
The Uni s'mi Wtorlli;

COMMUNICATIONS WITH IT,

REAL OR IMAGINARY,

INCLUDING

APPARITIONS, WARNINGS, HAUNTED PLACES,

PROPHECIES, AERIAL VISIONS,

ASTROLOGY, &c. &c.

LONDON:
JAMES BURNS, 17, PORTMAN STREET,

PORTMAN SQUARE.

MDCCCXLV1T.



Phil 7¿6o. 88

mi: • V rr.<<
y l7. r. rr J

>

j



PREFACE.

The following little book makes no pretence at 
being a systematic treatise on the subject on 
which it treats: its aim is to set forth Christam 
views on a point of popular belief which writers 
have generally considered worthy of ridicule or 
pity, or at least susceptible of a natural expla
nation.

With respect to stories hitherto unpublished, 

the writer has related none which he has not 
good grounds for believing ; and he has endea
voured to state, in each particular account, the 
degree of evidence by which it is supported.



vi PREFACE.

i
He ought, perhaps, to state, that he never saw

Mr. Dendy's very interesting Philosophy of Mystery 

till he had almost concluded his own work. He 
has inserted, in different places, a few striking '
relations from it.
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COMMUNICATIONS

REAL OR IMAGINARY.

NIGHT I
THE SUBJECT PROPOSED.

Sophron. The wind has shifted to the north. 

It will be a bitter night.

Eusebia. It is almost a pity to shut out the 
sight of such a sky, so rntenely blue and solemn.

Pisuus. It is solemn: the winter night has a 
moral character of Rs ow^1 I may use the ex
pression ; a beauty differing from that of all other 
seasons, and as I think, surpassing them.

Eusebia. Yet what can be mor^e beautiful than 
a summer night ? At the time, I mean, when the 
west has lost its more gaudy hues, and the only 
trace of the departed sun is the calm still belt of 
green that reposes above the distant hills, as if 
they were the barriers of this world and that quiet 
ocean of light the gulf which parts us from the 
realm of spirits. Then there is the soft scent of
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2 NIGHT I.

the sleeping flowers, the dewnness of the air, the 
few bright stars that peep through the still faintly 
illummaeed sky, the joyous song, it may be, of 
the the merry chirp, that seems,

wherever you go, to be equally close to you, of the 
grasshopper. It is repose in its truest sense,—life 
enough to banish the idea that nature, as peopfe 
talk, can ever sleep ;—eest enough to lead on the 
mind to a more perfect, even an eternal repose.

Pistus. It is true. But do you not see how 
much of this world there is mixed up in our ideas 
of the summer night ? Flowers, and birds, and 
dew, and the brightness over the western hills. It 
is beautiful, but still it is earthly: we view it 
through our own medium, and it takes its colour 
from that. It is not so now. The sky, and the 
sky alone, so glorious, yet so awful, so spangled 
with brightness, so mysterious in its depth, that 
is all. There is nothing that can remind any sense 
of earth; nay, the very cold seems to enhance 
the solitude, to tear away all connexion between 
yourself and external nature, to make you feel 
more utterly lonely. And you stand and gaze on 
those bright worlds, till you seem as if you were 
banished into the desolate regions of space; and 
there, without any orb near you, looked forth 
into the perfect blackness around, and watch^ 
the motions of the worlds that above, beneath, 

and on every side, were moving along in their 
mysterious path. It is the time when you feel, if 
ever, that there must be a world of spirits; when
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the mind seems almost brought into contact with 
that in^vi^iiblk universe; and when, more than at 
any other period, it longs to know something of 
its future home, and to hear some of those " un
speakable things which it is not lawful for a man 
to utter."

Sophron. There can be no subject more inter
esting,—perhaps, also, more perilous,—than the 
union and sympathy of the seen with the unseen 
world. Certamly none more interesting; for who 
would not wish to know somewhat of those beings 
by whom he is daily, hourly, acted upon? who 
seem to have the power of suggesting thoughts or 
plans, constantly and as a matter of every-day 
occurrnnee, and occasionally of interfering for our 
physical safety in a, perhaps not strictly supi^i^r 
natural, but still most marvellous, manner: beings, 

too, whom we hope hereafter to possess as our 
a^s^s^c^ijaae^ for ever; and who, actually at this 
time, are the associates of many whom we have 
loved and lost. And perilous also ; for much to 
pry into the concerns of that world is to attempt 
to raise the curtain which God has drawn, and 
which death only is appointed to rend for ever. 

We are somewhat like men who by night are 
treading some dangerous path, a precipice on each 
side: while all is dark, they can proceed safely ; 
show them the light, and with. light comes certain 
destruction.

Pistus. And yet it is curious that, care as little 
b 2



4 NIGHT I.

as they may for it in other ways, all present 
intercourse with the unseen world will be a sub
ject to interest every one; variously indeed, ac
cording to the various character of the mind, but 
still really. And why not ? It is an article in 
the Church’s Creed; it is a main point of her *
teaching. Common minds will feel and express 
it in vulgar ways; and tales of witchcraft, appa
ritions, prophetic dreams, and the like, will never 
want hearera and beHevers. Others, white not re
jecting these things, will rather fix their thoughts 
on that communion which, at this very moment, 
they are holding with the departed faithfill of all 
ages; on the illapses of thought which have no 
natural origin ; on all those mysterious proofs, 
—the more mysterious, the more real,—that we 
are knit together in one fellowship with the in
habitants of a better country, that is, a heavenly.

Eusebia. The Japanese belief, that birds of 
Paradise are the souls of doves, is a good type of 
that feeling.

“ In the bright fables of an eastern land, 
Where song and moral travel hand in hand, 
They say the dove laments not as alone, 
That lingers here, her sweet companions gone ; 
She knows that, denizen’d in brighter skies, 
They shine as glorious birds of Parad’ee : 
And though she may not see their sportive rings, 
Nor the fleet glancing of their rainbow wings, 
(For earthier vision clogs her earthEnr eye,) 
To know and feel them near is ecstasy.
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And so, methinks, comes such a season, fraught 
With heav’niier commumng and purer thought, 
What time we linger o'er the quiet rest *
Of those, the lovely once, and now the blest!"

Pistus. A very pretty fable, and most tnie in 
its antitype. In a thousand ways, clogged and 
shackled though it be by its mate, the mind will 
assert its native powers, and will communicate 
without the aid of its grosser companion. Un
doubtedly it does so towards the living; and to 
my mind undoubtedly also towards the departed. 

What is commoner, for instance, than to feel all 
one's affection awakened, for no assignable cause, 

in a moment, for some absent person whom we 
love, but of whom we have neither been speaking 
nor hearing ? Again: it has passed into a pro
verb, that if a totally unexpected visiter arrives, 

those to whom he presents himself have been at 
that moment talking of him. And so, if two 
friends are in conversation on a given topic, and 
an entirely different train of thoughts sugges's 
itself to one, it is almost certain to present itself 
also to the other, even though no common exter
nal object should have given rise to it.

Sophron. Very true. It is by noticing appa
rently trivial details like these that we must 
arrive, if ever there should be such a science, at 
some insight into psychology. But the difficulty 
of " Know thyself" is as great to us as it was to 
Chiton of old. What are those lines, Theodora, 
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you were repeating the other day on this same 
subject of communion with the invisible world ? 
They would be much to the point.

Theodora. I wilt read them to you.

" As touching thus same union, I have read 
A tale, that teacheth this,—oow far apart 
Wisdom and knowledge, when it list them, dwell; 
HoweOr the vulgar deem. Theee dwelt in Frame 
A maiden, who was wont to sing their wild 
And won^i^t^ua legends at the shut of eve, 
And to her lover’» wed her voice and lute.
Her lover died ;—nnd ’twas her mournful use 
In the same chamber, at the self-same time, 
To sing the self-same strains ; and as his harp, 
Neglected now, responsive echo gave, 
She deem’d his spirit breath’d amidst its chords. 
Thus pass’d she every eve, and in the thought 
Found sweetest consolation : till at length 
One of those same phílosopliisrng fools 
Who, knowing all, feel noughty-who pluck a flower, 
Give it a name, and tread it under foot, 
And call that wisdom, told, and truly told, 
How nature’s laws ordain’d that when the hand 
Pass’d o’er one harp, the self-same chord then struck 
Should vibrate on its fellow. She, the white, 
Lost the sweet type to gain the useless truth ; 
And so her harp was silenced ; and she pined 
Until she join’d the parted one again."

Pistus. To ^quhe into all the methods in 
which intercommunion of the visile with
the invisibee is carried on would be a task not 
ill-suited to these long winter nights, and perhaps 
not urprofitablc to us. What say you ? Shall we 
enter on the inquiy, bringmg to it what separate 
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information we may each of us possess, and 
making our common remarks on every thing that 
is related ?

Sophron. Content. Any thing which helps us 
to realize our connexion with the unseen world is 
useful; and we will boldly enter on the subject 
you propose. And, in listemng to any details 
which the wisdom of the world would reject as 
improbable or impossible, we shall, I hope, be 
guided by a wiser feeling. We will weigh them 
on their evidence only: if that is sufficient to 
convince a man in his every-day conduct, it shall 
be sufficient for us; if not, while we stigmatize 
nothing as impossible, because it is unusual, we 
shall return a verdict of " not proven."

Theodora. I shall be most glad to listen to 
such a discussion. We have, I think, nine nights 
before we separate: will it not be better to ob
serve some kind of order in the treatment of our 
subject ? else we shall surely be quite over
whelmed with its magnitude.

Sophron. We must not cramp ourselves too 
logically; as well becamee the nature of the in
quiry does not well admit of it, as becamee its 
various branches run so naturaHy one into the 
other. Still some such kind of arrangement is 
undoubtedly desirable, and we shall do well to 
determine on it previously.

Eusebia. So I think ; and then we shall come 
better prepared to the consideration of the ques
tion.
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PiSTüS. We shall begin, I presume, on générais, 

and descend to particulars.

Sophron. Let us commenee by considering the 
various ways in which it has pleased God to 
ordain that external nature shall sympathize with 
revealed religion ; for I would rather use the term 
sympathy than that of symbolism. We will see if 
we cannot find such evident types of, or agréé. 

ment with, the great mysteries of the faith in 
the face of things around us as to make another 
kind of argument from analogy applicable also 
to them. That is the lowest branch of our sub
ject, because, strictly speaking, it cannot be said . 
to involve any thing supernatural : but still it is 
a branch, as coming quite within that communion 
of the two worlds on which we have been dwell
ing. From this we shall proceed to consider those 
instances in which it has pleased God to make 
great aerial phenomena attend, or predict, great 
disturbances on earth. This will involve a con
sideration of armies fighting m the air, fiery 
crosses, cornets, and meteoss ; and will lead us to 
refer incidentahy to the "famines, and earth- i
quakes, and pestieecees in divers places," which 
are the " beginning of lorrcwl-”

Pistus. The arrangement, I think, is good. 

Then let us proceed to aerial apparitions or signs, 

whether natural or supernatural, such as whiril 
winds and sudden tempeste, as connectdd with the 
death of great men, stationary lights, corpse lights, >
Si. Elmo's lights, firedrakes, and Will of the Wisp.
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Sophron. From that we shall advanee in our 

i^^vestig^a^-io^n to an inquiry on what and
with what reason, ancient lore p^o^plh^d solitary
places with supernatural beings, whether demons, 

or an inferior kind of divintriss ; and why the same 
belief has descended to our own times ; whether 
connected with water, as Naiads; with woods and 
hills, as Fauns, Satyrs, Eryads, Hamadiwads, the 
Brown Man of the Moors, Fairies, the Good Peo
ple, Trolls, Telchens, Pixies, and Pixyoolts ; or 
with homes, as the old Lar and our own Robin 
Good-fellow. Then it will be t^iim^e for us to de
bate the grand question, if the spirits of the 
departed have ever bem permitted to visit the 
living in a visible form. And here we shall do 
well to turn our attention to those instances 
where, at the moment of a personas death, he has 
been believed to appear to friends at a distance; 

to those where the spirit of a departed man has 
forewarned of death, averted danger, or revealed 
a secret; and to those manifestatoons where such 
visit has apparently been without use.

Pisuus. Let us also go into the subject of 
family apparitoons: those natrt, I mean, where 
the head of a house is asserted to receive inth 
mation of the approaching decease of any mem
ber of it by a known signal, which is perfectly 
i^nttjli^^il^^ to himself. Dreams will naturaHy 
next occupy our at^t^^^ibo^n.: and this will as natu
rally be nonnecred with the subject of trnond 
sight.
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Sophron. We shall then only have to discuss 
the grounds on which ancient belief in astrology 
and witchcraft rested, to bring our inquiry to an 
end.

Theodora. It is a most comprehensive one ; and, 

if ^í^c^ussed with an unprejudiced mind, almost 
fresh ground.

Pistus. I think so. But, in my opinion, we 
are also bound to notice any instances of impos
ture, or innocent mistake, which may have given 
rise to the belief in a supernatwal interference, 

when in reality none such existed.

Sophron. We are : and that branch of our sub
ject, though less novel, will also be profitable.

Pistus. It is, I think, a proof of our fallen 
nature that the whole subject of apparitions 
should be invested with such terror. Why we 
should not rejoice in the visitations of the inha
bitants of a brighter and better world than our 
own, on any other hypothesis, seems unintelligi
ble. And even supposing the apparition to be 
permitted to come from the place of the lost, still 
it is strange that one does not reason with Ham
let,—

6---------- for my soul, what can it do to that,
Being a thing imimorUil as itself ? "

What harm such apparitions could possibly do us 
it is hard to say : we are all that they are, and 
something more ; and that something bearing at 
least an approximation to that which they will 
be. In one sense we are more perfect beings than 
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they are: we have the body, debased, it is true, 

and sinful, to which they will one day be re 
joined, and without which they will not, and can
not, be complete. Physical harm they cannot do 
us; that were contrary not only to experience, 

but almost to possibility. If it were not for sin, 

I believe that we should feel no fear.

SfopHRON. Eo you think so ? Well, I am not 
quite of your opinion. I believe that the sight of 
a spirit, divested of the body, is so perfectly un
natural to persons existnig in a compound nature, 

brings so painfully to mind the great struggle 
which must take place when the two are dis
solved, and sets forward so prominently the 
idea of duality in a single being, that, had we 
never fallen, we yet should have felt a revulswn 
at it. That Adam conveeced familiariy with an
gels may be very possible: but if those angels 
assumed a material form, as was undoubtedy the 
case in most of such instances as are recorded in 
the Old Testament, the cause for terror I have 
stated disappears.

Pistus. Accordnng to you, it would follow that 
the act of death would be terrihe, were the sup
position possible, to a perfect man ; that it would 
have been so to Adam had he never fallen, and 
had yet been removed to the more immediate 
presenee of Goe in the same manner that has 
been appointed to his descendants, only without 
physical pain.

Sophron. So I think it would. If the sepa
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ration from an intimate friend of twenty years is 
so excessively painftd, where yet the degree of 
intimacy is nothing to that which connecss soul 
and body, what must be the severing of the spirit 
from its earthly attendant ? What must it be for 
the soul to l^o^^e the command of the organ it has 
so long employed, and informed, and governed; 

through which it has received the greater part of 
the impressions it has obtained, and which it is 
now about to leave to corruption, and dust, and 
the worm ? What the tie is which unites the one 
to the other, none, of course, can say; whether 
moral, or physical, or compored of both, it must 
be broken: and do you imagine that so strong a 
link can be shattered without pain of some kind ?

Pistus. How then will you account for the 
serenity and beauty which the face of a corpse 
will often assume in the moment of death ? We 
know, for example, that in death from a gunshot 
wound the countenance is generally very peace
ful ; in that from a sword, or such like instru
ment, d^st^r^^ss^r^gly convulsed. Does not tins 
seem to show that there is no pain but physical 
pain, and that when this is felt it leaves its 
impression, and that when no impression is left, 

it is b)^c^-^vire there is no pain ?
Sophron. I grant you that there is far more 

sufering attendant on death in some cas^s than 
in others. But that which is involved in the very 
act of death is, I am inclined to think, the same. 

The placidtty which usually accompanies death
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from a gunshot may arise only from the short
ness of the physical pain which accompanies it; 

for two equally, to all appearanee, sudden deaths 
may involve very unequal^ prolonged periods of 
bodily suffering. It is believed by many phy
sicians that death, considered as the annihilation 
of physical lsrnsatoons, does not accom
pany decapitation; and there have not been 
wanting eminent men who assert that feeling 
exists for many minutes after the stroke has been 
given. This would well answer your objections. 

But you say that the face assumes that serene 
expression in death. I should rather say, after 
it; for the shadow, or convulsion, or by whatever 
name you choose to designate it, that passes over 
the face in the very article of death is always 
awful.

Theodora. I do not comprehend what you said 
just now of its being unnatural and painful to see 
a duality of operation in one being.

Sophron. I can explain it to you by a very 
famiHar instance. Did you ever see the meta
morphosis by which the pupa of the dragon-fly 
assumes its perfect state ?

Theodora. No.
Sophron. Thus it is: the pupa, which is pro

vided with legs, climbs some way up a D^a^g^, or 
other water pla^t, which it grasps tightly, and 
then str^^tc^e^ and strains itself in every direc

* tion: presently the head bursts, and the antenna? 
and head of the fly protrude; also its two front 
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legs. The pupa holds on with its legs: the fly 
endeavours to extricate itself fromi the pupa with 
its own, and finally succeeds, leaving the lifeless 
husk on the plant which it ascended. But the 
sight of an apparent struggle between two ani
mals pdssessrng the same body is very unplea
sant.

Theodora. It is getting late, and we must, I 
fear, conclude You will begin, then, to-morrow 
night with the manner in which external nature 
symbolizes revealed truth ?

Sophron. Very willingly.
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THE SYMBOLISM OF NATURE.

Sophron. It is wonderful that such an age as 
the last could produce such a book as " Butler's 
Analog." His is a method of argument, 

which, till tried, must have been thought of very 
slight weight ; but, once made proof of,—and 
proved by such a hand, it possesses a force per
fectly overwhelming and crushing. He, of course, 

did not exhaust it ; nay, he probably did not carry 
it on so far as he would have done in a more 
believing age. Perhaps, also, the fact that his 
was not a poetical mind, might have in some 
cases rendered his details less perfect than his 
design. But, had he chosen, there are two re
markable instances of analogy in symbolism of 
external nature, as compared with reveated 
mystery, which, to any unprejudiced person, must 
be quite convincing.

E^u^^i^bu. You refer, of course, to the mystery 
of the Most Holy Trinity, and of the Sign of the 
Cross.



16 NIGHT II.

Sophron. I do. Let us begin with the former ; 
—the instances of which are perhaps less obvious, 

and probably less striking.
Pistus. The whole of science, taken in whatever 

point of view, seems to depend on three original 
principees. In colour we have three neutrals, 

black, white, and grey. In acousticks, three primi
tive sounds,—the medient, tonic, and dominant. 

i^orro can address itsel^f to the eye but in three 
ways,—in architecture, painting, and sculpture: 

the kind of li^n^^s which produce form are three, 

and each of these has three subdivisions ; the 
straight line has three positions,—horiznntal, 
perpendicular, oblique ; the crooked has three,— 

as presenting either a right, acute, or obtuse 
angle ; and the curved has three,—for it may be 
a portion of a circle, a volute, or an ellipse. 

Again, every one knows the remarkabee proper
ties of the figure three—properties which no other 
number has, or could have.

Sophron. And even in simpler matters than 
these, the same trinal arrangement is visible. 

All time must be past, present, and future : every 
deed must have a beginning, a middle, and an 
end. Now, it is all very well to say that there is 
an absolute necessity for this, so that even 
potenee could not have ordeeed it otherwise : 
granting this necessity, whence does it arise? 

Do we not gain the more abundant confirmation 
of our position ? But it surely is incumbent on 
others to prove this necessity. It is quite possible
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to conceive a state of things in which it should 
not be the case ; it is quite within the range of 
imagination, that time should have a fourfold 
division, or that the progress of any event might 
be capable of being divided into two stages, besides 
the beginmng and the end. Tliere is no essential 
impossibility in this. If it be possible to con
ceive a which has neither beginning nor
end, as eternity ; if it be possible to conceive a 
thing which has beginnîng, but no end, as the 
soul of man ; we may safely assert the possibiltty 
of the conception of something that has four, five, 

or even more separaee stages of existence, iotrio- 
sically and essentially. But if this conception be 
possible with regard to one thing, it ¡s certain 
that it might be so with regard to every thing ; 

wh.ic^h is enough for us.

Pistus. Look again at what has so often been ©
brought forward as an of the same
mysteiy,—a lumînous body like the sun. From 
the substance itself, light and heat are insepara
ble. Take again the threefold division of the 
mind, which so naturany suggests itsel:f ; the will, 

the understandîng, the imagination. It is a 
world, so to speak, of triplicity ; and so even 
heatheoLS seem to have felt, and to have shaped 
their myths accordingly.

Sophron. Why, it even descended to a proverb, 

—vee]y three is perfect. The better nature con
sista of three, says Plutacch. They assign the 
number three to the highest God, says Servius.

c
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So jui^pi-eer has his tripe thumferbott, Neptune his 
tr’i^en^t, Pluto his three-headed, dog: there were 
three fates, three furies, thrice three muses: even 
primeval nature had Rs Triad, ^g^on, Briareus, 
and Gyges: and whole volumes have been written 
on the various trimtiss which the Greeks and 
E^gyptta^i^s adored. So also in India: so, in fact, 
wherever there has been a system of religfeus 
worship at all.

Pistus. From whence, I suppoee, you would 
gather that the impress of external nature is found 
in these trinttiss; the great mystery of the one 
ever blessed Trinity having moulded and in
formed them: which is the point of our considera
tion.

Sophron. Just so; yet I confess that to myself 
the Cross is more wonderfuRy set forth in nature 
—and the difference of the manifestations of 
these two mysteries is in itself most stri^ng. 
Thmgs, as considered in their essence, present the 
former; things as presenting themselves, and 
taken in reference to us the latter. It is extra
ordinary how almost all human arts bring out 

, this form strikingly, and how new inventions are 
every day bringing it out in new ways.

Eusebia. And also, I think, in many of these 
instances, the idea of resistance and self-denial, 
that is, the very doctrine of the Cross, is ex
hibited. A bird, for example, while perched on 
the bough erpersentr no particuaar figure;—but 
he cannot rise from the earth and struggle up 
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through the air, except by making the sign of 
the Cross.

Pistus. It is the sanie thing with swimming : 
make an effort against the water, and you must 
do it in the form of the Cross. The same thing1 
also in rowing. Let a boat fall down the stream, 

and you may steer her onward : make her ascend 
against it, or struggle with the sea, and again you 
represent the Cross.

Sophron. And, of course, every one knows that 
the masts of a ship are most striking figures of 
the same thing. I never saw this more wonderr 
fully rxemplifird, than once in walking from 
Queenborough to Sl^(^eme^s. It is a low marshy 
tract of country ; and on that day a haze hung 
over the landscape, and eeemed complete^ to blot 
out every feature of interest that the scene might 
otherwise have presented. But to the left, a low 
embankment ran along the side of the Medway ; 
and above that rose the bare lower masts of six 
or eight men of war laid up in ordinary in thè ri ver. 
Without saite, cordage, or upper yards, the centrai 
mast on each rising above the mizen and fore
mast, they looked exactly like a eerire of those 
Calvaries which you see in foreign lands ;—theee 
black Cook^, standing out against the white mist 
of a hot Augpitt sky.

Pittus. I remember that, on a still autumn 
afternoon, I was hurying hornewardls thoough 
one of the pleasant valleys of Surrey. The gran 
was beginning to grow crisp ; the shadows, half an 

c 2 
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hour before so well defined, to melt into a grey 
confusion ; a frosty purple hue to steal over the 
sky ; a solemn, yet not melancholy stiinness to 
draw in over the scene. Before me was the west, 
kindled into such a fiery redness, that you 
wondered how such tints could look so deadly 
cold ; half the sun's orb was below the horizon ; 

half, dilated to twice its natural size, was 0^^ 
among the distant hills ; but between me and 
that scene of splendour, and cresting the top of a 
low knoll, the sails of an old windmill seemed to 
impress the sign of the Cross on the whole land
scape, and to tell, as with an audiHc voice, by 
what means only we can attain those briglit 
worlds of which the western sky is a type and a 
promise.

Eusebaa. And it is strange that the very means 
of procuring earthly food should be in the figure 
of that which has procured us all our spiritual 
sustenanee.

Theodora. So again, a barn is almiost of nsnes- 
sity built in the form of a Cross, as if it would 
set forth the means by which the faithful shall be 
gathered up into the everlasting garner hereafter

Eusebaa. A curious noansctse with
sound has not, that I am aware of, been ever 
noticed. If on a thin metal plate you sprin^e 
sand, and then strike, on a stringed instrument, 
that note which is the fundamental sound,—the 
key note, if we may use the expression, of the 
plate, the sand will immediately arrange itself in 



SYMBOLISM OF NATURE. 21

the form of a Cross, as if thie metal could not 
bear to be impressed with any other sign.

Sophron. Look at trystaliization, again. Into 
what exquisite crosses do congealing subsaanees 
form themselves! He that should desire some 
new ideas for the gable crosses of his church, could 
hardly do better than study a book of crystallo
graphy.

Pisuus. That the same holy form is marked on 
the petals of almost every flower, all botanists 
know. I remember once, in an African mountain, 

that jutted out into the calm tropical sea, I was 
wandering on with a friend in the heat of the 
day, and exploring the various crags and ravines 
by which it descend^. to the shore. There was a 
bunung sky above,—not a single cloud tempered 
the rays of the sun,—the barren soil, volcanic in 
its origin, and every where shooting up its red 
crumblmg rocks through the thin layers and 
patches of mould that were scattered upon them, 

produced neither trees nor grass,—oothrng but 
dwarf thisUes, that on all sides were sending out 
their downy little seed vessel on the bosom of 
the wind. We longed for water,—we longed for 
some cooling fruit; and to all appearance we 
might as well have longed for ice and snow. At 
length we discovered, loosely anchoring itself 
among the hot and detached rocks, a■pirasaot 
little plant, with leaves and berries not unlike 
that of the mallow. "We may, however," said my
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friend, “ eat of these with safety : it is a cruciferous 
plant.” “ Why so ?" said I, who am no botanist, 
and could not see the connexion between his 
statement and his reason. “ Are you not aware,"
retunied he, " that ah cruciferous plants bear 
fruit which may be eaten, to say the least, with 
impumty, and which is often singularly nutrii 
tious and wholesome?” “Is it not wonderful,” 
answered I, “ that the sign of the Cross impressed 
on the leaves of a plant should proclaim to man 
that it will not hurt him ? Is it not as if there 
went forth such virtue out of the bare form, that 
no evil thing had power to endure its presenee ?”

Eusebia. Nor is this the case where the hand 
of God has immediately impressed the sign, but 
where the hand of man has done so too ; as if 
Providence would have him, choose he or not, 
make use of the same form by which he was saved 
from perdition.

Sophron. It is proved in many modern in
ventions and contrivances, in none more so than, 

where you would least expect to find it,— 
in railways. Is it not curious that in the best 
managed of them the signais should be made by 
this form ? Most conspcuouus, on a high embanlk 
ment, is the tall Cross that stretches forth its 
arms to warn of danger; hallowing, as it were, 

those long lines of traffic, and seeming to promise 
security in the whirl and hurry of almost incon
cevable speed.
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Theodora. Certainly a meaning which never 
entered, the minds of those who contrived that 
system of signals.

Pistus. It is a singular thing, too, though 
known to every one, that if, in looking at any 
bright light, the eye be almost closed, the rays 
will, to all appearance, put themeevves in the form 
of a Cross.

Sophron. It was a tradition in Mexico, before 
the arrival of the Spaniards, that when that form 
(which is found engraved in their ancient monu- 
mrnl^s) should be victorious, the old religoon 
should disappear. The same sign is also said to 
have been discovered on the destruction of the 
Tempe of Serapis at Alexandria, and the same 
tradltion to have been attached to it. One can 
hardly imagine this prophecy to have been 
current in more ways than two;—etther by a 
supernatural intimatinn, or by a continuous tradii 
tion. It could hardly have been by the force of 
analogy, and by observation that the whole of 
nature was signed with the Cross.

Pisuus. The constellation so named is one of 
the most striking that glorify the southern sky; 
very beautiful it is when beheld from the deck of 
the ship, as she IIL^^s westward befoee the trade 
winds. And still more majestic, perhaps, in 
crossing a mountann range by night, when the 
dark peaks tower up before you, and the golden 
Cross surmounts them still, and seems to beckon 
from another world beyond them.
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Soph ron. This celestial Cross naturally brings 
to mind the instances in which the appearance of 
such a sign has been strictly supernatural. Of the 
Gross seen by Constantine, enough has been 
already written to satisfy, and more than to 
satisfy, every common inquirer that such a 
phenomenon did really exist. And that which 
appeared at J^eusa^eem during the Bishopric of 
S. Cyril is equally remarkabee, and at least as 
certain.

Eusebia. Of what kind was that ?
Sophron. You shall have it in the saints own 

words. Reach me down his works, Pistus ;—that 
folio behind you. Here is his
account written to Gonstantms. " In these holy
days of the holy P*entecost, on the seventh of 
May,"—the year was 351,—" about nine o'clock, 

appeared in the heaven an enormous Cross, com
posed of light, over the height of holy Golgotha, 

and reaching to the holy Mount of Olives. Nor 
was it seen by one or two, but, most man^^t^stty, 

by the whole mulriuade of the city. Nor,—as it 
might be natural to suppoee,—was it a thing 
which like a mere phantom passed away rapidly, 

but was visibee above the earth for many hours, 

exceeding in glory the rays of the sun."—And he 
proceeds to tell how young and old crowded to 
the churches ; and even the very heathens adored 
the GOD That had done this great wonder h And 

1 S. Cyril, Hiero«)]. Opp. p. 247. Ed. Par. 1640.
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this does not depend on Cyrll's testimony alone, 

amply sufficient as that would be to any right- 
minded person: a crowd of witnesses, heretical as 
well as catholic, bare testimony to the notoriety 
of the fact.

Pittus. Yes, as poor Gibbon says with respect 
to the heretical witnesses, " they could not refuse 
a miracle, even at the hand of an enemy."

SOphron. Strictly supernatural, perhaps, this 
Cross was not; for it seems to have been encircled 
by a magnificent rainbow, and may in some de 
gree have partaken of the nature of a halo. Such 
appearances have been observdd at other times, 
and occasionally in connexion with mock suns.

Pistui. TCs length is said to have hem more 
than half a mile ; a point, of course, which must 
have been a mere guess. It seems, however, to 
have been visible at Ao^-^^^C, and, it is also said, 

to the armies of Constantius and Magnmtius. 

Io that case it must Cave been of a very different 
character from a halo.

StoPHRON. Nor have such appearances entirely 
ceased io our own days. Io 1838, at Jeruaaiem, 

for many successiee nights, a dark Cross was ob 
served io the same quarter of the heavens, as if 
the star’s over which it extended Cad been blotted 
out.

Euiebia. I perceive that we are somewhat tres
passing on the next part of our subject.

Sophron. We are so. Did you ever hear tCe 
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Greek tradition concerning the origin of the tree 
of which the true Cross was made ?

Eusebia. No.
+ Sophron. Thus it is. When Adam, they say, 

was dying, he sent his son to the garden of Eden, 

to request that the angel who kept the way 
thereto would send him some of the fruit of the 
Tree of Life, that he might taste it and live. The 
angel denied the request, but gave to the son of 
Adam th.ree seeds. " Place them," said he, " in 
thy father’s mouth ; and when they shall have 
grown into trees, he shall be freed from his sick
ness." The son returned, and found that Adam 
had already expired. Taking the three grains, he 
placed them in his father s mouth, and buried him 
thus. From these grains, in process of time, 

sprang three trees, of which the wood of the Cross 
was made1.

Theodora. A very beautiful fable. It is su^ 
prising how many taies there are connctted with 
the Saviour and His Passion, which in different 
times and places have been invented for the pu^ 
pose of accounting for the natural habits and 

of animais and plants.

Eusebia. Like that sweet superstition, current 
in Brittany, which would explain the cause why 
the robin redbreast has always been a favourite 
and protegé of man. While our Saviour was

1 Joan. de Monte Villâ, It. Terr. Sanct. i. 17. ap. Kornman. 
de mirac. mort. iv. 14.
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bearing His Cross, one of these birds, they say, 

took one thorn from His Crown, which dyed its 
breast; and ever since that time, robin redbreasts 
have been the friends of man.

Theodora. In like manner, the aspen is said to 
have been the tree which formed the Cross; and 
thenceforth its boughs, as filled with horror, have 
trrmbled crarrlrssly.

Pisuus. It is also believed by the poor that the 
stripes on the shoulders of the ass represent the 
sign of the Cross, in commemoration that on that 
animal our Lord made His final entrance into 
Jeuuaalem.1

Sophron. An example, which in modern times 
would be considered ludccrous, of the manner in 
which our ancestors made external nature bear 
witness to our Lord, occura in what is called the 
Prior's Chamber in the small A^u^gu^^i^^a^ house 
of Shulbrede, in the parish of Ijni^^l^n^ere, in 
Sussex. On the wall is a fresco of the Nativity ; 

and certain animals are made to give their testi
mony to that event in words which somewhat 

or may be suppoedd to resemble, thr-e 
natural sounds. A cock in the act of crowing, 

stands at the top, and a label, issuing from his 
mouth, bears the words, Chrssus natus est. A 
duck inquirees, Quando, quando ? A raven hoarsely 
answers, In hac node. A cow asks, Ubi, ubi ? 
And a lamb bleats out, Hethehhem.

Pisuus. I fear, as you say, that to modern ideas 
such a representation would be rather irreverent 
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than edifynng. In the same way it was, and may 
be still, believed, that if you enter a cowhouee at 
midrnght on Christmas eve, you will find the ani
mals on their knees.

And Shakspere will teil you that
" Some say, that ever 'gainst that season comes 

Wheeenn our Saviour's Birth is celebrated, 
The bird of dawmng croweth all night long.”

Pistüs. A tr^eY symbolism than any of the 
above is, I think, to be foundjn the hatred that 
all ages and nations have borne to serpents. " I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed,” seems to have 
been literally as well as metaphoricaHy fulfilled.

Sophron. The symbolism of the chrysalis and 
the butteffly had been discovered long before the 
fall of paganism, as the Greek name for the 
latter plainly showed. It is a marvellously true 
emblem ; almost sufficient to prove that which it 
represents.

Theodora. It is growing late ; we cannot enter 
on our next subject to-niglit. And we shall find 
it, I think, even more interestnng than that of this 
evening.

Pisuus. Uneess it be through our own faults. 

Good night.
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AERIAL APPARITIONS.

Sophron. It would be a curious subject of in
quiry, why the inhabi-anSs of mountainous regions 
are so much more given to believe in tales of su
pernatural incident, than those who live in the 
flatter and tame parts of the same country.

Pituus. The habit of constant communion with 
nature in her deepest solitude has a necessary 
tendency to make the mind rtvtrertial. With 
such beauty and majesty continuahy before the 
eye, it seems almost to follow, that the power 
which made and sustains all these things must be 
also recognized; a kind of perpetual cdnveste 
with the unseen world is maintarned ; and, when 
nothing of human may be visible in the
course of a long day, the tr^ave^l^e^r naturaHy turns 
his thought to those unseen companions whom he 
believes to be accompanying him. So much for 
the moral grounds. Then for the physical; the 
wonderful phenomena of light and shade; the 
extraordma^ sounds which are famihar to moun
tain ears ; the opening out of a new kind of land
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scape, fantastical beyond the wildest valleys of 
earth—I mean cloud scenery ; the Cours of intense 
stillness; the clra^tnss and brightness of the at
mosphere ; the lightness of the air; the netrssity 
of observing those little signs of approaching 
tempest which a common eye and ear would fail 
to catch; all tCese things may be, io part, tCe 
cause of this—superstitious, to use the modern 
phrase—feeling in mountaineers.

Sophron. And oot only so; but there is no 
doubt that constant association with magnificent 
scenes calls out all the affections of the mind it 
their full fortr. Wi-berfotte, I think, somewhere 
remarks, that he always seemed to love his friends 
better io a mountainous country than any where 
risr; and doubtless it was more than seeming.

Psstus. Sailors also, who, though in a different 
manner, are conversant with the most sublime 
scenes, are naturany credulous of supernatural 
tales. And it is curious that, both io iCtie case 
and in that of mountaineers, this feeling should 
be united with great physical courage; whereas 
soldiers who are, in time of peace, usually im
mured in towns, and, io that of war, are most 
commonly located in flat and uninteresting coun
tries, are given to scepticism rather than super
stition.

Eusebaa. Yet sometimes they will exCUnt great 
srnsitivrnrss to natural strnrry. The German 
troops, who, io the rising of 1745, were advancing 
on could hardly be prevailed on to enter
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the pass of so terrified were they at
the stupendous height of its mountains.

Pisuus. Closely connected with this is the al
most ^^viuicbl^k desire which many persons feel to 
pl'ecL^pLtiíle thrmsrlvrs from the summit of a high 
place. There is a precipice in Sky where tourists 
are usually held by their guides, lest its dizzy 
height should induce them to throw themselves 
over.

Theodora. I should think it probable that 
some, at least, of the suicides committed from the 
top of the Monument, were the effect of the same 
feeling. In nalJrs where the person who thus de- 
ttroyee himself was actuated by no known cause, 

and appeared in good spirits at the time of his 
ascent, it is not only most charitable, but really 
also most likely, that he should have been carried 
away by the frantic desire that most persons, in a 
slight degree, have felt.

Sophron. It is well known that there are 
places in the Alps, and in the Andes, where such 
panics are not unusual, and where they are almost 
certain death. The only remedy in such nalrt is, 

to look up; and if you can do that steadily for a 
few moments you are saved.

Pistus. Yus; if it is into the clear blue open 
sky ; but (I can speak from my own experience) 
there are cans where the looking up makes bad 
worse. If a precipice towers above you on one 
side, white it yawns beneath you on the other, 

the additional height does but dittritt you the
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more ; and if, besides this, light fleecy clouds are 
flitting rapidly over the summit, it is dizzy work 
indeed.

Eusebia. It must be :—t turns the brain to 
stand, on a March day, at the bottom of a church 
tower, and, looking up steadily to the vane, to 
watch it as the clouds drive past it. To do so 
without feeling giddy requires a very steady head 
indeed.

Pistus. I believe that people with the strongest 
nerves have the most dreadful fits of panic when 
they have them at all. I have wandered far and 
wide in the most precipitous places of mountains, 

and never felt it but once. I had a mind to try 
if the Pico do Cidräo, one of the loftiest and, at 
the same steepest mountains of Madeira,

could not be scaled from the Pico dos Amdres. 
It was a fine day in spring: we tethered our 
horses on the Ameires, and then, with our moun
tain poles and a shepherd for guide, we com
mitted ourselves to the narrow isthmus that joins 
the two mountains. Narrow it is ; for on either 
side it slopes down almost perpendicularly into an 
abvss of some two thousand feet, while, at the 
top, it is in many places not more than eight feet 
broad, and its material of crumbling scoria. In 
deed, so thin is it, that it vibrates or seems to 
vibrate in a heavy gale. When we had accom
plished half the distance, we sat down to rest, 
and gaze at the wonderful chasms 5v^^^^c^h opened 
below us. Seeing a small crack in the earth,
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I looked down into that, and lo! the opposite 
chasm was distinctly visible through it. At last, 
however, up ladders of rock, assisted by the shep
herd’s banisters of roughly-spun rope, round 
corners where you trust ed yourself to th.e young 
oak or the sapling til, and hung for a moment 
over a depth that it makes my blood run coid to 
recollect,—now creeping along thiis side of the 
isthmus, now working like worms along that, we 
stood under the shadow of the great Cidrao itself. 
Here, on a little platform of turf my friend sat 
down, weary and sick at heart, whÜe I resolved, 
with a good courage, still to follow my guide. On 
we went: the path was a ledge of about eighteen 
inches,—a steep precipice above, a steep preci
pice below,—all bare rock,—no twining root or 
friendly twig to give the hand a íirm, nor even 
an imagñnary hold. Just then the northern gale 
swept a mass of clouds into the abyss, and it 
seemed as if we were walkñng along the edge of 
the world. I began to feel a litíde uilcomfortable, 
when my guide, by way of consoling me, wrenched 
a large rock from its place, and hurled it down
wards into the clouds. I lost it in that soft bed • 
but half a minute afterwards its crash carne up 
from beneath, echoed from crag to crag, and seem
ing as if it carne from another world. Oh, I shall 
never forget that moment! My brain seemed to 
turn round, my limbs to have no power of sup
port, and I felt that hcrrible desire of leaping 
after the rock, the descent of which I had just

D 
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witnessed. That was my only panic, and I thought 
it would have been my first and last.

Theodora. This, and cases like this, are the 
most undoubted instances where the influence of 
external nature has a visible and physical effect. 
The great question is, to what immediate cause 
are we to attribuee it ?

Sophron. If you ask my opinion, I have long 
believed it to be the immediate effect of temp
tation. The name, panic, proves that the spirit^ 
who were supposdd to haunt wild and lonely 
sceneiy, were also supposed to be gifted with an 
extraordina^ influence over the mind; just as 
in Gothic lore fairies were gifted with the same 
power of deprivmg their unwelcome visitants of 
reason. Now that the evil spirits by which we 
are surrounded should delight in makrng God’s 
works, which in themselves are very good, occa
sions of the misery of man, is extremely likely in 
itself, and consonant with all analogy. We do 
not remember, or we will not believe, that the 
presenee of Christians must make an inroad on 
the powers of darkness; that they cannot exer- I
cise the same influence over mankind in such 
regions, as in wild and lonely mountams, which 
Holy Church can scarcely be said to have vindi
cated ;—almost inaccessible to men,—neededl, to 
the end of the world, to be none of his, to whom
ever else they may be given. By general consent 
there is an intrinsic connexion between night and 
evil. All nations have then thought wicked spirits 
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to have most power :—at nightfall it is, that, by 
universal agreement of mankind, appeaaances 

the other world do almost always occur ; 
aad every oae must have felt how inimtaably 
true is Shakspere,—

” Good tilingas of day begia to droop aad drouse, 
While aight’s fell ageats to their prey do rouse.”

It is from a aatural horror of the dark that cliil- 
drea will cry ia it ; aad the aearer that mea ap
proach to a state of aature, the more do they 
shriak from it as from aa evil thing. You may 
get over your dislike to it, aad so you may to aay 
other ill object ; but from the begianíag of the 
world, allegoricaHy aad physicaHy, it has beea 
coaaected with the idea of sia. A deed of dark- 
aess, aad powers of darkness, carry their meaaiag 
in their face. Oow, it is in its solitude, its aega- 
tive of life aad actioa, its separatioa of maa from 
maa, its iadLividiaalizing- humaa beings, by keep- 
iag each from aiding or beiag aided by his brother, 
—all the features, ia short, in which aight is evil, 
that it resembles the loady sceaes of which we 
speak. True ; there is a brighter side to the pic
ture. Angds may delight ia solitudes uastained 
by sia ; aad peaks like those of Chimboraço aad 
Himaaaya may be, could we oaly hear it, vocal 
with the soags of the just made perfect But 
still it is a solema that the doom has
beea oace spokea, which, till the regeaeratioa of 
the heaveas aad earth by fire, must remaia ia 

d 2 
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some sense in force: "Cursed is the ground for 
thy sake." The Church, we know, has a power of 
reversing this cursee ; but till she has blest, it re
mains and must remain. The sorest temptations 
which the history of the Church can recount, have 
taken place in the desert ; also, I grant you, some 
of the most gloróous victories. We must expect 
the one, we may hope for the other.

Pistus. It seems to me that it is very difficult 
to carry on such speculations without falling into 
one of two dangers: pantheism or materialism. 

A pantheist will grant all you have been saying ; 

he, too, will speak of the ministry of angess, and, 

perhaps, the assaulss of less happy spirita ; but 
then his angels will be the sweet whisper of the 
wind, the brighi contrasts of light and shiade, the 
dewy forest, or the glorious landscape ; whiee his 
ili spirita are but the naturai effects of gloomy 
valleys and frowning rocks ; of barren wastes and 
desolate sands. This doctrine we all reject with 
horror. But, then, is it not to materialize our 
notions of the blessed angels, to imagine them to 
take delight in earthly beauty, they who have so \
gloróous a Land of their own ? And, again, is it 
not to undervalue the strengt^ of our ghostly 
eneméss, to imagine them desirous of,—or stand
ing in need of,—physiaal advantages of situation ?

Sophron. I think not Think only of the 
analogy between the revelation that we have of 
heaven, and the nature, as we know it, of this 
earth. In the first place, none can deny, that after 
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the resurrection and the final judgment, the just 
made perfect will not be, as angels, simply 
spiritual mmces, but be mdowdd, as when on 
earth, with material bodies. Now material beings 
nrcettarily presupppoee a material locality: mate
rial sight would be simply useless unless there 
were material oubstanros to trr, material hearing 
unless there were material sounds to hear. This 
obviates one great objection to what I am saying; 

that the whole apocalyptic description is only the 
lowering of heavenly ideas to earthly minds. 

If a merely spiritual state were being described, 

doubtless it would so be; but when (to say the 
least) much that is material must be mixed up 
with it, the argument vanishes, Consider, again, 

the remark aMe terms in which the abode of the 
elect is mentioned, after the final doom: " a new 
heaven and a new earth." And lest any one 
should think that this is a merely casual expression 
of S. John, (granting that such things might be,) 
S. Peter also, and Isaaah, speak of " new heavens 
and a new earth." If, now, there were no 
analogy between the old and the new, between 
the first and the trnpnd earth, to what purpose 
this particuaar and thrice repeated expression? 

And most remarkabyy is it said, " there was no 
more sea." There is therefore so strong a re 
semblance between the two earths, that the 
abseme of the sea in the srcpnd is thought a 
point wer^l^l^y of note. Therefore, all the varieties 
of natural beauty besides this, it may be pre-
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sumed, still will exist. If of one thing in a 
series it be recorded that it is abolished, the 
natural presumption about the others is, that they 
remain. And, in the mystical descriptions of 
heaven with which Holy Scripture abounds, we 
find frequent reference to the other most ^1!^- 
able components of earthly sceneiy. To trees; 

for there is the Tree of ;—oo mountains ; for
there is the utmost bound of the everlasting 
Hills ;—to lakes, for there the glorious Lord will 
be a place of broad streams ;—to rivers, for there 
is the River of the water of life. Surely it is 
impossible to believe that tCrsr things are purely 
metaphorical; nor can it even be said that the 
expressions are used in a sacramental sense. 

How is it possible to imagine immaterial beauty, 

which bears a close analogy to material, and yet 
is fitted for material beings? And if not, the 
closeness of the similttude between heaven and 
earth is only to be known to those Blessed Ones 
who know even as they are known.

Theodora. Hence, then, you would conclude, 

that if the souls of the righteous may after the 
general resurrection find their Cappitess increased 
by a beauty in all points like the beauty of 
earth, differing from it only in transfiguration or 
beatification, not in spirituaizzatinn ; which souls, 

nevertheless, are not material, though acting 
through a material medium, and are not impaired 
in vigour by their connexion with that medium, 

but on the contrary, derive fresh happiness and 
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excellence from their union, or rather re-union 
with it; then, at this present t^m^e, angelic spirits 
may well be supposed to delight in earthly and 
material loveliness, and that without any mate
rializaron of our notion of those pure and bodiless 
essences.

Sophron. Such is the inference I would draw; 
and with what sanctity does it invest the beauty 
of this world! "Thou hast made him a 
lower than the angels," may thus be time of man, 

not only as regards his own nature, but in some 
degree also as taken in reference to the physical 
subsaanoes by which he is surroundre, and with 
wThich he is brought into contact. That is one 
branch of our difficulty. Now let us consider 
that with referenre to evil spirits. Can it be 
deni^ed that solitude has always expoeed those 
who have sought it to fiercer trmptations ? And 
have they not, as S. Antony, obtained the greater 
glory in overcoming them? Even our Blessed 
Lord Himself was led up into the wilderness, 

before He was assaulted by our great enemy. 

And in such desoíate and gloomy places did the 
demoniacs live,—"always he was in the moun
tains and in the tombs, crying and cutting him 
self with stones." Nor must we pass over the 
fact, that the swine, when permitted to be 
possessed, were vi^o^^r^tsly hurried down a steep 

place into the sea, as if by a remarkabee analogy 
with the desire of self— destruction, to which we 
have just been alluding.
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Theodora. We may draw, then, two conclusione 
from what has been said. The one, that in scenes 
of desolation and loneliness the mind would be 
most likely to be open to supernatural impressions ; 
the other, that in the same scenes such impres
sions would be most likely to be conveyed to the 
mind.

Sophron. We shall find that this is well borne 
out by experience, and that, in many ways, such 
supernatural expressions may be traced, and have 
been recorded.

Pistus. Another observation should also be 
made, namely, that it is in these very situations 
that we may most often be at a loss to deter
mino whether an appearance be supernatural, or 
whether it can be explained on any known prin
cipi.

Sophron. I grant you, it is just here that 
physical phenomena are likely to be most strange. 

Let us endeavour to remember a few examples.

Pistus. The lights which are sometimes seen 
in lonely places are very curious. It is well 
known that in a cross-road near, I think, Lost- 
withiel, in CornwaU, there is a stationaiy light 
which always kincUes itself at night, at the same 
height from the ground, of the same colour, form, 

and size ; neither is there any discoverable physical 
reason, such as a grotto or chasm whence gas 
might issue, by which the phenomenon can be 
explained. It is also well known, that on the 
wildest heights and headlands of Madeira, at 
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night, but especially on stormy nights, lights are 
seen to glance up and down the most inaccesible 
precipices, where the foot of man never has been, 

nor ever, till the general doom, will be; leaping 
from crag to crag over interwemng ravines and 
chines: sometimes almost minglñng with the sea 

rocks, sometimes shooting up to the very brow of 
the clif The fishermen believe them to be 
tormented souls, thus workñng out part of their 
punishment, and testify great horror at the appa
rition.

Sophroo. Such lights have also been obsened 
in places where they would least have been ex
pected. There is a bed-room in Lulworth Castle, 

in where, on a particular spot on the
wall, a pale phclphoric light is always to be seen, 

wh^en the windows are darkened. I have heard, 

that to wake in the stiinness of the night, and to 
see this pale light glaring quietly on you, is a 
most unpleasant thing. And so the proprietors 
thought, for they had the wall pulled down and 
rebuilt, but to no effect: the light appeared again, 

and is to be lrrn there to this day.

Pistus. A man that shall travel much in the 
Highaands, must be hard of belief meree, if he 
do not give credit to the tales which he hrars of 
corpse lights. The beli! is strongest in the 
Hebrides; that a light of about the brightness 
and apparent díamete? of a horn lantern may 
be s^^n, occasionally, to move along the road 
which leads to the church, sometimes stopping, 
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and never going fast. Along this same road, 

within a few days, a funeral, they say, is certain 
to pass.

Theodora. So also the Dee has acquired the 
epithet of "the holy," becauee it is said that, 

whenever a Christian is drowned in its waters, a 
light appears above the place where his body lies, 

till it is recovered.

Pistus. Mr. Dendy, in his very interesting 
Phllosophy of Mystey, tells us, that some years 
ago, the in^h^^hftai^it^ of Borthwen, near Barmouth, 

were surprised by seeing, one night, a number of 
lighss dancing over the estuary of their river. 

Gradually all disappeared but one, and that one 
settled on a boat then, with its owner, in the 
stream. A few days afterwards, her owner was 
lost in her.

Sophron. No one, that has not seen it, can 
imagine how precisely the motions of the appear
ance called Jack-a-Lantern, or Will-o'-th'-Wisp, 

resemble those of a man with a lantern. On a 
wide moor, sometimes it will seem to run very 
fast in a straight line,—then it will stop, as if 
perplexed, and move a few yards backwards and 
forwards, a li^t^tlle higher or a little lower, as if the 
person that carried it were doubtful of his way,— 
then, as having found it, off goes the light again, 

keeping the same height from the ground, and, 

as it were, held steadily. It is almost 
to believe it other than it seems, till (if you know 
the ground) you observe that it has crossed a 
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piece of water, or some quagmire that you know 
to be impassable, and there ends the deception. 

Sometimes, however, these Wills—o'—th'—Wisp are 
stationary. I have myself seen one that would 
make a very pretty picture: standing on a rustic 
bridge that crosses a puny stream near its source, 

where ashes and willows bend over the well-head 
that bubbles up at a little distance, and the long 
grass and the red sorrel skirt its clear basin, 

making a little nook or shrine for the birth-place 
of the stream, I have seen on a dark and cloudy 
night a perfect little sun, shooting out its rays on 
all sides, and hanging immediat^y over the 
fountain. The effect of this fairy light on Ct 
dewy leaves tCat dipped tCrmsrlvrs in the water, 

on the old moss-covered bridge, and on the ripples 
of the stream itself, were very lovely.

Pssuus. Of a less innocent kind was the c^S^- 
bratrd Hariech meteor of 1694. Between Hariech 
and the Caernarvonshire side of tCr Traetti By
chan intervenes a low range of marsh land, run
ning up some way into the country. Just before 
Christmas, 1693, a pale blue light was observed to 
coms across the sea, apparently from the Carmali 
vonsCire coast, and moving slowly from one part 
of the neigCbouruig country to another, to fire all 
the hay-ricks and some of the barns which it ap
proached. It never appeared but at night. At 
first tCr country people wrrr terrified at it; at 
length, taking courage, they ventured boldly close 
to it, and somrtimrs into it, to save, if it might
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be, their hay. As summer came on, instead of 
appearing almost every night, its visits were con
fined to once or twice a week, and almost always 
on Saturday or Sunday. It now began to cease 
from firing ricks, but was hurtful in another man
ner ; for it poisoned all the grass on which it <
rested, and a great mortality of cattle and sheep 
ensued. At length it was traced to a place called 
Morvabychan, in Caernarvonshire, a sandy and 
marshy bay, about nine miles distant from Har
lech. Storm or fine weather seemed to make no 
différence to this meteor ; but any loud noise, as 
shouting, firing guns, blowing horns, appeared to 
prevent its doing mischief. It was seen for the 
last time in the August of 1694.

Eusebia. We must not forget, among the aerial 
apparitions which have bem most noted, those 
well-attested instances of fery armies combating 
in the air, which have preceded battles. Night 
after night, before the destruction of ^ensal^h^m, 

armies were seen fighting in the clouds : no 
one can doubt that this was one of the many 
signs by which the capture of that city was 
foretold.

Pistus. The night befoee the battle of Ivry, not 
only was the combat of two armies seen, in a kind 
of halo of clouds ; but the respective lines of the 
Leaders and the Royaiîsss, nay, even the persons _
of the principal chiefs could be recognized, and 
the white horse on which Henry IV. did such 
deeds of valour was distinguished and obseiwed.
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And this apparition was visible to thousands at 
the same time.

Theodora. Something similar is said to have 
occurred before the persecution of the Waldense’, 

in the seventeenth century. Arnnes were then seen 
in the clouds; strange lummous appiaiaances were 
dbeerved over the churches ; the bells rang with
out mortal hands ; and a blue lambent flame hung 
over the churchyards.

Pittus. I will read you, out of Fox, the signs 
and prodigies which happened before the massacee 
in the Valtelme:—

" The Protestan’s having appointed guards 
and sentinels in the ’teepees of the churches 
of the Valteline, besides others which were 
commanded to watch in certain places, to give 
the sign by fire, to the intent that the whole 
valley, being warned partly by the beacons, 

partly by the sound of the bells, might together 
be ready on the eueetn to take arms for their 
defence against the Spaniard, if he should make 
any incursoon upon the valley. About the calends 
of May, 1620, in Soudres, the foreeaie sentinels 
reported, that in a ni^g^hit, as they watched, they 
heard, in the church of [S,] Cervase, a murmuring 
as it were of many persons, with great earnesnesss 
and vehemency of arguing and contesting among 
themselves ; and from the church there shined 
upwards through the ’teepee a great brightness, 

insomuch as the senti^el^s lgglte^d their torches, 

and assembeee themselves to go down into the 
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church to see what the matter might be. But as 
they were descending down the stairs, their lights 
were put out; and returning afresh to light their 
torches, they were put out again with greater 
strength and with much astonishment and trem
bling ; and the brightness which filled the church 
suddenly vanished ; the weights also of the great 
clock fell down, and they heard about ten knells 
of a bell, in such manner as it useth to ring to 
give the alarm; the which was heard by very 
many.

" Likewise in Tyrane there were heard the like 
knells by the great bell; and the magistrate com
manded them suddenly to go and know the cause; 

but he found that it was not done by the act of 
men ; and instantly the servants running from 
the belfry, and diligentlyy attending to see this 
buiin^ie^, they discerned a thing like a cat to de
scend down into the place.

" Signs and prodigies heard and seen in the 
Valteline after the massaeee, as hath been affirmed 
by divers persons of credit, being departed from 
the said valley, and lying in the Valteline after 
the massaeee. In the Proeestant church, and 
principaHy in Teglio and Tyrane, a voice hath 
been heard to cry,' Woe, woe, woe unto you. The 
vengeance of God is upon you for the blood of the 
innocent.'

" Moreover, there was heard the bell of the 
evangelick church of Tyrane to ring even at the 
same time that the sermon was used to be ; and
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in that church a voice was heard, like the voice of 
Signor Antonio Basso, who sometimes had been 
there a minsster, and was murdered in the said 
place, as if himself had been preaching in the 
same place.

" In Soudres there was seen to descend an army 
from the mountains, every way furnished; which 
sight was the cause that many took their flight 
and departed out of Soudres; but suddenly this 
apparition vanished like a cloud. The which 
struck a great terror into the minds of the people, 
insomuch that many departed out of the valley, 
as men that feared a castigation and punishment 
from heaven"."

Sophron. On the night succeeding the bom- 
baremsnt of Acre, in 1839, coruscations, like 
hieroglyphiccs, were seen by the English crew, on 
the mountains to the east of that town. This 
appearss to bear some resemblance to the preceding 
accounts 2.

Pistus. But the most remar^^^b»!, and at the 
same time one of the most apparently useless 
apparitions of this kind, occurred at Boulogne a 
few year’s since. I have it from an eye-witness. 
An English family, resident there during the 
summer, were walkrng on the terrace before their 
house one afternoon, watching the coming on of 
a magnificsnt thunderstom; and, as was natural, 
the conversation turned on tempetss. Some one

1 Fox, vol. m. p. 406 2 Williams’ Jeuuaalem, p. 179.
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having mention vd thv cvlebratvd storm of Nov.
26, 1703, some of its disastrous effects were 
related. The storm meanwhile came on, and as 
it was unaccompanied by rain, the party stili 
continued out of doors. All at once, an exclama
tion from one of the children caused them to look j ►
up ; and therv, through a kind of broken ellipse 
of clouds, they saw, in fiery characters, the nume
rate, 1703. Nor (as one might say with good S. 
Cyril yesterday) did the phenomenon vanish at 
once. It remained steady long enough to enable 
my informants to attempt a sketch of it. And 
afterwards, when several members of the party 
were requested to sketch it from memory, they all 
formed the num-rals the same way, thus

1703
the 3 being of the old-fashioned kind. So won
derful a story I should not have ventured to 
relate to you, were I not perfectly well acquaintvd 
with those to whom it happened ; and, from the 
number of concurrent wii^^iess^, it is as impossible 
that they should have been deceived themselves, 

as that they should attempt to deceìve others. (
Sophron. Wv shall have, ere long, to consider 

the question of the genvral us^^lc^issiee^ of appaiò 
tions, and whether any argument can bv drawn 
against thvir credibiltty on that score. Your 
story is certai^y a curious one, however. Of 
sudi apparitions, wv must not forget the rvmark- 
able occur-ncve which precedvd thv battle of 
Campo d'Ourique. Count Affonso was warnvd by 
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a vision, the tight before this great engagement, 

which arrested for ever tCr Moorish dominion in 
Portugal, that if Ce went forth when the bell 
sounded for mass on the following morning, he 
should receive a sign of his success from God. 
As Cis Cost numbered but ten thousand men, 
while that of the infidels was computed at thrrr ? 
hundred thousand, he felt that he could scarcely 
be saved unless by a miraculous interference. He 
went forth at the appointed signal. It was a 
cloudy sunrise, and he gazed in vain expectation 
for some few moments. At length a whirlwind 
seemed to arise in the east; the clouds were 
heaped and whiried together in all manner of 
fantastical shapes ; and graduaHy a space of clear 
blue sky presented itself in the midst of them.

It tCis tCe Count beheld the Crucffied Saviour, _ z
and all the Cost of Heaven encircling Him with 
adoration. And at the same time a voice was 
heard promising Cim victory over his foes, the royal 
tifle, and a successoon of sixteen generations to 
inherit his throne. TCis story Cas been tritittlly 
examined by Padre Antonio Pereira, a scholar of 
great and deserveed emineocr in antiqutsies, as 
well as in ecclesiastical ; and the result
of his inquiry is, that there are not sufficient 
grounds in the arguments of objectors to make its 
credibiSiyy at all doubtful.

Theodora. Such appearances as those of the 
great spectre of the Brocken, though strittly natu
ral, must have a most supernatural effect.

E
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Pssuus. They must: I have been witness to 
one such on a smaller scale. I was standing with 
a friend on an African mountain, and gazing into 
an abyss or crater that lay stretched at our feet. 

It was filled with white foam-like clouds, piled up 
orderlessly one on the other. As we looked, the 
sun came out over head, and we saw far below us 
a vast shadow of ourn^elv^, the head encircled 
with a white nimbus, like the glory that sur
rounds the heads of the beatified. Near the same 
spot, a traveller, shortly befoee, had seen himself 
and his horse rvflecVed in the same manner, the 
nimbus surrounding the animal and its rider.

Sophron. Another kind of these aerial appear
ances is spoken of in Germany and in Scotland. 

In Argyllshire there is a belief, that towards 
nightfall an armed band will be seen occasionally, 

riding full speed along the almost precipitous 
sides of mountains accessible but to the goat, or 
to the well-trained mountaineer, but which it 
would be certain death to horse and rider to 
ascend. And as we all know, a belief of the 
same kind prevails in the Harzforest, that in 
the stillness of those vast solitudes a sound will 
sometimes be heard of a hunter's chase,—the bay
ing of hounds, the clatter of steeds, the cheering 
of riders, the windnng of horns; all gradually 
growing louder and nearer, and then, by the same 
gradual steps, dying off into stillness, as if the 
chase were gone by.

Theodora. One can wonder at nothing in such 
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deep forest solitudes in the way of imaginary (if 
imaginayr) sounds. Can any thing material be 
more like spiritual melody than the sighing of a 
pine grove in a summer air—the "soul-like sound” 
of Coleridge ? It seems so to realize and to illus
trate that noble description in Holy Scriptuee 
where David is forbidden to go forth against the 
P^hLils^tjii^^s till he hears " the sound of a going in 
the tops of the mulberry treesas if then an 
angelic battalmn was going forth to battle in his 
behalf.

Pistus. I remember, on a winter afternoon, at 
that most lovely of times, a frosty sunset, I was 
ecsccneing one of the hills near the borders of 
Surrey and Sussex. There was no sensible breeze; 

and as I wound down in^tto the valley, the evening 
sky here and there ruffled into bihows of grey 
splendour, the motionless leaves that strewed my 
path, and the silence of approaching night, were 
very solemn. Presenty1 reached a spot where, 

on my left hand, was a deep cutting through 
sandstone ; and at the top of the bank three firs, 

with not a single branch along their straight 
stems, threw up their heads into the twilight air. 

And from that far-off tuft of branches there came 
down such faint and sweet melody, that I could 
only think with Dr. Donne, " Lord, Lord, what 
delights must Thou have prepared for Thy ser
vants in heaven, if Thou providest such ravishing 
music for bad men on earth !"

Eusebia. The astonishingy supernatural effect 
e 2
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of wind is no where more curious than in ranges 
of open downs, such as lie between Christchurch 
Twynam, and Wimbonie Minster, whicb are dot
ted here and there wi-h aged thorns or stunted 
oaks. As you stand at the bottom of -Ch bill, all 
may be silint ; prisently you hiar an old thorn 
near thi summit rushing and roaring in thi gale, 

thin one a hundred yards to your rigCt will criak 
its branches togetbir, and rustle mori loudly ; 

thin a solitary oak to your lift ; as if eacb, in its 
turn, took up a conversation witb the breeze, and 
complainid of its hard usage.

Psstus. There is nothing mori overpowiring in 
thi way of sound than thi continuai roar of a 
stream ovir a bed of rocks, as you pursui your 
solitaiy way up a mountain glin. It is amusing 
at first, thin it becomes irksome ; thin, as you 
get further and further from thi abodes of man, 

and the pricipices grow wilder, and thi moun
tains darkir, there is sometCing perfectly awful 
in thi voici of the striam ; nor can I conciive 
any tbing mori likily to diprivi a man of bis 
senses than continuai exposure to such a sound in 
such a scene.

E^uj^^bia,. We wire to talk, I tbink, of those 
cases in wbicb storms and bumcanes have been 
suppoidd to prifigure any great change, mori 
espicially tbi diatb of illustnous men.

Sophron. There ari some will-known instances 
of this : Olivir CromwelTs birth, for ixample, 

was attendid by a tremendous tempest ; so also 
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was his death. And there is a curious example 
of a similar kind in the Irish annals. In 1343, 

on the 13th of July, Sir Ralph Ufford came to 
Dublin as Lord Chief Justce of Ireland. The 
weather, which had been cemackably fine that 
summer, immediatdy became foul, and continued 
so during the whole t^m^e that he held that office. 

He oppeeseed the native Irish; he robbed clergy 
and laity; he did injustice to rich and poor. 
After nearly three years' ill government, he died 
universaUy hated; and no sooner was he dead 
than the tempestuous weather ceased, and the 
three years’ continued wet was changed to a 
cloudless season.

Pistus. We are told that at Zurich, in the year 
1280, whde a sermon was being deli^v^ei^e^ at the 
shrine of SS. Felix and Regula, the patrons of the 
church, a tremendous clap of thunder was heard 
in a clear sky, and that some few days after the 
greater part of the city was con^s^u^re^. by an acci
dental fire, and the inhabitant were put under 
the ban of the empire. In the year 1440 a simi
lar clap of thunder was heard in the sa^e town ; 
and was followed shortly after by the civil war 
which Zurich carried on for more than seven 
years against the other cantons.

SOphron. I remember also that before the 
battle fought between the Swiss troops and the 

army, during the time of the Council 
of Basle, under the walls of that city, for several 
nights strange noises are said to have been heard 
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round and upon the spot of the future engage
ment, the cries of wamoss, and the shock of 
armiesl.

1 Felix MaUoolss, de Nobilit. cap. 26. 33.

Psstus. Voices, too, heard in lonely places, are 
frequently recorded. At the moment that Leo of 
Constantmopee was slain, the crew of a ship at 
sea heard the words, " This night hath Leo been 
murdered." What more magnificent, too, than 
the voice which was heard from the deep solitude 
of the Holy of Hoiies, at that last 
" Let us depart hence !"

Theodora. The Arabs believe that, in the Wil
derness of Sin, at the time of matins, a bell may 
be heard as if summoning to prayer, and that this 
has been the case ever since the Crusades.

Sophron. If from this we turn our attention to 
celestial phenomena, properly so called, we shall 
find no small weight of Scriptural authority for 
expounding them, as being connected in some 
mysterious manner with "the changss and chances 
of this mortal life." It can hardly be without 
some further intent than that of a mere metaphor, 

that signs in the sun, and moon, and stars are so 
often coupled with distress of nations, with wars 
and rumours of wars. " The sun shall be darkened, 

and the moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heaven shall be shaken." "And there shall be 
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the 

I
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stars, and upon the earth distress of nations with 
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring." And 
again how often in the Apocalypse: “The sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became as blood: and the stars of heaven fell 
unto the earth, even as the fig-tree casteth her 
untimdy figs, when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind." And again, "The third, part of the sun 
was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and 
the third part of the stars: so as the third part of 
them was darkened." And in accc^i^dnn^ with 
all this, we know it to have been the opinion of 
the medieval Church, that the last Judgment 
would be p^i^^<^^<ddd by fifteen days of peculiar 
celestial prodigees.

Psstus. That comets have appeared before great 
events is a thing which is hardly capable of proof, 
because it will be immediately and most truly 
answered, that some of the most remarkabee 
comets have announced nothing at all. I am not 
aware that the comet of 1680 is capable of ex
planation in the way of prophecy, nor is that of 
1843. The former of these had appeared thrice 
before within the annals of history. It was the 
same that was seen i^m^n^e^da^i^ety after the death 
of Julius Ctesar; that appeared again in the reign 
of Justinian, before the most terrific plague which 
history records; that a third time manifested 
itself during the heat of the Crusades. All these 
three apparitions have not unnaturaHy been con
nected with the remarkabee evenss by which they 
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were attended; not to mention that a previous 
apprtrantr of the same comet very probably ac
companied, if it did not ottasoon, the flood.

Sophron. And (what must have been at least 
as striking as tCs comet) you should notice the 
remarkable p^ae^ns^ of tCe sun which accompa
nied the comets of Juhus Cesar and Justinian.

Theodora. Again, we are told that the comet 
which appeared before the great plague of Lon
don was pale, sickly, and ghastly ; that its motion 
was slow and that it glared with a drath-iiks 
palensss ; whsrsas that which pr^i^<3t^(Sed the Fire, 
was of a bright fiery radilLnte, rapid in its coure, 
angry looking, and very tei’ii-bi^^ It was reputed, 
also, to hang like a drawn sword over the devoted 
city.

I^istiss. That, however, can hardly fail to be 
fancied by any spectator. I wa^i Porttgtal when 
ths great comet of 1843 appeased, which you Cere 
in England scarcely saw; but there it was mag
nificent, and I should think nearly equal to that 
of 1680. I can assure you that to see it night 
after night Cang over the city in which I was 
living, quite gave the idea of the sword of Divine 
vrngrantr threatening it.

Sophron. After all, what more astonishing in 
the belief that comess should prefigure danger, 
than in that, which we know to bs the fact, that 
certain phases of the moon, or crises of the rsvoou- 
tion of the earth, do not only prefigure, but actu
ally occasoon, the changes of tCe condition of



AERIAL APPARITIONS. 57

human bodies ? We all know that, in dying per
sons, if the hours of twelve, three, six, or nine be * J
passed, we expect the sufferer to linger on to the 
next critical time. At the same time, also, the 
crises of diseaees generally occur; and sailors have 
a belief, if a comrade is dying, that he cannot 
pass till the time of high water. Again, it is also 
clear, that the change of the moon has a great 
influence on the symptoms of madmen: who will 
venture to explain why ?

Eusebia. It is getting late; and we are ap
proaching a very interesting part of our subject: 

shall we postpone it till to-morrow night ?

Sophroo. We will do so.



NIGHT IV.

WARNINGS OF APPROACHING DEATH.

Sophron. We have need, again and again, to re 
mind ourseVves, as we pursue this discussion, that 
what has been superstitiously exaggerated may, 

nevertheless, be credibly believed. Nothing more 
ludicrous, nothing more vulgar, nothing more 
pitiable, than the credit which sorne attach to 
omens ; and verily I believe that Satan is sorne- 
times permitted to wrify one or two, that the 
sin of believers in such kind of signs may bring 
its own punishment.

Pistus. I think so too : there are well-authen
ticated stories of the most absurd having
been proved true by the event, in a way which 
can hardly be the eflect of chance, but which may 
thus be very plausibly, if not probably, explained.

Sophron. I will give you an instance. Whio 
can e^y^po<eve that the vulgar ideas of the appeaa- 
ance of certain birds portending certain w^^nte, is 
any thing more than gross superstition, and, as 
such (unless through i^^v’in<iibk ignorance), a mor- 
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tal sin? Yet I knew a gentleman to whom a 
most remarkabee example of a fulfiieed omen oc
curred. He was out with his wife on their wed
ding tour, when, behold ! six magpies appeared 
together. “Well," said my friend, smiling, "we 
know the old saw—

" One for sorrow, two for mirth, 
Three for a funeral, four for a birth.’

So, on that principee, we ought to hear of two 
funerals." " I suppose we ought," continued the 
lady, and nothing more was said on the subject; 

but they had not driven on more than a few 
moments, when a man rode towards them at full 
speed, and reined in his horse as he approached 
the chaise. " What’s the matter ?" demanded my 
friend. “A most shocking thing has just occurred," 
replied the man. " Two of Mr.----- ! sons (who
live over there),"" and he pointed to the place, 

" have just been drowned in a pond in the park ; 

they are using all the means to bring them round, 

and I am riding to----- for the surgeon." With
which he struck spurs into his horse, and galloped 
on. And as my friend was accustomedd, very justly, 

to observe, not the least —oneerful part of the 
story is, that a perfect stranger should, apparently 
without any definite cause, have stopped to re
late the accident then.

Pistus. We ought to look on such an event as a 
trial of the faith of the person to whom it hap
pened. And no doubt your friend was bound, if 
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ever he again saw six or sixty magpies, to l00k 
on the appearance as perfectly meaningless and 
harmless ; and in this way to make good the 
cause of faith against superstition, no less its 
deadly foe than scepticism.

Theodora. You do not class with this story 
such remarkabde accounts as those given by Lord 
Clarendon about the death of the Duke of Buck
ingham and the Earl of Pembroke ?

Pssuus. Assuredly not. We have good evidence 
for them: and I ask only for such evidence as 
would warrant my believing any tale against 
which an antecedent improbabiiky lay.

Eusebia. But what are the accounts ? I do not 
remember them.

SOphron. I will read you that given by Mr. 
Douch with respect to Sir George VilKers, rather 
than Clarendon's, because it seems more exact; 

and you can look at the other at your leisure any 
day. "Some few days before the duke's going
to Portsmouth, where he was stabbed by Felton, 

the ghost of his father, Sir George Vilieers, ap
peared to one Parker, formerly his own servant, 
but then servant to the duke, in his morning 
gown, charging Parker to tell his son that he 
should decline that employment and design he 
was going upon, or else he would certainty be 
murdered. Parker promised the apparition to do 
it, but neglected it. The duke making prepara
tions for his expedition to Rochehe, the appari
tion came again to Parker, taxing him very se
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verely for his breach of promise, and required 
him not to delay the acquainting of his son of 
the danger he was in. Then Parker the next day 
tells the duke that his father's ghost had twice 
appeared to him, and had commanded him to give 
him that warning. The duke slighted it, and told 
him he was an old doating fool. That night the 
apparition came to Parker a third time, saying, 

c Parker, thou hast done well in warning my son 
of his danger; but, though he will not yet believe 
thee, go to him once more however, and tell 
him by such a token/ naming a private token, 

' which nobody knows but only he and I, that if 
he will not decline this voyage, such a knife as 
this is,' pullnng a long knife out from under his 
gown, ‘ will be his death.' This message Parker 
also delivered the next day to the duke, who 
when he heard the private token believed that he 
had it from his father's ghost, yet said that his 
honour was now at stake, and that he could not 
go back from what he had undertaken, come life, 

come death. These three several appeaaances of 
the apparition to Mr. Parker were always at mid
night, when he was reading some book. This 
fact Parker, after the duke's murder, communi
cated to his fellow-servant, Henry Ceeley, who 
told it to a reverend divine, a neighbour of mine, 

from whose mouth I have it. This Henry Ceeley 
has not been dead above twenty years, and his 
habitation for several years before his death was 
at North Cerney, in Somersetshire. My friend,
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the divine aforesaid, was an intimate acquaint
ance of this Henry Ceeley's, and assuees me he 
was a person of known truth and integrity." 
That is the story; and the only circumstance 
which seems suspicious about it is easily to be 
explained. It would appear that Parker did not rw
communicate the apparition to Ceeley till after 
the duke's murder: but it would also appear that 
other people had been told of it before. Claren
don, so much used to investigate evidence, was so 
much convinced of this story as to insert it in 
his history. It may also be seen at much greater 
length in " LlUy's Observations on the Life and 
Death, of King Charles I.:" not that this is any 
testimony to its truth.

Euseeia. And yet how many difficulties arise, 

unless you make it a mere question of evidence! 

How much more natural, one should say, how 
certainly much more effectual, would it have been 
had Sir George Viliiers appeared to his son, rather 
than to his servant! Strange, too, that if he 
could foresee his son's death in the event of going, 

he could not foresee his son's determination to 
go!

Pistus. What are we, that we should presume 
to decide on the various causes that may operate 
on the motives, or limit the knowfedge of a spi
ritual visitant ? You may reject a great number 
of historical facts, if you once take to tliat spedes 
of reasoning. The story of jPoeeph will fall to the 
ground at once. Why did he not, you may ask, 
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send some one into Canaan to gather 
of his family, instead of waiting twenty years and 
more till Providenee brought them to him ? And 
who can answer the question? It does seem, I 
confess, as if ^Iis phantom had taken the least 
likely means for accomplishing its im^m^e^daite 
end: but who shall say that there were not other 
ends to be answered by this roundabout method 
of communication ? Certainly the unwillignness 
of the messenger is a strong proof that he was 
convinced of the truth of his own tale.

Sophron. In other versions of the story it is 
added that Sir George Vilieers commanded Parker 
himself to prepare for death and that he accord
ingly shortly afterwards did die. The death of 
the Duke of Bucknngham was also foretold by a 
Scotch seer, and darkly foreshadowed by a dream 
of the Countess of Denbigh, his sister.

Theodora. The other story is one of a more ordG 
nary kind. I will read it you from Clarendon. 
“A short story may not be unfitly inserted, it 
being very frequently mentioned by a person of 
known integrity, whose characters here under
taken • to be set down and who, at that time, 
being on his way to London, met at MaideilJlsead 
some persons of quality of relation or dependncice 
upon the Earl of Pembroke, Sir Charles Morgan, 
commonly called General Alorgan, who had com
manded an army in Germany, and defendod 
Stoad, Du Feild, then Bishop of S. I>a^vrn'^% and 
Dr. Chafin, the earl's then chaplain in his house,
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and much in his favour. At supper one of them 
drank a health to the lord steward, upon which 
another of them said, ' That he believed his lord 
was at that time very merry, for he had now 
outlived the day which his tutor, Sandford, had 
prognosticated upon his nativity he would not 
outlive ; but he had done it now, for that was his 
birthday, which completed his age to fifty years/ 
The next morning, by the time they came to Cole
brook, they met with the news of his death."*

Pistus. The story of Lord Lyttelton is in all 
respecss similar. He was warned, he asserted, by 
a ghost, that on such a day, at twelve o'clock, he 
should die. The announcement preyed on his 
spirits ; and his friends on the fatal day assem
bled to see the event. It was suggesedd to put 
the clock back, which was done ; but at the 
true mid-day Lord Lyteetton died. I should think 
more of this story did I not fear that there were 
grounds for believing that Lord Lyttelton was 
determined to take poison, and thus had the 
means of accomplishing a prediction which he 
feigned for the purpose of giving his death a kind, 
of notoriety.

EuSebia. The case might also have been so 
with Lord Pembroke ; or, in both instances, ex
cessive terror may have verified the prediction.

Sophron. Here is an instance of the same 
thing in which neither solution will serve. At 
tot of Marlborough's battles, I think that of 
Ramlllíes, a young officer was engaged who had
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been intimate with Sir John Friend. I need not 
remind you that the latter was executed by Wil
liam of Orange for adherence to the interests of 
the exiled family. He assured his friends that 
he should not survive the battle. At its con
clusion, while the allied horse were pursuing the 
remains of the enemy, a knot of his acquaintance 
rallied him on his despondency, and congratulated 
him on his safety. " You speak," he replied, "as 
you think. I shall die yet." Scarcely had he 
said the words when the last cannon-ball fired by 
the vanquished army laid him dead on the spot. 

In his pocket was found a slip of paper, with 
these words, after a certain date: " Dreamed, or 
------------/' (the blank was suppoeed to be in
tended for " was told by a spirit,") " that on May 
22, 1706, Sir John Friend meets me." On that 
May 22 the battle of Ramnliees was fought.

Pittus. To this story, if properly authenticated, 

no reasonable objection can be offered. It is not 
often that one has written evidence of a presenti
ment of this kind.

Sophron. I suppose no one can doubt that 
simple presentiments—I mean. such as could have 
no reason assigned for them—of death or misfor
tune, have occurred again and again.

” The shadows
Of great events pass on before the events, 
And in to-day already walks to-morrow.”

An example of this came under my own know-
F 
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ledge. A lady residing in the north of Sussex 
had occasoon to leave her family for a few days, 

and to go up to London. One morning she was 
seized with an unaccountable and most distressing 
depression of spirits (her bodily health being pee- 
fectly good), which nothing seemed capable of 
alleviating or diverting. Her friends did all in 
their power to console her; but she repeated 
several times, " I am sure that some great misfor
tune is going to befal me." They persuaded her 
to join the rest of the family at dinner, and then 
proposed that she should go to the opera. She 
was most unwilling to do this, and every hour 
seemed to increase her agitation. Her friends, 

however, insisted ; and she was going up stairs 
to dress, when a thundering knock was heard 
at the hall door. " I told you," she cried, " that 
I should recevve some dreadful intelligence; and 
there it is." She was right: an express had 
been sent up to inform her that one of her chil
dren had been drowned in a pond in her garden. 

But such preelntimlrts have generally been sup
posed to occur principany just before death ; as if 
the soul, when about to fling away her earthly 
trammels, became reposseseed of somewhat of her 
own higher power, and, as WaHer so beautiful^ 
express it,

" The soul’s dark cottage, battlcee and decayed, 
Less in new light through chinks that time has made."

The ancients held this strongly; none more so
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than Plato. Just before the death of Socrates he 
foretold, says his disciple, that a youth, then pos
sessed of singular innocence and modesty, would 
end by abandoning himseff to all manner of 
wickedness. And the event proved his words. 

Possidonius in like manner affirms, that a certain 
f^ln^da^n, on his death-bed, predicted truly, with 
regard to six of his friends whose ages were nearly 
equal, who would be the first, who the second, 

and so on till the last, to die. These stories at 
least prove the feeling of the ancients on the 
subject. The prophecy of Huss is undoubted 
matter of history, and allowed by CathoHcs as 
well as by writers of his own sect. Just before 
the fatal pile was kindted (July 8, 1415), "To
day," he said, " you are going to burn a goose (so 
HUss signified in Bohemian); but a hundred 
years hence a swan will rise amongst you, and 
will sing you another kind of song; and yet, for 
all that, ye will let him go." Many persons, as 
every physicaan will tell you, have, during their 
last illness, foretold the exact hour of their de
parture. Christian of Denmark did so to his
physician, Dr. Cornelms. James Sartenari, an 
astronomer of eminence, and physic-an to the 
emperor Rudopph II., foretold, on the second of 
December, 1589, that he should die on the tenth ; 
and so it came to pass Thurneissen, also an astro
nomer of reputation, foretold his own death at 
Cologne, and requested to be buried by the side 
of Ubertus Magnus; which was done aicoid- 

F 2
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ingly'. One of the most extraordina^ instances 
of such knowledge in modern times, was this. 

Lady Fanshawe's mother was sensed with an iiniess 
which was believed to be mortal. She was ex
ceedingly anxious to live, for the sake of supeer 
intending the education of her family; and several 
times, referring to the case of Hezekiah, prayed 
that her life might be spared, as his was, for fif
teen years. She fell into a swoon or trance, which 
was at first believed to be mortal. On coming to 
herself she assured her friends that her prayer 
had been heard ; that she should recover; and 
that her lffe would be prolonged fifteen, but only 
fifteen years. And so it was.

Pittus. And so there are certain marks by 
which approaching death is supposed to be inti
mated to the friends of the person about to be 
taken away. One of the most common is the 
sudden change of a man's personal character, 

from lightheartedness to gloom ; and more fre
quently still, from gloom and habitual taciturnity 
to excessively high and boisterous spirits. Then 
it is that, according to Scotch belief, a man is said 
to be " feyand in many naeve of sudden death, 

the credenee has been strangely verified.

Sophroo. That change, whether of personal or 
physical qualities, is a very wonderful thing, if 
taken as a warning or inti matinn of the time 
when there can be no more change. Yet it is a

i
1 Kioanmaanes, de Mirac. Mort. iv. 100.
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belief as old as the Greek physicians, that some
times, a few moments before death, the face of the 
sufferer will assume a likeness to that of some one 
of his most intimate friends; a thing for which 
no plausiHe reason can be given. Other signs 
there are of approaching death, which at first 
sight seem to have no connexion with it/ but 
which yet admit of a very satisfactory explana
tion. Such is the pulling and picking of the bed
clothes, so well known to be an unmistakeaHe 
sign of dissolution. To an ignorant person this 
symptom seems quite arbitrary; but it is easily 
explained, as merely showing that the nervous 
system is entire!' worn out.

Eusebia. I think all those dark mysterious 
gtim^p^^c^s given us of the other state when it 
borders on this, like the rim of the dark half 
of the moon that sometimes makes itself visile, 

are very solemn. That persons, in the act of 
departing from thss world, do become sensible 
of the presence of spiritual beings, is surely 
certain. And I often think, what a marvellous 
moment that must be, when a dying man obtains 
the first faint conscooumess of the existence of a 
world of spirits.

Sophron. Wondefftd indeed ! And yet perhaps 
it may be by no forced transition. You go into a 
room that appeara to you perfectly dark ; you stay 
a few moments, and graeually you become sen
sible to surroundmg objects; and finally you see 
with perfect clearnesss : and yet at no one moment
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are you sensible that you are passing from dark
ness to light. I will give you another example of 
the facultees of a sick person being supernaturaHy 
developdd by the approach of death. A young 
lady, whoee friends I knew, was in the last stage 
of a consumption. Two of her sisters had been d

previously carried off by the same diseaee. She 
had also a brother in India, who, by the last ac
counts received, was well in health and successful 
in busms&k Two female relatives were sitting by 
the dying girl, one on either side of the bed, and 
each holding one of her pale emaciated hands in 
their own. Suddenly she raised herself in the 
bed, and looking towards its foot, exclaimed, her 
whole face brigheenmg with joy, " Oh, Gert^^u^c^e 
and Jane !" (the sisters whom she had lost) " and 
dear, dear Willie !" (the brother who was in India.) 
They were the last words she spoke. Shortly 
afterwards, inteliignnee arrived from India that 
the brother in question had also been taken away, 

and that previously to the death of his sister. 

Now, to my m^^r^d, this is one of the most satisfac
tory stories of the kind that I ever heard. To be 4
sure, your rationalist may account for it easily 
enough, by hinting that to a dying person, when 
the mind is bcgmning to fail, nothing is more 
natural than that the appeaannee of some of those 
whom he has most loved should present itself. 

But if you look at it in the other light—if you 
conrldee that, d priori, there is no unlikeHoodd in 
the thought that the spirits of the departed faith
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ful may be allowed to tend the death-beds of 
departing friends-how simple and how beautiful 
is the whole!

Pituus. The nearest approach that man has 
ever made to the invssillee world is probably in 
those persons who, having been to all appearance 
drowned, have been recoveedd on the use of the 
proper means. And what is singular is this ; 

by all accounts, after the first short struggle is 
over, there is perfect 0^500^^88, but no pain. 

It is said that every action of past life is borne in 
upon a drowning man's mind with perfect clear
ness ; all rush on his memory together, yet each 
distinctly; and if there be any suffering, it is 
entirely the moral pain which may result from 
that retrospect; for there is no physical anguish. 

On the contrary, the prevailing sensation is an 
indescribable calm, accompanied by a pleasant 
green light, they say, like green fields: the agony 
begins with the attempt at resuscitation. It is 
believed that a gentleman, who occupees a dis- 
tingushhed place in scientific literature, and who 
is said to have been longer under water than 
any one who has ever been brought back to life, 

also, in a more remarkable degree than any one 
else, saw something of those " unspeakable things 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter." His 
intention, it is asserted, was to leave some account 
of them, which should appear as a posthumous 
work ; but his friends, perhaps wisely, eissuaded 
him from it.
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Sophron. I have heard the story. And so, in 
the very instant of violent deaths, the sympathy 
between soul and body has sometimes been 
strongdy manfi^estel Charles XII of Sweden, 
when struck by a cannon-ball, at the siege of 
Fredericksliall, must have been a dead man at that ,
infinietsiimal point of time at which he felt the 
blow ; yet he was obsened to clap his hand on 
his sword. So again, at the execution of Char
lotte Corday, for the murder of Marat, when the 
headsman lifeed up the head by its long hair, and 
gave it a blow the face is said to have changeed 
colour and to have frowned.

Pistüs. Ihe most curious instance I have heard 
of a warning of death, occureed in a family who 
are not alfogefher unknown in the theological 
world. A young lady, whom we will call Miss A., 
was watcbîng what was suppoedd to be the death
bed of her father. Most of the family were
assembled in the house ; for the physicians had 
given it as their opinion that Mr. A. had not long 
to live ; but one brother was at Eton. One night, 
Miss A. er,eamee that she was sit^ttir^g by her >
father^ side, and that ail the family, includîng 
this absent brother, were in the room. A figure, 
exacdy like the modern representation of death, 
a skeleton, with a dart, enteeed the room. Seeing 
Mr. A., it grappled with him ; he opposed his 
spiritual antagonist ; and a long and fearful 
struggle ensued. At length Mr. A. seemed to 
prevail, and to fling his enemy to the ground.
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On this the speciee started up, seized the brother 
I have mentioned, and after a short contest, 
brought him down. From that night Mr. A. 
continued to rally, till he was restored to perfect 
health ; and the next post, or next but one, came 
intelligenee that the brother at Eton had been 
drowned in the Thames near Windsor.

Theodora. How difficult to explain this on the 
ordinary principee of explaining away superna
tural occurrences! That Mass A. had been hoping 
her father might yet recover ; had been comfortt 
ing herself with the recollection of instances in 
which cases apparently as hopeeess had termii 
nated favourably; had been thinking (as, the 
explainer would say, she very naturany might) of 
her absent brother; had been recollecting the 
dangers to which a boy at a public school is 
liable; and had by an easy confusion, and by 
means of a somewhat excited lmagination, com
pounded a dream out of all these various thoughts, 

which dream, by a not unlikely coincidence, was 
actually true.

Psstus. Yes; and the interpjretcr of this coin
cidental arrangement would enunciate his dis
covery with as much gravity as if it were not 
much harder of belief than the eupsrnaiuralism 
of the original story.

Sophron. And yet how useeess the interference 
here. Useesss, I mean, to our ideas.

Psstus. There are, however, accounts of such 
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interferences which Cave manifestly their uss. 
We know the tale of the German prince, who, in 
a full career of wickedness, dreamed that an angel 
appsarsd to him with a scroll, on which were in
scribed the words, after seven. He awoke in 
horror, thinking that Cis life was doomed, and 
that seven days or seven weeks would end it. He 
set himssff in earnest to the work of rrprntantr : 

seven days passed, and Ce continued in good 
hrtltC ; seven weeks,—still no change; seven 
months,—and Ce was perfectly himself: then Ce 
ttiougCtt that seven years must be meant. TCs 
seven years passed, and Ce found himssff raised 
to the im^^t^li^£d throne.

Theodora. TCs mercy of such an ambiguous 
warning is Cers evident. But, perhaps, in the 
same way we may explain those in which the 
prediction Cas not bssn fuifiiied.

Sophron. Of which, perhaps, the most remiak- 
able instancs is that which Cappsnsd to the late 
Dr. Isaac Milner. His biographer gives the foil 
lowing account: " Some time before Cis tppoonti 
ment to the deanery of Carlisle, Dr. Milter 
dreamed that he was led by a friend through 
the different apartments of a large rambling old 
housse, which Ce was given to understand would 
shortly belong to himseff. After showing Cim 
stvrrtl rooms, Cis conductor opened a door which 
proved to be the entrance to a steep stone s^Is^- 
cause, and desired him to ascend. He did so ; and 
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on turning the corner at the top this flight of 
^eps, was suddenly arrested by the sight of a 
tombstone, bearing the inscription,

Here lieth 
The Body of 

Isaac Mionrr, 
Who died

A. D.

When, happily for himseff, he could not discover; 

for in the extremiyy of his eager effort to read 
the date of the year, which he perceived was 
given, he awoke. This dream, striking as it was, 

gradually faded from Dean mind, and
would probably in time have been entirely for
gotten, but for a circumstance which strangely 
and forcibly recalled it to his recollection. On 
going over his deanery for the first time, in com
pany, I think, with Dr. Paley, a door was thrown 
open which discovered a steep flight of stone steps 
leading to the tower, and so exactly resembling 
those which he had evva in his dream, that, as he 
always declared, when induced to mention the 
circumstance, he absolutely feared to ascend and 
turn the corner at the top, so strong was the 
impressoon that the tombstone would appear. 

Nor did he ever ascend that staircase with per
fect indffeercnce""

Pittus. I know another singular example. A

1 Milner's Lffe, p. 101. 
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gentleman, whom I will call Mr. B., engaged in a 
large business in London, dreamed—I will not 
pretend to give you the exact dates, but only an 
approximation to them—that his wife would die 
on the 9th of September in the following year, 
and he himself on the 11th of October in the year 
succeeding that. He did not, I believe, pay much 
attention to the intimation ; but towards the end 
of August his wife was taken ill, and actually 
died on the fatal 9th of September. Mr. B. now 
considered his own decease as certain, and sold 
his business at a great loss ; took a cottage in the 
vicinity of town, and prepared for death. How
ever, the day passed, and he found himself very 
well. When he had learnt to believe that the 
prediction would not be verified in him, he was 
much at a loss what to do in the way of business, 
he having given up all connexion with that to 
which he had been educated.

Sophron. There are some instances which one 
can hardly believe to have been more than coin
cidences. Such is that which Sir Walter Scott 
relates in his journal of Dubuison, a celebrated 
dentist of Edinburgh. Dr. Blair, the day before 
his death, met him, and made use of a peculiar 
expression to him. Some time after, Lord Mel
ville met him on the same spot, and made use of 
the same expression. ^He died the next day. On 
this Dubuison said—in jest, however—“I shall be 
the next, I suppose.” + He went home, was taken 
suddenly ill, and died almost immediately. An
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other such is ecIorddd in the parish register of 
Garthoqee church, in I^ein^s^^^^:^í^llid^. A poor 
man presented himself for the purpose of being 
married; but, instead of the words, " I take 
thee to my wedded wife, to have and to hold 
from ih.ir day forward," he could only be pre
vailed on to say, "to have and to hold tiZZ this 
day fortnight." That day fortnight he died. 

And a IolaIidcncc of another kind 0ICuered at 
the destruction of the Royal E-iciianiee by fire. 

At twelve o'clock on that night, the chimes struck 
up, for the last time,

" There^ nae luck about the house,
There’» nae luck at a’.”

Theodora. This naturaEy introduces the con
sideration of those nardr where persons, in a 
nervous state, have fancied themselves to have 
received such intimaionns of death, and have 
actually fallen ill from the terror and anxiety 
which such imaginayy revelations oIIasiondd. 
And these are not unusual cas^^ nor are there 
wanting many instances in which, by the use of 
opium or some similar method, the fatal hour 
has been safely passed, whiee the patient, on 
awaking, has had no further eecollcItion of the 
past, than as a hornbee dream, gone by for ever

Psstus. There is a curious Cornish story of a 
warning of death which very probably is only a co
incidence, but which was at the time and in the 
place believed to be something more than this
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A gentleman, in the north-western part of that 
county, had a portrait of hmiself taken, w’h.i<^h he 
caused to be hung over his di^ii^g-room chimney
piece. One day, without any assignable cause, 

the picture fell down, and the portrait received 
a blow on one side of the forehead, which tore the 
canvass. A few hours after, the gentleman in 
question was riding out, when his horse fell, and 
threw him ; he received a blow on thè identical 
spot of his own forehead, and died almost imme
diately.

Eüsebiia. I have read another curious Cornish 
tale. When a man, whose whole course of life 
had been marked by the most flagitious atrocities, 

was lying on his death-bed, near S. Ives, a black 
ship, with black sails, was observed to stand in to 
the bay, into shallows where seamen felt well 
convin^d no ship of that apparent burden could 
float. At the moment the soul passed from the 
body, the vessel stood out again ; nor was it ever 
seen more.

Sophron. A curious mistake made in the Pro
clamation of Charles I. was afterwards received as 
an omen. The herald, instead of the “rightful 
and .ineubtaabie,” called him the " rightful and 
d^t'aiilee heir” to the crown. In like manner 
there were, as we all know, believed to be some 
curious wamings attending Archbìshop Laud’s 
couree. It was the day of thè Decohatoon of 
S. John the Baptist, as he expres^y notes in 
his diary, that he was chosen Head of S John^ 
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College ; and when the Head of S. Johns pe
rished by a similar end, the thing was remem
bered x And a short time before his imprison- 
mvat, he writes thus: " At night, I dreamed that 
my father, who died forty-six years since, came to 
me; and, to my thinking, he was as wel^l and 
cheerful as ever I saw him. He asked me, What 
I did here ? And after some speech, I asked him, 

How long he would stay with me ? He answered, 

He would stay till he had me away with him. I 
am not moved with dreams ; yet I thought fit to 
remember this.”

Pistus. I do not know whether one can say 
that Laud was not moved with dreams ; at least 
he has left a good many of his own recorded.

Sophron. Yes ; and hardly any, it would appear, 
attended with important results. We have not 
spoken of the nreei^b)iLlt^^ of* dreams, nor is this 
the place to do so. But, whiee we are on the 
subject of fore-warnings of danger, I will relate 
two dreams, both of which were in^^t^ru^m^^nall in 
preserving the person to whom they appeared from 
harm The first happened at Edmburgh, where 
the story made some aoiev. A party had bvva 
ffrmve for the purpose of going in a ^^lin^g-boat 
to Inch-Keith, and among those invieed was a 
young man who was staying at the time at the 
house of his uncle and aunt in the city. The 
night before the intvndve expedition, the aunt 
awoke in terror, and told her husband that she 
had ereamve of the death of her nephew who, 
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she said, would be drowned on the morrow's 
expedition, if he persisted in going. Her husband 
merely laughed at her, rscommeeded her to put 
her superstition out of her head, and to go to 
sleep. She did so; and the same dream pre
sented itself again to her mind. Again she 
mentioned the thing to her husband; and he, 

though beginning to think the dream somewhat 
remark aMe, advised her to iompose herself. .She 
went to sleep again; and the third time she had 
the same dream. Now thorougHy terrified, she 
requested her husband to go to his nephew, and 
ask him, as a great favour, from her, to stay at 
home on the next day. The uncle, with many 
apologies for his w^i^^Ej’s timidity, did so; and the 
young man with some little reluctance conseneed 
to stay. Never morning broke more glorious^ 
than the next; and much good humoured banter 
passed between aunt and nephew at the breakfast 
table, and during the couree of the forenoon. 

But about four o'clock in the afternoon, one of 
the most violent squalls arose that was ever re- 
membeedd in Edmburgh; the boat then return
ing from Init-Kelit went to the bottom, and 
every soul on board her was lost. No one ever 
denied the fact of the dream: of course, as to 
the cause of it,

Inverse men diversS thing^s said,

as Chaucer speaks. The other tale to which I 
referred is hardly less curious. A married lady 
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of my acquaintance dreamed that she was com
pelled one Sunday to stay at Come, while the 
rest of Cer family went to church ; that the house 
was one which she Cad never seen before; that 
she heard a knock at the door, and went to open 
it; that a man of most ill favoured appearanee 
entered, and began to insult Cer, on which she 
awoke in terror. Some time after, she removed 
trmportrily to anotCsr house; and ft so fell out 
that one Sunday she stayed at Come Cerself, in 
order that the rest of Cer family might be able 
to go to church. WCslS there alone, she hetre a 
knock at the front door and there being no one 
else in the house, went down to open it. When 
she had reached the hall, tCs remembrance of Csr 
dream flashed in an instant across Csr mind, yst 
she Cad not sufficient faith in it to Cssitate about 
opening tCs door SCe did so; and behold! 
there stood a ma— the exact counterpart of Cim 
whom she Cad seen io her dream. SCe shut tCs 
door in Cis face, locked and bolted it, and awaited 
tCs return of her family in great agitation. TCs 
man ( whoever Ce wa^) could not be found. Now 
that this was a providential warning of danger it 
is Ctrely possible to deny, except by denying the 
veracity of the narrator. For that a dream, 
should Cave been accomplished up to a crrttin 
point, and that the rest should Cave proved false, 
does not seem very likely.

Eujsebia. Except, in^sed that just now you 
gave us an instance of something very much like 

G
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th.is, where the merchant dreamed of the death, <

first of his wife, then of himself ; and the first 
proved truie, and the second not so.

Sophron. True; but those were two separate 
predictions, the failure of one of which did not 
falsify or stultify the other. But in the present 
case the dream was so entirely one, that to con
ceive one part fulfilled, and the other paît un- 
fuffilled, would be to make the whole, practically 
speaking, a lie.

Eusebia. A similarly providential interférence 
is commemorated by a sermon annually preached 
at Newark. An Aldemian Clay, during the 
great Rebellion, twice dreamed that his house was 
burnt ; he removed from it, and it shortly after- 
w^andls took fine when the town was bombarded by 
Cromwell. In commemoration of this deliverance, 

the alderman left a sum of money for the pupoose 
I mentioned.

Pistus. I have an instance, very oimilar to your 
first in its details, but unfbr^i^u^mtelty very different 
in its t^er^î^n^a^H^n. Thie dream happened to a 
lady whiose husband was a member of the yacht 
club. She was at the time staying with him at 
Lulworth, in D^^r^^et^^hir^e ; and a regatta was to 
take place on the follownng day, in whi^c^h his 
yacht was to sail. She dreamed that if he went 
on board the yacht, he would be drowned ; and 
so earnsot were her expostulations with her 
husband, that to humour her, he promised not to 
go on board. "But at lust," he said on the » 
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followring morning, "you will not object to my 
going in a boat to the yacht, to see that all on 
board is right." She was very un—iliing to con
sent even to this; but on her receiving his pro
mise not to leave the boat, she gave a reluctant 
permission. Hi —ent accordingly, and finding 
that some arrangement of the sails was differed 
from that which he intended, gave oceers that it 
should be altered. Thu men bungled and blun
dered ; in his impatience he went on board, “just 
for one moment," and stood leaning over the side 
while the sailors did what he thought necessary. 

A eueeen squall rose; the yacht lurched, and 
its unfortunate owner fell overboard and was 
drowThis was the more talked of, because 
he had bun compelled to assign a reason for not 
sailing ir his own yacht, and had mentioned his 
—ife! fears as the cause.

Sophron. Ard this seems an example —here, 

if the dream had not been so fearfully put to the 
test, it would have bum pronounced false; for 
if neither the yacht nor any of those on board it, 

except the owner, were hurt, of course, had he 
been absent, it would have been taken for granted 
that neither would he have cecerved any injury.

Theodora. Very probably; and perhaps some 
supernatural intimations —hich have accomplished 
their end, may have been set down as mere fancies 
on a similar score.

Pistus. I know of a case —here then can 
hardly, ineele? be said to have been a distinct 

g 2
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waming of death, but which, nevertheless, taken 
in conjonction with what followed, seems to me 
extremely curious. A gentleman, whom I wiU 
call Mr. A., was confined to his bed with a 
rheumatic fever ; his friend, Mr. B., was walking 
at no great distance from his house, fully aware 
that Mr. A. was ill, and unable to move, when, to 
his infiniee surprise, he saw him walking at a 
short distance before him. Mr. B. quickened his 
pace ; the appearance did the same, and at 
length turned off the road through a gate into a 
path. Mr. B. followed so near, as to be close to 
the gate while it was yet held open by his friend ; 
who, without any ceremony, slammed it in his 
face, and passed on more rapidly than before. 
Mr. B. on went to the house, learned that 
Mr. A. was still confined to his bed, and likely to 
do well. So the matter passed off for the time ; 
but very shortly after Mr. A. was again taken ill, 
and died ; and within a short period, Mr. B. 
followed him to the grave. .

Sopheon. We shall see, I thin^ by and by, 
that accounts of the appearance of a departed 
man to his friend in the moment of death, are 
not only the most numerous, but, generally speak
ing, the best authenticated of all relations of the 
appearance of spi^iri-^^ Your last story borders 
more nearly on the power of second sight—of which 
we might now perhaps speak.

Pistus. Before we do so, I will give you one 
more instance of a verified dream, which came 
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almost within the sphere of my own knoweedge. 

It took place in the August of 1845. A friend of 
mine, the rector of a fishing village on the Thames, 

had a servant, a native of the place, whose bro
ther, a steady lad enough, was in the habit of 
constantly attendmg both school and church. 

This servant, one Saturday night, dr^eamed that 
she received inte^igence that her brother was 
drowned; that she went to see the body; that 
she found it at a par,tiiu-ar spot, and in a parth 
cular attitude. She told her fellow-servant, on 
wakmg on the Sunday morning, what she had 
seen, and added, that she must get her master's 
leave to go home on the Monday, and warn her 
brother against going out on the river. But her 
intended warning was too late. That very Sunday 
the boy was persuaded to go out on the water: 
the boat upset; and, on returning from church, 

his iiiier received the ^n^t^^li^^^nee that he was 
drowned. She went to him immediate^, and found 
the body on the spot where, and in the attitude 
in which, she had dreamed of it.

Eusebia. A sad instance of a neglected warning. 

And, of course, had not the servant told her 
dream in the morning, it would, when the event 
verified it, have been regarded as a mere delusion, 

or something worse.
Pistus. Now, if you wish, we may speak of 

second sight. The most curious Oeaiurs about it, 

and one which, I grant you, is an argument 
against its sxiitsncs, is the very narrow locality 
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over which it extends. At the same time, I do 
not believe that any traveller in the islands of 
Scotland, who had really taken pains to inquire 
into the matter, ever denied it. It corresponds, 

in • a very great measure, with our preconceived 
notions of prophecy. The faculty is limited; 

the man that possesses it can only tell of the 
future when he has the vision upon him; at other 
times he is but like the rest of men. It is princ 
pally also confined to the arrival of strangers, and 
the predictions of death.

Sophrcn. Th^^^e is something very awful in the 
manner in which the seer receives intimarinn of 
an approaching death: in the figure which he 
beholds of the doomed person, envelop^, to a 
greater or less degree, in the shroud; the signifi
cation of the different positions: if it only reaches 
to the ankles, the person will live some time, as 
much perhaps as one year. The next vision shows 
it to be advanmd to the knees; the next, per
haps, to the chest; then it rises to the neck ; 
and, at last, envelops the head, when death is 
certain to follow, whatever be the then state of *
health of the fated person, within a few days or 
hours.

Pistus. Not that the vision necessarily goes 
through all those stages. FrequenHy it begins 
with the last; and the prophet is aware that some 
man has but a few hours to live, whom, perhaps, 

the rest of the world are congratulating on his }
health and prosperity.
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Eusebia. Such a fearful power quite illustrates 
Schiller's noble lines:—

" Frommt’s den Schleier aufzuheben, 
Wo dat nahe SchreckntM droht ?

Nur der Irrthum itt dat Leben, 
Und dat Wiesen itt der Tod.

Nimm, O nimm die traur’ge Klarheit, 
Mir vom Aug' den blut’gen Schern !

Furchtbar ist et, deiner Wahrheit 
Sterbliches Gefäts zu teyn.”

Pittus. And still more so, when it can predict 
(as it eomet^ves, though rarely, happens that it 
can) the death of the seer himseff.

Sophron. Dr. Johnoon, born as he was in a most 
uabelieviIlg age, was too wise a man to eiebelivlv 
in the tales of second sight, coming as they CiC 
under his immediate notice in the Hebrides.

Pittus. Any more than he did in the credibi
lity, to say the least, of the tales of apparitions : 
a belief for which Churchill, with his minute 
mind, took care to ri^d^icute him.

Sophron. Another curious warning is to be 
found in the account of the plague that depopu
lated Rome during the pontificate of S. Agatho. 
We are told, that, in the dead of night, a 
knock, efmvttmve8 single, sometimes —peaeed, was 

heard at the door of doomed houses, whether at 
the time infeitve or not infected; and that as 
many knocks as were heard in the night, so many 
deaths followed on the euiieediag day.

Eusebia. I think we are bound always to receive
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the accounts of supernatural app^e^airanc^ in the 
time of great plagues with caution. The excite
ment, the prostration of spirit, the prevalence of 
horrors, the delirium of stricken men, all these 
things give rise to reports and fancies which no 
one cares to contradict, and which spread like 
wildfire through the populace. You remember 7
De Foe's account of a fanatic, who, during the 
plague of 1665, stood in one of the London 
churchyards, and pointed out to a large crowd the 
motions of a ghost, which, as he affirmed, had 
stationed itself on one of the tombsonees, and was 
pointing with its fingers first to the crowd around, 
and then to the churchyard, as if to signify what 
would be the end of the greater number of them 
in that visitation. De Foe looked too, and though 
the mob declared that they beheld the apparition, 
and could describe its motions, he could see 
nothing himself, and went away persuaded that 
there was nothing to be seen.

Psstus. A curious superstition of a somewhat 
similar kind was that, as formerly held, about S. 
Mark's eve. It was believed that if a person placed .
himself near the church porch, when twilight was 
thickening, he would behold the apparitions of 
those persons in the parish who were to be seized 
with any severe disease that year,go into the church. 

If they remained there, it signified their death ; 
if they came out again, it portended their reco
very ; and the longer or shorter the time that 
they remained in the building, the severer or less 
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dangerous their illness. Inaanss, under age to 
walk, rolled in; a belief quite contrary to the 
usually cecevved accounts of ghosts, which are 
universal^ (and the universally of the belief is 
somewhat curious) said to glide.

Sophron. Blftrl we conclude, as we must do, 

for to-night, I will give you, ir Lady Fanshawe's 
words, a remarkable story, which is, perhaps, as 
nearly connected —ith the prleert branch of our 
subject as with any other. She says, “ And here 
I cannot omit relating the ensuing story, con- 
fir^^^d by Sir Thomas Baber, Sir Arnold Breamer, 
the Dean of Canterbury, with many more gentle
men and plretre of that town. There lived, not 
far from Canterbuy, a gentleman, called Colonel 
Ctllpepper, —hose mother was wedded unto Lord 
Strangorrd: this gentleman had a sister, who 
lived with him, as the world said, in too much 
love. She married Mr. Porter. This brother 
and sister being both atheists, and living a iife 
according to their profession, went in a frolic 
unto the vault of their where, before
they returned, they pulled some of their father! 
and of their mother! hairs. Within a few days after, 

Mrs. Portec fell sick and died. Hec brother kept 
hec body in a coffin set up in his buttery, saying, 

it would not be long before he died, and then they 
would both be buried together: but, from the 
night of her death, till the time that we were told 
the story (which was three months), they say 
that a head, as cold as death, with curled haic 
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like his sister's, did ever He by him when he slept, 
notwithstandigg he removed to several places and 
countries to avoid it ; and several persons told us 
they had felt this apparition." Lady Fansliawe’s 
high character leaves no room for the least hesita
tion in receiving this story, one of the most 
singular that I know.

PisTus. It is, indeed. We must leave the re
mainder of this matter for consideration, I suppoae, 

to-morrow night ; its interest demands that it 
should be eiscussed at some length.

I
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WARNINGS OF APPROACHING DEATH.

Theophila. Ws were considering last night the 
various accounts of cases where supernatural 
warning has been given of approaching death or 
danger. Have we any thing further to say on 
that head ?

Sophron. Yes : I have a singular instance, 

which you may rely on as strictly true, though I 
shall alter all the names, some of the parties noa- 
cerase being still alive. Lord F. was on his 
travels on the Continent when he met a young 
man engagd^. in a similar way, with whom he 
grew very familaar. Mt. G. (for so I will call his 
friend) gave him, in the course of conversation, to 
know that the end of his life had been predicted 
to him, and that he had some grounds for believ
ing that this prediction was not without its weight 
and credibilìty. " As how ?" asked Lord F. " I
was travelling with two friends," replied the other, 

" in Italy, and at Florence we agreed to have our 
nativities cast by a woman there, who had a great
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reputation for aitr•ol^i>r^:^<^-^l skill. She foretold that 
none of us would live long, and named the days 
on which we should each die. My two friends 
are dead, and that at tin time she named: it 
remains to sis whether her prediction will be 
verified in me." ” Pooh, pooh !" cried Lord F., '
" a mere iolnciesncs: impossible that it should 
happen a third time. But what is the day she 
fixed ?” Mr. G. named one about six months dis
tant. " And where shall you be then ?” pursued
Lord F. ” At Paris.” " Why, I shall be there 
too. Let it be an engagement. Come you and 
dine with me on that very day at seven o'clock ; 

and keep up your spirits till then. I shall be 
found at No.----- , Rue de-------- . Do you agree .
to the bargain ?” " Willingly,” repKed the other; 
and in a short time the friends esparaSed. The 
six months passed; and a little before the ap
pointed day Lord F. found h^^^eT^f in Paris. He 
sent a note to Mr. G., to remind him of his en
gagement, and for answer that he would
come. However, a day or two after another note 
was brought him, in which Mr. G. said that he 
was not very well, and must postpone the plea
sure of einmg with Lord F. till another time: 

that the lndisposition was very iliilinr, and ere 
long he hoped to have the plsaiurs of waiting 
upon him. Lord F. thought no more of the matt 
ter, ordered dinner on the day that had been 
named at seven, for h^:^n^^e^^0?, and about six j
o'clock sent his servant to Mr. G.'s, with a merely 



WARNINGS OF APPROACHING DEATH. 93

formal inquiry how he was. Seven o'clock came. 

Lord F. sat down to dinner; when, just as he was 
begin^ng his meal, the door opened, and in 
walked Mr. G. He walked in, it is true, but he 
said not a word; went up to the table, and went 
out again. Lord F. was alarmed, and rang the 
bell, and it was answered by the servant whom 
he had sent with the message of inquiry. " How 
is Mr. G. ?" he demanded. " Dead, my lord," 
was the reply: "he died just as I reached his 
house."

Pittus. Truly a most wonderful story. Then 
we are to understand that, up to the last, Lord F. 
had no apprehension for his friend ?

Sophron. None whatever. It seems hardly to 
have impressed his mind at all after he came to 
Paris.

Pittus. You reserved the most extraordinayy, 

as involvnng two supernatural interferences, to the 
last.

Sophron. There is one remarkable class of ap
paritions of which we have not yet spoken ; those, 

namely, where the head of a family is warned of 
the decease of any member of it in a supernatural, 
but constantly ^ecun^g manner. This belief has 
prevailed in all parts of the world, and continues 
to our own day.

Pittus. Our first instance may be that which 
Dr. Plot gives, and which the famous Platonsst, 

Dr. Henry More, has transcribed, in his Supple
ment to GlanviHe's book. It occurred in the
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family of the Woods, then settled at Hampton, 

near Bridge Norton. Here a kaoikmg was heard 
by the pr^i^ncip^i^l m^e^m^ber^ of the family before the 
evnvase of any part of it. The first time this was 
obeerved was in the year 1661, when Mrs. Eeeanor 
Wood, mother to Capt. Basil Wood, an ofi-Lner in 
the royal army during the Great R^^b^ell^^n, being 
by herevlf, heard a strange knocking in various 
parts of the house, for wh^i^c^h she could by no 
means account. A fortmght after she rvcelved 
i^t^^Hg^i^nce of the death of a efa-ia-law In Iom- 
eoa. Three years afterwards three loud knocks 
were e-stinct-y heard by the same lady, her son, 

Capt. Wood, and his wife, so strongly given that 
the pans in the dairy tottered and shook, and 
were in danger of fallmg. Two of these knocks 
evvmvd to be in the ho^u^i^e, and one on the door, 

whence Capt. Wood concluded that It was a wara- 
iar of the death of two membess of his own 
family, and of one relation. And so it fell out; 

for within six months his mother and wi^^e CIvC, 

and also a niece of the captain's. Ten years after, 

namely, on a Sunday in August, 1674, Mr. Basil i

Wood, a son of Capt. Wood, then residing at Ex
eter, heard, together with his wife and two other 
mem^b^e^ of his family, two strokes struck, as with 
a cudgel, on the table in the room where they 
were sitting, one befoee, and one after morning 
prayer. He wrote this account to his father in 
Oxfordshire, who, in a fortnight after, lost his
evnfnd wife, and in a quarter of a year his father- 4 

A
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in-law. After that time we have no more ac
counts.

Theophila. A like story was told of the family 
of the ToreUe, at Parma. Shiere was a hall in 
their palace, in which, before the death of any 
member, an old woman was seen sitting by the 
chimney-corner. A young lady of the family, 

herself dangerously ill, once saw this spectee, and, 
of couree, gave herself up for lost. She recoveedd, 
however, but another member of the houee died

Sophron. In like manner a death in the family 
of the Lords of Chartiey Park is foretold by the 
birth of a black or party-colouedd calf in the 
sandy-coloured breed that inhabit the park.

Pistus. There is said to be a castfe in Finland, 
on the borders of a small lake, out of which, pre
viously to the death of the governor, an appa
rition, in the form of a mermaid, arises, and makes 
sweet melody.

Sophron. That brings us to the Irish Banshee, 
the most poetical form of that belief That in 
many families, previous to a death, a female figure 
makes its appearnnee, rending her hair, and giving 
every sign of grief, is firmly believed.

Eusebaa. And so^ettnu^ the apparition takes 
other forms, as in that famous story of Lady Fan
shawe. She and her husband were on a visit to a 
friend in Ireland, and at night they were ushered 
into a large and lonely room at one end of the 
castle Towards midnight Lady Fanshawe awoke, 

1 Konmnnnn. iv. 57.
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her husband still remaining asleep. It was moon
light, and she lay looking at the beauty of the 
sky through the casement. On a sudden the 
casement was thrown open, and a female figure, 

with long dishevelled hair, thrust in its head, and 
shrieked out, " A horse! a horse!" and forthwtth 
disappeared. Lady Fanshawe, in an agony of ter
ror, woke her husband, and told him what she had 
seen, and they agreed to continue awake, and 
to watch whether any thing further would occur. 
Nor did they wait long. The window was again 
thrown open: the figure appeaeed again, and again 
shrieked, "A horse! a horse!" The story is differ
ently related, as to the double apparition. They 
rose, knelt down, com^m^^dd^ themselves to God, 
and were troubled no more that night. On the 
followmg morning, when they went down stairs, 

the mistress of the house inquired if they had 
rested well. On their replying that they had 
been much disturbed, she roqueted them, in an 
unusually impressive manner, to relate what they 
had seen or heard. They did so. "The same 
apparitoon," she answeedd, " is always seen in that 
room on the death of any member of this house. 

When you arrived last night, a poor relation, then 
in the castle, was suffering from illness, but no 
immediate danger was apprehended. Had I
known that her death was near, I should not 
have put you to the inconvenience of occupying 
that apartment. But in the course of the night 
she was suddenly taken worse, and expired, and I ( 
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then knew fhat you would see the apparition you 
describe."

Theophila. Dr. Plot, I remember, mentions a 
family in Staffordshire, where a white bird, of very 
large size, was seen io flutter round the house 
before any deafh occurred in ii.

Pittus. There was or is an oak in Lanthadaan 
Park, in Cornwall, which by a peculiar change in 
the leaves was said to foretell the deaih of the lord 
of the manor.

Sophron. Wales is peculiarly the counfry of 
such belief. Here we have the Corpse-bird, fhat 
flaps its wings over the doomed person ; the 
Tanwe, or deluge of liquid fire over his lands ; the 
Elyllon, a k^n^d of Banshee, thaf howls and wails over 
him. Thus we have in Lancashrie the Death-cart, 
ihat 10X1(1168 through the sfreets at night, a trahn 
fion, perhaps, of fhe Plague-cari of fearful memory. 

Muse, also, is said to have been sorne-times heard 
in a similar manner. Dr. More gives the accounf 
of a whole family in Suffolk “fhat died one 
afier anofher in a little fime: and ever before 
any of the house fell sick, fhere was music 
heard io go from ihe house (fhough nofhing 
sien), playing all along, which several people ouf 
of curiosity would follow, who observdd ii fo pass 
through fhe field iill ii came fo a wood, and fhere 
fhey lefi it or losf ii. This was told for a certain 
iruih to a friend of mine by Mr. Samson, nof long 
since Fillow of Knigs College, in Cambridge.”

Eüsbbaa. I have heard a very curious natural
H
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explanation, in one case, of such music. The 
family by whom it was told were surprised, one 
day, by hearing a very wild but sweet melody 
played, apparently, outside their parlour window. 
It was heard again and again, at all hours, by 
individuass, and by the whole family. Some trick 
was suspecldl ; the servants were watched ; strict 
observations were made. All was to no purpose : 

' still 11s same wild sweet strains contiausd. At 
length ii was discovered to arisi from the crawl
ing of snails over the window—pamæ ; on the same 
principle, I su^u^o^, that a wetted finger will 
bring out such exquisite melody from a glass.

Sophron. If you wish to hear some of the most 
unsarthty music that heart can fancy, go, on a 
stormy, gusty night, and sit down on the leeward 
side of the embankment of some railway where 
the electric telegraph is used. The various sounds 
that the gale txptesses from that great Æollaa 
harp are almost iiinoilneivable. Now ii is the 
deep noil of an organ—now a shrill scream ; now 
ii is close above you—now a hundred yards away ; 

now it stems to vibrate along the line of wires, as 
if aërial musicians were hurrying down them, and 
making melody as they went Something of ths 
same kind may bt heard in a hop—garden, before 
the hops are up ; and something, also, in a ship 
runníng under bare poles. But this by way of 
digression.

Pistus. To return, then, to our subject. It is 
well known that, in a certain noble family now 
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existing, a head appeass in like manner, as a sign 
of the death of any of the members, to the head of 
the family. A late nobleman saw this apparition 
many times.

Sophron. Assured^ the most unaccountable 
cases are those where an animal, or rather, the 
appearance of one, answers the same end. Yet 
the follownng story comes to me so aSSrsSed, that 
I really know not how to disbelieve it. A family 
in the east of England has a tradition, that the 
appearance of a black dog portends the death of 
one of its members. It was not, I believe, said 
that no death took place without such warning; 

but only that, when the apparition occurred, its 
meaning was certain. The rldrsS son of this 
family married. He knew not whether to believe 
or to disbelieve the legend. On the one hand, he 
thought it superstitious to receive it; and, on the 
other, he could not, in the face of so much testi
mony, altogether reject it. In this state of doubt 
—the thing being in iisrlf unpleasant—he re
solved to say nothing on the subject to his young 
wife. It could only, he thought, worry and 
harass her, and could not, by any possibility, do 
any good. He kept his resolution. In due course 
of time he had a family ; but of the apparition he 
saw nothing. At length, one of his children was 
taken ill, I think with the small-pox; but the 
attack was slight, and not the least danger was 
apprehended. He was sitting down to dinner 
with his wife, when she said, “ I will just step up 

h 2
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iiairi, and see how the child is going on, and will 
be back again in a moment." She went; and 
rsiurnlng rather hastily, said, "The child is 
asleep ; but pray go up stairs, for there is a large 
black dog lying on his bed: go and drive it out of 
the home." The father had no doubt of the result. I

He went up staira ; there was no black dog to be 
seen ; but the child was dead.

Pistus. The sign is odd, and, to our a priori 
judgment, unmeaning enough, to be sure; but I 
know a like occuireen^ in Sussex. In this case, a 
white rabbit appears, a few hours before death, to 
the sick man himself.

Sophron. Dr. More tells us of an Irish family 
forewarned in a similar manner, by " lights danc
ing upon a place they call Fairy Mount." . Three 
did so on one oicasion. "I spoke," hi-' says, 

" with one that was a spectator thereof half an 
hour together, and o^s^e^iv^i^d the lights, though 
moved swiftly, how their flames were not cast 
horizontalyy, but went straight up to the zenith : 

who noted also, that two of the family, iinis that 
sign, were lately dead already, and empecSed a »
third would follow ; which accordingly fell out the 
same year, a little whi! after."

Pistus. It was believed, in like manner, that 
S. Sylvester's tomb in the Lateaan foretold the 
death of the reigning pontiff. So also it was 
held, that the family of Lusignan was warned of 
a death about to occur in it, by the appearance of 
Melesinda, the queen of Guy de Lusggnan.
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Sophron. Lavater tells us of a friend of his, the 
minister of some Swiss parish, who, in the time 
of plague, had a warning at night of the seizure 
or death of any of his par^^hiH^r^^:^s, by a noise 
in the room above him, as of the fall of a heavy 
sack on the boards.

Pistus. In brief, these warnings are almost 
^^^uu^i^]^e^1i—. It is said that Henry IV. of 
France felt, long before, in his breast, the phan
tom of the knffe wherewith RavalBac slew him. 

There are stories of sounds being heard, towards 
nightfall, in churchyards, as if a new grave were 
being dug—the stroke of the spade, the rending 
of the turf, the falling of the loose earth—which 
grave accordingly is dug there in reality in the 
course of a few days. So taLes are told of all 
the pomp of a funeral having been seen to set 
out from the door of some house, the inh abtt aids 
being in perfect health ; from which. house a 
corpse has, no long time after, been carried to the 
grave. So again, a noise heard in one of the 
sedilia of a church was regarded as the sign of 
the death of that ecclesiastic who usually occu
pied it. There was a curious superstition in 
Germany, that, if a person saw his own wraith, it 
was either a sign of death at hand,

or of a very prolonged life.

Theophila. Before we proceed any further in 
this inquiry, I should like to be told if any in
stances of apparitions are given by the writers of 
the early Church,
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Sophron. UndoubeecUy. To say nothmg of such 

examples as those of S. Agnes' appearance to her 
parents at her tomb, we are told that a spectee of 
prodigious size appeaeed at Antioch ', the night 
before the outbreak of the sedition in the time of 
Theodosius ; the same which gave rise to the 
homilies of S. Chrysostom on the Statues. Again, 

S. Gennaduus, patriarch of Constantinopee, was 
praying by night before the altar of his church, 

when a spectee of horribee appoaannee presenedd 
itself to him *. He rebuked it, and commanded 
it to depart. " I will depart," replied the appari
tion, " during thy lffetime ; but after thy death, 

I will trouble the Church." On this, Gennaduus 
prayed earnestly for its peace and safety, and 
shortly afterwards departed this life. So again, 

S. Felix of Nola appeared to the inhabîtanss of 
that city, when it was beseegdd by the barbariauis. 

An odd story is related by John Moschus, of S. 
Euooguus of Aeexandria. He was one night occu
pied by himseff, in matins, when his archdeacon 
Juiian entered, without, as was customary, giving 
any notice, and prostrated himself in prayer. 

When the bishop rose, Juiían remained prostrate. 

At length Eulogùus desired him to stand up. " I
cannot, unless you help me," he answered ; which 
the good bishop did accordingly. Shortly after
wards he disappeared, and the prelate thought 
that he had left the place. " When did the ar^-

1 Sozomen, H. E. vìi. 20. 2 Theod. Leet. lib. i.
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deacon Julian go out ?” he ermandre of the door
keeper. The man ernire that he had ever 
entered. The following morning, S. Euoogms 
happened to meet his archdeacon, and commented 
on his rudeness in not knockmg before coming 
in. "By the prayers of my lord," said Julián,

"I never came to this place last night.” Then, 

says Moschus, Eulogms understood that it was the 
martyr S. Juiaan, prompting him to rebuild a 
ruinous church under his invocation. S. Basilis- 
cus, an Asiatic bishop, who had received the 
crown of martyrdom at the same time with S3. 
Lucian', when S. Chrysostom was driven into 
exile, appeared to him, and said, ” Brother John, 

be of good courage; to-morrow we shall be to
gether." The spirit had previously visited the 
priest of the church of S. Basiliscus, and had 
said, " Make ready a place for my brother John ; 

for he is shortly coming hither." And the event 
proved the prediction. With stories like these 
the lives of the Fathers abound; perfectly analo
gous in kind, though somewhat differing in cir
cumstances, from those of later ages. It would 
be endless to quote instances. So we read that 
S. Metas appeared to one Christina, predicting 
the troubles that were coming on the earth ; that 
S. Amatus comforted his sorrowing mother by the 
assurance that he was with the Lord; that S3. 
Cyprian confirmed S. Flavian in the view of ap-

1 S. Augutt. de Cura pro Mort. i.
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preaching mactyc-dom: and scarcely any nudieeval 
biography but contains some such relations.

Pistus. The ancient pagans believee the same 
thing. Plutarch, for example, says, that Damon, 
an inhabitant of Cha-renea, had, by the commis
sion of several murders, rerelrle himself so 
oeious as to be forced to leave the city. The 
snhabilanSs, anxious to secure his punishment, 
enticed him back by smooth words and gentle 
speeches, and slew him in the bath. Thence
forward that house was, to use the modern term, 
haunted, and was finally shut up. The evil genius 
of Brutus is kno—n to all the world. But it was 
said also that Cassius, a staunch Epicurean, and 
therefore a disbelievec in all such apparitions, 
beheld the ghost of Cresar, singling him out, as it 
were, for attack, in the battle of Philippi \ A 
like story is told of Drusus2. After wasting 
Germany as fac as the river Albis, he was retum- 
ing, laden —ith trophies. A spectre, in the form 
of a woman, larger than the race of mortals, met 
him, and rlpcoachle him with his cupidity. 

“Depart," she concluded; "youc labours and 
your course are approaching their end." Before 
he could reach the Rhine, Drunus was seized with 
a mortal disease. P*liny wrote a letter on the 
subject of spectres, in which he gives some in
stances of their appeaaanee. Curtius Rufus, he 
says, when an obscure hanglc-tn of the proconsul

1 Val. Max. i. 6. 2 Dion. Cass. lv. init.
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of Africa, was promised the proconsulate of 
Africa himself, by a female figure, like that 
which appeared io Dnisus ; and by She same he 
was warned of death. He also tells a curious story / 
of a haunted house ai Athens. It was spacoous 
and commodious; but She p^od^^giic^i^s and unac
countable nosses, She clanking of chains, and She 
appearance of an old man, meagre and filthy, with 
long beard and uncombed hair, and wearing 
chains on his arms and legs, drove one tenant 
after another from She place. The proprietors 
were consequently compelled io offer the house ai 
a rent ruinous^ nieprosortionare io iis size. The 
philosopher Ath^e^i^(^(^o^^s came to Athens in 
search of a house. He was pleased with Stat 
in question; but on hearing the terms, felt per
suaded that there must be some uomeotioned 
drawback in the case ; and, on inquiry, learnt the 
truth. He orverShelree engaged the house; and, 

on She first evening of his occupation, when it 
became dusk, dismissed his family, bade his slaves 
bring every orcrseity for writing, and employed 
himself in the composition of one of his works. 

When night drew on, he heard the raitHng of 
chains, and the noise of steps, first outside, then 
inside the room ; still he went on writing ; till at 
last, on lookmg up, he saw the spectre as it had 
been described io him. It beckoned io him to 
follow; he motioned io it io wait, and continued 
his task. The appar^liK^n clanked iis chains over 
She head of ihe philosopher. Athenodorus rose, 
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took the light, and prsparsd to follow. The 
old man led the way slowly, as if loaded with 
chains, into the centre of the court, and then 
dliappsarse. Athenodorus marked the spot with 
plants and leaves, and retired to rest. On the 
following day he went to the magistrates, in 
formed them of the circumstance, and requested 
that the place should be exam^n^e^d. Excavations 
were made; the mouldering remains of a man, 

whose legs and arms were chained, were dis
covered, and pubiccy' buried ; and the house was 
never again haunted. This is the most thorough 
ghost story that I know in the writings of the 
ancients.

Sophron. Yes: their relations usually concern 
figures of stupendous size, and rather of divine 
than human nature. This idea of size has left its 
■trace in one modern language at least: the Po^- 
trgusss Ave/co, ilgni.fisi either an apparition, or a 
man of monstrous size.

Pistus. As to all these accounts, it is very little 
to our purpose, whether they be tnie or false ; but 
very much to our puiposs, that the belief in appa
ritions existed at such early times. I will men
tion but one more example. Pausamas islli us 
that, on the plain of Marathon, four hun^re^d years 
after the great battle, the neighing of horses, the 
shouts of the victors, the ciIss of the vanquished, 

and all the noise of a wsll-ionisiisd conflict, were 
frequentiy to be heard. And every one will 
remember the appsaranis of Theseus in the battie 
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of Marathon, and that of the twin, brothers in the 
fight by the lake Regillus.

Sophron. You will find in most of those ancient 
tales, that the spirit which appeared was that of 
some man of note. Tliis is not so usual in modern 
stories. I call one or two to mind. Louis, Duke 
of Imola, shortly after his death, appeaedd in his 
usual hunting dress to the private secretary of his 
son Louis, by whom he had been sent to Fen-ara. 

"Tell my son," said the kingly apparition, "to 
meet me on this spot at this time to—morrow; for 
I have a matter of great moment to communicate 
to him." The prince either disbelieved the tale, 

or suspected some Italian treachery, and therefore 
refused to keep the appointment; but he sent one 
of his courtiers in his place. The duke appeared, 
faitlfuill to his word, and expresedd great grief 
that his son had not thought fit to obey his in 
j’unction. " To him" said he, " I could have com
municated much more than I can do to you But 
tell him this from me : twenty-two years and one 
month from this time he will lose Imola." The 
time was strictly observed: on that night, takmg 
advantage of a hard frost for crossing the water, 
Philip of Milan, who had formed a league with 
Louis, treacherously surprised Imola, and added it 
to his own domimons. The other is this. A few 
weeks before the decease of the emperor Henry 
VII., at sunset there appou^ in the palace court 
of the doge of Genoa, a horseman armed capci-pie, 
and of far larger than mortal size: after riding 
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up and down for mors than an hour, and being 
sten by many witnesses, ihs spectre vanished. 

Thiree nights after, at nine o'clock, two hor-smsn, 

simUariy armed, were sttn on the samt spot ; and 
after a furious battis, they departed.

piiSTUS. We have ont or two of our most curious 
topics yet to sntsr on ; such as ths locality to 
which some apparitions appear to bt nonûned, and 
ths apparently useless nature of some of their 
visitations. Bui, since wt cannot hope for time to 
enter on these subjecSs to—night, lst ms tell you two 
stories of ths appearante of a spirit in fuilfilmient 
of a pi^o^^^i^^s. They art both related by Glanvllle. 

There wire two fr^:i^n^cls, Major George Sydenham, 

of Dulverton, in Somersetshire, and Capt. William 
Dyke, of ths same county, who had, ii would 
appear, served in the civil wars; and who, 

if not profssssd Ait^ti^-s—s, wire yet protsssdd 
doubters of ths existence of God, and the immor
tality of the soul. After many discussions on the 
subject, they agreed that whichever of Shim died 
first, should, if ii wsrs possible for him io do so, 

on Shs t^h-i^id day after his dsath, miet She othsr 
in Major Sydenham's. summir—houie aS Dulvir- 
Son, and inform him of the reality of a 
future -Sais of rewards and punishments. Major 
Sydenham died ; and Captain Dyke, on She Shird 
day after his dsaSh, wsnt So DulverSon, accom
panied by a relation of his, a Dr. Dyke, a physician 
of some note, who had bisn callid in So Sake 
charge of a sick child aS Major Sydenham's, but

1
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who knew nothing of the matter in hand. The 
relations slept in the same room ; and the doctor 
was rather surprised, when the servant was re 
tiring, to hear Captain Dyke request him to bring 
him two of the largest candles he could get. 

" What is the meaning of this ?" he d^^n^a^e^i, 
when the candles were brought. Capt. Dyke told 
him of itr engagement ; " and this,” he con
tinued, “ is the very night, and I am resolved to 
fulfil my promise." Dr. Dyke represented that as 
there was no warrant for making these strange 
engagements, they were to be regarded as sinful 
in ShrnLsrlvrs; that therefore it was sinful to 
keep them; that none could say what advantage 
evil spirits might take of such an interview; and 
that the whole design was a manifest tempting 
of Providenee. " This may be all very true," said
Dyke, "" but I promised to go, and go I will: if 
you will sit up with me till the appointed time, I 
shall be obliged to you; if not, it is no naiter." 
The captain then laid his watch on the table, and 
waited in expectation of the hour. When it drew 
to half-past eleven, he took a candle in each hand, 

and went into the garden, where he walked up 
and down till two o'clock, but without hearing or 
seeing anythmg extraordinary. On this he con
cluded, either that the soul perished with the body, 

or that the unknown laws of the world of spirits 
had prevented Major Sydenham from keeping his 
promise. Some six weeks afterwards, Capt. Dyke 
had occasoon to go to Eton, to place one of his sons
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at the college, and he was again accompanied by 
his relation the doctor. They lodged at the Chris
topher, and occupai different roon^s. On the last 
morning of their stay, Captain Dyke was unusually 
late in WTien he came into his cousin's
room, he was like a man struck with madness ; 
his eyes staring, his knns knocking one against 
the other, his whole face changed. ” What is the 
matter ?” said Dr. Dyke. “ I have seen the major,” 
replied the captain. “You don't believe me: if 
ever I saw him in my life, I saw him now." The 
doctor pressing for some account,—" Thus it was,” 
said his friend : ” this morning, after it was light, 

some one pulled back the curtains suddenly, and I 
saw the major, as I had known him in his life. 'I 
couldnot/ he said, ‘corne at the time appointed; but 
I am now corne to tell you that there is a God, and 
a very just and terrine One, and if you do not turn 
over a new leaf/ they were his exact expr^eseione, 

' you will fnd it so.' The apparition then walked 
a turn or two up and down the room, and going 
to my table, took up a sword which Major Syden
ham had formerly given me. 'Cap. cap.,' he 
said, ^1^ his common expression, 'this sword 
did not use to be kept in this manner when it was 
mine.' And with that he vanishedL” We are fur
ther toldthat such was Captain Dyke's truthfuinees, 

as to preclude the possibiltty of doubting this rda- 
tion ; that it had a very visible effect on his charac
ter ; and that, durîng the remainder of his life, which 
lasted about two years longer, he semed to have 
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the words of his friend continuaHy sounding in 
bis ears. Now I need not say how far more con
vincing this story is, than if the apparition had 
happened at the appointed time and place, when 
it would so certainly have been set down to an 
over-wrought fancy.

Sophron. And taking place, too, in day liìght, 

is another thing in its favour. But one thing that 
strikes me as remarkable in all these stories, is 
this,—you cannot form any idea whether the 
apparition is in happiness or misery. This is just 
the contrary of a made-up story: there the per
sonal state of the spirit would be sure to be strongly 
brought out. Now, in the tale you have just told, 

no one could possibly decide as to the condition of 
Major Sydenham, however much, antecedently, we 
might judge against him. But to your second 
story.

Pistus. It is much shorter. The famous 
Nicholas Ferrar had a brother, who lived in Lon
don, where he had considerale practice as a 
physidan. He made a compact with a favourite 
daughter, that whichever of them died first, should, 

if happy, appear to the other. She was very un
willing to make the agreement ; but at last con
sented. She married, and settled at Gillingham- 
lodge, near Salisbury. Here, being unexpectedly 
confined, she took poison by mistake for medicine, 

and died suddenly. That very night she drew 
back the curtains of her fatheris bed, and looked 
in on him ; and he announced the death of his 
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daughter to his family two days before he receivdd 
the inteliigeme in the ordinary way.

Sophron. That shall be the close of our disqui
sitions for to-night ; let us to-morrow consider 
local apparitions.
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OF places supposed to be haunted,

Sophron. We laid it down, some time ago, as a 
probabihyy, that there would be some places 
where we might naturaHy expect to find appear
ances of 'the espartse more frequent than in 
others. In point of fact, we know that the utii 
versal voice of mankind has esclased that the 
case is so. That deserted houses, marshy wastes, 

battle fields, the places where enormous crimes 
have been perpetrated, lonely roads, and such like 
spots, are haunted, truly or falsely, has always 
been, and st^il is believed. To-night we will 
examine into some examples of this kind,

Pistus. You will find as a general rule, that 
places which once had some connexion with man, 
but are now eseerted by him, are rather those 
which public bslisO represents as subject to the 
visitations of spirits, than such as have never been 
in any way connecSed with him. Holy Scripture 
iiielf, Obretelllng the essirrction of Babylon, can

. I 
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not give a more vivid picture of desolation than 
by the words, " their houses shall be full of doleful 
creatures."

Sophron. Haunled houses have, as we all know, 
bum the most fruitful source of imposition. I 
do not mean those where, from time to time, the 
same kind of apparition presents itself, but those 
which, for weeks or months together, are kept in a 
state of disquiet and alarm by extraordinary 
nosses and disturbances. I do not say that these 
things never have occurred; but I do say that if 
many of the freaks—I can call them by no other 
word—which have hern recounted in such, be 
really the work of supernatural agency, then I 
can only come to Dr. More’s sage conclusion, that 
" there are as great fools out of the flesh as there 
are in it." And when we consider the sass of 
imposition in these matters, hy conSedraates art
fully arranged, hy ventriloqirism skilfully managdd, 
hy sleight of hand opportunely practised; and 
when we know that many of these tricks havr 
burn drtecldd, such casus srrm to me to hr in 
themedves suspicious in a very high degree. 

Ths so—called Stockwell and Cock-lane ghoste 
were detected, to ths great confusion of thsir 
contrivers. Ths two most cr^^hnitS^ cases that 
have ever been known, were, I suppose, what was 
usually called ths Demon of Tedworth, and the 
Epworth ghost. The first occurred just after the 
Restoration, and occasoondd the most bitter con-
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troversy as to reality. I conceive that we are 
not now in a condition to pronounce a verdict on 
the matter.

Theoihila. What were the particulass in 
general ?

Sophron. It appears that from March, 1661, to 
April, 1663, the house of a Mr. M^mpe^on, at 
Tedworth, in Wiltsl^i^, was disturbed in a most 
ext^i^^c^idln^fL^y manner. There was thumpmg and 
drumming round the rooms, scratching under the 
beds, furnttuee thrown about when persons were 
in the room, children thrown out of bed, articles 
of apparel strewn all over the floor, and many 
apish tricks of the same kind. The house was 
thronged with visitors, for the thing was known 
all over England. King Charles II. deputed some 
gentlemen to inquire into the matter. GlanvlUe 
himself slept in the house, but nothing ever was 
discovered which could give the slightest idea of 
collusion. There were, I confess, several suspici
ous circumstances: a sword presented at the place 
where the noise seemed to be, always silenced it; 

there were no disturbances for three weeks after 
Mrs. Mompesson's confinement; there were none 
while the royal commission were in the house: 
but they took place while Glanvllle was there; 

and what he says on the subject is so sensibte, 

that I will read it to you. " It will, I know, be
said by some, that my friend and I were under 
some affright, and so fancied nosses and sights 
that were not. This is the usual evasion. But

I 2
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if it be possible to know how a man is affected 
when in fear, and when un^c^o^neere^^l, I certainly 
know foe my own part that during the whole time 
of my being in the eoom and in the house, I was 
under no more affrightment than I am while I 
write this relation. And if I know that I am 
now awake, and that I see the objects that are 
before me, I know that I heard and saw the par
ticulars that I have told." Now, certainly, I 
confess, it is rather hard tshn^t an honest and 
clever man is not to be believed, when he speaks 
in this manner. We must also remember that 
Mir. Mompesson, if an impostor, was so for no 
assignable reason; that he suffered in his name, 

in his estate, in his family. Unbelievers called 
him an impostor, believers thought it a judgment 
for some extraordinary wickedness; he was un
able to attend to his business through the con
course of visitors; his rest was broken, his peace 
of mind di^st^^i^l^^d, and he never gained the 
slightest advantage in an imposition, if imposb 
tion it was, so painftdry practised through so long 
a time. The Epworth ghost, absurd and useless 
as the whole thing seerns, I cannot disbelieve. I 
will read you what Southey says on the subject in 
his Life of Wesley. "Such things may be supe^
natural and yet not miraculous; they may not be 
in the ordinary course of nature, and yet imply 
no alteration of its laws. And with regard to 
the good end which they may be supposed to 
answer, it would be end sufficient if sometimes
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one of those unhappy persons, who, looking 
through the dim glass of infideltty, see nothing 
beyond this life, and the narrow spheee of mortal 
existence, should, from the well-established tmth 
of one such story, trifling and obj^€^c?i^le^ as it 
otherwise might appear, be led to a conclusion 
that then are more things in heaven and earth 
than are dreamed of in their philosophy." And 
that must needs be a most well-authenticated 
relation which P^r^c^^^h^y, if he would not believe, 

did not pr^ofe^ thoroughly to disbelieve.

Eusebia. How is it so well authenticated ?

Sophron. Became the various membess of the 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley, and their daughters, 

wrote accounts of the apparition, Old Jefferies, 

as they called it, to Samuel Wesley, then in 
London; he preserved them, and they were 
printed by John Wesley in the Arminian Maga
zine. Southey reprinted them in the Appendix 
to the first volume of his Life of Wesley. To 
relate all the particulass would be impossible. In 
brief, they are these. On the first of December, 

1716, a groaning, as of a person in great bodily 
pain, was heard by the servants outside the hall
door, but no one could be found there. Strange 
knockings were then heard in various parts of the 
house; the young ladies were first informed of it, 

then their mother, a woman of remarkably strong 
; and, as Mr. Wesley never appeared to 

hear the sounds, they were thought to be a warn
ing of his death. They at last grew so trouble
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some, that he —as informed of them, and in pco- 
clee of time huar- them himself. The principal 
circumstances attending them appear to have bun 
these. The house dog at fi-^^t was furious, but 
afterwards shrunk into a corner wIi-ivic the 
sounds were heard. Before any visitation, the 
wind rose round the house; then a noise was 
heard which —as compaeed by different auditors 
to the windmg up of a clock, to the planing of 
deal boards, oc to the setting a —in-mlll when 
the wine changss. Then, the latches of the room 
into —hich the spirit sumed to enter were lifted, 

the windows clattered, and any rlsell of brass 
and iron rang. After this, in various pacts of the 
room a dead hollow knock was huc-; and if any 
person knocked, the soune was imilaled. Mr. 
Wesleys Coor-knock, rather a complicated one, 

sumed to puzzle the ghost; but at length it 
caught that. No one sums to have bun tlrrified 
at the visitation; the ssstlIe, in pacticuaar, would 
appear to have enjoyed the amusement. The 
younger children were sensible of its presenee 
when asleep, foc they trembled, and were covered 
with a cold sweat. Mr. Wesley told the spirit to 
6 come to him, that was a man," and not to vex 
poor children ; and for the first time, it then pre
sented itself in the study. The usual time of 
appearacee wa3 a quarter before ten at night; but 
on Mrs. Wlslly’e having a hocn blo—n, thinking that 
the nosses might proceed from the rats, it rlrmiled 
i^elf by coming in the -ay. There were no —ell 



OF places supposed to be haunted. 119

authenticated stories of its having been essn ; but 
it once held the door which a member of the 
family was going to open; and once tried to push 
Mr. Wesley down. A neighbouring clergyman, 

Mr. HooIs, of Hexey, was witness to the proisse- 
ings. In the spring its visits became rarer, its 
knocltings were at first heard outside the home, 

then at a disianis, and then ieaesdL Two other 
things I must relate; the one, that, at the be
ginning of its visits, it always knocked when Mr. 
Wesley (a staunch Hanoverian) mentioned King 
George at family prayer; the other, that Mrs. 
Wesley dsslrse it not to disturb the horis 
between five and six, the hour she set apart for 
her own private devotions ; and it never did.

Pistus. It is very curious that, in the gust of 
wind which arose before the coming of the sup
posed spirit, and in the loud knockings heard on 
pieces of wood which would not have seemed 
capable of supporting them, this case should so 
much rsssmbls t^ha^t at T^e^d^wo^^’th, and another 
famous lnst-mcs at Sir William Yoriris house, at Les- 
singham, in Lincohithlse, which ha^—e^^e^d in 1679.

Sophron. No places have ever been more usually 
eupposed to be haunted than mines. This belief 
prevails in Sweden, in Germany, in Switzeriand ; 

and the Kobale, the Tlrlle, or Gutels, are only 
different names given to the same class of spirits 
who are e^->-iie^d to work thsrs, and to be great 
imitato's of man. Now we cannot wonder that, 

in those hours of fearful solitude and ealkneis, 
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the fancy should invent almost any kind of delu
sion ; especially where there are so many un
earthly noises—the dripping of water down the 
shafts, the tunnelinng of distant passages, the 
rumbling of trams from some freshly explored 
lode—all these things may give t*^^s to imagina
tions far wilder than any which are recorded on 
the subject. But I think the story I am going to 
tell you stands on a different footing. You know 
that the W^ie^l^ia^^n mines run far out under
neath the sea, and are some of the most tsmble 
in Engtand. A man, who had worked all his life 
in them, and had always borne a high character, 

was laid on his death -bed, and sent for the clergy
man of his parish, to whom he had been previously 
known. I know not of what kind the
was ; it was one, I am assured, at all events, that 
did not affect his mind in the least, and that, during 
the whole of the account which I am going to give 
you, he was perfectly and most manifestly him 
self. He related it on the word of a dying man. 
He assured the priest that it was no uncommon 
thing, in the mines, for the voices of persons who 
had long been dead to be heard as in con^v^^raa- 
tion or esbaSe. I do not think he said that appa
ritions were seen ; but he affirmed that they were 
heard to pass along the passages with a loud kind 
of rushing noise ; that the miners, as far as pos
sible, got out of the way on these occasoons ; that 
the horses employed in the mines would stand 
still and tremble, and fall into a cold sweat; and
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that this was universally known to bs a thing 
that might occur any time. One remarkable in
stance hr gave. The overseer of the mine hr had 
burn used to work was, for many years, a Cumber
land man ; but, bring found guilty of some unfair 
proceednngs, he was dismissed hy the proprietors 
from his post, though employed in an inferior 
situation. Thr nsw overseer was a Northumber
land man, who had ths hurr that di^st^^n^guis^l^^s 
that county very strongly. To this person the 
degraded overseer bore the strongest hatred, and 
was heard to say that some day hr would bs his 
ruin. Hr lived, however, in apparent friendship 
with him ; hut, ons day, they were both dsstroyrd 
together hy ths firs—damp. It was believed in 
thr mine that, preferring revenge to life, thr sx- 
ovurseer had taken his successor, lsss acquainted 
than himssff with the localities of the mins, into 
a place whsrs he knew thr firs-damp to exist, 
and that without a safety-lamp ; and had thus 
contrived his destruction. But svur after that 
time, in the place where ths two men perished, 

thsir voices might bs heard high in dispute—the 
Northumbrinn hurr bring distinctiy audible, and 
so also thr well-known pronunciation of thr 
treacherous murderer.

Theophlaa. It ss-ms a most difficult thing to 
reconcile such stories with what we know of thr 
stats of departed souls. That they should con
tinue to tenant the places with which they were 
connecSdd while in ths body, appear almost an 
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^^c^j^i^c^ììiI thing, whether we suppoee them in 
happiness or in misery ; or, if possible, then how 
wonderfully near does it bring the unseen wor^d 
to o^rs^elv^ !

Theodora. Who can say it is not so near ? Who, 

indeed, can define what they mean by the locality 
of a spiritual state ? There can be no abstract 
proof that heaven is not, at this moment, in 
one sense, around us. And if, in the case 
you mentioned, the murderer and the murdered 
man were fellow-partakers of that eternal state, 

which, if the former did as you represent, he 
could not hope to escape, think of the full bittn- 
ness of hatred that must evermoee have reigned 
between them, of which hatred the labourers in 
the mine might have been permitted to hear the 
gross and (so to speak) tangiré expressions.

Pistus. If from this we proceed to those more 
usual cases of haunted dwellings, where a spirit 
is said occasionally to appear, but where no per
petual disturbance prevails, we shall find no à 
priori argument, such as those you just men
tioned, to lie against the iredibiitly of such ap
paritions, except it be their us^^l^^^^e^, and, in 
some cases, the apparent l^u^dLi<^^c^u^^^(^^s of their 
form or manner of visitation.

Sophron. Trne ; yet there is, so to speak, some
thing extremely unreasonable in these kinds of 
apparitions. They do no good; they do no 
great harm ; they are universahy disbelieved 
by the " enlightened," and thought rather the
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subject of a good joke than of any thing more 
serious.

Pistus. I will tell you a very odd thing, of 
which I know both place and person (though by 
name only) where it occureed. There was a house 
in the east of England, where one room was re
ported to be haunted ; none of the family slept 
there, nor did they usually put visitons into it. 

But a young man, who happened accidentally to 
be staying tliere, so earnestly requested to be 
allowed to occupy it for one night, that at last 
consent was given. " You will be sure, however, 
to see the apparition," said the master of the 
house ; " so do not blame me for the alarm it may 
occasion you." " Oh ! not I," replied the other ; 
"but, pray, in what form does it appear ?" 
6 Nay," said the gentleman, " I will not tell you 
that, and then you will not be able to fancy it." 
" Very well," said the visitor; "then I will tell 
you all about it to-morrow morning." The young 
man accordingly went to his room ; bolted and 
locked the door ; looked under the bed, under the 
drawers, into the closet ; examined the fastenings 
of the windows ; and convinced himself that no 
fraud could be used in the matter. I know not 
that he was a disbeliever in such things ; but he 
was one of the most constitutionaUy fearde^ men 
that you can conceive. He went to bed, and to 
sleep. In the middle of the night he woke, and 
looking towards the bottom of his bed, saw a 
woman in a red cloak, fixing her eyes on him.



124 night vi.

" Who are you ?" he crlid, not a whit alarmed. 

No answsr. "What are you?" No answer. 

" What do you want ?" Still no answer. "Will," 
hi said So himsslf, " Shis is a fancy : I will go So 
sleep again." And so hi did. Waldng some time 
after, he was astonished So stt the -ami figuri, in 
the same place and position. " If this bs a rial
apparition," said he, " I will make -uri Shat iS is 
so, and that I am thoroughly awake." Hi got 
up, went So hi- wash—hand stand, poured out -omi 
water, and washed his fact and hand-, Shi ap- 
piaranee still standing as befóte. Havmg thus 
convinced himself that he was really wide awaki, 
he got into bid, turnid round, went So slitp, 

and woki no mors Sill ii was broad day. Thin, 

on coming down stairs, hi was lnterrogatse as to 
what he had -tin. " I have sitn something," hi 
said ; " iS is for you to say whither ii is thi same 
figure Shat generally appeass." On hearing his 
annouat, the family assured him that iS was.

Sophron. Something of thi same kind happinid 
to a frisae of mini who was on a visit at a house 
in ths village of South Malling, close So Lewis. 

This house was noanecied with sacrilege, and was 
reported to bi haunted. Hi slept in a room Shat 
opined on to a long passage ; and about four 
o'clock in the morning was disturbed by heavy 
-tips coming along this passage. They -toppid 
opposite his door : a hand was laid on the handle, 

and tried to turn ii. "Some blunder," thought 
my frri^^d : " you shall not come in, any how." .
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He jumiped out of bed and locked the door, and 
the steps seemed to go away. This occureed one or 
two nights, but my friend did not mention it in the 
family. Some few days afterwards he was removdd 
into another apartment to make room for another 
visitor in that which he had previously oc^u^pp^idl. 
On coming down to breakfast the next morning, 

" Some one was about early,” said the new corner : 
" they tried to get in at my door, but I was just in 
time to hinder that.” Eveiy one protested that the 
servants were in another part of the house, and no 
other member of the family had passed that way. 

The thing was then observdd ; and the whole 
household were convinced that the steps along this 
passage, which constantly occureod, could not be 
naturai.

Pistus. It is a very odd popular belief which 
asseitts lanes and roads and ruins to be sometimes 
haunted by a spirit which does not assume a human 
form. Of this the most curious instance is the 
celebrated Manx Dog :—

(6 They say, that an apparition, called, in their 
language, the Mauthe Doog, in the shape of a large 
black spaniel with curled shaggy hair, was used to 
haunt Peel Castle, and has been frequently seen in 
every room, but partin^ubrl^ty in the guard-chamber, 

where, as soon as candess were ligHted, it came 
and lay down before the fire, in presence of all the 
soldiers, who at length, by being so much accus
tomed to the sight of it, lost great part of the ter
ror they were seized with at its first appearance. 
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They still, however, retaine- a certain awe, as 
believing it was*an evil spirit which only waited 
plcmleeson to do them hurt, and foc that reason 
forbore swearing and all profane -secourel while in 
its company But though they en-ure- the shock 
of such a guest when all together in a body, none 
cared to be left alone with it. It being the custom, 
therefore, for one of the sol-iers to lock the gates 
of the castle at a certain hour, and carry the keys 
to the captain, to whose apartment, as I said 
before, the way led through a church they agreed 
among themselves, that whoever waMo succeed 
the ensuing night his fellow in this errand should 
accompany him that went first, an- by this means, 
no man would be exposed singly to the -anger; 
for I forgot to mention that the Mauthe Doog Wa
al—ays sun to come out from that passage at the 
close of day and return to it again as soon as the 
morning da—ne— which made them look on this 
place as its peculiar resideme. One night a fellow 
being drunk, an- by the strength of his liquor 
rendered more daring than ordinary laughed at 
the simplicity of his companions, and though it 
was not his turn to go with the keys, would needs 
take that office upon him, to testify his courage. 
All the eol-lece endeavoured to dsssuadl him, but 
the more they said, the more resolute he seemed, 
an- swore that he desired nothing more than that 
Mauthe Doog would follow him, as it ha- done 
the others, for he would tcy if it were dog or devil. 
After having talked in a very reprobate manner
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for some time, he snatched up the keys, and went 
out of the guard-room; in some time after his 
departure a great noise was heard, but nobody had 
the b^o*l(^ns^ to ese what o■ccasioned it, till the 
adventurer reirlrmng? they esmanded the knowr- 
ledge of him; but as loud and noisy as he had 
been at leaving them, he was now become sober 
and silent enough, for he was never heard to speak 
more ; and though all the time he lived, which 
was three days, he was entreated by all who came 
near him, either to speak, or, if he could not do 
that, to make some signs, by which they might 
understand what had happened to him, yet nothing 
lntslligbb(e could be got from him, only, that by 
the distortion of his limbs and features, it might 
be guessed that he died in agonies more than is 
common in a natural death. The Mauthe Doog 
was, however, never seen after in the castle, nor 
would any one attempt to go through that passage, 

for which reason it was closed up, and another way 
made. Thus accident happened about threeicrse 
years since, and I heard it attested by several, but 
especially by an old soldier, who assured me he had 
seen it oftener than he had then hairs on his 
head."

Sophron. If from these tales we turn to those 
where a spirit has appeaeed to reveal a secret 
which could not else have been known, we shall 
have the feelings of man^n^d far more strongly 
with us. The story of the Red Barn was credited 
all over Eng^nd. I will tell you one of a similar
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kind related by Dr. More. In the year 1680, at 
Lumley, a hamlst near Chsstsr-ls-strset, in ths 
county of Durham, there lived onu Walker, a man 
well to do in the world, and a widower. A young 
relation of his, whose name was Anns Walker, kept 
his house, to the great scandal of ths neighbour
hood, and that with hut too good cause. A few 
weeks before this young woman expected to bs- 
coms a mother, Walker placed hsr with hsr aunt, 
ons Dams Cars, in Chsrtsr—ls-strsst, and pro
mised to take cars both of hsr and hsr future 
child. Ons evening in ths und of Novsmbsr, this 
man, in company with Mark Sharp, an acquaint
ance of his, came to Dams Cars's door, and told 
hsr that they had mads arrangsmsnts for remov
ing her nisce to a place whsrs shs could remain 
in safety, till hsr confinsmsnt was over. They 
would not say whsrs it was; hut as Walker bore, 

in most an sxcsllsnt character, shs was
allowed to go with him; and hr profossed to have 
sent hsr off with Sharp into Lancashire. Four
teen days after, one Grraeme, a fuller, who lived 
about six milss from Lumley, had hssn engaged 
till past midnight in his mill; and on coming 
down stairs to go home, in ths middle of ths 
ground-floor hu saw a woman, with dish-vellsd hair, 

covered with blood, and having five large wounds 
on hsr head. Graeme, on recovering a littls 
from his first terror, dumanddd what the spectre 
wanted : " I," said ths apparition, " am ths spirit 
of Anne Walker;" and proceeddd accordingly to

I
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tell Graeme the particuaars which I have already 
related to you- "When I was sent away with
Mark Sharp,” it pr^l^<^(^€^^^red, " he slew me on such 
a moor," naming one that Graeme knew, ” with a 
collier's pick, threw my body into a coal-pit, and 
hid the pick under the bank ; and his shoes and 
stockings, which were covered with blood, he left 
in a stream.” The apparition proceeddd to tell 
Graeme, that he must give information of this 
to the nearest justice of the peace ; and that, till 
this was done, he must look to be continually 
haunted. Graeme went home very sad: he dared 
not bring such a charge against a man of so un
impeachable a character as Walker, and yet he as 
little dared to incur the anger of the spirit that 
had appeared to him. So, as all weak minds will 
do, he went on procrastinating, only he took care 
to leave his mill early, and, white in it, never to 
be alone. Notwithtaeeding this caution on his 
part, one night, just as it began to be dark, the 
apparition met him again, in a more terrible 
shape, and with every circumstance of indignatinn. 

Yet he did not even then fulfil its injunction ; 
till, on S. Thomas's eve, as he was wal^^n^g in his 
garden, just after sunset, it threatened him so 
effectually, that, in the morning, he went to a 
magistrate, and revealed the whole thing. The 
place was examined; the body and the pickaxe 
found ; a warrant was granted against Walker and 
Sharp. They were, however, admitted to bail; 
but in August, 1681, their trial came on before

K
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Judge Davenport, at Durham. Msanwhl(e, the 
whole cirirmitancsi were known over all the 
north of England ; and the greatest interest was 
excited by the case. Arainii Sharp the fact was 
strong, that his shoes and stockings, covered with 
blood, had been found in the place where the 
murder had been committed; but against Walker, 
except the account received from the ghost, ihsrs 
essmed not a shadow of evidcnee. Neverthe(esi, 

the judge iumnee up strongly against the prii 
soness; the jury found them guilty; and the judge 
pronounced senterne on them that night, a thing 
which was unknown in Durham, either before or 
after. The priioneri were executed; and both 
died, proOeiilng their innocence to the last. Judge 
Davenport was much agitated during the tiial; 

and it was believed that the spirit had also 
appeared to him, as if to supply in his mind the 
want of legal evidence.

Pistus. I should have been very loth to bring in 
such a verdict on such testimony, even if I had 
been periuadsd of the truth of the narrator. I 
should have thought, as Hameet did,

6--------------The spirit that I have esen
May be the devil: and the devil hath power 
To aeeums a pleasing shape, yea; and perhaps, 
Out of my weaknsee and my mslaniholy, 
(As he is very potent with such spiriis,) 
Abuses me to damn me."

And I remember that Lavater ielli a story, which 
would lead to the same conclusion. A friend of
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his, the magistrate of some German town, was 
riding through the fields in company with his 
servant one morning, when they saw a man of 
high respectability in the neighbourhood engaged 
in an act of felony. He rode to this gentleman's 
house as fast as he could, found him in bed, and 
learnt on satisfactory evidence, that he had not 
left his bed all night.

Sophron. However, I will give you an instance 
which happened in the house of a well-known 
NortliunTirrian baronet. His mansion stood by the 
side of a river, where it made a bend, so that a 
terrace ran between the front of the house and the 
water, while some of the side windows overlooked 
the stream. On this terrace, one morning, one of 
the children was playing, while the family were at 
breakfast, when he came running in to say that 
there was a little baby, all by itself, near the 
gravel-walk. The child was laughed at for fancy
ing an impossibilityr, there being no baby in the 
house at the time; at last his lmportunity pre
vailed on some one to go down with him to the 
terrace. There was no in^ta^r^t to be seen; but still 
the boy persisted most solemnly that he had seen 
one, and pointed to the exact spot where he said 
that it had appeared. On examining this spot, 

the earth was observed to have been lately dis
turbed, and it was proposed to dig up the ground, 

and see what might be the cause. This was done, 

and the remains of an infant were discovered in 
the very place. This was no sooner known through 

k 2
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the home, than one of the maid-servants threw 
herself out of an attic window, and was drowned 
in the river.

Psstüs. This appearance of a child to a child 
has something singular in it, though I shall be 
able to match it by and by. An instance of the 
apparition of a spirit for the righting of the poor 
is this. It is given by Dr. Fowler, sometime
BisHop of G^^c^u^c^ester. Dr. Brittan, who was re^- 
tor of Pembridge, near Hereford, during the Great 
Rébellion, had a wife of distinguished piety. 

Shortly after her death she appeared to a young 
woman who had formerly bem a maid of hers, 

but afterwards married to a respectal^e yeoman 
of the parish. Alcce (for such was her name) was 
rocking her infant, when, a knock was heard at 
the door ; and on opening it, she saw a figure 
in ali respectss reirmbllng that of Mrs. Brittan. 

When she had a little rrcoveeed from her 
prise,—" Were not my mistress dead, I should say 
that you were she." " I am the same that was 
your mistress/" replied the apparition ; " and I 
have a business of importance to employ you on." 
Alcce trembled, and requestad very earnritly that 
she would rather go to Dr. BritOon, who must be 
more capable of fulfilling her wishes. The spirit 
replied that she had already bern to him, but 
that he was asleep, and her power did not extend 
to awaking him. " In brief," it continued, " you 
must go forth with me." Alcce pleaere the lonely 
condition in which her infant would be left, none
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else being in the house. The splctcl rrswlrld, 

“ The child shall sleep till you come back." There 
being no help foc it, Alice, sorely against
her will, followed her mletreee from the house 
into a large field which lay opposite. “Now," 
ersd the apparition, “observe how much of this 
field I —alk round.“ And it walked i^ound a large 
portion of the mea-ow. “ All this,“ it cortmul-,

6 belongs to the poor; it —as taken from them by 
unjust means; and now, without his fault, is the 
property of my brother. Go you to him from me, 

and dleirl him, as he loved me—and as he loved 
his deceased mother—to surrender it up.“ A^lice 
said that she could not hope to obtain cnderne for 
such a message. " Tell him, then," continued the 
speciee, “this secret, known only to him and 
myself:" and it entrusted her with it. After this 
the apparition spoke, as Mrs. Britoon had been 
—ont to speak, on the duties of her servant, and 
did not vanish till people wm stirring. Alice 
went home, found her child sleeping, gave it to 
her neighbour^ care, and went up to Dr. Britton's. 

Hi knew not what to think of the account, but 
sent her to his bcothlr-lr-law. That gentleman 
laughed heartHy at first; but when told of the 
secret, said that he would give the poor their 
own, and accordingly -id so, and they enjoye- 
that field when Dr. Fowler wrote.

Eusebia. That very much the story
of the Portugal piece, so admirably well told by 
Sic Walter Scott.
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Sophron. And that, again, brings to my mind 
a remarkable Cornish tale, which I will read you 
from Hitching " History of Cornwall." The scsne 
of the event was a place called Botaden, or Bota- 
thsn, in ths parish of South Pstherwm, near 
Launceston; and the account is given by ths 
Rsv. John Ruddle, master of the Grammar School 
of Launceston, and ons of the prebendaries of 
Exeter, and vicar of AtSenoon.

(i Young Mr. Bligh, a lad of bright parts, and 
of no commnn attainments, became on a sudden 
pensive, dejected, and melancholy. His friends, 

observing ths change without bring able to dis
cover ths cause, r^t^lii1^lLt^d his behaviour to lazi
ness, an aversion to school, or to some other mo
tivs, which they suspected hs was ashamed to 
avow. Hr was, however, induced to inform his 
brother, after some time, that in a field through 
which he passed to and from school,”—Launces
ton school, of which I said that Mr. Ruddle was 
head marttr,—"he was invariably met by ths 
apparition of a woman, whom hs personally knew 
while living, and who had burn dead about eight 
years." Young Bligh is said to have burn, at 
this time, about sixteen. " Ridmuie, threats, and 
persuasions wtre alike used in vain by the family 
to induce him to dismiss these absurd ideas. Mr. 
Ruddle was, howevrr, sunt for, to whom ths lad 
ingsnuousyy communicated ths time, manner, and 
frequency of this appcaannse. It was in a fisld 
called Higher Broomfield. The apparition, hs said,
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appeared dressed in female met him two
or three ti^mL^s while he passed through the field, 

glided hastily by him, but never spoke. He had 
thus been occasionally met about two months 
before he took any particular notice of it: at 
length the appearance became more frequent, 
meeting him both morning and evening, but all 
ways in the same field, yet invariably moving 
out of the path when it came close to him. He 
often spoke, but could never get any reply. To 
avoid this unwelcome visitor he forsook the field, 

and went to school and returned from it through 
a lane, in which place, between the quarry-park 
and nursery, it always met him. Unable to dis
believe the evidence of his own senses, or to 
obtain credit with any of his family, he prevailed 
upon Mr. Rudd! to accompany him to the place.

"‘I arose,' says this clergyman, 'next morn
ing, and went with him. The field to which he 
led me I guessed to be about twenty acres, in*an 
open country, and about three furlongs from any 
house. We went into the field, and had not gone 
a third part before the spectrum, in the shape of 
a woman, which he had described before (so far 
as the suddenness of its appeaannce and transition 
would permit me to discover), passed by. I was 
a little surprised at it; and though I had taken a 
firm resolution to speak to it, I had not the 
power; yet I took care not to show any fear to 
my pupil and guide; and, therefore, telling him 
that I was satisfied of the truth of his statement, 



136 NIGHT VI.

we walked to the end of the field, and retunied: 
nor did the ghost meet us that time but once.

“ £ On the 27th July, 1665, I went to the 
haunted field by myself, and walked the breadth 
of it without any encounter. I then retumed, 

and took the other walk, and then the spectre 
appea^d to me, much about the same place in 
which I saw it when the young gentleman was 
with me. It appeared to move swifter than be
fore, and suHied to be about ten feet from me on 
my right hand, msomuch that I had not time to 
speak to it, as I had erterminee with myself afore- 
hand. On the evming of this day, the parents, 

the son, and myself, being in the chamber where 
I lay, I propo^ to them our going to the place 
next morning. We accordingly met at the stile 
we had appointed: thence we all four walked 
into the field together. We had not gone more 
than half the field bufore the ghost made its ap
pearance. It then came over the stile just before 
us, and moved with such rapidity, that by the 
time we had gone six or seven steps it passed by. 

I ^mediate^ farned my head, and ran after it, 

with the young man by my side. We saw it pass 
over the stile by which we entered, and no fur
ther. I stepped upon the hedge'"—you must 
rm^ber that in Cornwall a hedge means a stonr 
wall—6 6 at one place, and the young man at 
another, but we could discern nothing; wher^ 
I do aver that the swiftest horse in England 
could not have conveydd himself out of sight in



OF PLACES SUPPOSED TO BE HAUNTED. 137 

so short a time Two things I observed in this 
day^s appeara'cee. First, a spaniel dog, which had 
followed the company unregarere, barked, and 
ran away as the spectrum passed by; whence it 
is easy to conclude that it was not our fear or 
fancy which made the apparition. Secondly, the 
motion of the spectre was not gradatim, or by 
steps or moving of the feet, but by a kind of 
gliding, as children upon ice, or as a boat down a 
river, which punctuaHy answer's the description 
the ancients give of the motion of these lemures. 

This ocular evidenee clearly convinced, but withal 
strangely affrighted the old gentleman and his 
wife. They well knew this woman, Dorothy 
Durant, in her lifetime, were at her burial, and 
now plainly saw her features in this apparition.

" ‘ The next morning, being Thursday, I went 
very early by myself, and walked for about an 
hour’s space in meditation and prayer in the field 
next adjoining. Soon after five I stepped over 
the stile into the haunted field, and had not gone 
above thirty or forty yards when the ghost ap
peared at the further stile. I spoke to it in some 
short rrntenrrs, in a loud voice, whereupon it 
approached me but slowly, and when I came near, 
moved not. I spoke again, and it answered me 
in a voice neither audible nor very i^n^^eli^^^iljk. 

I was not in the least terrified, and therefore peir 
sistee until it spoke again, and gave me satis
faction: but the work could not be finished at 
this time. Whereupon, the same evening, an hour 

V
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after sunset, it met me again at the same place, 

and after a few words on each side it quietly 
vanished, and neither doth appear now, nor hath 
appeared since, nor ever will more to any man's 
disturbance. The discourse in the morning laetse 
about a quarter of an hour.

"c These things are truLe, and I know them to be 
so, with as much certainty as my eyes and eeness 
can give me; and until I be persuaded that my 
esnees all decevve me about theii proper objects, 

and by that persuasion deprive myself of the 
strongest inducement to believe the Christam 
religion, I must and will asse-t that the things 
contained in this paper are true. As for the 
manner of my ploiseelng, I have no cause to be 
ashamdd of it I can juiiiOy it to men of good 
principees, discretion, and recondite learning, 

though in this case I choose to content myself 
with the a^s^s^ur^^^ of the thing, rather than be 
at the unprofitahee trouble to persuade ot^h^e^ to 
believe it; for I know well with what difficulty 
relations of so uncommon a nature and practice 
obtain belief.
" Through the ignorance of men in itii pecu

liar and mysterious part of philosophy and 1(H- 
gion, namely, the communication between spirits 
and men, not one scholar in ten thousand, though 
otherwise of excellent learning, knows any itinr 
about it This ignorance breeds fear and abhor
rence of that which otherwise might be of iniim- 
parable benefit to mankind.’ On itli strange re-
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lailon," concludes the county historian, “ the 
e-itor ftrblrrs to make any comment.“

Psstus. I think that is one the most ce^^i^-^- 
able stories which you have related; an- the very 
thing which eptsls its interest makes one the 
more un-oubtedly -r^c^^v^e its truth.

Eusebia. You refer to Mr. Ruddee's silence as 
to the mission of the spirit.

Pistus. Yu: it has the very impress of truth. 

The —hole tale is most naturaHy relate-. You 
see the priest of the seventeenth century, rather 
disposed to believe in apparitions, but, with 
sturdy good sense, requiring some more proof of 
the fact than a boy's —oc-. His minute descr-p- 
tltr of the manner in which the ghost appeared 
is very interesting; and the fact of its visibility 
to the -og that was with them, very curious, and 
not to be overlooked in a discussion of this kind.

Sophron. To my min- the most remarkable 
pact is his aeeuranle that the spirit would appear 
no more. And one longs to know what busrnees 
it was that coul- not be d^s^p^itceh^. in the monn- 
ing, and yet was so easily accomplishe- in the 
evening. One can think of nothing but som! 
inquiry on the part of the spirit which Mr. Rud
dle could not answer without further time. And 
yet how contrary to all our ideas of an apparition, 
that it should come to a man for information !

Theodora. You might say, perhaps, that in the 
morning conversation the spirit requested Mr. 
Rudde to execute some commsesstn; of the ac-
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complishment of which it reœived assui:an^ in 
the evening.

Sophron. That comes to much the same diffi
culty ; for how strange that it could not have 
satisfied itself!

Pittus. And then its confinement to that field 
is singular. Mr. Rudctte seema to have felt satis
fied that it could not cross the stile when he 
retired into the adjoining field to prepare himself 
for his interview with it.

Eusebia. It affords another instance of an ap
parition presenting itself to the most unlikey, 
person at first. The spirit wanted nothing with 
young Bligh, and only appeass to have used him 
as an instrument for getting at Mr. Ruddee. And 
yet how remarkahee its unwiliîngeess to appear 
when he first went in^fbo the field by himself !

Pittus. And not less so the length of time 
which elapsed between Dorothy Durant's death 
and her appeaanmee. Well, it is one of the most 
strikíng stories I ever heard.

Theo. The evening has seemed to close quite 
speedily. We must reserve any thing else we may 
have to say on the subject till to-morrow.



night vii

of she credibilsty of apparstions,

Theo. Jusi. look out into the solemn loveliness 
of Shis ivining. Ons cannot wonder that min's 
minds should bs disposdd So rscsivi any mtillli 
gince from ths world of spirits, aS a time whin 
their own world looks so spiritual itself.

Sophron. It is odd Shat with so much liss light 
ths contrast between moonlight and moon—shade 
should bs so much mori striking Shan ths similar 
contrast by day. Such a violent opposition of 
tini- would in broad daylight bi monstrous.

Pettus. I never saw a more sSrikîng contrast 
than once in crossing the mountains by moon
light. We wire windig up a pass, one side of 
She ravine being in She deepest shade. Foremost 
of our party rode a lady, in a whits habit, mountsd 
on a white horss. Whin -hi reached She Sop of 
She zigzag which we wire ascending, shi came 
oui into She full moonshini, and ths ifftct of that 
single horss and rider glaring with a snow—white 
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brightness against the black sky, and amidst the 
wild mountain rauneyr, was indsrcrihrblt.

Sophron. The shadows of the contorted arms of 
Crees in winter art most curious, and, I doubt not, 
have given rise to many and many a talr of 
haunted lanes ; the very spots where such ap
paritions stum most useless.

Eusebia. Have we sufficiently considered that 
argument of us^eli^i^i^ns^ ? for, it dors stum to me 
that unbelievers have a right to rsly on it, and to 
argue that, if God svur does break through ths 
established laws of nature, it might reasonably bs 
expected that it would bs to some good tnd.

Psstus. You have first to prove that a seem
ingly useless apparition may not bu sunt for a 
very good end, although we may not bs able to 
know it. I might urge that any thing which 
tends to convince us of the nurrners of our con
nexion with the invisible world has a manifestly 
good und, only you would reply that such rtorier 
are seldom believed, and therefore cannot produce 
such conviction. Yrt they may do so in ths 
persons immediately concensdd; and that is 
something. On the whole, I would rather say 
that we know far Coo littls to decide whether any 
given supernatural ^p)p^(^^anc^^ is useless or not; /
and there are casus where some Chat have suumed 
useless and indeed absurd, have afterwards bssn 
proved very much the contrary. I will read you 
one of these from a lately published hook. " A
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gentleman was rrSuming to his house at Evesham, 

(I think,) one summer evening in the late 
twilight. When a short distance from the town, 

he saw, on the opposite side of the road, a friend, 

whom he well knew to have been for some years 
dead. Excessively terrified, he quickened his 
pace; the figure did the same: he walked slowly; 

the apparition followed his example. So the pair 
kept on, till they were almost in the town, when 
the gentleman in question saw two ill-looking 
fellows crouching down at the side of a hedge, 
and heard one of them say to the other, ‘ It wont 
do Tom; there are two of them/ Shortly after 
passing these men the apparition vanished. 
Sometime subsequently, it was discovered that 
the two men had formed a design of robbing, on 
that particular evening, the gentleman in question, 
and were only restrained from doing it by the 
belief that he was accompanied by a friend."

Theodora. Mr. Dendy thus brauSffully tells 
another story of the ¡same kind. “I remember, 
as I was roaming over the wild region of Snow
donia, . . . the Welsh guide was looking down in 
deep thought on Lyn Guinant; and with a tear 
in his eye, he told us a pathetic story of two 
young pedestrians, who were benighted among 
the mountains in their ascent from Bredgrllert. 
They had parted company in the gloom of the 
evening, and each was alone in a desert. On a 
sudden, the voice of one of them was distinctiy 
heard by the other, in the direction of the gorge
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which bounds the pass of L-anberlSs, as if en
couraging him to proceed. The wanderer followed 
its sound, and at length escaped from itii laby- 
linit of rocks, and arrived safely at Capel Crlir. 

In the morning, his friend's body was found lying 
far behind the spot w^sr^s the phantom voice was 
flrii hsal•e, and away from the course of their 
routs. Was this ... a solemn instance of Orirne- 
ship after death, as if ths phantom had been 
sneree with srpsrnatuLral power, and became ths 
guardian angel of his friend ?”

Sophron. I can give you two stories, which, 

taken together, will p-^o^u^^s a similar conclusion. 

There was a house in Cambridge, in S. Andrew's 
Street, where for many days and nights together 
ths bells rang almost incriiantly, no cause being 
assignable, and continued to do so even when ths 
ropre were cut. Of cousee, in an Univrliliy this 
was set down to some folly among itr young 
men; but, though every possible endeavour was 
made to find out the cause, it never could be dis
covered. The disturbance finally craetd—if I 
have been rightly informed—on ths last day of 
the year. Now, ths facts of this story no one 
can deny; but that '1^ instnimenaaliyy was 
supernatural, I for a long time fairly eiibsl(evse ; 
partly on account of ths superior raer with which 
such a freak might be performed in Cambridge, 

as compared with any other town; partly on 
account of ths uselessness of ths visitation. At 
present I could not speak so decidedly; for,
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though my first argument remains as strong as 
ever, my second has been cut away from me by 
the following story:—In a lone part of the country, 

but not so very far from London, were two gentle
men^ houses at a short distance from each other; 
besides these two, there were none very close. 

The gentleman and lady who owned the better of 
the two, were proressedty, if not Athe-iSs, any 
how Deists. They had invited several friends to 
dinner one evening, and the lady was sitting in 
her drawing-room that afternoon, when she was 
annoyed by the constant r^i^ngin^g of a bell in the 
kitchen. She rang, and inquired what was the 
matter. The servant replied that they did not 
know who was ; but first one bell, and
then another, and then two or three together 
were pulled. The mistress, of course, grew angry 
at what she thought an impertinent answer; but, 

as the noise continued, she was obliged to ex
amine into the matter for herself, and she found 
the servant's answer perfectly correct. The bells 
were ringmg, and no one could tell why or how. 

A trick was suspected, and the bell-wires were cut: 

still the bells went on. The lady became alaromd, 
and her husband thought the circumstance 
curious; and as the guests were now beginning 
to arrive, it was mentioned to them. And, 

inerrd, it was almost necessarily talked of, for 
the dlsi^^]^i^£^r^cK continued all dinner-time, and all 
the evening; and when her friends were going 
away, the lady had worked herself into such a

L
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state of agitation, as to request one or two of 
them to stay. They consented; still the bells 
rang on, nor —ii— they chaeh till about midnight; 

after which they —ece quiet. Nothing remark
able happlnl- in that house, but in the neigh
bouring one then —as a robbery, and murder was 
committed. Now was not this interference, if 
supernatural, uscIcss?

Theo. Why, if that be all the story, it would 
certainly sum so; at all ^^8 it was ueelees 
where it orrurrl-.

Sophron. Well, that —as all the story foc some 
time. At length, the robbers —ho had broken 
into the other house wici taken up, tcie—, an— 
ron-lmnl-. They thm rtnleseed that it ha— 
bun theic sn.tlntion to have broken into that of 
which I have been telling you, where the plate 
was much more valuable; but that there was 
such an unaccountable cingrng of bel^s, an— (as 
they hucd) so many visitors, that they preferred 
making an attempt on the other. Whatever others 
may think, the lady and gentleman in question 
were so thoroughy convincee that they had been 
the subjecss of a miraculous interference of Provi
dence, as to renounce Deism, and thenceforward 
te live like good Christians.

Eusebia. Well, that is the happiest termination 
we have yet hlacd. But you do not mean to say 
that then ace many taln of apparition, of which 
you coul- not, by any possibi^^ityr, essrtvlr or 
imagme the use ?
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Sophron. Certainly not: nay, I rather draw 
an argument the other way from tlie fact. If the 
visitatìons of all spirits were attended with an 
apparent use, it would be naturai to conclude, in 
many of them, that the use the deviee
of the ghost. Again, on the other hand, if no 
such appa^^^ù^i^s had any use, I confess it might 
be brought forward as an argument against the 
theory, from ^ming to show the want of any 
connexien of an overruling Providence with such 
appearanees.

Eusebia. But is it not nonsideted one fair test 
of a miracle, whether it is of any utility or not ?

Sophron. It has been so considered: but by 
whom ? By men who, like Douglas, rested their 
defence of Scripture miracles well nigh on the 
destruction of all others. Not that even then 
they could secare their point. Look at the 
miracle of Eiisha, when he caused the iron to 
swim. Was not that (to use the almost profane 
language of such writers) an useeess miracle? 
Grantmg that the man who lost the axe-head 
were poor, as the fact of his having borrowed it 
has been suppoeed—I know not with what 
justìce—to prove, is it to be imagined that aoae 
of the soìs of the prophets possessed money 
enough to purchase another axe, or charity suf
ficient to help a brother in distress? Again, 

when our Lord was required to pay His share of 
the tempie tribute, we know that the AposBes 
had a common bag, and cannot but believe that 

l 2
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so small a sum might have burn paid from that. 

But it pleased Him rather to work a miracle, and 
cause a fish to bring ths piece in his mouth.

Pistus. I fear we must end this discussion for 
to-night, for I hear a somewhat untimeyy visitor.

Sophron. Not so: it is my friend Sarptiaus, a 
most determined disbeliever in such relations as 
those we have hsun dwelling on. I told him the 
subject of our discussion, and invited him to join 
us in it.

Eusebia. We shall then hear somewhat on the 
other side of the question, I presume.

Sophron. Welcome, good Sarpticur ! We are 
still, you sss, on Chu same subject. Sit down, 

now, and g’^vr us thu advantage of your remarks.

Scepticus. Well, I have no objection. Pray, on 
what branch are you dwelling to-night ?

Pistus. On the question whether any argument 
can bs drawn against the crsdibiiiyy of such tales 
from the and apparent imposrihilily of
some. We are on ths point of agrssing that an 
apparition, the uss of which is not to be dis
covered, is not in itself ons whit more impro
bable than such as have an extreme and manifest 
utility.

Scept. If such exist. If you are deter
mined to believe every thing for which you have 
a certain amount of testimony, I can give it you 
for some tales which I am sure you, or any other 
man possessed of common sunse, would reject as 
absurd.
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Pistus. To what tales do you refer ?

Scept. Why, for example, that one of the 
butler, in Ireaand, who had been l^i^k^e to be carried 
away by fiends. He was sent, so GlanvlUe says, 

by his master to buy cards; he fell in with a 
company sitting at a banquet in a field through 
which he passed; they invtted him to sit down 
with them; one among them warned him, " Do 
nothing which these people ask you ;" he refused 
any refreshments; and the whole scene vanished. 

That night, continues the narrator, the friendLy 
indivddual among the company came to the bed
side of the butler, and warned him not to stir out 
of doors, for that if he did, he would inevitaby 
be carried away. He kept within till evening, 

but then, having stepped into the garden, while 
several persons were standing by him, a rope was 
thrown round his waist, he was pulled off with 
incredibee speed, and only stopped by accidentally 
meeting with a man on horseback, who laid hold 
of one end of the rope, and had a smart blow 
given him for his pains. Here you begin to get 
the testimony of three or four penoons, besides 
that of the original actor. But this is not all. 

The Earl of Orrery hearing of this, sent for the 
man to his house; he slept there, and told that 
nobleman on the following morning that the 
spectre had again been with him, and had assueed 
him that on that day he would infallibly be 
carried away, and that no efforts could save him. 

On this, two bishops were sent for; and several 
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etlong men commiesioned to keep with the butler 
all day. Nothmg happened till towards svening, 

and then the unfortunate butler was ob^E^iv^^d to 
rise up in itLr air, as if about to be bodily carried 
away. On thss, one or two of ths stoutest fellows 
in ths company eneravoulre to press him down 
with their own weight, but to no prl■pose; he was 
whiried about at ths top of ihr room, in which 
attitude you may err him reprrsrntre in the 
frontisp(ece to GlanvllWs book. After some time, 

he was let down, and so escaped. Heard ever 
man so monstrous a tale ? And yet your worthy 
ghost believers of the isvrnternih century be’ 
Hsved this as firmly as any other; and besides a 
good number of inferior witnesses, ths Earl of 
Orrery is quoted as having sm this person 
carried up by invssibee hands into the air.

Sophron. You have Oolgotttn one material pas
sage in thus story; namely, that the party chiefly 
concerned in it was subject to fits. This effectu
ally quashes all his evidence; nor do I find any 
great degree of proof for ^1’ rest of the tale. 

If itr Earl of Orrery, or any other pelion of 
unblemished reputarion, had assured ms that he 
had errn a man supernaturaHy lifted off his feet 
and ialrire to itr roof, I could not venture to 
elsbrlirvs him, rnleie I knew him to be a man of 
weak intellect. So, if Glanvlne had told me, or 
left it in writing (which comes pretty much to 
thm same t^hinig), that his had been assured by 
Iod Orrery of his having sm it, I could hardly
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have failed to credit him, making all due allow
ances for the lntermediare link. But you will 
notice that, ionfrssrdly, the tale comes at third 
or fourth hand; which is one serious objection, 

brcauee, by a comparatively trifling exaggeration, 

a most miraculous story may be resolved into an 
every-day occurrence. So there is one objection. 
But a stronger one, to my mind, is, that this ac
count seems really opposed to all idea of a super- 
intendmg Providence. If evil spirits carry off, 
at their will, those that have offended them, and 
are to be resisted in the same way of physical 
force as a human enemy, Gorfs suprrintending 
government seems quite put out of the question. 

There does not appear, according to the tale, to 
have been any other idea of opposing the ghostly 
enemies of thss man, than by mustering a large 
body of friends: prayer and other spiri^^u^s^l wea
pons are left out of the question. The whole 
thing iorporralizrs our notions of spirit, and 
weakens our belief in Provddence.

Scept. Now you are doing the very thing that 
believers in such tales will not allow to be done 
—nuding an d pnon reason for disbrlieving tes
timony.

Sophron. I did not say that any d priori reason 
would not justify you in rejecting such stories as 
those on which we have been dwrlling. Any 
thing, for example, which directly impugns any 
article of faith is at once to be rejected ; and the 
more nearly it a^iioi^^h^ to this, or seems to
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approach to it, with the more caution is it to be 
received. This tale appears, to say the least, to 
be in opposition to what we know concerning 
God's I>rovicLeiice. Still, it may be very possible 
that it only to do so ; therefore, if it have
a sufficient degree of testimony, I am not u^w^iili^^g 
to receive it. But I do not find such degree in 
the account as given; I do find romr suspicious 
circumstances connected with it; and therefore, 

whik I am not justified in saying that it could 
not have been, I am justified in concluding that I 
do not believe that it was.

Sceit. Do you mean, then, to say, that the 
same weight of evidence which would induce you 
to believe the commonest and most every-day 
occurrence, would warrant your crediting any tale 
of an apparition ?

Sophron. Undoubted^ not. The more at va
riance with the usual course of God's Providence 
be the tale, surely the more testimony it needs to 
render it credible. It is but the carrying out an 
every-day principk. I have a servant, on whose 
word I know little ddpendende is to be placed. 
He calls me in the morning, and I inquire what 
kind of day it is. He answei’s, " Fine,” and I im
plicitly believe him. The weakest kind of testi
mony is sufficient for so very trivial and likely a 
fact. But if the same servant were to assure me 
that he had that morning seen a mock sun, I 
should have very great doubSs of his veracity, 

though the thing arrerred were in itself unim-
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portant. And if he wece to assure me that he 
ha- bun visited by a spirit on the prere-srg 
night, —hich spirit ha- given him a foc
me, I should not dream of acting on that message, 

unlm I coul- find some rorrurrlnt testimony to 
its rredlbiiily. But if two honest, urimagmatihe 
men came to me, an— proheeled t^o be entrui^t^^d 
by a ghost with a on which I —as to act,

I -o not sii on what principee I coul-d dssbelilvl 
them, unless the nature of the message —ere such 
that I ha- some reasonable gcoun(le to suspect 
collusion ; as, if I —ere desire- to -o something 
foc the benefit of my informanss. But further, if 
these men gave me a token, such as they could 
not of their own unassisted knowledge have be
come acquainted —ith, in proof of their Avor-s, 

should I not be guilty of folly in disbelieving 
them ? And fu^r^h^^r, if, as in the caeh of the -eath 
of the Duke of Burkinghnm, the event verified 
the prediction, should I not be ma- to -eny that 
that prediction came from a supernatural source ? 

Are you prepared to say that apparitions are 
impossible ? Because, if you can prove that, of 
course all argument from testimony is at an en-.

Scept. All thnngs are, of course, possible to 
Omnipotence ; but I hol- the thing to partake 
very much of the nature of an smptesibiltly.

Sophron. Almost impossible and quite impos
sible are as fac apart as light and -acknese; but, 

not to urge that, whereon —o you ground youc 
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abstract idea of the very sxcessvse improbabliity 
of such appearances ?

Scept. I think the writers on ths other side 
have shown thrir appreciation of it. Dr. Hdnry 
ftlort, in his E^i^<^lilidi^im, where he is writing 
on the true nature and srrsnce of spirit, with a 

view to prove the possibiliyy of apparitions, is 
compelled to argue that spirits are material. 
His whole philosophy on thus matter was staked 
on that point; and, in his annotations on various 
relations of apparitions, he takes care to dwell on 
" the easy ptrcribration of spirits through porous 
bodies," and Che like topics.

Sophron. I might answer you in your own way, 

that your friends, his opponent, were guilty of 
glaring absurdities in thrir opposing arguments. 

What say you to the ^111^8, who, svun affirm
ing that there were such things as spirits, nrveir 
t^!^^rs^, following Dss CarCss, asserted that they 
could not, bring immaterial, bu said to exist any 
where ?—that spirits, in short, exist no where ? 

What say you to ths Hoodnmdranw, who affirm 
that spirits are not only, as a whole, in the whole 
place occupisd by them, as all matter is, but, as a 
whole, in every part and point of ths whole ? nay, 

and who make it Chrir very definition of spirit, 

that ths whole must be in Che whole, and the 
whois in each part of ths whole also ? No ; all 
that these discussions prove is, our ignorance of 
the subject: they will never convincs any onu
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either for or against the possibility of appari
tions.

Scept. It seems to me that—though that is 
not the strongest argument—it is very doubtful 
whether physical senses, like ours, could see a 
spirit.

Pistus. What say you, then, to all the i^s^a^^^c^^s 
in Holy Scripture to the contrary ? more espe
cially to that where the young man, at the prayer 
of Eissha, had his eyres opened to behold the 
chariots of fire and horses of fire that surrounded 
the city ?

Scept. I say that, in those instances, the eyes 
of indvvddiaass were miraiuiously opened to behold 
those supernatural appeaamees. That is a very 
different thing from such tales as are now in 
vog^ee. In them a spirit is usually represented 
as appearing when it pleases, where it pleases, 

and to whom it pleases; as if the mere fact of 
presenting itself to a man made it also visible to 
him.

Pistus. On the contrary, were such the case, I 
should agree with you on the point. In all those 
instances in which ghosts have appeared, God 
must be considered as having supernaturaHy 
enabled the objects of their visitation to behold 
them. The miracle is rather in the person seeing 
than in the thing seen.

Scept. But then again, those appeaaacrnes in 
Scriptuee are confined to the visits of angels. 

These, we know, are ministering spirits, and
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might be supposed to appear on messages whether 
of love or rebuke ; but of the spirits of darted 
rn^ we arc not told as much, nor have we any 
instance of a similar thing.

SoPhron. Tha^t, with your favour, is a great 
deal more than can be asserted. How can you 
tell that the spirits of the departed just may not 
be eometimes meant under the tite of angels in 
the Old Testament ? But whether there may be 
or not, we have the one instance of Samuel raised 
by the witch of Endor, which is a host in itself.

Scept. No one can reasonably assert that that 
apparition was in reality the soul of Samuel : it 
was simply the iUusìon of an evil spirit.

Sophron. On the contrary, the whole tenor of 
the story most manifestly shows that it was 
Samuel. The eechtet]:■tes plainly was astoeiehee 
at what she saw. She expected, probably, to 
behold some spirit in the shape of Samuel ; but 
when " the old man covered with a mantle came 
up," she perceived that it was something more 
than she had looked for. She stood in need of 
Sauls comfort : a marvellous thing, if she were 
only pursuing her usual craft ! This completely 
destroys the objection, that enchantments can 
have no power over the sonds of the just. Of 
couree they cannot ; nor need any one say that 
they had here.

Scept. You will allow thus much—that Samuel, 
if it were really he, could not appear without the 
command of God.
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Sophron. Or His permission.

Scept. Well; His command or His prlmission. 

And would that command or that pd-mission 
have been given in answer to a wicked endea
vour on the part of Saul ? See what this would 
come to ; Saul sought, in the usual and appointed 
ways, for the direction of God ; no answer was 
returned ; he then employed a method sxpr,esily 
and abioluirly forbidden, and in iiislO a capital 
crime, and at once obtained a reply.

Sophron. And in that reply his own punish
ment. But what mors astonishing in the fact 
that an answer was returned when impiously 
sought, which had been ernire when rneravorlrd 
after in th’ appointed manner, than thm is in 
ths fact that, when A^h^i^iia^h sent to consult Baal- 
zrbub, God returned him an answer by ths mouth 
of His prophet ? And the case was th’ same 
with Balaam. When hs was sneeavouring to 
discover some means of culimg Israel sffsctually, 

God mst him, and put a word in his mouth.

Scepi. But the tsnor of what this apparition 
said makes against you. " Why hast thou dis
quieted me," it asked, " to bring ms up ?" Ttrlr- 
fore, hsrs is an express proof that it was not ths 
spirit of him whom it pslsonatsd ; because ws 
are all aglrrd that witchcraft, which undorLbttdly 
existed in the Mosaic dispensation, could not have 
any rfifect over this happiness of ths

Sophron. Nor is ^^r^n reason to look on thrss 
worei as any thing mors than figurative—as a
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representation to human faculties of what is above 
them. " Why hast thou given me the trouble of
coming up ?" You might just as well build an 
argument on the words " coming up ;" which 
would be manifestly absurd.

Scept. He says again, " To-morrow shalt thou 
and thy sons be with me." Now, in the first 
place, the battle of G^H?(^a did not take place on 
the morrow ; and, in the second, Saul, at its con
clusion, was certainly not with Samuel, but in 
" his own place."

Sophron. As to the word "to-morrow," that must 
be taken with the same latitude which we allow 
to the expressions " for ever," &c., in Holy Scrip
ture ; and as to being " with me," what meaning 
so natural as—thou shalt be in the state of the 
dead in another world ?

Scept. Still, whatever may be decided about 
this relation, it is not of very much importance 
to the present inquiry, be^c^^uee it occurred in the 
Jewish theocracy, and there is no arguing from 

.that, in a matter of this kind, to the Christian, 
dispensation. In the New Testament we find 
hardly a hint of the possibility of departed sou^ 
re-appearing ; though many, I willingly grant 
you, of the appearances of angess.

Sophron. When our Lord appeared to the dis^i- 
ples as they were on the sea, they were terrffied in 
the thought that they had seen a spirit. He 
never rebuked them for this thought ; He simply 
assured them that they were mistaken in the fact,

I
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not that they imagined an imposslbility. “ It is 
I: be not afraid.” And still more remarkably in 
another instance. After His rrsurrritionJ “ they 
were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that 
they had sm a spirit.” How did He answer? 
“ Handee me and sk- ; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye see me havewhich s-rms 
quite to show the possibility of thrir seeing a 
spirit. And I can understand nothing else by the 
persuasion of the Church of when S.
Peter was loos-d out of prison,—“ then said they, 
It is his angel,”—than their belief that it was his 
ghost No; I think the New Testament is more 
express even than the Ol^ on the pcssibility of 
such apparitions. In the former we have one 
solitary instance, and that instance not unattended 
with objections and difficulties; in the latter, we 
have two virtual admissions of our Lord Himself, 
that the rppearnnre of spirits is a possible thing.

SCept. You are fond of buildnng on one argu
ment, which, ionsieeree quietly, has no weight 
at all. People call the seeing a ghost the r—rct 
of imagination. Not so, say the re^l^c^<^¡i^trs on 
your side the question, brcrure if one person may 
fancy such an apparition, two at the same time, 
and in the same place, certainly would not On 
the contrary, my own belief is, that if one person 
took such a fancy into his head it would be con
tagious. You know that in the great Plaguie, a 
whole crowd arrrverated that they beheld a ghost, 
which one fanatic pomire out

I
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Sophron. True. But it was pointed out to I
them first. They did not simultaneously fancy it. 

That is what I assert, in a case of mere fancy, to 
be impossible. In the greater part of those in 
stances, where a spirit has appeared to two per 
sons at the same time, both have become sensible 
of its presence in the same identical moment ; not 
one pointed it out to the other. Though, were an 
instance of this last to be produced, it would 
determine nothing definite against that apparition, 

became such was the case with Saul and the 
witch of Endor. The enchantress, it is manifest
from the story, perceived it befoee the monarch. 

But this argument of yours about fancy, never 
possessmg any great weight, is most unp^l^o- 
phical of all, where you have to imagine a curious 
coincidence of the fancy and the thing fancied ; 

as when, at the moment of his death, the dying 
man appears to a friend at a distance.

Scept. But the difficulty of verify^ such 
stories! The impossibiiiVy of verifymg them at 
first hand !

Sophron. Of course, if a man does not endeavour 
to verify them, we cannot expect to find them 
verified. It is no difficult thing to do, with respect 
to modern stories ; and as regards ancient accounts, 

several of them are regarded with a degeee of 
testimony that would be amply sufficient to esta
blish the most important piece of history. Such 
is that relation of the Banshee seen by Lady 
Fanshawe ; of the appearnnee of the ghost of Sir 
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George Vlliiers So Parker ; such, also, in ricinS 
timi-, the Sale we yst have to relate of ths Fate 
of Booty.

Sceps. Consider the moral consequnntes of such 
a belief : whaS cowards ii Ssnds So make min ; 

how superstitious—how unfit for the ordinary con
cerns of Ufi.

Sophron. Nay ; contess yourself, which would 
bs mor’s terrified of She two at a rial apparition ; 

She man who had always belisvsd such an svini 
possible, though unlikely ; or he that had re
garded ii as absolutely impossible ? It would be 
all the difference between an army Shat came pre
pared on an expecSed snsmy, and one which fill 
inio an unlooked for ambush. And ont thing I 
Sake So bs worthy of relation ; I never yeS hsai^d 
of a spscSrs that was said So have appeared, 

when he by whom ii was sttn had been talking or 
Shiakiag of such matters ; that is, whin he was in 
the slate of mind, which, according So you, would 
be most likely So produce such imaginations. I 
say never : for I do not think an obscure story of 
an apparition, which was said So have presiaSle 
il-sHon board Shi Victory to She officers, whin they 
had bssn discussing such matters, to have been 
more than (what was so very likely on board any 
ship, and still more on board a ship not in active 
service) a trick.

Sceps. Will, -ssing is believing. Whin I sti 
a ghost, I -hall believe Shat oihsrs may have 
dons so.

M
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Sophron. Why, to be consistent, you ought not 
to believe it a whit the more then. If others had 
fancied such things, so may you ; and therefore 
such fancy would be no ground for any change in 
your views. But seriously, the state of mind that 
will not believe except on sight, is a most un
happy one.

Scept. On this subject, I fear it will never alter. 

Nevertheless, I shall be glad, if you will allow me 
to attend a renewal of this discussion to-morrow 
evening.

Sophron. Most willingly.



NIGHT VIII.

OF APPARITIONS AT THE MOMENT OF DEATH.

Sophron. We said, some nights ago, that the well- 
authenticated instances of the apparition of spirits, 

at the moment of their departure from the body, 

were far more numerous than those of any other 
kind. There is so much sameness in these rela
tions, that we shall probably not be desirous of 
hearing very many: five or six examples, on in- 
controvertibte authority, will prove as much as 

fifty.
Scept. I enter a protest against all cases in 

which the visitation of these apparitions has not 
been mentioned till after the death of the person 
was known. One can never tell how far the sheer 
desire of having a wonderful occurrence to relate, 

will lead a man.

Sophron. You will not generally find that 
people have kept such kind of visitations secret; 

therefore, that argument will be cut away 
from under you. These visitations are generally 

m 2 
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useless, using the word as we have all along used 
it; though there may be an instance or two 
to the contrary.

Pistus. One such I will tell you. Thr father of 
a eigni-ayy of our Church, very well known in 
London, was a colonel on service in Canada. His 
regiment was quartered in some place in that 
country, and two of his oOficees were stationse in an 
outpost at some distance from hsae—qralters. They 
slept in thr same room, and on the followlng 
morning, onc said to thr othee—" Pray, did you scc 
any thing remarkable last night ?" " Yrs," said 
thr other, "I did; did you?" "Assured^/" was
the reply, " I saw ths appalition of Colonel B." 
" Did he say anythmg to you?" " Yrs." " So he did 
to ms: we will not trll each other what it was; 

but we will make a deposition of it, and scc if our 
two accounts agree." Thry accordingly did so; 

the two depositions agreed exactly, and to thr 
followmg effect:—hhat Colonel B. had appeared to 
each of them ; that he had requestse them, when 
they returned to Engtand, to take cars of his 
son, then a young child, thither; on reaching 
London, to go to such a room, in such a house, in 
such a street, naming each; and when there, to 
look in such a drawer of such an escritoire, which 
he described exactly; that in that drawer they 
would fine a paper, which he also particu-arized ; 

that they should present this paper, together with 
his son, to Queen Charlotte ; that if they did this, 

it would bc ths making of ths boy's fortune, and
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that they themselves would be gainers. On finding 
that their two stories so completely tallied, they 
rode together to head-quarters, and there learnt 
that Colonel B. was dead. Shortly afterwards, the 
regiment was ordered to England ; they took 
charge of young B., went to the house described 
on arrivmg in London, and found the paper with
out any trouWe. They presented it and the 
child, as directed, to the queen; the boy was 
thenceforth taken under royal patronage, and 
obtained as many pieces of preferment as he could 
hold; and the officers themselves were shortly 
afterwards promoted. This story comes from the 
relation of the party principany concerned, namely, 

Colonel B.'s son himself.
Scept. Not, then, from that of the officers. 

Pisiui. No.

Scept. Then you have no witness at all to the 
fact of the apparition; merely to events which took 
place in consequmce of that event, real or sup
posed.

Piitus. Why, you would hardly accuse two 
officers of the grossest deceit, practised, too, for 
no imaginable end. If they were not informed of 
the paper and the escritoire supernatural^, they 
must have heard the story from Colonel B. in his life 
time; and why be at the trouble of denying this 
fact, and gettnig up another, which, till the event 
proved it true, must have exposed them to great 
ridicuee ?

Scept. But why should not Colonel B. have told 



166 NIGHT VIII.

them the secret in his li^dr^1iin^e, as well as after his 
death ?

Pittus. Oh, you may imagme many reasons for 
that. He might naturally have been unwilling, 

when in health, to trust it to any one ; when he 
lay on his death-bed, as I said, his two friends 
were absent, and he might have bm unable to 
write. But, after all, there is a simpler and 
easier solution, which is by no means improbable, 

namely, that Colonel B. might not have become 
acquainted with the importance that that paper 
would exercise on his son's fortunes, till he entered 
the in^vi^bl! world.

SOphron. Very true. I think, Scepticus, we 
may turn Dr. Johnoon"s dictum against you : 
6 He who relates nothing beyond the limits of 
probability, has a right to demand that they shall 
believe him, who cannot contradict him.""

Scept. So you call such an appearance as this, 

" nothing beyond the limits of probabiltty.""
SoPhron. In itself, certainly not : you say there 

is an antecedent improbabiiity, which we do not 
see.

Pistus. I need not remind you, also, that the 
thing was sworn to, and could therefore, I pre
sume, be legally verified in Canada.

SOphrON. I will now give you an instance which 
occurred in Malta. Major Galoot—I use a 
name ÿwvavra œuvîtoÎœîv—was at the mess-taNe 
with his brother officers, when his servant stepped 
in, and announced his brother, Colonel Gainfoot, as
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just arrived from England. 6 Bring him in, bring
him in, Gainfoot," cried several of the officers, by 
whom he was well known. The major stepped 
out with that design, and presently returned by 
himself. " He seemed in rather a singulär state,"
said he ; " he pleaded business, and said that he 
was obliged to decline your invitatmn." " But
how is he ?" said some one. " Why, truly, he said 
very little about himself or any thing else; but I 
suppose I shall see him by and by." However, 
that day and the next passed, and no Colonel 
Gainfoot appeared; and by the next mail from 
Engend, came news of his death at t^l^e precise 
moment that his arrival was announced to the 
officers.

Scept. I can hardly imagine one brother con
versing with another, and not Unding out that he 
was talking to an apparitfon, if the case really 
were so. How many questions of "When, and 
how, and why did you come?" and such like, 

must naturally be asked, which would not be 
answered!

Sophroo. One should expect so; and so, in 
deed, it actually might have been in this case. 

Any how, Major Gainfoot thought that his bro
ther’s behaviour was strange and unaccountable. 

But I will read you, from Lord Byron’s Liie, a 
more remarkable instance of the same thing. 

" Lord Byron," says Moore, " used sometimes to 
mention a strange story, which the commander of 
the packet, Captain Kidd, related to them on the
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passage. Thus officer stated being asleep
one night in his berth, he was awakened by the 
pressure of something heavy on his limbs; and, 

there being a faint light in the room, coul- sii, 

as he thought, eietinctly the figure of his brother, 

who was at time in the same elrvrce in the
East Indies, dressed in his uniform, an- strltrhld 
across the bed. Concludnng it to be an inusoon 
of the smses, he shut his eyes, an- made an effort 
to sleep ; but still the same preesure continued; 
an— still, as often as he ventured to take another 
look, he saw the figure lying across him in the 
same position. To a-d to the wonder, on putting 
his hand forth to touch this focm, he found the 
unffoim, in which it appeared to be dressed, —rip
ping wet. On the lntrancl of one of his brother 
officers, to whom he cried out in alarm, the appa
rition vanished ; but, in a few months after, he 
rerlivl— the stactlnng sntelSigenle that, on that 
night, his brother had bun -rowne— in the Indian 
elas. Of the supernatural rhrrartlr of this ap
pearance, Crptarn Kidd himself —id not appear 
to have the slightest -oubt."

Pittus. I sai-, some time ago, that I coul— give 
you an instance of the apparition of one child to 
another. A Mr. B., of corsieerrble practice as a 
surgeon, an— who live- in Golden-square, was 
attending the infant of his bcother-ir-lrw, who 
was ill of eraclet Iivik Desirous of preslrrsng 
the other children from infection, he offered them 
a temporary hornMn his own house. The offer
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was annepted, and the children accordingly re
moved. One of them, a little girl of about five 
years of age, was playing in a dreesmg—room 
which opened out of a bed—room then used as a 
nursery, her aunt, Mrs. B., being in this nursery. 

All on a sudden she called out, " Oh, aunt ! come 
and see the baby, the poor baby ! There he is— 
there!" pointìng to a corner of the room, and 
half way between the floor and the ceiling. M^^^. 
B. came in, and nothing was to be seen ; but the 
child persisted in her story. This was about five 
o'clock in the evening ; and shortly afterwards 
Mi\ B. returned home, and said that the infant 
had actually died at that time. Now, will you 
say that this was a singular coincidence, or con
fess that it was supernatural ?

Scept. If the tale were told by the child before 
the news of her brother's death were received-----

Pituus. As it most undoubtedy was.

Scept. Then, I think, that is a very strong 
case on your side.

Pittus. And so deep was the impression made 
on the child's mind, that she afterwards used to 
request permission to go into the dressing
room, under the idea that she should see her 
brother there. There certainly was no deceit in 
the case ; there could be no room for fancy ; nor 
does it reach you by any circuitous course. Mr. 
B. told it to a lady, from whom I have it.

Eusebia. I have heard a somewhat similar story, 

though I cannot avouch its truth so positively. A
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gentleman, whose mother was in a declining state 
of health, was keeping house in the absence of 
his wife. One of his children, who was little 
more than an infant, slept in a closet opening out 
of his bed-room. He awoke in the middle of the 
night, under the impression that some one was -
kissing his cheek ; and, to his horror, he saw the 
figure of his mother standing by him. " Do not
be sorry for me," it said; “ I am happyand 
forthwith vanished in the direction of the closet.
At the time of its disappearance, the child who 
slept in that closet shrieked out as if much 
alarmed. The gentleman of course imagined that 
his mother was dead; he resolved, however, to 
wait for the post. A letter carne, not sealed with 
black; he opened it, and found that she was 
better. But, on re-perusing it, he observed that 
it was dated a day earlier than it ought to have 
been; and on looking at the outside, found the 
stamp, “too late.“ He now waited with great 
anxiety for the next post; and that brought him 
an account of the death of his mother, at the 
very time that he had seen her figure by his 
bed-side.

Scept. So those stories always terminate; but 
the exact time, I should think, was often dificult 
to ascertain.

Pistus. Why so ? The time of death is always 
noticed; and if you saw such an apparitwn as 
we have been discussing, would not almost your 
first impulse be, to consult your watch ?
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Sophron. GlanvUle has one instance of the same 
kind; but it is not a very striking one. Dr. Rush, 
afterwards bishop of Dromon, a name not ignoble 
among our divines, vouched for its truth. A 
London tradesman, named Watkmson, who lived 
in Smithfield, had a daughter married to one 
Francis Topham, resident at York. The match 
had taken place against the parents' consent; but 
the offence had been forgiven, and Mrs. Topham 
so^^tnn^ visited her father. "When she was 
last with him," proceeds the story, “upon their 
parting, she expressdd a fear that she should never 
see him more. He answered her, if he should die, 

if ever God did permit the dead to see the living, 

he would see her again. Now, after he had been 
buried half a year, on a night when she was in 
bed, but could not sleep, she heard music, and the 
chamber grew lighter and lighter ; and she, being 
broad awake, saw her father stand at her bed
side, who said, ' Mall, did I not tell thee that I 
would see thee once again?' She called him 
father, and talked of many things; and he bid 
her be patient, and dutiful to her mother. And 
when she told him that she had a child since he 
did die, he said that would not trouble her long. 

He bade her speak what she would now to him, 

for he must go, and that he should never see her 
more till they met in the kingdom of heaven. So 
the chamber grew darker and darker, and he was 
gone, with music. And she said she did never 
dream of him, nor ever see any apparition of him 
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after. Hr was a very honest, godly man, as far 
as I can till."

E^usi^bu. a singular instance of an apparition 
unattended with terror on the part of the person 
visited by it.

Pistus. There is a captain in the West India 
packet ec-viise, now living, who affirms—and he is 
known for a man of honour—that the ipilii of 
his deceased wife appeass to him at stated inter
vals, and that he looks forward to her visits (I 
think they occur once a month) as thc greatest 
happiness of his life.

Sophron. But the most complicated story, so to 
speak, of an apparition, is one which occurred on 
board a Brazil packet. A lady was lying on the 
sofa in thc ladies"' saloon, when, to hrr surprise, a 
gentleman cntesed it from the grand saloon, and 
passing through it, went out by ths door that led 
towards the hold. She was much astonished, both 
that any one should enter the room at all, at lrast 
without knockmg, and at not recognizing the 
gentleman who did so, as she had associated 
with thr paeecngrss for some days. She men
tioned the matirl to hrr husband, who said that 
he must have been confined to his brrth till then, 
but that it would prihaps appear, when ths pas- 
'cngera sat down to dinner, who he was. At 
(mner-time, ths lady carefully examined her com
panions, and was positive that no such person was 
among them. She asked the captain if there 
wrrs any paiirngrr not then at table. Ht an-
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swered her, that there was not. She never forgot 
the circumstance, though her husband treated it 
as a mere fancy, and thought no more of it. 

Some time afterwards, she was walking with him 
in London, when she pointed out a gentleman in 
the street, and said, with romd agitatoon, " There! 

there! that is the person whom I saw on board 
the packet. Do go and speak to him ; pray do 
go, and ask him if he were not there.” " Impos*
siMe, my dear," replied her husband ; " he would 
think that I meant to insult tln." However, his 
wife's importuniry and agitation prevailed. Step
ping up to the gentleman she had pointed out, 
and apologizing for the liberty he was about to 
take, " Pray, sir," said he, " may I ask whether 
you were on board the Brazil packet at such 
a time ?" ” No, sir," replied the person aedrerred, 

" I certainly was not; but may I inqurre why you 
thought that I was ?" The interrogator related 
the circumstance. ” What day was it ?" asked 
the other. That having been settled, "Well, sir,” 
said the stranger, "it is a very remarkabee cir
cumstance that I had a twin brother, so like my
self that no one could tell us apart. He died, 

poor fellow, in America on that very day."
Pistus. The most remarkabee point in that 

story is its localism, so to speak. A man dirs in 
America; and his spirit is rdre, on that very 
day, on board a ship between America and 
Engaand, as if crossing from one country to the 
other.
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Scept. Well, if that be not materialssm, I can
not imagine any thing that is.

Pittüs. I only said what it seemed like ; I do 
not presume to say what the real explanation may 
be. But I can see no more materiaissm in ima
gining a spirit to move locally, than to rest locally, 

as in the case of haunted houses.

Sophron. I will read you a story connected with 
a remarkable trial in the Court of King's Bench, 

London, as extracted from those for the years 
1687, 1688, by Cockburn in his travels.

" An action in the Court of Eng's Bench was 
brought by a Mrs. Booty against Captann Bar
naby, to recover 1000l. as damagss for the scandal 
of his assertion that he had seen her deceased 
husband, Mr. Booty, a receiver, driven into hell.

"The journal books of three different ships 
were produced in court, and the following pas
sages recorded in each, submitted to the court by 
the defendant's counsel.

" ‘Thursday, May 14, 1687. Saw the island of 
Lipari, and came to an anchor off the same island, 

and then we were at W.S.W.
6 6 Friday, May 15. Captain Barnaby, Captain 

Bristow, Captain Br^own, I, and a Mr. Ball, mieo 
chant, went on shore to shoot rabbits, on Strom
boli ; and when we had done, we called all our 
men together to us, and about three quarters past 
three o'clock we all saw two men runmng towards 
us with such swiftness that no living man could 
mn half so fast; when all of us heard Captain
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Barnaby say, ' Lord, bless us; the forlmoet is ol— 
Booty, my next —ooc neighbour;' but he sai— he 
di— not know the other, who can behm-. Hi was 
in black clothes, an— the foremost was in grey. 

Then Captain Barnaby —isici— all of us to take 
an account of the time, and pen it -own in our 
pocklt-booke: an- when we got on boar— we 
wrote it in our jounaass, for we saw them cun into 
the flames of 11ci, and there was a great noise, 

which greatly affrighted us all, foc we none of us 
ever saw or hear— the like before. Captain Bar
naby sal-, 'He was certain it —as old Booty 
which he saw curmng over Stromboli, an— into 
the flames of hell.'

" Then coming home to England, an— lying 
at Graveeer-, Captain Barnaby's wife came on 
boar— the 6th -ay of October, 1687, at which 
time Captain Barnaby an— Captain Brown 
sent foc Captain Bristow an— Mr. Ball, mer
chant, to congratulate with them ; an— after some 
—lscturel, Captain Barnaby's wife starte— up, 

an— sai-, ' My dear, old Booty is —ea-;' an
he —i^i^^^tlly ma—e answer, fWe all saw him cun 
into hell' Afte—aards Captain Barnaby's wife 
told a gentleman of his acquaintance in London 
what her husband ha— ers—, an— he went an- 
acquainte— Mrs. Booty of the whole affair: upon 
that Mrs. Booty aITlstl— Captain Barnaby in a 
1000l. action for what he ha— said of her husband. 
Captain Barnaby gave ball for it, an— it came to 
a trial in the Court of King's Bench, an— they
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had Mr. Booty's wearing apparel brought into 
court, and the sexton of the parish, and the peOple 
tliat were with him when he died ; and we swore 
to our journals, and it came to the same time 
within two minutes. Ten of our men swore to 
the buttons on his coat, and that they were 
covered with the same sort of cloth his coat was 
made of, and so it proved.

" The jury asked Mr. Spinks (whose hand
writing in the journal that happened to be read 
appeared) if he knew Mr. Booty : he answered, 

‘ I never saw him till he ran by me on the burn
ing mountains.'

" The judge said, ( Lord, have mercy on me, and 
grant I may never see what you have seen. One, 

two, or three may be mistaken, but thirty never 
can be mistaken.'

"So the widow lost her cause. The defence 
set up was, that the defendant had spoken no 
more than had been seen by a number of pe^ 
sons as well as himself1."

1 A Voyage up the Medkern'nnean, &c., in 1810 and 1811, by 
Lieut.-Gen. Cockburn. Vol. ii. p. 335, &c.

Pisuus. I will tell you another of these popular 
stories, which may or may not be true. It runs 
thus. At sorne one of the great theatres a diabo
lical dance was introduced, which was performed 
by twelve fiends. The first night it was exhibteed 
the dancess perceived to their horror that a thtt- 
teenth fiend had introduced himself among them.
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They were so terrified that they retired from the 
stage, and the thing was never exhibited again. 
It was said at the time that there was no pos
sibility of a trick ; and certainly, if the appear
ance of a real fiend might ever be expected, it 
would be on such an occasion.

Sophron. Before we conclude, I have one or two 
more tales v^h^^c^h will not be out of place here, 
though perhaps they had been more appropriate 
in some preceding nights. The first of these is 
related in the late Mr. journal, from
which I will read it to you.

" NW 1832.—At the death of her father, Miss 
R  inhered, among other possessìons, the 
home—farm called Compton Marsh, which re 
mained in her own occupation, under the manage
ment of a bailiff. This man, named John----- ,
was en^g^ag^<^d to be married to a good—looking girl, 

to whom he had long been attached, and who 
superintended the dairy. One morning, Miss 
R----- , who had adopted masculine habits, was
going out with her greyhounds, accompanied by 
a female friend, and called at the farm. Both 
the ladies were struck by the paleness and agita
tion evinced by the dairy—maid. Thinking some 
lovers" quarrel might have taken place, the visitors 
questioned her strictly respecting the cause of her 
evident distress ; and at length, with great diff 
culty, prevailed upon her to dis^see it. She said 
that, on the night preceding, she had gone to bed 
at her usual hour, and had fallen asleep, when she

O 
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was awakened by a noise in her room. Rousmg 
herself, she sat upright and listened. The noise 
was not repeated, but between herself and the 
window, in the clear moonlight, she saw John 
standing within a foot of the bed, and so near to 
her, that by stretching out her hand she could 
have touched him. She called out immediately, 

and ordered him peremptorily to leave the room. 

He remained motionless, looking at her with a 
sad countenance, and in a low, but distinct tone 
of voice, bade her not be alarmed, as the only 
pur^oo^ of his visit was to inform her that he 
should not survive that day six weeks, naming, 

at the sanie time, two o'clock as the hour of iris 
decease. As he ceased speaking, she perceived 
the figure gradually fading, and growing fainter 
in the moonlight, till, without appearing to move 
away, it grew indiatinet in ite outlìne, and fìnally 
was lost to sight. Much alarmed, she rose and 
dressed herself, but found every thing still quiet 
in the house, and the door locked in the inside as 
usual. She did not return to bed, but had pni- 
dence enough to say nothing of what she had 
seen, either to John or to any one else. Miss 
R  mommended her silence, advising her to 
adhere to it, on the ground that ^ese kind of 
prophecnos oometimos bring their own completion 
along with them.

"The time olìprnd away, and noewithstanding 
her unaffnctmd Miss R could not
forbear, on the morning of the day specificd, riding
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down to ths farm, where she found ths girl 
uncommonly cheerful, having had no return of 
her vision, and hrr lovsr remained still in full 
health. He was gone, shc told the ladies, to 
Wantage market, with a load of chcese which he 
had to di^^-isre of, and was expected back in a 
couplc of hours. Miss R-----went on and pur
sued her favourite amusement of coursing; she 
had killed a hare, and was rsiurmng to ths house 
with her companion, when they saw a female, 

whom they at once recognized as ths eairy-maid, 

ruinmng with great swiftness up to thc avenue 
wh^^ic^h ltd to ths mansion. They both immsdiateyy 
put it’il horsts to their speed, Miss R—— ex
claiming, ‘ Good God ! something has gone wrong 
at thr farm!' Ths presentiment was verified. 

John had returned, looking pals and complaining 
of fatigue, and soon after went to his own room, 

saying he should lit down for half an hour, while 
thr men were at dinner. He di^d so, but not rs- 
irlning at thr time mentioned, ths girl went to 
call him, and found him lying Cead on his own 
bed. Hr had been seized with an aneurism of 
ths heart."

Piitus. I have heard an even mors incomprr- 
hsnsibls story of itii kind. Ths mistress of a 
fami! was sligh^y lndisposse, and had told her 
servant that shs should breakfast in bed. This 
servant was rngagse in ths hall, wh’n, to hSr 
surprise, thS lady cams down siail,e in her dress- 

o 2 
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ing-gown, and, though the morning was very cold, 
hurried out of doors in an agitated manner. The 
servant went up into the lady's bre-room, and 
found her asleep. On coming down to her family, 

this lady said, that she had that morning had a 
troublesome dream; she had imagined that a robber 
rnterre the room, and that she had harteere 
down stairs in her ererring-gowe, and had left 
the house.

E^x^^^ba.. I will give you another curious 
instance of corilse lights. A minSster of the 
Scotch establishment, on his way home, one 
evening, leant on the wall of the churchyard to 
admire the beauty of ihr twilight lake that 
rirrtchee at his feet On a sudden, two small 
lighSs rose from a particuaar spot in the church
yard, crossed the lake, entered a hamlet on the 
other side, stayed Shrrr some short time, and then 
returned in company with a much larger light, 

and sank into the ground at the place whence 
Shrr had risen. The worthy minister went into 
the churchyard, threw some stones on the spot to 
mark it, and next morning ^^qur^^d of the clerk 
if he remembered having interred any one there. 

The man answered, that, many yrarr before, he 
had buried two little children, whose father, a 
blacksmith, was still alive, though an old man, 

and resided in the hamlet beyond the lake. 

Scarcely had the minisrer received this informa
tion when he was runmoeee to attend the death-
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bed of this same blaikrmtth, who had been seized 
with paralysis; and who was shortly afterwards 
buried in the same grave with his children.

Pittus. With respect to the ambulant—, of 
whom we were speaking, let me read you the 
following extract from Lord Ljn^tssi^;^^ travels.

" Milton, as has been well remarked by Warton, 
probably bcrrcwee this idea from the popular 
narrative of Marco Polo, and speaking of the 
'hungry errrrt,' as it is called, of the Mongols, 
he says, it is rrrrrted as a well-known fact, that 
this eerrri is the abode of many evil spirits, 
which amuse travellers to their erriruition with 
most rxtrrordina^' llluscons. If, during the day 
time, any persons remain behind in the road 
until the caravan has passed a hill, and is no 
longer in sight, they unexpectedly hear them
selves called to by their names, and in a tone of 
voice to which they are rccusOomed. Supposing 
the call to pr^o^<3^<^d from their icmprnlcnr, they 
are led away by it from the direct road, and not 
knowing in what direction to ^vanee, are left to 
perish. In the night time they are persuaded 
they hear the march of a large iavaicahe on one 
side or other of the road, and ionilueing the 
nclrr to be that of the footsteps of their party, 

they direct theirs to the quarter from whence it 
—018 to proceed; but upon the breaking of day, 

find they have been misled, and drawn into a 
situation of danger. Sometimes, likewsse, during 
the day, these spirits rrrume the appearance of
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their travelHng companions, who address them by 
name, and endeavour to conduct them out of the 
proper road. It is said, also, that so^e persons, 

in their course across the desert, have seen what 
appeaeed to them to be a body of armed men 
advancing towards them, and apprehensive of 
being attacked and plundered, have taken to 
flight. Losnng by this means the right path, and 
ignorant of the direction they should take to 
regain it, they have perished miserably of hunger. 

MarveHous, indeed, and almost passing belief, are 
the stories related of these spirits of the desert, 
which are said at to fill the air with the
sounds of all kinds of musical instruments, and 
also of drums, and the clash of arms ; obliging 
the travellers to close their line of march, and to 
proceed in more compact order.19

It will be seen from the following passage of 
Vincent le Blanc, that a similar belief prevails in 
the Arabian desert ; the Bedouins are always 
uneasy if the traveller loiters at a distance from 
his caravan.

" From thence " (the Dead Sea) " we took our 
way through the open desert, marching in rank 
and file. Upon our march we were from hand to 
hand advertised that some one of our company 
was missing, that strayed from the rest; it was 
the companion of an Arabian merchant, very sad 
for the loss of his friend: part of the caravan

Book i. c. 35, p. 159, Masdden’s edition.
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made a halt, and four Moors were sent in quest of 
him, and a reward of a hundred ducats was in 
hand paid them, but they brought back no tidings 
of him ; and it is uncertain whether he was swal
lowed up in the sands, or whether he met his 
death by any other misfortune, as it often happens, 

by the relation of a merchant then in our com
pany, who told us that two years before, travers
ing the same journey, a comrade of his, going a 
little aside from the company, saw three me^n, 
who called him by his name, and one of them, 
to his thinking, favoured very much his com
panion, and as he was about to follow them, his 
real companion calling him to come back to his 
company, he found himself deceived by the others, 

and thus was saved. And all travellers in these 
parts hold that in the deserts there are many 
such phantasms and goblins seen, that strive to 
seduce the travellers, and cause them to perish 
with hunger and despair

For one who, like the writer of this note, has 
once felt, though but for a few moments, what it 
is to lose his way, and feel himself alone in the 
desert, it is not difficult to realize the feelings of 
the unfortunate merchant alluded to. Many of 
these superstitions have probably arisen from 
those optical phenomena common in the desert; 

others, doubtless, from the excited, and, as it 
were, spiritualited tone, the imagination naturally

1 World Surveyed, p. 11.



184 NIGHT VIII.

assumes in scenes presenting so little sympathy 
with the ordinary feelings of humantty: as an 
instance of this power of fancy, I may mention 
that when crossing Wady Araba, in momentary 
expectation of encountering the Jellaeeres, Mr. 
Ramsay, a man of remarkably strong sight, and 
by no means e:^^i^<sr^d to superstitious creeultty, 

distinctiy saw a party of horsemen moving among 
the sand-bins; and though we met none, and 
afterwards learnt that the enemy had already 
passed up the valley, I do not believe he was ever 
able to divest himself of the impression."

Sophron. One more story of a haunted house. 
A family residing in Kenningirn, in a large old- 
fashioned manor-house, were some few years ago 
much alarmed by the followmg circumstances :— 
Every night at about twelve o'clock there was 
heard in the room where they might be sitting, a 
strange r^^^tlin^g all down the walls, as if some 
person were sweeping them with a hair-broom. 

This continued till it had gone all round the 
room, when, if in summer time, it ceased at the 
door, and it seemed as though some person went 
out thereat: if it was winter, it stopped at the 
fire-place, and the fire, however good previously, 

instantiy became extinguilhed, quite erae, not 
gradually, but instantaneousty. After this had 
happened for some time, every effort was made to 
keep the fire burning, but all to no purpose; the 
sweeping noise graduany went round the chamber, 
and when it reached the hearth, its effect upon
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the fire was always the same,—it put it out im
mediately.

Nor was this all; more than once a figure ap
peared to various members of the family. Its 
appearance was as of an aged man with a sorrow
ful countenance, and habited in the dress of a 
shopkeeper of the last century. He always stood 
by the fire or by the door, and vanished when the 
rustling ceased at either place. On one occasion 
he appeared to one of the ladies of the family at 
her bed-side; this being unusual, terrified her 
much, and she adjured him in the name of the 
Trinity to tell her what was the cause of his 
visit: he beckoned her to follow him down stairs, 

which she did, when he disappeared on the 
ground-floor, but without speaking. Search was 
made where he disappeared, but nothing was ever 
found.

The tradition in the neighbourhood was, that 
the house had formerly been inhabited by a 
miiserly retired tradesman, who had died suddenly 
after having buried his wealth in some part of 
the house, and that, previous to his death, he had 
never revealed where it was hid.

After some years this family left the house, and 
though many others subsequently endeavoured to 
live there, they found it impossible, by reason of 
the strange noises and apparitions. The place 
was then pulled down.

Persons are now living (some of the above
mentioned family) who related this account to 
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ms, and who always, with strong aiisveratlone, 

vouched for ths sntirs irrlth of it.

Psstus. I will till you a similar occurrence 
which came under my own knowledge. Two years 
ago, two brothers were together in Cornwall. They 
wsrs both msn of education, and not addicted to 
what is gsnsrally called irpsrititCon. Ths elder 
was a barrister of some standing; ths younger 
was in holy oresre, and had just bssn licensse to 
ths curacy of ths parish where they were living. 

Both wers ^^s^mbee^ of ths English uniTers'iEes; 

ths sldsr of Cambridge, the other of Oxford. The 
former was what was generally called a eieoLg- 
mindtd man, and a notorious ridcouter of ghost 
stor'iss; thr younger, though not weak, was crr- 
ialnly mors credulous than his brother.

Thr houss in which they lived stood by itssff, 

and was large and straggling. There was one 
room in it which had not been opened for many 
years: ths person who lit thr houss to ths bro
thers asserted, that in that room a iblnLer occu
pant and owns- of ths houss had died, and, as it 
was supposed, with something ^ea-^1 on his con
science, for his snd was very dreadful. Since his 
death this room had nevs- bssn opened, and ths 
place, as said the people, was haunted. This 
r^s^a^t;o^n was, howsvrr, laughed at by ths brothers, 

especially by thr sies- ons.

One night thr younger brother came to his 
companion's bcd-room, and, knockrng in great 
terror, arorisd him, ts^lL^i^g him that he heard
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most awful noises in itr house, and more drpdci- 
ally on the stairs, and in the shut-up room. He 
was bid not to be so silly, and to go off to bed 
again. He did so, but ihr noise still continued ; 

and more strange still, a large mastiff dog, which 
slept in his room, and which was generally very 
watchful and ■fierce, fl^^i^n^g out at the slig^^^r^i^t 
noise, crept under the bed, and nanifertre signs 
of the extr^e^m^e^st fear; nor could riihrr persuasion, 

or threats, or blows bring him from his hiding
place. Again was the elder brother's room re
sorted to, and these singular circumstances de
tailed to him, and he was implored to assist in 
their ievrstigailnn. Upon this he arose, and, 

takin^g a light, went to the stairs, where the nosse 
was the louerlS. It was now his turn to be terni 
fied too. As he stood on the steps, the most 
extraordinanT sounds passed and repassed him: 

he could not, he said, be mistaken; “ Tramp, 
tramp, tramp,” as if some heavy person were 
going up and down stairs, and so near, that he 
rrrmed to himself as if he must be in the way: 
every portion of the house was searched, except 
the locked-up room (and that was bolted and 
barred so strongly that it could not possibly be 
opeere), but nothing was found to throw any 
light on this wonder: “Tramp, tramp, tramp," 
up and down it went for hours together. When 
this was told the persons who had had the care of 
the house, and had let it, they said there was 
nothing unusual in it; that others had ob
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served the same before, and that it was the ghost 
of old.

The younger brother soon after was appointed 
to another curacy, and left this house ; nor was 
he sorry to do so ; though I know not if he 
was ever d^^t^ur^^^ again. This story was related 
by a brother of these two, who vouched for the 
truth of it, as it was told him by the elder 
brother.

Sophron. Here, I think, we will close this part 
of our subject. Our remaining night is, you know, 

to be devoted to the consideration of modern pro- 
pheciss and witchcraft.

Sceps. Let it be so by all means ; and allow me 
to join your party.

Sophron. With pleasure.
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OF INTERCOURSE WITH GOOD AND EVIL SPIRHS.

Phuus. It is a singular, but certain fact, that of 
the many recorded stories of apparitions which 
have occurred in later times, almost all are those 
of spirits that once tenanted a human body; 

hardly one of angels, whether good or bad.

Sophron. And the reverse is what you might 
expect. For one account in Holy Scriptuee of the 
re-appearance of a human spirit (unless, indued, 

that magnificent description of Eliphaz the Te 
manite, be referred to this head), we have thirty 
or forty visitations of rage-s, both to the good, 

and also to the bad.

Theo. It is that last consideration which 
renders the matter more difficult to explain ; else 
it might be said that the weakness of present 
faith, and the abundance of present iniquity, were 
amply sufficient to account for the fact.

Eusebia. It cannot, however, be said, that the 
visible ministrations of angels have entirely ceased. 
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Wi have that Derbyshire relation, in which a 
child was taken out of the stream, into which she 
had accidentally fallm, by (what ehh -erlarld to 
be) a beautiful la-y, clad in white. As no such 
peretn was discoverable, far oc near, the parents 
not unnaturany conrludld that an angel ha— 
been rommlesitne— to save their little one from 
death.

Theo. I, too, have heard a story of a simis 
lac nature. A widower, with two ch^c^^n, 

was on a visit at the home of a friend. The 
children were playing about (for it —as an old- 
fashioned place) in i^ts rambling passages, their 
father being ignorant that one of them opened on 
a deep and uncovered well, when, accor-lng to 
thelc own account, they were met by the figure of 
their dlnlased mother, who ma-e them return. 

If the appa-irion were indeed she —hom it per
sonate-, it is a beautifed lnetanrl of the en-urancl 
of earthly love beyond the grave : if it were their 
guardian angel, permitted to aeeunee that shape, 

it is hardly a less etrikrng lmon of the heed we 
should take not to —.espsS^ one of these little ones. 

I never heare, however, any other tale of the 
^p)j^^aaac^^ of angels, and am sure that many 
such do not exist.

Pittus. And just as rare is it to fin- instances 
in which evil spirits, known and confessed as 
euch, have appeared. I pass by the laetmcee of 
witchcraft, as better spoken of another time: but 
putting these, be they universaHy false, or with a
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mixture of truth, aside, there is hardly a case on 
record where any man proresres to have seen or 
spoken with an evil spirit.

Sophron. The case most in point, perhaps, is 
that famous one at Hammel, in Saxony, where, 

on the 20th of June, 1484, a piper entered the 
town, playing a tune which seemed to exercise an 

fascination on all the children that 
heal'd it. One hundred and thirty, in spite of all 
efforts used to prevent them, followed the man, 

and were never afterwards heard of.
Psstus. Of indefLntre apparitions of evil spirits 

there are tradttions enough: and the old writers 
on demonology invented, as we have seen, a 
particular class of fiends, whom they called am- 
bultjn^^es, whose butmett it was to mislead tra
vellers on wide heaths and solitary places.

Sophron. It is curious to observe how, in the 
common fictions with respect to intercourse be
tween man and his great enemy, the devil is con
stantly represented as one whom it is most easy 
to interest and to dupe. He rarely gets the best 
of a bargain : it is the man who ov^^^acc^^ the 
evil one. Some flaw is discovered in the engage
ment ; some cunning method of eluding the most 
express and binding compacts ; and the man ex
ults in having outwitted Satan. Now I know not 
whether this arises from a good or a bad cause. 

It may arise from either. At first sight it seems 
a device of the evil one himself, content to be
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despised in thus life, if thereby he may the more 
easily secure his prey in the next. And certain 
it is, that the light and trifling way of naming 
the devil in all European languages, and the fanm 
liar and absurd names which are bestowed on 
him, have done incalculabee harm. This seems 
to lead to the conclusion that the source of this 
contempt is bad. But then again when I con
sider that this feeling prevails most strongly in 
the most C?at^^^o>lw country under the sun, namely, 

Brittany, I see another possible origin for it. For 
in like manner as many heathens hated and ab
horred the evil spir^^^s whom they worshipped, 

and yet worshipped them, they so greatly
dreaded them, so the feeling of the Church with 
respect to her ghostly memees would be precisely 
the contrary. She too would hate and abhor 
them, but it would be a hatred w^^L'^ho^i^t the smaH- 
est partcee of respect, or fear, or doubt of final 
victory: she would feel that she was conquering 
them every day, and would go on conquering to 
the end: and that feeling involves also the most 
bitter scorn and contempt. If only for that rea
son, no medieval poet could have writeen Para
dise Lost. And in the same way meeieeval pain
ters generally represent f¡enei as rather absurd 
and grotesque than frightful; something which 
would occasoon laughter, were it not for the strong 
mixtuee of di^^g^^t.

Piitus. Perhaps there may be somewhat of

i

*
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ilrih in both siairmrnts, namsly, that the feeling 
was at first and in iiitlO good, but perverted by 
thr svil ons to rvil.

Sophron. This natur'aHy lrais us to one of thr 
most curious and difficult of speculations—the 
whois subject of witchcraft. And it is ons, I 
suppose, on which mors may be said for both 
sides of the quriiion, than almost any other. I 
ear's say Scepticus will tell us what arguments he 
should employ, were hr arguing against a believer 
in the thing.

Scept. I should endeavour to show him that 
the brHtf in witchcraft is a kind of moral ’ph 
ismic, prevailmg only at certain times and in 
certain places. This argument cuts off all advan
tage ^rom mnltipiSed testimony. Just as in the 
great FUgue at Milan, when public opinion ran 
that the publcc walls and the sides of houses wrre 
smeared with a poisonous ointment that produced 
the infection; no ienilble man would permit a 
hundred or a hundred thousand instances of 
people who were supposed to br taken in thr fact 
of thus anointmg the walls, to have any more 
weight with him than one such alleged example; 

because ths thing is clearly impossible. In like 
manner, if you believe in a moral epidemic, such 
as the whol^rsa^e butchery of witches involves, you 
are freed from any necessity of answering or 
explaimng individual casts in which witchcraft 
has bsen supposed to bc sxreciiee.

Sophron. It is an easy way of solving thr diff 
0 
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culty; and doubtless such epidemics have raged. 
Of the same kind was the Tarantuia dance in 
Italy; the mania for the discovery of plots in the 
time of King Charles II.; the Mississippi scheme 
in France, and the nearly contemporaneous South 
Sea bubble in Engaand; the Tulip mania in 
HoHand; and the speculation mania of 1825. 
You give us an advantage, however, by this view 
of the matter; brcruse, there is no reason why 
there should not have been a mania of srcing 
ghosts, as well as for eiscovrring witches, were 
both equally false. But we have never heard of 
any thing at all similar to this.

Pistus. I allow that the belief in witchcraft 
has been most curiously circumscribed both in 
time and place; yet that do^s not deprive the 
believers in them (of whom I do not wish to 
profess myself one—I had rather that rdhui sub 
juHce Us sit,) of their great argument: that, 
undoubtedly, such a power as witchcraft has here
tofore been exercised, and therefore might be so 
again. The anteieeent lmprobability that any 
such power should exist is very great,—I will 
ingly allow it; at the same time, unless we deny 
inspiration, this antecedent lmprobabiltty van
ishes ; and the question is reduced to this:—has 
witchcraft ever been practised in a Christian 
country ?

Scept. I am willing to allow what you say with 
regard to the L^^vitt^^^l Law, that it certainly do^s 
recognize the existence of witches as such, and
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is not to be undrrsiooe of mere juggeess, con- 
jurore, mountebanks, and the like, which is the 
evasion of some. This, I own, I do not consider 
honest. But still there is very little rdsenblaecr 
between that ancient and our modern sorcery.

Psttus. Why, there are some very singular 
rdrdmbiences. The most striking is the rmpioy- 
ment of the art by women, rather than by men, 

in both cases. And then the "fanll-ar spirit” of 
old times is quite in accordanre with the modern 
idea of witchd-att.

Scept. Do you mean, then, to say, that the 
localism of the belief is, in your eyes, no argument 
against it ?

Psttus. I do not: I think it is; but no sufffi 
cient argument. There is a localism, also, about 
many crinrs: revenge and its aiieeeant wicked
nesses are chiefly confined to southern countries; 
drunkenness to nations of the TeutDmc race, and 
so forth. You will find, too, ihai the arserred 
prevalence of witchcratt occurs almost entirely in 
countries which are not Catbo^lm. Scotland, Ger
many, and the colonies in North America, and 
Swrere, have furmshed its nosS singular displays, 

and it chiefly prevailed in Engaand during the 
Great Rebelioon, and the years which succeeded it.

Sophron. True: whereas in other European 
nations, you will not find its belief in any degree 
so prevalent as in these. But, Scepticts, I think, 

has a fair answer.

Scept. In this way: ihci the nations you have 
0 2
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mentioned, Scotch, Germans, Swedes, and EngHsh 
colonies, are just those which are bound together 
by a peculiar kindeed of blood and language. 

They embraced the Reformiation with more or 
less avidity ; whrreae the other European p^pde 
sooner or later rijectrd it. There is, no doubt, a 
nationaHsm of mind ; and that may well have led 
to the belief, among one set of nations, and the 
disbelief among another, of the power ascribed to 
witchcraft. Perhaps, there may be a certain 
quantum of superstition elerntial to all people : 
those of the south took it out, so to speak, in a 
rradineee of belief in miracles which their north
ern brethr^en never displayed ; those of the north 
in the gloomier credit they attached to taies of 
witchcraft. : , .. .-

EIis,^i^s You have set the case lin the light in 
which, I su^p^^o^, many persons woüld view it. I 
do not object entirely to the statement, though I 
would rather put it thus :—f men will not helieve 
in G-ods miracles, the necessity of believing 
eomrthing leads them to give credit to the deviEs.

Sophron. And of course, where the Church has 
less power, the great enemy of the Chuch will 
have more. But ail this cannot ever do away dis- 
brliea in the great mass of t^al^^s relating to 
sorcery. There is som^^hin^g so utterly revolting 
to common erner in the aoollhhness of the compact 
made bot ween the evil one and his victims ; sorne- 
thing so entirely consonant with the low and 
grovrlling ideas which vulgar minds would form 
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of such a compact; nothing grave, nothing 
solemn; the power wantonly given, and foolishly 
employed; above all (what we had occasion to 
notice before), a system of things without refer
ence to Divine Providence. And there, I think, 
the great difference lies between the sorcerers of 
old and of our own days. They do not seem to 
have exercised their power for hurting others, 
but only for the discovery of secrets, or a revela
tion of the future. They neither “ did good nor 
did evil;" they simply told, or discovered both. 
But in our modem tales, one neighbour takes a 
dislike to another, enters into a compact with the 
evil one to be revenged on his enemy, and, after 
all, takes the most miserable and silly revenge 
that it is possible to conceive.

Scept. The confession of such poor wretches is 
easy enough to explain. Often in their dotage; 
often wearied out with interrogatories, and some
times with torture; kept on purpose without 
sleep; it is not wonderful that they would do 
anything, or confess anything, to be left at ease. 
Doubtless there were many poor creatures in the 
same state as the old beldame mentioned by Sir 
Walter Scott, who, on being led to the stake, said, 
“ Eh, sirs! but this warm fire, and sae mony gude 
neighbours, and a’ sae cheerfu", is the brawest 
sight I have seen this mony a lang day."

Pistus. It is marvellous how such a sensation 
could be excited by the discovery of a witches’ 
Sabbath, in Sweden, in 1670. The thing itself, 
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to any one that will read it, is perfectly incredi
ble ; but it is almost equally Card to believe that 
three or four hundred pr^o^jlk, of whom the greater 
part were children, should pro-ess to have been. 
co^c^en^^ in such an enterprise,—that Cwrnty- 
three should have been execug^. without one 
protesting their innocence, on simply being asked 
to plead guilty or not guilty,—and that the 
accounts of Block uh,, the place to which they 
affirmed that they used to resort, should tally so 
exactly. I think thrrr must have been diabolical 
possessoon one way or the other; not physically, 

but morally.

Sophroo. And the possibility of that, in many 
instances, I should be CCr last to deny. But in 
many more, an accusation of witchcraft was the 
easiest mirans of annoying, and sometimss of 
getting rid of an enemy. If it failed of being 
proved, the accused person had at all evens» been 
made an object of suspicion, and the accuser was 
looked on in the light of a public benefactor. If 
it succeeded, the prison or the gallows were most 
effectual mirans of putting an obnoxious person 
out of CCr way.

Psstus. You will observe, that, in all CaCholcc 
traditions of thr part which the evil one has taken 
in human aaairt, CCrre is, in connexion with that 
deep contempt w^h.ic^h the Church gncouaggss Crr 
sons to feel, for him, a solemnity of conception 
not ill-beficting the occasoon. The Church, too, 
believed, Chat spiritual malice might be eeaeaCed
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by physical agency. The sign of the cross, from 
the very earliest times, has been reg^ari^e^ as a 
sufficient protection against the powers of dark
ness. Holy oil, again, and holy water, and above 
all, bells, were believed to possess the same 
virtues. Almost the whole question of super
natural agency resolvss itself into this, whether 
spiritual beings are capable of producing and 
suffering physical interference. Take the sign of 
the Cross. Many peopee, in these days, will allow 
its utility; but ask them what they mean, and 
you will find that they speak only of a moral use. 

The very act of making the sign will, they say, 

be the means of inducing holy thoughts; and 
these holy thoughts, so induced, will of course 
have the effect of enabling him, whose mind they 
fill, to resist temptation. This, no doubt, so far 
as it goes, is perfectly true. But it is utterly 
false to imagine that in this iight only eie the 
laity in the mreirlval Church view that sign. 

They looked on it as possessnng per se virtue; 

made with whatever car^^lt^i^i^^e^, made, inerrd, 

any how, except in mockery.

Theodora. And even eometimes without that 
exception they believed in the virtue of a holy 
sign. Think of that rrmarkabie story of the two 
players, one of whom baptized the other in 
mockery; and the peraon baptized inst-antiy pro
fessed hi^m^el^f a Christian, and suffered for that 
belief.
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Sophron. That is also a curious relation of S. 
Oregory the Wonderworker, when, compelled by 
sti^e^s^s of weather, he had passed the night in a 
heathen temple. Thè priest, when the saint had 
gone on his way, could obtain no response from 
the orade. He guessed at the reason, or was 
infoimed by the demon that haunted that unholy 
shrine. On this, he pursued S. Gregory; and, 

on overtakmg him, demanded with threats that 
the oracular power, the source of his lucre, should 
be restored to the temple. " To show you," said
Gregory, " how great is His power, the meanest 
of Whose servants is thus able to command your 
deities, I will do as you request ; bring me, there
fore, ink and a pen." Sitting down, he wrote on 
a small piece of paper, and desired the priest to 
lay it on the altar, and to await the result. The 
priest returned, and had the curiosity to look at 
the words which were to produce such an effect. 

They were simp^^ly these :—" Gregory to Satan : 
enter." He did as he was desired, and the oracle 
resumed its fonctions ; but did not resumé them 
for long ; for the priest was so convinced of the 
weakness of the gods whom he served, that, says 
the legend, he thenceforth. renounced them, and 
clave to the faith of Christ.

Scept. You, I see, are not disposdd to regard 
orades as mere impostures. For my part, I can 
see no reason to look at them in any other light.

Sophron. Nor do I deny that there was a great
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deal of imposture in them. All such answers as 
are capable of double meanings, doubtless were so. 
Such was the famous one,

" Aïo te, Æàccida, Romanos vincere posse

Such also that to Crœsus,

Kpolffof 'AXw iia^àç ^«Y^niv ap%»V KaTaXvcrei.

" Crœsus, when he hath passed the Halys, shall 
destroy a mighty kingdom.” But there are so 
many instances in which the event was remark
ably prophesied, that I do not think we can set the 
fulfilment down to a mere coincidence. Such was 
the oracle given to Hannibal ; such was that which 
foretold the actions of a Philip before the birth of 
Philip of Macedon ; such was that given to 
Scipio, of the destruction of Carthage. And you 
are to remember, that in no instance is an egre
gious failure on the part of an orade recorded. 

Neither can we be justified, I think, in rejecting 
all the accounts of Apollonius of Tyana. No 
story seems to have been more generally credited 
than the famous tale of his telling the hour of 
Domitian's death. Lecturing on P^fiihsK^j^l^y at 
Ephesus, he suddenly broke off, and exclaimed— 
“ Courage ! strike the tyrant ! strike him !” And 
then, after a pauue—“ The tyrant is dead !” One 
need not believe all the tales that PhUostrauus 
tells of his hero ; but they could scarcely ever 
have been related had the^e not been some foun
dation for them.
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Eusebtus. Do you not think SKcS we might 
naiura^y conclude, that in opposition to the stu
pendous miracles of the early Church, Satan would 
recblr his own worshippers to perform super
natural signs ? The case of the Egyptian magi
cians rddms a case in point.

Sophron. One has a right to think so ; and 
there are inliancrs in which evil spirits rrdm to 
have been forced rrluctantly to bear witness 
agcmli thrmrrlvrs. Ptuaarth relates, as a weUl 
known fact, the foliownng story A grammarian 
nanre Eptthesres, wishing to lravr Grercr for 
Italy, went on board a ship bound to the latter 
country, and railee with a prospeoous wind. Wher 
the vessel, however, was opposite the Echdnades, 

it fell a dead calm, and ii was with great diffi 
culty that they wrrr able to reach PClxos. Here 
they rodr aS anchor, and, latr at night, thr crew 
wrrr either asleep, or engaged in the edcessary 
business of ihr vessel. Among the latter was 
Tamois, the Egyptian pilot. On a sudden, a voice 
was hrcre from the island, “Tamois! TamoSs!” 
The pilot, riShrr taken by surprise or terrified, ^ad^e 
no answer. Again the voice was traid—“ TamoSs! 

Tamois!““ “What have you to do with me?““ he 
replied. The voice aeswrrre, “When you arrive 
at Phaaacrnm, announce as loud as you can speak, 

ihci great Pan is ercd.““ And again all was 
silence. The pilot and the crew were alike i«^^jl 
fied, and consulted what was to be done under the 
circumstances. At last, Tamois rdroVved that,
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when he rlacld the promontory in qulstior, if the 
wind wm fair, he —ould run past it; if ofhlcwiel, 
he would do his eiTane. They approached the 
hlrdlaae ; an- when they were cIosi to it, it again 
Ull a perfect calm. Then Tamo-s, calling up his 
resolution, mounted the pcow of the vessel, and 
ciIIi— out in a loud voici, " Gr^eat Pan is dead.” 
On this there arose from the rtntinmt the sounds 
of lamentation and wailing, as if an innumerabre 
multitude were joining in it. A falc wind sprang up, 

and carried the ^—61 safely to Italy. Of course, 

the trnu^rnle made a great aoiel in that country, 

an— was cllatld, in —ui course of time, to the 
Emperor Tiberius. He unt foc Trmo-s, an— 
hear- tin story at length. F>luacc^h rllafle this 
story, in his book on the Cessation of Oracles, as 
connlrfl— with that clccumstance. But Christian 
writers have imagined, and not without etmh 
likelihood, a far moce etlhmn explanation of the 
ennt. The voyage of Epithesles took place in 
the nlnetnnth year of Tiberius, and it —ould 
appear likely, in the spring of that year. In the 
nineteenth year of Tb^c^^^^s, and in the spring of 
that year, ouc Lord —as rrurilile. It has bnn 
supposed that on the mnlng of that very day, 

an- in to that ennt, the message was
given. Foc you must remember that Pan was 
not only a eilraa deity, but among the a-c<cimSu^i^s, 

and perhaps other tribes, a name for the great 
God of all things; as, indn-, the name signi^^ts.

Pittus. It may be so indeed ; but how wondee- 
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ful an arrangement of thmgs does such a belief 
prcsuppoee ! C^ertahlty, the otivitos of angels and 
men are ordained and constituted in a wonderful 
order, if the hypothesis be true.

SOphron. Whether the voice which gave the 
message f^I^i^<^<^<^(ted from a good or bad spirit, may 
be a question of doubt; but there can be no doubt 
as to the nature of those beings by whom it was 
received with lamentation. But how wonderful a 
thing it is that spiritual beings should be in want 
of, or, at least, should be desirous of employing, 

human agency in this way!
Psttus. Undess one should say that it was done 

by the direction of Providence, as a testimony to 
the nature of the event then occurring ; and yet it 
is difficult to imagine tliat, became, after all, the 
occ^urenc^^ only stands on a guess, and requires 
testimony itself.

Scept. The story is all the more worthy of 
credit, I allow, from being related by a heathen; 
for we know the vast number of prophecies of the 
Saviour, which Christian ^^g^^^ur^y forged under 
the name of Sibylime verses.

Psttus. All such predictions, in heathen couin 
tries, of our Lord, are not to be so sweepingly 
coaeemaee. Every one knows that it was the 
expectation of the world, at the time of His birth, 

that a mighty Prince was about to arise out 
of the East. And I can never read the Pillip of 
Virgil, without believing, either that the poet 
meant more than a referenee to MarceHus, or
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whomever else the ingenuity of commentaire 
has discovered or imagined to have been born in 
that year ; or else, that he was actually, in an 
inferior sense, inspired, to speak that of which he 
did not understand the full meaning : and that of 
him it might be said, as it was of Caiaphas— 
" And this spake he not of himseff.” If Caiaphas 
might be inspired, assuredly Virgil might. And 
surely we can hardly believe otherwise, when one 
reads of the Virgin returnîng, of the golden age 
commencing, of the traces of former crime disap
pearing from the earth, of the serpent perishing, 

of earth, and sea, and heaven rejoicing ; hyper
boles too immense to have been tolerated in an 
emperor's son, while the father of the subject of 
that Eclogue, whoever he might be, had certainly 
not then attained to the imperial dignity.

Sophron. And in the same way, as we had 
occasion some nights ago to remark, there is no 
doubt that the symbol of the cross was venerated 
long before the coming of our Lord.

Scept. You will at least grant, that all the 
various kinds of divination so much in use among 
the ancients, by birds, by entrails, by rods, by 
sieves, by cocks, by water, by the hand, and in a 
thousand other ways, were sheer pièces of jug
glery.

Sophron. Yes : though I believe that, now and 
then, the demons who prompted the worship of 
the ancients were permitted to encourage it, by 
speaking the truith even t^^reu^g^h these trivial and 
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-upersSitiious inquiries. Of these, the Sorlss Ho
mérica or Vigilùanæ, where, by opening Homer or 
Virgil aS random, She line which first mil the eye 
was taken as the answer, afforded some of the 
most remarkable instances. Not So mention the 
line of She Iliad, prs-eaSed to Socrates—

/¡pari Kev rpiráry $0inv ip'ßwXov koípqv.

" I should arrive
On She third day in glsby land

from which he OoreSole that hi- execution would 
Sake place on She third day : the Emperor Ha
drian, about to adopt L. Vauss, and anxious So 
know hl- faSe, opened oa She lias of Virgil,

" Ostendsnt Semis hunc ianlum fata, nec ultra
Esse slmint,"

which was exactly fulfilled. So our Charles I. 
noa-ulSse She Virgilian lois in She Bodleian, in 
company with Lord Falk-aed. The former opened 
on,

" Jacei z^^^^ns litore truncas,
A^v^uSm^mu^ humsrss caput, el sins nomine corpus."

Ths laller on,

" Heu miserande puer ! si qua fata aspira rum pas,
Tu MareeUus eris.”

Boi-sards assures us lhai he knew a gentleman 
who was persecuedd in every possible way by a 
nobleman, at the insSigaSion of his wife. Unable
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to discover what secret cncmy he had, hc consultsC 
the Virgiijan lots, and -rad,

" Causa mali tanti conjux itc-um hospita.”

And, in reality, the above named nobleman and 
his wife had been compelled at that time, through 
th’ civil wars in Francs, to leave thrir own estate, 
and to retire to Basle. Thc early con
tinued the use of the same lot, only substituting 
the Biblr fo- Homer and But it was
eirrnuorLily opposed by the Fathers, who called it 
an rndorbttd tempting of God. However, ths 
p-actics continued to be sometimes employed till 
a much later period ; as is evident from the ex
ample of S. Franc's, who formed his institute 
on three sortCs from the Otw Tsiiamrnt. It was 
a very favourite practice among the I^u]it^^^s, and 
much in vogue among thcir prcach-s. I remem
ber to have read of onc, who was desirous of prog
nosticating success in some undrrtakimg hr con
templated, and opened on thr vcrse, " Go, and thr 
Lord be with thee." Hr went, in reliance on ths 
text, and lost his lift.

Pistus. Thc observation of days, nati-ral and 
common enough among thr hsathsn, descended 
with equal force to most Christian countries. Ths 
superstition which makes Friday an unlucky day 
is, I suppose, common to every nation. By none 
is it mors strongly heli than by sailors ; and a 
curious and f-^u^i^ltS^iss rifo-i was made, some time 
ago, to break them of it. A ship, called Friday,
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had her keel laid on a Friday, was launched on a 
Friday, was iommrndre by a Captain Friday, 
and sailed on a Friday; and, finally, was never 
more heard of

Sophron. In the same way, in our eastern 
counties, ^^6™^ day—that is, that day of the 
week on which the Holy Innocents fell the pre
ceding year—was, and in some degree is, held 
unlucky.

Pittus. And there were many sayings as to the 
various arstivalr of the Church, some of whi^^h 
were, no doubt, true. Some had a great appe— 
ance of likeihhood; and some, perhaps, a little 
rrvoured of superstition, There was a rhyme as 
to S. PauFs day:

” Clara dies Pauli bona temporaa denotat anni;
Si furrmt venti, errlgnrnt proellr genti;
Si fuerint nebula, pereunt animalia qureque ;
Si nix, si pluma est, prffidi^n^t tempora cara.”

And another for the Pul'liiicaloon:

” Si Sol rplendercri, Maria purifieanee,
Major erit glaces post frrium, quam fuit ante.”

And this intense cold was held to last for forty 
days. On S. Vmcentis day (Jan. 22), in vine dis
tricts, it was brllevre that a fine aorrnoon heralded 
an abundant vintage; and the monks of houses 
under the invocation of that saint were aiiore- 
ingly well treated on that day. A rainy Easter 
was held to predict an abundant corn harvest.
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The crecurrrncr of Lcer-ecy with Good 
was consierree unlucky: an old rhyme says,

“ When our Lady fcHs in our Lord's lap, 
Then let Engiand look for mishap.”

S. Meea■^eus’s day, in May, and S. Urban's, the 
24th of itci month, were the first by
vlererrssrrs, the second by husbandmen, as pre
saging, by their fairness or fruhers8, a plentifuil 
or scarce year. Thunders in March were held 
extremely unlucky. An old French proverb tells 
us, that,

“ Jamais le viliageoa n'a mattere de dire, Htl-as !
S'il ne voit sa maison arse, ou s’il e’rit ionerr en Mara.”

And other presages from the sky are well known ; 

such as that,

“ Messed is the bride that the sun rhieer on ;
5^8^ is the corpse that the rain rains on.”

Sophron. Of prophecies in mrdrre times, there 
are not many that are very curious. The nosi 
rmadkabee is that well-known one,

6 Octigrrlmus reiavus mirabiilis annus.”
That we know, from Lord Bacon, to have bdre in 
vogue brfrrr 1588, and therefore could not have 
hrre nadr for the Araaada; and is yet more 
strikingly applicable to 1688. A similcr pro
phecy—though I know not the exact woodd— 
cmnetSs the year ’45 with misfortune ; and 1645 
and 1745 rrdmed to verify it. Aerthrd prophecy,

P
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" When hempe is spun, 
England’s done,”

was ingeniouisly interpireted ; but one can hardly 
look on it as more than a coincidence. Henry,

Mary, Pliilip, Eizaabeth—whose init^^a^^^s 
made the word hempe—having reigned, the name 
Eng!and was merged in Grreat Britain. Other 
prophecies seem to have been thrown out on the 
world, in the hope that some one would invent 
interpretatinns for them. Such is that (mentioned, 

as the two former, by Lord Bacon),

” There shall be seen on a day, 
Between the Baugh and the May, 
The Black Feeet of Norwyy. 
Then Engtand shall have house’ of stone ; 
For after wars you shall have none.”

That has also been expounded of the Armada, but 
with little plausi^biili^. It is difficult to imagine 
that the Eoypttinn eorcerera of moderni times are 
impostors. Lane, in his Modern Egyptians, seen^s 
to have put the matter out of doubt.

Pistus. Boissarde tells, on his own authority, 
a story of an event which occurred to some 
friend, whose name, from prudential reasons, he 
suppresses. He had married a young and beau
tiful bride, not without meeting with great diffii 
culty from an obnoxious rivai. Shortly after the 
wedding, the unsuccessful lover was slain in a duel 
by the husband ; and for this crime he was obliged 
to leave the country. ExIremely anxious to know 
how his wife employed her soliiudr, he heard, in
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the place of his exile, of a ctl^e^lIr:t^t^d magician, 

and, half out of joke, applied to him. The philo
sopher assured him that he could fulfil his wish. 

A day was appointed; and the young nobleman 
brought several of his friends to be spectaoors of 
the event. A young girl was brought in by the 
magician (just in the same way as is the case with 
the E^g^^ptisim sorceress), and desired to look in a 
glass. She described accurately, first the room in 
which the lady prdiaarity sat, then the lady's per
son ; and wound up the whole by adding that a 
young man was at her side, and apprrtntty en
joying no small part of her affection. The un
fortunate husband mounted his horse, and hardly 
stopped till he approached the city whence he had 
been banished. Not daring to enter it, he sent a 
message to his wife, desiring her to meet him at 
such a spot in a neighbouring forest; proposing 
first to upbraid her with her ia.fieeltty, and then to 
kill her. She came full of joy ; and her husbands 
heart was softened by her agitation and ttrcs of 
gladness. Taking her, however, by surprise, he 
demanded the name of the stranger who, at such 
an hour of such a day, was with her. She replied, 

without hesitation, that it was her brother-in-law. 

the matter was susceptible of proof; 
and the nobleman, thoroughly ortiffied, returned to 
his place of exile, cursing from his very heart the 
j^L^g^gl-er^ and delusion of fiends.

Sophron. And what are we to say or to deem 
of the wonderful prtttasioas of astrology ? Are 

P 2
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we to believe that, from the age of the Chaldeans 
downwards, it has been one science of impoiition 
and gmess work, never right, except by chance ; or 
that it is based on rules, and that those rules have 
a certain aim, and are worthy of trust ?

Piitus. There can be no doubt that the maao- 
rity of proreeooes of astrology have believed in 
their own science; and it seems recognized as one, 

though as a forbidden one, in the Levitical law. 

It has been made the means, it is clear, of innu
merable impostures ; but all this does not prove 
that, if it were given to men to fathom it, there is 
not a real law of the future, from the position 
and influences o^ the stars. It is hardly possible 
that so general a belief in sidereal virtue, should 
have prevailed amongst all nations, if there were 
no foundation for such credenee. Nay, do we not 
reae in Holy Scripture itself, that " the stars in 
their co^ees fought against Sisera?" which clearly 
to me seems to mean either nothing, or that the 
influence of the planets was against him.

Theodora. It is hardly credible that there 
should be such a science, and yet that it should be 
a forbidden one.

Piitus. Why so? Surely not more incredibee 
than that the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil should have stood in the mieet of Paradsse, 

and should yet have been forbidden to our first 
parents.

Sophroo. Then are rules for the science, which 
any how are learnt, and are observed. The rules

/I
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may themselves be impostur— or absurd, but yet 
may be followed out in good faith.

Pistus. I remember a profesoor of astrology visi^i^t 
ing one of our universtiies, and being consulire by 
many persons who would have been most sorry to 
appear in the busin—. In par^tiK^ua^r, I rriollrit 
one either of a curious vrrifLiatcon of his
rules, or of a most fortunate guess, for the infor
mation could have been acquired in no other 
way. A man took him the nativ^y of a 
frirne, and errirrd him to calculate it. On going 
again to the astrologer, ”It is a very curious 
thing,” said the latter, "that the person whose 
nativity you gave me, must, according to all the 
rules of science, be d^a^d.” Hiis visitor, by way of 
trying him, prrslstre that it was not so. ” I must 
then have made some mistake,” rrplire the other, 

” and will work my calculations over again.” He 
did so; and on reirlving a second visit from the 
man of whom I speak, " It is a most remrrkabie 
circumstance,” he said; ” if your friene be not 
eeae, I frankly confess that the laws of our science 
have for once fa:^l^d.” ” At what time ought he, 

according to your computations, to have eird ?” 
inqur^^d the visitor. The arircloger named a day. 

” He did die at that very time,” rejoined the other; 

” and you have given me the best proof of
the reality of your art.””

Sophron. I have heard that the modern pro- 
ahrsors of the siirnce do not, in reply to questions 
as to the extent of the inquirer’s hfe, mark out
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any certain time for Cis death, but content Clienm 
srlves with Celling him Chat at such a time hr will 
be in imminent danger; ifCe escapes Chat, at such 
another time Cr will be so again ; and so forward, 
till they pass Che period to which, in tCr natural 
course of Citings, Cr can hope to live.

Pistus. We began with speaking of the beauty 
of thr stars ; and where we commnnngdd, there, it 
seems, wr conclude. It is a wonderful inquiry in 
which we Cavr been engaged ; and one which, in 
Chis world, we can never hope Co understand. 

But one cannot wonder, when pursuing such trains 
of thought, at the impat-ence of Clrombrotus Co 
possess Chr world of immortaitiy which Plato had 
opem^ Co him.

Theodoia. Nor is it less striking Co remember 
thr friends with whom we may have discusrdd 
such questions, but who arg now in that place 
where they undertCane them fully. One often 
fancies how much Chry must desire Co impart some 
of CCis know(edge to us whom they have left 
behind.

Sophron. The writers of Chr sixteenth century 
on apparitions, gneeavouged Co show thaC the 
spirits of the eeprrtre aaithUul have just as much 
liberty of motion, and of appearing to whom they 
please, that we in the flesC possess. I do not think 
it. I do not believe Chat, if they retain their 
grrCCly rfarction that animated them here, they 
could refrain from visitmg those whom they Cave 
loved, and from whom CCey are now separated.
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It would rather seem that some strict law of the 
unknown state forbids such apparitmns, unless 
especially permitled. DoubHess, well for us it 
is so.

Psiuüs. How it would alter the whole course of 
human existence, if such apparitoons constantly 
took place ! Whether they lost, or whether they 
still retained their terror, it would hardly be com
patible with worldly business that they should be 
permitted.

Theodora. In all such stories, a superintend
ing Providence seems most clearly manffest. These 
strange visitanss tell just what they were com
missioned to teil, and nothing more ; they have a 
message to deliver, and they deliver it: of their 
own state, of the manner in which they were 
judged, of their employments, of their associaees, 

they say nothing.

Sophron. To that conclusion of a superintend
ing, and a most minutely superintending Provi
dence, our whole discussion, I trust, has been 
calculated to lead us. The intercommunmn of the 
world of spirits with our own must needs be a 
most elevating, and ought to be a most consoling, 

belief. To have those whom we have best loved 
locally near us, to believe that we are assisted by 
them in dangess, to remember that they are wit
nesses of our temptatmns, and rejoicers in our vic
tory, is one of the most encouraging and inspirttigg 
thoughts that a Christian man can possess. All 
the ideas, then, that have been raised in our minds,
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of holy thoughts suggeseed, unseen evils warded 
off, space or time annihila^ for the safety of one 
in peril, courage renovated, ways by the
mrinistrations of spiriLtT.ial beings; ali these things 
ought to fill our hearts with gratitude, when we 
expeess our belief in the Commurnon of Saints.
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