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PREFACE.

TaE publishers of the following volumes hav-
ing obtained leave to issue five thousand cop-
ies of the same, from those holding the copy-
rights, would respectfully notice a few items
for the benefit of the reader.

The 1830 eaition of the book of Mormon
having some time since been distributed, the
pressing calls for the same, as well as the book
of Doctrine and Covenants, and the vast impor-
tance attached to their contents, have induced
the undersigned to seek the privilege of sup-
plying those calls by presenting, in one vol-
ume, both books, in a condensed form, render-
ing greater convenience to elders, and others,
who convey the same to different parts.

Individuals acquainted with book printing,
are aware of the numerous typographical er-
rors which always occur in manuscript edi-
tions. It is only necessary to say, that the
whole has been carefully re-examined and
compared with the original manuscripts, by
elder Joseph Smith, Jr. the translator of the
book of Mormon, assisted by the present print-
er, brother O. Cowdery, who formerly wrote the
greatest portion of the same, as dictated by
brother Smith.

Expecting, as we have reason to, that this
book will be conveyed to places which circam-
stances will render it impossible for us to visit;






THE FIRST BOOK OF NEPHI:

HIS REIGN AND MINISTRY.

CHAPTER 1.

An account of Lehi and his wife Sariah, and his four
sons, being called, (beginning at the eldest, ) Laman,
Lemuel, Sum, and Nephi.  The Lord warns Lehi to
depart out of the Land of Jerusalem, because he proph-
esecth unto the people concerning their wniquity; and
they seek to destroy his life.  He taketh three day's
Jjourrey into the wilderness with his family, Nephs
taketh his brethren and returns to the land of Jeruse-
lem after the record of the Jews. 'The account of their
sufferings. They take the daughters of Ishmael to
wife. They take their families and depart into the
wilderness.  Their sufferings and affactions in the
wilderness. The course of their travels. They come
to the large waters. Nephi's brethren rebelleth against
him.  He confoundeth them, and buildeth a 571'5;;.—
They call the place Bountiful., They cross the large
waters into the promised laud, &c. Thisis according
to the account of Nephi; or, in other words, 1 Nephi
wrote this record.

I, Nepm1, having been born of goodly parents, there-
fore I was taught somewhat in all the learning of my
father; and have seen many afflictions in the course
of my days—nevertheless, having been highly favored
of the Lord in all my days; yea, having had a great
knowledge of the goodness and the mysteries of God,
therefore I make a record of my proceedings in my
days; yea, ] make a record in the language of my
father, which consists of the learning of the Jews and
the language of the Egyptians. And I know that the
record which 1 make is true; and I make it with mine
own hand; and I make it aceording to my knowledge.

For it came 10 pass, in the commencement of the
first year of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah,
(my father Lehi having dwelt at Jerusalem in all his
days;) andin that same year there came many proph-
ets, prophesying unto the people, that they must re-
pent, or the great city Jerusalem must be destroyed.
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Wherefore it caine to pass, that my father Lehi, as he
went forth, prayed unto the Lord, yea, even with all
his heart, in bef;aif of his people.

And it came to pass, as he prayed unto the Lord,
there came a pillar of fire and dwelt uponarock before
him; and he saw and heard much; and because of the
things which he saw and heard, he did quake and
tremble exceedingly.

And it came to pass that he returned to his own
house at Jerusalem; and he cast himself upon his bed,
being overcome with the spirit and the things which
he had seen; and being thus overcome with the spirit,
he was carried away in a vision, even that he saw the
heavens open, and he thought hé saw God sitting up-
on his throne, surrounded with numberless concourses
%fr' e:lngels in the attitude of singing and praising their

od.

Andit eame to pass that he saw one descending oul of
the midst of heaven, and he beheld that his lustre was
above that of the sun at noon-day; and he also saw
twelve others following him, and their brightness did ex-
ceed that of the stars in the firmament; and they came
down und went forth upon the face of the earth; and
the first came and stood before my tather, and gave
anto him a baeok, and bade him that he should read.

And it came to pass that as he read, he was filled
with the spirit of the Lord, and he read, saying, Wo,
wo unto Jerusalem! for I have scen thine abomina-
tions: yea, and many things did mny father read con-
cerming Jerusalem—that it should be destroyed, and
the inTmhitants thereof, many should perish by the
sword, and many should be carried away captive into
Babylon,

Ard it came to pass that when my father had read
and saw many great and marvellous things, he did ex-
claim many things unto the Lord; such as, great and
marvellous are thy works, O Lord God Almighty!
Thy throne is high in the heavens, and thy power, and
goodness, and mercy are overall the inhabitants of the
earth; and because thou art mereiful, thou wilt not
suffer those who come unto thee that they shall perish!
And after this manner was the language of my father
in the praising of his God; for his soul did rejoice, and
his whole heart waa filled, because of the things which
he had seen: yea, which the Lord had shewn unto
him. And now I, Nephi, do not make,a full account
of the things which my father hath written, for he

i it
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hath written many things which he saw in visions and
in dreams; and he also hath written many things
which he prophesied and spake unto his children, of
which I shall not make a full account: but I shall make
an account of my proceedings in my days—Dehold I
make an abridgement of the record of my father, upon
plates which % have made with mine own bands;
wherefore, after I have abridged the record of my fath-
er, then will I make an account of mine own life.

Therefore, I would that ye ghould know, that after
the Lord had shewn so many marvellous things unto
my father Lehi, yea, concerning the destruction of Je-
rusalem, behold he went forth among the people, and
began to prophesy and to declare unto them concern-
ing the things which he had both seen and heard.

And it came to pass that the Jews did mocik him be-
cause of the things which he testified of them; for he
truly testified of their wickednes and their abomina-
tions; and he testified that the things which he saw
and heard, and also the things which he read in the
book, manifested plainly of the coming of a Messiah,
and also the redemption of the world.

And when the Jews heard these things, they were
angry with him; yea, even as with the prophets of
old, whom they had cast out and stoned and slain;
and they also sought his life, that they might take it
away. But behold, I, Nephi, will shew unto you that
the tender mercies of the Lord are over all these whom
he hath chosen, because of their faith, to make them
mighty even unto the power of deliverance.

For behold it came to pass that the Lord spake unto
my father, yea, even in a dream, and said unto him,
blessed art thou Lehi, because of the things which
thou hast done; and because thou hast been faithful
and declared unto this people the things which I com-
manded thee, behold they seek to take away thy life.

And it came to pass that the Lord commanded my
father, even in a dream, that he should take his family
and depart into the wilderness. And it came to pass
that he was obedient unto the word of the Lord, where-
fore he did as the Lord commanded him.
~ And it came to pass that he departed into the wild-
erness. And he left his house, and the land of his in-
heritance, and his gold, and his silver, end his pre-
cious things, and took nothing with him save it were his
family, and provigions, and tents, and departed into
the wilderness; and he came down by the borders near
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the shore of the Red Sea: and he travelled in the
wilderness in the borders which are nearer the Red
Sea; and lhe did travel in the wilderness with his fam-
ily, which consisted of my mother, Sariah, and my
elder brothers, who were Laman, Lemuel and Sam.

And it came 1o pass that when lie had travelled
three days in the wildernass, he pitched his tentin a
valley by the side of a river of water. Andit came to
pass that he built an altar of stones, and made an of-
tering unto the Lord, and gave thanks anto the Loid
our God. And it came to pass that he called the name
of the river Laman, and it emptied into the Red Sea;
and the valley was in the borders near the mouth
thereof.

And when my father saw that the waters of the riv.
er emptied into the fountain of the Red Sea, he spake
unto Liaman, saying, O that thou mightesi be like un-
to this river, continually running into the fountain of
all righteousness. And he also spake unto Lemuel:
O that thou mightest be like unto this valley, firm,
and steadfast, and immovable in keeping the command.
ments of the Lord. Now this he spake because of the
stiffneckedness of Laman and Lemuel: for behold they
did murmur in many things against their f{ather, be-
cause he was a visionary man, and had led them out
of the land of Jerusalem, to leave the land of their in-
heritance, and their gold, and their silver, and their
precious things, to perish in the wildeiness. And
this they seid he had done because of the foolish im-
aginations of his heart. And thus Laman and Lem-
uel, being the eldest, did murmur against their father,
And they did murmur because they knew not the deal-
ings of that God who had created them. Neither did
they believe that Jerusalem, that great city, could be
destroyed according 1o the words of the prophets.—-
And they were like unto the Jews, who were at Jeru-
salem, who sought to take away the life of my father,

And it came to pass that my father did speak unto
them in the valley of Lemuel, with power, being filled
with the spirit, uatil their frames did shake before him,
And he did confound them, that they durst not utter
against him; wherefore they did as he commanded
them. And my father dwelt in a tent.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceeding
ioung, nevertheless being large in stature, and also

aving great desires to kmow of the mysteries of God,

. wherefore I did cry unto the Lord; and behold he did
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them by the spirit and power of God, since the world
began, even down unto this present time.

And it came to pass that after this manner of lan-

uage did I persuade my brethren, that they might be
%a.ithful in keeping the commandments of God. And
it came 10 pass that we went down to the land of eur
inheritance, and we did gather together our gold, and
our silver, and our precious things. And after we had
gathered these things together, we went up again unto
the house of Laban.

And it came to pass that we went in unto Laban,
and desired him that he would give unto us the re-
cords which were engraven upun the plates of brass,
for which we would give unto him our gold, and our
silver, and all our precious things.

And it came to pass that when Laban saw our prop-
erty, and that it was exceeding great, he did lust after
it, insomuch that he thrust us out, and sent his serv-
ants to slay us, that he might ebtain our property.
And it came to pass that we did flee before the serv-
ants of Laban, and we were obliged to leave behind
our property, and it fell into the hands of Laban.

And it came to pass that we fled into the wilder-
ness. and the servants of Laban did not overtake us,
and we hid ourselves in the cavity of a rock. Andit
came to pass that Laman was angry with me, and al-
80 with my father; and also was Lemuel; for he
hearkened unto the words of Laman. Wherefore La-
man and Lemuel did speak many hard words unta us,
their younger brothers, and they did smite us even
with a rod.

And it came to pass as they smote us with a red,
behoid an angel of the Lord came and stood before
them, and he spake unto them, saying, why do ye
smite your younger brother with a rod? Know ye
not that the Lord hath chosen him to be a ruler over
you, and this because of your iniquities? Behold ye
shall go up to Jerusalem again, and the Lord will de-
liver Laban into your hands. And after the angel had
spoken unto us, he departed. And after the angel
had departed, Laman and Lemuel again began to mur-
mur, saying, how is it possible that the Lord will de-
liver Laban into our hands? Behold he is a mighty
man, and he can command fifty, yea, even he canslay
ﬁﬂ:{xlz then why not us?

d it came to pass that I spake unto my brethren,
saying, let us go up again unto Jernsalem, and let us
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be faithful in keeping the commandments of the Lord;
for behold he is mightier than all the earth, then why
not mightier than Laban and his fifly, yea, or even than
his tens of thousands.  Therefore letus go up: let us
be strong like unto Aloses: for he truly spake unto the
waters of the Red Sea, and they divided hither and
thither, and our fathers came through out of captivity
on dry ground, and the armics of Pharaoh did follow
and were drowned in the waters of the Red Sca. Now
behold ye know that this is true; and ye also know
that an angel hath spoken unto you, wherefore can ye
doubt? Let us go up; the Lord is able to deliver us,
even as our fathers, and to destroy Laban, even as the
Egyptians,

Now when I had spoken these words, they were yet
wrath, and did still continue to murnwmr; nevertheless
they did follow me up until we came without the wally
of Jerusalem.  And it was by night; and [ caused that
they should lide themselves without the walls,  And
after they had hid themselves, I, Nephi, crept into
the city and went forth towards the house of Laban.
And I was led by the spirit, not knowing beforehand
the things which 1 should do. Nevertlieless 1 went
forth, and as 1 came near unte the house of Laban, 1
beheld a man, aml e had fullen to the earth before me,
for he was drunken with wine. And when 1 came to
him, I found that it was Laban., And I beheld his
sword, and I drew it forth from the sheath thereof, and
the hilt thereof was of pure gold, and the workman-
ship thereof was exceeding fine; and ] saw that the
blade thereof was of the most precious steel,

And it came to pass that 1 was constrained by the
spirit that I should kill Laban; but I said in my heart,
never at any time have | shed the bicod of man, and I
shrunk and would that I might not slay him. And
the spirit said unto me again, behold the Lord hath
delivered him into thy hands; yea, and 1 also knew
that he had sought to take away mine own life; yea,
and he would not hearken unto the commandments of
the Lord; and he also had taken away our property.

And it came to pass that the spirit said unto me
again, slay him, for the Lord hath delivered him into
thy hands. Behold the Lord siayeth the wicked to
bring forth his righteous purposes: It is better that
one inan should perish, then that a nationshould
dwindle and perish in unbelief. SERER L -
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And now, when I, Nephi, had heard these words, I
remembered the words of the Lord which he spake un-
to me in the wilderness, saying, that inasmuch as thy
seed shall keep my commundments, they shall prosper
in the land of promise. Yea, and | alse thought that
they could not keep the commandments of the Lord
according to the law of Moses, save they should have
the law. And I also knew thal the law was engraven
upon the plates of brass. And again—I knew that
the Lord had delivered Laban into my hands™for this
cause, that I might obtain the records according tohis
commandments. Therefore I did obey the voice orx
the spirit, and took Laban by the hair of the head, and
I smote off his head with his own swerd.

And after 1 had smitten off his head with his own
sword, I took the garments of Laban and put them
upon mine own body; yea, even every whit; and I
did gird on his armor about my loins. And after I
had done this, I went forth unte the treasury of La-
ban. Andasiwent forth towards the treasury of Laban,
behold 1 saw the servant of Laban who bad the keys
of the treasury. And | commanded him in the voice
of Laban, that he should go with me into the treasu-
ry; and he supposed me to be his master, lLaban, for
he beheld the garments, and also the sword girded
about my loins. And he spake unto me concerning
the elders of the Jews, he knowing thai his master
Laban had been out by night among them. And I
spake unto him as if it had been Laban. And [ also
spake unto him that I should carry the engravings
which were upon the plates of brass, to my elder breth-
ren, who were without the walls. And 1 also bade
him that he should follow me. And he supposing that
I spake of the brethren of the church, and that [ was
truly that Laban whom I had slain, wherefore he did
follow me. And he spake unto me many times con-
cerning the elders of the Jews, as I went forth unto
my brethren, who were without the walls.

And it came to pass that when Laman saw me, he
was exceedingly frightened, and also Lemuel and
Sam. And they fled from before my presence; for -
they supposed it was Laban, and that he had slain me,
and had sought to take away their lives also.

And it came to pass that I called after them, and
they did hear me; wherefore they did cease to fice
from my presence. And it came to pass that when
the sevant of Laban beheld my brethren, he began to
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and from this time henceforth and forever. And while
the angel spake thése words, I beheld and saw that the
seed of my brethren did contend against my seed, ac-
cording 1o the word of the angel; and because of the
pride of my seed, and the temptations of the devil, I
beheld that the seed of my brethren did overpower the
people of my seed,

And it came to pass that I beheld and saw the peo-
ple of the seed of my brethren, that they had overcome
my seed; and they went forth in multitudes upon the
face of the land. And I saw them gathered together
in multitudes; and I saw wars and rumors of wars
among them; and in wars, and rumors of wars, 1 saw
many generations pass away. And the angel said un-
to me, behold, these shall dwindle in unbelief.

And it came to pass that I beheld after they had
dwindled in unbelief, they became a dark and loath-
some, and a filthy people, full of idleness and all man-
ner of abominations.

And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me
saying, look! And I looked and beheld many nations
and kingdoms. And the angel said unto me, what be-
holdest thou? And I said I behold many nations and
kingdoms. And he said unto me, these are the ngg
tions and kingdoms of the Gentiles. ° '

And it came to pass that I saw among the nations of
the Gentiles the foundation of a great church. And
the angel said unto me, behold "the foundation of a
church, which is most abominable above all other
churches, which slayeth the saints of God, yea, and
tortureth them and bindeth them down, and yoketh
them with a yoke of iron, and bringeth them down in-
to caplivity.

And it came to pass that I beheld this great and
abominable church; and I saw the devil that he was
the foundation of it. And I also saw gold, and silver,
and silks, and searlets, and fine twined linen, and all
manner of precious clothing; and I saw many harlots.
And the angel spake unto me, saying, behold the gold,
and the silver, and the silks, and the scarlets, and the
fine twined linen, and the precious clothing, and the
harlots, are the desires of this great and abominable
church: and also for the praise of the world, do they
destroy the saints of God, and bring them down into
captivity. . E

And it came to pass that I looked and beheld many
waters; 'and they divided the Gentiles from the seed
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of my brethren. And it came to pass that the ange}
said unto me, behold the wrath of God is upon the
seed of thy brethren!  And I Jooked and beheld a man
among the Gentiles, who was separated from the seed
of my brethren by the many waters; and 1 beheld the
spirit of Geod, that it came down and wrought upon
the man; and he went forth upon the many waters,
even unto the seed of my brethren, who were in the
promised land. .

And it came to pass that I beheld the spirit of God,
that it wrought upon other Gentiles; and they went
forth out of captivity, upon tae many waters.

And it came to pass that I beheld many multitudes
of the Gentiles, upon the land of promise; and I be-
held the wrath of God, that it was upon the seed of
my brethren; and they were scattered before the Gen-
tiles, and were smitten. And I beheld the spirit of the
Lord, that it was upon the Gentiles; that they did
prosper, and oblain the land for their inheritance; and
I beleld that they were white, and exceeding fair and
beautiful, like unto my people, before they were slain.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that the
Gentiles who had gone forth out of captivity, did hum.
ble themselves before the Lord; and the power of the
Lord was with them; and I beheld that their mother
Gentilea were gathered together upon the waters, and
upon the land also, to battle against them; and I be-
held that the power of God was with them; and also
that the wrath of God was upon all those that were
gathered together against them to battle. And I, Ne-
phi, beheld that the Gentiles that had gone out of cap-
tivity, were delivered by the power of God, out of the
hands of all other nations.

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that they
did prosper in the land; and I beheld a book, and it
was carried forth among them. And the angel said
unto me, knowest thou the meaning of the book?—
And I said unto him, I know not. And he said, be-
hold, it proceedeth out of the mouth of a Jew: and I,
Nephi, beheld it; and he said unto me, the book that
thou beholdest, is a record of the Jews, which contains
the covenants of the Lord which he hath made unto
the house of lsrael; and it also containeth many
of the prophecies of the holy prophets; and it is a rec-
ord like unto the engravings whichare upon the plates
of brass, save there are not so many; nevertheless,
they contain the covenants of the Lord, which he hath
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the Lord God suffer that the Gentiles shall forever re-
main in thatawful state of blindness, which thou behold-
est they are in, because of the plain and most precious
parts of the gospel of the Lamb which have been kept
back by that abominable church, whose formation thou
hast seen.  Wherefore, saith the Lamb of God, 1 will
be mereiful unto the Gentiles, unto the visiling of the
remnant of the house of Israel in great judgment.

And it came to pass that the angel of the Lord spake
unte me, saying, behold, saith the Lamb of God, after
1 have visited the remnant of the house of Israel, and
this remnant of whom I speak, is the seed of thy fa-
ther; wherefore, after I have visited them in judgment,
and smitien them by the hand of the Gentiles; and af-
ter the Gentiles do stumble exceedingly, because of
the most plain aud precious parts of the gospei of the
Lamb which has been kept back, by that abominable
church, which is the mother of harlots, saith the Lamb,
I will be merciful unto the Gentiles in that day, inso-
much that I will bring forth unto them in mine own
power, much of my gospel, which shall be plain and
precious, saith the Lamb; for behold, saith the Lumb,
{ will manifest myself unto thy seed, that they shall
write many things which [ shall minister unto them,
which shall be plain and precious; and afler thy seed
shall be destroyed and dwindle in unbelief, and aleo
the seed of thy brethren; hehold, these things siiall be
hid up, to come forth unto the Gentiles, by the gift
and powerof the Lamb; and in them shall be writien
my gospel, saith the Lamb, and my rock and my sal.
vation; and blessed are they who shall seek to bring
forth my Zion at that day, tor they shall have the gift
and the power of the Holy Ghost: and if they endure
unto the end: 'they shall be lifted up at the last day,
and shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the
Lamb; and whoso shall publish peace, yea, tidings of
great joy, how beautifal upon the mountains shell they

And it camé to pass that 1 beheld the remnant of
tiie seed of my brethren, and also the book of the Lamb
of God, which had proceeded forth from the mouth of
the Jew, that it came forth from the Gentiles, unto
the remnant of the sced of my brethren; and after it
had come forth unto them, I beheld other books, which
came forth by the power of the Lamb, frora the Gen-
tiles unto them; unto the convificing of the Gentiles,
and the remnant of the seed of my brethren, and also
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God; in the kingdom of -heaven, to sit down with
Abraham, and Isaae, and with Jacob, and with all our
holy fathers, to go no more out. - And in this year
there were continual rejoicing in the Jand of Zarahem-
la, eand in.all the regions round about, even in all the
land which was’ possessed by -the Nephites. Andit
came to pass that there was peace and exneeding great
joy in the remainder of the forty and ninth year; yea,
and dlso there was continual peace and great joy in
the fiftieth year of the reign of the judges. And in the
fifty and first yearof the reign of the judges, there was
peace also, save it were the pride which began toen-
ter into-the chureh; not inte the church of God, but
into the hearts of the people who professed to belong
to the church of God; and they were lifted up in pride,
even to the persecution of many of their brethren.—
Wow this' was a‘great evil, which did cause the more
hunible part of the people to suffer great persecutions,
and to wade through much afflietion; nevertheless,
they did fast and pray ofl, and did wax strongerand
stronger in their humlity, and firmer and firmerin the
faith of Christ, utito the filling their souls with joy and
eonsolation, yeas, even to the purifying and the sanch-
fication of their hearts, which sanctification -cometh
because of their yielding their hearts unto God. And
it came 1o pass. that‘the fifty and second year ended in
peace also, mave it werethe exceeding great pride
which had gotten into the hearts of the people; and it
was because of their exceeding great riches, and their
prosperity in the land; and it did grow upon- them
fromday to day, = . - C

- And it eame to pass in the fifty and third yearof the
réign of the judges; Helaman died, and his eldest son
Nephi began 4o reign in his stead. "And it came 10
pass that he did i} the judgment seat with justice and
equity; yea, he did keep the commannments of God,
and did walk in the wdys of his fathen. -And it came
to pass in the fifty and fourth year, there were many
dissensioits in the ‘church, and there was algo a conten-
tion among the people, insomuth that there was much
bloodshed; and ‘the rebellious part were slain and dnv:
en-out of the land; and they did .go-unto the king ©
the Lamanites.’ s -+ . 6 . % S

“And it -¢anie‘to page that.they did endeavor to sif
up the Lamanites to- war-against: the Nephites; but
behold; the: Lamanites were exceeding fraid, insomuc
that'théy ‘would vot-hearken to-thewords of those diss
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yea, inscmuch that t_hey had become exceedin_g wicked;
yea, the mwore part of them had turned out of the way
of righteousneys, and-did trample under their feet the
com.nandinents of God, and did turn unto their own’
ways, and did build up unto themselves idols of their
goldl an:l Lheir silver. . o ‘

And it came to pass.that all thesainiquities did come
unto tham, in the space of not many years, insomuch
that a more part of 1t hiad conie unto them in the sixty
and seventh year of the reign of the judges oyer the
people of Nephi.  And they-did grow in their iniquities,
in the sixty and eighth year also, to the great sorrow
and lamentatjon-ot’ the righteous. ,And thus we see
that the Nephites did begin to dwingle in unbelief, and
grow in wickedness unrd abominations, while the La-
manites began to grow exczedingly in the knowledge
of theiv God; yea, they did begin to keep his statutes
and commandinents, and to walk in truth and upright-
ness bafore him.  And thus we see that the spirit of
the Lord began to withdraw from the Nephites, becauss
of the wickedness und the harduess of their hearts.
And thus we see that the Lord began to pour out his
spirit upon the Lawnanites, because of their easiness
and willingmess to believe in lis word, .

~And it came to pass that the Lamanites did hunt
the band of robbers of GGadianton; and they did preach
t:e word of God among the maore wicked part of them,
tasamuch that this band of robbers was utterly destroy-
ed from among the Lamanites. -And it came to pass
on the other hand, that the Nephites did build them up
and support them, beginning at the more wicked part
of them, unti] they had overspread all the land of the -
nghites, and had seduced the more part of the right-
eous. until they had ‘come down to believe in their
warks, and partake or their spoils, and to join with
them in their secret murders and combinations. And
thus they did obtain the sole munagement of: the g6-
vernmenl, insomuch that they did trample under their.
feet, and smite, and rend, and turn their backs upon
the poor, and the meek, and the humble followers of

. And thys we see that they were in an awful
State, and ripening for an everlasting destruction..
And. it caine to,pass that thus eunded the sixty and, -
elfghth l1:::3,1- of the, reign of the judges over the people:
oiN.’epvi“ : e ' ' .
faoo 08 '
W oy Co . . ' Lt tn ke
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CHAPTER 1L
THE PROPHECY OF NEPH],
THE SON OF HELAMAN. -

God threatens the people of Nephi, that he will wisit them
in his anger, to their uller desiruction, excépt they fe.
pent of their ivickedness. God smiteth the people of
Nephi with pestilence; they repent and turn unto him,
Samuel, a Lamanite, prophesies unto the Nephites.

Benoun, now it came to pass in the sixty and ninth

ear of the reign of the judges over the people of the
{lephites, that Nephi, the son of Helaman returned to
the land of Zarahemla, from the land northward: for
he had been forth among the people who were in the
land northward, and did preach the word of God unto
them, and did prophesy many things unto them; and
they did reject all his words, insomuch that he could
not stay among them, but returned again unto the land
of his nativity; and seeing the people in a state of such
awful wickedness, and those Gadianton robbers filling
the judgment seats; having usurped the power and au-
thority of the land; laying aside the commandiments of
God, and not in the least aright before him: doing no
justice unto the children of men; condemning the right-
eous because of their righteousness; letting the guilty
and the wicked go unpuished, because of their money;
and moreover, to be held in office at the head of govern-
ment, to rule and do according to their wills, that they
might get gain and glory of ‘the world; and moreoves
that they might the more easy commit adultery, and
steal, and kill, and do according to their own wills.
Now tliis great iniquity had come upon the Nephites,
in the space of not many years; and when Nephi sav
it, his heart was swollen with sofrow within his breast;
and he did exclaim in the agony of his soul, O that]
could have had my days, in the dayg®when my father
Nephi first came out of the land og Jerusalem, that [
could have joyed with him in the promised land: thes
were his people easy 1o be entreated, firm to keep the
commandments of God, and slow to be led to do ini
quity:. and they'were giick fo hearken unto the words
of the Lérd; ‘yea, if my days could have been in them
days, then would my soul have .had joy in the right-
eousness of my brethren. But behold, T am cohsigned
that these are my days,:and that my soul shall be
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hold 'this great tcity; ‘and" also all those great cities
which are round about, which aré in Lhe land of our
possession, shall be taken away; that ye shall have no
place in them, for behold, the Lord will not grant unto
you strength, as ‘he has hitherto ‘done, to.withstand
against your enemies. For behold, thus saith the
Lord, I will nou shew into the wicked ofuny strength,
1o one more than the other, save it be unto those whe
refient of ‘their-sins, and hearken untotmy words;
now thereforel would that ye-should behold, my breth.
ren, that it shall be better for the Lamanjtes than for
you;except ye shall repent; for behold they are more
righteous than you; for they have .not sinned against
that great knowledge which ye have received; there-
fore the Lord will be mercifal unto them: yea, hewill
lengthen out their deys and: inerease iheir seed, even
when thou shalt be utterly ‘destroyed, except thou shalt
repenit; yea, wo be unto you becauscof. that great
abomination which has come among you;iand ye bave
united yourselves unto it, yea, to 1hat secret band
which - was established by Gadianton; yea, wo shall
come unts you because of that pride which ye have
suffered to enter your heats, which has lifted you up
beyond that which is' good because of your exceeding
great riches: yva, wo be unto beeause of your wicked:
ness and abominations. - And except ye repent, ¥¢
shall perish; yea, even your lands shall be taken from
you, and ye shall be destroyed from off the face of the
earth. Behold now [ domnot say that these things shall
be, of myself, because it.is not of myself. that I know
these things; but behold; | know that these things are
true, because the Lord God has made them kuown
unto me: therefore I testify that they shall be. -
And now it came to pass that when Nephi-had sai¢
these words, behold there were men who were judges,
who also belonged to the secrét band of Gadianter,
and they were angry: and they cried out against him,
saying unto the people, why do ye not seize upon this
man and bring him. forth, that he may be condemned
according to the ¢rims which he has done? Why seest
this man, and hearest. him revile against this people,
and aguinst our law?\ For behold, Nephi'had spoken
unto Thein concerning the corruptness of their kWi
yea, many things-did Nephi speak -which cannot
written;'and nothing did he speak 'which was:contraty
%oxthe :commandments -of God:' ~And: those judges
were angry:-with:him bécavise he spake plain unto.them
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concerning their! secret works of darkness; neverthe-
less thay durst not lay their own hands upon him; for
they feared the peogle, lest they.should cry out against
them: tharafore they did cry unto the poople, saying,
why do ye suffer this man to revile dgainst us? * For
behold, s doth condemn all’ this people, even unto
destruction; yea, end also that these our great cities
shall b2 taken from us, that we shall have no placedn
them,” And now'we know that this is bnpossible; for
beholdl e are powertul; and our cities great; -therefore
our enaihies can have no powerover us.  And it came
to pass that thus they did -stir up the people to anger
against N2phi; and raised contenlions among them;
for théere wer2 some who did cry out, let thiz man
along, for he is n.good man, and those things which
he saith will surely come to pass exsept we repent:
ea, behold all the Jndgments will gome upon us which
e has testified unto us; ifor we know that he has tes-
tified aright unto us concerning our iniquitics. And
behold they ave many: and he knowelh as well all
things which shall beful us as he knoweth of out'ini-
quities: ‘yea, and behold if he had not been a’ prophet
he could not have tesiified concerning those things.
And it came to pass that those people who sought to
destroy Nephi, were compelled because of their fear,
that they did not lay their hands on him. Therefore
he began again to speak unto them, seeing that he had
gained favor'in the eyes of some; insomuch that the
remainder of them did fear. Therefore he was con-
strained to speak more unto them, saying, belold my
brethren, have ye not read that God gave power unto
one man, even ‘Moses, to smite upon the walers of the
Red Sea, and they purted hither and thither, insomuch
that the Israelites, who were our fathers, came through
upon dry:ground, and the waters closed upon the ar-
miés of the Egyptians, and swallowed them up? ~
And now belrold, if Grod, gave unto this man sach
power, then why should ye dispute among yourselves,
and say that he hath given unto me no power where-
by I may know concerning the judgments that shall
come upon. you except ye repent? Rut behoid,. ye not
only deny my words, but ye also deny all the words
which hath ‘been spoken by our fathers, and also the
worde which were spoken by this man, Moses, who
tad such gront power given dato him; yea, the words
which -he “hath spoken concermng’ the coming :of: the

Messiali  Yea, did: he ' not bear ecord, that the Son
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heaven, and all things which are in the earth, asa .
witness that they are trae. But behold, ye have re-
jected the ttuth, and rebetled ‘against your holy God;
and even al this tims, instead of laying up for your-
selves treasures in heaven, where nothing doth cor-
rapt,-and where nothing can eome which is unclean,

ye are heaping up for yourselves wrath against the
day of judgment; yea, even at this time ye are ripen-
ing, because of your murders, and your fornieation
and wickedness, for everlasting destruction; yea, and
except ye repent, it will come untéo you soon; yea,
behold it is now even at your doors; yea, go ye in an-

1o the judgment seat, and search; and behold, your
judge 18 murdered, and he lieth in his blood; and he
bath bgen murdered. by his” brother, wlo seeketh to
sit in the judgment seat. And- behold, they both be-
long to your secret band, whose author is Gadianton,
and the evil one who-seeketh to destroy the souls of *
men, : -
Behold now it came to pass that when Nephi had
spoken these words, certain men 'who were among’
them ran to the judgment seat; yea, even there were
five who went: and they said among themselves, as
théy went, behold, now we will know of a!purety,
whether thisman be a prophet, and God hath com-
manded him te prophesy such marvelons things unto
us. Bshold we do not hzlieve that he bath; yea, we
do not believe that he is a prophet; nevertheless, ift
this thing which he has said concerning the chief °
judge be true; that he be dead, then will ‘we believe
that the other words whick he has spoken are trae.
And it came to pass that they ran in their might, and. -
came in wito the judgment seat; and behold the chief ",
Judge had fallen to the eirth, and did lie in his blood,”
And'now behold, when they saw thiz, they were as- *
tonished exceedingly, insomuoh that they fell to the
carth; for they had not believed the words which Ne-
phi had spoken concerning the chief judge; but new
when they saw they bélieved, and fear came upon’ .
them, lest alt the judgments which Nephi had spoken-
sould come. upon the people; therefore they did
quake, and Had fallen to the earth. Now immediates

ly when the judge had-been murdered: he being stab- -
bed by his brother, by a garb of secrecy; and the fled,
dnd the servante ran and fb,l(_i‘ the people, raising the =
cry of ‘murdéy-among ‘them.” “And-behold the people &
did gather theniselves togethier utita theé“place  of ‘the -
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judgment seat; and behold, to their astonishment,
they saw those five men who Lad fallen to the earth,
And now behold, the people knew nothing concerning
the mullitude who bad gathered together at the gar-
den of Nephi; therelore they suld among theiuselves,
these men are lhgy who liave iurdered the judge,
and God ‘has sitten. tbem that they could not iee
from us., - o )
And it camo to pass that they laid hold on them,
and DLound them, and cast them -info prison. And
there was a proclamatiof sent abroud. that. the judge
was slain, and that the murderers had been takep, and
were cast inlo prison. And it came to pass that on
the morrow, the people did assemble thewselves. to.
gether to mourn and 'to fast, at the buria} of the great
chief judge, who had been slain.. And thus were also
those judges who were at the garden of Nephi, and
~ heard his words, were also gathered together at the
< burial. o S
And it came to pass that they inquired amnong.the
people, saying, where are the: five who were sent to
inquire concerning the chief judge whether be was
dead?  And they answered and said, "concesning this
five whom ye sny ye have sent, we know not; but
there are five, wha.are the murderers, whom we have
cast into prison. And it came Lo pass that the judges
desired that they should be brought; and they.were
brought, and behold they were the five who were sent;
and beheld the judges inquired of them to know cone
carning the matter, and they told them all that they
had done, saying, we ran and came to.dhe place of the
judgment, and when we saw all things, even as Nephi
had testified, we were astohished, insomuch. that we
fell to, the earth; and. when_ we. were recovered fiom
our astonishment, behold they cast va into prison.—~
Now as for the murder,of this man, we knaw not who
has done jt, and ouly this much we know, we ran and
came according as ye desired, and behold he was dead
according.to the words of Nephi. Cae
And now it came 1o pass, that.the judges did. ex-
pound the matter unto the people, and did ery out
against Nephi, saying, behiold we know that this Ne-
. phi must have agreed with some one to slay the judge,
and then. he might declare it unto us, that he might
econvert us.unto his faith, that he might raise himself
510 be n great-man, chosen of God,,and & irophef‘-.and
+ now behold we will detect this sign, and he shall.con-
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find blood upon the skirts of his cloak.« And when
ye have seen this, ye shall say, from whence ‘cometh
this blood? Do we not’ know thdt i is the blood of
your brother? And then-shall he*tremble, and shail
look pale, even as if deaih’bad come upon him. And
then shall ye say, because of this fear and this pale.
ness whkich has come upon your face, hehold, we
know that thou art guilty. And then shall greater
fear come tdpon him; and then shall he confess unto
you, and deny no more that he has done this murder.
And then shall he say unto you, that.I, Nephi, know
nothing concerning the matler, save it were given un-
to me by the power of God. And then shall ye know
that I amx an honest may, and that I am sent unto you
from God. -

And it came to pass that they went and -did, even
according as Nephi had said unto them. And behold,
the words which he had said, were true; for accord-
ing to the words, he did deny; and also according to
the words he did confess. And he was brought to
prove that he himself was thé very wmurderer, inso-
much that the five were set at liberty; and also was
Nephi, And there were some of the Nephites who
believed on the words of Nephi; and there were some
also, who believed, because of the testimony of the
five, for they had been converted while they werein
prison. And now there were some among the peo-
ple, who said that Nephi was a prophet; and there
were others who said, behold, he is a god, for except
he was a god, he could not know of all things. For
behold, he has told us the thoughts of pur hearts, and
also has told us things; and even he has brought unte
our knowledge the true murderer of our chief judge.

And it came to pass that there arose a divigion
among the people, insomuch that they divided hither
and thither, and went their ways, leaving Nephi
alone, as he was standing in the midst of them. Aqd
it came to pass that Nephi went his way towards his
own house, ponderihg upon the things which the
Lord bad shewn unto him. And it came to pass a3
he was thus pondering,—being much cast -down be-
cause of the wickedness of the people of the Nephites,
their secret works of darkness, and their murderings,
and their plunderings, and all manner of iniquities—
and it came to pass as he was thus pondering in his
heart, behold;'a voice came unto him, saying, blessed
art thou, Nephi, for those things which thou hast

-
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done; for [ have beheld how thou hast with unweary-
ingness declared the word which I haye given uyato
thee, unito this people. And thou hast not feared
them, and hast not sought thine ewn life, but have
sought my will, and to keep my commandments. And
now because thou hast done this with such unweary-
ingress, behold, I will bless thee forever; and [ will
make thee mighty in word and in deed, in faith and
in works; yea, even that ail things shall be done unto
thee according to thy word, for thou shall not ask that
which is contrary to my will. Beheld, thou art Ne-

hi, and I am God. Behold, I declare it unto thee
in the presence of mine angels, that ye shall have
power over this people, and shall smite the earth with
famine, and with pestilence, and destruction, accord:
ing to the wickedness of this people. Behold, I give
unto you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on
earth, shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever ye
shall loose om earth, shall be loosed in heaven; and
thus shall ye have power among this people. And
thus, if ye shall say unto this temple, it shall be rent
in twain, it shall be done. " And if ye shall say
unto this mountain, be thou cast down and become
smooth, ‘it shall be done. And behold, if ye shall
say, that God shall smite this people, it shall come to
pass. And now behold, I command you that ye shall
io and declare unto this people, that thus saith the

ord God, who is the Almighty, except ye repent, ye
ehall be smitten, even unto destruction.

And behold, now it came to pass that .when the
Lord had spoken these words unto Nephi, he did stop,
and did not go unto his own house, but did return un-
to the multitudes who were scatlered about uypon the
face of the land, and began to declare unto them the
word of the Lord, which had been spoken unto him
c?ncerniu§ their destruetion, if they did not repent.
Now behold, notwithstanding that great miracle which
Nephi had done in telling them concerning the death
of the thief judge, they did barden their heaits, and
did not hearken unto the words of the Lord; therefore
Nephi did declare unto them the word of the Lord,
saying, exeept ye repent, thus saith the Lord, ye shall
be gmitten even unto destruction. And it.came te
pass that when Nephi had declared unto them the
word, heliald, they (ﬁd .8till harden their hearis, and
would not hearken unto his words; therefore they did
revile againgt him, and.did séek to lay their hands
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per(i;h by thousands, in the more wicked parts’ of the
hn . [t
And it came to pass that the people saw that they
were about to perish by famine, and they began to rze-
member the Lord their God; and they began to re-.
member the words of Nephi. And the people began
te plead with their chief judges and their leaders, that
they. would say unto Neph, behold, we know that
thou art o _man of God, and therefore cry unte the
Lord our Grod, that he turn awvay from us this famine,
lest all the words which thou hast spoken concerning
our desiruction, be fulfilled.. And it caine to pass
that the judges did say unto Nephi, according to the
words which had been desired. And it caine to pass
that when Nephisaw that the people had repented,
and did humble themselves in sackeloth, he cried
egain unto the Lord, saying, O Lerd, behold this peo-
ple repenteth; and they have swept away the band
of Gadianton from amongst them, insomuch that they
bave become extinct, and they have concealed their
secret plans in the earth. Now, O ‘Lord, because of
this their hamility, wilt thou turn away-thine anger,
andlet thine anger be appeased in the destruction of
those wicked men whom thou hast already destroyed?
0 Lord, wilt thou turn away thine anger, yea, thy
fierce anger, and cause that this famine may cease in
this land?. O Lord, wilt thon hearken unto me, and
cange that it may be done according.to my words, and
send forth rain upon the face of the earth, that she
may bring forth her fruit and her grain, in the season
of grain? ~ O Lord, thou didst hearken unto my words
when [ said, let there be a famine, that the pestilence
of the sword might cease; and I know that thou wilt,
even al this time, hearken unto my words, for thou
said, ghat if this péople repent, 1 will spare them;
geﬂi O Lord, and thou seest that they have repented,
ecause of the famine, aud the pestilence and destruc-
tion which has come unto them. And now, O Lord,»:
Wwilt thou turn away thine anger, and t1y again if they
will gerve thee? And if so, O Locd, thou canst bless
them accardiug to thy words which thou hast said.

And it came to pass that in-the. seventy and sixth
year, the Lord did turn away his anger from the peo-
Ple, and caused that rain should fall upen the earth,
idsomuch that it did bring forth her fruit in theseasen
of. her fruit, And it came to pass that it did bring

rth her grain, in the secson of her grain, And be-
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hold, the people did rejoice,,and glorify God, and the
whole face of the land was filled with rejoicing; and
they did iro more seek {o destroy Nephi, but they did
esteem him as a great prophet, and a man-of God,
having great power and authority given unto him from
God. nd behold, Leli, his brother, was not a whit
behind himn as to things pertaining to righteousness,
And thus it did come 1o pass that the people of Nephi
began to prosper-again in the land, and began to build
up their waste places, and began to multiply and
gpread, even until they did cover the whole face of the
land, both on the northward and on the southward,
from the sea west, to the sea east. And it came to
pass that the seventy and sixth year did end in peace.
And the seventy and seventh year began in peace;
and the church did spread thoughout the face of all
the Jand: and the more part of the people, both the
Nephites and the Lamanites, did belong to the church;
and they did have exceeding great peace in the land,
and thus ended the seventy and seventh year. And
also they had peace in the seventy and eighty year,
save it were a few contentions concerning the points
of doctrine which had been laid down by the prophets.
And in the seventy and ninth year, there began to be
much strife. But it came to pass that Nephi and Le-
hi, and many of their brethren, who knew concerning
the true points of doctrine, having many revelations
daily, therefore they did preach unto the people, ingo-
much that they did put an end to their strife in that
same year. ) .

- And it cama to pass that in the eightieth year of the
reign of the judges over the people of Nephi, there
were a certain number of the dissenters from the peo-
ple of Nephi, who had some years before gone over
unto the Lamanites, and took upon themselves the
name of Lamanites; and also, a certain number who
were real descendants of the Lamanites, being.stirred
up to anger by them, or by -those dissenters, therefore
they commenced a war with their brethren. And
they did commit murder and plunder; and then they
would retreat back into the mountains, and into the
wilderness and secret places, hiding. themselves that
they, could not ‘be discovered, receiving duily an addi-
tion to their numbers, inasmuch as there wére dissenl-
ers that went forth-unto. them; and thus in time, yes,
even in the space.of- not.many years, they. became al
exceeding great band of robbers;. and they.did search

.
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goodoess, doth bless and prosper those who put their
trust in him; yea, and we may see at the very timg
when he doth prosper his people; yes, in the increass
of their fields, .their flocks, and thejr herds, and in
gold, and in silver, and in all manner of precious things
of every kind, and art; sparing their lives,‘and deliv
ering them out of the hands of their enemies; soften.
ing the hearts of their.enemies, that they should not
declare warg against them; yea, and in fine, doing all
things for the welfare’ and happiness of his people;
yea, then ig the time that they do harden their hearts,
and do forget the Lord their God, and do trample un-
der their feet the Holy One; yea, and this because of
their ease, and their exceeding greal prosperity. And
thus we see, that except the Lord doth chasten his
people with many afflictions, yea, except he doth visit
them with death, and with terrox, and with famine,
and with all manner of -pestilences, they will'not re-
member.him. O how foeligh, and how vain, and how
evil, and devilish, and how quick to do iniquity, and
how slow to do good, are the children of mien; yea,
bow quick to hearkeir unto the words of the evil one,
and to” set their hearis upon the vain things of the
world; yea, how quick to be lifted up in pride; yes,
how quick to boast, and do all manner of that wlich
is iniquity;. and how slow are they to remember the
Lord their God, and Lo give ear unto his ceunsels;
yea, how slow to walk in wisdom’s paths! .Behold,
they do not desire that the Lord their God, who hath
created them, should rule and reign over them, not-
withstanding his great goodness and his mercy towards
them; they do set-at nought his counsels, and they
will not tha{ he should be their guide. O how great
is the nothingness of* the &:ildfen of men; yea, even
they are less than 'the dust of the eartl. For behold,
the dust of the earth movyeth hither and thithier, to the
dividing asunder, at the command of our great and ev-
erlasting God; yea, behold, at his voice-doth the hills
and the;mountains trembleand quake; and by thé pow-
er of his voice they are broken up, and become smooth,
yea, even like unto, a’'valley; yea, by the power of his
voice doth the whole earth shake; yea, by the power
of his voice, doth the foundations rock, even to the
very center; yea, and if he say unto the earth, move,
it 18 moved; yea, if he say unto the earth, thoo
shalt go back, that:it lengthen out the day for man

hours,i;it- is done;-and thus: according to his wor
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| THE PROPHECY OF SAMUEL, THE
LAMANITE, TO THE NEPHITES. »
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AND now it came {o pass in the eighty and sixth
year, the Nephites did still remain in wickedness, yea,
in great wickednegs, while the Lamanites did observe
strictly to keep the commandments of God, according
to the law of Moses. And itcame to pass that in this
year, therewas one .Samuel, a Lamanite, came into

.the lapd of Zarahemla, and began to. preach unto the ;

“people. And it came to pass-that he did preach many
days, repentance unto the people, and they did cast
him.out, and he was about to return to-his own land,
But behold, the voice of the Lord came unto him,
that he should return again, and proyhesy. unto the
people whatsoever things should come into his heart.

And it came to pass Lhat they would not suffer that
he should enter into the city; therefore he went and
got upon the wall thereof, and siretched forth his
hand and cried with a loud veice, and prophesied unlo
the people. whatsoever things the Lord put into his
heart; and he .said unto them, behold, I, Samuel, a
Lamanite, do speak the words of the Lord whichhe
doth put into my heart; and behold he hath put it in-
to my heart to say ‘unto this’people, that the sword of
justice hangeth over this people; and four hundred
years passeth not away save the sword of justice fall
eth upon this people: yea, heavy destruction awaiteth
this people, and it surely cometh unto this people, and
nothing can save this people, save it be repentance
and faith on the Lord Jesus Christ, who surely shall
come into the world, and shall suffer many things, asd
shall be slain for his people. And behold, an angel o]
the Lord hath declared it unto me, and he did bring
glad tidings to-my soul. And behold, I was sent unto
you to declare it unto you also, that ye might hav
glad tidings; but behold ye would not receive me,
therefore thusd saith. the Lord, because of the hardness
of'the hearts of the people of the Nephites, except they
repent I will take away my word, from them, and I
will withdraw my spirit from them, and I will suffex
them no longer, and I will turn the hearts of their
brethren against therm; and four hundred years shall
not pass away, before I will cauge that they shall b¢

3 -
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smitten; yea, I will visit thew with the® sword, and
with famine, and with pesti'ence; yea, I will visit
them in my fieree'gnger, and there ghall be those of
the fourth generation, who shall live, of your enemies,
to behold your utter destruetion; and this shall surely
come, excepl ye repent, saith the Lord: and those
of the fourth generation shall visit your destruction.—
Butif ye will repent and return wnto .the Lord your
God, I will turn away mine anger saith the Lord; yea,
thus saith the Lord, blessed are they who will repent
and turn unto me, but wo unto him that repenteth
not; yéa, wo umo this great city of Zarahemlia; for
behold it is because of those who are righteous, that it
issaved; yes, wo unto this great eity, for 1 perceive,
saith the Lord, that there are many, yea, even the
miore part of this great city that will harden their hearts
against me saith the Lord. But blessed are they who
will repent, for them will I spare. But behold if it
were not for the righteous who are in this great city,
behold I would cause that fire should come down out
of heaven, and destroy it. But behold, it is for the
righteous’ sake, that it ie spared. But behold, the
time cometh, saith the Lord, that when ye shall cast
out the righteous from among you, then shall ye be
nipe for destruection; yea, wo be' unta this great city,.
because of the wickedness and abominations which are
in her; yea, and wo be unto the éity of Gideon, for
the wickedness and abominations which are in her;
fm, and wo be unto all the cities which are in the
aud round about, which are possessed by the Nephites,
because of the wickedness and abominations which are
In them; and behold, a curse shall come upon the
land, saith the Lord of Hosts, because of the people’s
sake -‘who are upon the land; yea, because of their
wickedness and their’abominations. b
* And it shall come to pass, saith the Lord of Hosts,
i yer, our great and true God, that whoso s}mlll hide up
treasures in the earth, shall find them again no more,
becauge of the great curse of theland, save he be a
fighteous man, and shall hide it up unto the Lord, for
I'will smith ‘the Lord, that they shall hide up their
Ureasures unto me; and cursed be they who hide not
up their treasures nnto me; for none hideth up theix
ures unto me save it be the righteous; and he
that hideth not.up his treasirea unto me, cursed is he,
ind also, the treasure, and none ghall redeem it because
of thé curee ofithe Jandi» And.the day shall come-that

E
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silver, and ye will clothe him with costly apparel; and
because he speaketh flattering words unto you, and he
gaith that ellis well, then ye will not find. fault
with him. O ye wicked and ye perverse generation;
ye hardened and ye stiffnecked people, ‘how long will
e suppose lhat the Lord will suffer you: yea, how
{ong will ye suffer yourselves to be led by foolish and
blind guides; yea, how loig will ‘ye choose darkness
rither than light; yea, behold the anger of the Lord is
already kindled against you; behold, he hath cursed
" the Yand, because of® your iniquity; and behold, the
time cometh that he curseth your riches, that it be.
comethslippery, that ye cannot hold them; and in the
days of your poverty ye cannot retain them; and in
the days of your poverty, ye shall ery unto the Lord;
ard in vain sball ye cry, for your desolation is already
come upon you, and your destruction is made sure;
and then shall ye weep and howl in that day, saith
the Lord of Hosts, And then shall ve lament, and
g2y, O that I had repented, and had not killed the
prophets, and stoned them, and cast them out; yes,
in that day ye shall say, O that we had remembered
the Lord our God, in the day that he gade us our
riches, and then they would not have become slippery,
that we should lose them: for behold, our riches are
gone from us. Behold, we lay a tool here, and on the
morrow-it iz gone; and behold, our swords are taken
from us in the day we have sought them for battle.w
Yen, we have hid up our treasures, and they have slip-
! ped away from us, because of the curse of the land.—
- Othat we had repented in the day that the word of
the Lord came unté us; for behold the land is cursed,
aadall things are become slippery, and we cannot hold
them. Behold we are surrounded by demons; yea, we
tre encircled about by the angels of him who hath
sught - to destroy our souls. Behold, our iniquities
are great. Q Lord, canat thou not turn away thine
unger from us? And thia shall be your language in
ose-days, But behold, yourdays” of .probation are
Past; ye have procrastinated the day of your salvation,
until it ig everlastingly too late, and your destruction
thade ‘sure; yea, for ye have' sought all the days of
K:ur lives for that which yo could not obtain; and ye
v sought for happiness in doing iniquity, which
thing is contrary to the nature of that rightecusness
;.hl‘\} 18 - our great and Eternal Head.© O ye feoplo'
‘Ao tind, that Ye wauld hear my words. /Aad I pray
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that the anger of the Lord be turned away from you,
and that ye would repent and be saved.

And now it came to pass that Samuel, the Lamanite,
did prophesy a great many more things whicl cannot
be written.  And beheld, he gaid unto them, behold, |
give unto you a sign: for five years more cometh, and
behold, then cometh the Son of God to redeem all
those who shall believe on his name. And behold,
this will I give unto you for z sign at the time’of his
coming; for behold, there shall be great lightsin heay-
en, insomuch that in the night betore he cometh, there
shall be no darkness, insomuch that it shalkappear un-
to man as if it was day; therefore there shall be one
day and a night, and a day, as i’ it were one day, and
there were no night; and this shall be unto you fora
sign; for ye shall know of the rising of the sun, and
also of its selting; therefore they shall know of a sure-
ty that there shall be two days and a night; neverthe.
less the night shall not be darkened; and it shall be
the night before he is born, And behold there shaila
new star arise, such an -one as ye never have beheld;
and this alsp shall be a sign unto you. And behold
this is not all, there shall be many signs snd wonders
in heaven. And it shall cometo pass that ye shall all
be amazed, and wonder, insomuch that ye shall fali to
the earth. And it shall come to pass that whosoever
shall believe on the Son of God, the same shall have
everlasting life. And behold, thus hath the Lord
commanded me, by his angel, that I should come and
tell this thing unto you; yea, he hath command
that I should prophesy these things unto you; yes, he
hath said unto me, cry unte this people, repent and
prepare the way of the Lord. And now because Jam
a Lamanite, “and' have spoken unto you the word
which the Lord hath' commanded me, and because #
wae hard against you, ye are angry with me, and 0
seek to destroy .me, and have cast me out from amodg

ou. And ye shall hear my words, for, for this intent

have come up upon the walls of this city, thaty?
might licar and know of the judgments of God whicb
do await you because of yaur iniquities, and also thal
ye-might know the sonditions of repentance; and also
that ye mijght know of  the coming of Jesus Chrish
the Son of God, the Father of heaven and of earth
the Creator of all things, from .the baginning; ad
that ye might know of the signy of his coming, to ¢
intent that ye might believe on his name,, And if 3¢
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height thereof is great. And many highways shall be
broken up, and many cities shall become desolate, ang
many graves shall be opened,.and shall yield up many
of their dead; and many saints.shall appear unto ma.
ny. And behold thus hath the angel spoken unto me;
for he said unto me, that there should be thunderings
and lightnings for the space of many hours; and he
said uito me that while the thunder and the lightning
lasted, and the tempest, that these things should be,
aud that darkness should cover the face of the whole
earth, for the space of three days. And the angel said
unto me that many shali see greater things than these,
to the intent that they might believe that these signs
and these wonders should come to pass, upon all the
face of this land; to the intent that there should be no
cause for unbelief amoug the children of men; and this
to the intent that whosoever will believe, miglit be sa-
ved, and that whosoever will not believe, a righteous
Judgment might come upon them; and also if they are
condemned, they bring upon themselves iheir own
condemnation. And now remember, remember, my
brethren, that whosoever perisheth, perisheth unto
himselt; and whosoever dosth iniquity, doeth it unto
himself; for behold ye are ‘free; ye are permitted to
act for yourselves; for behold, God hath given unto
you a knowledge, and he hath made youfree; hehath
given unto you that ye might know good from evil,
and he hath given unto you that ye might choose lift

or death, and ye can do goodand be restored unto that

which'is good, or have that whicl is good restored un-

e

to you; or ye can do evil, and have that which is evil :
restored unto you. And now my beloved bretlren, '

behold, I declare unto you that except ye shall repent,
your houses shall be left unto you desolate; yea, ex-
cept ye repent, your women shall have great causety
mourn in the day that -they shall give suck: for y¢
shall attempt to flee, and. there shall be no place for
refuge; yea, and wo unto them which are with child,
for they shall be heavy, and cannot flee; therefore
they shall be trodden down, and shall be lefl to perish

ea, wo unto this people who are called the people of

ephi, except they shall repent when they shall sceall
these signs and wonders which shall be showed unto
them; t%rbehold, they have been a chosen people 0
the Lord; yea, the people of Nephi hath he loved, and
also hath he chastened them; yea, in the days of thelr
iniquities heth he chastened them, because ‘he lovetd

. )
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them. But behold my.brethren; the Lamanites hath
he hated, becanse their dee'ds have. been evil ¢ontinu-
ally; and.this.because of the iniquity of the tradition
of their fathers.- Bat behold, salvation hath come un-
to them, throdgh the preaching of the Nephites; and
for this intent "hath the Lord prolonged their'days.—
Andd would:that ye should behold that the more part
of them are in the path of their duty, apd they do walk
circumspectly before God, and they do observe to keep
his commandments, and his statutes, 'and his judg-
ments, according to thélaw of Moses. Yea, I say un-
to you, that-the more. part of them. are doing this, apd
they are striving, with unwearied diligence, that the
may bring the rémainder of their brethren to the knowl-
edge of the truth; therefare there are many who do
add to their numnbers daily. And behold ye do know
of yourselves, for ye have witnessed it, gyat as many
of:them. as are brought to the knowledge of the truth,
aud to know of the wicked and abominable traditions
of their fathers, and are ied to believe the holy scrip-
tures, yea, the prophecies of the boly prophets, which
are wrilten, which.leadeth them to faith on the Lord,
andunto repentance, which faith and repentance bripg~
etha change of heart uito them; therefore as many
as have come to this, ye know of yourselves, are firm
and steadfast in the faith; and in the thing wherewith
they have.been mude free. Aund ye know also that
they have buried their weapons:of war, and they feax
totake them up, lest. by any means they should sin;-
yea, ye can:azee. that they fear to-sin; for beheld, they
will suffer shemselves thiat they be. trodden down and
sloin. by their enemies, and. wilk not lift their- swords
ageinst them; -and this becanse of their faith in Christ.-
And now becauee of their- steadfastness when they do
believe -in that thing which they do believe;. for be-
cause of their firmness-when they are once enlighten-
ed; behold the Lord sball bless them and prolong their
¥8;-notwithstanding their iniquity;: yea, even if they
should-dwindle in unbelief, the iord,, shall prolong
their. days until the lime shall come which hath heen
spoken ‘of by our fathers, and also by the. prophet Ze~
nok,;and many-other prophets, concerning the restora
tonof/our .brethren, the Lamanites again,. to. the
h“""ledge_, of the truth;. yea, F-say. unto you, thatin
the latter times, the promised of the Lord.hath been
extended.to ourbrethren, the Lamanites; and notwith-

¥
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standing the many afiliclions which “they shall have,
and notwithstanding ‘they shall be driven to and fro.
upon the face of the earth, .and be hunted, and shall
be smitten and scattered abroad, having no place for
refuge, the Liord shall be merciful unto them; and this
is according to the prophecy, that they shall be brought
to the true knowledge,, which is ‘the knowledge of
their Redeemer, and their great-and true Shepherd,
and be numbared among his sheep. Therefore I say
unto you, it shall be better for them than for you, ex-
cept ye repent. For behold, had the mighty works
been shewn unto them which have been shewn unto

ou; yea, unto. them who-have-dwindled in unbelief
recause of the traditions of their fathers; ye can see of
yourselves, that they never would aguin have dwindled
in unbelief; therefore, saith the Lord, I will not utter.
ly destroy them, but I' will cause that in the day of
my wisdom, they shall' return again unto me, saith
the Liord.- Amd now behold, saith the Lord, concern.
ing the people of the Nephites, if they will not repent,
and observe to'do my will, I will utterly destroy them
saith the Lord; beécause of their unbelief, notwithstan.
ding the many mighty works which T have done
among them; and as Wrei{l;as the Lord liveth, shall
these things be, szith the Lord :

And now it came to pass that there were many who
heard the words of Samuel, the Lamanite, which he
spake upon the wallsof the city. And as many asbe-
lieved on his word, went forth and sought for Nephi;
and when they had come forth and found him, they
confessed -unto'bim theirsins and denied not, desiring
that they might be baptized unto the Liord, Bulas
many as there were who did not believe in the words
of Samuel, were angry with him; and they cast stones
at him upon -the wall, and also many shut arrows at
him, as lie stood upon the wall; bat the spirit of the
Lord was with'him, ingomuch that they could not hit -
him with- their stones; neither with' their arrows—-
Now when they saw. this, that they conld not hit him,
there were many more who did’believe on - his words,
insomuch ‘that they went away nnto:Nephi to be bap-
tized. Forbebold, Nephi was baptizing, and prophe:
sying, and préaching, erying rapentance unto the peo-
plé; shewing signy and wonders;* working miracles
among ‘the pegﬁ ¢, that they might know that thé
Christ ‘must. shortly come; telling them .ol .things
which must shortly come, that they might know and
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remember at.the time of their coming -that they "had
peen made koown unto them beforehand, to the in-
tent that they might believe: therefore as many as be-
lieved on the words of Samuel, went forth unio him
to be baptized, for-they came repenting.and confessing

their sins. But the more part of them did not believe.

-

in the words of Samuel;, therefore when they saw that .
they could not hit him with their stones and their ar- *

rows, they cried out unio their captzins, saying, take
this fellow- and bind him, for behold, ke hath a.devil;
and because of the power of the devil which is in him,
we cannot hit him with our stonea and our arrows;
therefore take him and bind him, and away with him.
And as they went forth to lay their hands on him, be-
hold, he did cast himeelf down from the wall, and did
flee out of their lands, yea, even unto his own country,
and began to preach and to prophesy among his own
people. And behold, he was never heard of mere
among the Nephites; and thus were the affairs of the
people. And thus ended the eighty and sixth year of
the reign of the judges over the people of Nephi. And
thus ended, also, the eighty and seventh year of the
reign of the judges, the more partof the people remain-
ing in their pride and wickedness; and the lesser part
walking more circomspectly, before God. And
were the conditions also, in the eighty and eighth year
of the reign of the judges. And there was but httle
8lteration. in the affairs of the people, save it were the
people began to. be more hardened in iniquity, and do
more and more of that which was contrary to the com-
mandments of. God, in the eighty and ninth year of
the reign of the judges. oo o
But it came- to pass in the ninetieth year of the
ragn.of the judges, there were great sigus given unto
the people, and wonders; and the words of the pro-
phets began to be fulfilled; and angels did appear unto
men, wise men, and did declare unto them glad tidings
of great: joy; thus in this year the scriptures began to
be fulfilled.” Nevertheless, the people began to harden
their hearts, all save it were' the most lieving part
of them, both of the Nephites, ard aleo of the Laman-
les, and began to depend upon their own strength, and
upon their own wisdom, saying, seme things they may
avé guessed right, among so many; but behold, we
ow that all these great and marvelous works cannot
oome to pass, of which has been spoken. And they
began'to reason_.and to contend among themselves,
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ended.ithe fifteenth -year,. and thus: were the:pepple in
a state of many ufflictions; and ithe sword of destruc.
tion did hang over them, insomuch that they were
about to. be -simitten -down' by it, and ihis-because of
their iniquity. Meso we L utee el
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CHAPTER 1L+ .- .

Axp now it-eame to pass that in the sixteenth yvear
from the coming of Christ, Lachoneus, the governor
of the land, received an epistle from Llie leader and the
governor of this band of - robbérs; and these were the
words which were written, saying, , Lachoneus, most
noble and chief governor of the land, behold I write
this-epistle unto youn,~and'do give unto you exceed
ing great praise because of your firmness,. and also

" the firmness of your people, in maintaining -that
which ye suppose  to be your right and lberty:
yea, rye do stand .well, as if 'ye were supported
bythe hand of a God, in the defence of your liber
ty, and your :property; and your country, or that
which ye do call so. And it seemeth a pity unio me,
nost noble  Lachoneus, that ye should be so foolish
and vain as to suppose that ye can stand against £
many brave men, who are at my command, who do
" riow -at thig'time stand in their arms, and do await,
with great.anxietyi: for the .word, %0 down upon the
Nephites and:destroy them. And I knowing of ther
unconquierable spirit; having- proyed . them in the feld

. -of battle, and knowing of their everlasting hatred

yfowards you, hecause of the.many wrongs which ye
thiive done' unto. them, thereforeit they should come
déwn against you, they would- visit you with-utter
destriction; ‘therefore I have wrote this'epistle, sealing
tiwith mine own band; feeling for your welfare,because
$. pour firmness:in that which: ye believe to.be right,

d your noble spirit in. the fieldof batle; thereforel
‘write unto you-desiring that ye would wyield up unte

. 'this my peoplé; youricities, your lahds, and your pos

~ ‘essions, rather than'that they:-should wvisit you W‘.‘[}

“and that destruction should comeypon you;

g, yield yourselvés.up unto us, and

h'up, 5iid: ‘become aquainted: with-our sevret
come our brethren, that ye may be like

&
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uiito-us; ‘not dur slaves, but our brethren, and partnera
‘of all our-substance. ‘And behold, I swear vnto you,

if 'yé will do this, with an oath, ye shall not be de-

stroyed; bat'if*ye will not do this, 1 swear unto you,
with an cath, that on the morrow month, I will com-
mand that my armies shall come down against you,
and they shall not stay their hand, and shail spare not,
but hall slay you, and shall let fall the sword upen
ou, even until ye shall become extinet. And behold,
am Giddianhi; and I am the povernor of thia the se-
cret society of Gadianton; which society, and the
worky thereof, [ know to be good; and they are of an-
cient date, end ttiey have been handed down unto us.
And I write this epistle unto you, Lachoneus, and {
hope that ye will deliver up your lands, and your pos-
seasions, without the shedding of blood, that this my
people may recover their rights and government who
have dissented away from you, becaase of your wick-
edness in retaining from them their rights of govern-
ment; end except ye do this, 1 will avenge their
wrongs, [ am Giddianhi '
And now it came Lo pass when Lachoneus received
this epistle, he was exceedingly astonished, because
of the boldness of Giddianhi, demanding the possession
of the land of the Nephites; and aleo of threatening the
people and avenging the wrongs of those that had re-
ceived no wrong, save it were they had wronged them-
selves, by dissenting away unto those wicked and abo-
minable robbers. Now behold, this Lachoneus, the
governor, was a just tnan, and could not be frightened
by the demands and the threatenings of arobber; there.
fore he did not hearken to the epistle of Giddianhi,
the governor of the robbers, but he did cause that his
people shotild ery unto the Lord for strength-against
the time that the robbers should eome down against
them; yea, he sant a pro¢lamation among all the peo-
ple, that they should gather together their womer.
and their children, ‘their flocks and their herds; and:ail
their substance, save it were theirland, unto one place.
And he ciussd ‘that fortifications should be built round
about-them, and the strength thereof should be exceed-
ing gréat, © And he caused'that there should be armies,
Both of the Népnites aind of the Lamanites, or of all
e who ‘were numbered among the Nephites,. shoukt
hi!;p}dce’d*is ‘gourde Found about, to watch themy.and
“"gt'f#l“d ‘them' fRord: the: robbers, day and night;: yes,
be Suidviinitos themh; ae the Tiord livethiexcopt yo repent
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of all your.iniquities, and cry uato the Loxd, that they
would in no wise be delivered out of the hands of those
Gadianten robbers. And so greatand marvelous were
the words and prophecies of Lachoneus, that they did
cause fear to come upon all the people, and they did
exert themselves in their might, to doaccording to the
words of Lachoneus,

And it came to pass that Lachoneus did appoint
chief captains vver all the armies of the Nephites, to
commsdnd them at the time that the robbers sheuld

" come down out of the wilderness against them, Now
the chiefest amongall the captains, and the great com-
maunder of all the armies of the Nephites, wus appoint-
ed, and his name was Gidgiddom. Now it was the
custom among all the Nephites, to appoint for their
chief captains, save it were in their times of wicked-
ness, gome one that had the apirit of revelation, and
also prophecy; therefore this Gidgiddoni was a great
prophet among them, and also was the chief judge
Now the people said unto Gidgiddoni, pray untot
Liord, and let us go up upon the mountains, and into
the wildernees, that we may fall upon the yobbers and
destroy them, in their own lands, But Gidgiddoni
saith unto them, the Lord forbid; for if we should go
up against them, the Lord would deliver us into their
hands; therefore we will prepase ourselves in the cen.
tre of our lands, and we will gather all our armies to-
gether, and we will not go against them, but we will
wait till they shall come aganst us; therefore as the
Lord liveth, if we do this, he will deliver them into
our hands. And it came to pass in the seventeenth
year, in the latter end of the year, the proclamation
of Lachoneus had gone forth throughout all the face
‘of the land, and they had taken their horees; and their
chariots, and their caitle, and all their fiocks, and their
herds, and their grain, and all their substance, and did
march forth by thousands; and by tens of thousands,
until they had all gone forth to the place which had
been appointed, that they should gather themselves
together, to defend themselves sgainst their enemies.
And the land yhich was appointed was the land of
Zarshemla and“the Jand Bountiful; “yea, to the line
which was between the land Bouptiful and the land
Desolation; and there were a great many ;thousand
people who were catled Nephites, who did gather
themselves together in-this land.. ,Now: Lachoneus did
sause that.they should: gather therselves together in
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the land southward, because of the great curse which
oas upon the land northward; and they did tortify
themselves against their enemies; and they did dwell
i one lund, and in one body, and they did fear the
words which had been spoken by Lachoneus, insomuch
that they did:-repent of all their sins; and they did put
up their prayers unto the Lord their God, that he
would deliever them in the time that their enemies
should come down against thew to battle. And they
were exceeding sorrowful because of their enemy.
And Gidgiddoni did cause that they should make
weapons of war, of every kind, that they should be
strong with armor, and with shields, and with buck-
{ers, after the manner of his instruction.

And it came to pass that in the latler end of the -
eighteenth year, those armies of robbers, had prepared
for batile, and began to come down, and to sally forth
from the hills, and out of the mountzins, and 1he wil-
derness, and their strong holds, and their secret pla-
ces, and began to take possession of the lands, both
which was in the land south, and which was in the
land north, and began to take possession of ali the
lands which had been deserted by the Nephites, and
the cities which bad been left desolate, But behold
there were no wild beasts nor game. in those lands
which had been deseried by the Nephites, and there
was no game for the robbers save it were in thé wilder-
ness.  And the robbers could not exist save it were in
the wilderness, for the want of food: for the Nephites
bad left their lands desolate, and had gathered their
flocks, and their herds and all their substance, and
they were in one body; therefore there was no chance
for the robbers to plunder and to obtain food, save it
were to come. up in open battle against the Nephites:
and the Nephites being in one body, and having so
great a number, and having reserved for themselves
rovisions, aad horses, and cattle, and flocks of every

ind, that they might subsist for the space of seven
years, in the which time they did hope to destroy the
tobbers from off the face of the land., And thus the
tighteenth year did pass away. o

And it came to pass that in the nineteenth year,
Gidddianhi found that it wae expedient that he should
g9 up to battle ageinst the Nephites, for there was no
':I that they aould subsist, save it were to plunder,
tad yob, and murder. And. they durst. not. spread
themesives upon .the face of the land, insomuch that

ke
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mies of the Nephites, both in their front and in theis
rear. And the robbers who were on the south, wers
also cut off in their places of retreat. And all these
things were done by command of Gidgiddoni, And
there were many thousands who did yield themselves
ap prisoners unto the Nephites: and the remainder of
thern were slain; and their leader, Zemnarihah, wag
taken, and hanged upon a tree, yea, even upon the
top thereof, until he was dead. And when they had
hanged him uniii he was dead, they did fall the tree to
the earth, and did ery with a loud voice, saying, may
the Lord preserve his people in righteousness and in
holiness of heart, that they may cause to be fell to the
earth all who shall seek to slay them because of pow.
er and secret combipations, even as this man hath
been fell to the earth. And they did rejuice and ery
again with one voice, saying, may the God of Abn.
ham, and the God of [saac, and the God of Jacob, pro-
tect this people-in righteousness, so long as they shall
call on the name of their God for protection. Andit
came to pass that they did break forth, all as one, in
singing and praising their God, for the greal thing
which he had done for thein, in preserving them from
fallin% into Lhe hands of their enemies: yea, they did
ery, hosanna to the Most High God: and they did
cry blessed be the pame of the Lord God Almighty,
the Most High God. And their hearts were swollen
with joy, unto the gushing out of may tears, becauss
of the great goodness of God in delivering them ot
of the hands of their enemies; and they knew it was
because of their repentance and their humility that
they had been delivered from an everlasting destrac-
tion. And now behold there was not a living soul
among all the people of the Nephites, who did doubt
in the least the words of all the holy prophets whe
had spoken; for they knew that it must needs be that
they must be fulfilled: and they knew that it must be
expedient, that Christ had come, because of the manf
signs which had been given, according to the words of
the prophets, and because of the things which had
come {0 pass already, they knew that it must needs b
that all things should coine to pass according to thal
which had been spoken; therefore they did forsake all
their sins, and their abominations, and their -whe
doms, and did serve God with all diligence day and
Right. - oo : o s
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whatscever did belong unto them. And it came to
“that they had not eaten up all their provisions;
therefore they did take with them all that they had
not devoured, of all their grain of every kind, and their
gold, and their silver, and all their precious things, and
they did réturn to their own lands and their posses-
sions, both on the north and on the south, both on the
land northward and on the land southward. And they
granted unto those robbers who had entered into a
covenant to keep the peace, of the band who were de-
sirous to yemain Lamanites, lands, according to their
nombers, that they might have, with their labors;
wherewith to subsist upon; and thus they did establish
peace in all the land. And they began again to pros-
pérand to wax great; and the twenty and sixth and
seventh years passed away, and there was greal order
in the Jand; and they had formed their laws aceording
to equity and justice. And now there was nothing in
all the land, to hinder the people from prospering con-
tinually, except they should fall into transgression..—
And now it was Gidgiddoni, and the judge Lachone-
ui, and those who had been appointed leaders, who

had esteblished this great peace in the land. .
"And it came to puss that there were many cities
bailt anew, and there were many old cities repaired;
and there wére manv highways cast up, and many
1ads made, which led from city to city; and from land
toland, and from place to place. And thus passed
away the twenty and eighth year, and the people had
continual peace. But it came to pass in the twenty
and ninth year, there beganto be some disputings
imong the people; and some were lifted up unto pride
and boastings, because of their exceeding great riches,
Jea, even unto great persecutions; for there were ma-
By'merchants in the land, and also many lawyers, and
m!ng officers. And the people began to be distin-
guished by ranks, necording to their riches, and their
chanees for Yearning: yea, some were ignorant because
of their poverty, and others did receive great learning
Cause of their riches: some were lifted up in pride,
end'othiers were exceeding ‘humble; some did return
niling for r&ilihg, “while others would receive railing,
ahd se!secqtiﬁj:;"and all".manuner of afflictions, and
would not tnn and revile again, but were humble and
Siterit’ béfore (fod: and thus. ‘there became 'great
! %dn%ga:r the lad, insémuch that the' church
to Bebroken dp; yea; insomueh that in the shire

-
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behold this was contrary to the laws of the land, ihat
any man should be put to death, except they had pow-
er from the governor of the land; therefore a complaint
came up unte the land of Zarahemla, to the governor
of the land, against these judges who had condemned
the prophets of the Liord unto death, not according to
the law.

Nowit came fo pass that they were taken and brought
up before the judge, to be judged of the erime which
they had done, according to the law which had been
given by the people. Now it came 10 pass that those
judges had many friends and: kindreds: and the remain-
der, yea, even almost all thé lawyers and the high
priests, did gather theinselves together, and unite with
the kindreds of those judges wiio were to be tried ac-
cording to the Jaw; and they did enter intoa covenant
one with another, yea, even into that covenant which
was given by them of old, which covenant was given
and administered by the devil, to combine against all
righteousness; therefore they did combine against the
people of the Lord, and enter into a covenant to des-
troy them, and to deliver those who were guilty of
murder from the grasp of justice, which was about to
be administered according to the law. And they did
#at at defiance the law and the rights of their country;
and they did covenant, one with another, to desiro
the governor, and to establish a king over the land,
that the land should no niore be at liberty, but should
be subject unto kings. Now behold, I will shew unto

ou that they did not establish a king over the land;

vt in this same year, yea, the thirtieth year, they did
destroy upon the judgment seat, yea, did murder the
chief judge of the fang. And the people were divided
oné against another; and they did separate one from
another, into tribes, every man according to his fumi.
Iy, and his kindred and friends; and thus they did des-
oy the government of the Jand. And every tribe did
ppoint a chief, or a leader over them; and thus the
became tribes, and leaders of tribes. Now behold,

ere was no man among them, save he had much
family and many kindredsand friends: therefore their
iribes became exceeding great. Now all this was done
and there were no wars as yet among them; and all
this iniguity had.come upon the people, because they
M?lﬁlﬁ themselves unto the power of satan; and the
stions of the government were destroyed, because

of the secret combination of the friends and kindreds of
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th&evamurdered the prophets. ‘And they did cause
a preat eontention in the land, insomuch thatthe more
righteous part of the people, although they had nearly
all become wicked; yea, there were but few righteous
men among them. And thus six years had not passed
away, since the more part of the people had turned
fromn their righteougness, like the dog tu his vomit, or
like the sow to her wellowing in the mire. Now this
secret combination which had brought so great ini-
quity upon the people,-did gather themselves together,
and did place at their head a man whom they did call
Jaceb; and they did calighim their king; therefore he
became a king over thigiWicked band; and he was one
of the chiefest who had given his voice against the
prophete who testified of Jesus. And it came to pass
that they were not 80 sirong in number as the tribes
of the people who were united together, save it were
their leaders did establish their laws, every one accor-
ding lo his tribe; nevertheless they were enemies, not-
withstanding they were not a righteous people; yet
they were united in the hatred of those who had en-
tered into @ covenant to destroy the government:
therefore Jacob seeing that their enemies were more
numerous timn they, e being the king of the band,
therefore he commanded his people that they should
take their flight into the northernmost part of the Jand;
and there build up unto themselves a kingdom, until
they were joined by dissenters, (for he flattered them
that there would be many dissenters,) and they be-
come sofficiently strong 1o contend ‘with the tribes of
the people. And they did so; andso speedy was their
march, that it could not be impeded, until they bad
gone forth out of the reach of the people. And thus
ended the thirtieth year: and thus were the affairs of
the people of Nephi. - . -

And it came to pass in the thirly and first year, that
they were divided into tribes; every man according to
his family, kindred and friends; nevertheléss they-had
come to an agreement that they would not go to war
one with,ano{f]en' but they were not united asto their
laws, and their manner of government, for ‘they weré
establishéd ncecording to the minds of those who. were
their chiefs and their leaders: - But they did establish
very - dtrict lawd thit ono- tribe s’hdug not trespass
against: another; insomuch that in some degres they
had peace in the'land; ‘«-rn‘g,iv‘griﬁ'é!ess, ‘their hearts weré
tuined from '-'the;;flfmdf théir:Godaid they:did stone
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none who were brought unto repentance, who wers
not baptized with water; therefore there were ordain.
ed of Nephi, men unto this ministry, that all such as
should come unio them, should be baptized'wilh wa-
ter, and this as a witness and a testimony before God,
and unto the people, that they had repented and re
ceived & reinission of'their sins, And there were ma.
ny in the commencement of this year, that were bap.
tized unto repentance; and thus the more part of the
year did pass away. :

CHAPTER IV.

Ax¥p now il came {o pass that according to our
record, and we know our record to be true, for behold,
it wag a just inan-who did keep the record; for he truly
did many miracles in the name of Jesus; and there
wug not any man who could do a miraele in the name
of Jesus, save he were cleansed every whit from his
iniquity. And now it came to pass, If there was no
mistake made by this man in the reckoning of our
time, the thirty and third year had passed away, and
the people began to look with great earnestness for the
sign which had been given by the erophet Samuel, the
Lamanite; yea, for ithe time that there should be dark-
ness for the space of three days, over the face of the
land. And there began to be great doubtings and dis-
putations among the people, notwithstanding so many
signs had been given.

And it came to pass in the thirty and fourth yeat,
in the first month, in the fourth day of the month,
there arose a great storm, such an one as never had
been known in all the land; and there was also a great
and terrible tempest: and there was terrible thunder,
insomuch that it did shake the whole earth as if it was
about to divide asunder; and there were exceedm%
sharp lightnings, such as never had been known in al
the Jand. And the city of Zarahemla did take fire:
and the city of Moroni did sink into the depths of the
sea, -and the inhabitants thereof were drowned; and
the earth was carried up upon the city of Moronihah,
that in the place of the city thereof, there:became s
great mountain; end there was a great and terrible &
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sicaction ‘in the land sothward; Buat:belold, “there
was & mote great and terrible destruction in the land
gorthward: for beliold, the whole face of the land was
changed,"because of the tempest, and the whhiwinds,
and the thunderinge, and the lightnings, and the ex-
ceeding gredt qaakimg of the whole earth; and the
highways were brokem up, and the leével10ads were
spoiled, and many:smooth places became rough; and
miny great:and- notable cities were sunk, and many"
wete burned, and muny ‘were shook till the buiidings
thereot had fallen to the earth, and the inhabitants
thereof were slain, and the ‘places were lefl desolate;
and there were some cities Which rewnsined; but the
damage thereof was exceeding greal, and there were
many in them who were slain; and thereé were some
who were carried away in the whirlwind; and whither
they went, no man knoweth, save they know that they
were canried away; and thus the face of the whole
carth became deforined, becaase of the tempests, and
the shunderings, and the lightnings, and the quaking
of the earth., And behold, the rocks were rent in
twain; they were broken up upon the face of the
whole earth, insomuch that they were found in broken
fragments, and in seams, and in cracks, upon all the
face of the land.

And it came to pass that when the thunderings, and
the lightnings, and the storm; and the tempest, and
the quakings of the earth did cease—for behold, they
did ast for about the space of three hours; and it was
said by some that the time was greater; nevertheless,
all these great and terrible things were done in about
the space of three -hours; and then behold, there was

kness upon the face of the land. .

And it came to poss that there was thick darkness
upon all the face of the: land, insomuch that.the in-
habitants thereof who had not’ fallen, could feel the-
vapour of darkness; and there could be no light, bes
cause of the durkness, neither candles, neither torches;
Zeither could there be fire kindled with their fine and
exeeeding dry wood, so that there could not be sny
light atall; and there was not any light seen, neither

» nor glimmer, neither the sun, nor the nyoon, nor
the stars, for so great were the mists of darkness which
Were upon the face of the land. : a

“And it came to pass that it did last for-the space eof
f'lil:&h_'daya, that there wes no light seén; and there'

P
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was great mourning, and howling; and weeping among.
all the people continually; ‘yea, great were the groan-
ings of -the people, because of the darkness and the
great destruction which had come upon them. And
in one place they were heard to cry, saying, O that
we had -rep,enuady before this great and terrible day, and
then wouid our brethren have been spared, and they.
would not have been burned in that great city Zara-
‘hemla. And in another place they were heard to
and mourn, saying, O that we had repented before this
great and tferrible day, and had net killed and stoned
the prophets, and cast:them outl; then, would our
mothers, and.our fair danghiers, and our children have
been spared, and not have been buried upin that great
city Moronihah; and thus were the howlings of the
people great and-tertible.

And it came to pass that there was a voice heard
among all. the inhabitanis of the earth upon all the
face of this land, crying, wo, wo, wo unto this people;
wo uato the inhabitants of the whole earth, except
they shall repent, for the devil laugheth, and hisan-
gels rejoice, becanse of the siain of the: fair sons and
daughlers of. my people; and it is becanse of their ini-
quity. and abominations that they are fallen. Behold,
that great cily Zarahemla have I burned with fire, and
the inhabitants thereof. . And behold, that great city
Moroni have 1 cansed to be sunk in the depths of the
sea, and the inhabitants thereof io be drowned. And
behold, that great city Moronihah have I covered with
earth, and the inhabitanls thereof, to hide their ini-
quities and their abominations from before my face,
that the blood of the prophets end the saints shall not
come any more vato me against them. And bebold,
the cily of Gilgal have I caused to be sunk, and the
inhabitants:thereof Lo be buried ap in the depths of the
earth; yed, and the city Onihah, and the inhabitants
thereof, and the city of Mocum, and the inhabilants
thereof, and the city of Jerusalem, and the inhabitants
- thereof, and waters have I caused to come up in the
stead thereof, to hide. their -wickedness and aboming
tions from before my face, that the blood of the pro-
phets and the saints shall not come up any more unto
ainst them. And behold, the city of Gadiandi
ha city of Gadiomnah; and the city of Yucob, and
Wy of Gimgimno, all these have § caused tobs
sunky.and; made hills and: valleys.im the plages thereof,
eid the inhabitants thereof.have I buried up in the
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epthe of the exrth, to hide their wickedness and abo-
minations from before my face, that the blood of the
prophets and the saints should not eome up any mors
unto me against them. And behold, that great city
Jacobugath, which was inhabited by the people of the
king of Jacob, have I' caused to be burned with fire;
because of their sing and their wickedness, which was
sbove all the wickedness of the whole earth, because
of their secret marders and combinations; for it wak
they that did destroy the peace of my people and the
overnment of the land: therefore 1 did cause them to
borned; {6 destroy them from before my face, that
the blood of the prophets and the saints shouid not
come up unto e any more against them. And be-
hold, the city of Laman, and the city of Josh, and the
cit{eot‘ Gad, and the city of Kishkamen, have I caused
to be burned with fire, and the inhabitants thereof] be-
cauge of their wickedness in easting out the prophets,
and stoning those whomn I did send to declare unto
them concerning their wickedness and their abomina-
tions; and because they did cast them all out, that
there were none righteous among them, I did sénd
down fire and destroy them, that their wickednera and
ebominations might be hid trom before my face, that
the blood of the prophets and the saints whom I sent
among them, might not cry unto me from the ground
sgainst them; and many great destructions have I
cansed to come upon this land, and upon this peaple,
because of their wickedness and their abominations. -
O all ye that are spared, because ye were more
righteons than they, will ye"not now return unto me,
aid repent of your sins, and be converted, that I may
heal you? - Yea, verily Isay unto you, ifye will coms
wito' me; yo shall have eternal life. - Behold; mine
arof mercy is extended towards you, and whosoever
will come, hign will 1 receive; and blessed ‘are those
who comie Urito- ‘me. ‘Behold 1 am’ Jesus Christ, the
n'o§God. ' 1-¢reated the heavens and the'earth, and
all thirige thut in them are. I was with the Pather
from the beginning. -1 ‘am in the Father, and the Fu.-
therin mé; "and in me hath the Father glorified his
name.§ ‘came ‘unto my own, and my own feceived
TieWot  And’ the seriptures, concerning my:coming,
bre folfilled. And g3 manyas have received uie; to
thewyhiave' I given to' become: the Sons of Gdd; and
Vel s5AAtE] 46 s murly ds-shall believe on my name,
for hehold, by.me redemption «cometh, and in me is
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behold T will shew unto you that the people of Nepht
who were spared, and also those who had been ealled
Lamanites, who had been spared, did have great favors
shewn unto thern, and great blessings-poured out upon
their heads, insomuch that soon after the ascension of
Christ into heaven, he did truly manifest himeelf unts
them, shewmg his body unto them, and ministering
unto them; and an aocount of his ministery shall be
given hereafler. Therefore for this time I make an
end of my sayings. ' _ :

——

CHAPTER V. - '

Josus Christ sheweth himself unto the peaple of Nephi
as the multitude wers gathered 'togefkeo? in the la
Bountiful, and did minister unto thew; gnd on this

- wise dud he shew himself unto them. ¢ -

““Anp now it came to pass that there were a preat

multitude gathered together, of the people of Nephi;

roand about the temple which was in the land Bouo-
tiful; and they were marveling and: wondering one
with another, and were shewing 'one to another the
great and marvelous change which had taken place;
and they were also conversing about this Jésus Christ,
of whom the sign had been given, concerning hix death.

‘And it came to pass that while they were thus con-
versing 'onie with another, they heard 2 voice, as if it
came out of heaven; and they cast their eyes vound
about, for they understood not the voice which they
heard; and it was not a harsh voice, heither was ita
loud voice; nevertheless, and notwithstanding it beiig

u small voice, it did pierce them that did hear, to the

‘eentre, insomuchrthat there wereno partof their frime

that it did not'cause to quake; yea, it did ‘pierce them

‘to'the very goul; and did cause their heerts to bum.

Anditeame to pass that again théy heard the voice,and

they understood-itnot;-and again the third time they did

hieer the voice, and did open”their ears to-hedr it} ‘and

their eyes wére towards the sound -thereofs /and they

did look srendfustly towarde hiéaven; from whente'the

sound camé: -and ‘beliold;, the third time they:‘didmi-

derstand ‘the voice which they heard; and'it'snid untd
them;: ‘beholdj iy beloved-Senhn thrbiodi Ff an el
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Kl:.ed,,i,n..mhom I have glorified my pame, hear yo
i f

And it came to paes as they nnderatood, they cast
their eyes up again towards heaven: and behold, the
saw man a descending out of heaven; and he wes cloth-
ed in & white robe, and he came down and stood in the
midst of them, and the eyes of the whole maltitude
were tarned upon him, and they durst not open their
mouths, even one lo anothen and wist not what it
meant, for they thought it was an angel that had ap~
peared unto them. ‘

And it cajne 10 pass that he stretched forth his band,
and spake unto'the people, saying; behdld I am Jemus
Christ, of wham the propbels testified shall come into.
the world; and behoid I am the light and the lifs of
the world, and I have drunk out of that bitter cup
which the Father hath given me, and have glorified
the Father in taking upon me the sins of the world, in
the which I have suffered the will of the Father in all
things, from the beginning,.

And it came to pass that when Jeeus had spoken
these words, the whole multitude fell to the earth, for
they remembered that it had been prophesied among
ther that Cheist should shew himseﬁ' unto them after
his ascension into heaven. .
s-And it came o pass that the Lord spake unto them
saying, arise and come forth unto me, that ye may
thrust your hands into my side, and also that ye may
feel the prints of the nails in my hands, and ium
feet, that ye may know that I am the God of Is

nd the God of the whole earth, and have been slain

r the sing of the world. ‘
- And it came to pass that the maltitude went forth,
and thrust their hands into his side, and did feel the
prints of the mnails in his hands and in his feet; and
they did do, going forth one by one, until they had all
gone forth, and did see with their eyes, and did feel
with their hands, and did kuow of a sugety, and did

‘tecord, that it was he, of whom it was written by
the prophets should come. .

And when they had all gone forth, and had witneass.
ed for themselves, they did ery out with one accord,
saying, hosannal blessed be the name of the Mogt
High God! And they did fall down at the feet of
Jesus, and did worship hin. o
:-And it came Lo pass;that he spake unto Nephs, (for
Nephi wag among the multitede, ) -and he, commanded
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Kitn'that }ig'should comie forth, -*'And Neéphi arose and
went forth, and bowed himeelf before the Lord, and
he’did kiss his feet. * And’ the L.erd’ coinmarided him
that hé should arise.  And-he arose and stoed before
him. ' And the Lord said unto him, I give-unto you
power that ye shali baptize this people, when [ am
again ascended into- heavel ' And dgein the Lord
called  others, and said unto:'them likewise; and he
gave uuto them power to'baptize.’ And he said anto
them, on this wise shall ye baptize: -and there shultbe
no disputations among you. Verily1l sey unto you,
that whoso repenteth of his sins throogh your words,
and desireth to be baptized in my name; on this wise
shatl ye baptize them, behold, ye shall go down and
sland in the water, and in my name shall ye baptize
them. And now behold, thege are the words which ye
shatl-say, calling them by name, saying: © Having au-
thority given me of Jesus Christ, 1 baptize you in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost. Amen. And then shall ye immerse them in
the water, and conie forth again out of the water
And after this mannér shall ye baptize in my name,
for behold, verily 1 say unto you, that the Father, and
the Son,; and the Holy Ghost are one; and I am inthe
Father, and the Father in me, and the Father end I are
one. ‘And according as I have commanded you, thus
shall ye baptize. And there shall be no'disputations
among you, ag there hath hithero been; neither s_hall
there be disputations among you concerning lhe points
ot my doctrine, us there hath hitherto been; for venly,
verily 1 say unto, he that hath the spirit of contention,
is not of me, but is of the devil, who is the father of
contention, and he ‘stirreth up the hearts of men to
contend with anger; one with another. Behold, this
is not my doctrine, to stir up'the hearts of men with
anger, one against enother: but this ix my doctrine
that such things should be dorie away. Behold, verily,
verily I say uinto' yoir, I will declare unto you my doc-
trine, And-this is my doctrine, and it is the doctrine
which the Father hath given unto-me; and I bear re-
oord’‘ef the Pather, ang the Father beareth record of
me, and the Holy Ghost beareth record of the Father
and‘me, end 1 bear‘record that the Father commandeth
all meh, every ‘where, to répent and believe-in: me;
and whoso believeth in me;" and is baptized, the same
shall be' saved:”and ‘they dre- they who shull: inhent
the kipgdoin'of God. - Anrd whoso-bielieveth not i me,
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for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear
unto men to fast.”  Verily, I say unto: you, they have
their reward.. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint
thy head, and wash thy face; that thon appear not
unto men, to fast, but unto thy Father, who is in se-
cret; and thy Father, who seeth in seeret, shall re-
ward thee openly. : :
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon eartl,
where moth.and rust doth ecorrupt, and thieves break
through and ateal, but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do mot break through nor steal.
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
alio. The light of the body is the eye, if therefore
thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of
light. * But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall
be fall of darkness. 1f therefore the light that is in
thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! No
maD can Rerve two masters, for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.
o .

CHAPTER VL

Axp now it came to pass that when Jeaus had spoken
these words, he looked upon the twelve whom he had.
chosen, and said unto them, remember the words
Which I havespoken. For behold, ye are they whom I
have chosen to minister unto this people. Therefore
Isay unto you, take no thought for your life, what ye -
shall eat, or what ye shall drink: nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life niore than
meat, and the body than rainment? Behold the fowls
of the air, for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
guther into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth
them. Are ye not much better than they? Which
of you by taking thought can add one cubit . unte
hia stature?  And why take ye thought for reinment?
Consider the liliés of the field how they grow; they
toil- not; -neither do they spin; and yet I say unto you,
that:even Solomen, in all his glory, wasmot arrayed
like-one: of thess. Wherefore, if God: so clgthic: the
Easrof ithe. field, ~which: to:day is; and to-mor:
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cast into the oven, even so will he clothé you, if ye
are not of little faith. Thereford take no thought, my-
ing, what shall we eat? or, what shall we drink? or,
wherewithal ghall we be clothed? For your heavenly
Father knoweth thut ye have need of nl(these things.
But seck yo firsy the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness, and &1l these things shall be added unte you
Take therefore no thought for the merrow, -for the
morrow shail take thought for the things of itself
Bufficient is the day unto the evil thereof, *

Aund now it came to pass that when Jesus had spok-
en these words, he turned agsdin to the multitude, and
did open his mouth unto-them again, saying, verily;
verily, 1 say unto you, judge not, that ye be-not judg-
ed. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged; and ‘with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the
mote thatis in thy brother's eye, but considerest nof
the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou
sy to thy brother, let me pull the mote out of thine
eye; and behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou
hypoerite, first cast the beam out of thine own eye:
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast the mote out of
thy brother'seye. Give not that which is holy unto the
dogs, neither cast ye your ‘pearls before swine, lest
they trample them under their feet, and turn again and
rend you. B .

Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you, for
every one that asketh, receiveth; and he Lhat seeketh,
findeth; and to bim that knocketh, it shall he opened.
Or what min is there of you, whom, if his son ask
bread, will he give him a stone? Orif he ask a fish,
will he give him a serpent? If .ye then being evil
know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shail your Father who ia in heaven give
good things to them that ask him? Therefore all things
whatsoever ye¢ would that men should do to.you, do
yé even so to them, for this is the'law and the prophets.

Enter yein at the straight gate; for wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be who.go in thereat: because straight s the
gate, and narrow is- the way, which -leadeth> unto life;
and few there-be thatfind it:: . Beware of fulse prophets,
who come to:you-in-sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they 'ii‘ﬁﬁ’*t‘“eninﬁ?_:_?fblv;esmnn?éﬂshall:; kiiow: them by

thieik friifss . Doi'monsgather-grapes of sthornsjior fige
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of thistles? -Even so every good {rée: bringeth forth
fruit;. but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neithera cor-
rapt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bring-
eth not forth good fruit, is- hewn down, and cast into
the fire. Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know

them. : .
Not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he'that doeth
the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will
suy to me in thatday, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe-
siedin thy nume? and in thy name have cast ont devilst
andin thy nsme done many wonderful worke? Amnd
then will 1 profess unto them, 1 never knew you, de-
part from me, ye that work iniquity. .
Therefore, whoso heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man,
who built his house upon a rock, and the rain descend-
ed, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not; for it was founded
upon a rock. And every one that heareth these say-
ings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened un-
to a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand,
and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upor-thal honse; and it fell, and
great wag the falt of it. - . s e -
s A - LT
EEEY . FEUUEN . -
e N, . et e oL

. CHAPTER VIL

* A¥p now it came to pass that when Jesus had end-
these sayings, he cast his eyss round about on the
multitude, and said unto theni, behold, ye have heard
the things which I have taught before I ascended to
my Father; therefore whoso remembereth these say-
ings of mine, and deeth them, him will I raise up at
the last day. And it came to pass that whea Jesus
had said these words, he perceived that there were
fome among them who marveled, and wondered what
¢ would concerning the law of Moses; for they un-
derstood not the saying, that old things had passed
away, and that all things had become new. And he
8aid unto them, marvel not that I said unto you, that
Gld: thinge had- pageed away; -and that all things had
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manded that ye should come unto me, that ye might
feel and see; even so shall ye do unto the world; and
whosoever breaketh this commandment, suffereth him-
gelf to be led into temptation.

And now it came to pass that when Jesus had spo-
ken thesé words, he turned his eyes again upon the
disciples ‘whom he had chosen, and said unto them,
behold, verity, verily I say unto you, 1 give unto you
another commandment, and then [ must go unto my
Father, that I may fulfil other commandments which
be hath given me. And now behold, this is the com-
mandment which I give unto you, that ye shall not
soffer any one knowingly, to partake of my flesh, and
blood unworthily, when ye shall minister it, for who-
so eateth and drinketh my flesh and blood unworthily,
cateth and drinketh dammnation to his soul; therefore
if ye know that a man is unworthy to eat and drink of
my flesh and blooed, ye shall forbid him; unevertheless.
ye shall not cast him out from among you, but ye shall
minister anto him, and shall pray for him unto the
Father, in-my name, and if it so be that he repenteth,
and isbaplizéd in my name, then shall ye receive him,
and shall minister unto bim of my flesh and blood; but
if he repent not, he shall not be-numbered among my
feuple, that he may not destry my people, for behold

know my sheep, and they are numbered; neverthe-
less ye shall not cast him out of your synagogues, ot
your places of worship, for unto such shall ye contin-
ue to minister; for ye know not but what they will re-
wm and repent, and come unto me with full pu
of heart, and | shall heal them, and ye shall be the
means of bringing salvation unto them. Therefore
keep these seyings which I have commanded you, that
ye come - not un§:r gondemnation, for wo uato him
whom the Father. condemneth, And I give you these
commandments,  because of the disputalions which
have been among you: And blessed are ye if ye hava
no disputations among you, And now 1 go unto the
Father, because it is expedient that I should go unte
the Father, for your sakes. t '

And it came to pass that when Jesus had made an
end of these sayings, he touched with his hand the
disciples whom he %;sad chosen, one by one, even until
he had touched them all, and spake unto them as he
touched them; ‘and the multitude heard not.the words
which *he spake; . therefore they did not bear record;
but-the disciples bear record that he gave them power
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all the Jews; wherefore I could not shew unto thent
#0 great miracles, because of their unbelief. Verily I
ssy unto you, there are none of them that have seen
s0 great things “as ye have seen; neither have they
Leard so great things as ye have heard. -

And it came to pass that he commanded the multi-
tude that they should cease to pray, and also his disci-
ples. And he commanded them that they should not
cease to pray in their hearts. And he commanded
them that they should arise and stand up upon their
feet. And they arose up and stocd upon their feet,—
And it came to pass that he bresk bread again, and
blessed it, and gave to the disciples to eat. And when
they had eaten he commanded them that they should
break bread, and give unto the multitude. And when
they had given unto the multitude, he also gave them
wine to drink, and commanded them that they should
give unto the multitude. Now there hiad been no breed,
neither wine, brought by the disciples, neither by the
multitade; but he truly gave unto them bread to eat,
and also wine to drink; and he said unto them, he that
cateth this bread, eateth of my bedy to his soul, and
be that drinketh of tis wine, drinketh of my blood to
his soul, and his soul shail never hunger nor thirst,
but shall be filled. Now when the multitade had =il
eaten and drunk, behold they were filled with the spir-
it, and they did cry out with one voice, and gave glo-
ry to Jesus, whom they both saw and heard. And it
came to pass that when they had sll given glory unto
Jesus, he saith unto them, behold now I finish the
tommandment which the Father hath commanded me
concerning this people who are a remnant of the house
of Israel. ~ Ye remember that I spake unto you, and
raid that when the words of Isa:ah should be fulfilled,
behold they are written, ye have them before you;
therefore search them. And verily, verily I say unto
You, that when they shall be fulfilled, then is the ful-
filling of the covenant which the Father hath made
unto his people. O house of Israel, and then shall
the remnants which shall be scattered abroad upon the
face of the earth, be gathered in from the east, and
from the west, and from the south, and from the north;
and they shall be brought to the kunowledge of the
Lord their -God, who hath redeemed them. ~And the
Pather hath commanded me that I should give unto
;'Qllj this land, ‘for your inheritance.” And | say uanto

o, that if'the Gentiles do not repent, after the bles-
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sing which they shall receive, after they have scatter.
ed my people, then shall ye who are a remnant of the
house of Jacob, go forth a;mon%'.,mem; ond ye shall ba
in the midst.of them, who shall be many; and ye shall
be among them, as a lion among the beasts of the for.
est, and as & young lion among the flocks of sheep,
who, if he goeth through, both treadeth down and
teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. Thy hand
shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine
enemies shall be cut o And I will gather my people
together, as a man gathereth hiis sheavesinto the floar,
for I will make my people with whom the Father hath
covenanted, yea, { will make thy horn iren, and I will
make thy hoofs brass. And thou shalt beat in pieces
many people; and I will consecrate their gain unto
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the
whole earth. And behold, I am he who doeth it.—
Agd it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that the
sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day;
and except they repent, it shall fall upon them, saith
the Father, yea, even upon all the nations of the Gen-
tiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish
my people, O house of Israel. And beheld, this peo-
ple will I establish in this Jand, unto the fulfilling of
the covenant which I made with your father Jacob;
and it shall be a new Jerusalem. And the powersof
heaven ghall be in the midst of this people; yea, even
I will be in the midst of you. Behold, I am he of
whom Moses spake, saying, a prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like un-
to me, him shall ye hear in ail things whatsoever he
shall say unto you. And it shall come .lo pass that
every soul who will not hear that prophet, shallbe cut
off from among the people. Verily, I say unto you,
yea; and all the prophets from Samuel, and those that
follow after, as many as have spoken, have testified of
me. And behold, ye are the children of the prophets;
aud ye are of the ?:ouse of Israel; and ye are of the
covenant which the Father made with your. fathers,
saying unto Abraham, and in thy seed,.shall all the
kindreds of the earth be blessed; the Father having
raised me up unto you first, and sent me Lo bless you,
in turning away. every one.of you from:his iniquities;
and this because ye arethe children of, the covenant.
And after that ye were blessed; then fujfilleth-the Fa-
ther the covenant:which.he made with Abmham';ﬁe

ing, in-thy geed shall ‘all.the kindreds of the.
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bessed, . unto the pouring oot of the Holy Ghost |
throuéh me upon the Gentiles, which blessing upos
the Gentiles, shall make them mighty above all, unto
the scattering of my people, O house of lstael;-and
they shall be a scourge unto the people of this land.—
Nevertheless, when they shall have received the ful-
ness of my gospel, then if they shall harden their hearts
against nte, I will return their iniquities upon their
own heads, saith the Father. And [ will remember
the covenant which I have made with my people, and
1 bave covenanted with them, that I would gather
them together in mine own due time; that I would
give unto them again the land of their fathers, for
their inheritance, which is the land of Jerusalem,
which is the promised land unto thewm forever, eaith
the Father.

And it shall come to pass that the time cometh,
when the fulness of my gospel shall be preached vato
them, and they shall believe in e, that I am Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, and shall pray unto the Father
in my name. Then shall their watchmen lift up their
voice; and with the voice together shall they sing:
for they shall see eye to eye. Then will the Father
gather them together again, and give unto them Jeru-
salem for the land of their inheritanve. Then shall
they break forth into joy—sing together, ye waste
places of Jarusalem: for the Father hath comforted his
people, he hath redeamed Jerusalem. The Father hath
made bare his holy armin the eyes of all the nations:
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
the Father; and the Father and I are one. And then
shall be brought to pass that which is written, awake,
awake again, and pul on thy strength, O Zion; put
on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holycity,
for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the
uncircumeised and the unclean, Shake thyself from
the dust; arise, sit down, O Jerusalem; loose thyself
from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of
Zion. For thussaith the Lord, ye have sold yourselves
for'nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money.
Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, that my people shall

OW my name; yea, in that day they shall know
thatI am he that doth speak. d then shall they
8y, how beautiful upon the mountaina are the feet of
him that bringeth good tidings unto them, that pub-
lisheth peace: -_tlm-brinieth good tidings unto them

of. good, that publishéth salvation; that saith unte
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Ziom, thy God reignéthl And then shall a ery go
forth, depart ye, depart ye,go ye out froin thence, touch
riot that which is unclean; go y€ out of the midst of her;
be ye cleam, that bear the vessels of the Lord, For je
shiall'not go out with huste,nor go by flight: for the Lord
will go before you; and the God of Israel shall be your
rearward. © Béhold, my scrvant shall’ deal prudently,
he shall ‘be exalted and extolled, and be very high,
As many were astonished at thee; (his visage wasso
marred more than any man, and his ferm more than
the sonns of “men,) so shall he sprinkle many nations;
the kings shall shut their mouths at him, for that
which had been told them shall ‘they see; and that
which they liad not heard shall they consider. * Verily,
verily, I say unto you, ull these things shall surely
come, even as the Father hath commanded me. Then
shall this covenant which the Father hath covenanted
with his people, be fulfilled; and then shall Jerusalem
be inhabited again with my people, and it shall be the
land of their inheritance. And verily, I say unto you,
1 give unte you a sign, that ye may know the time
wnen these things shall he about to take place, that 1
shall gather in from their Jong dispersion, my people,
O house of Israel, and shall establish again among
them my Zion. And behold, this is the thing whic

I will give unto you for o sign, for verily, I say unto
you, that when these things which I declare unto yor,
and which I shall declare unto. you hereafler of myself,
and by the power of the Holy Ghost, which shall be
given unto you of the Father, shall be made known
unto the Gentiles, that they may know concerning this
people who are a remnant of the house of Jacob, and
concerning this my people who shall be scattered by
them; verily, verily, 1 say unto you, when these
things shall be made known unto them of the Father,
and shall come forth of the Father, from them unto
you, for it is wisdom in the Father that they should be
established in this land, and be set up as a free }J'B?P!e
by the power of the Father, that these things might
come forth from them unto a remmant of your seed,
that the covenant of the Father may be fulfitled which
he hath covenanted  with his people, O house of Is-
rael; therefore, when these works, and the works
which shall be wrought among you hereafter, shall
come forth ‘fromi:-the Gentiles unfo 'jpul_"ée'e@s'_w,h._“_’.h
shall dwindleifi inbelif beckuse of infquityr for thusit
behoovethtHe Mather* that « it~ shiould cowie forth from

N
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the Gentiles, that he may shew forth his power unte
the Gentiies, for this cauge, that the Gentiles, if they
will not harden their hearts, that they may repent and
come unto me, and be baptized in my name, and know
of the true poinis of my doctrine, that they may be
numbered among my people, O house of Israel; and
when these things come to pass, that thy seed shall
begin to know these things, it shall be a sign unto
them, that they may know that the work of the Fa-
ther hath already commenced unto the fulfilling of the
covenant which he hath made unto the people who
are of the house of Israel. And when that day sghall
come, it shall come to pass that kings shall shut their
mouths: for that which bad not been told them shall
they see; and that which they had not heard shall
they consider. For in that day, for my sake shall the
Father work a work, which shall be a great and a mar-
velous work among them; and there shall be among
who will not believe it, although a man shall declare 1t
aoto them. But behold, the life of my servant shall
be in mny hand; therefore they shall not hurt him, al-
though he shall be marred because of them. Yetl
will heal him, for I will shew unto them that my wis-
dom is greater than the cunning of ihe devil. There-
fore it shall come to pags, that whosoever will not be-
lieve in my words, who am Jesus Christ, whom the
Father shall cause him to bring forth unto the Gen-
tiles, and shall give unto him power that he shall
bring them forth unto the Gentiles, (it shall be done
even as Moses said,) they shall be cut off from among
my people who are of the covenant; and my people
who are a remnant of Jacob, shall be among the Gen-
tiles, yea, in the midst of them, as a lion among the
beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks
of sheep, who, if he go threugh both treadeth down
and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. Their
hand ghall be lifted up upon their adversaries, and all
their enemies shall be cut offt Yea, wo be unto the
Gentiles, except they repent, for it shall come to pass.
in that day, saith the Father, thatl will cut off thy
horses out of the midst of thee, and I wilt destroy thy
chariots, and I will cut off the cities of thy land, and
throw down all thy strong holds; and I will cut off
witcherafts out of thy hand, and thou shalt have no
mwore sootheayers: thy graven images I will also cut
off, and thy standing images out of the midst of thes;
and thou shalt mo: rifore worabip the works of thy
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should be written; therefore it was written according
o he commanded.

i

oo CHAPTER XI.
Asxp now it came to puss that when Jesus had ex-
pounded all the scriptures in one, which they had
written he commanded them that they should teach 4
the things which he had expounded unto them. And
it came to pass that he commanded them that they
should write the words which the Father had given
unto Malachi, which he shiould tell unto them. And
itcame to pass that after they were written, he ex-
pounded them. And these are the words which he
did tell unto them, saying, thus said the Father anto
Malachi, bzheld, I will send my messenger, and he |
shall prepare the way before me, and the Lord, whom
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, cven the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight iny be-
hold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hoste. Bat
who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s
fire, and like faller's soap. And he shall sit as a re-
finer and purifyer of sitver: and he shall purify the
sons of Lievi, and purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteous-
ness. Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and
b3 in former years. And I will come near to you to
Judgmentf and [ will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, and against the adniterers, and against fals:
swgarers, and against those that oppress the hirelinge~
in his wajes, the widow, and the fatherless, and that
turn aside the stranger, and fear not me, saith the Lord
of hosts. For [ am the Lord, I change not; thersfore 3
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. LS
" Kven from the days of your fathers ye are gone away
fron:mine ordinances, and *have not kept them. *Re-
turn writo me, and [ will return unto you, saith the
Lord of hosts: -But ye said, wherein shall we retura?
& Will a:man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.*::But
¥e 60y, wherein have we robbedithee? In tithes and
offerings. - Ye are cursed. with a carse, for ye have

ok
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robbed me, even this whole nation. Brin%ge all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be mneat in
my house, and prove me now herewith, eaith the Lord
of hosts, if ] will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, thal there shall not be
roons enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the de.
vourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her
fruit before the tine in the fields, saith the Lord of
hozts. And oll. nations shall call yeu blessed, for ye
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lotd of hosts.

Your worde have been stout against me, saith the
Lord. Yet ye say, what have we spoken against thee?
Ye have said, it is vain Lo serve God, and what doth
it profit that we lhave kept hiz ordinance, and that we
have walked mournfully before the Lord of hosts?
And now we call the proud happy: yes, they that
work wickedness are set up; yea, them that tempt
God are even delivered.

Then they thot feared the Lord spake often one o
another, and the Lord hearkened, and heprd; anda
book of remembrance was written before him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name,
And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in
that day when I miake up my jewels; and I will spare
them, a8 a man spareth rlis own son that serveth him.
Then ghall ye return and discern between the righteous
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and
him that serveth him not. For behold, the day com-
eth, that shall burn as an oven: and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and
the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch. k

But unto you that fear my name, shall the Son of
righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye
shall go forth, and grow up as calves in the stall.—
And ye shall tread down the. wicked; for they shall be
ashes under the soles of your feet in the day thatl
shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts. Remember yé
the law of Moses my servant, which I commonded
unto bim in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and
judgments. Behold, I will send you Elijah the pro-
phet before the cominﬁ of the great and dreadful day -
of the Lord; and he aball tarn the heart of the fathers
to the children, and the heart of ‘the children to. their
fatherd; led} I.come and:emite the earth with a curse:
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‘And now it came to pass that'when Jesus had told
these things, he expounded them unto the multitude,
and he did expound all things unto them, both grest
and small. And he suith, these sciiptures which ye
had not with you, the Fathier commanded that { should
give unto you, for it was wisdom in him that they
should be Fiven unlo future generations. And he did
expound alf things, even from the beginning until the
time that he should come in his glory: yea, even all
things which should eome upon the face of the earth,
even ontil the elements should melt with fervent heat,
and the enrth should be wrapt together as a seroll, and
the heavens and the earth should pass away; and even
unto the great and last day, when all people, and all
kindreds, and a!l nations and tongues shall atand be-
fore God, to be judged of their works, whether they be
good or whether they be evil: if they be good, to the
resurrection of everlasting life: and if they be evil, to
the resurrection of damnation, being on a sarallel, the
one on the one hand, and the other on the other hand
according to-the mercy, and the justice, and the holi-
uess which is in Christ, who was before the world
began.

k]

g

CHAPTER XIL

Axp now there cannot be written in this book, even
& hundredth part of the things which Jesus did truly
teach unto the people; but behold the plates of Nephi
do eoutain the more part of the things which he taught
the people; Whd ihese things have I written, which
are a lesser part of the things which he taught the peo-
ple; and I have written them to the irtent that they
may be brought again unto this people, from the Gen-
tiles, according to the words which Jesus hath spoken.
And when they shall have received this, which is ex-
pedient that tge should have first, to try their !:aith,
and if it shall so be that they shall believe these things,
then ‘shall the greater things be made manifest unto
them. And if it so be that they will not believe thess
things, then shall the greater things be withheld from
them, unto their condemnation. Behold I were about
to write themn all which were engraven upon the plates
of N, bat the Lord forbid it; saying; I will try the

e
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did go orth upon the face of the land, and did minis-
ter unto all the people, wuiting as many (o the church
as would believe in their preeching: baptizing them;
and a8 many as were beplized, did receive the Holy
Ghost; and they were cast into prison by them who
did not belong to the church. And the prisons could
oot hold them, for they were rent in twain, and they
were cast down into the earth. But they did smite
the earth with the word of God, insomuch that by his
power they were delivered out of the depths of the
earth; and therefore they could not dig pits eufficient
to hold them. And thrice they were cast into a fur-
vace, and received no harm. And twice were ithey
cast into » den of wild beasts; and behold they did
p:{ with the beaats, as a child with a suckling lamb,
snd received no harm.  And it came to pass that thus
they did go forth among all the people of Nephi, and
did preach the gospel of Christ unto all people upon
the face of the {and; and they were converted unto
the Lord, and were united unto the church of Christ,
and thus the people of that generaiion were blessed,
according to the word of Jesus. And now 1, Mor-
mon,make an end of speaking concerning these thingr,
fora titme.. Behold, 1 was about to write the names oz’
those who were never Lo taste of death; bul the Lord
forbade, therefore I write them not, for they are hid
from the world. But behold I have seen them, and
they have ministered unto me: and behold they will
be among the Gentiles, and the Gentiles knoweth
them not. They will also be among the Jews, and
the Jews shall know them not.

And it shali come (o pass, when the Lord seeth fit
in his wisdom, that they shall minister unto all the
scattered tribes of Israel, and unto all pations, kind-
reds, tongues and people, and shall bring out of them
unto Jesua many souls, that their desire may be fulfil.
led, and slso becanse of the convincing power of God
which is in themn; und they are as the angels of God
and if they shall pray unto the Father in the name of
Jesus they can shew themselves unto whatsoever man
it soameth them good; therefore great and marvelous
works zhail be wrought by them, before- the great and
coming day, when ali people must suvely stand before
l!lejl::gmenl seat of Christ: yea eveni among the Gen-
tiles shall there be & great and marvelous work wronght
b{ themn, before that judgment day.: Andif ye had all
the scriptures which give an account of all the marvel-
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ous works of Christ, ye would, according to the words
of Christ, know that these thinge must surely come.
And wo be unto him that will not hearken wunte the
words of Jesus, and also 1o thein whom he hath cho.
sen and sent among them, for whoso receiveth not the
words of Jesus, and the words of those whom he hdth
sent, receiveth not bim; and therefore he will not re.
ceive them al thelast day; and it would be better for
them if they had not been born. For.do ye suppose
that ye cen get rid of the justice of an offended God,
who hath been trampled under feet of men, that there.
by ealvation might come? And now behold, us I spake
concerning those whom the Lord had chosen, yes,
even three who were caught up into the heavens, that
Y knew not whether they were cleansed from mortali-
ty to immortality. But behold, since I wrote, I have
inquired of the Lord, and he hath made it manifest un-
to me, that there must needs be a change wrought up-
on their bodies, or else it needs be that they must taste
of death; tharefore that they might not tasie of death,
there was a change wrought upon their bodies, that
they mght not suffer pain nor sorrow, save it were for
- the sins of the world. Now this change was not equal
to that which should take place at the lgst day; but
there was o change wronght upon them, insomuch
that satan could have no power over them, that he
could not tempt them, and they were sanctified in ths
flesh, that they were holy, and that the powers of the
earth counid not hold them; aund in this state they were
to remain until the judgment day of Christ; and at
that day they were 1o receive a greater change, and to
be received into the kingdom of the Father to go no
more out, but to dwell with God eternally in the heav-
ens. And now behold, I say unto you, that when the
Lord shall see fit, in his wisdom, that these sayings
shall come unto the Gentiles, according to his word,
then ye may know that the covenant which the Fa-
ther hath made with the children of Israel, concerning
their restoration to the lands of their inheritance, is
already beginning to be fulfilled; and ye may know
that the words of the Lord, which have been spoken
by the holy prophets, shall all be fulfilled; and ye need
not say that the Lord delays his coming unto the chil-
dren of Isxael; and ye need not imagine in your hearts
that the words which have:-been spoken are vain, for
behold, the Lotd willremember his.covenant which he
hath made unto his people-of the house of lerael. Aud
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merous than were the people of God, And they did
still continue to build up churches unto themselves,
and adorn them with all manner of precious things.—
And thus did two hundred and fifty years pass away,
and also two hundred and sixty years. And it came
to pass that the wicked part of the people began again
to build up the secret oaths and combinations of Gad-
dianton. And also the people who were called the
people of Nephi, began to be proud in their hearts, be-
cause of their exceeding riches, 'and become vain, like
unto their brethren, the Lamanites. And from this
time, the disciples began to sorrow for the sins of the
world.

And it came to pass that when three hundred years
had passed away, both. the people of Nephi and the
Lamanites had become exceeding wicked one like unto
another. And it came to pass that the robbers of Gad-
dianton did spread over all the face of the jand; and
there were none thal were righteous, save it were the
disciples of Jesus. And gold and silver did they lay
up in store in abundance, and did traffic in all manner
of traffic.

And it came to pass that after three hundred and
five years had passed away, (and the people did suill
remain in wickedness,) Amos died, and his brother Am-
maron, did keep the record in his stead. And it came
to paes that when three hundred and twenty years had
passed away, Ammaron, being constrained by the Ho-
ly Ghost, did hide up the records which were sacred;
yea, even all the sacred records wbich had been hand-
ed down from generation to generation, which were
sacred, even until the three hundred and twentieth
year from the coming-of Christ. And he did hide
them up unto the Lord, that they might come again

unto the remnant of the house of Jaccﬁ), according to
the prophecies and the promises of the Lord. And
thus is the end of the reeord of Ammaron.




BOOK OF MORMON.
CHAPTER 1.

Anp now I, Mormon, make a record of the things
which I bave both seen and heard, and call it the book
of Mormon. And about the time that Ammaron hid
up the recorce unto the Lord, he came unto me, (I be-
ing about ten years of age; and I began to be learned
somewhat afler the manner of the learning of my peo-
ple,) and Ammaron said vnto me, I perceive that thou
art a sober child, and art quick to obgerve; therefore
when ye are about twenty and four years old, I would
that ye should remember the things that ye have ob-
served concerning this people; and when ye are of that
age, go to the land Antum, unto 8 hill, which shall be
ealleg Bhim; and there have I deposited unto the Lord,
all the sacred engravings coneerning this. people.—
And behold, ye siall take the Yiates of Nephi unto
yourself, and the remainder shall ye leave in the place
where they are; and ye shall engrave on the plates of
Nephi, all the things that ye have observed concerning
this people. And I, Mormon, being a descendant of
Nephi, (and my father's name was Mormon,) I re-
membered the things which Ammaron commanded me.
And it came to pass that |, beini eleven years old,
was carried by my father into the land southward,
even to the land of Zarahemla; the whole face of the
land having become covered with buildings, and the
people were as numerous almost, as it were the sand
of the sea. And it came to pass in this year, there be-
gan to be a war between the Nephites, who consisted
of the Nephites, and the Jacobites, and the Josephites,
and the Zoramites; ahd this war was between the Ne-
phites, and the Lamanites, and the Lemuelites, and.
the Ishmaelites. Now the Lamanites, and the Lemu-
elites, and the Ishmaelites, were called Lamanites, and
the two parties were Nephités and Lamanites. - And
it came to pass that the war began to be among them
in‘the borders of Zarahemla, bg the waters of Sidon.’
And it ‘came to pass that the Nephites bad gathered
together & great number of men, even to exceed ‘the
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before the Lamanites, but did stand with bold.
nese against them. And it came to pass that we did
contend with an army of thirty thousand, against an
army of fifty thousand. And it came to pass that we
did stand before tiemz with such firmness, that they
did flee from before us. And it came to pass that
whea they bad fled, we did pursue them with our ar-
mies, and did meet them again, and did beat them;
nevertheless the strength of the Lord was not with us;
ea, we were lefl to ourselves, that the spirit of the
ord did not abide in us; therefore we had become
weak, like unto our brethren. And my heart did sor-
row because of this the great calamity of my people;
because of their wickedness and their abominations.—
Bat behold we did go forth against the Lamanites, and
the robbers of Gaddianton, until we had again taken
possession of the lands of our inheritance. And the
three hundred and forty amd ninth year had passed
away. And in the three hundied and fiftieth year, we
made a treaty with the Lamanites and the robbers of
Gaddianten, in which we did get the lands of our in-
heritavce divided. And the Lamaoites did give un-
{ous the land northward; yes, even to the narrow
e which led into the land southward. And we

did give unto the Lamanites all the land southward.
And it came to pass that the Lamanites did not
come to battle again until ten years more had passed
away. And behold, I had employed my people, the
Nephites, in preparing their lands and their arms
against the time of battle, And it came to pass that
the Lurd did say unto me, cry unto this people repent
ye, and come unio me and be ye baptized, and build
up again my church, and ye shall be spared. Andl
did cry unto this people, but it was in vain, and they
did not realize that it was the Lord that had spared
them, and granted unto them a chance for repentance.
And behold they did harden their hearts against the
Lord their God.” And it came to pass that afler this
tenth year had passed away, making, in the whole,
three hundred and sixty years from the coming of
Christ, the king of the Lamanites sent an epistle unto
me, which gave unto me to know that they were pre-
paring to come again to battle against ms. And it
came to pass that | did cause my people that they
should guther themyelves together at the land Desols-
tion, to 8 city which was in the borders, by the narrow
pasa which lead into the land southward. And there

1
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we did place our armies, that we might stop the ar.
mies of the Lamanites, that they might not get pos-
session of any of our lands; therefore we did fortify
agaionst them with all our force.

And it came to pass that in the three hundred and
sixty and firs! year, the Lamanites did come down to
the city of Desolation to battle, against us; Andit
came to pass thut in that year, we did beat them, in-
somuch that they did return to their own Jands again,
And in the three hundred and sixty and second year,
they did come down again to battle. And we did beat
them again, and did slay a great number of them, and
their dead were cast into the sea. And now because
of this great thing which my people, the Nepbhites,
had done, they began to boast in their own strength,
and began to swear before the heavens, that they
would avenge themselves of the blood of their brethren
who had been slain by their enemies. And they did
swear by the heavens, and also by the throne of Ged,
that they would go up to battle against their enemies,
and would cut them off from the face of the land.

And it came 1o pass that I, Mormon, did utterly re-
fuse from this time forth, to be a commander and a
leader of this people, because of their wickedness and
abomination. Behold, I had led them, notwithstand-
ing their wickedness, I had lead them many times to
battle, and had loved them, according to the love of
God which was in me, with all my heart; and my soul
hed been poured out in prayer unto my God all the
day long, for them; neverthelese, it was without faith,
because of the hardness of their hearts. And thrice
have I delivered them out of the hands of their ene-

‘mies, and they have repented not of their sins. And

when they had sworn by sll that had been forbidden
them, by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that they
would ’iro up. unto their enewnies to battle, and avenge
themselves of the blood of their brethren, behold, the
voice of the Lord cameunto me, saying, vengeance 13
mine, and I will repay; and because this people re-
peated not after I had delivered them, behold, they
shall be cut off from the face of the earth. Andit
came to pass that I utterly refused to go up against
mine enemies; and I did even as the Lord had com-
manded me; and 1 did stand as an idle witness to
manifest unto the world the things which I saw and
heard, aocording: to the manifestations of the spint
which had testified of things to come.” Therefore 1
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write unto you, Gentiles, and also unto youn, house of
Israel, when the wotk shall commence, that ye shall
be about to prepare to return to the land of your in-
heritanoe; yea, behold, 1 write unto all the ends of the

earth; yea, unto you, twelve tribes of Israel, who,

shall be judged according to your works, by the twelve
whom Jesus chose to be his disciples in the land of
Jerusalein. And I write also unto the remnant of this
ople, who shall also be judged by the twelve whom
esus chose in this land;,and they shall be judged by
the other twelve whoni Jesus chose in the land of
Jerusalem. And these things do the spirit manifest
unto me; therefore I write unto you all.  And for this
ceuse I write unto you, that ye may know that ye
must all stand hefore the judgment seat of Christ, yea,
every soul who belongs to the whole human family of
Adam; and ye must stand to be judged of your works,
whether they be good or evil; ami also that ye maibe-
lieve the gospel of Jesus Christ, which ye shall have
among you: and also that the Jews, the covenant peo-
ple of the Lord, shall have other witness besides him
whom they saw and heard, that Jesus whom they
slew, was the very Christ, and the very God; and [
would that { could persuade all ye ends of the earth
to repent and prepare to stand before the judgment
seat of Ch:j:t.

7

. - i

CHAPTER 1L

Axp now it came to pass that in the three hundred
and sixty and third yeer, the Nephites did go up with
their armies to battle against the Lamanites, out of
the land Desolation. And it came to pass that the
armies of the Nephites were driven back again to the
land of Desolation. And while they were yet weary,
a fresh army of the Lamanttes did come upon them;
and they had a sore battle, insomuch that the Laman.
es did take poesession of the city Desolation, and
did slay many of the Nephites, and did take many
ni;.omm and the remainder did fiee and join the in-

itants of the city Teancum. Now the cily Tean-
rs by the seashore; and it was

cum lay in the;
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also near the city Desdlation. . And it was becavse the
armies of “tiie. Nephites: went upunto the Lamanites,
. that they begen to be dmitten; for were it not for that,
the Lamanites ‘could have had no power over them,
But behold, the -jndpnents of God will overtake the
wicked; and it.is by the wicked; thet the wicked are
punished: ‘for it is the wicked that stir-up the hearis
of the children of tnen -unto bloodshed. And it came
to pasgs that the Lumanites did muke preparations to
come against the cily Teancum. o
And 1t came {o pass in the three hundred and sixty -
and fourth year, the Lamenites did come agninst the
city Teancum, that they might take possession of the
eity Teantum alse. And 1t came to pass that they
were repulsed-and diiven back by the Nephites,. And
when the Neplites saw that they had driven the La.
maniles, they did again boast of theirstrength; and
- they went forth in their own might, and took posses-
sion again of the cily Desolation. And now alil these
things had been done, and there had been thousands
slain on both sides, both the Nephites and the. Laman-
ites. ‘And it came to pass that the three hundred and
sixty and sixth year had passed away, and the Laman-
ites came again upou the -Nephites to batile; and yet
the Nephites repented not ‘of the evil they had done,
but persisted in their wickedness continually. Andit
is impossible for the tongue 1o describe, or for man to
write a perfecy description of the horrible scene of the
blood and carnage which was among the people; both
of the Nephites and of the Lamanites; and every heart
was hardened, so that they delighted in the shedding
of blood continually: -And tthere never had been so
great wickedness among all the children of Lehi, nor
even among ull’ the house of fsracl, according to the
words of the Lord, as wére among this people.

And it ‘came to pass that the Lamnehites did take
possession of the city Desolation, and this becauss
their number did exceed the number of the Nephites.
And they did also march forward against the city Te-
ancum, and did drive the inhabitants forth out of her,
and did teke many prisoners both women and children,
and did offer them up as sacrifices unto their idol gods.
And it came to puss that in_ the-thtee hundred and
sixty and seventh year, the Nephites being angry be-
ecatse the Lamanites had sacrifiged: their women gnd
thigir childden, that they qid. go againat the Lamanites
with exceeding great anger, insomuth that ihey did

R S



BOOK:-OF MORMON, b5

beat aghin the Lamanites, and drive them out of their
lands; sud the Lamanites did not come again against
the Nephites, until the three hundred and seventy and
Sfth year. And in this year they did come down
aguinst thé Nephites with all their powers; and they
were not fiumbered because of tiie greatness of their
number. And from this time forth did the Nephites
guin no power over the Lamanites, but began to be
swept off by them even as-a dew before the sun. And
it came to pass that the Lamanites did come down
against the city Desolation; and there was an exceed-
mg sore battle fought in the land Desolation, in the
which they did beat the Nephites, And they fled
again from before them, and they came to the city
Boaz; and there they did stand against the Lamanites
with exceeding boldness, insouch that the Lamanites
did not beat them until they had come again the second
time. -And when they had come the second time, the
Nephitee were driven and slanghtered with an exceed-
ing greal slaughter; their women and their children
were again sacrifiged unto idols.  And it came to pass
* that ‘the Nephites did again flee from before them,
teking cll the inhabitants with them, both in towns
and viltages. And now 1, Mormon, seeing that the
anites were about to overthrow the land, there-
fore ['did go:to the hill 8him, and did take up all the
recarde which Amumaren had hid up unto the Lord,
And it came to pass that | did go forth among the
Nephitcs, and did repent of the oath which 1 had made,
that ¥ would no more assist them} and they gave me
command again of their armies; for they looked upon
me as 'thought | could deliver them from tlieir afllic-
tions. But behold, I was without hopes, for [ knew
the judgmants of the Lord which should comne upon
them; for they repented not of their iniquities, but did
strugzle for their lives, withont calling upon that Be-
ing who created them. And it came to pass that the
Lamanites did' come against us-as we had fled fo the
. oity of Jordan; but behold, they were driven back that
they did not zke the city at that time.  And it came
to puss.. that they eamé against us again, and we did
maintain thecity. And there were also other cities
whieli were maintained by the Nephites, which strong
holds did dut them off that they could not get into the
counity which lay before ts to destroy the inliabitapts
-qf-odrland. .+ But il came to pass that whatsogver
lntidsrwe-had passcd by, and the inhabitants thereof
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were not gatheréd iny,-were destroyed :by the Laman-
ites, and .their. towns, and villages, and cities were
burned with fire; and thus the three hundred and
seventy and nine years passed away.

And, it came to pass that in the. three hundred and
eightieth year, the Lamanites did come again against
us to battle, and we did stand against them buldly;
but it was all in vain, for so great were thair numbers
that they did tread the people of the Nephites under
their feet.  And it came to pass that we did again take
to flight, and those whose flight was swifter than the
Lamanites did escape, and those whose flight did not
exceed the Lamanites, were swept down and destroy-
ed. And row behold, I, Mormon, do notl desire 1o
harrow up the souls of men in casting before them
such an awful scene of blood and carnage as was laid
before mine eyes, but I knowing that these thinge
must surely be made known, and that all things which
are hid must be revealed uvpon the house tops, and al-
so that 2 knowledge of these things must come unto
the remnant of these people, and also unto the Gen-
tiles, which the Lord hath said should scalter this peo-
ple, and this geople should be counted as nought
aimong them, therefore 1 write a small abridgement,
daring not to give a full account of the things which I
have seen, because of the commandment which § have
received, and also that ye might not have too great
sorrow because of the wickedness of this people. And
now behold, this I speak unto their seed, and also to
the Gentiles, who have care for the house of lsrael,
that realize and know from whence their blessings
come. For I know that such will sorrow for the ca-
lamity of the house of Israel; yea, they will sorrow for
the destruction of this people; they will sorrow that
this people had not repented, that they might have
been clasped in the arma of Jesus. Now these thin
are wriflen unto the remnant of the house of Jacobi
and they are written after this manner, becanse it i
known of God that wickedness will not bring them
forth unto them; and they are to be hid up unto the
Lord, that they may come forth in his own due time.
And this is the commandment which 1 have received;
and behold they shall come forth according to the

‘; commandment of the Lord, wlen he.sbail see fit, in
. his wisdom. And behold they shall go unto the un-
i believing of the Jews; and for this intent shali they
" goi that they may be persuaded that Jesus is the
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s, (among whom was my son Moroni, ) and we having
survived the dead of our people, did beliold on the
morrow, when the Lamanites had returned unto their
camps, from the top of the hil Cumorah, the ten
shousand of my people who were hewn down, being
led in the front by me; and we also bebeld the ten
thousand of my people who were led by my son Moro-
ni, And behold, the ten thousand of éidgiddonah
bad fallen, and hie also in tiie midst; and Lamah bad
fillen with hia ten thousand; and Giigal had fallen
with hix ten thousmand; and Limhah had fallen with
Ins ten thousand: aud Joneam had fallen with his ten
thousand; and Cameniliah, and Moronibah, and Anti-
onum, and Shiblem, and Shem, and lJosh, had fallen
with their ten thousand each,

Aud it came to pass that there were ten more who
did fall by the sword, with their ten thousand each;
yea, even all my people, save it were those twenty and
foar who were with me, and also a few who had es-
caped into the south countries, and a few who had dis-
sented over unto the Lasnanites, had fallen, and their
flesh, and bones, and blood lay upon the face of the
earth, being left by the handsof those who slew them,
to moulder upon the land, and to crumble and to re-
torn to their mother earth. And my soul wes rent
with anguish, because of  the slain of,my people, and
I eried, O ye fuir ones, how could ye have departed
from the ways of the Lord! O ye fair ones, how could
ye have rejected that Jesus, who stood with open
arms 1o receive you! Behold, if ye had not done this,
ye would not have fallen. DBut behold, ye are failen,
and I mourn yourloss. O ye fair sons and daughters,

fathers and mothers, ye husbands and wives, ye

ir ones, how is 1t that ye could have fallenl But
behold, ye sre gone, and my sorrows cannot bring
your retuin; and the day soon cometh that your mor-
tal must put on immortality, and these bogies which
are now.mouldering in corruption, must soon become
incorruptible bodies; and then ye must stand before
the judgment seat of Christ, 1o be judged according to
your works; and ifil so be that ye are righteous, then
are ye blessed with 3’00.1- fathers who have gone before
you. O that ye had repented before this great destrue-
tion bad come upon you. But behold, Fe are gone,
and the Father, yea, the eternal Father of heaven,
knoweth your state; and he doeth with you according

to his justice and mercy.
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And now behold, I would speak somewhat unto the
remnant of this people who are spared, if it so ba that
God may give unto them my words, that they may
know of the thinge of their fathers; yen, I speak unto
you, ye remnant of the house of Israel; and these sry
the words which I apeak, know ya that ye ate of the
house of Ierael. Kuow ye that ye must come unto ro.
pentance, or ye cannot saved. Know ye that ye
must lay down your weapons of war, and delight no
more in the shedding of blood, and take them not
again, save it be that God shall command you. Kaow
ye that ye must come to the knovwledge of your [athers,
and repent of all your sins a.id iniquities, and believa
in Jesus Christ, that he is the Son of God, and that
he wag slain by the Jews, and by the power of the
Father he hath risen again, whereby he hath gained
the victory over the grave; and also in him 1 the
sting of death swallowed up.  Aund he bringeth to pass
the resurrection of the dead, whereby man must be
raised to stand before his judgment aeat. And he hath
brought to pass the redemplion of the world, whereby
he that is found guiltless before him at the judgment
day, hath it given unto him to dwell in the presence
of Grod in his kingdon:, to sing ceaseless praises with
the choirs above, unto the Father, and unto the Son,
and unto the Holy Ghost which are one God, ina
state of happiness which hath no end. Therefore re-
pent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus, and lay
hold upon the gospel of Christ, which ehall be set be-
fore you, not only in this record, but also in the re-
cord which shall come unto the Gentiles from the
Jews, which record shall come from the Gentiles unto
you. For behold, thisis written for the intent that ys
may believe that; and if ye believe that, ye will believe
this also; and if ye believe this, ye will know concern-
g your fathers, and also the 'marvelous works which
were wrought by tlie power of God among them; and
ge will also know that ye are a rempant of the seed of

acob; therefore ye are numbered among the peopla
of the first eovenant; and if it so be that ye believe in
Christ, and are baptized, first with water, then with
fire and ‘with the Holy Ghost, following the example
of onr Savjour according to that which he hath com-
manded us, 1t shall be well with you i the day of
judgment. Apwen, N I
Tk e e abate agan sh o
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CHAFPTER 1V,

Bzrovp I, Moroni, do finish the record of my Father
Mormon. Behold, I have but few things to write,
which things | have been commanded of my father.
And now it came to pase that aiter the great and tre-
wendoue battle at Cumorah, behold, the Nephites who
had escaped info the country southward, were hunted
by the Lamanites, until they were all desiroyed; and
my father also waa killed by them: and I, even remain
alone to write the sad tale of the destruction of my
people.  Bul behold, they are gone, and I fulfil the
coemmiandment of my father. And whether they will
slay me, I know not; therefore I will write and hide
up the records in the earth, and whither | go it matter-
¢th not. Behold, my father hath made this record,
and he hath written the intent thereof. And behold,
1 would write italso, if I had room upon the plates;
but § have not; and ore I have none, for § am alone;
my father hath been slain in battle, and all my kins-

ks, and 1 have not friends nor whither 1o go; and
how long the Lord will suffer that I may live, 1 know
not. Behold, four hundred years have passed away
since the coming of our Lord and Saviour. And be-
lold, the Lamanites have bunted my people, the Ne-
phites, down from city to city, and from place to place,
even until they are no more; and great has been their

; yea, great and marvelous is the destruction of
ny people, the Nephites. And behold, it is the hand
of the Lord which hath done it. And beliold also, the
Lamanites are at war one with another; and the whole
face of this land is one continual round of murder and
bloodshed: and no one knoweth the end of the war.
And now behold, | szy no more concerning them, for
there are none, save it be the Lamanites and robbers,
that do exist upon the face of the land; and thereare
none that do know the true God, save it be the disci-
Ples of Jeaus, who did tarry in the land until the wick-
edness of the people was so great, that the Lord would
not euffer them to remain with the people; and wheth-
er they be upon the face of the land, no man knoweth.
But behold, my father and I have seen them, and they
have ministered unlo us. And whoso receiveth this
record, and shall not condemnn it because of the imper-
feetions which are in it, thesamne shall know of greater
ﬁlmgo than these. Behold, I am Moroni; and were
it possible, I would make all things knowr unto you

: -
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Behold, I make an ‘end of speaking concerning this
people. I am the son of Mormon, and my father was
a descendant of Nephi; and I am the same who hideth
up this record-unto the Lord; the plates thereof are of
no worth, because of the:commandment of -the Lord,
For he truly saith, that no one shall have them to get
gain; but the record thereof is of great worth: and
whoso shall bring it to light, him will the Lord-bless,
For none can hive power to bring it to light, save it
be given himiof God; for God will ‘that it shall be
done with an eye single’ to his glory, or the welfare
of the ancient and long dispersed covenant people of
the Lord. And blessed be him that shall bring this
thing to light; for it shall be brought out of darkness
unto light, according Lo the word of God; yea, il shall
be brought out of the carth, and it shali shine forth
out of darkness, and eome unto the knowledge of the
people; and it shall be done by the power of God: and
if there be faults, they be the fanlts of 2 man. But
behold, we know no fault. Nevertheless, Gaod know-
eth all things; therefore he that condemneth, let him
be awdre lest he shall b2 in danger of hetl fire. And
he that sayeth, shew unto me, or ye shall be amitten,
let-him beware lest he commandeth that which is for-
bidden of the Lord. For behold, the same that judg-
eth rashly, shail be judged rashly again; for according
to his works shail his wages be; therefore, he that
smiteth, shall be emitten again of the Lord. Behold
what the scripture says man shall not sinite, neither
ehall he judge; for judgment is mine, saith the Lord;
and vengeance ie mine also, and I will repay. And
- he that shall brbathe out wrath and strifes against the
~ work of the Lord, and against the covenant people of
the Liord, who are the house of Israel, and shall say,
we will'destroy the work of the Lord, and the Lord
will not remember his govenant which he hath made
unto the house of Israel, the same is in danger tobe
hewn down and cast into the fire; for the eternal pur-
poses of the Lord shall roll on, until all his promises
shall ba fulfilled. Search the prophecies of Isaiah.—
Behold, I cannot write them. Yea, behold I say unto

ou, that those saints who have gone before me, who
Kave possegsedthis land, shall ery; yea, even from
the dust will they cry unto the Lord; and as the Lord
liveth,-he will ‘remember the covennnt which hehath
made withthem. *‘And he knoweth their prayérs, thal
thay were -iii behalf 6f ‘their brethren, And bieknow-
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aud he that is unhappy, shall be unhappy still. And
now, O all ye that have imagined up unto yourselves
a god who can do no miracles, I would ask of you,
have all these things past, of which I have spokent—
Has the end come yel? Behold I suy unto you, nay;
and God has not'ceasad fo be a God of miracles. De.
hold, are not the things that God hkath wrought, mar.
velous in our eyes? Yea, &and who can comprehend
the marvelous works.of God! Whoshall say that.it
was not a miracle, that by his word the heaven and
the earth should be; and by thie power of hie word,
man was created of the dust of the eartlt; and by the
power of his word, ‘hath miracl:s been wrought? And
who ghall say that Jesus Christ did not do many migh-
ty miracles? And there were many mighty miracles
wrought by the hands of the apostles. And if there
were miraeles wrought, then why has'God ceased to
be a God of miracles, and yet be an unchangable be-
ing. And behold T say unto you, he changeth not; if
50, he would cease to be God; and he censeth not :
be God, and is a God of miracles, - And the reason
why he ceuseth to do miracles among the children of
men; is becanse that they.dwindle in unbelief, and de-
part from the right way, and know net the Godin
whom they should trust.' Behold I say unto you,
that whoso believeth in Christ, -doubting nothing,
whatsoever he shell’ ask the Pather in the hame of
Christ it shall be granted him; and this promise is ua-
to all, even unto the énds of the.earth.* For behold,
thus saith Jesus Christ, the: Son of 'God, unto - his dis-
ciples who shouid tarry; {éa,fand also to all his disci-
pleg, in the hearing of the multitude, -go ye intoall
the world, and preach the gospeldo every creature;
and he that believeth and'is baptized, shall be saved,
but he that believeth not, shall be damned. And thes?
signs shall follow them that believe, in my name shali
they cast ont devils; they shall speak with new tongues
they shall take up serpents; andif they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shal lay
hands on the sick, andthey shall recover; and whoso-
ever shall: believe in my namg, ‘doubting nothing, uwnio
him. will I counfitm all “my words, even unto the ends
of the earth: - And'now beliold; who ¢anstand against
the works of-the Liord?l " Who ¢an dény this sayings?
Wihio'will ‘rise-0prdgaimst tHe 'almighty-power of the
Liord?::x Whowill* despise the«workdof 1 the Iordi—=
Who will despisésthe ghijdien of Cheiat 7t/ Behold; sl
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ye who are despisers of the works of the Lord, for ye
shall *wander ‘and perish.. O then despise not,* and
wonder not, but hearken unto the words of the Lord,
and ask the Father in the name of Jesus for what
things soever ye shall stund in need. Doubt not, bug
be believing, and begin as4dn times of old, and come
unto the Lord with all your heart, and work out your
own salvation witlh fear and trembling before him.—

Be wise in the days of your probatiom; strip yourselves
of all uncleanness: ask not, that ye 10ay consume jt
on your lusts, but ask with a firmmess unshaken, that
ye will yield to no temptation, but that ye will serve
the true and living God. See that ye are not baptized
unworthily; see thiat ye partake not of the sacraument
ot Chirist unworthily; but see that ye do all things in
worthiness, and ¢do itin the name of Jesus Christ, the
Son of the living God; and if ye do this, and endure
to the end, ye will'in no wise be east out. Behold, [
speait unto you &s though 1 spuke from the dead; for 1
know thal ye shail hear my words. Condema ine not
because of mine imperfection; neither my father, be.
cause of his imperiection: neither them who have
written before him, but rather give thanks unto God
that he hath made manifest unto you our imperfee-
tions, that ye may learn to be more wise than we bave
been. :

+ And now behold, we have written this record accor-
ding to our knowledge in the characters, which are
calied among us the reformed Egyptian, being handed
down and .aitered by us, according to our manner of
speech. And if our plates had been suﬂicientlé large,
we ‘should have written in Hebrew; but the Hebrew
hath been altered by us also; and if we could have
wrilten in Hebrew, behold, ye would have had no im-
perfection in our record. But the Lord knoweth the
things which we havewritten, and also that none oth-
er people knoweth our language, therefore he hath
prepared means for the interpretation thereof And
these things are written, that we may rid our garments
of the blood of our brethren who Lave dwindled in un-
belief. And behold, these things which we have desi-
red concerning our brethren, yea, even their restora-
tion to the knowledge of Christ, is according to the
prayers of all the saints who have dwelt in the land.
And may the Lord Jesus Christ grant that their pray-
ers'may be answered according to their faith; an -mx
God the Father remember the covenant which he ha
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made with the house of Israel; and may he bless them
fzrevet, through faith on the name of- Jesus Christ.—
men. : B

f
—rraifisnn

: ' BOOK OF ETHER.
CHAPTER I.

R}
¥

Axp now I, Moroni, proceed to give an account of
those ancient inhabitants who were destroyed by the
hand of the Lard upon the face of this north country.
And I take mine account from the twenty apd fow
plates which were found by the people of Limhi, which
is called the book of Ether. And ag I suppose that
the first part of this record, which speaks concerning
the creation of the world, and also of Adam, and an
account from that time even to the great tower, and
whatsoever things transpired among the childrer of
men until that time, is had among the Jews, therefore
I do not write those things which transpired from the
days of Adam until that time; bui they are had upon
the plates; and whoso findeth thein, the same wil
have power that he may get the full account. But be-
hold, I give not the full account, but a part of the as-
count 1 give, from the tower down until they were
destroyed. And on this wise do I give the account.—
He that wrote this record was Ether, and he wasa
descendant of Coriantor; Coriantor was the son of
Moron; and Moron was the son of Ethem; and Ethem
was the son of Ahab; and Ahah was the son of Seth;
and Seth: was the son of Shiblon; -and Shiblon was the
son of Com; and Com was the son of Coriantum; and
Coriantum was the son of Amnigaddah; -and Amnig-
addah was the son of Aaron; and Aaron was a descend-
ant of Heth, who was the son of Hearthom; and Hear-
thom was the son of Lib; and Libwas the son of Kish;
and Kish was the Son of Corum; and Corum wag'-l.he
son of Levi; and Levi was the son of Kim; and Kim
was the gson of Morianton; and Morianion was a de-
scendant of Riplakish; and.Riplakish®was the son of
Shez; and Shez was the son of Heth; and Heth was
the son.of Com;iand Com ‘was the son of Coriantum;
and Coriantam: was:-the son -of Emer; -and Emer wes
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the son of Omer; and Omer was the son of Shule; and
Shule was the son of Kib; and Kib was the son of
Orihah, who was the son of Jared; which Jared came
forth with his brother and their families, with some
others and tireir families, from the great tower, at the
time the Lord confounded the language of the people,
and swear in lis wrath that they should be scaitered
upon all the face of the earth; and according 1o the
word of the Lord the people were scattered. And the
brother of Jared, being a large and a mighty man, and
being a man highly favored of the Lord: for Jared hig
brother said unto him, cry unto the Lord, that he will
not confound us that we may not understand our words.
And it came {o pass that the brother of {Jared did cry
unto the Lord, and the Lord had compassion upon Ja-
red; therefore he did not confound the language of Ja-
red; and Jared and his brother were not confounded.
Then Jared said unto his brother, cry again unto the
Lord, and it may be that he will turn away his anger
from them wno are our friends, that he confound not
their language. And it came to pass that the brother
of Jared did cry unto the Lord, and the Lord had com~
passion upon tieir friends, and their families also, that
they were not confounded. And it came to pass that
Jared.spake again unto his brother, saying, go and in-
quire of the Lord whether hie will drive us out of the
land, and if he will drive us out of the land,
ery unto him whither we shall go. And who
knoweth but the Lord will carry us forth into a land
which is choice above all the earth. Andif it zo be,
let us be faithiul vnto the Lord, that we may receive
it for our inheritance. '

+ And it came 10 pass that the brother of Jared did
ery unto the Lord according to that which had been
spoken by .the inouth of Jared. And it came to pass
that the L.ord did hear the brother of Jared, and had
compassion upon him, and said unto him, go to and
gather together thy flocks, both male and female, of
every kind; and also of the seed of the earth of every
kind, and thy families; and also Jared thy brother and
his family; and also thy friends and their families, and
the friends of Jared and their families. And when
thou hast done this, thou shalt go at the head of them
down into the valley, which is northward. And there:
will | meet. thee, and I will go before thee into a land
which is choice above:all the Jand of the earth. And
there-will I bless thee and xgly seed, and raise up unto
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me of thy seed, and of the seed of thy brother, and
they who shall. go with thee, a great nation. And
there shall be none greater than the nation which
will raise up unto me of thy seed, upon all the face of
the earth. And thus I will do unto thee because this
long time ye have cried unto me.

And it came to pass that Jared, and his brother, and
their families, and also the friends of Jared and his
brother, and their families, went down into the valley
which was northward, (and the name of the valley
was Nimrod, being called after the mighty hunter,)
with their flocks which they had gathered together,
male and female, of every kind. And they did also
lay snares and catch fowls of the air, and they did also
prepare a vessel, in which they did carry with them
the fish of the waters; and they did also carry with
them deseret, which, by interpretation, isa boney bee;
and thus they did carry with them swarms of bees,
and all manover of that which was npen the face of the
land, seeds of every kind. And it came to pass that
when they had come down inte the.vailley of Nimrod,
the Lord came down and talked with ihe brother of
Jared; and he was in a cloud, and the brother of Ja.
red saw him not. And it came to pass that the Lord
commanded them that they should go forth into the
wilderness, yea, into tnat quarter where there never
had man been. And it came to pass that the Lord did
go before them, and did talk with them as he stood in
a cloud, and gavedirections whither they should travel.
And it came to pass that they did travel in the wilder-
ness, and did build barges, in which they did cross ma-
ny waters, being directed ‘continually by the hand of
the Lord. And the Lord would not suffer that they
should stop beyond the sea in the wilderness, but he
would that they shounld come forth even unto the land
of promise, which was choice above all other lands
which the Lord God bad preserved for a righteous peo-
ple; and he had sworn in his wrath unto the brother
of Jared, that whoao should possess this land of prom-
ise, from that time henceforth and forever, should
serve him, the true and only God, or they should be
swept off when the fulness of his wrath should come
upon them. And now we can behold the decrees of
God concerning this land, that it is a land of promise,
and - whatsoever nation shell possess it, shall:serve
God, or they.shall be swept off when the fulness of his
wrath:shall ‘come upon them! - And:the fulness of .his
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said unto him, because of thy faith' thou hast seen
that I shall take upon me flegh and blood; and never
has man come before me with such exceeding faith as
thou hast; for were it not so, ye could not have seen
my finger. Sawest thoun nrore then this? And he
answered, nay, Lord, shew thyself unto me. And
the Lord said uynto him, believest thou the words
which I shall speak? And he answered, yea, Lord, I
know that thou speakest the truth, forthou art a God
of truth, and canst not lie. And when he had said
these words, behold, the Lord shewed himself unto
him, and said, becanse thou knowest these things, ye
are redeemed from the fall; therefore ye are brought
back into my presence; therefore I shew myself unto
you. Behold, I am he who was prepared from the
foundation of the world 10 redeem my people. Behold,
Tam Jesus Christ. I amn the Father and the Son.—
In me shall all mankind have light, and that eternally,
even they who shall believe o my name; and they
shall become my sons and my dauggters. And never
have I shewed myself unto man whom I have crented,
for never has man believed in me as thou hast. Seest
thou that ye are created after mine own image? Yea,
even all men were created in the beginning, after mine
own image. Behold, thig body, which ye now behold,
is thetbogy of my spirit; and man have I created after
the body of my spirit; and.even as I appear. unto thee
to b}? in the spirit, will I appear unto my people in the
flesh. ¢
And now, as I Moroni, said I could not make a full
#account of these things which are written, therefore it
sufficeth me to say, that Jesus shewed himself unto
this man in the spirit, even after the manner and in
the likeness of the same body, even as he shewed him-
self unto the Nephites; and he ministered unto him,
even as he ministered unto the Nephites; and all this,
that this man knew that he was God, because of the
many greal works which the Lord had shewed unto
 him.  And because of the knowledge of this man, he
"could not be kept from beholding within the vail; and
he saw the finger of Jesus, which, when he saw, he
fell with fear; for he Lknew that it was the, finger
of the Lord;: and he had faith no longer, for he
knew, nothing doubting; wherefore, having this per-
fect -Knowledge of Gof,_ he. could not-be kept from
within the vail; therefore he saw Jesus; and he-did
minister unto him, . v R S ¥
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s And it came to pass that the Lord said unto the
brother of Jared, beliold, thou shalt not suffer these
things which ye have seen and heard, to go forth unto
the world, until the time cometh that I shall glorify
my name in the flesl; wherefore, ye shall treasure up
the things which ye have seen and heard, and shew it
to no man. And behold, when ye shall come unto
me, ye shall write them and shall seal them up, that
no one can interprel them; for- ye shail write them in
alanguage that they cannot be read. And behold,
these two stones will I give unto thee, and ye shall
seal them up also, with the things which ye shall
write. "For behold, the language which ye shall write,
[ have confounded; wherefore I will cause in mine
own due time that these stones ghall magnify to the
eyes of men, these things which ye shall write. And
when the Lord had said these words, he shewed unto
the brother of Jared all the inhabitants of the earth
which had been, end also all that would be; and he
withlield them not from his sight, even unto the ends
of the earth; for he had said unto him in times before,
that if he would believe in him, that he could shew
unto him all things—it should be shewn unto him;
therefore the Lord could not withhold any thing from
him; for he knew that the Lord eould shew him all
things. And the Lord said unto him, write these
things and seal them up, and I will shew them in inine
own due time unto the children of men.

And it came to pass that the Lord commanded him
that he should seal up the two stones which he had
received, and shew them not, until the Lord should
shew them unto the children of men. And the Lord
commanded the brother of Jared to go down out of
the mount from the presence of the Lord, and write
the things which he had seen; and they were forbid-
den to come unto the children of men, until after that
he should belifted up upon the cross; and for this
cause did king Benjamin keep them, that they shounld
not come unto the world until atter Christ should shew
himgelf unto his people. And after Christ truly had
shewed himself unto his people, he commanded that
they should be made manifest. And now, after that,
they have all dwindled in unbelief. and there is none,
save it be the Lamanites, and they have rejected the
gospel of Chriaty therefore Tam commanded that I
should: hige'them wp again in the earth, Behold, 1
have written upon these plates the very things which



376 : BOOX OF ETHER.

the brother of Jared.saw; there never was greater
things made manifest, than that which was made men-
itest unto the brother of Jared; wherefore, the Lord
hath commanded me to write them; and I have writ.
ten them, -And he commanded me that 1 should seal
them up; and he also hath commanded that ] should
seal up the interpretation thereof; wherefore I have
sealed up the interpreters, according to the command.
ment of the Lord. For the Lord said unto me, they
shall not go forth unto the Gentiles until the day that
they shall repent of. their iniquity, and become clean
before the Lord; and in that day that they shall exer-
cige faith in me, saith the Lord, e¢ven as the brother of
Jared did, that they may become sanctified in me,
then will I manifest unto themn the things which the
brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them
all my revelations; saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
the Father of the heavetis and of the earth, and all
things that in them are. And he that will contend
agaiust the word of the Lord, let him be accursed; and
he that shall deny these things, let him be aceursed;
for unto them will I shew no greater things, saith Je-
sus Christ, for.1 am he who speaketh; and at my com-
mand the‘heavens are opened and are shut; and atmy
word, the earth shall shake; and at my command, the
inhabitants thereof shall pass away, even so as by fire;
and he that believeth not my words, beleiveth not my
disciples; and if it so be that T do not speak, judge ye;
for ye shall know that it is I that speaketh, at the last
day. “But he that believeth these things which I have
spoken, him will I visit with the manifestations of my
spirit; aud heighall know and bear record. For be-
cause of my spirit, he shall know that these things are
true; for it persuadeth men to do good; . and whaisoev-
er thing persuadeth men to do good, is of me; for
good.cometh of none, save it be of me. 1am Lhe same
ihat leadeta men to all good; be that wiil not believe
my words, will not believe me, thatI am; and ‘he that
will not believe me, will not believe the Father who
sent me. .. For behold, I am the Father, I am the light,
and the life, and the truth of the world. Come unto
rae, O ye Gentiles, and I will shew urto you the great-
er things, the knowledge which is hid up because of
unbelief.  Comg unto me, O ye house of Israel, and it
shall be made manifest unta you how great: things the
Father hs up. for you, from the fonndation of

the world; ‘and it hath not come unto you, because of
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unbelief. Behold, when ye shall rend that vail of an-
belief which doth -cause you to remain in your awful
state of wickedness and hardness of heart, and blind-
ness of mind, then shall the great and marvelous things
which have been hid up from the foundation of the
world from you; yea, when ye shall call upon the Fa-
ther in my name, with a broken heart and a contrite
gpirit, then shall ye know that' the Father hath remem-
bered the covenant which he made unto your fathers,
O house of Israel; and then shall my revelations which
I have caused to be wrilten by my servant John, be
unfolded in the eyes of all the people. Remember,
when ye see these things, ye shall know that the time
is at hand that they shall be made manifest in very
deed; therefore, when ye shall receive this record, ye
may know that the work of the Father has commenced
upon all the face of the land. Therefore, repent all
ye ends of the earth, and come unto me, and believe
in my pospel, and.bebaptized in my name; for he that
believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that
believeth not, shall be damned; and signe shall follow
them that believe in my name. And blessed is he that
is found faithful unto my name, at the last day, for he
shall be lifted up to dwell in the kingdom prepared for
him from the foundation of the world. And behold,
it is I thet hath spoken it. Amen:

—

ol CHAPTER 1L LR
Axp now I, Moroni, have written the words which
were commanded e, according to my memory; and
Y have told you the things which I have sealed up;
therefore touch them not, in order that ye may trans-
late; for that thing is forbidden you, except by and by
it shall be  wisdom in God. And behold, ye may be
‘privileged that'ye may shew the plates unto those who
shall assist to bring forth this work; and unto three
shall they bé shéwn by the power of God; wherefore
they shall know of a surety that these things are true,
And in the mouth of three witnesses shall thesé things
be ‘established; ‘and the testimony of ‘three, and this
. Work, in‘the which shall be ‘shewn forth ‘the power of
N 1odee . n.} . . St
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