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comical eHect. At this time she denied

ever having been at Sp“ngﬂe'd’ nor could
she be made to recollect a single individual

with whom she was gcquainted here, except
one or two whom she had known in Brat-

tleborough. Even the name of the people
with whom she lived seemed unfamiliar
and Strange to her.

Generally her conceptions relative to
place were, to a certain extent, correct-
those relating to time were very Commonly

inaccurate.  She glmostinvariably supposed
it was day’ hence her common reply when

reminded that it was time for her to retire,
was, What! 44 to hed in the day time fI"
And when | g5y her notions relative to place
were iN accordance with fact, the statement
requires considerable limitat.ion. She gry
frequently imagined herself in a different
room from the one where she actually was,
and almost always in the room which she
usually occupied when awake.

Still her movements were always regulated

by the senses, and not py her preconceived
notions of ﬂ Her chamber was con-
INgS.
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tiguous to a hall, at one extremity of which
was the staircase. At the head of the stairs

was a door which was ysually left gpen, but
which was once closed after she was gsleep,
and fastened by placing the blade of a knife
over the latch. On getting up, she rushed
impetuously from her gom, and vithout
stopping, reached out her hand before she
came to the door, seized the knife, and

throwing 1t indignantly o~ the floor, ex-
claimed, "Why do you Wish to fasten me
in"l"

VVithout entering into minute  detail, |
will only mention some of the most remark-
able circumstances which occurred at this
early period of the complaint.

_Allusion has been made to her sewing in
the dark, and circumstances render it al-
most certain that she must at that time have
threaded her needle also. Sometime after
this occurrence she conceived the plan, dur-
iNg @ paroxysm, ©f making = bag, in Which,
as she gajd, to boil some squash. She was

then seen to thread a needle in a room in

which there was barely light enough te
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enable others to perceive what she was
about, and aftel~vards, the same pight, she
was seen to do it with her eyes closed.
In this condition she Comp'eted the bag’

and though a little puekered’ as she ob-
served, it still answered yegry Well to boil

the squash in.

INn one instance she not 0n|y arranged
the table for a meal, but actually prepared
a dinner in the pjght, with her gyeg closed-
She first went into the cellar in the dark,

procured the vegetables, washed each kind
Separate|y’ brought in the "0od and made
a fire. Vhile they were being boiled, she
completed the piperiligclicys of the table,
and their proceeded to try the vegetables to
ascertain whetlier they were guflieimitly
cooked.. After repeated trials, she observ-
ed the smallest of them were done-she
took them and after Waiting a |ittle,
said the rest would dg, and took them up
also. Theywere actually verywell cooked.
She then remarked that g a little girl
in the family, ate milk, and procured =
bowl for her-she also procured ore for her-
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self and ate it. As the fam”y did not seat
themselves at table, she became impatiem’
and Comp|a|ned that the men never were

ready for their dinner. IVhile engaged in
her preparations, she observed a |amp burn-
ing in the room, and extinguished it, saying
"she did not know Why people wished to
keep = lamp burning in the day time.” On
being requested t© go to bed, she gpjected,
alleging as = reason, that itwas day; but

was persuaded to do so by being reminded
that she ywas not well, and that sleep would

relieve her head. In the morning she ap-

peared s usual, totally unconscious of the
transactions of the preceding night.
At jirst, the paroxysms oOccurred gply in

the night’ and genera"y soon after she
Wwent to bed. As the disease ad d

they commenced earlier-she t
as|eep in the evening’ sittin
chair-or rather passed into t of

somnambulism; for her glegp, se
circumstances, was never natural. At a
still later period, the attack took place at

any hour during the day or eveninngf_
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ter she began to be affected in the day time,
the fit seldom"commeneed when she was in
bed; and” even when she retired, as she
often did, in this state, she usually remained
quiet tll the  paroxysni  sulgsided--though
at times she continued to tall: and sing.

Sometimes she sufl'ered tno distinct parox-

ysms N one day.

SECT- II. Guzf'tZ  description ofthe Paroxysm.

The follwing description ofthe ymoyzyfms has refe-
rence to that J-«<~fny| of the (1;:(3C i1 will-~li t'L
only J~<~rin»|

by = X1 8.0 1 Rrigs |3 frti<i n nts i1 _'=tcd™. pyft-'

this was |yj, most or .ir (mor ji.i,»'<nls were less
marked, and many ¢f. .emnh. | 1 .cd ntir8y.
The sta; if —i .ina.iT_mlisln was ysually

preceded by = full, heavy, unpleasant fe€l-
ing in the head-sometimes py headaeh,

ringing in the ears, cold extremities, and an
irresistible propensity to drows jpess, attend-
ed with a feeling as If weights were ap-
pended to the eye-lids. There was almost
alwa§*s = slight contraction of the eye-prows,
thelicheeks were flushed, and sometimes
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tinged with a crimson hue. By great exere
tions, the fit might be put offfor hours after
the gppearance ©f these symptoms ; but, in
order to gain this reprieve, it was necessary

for her to walk, or be engaged iN some ac-
tive employment. The most efibctual pre-

ventive was exposure © the open A&r. The

moment these precautions were relaxed,
and sometimes even IiNn the midst of her

active duties, she experienced what she de-
scribed as a sense oOf rushing te the head,
attended with a loss of the power of speech
and motion. Ifin this state she was imme-
diately carried into the gpen air, the fit was
often grrested; but if this was de|ayed a
moment too |gng, she lost all recollection,
and could not py gny efforts be aroused.
To a gpectator she appeared ke a person
going quietly to sleep. Her eyes were clos-

ed, the respirations became Jong and degp,
her attitude, and the motions of her head,

resembled those of a pgrgon N a profound

slumber.  During the tit, tle preathing,
though sometimes natural, was often hurri-

ed, and attended with a pecu“ar moanlng
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Sound, indicative of sufl’ering. At times

the pulse was accelerated, but generally it

did not \,qry Mmuch from the natuial stan-
dard. Ihave remarked, that in her nrst pa

roxysm the head was hot, but such was not

Common|y the case, nor was there any pe-
culiar throbbing of the temporal arteries-
the hands and feet, howe'el', were almost

invariably cold.
Her manner ditTel’ed exceed|ng|y in ditTer-

ent paroxysms. Sometimes she eng ~ged in
her usual occupations, and then her motions
were remark nhly quick and im petuous_she
moved with astonishing rapidity, and ac-
complished whatever she attempted with a
celerity of which she is ytterly incapable in
her natural state. She frequently satin a rock-

ing-chair, at times nodding, and then moving
her head from side to side with a kind of
nervous Uneasiness, the hand and fingers
being at the same time affected with a sort
of inv0|untary motion. In the intervals of
reading °r talking, and even when gngaged
in these yery acts, her nods, the expressions
of her countenance, and her apparent in~
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sensibility to surrounding objects, forced ypon
the mind the conviction that she was asleep.
Occasionally she was cheerful, disposed to

talk, and willing to exercise her powers ;
the greater part ©f the time she was irritable

and petulant. Pain in a circumscribed spot
on the left side of the head 55, | belleve,

always ar attendant on the paroxysm, and
frequently occasioned a degree of suffering
almost pheyond endurance. To this spot
she invariab|y pointed as the seat of her ag-
ony When she repeated the expression, it
Ought to be cut open, it Ought to be cut
open." Occasionally the whole gsystem
was thrown into ggitation, and she present-
ed the gppnearance ©f 2 person N a violent
fit of hyslerics.

Her eyes were generally closed, but at
times they were stretched widely open, and
the pupil was then yery considerably dilated.
These different states of the gy seemed to
occasion no dif]"erencc in the poyer Of seeing

-she saw apparenﬂy as well when they
were closed, as she did when they were

open. In the day time she a|WayS had the
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eyes covered with a bandage during the
paroxysm, nor would she allow it to be re-

moved for a S|ng|e moment, unless the room
was unusually dark. In order to test the

Sensibility of the eye, 1 took one gyening 2
small concave mirror, and held it so that the

rays proceeding from a |amp were reflected
upon her closed eyelid. IWhen the light was
so dilfuscd that the outline of the illuminated
space could scarcely be distinguished, it
caused, the rnornent it fell on the eyelid,
shock equal to that produced by an electric
battery, followed pythe exclamation, =~ why
do youy Wish to shoot me in the gyeg 1"
This experiment was repeated several times,
and was a|WayS attended with the same
result. It was also tried when she was
awake, and the ellizet, though 'ess striking,
was very przrceptinlel Tl same degree of
Iight thrown on my eyeﬁdS, occasioned no

pain.
How far she was sensible to the presence

of surrounding objects, it is very ditlieult to
determine ; indeed, facts seem to noye that

she was not, in every paroxysm, alike in
5
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this yegpect. N the early stage of her
Compla"‘]t’ she appeared to take little notice
of persons, unless they were connected with
py Il train of thought’ and then she regard_
ed those with her 0n|y as the representa-

tives ofthe persons Whom  she jmagined to

be present. Nor did the sight or the hear-
ing have any tendency to correct the false

impression. Thus, in herfirst ,a6xysm,
she regarded rie =as her father, and continu-
ed to do so as long as I remained with her .
but, in her sybsequent fits, this idea was
never revived.  Her conception ©f persons

was genera”y rnade to Correspond with the
idea of the pjgce in which she conceived

herself to be. She was in the habijt, when
Well, of spending her evenings in the room
with the children of the faniily’ and it was
in their company that she often imagined

herself to be during the paroxysm. The
questions which were at these times propos-

ed to her to test her powers of vision, were

cheerfully and readily answered, because
they were questions which it was natural

for children to aSk’ or, at Ieast’ she supposed
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Lhem to procccil I'r=»u| cliilclrcn. Biucli that
sho said was alf=0 ¢l5r¢ ctufl to th fm, though
it was evident, at tiinvs, 12 conceptions
and perceptions werc Stiamgc|y i11tc1'i'.lin-

gIC” In a pa1'<~\_'_f"r.|, >Ui'11 af'l=i° tho aurri-
val ofll<:i'fa\lici’, hoe (I~iff(l hor - y1"->~tjg11
which who au-\'¢>i<~l | = Cir ou lille

boy |)('|0||g|||', io thc fl'¢i ||p, WI»0 w2\s not
then iu the ixoin . heat his Ltnifo \WI1ICIl he
placed in her lia,i'_, sho jliniimliatuly ~ ifoq-
nized as hcl'  fatllur's, and WOJIOI1(l how
that camo to bo in Gprijiigtii-lil \V1lilc hc was
in BI°Z\li/C)OI(LIgll.  _\t = later [jo1|~JLIOf'10r
complaint, Who appuawd t° COLL1tlICI'1(1
more of what [[Mib)I£( i 11CI1'1CS0LCC,
and gccordingly Sho (NSill'lu,illy rtfllal’(.  to
read cards, or ~lININf, to cxpciiinciits ©f any
kind. These trials sho tlicn cvidentily re-
gardcd as se many attcniptg ' impose upon
hor; and in g&(ULII'LQ\il¢ conclusion sho
rcasonccl with  3\c1'7~6L <:¢»l|»~f~|clicy; for if
she actually cimlil i=":~ 1" zyply-a|'c;| to-
if to hor vjaion, ni;lli w.-  {OI'1\C[TX)(_ into
day, and darknkzss into light, while she was
unconscious of gpy thimr peculiar toher-
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self, what could be more annoying than to

be constantly teased with guestions which
to her senses were perfectly obvious 'l Ifa
request were made of her which appeared
reasonable, especially if it related to her
customary duties, she read”y did whatever
was required.

There is abundant evidence that she re-
collccted, during 2 paroxysm, circumstan-
ces which occurred in a former attack,
though there was no remembrance of them
in the interval. A single illustration wiill

suffice, though many mere might Pe given.

In a paroxysrn, 2 lady Who was present
placed in Iler hand a bead bag which she

had never before by__SGﬂlﬁ;.he e:~;alnined jt,
named the colors, and Compared them with
those of a pag belonging t° = lady in the
family. The latter pag being presented to

Iler in a subsequent paroxysin, the recol-
lection of the former was restored-she told

the colors of the peads, and made the same

remarks respecting the coniparative value
of the two bags that she had done before.

I had taken measures to Satisfy myse|f
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in the interval that she then renrerntered

nothing ©of the first impression.

Attempts to rouse her from this state
were yniformly unsuccessful. She heard,
she received tht pth the =fise>~ had no

tendency to v- Iron Ltr. _ , tiltnl cf cold
water "as IN —nt ..-trr._-— tmwxvn upon
her . she et-finin. tl, ~ Wj- v if - you Wish to

drown me !""-\ ent to her : ptyl»~.1°, chang-
ed her dress, and ca .tre th»\ n ggfn. Large
doses of Inmlvm .tt \>» =11 tnrrs  gjyen
her with a  1-n 1u r~li» « l»~' I tin-it ap-
peared to m|t’ l~_ Al it » - and she
was observed |'ljllv_t~i} t- v -l sn-—n after-
wards. Ext~its~n,tn - -1 <-xt J kol and
particularly att¢1»~~ 17 th'-\" forth her
peculiar povers, [lILtL'li~)l)" prolonged the
fits, and geiieratlly ag'g;:t'atetl the pain in
the head.

At the termination of a paroxysm, she
sunk into a profounrl “‘l»"’Vp. The ft'o\'n
disappeared from het | ~r -\, the regpirntions
again became |gng and deep, and the atti-
tude was that of a person in undisturbed

slumber. She soon began to gape and rub
5*



50 Janis e. RIDER.

her eyes, and these motions were repeated

after short In the

intervals  of  jgpgse.
course Of iifteen or twenty minutes from

the first gppearance ©f these symptoms, she

opened her gyes, when recollection was at
once restored. She then invariably revert-
ed to the time and p|agce at which the
attack commenced, and in no jnstance,
when under my care, Manifested 4, know-
ledge of the time which had g|gpsed, or the
circumstances which transpired during the
interval.

These

paroxysms
connected with the

and digestive organs.
was generally good,

were very Obviously
state of the stomach

Though the appetite

food often occasioned

oppression, and she not ynfrequently raised
a considerable portion of what she ate. She

also had headach, acidity ©f stomach, and

most of the Symptoms usua”y termed dys_
peptic. These circumstances had not in-

deed attracted much attention till after the
paroxysms; Put |
found that they had existed, in = slight

degree, for some time, and that |ately her
Sufferings from this source had been very

occurrence of the then
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considerably aggravated.  Improper food,
and other causes affecting the stomach di-

rectly, ! amn confident, in several instances,
occasioned an attack. The ygry first pg_
roxysm occurred a few hours after she had
eaten glarge quantity ©f green currants;
and two or three times afterwards, = parox-
ysm was occasioned by medicine which
disturbed the stomach.

During the tit she gry often called for
food, particularly for apples; but she sel-
dom awoke as soon as ysual, after having
gratitied her appetite. At a time when she
had jnvariably one or two paroxysms daily,
I gave her an grnetic, and afterwards allov-
ed her to take but a small guantity of the
simplest food; under this course she had
but one glight attack for tive days, and she
was N ayery respect much better. The
paroxysm which she had in this instance
occurred also .undel' circumstances illustra-
tive of the nature of the complaint. It
came on in the gtage, When she was on the
way t© pyWVv01'CC&ndl'was preceded by
sickness, to which she is yery subject When
riding in = close carriage.
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SECT. ||I.-Experiments proving the extraordinary power
of vision.

Though no decisive experiments were at
Erst made to establish the fgct, the mem-

bers of the family in which she lived were
very early convinced that she saw both
when her eyes were closed, and in the dark.
They were jrresistibly led to this conclusion,

when they saw her, night after night, per-
form that which seemed impossible for her

to do Without the aid of yjsijon, when at the
same time they could discover nothing
which indicated the want of sight. She
never petrayed any thing like hesitancy or
indecision-there was no groping, ne feeling
after the object which she wished to lay
hold of but the motion was quick and
direct, as If perfectly aware of its precise
situation. When obstacles were placed in
her way, or the position of a thing was
changed, she always observed it, and ac-
commodated herself to the change. This
kind of evidence, though perfectly satisfac-
tory to eye witnesses, is not so well calcu-
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lated to produce conviction in the minds of
others as tests of a different kind.

No direct trial of her powers of vision
was mMmade until Sabbath evening’ Nov.
IOt.h; when it was proposed to ascertain
whether she could read with her eyes
closed. She was seated IiN a corner of the

room, the ||ghts were placed at a distance
from her, and so screened as to leave her
i11 almost entire darkness. In this situation
she read with ease a great nuniher of cards
which were presented to her, some of which
were written with a pencil, and so ohscure-
Iv, that in a faint light no trace could he
discerned by connnon gyes. She told the
date of COinS, even when the figures were
nearly obliterated. A visitor handed her a
letter, with the (equest that she would read
the motto on the_seal, which she readily
did, although several persons present had
been unable to decipher it with the aid of a
lamp- The whole of this time the gyeg

were, to all gppearance, perfectly closed.
The second day after this exhibition of

her power, she fell as|eep in the morning



54 JANE C. RIDER.

in the act of procuring Water from the
pump. This was her Hrst attackin the day
time. Soon after, on going out of doors,
she observed to her companion, "what a
beautiful day it js, how bright the sun
shines I" It was in fact quite cloudy.
WVhen asked py one of the ladies of the

family to thread a needle, she refused, say-
ing, "you ean do it for yoyrself.”  Soon af-

ter, she.went into a nejghboring house,
Where there was an elderly |ady to whom

she often rendered this kind of assistance.

This |ady said, ~ Jane, ! am old, and cannot
see very well, will yoy thread ,y, needle for

me " She jmmediately complied with the
request, and threaded the needle not 0n|y
at that time, but once or twice afterwards.
She awoke from this paroxysm in the after-
noon, and was quite distressed to find the
fits peginning t° affect her in the day-
time.

The next morning she fell as|eep while 1

was prescribing for her, and her case haying
now excited considerable interest, she was

visited during that and the following day
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by probably mere than a hundred pegple.
To this circumetance, II1(IOUI(C<Ily, is to be
attributed the unprecedented |ength of the
paroxyein @ for she did not xvalre tih Friday
moming’ f‘vrty-eiglit hcur~ after the attack.
During this time she read a great 'ariett}’ of
card# \'I'lUt;l11 and pn-seliteil te her |-j ditltr-
ent jndividual=, told the time |y}' uatvhes,
and wrote >l wiiuiiees.

For greater Qt-~u:it , = seconl handker-
chief -as soinetim. plact 1 hi~l<~w the one
which she were yiji=taitl_' o—r hIT ries,
but gpparently \i-h ¢ w v g - eh-
struction to the “I'l|1. Flu* r |~>1'<»pt-atecl
with great propriety gnd df~t, ..~ inv—»' S-_=<=ral
pieces of poetry, SVHIC of \liiCI1 fhe had
learned in childhood, hut had forge tten, and
others which :he had by|||_.|-qqapl| Jseveral
years Since without haying erer committed
them to memory. N addition to thi= she
sung Se"elal gongs, such as " Auld Lang
Syne" and ~ 3ruue's _(I(I'CSS to his Army,"
il propriety and correctness. Yet She
ni-ver learned to sing, and never has been
known to sing a tune when awake. She
was gyidently very much exhausted py these
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efforts, and at times her sufferings were so
extreine-that she could not be jnduced to
answer any questions.

On Vednesday, Nov. 20th, | took a |grge
black silk handkerchief, placed between the
folds two pieces of cotton batting, and gp-

i it in such a that the cotton came
plied way
directly over the gyes  and completely filled
the cavity on each side of the nose-the
silk was d|St|nCt|y seen to be in close contact
with the skin. Various names were then
written on cards, both of persons With whom
she was vauainted’ and of those who were:
unknown to her, which she read as soon as
they were presented to her. This was done
by most of the persons in the room. In
reading she always held the 556 the right
side yp, and prought it into the line of
vision. The cards were genera"y p|aced

in her hand for the ,,pose Of attracting her
notice, but when her attention was excited

she read equa”y Well that vhich was held
before her py another. I do not know that
she ever read cards which she had never geen,

when On|y the back was presented to her.
Being desirous, if possible, t©© prove that
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the eye was gctually closed, | took two

large wads of cotton, and placed them di-
rectly on the closed eye"d_ and then bound

them on with the handkerchief before used.
The cotton filled the cgyjty under the
eyebrow, came down to the middle of the
cheek, and was in close cContact with the
nose. The former experiments were then
repeated without. 5py (IfFGIFCLICC in the re-
sult. She also took a pencil, and, while
rocking in her chaijr, wrote her outn pame,
each word geparately, and dotted the .
Her father, who was pri-sent, ttslwtl her to
write his name. "Shall | write Little Billy
or Stiff Bjlly,” was her ygply, [[llilgfilllllg that
the question was propocetl hy = little hyy of
the name of |V[[Ifillll)CI()I1gllIQ" to the fbilll-
|y She \|'ote Stiff B ||y_the two \'(I'LIS
without connexion, and after writing them
both, she went back and dotted the i in
each. She then wrote Spl’lﬂgleﬂ under

them, and after gpserving it = moment,
srnilingly rernarked that she had left out a

letter, and inserted the | in the proper

place.
A watch enclosed in a case was handed

6
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to her, and she was requested to tell the
time-after examining both sides, she gpen-
ed the cgs5e, and then answered the ques-
tion. Afterwards’ but in the same parox-

ysm, 2 gentleman present wrote his name
in characters so small that no one else could

distinguish it at the usual distance from the
eye. AS soon as the paper was put into
her hand’ she pronounced the name. It
was thought that any attempt t© open the
eye Would be indicated by the contraction
of the skin on the forehead’ but though she
was closely watched, nothing of the kind
was observed.

She also at this time repeated poetry
and gyng, as before. This she did almost

every paroxysm; and though there are
some pieces which she must have repeated

in this way Scores of t|mes, her knowledge
of them when she is awake is not in the
least jmproved by the practice. These
experiments were performed in the presence
of several of the most respectable and intel-
ligent gentlemen in town, and they were all
convinced there could be no deception.
¥Vhile she was in a paroxysm € few
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evenings aftenvards, the |[ights were re-
moved from her rpom, and the windows so
secured that no object was discernible.
Two books were then presented to her
which had been selected forthe purpose;
she immediately told the titles of poth,
though one of them was a book which she

had never seen before.

Monday, Nov. 25th, she was removed to
my house; but, though she had several
paroxysms 1N the interval, nothing worthy
of notice occurred till the 30th. The
morning ©f that day, as she was engaged
in her cystoniary py-1111)10}" 11881 4057
plained suddenly of dizziness, sealed herself
IN a chair, and immediately became insensi-

ble. Soon after, she applied a bztndage to
the gyes, went to her chamber and changed

part ©of her dress. She then came down,
and tagking a basket VI1ICI] she had pur-
chased the day belore, and which was much
soiled, remarked that it was dirty, and she
would wash it. This operation she per-
formed with as much neatness and despatch
aslshe could have done when awake.

The room in the front part of the house
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she had never seen except for a few mo-
ments several months since. The shutters

were Closed, and it was so dark that it was

impossible for any one possessing only ordi-
nary powers Of vision to (distinguish the
colors in the carpet.  She, however, though
her gyes were bandaged, noticed and coin-
niented on the various articles of fyrniture,
and pointed out the different colors in the
hearth rug. up,
several cards which were lying on the table.

She also took and read
Soon after gbserving her with a skein of
thread in her hgnd, | offered to hold it for
her to wind. She immediately placed it on
my hands, and took hold of the end of the
thread in a manner which satisfied me she
saw it, and completed the operation ==
Skilfully and read”y as if she were awake.
Having left the room py3,1]1()I]foundl], |
her on my return with her needle threaded,
and hennninga cainbric handkerchief. She
however soon abandoned her \Work, and
was then asked to read a little while aloud.
Bryant's Poems were given to her; she
opened the book, and turning to the ~ Than-»
atopsis," read the Whole, (three pages,) and
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thing being said about her manner of read-
ing’ she observed there were parts of the
piece which she did not ynderstand, that
she could read it much Letter if she under-
stood it. The day brfore, she had procured
several samples ©of ealivn at the gl<li~~  por-
tions of some of which had been washed
since the commencement of her paroxysm.
On their being Spread out Ilwmiwz her, she
not gnly told the shop at which she obtained
each, and named its Imrive, but c~|_i}»arr~d the
part which had been Washed with the piece
from which it was tgken, and winen there
was any change, pointed out the dilference.

A colored girI came iN and seated herself
before her: she was asked if she knew
that |gdy ; she smiled and returned no an-
swer. Some one said, "She has a beautiful
complexion, has she not'" Jane |gyghed
heartily, and said, "1 should think she was
somewhat tanned.”

At dinner, she took her seat at the table
as usual, helped herself to bread when it

Was 0ﬁered1 presented her tumbler for water,

and through the whole time, did not, by
Ge
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her manner or gctions, betray the least want
of S|ght After dinner the bandage which
she pyt over her gyes in the morning, and
which she had worn ever since, was taken
off, and in its place = black silk handker-
chief stuffed with cotton was bound on so
as to fit gccurately to the nose and cheeks.
Though extremely reluctant on account
of severe pain in the head, she _was at

length prevailed on to write a pgrt of the
" Snow Storm," one of the pieces which she

is in the habit of repeating when as|eep.
She Enished one stanza of six lines, and

part of a second. In writing she followed
for a time the ruled lines placed under her

paper, Put they having Peen displaced, she
proceeded Without them, continuing, how-

ever, nearly in a straight line. 1IN one or
two instances she failed to make a proper
division of the poetry into |ines, and several
times misspelled words which she would not
have done had she been awake. Twice
she noticed the jnaccuracy in the spelling,
and corrected it at the time, but when

writing the same word afterwards she fell

into a similar error. A person Standing
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behind her yery carefully interposed = piece
of brown pgper between her gyeg and the

paper ©n which she was Wrmng IVhen-
ever this was done she appeared py clist.1i"

and exclairncd, "don't, <lont"  For serie
tilnel watclterl her npf-rrowl} te asf-it: n

\'T'10i,llt'1"  the |aam|nge \.1< cor.~t't My in
plrice,l »ut I counl detert no {n _nie IN its
position.

A walcll was pres-ntfe| to h-», the fare
of whieh was c~n"eal~- il by » p'¢ St
paper placrd IJLI\tt,11 '+ and ilu- cIifys fil.
Instead of telling the lI1.(, = v < rs¢r~|,
"~ Any thing put 2 pnptr \:tul. 3

In the evening, \li-en the 1 um \as
so dark that nothing Im* the p-~~ftL-~n or tlw
windows could he iliserrinil ., eocinunn
eyes, @ I»lue fanvy I<anJicel'm:» 1 was Jle~ ~l
before her, and She was rsiced if she did not
wish for a beautiful pint; I1andk»,'=~tli_r»f-she
replied, o hope ! Irnowlluel rc»ni pink."

The next day, during = paroxysin, she
went into a dark room and selected from
among several |etters, having ditferent direc-
tions, the one bearing the name which she
was requested to find. She was heard to
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take p one letter after another and examine
it, till she came to the one for which she
was in search, when she exclaimed, = Here
it is,” and brought it out. She glsg, With
her eyes bandagecL wrote of her own accord
two stanzas of poetry on a slate . the lines
were straight and parallel.

ue circumstancel have omitted to men-
tion, which js the ,oer Of imitation which
she occasiona”y exhibits. This extends
not 0n|y to the manner, but to the |anguage
and sentiments of the persons whom she
personifies; and her performances in this

way are se striking, and her gonceptions of
character so jyst, that nothing can be more
comical.

This, like her other extraordinary powers,
is confined to the somnambulist state-at
other times she does not exhibit the slightest

trace ofit.

Many other circumstances might be ad-
ded similar to those which have been de-
tailed; enough, however, has been gjven
to illustrate the pecyligr features of this sin-

gular case. I have not myself been a wvit.
ness Of every fact here related but | have
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mentioned nothing differing in kind or more
remarkable in degree than | have seen with
my ©wn eyes. However extraordinary these
phenomena may appear, therefore, 1 do not

hesitate to vouch for the genera| accuracy

of every statement.

SECT. |V.-.Qbstractfrom the rccords ofthe hospital 4f
by IVOTC-STET".

was gggravatel by the daily trial of her ;o

culiar [)<» Bl's T VIiAITII she was Subjected by
a constant sm cw--ion of visitors, arrange-

ments were made for Jane's removal to the

Hospital in |\/orcc=ter, where she could en-
joy that seclusion which seemed essential

for her cure. 4 e according|y I1t-ft Spring_
field the iifth of December, and was the

same day rec<'i; into the Hosp”:a'
The fo”owing abstract from the da||y re-

cord of cases kept in that institution will be
found to confirin the observations which had
been before made relative to her extraordi-
nary power of vision, and will show the pro-
gress which has been made towards a cure.
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Jane had no paroxysin till the evening of
December Gth, the day after her adniission.

"Immediately after falling asleep she be-
gan to breathe with difficulty, her mind
seemed to |gbor, and she was ypeasy and in

perpetual motion. She said nothing till
questions wete asked her. She told the time

of day by = Watch, in the dark, with her eyes
closed-the fire was not extinguished, and of
course it was not entirely dark. Her pulse
was 72 in a minute, and without irritation.
She answered questions regularly, but with
an air of jmpatience; and said "they kept
asking her to read, but. she would not.”
She declared she would not 44 to |Vorcester,
and said she was at Mr. Stebbius's in Spring-
field. Afterwards she complained she was
locked p in the Hospital, and did not wish
to gtgy, and that she would not have come
here if she had expected to be lockedup. ©ne
hour and a half after the commencement of
the paroxysin, her feet were placed in a bath
of the Nitro-Muriatic Acid. In five minutes
she became cg|lm, and went into a quiet
sleep: in a few minutes more she waked

Vvery pleasant.”
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From this time till the 13th, she had
from one to three p5r0xysms daily ; in some
of which = she repeated passages ©f poetry
very SWeetly’ sung Some tunes with cor-

rectness; and, With her eyes pandaged, walk-
ed about the house, and from rconr to (gom,

without inconvellicne<:.." Many of these
paroxysms, the Doctor gpserves, he is now
satisfied were occasioned by |mpr0per fOOd,

particularly by the free use of fruit.

Dec. 13. "Jane had a more interesting
paroxysm than at 5,y time In,-fare since her
residence in the Hospital. INn a pziroxysm
the clay previous, she It»~t a book which she
could not afterwards find. py| m1 nc~dﬂar>tf'ly
the access of the 5 oxysrn to-day, she went
to the gofg, raised the cyshion, took up the
book, and eoinnienced reading. She read
two or three jyges to herself. Her eyes
were then covered with a white handker-
chief folded so as to make 8 or 10 thickness-
es, and the g,5005 below the bandage filled
with strips of black velvet. She then took
a book and read audibly, distinctly, and cor-

rectly, nearly = page. Itwas then proposed
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to her to play backgammon. She said she
knew nothing of the game, but consented to
learn it. She commenced,playing with the
assistance of one acquainted with the moves,
and gcquired = knowledge ©f the game
very rapidly. She handled the men and
dice with facility, and counted OH' the points
correctly, Had another paroxysm in the
afternoon in which she played 2 number of
games of backgammon, and made such pro-
ficiency that, without gny assistance, she
won the sixth game of Dr. Butler, who is
an experienced player. Knowing her to be
a novice, he suggested several alterations in
her moves-these alterations she declined
making, and the result showed the correct-
ness of her judgment. The Doctor, a little
mortified at pheing beaten py = sleeping girl,
tried another ggme, in Which he exerted all
his skill. At its close she had but three
men left on the ppard, and these so situated
that a sjngle move would have cleared the
whole.  VVhile she was gngaged in this
game, an apple was taken hom a (ish,
in which there were several ygrieties, and
held before her, but higher than her eyes.
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On being asked its color, she raised her hag(

]
like a person Who wished to see an object =
little elevated, and gave & correct an:<ver to

the question. ~ In the lucid jnterval, half

an hour after she awoke from the paroxysm,

it was proposed te her to play haclifganimon.
She observed she never saw it p|ayed’ and
was wholly ignorant ©f the ffiaitj-o11 trial
it \ s found she could not even set the

men."

Dec. 15. ° Paroxysm rathvr sinffular.
She is full of mischiiwf like a rogui -h cl].1—I--
is very pleasant all the while, hui will not
rr-ad. At. twilight her eyes "tI'=" 11DI'0 gpen
than common, but she in<és|.=<l :ItT(_t)¥litl1(»i,
see. Ate too hegrtily and felt si:in<ss at
stolnacl'l."

Dec. 16." Has been ditlerent in the

parox-
ysms to-day. She gpens her eyes and declares
she cannot gee, When they are shut. llvIItill

reading, ! placed my fingers on her gyes -
she said |mmed|ate|y it was total dzmrliness,

and she could not read a word. The fact
7
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that her eyes @© open in the paroxysms

proves thatthey are less gysceptible to light,
and of course that her vision is less acute.

At dinner her gyeg were gpen, and all the
family supposed her awake . but she declared
in the evening she had not the least recol-

lection of dining’ of seeing some friends, or

of witnessing = catastrophe in the gallery
which disturbed the whole family, and in

which she was much interested at the

time."

Dec. 18. ~ In the paroxysm this evening her

eyes are open, and she gppears, iN all respects,
like a person awake : yet her manner is

very ditTerent from that which she usually
exhibits. She evidently has lost her former
acuteness Of sight-she protests She can see
nothing when plinded, and will not attempt
the least thing_"

Dec. 19. "During the Whole day the

appearance Wwas theé same as on previous
days, excepting her mind was mere tranquil,
and she was more (isposed *© melancholy.
She once said her head ached, and felt
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strangely. She appeared very much like a
her a letter about

person insane. | gayve
four g'clo<:l»;, which she read, and remarked
that she did not know that her friends
expected her to write to them. At nine
o'cloek’ she was asked if she had seen a
letter from Springfield - she denied that she
had, but recollected circumstances which
transpired yesterday; and, in this respect,
was different from what she usually is during

the paroxysin. A stranger Would g5y you
have got an odd or insane girl, but would

suspect nothing mere- My family disagreed
about the time of her coming out of the

paroxysrn; °ne thought she was out of it
when others thought not.*

Dec. 21. "Very Well and wakeful all

day’ but in the evening had a paroxysm of

complete insanity; talked, ran about the
house, and refused to take her medicine.

YV}~en forced to take it she shed tegrs, and
fell into a sort of hysterica| Sobbing’ which
lasted some minutes."

Dec. 24. © Had a paroxysm in the even-

ing, 'n which she played hackgannnon: at
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first her eyes were C|osed, afterwards Wide
open. She said she could not read a Word
or see at all when blinded. Lately her face
has been less flyshed, and her head less

painful."

Dec. 30. In a paroxysm to-day she wrote
the foIIowing letter to her aunt. She after-

wards remembered that she had Written a

letter, but could not recollect its contents.

' DEAR AUNT,
1 feel that it is my duty to Write to

you, and inform g, of my Situation, as it
is a yery critical one. | received a letter

from father yesterday’ Say|ng he had not
Written to y,qy, and wished me to do so. |

thought | would ¢y, Perhaps you will
wonder how | came to Vvforcester Hospital
-but itis for 4,,, health. As | prize that

above every thing else, I was Willing to
deny myself 2 great many pleasures only
for a few months. Ileft home .last April
and jvent to Springfield With a young lady
of my acquaintance’ and lilced there so well
that | concluded to gtgy and spend the
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summer. Vhile there | was attacked with
the disorder that has brought 1116 to the
Hospital. The first attack was in June.

It was about ten in the evening_the peop|e
called a physician; he thourfht it wa? par-
tial derangeinent’ and gave ™Me an entetic

that stilled me a ||tt|e, and | got over |t’

and the next day was quite well. The
people thought it was a very strange disor-
der, and let it 555 Off But | was troubled
almost g\ ery Week with the same djsorder,
and it soon became something serious. |
found | was growing worse ayery day' and
was put under the physician's care. Medi-
cine did not seem to have any efiect, and 1
was still gr0W|ng worse. In October | was
attacked in the dgy time. It was Tuesday
ing, when I went into a natural sleep and
awoke 5 and knew nothing of what had

passed. ! Will not try to give you any de-
scription of what |did, asl! presume you
have read it in the newspapers, 25 my

case was the one r<'ferred to, and |1 think

the pieces are not exaggerated in the least.
Father was .., for when | was in one

glet¥
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of my turns, as | do not know what else to
call them, and reached Springheld in about
48 hours . and an hour after | came out of
it. He expected to take me home with
him; butl was taken the next morning,
and continued so most of the time he was
in Springfield. He said it was no place for
me at home, and there must be Something
done. They then concluded to bring me

here, as pe0p|e thought ifl could be cured
any Where it would be here; and I am h

py
to ggy | am much better than | was when
I came here. I have been here about a

month, and | think 1 shall be entirely well
in two months e, as my turns are not
near as Qoften, and no two have been alike.
The pe0p|e of Spr|ngf|e|d were so Mmuch
interested for me, that they oil'cred to pay
my board here until I was well ; so the night

I left Sprlngfleld] had a present of 48 dollars."

In the evening of the day eon which she
wrote the letter she had a yery distressing
paroxysm, Which was followed by = mild
form of fever which lasted several days:
for an account of which see Dr. Woodvard'§

letter of January 6th.
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Juz 10. "~ Did not feel well all day yes-

terday-had confusion of head and flushing

of face. At eyvening she had a paroxysin
in which she recollcctcd all that was done

in the day; and after the p50xysm all t-hat
was done in it. It lasted but half an hour’
when she went into a quiet sleep and slept

till morning."

Jan. 11-13. "Had Slight paroxysms in
which consciousness was not lost-recol-

lected in the ,5r0xysing What transpired in
the interval, and in the interval the circum-
stances of the paroxysm_-is greaﬂy inclined
to indulge N eating, and if she eats freely
is unusua”y dull and S|eepy afterwards."

Jan. 19. ° Has_had ene or two Daroxysms
since the 13th similar to those last described.
In the one to-day she repeated the "Pilgrim

Fathers” yery distinctly and correctly. |
had censured her for eating fried cakes and

the like between meals . and she kept a fast
during the paroxysm to_day, but called for
pancakes, which she said might be eaten
with impunity o~ fast-days."
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To the preceding history’ Dr. 'IrvVoO(Iv{1I°(l
has Subjoined the foIIowing statement of his
views respecting the nature of the (isease,
and an outline of the treatment which has

been pursued.

" IVorcester, Jan. 29th, 1834.
"The above abstract is taken Correctly

from the records of the Hospital, and forms
an epitome ©f this interesting case of som-
nambulism since the subject of it has been
in the institution. The opject In placing
Miss Rider in the Hospital was that she
might be so far secluded from the intercourse
of visiters as to afford a more ifavorable
chance for a cure. The medical treatment

pu.sued by her physician, Dr- Belden, was
the same in genera' as that adopted at the
Hospital; and our views of the nature of
the case and the causes which led to the

extraordinary symptoms perfectly coincide.

To restore the equ“ibrium of the cjrculation,
and to warm the feet, Which were glways
cold, the Nitro-Muriatic Acid bath was pre-
scribed, and has been continued almost dai|y

to this time. The Tincture of Guaiacum,
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Till.rure of Sgnguinaliia, and calomel in
small doses, were also given "i¢ll the inten-
tion of 1.j:c'lyg a s by('I'nIVILicl:, Ft tids
per|_'r| cf |lib, is ffm-L'i.. w | _:=0l1li», curl to
the py-8mMeLril1ll o. v IF T If i wx I~
C||:‘*1';g“. E111 sta'-= » 19 . e th»l.¢en'1'8 -

i»d. illfi°l/_V-_LL'; ak) |, =_I 7~f~f-_S
- fre Z~}‘f}|‘ | to If 1 " ~f L ¢l
] LAL~1»:T»- 0 -z 3 - IAYL IO
till-1I=.121"r.";<t__ vV «IL »"~~ G mr L"ve
i4 il qqewe—3yq. o PP — 77 1 HIY min-l
i ¢y of the » -5 |= v - f-ly
t1mlomit¢»tim 4 -  fy — 1~ lood
NI T mlE e s fy - A
T. —2. vy o+ ~" a4 nn |IL~ \1'O'I't-

czlif ' ~lI- o ~ '~ S trge
| " ' o o
zIy f-QQ: © im0
e Moo : Vs \LtiL-
S oL av, u»f>»> o on o xl. eXIl;l~itions

o lie= IFT fjnj, 1l mall ily Acts sinned in

I'."s ||I|1r|_' ('m0 nz - :re etrlctly correct.
" s B. ll_OOD\.-KRD,"

During u late vislt o [Vpl'cestel,| had
an opportunity ©f vimessing te improve-
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ment in the health of my patient since her
residence in the Hospital. Her face has
lost the flush which it used habitually to
Wear-the head is now seldom painfuL and
there is no tenderness at the spot formerly
affected, and the natural, healthful temper-
ature of the extremities has been restored.
There is still some Oppression after eating’
especially if she deviates from the regulations
which have been prescribed respecting her
diet; and gny gross Violation is almost

certain to be followed py a paroxysm. Strong
Inental emotion tgo, or any kind of mental
or physical excitement,_conduces te the
same ejTect; and, sometimes, is of itself
sufticient to occasion a fit. In a paroxysm
which occurred While | was there, the eyes
were gpen and gppeared nearly natural-

the pupll was, perhaps1 a little more dilated
than common. Her manner was hurried-

the speech and motions rather quick and
abrupt. She appeared to be sensible of
every thing which took place around her,
-knew me, and answered my questions
with propriety and correctness; and, se far
as lcould (djscover, had 2 proper concep-
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tion of the relations of time and place. A
handkerchief having been tied over her gyeg
she declared she could not see at all--said
that it was perfect darkness to her. During
the whole time her perceptions appeared to
be more quick nd vivid than natural. Her
remarks, as ill the earlerp'l‘ods of her
disease, were often (istinguislied for a
degree of wit and hrilliancy peculiar to these
occasions. She g|sg, at this time, suni as
she formerly did. In the gy, s'sjz she
recollected cireuinstanl'e~ winel. t:'an~pired
a short time hefore, hui did it tht next
day, by 1™ =111=1]WHh&¥ loteurrd~»l  in the fit_
The terinination of the | 3~ - often
less distinct than it fM<Ti}y  \a—, though
the access, | beliee, e~»litinu> to be well
marked.

Most of the facts contained :ll the follow-
ing letters have already Peen net ced in the
Journal; but, as some of these facts are
stated in the letters more fully, and with
additional cjrcunistances, it il1L4I1CGlI thought
that the history ot the ease would be ren-

dered more complete by inserting them in
the order in which they were received.
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" Wforcester, Dec 18th, 1833.

~ DEAR Doeron,
I have deferred writing you on the. inter-

esting ease of somnambulism to this time,
as | have llad nothing interesting, and
partICU|aI’|y nothing new,“ to Cornmunlcante
fe repeated your experiinents ©f reading,
&e. with gyccess; and our experience
confirms  yours fully, as our records wiill
show. Jane learned the game of back-
gammon during e paroxysms, and now
plays it well in them, but cannot p|ay it at
all in the lucid interval. She has had from
one to three paroxysms = day till yesterday,
when she had none. If yndisturbed, she is

quiet, and the paroxysins do not exoeed an

hour, during which she gays little or nothing
-—-if attempts are made to draw from her

any thing interesting she remains much
longer N theé paroxysm. Indeed she has
never Waked till she was quiet and still. On
Sunday the nature of the y46xysms changed
--she became ygry mischievous about the
house, and turned every thing tOpsy-turvy--
she laughed constantly, and her eyeg were
open. On Monday this appearance was
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still more manifest-her gyeg were wide open
-her visionnatural, and she could not see at all
blinded,-itis as dark as midnight, she says.

She gppears ik any person awake, but
more like an insane than a rational g|r|

Monday evening she said her head was
better than it had been for several months,

and she had no disposition to sleep. To-day
she was \Walieful, and has been busy. This
evening she has a paroxysm wide awake, and
is at this time playing backgammon, of
which  game she is fond during t1e parox-
ysm, but says nothing about it in the lucid
interval. During the game, | p|aced a.
handkerchief over her gyeg: she stopped
immediately, and said, It is total darkness
| urged her to move, but she insisted She
could not see at all.  She is as well as usual,
apparently contented, and generally pleasant
--in her paroxysms much more so than she was
when she came here. I have used the
Nitro-Muriatic acid path, and the Calomel
plll’ at n|ght’ and Tinct. Guaiacum in doses
of one drachm three times a day. She has

frequently come out of the ,,.0xysm while
8
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her feet were in the bath. She inclines to

eat too freely, and during the paroxysm
scolds about Dr. Belden's short gllowance;
but glways speaks respectfully of you, and
all her Spnngﬂeld friends, when out of the
paroxysm.

On Monday' the day she was wide awake,
she sat at table and ate her food as ysual,
and no one Supposed her to be in a parox-

ysm. She witnessed a catastrophe in one
of our dining roorns, and interested herself

i11 the distress of a female attendant ‘who
got hurt . but at eyening, when in thelucid
interval, she declared she had no knowledge
of either the dinner or the other transaction.

I think the present change is favorable.
It very clearly establishes the views which

you had in common with nie, that she saw

through the articles nterposed between her

and the gpject, by the intensity ©f the power
of vision.  Now, ! think, she has lost that

acuteness Of sight, and hence can gpen her
eyes; before, she would shrink if her gyeg
were gpen N day light. I shall be glad to
answer any (ueries concerning this novel
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case; and, at the end of jt, whatever may
be its eyent, we must put our information
together for the benefit of science, and to
prevent those delusions from gaining ground
which such cases are likely to beget, and

strengthen.

Yours tryly and affectionately,
S. B. 'VOODVARD."

" Worcester, Jan. g, 1834.
' MY peEAR Doc'ron,

Considering you as the guardian of
Jane C. Rider, | write to you to inform you

that she has been laboring under a mild form
of fever for a few days past. OnN Monday
week, slle had a Jong paroxysm ©f sem-
namhulism, the last that she has hgd, and
yet exhibiting hardly any peculiarity from
the lucid interval. She complained of
headach, and for the first time, in the even-

ing, had a high hysterical paroxysm, Wished
me to cut her head gpen, and various other

things like hysterical delirium. Her face
was flushed and she complained ©f soreness
in the tender part. ! poured = stream of
cold water on the hegd for = minute, but
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when it struck upon the tender part, she
uttered a scream, and jmmediately came to
her usual consciousness. She had previous-
ly taken 40 drops of laudanum at two doses.
She had a restless night, and got the clothes
off the bed, and on the morning of Tuesday
felt sick, which | Supposed to be the effect
of %1LIdB.11lI1Tl.  Her headach continued, the
tongue became coated and face flyshed, her
feet cold as marble, and inclined to be numb.

Ishaved each side of her head and 4p.
plied = blister, blistered her ancles and gayve
her calomel.

Her feet are still inclined to coldness, and
her face is flushed. She has some headach
all the time, her eye is dull, pupils rather
large, light offends her.  She |qughs seme--
at times feels badly-is not severely sick .
and | should have no apprehension if hers
Were a common case. Yet | have hardly
thought of the case since she came to the
Hospital, but the idea of effusion has gyg-
gested itself to my mind, and | confess has
given me some uneasiness during this slight
illness.

I omitted to mention that the pylse is
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slov__at least as slow as in health-tongue
is still coated. I have been thus particular,
as | know that her case is peculiarly in-
teresting t© you, and so singular te all of us
as to leave us in doubt what Changes are

going on in the brain. I will apprize you
if anything new occurs iN her case,-in the
mean time we Wwill see that every care be

taken of her.

Yours affectionately,
S. B. IVOODIVARD.

" pjl'vOl C-9an2'11, 1834.
" IQIND FRIEND,
" As it was your Wish that | should write
to you respecting my health, | have a good

opportunity now. and I thought ! would
iinprove it- Dr. IVOO(NLt'(IILfOI'1]C(I me that

he had written y¢, a short time since, telling
you that I was sjck; but I am happy to say
I am much better hj1]0V, . #tiFk fhat peing

alittle more unwell than usual has had a
very good cliect . for | am much better than
I was before it. I have had but two very
slight paroxysms Since the 30111 of Decem-

ber, and they are yery diflerent from gpy |
Sak
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ever had before. | can recollect what passed
before them, when awake, While in the 55

roxysm, and afterl get out of them, can

recollect what passed during the paroxysm.
I think I have lost the hoyer Of seging in the
dark.

I have seen in the Boston pgners that |
am entirely well, and have returned to Iy,
friends, and 1 hope I can ggy so myse|f in a
few Weeks; not thatl am discontented in

the Jeast, for I am not. 'lhe time has
passed very quick and pleasantly. ! take a
ride almost every day-that ! like yery
much, and think it does me good. I feel as

if | never could repay my friends in Spring_
iield for all they have done for me-indeed
|l know | never can. AIll | can do is to

thank them, and deny myself every thing
that would be jnjurious t© my health, and I
find that itis ey hard to resist g\gry tempta-
tion: but when | think what has been done
for me, I can. I have nothing mere at pre-
sent to Write. Please to give my respects
to Mrs. B. and all other enquiring friends.
I am with regpect,
Your most obedient friend,
JANE C. RImaa."”
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In the same |etter, Dr. IVoodavard gbserves,
"I have npothing te add to Jane's |etter,
but a confirmation of all that she has stated.

The last paroxysms are short, and yery un-
like the others. The febrile attack has gone

off very favorably. If she is extremely
careful on the subject of diet and exposure,
I feel confident that she will scon be free

from her disagreeab|e disease.

Yours truly and respectfully,
S. B. IVOODIVARD."

" If/forcester, Jan. 14, 1834.
“ DEAR Doctron,

"Yours of yesterday came to hand this
afternoon. | hasten to communicate to yoy
what information | can in the compass of a
letter.  Nothing particularly interesting oc-
curred in the case, except What confirmed
your common gbservation, till the 13th Dec.
when she consented for the first time to read.
Her eyes were blinded with a thick stout
White cotton handkerchief, and the spaces
under the gyeg filled with strips of black
silk velvet, till |, and Mrs. “|VOO(IVI1I'tl, and
Dr. Chandler were satisfied that it would be
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total darkness to us. I then took a book

qU|te new to her, and Opened it at a page
wholly by accident. She took the hook,

and read the hoq4e distinctly and accurately,

shut ,, the pook, and declared she would
read no more.

It was then proposed to her to p|ay back-
gammon; she declared that she did not
understand the ggme: she however con-

sented to p|ay’ and with the assistance of

an experienced pl'ompter, threw the dice
and made the moves COrI’eCtIy, always say-
ing as the dice fell 55 the poard, five, six,
&c. as the case m|ght be. She learned
the game pretty well in the course of the

day-played with Dr. Bartlett of [ owell,
Dr. Butler, the editor of the Mass. Spy, &cC.

She glept nearly all day. At night she

Waked, and it was proposed to her to p|ay

the game. She said that she did not un-

derstand jt; and, in attempting t play, she
failed even to set the men. She has often
played the game since, @and has thoroughly
learned jt, and now plays it well both in the

paroxysms and in the lucid interval. We
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have found that when least disturbed she
soonest comes out of the paroxysm.

From the time that she came into the
Hospita| till the 16th of Dec. her eyes were
closed, and she was in great pain if forced
to gpen them. On that day she walked about
all the time of the paroxysm With her gyeg
wide gpen.  They were dull and heavy, her
face flushed, and she was ygry mischievous.
On that and the Succeeding days | tried

the pandage on her eyes, and she yniformly
declared that she could not see at g||, and

that it was total darkness. As she was so
p|ayfu| and roguish on those days, | did not
feel that I could rely with gregt confidence
on her statements, a'though the fact that
the eyes Were gpen led me to predict that
she could not see.  Subsequent experience
has satisfied me, that this extraordlnary
power is |ost, at least for the present. For
some time after this Change took p|ace she
did not recollect in the interval what occurred
in the paroxysm, and was as [|ll1CI1 in the
dark about it as she was before '—recently

she has a recollection of what occurs in the

paroxysrn afterwards, and her manners have
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greatly improved in the paroxysm, se that
she is now quite a CiViI, Well bred somnam-

bulist.

The fever left her in about a fortnight, °r
perhaps a day Oi two less. I-ler head and
extremities were blistered, and she took
Fovlel"s Solution.  She had one |ong paroX-
ysm, and two short ones of 15 or 20 minutes,
in the fortnight. Her diet was then restricted

to gruel, Weak coffee, porridge, &c- | am

satisfied she often has paroxysms from eat-

|ng too mUCh, or what is |mproper for her.
She is also inclined to eat in the paroxysm,
Which in my opinion protracts it " "

During the early part of her residence
here she repeated verses, IN the paroxysms,
which she could not recollect at all in the
interval, and sung as at Springfield. At
present I am confident she has lost that
power, and that the acuteness of her
faculties, as well as that of the ggnses, is
lost.

With regpect to a theory ©of this interesting

case, I am confirmed in my first |mpreSS|on
of the rationalé of the symptoms. Acute-

ness Of vision to an astonishing degree and
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of memory ©f early impressions-and =s
phrenologists would ggy, a rnorbid manifes-
tation of the faculty of time and tyne, so that
she could sing accurately and agreeably,

a|th0ugh she can do neither in her ordinary
state of health. This is Settling the matter

at a. gweep, | am sensible ; but yet it ap-

pears t© Pe philosophically done.

Truly and affectionately yours,
S. B. WVooDw_aRD."

" Whbrcester, Feb. ||, 1834.
" DEAR Dooron,

4% B - if '
Jane's  paroxysrns have

ceased gltogether for the last 9 days, and
she is in good health, excepting a distress
after taking food. She has never gppeared
so cheerful, and in so good spirits, since her
residence with us. During most of last
week she did the duty of an gssjstant., in the
absence of one of our gttendants, and she
has done more or less workin the halls

every day. During the last paroxysrn | ape
p|ied leeches to her head. She waked

during the paroxysin, not a little  gyrprised
at her new head ornaments. She now takes
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the Myrrh and Iron pillS, and no other medi-
eine. Shehas Iately chosen m milk diet,

which suits her. = *

Yours tru|y,
S. B. WOODIVARD."
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CHAPTER 1.

REMARKS.

Those who have witnessed Jane's con..
duct for a single hour during = paroxysm,
need not be told that she is no impostor.-
There is an air of honesty about hel', which,
however difiicult it may be to describe, it is
easy t© discern, and hard to counterfeit.

But, independent ©f any regard to her cha-
racter, the very nature of the facts stated

preclude the idea of imposition; certainly
unless it be admitted that others were con-
cerned with her in a conspiracy te delude
the public. No art could enable her to sece
in a dark room, Of when her ¢yog were closely
covered. Nor is the supposition that she
was assisted py others at all more tenable .
for aside from the |mprobab|||ty of the th|ng’
an argument which those only who know
the circumstances can duly appreciate, the
same phenomena have been witnessed at
9
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Mr. Stebbins's, at my house, and at W'orces-
ter; and at neither of the removes which
she made was she gccompanied by = single
individual who had before been connected
with her. And, if any farther confirmation

is necessary, the fact that a cure has been

nearly effected py medical treatment, provesl,
most jncontestably, that these extraordinary
powers were the effect of phodijly disease.

Onreviewing this case, we at once perceive
that in addition to the mental hallucination

and the peculiar state of the podily organs
which constitute somnambulism, there is an
unnatural or excited state of some oOf the
intellectual powers connected with physical
disease; ana|ogous to that which exists in
some cases of insanity’ or in persons Whose
brain is affected by disease, or iNn conse-
quence of mechanical violence. The extra-

ordinary revival of past impressions, the
ability to sing, and the talent of imitation,
therefore, are to be classed with similar oc-
currences not connected With the somnam-
bulist state.

The records of medicine furnish many
examples of a similar affection of the mental
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faculties connected with different diseases.
In the case recorded py Dr. pDycc, most of
the peculiarities Which appeared se remarka-
ble in Jane were observed:; but | now pro-
pose to notice a few examp|es in which the
same gsymp'oms Nave been witnessed dis-
connected with somuembulism.

“"A case occurred in Sf. '1liril'n°.s's llos-

p|ta| ofa man, who was in a state ! stupor

in consequence of an injury ot tl.=- hen I. (In
his partial recovery, he spfl:-3 &l nga: ge
which nobody in the hospital 1|n»l~is...d,
but wiliicli was soon ascertaincd t» I- llkrsu.

It was then dis::vc:'etl that ht had men 30
years absent Ir.in ||Ifles, and pyl'-fithé
accident he had entirely forgotten Lis I1ZI'"6

language.  ©On his perfect reconyy, he
completely forgot his \'elsl| again, and re-
covered the English |anguage.

A lady mentioned py Dr. Prichard, when
in a state of delirium, spoke a |anguage

which nobody about her ynderstood, but
which also was discovered to be Velsh.-

None of her friends could form gy, concep-
tion ofthe manner in which she had become

acquainted with that |gnguage; but, after
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much inquiry, it was discovered that in her
childhood she hadanurse from Brittany,
the dialect of which is closely analogous to
the Welsh. The |gdy had at that time
learned a good deal of this language, but
had entirely forgotten it for many years be-
fore this attack of' fevel'.

"A woman wWho was a native of the High-
lands, but accustomed to gpeak English,
was funder the care of Dr. Macintosh, on
account of an attack of apoplexy. She was

so far recovered as to look around her with

an gppearance ©f intelligence, but the Doc-
tor could not make her comprehend any
thing he said to her, or answer the most
simple question_ He then desired one oOf
her friends to address her in Gaelic, when
she immediately answered with readiness
and fluency.

"An Italian gentleman, mentioned py Dr.
Rush, who died of the yellow fever in New
York, in the beginning of his illness Spoke
English, in the middle of it French; but
on the day of his death he spoke only
Italian.

"A ease is related of a poy, who at tho
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age of four received a fracture of the skull,
for which he underwent the operation of
trepan. He was at that time in a state of

perfect stupor, and after his recovery re-
tained no recollection of the accident or the

operation. At the 549 of fifteen, during
the delirium of a feyer, he gave his mother

a correct (escription ©f the gperation, and
the persons who were present at |t’ with

their dress, and other minute particu|ars_
He had never been observed to allude to it

befol'e, and no means were known by which
he could have acquired the circumstances
which he mentioned.”

Other examples of the influence of dis-
eases on the mind might be added, but
enough have been given to answer the .
pose Of illustration.

But that which distinguishes the case
whose history hasjust been given from all oth-
ers which | can find, and were | tOjudge from
the incredu"ty with which the statements
respecting it have been received, from all
others on record, is the extraordinary power
ofvision. | say ecvtraordinary power of 'vision ;

for 1 pelieve, darkness and pandages not-
o#
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withstanding, that when Jane read, Wrote,

&c., she gctually saw : and that perception
was not communicated in a mysterious way

of which we can form no idea. In the
records of animal magnetism, it is true, we
read of persons acquiring = knowledge ©f
external things by means which have no
connexion with the senses: as for examp|e
discovering the contents of a sealed letter
by merely applying it to the pjt of the
stomach or the back of the hegd, or what is
stranger still, detecting the secret thoughts of
another On|y by contact, or without contact,
if placed in a certain magnetic relation.
And Strange as these facts appear, this sys-
tem has believers; and many, | doubt -not,
ascribe the knowledge which Jane obtains
of visible objectsy when her eyes are closed,
to an influence of this kind. | have received
a letter from a very respectable gentleman
who wished to ascertain some facts relative
to her vision, obviously with a viewfto gatisfy
himself on this \ery point.

As to animal magnetism, its claims are
of so yery extraordinary = character, that a
man Mmust possess More than an Ordinary
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share of credulity Who can at once be brought
to admit them. Byt, without entering into
a. discussion of this subject, lam satisfied
that all the facts in the case under conside-
ration admit of a solution on less questiona-
ble principles.

Two things are necessary t© Vision; first,
that an inverted jmage of the object be
painted or the retina, or nervous expansion
at the back of the gye: secondly, that the
impression be conveyed to the brain in such
a way as to occasion perception.

The eye Is simply an optical instrument,
made yp of parts endowed with different
refractive powers, so arranged and combined
as to form a dist.inct image just where it
should fgl|, on the retina. That part of the
process of vision, therefore, which relates to
the formation of this image, is purely physi-
cal,-the effect of a physjcal agent, modified
by physical causes.-The gy is entil'ely
passive-it affects the Jight passing through
itin precisely the same \yay that inanimate
transparent substances of the same form
and density would affect it that jg it

Changes the direction of the rays, and brings
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them to a focus at a certain point behind it.
Light must pass from the gpject throuhg the
eye, ©" ne image Will be formed on the retina ;
and Without this image, we cannot conceive
it possible that external objects should be
seen. The transfer of this impression to
the brain by the optic nerve, and the percep-
tion which fgllows, are vital processes ; and,
of course, may Pe performed With greater
or less facility and perfection according to
the state of the organs ©n which they de-

pend. These principles must be regarded
as established and fundamental, and no the-

ory ©f vision, in the present state of science,
can be admittedwhich is not based on them.

Darkness, strictly speaking, is the absence
of light; but, in the common acceptation

of the Word, its Signiﬁcation is on|y relative.
"fe speak of darkness in relation to the or-

gans Of vision.  To grgans ©f a certain con-
struction an gpartment may P quite dark,
and yet there p5y be light enough to enable
animals whose relation to this element is
different, to see perfectly. FOr example,

many quadruped& and some pirds, can see
in an gtmosphere Wwhich, t© most men,
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would gppear totally dark; and, judging
from the habits of mgny tribes of jnsects, to

which n|ght is the season Of act|V|ty and
enjoyment we should infer that their organs
are adapted to the degree of light which
then exists.

L|ght and heat are ana|ogous in their
laws, and in many of their propertiesl Heat,
we know, cannot, by any means within our
control, be entirely abstracted from any body

may be reduced, we feel confident that the

reduction mjght be carried still farther.

Had we the same means oOf testing the
presence ©f light that we have of heat, we
should yndoubtedly find that it is seldom ab-
sent from gy gpace, however dark it may
appear t© our senses.

There are two \gys in which objects
may bPecome visible in an gtmosphere coni-
paratively dark. The first is by =2n enlarge-
ment of the pupil, = round opening in the
membraneous partition of the eye, through
which the light must pags to reach the

rays than ordinary will be admitted, and
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objects will thus be rendered perceptible
which were before invisible. Hence it is

that we can see better after having been a
few moments in a dark room than when we
first entered it. The second gy in which
objects may become visible, when there is
too little ||ght for ordinary vision, is by an
increase in the sensibility of the retina, so
that fewer rays than common areinecessary to
make a distinct impression. This increased
sensibility may be the result. ofvarious causes.
It may be the consequence ©f long contine-
ment in the dark.-Some men who have
been confined in dark cells for yegrs, have

in this \way acquired an astonishing acute-
ness Of vision. Causes affecting the whole

nervous System may g|Ve to the sense Of
sight, iN common with the other ggnges, 2
high degree ©f sensibility. The history of
Caspar Hauser* furnishes a remarkable ex-
amp|e ofthis genera| exaltation of the senses

-his sense of smell was so acute as to be

a source Of ynceasing annoyance-wherever
he went he was assailed by disagreeab|e
odors-almost; gyery thing but bread and

~ See AppendiX, Note A.
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water was disgusting to his taste-he could
see much better in twilight than in gpen
day, and in the darkest night needed no
artificial |ight to enable him to Walk se-
curely through the most intricaté passages
in the cjty, or any where within the house.
Inflammation tpg, itis well known, occasions
an uncommon gengibility to light. [N eases
of inflammation ofthe gye it often becomes
necessary Not only to exclude the |ight by

bandages’ but to confine the patient in a
dark room-a single ray adrnitted to the gye

often gives the most intense pain. In all
cases in which the sensibility of the retina
is much increased, too strong 2 light over-

powers th€ grgan ; in order to sec djstinctly,
the degree of ||ght must be less than that

which would be required in the natural state
of the gye.

There is abundant evidence that this
increased sensibility of the retina existed in
Jan61 and that during the paroxysm it was
augmented t° 2 very great degree. Hence
it was that the ||ght of the sun aiways gave
pain to the gye, even when she was in her

usual health-hence, too, during the parox-
ysm, She always closed the gye to exclude
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the |ight; and, if the paroxysm occurred in
the day time, made use of the additional
defence of a bandage. This also accounts
for the exprESsion which she once used in a
cloudy day-"what = beautiful day it is,
how pright the sun shines ! The small
quantity ©f light which passed through the
eyelid, was sutlicient, in the excited state of
the retina, to give her the jmpression that
the sun shone. The extreme pain which
she experienced when the |ight was thrown
upon the unprotected eyelid, with the mirror,
is to be exp|ained in the same Way. The
effect was equivalent to that which would be
produced o~ = healthy eye, if, when gnen,
it were Suddenly placed in the focus of a.
powerful lens.  These, and many other
circumstances which might be mentioned,
leave no room to doubt that the same causes

which occasioned the paroxysm produced
a very great temporary augmentation of the
sensibility of the retina-a gensibility which
enabled her to see distinctly in a room so
dark that to common gyes no object was
discernible.

But, the question arises, Will this state of
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the retina account for her gegjpng with her
eyes closed and bandaged? That she could

not see through substances apsolutely opaque 'S
certain-she could not see through a yvatch-case,
nor have | any reason to believe she could per-
ceive objects through a book or a hoard, or in a

distant gpartment.  Light passes through the
eyelid, as every one can satisfy himself py
looking with his gyeg closed towards a candle
or the sun. It also passes through a ban-
dage’ but in so small a quantity as not to be
noticed py our grgans ©f vision. If in the
dark, we hold a handkerchief doubled or
even quadrupled between the eyes and a
lamp, we <an perceive light. V€ <an easily
conceive therefore that light enough may

penetrate even a thick phandage to be per-
ceiyed When the organ is in a state of high
excitement.

There s, howeyer, one objection to this
view of the gypject. 't may be admitted
that |ight penetrates the bandage, and in
quantity sufficient for vision. PBuyt, that a
person may see external objects, it iS neces-
sary that a distinct image of the object be

formed on the retina, even though it be a
10
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_faint ene. Now the  5y¢ of |ight, N passing

through = bandage, °r through the eyelid,
are so Various|y refracted that no distinct

image is fornied. If a piece of common
Writing paper be held between the eye and a

light, tl€ paper appears luminous, but we
cannot see through it-  But, If the pa5er be
oiled, it becomes, iN a measure, transparent,
so that we can see through it with tolerable
distinctness. The [5yg Of light in passing

through it are then more equally refractecl-
that jg, they are all alike bent out of their

course, so that they" afterwards form a dis-

tinct. image. Light enough for vision un-

questionably often penetrates the eyelid ;
but still we do not gge, nor should we if the

Iight were increased a thousand fg|d; ro
distinct image would be formed on the reti-
na. Something mere than an extraordina-
ry sensibility t the jmpression ©f light is
necessary, therefore, in order to understand
how ObJeCtS can be seen when the eyes are
closed. There must pe, it gppears t© me, =
change in the brain itself-an excited state

of the grgan, N consequence ©f which por.
Cepti0n1 so far, at |east, as relates to this or-
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der of impressionS, is effected more readily
than usual. In this \j5y we can conceive

that it would be possible for even a confused
image to be perceived.

Nor is this a mere gypposition, entirely vnr-
supported by evidence. There was certain-
ly some change, " consequence ©f which
Jane was able to recall past impressions
with an extraordinary degree of distinctness.

The power ©f perceiving the relation of
sounds, Which constitutes tyne, was also de-

veloped, s° that she could gjpng with a toler-
able degree of correctness. These facts
shov conclusively, that some relations were
perceived with a vigor and distinctness al-
together unusual.  \/hy not, therefore, ad-
mit that the same change extended to that
function of the brain py which Qthe mind
perceives impressions transmitted from the
retina ‘|-or, in the |anguage ©f PJ|I'B110I0-
gists, that the rggn of color was excited
equa"y with that of tune T*

In the case of the servant gir|’ who in her

paroxysms manifested such an 3stonishing

~ See Appendix, Note B.
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knowledge ©f Geography and Astronomy,
it is not at all probable, that when she

heard these subjects explained by the tutor
she understood his meaning. If 5o, she
would afterwards have alluded to it. In
the paroxysms, her intellectual powers were
so much increased that she comprehended
what was before to her a mere tissue of

words without meaning, °r what \yas, at

best, but very imperfectly perceived.

One of the most extraordinary examples
on record, however, of the effect of disease
in developing ™€ power ©f perceiving 2 e
tain class of relations, is that of Zel'ah Col~
burn.  His hjstory is well known. When
quite 2 child, in his sixth year, Without 4py,
previous instruction, he could, by mere in-
tuition, perceive the relation of numbers with
so much readiness and precision, as to solve,
almost without reiiection, questions in arith-
metic, which would require 2 long calcula-
tion to enable others to answer. How he

obtained this resylt, he could not tell. The
answer Sseemed to present itself to his mind

with the same reagdiness, and conviction of
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its truth’ that the propOSltlon’ two and two
make foyr, docs to us* These facts, | say,
are well known . but it is not so well known,
that this power was the effect of disease.
That such was the case, | have gry little
doubt. This was the opinion of a very dis-
tinguished physician who saw him at the
tiine, and who ascertained that he was then
afTected with a pecu“ar nervous disease-
the same which Jane had a few yegarg Since.
In conversing with Mr. Colburn, about a
year ago, | asked him if he retained the
power Of calculation which he possessed in
his childhood. He ggid, No . and attributed
the loss to a want of its exercise.  But why
should it require exercise to sustain a faculty
in existence which was spontaneously de-
veloped

Facts like these not 0n|y give p|aus|b|l|ty
to, but go far towards estabnshing’ the
opinion, that the nower of perceiving certain
propertles or certain relations may be very
greatly increased, while the ,qyer oOf
perceiving other properties, or other rela-

~ See AppendiX, Note C.
10*
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tions, is not aiTected-and that this Change
is the result of phyS|Cal causes influ-

encing the brain. 1 conceive, therefore,

that the extraordinary power ©f Vision
manifested by Jane, was the result 'of

the combined effect of two causes :-First,

increased sensibility of the retina, iN conse-
quence Of which gpjects were 1°endered visi-

ble in comparative darkness.  Second, af
high degree of excitement in the brain it-
self, enabling tlie mind to perceive even a
confused image of the object.

It has lately been announced in the news-
papers as & new discovery that Jane's dis-

ease was IiNn the StomaCh,“that all her pe-
culiar gymptoms were oOccasioned py tern-

porary determinations of blood to the head,

produced by the derangement ©f the diges-
tive organs. So far from being a new dis-

covery, this view of the nature of her com-
plaint has been entertained from its yery
commencement, and ypon it have been
founded principa”y our hopes ofa cure.
Physiology teaches us that thought, and
all the intellectual operations, the Suscepti-
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bility of receiving impressions of external
things by means of the senses, and the
power ©f voluntary motion, are depend-
ent on the brain. These functions mgay be

entirely suspended by causes alTecting this
organ, as in apoplexy, where there is neither
thought, motion, or sensation of gny kind,
or they may be modified in a great variety

of ways. Nor is it glways necessary that
these causes should act djrectly on the brain

itself. Such is the connexion between the
different organs that they exert amutual
influence-when one suffers, another par-
takes in the derangement. Between the
digestive organs and the prajn, this harmo-
ny ©f parts, e sympathy, as it is technically

termed, S particularly intimate. “fe all
know that a full meal is not favorable to

intense mental application, and the sick
headach has undoubtedly furnished many
of us with abundant and painful evidence
of the gympathy between the head and the
stomach.

It matters not by what means this mutual

infiuence is exerted, Whether py occasioning
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a determination of blood to the part, °r in
some other yay--the fact is all thatis im-
ferent grgans, and the facijlity with which
intellectual  gperations =are performed, may
be increased or diminished py causes which
affect the brain only indirectly.

VVe can nov understand how a state of
ill health, in which the brain is not primarily
diseased, may occasion a train of symptoms

with which it seems to have no relation.--

If it be asked how a physical cause, acting
either directly or indirectly on the brain,
can restore to the mind that which had
been |ong forgotten, er endow it with the

power of perceiving relations to which it

had before been insensible, | can only an-

swer, | do not know; nor do | know how
the brain ever gcts, when the mind per-
ceives or remembers :—wwe here reach a gulf
which human inte”igence cannot pagg,

The sudden developement of such extra-
ordinary powers through the influence of
disease, exhibits in a strong ||ght the nature
of the relation between the spiritual and
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material portions of our peing. The brain
is the instrument by means of which the
mind gcts, and the increase of intellectual
power is the effect of excitement in the phy-
sical grgan. But this View of the gage,
though it establishes the indissoluble con-
nexion between the state of the po(dijly func-
tions and the manifestations of mind, is very
far from prov|ng that the latter are the mere
result of organization. Indeed all the facts
connected with this subject, when properly
understood, lead directly te the gpposite con-
clusion. The gye is essential to sjght, the
acuteness of which depends on the structure
and condition of the Organ_yet no one
believes that the gy itself sees-it is only
the instrument of vision. So ofthe brain ;jt
is the material 5rgan py means of which the
mind perceives’ thinks and remembers : and
these mental acts are performed with a

greater or less degree ©f perfection, accord-
ing to the state of functional excitement in

the parts ©on which they depend_ And
when from the mere stimulus of (jsease,

we gccasionally see the mind exerting un-
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wonted powers, @nd astonishing vs by the
kind and rap|d|ty of its attainments, we
may, perhaps, form an imperfect idea of its
condition in a future stgte, when its means
of perception Will not'only Pe greatly im-
proved, but vastly multiplied.

Dr. VVoodvard, whose standing in the
profession, as Well as gpportunities ©f obser-
vation, deservedly entitle his gpinjons to
great weight, has thrown out some gygges-
tions on this subject which appear to me as
just as they are beautiful. They are ex-

tl'acted, by permission, from = manuscript
lecture which he lately delivered.

" That the mind is dependent upon, and

intimately connected with, physical develope-
ment, is one of the fundamental principles

of physiology. It is useless to shut our eyes
against the facts on this gypject, and plindly

to doubt, while gyery step IN the progress Of
physiological science shows an intimate

union between the physjcal system and the
mind. INn the oornlnencement of our career
the two gsystems are alike feeble, helpless,
and jmperfect. The limbs, though complete
in organization, are almost wholly?pover-
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less.  The grgans ©f sense, too, though per-
fectly formed, are capable ©f conveying to
the mind only the gimplest ideas, or the
most indistinct and confused impressions, all
of which are transitory, @and require frequent
repetition in order to convey any clear, dis.
tinct knowledge te the mind.

This indissoluble union and connexion is
evinced py the fact that the phody and mind
both repose together ; that one is never
healthy and vigorous While the other is fee-»
ble and infirm. The phenomena of disease
show that one cannot be disturbed without
the other unites in the suffering, and par-
takes of the evil. In Apoplexy, Catalepsy,
and Syncope, the mind is apparently anni-

hilated. A state of complete insensibility
takes p|ace for a time-all the efforts that

we can Make cannot restore consciousness
till the physical py|)0\}ar{a Sgain renovated.
Sensibility then returns, and all the mental
energies, for a while so dormant, are awak.
ened to life and restored to vigor. In inju-
ries of the brain by compression er concus-
sion, the same phenomena take place ; and,
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if the injury is serious, the functions of the

brain are never performed again, and a total
loss of intellect exhibited in idiotism . or an

irregular performance of these functions, and
incurable jnsanity is the result.

And how are we to account for the in-
Huence of age upon the mind, which appa-
rently destroys it, se well as to gyppose~the
physical system is unfit for its manifestation 'l
If the mind were independent of the body,
it would lose none of its functions by = de-
cay of the |atter; and such a decay under
such circumstances would inevitably lead to
the conclusion that the mind is annihilated
when the man ceases to exist. On the
other hand, the intimate connexion there is
between a sound body and vigorous mind
shows that the latter 5y actin a new sphere
with all the gnergy Of pristine existence.

Let us illustrate this by a familiar example.
Suppose that an experienced player on a
violin should take an excellent instrument,
Well tuned and Well strung, and make music
upon it of the finest kind. He continues to
play, and after awhile a string wears out
and is broken-a key gives way and will no
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|0nger do its office. He still plays on-the
music becomes more and more Imperfect’ till

finally the instrument is dest.royed. Does
this prove that the player has lost his skill?
Surely not-the instrument only is worn
olll.

" So with the mind-when one and another
sense and faculty is lost, and finally, in old
age, every vestige of mind is obliterated-

to all appearance blotted out forever.-It is
far from peing the fact; and this deceptive
appearance is all attributable to the decay

of the physical system, by which gystem
onIy these inanife-tations of mind are appa-

rent; and a new state of existence’ like a
resuscitation from gyncope or aspliyxia, will
bring forth the mind with all its vigor and
intelligence. And, may it not be that all
the knowledge which has, for the whole
life, been treasured ,, will at once be
brought to remembrance . and the energies

of the mind, by the new impu|ses that shall
then be given them, will be a thousand fold

greater than they ever have been in their
primitive existence? This is a View of the
11
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subject which I have |ong contemplated,
and \Which, for some time, | have believed to

betrue. My Opinion is that all know|edge
once |mpressed on the mind, remains indeli-

bly fixed there, and only requires = strong
stimulus to call it forth. In typhus fever,
SOITLILELLNLIISILL, and other affections of the
brain and nervous gystem, subjects long for-
gotten recur with freshness to the mind,
and grerepeated Withfacilityantl in detail.
In insanity past impressions return to the
recollection with pristine freshness: —im

dreaming, how many facts are presented to
the mind, which have been for years appa-

l'ently lost, because no stimulus sufhciently
active has been applied to call them forth.

Forgotten languages reeur to theé memory
in disease; and insane people sometimes
communicate their ideas in |anguages of
which before they retained no recollection.

" If it should prove in a future state of ex-
istence, that all the know|edge which we
gain in this world wyill, by the increased
energy of mind, be restored to the recollec-
tion, and be at the command of the Wil
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and in the grand designs ©f the Almig :ty

Intelligence we shall be ynceasingly con-
scious both of the present zurl past, how

exalted will be the future destiny ©f man
and how ought we to adore the wisdom and
pyl"v(11]CYObfith€ Deity "
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APPEINIDIX

NOT?) A.

The fo||owing extracts from the published
~ Account of CnsparHauser," an account * drawn

up L0 |egal documents,” and of ynquestioned
reli~liff. al ow " the ghnostpreternatural acute-
ness and ntensity efhis sensual perceptions.”

Ks to hi; sight, there existed in respect t© him
no twilight, me night, ne darkness. This was

first noticed, by reniarking that at pnight he stepped
Overywnere with the greatest contidence . and
that, in dark places, he always refused a |ight
when it was oOflered to him. He often looked
with astonishment, or |aughed at persons, Who in
dark p|aces’ for instance when entering a house
or walking o = staircase by night, sought Nsafity
in groplng their way, ©r n Iay|ng hold on ad_}acent
OISJeCtS- In tW'I'ght1 he even saw much Dbetter
than in broad daylight. Thus, after sunset, he
once read the number of a house at the distance
of 130 paces, Which in day light, he would not
have been able to djstinguish se far otii  Towards
the close of tWilight, he once pointed out to his
instructor a gnat, that was hanging N 2 very
distant gpider's web. At the distance of] certainly
11*
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not less than Sixty paces, he could distinguish the
single berries in a cluster of elderberries from
each other, and these berries from black currants.

It has been proved by experiments carefully made,
that in a perfectly dark pight, he could djstinguish
different dark colors, such as blue and green, from
each other.

Wfhen, at the commencement of tWIlIght, a
common eye could not yet d|St|ngu|Sh more than
three or four stars in the Slay, he could already
discern the different groups of stars, and he could
distinguish the different Sing|e stars of' which they
were composed, from each other, according t
their magnitudes and the peculiarities ©f their
colored light. From the enclosure of the castle
at Nuremberg1 he could count a row of windows
in the castle of llarlofi"stein . and from the castle,
a row ol'the windows of a house lying below the

fortress of Rothenberg. His s|ght was as sharp'
in distinguishing objects near by, as it was pene-
trating, in discerning them at a distance. In anat-
omizing pIants, he noticed suhtile distinctions and
delicate particles, Which had entirely escaped the
observation of others. .

Scarcely 'ess sharp and penetrating than his
sight, was  his hearing  Vfhen taking = walk in
the fields, he once heard, at a distance compara-
tively very great, the footsteps ©f several persons,
and he could distinguish these persons tiom each
other, by their walk.

Of all his genses, that which was the most
troublesome to him, which occasioned him the
most painfu| sensations, and which made his life
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in the wozihl mere 5isaeref.»le to Lim than 4py
other, was the sen ; oll- | |fy What to us is
entirely scentles; was :nt = tv him.  The most
delicate and dtli_I1t'_.I (Q'I_¥ iF 1i¢)T(1fi, for in-
stance the rose, "ere @ o in’ 'nj' lain as insup-
portable steaehes, v:licll o.1i_.itll filected his

nerves.

Vivhflt announm s it ~< Ix' |f’ its .smell to others.

onIy when lryn'— ;, war .ef2ll A ly him at z
very ¢>nsidelnll<~ fl ‘a.iee. % mini: 5 the smell
of hrc-ad, ot Iblllif-I, -~ e " ir, Wil of coypgyy, to
which he ggy+ he hall rirc- | | ¢fn .e™stonxed in
his prison’_f‘or " iw.. w.. = . Jnetl with
these CO11t lIINIfU*-itll i fi 0/ in I: were more
or less di:'ngr<.ea|ﬂr to |.; a J.. "1 he was once
asked, which ot alloth';" i | v - _ut agreca-
ble to him? he zany - . ei; a; . . lis Wallis
andridcs, were ¢ Mn m 1- - it 5 ¢ leasant |

Iead|ng him near to 1 mei cu m’e~1.=.t»b;»:colielnl '
nut trees, and other ffzmj : r:1.ieh atlected his ol-

factory nerves ; and he paid dearly Il v his recre-
ations in the tree ajr, by sud? ring niterwards from

headachs, cold sweath, md attacks af'fcvei~. He
smelt tobacco, xvhm il L'_r_"f1;: in the fields, at
the distance of tifty ¢ - = nl at more than one

hundred paces, r_?n it vem, hfnjy up in bundles
to dry’ as IS ct mZ”fmly the can :-_.,>nt the houses
in the villages near {'Ic|nl~?"g.

He could distin,gL1i;il ap, lei, pe:x, and plum
trees from each other at a considerable distance,
by the smell oftheir leaves. The difierent color-
ing materials used inthe painting of wells and
furniture, and in the flying af cloths, &c.,1lhe pig-
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ments with which he colored his pictures, the ink
or penc” with which he wrote, all th|ngs about
him, wafted odors to his nostrils which were un-
pleasant or painful to him. 1T a chimney sweeper
walked the streets, though at the distance offsey-
eral paces from him, he turned his face shudder-
ing from his smell.

Vhat we call ynpleasant smells, were perceiv-
ed by him with much less agversion, than many of
our perfumesl The smell of fresh meat was to
him the most horrible of all smells. "Then Pro-
fessor Daumer, in the autumn of 1828, walked
with Caspar near to St. John's Churchyard, in the
vicinity of Nuremberg, the smell of the dead bo-
dies, of which the professor had not the Slightest
percep“on’ affected him so powerfu”y7 that he was

immediately seized with an ague, and began to
shudder. The ague was soon succeeded by a

feverish pe gt which at |ength broke out into a
violent perspiration, by which his linen was thor-
oughly wet.

In respect to his sensibility of the presence ©f
the metals, and his ability to distinguish them
from each other by his feelings alone, Professor
Baumer has collected a great number of facts,
from which | shall select 0n|y a few. In gutumn,
1828, he once aCC|denta”y entered a store filled
with hardware and particularly with brass wares.
He had scarce|y entered, before he hurried out
again, being affected with violent ghyddering, and
Saying that he felt a drawing in his whole body in
all directions.

At a time when Caspar was abpsent, Professor
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Daumer p|aced a go|d ring, a steel and brass

compass, and a silver .drawin. pen (nder seme
paper, S° that it was imposs| le for him -to see
what was concealed underit. Daumer directed
him to move his finger over the paper without
touching it; he did go: and by the ditibrence of
the sensation and strength of the attraction, which
these different metals caused him to feel at the
points ©f his fingers, he aecuratfly distinguished
them all from each other gccording to their regpec-
tive matter and |pbrm.-Once, when the physician,
Dr. Osterhausen, and the roya| crownfiscal Brun-
ner from Mimchcn happened to he present, Mr.
Daumer led Caspar, in order to try him, to a table
covered with an oil cloth, ypon which a sheet of
paper lay, and desired hiin to g4y whether any
metal was under jt; he moved his finger over it
and then said : there it draws | " But this time,"
replied Daumer, "you are nevertheless mjstaken;
for," withdrawing € paper, "nothing lies under
it."  Caspar seemed at iirst to be somewhat cin-
barrassed ; but he pyt his finger again to the place
where he thought he had felt the drawing, and
assured them repeatedly, that he there felt a draw-
ing. The oil cloth' was then removed, a stricter
search was made, and a needle was actua”y found
there.

"hen he laid his hand upon 2 horse, a cold
sensation, as he sajd, we nt up his arm . and when
he was mounted, he tkit as if a draught ofwind
passed through his body Put these sensations
went overafter he had several times rode his horse
around the riding school.
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WVhen he Caught a eat by the tail, he was seized

Wﬁ:h' a Strong fit of Shivering, and felt as ifhe had
received a blow upon his hand.

NOTE B.

It will scarcely escape the observations of
phrenologists, that the grgans which, according te
the gystem ©f Spurzheirn, correspond to the men-
tal faculties that were affected during the parox-
ysms, are grouped together in the anterior pgrt of
the brain, near the region in which she felt such
acute pain, The grgans ©f Color, Tune, Time,
"Tit and Irnitation,~vere evidently, " the language

Ofphrenology rnorbidly excited. Itis certain also
that the excitement was confined almost entirely to

the intellectual faculties-the sentiments and pro-
pensities were not at all affected. There was no
uncommon Manifestation of Benevolence, Venera-
tion or Hope, rer of Combativeness, Destructive-
ness, or any Other of the propensities. Whatever'
may be said of the gpecific details of phrenological
science, the facts prought to light in this and other
analogous cases, it must be admitted, go very far
towards establishing the fundamental principle
that the mind acts py separate, and to a certain

extent, independent organs.
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NOTE C.

The power of computation evinced by the
youthful Colburn, Lpringing up == it did gponta-
neously, and withnut any previous instruction, is
one of the most remarkable thcts in the history of
mind; and is in itselfmuch more incomprehensible
than the extraordinary acuteness of vision mani-
fested py the sybject of' this memoir. Its discov-
ery was purely accidental.  Zerah, not having yet
completed his sixth year, was overheard by his
tether an he ()1yc~atud to I1IULS(li; in his play, parts
of the nultiplication table. The father, surprised
to find that aboy, who haul lil.l]"1'fO posswscd ne
advantages he) mid a SiX n-~ <~ nLt"ijlail< o ut the
district school, di wcovgrcl such a knowlr dge of
niimlrers, proceeded to examine him; and, finding
him m'f'cct in the tjlwlc, askfd liiin the pr<id'lct of
13><97, to which 1251 was in tantly given in
answer. Tho f<»lnvil' rxntuvt lit: ri a mgmoir
written py himscll,’and i'»1i he | \'_hf;. the last
wvvar, Will SIIf\ the i":_i z . .1 \hi(l he

per-

fILLIFT 11"ilfric?. | £ w<a t if in ni nl tl year.
At a meeting ©fl  I' ,ml w hich svn., held for
the purpose ©F COIIC.llifi"* thc lwpt method ofpro-

mot'ng the int_;'<~St ui' the chiitl hy an educating
suited to his tvrn grind, he undertook and
succeeded in raismg #bv ArLI»GL™" £, the Si;_~f¢e¢m),
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power, and gave the answer Correctly in the last
result, viz. 281,474,976,710,656. He was then
tried as to other numbers, consisting ©f ere ligure,
all of which he raised as hjgh as the tenth ,oper,
with so much facility and 'dispatch that the person
appointed _to take down the results was obliged to
enjoin him not to be too rapid. With respect to
numbers Consisting of two figureS, he would raise
some Of them to the sixth, seventh, and ejghth
power, but not glways with equal fac|||ty’ for the
Iarger the products became, the more ditiicult he
found it to proceed_ He was asked the square
root of 106,929, and before the number could be
written down he immediately answered 327. He
was 'then requested to name the cube root of
265,336,125, and with equal facility and prompt-
ness he repiied’ 645.

Various other questions of a similar nature
'respecting the reots and powers of very high num-
bers, were proposed by several of the gentlemen
present, to all of which Sat|sfact0|’y answers were
given. One O-f the party requested him to name
the factors which produced the number 24'7,483,
which he did py mentioning 941 and 263, which
indeed are the only two factors that will produce
it. Another of them proposed 171,395, and he
named the following factors as the only ones,
viz. - 5>< 34279, 7 >< 24485, 59 >< 2905, sa ><2055,
35><4897, 295><581, 413><415. He was then
asked to gjye the factors of 36,083, pyt he im-
mediately replied that it had none ; which in fact
was the case, as 36,083 IS a prime number.

It had been asserted and maintained by



Sor._ NDIX. 129

-ne Fitncn imttnernatieians that 4294967297
(=2°"-1-1)is = prime number; but the cele-
irated llulcr detettcd the error hy discovering
that it was equal to 641-]-6,7C0O,417. The same
nuinher vfts proposcﬂ to this child, who fo.und out
the tiictors py the mere gperation of' his mind.

On another occzxsioii, he was requested to g|ve
the square ©Of 999,909 ; he said he could not do
this, but hc zrcfruniiplislied it by multiplying 37037
by itsclfl and that o luct twice by 27. Aus.
939,9.99,bt» ,&4,1. ilcthi n said he could muItipIy
Lilathy»1" I'ilClt he di I: fins. ~9,999,902,000,049.
He again i7n"»1'&J<ili to in hiply this number by

190 _us. L it 37,0/ 0 ;L,21)l. And |gstly he
znultipliccl ™= ¢t =™ by 23, giving fisthe
tinal pr iltict, o ‘31, Y(iv,0;25.  Yarious
ctibrts N~ 2+ r _u-~ |f) tht ili~ 'HS of' the boy to
:licit a th cl uri 1 HI < .L nts by which he per:

formal his chili iflaiilum, ! in for nearly three years
he v~ unxtidc to Satisiy their inquiries_ There
was, through pmcticii, ur by 'L &lkis” 5oy er OF
COlL11)liZ1fioN; WL A'SI, pesiffifiglg, he went no

fairther in 1njji'i~|}i.1§' t'1zn three places of figures;
it afterwarils bccuine n connnon thing with him to

multiply ™" places by four; in some instances
five ngureS by tive have been given_
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LETTERS FROM SEVERAL GENTLEMEN.

FROM THE HON. WVM. B. CALHOUN.
Boston, Feb. 6, 1834.
DEAR SIR,

In reply to  your note of the 30th ult. | can
simply state, that I saw Miss Rider, repeatedly,
in the paroxysms of somnambulism or ‘ifeverie.
Her gyes were covered with a clpsely folded silk
handkerchief, having a thick Wadding of cotton
underneath-the whole drawn tightly over her

eyes. In this sjtuation, 1 saw and heard her read

_whatever was presented t© her, promptly and dis-
tinctly, under circumstances which precluded, in
my opinion, &ll chance of deception. Several
experiments of this nature were tried in my pre-
sence, Which satisfactorily removed all the distrust-
fulness that I had previously felt.
Your friend and ob't servt.
W. B. CALHOUN.
DR. BELDEN.

FROM THE REV. W. B. o. PEABODY.
Sprlngf|e|d1 Feb. 14, 1834.
DEAR Sm,
I had the pleasure of hearing your lecture de-
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livered in the Sp”ngf'eld Lyceum’ and with
respect to those facts which fell under my obser-

vation,l can confidently add my testimony to
vour own. Before | saw Jane Rider, | had no
confidence whatever in the reports which I heard
of her extraordinary power ©f vision, for the
=imple reason that 1 thought it more gg'sily
accounted for on the gypposition °f irnposturc:
acting uirler this jmpression, when | first saw her
in this state, | endeavorzd to startle her with a
charge °f impo=turc, se suddfn and ynexpected,
that she must have |utraycfl signs ot some
emotion, ofanjer at least, had -hr been conscious
of what was pasringrz but =uch txpc-riments,
though convincing, ‘fr*~ unn¢~cexu'y;f'or the
most gkeptical could 1: ~t :ec hc Itr any Iength
of' time, without being persuaded that she was

actually I = deep sleep. saw your experiments,
in which v, covered her gyes and after close

examination, | was convinced that she could not
see under the bandage : but had she done ¢,., thc
papers which she read, were held in such manner,
as not to be seen in that direction. IVhile one of
the cards was before her, | looked at it at the
same time and the same distance, without being
able to distinguish a letter ; which was the more

remarkable, since | ascertained by experiment



132 APPENDIX.

when she was awake, that she was very near-
sighted, not being able to read at the distance of'
two feet what others could read Without difficulty
when it was twice as fgr from their eyes. Vllhen
these experiments and the precise circumstances
under which they were tried are given to the world
in your lecture, those, if there are any, who are
not inclined to admit the facts, will be under the

necessity of Showing in what manner you were
deceived; your experimentg were as numerous
and thorough as circumstances would allow: so

that it will not be gngygh to discredit the statement
without exp|aining how so many witnesses were
misled, the great propol'tion ©f whom, like myself,
went to the place thoroughly incredulous, and left
it thoroughly satisfied that there could be neither

delusion nor imposture.

Respectfully and truly yours,
W. B. O. Pmnonr.

FROM DR. JOHN STONE.
Spring'_field, Feb. 14, 1834.
DEAR Sm,
In compliance With your request that 1 would
give you my opinion of the interesting case Of

Miss Rider, | simply state that, en °ne gccasion,
| saw her in a paroxysm ©F somnambulism, und
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heard her rtpeal distinctly and correctly several
passages ©t poetry which, it was said, she could
not recollect when awake. She also, in my
presence, With her eyeshandaged, read several
cards which were presented to her; and, in a
Sing|e instance, one which was held behind a
palm_leaf fan in such a manner that, | am satisfied,
she could perceive it only by light passing through
the fan. From ., observation of the case | am
convinced that her gpparent power ©f distinguish-
ing objects in the dark, and with her eyes covered
is real; and that the facts which have been ob-
served cannot be accounted for on the supposition
of imposture.
Yours, &c.
Jons STONE.

FROM REV DR. OSGOOD.

Springfield, Feb. 15, 1834.

I hereby certify that ! was present When many
of the experiments were made ;5o Jane Rider,
as narrated in the above history of her case, and
am sure that there could have been no deception
practised : ! fully believe that gy ery thing written
by Dr. Belden is without exaggeration.

SAIMUEL Oseoon.

12*
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FROM DR. M. B. BAKER.

Spl-ilz_gfiezd, Feb. 14, 1834.
Having, by the politeness of Dr. Belden, had

frequent opportunities ©f seeing Miss Rider, I am
happy to state that I witnessed 55, ofthe most

remarkable phenomena of her case, and that they
are correctly described by him in his account of

her; that the experiments with regard to vision
seemed to me to be fa|r|y performed, and that
there does not seem to me to be the slightest
reason to suspect N€r of any attempt t© impose

upon the public.
M. B. BAKER, M. D.



Errata.

Page 26, ninth line from hottom, quotation'marks at
The, ending With the chapter.
36, fourth line from pottom, Strike out the and.
53, third line from top, powers should be singular.

62, tenth line from pottom, for however, read to
write.

63, twelfth line from top, for chrystal, read crys-
tal

63, fourteenth line from {gp, for put read but.



