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frequently in the prescriptions she ordered for herself. Powdered, for instance, she 
had it rubbed into her spine, as a remedy for its weakness; she also used it to smell 
of when she was faint. It might be introduced into the materia medica. This ani­
mal substance seems to contain a quantity of ammonia, and has a very peculiar 
odour; in some trifling degree similar to that of castor. I only find it mentioned in 
Paracelsus, who used it in an ointment for the plague." . . . "The tooth of a 
mammoth caused her a feeling of sluggishness, which was probably a consequence of 
the slothfulness and dulness natural to that animal. . . . A spider's web, rolled 
into a ball, produced a prickly feeling in the hands, and a restlessness in the whole 
Lody: might it not be of benefit in delirium tremens? Glow-worms threw her into a 
magnetic sleep." (p. 89 et seq.) 

" Whilst the prophetess was at Weinsberg, the sun had only the following effect upon 
her: When she lay towards the accident, she menstruated continually; when towards 
the south, regularly. When she was not regular, she had only to tum towards the 
west. Once in sleep she described the cause of all this, but it was not recorded. 
The red ray of light rendered by degrees her whole body cataleptically rigid ; but she 
recovered by the contact of barytes. A violet ray somnambulised her; which is re­
markable, since it makes iron magnetic, and is said to promote the growth of plants. 
. . . The moon seemed to have no influence on her, unless she gazed on it: then 
it called forth feelings of sadness, coldness, and shivering. Looking at it caused her 
also to menstruate, but only, she maintained, through the sun, and only as long as 
she looked at it. She said, 'If the moon acted upon me like the ~un, I should be far 
worse tl,an 1 am.• ( p. 98.) . . . " Music somnambulised her: in order to make 
her cheerful, she was accustomed to request me to magnetise the water she drank by 
playing the jew's harp. She used to say in sleep, ' Set the water in my glass in 
motion by seven strokes of that steel music.' If she drank water thus magnetised, 
without even knowing that it had been so, she was generally constrained involuntarily 
to sing. . . . The sonorous vibrations of a glass after it has been struck, she 
Stemed to hear much longer than other people.• . . . . The eye of many men 
somnambulised her. She frequently said, that there lies in the depths of the human 
eye a spiritual spark, which she would call the mirror of the soul; and through this 
the image of the external object, which falls on the retina upside down, is again turned 
round,'' &c. (p. 102 et seq.) 

If she laid a rnagnt:tised rod on her right eye, and then gazed on any 
object, she saw it magnified. On looking thus at the moon, she said, 
that, on its left side, its inhabitants were much employed in building, 
and were more happy than those of the right side. She drew from the 
eyes and lips, and the fingers of other and stronger persons, sometimes 
without their feeling it, a pabulum vita), Numbers of patients were sent 
to her by the most skilful physicians, who had tried their skill on them in 
vain; and she performed the most astonishing cures. On the 5th of 
September, 1837, Kerner put in her hand a piece of ribbon, on which 
was written the name of a woman who was ill, but the nature of whose 
illness was unknown bc,th to her and to him: the ribbon had bet:n worn 
by the invalid, and its contact produced in the prophetess the malady of 
the latter,-'' violent sickness, pain in the bone of the left foot, oppres­
sion of the chest, and a peculiar irritation of the uvula.'' (p. 167.) 

She had a particular language and system of numbers and calculation, 
of which long descriptions, explanations, diagrams, and engravings are 
given. These had a particular reference to different phases of her being, 
which she called her solar and vital circles, of which long interpretations 
are published by the celebrated Gorres, professor at the university of 

• On magnetism by sound; Kerner quoti·s :\Jesmer, and the example of the prophet 
Elitha, {2 Kings, iii. 15.) 
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Munich, one of the most remarkable men in Germany, both as a politi­
cal and religious character, and as a man of action. The phrase bian­
achli, which she only knew how to pronounce in her vital circle, and 
which she translated with great repugnance on her solar circle, means in 
Hebrew "I am in sighs." The following phrases we give as examples of 
her language: Optini poga, go to sleep; o miriio pachadastin, I am_ 
asleep; mi lo arato, I rest; posi anin cotta, the ring is full. 

The Prophetess of Prcvorst saved her brother's life, by warning him 
that a man was about to attempt it. She said, "He who is planning my 
brother's murder is a person of twenty-six years of age, and he does not 
live in the same village as my brother. I sec only a few houses in the 
place where he is;-you turn to the left to go to them. There he is in 
a house two stories high. But it is now enough; aud I thank thee, my 
God, that I know that my brother is saved." Then she prayed in a low 
voice. 

Spirits in vast numbers visited her; but she did not seek their ac­
quaintance; they forced themselves upon her. 

"I often see," she said, "many with whom I do not come into contact; then, 
again, others who come to me, with whom I speak, and who often spend months in 
my company.• l see them even when I am awake, and they often wake me out of 
my sleep. I hear and see other things at the same time; but I cannot tum my eyes 
from them, for l am, as it were, in magnetic rupport with them. They look like thin 
clouds; but are not transparent, though they at tirst seem so; still I never saw one 
which cast a shadow. Their form is like that which they had during life, only colour­
less and grey; their clothing is also similar to that which they wore when alive, bnt 
it is also colourless, as if made of cloud. The brighter and better spirits, however, 
have on a long garment, hanging in folds, with a girdle round the waist. The ex­
pression of their features is generally solemn and sad. Their eyes are bright, hke a 
fire. None of them, that I ever saw, had hair on the head. They make noises, par­
ticularly to excite the attention of those who have not the gift of seemg them: these 
noises consist of sounds in the air, sometimes sudden and sharp, and producing a 
shock; sometimes musical; at others resembling the rustling of paper, the falling of 
sand, the rolling of a ball, &c. They can carry heavy substances, overturn tabics, 
knock plates together in the rack, &c. The better spirits are brighter than the bad 
ones, and their voice is not so strong. Many, particularly the darker ones, when I 
uttered words of religious consolation, sucked tht!m, as it were, in, and I saw 
them become brighter and lighter in cousequence; but l was rendered weaker. Most 
of the spirit~ who come to me are in the lowest regions of the spiritual world, which 
are situated in our atmosphere: they wert! the grovelliug ones of this world, or such 
as did not die in the Christian faith, or else such as in expiring clung to some earthly 
thought, which now weighs them down. In these inferior regions the spirits are still 
exposed to the temptations of the devil. I once asked a spirit whether children grew 
after death. The answer was ' Yes; the soul gradually expands its vest, until it is as 
large as it would have become on earth.' I cannot effect the salvation of these spi­
rits; I am only their mediator; I pray ardently with them, and so lead them by degrees 
to the great Saviour of the world; but it costs an infinity of trouble before such a soul 
turns again to the Lord." (vol. ii. p. 10 et seq.) 

Herr von Meyer, the author of" Pages from Prevorst" and "Pages 
for higher Truth," says, in the latter work, alluding to these spirits, 
"The soul (of the dead) is often far from being spiritual. On the con-

• We may here premise, what will shortly fully appear, that there are a host of wit­
ne81les living, ready to attest the "facts" mentioned in this work; a host of persona 
ready to swear that they, too, 6aw or heard the ghosts. .. 
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trary, it is frequently poor in spirit, foolish, full of errors as to the means 
of bettering its condition; and, in its deeds and desires, is often as ab­
surd and laughable as any madman." Eschenmeyer says, "The heavenly 
spirits doubtless are ideally beautiful; truth there assu es her snow­
white robe, and virtue receives her crown; but with ghostt of earth, how 
different !-blear-eyed lust may stare through their hollow mask, vice 
becomes a monster, and crime shrouds itself in the black steam of hell. 
The wedding-garment of heaven is only sent to those who have been 
bidden to the marriage of the Lamb; and the night-dress of earth is left 
the sinful, who must stand without, and to whom the Lord says "I kuow 
you not." 

On the 31st of December, 1825, whilst the prophetess was singing a 
psalm in the house of her father at Oberstenfelct,• a noise was suddenly 
heard, as if something heavy had fallen to the ground. Nothing was 
seen; but, when she went to bed, her lamp was observed and heard to 
flicker about, and all at once the cloudy form of an old knight stood 
before her. In her alarm, she called to the maid-servant, who was near 
her, to come and sleep in her bed: the latter attempted to bring with her 
some of her bedclothes, but these were taken from her and kept back by 
an invisible hand. The ghost then disappeared. The next night, as the 
clock struck twelve, when her brother was in her room, it again appeared, 
shook her bedstead, and said to her, "If thou wilt not go with me, I will 
throw thee out of the window." She answered," In the name of Jesus, 
do it." He vanished, reappeared, and exclaimed, "I'll throw thee into 
the deep cellar." She answered, "In the name of Jesus, do it." He 
then vanished again; but returned again in a few minutes, and threat­
ened to stab her. But she said, ••That thou hast no power to do." He 
now once more melted away, and did not repeat his visit for three nights. 
When he again appeared, he said to her, "Thou must go with me, for I 
have hidden an inkstand. Under the sandbox is some writing and a few 
coins. This stand I must give thee-then I shall have rest." She said, 
"I cannot go with thee: this inkstand cannot render thee happy." In 
subsequent conversations she directed him to the word of God, and re­
minded him that there is only one Saviour, taught him to pray, and 
prayed for hours with him, kneeling by her side. He confessed to her 
that he had murdered his brother, and that he was a member of the 
Weiler family of Lichtenberg. On the seventh night thi!I apparition told 
her that the h,,ur of his liberation was near, and thanked her for having 
brought him to bis Saviour. His whole figure was now much more 
friendly and bright. On a sudden appeared seven of his children, all 
white, shining, and joyful: they were grown up; they formed a circle 
round him, and sang in exquisite melody. The knight and the prophetess 
joined them, and the latter fell into a sleep, in which she continued 
singing for some time: when she awoke, she found the knight still by her 
side, who wanted to mark her hand in remembrance of him, and who 
would not quit her until the ghost of her grandmother stepped between 
them, and drove him off. (vol. ii. p. 80.) 

Shortly afterwards the ghost of another murderer appeared to her: 

• It waa not till afterwards that she left her husband, a Mr. Hauffe, by whom she 
bad children, to live with Kerner-and bis wife. -
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this was a short, dark, wrinkled figure, who wore a cowl. He told her 
to treat him like a child, and instruct him in the rudiments of religion. 
He haunted the house, and amused himself by perplexing its inhabitants 
in every possible way, so that her father determined to leave it. All kinds 
of noises were heard, and in every direction; and, if a,1y person ran to 
see what was the matter, they instantly broke out in other places. 
Sometimes the prophetess ran away from the spirit, and one day, in 
trying to escape him, she tumbled over the threshold. He sought to lift 
her up, but could not. Then she felt on her right arm a hand, and saw 
a white figure, which raised her from the ground. 

She took a walk in the middle of the day once, with her parents, her 
hrother, and a female friend, to Bottwar. As they were returning, and 
had reached the garden of the abbey at Oberstenfeld, the clock struck 
seven, and the ghost ( who always chose this hour to appear at) instantly 
stood before her. She was compelled to run with it at an incredible rate, 
and her friends heard it as it dragged her along·, flapping in the air and 
against the walls of the houses. She went with it into a deserted kitchen, 
and they there prayed together. One evening she walked to Gronau; and, 
as she was not back by seven, the ghost came to fetch her. She now 
flew rather than ran with it home; her feet did not touch the ground; it 
was impossible for any person to follow her. The ghost swept on before 
her, and now and then relaxed his pace, and breathed out the words 
"Pray for me! pray for me!" They went again to the kitchen, where 
he folded his hands, knelt, and prayed with her calmly. Every time, 
after praying, the spirit uttered some short sentence, of which, says 
Kerner, few unluckily have been preserved; they are as follows: "Now 
a sun rises within me!" or" Now the sun shines within me." 

It is impossible to describe the solemnity and devout conviction with 
which the author of, and the contributors to, the work before us speak 
of such scenes as the foregoing. Its motto is, "I thank thee, Father of 
heaven and earth! that thou hast hidden those things from the wise and 
prudent, and revealed them unto babes." After relating one of the 
miraculous performances of the prophetess, Kerner exclaims, " Recog­
nize here, 0 thoughtful reader, the power of spiritual sympathy, prayer, 
and childlike faith!'' On this exclamation Eschenmeyer observes, 
"Ah! my friend, they will recognize it not; they have not even a distant 
idea of what spiritual sympathy is; they cannot feel what prayer or 
what childlike faith consists in." (vol. i. p. 179.) Kerner declares that he 
visited this patient at least three thousand times, and that she cannot 
have deceived him; (vol. ii. p. 34:) as to the assertion that she was 
cracked, he allows that she was" as cracked as Plato was." (vol. ii. p. 38.) 
Indeed, all her biographers and commentators are evidently deeply im­
pressed with the belief that they are dealing with irrefragable and awful 
truths. They betray no personal feelings; their whole nature is subdued 
to the grandeur of the cause, whose furtheranc~, as they imagine, has 
been imposed upon them from on high. They are as much the slaves of 
the somnambulist as she is theirs. Kerner's anger is never roused except 
when she is attacked: of his own reputation he does not appear to have 
the slightest care. We know nothing that they can possibly gain by 
their labours; for they claim no merit to themselves, and their pursuits 
are certainly most unprofitable in every sense: they confess that they are 
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often in helpless ignorance until enlightened by their somnambulist. Of 
the sincerity of all of them no doubt has ever been expressed in 
Germany; of their learning and standing in society we need not again 
remind our readers, though we may remark, in addition, that two of 
them, at any rate, Schubert and Gorres, have a European reputation 
from their scientific and literary labours. The work itself is written with 
a mystic fervour perfectly in accordance with the subject; it is very ill 
arranged, and interlarded with quotations from old chronicles, from 
Jacob Behmen, Paracelsus, Herr von Meyer's "Hades, or a Theo1·y o( 
the Science of Ghosts," the Philadelphia Journal of the Medical and 
Physical Sciences, the Times newspaper, and a thousand other sources; 
but the style is generally good, where not too mystical. The first volnme 
is principally occupied with an account of the magnetic condition of the 
somnambulist; the second with a detailed history of her ghostly expe­
rience. It is often, particularly in the psychico-theological parts, ut­
terly unintelligible to any reader. In some parts which we have not 
touched upon, we find accounts of contempo'.·ary wizards, of amulets, 
sympathetic powders, charms, conjurations: indeed, the work may be 
entitled "An Essay towards the Restoration of Witchcraft; with an ac­
count of it as a Science, and Directions for practising it as an Art.'' It 
appears that the only alteration which this ancient profession undergoes 
at the hands of its revivers is that, instead of being heretical, it is now a 
most thoroughly Christian practice. From the bright effect produced by 
the prophetess on the dark spirits, we find that it has also changed from a 
black into a white art. That the former, however, in spite of her piety, 
would have been burnt alive in the middle ages, there cannot be the 
slightest doubt; for Kerner is at pains to assure us that she was so light 
that she could not, by any means short of a millstone, be kept under 
water. 

The consummation of animal magnetism is, then, that the most illus­
trious somnambulist that ever lived was a witch, who departed this life 
on the 5th of August., 1829, and who now lies buried at Lowenstein, in 
the king·dom of Wiirtemberg. There is nothing more instructive in the 
history of the prophetes11 than the fact that, no sooner was it rumoured 
that she was haunted, than ghosts began to appear throughout all the 
kingdom of Wurtemberg. 

The history of her life at Weinsberg is nothing but a continuation of 
ghost-scenes. She brought her whole stock of spirits with her, and kept 
most of them by her until her decease. The business she transacted 
with each is described under the head of•• F ACTs:" we have "First Fact 
at Weinsb~rg," a section twenty-six pages long; "Second Fact," nine 
pages; "Fourth," sixty pages, and so on. We can give no idea of the 
scrupulous minuteness, multiplicity, and extravagance of the details: 
generally, a considerable number of other persons are in some way 
mixed up with the "facts.'' The parson of the parish was waited on 
by the sprites who came to settle at W einsberg with her; and he has 
duly atteskd this, after giving manifold details in a formal declaration, 
signed ••Weinsberg, June 5th, 1827. C. W. Hermann, clergyman.'' 
(vol. ii. p. 190.) This reverend gentleman put questions to some of the 
visitants of the prophetess, as to what religion they were of; as to whe­
ther they knew the mother of our Lord; as to whether the Virgin M!lry 
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stood in a more intimate relation to her exalted Son than any other 
happy Spirit, &c.? One of the answers he obtained was, " I know the 
mother of our Lord somewhat better than thou dost.'' (vol. ii. p. 190.) 
The "Fifth Fact" relates to an eccentric ghost, who came dresl in a 
Tyrolese hat and spurs, and who one day, in the presence of Kerner and 
her sister, pulled off her boots, and carried them to the window; the next 
night he called again, bringing an ugly old feu1ale spirit with him; and, 
as soon as they entered the room, they put out the light. (vol. ii. p. 213.) 
" I clearly understand," says Kerner, "that ghosts are not. seen by the 
eye, but by magnetic waking of the inner man.'' The "Eleventh Fact" 
is a declaration signed W. F. Pfleiderer, Heilbronn, October 20th, 1828; 
and is an account of how, when he visited the prophetess, he was hugged 
by the ghost of his schoolmaster, who happened to be staying with her at 
the time. (vol. ii. p. 264.) Of one, at any rate, of her ghostly visiters 
a lithograph has been published: this was a woman in an ancient cos­
tume, with a human heart in her hand: she herself made a drawing of 
her. (p. 275.) In February, 1829, the prophetess was consulted by "a 
robust, florid, lively woman," Mrs. Hedinger, whose husband was land­
lord of the Eagle at Grossgartach, near Heilbronn, and who was troubled 
by the importunities of a ghost without a head. Kerner reflected much 
as to who this individual, whose postures and proceedings were some­
times very indecorous, could possibly be, but did not succeed in settliug 
the point to his satisfaction. The prophetess was true to magnetism to 
the last, aud even longer; for, after she had been dead for some time, 
and her cheeks had become cold and stiff, her motlier made three mag­
netic passes over her face, and she again opened her eyes and moved her 
lips. 

The work terminates with some poetry by Kerner to her memory. 
The last page but one contains the results of a post-mortem examination 
of her body by Dr. Off, of Lowenstein, who never saw a more" beautifully 
formed" brain than hers, nor a healthier one. Preceding the details of 
her death is a letter from a clergyman, seventy years old, Mr. Seeger, of 
Altburg, congratulating Kerner on the new evidence of the immortality 
of the soul, and of the power of Christianity, which the prophetess has 
afforded. " I stand," he says, "on the threshold of eternity, and 
welcome every means of confirming my faith and hope.'' 

We find in Wolfart's Annals (vol. v. part i. p. 74,) an account of a 
woman whose performances eclipse those of even the prophetess. 

"Her somnambulic sleep commenced with the apparition of an evil spirit; then a 
good one overshadowed her, with whom she appeared to converse, and who took her 
with him thror,gh the sun and moon into the mansions of eternity. Then he appeared 
to her at an immense distance. Her physician, and those who s."\w her dnring her 
converse with this spirit, describe her features as being like those of one transfigured, 
whom no pencil could draw." 

" Die Fingerzeige Gottes," one of the works quoted at the head of this 
article, was published, in 1838, by Brockhaus of Leipsic: it is the 
work of a la<ly, Madame de S., who, whilst under treatment by a phy­
sician, somnambulised her maid-servant, and by means of the latter 
conversed with the Almighty. The book consiits exclusively of their 
dialogues, which are set down in the most ordinary phraseology, are on 
the most trifling and absurd topics, and are held, indeed, in every re-
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spect, in the most familiar and every-day tone. The following are spe­
cimens: 

"Qufition of Madame de S. Shall I soon be ripe enough for immediate clair­
voyance? 

"Answer qf the girl. He says, 'Not directly. Thou shouldst not write and think 
so mucl1. Thou shouldst eat more nourishing food and plenty of raw eggs.'" (p. 22.) 

"Quest. Tell him how I have enjoyed to-day, out of my window, the beauties of 
his works. 

"Ans. Nature is everywhere beautiful.'' (p. 30.) 
"Mad. de S. I cannot conceive, Lina, (the girl's name,) how it is that the Creator, 

Preserver, and Ruler, our dear }'ather, is not everywhere felt and adored. 
" Lina. He says, in his goodness, 'I thank thee for that.' • 
" Mad. de S. Oh, God I Lina, tell him quickly that his love for me is all the gra• 

titude I require.'' (p. 48.) 
" .Mad. de S. Is there a devil? 
"Lina. There is no devil and no hell." (p. 49.) 
" J'\Jad. de S. I am afraid I spea:,, without thin king of it, too familiarly to him, as 

if I were talking to my mother. 
"Lina. 'Am I not also thy Father?' 
"Mad. de S. Tell him not to thiuk too highly of me; not to make me too con-

fident. 
"Liua. He says, 'I will not ler.d thee astray.'" (p. 51.) 
"iVad. de S. Could we illuminate our room every evening? 
" Lina. • l\Iy child may amuse herself in this way whenever she pleases.' 
"Mad. de S. Yes; hut thy child is not rich enough to do it. 
" Lina. ' Child l chil<I I Thou sayt'st that thou art not rich, and thou hast, whilst 

still on earth, half won the kingdom of heaven.''' (p. 117.) 
" 1klad. de S. Art thou sure it is not an angel who speaks to us? ls it the Father? 
" Lina. He says, he is sure it is he himself." (p. 128.) 

We have left ourselves little room to treat of the cures performed by 
animal magnetism. The most universal medicines do not pretend to be 
of avail in bringing man into the world, or restoring him to it when 
dead; they do not boast of being especially efficacious in arresting the 
progress of disorganization; they are not advertised as a remedy in the 
acutest forms of enteritis, in phlegmasia dolens, in pestiferous carbuncle, 
and in hydrophobia; but all these claims are put boldly forth by animal 
magnetists. • According to this sect, all diagnosis is superfluous, pa­
thology is an absurdity, and therapeutics what every man has at his 
fingers' ends. 

It is with reluctance that we turn to the English page of this strange 
eventful history. The censure which we have not wantonly bestowed 
even on remote offenders, cannot be dealt without pain on those nearer 
to ourselves, and whose estimable characters and actual services to 
science plead in extenuation of apparent error and unaccountable tem­
porary delusion. 

The English boast of a reputation for practical good sense, and sound 
philosophy. As a nation, we are certainly neither apt to indulge in 
extravagant pursuits of our own creation, nor to adopt those of our 
neighbours; but still there are individuals amongst us, it would seem, 

• See Wolfart's Annals, vol. i. part i. p.138, and p. 183; and Bork's Heilungen 
<lurch Magnetismus, p. 21 and 84. 
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who can be emulators to a certain extent, of the exploits of the continental 
philosophers, whose labours we have faithfully commemorated above. 
lt might have been supposed that animal magnetism would here as­
sume a more rational shape than on the continent; but the fact is, in 
even the trifling extent to which comparatively it has been enabled to 
develop itself here, it haa given promise of greater contradiction and 
absurdities than it has anywhere else presented. In no other couni..-y 
has it been prosecuted with a more blind empiricism, or with such ap­
parent ignorance of the progress which it has 1::lsewhere made. Our 
magnetisers have began de novo, not, it would appear, because they 
doubted the truth of the results which others had arrived at in the 
science, but because they never took the trouble to enquire into the 
nature of these results. The history of their favorite science they only 
seem to have studied in the Reports of French commissions, and in a few 
other similar, unsatisfactory documents: of the hundred authors who 
have written in German on the subject, not one appears to have been 
studied by their English brethren. 

The most noted magnetisers, during the last two years in London, 
have been Dr. Elliotson, Mr. Mayo, Dr. Macreight, Dr. Sigmond, and 
M. Dupotet. Dr. Elliotson seems to have entertained no theory of the 
art, but to have confined himself simply to the research of facts; and 
the nature of those which he has encouutered, has been such as to lead 
him to adopt views partaking, more or less, of the character of all the 
continental schools. His system, as far as we can learn from some of 
the conclusions to which he has arrived, will prove to be eclectic: he 
combines the doctrines of .Mesmer with those of the somnambulisers. 
Though himself a somnambuliser, he allows "that it is not necessary 
that a sensible effect should be produced in cases in which nervous 
diseases are successfully treated by the process of magnetism.""' fn 
this respect he approaches the schot>l of Ziermann and Andresse, but 
his patients, the O'Keys present phenomena, which can only be classed 
with those observed in the case of the Prophetess of Prevorst. One of 
them was asked, while in somnambulism, "whether she could lift eighty­
four pounds." She replied, that "the negro,"-a spirit, which she 
says constantly attends her, and whom she consults on various occa­
sions, told her, "she could lift eighty, but it would hurt her ribs."t 
Though, amongst the facts ascertained by Dr. Elliotson, there are many 
from which every German theorist mig!it draw proofs of the truth of 
his particular doctrine; though some confirm tl.e views of Kluge, and 
some those of Kerner; there are others that tend to refute every theory 
which has ever been constructed on the subject. Such are the dangers 
of eclecticism! Such a fact as the following, demolishes at once the 
foundation of all the continental systems of magnetism. "Dr. Elliotson 
coming in frout of the patient, caused her to magnetise herself, by de­
siring her to make bows to her face," with one hand. After half a 
dozen of these passes she fell asleep! Hitherto, all professors of this 
singular science, however they may have differed on minor or even 
major points, have agreed that its essential foundation is the action of 
one organism upon another. But here we have a person, at once som-

• Lancet, 1837-SS, p. 378. t Ibid. p. 38!. 
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nambuliser and sllmnambulist, magnetising herself. Thi5 discovery at 
once renders oosolete the four hundred German volumes on magnetism. 
Another fact is, not merely generally l,ut magnetically absurd; not 
merely a stumbling-block to common sense and ordinary criticism, but 
to the very principles of the magnetisers themselves. "Mr. Wood was 
led to try the effeets of magnetising the reflection of Jane O'Key in a 
looking-glass. Being told to look at herself in an unframed glass, two 
passes were made at her image, when she fell into the same condition of 
sleep as when magnetised personally. The glass being held obliquely, 
the same result followed, though her attention was drawn elsewhere."" 
This experiment was varied in several ways, and was always attender! 
with equally singular results. Jane O'Key mixed with her somnambulic 
conversation some snatches of an unknown tongue. A board was 
placed before her eyes, upon which she sang, "Sound the loud timbrel," 
and ou coming to the line, "Jehovah shall triumph," she said to the 
board, " Will you triumph, you dirty beast. I'm sure you won't, 
Misce crutis, crece croo," words which were unintelligible.t This un­
known tongue evidently bears a greater resemhlance to dog-latin thau 
to those Coptic and Hebrew languages, from which the sublime Pro­
phetess of Prevorst derived her somnambulic voice. But though of a 
far lower degree than the latter heroine of transcendentalism, and 
though, in her case, somnambulism did not seem, as with Kluge's im­
pregnably virtuous patients, to elevate and purify the character, but 
rather the contrary, O'Key has still well earned the appellation of the 
"Prophetess of St. Pancras;" for we learn from Earl Stanhope, '' that 
Dr. El!iotson had written to him to say, that O'Key had foretold the 
occurrence of a severe rheumatic pain eighty-four hours before, and the 
disease actually came on at that time.''t 

We shall make no comments on the new doctrines which have been 
broached on the subject of magnetism in this country, and which we 
now proceed to describe in the words of their professors, leaving it to 
the reader to learn, from their internal contradictions, and from their 
incompatibility with each other, and with those of continental sages, the 
forlorn and hopeless state of this science of delusion. Dr. Macreight is 
of opinion, that "Mesmerism is not a cure for a disease, but a cure for 
particular persons, diseases of any kind occurring in whom this agent 
would cure."§ Dr. Sigmond says, '' The art seems to me to consist in 
obliging the individual again to inspire, by the nostril, the carbon he 
has already expired, whilst the currents of air caused by the exter.ded 
fingers produce some effect upon the facial nerves, thus inducing the 
eyelids to fall down.''11 Mr. Mayo is certain, that "by looking upon 
a mesmerisable body, you may so mesmerise it, that another mesmer­
isable substance laid upon it sltall from it be mtJsmerised sutliciently ·o 
produce decided mesmeric effects upon patients susceptible of this 
reculiar agency."1f " I think,'' says he, "that the phenomena of pre­
vision and transposition of sensation naturally lead to the supposition, 
that they result from the workings of a spiritual nature, in a certain 
independence of those bodily organs to which it is normally closely tied 

t Ibid. p. 3,0, • Lancet, 1837-38, p. 402. t Ibid. p. 287. 
§ Ibid, p. 369. II lbi<l. p. 3i:!9. f Letter in the l\Iedical G .. z~tte. 
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and bound; from the mind being in part dislocated and displaced from 
her corporeal tenement, holding on with misplaced attributes to un­
accustomed points and corners of the frame." 

The patients to whom Mesmerism has in this country been principally 
indebted for the development of its most singular phenomena are two girls, 
Jane and Elizabeth O'Key, the former of whom, previous to her admis­
sion to the North London Hospital, and treatment by Dr. Elliotson, was 
under the care of Dr. Theophilus Thomson, who states," that he attended 
her originally for phrenitis, which was followed by epilectic fits. Deple­
tion and calomel for a time relieved her, but the fits eventually returned, 
and rcsigted the treatment employed. He found her on one occasion 
with the senses, vision included, apparently suspended; this lasted for a 
day or two. On another occasion he found her in a state of ' classical' 
delirium, in which she had an extraordinary memory of the names of 
diseases, and th,e remedies which are employed for them. All these effects 
had occurred independently of animal magnetism,"• to which state 
accordingly, to use the expression of Bertrand, she was very easily 
"faronnee." Mr. Wakley says, however, that Jane appears, on a cursory 
examination to be but a tame copy of her sister Elizabeth, ••who is a genius 
in her line." This is betrayed by her dark, piercing eye, her wonderful 
performances, and the power which she exercises over all who have come 
much in contact with her. Her improvisations at the mesmeric sittings, 
the witticisms, the sarcasms, the snatches of song, were not unfrequently 
worthy of the licensed fool of the old comedy: the audience was often 
amused, when the jokes derived their raciness neither from ribaldry, pro­
fanity, nor obscenity. Her very impudence was naif. The talent which 
she possesses in greatest perfection is imitation. In the course of some 
experiments (at Mr. Wakley's house) she took occasion to descant on 
" affected young ladies," gave several examples of the character delicately 
drawn, and, having worked up the imagination of the audience, concluded 
with a characteristic interrogative,-" Now what would I do with such a 

fine young lady? Why kick her-to be sure."t He thinks, that as an 
actress, she would make the fortune of a theatrical manager; and states, 
that she formerly figured as .t prophetess and performer in the unknown 
tongue at the Rev. E. lrving's chapel. 

The exhibitions and experiments made at the North London Hospital, 
and reported in the Lancet, equal in marvellous absurdity and incredible 
credulity anything which has ever been reported of continental mag­
netism. On Suuday, June 3, Elizabeth O'Key was lying dressed on her 
bed; Dr. Elliotson, Mr. Wood, Mr. H. Mayo, the Rev. Mr. J--, Mr. 
J. Thomson, and the various patients and nurses were in the ward. "At 
a quarter to five, Mr. Wood, with some difficulty, woke her by rubbing 
the eyebrows and pressing the palms: she rose up in bed, and presented 
a peculiar expression of countenance; one of fierceness and resolution. 
Her features were rigid, firmly set, and sharpened with intensity of feel­
ing. She might be likened to an eagle, wounded in the wing, and brought 
to the ground, eager to tear some enemy, but imbecile from want of 
motive power. A piece of paper was thrown to her, she tore it into 
fragments with her hands and mouth. 'O'Key, O'Key,' Dr. Elliotson 
said. ' Leave me alone, you villain, do!' she exclaimed, darting to-

• Lancet, 18S7-S8, p. 379. t Ibid. p. 873. 

Digitized by Google 



in France, Germany, and E119la11d. 51 

wards him with the ferocity of a tiger. (Her voice was full, sepulchral~ 
and resonant, having the depth and force of a powerful adult voice,) 
'you-! get away.' .... Dr. Elliotson tried to mesmerise her. The 
process had no result. Mr. Wood,-' Where's tl1e negro, O'Key ?' 
O'Key, • You - fool, be off."' Details of this description, too filthy to sully 
our pages withal, fill no less than three columns. In triviality, repetition, 
and evident credulity of the observers, they remind us strongly of the 
cases and conversations given in Wolfart's Annals; much more so than 
we should at first be led to anticipate. 

The following scene may be taken as a fair specimen of the exhibitions 
at the North London Hospital, which were attended by numbers of the 
aristocracy, and by several individuals of scientific eminence. 

"Elizabeth O'Key was put to sleep with a single pa~s. Jane, on seeing her, 
laughed; and, hugging her, said, 'Oh! you silly thing, you shouldn't live that way.' 
Dr. Elliotson remarked, as every one was struck with her peculiar manners, 'that 
she was one of the best-hearted girls in the world.' Some gentleman sat on the 
ground to rest, 'Oh! don't sit that way,' she said, 'Your name isn't Norval, if you 
sit in that poor place.' Dr. Elliotscn, 'Look up there,' (at the crowd.) O•Key, 
'Oh! what a many white ones. 'Why, wh"rn the c.l-1 did you all come from!' 
( Great laughter.) As she spoke, a slight pass of the hand from some visitor be­
hind her stupified her; and, as she stood, Mr. Wood also behind her, to the right, 
drew his hand, pointed towards her side, at a yard distance, gradually away from 
her. The process turned her round from a front position to an oblique one. He 
continued the motion with his hand, and the girl fell asleep, and dropped to the 
floor. She was awoke by blowing on hel' eyes, and on recovering her legs began to 
skip and sing,-

' I went into a tailor's shop, 
To buy a suit of clothes, 
But where the money came from, 
G-- A-- knows.' 

1 mmense laughter followed this distich, and from that she proceeded to sing­
' .Malbrook sbe went to be shav~d 

And the barber he cut her white cbio,' 

when her volatility being too great for any ot:1er experiments, Dr. Elliotson said, 
' he must stupify her,' which a single pass of one finger, before her face, effected in 
a moment; the girl passing from the state of excessive merriment to that of cataleptic 
rigidity.''• 

We need not, we presume, dwell on the experiments by which Mr. 
Wakley proved that the pretended magnetic phenomena observed in the 
O'Keys were developed by these giris at will, or at any rate were not 
the result of any mesmeric influence or agent, but occurred as well with­
out as with the manipulations which are supposed to communicate the 
latter. Dr. Elliotson (and here again he adopted principles novel and 
adverse to the systems of his continental brethren, holding that the 
nature of its medium essentially modifies the effects of the Mesmeric 
agent,) asserted that magnetised nickel produced remarkable and 
peculiar symptoms, and that lead produced none at all ; but on pieces 
of both these metals being successively applied to the hands of Elizabeth 
O'Key, no effects at all were produced at first, and afterwards the ex­
pected phenomena made their appearance on her hand being rubbed 
with a piece of lead and a farthing. In the same way mesmerised water 

• Lancet, 1837 -38. 
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and mesmerised sovereigns produced no effect upon either of the 
sisters, though they both of them became sometimes " fixed" or " stu­
pified," by the contact of an unmagnctised sovereign, or by sipping 
unmagnetised water. 

Over the other details of London magnetic experience we willingly draw 
a veil. Our object has not been to give expression to our feelings, but 
to present to the reader's consideration an historical record, which may 
be reflected upon with some benefit. Neither would we be so far influ­
enced by the impostures occasionally practised under the name of mag­
uetism, as wholly to deny that some of the phenomena, from time to time 
produced by all aspirers to the art, seem to result either from some prin­
ciple heretofore unknown and not yet correctly designated, or from some 
modification of recognized principles in the animal economy which cannot 
yet be accurately limited or defined. The whole of man's existence is too 
mysterious, and he is surrounded by too many things utterly beyond his 
comprehension, to justify an obstinate disbelief of things hard to be un­
derstood. In the constant attempts of the human intellect to penetrate 
the thick curtain that hangs all around it, doubtless some transitory 
glimpses of hidden truths are now and then accorded to quick intellects 
and peculiar organizations; and there is ever much more in heaven and 
earth "than is taught in our philosophy." The temporal guides of man, 
however, are his senses and his reason; and when he lays claim to a 
wisdom and to powers which are incapable of being made palpable to the 
one or explicable to the other, although we may not presume to say that he 
cannot possibly be right, he must expect that we make very diligent use 
of our own senses and our own reason in the investigation of his evidence; 
and industriously endeavour to untwist the double chain of truth and 
fancy, which he would fain twine round our puzzled understandings. 
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