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POSTSGRI’PT.

Trz Rev. Joseph Sortaine, one of the most justly-es-
teemed clergymen of Brighton, states that when in Paris
a few years ago, Alesis mentioned circumstances with
reference to that town known to himself, and read a sen-
tence which he had put into an envelope as a test, viz.,
“ La philosophie de M. Cousin, est elle vraie?’ 'This
corroborative testimony to the truth of clairvoyance is
especially valuable, from the high and well-known cha-
racter of this gentleman, who, without pledging himself to,
or expressing an opinion respecting the validity of mag- .
netic phenomena in general, before having seen more of
them, authorizes me to adduce the above fact. .

Dr. Arnold of Rugby observed,—* I should like to hear
anything fresh about Animal Magnetism, which has always -
excited my curiosity,”—~and in another of his letters,— .
« What our fathers have done still leaves an enormous

deal for us to do. The philosophy of medicine is, I ima-

gine. almost at zero. Qur practice is empirical, and seems

hardly more than a course of guessing, more or less happy.
The theory of life itself lies probably within our know-
ledge. We talk of nerves and we perceive their connexion

with the operations of the mind ; but we cannot under-
stand a thinking, a fearing, or a seeing nerve. Here and
in a thousand other points there is room for infinite dis-
coveries, to say nothing of the wonderfal phenomena of
Animal Magnetism, which only Englishmen, with their
accustomed ignorance, are apt to laugh at, which no one

as yet has either thoroughly ascertained or explained.” *

* Amold’ifile. "



PREFACE.

"Tre thronged meetings at the Town Hall on the occa-
sion of the lecture and discussion on Mesmerism, .indicate
- the degree of interest which attaches to the subject, though
Sfrom the discursive nature of the debates, in which several
%took part who were either prejudiced opponexits, or who had
3seen nothing of magnetism except perhaps from an occa-
Qsional itinerant lecturer, a large proportion of the audience
Smust have felt disappointed, -and would have  known
little more of the subject than when they came. Being nei-
ther a magnetiser myself, nor individually concerned in the
estension of magnetism, though having had considerable
opportunities of witnessing its effects, I was induced to deli-
ver the present lecture as a not unlikely means of further-
ing in some degree a charitable purpose, and in order by
Presenting a connected view of the question, and its relations,
to lead to a more correct appreciation as to what there really
is in this agent, and as to how far the statements made with
reference to the higher phenomena might be relied upon,
adducing as many authenticated statements from my own
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observation, and that of others, as the time would admit
of. .

From its employment as & remedial means by many non-
medical persons, animal magnetism has made so much
progress of late, that the public will no longer be satisfied
with its being dismissed, ejther on the plea of ignorance re-
specting it,or of its being treated as a system of deception and
charlatanism, by some members of the medical profession,
who would do well to investigate the subject before passing
an unqualified judgment upon it. In the phenomena of animal
magnetism there is nothing more surprising than in the disco-
veries in physical science and art, which at the present day
are of such frequent occurrence ; and there are in truth many ..
persons who, though fully convinced of the reality of the .
effects, are disinclined to the expression of their belief, from .
an apprehension that their interests would be thereby pre- .
judicially affected ; and some of my well-meaning friends _
sought-on these grounds to dissuade me from what they
were pleased to term my advocacy, when the current of
popular prejudice was strongly opposed to it five years ago ;
though I merely stated the alteration which my opinions
had undergone from further observation when a new edi-
tion of my work was required : considering it but justice
on that occasion to make known the truth such as it had
presented itself to me; and also that an important
principle, as regards the extension of our psychological
knowledge, was involved in the higher manifestations.
Indeed, it is to be regretted that England should be be-
hind-hand with reference to this as it has been to some
other questions of scientific inquiry which are now
fully admitted. On the continent, as the Rev. Mr.
Sanby justly remarks, ‘ Mesmerism has been received
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as a fait accompli for years; in Germany it is practis'e(i
to a considerable extent; in Prussia many physicians
make use of it under the authority of government; in
Berlin, in particular, the greatest success has attended its
use ; in Stockholm, degrees are granted in the university
after an examination on its laws; in Russia, the emperor
appointed a commission of medical men to inquire into it,
and this commission pronounced it a ‘ very important
agent.” The first physician of the emperor, and many
others at St. Petersburg, spoke in favour of its utility ; -at
Moscow, a systematic course of treatment under the high-
est auspices, has been employed for years. In Denmark,
physicians practise it under a royal ordinance; and by a
decree of the College of Health. In Holland, some of the
first men take it up. In.France, the extent to which it is
Ppractised is considerable indeed. - ‘ :

Speaking of Magnetism, Baron Feuchtersleben terms it
“a reme'dy which, as respects both its basis and its con_
sequences, requires further unprejudiced and cautious ob-
servation, and awaits-the judgment of continually progress-
ing knowledge,” and observes that,—* In the second de-
gree, sympathies and antipathies appear; the approach of
certain men or of metals produces convulsions .in the
countenance and limbs of these patients ; the approach of
other persons or of the magnet relieves them. The third
degree, exalted sleep, produces the very surprising pheno-
mena of so-called clairvoyance.”

«The chief obstacles to the scientific progress on the -
subject of magnetism are, that those inquirers, -from
whose judgment and impartiality the most was to be ex-
pected in this matter, concern themselves too little or
not at ail about it, and prefer directing their attention to

B
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less hazardous branches of investigation. Those, on the

" contrary, who choose this subject of inquiry are in general
too much prepossessed in its favour to remain impartial.
The presence of an indifferent or incredulous spectator
excites their antipathy, and they produce their most asto-
nishing wonders only before believers, a fact of which I
have often convinced myself.” *

After speaking of the numbers of medical men and others
who admit mesmerism in India, Miss Martineau, in her re-
cent work  Eastern Life,” says, ¢ All the naval surgeons
whom I met with in the Mediterranean are convinced of its
truth. Among these there are some who think most of
its curative powers; but there are others who see how infi-
nitely more important and interesting are those of its-
facts which belong to .mental philosophy, and who feel
what an illustrious foreigner expressed to me not long ago
in London : ¢ It is a shame for your country that it should
‘be behind every other civilised nation in regard to this por-
tion of science. It is strange that men should be slow to
investigate a powerful curative means. But when the same
-agent shows that man has a new faculty of the mind—a fa
culty mot hitherto numbered among his powers, what can
one say to indifference to such a discovery as this, the
greatest that man has ever made? It is a'shame to your
country.’”” This reproach is, however, ina fair way of being
done away with, and doubtless ere long the study and prac-
tice of Animal Maguetism will be generally acknowledged to
be a highly efficient additional means of alleviating disease,
and of subserving other impertant purposes.

* The Principles of Medical Psychology, translated by G. H. E.
‘Lloyd, and published by the Sydenham Society.

Brighton, December 1848.
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As regards my qualification to treat of the subject
under consideration, I may premise that I was led to
direct my attention to it, from the circumstance that many
years ago a brief notice of animal magnetism was ap-
pended to my work on the Medical Institutions of the
Continent, as being in some measure connected with
foreign practice : this subsequently appeared as a separate
pamphlet, in which I expressed my disbelief in the reality
of the phenomena ascribed to magnetism, referring the
effects produced to the influence of monotony, the imagi-
nation, collusion, and deception on the part of magneti-
sers and somnambulists. On subsequently finding, how-
ever, -that a large proportion of eminent scientific persons
on the continent did not hesitate to admit their truth, I
was led to investigate the matter more closely, and in
an appendix to a third edition acknowledged that I had
seen reason greatly to modify' my previous opinions from
the observation of numerous facts, some* of which will be
cited on the present occasion.

The question is not one calculated for public discussion
in a large assembly, where it is to be expected that the
difference of opinion respecting facts, which, if not made
evident at the time, must depend on the nature of
the testimony adduced in their support, would not always
be expressed with becoming calmness and the avoidance
of personalities, especially when the statements avouched
to be true are attempted to be disproved by mere argu-
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4 ANIMAL MAGNETISM.

mentation or a positive denial from « priori reasoning on
the part of those who may not have had adequate opportu-
nities of investigating their validity or falsity. The limits
of a lecture do not admit of a full elucidation of the va-
rious points connected with this important topic; I shall
therefore refer chiefly to some of the leading facts and
positions, showing their relation to phenomena freguent]y
observed, but of which no satisfactory explanation has
been offered, and shall abstain from dwelling upon histo-
rical or theoretical details which may be obtained from
published works, my object being to facilitate a more 1m-
pa.rltial appreciation of the subject than generally pre-
vails, .

The term Animal Magnetism is usually employed abroad,
and is more appropriate than that of mesmerism, (the
effects having been manifested from the earliest periods,
though subjected to different interpretations in various
countries, and according to the predominant opinions
of the times,) from the analogy which the physical results
bear to thosé of magnets which the experiments of
Prevost of Geneva and the more recent ones of Baron
Reichenbach further corroborate. From the poles of
magnets, as also from the fingers and eyes of magnetisers,
luminous emanations are occasionally perceived by som-
nambulists and sensitive subjects. That this is not ima-
ginary is proved by the circumstance that in the former
instance the plate of the daguerrotype is affected by the
emanation.* Both animal and mineral magnetism act from

* Dr. Elliotson observes, with reference to a recent case, I have
now to record a striking fact, While I am drawing up her rigid arm
in the waking staté with her eyes free, she sees as soon as the limb
begins to ascend, but not before, a colourless stream pass from it to
my hand of the same breadth of the number of the points of the
fingers which I employ at the moment. Though I cover the part with
a shawl, single or folded, the appearance is equal. This statement may
be relied upon as securely as the phenomena ina chemist’s laboratory:
_If I stiffen her body and then make tractive passes from it, as soon as
it advances the stream from it is seen. If I draw with both hands, there
are two streams side by side from the part. . The farther I stand from
her, the fainter the stream appears, and ifata great distance, there is
no visible stream nor traction. She compares it to moonlight.”” This
may explain how somnambulists can readily detect a glass of magne-

tised water or a coin from a dozen others, where collusion has been’
impossible, : :
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points. A magnetiser could produce no effect when stand-
Ing, sitting, or lying parallel with the persons on whom
he experimented; but in pointing with the fingers or toes,
or by looking fixedly at’ them, the usual results ensued.
Magnets have been long, and are still, employed abroad,
and sometimes in England for . the alleviation of certain
diseases of a nervous or paioful character; and prickling
or other sensations are experienced by many subjects in
the parts to which they are directed.” Analogous sensa-
tions are produced by the passes or pointings, and trac-
tion of somnambulists towards their magnetisers is a very
common effect. These instances may suffice to show the
connexion between the two. Mesmer, in fact, did not
appear to be aware of the extent of magnetic influence ;
and somnambulism, if not unknown to him, was not in-
duced in his patients, convulsive attacks or crises being
the most usual results observed. These, indeed, were
most likely to ensue from his proceedings, which were
enveloped in considerable mystery, and were eminently
calculated to strike the imagination, especially of the
weakly or.sensitive. The persons to be magnetised were
assembled in a large saloon dimly lighted with tapers,

eing placed ina circle around a covered vessel (supposed
to be magnetic) termed the daquet, each being con-
Dected with the others by means of wires or cords : music
rom a harpsichord or piano was heard from an adjoining
apartment. After a time, Mesmer entered clad in a robe
of light-coloured silk, holding in his hand a rod, which he
directed to different parts of the patients, who rarely failed
to experience various symptoms términating in many of
th,em in crises or convulsions of an hysterical nature.
When these occurred in one, others became speedily af-
fected. On many persons, however, no effect was pro-
duced. Among these were the commissioners appointed
by the Academie de Medécine and des Sciences, to in-
Vestigate and report upon the proceedings. At one time
*lesmer’s practice was in such high repute, that he refused
a pension of thirty thousand francs offered him by the
Minister to induce him to make. public the mysteries of
Is art; but subsequent to its examination and condem-
Dation in the reports of these scientific bodies, which justly
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ascribed the effects for -the most part to the influence of
the imagination, it sank into comparative disuse. .
This influence of the imagination, both in the production
of and in the removal of disordered conditions of the eco-
nomy, has not received from the medical profession the
degree of consideration to which its importance entitles
it.  Delille, in his poem < L’Imagination,” thus adverts
to the results caused by Mesmer’s practice :

“ Tous se felicitoient de leurs metamorphoses
La vielle Eglé croyoit voir renaitre ses roses,
Le viellard decrepit se ranimant peu a peu
D'un retour de santé menagoit son neveu :
Le jeune homme a vingt ans ridé par la mollesse
Se promettoit encore quelques jours de jeunesse,”

And after the departure nof Mesmer,

“ Mesmer courut ailleurs porter son art aimable

+ Chaque malade au fond de son apartement 3
Tout seul avec ses maux s’enterra tristement
Et des remedes vains implorant la puissance
11 perdit le plus doux, en perdant Tesperance.”

Subsequently, under the Marquis of Puysegur, and the
improved mode of magnetism, the violent crises but sel-
'dom occurred, and the state of sleep and somnambulism
was induced.

The best definition is perhaps that which considers
animal magnetism as an influence depending upon a cer-
tain state of the nervous system presenting phenomena
which may be caused in some persons, by others perform-
ing certain actions withthe intention of producing this state.
These are not producible upon most people in health. Of
one hundred such persons subjected to trial, probably two-
thirds would experience no effects, and on the remaining
third only light results would be occasioned. By repeti-
tion, however, most persons become susceptible to the
influence. Much depends upon the magnetiser. In gene-
ral, if there be no counteracting circumstances, the
stronger and healthier g person is, so much the greater is
his magnetising power., The. sleep, though the most
common effect, is not indispensable for the beneficial ac-
tion, pains being often allayed by magnetism, as well as



ANIMAL MAGNETISM. .7

other results without sleep being occasioned. ~ The sleep,
or coma, is the most simple state, to which somnambu-
lism is frequently superadded, the patients answering the
questions of persons placed en rapport, exhibiting cata-
leptic rigidity of parts, traction towards the magnetiser,
community of taste, feeling, or other consequences. Of
the- higher stage, clairvoyance, which is necessarily much
more rare, there are various degrees or shades, comprising
mental travelling, thought-reading, introvision or the
perception of internal organs of the body, &c. '

" 'This faculty is, in my opinion, not called into action
by the magnetiser’s wili, but is spontaneous, and super-
added in a certain proportion of subjects. Some may be-
come, clairvoyant on the second or third seance, while
in the great majority there is no sign of its appearance,
though they may have been long subjected to magnetisa-
tion. Tranquillity of mind is one of the most essential con-
ditions for its manifestation. The other day, at St. Leo-
nard’s, a clairvoyante failed altogether in what she attempt-

-ed, which she ascribed to the disturbing influence of the |

murder committed on the previous day—the presence of
sceptics on the subject, or the open expression of disbelief

“has also a disturbing effect, though not always.

‘When a bar of iron is to be magnetised, the magnet
is drawn along it from above downwards, and the usual
mode of magnetising individuals is, as is well known, by
passes or motions with the hands from the head down-

‘wards, demagnetisation being effected by transverse or

upward passes. These actions, however, are considered
but subordinate means by most magnetisers, the will being
the influence which determines the effect ; looking fixedly
at the patient often suffices. When in coma or somnam-
bulism, individuals are to a greater or less extent insen-
sible to external stimulants, as noises of all kinds, pungent
substances (as ammonia) applied to the nostrils, pinch-
ing, pricking, or other mechanical irritation of the body.
Some subjects who are unaffected by the. action of one
magnetiser,  would soon be brought under the influence of
another: the state of the atmosphere, the temperature of

surrounding bodies, and the physical and moral disposi-
tion of the magnetiser, likewise exert a powerful influ-

ence in the production of the effects.
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Adversaries, in order to disprove Animal Magnetism,
usually quote the reports of the Academie des Sciences,
and the-Academie de Medécine, upon Mesmer’s proceed-
ings at the close of last century, already alluded to, sel-
dom referring to the more recent commission appointed
by the Academie de Medécine in 1825, upon the grounds
that modern magnetism was altogether of a different
nature from the mesmerian. This commission continued
its investigations for a period of six years, at the expira-
tion of which it sent into the Academie a report signed by
nine out of the twelve members ; the other three did not
sign, not having attended the experiments throughout.
These were all persons of high standing in the medical
profession, and numerous corroborative cases were ad-
duced, of which I will briefly refer to one or two. - Paul
Villagrand, who had been cured of paralysis by magneti-
sation, under the superintendence of the commissioners,
manifested the phenomena of clairvoyance : “ The 12th
of January,” says the report, “the commissioners once
- more assembled at the house of M. Fosisac. After two
minutes of the passes, Paul is in somnambulism. The
“eyelids being held closed constantly and alternately, by
MM. Fouquier, Itard, Mare, and the reporter, a new
pack of eards is brought, the envelope torn off, the cards
are shuffled, and Paul recognizes, easily and successively,
the king of spades, the ace of clubs, queen of spades,
nine of clubs, seven. of diamonds, queen of diamonds,
and eight of diamonds. He also reads lines from a His-
tory of France, which the reporter had brought with him,
as fikewise a paper on which two words had been written””
Analogous effects were repeated on subsequent occasions,
and the commissioners remark, ¢ The conclusions to be
dr?wn from this long and curious case are easy; they
arise naturally from the simple exposition of the facts
-which we have related, and we state them as follows :—
Ist. A patient, whom a rational medication by one of the
first practitioners of the capital was not able to cure of
para]ysls, finds his cure in the employment of magnetism,
and, in the exactness with which the treatment is pursued
-which he prescribes for himself while in somnambulism.
2od. In this state his strength is notably increased.
3rd- He gives us the most undeniable proot that he
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reads with the eyes closed. 4th. He foresees the period
of his cure, and is cured at the time which he announced.”

The case of another patient, zt. twenty, born of an epi-
leptic mother, and subject to fits five or six times a week
for ten years, is next given in the report. This individual
predicted while in somnambulism, - the periods of his
attacks, and when he would be cured ; the former predic-
tions were verified, but before the time which he had
fixed for his cure arrived, he was knocked down by a ca-
briolet and killed. The commissioners observe upon this
case, “ We see in this instance a young man subject for
ten years to-epilepsy for which he had been treated at
-two hospitals, and exempted from military service. Mag-
netism acts upon him though he is completely ignorant
-of what is done to him; he becomes somnambulist. The
symptoms of his disease are ameliorated, the attacks dimi-
nish in frequency, his headaches, and oppression disappear
beneath the influence of magnetism ; he prescribes  him-
self a treatment appropriated to the nature of his dis-
ease, and from which he promises himself a cure. Being
magnetised without his knowledge and from afar, he falls
into somnambulism, and is awakened from it with the
‘same quickness as when the magnetiser is near him.
Lastly, he indicates with a rare precision one and two
months beforehand, . the day and the hour at which he is
to have an attack of epilepsy ; nevertheless, though en-
dowed with a foresight for attacks at so distant a period,-
he does not foresee that in two days he will meet with a
fatal accident. Let us add, that his prevision is not ab-
solute, that it is conditional, since when’ foretelling an
attack, he stated that it would not take place if he were
magnetised, and in fact it does not take place, it is altoge-
ther organic, internal. Thus we can conceive why he did
ot foresee an event altogether external, viz., that chance
should lead him in the way of a fiery horse, and that in
attempting to stop it he should receive a mortal wound.”
The report terminates by.saying, ¢ The commission far
from placing limits to this part of physiological science,
entertains, on the contrary, the hope that a new field is
opened to it, and. warranting the accuracy of our own ob-
servations, presenting them with confidence to those who
after us will occupy themselves with magnetism, we re-

BS&
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strict ourselves to drawing the following conclusions,

‘which are the necessary consequence of the facts, the
ensemble of which constitutes our report”® . :

- . . .

Of these it will suffice to adduce a few, referring to points
which have been the most questioned.

‘ Conclusion 2nd. The actions which are external and
visible are not always necessary, since on many occasions
the will, the fixed look of the magnetiser, have sufficed to
produce effects, even when unknown to the magnetised.

“7. It may be inferred with certainty, that the state
of somnambulism exists when it gives rise to the
development of new faculties which-have been desig-
nated by the name of clairvoyance, intuition, inter-
nal prevision, or when it produces great changes in the
physiological state, as insensibility, a sudden and consider-
able increase of strength, and when this state cannot be
referred to any other cause.

~ ““14. There usually take place changes more or less re-
markable in the perceptions and faculties of individuals in
whom somnambulism is produced by magnetism.

*“18. We have seen two somnambulists distinguish with
closed eyes the abjects placed before them; they have
named, without touching them, the colour and points of
cards ; they have read words written or lines, from abook.
This phenomenon has occurred even when the eyelids
were kept closed by the fingers.

“19. We have met with two somnambulists, in whom
existed the faculty of foreseeing acts of the organism,
more or less distinct and complicated.

22, Some of the patients magnetised have derived no
advantage, others have experienced more or less marked
benefit ; one patient the relief of habitual pains,—another
the return of strength,—a third, the suspension for seve-
ral months of epileptic attacks, and a fourth, a complete
cure of a serious and long standing paralysis.

23, Considered as an agent of physiological pheno-
mena, or as a therapeutical means, magnetism ought to
find a place within the sphere of medical knowledge, and

consequently, only medical practitioners ought to employ
i, of to superintend its employment as is practised in the
countries of the north.

. “24. The commission has collected, and it communi-
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cates to the Academie, facts sufficiently important to in-
duce it to think that the Academie ought to encourage
researches on magnetism, as a very curious branch of
psychology and natural history.” = Such is part of the
official report.

The justness of these conclusions is fully borne out by
what has since occurred, and by the great progress which
magnetism has made of late years,—facts- of which the
commissioners could only meet with some isolated in-
stances being now of common occurrence. The insen-
sibility to pain produced by magnetising, will, I think, be
denied by no unprejudiced persons who have given the
subject a moderate share of their attention, and as is well
known, this invaluable application of the art has been
made available in the practice of surgery, several hun-
dreds of painless operations having been performed on
patients while in this state, who for the most part ap-
peared as if in tranquil sleep. It would seem, indeed,
that in China, magpetising has been long resorted to for
the purpose of obviating the slight inconvenience of shav-
mg. <] observed,” says a recent traveller, * that the
greater part of the patients slept while they were being
shaved, and could not account for this singularity. But
one morning I observed a man seat himself on a stool a
little apart from the rest, and began my task of sketching,
when the barber, . instead of. commencing his operations,
placed himself before his customer, and first of all took
bold of his hands, then passed his hands several times
over the shoulders and before the face of the sitter, who
shortly fell into a state of quiet drowsiness, if he did not
actually go to sleep. When he had finished, he shook the
sleeper gently, and awoke him; I frequently saw the
same thing practised afterwards.”* :

. The present Governor-General of India has shown the
igh sense which he entertains of the benefit conferred
¥ this process upon mankind, by nominating to the staff-
Surgeoncy, Dr. Esdaile, by whom its advantages have been
made fully manifest in the hospital directed by him,
Where between three and four hundred painless operations
h?(_i been performed; and yet a few years ago, the possi-
blhty of this occurring was denied in the first medical
* Borget, La Chine et les Chinois.
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society in the kingdom: several of the members havi
sought to induce the society to take no cognizance of tl
case of amputation perfectly well attested, which wa
brought under its notice. This opposition on the part ¢
scientific bodies to inquiry into the facts presented to them
is not, I conceive, of that interested character which
some have considered it to be; for in perhaps no other
class of men is there such liberality and self-sacrifice as
among the medical profession : but so many systems of
quackery and deception are being continually brought for-
ward, that it is not surprising that caution should some-
times be carried beyond the extreme. Professor Orfila,
Dean of the Parisian faculty, justly observed with refe-
rence to the opposition which this question met with in
the Royal Academy of Medicine, * If there does exist
trickery and quackery in animal magnetism, its adversa-
ries are too hasty in refusing to admit what has been as- -
serted in regard to its effects. If the magnetic pheno-
Inena appear extraordinary, those of electricity appeared
equally marvellous at its origin. Whether magnetism be
for good or evil, it is clearly a therapeutic agent, and it
becomes the honour and dignity of the Academie to exa-
mine into it.”

“Considering the material nature of medical studies, and
the neglect of psychology, a large proportion of medical
men are not so well qualified to investigate with becoming
impartiality questions referring to the philosophy of mind,
z}nd itis thus that' many who were disbelievers altogether
in an.tmal magnetism, though now admitting its ordinary
physxcal' effects, still refuse to receive evidence in support
of the higher phenomena, considering them to be opposed
to the laws of pature, Qur acquaintance, however, with
these laws, though contin ually extending, is still very
limited, and is greatly restricted by circumstances of posi-
tion and degree of mental cultivation,

“An ignorant peasant may reject the testimony of a
philosopher,” says Dr. Abercrombie, ¢ with regard to the
size of the moon, because he thinks he has the evidence

of his.senses that it is only a foot in diameter. When
the King of Siam was told by a Dutch traveller, that at
certain seasons of the year, water became so solid that an
elepbant mlgl}t walk over it, he replied, ‘I have be-
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lieved many things which you told me, because I took you
f_or a man of veracity, but now I am convinced that you
lie” Had the King of Siam once seen water in a frozen
state, he would not only have been put right in regard to
tl}is fact, but his confidence would have been shaken in
his own experience, as the test of probability in other
things, and he would have been mfre disposed for the
further reception of truth upon the evidence of testi-
mony.” : . :
I have little doubt that when magnetism comes to be
more generally practised, it will in great measure super-
sede the use of chloroform as a means of blunting the
sensibility during operations. The impediment to this
n England lies in the paucity of magnetisers, which is
obviated at Calcutta, where it is employed in all cases
of this kind. In the greater number of operations which
have witnessed under the influence of ether or chloro-
form, there have been indications of suffering ; and pain
Is doubtless felt, though after coming to himself the patient
may not remember to have suffered. Several assistants
are not unfrequently required to control the patient’s
movements. The inspiration of these agents, is, more-
over, generally objectionable, to say nothing of the pre-
Judicial consequences resulting from the abuse of the
Practice spoken of from time to time in the public papers.
Any means by which the above-mentioned effects can
be_produced, may readily be conceived capable of bene-
ficial application in other instances, and it has been found
to be so in some diseases which frequently resist the ordi-
nary efforts of medicine, pains of various kinds, neural-
13, rheumatism, spasmodic attacks, epilepsy, paralysis,
and others of the nervous class.” Deleuze mentions more
than sixty cases of paralysis cured by this means; one
Case has lately been published of thirty years’ duration.
The Rev. Lewis, the mesmeriser, as quoted by Mr.
Sanby, says, ¢ The paralysed leg and foot which had been
10 a cold and withered state for thirty years, are now as
Wwarm as any part of the patient’s frame, much larger in
Size, and strong enough to .bear her weight. She can
walk many miles. - Long-standing functional deafness, has
also been cured by this means.” Dr. Teste mentions one
Case of fifteen years’ duration, cured after the failure of
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all other remedies, in' consequence of a few weeks’ mag-
netisation. A maguetiser, not a great way from Brighton,
has also cured a soldier of deafness, of more than two
years’ standing, by magnetising for three weeks. A
celebrated German physician* observes, with reference
to its curative powers, “ The cases in which during a
series of years I have either administered magnetism my-
self or caused it to be administered by others, consist for
the most part of those in which I could obtain no relief,
or at the utmost but a very equivocal alleviation from
ordinary medical treatment,—acute and chronic diseases of
various kinds, nervous and other tedious complaints, in
.persons of every age and rank. In several of these
patients, no other phenomenon was observed than a state
similar tosleep ; in others there was feverish excitement,
in many there were disagreeable and painful feelings, and
in not a few convulsions. In many patients the com-
plaints abated during the process of manipulation, or the
patients were restored to health by this treatment without
being able to.discover the cause. But all the patients
magnetised did not recover,—many continued in the same
state as before, others found only an alleviation of their
sufferings, nay, some died. In some the cure was transi-
ent, several were only partially, but many completely
cured.”

An increase of pains, and in the severity of convulsive
diseases, is not an unfrequent consequence at the outset
of the treatment, and this might mislead inexperienced
practitioners. The exact sphere of application of ani-
gnal magnetism in this country remains to be determined,
Inasmuch as it has not been taken up by the medical pro-
fession, except by some individual members. In India, in
{&merica, and on the continent, there are many magne-
tisers in the profession, whereas here itis pretty generally
practised by non-medical persons, whence the difficulty
of arriving at any correct appreciation of the results pro-
duced by it. Though not intended in any way to super-
§ede medicine, magnetism must, I conceive, be regarded
in the light of a highly important adjunct bestowed by 2
beneficent Providence, in order to mitigate the disorders
inseparable from the rapid increase in the arts of luxury
’ * Weinholt.
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and civilization, and available in many instances where
medicine has been found to be of but little avail.
~ In reviewing Dr. Esdaile’s work, which records the nu-
merous painless operations performed by him, Dr. Forbes,
who was -at one time strongly opposed to magnetism, and
has not yet, I believe, admitted the reality of the higher
phenomena, thus records his altered opinion : ““Indeed
we hesitate not to assert, that the testimony is now of
50 varied and extensive a kind, so strong, and in a certain
proportion of cases so seemingly unexceptionable, as to
authorise us, nay, in honesty to compel us, to recom-
mend that an-immediate trial be made of the practice in
surgical cases.. If mesmerism, even in its humbler pre-
tensions, be absolutely untrue, let it be proved to be so.
Of one thing let us rest assured, that not only the public,
but the more sober and thinking part” of the profession,
will ere long hold those at a disadvantage who in opposi-
tion to facts apparently well-authenticated can or will
but adduce mere unsupported arguments or ridicule.” *
The consideration of the physical influence, so ‘to
speak, transmitted from the magnetiser to-the magne-
tised, should be separated from that of the psycholo-
gical phenomena supervening, as I conceive, sponta-
heously in 4 certain proportion of subjects. Analogous
Phenomena have been often observed to attend natural
Somnambulism and other anormal conditions of the ner-
Yous system. To persons who have not studied psycho-
logy, “the perception of objects independently of the
organs employed for this purpose in our ordinary state,
may appear an inversion of a law of nature, such persons
Dot taking into account the peculiar conditions under
_wthh. these results take place. If we are to believe
In spiritual existences, it must be admitted that there
are modes of perception not requiring eyes; and that
these organs are not used by natural somnambulists or
dleep-walkers, who are often able to perform acts which
In their waking state they could not accomplish, was
well known in the time of Shakspeare, who, on the
Ehtrance of Lady Macbeth in this state, makes the
attendant say,—¢ Her eyes, you see, are open,”—

* British and Foreign Medical Review.
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'to which the physician replies,~—* Ay ! but their sence
is shut” and in fact, there is every reason to believe
that the manifestation of certain faculties which we pos-
sess is restricied by the organs.

Zschokke, in one of the most standard works on prac-
tical religion, the “ Stunden der Andacht,” observes on
this point,—* We are but learners in our investigations
into the secrets of ‘nature, and what appears to us to be
imcomprehensible is not on that account to be altogether
denied. We now know, for instance, that the human
soul, which employs for its instrument, as regards earthly
things, the nervous system more especially, can also feel
and perceive beyond the sphere of the nerves. We
know that in certain conditions of nervous disorder man
may possess increased powers, may perceive distant
things which are separated from him by an interval of
many miles. . We have examples of this in somnambu- -
Lists who, during the complete sleep of their bodies, per-
form acts which in their waking state they were unable
to accpmplish. Thus, herein shows itsell very clearly
an activity of the human mind, altogether independent of
its outward senses. But in point of fact it is not the
eyes which see, nor the ears which hear: it is the mind
which sees, hears, and perceives by means of the nerves
which are distributed over the whole surface of the body,
and the powers of which are at most redoubled in the
apparatus of the senses, smell, feeling, &c.” . )

Mr, Bakewell, in his Natural Evidence of a Future
State, observes,—* To be able to see without the eye,
to hear without the ear, and to feel without touching the
objects of sensation, would, we may venture to assert,
have _heen considered utterly impossible, if we had not
experience of the fact from the effects of imagination and
of dreams.  These facts, we contend, afford direct proof
n support of the position before advanced, that the per-
cipient. principle is independent of the organs of sense,
apd they lend us to infer also, that che material organiza-
tion of the brain, by which the impressions of external
objects are couveyed to the mind, must be dictinct from
the power that receives and retains those impressions ;
for it would be impossible otherwise to account for the
activity of the perceptive power during the time that the
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brain ceases to hold any direct communication with the
material world. But though the mind may and must be
affected in its modes of operation by the condition of its
corporeal machine, there is no more reason to regard
this sympathy between the mind and the body as indica-
tive of the absolute necessary dependence of the former
on the vitality of the latter, than there is to imagine that
the existence of heat depends on the continued action of
the machinery of the steam-engine, by the agency of
which the expansive power of that subtle property ‘of
matter is exerted. ' ‘
... “ Though the phenomend of dreams and of spectral
illusions do not represent the perceptive faculties to be
capable of acting when separated altogether from the
corporeal machine, yet we conceive ghat the proofs which
they exhibit of the agency of the perceptive powers, not
only without the aid of the organs of sensation, but in
Irect opposition to the impressions which those organs
convey to the brain, are sufficient to establish the ab-
stract independence of the mind.” *

Admitting this view of the case, which is confirmed
more fully of late years by the mass of facts to which
Public attention has been directed, it is no more impos-
sible that an unknown person, many miles distant, should
be.described than that a card in an adjoining room, or a
Written word in enclosed envelopes, should be correctly

esignated by individuals in whom these exceptional con-
Itions of somnambulism exist. Space, as Jung-Stilling
observes, being merely the operation of the material
Organs of sense, out of their sphere has no existence;
therefore’ as soon as the soul forsakes the latter, all
Proximity and distance cease. Hence, if it be in rapport
Wwith a person many thousand miles distant, it can impart
knOW]edge by an internal communication, and receive it
fom such a one, and all this as rapidly as thoughts
ollow each other. Time being also in fact a mere mode
of thinking, and not existing in reality, the detached
soul may be susceptible of future occurrences.

* Many eminent persons have ascribed the phenomena sometimes
:) CCUITing in states of somnambulism, catalepsy, ecstacy, and dreaming,
0 the temporary disassociation of the mind from the body.
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The following lines of Wordsworth are applicable to
-the state.of trance or somnambulism as one :—

¢ In which the burden of the mystery

On which the heavy and the weary weight
Of all this unintelligible world, «

Is lightened ; that serene and blessed state
In which the affections gently lead us on,
Until the breath of this corporeal frame,
And even the motion of our human blood
Almost suspended, we are laid asleep

In body, and become a living soul ;

‘While, with an eye made quiet by the power
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,
We see into the life of things.”’*

There is upon record an abundance of instances in
which sleep-walkers have been known to solve difficult
problems, write verses, and perform other acts which
they could not have done-at other times. Dr. Dyce, of
Aberdeen, describes the case of a girl who, during her
‘attacks, was in the habit of talking of things that seemed”
to pass before her like a dream. On one occasion she
repeated the entire baptismal service of the Church of
Eugland, and concluded with an extemporary prayer.
‘She also became capable of following her usual employ-
ment during the paroxysm. She would lay out the
table for breakfast, and dress herself and the children,
her eyes remaining shut the whole time.. The remarkable
‘circumstance was discovered, that during the paroxysm
she had a distinct recollection of what had taken place
in former attacks, though she had not the slightest re-
collection of it during the intervals. She was taken to
church during the paroxysm, and attended the service
with apparent devotion, and at one time was so affected
!)y the sermon, that she actually shed tears, yet in the
interval she had no recollection whatever of the circum-
stance ; but in the following paroxysm she gave a most
distinct account of it, and actually repeated the passage

of the sermon that had so much affected her. During
the attack her eyes were generally half shut, and re-

sembled those of a person labouring under amaurosis ;
the pupil dilated and insensible. ‘

. * Lines on revisiting the banks of the Wye.
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Professor Feder, of Gottingen, relates the case of a
student who, when in attacks of somnambulism, would
go from his bed-room to his parlour and back, open and
shut the doors, and take out of the closets what he
wanted, pieces of music, pen, ink, paper, &c., and all this
with his eyes shut. From among his music he picked
out a march from the Medea, laid the sheet in a proper
situation before him, and having found the appropriate
key, he played the whole piece with his usual skill upon
the harpsicord. In the same manner he also played one
of Bach’s sonnatas, and gave the most expressive pas--
sages with surprising effect. One of the persons present
turned the notes upside down. This he immediately
perceived, and when he again began to play, he replaced
the sheet in its proper situation. While playing, he re-
marked a string out of tune, upon which he stopped, put
itin order, and then proceeded. He wrote a letter to his
brother, and what he wrote was not only perfectly ra-
tional, but straight and legible. While Professor Feder
was on a visit to him one afternoon, he observed that it
was snowing, which was really the case. On the.same
day he remarked, notwithstanding his eyes were closed,
that the landlord of the opposite house was standing at
the window, which was true, and that hats were hanging
in the window of another room of the same house, which
was also correct.

The following case is cited from the Transactions of
the Medical Society of Breslaw :—* A ropemaker, aged'
23 years, was frequently overtaken by sleep, even by
daylight, and in the midst of his usual occupations, whe-
ther sitting, standing, or walking. His eyes were firmly
closed, and he lost the use of all his external senses.
While in this state he recommenced doing all that he
had been engaged in during the previous part of the day,
from his morning devotions up to the commencement of
the paroxysm. At other times he would continue the
work in which he happened to be engaged at the time,
and finished his business with as great care and success
as when awake. When the fit overtook him in travelling,
he did not stand still, but proceeded on his journey with
the same facility, and almost faster than when awake,
without missing the road or stumbling over anything.
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In this manner he repeatedly went from Naumberg to
Weimar. Upon one of these occasions he came into a
parrow lane across which there lay some timber. He
passed over it regularly as if awake, without injury.
With equal care and dexterity he avoided the horses

* and carriages which came in his way. At another time
he was overtaken by sleep a short while before setting
out for Weimar on horseback ; he rode through the river
Xima, allowed his horse to drink, and drew up his legs to

. prevent them getting wet; he then passed through seve-
ral streets, crossed the market-place, which was then full
of people, hooths, and carts, and arrived in safety at the
house where his business lay. During the continuance
of the paroxysm he was quite insensible; though pricked,
pinched, or struck, he felt nothing. He could not see
when his eyes were forced open ; he could mot smell even
the most volatile spirit, nor could he hear the report of a
pistol when fired close beside him. Here, then, is no
«foundation for the hypothesis of one sense supplying the
place of another, because all the external senses were
ascertained to be completely dormant. The case, it is
conceived, can only be accounted for by assuming, as
warranted by the facts, a transference of the faculties,
and that the internal sense, the soul, manifested its ener-
gies through other than the usual organs.”

The following case of a young ecclesiastic was reported
by the Archbishop of Bordeaux. -« He used to rise every
night and write out either sermons or pious music. In order
to study his condition, the archbishop remained several
nights in the patient’s room. He used to rise, take
paper, and write. Before he wrote music, he would take
a stick and rule the lines with it: he wrote the notes
and corresponding words with perfect correctness. The
notes that were to be blank he filled in after he had com-
pleted the whole. After completing a sermon -he read
it aloud from beginning to end. If any passage dis-
pleased him, he erased it, and wrote the amended pas-
sage gver the other. On one occasion he had to substi-
tute the word adorable for divin; but he did not omit
to alter the preceding article, ce into cet, by adding the
letter ¢ with exact precision to the word first written,
the phrase being cet adorable enfant, with reference to
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the infant Jesus. To ascertain whether he used his
eyes, the archbishop interposed a sheet of pasteboard
between the writing and his face. He took not the least
notice, but went on writing as before. If they adroitly
changed his paper when he was writing, he knew it if
the sheet substituted was of different size,-and appeared
embarrassed ; but if the sheet substituted was_of the
same size as that written on, he appeared not to be
aware of the change, and would continue to read off his
composition from the blank sheet of papers, as fluently
as when the manuscript itself lay before him ; nay, more,
he would continue his corrections, and introduce the
amended passage, writing it upon exactly the place on
the blank sheet which it-would have occupied on the
written page.”’—Blackwood’s Magazine. :
The following instance is also perfectly authenticated.
An eminent lawyer had been consulted respecting a case
of great importance and much difficulty, and had been
studying it with intense anxiety and attention for several
days, without arriving at a decision. On rising, how-
ever, one morning, he said he had had a most remarkable
dream. He had -dreamt of having delivered a clear and
luminous opinion respecting the case which had so much -
Perplexed him, and that he would give anything to re-
Cover the train of thought which had thus pasced through
Mis mind, His wife pointed to a writing-desk standing
In the room, when it appeared that he had risen during
his sleep, written down . the whole opinion, and returned
to bed without waking. The opinion proved: afterwards
to be perfectly correct. .- .- . . = ,
The distinguished French mathematician, Condorcet;
used to say, that when engaged in some profound and ob-
Scure calculations, he was sometimes obliged to leave them
a0 incomplete state and retire to rest, and that the re-
Maining steps and conclusions .of his calculations often
Presented themselves to him during his dreams. Dr.
I:‘Tanklin also stated that the issues and bearings of poh-_
Ucal events, which had puzzled him when awake, were
Not unfrequently unfolded to him in sleep. : .
lany instances of clairvoyance during natural som:
Dambulism are recorded, as also of  the prediction of pro-
bable'events., The following instance is stated in a
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letter from Captain Godinet to M. Ricard, and is pub-
lished in his work. ¢ In 1831, my sister, aged 18, was
attacked with an hysterical disease, In the course of
the attack, and after nervous spasms, she fell into a state
of natural somnambulism, and indicated, her eyes being
bandaged, and without a candle, the colour of the clothes
of each of the persons near her, and said whether she
knew them or not. One evening, the attack having
lasted very late in the night, and her doctor considering
that his remaining with her was unnecessary, had gone
away. The patient said, ¢ You think the doctor is gone
to bed and is sleeping, but you are wrong ; he is consult-
ing his books respecting my case, and I shall not be
better until the remedy which he fears to administer to
me is applied.” The fact having been verified, was found
to be perfectly correct.” o

The following instances, from Mr. Colquhoun’s work,
have likewise reference to this part of the subject.* °

“Dr. Arndt, an eminent German physician, relates,
that being one day seated near the bed of one of his
somnambulists, on a sudden she became agitated—ut-
tered sighs as if tormented by some vision, exclaimed,
‘ O heavens! my father! he is dying I’ . A few moments.
afterwards she awoke, seemed quite cheerful, and recol-
lected nothing of the anxiety she had so recently mani-
fested. She again relapsed twice into the same state of
magnetic sleep, and each time was tormented by the
same vision. Being asked what had happened to her
father, she answered, ‘He is bathed in blood, he is
dying.” Seon afterwards she awoke, became composed,
and the scene finished. Some weeks afterwards, Dr.
Arndt found this lady pensive and sorrowful; she had
Just received from her father, who was at the distance of
some hundred miles, an account of a serious accident
which had befallen him. In ascending - the stair of his
-cellar, the door had fallen upon his breast ; considerable
hzmorrhage ensued, and the physicians despaired of his
life. Dr. Arndt, who had marked the precise time of
the preceding scene during the somnambulism of the
lady, found it was the same day and hour as the acci-
dent had happened to her father.”
- “ Mademoiselle W., being at the house of M. de R.,

* Isis Revelata,
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observed respecting his son, that he was wounded in the
chin in Russia, and under treatment in the hospital,
which proved to be the fact. On the arrival of the list
of wounded, the son’s name was not included, at which
the father was delighted, and stated to Mademoiselle
W., who was at that time in somnambulic sleep, that for
once she had not guessed accurately, and had been com-
pletely deceived. At this she was very much offended,
and in an angry tone assured the father that she was
quite certain of the truth of what she said,—that at that
very moment she saw his son in the hospital with a
white linen round his chin. Soon afterwards a note -
arrived, stating that a second list of wounded had been
received, in which was the name of the son, who had
been struck by a musket-ball in the chin, and was
under treatment in the hospital.” ‘ .

* Two persons, while in somnambulism, predicted the
death of the king of Wurtemberg. The prediction of
the first somnambulist, in which the year and month
were announced, occurred four years before the event.
The circumstance was kept secret among a few friends,
and from the length of time that had elapsed, had been
nearly forgotten, when it was unexpectedly confirmed by
a second somnambulist, who announced not only the
year and month, but also the precise day. The first
prediction, which was made by Mademoiselle W., of
whose powers mention has been made in the preceding
case, took place in 1812, in the presence of several per-
sons, that his Majesty would die in an unusual manner,
between the 18th and 20th of April, 1816. When ques-
tioned in subsequent crises respecting the accuracy of
this announcement, she said she was quite certain as to
the year, but might be mistaken as to the particular
month, At a subsequent period, she fixed upon the
:lnonth of October, without specifying any particular

ay. :

*“ The second prediction was made by a somnambulist
upon the 17th of April, 1816, in the presence of three
persons, and was to the following effect :—His Majesty
will die this year, in the month of October. When asked
whether the event would take place in the beginning, the
middle or end of the month, she answered, ¢ At the end.’
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‘Can_you determine the precise day? Will it be the
26th?” ¢ No; the 28th: on that day he will be struck
with apoplexy.’ The king was actually struck with
apoplexy on the day predicted, and died iu the course of
a day or two after.” '

- The physician who accompanied the Crown Prince of
Wurtemberg to England a few years ago was introduce.d
to me, when I took the opportunity of asking about this
case, which he averred was perfectly true, saying, more-
over, that his father was physician to the late king, who
on the morning of the day the attack occurred was-in
good health and spirits. : :

I met with a German gentleman who, when at Stutt-
gard, made particular inquiries respecting the above
event, which he ascertained to be as stated, and the
coincidence of the occurrence with the prediction is not
doubted by the inhabitants. The same gentleman stated
to me, that Niebuhr the historian being with his son at
an inn, called to him in the night, and told him he must
expect to hear of the death of his uncle, which had just
taken place. This proved to be true, the uncle, who
was at a distance and previously in good health, having
been taken suddenly ill, and died at the time specified.

Referring to this power of predicting events, Zschokke
further observes :— Yet the understanding and " judg-
ment are not the only means by which God occasionally
permits the future to become known to man. Here,
likewise, exists in the human soul another faculty, the
extent of which we do not ourselves know, notwithstand-
ing its existence cannot well be questioned. Under
certain circumstances, which however rarely occur, and
usually appear ta accompany a disordered state, or an
approaching dissolution of the body, the soul enjoys a
greater freedom than in ordinary cases. It has the
power directly, and without inference, both of perceiving
occurrences at a distance, and of being sensible of future
events. . The properties of man’s nature are too little
known for us to pay no regard to, or to consider as false
that which we are not able to explain from ordinary and

nown causes. The ancients who knew as much as we
do of the human soul, observed this inexplicable power
of perception and foresight, especially in cases of ner-
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vous weakness and in the dying. Experience and- innu-
merable observations in more recent times, up to our
own day, corroborate the opinion, that there are circum-
stances under which the soul, less bound down than
usual by the body, passes out beyond the circle of opera-
tion of the earthly senses.”

CLAIRVOYANCE OF HEINRICH ZSCHOKKE.

“Tt has happened to me sometimes, on my first meeting
with strangers, as I listened silently to their discourse,
that their former life, with many trifling circumstances
therewith connected, or frequently some particular scene
in that life, has passed quite involuntarily, and, as it were,
dream-like, yet perfectly distinct before me. During
this time I usually feel so entirely absorbed in the con-
templation of the stranger-life, that at last I no longer
see clearly the face of the unknown wherein I undesign-
edly read, nor distinctly hear the voices of the speakers,
which before served in some measure as a commentary
to the text of their features. For a long time I held
such visions as delusions of the fancy, and the more so as
they showed me even the dress and motions of the
actors, rooms, furniture, and other accessories. By way
of jest I once in a familiar family circle at Kirchberg
related the secret history of a seamstress who had just
left the room and the house. I had never seen her be-
fore in my life; people were astonished and laughed,
but were not to be persuaded that I did not previously
know the relations of which I spoke, for what 1 had
uttered was the literal truth; I on my part was no less
astonished that my dream-pictures were confirmed by the
reality. 1 became more attentive to the subject, and
when propriety admitted, I would relate to those whose
life thus passed before me the subject of my vision, that
I might thereby obtain confirmation or refutation of it.

t was invariably ratified, not without consternation on
my part. I myself had less confidence than any one in
t!ns mental jugglery. So often as I revealed my vi-
sionary gifts to any new person, I regularly expected to
bear the answer, ¢ It was not so.” I felt a secret shudder
when my auditors replied that it was true, or when their

c
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astonishment betrayed my accuracy before they spoke.
Instead of many, I will mention one example, which pre- .
eminently astounded me. One fair day in the city of
Waldshut, I entered an inn, (the Vine,) in company
‘with two young student foresters; we were tired with
rambling through the woods. We supped with a nume-
rous saciety at the ¢able dhdte, where the guests were
making very merry with the peculiarities and eccentrici-
ties of the Swiss, with Mesmer's Magnetism, Lavater’s
Physiognomy, &c. One of my companions, whose na-
tional pride was wounded by their mockery, begged me
to make some reply, particularly to a handsome young
man who sat opposite us, and who had allowed himselt
extraordinary license.  This man’s former life was at that
moment presented to my mind. I turned to him and
asked whether he would answer me candidly if I related
to bim some of the most secret passages of his life, I
- knowing as Jittle of him personally as he did of me?
That would be going a hutle further, I thought, than
Lavater did with physiognomy. He promised, if I were
correct in my information, to admit it frankly. 1 then
related what my vision had shown me, and the whole
company were made acquainted with the private history
of the young merchant; his school years, his youthful
errors, lastly with a fault committed in reference to the
strong box of his principal. I described to him the
uninhabited room with whitened walls, where, to the
right of the brown door, on a table, stood a black money
box, &c. A dead silence prevailed during the whole
narration, which I alone occasionally interrupted by in-
quiring whether I spoke the truth,  ‘The startled young
wan confirmed every particular, and even, what T had
scarcely expected, the last mentioned, Touched by hi
candour, I shook hands with him over the table. and sai
no more. He asked my name, which I gave him, and v
remained together talking till past midnight. Heis p
bably still living!
el can well explain to myself how a person of liv
tmagination may form, as in a romance, a correct -
ture «_Jf the actions and passions of another person,
certain character, under certain circumstances.
whence came those trifling accessories which no
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concerned me, and in relation to people for the most part
indifferent to me, with whom I neither had, nor desired
to have, any connexion? Or, was the whole matter a
constantly recurring accident? Or, had my auditor,
perhaps, when I related the particulars of his former
life} very different views to give of the whole, although,
in his first surprise, and misled by some resemblances,
he had mistaken them for the same? And yet, im-
pelled by this very doubt, I had several times given
myself trouble to speak of the most insignificant things
which my waking dream had revealed to me. I shall
not say another word on this singular gift of vision, of
which I cannot say it was ever of the slightest service ;
it manifested itself rarely, ‘quite independently of my
will, and several times in reference to persons whom 1
cared little to look through. Neither am I the only
person in possession of this power. On an excursion 1
once made with two of my sons, I met with an old
Tyrolese, who carried oranges and lemons about the
country, in a house of public entertainment, in Lower
Hanenstein, one of the passes of the Jura. He fixed bis
eyes on me for some time, then mingled in the conversa-
tion, and said that he knew me, although he knew me
not, and went on to relate what I had done and striven
to do in former times, to the consternation of the country
people present, and the great admiration of my children,
who were diverted to find another person gifted like
their father. How the old lemon merchant came by his
knowledge he could explain neither to me nor to him-
self; he seemed, nevertheless, to value himself some-
what upon his mysterious wisdom.”—Zschokke's Auto-
6iograp],y.

It is well known, both from scriptural accounts, and
fom ordinary experience up to our own times, that
events predicted in dreams have often occurred, the
Minutizz being so exactly detailed as completely to dis-
Prove the idea of accidental coincidence.

The sister of a young Pole, with whom I was ac-
quainted, earnestly begged of him not to ride a horse,
which he was accustomed to ride, alleging as a reason
that she had dreamt the horse had become unénanage-

: c
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able, and that his bridle having broken in his attempts
to restrain it, he was thrown in the court-yard of the
castle, where she herself came to his assistance, Her
brother endeavoured to show her the unlikelihood of any
such occurrence—the horse having been properly broken
in, his bridle being a new one, and that if he were
thrown in the court-yard, there were always plenty of
domestics at hand. In order, however, to quiet her, he
abstained for a few days from riding, and on resuming
it, all went on well till the Sunday, when the horse
shied at a short distance from home, set off full gallop,
and in endeavouring to avoid the gate-posts, he broke
his bridle, was thrown in the court-yard, and his sister
came to his assistance, the servants being for the most
part at church. :

A lady told me that one of her friends dreamt three
times the same night that her child was taken by an
angel; on awaking after the third, she found the child
dead by her side, notwithstanding it was previonsly in
good health. T might mention analogous instances which
have come under my cognizance, but prefer quoting
from works in general circulation. '

Mr. Borrow, on describing his voyage out, in his work,
the « Bible in Spain,” relates one of these instances. “I
was on the forecastle discoursing with two of the sailors :
one of them who had but just left his hammock, said, ¢ I
have had a strange ‘dream, which I do not much like;
for I dreamt that I fell into the sea from the cross-trees.’
He was heard to say this by several of the crew beside
myself, and shortly after, the captain, perceiving that the
squall was increasing, ordered the topsails to be taken
in, whereupon this man, with several others, instantly
ran aloft; the yard was in the act of being hauled down,
when a sudden gust of wind whirled it round with vio-
lence, and a man was struck down from the cross-trees
into the sea, which was working like yeast below. Ina

few moments he emerged: 1 saw his head on the crest
of a billow, and instantly recognised in the unfortunate
man the sailor who a

) few moments before had related
his dream. The poor fellow who perished in this sin-
gular manner was a fine young man of twenty-seven’;
the best sailor on board, and beloved by all who were



ANIMAL MAGNETISM. . 29

acquainted with him. = This event occurred on the 11th
of November, 1835 ; the vessel was the London Mer-
chant Steam Ship. Truly wonderful are the ways of
Providence !” :
“Many years ago there was mentioned in several of
the papers a dream which gave notice of the murder of
Mr. Percival. Through the kindness of an eminent me-
dical friend in England,” says Dr. Abercrombie, in his
work on the Intellectual Powers, “I have received the
authentic particulars of this remarkable case from the
gentleman to whom the dream occurred. He resides in
Cornwall, and eight days before the murder was com-
mitted dreamt that he was in the lobby of the House of
Commons, and saw a small man enter dressed in a blue
coat and white waistcoat. Immediately after he saw a
nan dressed in a brown coat with yellow basket metal
buttons, draw a pistol from under his coat and discharge
it at the former, who instantly fell. The blood issued
from a wound a little below the left breast. He saw the
wurderer seized by some gentlemen who were present,
and observed his countenance; and on asking who the
gentleman was who had been shot, he was told it was the
Chancellor, (Mr. Percival was at the time Chancellor of
the Exchequer.) He then awoke, and mentioned the
dream to his wife, who made light of it; but in the course
of the night the dream occurred three times without the
least variation in any of the circumstances. He was now
$0 much impressed by it, that he felt much inclined to
give notice to Mr. Percival, but was dissuaded by some
friends whom he consulted, who assured him he would
only get himself treated as a fanatic. On the evening of
the eighth day after he received the account of the mur-
der. Being in London a short time after, he found in the
printshops a representation of the scene, and recognised
in it the countenance and dress of the parties, the blood
on Mr. Percival's waistcoat, and the peculiar yellow
basket-buttons on Bellingham’s coat, precisely as he had
seen them in his dream.””*
L 3

* It appears from the evidence of the fellow-servant of the cook
lately murdered at St. Leonards with a spade, thatin August last the
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“The gentleman to whom I am indebted for the follow-
ing case, wasborn in Madras, and was brought fromthence
at the age of three years, to be educated in England,
where he grew up without the least recollection of any-
thing relating to Madras or to his parents, who remained in
India. At the age of fourteen, he dreamt that he saw his
mothersitting in the dress of awidow, and apparently under
deep distress; and he gave a distinct account of thf.
apartment in which he saw her, with the position of vari-
ous prominent articles of furniture, which he descnb'ed
minutely, It afterwards turned out that his father died
about the time of the dream; and that he had correctly
described a drawing-room in the house at Madras, in
which his mother was in the habit of sitting.” Many
analogous cases might be adduced.

The following appeared in the < Morning Post”’ about
a week ago.

¢ SINGULAR FULFILMENT OF A DREAM.~In a Dur.ham
paper of last week, there was an account of the disap-
pearance of Mr. Smith, gardener to Sir Clifford Con-
stable, who, it was supposed, had fullen into the river
Tees, his hat and stick having been found near the water
side on the 2nd. From that time up to Friday last the
river had been dragged every day, but every effort to
find the body proved ineffectual. On the night of Thurs-
day se’nnight, however, a person named Awde dreamt
that Swmith laid under the ledge of a certain rock, about
three hundred yards below Whorlton Bridge, and that
the right arm was broken. Mr. A. got up early on
Friday morning, and went with his horse and cart for
a load of coals; but his previous night’s dream had such
an effect upon his mind, that he determined to search
the river. He accordingly started off for that purpose

deceased dreamt she would be murdered by the coachman with
something like a shovel, and nsed to say, * Here comes the man that

isto kill me.” From the strong circumstantial evidence, he is now
committed for trial.

I was assured by a person, on whose stat
ance, that the death of the Duke of Orleans
nambulist a fortnight before the event.

* ement I place every reli-
was predicted by a som-
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without mentioning the affair to any person, from fear of
being laughed at. Nevertheless, on his arrival at the
boat-house, he had disclosed his vision to the son of Mr.
Gent, on his asking him for what purpose he required
the boat. Gent ridiculed the idea of Awde finding the
body, but willingly lent him the boat, which he rowed
to the spot he had seen in his dream, and there, strange
to say, upon the very first trial with the boat-hook he
pulled up the body of the unfortunate man, with his
right arm actually broken.”

A friend of mine woke her husband in the night, and
told him that his brother was dead, to which intimation
the gentleman replied impatiently, that he had left him
quite well on the same day at the fair at H. Two days
afterwards, however, the news was received that on the
night specified Mr. , on his return home, had mis-
taken the path, and the country being inundated, was
thrown from his horse, and found drowned in the morn-
ing. ,

Here then are two additional instances occurring
within the last fortnight. o

Those whose attention has been directed to facts of
this kind, will bave less hesitation in crediting the ana-
logous ones occurring in lucid somnambulism after mag-
Detisation, which the last few years have offered such
Numerous opportunities of verifying, thus amply confirm-
mg the correctness of the conclusions to which the com-
mission of the Royal Academie de Medécine was led.
That there bas been much deception as regards these
manifestations, and that even the best clairvoyants are
nNot unfrequently wrong in their attempts at designating
objects, will be readily admitted, and that these decep-
tions on the part of some, and failures on the part of
others, should tend to discredit that which is true, is
only what might be expected, especially in England,
where there has been less inclination and not so many
Opportunities of observing these phenomena as in Ger-
many and France. In the former country, indeed, the
conviction of their truth is very general, and in France
they have been attested by innumerable persons of high
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character, among whom may be enumerated a large pro-
portion of names in the medical and scientific world.
Even in England, however, the number of incredulous
has of late greatly diminished, as is apparent from the
progress of animal magnetism within a brief period, not
among the ignorant, but among the upper and middle
classes, the more intelligent and medical portion of the
community, from whom alone rigid investigation is soli-
cited by the propagators of this part of psychological
science. I will not dwell at length upon the conclusive
experiments which have been made day after day, and
evening - after evening, before numerous assemblages of
persons of various ranks and opinions upon the cele-
brated Paris clairvoyants, respecting whom so much stir
has been made, and -which induced me when incredulous
to satisfy myself by personal inquiry as to the degree
of credence these accounts were entitled to; but 1 will
adduce a few of the instances which I reported to the
Parisian Medical Society, when the subject was under
discussion, as evidencing that 1 was not led to change
my opinions upon slight or insufficient grounds. .

The first of these somnambulists which I saw was a
female named Julie, of whom 1 had previously read an
account in the Morning Herald, extracted from the Paris
Globe, as having at an evening assembly described
among other things, to the astonishment of all present, a
dissecting-room, with a subject on the table, where the
physician en rapport with her had that day been. She
also mentioned a peculiarity of this gentleman, viz., that
two of his toes had been adherent together from his
birth. On placing myself en rapport, she said before L
spoke that 1 came from along way off, and on my pro-
ducing a note to ascertain whether she could read it,
she said, while it was closed, that it was not signed,
which was the case. She was, however, wrong in saying
it came from a lady, though the writing being very
small and fine, would have been taken for that of a lady
by most persons. After some efforts, carrying the letter
to her forehead, the writing being reversed, she pro-
nounced the two first words, but could not make out my
name. As the eyes, though closed, were not covered
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with any bandage, I expressed my dissatisfaction at the
result thus far. A Jittle later a physician who had ac-
companied me drew from his pocket a number of the
Gazette des Hopitaux, of which I placed the title in
contact with her occiput, and asked her to read the line.
She complained of being fatigued by the previous ques-
tions of the company, but said she would try; and after
requesting me to think of the words, said the first letter
was a G. She could not, however, distinguish the
others, and desired to be awakened. Now, as may be
supposed, 1 had taken good care that she could not pos-
sibly have a glimpse of the paper, and if for argument’s
sake it were to be conceded that she might have guessed
the right letter, it must at least be allowed that the
guess would have been a good one when the chances
were twenty-four to one against it,

Another somnambulist, Virginie, who had repeatedly
given proofs of great lucidity in describing localities,.on
being placed en rapport with an ecclesiastic of the semi-
nary of Toulouse, proceeded to describe the tuwn, his
church, and residence. She was right in some particu-
lars, such as the street leading to the principal square,
the colour of the houses which are of brick, there being
no steeple to the church, &c.; but was at fault in several
others. She was subsequently placed in relation with a
gentleman who wished her to describe his chiteau.
After some generalities which were correct, she at-
tempted to enter more into particulars, and said truly
that on ascending two steps a large room was on the
right, which he said was the billiard-room; she also said
that there were four windows in it, correctly described
the colour of the walls, around which were pictures, but
could not make out some piece of furniture between the
rooms, though she appeared to try hard; neither could
she perceive any billiard-table ; though, as the gentle-
man had mentioned it was the billiard-room, if there were
any deception, one would naturally suppose the billiard-
table would have been the first thing named. In some
other attempts she was unsuccessful.

These results are, lLowever, insignificant compared
with those presented by the next subject— Alexis,

ch
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whose name is now pretty well known in England. After
being magnetised, and presenting the more ordinary phe-
nomena of cataleptic rigidity of parts, insensibility to
stimuli, &c., he became lucid, presenting the peculiarity
of hearing what was said by other persons as well as the
one en rapport with him,

After some of the visitors had questioned him, I
placed myself in relation with him, and while holding his
hand, gave him a card of Dr. Davison’s, asking him to
read it, the printed part being reversed and in contact
with his hand; he carried it to his nose and forehead,
and after some efforts mentioned the three first letters.
L then desired that his eyes should be bandaged, and
the magnetiser took from a drawer a piece of thick
woolly padding, such as is used by tailors for padding of
coats, about ten inches long and six broad, and offered
it to any of the company to apply. I availed myself of
the opportunity, and placed it over his eyes in such a
manner that the lower edge came down nearly to the
aperture of the nostrils ; over this a folded handkerchief
was tied firmly round the head, and it was then proposed
that he should play ecarté with any of the company ; a
-gentleman accordingly offered himself, and two packs of
cards (one with red, and other with green backs,) were
produced, and were used alternately every game, The
somnambulist had, meanwhile, still continued his efforts
to read Dr. Davison’s card, which he at last accom-
plished, calling it, however, Davignon. While playing,
he named the cards which he cut or played, followed the

suit witl} correctness, and repeatedly mentioned the
_cards which his adversary held in his hand, saying at the
beginning that he had

won or lost, as the case might be,
and was only mistaken two or three times. During one
of the games a gentleman present who had not witnessed
anything of the kind before, substituted his card for that
of Dr. ])avison's, which lay upon the table. The som-
nambyhst was soon aware of the exchange, and after
touching the gentleman’s hand, mentioned the first letter
of the new one, though the name was in contact with the
table, and was consequently unknown to the company.
After requesting the owner of the card, (Le Cte. de
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Balincourt,) to think of his name, he said he would tell
a letter after each deal. On pronouncing the two last
letters of the second word, and winning at the same time
a game, he said, cela fait le compte, thus punning upon
the word ; and at last succeeded in mentioning the name
except the de, which he omitted. Another visiting card
was likewise presented to him, which he read more

" quickly, as his lucidity appeared to increase. A lady
then took the gentleman’s place as his adversary, and the
Tesults were repeated during several games to the satis-
faction and astonishment of all present. On one occa-
sion, after he had proposed, the lady dealt him four fresh
cards, and while they lay with their faces upon the table,
he said, without touching them, « It is of no use playing
I have lost; they are only spades and diamonds.” I
turned the cards up, and there were in fact two spades
and two diamonds. During an intermission in the play-
ing, I drew a card from the pack without looking at it
myself, and asked him to name it; he said, “ It is a
king” but when I had ascertained that he was mis-~
taken, he said, * No, it’'is a ten,”” which was true:
I asked him which ten; he said, a black ten, and first
mentioned the ten of clubs, whereas it was spades. I
then folded down the number of the Gazette des Ho-
Pitaux, and asked him to read a line in moderately large
type. He first placed the paper upon his epigastrium,
then to his forehead, and holding my hand, said the first
letter was an L, requesting me, at the same time, to
think well of the words, which I did, and he pronounced
them Lit de Nicole, this being the heading of an adver-
tisement. All the time of the card-playing, the mag-
netiser was at a distance.

-After he had reposed a little while, attempts were
made to test his capabilities of describing the residences
or friends of the persons who placed themselves en rap-
port with him ; and although he made several mistakes,
and often corrected himself, his descriptions were ac-
knowledged by the parties to be generally true, espe-
cially his account of the appearance and disposition of
the father of one of the ladies, who was at Abbeville,
and also that of the apartment of M. C., a physician, in
whose antechamber he perceived, among otler things,

7
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a skeleton, and stated its place with reference to other
objects. He likewise described the sitting-room, as well
as a picture suspended in it, in which last attempt,
however, he had considerable difficulty, though he at last
succeeded, placing himself in the attitude of the persos
represented, which was that of an eminent physician;
whose name, he said, he saw beneath, though he could
not read it. A name was admitted to be beneath the
picture, but it was that of the painter. He could not
for a long time state what was in the hand, and first said
it was something round, a skull : after several efforts, he
exclaimed, “ Ah! he bas something in both hands, and
that is what confuses me; something round in the left
hand, and something long in the right.” It was then
stated by the gentleman that the portrait was depicted
holding a heart in his left hand, and demonstrating it
with an instrument in his right.

Although there was noreason to doubt the good faith
of this gentleman any more than that of others of the
company; who had put questions to him, and had been sa-
tisfied with the exactness of his answers, I had not come
merely to see what should be done by others, and accord-
ingly placed myself again in relation with him, upon which
he complaimd, as be had likewise done while his eyes
were bandaged, of being annoyed by the white and blue
stones on my breast, meaning the pinsin my cravat, which
were pearls set in blue enamel. 1 asked him to describe
my apartment, which, after having been told the street, he
proceeded to do, saying at first it was upon the third floor.
I requested him to tell me the number, upon which he
counted slowly up to seven, at which he stopped, and then
said, ¢ How stupid I am! it is not so much, itis No. 1,
which was perfectly correct, this apartment being on the
ground-floor, to wheek I had only moved a few days before
Jrom No.7, on the third floor. He then described the
apartment with tolerable accuracy, making, however, two
or three mistakes, such as saying at first that the bed was
on the right on entering, and the windows on the left,
thoygh he speedily corected himself, and reversed their
position, which was the right one. He likewise stated the
Pposition of the secretaire, but said it was open, which was
not the case. He mentioned, however, most of the pecu-
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liarities without being questioned. For instance, he said
there were two rooms; that the smaller was reached by
passing through the larger one; that there was a very small
passage before entering the larger room from the court ;
that this room contained the bed, and two windows,
though when he asked he did not state correctly the
position of the fireplace, with respect to the win-
dows. He said the smaller room had but one window
looking on to the court, that he saw in it a toilette
table, and a large black trank, which was also true;
(the trunk having been left there by the former occupant
of the apartment,)and that there was a sort of passage be-
tween the two rooms. While describing, he told me two
or three times to think well of the apartment, as he had
done with respect to the line which I had previously asked
him to read. He, moreover, said I had left something
on the night-table close to the bed, and on my stating
that I was not aware of having done so, repeated with de-
cision that he saw something, he thought it was some paper.
As I could not fail to be struck with his accuracy in
other points of the description, I was curious on arriv-
ing at home to see whether there was in fact anything
upon the night-table, to which my first look was directed
on entering, and on the marble slab which forms its top,
there lay a large piece of the end of the white bed-curtain,
which usually hangs by its side, and which I had uever
before observed to be there.-

While describing, he was very positive upon some
points, sometimes contradicting the person when told he
Was wrong ; upon some other points he was not equally
positive, and corrected himself. For example, having
mentioned that there was a well to the right of the house
of a gentleman en rapport with him, he was contradicted,
but persisted in his assertion, upon which the gentleman’s
wife said the somnambulist was correct, that the well
was to the right on coming from the house; on the
husband making some reply, the slight altercation was
terminated by the somnambulist saying that the well lay
north of the house, in which both husband and wife agreed.

The card playing was carried on throughout with a
quickness which could not have been exceeded by an ex-
pert player, and though he now and then made a slight
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mistake, such as taking one court card for another, he did
not once revoke, but led off the proper cards, followed his
adversary’s suit with precision, and generally after the
first or seeond card had been played, he told whether he
had gained or lost the other tricks, mentioning the cards
in his adversary’s hand, and once, when some of the red
cards got mixed with the green ones, he sorted them
out without any hesitation. : ‘
Two days afterwards, having applied the cotton and ban-
dage to the eyes, I drew a paper from my pocket, on whieh
were some printed characters in moderately large type.
He made out in a little while the larger word, magnetisme,
but had more difficulty in decyphering the rest, which
however he accomplished, “ Traitement des Maladies par
le Magnetisme,” being the words. - I then opened a book,
and gave him the heading of a chapter toread. He made -
out the words, Des Lotteries Allemandes, sooner than he
had done the previous ones. The magnetiser then pro-’
posed that he should describe some distant locality of
which T should think. I mentioned my apartments in
London, of which the somnambulist proceeded to attempt
the description, and was correct in some points, such as
that the house was in a street which opened into a very-
wide street or road, that they were on the ground-floor,
the staircase being continued beyond, that the entrance
to the sitting-room was to the left of the passage, and at
the further end of the room ; that there were two win-
dows, and the fire-place was to the right in entering ; that
there was only one window in the bed-room; in the more
minute details, however, he was frequently at fault.. I
next asked him about Wiesbaden, where 1 have passed
several summers. He said, on arriving into the town
the passage was along a handsome street, that the hotel
at which I descended, was on the left of the street and in
a square: on my inquiry as to whether it was large or
small, he said very large; the Hotel des Quatre Saisons
being i fact in the situation he described, forming a
corner of the Wilhelm Strasse and one side of the square,
and is, with one or two exceptions, the largest hotel with
which T am acquainted. I told him that I did not remain
more than a day or two in the hotel but took apartments,
which-he said, with truth, were in a lodging-house in the



ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 39

principal street; that there were houses only on one side
of the street, that they were not high ; that the look out
was upon some large trees and the promenade ; which any
one who has been there, would acknowledge to be a cor-
rect description. He further said that the promenade
turned off at an angle, and that on each side of the other
part he saw a raised terrace, doubtless in allusion to the
colonnades, to which the ascent is by four or five steps. He
said, however, that there was a monument or statue in the
square, which was incorrect, and made a mistake in two
or three other particulars.

At the third seance there was again a tolerably large
assemblage of persons, and among them a gentleman who
produced a sealed letter, the contents of which he was

épretty confident the somnambulist would not be able to
dmake out. I had the day before mentioned to an incre-
dulous physician who had not previously seen any similar
- experiments, that they .were to be repeated ; he accord-
2 1ngly came at the beginning. After the exhibition of rigi-
« dity and insensibility to pricking the rigid limbs, 1 again
l‘-_applied the padding over the eyes, while Dr. tied
zIthe bandage ; on some one’s inquiring if it could not slip,
- the somnambulist appeared annoyed,and asked for a second
3 handkerchief, which I placed below the other, so as to leave
Sonly the end of the nose free, and below this the padding
* protruded on each side lower than the nostrils. Dr.
expressed himself satisfied that he could not see anything,
and the ecarté playing was again proposed ; a gentleman
producing a pack of cards which he had brought with him,
inclosed in the government envelope. As the pack was
entire, thelow cards had to be taken out, which the mag-
netiser asked the somnambulist to do; he said, however,
that his lucidity was not yet sufficient, and declined. On
cutting for the first deal, he atonce said to his adversary,
without turning the cards towards himself, “It is your
deal,” and, as on the former occasion, selected his cards,
playing to his adversary’s suit, and leading off with preci-
sion, naming the cards in his adversary’s hand, and conse-
quently telling whether he had lost or won: now and
then, however, mistaking a knave or a queen for a king.
During one deal, at the expressed wish of the magnetiser,
he played to his adversary’s suit,-and led off correctly
while the cards still lay with their faces on the table
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without taking them into his hand. I then produced my
passport, doubling it down opposite the heading, and
asked him to read the first words; he first spelt the word
nom, and then began afresh, mentioning each letter of the
words, Au nom du roi, till the last, which he pronounced
without spelling. 1 then asked him again the number of
my apartment, which he repeated was No. 1. But, I sa.ld,
there are two numbers one ; what is there to distinguish
mine from the other, what is there on the key? he re-
plied, there is a letter hanging to the key. What letter?
‘He first pronounced A ; passing quickly over it, but hesi-
tated a little at B, then said C, and with decision, * It is
a C;” which, was true. The gentleman had prevnously
given his seafed letter, which he undertook to decypher,
and after some trials, said it is writing, which was denied,
though it appeared on opening the letter that the letters and
figures were in writing. He thensaid there was a picture
and some figures ; on being asked how many figures, he
said five. He was then asked the letters; of which ther'e
- were several small ones, not forming words, and four capi-
tals. . He named three of the capitals, which on opening
the paper were found to be correct, as also a small colourpd
picture, which had been enveloped in the paper contain-
mng the letters and figures. He was then awakened.*
* Eztract from a Letter to M. Marcillet. =
* Although I had formerly attended magnetic seances in which some
surprism‘g results had been obtained, I had, I confess, doubts respecting
the ;eahty of the faculty possessed by certain somnambulists, of trans-
porting themselves mentally, to places which they had never seen, and
\thch were known only to those with whom they were placed in (elﬂ-
tion. I was, thefe, strongly desirous of ascertaining how far they might
be relied upon in this respect, and the trial has been so satisfactory, s0
complete, that I can scarcely believe that which 1 have seen and
heard. Thg young Alexis has, at my request, described to me my
country residence, (situated an hundred leagues from Paris,) and the
details with a marvellous exactness; the appearance of the country,
the remarkable objects, the shape of the buildings, the nature and the
Position .of the furniture, nothing escaped this second sight, It seemed
as if an immense picture was unfolded to the eyes of the somnarf!bu‘
list, and that he had only to indicate its different parts. He sometimes
hesitated in his answers, but always in order to arrive more surely at
the truth, always leaving me in the most extreme surprise, I may sy
In stupefaction.
“I am, your very humble servant,

« R . “ GEORGE ONSLOW,
Paris, April 21, 1843.” « Member of the Institute,””
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These are merely a few of the occurrences which I re-
ported at the time, and have since repeatedly witnessed
analogous ones daily shown in private parties.—The
somnambulist, with his eyes bandaged, playing with any
one who choosed to offer himself, reading printed and
written lines, and describing localities ; though Alexis, as
well as other somnambulists, was often at fault. I think
no one who had witnessed these experiments so fre-
quently repeated, would be disposad to ascribe them to
trickery or accidental guessing, as might be the case
were there only two or three isolated instances; for refer-
ring merely to the trials which I made myself, will it be
asserted, that any one in their normal state, and with the
free use of their eyes, could have done what I have stated?
that the female should have guessed the letter G, of the
Gazette des Hospitaux,—that Alexis should by chance, or
from seeing them, have read the words which I desired

im,—that he should have mentioned the peculiarities of
my apartment, as. well as of other residences, without
any leading questions being put to him? Supposing, for -
Instance, I had asked, is there a trunk in my rovm, in
which room is it, and what is its colour? the chances
would have been at least equal to his guessing wrong as
right; whereas, his stating the circumstances correctly
was the rule, and the mistakes which he frequently cor-
r?cted the rare exception. It must also be allowed, that
his positively affirming there was-something on the night-
table of which I was not aware, and without any allusion
to this piece of furniture on my part, and my perceiving
on arriving at home the unusual circumstance of its being
covered with a piece of the curtain, cannot be ascribed to
nere coincidence. ‘

On one occasion, having correctly described the apart-
ment of a gentleman en rapport, he stated that there was
on the table a rosewood box. The gentleman admitted
1aving such a box, which, however, he affirmed was in a
Cupboard.  Alexis, however, was positive that it was
Upon the table, which the gentleman, on arriving at home,
ound to be the case, his servant having taken it from the
Cupboard in order to get at something behind it, and hav-
Ing forgotten to replace it. Some people might consider
this to be collusion, nevertheless it is in accordance with
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other analogous facts ; and one of the kind occurred with
respect to myself, for on another occasion, after having
described my apartment in London, he said that on the
drawers in the bed-room there was a quantity of books,

which I denied, saying, that I had a good many books,
" butthey were on a table in a sitting-room. On my re-
turning, I found everything as I had left it, but the next
day my landlady said, that since 1 had been away, the op-
portunity had been taken of putting the place properly to
rights, cleaning, &c., stating that such and such things
- were put in different places, which she named; and that

the books were placed on the drawers in the bed-room.

On the occasion of the visit of Alexis and his mag-
netiser to London, much incredulity was manifested dur-
ing the seances, by some of those present, which, toge-
ther with the somnambulist’s powers being overtasked,
occasioned failure of the experiments in some instances,
though they perfectly succeeded in others. In conse-
quence of what was then said, that the imposition had
been detected, &c. I was desirous of ascertaining, when
passing through Paris some months afterwards, whether
Alexis had in fact experienced any diminution of his
powers. 1 accordingly attended a seance which was ap-
pointed for several students of the Polytechnic School,
and found the somnambulist as lucid as ever, playing cards
with blind-folded eyes, indicating to one of the students
the name on his desk, and the contents of the desk; tell-
ing another the particular street, and the name of the
optician where he had bought some spectacles a few days
previously, and mentioning the contents of a button of
the school uniform which he had previously prepared,
viz., a wafer and a piece of glass, which, on removing the
SO]de'fiﬂg, were taken out. On placing myself enrapport,
holding a card in my hand, Alexis stated the first lettery
then the whole name on the card, Laroudsé, saying with
truth, it was that of a marchand de nourveautés, in the
Rue de la Paix, on the left hand side on going from the
Boulevards, nearly opposite the Royal Printing Office,
and that 1 had been there two days ago buying some (at
first he said cravattes, but speedily corrected himself)
gloves; all which was correct. .

Having been obliged to leave London by his Paris en-
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gagements, M. Marcillet, the magnetiser, was very desi-
rous of returning, in order to refute some of the state-
ments which had been made respecting his departure, in
Consequence, as was said, of the detection of the imposi-
tion, but was prevented in consequence of Alexis taking
1t Into his head to accept an engagement as an actor in
one of the provincial theatres. I understood, however,
that he subsequently returned to Paris, resuming his ex-
hibitions. )

A few days ago I received a letter from a highly esti-
mable gentleman, who has given much of his attention to
animal magnetism, from which I will read an extract, re-
ferring to this somnambulist’s description of a bank-note :*

“I consider clairvoyance to be a most difficult subject
for discussion, particularly when subjecting that uncertain
and fluctuating faculty to an experimentum cruci, such as
Teading ell the words on a bank-note on any particular
day. Tam quite satisfied that clairvoyance is a truth in
Dature, and have arrived at that conclusion after witness-
Ing a very great number of successful experiments, as well
s very many failures. I have seen Alexis, the French
Somnambulist, surrounded and tested by numbers of hard-

eaded sceptics, and yet succeed in every experiment ;
and a few days afterwards with every apparent advantage
I his favour, the faculty totally deserted him. A scep-
tical medical man once placed in Alexis’ hand a leather
Note-case inclosed in paper, and sealed. ~ Alexis declared
€ saw two kinds of papers inside,—one with printing,
the other with writing on it ; thatin the latter was written
the two letters T: L: with a colon after each letter;
that on the printed paper was the picture of a queen
with flowers round it, and behind the picture the word
England. Mr. opened the note-case, and took outa
Bank of England note folded three times, and enclosed in a
Paper, on which was written the letters T: L:, and on
the other side some words which Alexis did not perceive,
and of all the words on the bank-note, the only one he
decyphered was the word England, which he said was be-
ind the picture of a queen, which picture was, doubtless,
the figure of Britannia. Many people have asked, why
Alexis could not say at once that the printed paper was a
' * Captain James,
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bank-note, and read all the words as well as the word
England, and the letters T: L. My answer is simply that
1 do not know.”

As an instance of the influence of circumstances which
oppose themselves to the manifestations of clairvoyance,
I'may mention, that on witnessing the experiments I have
parrated, the previously incredulous physician who accom-
panied me, suggested, that in order to convince the mem-
bers of the Medical Bociety, it would be very satisfactory
if Alexis would exhibit before them. On my propos-
ing this to the magnetiser, he said, * Certainly, we do not
wish these things to be done in a corner, but court the
investigation of the scientific, and those most competent
to judge of their value.” Alexis, however, who was
then awake, objected, saying, that he was apprehensive
that the presence of so many incredulous persons would
prevent bis succeeding.  After my departure from Paris,
I received a letter from a friend, saying, that he had been
induced to consent,—but that, as bad been anticipated,
failure was the consequence. « The president of our
society,” says the letter, ‘ engaged Marcillet and Alexis
to perform at his house about a fortnight since, and in-
vited many of the members, that they might have an op-
portunity of forming their own conclusions. The rooms
were warm and crowded, and the people almost hemmed
in the magnetiser and his subject. Scarcely had the ex-
periments commenced, when one person, Dr. L., made
some absurd objections, and expressed his utter disbe-
lief in mesmerism. 1In fact the conduct of the majority
was such, that it is not surprising Alexis was altogether
wanting in clairvoyance; in place of one name, he gave
another; and the other experiments were not more suc-
cessful.””  Nothing, however, could more strongly evince
the good faith and confidence of the magnetiser, than his
readiness to allow the somnambulist to try his powers un-
der such unfavourable circumstances, :

This order of phenomena, it must be obvious, is alto-
ther diffcrent from the more purely physical effects of
magnetism, which may even be produced upon animals.
Dr. Wilson, physician to the Middlesex Hospital, pub-
lished an account of the experiments which he made in
the Zoological Gardens, showing that elephants and other
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animals were variously affected by his magnetising, and
fish even became so passive under its influence, as to allow
themselves fo be touched and taken in the hand. Clair-
voyance may be, in part explained by the mental rapport
which exists between the parties, enabling the som-
nambulist to divine the thoughts of the person when con-
centrated upon the particular subject to be designated;
whether it be words written or printed, enclosed in
envelopes, peculiarities distinguishing individuals, the
fiescription of distant localities or other tests; and this
is evident from the circumstance of somnambulists re-
questing the parties to think of what they wish described.
This explanation, however, does not suffice for those in-
stances in which circumstances are mentioned unknown to
the person en rupport, and even sometimes opposed to his
convictions. Thus, in card-playing with the eyes securely
bandaged, somnambulists have no hesitation in playing
the cards in their own hand, and can even frequently
mention cards turned down, or written words, while in
contact with the table. In the instances also which I have
adduced of the rosewood box upon the table in the gen-
tleman’s room, the books upon the drawers in my bed-
room, and the piece of white curtain upon the top of the
night-table, there must have been a positive perception
analogous to what I have aheady adverted to as occa-
sionally taking place in natural somnambulism, and in
dreaming ; and in the present state of our knowledge, only
to ke explained in the same manner. ¢ In the words of
Epicharmus,” says the author of Isis Revelata, (the first
work on animal magnetism published in this country in
recent times,) — the mind sees, the mind hears; every-
thing else is deaf or blind. If the phenomena observed
are calculated to excite our wonder, to call forth our scep-
ticism,—if they appear to be inexplicable and irreconcil-
able with any of our previous notions, let us remember
that the cause of this may be found in the narrowness and
mperfection of our preconceived systems, and this con-
sideration should lead us to a careful review of the prin-
ciples of our knowledge, rather than to an obstinate and
Irrational denial of the facts presented to us bv experience.”
“It will be seen, on a superficial examination, that animal
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magnetism is opposed to the opinions of the physiological
materialist, the advocate of the organic origin of mind,
and exposes in all their nakedness the scantiness, insuffici-
ency, and utter absurdity of his creed. In animal mag-
netism we find a practical refutation of all the material
theories of the human mind, a most distinct, cogent, and
impressive proof of the independent existence of the
soul of man, and consequently the strongest philosophical
grounds for presuming its immortality, since it has now
been demonstrated beyond the possibility of rational
doubt, that in its manifestations it is not necessarily chained
down to any particular part of the sensible and mortal
body, but that is capable of exercising its various func-
tions in peculiar circuwstances, without the assistance or
co-operation of any of those material organs by means of
which it usually maintains a correspondence with the ex-
ternal world.” : :

I will further quote a passage from a standard author,
bearing upon this point, Among the astonishing appear-
ances established by the mind in sleep,” says Mr. Stew-
art, in his Philosophy of the Human Mind, a very large
proportion are precisely analogous to those of which we
are every moment conscious while awake. If the excit-
ing causes, for example, of our dreams seem mysterious
and inscrutable, is not the fact the same with the origin
of every idea or thought which spontaneously solicits our
notice? The only difference is, that in the latter instance,
In consequence of long and constant familiarity, they are
surveyed by all with little wonder, and by most with
hardly any attention. In the former instance, they arouse
the curiosity of the most illiterate from their comparative
infrequency, and from the contrast which they in some
respects present to the results of our habitual experi-
ence. It is thus that a peasant who has been accus-
tomed from his infancy to see without any emotion the fall
of heavy bodies to the ground, never fails to express the
liveliest emotion when he first witnesses the powers of the
loadstone.

“ In such cases the researches of genuine science have a
tendency to produce two moral effects equally beneficial.
The one is to illustrate the unity of design in nature by
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reconciling what seems from its rarity or singularity to be
mysterious or incomprehensible with the general laws
which are familiarised to us by daily experience; the
other to counteract the effects of familiarity in blunting
our natural curiosity with respect to those laws, by lead-
Ing the thoughts to some of their more curious and appa-
rently anomalous applications.” '

“ The mind,” says Dr. Abercrombie, * can be compared
to nothing in nature; it has been endowed by its Creator
with the power of perceiving external things, but the
manner in which it does so is entirely beyond our com-
Prehension.” He mentions the case of a boy, who at the
age of four years had his skull fractured, for which he
underwent the operation of trepanning. He was at the
time in a state of perfect stupor, and after his recovery
retained no recollection either of the accident or the ope-
ration. At the age of fifteen, during the delirium of a
fever, he gave his mother an account of the operation,
and the persons present at it, with a correct description
of their dress, and other minute particulars. He had
never been observed to allude to it before, and no means
were known by which he could have acquired the cir-
Cumstances which he mentioned.

The preceding facts and quotations might be dwelt
Upon with much advantage, by these who are disposed to
ascribe effects which appear to them miraculous, because
they lie beyond the sphere of their comprehension, to the

Irect intervention of a supernatural agency; and it is
with difficulty that a smile is suppressed on hearing it
gravely alleged by some, that if the phenomena of mag-
Betic somnambulism were admitted as true, they are to be
ascribed only to satanic agency, though it would not be
€asy for such persons to reconcile the co-existence of an
Influence from such a source with the benefits likely to
Tesult from the extended and judidious application of animal
Magnetism; for even allowing that this power is liabletobe
Oceasionally abused, where, it may be asked, are we to

nd any unmixed good? The same objection might be
urged against the use of any of the powerful agents of na-
ture or art. While the good from-magnetism is likely
to be positive and general, there is no reason to appre-
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hend more harm from its ‘occasional abuse than from
opium, arsenic, galvanism, or anything else which may
be employed either beneficially or prejudicially. That
a more general acquaintance with the higher phenomena
is adapted to afford a positive corroboration of some of
the most important doctrines of revealed religion, may be
inferred from the effects which it has already produced
in this respect, especially among scientific and medical
persons on the continent, where scepticism and the doc-
trines of materialism (in the coarse acceptation of the
term) so generally prevail. The distinguished French phy-
siologist, Georget, publicly recanted his opinions advo-
cating materialism, in consequence of his becoming ac-
quainted with these phenomena. The following extract
is taken from his will. « In 1821, I openly professed
the doctrines of materialism in my work on the nervous
system. This work had scarcely appeared when renewed
meditations on the very extraordinary phenomena of
somnambulism no longer permitted me to entertain
doubts of the existence within us, and external to us,
of an intelligent principle altogether distinct from mate-
rial existence; in a word, of the soul and God. With
respect to this, I entertain a profound conviction, founded
upon facts which I believe to be incontestible. This
declaration will not see the light till a period when its
sincerity will not be doubted or my intentions suspected.
As I. cannot publish 1t myself, I request those who may
read it on opening this will, to give it all possible pub-
licity.” . o

1t is impossible in the present state of our knowledge
to surmise what further practical results may ensue from
the consideration of the higher phenomena of animal
magnetism, when they shall no longer be of such rare oc-
currence, which is to be expected, now that so much more
attention is directed to the subject than heretofore. In-
trovision, or the detection of obscure disordered condi-
tions of the economy, though having been not unfrequently
perverted to the purposes of charlatanism by pretended
somnambulists,isnevertheless a fact aswellauthenticated as
otherr_nanifestations of clairvoyance, and also attested by the
commissioners of the Academie deMedécine. Physicians
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of repute have not hesitated to have recourse in some in-
stances to this means of elucidating the nature of, and
remedies most applicable to, diseases. The means recom-
mended by somnambulists are not usually of a complicated
kind. Dr. Wetzlar, a German physician, and a high
authority on the subject of mineral waters, published in a
pamphlet an account of his own case ; viz. attacks of pro-
fuse perspiration, which for years had resisted all the means
cmployed for its removal, the symptoms of which were
correctly designated by a somnambulist, and the cure was
effected by the means which she prescribed ; viz. washing .
of the skin with a kind of camphorated soap, of which she
indicated the mode of preparation. A case which was
brought betore the tribunals in France made some stir at
the time. An inhabitant of Bordeaux had long laboured
under an intractable disease which was considered in-
curable; his friends were recommended to consult the
Somnambulist Virginie, to whom allusion has already been
made. As there was great difficulty in his undertaking
the journey to Paris, he was placed en rapport by means
ofalock of his hair which was sent. Virginie described
his complaint, and the remedies which she recommended
Produced a cure, for which the patient and his friends
Were loud in expressions of gratitude. A prosecution,
however, took place at the instigation of some interested
Parties against the magnetiser and somnambulist for prac-
Using medicine without a licence, and they were con-
demned to a fine and imprisonment. An appeal, how-
ever, from the provincial court to the court of Cassation at
aris procured a reversal of the decision, it being deter-
Nined that the recommendation of remedies under these
Circumstances did not come within the statute.

The.time will not admit of more than an allusion to
Some other points connected with the subject, as phreno-
Magnetism, or the excitation of the different cerebral or-
gans, according to the doctrines of phrenology by magne-
tising. I have repeatedly observed these manifestations,
and feel convinced that they are genuine, though in some
Instances they may have been imitated by impostors. Whe-
ther, however, when patients assume the attitudes, ges-
tures, and expressions of veneration, self-esteem, comba-
tiveness, or any other sentiment, it be really from magnetic

: D
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excitation of the corresponding organs by pointing at or
touching them, remains questionable. Mr. Colquhoun and
others ascribe these manifestations to the reflex of the mag-
netiser’s mind by the somnambulist, in the same way as
when community of taste and feeling are exhibited. In the
former instance, whatever substance the magnetiser or the
person en rapport places in his mouth, the same taste will
be experienced by the somnambulist. If, for instance, the
magnetiser take salt, and the somnambulist sugar, the latter
will taste the salt and not the sugar. I tried commu-
nity of feeling: on Alexis, this experiment never having
been before attempted with him. The magnetiser being be-
hind, I pinched his left elbow, on which Alexis soon put
his hand to his own elbow, complaining of pain. I next
pinched the little finger of the magnetiser’s right hand,
pain in the corresponding finger was felt by Alexis. Here
there could be no collusion, as neither knew my intention,
which arose in my own mind at the time.

The following case, from the Rev. Mr. Sanby’s work,*
well illustrates this part of the question. A young girl,
who had been brought up by her parents in unbelief and
great ignorance of Scripture, had been mesmerised on
account of her health. She had been mesmerised by four
different individuals, two of whom are friends of my own,
without any remarkable effects of a mental character re-
sulting. At last she was mesmerised by a gentleman of
strong religious feelings, whose knowledge of Scripture is
most profound and accurate, and whose theological tenets
are somewhat peculiar. Religion is in fact the uppermost
occupation of his mind; and mark the effect at once on
the patient. She straightway becomes in her sleep most
conversant with the Bible ; compares one text with ano-
ther; she interprets the Old Testament by the New ; she
discovers the deepest meaning in most abstruse chapters ;
she is an ‘expositor of what she declares are the real doc-
trines of the Gospel. That a girl almost ignorant of
Scripture should accomplish all this is regarded as super-
natural. She is considered as inspired, called a pro-
phetess, and for a time no one could say what turn the
delusion would take. The girl is next placed en rapport

* Mesmerism, and its Opponents,
4
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with a gentleman whose studies are of an astrological
character, and her talk is straightway of the stars. She
speaks with accuracy of central suns, of Jupiter, and
Herschell. She is next placed en rapport with several
ladies, who declare that their innermost thoughts are laid
bare by. the patient, and these parties know not what to
think, ” Our prophetess, though only eighteen years of
age, is ignorant of nothing. Ask her any. question on
any subject, and she answers with rapidity; of course
great hubbub is raised, and the neighbourhood .all
stirred up : those who have a tendency towards religious
novelties look for fresh revelations from the magical maid :
those who adhere to the evangelical section of the Church
raise a ery of Satanic agency; while simple nature is for-
égotten, and both sides overlook the fact that the patient
Qis sympathetically united with the mind of -the mes-
Wmerist,” o Coee S
= In the life of Jung Stilling, as translated by Jackson, is
Gthe following :—
% His * Nostalgia” was universally read. One morning
:>ahandsome young man came to Stilling’s room. He learnt
g‘_hp was the remarkable , and was astonished at this
oVisit.  His astonishment was increased by the expectation
Jof what this extremely enigmatical individual .might have
3to communicate to him. He began to weep: kissed Stil-
ling’s hand, and said, ““Are you not the author of Nos-
talgia P’ ¢ Yes, sir.”” ¢ You are then one of my
secret superiors.” ¢ No, dear sir, I am neither your
secret superior nor any one else’s. I am in no secret con-
nexion whatever.”” The stranger looked at Stilling, and
replied with inward emotion, ° Dearest friend, cease to
conceal yourself: I have been tried long and severely
enough. I thought you knew me already.”” < No, Mr.
————, I assure you that I really understand nothing
of all that you expect from me.” This speech was too
strong and serious ‘to leave the stranger.in uucertainty ;
1t was now his tnrn to be astonished. He therefore con-
tinued,—¢ But tell me, then, how is it that you krow
anything of the great’and venerable connexion in the East,
which you have so circumstantially described in the Nos-
talgia, and have even minutely pointed out their rendez-
vous in Egypt, on Mount Sinai, in the Monastery. of
' , D2
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Canobia, and under the temple at Jerusalem?”” Stilling
replied, *“ I know nothing of all this; but these u!eas .and
conceptions presented themselves to my imagination in &
very lively manner. It was, therefore, mere fable and
fietion.” ~ * Pardon me,” rejoined the stranger, * the
matter is, in truth and reality, as you have described ; it
is astonishing that you have hit it in such a manner.. No,
that cannot have come by chance.” He now related the
real particulars of the association in the East. Stilling
was astonished and amazed beyond measure. About the
same time a certain great prince wrote to him and askgd
him, whence it was that he knew anything of the associa-
tion in the Fast, for the thing was exactly as he had de-
scribed in his ¢ Nostalgia.” Stilling has experienced seve-
ral things of the same kind, in which his imagination
exactly accorded with the real facts, without previoqsl):
knowing the least of it, or having any presentiment of it.” -

From what has preceded, I think the following conclu-
sions may justly be deduced :— '

L. That a real influence may frequently be exerted by
one individual upon another, so as to produce peculiar
sleep or somnambulism, in which partial or total insensi-
bility to external stimulants, cataleptic rigidity of parts,
and various other phenomena, may be manifested. :

2. That in persons who have been repeatedly subjected
to this influence, the will of the magnetiser often suffices
to produce the effects, independently of any manipulations
or gestures, and this may sometimes occur when the
magnetiser is at some distance, as in an adjoining room,
and when the individuals are not aware of the circum-
stance. ) . o

3. That although there has in several instances been de-
ception on the part of pretended magnetisers and som-
nambulists, yet that the phenomena of magnetism are too
well authenticated to admit of reasonable doubts of their
existence. ‘

4. That wany surgical operations have been performed
during the magnetic sleep, without “consciousness, or the
expression of pain by the patients, and that hitherto no

bad effects have ensued from the operations so ‘per-
formed. : :
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5. That animal magnetism, under proper regulation, is

calculated to be serviceable in the treatment of several
iseases, more especially in those less tractable to the or-

dinary means of relief, but that its indiscriminate use, and

Icautious experimentation, is to be guarded against.

6. That the fact of clairvoyance, or the perception of
objects by lucid somnambulists, without the assistance of
the eyes, a tolerably accurate description of distant loca-
lities or persons, known to the individuals placed en rap-
port, the indication of symptoms of disease, &c., is fully
proved by the concurrent testimony of innumerable wit-
nesses, as also by the attestation of the Commissioners of
the Royal Academy of Medicine. '

7. That the rational explanation of these phenomena,
which has been already given, tends to elucidate the oc-
currence of several events, as the fulfilment of dreams,
Presentiments, predictions, &c., which have been hitherto
Jnexplicable, though too precise and peculiar to admit of
their being ascribed to accidental coincidence.

8. That from the many occurrences, both in science and
art, which are now proved to be true, though formerly
considered impossible, no one is warranted in denying the
trath of the phenomena which have been recorded,
merely on the ground of the supposed impossibility of
their occurrence, though in the present state of our know-
ledge they may not admit of a satisfactory explanation. .

There has been on two or three occasions some stir
JTespecting prizes enclosed in envelopes, and promised to
any somnambulist who could decipher the figures or words
deSlgnated. The conditions, however, which would render
an experiment of this kind likely to succeed have not been
acceded to, or when, as in the instance of the Burdin

Tze, a somnambulist has come forward, obstacles were
thrown in the way, Mademoiselle Pigeaire, whose luci-
dlty at Montpelier had been attested by some of the most
eminent practitioners of that town, came to Paris to try
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. for the prize of three thousand francs offered by M.
Burdin in the Academie de Medecine. Some preparatory
experiments were made in private, which were attended
by several learned and distinguished personages, most of
‘whom certified in writing that Mademoiselle Pigeaire read
.while her eyes were covered with a bandage of black
velvet, which at its lower part was gummed down to the
skin of the face. Among those who certified the fact were
M. Orfila, Dean of the Parisian Faculty of Medicine,
Ribes, Reveille-Parisé, and other well-known physicians.
When, however, she came to try for the prize, it was
insisted that the somnambulist should wear a particular
apparatus, which was to.incase the head, instead of the
bandages and velvet covering with which the former
experiments were made. M. Pigeaire consequently de-
clined to allow his daughter to make the attempt. -

A bank-note of £100 was said to have been deposited by
an eminent surgeon at a banker’s in Dublin, which was to
become the property of any one who could tell its number.
The somuambulist of a Mr. Saunders at Bristol, declared,
however, that there was no bank-note, but a blank cheque
which it appears on opening the envelope proved to be the
case. : :

The offers made at the Town-all, of £20 in the first
instance, and of £100 in the second, to be'given to any
one who conld decypher the sentences written on the back
of the notes, doubtless attracted the larger proportion of
the assemblages on these occasions, and this circumstance
serves to show the erroneous notions that prevail with refe-
rence to this subjeet ; as if it were to be expected that a
lncid somnambulist was to come forward on the spur of
the moment, and in a heated room, amidst the disturbing
influences of a large meeting to make an attempt of this
kind.,_ In order, however, to afford the Proposers a possi-
ble opportunity of becoming convinced of the reality -of
clairvoyance by losing their money, I submitted the follow-
ng propositions : -

Ist. That the experiments take place before a limited
number of persons, as twenty, not Likely to offer opposition
or create disturbance, so as to impede the exercise of the
faculty,

~ 2nd. That the question be left open for three months,
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in order to afford opportunity to lucid somnambulists to
come forward. S
3rd. That the partial or total success or failure of the
experiments be determined by an umpire, chosen by the
representative of each party, viz., Mr. Parsons on the one
hand, and the owners of the note on the other, and by the
chairman of the meeting, who, in case of a difference of
opinion, should have the casting vote, and in the meantime
to retain possession of the packet containing the note.
4th.. That inclosed with the note there be legibly written
on a piece of a white paper, its number, or any word of
one or two syllables, and that on any somnambulist stat-
Ing the number or the word so written, the note to become
his or her property.
5th. That an impartial person, as the chairman of the
late meeting, shall know the number or word to be desig-
Dated, and shall consent to be placed en rapport, with any
person disposed to make the trial.
. This would be a perfectly efficient test, and in all proba-
ility, upon such’ conditions, lucid somnambulists would
come forward. They have, however, not been acceded to.
. T have thus endeavoured to present a fair and impartial
View of the question, as far as the limits of a lecture ad-
ut of, having no personal interest to subserve; and if
have spoken in favour of animal magnetism, it is because
I believe that its adoption as a remedial means within
1_:he pale of medical science, and, under certain restrictions,
IS calculated to be beneficial in several hitherto intractable
Seases, as well as a mode of blunting sensibility with re-
gard to the performance of surgical operations, preferable
In some cases to the means now employed; and also
because I believe that the further study of the pheno-
Mena of magnetic somnambulism will tend to elucidate
many obscure occurrences in the domain of psychology,
and will be no less productive of direct beneficial results,

Y promoting some of the highest interests of the human
tace,

LONDON:

G. J. PALMER, PRINTKR, SAVOY STREET, STRAND, /
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