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PUBLISHERS' PRIJACI. 

Au. investigations relating to the BUJU.N 
MIND must necessarily attract the most pro-
found attention of every intelligent individuaL 
The increasing demand for works on PSY-
CHOLOGY, PHRENOLOGY, M.&G.NETISJI, and other 
kindred subjects, have excited to action many 
of the leading minds of our own and other 
countries. Bence, new and startling develop-
ments are constantly being made, and our 
store of knowledge increased. We are not 
aware that the author of this work has before 
been introduced to the American public, yet 
his name is favorably and widely known in 
England and France, where his various works 
have been extensively circulated. 

It will be our object to publish all works, 
the tendency of which shall be to advance the 
race in MORAL, INTELLECTUAL, and PHYSICAL 
improvement. 

1• 
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6 PREFACE. 

I'B.OK THE AUTHOR'S PB.EI' ACE. 

" I apprehend that the time is fast approach-
ing, when no other system of mental science 
will be acknowledged but that which is based 
upon physical laws and the structure of the 
brain ; and if my researches shall be found 
hereafter to have contributed to the develop-
ment of true philosophy, I shall indeed feel 
more than amply rewarded for the hours of 
anxious but delightful labor spent in its devel-
opment." 
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PRINCIPLES OF THE HUMAN MIND. 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE EXTERNAL WORLD. 

1. OuR ideas of the external world l;lrise, 
primarily, from an action upon the ultimate 
nervous fibres of the organs of sensation, by 
the specific stimulus competent to excite each 
organ of sensation respectively. 

2. Each primitive nervous fibril is called a 
unit ; the repetition of units, Number. 

3. That which is competent to act upon 
these nervous fibrils is called Matter. 

4.. Whenever matter undergoes any change 
which renders it appreciable to our senses, it 
is said to evince Force. 

5. The definite combination of nervous 
fibres excited to action, determines the char-
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acter of the idea presented to the mind, 8ueh 
as form, position, magnitude. 

6. Each combination may be expressed by 
a word or cipher, and fonns a definite image. 
The use of words is caJled Language. 

7. The sum total of all the possible combi-
nations of the ultimate nervous fibril, excited 
to action, comprises all the possible images 
which can be represented to the mind. 

8. Inasmuch as the possible combination of 
all the nervous fibrils is immensely numerous, 
so are the images which may be reflected in 
the mind immensely numerous. 

SENSES. 

9. An idea is represented to the mind, when 
any one or more of the filaments of either 
specific organ of sensation is excited without 
reference to the definite image thereby pro-
duced. 

10. This solitary idea, derived from fila.. 
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OF . T.IJE .. 4A 
,the eye, is of 

ear, Hearing; of the nose,. Smelling; of the 
palate, Tasting ; of the skin, Feeling ; and, 
probably, from the nerves communicating the 
changes occurring in our own body, Person-
ality. 

COMBINATION OF SENSES. 

, II. The perfect knowledge of any object is 
obtained by impressions received by the sum 
of the organs of sensation. 

I2. But as matter may exist without exci-
ting all the organs of sensation at one time, 
we determine the combination of senses which 
has concurred to give us the knowledge of any 
external object. 

INFINITY. 

13. An idea is represented from the excite-
ment of one or all the nervous fibrils of any 
organ of sensation indiscriminately. This 
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:J:l .. .oF . TtfiE 111Jtl·· 

.idea is infinite, inasmuch as it is indivisible, 
incapable of addition, and :totalityJ" 

TIME. 

14. Our knowledge of the external world at 
any given period, is the sum total of the im-
ages &om all our senses. 

15. These images represented to the mind 
are perpetually changing. 

16. When images change, one remains ; 
the other changes perhaps several times be-
fore the first changes. The relation of these 
changes to each other is termed tke time of 
their occurrence ; that which changes the 
least frequently is said to be of the longest 
duration. 

CAUSE. 

17. In the change of images, when one 
specific image never appears without a similar 

• Infinity is sometimes confounded with ita byperbolicaluee 
in the sense of endleaa number. 
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ahtecethmt, · and- the matter in the external 
world which ga'Ve rise to tire first image set in 
motion the second- the antecedent image is · 
said to cause the second image. 

18. The mind finds great difficulty in distin-
guishing between concomitance and cause, 
because the matter which produces an ante-
cedent image may not set in motion the mat-
ter which produced the second image. 

PLEASURE AND PAIN. 

19. When of the external world are 
produced with a certain intensity, the idea of 
Pleasure is excited ; when with a greater 
intensity, the idea of Pain.* 

20. The transition from Pleasure to Pain 
being sudden, not gradual, it follows, that the 
nature of the action on the brain -and, con-
sequently, of the ideas-is different. 

• Every action of our lives is either pleasurable or painful; 
and thus we perceive how vastly the former state preponderates 
over the latter. 

2 
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· An image· ·.formed. .. i• M1e ,lmJm: 
produees an ;ndelible impretlien, and 
any future time recur. This propef'tris 
Memory. 

OOMSCI008NE88. 

22. When an image is produced by an ac-
tion upon the external senses, the actions on 
the organs of sense concur ,with the actions in 
the brain ; and the image is then a Reality. 

23. When an image occurs to the mind 
without a corresponding simultaneous action 
of the body, it is called a Thought. 

24. The power to distinguish between a 
thought and a reality, is called Consciousness. 

INSTINCTIVE IDEAS. 

25. Several ideas must necessarily co-exist, 
giving rise to compound ideas always existing 
in the brain : thus, personality and infinity give 
us the idea of the Soul ; pleasure and infiDity, 
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of Good ; pain and infinity, of Evil; cause and 
infinity, of God; time' and infioity, Eter-
nity; infinity, pleasure, and time, of Heaven; 
infinity, pain, and time, of HeH. • 

26. These instinctive ideas are not produced 
by the immediate action of external influences, 
but have their origin in the construction of the 
brain, or organ of thought. 

27. Instinctive ideas belong to the higher 
class of mental images ; and there is no reason 
to suppose that a more simple idea is implant-
ed in the human species. In the lower ani-
mals, however, it is apparent that either other 
images exist, which guide the creatures to per-, 
form their operations-as the bird to build the 
nest, the bee the honeycomb-or, that the 
nervous system is so constructed that the crea-

• As these instinctive ideas are simply thoughts, and can not 
be proved by our external senses, the mind may be led at times 
to deny the reality of their existence. Revelation, however, 
declares their truth, and thus compensates for the natural weak· 
aeuofman •. 
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' 

. . . . .. . '. ' . !' 
ture is led to perform specific acts un<ler some 
definite excitement. 

REFLECTION. 

28. When images already implanted in the 
brain, which possess many points in common, 
continually reappear, the party is said to be 
reflecting. 

29. During reflection, the influences of the 
external world to produce new images are en-
tirely, or to a great part, neglected. 

30. By reflection, ideas may be combined 
so as to form general laws. 

31. By reflection, general laws may be ap-
plied to specific instances, or images may be 
analyzed into their component parts. 

JUDGMENT. 

32. When an idea is represented to the 
mind, it either accords or discords with other 
ideas previously received, or with 
resulting therefrom, or with the moral law. 
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. OF THE U:UM.-\N ltt 

between this 
or discordance is called Judgmf!nt. 

IMAGIN' A TION. 

Mali · has the power of uniting two or 
more· anteeedent images, or the parts of two 
or more • antecedent images. By this power, 
a totally new image is formed, and hence it is 
caJJed lhuzgination. 

34. Observation is the basis of fancy ; and 
the novelist is fruitful only in proportion as he 
stores his mind with natural images. 

ACTION. 

Man acts by electricity, which is set in 
motion thrQugh the muscular structures, where-
by contraction ensues, and parts of the body 
are moved. 

36. Action may be produced by the imme-
diate influence of the external agents upon 
the body, which give rise to a new image in 
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18? ' PJU.Jf(liPIIBSr .. THE 

the·brain·; and aetWa may also< .be!·prodooetl·! 
by the recurrence of a former image. 

SPECIFIC ACTION. 

37. The mind is one and indivisible ; and 
thus the,particular muscular movement, whieh 
the electrical force determines, is not only 
regulated by an immediate image, but by ev-
ery other image which has at any former time 
been implanted in the brain. 

38. Pleasure and pain regulate all actions; 
hence the particular mov:ement which is deter-
mined arises from the pleasurable or painful 
character of 8.11 former images ; as animals, as 
well as human beings, seek those actions which 
are likely to be and eschew those 
which are likely to be painful. 

39. But the action determined in anr 
particular instance may be painful for the 

of obtaining greater pleasare at future 
periods; and the idea of obtaining illll:oD · 
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allow of the most intense imme- · 
diate pain. 

HOPE AND. FEAR. 

40. The idea of future ple88W'e is caHed 
Hope; of future pain, Fear. The government 
of mankind is conducted by exciting Hope 
and Fear. 

DESIRE. 

41. When a tendency to act exists, it is 
called Desire; and always exists, more or 
less, when a being is in good health, and in a 
state free from fatigue. 

VIRTUE AND VICE. 

42. All actions, in the higher generalizations, 
would give the idea either of infinite pleasure 
or of infinite pain. Actions which concur 
with those which lead to infinite pleasure, are 
caUed Virtuous ; and those which lead to infi-
nite pain are called Vicious. 
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KORAL LAW · · T: .J :. ·. 

43. The moral law, being infinite, is compe-
to _all actions. It is tileret'Pre 

, tba.t it sbf)uld be .. 
strongly upon. the human mind. 

VOLITION. 

44. The resultant of the force of an imme-
diate stimulus, and of all former ideas 
planted in the brain, is termed Volition. · • 

FREE AGENCY. 

45. A man is born a free agent ; but after 
images are once implanted, he is compelled 
to act from the ideas existing in his brain. 
Hence, could we but tell the exact ideas which 
any human being possessed, it would be prac-
ticable to foretell his line of action under any 
defined circumstance. 
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... --... to the idea 
the mind forins· of tl{e capacity of an 

organized being to perform its -ru·nctions. 

DEATH. 

4,7. The ,term Death is assigned to the idea . .. . . . ' - ·.· . 

wbich receives of an organized being, 
to perform the vital action • 

• MIND. 

48. The term Mind is assigned to the gen-
eral idea of any action of the brain, which is 
a part of the organization of man. An idea 
is the term assigned to any specific action in 
the brain. 

ORGANIZATION. 

49. Organization is the term assigned to the 
construction of a being to adapt it to perform 
certain functions. 
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FUTURE STATE. 

50. The mind has constantly represente• 
I 

it the idea of a personality which will e 
infinitely. 

51. While, however, the idea exists, 
have no power to learn the properties of 
finity ; and hence we can not define the nat 
of the state in which we shall live bereafte1 

• 
DISEASED STATES OF MIND. 

INSANE IDEAS. 

52. Whenever an idea appears in the brl: 
which is neither instinctive nor is due to . 
ternal causes, nor is deduced by the ordim 
operation of the brain, it is said to be 
Insane Idea. 

53. When this idea is continuously t 
same, the party is said to have a Monoman• 

54. When various images appear and vani 
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indiscriminately, the state is called lncoke-
and when this state is combined with 

· I ' 

more or less unconsciousness, it is termed 
1Jelirium. 

55. The danger of insane ideas depends 
upon the distinctness with which the idea is 
impressed upon the brain ; for it will deter-
mine the party to act in proportion to the 
power with which it is impressed. 

56. To the violent actions arising from 
strQDgly-implanted diseased ideas, the term 
MANIA is given ; and the violence of the Ma-
nia is proportionate to the power of the delu-
sion. ·To the individual it is an exaltation of 
pleasure. 

57. When, from the delusion, the patient is 
- in continual fear, he is said to be melancholy; 

and it is probably, to the individual, an exalta-
tioo of pain. 

.. 58. When a fixed. msane idea exists in the 
.the party can not be said to be partially 
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deluded ; for, inasmocla u the mind is one and 
it _wiltcomrpl all :·; : · ;' 

.. 59. A .strong moral impression . may 
teract an insane image, as a party ma.y be . .kep$.. 
from doing wrong, by feeling assured that it 
will lead to present or future inconvenience to 
himself. 

DEFECTIVE STATE OF MIND. 
IDIOTCY. 

60. When the structure of the brain is con-
genitally defective, so that it can not perform 
all its normal actions, the party is said to be 
an idiot. 

LOSS OF MEMORY. 

61. Sometimes the power of memory is in-
termittent, or is totally lost, as after the fre-
quent recurrence of ·epileptic fits. 

PITS. 

62. Any intenal of unconscioutlles&, except 
sleep, is called a Fit. 
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63. When, from loss of memory, or want or 
p<>wer in the brain, the functions of refiection 
or judgment are not perfectly performed, the 
individual is said to be flduous. 

LOSS OF SENSATION. 

64. Sometimes the power of receiving im-
pressions from the external world is diminished 
or lost, as in deafness, etc. 

PARALYSIS. 

65. When parts of the body do not move 
by volition, they are said to be paralyzed. 

SENILE IMBECILITY. 

66. In old age, the brain loses its power to 
receive new images, to restore by-gone impres-
sions, to connect different images, or to apply 
general laws to. specific instances. That which 
ennobles the man has passed away; "the out-
ward funn remains, but the inward structure . 
has lost its power to act. Childhood again 

3 
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26 PRINCIPLES OF THE llllliAN IDND. 

ensues- not to acquire new ideas, but to for-
get those before implanted. All that is beau-
tiful or desirable in this world has passed away 
-the brain has lost its power- the mind 
ceases- the very existence of the man is un-
known to himself, till death gives rise to a new 
life, and discloses that new and glorious state 
in which our organization teaches us that man 
will be immaterial and immortal. 

VARIETIES OF RACES. 

67. As individuals differ in their organiza-
tion, it follows that they differ in their capa-
city to perform various acts, and we may pre-
sume that the mind bei1_1g one of the functions 
of the body, is of varying power in different 
individuals. 

68. The observations which apply to differ-
ent individuals, apply with greater force to 
different races. 
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ELECTRO-BIOLOGY, 
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THE VOLTAIC MECHANISM OF MAN. 
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ELECTRO-BIOLOGY; 
oa, 

THE VOLTAIC MECHANISM OF _MAN. 

ELECTRo-BIOLOGY literally means, neither 
more nor less than the relation of electricity 
to the vital functions. Now, systematic wri-
ters divide the vital functions into two great 
classes-into those of animal life, and into 
those of organic life. 

The functions of animal life will particularly 
occupy our attention at present ; and for their 
consideration, we shall have to study the ap-
paratus by which the animal receives impres-
sions from the external world, transmits them 
to the brain, registers them, combines them, 

3• 
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and acts, not only upon 
mons, but also upon those which it haS 'lfij! 
ceived at fonnet periods. ' ' • · ' 

For the 'manikstation of the functions of 
animal life, we require a central parenchyma 
or brain, a peripheral or body, the two being 
connected together by a peculiar tissue called 
"nerve-fibre ;" and at both "situations a proper 
supply of bright arterial blood is requisite, fur 
the production of the phenomena of life. If 
we look to purely physical contrivances, we 
find that similar conditions are fulfilled by a 
double voltaic circuit 

z s 
s z 

If we abstract the proper exciting ftuid &om 
either end, or substitute any other fluid, or de-
stroy the structure at one end or the other, or 
divide the connecting portions or wires, the-
effects proper to the apparatus will ·not be: 
manifested, and the battery will be destroyed. 

analogy between the meehanism of a' 
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THE MAN. aJ. 
and tJ;tat-of ffl 

for if pith an animal (an 
operation which separates . tbe braiJl from the 

remove the blood &om the brain, or 
the peripheral part, or the struc-

of either the brain or the periphery, action 
jj ,stopped; and animal life ceases. 
:,.You will at once say, doubtless, that man 
-. no metallic wires, no plates ; and there--
fpre, you may naturally ask, how far does that 
fact destroy the analogy which I have given to 
you t It is not necessary, however that the 
connecting portions should OOilsist of metal ; 
and though all present are doubtless accus-
tomed to .see , the telegraphic wires 
along the course of the railways, yet I have 

upon the table an example of fluid tele-
graphic conductors, which answer as efficiently 
fqr the conducting of the voltaic force, as wires 
or metals. Those you who reside at 
Upper Clapton, may remember some time since 
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having wiles lf¥lrt41e-
situation round. 

Riv:er ·Lea. ,At tbe time these wires 
in that· I was. 
the conducting power of liquids, and they were 
found to possess that property in an extraor.di-
nary If the nerves, however, carry 
the voltaic force, they mignt perhaps be ex-
pected to have within themselves some means 
of insulation, and from my own microscopical 
examination of nerve-fibre perfectly fresh, I 
believe that a layer of fat exists in the interior 
of each primitive which would as efti.. 
ciently insulate it as the gutta-percha of my 
tube does these artificial nerves which are 
placed on the table. 

F1a.1. 

Double · voltaic circuit, with gutta-percba tubes; Z, zinc; S, 
ailver; C, C, copper wirea for oleccro-voltaic teat. 
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Yottaic· ·apparatus !before· yooJ 
iK'WblclJ tile ooMiSts or 
gmta.-percha 'tubing, filled' With acid and water, 
a powerful voltaic cutTent' is paS8ing, but one 
which wiD yield no indications of its presence 
to ordinary voltaic tests. It is no easy matter, 

to prove the presence of a voltaic 
current in a fluid, and for a long period I did 
not know how to proceed to render its exist-
ence certain. However, at last I observed if 
any metal capable of being oxydized was inter-
posed in the path of a voltaic circuit, that one 
portion becomes positive, the other negative; 
and that this result is no fanciful chimera, I 
now show you an electro-metallurgic precipi-
tating trough, in which a piece of copper is in-
serted between the positive and negative plates, 
and you wiD at once perceive that the portion 
near the negative pole has become acted upon ' 
or positive, the part ·nearest the positive pole 
has negative, and has metallic copper 
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deposited UpOn •it. Fr()ID dais 
!mw that a mOde was atfurded to·me of 8BC81'-

tainhtg the presence of a. voltaic circuit .in uny 
fluid.· To give you · a practical illuBtratioa -of 
the value of tho electro-voltaic test, l have iB-
troduced two copper wires (fig. I, .c C) into 
one of the gutta-percha tubes constituting my 
artificial nerves, and you will perceive that· the 
moment I connect them with a galvanometer, 
deflection ensues. ·Animal bodies consist solely 
of membranes and fluids, and therefore, in the 
order of my investigations, I had to study bat-
teries solely composed of similar materials. 
This form of voltaic circuit is extremely difti-
cult to investigate, though one is placed upon 
the table for your inspection. 

After I had thoroughly studied the electro-
voltaic test, the time arrived to ascertain 
whether a voltaic current was actually passing 
during nervous action. For although the anal-
ogies which 1 have detailed were, to my mind, 
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lcomplete,JJet .aaalogy "ould be .with-
-out- :the of . 
/My· firllt sperimflni w&ft, to twp steel 

into a rabbit; first into, 
. or muscle which tile . creature .to 
.mastieate ; the second, into the spbcutaneous 
cellllblr tissue. After two or three minu.tes, 

·.the creature, which was very tame, attempted 
to bite my finger ; the power of volition was 
. to the muscle ; this .acted upon my elec-
tro-voltaic test, .and you may judge of my in-
expressible when the deflection of the 
needle showed to my mind the mechanism of 
volition. These needles being between the 
skin and Qluscle, the course of the voltaic cir-
cuit is clearly demonstrated to exist between 
these twf) points, and therefore each required 

. a most minute cOilSideration. 
Sensations are received by various organs 

which are destined to be . acted upon by cer-
. tain physical forces, as the eye by light, the 
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ear by sound, the nose by odors, the tongue 
by savors, or the skin by heat or force. 

It is quite certain that if a voltaic circuit i8 
generated in the eye, there must be such con-
trivances as photo-voltaic circuits, that is, vol-
taic circuits in which light causes the evolution 
of electricity. In trying the experiment, I 
found that there were not only an extensive 
series of combinations in which the sun's rays 
determine the generation of electricity, but 
that in one division light caused a positive 
voltaic circuit ; in the second, a negative vol-
taic circuit. The table of these circuits wiD 
illustrate the manner in which these circuits 
are formed, by using solutions so arranged 
that one portion may be screened from the 
light, and the second may be acted upon pow-
erfully by the sun's rays. 
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Mixed solutions of per-nitrate of iron and red ferrocyanate of 
potash. . . ' ' 

of. bromine water, phoaphorua watw, and per-
nitrate of iron. . 

NEGATIVE PHOTO-VOLTAIC CffiCUITS. 
Mixed eolatioos of proto-snlpllate of iron and nitrate of silver. 
Mixed solntions of gallic acid and nitrate of silver. 
Mixed solutions of oxalic acid and chloride of gold. 
)fixed eolutions of ferrocyanate of potaah and ammOilio-per-cit-

rate of iron. 
Mixed solutions of ferrocyanate of potash and ammonio-per-

taltrate of iron. 
Mixed solutions of ferrocyanate of potash and pot888io-tartrate 
· of iron. 

These experiments I can not show now, 
because it requires the sun's rays to shine 
upon one side of my apparatus ; but from 
what I have s!ated, you will perceive that it is 
quite within the range of ordinary physical 
effects to have voltaic circuits set in action by 
light. 

Having developed photo-voltaic circuits, the 
eye itself next demands our attention ; and 
we find nerve and blood to be sup-
plied to that organ. The electro-.voltaic test 

4 
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is best applied by the insertion of one needle 
into the choroid, the second into the muscles 
of the eyeball, and I found a slight deflection 
of the galvanometer when a strong light was 
thrown into the eye, proving that vision was a 
voltaic phenomenon. 

The essential part of the organ of hearing 
is encased in textures of such extreme hard-
ness, that it will probably be for ever 
vented from being the subject of direct exper-
iment. In the cochlea, I believe we may 
reasonably assume that the pitch pf the note 
is determined ; and in the semicircular canals 
which are placed in the three orthogonal 
planes of a cube, physiologists are pretty gen-
erally agreed that animals learn ihe direction 
of sound. Blood and nerve- essentials to 
voltaic action - are here . distributed, and no 
physical difficulty is presented to the proba-
bility of a voltaic circuit being determined by 
sounda. 



,·. "' 

Apparatus showing the gelieration of a voltaic circuit by odors. 

The nasal organ is, like the ear and eye, 
liberally supplied with blood and ne"e-fibres. 
The voltaic circuit is easily demonstrated by 
the electro-foltaic test ; but the animal has an 
extraordinary repugnanee to the operation, 
and you must be extremely careful not to be 
deceived by other secretions which are com-
petent to set up the voltaic action. I can very 
readily show you that it is not at aD difficult 
to form Toltaic circuits, in which odors should 
excite the electric action. The tube which I 
hold in my hand contains two iron plates, 
which are separated by a membrane, and on 
each side pieces of sponge, dipped in very 
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dilute• nmriatie ,a«Jid; tire arrangell. ·'NdltfW. 
amntoniae& vapot; which the' ' iJrostl 

powerful atti.on · on t)M) natural · · · ilbse; ··be.· 
brought under one side of· the. diaphragm, 
you pereeive that a vfiry strong action of the· 
needle is immediately produced. The experi-
ment which -I have selected is one which 
sb.ows the-result easily, rapidly, and in a very 
marked manner; but I should not think it a 
bold assertion to declare, that with a little 
trouble and patience I could exhibit voltaic 
effects, although perhaps to a less marked 
e:stent, with every. other odoriferous body. 

:FIG. 3, 

AppuUU8 ehowillg the generatioo of a voltaic circuit by •vera. 

When an animal tastes, the matter whieh 
contaias the savor comes in immediate .0011 .. 

tact with the tongue, and is there · 'PI'obably: . 
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I need hardly state, that ·dae essen-
seB&aiiOO, elood, and BEne, are abun., 

dantly supplied to that organ. With :respect 
to physical contrivances analogical wish the 
tongue, it is very easy to show · voltaie force 

by savors; and I have here a V 
tube, containing a sOlution of pemitrate of 
iron, and two platinum poles, which exhibit by 
tlilemselves no signs. of electric ad.ion. As 
soon, however, as I drop a little infusion of 
meat into one side of the tube, you will in-
stantly perceive that the galvanometer shows 
signs of action. There is no mystery about 
the meat, as sugar, or, in fact, any other savor, • 
would have had a similar property in a greater 
or less degree. The direct examination of 
the tongue in the living animal affords unsat-
isfactory results, in•much as secretions in the 
mouth are very apt to giTe wrong results- a 
cireumstanee ·which should be very carefully 

4• 
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.·;.'])be Jast or.gan:oisensation to whieh.l·have 
14 beg your attentioa is· "fiiE . Smm.; .N.ow,. by 
tile. ordinary 8eiiSOJ' . •rves, we derive two eets 
of impi'e&eions of · BOI'Il&wbat different ebarao-
ters .;_fur instance, we are enabled to 
of impressions upon the body by either heat 
or force, or what may .be termed cmnaisthen.. 
ics. We are also enabled to judge of the 
changes taking place within our own body, 
which estimation may be more properly called 
somaisthenics. By somaisthenics we are ena-
bled to estimate the slightest muscular motion, 
and, in fact, I can not move my finger or my 
arm to even the slightest extent without haY-
ing a perfectly distinct idea of the amount of 
motion produced. 

The skin is ad.ed upon by variatiODB of 
&emperature and force ; heace we have to 
quire how far heat alld force can be employed 
to set iD ·motion the vekaio force. ln. experi'" 
menting upon the variations of I 
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fennd a Juige -series of thermo-voltaic ciFcU:its, 
:wbiob, · curiously · enough, are analogical· tc) 

pheto.ovoltaic : circuits, irmsmuoh as heat, 3f. 

ftl'i008 times, determiRes both negat:hre and 
positive circuits in the . same . manner as light. 
I have here a negative thermo-voltaic circuit. 

F1e. 4. 

Thermo-voltaic circuit in which the voltaic force is produced 
by beat. 

The apparatus, as you perceive, consists of· a 
V -tube, containing sulphate of copper (fig. 4). 
Into each side of the tube a copper wire is 
place, and you perceive, that the moment I 
apply tke heat of a spirit-lamp to one side, the 
galvanometer is very strongly deflected, the 
heated side becoming the negative pole. 

WheJt force acts• skin, I presume 
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4he ·Wood ·oorpmde·is 
in comaet with the 
fibre; , and I will beg· you to · tliis 
tion in mind, as in a later part of tliis 
I shall demonstrate· to you, that if this 
sition be correct, a voltaic · circuit must be 
generated. My observations upon heat and 
force simply indicate that a thermo- or dyna-
mo-voltaic circuit is an ordinary voltaic or 
physical phenomenon; but that by no means 
proves that in the living body the mechanism 
of feeling is voltaic. This, however, is an 
experiment easily shown, for we have but to 
introduce our electro-voltaic test into the cu-
taneous textures, when a powerfhl deflection 
of the galvanometer occurs whenever we 
pinch or otherwise irritate the skin. We thus 
find that the mechanism of all the sensations· 
is voltaic, and according .to the laws of the 
voltaic test, the needle nearest the negative 
pole becomes positive ; that nearest tee posi-

o ,,,, •• "by Coogle 



• · Uteet 
r tbU ·the CMrguM of, 

:a.U300Pfititute .t\le pesi&ive. ·the 
battery. Thette infer,enc-, how .. 

must be taken with :a . proper 
for the complex e}lara.cter of the 

Toltaic circuits in the body, or rather, I would 
say, for the complex materials of which the 
circuit is composed. 

are received by a certain defi.. 
number of sensor nerves, which constitute 

the . only means we possess of obtaining a 
knowledge of the external wQrld. The sensor 
nerves pass . to the brain, and then . come in 

with a highly vascular tissue, ealled 
the matter of the brain; and I invite your 
atteQtion to the very exquisite injections which 
I have made of. that tissue, by means of the 
SQJution of and which will be 
ited the microscope in the lil:Nwy after 
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ulnqsmuoh a8 · tlnt eensor nerves come lfu; con:.: 
tad ,wbh·blood-wssels, it follows &om voltaid 
lawa; that a voltaic battery exists in the brain, 
wiOOh is opposed to ·that in the body, and by 
which·the electro-biological circuit is comple-
ted. At this point we leave the regions of 
direct experiment, and we must deduce the 
mechanism of the central battery according to' 

voltaic laws on the one hand, and the properi 
ties of the mind on the other. 

I infer that the sensations are simply re-
peated in the brain, nerve for nerve, action for 
aetion, and this first battery I term the· sensa-
tion or aisthenic battery; the second pole of 
this battery is probably connected with the 
corresponding fibre of the ·opposite Bide, by 
what anatomist." call a commissure, and which 
I have illustrated on the table t.y voltaic 
arrangement. 

We have represented to our minds,notonly 
simple sensations, but also combined ilnprea-
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at aU .t.IJe patts 
one namely, ·tltat . 

a ,. br()ught beibre my mind. 
'J.'qeJ"e is no . difficulty in obtainiag this result 
by voltaic means ; and the moohanism by 

I believe it to be accomplished I have 
the syndramic or combination battery. 

'rhus, if we have three nervous fibrils, 
A, B, C, they may be thus combined : A 
A C, B C, A B C. The· diagram behind me 
illustrates this mode of combination; and here, 
upon the table, I have the voltaic arrangement 
itself; and you can not fail to observe that 
these ·wires, even on this very. limited scale, 
begin to look like the interlacing which we 
observe in the brain. 
If we divide any spaoo into a certain. num-

ber of squares, and give .to each square a cer-
tain name or figure, it will be apparent, that 
by simpLy giving the names of the squares 
fiJW. up. with black, the word, or name, or 
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symbol, ·would. at be 
scribep. I divide4 this . f?( 
into certain squares, and if I read ypu 
tain combillation of numbers, it would 
at first, to give no de.fi.llite idea, but if you Qxt-

amine -carefully, you will find that this coJDbi. 
Dation of numbers brings out the word LJI'.Ko 

This word, I fiqd, has beQn very 
chosen, but in reality I only selected the wor.d 
in illustration of the principle of combination, 
because it only consisted of four letters, and 
because each letter was so formed that it very 
perfectly filled up square spaces. 

Ladies constantly in practice take advan. 
tage . of this principle in their patterns of 
worsted work ; and it would be possible so le 

desc1ibe a picture, up to the very limit of our 
powers of sensation, that it might, from tbe 
description alone, be repeated in any country, 
and yet be a perfect fac-eioaile. 

I dwell thus long upOD the or 
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'because, ' in an 

hmty, 1it :OOtistitutes a very large part or the 
tiltaire :. Wlicn· we consider the large number 
« ·fibres in eaeh organ of sensation, 
I · do not think that we have reason to suppose 
every possible combination ensnes ; .and even 
with regard to ordinary sentient nerves, I 
thmk that such a universal combination would 
be embarrassing to the mind, and that the 
combination probably woold extend · to the 
nerves of each separate region of the body. 
h is quite certain that we always know the 
specific sense by which impressions are learnt 
-that is to say, that we know whether an 
i4ea has been derived from the eye, nose, 
moath, or other organ of sensation. This 
NBOlves itself into one idea for a vast number 
fl seasatioos, and is a state which can very 
eaeily be imitated by voltaic contrivances. I 
have upon the table a voltaic arrangement of 
this M8racter, in which but one· action is pro-

' 
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-dki.cedfr&m ooe er 311 .the combipations.$\l'tiieh 
'8Xistinthesyndl'8aie battery. · 
ideas do not arise alone from action on-.-oue 
88ll9e, but on two or more sense& at one ,time 
-a combination which I infer to occur in the 
syndramic noemic battery; and lastly, it is 
necessary to assume, that all these last combi-
nations of each specific sense are conneded 
together into one total in the pneoma-noemjc 
battery, from the ()pposed pole of which the 
dynamic or motor nerves spring. 

The situation of thii important battery js 

somewhere in the base of the brain ; and I 
believe that in applying the electro-voltaic test 
in this situation, I have obtained deflection of 
the galvanometer. Let me, however, speak 
with the utmost caution upon this point ; for, 
although I have tried the experiment over ad 
over again, the animal is almost invariably de-
stroyed ; and in fact, by the electro-biological 
maps which are SUipended ..upon the w.all, you 
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Mtioo:·hererintlb-
. .mces. every nerve : ia the hody, aad thus , ma,r 
·firY readiq dMroy vitality. 

Now, what are the qualities- of this last bat-
tery, which bas but one impression for all the 

. sensations of the body 1 We find that it rep-
.-esents totality, and can not be limited. It 
has therefore the properties of infinity, and 
8i,.. to man his most exalted ideas. The 
ideas of soul, God, eternity, immortality, are 
obtainable from this battery, acting in con-
junction with the lower batteries which I have 
already described. I regret exceedingly that 
the hour allotted for this lecture has now been 
80 far spent that I am unable folly to consider 
the properties of the mind deducible from the 
theoretical structure which I have developed 
upon voltaic laws; but, under the· circumstan-
ces, I feel bound to pass on to matters which 
can be elucidated by direct experiment. 

When tl}e vokaic force is carried by the 
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.nsor ;nantes · tlO the 
seme of matter, by which 
ever after determined. This ik ·a. 
physical result of the most ordinary kind ; f'or 
I have here a solution of argento-cyanide of 
potaBSium, with two copper poles, and, before 
the lecture, I passed a voltaic circuit from one 
pole to the second, by which I have effected rt 
change of matter, and silver has been precipi .. 
tated on one side. You will now see, that 
iUllllediately I connect the two poles with the 

a strong deflection will ensue, 
and, to use a metaphorical phrase, the solution 
has remembered what I did to it. This exper-
iment, whieh is but a sample of a class, must 
only be regarded as analogical, and is only 
valuable to show that voltaic electricity may 
produce effects which will ever after be appa-
rent. 

In the arrangement of the nerves of the 
body, eTery sensor nerve is opposed to every. 
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may excite .it to,aeiitm ·"*'-
Now, befftN· J OOil!' 

in detail, I may •te that thtt 
vQJtaic circuit, when it has, the dloiee of. two 
or more roads, invariably takes the easiest 
route, to the exclusion of all the rest. Here 
is an arrangement, in which one of my pia.;. 
tinized silver batteries is connected with tWo 
precipitating troughs, haviDg the same distance 
to travel in both cases, but one is charged with 
sulphate of copper, the other with sulphate of 
zinc ; and yet with this trilling difference the 
entire current has passed through the sulphate 
of copper, to the exclusion of the sulphate :of 
zinc, because copper was more easily reduci-
ble than and therefore o1fered a some.. 
wlaat easiw passage to · the vokaic force. 

Upon examining the arrangement, I find 
that the experiment has been tried under the 
JQO&t tryil:lg circumstances, as. I observe tbat 
tl)e in the of coppert ia 
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almost entirely dissolved. N 
however, the law which I have 
and described in my Electro-Metallurgy still 
holds good, though I must confess that I ·should 
not have risked ihe demonstration of this ex-
treme application of the law, which fortunate-
ly, by accident, has brought the matter more 
strikingly under your notice. · 

From this law, we learn that the voltaic cir-
cuit would be completed, through the nearest 
motOr nerve, when any sensation was excited, 
unless obstacles were presented to its passage 
in that direction, or any circumstances favo.._. 
able to its passage through any other motor 
nerve were afforded in some more distant part 
of the electro-biological circuit, when even the 
farthest motor ne"e might be excited to ac-
tion. 

The action of every animal is determined, 
then, not only by the impression received at 
the moment, but by every other event which 
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or reme.red &orp. 
IQf. it$ life. 

' .• The motor nerves, .which ·the circuit .ia 
l:Qmpleted. in the body, are distributed, in 
man, to the muscles; in other creatures to the 
electric organs ; in others, to light-generating 
structure. The electric battery of fishes, as it 
is technically called, is composed of an enor-
mous number of minute cells, supplied with 
blood-vessels. The nervous force, which I 
have already shown to be voltaic, acts at right-
angles to the direction of the cells, and there 
produces some change of matter which in-
stantly .causes a powerful voltaic current. 

I have here a glass ves&el, containing a so-
lution of ferrocyanate of potash, into the inte-
rior of which is placed a porous cell, contain-
ing a similar solution ; a platinum pole is 
inserted into both vessels, for the purpose of 
connection with the galvanometer. Now, if I 
pasJ!I a voltaic current from the outside to the 
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----Art.ificial electric eel: Z, S, connections to be attached to 
battecy ; N, P, wires exhibiting the phenomena. 

inside (Z ·S), no change of matter takes place ·. 
in one part-the pl'ossiate of potash remaios 
the same ; in the other, it is converted into the 
red prussiate. From this change, one side 
becomes strongly positive to the other; aad 
you perceive that so . powerful a current h• 
been ,generated, that the needle completely 
swings round the instant connection is made 
with the galvanometer. I have only shown 
this experiment upon one cell ; but it must be 
manifest to you, that, as every cell adds a 
certain amount of force, it simply requires a 
number to make a battery as powerful as that 
of an electric eeL The artificial electric eel 
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I have myself constructed, 1n a vast variety 
of ways, which I bave .JWt now -time to con-
sider. 

The muscular substance is ultimately divis-
ible into primitive fibrils, which consist of a 
sheath, .called the sarcolemma, containing 
the interior a peculiar matter, which, during 
the set of contraction, becomes wider and 

aad this contraction is caused by a 
change of matter, produeed by the voltaic 
force carried through the motor nerves. 

I have here a strong piece of gut to imitate 
the sarcolemma, and into the interior of this I 
have plaeed fluid and pieces of platinized sil-

Fie. 6. 

Ar&iftcial maeculer eubatuee. 
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YiH"•· Upoa the.ooter side ofthis5gut Ss..,..oo6 
a strong piece of 
the moment coonectioo is made between the 
zinc and silver, gas is · e\'olved, which reodei'IS 
the. bladder wider and shorter, and thus mova 
this bar of wood over a space of three or four 
feet. (See fig. 6.) 

The conditions of the natural muscle· anti 
artificial muscle are perfectly analogical ; both 
possess a power only limited by the strength 
of the materials. · In both cases, the power 
acts over the end of the lever, and there-
fore at a mechanical disadvantage. In both 
cases it is a great power moving over a small 
space. I, however, can move my natural mus-
cles much quicker than I can my artificial 
muscle ; but you must please to remember 
that my organs are not competent to construct 
a machine having such fine tubes as we find 
in the ultimate muscular fibrils ; and for want 
of this delicacy of COD8truction, we sacrifice 



the 'speei and rapidity of aetiron observable 'itt 
the perfection of Nature's operations. 

An:D}us to lay before : you the leading ex-
periments and deductions of this truly delight .. 
fill subject, I have delivered this lecture with 
the utmost possible rapidity ; -and yet I see 
around me multitudes of experiments which I 
fear that I shall have no time to explain, as the 
hour has already passed. By your applause, 
I understand that you wish me to proceed; 
but as some of my audience live at considera-
ble distances, I will only detain you by calling 
your attention very briefly to a few other 
points. In the first place, we find that man 
consists of a double voltaic circuit, and there-
tOre we ought to consider the nature of the 
changes taking place in that voltaic circuit. 
Now, there are strong reasons to suppose that 
hydrogen and carbon B.C?t as the-positive pole, 
and become changed in that capacity into 
water and carbonic · acid. It would only rc-
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materials to produce BQY·I'esult tn.t.:it would. 
of zinc.; and I CJUl yoo, .that man)" a • 
time b-.ve I &Ought diJigtmUy and f,&l'efullJf ·D: 

volwc circuit whicll should he eftieieRdy 
excited by ca.rbon or coke as a positive ele. 
ment; and I can promise to the fortunate dis. 
coverer of such a combination the delight. o£· 
being able to supersede the steam-engiae, ·and= 
the pleasure of IUccessfully. generating the 
voltaic light. Then, and not till then, will 
voltaic batterieti be employed to the act. 
sioo of every other means of generating 
force. 

Although up to the present time I have not. 
been able to use coke or carbon for a positife 
pole, I have succeeded in makiag a wu.iety of 
circuits, in which ltUbe&ances composed of 
carbon and hydrogen form powerful vekaio 
circuits; tor in&tance, sugar and .aitric aci4. 
oxalic acid aad chloride of gold, ferreoyaqat&. 
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·and· nitric add, oonstitute eftmplelt 
Of · thm class of ·. batteries. 
, · The· vohaic · citcuit in animals is exactly 

balanced, and does not act without 90me im-
pression to set in motioo the electric current. 
The arterial or oxygenized corpuscles are ad. 
mirably adapted for this purpose; and I have 
here an experiment which will illustrate their 
functions in a very beautiful manner. The 
glass vessel which I hold in my hand contains 
a solution of common salt, and two iron poles 
are inserted into it. Now, in this state every-
thing is balanced, and no voltaic force is ex-
hibited. If I take an artificial corpuscle made 
of animal membrane, containing a little per-
nitrate of iron, and bring it in contact with 
one of the iron poles, a very powerful deftec-
tion of ·the galvanometer ensues, indicating 
the presence of a current. When, however, 
oae corpusele is placed against each plate of 
iron, . the efteet is again . balanced, and no vol-

6 
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· aciset. ·. These·· e«periJnmts rweU 
tbe . the blood·-coqnuds 

in the living body; for when one is .iD ¢9Dtact 
each -end of tM· nerve fibre, no ·eutrent . 

am. take but ·the moment one is re.. 
moved, or ooted upon by heat, light, or othfr 
forOOs, a. strong voltaic battery is formed.: 

·i 

.I 

Artificial blood corpuscle. 

I would gladly have occupied your attention 
with a few remarks upon_ the relations of elec-
tricity to organic or cell-life. By a modifica.. 
tion of the aggregation of cells, a plant pro-
duces leaves, stalks, flowers, or roots, w.hida 
every gardener kno}Vs is, to a certain extent, 
as much under human control as 

or hl)eing. During the prevalence.ci 
the potato malady, I subjected the paat: • 
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ii"ery,.ftmnJ ami· in evfJiy possiWe 
manner, ot.er long periods, without obtaining 
a:ny ·:oosuiL . 
: · · There is,. however, one · remarkable·· 
•nee to be noticed with regard to the rela-
tion of electricity to cell-life ; for I have found 
that electric currents stop the circulation of 
the blood, as suddenly as a stop does a watch 
when put down ; and this entire stoppage of 
the circulation extends not only to the blood 
corpuscle, but also to the lymph corpilscle 
which creeps so slowly along the side of the 
ft88el. 

If we ·take a review of the functions of ani-
mal life, we find that all sensations, the regis-
tration of impressions, thought, action, and 
other phenomena of animal life; are voltaic 
eft"ecte, an_d solely obedient to physical laws; 
and tO the idea of the performance of these 
fuetions we assign the idea of vitality. Life, 
ikel'llfure, is one WOl'd used tb a nom-
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her of changes. It is no independent reality 
apart from the matter which exhibits these 
phenomena. Neither is it an imponderable 
attached to matter ; nor is it an all-pe"ading 
ether, or anima mundi, as some philosophers 
would have us suppose. Life, mind, memory, 
reason, thought, come from organization, are 
purely physical· phenomena, and cease at 
death. 

Man, however, is immortal. Man, at aD 
times, and .in all -regions, has believed in his 
immortality. Now, that which is mortal can 
have no relation with that which gives to man 
his immortality. That which is infinite mUst 
not be limited; time must not be confounded 
with eternity, matter with space, the body 
with the soul, nor material actions with God. 

Electro-biology, then, leads us no less to 

infer, than religion commands us to believe, 
" that the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed." 
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INTR.ODUCTION. 

THE author received the following invitation from 
the undersigned honorable gentlemen, members of the 
United States Senate, to lecture in Washington city, 
District of Columbia : 

" WAS KINGTON, Feb. 12th, 1850. 
"To DR. Dons : 

"DEAR SIR-Having received highly favorable 
accounts of the addresses delivered by you, in different 
sections of the Union, on 'Electrical Psychology,' a 
department of science said to treat of the philosophy 
of disease, and the reciprocal action of mind and mat-
ter upon each other, we would be gratified if you would 
deliver a. lecture on the subject in this city, at the ear-
liest time consistent with your convenience. With a. 
view to the accommodation of members of Congress 
and the community generally, the Hall of Representa-
tives, if it can be procured, would be a suitable place 
for the delivery of your discourse. 

"Yours, truly, 
"GEo. W. Tuo. J. RusK, 
"JoHN P. H4LE, SAM HousToN, 
"H. CLAY, H. S. FoOTE, 

"DAN. WEBSTER." 
t• 
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To the above the following answer was returned : 

" To the Hon. Tho. J. Rusk, Sam Houston, H. S. 
Foote, Geo. W. Jones, John P. Hale, Henry Clay, 
and Daniel Webster, all of the United States Senate: 

" GENTLEMEN : 

" In reply to yours of Feb. 12th, I would respect-
fully say, that I feel myself highly honored to receive 
an invitation from you, to lecture upon the philosophy 
of Electrical Psychology in the United States Capitol. 
With this invitation I comply, and it affords me much 
pleasure to do so. Owing, however, to circumstances 
and previous engagements, my earliest and only time 
during my present visit in Washington, will be on Sat. 
urday evening, Feb. 16th. I will therefore appoint 
that time as most suitable to my convenience, and com-
mence my lecture at half-past seven o'clock. 

" With sentiments of high consideration, I am 
" Yours, truly, 

"J. B. DoDs." 

It was the intention of Dr. B. B. Williams, of North 
Carolina, to publish, in 1850, a large work, embracing 
at lea,at 500 pages octavo, on the science of Electrical 
Psychology. For the present the work will not appear; 
but I sincerely hope that he has not abandoned the idea 
of so grand au enterprise. The publio will expeot i" 
and have for some time been anxiously looking for ita 
appearance. This little work may be considered ita 
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precursor, and would not have made its appearance, but 
for the reasons : 

1. Dr. Williams, Dr. T. Fiske, of Pennsylvania, 
and myself, have taught this science to hundreds of in-
dividuals ; and many of these, understanding it so far 
as to experiment and apply it to disease, have gone out 
into the field as public lecturers, and not possessing the 
advantages of a suitable education, have on this account 
unintentionally misrepresented our views, and thus in-
nocently done this science a serious injury. These 
have · again partially taught it to others, who have in 
their turn also entered the field as lecturers, who know 
nothing of great principles of this science. These 
Lectures are intended to correct public opinion, and to 
serve as a GUIDE to public lecturers. 

2. Some have supposed, and even published, that 
the secret could be told to any one in a moment, and 
that this was all that was necessary to qualify any one 
to practice this science--to experiment and lecture 
upon it ! Hence, to purchase a pamphlet purporting 
to come from some" Professor of the Science," and 
containing a mere tissue of nonsense,. mixed up with 
·stolen quotations from my " Lectures on Mesmerism," 
is urged to be all-sufficient, and that it will save the 
purchaser several dollars for tuition. The printer and 
vender of such an anonymous publication are liable to 
a prosecution from Fowlers and Wells, for trespassing 
upon their copy-right. The publication of these Lee-
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tures will satisfy the community that this science :can-
not be faithfully taught but by a workman, and that it 
requires something more than a mere secret, and even 
more than is explained in this little work. 

3. My third and last reason for publishing these Lee. 
tures is, the constant and urgent request of my friends 
to do so, because the public voice calls for something 
of this nature. And having been assured that some 
of my pupils are intending to answer this call by pub-
lishing something upon this science, and as a student 
of divinity has most unjustly published a miserable and 
garbled catch-penny report of my views, in Utica, N. 
Y ., I have consented to gratify my friends, and the 
public at large, by writing out in full the substance of 
my Lecture delivered .in Washington city, and publish-
ing it, in the form of nine short Lectures, to the world. 

lli. Williams was formerly my copartner as alec-
turer, and my coadjutor in the discovery and perfecting 
of the philosophy of this science, and in applying to it 
the name of ELECTRICAL PsYCHOLOGY. Its philOSO-
phy has cost me seven years of intense study. Some 
contend, that it is, after all, but Mesmerism. If this 
be so, it is certainly the perfection and absolute sub-
lime of Mesmerism. If there is an individual in 
existence who has taken persons from a public au-
dience, who had never been mesmerized nor operated 
upon, and immediately controlled them in their mus-
cular motions and mental impressiona, 811 it wu dooe 
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by Dr. Willi&ms and myself, I am ignorant of the 
fact. It would only prove, that two have thought 
a.like in relation to the same experiments. Such ex-
periments I have never seen advertised for public 
exhibition, nor have I ever read them in published 
works. I am well aware, that persons who have 
been mesmerized have been experimented upon in 
a wakeful state. This I have done myself in hun-
dreds of instances, since 1840, and seen it done by 
others. But this is not Electrical Psychology, and 
does not reach the point above stated. With these 
remarks, I submit the following work to the public, 
sincerely hoping that it may, with all its imperfections, 
be the means of doing much good to the human race. 

J. B. D. 
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ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY. 

LECTURE I. 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

I HAVE received an invitation from several EMINENT 
MEMBERS of the United States Senate, to deliver a 
Lectnre on the Science of Electrical Psychology-the 
philosophy of disease-the connecting link between 
mind and matter-their reciprocal action upon each 
other, and the grand operations of nature that this 
science may involve. In compliance with this invita-
tion, I now stand before you for this purpose, and will 
endeavor faithfully to discharge my duty. order to 
do my subject justice, I shall be under the necessity of 
ma.kiDg a very liberal draft on your time and patience. 

·Sensible that I stand here by the invitation of those 
distinguished orators, statesmen, and generals, whose 
eloquence, in defence of LIBERTY, has been felt by 
thrones-whose wisdom has given laws that are re-
spected b1 all nations on earth, and make millions of 
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freemen happy-and whose heroism has breasted the 
battle storm in defence of human rights-it may well 
be expected that I should, in some measure at least, 
feel the embarrassment that the occasion itself must 
naturally inspire. 

As the Creator of the universe has endowed man 
with reason, and assigned him a noble and intelligent 
rank in the scale of intellectual and moral being-and 
as he has commanded him to use this faculty-so I 
may with justice remark, that he who cannot reason is 
a fool ; he who dare not reason,. is a coward ; he who 
will not reason, is a bigot ; but he who can and dart 
reason, is a MAN. 

The realms of nature lie open in boundless prospect 
above, beneath, and around us. As inhabitants of 
this globe, we occupy but a. small spot-the centre, aa 
it were, of the immense universe that swarms with a 
countless variety of animated beings, and contains end-
less sources of mental and moral delights. Order, 
harmony, and beauty are so perfectly woven together 
and blended throughout NATURE, as to form the mag-
nificent ROBE she wears, and with which she not only 
charms and even dazzles the eyes of the beholder, but 
conceals the overwhelming power and majesty of her 
PERSON. As she moves, the most grand and awful 
impressions mark her footsteps on the globe's surface 
or centre-in air or ocean. She smiles in the gentle-
neaa of the calm, and frowns in the fury of the storm. 
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But whether silence reigns, earthquakes rumble, or 
thunders roll, she keeps her mighty course unaffected 
by the revolutions of ages. 

At the same time that there is confessedly something 
most grand in the operations of nature, and even while 
the most gifted minds are reveling with delight amidst-
her magnificence, and feasting upon her splendors, 
there is still something humiliating in the thought, that 
incomprehensibility continues to hold its dark and sul-
len empire over the causes of many of her most sub-
lime manifestations. For a period of twice three 
thousand years, she has concealed beneath the shadow 
of her hand, not only the cause of worlds rolling in 
their ceaseless course through the illimitable fields of 
space, but also the rise and fall of vegetation, and the 
phenomena of life and death. 

- Man is intellectually a progressive being. Though 
confined to a narrow circumference of space, and 
chained to this earth, which is but a small part of the 
unbounded universe, yet as his mind wears the stamp 
of original greatness, he is nevertheless capable of ex-
tending his . rcsearchea far beyond the boundaries of 
this globe. His mind is capable of a ceaseless devel-
opment of its powers. From the faint glimmerings of 
infantile reason, he passes on to that intellectual 
strength and grandeur when he can take a survey of 
the planets, the dimensions of the sun, trace the comet 
in its erratic course, analyze the works of God, and 
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(JOmprehend the van and complicated operatibDS of ·his 
own mind. How sublime is the contemplation, that he 
can invade the territory of other worlds, bring them 
within field'-view of the ken of his telescope, and see 
them play their aerial gambols under the superintend-
ence of attraction and repulsion. 

But before I proceed any further, it becomes neces-
sary that I clearly state the subject of · my present 
course of Lectures, so that we may enter upon it under-
standingly, and, if possible, with a clear conception of 
its nature and importance to the human rMe. The 
subject, upon which I am entering, is that to which I 
have given the name of Electrical Psychology, as the 
one which is, in my estimation, the most appropriate. 
PsYcHoLOGY is a compound of two Greek words, vii., 
psuche, which means soul, and logos, which means 
word, discourse, or wisdom. Hence by PsYCHOLOGY 
we are to understand the SciENCE oF THE SouL. 
And as all impressions are made upon the soul through 
the medium of electricity, as the only agent by which 
it holds communication with the external world, so you 
readily perceive not only the propriety but the entire 
aptitude of the name ELECTRICAL PsYCHOLOGY. 

Twenty years ago, I discovered electricity to be the 
connecting link between mind and inert matter, and on 
this discovery the philosophy of the present science is 
based. Ever since 1880, I have contended7 that elec-
tricity is not only the connecting link between lmfD 
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a.J1d inert lloU.TTER, but is the grand agent employed by 
the Crea.tor to move and govern the universe. These 
views, in opposition to the doctrine of inherent attrac-
tion in matter, I advocated in Taunton, Massachusetts, 
in two Lectures I delivered before the Lyceum in 1832. 
The substance of these is embodied in six Lectures I 
delivered at the MARLBORO CHAPEL, in Boston, Janu-
ary 1843, by request of members of both branches of 
the Massachusetts Legislature then in session in that 
city ; and they have been most extensively published in 
this country, and republished in England. In that 
work they are applied to the philosophy of Mesmerism • 
. I make these remarks so that ladies and gentlemen 
present on this occasion may know, that my views of 
the ELECTRICAL THEORY of the universe, and the CON-
NECTING LINK between mind and inert matter, a.re not 
the brea.things of a momentary impulse, but of long 
and matured deliberation. 

Electrical Psychology takes a most extensive range, 
and embraces a field rich in variety of thought. It is 
so startling to human credulity, that its truth cannot 
be believed, only by passing it through the ordeal of 
the severest scrutiny by oft-repeated experiments. As 
to the character and force of these experiments, I can-
not better-express them than in the following editorial 
notice from the" Saratoga Republican." 

The editor of the Saratoga. Republican having re-
ceived a letter from the Hon. Richard D. Davis, for-
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merly a member of Congress, in relation to this sciew:o, 
writes as follows : ' 

" Dr. Dods, who professes to have discovered a DC'!f 

science, to which he applies the name of Electrical 
Psychology, is at present giving a series of remarka-
ble experiments, in our village, by way of illustrating 
its truth and undoubted reality. By it he professes to 
be able to perform the most startling and cunning ex-
periments, upon persons fu}.ly awake, and in the most 
perfect possession of all their faculties. Controlling 
their motions-standing up, they find it impossible to 
sit down ; if in a sitting posture, they are una.ble to 
rise till the operator allows them to do so. He claims 
to have the power to take away the powers of hearing, 
speech, sight, and the memory, etc., whenever he • 
pleases, and to return again these faculties instantly; 
that he can change the personal identity of certain 
individuals, making them imagine for the time being 
that they are of color, that they belong to the 
opposite sex, or that they are some renowned geneml, 
orator, statesman, or what-not. He professes to be 
able to change the_ appearance and taste of water in 
rapid succession to that of lemonade, honey, vinegar, 
molasses, wormwood, coffee, milk, brandy ; the latter 
producing all the intoxicating effects of alcohol. He 
brings before his subjects the threatening thunder-
cloud. They see the lightnings ftash and hear the 
thunders roll ; the- storm bursts over their heads, and 
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they ·ftee to a place of shelter, under a table, bench, 
or any thing that offers protection. All this while the 
individuals experimented upon are perfectly awake and 
in possession of their reasoning faculties. 
· "We are well aware, that the first impression upon 
dle mind of the reader will be, that all this is absurd, 
ridiculous, and utterly impossible. This would be the 
natural conclusion of every one who had never 
nessed any of these surprising phenomena ; but the 
reality of all this is maintained by some of the most 
respectable and talented men in the country. We 
have permission to refer to several individuals of the 
highest standing and character, who are believers in 
this science, and have been pupils of Dr. Dods. We 
have before us a letter written by Hon. RICHARD D. 
DAvis, from which we make the following extract. 
Mr. Davis says : 

" The science which Dr. Dods teaches, is to my mind 
alike novel, instructive, and useful-full of speculation 
fit for the loftiest intellect, and replete with rich in. 
etrnctions for every condition of human life. So far 
as I am able to judge, I can safely say, that no person 
of ordinary capacity and intelligence can take the usual 
couree of lessons from the doctor, who will not at its end 
sincerely acknowledge himself more than tenfold repaid 
for its cost of time, trouble, and expense ; and the more 
the ability and information of the individual may be, 
the more ready will be the acknowledgment. I am un-
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willing to express more than half the gra.ti:fioation.IIIIQ 
instruction whieh I have received, and. if my recom-
mendation can prevail with any one to become his. -pu-
pil, it is most cheerfully and earnestly giTen." 

What I have now read in your hearing, will give you 
some idea of the nature of the experiments, and also 
what claims Electrical Psychology has, in the opinion 
of distinguished men, in relation to its pretensions to 
science and usefulness. But there is no question, that 
ladies and gentlemen, after admitting that these exper-
iments are truly wonderful, and to them incomprehens-
ible, will yet ask, of what use are they to the human 
race 1 The great usefulness and transcendent import-
ance of this science to the human race consist in its 
curative powers over those diseases that medicine can-
not remove. As facts come home to men's bosoms, 
and rebuke the skeptic in a voice of thunder, so I can-
not give a better answer to the question, nor render you 
a better service, than to read a few extracts from the 
city papers of Auburn, New York, where I last lectur-
ed and experimented. It is as follows : 

"HIRAM BosTwicK, Esq., so long and so well known 
in this city [Auburn] and county, during more than two 
years before he saw Dr. Dods, did not take a natural 
step. For a year and a half last past, could only 
slowly drag his feet along, as though they were attached 
to wooden legs, and, at that, did not attempt to drag 
himself about the streets. Besides an attack lad 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



LECTURE I. 23 

tp:ing (which Wa& the fifth stroke of palsy he had re-
ceived), he could not even distinguish light from dark-

with his ·right eye. In a word, he was dead to 
happiness and usefulness. He met Dr, Dods, and in 
less than a. week he was taking walks of a mile in 
length. With his right eye he distinguishes persons, 
and ia constantly improving, while he is · daily prome-
nading our streets with the perfect control and use of 
every muscle, and is quite as happy as any man we 
meet." 

I will read again from another Auburn paper. It is 
as follows: 

" Do the dumb speak and the deaf head In Au-
burn, in October, 1849, they do. This forenoon, two 
girls went to the City Hall, neither of whom could hear 
a conversation in an ordinary tone. They were ope-
rated upon some five or six minutes each, upon the 
principles of Electrical Psychology as taught by Dr. 
Dods, and when tbey left, one of them could distinctly 
hear an ordinary conversation, and the other could as 

- distinctly hear a whisper." 
" Yesterday noon, a lady from Massachusetts called 

upon Dr. Dods, at the Western Exchange. Her eye-
lids were so drawn down over her eyes that she could 
not see, and she could not talk. In twenty minutes 
she could both see and converse. If any one discredits 
this statement, let him ask Gen. Wood, the gentle-
manly proprietor of the Exchange. When this blind 
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and dumb lady came, her female stM«i·>to 
Gen. Wood, that her friend had not opened chGI! .tyes; 
for three years, and for the last year had not utieretl 
a syllable. The afBicted lady made the ·sa.Jne stae&. 
ment, after the doctor had restored her wonted powell 
of speech. During the three years, she was for one of 
them confined in a dark room, to avoid the supposed 
injurious effects of light. She could not raise the up-
per lids of the eyes. 

" Such was her situation when she called upon Dr. 
Dons at the Exchange yesterday ; and in half a.n hour 
she left again, drinking in with delight the prospec& 
about her, and from which for years she had been en-
tirely shut out, and while at the same time she poured 
forth her joy in words which it may be well imagined 
were those of the purest ecstasy. Her friends tried 
to prevail upon her, when she reached the carriage at 
the door, to shield her eyes, lest the sudden change 
from darkness to glare should have a deleterious in-
fluence upon those sensitive and delicate organs; but 
a gaze about the city WI!-B too rich a treat to be 
lost,. and she availed herself of the opportunity to 
enjoy it. 

" As this lady had been 80 long 80 severely 
afBicted, had availed herself of the knowledge and skill 
afforded by the medical profession, and was a.t the time 
traveling in search of health, I thought the case wor-
thy of mention. 
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'" i])b not· u.dersiand me · to be one who, even if in 
his power, would do any. thing to depreciate the high 
enimf.tion in which the- medical profession is so justly 
held. Not at all. I regard it as one of the noblest 
or all pursuits, a.nd believe that its practitioners, as a 
class, are not excelled, if equaled, by any other in 
kindness, self-denial, and humanity. But I will say, 
that every physician ought to understand Dr. Dons' 
system of Electrical Psychology. There is no room to 
doubt that it will not only give him a knowledge of laws 
and phenomena of the human economy he does not now 
know or comprehend, but will enable him to afford re-
lief and restoration in cases where before it was out of 
his power. 

" Granting this to be so-and the appeal here is to 
facts which cannot lie-what is the duty of the honest 
physician 1 Is it to sneer at a system or science 
which, with a respectable fac(', makes even these pre-
tensions 1-which professes to unfold laws and powers 
of mind and body which they do not understand, and 
backed up by actual, tangible results, which utterly 
dumbfound the whole of them 1 Is sneering his duty, 
when his hands hold the scales in which are deposited 
life and death 1 Is it not rather his duty to investi-
gate the matter-to probe it to the bottom-to know 
an that ean be known about it 1 

" The community will a.Mwer these questions, be-
cause they are deeply interested in the answer. In 
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eures will lte performed within ·OU'·ymr, by 
the pupils of Dr. Dods, in cases where the 
medical system has been eUausted in vain. This will 
test the question. And by this test, every physician 
who sneers at Electrical Psychology will be compelled 
to abide. From it he cannot, and will not escape. 
I will refer now to only one beauty of the electro-
psychological treatment of pain and disease. Its 

is always perfect-it is of 
From the extracts which I have now read in your 

hearing, from the Auburn papers, you will at once 
perceive the power ana glory that hover around this 
science, and the importance which is claimed in its 
behalf as one of the greatest blessings ever vouchsafed 
to the human race. So that you may see the high 
estimation-in which this science is held by the citizens 
of Auburn, generally, where these cures were per-
formed, I will trouble my audience but once more, and 
ask their indulgence while I read the resolutions they 
unanimously passed in behalf of Electrical Psychology 
as a great and important science, which resolutions 
were published in the Auburn papers. I will aJso 
read the prefaced remarks of the editor. They are as 
follows: 

"ELECTRICAL PsvcsoLoGv.-Dr. Doda closed his 
Lectures, in Auburn, on Saturday evening. It will be 
seen by our columns this afternoon, that the gentlemen 
composing his CLAss, availed themselves of the ooe.. 
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eqnel8 ·their views of Electrical Psychology, 
sntl·of the manner in which the DocTOR sustained his 

. reta.tions as their Instrnctor in his system. It is 
enough to say tha.t the CLAss numbered gentlemen of 
undoubted intelligence." 

" Proceedings adopted by the .IJ.uburn Psychological 
Class. 

"At a meeting of the CLAss of forty-five persons, 
who had taken private of Dr. J. B. Dons in 
the science of Electrical Psychology, held at the City 
Hall, in the city of Auburn, on the 27th day of Octo-
ber, 1849, John P. Hulbert was called to the chair, 
and Dr. S . N. Smith appointed secretary. 

" On motion, a committee of three was appointed 
by the chairman to draft and report to the meeting 
resolutions expressive of the views and feelings of Dr. 
Dods' pupils, in the city of Auburn, in respect to the 
lessons and lectures given them by him." 

" On motion, the chairman and secretary were 
added to the committee. 

" The committee reported the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted by the meeting. 

"Resolved, That the science of ELECTRICAL Psv-
CHOLOGT, as taught to this class, by Dr. J. B. Dons, 
in a series of private instructions and lectures, we heM 
Jieore tA) be founded in IMMUTABLE TRUTH, &nd that it 
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will accomplish for the human race an inappreciable 
amount of good. 

" Resolved, That we believe ELECTRICAL PsYCHO-
LOGY has been, and will be eminently useful in allevi-
ating the pains of the suffering, and in the cure of dis-
eases; that it is as CQmprehensive as it is beautiful 
and beneficent ; and that it is not only eminently cal-
culated to enlarge and elevate the mind, but to impress 
upon it more exalted ideas of the infinite wisdom and 
goodness of the DEITY. 

"Resolved, That we tender to Dr. DoDs our thanks 
for the courteous and gentlemanly manner in which he 
has discharged his duties to us as his pupils. That 
be has, in all respects, redeemed every pledge or as-
surance that he gave us when we became his pupils, 
and that in parting from him we give him our warmest 
wishes for his prosperity and happiness. 

" On motion, resolved, That the proceedings of this 
meeting be signed by the chairman and secretary, and 
delivered to Dr. DoDs, and that they be published in 
the newspapers of the city. 

"JoHN P. HuLBERT, Chairman. 
"S. N. SMITH, Secretary." 

The subject of these Lectures is now fairly open 
before us. I have explained what I mean by term 
ELECTRICAL PsYCHOLOGY, and why I saw fit to give 
the science this name. The wonderful and 11tartling 
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phenomena that hover around it, like so many invisi-
ble angels, arid which are made manifest in the experi-
ments produced, I have also candidly stated. They 
consist in the fact, that one human being can, through 
a certain nervous influence, obtain and exercise a 
power over another, so as to perfectly control his vol-
untary motions and muscular force ; and also produce 
various impressions on his mind, however extravagant, 
ludicrous, or wild-and that too while he is in a per-
fectly wakeful state. I have stated, that it is one of 
the most powerful remedial agents to alleviate the 
pains of the suffering, and to cure those diseases that 
set the power of medicine, and the skill of the ablest 
practitioner, at defiance. And from the published 
newspaper articles, letters, and resolutions of most 
highly reputable, and even distinguished men, which I 
have just read in your hearing, you can form an opin-
ion of the effects produced, of the cures performed, of 
the high estimation in which this science is held by 
those who have acquainted themselves with its secret 
powers, and of their high estimate of its incalculable 
importance to the human race, and the future amount 
of good it is ultimately destined to 

I have only read to you the testimony of the citizens 
of Auburn, but could produce the testimony of thou-
sands more, from the various portions of the United 
States where I have lectured--of the importance of 
this science in the cure of diseases ; and those, too, of 
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a DJ.ore startling eharaeter than any+ha.ve D81M1f.: · -1 
ea.n produce the testimony of hundreds, that t}lls. soi-
ence has, in fifty minutes, restored to Lucy Ann Allen, 
of Lynchburg, Virginia, the use of her limbs ; wao 
had not walked a step in eighteen years, nor had she 
even been able to raise herself up ftom her pillow so as 
to sit in her bed for more than fourteen years. Such 
is the nature and intrinsic grandeur of this SciENCE ; 
such are the experiments and facts connected with it ; 
such are its results that stamp it with the high im-
press of its sterling importance to mankind; and 
such are its lofty end and aim ; and as such it must 
stand when the pillars of strength and beauty that 
support our Capitol shall fall and be crumbled to 
dust. 

Some have the impression, that Electrical Psychology 
is, after all, but Mesmerism. In answer to such I will 
say, that there is a. very marked difference between the 
two sciences, and this difference is easily pointed out. 
MEsMERisM is the doctrine of sympathy ; ELEC-
TRICAL PSYCHOLOGY is the doctrine of IMPRESSIONS. 
In Mesmerism there is a sympathy so perfect between 
the magnetizer and subject, that what he sees, the sub-
ject sees--what he hears, the subject hears-what he 
feels, the subject feels-what he tastes, the subject 
tastes-and what he smells, the subject also smells ; 
and lastly, what the magnetizer wills, is likewise the 
will of his subject. But the person in the electro-
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psychologieal. state has no such sympathies with his 
oper&tor. His sight, hearing, feeling, taste, and 
smell are entirely independent of the operator, and he 
cmtinua.lly exerts his will against him, and resists him 
with all his muscular force. The person who is 
aroused from the mesmeric slumber, has no remem-
brance of what transpired in it ; while the person in 
the electro-psychological state, is a witness of his own 
actions, and knows all that transpired. The person in 
the mesmeric state can hear no voice but that of his 
magnetizer, or the voices of those with whom he is put 
in communication. But the person in the electro-
psychological state, can hear and converse with all as 
usual. 

If these distinctions are not sufficiently marked to 
settle the points of difference, then I will mention two 
more. I have found persons entirely and naturally in 
the electro-psychological state, who never could be 
mesmerized at all, nor in the least affected, under re-
peated trials. The other point is, that no person is 
naturally in the mesmeric state, but thousands are 

· naturally in the electro-psychological state, and live 
and die in it. MESMERISM and SOMNAMBULISM are 
identical j they are one and the same state. And as 
no person is naturally in the somnambulic state, so no 
one is naturally in the mesmeric state. Though the 
experiments of both these states are performed by the 
same nervous fluid, yet this does not render the two 
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sciences identical, any more than ,that they are ren-
dered identical with fits, or insanity, which are caused 
by the same nervous force. These observations being 
sufficient for my purpose, are respectfully submitted to 
you for your candid 
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LECTURE II. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

As the subject of Electrical Psychology is now fairly 
introduced, its phenomena stated, and its importance 
to the human race clearly pointed out, we are now pre-
pared to enter the diversified fields of nature ; to 
glance at the operations of mental and material exist-
ences ; and to proceed understandingly to the consid-
eration of its claims to PHILOSOPHY, as the foundation 
on which it rests, and the power by which its existence 
must be sustained. But as I am fully sensible that 
such strange facts as I have stated are most trying to 
human credulity-sensible that they are calculated to 
awaken the deepest feelings of contempt in the bosoms 
of the skeptical, and to draw forth the sneers of man-
kind-so I must be indulged to speak, in the first 
place, of the march of science, the beauty of the inde-
pendent expression of our thoughts, and to notice the 
fate of the opponents of science in all ages of the 
world. 

Entering, as I do, upon a theme entirely new, I am 
by no means insensiblo of the embarrassments _that 

2• 
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81lrround me. Were I called to address you upon.auy 
other subject than that of ELECTRICAL PsYCHOLOGY, 
I should stand before you with other feelings than 
those that now pervade my breast. It is by no means 
an enviable task to step aside from the long beaWi 
path of science into the unexplored and trackless re-
gions of solitude and silence. By so doing, and daring 
to think for myself, I am well aware that I assume ao 
very enviable position as it regards popularity. Inde-
pendent thought and fearless expression have ever 
drawn forth the scoffs !l.{J.d sneers of that portion of OlU' 

race who have adopted, without investigation, the aci-
entific opinions of others. I refer to those only who 
have received their ideas from others by inheritance, as 
they did their real estate. For the one they never 
labored, and for the other they never thought. 

Such persons, though professing to be learned, and 
-perchance even claiming to be the guardians of science, 
are nevertheless its greatest enemies; and by exerting 
their influence in favor of old opinions, however absurd, 
and against any innovations, howeyer true, useful, or 
grand, are ehc_cking the mighty march of mind. They 
-are clogs of more than leaden weight hanging upon die 
chariot wheels of science that are rolling through our 
world. It commenced its career at the brea.king mom 
of creation, with but few passengers on board, and has 
·continued its course with increasing speed and growing 
.glory down to the present moment. It now uavels 
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and rapidity of the lightmng's blw, 
and even . eW!pels the Vf:!rY lightnings to speak in a 
familiar voice to man l Yes ; they even write, not 
only their forky gambols on the bosom of the dark 
oloud, but they write on paper, a.n.d transmit human 
thought as swift as thought can move. 

The chariot of science is destined to continue its 
majestic course, in duration coeval with our globe ! 
Still more! it is destined to outlive the dark and sullen 
catastrophe of worlds ! The chariot of science, with 
eTer increasing power, magnificence, and glory, is des-
tined to pass the boundaries of the mouldering tomb-
to snatch immortality from the iron grasp of death, and 
l'Oll on in living grandeur through the eternal world, 
gathering new accessions of intellectual beauty and 
unending delight. Its passengers here are mortal men. 
There they will be angel, archangel, chel')lbim, sel"'lt--
phim, and the glorified millions of our race ! The 
mind of man wears the impression of divinity, the 
stamp of original greatness ; and is destined to ripen 
in mental vigor as the wasteless ages of ETERNITY roll. 
Hence the very principles of our nature as an impres-
sion from the hand of God, forbid us to stand still. 
Their command is ONWARD. 

H no human being had dared to hazard the expres-
sion of an original thought, then nothing in the realms 
of science would have been disclosed by 'Speech, nor 
pemMd in books. A dreary, barren waste, wrapped 
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ad night,. would have 
conwmpla.tion. But instead. of thl8 frigWul picture 
of desolation, we see those fruitful fields of mental and 
moral beauty, so rich in the aeenery of thought, tmd in 
endless variety, present themselYes to 'OW' ··'fiew. ·A 
secret rapture of thrilling delight fills tho heart as we 
glance over this lovely scene, on which human research 
has thrown a splendor surpassing that of the noontide 
blaze. 

Had not some master spirits dared to freely speak 
and write their thoughts, then those pretended friends 
of science, who now every thing that may ap-
pear to them both new and strange, would have been 
destitute of that knowledge they obtained frotn books; 
and not daring to think for themselves, they would have 
remained in mental night. It is by daring to step aside 
from tho beaten track of books, and bringing forth from 
the dark arcana of nature into tho light of day some 
new truth, tna.t we add our mite to the common stock 
of knowledge already accumulated. He who denies us 
this grand right of our nature is a scientific bigot, and 
has yet to learn, that even the school and college were 
only established to discipline the mind for action. 
There the.wtudent, through books and instructors, is 
only made to see how other men have dared to think, 
and speak, and write, and thus his mind, being made 
to feel ita innate freedom, power, and greatness, be-
comes inspired with a seU'-deteJ:mination to do tbe. 
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end of human existence. On the (Jther hand, he who 
goes through life, leaning upon books and the 
opinions . of odlers, without thinking for himself, ren-
ders his preSent existenee a blank, inasmuch as he lays 
his head in the dust, without its having beqneathed one 
original thooght to the world, fur the benefit of after 
generations. 

The truths that God has established inherent in na-
t-are, are not only infinitely diversified, but are at the 
same time immutable and eternal. No possible addi-
tion -can be made to their number, nor is it in the power 
o£ man to create or annihilate a single trnth in the EM-

PIRE of NATURE. They exist independent of his be-
luf or unheluf; and all he can do is to search them 
out, and bring them forth from darkness into the light 
of day. And be who has the magnanimity to do this, 
so far from being opposed and persecuted, should be 
sustained and encouraged as the benefactor of his race. 

The Creator of the universe is the Author and Pro-
prietor of the great volumes of nature and revelation. 
Renee divines, at least those who are men of letters, 
should not start at any new scientific revelations, and 
exclaim, "If this be trne we must give up our Bibles !" 
As men of science, they have nothing to fear from new 
discoveries in the shoreless ocean of trnth. vol-
umes of NATURE and RI:VELATJON both claim the same 
perfect Author, who had every thing open and naked 
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tp his mspe(}tion, and· ,... 
dom in producing and establishing the order. and har-
mony o£ the universe. 

Though . this .globe, and perhaps the whole of our 
planetary system, was finished six thousand yeal'S ago, 
yet we ho. ve oo reason to suppose that this was the first 
effort of his creating energy. We are floating in an 
immensity of. space that knows no bounds, like the 
mote in the sunbeam. This is peopled with rolling 
worlds, in number beyond an angel's computation. 
And the residue, which has not yet become the abodes 
of light, life, order, and beauty, is filled up with mat-
ter still in its uncreated state. Hence the work of 
creation has been going on from eternity, and will con-
tinue to progress, so long as the throne of the self-ex-
istent Jehovah endures, without ever arriving at an end 
in the sublime career of creation ! New brother crea-
tions are every moment rolling from his omnific hand, 
and that creating fiat will never, never cease. 

These ideas of the wonder-working Jehovah, from 
whose all-forming hand worlds and systems of worlds 
are continually rolling, and have been, for millions on 
millions of ages, force upon us those amazing concep-
tions of the oppressive grandeur of his works under 
which the mind labors and struggles in its contempla-
tions, but is borne down, and lost and bewildered in 
the immensity of the theme. ORDER, VARIETY, AND 

U:Aunr, in endless auoceuion, meet us OR ev_, haacl. 
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All! thlE{has been accomplished by the In:tinite Mind, 
through electrical action, and bespeaks · the vastness 
and sublimity of the subject. It is the science of the 
living mind, its silent, mysterious workings, a.nd ener-
getic powers. It is a science that involves the majes-
tic movement of rolling worlds, the falling leaf, and 
claims the GREAT LAw of the universe as its own. 
The vastness, as well as the transcendent importance 
of the subject, clearly evince that it is worthy to be 
embraced by every independent, noble, and generous 
mind. You will pardon me, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
for having, by a momentary digression from the pres-
ent chain of my subject, anticipated a few ideas in 
relation to the creation and its vastness. These more 
properly belong to a future Lecture, when I shall come 
to show what connection this science has with the uni-
verse-with rolling worlds--yes, with a falling leaf. 
The fall of a single leaf is a catastrophe as dreadful to 
the thousands of inhabitants of its surface as tlie de-
struction of this globe would be to us. And· the blot-
ting out of our globe from the eatalogue of worlds, 
would no more be missed amid the immensity of crea-
tion than the fall of a leaf compared to the sublime 
magnificence of the countless forests on this globe. 
From this digression I return to my subject. 

That Electrical Psychology should meet with oppo.-
siti<>n from men of a peculiar constitution of mind, and 
a oerit.ia degree of scieutifio a.Uainments, ia. nothing 
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strange. Nor is it ;tt all miraculouij, 
are deemed men of talents, should oppos_e, -. 
deride it as a. humbug. But as GENIUS is 
higher than TALENTs, so I boldly and safely make the 
declaration that no man of GENIUS has ever opposed . 
Electrical Psychology ; nor in any age of the world 
has GENIUS ever been enlisted in opposing the dawning 
light of any of the sciences that have arisen on earth 
from the morning of creation to the present day. But 
as before remarked, that this science should meet with 
opposition from that class of scientific men, who al-
ways stand watching the direction in which the breeze 
of popularity may chance to blow with the strongest 
force, and who are anxious, through these means, to 
bring themselves into notice, and thus gain a mo-
mentary fame from the passing crowd, is nothing 
strange. It only proves the fact that ELECTRICAL 
PsYCHOLOGY is, in the infancy of its being, destined 
to share the fate of all great and useful sciences, that 
now stand unshaken in the republic of letters. All, 
in their infancy, received from such men a like opposi-
tion, and upon their founders they freely breathed out 
their derision, scorn, and sneers. 

Harvey discovered the CIRCULATION of the blood, 
and disclosed it to the world. He was opposed and 
derided, and much of that talent, learning, and cun-
ning we have referred to, was enlisted against him. 
They sought to paralyse the towering wing of his 
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GENius'; , to blast his reputation ; to wither the fairest 
1lowers of his domestic love, hope, and joy ; and to 
hurl his brilliant discovery from the light of day to the 

- / 
darkness of night. But Harvey's name stands immor-
tal on the records of true fame, and the blood still 
continues to frolic in crimson streams through its liv-
ing channels, while his learned opposers are forgotten. 
Galileo discovered the rotation of this globe on its axis. 
So great was the opposition of the learned powers com-
bined against him, that they arraigned him and his 
theory at the august and awful bar of humbug. There 
they fairly tried him and his discovery under the splen-
did and majestic witnesses of derision, sneer, and 
scorn ; and the court very gravely decided, that his 
discovery was a heresy, and that he must openly ac-
knowledge it to be so to the world. To this sentence 
he submitted-acknowledged his theory to be a heresy, 
but remarked, that he nevertheless believed it true. 
Galileo lives in the bright page of history. That sen-
tence did not arrest the globe in its mighty course. It. 
still continues to roll on its axis as he discovered and 
proclaimed, while the learned opposers of his theory, 
who courted popular favor at the expense of honor, are 
sunk into merited oblivion. 

NEwToN's GENius, whell he was but a. boy, intui-
tively drove him to study gravitation by piling up 
small heaps of sand, and to notice more strictly this 
power in the falling apple. It drove him to study 
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adhesion by wa.tohing the union of the particled water 
at the side of some favorite stream ; and to perfect 
this science he is next at the centre of the globe. 
From gathering pebbles in boyish sport on the ocean's 
shore, he is next among the stars, and at length pro-
claims to the world his system of PHILosoPRY and 
ASTRONOMY. He was derided and mocked as a silly-
headed fool, and his whole magnificent system was 
spurned with sneering contempt and pronounced a 
humbug by the old school of philosophers and astrono-
mers. But substances continue to respect the law of 
gravitation, and rolling worlds to obey the law of 
attraction and repulsion. NEWTON lives in the 
brightest blaze of fame ; for his name is written in 
starry coronals on the deep bosom of night, and from 
thence is reflected to the centre of the globe ; while 
the opposers of his magnificent discovery are sunk to 
the shades of unremembered nothingness. The clouds 
and mists of their own evanescent fame have become 
their winding sheet. 

Fulton was derided, and even men of sqience pointed 
at him the finger of indignant scorn, because he de-
clared that steam-a light and bland vapor, which 
could be blown away by human breath--could move an 
engine of tremendous power, and propel vessels of 
thousands of tons burthen against wind and waves and 
tides. They declared it to be the greatest of humbugs, 
and the most silly idea. that ever entered a silly brain; 
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or the fi'itik of a. knave to make men invest c&pi-
tal · in order to effect their ruin. His friends, even 
though not over-sanguine of success, yet defended him 
is a man of honor. But Fui.TON "stood firm amidst 
the varying tides of party like the rock far from land, 
that lifts its majestic head above the waves, and re-
mains unshaken by the storms that agitate the ocean." 
So stern was the opposition, that some of the commit-
ted skeptics, who sailed from New York to Albany in 
the steamboat that first tried the-experiment, declared, 
that it was impossible they had been conveyed a dis-
tance of one hundred and fifty miles by §team power ' 
-.nd that it must, after all, have been some power aside 
from steam, by which they had been enabled to reach 
Albany! The impression of FuLTON's GENIUS is 
seen on all the machinery moved in our happy countiy 
by this subtile power. It is seen in railroad and 
steamboat communications, that bring the distant por-
tions of the United States in conjunction. It is seen 
in the majestic STEAMSHIPS of England, that bring 
her and the transatlantic world into neigborhood with 
us, by a power that triumphs over ·an the stormy ele-
ments of nature. FuLToN, as a man of GENIUs, is 
remembered as one of the great men of the universe, 
while his opposers are silent and forgotten. 

Thus far, I have spoken of the physical and me-
chanical sciences only, involving the chemical proper-
ties of material substances, and the general operations 
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of na.ture. 1 now come to those that rel'"e to the. im7 
provement of the mind. I come still home. 
The sciENCE of PHRENOLOGY, so beautiful, elevating, 
and useful in its nature, and having so strong a. bearing 
upon the character a.nd destiny of man, as an 
tual, social, and moral being, a.nd even involving the 
dearest interest of our race-has been, and by some 
still is, most shamefully abused. GALL, its discov-
erer, was persecuted; and SPURZHEUti, CoMBE, and 
FowLER have received unmerited abuse. The two 
Fowlers, of New York, have for years withstood the 
storm of OJ>position. Thus far, they have most suc-
cessfully met and repulsed the assaults of men-won 
the victory-gathered new accessions of strength, and 
still hold the field. They are business men, who never 
slumber at the post of duty. They have made new 
discoveries nnd improvements ; gathered an immense 
variety of cabinet specimens of skulls and busts, from 
the idiot up to the most brilliant intellect--from the 
cold-blooded murderer up to the melting soul of a be-
nevolent and philanthropic Howard. They have maie 
a. righteous development of true character in the phre-
nological examinations of thousands of human heads ; 
have directed the anxious parent how to train up the 
child of his affections ; have pointed out to the sighing 
lover how to choose a congenial spirit of companionship 
for life ; and have poured the light of mental and moral 
improvement in silvery streams on the GRAND .EMPIU 
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oF MIND. Yet such a science as this has beeri called 
a ' humbug! and such men as these have been assailed. 
'fheir bones arc worthy to repose with the great men 
of the universe, and their names shall live on the 
bright scroll of fame down to the last vibrating pendu-
lum of time.:--shall . live when the opposers of phreno-
logical science shall have sunk from human remem-
brance. 

Such has been the fate of all sciences in the infancy 
of their existence. The moment they were born into 
Jife, the battle-axe was raised against them, and each 
in succession has fought its way up to manhood. The 
victory in favor of truth has always been sure, and 
millions of sycophants in the contest have perished. 

How lamentable is the consideration, that there are 
those in this day of light, who, regardless of the warn-
ing voice of past generations, coming up from ten thou-
sand graves, still shut their ears and close their eyes-
and even sacrifice principle, to keep popular with those 
on whom they depend for a momentary fame. But 
they are not the men whose names will stand imperish-
able in the annals of history, to be handed down to 
future generations. They are destined to perish from 
Iruman and not a trace of them be left 
on earth. 

I would not be understood as dissuading you from 
the pursuit of true fame. I do not despise its noble 
glory ; but am fully sensible, that of all characters ever 
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fOI'IDed and sustained by human beings, W&t ·of true 
fame-stands unrivaled and supreme on the' page or·his-
tory. 

Though man is mortal, and his present eiistenee 
ephemeral, yet during the short span of three-seore 
years and ten, to what a transcendent height in the cul-
tivation of his powers is he capable of soaring ! True, 
his station is humble; yet he who, with an unstained 
hand, has honorably grasped the meed of righteous 
fame, has clothed himself with power, has wreathed his 
brow with llD.dying laurels, and invested himself with 
the · true majesty of his nature. Fame has been alter-
nately assigned to the hero, the statesman, the philoSO: 
pher, astronomer, theologian. But fame is not confined 
to any rank or pursuit in life. It can only exist in the 
breathings of righteousness. The philosopher and as-
tronomer, though chained down to earth by the law of 
gravitation, and tabernacled with the worm, may feel 
within a · stirring greatness that allies them to higher 
intelligences in future worlds, and that bids them bear 
their brow aloft. They may station themselves on a 
mental elevation above the world, and lift their tower-
ing heads to the stars. From this pinnacle of glory, 
they may range in loftiest thought the universe of God, 
and even struggle to grasp the nnbounded empire over 
which Jehovah reigns, with all its moving worlds, and 
yet, if this be all, true fame does not lie here. It iS 
not the birthright of the philosopher or astronomer, un-
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they are in possession of someth4lg more tbn in· 

tellecmal power. 
True fame is not the birthright of the hero. The 

blaze of glory that has for ages encircled his head, and 
with. its brilliancy so long dazzled the world, is begin. 
Ding to grow dim. The laurels that decorate his sullen 
brow have been gathered at the cannon's .mouth, from 
a soil enriched with human gore, and watered by the 
.tears of bereavement. That fancied pinnacle of glory 
c.>n which he proudly stands, has been gained by con-
quest and slaughter. His way to it lay over thousands 
of his fellow-creatures, whose warm hearts had ceased 
to throb ; and the music that followed his march, was 
the widow's moan and the orphan's wail. True fame 
does not lie here. It sounds not in the cannon's roar, 
the clashing steel, the rattling drum, nor in the fright-
ful crash of resounding arms! It is not heard in mar-
tial thunder. It is not seen in villages on fire, nor in 
Moscow's confla_gration-that ocean of :flame ! True 
fame breathes not in the deep-heaving sigh of despair-
ing love, nor draws its immortality from dying groans 
on fields of war. It has a higher origin-a nobler 
birth-a more elevated aim. True fame consists in 
the LOFTY ASPIRATIONS AFTER INTELLECTUAL AND 

xouL TRUTH ; and when these are found and cherish-
ed, that so deep will be the convictions of duty, sus-
tained by sterling honor, that no popularity-no bribes 
of wealth and splendor-no fear of frowns, nor even 
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the hazard of . life exposed to wasting tortures shall 
deter that man from expressing and ma.intaining such 
truth. He who does this, possesses true and righteous 
fame. 

Should the scoffers of science challenge me to 
produce such an example of true fame ever being set 
on earth, I would point them to one perfect specimen 
on the sacred page. I would point them to the SoN OF 

MAN, in the majesty of whose virtues, honor, and firm-
ness in proclaiming truth, language is impoverished, all 
human description fails, and the living light of elo-
quence is darkened forever. 
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LECTURE m 
LA DIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

PEllHAPS I have dwelt sufficiently long upon the pre-
liminaries of my subject. I have done so to bring dis-
tinctly before you its nature, and clearly state its incal-
culable importance to the human family. I have done 
so to remind you of the opposition, sneers, and scorns 
that the noblest sciences have encountered in the infan-
cy of their being, and in all ages of the world. I have 
reminded you that this has been done, not by men of 
GENrus, whose names are registered on the scroll of 
true fume, and have come down to future 
but it bas been done by that particular class of the 
learned who have so large a share of the love of appro-
bation as to study public opinion, and follow it, right 
or wrong, and thus beg a momentary fame from the 
passing crowd, which is destined to expire in darkness, 
and vanish from human remembrance, before the break-
ing ligltt of truth. I have dwelt thus long upon these 
points, so that opposition to this science may not sur-
prise you, nor the real character of the opponent be 
miataken. 

3 
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Having removed every obstacle that might embarrass 
my course, and having plenty of sea-room,' I am now 
ready to embark in defence of one of the greatest of 
causes. I stand before you to lecture upon the won-
derful and mysterious science of Electrical Psychology. 
I stand here to exhibit by tangible experiments those 
wonderful phenomena that cluster around it, and philO-
sophically to defend its paramount claims to immutable 
truth. The successful discharge of this incumbent 
duty, forces upon us the necessity of ranging the uni-
verse, and summoning the vast works of earth and 
heaven to the blr of reason, in order to investigate their 
effects, · and trace them back to their correspondent 
causes. You are the empanneled jury to try this cause, 
and I rejoice that I have the honor to argue so interest-
ing a point before the TALE:tn' AKD WIS-

DOM OF MY COUNTRY, However skepticaJ. men may be 
in relation to any thing new, yet so far as stern reality 
is in its nature concerned, we have this pleasi.Dg con-
sideration, that the unbelief of men cannot frown truth 
into falsehood, nor can the belief of men smile false-
hood into truth. Hence the belief or unbelief of mor-
tals cannot in the least affect those truths that God has 
established inherent in nature, and with which his un-
bounded universe swarms. 

I stand here to defend the electrical theory of the 
universe against the assaults of men, to notice the im-
mense variety of material existences, to glance at the 
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fopns of living bell.uty,. to scrutinize the ohea-

ical Properties of created substances, and to pour, if 
possible, the light of truth on rolling worlds. Let us 
even venture to step ba.ck beyond the threshold of crea-
tion-venture to lift the da.rk curtains of primeval 
night, and muse upon that original, eternal material, 
that slumbered in the deep bosom of chaos, and out of 
which all the tangible substances we see and admire 
were made. That eternal substance is electricity, and 
eontains all the original properties of all things in be-
ing. Hence all worlds and their splendid appendages 
were made out of electricity, and by that powerful, all-
pervading agent, under Deity, they are kept in motion 
from age to age. Electricity actuates the whole frame 
of nature, and produces all the phenomena that trans-
pire throughout the realms of unbounded space. It is 
the most powerful and subtile agent employed by the 
Creator in the government of . the universe, and in car-
rying on the multifarious operations of nature. Mak-
ing a slight variation in the language of the poet, I may 
with propriety say-

" It warms in the sun, refreshes in the breeze, 
Glowa in the stars, and blosaoms in the trees; 
Lives through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent; 
Breathes in our souls, informs our mortal part, 
As full, 81 perfect, in a hair 81 heart ; 
AI fuJl, Iii perfect, in 'rile mao that mourllll, 
As the rapt seraph, that adores and burna ; 
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It claims all high and low, ull great and small; 
It fills, it bounds, connects, and equals all." 

It is immaterial to what department of this globe 
and its surrounding elements we turn our attention, 
electricity is there. Wherever we witness eonvulsioitiJ 
in nature, the workings of this mighty, unseen power 
are the:re. It writes its path in lightning on the sul-
len brow of the dark cloud, and breathes out rolling 
thunder. Though cold and invisible in its equalized 
and slumbering state, yet it is the cause of light and 
heat, which it creates by the inconceivable rapidity of 
its motion and friction on other particles of matter. 
It is the cause of evaporation from basined oceans and 
silvery lakes-from majestic rivers and rolling streams, 
and from the common humidity of the earth. It forms 
aerial conductors in the heavens, through which this 
moisture in vapory oceans is borne to the highest por-
tions of our globe, and stored up in magazines of rain, 
and snow, and hail! It is electricity that, by its cold-
ness, condenses the storm, and opens these various 
magazines in mild beauty or awful terror on the world. 
It is electricity that, by the production of beat, rare-
fies the air, gives wings to the wind, and directs their 
course. It is this unseen agent, that causes the gen-
tle zephyrs of heaven to fan the human brow with a 
touch of delight-that moves the stirring gale-that 
arms the sweeping hurricane with power-that gives 
to the roaring tornado all its dreadful eloquence of 
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vengeance IUld terror, a.nd .clothes the mid-day sun in 
.light. It gives us the soft, pleasing touches of the 
ewming twilight, and the crimson blushes of the rising 
morn. It is electricity that, by its effects of light and 

,.. lu4t, produces the blossoms of spring, the fruits of 
summer, the laden bounties of autumn, and moves on 
the vast mass of vegetation in all the varieties and 
blended beauties of creation. It bids winter close the 
varied scene. It is electricity that, by its most awful 
impressions, causes the _earthquake to awake from its 
Tartarean den, to speak its rumbling thunder, convulse 
the globe, and mark out its path of ruin. 

If we turn to man, and investigate the secret stir-
rings of his nature, we shall find, that he is but an 
epitome of the universe. The chemical properties of 
all the various substances in existence, and in the 
most exact proportions, are congregated and concen-
trated in him, and form and constitute the very ele-
ments of his being. In the composition of his body 
are involved all the mineral and vegetable substances 
of the globe, even from the grossest matter, step by 
step, up to the most rarefied and fine. And, lastly, 
to finish this masterpiece of creation, the brain is in-
vested with a living spirit. This incomprehensible 
spirit, like an enthroned deity, presides over, and gov-
erns through electricity, as its agent, all the voluntary 
motions of this organized, corporeal universe; while 
its living presence, and its involuntary, self-moving 
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PQwers cause all the Qfr life to. 
proceed in their course. Hence be-, 
ings and all animated existences are subject tQ the 
same grand electrical law that pervades the universe, 
and moves all worlds under the superintendence of the 
involuntary powers of the infinite Spirit. 

On this principle, it will be plainly perceived, that 
as man is subjected to the same common law that per-
vades the universe, so electricity is the connecting 
link between and MATTER. As it is co-eternal 
with spirit or mind, so it is the only substance in be-
ing that mind can directly touch, or through which 
it can manifest its powers. It is the servant of the 
mind to obey its will and execute its commands. It 
is through electricity, that the mind conveys its vari-
ous impressions and emotions to others, and through 
this same medium receives all its impressions from the 
external world. It is · by electricity that the minq 
contracts the muscles, raises the arm, and performs 
all the voluntary motions of this organized body. This 
I will now proceed to prove. 

It will be readily perceived by eTery one acquainted 
with electrical science, that if I can find an individual 
standing in a negative relationship to myself, or by 
any process render him so, then I, being the positivtt 
power, can, by producing electrical impressions from 
my own mind upon his, control his muscles with the 
most perfect ease. This is evident, because the pori-
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tive and . negative forces electrically and magnetically 
blend, are equal in power, and paralyze each other; 
or, on the contrary, produce motion. This great and 
interesting truth I will prove to a demonstration, by 
experiments upon ladies and gentlemen in this audi-
ence, while they are entirely awake, and in perfect 
possession of all their reasoning faculties. Before I 
proceed to produce these astonishing and even startling 
results, I will, in the first pface, prove that ELECTRI-

CITY is the CONNECTING LINK between MIND and inert 
MATTER, and is the AGENT that the mind employs to 
con1ract and relax the muscles, and to produce all the 
voluntary and involuntary motions of the body. 

To bring this before you in the most plain and intel-
ligible manner, I would first remark that the brain is 
the fountain of the nervous system, from whence it 
sends out its millions of branches to every part of the 
body. Indeed, the brain is but a congeries of nerves, 
and is the immediate residence of the living spirit. 
This spirit or mind is the cause ·of all motion, whether 
that ID.otion be voluntary or involuntary. It wills the 
arm to rise, and immediately the arm obeys the man-
date; while the very presence of this 'mind in the 
brain, even though wrapped in the insensibility of 
sleep, produces all the involuntary motions of the 
vitals, and executes the functions of life. 

To establish the fn.ct that electricity is, indeed, the 
connecting link between the· MIND and the BODY, I 
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would in the first place distinctly remark; tthat mind 
cannot come in direct contact with gross matter. My 
mind can no more directly touch my hand, tha.n. ii can 
the mountain rock. My mind cannot touch the bones 
of my arm, nor the sinews, the muscles, the blood-ves-
sels; nor the blood that rolls in them. In p:roof of this 
position, let one hemisphere of the brain receive what 
is called a stroke of the palsy. Let the paralysis be 
complete, and one half of the system will be rendered 
motionless. In this case, the mind may will with all 
its energies-may exert all its mental powers-yet the 
arm will not rise, nor the foot stir. Yet the bones, 
sinews, muscles, and blood-vessels are all there, and 
the blood as usual continues to :flow. Here then we 
have proof the most irresistible, that mind can touch 
none of these ; for what the mind can touch it can 
move, as easily as what the hand can physically touch 
it can move. Our proof is so far philosophically con-
clusive. 

I would now remark, that it is equally certain my 
mind can touch some matter in my body, otherwise I 
could never raise my arm at all. The question, then, 
arises, What is that mysterious substance which the 
mind can touch, as its prime agent, by which it pro-
duces muscular motion 1 In the light our subject now 
stands, the answer is most simple. It is that 11tf'1J 
substance which was disturbed in this paralysis, and 
that is the nervous :fluid, which is animal electricity, 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



LECTURE III. 57 
and forms the connecting link between mind and mat• 

Mind is the only substance in the universe that 
possesses inherent motion and living power as its two 
PlLlM'EVAL "EFFICIENTs. These two seem to be insepa-
rable, because there can be no manifestation of power 
except through motion. Hence MIND is the first grand 
moving cause. It is the first link in the magnificent 
chain of existing substances. This mind wills. This 
mental energy, as the creative force, is the second link, 
and stirs the nervous force, which is electricity. This 
is. the third link. This electricity causes the nerve to 
vibrate. This is the fourth link. The vibration of 
the nerve contracts the fibre of the muscle. This is 
the fifth link. The contraction of the muscle raises 
the bone or the arm. This is the sixth link. And 
the arm raises dead matter. This is the seventh link. 
So it is through a chain of seven links that mind comes 
in contact with dead matter ; that is, if we allow the 
creative force--the will-to be one link. This will, 
however, is not a substance, but a mere energy, or re-
sult of mind. To be plain, it is mind that touches 
electricity-electricity touches nerve--nerve touches 
muscle--muscle touches bone--and bone raises dead 
matter. It is, therefore, through this CO!!Catenation or 
chain, link by link, that the mind gives motion to and 
controls living or dead matter, and not by direct con-
tact with all substances. Hence the yroof is clear and 
positive, that the mind can come in contact with, and 

s• 
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by its volition contr.ol, the electricity of th.e body,-and 
this subtile agent with fearful power upon &Jl1 

part of the system. . 
It is evident that the mind holds its residence in the 

brain, and that it is not diffused over the whole syBtem. 
- Were it so, then our hands and feet would think, and 
in case they were amputated, we should lose part o£ 
our minds. If, then, the MIN.a, invested with ROYAL-

TY, is enthroned in the brain-and if the mind com-
mand the foot to move, or the hand rise, then it 
must send forth from its presence an agent, as ita 
PRIME MINISTER, to execute this command. This 
prime minister is ELECTRICITY, which passes from the 
brain through the nerves, as so many telegraphic wires, 
to give motion to the extremities. On this principle, 
how easy it is to understand the philosophy of a paral-
ysis. The nerve, as the grand conductor of the motive 
power, is obstructed by some spasmodic collapse, and 
the prime minister cannot pass the barrier that ob-
structs its path. In this case, the mind, as the en-
throned monarch, may WILL the arm to rise, but the 
arm remains motionless. But remove that barrier, the 
agent passes, and the arm must rise. Hence it is 
easily seen, that all motion and power originMe in 
mind. 

I have now brought before you the connecting link 
between mind and matter, and through this have shown 
you the philosophy of the contraction of the hwnan 
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muscles through mental· energy. This has ever been, 
and still is, considered an inscrutable mystery in Phys-
ioiogy. Whether it is now revealed or not, is submit-
ted to your decision. To my mind, the argument in its 
.defence is irresistible. 

Having clearly and philosophically established the 
truth, that electricity, in the form of nervous fluid, is 
indeed the connecting link between mind and inert 
matter, the question now presents itself-If the mind 
continually throws off electricity from the brain by its 
mental operations, and by muscular motion, then how 
is the supply kept up in the brain-through what 
source is it introduced into the system, and how con-
veyed to the brain 7 I answer, through the respira-
tory organs electricity is taken into the blood at the 
hmgs, and from the blood it is thrown to nerves and 
conducted to the brain, and is there secreted and pre-
pared for the use of the mind. It will be impossible 
for me to argue this point fully unless I explain at the 
same instant the philosophy of the circulation of the 
blood. As I differ also with physiologists on this 
point, and as I do not believe that the heart circulates 
the blood at all, either on the hydraulic, or any other 
principle, so I will turn your attention to this subject. 

The philosophy of the circulation of the blood is one 
of the grandest themes that can be presented for hu-
man contemplation. While discussing this matter, it 
will be clearlyma.de to appear how electricity is ga.th-
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ered from the surrounding elements, c8J!ried , into the 
system n.nd stored up in ihe ·brain to feed the- miDd 
with impre.ssions. I ·desire it to be dimnctly uader-
stood, that when I spea.k of the electricity, galvtmistn, 
and magnetism of the human system, or of the mrt7-

ous fluid, I mean one and the same thing. But before 
I proceed to notice the philosophy of the circulation of 
the blood, and the secretion of the nervous fluid, I will 
first make a few observations in relation to the ntn1U 

and blood-vessels, so that I may be distinctly under-
stood. 

I have already stated, that the brain is the fountain 
of the nervous system, and that both its hemispheres 
are made up of a congeries of nerves. They both pass 
to the cerebellum; and the spinal marrow, continued 
to the bottom of the trunk, is but the brain continued. 
In the spinal marrow, which is the grand conductor 
from the brain, is lodged the whole strength of the 
system. From this marrow, branch out thirty-
two pairs of nerves, · embracing the nerves of motion 
and those of sensation. From these branch out others, 
and others again from these ; and so on till they are 
spread out over the human system in network so infi-
nitely fine that we cannot put down the point of a nee-
dle 'vitoout feeling it-:-and we cannot feel, unless we 
touch a nerve. We see, therefore, how inconceivably 
fine the nervous system is. In all these millions of 
nerves there ia no blood. They contain the electric 
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· fluid . onl11 while the ·blood is confined to the veins a.nd 
arteries. • ·I am well aware that the blood-vessels pass 
round among the convolutions of the brain, and through 
them the blood freely flows to give that mighty organ 
action; but in the nerves themselves there is no blood. 
They a.re the residence of the living mind, and its 
prime agent, the electric fluid. 

Though I have frequently, in my public lectures, 
touched upon the philosophy of the circulation of the 
blood, and hence those remarks were reported and 
published in my " Lectures on the Philosophy of Ani-
mal Magnetism, in 1843," in connection with my 
views of the connecting link between mind and matter, 
yet I have never taken up the subject in an exact, full, 
and connected detail of argument. This I will now 
proceed to do in connection with the secretion of the 
nervous fluid. 

I would, then, in the first instance remark, that the 
air we breathe, as to its component parts, is computed 
to consist of twenty-one parts oXYGEN, and seventy-
nine parts NITROGEN. Electricity, as a universal 
agent, pervades the entire atmosphere. We cannot 
turn the electric machine in any dry spot on earth 
withou{ collecting it. Oxygen is that element which 
austains flame and animal life. Neither can exist a 
moment without it, while nitrogen, oti the contrary, 
just as sttddenly extinguishes both. The atmosphere, 
in this oompo11Dd state, is taken into the lungs. The 
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oxygen and electricity, having a strong aBtitity fot 
moisture, instantly rush to the blood, while the nitrO-
gen is disengaged and expired. The blood, being oxy-
genized and electrified, instantly assumes a bright 
cherry-red appeara.nce, a.nd by this energizing process 
has become purified and prepared for circulation. The 
lungs, and the blood they contain, are both rendered 
electrically posit-ive ; and we know that in electrical 
science two positives resist each other and fly apart. 
Hence the lungs resist the blood and force it into the 
left ventricle of the heart. The valve closes and the 
blood passes into the arteries. Hence arterial blood is 
of a bright cherry-red hue. It is by the positive force 
of electric action, propelled through every possible 
ramification of the arterial system till all its thousands 
of minute capillary vessels are charged. Along these 
arteries and all their thousands of capillary branches 
are laid nerves .of involuntary motion, but no nerves 
whatever attend the veins. Why is this so 1 Why is 
it, that nerves, like so many telegraphic wires, are laid 
along the whole arterial system in all its minute rami-
fications, but that none are laid along the venous sys-
tem 1 I press this question-Why do nerves attend 
the arteries, while none attend the veins 1 I answer, 
that nerves are laid along the arteries to receive the 
tlectric charge from the positive blood that rolls in 
them, which charge the blood received from the air in-
spired by the lungs. But as the venous blood is nega-
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to throw .oft',. a.nd henoe needs 
no attenda11t nerves to • that 
very electric charge, which the blood receives from 
each inspiration . at the lUDgi, is thrown oft' ill to the 
nerves by friction, as it l'Olls through its destined chan .. 
nels in crimson streams. At the extremities of the 
arterial system-at the very terminus of its thousands 
of capillaries, the last item of the electric charge takes 
its departure from the positive blood, escapes into the 
attendant nerves, through them is inst11,ntly conducted 
to the brain, and is there basined up for the use of the 
mind. 

The arterial blood, having thrown off its electricity 
as above described, assumes a dark-a purplish hue. 
It enters the capillaries of the veins, which are as nu-
merous as those of the arteries. The blood is now 
negative, and as the lungs, by new inspirations, are 
kept in a positive state, so the venous blood returns 
through the right ventricle of the heart to the lungs, 
on the same principle that the negative and positive 
forces rush together. There it is again electrified and 
oxygenized, changed to a bright cherry-red color, is 
again rendered positive, and is thus purified and pre-
pared once more for arterial circulation. We now 
clearly perceive it is electrically the blood circu-
lates, and electrically it recedes from, and returns to, 
the lungs through the two ventricles of the heart. 
The heart does not circulate the blood at all, as phys-
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iologists contend. The heart is the SUPREME uau-
J.AToa of this sublime and constantly ebbing and flow-
ing ocEAN of crimson life, with all its majestic rivers 
and frolicking streams, and determines with exactness 
how rapidly the whole shall flow. 
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LECTURE IV. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 
·I HAVE in my last Lecture touched upqn the philoso-

phy of the circulation of the blood, the nervous sys-
tem, and the secretion of electricity upon the brain, 
which I call the nervous fluid. As this part of my 
subject must, on account of its importance, possess 
peculiar interest to us all, I desire to dwell upon it a 
few moments longer. 

From the arguments already offered, it will be clearly 
perceived by every philosophic mind, that the circula-
ting system is in reality two distinct systems. The 
first is the ARTERIAL SYSTEM, that carries the posi-
tive blood, which is, as before stated, of a bright 
cherry-red color, and is ever flowing from the heart to 
the extremities. The second is the VENous SYSTEM, 
that Carries the NEGATIVE BLOOD, which is of a purple 
color, and is ever flowing from the extremities to the 
heart. To these two circulating systems, the heart, 
with its two auricles, two ventricles, and valves, is 
exactly adapted, so as to keep the positive and nega-
title blood apart, and to regulate the motion of both 
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And it will be perceived that the nervous system 'most 
perfectly corresponds with what I have said of the 
circulating system. I mean that nerves of involuntary 
motion are laid along the arteries to receiVe the charge 
of electricity from the positive blood that flows in them. 
These views of the circulation of the blood are strength-
ened by the fact, that the blood contains a certain por-
tion of iron ; and we well know that iron becomes a 
magnet only by induction, and loses its magnetic power 
the moment the electric current passes from it. Hence 
the blood, through the agency of the iron it contains, 
can easily assume a positive state at the instant it re- ' 
ceives the electric charge from the air at the lungs. 
It can then pass into the arteries, and by friction throw 
off its electricity into the nerves, and again assume a 
negative state as it enters the veins. 

I nOW consider the ELECTRIC Or MAGNETIC CIRCULA-
L.ATION of the blood philosophically and irresistibly 
proved. Hence the position which many assume, that 
the heart circulates the blood on the hydraulic or 
vacuum principle, is utterly unfounded in truth. And 
that the heart, in accomplishing this, exerts a force, as 
they contend, of more than one hundred thousand 
pounds, is too preposterous to be believed. · I grant 
that the heart is the strongest muscle in the human 
system ; but who can for one moment believe that its 
motive power is equal to fifty tons 1 The heart, as I 
have already does not circulate the blood at 



JV • •. . 

ap. ; , noJ: .. QJJ.,the contrary does the blood t1te heart· 
to throb. heart and luugs both receive their mo• 
tions frc>m the whjch is the fountain and 

of organic life an9- involuntary meti.on.. Hence 
the involuntary nerves from the cerebelhnn throb the 
heart and heave the lungs, and the electricity eont&ined 
in the air they inspire, the blood and sup-
plies the brain with nervous fluid, as l have already 
explained. 

Perhaps, however, the inquiry may here arise, What. 
proof is there that the involuntary nerves from the 
cerebellum throb the heart and heave the lungs, and 
that the blood is not made to circulate from the same· 
cause 1 

This double interrogatory is easily answered. In-
sert, for instance, a surgical knife between the joints of 
the vertebrre, and cut off the spinal marrow below the 
lungs and heart-all the parts below this incision will 
be so completely paralyzed, and voluntary motion and 
sensation so entirely destroyed, that we have no power 
to move the limbs by any volition we may exert; nor . 
have we any power to feel, even though the paralyzed 
limbs should be broken to pieces by a hammer, or 
burned with fire. Yet in these immovable and un-
feeling parta the blood continues to circulate as usu&J. ; 
through the veins and arteries. This is proof positive 
that the blood is not made to flow by any power what-
ever invested in the cerebellum, but, as before proved, 
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by tire positive and •eg«m for4es of thM 
contained ln the air iJlwired by .tbeJooga. , .But ·let 
the $pinal marrow be severed abov-e the lungs ·-.1 
heart, and both will be mstantly paralped and ceaee 
their motions ; yet the last inspiration taken in by the 
lungs will cause die blood to circulate till it floods the 
right ventricle of the heart with venous blood, aad 
empties the left ventricle of its arterial blood. This ia 
proof the most irresistible, that the HEART .AND LVNGS 

ARE MOVED BY .AN INVOLUNTARY NERVOUS FORCE 

ORIGINATING IN THE CEREBELLVM, while the blood is 
circulated by the positive and negati'De forces of that 
electricity which is taken in with the air at the bmgs. 
The lungs merely act as a double force-pump to bring 
in the slli'I'Ounding atmosphere, extract from it a 
proper supply of the vital principle to feed the bright 
and burni..pg flame of life, and to reject and expire the 
dregs unfit for that end. This ia perhaps as much as 
it is necessary to s.ly in relation to the circulation of 
the blood, and the constant secretion of the nervous 
fluid from the arterial blood to the brain. I now turn 
to the philosophy of disease, and will be brief as poe-
sible. 

It is genera.ll;t supposed by medical men, that there 
are innumerable causes for the various diseases in ex-
istence, and that even one disease may have many 
causes in nature to produce it. But I contend, that 
there is but one grand CA. USB for diseues, aad. this 
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ls the dieturbing of the vital force of the body.· There 
is in eterybuma.n being a. cenain amount of electricity. 
This is, as I have' said, the most subtile a.pd fine mate-
ri•I in· the body ; is the power, as has been shown, that 
moves the blood ; and is the · agent by whieh the mind, 
through the nerves, contra.cts the muscles and produces 
motion. And as all the convulsions and operations in 
nature and in man invariably begin in the invisible and 
:finest substances in being, and end in the most gross, 
so electricity, in the human system, is the cause of all 
the effects there produced, whether salutary or other-
wise. When this electricity is equalized throughout 
the nervous system, the blood will also be equalized in 
its circulation, and the natural result is health. But 
when it is thrown out of balance, the blood will, in like 
manner, be also disturbed, and the natural result is 
disease ; and the disease will be severe or mild in 
the same ratio as the vital force is more or less dis-
turbed. 

I am well aware that medical men are much inclined 
to examine the patient's pulse, and watch the move-
ments of the blood. They seem to think that nearly 
all diseases originate in the blood, and hence, under this 
impression, hundreds of specifics, or nostrums, have 
arisen to purify the blood, as though it contained some 
foreign properties that rendered it impure, and that 
these, by some medical treatment, must be extracted or 
removecl from the system. But all this is fallacious, 
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as the blood contains no foreign properties :tO it 
impure. The blood becomes impure oiily through a 

• disturbed circulation. It can be purili.edcby no other 
substances in being, except what are contained in the 
&ir at the lungs. These arE!" oxygen and electricity. 
The whole blood in the body must, every few moments, 
be passed through the lungs to be purified and preserved 
from putrefaction. If the circulation, in any part of 
ihe body, be obstructed, or thrown out of balance, so 
that the blood cannot pay its timely visit to the lungs, 
it must become extravasated and impure. If, in any 
pali; of the body, there is a complete obstruction, so 
that the blood is ·entirely retained, then inflammation, 
ulceration, and corruption must ensue. 

I now turn directly to the subject, and call your un-
divided attention to the philosophy of disease. The 
operations of the mind, and the nervous system of 
man, have been too much overlooked by medical men, 
who have paid great attention to the blood, and to the 
more gross and solid parts of the body. But it is evi-
dent that disease begins in the electricity of the nerves, 
and not in the blood. Electricity is the starting point. 
Ftom thence it is communicated to the blood, from the 
blood to the ftesh, and from the ftesh to the bones, 
whieb are the last effected. It begins in the finest, and 
ends in the grossest particles of the system. The un-
seen are the starting powers. 

I have already remarked that the brain is the fowi-
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tai.n of the nervous system, and aends forth ita milJioDS 
of branches to every possible part and extremity of the 
body. This nervous system is filled with electricity, 
which is the agent or servant of the royal mind, who, 
as holds his throne in the brain. From 
thence the mind, by its volitions, controls one half of 
the electricity of the system. It controls all that is 
contained in the voluntary nerves, but has no such 
control over the other half, which is confined to the in-
voluntary nerves. 

Though there is but one grand cause of disease, 
tohich is the electricity of the system thrown out of 
balance, yet there are, nevertheless, two modes by 
which this may be done. It may be done by mental 
impressions. And so it may be done by physical im-
pressions from external nature. I will first notice how 
diseases produced by mental impressions. 

Millions of our race have been swept from the light 
or life to the darkness of death by various diseases 
caused by mental impressions. Misfortune 1\Jld dis-
tress have fallen upon.. many a father, a mother, and 
many a. child. They have shut up in their bosoms aJl 
these mental woes, and brooded over their misfortunes 
in secret, concealed grief. Melancholy took possession 
or the heart, the vital force was disturbed, the system 
was thrown out of balance, disease was engendered, 
aud they went to their graves. 

I am now addressing this audience. The action ot• 
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. . my mind has called the electricity of the system from 
the extremities to the bra.in. The blood has followed 
it. My feet being robbed of their due proportion of 
the vital force, in the same ra.tio, cold, and hence, 
this is, so far, disease. And unless I ceased speaking, 
·and suffered a reaction to take place, it would bring me 
to my grave. 

A man accumulates a · fortune of two hundred thou-
sand dollars. He loses one half of it, and is hurled 
in distress. He broods over his misfortune. The 
mind is in trouble ; it shrinks back on itself. The 
electricity of the system, this servant of the mind, 
leaves the extremities and approaches the brain, the 
throne of the master. The blood follows on; the ex-
citement becomes great, and he believes he shall die in 
an almshouse. He is a monomaniac. Suppose he 
now loses the other half of his fortune, and his mind 
will become involved in still greater distress. This 
mental action calls an increased quantity of electricity, 
that is, of nervous fluid, to the brain, and a.n equal 
amount of blood follows on. He is now entirely d&-
ra.nged, and his feet are incessantly cold, because the 
brain bas robbed them of their due proportion of the vital 
force. Now do you not perceive, that if these forces 
are dispersed from the brain, and ths circulation equal-
ized, that his reason will be restored 1 There is not 
too much of blood and . electricity in the system, bin 
there may be too much in any one department of .the 
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system. I will now suppose him once more in posses-
sion of his reason. Now bring him intelligence that 
his darling child is crushed to atoms. The mind sud-
denly shrinks back on itself; the electric, or nervous 
fluid, instantly darts to the brain, like a faithful serv-
ant to see what distresses the master. The blood as 
suddenly follows the servant. The storm rages, and a 
fit ensues. Let the news be still more startling, and 
the congregated forces will, in the same ratio, be in-
creased upon the brain, and he drops a corpse ! So we 
perceive that, in all these instances, there is but one 
cause of disease. The only difference "!e have wit-
nessed in the effects produced, was a gradually increas-
ed action, occasioned by an increased power of the 
same cause, even from the slightest excitement, grad-
ually up to that fearful point where it produced instant 
death. An instance ana.lagous to this, transpired here 
among you, in the case of the distinguished statesman, 
John Quincy Adams. Perhaps too much anxiety and 
thought for the welfare of his country, at his advanced 
age, called the forces to the brain, and the brilliant 
lamp of reason and life was extinguished I He has en-
tered on other scenes ! 

I have thus far confined my remarks to effects pro-
duced upon the brain by the electro-nervons fluid and 
blood, which were called there by the various emotions, 
passions, and sensations of the mind. But that these 
forces should invade the territory of the brain, and 

4 
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pTodnce suck results, depends,. however,·--Poa • . fW. 
clition of the brain as to its comparative · J>hpiaal 

with the other pans of the aysteai···J,li ·dtia 
mw of the had the SIDJle misfOl'ttmed ·uito 
Joss of property above stated beea · visited ·:upon . this 
same individual. when his brain waa firm, a 

. disease would h&ve ·been the result. Suppose that his 
brain, as to its physical structure, had been strong and 
firm, but that his lungs had been weak. Now let the 
same misfortunes befall him. His mind again shrinks 
back on itself; the electro-nervous force, as before, 
starts for brain, but is not a.llowed to enter this 
palace of the distressed monarch, and it stops at the 
lungs, the weakest and nearest post. The blood nen 
follows on in pursuit of the servant, and takes up ita 
abode with him. Inflammation sets in, and, if the 
trouble of the monarch continues, tubercles foi'IQ, uloer-
ation takes pla.ce, and death ensues. It was COiD8WDp-
tion. 

But suppose the lungs had been strong, and that the 
stomach had been, by some trivial circumsta.noe, ren-
dered the weakest part. The electro-nervous fluid and 
blood would, in this case, have gone there, and taken 
possession of that post. Inflammation, canker, with 
morbid secretions would have ensued, and even ulcers 
might have been formed. The digestive orgaD8 woald 
have been weakened, and dyspepsia, with all ita honor 
of horrors, would have been the result. If .. li-.er 
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weaker spot, the sam& forees, under the 

would have congrega.ted there, 
P.UidrJlrodaeed the liver complaint. If the stomach and 
c·li'M· had boili been strong, and the spine weak, it 1roald 
"tiive been ·a· spinal complaint. If all these had been 
'•phyblly firm, and. the kidneys weak, the same foroes 
- woUld have produced a disease of the kidneys. And 
if all in the regions of the brain and trunk had been 
firm, and a mere blow had been inflicted upon the hip, 
knee, or any part of the lower limbs, the electro-nerv-
ous force and the attendant blood would have gone 
there, and produced the white swelling, or any other 
species of inflammation and distress. So we perceive, 

. tha.t the same CAUSE, under MENTAL IMPRESSIONS, may 
produce any of these diseases. As to the character 
of the di!ease, it merely takes its name from the organ 
or plaoo in the body where it may locate itself. Hence 
disease8 dit'er one from another only as the various dis-
eased organs, their motions, secretions, and functions 
may dif"er-or as the various located parts of the body 
iDVaded by disease may differ from each other. But 
the producing CAUSE of all these diseases is one and the 
S&Dle. It is the ELECTRO-NERVOUS FLUID of the body. 

HaTing said all that I at present deem necessary in 
·relation to the disturbing of the nervous force by MEN-

1' .u. IMPRESIIONs, I will now turn your attention to 
·'She disturbing of the nervous force by PHYSICAL IK-

1 · ?JlEIIIO•s. 



As the min<J in distresa-in • 
grief-has disturbed the nervous force, 
gendered disease by calling the blood and 
of the body t;o its presence, and thus sent .. 

graves-as it has produced 
have mentioned and even hundreds th.e 

• • .' L • • : • • • 

diseases and hundreds more are also .the. 
nervous force when it is disturbed by physical impres.-
siom from nature. 

I am well aware that mental and physical impres-
sions may be termed causes of disease ; but it will be 
remembered, that medical men contend that there are 
remote and proximate causes of disease. 11 am on the 
latter, and contend that there are not thousands of 
prox-imate causes, but only one grand PROXIMATE 

CAUSE of disease, and this is the disturbing of the 
nervous fluid, or throwing the electricity of the system 
out of balance ; and that diseases begin in the electric 
force of the nerves, and not in the blood. They begin 
in the invisible and finest substance of the body, and 
end in the gross. Hence the same cause that produces 
monomania, produces entire derangement, fits, head-
ache, and even the common excitement of the bl'ltoin in 
u. public speaker. The same cause produces consump-
tion, dyspepsia, liver complaint, spinal affections, pleu-
risy, cholera, dysentery, inflammations, fevers, eto. 
This subtile, disease-causing principle, is the ELEc-

'l'RO-NERVous FLUID. When equalized tbrouahout 
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i( is the cause of health, for ft conirols the 

b16bd and: other iluids, and when thrown out of balance, 
tbe cause of disease. Hence the minister ofhealth 

arid 'sickness-.:of life and death-is ,within us, and is 
oh'e and the same principle. As electricity is the effi:. 
Cient cause of all convulsions, calms, and storms in na.:. 
tUre, and of all the pleasing or awful phenomena that 
transpire in earth, air, or ocean, or in the vegetable or 
mineral kingdom, so, as man is but an epitome of the 
universe, it is electricity in the form of nervous · fluid 
that produces all the convulsions, calms, and storms in 
his own system. 

· We have seen the various secret stirrings of electri-
city in the human nerves under mental impressions, in 
producing insanity, fits, consumptions, etc. We wit-
ness the same mournful results when that subtile power 
is moved by physical impressions. A wet foot, for 
instance, may throw the electro-nervous fluid out of 
balance, and this subtile force may suddenly check the 
lacteal or other secretions, and also produce insanity, 
or fits, or by locating itself upon the lungs, it may pro-
duce consumption. The fact is, that the electro-nerv-
ous fluid, when disturbed at the extremities, or on the 
surface of the body, always retires inward, and locates 
itself upon the weakest organ, or upon some weak por-
tion or the vitals-the blood follows, and disease is the 
result. As I have fully explained this when noticing 
mental impressions, SO there is DO occasion of my pAr-
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tieularizing. I will merely say, that a. 
to a damp air, sitting upon a cold rock, lyiDg ufkm dW 
ground and suddenly falling asleep, or sittmg 
back to a air while in ·a 
any of these, may at times disturb the ·elecm>Lnervoa8 
force, and arouse this disease-causing power from its 
slumberings. This may throw the blood out of balance, 
and by locating themselves upon the weakest organ or 
weakest part of the system, engender disease. Or the 
nervous force may be disturbed by eating or drinking 
too much or too little of wholesome substances, or by 
eating and drinking unwholesome or poisonous sub.: 
stances, and all these correspondent diseases produced. 

It is now clearly seen how mental and physical im-
pressions disturb the electricity of the system, which 
locates itself upon the weakest organ, calls the blood 
to its aid, and brings disease, pain, and death. So we 
perceive, that the same nervous fluid which, when 
equalized, produces health, is, when thrown out of bal-
ance, the cause of disease. The whole electricity of 
the nerves is, of course, one hundred per cent. Fifty 
per cent. is under the voluntary control of the mind, 
and belongs to the voluntary nerves, and the other fifty 
per cent. is under the control of the involuntary powen 
of the mind, and belongs to the involuntary 
Now if the whole fifty per cent. of either of these 
forces, which when equalized is health, should be Stld-
denly collected upon any one organ, it would be the 
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of that organ. If the mind, on hearing 
W PB:W:.$, or by some sudden distress, should call the 

Mty per cent. of electricity under its control to 
tile. brain, apoplexy and death must ensue. This would 
Be doae by a menttt.l impression on the voluntary nerv-
ous force, causing the mind to shrink back on itself and 
become passive. But the same melancholy result could 
be produced by eating, drinking, or some other physical 
impretsion. on the involuntary force over which the 
mind has no such controL Hence it will be understood, 
that all diseases, originating under mental impressions, 
are produced by the fifty per cent. of voluntary nerv-
ous force. But those diseases, originating under physi-
cal impressions, are produced by the fifty per cent. of 
involuntary nervous force, and over which the mind has 
no control. 

If either of these electro-nervous forces, to a certain 
amount, should be called to a muscle, it would be pain. 
If called to a still greater extent, it would be inflam-
mation ; and if the whole fifty per cent. were called 
there, it would be mortification, and the ultimate and 
absolute destruction of the muscle. The same result 
would follow in case either of these forces were called 
to a.ny organ in the system. It would be the destruc-
tion of that organ. 

There are three kinds of pain : First, a pain pro-
duced by negative electricity, which attracts the blood 
to the spot, and is ever attended with inflammation. 
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. Sectmtl, a pain produced . by positive . 
repels the blood, and, though equally t!ever&;ilt 
attended with inflammation. · Third, a pa.in prottnetla 
:by the OODfused mixture of the two forces, and et>IiSUUI 
in a. burning, itching, or prickly sensation, and is ofteft 
very distressing. -

I have now given you a few hints on the philosophy 
of disease, which are of course novel to you all ; but 
they are, nevertheless, as interesting and important to 
the welfare of our race, as they are novel and strange. 
Medical men have ever noticed the great effect that the 
mind has upon the body, both as it regards a disastrous 
or salutary result. Hence they keep up the brightest 
hopes of their patients as to recovery, and caref'ully 
guard every one against uttering to them a. word of dis-
couragement. These effects they have seen, but not 
understanding the connecting link between mind and 
matter, the true philosophy of disease has been by them 
entirely overlooked, and in relation to this science they 
may after all cry" humbug." But this will avail them 
nothing, for truth, after all, will stand unshaken, and 
be appreciated by after generations, when opposition 
shall have been interred, with no hope of its resurrec-
tion. In view of our subject, so far as it regards men-
tal impressions, we see the supreme importance of' 
maintaining a reconciled state of mind. Equanimity 
of mind is the parent of health, peace, and happiness, 
and the noblest test of the true Christian. When we 
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always restless, complaining of cold aad 
wet and dry-complaining of their own con-

p,jti®, _and finding fault with others, and dissa.tisfied 
the events of Providence-we 'need not marvel 
so · OQJDplain of indisposition and disease. 

This state of mind produces them. So beware. 
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·r_ · : :-_. · 

LECTURE 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

WHEN we reflect how extensive a field the philoso-
phy of disease naturally occupies, and how vast a 
range we must take in order to inspect minutely its 
several parts, it will then be seen that my remarks, 
in my last Lecture, have been brief in comparison with 
the vastness of the subject: I flatter myself, however, 
that my views are understood, and that the importanoe 
of the doctrine of mental and physical impressions, in 
relation to disease, is clearly seen, and fully appre-
ciated by you all. I believe it to be founded in im-
mutable truth, and that it will survive the crush or 
empires and the revolution of ages. 

Having brought forward the PHILOSOPHY OF DIS-

EASE in my last Lecture, I now tum to the B.ATIO!f-

ALE OF ITS CURE in this. 
In discussing the doctrine of mental impressions, I 

have clearly and irresistibly proved that the mind by 
shrinking back on itself in fear, melancholy, and grief, 
in the day of adversity, misfortune, and distress, can 
disturb the electro-nervous fluid, and allow it to con-
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eentrate itself upon any organ of the body and engen-
der disease. If, then, the mind can disturb the equili-
brium of the nervo-electric force and call it to some 
organ so as to produce disease, then the mind can also 
disperse it, equalize the circulation, and restore health. 
This it can do by a mental impression, admitting the 
impression to be sufficiently great. For A 
man in possession of five thousand dollus is riding 
homeward on horseback in the evening. He is within 
a. mile of his house. He is weary and his head aches 
so severely that he is obliged to walk his horse. He 
is so indisposed and faint that he can but just keep his 
saddle. From a lonely dismal spot at the road side, 
a. robber springs and seizes his horse's bridle--pre-
sents a pistol, and exclaims, Your money) or your 
life!" The rider, with a loaded whip, and at the im-
pulse of the moment, suddeBly strikes the robber's 
arm. This causes the pistol to discharge, and adds to 
the confusion of the moment. The rider, scarcely 
knowing what he is about, puts spurs to his horse. 
He darts oft' at the top of his speed. Before he is 
aware, he is at his own door. He dismounts and finds 
himself safe. The vital force is driven to the extrem-
ities, and his hands and feet are warm. Where is his 
headache now 1 It is gone. The supreme impression 
of his mind drove the electro-nervous fluid from his 
brain-the blood followed it-a reaction took, place, 
and he was. well. Ia there any thing in this 'l 
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No! Then there-is nothing stnt.age in. this·· 
for it is the euring of . diae&ses by the doctrine of iia.:. 
pressions. 

I desire it to be distinctly understood how this power 
operates. Remember mind touches the electro-nenouii 
iuid, moves it-and this fluid moves the blood. Elec-
trical Psychology is the doctrine of ·impressions, and 
the same disease that mind, or even physical impres-
sions cause, the mind can remove, if the patient 
be in the pstchological state. Because mental impres-
sions to any extent we please can be produced upon 
him. It is therefore immaterial from what source & 
dise(l.se may arise, or what kind of a disease it may be, 
the mind can, by its impressions, cause the nervous 
fluid to cure it, or at least to produce upon it a salu-
tary influence. If exposure to heat or cold, dampness 
or dryness, or to any of the changing elements, should 
call the nervous fluid to the lungs, and disturb the cir-
culation of the blood, so as to produce inflammation, 
the mind could disperse and equalise it, and thus e&et 
a cure as readily as though this inflammation of the 
lungs had been brought on by melancholy and grief', 
or by any other mental distress. Or if these exposures 
had caused any other disease or pain in the system, 
the mind could have had the same power to remove it, 
as though it had been caused by mental distress. Ot 
if by eating, drinking, or by sedentary habits, dyspep-
sia had been produoed, the mind ·could .. have W6e· 
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·pC>W:ei · to prodnce a salutary result, or even to 
•it .MJ ·'hough. it had been caused by mental dis-

tress. I do not mean that a cure can be eifected by 
foroe, lhrough mental imprunons, 

if. there be organic destruction of ihe pans dis-
The consumpf;Wn, for instance, could not be 

if the lungs ulcerated ; sight could · not be 
:restored if the optic nerve were destroyed ; nor · could 
deafness be removed if the anditory nerve were . de-
stroyed. In these cases, even, medical remeclies, it 
must be granted, would be of no avail, because there 
is no foundation on which to build. In all I have 
said, or may say in regard to cures, I have reference 
O!Uy to curable cases. I mean, that the fifty per cent. 
of electro-nervous force, under the control of the mind, 
could effect a cure where there is no organic destrue-
tion1 and where there is, at the same time, a suffi-
ciency of vita.l foree left to build upon, so as to be able 
to produce o. sanative result. Nor do I mean to be 
understood that this science alone can at all times 
cure. It may require medicines to co.operate with it. 
As diseases are produced through mental and physical 
impressions, so through mental and physical impres-
sions they must be cured. 

Medicine produces a physical impression on the sys-
tem, but never heals a disease. If a disease were 
ever healed through medicines, it W88 healed by the 
-.eiiiMiw. power 11 though it ht.d been doDe bt • 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



86 ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY. 

mental impression in aeoorda.nee with the teaohiltp fi 
Electrical Psychology. This is evident ; beoa.use 
sanative power is in the individual, and not in tle 
medioine. Medicines and mental impressions only·e&ll 
that sanative principle to the right spot in the system 
so as to enable it to do its work. The following &-

ample ·will explain my meaning on this pa.nicular 
point: 

You enter a garden and see a pea.eh-tree with its 
fruit not fully grown, bnt so heavily laden, that one of 
its limbs is partially split from the trunk. The gar-
dener is aware that if it be neglected till the fruit 
grows to maturity, the limb will be entirely parted 
from the tree and die. He carefully raises the limb 
till the split closes, and puts under it a prop to keep it 
to its place. He winds canvas around the 
part, ana over this he puts tar. Now there is cer-
tainly no healing principle in the prop-there is none 
in the canvas-nor is there any in the tar. The prop 
merely sustains the weight of the limb, and keeps 
split together ; the canvas is wound around it to pre-
vent the tar from entering the split ; and the tar was 
applied to protect the 'Whole from the air, rains, and 
external elements ; while the tree is left to the iw-
ren.t operations of its own sanative principles. The 

principle being in the tree, it must heal itself. 
So the healing principle is in man, as much so as it is 
in the tree. The · healing principle in the tree is the 
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lftftriik · electro-vegetative ·fluid. This moves aoi 
·equatiJJes the sap, and the sap affects the wood. It is 
the electricity of the tree that does the work; and this 
>tiecltioity is under the control of its vegetable life. 
So the healing principle in man is the invisible ekctro-
mrDoua fluid. This moves and equalizes the blood, 
and the blood affects t4e fieeh. It is the electricity of 
the system, under the control of the mind. 

The position is incontrovertible, that the heo.ling 
principle is in h>.a.n. Admitting it to be electricity, or 
what I call the electro-nervous fluid of the system, it 
is then easily seen that there is no healing principle in 
medicine, and it -is also understood what effect medicine 
must have upon the system in order to produce a salu-
tary influence. It must equalize the electricity, as 
before remarked, and call it to the proper spot, so as 
to enable it to do its healing work. Hence, if the 
mind can so operate upon the fifty per cent. of the 
electro-nervous .force under its control, as to equalize 
it, then it follows, as a matter of course, that the same 
healing result will be obtained as is effected by medi-
cine. In either case there is no difference in the heal-
ing power. In both instances it is the same. The 
only difference is, that in the one case the healing 
power was made to act by the mind, which produced 
its mental impression, in the other case by the 
medicine, which produced its physical impression. 

lt may now be asked, If medicine has nQ bea.Jina 
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property in it, then how ca.n a.n 
ties from the stomach by vomiting the-. 
reply I would state, that it has never. done $,:_ --
this I desire to be distinctly understood. I 
an emetic is not the vomiting The 
principle is in the man. It -is the elootrici&y of • 
system. The electro..nervous :fluid of the brain is the 
vomiting principle. Let us understand the philosophy 
of this. Emetics, whether mineral or vegetable, pos-
sess those peculiar chemical properties that cause im-
mense secretions. This effect is the whole secret of 
their power. An emetic, taken into the stomach, pro-
duces secretions most freely from the glands of the 
stomach, from the mucous membrane of the lungs, 
from the glands of the and from the glands of 
the mouth and tongue. It robs them of their moi.store 
which is continually accumulating upon the stomach. 
The parts being robbed of their moisture by this arti-
ficial action, the electricity from the nerves follows it, 
because electricity has a strong affinity for moisture. 
When a sufficiency of the electric force is drawn from 
the brain, and the blood having in the same ratio fol-
lowed it, the countenance becomes pale-an expansion 
and collapse of the stomach takes place, and vomitiJl& 
is the result. This is its philosophy. In proof of the 
fact,_ electricity cannot be gathered in damp weather. 
The moisture, for which it has a stroDg aftiniti, 
holds it. 
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:After a1I I have said of medicine and its operations, 
it tnay be supposed that it possesses some healing 
principle, and that the emetic does vomit the patient. 
Why then will it not vomit a dead man 7 The answer 
is, becattse the vital force is gone, and the emetic is 
powerless. But why will it not vomit the man when 
he is worn out with disease and near his end 1 1 
answer, because the vital force in the man, on which 
vomiting depends, is wasted ; and as it does not exist 
in the medicine, so the emetic, in its chemical action 
having no material to work upon, or to call to its aid, 
is powerless. 

If this is not satisfactory to your minds in the settle-
ment of the question whether the vomiting principle is 
in the medicine or in the patient, I will pursue the 
subject still farther. Suppose while eating strawber-
ries and· cream, you tell a sensitive lady that has 
taken into the stomach a worm, or even a fly-she 
stops eating, and in a minute she vomits freely. How 
is this, when she has swallowed, in fact, neither worm 
nor fly 1 I answer, that the vomiting principle is in 
the brain. She believed that she had taken into the 
stomach what•was stated; she kept her attention 
eteadily and most intently upon it-and the mind 
threw the electro-nervous force from the brain tQ the 
stomach, until there was a sufficient quantity to pro-
dUee an expansion and collapse of the stomach, and cause 
vomiting. Now the vomiting in this case and in · the 
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case of t&e emetic was occasioned byooe arul'theraame: 
thing, and that is the ftnid. q'he·OB}y' 
difference in the two cases is, that the emetic called• it 
from the brain by a physical impression, and the: Jilihd 
foroed it from the brain by a mtmtal impression. 

If -the vomiting prinmple is not in us, 'Why theJI 
it turn the stomach to see an animal eating any thing 
very filthy, like the dog retlmling to his vomit 'l If 
this principle is not in us, how can it produce nausea '! 
How can the motion of a. veseel, sometimes even 
the motion of a carriage, produce vomiting, 1lllless i\ 
exists in the nervous force of the brain 1 Why will • 
fall, or blow upon the hea.d, produce it. 

The same is true in relation to oatharties, whioh 
excite the secretions of the glands, but of other glands 
than those affected by an emetic. A ca.thartic excites 
the secretions of the mucous glands of the alimentary 
canal. This draws the electric action from the brain, 
but mostly from the nerves on the surface of the body 
there, and prOduces its results. I have been thus par-
ticular upon the action and operation of emetics, as 
this one hint is sufficient to lead any .reflecting mind 1o 
a correct impression of the relation in which mediciDea 
stand to the human system. They are the mere props 
and supports of some weak part, to aid nature in re-
storing herself to health and vigor. A cathartic, taken 
into the stomach of a very sensitive individual, will 
produce the result of an emetic ; and an emetic, t100 
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end in the first stomach, will, a£ter 
the duodenum, produce the result of a ca.tha.rtie 

iJi the secOJid ·eiomaeh. 
i' 1; mve now said all tha.t is necessary in relation to 

the curing of diseases by the ELECTRO-NEB.VOVS FORCE, 

8IPd ·have clea.rly shown how this force can be made to 
Bl(lb by mind, or by medicine. I will now give advice 
in rela.tion to avoiding disease and preserving health, 
which it will be well for every one to observe who is 
desirous of securing this inestimable blesaing. As life 
is dear ro all, I shall be pardoned when I say that 
medical gentlemen are mad who administer medicine in 
silence to the patient without candidly informing him 
what the medicine is, and what effect or effects he in-
tends it to produce. If the patient were thus instruct-
ed by a physician in wM!n he had full confidence, then 
he would be in constant expectation of the anticipated 
etfect ; and the mind, by its mental impressions, acting 
in concert with the physical impressions of the medi-
cine, would produce a salutary and happy result. I 
grant that this information cannot be given to infants, 
nor to deranged · persons ; but it should be done in all 
possible cases. 

In order to preserve health, the body should be kept 
ckan, and the mind pure and calm. There are ex-
tremes in every thing, and these should be carefully 
avoided. The body should be carefully washed all 
over, or bathed, except the head, in water moderately 
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coot No soap should be used' in 
should not occupy more thari 

minutes. It should be brialdy rubbed with 
and mostly downward, so a.s not to th:e 

minute scalea that cover' the pores. In cold · 
colder water should be used·tharr in: moderate weather. 
Indeed, the water should be about the temperature of 
the elements. But in freezing weather the body should 
be merely immersed, and almost immediately extri-
cated, and the washing process should not occupy more 
than a moment of time. In cold weather, twice per 
week is sufficient ; and in warm weather, every alter-
nate day is abundant, in ordinary cases. Too frequent 
washings and bathings, and of too long continuance, to 
persons in ordinary health, is deleterious, as it destroys 
too much of the natural oil of the skin, which the 
Creator has supplied to give it a sof't and silky texture. 
The system of hydropathy has great force, if rightly 
managed. In cases of heat, or inilammation, warm 
water should be applied, and the reaction would be 
coolness ; and in cases of cold feet, they should be 
washed on going to bed each night in cold water, tiD 
they remain continually warm. The coldest water 
will extract the frost from a frozen hand, whereas if it 
were immersed in the warmest water that could be 
borne, it would perhaps destroy it, so as to render even 
amputation necessary. But if the hand be burned or 
aealded, immersing it in the warmest water that ean be 
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it to the fire, will produce a. salutary 

even .though the remedy be a harsh one. On 
you see the inconsistency of cold water 
and even of ice to the head in brain 

,or where ; ther.e is a severe inflammation of the 
brain, occasioned by a fall, a blow, or any concussion. 

I now turn the attention of ladies and gentlemen to 
eating, drinking, and wearing apparel, and will en-
deavor, in few words as possible, to show the bea.ring 
of these upon the human constitution. 

Our bodies are made up of the elements, and, as I 
have already are an epitome of the universe. 
In order to insure perfect health, we should subsist en-
tirely upon the provisions, whether vegetable or animal, 
that are produced in that part of the earth where we 
were born and reared, or in that part of the earth where 
we intend to spend our days. And, moreover, our 
wearing apparel should also be the product of the same 
section where we live. Cotton should never be worn 
where the snow covers the earth, or in that part of the 
ea.rth's latitude where i•cannot be raised. Hemp, flax, 
cotton, wool, and silk may be worn with perfect safety 
in those latitudes of the earth's surface where they can 
be cultivated. The Creator's works are perfect. He 
has established complete harmony between the vegeta-
bles, and the soil where they grow, and the climate that 
fostered their existence and warmed them into life. 
lle, therefore, who eats the food belonging to hia on 
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own and the :pi!Od-* iar.lil 
own climate, establishes a harmony. Nld .• 
tude between oWD. body aad 
ments. I :m,ean tha.t he *hia .in: he. u.ees _._ 
blessings temperately, as not abusing them. 

The truth of this will appear perfectly clear, if 
have a correct understanding of inuring. olU'Selvea til 
another climate, entirely from the one to whicll 
we have been accustomed. I will therefore call yoar 
attention to the PHILOSOPHY OF BECOIONQ 4CCLI· 

MATED, 

The mineral kingdom lays a foundation for the yep-
table, and the vegetable for the animal kingdom. n is 
therefore perfectly clear that no animals could haft 
had an existence till there were vegetables, beeaase an 
animal is but a vegetable of the se001td growib. Eaob 
latitude of the globe has vegetables peculiar to itaelf', 
and these make up all the varieties that exist on earth. 
But the same species of vegetables dift'er from -.ch 
other in different latitudes, as far as the climates ad 
elements or soils may differ from each other. An 
apple, pear, or peach, grown in forty degrees oo'dh 
latitude, differs considerably from the same rafaed 
in thirty degrees north latitude. This is certai.D, be-
cause it is the result of surrounding elements .,_.;e 
it being. The saDie m&y be said of com, wlleM, * 
rye in different latitudes. .And as animal• are 1111& 
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the second growth, hence the same ani. 

Wity· ·in · acoordance with their latitudes. The 
and pork, :raised in thirty and forty de. 

latitude, are therefore unlike, each being 
.• atl&pted,to its own climate a.nd the vegetables that BUS· 

ta.ined them. 
" I have already stated, that our bodies are made of 
the water, the vegetables, and animals upon which we 
subsist, and are adapted to the climate and surrounding 
elements where we were born a.nd reared. Our bodies 
are continually wasting away, and by food and drink 
are continually repaired. We lose the fleshy particles 
of our bodies about once a. year, and the bones in about 
seven years. Hence in seven years we have possessed 
seven bodies of flesh and blood, and one frame of bones. 
We have not now, in all probability, a. particle of flesh 
ad bones we had seven years ago. The water we 
have drank, and the flesh and vegetables we have eaten, 
having made up the component parts of our bodies, 
cause us to hanker and long for the same substances of 
whioh our bodies are composed. Like substance in us 
calls for like substance without, to supply the waste 
of the system. This is habitude. 

Now suppose we suddenly change our climate from 
forty to thirty degrees north latitude. The air, water, 
fruits, vegetables, and flesh all differ. The old parti-
oles .composing our bodies, a.nd brought from forty de. 
pees · north lalitude, fly otf as usual. This pioduees 
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hunger and thirst, a.nd we supply OQI' Ale 
water a.nd food of thirty . degrees north Ia.ut.-,.-ecl 
continue for weeks to do so. This oree.tes • OClll8id 
between the old of our bodies · aad ..._ IIIII" 
fiesh and blood continually forming, throwe tM·-ttlG>-
nervous force out of bala.nce, and engender& d;1ew 
If we live and struggle on, for about seven years, 1re 
become ACCLIMATED, because our old flesh a.M. boaee, 
formed by the substances of one latitude, have disap-
peared, a.nd our entire systems are made up of the 
substances of another latitude. Hence we see the 
danger of changing our positions on the globe to aay 
great extent, which may, however, in some instancee, 
prove beneficial to the constitution. Such is ihe PHI-

LOSOPHY of being ACCLIMATED. 

In view of what I have now brought it will 
be clearly perceived, by ladies a.nd gentlemen, that we 
should confine ourselves to the water, fruits, graiDs, 
and a.nimal food, a.nd even to the medicines prcxlaoed 
in that climate where we live, and reject thoee of dis-
tant latitudes a.nd foreign climates. To drink tea ud 
coffee, a.nd eat oranges, lemons, citrons, 
and the productions Qf all parts of the globe, is like 
changing, in some measure, our climate for a.nother, or 
for several others, and thus keeping up a continual 
conflict between the elementary particles that are con-
stantly entering the composition of our bodies. There 
is an inceua.nt war waged between the climate where 
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VJfv'; · alld 1he productions of another region, and 
f ... «' our own. To all this, add the clothing of 
'oilw< ttistant -climes to be worn by us, and who ca.n 
•11At\te1 'that almost every man, woman, and child is 

of some indisposition, or else groa.ning 
uder disease and pain? Abandon luxuries of foreign 

·growth ; avoid dissipation ; keep your bodies clean ; 
your minds calm a.nd contented; eat the productions of 
)'QU1' own climate ; drink the clear crystal water of your 
own spring ; wear the flax, hemp, cotton, or wool that is 
raised in your own latitude ; take all the rest of sleep 
that your nature and temperament require ; have your 
hours of study, labor, exercise, and serious contempla-
tion all regulated ; and be temperate in all things. 
Follow these directions, and no doctor will enter your 
house. If you must have tea, use sage, pennyroyal, 
and hemlock. These are wholesome, and habit will 
transform them into luxuries far transcending the 

- nerve-destroying plant of China. 
- It is impossible that the Creator could have erred in 

--adapting all the fruits, grains, and other vegetable sub-
stances to each latitude of the earth, so that man and 

· other can subsist there in health, peace, and 
: happiness. And man no more requires the products 
of other climes to increase these blessings, than the 
imimals around him, who find not only their food 

-and drink, but even their medicines produced by the 
sm1· on which they tread, without resorting to foreign 

5 
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importations. At the novelty of these ideas you may 
smile, but they are based upon immutable truth, and 
established, constituted, and sustained by HIM who 
founded the pillars of strength and beauty that sup-
port the fabric of nature, and must stand till they 
shall fall. 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



LECTURE Vt. 

LECTURE VI. 

LADIES .AND GENTLEMEN : 

THE nature and importance of Electrical Psycholo-
gy I have clearly and philosophically argued, in a free, 
unchained, and fearless expression of my thoughts. 
For this, even if I have erred, I am entitled to your 
approbation, rather than your condemnation. For 
what is man, when he makes himself a cowering, 
cringing slave to the opinions of others, and tamely 
bows to win the momentary smiles of popular applause 
from the passing crowd 1 'Wbat I have said in relation 
to this science, has been the sincere breathings of my 
own convictions. I have, therefore, reasoned fearless 
of consequences ; and if I have iri so doing met your 
approbation, I rejoice at it; if I have met your disap-
probation, I regret it-yet you will pardon me when I 
say that l cannot alter my course and accommodate 
myself to the opinions of others, however elevated may 
be their stations. Fully sensible of the duty I owe tQ 
my fellow-men, and to the Supreme Ruler of the uni-
verse, and when I discharge this to the best of my ability, 
I little care what men may think or even say of me. 
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If, however, what I have argued of the human 
-the electro-nervous force-the connecting link be--

, tween mind and matter.:_the circulation of the 
the philosophy of disease-the rationale of its 
the laws of health, and the philosophy of being a.celi-
matcd-if these excite your surprise, ladies and gen-
tlemen may then prepare themselves for still greater 
surprise in the arguments now to be offered on spirit, 
and the creation and government of the universe. 
Being ·myself perfectly unshackled and free, I shall 
exert myself in that freedom while pursuing this de-
partment of my subject. 

In my introductory remarks in my THIRD Lecture, I 
took a general survey of the powers and operations of 
electricity throughout the empire of nature. We saw 
its secret workings, and its alternately sublime or 
awful manifestations. But all these oj>erations and 
convulsions, however magnificently grand, will appear 
but as the drop of the bucket to the fountain, when 
compared with the UNsEEN PowER that stirs the uni-

verse. · Electricity, so swift in its movement as w rival 
the lightning glance of thought, and so inconceivably 
awful in its rending force as to convulse the globe w ita 
centre, is yet as nothing, and less than nothing, com-
pared with that Eternal One who arms it with power-
who gives it all its expansive force, and who makes it 
the messenger of his attributes to both nature and man. 
With his finger he l1as written the truth of this science 
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objeet throughout the realms of nature. It 
written in the beams of the mid-d,ay sun-in the 

rains and gentle dews. It is written in the 
flowery tield and shady grove. It is written in stars 
on the scroll of night. It is written ·in lightning on 
the bosom of the dark cloud. It is written deep in 

on the soul, and controls the most powerful 
a1fections and stormy passions of the human heart. 

In this Lecture I will turn your attention to SPIRIT, 
or MIND-by which I mean one and the same thing-
and will endeavor to prove the existence of a.n Infinito 
Spirit. 

Though the powers of mind and its complicated 
operations can be seen, felt, and in a good degree com-
prehended, yet, after all, we know but little of mind as 
it regards its properties, or substance. Some suppose 
it to be absolutely and positively because 
it is purely spirit. Others believe mind to be the rc .. 
suit of organism, and contend that it cannot exist with-
out a brain, which is the grand organ that secretes 
thought, even as the liver secretes its bile, or the stom-
ach its gastric juice ! The former of these supposi-
tions is the one generally adopted by the Christian 
community who believe spirit to be an immateriality. 
The latter supposition is embraced by those Christians 
who wholly rely upon the resurrection of the body for 
the future existence of the spirit. They are called 
Matc1ialists, because they make out the spirit to be uo 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



102 ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY, 

subatance all, but merely the result of 
matter. Of this faith was the celebrated 
This latter position is also adopted by the AtheiSts, 
who contend tha.t spirit cannot exist independent of 'd ; 
organized brain ; and as they reject the Christian hope 
of the resurrection, so they contend that mind is extin-
guished in the night of the grave, and sleeps in non-
entity, to wake no more. Hence the idea of a God, 
as an intelligent Spirit, they regard as a freak of fancy 
-a mere chimera of the human brain. Both of these 
positions as it regards spirit I reject, and will give my 
reasons for doing so. 

I reject the immateriality of the spirit, because 
that which is positively and absolutely immaterial 
cannot of course possess either length, breadth, thick-
r.ess, nor occupy any space. Indeed, it cannot, in this 
case, possess any form ; and that which possesses no 
form, cannot, in the nature of things, occupy any space. 
And to talk of a thing having an existence, which, 
tha same time, has no form, nor occupies space, is tho 
most consummate nonsense. Hence an immateriality 
is a nonentity-a blank nothing. On the other hand, 
if mind is merely the result of organism, and if it can-
not exist independent of an organized brain, then who 
mad.e the first brain 1 Did it not require an 
spirit to organize its several parts, and adapt the eye 
to ligllt, the ear to sound, and make these organs the 
inkts of sensation to the inhabitant in thai brain 1 
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S.ltr:-.tire brain did not make itself7 for this would 
oJ¥.ty-be,!j'o,ying; that the brain aoted·before it existed! 
Alji,.vfpg given my rtwlons for rejecting both thesa 

I am now ready to introduce the ques-
tion,. What is .MIND 1 I answer, it is a substance--an 
element--as really so as air or water, but differs mate-· 
rially from all inert substances . in being. I regard 
mi?Ul as living and embodied form-as that incompre-
hensible element 'vhose nature it is to possess life and 
motion, as much so as it is the nature of other sub-
stances to possess inertia. Hence, mind is, in these 
two respects-namely, life and motion--directly the 
opposite of dead matter. 

In- the first place I will sta.rt with the assertion ,that 
there must be in the universe an Infinite Mind. It is 
impossible, in the very nature and constitution of 
things, that an absolute perfection of substances can 
be philosophically maintained without this admission. 
For the truth of this position I rely upon motion. By 
MOTION, then, I am to prove the existence of an Eter-
nal Mind. 

In the first place permit me to remark, that inher-
ent motion is not an attribute common to all sub-
stances in nature. This globe, as a body, is moved 
by the positive and negative forces of electrical action. 
And all the operations of nature in the earth and ele-
ments are carried on by the same power. Whether it 
be crysta.lizations, or petrifactions, the growth of vege-
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t&tion, or its decomposition-motions and in 
air and the crumbling particles 'JOOun-
tain rock-;-all the motions, visible and that 
transpire in the mineral and vegetable kingdottls, and 
in all their multifarious operations, are prodoeed by 
electricity, which is the universal agent appointed to 
keep up the order and harmony of the universe. And 
yet it is certain that electricity does not possess in-
herent motion as its attribute. Motion belongs to one 
substance only, and that is mind. 

There is certainly as much order in the universe as 
there is in the human body. Let us, then, look truth 
calmly in the face. Each organ of the body performs 
but one function. The eye sees-the ear hears-the 
olfactories smell-the glands taste--the heart throbs 
to regulate the blood-the hands handle-the feet 
walk, and the liver secretes its bile. The eye never 
hears, and the ear never sees. So there is but on 
suBSTANCE in nature .whose attribute is inherent mo-
tion,.JI.nd that is MIND. Not one single part of the 
human body possesses independent motion. Eleetri-
city is there also the grand agent to move the limbe 
and vitals, and the living mind is the only moving 
power. 

The point upon which I am now entering is one of 
most deep and thrilling interest. It is no less than to 
prove the existence of an Eternal Mind from motioft 
and tl£e alJsolute perfection of the c!Jain of eltmrntG"J 
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B11t while accomplishing this, I mast call 
.. aid ,the relative subtilties of different portions of 
.J AllatW,: with which we a.re surrounded. Let us, for a 
;.m9ment, turn our at.tention to a few of the most obvi-
,(JU!f in nature, and then gla.nee at her abso-
lute ·perfection as a whole. Let us carefully notice 
the gradation these substances occupy toward each 
other in their relation to motion, and then the intrin-
sic beauty of the subject will appear. I will begin a.t 
the heaviest matter that may first suggest itself to my 

.mind, and leisurely pass on, rising higher and still 
higher, through its various grades, up to tba.t which is 
.more and more t:a.refied, subtile, and light, till we ar-
rive at that which must necessarily possess inherent 
.motion, and therefore living power. 

The heaviest of gross substances in existence is the 
most difficult to move, and hence must be a.t the great-
est possible distance from motion. Though there a.re 
several solid substa.ooes heavier than lead, yet I choose 
to begin at this, as the idea I wish to convey is all that 
is worthy of your consideration in the present argu-
ment. Lead, then, on account of the density of its 
particles, is difficult to move. Were it the heaviest 
substance in nature, it would take its position farther 
distant from motion than any other substance. Rock 
.being more ea.sily moved than lead, takes its relative 
position nearer to motion. In like manner earth is 
more easily moved than rock. Water is more ea.sily 

5• 
o,,,, •• dbyGoogle 



106 ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY. 

moved than earth. Air is more easily mo-vEJ<Lilaan 
water. The gaseous fluids are more easily .moved than 
air, and electricity is more easily moved than the gase.. 
ous fluids. , ·· 

It will now be perceived, by ladies and gentlemen, 
that a.s we mount the rounds of the ladder in· the .mag-

. nificent sca.le of material substances, there is a gradual 
approximation toward motion. Each subst&nee as we 
rise, being more rarefied and light than the one belclw 
it, is of course nearer to motion than its grosser neigh-
bor. And it will be perceived by every philosophic 
mind, that we cannot continually approximate mDtion 
without at last reaching motion, or tha.t substance to 
which motion belongs. 

We have now mounted from lead up to electrioity; 
and though as rose we found each successive sub-
stance more easily moved than the one below it, still 
we have not as yet found a singie material that pos· 
sesses inherent motion as its attribute. . Lead, rock, 
earth, and water are moved by impulse. Air is moved 
by rarefication, and electricity is moved by the positive 
and negative forces. True we have mounted up, as be-
fore remarked, to electricity, but even this cannot moTe, 
unless it is thrown out of balance in relation to quan-
tity as to its positive and negative forces. In such 
cases it flies, equalizes itself, and again sinks to rest. 
I ain fully sensible that electricity is a fluid I008t incon-
ceivably subtile, rarefied, and fine. It is to 
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.. ;ta,ke: fOUl' million particles of our air to make a. speck 
:, .as large as the smallest visible gra.in of sand, and yet 

is more than seven hundred thousand times 
finer than air! It is almost unparticled matter, and is 

. not·only in-risible, but, so far as we can judge, it is im-
ponderable. It cannot be seen-it cannot be weighed! 

· A thousand empty Leyden jars, capable of containing 
a. gallon each, may be placed upon the nicest scale, and 
most accurately weighed. Then let these be filled with 
electricity, and, so far as human sagacity can deter-
mine, they will weigh no more. Hence to our percep-
tion, a thousand gallons weigh nothing. 

As electricity, in regard to motion, stands upon the 
poise, being completely balanced by the positive and 
negative forces, that equalize each other, so it is easily 
perceived, that if we mount one step higher, we must 
.come to that substance whose nature it is to move, and 
the result of that motion is thought and power. It is 

. MIND. Hence it will be distinctly perceived, in view 
of the argument now offered, that we cannot, as phi-
losophers, stop short of motion in the highest and most 
sublime substance in being. This conclusion, as the 
reault of the argument, is absolutely and positively 
irresistible, and challenges refutation. 

When we mount up in our contemplations through 
the various grades of matter, and see it continually 
.brightening as we progress onward in our delightful 
career of rapture, till we a1Tive at that sublimated 
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substance which can neither be seen nor weighed-
which moves with a velocity of twelve million mi.lea 
per minute, and can travel around this globe in the 
eighth part of a second, we al"e struck with. astonish-
ment and nw;! But as this is not the last link in the 
immeasurable chain, we are forced to proceed 
till we arrive at the finest, most sublime, and brilliant 
substance in being-a. substance that possesses the 
attributes of inherent or self-motion and living power, 
and from which all other motion and power throughout 
the immeasurable universe are derived. This is the 
INFINITE MIND, and possesses embodied form. He is 
a living being. This Infinite Mind comes in contact 
with electricity, gives to it motion, arms it with power, 
and, through this mighty unseen agent, moves the uni-
verse, and carries ou all the multifarious operations of 
nature, whether minute or grand. Hence there is not 
a motion that transpires amidst the immensity of his 
works, from rolling globes down to the falling leaf, but 
what originates in the ETERNAL MIND, and by Him is 
performed, through electricity as his agent. Mind is, 
therefore, the absolute perfection of all substances in 
being; and as it possesses self-motion as its grand 
attribute, so it is, in this respect, exactly the reverse 
of all other substances, which are, of themselves, mo-
tionless. MIND, or SPIRIT, is above all, and absolutely 
disposes of and controls all. Hence mind and ita agent, 
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eleOtribityf 81'8 both imponderable-are both invisible, 
awl coeternal. 

· As the Eternal One wraps clouds and darkness 
round about him, and holds back the face of hls throne, 
80 D:ut.ny do not believe in his existence, because he is 
unseen, "bile all the visible objects of creation are tG 
them so many realities. But the very position here 
assumed is an erroneous one. The very reverse of 
this is true. What is seen is not the reality, but is 
only the manifestation of the unseeil, which is the real-
ity. Let us carefully look at this point. There is an 
apple-tree; it is plainly seen ; but is that tree the re-
ality 1 No; but it is the result of an invisible cause, 
and that unseen cause is the reality. But what was it'l 
I reply, that it was not even the seed, but the life of 
that seed was the reality; and that ttnseen life pos-
sessed the embodied form of that tree. All its shapes 
and colors were there. By coming in contact with the 
soil and moisture, in a proper temperature of climate, 
it was enabled to throw out its own invisible and living 
form. First, then, the life ; next the seed in which it 
dwells; next the trunk of the tree appears. Then its' 
limbs and branches-its buds, leaves, blossoms, and 
fruit again end in living beauty. It began in life, and 
in seed or life it ended. It performed an electric circle. 
The tree, then, is nothing more than a visible outshoot 
--an ultimate of an invisible substance, which is the 
reality. 
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All the powers and operations of nature · a:hHo<JgeltJ L 

in the unseen and finest portions of 
on through every grade, a.nd end in the gross · 
iest parts. · The unseen power that stirs the ctuih- · 
quake and convulses the globe is the reality. ll 
passes through every grade of matter, and endS in rend-
ing the solid rocks and hurling cities in the vortex of 
ruin. The power that moves this globe in its orbit at 
the rate of sixty-eight thousand miles per hour, is an 
invisible agent, moved by omnipotent Power-for all 
operations and effects begin in the finest substance in 
being, which is the unseen cause, and therefore the 
reality. Hence it is the same in nature as in the hu-
man system, as I have already shown in my arguments 
on the philosophy of disease. The disease begins in 
the finest substance of the body-in the electricity or 
the nerves-passes on to the blood and flesh, and ends 
in the bones. There is, indeed, but one common mode 
of operation in nature and in man. 

Ladies and Gentlemen-! desire now to turn your 
attention to one important point in relation to mind, 
which has been entirely overlooked by philosophers. I 
mean its involuntary powers. To speak of the ift'UOI-
ttntary powers of mind will certainly produce a singu-
lar impression on your hearts ; and the strangeness 
of the idea may, perhaps, fill you with surprise. But 
strange as it may appear, it is nevertheless true that 
mind possesses the two grand attributes of 'OOluntary 
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power. These two col)stitute the 
living being of embodied form. If mind 

use .of electricity as its agent, then it must pos-
.th,e and involuntary powers to meet. the 

P<¥itive a.nd neg11-tive forces in electricity. If this 
be. not .so, then the Infinite Mind cannot be the Cre-
ator and Governor of the universe; because it is by 
his voluntary power that he creates a universe, but it 
is by his involuntary power that he sustains and gov-
erns it. Each of these powers, from a philosophical 
necessity, and from the very nature of his being, per-
form their own peculiar functions, and in perfect har-
mony preside over their own respective departments. 
It is the peculiar province of the voluntary power of 
the Infinite Mind to plan, arrange, dispose, and create 
worlds and their inhabitants, and it is the peculiar 
province of his involuntary power to govern and con-
trol these worlds and their inhabitants through the 
fixed laws of nature. Let us reason this point, and its 
consistency will appear. 

In the first placB-if the voluntary power of the Cre-
ator governed the universe, then no possible contingen-
cies could happen-and nothing once commenced could 
ever perish prematurely. For instance : if God deter-
mined to create a human pair, and by his voluntary 
power commenced the work, they could not perish 
when his work was but partially accomplished. They 
are destined to come to maturity, invested with the 
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true lineaments of form-;md 
each other as perfect specimens of 
not, then God in his voluntary and . absolute 
a.tions can be thwarted and disappointed. 

The first male a.nd female, at least, of eaeh 
were and the whole living eha.in of animatecl 
existence was placed upon this globe by the voluntary 
powers of God, without any previous parents from 
whom they received their being. They were not hom, 
but created, for there is philosophically and strictly a 
very wide difference between being createtl and born. 
The former we call miracle, the latter, an order oC 
nature. To produce a human pair without a previous 
father and mother, is not in the order or power of na-
ture, for she never changes her mode of operation m 
the production of her animated existences. 

The same is true in relation to the vegetable kiBg-
dom. The whole species of vegetable life was pro-
duced by the volunta.ry powers of God. In the order 
of nature there never was a.n acorn but what grew on 
an oak ; and there never was an oak but what eame 
from an acorn. Geology proves that there has been a 
period when there were no vegetables or animals on 
this globe. Which then was first-the aoorn or the 
oak ? If you reply that the acorn was first, then there 
was an acorn that did not grow on an oak. If you say 
that the oak was 'first, then there was an oa.k that did 
not come from an acorn. Whence then is the 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



LECTURE VI. 113 

:}'Olltt if there is no God 1 for nature caimot 
l!brt 'herself, as this would only be saying that she 
1Ulted before she existed. Whether the Creator, in 
the first place, produced by his voluntary powers the 
.seeds or the plants, is of no consequence to my present 
purpose. It is enough to say, that they were brought 
into existence without any parent stock, and in per-
forming this work there could be no uncertainty, nor 
could any thing perish prematurely, because it was 
under the voluntary powers of the Infinite Mind. 
' But after this globe was created, and the first link 
of every species of vegetable and animal life was moved 
into existence by the voluntary powers of the Creator, 
it then naturally and of philosophical necessity passed 
from the control of the voluntary powers to the control 
of the involuntary powers of the Infinite Mind, and by 
them to be governed through the established laws of 
nature. Here then casualties may naturally arise, but 
no where else under the government of the Supreme. 

This view of mind removes the many difficulties and 
perplexities we encounter, when we contemplate the 
unchangeable character of the Creator in the govern-
ment of the world. Millions of our race are continu-
ally perishing by premature birth ! The eye was most 
skillfully organized and adapted to see light, but saw it 
not. The ear was formed-all its vocal chambers 
were arranged, and the whole adapted to the reverber-
ations of sound, but it never heard. It had hands, 
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• 
but they ueve1· handled-feet, but 
lungs, but they never breathed-and a. mouth, bub•ill 
never spoke, nor food. i. 

Again-how many millions of our raoo die under 
years of age ! And though they were constituted1 aild 
ripening for the enjoyment of the · · a.nd tic 
affections, and the multiplication of their race, yet they 
were prematurely cut off, and loft no progeny on ea.rth. 
Now if these events are under the government of the 
voluntary powers of the Creator, would he not, I ask, 
be arrested in the execution of his voluntary will, and 
would not his designs fail of being The 
conclusion is absolutely irresistible, for how can we 
judge of designs only as we see the adaptation of 
means to ends 1 If an eye and ear are formed, and 
adapted to light and sound, does not this prove the 
will and design of God, that the one shall see, and the 
other shall hear 1 It does. If then the infant pre-
maturely dies and never sees an object, nor hears a 
sound, are not those two organs formed in vain, and 
are not the design and will of the Creator both frus-
trated 1 If the girl that died at ten years of age, and 
never bore nor nursed children-if it is admitted tha' 
she did not answer the full measure and end of her ex-
istence, in common with her sex, is not then the will 

' of GOO rendered abortive, and do not his designs in 
this case fa.il1 It must be so, if the government of 
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• 

th&-iJftld 4s Ultlier the voluntary powers of the Infinite 
Mind., 

That this part of my subject may be understood, 
and its consistency clearly seen, I will endea.vor to pre-
sent it before you in a very plain and simple form. I 
will take for illustration the human mind in connection 
with this body. We have two distinct brains-the 
cerebrum, with its two hemispheres and six lobes, 
meneing at the frontal part of the skull, and occupying 
the greater portion of the cavity; and the cerebellum, 
which occupies the back portion of the skull. The 
spinal marrow, extending through the vertebrre. to the 
bottom of the trunk, is but the continuation of these 
two brains. From the spinal marrow branch out, as I 
have before stated, thirty-two pairs of nerves, em-
bracing both the nerves of motion and those of sensa-
tion. From these again branch out others, and in 
thousands of ramifications carry out the full power of 
both brains into every part of the system. 

The cerebrum is the great fountain of the voluntary 
nerves, through which the voluntary powers of the 
mind ever act. The cerebellum is the fountain of the 
iuoluntary nerves, through which the involuntary 
powers of the mind ever act. Though the voluntary 
and involuntary nerves from these two brains seem to 
blend in the spinal marrow, yet they preserve their 
distinct character, even to their final termination in 
the system, and execute the functions appertaining to 
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• their own office in producing volontacy. ancHnvolllllilq 
motion. Such is the residence : of 
which seems to hold its throne -in the ' meduh -. 
longata, at the fountain-head ·of the and.1ia 
voluntary nerves. From thenoo my mind; hyr ,it!f- •oli 
tions, controls all the voluntary·m<>tions: ro£ my bodJ 
through the cerebrum. . At will · 1 mow .Ji:Jy hands i1 
a.ny possible direction I please to handle subU&Deel 
and at will I move my feet to walk. 

But over the throbbinga of my heart, the ultimail 
heaving of my lungs, the circulation of my • 
the digestion of food by the stomach, I have no 
tary control. A wake, asleep, at home, • 
heart continues its motions, and the functions of 
are executed, whether I will it or not. These ther 
receive their motions from tho involuntary powers of 
my mind, acting through the cerebellum. That 
are all moved by mind is certain-becauae, take thE 
mind or spirit from the body, and all motiOllS, 
voluntary or involuntary, instantly cease. 

I will now make an application of this tO the In6-
nite Mind, in creating and governing the universe. If, 
for instance, you make machinery of various kinds, 
these are your own creations, for they are made by 
the voluntary powers of your mind. If you 
the earth, and raise grain and the various vegetablei, 
to sustain your existence, these again are your on 
oreatious, for they are produced by your voluntarf 
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'pi!Wt:.&.. , , You prepare them, by various processee, fpr 

u:se--y0\1 cook and place them on the te.ble. You 
-6&t and thllB far they are under your volunt&r>y 

:But the moment they are eaten, -your crea-
-tioa& ,a,r,e finished, and the whole, naturally and of 
. philbsopbmal necessity, passes beyond yoo.r direct voli-
, tion, and is subjected to the involunta.ry po1Vers . of 
your mind. These now take charge of this new· crea-
tion, and govern it in all its involuntary motions and 
revolutions, according to the fixed laws of the organ-
ised system. 

In like manner the voluntary powers of Deity are 
unchangeably employed in planning, arranging, and 
ereating new worlds, and systems of worlds, and peo-
pling them with inhabitants. When the whole of any 
such system is finished, and all its laws established for 
the rolling of worlds, and for the operations of the 
mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms, the whole 

·naturally passes, according to the principles of philo-
sophical necessity, from the action and control of his 
voluntary, miraculous power, and submits itself to be 
governed through the fixed laws of the universe, by the 
invGluntary powers of the same Infinite Mind. As 
the bare presence of the human mind in the brain 
causes the heart to throb and the functions of life to 
proceed, even when that mind is wrapped in sleep so 
profound, that not a thought is stirring in its voluntary 
department, so the bare presence and majesty_ of the 
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Infinite ::\lind, even if he should not exercise a 
would cause all worlds to roll through immensity, nnd 
cause all the operations of nature in the mineral, ve,ge-
tablc, and animal kingdoms to proceed on in their 
ceaseless changes ; for these are under the control of 
the involuntary powers of the Deity, acting through 
the laws of the universe. 
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1. • . . , : 

LECTURE VII. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

IN my last Lecture the momentous question was 
presented for our consideration-Where is the starting 
point of all motion and power, whether voluntary or 
involuntary, in both nature and man 7 The transcend-
ent importance of this question clothes it with the elo-
quence of its own splendor. I have humbly endea-
vored to answer it by showing that all motion and 
power originate in mind. And surely the idea that 
mind possesses the attribute of innate motion and liv-
ing power, is both majestic and sublime. I have 
shown that mind has two grand forces. I mean its 
voluntary and involuntary powers, by which the world 
was created and is governed. I have proved the exist-
ence of the Infinite Mind from motion and the absolute 
perfection of material existences. I have shown that 
mind must be some substance, and not the result of 
organism, nor an absolute immateriality, which is but 
a nonentity. 

I am well aware that thought, reason, and under-
standing are considered to be mind, and that these are 
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immaterial. Bat they are not mind, 1NI l1 ltne'lel-
proved in my Lectures on the PhiloSQpby.M'-
ism. Thought and reason are but the. resul.ts-d .-
What is it that thinks and reasons 1 .It i8 dle.tmiai 
Then mind is something distind UOJ,U · 
operations, which are only its eft'ects. 
untary powers of the mind are stilled in !deep, J'lefl8ll 
a.nd thought a.re gone. Hence if these are miud, ther: 
the mind is annihilated in sleep. But if we ad.mjj 
mind to be a substance, a living and spiritually orgu. 
ized being, then all is plain. Sleep stops its 
and thought is gone. Remove that pressure, and ·No 

lease the mind, and instantly it resumes its 
motion, and the result of tha.t motion is thought 
power. On this point I add no more, but refer yoa b! 
my Lectures on Mesmerism to learn my views mon 
fully. 

I now turn your attention to the subject of ereatioa. 
Entering upon this, I feel the incompetency of my fe&o 
ble powers t.o do it justice. Like a. drop w an 
or an atom to a universe, any possible representatim! 
of the intrinsic grandeur of this subject must fall 1111 

far short of its reality, as to render any attempt at u 
n.dequate description the unpardonable presumption of 
impotent folly. Yet, a.s we are endowed with reuoa. 
and as the inspiration of the Almighty hath giTa 111 
understanding, so we are bound, by the very lawt ol 
our being, to extend our researches to the u&moea 
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mental capacity. He who would curb the 
hu.-m. intellect and say this or that is a subject with 

we have no right to meddle, and into which we 
h*'ve no right to inquire, -is not only recteant to duty 
as &n intellectual and moral being, but betrays his own 
ignorance, and proves himself a scientific bigot. Give 
the mind foil scope and sea-room-let it feel the deep 
stirrings of its own powers, and soar, if it can, into 
the light of and survey the very throne of 
God, and him who sitteth thereon ; and, if possible, 
let it scan the secret energies of his creating fiat, and 
even examine the raw material out of which worlds 
were manufactured. 

It is the most commonly received opinion in the 
Christian· world, that God made all things out of no-
thing. It is true the inspired book does not say, or 
even hint this. It simply says-" In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth ;" but it does 
not add the words-out of nothing. It is absolutely 
and philosophically impossible, in the very nature and 
constitution of things, that something can be made out 
of- nothing. It implies, at the same time, a contradic-
tion in terms. We cannot form even a notion in our 
imaginations how much of nothing it would take to 
make the least imaginable something. I am speaking 
of nothing in the strictest sense of the word. But 
using the word Mthing in its common acceptation, we 
ea.n easily perceive ·how all things could have been 

6 
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made out of nothing. When all 
removed from a room, we say there is nothing. ·*-
it is empty. Yet we know that it is filled 
because we continue to breathe. But if the. air.,, b.y ,a 

force-pump, were removed from an air-tight room, 
might, with much more propriety, say there u 'IWlhine 
in it ; yet electricity would be there. If solid sub-
stances were therefore made out of air, in an cmpt] 
room, we could say that they were made out of nothing, 
for the room, according to the usual mode of expression, 
had nothing in it. But admitting the air to have been 
extracted from the room, and nothing but electricity 
left, and if solid substances were produced from this 
ethereal and invisible fluid, we could with much more 
apparent consistency say, that they were made out of 
nothing. In this sense, I grant that all things werE 
made out of nothing. Paul says-" The things that 
are seen were not made of things that do appear." 
Here he plainly states, that the substances seen werE 
made of invisible substances, or such as did oot ap-
pear-for by things he only means substances. 

If, however, it be said, to create must mean to brinJ 
into existence something from nothing, I have only &o 
say, that this is not so; for it says," G>d created maa 
out of the dust of the earth." Here he created him 
out of something-it was out of dust, and yet it 1f8l 

creation. The Hebrew word rendered create, more 
strictly means to gather together by concretion, w fD 
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Sl*rlijlii consolidation-but never can it mean to bring 
into existence from absolutely and positively 

· I ·therefore contend that all things were 
of electricity, which is not only an invisible 

''itnd impondera.ble substance, but is primeval and eter-
nal matter. It contains the invisible and impondera-
ble properties of all things in being. That this is 
·electricity is certain, because there is no other sub-
stance with which the Infinite Mind could have come 
in direct contact, so as to have produced by his creat-
ing power the solid and visible substances that compose 
the globe. It is, as I have already proved, in my third 
and fourth Lectures, philosophically impossible for mind 
to come in direct contact with any substance in nature 
except electricity. Hence electricity contains the ele-
mentary principles of all things in being, and contains 
them in their original, invisible, and imponderable 
state. 

There must be something eternal. God, duration, 
and space exist of philosophical necessity, and that 
space was eternally filled with primeval matter. When 
I say that they exist of necessity, I mean that the con-
ttary of space and duration cannot possibly be con-
eeived. If infinite space were filled with an infinite 
globe, it would be space filled. If that globe were 
&tniok out of existence, it would be space empty. Fill-
ed or empty,,it would still be space. As space exists 
ot necessity, it is absolutely and positively eternal, and 
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hence could never have been created nor changed,. · ThE 
11ame is true in relation to duration. Duration mnsl 
have rolled on, even if there had been no 
of suns and worlds to mark its periods. The contral'J 
cannot possibly be conceived. Hence duration anc 
space both exist of philosophical necessity, and are ab-
solutely eternal. Endless duration is the age of Jeho-
vah, and space is the empire in which he dwells anrl 
reigns. This space was eternally filled with mind and 
invisible matter in its original state. They both exist 
of philosophical necessity. 

Hence matter is eternal, because if there ever had 
been a period when there was nothing in existence as it 
regards matter, then.nothing would now have been, fo1 
nothing cannot create itself into something. The samE 
is true in relation to mind. If there ever had been t 
period when there was no mind existence, then I)( 

mind could now have been, for mind could not baVl 
created itself, as this would be admitting mind to haYE 
acted before it existed. Hence mind and primel-a 
matter are both coexistent and coeternal. Indeed, tlH 
one could not exist without the other, because that 
electricity, which is original and eternal matter, is thE 
body of God. All other bodies are therefore emana-
tions from his body, and all other spirits are emana-
tions from his spirit. Hence all things are of God. 
He has poured himself throughout all his works. . He 
has poured spirit from spirit's awful fountain. "''ld kin. 
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into existence a world of rationals. On this prin-
Ciple it will be seen, that the Eternal Mind is not ab:. 
solutely omnipresent, while his electrical body is, be-
cause it pervades immensity of space. Mind must be 

and not diftUsed over the whole body. And 
the mind of Jehovah actuates his body, so he pro-

duces impressions throughout the boundlessness of 
space, and makes himself instantly felt throughout the 
immensity of his works, even as the human mind, which 
is located in the brain, still makes its presence felt 
throughout the body, even to every possible extremity, 
and produces the impressions of its existence on others. 

Mind or spirit is of itself embodied and living form. 
It is spiritual organism in absolute perfection, and from 
mind itself all form and beauty emanate. The body 
of man is but an outshoot or manifestation of his mind. 
If I may be indulged the expression, it is the ultimate 
of his mind. Hence every creature in existence has a 
body which is the shape of its mind, admitting that the 
physical laws of the system were not interrupted in 
producing the natural form of the body from mind. 

·The serpent is all length-is all concentration, and no 
wonder that he can charm the bird and other creatures 
around him. What a singular mind the lobster must 
have, for he has a. singular body! 

We touch the finger to any substance, and in the fin-
ger we appear to feel it. But this is not so, because 
all feeling is in the mind. If we amputate the a11n or 
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leg, yet the and tQes _a.s usuaJ. 
instance,. w-e 100ve a or wield 
this done 1 I :answer this question .by . 
mind baa it.s sp4'itual fingers, arms,- funbtf, .and. 
lineament& of form to 
The mind lwlds its throne in the brain, and 
in itself the power of feeling and motion, it 
its spiritual fingers, or wields its spiritual arm, an( 
through the -electric of the nerves, which 1m 

laid, like so many telegraphic wires, between Ute two 
the natural finger and the natural arm are compelled t« 
make an exactly correspondent motion. This solrjlj 
the mystery why the man who has his arm amputated 
even up to the shoulder, yet feels his arm and his .fin 
gers as long as he lives, and often feels in them an itoh 
ing sensation, or even pain, and that, too, at the sam 
distance from his body which the fingers and arm occu 
pied before amputation took place. All operatioru 
convulsions, and motions begin in the unseen substa.oc 
of the body, and end in its gross and solid pa.l'U 
These are last moved, and last affected. This is Wl 

only so in muscular motion, but throughout nature. 
Having the great principles of mind and matter be 

fore us, I will now proceed to notice the creation oJ 
-worlds. I have already remarked, that all the chemi 
cal properties of all substances in existence, belongitlj 
to our globe and its surrounding were mad 
out of electricity. Henoo electricity contains aU &b 
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eteihenfli.ry principles of in being. The an. 
eients: there to be but four- elements-namely, 
ea'-ith, air, fire, and water. It so ha.ppcus, however, 
tliat heat is no element at all, any more than cold. It 
is.merely an effect of substances in motion, produced 
by their friction. Though the ancients supposed there 
to be but four elements, yet as the science of chemistry 
advances onward toward perfection, more elements are 
detected: I believe that about forty have been already 
discovered, yet we have no reason to believe that even 
these arc all. I will suppose, however, that there are 
one hundred elements belonging to this globe. Then 
there are one hundred elements in electricity, out of 
which this globe was created. We will step back in 
our ima.gina.tions to that period when this globe, as 
such, had no existence. For the sake of perspicuity, 
we will suppose one hundred cords to be fastened on 
those one hundred elements in electricity. Please to 
bear this fact in mind. 

Now, as the Eternal Mind can come in direct con-
tact with electricity only, so he exerted his voluntary 
powers that constitute his creative energy, and con-
densed those one hundred elements that constitute 
electricity, down to a more gross and dense state, each 
element sliding down its own cord in its progress toward 
ereation. Though mind can directly touch nothing but 
electricity, yet electricity, as the universal agent under 
Deity, can touch all substances in being. The Creator 
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again acts, through another volume of · elech·'icit)-,: upon 
those one hundred partially condensed 
moves them down a grade farther onward toward theiJ 
ultimate, or created state. And thus the work pro-
gresses ; wave successively following wave down its 
own cord, till they all become air. Hence a.ir contairu 
the one hundred elements ; and all the chemical prop-
erties of all things in being are involved in it. Ano 
so the work of creation progresses, under the never-
ceasing action of the Infinite Mind, from whom all mo. 
tion and power emanate, till those one hundred elemenb! 
are made into water. Hence water contains all the 
chemical properties of all things in being. 
from its invisible electric state, has now become visibl« 
in the crystal, volatile, and colorless state called water. 
The whole one hundred elements are here in solution 
and from water, which is the universal solvent of na-
ture, earth, and all mineral and crystalized substance! 
were made. Boyle has proved, that by 
as he terms it, nature turns water into earth; 
Bishop Watson, in his "Chemical Essays," admib! 
the same, and says, " it has never been disproved b' 
any writer." Boyle should not have said that nature, 
by transmutation, does this ; but that the CREA TOa, 

by his own power of inherent motion, turns water into 
earth. I resume this interesting subject. 

The one hundred elements, having reached the lower 
extremity of the one hundred cords, have now attained 
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their ult.imate created condition and form, and the fin-Ifon rr . ·: ·· , -.,_ 
globe, in all its youth, beauty, and variety, ap-

., ;- -gears. At the top of those cords are the one hundred 
, LI[ elepients in their original electrical state, resting in 
-· own invisibility; and as we descend we see the 

. :. change each successive wave passed through, 
-.:- · a·s ·.the whole one hundred subst:mces were, under the 

action of the Creato1', gradually afProaching their cre-
ated state, till at length they emerged from invisibility 
and chaotic night into the light of day, and rendered 
the variegated beauties of their created forms visible 
to the eye of the beholder. 

The globe being finished, it required electricity, the 
original substance out of which it was made, to be 
brought upon it by the Creator, so that his infinite 
mind, through this agent, might come in contact with 
it, in order to move and govern it, not only in its revo-
lutions by the attractive and repulsive forces, but in 
producing all the changes and operations in its mineral, 
vegetable, and animal kingdoms. As this great work 
is submitted to the involuntary powers of the Infinite 
Mind, and as mind cannot come in direct contact with 
gross matter, so the beauty and simplicity of the sub-
ject appear in the grandeur of the idea, that electricity, 
being uncreated and eternal matter, is the only sub-· 

· stance that mind can touch, and hence is the great 
physical agent the Creator employs in the government 
of all worlds. The unchanging laws of the universe 
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are but the thoughts • . : ... 
gentlemen, I desire you to bear ,in mlnd : tha.ti . it 
quires the. very out of which 
globe wae made, to govern it by its positive and n.-
tive forces under the energy of Infinite Power. 

Aa this subject is somewhat intx:icate, permit me ro 
be very explicit in making myself understoo(J. When 
I say that it requires electricity to govern the globe, I 
mean as follows : Electricity, being the uncreated sub-
stance, 1s the positi'lle force, and the globe, being the 
created substance, is the negative force. In th,e nen 
place it will be clearly perceived, that all the sub-
stances existing in tho globe as so many ULTlli(AT£81 
exist __ in electricity as so many PRIM&TES. For in-
stance : If there is gold in the globe, then there is gold 
in electricity, out of which it was made. If there ia 
phosphate of lime in the globe, out of which the shells 
pf the ocean and bones arc formed, then there is phos-
phate of lime in electricity, out of which it was made. 
The gold in electricity is in a gaseous and invisible 
state, and .is the positive force, and the gold in the 
globe is in a solid and visible state, and is the 
tive force. As the positive and negative forces always 
come together, so the gold in electricity entirely _con-
trols and minemlizes the gold in the globe, but lets its 
ninety-nine kindred elements alone. Each one keeps 
its own cord of communication from top to bottom-

primate to ultimate-from positive to wegatiw. 
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Tlte same is true, not only of the gold, and of the 
phosphate 'Of lime, but also of the ninety-eight remain-
ing elements. The whole one hundred elements in 
electricity, as the positive forces, arc brought to act 
upon the one hundred corresponaing elements of the 
globe, as the Mgative forces, and thus not only move 
it on its axis, and in its revolutions around the sun, 
but produce all the changes and operations in these 
elementary substances of which the globe is composed. 

Theee ideas of the creation and government of the 
world arc in reality sublime. And when we refl.ect 
that the Infinite Mind comes in contact -with electri-
city, and, through that eternal, invisible agent, governs 
a.ll worlds by his involuntary powers, sublimity rises 
into infinite magnificence, and overwhelms the soul 
with awe! 

The sun being pure electricity is, of course, a. cold, 
invisible body. He is placed, as is supposed, in the 
centre of a. retinue of worlds composing our planetary 
system, and that to these worlds he gives light, heat, 
and vegetation. But to my mind it is evident that 
there can be no light above our atmosphere which sur-
rounds the globe to the height of about fifty miles. As 
electricity travels from the sun to the globe in never-
ceasing streams, so when it strikes the top of our at-
mosphere it becomes faintly visible, and not before. 
This is proved by the morning and evening twilight, 
when, the aun is so far below the · ealitern hills aa to 
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strike the very top of our 
a level with our fields, and afFords a feeble light 
account of the thinness of our air at that height. Bttt 
as it rises higher, its rays shoot deeper, and the air 
growing denser as they approach tlte earth where we 
stand, till they touch it, the friction on the particles 
of air is of course greater, and the light and · beat are 
rendered more intense by this density of atmosphere, 
and by their final reflection and reaction from the 
globe. Hence could we rise to the top of our atmo-
sphere, the sun would disappear, and we should there 
be shrouded in total darkness. Electricity is cold and 
invisible, and as it travels from the sun to the globe at 
the rate of twelve million miles per minute, so it sets 
the particles of the air on fire by the rapidity of its 
motion and friction. Such is the philosophy of the 
morning and evening twilight, which never has been, 
and cannot be explained on any other principle than 
the electrical invisibility of our sun, and the absence 
of all light above our atmosphere. And electricity, 
thrown from the sun to the globe, is the mode em-
ployed by the Creator to bring it to its full growth and 
perfection, as a meet habitation for man. 

As electricity is, in its one hundred elements, con-
tinually pouring from the sun upon the globe, why does 
it not continue to increase it in bulk 'l I reply tbat it 
does, and its entire creation, as to its lise, Yege-
tables, and animals, is llot yet perfeoted, but·1Pill be in 
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. Its distance from the and its exact 
·-·,Je¥!£jon to . surrounding worlds, will then forbid its in-
: in bulk. The human body, when completely 
·developed by food and drink, ceases its growth, even 
though the same sustenance, both in quality and quan-

• tity, is continued. This I will more fully explain, and 
hence the cause of the variation of the compass, which m philosophy yet remains inscrutable, will be . made to 
appear. 

Comets are declared by Newton and others to be 
melted globes, and he computed the heat of one to be 
several thousand times hotter than that of red-hot iron, 

. and that it would take a comet the size of this globe, 
fifty thousand years to cool to its centre. Comets move 
in very elliptical orbits, and are deemed, on this account, 

. io be very eccentric bodies. The cause of this is, that 
while they are chained by the attractive and repulsive 
forces to keep a circle, yet a.s they are propelled in a 
straight line, sky-rocket-like, by their own internal 
gaseous flames that stream in their course, so their 
orbits are elliptical. As they cool, their own internal 
force is lessened, and their orbits become more circular, 
because there is less trespassing on the attractive and 

. repulsive forces, which, if left to their own operation, 
independent of foreign influences, would move all worlds 
in perfect circles. Immensity of space is not square, 
.for then worlds would move in a square, but it is round, 

:. . it I may be indulged in the expression in rega.rd to that 
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boundless :field;" whose oentre is 
ciretUnference. nowhere." Electricity, uMnfluenOOd,-
always moves in circles. 

The globe :Yet moves in an elliptical orbit, booalise 
its bowels a.re melted lava, and perhaps not more than 
one hundred miles in depth of its crust are as yet cool-
ed. And the two hundred volcanoes now bl existence, 
are so many spiracles to the subterranean furnaee, and 
continually throw off the gaseous substances generated 
in its bosom, and cause it to transgress in some meas-
ure the attrac.tive and repulsive forces that move it. 
As it cools, it continually approximates, in its orbit, 
nearer to a circle. This will cause the variation of tbe 
compass to continue, till its own internal forces cease 
to affect its motion, and allow the law of attraction and 
repulsion to move it in a. perfect circle around the sun. 
And when it shall perform an eXf!.Ct circle in its a.nnual 
revolution, it will be perfectly finished a.s to its sise, 
and yet the quantity of electricity thrown upon it from 
the sun, will be the same as it now is, and ever baa 
been. But this redundancy will be thrown off at its 
north and south poles, and in such increased quantities 
as to warm and enlighten those extremities of the globe, 
and bring them into the fruitfulness and bloom of the 
garden of Eden. Then the variation of the compass 
will cease, inasmuch as the cause will be removed that 
produces it. The cause of its variation is the elliptical 
orbit in which our globe moves, and its continual and 
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a.pproe.eh to a cirele. And when · th&t cirele 

sllall · be . obtained, the globe will be finished, and the 
variation of the compass will disappear. 

globe is yet in its infancy-yes, in the embryo 
of· .its 'being-and it will require many thousand years 
to . finish it. And ,this must be done, because under 
the voluntary powers of the Creator, nothing can per-
ish prematurely. Many species of vegetables and ani-
mals now in existence, will become extinct, and disap-
pear from the page of the naturalist, and others of a 
more improved and superior character will be awakened 
into being. They will be perfectly adapted to the fu-
ture and ultimate perfeetion that this globe, under the 
energies of the Infinite Mind, is destined to attain. Its 
creation will then be perfected. The soil upon which 

. we now stand, will then be some deep stratum in its 
crust, containing our present vegetables and animals in 
a. state of petrifaction. These will be pronounced, by 
coming generations, the strange nondescript remains of 
past centuries, and afford to the future geologist and 

abundant materials for their loftiest specu-
ulations. This subject, in connection with the bound-
lessness of the universe, and the successive creation of 
worlds, I should like to pursue to a greater extent, but 
lest I weary your patience, I bring my present Lecture 
to a close. 
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LECTURE Vlll. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

THE query may perhaps now arise in your minds, 
What bearing has the subject of the creation of this 
globe, and the original materials out of which it was 
made, advanced in the last Lecture, upon the science 
of Electrical Psychology 1 The answer to this query 
will be fully made to appear in the &rguments I have to 
oft"er on the present occasion. I have already stated in 
my third Lecture, that man is an epitome of the uni-
verse, and that the chemical properties of all the vari-
ous substances in oxistence are congregated in him, and 
form and constitute the very elements of his being. I 
have stated, that in the composition of this body are 
involved all the mineral and vegetable substances of 
this globe, even from the grossest and heaviest matter 
up to the most rarefied and light. And lastly, to finish 
this masterpiece of creation, I stated that the brain 
was invested with a living spirit, that, like an enthroned 
deity, presides over, and governs, through electricity 
as its agent, all the voluntary motions of this little, or-
g&Dir.ed, corporeal universe; while its living 
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a.nd involuntary self-moving powers, cause all the invol-
untary functions of life to proceed in their destined 
course. Hence human beings, a.nd all animated exist-
ences, are subject to the same common electrical law 
that pervades the universe, and moves all worlds under 
the superintendence of the involuntary powers of tha 
Infinite Spirit. 

That all substances are incorporated in the body of 
man is irresistibly true, otherwise he could not inure 
himself to all, even to the most deadly poisons, and ren· 
der them, in a good degree, harmless in his system. 
He may so accustom himself to the use of tobacco, 
rum, or even opium, that he can take into the stomach 
a quantity sufficient to produce the death of several 
individuals, while he himself will experience from it 
but a. slight effect. He may even commence the use 
of arsenic in small quantities, gradually increasing the 
dose, till he gets incorporated into his system a suffi-
cient quantity to kill, for instance, five men. As in 
this case it forms a part of his body, so it causes a. 
longing for it in proportion to the quantity in the sys-
tem. Should he now take a portion sufficient to kill 
five men, would only produce a balance of power 
with that already in his system. It would meet the 
demand. This is habitude. But should he take one 
portion more, sufficient to kill any other man, he would 
die. Now it would be impossible for a man to inure 
himself to any such substances, unless there were some 
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rnna.ll particle in the composition of his body 
to build. Hence it is philosophically true, that-man-ill 
an epitome of the universe, and that all elemeiits, 
in exact proportions, are most skillfully combined in 
his system, by the hand of the Creator ; and 1hese pro-
portions should never be disturbed and thrown out o£ 
balance by dissipation. 

Having these facts distinctly before us, I would now 
state, that if there are one hundred elements in the 
globe which was made out of the same number in elec-
tricity, then there are one hundre!f in lhe eompositioo 
of man's body, for he is but an epitome of the universe. 
As his body was created out of the dust of the earth, 
and is but a vegetable of the second growth, so it is tbe 

I 
same as though it had been originally made out of elec-
tricity. And as the globe, after its creation, required 
electricity, the original substance from whence, unde1 , 
Deity, it sprung, to move, control, and govern it, so, 
after man was organized, and his brain invested with s 
living spirit, it required electricity, the primeva.l sub-
stance out of which he was made, to be inhaled wid! 
the air into his lungs, and carried to every part of his 
system, and by which, under the impulse of mind, i1 
must be moved, controlled, and governed by the posi-
tive and negative forces that move all worlds. Y oa 
now perceive what eonnection Electrical Psychology hal 
with the creation of our globe. It is a science that in-
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.eleetrica.l theory of the universe, and all the 
JMu}t.if!l.rious operations of nature. 
, - W kMw not, as yet, how many ·elements there may 

exiatence. I desixe it, however, to be distinctly 
bw.ne in rpind, that if there are one hundred in elec-
tricity, which is primal and eternal matter, then there 
are one hundred in the globe, one hundred in the vege-
tables that the globe produces, a.nd one hundred in the 
human body, which is sustained by, and, therefore, 
made up of vegetables. The stomach is the great 
workshop of the system, to manufacture new materials 
to supply the demand occasioned by its constant wastes. 
The food and water taken into the stomach contain the 
on.e hundred elements to meet the supply of the one 
hundred that are contained in the composition of the 
body. Electricity, containing also one hundred, is in-
spired by the lungs, communicated to the blood, from 
the blood to the nerves, and conducted to the brain, 
and there laid up for the usc of the mind, as I have 
explained in my THIRD LECTURE. This electricity is 
sent by the involuntary powers of the mind from the 
cerebellum through the pnenmagastric and other invol-
untary nerves to the stomach, to produce digestion. 
The one hundred elements in electricity meet the one 
hundred corresponding elements .in the food, and con-
vert the whole mass into one homogeneous chyle. This 
is done by the positive and negative forces, without the 
least confusion or interference of one element with its 
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kindred elements. The nutritious parts of t4is_ 
are taken up by the absorbents, and, in the form of &I)-
rum, are thrown into the circulating system, and 
muted into blood. The blood is the universal solvent 
of the system, containing, in solution, all the chemical 
properties that are to constitute the body, even from 
its finest particles down to the solid bones-the same 
as water is the universal solvent of nature, out of 
which all the constituent principles of this globe are 
formed, through electrical action. 

The finest particles of the blood are taken up, and, 
by the positive and negative forces of electricity, are 
transmuted into flesh, tendons, bones, and all the sub-
stances that constitute the animal economy, and by the 
same forces the old particles of the body a.re thrown 
off, to mingle again with those of the globe. When I 
say that all this is effected by the one hundred electri-
cal elements, each acting upon its own element in the 
food, without interfering with any of its ninety-nine 
kindred elements, I desire to be distinctly understood. 
In order to express clearly so intricate an idea, I 
take one of these elements, and carry it through in all 
its principal bearings. 

Phosphate of lime is the substance that forms our 
bones. It may not be a simple element, but in order 
to convey my ideas on this point, I will consider it so. 
As our bones are continually wasting away, so this 
waste must be supplied ; and as they are often frac. 
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h:ttim; sd they require new to reunite them 
'by 'ossification.· Hence there must be phosphate of 
lime in our food as well as in electricity. This is cer-
tain, because that hard, bony-like substance collected 
on the teeth in the act of mastication, is from the phos- • 
phate of lime in our food and watet·. Having these 
facts before us, I now turn to the point under consid-
eration, and ask your undivided attention. 

The food is taken into the stomach. The phosphate 
of lime in electricity being the positive force, moves 
from the brain-from the cerebellum-tHrough the in-
voluntary nerves to the stomach. It takes hold of the 
phosphate of lime in the food, which is the negative 
force, and leaves the other ninety-nine elements of the 
food unmolested. This is perfectly philosophical, for 
the positive and negative invariably rush together. It 
converts this phosphate of lime chyle, and takes it 
up through the absorbents, and transmutes it into se-
rum and blood. This phosphate of lime from the food 
now forms a constituent part of the blood. In the next 
place, the phosphate of lime in electricity takes hold of 
tbe phosphate of lime in the blood, and moves it on 
through all its destined avenues till it reaches the liver, 
which, while it secretes the bile, seems to act as the 
bolter of the system, to separate these one hundred ele-
ments to be distributed to their destined, correspondent 
parts of the body. The phosphate of lime in electricity 

the like substance from the blood at the liver, 

o,,,, •• dbyGoogle 



142 ELECTJUCAL PSYcubLOGY • 

eonveys it to the various bones of the ooaj, . fila.Jimti'a!is 
it into an 088e0ns snbetanee, and Jays it 

partiele, and thu8 f'orms anew tbe roli(f 
work of the system, while the dregs aie · pasSed": \:Itt 
through the urinary secretions. But before it lays 
down the new, it removes the old particle by its re-
pulsive force, and compels it to fiy .Off by insensible _per-
spiration. Fully sensible that I am now understood in 
.reference to the operation of this one element, I am 
eatisfied that you understand me also in relation to the 
operations of the other ninety-and-nine, in carrying on 
the work of digestion to keep up the repairs of the 
body. 

These ideas, though somewhat intricate, are never-
theless interesting and sublime, as they unfold the 
relation in which man stands to the globe, to surround-
ing worlds and his Creator, as an epitome of the uni-
verse. If their novelty produce surprise in any breast, 
yet this is no reason that they should awaken resent-
ment, or kindle indignation against the si>eaker. We 
are finite beings, can know but little, and we shouJcl 
ever be ready and willing to freely express our 
thoughts reciprocally to other, independent of the 
opposition of men. By this mutual interchange of sen-
timent and feeling we should increase in knowledge, 

·awl grow wiser and better. Indeed, we need not go, 
in our contemplations, out of ourselves to leam t1te 
great principles and operations of both mind and mat. 
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p£. .God ·and his works. As it regards human c .. . · - . 

the words of the poet are unch&ngeably true, 
a.pd must sta.nd unshaken when thrones and kingdoms 
4iUI., _ He inmiortalized his verse 'fhen he breathed out, 

"Tho proper study of mankind is aru." 

I now turn to another department of my subject, 
eq_u3.lly interesting. I mean the DocTRINE oF IM-
PRESSIONs, by which both nature and man are thrown 
out of balance, made sick and cured. In this also we 
shall see the relation between man and nature. 

The philosophy of disease I have briefly, but faith-
fully argued in my FOURTH LECTURE, and shown how 
it may be produced by both mental ·and physical im-
pressions. Hence there is no occasion that I should 
Tre&l'] your attention by ranging that field of pestilence 
and death. I shall confine my observations principally 
to nature, and even .in these I shall be brief. The 
J.a.w of EQUILIBRIUM is the grand central LAw of the 
universe. It holds over nature the reins of govern-
ment, and allows her, in her operations and changes, 
to stray, but not.. too far, fron1 the central track. She 
may rise above, or fall below this law, but to its man-
da.te she must ever bow, and at stated periods resume 
her medium course. 

Electricity, being a universal agent, produces all the 
phenomena and changes that transpire in our globe 
and its surrounding elements. By heat, wlrlch is an 
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electrical the air is rarefied and water if.,...., 
rated. Wben t.M ra.refication of i;he,, ..,U.. ia · Cllltrl'iMa 
an extreme, Ul61l that portion of the euih -'8.-rits • 
habitants suffer. Nature is -di.Jea'Bed, and · duuie_... 
portion of the atmosphere is, at length, 1aDOused . m. 
its slumberings and armed with ff)rce. The ,rnreepiet; 
)lurricu.ne rushes, or the drea.9ful t9J>nado i&e 
awful movement to fill .a.nd ;rescue rarefied. aM 
diseaaed portion of the air,. N\6 . its feree till 
an equilibrium is attained in her aerial realms. At 
this point all action ceases, and nature is well. She 
was cured by her own impressions. 

In like manner evaporation may continue iill 1ht 
air is filled, in its upper regions, with Vli.JlC?l"'. AI 
electricity has a strong affinity for moistme, it 
the drier portions of the atmosphere ne&' the earth; 
and ascends to the moist and vapory regiona above. 
By this electricity is thrown out ·of balance. 
The man who has had a broken bone, even years a@D! 
or who is subject to rheumatism, will feel an -ineollve-
nience in that spot, or in his system, as ha.rbiDgers ol 
the approaching storm. The cause of this is, tbt 1M 
does not inspire as much electricity as usual .. 
air into the lungs, and feels the inconvenience. ADII 
the storm will surely burst, if there are no upper car .. 
rents of air to disperse the yapor. The electaRei&J 
being thrown out of ba.lance condenses the vapors. ibto 
thick clouds by its coldness, and thne tM 
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·,The lightnings :tlash, the thtmders roll, the 

uiu tclaoond1 and the war of elements will continue 
t.Ul · tbi· subtale :tluid is equally dispersed throughout 
1im· a.tmo.sphere. Nature h!Wing gained her 
hrimn, in her electrioa.l realms, is at rest. By these 
.awtbl impressions of her voice she is cured. Here it 
ie distinetly perceived that electricity is a. cold body, 
because it condenses the storm, and when its qua.ntity 
is suiliciently great it produees hail, even in the warm-

-est weather in our southern climates. In these few 
ideas we see also the philosophy of storms. 

Even the globe may be sick. She may have a bowel 
By the confined air and continually gen-

etating gases in the lava contained in her bowels she 
is thrown oat of balance. The earthquake awakes 
from slumber, and springs from its dreadful couch. 
It starts tx> discharge its force at the nearest volcano. 
ln its fearful march it sounds its rumbling thunders 
and OODvulan the globe. Flames start up through 
fiseves of the opening earth, and from the bottom of 
the ocean . burning islands arise ! Volcanoes bellow 
ead · disembogue. Their lava overwhelms devoted cit-
ies, and their shock hurls others in crumbling ruins ! 
A reaction takes place, an equilibrium is produced in 
her subterranean realms, and she is· well. By these 
awful impressions of her own power she is cured. 

I might extend my observations to every visible de-
parttDent of nature, a.nd notice her more minute opera-

7 
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iiollB, but these few remarks, in Nf..-.n:ce Dfost 
stupendous and obvious convulsions, eafficient ) to 
give you my ideas how she becomes disea8ed by :heill8 
thrown out of her equilibrium, .sad how idle is euea 
by the inherent force of her own . impressioos. Ae 
man, then, is a.n epitome of the ihe full farce 
Qf my arguments on the philosophy of disease and the 
ra.tion&le of its cure, advanced in my JPOURTH and 
JOIFTH LEcTuREs, will be clearly seen, a.nd the rela-
tion in which man stands to the universe will be more 
distinctly understood. 

As I a.m now on the doctrine of impressions, I ta.b 
the liberty to say, that we should endeavor, at all times, 
oo keep ourselves positive to the surrounding impres-
sions of nature. We take disease much more easily to 
fi!ll asleep in an unhealthy spot than to keep awake. 
While traveling in stages through some low, damp, and. 
unhealthy places in the southern states, and where tile 
mail stage runs both night and day, the traveler1muaed 
to that climate should be careful to take short J181W 
during the day, so as not to fall asleep in Dighi 
stage. It renders him passive and negatitn to the sur-
rounding ·IMPRESSIONS of nature, when· she recei'Ye& no: 
salutary influence from the beams of sun. Theee 
impressions become the positive force, and the electri-
city of the. air inspired by the lungs enters the syatem,-
disturbs the nervous force and the circulation, tbron 
the whole out of balance, and disease eDS1ltl. 
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1 "ri:\r MiZen Charleston, South Carolina, may ride 
oot;,fu:;Nm wea.tMr, three or f<mr miles into the 
eptizwtry, and; returning the same day, will experience 
no·ilre<>hvenienee from too change. But should here-

over night and sleep there, he would, in all prob-
ability, hav& an attack of what is there called "the 
country femr," and in a few hours he might be a, 
corpse, a'3 it is considered to be even more fatal than 
the yellow fever. On the contrary, a person from the 
country visiting Cha.rleston and returning the same day, 
receives no harm. But should he remain over night, 
a.nd sleep there, the same mournful results might ensue. 
My views on the philosophy of becoming acclimated, 
in my SIXTH LECTURE, will throw some light on this 
point. And when we reflect that a person, while awake, 
is 11cti"e and positive to surrounding impressions, we 
can easily perceive that he reflists them, and conse-
qaently avoids disease. 

In view of the above, it will be readily percerred 
why one' peri!on, even in the wakeful state, will take 
diaease much more easily than another. Those who 
are firm in mind as a rock, are immovably calm, and 
h.a.ve no ftar of disease, even when some startling mala-
dy visits their neighborhood. These will not take it, 
even if they visit the bedside of the sick. This de-
termined action of their Ininds throws a constant and 
powerful current of the electro-nervous force from their 
brains and systems, keeps them positive to surrounding 
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impressions, and enables them to resist their- ftne.r: 
But those who are in constant fear of some . di.seaae,: 
who are always complaining of their feelings' -pairi.91 
and aches, keep themselves coostantly unwell by thns:· 
concentrating their thoughts upon their own aystems:, 
and watching each movement. When fever or cholera. 
visits their neighborhood, these are the very persoos 
who are in danger of an attack. Even fleeing to an-
ot.b.er section will not save them, unless this circum-
stance should be the means of changing their thoughts 
and removing their fears. The difficulty is, tha.t fear, 
as Dr. Mason Good remarks, depresses the vital energy 
of the muscles, and slackens the motions of life. It 
causes the mind to shrink back on itself, and to render 
the system negative to the surrounding impressions of 
the elements, and thus engenders disease. More thaD. 
one half the cases of cholera that have occurred during 
the past year, owe their existence to the fears and ex-
citements of such persons, who, if they had not heard 
that it was in their midst, would not have been aftlicted 
with it. 

The cholera is a sudden co1lapse of the whole Ctlti-
cle, occasioned by the electricity of the nerves at the 
surface suddenly retiring to the stomach and bowels. 

pores of the skin being closed, the blood and other 
fluids follow the electricity, and retire internally. Tile 
venous circulation is obstructed and weakened, and the 
ftuids seem to rush to the stomach and bowels. and Dt-
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secretions ensue. Intense fever and infl.amtna.-

tieodn·the- entire alimentary canal aggravate the other 
difficulties, and the storm bursts in fearful terror. The 
Emternal and · internal parts of the system being thrown 
out of baJ.am:oe in their electrical action, and the n.rterial 
amd venous circulation having lost their equilibrium, the 
most·dreadful cramps and. convulsions ensue. · All tha.t 
is necessary to effect a cure is, to procure a reaction 
from the centre to the surface, and thus restore the 
usual equilibrium between the arterial and venous cir.;. 
culation, by equalizing the electricity of ·the system. 

What I have now argued in relation to keeping the 
mind positive to surrounding impressions, will account 
for· the well-known fact, that an individual sitting with 
his back to a current of air, while in a state of perspi-
ration, will take cold much sooner than if he faced it. 
The cause is obvious. The front part of the brain 
contains the positive electro-nervous forces, under the 
oontrol of the voluntary powers of the mind, and the 
back.part contains the negative electro-nervous forces, 
under the control of the involuntary powers of the 
mind. As the positive forces, under an absolute voli-
tion of mind, resist all external impression, so the fact 
is readily seen why they have more power than the neg-
ative forces to resist disease, or any encroachments that 
may be made upon the system. 

I would now remark, that the science of Electrical 
Psychology, being the doctrine of impressions, throws 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



l$0 ELECT:UCAL PSYGBOLOGY. 

an immense .fiood of light on the h'll1Jl1m Ulindpan4nit; 
susceptibility to the most strange ood 
pressions in the power of man to conooive. , 
some minds so constituted, that it is absolutely . ilopw 
aible for them to resist the impressions that others ma; 
make upon them. This science unfolds what was coo 
eidered au inscrutable mystery in relation to the COD· 

duet of several individuals who perished in the excite-
ment of the Salem witchcraft. Persons of weH-knou 
character-yes, of a stainless moral 
executed on their own confession ! They were charged 
with being bewitched, and with having bewitched 
others. They plead guilty to the oha.rge, :firmly be-

·lieved it to be true, and, on their own confession, were 
to die, and were cut off from the land of the 

living. They were in the psychological state. In my 
public experiments, I have taken persons who are 
na_turally in the psychological state, and have produced 
such impressions upon them. I have made them con-
fess that they were bewitched, and that they had rode 
on broomsticks through the air to bewitch others, and 
deserved to die. 

Hundreds of instances have occurred in our world, 
where persons have been charged with murder, have 
confessed themselves guilty of the deed, and, on tha& 
confession, have been solemnly sentenced to die. And 
yet, before the day of execution arrived, the suppoeed 
murdered man was found alive in some distant secQm, 
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· :ana rhutried home just in time to save an innocent fel-
- i)(AV..ereatnre.from an ignominious death. Turn to the 
: (llrimina.l calendar, and you will find some most striking 
· m$tances of this character, and that, ooo, in our OWn 
· country, and even in New England, the boasted land 
of light and morals. All such persons were naturally 
m the psychological stau, and really belieYed what 
they confessed. How many may have, through such 
means; innocently lost their lives, the opening scenes 
of eternity alone e&n disclose. Judges ·and jurors have 
.yet to learn that no man shoald be hung on his own 
.oonfe!l8ion. If he must die, let it be in the face of the 
most indubitable evidence, and, even then, let him be 
recommended to mercy, for often murder, as well as 
suicide, is committed under some strange hallucination 
of mind. 
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LECTURE IX. 

LADIES AJI'D GJtJITLEllrlEl'l : 

MucH bas been advanced in rela.tion to mind and 
matter, their various operations, powers, and manifes-
tations, and the countless mental and physical impres-
sions of which they are susceptible. I have also said 
not a little of the electro-nervous force, as the agent of 
the mind, and how the functions of every part of the 
system are executed under its energy. I have proved 
it to be the connecting link between mind and inert 
matter, and the agent by which the Creator moves all 
worlds through the boundless fields of space. I have 
shown the connection existing between man and nature, 
and the relationship he sustains to her as an epitome 
of the universe. As I have made electricity the grand 
agent that, under mind, moves on all the multifarious 
operations appertaining to the human system, it may be 
asked, what proof is there to establish this truth, inde-
pendent of what has alreally been offered 1 If the ar-
guments already advanced to prove that mind touches 
and moves electricity as its prime agent, are not sufti-
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cient and entirely satisfactory, I will then refer you to 
a visible and tangible experiment, the result of which 
you can witness, and thus test the truth of my position. 

Let any gentleman of eloquence, feeling, and pathos 
strip up his sleeve, and lay his bare arm on a table 
where it be perfectly at rest; let him then repeat 
some impressive poetry, or any prose sentences of stir-
ring eloquence, paying no attention to his arm till his 
feolings are moved, and at that instant he will see his 
arm covered with what are called goose-pimples. If 
he cease speaking, they will gradually disappear, as his 
mind sinks into calmness. Indeed, he can see them 
rise and fall with his feelings and emotions. These are 
occasioned by the redundant electricity which is thrown 
to the surface by the strong emotions and positive im-
pulses of the excited mind. These pimples rise up at 
the root of each hair, and as hair is a non-conductor, 
and resists ·electricity, so the internal pressure of the 
electro-nervous force, propelled to the surface by the 
mind, causes these minute eminences to arise. Elec-
tricity is, in its nature, a cold substance. Hence, 
when the weather is cold, the air, being dense, contains 
an excess of electricity and oxygen. These, being in-
spired by the lungs in greater quantities than usual, 
brace the system, and render these pimples in the same 
ratio more prominent and visible than in warm weather. 
This circumstance confirms the proof that it is elec-
tricity moved by mind, that causes these to rise when 

7• 
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the feelings excited by au 
even cold chills to pass over the body. ;,, . ; .. >, .. ,, : 

The proof now produced.! consider t() be·abeolutel' 
and positively and. abundant to sa"sisfy an' 
philosophic mind, that electricity. is . the. connecting link 
between mind and inert matter; and is, the:refure, thE 
agent through which the mind manifests its. moiions and 
powers. But should this not be sufficient tG send 1 

bold and firm conviction to the mind of the · greatest 
skeptic, then I will endeavor to carry the proof still 
farther, and firmly nail the matter beyond his power to 
remove it. I will show him how abundant the proo£ 
is by which this position is sustained. Let the skeptic 
place himself on an insulated stool, with his arm en-
tirely bare, and charge his body from a powerful elec-
tric machine. The hairs and pimples will rise up even 
as they do under an intense action of the mind. WbeD 
the body is electrically charged on an insulaied 
even the hairs of the head rise up erect, and the same 
result follows when the mind is greatly excited by feu 
or moved by strong and stormy emotions. 

If these evidences are not sufficient to strike the 
skeptic speechless in his opposition, then let him take 
a needle, and, after satisfying himself that it has no 
magnetic power to attract the smallest atom, let him 
insert it in the nerve of an animal, and it will become 
sufficiently magnetic to take up fine iron filiDgs.. In-
deed, ladies and gentlemen, I ha.ve no doabS &be 
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• . • ; r .D&bd ·arm, lUlder sufficiently strong and stirring emo-
tions of mind to ra.ise those pimples, would, while in 

· ihat·condition, produce an effect upon the electrometer. 
We now pereeive why the mind, when involved in 

. tJ:ouble and distress, has so powerfully affected the 
.body, not only in bringing upon it various diseases, but 
often audden, or even instant death. And we more-
over see why the mind, when calm, serene, and happy, 
when buoyant with hope, and animated with confidence, 
faith, and joy, has produced such powerful and salutary 
results in removing pains and diseases. We see why, 
under the energy of such a favorable state of mind, 
warts, and even king's-evil, cancers, and various tu-
mors have been made to disappear. 

Dr. John C. WaiTen, of Boston, Massachusetts, 
states, in his work on tumors, that a lady called upon 
him to ask his advice in relation to an experiment she 
thought of trying on a tumor with which she was 
afflicted. It was to rub it with the hand of a dead 
person; and, as she had a good opportunity, she asked 
Dr. WaiTen whether she bad not better improve it. 
He states, that he at first thought of dissuading her 
from it, but sensible of the power of the imagination, 
he advised. her to try the experiment. She did so, and 
in a few weeks the tumor disappeared ! 

Dr. Warren calls it the imagination ; but it is the 
effect of a mental impression, as I have just stated, 

. produeiug the renlt by the action of electricity through 
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the voluntary netves. The philosophy'ei•·tbis 
ple, and in a. few words I will notice it. 

The old paorticles of onr flesh are thrown off tbrougl&; 
the electro-nervoua force of the involuntary ud-
by the same force the new particles from thtl blood are 
la.id down in their stead. Hence · the od ro-
pa.irs of the system a.re a.bont bala.nced. W• change, 
a.s I have stated, the fleshy particles of our bodies 
about once per year, a.nd the bones in seven yean. 
While, therefore, the involunta.ry nerves are keepiftg 
up this balance of power between the wastes and ro-
pairs of the flesh, so the same tumor that is thrown of 
once per year with the other particles of the body, is 
gradually replaced each year by the same involune&ry 
electro-nervous force from . the new particlelf of the 
blood. Over this the mind has no direct control, 00.. 
cause it acts · through the voluntary nerves. Hence 
when the mind is under the influence of oon6denoe, 
faith, hope, and joy, organic activity is heightened, 
and by keeping the mind upon the tumor while in this 
happy state, and believing it will disappear, creates a 
surplus of action at that spot through the voluntary 
nerves, and this surplus action throws off this mrplua 
protuberance to return no more. Such is tbe philoso-
phy of what is called imagination. 

The point being understood how the eleotro-D.el"ffU 
fluid removes a. tumor, the query may now arise in 
your minds, Why does it heal a wound or oae .a -
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6ll8eJl ! In aliewer to this question I wcmld first re-
mark, that I am well aware that the healing proper-
tiss a.re in the individual, or in the electricity of the 
system, and oot in the medicine. - And tb.e question, 
Wky Me$ tltie dectro-ntrvous fluid heal, has been in-
direotly 00118idered in my last Leeture, when explain-
ing process of digestion. Beca.llSe if all things 
were made out of elecbricity, then it is certain that 
electricity contains all the elementary principles, and 
therefore all the healing prop·erties of ali things in 
being. All the balms, oils, and minerals in existence 
are contained in electricity, and in their most skillfully 
combined proportions. This electricity is inspired 
with the air into the lungs, and passed through the 
blood into the nerves of the brain, and becomes the 
electro-nervous fluid. It is the positive, moving pow. 
er, in all its one hundred elements, and meets the same 
one hUJldred kindred elements that compose the body, 
a.ud are the negative power. And the positive and 
negative forces coming together, and the one hundred 
elements in electricity meeting the one hundred of the 
same killd in the body, each tending to its own, pro-
duce the healing result, on the same principle that 
they produce digestion, repair the system, and 
ize circulation. For a full explanation of this point 
you will please call to mind my remarks on the diges-
tive process in my last Lecture, and the whole will be 
easily comprehended. 
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I now lea.ve this point and call your attenf;iijn,·ww · 
brain, which is the palace and throne the mind1 
where it dwells and reigns. I shall irolftee'!ifs.' 
operations · in its earthly house, p<>int out the oonnee-
tion between the voluntary and involuntary nert'8 

through which the mind acts, and conclude by noticing 
the philosophy of sleep. 

I have stated in a f'ormer Lecture, tha.t each indi-
vidual has two distinct bra.in&-namely, the cerebrum, 
which occupies the frontal part of the cranium, filling 
the principal part of its cavity, and the cerebellum, 
which occupies the back portion of the cranium. The 
voluntary nerves belong to the cerebrum, through 
which the voluntary powers of the mind act, and the 
involuntary nerves belong to the cerebellum, through 
which the involuntary powers of the mind act. And 
though in their intricate convolutionf! through every 
part of the cranium, they seem to interweave and 
blend in ten thousand ways, and both dive into the 
spine, and there combine to form the spinal m81'1'01r, 
yet by some secret charm they preserve their entirely 
distinct' character as to their voluntary and involun-
tary powers, and thus carry out the separate fol'008 o£ 
both brains into every part of the entire system. 

Our voluntary powers by which we reason, and by 
which we move our limbs and bodies, being the posi-
tive force during our wakeful moments, soon tire, and 
require the refreshment of sleep to restore them. B.s 
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O\P'Ir myobm.tary powers, by which the heart and lungs 
apd the functions of life performed, oom-

their ea.reer of action a.t birth, and often oon-
jt, without any apparent weariness, fqr seventy, 

eighty, or .even o. hundred years. They, however, 
tire at last, and also require sleep. But when they 
sleep, it is death. Natural sleep, . which involves the 

of the voluntary powers only in a state of entire 
insensibility, is so far on .the 1·oad to death. It is the 

house to the land of silence. By natural 
sleep our exhausted voluntary powers are restored, we 
wake up refreshed, our weariness has disappeared, and 
we are prepared for renewed action. There is at the 
same time another important end ga.ined by our insen-
sibility in sleep. The involuntary powers, being left 
free from the exciting action of the voluntary powers, 
were allowed to gradually slacken their movements, 
and regain their true and healthful equilibrium. 

In order that this--.part of my subject may be dis-
tinctly understood, I must point out the connection 
between the voluntary and involuntary powers, and the 
manner in which they may reciprocally affect each 
other. Our pulsations are more frequent in the eve-
ning than in the morning. This is owing to the men-
tal and physical action of our voluntary powers during 
our wakeful moments. They, being the positive force, 
trespass upon the involuntary powers, which are the 
neaa.tive force, and hence one. grand object of sleep is 
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to allow the heart to come down to its due natural 
slowness of pulsation. The voluntary 
the positive force, can of course trespass ti}:)oiti'llfe ifi£CI: 
voluntary, till they become tired out and siD-kdto mt: 
in the sleep of death. This I will endeavor to 
plain by the following circumstances. · · .:1• 

In the barbarous ages of the world, criminals ·have : 
been, in some instances, doomed to die through depri-
vation of sleep. Guards, who took charge of them by 
turns, both night and day, were ordered to keep them 
incessantly awake. This they did do by touching 
them with some instrument of torture, and sometimes 
with fire, whenever exhausted nature would yield to 
repose. In such instances the pulsations of the heari 
are gradually increased above their usual throb, be-
coming more and more frequent, till between the third 
and fourth day, when they rise to about one hundred 
and twenty per minute, which i.s a fever heat. And 
so on, gradually increasing, till the seventh or eighth 
day, when the pulse is only perceived by a tremulous 
motion, inconsistent with the continuance of life, and 
the sufferer expires. You now perceive that the vol-
untary powers, by being kept awake, trespass upon the' 
involuntary powers till they too arc tired, and fall 
asleep ; but that sleep is death. 

I have already remarked, that when our voluntary 
powers are exhausted they fall asleep at night, and in 
the morning we wake up restored. This brought aa 
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on our journey to the door of death, and well 
ma;r, ' sleep1 in all ages, have been considered its em-
blem, But when the involuntary powers are entirely 
exhausted by pain, by fevers, or by sickness in gen-
eral, they also re9.uire rest, and therefore fall asleep. 
This is death. Now, if there were no positive organic 
destruction, and could the laws of chemistry that de-
compose our bodies be suspended, and could the entire 
system, blood and all, be kept in the same 
condition as it was when we expired, we should wake 
up after a few days in perfect health. This is no 
revery of fancy, no chimera of the speaker's brain, but 
absolutely and positively true, and in perfect accord-
ance with the principles of philosophy. As this sub-
ject is new, I will take it into consideration, as it must 
be not only interesting, but vastly important to us all. 

In the first place, we know that the serpent and 
toad species, the alligator tribe, and nearly all insects, 
fall into torpidity in winter, and in the spring they are 
aroused from this state in perfect health, and with 
regenerated vigor. Not only their voluntary, but also 
their involuntary powers were asleep. The breathing 
lungs and throbbing heart were motionless, and the 
circulating blood was stilled. The raccoon and seve-
ral other species of animals burrow, and fall into a 
torpid state as winter approaches, and remain till 
spring without any sustenance whatever, and then 
make their appearance without any loss of flesh. In 
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all these creatures the fora'IA/m QVcle, . an Opening' ,be-
tween ihe auricles of the heart, nev.er eloses, and ·hedOe 
-they can live without breathing. . 

It may, however, be said, tha.t this is by no nreans 
applicable to human beings, for they cannot live 'With-
out breathing. How then do we live withoui breath-
ing, or even without the throbbing of the he&rt, or the 
circulation of the blood, till we were hom into exist-
a.nce 'l I answer by saying, that the foramen ovalo wu 
not eloaed, but generally closes soon after our birth takes 
place. We know that the new-born infant requires bai 
little air, and can live where we should be smothered 
and perish. Again, there is occasionally an individual 
in whom this never closes. It is true, that these in-
stances are exceedingly rare, and such persons are 
liable, disease or pain exhausts the involuntary 
powers, to sink into a tol'Pid sta.te, which has been 
mistaken for death. The lungs and heart suspended 
their motions, the _blood ceased to circulate, and the 
limbs grew stiff and cold. Thousands in this condilion 
have been prematurely buried, came to life, struggled, 
turned over in their coffins, and perished. On being 
disinterred they have been found with the face down-
ward. Some, placed in tombs, have revived, been 
accidentally heard, and fortunately rescued. ADd 
though they expired with a distressing disease, yet they 
awoke to life in health. 

An instance of this kind occurred in New Jert/flJ1, 
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-wh6..l'S!Im inlfuidual wa.s apparently in a st&te o( death. 

-wa.s, eold a.nd moiionless. The lungs heaved not ; 
the heart in its pulsations was stilled ; the. blood wa.s 

its channels, and had ceased to flow. His 
funeral was two or three timea appointed, the friends 

;neighbors assembled, and through the entreaties 
of the it was postponed to another time. He 
at length awoke from this state to life, and awoke in 
hea.lth. Some call this singular condition, where circu-
lation is suspended, a trance ; but it is the sleep of the 
involuntary powers in those individuals only where the 
foramen ovale is not closed. In all other persons it 
would be death. 

In view of these facts we should be warned not to 
inter our friends too soon after we suppose they are 
dead. And as death is only the sleep of the involun-
tary powers, so dying cannot be a painful process, but 
one that must afford the greatest pleasure and delight 
of which we can conceive. It must certainly afford as 
much real enjoyment to die as to lie down upon our 
beds and sink into natural sleep. All sufferings arise 
from the nature of the disease that tires out the invol-
untary powers, a.nd not from the gasping struggles of 
the dying. The fatigues, toils, and sufferings of the 
day, that prepare our voluntary powers for a night's 
repose, not to be taxed upon the process of our 
dropping into natural sleep. This is of itself 
nra.ble, and so is also the process of dropping into the 
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sleep of death. In this respeet it is nol <'the kiaglef 
terrors," but the welcome angel of soothing ,sinifua; aDil 
crowning joys. · · -- ·· 

You now perceive that though the 
voluntacy powers of the mind are entirely -dis and 
seem to act independently of each other through two 
distinct sets of nerves, yet there must be some secret 
link between the two that unites them in one bond of 
everlasting and indissoluble union. That this point 
may be settled as accurately as possible, I must call 
your attention to the voluntary and involuntary nerves, 
to determine the connection between them, and also to 
ascertain the throne of the mind, or in wha.t partiouiar 
part of the brain it may be located. 

Though I have faithfully explained the philosophy 
of the circulation of the blood in my third Lecture, yet 
I am compelled to glance at the position in which the 
arterial and venous circulation stand in relation to each 
other, and notice the connection between them, and 
then see if this will not throw some light on the volun-
tary and involuntary nervous forces of the brain. 

The circulating system is in reality two distinct 
systems. The arterial carries the cherry-red blood, 
which is positive, and ever flows from the lungs and 
heart to the extremities, and the venous carries the 
dark blood, which is negative, and ever flows from the 
extremities to the heart and lungs. The arterial sys-
tem, commencing at the lungs and heart, divides inro 
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branches, and these again into others, and so 
On;:till they spread out in thousands of small blood-
vessels called capillaries, too minute for the dissecting 

trace, or the naked eye·to see. Indeed, they 
:tun· oat and seem to end, if I may so speak, in millions 
of nothings. At their terminations, and in just as 
ma.ny millions of nothings, the venous system begins. 
Though there is no visible connection, that the dis-
sector can trace between the two, yet we know that 
such a con'nection must exist, otherwise the blood could 
never pass from the capillaries of the arteries into those 
of the veins. 

As the nervous system must correspond with the 
circulating system, so these remarks will prepare your 
minds for a correct understanding of my views in re-
lation to the voluntary and ·involuntary nerves and 
the throne of the mind. The involuntary nerves have 
their origin in the cerebellum, which is the organ of 
involuntary motion, wind round in intricate mazes, and 
form its convolutions. They pass into the spine, and 
form the spinal marrow, a. part of which is but the 
cerebellum continued, and from thence they branch out 
to the heart, lungs, and to all the involuntary parts of 
the system, so that motion may be communicated to 
them by the involuntary powers of the mind. They 
return through another department of the spinal mar-
row to the brain, a,nd terminate in the medulla oblon-
gata in thousands of nothings, by which I only mean 
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invisible fi.hres. In just as muy 
tho involuntary nerves begin-wind '1'0\iildi ift_: 
tricate mav.es, .and form the conwlutions, of thtr 
brum, which is the great 01'g8lll afr vahnitary .notibti. 
They pass int,o the spine and ·M-m the 
which is but the continuation 'Of 1he · two ·brains, arid 
from thence they branch {)Ut w all. the voluntary pant· 
of the system, . so tha.t JUotion may be communicated 
to them at pleasure by · the • voluntary powers of tJre 
mind. 

It is evident that the S&me secret and invisible COD-

• nectioJl exists between the voluntary and involunW'y 
nerves of the two brains that exists between the arte-
ries and veins of the two circulating systems wJaic:b 
carry the positive and negative blood. If this connec-
tion between the voluntary and involuntary nerves 
the two brains does not exist, then the volunl"'!! pow-
ers could not, by their wakefulness, produce the least 
possible effect upon the involuntary powers, so as to 
tire them out and produce death, nor could they e1'8D 
cause the least And on the hand, the 
involuntary could not produce the least possible 
upon the voluntary powers. 

The mind is certainly not diffused throughout both 
brains, because a part of the brain may be destroyed, 
and the mind still retain all its powers and &.eoltiee. 
If it were thus diffused, being an active principle, it 
would keep every organ of the brain uniformly excited. 

o ,,,,,."by Coogle 



UC'J:.UllE IJ:. 16T 
most reasonable, that the mind holds 

it" i th,:qne between tbe TEli.MINATION of the involun-
t&w .nerves of the cerebellum and the 
of the inv()luntary nerves of the cerebrum. This will 
appear rational, if we reflect that any sudden, irregu-

of the heart for instance, or of any other 
involunt&ry organ, will instantly convey the warning to 
the mind, and bid it beware. Bnt this sensation could 
not be communicated to the mind unless it held its 
throne between the voluntary and involuntary nerves. 
This, though difficult to determine, seems to be in the 
MEDULLA OBLONGATA. There the royal monarch sits 
enthroned. From the external world, through one 
common nerve, he receives all his impressions, and 
from thence he transmits them by electric telegraph to 
the various departments of his palace-or, to speak 
more phrenologically, to the different organs of the 
brain, and thus manifests the true impressi?n of his 
character to the world. 

In the light our subject now stands, the philosophy 
of natural sleep can be stated in very few words. 
Heat expands, and cold shrinks the nerves of the 
brain. As the mind is that sublimated substance we 
call spirit, and is a living being of embodied form, and 
being the reverse of dead matter, it is its nature to 
move, and the result of that motion is thought and 
power. By the shrinking of the nerves of the cere-
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brnm 1ts motions are stilled, and thought is gon1 
This is sleep. 

I am done, and though errors may be detected, 
care not. I have spoken freely, and meant to do sc 
And though skeptics may sneer, yet I see and feel tl: 
full weight, importance, and majesty of my subject. 
have every thing to hope for in its favor, as a powerft 
agent to remove disease, and pain, and to succor tl: 
distressed. To hope for good is present peace. 

"Eternal hope! when yonder spheres anblime 
Toned their firat notes to sound the march of time, 
Thy joyous birth began; but not to fade 
When all the sister planets have decayed. 
When wrapt in fire, the realms of ether glow, 
And heaven's last thunder shakes the world below, 
Thou, undismayed, shalt o'er the ruin smile; 
And light thy torch at nature's funeral pile." 

THE END. 
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