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PREFACE. .

\

IN presenting this little work to the public, the author has
been impelled by a desire of furnishing some tangible and
Eositive evidence of the truth of Phrenology, and the practica-

ility of a mathematical demonstration of this beautiful sci-
ence, of practical utility.

It has long been a desideratum to obtain some uniform and
certain mode of ascertaining the exact amount of cerebral
matter or brain in the several compartments of the skull,
invariably assuming the point between the ears as the basis
of the superstructure. This the author hopes he has success-
fully accomplished.

Amongst the tables of admeasurements, are those of nearly
fifty remarkable or distinguished persons, contrasted with those
of idiots, murderers, &c. There are also nearly as many re-
markable and well-authenticated skulls of the various nations
of the world.

He begs to express his obligations to those gentlemen who
have so kindly permitted their names to be used for the ad-
vancement of science. To the ladies, also, he is much in-
debted ; but, with that native modesty which is so character-
istic of the American ladies, he could not obtain permission to
give their names in full.

A great portion of the skulls may be seen in his own
posses:ion, and which he has been accumulating for some
years.

* To ship-masters and others he will give liberal prices for well-authen-
ticated foreign skulls o*t; any description, to add to his cabinet.
1
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THE admeasurements of skulls here presented, it ought to
be understood, have not been selected for the purpose of main-
taining a favorite theory, but embrace the greater part of
F. Coomss’s private collection, and may at any time be seen
at his office, the remainder being, with one or two exceptions,
in the Museum of the Boston Medical Society, who will not
be accused of any partiality for the science. The author has
to express his obligations to the President, Dr. WaRREN, for
his politeness in the use of them. In these tables there is one
remarkable feature, which cannot fail to strike the superficial
observer. In comparing the intellectual faculties of the Afri-
cans, Asiatics, Indians, and Malay variety of the human fam-
ily, it will be seen, although some were gigantic men, there is
not one of them exceeding 4% in the organs of comparison
and causality ; whilst none of the heads of even very diminu-
tive men, but who have distinguished themselves in letters,
are so deficient in the above organs. _43 to 41 appears to be a
line of demarkation distinctly drawn “betwixt superior and in-
ferior heads. The establishment of this fact is probably one
of the most important of the present age, and constitutes a new
era in the science of Phrenology. It is hoped the results here
submitted will stimulate others in the profession to make simi-
lar collections, and, if possible, by the same instrument; for
which purpose the drawing is given. No phrenologist ought
to thinllz ol;‘pestimating the size or volume of brain, without fre-
quently resorting to this instrument, as it will be found to be
of the very greatest importance in forming a correct estimate
of the proportions of the head, or phrenological organs. In
offering these remarks, the author conceives it to be a duty he
_ owes the public to caution them not to condemn the science
from an imperfect examination of the head by mere tyros in
the profession. To this instrument he always resorts in doubt-
ful or contested cases. The results obtained give the exact
length of fibre from the base of the brain, or point exactly mid-
way between the ears, to the external development of every
. organ. The temperaments of the individuals are not desig-
nated, but of all the distinguished heads he has examined, the
whole of them, or nearly so, are strongly marked with the
bilious, and rarely with lymphatic. It wirl be seen that the
heads of giants are not corresponding with their extraordinary
statures, the Kentucky giant being small as a dwarf in some
of his animal organs. The head is somewhat in propbrtion to
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the body, yet it by no means follows that a giant has a gigan-
tic heaz."" Strica speaking, these admeasurements give the
size of one hemisphere of the brain only, the other, of course,
being a complete counterpart, the action in both being simul-
taneous. In comparing the heads of living persons with the
skulls, as a general rule-about one eighth of an inch must be’
allowed to skulls, to allow for the thickness of the hair,
integuments, &c., excepting in the organs of tune, constructe
iveness, and acquisitiveness, and also amativeness, in which
argans the thickmess of the musecles cannat be aseertained.

e cannot, therefore, in these organs, compare the skulls with
the living heads; every other organ may, allowing only the
difference as hefore stated. Language, and some of the per-
ceptive organs, which cannot be measuved, are omitted in this

* There is generally an analogous formation betwixt the hend and bady
in so far as this: where he has observed a head very kftrge in the animal
orgaus, it is usually accompanied with a strong, vigorous, musculax devel-
opment of body, as admirably illustrated in the forms of the different
3:93. gt will be almost inva;‘ia!gg ;zungl:a{emales are as deficient of
combative propensities as of t ysical powers mecessary te carry
them into execution, of which fact persons may easily satisfy themselvea
13' comparing the widths of heads of the opposie sexes, man being usu-
ly much the widest in the base around the ears where these organs are
located. The admeasurements of heads are also strikingly illustrative of’
this fact, being almest invariably found wider from ear te ear in destrue-
tiveness in male heads of every description, as illustrated by the outlines
below. To those desirous of knowing their owm exact cerebral organiza-
tion, these tables are given for the purpose of enabling them to compare
themselves critically and accura}c:ﬁ

th
with the great variety of remarkable
heads given, also as a means of : o R

ging of the science,
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and savage nations. Secondly, as a standard of comparison
for those who may wish to submit themselves to the same
rigid test of mathematical demonstration—for which purpose
a vacant column is left for such comparison with F. Coombs’s
approved bust, or perfect head, also with the head of the Pres-
ident of the United States, members of Congress, &c.

Whilst to many these tables may appear somewhat tedious
and uninteresting, yet the author conceives, to those who are
desirous of investigating the merits of the science, they will
prove highly attractive; the exact phrenological character of
every skull and person being accurately ascertained by this
mode, and every portion of the head presented to view with
much greater accuracy than the most costly engravings or
descriptions could do.

This mode of proceeding will also tend to disabuse the pub-
lic mind of the erroneous ideas entertained as to the minute
bumps and depressions supposed to be mainly indicative of
character, but which rarely exist to any extent; whilst by
these tables it will be seen that many heads differ several
inches in the same organs. It is this which enables the phre-
nologist to give such striking evidences of the truth of the
science, and not from ‘bumps which it would require a micro-
scopic power to discover.
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Charles Freeman,
American Giant.

Louisville Dwarf.
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6 years old.

Infant of: 18 moes.

, Years old.
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