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ADVERTISE:\IENT. 

An Abstract of one of the Lectures herein, in 
substo.ucc, given, ''as originally pi.tblished in tlie 
"TorqUn,IJ J)irrcto1;1J,'' of May 2nd, 1849, from 
tho notes of a friclld. 'l'his haR been reviised, 
ext<•uclt'cl uncl caAt into the present form by tJ1e 
Alltho1· of thl' InYi'�tigations. In so doing he has 
not scruplc•d to transpose and combine passages 
''hi ch f ollo\vl'cl in n different order in the de­
livery of the• Lrcture� ;-the order, as originally 
t;<.>t forth, being nec�-.arily drl'ectire, because of 
an att<'1npt, 'vhicli proved �atisfactory, to cm­
bnlC'c the \\"hole of the !-iubject mthin the con­
tractecl limit" of oue Lecture. 

Tor'i11ay, 1.1/ay l:.?tA, 1849. 
w. s. 
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ZOIS'fIC 1\1AGNETIS1I. 

LECTURE 1. 

OJU>l "I\ RT I'll ll,O!JKN \ Dlf\'RLOl'ltll IS l'l!RSOSAL R.ltSKA R(' 11 It� 

IN 7.0ISTlC llAONttISN, \\'ITU 011101,AI. IJ,LUSTl!,\1'10"� or 
Tllllffi ANA LOO\' Y. lTU Tll"E Al'l'AIUl.NTLt L'OONA'CR l'HK.NO�ll'-NA 

01!' )IA0lra'rl8M AND ELECTlllCIT\'. 

IT required no i:-imall amou11t of moral courage, 
the Lecturer remarked, to undertake to speak 
publicly on a. subject at '' hich numbers look 
mth :.uspicion; some ''itb i;ingulnr scepticism; 
some mtb horror or scorn ;-a subject, too, the 
results of \vhich \Vere he1<l by many as imposturt', 
or even alciu to mysteries ascribed to unhallowed 
power! 

Thus the pbeuomena '' hich he had m1dertakc11 
to illustrate under the title of ZorsT1c �IA.GNET-
1s�1,-a designation whicl1 he, (Dr. S.,) l1ad 
adopted as more applicable to a subject kno,vn 
in remotl• ngcs, than that derived from the 11an1e 
of a modern practitioner-had been sumn1arily 
denou11ccfl as unfitting for in' estigation, by 
more than one writer, under an apparently pious 
dread of an intermeddli11g '' ith inhibited 
agencies. 'rhus in a published letter fron1 Char-
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lotll' Eli:.r.nht·th to �lb:; �{artine11. "·hich son1e 
p('r�uu Juul a11011y11101L ... Jy �ent hi1n, thP pheno­
mcun of :\IC-"mcrisn1. first ns:;umed to be supcr-
11at untl, nrt• t•onfidrntly attributed to Satm1ic 
ngr11c·y :-for !I. :-upt•n1ah1ral, it is �sert<>d, tbE'y 
must nerc.ssarily be diabolical ! 

l\luc·h, ho\Yl'\'er, a" he, tht> Lecturer, e-;timatetl 
tl1e pit•ty of fl• 1•li11� '' hich had urged this publi­
catiou, and the l'\.cellcnec of character of the 
\\ rih•1·, ht• 11111sl, in til'lf-justification "'hen en1-
barking 011 n fiold of investigation so charactcr­
iMccl, Hny,- tlinl tl1e reasonin gs iu support of t11c 
n<;sn1n11t ions \vc•rc ns illogical, a.c; the eonclnsio11s 
v>crc <le\ oi<l of proof. For so far from there 
ht·i11g 1111) ground fhr c·o1111c•ctiug Zoistic l\lagne­
ti�1n '' ith i;upt•rnnturnl agl'ncy, or an agency, surb 
as had bt•t•n u ...... ,.1tt•cl, of an w1ballowed naturc,­

t ht· t•loS<• au a In�) of it� phenomena, "ith the "ell 
kno\\ n hl\\ s of �Ia�ctism and Electricity, brought 
th(• 1-11hjl•1•t fairl) '' ithin the pro,ince of the 
Nat urn I !'t·irncrs ; '' hil:-ot the beneficial nature of 
the rc.-.ult::- of Zoi:-.tic )Ia�etb'lll, as far as he bad 
obst•n cd, iu t•n:-.c ... of disea. ... e, led him to ascribe 
tbe:-.e rr . .;ults to influences essentially belonging 
to the constitution of organized beings, and to an 
n�(·ncy irnplantcd by a ht'neficent Pro,·ideuce. 
Ancl as i;ucb, the phenomena must be worthy of 
i;imilar <'011si1lt>ration us that yielded to other 
cleparhnc•uta of natural 1010\vledge, and must, 
\Vhcu duly elucidated, lead to similar results. 
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�OISTIC �1AUN J<:'l'ISM. 5 

This at lrn�t 1nust be the l"f':;nlt of all enquiries 
into the Divine handy-work, hu1nbly and reyer­
ently pm·i;ued,-the elucidatio11 of "the eternal 
power nnd Godhead" of the Great Creator : and 
the s11bjcct llO\V under consideration, belougiug 

to tl1e constitution of n11u1, 1n11st be associated 
mtb the ' 'rorks of the Lorcl, "·hich are great, 
sou�ht out of all them that have pleasure 
tl1erein.' 

But the objections made to the results as;_;erted 
of Zoistie Magnetism, \\'Cre ouly correspondent 
with frcq1tcnt experience in other cases. '!'he 
ca1·ly history of science presented many similar 
e_�amplei-: ; e,·i<leuce '"as rejected because the 
facts �ccmctl inexplical>le; nud persecution, "·as, 
in some case:;, resorted to as the readiest proce."'s 
for <li�provi11g them. (t \VM the characteristic 
of a co1nparatively barbarous age, to ascribe to 
witchcraft, the triumphs of �uperior intelligence, 
or to com1nit to the inquisition men of sonri11g 
genius "ho dared to ad\ ent ure on new and bettl•r 
expo�itions of existing pheuontena, ancl th<> cor­
rection of existing errors. 

Every successive step, ho\vever, in indu<'tive 
science, 'vns a rebul{e to popular scepticism, as 

to truth nnd fact. And mnny of the i·esultt:; in 
the srientific enterprize of tnodern times, had not 
only rebuked the q11estionings of multitudes, hut 
had exhibited the mo:'it i,;plrntlicl examples of the 
triu1nph of hu1nan genius over pre-conceived ideas 
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of the i1npo� ... ible. To catch a shadow was pro­
verhinl, evcu in our O\YD recollection. as an im­

po!'>-.ibility : no'', iu the Daguerotype proc�s, the 
�luulo\\ is nctunlly caught, and indelibly im­
prc.,st•d on n f;Urfacc of metal ! " S\vift ru; 

thou�ht," "�\.-. a recent itlea of pro�es;, "itl1 
'' 11it•h 110 agruer a' ailable by man could compete; 
y<'I n"I quiel\. ns tho\lght, by means of the electric 
tclc�rnph, 111ay uo'' our ideas be commuuicatecl 
f1·01n Ren to sc•n ac:roRs our island! Ancl Rtill 
di1-1cov<•ry iH o.tlvnucing ; uouc can :fix the limits 
of tho J><>Hsiblc. 

Vnrions ohj(•ctions, indeed, were wont to be 
urg<'cl ugaiu1:1t r.tperi111e1iti11g on Zoistic :\Iagut'­
lis111, "hich, �o far as they apply to u seless cxhi­
hitions, n1ight be \\Cll founded : for it is neither 

fitti119, uor u1ny it al\\ay · be safe, to perforn1 such 

e).p<·ri1n<'nt ... for u1cre muu�ment. The story of 
a Phac.>tou, ns to the di::.astrous r�lllt of nu 

attempt to mnua�, '' ith unskilful and presump­
tuous hnnds, the cltnriot of his fatber,-was here­

in sho" u, ns to the moral of it. not to be fiction. 
Prcsmnptuous ncl,·cuturen; in the departments of 
Zoi!'\lic· '\[nguc.>tk1n had sometimes, he believed, 
succ·<•ccl<•<l iu <'Yoking po"·ers, which, to their 
cli�u1ny the} fouu<l, they had not skill nor di;;cre­

tiotl to 111tu1age or <'outroul. 
I 11 mn ny clc•part1ncnts of science and know­

lcdg-c, iutlced, tho po,ver of evoking a:u agent 

• 
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n1igl1t exist without the skill to regulate or 
co11troul it. A chilcl could kindle a flame v.·hlch 
iuiglit defy the power of 1nuu to q·1.1encl1. In 
�Jngnetism, too, \\"e could thus illustrate the point 
referred to. We shew a person, previously ignor­
ant of Magnetic�, the proce:;s of Magnetizing a 

l>ar or instrtrrnont of steel. l!o imitates our pro­
cess, and succc•eds in makiug the instr111neut 
J\Iaguetic. Dnt he ";n trr in 1·ain, unless pecu­
liarly �kille<l, to reduce it again to a pe1fectly 
neutral state. 

But v.·hat 1nay he uumeet for icUe amuse1nent, 
1nay he very proper for pllrpo es of utility. For 
for objects of utility,-whetber as to theinvestiga­
tiou of the phyi-;iology of the human system ; 
or 'vhether as to the determining of the power 
of this agent in the relieving of human suffering, 
or curing of disc>ru;e,-we had al>unda11t grounds 
for justifying, yen. for commending and e�teud­
iug, experiments iu this particular depa1tment of 
mysterious research. l<'or nil t11e argun1ents 
againi-;t Zoistic l\1agnelism, "·hich have real found­
ation, on account of dauger:>, or liabilitieh to 
ubu!:!e, go only, lE'gitimately to ::.hew,-the i1npor­
tance of acqnirh1g a co1Tcct knowledge of the 
la''"'i:l under "hich such a po\vt1rful age.ut act:;, i11 
order to t11e acln1inistratio11 of its influence bene­
ncially, and, lO $<.'ClU·e, in KUCh administration� 
against any probable danger1-o. 

The p·ower ref erred to \Vas, no doubt, of a 
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"·ouderf ul ru1d my:-teriolll' character. But the 
''ork� of thl\ Cr<'ator, in every department of 
ohS<>rYation and b<'ieuce, presented not only 
ffi)"•t<>ril•,.,, hut a ''oriel of "·onders. Yet the 
r1•t1lif!J of thl""l' ,,·ouderful things, mysterious as 

they might he, "·ru; not, could no� be denied. 
Jn illustratiou, in one department of science to 

'' hich hl' hn<l devoted much attention, of the 
1·ealifJ1 of n '''onderf ul aud unseen agency, and 
its 111ysterious opl•ralio11s) he exhibited an experi­
ment of hhi o'vn \YitJ1 a plate of iron. The iron on 
bciug 1-1truck '' itlt the haud •vhilst held in n cer­
t1tin clirct•lioH, l>ct'a111e magnetic, and would 
ntt1·11rt tho north pole of the needle ; if struclc 

'' hih,t ht•lll i11 ru1other direction, or pointrd 
dO\\ ll\\'l\t"d'I, it '' ould rcp<'l it, anu if struck Ul 

n. horizontal po:;ition ,,·ouJd �"'3.in loose all its 
}>O\\ crs,-pht•110111c11a, ''hi ch being contemplated 
'' ithout kno\\·lcdge of the cause, were in>olved 
in my:-tl·ry us gtl'at n� ,,·a:; the subject he bad to 
bring hcfort• th<•111 : but "hich. being referred to 

the inclucti,·c infincncc of terre:.-uial magnetb"'Jll, 
bccnntl' r<•a.--onablv iutelli�ble . . � 

It Juul bt•t•n urg<'d, again, as an objection to 
Zoi-.tic :\lag11ctis1u, being regarded as a science, 
that it:. rt• ... ults \\ t>re not in\·ariable, or reducible 
to fi"ccl ltL\\H ; hut this \\"as readily explained by 
th(' t•vcr-Ynrying unt11re of the subjects of experi­

tnent ; 1L-; the highly organized body and mind 
of n liviug hl•iug n1uRt necessarily be acted upon 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the Rev.
W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

, 
•t 

ZOISTIC ?>tA GN R'l'lS�C. 9 

\vith less w1iform results than the passive mater­
ial, operated upon in the purely physical sciences. 
�\s :u1 i1lustrntion, ho"·ever, of a some,Yhat ana­
lagon" diYcr11ity obserrabJt• C'\·eu in unorganized 
materials, he exhibited t\vo bars of steel, pre­

cisPly the sa1ne in qnality a11d appearance, 011e 
of which wru; scarcely affected by a pow<'rful 
magnet, ''hilst the other became magnetic by a 
!:>iuulc· tolu·h ; the differeuC'c arising :;oleJy fro111 
their different degrees of hard11ess ;-thus, he 
argued, it \\tu; reasonable to anticipate a corres­
pondiug diversity in the i11:flucuccs of 1\1'esrneris1n 
according to the diYersc tc1nperrunents of the 
human systew. But b(' tnight illustrat<' this 
analogy still further. lie ought take mo bar 
magnets, one of best ca:;t steel, and made per­
fE>ctly 11ar1l, r<>presenti11g tht> OJJer(ltOr ; tl1c other 
of i11ferior steel, untempered or quite soft, repre­
senting the subject. If he place<l these magnets 
upon ouc nuothe1·, with th<'ir C'orresponcling pola-
1ities il1 contact, or, more C:-'J>Ccially, if he made 
magnetizing passes along each other in t.he 

direction adverse to their condition of magnetic 
tension, then, it  '·rould be seen, that the wcal<er 
lost its characteristic magnetisrn aud \\'as re<luced 
ill to conformity with the mnguetism of the master­
influeuce. 

This experiment might represent the case of 
mo il1di,·idua1s trying their :strength together, as 

to '\Vhich could magnetic�ally 1:1uhdue t]1e otlter ; 
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-n ra.c:e '' hit•h nctually happened in his O\\ll 

1·xpC'ri1•11r1•. I le \\a,, re-.icli.ug;, 1�-t October, in 
the s.·nn<' hous<• "ith an interesting young friend, 
''ho "us thl' first iii \Yhom he had succeeded in 
dt•\t•lopiug nur :-trikin� phenomena. One e\•en­

ing '' hil ... t he ,,·ns sitting after dinner, in an easy 
chnir, his friend cam<' up to him in a plnyful 
111a111u•r, took both hii:, hands in hers, and looking 
hi n1 1-1tt•adily in the fare, said, "I'm going to 
1ncs1n<�ri�c· you." "V cry \Yell ; go on," \Vas his 
rPply. She did go on, he, at the same tilnc, 
<'�<·rting hi!! o�vn 1nag11et izing iuflueuces. But, 
H11clde11ly Hhll bl'cn1ue conscious of a most unex­
JH'Clecl intlueuco in herself, a.hnost closing her 
<'Y""· $h1· dnrtetl off, uuder the surprise, utter­
iug nn ann1sing c'cla1nntion,-\vhilst be, Dr. S. 
rc·1nark<·cl- " You hn:vc caught a Tartar, l\Iiss �" 

111 '' hntt•\ <·r JlO\\ er, therefore. the lecturer 
nrgu1•cl, the <lt•vl'lop1uent of tl1e magnetic pheno­
rn<·un i11 the hurnnn ·ubje<'t may consist ;-\\-hether 
in :-UJK•riority of phy:.ical or mental strength, or 
11c•rvou-. l'll<'r!.{y,-tbi-. fact k ob,ious, that, for 
snt·c�:. in tin• C'-pl'rilneut, there must be Sllpe1;­

orit y, either in the indindual capabilities, or i11 

t ht• c l1 ·gr1•1• of nt'l"'I ous or m�onetic energy exerted, 
in the agt•nt iu the operation. 

11 i" nt tt•Hliou Lael fu":St been directed to this 
ill\'(':-11 igat iou part Ir hy the ,·ery inconcl u8iYt' and 
t1usntisf'uclory uature of some public CAblbilio11s 
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which he had witnessed ; and partly by a very 
different result .in the case of a lad y in Exeter 
-.vho1n he> "'as invited to ''isit, ''ho had been 
reeovrred from most affiictiY<' suffering und er ti<' 
doloreux, and who, whilst he \Vas present \vith 

he1·, cA.hihitcd phenomenn, of a very striking 
nature, the reality of which '\vere indisputnhlc•. 

The re:sult of his considerntiou of what he had 
mtucs�d and heard, \\a� the determination, 
''henrver opportuni ties might offer, to try for 
himself the aRserted phcnomenn. 1\.nd such op­
portunities were not lacking. Up to the preseut 

time, he hnd reckoned rat11er inore thau tliirf.!J 

different ca:;es whereon he luul n1ade trial ; and, 

including repetitions with the "ame subject, his 
•ariou:; C:.\.perimenti:; had amounted to alJout 
seventy. 

As the inclividuals who bad kindly submitted 
themselves to experiment, or, rather, of whose cou­
:fidiugness he had availe<l h i111�lf, "ere fen1e1le:.­
he bad felt it clue to hiinsclf, as well as to tlH'lll, 
to baY<', nt least, a third pc1·sou present; to have 
the const>nt of pareuts, or proper g uardiau in case 
of young persons ; or of the hu::;band, in case of 
a ,vifc. 111 two instances, ouly, had he departed 
from this rule. 

Tl1e ol>jects he had hacl <·hiefly in vie", siuce 
he hacl ruicertained his personal capabilitiC'S of 
dC'r'cloping the condition of Zoistic �fno<>netis1n, 

were : tl1e scientific investigation of facts lUltl 
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phC'110111c•nn : the 1nngnctic or electric (?) phy:;i­
olo�y of the hutnnn sy:_;tem ; and any curative, 
or otht•r ht'lll'fi1•ial l'ffec·t� or capabilities, of this 

J>O\\ t•rful n�t·ucy. 
II<· O\\t'<l a clt•ht of gratitude. which he had 

111uch !-:II isf:u•t ion iu expressin�. to those who had 
i-11h111ittt•1l tht•tnst•l\ t's to his experiments, as "·ell 
n.s to the• parl'nt:; or hushnncls \Yho hacl sanctio11ecl 
tl1<'ir !>O cloi11�-. "hereby he had gained an amount 
of k11owh•dgc �' hieh, he ho1wd, would be fouutl 
not only to he intl'rt•sti11g, as related to the de­
vclop1nc11t of a c·uriou,i; series of facts ; but use­
ful, ns u c·o11t rihutiou to general science, alld, in 
rrgnrcl of its c•urati\'P applications, to humanity. 
That c•ousidc•rntion tor tl1e feelings of those ''ho 
had } i<'lcled hi111 their c•oufidence, in reference to 
a prt•\ nle11t �hri11kiug frou1 publicity, had been 
duly rc�ard1•cl, he h·ustecl. 11is communications 
uo\\ to he u1adc \\ ould e,;nce ; a.c:, whntt>Ver use 

he 111ight fl·t•l hirn .. c Jf at liberty to make of f.'lcts, 
ns urh, ht• 'huuld in no c•ase connect fue facts 
''ith indi\"idunls 111tlc .. ,. by -.pecial perrM --iou . 

I Iis 0\\11 exp<•ri1nttnts, the lecturer proceedC'd 
to i-tnt(', had hrcu concluctrd principally, with 
prcvioui-ly tu1tC'stcd subjects; and these, except 
l\\O, i11 a rnnk 1111d condition of life affording the 
rnost i;at isfiu•tory rl'sulti;;, and the best scctu·ity 
np;ainst (•it her tnistakc• or deception. Out of the 
<•11tir<• 1uuuhcr of cases he had tried, with ladies, 
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be had been successful iu cli<•itiug more or less 
of the characteristic phcuo111l'lll� of Zoistic )lag­
netis1u in al>ove one-bait� a11d, �l:'nerally, at the• 
tirsl trinl. ()nt of about s1·111·11f!J 1�11Jerimen ts, less 
than onc-thir<l only had altog<•tbcr failed; whilst 
iu uearly t\\'O-thir<ls. phe110111l'lUl of au interesting 
nature hrul beeu elic·ited. 

I lt• hncl procccdPd in hi" in,·c,tigations, sinec 
the ti1ne ''hen they had 1Jcco1ne suffit•ientiy 
specific· in their develop111<•11ts, ou the mo::.t ri�i1l 
prin.C'iples of inclnctiv<' sri<•nr<• ; noting, in th<· 
results, thcAc phenomena only wh.ich \Yero il1dil'l­
putahlc. Ilis atteutiou, in ac•c•orclance \\ ith th1• 
ol>jert .. alrl'a<ly :-rt forth, had h<·ru principally 
dirl.'ctcd to the phy:;iolot.>irnl rharacteristic..., of 
thb my,-tcrious agcucy ; to the tracing of its 

apparent ma�ueto-elec•tric properties ; and to tht• 
capability of the iufluruc·o of relieving hun1nn 
sufferiug, or curatively, to it" nC'tion on diseru;e. 

HU; first attempt ,,·a.'\ 11111<ll', nuder not \ <•ry 
faYotu·ahll' circu111stauce'\, l)c<'. I ith, 184,j. 1\11 
obrious h1flucuce, ho\\C\'l'l', in one of t\Yo ladi<'� 
"'ho offered for the occasion, "a:; produced. 

The sixtl1 e>.perimeut, rnadc July Iitb, 1846, 
proved so !:inti�factory nncl beautiful, that th<' 
parties pre:-ent "ere intcn,-ely interested, au cl 
none more than him .. elf a:-.toui: .. hed, at the effect 
he bad been the in .. trun1cnt of producing. 

The subject, in this case, "ns an elegant, talen­
ted and accomplished girl of al.lout sixtee11. 011 

• 
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" i tul' .. ::;i11� th1• 1•\pr1•-.-.ion of t'�qui--ite eujoyu1t•nt 

ht':uni11g in h1•r couut1•11ane<>, her parent.�. ''ho 

had pr1·riou-.ly h<'t'll .. ct•p ti1•a l ou the subjE'Ct, \\'<'rt• 
nntc•h nfll'<'lt·cl. ont' of thl'tn. l'ven to tears : "hibt 

nuotht•r Indy, ht•in� tht> only aclditiou to the party, 

''n� so strurk ,,·ith the beauty of the C01llltenancc 
that she clt•srribcd it a� "the face of an angt•l !" 

ll1•r nns\\t•rs to questions which I proposed 

,,.t•rt• indic•ntivc of et very piou1:1 rouditiou of 111in<l 

nud of H ft•t•ling of ft•licity : " I was never ::io 

happ y in my lift• : I dout deser,·e to be so happy : 

it is hn1iv1�11ly !"� "l hope I ani God's child: if I 
clid uot. think so I <'ottld uot be hallPY !" 

Ahr ''n� 1no:-t uu,,·illing to be awoke; ,,;;;bing 
to rt•nutiu '' berc• slit• \VHh all night. Ou beiug 
H\\'Okl', sh1· ft•lt Y<'ry 1:1lcepy-nnd slept soundly 

and s\\ 1•etl) ; n long, refre�hiug sleep, and th<'n 
aro�<', st ill hnppy, li,ely as the lark. Her feel­
in!!l', duriu� th<' night, she d e;.cribed as being 
l"iugnlnrly hnppy,-uot so n1uch in the eircnm­
�tru1ec• of clrt•arns n." iu en1utio11s, which, she 

<lt·:-c•riht•cl, il-.. h<•iu� of a pious and spi ritual na­
ture. Th<• joyou...; ft•t>llil� reruaiued duriug the 

next day, nnd no rraction '' hatever took place. 

E\ p<•rinu•nt.; mnclt• ''i th two interesting young 
lndie::., sister�, in July of last y ear, afforded a 
nutnher of \'l'I'} bctu1tiful (though mesmericnlly 

co11Riderc•d, ordinary) ]>heuomeua. Both ot' tl1etn 
a1 <1ill°l't't•11L .wfanc1is, fell iuto a speci es or filicitous 

• 

• 

f 
I 
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trance. They conversed with the magnetizer 
freely ; but the voices of other persons in the 
room •vere inaudible to tl1e1n. In one of the 
cases, his own voice was uot heard '"hen he re­
tired out of contact with the subject. Passes 
from the head downward, quite clear of the 
dress, 1vere distinctly felt, and elicited pleasur­
able, sometin1es delightful, sensations. I-Iis fingers 
beiug pointed down>Yarcl, towards any i1art of 
the body or limbs, without contact of the dress, 
were felt. " It 'vas," as one said, "as if somet11iug 
lilce electrical current was coming from him to 
her." Up•vard passes al'lvays had au lmplea­
sant effect, and changed the prevjo11Sly happy 
expression of the face into a frown . 

Contact of tbe hand of any of the persons 
present, "vas unpleasant, and the intruding baud 
was always pushed off. When he had talcen the 
hand of one of the laclies (the sister of the subject 
of experiment) his own hand, he found, had 
acquired an uncongenial influence indicated by 
discomposure of the face, and the impatient 
reroark,-".You to11ched Fanny; don't touch 
Fanny, she's not mesmerised." 

It might serve to illustrate the general state of 
feeling, in this and similar cases, Dr. S., remarked, 
as well as the self-possession and acuteness of 
the mental faculties-if he were to read, from 

his records of e�-periments, a part of the con-
versation "vith Miss Jane L . 
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This young lady. it might be premised, "·a.-. 

nbout sevl'11tt•e11 years of age-a frank, confi(ling 
nncl lllllinblt• pCNOll : filth a p}PJlsiD!!; generous 
(•\prc:•siou of countenance. The idea of the 

ridit•ulou.s, in her -.ituation on the sofa, occasioned, 

nt fiNt, much playfu.lne�:i of remark. and frequent 

bur»t" of laughter. But these �oon ceasccl and 
pn.-.srtl into a 1>tntc of S\Tect composure. 

Ou first 1>pt•akiug to her, he, Dr. S., in n soft 

\vhispc!r, Hll id 
"Aro you pleaHa11t, .Jane?" 
'l'hn r(•ply, Y<'ry i-.oftly uttered, was-" yes." 

" l)o you like it?" 

"V1•ry 1nnc•h." 
" [)o you fer) happy ?" 
"\'c·ry happy: it i� delightful." 
"\Vhat nuikt•s you HO happy?" 
'' I dont Into\\ : I am generally happy ; but I 

''ns uc•,·c•r xn hn1lpr before.'' 

I Irr face no"· beaming "ith a smile expressiYe 
of delight, hr, Dr. S .. said:-

"You rc1nind me of my sweet child, Flora," 
-thl• suhjcc·t of bis fin-t interei.-ting experiment­
" but you do uot k:non- about her, do you:" 

'' Y <'� : Frumy told me about her." 
"'Vonl<l you "i"h to be like her?' 
" I Nhoulcl much lilce it." 
"But r;ho is n very pious girl ; lives in tl1c love 

of God ; do yon love God ?" 

"YoH, I lu111cl clo." 
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er If you do, my child, God love.s you; for "e 
cannot love Ilim, yott 1\.UO\\, \\ithout His fir:;t 
loving us: Do you desire, then, to giTe yourself 
to 1-lim ?'' 

" Oh, yes, I u•is/1 to do so." 
" There is no happiness like that, and none 

'' ithout it." 
"Yt"S, I kno"· it,"-,,M the reply. 
"Do you thiuk tn1e r1•ligion is gloomy, or 

cheerful" ? 
"Oh : cheerful." 
"Ch<•erful," .l)r. S. continued, ""'itbout levity. 

But can you dh;tinguish thl1 clifference bet'' i't 
<'heerfulne,..� and levitv ?" • 

"There U. a great difference." 
Recurring to a preYiou" topic, Dr. S. then 

asked;-
" Do you still find it plenAAnt and happy beiu� 

1nesmerized ?" 
"It is delightful : I should like to be al"ay-. 

so" : and then, "·itb n prculinr nrtlour of exp r<>,;,,_ 

ion, sbo added,-" It is not satanic-it i,:; 

clivine !" 
'' If it produces in you," Dr. S. proceed<'d, 

" as I hope it does-11io11.v feelings, I think you 
may say so. " 

" It does.'' 
"Dut you kuo"· you could not be alu:ays so." 
" Why n ot ?" 

" W11y ! yon would not be a.<1 one of the seven 
!Jeepers ?" B 
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" It ''ould be t·erJJ jJleasa11t." 
" But you u1u�t eat and drink ?" 
" I don't ,,·nnt it." 
"You ''ould like to know my child Flora," 

Dr. S. rontinucd,-'' \YOuld you not: she is so 

iutcrei;ting." 
" l should like it Ycry much : but, I dare say·• 

-i;b!' n<lcll•d, rt>flt>ctiug apparently on the descrip­
tion A"ivt>u of her v;hf'n mesmerized, as being 
t1i11gulnrly lovely,-" I dare say you thinlc ine 
very ugly ?" 

" Why should you say that ? you do not thinlc 
RO ; ./"r111fllr vanity \\'Ould tell you otherwise." 

" l\1<•u arc more vain ; " \vas the prompt reply. 
"Won1en," Dr. S. playfully added, "you 

kno\\, are <'hnractcri�tically vanity:' 
'' l\Irn art- 111flre .�o"-i-hc tersely replied. 
''\'et, though you u1ay think so, you cannot 

do "c11 ''it bout them." 
\"pry clryly, -.he responded, and in a manner 

,,·hich cauwd n A'Cll('ral burst of su.rprize and 
laught<•r :-

" Tlu•y (Ire 1·rry ll'cll 11t thrir 1cay !" 
At a n1orc nd\'aU<'t'cl period of the evening, after 

('licitin�, in con,·cri:;ation, seY-cral of the peculiar­
it ie" n11d phe1101nena already described, Dr. S. 
contemplntiug the placicl, happy-looking face of 
his yonug f rietHl, rene,ved his questionings, by 

• 
flaying:-

" T 'vish your n1an11na c•ou.ld �ee you no\V: I 

tl1ink t lie would lie interested." 
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"Oh, I '' i-.b dt>..ar 1nnm1na iras here ; and that 
"he ''as 111t>-.n1eri:tcd : it \\"Onld make her so 
l1nppy."-" I ,,j.,h tht•y \\ere all mesmerized, 
it is so deli�htful." 

" Do you think"- -alluding to a �light lameue.-.s, 
attendl'd \\"ith som(• pnin, in one of the ladies 
prcsrut, ()r. R. rontinucd,-'· that 1u1>smerizing 
,,·ould do l\11.,... S - �ood r" 

"Y t·� : it "oulcl." 
"But \vould it, think you, rure her lameness." 
"No : I dou't tl1inl< it \\Ould; bl1t then she 

\Vould bc1 so l111}J)JJJ that she would lose the pain." 

" llut s11ppo:-1t• you "<'re lnnH', �vould it, think 

yon, do ,1;ou good ?" 
ct ('111 not ltt111t•: �() r clon't llt'rd it." 
Th(•sc sclc• t •tion s fro1n the conversation w-hich 

pnssrd, in thi-, iutt•r<'sting ca..,<', be, the Lecturer 
hacl gi \"t'n, for the purpo"<' of illustration as he had 
hC'fort• intitnah•1I. Thi> ''hole wa:i characterized 
b� situilar Ii' t•liut•,, nucl rt•adines..'-. :\Ir. S , 
indt•l'd, at "ho ... 1• house th<> expt'riment was 
maclt', rcu1nrk<•d that it was like the effect 
of 1nnchi11i>ry. '\o tiln1• St><'1ned to intervene 
bet'' i�t tht• qtu•-.tion iu1<l rulS\\·er. The reply 
,, .. n.-. gt•n(•rsilly i11�tnutan1•ous. So surprized, in­
deE'd, "a..-; this �t>ntl<'tnnn, "ho had previoru:ly 
<'Onsid<•r(•d 11JC•!in1t•ril\111 a." n1ninly imposture, and 
mauy of it� pr<'l('tlkions hun1bug ; that, fre­
qu<•ntly, '' )1<•11 ht• ,., itiH•!is<·<l :-1trangt· rl'sults, Vl'bich 
hi' 110\V felt ''<'rt• rrnlitirl', ht' thre"· up his hands, 
f'xclniiui11.rr, "llkt1111i�hin� ,., "\Yonclerful 1" 
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In the C\l><'ritncnts nith these young ladies, a. ... 

Wt'll n:; in 11u111t·rous other ca:;e,. "-hich be detailed, 

thl' principJ(• of attractio11 was strikingly mani­
fe=-ted. Not ouly "a." the hand of the subject 

rni'>C'tl and Jl\O\ cd in various directions, by the • 

pro\i1nate influt'n<•e of bi" finger, "itbout contact ; 

hnt, in Ho1nc ens<", the i:;ubjcct, when pla.et>d on 

her fet>t, "oultl folio\\ him in her trance, "ith the 

eyes tirrnly c•losed, nmid the scattered furniture 

of th<• roon1 '' nlking against the table, a::. tlte 

short <•i-t '' 1ty i11 the clirrction of the attracting 

in(lu('l1C<1, wl1t•n ht! had quic l<ly stepped rouncl 

b<>hiud il-und 1noving bnclnvn1·d, and then slo\vly 

tur11ing round, "bl'u be hatl sileutly, \vithout his 
�hoet', !-<lipped unc-.;pcctedly behind her. )fusic, 

in ouc of tht•sr i11�tru1C'e!-<, produced a great effe<'t ; 

th1· tiuH' nnd rh) thin of the air being evidently 
ninrkrd, nncl re-.1x>nded to iii motion, as fil waltz­

iug,-t ht• influrncc b<'ing irresistible, although 
gidclinc· .... nnd di ... co1ufort '' ere the result. 

The l?;l'llt'rnl !-lnte of feeling, he remarked, 
'' hic·h hncl bc·c·n t•liC'itecl by the m11ol7Jletic con­

dition, '' :L', in his l'\)lCriments, that of happine,.s, 
oftt•n of r rt rP111r r1ijoymen t. In all his SUCC'ft>�fut 
expt•rin1t•nti., iudec•d, he bad met mth only mo or 
thr<'<' t'\.C'<'ptionl-1, and these in the case of Sllbjects 

of very n<•rvou.11 temperament. But fil no ca..c;e 
did A 11 y 1u111l<'1t.'lnnt t•ffc•cts remain. 

l Jo hnd ttl\vtiyH fon11d them ready to converse, 

I 

I 
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after be• himself had six>kcn to them : but not 
to cowu1t>ucc a UC\\ conver,.ation (that U;, un­

stimulated by '' ord or net) or voluntarily to start 

a 11�'' suhjl'<'t, or offc·r a gratuitous remark. He 

mi�ht c\c•c·pt, ho'' ever, n cataleptic case :  as also 
thnt of n 'c·ry iut<·lligt·nt youn� lady, ''ho \vould 
somc•tinu·s 1n11-.vur. 11 suhjcct of thougl1t, of her own 
a<•<•or<l, '' hit•h had h<·Pn sug-gc·sted by pre>ious 
�tt<'stions. 1 1<' should further obsl:'rre, "i.th 
r1•sp<•1·1 j o j ht1 1111111<•rou" couvc•rt-atious he had 
held, th11t i11 110 0110 ini:;tnncc had au e:..-pres­
sio11 <'''<•r h(• c•n uttc·rPd, by tu<' SttbjectH of his 
c�pt'ri 111c•nts, '" hic•h t hry coulcl haYc cared for 
ht•in� 1n1hlisl1t•d to the• "orld. Of the effect of 
ru1 i111propc•r quc•stion, of his suhjects, he could 
only j11<lg1• hy t ht• st•lf-110&.essiou, and the pro­

priety c•vc•r indicntrcl in '' bnt he had witne�ed ; 
iwd hi-,, ll!:'c·iclt'tl jud!{lnent ,,as, that, could he ha•e 

mndc an unfitting enquiry of any of his subjects 
of t-:\1x·ri111l'11t, ht• '' oul<l ha,·e been ans\Vercd 
,,·itb su<'h rebuke ns the abu,.,c of his po�ition 
might IHl\ l' cll· ... t·rvrcl ! 

The .,llf'111or,1J of tht• uingnetized persons ''as 
found to bt• c•\trt·rnrly quick aud perfect. All 

iuforu1atio11 acquirc·cl prc\iously '"as forthco1ning, 
if solicit(•d ; th<' rcHH'tnhroncl• of facts and con­
VE:'rsnt ions "a� vi' id ; n11d the recollection of 

for1n<•1· c·onv<•ri-nt io11t; \\ heu in the 1nag11etic 
iotnle (\\'liic•h \Yero utterly forgotten in the ordi-
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nnry \\akiug s�'lte) \\n:-. Pqually quick and ncc·u­

rntc·. I•'or, u� n g(•n(•rnl fact. it w.as ob;;crvcd, 
tl1nt, '' h<•rl' tbert' ba<l bel'u a due extent of the 
1na"1tl'tic• iufhH·ncr. no kuowlcdO'e of what hnd 
pn,. l·tl during thl' :-tnte of sleep, remained a.ft< r 

th1· party ''u" U\\okc. ludecd erery 11ecul1ar 

r.fli•rt 0111! i11jl111•11r1• �l·e111ecl, in a moment, after 
t ht• op<•11i11g of th<· c•ycs, to hare pas.�t>d a1ra!J. 

Tht• prc• :;1•uc•c• of tht- 1Hn�1etizer, "°hich before 
had h<•t•n t-10 stro11gly dc::<ircd : the positive enjoy­
n\onl of l1is pro\.bnit y, or tu<• painful feelillg i11di-
1•1ttc•d if hri rc·tirt•d out of jttxtapositiou ; th<' 
rrpug11a11<'I' lo tht� approach of other perso11s, or 
co11:-.<'io11s11t•ss of nny clifft•rc•uce in infiurucc• fron1 
the• opproac·h of lltos�· iu the room,-al1 Yanil'hl'd 
'' ith t 111· 1•c·:-,.nt io11 oft he magnetic sleep '. 

Th1·�1· re111urks, 110\\ e\·er, he should ob. er\'(', 
applird rhic·fly, n)i 9ener11l j11e110111eno, to a par­
ticular i;tnge of the Ulagnetic influence, aucl to 
the r1·,.ult of C:\fl(•rimcut:- cautiously perfom1ed. 
For "hl'rl' cro-.� 01· cli:-turbing magneti:m1s had 
l>Cl'll unduly pl·rmittrd. or "'here the iltatc of 
('01110. hncl ht•t•u ' ery cleep, both the progr�s of 
thr. n\\nkt•11i11g, and the !'tnte of feeling "·hen 
a\\ okl', '' ('rl' 1io1netiml's much otherwise. 

'l'hc t•tfrcti; of hi1> l':\ periments, ou different 
intliviclunlt-1, und i-0111t>titnes (though not so usual) 
in  diffl'rl•nt .vt!cnu;es, \\ere very Yarious as to the 
clc•gr1'e of cl<'pth of the elef'p, the susceptibility to 
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C':\te111nl influences, aud th<• \'ariPty of the pheno-

1nena elicited. Somctin1ci> the influence "as :>o 
}>art ial that tl1<· 1•1cs "on I cl he closed ''-ithout 
tbl' losi- of consciousut•ss or any other faculty. 
Jl1•r ... ons in the roo1n \\('rl' thc·n hl'ard ''"hen �eak­

iug, or lllOYing, oud "l'rl• r<'adily discriminated. 
'fhl'ir l1Jllrl1 \\a,; i11.;ta11tly distingubhed from that 
of the :\la!?11ctizer, nud eith<•r discouraged, or 
rc1nnrht•d ou ns u11plt•us:u1t. Bnt in other case:,,, 

all consciousness of the prcscucc, or voice of 
othl'rs, ""hilst rc1nai11i11g senl t><l at a distance, 
erased ; though their (lj)]Jroacli to the l\1agnetizccl 
suhjt•ct \\as gc•1u•r11ll} ti·lt, i-o as to produce dis­

turbance', t'veu '' bilst tht·y ''ere several yard:; off; 
iuHI approach iuto co11ta<'t, if inadvt'rtently pt>r­

mittccl, had someti1ucs paiufully disturbing or 

\Utplea.."tutt effect:-. Thert• ''ere t•ai•es, indeed, in 

'"hich rude contact might bn,·e been dangeroUi;. 
\Vi th one yow1g Indy, '' ho had become so :.1t.s­

reptiblr t bat hr hnd b<'(' ll nblr to close her eyes 
in four or fiye seconds of ti1ne,-a sponlaneou!'! 
infiuruce took pince ''hen he " as  magnetizing 
ht'r sister in tl1e i-runt• roo1n. Ouce when ... h(' 
,,·n.s rernovrd sonic ynrcls fro1n them, her eyes 
''crt• suddenly and uut·�pt>cteilly closed-on 

'' hich she called out-" I cru1't open my eyes." 
This effect, hO\\ t'\'t'r, [)r. S. :tsC'ribed to the itna­
ginntion aud sympathy of ll1t• illdividual : for the 
rt'sult �vas very <liff(•rent froin that "'hen she l1acl 
bet>u duly and spec•ifirally u1ngnetized. In the 

f 
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spontaneous case, she de cribed the effect as con­
!iist i11g 011ly iu the rlosi11g of the eyes as in all 
othrr re pcct:. her fncultie::. were unaffected; but 
'' ht•11 :-he ''a.-. dulr actccl upon, she :>aid, " she 

ft•lt mc�rut>rizl•d all over." 

Tht• t•liciti11g of ·\l/lllpatl1!J o.f the senses. ''a" the 

hight·�t !\)lC<'it>s of phl•non1cn� among those usually 
rt>ft�rrt•d to llU'!\lllt't·it• l'"'' er, v. bich he, Dr. S., had 
succt't•dccl in clcvt'loping. Phenomena, of this 
11pr1·ie�, ocl!llt'l't'cl 011 the firbt trial of a lady, 

n. 1nuch ntlncht•cl fricudJ iu Exeter. She was not 
ouly t1\Vt1rt', (ht.'i11g \Vith one hand iu rontact,) 
'' hc•11 Ito dr,u1k 1u1 ytl1iu�, ho\ve\•er cautiously, 
" ith l1it, fttt'<� tnrut•d tt\\'ny, but iu�tantly, 011 being 
nskt•d, E\tatt•tl \\hat it \\a>.-a::. ·',>iue"-"water." 

J\nd ou hi!>t being pinched in the arm, !->he com­
plniuc•d spontant•ou:-ly of ht>r O\Yll corres1>ondiug 
ar111. \\'hc>n his foot was unexpectedly trod 

upon, :-h<· dr<·"· h<'r foot up lWder her dre .. ,,;, 
co1nplni11i11g that it cramped her foot. -.\.nd like­
'' is<', 011 his ht·nd bt•iug rapJletl "-ith the knuckles 
of n f1;c1ul, :-h� put her hand to her O\\'ll head 
nncl C7' pr<' si'<l disc•ouifort or pain. 

llut results of thi:- ordt:r, still more interesting, 
were clnhorntcly dcv<'lopcd in other cases nnd 
expcri111<• 11ts. Iu oue of these-the case of ri1u.� 
)lary P , an elegant and interesting young 
friend, th(• ::;cut1ibility and sympathy \Vere, on 

thl" fin.t trial, so iieculiarly eliruted, as to yield a 
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fair expectation of realizing ultimately, [rf any 
\\•here,) tl1e higher phenom<'na asi;crted of Zoistic 
1\-fagnetism. But opportunity, unfortunately, 
'"as not afforded for the full in,·c·tigntion. 

In another case; however, where the circum­
stances were inore favotu·able ft>r a loug n11d 
careful sla11re, the results were of s11ch peculiar 
interest as to deserve to be described more in 
detail. 

The subject, iu this instanc<', \vas au interest� 
i.J1g girl of about fifteen n n1emher of a pioui! 
fan1ily-whose coufidiug ancl affectionate dispo­
sition, "itb peculiar sensitivruei:;s aud playfulness, 
had brought about, mutually, a rather fa•ourable 
aequaintauce some weeks before. 

Ou the very first trial (a trial recently made), 
the phenomena arising out of co1nmuuity of tasle 
and sensation, \Vere developed in a very high 
degree, as '' ould be she1''ll, satisfactorily, he, Dr. 
S. belieYed, by the particulariS he was about to 
gi''e taken frotn his manuscript records of per­
sonal experiments in Zoistic �faguetism. Ile 
should proc<'erl at once to tlto d<'scription of the 
experimeuts iu this pruticnlar department of 
research, merely premising, that his young friend 
was in the i-tate usually <'alled, " sleep-waking," 
mth her eyes completely closed ; that she wru. 
lying on n cou<-h, 11e being sentrcl ou a chair by 
the side of it ; and that, throughout these C).'}'leri-
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tncnti:;, he nl" ny:; maintained his contact, by 
holclin"' her lC'ft hand "ith his rie-ht . � 

J\ tuwblcr gins.;, containing some water. ha,;ng, 
nt r r. S.'i< i11ti1nnt;<,11, bt'en c-autiously put on a 
c1i::ir au cl pu ... hcd fonvard 'llithin reach, ( thi" 
caution being rcqui-itf' from the extreme �en�i­
ti,·Put·'" of tht• 1'llhjt•ct) :\li:;s .L\nna shrunk, a" if 
1111co1nfortnblc, ch<' 1nomcut he took bold of it. 
Tht• ti1c t of tht• cliscou1tort, be might obser,·e, was, 
iu this nud in many other cases, determi11ed, l1y 
n pcc11li::r trc1u11lous grasp of his hand, \Vith 
'' hich he kept hhi connection with his yol111g 
fric•nd, \\]1ich, Ii lee the delicate perePption of the 
fisht•rnu111 through the 111ediun1 of his rod, of the 
smnllcbt touch on his hait or line, afforded a gene­
ral and 1110!-ll :..c11silivc test of any discomfort , or 
disturbance, in tho subject of e:xperiment. 

Ou rcalizi11.,. this :.ign of d.L--comfort in )liss 
.1\nna, "·hen be took up the glass, he a::.ked,­

" '''lint i" it you cfu.like ?" 
'' That rfJl<l thiug,"-shc replied. 
' '' l . . ,, .  ' lUl l" It : 
" A  glru.s ;-I dou't like it  it  is so cold." 
D1i11kiug n po1tion of it," itb his head turned 

n" ny, ht• c·outi11urd bk enquiries, -
" \\ hnt is it lhnt I ta ..... tC'd ?'' 
'' \\'stlt•r"-l'he instantly replied ; "but I don't 

like it." 
Co11siclc•ring that tl1is repugnnncy arose from 

the incou�c·nial magnetic or elC'ctric condition of 
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the glru,!'i, from its having been touched by other 
hailds, or itot duly assimilated \Vitti his own 
touch, be p�e<l the fing-ers of bis left hand over 
it \vhilst it rc�ted ou the chnir, and darted the 
points of his fiugers toward!:!, sometimes so as to 

tonch, the surface of the 'vatcr. 
On his again tasting il, hhe 1nrutifested le,\W 

repugunnc(•. 
" It is not 110\V so un1)leasant," she said, on the 

enquiry being made, " as it was." 
Repeat iug lhe magi1etiziug manipulations on 

the glass, Dr. S. tried the ex1)eriment of drinking 
a tltird tilne : Anna now e;\pres�ed no particular 
dislike to it. Probably, had the process been 
coutinurcl, her dislike would ha,·c changed to tho 
converse. 

Wine, ,,·as the1t handed to l1im, Dr. S., in a 
wine-glass, uucl, as in the other case, throug11 tl\e 
medium of the chair. On his tasting it, though 
\nth his face tl.u·ned quite away fron1 the sofa, the 
effect was ob,;ously -very disagreeable to Anna. 
This feeling \Vas not only inclicated by t11e 
peculiar tremulous or spasmodic action with the 
fingers, bt1t i:<trongly marlced in the change of the 
previot1sly happy expression of couutenance. 

" It is "in<' ;" tShe said, " nHd I don't like it." 
" I  taste it iu my mouth : it goes into my head." 
On repeating the trial YClj cautiously at n 

subsequent period in the set1n(I', she instantly de­
tected it, and, on the enqrtiry being put, she 
said,-
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" T don't like \\'illf' : I nr,·er take it : it is dis­
agreeable : dou 't tnke any more." 

" \Vhat ha\t' I ?" a."kecl Dr. S. 

" You have 11al/' a glass of \Yine."-It ''"ns prc­

cis<'ly so '. 

l\Jrs. G , "ho ''as pre�eut, on being b<'ck-
onC'd to stretch out her ho.ncl towards his, clicl so 
till the l>oi11ts of their fing(•rs c:une into contact. 

l\.nnn imtncdintcly noticed it, and begged him 
not to toucl\ any oue-<>r, not to let auy one 
touch him. 

J le next bcC'kOn(•d for some artiele standiug hy 
th(' fire-pine<', '"hi(•h '' ru; i1n1nc•cliately handed to 

hi111, but i;o tnuc·h behind and bl'ueath thl' ll'\t'l 
of th<• !>of a, :L., to ha\'e be<'n invisible to J\.una, 
bad her eyes been open. She instantly ft'lt it, 
n11d (•xpressed tlislil<P. On l>('i11g asked, " '' hy ?" 
sht• said-" it is cold." ''\\"bat is it ?" "The 
poker." 

In the like gunrd<.'d manner, )!rs. G , keep-
ing in a stooping position and still undrr the 
srrt-en of the hrad of the sofa, banded the expcri­
tn<'ntcr a varit•ty of articl�, most of which Anna 
tlt>,t•ribecl (e,·icll'ntl) from the sensations pro­
duced) correctly, that is, ns to their nature, or 
the 11utlf1rial of '' hich they \\'ere composed. A 
mistake• occurred iu the cruie of a tea-kettle of 
tiuncd-iron, takc•n from the hob, the haudl<• of 
\vhicl\ '''a� "nrrn-just about blood-heat:-thi� 
sh<• inistook for \Yood ! 

.. 

I 
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Unc�pC'ctcdly. n...; fnr ns Dr. S. wns concerned, 
)fr,.,. G. pinc•ht'<l his foot ; in1n1ediately Anna in­
dicnted clist•o1nfort. 

" \\.hat i:-. it," Dr. S. a-.ked ; "where did you 
ft>el nuy thin!{ r· 

" In 1uy foot." 
'" \\�hit•l1 foot ?" 
" 'fh<• left." 
" \\11ic•h 110\v ?" -l\f rs. G. ha,·ing changed to 

the other. 
" 'l'IH• righl ." 
" Wll<•re no\v ?"-Dr. S. continued to enquire, 

nf! Mrs G. push<•d tho point of n hard substance 
againHt liiH lf.>�1-" ''here no\v ?" 

" �1 y foot" \vns ;;ti 11 the rt>ply. 
J\ll tlH• pt•r ·ons prt>scnt \Vere here murh 

amtL"'C<l by finding ho,,· much she was alive to the 
uicitie,., of the n10.;t .sc•n1pulous conventionals, a-. 
it elcarlv ea1ne out " hen Dr. S. said.-• 

" It i� 1111/ l he foot." 
" Y cs ;  th<• foot . . .  ttbt11·e tl1e a12rle !" 

'l'hc ,·nrious ans\\ Cr:> givC'n to questions put to 
thi-, :uninhlt• yo1t11tC pt•r:-:ou '' t>re very intere�ting, 
as chnract<'rized by intelligence, appropriateness 
and pit•ly of fpeliug. 

In nnothrr <'1\.'-C', \vhich hncl ,·ery i-triking and 
iutcrc1:1ti11g rcsult�1-tbnt of n Lndy of much 
<•ncrgy, fr1u1knrsR, n11cl individuality of character, 
-tlH' cotn1n11uity of ta8tC a11d sensation were 
highly tlev0lop0cl. 

• 
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:\Iiss H 's condition, generally indeed, ''""n.s 

nnnlagous to sc,·t•ritl that ht> had \vitn�secl,-in 
st>11sibility to the approach of otbers than the 
l\lugnetizer ; in felicity of fl�eling "·hen the oper­
ator held her hun(ls, and uo cross-magnetism, nor 
mo\'C'tnents in the room took place ; and in un­
consrionsness of the voice1<, either \vhen speaking 
or siugi11�. of those in the room. 

She did not gt>nt>rally specify \Vhat articll' "as 
touched by hi1u, Dr. S. but nl\VllJ'S felt any eou­
tn(�l, or even pro"iinity of persons or things 

brought neur hin1. Every such exercise of sen­
AAtion 'vns \n1plcao;a11t to her. She p&.rtil·ipated 
'' ith him i11 the tao;te of '"ater, and wine ; both 
of ,,·hich she disliked. 011 bis biting a bit off a. 

111inl lozenge, she co1nplaiue<l ktrongly agaiu.o;t the 
injury to the teeth, and remonstrated ,,;tb hin1 
for t•ating " sut•h a ,·tugar tlting."-But tincture 
of rhubarb, "bicb, un\>ittine;ly to Dr. S., "·a..s 

l1ancled to hiu1, procluC'ed, iunnediately on his 
tasting it, {though with his head turned n"·ay) 
"'rln1natious nncl actions ,.,ingularly expreh.c;iye of 
the 1no�t extrl·u1e disgust. All the natural indi­
rnl ions of cli:-lik<• he bad C\ er seen in children, 
"hilst taking 11nuseous medicines, characterized 
ns such indications \\'ere by tht• t>ntire llltrescrve 
of t'Xpre"lsio11 i11 children, both in word and cir­
cumstance,-" ere embodier! in the cast> of l\fiss 
II , in thl· <''-J>Criment referred to! 

1 I" might jn1,;t ncld, "ith r<'gard to tl1is very 
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interesting case, that the sensibility of l\fus 
l-1 , to the movements of the persons in the 
roou1 where she \Vas, and even in an adjoiuiI1g 
room having an open door betwixt, was singular­
ly acute and surprising. Movements of the several 

persons around, though they might be seven or 
eight yards off, were both noticed and shewn to 
be disturbing, sometimes very distressing. Even 
the movements of two canary-birds, just behind 
the sofa, were unpleasantly felt. 

The day after this experiment, l\fiss H-­
descrihed to him, Dr. S., in very striking and 
intelligent terms, the progress and changes, with­
in the limits she could remember, in ber feelings 

-her felicities and her disturbances. Her first 
peculiar perception, \vhich occurred a few minutes 
after all the parties had ta](en their places, •vas 
as if a cloud were coming before her eyes,-in­
creasing so in density as to produce an effect 

like that observed in "dissolving viewR :" all 
objects became gradually obscure a:nd successively 
vanished, except the l.VIagnetizer ; him she 
saw a long tune, his eyes appearing r;hining like 
tV\·o bright lights. At first, and •vhilst she was 

undisturbe<l, her feelings \Vere 1�erfectly felicitou$: 

she felt as if sl1e "'as in an ethereal region (a feel­

ing remarkably indicated in the expression of her 
couutenru1ce), elevated, as in a commanding or 

superior position, aboYe all who \Vere present. 

. . 

• 
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A iltill more acln1irablc nnd extraordinary ens<', 

ho\\eY<'r. t•n111<' ''ithi11 his, Dr. S's, experien<'l', 
'\ hicb, merely noticing- it at present, he "oulcl 
rr..,erv<' for fnrth<'r d1•,.rript ion. 

It "as n catal1')>tic case-the only specific one of 
th«' kind he hn<I hacl,-in "hich the senses, g1•tH'­
rnlly, "·ere inopcratiVl', whilst the community of 
tnst<' "m; su<·h, ns, hy rept>at<>d trials \YM prove<l, 
not ouly to be realized ''hen other partie,;; W<'l'<' 
i11tcrpoi>ed bet" i-..t the operator and the sul>je<·t, 
but ''hc11 lhc operator wns entirely out of con­
tact, and, luul her <•yes been open, out of sigl1t I 

In the iu,·pi;tigntions liitherto described, in­
tcre:-tiug. and, in many pnrtirulars, extraorclinnry 
a-. they might St'<'tll, hl', l)r. S., had not proct'('.'(ll'd 
in the de,·t•lopmcnt of phl'nomena to the extent . 
attained, he beli�' etl, by 1nany other::. in this 
clepartn1ent of tht• human phyi'iology. Several 
drgrces or ... tug-<·s, HO Io speak, of characteri ... tic 
phcuomcnn, ha<l bCl'U drscribcd by writers on 
this subjc<·t : thes<• to " hi1·h distiucti>e differences 
might be ascribc<l, bclougin� to his own in>cstiga­
tion<i, <'01nprisP<l,n� ht• C'Oll<'f>t\·ed, the folio" i.ng :-

1. i\. perceptible 1.Wl�etic action, as obsen·cd 
in the t-yes of Lh1• subjt>ct, \\ith, perhap$, some 
dimne$S of i;ight, or ht•at of the forehead, but 
" itl1out slt-ep. 1'hiH state he bad found sufficient 
for soothing persous in n condition of excited 
feeling, or Hnfr<'riug under loral pain. 
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2. A clo ... ing of the eye-., generally without 
}lO\\CT in the snbjt'Ct of opening them ; but in 
other rl'SJlt'l't" full rou-.ciousnel's of what was 
pa,..-.ing. nn<l n capnhility of conver:'iog mth 
those around. • o m ct imes the attractio1t in thi:; 
l>tage \\·a� found to be slt<'h ns to cause the sub­
ject, if duly rnii;ccl ruul 1llaced on the floor of the 
roon1, to follo\v th<' mni?HC'tizer. 

3. Sleep ''nking, or sotnu,unbulism,in\vhichthe 
suhjcrl convl'r:il'l1 '' ith the magnetizer only, but 
<lOC'S not lH'cu· other persons ; great sensitiveness 
to the appro1�rh of nny person, l)ut the operator ; 
\Vith tho c�hibitiou, \vhen eonsisteutlymagnetisetl, 
of a ki111l of polnrity, comprit;iug the experience 
of pll'U.'IUrablc feclini.,rs by eoutact or passes ou 
thl• propl'r sitll,, su<·h as hy the operator's rig/it 

hand ou th<' l1j� sitll•, nncl rcpcllaut or painful 
fct·ling-., l>y l'ontnc•t or pru;sc� on the wrong side. 

1. Slt•CJ>·'' nki1ur, "ith the l>Crccption, in the 
�ubje<·t, of .\t11:�111io11s, <·ither by tfu."i:e, or by fcel­
iu�, inducrd on the 01K·rntor ; at the :,ame tiu1<>, 
in r<·rtain c·11.-.c .. , in .. rn:-ibility to pain, when 
}liurlu• d or pri <·kc•<l, for iust :mce, on the proper 
-..idc•, hy th1• �1ng1u·tizc•r. This, as well as the 
:-lage pre(•c·di11� it, hn� been generally fouud (no 
l'l'Os:; or inh•rft•ring 1nn�ncti .. 1n being permitted) 
to bt• o. <'Olltlition of �rc•at c11joyn1ent, ancl, not 
1111frc•qu<•11tly, of J>1•r11/iar .fi•/icitg. 

5. Sl1•t•p of i11l'lc11silJilit y, in '' l1ich,-V1 hilst 

lht·r1• 111ny ht• l'!Yltljlllllry of taste \Vitb the �lag­

C 
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netizer, or grt:at e�1>erience of happin�". '' ith 
ginc;ing, talkinc; of thin� or places mentally con-
1 t>111platl'd,-tl1<• st•nses ar<' not susct-ptihlf' of 
p<'l"Ollal imprcssious : so that treatment '' hich, 

at other titn<·•., ,,·ould occa.-.ion se,·ere pain, i,.. not 

ft•lt, and objects placed b<·forc the eyes, though 
thry 1night fr<•q1u•11tly b<> open, are not l"l'en. 
Thi:; couclition, it is hardly necessary to say, is 

ont' of tbost> in \vhich surgical operationH n1ay 
be performed '' ithout pai.11, or consciousness of 
injury, to Lh<' nlag11ctizecl patirnt. 

As to tlH'!-l<' clefinitionii, ho,,•cve1·, derive><!, as 

thry ayo,vrdly ''ere, from his own in'�tigntions 
l!o1t�ly, he, Dr. S., must guard himself by saying, 
that l1c by no means pltt.s them forth ns being 
1t11 i rrr.�ally npprbpriate. For although he "a.<> 

fully authorized, he coru;idcred: in giving them, 
'' ith Rome confidence, in their relation to his 
p('�nal invrsti({ations, he could not nssun1e,­

aftrr th(' r"\pcricnc<' he hacl hacl of th<' C'�traor­
tlinnry ruld une'\.pected contradictions of "·bat 
tnigbt haYC hC<'n fairly pr<'dicated,-that thry 
'' oulcl in all rn:-(':-, e,·en '' ithin their respecti,·e 
i:;tag('s or dcgrC'es, be found to apply. 'fhc e�­
p<'rience alrrady ncqtlired, iudeed, "·ou.ld lend 

hinl to st1ppos<' it to br not improbable, but that, 
a.-. general tlt'ji1iilio11s, they \\ould include or de­

trrminc, too murh. 
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The analogi<·� of pheno1nena in Zoistic l\1ag­
n<>tism, included in the defu1itions he ha.cl 
beeu sub1nittiug, '''ith fa1n.iliar facl.S in oriliuaJ.·y 
magnetism (not 110"· to extend them to the 
cq11ally striking relations they bore to certai11 

electrical phenomena) might, as the Lecturer 
shewed, he thus illustratetl experimentally. 

The principle of attraction, admitted of a 
simple illustration iu the ordinary experiments 
of the attraction of irou, or of concealed magnets 
iu floatb1g toys, by the n1agnet. 

By the action of a magnet on a needle suspen­
ded on nn 1u1i.vt>r�al joint, \ivhicl1 Dr. S. exhibited, 
it "'as seen, tbat in the follo1ving of the marked 
encl by the south pole of the bar magnet 'vbicl1 

he moved uear it, or in the receding of the same 
end fro111 the contrary pole of the magnet,-a 
fail· illustration '"as )'ielcled of the attractive and 
repellant effects of the dissimilar or similar 
hands of the operator iu Zoistic �Ia.gnetism, on 
those of the i:;ubjrct of experiment. 

And of t11c geuern.l ::;ympat hy of the subject 
\vitl1 the operator, whether as to mo>ements or 
othenvise,-he submitted an experiment, \Yhich, 
ou the Illnu ht• bad adopted, any persons, provided 
\Yith a small bar maguet, and a bar of iron like 
it, could mnltc for the1nselves. A small bar o f  
iron, VI hicl1 he UO\\' eAhibited, seven or eigl1t 
inchC's long, he '"onld place on the glass of his 
\Vatch ,,·b ilf.;t tht' \va1 ch lay on the table ; iu this 
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case the eouvex !-.Urface of gl!l:)." ,  being touched 
only by the polished piece of iron in n point, 
a(•tt•d us n conveni<•nt pivot. So placed, the iron 
"as inert, and iudiff('rcut to ru1y particular posi­
tion. But he no''" placed o>er it, say two or thrtc 
inches distnnt, n strouu bar rn�et of similar sizt'. 
lustantly, it ''as fountl, the iron bar had been 
J11rs1111•1·i:rtl hy the ju"tn-po:-ition, mid would no"· 
follO"' the master magnet, as he turned it round, 
ancl ''oultl 1-i)'Jnpnthizt•, as it ,,-as seen, in all its 
lnotions ! 

'fhc a1u1logy ol' the proet•sscs employed for lhc 
developing of tht' n1agnetic condition, in both 
Zoistic and or<liuury 1nagnetism, was, as Dr. S., 
c"perimentally bhc"-c•d, equally close and intcr­
e,.ting. ;\s to the procl'"'"' l!(.'nerally employee\ in 
hi:. experiment.,, this analogy was necessarily 
<'lo,.e ; bcl·au�c he had h<·en guided, in rcgnrd to 
its mode and manipulations, by pre-consideration 
of ''hat hl' kilt'\\ respecting the magnetizing of 
t;tccl. But the rc11111rko.bly influential result,; of 
tbi� proc�-hcrt>nftcr to be more fully described 
-juistifie<l, he conct•iYcd, the relations and aun­
logic:. be hnd bcl'll led to nsslune. 

Witne..; ... , furtht•r. t hl· nnalogy traceable bet\vi"t 
the Zoistic ruul tu1orgnnic magnetism, in reJ..rnrd 
to the <liffl•reut dcgrc<·s of tension or energy 
developed b> llll'ro coutnrt, aud by mauipnlntiou 
'' ith i)a$SCl:!. Let us tnk<•, for instance, said the 

• 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the
Rev. W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

ZOlSTlC l\CAGNETlS?>L 37 

Lecturer, a straight bar of sqft steel, unmagne­
tized ; and place it, first of all, betv.rLxt the 
opposite poles of two strong bar magnets, and a 
srnall degree of magnetic po'\ver, is, we find, de­
veloped. But let us malce passes from the middle 
of tlle bar to the end 1vitltout cO'ntact, (sh·okes 
with the opposite poles of two bar magnets being 
at the same tirne 1nade, '\Yhilst a slip of card­
board '\Vas interposed, from the middle to the 
e>..1:temities of the bar laid on the table) and 
mark the effect :-the previously weak and im­
}lerfectly magnetized bar now lifts, though no 
actual contact has been made, an ordinary }'Ort­
manteau key. In the employment, however, of 
t\vo bars of the liorse-sltoe fornt, one of the1n mag­
netic, the ot11er to be operated on, these effects 
might, i>erl1aps, prove to be still more analogous. 

By the use of the same apparatt1s, he, Dr. S. 

might illustrate a further analogy in tlLe de11tes-
1nerizing processes. In order to this he would 
take the soft steel bar already magnetized, 
v.1hii:!h, it would be observed, could sustain a lcey 
of moderate size. vVhilst the key v.·as thus sus­
taiueu by the ba1· on the stand, he �'\'ould make a 
stroke (or pass) with the adYerse pole of the bar 
magnet, from the end supporting the key, to­
wards the other extremity. The key now, as 

>vonld be obser"ed, fell, and the pole recently so 
energetic, '\Vas seen to be demagnetized.* 

"This �xperilnent to h• tl emagnetirlllg io lho oxWit of both poles, ttquires a 
<h>nge of the pa ju of th& magnet after el\&Oing tho n\iadJe of the bar operat.ed O ft 
so th • t th• two polarities may b• r�pech•ely •ubdu•d. ' 

• . 
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For thi:s c�pcrinll'llt represented.. with cousidc•r­
ahlc elo. ... t•nc-ss, the nsunl 1node of deme-mt'rizing 
by rcverise pnsscR, though the result seemed also 
to ht' pron\otcd (along "ith other means of a 
clifft•rent kind) by lateral �es across the face 

nud chr:st. In his O\\ll practice, indeed, he \\ a.'4  

'Cl') generally able to n\,akeu his subjects in the 
1nanncr be should <lC'sC'ribe, nz., by first gainiug 
thl·ir a.��·1'11t lo his so doing, hy a representation 
to thctn of his rc'll!:!OUS- the "ish, for iustanc<', 
or request., of pnrcuts or olht•r persons having a 
1·igllt to co11lroul ; or, us to himself, the lateness of 

Ilic hour, or other 1•11gage1neuts :-and, \Vhl'u the 
assent had bt•cu guitJ(•<l, h) breathing, or blo'' i11� 
:-oft ly, on thl' ll}'IH'r part of the face, over tl1c 

<')<'"· So111c>ti1111•:., lun\l'vr.r, a considerablt> tinit• 

"ai- rc>quisitt•, '' ith th<' <'tnployment of rever:-c 
pas-.c·-., &('., in orclt•r that uo clii:con1fort or in­
C'OllYCUicncc 1night rc. ... ult. 

This �itnple pro<'<''-'- (>f clrmagnetizing, ho\\ -

C' \ t•r, p;cuernJly a!> h1• had found it a"\"ailal>lr, ''as 
not s11fficic·nt, h<· n1ight obscrv<', in all the cnsc·s 

"hich had t•onu• "ithin hii-. o\\ u <>xperien<'e. .\11cl 
ns in n catalC'ptic cnsc he had found it lJctter, in 

regard to th<' '-l'C1tri11g of his ronfiding �uhj<'rt 
n�ain-.t uuph•asant rfft·c•ts, to leaYe the dbJ>ersion 
or 11r11tralizatio11 of the 1n11gnctizing influenrc to 
quic•t and 1111di..,turht• tl rt>pose, ratlter than to pro­
c>c•c•d in rfforts for n'' n lcc·11i11p; beyond the simple 
nud gt·11tJr n11·a11!' h1· had orcli11arily employed,-
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so lie believed it had l>rP11 1-(cncrnlly found, that, 

in nil cases of difficulty, this, of all other coun;e!'l, 

''us the safest and the bc·st,-viz., to allow tlte 
subject or 1Jatie1it to slct•p it out. 
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LEC,'1.'U ltl� ll. 

!'ON810liRATlllNW C"OSCt:RNING Tll& lllGllKJl, AS'D WHAT ldlOllT 

8& Dtl.)ISD MOR& QU&�TIOS 181.&, l'llJiXOM:�A, .1St'Rl8�1) 

TO Tiii> 1•1101 rsn or ZOllTIC MAOs"llTISll ; ADDITION \I • 

.\'JI) OIUUISAL DI \'}.1.0PJlKSTI AND Rli,,t:LTS or Pl'RTllll:R 

PERION\I, lll.Bl.All!'UK8; \\"ITll AN IIXYOSlTION 01' Tll& II.\• 

TIOl'IAl.11 ASI> l'llOOAOLB l'lllLO�OPUY OV TlllS MYITIU\IOUI 
AOHNOY, 

In the pre,·ious Lecture, he, Dr. Scoresby, Juul 
dt•scrihl•tl, nncl had illustrated by e.'\'.perunents in 
auoth(•r d<· pnrtmcut of scirnc<'. bis researcbt·s in, 
\\hnt 111ight be chara<•tf:'rizt'<l as, the ordi1u1r,11 

farts and phenomena of Zoistic �I11oonefu'"Ill. I I  is 
purpoi;c g<•nt•rnlly had bt•t.'11, uot to startle hy 
qurslionahle ru;�ertion� concerning astounding 
wonder"; but to app<'al to the understancliug of 
his nu<lit.•11<'<', '' ltibt jui:;tifyi11g, on scientific aJ\n­

locics, the ground:; of his O\\ u belief. I Ience he 
hacl c·o11fi1H•<l hi1nself, in his desc1iptions of phe­
no1ncnn, altogether to .. , bnt had been deve­
loped hy his O\Yn researches,-mentioning ouly 
"·bat he hnd seen "·ith hil) O'\Yn eyes, '\\Tou�ht, 
in:-;tnunl·11tnlly, ,,·ith hjs o'' n hands and magnetic 
influen<'c, an<l tested, a.-. far ns he was able, hy his 
O\Vll c·xpcrit•11c<' nnd judg1nc11t. 

( 
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Takii1g nothing for granted, he had thus en­
tleai·onred to niake li:is grO'ltt1d good at every step. 

Starting, he believed, with a mind in a condition 
of enquiry, and �vith as much reserve of judgment 
as he could command, as to v.·hat might probably 
be matters of fact,-a resen•e, however, sicling 
more with doubt and questionings than with pre­
possession 01· credulity,-he himself felt, as he 
trusted would be felt by others, that the progress 
he had in this wise made, 'vas the more satisfac­
tory and conclusive. 

Ilence the developments already given, or yei 
to be given, would be found useful, he hoped, 
(inferior as tbey were to the records of others 
'vho had been digging longei· and dee]ler in the 
same field) for enabling those whom he addressed 
to appreciate the facts ; and in so11te rneasitre to 
discriminate betwixt the real and the unreal­
betwixt fact and error-betwixt true pl1ilosophic 
phenomena and mere superstition,-betV1•ixt the 
livingwonders of tbe operatious of Divinely plant­
ed laws in man, and the morbid creations of timid 
apprehe�ions, or pious jealous dread of baneful 
mysteries. 

And the discrimination betwixt fact ancl error, 
he, Dr. S., might remind the audience, is not a 

matter of indifference even in science. We may 
dishonour the Great Author of Creation by deny­
ing the facts concerning I-Iis ivonde1:ful �vorks; 
as we disho11ol1r the Great Author of Revelation 

• 

• 

' 

' 

I 
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by dt'nyiug the truths of the Bible. Not, indeed, 
that the rejection of truths in  philosopli!J may be 
injurious to our b�t intcrc.,ts, like scepticisn1 in 
relit..rion ; but yt>t our �cieutific scepticihln mny 
be di-;honouring to God's handy-work, and dis­
ad' nutngeous, socially, intellectunlly, ancl influ­
e11tiall.1J, to ourselves ! If science has suffered 
cltunagc b} the religious :,ct>pticism of so1ne of its 
ad\ 01•ntcs; -;o religion, it might be easily sbc\\-11, 
has not unfrequently suffered injury, (\'fith re­
flcrtiv1•, iutelligeut minds,) from the scientific 
sccpticisn1, or unreasonable denouncemt>uts of 
scit'nt ifi<• d1•velopemeut"l, by some of its zealous 
nnd pious supporters l 

Of the higher phenomena, ru; usually described, 
he hncl not hitoselfhad, until after the commeucc-
1nent of his lectures, any satisfactory exn1nple'l. 
And though siure then be had met 1'ith :50me nc\v 
and rcrnarkable phenomena, in a department of 
this fi<•lcl of re._'<'arcb beyond ''bat he had pre­
couc<·ivt·tl to be de1nom;trnted fact ; he could not, 
at prcs<•nt nt leru;t, reccivl' h1 the same light, cer­
tain :;latl•n1e11ts of a peculiar species of clairvoy­
ance, &c., \vhich "-C're popularly set forth. 

\\'l1il�t sub1nitti11g, ho"�\ er, his persoual in1-
prr,;o;iio11s, it ''as but fair to\Yards other::; more cx­
perirn<'ccl than himst>lf in I his special etherial 
field of th<' hnmau phy1;iology. to say, that, i11 
�iring nny opinion rcspC'rtiug rertain I)heno1urna, 

\ 
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he claimed no presumptuous right of judgment 

beyond ''1hat belonged to any one, "\.Vuo, \vith a 

reasonable experience in the nicetios of scientific 
resrarch,, had had corresponding opportunities of 
arriving at a fair conclusion. Al1d even if his 

jt1dgment should be suppo1ted, u1lten lte niight 
object, by the analogies of science and research in 

cognate phenomena,-he should still claim for it 
only such consideration as might be clue to his 

grounds of objection, according to their satisfac­
toriness or deservings. 

In truth, "Whilst at the beginning of his re­

searches, he felt, in common with multitudes of 
others, not only great hesitation in receiving, but 

n1l1ch boldness in rejecting, statements which he 

had deemed inconsistent with the essential rela­

tions of cause and effect,-he hacl been taught cau­

tion, by e.>..'J>e1ience, as to vvhat might be justly or 

safely denied, from the circumstance of pheno-

1nena, resi1ectiug which he had had strong doubts, 

being forced ipon kirn as trutl1s by inconb:overt­

ible evidence and demonstration. So that whilst 

he could not yet receive, some phenomena 

asserted of Zoistic Magnetis1n, as facts,-ru1d 

for reasons which he would state,-yet develop­
ments of an order so much higher than what he 

had contemplated, had so unexpectedly arjsen out 

of his own eJ>.-periments, as to induce that caution 
iu denying, or he:;itatiou iu disbelieviug, to 

"-hich he now adverted. 
• 

• 

• 
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1 1  is O\\ll CXJX'ritll('11ts, ind<'<'<l, numerous au cl 
vnri<'d a:->, in tu<'ir :llthjt•ct" and circumstance::, 
th<'} had hl'<'n, \\·<•re y<·t, i11 <'Crtain drpartnu>nt:1 
of thi� intcrc�ting fi<•ld of research, nec�,;arily 
d<·fecti\·e, hcC'an,..<' of th<· ir having been n1a1lt• 

{except in hYo or three cm-es) on persons in a 

.vtale of l1r'1lih; \\ lail,..t it \\·as rt>asonahle to • 
l>clic,·c, that, in mnuy C'ru-cs of disease, the n<'r-
vons influenct.>-so spt•<•iall} acted 011 iu Zoii:.ti<• 
l\1ngnctism-would b<' peculiarly sensitiv<' and 
intlnc•ntial. Cu:seH, in<ll:'t•<l, of persons out of 
hrnlt h \YCrc by no tYH.'nnH of rnrr or qncstionublc 
OC'c11rrcuce, iu "hi<•h l:'ldrnorclinary acuteness of 
the HCl1SC'S, Jl('l"' OllS RllAC'<'ptibility to ext('rllal 
inflnt•nc<•s, pront'1u•ss to ,;omnnmbulism, &c., had 
hrcn \\ibt<',..,;C'd and rt·cordc<l as plu•no111e11n res11lt­
in,9 s11011ta11<'Qll.\'l!J fro111 tliscase, analogous to tho;;e 
•lt' Vt'loprcl by m<·s1n1• ric mnnipulation. In ca,;1•s 

so predisposed to rc.-.ults of the nature of th<.>sc clc­
''('lopccl by Zoistic \Iab"lll'I is111, tbf'reforf', it coul<l 
not be unrrnsounblc to c.•xpcct phenomenn, within 
I he li1nit:.; of tht> po\vt•rs i111plauted in the 111un:u1 
on?nnizatiou, of n i;ti.ll bi"'h<'r order thnn \\ hat 
lit·, J)r. S., hacl bt•t• n ahle to elirit. 

• 

The eviclrnce of 11!1re110-111ag11etism, or excite-
111cnt of the crr<·hrnl organs, \\'hi.ch 11e had oh­
tainccl in his O\Vtl t'\peri1ne11t�,-though he bad 

frrqurntly inaclc trinls in this department of 
Zoif;tic l\ltng11t'tis1n h:ul uot hitherto been satis-

j 

• 
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factory. So that, although he had witnessed 
several cases by other hands, which he could not 
but think. to have been real ; his own mind was 
still in abeyance as to the question,-whether the 
results spr\utg indepe1 ulentl!J, from an action on 

the phrenological organs ? or dependently, from 
the influence of the will and special pw·pose of 
the mani1)ulating agent in tl1e experiments ? 

li1 the department of clai1'voyanc<', his, Dr. 
Scoresby's., experience bad been but very sligl1t. 
He had never witnessed any of the performances 
of persons knoV\>'D. or assumed to possess this 
faculty ; nor had he inet with cases, beyond what, 
in the course of this lecture, he should have occa­
sion to describe, which had yielded examples of 
phenomena, of the nature of those usually charac­
terized as claitvoyant. And, as to the glimpses 
which ho had had of these ordinarily latent mys­
teries in the constitution of man,-he bad some 
personal gratillcation in saying, that they were 
completely ,,·ithiu the imaginable limits, he had 
for himself assigned, to the philosophic relations 
of cause and effect. 

Of some of the alleged phenomena, however, 
-such as those of a prophetic nature, in which 
real predictions, not chance guesses, respecting 
circumstances dependent ou the operations of the 
humau will and actions, are ll$Serted to have been 
given ; or of the determination of things, abso-

• 

• 

• 
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lutel) unkuo'' u to the clnir\•oyaut or to any pt>r­
son nrouncl hin1, thc•11 pa.ssing, or haYing recent I y 
pn..-. ·c·d, in dhltiu1t places or regions ; or of the 
sudd<'n nrqui:;itio11 of lnnguages, or subjects of 
kno\\ ledge, prt>,·iolliily unlenrut and unheard,-he, 
1)1·. S., n1ust a\'O\\' hint. e lf altogether sceptical : 
nny, he must cousiclcr them, :;o far as his O\\ u 
jnde;u1<'nt could <'nublc him to form an opinio11, 
as delusive, or mistnkeu, or not thoroughly tested, 
assun1ptio1u; :-assu1nptio11'>, also, adverse to tl1P 
most universally established laws of physical 
science-the la\Vll of cause and effect-aud, a.� 

such, what he decidedly believed might be pro­
nonnced impossibilitil•s I 

In his earlier consideration of other phenomcua 
ascribed to the cluirYo) ant state, he had as.socia­
tcd "ith "·l1at he had jnst referred to, the stnte-
1nents conceruiug a po\\ er of reading through 
opaque substance,;, or of deciphering ,.ntteu or 
J>rintecl docUllll'nts by the touch of the hand, or 
rontnct '' ith the back of the head, the i:;olr of 
the foot, or oth<'r parts of the surface of the 
hu1nnn fra1nt•. Ilut difficuJt as it might be to 
conceive of the accomp lishment of ends belonging 
A}l<'Cially, appart-ntly, to the organ of sight-an 
organ so beautifully, nud, as an optical instru­
tnent, in tnany r1·�pect:;, !;O intelligibly cotL'-truc­
tccl,-by parts of the Rystcm not designed by tbc 
Crt•ator, M it Rho11ld 1:1ee1u, for effecting Ruch 
purpose's nt nll ; y<'t he 11111Rt modify his for1nor 

l 
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yiews so far, (whilst not himself convinced of the 
reality of t11e po"\\1er asserted to exist) as to 
separate this class of p11eno1nena fro1n that of t111• 
prophetic ldnd.* 

Consistently, ho\vever, with the phenomeno11 of 
the t·ransniission of sen.�ation, fro1u the agent to 
tho subject, under the influence of Zoistic Mag-
11etism,-\Yhich 11is o'vn experiments had abun1 
dantly confirmed-he saw no impossibility in the 
transfer of tl101tgltt and j"eeling, to the extent of 
1·eceiving t11e picture in the mind of one, \Vhen 
en ?·apport, upon the mind of the subject under 
the higher influence of this mysterious agency. 

That pictm·es it1 the mind of the magnetizer, 
might be transferred-as the camera obscura 
transfers the external scene into a picture within 
-l1e not only tbo11ght to be ioithin t11e reason­
able limits of possibility; but he must candidly 
state, that be thought evidence bad been adduced., 
by men of unquestionable reputation and ackno'\ov­
ledged talent, such as, if not to convince the un-

*In jasiicc to n scientific frimid who !ind fl"llt1y remonatmted with Dr. S. on 
ncwnni of Ju. *talom@t, in a former )octuro, of unbelief of what this friend con· 

•i<lered Ill be facts in hia own. experienoe,-the Auil1or ndds no exernct Crom ltia 
letter, >Yhich, in respect to one IJOint ref•rred to above, b, lie admits, if uot of oon­
ch1$i•e, ae least, of fair n1wli�tio11.-" 11 is really no more im:.f'pli<:aUI' his Critud 
writes, "Uant tho cloirvoy&nt should be ablo 14 �cc througb •n ordinnrily opaque 
body, than thnt your mngn.ct (referring to an eiqieriment Dr. S. land described in 
which � compM• wn.• moved through lbc body of n. rnilway engine by n magnet at 
the opposite side, just n• if U1crc were noil1ing betwixt) should be nb le to uc 
llll'oUf/11 the 1/eam''"'if1i11c boiler I "Both nre elJUal1!1 aho1:1J mere humnn kcowlcdge, 
but nothing more." 

1 
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})l'<'jtulicecl cuqnirt•r, nt ll•n:;t to demand cnl1tio11 
iu denying the :-;tatemPnts to be, in reality, facts. 

Ilnt "hili-;t nchnitti11g, in all fairness and cnu­
rlour to others, so r1111clt in respect of what he, 
Dr. S., clecnu>tl not in1prohnble development:; in 

the region of cluirvoyancc ; he felt bom1d to jus­
tify, ru. to otl1cr and :;till u1ore difficult phruo· 
1ncnn, his o"·n distincti,·c declaration of unbelief. 

I lil-i grounds of uu hl•licf ''ere of t\vo cll•:;cri p­
t ions :-

First : Tu th(' i1111u1ssibilit,y, '"ithout a u1iracli', 
ns he conceived, of dotermiuing passing eventR, 
at a cli!:\tauce, far beyond tl1e reach of exi�tin!{ 
i11flucnccs, or h<•yoncl the perception, ''hen aicll·cl 
by iustrumcut:; to the utmost, of the humo.111 
facultic.'I. 1\ucl the tlear imp0$sibilit,y, to hi:-
1uind, al..;o, of tht.>rc bl•iug found in natural causes 

or ngrncie-., a11y i11fh1c·nce or medium by ''bich 
c\·cut.;;, co11ti11,t7c11t ou the human will, yet w1-
ncco1nplil-ih<•d, not actually hl•gun, not even medi­
tated by man, being certainly predetermin(• d ; 
for such prcdc·h• r1ni11atious 1nust be clearly tnir­
nculous, and, couHcqul'lltly, "ithin the peculiar 
pro\ iuce of ou1ni,...c•i1•11c·1· ! 

Sc•condly,-bc grounded his unbelief on the 
notorio� fact of f:lilurt', by au,y clairvoymtl, or 
all clni.rroyant�, of d<'tt•nnining any thing, as far a." 

he ''as a'\\al'e, of rl'all!J 11.w;(11l consideration. Ile 
n1ight e:-.ccpt, inclHc•d, from this decided opinion 
of t111bclil• f, tl1l:' po�1-1ihility, (as he might dee111 ii) 

t 
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of the gai1u11g son1e insight into the state of 
dlscruscd subjects, placed f'J' ra1u>ort \vith the 
clairvoyant ; or of prevision al'I to tl1e effect of 
certain modes of relief (?) ; or of introvision, 
as lo the condition of the Yiscera, &c., of 
the clairvoyant himself,-rcSlllts, "·hich, if fairly 
qu<'stio11able, "ere yet, in t1u•nsurc and pa1t al 
lcn.st, within the lin1its of influence bcrnixt the 
partir:;, such as he held to he not inconsistent 
'''ith possibility, on the theory he had assumed 
nncl st:tted. 

' 
At the 8ame time he mnst be ti·ee to state-

that the only case of the n1:1stunptiou of such 
pO\\ er:s i11 a clairvoyant, 'vhich lu· bad ever n1et 
'' itl� unfortunately '"a:; prr>t•<•<l, us he fully be­
li<'YCd, to be one of i1111Josture ;-the po,Ye1·s being 
a.\·s1011ctl, as a profe:,;slon, aud the practice of the 
1n·etc·11decl po"·ers e1nployecl, (under indeed a 
good cleul of n1edical kno,Ylcdgc,) for tl1e purpose 
of guiu ! 

Another fact as to "·hat clnirvoyo.nce ought to 
have been able to do, if real, bnt has uever yet 
done, is one of some notoriety, viz., that wherens 
dift'ereut iudi\'"icluals, di:,believiug the assumptions 
of clairYoyants, or dcsiroui:; of satisfactorily testing 
tht•1n, l1a,·e enclosed ba11k uotei. iu O]laque euYe­
lopes, ''ith the offer of all)� sucb note, as a reward 

to a successful attem1>t to rt'atl the inscription 
thereon, "·ithout penetrating or disturbing the 
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cover. But no such re,vard, for success, has ever 
been claimed ; nor, of course, ever been earnt. 

Fn1aJly, it migl1t be added, in respect to this 
ground of unbelief, that purposes of immense 
utility have been subnutted to clairvoyants, for 

determinations of various l{inds, without ever, he 
believed, i·esulting in the obtainiug of any infor­
mation that could be essentially useful. If, by 
the way of illustration, clairvoyants can deter­
mine tl1e state of things and persons in distant 
regions, as, in multitudes of idle results h.as been 
asserted, why do they not give some 1tsef1tl in­
forrnation. "Why," as a lady who was much 
interested in the fate of the absent Arctic expedi­
tions, said to him when speaking of the pretensions 
referred to,-"Why, if they can tell "·hat is 
passing at any distance, do they not tell where 
the discovery ships are, or what is their fate ?" 

Whilst on this part of his subject-discussing 
the claims, as to his vievvs of them, to belief of 
the higher or more questionable phenomena 
asserted of Zoistic Magnetism-he might jl\St 
refer to another particular in '''hich he might be 
able to yield a strong measm·e of refutation. He 
referred to the assumption of powers in some 
Mesmerizers1 of operating at great distances, and 
putting their patients to sleep, at their will, whe11 
the pa1·ties might be separated widely from each 
other . 

I 
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He bad t?ro arguments to offer against the 
reality of such a power. 

The first was derived from the operation of 
the ia,v of influence in respect of distance. If 
any force, short of the Divine, could operate \Vith 

a11 energy unaffected by distance, then tbe as­
sumed power, might be a reality. But if, as his 
experiments had clearly determined, t11e po,yer 
of the m8t,<7Jletizing agent actually diniinislted as 
the distance increased, then the preceptible opera­
tion of that power must necessarily be limited. 

The second argument against the asserted 
po"•ers, was derived from fact. Whilst he, Dr. 
S. had such highly creditable statements of facts 
in which patient.s had been put to sleep '\.Vhen the 
magnetizer was at a distance ; he had always 
ascribed, as he cloubted not the fact t<> be, these 
results to be clue, not to any exter11al agency, 
but to the power of the imaginatio1t ancl sympat11y 
of the patient. 

Reference to a single case "·ould be sufficient, 
if not to prove, at least to justify, his view of this 
phenomenon. A fi:iend of his who was mesmeriz­
ing curatively, told oue of bis patient.s, when he 
was about to leave home, that, on the follo\ving 
day, at a particulru: hour, be should exert his in­
fluence in order to place her in her accustomed 
mesmeric condition. On his return from bis 
journey, he found that the result he had assumed 
had ach1ally taken place : the patient, at tlte 
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propt•r tiint', duly \\l'lll lo :-.lc•t•p. But this, it :-;o 

happcucd, \Yas t-utircly indt•peudcnt of nny effort 

c>11 his part, or auy 11<-t of his ''ill,-for he hi111-

i-1·lf lt•t the hour pn. ... s hy, haying alto.r;et/11·,. ./i1r­
g11ff1•11 11·!1at '"' liad 11rt1JlllSt'tl being clone l 

In tl11� clcscriptiou s of 11l11•1101111·11a thus far gi,·cn. 
thl'rc ''ns little pcrha1ls, as ht', Dr. Scorei>l>y, pr(• 
su111l'cl,-e'"ct•pt a,; to the illustrations and i11tli-
1·icl11alif!J of th(' Jiil'ts, that \Yould be con.sidcrccl 
as vt•ry pcculia1· or nov<'l. 'fbose, l:ndcecl, a1:1 

before ht' had intiinntcd, ''ho had made tht• 

1>uhject of Zoistic l\1ag11ctis111 their study, n11d 
had had t•xpcricncc in itc; operations cnratiYcly, 

111ight dce1n the l':\lK'riPncc autl practi<.·e hithc:rto 
<lcclnrcd as little inorc than elementarr . • 

lit• hatl gi,·t•n tlu• ... t• descriptions and det:iil:-., 

how<'vcr, rather fully. bC'cnuse of their stru1cli11g 

iuclcpcucleut of "Jiat had hitherto been published 

h; othc�, as the results of }lcrsonal rcscarcht·�. 

tested, too, in e\'l'f}' pnrti<·ular and pheuomeuou, 

by all the cxpcril'uc•c, iu the in•�tigation of otht•r 
brunche.-. of !'Cieuc·e, '' hich he could bring to bear 

upon thc111. In tht•:;c rt•:-pccts, therefore, he 
tru.-.tec.l th<'y \\ oultl uot be dt-emed Uil'\YOrthy of 

the cousiclC'rntiou oncl attc·ution of his audi<.'nct• ; 
nor unacccptublc, us u co11tribution. ho\YCYcr 
hntnble, lo the• body of fncti-;, otl1er,Tise given to 

tho public, in re1:1pcct to the subject which lto 

Ht1\1ght to t•ln<·i<lutc. 
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It was Cine, perhaps, to the several iuvestigit­
tors of the subject, '"hich he, Dr. S., was dis­
cussing, (as, hldeed., to himst-lf, also) to state, 
that, if he had not referred to what they hacl 
c1011e and more elaborately examined into-or if 

he had refrained, to a considerable extent, ft·on1 
reading the pt1blishetl vie\'l'S and expositions of 
othcrs,-it was not tl1at he did not fully estimate 
their labouxs ; bt1t that, he considered, it might 
do more }'or tlte ca1rse oj' trutlt,-in respect to a 
subject that has been so much questioned, and, 
uot unfrequently, bel<l in contemt>t-to giYe his 
personal and independent researches, incomplete 
as, lluder such lim itecl e)..-perieuce, they neces­
sarily 1nust be, than to attcm1)t to c1nbody with 
his O"'n, tl1e more el:tborate researches aud 
va1·ious -.;·icws of l\ifesmerists in general. 

Ile no,v, 11owev-er, came to a braucl1 of his In­
vestigations, which (though in his llllear11edness, 
11erbaps, ht> migl1.t be mistaken,) \V01ll<l he found 
to comprllie features, not only of peculiar interest, 
but, it1 certain 11articula.rs, of novelty aud origin­
ality. 

It hacl been his_, Dr. Scoresl>y's, tle:sire, wl1eu 
communicating his further rcse.archcs, to haYe 
embocliecl t11e 11roccerls, so to S}Jeak, of a great 
ni.1mber of iut<>rf'sting cxperin1cnts, in oue con1pact 
series, '' ith the ' ie\\ of obtaiuing 1:.orne geueral 
results. Bnt '' hilst the results, 'iYitbin his lin1ited 

] 
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e.xperi1111ce." ('re n'--.lltned to spring from influence. .. 
ht• longing c""'cutinlly and generally to the human 
orgnniL'..atiou ; yet, it must be admitted, that they 
hncl not hl'<'ll v1•rifi<·d to the extent that might be 
d<•sir<'d, by othl•r agr11ts, and other subjects, so as 

ro111•l11si\'l•ly to t•lnitn for them the character of 

p;<'ncrnl ln\YS in the human physiology. As, in­
<l<•t•d, tlu•re are peculiarities in every individual 
ca"i<', '' h<'rcin the magnctizcr or the magnetized 
is chnngod,-thc results arriYed �Lt by auy one 
C'\ pcriHll'lll<'r, Hl1011Jcl havo extensiYe confirmation, 
in order to their bcittg received as general, by 
tho r<•quh;itc varieties in botli 11arties ; and a.s 
there nrc, il1 Zohitic l\lagnetism, different stages, 
c·hnracl<•rizell, to a c·ertaiu extent, by distinctive 
ph<'nomcnn, ru1 ndditionnl difficulty is presented 
against rt•:.ult..;, gr11cr11ll!J, being set fortl1 as 

essential l'bnrnct<'ristict; of the constitution and 
phy:-ioloey of nutn. 

In rrgartl to '' hat had sprung out of his own 
iu\'e-.tigntiou ... -comprbing phenomena at once 
snth•fac•torily yieldt•d, and, for the most part, 
rigidly tl'-.tccl,-he, Dr. S., had every confidence 
in �<·ttiug th1•111 forth as re:; facta. \Vhate,·er 
clifft.·rcnc<'s, therefore, might necessarily pertain 

to lht• eucllt·i-� varieties iu the circu1nstances of 
i;uch rcscnr<'h<•:s. ·the results he had arrived at 
11l' 111u11t <'<>nHider as, 1:1pec•ifically, in many cru;es, 

nncl rl�lntiv<'ly, (ns to the respective stages) in all 
cnst•s, iuvolvin� gcuerul phor1omena and general 
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laws. That is, as to results obtained through 
the meditun of l\VO of his best and most elabor­
ately tried subjects,-he could have no doubt but 
that, whilst they \Yere strictly conclusive in each 
individual Cfl.'IP, they were relatively (in regard to 
the stage or degree of magnetization) indicative 
of general J>he11omena. 

Among the results which bad sprung out of 
his O\'\-'ll distiucti,·e investigations, he had re­
garded, as of peculiar interest and importance, 
those concerning a sort of polarit.tJ in Zoistic 
M3.c,<>netism, ''ith srnsibilities of ru1 electric nature, 
apparently, of exquisite delicacy ; a1td concerning 
the peculiar action of electrics, and, their insulat­
ing properties, on the ma,._""D.etized subject. 

By the term pt>larity, (which he used only con­
ventionally) he, the lecturer, meant, not what in 
relation to its i:;tricter use it 1night seem to imply, 
but� a condition prodi.1ced under the action of 
Zoistic l\.Iagnetism, in which specific phenomena, 
of the nature of these attendant on, or resulting 
in, polarity, in the case of ordinary ID8t,<rDetism, 
are clevelopccl,-such as «ftraction of the hru1ds 
of the agent ancl subject, in d1fferent magnetic or 
electric coudit ions;  and re1111lsion of the hands or 
limbs, of either side from bead to foot of the 
subj�t, "hen in a condition of te1tsion or excite­
ment of the same quality. Ordinarily, and most 
extensively, he bad developed those characterii-tic 
influences and differences, hy the n1ode of magne-

• 
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tizing \\ hibt tlH• 1·1111t·crsr haud:- of the operatu1· 
:11111 i-ubject ,,·ere iu contact ; in such case altrac­
li1111 tukiu•� plar1· bet" i'\.t the <'onYen>e hands, &.c. 
of thL• ngl'llt and i-ttbjcct, and rryJulsion bern ixt 
the• likt• luutd,, or 'in1ilar side:;. of the bocly and 

li1nbs A'<'ncrnlly. 
But, it i-hould be ob ·cr,·ed, that the magnetic 

c;tnte n1ny t•\i:-t iu n high dE"gree of sensibility 

ancl <'ll<'rg'y iu the subject or patient, without tltc 
<lh1H11rt 111n11if P"ltn1 ious of these phenomena; 
\\ hilst the ph<'nomcuu, churacteristic of polarity, 

1nny, in c1•r1 aiu t':t!'ies be developed, whilst tho 
cncrA"y or <lL•pth of the• 1nn�nctic condition is hy 

no ll'H'n11s grc·at. 
Thi• slngr.•· in \\lli<·h the efft>cts of polarity, (or 

cliffercut kinds of electricity ?) 'lcre prinripally 
dt•\ 1·lopc·1l, "1•rt• tho!'!' of the "sleep-waking" 
dtno111inntio11:- grncmlly : but the iusnL'ltin!( 
po'' t'r:- of t•lt•ctrh· .... iu hi' experiments. were not 
all\"'ll}'s found to bt• ronclusiYe and com1llete 
t xc•c•pt i11 thl• lo\\ er ,Jeep-" aking -rrate that of 

�o :J, 1l1•-.<•rilH·1l nt page 33} pre'"ious to the 
dt·\·t lopuu•nt of com1nunity of :,cn..".'ltion. 

In prc><'l'l'tliug 110\\ \\ ith his more adYancC'd 

i11,·c�tigntio11s-i11sl<'nd of attempting to ca.-.t 
tht•n1 tog-l'tht•r,-it 1night bf• -mor<' interl'Rting to 
hh; 1uuli1•11t'<', 11.... \\('II ns u1ore ac1Yantageon� 
to hii:; Huhjl•ct, bis clt•:-;cribing, i;rparately, so111<• 
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of t11e more instrnctivc cases on ''hich he hnd 
1·cc.·c>utJy had the priYil(•ge of ex1Jerimeutin15. 

1'he first of the cases, \Yhercby he should en­
deayour to elucidate autl atlvancc his :snbject, "'as 
one iu ,,·hirh the effects of di.ffcrC'nt modes of 
n1aguetizing, the nature of tl1e attractivc a11<l 
rl•pellent influeuce.-;,-and the insulating po\'rer 
of t>lectrics, had their most t•luborate nntl 
"pecific devc>lopments. The subjt•<'t in this ca:;c, 
"·as :\Iiss P , of ,,. , a young lady of 
much talent nu{l cultivation of n1itul, as "'ell as 
of frank m1cl generous disposition : who, "'ith 
fnll consent and approval of her parents, allo'' etl 

11irn, Dr. S., cvery opportunity, mutually aYail­
ahle, during n period of a.bout SC\'CU weel{s, for 
makiug such experimE'uts as, iu thP progress of 
hi;; inye$tigntions, he fom1d requisite or desirable. 
Ou these occasions, co1nprising t11uieen sec/JU'l'"1, 
ruHl about t v. t·nty C'Xpt•riments, the mother of 
the young lady ,-a pious, intelligent, autl intere:;t­
i11g person-\' as al\vay:-;, 1.-'XCe]lt once, presC'nt, 
and she frequently suggl'Stcd varieties ii1 the l'X­
peritnents, or subjects of convt•rsation, '"hich 
'-<>rved gt·<·atly to enhauce the interest, as '"ell 
ns the completeness, of the rescarcl1e�. Indt•ecl 
eacl1 of the parties whose sauctiou to the cxpcri-
1nl· ntr- war; rrquisite. y;l'lded tl!at sanction, to 
the conncliug ,,illiugtu•ss of Dr. S.\; young 
fl·iend, in the most unreserved and generous 

I 
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mru111<•r,-all of th<·m contemplating the object of 
the inv<•stigator as OU<' of much importance, not 
only to scic·nc<>, but nlso, n.s it might pro,·e, to the 
rau.st• of s11fft•ri11g humanity. 

Tl1is young lady, it nlight be mentioned, had 

b<•con1<• �o �11--ccptiblc to the magneticfil in.fiuence 
by his hnnds, that, under favourable circum­
Rtanc <�, he could generally close her eyes, "i.th­
out n11y prt'\ ious n1anipulatio1is, in from two to 
fi\ c 1ninulcl'l ; aud could always a"°ake her by a 
fc\\< up\\ lt1·1l pu..<is<.>H, or, as his 11sual practice was, 
by brC'athiug, or hlo,viug softly, on her forehead 
n11d <'y<·s. 

It "\YllS hardJy tH•c•cs!'lary for him to say, 'vhere 
such pt'rsevt'raucc ''as allowPd him, by the affec­
tionate aud \\atchful inother, that no ill effects, 
or ll1atcrial pcr:.-oual incon'\'"enience, ever resulted 
fro111 any of his experimenb. 

The facts in Zoistic )Jagnetkm, "·hich he, Dr. 
S., hnd deriYed fw1drunentally from experiments 
'' itl1 �fi!l:. P , 1night, in :.ome re:o--pects, be 
clec1ned a. .. !>pccific and indindual, though they 
had hecu t'oufinue<l in many e�--ential particulars 
by experiment:; ''°ith others. '\Vhat he propo�ed 
to co1111n1111icute iu r�pect to these experiments 
would be n1ninl} scientific ;-otherwise the nu­
m<•rous iustuuccs of intelligent, cle>er and pious, 
son1etin1cs of c11rious or amm;ing, replies, which 
his qu<'stious, during the magnetic sleep, had 
f'lirited, '"<n1Jd have afforded, bad he had time 
for cletaili<, nn nbu11clance of interestinp: matter. 

' 

• 

1 
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Ilis plan, to take chiefly the scientific part, 

might be most clearly and co1npactly can:it>tl out, 
by givi.ug a general summary of the results 
arrived at during the whole series of elaborate 
iuvestigali ons. 

Classifying thc:se results under certain specific 
characteristics, l1e should commence '1\i.th,-

1. Tlie effect, in tlil' cle11tli of sleep and distinc­
tive develop1neut of j)O[arity (such as he had 
clefinetl it) of various 11iode.�, 01· processes of 
111a9ueti:i119 tl1e subject. 

l .  Tl1e arrangements and process which be, 
Dr. S., \Vas led, from previous consideration of 
supposed principles ill Zoistic Magnetism, to 
adopt, \Vere found to yi<'ld the highest dE'gree of 

sen ibility to attractions and repulsions. And, 
as his inethod \vas usually the same, and had 
beE-11 found, in his experience generally, so ex­
tremely effective, he inig11t here, advantageously, 
clE':>cribe it in detail :-

The subject of experiment, being dresi:;ed in 
f ab1·ics of cotton or 1L·oollen materials, was placed 
in an eai;y chair, comfortably supported, l1e, tl1e 
c..xperimeuter, taking llis seat on an ordinary 
chair, exactly in front, so that every part of tlie 
systems of the operator ruld subject should 
mutually be proximate, and opposite, to each 
other, in their converse sides ; th.'lot is, the right 
eye, shoulder, arm, hm1cl, foot, &c. of the one 
-party, being opposite to the left of the other. So 

• 
• 
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nrrn1ur1·d, t lu· 11at ural polaritie--, a. .... a.-:�n1ned, n11:l 
the tlon· of th<· mn!.,'ll<'tic currents or clccu;c 
intlUt'llC<"·, "er<' "'uppo,.ccl to be in the mo:-,t 
fa,·ournhh· rl·latious for thrir mutual deTelop1neut. 

\\rht•n. ho,,·cvcr, the subject, ac; was frequently 
thP casl', \Ya.' pl:t<'t'd on a �ofa. or, '"ith a eurati' <' 

ohj<•c•l, · 011 n h<'cl, ht', the operator. whik:t sitting 
]lnrnll<•l nucl fn<'c to face, usually crossed his 
k111•1•s, a11d t•ovt•rc<l, "ith n Yte\Y to insulation, his 
pro:-.i111nl<• lcn<•t• ''ith silk (\Yhich othcr,vis<', he 
t1uppoH<'<l, 1night net uufaYourably,) so as to yi<'lcl 
the llH>sl <·011sist I'll I 1trra11gc1ne11t1:1 for the rnagurt ic 
cl<'V<'lop1nc•11f!I. Aud beyond the particulnr:-; Ap<'ri­
ficd, he pr1• f<•1-rccl (for reasollS he could not now 
partic·u larizc') to have• t hr sofa iu the line of the 
1nngill'tic 111<•riclinn, '' ith the bead of the s11bject 
tO\\ards thl• north. But, it "as in no ca"c his 
1>rat·tirt', he rnight ndcl, to take a position l1igl1rr 

than his -.nhj<·ct. ,;o ns to occru;ion a strain on the 
C)'l'S by looki111? \i}l\\ nrcl,-thou�h ,;o doin!! a clt•­
f!l"l'C of 1•otU!'.C."'tio11 111ight be produced. Ctllculatrd 

to facilitate the 1na!:n1ctic arrangemcnt.-but ... 
a1'' ay:- to hayc• t hl' l'YC"' of l'ach party ::.o tlirecte1l 
a .. to tak<• th(·ir natural nnd ra.'-y position. 

TI1us :-ituntl•d. rcsp<·rti,·ely. the magnetic con­
dition "as gcul•rally (first of nll) deYelop<'d, hy 
1nc•r<·ly tal,ing the• hands of the subject in his, the 
operator\•, h:uuli::, ri�l1t \vith left. and lc,ft "ilh 
i·i�ht ; tu1tl thl'I\ st<•a<lily looking at eaC'h ot11<'r"' 
eyc•i:;. .Aftc·r tl1r c• ycs closed, aud after a fe,,· 
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111111nh•i4 continuance of n1ot io11\Pss nud silent con­
tnrt of the hands-he proc<'t•cle•d to make passes, 
usually 'vith onl' hn11d nl 11 tin1c•, \\ hilRt retaining 

th1• other hand, from the• hrncl ov<'r the face, or 
i;idc of the head, do" 11\\ ard to the t·�tremit) of 

tlu• nrn1, or, as far a.s t•a .... ilr priu·tirahlt-, t-0"°ards 
th<' f,·<·t-always contiuin!!' the manipulations of 
t•it her l1and to its prop<'r :-ich•. l 11 c'a"e" ''here th� 

C'} t•s conlcl not be r\o ... 1·cl hy the· n1c·re contact of 
hn11d:.i, &c.,-passcs n�crc rc•stort<.'d to, partly free, 
(t\\O or three il1ches nhn\e' the• <lrri4s,) au<l partly 

h1 c·outn<'i with the dre·HH of tltt' subject, iu aicl of 
t hc quiescent influences. It ,,.n::J of course hls 
}>l':tclit•c, rousktently "ith ''hat has universally 

l><·1•n dl•cmed requisit<', to gi\'o his mental encr­
�it·:o: nnd \Yill to the object in \'icw. 

l�\'t>ry \'ariation in the• rt•lat j,·e po,,itions of 
opc·rator and subject, or in 1nocles of manipuh­
t ion clivcrse from ''hat hncl h<•t-n :-uirgested induc­
t i\ t•ly fron1 theory, ht• l)r. S., found, (so fru· as his 
<'xpcri1nc11ts with Miss P Wl'nt) di1ninislted 
tht� RuHccptibility, or eutirr.ly ohlitf'ratecl the ex­
i;.taut•e, of di:;tinctivc attrncth·c and rept>llcut 

in fl ucnccs. 
:.?. Thu�, "ht-n the operator orcupied a J>lace 

at <1111>: .�i<le of the :-ubjcct, 1111)1·� · his knees were 
t•ro,.scd ::;o as to bring thl' right and left knee; of 
the parties into proxitnity, the pcC'uliar pbeno­
Jll<'llO appeared to he le�� dh•tinctive and the 
polnrity less sensith·t'. · 
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3. ''rheu, ag-din, th<\ parties were relati\ <•ly 
situated as in No. 1,-thl• subject being placed 
recun1beutly ou a sofa, ancl the magnetizing '' ns 
effcctC'd by the eyes, nud frt'C downward pns."('s, 
111Jitl1out co11tact of tlte luw(l-< or other\visr,-th1· 
eyes ''ere not closed till nbout twice the usual 
time, and ,·e11 slight J><>lariti<'" \\ere developed. 

4. Situated respectiY<•ly, as before d&;cribecl, 
the m�"1letizing,-to the extent of closing tht> 
eyes, \vhicl1 UO\V occupi<·cl tli,.ire the Tu>-ual tint<',­
wns effected, by fixing the eyes, as 01"(linnrily, 
but \\ itl1 the siinilar (or \Vroug) l1ands in ro11-

tart; that is, each party holiling 'V\>-ith the r(9/1t 

hand, the rig/it hand of th<· other. ..\fter tilc<'p 
had been induced, variou:-. pru;ses, some free and 
some in contact \\ith the dr<'s'1, ""'ere made by one 
hand at a time from the head downward to the 
feet, but so only that each 11aud '"'as coufined to 
the side of its 01cn rle110111i11atio11 ; that h�, the 
passes "ith the operator's r(qltt hand \Yere mad<• 
do,,111 the tiglit side of the 1:n1bject, and ,,·ith the 
left correspondingly. 

Jn this case, the sle<'p "'·as so much less co111-
plete than usual, that the \'Oicc of another, than 
that of the operator, ,,·n. heard and replied to, 
and no polarities (at least nothing repellent) "·ere 
perceptible. 

:;. The snme order of contact (tlte wrong l1a11<l 
being lteld) \\as tried in another e:\-periment '' itli 

• 

I 

( 
' 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the Rev.
W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

• 

t 

ZOISTIC ltAG:\ETIS'hl. 63 

�1iss P ; but varying the passes, by making 
them upivard, 'vith the vie\v of ascertaining, 
�"hetl1er, uuder this clta\1ge of direction, a chai1ge 

might not be given to the general magnetic 
currents in the subject. The result, however, as 

far ns a single experiment could be relied on, was 
i:;ingularly summary. For hardly bad two free 

pasSi's been made, on one side only, 1qnl!ard, 
before the subject opened her eyes, and became 

''ide awake ! 

6. An attempt 'vas made to magnetize by mere 
rontact of tl1e pro1Jer ltanrls, under the same 

arrangements as before, 1l'it/1011t t!te use oj' t/1e 

eJJes. But after a contiuuance of several minutes, 

h\�ice or thrice the ordb1nry time,-no effect 
"hatever was perce1>tible. 

7. A further variation in the process \Yas 
adopted, under the same general arrangements, 

by talcing botli hands of the subject in the right 
baud of the magnetizer, and the extremities of 
tl1c shoes of both her feet in his left hand, whil.,t 
each looked the other steadily in the face. The 
eyes, as in other cases, were closed, but after a 

longer interval than usual ; but the sleep was so 
slight that a reply \Yas instantly given to a call 
by the mother of the young lady, with the inti­
mation-" I am not asleep." ''Why, then," he, 
Dr. S., asked, "did you close your eyes ?" "Be­
cause I could not help it,"-wns the anrn'er. 

llt1rc, again, no pola.riti<>s W<'rc developed. 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the
Rev. W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

61 ZOISTIC \IAG:-IETIS:\1. 

IT. />/i, 11n11�11a res11lti11!J .f;·o111, or attend1111t 011, 
tl1r .�tuft• n_/· 7,olari�l/-

1'hc r1•,,ults of this !'Cction. it should be noted, 

tl1ou1rh originally dc•ri\'t>d from exi>erimeut,,. "ith 
)Jiss P • hnd hrcn exte�i¥cly corroborated by 

ot11t'r <•a,es. But, it i-hould be further ob�er\ ed, 
in rt•s1><'<'t to thl· rfirct of otl1er circu111.sta11c1•s, 
that I ht• r 1.,,ults 111i1rl1t require considerable 1nodi­
firntio11 (n� \\ill IH'rraftcr nppcar) if contact, by 

th<• t'\p<·ri111t• ntor, �' ith conflict ing magnetisms or 

polnriti1•:-1 Rhoul<l hnv<' ta.krn place ; or, still n1orc 
HO, if tho lllHgnt�tizer RhonJd l1ave ureat/1e<l On 
the hn11d, 01· other pn.rts of the Rystcm, by incnnR 
of \\ hi<'h, or in '' hich, sou1e of the particulftr 

phC'1101ncnn tnight have been developed. 

1 .  Thi• P11latif.I/, (a." for convenience of de,.;­
criptiou he hnd designated this condition) incli­
cnt<•d hy rl'p<'llt·11t ru1<l attractiYe influences of 

thr hnncl, �c., of the magnetizcr-was found, in 
tlu• tllo:->t c•onlpll·te ca.:-;<>,., to extend from the 
cro" n of t  he head to the point of the foot ; but, 
othc•T\\ i"'<'. fro1u the .�lto11ltler j<>iut, d0\\11\Tard ; 
nncl thon�b the' �cn,,itiYcness was increa..c;ed by 
proJ)('r do\\ n\varcl pru,�e,.;, yet the parts not 

r<'nrlu·d by the pn...;.;c.-., ru. the feet in many in­
stnnt•<'..:, ''ere 1on�eti:ted i111lucticel.!J, so as ofceu 
to C'}.liibi t <':\. trctn<' ti<>nsitivencss. 

111 th<• cn..Gc of l\1iss P , now more specially 

rcfc•rrC'd to, the· head \Yns, as it  'vere, an unity , 

fol' no 1'f'Jll'll<•1tt iuflueuce \VHS C\'er produced by 
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eitht•r pro\.ituiry or touch "ith the adverse baud 

of the 111n••111·tizt•r, upon the bead. or face, or 
ucck of the "uhjt•ct,-uo n1ntter ho\\ big:hlv ::.-u -

� . 
ct•ptiblt', to nu utl\ t>r"e influ1:uce, the other parts 
of th(• body nncl li1nhs 111ight he. 'l'hi� difference, 
ho\\ ever, 111i1tht 11ot itnprobabl) be due to an in­
ft·rior dr�1·1·<· of 1nngnctizntio11 ; or to le--s seui.i­

tivr.ue"s than that of other ca,;r<i. 
:?. There '''L" nn iuscpnrnhlt• <l<•pcnclency for 

11ol11ritif's, hot It in the insto.ncc of l\fiss P , 

nnd in th1· 1·n�1·� of srvcrnl otli<>rs, on the e�is­
tanre of th1• Hh11•p_,,-nlcing-sto.lo ; for, at the yery 
in�ta11t '' 111•11 t h1' 11yrs \Vere opc:nc•cl, the seusihle 
poh1 rities, '' ith t lu•ir nttc11daut enjoyments aud 

cli.,a:rr<·rahl<' !'l'!l"nt ion.;. ,·anisht'd. F.itl1er hautl 

of the opt•rator uti�lit no\\ be appliell to the 
shni/ar h·111<1 or f1>ot of th<• �nhjf'<'1 ; and ruiy of 
the parties i11 tl1t• 1·00111 u1ight HO\\' npproach into 
<•on tact. ''it ho11t t ht• :-;1nnlle.;t fi•<•ling of di.;com­

fort, or oth<•r pnrtic•ular :-;1•11-.ntion. hein!? pro­
ducC'd. 

Tlli:-; fa<·t '' n,... 'rrifit•d in a �l.'at number of 

in!'tru1c<·:-, nud. ho\\ t'\'t'r fa111iliar it 111ight bt' to 
I hose ''ho '' it11c .. .;pd it, inYarinhly occasioned a 
rPnt'\Yru of tht• <•:xpr<'!"o.;ious of -.urpri;1.t>. 

\\'bert>, htH\ t'\'t•r, the subject '\'\'US very SUS<'t')l­
tihl1• and th1• -.tat<� of <'01na clt•t•p, ,.,o a,.. to renrlt'r 
tlH· a" akt•uing a '' ork of tin1<'. the cessation of 

st•nsiti' C'IH'!"� Io nclYt' r"e pul11riti1•:-; cli<I not full) 
taltc plnc·t• 011 I hl1 tncro oprniug of the eyes. lll-

E 
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dicntions of nmgnl'tizatiou, would sometime:-, in 

!'Uch <':tst•·., rc•n1nin for a rou:-iclPrable interval aftt>r 
thl· r(1tun1 of vi,.ion nnd general consciousness. 

3. Thi' attra<•fi\'e ruul repellent influence,. 
(\\istiu!t h<'t'' ixt the rC$J>CCtiYc polarities of the 

1nngt1t•tizer nntl the mabri1etizecl,-could not be 
C'\.<'rcist•cl, or stimulated, ,..-ithout a remarkable' 
effec•t nnd co11tr11st on the feelings of the lattt>r : 
nutl the t•ffc•ct of a change from agreeable to ad­

Yl'l'l\l' influc·nc·es, or the converse, on the e::..1lrc•s­
sion of the countenance of the subject, was a!:! 
su<l<lon, ns it v.·ns grl'at nncl <'haracteristic. 

4.  Coutac•t of tl1e attracting !tands-that is, of 
right '"ith h•ft, or left v.·itl1 right of the agent nncl 
i;ubjt•<•t; or clo\VU\\ru·cl passes, v. hether free or in 
contact '' ith the tlrcss, 'nth either l1and of the 
operator, on the conYerse sicle or limb of the �uh­
jcct,-,,as nhno:-t al\vap; found to be productiTc 
of 1>lr.11.,·11ra!Jle :o.l'll"-'ltiou�, often of delightful, or 
felicitous, fcl•lin�. 

!i .  The 111er<• proxitnity of the ri9/1t hand of 
the Op<'rntor, on the rontrnry. to any part of the 
r�11l•t �id<• of the• body. fron1 the shoulder to the 
foot, '"ns al" ny:. productiY-c of repellent, and 
unplt•a!'oallt efft><•t ... ,�ometimes as in a feeling of 
rold, but u1orc· frequently in the manner, ap­
pnrPul I}, of an electric shock. These effects 
'' crl' cnriou11ly nu cl strikingly indicated by the 
Ki11gul:1r <'hn.ugt>ahleuesH of exilressiou of the 
couutcn1n1cl', the IS\YCOt and happy expressio11 

• 
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becoming gradually grave, as U1e ad\ erse baud 
approached \\ithiu a fe'" inches of her sin1ilar 
hand, or other part" of the san1t· side of her per­
son ; pas.,.ing into a frov.'ll, or expression of clis­
pleasurt• or pain, \\hen it appronc•hrcl so as i1C'::irly 
to tot1ch ; 1.u1d occasioning, by contact mth t11t) 
dress, if not before, a i:;udden " ith<lra"'al of the· 
hand or foot, ngaim;t the agreeable :sensibilities of 
\.\'hi<'h this viol<•uc-e bad be<>n doue ! By the 
pointing of o. fiuger, only, though at the distance 
of !>everal inchC's, on the iside of tl1e re1)ellent 
influence, these Rtriking chang<'S in the express­
ion of feeling, " ou1cl, u1 ,·ery sPnsitive casrs, be 
produced. 

6. Pas. ... e:- n11ulc• entirely clear of the dress, and 
on subjects iu complete darkuei:;.-; by reason of 
their close I) com pressed eyr licls,-wrre general! y, 
''rheneYer the sensibility \Vas co1isiderable, dis­
tinctly felt ; a11cl the position of the operator'� 
baud, 'vhcther in motiou or stutiouary, over any 
part of the body or limbs, ""Oltlcl, on the question 
being asked, be commonly pointed out. 

Up1var<l }Jr7sses over the limbs, (if they <lid 
not reduce the iuagnetic conclitiou of sleep) were• 
prod11C'tive of c·ffects, 'vhich, in tlifl'erent subjects 
of his, occasioned their being clc·srribed as " likP 
rubbiug up"·nrd n c.at's back ;" as being "Ult­

natural," or "painful,'' or "eolcl," or "clisagrt•e­
able, beC'a11sr they awaken." 

7. Eithc·r 11and of the s1thjt•et hc•ing extf'11c lt•cl 
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hy tht• }J/"OJH'r !ut11d of the in3-=criit'ti;cer. "·oulcl 
g1•11t•rally r1·1uni11 :-trctchcd out : and. by a ft''" 
lo11!{itucli11nl pa.-.-.1•-., touching the e'.\.teuded ar1u 
'' ith lht• point-. of lii.s fincrcrs, \YOuld bccomt• 
ri9i1I, 1n11l oftt•n rt•111ai11 so for a long period to­

gt·t hl·r. 111 this condition it" as generally found, 
that, 011 t ht• approach to ea(•h other, or contact 
of, the poi11t11 of the fiugrr · of tl1e princi1)fil..., in 
t ht• <''pt>ritut•ut,-att r11ttion or •re11 ulsion resulted, 
nrcording ns the hnnds \Yere of the converse 
tl<•Jlo111i11at iou, or the 1:>ame. 

rl'he ntt.rnctioH \>\UH ol'tcu flufficient to cause the 
rigid ar111 to rc• vol \'C in the socket of the shouldrr, 
j11i,,t us, i11 thP <-'1-peritncnt he, Dr. S., had de­
scribed, the UCl'dlc sui;pcuded on an uni,·er�al 
joint, follo\\c·cl the lllo\·e1nents of the attracting 
nHlguct. Thc ndYl'r!'lC influence, howeYrr, acted 
"0 far u11r1·rtai11ly as ouly :>01netimes to repel, but 
nt otlu·rs to rl•lrtx the rigidity of the arm, or, 
oc·c:L-.iounlly. "hen the d<'grec of sleep was l'light, 
to n" nkeu tht· snhje<·t. 

A. If, "hC'u the right baud of the subject "as 
th11s :-trt·t<• lu•cl rigidly out, the fingers of the 
opcrntor't-- ll·ft hand \Vt•rc pointed to"·arcl,, th� 
otht•r, n-. in tl11• ..,a1n<� l''-l�udt-cl line,-the clegrec 

of t<'lli'iio11 '' 011 Id h<! g<'nC'rally increased ; "h il-.t 
th<· pointiup; of thP fi11gen- of hi::> right hand, iu 
tlH' :;nmc lin<'. nucl nppronchiug tO\Yards con­
h1c•t \Vith thost• of the• subject's ri ght hand, wo11ld 
oft en cnnse the e:xlenclcd fingers to bend and 

' 

, 
• 
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collapse, and then, not unfrequeutly, the arm to 
fall do\Yn. In suscep lible cases-except 'vhere 
the rigidity was great,-tbe resolution of the 
rigidity tool{ place 'l\'."hilst the a<l.ve1'Se hands were 
at several il1ches distance from each other. 

As to this result, respecting the peculiar in­
flueuce of the adverRe polarities of the magne­
tizcr's band on the rigid arm of the subject,-he, 
Dr. S., might e�ltibit an experiment, in ordi11ary 
magnetism, which yielded, he thought, an elegant 
illustration of the analogy ex'isting bern·een the 

t\vo priueiples. 

For this he had provided himself \Yith a pail· 

of strong bar magnets, to the marked, or north, 
end of one of which, whilst resting flat on a 
stand, he attached, so as to project horizontally, 

a series of seYcral short cylinders of iron. The 
little cylinders, it might be observed, \Vere hollo•v, 
and "·ere com1ected, loosely, by a tl1rcad passing 
through the centres of a bit of corlc in each of 
them, so afl to admit of flexl1re, without entire 
separation, among tl1cmselvcR. As thus held out 
horizontally by the force of the magnetic a;tt1·ac­
tion, tht:y might be supposed to represent the 
condition of the rigid ar1n of the magnetized 
subject. Presenting, now, in the same horizontal 
lii1e, t11e other ba1· n1agnet-the differeuce of 
effect, from its different. poles, would be seen to 
be vE'ry st1·ik.iug. On presenting the soutl1 pole 
of lhe n1agnet iu his hanrl, so as to a11proximate 

• 

j 
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t111· t-eries of cylinders. th<' rie:idity was obserre­
n hi y int•r<•a>-<•<l ; hut 011 approaching the l:-el;('-4 
'' ith the north or nclv('l'H<' pole. (being of tl1e 
li:l.lllf' dt>110111i11atio11 as that of the sustaining 
111a!�11et) the C")'linc\(•r:-, it \\·oulcl be noticed, he­
c•n1nc succes>-ivclr dcta<·hc<l (n." the fingers of hi!'! 
..,11hj1·ct h<·gnn to collap�l',) aud nltiinately tht> 
''hole !'C'rics, "hC'n the nntn�onist magnet ha<l 
npproache<l i:;uffic•il'ntly 11<.'nr, fl'll down on the 
tahh•. 

0. Do"'llV\'nrd pnsHl' S, hy tho magnetizer's con­
' <'rsc· lialtd, aloug nuy sid<· of the i;gid arin a11tl 
hn11cl, generally <·t111t-1t•d n <•oucavc curratt1rt" of the· 
fi111.e<•rs of thc• ,.;ubj<•cl IO\\.nrds th(' sida whereon th<> 
111anipnlatio11!i ''Pr<' 1naclc· .-producing au upi' arcl 
r.ur\·ntnrc \\here th<• pa .. �{'s ''C'rc made abore tbc 
ar1n, and n lateral or tlo\\ 11\\ard currature, "hen 
th1•y \\t•rc 1nach· on the :-id1•:-, or l>elow. 

JO. Bei>idcs the S)ll'cinl nttractive and repcll<'n t 
iu fh11•11rcs, on pnrt-, of the body or lin1bs, a 

f/t'11rrul attl'tu·ti1·r i11jl11rnrr wns found to 1><' crC'a-
1 c•d by thC' p<'r:-011 of tht• operator on that of the 
s11hj1•c·t. 'fhj,., i11fh11·11c·1· "as c·ou1u101tly sucl1 n"' to 
produce a ft·c•liug, for tbc• tin1e and, under giv<'n 
c·ir1·11111 ... ta111·c·I', or gr1•at happines ... , and of attncl1-
l1lC'llt, b) ('OUSl'q1u·111•<', d11ri11,fJ t/1e Sfll//CP, to tb1• 
in:::truult'Ut:tl sourl'c uf it. On the retiring of thC' 
111a�1ll·t izt·r, to a Jilt h• cli .. r allt't' frou1 hi� sul>jl'c•t, 
n fcc•ling of clisc•otnfort, son1c·ti111e:; of intcnl'i<' 
nui..it>t y Yergin� to tcur1<, ''as found to take place ; 
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au<l. such 'vas the n1ea$11re of nttractivc infl.ucncc, 
und<'r these rircumstauces, that the 1-lleeping snh­
ject, as h� beeu slte\\ 11, ,,·ould so1netimes follow 
tbe 1naster-influencc in his 1uovemcnts about the 
room. 

1 J.  The la\\' of distance, in rc.qp('ct to the 
i.utensity of these influences, \Vas not dctermiued ; 
but most conclusiV"ely it ,,,-as she'' 11 to have a 
ratio of t11e nnfitre of that of other o.ttrncting or 
rc1)elling })0'' ers,-the po"· er diminibhing clearly 
\Yitl1 the increase of the distance ; ,·arying, not 
in1probably, as in other cases, in tho ratio of the 
squnr<'s of the distance, inversely. 

I ll. Of fj(111e1·al{y 1·cpellent ir!fittmlc<'s, of z1ersons 
an <l tilings, 011 tl1e fi1<'li11gs a11d se11sibilitie«; nj' the 
.�11�jert i11 t//e Zoistic !1-.f.agnetic condition. 

'l'l1C' results thus fur described belonged to iu­
flueucc• s, chiefly, it \Yo1tld ha•c been obscn·cd, 
bct,, ixt the 1nagnetizel' and his subject, " 11il:st uo 
othc>r magnrti�olS of persons or things were pecu­
liarly intcrfC'ring : but he, the lecturer, had uow 
to speak of influences resulting froru the presence 
or inovement� of pcr8ons near, and from contact, 
by tho magnctizer, either v. ith them or other 
things. 

l .  The general effect of pro:i..iulity, of other 
persous than the nu1guetizer, '\'Vas foUlld to be 
uupl<:'usaut or paiuful lo the suhject, n1ore 
especially "·hen any m0Yen1eut took place. Or-

• 

• 

• 
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di1111rily, a Jlt'l'"()U 1110\ iug, ''hell the subject " n,.;  

in a i-lccp-\\Hki11g, u11d 111oderately senbiti\ c, 

i;tatl', \\ U!! felt at i:.otnt yards di:.tance ; but, if the 
:-.lnlt• \\a.-. hight} t-l•u;.iti' t•, -n." \Vould more par­

ticularly appear 111 his furt ht•r at·couuts of t.\.peri­

llll'llt.;,-the m�ctiztcl subjc<-1: was found to I)(• 
so111(·tin1c� di .... turlH·<l hy the slig-htest moYemeuts, 
l'UCh as those of th<• hnncls, or ft>t>t, or head of 
1UI} of lht' pt>rio.ous prcscut, though seated in tht 
utost distant pnrt of th<• roo1n ; and to be 1>niu 
fully tli:-turbcd, or t•11.c·it<•<l, (it n1igbt po::..sibly bl· 

i11j11riously) by the ll<'ar :ipproncb, or rude <'Oll­
tnct, of ru1othc•1·. 

2. The iuflucn<'c of JH'rson:;, hO\Yevcr, " ho 
Jnight l>e seated 11t-ar nt the t•o1n1nencemeut of tuc 
e:\p('rim<'ut, or h<'iug ...,uh,.1•q11e11tly brought up hy 
the 111nl!Uetizl'r. aud placed c11 ra11J1ort "ith the 
ubj<·c•t,-" as 1111t fnuud, \Yhil;.,t no chaIJ�c in 

<'outact, or 1noY<'tn<·11t in p<'r:-011, took · placl', to 
bt• dL ... turbiug to the snbjt•ct under magnLtic ac­
tion, <'"<'n '' h<·u iu a \try seusitive state. 

a. Co11tact \\ ith thine;�, bU<.'h a:. the touch of 
a11oth1·r not hl'i11g 1:11 ru1111url, or the touch of nny 
article or U1i11� iu the roo111, h} the operator iu 
the l'\ J>eri111eut, '' ould be fc·lt, and that �0111t·­

t iu1t,., painfull�. in l'a..;1•,.; of delicate suset:ptibility, 
by the ,.;ubjl'l't. i\ucl the t'.\. J>t-rimt>nter beiu� 
touched or piuchetl by nuother, might )ield, in 
this cai;c, a.-. had lH'<'ll t!hc\vn, a reciprocating fl'el­
iug in the subjel't; nud hh; enting or clriukiug, 

.. 

• 
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htnve,·cr ca11tiously aJtd concealedly, might result 
iu cou1111u11ity of taste. Nor "·as this 1nysterious 
t ra11sfl'l'CJ1C<' of 1>ensible iJnpres:;ions fro1n the. 
:person of the 111ngnetizer to that of the subject, 

t·oufi11t•tl to iinprcs:sious so made "11ilst llH� par­

ties '"ere in contact : but n1igltt take place, 
hudet circu1nstru1c•cs tilvourn.blc for the develop-

111e11t of the ]>hcnorncna. (as furtl1er reror<ls \Youltl 
shew) "·heu tl1e partie" "ere sf•paratecl by con 

sideralJlc intervening spacl'!l in the room. 
But the Jlm·ticulru-s of tbc results of this order, 

ns devc:loped in a highly scnsitivr. subject, \\ould 
co1ne in " ith most adYautage, iu I heir proper 
place, in his descriptions of<-'� pc•rimentnl iHvesti 
gntions yet to h1• given. 

4. The 1nagnctizecl subject, he hacl E?:encrally 
found, (except in very lo\\/ states of mngnetizo.tion) 
"\Vas uuregarclful C>f quc-stious asked by the per­
�ons in the room, and often insensible lo any sou111l 
from their voices. J3ut in other ca..,cs, whili:;t 
there \\as a general inability to discer11 \\bat tl1ey 
111ight say,-n disturbing effect, as if fro111 clis­
ngrecablc i1npr<·�::.ions, "as not unfrequentl y 
ohi:.erved to take place. 

1'r. .1.lfot/ ijicaf ions o_( tltl' j>liC11QlllCllO, in )JO/ari�lj, 
and otlt11r j)<'Cttlinr ejfects, 1tlten t!te s111Jject, Afi.1-.v 
P , (with "horu the results of this fom·tl1 

section 'ver<' S])<'cially obtfillled.) 1cas dressed in 
silk or satin fabrics . 

• 

' 

• 

• 

• 
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1 . .1\ drcs. ... of rich �tin, in the ca'e of )lis:'I 

P , ''a." found to rc.•ndt•r the process of mng­
nrtization slo\\ <'r, and it.;; dc,·elopment less ener­

gt•tic. Tbe sleep '"a" not so profound, so that 
the <'ar "a." generally seusible of other voices bc­

l'idcs tbnt of the magu(•tizer. 
2. The arm could uot be made in like mauner 

ri�id, as with n drc.<.s of other 111aterials, "hen n 
Jong-sleeved satin drc:-s ''as \\'Oru. The fingers 
C'ould he c•xlruded ; but the elbow and shoulder 

jointA romniued flt·xihl<'. 
3. The sati1i <lt<w,1• \Vas found to be comp let t'l y 

insulating, l\); to <>xh·1·nnl attractions aucl re-

11ulsious. Passes, \\ilho11t <'ontact, over the satin, 
''ere in1perccptiblc. The proximity or C'ontnet 
of nctYeri-c hands, or f1•t•t, ''as not regarded ; nor 

clid contact over the clrc•-.!", of the ri9l1t band of 

the opt•rator '' ith the rZql1t �boulder, fill'l. or 

kuee, produce n11y rc\'nlsion of existing hap1)y 

ft•cling, or auy change in the countenance, or any 

nppnrt>nt couscio\l!"ll('�s of particular sensa.tiou. 

1.  '\Vb en the ft•<•t of the subject ''ere dra'' 11 

up bt•1tt.•ath the drt·s. ... , os inl'itincti>ely they ''('re 
\Yhl'u one of tht• ix·r�ous in the room approached 
th�foot of the �ofa, �he, l\liss P , no louger 
r<·ga rclt>cl t be iucrt':t"etl proximity. Her mot11t>r 
<'Ollld DO\Y touch the sofit, and even place her 
Janud OYCr the SUtill•CO\'Crt•cl feet, mthout llll­
pl<'n�nnt effects hciug part it•ularly marked. Ju 
fact, (lfl 1vitlthi tlte IJ'afin '' ni; i11sulated,-encased 

• 
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against external influcuces, like the tortoise in iti. 
shell I 

5. Inslllated, howcYer, as the satin-eovere<l 
i)ntts of the body were froni extc·r11al inflneuccs, 
they \Vere uot defended ngainst the general 
111agnetic or electro-magnetic arrangement ; bnt 
'v<'re nll indltctivcly inagn<'tized. 1-Ience, it "·as 
found, that any part, "·hich, whilst covered., "as 
cl<·{enclccl :from adverse polarities, became instantly 
susceptible if the insulating material wer<> re­
n\o,ed. But the magnetic condition \Yas 11ot 
found to be so intense in the general system, ns 

"here the "11ole person was enrobed in non-elec­
trics. It resembled the magnetizing of a soft steel 
bar by contact, at the extremities only, with the 
opposjte polt>s of two magnets ; the magueti.•un 
.. vns "caker throughout, tl1ough gc>nernllydiffused. 

6. By menus of silk fabrics, or other electrics, 
any pol'tiou of the body, when muguetizecl undc>r 
the most fayourable circu1nstauces of dr� and 
position, could be instantly protected from adverse 
n1agut�tism!'I. Thus, 'vith a silk 11andk<>rchicf 
iutt"rposcd, he, Dr. S., coulcl tottch, ''ithout any 
appnrcut cli!-1<'01nfort to the subject, her right bm1d 
''itb hih right, or her left \vith 11is left. Such, 

nlso, ''ere the iusuln ting cff ect.'I of oiled silk ; 
'' iudo"' glass ; pn.pcr covered '' itb sealing-,vax 
,·n111ii:;h ; india.-rubher, &c. 

7. 'The susceptibility of the Ullprotccted parls 
\\as, at the same time, as great as eYPr. If the 

• 
• 

, 

I 
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fin�C'r:. of the• op1'r11tor'!' i11<'ongeuia1 or repellent 
hand, ,�·ere bent O\'C'r thr. <'clg<' of the plate of 
�ltll'l', or C\ t1·1ult•d at all ht·yond the margiu uf 

this or any othc•r insulating �nbstnnce,-instantl}' 
t hr. brO\Y of th<• i-u bjl•C't "as i:;ecn to contract n." 

inclirnti,·e of n frl'ling of discon1fort. "\\lien he, 
Dr. S., slid his hand )',lo"l'· down the satin ... teev<• • 
o\·pr the ar111 of }!is.; P. ; the instant that the 
points of his fill�<·rs advanced beyond the pro­
tl'Ct i11g clrC's.;, th<· rc.•pulsion and <l.isturbaucc be­
c·n1r1<� runni l(•st. 

8. l11su1atio11 ./i·o111 t/1r l'arth, in both l\'faguc•t­
i�c·r nncl snhj<•c·t so fnr ns th<> iuterposition of 
thick silk ancl satin tiLhrir.s C'onld AYail-dicl not 
in nur '\\ay, that hc.', Dr. s., could pcrceiYC, di­
Tllilli"h or n1odify th<' <•fl't>l'ls. UuJPr thk arran�e­
Jlll'nt,-no in,..n}tiug runtl'rinl rorrri11g the snlljl·rt, 
or beint? interpo ... l•d bet'' i'.\t th<> i;ubject. and the 
lnn!?l1t•tizcr-hrr t·yc•,.. \\·1·r1· clo�ed in about tln·<'t' • 
lninutcs, aud the sl'Dl'itiYcncss, to repcllc·nt in­
fhtc•n<'<'s, "as fo111ul to hi> as great as under the 
most faYournhlc f'irC'111nstnnres. I Ien<'e, it ''as 
infl•rrc•d tl1at the i11flut•11cc• productiYe of the phc-
1101nrna bad uot. a-. in frit•t ionnl electricity, <1<·­
pc.•udc·ncc on the earth ; but mu,..t. like magn<.'tistn 
or voltaic f.>lc>ctricity, ha' l' its :-ources inhereutly, 
or, in tl1c nnhunl organization . 

!>. ?'\ o di,..turhnnce '' n._.;; produced,-eithcr in 
the stntc, of insulation of t hl' la.1:;t experi1neut, or 
under any other nrrnn�cmcnt1'4,-by jnxta-posit io11 

' 
• 
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Ol' COUtact '''ith the Uln""UCtizetl SUU0J C:'Ct ()I\ the 0 • , 

needle of thtl co11111ass, nor on the nercllc of a 
d11/ic11te ,t;11lt·111101netf'r, nor on the gold leaf of au 
rlt'l·fro11u•t1• r. )Vitb these seyeral iustrumeuts the 
circuit '' n.s  variously 1nudt•, a11d tht• modes of 

contuct \\ c•re \ nrioubly tricd,-ct1pecially i.11 con­

nection \Vith the point:- of the fi11gt•11' "hl'll the 
arins "·c1·p mn<lc rigicl,-but uo iufluence ,,·hal­

e\ l·r coultl be dctect<>d. Iu the me of th!' gal­
vanometer, he 1night n1entio11, th<' conuectio11 
''a,.; u1acle by 1neru1s of insulated copper \\ire-, 
aud the circuit \Yas completed iu sevc•ral <lilf\•rc11t 
1'""ays. 

I 0. Bar-111a_f711et.� \Yerc also tried, as '"� ll n:1 

sticks of e,icited se<1li119-11·rrJ: ,-lheir extrcmitirs 

beiug prc>scntt·cl to, or put in contact \Vith, t11c 

points of the f111gers of the ex.tended and rigid arn1, 
-but no :sen...;iule iufluen<'<', as to attraction or rt'­
pulsiou, "as, in the C'asc of Jiiiss P , ob1:1erYed. 

1'hese results, ho\\ ever, are not notC'd as proofs 
that no influen<'e 111ight he C'lieitcd tmder the 
aclion of more powerful n1ngnets, or more 
strongly excited electrics, or under more felici­
tous an-.u1gen1('nts ; but only as indicating '�hat 
OCCltrred in the trials, he, Dr. S., had hin1self an 
opportunity of tnaking. 

'fhe 11c·xt case to \vhlch he, Dr. S., should refer, 
as yielding phenomena \\'hich, in his tl1en ex-pt'-

• 
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rien<'e, "·<'re no' t•l to him, was one 
nllud<•d lo in his first h•t•lurt:. 

Atnclia 0 , n young "·01nan of about nine-

teen y<'ars of age, n1ninblc iu disposition, sli�ht 
and rather delicnt1• lookiu!!; in per:-;on, had beconu·, 

incidentally, the subjl•ct of <'xpcriment. She \\as 
frou1 the colmtry, nud kut'\\. nothinz, except hr 
brit>f preYious e\plnnation, of "-bat she n1i�ht 
prohnbly ex-pct;Pncc. In a few minutes she \YM 
under po\verful n1a�111·tic iutlueuce ; and, though 
lier eyes did 11ot rcrnnin )lOrmanently closed, it. 
'"ns (•vident, from ilt<• fnilnro of repeated attcm1>ts 
to 111ake her ''ink, tl1at i;he sa\v 11otl1ing. Of 

<"Xlc•rnnl imprc1Ssions, "hetbcr of sight or feeling, 
she seemed to be entirely insen::.ible. Any one 
in t11e roo111, ju�t 11...s ''ell m; the n13oonetizer, could 
touch her "itbout producinir any apparent dis­
comfort,-except '' ith a rultl hand. Pin<.·hit1g-, 
or ot11cr means of tnaking her feel, which could 
be tried \Yithout risk of subsequent unpleasant­
ness, ''ere utterly disr<•gnrdcd. In a fe\v mi.i1utt>s 
aftt•r the comm<'nccmcnt of the process, her prc­
,·ious grave tintitlity passed off, and was succecd<'<l 
by a condition, ''hen ll·ft undisturbed, of uncle' i­
nting enjoyment. Sometimes sh.e seemed quite 
ft•licitous. Sbe laughed, and talked or t-ian�, 
almost iucesNt.ntly. In talking she seen1ecl to 
have the actual nntl familiar scenes before her, 
'vhicb she descrihc>cl, or r('fcrred to, ''ith a 
charactc1;::;tio rsi1nplicity nnd innocency. I ll'r 

1 

i 
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singing consisted al�vays of hyrruis,-the senti­

rueut of \vhich she seemed to feel. 

The phenorne11ou, in this case, which excited 

most special interest 'vitl1 all the persons present, 

was that of community of taste bet,vixt the sub­

ject and the agent in the experinlent. He tasted 

\Yine, (a liquid which she greatly disliked) and her 

pleasant happy face was instantly disturbed. He 

took water, ancl she beca1ne co1nposed. He ate 

biscuit, (a small thin ancl crisp kind) and she, 
smiling, us enjoying it, made mo,rements of the 

lips and month as if eating. The effects were 

8imi1ar when six persons were interposed betwixt 
tl1e parties ; and, in e''ery variation of the trial 

-except, when he, Dr. S., went out of the room, 

and beyond a thick \Vall-the effects were simi­

lar. When the eA-perimenter was out of contact 

in the middie of t11e room, with his back tmned 

to the subject ; when he stood on au ottoman 

covered, �vitl1 a view to insulation, \vith a sillc 
handkerchief; and even when he retired into a 
further division of the drawing room, and ate 

and drank, and drank and ate, witll the separat­
ing pru:·tition, to which folding doors were attach­

ed, h1tei-posed bet,vixt them,-she gave exactly 

the same tolrens (except in degree) of dis like to 

wine, and relish of the biscuit he tasted, as she 

had doue when they were in i1nmediate contact. 

A thin sweet biscuit which he, Dr. S., also tasted, 

1:>he relisl1ed exceedingly, and remarlced, that 'the 

• 

-

• 
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:;\\ 1·t·t bi,-cuits cnn1c from )lrs. \\--s, :-he 
t,nl' \\', bec•nn-.c s/u• had takl•n them i11 '.' Iler ob-
�c·r\ atio11", :\Up<'raclclC'cl, on the rcspecti\"e ncc•on1-
plh·hn1C'nts of the rooks of the t"o household-., 
\\t•rr. at 0111•c cbnrnC'tcri ... tic nud amusing. 

'l'hc orclinary ine:\n!", by gentle procE"'"l'', fiiih•1l 
in "aking hc•r up : hut, h1• ing somc\\"hat r1·lic,·c• 1l 
fro111 her pr<'' ions UU\Yillingness to mo,·e, :-he ''a-. 

takl'll up stair:;, to rest, nt his, Dr. S's., rcqnc•st, 
"ht•rc shr '' ash1•cl hc•r hands, still in a t:itntc of 
somnn111bulit;u11 rc111111rl<ing that the water (of th1• 
11at11rH1 1·c1npPrat11rc) \V!lil ""nrm. She slept it oil' 
i11 a fc\Y hou1·A, nud l'OK<' of hrr O\Ylt accord, at I 111• 
ll!"Ual tiu1e, quite "'c•ll. 

J\ t11ircl ca .... l' , tht> ln:-t he, Dr. S., sho1lld, in the 
�c·ric ... of n1cr1• <'XJlCri1ncntnl iuvcstigation .. ,ndduce, 
_,,ru, one '' hic·h, to hi111, ha<l ) iE'ldt"d >ery siugu­
lar i11for1natiun nncl ch•li!?l1t. It "°as that of :\li:-s -

II , to ''"hlch, in his fir..t lecture (pp. 29-3 1,) 
he had rC>fc•rrt•<l, "ith rr.�pcct only, ho\YC\""cr. of 
\Yhat he might cl<1,;i�11att' fill i11frotl11rt01:iJ setl/11'1' , 
)>ut "hic•l1 ha<\ bc1C'Ollll', iu s11bseqt1ent <'XlH'l'i­
JUl'Dt:'! clurin!?; thr<·c u1orc Ion!?; slmlces, iuc•reas­
ingly import:U1t, by rc•a:-on of ne\Y in>estigntion-. 
under i111prov1•d t•xprrirnce. as "ell as inten::;cly 
intC'rc!'ting in ue\V or une,-pected effe<'t ... , n11cl 
in s<•ieutifi<·u lly rousi:-tC'nt deYelopments. l�or, 
ino!it aclvnutngcously, n.s to the eliciting of -;11c•l1 
rc•,nilt�, it huppc•11C>d, thnt \Vhil::-t this Indy pos. 
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st•sst•cl, nat11rally, a hip;h dt•grt'l' of sensibility iu 
lt•1111u•rnn1c•nt, an<l po<'try of C'haract<'r.-her ge111'­
rnl i11tellig-e11ce and lllt'lllnl <•nlti,•ation, qualified 

l11•r for yirlding dt'\(•lopnu•11ts or various pht' 

no1n1·na, under sin!rulnrly liv1·ly nntl clistincti,·1· 

<'hn rartt>ri-.tic.;;. 
Thl• experiment:> ''ith �liss I I , were n1:ule 

at the residence of Capt. P , and. at the 

sc(l11rrs now to be <lt•-.rrihl'<l, in tl1e dra,yiug­
roo•u. This roou1, it should be noted, was so 
co111n1o<lious and spncio11l-i that, '' h<·n the subj1>ct 
of nxpcrilneut \Vai:s 011 a Hof'ii ut•tu· one of the vYin­
do\v:-., the compa11y prt•s1·nt (\\ hit·h varied froru 
b ulf -u-<loze11 to about tiftt•<·n pcr:;on:s) could b<· 
dispt• r,.cd at cowiderablc tli-.tnn<•t•s,-the princi­
pal part being gcuernlly �catt•d on, or in a liue 
'' ith, :i -.ofa. oppo:.ite to tilt• '' intlo"·· so as to 
n<ln1it of a clear intl·rvnl in the middle of the 
roo1n, of at leru.t fiye yards. 

l\1ii'!I II , it "'lt.'i fou11cl, \\ lt."i  ..,o �usceptibl<> 

of the 1nngnetic irrfl.uc•ncc tltnt, \Yhilst recurubcut 
on the �ofa, her eyes co11lcl he pt•rn1aueutly and 

<•on1pl<•tcly closed, \\ith \'l'l"} ii1nnll cftort on the• 
part of Dr. S., ancl \\ithout a ... jn�le pass beiu.g 

made, in the collThC of frou1 one to three' minutt"�. 
St•n:-ible effects, iucll:t-cl, "crl' procluet'd by the 

quic·t and simple proce..;s hl'. l>r. S., had u�unlly 
adopted, '' ithiu half-a-dozt•n sc•eonds of time 
nftcr the contact of c•1u·h otht•r's hands. The 
prPvious smile chaugc•cl rapitlly, but by gradual 

I� 
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pro({rt .... , into a gra' � C.'\pre:'siou of countenance 

-n f,.,, l'light �prunnodic startine,s occurred-the 
<'yclids, nt hric•f iuh•r\'als, ''ere transiently :_.hut 
-th� hr;lcl bo" l'cl or fell ru,ide, follo"'ed by a 

bri<'f tl.\VnkC'ninc:, n.-. of one jlTh"t falling a.sleep-­
and thl'll the ''}'<':. bl·ca1ue finally closed. Shortlr 
aft<•r'' ards, i-01nc·ti1nc•s \Yhilst a few passes were 

h1•i11g nlnclr, nncl sometimes before, a sweet and 
pc•culiur antil<.' of child-like expression, and indi­
<•ntive of gr<·nt happiness, 'vould beam upou the 
countrnnucc, \Vheu, conversatio11 and experimrnts 
c•ould fortln' it11 he• carric•d on, "itho11t particular 

<'ffort of '' ill or intrution on his, Dr. S's., part, or 
risl( of n\vnlccuiug 011 the part of his subject. 

Th<• ph1•11onlrnn c•licited in these experiments 

''<'re, as to tlu·ir gl'ncrul characteristics, similar 
to ''hat hacl lwc•n ob�erved in some of the en..� 

''hich be', Dr. S., had already de$Cribed.-par­

ticulnrly in tbo"e of the )lk:,;e. L , W , 

P , alld G . But tl1('o'e with )fis H-­

,,.l'r<· rbnrnrtc>riz<'d by !'en.;;;itiTeness, by diversity 
of dl•vclop1nrnt"', . by advance into the c�� of 
thc> hi�ht•r nnd n1ore mysterious effects,-it1 
drgrl't' nucl iutcrC'::.t far exceeding lVhat had beeu 
<'�hibit<•<l in any pre\'iou,, individual case ,,;thin 

11is C\ 1><•rit•11c•t>. 
Not, ho" t•vc•r, to go over the ground again 

whirh he· had llitltt•rlo hel'll traversing, \Vhere tllt' 
t.•fl°<'<'ls c•licit Pc 1 \Vc•rc but ordinary in thf'ir charac-

I 
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tcr, 11(' shoul<l confine himself, 1nainly, to th<' 
description of developments presenting, to his 
mind, something ne\v, or more c11aracteristically 
scientific. And as it. 111ight be cou,·enient, for the 
sake of order and co1npactr1ess, that the develop­
ments of the vnrious seances, obtained through 
the m<'dium of this admirable subject, should be 
classified and cast together,-he should uo'v 
proceed, first of all, to clescribe,-

1 .  Tlie e..i·ceediug susceptibility of tlte subject to 
move11u.•1its of JJCrsons in the 1·0011i, <ttul 1t•it/1i11 or 

near the ltouse. 
In the first and second seance.9 with Miss II--, 

-various experiments had been made, as well as 
numerous incidental effects observed, in respect 
to 1notie11ients of persons present at the time. Her 
sensibility was such that the smallest change of 
position, or e\'eu mov<>ment of the head or hand, 
of any of tl1c company, wns productive of un­
pleasant fcclings,-as indicated by the <'Ontraction 
of the brow auil the a.ltercd e>.1_lrcssion of the 
1nouth,-as \vell as, not nnfrcquently, by a sort of 
spasmodic action ou the bod}' or limbs. The 
reality aud e>.1:ent of this sensibility bad been 
repe.1.tedly test<'d by movement:> desigue<lly made, 
on his, DT. S's., s11ggeslio11. The 1·esults \Yere 
most dc>cb:ive, ns to ru1 extraordinary perccptiou 
in l\{iss II , of r\·cry mo\•ement, though the 
parties might be sep:1rated b) the brt•adth of the 
room. 

1 
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On rt•<•on,..i<l<·ri11� lhl'Sl' l'ffl'cts, it had occurred 
to hi111, l)r. S., that it n1il(ht he objected- :firmly 
ns t1l<.' <'Y<'" ''<•re t•lnsl'd I hat she hacl po�sihl} 
l1eartl and uudl• rstoorl, the intimations given by 
the ('\.peri1nrntcr, nud i-o bl', and others, might 

hnr<• hccn cl1•cph·<•<l. 'fo 111eet this imrurincd 
objection, he had provi1l<·tl liir the tl.tird sea111·11, a 
large scrceu-it ,,·as n clothc:--fr:une, of about 
tt• n fcc•t " ide and �crcu hi�h, co,·cred complct<'ly 

\\ ith fold� of li11c•u-\\ ltieh \Vas placed bet1Vixt 
tbc parties in t h1• roo1n, nn<l the subject under 
oxpcritucut. ThC' !:!Crco11 \Vas about nine f<·ct 
fron1 the sofa 011 \\ hit'h 'fiss H was lying, 
aucl nbout i,j, fc•ct fro111 nuother sofa at the bat'k 
of the roo1n, on \Vhi<·h fi>ur ladies ""ere sentrcl. 

To n'oid the Ut<l' of "ords capable of guiding the• 
£\nhjt•ct,-could she', hy n11y iutuitive operation of 
1nind or i1nngi11nt ion, h<l\ c e:\hibited the effect::; 
:-he n1ight kilo,,· to be <':\pC'ctc·d,-he, Dr. R., had 
prc•part>cl a 1't•ril't:1 of '' 1;ttcu directions for the 
guidnnce of hi,.; us ... isti11g frietHb, in �hich cer­
tain 11101·r111r11ts, <h·:-i!?.'11l'cl to be 1nacle, \Yert> iudi­
cated b\· number:; in!itt·ncl of \vorcls. Ilis umueri-• 
c·al '-i1.,"11nl-. "cr1· to the follo" iue; effect :-

1 .  Let one of tht• party rise cautiously aucl 
11tan<l up, \\ithout other u10,·c1nent. 

:.?. Stretch out the rig/it hand to,varcls the sofa 
oppo�ite. 

3. Htretc·h 0111 t l1t• 11•/t h1111<1. • 

1. Raise t•ithC'r haud aho\'I' tl"• heacl. 

• 
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,,, S1l do,-.ii. 
' I  hu:; prepared, nncl "hilst l\Jii>s H ,,.a:. 

i nclicnting great co1ttc11tt•1h1css and happiue,.s 
u11cler C'outat•t of lht• propt•r h:111tls, he, l)r. S., 
(•allt•<l .. oftl\, "uu1nht•r on<'," "hirh ,,-a._ carried • 
iuto c>tl'C'ct in an:-:olutt• :-ilt•111·1· ; autl int'tantly the 
bro\\· coutrnctctl. au<l thl1rc "as 111auif�t npp�ar­
ant'l of di,;turbant•1•. "� 111nher t\\ o'' bei11g rallc>d 
0111, the clistnrbnnt'<' ,,a . .; inl·reas1·cl. " Xnnlh<'r 
t hrt'l'" produced n liliC cff1•c•t. "X umber four" 
oc•c•asioned btill �r«atcr cli,,turhaut·t·. \.fter "1111n1-

ht•r five" had ht'l'll c•allc•1l, hut fc�v u1onH•11ts 
elaps1·d hc•fore all '':ts rt•posc and happiue;.s in 

the· cxpre:s..-;ion of t•o1u1tc111u1t·c of )li;.l' H . 
'l'he e::o..perirueut \\IL" r1·1><·atc•cl sc\ Pral tinu·s nt 

tlu• third sea11re, aucl ,·rrifi<'cl at the fourth, by 
clifl't•rent iudiridunli:;, in i'lll'CC$ion, behiutl the 
!'C'T<'<'ll. Someti111t'S it '' as v·aric•<l b) caJliu� fu..,.t 
of uJl-'· uum her t \\ o, .. -n11d thu,; f{Oiug through 
tht� H<•ri<'>< of u1ovc·1nrntH of tll(' hand'> \\•hil:-t 
:-t•atrd. 'fhe effects \\'c•rc• i;in1ilar, though uot so 
great. A still less l'ffcct, it "as t Ii ought, in the 
dt•gree of clisturbaurr O('C'1trr1•d, ''hen o. lady \Vith 
a '""·'1in clrrss obc• vrd the• call for the \ariou." • 

1110,·rmcuts, than \\ith 0111• \\t•ari11!! a :.·ilk tlrc•:;s. 
'flu.• .-..creen \\a.' :-ill h"l'<!lll'lll J )' O\'t•rlnifl, ( abo\"l' thl• 
prt•\ ious co,eriI1_ of liuc•n), \"\'ith n quantity of 
sha'' !;;, clonks, &r., 1nadt• uf l'ahric•s of �ill, :u1d 
:-ntin, " itb a vie\\ of a,;t•1·rt.1i11i11g, "hetht'r thc-.c• 
111 i�ht uot intercrpt !-Ionic• of I he 1 nrliaut inttu<·ncc. 

' 
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On t"·o or thr<'e Rcrics of experiments, after the.> 
lna11nl1 r of the for1n<·r, being made, the result::; 
R<'cmcd to justifr the anticipation ;-the effects, 
gt>11crally, tbough �irnilar in naturt' to the forruer, 
&crmrd to be con�idcrnbly lrs� clisturbing. 

But the disturbiu� influence of personal mo,·e-
1nents wa." not litnitcd to intcn,al'I of fourteen or 
fifteen feet. Persons mo,ing in the hall ''ere 

felt hy l\liss JI - ; tn<•n ,,·orking on the la\vn 
some forty ynrcls distance product>d distnrbancc ; 
mid carts, paHsiug i11 ti lane \\hen about a. hundred 
yar<ls off, W<'l'C ohscrvccl t.o hl' ea·ceedingly <iis­
tnrbiug. Some of theso effect:>, 110\Yever, u1ight 
possibly he th� rt�sulL of sotllld, or vibratory 
artion, on the subject of experiment, the sensi­
bility of whose faculties appeared to be siugularlr 
gr<'nt. 

2. Tl1e a(/1·r1-.'il' (11lff r111cllrnt electricities (�) of 
all rt'trancot1s substances, as to tlteir actio1i 011 tltc 
11Wf/Ueti:ecl :subjert. 

In uRing, n.s if intcrchane:ealJle, the ter1ns 
rlectriril!J and 111a!111etis11t, "·hibt tlescribing 11h; 
t:'\ peri1nent� "it h )liss 11  , he, Dr. S., ''ottld 
�nnrd hiw;<.>lf against the supposition of his doiug 
i.o l'ither in loosl'nes,; of l'"XpresRion, or as if con­
i-iclering thl"�C influences identical. Hi::; reason 

for uot at onrl' substituting t•lrctricity for mnguc­
tiRn1 i11 hiR grnernl rl<',;criptions would bercaftf'r 

nppear ; bnl, 1ncau\\hile, h<· should fec>l hi1nsclf' 

• 

I 
l 

• 

• 
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free to adopt either term, for tl1e occasion, ju�t 
as tl1e one or tl1e other seeu1ed the best adapted 
to the apparnnt character of the phenomenn. 

Any sulJ�tance, \Vbatever, taken up from an 
adjoining table, or from tbc floor, or from the 
hand of ru1other, produced, in Miss H , an 
effect like that of nn electric shock, "'bcncvcr 
such substance was brought into contact " ith the 
hands, or fl:'et, or indeed any part of the body, or 
on eit11er i:-ide of the body ; the shock being 
almost as l)O\V<•rfully felt through the dress, ai-; 

on the uucovcred hllllds. 
From tl1is effect it "as inferred, that all sub­

stau� had, naturally, a quality of elecb·icity, or 
of some other subtle influence, ad>erse to tl10.t 
of the lllaguetizecl subject. 

And "�hilst, as he had before shemi, repellent 
effects were always prodncecl hy a toucl1 of the 
hand, or ltnco, or other parts of the body of the 
experimenter, on any pait of the body or limhs 
of the subject of the sa111i> .tide; it also "°as found 
that if either han(l of the experimenter, bad hnd 
but 1no1ne11tttr!J contact \Yith any t'xl:raueous }l<'r­
son or substnuce, hanug its untural polarity, theu 
it bec :.une repellent and uupleastUlt to the suLjcct, 
no matter ou 'vb.at side, or part of the body, it 
might be placed. It might be further stat<'d, 
that such ''as the inductive influt'nce of these 
ad,-erse rlcctricities, that, after eiilier haucl 
of the operator had touched, (or, he belieYecl 
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hn<l h1·1·11 plat't'll \ t•ry nl-nr to) his own per5on on 
tbc <'Ot1Y1·r.-1• :-idt',-its act ion "as found to have 
b1·ro1111• rt>pt•l11·11t to the suhjt-ct on the :>ide even 
'' h<'r<', in its undisturbed polarity. it had been 
'' ont to ha\ 1• a sootluu� or a plea::.-urable in­
A111•11t•1•. 

:J. '1'111• 111 lffruli::in.<J q/' the atlterse or 1·e1Jelle11t 

rlt•l'frir itirw, oj· bodies or s1t/Jsta11ces e.1•traneous to 

t//1• 11u19111• ti::ed s11fu'ett, bJJ tlie breatlting thereon by 

t/11• 11u1,1; 11et i::er. 
U 11til ht', L>r. S., cliHcovrrecl this simple method 

of nc•utrnliziug cxtrnucou.s electricities, or re­
ducing tl11•111 tu the co11diliou of his own polarities, 
-hi� <''-pl'ri1n1•nts on the effects of contact or 

proxi111ity of l')l.trtwcoui-1 1;ubstances with hi'> very 
'ill!i<'t'pt ihlt• suhjt•ct, ha cl b1•r11 surrounded '' ilh, ap­
parently in�xtrirablc cmbarras--"lllcnts. Thoue-h, 
indt>rd. ht· 111i •ht reduce hi:; O\\D repellent local 
polnritic,.., into ... o tnc 1111·nsure of conformity " ith 
tho c of hi" subject. by persevering in contact, or 
111uki11� pnssl' .... on the parts ha,;ng ad'ter,.;e con­
dition .... of n1n!?fH•ti.;1n (or <'lectricity) -ancl, by 
l-itllilar trentu1(•11t of t•xtrnncou"' sub:;;tances. might 
bri11� th1·111 into lik1• <·ongeniality ; yet these pro­
c<'ss1•s \\l'l"<' oft('D nttcndcd \\ith such great c lis­
ro1nfort or paiu to his kin<Uy confiding friend, 
nutl Ho1nctinH''i rc•quirt>cl so much time for the 
l·cqnir1•d purpose being cfl'ccted, that he '"as 
va.;t ly r1·liPv1·1l n.11<1 ui<lt>ll ,,·hen he fotu11l,-that 

• 

.. 
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'' 1ult hatl pre ''iousl y been a \VOrk of ro uch diffi­
culty, 1night now, by tltc nlerc act of brratl1i11.q, 
be accomplished in a n1otnent ! 

Thus \Yldlst an instantaneous touch of any 
part of the left side of his sensitivli' �ubjt>rl, \\'ith 
n finger of hh1 l1:/'t luuul, hacl inYnriably occa­
sioned a start, as if by an electric sltoclr, \\'ith n 
change of countcuuuce from au t";:pressiou, per­
haps, of extreme happint>ss to that of displeasure 
or distress, the Raroc act being done after 
merely breath.in; on th(• points of liis fingers, "·as 
attended eitht-r by an agreeable, or indifferc11t, 
rt•sult . 

In lil{c mariner contact ''ith e>.tranrous Stlh­
stance:;, ,,·hi<·h ordi1iarilr procluced a cou,rulsi\'e 
i-wrt, would oft<'n be l:\UStaiitcd after breathing 
on the erratic baud, lJy '' hich th<'y \Ycrc taken 

up, "'ithout the smnllcst indication of eill1er pniu 
or dislike. 

But the phe1101nC'na C'licitecl, unclcr the alte1·-
11ate action of the natural or adYerse polarities, 
and of the nt'ntra1ized <'Oudition, \Vere so truly 
astonishing and beautiful as to deser,·e more 
particular d<'scription. 

�'hen, "rith a stick of red ,\·eali11g-iva.1', taken 
from off an adjoining table, he touched t11e h::wd, 

or arm, knee or foot of Miss J{ , 011 either 
side, she started, as if conyu]sively; nnd '''hen be 
repeatE'<l contact after contact, on the stune side 
or part, several repetitious of the shock, thol1gh 
\vith a gradual di1l'liin1ti<111 of intensity, took plact• . 

• 
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• \ftcr T('UC\\ in� the adverse coutact of the sC'aling­
" n\. "itb the tabll', or "ith the hands of one of 
the Jl<'rsons in the roon1, he a�ain touched the 
haud of )li:1:. I I , ''itb it, and, a" before, there 
'' al:i a co11,·ulsive i.tart : he then breathed 011 the 

''ax and airaiu touc•ht•d her, "·hen, instead of n 

sl1or!.: nncl fro" 11 in the tact>, there "as a quiet 
co11tc11tc<l sn1ilc. This cxpcrimeut, varying, in 
all ('011c<•i\ nhlt· \\ ay s, Luc uun111er of contact '' ith 
ndvcrAc s11b:;tnnc<•1-1, he rC'peatcd, during three 
sca11t'f's, nt lum;t o. huudrcd times. And so ropid 
au ct c•tirt nin Wl'l'l' l ht� chauges-\Yhen, for iustnuce, 
ho toucht•cl l\liHs l I -'i; hand ''Tith the sealiug­
\vn�, 111tcr11utt>ly after contact with the sleeve of 
l1i:i <'ont,nnd aflt•r hreathiugupon it,-thattheynp­
pcnrccl nhsolut<'l y 1nnrvt>Uous : for there was now 
n shock nnd fro'' u, then n smile of satisfaction ; 

110\\· a shock, theu a s1nile, as rapid, in their 
ehnug<•,;;, ns th� "C\'t•rnl inanipulatious could be 
etfcctetl, tu1d n.� sp<•cific and cbnracteri,tic in the 
l'fl'l"t't .... , as tht• re .. ult:. of anr process in electricity 
or 1nn�neti,1n \\hntever ! 

o, also, ''ere the re:.ulti;, "·hen contact with 
hi:- hand, hn' i11�t1tlr1•rse polarity, \\as made, before 
nnd after hrc·11thi11g on it. BPfore the breathing, 
tl1erc ''as n l:itnrt '' ith a fro"-u ; after the breatl1-
i11�, 110 i;tart, hut n complacent smile. In like 
n1n11n1•r, \\lu·11 hiis J1 ro11er baud \\·as applied to his 
suhjr<•t, nfL1•1· coutnct "' ith some extraneouJ-- 1iuh-
11tlu1ce, or '" ilh thu ,,·rong :side of his body ; t11e 

.. 
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relative effects, before and after breathi11g tl1creon, 
\Yere similar :-for \vheu the act� of contact ancl 
breathing '' ere made at intervals of scarcely two 
secoucls of time, o.ud, alternated hy n11mrrous 
repetitions, the expected phenomena. always tool< 

place with equal cele1ity nnd uniformity. 
fie must not omit, ho\,·ever, here to 1·cn1arlc, 

tl1at the ncutTalizing effect of breathing on hi1> 
orn1 hond was distinctly local. It made no 
chai1ge ou the genf'rnl polarities of the rest of his 
system. For, ofter the haud hncl been so ueu­
tralize<l, the sl1oulder, elbow, lrnce, &c. of tl1e 
tiruue side, \Yere found still to posse.ss their dis­
ti n<"tivc Jlolnrities. 

Similar experiments to those he had just (les­
cribed, with a variety of S\tbstances, possessing 
very different qualities u1 respect of ordinary 
electricity, were also trie� nud with correspond­
ing results. Glass, rrystals, v1etal.�, silk, paper, 
&.c., \Vere subjected to the same kind of process. 
In some of them, iudeed, c:;prcially in the case 

of electrics geuerally,-it \Yas needful, he imn­
giuecl, to hand.II' the substance aud breathe upon 
it longt'lr than 'vith a non-electric, before the 
condition of agreeable neutrality i:;eemed to be 
proclucecl But this conditio� after a little 
per>1evcrance, '''as iuvariabl y found to be pro­
cluced. 

The effects of brenthiug, it s11oulcl be obser,·ed, 

''"ere not pcruliar, ru; by l':Xpcrilucnt, he bad f otmd, 

1 

I 

f 1 
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to I la<• 1111111:111 or nuianal electricity. f.'or on C'\­
citin!{ a sl ic·k of se11li1111-11·ll i, or a CTlinder of • • 
!/ltts.�. 11111lcr nt111osplu·ric <'ircu1n'."tances bi�hly 
f:l\ 011111hlt• to the clt•ctricnl clcl"clopment, he found 
he c•n11l1l 11c111 r:alizt· its action on a delicate golcl­
l<·nf clt•ctrotnl'tt·r, in u fP\\' moments, by this •cry 
proc.•t·�s. No 111att1•r "hat \\lli> the cause, 
'' lu·tlu•r the hrcnth, the dnmpness, or the for<'e 
of nir, I ht• rt•sult \\as similar to "\"\""hat had been 
r<•nlizccl in t )1(• <' \ pl• rirnf'nti; he had described. 

lu thl' <'\p<·ri1n1'ut:1 'vii h thi:; youi1g lady, ho\\·­
<'Vt'l', it \VHH iluportnnt to notice,-that she hc.·r­
H<·l /' \·\'Ilk t h11 nrt 1111/ 1•11•ct ro111t1fl!r,-an electron1t•tcr 
of ('''"lisit<· ill'llSihilit r au cl cll'licacy. For \\hilst 
no <•h•ctricitit>s or u1ag11c>tis1ns in her, could be 
na:ult• f o iillc\\ i;cusible action on hi;; delicate 
guh a11n1111•1!•r, <'lt•c•tro1netcr, or compass neccllc ; 
:-hC', th<• suhjt•r.t, '' n." !-<'llsiblc of electrical, or other 
chau�e-., ''hic·h, prohahly. c·ould not be detected 
by a11y i11-.tru111cut c\·cr yet fabricated or densed 
by 111a11 l 

1. Tl"· i11&11lati11g z1ou:rr of ,./Prfrirs. 

'fhis iinportant faC't in uatural science. "a:. 

ht•antifullyc,hibitccl int ht• ca.se of1lh.;sH • . It • 

wn:-; not, ho\\ c·,·c•r. until aftc>r he, Dr. S., had dis­
COVl'l't•d th<• neutralizing effect of breathing, so a.-; to 
h<• nhlc to tlisen1 harrnss isucb mo.tcrials of exi:>tiug 
C'lt·1·t rit•it il'H, that he \Vas ahle at all to connect 
thc•i;(' <•fl°C'l'ts with I hc1 1·c·11nlt:o; attained from ex­

tH•a·i 1n<•11t� \\ ith 1\1 il'l' P- . 
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i\liss Jl  , '' hil-;t u111lcr the tnngnctic iu-
ftllt'uce, being an r(l'rtr11111rtcr, ug hl' had stated, 
of l'xqui�itc �t'nsihility, rnusccl all insulating s11h­
i>lat1C<'S, on the early trials, uppareutly to tail. 

Bllt, under th<• ueut ralizi11g process rcferr<'d to, 

hl• 1tltirnntely found the1n abundantly nnd chartlc­
lt·rh-ti<·allv effcctiT<' . • 

'l'hus hann� brt•athed O\ t'r a shc·et of paper 
CC)\ ered mth red '-C'tlli11�-\\ ll '\ Y3111ii-h, \YWCh. 
pr<•viously, had occasionc·<l soincthing like a ::.hock, 
-he founcl t11at ''hen it '' ns lai<l ou his ri�ht 
knc•e, the hand of tla� sa111e si<k· of ::\lis::i II. \\Ou lei 
rc::.t quit tly thereon. ht-in� clf'fc·11cl<'cl b) its perfect 
iuf.ulatiou fro1n t11c disrordaut influences. nut 
"hc•n the iuterrc·nine: pap<.·r "n.s "itl1<lra" 11, 

instantly the face "oul1l be darkened by a fro\\ 1 1  
and the hand !-.Uat<·h1:d a\\·nr . • 

'fhe effect of fill.I<, co111pnrcd ''ith the deYelop-
1111"11t� in the case of 1\1 i�:> P , '' a.s, ou his 
C'arly trials, mo:st pcrplt•...:iug. I le l1rul place<l IL 

1:1illc hauclli.er<'hiet� '' ith a \'it'\V to ini>ulation, over 
his rig/it knct• ''"hirh ''as rontiguous to the rig/it 
si<l<' of his Sl1bjrct ; but ''hen he ntternpted to 
pln<'c her right hand upon it, the :.ilk ''a." founcl 

to be repellent lihc the knee it-..t•lf; aud ''hen he 
thre\v the haudker<'luef, :L.., be took it from the 

klll'e, upon auy part of the right 1:;ide of )Iih'i 
1 l , it occru;ioucd a slauddt.>riug repellrucy, ns 

of tm adYerse 1:lectric•ity. 13ut having brcathc·cl 

011 uu<l through th<> hnnclkc· rchit·f, it no lon�cr pro-

... 

-
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duced clis:con1po!lurc in the subject, no n1attl'r 
011 \\hat pnrt of ht•r pl.'r,.cn1 it inigl1t he I hro'' 11. 

\'7ith the :;ilk bru1dkt• rcbicf thus neutraliz<•d by 
breathiug through it, tlH· rc•nlity of its prot<•ctin� 
po\\ t'r \Vas beautifully shc,vn. Being so µre 
pared, uucl lnitl O\'<'r the t"<perirnenter'..; right 
kn<'<', the rig-ht hand of the subject, naturally ad 
verse to su<·h a contac·t, ,,·as placed UJX>ll it. 
''h<'rc it rc·1X>scd in pcrfc.'Ct quiescence. \\11il:-t 
so i-ituated, be, Dr. S., 1-lo\\ ly and cautiou'ily 
clrc·" a\vny the hancllt<'rchicf from bet\Yixt tbe 
rcposiu� l1ancl ruicl t1u� HUHlaiuing knee• : \\ hc•n, 
al the vc•ry instant that the insulation \\�as violated, 

the nnn of �� J-1 , bc·udiug at the t.•lho\\ 
joint, ftc,v up ,,;th n �uddcn, and rather ,;oh·nt, 
blow again;.t her shoulclc•r l At different sl1111rrN, 

ancl on !lCYcral occasions, thi:; curious and bcauti. 
ful experiment ''as rt't><•atccl. Somethne;i 111• 
engag<'d the attention of his subject by con\'('r:>.'l.­

tiou, ''hi hit the 'vitbdrn,,al of the silk fabriC' "m; 

stealthily going on; but the result was utterly 
independent of either thr attention or "ill of his 
subject. Tlu." bending of tht• nrm was al" nys the 
same and nl\vay1> as sudden. It remil1clccl hinl, 
though n couYerse motion, of the release of n 
spring bayonet attac:h<'d to n blm1derbuss '' hit•h 

be happened to poi:isc.->:-, iu "·hich the bayonl'l 
ftew out, "ith startling 'l'locity, the it1�ta11t tht� 
retaining bolt or trigger \vn:i withdrawu. 

Another striking iu1:1ttul<'C of iusulation, \\ hich 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the Rev.
W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

• 

ZOIST[C �fAGNETIS'.\1. 95 

was shewn 011 two different occasions, d('..serves 

yet to be described,-consistiug of the insulation, 
in silk, of the person of one of the company. 
'rhe Honorable l\1rs. W , heing dressed in 

silk, and with a gown so ample as to touch the 

floor all round when she was standing at rest,� 

covered her head and arms, at Dr. S's. suggestion, 

'vith a sm�Jl silk. ma.utle, which \Vas lying loose 

at her hand, and then, being beckoned forward, 
walked 1-lp to \"\'itbi11 about a yard of the magne­

tized Sl1bject. Under other circumstances the 

effect \Voiud have been alu1ost convt1lsive;  but 

now the approach of l\Irs. W , so thorougbl y 

enveloped in silk, '\Vas harclly noticed. But v.•hen 

a hand was cautiously thrust out from be11eath ; 

or \Vhen the mantle was just opened in front so 

as to expose only a very small portion of the face, 
aud but one eye,-tl1ere was instantly a start and 

a frown iJ.1 Miss I-I , (though her face was not 
in that direction) with a disturbance so increas­
ingly distressing that Mrs. W. had either to renew 
her insulation, or retreat to the farther side of 
the room. 

By these experiments, he, Dr. S., conceived it 
to be abundantly shewn, that the electric con­
dition of the sensitive m�ITJletized subject, and 
the insulating power of electrics,-as originally 

developed in Miss P--,-were not the effect 

of any icliosyncracy, il1 her case, but phenomena 
of a genet·al character iu Zoistic l.'\fagnetism . 

( 
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I 
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;,. T/1r r11111·t•rsi1111 n.f 1n1ii�f11l injlictw11s i11to 
11len.�11r(l/.J[r sr11salio11.-r. 

'fhj., rl•sult "n."' r1·nlizl'd on, perhaps, a huudrt>d 
trials, 1n:ul1'. at iuterya)s, <luring the fo1rr long 
,<;/t111tt's "ith �Iiss 1 1  . ..:\s any seYeritie:-. in­
ftictctl duriu� tlu· 111rt!!llt'tic in."ensibility, ,youlcl 
he f1,lt, us injuri�, on the a''akeuiug of the sub­
jt•ct, ht•, J)r. S., could, of course, make trial of 
uo pniu -giviut.t ttt•tio11 bc>yond piucltiug, or i>rirk­
ing slightly '' ith n pin, and to the extent only, 
it1 !'ii hl'r 1no<h�, to \Vhit•h pl'r:>o1u; in sport n1ight 
try the s<•nsibiliticH of one ruiother. 

llnt t hn uff<•ct of thPi;c, orcliuarily, pain-giving 

procei;scH, yit•ldt1d to hiH mngul'tized friencl, undt'r 
tl1t• action of hi!S 1u·o11cr ltand, only plea,surable 
se11Natio11s. On pitu·l1i11g t11e top ofl1er left foot, 
\\ilh the fi11�cr and thtunb of his ri�ht ha11d, 
therf:' '' as ah\ a� 1-1 :u1 indi<·atiou of enjoyment, and 
i.o, thnt tht• harder he pinched the more exprt>s­
si\·C' and oh\'ious "1•r<' the signs of pleasure. 
Soml•ti1nr:. �be'' oulcl laugh out, a:> if in � ce ... · of 
t>ujoy111t•11t, and, being lli'kcd, "°by she laugh<'cl, 
!'he ''ould rt·ply-"hccausc it i." so pleasant." 
' rry ofl<'ll a • ..., h<• pinched her, it1 order to she\\ 
to otht•rs the c·uriou t>fl't-ct, �he ""ould say-" l 

lik<' that" : "go 011": " it is delightful": just a.s 

i11 t ht• orcliunry stat<' of the human system the 
like proct·ss ,-,oulll give 11nin to the sttbject ; so 
it1 the 1nng11ctic 8tatc, nncl wider the proper 

polariticH, t11tn·ti '' erH r11gularly produced the con­
trary f<'<•li11iz!'I ! 

• 

• 
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'l'l1c l·lti•t•t of pril'king \\ith n piu \\:L-. equall}· 
c·uriou-.. For 'cry 1na11y trials, indeed, he had 

hc·cu �rc·atly ttnbarrn�. c·d on finding a pin hauded 

to hitn, or thro\\ n to hiin. or taken from a table, 

aJ \\ nys p roducill:.t' n suddc•n start and frown. .\.nd 

tbou�h he• 111•11trali1. t>tl tlu· clc•ctric·it} of the hand 

'' ith '' hit'h he• took up tht• pin, he found the eff1:ct 
th<• !itU11c•. Or '' h1•11, ha' in� taken up the piu 

aucl droppt• tl it 011 lh1· pct'l-iOH of the subject oyer 
the ceutrt• of th<• <'l1cst, he hncl br1:nthed on his 
hnud b1•forl' he took it \1p,-l1<• :still fouud a shock 
and pain prodncc<l. JI<' found it difficult to be­
lic,·e, iu rc•spC'ct to tl1t•st• r<•s11lt1,;, t hn1 t lie small sub­
stnnt·(> of th!' pin c•o11ltl i11 it�elf retain a quantity 
<>f l\tl\'C'l'h(' infhtcncc sutflcicnt to produce the 
cttC>ct� h<· "itnt•s-.pcl, {Jlt itnatel}, be inferred, 
that part of th<• t•ff1•c•t 1ni�ht probably be due to 

the c·lcctril·itr iueh1c-Pel 011 his hautl in taking ltp 
the• pin, l'\Cll \\h1•11 ht• hud had llO contact mth, 
but onl) pro\:i111ity to. nn ndvcn;e polarity ; b\lt 
�till !-Otnc rc•p,•llt•nt quality, after all allowances 

for !"U<'h iuflul·nc<» -.c'l'Ulcrl to abide in the metal 
of the pin. 

Ila, iug, 110\\l'\ t•r. t•ftt•l'tnnHy neutralized the 

l-'lect1;city uf tht• pin, and of his o" u right band 
\\bil�t holding it, he• fouucl the action of its point, 

011 thl-' huntls or f1:<•t of i\li1-<� II- , just as plea­
S(lllf nR th<• net of pinching ! The more he 

priC'kl'd, thP 111ort• :-1)1<• l'Hniled approvingly. If he 
CJllPfllioncd h1·1-, " l1<• t h<'r �he \vould not h<> clis-

u 
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plca...;;cd on awakr.ning, to find herself pinched or 
prickecl ?-�he nJ,,ay:. said " Xo, I shall not." 
" l  like it" : ''do it al!'ain" : "go on:' 

Thnt pain, in the "nkiug state, "ould have 
rc:-;ultcd from the e t.-.xperiruents, he, Dr. S., hatl 
bt•('I\ nbuuclnntly i-ntisficd by the met, that the 
foot of hi,; young fri<>nd ''as quite sore the clay 
nftc•r tht• third s!tutce, ancl the bancl, \vhich, in th<.> 
fourth .�111111'1', ht• hncl 11101'<' particularly practiced 
on '"ith the pin, \Vtl8 found covered '\Yith red spots 
i11 tl 1t' pla<'<'S \Vht·rc lie had iuaclvcrtently pressed 
the pi11 '"ithin tl1c !'<urfuce of tl1e skin. 

'l'hc conr.l118ion '"hich 'voulcl, he conceived, be 
inevitably arrivt·d :it fro111 these resultR, u1ust be 
coufir11111tory of the statements so frequently put 
forth,-a.-; to tht• adaptation of the condition of 
ruc·:o1n<'rized patient:> for the undergoing of 01>1'rll­
tio11., '' ithoul either nn'-.iety or pain. J.'ro1n his 
0\\'11 cxpcrhu<·ut:;,-110'' i1uperfectly described,­

hc, J)r. S., fl·lt fully conYincecl, that, had the 
opcrntor, in nu :unputntion, l1ad hi:. patient in the 
condition of i)[iss I!., '' hibt he was relati,·cly i.J1 
that of l ht• 1nag11Ptizer. not only could an opera­
tion have brt>n pcrfonnecl l"rithout pain, but, 
p<>s�ihl). u nclt•r nn experience of plea.<mrahlc scn­

sntioui-; I 

<.I. Tiu· 11/f14r/on<·11/ o.f tliP ltands,feet, Sfc., of tl1e 
nu1911etizr<l su�jrl't, iuonoveab{y, as to any pou•er iii 
/i(•1·s1'I/� to t/11• s11/i1, or to flt1• .ffoor o.f tl1e roo111. 

• 

• 
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Of this species of phenomenn, he, the leC1turer, 

had hitherto been himself jucrednlous. He had 

been disposed to ascribe to deception 011 the part 

of the operator, or intention on the part of the 
subjert, the i1heno1uena of this ldnd � hich he had 

witnessed in some public exhibitions ; and'' here 
he had heard of specific cases, altogether bryond 

i:;uspicion, because of the l<nom1 intc>grity of the 

parties, lie had still do11hted, in respect, to the e.i·­

ti>ntof t11einfluencc asserted, "°hcther th<' obscr\•ers 
might not ha,-<' been dec<•iyed ? All, therefore, 

\Vl1ich he could justly claim from those 'vho, like 

himself, had been incrcdnlous, '' ns to give 
credil to him and the lad) \vho kindly submitted 
to be his ubjcct of expcriinent, for thrir personal 
integrity,-nucl then, duly considering the record 
lie had to giYe of \vhat he had himl"elf, inst1-u­

mcntly, accomplis1H•cl, ji11le:e according to fair and 
ju t j11cl"'ment. 

Fincling, on his �rroud sltinre \' ith l\1iss H , 
!'uch a 'vonclerful po"·er and effect, mn,:,onctically 

or electrically, \Vhcn he brenthrd on any nrfic!P 

in a condition adver�e to the polarities of his sub­

ject,-it occurred to him to try, 'vhrthcr, hy any 

such process, as t11at referred to, he C'ould attach 
her 11a11rl to the bock of the sofa. ? 'l'hc i<lra of 

this experiment, as "·ell as the i-pe<'it>s of attach­
n1i>ut ]\e propo�ecl to try, 'vas stimulated in some 

degree bya matter of convenience, viz :-the !'rctu·­

ing his !llthj rc• t, 011 t/11• sofrr, (i,;hc httvi11�pre.iously 

• 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the
Rev. W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

100 ZOlSTIC )£�G�ETISY. 

folio\\ ed hiut '' h<·n ht• retreated from her !'>idc) 
'' hil .. t he !-ihould t1·y certain e�1ieriment ... , respec-t­
ing 1•0111tnu11ity of t:L .. t<', ''hen out of contact. He 
n1ndt• the co11t<'n1plntt>d trial, breat11ing on the 
h1u•k of th<• l>ofa nud then placing the fiat of :\lis� 

ll '.., lt•ft hancl 011 the s1l0t, ''hen, to hi .. no 
s1nnll surpri .. <', he fotlllcl i;hc could not remo,·e it. 
For, \\ ht•n he 110\\ r<•tirccl into the middle of the 
roo1n, thou�l1 l\'liss II nearly thre\V h<'ri,;elf 
off l h<· Hoitt i 11 the• <•tl'ort to follow, her hand 
rcnuii1u•tl Ht<·ttclily aflix<•<l. Ile next attacl1cd, by 
1 l1c like l)l'oc<·K�, the other hnnd to the sofa pillo,v, 
and hol h th<• ft•<•t to th<' foot of the sofa. All were 
found to bc- nttuchcd, as to any power in 11ers<•lf, 
in1111ov1·nhly. And so rigidly "ere the feet 
rrt11i11cd thut, thou.rh ht>, Dr. S., exerted con:,idc>r­
abh· fore<· in nttcn1pting to raise them, he wns 
unnhh•, '' hilst in o sittiug posture at lea..,t, to 
<'fl°<·C't hi:- object. 

Suhs<'quc11tl}, "hcu )fi,s II had follo\\"cd 
hin1 on tl1c floor. he tried another experiment of 
'' hi1·h he hacl oft<'n heard. and as constantly dis-• 
belie' <'<l ;-th<• rnaking of a line� or circle, on 
th<• floor "ith bis bnud. \\"ith the view of arresting 
thl 111ovc111<•11ts of hi., i-ubjC'ct "'itbin that invisible 
cor<lon. 'fl•<' trial, to lrih great surprize, sue•­
<'< t-11<•1 l :  fol' his 1-11hj<•ct," ho hadaforetimefollowcd 
him in his 111t>:uul<'ri11p arnid tl1e :furniture of t11e 
ruon1, '''l\R llO\Y 1:n1cld<•nly arrested ; and arrested, 
ns it np11eart<l, by t-uch irresistable agency> that, 

• 

l 
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iu her anxiety to pass, she t1upplil'ated in the 
tnost earnest and touching manner to be released, 
tb1·0\\ing herself into postures \vhicli, for expre!'l."i­
j,•ruess aud graccfuh1ess, 'vere fit for st11dies for 
the painter or statuary ! So touching and earnest 
indeed, ,,.ru; the ruauner of ){iss II  , �bilbt 
tbtis apparently held by nn unseen and almost 
\lllltllagiuable pO\\ er,-lhat those "ho mtnessed 
lhe scene were greatly mo"ecl by it, one of the 
laclies, especially, cve11 to tca1·:;. 

Explanation of tlli� strange phe11omenou, he, 
Dr. S., should not in the present place, attempt, 
CACPpt J1Pf}1tti1•el.!f, to givt'. 'l'hat il "-as not the effert 
of attraction, accorclin� to the ordinary nature 
of this principle, he had obtained, he thought, 
conclusiYe proof. Jie httd plact!d l1is silk haucl­
kcrC'hief beneath th<' hand " hi ch he attached to 
the bal•k of the sofa, a11d the1l raised, '' ithout 
undu<' Yiolence. the previously attached hand. 
The bandkerchief ren1aiut•d, w hcu the hand \Vas 
drtLWll off ; though the hand instantly fell baclc to 
its pince, when he relh1quished his hold of it. I Ie 
agajn interposed a book het'' ixt the ha11d and th<> 
sofa ; but the hand '' hicb had seemed to be 
attached to the book, could be raised, ,,·hil"t the 
book remained in its plat'e. 

Ju rellpect to the n"ppnrt•ut nttnchment to the 
fh>ur, too, hi� prest·nl t>:\pla11atio11 "onld be little 
111orc than uegatiYe. lt \VO." uot, he believed, 
from the forre of either nttraC'live or repe1Jent 

' 

• 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the
Rev. W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

I 0:.? 7.lllSl'lt' \I \G,l\TIS�I. 

f>O\\ t·rs in the mairnctizcd line on the floor. If 
th� attrat•tctl .... nhject bad not felt the act done by 
tho ma�ctizcr on the floor, he doubted whether 
:-he "ould ha' c hl'en arre,ted at all, in her 
atten1pt to st<•p beyond it. For on his quickly 
t on1i11g ro1111cl the srret•n, ''hen his subject, on 
tl1u other sidt', \\Os free to follow, and mak­
ing n ... trokl' of hi:. ha11cl 011 the floor, as he bad 
doll<' b<'lor<', -sht• crossed the inrisiblc line, in 
hc•r progr<'"" \\ hilst folio" iug l1im, \Yitbout ap­
vnrc•nt COllsc•ionsUC'sH, Ol' any interruption. 

1 lo 1uight 1nc·11tio11 in this connection, the c1n­
barr11s1-iiug t•frccts, produced ou the sleep-wallrcr 
'" hill'l1 follo\vi11� hitn, from pro:ximity of the par­
ticl'i }>l'C'Sl'lll at th<• seance. 'fhe painful sensation 
i-hc hC't·u1c·cl to t''-pcrit·ncc, a11d the sudden starts 
i;h<• 111adt', "h1·11 she c•n111c uucxpectedly near any 
one : tht• iudications of av<•rsion, or almost terror, 
t.bt• 1na11ift·stt• d, as nrrt•-.tcd in her course "hen he, 
Dr. S., ::.lipJ><'d bct\\i:-..t the chairs whereon mo 
Indies "er<• -.eat Pd,-,, crt' siu�ularly curious and • 
• • 
u1tc•rcst 111�. 

i. ('01111111111itg <!/' tastl' out uf' cuutact. 
In thl' fir:-t t\\o .�lu11<'l's, ht>, Dr. S.� had tested 

this strikiug phl•uotul'llon in a rariety of ways. 
I It• hnd t(nnid that nnr thiug taken from the 
labk', or lhr> haud of uuotht•r person, or even out 
of hiR o" 11 pockt•t, being a substance to be tasted, 
produrt•d, on his t•aliug or clriul{iu� it, disturbing 

• 

• 
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effects. r le thus tasted, '"ith his baclc turned 
to l\liss H , aud '' hilst he stood u1 the middle 
of the room,-a varietv of substances-such as • 
fruit, or ginger, loze11gel', ""iue, or "'hat was most 
ofl(•nsive, n dccoction of bark. Decided marks 
of tlistuJbauce instantly follo\\�ed earh trial of this 
kind; \thil�t Pfl'ects, as of extreme or sickening 
dh;gnst, \Vere producecl hy ll1e sy1n1>al hy of tnsle 
,,·hrn he tooJc some of the clecoction of bark. Ilut 
�till 1nore su1·prizi11g ''as the C'hange, from the 
suffering expression, or displeased sco"·l, ''hen 
having brf'nthed upou either of the articles pre­
viously so tUi::tressing, the features \\ere fo1rnd to 
relax, and, a' he contiuuPd to br<:'nth 011 it, the 
face at length indicated satisfactio11, "ltilst the 
lips and n1otLth began to move ns if enjoying 
sometliing agrC'eable. E\·en the <li'-gustiug de­
coction, after it hacl bt>en duly brt"athed upon, 
produced nn expressiou of at leai;t questioniug 
ap1>roval, if uot of satisfaction, in the sympathy 
of ta:;te l 

Uut the�e c'pcrin1ents being all 1nade '"ithiu 

the ordinary range of vision,- thougb, i11deed, 
uot visible, because of th<' operator's position, and 
of the clo�ecl <"Y� of the suhject,-it ''as 

dt'cmed desirable, in orclC'r to the demonstration 
bt'ing incontrovertible, to repeat t)1cm behind the 
tiPreen. Dr. S., haviug, therefore, !'ecured hi1:1 
friend m1<ler e).-periment from rising to follow 

him.- by breathing on the t.ofa and attaching her 

, 
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hands I hereto, ht• "t•nt behiud the screen, and, 
"·hit. t other:; natcht•d the t>ffeck-, be repeated 
11evernl of tlu· e\pt•rirnt'nt of tasting. On this 

O<.'C'n�ion he took lozenge:;, to eat, and �me i-trong 
t,.a, '' hi«·h he 111111 prt•pared in a vial, to drink,­
nnd the c•fft•cts "<•re prcci�cly as before. On 

tastiug nny of thc·o;c, as they fin.1: came to baud, 
!\l1i-" I t  -'i; 1•011ut1·11n11ce bl'ca1ne greatly cli!i-
11i1-ot11rb1·1I. Asl,iug her the reru;on, she complained 
-"it \\ Hs  1111plc•as1111t''-" 1:1he did not like it"­
aud 1·1'<(ll<'sl<•1l hin1 not to take it ! But just as 
IJ1·tin·1., \VIH•11 ht• last Pd 111ore of 1\ny of the same 
urticl1•t1 aftc�r hnnclling tllc1n ru1d breathing upon 
I hr1n, I he• 1•011111<•1111111•1• C'hau�C'd i ls expression, 

not u11fi·c·q111•11lly into t hnt of pleasure)_,, hilst 
�h<· "oulcl sotnl't i1u1·s nnsn er to the q11estion 
•· \\ hC't lu·r 11hu likccl i t  :"-" \""es"--or " 1norc : • 
11101'(' � .. 

111 t hc-s<• lat t<·r <':\ pc·ri1ne11ls 011 rommu1uty of 
111"11'. h<', nr. � .. \\ ll"' at a dktance of about 
t\\ l'h l' f1•1•t fro111 ;\liss 1 1  , \Yith the screen, 
c•o\ <•red \\it h li11c•u nutl silk draperies, :.tan ding 
b1•t\\ i:\t th1•1n � 

Furl her C:\pcrirncnts ''l'l"c also made nt the; 
fuurt h ·'·rir111'1', " hic.h st>r\"f'd for the verification 

of the results he hn<l just dc�cribed. Tasting, 
C'O\<rlly, n ,·nrit-1) ofnrticles \\hilst he held oneof 

\Iii-:; I I 's hnucll.'i, her alternate dislike, and 
i.;u1nphu•t>11t c•nclurance, of things unpleasant, were 
most chnrnctcristic of the peculiar phenoml'na 
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pre\'i<lttbly deter1ni11ed '1j.,,, I I , hO\\CYer, 
l'Cldo1n namccl the iu·tich• he tasted, 'vheu ques­

tio1H•d about it,-\\ ht>t h1·r it "fl" tnkru in con­

t act or at fl dista11cc,-b11t se<'lllt'd to reali;.:e the 
cli .. tincti,·e quality of tlit· tn.-.t1•. \\'hpn ht' ha<l 

1a1'1•11 fir:-t tinct11rt> of rhnbnrb, "·ith ''"hich she 

,, a. ... <'�ces,.ively a1111oy1•tl. aud then 1uint lozengt', 

-lie found that the t•ffcct could not be easily 
ohlitt•rated by tht• usual proct• .. s of ta--tiug a!?ain 
aftt•r hreatbiug. Sht> t•o1nplaincd, almost angrily, 
of this treatment, saying-" '' hy did you put 
H\lCh nnsty thingr; in 1ny n1011th r'' ·' l hntc 
I hc1n." .\nd even aftt•r hc, Dr. S., had take11 
1:<on1c \\ atcr-\\lti1·h ct•rl ai11l) cl id not materially 

benefit l1i.' palatc-.:hc complniued of his gi,·iug 

her all sort� of ua-..ty tastt•s in her 111onth '. 
Ont of C'ontact, and ngain bt·hind the screen, 

1 he effects \\"ere siu1ilar to tho"l' pr�viou,..}y 

Pli<•il(•cl ; but no nccurnt<• de-..i�nation, he �hould 

oh:.t·rv<', '\Va:> giYcu to nny of the· :>l' \ t•ral article-.. 
lie ta�ted iu the:;(• latter cxp(•rin1cnti;. 

8. J .r1li1111Jse af C'l11irrnya11r('. 
, 1'hough he, Dr S., did uot attach much value 

to his h-ial of thf' po'' c•r,., of his subject, in this 
111tu·h cli�pnted aucl my"t<'rioo!'l pro' ince ofhj,, rt'­
searches ; yet he thought it "t•ll to rommnuicatc 

the rt "ult of thi,. in\ C'"'tigntiou. I-le "·ould meution 

two or three part iC'ular:-, hl•ariug 011 the minor 

ph<'noo1e11n, f ron1 "hi<'h, they, hit> audience, might 

• 
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for111 their O\\ u conclusious. The facts, at least, 
. 

\\ t•rc ('lll'IOU�. 
.\ ffo\\ er Lin' iu� been thro""Il by one of the 

c·o111pnuy n1rui11st the hark of )li-.s H's. head, she 
stnrte<l, rntht·r ,·iolcntly. Ile took it cantiou.�Ir 
up, <111it1· out of her �ight, he beliered, had her 
cy<'" crt·u bt•cu opt·n, nncl, haring- breathed on it, 

rt'Jllnc1•d it 8ht• ''us UO\\' quit.> ·cent under the 
B:tllll' lciud of routnl't ns hnd, just before, been so 
pai11f11l to ht•r. ()11 nskiug bt.>r '·What it '' ru;  � .. 

i;ltt• rt•plit•tl, "1\. tlo\\ er." "\\'hat l\.iucl of fio"•er ?" 
"\Vhitc 1111<1 yt•llo\\." Tt \\ as a s11ecies of nar­
riKs11�, of tht• rolo11r1-; l1umed. 

1\ hook \Vlls ne\.t l1anclC'cl to him. It 'vas a 
rt•print of nu old <•<litiou of "Sir John �faun­
<I<'' ih•'s \ oigc· :11111 'fravaile,·· ru1d was opened at 
n })ngc routainin� n curiou.'-1 \Yood cut,-a man 
''it h a goost•'s hc•.nd. I IP placed it cautiously on 
the top of )fj,., I l's. hl·ad, nud :-he imrnediately 
hur:-t out in a laugh, remarking-"how funny," 

-"ho\\ <1uccr." •· \\'hnt i� it :·• Dr. S. asked. 
'·I don't kno\''," "R' the reply ; '·b11t it's Tery 

qu(•cr." J\llothcr pag,• \\ll." then applied to the 
top of tht• head. "here there wru. a cut of a bird 
"ith t\\ o 111•c•ks 1111tl t" o hc•a.cl,;. be expre$ ·eel 
;u11to} a11c't', and snid, "l don't like it : it's heavy : 

tnkc it n'' ny." "\\'ltnt i-1 it ?'' he enquired. "It's 

fi>oli�lt : tal�c il d0\\'11 : I don't like old books." 
•· It's not nn old book," be replied. 
repc·ntc<l : " l  don't like old books." 

"It is " sLe ' 

• I 

1 

l 
' 
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I-le finnlly �ugge:)t cd for her con�ideration a 
residence of his sister's in Yorkshire, askiug her 
to de:.cribe it. In order to bring it more fully 
bl'fore her mind, he described the general locality 
of the houtil\ as b(•rug about 8ix miles fro1n 
\\'hitby, near the railway, and proposed that she, 
l\li:ss EI , i;hould take n journ<'y \Yith llitn 
there. Ile then asked hc•r " if  she could describe 
th.e house ?" She co1uplained of " being too 
sle<'py'' : th<·n of "its being too darlt." l(ecping 
her to the subject, she at last said,-'· Ob, I tl1ink 
I see it no\Y-it's a '' llitc house ; but it is too 
clnrk : foggy." " Wbat kind of house is it ?" 
"Not Yery large : but friendly ; comfortable." 
"\\'hat is the form of it ?' he then enquired. "I;.; 
il high an<l 1111rro�,, 01· broad ?" "Broad : not 
very high," ''as the reply. "1s it nll the saruc 
ht•ight ?"' " No : it i:s higher in the middle." 
"Do you sec nny thing particular in the kitchcu ?" 
-he fui·tbcr aslted,-"Or any pi<-tnres in the 
rooms ?" " No :  it is too cla.rk ; I can't see it." 
"\Vhat do you see el�e ?"' "TherC' js a bridge." 
"What lcincl of bridge ?" "Red : it is brick., I 

I . 1 ., t llll_{. 
�o'v these• several particulars, cxt•c1>t what v;rns 

said about the lJridge, ltappeued to be correct. 
A.lid all, but thc:i bridge, he had himself thought 

about. There 'vere three bridgC'S vf'ry uear the 
house ; but no11e of them built of brick. VI' ere 
the particulars thus consistently clesrribed deri vecl 

' 

-• 

• 

• 
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fro111 pit•t urt·s in his u1iud ? Or ''ere they happy 
'!lU�<� : 1'o hin1, the rC',..ults, though cnriot1,., 
tlicl nut app1•:1r <•ouc]u,...i,·e. The facts were before 
hi ... nudie11c1· ; they 1nust judge for themscl,·cs. 

!>. 1'11t .�t11111rluti11g of· 11atural faculties, aud ef 
1·1l11ca t ion 11 l arq u ire 111e11 ts. 

J\.111oug tbt' great ,·ariety of interesting phc-
1u,1111·111t (•liritc<l iu his eAperiments '\Yi.th �Iiss 
11  , t hrr<• \Vn.-. uothiug in any of the results, 
he h<• li<•\ «'cl, nol l:'\'OU iu those of '' hlcb he batl 
h iu1:-;cl f IH•1•11 Ulo�t incrcdulous,-at all borderiug 
011 I hl' 1>up<•1·11at urul. Nor v.-ru; there a11ythi11g 
iu tht• hc·nutiful and nstonisbing effects he had 
no" to <ll'!-C'riul', 1Jcyoud \vhat might be reasonably 
n:;<'rilH·cl to nn C'\traordi11arv excitement and • 
st inu1latio11 of uatural faculties aud edu<.•ationnl 
ncq11ir1 • 111c11 ts. 

1'ht• pl1c·uornl•11a to "hich specially be referred, 
had r<':-.}><'ct to 1•xtc·1nporancous singing and dra­
rnntic at·tiot1-\\hich ''ere elicited in the manner 
he "oulcl no" ntt1·1npt to describe. 

On one O<'Ca,...ion-tht• la.st autl mo,,-t unportnnt 
.�la11r1· of t ht· s1·rics under re\ie1'"',-he hart 
arrt., .. tt·cl the progrc ... of :\Ii!':> H., whilst follo" ing 
hiu1 11hout th1· ro111n, by pas:-iug his hand rapidly, 
iu n i:.t•111i-1•ir1•ular line, over the carpet in advance 
of ht•r. 'l'hl• nnxh•ty .she evinced, as be, Dr. S ,  
rt•t irc<l fron1 hC'r beyond this species of magic 
h11rril'I', "ai; prncl11rtiv1' of action& ancl ::;rnilihh• 
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emotions of a highly interesting and dratnatic 
clescriptiou,-no\v supplicating, now coaxing, 
\Yi.th such singular variety of touchin� cxprc::.sion, 
as to bring out the feelings of her frit>1Hl'l in 
sympathetic !"motions or tears. 

Hut the n1ore remarkable E'ffects \>Vere elicited, 
''hen, at the S"ltggrstion of one of her friends, 
he, Dr. S., nsked lier to siug. For s<nne tinH• !-!hl' 
he;itnted,-' she doubted "'hcther she coultl sing ; 
1:;he '''as too Rlccpy ; too tire<l.' Urging h(•r to do 
so, ho\\ e\'er, ou the gronnd that he should much 
lilte it, sbc said, 'she would try ;' aud i-;o i:;urpriz­
ing: "as thl• result of the trial that the parties 
present >11'cre overwhelmed with aston i!>hutrnt an<l 
deliglit. I [t"r ::.ong \Tns an operatic piece in 
Cteru1au, which none of her frieu<l:s ha.cl ev<'r 
heard before. It ''as in fact extemporaneous; • 
yet elegant, varied, and beautiful. Fro1n tho 
highest nott>s \\itltin t11c compass of her Yoic<', 
'vl1ich \Yero sustained '' ith uudeviating softnPss 
and delicacy, sbP. '"ould de!lccnd h1 felicitous 
\Yarbling, and elegant conceptions of 1nusieal 
effect, elaborating her subject 'vith the happiest 
introclltction of minor passages, and beautifu1ly 
executed cadences ;. \Vhilst the admirable aud 
graceful notion, "ith '"hich he>r singing \\as ac­
compau.ied, yieldt·d a po,vcr of expression to her 
varied emotions, "hich '"as highly dramatic ancl 
be.autiful. Sometiines her feelings seen1ed elevated, 
as by a specie' of sacred ins]liration ; soruetimt-:; 

• 

• 
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the c�1Jrcssiou "as softly delicate and touching ; 
i-c>1n<'tin1e:;, ni; to\\ nrd� t be conclusion "hen shl• 
''ns portraying sornc incident of heart-rending 
!-orro'', bf'r n1i11gll'cl c·,prl'ssion of horror nn<I 
\voe \\-as of inimitnblc cffccti•eness. 

The po" <'r of highly sti1nulnted emotions, of 
clc,·ntcd. pure 1u1d cn1pn.s!-ioncd feeling1', thus 

dc•vc·Jopt•d in natural ac·t ion and expressio11,-hucl 
yielded, he '' ai:; authorized to say, to several in­
di, idnals of c·1tlti,ntt•<l ta!itc ''ho had participat<'cl 
\Vith hil11 in the cujoy1ncnt of the unoxpcct<'d 
(•xhibit ion, n 11H•11:-1u1·t· of nstoniKh1neut a11cl delight, 
isucb as, u11dcr nrtislicnl perforn1ance of highC'st 
111c>rit, they had rar1·ly rc•rllize cl. For hiuiselt� ht• 
nlight :;ay, it '' n.." the finest thing, of this species 
of talent, hf' bad l'Y<'r '' itne;-.ed. 

He, Dr. . ., hntl asked the friends of �fis� 
11 , if the} l1ncl c' <'r heard any thing Jikf' this 
b<•forc ? Th<'y had often heard and admired her 
singing ; but atl) thing nt nll comparabl<' "·ith 
this they bad never hl•ard. I-Ie asked the pcr­
for1ner hers1·1t� in t ht' fnlness of hi� surprise ns 

she concluclccl,-'' here she had learnt it ? " I 
n<•vcr l<>arnt it :" ''as the reply. " Where did 
yon get it then ?'' be n.."ked. " You �a>e it to 
n1e." " You arc not �peaking accuratt.>ly," he 

ndclcd ; " do not dcr<'ivc me." "If I did," i;hc 
aufi\\erecl, ",you \\'011111 k110111." 

But this intercstin� nncl beautiful scene did not 
t<•r1nin:i.te her<'. TIP hncl nt first touC'hf'cl, 111• 

I 
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belie>ed, by the way of e::..']>eriment, the place 

assigned, phreuologically, to the organ of tune. 
Ile now touched the place of " tune" and 

" veneration," aud reque:.ted :'.\[is:; I I , " to 
sing something mo1·e." I-low far nny result ca1no 

of this, his uuclil:luce \vould j 11dgc for tl1eu1selYr��. 
But, curioui;ly enough, it bnppc11cd, that shortly 
after he hacl r�n10Yed his fi11gers frou1 the speC'i -
fied contact, �liss H- began ap,-ain to sin!?;. It 
'YaS a portion of the b eautiful air of liaydn,­
" with vcrdttre clad." It "'as performed, as i:;omc 
who \VOi'(' prri:;�11t cle::;crihetl il, "ith an upliftc·d 
face au<l nngclic expression, ancl feeling of dt•vo­

tion., that "as truly sublime ! But she did not 

complete it. '· She forgot it ; ru1d v.'as ,·ery 

tired." 

No on<' but those present, it wo1tlcl be felt, 
could possibly appreciatP the n<l1nirable effect of 
this pe1fo1·1nnnee. I-Ie, Dr. S., ho,vever, had the 

support of differeut persons ,,110 '"itnessed it, in 
this opiuiou,-that his description ("·hichhe had 

put in "ritin� and read O\ er to tl1em) fairly 

represented the facts, and 'l\QS anything but 

exaggerated. 

1 O. Ge11er((f <'Qnrludiug re11u1rk.v on tliis >nost 
interesting case. 

During tl\e \Yhole of th<' time, withll1 the 

se>eral stfanccs, in "·hich the ex']>erime.nts, yield­

iug the r<·�ulti; 11t> hacl dr.srrihrcl, "·ere bciu� 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the
Rev. W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

• 

• 

• 

I I :! ZOIS1'1C' 'IAG:\ETlS�l. 

<'nrric· d 011 :-�Iiss I I , never, for a moment, 
thnt h1• oh!'t'r'·<·<l, op1•11pd hrr closely comprt':'st•<l 
<'Y<�litl!'. Iler state of feeling, when lying on the 

sofn, 1111cl frl' · f rotn 1u• tions or mo,·ement · of a 
distnrbiu� nature', "·a., m1iformly one of 1.tnppy 
<•11joy1nt•11t or fl·lirity. It \Yas a species of feli· 
(' j t Olis SOlll IHllrl h11lis Ill. 

E,·c·ry 111 l<'•npt, to 1nnkc her hear ru1d lmd<'r· 
sla1ul \\hat \\as said by tht- p<'rsons in the roon1, 
fn.ilccl. C�c·nc•rnlly t11<'ir voicc•s \Yere inaudible to 
l1t'r, though Ho111c·titncs, n lolul call ,,-ould pro. 
du1•t• a sli�ht dil-\turl11u1co. Iu order to test the• 
i11nudihilit y of other Yoiccs than his,-a11 an-
11ou111'Pt111'11l hatl hl'<'ll t" ict- made (not justified, 
ho" ever, hy fact) in n. quick lllld loud tone, of 
'' hnt it "us "c>ll kno\\11 \\'Ottld hn.,·e been n1ost 
!'tnrtlin!r to hc•r 11nd �he hrnrd it. But she con­
t i1t11<•cl c111ic•tly stniling ,,·bilst he, Dr. S., wa." hold­
iu� one of bc•r haucb. 

111 110 cas1· tlicl --he c:xperience any inco11,·eui­
r11<'<', fron1 the <•labnrat<• trial-. of experiments on 
hl·r. c·xcc·pt m<'rl' orclinary tiredness. which !"oon 
"t• ut off. Ou 01u· occ·a.sinn, �he was sltffering so 
lll\lC'h frcnn hl•ntl-ncbc before the seance COUl­
llll'll<'l'tl. ns to induce �Irb. P to bathe her 
forchc·ad nn<l l<•111plt-'s '' ith eau de coloh''Ue. 
I>uring the sra11r1· hr, Dr. S., bad noticed cx­
pr<·ssious i11tlirativc of continuance of tl1e pain. 
I le lllnrccl liiR hnncls on her forehead, the fiat of 
t lu• pa l111H, �' }H'll sho in11necliat ely expre::;srd hc•r 

I 
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!l;CllSt.! of relief:-' i-ht• likt•d that :· ' it took away 
her bend-ache.' i\nd "0 it pro"\'ed. for when she 
WI\.'> n"·ok 1: up -.he \\:ts fr1•t• fro1n pain aud 1:wr­
fectlr '' l'll. • ht· gt·ncrnlly !'lept "·ell aftermrrd�. 
and felt no uuplt·nsnnl t•ftC.•c•ts frorn lier pre'°iou.-. 

disC'ipliut>, aucl, so1n1•ti1nes, tryiuo- exercises ;-011 

the coutrnry, i-hc· f<•lt ht•ttC'r than usual (as it ''ai:. 
report<'cl lo hin1 h) frit·11d!>i of \[i,s H } and 
11nd bc<'ll n\orc fr<'<' fro1n nrrustomed head-acl1e. 

Sh<1 hud no rPt•ollP1·tion \vhatever afterwards of 

tl1e iuri<lc•nts \Vhic•h, to hrr friends, had been so 
strikill� and i11tc.'rt•Hting. She clid not kno,v, till 
tol d of it, that Rhc• luul h<'cn on the floor, singing, 
&c. A gPncral rr1•olh·rtio11 of happiness, with a. 

vn�ue ft>t>ling I lint sh1• hn<l hePn in sorrow when 
so e:\.ercisccl on th<' floor,-,, as n.ll that sbe seemecl 
to ha,·<' bc•t·u R\\ nre of. 

'''ht>u �Ii� IJ \\"al' following him about the 
rootn, he tnight fu11hc·r oh,.;l•r,·e, .. be sa1c nothing, 
ru; "be iutiinntccl, but her rna�'tletizer ; and "-hen 
quc·-.tioned u.-. to ho\\ -.ht• sn\\ hin1 sbe !:'aid-' :J.Je 
kne\\ 'erv "ell' : ·�hr f1•lt \\"here he "118: • 
'''hcucvcr he !-topped rt·trcnting from her, and 
took ont> or both of hl'r outstr"• tehed hands, then 
she \vns JX'rft•ctly !'Utii;tied, and her happy expres­
sion of ro1111tt•nn1u·1· " ns  in ... tru1tlr rei:-tored. One • 
curious vnri<'l} o<'currrcl. For the sn.ke of f'X-

pcriment, l1<', l>r. S., tool< up a i;ilk 1nantle lying 
in hii; "'H}, nud, '' hilst �Iiss H. "as following 

him, ht�ld it up hrfol'r hi:'! rhe�t and body 

Il 
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a\, niti11g her approach. lier anxiety to advance 
"·ru:. no\\ th\\artcd by the ad,·erse electricity of 
the ,iJk, "hich llroved effectually repellent. The 
conflict of fl•t•lliig and . ensation was strikingly 
cou!;picuou' ; nncl the mixed expression produced 

by tl1<' co11Bicting influences was extremely 
curious nncl interesting. 

It might be ndded, in regard to these e">.-pcri-
1ne11ts gcnc·rnlly, that a considerable flifference 
iu the degree of susceptibility at d:iiferent seances 
\VnR ohscrvnhlc, though less in tlie case of 
MisH 11 than iu tha.t of any other of his frc­
qucnlly tric<l subjects :-and he v.'as led to infC'r 
that thl' i;tatt' of the atmosphere had a. consider­
able influence on, what might be called, the 
electriC'al pl1eno1nena,-thcse being quite inferior 
in intt•rt-,t, be thoup:ht, ''hen the atmo:;pbere wa.<i 
damp and in n bncl 'tatc for ordinary electricity. 

The inftueuce and po'' er of Zoistic :\13t:,anetism 
in t·ertnin cli. eases, hn.d been so abundantly 
pro\'Cd by a large nun1ber of practical mesmerists, 
mcclicnl m<'n and others, that it could no longer, 
he beli<>vt>d, as a general fact, be considered a 
matter of doubt. The history of the success of 
};fr. Grratrakes, ''ithin the period of 1662-1666, 
-ns given iu " Douglas's Criteri.Qn or Miracles 
exa1nine<I," published nearly a century ago, as 
Wl'll as in Hcvernl other publications of the very 

r 
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timc-abw1dnntly :-hr.""'• not only that this iu­
ffueur<' ''a.-. ll"<'tl curnti,·cly nt thnt period, but 
" ith ,.<•ry surprizing cffct•t:-. 

In thi-. i1nport.:u1t clcpartment of practical 
utility, he, l>r. ., hncl hnd hut trifling experience. 
For ''"ith thr. objc<'t:-; h� had in Yiew, as already 
i-;tatl.'d, it \Vns n1orc nd\'nntageou..c; to make e:xperi­
mcntH 011 R1tbjPrts in hralth, than on patients 
suff'eriug under cliscn.c;e, as, in such. case, he 
could not '' i111 propriety have diverted the pu1·­
p<>K<' of rc•Jioving Ruffcring humruuty, by disttu·b­
ing <'X]it'rin11•ntA for ll1P eliriting of scientific 
priucipl<'K n11cl ph<'uorucnn. 

In thr r1,licf of h<'nc-1-nrhe, ariKing from iuci­

dentnl rau.,cs, h1• hncl hitnsclf witnessed and, 
indeed, instrun\entnll y proved, the beneficial 
effect ... of Zt)istic• rtin�uctisn1. 

But b<>yond tbi�. he hncl had one case of pecu­
liar iutrr<•-.t, '�hi1•h, though too limited as to 
time. for rcalizin� the bopcd-for benefits to the 
patient, ''a:- } 1•t :unply suffit'ient to shew the 
Nllutary i11fluC'nc of this ngrncy on the sy tem 
of the "\lfft•ring p:1tic11t. 

In this particular case, "-bich he had under­
takC'n at th1• r<· quc•st of a rlC'rical friend,-the in­
cu1nbent of the parish in "bich he was staying 
for a fr\\' dny� n!'I n Yisitor,-he had n1�on.etized a 
Indy wl10 '''fiS 1;utfC'ri11g under severe pain arising 

from orgn11ic diKC'aHo. 'fhc effect of the magnetic 
influt-11<!1' Wll"' 11ot only Hoothing n.nd happy, but 

I 
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totally O\ rrratnt• the ft.'<> ling of �offering, and 
rcsultt•d in 1t11\\0lltl•d sleep. Speaking to one of 
hl·r ... i ... tcr� of the f ct•fut� she had realised, after 
ouc of the 1·nrly t>'\JX'rin1rnt�. she said-'' I haYe 
b<>cn in hcU\"l'll.'' In ci�ht trials out of nine, she 
bad nl\vnyi. r1·ali:tc1l perft>ct relief from suffering, 
nntl 1u1 t':\.p<•ri1·ncc of the S\Yeetcst compoS11re ancl 
cnjoy1nc11t, though 110 sl<·ep, distinctly magnetic, 
'' ns l'\'t•r prochlrt•<l. Generally, the effect took 
place \vithin four or fivf• iuinutes after taking hold 
of lier h111Hh�. Ourc, ho,,ever, there "·as n cur­
iouR 1liffcrl'll<'l', "' hr11 l he lady, according to tho 
'' ishe1-1 of l11•r frit•nd.s, was attempted to be n1ag­
nctiz<>cl nftt•r :-hl' \\t>lll to becl. She was then 
i.ufl't•ring gr<·nt n�ony from fill incidental cau:"e. 
1'l1c taking of h1•1· hauds aud looking her in the 
fac«'. h} l)r. � .. yicldrd some relief ; but the usual 
pa.�<>:-, '' hi<·h \\'Cl't> al" ay..; felt to be cleiightful, 
('Oultl not ht• �ati�tnctorily made on account of a 
grrat tbirknc..;., of bed clot11e.... o,-er the face and 
clu· ... t, ho\\t'\ <·r, "bert: there was nothin� but a 

sha\\·l nbOYt' th<• night dre.,.,., the effect "as, O.'i 

fonnc·rl}. rt•lit·' in!! and pl(;a.sant ; but the local 
pnin, '' hic·b '' n ... rcn10,·ecl fro1n its ordinary place, 
lodgecl, us to i-1·nsation, at the >ery spot where 
thr points of lhc manipulator's :fingers rei-;ted at 
tht> trrrniuation of the pnsscs. 

Suc·h \\'lUI tht• preYniling and almost irnmediate 
reli<•f of s11il'c•ri11g, procluced in this instance by 
tht• i11tltH'n<•c of Zoistic Mngnf'tism, that he wn!; 

• 

> 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the
Rev. W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

• 

ZOISTI C 'I A.G'\ ETlS,I. J Ji 

strongly i1nprl':---t>d "itb the conYiction, even in 
local or orgnui<• cli-.1• ns<' c . of its practical benefits ; 
�o thnt, under a judicious and perse,·ering appli­
cation of tlu·�· 1n1·ans, n '' orld of ,.uffering might, 
in uuu1y <•a,..t• .. , be J>rc' eutc<l : and. that, though it 
�houlcl ti1il in henlin:r, the !'-pan of life, in all 
probability, inight l'c considerably extended. 

It y<'t r1•1nuiH1·<1, t ht• le1·turer proceeded to say, 
that he khoukl 11tllt<• hi� vie\' s of the rationale of the 
)>bt•nonl<'llll ht• hnd IJ<• <•n tlei;ri-ibing and e11rlca­
''ottri11g to t•luc·idntc. Not thnt he assumecl to 
gi\•t• n11y 1•0111·!11si' t� stnlt'111ent of the theory of 
Zoii'\lit• 1\lng11<:t i�111 ; but to endeavour to elicit, 
rt• lati' t•I y to r1·c·og11izl'c l :-c-it•utific principle�, such 
co1i.,id1•rut io11s ll" ini td1t nid in rescuing the phe- · 

non11·11n in '-OllH' d1·�rl't: fro1n the region of my'l.-
tl'ry ruul doubt. aud Uli�bt place them in re�on-
ablt•. a111l he \\ oulcl hope :tppreciable, relation to 
nt<·aus nnd l'tHl, cnu:ic nn<l effect. 

'1'}11·-.1• olij<·t•ts he 111iuht con' enieut1y proceed 
"ith under t" o lt•n<liug enquiries ;-What is this 
ID} ... tl·riou-. ngtu<'} ? J\11<l ho'' does it operate : 

1 111t• fir,.,1 of tht·s� gniding enquirit>S, nas,­
JT7u1t i.v t!tis 111,1;.vtrrious ageuc,11 9 

The r<·sulting phP110111e1u\ of Zoh·tic r.Iagnetism, 
had, as, in hi1:1 firi:;t lc.•cturC', he had more particu­
lar! y f.lht•;v11, vc>ry HI ril<ing nnalogit>� \Yi th those of 
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ordinary mn�cti!'m ; "·hilst the developments 
fron1 hi!> lntt·r inYe-.tigations indicated character­
i!>tics mor<' cli::.til1cri\·ely electrical. But whilst 

thl'. <' latter fact-, st>t>med to point so di:::tinctly to 

an ('}<'ctric oriJriu, yet he could not from thence 

infer that thi.; 111ust be rertai11ly ::;o. .::\.s to ma9-

nrtha11 nncl rlrrlririty, though principles in..;:;epara­

bl} <'<J..<''\h-,tl'ut, 11e <·ould not deen1 them iclentical, 
but, n" h<' hncl long contemplated them,-along 
'\ith ht•nt, light, <"he111ical ac·tiou, and other (•og-
110.te phC'no1ncnn, a .. '! tho several attributes or 
1n·flv11rf ie.'i of Ho1ne in ore mysterious and !3Ubtle 
ag1·ucy. And the snme essential, and hitherto uu­

dc•fin<· <l agenc•y, he bt• lie' ed to pervade the whole 
constitutio11 of the material world ; an agency by 
n1eau. of '°' hi<·h, aK the serYant of the Great Crea­
tor, Ile nppcnn- to rt•gulate and subordinate the 
crt•ntion to I Iis ''ill. 

'l'huM '' hil�t the;c various qualities in matter, 
_,, hi<•h lu·, Dr. S., considered as attributes 
of n tonunon originntin!?: ngency,-\Yere found, in 
inany c•ase ... , to be C'o-e:\.i.. ... teut,-no one of them 
could be fixed upon ru; the 1naster-po11:er; for 
t'ach out', in it:. t11n1, 1nigl1t he made the develop­
ing po\\·cr of the r(?:)t. So that chemical action, 
for instnttc<·, nti�ht be 1nacle to develope, at the 
i;amc tin1e, light, heat, electricity, m�onetis1n ; 
nn<l, C'OllYl'rsl'ly, n1agneth;n1 might be so made to 
opcrntc as to yield the phenomena of electricity. 
l1ea1, light, an<l thexnical action. 

• 

I 
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l lencc, it inu t be i.een, that the quality of a 
re:.ulti119 iuftueucr, cloe.'.- not necessarily corre­

�pond '' ith, or point out, the originating agent. 

The resultiug action tnay be ma..,anetical, as in the 

operation of the t>l<'ctric telegraph, "°hilst the 

imml•lliata u1reucy u1ny be electrical, and the 
i:ourcc of thnt ngcncy, a pnrticular order of 
cht>ruicnl nt•tion. 

'fhcsc 'ic\\ fl being uppliecl to the subject under 
coui;iclet·ntiou, dii:;couragcd him against asserting 
the co11cl ui:;iou, ho\\ ever probable such conclu­
sion inigl1t sue>n1, that the grand agent of the 
pht•norn<•no. in Zoistic l\1ngnetism 11it1st be elec­
tricity. It u1igl1t be 1:10; or it might, in its more 
remote action, })(� n1ngnctis1n ; or, still more 
remotely, it might be a species of chemical action 
produced by the clt•cou1position of portions of the 
h\1111ru1 sy-.;tcm, nud "0 occa..,ioning that perpetual 
\\'Cnr un<l tc•nr of the phy:-ical part out of \Yhich 
arise the nt•ce"-.ity for pt•rpetual reno,·ations by 
m<'nll" of foot\ uncl nir. Under such uncertainty, 
at lea."t, � to tht• actunl quality of the master­
ngency in Zoi°'tic �'I"!/IU'iu;u1, he had not hitherto 
felt hunself cnlh.'<l upon to change the designation 
he hncl cotnnu• uccd with for that of Zoistic 
l'l1•rtri1·ity , 11ot" ithstauding, he might still find it 
eouvc•nicnt to sprnk of it, in reference to its 
<rJJ)ltu·ent natu1·t', as C'}ectrical. 

But to return to his leading enquiry,-as to 
'"hat this 11\ ysteriou!i agency ii; ? 
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Tiu· prin(•iplt• "Jll'rnted 011, in the subject in 
'' bom the mnm1ctic condition might be de>eloped, 
nppcart•cl to hitn, Dr. S .• to be that ''hich "·as 
trousn1ittccl bv the ncn·es from the fo1tntnin of • 
the bruiu, or, iu otht•r '"ords. the 11errous i1t­

jl11e11r1',-I he intlucncc h} \\·filch the •ital func­
tio1ti. :111d U('tinn- organization are stimulated and 
carrit·tl 011, n11cl hy '' hich tl1e monitions of the 
''ill nnd in incl become effective in operation. 

l?ro111 t IH· po\\ t"rf11l 1u·tiou of voltaic electricity 
011 tho nuin1al titructure, uud ou the nerves of 
1111i1nnls rt• c•elltly dt>prived of life,-the nervous 
iufluc11cc has been ns�u1u<'d by many to be iden­
tit·nl "it Ii 1•lPl'lric•ity. But it ouly concerned hi!;, 
l>r. 8.'s, ohjc<'t, iu "hnt he had uow before him, 
to point out, in ordt•r to the consideration of his 
other 1•11q11iry,-t hat he held the mysterious ao-ent 
in Zoisti<' �Iu�nt•ti,.ru, ''hate\·er that agent mi�ht 
U<', to hl• idt·uti<·nl "ith that of "hich the nervou:; 
�y�tc1u '' tL'i the ' chicle and apparatus in opera­
tion. .1\ncl this n1i:rht l:iuffice to conduct his 
auclicuce to his :;c<'ond guiding enquiry ;-

1 1 .  II""' 1/1)1'.\ t/1is 111!Jslerious agency, in Zoistic 

},/a,11111•tis111, art Y 
l�ront the fnC'ts and phenomena, he had de­

scl'ibcd in tltc.'"C lccturel:i, it \Yould be obvious, 
that lht• 1nodc• of action of the influence referred 
to, n1ul:it l>e clirerl!e from its operation under its 
ortli11n1 y govc•rruneut. 'fhe nervous �ystem 

• 

• 
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bt•co1nc-., in c-<'rtai11 tn<'a.-.ure, subject to a ne,,­
aud c.,'trnucou!> �uidt·nce. Instead of the direc­
tion hcing fro1n t lie "ill and functions of the 
n1ng11t•ti,.l·cl i-ubject, it i:-. traru.-fcrred, in some 

rctllurkuhh• pnrtit•ular--, to tl1e �ent in the oper­
ation. Not in all particnlnr,, it should be noted, 
docs thi� trtu1:,fcrt•ucc of ngency operate : for it 

c\oes not 0\ t•r-JlO\\ t>r t•ithcr in\ oluntary fiu1ctions, 
or idtutity of 111iud ; hut the operation of ''oluu­
tar� ac>tio11s, 11t•rvou" infhH•Jl<'C:'i ru1tl sel.k"<ltions, 
nncl po\\ er of \Vill . 'fhc involuntary machinery 
of tlH• \\'0111h·rl'ul fal.Jric goes on as usnal ; tl1e 
opc•rntious of the: rnincl art', it1 many respects, free 
uncl ac•li\ <', uucl it" general faculties often i>ingu­
lnrly nli,•t• uncl <'fft'ctivo ; \Yhilst the 11rinciples of 
tht• 1nitul, n.'l iu his l'Xpt•rience had been strikingly 
l'\'int•rd, �t·t•n1 uot tncrcly to be retained, but to 
be refull•cl nu<l churac•tcrizecl by child-like inno­
<'t'll<')' 1111d purity. 

But, in uHtny other particulars, the m�onetic 

influcn<'t' of thc ngt· nt het'on1es the master-in­
fiut• uce '' ith the :;ubjcct. The nerrous current, 
so to �pt•ak, -.et•111-i, in the ·e re-i>ect:., to fio'v 
conv<'r:-t·ly. The "ill of the agent acts, in cer­
tain n1ust•ulnr rl'�ult -., instead of that of the in­
diYidnul. 'l'h<• c•ottn .. e of the ncrrous action being 
rcverst•d, th<• op<•ration of the influence by \Vhich 
11<·11sat iou is proclucc•d, is alRo, as to the suscep­
tible l:lllbjcct nt least, re,·erised. Ordinary hurts 
or injurie11, iuflicted on the subject, are not trans-

I 
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n1itt(•tl to bis perceptions : \Yhilst hurts, or sen._;;;a­

tiou� i1nprt',,t>d on the agent are conveyed, by a 

singular nun.o;tomosing of nervous or sen�rial 
current-., conrt•r ely. to the perceptions of the 
�ubjcct. If, iu th(• ordinary operations of the 
11erro11s iu tru1nentality. the brain be considered 
n..., nn rli•1·trir ft•legr1plt, transmitting, at once, 
monitions and po'' Prs of action : in the magnc­
t izrd i-;ubjt•ct the nt·tiou is, in measure, rever:sed; 
the \\ill of the 1uag11t'tiser uo,Y, in certain respects, 
opcrnting iuHtcad of tbnt of the subject. So that 
had \\'l' Uic• cn!)c of l wo persons mutually magne­
tizing c•nc·h oth<•r, \VI' u1ight expect, he, Dr. S., 
concch t•d, n pcrft•c·t reciprocation of all the in­
flucuC'es ordni11ly in1prPssecl u1,ou the subject,­
tht• ''ill of C'ach ouc becoming dominent on the 
otl1cr, uud i1npr1•,:-ions on the en._<;ations of either 
being felt by the otht.>r. 

I�ully to t•lnhorntt• Jij, ideas of the rationale of 
tbe-ic nltcr<.•d couditiom;, v.-ould carry him far 
b<•yond hi' propo. cd limits ; yet he must endea­
,·our to i;kctcb, nt. compactly as might be, consis­

tent v. ith it1tcllignhle11e'", their bearing on the 

prii1ciple vnrietic:- of phenomena he had already 
dc:.c.•rib<•<l. 

1 .  In rt·spe<'t to f/11' nto<le of <lerelop1nent of the 
1nagnetic condition. 

And horl' he 1nust refer to a principle found to 
b<• of very general operation in natural scim1ce · 

• 
.. 

• 

• 
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''iz., to t11e }JO\ver iu certain agencies of deve­
loping, elsewhere, the like latent qualities. Thus 
in case of electricity, or magnetism, the active 
po\vers of one body may elicit similar qualities 
i11  other bodie!i, ha,•iug a capacity for the peculiar 

influence, or in which the principles ''1ere e.'listiug, 
but dormant. Hence a magnet 1nay render, by 
juxta-position or canto.ct, a mass of iro11 or steel, 
previomtly i11dicating 110 pola1·ity, maguctic; 
au electrified body, by mere proximity '' ith 
nuother having uo suc' l1 sensible quality, uiny 
iu<luce in it an electrical condition ; whilst, in 
the case of combtistibles, the pol' er of one in 
action, ho\\·cver feeble, may developc the latent 
qualities of the other to an t1ufunited ex1:ent of 
<·011flagratio11. 

Hence, a. glimpse, if not a correct insight, 
iuto, the ratio11ale of Zoistic �fagnetism, may 
be derived :from our kno\vledge of apparerttly 

kindred sciences ; wherein, not imp1·obably, "·e 
have to deal mth one, and the �me, essential 

agency, modified, in the subject tmder review, 
by the animal orga:nization and t11e principle 
of life. 

The requirements for the deve1opment of the 
Zoistic �fagnetism, would, on the principle of 
development of othet cognate phenome11a, seern 

to be,-the pre'rious production of a magnetic 
or electric condition in the agent. If, therefore, 
by any effort or po\YeT of the agent, such a con-

I 

• 

' 
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ditiou "1•r1• produ<·<>d in himself,-it is but 
<'Onsistcnt '' ith the nnnlogic:; of science to admit, 
that sul.'h co11ditio11 utight po:,sibly produce an 

iuftucncc on, or yield development of, the 
111agn<·to-1·h·1•tri1• elt>u1euts or properti� in the 

.ioubjrrt "ith '' ho1n he is in counection. 
llut bo\Y way ·ucb a condition be primarily 

protlurt•d in tlu· ngl'ut r The answer usually 
gi' 1·11, 1u1d \vhich to bi1n, the lecturer, seemed 
snfticit·nt, ''as tht• efl(,rt of the niincl or n1ill of 
the ngcnt-ncti11g upon his nervous, or Zoistic­
M ng11cti1·, sysl<•in. 

Th(• philoHophy of this proposition might be 
vit•\\ 1•<1, iu a u1odi fietl for111, in every act '' hlch 
results from the hUIDru1 "·ill. .illy one uJills to 
stretc•h out hi"' ar1u. The ''onderful series of 
po\\ er:; iu1d 1n1•chanh•111 \Yith which the body is 
e111hu•d, oht•ys t h1• authority \\ith the S\Yift:ness 
of thought, a11tl tht• ann is ... tretched out. In 
tbi-.. 1•a!-Jt•-n1·1:ordi11g to the phy:Jologicnl theory 
-th� hrai11. under tht• }lO\\'er of the ''ill, excites 
actiou, by ' irtuc of the nen·ous inftnence, in the 
nerve,. of the nrrn-the nen e, induce action in 
lht• t1tusclc� of the urm and shoulder the 
rnu�cle:-. opt•ratc upon the beautiful &y:stem of 
jointii-m1d the arm obeys the mandate of the 
1nn. ... tt•r-po\vl'r l 

If, ho\vc,·cr, the nerves or brain shall be acted 
011-ns actc<l ou they inay be-by another power 
besides tho i11divid,ual u;ill, the arm may, in like 

-

• 
• 

\ 
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tnru111er, bC' slrctcl1ed out. Of this fact, disease', 
passion, t«>rror, sympathy, a.ud a variety of otb<'r 
cause$, yield innumerable exru:npl<'s : examples 
of action, in the nerYous or sti1nulating motive 
agency of t.ho IJuman systrm, indcpcndant of th<.' 
individl1nl "ill. 

Ilence analogy aud fact justify the assump­
tion, that actions ancl effects on the nervous 
system of one indivi<lunl 1TJay be produced as 

in a. thousand other ca;;es they are by develop­
ments in the nervous or magnetic or electric 
sy!'tcm of another individual. 

To produ<:e, therefore, lhe requisite conditio11 
aucl power in the agent, \nth a due regard to 
proxinuty and cirC11n1stauces in the subjrct, is 
evidently the ground\vork of the operation, and 
this, it is belie,·ed, is sufficiently afforded by the 
energetic directing of the mind nnd mu of the 
agent. But as the electric charge, if re1note 
fro1n conducting bodies, is inert ; a..'1 the Leyden 
jar, most highly charged, seems, M it staucls 
insulated, as po""erlf'ss nnd uuinfluential as an 
ordinary jar,-so must the self-,villecl magnetic 
force iI1 the agent be po,verless and unobscrvc­
able, unless the circumstances for its transmission 
or effusion be provided. 

But another principle, also comes in, i11 this 
process of n1�netic deYelopmeut. As magnetism 
de,�etoped in the iron of the conductor or arma­
ture of a magnet, aids both in the i-;upport, and 
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for high1•r dc,·t·lopmeut, of po"·er in the master­
n1n�net,-�o, it may be assumed, does the 
1na�11et ic 1•011clition dc,·eloped in the subject of 
Zoistic �Ingnctis1n, both aicl in the development, 
nncl contribute to the support of. the magnetic 

p<l\\Pr of tht> agent. It n1ay, indeed, be rea.son­
nbl) doubtt•d, '' ht• tbcr any considerable power 
of 1nng1u•ti<•nl nrrrtug1·r11eut can be wrought up in 
th<• agl'nt. l>y his mere \'olwitary energies, without 
sut•h ai<l in su.vtai11i11t1 energy from the subject. 

As nn illnHtrntion, by the analogies of science, 
of th<• l<•1uli11g ph<'UOllll'tton UO\V referred to,--of 
th<' ovcr-eo1ning of tho natural master-power in 
tl1e snhjt'<'l of Zoislic :\Inguetism, by the don1i­
n1u1C'y of t he operator-he, Dr. S., w-ould submit 
to hi� nu<li<'ll<'<' nu experiment in ordinary mag­
netis111. l lc• had pro' ided himself, a.s would be 
obscr\"ed, ,,·ith half a dozen magnetic compa.s.<1-
nt•c·tllc�, '' l1ich he had su,..pended on hlu11t points, 
in a strai�ht-linc on n board,-the needles being 
t-o adjusted, a. ... to di-.tance, that, when arranged 
continuously, their mutually atliacting poles 
i-l1ould ront<' \"t'ry uear, but \vithout touching, to 
earh oth<'r. Ile ,,·ould no"� place the board in 
the <lircclion of the magnetic meridian, whereby 
tbt' ll<'Cdlcs ''"ere f ouucl to adjust themselves, 
spontnncously, under the naturally master-in­
flu<'llC<' of the E'nrt h's mngn<>tism. But if he pre­
sc11t<'d to the north\\·nrd extremity of the series 
of ll<'<'cileH, the• norlh pole of a strong bar-magnet, 

• 
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th.is 11euJ influence, it would be seen, assumed the 
dominnncy,-the nearer needles were turned 
roUJJ.d, ru1<l, as he 1>as::;.ed the snn1e pole fro1n north 
to south of the board, though at considerable 
elevation above it, the m�tgnetic c11rrent in the 

whole series was found not only to be reversed, but 
to become self-sustained in tbe reverse direction. 

It n1ight be objected, in regnrd to an obvious 
fact in Zoi:;tic 1\lagnetism, that the influences 
developed in tht' subject were incomparably more 
po,Tet'ful thnn what appeared iu the agent. But 
as to this, analogies could he shc,�n, fully ade­
quate, he conceivccl, to satisfy the objection. 

[These nnalogi� "·ere she'' n by tl1e lecturer in 
a series of cmious and original experiments, iu 
which the apparently feeble pO\\'er of the earth's 
magnetisn1, '"as applied for the yielding of sources 
of magnetism in 'vi.res of steel, wl1eu hammered 
upon verticfilly-i:.ustainecl bars of iron, such as 
sufficed to render these wires strongly mag:11etic ; 
and such as, in larger and more perfect arrange­
ments, bnd sttfficed, as he remarked, to yield 
po,ver enough to magnetize a \'arit>t)' of instru­
ments and mncbines attaining, ultimately, to the 
power of sustaining, attractively, V\'eights amount­
ing to four hundred pounds !] 

2. As to tl1e 111akiu.g o.f tl1e lin1bs 1-igid, by the 
will and manipulation of the operator,-he,Dr. S., 
had little to aay in explanation. It \Vas obviously 
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rLq he ronrC'h·rd,ru1 effect of the re\'ersed inflocnC'e 
on th<• llC'r\'ous -.y ... tt>m of the -.ubject, de,·eloping 
it ... clf in thi.., c11rio11.., pheno111enon.-a phenomenon 
strikinglv cnlculnted to eon\·ince the cancli<I, • 
thou!{h iur.rt·clnlou." <'nquirer. of the reality of tlu• 

po\\ ers ns>:ertP<l of this mysterious agency. 
111-.l<•ad of Y1•nturi11g fartht>r, ho\Yever, into the 

field of 11pcculatiou ns to the cause of it, he ""ould 
rather nyail hi1n1>1�lf of the opportunity, afforded 
by this reference to me�mcric r(qi<lity, of caution­
ing tl1os<> "'ho n1ight "vituess its production 
agninst tl1c1 dnn�cr of the sevete processes, so1no­
tin1cR foolish ly, if' not hrutally, adopted, for test­

ing the• extc•nt or reality of the phenomenon. 
As to this, lie ''n" anxious to put them on their 

gnnrcl ngnin!it tNting fact, by injurious proofs. 
C'lSl'� v.er1• ,,·1•11 kno,,·n u1 "hich the out-stretched 
rigid nnn hnd heC'u pr<'Jiscd do�, without rc::oll'­
ingtl1c rigidity, by the sus1>eru;ion of l1ea ry 1reights, 
or, "·bnt ''as still "orsc, by the unregulated force 
of do" n,,·nrd prc.-. .. ure by ignorant or thoughtless 
Spt'CtntoN!. It ,,·oulcl be '"ell that all practitioners 
of Zoi..-.tic :\In�etism should be aware, that the 
fihr<' of th<' rigid n1u:-.cles of the arm or shoulder 

might <>nsily be ruph1red by this unimagined 
vioh•nct',-'' ht•r<' the le,·erag<' is ruch, when the 
borizontnlly extended arm is pressed down by 
the \vrist, tl1at n l>rfl'sure of only teu po1u1ds must 
exert n strain of, perhaps, near one hundred and 
fifty pounds at lltt• Hhou ltler ! 

I 
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A 1•ns(:', iu point, \YUH mentioned to l1im by a 
cler�y1no.n. A per:;on cm1)loy<'d officially ill l1i;-; 
parh.h haYiu� atteud1·<1 a lecture ou lnl'smcri!lm, 

disbelieved and scofl'rd at thr a.ssPrtPd reHulh;. 
Tl1e lr<•turer having challeu�ed him to nn experi­
ment, personally, he· fearlc:.:o;ly i;uh111ittrd, nnd, 
undt·r the trial, his tight nrm \YO� cxtcud(•cl 

beyond his O\\n pov.Pr of tlr::\nre. 'l'he persons 
presrut \Vere encouraged to test th<> rigidity by 
enclcavol1ring to bend it ; 1Jut tltiling, iuclividually, 
tv. o young men at leu�th put their united forct­
to the l1and, a11d still without f'ffect i11g its per­
manent depression. The �omel\·hat deprcs,.ecl 
arn1 rlnstically �rung u11 011 h1•iug r1·leasecl from 
this hrutal violence. But though it had resh�t1•rl 
the force, it "as ess<>11lially c1an1�ecl by the rude 
experi1ne11t ; and no \\ ondcr. If the dov.Tu" arrl 
force on the 'vrist \'\'l'l't' ru;su1nrd at a huudrrd 
and fifty pottuds (and it mi�ht ha>c ht'f'n 1nore) 
the force ou the n1uscles at the sbolll<ler ,yould 
probably amount to almost n ton I It "·as 110 
\Youdrr, thPH, that a11 abscess brokP out in the 
sho11lder, aud that the urm of the u11happy 'luh­
ject, \\a:;, iu rt>spect of its ordinary capabilitie.,;, 
ruined for life· !  

In like 1nu11nt>r, lie, Dr. S., \Yould most stron�ly 
deprecate, every kin1l of experi1nent 011 tbe mng­

netized subjec·t which \Vould result in suffering, 
or other ill-conseqncnces, if inflicted in the ordi­
nary "tate. Such, for iui;taucc. as trials of 1n111� 

I 
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gent c:nlt.., or liquid� to the nostrils ;-for, it should 
be rt.·111e1nhl•rcd, thnt, lh<> act of smelling, in our 
orcliunry �11 .. ihility, i.s guarded against iserious 
tui:;c•hief, hr the �l'tLc:atiou of unplea::;antnes;; or 
pain ; hut uot "o iu tht• magnetic condition. So 
that the pun�cut vapour then unfelt, may pro­
duc<· i11t11111unatio11 in the n1r1nbranes over which 
it passes in its progrc:;:; to the lungs ! 

3. A.v to t/1r fi,t i119 of· the ltands ot feet, hf', 
Dr. S., lutcl ulrcudy !lpokeu so far, in respect of 
th<>ory, nK to Nl1c\v that tho phenomenon did 
not nrisc fro1n nuy principle cor1:espondiug '' ith 
ordinary att1·arrio11.v. 'fhc effect, as to him it 
nppenrc•d, '' ns due to n species of spasmodic or 
riititlif)ill� action ou the hand or foot of the 
suhj<·ct, indut.•cd nnd upheld by, probably, !'ome 
electric c•oudit iou in the ohject to "°hich the limb 
1ni�ht bi• attnchcd. produced therein by the touch­
ing or breatl1iu� of the operator. So that 
nu i11f\uc11<'t'. t'l<'ctrically, in the band of the 
agcnt,-othcr\\·i.-.c resulting iJ.1 rigidity on the ann 

of the . uhjrt·t,-1nigbt hrre be tran....ferred to the 
�ofn or to the floor, nnd become energetic in in­
ftueuct', u11cl 1>11staiui11g iu its effect, after the 
n1nnnrr of the originating agency. 

1'hc attucl1111cut of the feet by a stroke of the 
btuHl ac•ross t ht• carpet, it appeared, \Yas eit11cr 
aided by the i111agi11utiou of the subject, or the 
tilccl l'it• i11fl u!•11cc <ll'Vl�loped by the act 1nur;t b� 

• 

• 
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very evanesccn t,-or this act, as do11e a few yards 

in advance of his subject, beliind the screen, 

woulcl hardly have failed to produce the same 
results as in other cases. 

4. As to the dei·elopnu:nt of artistical or e..-vtra­
<Yr(lina1-y pou;ers. 

Intensely interesting as the perforn1ances of 
Miss H , in singing, composing, and acting 

had been, there '\Yas nothing in them, as he had 

before notified, that belonged to the region of 

the supernatural. These phenomena resulted, 

<>bviously, from the power of the exciting and 

elevating agency by which the performer was 

herself acted upon. She '"as 'veil kno,vn, indeed, 

as an accomplished singer ; and, her private 

friends lrnew her, a.<; he, Dr. S., afterwards learnt, 

to have a peculiar taste and aptitude for rlraniatic 
action. In any former exercises, however, of this 

description, the results could bear no comparison, 

'\\rith these i·eferred to ; the former would be the 

mere results of a <lramatic taste and pre-consider­

ation of the effects, in action, of passion and 
emotion ; but the action he had witnessed, 

being the simple consequence of feeling and emo­

tion, became perfect, becallSe entirely natural. 

As to other analagous results, that had been 
spoken of elsewhere, in respect of acquisitions in 

language or literature st1pposed, previously, to 

have been unknown,-he, Dr. S., considered them 
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as hn\ iug nriscn, 1101 out of 11e\\ aud mar\ ellou�ly 
<'oil\ t>yc·il )IO\\c'rs, hut out of i1npr�ions, at some 
tiinc or othl'r n1adc on lhe memory, �hich, under 
the• :.11�1·1•pl ibility of the tnnb'ltetic condition, bacl 
bt't'll c·licitccl. l·'or '' c" crc· not 'vithout example-, 
he• ht•lit•\ l'cl, i11 the history of di..:t'ase� of renlark­
nhl<.• rt•rc•latio11-. of upparcntly lo::.-t impressious 011 
the 11\l'tllory, 1•0111i11g out, like the prepared plate 
fro111 the•< lnguc•rrt•ot ypc• enrnera after e..'\11osnrc to 
the• quieki;il\'C'l' rnpour,-iu vivid representation 
of iinaµ;t•s prt•viou�ly 1u1sec•n. 

111 lil<t' 1n1n11u·r o.:-i the tablet of memory is, 
u111h1r Zui1-;tic l\f11µ:11�tisu1, sometimes made to 
giYt' out its p1·c•\ io11sly iuYisible in1pressions of 
1nc·1nory, it is 11ot impossible but that the retina 
or t ht· 111•r\'011� orgnui:t.ation of other senses, n1ay 
rt·:-torc· in1prt•s ious long hc•forc made upon them, 
'' liic·h 110 po\\ l'r of I he iudi\'idual "ill coultl 
t•1u1hlt• the· i;uhj(·t·t. nt other time:-, to recall : 

J\ud hy the quit•keuiug of the senses, too, this 
po\\ t•rful U!!t•nry 1nny doubtle:'s make extraordi­
nary dc,·clopmtut". l�or "hilst, in certain stae� 
of tltl• lllHf:o'llf'tic t•outlition. tl1e �eru;es, a .... to ex­
traut·ous i1nprc.,.. ... io11s, appear to be S�"J>Cndcd, 
and 1nay a<·tually he so; in other stru?es, as to 
Jll'l'llliar i111pr<·i-�ion:., the ear n1ay be quick in 
hrnring. the touc·h uud general sensation suscep­
tiblo of pt•rt•t•i' in�, in degree incoucei\'ably 

h<•youd their ordinary capabilities. 
I 

• 
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5. As to ir11pressio11s, (Jll tlu• sr1u�ibilities of" thr 
tnagneli::f•tl .�ubject, derirrrl frou1 i1erso11.<; al u 

coJLsiderable rlista11ce. 
The rxtrnordinary seu�ibility of sorue of his 

subjects to t11c movement..'! of persons considor­
ably reu1ov<'d fro1n t11em, \\ttll \Yal1s, or floors, 
or opaque i:;crecns, interYening ; n11d the still 1norc 
surpriziug sympathy of taste ''here the agent and 
subject" \\·ere sepnratecl by �paces of several yards, 
and with screens, or projecting partitions, intcr­
posed,-hacl occasioned to hin1, tl1e lecturer, 
more perplexing thought, ntul had resulted iu  

more eularge111ent of iclea ou the "'onderou� 
system of influences ordained hy Infinite 1"\'iscloni 
for the pe11ccting of the functions of humanity, 
than all liis previous reading and researche!< hn<l 
opened out to him. 

Time '' ould not allow hi111 to attempt tho 
description of the progress or hi::; thoughts in thii; 

mysteriolll:> field of physioloi?y. But he w-oulcl 
touch UJ>Oll some of the leadin� ideas. 

The phcno1ncua referred to se<'1ncd to indicate, 

either lltat tl1ere existed a ><JlCl'ial u1edium, utuitl 

t11c apnc<' to \\ hich these sensihilities exten<led, 

capab1e of eonYeying imprcssious as t.he air con­

Yeyecl souud ; or that there e'\isted an tuii,·ersal 
power of radiation from all nnin1al bodies ( C'\­
tending, very 11os�ibly, lo ('very substan<'c or 
thing in 11at11re) throwing out. rnys, 11ot merely of 
heat, but of other subtle influences pertaining to 
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tbe nnimn1 ronst itutio n ; nnd so as at o nce, like 
the ucrYo ui; nnd i:;ctl.'-orial pon-er"', to convey and 

rcc·t·i,·t• itnp rt• .. :-io ns h<·t'' i�1: body and body, each 

nnd nll recip rocating their influences o ne '' ith 

anotbt-r. 'Vc·ighing the'e tn-o i:-uppositions, be 

hitnsclf felt dccidedl} inclined to the latter. 

By mcru1�, be i:.up posed, of this rad iating in­
flucn <·<·, tht• innb"llctizc<l subjcct,-often incom­

parably ln ore scusit i,·c than the most delicate 

go.lvnno u1ct cr or t>lrctroscope,-received i m­

p rc•ssious, both fro1u tho electricities disturbed by 
lno vcn1c11t 11 iu t11e purtil:'8 planted near� an cl fro1n 
t ht> sc•11Katio11K of tlu• inngnctizcr vYith who m she 
syn1pnt hiz<•<I. Iu the former case, a discordant 

cff\•ct \\US produ rc<l 011 the sent ien t powers of 

the '<uhjl'<'t, by r<'a!'on of the incon gruity of the 
rndiatiug iuflnl'uces ; iu the latter ca."e, there 

1:iceu1l·d to ht• n rc·:-o unnce, like that of synchron­
ous u1u:-icnl �triutr�, caru.ing the sympathi zing 
seu !-ibil itit>,, o f  the .subject, to harmonize ""°itb the 
i utlul'llt't' of tht• mngneti zing ageut. 

'fhc ortliu n r) cffl·cts of radiation. in the recip ro ­
cating of divt•rsit il'.s o f  temper a t ure in contiguous 
bodi c:-<, nnll tc·ntliug to brin g all i nto a siniilar 
st ntc,-1ni !!;ht i llust ratl:', t houg11 in a very imp cr­
ft·c�t clegrt•t•, tht• tiuppo�cd radiat io n  o f  other p hysi­
cal i11Clucnrct:1 bet \\ i�t u1an ancl man . Whih,t the 

\Vondcrful, (hc•c·ause not generally o.pprcciatcd,) 

infltu•uc<'H rctclinting betwixt associated individuals 
nmong 111c•11,-·Tniglit 11f'rvt> as an analogy for tl1e 

• 

., 



Harvard University - Collection Development Department, Widener Library, HCL / Scoresby, William. Zoistic magnetism :being the substance of two lectures,
descriptive of original views and investigations respecting this mysterious agency : delivered ... at Torquay, on the 24th of April and 1st of May, 1849 / by the Rev.
W. Scoresby. London : Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans ; Torquay : Cockrem, 1849.

.... 

-�---....-

ZOTSTlC J:>fAGNETIS�L 135 

understanding of other striliiJ1g physical pheno­
mena which, in modern times, 11ave been indica­
ted by photographic research. If it be so, that the 
ligb.tfrom any object cast into definite shape by a 
convex lens, �mcl then thro-vvu upon an ordinary 

smface of polished metal, n1ay leave an impression 
thereon; or if it be so, that a medal or cameo 

placed i1nmecliately over a like polished surface, 
but without contact, may, by reason of its mys­
terious radiation, leave a 1>icture of itself on the 
proximate metal ;-may it not also be consistently 
imagined that man, in his indi'viduality, may be 
thus radiating, on things arouucl, characteris­
tic impressions, (and these not by any means 
transcieut or eYanesceut,) si.1ch as, by faculties 
peculiarly ordered, and sensibilities specially elici­

ted, may be perceived and identified ? 
\Vith radiations and e1nanations of generic 

characteristics and differences we 'vere sufficiently 
familiar. We could easily distinguish, by out· 
ordinary perceptions, the heat of the stm from 
that of a fire. We might distinguish, too, betwi'l:t 

the heat radiated from a fire of coal, and that 
from a fire of "'ood ; or of a particular kind of 
coal, such as the antlu·acite, from the ordinary 
bituminous coal ; or of a heated furnace of iron, 

from tlte beat of a brick kiln. 
But "'-hilst the,se differences_, generally or 

specifically, might be perceived,-clifferences in 
individual i·acliations from fires of the sa1ne seam 

• 
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of cont. nllcl of like int<'nsity and mass, could 

hardly ht• lookt•d tilr. Xot �o, howe>er, as to 
c·mn11ntio11" frou1 cliffcr<'nt t>ersous. ..\s to i11or­
!/ll11ir. --ub .. t1111t•t• .... , 'arious !ieparnte ma_� might 
he pr1·1·i�t·lr .,ifnilnr uud };eld precisely the like 

t·nuuuttion� ;  hut n ... to or,qa11ic l>llbsta.nce:-, 110 t\\'O 

i1ulivid11ul l'(ll'<'itucus '' oul<l be found pe1fectly 
uud 1•11tir1•/y ulik<·. Sitnilar as the lea>es of tl1e 

1•hn 1night, to ordinaryobser>ation, appear to be 
to ouc nuothcr ; 110 t\VO leaves of the same tree, or 
i11 It fol'C'llt of th<• Katne lrees, would be fouud 
to he (•,rart (I/ tht• 1:1nn1c. 

l 11•11<·1• it. 1nuy he i111agi11ed, that the suutle 
c·thcrial priuciplc \Vhicb he, the lecturer arguecl, 
pro1•t•1•d1•cl fro111 C\t'ry particular creatt1re, might 

he in like innnncr 1noclificd, generally, by the 
or:rauizat i1111 :11111 <J1•aliti1·:. of the tribe to "hich 
it h<'lo11�<'d, nud, i111/irul11oll!J, by the peculiarities 
of pi·r,,onal iclcntity. T11 thi,., ,·iew� the Zoi,.tic 
)lngt1C'ti-.1n of C'nch iudi,;dual might reasonably 
he suppo.,t•cl to he pe<'uliarly personal and cli .... tiuc­
ti\ 1• frotn nil olh<'T:' ; to hn•c an identity in its 

1•u11u1ntiou ... , u:- di ... tiuctive :L" t11f" pen;onality of the 
h1·ing fr11111 '' hit·h it tlo,,ed. llence we might 

u11d<·r-.t:111<l -.on1t•thi11� of the phenomena of the 
.�1·1•11/ of 11 do� :-ho\\, he beiug m�onetized, as it 
"l'rl', by the kiurlttl'"'" or attaching iufl.ueuce of 
hiH 111ast t'I', hn11 n pt�rr<>ptiou of his master's foot­
stl'ps, nu<I, i11 t1•rtuin cnscs, so sensiti\"ely, as to 
t•11abk· hi111 to t nH'<', hy the en1nnations impressed • 
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011 the ground, bis master's coru·se, not only to 
great distances, b11t, i>ossibly, through the bewil­
dering mazes and mixture of other influences, i11 
the market ox the fair ! 

If the pheno1nena of sce1�ti11g be favourable to 
the theory of ema:nations, characterized by 
identity of pPrsou, for 'vhicb, he, Dr. S., argued ; 
the fact of a peculia1· perception existing in some 
individuals, of the proximity of certain animals, 
-such as of a cat, for instance, ho,veYer cou­
cealetUy, being in tlLe room-should be deemed 
as indicative of a somewhat analagous emanation 
from the auimal h·ibes generally. 

For so he believed the fact to be. From con­
sideration of the phenon1ena he had been the 
instrument of deYcloping in cases of Zoistic 
1'fagnetism,-he coultl find no other ration.al 
explanation but in some such influence as that be 
had attempted to describe,-an infl11ence carried, 
perhaps, as an atmosphere, around cYery living 
creature, and sending off emanations, too, in 
every direction. 

6. 11s to tile 01Jerat£01i of Zo'istir Magnetisni 

curatively. 
Of the extent to rvhich tlus powerful agency 

"'as capable of operating ; of the diseases to 
which it might be applicable wben all other rneans 
of relief had failed; of the beneficial results, in 
p1·actice, which had been derived to suffering 
h11mauity through the philanthropic efforts of 

�-' I 
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p<>rson" not n1t•dic-nlly ('<lucated. as well as under 
tht• u1a11ipulatious or direction of regular prac­
titio111·�,-ht'. tht• lcc·turcr. did not mean to 
c·ulnr�t·. l!ut onlv \\ hil..;t l'tatiu� his o'' u con-. . 
Yictio11 of n t'apability i11 this my:-terious po"·er of 

cft'cctin!!'. u10,..t bt•ut• fit•ial re�ults for u1an,-he 
pnrpo-.<·'1 to state• t ht• \ it·\\·s h<· entertained of the 
rntionalc of its curative operations. 

Jn rf'gnrd to th<' IH·ucfits it \Yas capable of 
affording in tht• 1:;uspcusion of pain, under suffer­
ing, and of Kl'n!ln1 io11 under pain-yielding op1•rn­
tion11, ho had "itUCl)fll'd fill.cl described circum­
!11 a nc•t•s, t•a lt·11 lat t·cl, ht• ho peel, to convince his 
nudic1u•c, tbnt th<'!'<' ru;sumptions of beneficinl 
i11fl11<•11t•1• i11 Zoistic· 'Iug11t•tisn1, ''ere mattt>1;, of 
fact. IJO\\ this JlO" t•r might operate for the effect­
ing of t he-.1• spt•t•ific purpo!-C:-, be had already 
indicated bis idl·a. .. . 

Ilis 'it•\\s of the priul·iple on ''hicl1 tlus iu­

ffucncc ''o" capable of acting curat1cely, might be 
further !'!t•t fu11h. ,\,.. 111a11y cases of human 
suffering nro!-C from deprivation of sleep,-tbe 
inducing of "lt'l'p, '' ithout the u ... e of miscbie,·ou."i 
unr<'otir.� or !loporific::-.-�cldom administered 
''ithon1 the cntnihul'Ut of paiuful reactions or 

nggrnvntiou of lht• CYil,-must of itself be cal­
culntccl to nc•t 'ery b<>ueficially. For sleep so 
i11tlt1C'l'd by 1nc•n11s of mutual !'ytnpathies and 
rcciproC'nting influcuccs inl1ereut in man-might 
be '' t•ll <lrc•1n(•cl to hf' fa ''011rn h le to t be rt-Rtora,.. 
tiou of oth<>r fnnctioni. of life, and so to the aiding-
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the vital elasticities in recovering domiuion over 
the prost1·ate fra1ne. 

Beyond this important iufluence, he, Dr. S., 
could well believe, that the in3t,onetis1us of the 
llealtliful operator inight serve to stimulate tbe 

disordered or paralysed power of the nervous 
agency in the diseased subject ; that an abund­
ance, too, of the vital energy, in the one party, 
inight be l)rought in aid of the defective vitality, 
of the other party ; that the physical strength of 
tlte agent might yield renoyation of !$trength in 
the atrophied subject ; and that the co1nmanding 
nervous pov1er of the magnetizer over that of the 
magnetized,-might overcome and regulate, what 
he might call, the nervous congestion that had 
been productive of disease. 

As a distributive agent, in regard to congested 

or disordered ne1>ous influencc,-this ma.ster­
principle, duly in operation, should, lie conceived, 

have a very beneficial influence. In local in­
flammation, it would appear, there was not only 

a determination of blood to the place, but an 

excess of nervous action productive of soreness, 
-which of these \Vas the cause nnd which the 
effect, it was not for bim to say,-but if the fact 
be so, then, he must as8ume, that the magnetic 
manipulation would be calct1lated, as his own 
experiments indicated, to draw off the nervous 

congestion, and to distribute the nervous influence 
in regular circuit, and so, both to reduce the 
inflammatory a.ction, and to yield a soothing 

-
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<'ffcct on the �C'll('rnl :;r-.tC'111. For, according to 
th(• \'iC\\ s ht> l'lll1•rtai11(•<l, t ht> process of magneti­

zation producrd nn·n11g1•1ncut of the elrrtri<' ur 
tuognet ic t'l<•n1i>nts of lht· lnunan system : and, i;o, 

tended to re;-,tor(' th<• C'q11ahle rirrnlntion of the 
influence, or Huicl. transn1ittccl by the nen·cs. 

If in thC's<' ,·i1•\\s, ho\\ ('\·er, he, the lecturer, 
"ere correct, -he must sue-gcst a caution in the 
use of L]1is agency ('\ll'atively, as to thP ruk of 
c1nploying n <lebilitat1•tl or a11 1111l1raltl1g 111ng11e­
tizc•r. w Hucl1 cnHl', thr inngnetic mnnipulntion, 
instead of being hl'llllfic·inl, 1night result in 1niH­
l'hit•\ ons or peruicious consequences. Ile hncl, 
i11cl1•c•cl, kuo'' u n c•asc ot' l his ,·ery description. 
\\11cre, under his h1111ds, C'\trnorclinarily relic·f 
and heuefit had hPc• 11 l':xperi<.'nced by a �<'atty 
suffering invnlid,-his plnr<', n.s magnetizer, had 
bel'll taken by a u1cn1bcr of the domestic circle. 
But llc, being of u d1•bilitatt>d colb-titntion, pro­
duced a cou,·t• r,;c rc:;u)t from that ''"hich "as 
cl<'sigued, and lookt>d for ; the patient lost strength 
rapidly, \vllilst th< op1•rntor rt>alized au h1\ i�or­
ati11g iufluent•<• out of the still elliting phy-.irnl 
trength of tht• i1uli' i<lual hP !'ought to relicvt' ! 

Ile, Dr. S., mi�ht finally stntl'. as to the 1>1·1u•­
fit'ial ap1llicatio11 of Zoistic· :\faanetb'Ill,-that the 
results he hnd obtnin1•d in the department of 
polnritjes, had, occor<liug to his theory, rua in1-
portant bcftring 011 tht• t•flicirucy of this age11cy 
r1tratively. There might be cases, he ad1nitterl, 
ha \Vhich too great :1e11Hit i\cltess rcight be induced 

-
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i11 lhe pntif'11t, hut-aR front 1nost of bis rescnrch('S 

it had app<'nred, that due attention to polarities, 
\'raS of siu�ulnr effecti\·en<>ss in yiel<ling soothing 
and agr<'f'able results fro111 the magnetizing con­
tact nucl manipulatiou,-11c "·as stro11gly iu1-

JlrPS�t'd �vith the imp<1rtnncr of the con$idcration 
of polaritirs for obtainiug the best results. 

In hriuging these lecturt•s 110\\ to a conclusiou, 
he, Dr. Sc•orcshy, had n1ucl1 snti�faction in stating, 
that,-,vhilst his subject had greatly grov.·u upon 
lLis ltaucli-, hoth in extent nnd Yariety aucl interest, 
-all his nnticipations of the consistency of the 
phenotnrua, "' lrich it had hPeu bis eudl'avour to 
develope ancl elucidate, "ith received principles of 
natural science, had beeu runply confi.r111ed. That 
the roi:;ult:-. l1e had df'sc• rihcll "ere absolute reali­
ties, he could no mor" doubt than nny fact of 
science h<' had ever hacl the privilege of iuvesli­
gatiug. .\ud if they "·ere real pl1enon1eua, they 
"'ere "·ortby of careful inve.sti�ation, and, in their 
re::.ults, \V<>ul<l doubtless '' ituess, like other pO\\er­
ful agents employed by the Crcat Creator, to the 
Divine '' is<lo111 aud beneficent'(-' ; \vhilst tlie l<no\v­
leilge acquired conce111ing thc111, \Yould, like the 
discoveries in other depart1nents of i-cieuce, be 
found practically in1portant to ruanlrincl. 

The agency itself, to which he refen·ed. ns he 

hatl td.reaclyentleavoured to she""' "'as one of graucl 
importnnc<', and of extcnf'ive employment, in the 
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hu111au coll:)titutiou, the l>lUlle agency, 111ost 
prol>ably, 11todifit•d h) organi7.atiou, as that found 
it1 iny�tt•rious op( ration in all created unture 
"ithiu rrach of 11utn':. nu.�aus of research. l�or 
he ti<'l\V no rca-.on for li111iting a po"·er. so cll'arly 
as,ilnilntl•cl or irl1•11tifi1•<l "ith the nerrous energy 
of a. sy:.tcro " fl•arfully autl \Yonderfully inn1le," 
to the opt>rntion�, or rffl:'t'ts, or curious dc,·elop-
1nents, ordinarily nsc•ribrd to its province. l lc 
"n." dii!po11cd to contemplate it, instrun1eutall), 
a.'! engaged iu the iiroduction of various pheno-
1u('1ut belonging to lift• nncl organization, such QR 

i;le<'p, ordinory somunmbulism, fainting, &o. 1\ncl 
he did not sec "h) it shonlcl not ha,·e rein ti on 
to, 01· intlu1•11rt.> in the development of, bumnn 
S) tnpatbic...,.., fe<.'lin� nud affections, and be n 

mt•clium, (the orrt·nc•y itself. bein� appart•utly, 
immaterial aucl ctlu·rinl) <>ngnged instrum<.'ntally 
-1111dl'r the In" s of the Great Originator, nnd 
under the �uidnucc or iufinence of tht• b11111nn 
spirit and ' ital it y,-in all the operations p<'r­
taining to the functions of the liYing man ? 

For himself, he n1l1St say, he dicl consider 
the opt>rations of this naency as being ext<'nded 
far beyoucl "hat '"n!I ordinarily contemplated of 
it. For '"·bnt, he mirrht n:.k, are these mysterious 
sympathies an<l iuflurnce"' of nati.1re, by "hi1•h 
n1a11 b<•ronH•s nttnchl'<l to, or repellent of, his 
fcllo\Y mnn ? Whence are the powers by \Nhich 
UC\Y feelings aro so \VrouglLt into our constitutio11 

1u1 to at•t i-;pontnn1•011!'lly nR if they were part nncl 
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parcel of our original nature ; by which ne\\ alli­
ances become a mixing of identities, and God's 
prirne\'al la" of marriage yitil<ls a. new and iuys­
terious oucncRA ? Whence arc the acute pcr<'ep­
tions by'' bi ch n. footstep, scnrccl y heard, bcco1nrs 
sensibly vibrittory ou atrection's delicate chords ? 
Whence nric:c the occasional aversions het\Vi:\t 
individuals, sometimes q11itc� unaccountable ruul 
unclesignetl, "heu first they arC' brought to�ether ; 
and the \u1rC'fiective reprllent rff ects of some so­
ciety into \Ybich they may acciclrntally be thro\Yn ? 
Wl1ence n.riRe, on the other hand, the sweet sym­
patllics 8priuging up bet,vixt c·ertain individuals, 
-often spontnneous, undefined. uncherishcd,-by 
which, at firi; t  iueetiug, h�·nrt seems to assimilate 
with heart, so as to resolv(' lhf' surprising sy1npn... 
thies into confiding affcctioil ? And whence, 
again, are those intuitive influences,-such as 
a mere glance oftbe eye, 0.11 incideutal mo'\'"en1eut, 
the i1tteraucc of a word, a touch of the hand,­
'vhicl1 bc·co1ne electrical in operation, and often 
enduring in their results ? 

These things, he, Dr. S., dirl not vie'"' as mere 
physical effects, or the direct operations of Zoistio 
Magnetism ; but (as resea.rcu and fact might 
justify the supposition) as being, not improbably, 
elicited out of the human n1iud aud organization, 
instrumc-nta11), by tl1is strauge po\\-er in anima.­
ted nature. But, even so, should the doctrin<" 
assun1ed, be in reality establishecl,-the advance in 
kno\\ leclgo c:o11lcl bP helcl only as nn ohi;ci1re g1n11ce 
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into the n1y:-tcry of thl' Di\ inc handy-"·ork. ,\i; 
of old it \\as saicl, so 1night he call it to 1nind ; 
thnt " no mau can fintl ont the '\Tork that God 
111aketh fro1n flu hl•gi1111i11!{ to the end" : " IJo, 
these nre JJllrfs of l li� ,,·nyi. : but how little a 

11ortio11 is bl.':1rd of I li111 !" 

l'OS1'Stllll r·r. 
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