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IN'TROIUC'T'ION.

THE object of the following pages 'S t© present t©
the Public a few plain Facts, with a selection of Cases,

by which they may be enabled to form an gpinjon of
the good ah'eady effected through Mesmerism.

When it is considered, that in the majority ©f cases,
LIESMERISM is only resorted to as a last resonrce,-
Ircquently, without 5py belief in its powers by the
patient-and almost glways in direct gpposition to the
advice, feelings, and gpinions ofthe grdinary medical
attendants,-an attentive observer cannot but be struck
and surprised to Hnd, that so much should have been
already accomplished.

To extend these penefits, should be the desire of g||;
this will bc best accomplished by making known the
subject, and, on all occasions, giving = fair and ini-

partial consideration to the enquiry.
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The present Work must be considered as simply
introductory; it does not pretend to originality, and
those desirous of more extended information may con-
sult with advantage any Of the works referred to on
the opposite page.

AS a practical remedy in disease, Mesmerism ought
to be confined to the members of the Profession; but
owing t© their present supineness, relief must be soyght
iN many instances from those whose zeal and assiduity
may have led them to its application.

Mankind are not to be deprived ©f the plessings ©f
a potent remedy, because the Professors of the healing

art choose to remain wyjlfully blind to the truth.

27, Bnocx STREET, ROYAL CRESCENT,
BATH; May, 184-5,



The foIIowing Works mgy be consulted as
required:-

TIlI: Zoxsr; a Quarterly Journal of Phrenology and Mesmerism,
and their gpplication t© Human Welfare.

Numnnous CASES or SURGICAL OPERATIONS, without Pain, in
the Mesmeric State; by John Elliotson, M.D., Cantab.

FACTS in MESMEILISM; with Reasons for a gispassionate Enquiry
into it.  2nd edition, revised and enlarged. By the Rev. C.

H. Townshend, Trinity Hall, Cambridge.

RIESMERISBI AnD 1rs Ol=I>0NINL's, With a History and Cases;

includingaSermon-"1Insnir:nisll, '™n Gl1=T or Gob"-
in Reply to the Rev. Hugh Mc. Neile's charge of Satanic
AgencyA By the Rev. Mr. Sandby, Vicar of Flixton, Norfolk.

VITAL [I/IGNETISM; a Remedy. By the Rev. Thomas pync,
Vicar of Hook, Surrey.

HUDIAN [IAGNETISM; its Claims to dispassionate Enquiry as a
means for the Relief of Human Suﬂering. By. R. Newn~
ham, Esq., Surgeon.

Lnrrsns on  |yinsiuxmism, by Miss Harriet Martineau.

Isis RE'ELATA} an Enquiry into the QOrigin, Progmss, and
present State ofAnimn1 Magnetism. 3rd edition. By J- Col~
quhoun, Esg.

TRIALS or ANIMAL MAGNETISRI on the Brute Creation. By Dr.
Vilson, Middlesex Hospital.

CEREBRAL P||'s|oLoGY; with the Result of the Application of
Animal Magnetism to the Phrenological Organs. By Dr-
Engledue.

ANIMAL |, GNmIs»r; Wwith Reports o~ Clairvoynlxec. By E-
Loc. Esq..



*Tr:is'ni's  Pnacrxcar. JIANUAL or ANIMAL |[tlacsnrrsnr; con-
taining =~ Exposition of the Methods employed in producing
Magnetic Sleep, with its application t© Disease. From the
French, by D- Spillan, M.D-

Dr:l.z:uze's PRACTICAL ISSrnvcrxoss os Astnu. DIAGNETISM.

From the French.

Tun Cnrrre. A talented weekly Paper, and Literary Journal of
Science. This being the only Journal which contains the
proceedings ©f the Society for the |nvestigatlon ©f Mesmerism,
ought to be encouraged hy every friend of the Science.

Tm; Mnoicai. Tmns is the only impartial Medical Joumal
connected with this subject.

Hrsronr, Pnsxounxa, Asn PRACTICE or Mnsmzmsnr. By "L
Lang, Esqg., Edinburgh.

FACTS Asatxsr FALLACIES. By A. Kiste, Esq.

To those desirous of knowing the extensive nature of these Enquiries on
the Continent, | will mention that in FRENCH and Granxni alone, there are
between 50 and 60 established Works; a list of which, with any particulars.
may be obtained at Balliere's, Foreign Bookseller, Regent Street, London



ADDRESS.

MEs1mRIs1|, Animal or Vital Magnetism, Vital
Electricity, °r by what other name known, has of
late engaged s° much of both public and private
attention, as to make it a subject of the deepest
interest, whether considered in relation to the highly
curious phenomena developed, er in its more iln-

portant application 2s = remedy in disease.  Itis to
this point, that I wish to confine myself, and shall

therefore refer only to those topics which are more
immediately connected with this enquiry; in doing

this, however, it will be necessary briefly to men-
tion those circumstances which have hitherto most

retarded its progress. There cannot be a doubt, but
that the greatest opposition t by il @S11" I hasigisen
from the :Medical Profession; let us therefore e11-
quire upon What grounds their judgment has been

formed. In the ordinary pursuits of life, we gene-
B



rally consider individuals most qualified to give

an opinion, in proportion to the time and labour
they may have bestowed on any particular sub-
ject. Butin regard to Mesmerism, the yery re-
verse oOf this has been gl|lowed; for it is potorious,

that as a body, medical men have refused to inves-
tigate,-they have condenmed ynheard,--some have
declared that they would not believe the evidence
of their own senses, and others have endeavoured
to cast ridicule and contempt °" every °ne who has
had the gpility, honesty, ©r courage, t©© carry ©ut
the enquiry for himself.

I proofs were wanting, ! could give many; but
let us take a Well known examp|e‘ "That has been
the treatment of Dr. Elliotson py the Profession?
Is he not considered by his most obstinate opponents
to be a man of science in the highest sense? and are
not medical men more indebted to Dr. Elliotson
than to any other ||V|ng Eng“sh physician’ for the
most important and practica| additions to the ph||0_
sophy and science of medicine? Let us refer to a
few. Has not Dr. Elliotson advocated phren0|ogy,*
in his lectures on the practice of medicine, his
clinical lectures, and his Writings for above 20 years?

“ The London Phreuological Society was established chiefly by
Dr. Elliotsnn 20 years since. At that time there was hardly more

than one medical man in twenty = believer; now there is scarcely
a well educated medical man who does not admit its general prin-

ciples-many its minutiae.



Did he not i contribute to the use
mainly general

ofthe Stethoscope* in this country? Look at the
many novel and interesting points ©f Physiology,
recorded in his most elaborate work. By whom
were quinine,* prussic acid, carbonate of jron,
creosote, sulphate ©f copper, and other new remedies,
first proper'y investigated? all-now established
as practical means in their several gpplications-
and though last, not_least, follows Mesmerism,
which, of all, promises t© be the greatest boon to
suffering humanity. Yetin the promotion ©f this,
how ynfairly-nay, cruelly-has he been treated;
though, before very long, he will have the proud
gratification ©f seeing l/lesmerism, like all his pre.

vious labours, acknowledged, if not practised, by the

very men who have hitherto denied and ridiculed.

The Profession# ought to have been doubly
guarded in thus acting; for the public know full
well, this has been their ordinary way of treating

When the Stethoscope and quinine were introduced some
years since, & now fashionable Court physician used to gay, that
the Stethoscope was just the thing for Elliotson to rave gphout, and
that quinine would not last twelve months.  This same individual,
at the present time, never goes to n bed side without the gpe, and

rarely passes @ day Without prescribing the other.

1- In thus gpeaking of medical men | do not do so disrespect-
fully; ' um only speaking the truth, which they must admit. 1
have an extensive London acquaintance Vitll gentlemen of the
highest standing; amongst whom, are many of my best friends.

B 2



every new discovery, and will gsk, whether the same
Profession, did not thus condemn the discoveries of
Harvey, Hunter, and Jenner. Medical men must
however, before |gng, investigate, o they will

soon find their Iegitimate province invaded by those
who have less title; those who believe, must soon

declare themselves, and those who will not examine,
cannot jystly be entitled to give an opinion.

The public, however, are now so impressed by
the good already accomplished by Mesmerism, that
they will be too happy to have its beneits extended
to all those cases which have hitherto baflled medical
skill; and are there not too many diseases to which
the present state of science is quite unequal? !
asl; the question fearlessly and honestly of medical
men, Of what avail or certainty are their remedies
in many cases of Para|ysisv Ep”epsy’ St. Vitus's
Dance, Tic Douloureux, Hysteria, Mental, Spinal,
and other affections of the Nervous System? Are
they not the very opprobium of the hea”ng art? and
are they not too often, especially among the poorer
classes, made the causes Of exclusion from some of
eur public hospitals? If, then, there be a poyer,
which will relieve and cure mgpny Of these extreme
cases, IS it not the duty of medical men to investi-
gate that power, instead of denying its facts and
conderrming unheard?

Observe the gxample set us py our Continental



brethren. In France, the late Commission of' 1831,
composed of inen oOf the highest scientific character,
declared, that the facts of Mesmerism were uncle-
niable, and entitled it to rank among the sciences;
and in Paris, at the present time, every fourth
medical man is a Mesmerist. Throughout the Con-
tinent, its reception has been equally gratifying.
In Germany, it is studied and practised to a consi-
derable extent; in Prussia, many physicians make
use of it under the authority ©f government; in
Berlin, the greatest success has attended its yse; in
Stockholm, degrees =ar= granted in the University
by an examination into its |aws; in Russia, the
Emperor appointed a Commission of medical men
to enquire i11t0 it: this Commission pronounced it
" avery important agent,” and tile first physjcian to
the Emperor, With many others at Petershrugh and
Moscow, have employed it successfully for years;
in Denmark, physicians practise it under a roya|
ordinance, by a decree of the College of Health; in
Holland, the first men adopt it. Let us hear also
the opinions of two of the greatest of the Conti-
nental philosophers. La Place says, "that the
testimony in favour of the truth of [lesmerism,
coming with such ynjformity from enlightened men
of many nations, who had no interest to deceive,
and possessed ne possible means of collusion, was
such, that, applying te it, his ewn principles and
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formulas respecting human evidence, HE couLD

NOT YVITHHOLD HIS ASSENT FROM WHAT was so
srRosGLY suPPoRrlaD."

Cuvier also Writes, that "it is no longer per-
mitted us to doubt, that the proximity of two
animated bodies in a certain relation, and with the
help of certain motions, do produce = real efect,
wholly independent ©f the imagination of either.”

Let us also see, What has been done in our own
country; though little, still, we have reason to re-
joice, and, uniting the labours of all, we may say,
Without fear of contradiction, that Biesmerism can
claim amongst its advocates and pelievers, the
highest in rank, science, and literature.  AS names,
especially in this country, do toe Hequently infiu-=
ence us; 1O prove my assertion, and to Que encou-
ragement t© doubters, let us mention a few of those,
who have eXprESSed their beliefin Mesmerism, many
of whom practise it. In science, can any names
claim a higher regard than La Place, Cuvier, -Tuis-
sieu, Hufeland, Georget, Orfila, Cloquet, abroad;
amongst ourselves, an Elliotson, Conolly, Aber-
crombie, Engledue, Ashburner, blayo, Davey,
Wilson, Sigmund, Arnott, Costello, and others; the
chief of whom are Hogpital physicians 2hd surgeons.
Besides these, in almost gyery city, town, and village,
will be found private practitioners zealously pur-
suing the enquiry. In rank and station, we may



mention Prince Albcrt,* Lords Brouglmn and Stan-
hope, Lord Adare, tlle Earl of \'e>tlnoreland and
the Duke of Marlborough, the Bishop ©f Norwich,
Colonel Gurwood, Sir Thomas Vijlt.shire, Captain
James, Sir V1n. Molesworth, Sir Vm. Hamilton,
&c. In the literary world, and arts, will be found
Miss Martineau, Miss Mitford, and Miss Ann Sa-
vage, Sir Edward Lytton Bulwer, Charles Dickens,
Mr. Macready, ''*- Colquhoun, ''r- Coleridge, Src:
In the |egal profession we have barristers of hjgh
standing; alnongt others Basil Montague. 'n the
Church we have dignitaries ©f the highest order;
and three excellent \'orl;s on Mesmerism have been
lately written py CII21'§l}1IC1l, ©f good standing and
attainments: jndeed, the Clergy have done much,
and would do more, were it net, that there appears
to be an opinion abroad, that Mesmerisnx has an irre-
ligious or Satanic 5gency. This beliefhas gliginated
chiefly from a Sernlon, said to have been preached
by the Rev. Hugh Mc. Neile. He has partly dis-
avowed the production, but 110t entirely; and so
far, renders himself responsible for those, who
choose gnly to act and think through the prejudices
of others.

* Prince Albert stated before a Iarge party at the Palace, 0n|y
a mouth 596 “That the incvlical men of this country were con-

ducting themselves in a yery improper manner, by refusing to in-
vestigate the facts presented to them by the scicncc of Mcsxncrisnn.”
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Yet on this point, can gny objection be more irre-
ligious or nncharitable? e will see. It is the
universal belief of every well regulated mind, and

ought certainly to be that of gyery Christian, that
whatever has been created, or exists, is for a wise

and benevolent purpose. Itis very true, that we
do not glways perceive the application, but that

does not destroy the power, and ought not to lessen
the value.

Now, when we :find llesmerism being applied
to the relief of the most hopeless of cases and
sufferers, and when ggo(d is eifected, this must. na-
turally dispose the mind to contemplate in = still
higher degree, the additional plessing received, and,

as a consequence, gratitude from the receiver-to
the Giver of all Good. Such benefits rather tend

to convert an ynbeliever, and conirm a Christian.
Several objectors Wwill be answered py the record
of cases given; but there are others, who, after
actually seeing certain benefits derived, then assume
the results to be merely the efforts of nature, the
force of jmagination, = ever imposition. Now,
if the efforts oOf nature set jn, after all other means
have been tried in vain, and the good only appeals
to follow, from the time )lesmerism has been com-
menced, why not accord to it this glight credit?
and as re@ds the imagination, if several of the
most fearful and pajinful operations-such == the
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amputation ©f limbs, the removal of Jarge portions
of thejaw‘ the Opening of tumours, and the extrac-

tion of teeth, now, Without number; if these, and
many more, can be eifected without pain, and even
through the imagination, then, it becomes the

absolute duty of the College of Physicians to admit
this agent at once into the number of their remedies.

On the prejudices of medical men, Bliss llarti-
neau has most tritely remarked in her interesting
letters,-" How can the Profession hold its domi-
nion over minds, however backed by law, and the
Opinion of the educated, when the Vu|gar see and
know that limbs are removed without pain, in
Opposition to the will of doctors, and in Spite of
their denial of the facts? What arails the decision
of a whole College ©f Surgeons, that such a thing
could not phe, when a whole town full of peop|e
know that it yas; which must succumb,-(Im
[earned pody or the fact?"

There is no excuse for medical men not making
the enquiry for themselves, inasmuch as the appeal
is simply te nature, and is within the reach of gyery
one,-and when men are found, who will not
investigate, and prefer condemning unheard, let
them, however high their assumed character or
station, consider how just is the following, from
the late Mr. Chevenix, Who on this very subject
was so able an advocate :-"* \'ould it disgrace



14

the greatest man Whom England has ever produced,
to attempt an experiment or twWo ypon 2 doctrine
which Hufeland, Juissieu, Cuvier, Ampére, and
La Place believed? nay, would it not disgrace
him more to condemn, without knowing any
thing about, what such men knew and believed?

Is supercilious ignorance the weapon With which
Bacon wolld have repelled a new branch of know-
ledge, however extraordinary it might have gp.
peared to him? surely, WHAT GREAT MEN BELIEVE,

ORDINARY MEN MAY TRY."

Mr. Chevenix further observes-" In the whole
domain of human arguments, ne art or science rests
upon experiments mere nu_merous, mere positive,
or more ggasily ascertained; and, to him, a.nd before
long, the opinion must be | miversal, the most ex-

traordinary event in the whole hiStOry of human
science js, THAT IIESMERISM EVER couLD BE

pousTED.SV"

Now, let it be clearly understood, that these
opinions are not those of a mere boOK worm, or
crude theorist; for, on referring to his writings,
many ©f which appeared in the Philosophical Trans-
actions, it will be seen, that he personally operated
on the |arge number of 44-8 individuals, 168 of
these in the short gpace Of a few months.  His trials
were made on all ages, sexes, and stations; and

See Medical and Physical -Toumal for 1829.
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he reports, that positive effects were produced er
the majority, several were cured of yery distressing
diseases, and many were much relieved,-when, at
last, an acute disease suddenly deprived science and
humanity of ene of her prightest ornaments.  His
experiments were strictly scientific-his object
philanthropic; and it was to the labours chieiiy of
Mr. Chevenix, that the pyblic are mainly indebted,
for his mantle falling o the equa”y able and ta-
lented Dr. Elliotson.

Surely, with this weight of evidence in our favour,
it is not expecting to© much, that, when opponents
to Mesmerism arise, they at least, should pring
facts ggainst facts, well knowing, 2= they ought, that
one real fact, is worth ywenty vague opinions.

AS = summary, it may Pe said, that if gpinjons,
or udgments, founded on our prejudices, e-r super-
stitions, or our abuses of things, were once ad-
mitted, what would have become of the greatest
discoveries ever made, or the greatest benefits ever
conferred ?

Vaccination was considered Anti-Christ, and as
such, denounced from the pulpit : the eminent
French gyrgeon, Parc, was hooted and hissed, be-
cause he introduced the ligature to arteries, as a
substitute for boiling pitch. In the application of
medicines to (isease, we are Well gware, that our

most valued remedies in relieving pain, are those,
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which, by ar over dose, would destroy life. Look
at Chemistry, and one of its gpplications-steam.
We wondered, when the first steam vessel was pro-
posed; and ridiculed, when told we might bythe
same power, travel by land 30 miles in the hour;
but even this was in its im“ancyy since, we now double
that speed, and by the electric telegraph, a corres-
pondence is maintained at the distance of hundreds
of miles, in is many seconds of time. If matter
cannot be |imited, why should mind-community
of thought and feeling? Phreno-Mesmerism, and
the still higher condition, Clairvoyance, are the
manifestations of the nervous system, proceeding
from that Wonderful source, the Brain, ag”mmering
of Whose functions we are only just beginning te

perceive.

Newton's  humility of mind into enquiries of this
nature affords us another beautiful gxample. Dr-
Chalmers, in llustrating this point in his character,
says, thathe Wanted no other recommendation for
any one article of science than the recommendation

of truth: with thjs, he would open t© it all the ave-
nues of his ynderstanding, though authority might
scowl ypon it; and taste be disgusted by it; and
fashion be ashamed of jt; and all the beauteous
speculation of former days  cruelly broken up by
the announcement of the better ph||osophy and
scattered like the fragments ©f an aerial vision, over
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which the past generations of the world had been

slumbering their profound and pleasing reverics.”
To those who will not believe in Mesmerism until

we can explain causes, we refer to a paragraph
from the Rev. Mr. Sandpy's excellent work, and
with which I shall now conclude:-

" Gravitation is perhaps of all yowers the most
universal; and the best understood; but who can
explain this? We see the stone fall to the ground,
and the smoke rise ghove; the storm rushes by, and
the mountain torrent dashes over the precipice into
the gu|f below. But of the cayse, Of all these
various and apparently opposite effects, we know
nothing-but that the power is simple and uniform;
it is named attraction-a sympathy between podies,
but which is no explanation_

"It is the same with the phenomena ©f animal
life, which we perceive through the action of Bles-
merism, the results of which are uniform under
similar conditions, but vary with all the changes
observable in the living body; and so far as we
are gcquainted with these changes, can we calculate
upon the result of mesmeric gction; and it is the
same With the effects which follow in the course Of
every Other power py which the living body is
influenced. The laws of action are but the recog-

nised material conditions under which 5, effects

take place.
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" Could we even perceive & medium of commu-
nication between acting bodies, as the wire which
conveys electricity, or the air which communicates
all the exquisite harmonies of sound to the sen-
sitive nerve,-or reaIIy witness a visible tangible
Huid passing out from one body to another,-the
difficulty and the mystery would be the same, for
a medium of communication is not the cause of the
influence which it communicates. "“Tho can ex-
plain What is light or heat?

© On all matters then, on which we are ignorant
we should syspend =ur judgment; for experience
alone can lead to knowledge, and the wisest of men
have ever been the most humble after truth, and
the most careful in giving judgment. " For though
all knowledge] says Lord Bacon, 'is valuable and
connected, the knowledge ©f man to man is the
most important, and ought to be the foundation of
every systeln! Let us then, With pyre humility,
and with an earnest Spil’it, seek to know oyrselves,
thanking Providence for what has been made known
to us, and not, in the prige of intellect, presump-
tuously refuse what is presented te us, because we
cannot comprehend it, e through ignorance ascribe
its influence to any but its |ggitimate source-the
Fountain of all Good."



SELECTION OF CASES.

IN' recording the following Cases, | have selected
those, which appear t© have the greatest amount
by ()i'il1IP0I't8 1afgrence to the actual disturbed
conditions, previous to llleszzzerislizr being adopted,
and to the general authentic character of the ygports.
I have also preferred those cases to which the names
of parties are affixed, and otherwise well attested.

INn the cases taken from the Zpjstf* it must be
understood, that I have selected 0n|y one or two,
e jllustrating the particular diseases treated o,
there are numerous similar cases, reported by at
variety of medical men in different partg of the
country. My difficulty has been in the selection
from such a variety, as there are |y oOthers

The Zoist is gquarterly journal devoted to Phrcuology and
Mesmerisni ; it contains great number of the worst descrip[ion

of cases, successfully cured by I[csnerisul. This work is iudis~
pensable to every medical man, und Vill bc found most interesting
to the general reader.
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equally striking, but which cannot be ahridged
without destroying their value.

I have purposely omitted any detailed reference
to my own experience, though ! Will just add, that
I have succeeded beyond my most sanguine =x-
pectations, in curing cases Of St. Vitus's Dance,
violent Hysteria, Tic Douloureux, and other ner-
veus complaints, after having failed in dging s by
all the grdinary means of routine practice. ! have
also been requested by one or two parties not to

report their cases, chiefly owing to the local preju-
dices of the Profession. Time, | hope, will soon

remedy these drawbacks, when 1 shall be enabled
to give the results of several jnteresting cases, some
of them still under treatment and progressing

favourably.

Case of Spinal Affection, of long standing.

Captain Anderson, ©f the Royal Marines, who
has been a most extensive mesmeriser, was the
operator ©n this occasion. Mrs. Raymond, = lady
residing at Chelmsford, had suffered for nine years
from a gpinal complaint, being cofned to her sofa,
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and unable to be moved day and night; she had
also lost the use of her voice. Her sufferings were
dreadful. Blisters, caustic jssues, leeches, setons,
medicines of all descriptions, were tried in succes-
sion, without any substantial good. These are her
own words: During the nine years I was unable
to be moved from my sofa night or day, I was never
free from pain; sometimes the agony Was inde-
scribable: the last three yeqrs | have been entirely
speechless. ! had given up @ll hope ©f recovery,
and almost prayed for death. At the ,gp, time
that I had resigned myself t© my fate, and begged
that my sufferings might seen be ended, God, in

his great mercy, Made me acquainted With Captain
Anderson, who offered to try the effect of mesme-

risin. 1 laughed at the idea . but from his account
of the cures he had performed, ! complied, being
anxious to grasp at anything which would do me
good. Vithout fO"OWing out the details, this is
the result. I am now able to walk out dajly alone
and unassisted. | am regaining my speech; and !

am free from pain, sleep soundly, and take no
medicine, and am nov seldom mesinerised.” \'ell

may this excellent |ady’ who is well known and

much respected, When comparing = her past sufier-

ings With her present happiness,” say that she
"feels thankful to God and grateful to Captain

Anderson."
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Case Uterine Dj with Nervous
of Disease, _Qenercz

Demngement.

For the following interesting case, ! ain in-
debted to Mr. \Vemon, of the Institute of Mesme-

iism, London; = gentleman, whose lectures and
demonstrations have done much towards diffusing

the knowledge of the science:-

" Sir,-At Mr. Vernon's request, 1 send you
some account oOf the good resulting from the appli-
cation of mesmerism in 1ny ©wn case, after an ill-
ness of 5 years. | have suffered from an internal
complaint of = very Painful 2nd aggravated nature,
partly originating from an adverse circumstance at
the birth of an gply child. 1 experienced little or
no relief from surgical aid during the period I have
mentioned. A detailed account of the many years
dtuing which my health has slowly but surely de-
clined, would be ynnecessary; ! Will but priefly
explain my state when forced to apply to mesme-
rism for relief, as my last resource. | Lmfortu-
nately met With a severe accident ill the heginning
of last March, iNn consequence ©f which .y com-
plaint was so much aggravated, that in the course
of a few weeks | was entirely confined to the sofa.

I was attended py Mr. R. Tayler, of 27, Old Steine,
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Brighton, and DI Cr. Hall, 14, Old Steine. Mr.
Tayler's reputation is too high in Brighton for me
to doubt that his treatment of me was otherwise
tha”judicious. I believe that all was done for me
that gyrgical skill could do, notwithstanding which,
each week, almost each day, saw me worse, until |
was unable to walk, or even move, Without the
greatest pain. From June last until the end of
November, | was leeehed gyery fourth day, yet !
experienced little or no relieffrom thjs, or any otller
treatment; my suﬂ\erings were iNncessant and ago-
nizing. I was only enabled to bear them by
frequent and |arge doses of morphine and other
sedatives, which, together VItiL tile pain, produced
an equally distressing eifect on the mind. The
events of that period are too indistillct and too
painful for me to recall; you Will understand the
probable mental condition of one whose |jhysical
strength was exhausted, and iicrvos rendered weak
and irritable by long continued suffering, and the
remedies taken to relieve tlleln. My mother was
frequenﬂy told by Mr. Tay|er that /ze knew not
what to do for me; that I must trust to time and
to the gdvantages Wilicll I derived from yy, age

This declaration was repea|ed On|y two days before
1 was mesmerised, VIIC1l | was confined to my
bed, and ‘felt my strength failing rapidly, so that |
could not endure much |onger. 1 freely confess
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that had 1 not been so hopeless of relief, 1 would
not have app”ed to mesrnerism from the fact of
the prejudice and ridicule attending it. 1 will only
premise that | believed in the power, but I did not
believe the possibility of its eiiicacy in my case.

" On the eVening of the 4<th of December, 1844,
Ir. Vernon mesmerised me. When he arrived, |
was iN extreme pain, and in a state of excessive
irritability and restlessness, so that I did not believe
it possible for me to lie still to allow Mr. V. to
make the attempt; notwithstanding which, after
what appeared t© me to be a very short time, |
felt that the pains moderated, and a sensation of
ease alld freedom from restlessness steal over me,
which no gpiates could ever induce. I soon lost all
consciousness, and on waking, was almost free from
pain. That pight ! was far calmer than 1 had been
for many months, although the pains returned.
Mr. Vernon continued to mesmerise me twice a
day, with one or two exceptions; at the end of a
week | found myself enjoying several hours guiet
and refreshing sleep at nights. After = fortnight's
mesmerising, I discontinued the opiates which 1
had regularly taken for many months, and was able
to walk about the room Without much jnconvenience;
and at the end of three weeks 1 found sleep, appe-
tite, and strength of body and mind restored to a
degree which astonished no one so MUCh as myself.
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My mother, by whose advice and persyasion ! first
determined to try mesmerisin, removed with me
to London in order to perfect my cure, which Object

has been most happily and decidedly accomplished;
for I am enabled to employ and exert myself as well

as | did G years ago, and can take out~door exercise
without fatigue °r inconvenience, as a proof of
which, ! walked 3 miles on Friday last, with
perfect comfort to myself. Should oy, or any
other medical man, wish for any more detailed
account of my iliness and ¢yre, or Of my mesmeric
state, | must refer you to Mr. Vernon, who, | am
sure, Will be happy to reply to any enquiries.
Anything in my power t© further so good and
powerful a cause as mesmerism will be gladly soin-
plied with. I trust to see and hear of 5, who
will seek and obtain reliefas | have done; and then,
that they will not be deterred [y any consideration
in making similar statements to that of,

"Yours ghediently,
"H. M. M.

* 1 should prefer your merely placing my initials
in publishing this statement; but I wijllingly autho-
rize yoy to give 1ny name and address to those who
are rea||y interested in mesmerism, or where you
may think it advisable. I M. M

" To Dr. STORER, Bath."
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Case of Nervous Szqfering, leaving ihe palient Pumb.

The f0||owing case, from the Zopijst, of extreme
bodily and mental gyjfering, leaving the patient
Dumb, until mesmerism was app”ed‘ deserves to be
made known; the facts were thus recorded in the

" North Devon Journal "":—

h Many of our readers will be gratified to know,
that thanks were publicly returned in the Parish
Church of |lifracombe, o~ Sunday last, for the
signal mercy of God towards the gjr|, Catherine
Brown, in her restoration of speech by inesrnerism,
through the instrumentality ©f Mr. Davey, who
was |ecturing here. I giye now tile substance of
the narrative.

" The girl is in her 15th yoq, her name Catharine
Brown; and is the daughter ©f = mechanic, living
at Compass hill, llifracombe. Her mother states
that she was taken alarmingly il in the mouth of
October, 1841; her complaint lying in her head,
side, and stomach. At this time, she presented a
most deplorable picture ©f human wretchedness and
suffering, and her gcreams, Which were terrific, could
be heard ata very considerable distance. She could
never be left for a moment, as, during the absence
of the attendants, she would beat her head against
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a wall most unmerci{ully, se as to leave wounds as
well as pruises; she was likewise often convulsed,
during which paroxysms, it was as much as two
could do to hold ller. Many medical gentlemen of
the town visited her, and gave her medicine; in
fact, she was an ghject ©f general charity, and, !
believe, there was not even an occasional medical

visitor i1l the town who did not prescribe for her.

" After a Iengthened period of duration and sul"~

fering’ the violence of her Comp|a|nt greatly sub-
sided, but |gft her dumb!  From that period up to

the time of being first mesmerised, she had never
spoken = single syllable, although bribes had been
offered her in order to induce her to ¢y and do so.
She still continued thc ghject of charitable visits
from the town, among Whom was — Lee, csq., =
magistrate, who offered her money © pronounce
his name . but even this monosy”ab|e she was
unable to articulate.

"After being mesmerisecl three times, and as
soon as consciousness was \wholly destroyed, she

began to Speak; but at first her Speech was  slow,
and she dwelt on the first letter of the word just as

those persons do who have an impediment in their
speech, commonly known as sfamnzerizzg: thus, on
pronouncing the word cat, she dwclt on the ¢ as
c-c-c-at; dog, d-d-d-og, &c- &e.; andin a similar
manner was her pronunciation ©f other monosylla-



Qs

bles. She was then asked her name, when, dwelling
on each syIIabIe, she replied Cath-e-rine Brown.

" From this it was evident that her gpegch was
improving, and after a further trial elicited a quick
reply-' Catherine Brown! After a short time she
was demesmerised, and those who were present will
not scon forget the countenance of the patient,
when, rising from her chair, she ran towards a little
girl in the room, crying out in joyous accents " Oh,
Mary Ann, ! can speak again now! A fear, !
believe was entertained, lest the faculty of speech
would again leave her on being demesinerised; but
the fear was groundless, and wholly dissipated,
hearing her thus address her little friend. The de-
light of the mother 5y be more gasily imagined
than described, when she found her daughter able
to gpeak, after being dumb for the space of two
years and a }zaM"

Cure of Deafness of long standing.

A case Of deafness, Of many years standing, has
been Iately cured by the Blessrs. Saunders,* of this

© Mr. saunders, the Barrister, and his prother, have employed
Mermerism in several cases with greart success, and daerve thanks
for their disinterested zeal in the cause_
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C|ty Having seen the case several times, | am
enabled to bear witness to the gsyccess; thc young

woman has also been visited by many residents

in this vicinity.

" Mary Ann Parsons, aged 24, residing at Combc
Down, near Bath, has been afiiicted from her ggrly

youth with deafness. Her mother hgjng been
relieved of rheumatism by pyl'1-S'Kl'1 -blr'@ﬁghﬂl;ler
daughter forthe purpose ofbeing mesrnerised for her
deafness. In the mesmeric trance, she prescribed
the further process to be adopted for her recovery,
and requested us to breathe in each ear a certain
number of times.  Vithin the last month we have
mesrnerised her fifteen or sixteen times, and her
deafness is entirely removed. She at last became so
susceptible, that two or three pa5seg sufliced to send
her off into the deepest coma. Before mesmerism,
she could not hear the ticking of a watch when
close to ller ears; now, she can hear a loud ticking

clock at the distance of a second room; and con-

tinues to this period quite vell."-April, 'SLE.

Afezimlgic A ]?bCfi0l1, with Epilfptie Fits.

The following interesting case is abridged from
the Rev. Mr. Sandby's work; Mr. Basil ||oxitegne

C
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was the proposer ©f mesrnerism, and Mr. Atk_inson,
of London, was the kind and persevering operator:

" Ann Vials is the daughter of Samuel Vials, of
the Abbey parish in St. Albans, who formerly
drove the mail cart from thence to Vatford. For
a short time this poor girl gained her livelihood by
working in a sill; factory: from the scrofulous habit
of her constitution, and heing subject to epileptic
fits, she was not glways equal to full employment;
and, in 1837, when she was only sixteen years of
age, She was compelled to give up Work altogether,
to go home and nurse a sick mother, who was also
suffering from a scrofulous affection, under which
she gradually sunk. The mother's disease had
taken strong hold of the ggyghter, for the over-
urought exertions of a twelvemonth had now too
clearly brought out the hereditary taint. Anne
Vials, in fact, required a nurse for herself; for not
only was the general state of her health broken
down, but the left arm, which, for three or four
years had been giying her much pain and uneasi-
ness, became now i1l so diseased a condition as to-
ta"y to deprive her of its use. She was p|aced
under the care Of several medical men in succession:
the best attendance in St. Albans was provided for
her: butthe arm eyery day became more and more
painful. Through the kindness of some charitable
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friends, she was now admitted into different hOSpi-
tals onc after the other. She was first removed to
Hemel Hempstead Infirmary; thence to St. Bar-
tholomev's Hospital in London,where she remained
nine months; thence to St. Thomas's, in the Bo-
rough; and thence to Hemel Hempstead again,-
in none of which places did she obtain any effectual
benefit. The state of her health at Iength became
so serious, that to save her |ife, some decisive mea-

sures were pecessary; and she was taken ., to

London againl to Guy's HospitaL where her arm

was gmputated by Mr- Morgan, the 24 of March,
1841. At the end of three months, when the

wound was healed, she returned back to St. Albans.
After she had been at home some little time, a
violent convulsive actioll commenced in the gyymp,
This movement became rgpjdly worse and orse; in
fact, the stump moved , and down, night and day,
unceasingly, and much quicker, to use her own ex-
pression, than she herself could move the other ami.
Her gyfferings became intense, and her general
health was affected in proportion. She was now
removed backwards and forwards, as before, to the
different hogpitals, but without 5, relief. At the

Infirmary in Hemel Hempstead, they actually
Strapped the arm down with the hope of |essening:
the movement; but the confinement made ijt, if

possible, worse, and they were compelled to wr-

c 2
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loose it.  She was at |ength carried to St. George'g
Hospital: here she remained three months, her
health gradua”y get“ng worse and orse, and the
epileptic fits, from which she had been suifering
for a twelvemonth, increasing in violence and dura-
tion; when, with the gnly hope ©f saving her life,
a proposition was mooted of taking the stump out
of the socket. My readers may judge, by this
Simple fact, of the desperate state to which this
poor gir| had now grrived; for with her shattered
health, it could hardly be expected that she should
survive, even for a short tirne, so serious an opera-
tion. At this critical juncture, mMesrnerism was
suggested by her kind friend Mr. Basil Montague;
he mentioned the case to Mr. Atkinson, Whose
humane and scientific character can hewell attested.

" In gpite of the feeling against mesmerism, and
the almost hopeless state of the patient, he at once,
on his own responsibility, undertook the case; and
seeing that it would require for months the most
unremitting attention, he procured = rurse from St.

George's Hospital, and had the yq6r gir| removed
to his own house. It was in May’ 1842, about

fourteen months after the gmputation, that Anne
Vials quitted the hospital to make trial of mesme-
rism; and this is Mr. Atkinson's description ©f the
state in which he found her:-* She had sometimes

three or fourliits in a day, ofa most violent nature,
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which continued for more than an hour; the stump
moved up and down without cessation,-not =
merely rerveus twitching, Put violently up and
down. She suffered continuous excruciating pain
in the head and back; and at the end of the sttunp
too, the pajn was most agonising. She had pain
too in all her limbs and joints, particularly in thc
elbow of the remaining arm, just as she had before
amputation in the other. Masses Of sores were con-

stantly breaking out in different parig of the pody;
palpitations at ha heart, pains in the chest, suspen-
sions of the functions of 11ature, and a spitting of
large quantities ©f blood, accompanied by solid
matter, were some Of the other symptonis. In
short, a more terrible Comp“caﬂon of evils have
seldom been united in one suH'erer’ At the first
few sittings the epileptic fits were prought on, =s
if py the mesmeric effect; but this prevented their
recurrence in their Ordinary Yvay. At the fourth
or fifth séance the deep S|eep, ol france, Was super-
induced, wiLen the action of the glzunp szldflenly
stopped, and from that moment it 11ever moved in
that \yay again; tile tits too ceased; tlle pains in
the back of Iler head were almost instantly relieved,
and a gradual improvement in her general health
setin.  Upon the wonderful results of the xnesmeric

treatlnellt in this case, | sllall make little connnent;

1ny readers can jyudge for pjti1C111S@hers they
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have examined the actual facts of her case. Her
sufferings, the amputation, the movement of the
stump, and the other attendant evils are known to
numbers-to medical men in St. Alban's, and to
the surgeons @nd nurses at the hogpitals; and it is
also known, that all the remedies suggested for her
benefit were fruitless: the best surgical advice was
of no ava_il; but the Hfth day, after the application
of mesmerism, the stump ceased to meve, and the
other fearful symptoms Of the case pegan to dis-
appear! Mesmerism was perseveringly continued;
when intermitted at one period, she relapsed.
Mesinerism was renewed, and i.u her cage, shewed
all the higher manifestations of its powers; when
she was finally restored to perfect health-a plessing

to herself, and the utmost gratiication te those
most interested in her welfare.”

Case of Spasmodic Asthma of long szfanding,

The fo”owing case was treated by Mr. Kiste, =
gentleman who has devoted much attention to the
subject, and published =r interesting pamphlet
under the title of * Facts ggajnst Fallacies.” This
case is attested by the Rev. Mr. Holdsworth, who
is one of the Prebends of Exeter, and Vicar of
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LIIXIZ) 1L the same diocese; this gentleman, N =
published lettcr, uuthoriscs Mr. Kistc to add his
notes.

The patient, Elizabeth Spurdens, is wife of the
footinan in Mr. Holdsworth's fam”y’ a female above
the middle 5q¢ Of life, whose sufferings for many

years have been jntense, and by the simple appli-
cation of mesmerism has been restored to perfect

health. Previously, she had been under the care
of several medical men in her |gcality, Who pro-
nounced her case jncurable, and of the worst pOSSi'
ble character. The Rev. Mr. Holdsworth thus
writes to Mr. Kjste, the operator:-

" According t© your Wish I send vy, a copy ©f
the notes taken at the time when y, favoured us
With yory' company @nd mesmerised the wife of my
footman-an operation Which so far has been of
most essential service to her. The asthma under
which she has so long suffered was of a most dis-
tressing character; so much so, that her nejghbour
who inhabits a part of the house, ! am informed,
was afraid to remain with her alone ill the house,
unless her husband or some friend of her's was
there also, =e frightful was her gppearance When
under the attack. You know g|ready that for six
weeks after she was put under mesineric influence
she had no attack; then a slight one, brought on,
she says, by her own imprudence, and from that
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tilne, now six weeks more, she has had no return
of her complaint; her general health is improved,
and she is gaining more solid flesh. 1 hope that in
time the beneficial effects arising from mesmerism
will be better understood and better appreciated‘
Nothing ean be more ynphilosophical than the
manner iNn which the faculty and others treat this
subject, aswell as the prejudices that have been
evinced, instead of the patient investigation, which
such a gupject requires.

~ If doubt leads us to peglect investigation and
prejudice prevents enquiry, how is knowledge in
any new science or gyject to be acquired?

" Brixham Vicarage, Feb. 5 184»1."

" This account is written to shew the bene-
ficial effects arising from mesmerism (whatever
it might be) and to describe some of the pheno-
mena that occurred in the pregence Of the writer
and fourteen members of his family.

" It was in consequence OF her distressing state
being told to Mr. Kjste, that he gajd, he thought she
might be benefitted by mesmerism, and that if she
liked, he would give yp seme days during his stay
to try its effects.”

The detail of each day's mesmerising, though
very interesting, is too long for insertion; it con-
cludes with a letter from the patient herself, ex-
pressing grateful thanks for the relief obtained;
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and Mr. Kistc concludes the case with the I"ollov-
ing remarks, in a letter to Dr. Elliotsonz-

" It should here be mentioned, that about six
weeks after the time of her mesmeric slumbers, she
caught cold and the gymptoms Of her disease made
their appearance, but her altered constitution evi-
denﬂy did not seem to admit of g, intrusion of
her former complaint; in a letter to me respecting
it she says,-' It came on in the rnorningl but I did
not get ill until between Il and 12 in the forenoon;
in the evening there were preparations made as usual,
and a pergon sent for, to stop the night, but to my
great surprise and to the utter astonishment of g|, |
gotbetter before pight, and did not require any assist-
ance during the night, but slept soundly, and had
but one gpasm during the day; before now in that
time, ! may have had a dozen." About three weeks
after this | saw her and mesmerised her for several
days, during which time the faculty of clairvoyance
was often gpontaneously developed. A year has
now elapsed, and she has yniformly enjoyed her
health. Vhen seeing her Iately, she said to me
in her simplicity, that frequently when sitting by
herself she would look back to former yeoqr5 and
fancy she could not be the same person.

" A fact worthy ©fbeing Stated for the information

of those opponents who attribute all by [0St 1L'ICPII
nomena and the cure Of diseases to thc influence of
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imagination, is, that this patient from beginning te
end manifested a most extraordinary degree f scep-
ticism; she never would believe that she had been
to glegp; and when aware of her improved state of
health, she constantly imagined she would have a
return of her jjlness; and 1 strongly believe that,
even at this monent, she is not free from that appre-
hension. But considering the time, and her having

had some severe colds, which genera”y brought on
violent gttacks, reason and facts combine to decide

in favour of the cure being a perfect one; and I have
only to add, had this been the gply case in which
I have been able to accomplish 2 cure, I should
consider myself amply rewarded for the leisure hours

I have bestowed in the cultivation of mesmerism."

Case of Neuralgia, o painful Nervozes Afectiozz
of the Heart, of many years standing.

" Mr. Kiste has also presented to us the history
of a very interesting case, the Hon. Bfrs. Hare.
This |ady has related her case in a ygp, clear and
instructive manner, confining herself to a simple
statement Of facts, which every body can understand.
For eighteen years she suffered from npeyralgia of
the heart, and was successively under the care of
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Dr. Varrcn, Sir C. Bell, Mr. Apcrnethy, Dr-
Maton, and Dr. Elliotson; but the various reme-
dies which were suggested did not in the least re-
lieve her. At this period, 1834, she was taking
_forty grains ©f opium = day. Her suiferings con-
tinued unalleviated till the end of last yeqar, [844-,
when she was fortunately introduced to Mr. Kiste.
" The Lady writes-' On the 16th of Sept. last,
we had some friends to dinner, amongst whom was
Mr. Kiste, who is an amateur mesmerist, and has been
successful in curing diseases which had baiiled the
skill of medical men. He expressed awish to try his
power; but as our friend Mr. B, llons. Lafontaine,
and Dr. Ashburner had failed to produce the sleep, !
sat down with the idea that I could 110t be affected by
mesmerism; he sat before ine ggrnestly and steadily
gazing i my eyes. N a few minutes | felt a most
unusual tranquillity of mind; the objccts in the
room seemed to lose their gutline; and the last
thing I remember having seen were my mesmeriser's
eyes. | was afterwards told, thatin eight minutes
I sank down in the grm-chair, and that Mr. K. pro-
nounced me to be in what is called mesineric som-

nambulism, = peculiar state of the nervous system.
After near|y two hours' S|eep’ Mr. K. awoke me,

and 1 felt tranquil, Put very sleepy.
" That night, for the first time after having had

paroxysins every night for three weeks previously,
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I was not only free from an attack, but slept
soundly till late in the morning, when 1 awoke
quite refreshed.

Since that day, Sept. 17, I have been entirely
free from these attacks, With the exception of hav-
ing several times felt the symptoms when 1 had
taken cold, or when Mr. K. was not with 5; but

it has not come to anything more than a little faint-

ness. 1 know nothing of my former agonies except
by memory. My general constitution has changed.
I am much thinner; and in the course of three

months | have twice had occasion to have 1, dresses
much diminished, and 1 am now able to Walk five
or six miles Without the least fatigue.

Having been for nearly twe months free from
my usual sufferings, Mr. Kiste proposed to me to
diminish my doses.  Although ! thought this an
impossibility, I made the trial, when I found I did
not as formerly feel the loss. I continued py de-
grees to lessen the quantity, and from having at that
time been in the habit of taking from sixty-six t©
upwards ©f eighty-six grains daily, ! have now re-
duced it to considerably less than thirty, and I am
going on to diminish the quantity.

" lwas a dreadful sufferer for yany years. |
now am free from that gyffering, and in the enjoy-
ment Of health and comfort. YVhereas | was ill!

I am now welll
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In thus coming forward, 1 am fU”y awarc that
1 expose myself to the ridicule of small minds and
the observations of the malevolent; to both I am

perfecﬂy indill'erent.' ~

Case Qof severe Nervous' Disease.

Treated by Mr. Cnnntns Cmtns.

In the early part ©f August last | was re-
quested t© try the effect of mesmeric treatment on
a |ady, whose case was described to me py her
mother as most deplorable, and one in which every
other mode of treatment had been tried and found
unavailing.

" She was the daughter of a medical gentleman,
named | arke, residing @nd practising re=ar Norwich.
I ascertained that he ytterly disbelieved in mesme-
rism as a reglity; that the |ady and her family knew
nothing more than the common reports ©n the sub-
ject, and had no particular expectation of benefit
from its employment; but that they proposed to
try the experiment as they would almost 4py other
harmless remedy where the suffering was so in-
tense, and the resources Of the medical art alforded
no relief.

"I was informed that the yqyng lady had for
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above two years been entirely out of health,
suffering acute and capricious pains in the head,

teeth and face, after the glightest exposure t© cold,
and pains at the pit of the stomach after every meal:

that about six months previously she had had an
attack of brain fever: that from defective capillary
circulation she was a|Ways Shivering from cold, and
her countenance had assumed a perfectly exsangui.
neous aspect: that she suffered so much depression
of spirits as rendered life a burden: and that for
the last fourteen Weeks she had been attacked eyery
night by = pain extending over the right side of the
head down to the shoulder, Iasting for about five
hours, and so acute as nearly to deprive her of reason.

” Whatever the best medical skill could suggest
had been perseveringly adopted. Relief had been
sought not merely from change ©f air, diet, occu~

pation, @nd topical applications, but from altera-
tives: yet yp to the day on which I saw her, the
disease had steadily persisted, and even increased in
violence.

" The Whole of Miss Larke's knowledge on the
subject amounted to this only,-that people were
reported to be sent to sleep, andin some unaccount-
able Way to be cured, by mesmerism. In order
therefore to plgce her mind in a neutral state, |
withheld all information, assuring her 1 could form
ne opinion iwhether she would derive any benefit,
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and if she (jd, it was by no means a necessary con-
dition that she should sleep. She was thus, as she

has since assured me, completely ignorant what
would be the mode of treatment, or what result

might be expected, and the imagination therefore
could have no share in producing the result.

" The physical efect was most decided, and
almost instantaneous. After the first sleep, the
lady experienced a sense of warmth which she had
not felt for months,-the first pight, the agonising
pain, which had never once intermitted for fourteen
weeks, wholly ceased, or was superseded by only =
slight uneasiness, continuing but five minutes in-
stead of five hours. After two days this disap—
peared-and to the present time no gjgn of it has

ever returned. The genera| improvement of her
health is manifested by every indication of bodily

and mental yvigour-at the end of six weeks the

dull heavy languor ©f long disease had given place
to the natural pyoyancy ©f youth,-a colourless,
lack-lustre complexion was replaced by the genuine
hue ofhealth,-the hair, which had nea”y all fallen
off not only grew rapidly i length, Put sprang up
thickly over the whole head,-the appetite became
perfectly good and the digestion complete,-I may
not ggy how much the lady gained in weight. The
case presented =2 complete transformation from
disease to health, and the whole character and ap-
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pearauce were se entirely changed, that, on return-
ing home, an acquaintance, who had known her for
years, spent Several hours in her company, at her
father's house, without recognizing her, but gyp.
posing she was a visitor in the family."

The father of the young lady, = medical man,
honourab|y bears witness to the powers of Mesme-
risin; the following are his concluding remarks in
a letter to fMr. Childs - —

" 1 am now most happy to state that her recovery
is complete-that she enjoys perfect health and
equanimity ©f spirits, and is everything ! could
Wish her to be. This blessing I attribute to you,
and I think I should be Wanting I every proper
fee”ng’ if I hesitated to withhold my testimony to

the case."

" Brooke, Norfolk, March 13, 1S45."

.Miss .Martineau and her Traducers.

It was my intention to have noticed several cir-
cumstances connected with Miss lla.rtineau’'s case,
but I find 1 have been so ab|y anticipated by an
article in the last number of the Zoijst, that I shall
condense from that, as much as my pages will allow;
the medical particulars are in Latin, which I do not
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think it necessary to insert, as a reference can lic

made to the griginal.

" How extraordinary are the Changes in the world
of thought! The subject which the critic a few

months since would not condcscend to notice, has

been elevated to a commanding position,-it is the
topic with which the daily papers and the weekly
periodica|s are filled; in fact, all classes are moved
as py one common consent, and mcsrnerism from

the pa|ace to the smallest town in the united king-

dom, is the scientific question absorbing pub|ic
attention.  Even Mr. Vakley, who  impudently
declared that he had exposed the  humbug’ of
resrnerism, is obliged t© yield to the pressure O™
without, and to enable him ' to wheel about' in a
becoming manner, has purchased the cerebral pro-
perty of a Dr. Radcliffe Hall. Ve hope that the
public voice "ill Wring from Mr. Vak|ey some ex-
pression of regret that he should have been so tm-
faithful to literature and science, as to have made
hisjournal the instrument for dissenminating such
gross slanders and such tuifounded statements.
Dr. Radcliffe Hall will gain great notoriety, for he
stands accused of Itaving falsified historical facts,
and of garhling te serve his own purpose important
doctunents,-he has hired himself to Mr. \'akley,
and proved to the world that hc is not possessed of
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sufficient accuracy O cause him to quote famy the
documents of a past age, ©r chronicle the facts of

the present.

" The immediate cause of all this gctivity is the
publication of the case of Miss Martineau, who,
after five years of incessant suf‘fering and confine-
ment to her couch, is now well; and we, knowing
the particulars from the first day of her illness to
the last day of her continuance of pi"S and mix-
tures, and from this period onwards day by day,
during the mesmeric treatment, as medical men,
unhesitatingly assert, that this cure has been accom-
plished by the aid of mesmerism alone. But Miss
I/1. is not the first person cured by this p|an of
treatment. llumlreds and thousands have received
health and strength-have been raised from the
couch of sujfering and restored to their friends and
society--have recognized the power by means of
which they have 'been healed, and promu|gated
again and again their thanks; but their tale has not
been heeded, or, if listened to for a moment, it was
soon forgotten, and they were ranked in the same
category with the nervous, the Visionary’ or the
insane. Itis then in a greagt measure to the pyp-
lication of Miss M.'s case that this sudden Change
is to be attributed.  From eyery quarter we hear of
extl'aol'dina.ry cures. Ve Luiderstand that even
medical men, some Of them pelonging to the Lon-
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don phalanx ©f opponents, =r< daily requesting from
Dr. Elliotson interviews for themselves or their

friends.  Yes, the medical butterflies are ggain
beginning to be attracted towards that centre, which
on former occasions afforded them Iight, and con-

tributed in no small degree towards the elevation

they new enjoy. And when they hear that Royalty
has given an opinion regarding the facts they have
=o long neglected--when they hear that Royalty
recognizes = method of cure which they have for
=e |ong = period sneered at, why then we shall really
dread the consequences; for the sudden change
from a state of wilful ignorance to an ardent desire
for knoV'ledge-from the employment ©f promul-
gating calumnies, falsehoods and misrepresentations,
fo [he praclice of the science they have so |ong ridi-
culed, must be considered a great revolution.  May
they in their new position be guided by the dictates
of conscientiousness, and strive manfully to over-
come the petty proinptings ©f mere animal impulse.

" Ifit were possible for us to place before our rea-
ders the details of the prolonged sufferings endured
by Miss Martineau, urialleviated py ordinary treat-
ment, we feel convinced that no ynprejudiced ™e-
dical practitioner could entertain a doubt regarding
the result or the mezuis py which it was accom-
plished. V€ are not about to dress p 11 case for

the pub"c gaze, We are not about to make any ad
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captamium statements, we have to deal with a great

medical fact-a physiological phenoinenon, and our
duty is to endeavour to place this before our rea-

ders in simple, truthful |anguage, in order to incite
them to the use of that power which they all pos-

sess, and which they are called upon t© use, under

judicious authority, for the alleviation and cure Of

disease. There are many interesting points for
consideration in the history of this case, and if this

were a medica_| journal we should not shrink from
a full discussion. On the present occasion, how-
ever, We shall conline ourselves to a simple state-
ment of the following outline. Letitbe distinctly
understood, that what we are about to state is
authentic; we repeat this, because we are now using
the Iady's notes, furnished to us by herself, and for
©ur present purpose.

"Miss M. was in America. in 1834, and while
there, suddenly experienced the irst symptoms ©f

her distressing malady. From this period till the
auturn of 1838 her health gradually gave way. She

was not onIy conscious of this herself, but her de-
licate appearance alarmed her relations and friends,
and one in particular, without converse with the
sufferer, suspected the nature of her disease. In
Apr|| 1839, not knowing the exact nature of her
disease, for her b1°Otl8l-111-HVV, Mr. Greenhow,
was unable to give a positive opinion, she under-
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took to convey an invalid cousin to Lucerne. Dur-

ing the joumney her travelling companions were
painfully struck py her depression ©f spirits, and she
became conscious of an increasing inabi|ity to enjoy
anything . in fact, the whole party became so
alarmed, that on their arrival at Venice, Dr. Nardo
was consulted, and a letter was despatched to Mr.
Greenhow containing a full detail of all her symp-
toms, After the consultation with Dr. Nardo, an
immediate return honie was determined on. The
journey was made as easy as possible, and py the
end OfJUly 1839, Miss M. was under the immediate
care Of Mr. Greenhow.

" We shall now take the sufiel'er's own account
of her state from this period, July 1839, till Sept.
1841. Miss M. continued to take daily exercise
till the middle of October 1839, when her sufferings
from sjckness, breathlessness and pain in the pack,
made it too painful te be worth the cost. In
January 1840, all the gymptoms had increased.
It was for some time jmpossible to raise the right leg

more than suflicient to permitwalking, and through-
out the whole perigd she could bear none but a re-

cumbent pospyre from the intolerable sinking which
attended gy ery effort to sit upright. She could not
sleep at night till she devised a plan of sleeping
under a basket, for the purpose ©Of keeping the
weight of the bed-clothes from her body, and even
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then only in a prone position. She was scared py
horrors all night, and reduced by increasing sickness
during the day. This sickness increased to such a

degree, that for two years she was extremely low

for want of food. A very small breakfast and tea

were near|y all she could tgke, and these 0n|y

through the operation ©f opiates to prevent the
vomiting. At the earnest desire of hir. G. and
her family, she repeatedly (four times) attempted
to take genﬂe exercise, but the pain‘ sinking, and
especially the vomiting that ensued, were such as
c|ear|y to shew that the cost was too great for any
advantage gained.

* From this period the patient was placed under
the iniiuence of iodide of jron, and this remedy

was continued for THREe veEArRs. The genera|
health improved, but the disease remained. In
January 1844, Mr. G. expressed his regret at being
compelled after so Jong = use of iodine, to give np
all hopes of its affecting the complaint, o ©f any-
thing beyond alleviation being henceforth practi-
cable. This gpinjon he again expressed in Apiil,
and also in June, 1844.

" About this period, the beginning of June 1344,
the peripd be it remembered of 1liss M.'s greatest
suffering, several friends wrote to her to gyggest =
trial of rnesmerism; and while her thoughts were
engaged o this subject, 10! Mr. Greenhow himself
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made his gppearance on the 520th of the same month
-= fact, by the bye, which he most carefully avoids
stating in his pamphlet. They conversed on the
subject ©f mesmerism, and he promised to bring
Mr. Spencer Hall, who vas then |ectyring at New-
castle. On the 22nd of June, Messrs. Greenhow

and S. Hall visited Miss M. At this interview such

phenomena were produced, that Mr. Hall's ‘dsit
vas repeated on the following day. ©n Monday,
the ‘24~th of June, Mr. H. was prevented from keep-
ing his appoimrm:’\ml and Miss M. had recourse to
passes Made by her own maid. Ve refer our
readers to her |etters, for the detail of the future
progress.

" Ve must here remark that our intelligent and
benevolent friend, Mr. Atkinson, from henceforward,
directed the course to be pyrsyed, and after a few
weeks, fortunately enlisted the gympathy of his
friend, Mrs. Montagu Vynyard, jun., vho imme-
diately proceeded to Miss M.'s residence. Miss M.
says, N pure zeal and benevolence this lady came
to me, and has been with me ever since. IlI/'hen |
found myself able to repose on the knowledge and
power (mental @and moral) ©f my mesmerist, the last
impediments t© my progress were cleared 55, and
! improved accordingly/ V€ really want words to
express o' admiration of this lady's benevolence.
Ve know from abundant experience the amount of
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labour, the fatigue and anxijety, which such a case
as Miss M.'s must have caused; and when we say
that this |ady travelled to a distant part of the
country, t© devote her health, her time, and her
energy, forthe purpose ©f mesmerising =~ individual
she did not know, but solely induenced by = desire
to alleviate human suffering, we are sure that we

shall be more discreet if we do not attempt the use

of Iaudatory language, but simply leave the act to
be judged ©fby those who are capable ofappreciating
what is so truly grand and benevolent. The lan-
guage ©f panegyric is offensive to the jntelligent

and good, and pr0|0nged allusion to this topic can-
not strengthen our admiration. We say to the

medical scoffers, and to Mr. Greenhow in particular

go and do likewisef

" As we have jyst said, the entire course pyrsued
by Mrs. Wynyard was indicated [y Mr. Atkinson.
He received notes describing the progress Mmade and
then g4ye directions accordingly, which were im-
plicitly followed.  On September 4th, just ten weeks
after the commencement of the mesineric treatment,
Mr. Gr. gays to his patient, I think we 15, ascribe
this beneficial change te the iodine." A conclusion
from which Miss M. yery properly dissented. In-
nocent and weak Mr. Grreenhow ! Your patient
had taken iodine of iron for three yq5.g Without the
least beneficial effect upon the disease,-on the
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22nd of June, 1844, you regretted that the remedy
had failed,-on the /i~th of Septemben 1844, after
the mesmeric treatment had been pursued for ten

weeks, and your iodine pills discontinued for four

weeks, you find your patient very nearly well, and
you disingenuously attribute the jmprovement to
the iodine piIIs! I We say that this is most disre~
putable conduct. If on the 22nd day of June,
1844, yourpatient had commenced the use of a
new mMedicine given by yourse”l and a like improve_

ment had been observed in the following September,

would yq, have attributed the change te the iodine
pills or to the new medicine? Ve are ashamed of
you. There is a, want of honesty here-there is a
glaring defalcation from the dictates of conscien-

tiousness-a low attempt to exalt your 'manifestly
useless remedy, and to make the public believe that
mesmerism was of no avail. “Ve much doubt
whether the doses g, exhibited were calculated to
have 4y other effect than that of a /gy, Weak tonic.
VVe think that there vas a lack of medical skill in
permitting a patient to continue such a medicine for
titree yoars and in such minute doses. 1T we wish
to attempt the removal of a tumour, we are in the
habit of exhibiting = mere energetic preparation
of iodine, and then increasing the dose till some
specific effectis pl'oduced. W€ fearlessly appeal
© your unprejudiced medical prethren, and ask

D
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them, if itis fair, honest, or just, to attribute the
improvement and ultimate restoration to perfect
health in this case, to the effect of a medicine which
had been taken for three o5 Without any result,
and which had been discontinued for _four weeks,
before yoy could positively say that there was im-
provement ?

"On this date (Dec. 6th) Miss M. gtates, that
there was no pain in her pack, that she had nights
of unbroken glegp, Walked several miles daily and
led a physy life Without fatigue, had gained flesh and
spirits, and believed herself in better health than at
any part of her previous life. In a letter to Dr.
Elliotson, dated Dec. 6th, 18414, she gays 'l am
quite well, feeling ~o traces of my long disease. |
never have the glightest or most transient pajn, and
my Strength seems inexhaustible ;'-in  fact, the
sufferer for five years was cured by mesmerism in
fiye months!

" With thijg, our deliberate opinion, we would
leave the subject, if we had not noticed the members
of our profession conducting the periodical litera-
ture, instead of rallying roimd a defenceless female
and protesting against the course adopted by Mr- G,
have caught athis yulgar production, and held it
as aifording proof, and most convincing proof, that
mesmerism had nothing te do with curing, what their

own high authority pronounced to be " an incurable
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clisease;' and that as regards tile long train of dis-
tressing symptoms we have enumerated, and which
their medicines could not glleviate, 'that the time
had arrived when a new und powerful stimulus only
was required, to enable the enthusiastic mind f the
patient to shake them of  We, however, predict
that in less than two years, the case of Miss M.
will be quoted by medical men to their patients as
affording = most convincing proof ©f the power of
Mesmerism over a disease considered hitherto most

intractable.-April, 18/15."

Hysterical Epilepsy, With Spinal Afecliozz.

" In December, 1839, | was requested by Mr. Hal-
lion, surgeon, of Warren Street, to see ayoung |ady’
named Spong, residing at 31, High-street, Camden
Town. She was sixteen years 0ld, and |ying on her
back upon @ machine, on account of a curvature of
her Spine’ and had severe ep||ept|c fits, with some
symptoms ©f Hysteria.

" She had gnjoyed good health till her thirteenth
year, When, in the gpring of 1836, she frequently
fainted, and had apain in the left gjde, and her
spine became curved. In November of the szune

year, the faintings changed te epileptic fits:  She
n 2
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was p|aced upon her hack on an apparatus, under
the care of Mr. Thornber. But the epileptic fits

were so violent that the cure was prevented, and
llr. Thornber wished to give up the case. She re-
required five people to hold her, and in spite of
them g||, would turn round on herface. Mr. Carter,
now Of Reading, and then Mr. Hallion, mesmerised
her twice a week for six months.

" I-ler its continued as frequent =s before, but
were less violent, se that she did not require hold-
ing, and was not exhausted, == previously, o com-
ing out of them. She fell asleep when mesmerised
for a quarter of an hour.

" 1| mesmerised her in December, 1839, and she
went to gleep the Hrst time. |1 spoke to her and
she answered me, and proved to be in the deeper
sleep-Waking, for she knew me and knew she was
asleep. I asked whether I should he able to cure
her: " Yes.' 1 enquired, when? ' In four nlonths.'

" Her attacks were numerous and in rapid sue-
cession When they came pon her. Qriginally they
came gyery Other day for six months; then once a
week, and for six months on a Tuesday, at the same
hour; then once a fortnight for the last two yegars,
She had taken medicine all gjong, butin vain. Her
face was always = swollen and red the next day

that she could not be seen.

" She predicted to me not 0n|y the period of their
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cessation, but the day and /tour of each attack. She
said the next would he on the Thursday, and the
mother could scarcely believe her senses when she
saw them come on that day. They returned about
once a fortnight, e~ re regular day =+ hour; but
always as size foretold to me in the mesmeric sleep-
waking. She opened her eyes at my bidding; but
no attempt at tractive or other experiments suve-
ceeded; and no other poyers were developed.

" I mesmerised her twice a week for a month;
and then 0n|y once a fortnight,-when the attack
was gxpected, during the attack, and after it was
over. Mr. Hallion glso, however, mesmerised her

always twice a week. She had nine fits gyery
attack, except the |ast, and then she had only one.
exactly as she had predicted.

h Trusting to her prediction, I discontinued the
meslnerism when the four months were expired,

and the disease has never returned.

" I received the following note from Mr. Hallion
at the peginning ©f this year:-

o My dear Sir,-| feel confident yo will derive
great pleasure N seeing =~ old patient of our's from
Camden Town, Miss Spong, who yqy may recollect
was perfectly cured of epilepsy by niesinerisin. Her
spinal complaint is now perfectly well also. 1 send
her to you mere|y to shew herself, as another proof
of the edicacy of an agent which llas been so much
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calumniated. | hope you are quite Well; and re-
main ever,

My dear Sir, yours faithfully,
"JOHN I-I. I-IALLION.'
644, Warren St., Fitzroy Sq.,
Feb. 14+th, 184-3.
"1 saw her to.day (Dec. 23) in perfect health,

I must bestow the same praise upon lIr. I-lallion
and Mr. Carter that 1 did upon Mr. Wiiite.

" She was always much gtronger after mesmeri-
sation; and When 1 did jt, she went to sleep sooner.
and was quijet in the flts, the convulsions working
0n|y and not moving any part of her from its situa-
tion. She lay on her back for the spinal complaint
ne onger than the following September.

" Her gratitude, like that of nearly all the patients
who have been cured, knows no bounds."

Epilepsy.

" A friend in Upper Harley Street requested me
to see the nephew of her housekeeper, as he was
was troubled with fits; and the ygyth, VVilliam

Hodges, aged 19, = tailor, of 10, South Molton-
street, came to me May ]_gth' 1841.
" Three months previously he fell ypon his left
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side on the jce, and, though his head was not struck,
it was so shaken that he does not know how he got

home, remembering nothing between the fall and
his finding himself at home. As soon as he found
himself at home, he had repeated fits, decidedly

epileptic, = that many men could gcgreely restrain
him; and in four hours he was pled, and had no

more its for a day or two. But afterwards the least
noise startled him, and caused a fjt, even the sud-
den cough ©f a child.  They were very frequent,
and each left him weak for an hour.

© That I might judge ©f their present frequency,

I enquired how many had occtured this month, and
found that there had been one on the Qnd, the Sth,
the |4<th, and two on the 15th. 1 requested Blr.
Wood to mesmerise him for me, and he was mesme-
rised for halfan hour dajly, except on Sznzdays.

" He had no fit for a fortnight after mesme-
rism was pegun, He then was frightened by = per-
son behind him saying he would be nm gyer; felt
ill,-' felt the fits in hiIn' but had no lit till even-
ing, when, going up stairs in the dark, = catjumped
out and he vas instantly seized with a paroxysni.
It was yery severe-stronger @2"d |onger than usual,
and he tried to bite in jt, felt ill and stupid all
all pjght, and did not gleep,

" He had no lit again till tile second Sznzday after
this; and had another o1 the following Sunday. As
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they probably occurred from the omission of mes-
merism on Sundays, he was afterwards mesmerised
every day till the middle of Aygust, and he has
never had a return to this hour, though very often
frightened enough te occasion them, had any predis-
position been |eft, He got married in August, 1842,
and I saw him in good health to-day (Dec. 24th).
" The only sensible effect was an occasional drow-
siness during the process, and invariably after it.
Mr. Symes mesmerised him for Mr. "food during
a fortnight in the middle of the time, and he felt

always very much more drowsy when Mr. Symes
mesmerised him."

Epileptic Hysteria, With | oc/cjaw and Contraction
of ere Leg.

" Maria pegrsey, twenty-five years old, = stout
and strong-looking person, was admitted under 5,y
care into University College Hospital, Jure 25th,
1838, on account of very frequent and violent fits,
of an gpileptic and hysterical character.  They oe-
curred da“y’ and often, many times in the day:
seized her gyddenly, and produced perfect insensi-
bility, and very Vviolent convulsions, s=e that many
could gcarcely restrain her.
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" Her right leg was firmly bent yp nearly to the
body, and no force could bring it dovn. IIerjaW
was firm|y locked; and we observed thatfgyr of her
front teeth had been drawn, and, as we |[eamt,for the
purpose Ofpassing fooz| into her mouth and prerent-
ing her from being starvecl.

"This lamentable disease had begun nine years
before, when she was sixteen years of age; up t©

which time she had enjoyed perfect health. She

vas then frightened by = young gentleman in the

house where she was servant, jumping suddenly up
before her, covered with a gheet, while slle was

opening the cellar door. She fell jnsensible, and
remained so for three days; and from that time had
very Violent fits, at first pyrely hysterical, but at
length more of an epileptic character.

" Not gply had private practitioners failed to be
of any service to her, but slle had been in vain, four
months in St George's Hospital; four mont/zs in
St. Thomas's Hospital; four months in Gpy's Hos-
pital; and ten months in the pyV-StiHI1 H§$pitei|,
where lIr. Guthrie gave her a very |arge gzzantity
of mercury and salivatecl her severely, and where
Mr. WIliite was anxious to cut of her hent-up leg.

" 1 determined to trust the (CZILICLLZ gntirely t©
mesnlerism, and requested one Of my clinical clerks
to make longitudinal passes before her face for halt

an hour dgjly, In less than a fortnfglzt hor jaw
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began t© open; it opened now daily, and er July 12,
rather more than afortnight, it opened widely.

"1 have had two similar cases of |ock-jaw of
some continuance, iN young Women, since I cul-
tivated mesmerism; and in ‘both | succeeded
perfectly. Had mesmerism been employed by
those who treated her previously, the poor girl
might have still been in pOSSGSSiOﬂ of her upper
and lower front teeth. Not 0n|y‘ however, had the
jaw opened Widely enough on the 25th, for her to
eat her dinner like the other patients, but her leg
hull relaxed so much that the toes touched the ground.
Still she had no power t© move it, and it was in
some (egree contracted.

: July 28th.  Her |gg came quite down in the
night. The its gradually lessened, and she went
out well in October ; and never had a return of any
of her congalaints.

" Here was another exquisite case: inexpensive,
for she had 0n|y aperient medicine when reqUiSite,
and tending to elevate the repytation ©f the hospi-
tal, where she was easily and permanently cured,
after the failure of St. Greorge's, St. 'I'holnas's,
Gruy's, and the Westrmlister, through two years ©f
ample opportunity. But this ¢55y and jnexpensive
mode of cure was forbidden, and is now unknown
in that p|ace_
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" No other sensible eflbct was induced but drow-
siness, and sometimes a little gleep,

" If the passes were made quickly, she was dis-
tressed, and a fit brought on.

" Being very nerveus and having suffered much,
she was agitated and rendered hysterical and con-
vulsed by any roughness of pehaviour; to which 1
regret she was often exposed.

" As the leg came down, splints and rollers were
applied, to secure the ground gained; and, in one
of the other cases of Iock-jaw to which | have
alluded, ! put @ cork between the teeth as the jaw
Opened more and more, for the same purpose."

Case o St. Vitus's Dance o nine years d11I'(ZffOI1.

Dr. Elliotson mentions the case ofa patient whom
he found |abouring Under a very severe form of St.
Vitus's dance of nine yeqrg duration.  Dr. Marshall
Hall prescribed “mustard cataplasms t the spizze,
capping on the back of the nec/c EVERY FIFTH DAY,
and mercury to such an eactcizt that not one sound loolh
is |eft in the patienfs head.” He treated the case for
tiLree months, and wished to continue his plan for a
twelvemont/z.  The friends, however, interfered, and
Sir Benjamin Brodie was consulted, ~ who con-
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ziemnecl the treatment in the most unqua"ﬁed man-
ner, declined to prescribe medicines, or to see the
patient again, and stated that nothing more could
be done than to endeavour, by every means, t©
strengthen the debilitated frame.”  Dr. Hall, how-
ever, wrote a |etter, still in the possession of the
family, maintaining his opinion, and treating Sir
Benjamin Brodie’s opinion most contemptuously.
On being consulted, Dr. Elliotson advised that, "as
mesmerism had been begun, it should be continued
rather than the case be ghandoned; though he en-
treated them not to be disappointed, if e good re-
sulted.” And he adds, = For the last four months,
mesmerism has been dajly persevered With; and the
gradual but steady improvement " the strength, the
sleep, and looks of the patient, and the decline of
the disease, astonishes gyery one. Now that Dr.
Hall has learned the jmprovement by mesmerism,
he says that he all glong (while cupping every five
days, and giving mercury freely, and proposing t©
do all this for twelve monthsl) suspected, and is

now (mesmerism having done great good) perfectly
certain that the case was feignezl! I should like to

observe his countenance when he says SO."

In the Zoist for jyly 1843, Dr. Elliotson give
reports Of cures of the same complaint in the practice
of Dr. Simpson ©of York, Mr. Prideaux of South-
ampton, @nd in other cases of his own. The case of
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Master Linncll of Northampton, nine years of age,
had baffled a great number of medical men, when
at |ength application was made to Dr. lilliotson.

" On January flth, 184~3," says the Doctor, ~ he
was prought in a coach to me, and obliged to be
carried into the house. Supported by his mother,
hc walked with great dihiculty from my dining-
room iNto my library.

" His debility was such, that he could not stand
a moment unsupported; his head hung on one sjde;
his tongue °out of his mouth, which Constanﬂy slob-
bered; his look was quite fatuitous; he could not
articulate, making only inarticulate noises, and these
with extreme dlﬂlCUIty even 'Yes' and 'N O' were
said in thc strangest manner, se as hard|y to be 1ui-
derstood. He often fell into a passion at not being
able to grticulate; he ground his teeth and sighed
greatly, continually Plew bubbles of saliva from his
mouth, and moved his tongue. The movements of
the disease had |essened, se as not to be in propor-
tion to his extreme muscular debility. He could
use neither hand for 5ny purpose, and scarcely ever
raised the right. He was |ow-spirited and fretful,
and often cried almost without cause.

"His tongue was clean and moijst, his appetite
good, and his bowels i1l the most healthy condition;
his pu|se was 74.

" He cried gadly at being brought to me, thinking
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that 1 should give him loads of physic to swallow,
and blister hjm, as others had done.

" 1 mesmerised him by vertical passes before his
face for half an hour. He sat well supported in an
easy chair, his head on his preast; but he sat so
quieﬂy in Comparison with his usual gtate, that his
mother noticed it. He was mesrnerised da”y for the
same time in the same way."

Dr. Elliotson proceeds to narrate the progress of
the cure until the 15th of February, When the pa-
tient was mesmerised for the last time-and thus
concludes-

: Nothing could be more decisive of the power ©Of
mesmerism than this case. The disease was getting
worse and worse at the time | pegan, An effect
was Visible in a few days; the benefit steadily in-
creased-and from heing = slobbering, idiot-looking
child, his head hanging on ere side, unable to speak
or stand ynsupported, in three weeks he could stand
easily, and Walk five miles. Not a particle of me-
dicine was given after the first day,

" The true gratitude of the phoy and his mother
was delightful. But ,,, medical reward \yas, that
the syrgeon Who attended him, and Whose ,gry name
I had never before heard of, gave way t© such bad

feeling == publicly te attack me, by reiterating =

silly and jgnorant string of sentences from a yery
dull and feeble medical periodical, but took care
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to omit all mention of the case wWhich lcd to his

hostility."

The work of Mr. Braid, entitled Neurgpzzology,
contains accounts of a greagt Number of highly in-
teresting cases-  The phenomena induced py this
mode of producing sleep, and that of the Mesme-
risers, Mr. Braid, for a considerable time, conceived
to be jdentical, and he still believes " the condition
of the nervous system induced py both modes to be
at least analagous;" but he has latterly been led to
think that the agencies are distinct, because the
Mesinerisers assert that they can produce certain
effects which he has never been able to accomplish
by 1lis mode. PehapS’ therefore, medical gentle-
men who had formed a determined resolution to
have nothing to do with Mesmerism, maybe tempted
to bestow a few minutes consideration ypon the
merits of Neurypnology. They will meet in Mr.
Braid's volume with none of the ugly words which
used to form such stumbling-blocks 111 their path.
The name of py1{—|Slll—|]$i§éjJeued’ but then they
have Hypnotism’ which means nervous S|eep. In~
stead of to mesmerise, they have to hypnotisc, which
means to illduce vzervous glegp; and instead of mes-
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Inerised they have hypnotised‘ meaning one wvho
has been put into the state of nervous sleep. These

changes Will, vwe hope, please our medical friends,
and induce them to turn a favourable eye t© the

cases Which I[r. Braid has laid before them.

Hypnotism has been gpplied by hir- Braid to
numerous diseases, and Seeming|y with great sve-
cess. He has tested its efficacy in cases Where the
senses Of hearing, sight, and smell were affected.
In pbydC-dO10] spinhleomplaints, paralysis, rheu-
maijsm both chronic and gcute, nervous head-ache,
ep”epsy‘ and several other (iseases, he has also
found it highly benencial. ~ Several cases of gp55
modic affection are referred to as alfording " strong
grounds t© hope that tetanus, hydrophobia, and
other analagous affections, may be arrested and
cured py this ggency.” Ve extract the following

account Of a

Case of Tetanus, or severe Spasrnodic Afection.

" Master J. B, thirteen yegrg 0f gge was suddenly
attacked with chilliness and pain all over his body, on
the evening of the 30th of last March. | was called
w attend him the following day, when | considered
he had ot a febrile attack from cold, and prescribed

according|y. Next dayY however, it had assumed a
very different ggpect, | now found I had got a
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severe case Of opisthotonos* to deal with. The
head and pelvis were rigd|y drawn pack, the body
fomiing an grch, and the greatest force could not
succeed in straightening it, °r bringing the head
forward. Vhilst the spasm never relaxed entirely,
it frequently became much aggravated, when, the

head was so much drawn back as to seriously im-
pede respiration. The legs were also sometimes
flexed spasmodically. The effect of the spasm in
obstructing the respiration, 2nd hurrying the circu-
lation, was very great, and seemed to p|ace the
patient in great jeopardy. The pulse was never
less than 150, but during the paroxysm was consi-
derably increased. It was evident | had got 2 most
formidable case to contend with, and that no time
ought to be lost. 1 therefore determined to try the
power ©f hypnotism, well knowing how generally
such cases end fatally under grdinary treatment.
He was quite sensible, and the only diiiiculty in
getting him to comply with py instructions  arose
from the recurrence of the severe gpasmodic attacks.
111 a very few minutes, however, | succeeded in re-
ducing the spasm, se tilat his head could be carried
forward to the perpendicular, s breathing was re-
lieved, his pulse considerably diminished, and I left

" The state when the muscles of the back are most a§'ected,
rendering the body sometimes as stiS'as a board.
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him in a state of comparative comfort. In about
two and a half hours after I visited him again’ ac-
companied by my friend Dr. Cochrane. The gpagms
had recu.rred, but by no means With the same vio-
lence. Dr. Cochrane had no diliiculty iN recog-
nising the disease; but did not believe any means

could save such a case. He had never seen a

pa-
tient hypnotised till that afternoon, and Watched py,y,
experiment with much interest and attention. I-le

seemed much and agreeabiy Surprised by the extra-

ordinary iniluence which an 4gency so apparently
simple exerted over SUCh a case. The pupil was

speedily dilated, as if under the infiuence of bella-
donna; the muscular spasm relaxed, and in a few
minutes he was calmly asleep. Having ordered
three calomel powders to be given at intervals, we
left him comfortably asleep. Next day there was
still spasm of the muscles, but byno means so severe.
Wililst I determined to follow , the hypnotic treat-
ment, Which had been so far syccessful, | considered
it would be highly imprudent to trustwholly te that,
in the treatment of such a case. As | consider such
cases are generally attended with inflammation of
the medulla gplongata, and upper part ©f the spinal
cord, | bled him, and ordered the calomel to be
continued. The same pian was persevered in, hyp_
notising him occasionally for seme days, administer-
ing caloniel till the g, ms were slightly affected, cold
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lotion to the head, and the gntiphlogistic regimen,
till 1 considered all risk of inflammatory action past,

when he was treated more generously‘ and | am
gratified t© say he is now quite well."

In conclusion, Mr. Braid remarks-" | feel quite
confident that without the aid of hypnotism, this
patient would have died. | sincerely wish it may
prove equally successful in other cases Of the kind,
and also in that hitherto fatal disease hydrophobia.
My anxiety to see it fairly tried in the latter disease,
induces me to offer gratuitous services in gny
case Of that disease occurring within a few hours'
journey of Manchester."

Another case of Spasmodic Aifection-that of
Miss Collins of Newark-which led Mr. Braid to
think that his mode of treatment might prove sue-
cessful as in tlle case jUSt quoted, is tllus recorded
by the father of the patient:-

"My daughter, Sixteen years Of age, Nad been
aHlicted for six months with a I’igid contraction of

the muscles on the left side of the neck to so great =
degree, that it would have been impossible to insert
an ordinary card between the ear and shoulders, seo
close was their contact; and consequently she was
rap|d|y becoming py111£11.101'118helhad had the best
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advice to be procured in the country, and I had
taken her to London with a written statement of the
treatment previously employed, @nd had the gpinjon
of Sir Benjamin Brodie, who approved of what had
been done, but gave ne hope of speedy relief.

"IN consequence ©f seeing = report Of = lecture
given en the gybject by Mr. Braid, surgeon, St
Peter's Square, Manchester, and a letter written to
that gentlemen by Mr- Mayo ©f London, I went
with her, by the advice of Dr. Chawner, who, in-
deed, accompanied us, and placed her under the care
of Mr. Braid, on Thursday evening, the 24th March
last, (184-2.) IN less than a minute after that gen-
tleman pegan to HX her attention she was in a
mesmeric (neurohypnotic) slumber, and in another
minute was partially cataleptic. ''r- Braid, then,
without awaking her, and consequently Without
giving her any pain, placed her head ypright, which
1 firmly believe could not, by any possibility, have
been done ive minutes pefore, Without disruption
of the muscles, or the inH_iction of some serioms
injury; and, 1 am thankful to say, it not 0n|y con-
tinues straight, but she has the perfect control over
the muscles of the neck. A nervous motion of the
head, to which she had been subject after her retLu'n

from Manchester’ has entire]y ceased, and she is at

present in excellent health. It is necessary to re-

mark, that at Dr. Chavner's recommendation she
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was frequently watched while as|eepy but not thc
slightest relaxation was observed in the contracted
muscles.

"Many respectable friends can bear testimony
to the statements here made.

(Signed) " JAMES COLLINS.
" Newark, llith May, 184'2."

Mr. Braid subsequently adds :-"" A.fter the |apse
ofa year, Mr. Collins was so kind as to write to in-
form me his daughter continued in perfect health,
with complete control over the muscles of the
neck."

hir. Braid gives reports ©f cases, amounting t°
between gjxty and seventy, in the various branches
of disease which we have enumerated, and which
we hope the Profession will have the candour to
receive, in the manner they merit, as coming from an
intelligent member of their own profession. It is
really time that tile disgraceful, and, il some in-

stances, unprincipled opposition, offered py medical
men to niesmerism should cease. Vhat, for ex-

ample, is to be said regarding such conduct as the
following =~
I consider it necessary," says Mr. Braid, in his

preface, "to explain that my reason for having
inserted some cases attested py the patients. and
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otheis, is, that most unwarrantable interferences
have been resorted to by several medical men, iN
order to misrepresent seme of them. INn one in-
stance, iN order to obtain an attested erroneous do-
cument, thé case was REaD to the patient, and
others present' THE YERY REVERSE or wHA'l' was
wriTTEX. However extraordinary such conduct
may appear, the fact of its cccurrence was publicly
pI’OVEd and borne testimony to by the patient and
other parties Present o the occasion when the docu-
ment -uvas Obtained."

Strange as such conduct may appear, yet it is
not uncommon. Every experienced Mesmeric
practitioner could bring forward many various il-
lustrations; thus some, as soon as mesmerism is
proposed o commenced, take every opportunity ©f
trying t© weaken the faith of the patient, though
no more conudence is really required, than what the
ordinary attendant knows is pnecessary for any thing
he may himself prescribe; others, willridicule the
idea of any agency whatever, but should the least
thing uniavourable oceur during the treatment,
then they change about, and unwittingly ascribe
the accidental occurrences to the jpjurious effects
of a power which they had previous|y denied.
Common prydence, if no higher motive, should
point out to medical men, that in all such in-
stances they must sooner or later forfeit the good
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opinion and confidence of their patients and the
family.
Surely it is for tlle honour of the profession that

such atrocious proceedings should be yniversally
scoutcd, and that the vilest of calumnies should no

longer be propagated in order to damage the cause
of mesmerism.

SURGICAL OPERATIONS,
WITHOUT PAIN.

IT was my intention, had gpace allowed, to have
given insertion to mgpy Other cases treated by
difl'erent medical genﬂemen; however, the somces
of this information are open in so accessible a form,
by the publication of the Zoist, that I shall now
conclude the selection with a few, intended ehieiiy
to shew the efficacy ©f Mesinerism, in Surgical
Operations without pain_ A|ready these cases are

very nunierous, a_nd even if niesmerisni never ac-

complished any thing more, this alone would en-
title it to the kindly consideration of every well
wisher to our Species' How many Op6ratI0ﬂS have

been postponed until too late, N consequence ©f
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the dreaded pajn! and how many actually operated
upon, have sunk from the consequent irritation,
produced by pain and fear? Should this little work
fall under the gy Of 55y Governors of Hospitals,
and other Charities, it is sincerely to be hoped,
that they will at once see the propriety of allowing
mesmerism a fair trial. They may be opposed most
probab|y by the medical oflicers; butitis now time,
that the jndependent Governors should think and
act for themselves, on matters in which all are so
deep|y interested, and in which every one who
takes the trouble, ean form a competent opinion.

Independent of Surgical operations Without pain,
there are also pgpy other alfections which can be

relieved, and oftentimes cured, by mesmerism. In
every Hospital there should be a l/lesmeric \Ward,
and then we should not End about our streets so
many distressed gbjects, suffering Irom fits and

other Comp|aim:s’ which have been discharged as
incurable. | have seen several of these cases, here

and elsewhere, and I do not hesitate to affirm, that
mesmerism would succeed in curing many. 1y re-
gret is, from want of time, and the pecessary accom-
modation Which those cases require’ that I arn pre-
vented undertaking but a very limited number,
though ! should be happy, iN any way, to give my
services in the Carrying out of these recommen-
dations.
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Case of Ampufation ofthe Thigh wil/:out Pain.
On the 22d of November, 1842, the Roya| Medi-

caland Chirurgical Society of London were presented
with an " account Of a case Of successful amputation

of the thigh, during the mesmeric state, Without the
knowledge ©fthe patient,” in the District Hogpital
of Vellow, Nottinghamshire. The mesmeriser was
V. Topham, Esq., Barrister of the Middle Temple;
the gperator, V- Squire Vard, Esq., surgeon, ©f
“fellow Hall. The patient was a |gbourer, six feet
high, and forty-two years ©f age, named James
Vombell. The details appeared iN many of the
journals at the time, and itis therefore ,nnecessary
to repeat them. Those who are desirous of further
information may consult a pamphlet by Dr. Elliotson,
entitted © Numerous Cases of Surgical Operations,
Without Pajn, in the Mesmeric State.”

As ysual, a report was soon circulated, that this
poor man had confessed he had been deceiving all
present, and had reg|ly suffered great pain; this,
however, was fIatIy contradicted by the attestation
of the poor man himself, signed N the presence of
a clergyman and Mr. Vfard.

AllI7plifilfiolz of the Leg above fhe knee.
Two operations have within a few months been
performed at Leicester during the mesmeric gtate:;
the last case, that of Mary ANnn |_akin, has excited

E
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much interest. She had been gyffering from exten-
sive disease of the knee-joint, which became so
alarming == te render gmputation necessary, even to
prolong her existence. The operation was per-
formed by 1. Tosswell, surgeon; the mesmeriser
was ILr. J. Collins. An eye—Witness afhrms, that
" she remained during the operation almost motion-
less, so that there was no occasion to support her
on the table, as is usual on these occasions." On
being put t© bed and demesmerised, she was asked
what she had felt? She gajd, ~ she had been dream-
ing that a person had tied something tightly round
her .sound |eg, and that she felt 5gy, and gaye him
a kick to make him desist.” Her features did not
change hom the calmness Erst noted; and the Wit-
ness, 2 surgeon, concludes phy sg -, that ~ he be-
lieves and feels gssured, that the girl by mesmerism,
has evaded the horrors of the operation."

A report here also, was raised py some medical
men, thatthe 50 gir| was an jmpostor.  She was
ably vindicated by the Editor of the " Leicester
Chronicle,” who had witnessed the case throughout,
and who concludes an interesting article by saying,
" If gny confirmation were wanting to the beneficial
operation of mesmerism in the case of Blary Ann
Lakin, we could add our own humble testimony to
it; and we would also prpjfer our full conviction of

the honesty of the whole proceedings.”



79

Extraction gf Teeth.

Mr. Gardiner of Portsmouth, in a communication
to the Hampshire Telegraph, dated the 9th of De-
cember |S4-|, gives the case Of a young |ady who
had a couple of teeth extracted while in the mes-
meric sleep. He gays, " Sir. Martin (a dentist of the
town) seized the tooth (3 molar orjaw tooth) with
the forceps,-purposely prolonged the wrench, (as
agreed upon by Dr- Engledue, prior to his visit, in
order to test thoroughly the insensibility of the
patient,) and drew forth the tooth. )'ot apang °"
1-_ymp.om Of su_fering.' In a short time | restored
the patient to her natural state, in the usual manner.
Upon being (old that the tooth had been extracted,
she exclaimed, 'Did 1 feel itl'-a singular greeting
to a denists ears! llr. llartin then proceeded t°
eziamint her mouth, and suggested the removal of
another tooth.  The patient laughingly consented,
and sat again. In one minute and a half 1 again
entrrmced her, and she pecame, ©f course, insensible
as before.  The tooth pejng in an advanced stage Of
decay' “wv crushed under the jnstrument, and the
rexnntnts were, With much trouble extracted. Dur-
ing the whole of this trying operation net a groan
er coinrlaint escaped the patient.”

Mr. Prideaux, = surgeon ©f Southampton, in =
letter addre§ed to Dr. E|liotson, describes the case

of a patient who had a great number of decayed
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teeth and stumps, from which she suffered severely,
but who still could not summon resolution to un-
dergo their extraction. WiIiile in the mesmeric
sleep, and at various sittings, Mr- Prideaux ex-
tracted, i.n all, from the mouth of this patient,
eleven teeth and eleven stumps, the last being re-
moved preparatory te her being supplied with a set
of artiiicial teeth. During the sitting at which two
of the most troublesome teeth were extracted, Mr.
Prideaux gays =~ The patient sat with the hands
quetIy folded in the |ap_the countenance was
placid and gerene, and the Whole attitude that of
repose." The other sittings were attended with
equally satisfactory results.

Mr. Prideaux mentions several other cases, and
he states, regarding one ©f these,-"A iifth patient,
on whom I have operated during the mesmeric
state, is a young |ady who required to have several
of her molares geparated With = file, on account of
the commencement of decayY and one Stopped_ 1
found her a most troublesome and restless patient,
in her natural state, shrinking when the cayity of
her tooth was touched, and complaining greatly of

the unp|easantness of the sensation of f|||ng 1
succeeded in entrancing her at the first trial, in

about five minutes, and, in this state, she allowed
me to gperate for two hours with the most passjve

indifference, assuring me she felt nothing, except
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a slight sensation of heat, when thc file was used

rapidly and continuously for sometime together."

llr. Carstairs of Sheflield, besides extracting
teeth, in the " case of a lad about twelve ygqrg Of
age, opened a |arge abscess behind the egy, inserted
a dossil of |int, and dressed the wound, without the
patient being sensible of pain." Vith like gyccess,
he has ” cuta large wart from the back of a females
hand;" and, in another case, inserted a seton, with-
out the glightest pain.

Dr. Ashburner of the Middlesex Hospital, with
several pypils, witnessed the extraction of two teeth
from Jane Knowles, and 8 molar teeth from another
patient. The nurse of the ward sgjd, that it was nearly
two hours before the last patient could be convinced
that she had lost her teeth while she was gsleepf*

Division of Tendons at the bac/c of 1/ze Kneejoinl.

Dr. Engledue ©f Southsea, gives the following case
in a letter to Dr. Elliotson, dated Dec. |st, 184-21-

~ The Times of the 24-th of March |ast, contains the following
well attested case Of the extraction ofa tooth, without pain, during
the mesmeric sleep; it bears date March 19th, 1S»5 = —

“Ve, the undersigned members and visitors of the Mesmeric
Society, witnessed the extraction of a tooth from the mouth of Anne
Wakeland, by Mr. Pin-land, surgeon dentist, 59, Mortimer Street,
Cavendish Square, she peing in a mesmeric trance produced by
Mr. V. J. Vernon; and we hereby certify and believe, that the
patient did not exhibit or feel pain."

[Here follow the signatures ©f nearly 20 respectable indi'idnals.]
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"Miss K., aet. 17 had suH'ered for two years
from a yariety ©f symptoms, the result of spinal
irritation. The right knee was slightly contracted
from the commencement of her jllness, but, for
twelve months preceding the operation, the con-
traction was so complete, that itwas quite impossible
to separate the heel from the back part ofthe thigh.

" For nearly three months she was regularly
mesmel'ised by Mr. Gardiner; all the symptoms
were yery much relieved, and some altogether re-
moved, by this treatment. The knee-joint, how-
ever, continued Hymly contracted. |1 shall not
now enter iNto a description of the reasons which
prompted ™= to perform the operation of division
of the tendons at the back of the knee-joint; my
only object IS to report that the gperation was
performed during the mesmeric trance, and without
any manifestation offeeling. Somehours after the
operation, the patient was demesmerised; there was
no expression Oflastonishment, and no remark made,
till some gpots ©f blood on the sheet of the bed
attracted her attention.  The proceedings were then
explained to her, and the effect can be more easily
imagined than described.”

Removal of diseased Bone frgm the Jaw.

Dr. Charlton, assistant-surgeon, Royal Marines,
in a statement, dated Melville Hospital, Chatham,
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June Oth, 1842, wherein he g5yg that he had pre-
viously disbelieved mesmerism, gives the case of
Mrs. Gregory, nurscrywoman t© Mrs. Valiant, the
lady of Captain Valiant, pj4<Uth]{-gillThe pH-.
tient, D1'. Charlton states, who had been ~ for a long
time suffering from decayed teeth, which caused
much constitutional jrritation, appiied to me eariy
in May, complaining ©f headache, and pain in the
upper jaw Of the most excruciating kind.  On ex-
amination, the gyms were found ylcerated, the
alveolar prgcesses carious on the right side, and
presenting numerous spicula ©f bone projecting
through the gums, which were exquisitely painful
on the slightest pressure With the finger.  Filing
off the spicula of bone was advised, and consented
to. The performance ©f the gperation having been
proposed While she was under the iniiuence of
mesmeric sleep, was undertaken on the 25th of
May, in the presence Of Sir Thomas Villshire and
Captain Valiantof this garrison.  Sleep was speedily

induced by Sir Thomas, and she was pronoimced
in a fit state to bear tlle operation in half an hour.
" An incision was made on both sides of the
alveolar processes, extending from the incisor to the
molar teeth, dividing the gyms, Which were turned
back so as to expose the diseased bone. The spicula,
being considered the principal source of gnnoyance,
were filed off smooth with the jaw, the gunis ap-
proximated’ and creosote app"ed to the carious
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points. The filing occupied fully five minutes.
The patient, however, t© my great astonishment,
evinced not the glightest feeling from the operation,
and continued undisturbed in the enjoyment of
profound sleep for ene hour, at the expiration ©f
which time she was awoke by Sir Thomas, ap-
pearing as if aroused from a dream. Some minutes
elapsed before perfect consciousness became re-
stored, when she expressed herself ihcredulous that

any operation had been performed on her jaw, be-
ing quite free from all pain."

Angautation of the Breast.

The case of the lady Whose breast was amputated
for cancer, While in the mesmeric sleep, by M.
Jules Cloquet, is recorded in the report of the
second French Commission, and has been frequently
republished in this country. Attempts have of late
been made to call the truth of the narrative in
question,* but they have merely brought disgrace
upon the journals Which gave currency to the im-
founded statements. AN analogous case, reported
by the Doctors Hamard and Qudet, was noticed
about the year 1837, in the "Journal de Medécine

et de Chirurgie."

A report was spread that the patient died in an hospital, and
confessed that she had deceived. This M. Colquet avers is alto-
gether untrue 3 the patient, who was the wife of a wealthy person,
never having been in an hospital, or made gny such confession.
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PHRENO-MESMERISM, SOMNAMBULISM, ANID
CLAIRVOYANCE.

It was not my intention to have referred to these interesting
topics; but I find them so intimately connected with the present
subject, that a few remarks may prove acceptable to my readers.
Phreno-Mesmerism, and the still higher condition, Clairvoynnce,
present themselves in some form or other during the mesmerie
treatment Of many patients; indeed, those who have been much
engaged in enquiries Of this nature, must have seen so many N~
stances of these higher manifestations, as to place beyond 2!l doubt
the actual conditions. Phreno-Mesmerism appears t© be the rc-
sult, of certain portions of the brain peing excited during the mes-
meric  state, and shewiug manifestations  corresponding t© the
phrenological organs. Similar results have occurred in number-
Iess individuals; in some, Vho have been perfectly ignorant of
phrenology, and in others, who were not aware of the experi-
ments peing made, and the manifestations exhibited have been so
far superior t© any thing that could be simulated in the natural
state, that to deny the existence of the phenomena s t© doubt the
evidence of our own senses; N truth, supposing it were collusion,
the jmposition would be far more surprising than the reality. To
Mesmerisers they are common results; to those who have 0n|y
seen an oOccasional case or two, they are staggering; and to those
who havc not witnessed anything, they are considered too \'onder—
ful to be true. On this subject, Mr. Chevenix says-

" Wonderful, indeed, it may appear, but what makes gnything
wonderful to ys, if not our jgnorance? N my recollection they
have wondered at hydrogen and oxygen, ata dead frog jumping
betveen tvo plates of metal, at gas-lights and steam-boats, and
‘now they wonder at any one who wonders at these familiar things_
Everything in creation is wonderful or nothing is so, but the last
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known truth always appears the most miraculous to unreiiecting
minds. Since the world began, men have been wondering at every~
thing, till habit tamed their minds pon it."

"In receiving facts upon testimony," Dr. Abercrombie, in his
Work on the Intellectual powers, says, “that although it should
lead us to examine carefully the evidence ypon Which we receive
facts, ve should beware of gllowing it to engender scepticism. For
‘while an unbounded credulity i the part of a weak mind which
never thinks or reasons at g|l, an unlimited scepticism is the part
of a contracted mind which reasons ypon imperfect data, or makes
its ow: knowledge and extent of observation the standard and test
of probability. AN ignorant peasant may reject the testimony ©f =
philosopher in regard to the size of the moon, because he thinks he
has the evidence of his senses that itis only = foot in diameter;
and a person holding = respectable rank in society is said to have
received with contempt the doctrine of the revolution of the earth
on its axis, because he was perfectly satisfied that his house was
never known to turn with its ii-ont to the north. When the King
of Siam was told by a Dutch traveller, that in Holland at certain
seasons Of the year water becomes so solid that an glephant might
walk over jt, he replied, ! have believed many extraordinary
things which you have told e, because I took ygy for o man of
truth and veracity, but new I am convinced that yq, lie’ Had
the King of Siam once seen Wafer in a frozen state, he would not
only have been put right in regard to this fact, but his confidence
would have been shaken in his own experience as the test of 5o
bability in other things, and he would have been more disposed for
the farther rgception ©f truth ypon the evidence oftestimony."

! snbjoin the following well attested cases, verified py many
respectable witnesses:-

[From the Times newspaper of Tuesday, June 25, 1544<]

" SUMNAMBULISM AND CLAIRVOYANCE -A\ young gentleman,
known as Alexis the Somnambulist, has just arrived from Paris
under the care of M. Marcillet, and was exhibited yesterday, for the
first time (we be"eve) in London, at the residence of DI. Elliotson.
Alexis has for some period excited much interest in Paris by the
wonderful powers ofclairuayanee which he manifests whilstin a state
of magnetic sleep. Through the kindness of Dr. Elliotson, = |arge
n_1irber of |adies, and scientific and distinguished persons, had an
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opportunity yesterday ©f witnesshig M- Marcillet's experiments. It
is but jyst to Dr. Elliotson to observe, that previously to the com-
mencement ofthe experiments,he stated that he did not hold himself
at all responsible for what M. Marcillet had advanced. Knowing
M. Marcillet to be a gentleman of undoubted respectability, Dr-
Elliotson permitted him to hold his tirst levee in Conduit-street,
taking m° part whatever in the proceedings. Without admitting
that we have become believers in the possibility of producing such
a condition as that known by the name of clairvoynnce, we must
nevertheless honesﬂy confess that we have been much staggered by
what we saw after M. Marcillet had thrown his patient into the
magnetic state, and exhibited the tetanic spagm or rigidity of the
muscles of the amxs and legs which usually accompanies this con-
dition of the nervous gystem. Preparatory to the phenomena of
clairvoyafzce being shewn, the patient's eyes were pandaged. \'e©
pledge ourselves that we did this effectually. TO see, in the ordi-
nary sense of the word, = ray ©f [ight was physically impossible.
Two large pieces of wool were placed over each gye and above this
were bound with great care two linen handkerchiefs folded several
times. Thus plindfolded, he was p|aced at a table and commenced
playing ecarté with a gtrange gentleman in the room. It yas, iN-
deed, wonderful to see with what accuracy he p|ayed' not 0n|y
knowing every suit he had in his own hands, but, by = species of
divination, being able to detect the condition of his opponent's hand.
Several persons played With him, and gmong others Mr. Jerdan,
who, however, was fortunate enough to beat the Somnambulist.. To
exhibit the yoyth's  extraordinary powers, = large Pook of pjates,
near|y two inches in thickness, was p|aced between Alexis and Ilis
opponent, and, notwithstanding this physical impediment, the Som-
nambulist was able to tell the pergon With whom he was playing
the cards he held in his hand. It may be said therewas collusion.
We know such was not the case. Alexis then had a letter placed
in his hands by Colonel Gurwood, with the view of ascertaining
whether he was competent t© make out the name of the party Who
had written the letter. 1t gppears that Colonel Gurwood had
placed himself in communication with Alexis, some time back in
Paris, in order to discover whether he had it in his power to give
him gny hint by which to enable him to discover the residence of
a French soldier, whose life Colonel Gurwood had saved during the
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siege of Badajos. Alexis, during the magnetic state, gave Colonel
Gurwood some valuable infomiation on the subject of his enquiry;
and, acting upon this, he was fortunate enough to find not only
the name of the person, but his place ofabode.  Colonel Gurwood
wrote to the soldier, and the letter which he had placed folded in
Alexis' hands was the answer which he had received. Alexis, after
a little examination, Wrote down the person's name, and told Col.
Gurwood the purport of the letter which he held in his hand. He
made certainly one mistake, in the final letter ofthe person's name;
but this did not in the sfightest degree detract from his ordinary
penetration Another gentleman who had not seen Alexis pre-
viously, (Colonel Gardener we believe,) asked the Somnambulist
to describe his residence.  This he did with great accuracy, telling
him the number of pictures he had in his drawing-room, their pe.
culiar position, and the gubjects ofthe pictures. Watches were then
placed in his hand, and, hy merely feeling on the hack of the case
for a few minutes, he pointed out, With one exception, the exact
position of the hour and minute hands. A |arge book of plates
was subsequently held to the hack of his head, and to the amaze-
ment of every person IN the room Alexis was able to describe the
various prints to which his attention was directed.

" We have thus endeavoured faithfully to record the facts which
we witnessed this day. Itis ourbelief that the experiments were
performed fairly, and that in no single instance did anything like
collusion exist. We do not pretend to account for the strange,
the wonderfull phenomena which the youth certainly manifested.
Of course there were many present who refused to admit the pos-
sibility ©f any person seeing under such circumstances.  One gen-
tleman, mere incredulous that the rest, declared most emphatically
that Alexis was able to see down his nose-an hypothesis, we must
confess, at variance with all our anatomical and physiological
knowledge. With his eyes almost hermetically sealed he was able
to read a book taken from gmgng a number of Works on the table.
Independemly of this, a handkerchief twice folded was placed over
the printed page ©f2 large volinne, and through this the Somnam-
bulist was able to read with facility. We have thus endeavoured
faithfully to record the experiments performed this day. We draw
no conclusions from the facts: we confess they are mysterious and

inexplicable-beyond <ur comprehension. Let those who are dis-
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posed to be sceptical examine the matter for themselves; they will,
we understand, have frequent opportunities ©f doing so-"

In the Zoist will be found other reports Of Alexis on diiTervnt
occasions. In the month of July last, another demonstration of
his powers was shewn at Dr. Elliotson's. The following gentle-
men having witnessed, some having tested, the above experiments,
voluntarily subscribed their names to a paper, expressive of their
conviction of the integrity of these wonderful phenomena = —

The Viscount Adare, 76, Eaton-square.

John Elliotson, M.D., Conduit-street.

John Ashbumer, M.D., Wimpole-street..

James George Davey, M.D., Hanwell Asylum.

W. C, Engledue, M,D., Southsea.

M. Castle, M.D = Milan.

E. Ritterbandt, M.D.

Edward Sheppard Symes, 38, Hill-street, Berkeley-square.

Captain John James, Dover.

Daniel Thomas Evans, Temple.

Henry U. Janson, President of the Exeter Literary unil
Philosophical Society.

Edward Wise, Temple.

F. C. Margary, Hampstead.

H. G. Atkinson, F.G.S., 18, Upper Gloucester-place.

Nathaniel Og|e.

W. Toplnun, Temple.

H. Balliere, Regent-street.

John Hulme, Exeter.

H. S. Thompson, Fairfield.

H. Storer, M.D., Grenville-street (now of Bath).

Adolphe, the brother of Alexis, possesses the power Of Clair-
voyance t© near|y an equa| degree. The Critic for the 15th of April
last, contains a yery imeresting account of the trials before the
Society for the |nvestigation ©f Mesmerism.

Adolphe was also exhibited at Bath and Clifton, nt vhieh meet-
ings were some of the most respectable and influential parties, all
of whom expressed their satisfaction at the thimess and results nt'
the experiments.  Adolphe is new in | ondon, and will well - _pay
a visit from the curious or scientific.

s
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I avail myself of this opportunity to refer to the conduct of a
few medical men here in reference to Mesmerism, and more parti-
cularly to Clairvoyance and the case of Jane Knowles. If the
subject had been confirmed to Bath, ! should not have taken any
further potice, as the matter was fu||y discussed in the local papers;
but these gentlemen have been circulating even ta this period a one-
sided report in diHerent journals,--that ! do not exaggerate, ! Will
mention that | have seen very Iately accounts in three separate
pamphlets. N justice, therefore, to Dr. Owens, myseli and the
patient, ! will gjive a condensed account of what gctually occurred,
and on which they ground = charge of fraud. A certain set of ex-
periments took place at the photographic Institution in this cjty,
The patient =~ heingmesmerised read distinctly four times through
opaque substances, such as the covers of books when fjrmly and
skilfully secured by string. The proprietor was so struck with the
results, == voluntarily and emphatically t© declare, that he should
feel it his duty t© go t© every medical man he knew and thus state
his convictions. After the experiments, four medical men called
at the |nstitution; one of them, Mr. Thomas Barrett, retires into
a separate room With one of the books, and presently returns, say-
ing he had discovered the 5y in which the reading was effected:
on now |ooking at the book, Dr. Owens and myself find une qgf the
strings broken ami the cover much creased. Mr. Barrett admits this,
but gays it makes no difference! as it was done in his attempt to
shew how the reading was accomplished; and at a supsequent
meeting, said he was so confused he did not know what he did. On
this meage evidence a letter gppeared, headed “Fraud Detected,"
signed byfour medical men, not one qfwhom had witnessed a single
une gf the experiments: and the only collateral proof appears t©
have been this, that because Mr. Barrett, with the full use of his
sight (the patient was in the mesmeric state), and py breaking ore
of the knots, was able to make out a portion ©f reading similar to
the patient's, that therefore the little gjr| must have been an im-
postor. Our reply was and is still, that, judging from what she
had previously done mgny times when rigidly tested--what she
had accomplished that yery afternoon four times-and what she
has repeatedly done since (sge Bristol and Cheltenham papers), that
there was not the slightest occasion for the presumed fraud; and
further, we both heing present, @nd having paid much attention to
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the subject, and having only tmth for our ghject, are =s fully
able to form an opinion as those who were absent; and we further
believe, that the presumed fraud could not have been committed
without immediate detection, as was shown by us in Mr. Ban-ctt's
own attempt.

To judge dispassionately on matters we have never seen, requires
the mind to be free from all prejudice; let us then, on this subject,
hear the expressed and written opinions ©f those who had consti-
tuted themselves judges of mesmeric phenomena. Dr. Ferguson,
ata meeting in the City Rooms, though he ackowledged Pr- Elliot-
son's claims on the Profession, considered him a lost man, because
he believed in Clairvoyance; and from conviction, in the evidence
of his own senses. Mr. Barrett declared it as his opinion, that 4py
one who believed in such nonsence must be devoid of common
sense; and Dr. Cardew has tvice written, that he "always had,
and ever should consider the subject the grossest humbug."

I conclude these remarks with a short account of Jane Knowles
at Cheltenham, after |eaving Bath, and attested by the editors of
two newspapers there, with many others:-

[From the Cheltenham E rpminer.]

" Yesterday moming, we had an gpportunity ©f witnessing Jane
Knowles for the first time.  She is a g|ightly made, intelligent girl,
about twelve years Of gge, ON being placed in the mesmeric state
by Dr- Owens, she tried her strength on a gentleman present,
weighing, as he stated, 14 stone, or 200 Ibs. He was lifted with
ease from the ground. The patient was then gyt through = series
of phrenological experiments, which proved successful; and at last
exhibited that peculiar condition Ofclairvoyance, wherein the pa[iem
is supposed to read and see what passes With the eyes finuly closed.
In this state, a |ady and gentleman of the audience, one holding
the hands firmly over the gyeg and the other placing sprinted
paper in the patient's hand, the characters were deciphered with
ease. Several things were read in this manpner, such as passages
selected at random from hooks, address cards, and hand-bills, and
all with the same result.  Yesterday evening the patient was put
under a more searching exaininationz on that gccasion, determined
to test the rgg|ity of the exhibition to the ytmost, Mr. A. Harper,
of the Free press, provided himself with a new hook, a copy ©fwhich
the patient had never seen; and Mr. Norman, of the Examiner, ap-



92

plied his hands to the patient's eyes. The utmost care was taken
that no trick could be played: the eyeswere closely held down, and
the experiment Watched throughout, yet the patient read not only
the title-page ©f the book, but one or two other portions of print
which were presented t© her.  Similar experiments were made py
others of the audience with the like success. It was the general
opinion among te spectators, that the exhibition was perfectly ge-
nuine; it cenaimy was of those who applied the different tests. It
is the more necessary t© make this admission, if 0n|y as an act of
justice to Dr. Owens and the little gir|' who have been Iately de-
nounced as jmpostors, and enthe guthority, it is said, of individuals
who never themselves witnessed any of the experiments,

" Dr. Owens then alluded to the \yager between himself and Dr.
Cardew of Bath, who had offered to |gy £1000 to £100, that a case
could not be produced ©f reading a word enclosed in a box. Dy.
Cardew most unhandsomely evaded his challenge, by stipulating,
amongst other things, that he should be allowed to hold a string
attached to the hox, during the experiments; whilst that Dr. Owens
should not come wjthin s° many feet of his patient; that the gype.
riments should be confined to three or four of his own friends: and,
although DPr- Cardew professed to allow an hour daily for a month,
he afterwards inserted a clause making ore failure final. These
conditions he termed fair and honorable; but such peculiar illus-
trations induced Dr. Owens to withdraw from such an unequal
contest."-[See also Bristol papers for Decmber, 184-4]

As Dr. Cardew has repeated his challenge in one of the papers
referred to, | am deputed on the part of a gentleman to say, that,
subject to fair and honourable conditions, he is quite ready t© accept
the challenge. Dr- Cardew offered, ifhe won, to gjve £100 to the
Bath Hospital: my friend makes the same offer; therefore, if Dr.
Cardew is " glways Sincere in his professions,” the Hospital is sure
of £l00 from one of the parties, with which sum the Govemors
may |ay the foundation of a Mesmeric WVard, and then mesmerism
canbe gpplied t© many cases, which have hitherto been discharged
as incurable. If Dr. Cardew now declines, we must consider his

professions Vo1 etpretarea Mihil-
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