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It is, I am persuaded, but seldom that a work is presented to
the public under a more oppressive load of conscious solemn re-
sponsibility than which presses upon my own spirit in delivering
over to the verdict of the Christian community the present vol-
ume. By no possibility can | disguise from myselfthe fact, that
the results which it announces are of very momentous import to
the interests of revealed truth. From the inevitable relations
ofthe doctrine of the Resurrection to the cognate announcements
ofthe great scheme of Scriptural Eschatology, or the doctrine of
the last things, a course of reasoning, or a theory of interpreta-
tion which goes essentially to change the established view of
that tenet, must necessarily'work a correspondent change in our
estimate of a whole class of subjects bearing upon the theme of
human destiny in another life. Now it is certain that the con-
clusions to which | have arrived, and which will be found em-
bodied in the ensuing pages, must, if built upon sound premises,
present the grand future under an entirely new aspect. The
resurrection of the body, if my reasonings and expositions are
well-founded, is not a doctrine of revelation.

I cannot be unaware of the shock which such a declaration is
calculated to give to the settled preconceptions ofa great portion
of Christendom. Nor can | be insensible to the imputation,
which it can scarcely fail to draw after it, of an uncommon
degree of temerity in thus .virtually assuming to arraign and
to convict of error the current creed ofthe Church for the space
of eighteen centuries. The severity of judgment reasonably to
be expected on this score | know can be propitiated only by an
overwhelming cogency of proof ofthe truth ofthe main position.
This it would doubtless be rash to promise; but it may go some-
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION, &c.

INTRODUCTION.
The Knowledge ofRevelation Progressive.

proposition which is virtually embodied in the head-
ing of the present section, flows by natural sequence from the
general and universally admitted truth, that the human race
itself is progressive, not merely in physical continuity, but
in mental development. That our collective humanity,
like each individual that composes it, passes through a child-
hood, a youth, and a meridian manhood, can scarcely be a
question with any one who casts his eye at the page of his-
tory or the universal analogies of nature. We should be far
from doing violence to truth, should we slightly alter the
poetic aphorism, and read—* Progress is heaven’s first
law.” If so, the thesis may stand unassailable, that the
knowledge of Revelation, like that of Nature, is destined to
be continually on the advance. So far as the latter is con-
cerned it will not be denied by the reflecting mind, that
even at this period of the world man has arrived but at the
threshold of that august temple of Truth into which he is
called to enter, and to become a worshipper at its inmost
shrines. He is now in the scene of his pupilage—in the
lowest forms of that school in which he has been set to learn
the lessons of the universe.
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INTRODUCTION. 15

tinguisbing features may be brought out in bolder relief,
and their various relations and consequences more dis-
tinctly exhibited. But still it is supposed that the system
as a whole is well settled and incapable of extending its
bounds. The mass of Christians probably look upon the
progress of Truth somewhat as they do upon that of a con-
quering power, like that of Israel in Canaan, which has
completely overrun the limits of the invaded country, and
attained the of territorial acquisition, but
which yet has a good deal to do within those limits in
achieving an entire subjugation, and in parcelling out the
region under the new regime.

Or, to vary our illustration somewhat, the views enter-
tained by many, perhaps by most, of the Christian world, on
the subject of Revelation, are similar to those entertained on
the subject of Geography. We are conscious to ourselves
of understanding the general form, dimensions, and divi-
sions of the earth. Its great continents and oceans—its
mountains, rivers, and islands—are all mapped out to our
mind’s eye. And so also of its political distributions into
empires and states. We feel entirely assured of having
mastered— of having brought within our mental ken—all
the grander features of the globe which we inhabit. And
if the question were asked what knowledge we ex-
pect to acquire on this subject, we should at once reply,
that our acquaintance with particular regions—their local
aspect— their peculiarities of soil, production, and climate
—the manners and customs of the races that inhabit them—
may be indefinitely increased. So in the field before us,
we admit the possibility of a greater amount of information
as to the of revealed truth—the clearing up of
certain verbal difficulties and obscurities in the sacred text—
and the happier illustration of certain passages from the
manners and usages of Oriental life—while at the same
time we no more look for any farther grand and momentous
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INTRODUCTION. 19

thou readest?” would be constrained to return the
eunuch’s answer, “ How can 1, except some one should
guide me?”

Now we propose the question; whether it is. probable
that these obscurities will always remain to cloud the lustre
of the word of God? Is there not every reason to suppose
that these dark places will be eventually cleared up to the
entire satisfaction of every mind that is covetous of the
truth ? If it were not so, would it not be in contravention
of the highest conceptions we can form of the character of
God and of the whole analogy of his providence? Can we
divest ourselves of the impression, that there is something
derogatory to the wisdom and goodness of God in the idea,
that perpetual shades are to rest upon large portions of the
lively oracles, making them a complete
even to the most ardent explorers in this region of inquiry ?
Has he filled so large a portion of his word with matter
calculated merely to defy curiosity—to mock research—and
to disappoint hope? To an enlightened mind there is
something unwelcome and repulsive in the thought, that
even any portion of the earth’s surface should remain in-
accessible to the enterprise of travellers and voyagers. We
do not love to think that mountainous masses of ice shall

frown defiance upon the hardy navigator who would

urge his way through the perils of arctic seas to the very
points of the poles. We cannot sit down with perfect com-
posure under the belief that the of our globe shall
never be more fally known, and the great problems of geology
remain for ever unsolved. As religious men, we have a
deep interest in the development of the mysteries of nature;
for the more that is known of the works of God, the larger
is the provision made for the nourishment of devout and
pious sentiments in the heart. It is utterly beyond the
power of words “ to wield the matter” how much piety

were science to be extinguished.
But as the Psalmist tells us, God has “ magnified his
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INTRODUCTION.

requisition for positive certainty—in all the fields of know-
ledge than ever before. The result of all this, we think,
must be a deeper insight into the interior soul of revelation,
and amore luminous apocalypse of its shrouded mysteries.

And in this connexion we cannot forbear to adduce the
authority of such a name as that of Bacon, the father if not
ofphilosophy, at least of philosophizing. “ Let no man,”
says he, “ taking the credit of a sobriety and moderation ill
applied, think or maintain that men can search too far in
the book of God’s word; but rather let them excite them-
selves to the search and boldly advance in the pursuit of an
endless progress in it; only taking heed lest they apply
their knowledge to arrogance and not to charity; to osten-
tation and not to use.”

These are sentiments worthy the immortal name that
sanctions them, and they must surely find a response in
every bosom in which an enlightened reason has taken up
its abode. But go back in idea two or three centuries, from
the time of Francis Bacon to the age of his predecessor
Roger Bacon, and how different would have been the recep-
tion of such sentiments! Imagine the entrance of a big-
oted devotee of the Romish hierarchy into the laboratory
of the philosopher, while employed in the midst of his cruci-
bles and retorts and other scientific implements. We can
easily picture to ourselves the sinister and lowering expres-
sion stamped upon the brow of the minion of the mass, as
he gazes upon the strange apparatus before him. We see
him looking upon the glowing crucible with its fused con-
tents as he would upon a witch’s caldron burning with red,
blue, and vyellow flames, and filled with incantations for
holding unhallowed converse with.the world of spirits. We
can easily imagine, moreover, that he might, in the plenitude
of his zeal for the interests of religion and the glory of
God, give a significant hint to the philosopher of the thun-
ders of the Vatican and the lightnings of the Inquisition.
But what would the intrepid student of nature say, in reply
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32 THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESURRECTION.

we are introduced through the mysterious gateway of death.
This is the grand question of questions to every self-conscious
and reflecting mind. “ If a man die, shall he live again?”
From the inmost depths of his spirit he cannot but send
forth the anxious interrogation, “ What am | to be—where,
am | to be—when this mortal coil is shuifled off?” Is there
any thing in reason or in revelation that will solve for us the
momentous problem ? The most casual inspection of the
inspired pages does indeed certify us of the fact of a con-
tinued existence; but nothing is said, except in the most
general terms, of the mode. We have the assurance of
entering at death upon an eternal state of retribution, accord-
ing to the moral character formed in the present life; butno
answer is returned to the solemn questionings which would
fain elicit the realities of that trans-sepulchral world. The
great truths concerning that world have, from age to age,
been received by faith. By faith have multitudes in all gen-
erations entered upon it. In thousands and millions of
instances has the believing soul entered the dark domains
of the grave, buoyed up by the sustaining assurances
of the Gospel, that whether in life or in death it shall “ go
well with the righteous.” We cannot question, for a mo-
ment, that this is practically an amply sufficing support, and
that we have ground for everlasting gratitude on this score,
even if we should never know, with any more certainty than
we now do, the secrets of that unexplored region, till we
each enter it for ourselves. Still we cannot but tremulously
inquire. It is impossible but that the restless reason of
man should urge its researches in this direction. It cannot
abide contented, while no answer is returned to the queries
which are prompted by the laws and impulses of its own
essential nature. If it fails to read in the record of inspira-
tion a satisfactory solution of its doubts, it will put nature
to the rack, and endeavor to extort the secret of its teach-
ings on this absorbing theme. It will dive into the depths
of physiology and psychology, and learn if any thin/ is
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with a curious apparatus adapted to some other sphere of
existence—that he might form, at least, a very probable con-
jecture as to the mode of being upon which the developed
insect would enter when disengaged from its present grovel-
ling tenement. He would doubtless be at fault as to many
of the details of the future economy of the insect, but he
would still be able to give a very shrewd guess as to the
sphere and the mode of existence into which it should
emerge, and of the general laws by which it should be gov-
erned. In like manner, we see nothing irrational or improb-
able in the idea, that a more intimate knowledge of the
interior elements and functions of our physical and psychical
constitution may finally enable us to educe the paramount
laws of our future being, and bring us to a true ‘ Physical
Theory of another Life.”* The mere fact that any truth,
however mysterious, is a truth of revelation, does not prevent
its being at the same time a truth of nature, and amenable
to its laws. A revealed fact, which is at one age of the
world received simply by faith, may afterwards become a
fact of the reason—something which we know as well as
believe. We see, therefore, no special grounds, from the
peculiar sanctity of the themes of revelation, to forego the
most rigid researches into their nature, or for being alarmed
at the thought of bringing them more and more within the

* The work bearing this title, which has fallen into my hands since
the major part of the present volume was written, contains a striking
paragraph to the same effect with the above. *“ In every case where a
transition from one mode of life to another is to take place, the germsof
the future being are wrapped in the organixation of the present being;
and in every such instance a well practised naturalist, in examining it (sup-
posing it to have been hitherto unknown to him) during its initial stage,
would, without hesitation, announce it to have in prospect another and
higher mbde of life ; for he would discern within, or upon it, the symbols
of its destined progression, and he would find in its habits certain instincts
that have reference to a more perfect manner of existence. Now is it so
with man 1 We have already takes this for granted.” p. 140.
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