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0-~
I will not always strive to no purpose; 1 will not a|WayS

threaten and not perform . 1 will no |0nger be b|a5phemed
and mocked by the vijle, the filthy, and unclean. Here in

my Zion have | placed my name, here are the chosen of
my delight, my holy, holy people; and from thence shall
my word go forth ; and he that heareth jt, and obeyeth it
not, shall fall by the sword of displeasure.

On Sabbath alternoon, August 7th, ! again beheld the
sign, and heard one of the Angels speak the following

words : Behold, even seven times have paSSed by’ and thou,
O little one, hast been called to behold and witness thjs,

the word of the AImighty. But rest gssured, that thou
hast not peheld, but in a small measure, that which is now
placed upon the dwelling ©f the righteous. _

But the word of thy God and my God, is this day fulfil-
ed and obeyed,; which a5, that | the HOI[Y An el of Alf
mighty power, Should not rest, until seven MeS! had cal-
led forth the least child in this part of his zjon, whose
eyes had beheld the glory of God, and whose lips had been
moved to sound forth his sacred word; that she might
stand as a witness of his marvellous doings. But yet loud-
er crieth the voice of Him who sitteth on high, © Mi kh'
lon se vin' dag; rest shall not crown thy Spirit, nor peace
and quietness prevail around thee, until yy word be fy|ly
known and righteous law fulfiled.

Even seven times shalt thou sound thy trumpet of alarm,
and call forth him in whom | take pleasure; who has,
through Suffenngs sore, and sorrow deep’ washed his gar-
ment white, and found favor in sight : for |g, he shall
suffer even as did my first begotten Son, many th|ngs for

my Name's-sake, and the Gospel's.
And on the sixth time that thou shalt call him forth, !

will draw nigh’ and crown him with wisdom, and clothe
him with power ; and cause his gyeg t© gpen, that he shall
see my glory, and the word of his God; and write in full
concerning the same.

And on the seventh time he shall behold the whole, and
write the same, and, at that time, | will cause four thous-

and of jmy most holy Angels t© be present, and witness my
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word correctly written.  For|g, I will have wit|s|ses,1»oth

in heaven and on earth; but through sufferings deep shall
my word be gbtained, and in tribulation shall it be written.

The voice then ceased, and the Hply An ei tamed to
me and sajd; Little one, hast thou not 1€A[{ the voice of
Almighty powerl ! answered, yea.

Then g4 ye, and correctly write all that has passed in
these seveil interviews, and | will be with =thee to help
thee. But remember, ! shall call forth many witnesses,
ere the day cometh when mortal gyes shall behold the word
of the Lord written plain to he understood py the inhabi-
tants ofthe earth.

Sabbath afternoon, August 14th, eighteen hundred and
forty-two, while in meeting, ! saw = Holy and mighty An-
gel enter the meeting room, He marched to the head of
the room, and placed his wings upon many ofthe brethren
and gjsters, saying Arise, arise, and witness for me ; for
lo 1 am an Angel of Almighty power, sent fiom the throne
of God to guard his -heritage’ his Zion on earth.

And surely great IS my mission, and marvellous shall be
my word and work; therefore, I call you to arise and wit-
ness for me, with many others; for know ye, I shall work
in the sight of man, and of the childrgn of this world; and
many things Will I make pjain to their view, and pring to
their understanding. AnNnd not seven and a half times shall
pass away, before they shall hear my voice, and acknow»
|edge the goodness of their God, and behold his name
printed on Zjon, where He has p|aced it, forever more to
stand. The Angel then dlsappeared, and | saw him no
more at that time.

After meeting was closed, as | was returning home, feel-
ing entirely free from the burden which I had previously
felt, 1 was met by the Angel after | entered the dwe”ing-
his Wings were rajsed, and his countenance shone with
great brightness, yet it was solemn and serene; which
struck me with reverence and we, insomuch that 1 had
scarcely strength te stand. The Apge| looked at me in a
very sacred and solemn manner,.and bid me follow him
back into the meeting-room, which 1 did . and there 1
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found one oOfthe gjsters; he then p|aCed my hand in hers,
and bid me walk with her and sing a |ittle solemn song
which he gng; this I did.

After Wa'klng a few moments, the ange' said to this cer-
tain gjster, 1 would that t_hou, little one, learn _this song
and gjng with me. 1 am an Angel ©f Almighty power,
and have come unto thee, clothed in thy Mother's Splrlt,
and this is thy Mother's song of mourning’ for Sure|y she
mourneth and Weepeth for Zion, because great and heavy
will yet be her tribula’[iop . and her children will yet mourn
and weep, iN very deed with her.

The Angel then desired to march this song throughout
the dwelling-house, through every hall, and every retiring
room, that all might feel the spirit of their Mother, and
sense N a small measure, 8 degree of her tribulation;
which was done. The Ange' entered one of the
rooms where several were asserjchg d, and turning to the
one whom his God has chosen to write the Sacred Biple,
he said; O thou beloved gne prepare thy heart for tribu-
lation; great has peen, and great sha_ll be thy tribulation.

The Angel then proceeded through the house, and after
returning te.the place where he had prayigysly been gpeak-
ing, he spoke the following words. _

O Holy Anointed, and dearly beloved, have not tribula-
tion and persecution been the lot of God's peop'e in Zion
through 2l past ages? and hath not the Lord promised
protection te them in obedience?  Surely he has, and will
fulfil gccording te his promise.

I am an Angel of Almighty power sent from the throne
of God, bearing e» my wings = Heavenly cross, and itis
the will of thy God that the cross be placed e my chosen
instruments. Wilt thou pet, O thou little gne, take this
cross from off ,, Ifoulders? He regplied, the will of
God be done.

" Also upon my head is placed, = solemn and Wi : hI
RO”, Conta”'"ng The words of the Lord thy God, g y
has been written with his own |inger, and p|ace3 on this
thy dwelling place, for nations to behold; yea, that which
shall yet be prodaimed in the earth.

10
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And o, I say unto yoy, It hasbeen through tribulation
deep that this word has been handed fgrth; and in and
through tribulation deep, and sufferings sore, shall it be
obtained and written [y mortal hand, for nations to behold.
Even seven times have | called thee forth, O thou little
one, to view this mjy word, and the word of thy God, though

not through my loud and solemn yrympet, therefore, thou
hast not heard me in full. But et seven times more will

1 again call thee forth to read this solemn and sacred word
before thou shalt write jt, but on the sixth time thou shalt
write Concerning it, and on the seventh thou shalt write
the whole.

Yea, even as the Lord did place = rainbow in the heav~
ens, as a Sign and sure promlse unto Noah, that He would
never again .destroy the earth, or the inhabitants thereof,
by floods of water; smshall the dgings ©f my hand which
ye have geen, stand as a sign unto his people, that ye have
this day received his holy, and sacred word, which shall
yet be written py mortal hand, and made plain to mortal
eyes; and be understood py many Of the inhabitants of the
earth.

" I have now finished the word which ,y Heavenly Fa-
ther gaye me to gpeak, but I leave ygy not at present, nay,
I the H0|y Ange| will remain with this little gne, even
Philemon, until this work is accompnshed, and the word is

finished, saith the Holy Angel.
Norm. The inspired writer of this Roll and Book had

been shown by an Ange'y at times, for more than two years
previous, that God had a word direct to the nations of the
earth; butin what way it should be sent forth, it had never
been shown me.

The Angel repeatedly informed me that God would di-
rect and conduct this work in his own time and according
to his own will and p|easure_ These thlngs 1 kept and
pondered in my own heart, until God should make his own
time known entire|y according to his own will. Of these
things the inspired writer of this communication, knew

nothing, as | had kept them entirely within myselt|
P1m.omoN Srnwmr.
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January first, eighteen hundred forty three, | heard a
heavenly trumpet very loudly sounding. ! listened, and
the sound ceased; ! paused for a moment, when 1 ggain
heard jt, which seemed to cause the regions above to
shake with terror.

I then looked towards the Northwest, and there beheld
a beautiful rainbow; and on the rainbow stood four
thousand holy and mjighty angels, €ach holding in his right
hand a ﬂaming sword, and in his left, a vial of God's
wrath and jndignation. ! gazed on the scene, With admir-
ation and reverence, yet feared exceedingly.

I again heard the heavenly trumpeters loudly sounding
‘their solemn trympets, Which caused the arc_hes of heaven
to echo; and at gyery blast I was struck with exceeding
great fear and terror. | then heard a solemn and heaven-
ly song sung, which was played upon instruments of mu-
sic, by forty and four of the most holy angels that march-
ed in front.

They moved along slowly, while the rainbow still con-
tinued under their feet, until they reached the dweiiing
house, where the Roll or Sacred Sheet was spread. Then
did the pinety and nine tryympet-sounding Angels raise
their trympets, and loudly blow a solemn plast, which they
repeated fourteen times; Signifying that for fourteen days
they would all attend to the writing of the Roll.

Then spake one of the mighty Angels, saying; For
fourteen days shall e, the holy Angels of Almlghty pow-
er, tarry with the son of man and inspire him witH yisdom,
light and understanding, that he may behold the glory of
his God, and do his all righteous will. Yea, we will open
the eyes of his gy, and give unto him true knowiedge

and ynderstanding; that he may, if he will, correctly
write the word and do the will of his All-wise and All—-

powerfiil Creator.

But let him not fear to write it in fy||, exact and correct
that gyery Nation may know that God is a God ofiustice;
impai‘tial and merciful. And moreover | say, if he writ-
eth not the word in fy||, but keepeth back a part, fearing
man, and the powers Of earth, rather than his God; | say,
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and understand yg: more tolerable was jt, in ancient date,
for the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, than it will be
for him.  Far better would it have peen, had he never ex-
isted on the earth . o, that a millstone be hung about his
neck, and he be cast into the ggy, than that he should see
the days that he shall live to see.

But if he gheyeth the voice of his Father which is in
Heaven7 all shall be well with him. Though man be

m|ghty, yet God is A|m|ghty, though man be able to tor-
ture and perp|ex’ yet God is gple, in the tWininng of an
eye, to crush and |gy low the hayghtiness ©f man, and
raise yp and exalt the humble seeker after true righteous-

ness.  Therefore fear exceedingly; yea, tremble with
fear.

Then the forty and four poly Angels, taking hold of the
sheet, raised it up and said unto me, Look, behold and gee,
O thou babe in |srael, the word and doings Ofthy All-wise
'‘Creator. | looked and beheld the word of the Lord writ-
ten in fyl||, for the first time. It was written upon asheet
which to my view, appeared like fire, and the letters were
as letters of gold. And after the angels had raised it up,
about six feet'from the roof of the house, taking it in the
middle, "it was then shown to me as | had before seen jt,
in the Shape of a Sign . the sheet was again Spread, and 1
beheld it in full.

Then said the Angel; A time and a half a time, and a
half of a half a time, shall in no wise pass away, nay, the
sun shall not reach its meridian height at noon-day, not
the moon gpread her gentle beams of |ight over you by
night, even ninety and nine times, before ye shall behold
the word of the Lord your God written in fyll, by mortal
hand, and made plain to the view of the |nhabitants of
Zion.

Then did. they' roll yp the Roll, and seal it with the
ninety and nine seals; and singing = song ©f rejoicing,
and playing the same ypon their jnstruments, they march-
ed into the upper hall in the dwe”"‘]g house, laid down the
Roll, and vanished out of my sight.

January twenty second, eighteen hundred and forty
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three, 1 again beheld the four thousand Angels approach
the place ©f worship, wWith quickened steps; and as they
entered, | heard a band of heavemy music, which sound-
ed in my ears like many harpers playing upon their harps.
Then the Angels raised their solemn tyympets and gaye 2
solemn plast; then said they, Peace be unto the righteous;
yea, peace, joy and tranquility shall crown the days, and
rest in the bosoms of the true and upright soldiers of
Christ.

But ywoe, woe, and a heavy woe, shall rest ypon that
soul that shall 5resyme to Mmake mention of the doings of
their G-od to the children of darkness before the time hath
fully come, when his word He will reyegl, and his will he
will make known, in his own time and geason, way and
manner. Even of thege, the vials of God's wrath and in-

dignation, which we hold in our left hands, (and with
which he hath pyrposed te Visit the earth and the inhabi-

tants thereof,) shall they constantly drink; and as a dead
and lifeless pranch, shall they fall from the tree of |jfe, to

rise no more, through time or in- eternity.
The Angels then formed a circle around the chosen in-

strument, and Said; Thou child of sorrow prepare thyse'f
for death; for a sacrifice of all things, even to the |aying
down of thy life, doth thy God require! Thy path Is
paved With tribulation; therefore, in the bitterest of grjef,
the heaviest of sorrow and keenest of tripulation, shalt
thou walk by day and by night till thou art willing to sac-
rilice all to thy God, that thou mayest be able to know
and do his will:

For never ggain will the Lord condescend to reveal his
all-righteou Will unto mortals, unless through tribulation,
sorrow and grief’ they have washed their garments white,
and in the lowest of humility have bowed their spirits, and
opened the door of their hearts with thankfulness and res-
ignation, that he might enter and work.

We gqy not that the Lord requires you t© give up your

natural |ife; but he requires a Wi”ingneSS to sacrifice all
things, even unto death. The Ange|3 then sounded their

trumpets, and ! saw them no more at that time.
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Early on the morning ©f the first day of February, eight-
een hundred and forty three, 1 was awakened from my
sleep, hearing the Angels again sounding their rumpets,

and the forty and four most h0|y ange|s p|ay|ng upon their
instruments of music. | looked towards the west and a-

beheld the heet spread. The Angels then raised

i wings with joy, and loudly rung their bells of glarm;
shouted a shout of rejoicing, and sung 2 solemn song of
praise, saying;

ReJO|Ce, (@) Zion; let thy inhabitants be Joyf”L and |et
joy and rejoicing prevail throughout thy Porders.  For |o,
this day will the Lord of Heaven draw nigh, and clothe
with wisdom and crown with strength, that soul who hag,
in suH‘erings and gorrow, laid himself low before God, even
to dust, that he might find favor in his sight, and be able
to do his h0|y will. This day will he commence revea”ng
that which has long been concealed; and this day shall
|0ng be remembered by thee, O Zion.

I did not hear or see any more at thattime. Buton the
morn|ng ofthe second day of February’ 1 again heard the
Angels sound their trumpets, and saw them take the gheet,
and again roll it 5 and seal jt, even with ninety and nine
seals; they then carried it into the room where it was to
be written, unsealed and placed it upon the wall.

Then said the Ange|5 to the chosen jnstrument, O thou
child of sorrow, this day do we, the mighty and proclaim-
|ng Angels of the Lord, commence tarrying with thee' to
feed and support thee, and to witness the word ofthe Lord
Correcﬂy Copied from this sacred sheet, by mortal hand for
mortal eyes to view ; for this was thy Father's command, and
this is our mission. He chooseth wijtnesses, both in the
heavens and on the egrth; for out of the mouths of many
witnesses shall his word be established.

On the fourth day of February, eighteen hundred and
forty three, I saw the instrument that was to write the
Roll, go into his yoom, and the four hundred Ange|3 fol-
low him; and after he had commenced Writing, I saw the

Ange|s p|ace a seal on every page s he wrote it, as their
Witn¢BS I1-lid testimony that it was Correcﬂy written.
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On the titth of Fepruary, | saw yet another sheetplaced
upon the house top, resembling the first, having the same
word written upon it; and | saw an ange| Standing at the
top of it, having a head like a lion, and Wings like an an-
ge]_ And as the Instrument Copied the word Correcﬂy,
from the Roll, the Angel blotted it out.

On the ninth of February, ! saw the Angels ascend even
unto the throne of the Almighty, and there gather food,

strength and blessing for the |nstrument; and with it |
saw them feed him; Saying, be faithful thou little one,

even as thou hast peen; for |o, thy God, thy Father and
eternal Maker, is well pleased with thee.
On the sixteenth of February, ! again heard the Angell

sounding their trumpets: saying, Well done thou ggod
and faithful geryant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.

Well be it with thee, because of thy obedience; because
thou hast faithfillly done the wyjll, and correctly written the
word of th Father which is in heaven. And whosoever
shall put forth their hand to destroy it, shall fall by the
sword of his disp|easure’ and be banished from his pres-

ence. The Ange|s soon disappeared, and | saw them no

more.

Testimony of Martha VVan Vvalen.

Oon Saturday evening’ December seventeenth, one thous-
and eight hundred and |prty-two, while in meeting, ! saw
a very powerful angel enter the east side of the (gom,

clothed in ghining brightness. His appearance filled my
soul with godly fear. He said to me, | am the angel of

Eternal Truth. Look thou! behold this Rgll, which
shall be written in 5, time. 1 looked and saw a yery
Iﬂgglh Roll held before me, and it was sealed with many

The angel broke the first segl, and commenced unrol-
ling it. He unrolled a part, and then came to another
seal. In thiS.rr:anner he continued unroIIing and breakingl
the geals, until it was all unrolled. And by the space |
govered il) the room, it must have been about twenty feet
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|0ng and several feet wide. 1 saw it was covered with
Writing, but could not read one word of it.

Sabbath mgorning December eighteenth, while in our
morning meeting, I saw the same ange' with the same Roll ;
and he held it before me. At this time avery solemn fee“ng

came over me, accompanied with a We|ght of tribulation.

There was also another spirit standing hy me ; and | gajd,
what does thismean T Is this for' e to read? Nay, said

the Spil’it, it is not for you t© read; but it is the eternal
word of God, and will be written and sent to all nations
of the earth. You will gt know this to be true.

The angel with the Roll now left the gom, and 1
looked to see where he went; and I saw him 5 towards
New Lebanon. My impression then yas, that the Roll
was to be written there, and sent forth as I had been told.
This 1 mentioned to some oOfthe family at the time.

The next day I saw the RoOIl again, and the angel that
unrolled and unsealed it as before. 1 did not count the
number ofthe geg|s, neither did I know their meaning.

Tuesday afternoon, April fourth, one thousand ejght

hundred and forty-three, = mighty angel appeared te me.
He first told his hame, Ha la vae tha na; and then sajd’,

O thou little gne, bow before me.

The appearance ©f this mighty angel was majestic and
solemn. When he spake his voice caused me to tremble
with godly fear and reverence. After a pause, he Said;
Bow down thou mortal jnstrument, bow |ow, low, even to
the dust ofthe ggrth, if thou wilt become a witness to the
truth of the h0|y word of God, which in his wisdom he
hath seen It to cause to be written. Yeg, the word of
your Eternal Parents hath been revealed hy a mighty and
powerfu' ange|; and written by mortal hand at New Leb-
anon, the Mount of God.

(o] ye witnesses of the eternal word which is about to be
lent forth to the difierent nations of the earth, through the
mercy, power and wisdom of God, have yg not felt the
solemn and awful weight of the word and work which
have been revealed in the Zion of God (pgn earth? Can

you not testify, in truth, that the Lord God hath declared,



.nrona rN! sinxns. 145

through his ministering ange|s’ that the tire of his Al-
mighty truth should be spread through earth's remotest

bounds? Yea, to thiS, and to more can ye bear witness.
Hark, hear the awful sound; Woe! woel woe! awful
woes are pronounced upon the inhabitants of the earth.
A sign shall be given in the east. Terrible and mighty
is_ the army t_hat shall be sent to and fro in the ggrth, with
vials filled with the wrath of Go(d, to pour upon the proud,
the high, the unjust,.the unmerciful, the filthy worker, and
those who ragard not the laws of God or man.
All those' who will trifle wjth, or in an  \way abuse, de-
or' cause to be t’he Sacre woi/ds of t’ruth
stroy estroyed,
written and sent forth to all the nations of the'e'arth, by
the command of the great Jehovah, better, far better
would it be for them, if they had never been born. For,
saith the Eternal God, | will meet those that do this thing

with heavy iudgments_ My words to them shall be like
the roarings ©f mighty thunders; and no forgiveness shall

Lhe ind, but through heavy sufferings. Se take warning
yhe careful, O ye children of egrth, how you treat that

which you do not understand.

To all who are called to witness to thjs, the word of
your God, know ye there will disputers and cavilers grise,
but fear them not . for what is written is the word of your
God, and all the powers Of darkness will never be able to
destroy the truth thereof. but it will stand to the endless

ages ©f eternity.

Inspired Witness,
Munras Van Vansn.

As a witness, | boldly and firmly declare to all man-
kind, that what is here written is no fiction, but is the

everlasting truth. Itis simply what I saw and heard.

I was born in Fjshkill, Dutchess County, State of New
York, May first, eighteen hundred four; came here to
live, April, eighteen hundred and thirty-three.

INn-rin VAN Vans.

Hancock, liars., April 4, 1843.
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Extracts from Adah Zillah Potter's gajght interviews
with the angel " Mane Mirah Vak na Sina Jah." These
interviews were held on the 22d Jan. 1842, evening-
Feb. 5th, 1842, ten o'clock Mom.-Feb. 21st, 1842,
Morn.-March 1, 1842, Morn.-March 12 1842. May
1, 1842, while assembled with others on the Holy Mount.
July 6, 1842, Morn.-July 7, 1842, awakened jyst as the
clock struck three. The account of these interviews
cover 16 closely printed octave pages. And all evidently
the outpourings ©f a strong @nd wonderfully excited imag-

ination. It is perhaps, taken as a whole, rather a strong
Specimen of the visions and revelations common among

the people since 1837. But taken with the others given
it is a fair one. 1 make brief extracts.

The ange' Signs his hame, as given above, to several of
the communications given_

INn the third interview she describes the ange| as he ap-

peared t© her, == follows.
The voice now ceased speaking, and 1 beheld in the

east, an angel moving slowly along, and scon came yery
near. The appearance Was solemn and terrible; for the
body, from the npeck, was like that of a mighty man, and
the head was like that of an gagle, He had four exceed-
|ng|y |arge Wings’ two ypon each Shoulder; these were
open @nd spread each yay.

The feet were like the feet of an elephant, and seemed
to be well shod with cast jron; in the right hand was a
very large Roll, sealed with pinety-nine seals; and in the
left a pook, the lids or cover of which, was of some kind
of metal, but I did not know what; and it was clasped
together with a C|asp of steel. I feared but SpOke not,
for 1 knew not what to say; indeed 1 dared not speak.

The m|ghty ange| now Spoke to me in a voice like
thunder, and said, Me, ye now hear and gee, and ye know
that I gm; and from this time ye will not often hear me,
though ye may see yet again and again, for 1 am indeed
the power. But the voice that ye shall hear, ye shall not

know, neither shall ye see from whence it proceedeth un-
til it shall come. =~ =
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The ange| now held forth, frat the Roll, and than the
book; and sajd, The time wiill surely come, and is not far
distant, but is not yet,

But alasl alasl Se a na gqua, <fa ma. Lo, these days
in which that righteous God of never ending Charity, has
now winked at the pretended ignorance and hard under-
Standing of the children of men, and even of his own peo-
ple, and hath showed mercy unto all, will be numbered
and will pass away.

In the fifth interview at the clpse, the angel says,

And let it be remembered, that my Word is not exclu-
sively to one part, nor to another part of Zion's inhabi-
tants; but to gyery part, @ahd to the nations abroad the
same. BUL nhow, my last word unto thee, O thou mortal
child, that hast these live times listened to me, and to the
voice that abideth with e is this:

Thou shalt in no wise provide for thyse" any article of
any kind, whereon to write my word; but as I shall com-
mand thee, so shalt thou do. Upon thy knees shalt thou

lace the Hon Bible, (fOI‘ that is the most sacred and
hay word now KNnown gmong the children of mené} and
upon that thou shalt wrijte, all that I shall command thee.

And that sign shall stand as a lasting memorial of my

eternal power, Within Zjon, for generations t© come; and
no name, save Ma ne Mi rah Vak ne Si na Jah’ shall be

upon my word.

This is the end of my word for this time; | go now,
yet come again in season : but not as | am now; but
number my times, and keep my time, and be a ready wit-
ness for me. Amen.

Ma NE M1 nan VAK NE S1 Na Jan.

In perfect obedience to the word of the angel, I did
write eyery Word of it yoon 2 Bible, only five and a half
inches wide, and nine in Iength, which 1 laid upon my
knees. And though many asked me why I did 5o, yet |
told no gne, until | had finished. 1 have now done all
that | am as yet required to do; and to the whole com-

munication | freely and confidently |5ng my nar';e-
Anal! n.r..m onca.
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At the close of these interviews the writer gays,
I have now nothing more 1O ggy, save On|y that 1 saw

the m|ghty ange| with the mortal writer of the foregoing
Roll, several times, while Writing the book. AnNd it is

with a degree ©f pleasure that I add my testimony to the
truth and reglity of the whole word and work; and can

readily hand forth this statement, as = witnessing word, in
obedience to the word of the hgly angel. ANd pnow, this
whole word, I am W||||ng and ready to seal with my life,
or in whatever manner it may p|ease a just and h0|y God
to require of me. ADAH ZILLAH PoO'r'rnn.

New [ebanon, Columbia County, State of New York,
Apr”, 1843.

Testimony of Joseph Wicker. About 9 O'CIOCk, this
evening, (April 20, 1843,) while_enga.ged N prayer and
supplication te God, ! received a small roll; and it was
sald to me, This is the word of the Lord. After receiving

it, ! returned it to the Ange| Who prought it, and I was re-
quired to write while he read, as follows: Thus saith the

Lord who upholdeth the righteous, and saith to Zjon,
Receive [, word that | now send unto thee. My word
is truth, and it shall not return unto Me yojd, but the word

1 have Spoken, 1 will Sure|y perform; and Iwill empty out

the wicked, who despise judgment, and scoff at my holy
givings_ In mercy have | now sent forth m word anew

unto the inhabitants ofthe earth ; and | have gggjn set life
and death before them, Teaching them plainly, what I re-
quire of the souls | have created, and warning them of the
judgments which shall shortly pass through the earth, and
enter the habitations of the sons and daughters of pride,
who have chosen the paths ©f iniquity, and the seal of de-
struction. So from my H0|y Mount, from the center of
the Zion of my likeness on earth, have I caused this my
word to go forth; and in truth and faithfulness have 1
caused it to be plainly written, that all who desire jt, may
clearly understand how to find my mercy and forgiveness.

0, ye inhabitants ofthe earth, is it a strange thing, that
I am able 5y as in days of old, to make known iy, word
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unte you, through the means of my own choosin  ? is my
power diminished, so that | cannot reveal my Word to souls
who dwell in tabernacles of glgy T Who hath taken Irom
Me, or, who hath removed my attributes?  Will ye set
bounds for Me, that | cannot pass, ©r determine, what
thing I shall not do? When did I ever teach yq, that I
would never again Speak unto the sons of men''l

If yo would be wise, receive testimonies which |
have revealed in this day of my favor, and kindness unto
sinful man, and reject Not my laws.

lusrmsn '\Wx'rN1-ass,
Jossm Wicxzn.

Strange as the contents ofthe foregoing pages may ap-
pear to the natural man, | feel no hesitation to declare my

faith in the truth of the doctrines, wamings, invitations,
and jpstructions, set forth and inculcated in them; and
that they are of Divine origin, and eminently calculated
to produce peace and happiness in all who observe and
keep them.

I was born in the Town and County qf Bennington,
State qf Vermont, March 23 1790; was gathered into the
Society in April, 1806.

lossrn Wlcxnn.

Hancock, Berkshire County, State of Massachusetts,

April 20, 1843.

A Short Communication from a |loly Spirit.

Rncmvsn at Umox V|LLAGE, W.mnEN COUNTY, Onto,
May 14, 1843.

Thus saith the Spiritz: O, my children, unite your souls
as the heart of gne, and move forward with the increasing
work of God. Marvellous and great are the mysteries re-
vealed in this your day for truly the Lord hath made
known his will and word to his people on earth, and will
declare the same to all nations and pegple, N his own time.

Marvel not, though I tell yoy I have been a witness of
the Holy word of G, revealed to mortal clay, which must
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shortly Pe given to the rulers of the |gnd, and to the na#x
tions afar ofll*

But know ye when a-living- testimony hath. gone forth
from Zjon, then shall tribulation be fully realized among
God's chosen peop|e; therefore, stand ye firm and strong,
and fear not what an unbelieving world mgy inflict ypon
you. BuUt keep ye low and quijet; stand firm and unshak-
en, amidst storms and tripulation, for the H0|y hand of
God will cover and protect his chosen, from every harm;
Zion gshallfflourish, bloom and grow like a well watered

garden; her peauty and glory shall spread far and wide;
and many shall flock to her peacefu| borders to learn the
Holy way ©f righteousness.

Then O ye children, how pecessary it is, that you keep
your stores full, and your souls well supplied with the beau-
tiful gifis of God ; for they will adorn the soul with heav-
enly beauty and glory; yea, and your light shall shine forth
like the morning sun; and all who behold it shall gay,
Behold the light and glory of Zion! the beautiful city of
God, where dwell peace and righteousness, abounding with
the blessings of heaven forevermore.

Now, saith the Spijrit, | have not much to g5y at this
time, but I have a little anthem which I will give you;
that yoy may know that the Lord is visiting the earth, in

mercy and injudgment.

Anthem.

Lo, the Ange| of the Lord is SWlﬁly dymg over the
earth; sounding, sounding, through his holy trumpet, say-
ing’ Hear, O hear ye my Warning voice! For|g, the God
of Heaven, clothed with mlght and power, is descendin
iN mercy and in judgment; and He will smite the inhabi-
tants of the earth with sore and heavy judgments, for the
wickedness thereof is ygry great.

Then, O ye children of his Hon name; O ye se V&' gg,
li novoo', beye lowly; forthe humble, the Holy and pyre,

o' The writer hgq no knowledge of this Roll and Book,
on|y by Drvlne rJU.S Edq at the time the above was written.
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shall abide in the day of God's \yisitation, tbr they are his
faithful gseryants, marked with his Holy name. Then fear
ye not, ye lovely chosen of your God; for ye shall be as
an ensign lifted up, @nd as a banner of pure li ht; for,
saith the | ord, whose ways are just and trye, | will be
your God, and ye shall be p,,, 0" le an savoo' and my
celes' g, li lavar 1 will guide and comfort you, through
all scenes of tripulation, and you shall be the jewels of my

Holy love, and the glory ©f my righteous name, protected
by my Holy hand forevermore.

A Seal from the Lord lehovah.

Read py a Holy Angel, and copied by inspiration, at
Union Village, Warren County, Ohio, June 26, 1843, as
an evidence of the truth and correctness of the Great Roll,
which was written in his own name for the nations of the
earth, and which has been correctly copied through deep
tribulation, by = mortal instrument of God's own choosing,
at the Holy Mount.

I Am that I Am. Before me there was pot, and above
me there is none; And pehold, out of thy mouth has gone
forth my everlasting commandment, and the word of Eter-
nal Truth; to which no mortal clay shall gdd, neither shall

they diminish, unless they are anointed of iy Holy Spirit
and commanded so to do.

For 1 have Spoken it in my wisdom, according as | have
intended; and let no one that is ever blessed with a privil-
ege of reading, or hearing this Sacred Word of mjne, suil

fer themselves to CaV”, or y|e|d to an unbelieving Spirit,
and doubt ofits Divine origin.

I say, be careful that yq, do not suffer yourselves to har-
bor such fee”ngs; for great will be the b|asphemy of all
such as do thjs; and sore will be my judgments that shall
fall ypon them, to humble them low to the dyst, till they
shall know that 1 am the Hon and righteous God of Zjon,
against whom no man shall raise his ygice, or put forth his
hand, and prosper; buteyery soul shall bow before Me, in
low humiliation, and bend their knees in humble prayer;
and with their own tongues confess in the presence ©f my
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witnesses, the evils which they have done, or never see my

kingdom " peace. o
I will deal with every soul in r|ghteousnESS, aCCOI‘dIng
to their works; and blessed shall be the humble gqy, that

will come at the call of mercy, and bow down to seek a
,place in my Hon Zion; and not wait to be driven byjudg_
ments, to seek a refuge and a hjding place.

For |o, in the day when the earth shall be visited with
famine and de Olation, and many sere judgments which 1
will send; and when 1y Holy Angels shall blow their

trumpets 'lk€ many mighty thunders, to awaken those who
are resting in their sins, then shall the nations of the earth

tremble and be sore afraids and they will call on the rocks
and mountains to cover them, and hide them from the face
ocf the Almighty.

I call on thee O Zjon, to *keep my H0|y laws and com-
mandments, without the |east deviation from the true spirit
of the Gospe|; also to walk low and humbly, and pray to
Me, by night and day; for in times of my own appointing,
I will send exceeding heavy sulferings upon you; that'l
may in truth call you my well tried and beloved few, and
that may be true of patj and meekness
to allyc\)l\tjho Cyome to |eexampLes\,ay pOaftlgggfe' and righteousl
ness.

And more than this, 1 do require you t© be so prepared,
that you can stand united in one oy steadfast as the
rock of ages, and keep your faith S'pmtand unshaken, aj-
though you may be called to suffer imprisonment, banish-
ment, and many other cruel and barbarous things, which the
wicked may inflict ypon you.

But remember, my beloved few, ifyou will keep my Hon
way, and cry to Me in meekness, and hymiliation, with
one gpirit and ene mind, desiring M€ tg help you te endure,
1 will not leave nor forsake yq; but 7 all that bear for
righteousness' sake, ! will be \yith you, and my hand gpq|
be as the gtrength of thousands in your defence, yea, _I Will
watch over the lambs of my fold, and will protect my jher-
ital e, and rescue them from danger, so that not one up-
right soul shall be lost.
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When | had written my word for the nations ofthe earth,
I called certain of yy, Angels, and read it in their hearing;
and they bowed and gajd, Amen to what thou hast wyritten,
O Lord; but who shall reveal it to mortals? for great in»-
deed is the weight which it doth bring.

Then | chose from among the Angels, one of the most
Holy, and clothed the same with my Spirit; and told him
to go t© the H0|y Mount, where dwell my daughtefs first-
born, and, as scon as he could, to show it to some Of my
instruments there; and according as | commanded the
Angel, se was it done, and the Angel returned to Me, with
the Roll, to wait for the tjme, that what was therein con-
tained should be revealed.

And when the Ange| retumed, ! was troubled, because
Ofthe~heavy SuﬁeringS, and deep tribulation which 1 knew
it would hring upon my people; Poth in preparing it for
the nations of the egrth, and from what would take place
after it was spread abroad.  Butnow my spirit rejoices, t©
see that iy, word is correctly copied; and that it is owned
and blessed by my H0|y Anointed, as far as it has been
made known. ~ And I do tryly desire that gyery branch of
my Holy house may lend a liberal hand in the gxpense Of
preparing my word for the nations and kindreds -of the
earth; and yoy shall not be the |osers, but your reward
shall be double what yq, give.

I do also desire that each and gyery onewould carefully
and wjsely consider their present day, and calling, and lap
bor to walk according to it. For if you are ever so faith-
fiil, you cannot be too well prepared for days t© come, in
which yoy Wwill see much tripulation, and many heavy
trials.

I have for some time past, been carefill to warn all
people t© prepare, for 1 would surely do a great Work in
the earth, through which no soul would be able .to stand,
and find favor in sight, but such as would hearken to
my warnings. And now, as the time is drawing very near,
and is even at the door, | say, blessed are ye that have
harkened to my warning , a_nd have kept my command-
iments; for it shall be well with y,. and those who have

11
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not done thjs, must bear the reward of their own |gbor, and
least upon such fruit as they have gathered_

For 1 have been merciful to gl|, and sent repeated and
t|me|y Warnings; that all who had done wrong and wan#
dered from the path, might have time to see their own state,
repent @nd come down, where they could iind their union
and relation with Me, by obedience to the order which 1
have established for the protection and safe-going of my
Pwple

Now, ! say unto all who love my ways, walk in them
Fear not the slanders of the WiCked, nor the reproach of
the ungod|y; for my Holy Zion, shall sit as a Queen, and
feast on the good of her |abors, while those who will not
obey my voice, shall perish in the dust.

Great and marvellous is the work which | will do before
the eyes Ofmany who are now ||V|ng, thereforel say, Pre-
pare, and do not delay the time, for you know not the day
or hour in which I will do my work, and bring to pass that
which | have promi_sed by the word of py mouth.  And
lest you should be like the unbe“eving Jews, | say again’
Prepare, (0] prepare | and do not de|ay the time till it is too
late.

This seal I gjye unto you, my beloved and well tried
servants, as an evidence, and awarning t© my people to
prepare for the great day ©f my visitation gmong the na-
tions and kingdoms of the earth . which will deeply interest
every faithful child of holy house ypon earth.

Inspired miter of the foregoingii|n0mmuniCﬁIiOPrSmas-

Union Village, Warren County, State gf Ohio.

Extracts from the testimony of Benjamin Seth Youngs.

I was born in Schenectady, State of New Yqrk, Sept.
seventeenth, seventeen hundred and seventy-four.

I have been a member of the United Society called
" Believers" in the present appearing ©f Christ, for yp.
wards of forty-nine years. 1 have been, for |onger and
shorter periods ©ftime, personally and intimately acquainted
with all the United Societies in the United States, (except
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two in the State of Maine -) at New | ehanon, Watervliet
and Groveland, in the State of New York; at Hancock,
Tyringham, Harvard and Shirley, in the State of Massa-
chusetts; at Enfield in the State of Connecticut; at Can-
terbury and Enfield, in the State of New Hampshire; at
Union Vijllage, New Lebanon; Watervliet, near Dayton;
North Union, near Cleaveland, and Whitewater ViIIage,
in the State of Ohio; at Pleasant Hj||, on Shawnee Run;

and South Union, (Jasper Va"ey) in the State of Ken-

tuck
Tnythe year eighteen hundred fiye, I was sent (On foot

with two gthers) 2= 2 messenger t© the Western country,
particu'ar'y to the pe0p|e of the revival in Kentucky, and
the adjacent States.

After remaining in the Western country for upwards of

thirty years, during which time I was employed as 2 pub-
lic writer and Speaker, and as one Of the |eaders7 I re-

turned with others of ,, brethren and sisters from the
east, who had presided in different parts, until the church-
es and societies were in that country established.

And | do testify from indisputab|e evidence, and with
the most scrupulous regard to truth, that the messages
and communications proceeding from their mouths, were
not ot' mortal diction, but py the Divine agency, they

were (ttered, and that they proceeded from the source of
eternaltruth, as their sacred writings also bear witness.

The foregoing Sacred Roll I have heard read before a
Iarge assemb|y’ by the chosen mortal instrument that
wrote it. | do bear witness and testify, that the contents
of this Sacred Roll and pook, came from, and are sent
forth to mortals by God the Father, the Creator of heaven
and earth.

To “conclude, that great and distressing calamities, by
sea and land, hy tire and flood, are fast approacl’"ng’ and
that the mighty angels ©f the God of heaven, have already

gone forth, to execute his judgments in the earth, there is
no doubt. And fiom what we have geen, heard and felt,

of the yery wonderful works of God gmong his people,
Within the few years past, we are compelled to accord
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with the |anguage ©f the Holy Spirit, Great and marvel-
lous are thy works Lord God Almighty, Just and tfue are
thy ways, thou King of Saints. Who shall not fear thee,
O’Lord, and glorify thy name, for thy judgments are made
manifest.

With true and pyre regard for the peace, prosperity
and happiness of my fellow mortals, I am

Bnmamn Sara Youucs.

Watumliet, Aug. 28, 1843.

Here close the extracts from the "Sacred Roll and
Book." I have selected them with the intention of giving
as correct an idea of the book as could be obtained with-
out reading the whole ofit. 1fthe selections fail of bemg
a fair sample of the pook, it is because they are the most
|nterest|ng port|0n5 of It Much of the book is dull and
prosy: especially the " First Part." Doubtless 1 have
extracted as much from it as will be interesting to the
reader. ANd the extracts give a fair idea of its character
and pretensions; of the nature and qua“ty of its inspira_
tion.

It is entirely unnecessary t©© use any arguments t© show

the fallacy of the pretensions ©f this book to inspiration.
None but those who are strongly bound by Shaker gyper-

stition can receive it as jnspired. And they even, will
reject it, as seon as they have suthcient |iperty to question
its pretensmns I cannot believe that the ~ Beloved
Lead themselves have gpy faith init. Itisapgrt of their
p0||(;y used to maintain thelr influence and authorlty over
the Simple Ones.” Of course this authority isexercised
for the good of the governed_ But I must notice one or
two curiosities in these extracts from the °~ Second Part."

The testimony ofthe * Eleven M|ghty Ange|3 " Who

will presume to question the testimony of angels? But
how do we know that ange|s have Spoken to us? \Wh

Y
Harriet Goodwin, = young Shakeress, with a brilliant im-

agination, but entirely subject to her | ead, as obedient to
them as a little child to its parents, a mere passive instru-

ment in their hands, has assured us that the angels have
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Spoken to us through her as an instrument. The whole
of their Spirit testimony is dependent on her human testi-
mony. The testimony ot' this young Woman. If her tes-
timony IS true, it is good for herself, and she has seen and
conversed with~ the angels; otherwise the whole is false.
So we perceive that her single testimony is worth jyst as
much py itself glone, and is just as strong proof of the in-
Spiration of the Roll and Book’ as when joined with that of
the " Eleven Apgels.” For if her testimony proves false, no

angei have Spoken to her. What she pretends they have
said to her, must be received wholly or her authority.

She might just as well have told us that she had the testi-
mony ofllve hundred holy and mighty angels, &S “of eleven.
It would be worth just as much and no more. The whole
would be but the testimony of Harriet Goodwin. And

it would not be gtrange, but exactly like a great mul-

titude Of cases which have happened among the Shakers,
if some (Jgy, she should withdraw from the influence and

authority ofher " Lead," and tell us that she wrote these
things "to piease the elders." Or through an excited
imagination.

She saw in her visions a great many angels. She saw
four thousand gngels, which watched over Philemon while
Copying the "Roll." She saw one angei on the iitth of
February, which had a head like a lion. This is the only
one she pretends to describe. Are we to judge from the
description of this gne, that the four thousand were also
monsters iN gppearance? And also the eleven whose tes-
timony we have copied? If so, I would geripusly submit
whether it is reasonable to gyppose that God would send
us such witnesses. There is also another angel described
in the communication of Adah Zillah Potter, and I do not
recollect that the inspired ones have given us a partic_
ular description of gny of the inhabitants of the Spll’ltua|
world save these two angeis Miss Potter's angei is de-
scribed thus, "The gppearance was solemn and terrible,
for the phody, from the neck, was like that of a mighty man,
and the head was like that of an eagle. He had four ex-

ceedingly large wings, ™o upon €ach shoulder; these
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were gpen and Spread each ay. The feet were like the
feet of an glephant, and seemed to be well shod with out
Ironm.

This must have been a most curious gjght. Think of
the eagle head. What would O. S. Fowler do with this
head, viewing it phrenologically? But the stydy of phre-
nology is strictly forbidden py God in his holy laws to the
Shakers. And no wonder If he sends them messengua
with such heads. And look at the feet. = Like the feet
of an glgphant, and well shod with castiron.”  But as the
elephant's foot has no hoof like the ox and the horse, it
must have been a great Cruelty t nail on the iron shoes.
A head like that of an gagle, feet like those of an ele-
phant’ a body like that of a m|ghty man, and four m|ghty
pinions distended | Behold and wonder |

On a certain occasion | intimated to the Shakers that
it was an ghjection to their revelation, that it represented
the angels te be such monsters. When they referred me
to the vision of John, recorded in reyelations, or that part
of it |n the fourth Chapter, which speaks of the "ibur
beasts as a para”e' case. But there is a very great di!l
erence in the two eases. INn the first p|ace’ those describ»
ed in the Shaker revelation, are represented as real angels,
With a message from God to mortals.  Butthose in John's
revelation, are represented, not as angels, but as Beasts.
In the second place, While the haller gngels are set forth
as real inte”igences’ the ~ beasts or ||V|ng creatures  seen
by John' as all commentators and theo'oglans agree with

all common sense, were but emblems, presented to the
al ostle's mind in avision. What these emblems were de-

signed to teach is another question, but that they were em-
blems there is no doubt. The writers of the Bible ii'e~
quently brlng such emblems to our VieW' but no where do

they describe the angels °r messengers of God as mon-
sters.

The writer of the " Sacred Roll * inserts a note in
Miss Goodwin's communication, stating in effect that she
knew nothing of her statements concerning the ™ Sacred

ROL1™ except through inspiration. For althmigll these
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things had been revealed to him, he had kept them S'en-
tire|y within himselil" It would seem ti-om some expre$
sions in her communication that she and Philemon live in
the same house. Philemon is second elder in the family;
and when one of the Holy Laws forbids that the brethren
should enter the sisters rooms without knocking and be|ng
bid come in; it is said in connexion, = These laws are not
designed to app|y to the elders!" Now does not Philemon
and the rest of the Lead see on reflection, that it is much
easier for the world to believe that under all the circumf
stances Of the case, it is far more |ikely that he and Miss
Goodwin should conspire to have a marvellous agreement
in their testimonies, than that they should have a divine
inspiraﬂon to write these thingS.

Gifts 01' healing.

The bakers have made great pretentious t© the power

of hea“ng miracu|ous|y' I had related to me while among
them many wonderful cases. There are also mgny cases

recorded in a pyplished work of theirs, entitled " Testi-
monies concerning the character and ministry of Mother

Ann Lee." I never had the prive|edge of Witnessing any
eforts of this kind while among them . put will relate

here a single case, which I had from the lips of a Sulgieet
of miraculous hegling. This miracle was notorious 3meng
the Shakers, and | had an account of it in the fam”y
where 1 resided7 but much exaggerated and altered from
what it i as | received it from the subject of it herself
The subject of this miracle was a sister of the Second
family, familiarly called " Aunt Easter." As my interest
in this matter had been excited by the account | had re-
ceived of jt, | determined to improve the first opportunity
to see Aunt Easter, and criticise this miracle so far as |
could without Woundlng her fee“ngs by Coming in conflict
with her prejudices. 1 will here transcribe the account ol'
my interview with her, as I recorded it immediately alter
returning home.

January 241, Sabbath, 1845, was present at the funeral
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of Pitman Cook, an aged brother ofthe $dfamily. He
was 87 years old, had been personally acquainted with
Mother Ann.  After the usual ceremonies, and while the
procession moved to the grave, remaining at the house 1
asked and obtained leave of the eldress to have an inter-
view with Easter Williams (aunt Easter.) -1 told her 1
heard of the miracle by which she had been healed, and
wished yery much to hear some account of itirom herself:
if she would be so kind as to favor me withit.

This gjft was administered to her about tyenty years
ago. She had then been a cripple about nineteen years.
caused py falling through = loose iloor or between the joist
prepared for |ay|ng a dOOI’, upon which some loose boards
had been thrown. = By this fall, she injured ber hips; the
right hip much more than the |eft, and also the small of
her back. I asked, did you have a physician? Yea, =
very Skillful physician too.~ What did he g5y Ofthe injury 1
did he g5y it was a dislocation of the hip joint? or alhc-
ture of any bone? or an injury of the Spine? Nay; he
did not call it by any name; Oniy he said it was injured
very badly. And pothing could be done for it hnttokeep

the parts i-om mortifying. She was so padly crippled,
that for 19 yegrs she was unable to raise herself from her

chair without assistance. When lifted 5 and crutches
placed under her arms, she could move slowly about yp-
on Ithe level floor . but could not. go up or down a ilight of
stairs. About a yegy alter her misfortune, she had a dream

or night vision, in which a heavenly Messenger appeared
to her and promised her that she should be healed, but

not until after a |0ng season. Probabiy her injury was as
as here represented. And doubtless she had the
g|realn also which she related.
The miraculous healing took place during the time of a
‘remarkable revival ofthe faith g0ng them.  The day be-
fore the heaiing (Saturday’ | think’) the instrument

through whom the myracle was wrought, Molly Turner,
came to her, and told her she felt a gj|| for her. Molly

Tumer lived in the same family with Easter, the second
family; and was, they told me, a great portion ©f the time
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under the operation of the Spirit. Doubtless, Aunt Easter
having all faith in these things, had her mind well prepar-
ed for the miracle.

The instrument talked with her on Satyrday, and the
next morning’ or forenoon, came and talked with her again
about jt; told her she must lie down, and helped her on to
the bed. AnNnd while the families were assembled at the

meeting-house, for their usual worship, the instrument,
Molly Turner, felt a special gift for her, (Easter,) felt that
she must' go home and administer it to her. Alter the
mee“ng was closed at the meeting_h()use7 she came hOme,
went to Easter, and performed manipulations over her hody,
especia”y over the parts which had been injured.

In the eyening, Sunday Evening, the family held a meet-
ing in their fam”y dwe”ing as is their custom. The

meeting room was adjoining the room where Easter was |y_
|ng on her bed. During this meeting’ Miss Turner’ went
to her ggajn and exerted her miraculous powers; and,
finally took hold of her, and asked her if she did not want
to go into the meeting_ She rep|ied that she did. The
instrument tf:nen helped her up and led her intf) the meet-
ing room, Without her crutches; and joined. in the exer-
cises, dancing, &c. She continued to labor thus by turns
through the meeting; occasionally sitting down to rest,

and getting up again without heip and |ab0r|ng without
crutches. These things she had not been able to do be-

fore since the accident by which she received her injury.
About nineteen years. And that night she walked down
stairs to her supper, and back again to her chamber with-
out help, and without her crutches. And has never used
her crutches since that time, but has been able to walk
without them.

Now, these statements are probab|y very near|y correct.

They may be alittle exa gerated. Why then is not this
a miracle indeed? By gS[I[1(] her a few questions, ! drew

out the fo”owing facts. First, if we call this a cyre, or

healing, it was very imperfect. ~Although she actually got
up and went. into the meeting room as related abOVe, she

told me, it Wag only through the greatest exertions, and the
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most excruciating pain that she could do so. ANd al-
though she gctually went down stairs to her g pper, and if
I remember aright’ she told me also that she went down to
her breakfast the next moming_ But it gave her so much
pain’ and fatigue’ that the eldress perceiving she was not
able to endure jt, forbid her coming down again. And al-
though she has not used her crutches since the miracle
was wrou ht, she can Oniy just hobble about over the level
door; ang with much exertion, can move a few steps out
of doors, where the ground is yery smooth and level. This
is the extent of the ¢yre, the magnitude ©f the miracle.
The amount of the miracle is this. The woman was
lame; her hip joints were not entirely useless as she could
move about with crutches. Those joints were doubtless in
a measure stiffened, or calloused. And npow, When her

mind was wrought up to the highest enthusiasm, believing
she was about to be myracuiousiy heaied7 making an ex.
traordinary effort, she succeeded in a small degree in

breaking up the old callous, or stiffness, and is jUSt able to
hobble about without her crutches. Her beliefin the pre-

tentious of Molly Turner, merely furnished the occasion tbr
the effort which was doubtless a benefit to her. But it is
clear to me that gyery thing about the case is perfectly
natural, and easjly accounted for on natural principles,

and, therefore, is no miracle at all.
We may safely assume that if her hegling had been py a

Divine- agency, it would have been perfect. The works of
God are all perfect. None of the lame, or blind, or sick,

healed py Christ, or his Apostles, were partially cured, but
their restoration in gyery case, was perfect. -But © Aunt

Easter"' is neariy as lame as she ever was.

Nevertheless this is a fair Specimen of Shaker miracles,
and no doubt as ggod a mMiracle as they have on record.
Itis much talked of and much account is made of it among
them. As | heard the account of this miracle, as it was
received gmong the brethren and sisters, she was repre-
sented as having been perfectly restored. It was said that

immediately o being restored, she |eaped, and shouted,
ran yp and down stairs, and through the halls ©f the house,
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with the fleetness and buoyancy of a g"‘l often years Old,
and when she first bent her joints, they " upped like a
pistol." This is the version of the affair generally propa-
gated for efiect. The one taken from the mouth of the
subject herself, is the first edition, and probably pretty cor-
rect.

Now, so Iong as the ~ Lead" in the denomination can
cause the mass of the members to believe these things, the
miracles, the visions, revelations, the holy laws, and orders,
as coming from God: they will be able to maintain their
absolute authority, and unlimited power over them. And
it makes no difference whether these revelations come di-
rectly through the elders themselves, or the |ay members
of the order. ) For the prophets’. and prophetESSes’ are but
the passive instruments of their ~ Lead.” They know
very well that all their revelations must be in union with
the views and feelings of the elders. Nothing is allowed
to be revelation which does not have their sanction. All
the Jaws, and orders, of the denomination, are in harmony
with this fact. I have gjready given seme specimens ©f
these, Which gq to show the perfect subordination of this
community to their elders. All these things are designed
and calculated to maintain, and increase, the power and

authority of the ministry, and elders, and procure the en-
tire obedience and submission of the members. All

preaching as well as all revelation is directed to this point.
Great and continual effort is made to jmpress it upon
every one that the salvation of his soul depends upon his
obedience to the elders. ~ Obedience to the elders is obe-
dience to God." It was remarked py one Ofthe sisters in

the ministry at Canterbury, while yjsiting our society, in
discussing, or speaking ©f the good effects of the gjft of
the Father and Son, that ~ it had had one good effect, it
made the brethren and sisters more obedient.”  Now, this
remark, though apparently very trifling b itself, is = good
expression of a sentiment which obtains with the Lead,
NO means are left unused which will tend to accompﬁsh
this end. The most effectual mem: to this end is in the

wllfession of sins,
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Confession of Sins.

This is a vital doctrine in Shakerism. It is the door of
entrance to this k|ngdom One is said to ~ set out in this
way," when he gpens his mind, or confesses his sins, tn
the elder. When he has done thjs, he is received as n
brother. And .he can have no union with them as aChris-
tian, until he Ifas done this.

The order of confession usually observed, is, that the
brethren confess to the g|der, and the sisters to the eldress.
The second elder generally receives the confessions of the
younger brethren of the famijly, and the second eldress of
the young Sisters. " In the first of the fajth," as they ex-
press |t’ there were cases in which sisters Opened their
minds to the elders. And men confessed to Ann Lee.
The Shakers do not gpegk of it as confessing their sins to
the elders. But as ~ confessing them to God before his
chosen witnesses."

It is one Of the principal doctrines of the denomination,

and is continually and strenuously inculcated, as necessary
to salvation, that one should faithfully confess to the elders

all the sins of which he has been guilty through his whole
life. And they must be confessed one by one as they may
occur to his mind. As they are Confessed, we were taught,
they are blotted out from the record on high. Confession
and obedience we were taught, are the only conditions of
forgiveness, and salvation. We were sometimes exhorted
by the_ministry, not to have any secrets of our own : were
assured, the elders were our best friends, and we should
unfold all our secrets to them. Our safety and happiness,
we were told, depended upon eur doing se-

Every one is required upon entering th® community to
unfold his mind to the elder without reserve. And then,
many times in the course of the year, °©" every important
occasion, the brethren and gisters, are severally called yp.
on to unburden their minds to the e|ders; as on = Fast
Day," also, before receiving any important gift, as the
cleansing gift, the gift of the Father and Son, also before
meeting on the mountain, &c. Also, it is required of
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every one, if he commit 5ny sin, that he should not go into

meeting, until it is confessed. It is expected of the young
sisters that they go to confession, as often at |egst, as two
or three times a week. violation of of the

Any any laws,

and orders of the denomination is pronounced by Divine
authority to be sin, and must be confessed. It-is a sin for
a brother to shake hands wjth, or touch a woman, whether
a world's \yoman, ora ~ believer." Itis a sin to sit cross-
|eged in union meeting; as we Stand in our meetings for
Worship’ it is a sin not to fold the hands with the rlght
thumb over the |eft; when we retire to rest, it is a sin not
to lay straight and take our rest in the fear of God. The

laws, and orders, of this kind are greatly multiplied, and it
is declared that the breaking of the least of these is a sin.

So that confessions are gry frequent; probably not a day
passes but the elders hear more or less of them. The
true and faithful * pelievers," unfold to their e|ders, the
whole heart without reserve.

The elders faithfully report these confessions to the
ministry of their gociety ; and the ministry report faithful-
|y to the Pontiff at the head of influence, at New Lebanon.
By this means, not only is the condition and character of
every member known, but likewise his passions and pro-
pensities. This is the secret lever by which the Shaker
despotism has been wielded so |gng and so successfully.
The elders are intimately acquainted With the thoughts and

fee"ngs’ purposes and propensitie& character and condition
of the several members of the several families of the de-

nomination. And Consequenﬂy know exacﬂy what influ-
ences to exert to keep them in subjection' AnNnd the elders
are politic in the management ©f their subjects. They
are more lenient with young believers or new comers than
with the old, and grant them many more privileges : and
teach them doctrines and duties as they are able to receive
them. As they often express themselves, the Shaker life
is a travel. Every one is expected to make some ~ travel
in the gospel.” The gospel is imparted to them as they
are able to bear it. Some families have revelations or
gifts which other families are not suiciently advanced to
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receive. Some families are subject to some laws andord-
ers, Which are not enforced ypon other families. Speak-
ing after the manner of Paul, the babes are fed with milk
and men with strong meat. And the- ministry |earning
the gpjritual condition and wants of the several familia
from the g|ders, know what rules and orders to make for
them. And the ministry at the head of influence learning
from the subordinate ministry the condition and wants of
the various societies and fagmilies, conduct the government
accordingly.

But there are often some who by reason Of |nf|de||ty of
be|ief’ or from some motive, do not faithfully confess their
sins; have secrets they do not choose to entrust with the
elder. But the delinquency of such is soon detected by
the elder. But the gry fact that he does not confess
faithfully is proof that his faith is waiving, and that he is
in the 5y Of disobedience. The Shaker ingnisition is
brought te bear ypon him. For it must be bome in mind
that eyery true Shaker, every one who loves that "way
and work," feels as much a duty in informing the dders
of any disobedience, or infidelity in a brother or sister, as

in Confessing his own sins. And by so doing he not only
assists to restore that brother or sister to the path of duty

and the gy Of Jife, but also gains favor with the elders.
So that dyty and interest combine to bring t© light every
hidden sjn, and eyery secret gmpng the brethren and sis-
ters.

It is nothing against the character of a Shaker, but
ratkr meritorious to-be a listener and an informer. The
elders are ygry faithful not to gxpoge an informer to those
informed against. All heavy walking or loud talking in
the halls of the house, is strictly forbidden. AnNd it is al»
|0dged as a reason, that such th|ngs disp|ease the invisible

Sp|r|ts which are Constanﬂy present. This affords an ex-
cuse for listeners to be near in a S|y and unexpected man-

ner ; suddenly appear in the rooms of others without 5,
Waming; and thus use all the means of detection without
seeming t© design it.

Itis also strictly against "holy order,” for any brother
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of sister to keep any thing under lock and key, ¢ This
law does not gpply to the elders.") If therefore gy thing
is found locked p without the direction or permission ©f
the elders, it is against order, and it is the duty of the eld-
ers to look into the matter. 1 have jyst received a letter
from an acquaintance who still resides in the fam"y where
we resided, and with whom 1 have had considerable cor-
respondence’ in which he informs me that with false keys’
they have gpened his trunk and read our correspondence.
There must pe, and there can be no secrets from the el-
ders.

The Shakers maintain just as thorough an inquisition
as ever the catholics did in Spain or at Rome; thOUgh
none Of their physical tortures, to enforce their commands.
For this reason, it has glways been impossible to form any
extensive combination against the government, or the au-
thority of the Lead. It'is strictly against order for any
one to express any doubts or unbelief of 5 thing pertain~
ing to Shakerism, to any except the elders or those who
are well established in the faith. If one presumes to do
so, and continues in such a course, the brethren and sis~
ters are warned against such a one, and not ynfrequently
forbidden to associate with him; and he is hurried gyay
into the world as soon as possible, unless there is good
hope ©f repentance.

Whenever one becomes ynmanageable and disobedient,
measures are taken to get rid of him. Doubtless if all who
have withdrawn fiom this denomination, could be num-
bered, they would comiderably exceed those who remain
in the denomination. ~ But not pejpng able to combine
together While in the denomination, they were easily ejec-
ted one by one, by the united Strength of this peop|e_
And having departed from. the society, they ne longer
have gny claim ypon it, according te their covenant obli~

gations.

Probably very few of the members except the |ead, un-
derstand the gbject, or use made of their confessions.
They are taught that God requires that every thing should
be confessed to the elders. And when a sin is confessed,
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it is forgiven_ This is the extent of their know|edge’ and
the end ot their concern in the matter. One day while 1
was Wwith that pegple, observing the elders jyst moving
away towards the ministry's ShOpS, for it is. in their work
shops only that they receive the elders, (their dwelling in
upper story of the meeting house being too sacred for any
to enter but themselves, unless it be on some very extra
occasion ) this was on or alter a general confession in the
family, ! 'asked some Of the young brethren why it was,
that the elders jnvariably visited the ministry directly after
a day of confession? They very seldom went there all
together on any other occasion. After a uioment's thought
they recollected that this had generally if not always been
the case. And now for the first tjme, it occurred to them
that it might be to report the confessions of the members
ofthe family.

When I went before the elder for the pyrpose Of con-
fession, he expressed himself to me very near|y in the fol-
lowing language. =~ Now David, you need not fear to
unfold gny thing to me which comes to your mind, for we
are solemnly pledged that nothing which is gpened, (that
is confessed) to us shall g5 any farther.” At the time I
took him to mean strictly what he said. And that the
elders never related to gny human being. And the breth-
ren With whom I conversed on the gybject, said that the
elders felt it a dyty not to call to their own minds eyen,
confessions which had been made. Probably the elder
meant by his remark to me, ~ We are So|emn|y p|edged "
that is the mlnlstry and elders are thus pledged, that con-
fessions shall go o farther," that jg shall not go beyond
the ministry and elders.

The real fact in the case is this. The elders and el-
dresses of the family, meet together and talk over famil-
iar|y the confessions which are made to them; and report
them faithfully to the' ministry. The two elders and el-
dresses of the famjly hold three meetings i every week,
in the private apartments ©fthe elders, at which they have

amp|e Opportunity to talk over such matters.
Sometimes some curious and extravagant confessions
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come to the ears Of some Of the brethren and sjsters
are in the confidence of the elders. Some such confes-

sions came to my knOW|edge, but are of such a character
as not to be suitable for this publication. They are Of
such a nature as to show beyond doubt, that things con-
fessed to the g|dresses, @lsO come to the knOW'edge of the
elders. And things revealed to the eg|ders, come to the
knowledge of the eidresses. Things of a very indelicate
nature.

But this knowledge 'S necessary that the minjstry and
elders may know how to combine and direct their intim-
ence for the government of the whole.

This community ©f property @/so enlarges 2nd pe1§petu»
ates the power and guthority of the Lead. The whole
property is under the control of the ministry and elders.
The trustees and all other oflicers are appointed by them,
and serve daring their pleasure. Al appropriations and
purchases of consequence must have their sanction to pe_
of validity. No individual is allowed to have any thing
he can call hIS own. Not even the clothes he wears. For
often when a sister * turns off" the best portions of her
C|Othing are retained without her consent. Forme”y, the
younger brethren were allowed py extra work or other inne-
cent means, to obtain a little money for their own use. But~
a few years ago there came an order strictly forbidrng
this indulgence, and requiring all who had made any sucni
little SavingS, should at once resign them to the elders.
There is ro priv”ege or Opportunity for the common

members to spend money. They are required and expec-
ted to remain at home and work for the ggod of the com-t

munity, under the direction of thejr elders. And | this
condition all the actual wants of the body are amply pro-
vided for [y those who have the care Of such matters.
The members are solemnly bound py the Shaker
covenant which they sign on becoming of age, not to take
or claim gy thing © carry away with them if they ever
withdraw from the community. And resign pretty much
all other rights, What | g5y in relation to this instru-
ment, must be from what I have been told concerning it,
12
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and from inferences drawn from known jhcts, never hav-
ing the privilege ©f seeing it.  Soon after going among
this pe0p|e I asked the priv”ege of Seeing their covenant.
But the elders doubtless knowing that 1 could not then
sign that instrument, thought it good policy not to let me
see jt; lest it should seem to me too great an obstacle to
surmount in becoming = Shaker. | did not ~ travel” far
enough in two years t© be able to bear the sight of this
covenant. Others also were refused a sight of it. But it
is a notorious fact, that those covenant members who leave
the Shakers can never py law obtain any wages for labor
performed, or any portion ©f the community property.
Those who have carried property there and consecrated
it by Signing the covenant, can never reclaim it by process
oflaw. At least this never has been done. So that in
reality the |ay members of the community are entirely at
the disposal of their Lead. They may remain there and
render |mp||c|t obedience to all their requirements’ both
reasonable and ynreasonable, foolish and wise; =~ must be
as oObedient to the elders as little children are to their
parents," °r be turned out into the wicked world, exposed
penniless to all its temptations and hardships. 1fhe re-
main, the ministry and elders presuyme to take possession,
not On|y of his property, and the proceeds of his |abor, but
also of all his gecrets, all his thoughts and all his affections.
(fOI' no Shaker mgay exercise gy Natural atfections, but
must crycify them g||; this is his first duty,) of his intel-
lect and soul. No brother or sister is allowed to read any
books or papers, but those printed by = believers," or
recommended [y the elders. It it is their policy, and is
essential to their hower and guthority, to keep the commu-
nity as ignorant as possible. He must bow down to all their
superstitious, and all their pretended revelations, visions,

dreams, and the fulminations of perverted imaginations of
those whom the elders are disposed te use as instruments

to promote their ambitious aims for power and dominion.
These fbrm the links of the chain by which every |ay
member is bound in Shaker bondage.

What though it be said they remain there voluntarily!
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So it is said also of the southern s|gve; he will not leave
his master and chains. Poor thing! his soul is crushed;
he does not perceive that he is a man; he knows not the
rights ©f his peing : he cannot gppreciate the blessings of
||berty Too much larnin," too much know|edge would
ruin him for his master. He surely would "turn oiil"
1 would by no means |mp|y here that any class Ofpeo_
ple in these liee gtates, are as degraded =s the southern
slaves. Far hom it. The slaves are degraded by vice
as well as ignorance_ It is the system of Shakerism of
which 1 Speak. It can never have its full and |eg|t|mate
effect upon its subjects, in these free states. It is sur-
rounded py t00 many counteracting influences. But when
carried out fu||y, according to its laws and orders, and it
is carried to a great extent Secreﬂy even here, it makes
its subjects as reaIIy slaves as are those at the South.
Superstition is more efficient over a |arge portion of the
members here, than is the driver's Whip at the South.
Their toil is as ynrequited as that of the slave; and like
him they can call nothing their ovm. Their submission
to the e|ders, is required to be jUSt as entire as that of the
slave to his master.

Shakerism is therefore pothing more nor less than W

ystem ©f slavery, carried on hy cunning and fraud. A
game perpetrated upon the innocent and ; tapy DY
the Crafty_ It seems to me that the precegn%“mgﬂngvel—
oped by the system, When carefully considered, how how
the game is managed. By means Of a covenant, by which
every thing is consecrated and placed unreservedly in the
hands of the Lead. Those who do not sign the covenant, )
sign a written and ealed agreement to work for theiri
board and clothing. I have now the instrument which |
signed with them. The property is deeded to the trustow !
and their successors in gjiice, forever, instead gj] to their |
heirs and assignsl -
By means of a covenant and agreements, confessions
and humiliations, mysteries and revelations, holy 'aws gn

orders, inqui itions and espionage, preaching, exhortatiop
and argument, the love of home and of friends, by
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away the key of knowledge, by kindness, by love, by ex-
citement and the power Of animal magnetism, and py all
other means in their poper, the ministry and elders are
diligent in using to keep their subjects in perfect subjec-
tion; and make them useful in promoting the interest and
increasing the wealth of the denomination.

And potwithstanding all these exertions, the many new
and Stringent measures practiced now Which were not

practiced formerly, yet Shakerism is manifestly on the
wane. The proportionate number who leave them every
year, iS-perpetually increasing.- And of the numbers who
join them, few indeed are those who gstgy for gy consid-
erable length of time. Judging of other societies by the
one where we ere, the denomination has been reduced
one half within less than twenty years. Great pains are
taken to keep this fact -from the knowledge of common

members.  When the ministry spoke ©f the |anguishing
condition of our Society, they represented other societies

as flourishing.  ©Our minister, elder Nathaniel Deming,
assured us that there was a~ host of' young men at New

Lebanon."” But those who have left that society do not

represent that a very great host is left behind.
The common members are not allowed to visit from

one Society to another as formeriy, probabiy it is not safe
for them to have so free jntercourse, nor well that they
should know the condition of the denomination. There
was fear expressed in eur society, that enough young peo-

le would not remain to take care Oof and make the aged
‘comfortable through life. And they had reason to fear
this. ‘Many have left since, and very few remain. It is
evident to me that Shakerism cannot hold out much

longer. Perhaps not more than twenty years. Certainly
ot forty. Probably some who were cotemporary With its
ounder, Ann | ee, will live to see it nearly to the end.
hey aiready behold it Waning rapidiy Elder Nathaniel
used to ggy ~ ifygy turn Oil' so that there is gply four of
us |eft, we shall constitute the society and shall hold on."

It' is an interesting question' what will become of their
immense property when -the dissolution comes? for come
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it W|||, and come it must. There will be some who wiill
scramble in gpposition to the ministry and elders. 1 think
covenant members would do well to hold on. | have s
plan for those who get their eyes open to the fraud-of
Shakerism.

The covenant, although it may be of |egal force, is not
morally binding on the members. If a promise be ob-
tained through deception or fear, it has no moral force on
the promi er. If a person, IN order to save his natural
life, or his immortal soul, be deluded into a false ggth, the
obligation of such oath passes away With the delusion.

For example, if a man be seized py a band of murder-
ers or pirates, and forced to take their oath and become

one of them; he is morally bound, notwithstanding his
oath, to leave them on the first opportunity; and instead

of assisting them to murder for ooty or any other py.
pose, he is bound to protect the innocent and save life.

The Thugs of India, murder from religious principle,
but they are bound py all righteous considerations to
abandon the practice as soon as their delusion is dispelled.

1 design no disparagement to the Shakers py these
Comparisons_ But they are to the point' The Shaker
covenant is the bond of a fraudulent agreement, @ means

cf obtaining goods by false pretences. The subjects
are compelled to subscribe it by false fears excited by
superstition. They are imposed or by the ministry and
elders, who have a knowledge ©f the facts and consequen-
ces ofthe whole case.

They are brought under the influence of this delusion,
and these fears py the exertions of the ministry and el-
der, and by this means Compe”ed to take an oath to do

a wrong action, Viz. to sypport the * Lead " in practicing
this fraud upon themselves and others. When therefore

their gyeg are opened and the delusion passes away, he is
as truly bound to forsake the wrong, and counteract the
mischiefs of his grror, as is the pirate, or the ~ Thug." If
the religion be false the covenant is wrong. And every
true man is bound to seek its overthrow.

Let them not leave their home. | am perfecﬂy aware
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that the ministry, and elders, have always made the breth-
ren and sisters believe that they have power to drive oil
the disobedient. But ifthey do not violate their covenant,
and are forced to |eavey they can recover hy process of
law, perhaps not wages, Put an equal portion of all the
property held py the socjety, to which they belonged. |
have been told that the Shakers have had some sad expe-
/rlenl%e by reason F)f drivrng away covenant members.

en do not withdraw . do not forake your home; but
insist yhon getting your victuals, and clothes, where you
have done your work, and enter into Correspondence with
those who are Simi|ar‘|y situated with yoursem Form a
party, it is easier to overturn this kingdom than yoy ima-
gine. All that is wanting is = rallying point, o- head. I
there was one established, if they could have gny confi-
dence of gyccess, many Would join it at once. Let gyery
one Maintain as much ynjon, as he can with his elders and
the society, and maintain the doctrine that they have no
authority to turn away any brother, or sister.  Also, that
every one has a right to an equal portion ©f the property,
held by the gociety, and is under no obligations te believe
all the incredible things which the elders require. Main-
tain these points, insist upon your rights, and seek a fiee
intercourse with your brethren . and circumstances wiill
teach you what to do. Your party will increase and Iight
will break in.

Management of Children.

Having shown how the Leaders ogptain, and maintain
their power, and influence over the Lay members; it is
proper t© give some examp|es of their use of this power. 1
have already remarked (non their system of education.
So far as | know, the children are well clothed. well fed,
and well |0dged’ and not required to work beyond their
Strength_ They are Of course clothed in the Shaker garb’
which is coarse and Odd, and gives them an unrnterestrng
and yninviting appearance. Much pains are taken to pre
judice them against the wicked worldé and to instill in
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their minds all their own 'syperstitious and peculiar notions.
All is peculiarly adapted to unfit them for 5py other soci-
ety. There are indeed some yery strong objections to
their management of children.

In the first place no amusements, or recreatiohs, are al-
lowed them. Thisis the princip|e ’[hey adopt_ There are
some excep’[ions_ In the church fam"y they took in about
thirty children, about the year 1844. The half ofthese at
least were poys, The iirst winter they were allowed to
have each a little sled, and to play upon the hardened
snow. And perhaps some other recreations.  Itwas doubt-

less thought toe great a change, as they had just come in
from the world, to break off all amusements at once. The

doctrine, °r principle, was well expressed by David Terry,
one their preachers, and having the care of the West Fam-
i|y, in Hancock. He had been to Enfield on a yisijt; and
it was at the meeting_house’ on Sunday_ He said the chil-
.dren there had given up all their plays; it was found to be
just as well for them to have some useful emp|0ymem_
Work answered every purpose of p|ay_ They had not
been seen to slide down hill this winter, nor snow ball.
This is probably the sentiment of the denomination.  Arid
it was the practice so far as my observation extended.
Now, it appears to me that the exhiliration of spirits
which the various simple amusements to which children

are inclined, afford, iS necessary, if not to health, yet to
the full deve|0pement of the mind. Especia"y is this the
case with females who do not labor in the gpep air. Play
is so natural to children, -that for them to be confined to
one routine of duty and Jabor, perpetually guarded from
relaxation py an overseer, must inevitably stint the mind
in its naural developements, @nd energies. And also, !
believe it must be a great injury t the physical system.
It is both injuriousy and cruel, to keep children thus con-
fined for no crime, and thus deprive them of their natural
enjoyments_ It is a kind of States-Prison life; a Species
of slavery. But it crushes and stints all their powers, and
faculties, and thus prepares them for the slavery for which
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A brother is gppointed to the care ofthe poys, and it is
his business to direct their education, emp|0yment’ and all
their outgoings, and jncomings. 'fthey have relatives in
the \yorld who visit them, he must be with them and watch
the conversation, and see that they are not enticed away.
A sister is also appointed to the same giiice, and duties,

with the gjrls, The hoys and gjrls not pnly are guarded
in this way, but also the young men and women. Two of

the young sisters in our fam"y were Visited by their mother
while ,ye were there. The age- of these gsjsters, the young-
est |think, was 17, the other 25. The second eldress
who had the care of them, did not allow to see their own
natural mother except iN her presence. | remember
another case like this. One of the young Sisters was in-
formed that a natural sister had called to see her at the
oflice where || visiters are received. She seemed agitated,
and went after the' second e|dress; and they two prepared
themselves by adjusting their gttire, and went together to
meet the sister. Now, this young weoman could not be
permitted to see thijs, her own natural ister glone, lest her
mind should be corrupted, and she led gyqay to the world.
I. give these as fair gpecimens ©f the general practice.

They go to show the glayery ofthe system.
The elders g5y in reference to these things, " We don't

educate our children for the world; we educate them to
stay here.” And so itis in fact. For although mostof
the children which they bring up, leave them on coming te
their Seniority’ yet they are pecu|iar|y uniitted by their ed-
ucation, and manners, to withstand the temptations, and
meet the Competitions of the world. They know not how
to assume gny care, ©r responsib”ity even for themselves.
They have been c|othed, and fed, and their labors direc-
ted by others. They are educated for the S|avery of Sha-
kerism.  Those who pyt children to the Shakers gyght to

derstand this.  Although they are guarded While there
from many of the vices of the world, they are far more lia-
ble to fall a sacritice to them when they are afterwards ex-

posed to them. They are like Caged birds while there,
and when they break loose from their prison, they are not
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at all fortified against the wiles ofthe destroyer_ Let chil-
dren be brought up any where else rather than in Shakerdom.

Robert Jenkins, 2 very respectable, and good, PUt poor
man went and joined the Shakers at the City of Peace,
(their village, I" Hancock,) with his family, = wife and tive
children, two girls and three hoys, They joined the Sha-
_kers some time in the yggr 1842. | went with family
in the Spring Of":]_8437 Apnl Being new comers, or as

they express |t, young believers" together’ we were on
very friendly not to say intimate terms, while we remained

there. Our intercourse was more |iperal, and tice than is
allowable by the rules of the society, but this was winked
at py the Lead on account of our infancy in the Shaker
life.

But brother Robert, and sister Rhoda, (hiS wife,) lion
their faith in the |sm, and conidence in the goodness of
the people, had made , their minds never to leave them.
And some time in 1843, was induced to let his children go
to the church family, except the eldest daughter, = girl
about ten or eleven years old; who still remained jn the
same family with her father and mother, but was given up
to the care of others. The mother atthis time 55 in fee-
ble health; this was one reason for giving up the children.
It is the wish of the Lead that those who bring children
there, should give them yp, to gg the church family, where
the children of the Society, are genera”y collected. And
it is one condition of their reception there, that they be
bound, eor indentured. Brother Robert was requigd te
give the usual bonds. | saw these writings ; and recollect
that the indentures were so framed as to make it 0b|igat0-
ry on R. Jenkins, not to claim his chijldren, or make any
demands for \yages, uUntil their minority had expired. But
the Shakers could return these children yop their father
at gny time, if they the children did not do well. So it
was a one-sided agreement. I mentioned this unfairness
in the ggreement to Jenkins; he had observed jt, and'men~
tioned it tothem. And objected that if he should alter his
mind and leave this pggple, he could not get his children
for this agreement. BUt they could return his children
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upon him at gpy time. But the elder assured him that
there would be no trouble of that gort; if he ever wanted
to take his children 5,5y, he could have them. And from
this assurance he Signed the Ob”gation_ But not many
months alter this ggreement was consummated, Robert be-
gan t© get his eyes open to the injquities of the system, and
to talk Ofwithdrawing. He opened his mind to the elder
on this gybject.

Directly after thjs, his little daughter Parnelia, about ten
years old, who had not been bound with the other children,
but remained in this family, under the management and
tuition of sisters Nancy R||ey, (the second e|dress1) and
Sarah Smith; having been well prepared by the skill and
cunning ©f her keepers, came to her father, and throwing
herselfon her knees before him, besought him in the most

pathetic and eloquent manner, the tears flgoding her face,
to promise her that if he left the pe0p|8, he would not take

her away. Her feelings were wrought up to that extent,
which produced illness and vomiting. And all this was
brought about by the deceitful arts of those who had the
care Of her, by f||||ng her mind with their superstitious and
false prejudices. I have no doubt that Jenkins is a very
affectionate, kind' and indulgent father. 1 know he has a
very frank and generous disposition_ Here was a severe
trial to his feelings. He and his wife withdrew, and left
this gir|; but have since taken her away. I will give
shortly an extract of a letter from him showing the man~
ner Of his getting her away.

When R. Jenkins began to think of leaving the Shakers,
a very important question with him a5, whether he could
have his children. But the united and decisive answer of
the Lead was ~ nay." Robert shall not have his children.
So~he and his © woman* (as the Shakers eypress it) were
compelled to leave their gnly treasure, their children, be-
hind. This is one ofthe pecu“arities of Shakerism; it is
not satisfied with gy half way work, the whole must be
sacrificed; property, children, liberty, and all the natural
affections. As in the case ofthe man of " Luz." 7 Skin
for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life."”
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But after going away and establishing himself in busi-
ness, he began to devise ways and means of get“ng out of
the Shaker bondage. On the 25th of May, 1845, he wrote
thus. ° On the 8th jnst,, | made the Shakers a yjsit, long
to be remembered by them and me. Our school commen-
ced, and we thought we would make the trial with Pgmelia,
and send her to school this summer. So we have got her
from the Shakers. | assure you I had atime ofit. 1 went
over about sundown, and told. elder William my. errand
He thought I was not taklng the wisest course
He went out,  but scon returned with Hannah, (the first
deaconess,) Nancy, and Pamelia. Then was death in the
pot. They came in with a ook, and ajr, as much as to
say, We don't care for you; you can't get P I soon
made my errand known to Pgmelia; but she reiilsed to go
with me: said she should not. And then she looked up
to Ngncy, and then she down on her knees, and went on
the terriblest that ever was. If she had been pleading for
her [ife, she could not have done it more earnestly. I dal-
lied with her awhile to show her my reasons, but with no
effect, until I told her to get 2 cloak, for she must go.
But Nancy refused to get her something t© wear, said she
never should. Elder William told them to get her gome-
thing t© wear, and Hannah went and got her an old clpak,
and then sent P ——to get her stockings on. Nancy said
I would rue that nights jOb. I told her if | did, F—
should not be under her tuition gny longer; for all the
g"'ls that she had brought up, would curse her as |Ong as
she lived, AnNd she boiled slick over. i7" — was
homesick three or four days, but has got over it now, goes
to school every day and is as |ively as a kitten, and says
nothing about going back.”

Friend Jenkins then endeavored to persuade them to
give up his children, but they steadily refused. They
could not in conscience, g|ve up the children, to go into the
wicked world, while they were contented. But finally
agreed, to Compromise with him, and give them for the
sum Of one hundred dollars. This it would seem, being
the real value of their conscience. But Jenkins peing




180 ‘rwo runs' IXPIBIENCB

poor, could illy afford to pay this amount; but afterwards
offered to give them titty dollars for his own children. The
answer was, nay." He then requested to see his chil-
dren glone, so that he could examine them'without their
being under the restraint of their keepers; to know' if they

were contented, but they utte”y refused him this priv”ege_
They assured him the children were contented, and so

long as they were contented, they should keep them.  This
was a great affliction to the parents. Robert wrote me of
this trouble, and sgys, ~ what I shall dg, I know not.”
This was about a yegr alter they left.  He fing|ly conclud-
ed to make some effort to get his oldest boy, when he was
fourteen years of age, and he was near that age. He
writes me in the same |etter, 1 forgot to tell you about
my going to the church oilice the other day, to see the
boys. I was on the step stone, and Lewis (hiS second boy,
about ten years Old) came round the corner of the odice.
AS soon as he saw me, he started and run as fast as he
could, till he got out of Sight. So you see how they are
trained to it." 1 am a father, and 1 feel that a parental
aifection is not to be trilied with. I fear I should not have
borne this treatment with that christian meekness which
I ought always t© possess.

I cannot but feel to justify the course he has since pur~
sued to obtain his children. | understandhe has now__ot
them all but one. Lewis is there yet.--Feb. 22d, 18§6,
he wrote me as follows.

We had a little brush with the Shakers, the last day of
January_ I went there in the evening’ with six of my
friends. We went into the room where the boys were. 1
was to take Edwin, (the oldest, about 14 years of age) my
brother was to take gne, and our nephew the other of the
two besides. | went lirst into the rgom; went direcﬂy to
Edwin, and put my handpgpon his shoulder, not thinking
that he would make anyﬁesistance_ But he tried to get
away as hard as he could. This stirred up the rest, so
that they could not p|ck out the other boys_ Consequent-
|y we got none but Edwin. He was very much f”ghtened
We went to 1y father's that night, in the state of New
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York, where Edwin has remained ever since. He has
been well p|eased and contented. This was accompﬁshed

on Saturday. ©On Monday morning, as ! was at work as

usual, the Shakers being on the Wlng bnght and ea”y’ to
know if | was in town. In the afternoon their Lawyer,

P. L. Hall, came out to see me, and advised me to give up
the poy, and have no more trouble about it. Told me it
was a high offence, and I had better do so than let the law
have its course.

I heard him through, and then told him, that I did not
fear the Shakers; they had Wronged me out Of my chil-
dren, and now they might do their worst. The next morn-
ing Simon, (one ©f the deacons of the church family, and
in the great gift ofthe Father and Son, was the incarna-
tion ofthe Savior,) with the sheriff and lawyer, went to
my father's to get the poy; but he want there. Simon
threatengd very hard, and said that neither myself or any
of my friends should ever see the rest of my children, un-
less they gave up Edwin. But his threats amounted to
nothing. They Hnally made Simon promise, not to take
the boy back, unless he wanted to 4, and on that condi-
tion consented to let him see the boy. So all hands went
about three miles, to my sister's, where he was. As it
happened, my brother and the lawyer got t© the house first,
and they told Edwin that he need not g5 back, unless he
was a mMind to, and to stick to his determination not to go
back; yes, said the Jawyer, yes stick. My brother-in-law
was with Sjmon, and they were bothered to find the door;
(purpose|y | presume) however he got in, and tried to per-
suade Edwin to go back, but all in vain. The boy had
very much changed his opinion of his friends. He told
the boy, if he would return with hjm, and did not wish to
remain, his grandfather m|ght come the next day and take
him away again_ Edwin rep”ed that he should not go.
So Simon had to return without him.

I heard the same week that Lewis ggajd, he wished his
father had got him. SO on Saturday' I went to see them
again, but they said it was not so. | wanted to see him
ajone, but they would not let me. | told them they dare
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not. Last week | went again t© get Edwin's  clothes, but
they would do.nothing about it. Sp, how we shall manage
to get the rest of iy, boys, I know not.-They have threat-
ened me some. 1 tell them, if it was not for |eaving my
work, | had rather they would do their worst. My friends
are ready o go with me and take the others by force, but
that should be the last resort. The Shakers have a fine
time preaching persecution.”

At this time Jenkins was employed in a woollen manu-
factory, within about a mile of the Shaker village. After
the affair Ofgetting his oldest boy from them, the elders went
directly to his employers, and complaining ©f the trouble
he gave them, required his dismissal. So they informed
him, that when the time for which he had been engaged,
was e)(pir'ed7 they could not hire him |0nger And this
time was near at hand. But Jenkins saw the e|ders, and
convinced them that it would be for their interest to let
him remain.  So fipally by their consent, he was employed
another yegar,

I mention thjs, to show the jnfluence, which the Shak-
ers have over their neighbors_ Who say of them, ~ the
Shakers are good friends, but bad enemies." However
honest and upright therefore, their neighbors may be, it is
for their interest to testify in their favor.

Under date of August 21st, 1847,-He wrote me as fol-
lows. 7 We left the factory near the Shakers7 and came
to this place, Lee, for the pyrpose ©f getting our children
from the Shakers. | have made two trials on them with
good success. Now for the 5y | got them. On the
afternoon of the 20th of June, we went to the Shakers,
with the intention of getting Harriet, (hiS youngest Chi|d)
if there was a chance, We got there about two g'clock,
P. M. 1 had previous|y engaged a team to gg to the Shaker
viIIage, and get there one hour after we did; they were
to drive to the west part of the viIIage, and when they came
back, I was to put her into their waggon. For 1 feared the
Shakers would be too much fbr me, if I undertook to cgrry
her away myself alone. Edwin and Pamelia went with me.

1 told Sy|v|a (probab|y one Of the sisters who had the
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care Ofthe Otiice) that we had come to see the children;
and desired her to bring them as soon as she could, for
there was an gppearance ©f a shower. So she went for
them, and in a short time, some ofthe sisters returned with

Harriet 0n|y’ the boys not being quite ready_ There were

no men present. | asked how scon the boys would be
there. She gaid, in a short time. | thought row is my
chance. 1 told Edwin to unhitch the horse, and by the

time this was done, Pamelia, Harriet, and myself were
in the waggon, and were oil' just as Jo. Wicker got there
with the boys, and before the other team got there.

- My next game on them, was last Friday. By chance
I came on the Shaker boys a short distance east of the
Shaker viIIage depot. I was about a half a mile from them
when | first saw them. They were going towards the
depot. Then 1 thought I would have a little scrape with
them, my boys were e|ght or ten rods ahead of the rest,
running =s hard as they could, t© get away from me. |
soon overtook one of them, and started for Pittsfield with
him. Went part of the way ©n foot, and then engaged a
team to cgrry us the rest of the way.

" The Shakers have not made 5py fuss about this mat-

ter yet, except to© enter a Comp|aint to the Society of Odd
Fellows, of which I am a member. Here is a copy Of

their petition or protest.”
" On the night of the 31st of January, 1846, the said
Jenkins, came in a riotous manner, With a gang of ruflians,

and feloniously entered a dwelling house, putting the in-
mates in fear, and k|dnapped his oldest son.

His next overt act in this |ine, was on the afternoon
ofthe 26th of June, 1847. On that day he came to the
Trustee's  Oflice, and requested to see his children, who
still remained here, Viz: two sons and a daughter. The
daughter was taken to see him, by the female who had the
care Of her, and the said Jenkins, seeing no others present,
forcibly kidnapped the daughter, and ran away With her
also, contrary to his agreement, and without sufficient
honesty t© pay for her keeping.
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" The above statements can be abundantly proved, md
are respectfully submitted to the |00!_ge.
Josarn Pa'r'rnN."
" We the undersigned, aver that the above tatemeut by
Joseph Patten, is correct.”
" Jossrn WICKEB."
" Suaon Mavnns."
Davin Wonnrsorc."

This really is yery terrible! A father has kidnapped
his own children, to deliver them from Shaker bondage,
because he could get them in no Other way Itis like
an abolitionist, assisting the slaves of the South to their
freedom. This is called, by the Slaveholders, ~ negro
Stea”ng"' and is treated according'y_ But in fact, itis an
act of christian benevolence. But this is one of the char-
acteristics of the wicked; ~ they put good for evil, and
evil for good. Darkness for light, and light for darkness."
— 1 have no doubt the society of Odd Fellows, will treat
this Shaker document with merited contempt.

Those who would put their children to the Shakers,
should ynderstand, that it is an jmportant object of the
Shakers, as scon as possible, to prejudice their children
against the world; and especially against their parents, if
they belong t the world. It is one of their fundamental
doctrines, that all the natural g_j'ections,should Pe uucsfei
And by this they mean to include filial and parental affec-
tion.-Who can pogsess absolute power and not abuse it?

The way they treat those in their power who
refuse obedience to the Lead.

On this gybject, I will give =single specimen, which
will show how they use their power. Jlane Ann Weed,
left the Shakers in the winter of 1845 or rather, was forci-
bly carried oil' hy the Shakers for disobedience. I saw het
the next March, and received from her, a particular history
of her removal. And have since received her permission
to publish it. She has gjnce, also, written me an account
of .her going to the Shakers. Her parents had a |arge
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fam”y of Children’ and were poor. She was ||V|ng from
home and was contented, having as she expressed it, =
good place. Her parents went to the Shakers, taking all
their children gyxcept this girl. They were so much pleas-
ed with the people, that they were anxious she also should
come. TwoO Shaker brethren were sent for her; One of
these was Joseph Patten, a member of the church fam”y.
The Weed family went to the gathering order, or East
family. J- Ann, having = good place hesitated to g5 with
these men. They assured her, ifshe did not wish to stay,
they would bring her safely back again. And made her
many other fair promises; by which she was finglly induc-
ed to go with them. She expected to live in the same
fami|y with her parents, brothers and sjsters; but when
she found her mjistake, she claimed her right to be return-
ed from from whence she came, but in yain; she reminded
Joseph Patten of his promise; but all did not avail her.
So she was obliged to make the best she could ofit. She
was a prisoner, and there was no gscape, ANd so she gays,
" 1 tried to content myse|f as well as 1 could. ANd did
become tplerably well contented, and yery much attached
t© my young companions. ! remained there seven yegrs,
(She was between eighteen and nineteen years Of 5ge When
she left the Shakers.) My attachment to my young com-
panions, was the ori in of the diiliculty, which resulted in
my departure from the Shakers.

For some trivial offence, my most intimate companio
and myself were strictly forbidden to speak together. This
Companion was a Shaker sjster, about my °Wn age. This
order we did not strictly observe, but sought secret inter-
views. But those who had the care of g, ascertained p
inquisition’ that our faith was Wavering’ and our obedience
was not a ihll and W||||ng obedience. My Companion was
soon sent Off to the world. She had a great dread of the
world, but all her promises, entreaties, confessions, and
humiliations would not avail. She was driven off to the
world without mercy. " She undoubtedly finds the world
less terrible than she had been tgyght. But my time had
not yet come. A few weeks after thjs, Jane Ann was

13



186 ‘rwo  Ysaus' nxrzmnxcs

also sent gway. I do not recollect the immediate cause
of their Sendln her away. It was some small mat-
ter, if any thing ™ particular, which offended sister Dana
of the ministry.-It is to be borne in mind, that this yong
woman had imbibed all the Shaker prejudices against the
world.  Also, had no relatives or friends in the world, on
whom she could depend. Although her parents had leit,
she could not look to them. Her father, if alive, was,
where, she knew not. Her mother was in Boston, but
was represented by the Shakers as a vile woman. Where
then could she g? She had been notified that she must
leave. She had made unreserved confessions at the time
her companion left, and obtained |iberty to remain. But
her time had come. It was doubtless thought necessary
to the safety of the young members of the family, te sacri-
lice her. Accordingly, the day before she was carried
away, she was told to prepare to depart_ She was not per-
mitted, after receiving this notice, to Speak o any of her
young companions. But was taken to the Trustees' otiice,
where strangers and worldlings are received, and locked
into one of the Chambers7 and remained thus imprisoned
through the night. Early the next moming, the second
eldress of the church family went to her, and by encourag-
ing her tht! she might yet be restored to union in the
family, obtained her last secret, if she had gpy at this time.
But directly, sister Dana, of the ministry came yp, and
knocked at the door, penemptorily demanded atknittance,
and vehemently forbidding the interview of the second

eldress with her, at the same time, saying emphatically
that Jane Amn was not going to stay ; Put should go

And poor J- Ann had such a horror of going, as made her
un[e ill. She was unable to .eat a mouthful of breakfast.
But the word had ggne from sister Dana, and could not
return to her void. So they gave poor ANN some kind of
cordial, -which enabled her to raise her hegd, and get into
the Carriage which was to convey her away. But where
was the poor girl to go?

She desired to be left at Pittsfield town, thinking she
could find some anti Shakers there, who would sympathise
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with her, and assist her in getting employment. But the
decided answer yas, nay : you Must go to Boston, where
your mother is."  No entreaties could alter this decision.
She had two sisters at the East family. The Shakers
feared greatly that she would communicate with them, and

other young peop|e in the Society, and ‘draw them away.

They (the Shakers) have a great dread of anti Shakers in
Pittsfield. This (jr| had been so accustomed to the exer-

cise of unlimited poyer, that she did not even conceive

the idea of rggjsting their authority N any other gy than
by beggmg the priv”ege of being left at Pittslieldl But
when she found this poor priv”ege denied her, she had one
more humble request to make. Her sisters in the East
fam”y knew when in the city, their mother was |ocated,
but she did not. Her request "owW was, that she might call
at the East family, and obtain directions from her gijsters,
by which she could find her mother in the city. But as
incredible as it pay seem_, this request even, Was denied
her. This denial, however, was not I think, purely mali-
cious, not pure|y to torment this he|p|ess and innocent g|r|

If she had stopped to see her sisters, the meeting might
have been disastrous to their Shakerism, to say the least

ofit.” I can think of no other reason

In this state of despair and ill health, this devoted young
woman, eighteen years ©f age, Who had been a caged bird
for seven years, Consequenﬂy knew little or nothing of the
customs and manners ofthe world, was taken into the wag-
Otv % Joseph Wicker to be conveyed away. Joseph
/ ICKEI is the second elder of the church fam”y and was
the incarnation of the Father, at the great glft of the Fa-
ther and Son. They start away in the morning, so as to
take the cars on the Western rail road for Boston. The
pass hastily by the house where her sisters |jyed, but those
sisters saw and recognized them. There is a depot in the
Shaker yjllage, but they did not gop there.  They passed

through Pittslield, very near the depot, but that was not
the p|ace to take the cars. He carried her on to Da|ton,

and put her on board the ncoun cuss cans, and pa|d
fare to Boston’ accord|ng|y Shame! Shame! But this is
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not all. This girl did not g5 away pennyless. He put
money iNto her hand; behold! she is going t° = strange
city, nearly one hundred and tjtty miles fiom home, her
passage 'S paid in the second class cars, and she has n,t
into her handl one dollar and jjfjy cents ! all told.

I received this fact from her own mouth shortly after
she left the people. And indeed the whole history of the
case. She also wrote me afterwards, by request, @d says,
concerning the money, "1 understand the Shakers have
reported that they gave me much more money than was
necessary t© pay my expenses Pack from Boston.  But this
was fg|ge, no mistake. All the mgopey the Shakers gqye
me, When they put me on board the cars, was one dollar
and fijjjy cents.”

It will be asked why they did not pyt her on board the
cars at the nearest depot_ I can think of but one reason.
They were afraid she would gtop at Pittsfield. Joseph
saw her into the cgr, and~stood by until the cars moved
oiii  He then returned home, and as he passed by the
East fam”y’ J. Ann's gjsters, who had been Watching for
him, run out to hail him and jnquire where he had carried
their sister. He saw them coming towards hjm, and Whip-
ped up his horses, and shook his head at them; Saying’ |
can't stop.

Let us ggain mentally return to the cars, and follow this
young Woman to Boston. It is well known, that this class
Of cars are Occupied, with the exception of so'me business
men, Who g in them for economy's sake. by very rough
people. And | cannot but regard it as a shameful econo-

my in ‘the Shakers, o place this young female here, to
travel so far, without any protector; and in her state of

health. Her grief and terror found expression in perpetu-
al tears, Which she could not restrain. There was only
one woman beside herself on hoard this car, and she of
rather a coarse and repulsive appearance. Nevertheless,
J. Ann, in her extremity, appealed te her for advice and
protection. The stranger very coolly referred her to a
young man Who sat near py; who then came forward, and

taking = seat py her side, ofered his protection. But
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made himself so familiar as to excite her fegrs, rather than
comfort her. When the train stopped at the retieshment
rooms, he invited her to alight with hijm, and take some
refreshment, but she declined. And while he was absenL
another young man came and took possession of his geat,
and cautioned her against him, telling her he was a ~ black
|eg." She did not know what this expression meant, but
Supposed it meant Something had. And was inclined to
have more confidence in the young Man who last took the
seat beside her.-But the other soon returned, and claimed
his seat. The contention for the seat rose so high’ that
an elderly gentleman interfered, and said to them, =~ for
the sake of the ygyng woman's feelings, I would ggy no
more about it at this time." The yqyng man who last
took the geat, then commended her to the care oOf this

elderly gentleman. She then confidingly looked to him

for protection; and he did indeed prove himself worthy
her confidence. When they arrived in the city, he con-

ducted her to a hotel, and invited her to take supper, but
she could not gat; had not eaten that day. He also made
efforts to find her mother, by examining the directory, &c.
but without success.

What could she do? a stranger iN 2 strange city; Wwith-

out money enough to support her a day, dressed in the

peculiar style ©f sixty years ago, attracting by her curious
habiliments the gaze and wonder of g||, timid as a newly

caged bird; one hundred and fifty miles from her only
earthly home, a home endeared to her by youthful associa-
tions and friendships, but from which she had that morn-
ing been rashly and most cryelly ejected by those alone to
whom she had gny right,_to look (according to her educa-»

tion) for protection and gypport. She knew she could not
return to that home. She knew there was no mgrcy for

her there. She had no money t© pay her passage back
even in the second class cgrg, or to support her where she
was; she had no friends to whom she could look in the
world.

This was her condition. Overpowered by the thought
of jt, she retired to her room for the pjght. But not tak-
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ing the precaution immediately to fasten her door, she
was directly followed by = scoundrel in the form of a

young man, who made insulting advances to her. Her
condition was dreadful! but py threats and entreaties he
was prevailed on to withdraw, and she jinmediately fasten-
ed her door, and remained alone through the night.

In the morning her friend and protector, the e|der|y

genﬂeman’ again appeared’ much to her relief and comfort.
She desired to retum to Pittsfield. He according|y put

her on board the cars for that p|ace, and generous'y pa|d
her fare. When she arrived at Pijttsfield, she found friends
in the anti Shakers there, and soon obtained employment,

and was comfortably situated.

She yery much regretted that she had forgotten the
name oOf her friend and penefactor, the elderly gentleman.
She thought he belonged in Albany, and was a jystice of
the peace. Should this meet the eye of that gent'eman’
he may be assured that she appreciated his kindness, and
when gpeaking of him expressed much gratitude. And in
behalf of all her friends and for myseh" 1 hereby tender
him my lively gratitude.

This case is perhaps rather a strong specimen of their

treatment of the young people subject t© their power.
But this case came under my observation, and 1 have sta-

ted only the literal facts. It is but some of the natural
fruits of the gsystem. The doctrine is * crycify the natu-
ral alfections.” And the govemment is an absolute mon-
archy. Now it is not strange that those without natural
aH’ection, should treat those in their power With cruelty;
as they did in the case Of this young Weoman. 1 say then,
her case so far as it goes is a fair illustration of Shaker-
ism.

In. many instances the young people in the gociety have
relations and friends in the vicinity, to whom they can Bee
for protection. In all such cases they are treated yery
dilferently from the case of J. Ann. There havebeen
several instances since she |eft, in which young sisters
have withdrawn from the same Shaker fam”y, and have
received from 30 to 40 dollars each as a gift. As they are
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very careful not to acknowledge any obligation t© pay wa-
ges. They gave °e young man Who was in his minority
20 dollars; and his brother who was in his Seniority 100

dollars, as | was at first informed.-I have since received
from the one who gave me this jnformation, the f0||owing
correction. "~ | have since ascertained that R-did not
get but fifty-six dollars, instead of one hundred. He was
ashamed to tell me how he had settled. Pretended that
he had got his hundred dollars, er they had agreed to give
him that.  But come to find gyt, the \yay they settled jt,
was this. He told themy he thought he Ought to have one
hundred dollars; and they pretending to think that about
right, got him to sign ar acquittance with them of all fur-
ther claims; which writing however did not state what
he was to receive. R —— did not perceive this fraud at
the time., They then gave him f|hy six dollars, = part in
money, and the rest in calfskins out ofthe tanhouse ; and
told him if they ever thought he deserved gny more, _they
would give it to him." -

It is a common practice of the Shakers when they are
about to send or carry Oil' any of the younger members,
whom they can no longer control, to lock them yp in the
oiiice or other out bu”dingsy or p|ace keepers over them
until they can carry or send them off  One gpject of this
is probably to prevent any interviews which they might

have with'their companions. They extremely fear and
dread the influence of those who have withdrawn from

them. And every means in their power is used to preju_
dice those who remain against those who have turned oH";
and to fortify themselves ggainst their influence. “ Turn
offs," as they are called, are not allowed to visit = Believ-
ers," unless there is some particular reason for it.

Intercourse of the Sexes.

Itis jmpossible for young people to crucify all the nat-
ural aifections. And glthough &ll private intercourse be-

tween the brethren and sisters is strictly forbidden, and

every guard that possibly can be, is placed in the gy of
it; yet the young brethren and sisters will steal priyate in-
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terviews, fall in Jove, and go offto the world. During the
last part of the time we were there’ my wife having the
confidence of some Of the young Sisters, they unbosomed
to her mgny of their trials and adventures on this point.
There were but two young men in the fam”y, except 2
few transient comers. The younger was still in his mi-
nority, and no less than two of the young sisters had at
different times fallen in love with hjm, and he had had a

regular courtship with them, and a regular dissolution of
their connexion, or giVing up of their meetings_ I mean
by = regular courtship, that they privately met together by
agreement for a considerable Iength of time, from a regard
they had for each other above a common friendship. It

must be Something more than a common friendship which
would induce a sister to break over all the restraints there

placed in her way, and continue private meetings with one
of the other sex. Meetings ofthis kind were usua”y held
in the |gwer hall of the house in the evening’ when all the
family were above. The parties would take p such gpg-

sition that if any one came down unexpectedw’ they could
silently disappear in different directions; and could easily
secrete themselves in some Of the rooms in this part of the
house. Nevertheless, with the greatest caution, detection
could not glyways be avoided. More than one sister also
fell in love with the other yoyng brother. )
I have room to gjve only = single specimen on this
point. The case occurred in the Church family. I will
give the literal facts of the case as brieﬂy as possib|e’

merely changing the names Of my young hero and hero-
ine. | make this change not because there is any thing

reprehensible in their conduct in the affajr, or which should
cause them a blush ofmortification. Butlest there should
be a de”cacy on their part to having their names made so
public in the matter. Those who are glready acquainted
with the affair will not need the names. With those who
are not, the change of names will neither increase nor di-
minish the interest. The facts are literal . the case not

exaggerated.
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Story ©of Mary Williams and William Wright.

Mary Williams was taken to the church family in the
" City of Peace : by the consent of her parents, in her early
childhood; and grewup t© womanhood under the strictest
discipline, and all the peculiar instructions and influences
of Shakerism. William Wright was also reared in the
same family from early childhood, and with equal diligence,
with a view to make him a good Believer. Here they
grew up, not together exactly’ for t_he two sexes are _as
carefully kept distinct and geparate in childhood, as in
youth or adult age. It was Only in the meeting room that
William could look ypon the sweet faces of the little sis-
terhood, at the farthest extremity from himself, or an oc-
casional g||mpse as they g||ded a|0ng the walks of the ca-

pacious yards around the dwelling.
As William gy towards manhood, there was one

countenance among the young sisters which pecu|iar|y in-
terested him. He could not look upon the face of Mary
without p|easurab|e emotions and a desire to be near and
Speak to her. But this the regu|ations of the fam"y did
not allow. He had sometimes caught the eye of Mary
restlng upon h|mSe|f, this would cause him a momentary
thrill of pleasure, and almost create a hope that she had
feelings towards hjm, like those which seemed to chain

his own thoughts to her. But then he m|ght not indu'ge

such thoughts and feelings. They were the promptings
" of this old carnal nater,"-the very source of all sin

and mi ery' All such feelings he had been taught must
be crucified, and his thOUghtS conliassed to his keeper or
" caretaker.” And Mary he believed must be more inno-
cent, and more faithful to this ,, 5, and work than himseli
And some how or other he could not bring himself to tell
his feelings on this subject to his caretakers, but struggled
on alone with them. He could not feel that they were
sinlirl in the gjght of God.

When about sixteen years of age, the natural ggg( sense
and intelligence of Willam's mind had so far mastered the

ilummeries, and superstitious, foreed ypon him py educa-
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tion,thathebrokehischainsandwenttothewicked
world. But not to stay |0ng away this time. The |0ve|y
imageofMary,had beendegrly imprumedon his heart.

She was yppermostinallhis thoughts; itwas invainhe
tried to divert his thoughts liom her. He redected, how

unwise he had been to go away from his home and hom
Mary. By going away ne had relinquished all claim to
that home. And in all probability Mary would remain,
and he could never see her again_ The thought was ter-
rible.

Yet there was one ray of hope. A|th0ugh it was now
their rule not to grant any one = a second privilege," yet

by humble entreaty, @and promises ©f obedience, the elders
might be induced to consider his youth, and receive him

back again. He would try ~ There was also another rule
or order, of Shakerism, which was in his favor. It was
that gyery one must regain their union where they lost it.
This, ifhe was received at g||, would take him back tothe
church family. And he would be near his Mary.

With this poor hope William came back. And alter
many tearful entreaties, and humiliations on his part, _much
delay, and reluctance, on the part of the elders; it was
finally decided that he might have mother privilege. But
great was his chagrin and disappointment when instead of
Sending him to the church, they put him to the second
family. For as to gseeing Mary, while he remained in this
fam"y’ it was no more probab|e than if he were a hundred
miles oflf The church family did not meet with the other
fz_imilies for worship, even on the Sabbaih.  And the yong
sisters were kept as close as the members of a convent.
This was really discouraging; and Shakerism appeared
more ynlovely than ever. " A few months only closed his
second privilege.

How William managed his afair, 1 know not exactly; 1
can state gnly what I know. A few days only after he leh
his second privilege, he boldly rode yp to the church-house
with a horse and Carriage’ and carried away his natural
sister who was a member of that family. As she was ready
to go with him, it seems there must have been some con-
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cert between them; but by what means it would be dilli-
cult to divine. A few months alter thjs, young William

might have been seen cautiously passing through the Sha#
ker village, and circuitously making his way to one of the
out-buildings, = short distance from the families dwelling.
This puilding wa= employed == = workshop by the sisters;
and was ynoccupied through the npight. In this puilding
Mary had for a Consi_derame |ength of time held clandes-
tine meetings with W||||am’ dunng the silent ~ watches
ofthe night_" She was a|WayS accompanied in these vis-

its by her Companion and bedmate. But as the Saying is,
" true love never runs smooth.” So in the case Of poor

William; by some means, the thlng had come to the
knowledge of the elders. The two sisters concerned in
this affair, were hauled up before their coufessors, and
Obhged to unfold the whole affair. Their position was
such that they could do no otherwise.

They did not of course arise that night to meet the lov-
ing swain.  But young William, suspecting me mischief,
but reyolving those pleasurable, anticipations which true
love alone can inspire’ came to the p|ace of meeting and
gave the usual signal upon the door; it being answered
from within as had been agreed upon, he boldly went in.
Then imagine his surprise, When advancing 2= "€ suppos-
ed to take his beloved Mary affectionately by the hand,
there stood before hjm, instead of his Mary, and her com-
panion, Sister Dana ofthe ministry, and the second eldress
of the church family. And turningto flee from these high
functionaries, behold, there stood between him and the
closed door, Joseph Wicker, and Simon Maybee, the
second elder and deacon of the church family. He was
their prisoner, and there was no ggcape. He doubtless
felt the awlcwardness, if not the danger’ ofhis pOSitiOﬂ. It is
said they compelled the poor fellow to make dl the confes-
sions and promises they desired. They, the elder, and deac-
on, then politely escorted him to the gytskijrts of the village,
and permitted him to depart. And as he left them he o
litely thanked them for their attentions. Mary and her

companion shortly after, notwithstanding their confessions
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and humiliations, were Crue”y driven from their home, to
find an asylum in the wicked world.

As a further relation of this case has no direct reference
to the subject on whose account it has been quoted, I will
here drop it. These little love adventures are continually
occurnng, all over the Shaker k|ngd0m’ where there are
young men and women, with those affections with which
God has wisely endowed the race of mankind. The na-
tures which God has gjyen us are stronger than the chains
of superstition, @nd priestcraft.

But the world is curious to know what is the practice of
the elder members of the Shaker Community on this subject.
It is already well known that the doctrine they teach, is,
total abstinence from all indulgence gf thcjleslt. All in-
dulgence of the flesh, is sinful. This is the flmdamental
doctrine of the denomination. It is also yery generally
believed in the world that the Shakers do not practice the

doctrine they preach, Put are very corrupt on this point.
Especially the Lead. I would gladly abstain fiom speak-
ing on this point, it my duty would allow of it. H_aving
had two years experience among them, the public will not
excuse me, I | do not give my testimony on the sybject.
This 1 will endeavor to do with all candor and impar.
tiality. In the first | then, I will say very distinctly,
and Cheerfu”y’ that aﬁee no proqf that they do not live

up to the doctrine on this point. I am fully persuaded
that a very |arge portion of the common members are hon-

est in their belief of this doctrine, and faithfiil in its prac-
tice, if indeed, | may judge other families by the one in
which 1 resided. An intimate connexion of two years
with this fam”y enables me to Speak conﬁdenﬂy on this
point. The delinquencies ©f which I have spoken among
the young pe0p|e are not Chargeab|e upon the Lead. For
they do all in their power to prevent. So far all is consis-
Milt.
Are the Ministry and Elders Pure!

But the grand question iS, are the ministry and elders
pure? is their practice in accordance with their profes-
sional It is well known that some who have withdrawn
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from the Shakers, have b0|d|y charged the Lead with ex-
cessive licentiousness of the liesh. Mary Dyer seems to
have proved such charges by good testimony. This mus
pass for what it is worth.  Not phejng personally acquaint
ed with her, or her witnesses, | am not competent fully to
appreC|ate her prooﬁ I also saw and read the rep|y to her

book py the Shakers, in the name of her hyshand, Joseph
Dyer, who, With some or all of the children, remained with

the Shakers. This also seemeq to be composed of good
testimony. 't iS many years since I saw Mary Dyer's
book, and I can hard|y pretend to remember much about
it, except the charge ©f drunkenness, and licentiousness,
against the ministry, and elders. And that she had alarge
mass Of testimony t© prove these charges.

In regard to the rep|y to this book by the Shakers, in

the name of Joseph Dyer; there is one very great Objec_
tion to it. It is this. The witnesses made to testify in

that casein behalf of the Shakers, are interested witnesses.

They testify for their ” | ead,” the ministry and elders.
They are subject to this lead in all respects; dependent on
this Lead for all things, The doctrine continually and
zealously inculcated throughout Shakerdom, is, that obe-
dience, = childlike obedience to the | ead, is necessary to
a union with Believers here, and to their eternal salvation.
And it is very well known by all who are at all acquainted
with this pegple, that those who do not live in obedience
to the Lead, cannot remain with that people. But are
driven from home, and friends, penuyless to the world.
Every motive, therefore, which heaven, and earth can
afford, may, by the ministry, and elders, be prought to bear
on these witnesses, t© compel them to testify as the Lead
desire. Their testimony’ therefore, cannot when dU|y

considered, have much, if any, weight in the case. It
would be wholly inadmissible in any legal cause.  In which

case, Mary Dyer's book would be considered as unan-
swered. But leaving this part of the evidence for the pe.
sent, letus proceed te inquire what other evidence there is
in the case.

As | before stated, In my two years experience there, |
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obtained no proof that the Lead were guilty ofa criminal
indulgence ofthe Bash, yet, | cannot speak se positivdy ©f
their innocence, as I haveofthat ofthecommon members.
In the nrst place, they are men, and women, with thesame
falfections, and passions,as ©ther men, and women. In
the swond place, ifthey are digiosed t© indulge the = car-
nal nature," they can do g0, and defy detection. The be-
. loved ministry ol'each diocese, Composed of two males, and
two females, have their dwe”ing in the upper part of the
meeting-house. Their retirement here is sacred. Noone
is permitted to call on them there, not even the elders.
Whenever the elders call on them, it must be at their
shops, °r work-houses. There may be, and probably are
cases Of exception to this rule. In case of extreme j|Iness,
or death, they call in assistance from the church. But
they always take care Of each other when they can. The
rule, or order, is, that none but the elders shall call on the

ministry, at all. Here then, is every opportunity, and all
the natural inclinations on the one hand, and their profes-

sions of celibacy from religious principle on the other.
And they have unlimited authority over all the other mem-—
bers of their Diocese. This is their pogjtion. And people
who form their opinion from these facts glone, Will come
to very diferent conclusions. If they sincerely and de-
voutly believe the gystem Of religion they teach, it may
have power t© restrain them in a majority of cases. But
if it should in all cases, it would be truly miraculous.
We have as much reason, to say the least of jt, to believe
in the sincerity of the Roman Catholic Priesthood, as in
that of the Shaker Priesthood. And their corruption in
this respect is too notorious to he denied. And there are
a feW cases in which Protestant Clergymen have been

proved to be basely corrupt in the flesh.  But I will leave
every one to draw his own conclusions in this matter.

The position ©f the elders, though not exactly like that
of the ministry, iS very similar to it. The two elders and
two eldresses of every family in the denomination, (in
some instances there is but one elder and two eldresses)

have their private meetings, or meetings by themselves,
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three evenings in every week. They have their private
apartments, and as much secrecy as they may choose.

And although the holy laws declare expressly that " a
brother and sister shall not be together in a room py

themselves glone, with the door closed. And the brethren
shall not go into the sister's (goms, or the sjsters into the
brethren's without knocking, and being bid to come in."
It is stated in connexion that "These laws are not de-

signed te apply to the elders.”

t may Not be jnappropriate t© repeat here, one fact
which | have before stated. Althought hese laws and or-
ders profess to be given by special inspiration, they are sub-
mitted to the * Lord's  Anointed,” the ministry and elders;

to be enforced they approve of them. To be repeated,
altered or amended according to their wisdom. =~ The

wisdom with whichl have annointed them saith the Lord."”
Extensive blanks are left in the record of these |gws, to
be filled up by the ministry according to their wisdom.
And I remember very well that at the close ofthe record,
it is said, ~ If the blessed ministry approve Of these |aws,
they may amx their names to them." 1| 5y not have
quoted the language verbatim, but I have guoted the idea.

I make these quotations to show that the ministry and
elders are above the |gws; and all their submission to
them, must in the nature of the cage, be a VOIuntary sub-
mission.  Those gy laws and orders which form the
barriersto the sexual intercourse of the common mem-
bers, are declared in .the text not to apply to the elders.
Thi fact was yery Ominous to my mind.  Though doubt-
:less the ostensible reason of this indu|gence to the elders
was, and .it would ahundantly satisfy the good believer,
that it was given them that they might the better watch
over and protect their sybjects.

With one or two remarks | -will submit this case with-
out expressing my own Opinion If the mass of the Sha-

kers were gu||ty of |ndu|g|ng the flesh, their gu||t would
be notorious to the world. It could not in the nature of

things be hid. The Lead are aware Ofthis' and it is their
Afirst ghject to guard and protect them against such indul~
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gences. On the other hand, if the few only, who have
the absolute control of all things there, are disposed to
indulge, even if they now and then select an instrument
from the common members, they would seldom be liable
to exposure.

In consideration therefore of all the facts and circum-
stances Of the ¢55¢, the affections and passions which the
Lead have in common with other men, and their opportu-
nity to indulge them, is it probable, regardless ©of the
charges which others, more nearly connected with them
than | have peen, have brought against them, and seem
to have sustained py good testimony; is it probable ! say,
regardless of these charges and testimony, that the Lead
do live a life of Celibacy?

Believing as I do, and as I think the facts set forth in
this work clearly show, that Shakerism is (princi a||y at
least) = game Which the Lead perpetrate upon the com-
mon members, it would not be thought strange if I should
make yp my mind against them. Nevertheless, the kind-
ness and |iberality extgnded to me and mine while among
them, lead me to cherish a more charitable hope. The
fact that they endeavored to dupe me iN common with
others is of but little ¢onsequence, s | had the satisfac-
tion of telling them when 1 |eft, that I so far understood
thegame, that it was impossible it should ever succeed
with me; and the princip|es of it were of such a nature,
that | could not conscientiously act an intelligent part in

Carrying them out.
There were two cases Of foundhng children while 1

was there. The first was that of a male |nfant' Supposed
to be about three weeks old. It was found on Sabbath
morning’ in one oOf the bu”dn‘]gs of the West fam”y,
Carefu”y packed in a willow basket, and left in the

wagon Used py the family to ride to. meeting. They
made some eiforts to discover the parents ©f the child, but

without success. As there had been a slight fall of rain
the n|ght previous’ and no Carriages had been seen to

pass through the village that morning, they were enabled
to trace the marks of a horse and carriage which seemed
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to have come from the New |ebanon, and returned
again in that direction.Way id Terry, who has the care
of this fami|y’ also went out into Pijttsfield, and made some
inquiries ©f a woman, of whose daughter they had some
suspicions. She told him that in all probability the moth-
er ofthe child was much nearer his home than that place
They gave the child over to the authorities of the town.

The other was that of a boy, supposed te be about two
years old.  He was found standing upon the doorsteps ©f
the house of the church family, not very late in the eve-
alri This case was advertised and a reward of fyenty

Ogrs offered for the discovery of the parents_ It was
remarked however, by good believers, that this was done
for appearance‘s Sake, as they did not wish to be rid of
the child. The elder of the fam”y adopted him, and
manifested an extreme fondness for him. His fondness for
the child was remarked throughout the viIIage.

A notice of some qf their principal doctrines.

The doctrine of celibacy, considered abstractly, is not
so very objectionable. Every one has a right t© practice
tit who chooses g, or feels it a dUty to, provided he can
keep himself virtuous; but eyery means of unnatural grat~
ilication of sexual desires, is injurious, and sinful. But
this is not the principal objection to the Shaker doctrine
of celibacy. "The cross,” as they express it, requires
that all "the natural 3 fectians" be crucified. Parental
and iilial affection, and “all love of natural relations, is as
contrary to the doctrine of the cross as conjugal love. It
is all carnal and must be pyt away. 1© overcome and
extinguish &l the natural ahections, is the great €nd of
the Shaker life. To do thjs, is the tgking up of "the
cross against the world, flesh and devil," w ich is neceee
sary to a life of pyrity, and to salvation.

Suppose then this doctrine to be carried into full and
practical effect. What is a man without ~ natural affec-
tionsT" The aposﬂe in the first Chapter of his episﬂe to the
Romans, classes those * without natural affections,” with
the worst of criminals; as murderers, haters of God, dw.
And | hold that such would be the character of all ~vho

14
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might succeed in crycifying to extinction the natural

affections. If this were thorough|y accomp"shed, there
would be no goodness leR. Love is the gry element of

all goodnessl There can be no goodness which does not
flow from this element. And love is a unit. Always of
the same nature. It exhibits itself in different degrees;
and is qua“f'ed On'y by the Objects upon which it is exer-

cised. Parental, filial, conjugal, natural and gpjritual love,
are but different modifications or directions of the same

thing. " He who saith |1 love God, and loveth not his
brother, is = liar, and the truth is not in him. For if he
love not his brother whom he hath geen, how can he love

God whom he hath not seen" AnNd itis but a slight ex-
tension of this Saying of the apost'e’ to app'y it to our
natural relations. It is even more manifest that he who

does not love his own natural prother, or his children and
near relations, cannot love God. There is no love in his
heart. He has not the element of goodness about him.
“Ihis is the natural and pecessary result of the Shaker
doctrine, if it could be practically and fu||y carried out.
But it cannot; they have in common with other people a
|arge hare of the element of' goodness left.

But they teach that we should love g||, with that fia-
ternal love which christianity requires. We all ggree that
it-is our duty to cherish love to all as the children of God,
and heirs of an immortal inheritance. But we do not
agree that it would be right to love our children less than
we do. And a command of God js, © Husbands, love
your wives." This does not |mp|y that we should Crucify
or shake off the ™ natural aibctions."

Indeed, this doctrine is so manifesﬂy absurd as hard|y
to deserve a serious consideration. It is not so much a
conviction of the truth of this doctrine that sustains Sha-
kerism, as belief in their pretended revelations. It seems
to me a mere statement ofthe doctrine is sufficient. And
this | have given_ It is C|ear|y a duty rather than a Sin,
for parents te love their children. And if' a duty to love
and provide for them, it is no sin to beget and have them.

But I drop the subject, fully believing this Shaker doc-
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nine false and untenable. And that they are Iiving in an
unnatural and false posijtion. A position unfavorable to
the developement of the faculties and energies of the soul
or mind, and body And unfavorable to true happineSS,
temporal and spiritual.

The Second Advent.

On this Subject, I shall make but one or two brief re-
marks. It seems to me that they cannot expect the doc-
trine that Ann Lee was the second appearance of Christ,
to gain extensive credence. The minister of this society
told me, that if a man believed in taklng up his cross
against the flesh, he did not care whether he believed
their doctrine of the second advent or not. Still this is a
fundamental doctrine of Shakerism. Mother Ann ygs,
(nomina”y at |east) the founder of the sect. IT her pre-
tensions were fglse, so are the pretensions of her follow-
ers. If she was not ingpired, they are not inspired. If
she was nUt anointed of God, se are they not anointed.
Their inspirations’ revelations, laws and orders are all a
mere sham, and a pretence. A game played upon the

unsuspecting.
Her followers of course must believe that she was all

she pretended to be. But in the world she has the (gpy-
tation of being, and there is much testimony to show that
she was, an immoral woman. |ntemperate’ |icenti0us,
and passionate_ It is testified by some who were intimate
with her that she has been seen to strike the elders in an-
ger, &.c. It was testified by some ofthe most i—especta_
ble people who lived near the Shakers in her day, that
they had frequent|y seen her intoxicated. AnNd on one occa-
sion he was seen vomiting from drunkenness. An expla—

nation was atierwards given by one of her followers. It
was, that " she was drunk, not with |iquor, but with the
sins of the pe0p|e; which she was Vomiting up." In

those days intemperance was not regarded as it now is.
And the Shakers made a free use of intoxicating bever-

ages. And not until |gnqg since the commencement of the
temperance reform,” did the Lord in his wisdom see tit to
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send them instructions, or laws, Curtailing the use of such
beveragesl ANnd even now the ministry and elders use
them in the form of cordials and hijtters; and sometimes
without such dlsgu|se3, but private'y. A quart of cider
a day, on week days’ is allowed to some Of the common
members who are unwilling to do without it. No doubt
then, ~ Mother and the elders with her," used intoxica-
drinks. But to what excess we know not.
Hng have before me a work on Shakerism, by William J.
.Haskett, formerly a member of the society. This work
was printed in 1828, and is entitled © Shakerism nnmask-
ed." This author treats the society with much charity
and candor. He believes the Shakers sjncere, though a
ideluded people. This is doubtless true of the mass Of
fthem. But when we look at the gypject, with a view to
investigate the facts, it at once gppears impossible, that
ch a stupendous fraud could be carried on sixty years,
y men blindfolded. The perfect system, by which every
thing is managed, all the details of their Qavemment,
and all their religious liummery and mummery; and-all
by express revelation. How they can manage t© have
every thing revealed, just to suit their pyrposes, and not

have it revealed, nor intelligently plan it themselves, is a
riddle too deep for common minds. A miracle as great

as-any the Shakers pretend to- Since brother Hasket has
renounced Shakerism, and still believes in the sincerity of
the Lead he should have exp|ained this point -He says,

on page 148, of his pook, when Speakmg of the m|n|stry,
They make all the orders and gifts, and declare them to

have been given by divine revelation. And as such, en—
force them on the members." On page 184, he says,

The Shakers declare that ggch, and every one of them,
was given by divine revelation, and came from God.” Now
these statements, | know, are true. But in view of them,
how can we believe in the sincerity of those who frame'
them? Here isa design and a purpose in view; and it
requires thought, intelligence, anddeliberation to meet the
ease. To frame the laws and orders of an extensive

government; but, professedly, they are all given by specia
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revelation.--And then all the gregt ~ Gifts,” uch as the
gift of the " Father and Son ;" The " Gift of Holy Mo-
ther Wisdom :* The ~ cleansing Gift," &c. &c. All evi-
dently framed -with a design to elfect an gbject; are also
made py the ministry, and universally adopted, and carried
out hy the families throughout the denomination.-And
then the use made of confessions. The common mem-
bers gyppose, that when their confessions are made to the
elders, their sins confessed, are blotted out in hegyen, and
this with them is the end of the matter. They know not
thatthey are carried yp to the ministry; but so it is. And
by this means the ministry learn the condition of their
people, and itrame for them such laws gnd gnfflfs, as their
condition is Supposed to require_ And yet all this is by
reVelatiOn, and comes from God. The common members
generally believe so. But to admit that the ministry pe-
lieve jt, is giving their hearts ygry great credit; but at the
expense Of their intelligence. There is, however, no doubt
of their jntelligence.

Mr. Haskett also gyotes fiom Mr. Brown's history of the
Shakers, in which he (Mr. Brown) observes, that this
princi le was inculcated by tr_1e f!rst elders, in the follow~
mg words, =~ That ne practice 'S wrong, ner oath false,
which is made to gain the cause Of tryth, or defend the
gospel against error, though it might appear directly oppo-
site to tryth, in the gyes OF the world, yet as done for the
cause Of the gospel, it is considered as true."

I have heard denials made by the elders, and ministry,
for which I could not account on gny other principle.-In
saying that the © Lead manage this system Of Shakerism
'by means Of deception7 or that Shakerism is a fraud prac-
ticed on the common members by the |Lead, it is but
just and proper that I should make some qualification.

There is no system of re”gion Who”y erroneous. Shak-
erism has much in it that is true and excellent. But what-

ever characterises jt, whatever is peculiar to it, is chiefly,
if not Who“y erroneous. And these are the thmgs which
I wish to place before the public, and have noticed in this

work.  Probably there are none, even among the Lead,
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but what believe some of the things which be|0ng to the

system. They may all believe for aught I know, that it
is a duty to take yp their " cross" against the flesh. It
IS not necessary ©© any practical purpose to decide this
point_ '!'he On|y question which 1 care to decide' as touch-
ing their sincerity, is, Do they believe their pretended
revelations? | will divide this guestion into several.  |st,
Do the ministry and elders sincerely and devotedly believe,
that the ~ Turning' (as it is Ca”ed) by the brethren and
sisters, iS by = supernatural er miraculous power, aspecial
g|ft of God? or do they perform this turning by their own
natural powers, re_ndered more active by the excitement of
the occasion? This tyrning is commonly practiced in all
their most ||Ve|y meetings_ It iSs more common among the
young sisters, than any other portion of the members. It
is merely turning the body around from r|ght to |ef[, or
from leR to right, with different degrees ©f rapidity; in
some instances | should judge, near sixty times in a min-
ute. And varying in time, from a few minutes to an
hour.

The family elder, acknowledged t© me, on this subject,
that he did not believe eyery thing of this kind, was by

special inspiration. Perhaps nine tenths of the tyrning
by the young brethren and sisters was of themselves.”
What proofthen' is there, that the other one tenth is su-
pernatural, than there is that the nine tenths is. And there
IS no more proof that this turning among the Shakers, is
by = supernatural power, than there is that the tyrning by
those Anti-Shakers who have exhibited about the country,
is by = supernatural power. It is said, practice makes
perfect. Practice has a gregt deal to do with this Gift of
turning. Those who can turn in Shaker meeting, san
turn gy where else. ThOU%h the excitement of the
meeting, doubtless, increases their ghility.

2d, Do the ministry and elders sincerely and devotedly
believe, that the sputtering - gibberish which we hear,
mostly from the sisters, in very exciting meetings, or what

is commonly called among them = unknown,” is really
any |anguage which was ever Spoken on earth or in heav-
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en? and is it by any special gilt of God, that they thus
Speak ‘I-There are some among the Shakers who can
Speak German or Dutch; and some Who can Speak French,
having learned the same. | do not allude to gych, but to
those who pretend to Speak an unknown |angua98, by the
special gift of God.

3d. Do the ministry and elders sincerely and devoted-
ly believe that all the laws and orders py which the society
is governed, are given by the special inspiration of God?

These questions relate to the yery pillars upon which the
whole fabric or system of Shakerism rests. Letthe Lead
renounce their belief in these things, and in a ygry short
time there would be a division of the property. Their
whgle authority|and power rests on the belief of the socie-
ty in the divinity of these things.

On the other hand, if the Lead can tru|y and honesﬂy
answer the foregoing questions in the affirmative, we must
admit that they are honest, but deluded men. Butit is
impossible ; they cannot be so much deluded. And all
the excuse they can make to their consciences, for the part
they act, must be’ that they are deceiving the common
members for their good.-lt is possible that some Of the
family elders gy believe these things, and at the same
time be instrumental in Carrying on the game. But in

the very nature of thingS’ the greater part must act in-
telligently.

This is a gybject Of very great importance. Many ofN,
the noblest hearts, the most disinterested philanthropists

of this world, in their dreams of a state of ggcjety, in which
all the good things Which may be enjoyed in this world,
should be equally enjoyed by the members composing it;
have dwelt much pgn the idea of a common property.
Others have endeavored to obtain the benefits which a

common  property mlght be Supposed to afford, without
directly adopting the principle. By creating = community
of interest, by means ijoining their Capita' stock in com-
pany, but maintaining their claim to it in certificates, or
other writings. Many ocieties or communities have been

formed fiom time to time ina the princi of a com~
, adopting principle
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munity, the community ©f Rapp, and of Bindler, of the
Owenists, the Fourierists, &.c.

£ | think it may be said of these communities, that none
| of them have realized the grand object aimed in their or-

At of these have failed i - others
gamgan%l. .I\/.Iany e entlre.:lyl,l .
a8l eriQlg JicRyiand.ore mathe;nlpm%zg( T; dificultios
‘Th Shakers have by means of their dlS g|te monarchy,
, the power of their re”gion being made to bear also on this
point, and a covenant by which the members consecrate
all their property and labor to the gqciety, accumulated
wealth. And py similar means the communities of
g%@ and Bindler have become rich.-But the multitudes
who have seceded from the Shakers, after having signed
the covenant, have by this means been Stripped of all they
possessed. It is in a great measure, by this (though legal-
”y honest yet morally dishonest) means that the "Shakers
ave gcquired much of their wealth.-And notwithstand-
ing their wealth, they are, as a denomination, on the de-
cline. Their secession are mpgny more than their acces-
sions.  And a yery large proportion of their members are
superannuated The young people secede ; the old re-
. mam.

Their government IS 2 tyranny, 'S subjects are in bond-
age. The community ©f property, was undoubtedly adop-
ted ” in the first of the fajth," in the yery strongest Chris-
tian love. IN process Of time, and not a yery long time,
their unjust covenant became a matter of necessity t© pro-
tect the community property. The demands of seceders
(secessions were, and always have been, numerous,) was
likely t© carry it all away.

And here 1 apprehend iS one grand d|f||cu|ty, in all com-

munities Of interest as well as of property. "ITthe propertg
may be withdrawn at the option of the comxnunmst, th

business and objects ofthe community are embarrassed by
it, and u|t|mate|y defeated. 1If bound permanently’ or for
a |0ng time, the rights, and liberties, of the members are
encroached ypon. For, although the relinquishment of

roperty, ©r claims for |abor, is Vo|untary at the time, itis
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none the less phy a forced submission whon the member has
changed his mind. And if held against his wjill, he be-
comes ynfriendly to the enterprise. And in process Of -
time, internal enemies of the community prove its ruin.

As | have Spoken of the Shaker covenant as unjust’ I:
will here, for the want of the covenant jtself, quote the
substance of it as given by William J. Haskett, which
is doubtless correct.

" And we do by these presents So|emn|y covenant with
each other, for ourselves, and assigns, never hereafter, to
bring debt, or demand against the said deacons, ner their
successors, nNor against any member of the Church, or com-

munity, jointly, or severally, e» account ©f our services, or
property, thus devoted and consecrated to the aforesaid sa-

cred and charitable uses.” = And we also covenant with
each other, to ybject ourselves in ynjon, as brethren and
sisters, who are called to follow Christ, in regeneration’
in obedience to the grder, rules, and government of church.
And this covenant shall be a sufiicient Witness for us be-

fore all men, and in all cases relating to the possession’
order, and yse, ofthe joint interest of the church. In tes-

timony whereof, we have, both brethren and sjsters, here-
unto subscribed our ngmes, iN presence of each gther, this.
twenty_fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and one."

By virtue of this covenant the trustees have the power

to dispose and manage the property according to their wis-
dom, with the approva| of the ministry, and for the good
of the society. But the ministry have power to© appoint,
deposel and re_appoint these trustees, or deacons, accord-
ing to their own p|easure’ or Caprice_ So the whole con-
cem is under the entire control of the ministry. IT the
ministry are disposed to give a seceder gny thing, they can
so do, otherwise they must go penny'ess_ There have
been mgny cases recently, in which some females have re»
ceived from thirty to forty dollars.  And some young breth-
ren from twenty to ahundred dollars. But in such cases

they must withdraw yery quietly, pledge themselves not to
kby signing a sort of quitclaim, and re-

niare 1€ society ,
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ceive themoney as apresent. IN agreatmajority ofclea
the amount rewivd is merely nominal.

Someoftheprincipal diicultiesinthewayofcommu-
nities may be very brielly stated. The one tioned
above is insuperable. It is impossible to accumulate and
retain pennanent'y a sullicient amount of property, tb! the
success Of a Jarge community, without encroaching upon
the rights, and privneges of individuals, as in the caic of
the Shakers, and all communities of common property.
!ndiyiduals are robbed, or enslaved by.rne.ans of the orgarr
ization. The restraints, and subordination necessary_to
the order, harmony and success of a compact community,
are unnatural and intolerable to those who love freedom.
And consequently secessions are and must be in the nature
of things frequent. And save those in guthority and their
favorites, the seceders are the ii'eest spirits, the life and
energy ©f the community. And this indica}tes an imer_
tant fact, viz., that a compact community iS not a desir-
able state of society. And also that it is inconsistent with
freedom. The Shakers, becoming aware Of this fact by
experiment, take eyery means in their power t© suppress
intelligence, promote superstition, and thus create a gyper-
stitious fear, secure all the property, and by these means
joined with their despotism, as a community they have
dragged out an existence of nearly sixty years. But the
Community is now in Spiteof all these means on the decline.
/' But suppose 2 Community could be established with
ample property, and members of the right sort. The nat-
ural indolence of mankind would form a great objection to
their success. Men will not act without motive; and will
not act with gpgrgy Without a sgrong motive. In such a
Community’ the chief care and responsibi”ty of the con-
cern, must in the nature of the case devolve ypon the few.
The mass being directed in their |abors, the support of
ther_nselves and famil_ies being provided for by the organi-
zation; they have little Comparative|y to call forth, or at
lent to force into action the energies of their minds. .1f
the community go ©n harmoniously, they Will naturally
settle downinthu |scurity,and grcwmsntally iaddam.
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This fact has a yery full illunration gmgng the

Those who have settled down RI |ife, that jg, with a

and settled determination to be good " Believers," have
care, or anxiety about this life. And it jspainfully dis»\
gusting to see with what a wjlling servility they conform
to all the elders _require of them, and go _through Wlth a.II
the silly and childish performances carried out in their
meetings_ On these thmgs ’[hey suppose their salvation to
depend, and this peing secured by obedience, their thoughts
do not seem to extend beyond these trivial matters.

In = community on the principles ©f Fourier, there
would be more to exercise and call forth ~the energies of
the mind ; but even here, it would be found that Fourier's
emulation by means of groups, and series, music and
pleasurable amusements, though they might operate Well
for a season, the generation succeeding the founders of the
community, t© say the |east, would be ygry little alfected
by them; and they would fail to counteractin the mass, tk
natural indolence ol' mankind. Vjce, and imbecility, are
the natural fruits of a dormant mind. The mass of the
Shakers are protected against actual vice by the inquiai.~
tion of their government, and a superstitious fear.

In the present condition of the human mind, the cares,
and anxieties, as well as the afections of domestic |ife, are

necessary to the full developement of the sms.  He cannot
arrive at his full stature as a man until these !

forth his hidden energies. And he must Feel that  be-
loved ones are liable to poverty, and the other evils inci-
dent to this |ife, and that it is his duty, and his g|0ry to
aloma are sullicient to develope all the energies of the hu-
man mind, and character, In its present condition. True,

some minds, naturally active, need not the most powerllr|
motives in order to exert themselves.

Those who are the most zealous to rgorganize society,
would do well to bestow much thought upon this subject.
gé ia”qy the advocates, if there are any, of common

here is perhaps no good reason Why Ccngéﬂﬁs
mindsshouldnotdrawneareach other jnneighbcrhocds;
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sympathise “with,” and assist each other in the trials and
diliiculties of Jife, and co-operate In benevolent ghjects.
But a more compact community Which seeks to bind itself
by a common property, ©° any means which shall encroach
upon the independence ©f individuals, or individual in-
terests Of its members, will be found'to be attended with
more evils than benefits.

Let the intellect be jmproved, all the natural atfections
cultivated, purilied, and enlarged, both social and domestic,
and gsociety Will improve its organization == 2 consequence.
No radical improvement can_be elfected on 5py, other foun-
dation. There is much error, tyranny, and corruption, in
the present organization ©f society, Poth in its civil and re-
ligious departments. But the gpjrjt of reform is abroad;
intelligence and love will gccomplish wonderfull things.

My experience among the Shakers tayght me not only
that that pegple were corrupt and deluded, but also con-
firmed my former Opinion’ that creeds, and covenants are
dangerous, @nd injurious to the progress ©f society. They
are gdopted o the ground that our present opinions are
infallible, and forbid all chang ; and consequently stand

Jin the gy Of improvement. t is a fact which is confirm-
ed by all history that all those Organizations which are
bound by creeds, and covenants, and have party interests
to promote, are the greatest obstacles in the way of moral
reforml  Every reform, from the temperance reform, to the

H movement, have been i in the , to com-
inegce, obliged outset

such organizationleet no man then bow down
to mother man's opinion, or bind himself by any creed, or

covenant, so that he will not be at liberty to embrace and

carry ©ut any new [ight, or reform, which the pogress Of

the world may develope. Maintain your own |ibe|’ty of

bpinion, and your ewn right to do good N your ©wn way.
3
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