






























































































































































































































































































































18 [lto 

by an.· That it has been so committed, and the m&letictors b&ve acted Ufder such 
authority, aoc1 have been SO mded and comforted, 88 to carry the guilt of tfeasoDt 

cannot be doubte<l. Protection these crimes, ia the first duty of govern­
ment, and the objectfor which it is invested with its highest But pio-

. tectiOn C8.1Ulot be secured, by the ordinary .means. Shall it therefore be al>QJi­
doi;t.tld t Shall we forego,. in· behalf of freemasonry, (Ir through fear pf il, ·the 
primary purpose of civil orPnization? If we are true to ourselves it is eertain 
we need not forego it ; we can practically it: for the right.I of eleetion 

In these may be found full means,-:Dot of punishing the criminals,­
but t)f precluding any repetition of their crimes,-Of giving us that seeurity 
.apll\st' them, which is better than punishment, which is, indeed, the only pro­
per object . of all human punishment. The use of these means we advocate. 
Our adversariti& reProbate it, and represent it as oppressive persecuting. 

Tlie exeicise of the elective franchise is as much a of our 
ment any one performed, by legislatures, executive magistrates,. or judp. 
And the honest, intelligent, and fearleq use of it, by all to. it ·pertains, is 
as much a duty, in every case, as a similar use of other funCtions is, in au.y case, 
by th0se to whorii they pertain. Such a use of the 'elective t"uiiction is the duty 
. most· imperious, because it is the great corrective, in the last resort, of all other 
function&. . • · 

To· say that the powers of government should be applied to the masonic 
at all, would be so preposterous, as justly to-excite suspicion of being 

implid&ted in them. Beiides, it is now too late for any persons. to this with 
consistency ; for since the inadequacy of all judicial application 'io them bas 
bee-11 apPa.rent, even adhering freemasons say, it was improper to appeal 
to thtl courts: "punish the guily." B!Jt if.it was proper to appeal to 
in the first piece, and that appeal h8s beei'l relldered nugatory,· by i4e cQ.min.aI 
int$'£erence of freemasonry, the appealing to the 
ment against the outragea, is immeasurab1;r strengthened, not •. , 'll.ere 
is, therefore, no impropriety in resQrting .to the elective fnµichise to tlre 
evils of freemasonry. . It invades no man's rights. ' lt no man .to . 
complain. It is no more disreputable than it: is to re8ort to a legislature, or. a 
court of law, for the, OOrrection of an evil, which were ipstituted to redress. 
would it be for a moment, to - as . ovpression and perse­
cution, a resort to our legislators, for the passage, a law to promote the public. , . 

. security,'ol' to, our judicial tribunals. for the of crime? Neither can 
it be, to stigmatize a resort to the elective for the 'or 

I • t . • i .... 1 
freemasonry, which is fatal to all security, 8.IJ.d the very charnal house of crime. 

If ireemasonry ought to be shoi'ud be so 
. prwent its restoration. No l!lew.is: of doing this can be , . 
as tho8e furnished by the hallQt 'bc>xes.. These means are to our· 

. adoption, by the most urgent considerations, by their mildness, their safety, their 
and the tested· of au others. They are the me8Ds pro­

vided, by the most venerated of our political fathers. '!ho shall disparace them 1 
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Whoever is opposed to freemasonry and really desires its extinction,tnust use them, 
or confess himself a slave or tyrant. To extinguish it, by violence, would be tyran­
ny, if it were possible. To extinguish it, by the expression of honest convictions 

' against it, would not be tyranny, but it cannot he accomplished, unless a majority 
unite in such expression; and whether they do or not, cannot be ascertained, 
without a general vote. To desire its extinction, and do nothing to effect it, must 
proceed from indolence, fear, or the imagined force of assumed obligations in 
its favour, either of which ~nts to a degrading slavery. To such slavery 
who is willing to submit 1 In truth none, who are not opposed to using every 
other means against it, are opposed to using our elective rights against it ; and 
those who are opposed to using our elective rights against it, uniformly use ~ 
their elective rights in its favour. The higher freemasons are expressly sworn 
to do it. Thus tqey adopt a conduct, which they stigmatize in us, as oppres­
sive a.Dd pers'ecuting, and which is so, when adopted secretly, by virtue of un­
lawful obligations, and in favour of a class of citizens, who associate for secu~ 
ring to themselves unequal privileges. 

Anti-mrumns would'defend their rights, the laws of their country, and the 
111ost sacred treasures of liberty, from a fearful assault. Seeking to preserve 
tl.Dd perpetuate all the blessings intended to be secured, by our government, 
they would proceed, in the spirit of strict conformity with its provisions. And 
they invite all, who appreciate these blessings, to join them. They have no 
secret· purposes: to accomplish,...::..no selfish objects to promote,-no time, .nor 
means to cast away,in idle ostent~tion, or for useless notoriety.-They know 
the countij is in danger ; and they come forth, from their retirements, to shield 
it. On their farms, in their shops, at their counters, in their offices, and at 
their desks, they have heard the wail of the bereaved widow and orphans, and, 
feeling the sympathies of humanity, they have inquired how they became so. 
The answer to this inquiry, and the history connected with it, gave them their 
distinctive appellation, and compelled them publicly and openly to unite, for. 
defending the most essential objects of society. Attached to their government, 
by conviction, habit, duty, and hope, they cannot patiently see its walls of' pro­
teetion overthrown, its prim;iples undermined, or its power derided. Iii tlieir 
minds, no 'nrunes of human majesty are So dignified as that of freeman, no earthly 
interests so valuable as those of the nation, and no course of action so sure to 
be comme.ndable as that, which invites public scrutiny, and is held to a just 
accountability; Murder and treason they cannot ··help regarding. with .abhor­
rence, however' disguised ; and Will resist, whoever may perpetrate or abet th~m. 
Their chosen weapon of re11is~ance is the right of snfi'rage,~·weapon of ~qual 
power in every freeman's hand, and which is so tempered, as they trust, in the 
armory of patriotisin, that :deither the keen nor solid of ffeemasoury may resist, 
its edge. · : · · ; · · : . · 

'Pellow citizens, are we callea to be anti-masons by the best feelings of our 
nature 1· ·Are our objects the highest that can effect the civil character 1 Are our 
means the most approved arid indispensable 1 Unite with us,_:_not for our sakrs, 

L 
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but your own.'T"'Aid us in working out the redemption of our country Crom &ee­
masonry. We are misrepresented and calwnniated, as the chief public means 
of defeating the cause we· have espoused. Examine by whom, and inquire into 
their motives. Be not deceived. If individuals among us are in fault, through 
ignorance, or passion, or interest, or profligacy, refuse. them your confidence. 
But do not, therefore, betray your rights, and those of your country ; nor let 
those beguile you into their support, who prefer secrecy to pul>licity, and free­
masonry to republicanism. We are for practical, .aceable, and most necessary 
reform,-not for the destruction..,but the establishment of right. Freedom:, in 
every beneficial sense, is the soul of anti-masonry. 

Further revelations of the ceremonies and principles of freemasonry are not 
required; for these are perfectly exposed ; and the exposition is so confirmed, 
as to be incapable of material modification. It will go doWD; to all posterity 
.among the undoubted reco~ of imposture and guilt. But we cannot suppress 
our anxiety to commend our cause to the decided confidence, and active support, 
of all the nominal members of the fraternity. Among such, there are many, 
who have long possessed, and who still possess, our high esteem ; all'd to whom 
we are attached, by the bonds of the most inseparable and holy brotherhood, 
those of a common nature, common wants, and a common destiny., We 
earnestly invite them to come out, with us, in defence of our common interests. 
Our co~ has . ~ adopted after diligent i.nquiry into facts, and an honest 
comparison of freemasonry with the first principles of civil order ; and -..e have 
no misgivings. We respectfully suggest to them similar inquiry and compari­
son. In proportion as men do this. we find our numbers increasi.Qg, and, 
knowing the inquisitive character of the people of the United S~s, it is scarcely 
more in our power, than it is in our wish, to exclude the anticipation of success. 
We know freemasonry cannot meet with their deliberate approval. When it 
was least suspected of evil, and highest in its harlequin ilttJactions,-when that 
helinees to the Lorp, which is inscribed upon its gaudy gamiture, and that 
charity with which its dark chambers are labelled, had not been publicly detected 
as wholly counterfeit,-w,e know it was not a subject of their complacent re­
gard. Shall the crimes with which it is now inei"~bly brau.ded, and the 
pertinacity with which it justifies them, pass without their condemnation and 
rebuke 1 Shall that aJmse of their confiden~, which first brought their names 
into connexion with the mountebal)k retainers of the order, be an argument for. 
sustaining the mounU:banks, when their party coloured garments are ~ drip­
ping with the b.lood of innocenc;e, and we perceive their power to strike away 
all the pledges of onr common safety 1 

We know that the private opinions of such members concur with ours. We 
· beseech them to concur with us in giving, to those opinions, a public.and deeided 
expression ; for that will make them eft"ectual to the only end we have at heart, 
the overthrow of freemasonry. We want n,ot, and we expect not, the aid()( 
the sinister, or the dissol11te ; of the slaves of office, of prejudice, of viae, .pr of 
faction. But we ~ously covet the association of all, wbo ~ wilJing, on all, 
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occasions, and at aJl times, through evil report, and through gpod report, to con­
tend for the great interests of truth, and justi~ and freedom, and that llecurity 
intended to be conferred, upon these intercsts,'1,y our laws and constitutions. 
With such we 'are proud to labour, and, if need be, willing lo suffer: for we 
shall not labour and suffer in vain~ But we perceive, on all sides, the presages 
of our success ; in the unspeakable importance of our cause; in the intelligence 
and self-respect of our fellow citi~ns ; in the peaceable and just means, with 
which alone, we mean to pronltte it; in the favouring sympathies of the enlight­
ened and wise of every name and clime ; and in the undergoing, insuppressive, 
and inspiring hope, with which we may seek, for it, the protection of that 
Great Being, in.whose hands are all the allotments of nations, and'whose law 
is that of perfect liberty. 

Henry Ge.ssett. 
Abner Phelps. 
Amasa Walker­
Stephen Oliver. 
Pliny Merrick. 
Nathan Adams. · 
Alpheus Bigelow, Jr. 
Nahum Hardy. 
Joahua Longley. 

Nathaniel Terry. 
Zalmon Storr11. 
Calvin Barber. 
John M. Holley. 

.Bates Cooke. 
Henry Dll{la Ward. 
Samuel St. John. 
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Moses Thacher.- It 
Joseph Morton. 
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Lovett Peters. 
Nathan LazelJ, Jr. . . 

CONNECTICUT. 

NEW YQBK. 

Jonathan Nichols. 
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Henry W. Taylor. 
Samuel M. Hopkins. 
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Robert S. Rose. 
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Jt>hn Williams. 
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