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cesaarily fatal. I considered it my duty to inquire into
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrary
to established physiological and pathological truths ; but
1t was an unusual modification ; and, had I not enquired
into it, I should have been devoid of all spirit of profes-
sional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined
different nurses, as to whether I had ever led Elizabeth
Okey iuto the wards to predict the death of patients;
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a
professor, as senior physician, as a gentleran, as an
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana-
tions, which I have now given, 1 gave then, and the
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace-
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza-
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con-
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindness, has
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool,
shamelessly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood : not to my clinical
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had
surmised it from something I had said to him in private,
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified
in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside-
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism.
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured
that my explanations had made a great impression. All
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The
man’s fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished,
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun-
cil, from the Hospital Committee,—

“ That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital.”

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary,
who said that he had known of the resolution several
days before, as well as of another, which I had not yet
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. I
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso-
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at once wrote
the following letter to the sceretary of the Council,

“ S1r,—1 have just reccived information, that the Council,
without any interview or communication with me, has ordered
my patient, Elizabeth Okey, to be instautly discharged, and
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. 1 only am
the proper person to judge when my paticuts are in a fit state
to be discharged, and what treatment is proper for their cases.

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the
next, I feel myself compelled at once to resipn my office of
Professor of the principles and practice of medicine and of
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos-

ital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter either.
ilding again.

When 1 was made Professor, I received a class of 90,—the
class is now 197,—13 more than at Christmas last year; and,
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num-
ber of the present session would, no doult, have been above
220.

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per-
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered.

“ T have the honour, &ec.

“Joun ErLioTson.”
« Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838.

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa-
ble of acting in a manner at ouce insulting and irra-
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to
determine when 1y patients were in a state to be dis-
charged, and how they were to be treated, 1 ought to
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was
to be considered fit to judge of these points. Had my
colleagues in the hospital possessed a becoming spirit,
and felt what was due to themselves and the profession,

+

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene-
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even
if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi-
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow-
ledged ¢ my undoubted right” to practice Mesmerism
in the Hospital But this I could hardly expeet, since
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in
their lectures one designated my patient Okey ‘“an
impostor,” and another, the bosom friend of the editor
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism “ the most impudent
of modern humbugs,” and indeed pronounced me to
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be
“a tom-fool.” The insult was the greater, as I was
genior physician, was thought to have greatly raised
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had
been the main cause of the establishment of the Hos-
pital, although 1 gave great offence at the time to some
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital.
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a
subject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to have
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into
the business. They suspended a practice which was
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and
had worked, und was working many most remarkable
cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat-
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu-
rable, which they well knew. The College was thriving
this winter as much as last; my class was larger than
ever it had been at this period of the season; and the
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The
Council, completely unknown in science or literature,
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education,
and more especially one which boasted to be founded
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon
the Institution which will never be erased.

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab-
surd and -obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one
being a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the
other a Physician, better things might have been ex-
pected, the noble President, L.ord Brougham, does not
hesitate in society strongly to condemn their proceed-
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true
and of the highest interest in a psychological, physio-
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro-
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical
men now not only believe, but practise it. 1 have
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful
cases and cures; and other gentlemen are equally
successful.

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting
one-third for the Institution and half of the re-
mainder for my successor, amounts to £255. Those
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils
of my successor and have certificates of him, shall, out
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names,
the whole amount of their admission fee—not only
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you,
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that
you may think proper, unconnected with the College
or Hospital, to which I bad intended all my fortune
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. 1 would
take the liberty of suggesting that Mr. Penny, whose
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first
entirely reimbursed out of it.

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to
part from you; with every kind wish; and with the
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation
of your existence,

I remain,
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher,

JOHN ELLIOTSON.
Conduit Street, 4th March, 1839.
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cessarily fatal. I considered it my duty to ingnire into
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrary
to established physiological and pathological truths ; but
1t was an unusnal modification ; and, had I not enquired
into it, I should have been devoid of all spirit of profes-
sional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House
Committee act? They detained me the best part of an
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined
different nurses, as to whether I had ever led Elizabeth
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients;
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a
professor, as senior physician, as a gentleman, as an
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana-
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace-
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza-
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con-
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindness, has
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool,
shamelessly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood : not to my clinical
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had
surmised it from something I had said to him in private,
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified
in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside-
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism.
The Committee appeared satisfied, and 1 was assured
that my explanations had made a great impression. All
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The
man’s fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished,
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun-
cil, from the Hospital Committee,—

“ That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the lﬁ)spiml."

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary,
who said that he had known of the resolution several
days before, as well as of another, which I had not yet
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. 1
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College
and Hospital, aud he informed me that the second reso-
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at ouce wrote
the following letter to the secretary of the Council.

« S1r,—I have just received information, that the Council,
without any interview or communication with me, has ordered
my patient, Elizabeth Okey, to be instautly discharged, and
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. 1 only am
the proper persen to judge when my patients are in a fit state
to be discharged, and what treatment is Jnoper for their cases.

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the
next, I feel myself compelled at once to resipn my office of
Professor of the principles and practice of medicine and of
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos-

ital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter either.
ilding again.

When I was made Professor, I received a class of 90,—the
class is now 197,—13 more than at Christmas last year; and,
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num-
ber of the present session would, no doubt, have been above
220.

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per-
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered.

“T have the honour, &c.
“JouN ErLLioTson.”
“ Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838,

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa-
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra-
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to
determine when my patients were in a state to be dis-
charged, and how they were to be treated, 1 ought to
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was
to be considered fit to judge of these points. Had my
colleagues in the hospital possessed a becoming spirit,
and felt what wasdue to themselves and the profession,

+

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene-
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even
if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi-
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow-
ledged “my undoubled right” to practice Mesmerism
in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in
their lectures one designated my patient Okey “an
impostor,” and another, the bosom friend of the editor
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism “ the most impudent
of modern humbugs,” and indeed pronounced me to
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be
“a tom-fool.” The insult was the greater, as I was
senior physician, was thought to bave greatly raised
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had
been the main cause of the establishment of the Hous-
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital.
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a
subject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to have
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into
the business. They suspended a practice which was
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and
had worked, und was working many most remarkable
cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat-
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu-
rable, which they well knew. The College was thriving
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than
ever it had been at this period of the season; and the
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The
Council, completely unknown in science or literature,
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education,
and more especially one which boasted to be founded
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon
the Institution which will never be erased.

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab-
surd and -obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one
being a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the
other a Physician, better things might have been ex-
pected, the noble President, l.ord Brougham, does not
hesitate in society strongly to condemn their proceed-
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true
and of the highest interest in a psychological, physio-
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro-
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical
men now not only believe, but practise it. 1 have
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful
cases and cures; and other gentlemen are equally
successful.

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting
one-third for the Institution and half of the re-
mainder for my successor, amounts to £255. Those
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils
of my successor and have certificates of him, shall, out
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names,
the whole amount of their admission fee—not only
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you,
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that
you may think proper, unconnected with the College
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would
take the liberty of suggesting that Mr. Penny, whose
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first
entirely reimbursed out of it.

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to
part from you; with every kind wish; and with the
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of
truth, and the practice of what leads to the great:at
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation
of your existence,

1 remain,
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher,

JOHN ELLIOTSON.
Conduit Street, 4th March, 1839.
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cessarily fatal. I considered it my duty to ingnire into
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrary
to established physiological and pathological truths ; but
1t was an unusual modification ; and, had I not enquired
into it, I should have been devoid of all spirit of profes-
sional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House
Committee act ? They detained me the best part of an
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined
different nurses, as to whether I had ever led Elizabeth
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients;
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a
professor, as senior physician, as a gentlernan, as an
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana-
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the
Comnmittee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace-
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza-
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con-
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindness, has
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool,
shamelessly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood : not to my clinical
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had
surmised it from something I had said to him in private,
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified
in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside-
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism.
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured
that my explanations had made a great impression. All
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The
man’s fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished,
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun-
cil, from the Hospital Committee,—

“ That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital.”

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary,
who said that he had known of the resolution several
days before, as well as of another, which I had not yet
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. I
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso-
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at once wrote
the following letter to the secretary of the Council.

« S1r,—1I have just reccived information, that the Council,
without any inlerview or communication with me, has ordered
my patient, Elizabeth Okey, to be instautly discharged, and
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. 1 only am
the proper person to Jjudge when my patients are in a fit state
to be discharged, and what treatment is J)mper for their cases.

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the
next, I feel myself compelled at once to resign my office of
Professor of the principles and practice of medicine and of
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos-

ital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter either.
ilding algain.

When I was made Professor, I received a class of 90,—the
class is now 197,—13 more than at Christmas last year; and,
as there were 24 entries after Christmas then, the whole num-
ber of the present session would, no doubt, have been above
220.

I have not received my fees this session. It is my wish that
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per-
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered.

T have the honour, &c.
“Joun ErLioTsoN.”
“ Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838.

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa-
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra-
tional, would have been impossible. If I was unfit to
determine when my patients were in a state to be dis-
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was
to be considered fit to judge of these points. Had my
colleagues in the hospital possessed a becoming spirit,
and felt what wasdue to themselves and the profession,

'

they would have resisted this infringement of their gene-
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even
if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi-
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow-
ledged “my undoubted right” to practice Mesmerism
in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in
their lectures one designated my paticnt Okey *“an
impostor,” and another, the bosom friend of the editor
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism “ the most impudent
of modern humbugs,” and indeed pronounced me to
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be
“a tom-fool.” The insult was the greater, as I was
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had
been the main cause of the establishment of the Hous«
pital, although 1 gave great offence at the time to some
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital.
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a
subject of which they were utterly ignorant, and to have
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into
the business. They suspended a practice which was
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and
had worked, und was working many most remarkable
cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat-
ment and bad been sent out of other Hospitals as incu-
rable, which they well knew. The College was thriving
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than
ever it had been at this period of the season; and the
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The
Council, completely unknown in science or literature,
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education,
and more especially one which boasted to be founded
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon
the Institution which will never be erased.

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab-
surd and -obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one
being a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the
other a Physician, better things might have been ex-
pected, the noble President, L.ord Brougham, does not
hesitate in society strongly to condemn their proceed-
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true
aud of the highest interest in a psychological, physio-
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro-
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful
cases and cures; and other gentlemen are equally
successful.

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting
one-third for the Institution and half of the re-
mainder for my successor, amounts to £255. Those
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils
of my successor and have certificates of him, shall, out
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names,
the whole amount of their admission fee—not only
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you,
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that
you may think proper, unconnected with the College
or Hospital, to which I had intended all my fortune
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. 1 would
take the liberty of suggesting that Mr. Penny, whose
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first
entirely reimbursed out of it.

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to
part from you; with every kind wish; and with the
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation
of your existence,

I remain,
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher,

JOHN ELLIOTSON.
Conduit Street, 4th March, 1839.
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cessarily fatal. I considered it my duty to ingnire into
this interesting fact. There was nothing in it contrary
to established physiological and pathological truths ; but
1t was an unusual modification ; and, had I not enquired
into it, I should have been devoid of all spirit of profes-
sional enquiry, and, moreover, should have exposed the
innocent and excellent little girl to another false and
base accusation of imposture. But how did the House
Committee act ? They detained me the best part of an
hour, waiting about the building, while they examined
different nurses, as to whether I had ever led Elizabeth
Okey into the wards to predict the death of patients;
and then they sent for me : instead of treating me as a
professor, as senior physician, as a gentlernan, as an
honourable person, and making their enquiries of me in
the first instance. I did not notice this; but the explana-
tions, which I have now given, I gave then, and the
Committee seemed satisfied. The subject, which is one
of the highest philosophical interest, has been disgrace-
ully misrepresented. I have been said to employ Eliza-
beth Okey to prophecy: and one student, whose con-
duct towards me, in return for invariable kindness, has
covered him with lasting shame before all good men and
causes him to be the laughing-stock in private of those
to whom he has been weak enough to become a tool,
shamelessly declared in public that I led Elizabeth Okey
to the bedside of patients to prophecy their death, and
that afterwards, of course, they died. I ought to add
that I mentioned the idiosyncracy of Elibabeth Okey to
no one in the Hospital but Mr. Wood : not to my clinical
clerks, nor to the apothecary; who, however, I find, had
surmised it from something I had said to him in private,
and had gossiped about it as he went about giving his
characteristic opinion, that the Professors were justified
in preferring their pecuniary interests to the conside-
ration of the truth and remedial powers of Mesmerism.
The Committee appeared satisfied, and I was assured
that my explanations had made a great impression. All
went on comfortably, as far as I knew. My four male
patients, who were mesmerised, improved rapidly. The
man’s fits of imbecility had ceased, and he thought of
leaving, full of gratitude for his cure. Two of the boys
had experienced no fit for above two months; and the
frequency of the fits of the other boy had diminished,
when, on December 27, I received a resolution of coun-
cil, from the Hospital Committee,—

“ That they be instructed to take steps, forthwith, for the
discharge of Elizabeth Okey from the Hospital.”

I immediately showed the paper to the apothecary,
who said that he had known of the resolution several
days before, as well as of another, which I had not yet
received from the house committee, viz. that the practice
of Mesmerism should be immediately discontinued. 1
proceeded to the house of the Treasurer of the College
and Hospital, and he informed me that the second reso-
lution had also been passed. [, therefore, at once wrote
the following letter to the sceretary of the Council.

“ S1r,—1 have just received information, that the Council,
without any interview or communication with me, has ordered
my patient, Elizabeth Okey, to be instantly discharged, and
forbidden me to cure my patients with Mesmerism. 1 only am
the proper person to judge when my patients are in a fit state
to be discharged, and what treatment is proper for their cases,

As a gentleman in the first place, and as a physician in the
next, I feel myself compelled at once to resign my office of
Professor of the principles and practice of medicine and of
clinical medicine in the College, and of Physician to the Hos-

ital; and hereby resign them all, and shall never enter either.
ilding anain.

When 1 was made Professor, I received a class of 90,—the
class is now 197,—13 more than at Christmas last year; and,
as there were 24 entries after Christinas then, the whole num-
ber of the present session would, no doubt, have been above
220.

I have not reccived my fees this session. It is my wish that
they be all refunded to the young gentlemen, who are per-
fectly welcome to the lectures which I have already delivered.

“T have the honour, &ec.
“Joun ELLioTson.”
“ Conduit Street, 27th December, 1838.

You will agree with me, gentlemen, that, to hold
office one moment on such terms, and under men capa-
ble of acting in a manner at once insulting and irra-
tional, would have been impossible. IfI was unfit to
determine when my patients were in a state to be dis-
charged, and how they were to be treated, I ought to
have been dismissed. But, while I held office, I was
to be considered fit to judge of these points. Had my
colleagues in the hospital possessed a becoming spirit,
and felt what wasdue to themselves and the profession,
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they would have resisted this infringement of their gene-
ral rights, whatever their opinion of Mesmerism even
if they had attended to it sufficiently to justify an opi-
nion. Indeed they were bound to act thus, since they had
resolved months before in committee, that they acknow-
ledged “my undoubled right” to practice Mesmerism
in the Hospital But this I could hardly expect, since
they were so forgetful of academic propriety, that, in
their lectures one designated my patient Okey ¢“an
impostor,” and another, the bosom friend of the editor
of The Lancet, called Mesmerism “ the most impudent
of modern humbugs,” and indeed pronounced me to
the students, in a public room of the Hospital, to be
“a tom-fool.” The insult was the greater, as I was
senior physician, was thought to have greatly raised
the reputation and numbers of the school, and had
been the main cause of the establishment of the Hos-
pital, although I gave great offence at the time to some
of the Professors for honestly pointing out that the
Medical School was inefficient without an Hospital.
The conduct of the Council was irrational, since the
majority refused to witness the experiments upon a
subject of which they were utterly ignorant,and to have
an interview with me for the purpose of enquiring into
the business. They suspended a practice which was
perfectly innocent, simple, and devoid of expense, and
had worked, und was working many most remarkable
cures, even in cases which had resisted all other treat-
ment and had been sent out of other Hospitals as incu-
rable, which they well knew. The College was thriving
this winter as much as last ; my class was larger than
ever it had been at this period of the season; and the
Hospital was crowded with patients and pupils. The
Council, completely unknown in science or literature,
as they all are, with two or three exceptions, proved
themselves totally unfit to conduct a place of education,
and more especially one which boasted to be founded
on the most liberal principles and to be free from the
prejudices of old Universities. They put a blot upon
the Institution which will never be erased.

I am happy to say that, though two of the most ab-
surd and -obstinate were men, I hear, from whom, one
being a great legislatorial medical reformer, and the
other a Physician, better things might have been ex-
pected, the noble President, Lord Brougham, does not
hesitate in society strongly to condemn their proceed-
ings. And well he may. Mesmerism is not only true
and of the highest interest in a psychological, physio-
logical, and curative point of view, but is now pro-
ceeding at a very rapid rate. Most interesting English
works upon it, especially one by a Clergyman named
Townsend, will soon be published. Hundreds of able
men have been converted to a conviction of its truth
within these few weeks, and a large number of medical
men now not only believe, but practise it. I have
lately met with and shewn to the profession wonderful
cases and cures; and other gentlemmen are equally
successful.

The sum sent to me by the Council, after deducting
one-third for the Institution and half of the re-
mainder for my successor, amounts to £255. Those
gentlemen who have not intended to continue pupils
of my successor and have certificates of him, shall, out
of this sum, receive back, on sending me their names,
the whole amount of their admission fee—not only
my third, but an equivalent to the third retained
by the Council and to the third appropriated to my
successor. Any surplus that may remain I will not
keep, but beg to deposit with a Committee of you,
and appointed by you, to dispose of in any manner that
you may think proper, unconnected with the College
or Hospital, to which T had intended all my fortune
ultimately to go, though I cannot now allow a sixpence of
mine to pass to an institution thus degraded. I would
take the liberty of suggesting that Mr. Penny, whose
indignation led him to return all his tickets, be first
entirely reimbursed out of it.

With great regret, Gentlemen, at being compelled to
part from you; with every kind wish; and with the
hope that you will always consider the pursuit of
truth, and the practice of what leads to the greatest
happiness of the greatest number, the best occupation
of your existence,

I remain,
Your late faithful and affectionate teacher,

JOHN ELLIOTSON.
Conduit Street, 4th March, 1839.
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