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LETTER II.

Preble St. House Jan. 30, 1845.

My Dear S—You will remember this as my
birth day, completing my fortieth year.  You have
heard me sometimes express a sort of presentiment
that | should not see forty years. This feeling pro-
bably had no more substantial basis than that my
father died at 38, and the fact that so many broth-
ers and sisters have fallen around me. But here
| am, after a severe attack, passing the day which
closes two score years, with fine prospects of recov-
ery, and of permanent health. | left the narrative
of my sickness at the point of my return to this city.
I was now in the care ofOdd Fellows and soon found
by myside Dr. G. a Physician, whose views of my case
seemed just and reasonable, and in whom, from the
first, I had implicit confidence.  He is the nephew
| believe of a late Governor in New Hampshire, of
the same name, and has had a first rate medical
education. Then his sagacity, and penetration ;
his clear eye, looking right through ones difficulties,
and his cool persevering decision in directing his
remedies—the most simple that will answer—right
to the point, and stopping short when the point is
gained. All these qualities have commanded my
admiration and won my heart. | verily believe
that the entire confidence I reposed inhim, has had
great influence in securing the results his prescrip-
tions were designed to reach. On Sabbath evening
I think he ordered nothing but hot bathing of the
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denominations, in a way to exert a most soothing
and salutary influence upon the spirit ofa sick man.
It is a great thing in sickness to be free from all care
and anxiety, and to feel that all will be well.

Sabbath Evening.—The twilightis again here—
the still sacred twilight ofa day of rest. | have re-
turned from the afternoon service to muse and won-
der and adore. For three Sabbaths in succession |
have been kept from the sanctuary by disease, an
occurrence which has not taken place before for
twenty-five years.  For thirteenyears, | have scarce-
ly been prevented from preaching for a single Sab-
bath. The privation I trust will be profitable. It
does help me to value the privileges ofthe sanctuary,
as | could notvalue them before.  The day has been
peculiarly interesting.  Although we divided the
day between two churches, the same voice proclaim-
ed the gospel in both, and it was the same that two
weeks ago about this hour, in soothing accents of
conversation and prayer, was instrumental in pre-
pairing my mind for the revery to which | have
alluded, and which stands closely connected with
the crisis of my disease, and the commencement of
recovery.  That voice will ever be dear to me on
account of the delightful associations connected with
that event.  The text in the morning was Ecc. 8:
11. i: Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore, the heart of the sons of
me is fully setin them to do evil.” It was a faith-
ful sermon, fitted to probe the heart and conscience,
kindly, and thoroughly.

In the P. M. the sermon was based upon the
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nine o’clock to bleed me. The group gave me so
much amusement that | would have welcomed their
Teturn, but | saw them no more. | examined mi-
nutely only those | have described, and these were
but a few among several scores. | could only see
that there were little fish, bees, wasps, hornets, and
almost all manner of insects and reptiles, but all
acting out of character. This group visited me at
about the severest stage of my disease. | could not
at this time lie down, and could only retain my
breath by being bolstered in an almost erect position.
Your affectionate
Husband.

LETTER VIII.

Preble St. House, Feb. 3, 1845.

My Dear S.—Three letters a day you will think
rapid writing for a convalescent. But my thoughts
set towards home with such a strong tide that | may
as well give them scope, and let them run on before
me, even if they are various, and if they bear
nothing to you but spectres. | have been making
calls since closing the above, and feel inclined to
write a little at twilight, especially as | have just
read your letter by to-days’ mail. As it is drawing
near the time of evening when spectral visitors were
wont to come to my room, perhaps | can array them
more nearly in their true dress than I could in the
light of day.

FOURTH VISITOR.
Friday night visitor was a solitary one, and not
very amiable; but | was able to manage him so
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one of whom led in prayer; and, as | seized his
hand firmly, I could follow him very well, and with
satisfaction. Not long after, Bro. C. came in, and
his conversation and manner were very soothing.
He told me what he had been preaching from that
afternoon, and gave me a little idea of his sermon.
It was on the text, i John 3: 2. “It doth not yet
appear what we shall be, but we know that when he
shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is.” My mind instantly recovered and
seized upon some precious thoughts | have had at
various times in preaching extempore on that same
passage, as | had several times preached thus upon
it in different parts of the country. | believe | gave
utterance to two or three strong expressions in con-
versation with him, butthen | did not speak near
as long or as earnestly as | had on various passages
read me by the watchers on previous nights. He
led in prayer while | held his hand firmly, and
seemed to repeat the words of his prayer in concert
with him. After the visitors left, Bro. M. volun-
teered to stay with me till the watchers came, and
release S., who had been very much exhausted with
care and anxiety. When all was still, and the dark-
ness of evening curtained us, about the usual time of
my spectral visitors, a very pleasant looking man
appeared to invite me to ride with him. He was a
stranger,*but I seemed to know him at once, and
believed him to be an earnest and deeply experi-
enced Christian, and also a brother of the order. |
felt great confidence in his guidance, but everything
looked singular for a ride. There was avery beau-
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most pervaded with Christ and the spirit of pure
devation.

5. 1 have learned that the doctrines of the gospel
as I'nave embraced and preached them, are as 'pre-
cious in sickness as in health. | have before refer-
red to this, and here repeat, that the great features
of the evangelical system of faith, the way of sal-
vation. the character of Christ as a Savior, and the
methods of his grace as | have received andpreach-
ed them to my fellow-creatures, seemed to me in-
describably precious in the times of greatest weak-
ness and suffering. | felt as if they were all matters
of personal experience with me, and they seemed to
lie upon the very face, and be engraven on the heart,
and constitute the essence of those parts of the Bi-
ble read to me by the watchers. These embraced
a large portion of the shorter epistles, besides parts
of the Romans, Hebrews and Corinthians, and con-
siderable portions of the gospels by John and Luke.
I recollect repeatedly entering at once upon the ex-
position of passages read by the watchers, so full of
light they seemed on the Christian system.

6. Another lesson learned, is, that sickness is a most
unfavorable time to prepare for death. | do not see
how it would have been possible for me at any stage
of my sickness, till nearly removed, to have taken up
the matter of personal salvation as an inquirer, with
any hope of coming to a right and safe decision.
The review of my hopes and my condition men-
tioned in a former letter, was as much as | could
possibly summon my mind to at the time, although
drawn by a powerful impulse, which seemed almost
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