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ces~arily fatal. I considered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrllry 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene­
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism ·even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but 
1t wa'! an unu!mal modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I !lhould have been devoid of all spirit of profes­
i<ional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nurses, a..-. to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physic.ian, 11.'! a gentleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana­
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interr.st, has been disgrace­
ully misrepret1ented. I have been said to employ Eliza­
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con­
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindnc-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
t.o whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamele~~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 

if they had attended to it sufficiently to ju;itify an opi­
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow­
ledged " mv uncloubled right" to practice Mesmerism 
in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a publie room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the H0tt• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the busine!IS. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, ,md was working many most remarkable to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 

that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 
in preferring their pecuniary interests to the con!lide­
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun­
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharge of Elizaheth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice 
of Mesmerism should be immediatdy discontinued. I 
proceeded to the houHe of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso­
lution had also been passrd. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the fol11,wing letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"Sta,-1 have just rcccivcll information, that the Council, 
without ,my intervfow nr co111111unicution with me, has ordered 
my patient, Elizal,cth Okey,_ to he_ instantly ~ischarg-e<l, and 
forbidden me to cure my pat.tents with l\lesmer1sm. l nnly am 
the proper person to jll(lge wheu my patients are in a tit state 
to be discharged, and what treatment is rwpcr for their cast:s. 

As a i:cntleman in the lirst place, am as a physician in the 
next, I tecl myself compelle<I at once to resign my office of 
Prolessor of the principles and pmdice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos­
pital; and hcrchy resign them all, and shall neVN" enter eith~. 
building a11ain. 

When I was made Professor, I receh·ed a class of 90,-the 
class is now l!.17,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries afk'r Christmas then, the whole num­
her of the present Sl'ssion woulJ, no douht, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they he all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per­
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delh-erecl. 

" I harn the honour, &c. 
"JOHN :Et,LIOTSON." 

"Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat­
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu­
rable, which they well knew. The Colllege was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab­
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex­
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in !lociety !ltrongly to condemn their proc·eed­
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
a11d of the highest interest in a psychological, physio­
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro­
ceeding at a very rapid rate. .Most interesting English 
wo1ks upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these tew weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast•,! and curt's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re­
nminder for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccessor and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 11urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispo11e of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignution led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa­
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra­
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dt:termine when my patients were in a state to be dis­
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be con1.1idered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po"8e&sed a beeommg tipmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish ; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Co11Juil Street, 4th l\larch, 1839. 

Digitized by Google 
------L~· 



( 4 ) 
' 

I , 

ces~arily fatal. I coni1idered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contr11ry 

thl'y would have resisted this infringement of their gene­
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi­
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow­
ledged " ml/ undoubted right" to practice Mesmerism 

1t wa, an unu!el111\I modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I should have been devoid of all spirit of profes­
llional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nurt!E'.s, a.." to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of tr<>ating me as a 
profe!lsor, as senior physician, 11.'I a gentleman, as an 
honourable person, and making th<>ir enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana­
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace­
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza­
beth Okey to prophecy : and one student, whose con­
rluct towards me, in return for invariable kindnc-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamele!<..~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, bad 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the H<>t1• 
pita!, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpOt!e of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, 1md was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside­
ration of the truth and remedial powers of l\lesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improl'ed rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun­
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discbtLrge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the rc>solntiou several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the pr.ictice 
of Mesmerism should be immediatdy discontinued. I 
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso­
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the fol11,wing letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"S1a,-I have just received information, that the Council, 
without 11ny intervii,w nr co111mu11iculion with me, has or,lcred 
my patient, Elizah1·th Ok1·y, to he instmitly disdiarf(ed, and 
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. l only am 
the proper per~on to jll(lµe when my patients arc in a tit state 
to be discharged, and what treatment is pwper for their cases. 

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the 
next, I feel myself compelled al once to resiµn my office of 
Professor of the principles and practice of m1,dici11e an,I of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos­
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall m·ver enter either. 
building again. 

\Vhen 1 was made Professor, I receh·cd a class of 90,-the 
class is now IU7,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num­
her of the present session would, no doubt, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per­
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already deliverecl. 

" I ha,·e the honour, &c. 
"JOHN EI.LIOTSOS." 

" Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat­
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu­
rable, which they well knew. The Colllege was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will never be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab­
surd and· obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex­
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in !lOciety strongly to condemn their prol'eed­
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
a11d of the highest interest in a psychological, physio­
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro­
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cas1·s and curl's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re­
muindt•r for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my succei,;sor and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 11urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that 
yon may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa­
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra­
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dl:termine when my patients were in a state to be dis­
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be considered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po:ssessed a becommg l'pmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Cor,Juil Slrecl, 4/h l\larch, 1839. 
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ces!larily fatal. I con!lidered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrllry 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene­
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi­
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow­
ledged " ml/ undoubted right" to practice Mesmerism 

1t wa, an unfillnal modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I i.<hould have been devoid of all spirit of profes­
!lional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nurises, as to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physician, llS a gt•ntleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana­
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace­
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza­
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con­
rluct towards me, in return for invariable kindnt-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame b!"fore all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamele!<..~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabetb Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, J find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my pati<'nt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism "the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the H<>t1• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, 1md was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside­
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improYed rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun­
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discbarl{e of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice 
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. I 
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso­
lution had also been passrd. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the foll11wing letter to the seen tary of I he Council. 

"S1a,-I have just received information, that the Coundl, 
without ,my intervfow nr e,1111111u11ication with me, has ordered 
my patient, Elizal,l'th Okey,_ to he_ insumtly ~isehar1<e1l, and 
forbidden me to cure my patients with l\1esmer1sm. l nnly am 
tlie proper per~on to ju<l1,:c when my patients arc in a tit state 
to he discharged, and what treatment is ptopcr for their c11S<;s. 

As a gentleman in the lirst place, and as a physician in the 
next, I foci myself compelled at once to resign my office of 
Prolessor of the principles anrl practice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos­
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enU:r either. 
building again. 

\Vben 1. was made Professor, I receh·e<l a class of 90,-the 
cluss is now 11.17,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num­
her of the present st,ssion would, no doubt, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they he all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per­
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered. 

"I ha,·e the honour, &c. 
"JoHN ELLIOTSON." 

"Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat­
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu­
rable, which they well knew. The ColJt,ge was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab­
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex­
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate iu 11ociety 11trongly to condemn their prol'eed­
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio­
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro­
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast·s and curt's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to rue by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re­
mainder for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccel'l'<or and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispo11e of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa­
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra­
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dttermine when my patients were in a state to be dis­
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be considered fit to judge of these points .. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po:!8e8sed a becommg 11pmt, 
and felt whet was due to themseJves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Coruluil Slrrel, 4th llfarch, 1839. 
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ces~arily fatal. I considered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrllry 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene­
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but if they had attended to it sufficiently to ju$tify an opi­
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow­
ledged " mv undo1tbted right" to practice Mesmerism 

it wa, an unus11al modification; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I i.<hould have been devoid of all spirit of profes­
sional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nufl!es, a.-. to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physician, !t8 a gentleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the t>xplana­
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committct> seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgro.ce­
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza­
beth Okey to prophecy : and one student, whose con­
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindnc-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame bE'fore all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamelei-..~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, bad 
surmised it from something I bad said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The La11cet, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
" a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the HCIII• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
sul,ject of which they were utterly ignorant,and to have 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the busine!IS. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, lind was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside­
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impre3Sion. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility bad ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun­
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they lie instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the rcsolntion several 
days before, as well as of another, which I had not yet 
received from the houst> committee, viz. that the pr.ictice 
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. I 
proceeded to the hou~e of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso­
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at once wrote 
the folhnving letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"S1a,-I have just received information, that the Council, 
without any intervfow nr co111111u11i<'alion with me, has ordered 
my patient, Elizaheth Okey,_ to he_ instautly ~ischar1ted, and 
forbidden me to cure my patients with l\lesmcr1sm. l only am 
the 1iroper person to jtulµ·e when my paticuts arc in a tit state 
to be discharged, and what treatment is proper for their caSts. 

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the 
next, I foci myself compelled at once to resign my office of 
Prolessor of the principles an,i practice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos­
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter eithtr. 
building a'{ain. 

\Vhen was made Professor, I receh·cd a class of 90,-tbe 
class is now H/7,-13 more than at Vhristmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num­
J,er of the present St'ssion would, no douht, have been allO,·e 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young gcntlemeu, who are per­
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered. 

"I ha,·e the honour, &c. 
"JOHN ELLIOTSOS." 

"Conduit Street, 27th Demnber, 1838. 

eures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat­
ment and bad been sent out of other Hospitals as incu­
rable, which they well knew. The Colllege was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my cla.."8 was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab­
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bdng a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex­
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in society strongly to condemn their prol'eed­
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio­
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro­
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately nu~t with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast·s and cur1•s; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re­
mainder for my successor, amount~ to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccei,.sor and have certificate11 of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 11urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I bad intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of sJJggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa­
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra­
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
determine when my patients were in a state to be dis­
charged, end how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be considered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po:!llCS!led a becommg !lpmt, 
and felt what was due to themseJves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Coruluil Strerl, 4th lllarch, 1839. 
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cE'sllaTily fatal. I coni,idered it my duty to inq•tiTe into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contr11.Ty 

they would have resiste,1 this infringement of their gene­
ral rights, wbate,·er their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but 
1t wa'! an unusual modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I tthould have been devoid of all spirit of profes-
1<ional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposE'd the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act ? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the b11ilding, while they examined 
different nur8es, a.." to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they i,ent for me : instead of tr<>ating me as a 
profe!.'sor, as senior physician, !l.'I a gentleman, as an 
honouTable person, and making th<>ir enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana­
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interr.st, has been disgrace­
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza­
beth Okey to prophecy : and one student, whose con­
iiuct towards me, in return for invariable kindness, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been Wt!ak enough to become a tool, 
shamele>'..-.ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 

if they had attended to it t-ufficiently to justify an opi­
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow­
ledged " mv undoit/Jled righf' to practice Mesmeri11m 

to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, tht!y died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism "thP. most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the HOd• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Profossors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
sul,ject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpm1e of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, and was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the con11ide­
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, impr°'·ed rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun­
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharf.{e of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution se"eral 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice 
of Mesmerism should be immediat<>ly discontinued. I 
proceeded to the hou8e of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso­
lution had also bet!n passrd. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the foll1>wing letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"SJR,-1 have just reccivr1I inlimnation, that the Council, 
withnut any intM"vitcw nr co111111uni,·11ti,m with me, has ordered 
my patient, Eliz1theth Okey,. to he_ inst.mtly <\ischari::-cd, all(l 
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. l only am 
the proper person to j 111lg-c when my patients arc in a tit state 
to he discharged, amt what treatment is rwper for their casts. 

As a gentleman in the first place, am as a physician in the 
next, I foci myself compelled at once to resign my otnce of 
Prolessor of the principles and practice of mcdiciue aml of 
clinical medicine in the Collcgc,and of Physician to the Hos­
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter eithl'f'. 
building a11ain. 

\Vhen I was made Professor, I recei,·ed a class of 90,-the 
class is now 11.17,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num­
her of the present scssion would, no douht, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per­
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered. 

"I ba,·e the honour, &c. 
"JOHN ELLIOTSON." 

"Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat­
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu­
rable, which they well knew. The Collt-ge was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my cla..'18 was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or lit<!raturE', 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab­
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex­
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in 11ociety 11trongly to condemn their proeeed­
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
a11d of the highest interest in a psychological, physio­
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro­
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
wm ks upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these tew week!!, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and !!hewn to the profession wonderful 
cast-8 and curf's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
ont!-third for the Institution and half of the re­
mainder for my succeS11or, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continne pupils 
of my 11ucce1-sor and have certificate11 of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 8Urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispo8e of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Ho!.lpital, to which I bad intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all hi11 tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa­
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra­
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dt::termine when my patients were in a state to be dis­
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be cont1idered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital possessed a becommg t1pmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 
Co11J11if Street, 4th Jllarch, 1839. 
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