






















































































































THIRD LECTURE. 

w:onderful somnambulism which reveals our inward 
diseases and those of others, enables to prescribe 
the remedies, to foresee and predict the course and 
results of the cure and many other things which a 
magnetisor may be pleased to ask. This foresight 
has an extensive sphere. It is stopped neither by 
space nor time; its limits are unknown. 

'Vhen '\Ye find the same effects, we must suppose 
the same cause; the sibyls were then but females 
in true state of somnambulism, since they predict­
ed the future and gave answers to those who con­
sulted them. 

Cicero says that we should not be believers in 
dreams, because they cannot be of divine inspira­
tion. If he denies the explanation, he admits of 
the facts and furnishes us with some curious ex­
amples. He quotes for instance the dream of 
Alexander the Great. In Cic. De divin. L. 2. 

"Ptolemeus, ( 1) one of his principal captains had 
been wounded with a poisoned arrow, and his 
"·ound causing him excruciating pains, he was in 
great danger. Alexander sat at the head of his 

{1) Cum Ptolomreus familiaris ejus in prrelio telo venenato ictus 
essct, coque vulnere somno cum dolere moreretur, Alexander assi­
dem, sornno est consopitus. Tum secundum quietem. visus ei 
dicitur uraco, i!" quce mater Olympias alebat, radiculam ore ferre et 
simu\ dicere quo ilia loci nasceretur; neque is looge aberat ab eo 
loco: cjus autam e9Se vim tantam, ut Pto\omreum facile sanaret. 
(1uum ;\ lexauder experrectus narrasset amicis sumnium, cmisisse 
qui illam radicu\ am qu<erereut: qua inventa,_ et Ptolomreus sanatu'!l 

riicitur, c\ multimilites qui erant eodem gcneri teli vulnerati. Cic .. 
db l.)iviu. Lib. 2. 133. 
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bed, and fell asleep. The Dragon which his mo­
ther Olympias nourished appeared to him in a 
dream, having a root in his mouth, indicated to 
him the place where it was to be found, and as­
sured him that Ptolemeus would be immediately 
cured by it ; they sent for the root at the place de­
signated by the Dragon: it was found there and 
not only Ptolemeus was cured, but also many other 
soldiers who had been wounded with the same 
sort of arrows. 

Let us weigh all the circumstances of the dream 
of Alexander. Ptolemeus was one of the officers 
with whom he lived most familiarly: familiaris cJus 
Alexander sat near to his bed assz'dens, Alexander 
slept soundly, somno consopitus est. It is in this 
sleep that he sees the salutary plant: it is difficult 
not to see here a true magnetic sleep. What hap­
pens to Alexander is what now happens every day 
to our somnambulists. 

Socrates was not less known in antiquity for 
what he called his Demon or Genius than for the 
wisdom of his philosophy and the injustice of his 
contemporaries. Let us listen again to what Ci­
cero says in his t:eatise on Divination. 

"Socrates said often that there is in man some­
thing divine, that in himself he called his Demon 
or Genius, who never induced him to do any thing, 
but, on the contrary, prevented him, and to whom 
he never failed to obey." ( 1) 

(1) Esse divinum quiddam, quod dremonion appellat; cui sem· 
per ipse parucrit nunquam impellaoto srepe revocanti.-Cic. de 
Divin., lib. I, § 54., N. 12. 
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Socrates, meeting one day Criton his friend with 
a banded eye, inquired what it was. Criton an­
swered, as he has walking in the country a twig 
struck him in the eye. Socrates reminded him 
he had opposed his going to the country: "You 
"rould not believe me," said he, " when from my 
divine presage I wished to keep you with me." 

It is a remarkable thing, continues Cicero, that 
after the battle lost by the Athenians at Delium, 
when Socrates, who was flying as the rest, had ar· 
1·ived at a cross-way, he was not willing to take 
the same way with the others, and as they asked 
him the cause : " It is, said he, that my Genius de­
ters me from it." And in fact it happened that 
those ·who followed not the same road with him, 
fell into the cavalry of the enemy. 

'V e must listen to Socrates himself, in Plato, in 
bis apology to the Athenians: " \Vhat prevented 
me, Athenians, to come into your assemblies, is 
my familiar Genius, that divine voice of whom I 
f:.poke so often, and which was so often ridiculed 
by l\1iletas. This Genius has attached himself to 
1ne from my infi1ncy, &c." And a few lines lower: 
'"If any one of my friends wish to impart me some 
<letermination, if Jangerous, this voice obliges me 
to dissuade them. 

"Timarcus asked me, ' 'Vhat is your opinion, 
Socrates?' I then heard the voice : Do not go, 
said I. Timarcus could not resist, and went. 
This is the reason he said to his brother, ' I am 
about to die, because I would not listen to So­
crates.' ~' 
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And a few lines again lower, we find these 
words: " You may yet be i11formed from many of 
our fellow-citizens that I foretold them, before the 
expedition to Sicily, the complete destruction of 
our army." 

A question presents itself in quoting those pas .. 
sages: Dicl Socrates obtain this wisdom, whicb 
illustrates his name from antiquity to the present 
day, from somnambulic faculties? 

But let us return to the oracles and ~ibyls. 
The sibyls, according to the meaning of the word, 
were the interpreters of the will of the gods. Their 
history ascends to the fabulous parts of history; 
their books have not been preserved. The sibyl 
of Cumes, spoken of by Virgil, is the first of whom 
history has left records. 

"When she rendered her oracles verbalJy," says 
Virgil, .!Eneid, lib. VI, (I) " it appears she expe­
rienced violent convulsions; her face changed co­
lour, her hair would stand on end, her breast 
heaved, her mouth foamed, her voice was fright­
ful; she struggled as if to disengage herself from 
the god who presseJ, fatigued, subdued her, &c." 

(I) Cui talia fanti 
Ante f01·es, subito non vultus, non color unus, 
Non comptre mansere comre; sed pectus auhelum 
Et rabie fera corda tument, majorque videri, 
Nee mortale sonans. . . . . . . . 

At Phrebi nundiim patiens, inman is in antro 
Baccatur vates, magnum si pectore possit 
Excussisse Deum: tanto magis ille fatiguat, 
Os rabidum, fera corda domans, fingit que prcmendo • 

.£neid, lib, VI, vers 45 et s~quen. 
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According to Plutarch, she had predicted the fa­
nlous eruption of Vesuvius, which swallowed up 
Pompela, Herculanum, and caused the death of 
Plinius. 

After the Sibyl of Cumes, the historians speak 
of the nymph Egeria, 'vho served as a counsel 
and an oracle to N uma. '\Ve may infer that Ege­
ria was a somnambulist, whom N uma consulted. 
The Romans believed in the oracles of that sibyl. 

''V e will merely indicate the sibylian books 
which were considered as depositories of the for­
tune and destinies of Rome; fifteen magistrates 
were appointed for their preservation. The pre­
dictions they contained were often justified by 
the events. They were destroyed by fire with 
the Capitol, in 670. 

St.. Justin assures that although the sibyls in 
their predictions said a great 1nany fine things,. 
they lost the memory of what they had announced. 

Separate facts come here which are connected 
with Roman history. 

Tiberius, walking on the sea shore with Tra­
syle, who enjoyed a great reputation as a diviner, 
they perceived a ship far off at sea. Trasyle 
said immediately, there was on board a messenger 
sent by Augustus with the order for him to return 
to Rome. ( 1) 'Vas it not for l\1agnetism, it would 
be difficult to explain that fact. 

(1) Sic cnim certe omnia sciebat, ut cum procul vidisset navem 
i.n qua nuntius vehebatur, ct quem de reditu in urbem mater et 
Augustus au Tibcrium mittebant, statim (lllOd ille nunciaturus 
e1·at, prredixerit.-Dionictrnus. Augustus, p. 74. 
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A trait of Mopsus. He was a great conjurer, 
and when be pleased. Calchas was also a great 
magician. They challenged each other. Mopsus 
proposed to declare how many figs were on a fig­
t•·ee, and how many young ones had a sow just 
passing by. Calchas could not answer, and died 
of jealousy a few days after, when the prediction 
of l\1opsus was literally accomplished, either for 
the sow or the number of figs. 'Viii not our som­
nambulists, without being oracles, render us e\Tery 
day witnesses of facts as surprising. 

This is the way Magnetism throws the greatest 
light on a multitude of facts in antiquity, which 
were looked upon as fables, impostures or the 
work of the Devil. 

Let us now from Italy pass into the Gauls. 
The Druids had also their sibyls. The fonc­

tion of the sacerdoce, that of divination and pro­
phecy were exercised by female Druids. They 
attached a great importance to their sibyls; they 
took a particular care of their education. The 
young girls were collected in the isle of Sain, not 
far from Brest; they obserYed with great atten­
tion those who had dispositions to fall into fits of 

ecstacy. 
Tacitus takes pleasure to praise the correct­

ness and success of their predictions. He men­
tions a certain Velleda, who had predicted a 
great victory to the Germans, and the de&truction 

of the Roman legions. ( 1) 

(I) Nam prosperas res Germanis, ct cxciJium Jegionum pre· 
di:terat.-Tacit. Hist., lib. 4, No.6. 

9 
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Vopiscus relates that Diocletian had a discus­
sion with a female Druid, on account of some vic­
tuals she had furnished him. " Diocletian," said 
she, "you are too saving, too stingy." He an­
swered in a joke: "I will be more generous when 
I am emperor." " Do not joke," replied the wo­
man," you will be emperor when you have killed 
a boar.'' ( J) It must be observed that the word 
.flpcr, which signifies in latin a boar, is also a 
Jnan's name. Diocletian laughed, but still he put 
himself to hunt and. kill boars, and said, seeing 
Aurelian, Probus and others ascend the throne : 
"I kill boars, but some others eat them." Finally, 
it happened that Arius A per stabbed the emperor 
N umerian; Diocletian plunged his sword in the 
bosom of Aper and succeeded the Emperor. 

The heresiarch Montan, who lived in the second 
century of the christian era, made predictions 
emanated, he said, from the l-Ioly Ghost. He had 
'vith him two females, Priscilla and 1\laximilla, 
who fell into ecstacy, predicted the future, and 
forgot, out of their somnambulism, what they had 
said. The remarkable ·word Somniat, applied to 
l\1ontan, is used by their historian (St. l-Iieron ). 
The heresy of .l\'loutan made proselytes, it even 
seduced the famous Tcrtullian, the man the Inost 
enlightened of his age, who, enjoying an immense 
glory, consented to descend from that high rank, 
to make hirnself a disciple of f;lontan and of vul· 

(1) Diocletiane jocari noli, nam Impera.tor eris, cum Aprum oc­
cideris .-Vo piscus. 
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gar men and women. \Vhat can be the motives 
that will excuse him in the eyes of the world, nay 
in his own eyes? Tertullian must have had proofs. 
anJ facts. It is from himself we will learn it. 

" There is," said he, " now amongst us a sister 
who is favoured with gift of revelations, she re­
ceives it in the church, in the middle of our mys­
teries, being ravished in ecstacy, she sees, she 
hears celestial secrets, knows \Vhat is most hid­
den in the hearts of several persons, and teaches 
salutary remedies to those who express the want 
of them, &c." 

This passage is positive and explains these 
scenes which are so familiar to us and which our 
modern somnambulists present. 

A word on the cures operated by the saints or 
monks in their monasteries in more modern times. 
Thiers will be our authority. 

Protogenes, says Thiers, a priest of Edesse, by 
his prayers and his touch cured the children in­
trusted to his care; the monk John, had received 
from God the gift of curing the gout : the monk 
Benjamin, cured all sorts of diseases in touching 
merely the sick with his hand. Parthenius, a bi­
shop in the Hellespont, cured all sorts of diseases, 
&c." But continues Thiers, "they were holy per­
sonages, &c." 

The good monks had the qualifications neces­
sary to magnetise, they had a firm belief and the 
intention or will to cure; they employed the touch: 
this is exactly Magnetism. 
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Another word upon possessions by the devil. 
John Weir relates several histories of persons 

haunted. A young girl in a fall, had a little knife 
plunged in her side; they would not believe her. 
She refused during several days to eat and drink: 
in her paroxysms, she made several predictions; 
she positively predicted three months in advance 
that on the lady's day the knife would be visible. 
She was considered as haunted by the devil, be­
cause her friends by mildness or threats could not 
do any thing with her, but the prognostication 
being accomplished, she was cured. 

A magnetisor here will ask: and what became 
of the devil ? 

The same writer relates that a very ignorant 
'voman, but agitated by the devil, having been ask­
ed what was the best verse of Virgil replied im­
mediately by this latin verse of Virgil, of which 
here is a translation ~ 

Be just, and fear the Gods (1). 

The choice is admirable, and shows that the 
devil spoke as a good christian. 

\Vhat shall we say of the convulsions on the 
tomb of Deacon Paris? Not only more than 2000 
persons experienced convulsions such as never did 
even the Sibyl of Cumes; not only by a natural 
1nagnetisation, the lame, the paralitics, the sick, 
recovered their health, but many of the ecstatics: 
could read the most secret thoughts, and made 
predictions which have been preserved with care. 

(1) Discite justitiaw moniti, et non temnere DivQs. 
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Dr. Hocquet appeared with his formidable work 
on convulsions and proved that all this <lid not 
proceed from God, nor from the devil, but from 
Nature. 

Dr. Hocquet makes a curious quotation; it re .. 
fers to the page of a Spanish Grandee; in health, 
said he, he had but little sense, but in his mania, 
his powers increased to such a degree that his 
master was very happy to follow his counsels in 
his government, so that the page and the lord 
were very angry against the physician who cured 
him. 

Happily for N uma, the nymph Egeria had no 
physician. 

Let us leave our legends, and speak of the un­
fortunate Johanna d'Arc, called in French la Pu .. 
celle d'Or!Cans, whom her visions, her predictions 
and her deplorable death have rendered an emin­
ent character. 

Delaverdy has given an extract of her trial in 
which he declares that he has given the very words 
of Johanna. -

"At the age of thirteen,'' said she, "I heard a 
voice in my father's garden, and saw a great light; 
I was afraid at first, but I soon knew it was the 
voice of St. Michael who has since accompanied 
me, protected me, &c .............. Since that time," con .. 
eludes Johanna, "I have done nothing but by vir­
tue of the revelations I have received, and appa .. 
ritions I have seen, as well as in this trial, I speak 
but what is revealed to me." 
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All this extract is full of facts which might ap4 

pear miraculous. Guided by these voices, Johanna 
announces in advance what will be the events. 
She told the king that she would cause the siege 
of Orleans to be raised, and it was raised. She 
foretold that the English would be dril'en from 
France in seven years; they were so in fact. She 
had announced that he lrould be crowned in 
Rhcims, and he was crowned in Rheims. 

At the siege of Orleans, she assured that it 
would be taken and that they would enter the rity 
during night by the bridge. And she added, 
"Blood will run from my breast." 

The next day, the fort was attacked, and J o­
ltarma was wounded by an arrow. Dunois seeing 
his troops fatigued, resolved to sound the retreat. 
Johanna's wound being banded, she besought hitn 
to wait. She went into a vineyard where she 
prayed for a quarter of an hour. On her return, 
she seized her standard and waved it, calling the 
French soldiers. They resumed the battle: the 
English lost courage: the boulevard, the fort, were 
no longer defellded, and Johanna entered Or­
leans, at night, by the bridge, as she had pre .. 
dieted. 

\Vhy this sudden retreat of Johanna in the vine­
yard, if not to collect her senses and put herself 
in the desired state, consult her faculty of foresight 
on what she had to do to accomplish her first pre­
t1iction? 
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I will pass over in silence all the deeds of J o­
hanna, they are all of the same nature with these, 
and would add nothing to our information on her 
sorunambulic faculties. 

Johanna was a simple and ignorant girl, brought 
up in the country, not knowing how to read. Her 
temper was brisk, lively and impatient. All the 
actions of her life show she was fnll of benevolence; 
she was virtuous. Such was the maid whom the 
English have burnt alive as a sorceress. A fatal 
effect of ignorance, revenge and fanaticism. 

A few words upon a somnambulic faculty oL­
served in Scotland and known in that country un­
der the name of secorzd sight. Johnson will not be 
a suspected authority. 

"The second sight," says the author of the 
JToyage £n the Hebrides, "is either an impression 
given by the eyes on the mind, or, by the mind on 
the eyes, hy means of which distant or future ob­
jects are perceived and seen as if they were pre-
sent. 

'"This faculty is passive, it is neither voluntary 
nor constant. These apparitions cannot be com­
nlanded, detained or recalled, the impression is 
sudden ........ " 

The write1· ad<ls this very sensible reflection: 
"'The faculty of second sight is wonderful only 
because it is uncommon; for, considered in itself, 
it does not imply more difficully than dreams, per-. 
haps even no more than the regular exercise of 
our fuculties of thinking." 
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But, my Hearers, do you want examples brought 
,nearer to your sight in order that you may examine 
them yourselves; do you wish to sec Mesmer's 
Tub, with all its convulsions, spasms, sighs, laugh­
ter, jumping, singing, sleeping, staring eyes and 
distorted mouths, magnetism as it was in Europe 
before ha,Ting been regulated by a better system, 

1 ook round you, go in that Methodist church, ot· 
still better, go in September next, to a camp-meet­
ing, and you will there have a true representation 
of what magnetism was in 17 81. 

It follows from that observation that the sect of 
the 1\tlethodists will constantly go on the increase, 
as those who experience these sensations think 
they are produced by the presence of a Superna­
tural Being. 

As for the philosopher who has studied Animal 
Magnetism, he will at once discover that these 
sensations are magnetical; and produced by the 
fluid put in motion by a regular impulse commu­
nicated on a numerous audience collected with 
unity of intention. 

After having brought a crowtl of facts before you, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, let us see what theories on 
Animal Magnetism have been imagined and what 
explanation may be the most satisfactory to the 
philosophical genius of this age, of this country 
and in particular of this audience. 

'V e have seen that the history of magnetism and 
of somnambulism is as old as the history of man­
kind; that speculative 1nedicine owes its orirrin to 

b 
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thetn according to the declaration of Hippocrates 
and Galien themselves; that the various supersti7 
tions and religions which succeeded each other had 
for foundation their wonderful results presented to 
the eye of an ignorant world as communications. 
with the Gods. In Egypt, Asia, Greece, Rome 
and the Gauls, we have magnetism modified a·c­
cording to the opinion of the time: now what mo­
dification shall it receive fr6m us when it presents 
itself in its simple garb, and with its plain name of 
.!Jnz"mal .. Yagnetism? 

This strange science, or rather human faculty is 
not without danger, when introduced to a credu­
lo·us people, the Swedes have adopted opinions oU: 
this subject which will appear little concordant 
with our present ideas, btit we have promised to 
be candid, true and tolerant, we will keep that 
promise. 

According to the Exegetic and Philanthropic 
Society of Stockholm, our diseases are produced 
by our sins: crime puts this world under the influ­
ence of the evil spirit, to magnetise is to remove 
th~t influence, or rather to cast away these evil 
spirits. Magnetism thus considered consists in the 
desire to do good tQ man, under the will of God; 
1vhose clemency the magnetisor implores. Follow­
ing this idea, they imagine that in the state of som­
nambulism a protecting spirit or angel speaks by 
the mouth of the patient after having subdued the 
evil spirit. This theory which mayappearto us very 
extravagant, has· the ad vantage of explaining more 

1 
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easily the phenomena of somnambulism than any 
other. The sight at distance, and the superior un­
derstanding of the oomnambulist is ascribed to tbe 
angel; the · ioss of recollection to his departure. 
A short specimen of their way of magnetising, ex­
tracted from their register may perhaps be timely 
introduced. 

On the I Oth of May, in presence of &c ....... was 
magnetised the wife of a gardener, who having 
fallen in the state of somnambulism, we received 
by her organ the following answers : Is the patient 
asleep ?-Yes.-Who art thou who speak est by 
the organ of the patient during her sleep ?-My 
name is l\1aria.-ln what condition art thou ?-1 
am in the other world, in a happy state.-How 
long since?-These 14 years.-Who wert thou 
during thy life time ?-1 died a child three years 
old.-Who was thy father ?-He was a joiner in 
this city.-His name ?-Lindstrom.-Art thou per­
mitted to give us explanations on important points­
which it is interesting for us to know exactly?­
Yes.-What becomes of man after death ?-He 
enters into purification, &c. &c ..... 

The letter of l\1r Halldin which accompanied 
the copy of their register to the French Society, 
concludes with these words: ''No consideration, 
not even the fear of being branded with the names 
<>f visionary, deceitful, and crazy men, hypocrites, 
fanatics, heretics, or of any other qualification they 
will be pleased to lavish upon us to cover us with 
contempt and ridicule will ever deter u~ from re~ 
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maining faithful to the conviction of the truth, we 
have had the happiness to arrive at," &c .... 

But I think it is enough on the spiritualists of 
Sweden. 

Getmany has adopted a theory mixed with 
spiritualism, religion and philosophy. A letter 
written from Carlsrouhe to Mr. Deleuze, will pre­
sent their ideas better than I otherwise could do. 

" I an1 not ignorant how many precautions are 
necessary in a country where ridicule is so power .. 
ful, and where materialism is stilJ, in many res­
pects, the reigning philosophy. But it seems to 
me not impossible to open the ·way for a more 
elevated philosophy in presenting facts which lead 
to it, such as they have been given by those who 
witnessed them. In the last number of your 
journal, you endeavour to preserve your readers 
against the system of the northern magnetisors, 
who admit spiritual powers as a medium in mag­
netic operations. But if it is true, as we are com­
pelled to admit, that somnambulists have seen 
past and future eveuts, if they have seen the in­
side of their bodies and that of others, and fore­
told the result of a treatment, is not this an in­
tellectual perception, different from a physical 
one? ..... \Vould it be then so ritliculous or so 
odious to return, by the very philosophical way 
of experience, to the belief of our fathers? If our 
ancestors joined to their belief dangerous and 
superstitious ideas, let us remove them, but let us 
be faithful to our principles, let us respe_s;t facts 
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collected in o-reat numher. which during 6,000 
o I. 

years have been the ground-work of many re l· 
gions, of ours among the number, and attested by 
historians, philosophers. fathers of the Church, 
and other estimable writers." 

The French have not been so far, they have in­
herited from Mesmer the idea of a universal fluid, 
which they have animalised by the organs of life, 
-and called vital or magnetic fluid. As I have 
already exposed, at the beginning of my second 
lecture, this fluid, directed by the act of will· on 
another individual, cures him, lulls him to sleep, 
and frequently produces somnambulism, in which 
a new sense, a sixth sense is developed. This 
sense opens a new mode of perception, of which 
we can have no more idea than the blind by birth 
can have of colour. The somnambulist does not 
himself preserve any idea of that mode of percep­
tion, as he loses all recollection at his waking up. 

Some passages of the answer of Mr. Deleuze, 
·this Nestor of magnetism, to the foregoing letter 
will be an excellent illustration of the opinion 
adopted by the majority of the French school. 

"To explain these faculties, Sir, you have re­
course to spiritual beings, but you do not pay at­
tention that in doing so, you neither remove nor 
even attenuate them. I suppose, on the contrary, 
that in the state of somnambulism a new fa~ulty is 
developed in man of which all those we have in 
the waking state are but modifications ; that this 
kind of inward sense is the centre of all others, 
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the advantages of which it unites. That this mode 
of perception is as different from that which we 
have by the other senses as the impressions given 
by the eyes are from those given by the ears. Let 
us not be like a blind man who would agree that 
the forms of an object placed at a few yards may 
be determined, but who would say that there is 
but an intelligence of superior order who may have 
the sensation of an object placed in space at a 
distance which exceeds that of the Diameter of 
the Earth. You see then, Sir, at length I conclude 
as Socrates, and as I often heard the celebrated 
Lagrange say: I know not." 

My Dear Hearers, we must all agree with Mr. 
Deleuze that we know not how all these phenome­
na are produced; but if they are produced, take 
my word they will be produced by yourselves if 
you are not discouraged by want of information 
and of perseverance and a few unsuccessful at­
tempts. Do not at first expect wonderful and mi­
raculous effects, but put yourselves in the condi­
tion to obtain them; let not your motives be in­
discreet curiosity, devoid of the intention to do 
good. 

Act with confidence, perseverance, and the ar­
dent wish to relieve the sufferings of your brother 
and you will soon be crowned with a success which 
will surpass your most sanguine expectations. 

Full of confidence in the importance of this sub­
ject, str·ong in the uprightness of my intentions, 
I study, I proclairn and I publish the power of thp 



78 THIRD LECTURE. 

human will, anited with charity: may my zeal ap-., 
pear acceptable and make you conceive a true 
idea of Animal Magnetism ! 

END OF THE THIRD LECTUlU:. 


