
G.E TLEMEN, 

When the conduct of the Council compelled me abrupt
ly to resign my appointments in the College and Hos
pital, I dt't'ply regrettPd that prudence f'orbad me to 
addre!II! you. Satisfied of your unwillingness to l,>sf' me, 
and of your condemnation of the proccl'di11g,-of my 
adversar,e~, I resolved that any c.lrmoostration which 
you might give of your opinions should 11ot arise, l'itlicr 
in whole or in part, from any instigation of mine; and 
I therefore determined, however cold-hearted it might 
appear, to wait till my succes~ors in the Coll<'gP and 
Hospital h.id ample time to settle comfortably, if this 
were pos..,ible, in their new situations: and I may here 
state that it is perfectly untrue that I have had a party of 
students at my hou e any time this se"5ion. The mat
ter of the fees I found would sooner or later require a 
communication from me, since the Council took no 
notice of the wish expressrd in my letter of resignation 
that my share of the foes of this sca~on sboulc.l be re
turned to those who dcsired it, and as those studentq who 
applied for the fulfilment of my wish were refused. I 
waitt>d, therefore, on this account also. I have, at length, 
received a letter fro'll the secretary of the College, stat
ing that the Council can be no party to the return of fees 
to the studenti<, and offering me half of the Profe~sor's 
porliou of the feps paid up to Christmas. Since thne wa..q 
no prospect of my fees being returned to you, unless I 
first received theru, I have rPceived the portiou offered, 
in order to transmit it to you. 

From tl1e moment of becoming a teacher in tlie school, 

and difficult to cure, were vt•uchec.l for by mPn of the 
highest information and the soundei1t jud~•1111•11t; and I 
li·lt it my duty to investigate the matter. I soon found 
that there wa.<i a func.l of truth in what I had heard and 
n•ad,-that an ageut ur ag!'11ey existed which had be<•n 
ornrlookcd; and my enquirit>s were soon attt-nded with 
such results thatalar;.(e number of medical men, most dis
tinguished Noblemeu, nay Hoyalty iti-df, Memben; of tht• 
J louse of Commons, some of the fil"l!t men of scieuce in 
the country, Professors of Oxford, Cambridge, King'11 
College, and Edinburgh, the Presidents of the Uoyal auc.l 
Linorean Societies, and Teachers of the various Ho11pi
tals, Bocked to witness my facts. Some of these gentlemen 
made handsome donalions to the Hospital in conse
quence, and others exprel!Sed their intention to do the 
same, but have declined in consequence of my resignation. 
This soon excited envy, and this excited a commotion; 
and the late Dean advised me to de~ist. He urged that, 
whether the wonderful facts were true or not, and whether 
great benefit in the treatment of diseases would result 
or uot, we ought to consider the interests of the School;
uot of science and humanity, observe-but of the School: 
that, if the public did not regard the matter as true and 
the benefits as real, we ought not to perse\'ere and risk 
the loss of public favour to the school; that I was rich, 
and could afford to lose my practice for what 1 believed 
the truth, but that others were 11ot :-in short, his ar• 
gument was'' tem- re-m;'' and •· i:irlus post 1111111111os." 1 
replied that the Institution was establis-1,ed fo1· thl' dis-
semination aud discovery of truth ; that all other con
siderations were secondary to this; that, if the public 
were igno1 ant, \I e hould eulighten them; that we shoul<.1 
lead the public, and not the public us; and that the sole 
question wa;i, whether the matter were a truth or not. 
l laughed at the idea of injury to the pecuniary inter
ests of the school. 

I acted on the principle tliat it was instituted fpr 1he 
dissemination and di~covery of truth. I considc•rcd my
self boun~ to lear~ what was the truth on every poi11t 
of the subJects which I taught, and to promulgate it: 
and my office at the Hospital I considered myself bound 
to make a c,rn taut field of careful enquiry. I had no idea 
of any other succes for the school than the success of 
imparting knowledge: and for this I laboured indefati
gably and disinterestedly. I lowered my perpetual fee 
from £9. to £7., and my se ional, from £6. to £5.; 
and it was not till after thus lo ing a considerable sum 
during a few ycnl'!I, and finding that the other Profe -
sors, though they had cheerfully assented to the rpduc
tion of my fees, would never follow my example, that I 
gradually brought them up to their original amount, so 
that my succc~sor might receive the office unimpair
!'d. I gave clinical lectures regularly once a week, 
und, dming one summer, thrl'e times a week: I ga\'e 
them, consequently, in far grl'ater number than my col
leagues. I lectured upon all my cases, detailing e\·ery 
thing faithfully; never fabricating hi~tories, treatment, 
or result~; never giving ocrasion for an editor to di -
coutinue tl,e publication of them on account of letters 
incessantly arriving to say th~y were made up and at 
\'ariance with the facts; never declaring that an organic 
di~en e was cured, when it was in the s:i111c state as at the 
patient' admi~;;iou, nor assuring the world that it was put 
down in the book as relievec.l only when it was actually 
put down as cured. I endea\·onred to act in thr kindest 
manner by every student, aruJ was alwaya ready to com
municate what information I poss£b.ed, and to perform 
the part of a friend. My h11ppi11ess in the Institution 
was unalloyed till au unhappy spirit gained admittance; 
and from that time there has been no more peace than 
there had been in the place where hP formerly sojourn
ed. Totally unprovoked, nay, receidog invariable civi
lity from me, anc.l actuated, as far as J can judge, by 
envy only, he l'ery soon poke behind my back so in
accurately and injuriously, according to the firm a:;scr
tion of note-taker,,, that he was compelled partly to deny 
his words anti partly to apologize in public. A few ill
conditioned young ruen will ahrny, exist among yonr 
numbcl'tl, but such were unable to become conspicuous 
before hi11 arrival. Him they found a rallying point; 
and the couduct of nearly every one connected with him 
I have seen n-arnn dePply to deplore and have found 
hostile to myself; even of' thrue to whom I had ~hown 
nothing but the greatest atte11tion11. Howe,·er, I q11iNly 
continued my course of indu try and duty. 

.At length, in 1837, my attention became directed to a 
11ubject which, though utterly neglectl'd in this country, 

• n-ceiving grnt attention on the continent. Certain 
ooderful phenomena, and C!ertain modf'S of producing 

pheaolnena and of curing ditiea ill-undf'rstood 

The commotion increa<1ed. My demon trations were 
debated upon at meetings of the .Faculty, a11d discus
sions \I ent on between members of the Council, aud 
Professors, an exquisite Secretary, and other muri• 
humble holders of office. At one meeting of the ruedi
cal faculty, a Professor boasted that he had seen none 
of my expcrimen1s and hould have considered liimself 
disgraced if he had ; that animal magnetism had L>e<·n 
proved above forty years ago to be a perfect humbug 
and imposture; an<J that it was now in as l.>ac.l repute with 
the public as Christianity had been at its first proornlga
tion. Another Professor boasted that he had seen none 
of the facts, and, though invited by my clinical clerk to 
observe them while visiting his own patients in the ward, 
that he had declined the invitation, One Profei;sor 
declared that he never could procure a vacant bed 
because. 1 detained my patients so long in order to 
Mesmerise them : and another reported that patients 
would not apply for admission, lest they should be 
Mesmerised, and that others left the Hospital to avoid 
Mesmeric treatment. But, when I enquired of the officer 
whom 1 understooc.l to have furnished these ab urditil'S, 
he assured me that he was blameless and made the ge
neral scape-goat of the place; and be entreated me to 
accept his denial without an enquiry which would em
broil him \I ith the Professors. Not conceiving that 
any thing but reputation coulc.l nccruP to tlic Hospital 
from the deruonstration of physiological and pathologi
cal facts to crowds of tl1e first men in the country, among 
whom wcrE: characters totally opposed in politic to the 
place and who otherwise never would have entered it, 
I persevered. The President of the College-Lord 
Brougham and five otbcr members of the Co,rncil did 
not refuse to attend the demonstrations; nor did the 
l'rof'essors of the Faculty of Artll; nor Dr. Grant, Dr. 
Lindley, nor Mr. Graham. But, with the exception of 
these three last gentlemen, whose conduct throughout 
has commanded my respect, 1 never saw any of the me
dical faculty: if any ever were present, it could have 
been only to reconnoitre uuouserved by me. The 
Irish, the Welsh, and four of the six Scotch medical 
Professors, helc.l meeting after meeting of' the faculty 
or of the Hospital committee, which my disgn"t 
prevented me from atlf·nding. At tl1PS<! meeting" I 
know that the most bitter feeling,; against mP were 
mauifested and matters discU1111Cd which were per
fectly irrelevant, but the introduction of which 11ho11·ed 
the hostility of certain partiH. I have always acwd i11 
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the most honourable and correct manner; and dare any 
examination of my conduct. I had, however, given great 
offence by urging, with the senate of the London Uni
versity, the hardship and inutility of compelling at
tendance upon particular courses of lectures, and es
pecially upon lectures on morbid anatomy because 
the morbid anatomy of a disea..,;e is as much a part of 
the disease, and as much to be explained at length in 
lecture., on the practice of medicine, surgery, ancl mid
wifery, as the symptoms and history; and, indeed, can
not be taught with advantage separately from the symp. 
toms. Distinct lectures on morbid anatomy must be 
superfluous, if professors of the practice of medicine, 
surgery, and midwifery perform their duty: and the 
London Uni\'ersity has at last yielded to the opinion I 
defended. I found that I aL.o had given great offence 
by declaring in public that the College was founded, 
not for the Professors, but for the diffusion of know
ledge, and that the fees of the Professors were but a 
secondary consideration and established solely to induce 
them to diffuse knowledge. 

Among the puerilities talked by the Profes.~ors, both at 
these meetings and out of them, it wa .. , predicted that 
the number of medical students would be !leriously re
duced the ensuing winter, that not one would come 
from Bristol, and that I should have scarcely any class 
at all. 

~t length Dr. Lindley and Mr. Cooper waited upon 
me m the name of the Medical Committee of the Ho,1-
pital. They brought the following acknowledgment of 
my right to practise Mesmerism in the Hospital:-

Re,so)ved~" That the (M_edical) Committee fully recognize 
Dr. Elhotson s undoubted nght to employ animal mab'lletism 
as a _reme~ial agent in the wards of the Hospital, when he 
C01ls1ders 1t necessary to do so. But that the Committee are 
anxious to know whether Dr. Elliotson has been correctly un
de~t~~ as not inteu?ing to continue in the Hospital the 
exl111>1tion of the expenments on that suhject." 

Dr. Lindley and Mr. Cooper confessed to me that 
they could not imagine that my demonstrations would 
hurt the hospital; and Dr. Lindley, in his own noble and 
honest manner, declared that he thought the facts which 
he had witnessed were very curious and deserved in
vestigation. The feeling, however, for what reason they 
could not tell, ~as so strong, that they conceived my 
best course was to give up the demonstrations. Mr. Coo
per suggested, as indeed Dr.Davis had done, that I should 
show the patients in my own house, or some house in 
the neighbourhood. One Professor recommended a pub
lic-house. But I declined to exhibit hospital patients to 
a number of persons anywhere but in the hospital. For 
the sake of peace, therefore, I consented never to !'how 
the phenomena again in the theatre of the Hospital, un
less my colleag111:,s approved of the list of those to whom 
I wished to demonstrate them : and both gentlemen 
agreed that thi;, ought to content the party. It, how• 
ever, did not content them. They still refused to come 
and examine into the phenomena; and, when I sent to 
the Medical Committee a list of many of the highel't 
names in and out of the profession, who had applied for 
permission to witness my facts, they absolutely refused 
to read it. The following are the words of the official 
answer of the Secretary:-

" July 5, 1838. 
"Your letter, addressed to the l\Iedical Committee yester

day, was forthwith laid before the meeting specially summoned 
for its consideration. The Committee detenuined llOt to read 
the list of Jlames appended thereto." 

I had proposed that a Committee should be formed to 
investigate my observations. It was to con~ist of gen
tlemen from different schools, and I requested Drs. Grant, 
Lindley and Sharpey, and Mr. Graham, to be upon it. 
Mr. Graham declined on the score of his great engage
ments, but Drs. Grant and Lindley consented. From Dr. 
Sharpey I received the following letter:-

68, Torrington Square, 
" . Mondav M?ming, Hth May . 
. My_ dear Sir,-1 was all yesterday 10 tbe country, and 

amved m town at a very late hour, otherwise I would have 
sooner replied to your note. 

" From what I have read and seen of the so-called Mesme
ric Phenomena, I am convinced that some of these phenomena 
really are what they ,ee111 lo be, and possess a very high degree 
o~hysiological interest; moreover, I know that there are other 
e ects supposed to be_produced by Mesmeric operation, of a 
much more extraordmary character, the reality of which, 
thou~~ I fran~ly o~n I do not believe in it, is admitted by 
phys1c1ans of mtelhgence and experience, and which, on that 
"·co_unt, are entitled to a fair examination. These being my 

11t1ments, which I have never hei-itated to express, you can-

not suppose me indifferent I.<.' the suhject, or disposed to treat 
with neglect or disre1,"ltrd your experiments in the Hospital. 
but I have refrained from participating in or witnessing these 
experiments, for two reasons. F'irst, from what I have heard 
of these exhibitions, (I use the word respectfully) I am in
clined to think that, however different may he your intention, 
they are calculated rather to minister to the popular love of the 
mavellous than to afford an ad,·antageous opportunity of test
ing tl1e reality of the effects produced as the alleged efficacy of 
Mesmerism as a remedial agent; and secon<lly, in the present 
state of opinion among the public and the profession, respect
ing animal magnetism, the frequent repetition of such exhibi
tions in the Hospital has appeared to me not altogether judi
cious. 

" Of course, I am far from finding fanlt with you for 
entertaining different opinions, but as these exhibitions still 
continue, and my own sentiments rer1rding them remain un
altered, I trust you will pardon me for declining your imita
tion, however flattering it may be, as I wish to avoid connect
ing mrself, e,'en indirectly, with proceedings which seem to 
me obJectionable. 

" I am, my dear Sir, 
very truly your's. 

"Dr. Elliotson, &c. &c." "W. SHARPEY. 
The public exhibitions, however, as they were termed, 

were discontinued; but Dr. Sharpey still never thought 
proper to witness the facts, which it surely wa..11 his 
duty, as a teacher of physiology, to go and witness, that 
he might treat the subject properly in his lectures. En
treated on all sides to exhibit the phenomena, I requested 
of the Council permission to demonstrate them in one of 
the theatres of the College, when this was not in use. But 
I was refused. One of the Council, whose goodness and 
liberality render him an ornament to the Jewish nation 
and to England, moved the reconsideration of the refusal 
or made a motion for permission, but in vain. I hear that 
he entreated the Council to witness the phenomena and 
judge for themselves as he had done, but in vain. Yes, 
the majority of the Council, perfectly ignorant of the 
subject,_ refused to go t~ learn anything of it before they 
passed Jndgment upon 1t; and among these were legis
lators, barristers, and one physician. Yet this same 
Council gave permissiCln for the exhibition of a boy with 
a strong memory, to the public, at so much a head, and 
tickets were purchased by any one, as for a concert.* 

I persevered in the daily study of the subject, deriving 
the most exquisite intellectual pleasure that I had ever 
experienced. In an evil hour, I consented to show 
some experiments to the Editor of the L<rncet, after re
peated entreaties con-veyed by his assistant, Mr. Mills 
who had witnessed the phenomena at the hospital re~ 
ported many in the Lancet, been enraptnred with them, 
and declared them over and over again to be so i,atis
factory that to doubt or to suspect the two Okeys of im
position would be the height of absurdity. I exhibited 
to the Editor the production of the singular delirium, and 
a variety of the most beautiful and !latisfactory experi-
1!1ents which he has eutirely suppressed. But I presently 
ft'ared ,~hat would he the resul~ He said he was pes
tered with letters upon the subJect; but that nineteen 
out of twenty were unfavourable. Nineteen persons, of 
course, purchase more La11cels than one; and I fancied 
I already saw his rejection of the evidence. The men
tal phenomena were such as no person capable of sound 
and refined observation, and fitted for philosophical in
vestigation, could for an instant have imagined to be 
feigned. The physical phenomena with the hand, the 
t,ye, metals, and water, were as striking and conclusive, 
with the exception of some with lead and nickel; and 
those I have since proved to large numbers of able 
judges to be equally conclusive. Mesmeri~ed nickel 
produces upon the elder sister the most violent effects, 
which none but a very ignorant person could con
sider pretended. Now, when this, or gold or silver, 
has been rubbed upon a part, and the friction has been 
desisted from before the effect<! come, or the effects 
have come and have ceased, they may be at once excited 
in the fomier case, or re-excited in the latter, by fric
tion of the part with anything-a piece of wood or a 

" .,. Ticket of Admission 
to the 

Exhibition 
of the 

Calculating Powers 
of the 

Sicilian Boy, 
Mangiamele ! 

in the 
Theatre of the University College, 

On Monday, August 13th, 1838. 

Admission )Os. " 
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l 
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piece of lead; and this exdtcmi>nt may he product•<l 
again and again. Friction was performed with lead upon 
parts to which nickel had been applied either with or 
without cffoct as it might be, and the etfocts took place 
violently. This explanation I gave to the Editor, but he 
was either too dull to understand, or had his reasons for 
not undel'l!tanding. In another set of experiments lead 
produced effects, though nickel had not been applied to 
the part : and yet I never had been able to MesmPrise 
lead by holding it in my hand and to produce effects by 
then applying it. Those effects I candidly said I could 
not explain, since I had not commenced experimcntll 
with lead or nickel for more than two or turee days : 
but, as there was no more deception in the cases, nor 
less certainty of the various facts which I had observt>d, 
than in chemistry or any other natural science, I added 
that these results she" ed only that they required farther 
investigation, and that I had no doubt I should, by per
severance, discover their cause. The Editor knew that 
I was about to leave London that same day for an ab
sence of six weeks on the contiuent, and yet he could 
not wait for my return and give me an opportunity of 
farther research, but, with that gentlemanly delicacy for 
which he and his friends are so remarkable, published, 
almost immediately, what profes ed to be an account of 
what he had seen,-a mo t imperfect and worthless 
account, however; in his plenitude of scientific im
portance, he declared that not one more experiment on 
magnetism would ever be required; and a11 wers which 
were sent he never published. He omitted to state 
a circumstance in his experiments with lead, which 
had never been allowed to happen in mine, but 
which, when reflecting upon them on my tour, I 
thought might have influenced the remits. In em
ploying the lead, I had noticed that he applied it against 
a piece of nickel held in his other hand, before he ap
plied it to the patient. On my return, I applied lead to 
her as before, and, indeed, copper also ; yet never ob
tained an effect. I then applied the lead or the copper, 
as it might be, against a piece of mesmerized nkkel or 
gold, before applying it to her; and its applicatiou to her 
was then always productive of effects. I discovered that 
the surface of the lead or copper had become nickelized 
or aurified by the contact; and thus the difficulty was 
solved. These experiments I have repeated again and 
again before numbers of gentlemen, taking the greatest 
care that the patient should not know when I applied 
lead or copper which had not been in conta.ct with 
nickel or gold, and when I applied lead or copper 
which had been in contact with either of them; and 
the re ult.s have been uniform. I was obliged to 
leave the poor little girl in an intense coma, with 
occasional violent tetanic spasms, at the editor·s 
house, little imagining that any farther expPriments 
would be attempted, especially in my absence, by 
by a person ignorant of the subject and altogether in
capable of making experiments. I had seen ufficient 
of the extreme carelessness, and want of information 
and philosophic power, of the editor, during the experi
ments conducted by myself and which he frequently 
altogether deranged, not to be convinced that in my 
absence no experiment could be made in a. manner to 
justify conclusions. In his igLorancc, he acted a. 
though mesmeric susceptibility is alway~ pr ent and 
always the !lame: whereas the reverse i the fact; and 
experiments with water and metals frequently repeated 
so derange the susceptibility th:i.t we are often obliged 
to desist. 

During the five months which have elap ed since my 
return, I have repeated all my experiments and continued 
my observations, not only on the two Okeys, bu~ ?a other 
patients; and all the results of my former cnqumes have 
been confirmed and all difficulties solved. For m:arly two 
months I continued my enquiry into Elizabeth Okey's 
case in the Hospital. She and her sister had been 
both entirely cured of their epilepsy by Mesmerism, 
after all other remedies had failed : b•1t she was suffer
ing in October from an agonizing pain i~ her loins and 
frequent ischuria; and I therefore re-admitted her, after 
an abl'ence of nearly two months. I did not attempt to 
remove these symptoms by Mesmeri m, but I frequently 
threw her into a mesmeric state, partly for the purpose 
of ascertaining facts, and partly because in it her suffer
ings were leas. I admitted three lads with epilepsy, 
and a man with paroxysms of imbecility, whom all four 
I treated with Mesmerism and it only : my clinical 
clerk.a &at before each, waving their hands, for half an 
hour daily : the immediate re11ult WM drowsiness, or 

p, and the ultimate great alleviation of the disease. 

and evt>ry prospect of cun•. To my great a~tonh,h
meut, l received a summons to attend the House <.:om
mittee of the Ho. pita!, on account of a Mr. Cop(', a 
clerk, I believe, in some public office and one of the 
Committee, having directed attention to the fact, that 
Elizabeth Okey, after having been sixteen months in 
the llospita:, and discharged in August. had been re
admitted in October. Dr. Thomson had a patient 
at the very time who had been fourteen monthR in the 
Hospital, and has now been there nearly seventeen; 
and yet no notice wa<i taken of this. I explained that 
tlie little girl was now in the hou~e for another com
plaint, and presumed that, if a patient, who had been 
an inmate of ~he hospital for several months on 
account of a broken leg, were to break bis arm thP. 
very day after his discharge, lie would be re-admissible: 
~d to this t~e cha~rman assent~d. I w~ then ques
tioned re pectrng Elizabeth Okey s power of predicting 
death. Now, _y~u are aware, ~entlemen, that some per
sons have an 1d1osyncrasy to be affected by emanations 
'"!'hich have no perceptible effect on mankind at large. 
Some have catarrh and asthma when near certain 
grasses in flower: some, when near a hare, dead or alive: 
some have an indescribable sensation of a mo~t distress
ing kind when near a cat. Elizabeth Okey has a :1ense 
of great oppre ion, sickness, and misery, when within 
a certain distance of person:1 whose frame is sinking. 
The emanations which are constantly proceeding from 
u all are so altered in their composition, I presume, in 
extreme debility, that a high susceptibility may suffer 
from them. \Vhenevcr the effect upon her has been of a 
certain inten ity, I under3ta11d that the patient who pro
duced it has died. The phenomenou had been known 
to the nurse, and invari11bly verified by her for a long 
period before I heard of it: and Elizabeth Okey only 
by chance communicated it to me in Novemb r during 
her delirium. When not in a mesmeric state, that is, 
when not delirious nor somnambulist, he has not this 
idiosyncraC), and is perfectly ignorant that she ever has 
it. Ju her i;omnambulism she has it simply; but, in her 
deli1ium, it is attended by an illu ion that she see3 a 
figure, something like the repre entations of drath, 
wrapped in a wl,ite robe. The more intense the op
pr ion from the emanations, the ta ler the figure; the 
stronger, therefore, are the emanations, and the nearer 
the person to his end. This is perfectly in accordance 
with the phenomena of dreams, which are a sort of de
lirium. If we have an inflammation of the foot, the 
heat of this is ".cry li~ely, in our dreams, to make us 
fancy the part 1s :oastrng on the bars of a grate: if we 
h~".e the rheumati._m, we may dream that some one is 
g1vmg us the bastmado: in oppression of the breath, 
we may dream tha_t we see a demon sittiag upon us-in 
short, have th~ mgh;-mare, and it is very conceivable 
that, _the more _d1str~ssmg ~he oppression, the larger might 
the figure be 1magmed. fhus, the sensation, which she 
knows to arise from the influence of a person hurrying 
to the_grave, gi_v~s her a fa_n_cy tl~at she sees the fiyure, 
when in her delmum; but, 11 she 1s near a sinking person 
when in a state of somnambulism, in which her rea;;on 
is sound, she not only has the sen ation merely,-sees 
no figure, but tells you that the idea of the figure in her 
delirium, is a df'lu ·ion-the product of delirium. On 
learning tliis wonderful fact, I examined ca1·efully into 
it and ascertained its reality. But, having bad, among 
a few of the students who ha,·e signalized themselvea, 
some by scribbling a11d some by talking, experience of 
the falsehoods and absurd objections to which all the 
me~mcric phenomena of my patients were exposed, I 
resolved to conduct her into my other ward, in which 
i,he was unacquainted with the diseases of the patients 
and with the patients themselve , and to conduct her 
there at the close of the day when she could not see 
the patients. Accordingly, about five o'clock, in De
cember, I begged the nurs~ of the ward to accompany 
us. I enjoined the little girl not to utter a word, and I 
Jed her not to the bedside of patients, but up one side 
of the ~vard and down the other, without stopping; and 
no one knew the object I bad in view. I felt her sh~d
der a:-she passed the foot of two beds; and, after leaving 
the ward she told me that she had felt the sensation, 
aad seen °ihe figure, which she in her delirium, but in 
her delirium only, calls Jack, a~ two of the bed8. TIit> 
nurse informs nH' tint, in pa ·~111g om· lJl'd, slit' lu nnl 
her whisper, "there•s Jack," while she shuddered: but 

• I did not, although I had hold of her h~ml the whole 
time. Tl1is patient, who was then m a 1tate ~f 
perfect insensibility, t100t1 ~ied ; tl~e ot~er, I hear, 11 

still alive, but hi,i disease will l>l', from its nature, ne-
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ces!larily fatal. I con!lidered it my duty to inquire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrary 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene
ral rights, whatenir their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " mv undoubted right" to practice Mesmerism 

it wa.<1 an unmmal modification; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I should have been devoid of all spirit of profes
i<ional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nurses, as to whether I had ever led 'Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients ; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physician, ll!l a gt'ntleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrnce
ully misrepre!lented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con
rluct towards me, in return for invariable kindnt'ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamelei<.~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, or course, they died. I ough~ to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patimt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lance/, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indf.ed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the HOt!• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Profossors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to have 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, and wu working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conl.'ide
ration of the truth and remedial powers of :Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharl{e of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the pr.ictice 
of Mesmerism should be immediawly discontinued. I 
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also been pass<>d. I, therefore, at once wrote 
the foll1•wing letter to the seen 1ary of the Council. 

"StR,-1 have just rccci,·cd inlimnation, that the Council, 
without any inl<'Tvi11J• o-r l'om111u11i,•ation with me, has onlt-red 
my patient, Elizaheth Okey,. to he_ instm1tly ~ischar~e,J, and 
forbidden me to cure my patwnts with l\lesmer1sm. l only am 
the proper per~on to judge when my patients ure in a tit state 
to be discharged, 311(1 what treatment is ptopcr for their casts. 

As a gentleman in the first place, aud as a physician in the 
next, I foe! myself compelled at once to resi~11 my office of 
Professor of the principles and practice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter eith~. 
building a_11a in. 

\Vhen I was made Professor, I receh·ed a class of 90,-the 
class is now Hl7,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries aftt!r Christmas then, the whole num
her of the present st-ssion would, no doubt, have been above 
220. 

I ba,·e not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young ge11tlemen, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which l have already delivered. 

" I ha\'e the honour, &c. 
"JOHN ELLIOTSOS." 

" Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which bad resisted all other treat
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The Collf:ge was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will Df'ver be erased. 

I am happy to i-ay that, though two of the most ab
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
being a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in 1.'0ciety l.'trongly to condemn their prol'eed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately 1111::t with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast·s and curt•s; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to rue by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re
mainder for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my succes:::or and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
determine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be considered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po&ICSSOO a becoming !lpmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish ; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
trnth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 
Conduit Street, 4th l\larch, 1839. 
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ccs!'larily fatal. I con!!idered it my duty to i11q11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrary 

they would h1we resisteu this infringement of their gene
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological anrl pathological truths; but 
1t was an unmmal modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I t<hould have been devoid of all spirit of profes-
1<ional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nul'l!es, a.-. to whether I had ever led 'Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they !lent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physician, as a gentleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interf'.st, has been disgrnce
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con
rluct towards me, in return for invariable kindn£-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamele~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, or course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, J find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

if they bad attended to it i;ufficiently to justify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " mv undou/Jted right" to practice Mesmerism 
in the Hospital But this J could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patif'nt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indf.ed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the HOt!• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha\"e 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
pt>rfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, and wai; working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the coni;ide
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the rcsolntiou several 
day!! before, as well as of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the pmctice 
of Mesmerism should be immediatdy discontinued. I 
proceeded to the hou8e of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also been passrd. [, therefore, at ouce wrote 
the foll1>wing letter to the secn tary of the Council. 

"S1a,-I have just received information, that the Council, 
without ,my intervil'.W nr co11111iuniculio11 with me, has or,lcred 
my patient, Elizaheth Okey,_ to he_ instmitly ~ischar1ted, and 
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmt>r1sm. l only am 
the proper per~on to judµ·e when my paticuts 1u·e in a tit state 
to he discharged, and what treatment is rwpcr for their cases. 

As a gentleman in the first place, am as a physician in the 
next, I foci myself compelled at once to rcsiµn my office of 
Prolessor of the principles and practice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College,and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never rntff' either. 
building a'{ain. 

\Vhen was made Professor, I receh·ed a class of 90,-the 
class is now W7,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
us there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num
hcr of the present session would, no douht, have been ahove 
220. 

I have not recei,·cd my fees tl1is session. It is mv wish that 
they be all refunded to the young i.;-cntlemen, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered. 

"I have the honour, &c. 
"JOHN ELLIOTSON." 

" Conduit Street, 27th Decnnber, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat· 
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The CollE:ge was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my cla..~ was larger than 
ever it had bE:en at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown io science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a pince of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a ulot upon 
the Institution which will never be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in !'IOciety i;trongly to condemn their prol"eed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio-
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been con\"erted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast·s and curt's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to rue by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re
ruuinder for my succeS!'lor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccei-sor and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 11urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of suggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
ddermine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be coni;idered fit to judge of these points .. Had .~Y 
colleagues io the hospital po:!lleSSed a becommg i;pmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Cor,Juil Slrecl, 4th March, 1839. 
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ces;.arily fatal. I com~idered it my duty to inquire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contr11ry 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene
ral rights, whate,·er their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but 
1t wa.<1 an unmmal modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I t>hould have been devoid of all spirit of profes• 
11ional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nun;es, a.-. to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physician, as a gt-ntleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrnce
ully misrepre11ented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con
rluct towards me, in return for invariable kindnt-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamelei<.~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 

if they had attended to it 1mfficicntly to justify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " mv undo11bted right" to practice Mesmerism 

to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, or course, they died. I ough~ to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, J find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in pri\'ate, 
and had gossiped about it as be went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this J could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my pati<'nt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism "the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the HCIII• 
pita!, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
subject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to have 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
pt>rfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, and was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the con11ide
ration of the truth and remedial powers of :Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediate\ y showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the pr.ictice 
of Mesmerism should be immediawly discontinued. J 
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also been passrd. I, therefore, at ouce wrote 
the fol11,wing letter to the secrt tary of the Council. 

"S1a,-I have just rcccive1l iufonnation, that the Vo1111cil, 
withi►ut <1ny i11terview or c1>mmu11fratim1 with me, has or,lcred 
my patient, Elizaheth Okey, tn he instm1tly disehar"e,l, and 
forhidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. l only am 
the proper person to ju<lg-e when my p;,ticn~ arc in II tit state 
to be discharged, amt what treatment is prnpcr for their cases. 

As a gentleman in the first place, 11ml as a physician in the 
next, I !eel myself compelled at once to resi~n my office of 
Prolessor of the principles and pr.icticc of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter either. 
building ag<1in. 

\Vhen 1 was made Professor, I received a class of 90,-the 
class is now Hl7,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
us there were 24 entries afk'r Christmas then, the whole num
ber of the present st'ssion would, no doubt, have been aho,·e 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which l ba,·e already delivered. 

" I have the hononr, &c. 
"JoHN Et.LIOTSOS." 

" Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The Collf:ge was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my cla.."8 was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to !'.ay that, though two of the most ab
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
being a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in t1ociety strongly to condemn their prol'eed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately mtt with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cas1·s and cur1•s; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution nod half of the re
n111inder for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccei-sor and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dt:termine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be cont1idered fit to judge of these points. Had my 
colleagues in the hospital po:!8essed a becoming tipirit, 
and felt what was due to themseJves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish ; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Conduit Street, 4th l\larch, 1839. 
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ces~arily fatal. I considered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrllry 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism ·even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but 
1t wa'! an unu!mal modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I !lhould have been devoid of all spirit of profes
i<ional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nurses, a..-. to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physic.ian, 11.'! a gentleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interr.st, has been disgrace
ully misrepret1ented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindnc-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
t.o whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamele~~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 

if they had attended to it sufficiently to ju;itify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " mv uncloubled right" to practice Mesmerism 
in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a publie room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the H0tt• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the busine!IS. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, ,md was working many most remarkable to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 

that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 
in preferring their pecuniary interests to the con!lide
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharge of Elizaheth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice 
of Mesmerism should be immediatdy discontinued. I 
proceeded to the houHe of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also been passrd. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the fol11,wing letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"Sta,-1 have just rcccivcll information, that the Council, 
without ,my intervfow nr co111111unicution with me, has ordered 
my patient, Elizal,cth Okey,_ to he_ instantly ~ischarg-e<l, and 
forbidden me to cure my pat.tents with l\lesmer1sm. l nnly am 
the proper person to jll(lge wheu my patients are in a tit state 
to be discharged, and what treatment is rwpcr for their cast:s. 

As a i:cntleman in the lirst place, am as a physician in the 
next, I tecl myself compelle<I at once to resign my office of 
Prolessor of the principles and pmdice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hcrchy resign them all, and shall neVN" enter eith~. 
building a11ain. 

When I was made Professor, I receh·ed a class of 90,-the 
class is now l!.17,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries afk'r Christmas then, the whole num
her of the present Sl'ssion woulJ, no douht, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they he all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delh-erecl. 

" I harn the honour, &c. 
"JOHN :Et,LIOTSON." 

"Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The Colllege was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in !lociety !ltrongly to condemn their proc·eed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
a11d of the highest interest in a psychological, physio
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. .Most interesting English 
wo1ks upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these tew weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast•,! and curt's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re
nminder for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccessor and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 11urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispo11e of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignution led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dt:termine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be con1.1idered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po"8e&sed a beeommg tipmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish ; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Co11Juil Street, 4th l\larch, 1839. 
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ces~arily fatal. I coni1idered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contr11ry 

thl'y would have resisted this infringement of their gene
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " ml/ undoubted right" to practice Mesmerism 

1t wa, an unu!el111\I modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I should have been devoid of all spirit of profes
llional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nurt!E'.s, a.." to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of tr<>ating me as a 
profe!lsor, as senior physician, 11.'I a gentleman, as an 
honourable person, and making th<>ir enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy : and one student, whose con
rluct towards me, in return for invariable kindnc-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamele!<..~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, bad 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the H<>t1• 
pita!, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpOt!e of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, 1md was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside
ration of the truth and remedial powers of l\lesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improl'ed rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discbtLrge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the rc>solntiou several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the pr.ictice 
of Mesmerism should be immediatdy discontinued. I 
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the fol11,wing letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"S1a,-I have just received information, that the Council, 
without 11ny intervii,w nr co111mu11iculion with me, has or,lcred 
my patient, Elizah1·th Ok1·y, to he instmitly disdiarf(ed, and 
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. l only am 
the proper per~on to jll(lµe when my patients arc in a tit state 
to be discharged, and what treatment is pwper for their cases. 

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the 
next, I feel myself compelled al once to resiµn my office of 
Professor of the principles and practice of m1,dici11e an,I of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall m·ver enter either. 
building again. 

\Vhen 1 was made Professor, I receh·cd a class of 90,-the 
class is now IU7,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num
her of the present session would, no doubt, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already deliverecl. 

" I ha,·e the honour, &c. 
"JOHN EI.LIOTSOS." 

" Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The Colllege was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will never be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab
surd and· obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in !lOciety strongly to condemn their prol'eed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
a11d of the highest interest in a psychological, physio
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cas1·s and curl's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re
muindt•r for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my succei,;sor and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 11urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that 
yon may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dl:termine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be considered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po:ssessed a becommg l'pmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Cor,Juil Slrecl, 4/h l\larch, 1839. 
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ces!larily fatal. I con!lidered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrllry 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " ml/ undoubted right" to practice Mesmerism 

1t wa, an unfillnal modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I i.<hould have been devoid of all spirit of profes
!lional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nurises, as to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physician, llS a gt•ntleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con
rluct towards me, in return for invariable kindnt-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame b!"fore all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamele!<..~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabetb Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, J find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my pati<'nt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism "the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the H<>t1• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
suuject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, 1md was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improYed rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discbarl{e of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution several 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice 
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. I 
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also been passrd. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the foll11wing letter to the seen tary of I he Council. 

"S1a,-I have just received information, that the Coundl, 
without ,my intervfow nr e,1111111u11ication with me, has ordered 
my patient, Elizal,l'th Okey,_ to he_ insumtly ~isehar1<e1l, and 
forbidden me to cure my patients with l\1esmer1sm. l nnly am 
tlie proper per~on to ju<l1,:c when my patients arc in a tit state 
to he discharged, and what treatment is ptopcr for their c11S<;s. 

As a gentleman in the lirst place, and as a physician in the 
next, I foci myself compelled at once to resign my office of 
Prolessor of the principles anrl practice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enU:r either. 
building again. 

\Vben 1. was made Professor, I receh·e<l a class of 90,-the 
cluss is now 11.17,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num
her of the present st,ssion would, no doubt, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they he all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered. 

"I ha,·e the honour, &c. 
"JoHN ELLIOTSON." 

"Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The ColJt,ge was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate iu 11ociety 11trongly to condemn their prol'eed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast·s and curt's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to rue by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re
mainder for my successor, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccel'l'<or and have certificates of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispo11e of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dttermine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be considered fit to judge of these points .. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po:!8e8sed a becommg 11pmt, 
and felt whet was due to themseJves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Coruluil Slrrel, 4th llfarch, 1839. 
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ces~arily fatal. I considered it my duty to inq11ire into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrllry 

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but if they had attended to it sufficiently to ju$tify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " mv undo1tbted right" to practice Mesmerism 

it wa, an unus11al modification; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I i.<hould have been devoid of all spirit of profes
sional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined 
different nufl!es, a.-. to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a 
professor, as senior physician, !t8 a gentleman, as an 
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the t>xplana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committct> seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgro.ce
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy : and one student, whose con
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindnc-ss, has 
covered him with lasting shame bE'fore all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool, 
shamelei-..~ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, bad 
surmised it from something I bad said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The La11cet, called Mesmerism " the most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
" a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the HCIII• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
sul,ject of which they were utterly ignorant,and to have 
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into 
the busine!IS. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, lind was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impre3Sion. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility bad ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they lie instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the rcsolntion several 
days before, as well as of another, which I had not yet 
received from the houst> committee, viz. that the pr.ictice 
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. I 
proceeded to the hou~e of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at once wrote 
the folhnving letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"S1a,-I have just received information, that the Council, 
without any intervfow nr co111111u11i<'alion with me, has ordered 
my patient, Elizaheth Okey,_ to he_ instautly ~ischar1ted, and 
forbidden me to cure my patients with l\lesmcr1sm. l only am 
the 1iroper person to jtulµ·e when my paticuts arc in a tit state 
to be discharged, and what treatment is proper for their caSts. 

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the 
next, I foci myself compelled at once to resign my office of 
Prolessor of the principles an,i practice of medicine and of 
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter eithtr. 
building a'{ain. 

\Vhen was made Professor, I receh·cd a class of 90,-tbe 
class is now H/7,-13 more than at Vhristmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num
J,er of the present St'ssion would, no douht, have been allO,·e 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young gcntlemeu, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered. 

"I ha,·e the honour, &c. 
"JOHN ELLIOTSOS." 

"Conduit Street, 27th Demnber, 1838. 

eures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat
ment and bad been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The Colllege was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my cla.."8 was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or literature, 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bdng a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in society strongly to condemn their prol'eed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately nu~t with and shewn to the profession wonderful 
cast·s and cur1•s; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
one-third for the Institution and half of the re
mainder for my successor, amount~ to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils 
of my ,;uccei,.sor and have certificate11 of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 11urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Hospital, to which I bad intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of sJJggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
determine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, end how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be considered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital po:!llCS!led a becommg !lpmt, 
and felt what was due to themseJves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 

Coruluil Strerl, 4th lllarch, 1839. 
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cE'sllaTily fatal. I coni,idered it my duty to inq•tiTe into 
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contr11.Ty 

they would have resiste,1 this infringement of their gene
ral rights, wbate,·er their opinion of Mesmerism even 

to established physiological and pathological truths; but 
1t wa'! an unusual modification ; and, had I not enquired 
into it, I tthould have been devoid of all spirit of profes-
1<ional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposE'd the 
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and 
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House 
Committee act ? They detained me the best part of an 
hour, waiting about the b11ilding, while they examined 
different nur8es, a.." to whether I had ever led Elizabeth 
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients; 
and then they i,ent for me : instead of tr<>ating me as a 
profe!.'sor, as senior physician, !l.'I a gentleman, as an 
honouTable person, and making th<>ir enquiries of me in 
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the 
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one 
of the highest philosophical interr.st, has been disgrace
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza
beth Okey to prophecy : and one student, whose con
iiuct towards me, in return for invariable kindness, has 
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and 
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those 
to whom he has been Wt!ak enough to become a tool, 
shamele>'..-.ly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey 

if they had attended to it t-ufficiently to justify an opi
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had 
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow
ledged " mv undoit/Jled righf' to practice Mesmeri11m 

to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and 
that afterwards, of course, tht!y died. I ought to add 
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to 
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood: not to my clinical 
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had 
surmised it from something I had said to him in private, 
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his 
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified 

in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since 
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in 
their lectures one designated my patirnt Okey "an 
impostor," and another, the bosom friend of the editor 
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism "thP. most impudent 
of modern humbugs," and indeed pronounced me to 
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be 
"a tom-fool." The insult was the greater, as I was 
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised 
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had 
been the main cause of the establishment of the HOd• 
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some 
of the Profossors for honestly pointing out that the 
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital. 
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the 
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a 
sul,ject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to ha,·e 
an interview with me for the purpm1e of enquiring into 
the business. They suspended a practice which was 
perfectly innocent, 11imple, and devoid of expense, and 
had worked, and was working many most remarkable 

in preferring their pecuniary interests to the con11ide
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism. 
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured 
that my explanations had made a great impression. All 
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male 
patients, who were mesmerised, impr°'·ed rapidly. The 
man's fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of 
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys 
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the 
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished, 
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun
cil, from the Hospital Committee,-

" That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the 
discharf.{e of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital." 

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary, 
who said that he had known of the resolution se"eral 
days before, as well ns of another, which I had not yet 
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice 
of Mesmerism should be immediat<>ly discontinued. I 
proceeded to the hou8e of the Treasurer of the College 
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso
lution had also bet!n passrd. [, therefore, at 011ce wrote 
the foll1>wing letter to the seen tary of the Council. 

"SJR,-1 have just reccivr1I inlimnation, that the Council, 
withnut any intM"vitcw nr co111111uni,·11ti,m with me, has ordered 
my patient, Eliz1theth Okey,. to he_ inst.mtly <\ischari::-cd, all(l 
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. l only am 
the proper person to j 111lg-c when my patients arc in a tit state 
to he discharged, amt what treatment is rwper for their casts. 

As a gentleman in the first place, am as a physician in the 
next, I foci myself compelled at once to resign my otnce of 
Prolessor of the principles and practice of mcdiciue aml of 
clinical medicine in the Collcgc,and of Physician to the Hos
pital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter eithl'f'. 
building a11ain. 

\Vhen I was made Professor, I recei,·ed a class of 90,-the 
class is now 11.17,-13 more than at Christmas last year; and, 
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num
her of the present scssion would, no douht, have been above 
220. 

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that 
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered. 

"I ba,·e the honour, &c. 
"JOHN ELLIOTSON." 

"Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838. 

cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu
rable, which they well knew. The Collt-ge was thriving 
this winter as much as last ; my cla..'18 was larger than 
ever it had been at this period of the season ; and the 
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The 
Council, completely unknown in science or lit<!raturE', 
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved 
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education, 
and more especially one which boasted to be founded 
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the 
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon 
the Institution which will nPver be erased. 

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab
surd and ·obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one 
bt!ing a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the 
other a Physician, better things might have been ex
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not 
hesitate in 11ociety 11trongly to condemn their proeeed
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true 
a11d of the highest interest in a psychological, physio
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English 
wm ks upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named 
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able 
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth 
within these tew week!!, and a large number of medical 
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have 
lately met with and !!hewn to the profession wonderful 
cast-8 and curf's; and other gentlemen are equally 
successful. 

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting 
ont!-third for the Institution and half of the re
mainder for my succeS11or, amount,. to £255. Those 
gentlemen who have not intended to continne pupils 
of my 11ucce1-sor and have certificate11 of him, shall, out 
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names, 
the whole amount of their admission fee-not onlv 
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained 
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my 
successor. Any 8Urplus that may remain I will not 
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you, 
and appointed by you, to dispo8e of in any manner that 
you may think proper, unconnected with the College 
or Ho!.lpital, to which I bad intended all my fortune 
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of 
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would 
take the liberty of s11ggesting that Mr. Penny, whose 
indignation led him to return all hi11 tickets, be first 
entirely reimbursed out of it. 

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold 
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to 
dt::termine when my patients were in a state to be dis
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to 
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was 
to be cont1idered fit to judge of these points •. Had .~Y 
colleagues in the hospital possessed a becommg t1pmt, 
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession, 

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to 
part from you ; with every kind wish; and with the 
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of 
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest 
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation 
of your existence, 

I remain, 
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher, 

JOHN ELLIOTSON. 
Co11J11if Street, 4th Jllarch, 1839. 
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