




































































































































:iu.NACB11aTTI 4lffl.lUIONIC COll'l'UTIOlf. 

FRANXUN COUNTY . 
Epaphras Hoyt 
Noah Wells 
Michael ~l'Clennan 
David Purrinaton 
Rufus Day 

William Smith 
Isaac Woodbury 
Jonathan Brown 
Ephraim Williama 
Ectmund Langley 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 
lrad Fltch 
.Abijah Munroe 
Charles Gordon 
Edwin Munroe 
• .\braham R. Thompeon 
Timothy Fuller (President) 
Francis Bowman 
Samson Tarbell . 
F. A. Staples 
William Chaplin 
John B. Merriam 
Ebenezer Smith 
Cyrus Smith 
Eliab Parker, Jr. 
Peter Sanborne 
Amos Evans 
Ambrose Kingman 
Nathan Adams 
Nathaniel Jaqueth 

Rufus Straton 
Stephen Pope 
David 'fnttle ' 
Charles B. Davia 
Timothy Johnaon 
Josiah Bacon 
Joseph Bacon 
Elijah Adamt 
Dr. N. Cutler 
Burrage Yale 
James Steel 
John Clarke 
George Coolidge 
Thomas Barnea 
Nahum Hardy 
Amos Harrington 
Ephraim Stetson · 
Alpheus Bi(elow, Jr. 

ESSEX COUNTY. 
Winthrop Newhall · 
William B. Breed 
~hen Oliver 
Jonathan Buffum 
Jonathan Stone 
William Pbillipe 
AID08King 
William»-ett 

F. S. Newhall 
Joshua Hawke 
Benjamin Coleman 
Stephen Barker, !ld 
M. C. Pratt 
James Pratt 
David Fuller 

Whole number present 245. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

8'7 

B. F. Hallett, of Provideace, R. I.; Luther Metcalf, Medway, Mau. 
Allen Partridgl!', Bellingham ; Stephen s_ anford, - ; Avery Allyn~ . r 
of New York· Abijah Bloodgood, Boston · Allen Newell, Brookfield; ;/ 
Jamee Allen, Warren Miller, Lockport, N. f.; Artemu LaQe, Munaon; . 
Mr. RanlOD, of Vermont-11. 
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.4.PPENDIX" 

LETT.ER TO MR. RUSH. 

BosTox, 21 Mu, IBSI. 
Boie'. R1c11.uo Rusu-

.sir-The Convent.ion of Delegates fro'1} the various parts of this Com- · 
monwealth, lately a&llembled ~ this city to adopt auch measures as inigh\ · 
oonduee to the suppression or counteraction of~uma,onry, have deputeQ: 
the undersigned, as their organs, to express to you the high sense enter ... 
tained by themselves and bv the numerous class of their fellow citizens, 
whom they represented in ·that body, of your powerful and eloquent ex­
position in your recent letter, ol t_he same portentous ev!I. The. infatua­
tion of a numerous body of men m a free ce.intry and m an enhghtened · 
ltate of society, which could trample upon the rights of humanity and 
ei1ence the voice of reason and the suggestions of conscience, so far as to 
shed the hlood of its victim, is by your pen depicted in colors so glowiog, · 
u to impress conviction upon every mind. • 

It must inspire our fellow citizens through the Un~on, with increasina 
confidence in the ultimate success 11s well as in the rectitude of their caute; 
1Vhen they find the1T\se.lves sustainoo. b3 the sagacity, learning, andsperi-.. 
ence of the most eaunent statesmen and scholars of our country: , lflhe -.· 
Prt11 has been bribed or awed into silenr.e, arid has suffered tbe community 
~ slumber in delusive security with an enemy lurking among them and ·-. 
olandeatinely seizing the strong holds of tlleir liberty ; it is to the . wiadom, 
,!Id virtue, and eloquence of those, whose counsels nave bitherLo alwa;pi-" 
\Jeen heard with deterence and followed with success, that the people musf · 
look to enlighten and to guide them. · 

While we recoil with hortor at the depravity and wickedneas, which 
--1 totbe immolation ofa devo~ maff;)'i'9Yil. horde of desperate ruffians, 
•tirated by a fraternity arrogatm11 so itself. the privil~es of despotia 
pewer over it.I deluded subjects; and ~lieve with you, that violations of.. 
private,and penonQI r~ht IE-8' flagrant would in the glorious era·ofiui: :i 
fariy·history, even in tJie absence of other grievances, have kindlecf·thti ··:1: 
lame ofr~olu-tion ; J>f'Fmit us to advert to other mu, which have lo~ ·" 
pialed,though but partially perceived by thecommunity 1 in'Which w-,··:~~­
live, and which have arisen and grown UJ> in the' exuberant soil of~ · _.. 
~nry. Not to men\,ion the prod.gal wp,e of time, nor the'COnsump-_ 
~on of the mean• required, for purposes of Charity, in vain display or 

V convivial indulgen~ we cannot but regard the process of induction and 
initiation through the various degrees of the craft, as unfolding a series of 
ceremonies, equally puerile and degrading. These are objections to the or­
der ofmasonr_y, which are chiefly confined to the membera themselves, and 
to their familiei. There are others, which reach the whole community, and 
which tend to contaminate the streams of social intercourse, and to poison 
~ sources of confidence and integrity in every port. In every city · and 
villqe the com!>ined support and patronage of an affiliated corps, known 
W Heh oth~r by conr,erted signals of recognition, but unknown to all beside, 
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acliu, ill co~ert a&uil!6t the unconscious nmks !)f their ~119w c~ .. ~ 
muet speedily produce ·the most striking rel!ults, in elevating .the _objects of . •, v 
their prererence to.office and wealth, and in dep1essing their competitors 
in the same proporthm. 

Such a course of action _and such results have long been discernable 
through the wide extent" of masonic influence. Nor-is it .doubted, that 
advantages of the nature alluded to have been among the Htrruigeat allure- - . 
ments, especially to youthful and aspiring candidates, to t1eek its protection . -: , 
and i\s aid in the acquisition of patronage and promotion, to the e:x;clusion · 
of others of equal or flllperior pretensions, but whose . merits have thus , 
been .le!tto languish in obscurity and despondence. The strong te~ , ."7'. " 

tion jhus held out to sei~e the fruit without the labor of its cultivation has . .;, 
probably been the chief incentive to the votaries of the order. The tedi- . 
ous repetition ofsenscles! forms and the endurance pi degrading mummeriea 
would never have been submitted to hy so many aspirants, from mere 
t:Urionty to explore the vaunted mysteries of the craft, without the stimu-
lus ofbene6~, m;>re certain and substantial. Here too we may easily 
discern .the real n,iagnet, which even now sustains and holds together the 
congr~ga~ in~ of freemasons through our land, overcoming the strong 
disapprobation daily more a11dible in the utterance of public opinion. Of 
public, cipinlCID: tpasonry hllll no fear ; for its decrees ma'lOnry has no res-
pect. ~rraye4 in panoµly or mysterious temper, shrouded in impenetra-
ble s1,creey, surrounded hy thousands of blind adherents, and in posses-
11ion of the .atrong holds ·ol power and p/itronage-; she hurls defiance and ~ 
threa4lns destruction to her assailants. " She fears nothing from violence; 
for she bas every means to counteract, defoat and punish it." 

To int4ni1te the possibility that masonic oaths and obligations have en• 
tered the halls of justice, and minglec.! their abominations in the purity of 
its adµµnistration, has been thought too bold a suggestion. And surely ." . 
the quiet of society must be fatally disturbed, if the suspicion is awakttn-. 
ed, that the security of our property, and our lives is to be sported with by 
auch pernicious influe~s. Yet certainly the murderers of one victim 
pave been screened by those influences. Hence it is evident the danger 
exists, and hence the vigilance of all, who seek their rights in Courts of 
Justice, isjn_eyita.bly ~r-01,1sed, and their eye anxiou.sly roves through the 
fj.st of those, who are to determine the controversy, Beyond the imme­
diate limits of the scenes alluded to in a sister State, these dangerous ten­
dencies of masonic obligations have not been equally obvious, perhaps to 
very great extent may not have existed. Yet henceforth tho,e corrupt 
trials, sanctioned as the-y 1:1eem to be, certainly not, disavowed, by the fra~ 
~rnity, must infuse the poison of their example through the entire sphere 
of its influence. The danger is neither.imaginary nor trifling; and even 
the jealousies, engendered by the morbid condition of communities whertt 
masonry blends its uncongenial principles with the elements of society, 
must materially weaken the veneration of the public for judicial dicisions, 
and tqus endanger one of the strongest pillars of our happy institutiona; 

With the deceptive character of the pretensions or masonry to acien­
~ifie excellence and to extraordinary cha1ity, tlie public have been made 
fully !l.:_guaioted by the disclosures of some of the most candid and · respec­
table of1ts members, who have had the courage to abjure their allegiance. 
These compRratively harmles& boasts, and even its puerile ceremonies 
and i~ ridiculous pageantry, we willingly leflve to be quietly practised and .., 
enjoyed in the recesses of the Lodge. But the evils we would avert or 
exterminate, and to which we have before alluded, are of such a nature,_ 
that the fabric oJ society is endangered by their countinuance. Gladly 
will we hail the day, when masons shall renounce their exclusive privileges. 
and abjure the oaths and obligations which conflict with their duties a 
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citi1-en1 IUld chriatit1111. Their fellow citizens would receive them ,vitlt 
cordiality, and rtatore them to their c-..onfidence and esteem. Hitherto 
aecedera from their ranks have encountered the hatred and obloquy of the 
whole order, by their intrepid and virtuous course. 'fhe independence 
and courage required to form and execute a resolution to secede, can only 
be found in a few superior minds. Without donbt the great majority of 
the fraternity, less interested and less prejudiced ttian their privileged and 
exalted dignitaries, would be easily induced to relinquish the·ties and the 
trappings, with which they find themselves encumbered. But the arts 
and exertions of the few inflame their pride and their prejudices, by 
misrepresentinr our eflorta and cha1ging us with proscription and perse­
cution. We trust, however, the day approach(:'$ when the public voice 
■hall be 80 load and so unanimou11, that the .infatuated and spell-bound 
devotees of masonic delusion shall be awaken1!d to reason, and shall joy• 
fullv fly from the dangers which beset them, to the long deserted ranks of 
their fenow citi1-ens and friends. 

fn the pleasure and satisfaction at such a result of their ·1abors, the op­
ponents of masonry will forget the unmerited reproaches so often repeated, 
of being disturbers of' the quiet ot their neighbors, promoters of quarrels, 

" fomenters ofjealousies, selfishly ambitious of honor and office, and what• 
ever else the desperation of masonic zealots now alleges against them. It 
will be for them a high reward to see their present adversaries liberated 
from the meshes of a mischievous delusion, and their country relieved from· 
an inveterate evil. This pleasure will be greatly heightened by the reflec­
tion that in effecting their object they have coincided in the views, and in 
• humble degree contributed to the success, which yourself and other 
eminent and highly gifted citizens have been 80 conspicuous in aceom­
plitthing. 

We tender you, Sir, in behalfof the Convention, the assurance of our 
hi,rh respect and conaideration. 

TIMOTHY FULLER, Pruittent . 

STJ:PHJ:N P. G.+.aD!fJ:a, } 
ABNJ:B PHJ:LP■, 
Er.a.raau HoYT, 
Mic.+.H H. Ruoat&a, 

Yau Prui4«rtte. 
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MR. RUSH'S ANSWER. 

YoRK, PEtorNSYI,VA.NJA, Joruc 30, la:ff. 

Gelllumen :- Your commuuicatiQ.D dated the 91et of May, and bearing . ths 
Boetou poet-mark of the 21st of this month, reached me on the 911th instant, 
which 1 mention as it will account for what might otherwise seeiu a long In• 
Lerval between it& date and this acknowledgement. 

The favorable sentiments which, as Delegates of a Convention lately usem­
bled in Boston from vari0\18 parts of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to 

• adGpt measures for the suppression of Freemasonry, you have been plP.ased to 
expreaa of the views which l have given to the public upon this subject, yield 
me a very aolid,salisfaction. They naturally and powerfully tend to conftrm 
in my own mind the soundnees of those views. They demand all my acknow­
ledgements, which I beg leave to tender to :vou, fully and sincerely. You 
have yourselves presented views of the subject, other than those which I took, 
that are full of importance. The subject indeed is of great extent, and may be 
u11efully discussed under a variety of aspects, as different minds may be differ• 
ently affected townrds it; nnd thus the aggregate of separate contributions 
will in good time make up the entire volume of liirht with which it ought to be 
eucompaased. 

In the letter which has drawn forth your obliging communication to me, It 
was my object to hold up the dan11;ers of Masonry as seen in the contest it hu 
waged with the LA w in Morgan 's case, and the victory it has won . That part 
of the subject, nnd, in direct connexion with it, the enalavement of so great a 
portion of our Newspaper press to Masonry, were those upon which alone I 
111eant to dwell. l thought these points plain :tnd pnctical, nnd the ground 
under each so elrong, that it was impossible not to stand firmly upon it. As 
further reflPction leads me to think it still stronger than nt first, and as I have 
uow, in addition, your valued approbation, besides that of others of my fellow 
citizens whose approbation cannot bat be flattering, I will claim your indu), 
ience whilst 1 throw oat a few more ideas under the same heads, and perhaps 

_ incidentally upon some othere. It is of the Law of which I chiefly desire to 
•~ak, in its coonexi011 witb Masonry, bec•ose it is of the utmost moment that 
,its troe doctrines should be understood. Not only do all our civil rights · de• 
pend upon the true nnderatanding of them, but also our public liberty. First 
howeYer, of the PreSll. 

The thraldom of the press was evinced by Its general silence under the foul 
deed of lHoriian'• abduction and murder; or by the ab•ence of that decided in• 
dignation with which it ought to have followed it op, such as the press is aore 
to manifest in other cases where great crimes are perpetrated; or, whnt wu 
.. more disreputable still, ·by not unfrequently treating the whole subject with 
lnity, making it the occa~ion of coarse ribaldry and unseemly merriment. 
The friend■ of the preu will have cause to blush, as often aa thiJ part of lte 
history in our country is recalled . They.will feel shame in recollMtlng, that 
when the liberty nod life of n citizen wera struck down by a conspiracy of H• 
traordinnr_y boldness and malignity, an immense majority of the American 
press, u far as I had any means of knowing, to repeat tbe expression of my 
fol'IOer letter, ifit spoke at all, ~·ould not ,peak out; thnt a~aiust all its nature 
and habits. it grew tame ; or even if at first, to save appe:it·ancos, it did make 
l!Ome demonstrations, and shown guarded indignation, that it soon ~rew in, 
becoming indifferent, becoming blind 1 to an unspeakabll) outrage,.Jhttt it knew 
to be still unuenged. lo fact, that it laid down its Tigilance, ita intelligence 
and its spirit, at the footstool of Freemaeonry. More reprehe118ible than all:­
that, reversing its true duties,jt abaolntely exerted its spirit and launched forth 
its virtuous horror only against thoee who embarked In the pursuit of justice; by 

, .. braodin1 that pureajt u an 'unntceuary" e:R:itement;" and that finally, In ef. 
kct, it passed over-the neee-ry c:msequeuce.• of ita meuored step apin1t 
~•~ <'rime.ill the i,.ginning--to tha side of the oft'e11ding pa,ty, wll•re now it i• 
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·11een in full jui.:111 position, admini~toring to Masonry the comfort which it 
needa in this remarkable fellowship. Such, In a word, has be-en the coarse of 
the preu. Often, in other times and countries, It bu been silenced by arbitra­
ry will, or bought up by corrupting gold; but In thi:1 country, it has been be­
etrodden by Muoory . Servitude under any circumstances; is homiliatin1; 
but in the lowest depth, there is a lower deep; and thnt our preaa aboold ban 
bowed down in worship to this Idol, is the step into that deep. A late writer 
on the" Principles of Morality,'' Dymond, who1e early death thoee who et and 
bijih in letters ia Brit~m deplore as a public loss, whilst discussing the -.ubjeot 
of new,paper,, utters this striking opinion; "'th/Jt tlttro an sOYne t1'e4li,,l,t, 
editor, who do luJrm i,a the toorld, to an u .tent in comparilon toitla whieh roKer­
'ill and trea1on are as nothing ." l give the pusage in llis o\Vn empljatic 
word.. lfthia searching writer, as he has been called,-he waa of the society 
of Friends am! an honor to that society ,-could have witnessed in the United 
States the 1ubject100 of a large band of editors to Masonry, he would not BONI• 
ly have revoked hi:1 opinion. On the contrary, aatoniahment and di1guit ·muat 
line t11ken pos5"tion of his bosom at perceiving bow the p'reas in a· co-cmtry 
-proud ofita freedom, could have come under such a yoke; and, being under 
it, how it could p;!,SS from ob:1urd1ty to absurdity, at one time losing it.se1f i_n a 
confusion of !he understanding, at another in a tornado of passion, in attempts to 
e.xcuse itself for not doing ils duty· to the public under an event as authentic as 
ever arose in any country, for drawing out all its honest and most uncomprom• 
ising indignation. 

The National lntelligencer of the 11th of this month, now lies before me. 
Thfa newspaper has long heen published in the capital or the Union . For llie;h 
and various .merit, lido not believe thnt it is e.xcoeded by any journal iii thi1, 
er in aoy country. Its conductors do honor to a profession as noble and usi:ful 
in its honorah!e exercise, as it is mischievous and unworthy in ita abuse. l!:lo­
vated in mind, they never, whatever their own views of subjects, fall to ' state 
fairly the views of those from whom they differ, and never to my remembrlillc.e 
hue they, in the whole course of their career, soiled their columns with porsoll"' 
111 indecoru-ms. Yet, what do my eyes behold 1 This paper, candid asit is, fe,itb­
fnlly as it desseminatew all other information, ably as it discuaaes all other fl\fea­
tions, will not touch that of Antimasonry. lt \~ill not perollt it!!elf" to be'fnlfnl. 
m.ntal in fomenting an excit~mcnt, whicl,, pr-e'Dailing ei:tfflli'oel!J ilt 1ome 1'01'U 
of the country, had its origin ~n tltc in.dignation justly e:r.cited by t/10 abduction 
aonM y,ars ago, of a person by .the name of Morgan!" -A 'Pftt!Olf 13Y 'l'HE !U:JIUI: 
or MoaGAN ! ! Tbns do theae experienced editors speak 'ofthe 'case H lf it 
were still new to a large put of their oomeroua readers; ·wbieh 'probably, Wall 
the fact. It e.eems to have been the first time that they had meddled wit'b it, 
end it is intirr,ated that their press will meddle with it no more. la not tbia 
enough to shock us? Will more proof be called for, 'etcept by the Infatuated; 
of the bowing down ofthe press before the unseen, wide-sweeping seourge af 
the Masonic Institution ? The estimable citizens no less than acco,nplished 
edit.ors to whom, and to whose proH, I here venture to allude iri furtherance ol 
\he principle 1 have in hand, may be well a1111ured that it Is done in not the 

. .Jigbte,t spirit of personal disesteem. They are themselves, I dare to say ,Jin-
a ware of the controlling influences under which they Jabor; they do not ·per­
ceive how tbey breathe them in with · the 1ocia\ atmosphere ; how they are 
dripping with the delet1,riou1 damps of Masonry, without knowing how they 
come, 1111y more tloan the damp" of the night. - · 

As to the LAW, never in any age or no.tion ·waa it more completely laid ptot• 
trate by any power, than masonry has done ii in the case of Morgan. u· this 
be not enough to cOllsign it to reprobation in a free state, there Is nothing eke 
that will . We have been wont to telk of the law being sovEREJG!f wttil · u•; 
but it i• MASONRY that is sovereign, as things now stand. This is no uncon> 
eidered a11ertion. I shall procetd to the proof, with a eonfidenc• than wJ;ich 
the human mint! never would be juetified in feelio,: more, 011 any moral propo'­
aition. It rests on evidence ttrong aa adalnalit, 'though it be 'nt>t all technical 
evidence . It rests on p1inc1ple• co-extensive with tbe civilized world; prillci­
ple• out of which empires- have arisen, and will ariee again. Did our' lkllier1 
-of ''76 -coosult Gilbert'• law of eridence, cw the chapter in Hawlrlna; t6 kuo'W' if 

· •very act of -oppN11Jioa aplilat -them co11ia' be technically ptoYetl in dN'rt 1 
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Dill the Enflilh of 1688,or the French of !Mt July, ataad upon.-uch dQCU'ipef 
The poblio safety is not tboe to bo cavilled away. 1L i• not, ae Lord Chathaqa 
Nid, to depeRd upon-books with Ule leave• turned down in dop ear,. Every 
8QCl:el8ive day, that finds the murder of Morgan unavenged, marks a continua• 
tien ef .the wtrage which the longer existence of Masonry in our country, ear• 
lies with it; as the Masone who committed it, or who knew of it, still elude 
puniahmenl by clinging to their Masonic obligations, which they bold -&o be 
1M1periOT to the law. Though it be even admitted, that this ariae1 from illna­
tio.iem ia them, which perverts the true intention of the Muonic obllplion 1 
aociety equally suffers and is equally outraged. When the inltitutioa, aft'eet• 
lag tn complah1 of" pcrsuution," exclaims," pw.nis/a the guilty, bMt not tJu ill•, 
110c•J1t," it faUe into a mockery, which aJfronts society anew; for it ill the Yer'f 
.Ma110nic obligation ltaell, which never would have place but for the lostitutioa, 
that eoablea the guilty to elude the law. Whan, too, the Institution, rea,ing 
lte presumptuous crest to a parallel with Christianity, tells u1 that cri111ea oom• 
mitted in the name of the latter 11re not allowed to recoil upon religion, . and 
elaims tor Masonry the same indulgence, it advance, a claim more audaeioua 
~an absurd; a claim that no uubiassed mind will noticti, unlen to remark 
upon its greater sacrilege than sophistry; as ii the onths, and grips, and my•• 
leriee, and titles, and the whole train or anticks, in alliance with which Muon• 
ry finds it indispensable to perform her charities, were all of sacred origin ; all 
ju_re diiiino, like the claim of monarchs of old lo their thrones. The lhougbw 
ehuch a parallel, make Masonry doubly hateful, showing that it ie blown up 
by impioue inflation; that not content with causing murder upon earth, it i& 
for mounting up afterwards into heaven. 

But il8 pretensions to religion form a Lranch of the diacunion into which I 
did not go, nor do I desire to go , The only concern that society at large CID 
boe with Masonry politically, is on the ground of its doing a. poeitlve injur7 
to ,ooiety. What its predilections may incite it to cherieh in theory or eaaot 
J■ practice, within its own walls, those outside need l)Ot care about. L~ It 
employ itself as any other benevolent, or festive, or theological brotherhood, II 
any or all such it constitutea, with its own duties and pastimes, u long BI it 
kMpe within ita-own limit,. But the line must never be passed. It esiate 
permilliYely, under the license of society. The oontiou.nce of its <?barter; 
dependa upon its innocent conduct. This most be unequivocal and invariable. 
There muat bo no exception collaterally, any more than direclly. The m<J4. 
~ it ie diacovered that person• belonging . to thi1 brotherhood can con11pi~ 
lrfalnat tbe liberty a'nd life of a citizen who bad broken no law ot the land, bul 
mtirely IOIDe of its own edict•, and when these persone can escape deleetioa 
by perflUarling themaelvea that the voluntary oathe and other eelf-a91u111ed ·eb. 
ligations which bind them to the brotherhood are of higher authority than the 
law", no matter under what mistaken notions of those oaths a11d oblicationa 
the1 act, from that moment the whole Institution, from which auoh rank d.tu• , 
1iane and tremendous perils proceed, aaeumes a new relation to 110oiety. _h le 
piaced In the attitude of an ag&'ressor. It rides over the Jawa. It i1 .p.illy; 
eon1truotively if you will, but obviously and legally guilty. It atande r~pon• . 
•Ille for the blood ol a citizen. In vain it may allege that its precepts mcul•· 
cate obedience to the laws, whil1t its ignol'&nt or wieked members Yiolatetliem 
throngh a feeling which the Institution generates, in their D1iod1 at leeat. 
The cr1 that it is" per•~utad,'' is a contradiction to common 18~18- It caa­
fto longer claim protection like other bodie11 of men,.united for tbe1r own/ur• 
,-,. Society and such an Institution cannot exist 10 eafety together, an •&h• 
latt.,r must give way, The first principlea of ,ociety, all the securities tits&. 
k~ep it from flying uunder, stamp this reuoning with tnt1h. It epriop froa 
the 1ll'lt Impulses of the mind, and Is ratified by the covenant■ of enr:, eode. 
No lawyer, no judge, no publicist, In whatever clime he rnay live, ani.u ha 
•odel'lltanding be subdued by Maaonry, ean gainaay ita foree. The malter le 
arm, _erable for the aervant, the 1uperior for the interior, ~e part,y par'l!l°uat-: 
fer him who acts under influence. The very dog uncha1~d, who does ~JorY. 
In &he streets, fixee liability upan the owner , T_heee are pnmordial ~ _of 
J.ri,prudence, loeall}' and an1Yersally, They lie at the foundadon of tndlrid· 
ul, IOOial, and poliucal eafety, No ,overnmenta, no communiti•, cione of~ 
linlll of oi'ril life, coold bold together a day without theit shield. 'l'her .. 
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the ceioent of eaola wlthtn it.aelf, and vf all to each other. Let it aot N ,aid 
that the reaponsibility is for civil rnisconduct, not crime. This i1 a distlnctiOD 
that can 11vall Muonry nothing. Nobody dreams of indlcti111 innoeent Ma­
eona for the mu.rder of Morgan ; but only of putting an end to the lnllitutioa 
for \he 1utm:ient reason that guilty Masone took hi~ life throurh an ignoraut 
aiaunderelaoding or corrupt perversion of their ties to that laatitution. It ia 
tbia that bring• legal guilt home to the lo1tit11tion, on the queetion now raiaed 
M between iwelf and society. It 1how1 the Institution to have been the IIIIOV• 
tni spring to the crime ; the Influence paramount that instigated it; the au,-. 
rior pow11r, I do not aay that commanded-thie is not neceaary to the uru• 
ment-but that caru,d the crime. Here ia enough, (unle• indeed this fun1u• 
of human device, this mere craft of man, is to go 011 with ita claim to co-equal­
ity with Chrlatianity,) quite enough, to bring it under -the broad conservati" 
maxim of the law to which l appeal. We mu,t look at the maxim in ita high• 
est reason; not merely aa one to be pleaded in a court of common law, but 
deaigned, in the far wider range ofita dignity and juetice, to throw ita protea• 
tion a.er mankind. We make Masonry amenable to it, in the only way In 
which the American people in their collective capacity, can apply ita savlllf 
efficacy ; viz : by insisting that the Institution which caused I.he crime, bi 
diiloolvcd. Tho great coroner of 1he nation-such would the prees have been 
on this emergency ii it had not shamefully deserLed its poal-holding an in• 
que,t .over the dead body c,f Morgan, could render no other verdict, if the ver­
dict covered the whole ground, than that he came to hi•d111tb by Muons, oa4 
througA Ma,onry. If the verdict were qualified by aayiog the bad 1pirit of 
.Ma10ory, 1101 its good, what difference would this make to the nation, 1eeing 
that Muonry, in some form or other, was the source ol the whole tranaaction. 
To the nation therefore is Masonry, upon the sounde•t priociple1 of Ja..-, ac­
countable for hia death. The sa{ety of the people is THIii SUPREIU LAW, 
which will disdain all shadowy distinctions in a ca11e of this magnitude and 
eo~ern. It i1 from Muonry that the Commonwealth hu received detriment 
in the destruction of a citizen, aud the old custom of Rome should be revi,od .: 
die people muet take care that it receives no more. · . 

Thi• conservative maxim of jurisprudence, I, eeen in its broadeet application 
when in force between nation and nation. The entire family of indotpendelat 
nationP, acknowledre its indi,putable validity. Hence ,rovermenta,JLDd coue­
qnently nation,, are held re1ponsible for :i. mere indigmty offered to the penoa 
of a eitizen of another nation, although the nation, collectively within who• 
!imits the indi1nity ma)' have been committed, be free from all Imputation ~f 
&11-.intentfonal guilt, Hi1tory abounds with such facta, and with accoantl of 
ware, followed up to the overthrow of nations, growing out of them, I miJbt 
mention, •• a very freah illueuation of the reneral doctrine, the course JUlt 
panned by France in deapat.ching a aqnadron to the Tap, lo av-.. the da• 
,rndinr treatment 1hown to a French subject In Litbon, although it would . ap­
pear to hue been denied that the Porturueae Ki_n4r (Don Miguel) bed aivea 
ID1 Hnctlon to the outrage; for the French Mm11ter'• note of reclama:.ion~ 
doe, not undertake positively to say that it bad bis aanotion. Had Litboil ovea 
beeo bombarded and its innocent inhabitants suff'ered, it would be ootblna 
more than we have seen, in eff'eot, in analagou9 casea among independent aa• 
tiona. Yet Masonry, in defiauce of all thia, in defiance of the abaorbin1 and 
tranecendant nature of pnblic rights, whether u claimed and exerciNd eo iia• 
•ari.bly by 1tate1 within tbemaelvea, or internationally, affeclll lo tbmk .lh&l it 
i• not to answar for an offence committed by the immediate member• of it.a.on 
body, tutin, from. a ,pirit inj•asd into them by that body. The latter lnf""1· 
nt make• the cue far stronger than the one just cited, or any other lik•IY to 
occur between States ; not to mention other enormities in the cue of Morf'II 
that recoil de jur,, and, aa we shall see presently, de Jacto too, upon \be 
Lodg•. But what am I eaying ? Why do l forget myeelf? With gowrnsnenca 
maaonry 'IJill bold no parallel ; with nations it will bold no parallel ; nollaiag 
but Christianity is its compeer ! The Lodge and the Church. are ever In c .. 
Jeatial glory coupled. Christianity is not anawerable for the bad deed, ef 
Christians; therefore, muoory must not be answerable for the bad deed• of 
mllOl!a ! Such 18 tbe con,urnmate blupbemy of maeonic logiclt. Someth!lu, 
tilde~, it will 1toop, a little. It will tran1iently condeteencrto eoapaN itNY 
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with the Senate of the United Shtea; or, being fond of old thi1.1g1, to the old 
ReYOlutionary Congress. It i• in the matter ot ,ecrecy, that it thua comes be­
low it•. heavenly a&pirations. The comparison pnrportl, that as nations senie­
t1mes tran■act their affairs with cloaed doors, the 1111tion of Freffllaaona have 
aleo a good righfto close theirs eternally, with the auperad<lition, en bagatelle, 
of eternal oaths, and penalties, lest they come to be orened. 

Let us look into the moving spring of all this sell exaltation. It may not 
lie so mnch below the surfac.i as that common penetr~lion cannot easily ,:et to 
it, it it will but be exerted . I am unwilling to tran•gress upon your kiudneu 
b1 makinir my letter too long; but the suhject is full of interest. 

The public have so long been familiarized t~ the name of Freemasonry, and 
It urges its claims upon the public so imperiously, that we have not yet learned 
to treat it as it deserves to be treated ; that is with nothing more nor less than 
justice. Through the same cause, its own sensibilities have got into th., wont 
atate of morbidness, ao as to be vulnerable to the slightest touch. W rappin1 
itself up in Its exclusiveness, it has no ear for the truths of this world. Jt 
seems as if neither its understanding nor its moral faculty, could be reach~d 
by them . It asks a standard by which to be judged applicable to no associa• 
tion of individuals of subordinate and secular ore;amzation, in existence. If 
this standard be denied, it puts forth complaints of hardship , and anon falls ID• 
to paroxyam1 of fury , as if the foundations of the world 1rere struck at; 

Assume& the God, _. . 
Aff'ects to nod, 
And seems to shake the 1phere1. 

Thi■ i8 eyer ill mag isterial port. Remote ages are invoked, and name• of re• 
DOWD among the quick and the dead ; the cardinal virtues are marshalled H 
te1timonial1, beaming like the fires of Elusis, to overpower the scepticism or 
9llence the contumacy of all who presurr.e to breathe a doubt against its puri• 
ty or -raise a finger againat its away. It is fit says Bacon , that we aometlmet 
burn incenae where bad odour• have been raised. So it is with masonry. 
Thousands who join It by crosaing the threshold of a lodge but once in their 
liH1, becanu they find that once anough, know no more of what pane• thtre 
afterward1, th,n _or what i1 going on in the region• to which Uly!llle1 de■ce!ld· 
ed. But by setung out these namea, by dwelling .upon bye-gone centur~ 
and unrolling the faded catalogue of its other merits, which the uninitiated are 
to take upon ·the credit of its own kniehts in buckler, It seeks to draw aside the 
un.\eratanding from a scrutiny into i1s more recent achievement,, and all itl 
exiating deffrts. It may be profitable to detach oursel•es, for a moment, from 
tbeee demands upon our reverence and look at the case before u1 under I 
ehange In the outward circumstanc•• • but of none whatever in the real 1ub• 
lta~e. This moJe of viewing It, may open an a,-enue through which the 
jodgment can paea, without the common hindrance,, to riaht conclusion• on 
the character and deeds of Masonry . 

Let ue 1•ppo99 then, that a new society had been forqied In the United 
8tates about five years ago, under a-name before unknown to u1, and mod• 
elled, we will aho say, after one abroad ; for e.rample, in Con1tantinQPle. 
For c:onvenleace, we will give it a name. We will 1uppose it to have been 
called, " The Brethren of the S.n and Moon, componimu of t/&• Star,, and 
K1li6At• of the eriwu,m turban . Let ue euppose that aome of the memben of 
tbie -lety; a dozen we will say , had, with the aid of certain sign~ knowa 
among themselvea, and to all moslema, but of which others knew nothmg, laid 
a oonepiracy againat the liberty and life of one of011r people and destroyed both, 
tor breakin~ aome &fita own aelf-created rules. Our sapp011ltion inclu~e• the 
Idea of ■ecrecy, as fundamental to their rules; and _it ref'lrd• the society U 
compoeed of Americaru u well u foreigner■. Let u1 further and lastly •np• 
po,e, that these titled and turbaned aa9ociators had th11m, by virtue of certain 
eabalisttcal vows that boun°d them to their eociety and to each other with an 
•neTflY u if Inscribed on the banner of the prophet, continued to defy,. for fun 
fe\lr year■ out of the five of the 1oclety'• existence, all our conrta and Juries to 
-•iet them of this conspiracy and murder, although their guilt wu 10 fta• 
crant that no intellirnt mind would think of doublinJ it :-what ,rould not 
b&Ye been the C..linc of the people nary where .,.imt auch a eoclet7, 811d 
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,rhat lawful u1ean» would have been left untried for it.o 1uppre1aion? Sow, 
here la the case of Morgan and Masonry, simply butaub1tautially stated • . The 
only defect is, that, for brevity's sake, I concede too much to Masoury in .the 
case auumed. ' · 

And, ia th,·re any thing in the masonic society !hat should exempt it from 
the fate 10 which such a new-born society would hdve been exposed? 'What 
is it that gives to the former, privil~g"• beyond any other association of men, 
Uiat we ahou'd not honestly and fearlessly deno1mcc It, and h·ample upon it, 
H its own adl111rents trample up,m !he lnw ? What is the meaning of the 
atatutes of premunire, of w~lch the horn-books of:he law give us an account? 
Do we not know, th•t the essen<'C of the off~nce at which thoy were levelled, 
c:on1isled in lntrodu<'ing into the lnnd a power above the law ; eomethil!,: that 
prevented its fair execudon? And has not masonry done this very thina in 
More;1n's case? \\ ho will say that prohibitory statute• might not be enaclild 
agaiust the Institution in New York? There would have been little b'tl!ita• 
tion, we may be assuied, in bringing the Turkish society, the case nf which I 
have put, under the sharpest penal legislation, ii it had not been made to di■• 
avpear under more tmmediato bursts of pnhlic detestation. And on what plea 
1hould masonry escape? Its antiquity? This i• precisely the @trongtst reasnn­
for putting it down. Ancient nbusts ure sure to be the most formid•ble, in 
every community disfigured by their existence. They make a claim to Sllnc• 
tity on thia grouud, like the English rott<'II borough aystem, and work evil the 
more fatally under every -form. Time is a power which the artful play off 
upon the credulity of mankiud. Do we requi'fo the proof"? How else could 
it have happened, that masonry has stood even to this day in a country like 
9ura, whilst induli;ing itself in pageantries and taking to itself titlPs, that have 
aot only been banished from European countries, but that eurpn•• all Asiatio 
es-.;geration, an<I have heen forced lo seek refuge in the un~ivHi:ied or ruffi81l 
testH ofauch courts as Timbuctoo and .\lgic,rs? Positively, lhere ia an flJ:OON 
bi them, I picture of elabofate burlesque, revolting to all rationaT1ty, anq t-bat 
mi1ht well startle the fabled Momus, could he raise hi• visor to behold them-. 
The explanation is historical, but where ia my longer the excuse, whatevel' 
the more recent date ofit1 regular formation in Britain? Masonry roae up- ia 
Europe, in times full of barbarism . It has remained at cncbor, surrounded bf 
iu prejudice■, whilst the current has borne the rest of society onw.a1·d, enliehl• 
eninR it in all ways, but in none mo1·e than in getting rid of mysticism alld 
J)omposity, not only in government, but in all the concerns of life. To theae 
two atlribul1>s masonry clings with an especial tenacity. She would have ti\e 
world imagine, that the charity which other societies can -dispenae with a 
,imphcity befitting thi3 virtue, and which Heaven teaohes every man to 
l>e11tow with open palm upon his hrother man, though he be no brother IIIUOII, 
~uat all be performed in conjunction with mimic signs, the memorial! of a 
rude and iyrannousage. _ It wa,s nn age when the strength of the human un­
!lerstanding wu displayed by its belief in astrology ; when freedom wu 
abown by the vassalage of the common people ; and when bnrnns and bitlhopa 
Jot being able to write their names, made thflir significant marks instead 
thereof; after the fashio11, we may suppose, of some of the s1ill eodurin,: 
!Ymbols .if freemasonry ! Such was its peculiar .age, such the advancement ol 
1otellect, such the condi\ion of civil liberty in the atmosphere of which it i~ 
baled ita nutriment . An appropriate and beneficial psttern, for moulding \he 
principle, an,! wacming the affections of Amer ican republicans! 

The follies over which time throws its mantle in the case of this Institution., •r• egregious and grotesque. Any mind that will contemplate . them in tbe' 
•b•tract _ rather than lhe concrete, must get awake to their exorhita,icy •• Bui 
the_•! m11!'ht I,~ ovedooked perhaps, on the principle of leaving all lll'!D to .Iha 
f,u111on of tl\e.1r own tastes, did not lime do much more for masonry. Jtaa.wftll 
l_i_?ar becomes a cover for its downright enormities . This is a ,tron1r exp!'.119-
lll~>n, but not too strong-not strong enough-as what l am now to Jtate 
wall prove. The fier.ds who actually took the life of Morgan , have not.. 
•• we know, lo thi3 hour been discovered ; but some of -the bi'oU1er, 
b0;8d who had a himd in the conspiracy , have been convicted 11nd sent -tll 
J'fl'!On, Will it be credited, th.at theae convicts are etill pemiittad _to m~a. 
~ear membership in the New York Lo,lgea' Thi• i, thefau. Thef ,.,. tlte 
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with the brotherhood-of malefactors ; the next, with their own brotherhood! 
You, gentlemen, are probably aware of thi1 fart. I derive it not from the 
antimHonic neW9papera alone, but, recently, tbroue:h other channels; for at 
6nt ( tllonght there must be t10rne mistake, and abatained from mt1ntioning it in mr. former letter. It ■eerned too much for beli11f. Would not lan11aage have 
failed to convey the aPn•e of uninrsal indiitnation, had any other eociety thal\ 
that of ancient freemasonry fallen into ■uch conduct ? Would not any oilier 
have been bl .. 1ed by enry toneue, every pen, every pre88, in the nation~ 
w tbe pre111ea devoted to masonry answer. But how many of them have 
bl1tSODed to the world this muonic enormity? Perhaps they have not known 
ol It? beni,;bted sentinel~, they are always in ignorance! Perhaps they wait 
for the technical evidence? rautiou1 ■entinels, they are never loo quick in 
6rin,r! no, not at masonry, for the world; but O how prompt, bow •aliant, 
how 1errible, the dischar1:e at it• foes! how the trumpet of war ■ounds ! how 
the clan■ uaemble ! how the tower• of the Lodge-univenal are manned ! 
what li1nals are given out! what chivalry is poured forth! how 

Masonic drtlma, entbinin■tic, 
Are beat with types, inste:ul of a-slick. 

The lut conflagration itself seems appro!lcbing when masonry i• threatened. 
This i• all in virtue of its antiquity. Its liege ~uhjects bow down in homap, 
and b11ing " ungirt and unco,·ered" after the olden time, pledre to their Idol 
"life and limb and terrenne honor ." This i, ancient masonry. 1 his i• the 
ln1titation that rlaims respect for its antiquity, reverence for its purity, and 
aupport because it is. "persecuted;" the Inetitutioa that takes convicts to its 
arm,, receives them into its holiest places! If a Jnvenal abould rise up a• 
mong as, here is a masonic aceae worthy of immortal verae, or there i~ none 

• 1uoh to be found in the satirea ofthe Roman bard. 
A few more reflections, and I will conclude. .When maeonry calls the name 

ofWaabington to Ila aid, it commit~ a profanation rivalling, in it1 way, the 
murder of Morgan as a public crime. It is difficult to speak of it and maintain 
a proper decorum ; aa if that matcbleN patriot and hero, he who founded our 
aepablic and therefore eve It Its laws, .who led us through the countleN trial, 
al a NVen yean war without a ■ln,:le violation oflhe law, a■ If he, could be 
han lived to eee the day when a band of conepiratoni from tb11 brotherhood 
would ferocionsly murder a citizen and then defy the law, under oath• and 
■alvoes which hut for masonry they never would have dreamed of,-aa if be 
would not have been the very first to uproot all its foundations, could be have 
wltne•ed thie spectacle . As surely as he always vindicated the eupremacy 
of the law, 80 surely would he have given up masonry when he found it stronr• 
er than ·the law . As surely 11S be tore to piece• bis oath of allegiance to. 
George Ill. that once bound him to monarchy, so surely would he hilve given 
to the winds all the extra-judicial and bombaetical oaths that once bound hid\ 
to rna!'Onr1.. There are some persons belonging to this Institution, who cannot 
or who will not reason upon the aubjoct of it; but from enlightened and can­
did maeons we may hope otherwise; and before the great body of the public 
we have a right to 111:pect, that it will be conaidered and treated like any other 
eource of danger to the public. ltR charity, like all other virtue, would sur• 
vive the stroke of death, and find other channels through which to dilJ'uae i&a 
rolief among the son, of men. Above all, mallOflry is out of place, in the 
United States . It is a bideou• exotic. It is foreign In its original conception, 
and in all it■ present habits. Ita complication and conr.ealmenr1 are not 
American, nor its ceremonial, nor any part of its hyperbolical nomenclature. 
An Atmo~phere of polittcal freedom anrl openne~a, ia not its element. It haa 
nothing fairly to do here, and as its spirit ia active, it will be doing mischief, 
The wonder is, that it should have existerl as long u it has done under in1ti­
tutlon9 80 totally oppo1ite in genius, to its entire creed and operations. It i1 
too nclu1ive, too demanding, too lnten,e in its sy111patbie1 wilbin it1 own 
orbit, to have (avor with a people jealous of all movement, apart from theiF 
own body, where no oaths tie down, no mysterie• darken the path o( conduct, 
Jt hu eeeaped the hand of American reform cblefly becau1e, to the bulk of the 
people, it bi■ remained unknown ; but now that a atupendoq~ crime arlpt 
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110ciety cnmmlttat tlaro146lt. t111U011ry, and remainln1 unpun~ tlt.,,o11p ,u . 
.afU'y, hu inesonbly fastened public ecrut[ny upon the lnstit11tioo, 1111 n11m• 
berlett other inc.on,;ruities with oor system, political and social, are driven one 
after another from their lurking places, and the glory of ita o•erlhrow it ie 
hoped, will he added to the many other vir.tories of American ,;ood -,99, over 
ancient abuses. May it be 1wept from our )Qnd, like the rotten borouib 
1yate111 from Enirland; which, in it■ time, has had as stout defeudere. Tbe prlvi• 
)ege11 of such a rdic of other dlly■ u old Sllrum , the ultra 11ristocracy used to 
■ay were u valuable there, ae some amongst us would have it believed th­
of the lodir:e are here; but u they are about to have their jubilee in En1tland 
for the extirpation of the one monster, let us have ours for the extirpation of 
the other. Each celebration would atteat the triumph of rea,on over fully, 
tyranny, and cran; and their 1imultaneous echoea, could they be beard 
toretber, would alike redound to the honor as well as durable adnnta,e al 
both N ation11. 

I have the honor to remain with rreat respect, your obedient Nnant, 

To TBB Hn1r. TIMOTHY FULLER, 
Prtaidcnt, and 

STJCPB&ll P. G.a.aon:a--Aa1na PRELP■-
JiJ,.a.Pa1u.1 HoYT and M. H. RuooLEs, E1quire■, 

Vic• Pr~1id,nt1 of th, 4nti"""'onu Qinotlllio11 
of M~hvutu . 

RICHARD RUSH. 
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