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Q. Some persons imagine tat the spirits are evil and
that Satan is transformed into an Angel of light to de-
ceive us. What shall we say to them! :

Ans. Tell them some of their bigotry will have to
be dispensed with before they can believe we are good
spirits. Ask them why they refuse to investigate.
They are not as wise as they suppose themselves to be.

Q. Can ignorant spirits rap !

Ans. Yes. (An ig.iorant spirit rapped and the dff-
ference was very plain between that and the other.)

Q.. Are these sounds made by rapping! .

Ans. No. They are made by the will of the spirits
causing a concussion of theat mosphere and making the
sounds appear in whatever place they please.

Q. Can they make the sounds to all persons!

Ans. No. The time will come when they can.

Q. Is there some peculiar state of the body that
makes it easier to communicate with some persons than
others! ‘

Ans. Yes.

On one occasion a spirit purporting to be Lorenzo
Dow gave the following definition of Hell.

“The Universalists say that Hell is the grave. This
is not so. The Preshyterians say it is a place of fire
and Brimstone that burns the soul forever. This isnot
so. The Hell is man’s own body, and when he escapes
from that he escapes from bondage.”

Such is a brief, faint account of theological views
gleaned from this source. Its truth or fallacy will be
decided upon according to the bias of individuals read-
ingit. We have attempted to give what testimony we
are ia possession of, touching the matter of good and
evil—truth and falsehood. We ask no one to look up-
on this as all infallible, for reasons before stated. In-
vestigate with care and if you learn more of the origin
of these sounds than we have, let the world have the
benefit of it.



"CHAPTER IX.

DisprAy or Prysicar Power.—MovinGg oF ARTICLES.—PrAvING MU-
sicaL INsTrRUMENTS, &c., &c.

‘WE now come to a part of the subject which is
thought to be still harder to believe, and is scouted at
still more than anything in the foregoing narrative.
We, ourselves, when first hearing of the “mysterious
sounds,”™ were far from receiving it as truth, and thought
the story very improbable. We thought the story of
the power and will to move articles still more so. But
we were destined to be convinced by positive proof.
This must convince the mass of those who ever become
convinced of so strange a matter, unless the true phil-
osophy of such occurrences is discovered and laid be-
fore the world. 'We hope this may soon be the case.
But we are to deal with facts, )

“*Tis true, 'tis strange,
Yet stranger ’tis, ’tis true.”’

That there is a power as well as a will in whatever
ﬂroduces these sounds, is evident to those who have
ad fair opportunities to investigate the subject. We,
.with others, have many times been witness to the
moving of tables, chairs and other articles, with no
visible power to move them. We do not believe they
were moved without something to do it. We simply
say that the power was to us intangible and beyond our
vision : we also KkNow that no person or machinery had
any agency in producing the pﬁenomena. Those things,
like the sounds, are not confined to any particular room
or house; but appear in various places. , 'We have ex-




71

perienced them when but two or three were present,
and that of our own family, and when entirely unex-
pacted and uncalled for. It would be the heighth of
absurdity to suppose that we would sit down for the
purpose of deceiving ourselves.

The following are extracts from our private journal.
All the phenomena there recorded took place in pres-
ence of a number of witnesses who are ready to tes-
tify to the facts when called upon. The occuirences
took place in Auburn.

“ WEDNESDAY EVENING, June 20th. Present six per-
sons—(none of the family of Mr. Fox in town.) The
rapping was heard very freely by all. The table
moved on the floor with no person touching it ; moved
to the distance of a foot or more and back, in various
directions. At our request, the table (which was a
very light one,) was held down to the floor so that it
required the whole strength of a man to move it from
its position, We also held one side, and requested,
if there was power to do'it, that it would be drawn
away from us: this was done, and our strength was
not sufficient to hold it. On the light being taken
out of the room, (the persons in the room placing
themselves in a position where each would know if any
others moved,) the table cloth was taken from the table
and very compactly stowed away under it, near one
corner. A hat which was on the table was turned
over the table clothin a manner that nearly hid it from
view. The table was then raised from the floor on

"one side, and there stood, although we used consider-
able strength to push it down. While the table stood
in that position, by placing our hands upon it we would
feel a quick, tremulous motion, like the actioun of a gal-
vanic battery.”

This feeling of electricity seems to pervade nearly
everything connected with this phenomena. When
the rapping is heard, the peculiar jar is felt—differing
from the jar produced by a blow, and in various other
ways we are reminded of the use of this subtil agent.
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We often see; in a dark room, bright electric flashes
on the wall and other places.

We, and all who have taken pains to get at the
truth of all these demonstrations, have frequently had
" a hand laid on their arms, shoulders or head, when no

person would or could do it, having all their hands
held by each other. These demonstrations, like the
others, generally leave a feeling of electricity where
they touch. The hand feels mach like one who is in
a magnetic sleep, being colder (generally) than the
hdnd of persons 1n a normal state, and having a mois-
ture like a cold perspiration upon it.” There is not,
usually, any feeling like that of a hard hand, or one
made up with the usual amount of bones in it. It is
generally soft and smooth, although at our request it
will change both its temperature and texture. It will
in one instant feel as cold as ice and as warm as a com-
mon hand of flesh. :

So perfectly natural is the touch when an arm is
taken hold of by this invisible hand, or it touches in
any other way, that, although you hold every hand
in the-room, you ran hardly believe it to be other than
some of them. But the proof is positive and the wit-
nesses are numerous. Then, too, just request a change
from natural-warmth to the coldness of ice, and you
feel the change without the hand being removed. It
is past the art of man thus to change the temperature
of his body. | .

‘We have taken a common pocket bible and have
laid it on the table with the strap put through the

_loop, and have awaited in silence the result. Soon we
would hear the leaves begin to turn, and finally it
wculd rap “get the light,” and we would find the book
laying open at some particular chapter, which generally
had something to say about spirits. Other books have
been opened and appropriate poetry pointed out. The
phenomena of pulling the clothing, handling, moving ta-
bles, &c., often takes place when none present are think-
ing of it, so that their wills do not influence the matter. -
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~ 'We continue the extract from our Journal: “Sux-
pAY Evenmneg, October 7th. This evening we were
directed to go into the hall and take the guitar. We
went, and while there the guitar was played by
unseen hands, and played so exquisitely Too, that 1t
seemed more like far distant music to one just aroused
from midnight slumbers, than the music of an instru-

" ment a few feet from us. Several tunes were thus

i
|

played, while not a person in the room knew how to .
play a tune on that or any other instrument.” . @

“Tuespay EVENING, October 16th: Several persons
present at the house of D,,C. M. We were directed
to take the guitar into a dark room and it would be
played. e accordingly did so, and many tunes were
played, and in such positions that we knew no one
could do it if there had been any one present who
knew how, but there was not. There were none there
who could play a tune in the light, much less in the
dark, the owner not being there. Besides this, they
(the spirits) moved books and other articles to differ-
ent parts of the room. A paper box was taken from
the table, the contents were emptied into the cover
and placed in the hands of H. D. B. One of the com-

any accidentally touched the hand of another, when
Ee asked, “Did any body touch my hand ? ‘The al-
phabet was called for and the question answered, “Yes,
E——, touched your hand.” So it will be seen that
although it may be dark, there is something present -
that can tell if any one attempts a trick. One of the
company was told to take off her ring. She did so,-
laid it in her hand, and it was taken away. W¢ all
sat still until directed to get the light. When up-
on looking a little we found the ring with a girl’s hair
band put through and pinned to the apron of the
person who sat next to her,in such a manner that

they. were pinned together.”

“ SATURDAY EVENING, October 20th. This evening
we had asked for some different demonstrations, and
out request was complied with. We heard the sounds

4 o
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on the wall, bureau, table, floor, and other places, as
loud as the striking with a hammer. The table was
moved about the room, and turned over and turned
back. Two men in the company undertook to hold a
chair down, while, at their request, a spirit moved
it, and notwithstanding they exerted all their strength,
the chair could not be held still by them. As we sat
by the table, the cloth was removed to a different part
of the room. The combs of several ladies were taken
from their heads and put into the heads of others, and
afterwards the combs returned to their owners, and
placed in the hair as befare. There was a person
Ppresent this evening who had been suspicious that the
guitar was played a few nights before by some of the
persons present. The first thing when we came to-
gether was, for the alphabet to be called for by the
spirits, who spelled, “ A. thinks R. and C. played the
guitar I Thus were her thoughts revealed before the
company. . At another meeting, another person was
told the same thing, although she had never expressed
to any one her thoughts.” -

During one of these evenings, a wish was expressed
~ that we might see the hand that touched us. On look-
ing towards the window, (the moon shining through
the curtain,) we saw a hand waived to and fro before
it. 'We could discover no other part ot a form. This
we have witnessed many times ourselves, and several
have discoveredalistinctly the features of persons whom
they knew and who had been dead for years.

n one occasion when several persons were present,
the guitar was taken from the hands of those who held
it, (they taking hold of hands)) and pu¢ in tune and
commenced playing while it passed around the room
above their heads. It wasalso taken from one person
and passed to others in the room. In this way for
nearly two hours it continued to play and keep time
with the singing ; and the guitar taken by this unseen
power to different parts of the room while playing.

One evening while several ladies were present, some
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of them requested that the spirits would take their
hair down. Accordingly it was done. One of them
had her hair taken down and done up in a twist, and
one of them "had her’s braided in four strands. We
cannot pretend to give all the cases of these singular
demonstrations which have been witnessed by our-
selves and others; it would fill a large. volume. But
we have here recorded enough to convince any who
have the least confidence in the honesty and intel-
ligence of their fellow-beings, that there is something
here worth the trouble of any man to investigate. If it
looks strange and unaccountable to most people—if it
-even looks wmpossible—we can sympathize with them,
for we have thought all such accounts, from whatever
source, ancient or modern, under whatever name,
whether sacred or profane, to be flights of imagination,
or a tale to frighten the credulous and excite the mar-
vellous. Butif the story of opening prison doors for
certain persons without the aid of human hands looked
impossible, it can look so nolonger for we kNow of the
unlocking of doors and drawers without visible means.
If the account of the handwriting on the walls of Bel-
shazzar’s palace was looked upon as the idle “fabric of
a dream,” we can now deem it even probable, as we
kNow the walls of our own room bear positive testimo-
ny of the fact, that it is not impossible at the present
day. 'We see many things now which may be account-
ed for on philosophieal principles, which once looked to
us like a “ miracle,” and was therefore thought to have
. no foundation in nature, as we had been taught ta be-
lieve these things that are recorded as miracles as con-
trary to natural laws. We now believe that what
have been called miracles, either never existed at all, or
were perfectly in accordance with nature’s laws, which
will at some day, and that not far distant, be known to
man. 'We know the objection to this theory. We are
aware of the aversion that most people have to ex-
plaining ancient mysteries. At the same time they
‘condemn things that to them look strange at the pres--
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ent time. We have never been believers in things
marvellous or wonderful, and consequently have been
branded as “Infidels”—a word by the way, which is
" too commonly used to alarm any body who really un-
derstands its meaning. We expeet always to remain
“infidel ” to theories which are not sustained by facts
orreason. Many things look reasonable to us, of which
we cannot at present know the tangible facts; and
many facts are presented which we may be unable to
follow to their causes with our present limited know-
ledge. But we shall continue the search and endeavor
to do our share towards finding the causes for all new
and novel phenomena that may present itself, without
fear of ridicule from the vulgar, or contempt from the
wise and learned.



CHAPTER X.

CONCLUSION.

REeADER; we have given you a plain history of this
new manifestation, or what appears to many to be
new and strange. We have occasionally thrown in
some comments and ideas of our own, but make no
pretensions to philosophy or erudition. Our main
object has been to state facts.. Such as we have
given, were records of our own experience, and occur-
rences mostly within our personal knowledge. At
some future time we may enlarge this work and pub-
lish another edition, which will bring together a large
amount of facts collected from different individuals in
different parts of the country. We are anxious that
the world may know the truth and the whole truth in
re%ard to the matter. ~

f it is only an occasional phenomenon which is des-
tined to pass away with the existence of a few persons
now living, or with the present generation, it is still
worthy to be investigated. :

If it is really something that is destined to spread
and increase, as facts seem to indicate—if indeed it is
an influx from the world of spirits into our own, the
séoner we become acquainted with the laws that gov-
ern and regulate the communication, the better.

As to the strangeness of the occurrences we have
related, especially the moving of articles, playing mu-
sical instruments, &e., we. submit that i6 is no more
strange for a tal;le to move, a guitar or piano to play
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without visible means, than it would be to one unac-
quainted with the laws of nature and the action of the
atmosphere or the wind, to see a man’s hat rise from
his head and whirl through the air or street. Such a
erson would hardly believe the tale, if it was told to
Eim. He would want “ positive proof” on the subject.
Still more incredulous would such a person be, if we
should tell him that an ocean of calm water was lashed
into waves that ran mountain high, or that a vast dwel-
ling, inhabited by men, women and children, was waft-
ed around the world by the same invisible power, or
that the same thing caused wires, when placed in a cer-
tain position, to produce sounds, harmony, music. If -
we should tell him all this, he would suppose us to
be trying to impose upon him, or that we were crazy,
fanatics, fools, or monstrously humbugged, -or that
he was himself ignorant of the facts. We can all
see that /¢ would be the “ humbugged” one in such
acase. We know of many who are in the same con-
dition in regard to this. Ridicule is a cheap weapon,
and within the reach of all. The man in the ditch
will use it to as good advantage as he who stands high-
er. The cry of deception and imposture has again
and again been proved to be false by some of the most
investigating minds in the country. We spend no time
with such as are still disposed to accuse all but them-
selves of fraud and deception. :
~ We respect the honest inquiring skeptic. Itisa
question uion which a man has a right to be skeptical.
But men have no right or reason to accuse their fel-
low inquirers who have been more .fortunate than
themselves. Many think and say “well if 7 could go
there, I could find out what it is.” We have beenin
that position ourselves. We thought ourselves per
fectly able to find it out for the very reason that ‘we
thought it some cause which was close at hand and ea-
sily found out. A year of trial has convinced us that
- We were not agguainted with nature enough to find the
cause so suddenly as we supposed.




9

The question very naturally arises: “ Why do these
spirits require a dark room whenever they play musi-
calinstruments, take hold of persons.” &ec. This'they an-
swer by saying that they have to assume’a tangible form -
in order to do these things, and we are not yet prepared
for such a visitation.

However much this may be objected to, we are in-
clined to believe that it holds perfectly true with most
persons. Itisagain asked: “ How they can make a form
that we canfeefand even se¢¢ a hand of.” Their answer
to this is: that they use the ingredients of the atmos-
phere to make up this form. This must be the case
where they touch us, for nothing of a substance so com-
pact as that apparently is, could gain access to the room
when doors and windows were closed. But the
matter composing what we name spirit is so subtil that
it, like electricity, can penetrate anywhere.

How can a spirit rap? says one. They answer they
do not rap, but produce the sounds by will.. We have
examined a number of clairvoyants on this subject and
all agree in this. 'We put a boy, who had no know-
ledge of the matter at all, neither was he noted for a
remarkable degree of intelligence, into a magnetic sleep,
and turned his attention to the subject. He was clair-
voyant and said he could see who made the sounds.
‘We asked him how the persons looked. His answer
was, “they look light—just like gauze ; I can see right
through them.” Well, how do they make the sounds,
do they rap? “No, they don’t strike or rap at all.”
Then after looking earnestly for a time he said: “They
want it made, and it is made wherever they want it.”
This was his simple way of telling what other clairvoy-
ants have told in language somewhat different, but
amounting to the same thing. This is the best expla-
. nation we have ever been able to obtain. We believe,

from all we have been able to discover, that this is the
case, Some have supposed that this was some electric
phenomena, and that if the persons who have these
~ communications and seem to be the medium of obtain-
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ing them were insolated the sounds would not be heard.
The experiment has been tried of standing these persons
upon glass, but the sounds were as plain and loud as
when they stood upon the floor, so that that idea seems
to be a mistake. -

On the why and wherefore of the subject we are all
wishing for more light. We cannot say we know how
it is produced. 'We can only say what we are told from
this source, and what to us looks reasonable.

‘We have frequently spoken in the foregoing pages,
of the alghabet being called for. The question will
naturally arige: * Ifow do you know when the alpha-
betis called for?” All who are acquainted with these
communications understand the signal for the alphabet.
It is known by five quick successive raps. On hearing
these the person commences calling over the alphabet
and gets the communication spelled out.

We conclude this history by giving the names of the
following persons who have heard more or less of these.
manifestations. They are merely those we remember
at the moment. Wehave not consulted them to know
their opinion, but are perfectly willing to let them say
for themselves what their opinions are from what they
have seen and heard.

ROCHESTER:”

George Willets and family. Frederick Douglass, Editor of the
Lyman Granger « - « North Star. -
Isaac Post “« o« F. Rew, Esq.
Rev. Jarvis «  « Benjamin Fish and family.
W. A. Langworthy — « G. W. Clark “ oo«
A. Reynolds. T. B. Andrews « ¢
John W. Hurn, Editor of the Daily John E. Robinson,

News. Schuyler Moses.
Isaac Butts. Thomas Emmerson.
Henry Bush and family. E. B. Elwood, (Monroe Bank.)
R. G. Murray « « - Dr. H. Halsted.
E. A. Marsh « « Justice Moore, Chief of Police.
John Kedzie « ¢ A. S. Clackner.

- AUBURN :

G. B. Bennet and family. D. D. T. Benedict and family.
J. Sturtevant « _« Hon. John P. Hulbert.
Wm. Woodward, Esq. H. H. Bostwick.

Thurlow W. Brown, Editor Cayuga Eli Link
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Caleb H. Hopping and famlly G. S. Willson.

D. C. Miller, B. F. Hall, Esq.
Philip W. Miller “« o« T. Y. How, Jr., Esg.
J. H. Bostwick “« o« T. M. Pomeroy, Esq.
Charles W. Bennet “ o« S. N. Smith.

James Congden “« oo« H. N. Thompson.
H. Robinson, M. D. “« o« J. Wesley Smith.

E. A. Warden, P M. « « Joseph H. Parsons.
Calvin Whitwood “« o« E. M. Newcomb,
David Foot, i B. Sheldon.
Lansing Briggs, M. D. Charles A. Tallman.

Edward Wheeler and family, I'Iemmg
M. 8. Griswold,

Vincent Kenyon and family, Kelloggsvﬂle
Rev. Orrin Abbot,

- Mr. and Mrs. Orrin Hatch, Skaneatgles.

E. B. Decker and family, New-York City.

Mr. and Mrs. L. N. Fowler, «

Mrs. Dr. Backus, Brooklyn.

Richard Mott, Buffalo.

Mrs. F. Otis, 4

C. YVananden, M. D. “©

David Wyatt, Troy.

Rev. Theophiltis Fisk, Phlladelphm, Penn.

James Sellers, Jr.,

C. Chauncey Burr, Editor of Nineteenth Century.

Mr. and Mrs. Burton Straight, Troy, Bradford Co., Penn.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sheﬁidd Westerly, R. L.

Oliver Johnson, Editor of Anti-Slavery Bugle, Salem, Ohio.
John S. Mott, Battle Creek ‘Mich.
James B. Cooper, Adamsville, Mich.
Dr. H. E. R. Lewis, Tecumseh, Mich.
Milton Arnold, Scipio. ,

Dr. Grant, Cortland.

Dea. —— Hale and family, Greece.
Hon. A. P. Hascall, LeRoy.

Elias Doty, I‘armmg-ton

C. W. Clapp, Port Byron. i

Mrs. C. G. Hamblin, « .
James Sawyer, “

Thomas McClintock and family, Waterloo.
George Pryor, “

S. W. Lundy, “ “

Dr. 8. Carpenter, Macedon,

John 8. Clackner, Ravenna, Ohio.

Edward F. Underhill, St. Louis, Mo.

William C. Cooper, Williamson. .
Albert S. Gould, Ithaca.
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THE CAYUGA CHIEF
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Is published every Tuesday morning on the corner of
Genesee and South Streets, second story of the

EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, AUBURN, CAYUGA CO, N. Y.
Terys.— We will furnish 7%e Chief, per year, at the

following rates :

City subscribers, when left by carrier;ceceeeeceessscsscnsessssssesssnane $1 50
Mail and Office subsCIibers,.cccscesevsssessesssssssssasssasssnscsssses $1 00
if paid in advance,—if not, four shillings more will be rcqun‘ed

The undersigned respectfully inform the citizens of
Auburn and surrounding country, that they have perfected arrange-
ments which will enable them to execute

BOOK, CARD AND FANCY JOB PRINTING,

In a manner hitherto unequalled. They would partic-
ularly invite the attention of the public to their facilities for executing
_in the most beautiful manner

XYLOGRAPHIC PRINTING,
IN HVERY SHADE, COLOR AND COMBINATION.
Canstitutions and By-Laws of the Sons of Tempe-

rance and Mechanics’ Mutual £rotections, and all other kinds of prmt-
ing promptly attended to.

BROWN & SHUMAN, Proprietors,
AUBURN, January 1, 1850.



AUBURN

PAPER MANUPACTURING UOMPANY

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

BOOKSTORE!

The Auburn Paper Manufacturing Company having
purchased the Stock of the late firm of WANZER & GILLAM, are
prepared to supply the Trade, Teachers and Professional men, with
. every thing in their line of business, upon the most reasonable terms.

‘We have on hand a very large and general supply of

BOOKS AND STATIONERY,

PAPER-HANGINGS,
FIRE BOARD VIEWS,

BLANK WORE, ETO.
The attention of Teachers and Pedlers is mv1ted to

our Stock of
SCHOOL AND MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS.
Also, a very large supply of

BIBLES, MEDICAL AND THEOLOGICAL WORKS.

‘Wishing to reduce our Stock of Library and Miscel-

laneous Books, we shall offer them at greatly reduced prices. Those -
wishing to furnish their walls, will find ours the largest assortment of

PAPER HANGINGS
In Auburn.
By the Ream or the quantity, and of every kind and quality. *

1000 REAMS CAP AND LETTER PAPER.

Any of thesabove Stock at New-York prices in ex-
change for Rags—

WANTED 500 TONS,
¥or which Cash will be paid. Call at Wynkoop’s old corner, late Wan-

zer & Gillam.
D. FOOT, Agent.
C. A, PARSONS, g‘ecretary.
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