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76 NIGHT IV.

gentleman, whom I will call Mr. B., engaged in a
large business in London, dreamed—I will not
pretend to give you the exact dates, but only an
approximation to them—that his wife would die
on the 9th of September in the following year,
and he himself on the 11th of October in the year
succeeding that. He did not, I believe, pay much
attention to the intimation ; but towards the end
of August his wife was taken ill, and actually
died on the fatal 9th of September. Mr. B. now
considered his own decease as certain, and sold
his business at a great loss ; took a cottage in the
vicinity of town, and prepared for death. How-
ever, the day passed, and he found himself very
well.  When he had learnt to believe that the
prediction would not be verified in him, he was
much at a loss what to do in the way of business,
he having given up all connexion with that to
which he had been educated.

Sophron. There are some instances which one
can hardly believe to have been more than coin-
cidences. Such is that which Sir Walter Scott
relates in his journal of Dubuison, a celebrated
dentist of Edinburgh. Dr. Blair, the day before
his death, met him, and made use of a peculiar
expression to him. Some time after, Lord Mel-
ville met him on the same spot, and made use of
the same expression. “He died the next day. On
this Dubuison said—in jest, however—*“I shall be
the next, | suppose.”+ He went home, was taken
suddenly ill, and died almost immediately. An-
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of such a compact; nothing grave, nothing
solemn; the power wantonly given, and foolishly
employed; above all (what we had occasion to
notice before), a system of things without refer-
ence to Divine Providence. And there, | think,
the great difference lies between the sorcerers of
old and of our own days. They do not seem to
have exercised their power for hurting others,
but only for the discovery of secrets, or a revela-
tion of the future. They neither “did good nor
did evil;" they simply told, or discovered both.
But in our modem tales, one neighbour takes a
dislike to another, enters into a compact with the
evil one to be revenged on his enemy, and, after
all, takes the most miserable and silly revenge
that it is possible to conceive.

scept. The confession of such poor wretches is
easy enough to explain. Often in their dotage;
often wearied out with interrogatories, and some-
times with torture; kept on purpose without
sleep; it is not wonderful that they would do
anything, or confess anything, to be left at ease.
Doubtless there were many poor creatures in the
same state as the old beldame mentioned by Sir
Walter Scott, who, on being led to the stake, said,
“Eh, sirs! but this warm fire, and sae mony gude
neighbours, and a' sae cheerfu”, is the brawest
sight 1 have seen this mony a lang day."

Pistus. It is marvellous how such a sensation
could be excited by the discovery of a witches'
Sabbath, in Sweden, in 1670. The thing itself,
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