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TO FREE MASONS.

BreTnrex,

Havive devoted much study to the subject of Free
Masonry, I am thoroughly convinced that the ancient land-
marks are removed, that our old customs are irreparably
mfringed, and the established usages of the Art are in ut-
ter confusion, bringing great discredit upon the Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons, and concealed daggers of
infidelity to the hearts of the brethren.

It becomes my bounden duty, as a faithful brother, to
make an_effort, in the words of the Master's charge, “to
correct the irregularitios of the less informed brethren ; to
fortify their minds with resolution against the insidions foe,
and to guard them against every allurement to vicious
practices.”—See Preston's Illustrations of Masonry, p.78.
and the Free Mason's Monstor, p. 76.

Fearless of her whose name is Mystery, and whose hight
is Egyptian darkness, it is done aflectionately, brethren,
with respect to you. It will present you strange and un-
expected fucts, with approved Masonie authorities for them,
In_every case faithfully and amply quoted. Accept the
work ; ponder it ; and may Immanuel, God with us, ever

be with those, who with simplieity of heart receive truth in
the love of it.

THE AUTHOR.







A LIST OF MASONIC AUTHORS

QUOTED IN THIS WORK,
TO ILLUSTRATE THE CHARACTER OF FREE MASONRY,
With the page furnishing their masonic reputation.

AxDp let it be obzerved, that though they have not all the same value
with the fraternity, not one of them is considered apocryphal;
und but in a single instance do 1 recollect of one evil spoken of
by another. Lawrie and Dalcho both give a gibe at Ahiman Re-
zon ; and why? Because he maintains the mechanic origin of
the fraternity, and the party of the Ancients ; while Lawrie brings
F'ree Masonry from the sinks of antiquity, and Palche from hea-
ven, anil both are stout supporters of the late pany of Masons
called Moderns,

1. Free Masons' Monitor, by Cal. Thomas Bmith Webb., New-
York edition, 1802. Iis sanction found in this voluine, p. 30,

2. Masonic Chart, by Jeremiah L. Cross. 8d ed. New-Haven,
lﬁll_jmfranclinm chapter x. p. 4.

3. Boo #.Fﬂ—mma?' itutions of Massachusetts. 4to. Sanction, p. 544.

4. Preston’s IHMHM%%TM-L—M&%IHW.
Portsmoutk, N. H. 1804, From Strahan's 10th London edition.

Mr. Preston was master of the Lodge of Antiguity, London,
“acting by immemorial custom.” His work, dedicated 1o Lord Pe-
tre, . G. M. of England, is the most complete manuval and history
of English Masonry, and the most approved. It has the authority
of a Book of Constitutions in England, and forms the basis of the
Free Mason's Momter, and of Dalcho's Ahiman Rezon, and contri-
butes largely toevery manual of Masonry published in America.

The only sanction I can quote for this book, is the favonr it has
enjoyed, and still enjoys, with the Masonic public, best proved by the
number ‘of editions through which it passed in London—{ten, in fess
than thirty years.

5. Hutchinson's Spirit of Masonry. 18mo. Reprinted at New-
York, A. D. 1202, Sanctioned by the Gr. Lodge of England. p. 130,

6. Ahiman Rezon, by Lawrence Dermott, Secretary of the An-
cient Masons. &vo. p. 284. London, 1764, Naticed, p- 125,

7. Smith’s Use and Abuse of Free Masonry. A large oclavo, dedi-
cated to Prederick of Prussin. London, A. D. 178-,

8." Cdleots's Disquisitions upon Free Masonry. 8vo, Reprinted at
Boston, A. D. 177-.
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8. Tannehill's Manual. A handsome octavo. Tennessee. Dedicas
ted to the Most Worslipfal Andrew Jackson. ‘This is one of the
best historical and practical Jodge books I have seen.

10. Hardie’'s Newe Free Mason's Monitor, 3d edition. New-York,
12mo. Recommended by twelve presiding officers in the lodges of
New-York.

11. Twun's Speculative Masonry. 12mo. Sanction, p. 171.

12. Dalcho's Orations. Charleston, 8outh Carolina. This is an
inportant work. Dr. Dalcho is a Sovercign Inspector Oeneral of
Free Masonry ; and his orations are published by the request of the
Grand Lodge, and of the Suilime Grand Lodge of South Carolina.

13. Lawrie's Historyof Free Masonry. Edinburgh, 1864. gvo.

This work discovers more learning and good sense together, than
any other masonic treatise | have perused, The most valuable part
of it may be seen in the Eineyclopedia Britannica, Art. Masonry.
It is far from satisfactory.

L4, Greenleaf's Brief Inguiry. Portland, 1820, 8vo. A hand-
some volume of 100 pages. The views are with Lawrie : both make
Free Masonry originate in the ancient heathen mysteries ; but the
proof s deficient ; not so much barren as inconsistent,

16. T'emplar's Chart, by J. L. Cross. New-Haven, 1821, 18mo.

16. Esprit du Dogme de la F. Magonnerie. Brussels, 1825, 8vo.
Its eharneter may be seen in extracts, page 240 of this volume,
using the emblems and pretended waditions, o dispute and pervert
the sacred writings. It is the last masonic author I have read. and
could not possibly have coloured these pages befare it enters them.
p- 249,

-17. Daleha’s Ahiman Retom, which is the Book of Constitutions
of South Carolina. Charlesion, 1807. &vo.

18. Free Mason's Library, by Samuel Cole. Baltimore, 1826,
ad edition. &vo. Pp. 400

This is the Book of Constititions of Maryland. Sanction, p. §0.

These treatises bave all been carefully, some of them. studiously,
examined; and if (rom them the character of the institution cannot
be fuirly learned, | despair of oblaining it

It may interest the inquirer to know, that the entire body of the
first 236 pages of this volume was written, except chapters 25 and
26, bhefore the author suffered himself to peruse a single anti-maso-
nic author but Stearns’ Inquiry. e sought to deal honourably
with Free Masonty ; and to judge of it solely by the testimony of
its friends : having done that, he felt free to examine the opiniony
of others




PREFACE.

Tue first Free Mason Lodge in North America was es-
tablished in New-Jersey, A. D, 1730, by warrant from the
mother of lodges, the Grand Lodge of England, under the
hand of the Duke of Norfolk, Grand Master. (Preston.)
The revolutionary struggle caused Free Masonry, for a
season, to flourish ; then it languished ; and it was almost
breathless at the time the first grand chapter was formed ;
and the first edition of Webb's Free Mason's Monitor was
published, A. D. 1797. Thén it revived, and though checked

by the works of theAbbé Barruel, and Professor Robison.
it bore them down at length with the multipheity of its as-
sertions, and went on increasing until A, D, I1816: the offi-
cial returns of lodges in the United States was estimated at
850 nearly. (Hardie,)

The Free Mason’s Library, Baltimore, 1826, furnishes a
hist of the principal lodges in the United States, * collated
from, and compared with, copies of the original records of
the several grand lodges.”

Thig list numbers, to

Maing, - . . r. .. 48 New-Jersey, . ... . 46
New—l-lam}mllim. « - 40 Peonsylvania, . . . 187
Mmachus&lls, o B0 Delawme, . .. " 16
Rhode T A Maryland, . . . .. 80
Connecticyt, . . . 62 Vieginia, . . . . 100
Ferment e . - -3¢ North-Carolina, . . 8]

New-York, . . . . 157 South Carolina, . . 54




L1 FREFACE.

Gieorgia, M Lousiana, . . - s e |
Missour, 8 Mississippt, -. - . - ]
Ohio, - 72 Kentucky, . . - - ™
"T'ennessce, 5 Ihmors, . . - - = 11

1203
The names and places of 1182 of these lodges are
given ; but the list must be quite deficient, for New-York,
which, in the list, is allowed but 157. had, in 1825, accord-
ing to the ndisputable authority of Governor Clinton,
“ nearly 500 lodges, and more than LOU chapters.” ( See
New-York Statesman, Tth October, 1825, and this same
F. M. Library, p. 344.) Besides, the entire states of In-
diana and Alabama, bhaving, in 1820, a population of
901,000 souls, and rapidly increasing, are not returned 0
the lst. [
Allow them 25 each, =« . & - « - - al)

New-York 500157 =343, .- . . . - 343
And for the deficiency of all other, . . . 343
736

Add to this the actual returns, with names
and places, 1Y iy Ty C 1182
1918
Allow for increase since A. D. 1825, . . . 82
2000

A fearful number, having enrolled thirty or forty names
each, on their lists of members; say, the very lowest esti-
mate, 30 X 2000 = 60000, Sixty thousand Free Masons
in the lodges of the United States, besides members of
councils, of encampments, and of royal arch chapters.

The names which appear coupled with the offices of the
eraft, are often among those distinguished in the state, and

in the army, and in the ministry,
Be Free Masonry what it may, it evidently has extensive
nfluence, a powerful sway in this republic ; strictly com-
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biung 4 great body of active members of the community
in one secret fraternity, teaching them its own highly va-
lued lessons, and enabling them to act without the respon-
sibilities attached to the mdependent yeomanry of our
Country,

It also has a great revenue, If every lodge make three
Masons annually, g twenty dollars each, lodges 2000 x
3 == 6000 new membeérs, each $20 x 6000 = $120,000
per ammum, the revenue of the lodges,

I say nothing of chapters and others.

Such a eombination of activity, mystery, talenis, and

. money, accompanied with magnificent titles, and s plendid
professions, and ornaments eaptivating to youth, is not un-
worthy of the attention both of statesmen and moralists,*

For a history, it has none tolerably satisfactory ; Lawrie's
may be found i our public libraries, (Lency. Brit. art. Ma-
sonry, ) :

Its learning is scattered in man ¥ volumes, and its doc-
IrINes are so covered with ceremonies, and the fog of mys-

tery, that few, even of its highest adepts, are thoroughly
nstructed mnits elaims and character.

The writer has, therefore, sought with all diligence to
compile a mass of information, drawn from purely masonic
sources, which should throw a ray of light upon Free Ma-
sonry visible to all; and if, in the execution of this task, the

feelings excited by the subject have not always been re-
| stramed, pardon me:; gravely to contemplate inconsisten-
cies, 18 neither natural nor safe : if is necessary sometimes to
. laugh at folly, as an antidote to nfection; and sometimes
to repel falsehood with indignation, lest it fasten upon the

[ simple.
Names do not affect the value of arguments. Where par-

.

* What it can do politically i= seen in Mexico at this moment, where the
uational parties are fearfully violent, and take the names of Erosms, and
¥ork, from different rituals of Free Masonry,

B

L——-_—
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ties exist they often hurt : for the reader's attenuon will be
turned from the argument to the orator, from truth immu-
table and eternal, to the frail and peccable mortal uttering it.
And this is an evil, whether in friends or foes; for the undivi-
ded attention necessary to discern and appreciate truth, 15
distracted with prejudice, or partiality towards the speaker.

The opinions of the writer cannot be mistaken ; but they
have no value that yon do not give them ; and if they are
not justified by a perusal of the copious authorities within
the two covers of this book, neither his nor apy other name
will justify them. He asks no credit for facts, or for asser-
tions : these are made and furnished by Webb, Town.
Cross, Preston, Hutchinson, Cole, Lawrie, Dermott, Smith,
Greenleaf, Dalcho, Tanunehill, Hardie, and the vanous
grand officers and grand lodges, who have sanctioned thei
labours. The writer 18 a compiler from their pages, with
only the remarks suitable for refreshment ; and, if Free
Musonry s condemned, 1t must be from just quotations of
her own commentators, the title and page 1o every instance
accompanying the gquotation.

The whole merit of the question lies between fmithiul
extracts of masome authors here given, and the truth. The
attorney collects, arranges, and illustrates [acts ; the reader
is to decide the case; the reader is the judge ; and if your
attorney appear before you in a_respectiul manner, address
you in plain English, and argue his case diligently, not tra-
velling out of the record, I trust you will give him a patient
hearing ; and, believe, if his name could be valuable
to you, it should be forthcoming with the prompiness
of truth, and without fear of the mystery whose doctrine 15

Vesceance, and whose daring defies both the laws of God
and of man.

“ Yot all are not satishied.”

All cannot be sausfied. Having carefully sought to
know what is duty, the writer is satisfied, any name heneath
the starry heavens would be a detriment attached to this
volume. Suppose for & moment, reader, it were Trutiivell.
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She who ruit down the Abbé Barruel’s and Professor Robi-
son’s Frie Masonry, would also run down TruthwellPs. [t
would be vanity in the writer 1o suppose otherwise. But
she may run against * Free Masonry” until out of wind,
and it will hold way with her. Bhe will escape from it, when
the horse escapes from his shadow, Fvery assault upon
“ Free Masonry™ will sarely be well directed 3 she has liber-
ty ¢+ let no name parry her blows,

Aguin, what can any name add to the author's view of
this subject ? Suppose the name were Jefferson ; she would
array againstit, in a single paragraph, Washington, Frank-
lin, Warren, La Fayette, George the King, the Dukes of
York, and of Sussex, &¢. and what could he do T With one
flourish of her magical wand, she 'would marshal agamst it
the Patriarchs, the Kings of Israel, and the Prophets; with
another, all the heathen philosophers of Greece and of
Rome ; what could the supposed Jefferson say 7 Only
that truth will stand in its own name agninst the assembled
universes  So let it stand : and the foe may array all the
names of glory upon the page. of histaryy ngainst = Free
Masonry 37 far be it from the author to interfere,

Were the author’s name here, she wonld scorn to notice
his book s she would make the war personal ; she would
turn the attention of her dupes upon him ; and with her ten
thousand tongues, she would force honest people, by the
irresistible torrent of her malice, to sneer at the name of
any man’s Free Masonry : while she is free to abuse, or to
feed upon * Free Masonry " that will make her faint and
gick, when an honest name to devour, would sirengthen her
heart,

So persnaded 15 he of the propriety of this course, that
the author will sooner subinit 1o the mortification of seeing
his labour come before the public without even the honest
name of the printer, than, by placing another on the title-
page, shicld Free Masonry from her own arrows : and were
he, by solemn act of Providence, removed this night from
his earthly labours, he would leave it in charge, that pe
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name of the author should appear in the work ; not that i
would shame the reader ; but his work s truth; which is ir-
n_':-L-'.tillhu Wilih: lhl: author 1= a HiHl"l-'Il that can be |mrix+41
llt:“'ﬂ-

He received the secret ol the lodges mn due form, undes
able masters ; laboured at the lectures with- the resolution
of & hale man taking putent medicines ; othars found them
0 beneficial, he would not fal of thewr benefit for the wam
of a fair tial. All the language of the lodges, and the te
dious detuils of the lectures; he learned |l_|'.. dint of perseve-

rance, and could once rehearse equal to his satisfaction
still the charm refused to operate; the talsmame miiwence
failed to exert itself;, and, like one fairly mnoenlated with
genuine matter, he, to the disappomntment of the doctor,
}.’ul took the disease the natural WaY.

With great simpheity he sought the meamng of this, mo-
destly mquirmg of the Royal Arch and great Masons; but
a sure hint at the master’s entire ignorance of the subject,
was alwuys sufficient, when coming from men {our, seven,
and ten degrees above him, completely to shut his mouth.,
He could not presume to doubt what they, from their ele-
vation, saw [.‘-h'lil'[}': and |I1l\ir1;_g uo disposition further to
climb the eminence. nor relish for the twilicht of (he lodges,
he withdrew from the connexion; travelling, but’ neither
git-'li“_]‘_t TROOT DR “l: ‘I.JI'.I.'J‘."- l||'i|'|'|'-|"."-. I'l‘l-'.rl' :_rf."F“'fl!r."-:, L __[_IJ"J’]'JH . HE]l-
ther knowing a man, vor being known, as a Free Mason.

From this state of tranquillity he was disturbed by an
event, which, unworthy as it might seem to its agents, dis-
turbed every Mason, and shook every lodge, i the Union ;
;1;:11 ated, and does yet gri ;|II:.' ariate, the Immil._' mind ; sever-
ing friendshups, dividing families, rending churches,

A citizen of New-York, it may be a most unworthy man,
vet an Amerncan eitizen, in the autumn of 1826, was mali-

ciously taken with the form of I gel process, from his fire-
side and family at Batavia, New-York, by Free Masons.
was transported sixty miles 1o Candaigua for trial, At once
discharged by the law. he was again arrested for debt to
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the amount of two dollars ; and, far removed from his
friends, he was immured in a prison for that petty sum,
while they could mature their plans,* This accomplished,
they paid the debt to release him from prison, nine o’clock,
P. M., and contrived, by strong drink, or drugs, or both, to
take and to transport him, by night and by day, in the pub-
lic,and in private conveyances, from Cunandaigua to Lew-
iston, through a populous part of this free country, one
hundred miles; thence to a deserted fort on the lonely
point where Niagara enters Ontario lake, and kept hum
three days, seeking with anxiety to rid the country of him
without his blood. Here the veil drops; the victim can be
traced no further, except in the reports of his merciless
death, which are not a little strengthened by the flight,
and continued absence in Fﬂruigu piarts, or in distant terr-
tones, of three active masonie conspirators,

Proclamation, with reward, was repeatedly issued by the
lamented Clinton ; suits were instituted, and several Free
Masons have suffered, or are now sullering, in prison, the
penalty of the law, for the Torcible abduction of a fellow
citizen;t - while, im other cases, the course of justice has

- - = e =

* Being at Canandaigua, he barrowed linon for dloasnliness : and, having
reached home, was arrested for petit larceny, When discharged from eri-
munal progess, he was seized in un action on aceountfor the same shirt and
cravat, valogd at two dollars,

t Trinl at Canandaigua, first weok in Junuary, 1027, Judge Throop
proseeded to sentence the defendants in the following torms: » You have
been convieted of a daring, wicked, nnd presumptuous erime ; such an one
ag wo did hope, would not, in our da yohave polluted this land. You have
robbed the state of o eitizen, a citizen of his liberty, o wifo of her husbiid,
and o family of helpless children of the endearments and protecting care of
Sparont ; and, whether the anfortunate vietim of your rage has been im-
molated, or is in the land of the living, we are ignorant, and even vou do
"ol pretend to know,

* It iv admitted in this case, and stands proved, that Morgan was, by a
hypocritical pretence of friendship and eharity, and that, too, in the impo-
sing whape of pecuniary relief 1o 5 distressed and poverty-hound prisoner,
beguiled to intrast himself to one of vour number. who seized bim s sonn
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been impeded by the machinations of Free Masonry, un
perously demanding of the Executive of New-York, the
followmng message to the Senate :

“ GenrLesmex—A large portion of the mhabitants of the
state, has been, for more than a vear, highly excited by the
alleged forcible and clandestine removal ol a abzen, amd
by the uncertainty of lus fate. It is bebeved by many that
he has been murdered, and it is certain that, of alive, he 5
in captivity. This ontrage upon our laws has justly alarm-
ed our lellow ciizens in that part of the state, and has pro-
duced exertions such as might have been expected from
freemen, conscious of their rights, and determined to main-
tain them, to develope the mysterious transaction, and to
hrin,ﬂ the offenders to Jllslif.'.f:.

“ As yet their cfforts have failled. The rewards and in-
ducements heretofore offered for a diseovery, have been un-
availing,  The tnoals and convietions that have taken place
have rather increased the mystery of the transaction. The
efforts of individual eitizens, simulated by a patriotie zeal,
have not always been guided by diseretion, and there 1s rea-
son to fear,that they have sometimes tended rather to pre-
vent, than promote, a judicious developement of the truth,
It is publicly stated, that a witness, wiile on his way to at
tend the trial of some of the persons charged with a parti-
cipation in the original outrage, has suddenly and unac-
countably disappeared, and advertisements offering rewards
for h's discovery, have been extensively circulated.

“If there be any foundation for this suggestion, it affords
a strong reason for the adoption of proper medsures to
quiet the alarms of our fellow citizens.™

And he recommends “ihat a law be passed, anthorizing

the appomtment of a competent person, for the purpose of

A

as & eonfodernte arrived to his aid, almost at his prison door, and in the
night time hurried him into a carringe, Lo, "—Nrew=York Commercind Adver
aer, secomd of Fobeagry. 1097,
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mvestigaung the alleged criminal transacuons m relation
to the removal of William Morgan, and all the incidents
conneeted therewith—with power to perform all acts and
duties necessary to a full and fair judicial investigation and
determination of the alleged offences.

“*NATHANIEL PITCHER, Lieut. Gov.

“ Albany, 18th March, 1828."

This proofl that the excitement is real and not affected,
18 put beyond doubt by the vote of the Senate upon the
bill authorizing such appointment, which bill was passed
24 to 3 ; and by the House, where a determined opposition
was made, en the ground of its conferring unexampled
powers, with a view to foster a political excitement, hostile
to one of the candidates in the national election next pend-
ing, was passed 066 to 44.

All this trouble is made by Free Masonry ; this daring
assault upon private rights, this obstinate resistance to
the course of public justice ; this successful and persevering
attempt to restrain the arm of the legal authorities ;—all this
multiplied evilis produced by Free Masonry.

“What is she? Every one mquires, “what is Free
Masonry 1"

The very question this volume will help the reader to an-
swer.  What is the foundation of Free Masonry, its super-
structure, its aim?  What is its origin?  What are its pre-
tensions, its peculiar prineiples, its operations in other coun-
tries? The reader will find in these pages genuine maso-
nic documents, with references to their souirce, to aid his
understanding upon each of these interesting questions :
for the author has not attempted 1o give “ a system of Free
Masonry;” but to give the tncontestible documents which
will enable every reader himself to form a system.

Having seen the title-page, one says, * the writer is trying
to destroy Free Masonry.”

But it s not so; heis trying to leam its character : jts
secret he has already. If Free Masonry is destroyed by
merely sedarching its character, that 18 another thing: and of
that every searcher of its character will judge for himself.




AV FREFALCE

Another says, * It is an old institution ; its foundation i«
deep ;31 18 spread all over the world ; you cannot shake it.”

Now, again, there is no wish to shake it; but if looking
at its foundation shake it, that cannot be helped. We
would know what the fabric stands on: and if that be no-
thing, let it stand ; who will care? only there are mamny
who would like to know it.

“It is a religious and moral institution ; carries the Bibl

with the Sijuire and COIN prasses 1 Lol ; yuu dis wrong Lo

appose it."”
i'urry them in tu.-u"{'mur'; but | |H3r5i:-1l. in klmwiug '..1,-’][}
And for that purpose take up Col. Webb’s Moniter.




PRETENSIONS OF FREE MASONRY.
—

CHAPTER 1.

“ When first the golden Morn aloil,

“ With golden breezes whispering sofl.

** Sprung from the East with rosy wing,
* To kiss the hoavenly first-born Spring :
* Jehovah, then, from hallowed earth,

* Gave Masonry immorial birth.”
Preston, London Ed. 1792, p. 368

Free Mason's Monitor, Part I. Book I. Chap. I.  Origin
of Masonry,

“ Frox the commencement of the world, we may trace
the foundation of Masonry. Ever since symmetry began
and harmony displayed her charms, our order has had a
being.” Preston, chap. i. sec. 3, states this pretension in
the same words. So the Book of Constitutions of South
Carolina, p. 2,

Masonry, our order, has had o being ever since symme-
try began and harmony displayed her charms! These are
the first words of the first ehapter of a book, professing,
“although chiefly intended for the use of the ancient and
honourable society of free and accepted Masons,” to be
“also calculated to explain the nature and design of the
Masonic Institution to those who may be desirous of be.
coming acquainted with its principles,”

“ Ever since symmetry began,” &e, This period was.
probably, much earlier than the creation of man. Vet. in

]
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charity, we must suppose the Masonic Reformer* did not
intend to date the commencement of our order before the
creation of the human species ; and (as the words will not
bear an interpretation at all suited to any period since the
creation of man) Iam willing to suppose that the ereation
of man was the time, when, according to the Monitor, sym-
metry and the Masonic order had their being ; as it is also
written, “ From the commencement of the world, we may
trace the foundation of M asonry.™!

This view of the subject is confirmed by the fact that the
best authorities place the era of man’s creation 4000 years
before the Christian era; and Free Masonry, reckoning like
the selfstyled eternal city, ab urbe condita, makes the year
1828, of the Christian era, to be the year 5828 of its era;
that is, the year of light, the anno lucis of Free Masonry,
agrees exactly with the year of ereation.

In strict accord with this view, the poet sings in lines ap-
proved by the constituted authorities of Free Masonry :

** Whan earth's foundation first was Jaid
By the Almighty Artist's hand,
"T'was then our perfect laws were made,

Establishod by his striet command,”

It 1s plainly, then, one of the pretensions of Free Ma-
sonry, that the order of Masonry was established at the pe-
riod of creation. That (as is asserted in the lines above

*The author of the Freo Mason's Meonitor, Col. Thos, 8. Webb, whose
memory lives in the hearts of many of the fraternity, introduced changes
50 pumerous and important inte the rmies, and babits of work., in the Lodges
of America, that he may with propriety be regarded as the great modern
Reformer of Masonry. He was deceived; but his object was praisewor-
thy; his aim was public good—was extensive benevolence. He lived to
publish many editions of the Monitor, and succesded in bringing the work
o nearly to suit the wants of the Fraternity, that it has the authority of
& most valued text book.

T%Tho first stage of Masonry took its rige in the earliest times, was
onginated inthe mind of Adam, descended pure through the antediluvian
agon,” &e. &e.  Hutchinson's Spirit of Masonry, p. 119,
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tjuoted) its laws were established by the Almighty, is a sen-
timent belonging to the brain of the poet ; a sentiment which
must have escaped him in an irreverent moment, and which
ought not hastily to be charged us one of the pretensions
of the Order. |

The first objection having been to the assumed era of
Free Masonry, to the pretension it makes to have its be-
gmning with the beginning of time—I come now to a se-
cond pretension, also well worth considering.

If its truth can be established ; indeed, if a very small
part of it be true, Free Masonry deserves a religious vene-
ration. We ought to pay profound respect to an instituti
s0 honoured of God ; so adorned by his prophets ; so won-
derfully, so miraculously preserved, amidst the convulsions
of the deluge.

That I make not a mistake, and charge pretensions to
Lree Masonry which belong only to a few extravagant or
disorderly brethren, I will pay no regard to the idle words of
any man; but will extract fully from a standard work of
Free Masonry ; from a treatise, approved by the constituted
authorities of Free Masonry, and by them recommended to
the attention and study of all the members of the fraternity.

This is a fair course for Free Masonry ; and it is the only
safe course for the writer. The conclusions to which it
leads must be satisfactory to all.

[ wish to say nothing harshly of the following, or of any
other of the pretensions of Free Masonry. I would state
them fuirly from the approved books of the Craft; T would
throw them out upon the broad expanse of public opinion,
and leave them wholly to their own weight; prémising,
however, my own conviction, that it will happen to the pre-
tensions, as it did to the suspected witches of old: if one
floated on the deep, she was burned for a witch ; and if one
sunk, she was inevitably drowned.
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Free Mason's Monitor, Part 11. Book I. Chapter X,

* The most potent grand master, representing Solomon,
in the east, seated in a chair of state under a rich canopy,
with a erown on his head, and a sceptre in his hand.”

We will not tarry for the description of the royal vest-
ments, but proceed to the history and charge of this de-
gree—(Kmghts of the Arch.) “ My worthy Brother. It
is my intention at this time, to give you a clearer account
than you have yet been acquainted with, of Masonry, of
which at present you barely know the elements.” [ Hear,
hear, |

* Enoch, being inspired by the Most High, and in com-
memoration of a wonderful vision, built a temple under
ground, and dedicated the same to God. Methusaleh, the
son of Lnoch, constructed the building without being ae-
quainted with his father's motives.” (This is the Enoch
who was * the first translated ;" and the Methusaleh who was
“the oldest man.”) *“ Enoch caused a triangular plate of
gold to be made, each side of which was a cubit long ; he
enriched it with the most precious stones, and encrusted the
plate upon a stone of agate of the same form. He then
engraved upon it the ineflable characters, and placed it on
a tnangular pedestal of white marble, which he deposited
in the deepest arch.—And none but Enoch knew of the
treasure which the arches contained.”

* And behold the wickedness of mankind increased more,
and became grievous in the sight of the Lord: and God
threatened todestroy the whole world. Enoch, perceiving that
the knowledge of the arts was likely to be lost in the ge-
nerial destruction, and being desirous of preserving the
principles of the sciences, for the postenity of those whom
God should be pleased to spare, built two great pillars on
the top of the highest mountain ; the one of brass to with-
stand water ; the other of marble to withstand fire. And
he engraved on the marble hieroglyphics, signifying that
there was a most precious treasure concealed in the arches
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under ground, which he had dedicated to God ; and he en-
graved on the pillar of brass the principles of the liberal
arts, particularly of Masonry.”

Not a word of so interesting u tale ought to be lost; but
not to occupy too much time, I omit a page, still retaining
the thread of the story.

“The flood took place in the year of the world 1656, and
destroyed most of the superb monuments of antiquity, The
marble pillar of Enoch, fell in the general desolation ; but
by divine permission, the pillar of brass withstood the water,
by which means the ancient state of the liberal arts, and
particularly masonry, has been handed down to us.”

Now were I to condemn this pretension in tofo, some
might think it sprung from a hostility to the “ ancient and
honourable institution ;* 1 will, therefore, abstain from all
censure ; I will leave the suspected thing to sink or swim,
according to the specific gravity of the medium in which it
may happen to be inmersed. But there are minds, in which
it waits not the fagot and the stake. That Enoch was
“inspired by the Most High,” is allowed on the authority of
the Holy Seriptures. But that he was inspired to build a
temple and arches and pillars, for the preservation of Free
Masonry, or of any thing belonging to Free Masonry, is, as
fur as my knowledge extends, a presumptuous assertion ;—
and, notwithstanding the R. A. K., and the R. A. 8, and the
R. A.T., and the two R. A. C's. of a Grand Royal Arch
Chapter, have certified, that, “ The Free Masons® Monitor
is replete with useful masonie information, and is fully en-
titled to the sanction of the Grand Chapter.” 1 cannot be-
lieve one word of its antediluvian pretensions.
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CHAPTER IL

“ Thare are some foolish peopls reject us.

“ For which they are highly to blame ;
“ They cannot show any objection,

“ Or reason for doing the same ;
“ The Art's a divine inspiration,

“ A all honest men will declare :
“ 8o here's te all truo hearted Brothers,

“ That live within compass and square.

* Fa, In, la, &o.”
Thiman Rezon, p. 132.

"I'wo pretensions of masonry have been brought into view
without argument. In matters so extravagant it is enough
to doubt. It might seem to be in season to show the fal-
lacy of so extraordinary claims, when something besides as-
sertion 1s brought to their support. But lest I should seem
not sufficiently to respect the pretensions of “ the most an-
cient institution ;"' pretensions familiar to the standard
works, to the ephemeral publications, and to the more noisy
supporters of Free Masonry ; I will give a few of the best
reasons for supposing these to be wholly unworthy of credit.

The first pretension, it will be recollected, is, that “ our
order has had a being ever since symmetry began.” 'The
proof is traditon—the same as is used to prove that after
Deucalion’s flood, Deucalion and Pyrrha repeopled the de-
solate earth, by throwing stones behind their backs—those
which Deucalion threw becoming men, and those which

Pyrrha, his wife, threw becoming maidens.

" Quis hoe credat, nisi sit pro teste vetustas!™

exclaims the poet ; who could believe this, were not tradition
the witness ! "This veritable witness must have left part of
the masonic story untold ; for if “our order” be as old as
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tume, it will be difficult to conceive who were the first ma-
sons. Mortals of age to constitute a lodge, did not exist
until some years after the beginning of time, Who were
the first masons then? A singular lodge.it must have been,
in which Adam was both most worshipful Master and
Tyler,—and Eve, the ouly “cowen and eaves dropper” un-
der the sun.*

“No3" it is replied, “we do not mean so, We do not
mean there were Lodges before there were men to constitute
them. We only mean that the principles of the order are
as old as the world.”

Very well; then, *our order” has not had a being ever
since symmetry began ; but only the principles of the order.
Exactly so. Let us examine the subject in this its best light.

First; can the principles peculiar to an institution
be older than the institution itself? Certainly not. If the
principles existed before the institution, the institution has
no peculiar claim to them 5 it must have adopted or borrowed

them. And if an institution be as old as the principles are
which it borrows and aﬂﬂptu., why then a charitable institu-

tion is coeval with the principle of love! And masonry
might better date its origin, not from the beginning of time,
but some ages before! And so an author has it: “ If from
our moral principles we date the origin of Masonry, we
must fix its era coexistent with the Almighty.” Town’s
Speculative Free Masonry, p. 4.

What has Free Masonry to do with the era of creation? I
do not see., Its lodges must be younger—some of its
adopted principles certainly are older. If we assume the

* % Cortainly the art itself is coeval with man, the great object of it.
Nay, it may well be styled coeval with creation ; when the |Sovereign Ar-
chitect raised on masonic principles the beauteous globe,™ ith's Use and
Abuse of Free Mas. p. 28.  And the same words repeated, p. 108.

“ Qur first father, Adam, deny it who can,
“ A mason was made as soon as a man."”
Aliman. Reean, p, 114
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origin of the principles for the date of the institution, mason-
ry is more than 5828 years old ; and if the orgamzation of
the first lodge be, as it truly should be, taken .as the day of
its date, masonry is not so old as time. Tt is very evident,
then, that Free Masonry lies under a flat contradiction on
the first pretension.

The principle of liberty is as old as the creation, or as any
of the principles of masonry. But how absurd it would be
to date the independence of these United States from the
beginning of time! And not less absurd 1= 1t, to date ma-
sonry from that early period, because some of the principles
it has chosen to adopt are, indeed, much older. So con-
clusive is this argument to my mind, that I take my leave of
the first pretension with a strong hope, that an effort will be
speedily made to rectify the era of Free Masonry to some
possible date ; and, as one of the brethren, 1 cheerfully offer
my services to aid in the work.

A lame attempt 18 made to
on the authority of Josephus; but as the relation of that
author differs essentially from the masonie tradition, if it
proves any thing in the premises, it is unfavourable to the
pretensions of Free Masonry.

[ will set the pretension from the Monitor by the side of
Josephus® relation, that the reader may compare for him-

self,

rest the second pretension

Monitor.

“ Enoch being inspired by
the Most High, bult two
arcat pillars on the top of
the highest mountan, the
one of brass, to withstand
water, the other of marble,
to withstand fire. He en-

graved on the pillar of brass
the principles of the liberal
arts, particularly of Masonry.

Josephus, Book 1, Chap. 2.

Speaking of the descend-
ants of BSeth: “They also
were the inventors of that
peculiar sort of wisdom
which 18 concerned with the
heavenly bodies and their
order. And that their in-
ventions might not be lost
before they were sufficiently
known, upon Adam’s pre-
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The marble pillar of Enoch
tell in the general destrue-
tion; but by divine permis-
sion the pillar of brass with-
stood the water, by which
means the ancient state of
the liberal arts, and particu-
larly Masonry, has been
handed down to us,™*

diction that the world was
to be destroyed at one time
by the force of fire, and at
another time by the violence
and quantity of water, they
made two pillars, the one of
brick, the other of stone;
they inseribed their disco-
venes on them both, that

caso the pillar of brick should
be destroyed by the flood,
the pillar of stone might re-
main, and exhibit those dis-
coveries to mankind; and
also inform them that there
was another pillar of brick
erected by them. Now this
remains in the land of Siriad
to this day,"

" The poet was mistaken who Eings :

* Bober old Seth next mounis on the stuze,
" In manmers sovers, but in MLgOnTY Sage |
" He builiap two pillars, they ware tall mod
thick,
Hie was made of stone, the other of brick.
“ Darry down, 8.
himan Rezon, pe 146

The two accounts are as much alike as parent and child :
but two important discrepances may be noticed, Jose-
phus makes no account of any seience preserved except
astronomy ; and Masonry has no more concern with astro-
nomy, than it has with the cotton gin, a machine 40 years
old nearly, Josephus supposes the stone pillar to remain
n the land of Siriad to hisday ; but masonic tradition SAYs,
“the marble pillar fell in the general destruction of the
deluge,”

Not to waste time on these matters, [ have three princi-
pal objections to allege agamnst the reasonablencss of this
second pretension. Sec. 1. Masonry contains no principle
peculiar to itself, no truth not common to the world, which »
WiSe man need be anxious to preserve ; therefore, i is ip.
credible that any man, “ mspired by the Most High,” should
have crected pillars for its presérvation. Sec. 2. Grant iltg that

any the least thing peenliar to masonry, is, or ever was, worth
&

T T ———
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an anxious thought for its preservation ; it 1s very extraord
nary that Enoch, who was cotemporary with Adam, and
who remained on the earth only fifty-three years after the
decease of Adam, should have performed the work imputed
to him. Had the erection of the pillars been the work of
the last years of his life, they must have been 569 years old
at the deluge ; and, if there were not some Old Mortality of
the antediluvian world, to chink his hammer and chisel over
the hieroglyphics anew, from century io century, the bulder
of the monuments might reasonably fear that the corroding
hand of time would utterly destroy the inscriptions before
they could be read “ by the posterity of those whom God
should be pleased to spare.” Sec. 3. Granting both ; that
masonry has peculiarities worth preserving, and that Krocl
erected two pillars, with a view to the preservation of a know
ledge of the liberal arts, particulurly of masonry ;" yet |
SUppPOsC his attempt was a total failure, as it respects us;
that not a serip or a serawl of those principles inseribed on
the pillars, has come down to the present gemeration'
Neither the records, nor the traditions of masonry, to my
knowledge, furnish us with any intimation of the form of
the characters, nor of the things signified by the hierogly-
Phi{-s on the ;:rn:i.t'l'lt]l.'ll pi”EH‘F. Not a dot, not an angle, not
a sign, not a word, not a custom, not a principle, which is
peculiar to masonry, which is not common to all mankind,
has come down to us from that monument ; so that were a
fac simile of the aforesaid monument presented to our
lodges, the plain hieroglyphics would be no better to the
Free Masons of the present day, than a Babylonian brick !

What a preservation of the knowledge of the liberal arts
was that, “ particularly of masonry ™
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CHAPTER 111,

“ Let malicious people censure,
“ They're not worth a mason’s answer,
* While we drink and sing."
Ahiman Rezon, p. 126.

{'r may not be improper in the present state of the discus-
s1omn, to declare, that I owe no Free Mason, alive or dead,
any thing but love ; that no company or lodge of Masons
has ever dealt with the writer exeept on terms of personal
respect. | bring no charge against individuals ; none against
lodges ; and I have it in my heart to bring none. The whole
weight of my objections made, or to be made, lies solely

against the institution itself. The character of the institu-
tion I wish calmly and freely to diseuss; without the slight-

est offence to any individual.

“ But what is vour object, my calm brother? What is the
entd you propose to attain 7" It is this; to shake the confi-
dence of men in * the most ancient institution.”

Were Masonry the important system it claims to be, men
might well rely upon it ; and matrons, too, might grieve at
the fute which for ever closes against them its mvsterious
learning and its improving light.

“ Tho' women from lodges are always debarrod,
“ Dear Fair ones, repent nol, nor censure loo havd,” &
JA. Reson, p. 192

But if, us | suppose, its highest pretensions are idle preten-
sions, its distinguishing principles are inferior to the besi
principles, and its excellent tendency much overrated, the
system itself may not deserve high praise; it may not be
worthy of the liberal countenance it receivess it may not
be worthy of a woman’s concern: not merely becanse its
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mysteries are, by the laws of Free Masonry, forbudden to
her, but because they are negatively invaluable.

And here, while some grave men and Masons shake ther
heads in disapprobation, the ladies wave their chaplets with
smiles of encouragement, and thus supported I shall pro-
coed. If the lodges are a little vexed, it is not =0 with the
social cireles ; and, as a lover of all that is lovely, 1 freely
confess, that the interest of the ladies 18 worth incompara-
bly more to my single self, than the interest of Free Mason-

Y 3 that one ghuu-u ol encouragement from their Cyes,

whom it is mun's high privilege to love, to chensh, and to
admire, would enable the humble writer to withstand the
frowns ! the lodges through time.

I desire to say this with gome spirit, my reader, knowing
as I do that there are those who knit their brows, and make
use of swelling words against an honest attempt to ivesti-
aate an ancient institution, and who regard, as nearly allied
to sacrilege, any attempt fo remove the rubbish of the dark
ages from the mside, and to put the true colour upon the out-
side of the fabric of Free Masonry. 1warnall such gentle-
men of the compassion of their mothers, and of the pity of
their wives and sisters upon this their indiseriminate attach-
ment to the follies and to the charms of Masonry ; and also
of the just indignation of every anti-mason in the communi-
ty, upon any meditated attempt to awe this peaceable efiort
into silence. I caution them to keep cool, to reverence the
truth, although it make against their prejudices, and to read
these pages in the spirit in which they are written. Where
they can answer, no doubt they will do it with good tem-
per ; and where they cannot, let them submit with grace.
Any wineing of theirs will be attributed to weakness ; any
affected indifference, to want of consideration; and any
fretting or frowning, to want of good sense. Do they count
upon the strength of their influence? Let me assist them
to consider, that the more influential half of the human
family are by nature shut out from our high claiming nsti-
tution, and will investigate its pretensions with a keen re-
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lish; and that of the remaining half, but a minority are
tempted to clothe themselves with that “ peculiar ensign,”
the white apron, notwithstanding it claims to be a badge
“more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Romean Eagle ;
more honourable than the Star and Garter, or any other
Order that can be conferred by king, prince, or potentate,
except e be a Mason ! I"—Free Mason's Library, p. 152.

Any disposition, therefore, to check inquiry upon this sub-
ject, will not be well received by an intelligent community :
and any attempt to put down the investigation, except by
meeting it fairly, will necessarily recoil upon the heads of
the adventurers.

After this refreshing excursion, I return to the Free Ma-
son’s Monitor, New-York edition, 1802, and find among the
more impaortant, obnoxious, and fully detailed pretensions
of the institution, the following, respecting the miraculous
commitment, from time to time, of the true name of the

Deity, to the keeping of the fraternity! Fifteen pages of
that edition of the Monitor, from the 245th to the 260th.

are principally devoted to the details of this wonderful trust :
laithful extracts of these details 1 will now lay before the
reader.

Part 2. Chap. L.—* Enoch, the son of Jared, was the
sixth son in descent from Adam, and lived in the fear and
love of God lis father. God appeared to him in a vision.
and thus deigned to speak to him. As thou art desirous to
know my name, attend, and it shall be revealed unto thee.
Upon this a mountain seemed to rise to the heavens, and
Enoch was transferred to the top thereof, where he beheld
a trangular plate of gold most brilliantly enlightened, and
upon which were some characters, which he received a strict
injunction never to pronounce. Presently he scemed to
be lowered perpendicularly into the bowels of the earth,
through nine arches; in the ninth or deepest of which, he
saw the same brilliant plate which was shown to him in the
mountain.”

“ Fnoch being inspired by the Most High. and in com-

- PR SR e
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memoration of this wonderful vision, built a temple undei
ground, in the same spot where it was shown to him—
which, like that, consisted of nine arches, one above ano-
ther, and dedicated the same to God. Tlus happened in
that part of the world which was afterwards called the land
of Canaan, since known by the name of the Holy Land.

“ Enoch, in imitation of what he had seen, caused a tn-
angular plate of gold to be made, each side of which was
a cubit long ; he enriched it with the most precious stones,
and incrusted the plate upon a stone of agate of the same
form. He then engraved upon it the same ineflable cha-
racters which God had shown to him, and placed 1t on o
triangular pedestal of white marble, which he deposited i
the ninth or deepest arch.

“ When Enoch's temple was completed, he receved the
following eommand, viz. * Make a door of stone, and let
there be a ring of iron therein, by which it may be occa-
sionally raised, and Jet it be placed over the opening of the
first arch, that the sacred matters enclosed therein may be
preserved from the universal destruction now impending.’
And he did g0 ; and none but Enoch knew of the precious
treasure which the arches contammed, nor knew the right
pronunciation of the great and sacred name.”

The Monitor next gives an account of Enoch’s two pil-
lars, and the wonderful preservation of the knowledge of the
liberal arts, * particularly of Masonry,” during the univer-
sal deluge ; which topic has been already noticed. 1 take
up the account of the Monitor relating to this ineffable
name after the deluge, in the followng words: “ We lear
from ||ll|_'-' Writ, the hiHh.’rr}' of :-'rllt'.i'N*r]ilI;{ times, till the
Israclites became slaves to the Egyptians; from which
bondage 1|It*_'r' woere Ireed under the conduct of Moses. The
same sacred book mforms us that Moses was beloved of
God, and that the Most High spoke to lum on Mount
Sinal,  To Moses God communicated his divine law writ-
ten on tables of stone, with many [lrmlliHl]s of a renewead

alliance.  He also gave him the true pronunciation of his
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sacred name, which he told him should be found by some of
lis descendants, engraved upon a plate of gold ; and God
gave a strict command unto Moses that no one should pro-
nounce his sacred name ; so that, in process of time, the
true pronunciation was lost,”

Thus the trne word was lost, Free Masons having only
the promise of God left, that it should be found * engraved
upon a plate of gold.” The particulars of the wonderful
discovery of Enoch’s triangular plate of gold, will be food
for admiration,

CHAPTER 1V,

Contaiung an sccount of wonderful adventures, to which the poet pro
bably alluded when he sang :
* Unite, unite, your voices raise,
* Loud, loudly sing Freo Mason's praise ;
“ Spread far and wide their spotless fame,
* And glory in the sucred namo:
** How just, how just are ull their ways,
“ Superior far to mortal praise!
* Their worth, description far exceeds,
“ For matchless are Free Masons' deods,”
Preston,  London edition. A, D, 1792, P 370

T'ur preceding chapter gives ample details from the Free
Mason’s Monitor, of the pretended revelation of the true
name of the Most High to Enoch and Moses, for the be-
nefit of the masonic fraternity ! With the reader’s patience.
| shall continue that subject; but observe that I extraet
from the New-York edition, 1802, as some later editions of
the Monitor fail of giving all the particulars here quoted.
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though the principal facts are alluded to with undoubting
confidence; for convenience 1 number the sections ex-
tracted.

1. “Solomon, being the wisest of princes, had fully
remembrance the promise of God to Moses, that some ol
his descendaunts, in fulness of time, should discover his holy
name :* and his wisdom mspired him to believe, that this
could not be accomplished until he had erected and con-
secrated a temple to the living God, in which he might
deposit the precious treasure.”

2, % Accordingly, Solomon began to build, in the fourth
year of his reign, agreeably to a plan given him by his fa-
ther David, upon the ark of the allhance.”

By a careful reading of sections 1 and 2,it appears, thal
King Solomon, under the impression that the holy name
of the Deity could not be discovered until he had erected
and consecrated a temple to the living God, * accordingly
hegan to build ;" that is, Solomon built the temple chiefly to
recover the lost word, the inelfable word, the shibboleth of
Free Masonry! And, reader, do you notbelieve it? The
important faet perfectly aecounts for the craft’s having ever
gsince so much to do with that holy edifice ; and the next
edition of the Bible ought to be corrected ; 1 Kings, v, 5,
where Solomon says, * And, behold, I purpose to build a
house unto the name of the Lord my God ;" that it maj
read, I purpose to build a house fo discover the lost name.
dee.

3. “ He chose a spot for this purpose, the most beautiful
and healthy in all Jerusalem. In digging for a foundation,
they discovered the runs of an ancient edifice, amongst
which they found a very considerable quantity of treasure,
such as vases of gold and silver, urns, marble, tapestry.
jasper and agate columns, with a number of precious

stones,

* Seep. 15 of this volume
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What were the materials of the tupestry which lay bu.
ried in rums from the time of the delnge, and was tapestry
yet after a lapse of 1400 years !

4. * All the treasures™—but 1 must abridge ; the rela-
tion is long, and so particular as to be wholly ineredible.
Solomon, the king, supposing sométhing idolatrous in these
ruing, * declined building in that spot, lest the worship of
the Deity should be profaned by the place.”

Under the temple (which was erected in another place)
he built avault, having a long narrow descent through nine
arches, where he used to retire in company with Hiram of
Tyre and Hiram of Abiff, when they had oceasion to enter
tpon things of a secret and important nature.

5. “There were then none else living qualified to enter

the sacred vault, One of their number being removed
from them, disordered their system for a time; and, as
they were consulting in what manner 1o supply his absence.
application was made to them by some intendants of the

building, illustrious knights, and grand master architeets,
who well knew there was a seerct place under the temple,

in which the king, &e. used to meet, soliciting the honour
of being admitted there: to whom Solomon rephed wath
an open air, my brethren, it cannot now be granted,”

How wonderfully exact is Masonic tradition! even the
“open au" with _which the king put off his inquisitive
princes is not forgotten.

6. “ Some days after this circumstance, Solomon seni
lor the three grand master architects, Joabert, Stockin, and
(., and directed them to go and search once more amongst
the ancient ruins, where so much treasure had been already
found, in hopes of finding more. They accordingly de-
parted, and one of them, viz. G., in working with the pick-
axe amongst the rubbish, came to the large iron ring ;—the
found it fixed in a large stone perfectly square. With mue},
difhculty they raised it, when the mouth of a deep and dis-
mal cavern appeared.”

This is the identical iron ring which Enoch placed there

3
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2000 years belore ! That was good won. This “ deep and dis-
mal cavern” is the first arch of the very temple which Enoch
built under ground, and * dedicated to God.” Those walls
were pointed with choice mortar, else a cavern so deep
would have had five or six feet of water at the bottom. But
this was dry as a garret quite to the bottom of the ninth
arch, where (. armived much fatigued ; having been twiee
discouraged in his descent, and compelled to return ; gving
a signal to hig companions to draw him up,

7. *“ When (on the third trial) he had descended into the
ninth arch, a parcel of stone and mortar suddenly fell
and extinguished his light ; and fe was immediately struck
with the sight of a triengular plate of gold, nchly adorned
with preeious stones; the brilliancy of which struck hun
with astonishment. Again he gave the signal, and was as-
sisted in reascending.™

[Observe ; he saw not the triangle until his extinguished
light left him in total darkness. O, Free Masonry, what »
wonder !]

8. (., who it appears is no other than the promised de-
scendant of Moses, who was in due time to find the sacred
name, “engraved on a plate of gold.” told his companions,
Joabert and Stockin, the wonders he had seen; and, by
means of a_rope ladder, they all descended to the bottom
together. They examined the gold plate, and observed cer-
tain characters engraved thereon, of the meaning of which
they were then ignoraut ; they therefore determined to car-
ry the treasure to Solomon, and solicit the honour of being
admitted to the knewledge of this sublime mystery.”

9. They found Solomon and the king of Tyre toge
ther. “To them they presented the precious treasure.
When the two kings beheld st, they were struck with
amazement. Being recovered, they then examined the
sacred characters with attention, but would not explain
them to the three grand master architeets.  Solomon told
them that God had bestawed apon them a particular fa-
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vour, i having permitted them to discover the most pre-
cions jewels of Masonry,”

10. In consideration of this, Solomon conferred upon
them the most sublime and mysterious degree of royal
arch Masonry,* and explained to them, how the promise of
(rod, made to Noah, Moses, and his father David, was now
accomplished. That promise which assured them that in
tulness of time his name should be discovered, engraved
upon a plate of gold; that they were bound to defend the
sicred characters, and that they were not at liberty to pro-
nounce the sacred name.”

I1. “The kings informed the three knights, that until
that time, they knew nothing of that word but by tradition ;
and that in the course of its being handed down through 2
succession of ages, it had been much corrupted. [As it
was meffable, inquire by what kind of tradition the word
was handed down through a succession of ages?] From
the corruption of the said name, sprung the Juba of the
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and muny othersof a
like nature.

* The true name is said to have been wisible in the tem-
ple at the time St. Jerome flourished, written in the an-
cient Samaritan characters, and is still preserved in the
hearts of sincere masons.”

Now, reader, let us pause awhile, and look back. Enoch’s
wonderful vision, and the temple built under ground in com-
memoration of that extraordinary event, cannot be beliey-
ed without better evidence of the fact, than a tradition
nearly five thousand years old can afford. The fable of
Atlas’ sustaining the heavens upon his shoulders, is a bolder
story, and probably an older story ; he who can, may eredit
both.

' That God gave the law to Moses on Mount Sinai we be.
hieve, not on the faith of masonic tradition ; nor is masonic

-

* Eee chap. upon. R. A. Masonry
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tradition by any means suthcient to satisfy us that God gave
to Moses a strict injunction, * that no one should pronounce
his sacred name.” The Jews, in reading the seriptures.
avoid the pronunciation of 1 g v g, always calling it Ado-
nai. Revelation does not authorize this perversion, nor can
Jewish or masonic tradition. It seems impossible that a
gober man can persuade himself of a faet so absurd and
extravagant, as that Masonry, through Enoch and Moses,
15 by the divine favour alone made acquainted with the true
name of the Deity ; yet foolish Masons, pillars of the
lodges, have challenged professing Chnstians to give the
true name of God, and on failure to give the Shibboleth of
Masoury, have replied with evident self-complaisance—
* you do not know the true name of God:" the God of the
holy scriptures !

Muasong, soeing this pretension set out by self, will, |
hope, be universally shocked at it but the admirers of the
institution, reading it as it is set forth in the Monitor, do
naturally pass it without consideration ; and Hatter them-
selves that such particular tokens of divine favour are sure
proof of the antiquity, grandeur, and divinity of this self-
privileged system.,

A few circumstances in this pretemsion, remain to be
pointed out.

Sec. No. 11, * From the corruption of the said name,
sprung the Juba of the Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans,
and many others of a like nature.” Reader, what think
vou, 18 one of the many other corruptions of this sacred
name of Free Masonry ! What name of the supreme divinity
of any people sounds somewhat like Juba and Jupiter? It
is not Woden nor Thor; it is not Brahm nor Vishnu, Is it
possible it can be the God of Christians 7—ecan it indeed be
so? According to the masonic traditions, the Juba of the
Moors, the Jupiter of the Romans, and the Jehovah of
Christians, must alike be corruptions of the same true name of
the Most High, committed with awful solemnity to Enoch
and Moses, for the benefit of the fraternity : and still pre-
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served, and only preserved pure, in the hearts of sincere
Masons! IF this pretension mean any thing, it is no less
than impious ; but asin the hearts of intelligent Masons, it
means nothing, let us awayv with ity let it be blotted out of
the books for ever, that it no longer prove a snare to the un-
“’HI’}-’-

One notable circumstance (see. 11.) is: “ The true name
18 said to have been visible in the temple at the time St. Je-
rome flourished, written in the ancient Samaritan charac-
ters,”  Thisis the way with masonic tradition, so exact, as
even to remember the Samaritan characters! but what
temple was that? Enoch’s subterraneous temple fell in,
after the erection of Solomon’s; Solomon’s was destroyed
by Nebuchadnezzar; and the foundations of the second
temple were ploughed up by Titus, A, D. 70,

Free Masonry pretends, that the true and ineffable name
was deposited in each of these three temples ; but what ma-
sonic tomple was there in the time of 8t. Jerome?  St. Je-
rome 18 well known to have been among the most learned
of the ancient fathers, the mortal enemy of the Origenists,
the eotemporary of Theodosius the Great, and of Alaric.
king of the Goths ; and to have died A. D. 420, 350 years
after the total subversion of the last temple by Titus. Yet
i St. Jerome’s time, if we can believe masonic tradition,
the true name was visible in the temple, written in the an-
clent Samaritan characters!

This is the same witness who testifies that king Solomon
built the temple, not unto the name of the Most High ; and
that the wisest man (O, Free Masonry, how much your debtor
for this information,) did not know the true pronunciation
of the name which his father David had sweetly sung: “ Bless
the Lord, O mysoul; all that is within me bless Ais holy name :
“0, give thanks unto the Lord ; call upon his name : sing
unto him, sing psalms unto him : talk ye of all his wondrous
works ; glory ye in his holy name :** but he learned it from
the golden triangle, which no sooner than his light expired,
the man saw !
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CHAPTER V.

* real kKings, dukes, and lords.
“ Have laid by their swords,

“ Our mystery 1o pul a good grace on;
“ And thought themselves famed,
“T'o have themselves named

“With a Free and an Aceepled Mason.™

I 1s iy purpose in this chapter, to give an account of th
destruction of the pretended subterraneous temple of Enoch,
as it 18 set forth at large in that edition of the Monitor, pre-
viously quoted in these pages. The story is very curious ;
it 18 equal in particularity and truth, with Ovid’s relation of
Narcissus's falling in love with himself, while bending over
a pure fountain to slake his thirst,

He cupil imprudens ; et, qui probat, ipse probatur.
Irrita fallnel quoties dedit oscula fonti '#

As the reader will gather from the following extract, Frec
Masons” Monitor, New-York edition, 1802, page 257,

It will be necessary fo observe, that afier Joabert, and
Stockin, and G., had discovered the golden triangle, as
related in the last chapter, “ Solomon told them, that God
had bestowed upon them a particular favour, in having per-
mitted them to discover the most precious jewels of Ma-
sonry ; by which he seemed to mtimate their election ; and
as areward for their zeal, constancy, and fidelity, he elected
them knights of the ninth arch, afterwards called the royal
arch.™ Soon after, twenty-two others, for various services,

* He foolishly loves Limself; and he who admires; is himsell’ admired.

How often did the boy vamly kiss the doceitful fountain
' oo chap. Moyal Arch, of Mhis work
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“ were admitted 1o the sublime degree of perfection s or,
as Hardie’s edition explains it, to * the Holy Royal Arch ;™
[p. 163.] making the number of masters initiated twenty-
five.

* There were living at that time 8568 other ancient mas-
ters who had wrought in constructing the temple. These
began to be extremely jealous of the pre-eminence shown to
th twenty-five brethren. They deputed, therefore, a cer-
tain number ¢ to wait on King Solomon, with their compli-
ments,’ 10 request that similar honours might be conferred
on them. The king heard them with the most benign air
imaginable, gave them for answer, that the twenty-five
masters were justly entitled,” &c.; and bade them “ Go
n peace. God may one day permit- that you may be re-
warded according to your deserts,”

The deputies replied with an unbecomiug degree of
warmth, and departed by no means satisfied ; the king
mildly charging them, “ Go in foar, wait with patience.

and aspire to perfeetion by good works.”
“The deputies retiurned and made report to the masters,

who were assembled to hear it. These masters. hasty and
unpatient in their dispositions, and, of consequence, vexed
at the refusal, determined, one and all, to go to the ancient
ruins, and search under ground, with a view of arrogating
the merit.so necessary for attaining their desires,”

* Accordingly they departed next morning, and present-
ly after their arrival discovered the iron, (ring,) by means of
which they raised the square stone, and found the entrance
into the arches.  They immediately prepared a ladder of
ropcs, and descended with lighted flambeaux: but no
sooner had the last descended, than the nine arches Sell in
upon them, and they were no more heard of.”

* Solomon soon heard of this dreadful accident, and sent
Joabert, Stockin, and G.. to inform themselves more particu-

* Aleo, Ahiman Rezon, p. 38 of the preface
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larly of the matter. They accordingly departed at breal
of day, and upon their arrival were perfectly astonished at
the strange appearance of the place. There were no re-
mains of the arches to be seen, nor could they learn that
one single person, of all those who had descended, escaped
the destruction.™

Three things, among others, are particularly noticeable n
this story.

Ist. The impression calculated to be made by the fol-
lowing words : * Solomon told them that God had bestow-
ed upon them a particular favour, in having permitied them
to discover the most precious jewels of Masonry ; by which
he seemed to intimate their election,” &ec, And agam:
“ God may one day permit that you may be rewarded,” & c.

"This is magnifying most artfully :

 Vix illam famuli Phegens Sagarisque ferobant
“ Multiplicem* connixi humeris ; indutos at olin
w Demolens, curan palantes Troas agebat.”

Demoleus, wearing a coat of mail a burden for two ser-
vants, drove whole squadrons of Trojans before him 3 and a
gn!]anl exploit it must have been to slay this same Demoleus,
Fhe God of Heaven, by his providence, intimates the elee-
tion of men into the Royal Arch as a particular favour !
How magnificent an institution, then, is Free Masonry !
Can it be possible that a common maxn of this generation
may purchase this particular favour for about fifty dollars'
admission into the Holy Royal Arch !

2d. The Holy Seriptures, and masonic tradition, inform
us, that in the bullding of Solomon’s temple, 3600 overseers,
or mnasters, were employed. [t is not a hittle remarkable,
that, according to this story, 3568 out of that number, all
« ancient masters,” selected by King Solomon to oversee

—_ e e —
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% A coal of mail, which brave Demoleus bore,
More brave Fneas from his shoulders tore,
Tn wingle combat on the Trojan shore.—Dryden.
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the work, and approved jin the final labours of the temple,
should have been rash, hasty, and arrogant men ; that they
should have aimed, “one and all,” to obtain the special
favour of God and the king, by presumption and disobe-
dience. But letit be so,as masonic tradition gwes it. They
came 1 a most unceremonious death ; not. one of them
could receive a masonie funeral ; © but no sooner had the
last descended, than the nine arches fell in upon them,
and they were never heard of more !

Masonry being a very serious thing in the estimation of
many whom 1 delight to honour, and am bound to love, I
would treat it seriously for their sakes.

These pretensions, so intimately united with the * most
uncient institution,” that death alone can part them, I am
thankful for an opportunity of stating, without jesting at
their odd features, or their strange complexion, T willingly
leave it to my masonic friends, whether to maintain, or to
tidicule them, Deny their genuineness none can. They
are drawn from the pure fountains of masonic truth ; from
the authorized publications of the fraternity.

3d. Such was the end of the pretended subterraneous
temple, built by pretended inspiration, to preserve, as is
pretended, the true name of the Most Eigh for the benefit
of the masonic fraternity ! It stood water-tight nineteen
centaries ! capacious enough to hold 3568 ancient master
masons, it no sooner received them within its dark vaults.
than, without the intervention of any means, it devoured
them in a moment ; not one escaped the destruction.

At first view this might seem miraculous; but it is only
menstrous.  True miracles are always wrought by the in-
tervention of means,

When God would punish Philistia, and three thousand of
her lords perished beneath Dagon's proud roof, Sampson
#tood by the two pillars which supported the temple ;

et gy straining all his nerves, e bowed ;
“ As with the force of winds and wategs pent,
" When mountams tremble ; those two massy pillars,

1
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« With horrible convulsion, to and fro,
« He tugged—he shook—till down they came, and drev

“ The whole roof after them, with burst of thunder,
» Upon the heads of all who =at bencath.”

‘This was a miracle ; but the masonic evenl was a mog
ster, ill-formed, hideous, and mereiless ; destroying not the
enemies of Istael, not the assassins of Tyre, but the ge-

nuine ancient master masons of king Solomon’s temple.

CHAPTER VL

“,0me wre you prepared
 Your seaffolds well reared |

“ Bring mortar, and temper it purely :
“ *Tis all safo 1 hope,
“ Well braced with each rope,

* Yeur ledgers and putlocks securely.”
Ahiman Reson, p. 130,

* Empires and kings Lave passed away
“ Into eblivion’s mine ;

+ And toworing domes have felt deeay,
“ Bince auld lang syne.”

-+ But Masonry, the glorious art,
“ With wisdom's ray divine;
+ "T'was over 8o, the Hebrew cnies,

“ Since anld lang syne.”
{_ross’s Uhar!

Ir is impossible, in an age, to meet all the pretensions ol
Masonry singly, "Time would fail me to speak of Noah
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and his three sons, all true masons ;"% of the Patnarch Jo-
seph, “ grand master of the fraternity in Egypt;” of « the
walls of Babylon, the temple of Belus, together with many
other stately edifices, built wnder the direction of Nebu-
chadnexzar, grand master ;"1 of * Julins Ceesar, grand mas-
ter of the Roman empire, who patronized masonry in Great
Britain after he had landed in that country ;" of “king He-
rod,} an excellent grand master, who, with his own ma-
sons built a splendid Grecian temple at Jerusalem ;»§ of
the wonderful preservation of the Pentatench in the time
of the Babylonish captivity ; and of the many remarkable
pretensions relating to the building of king Solomon’s tem-
ple. No limit can be assigned to this division of the sub-
jecL

[ hold in my hand nearly one hundred such, eollected
mto one table, and published by James Hardie, A. M. un-

* & In the deloge, where mortals lost thoir lives,
* Glod saved four worthy Masons and thair wives ;™
Ahiman Reson,p. 172,
See, aiso, Hardie's Monitor, p. 200.

There is a discrepance in the traditions respecting Ham. Mr, Hutchin.
son says : “the first stage of Masonry was eriginated in the mind of Adam,
descended pure through the antediluvian ages, was afterwards taught by
Ham,and from him flowed, unpolluted and unstained with jdolatry, to
these our limes,” &c.—Spirit of Masonry, p. 119. _

Whereas Ahiman Rezon, p. 13 of the prefice, says: “ Certain it i,
there were but four masons in the world, when the deluge happened ; that
ane of the four, even the second son of Noal, was not master of the art.”

The Masonic Minstrel maintalng the latter furm of the tradition; vie
that Ham was not a master Muson.—Mas, Min. p. 537,

+ The tradition here enables us to correct the celebrated Rollin, who,
depending on historical records, erroneously nsserts that the temple of Be-
lus was the tower of Babel, (built 1848 years before the time of Nebuchad-
nexzar,) and that it was dedicated by Ninus to Lis father Nimrod, “ the
first king deified by the people for his groat actions:™ and that Semiramis,
the widow of Ninus, built the walls of Babylon. Rellin's Ane. His. chap.
1, of the Aayrians.

{ This is that Herod who © slew all the childeen in Bethichem, and in
all the coasts thereof, from two years old and upder.™

§ Town's specniative Free Masonry
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der the sanction of twelve presiding officers of lodges in
New-York ! and these are but the thousandth part of those
scattered through the various treatises of Masonry,

I was aware, before venturing objections to the preten-
gions of Masonry, that the materiais o frame them were
not scarce ; but so much more numerous are they, than I
had expected, that the topics on which it was my purpese
rhiﬁﬂ_f 1n f['lrl-‘f.-", have not even been touched., | can git‘f
no new view of this part of the subject by farther pursuing
it; and although the pretensions connected with the build-
ing of Solomon's temple, have a common nmportance ai-
tached to them, entitled to peculiar attention, I pass them
by for the present, confident that the sample of ancient
pretensions which has been presented and amply examin.
ed, is a fuir specimen of the whole lot. It would be wrong
to weary the reader’s patience with this branch of the sub-
ject, when others more interesting are pushing into view,

But before 1 take leave of the ancient pretensions of
Masonry, I will throw together those already considered, in
the way of areview, stamp them genuine, and lay them up
for future use. They ave as follows.

Ist. That masonry 18 coeval with time. The charters, cer-
tificates, diplomas, &c. of our lodges and grand lodges, &ec.
are almost uniformly dated Anno Lucis. Even our com
mon masonic celebrations, for the greater mysticism, are
often dated, not in the year of our Lord, but in the vearof
Masonry, i, e, in the year of creation.

2d. The two pillars of Enoch, erected to preserve the
knowledge of the liberal arts, and “ particularly of Ma.
sonry,” through two calamitous periods of the earth;—
from which neither hieroglyphic, nor letter, nor word, has
been derived to modern art, particularly to Masonry,

3d. Enoch’s wonderful vision, and subterraneous temple,
in which was preserved the golden triangle with the ineffa-
ble name ; and beneath whose deep arches the ancient mas-
ters were swallowed up.

Ath. The divine communieation of this ineffable name:
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first to Enoch, afterwards with the ten commandments to
Moses on Monnt Sinai, with a strict injunction that it should
never be pronounced ; which is the truc name of the Most
High, handed down through successive ages by tradition,
from which many corruptions have spread among the na-
tions, as the Jupiter of the Romans, the Juba of the Moors,
&c. and which true name of the Deity is the word now lost
to master Masons, but found by those who enter the ninth
arch.

5th. The wonderful discovery of this ineffable name.
agreeably to the prophecies of Moses and of David, en-
graved on a triangular plate of gold, with the admiration
of kings Solomon and Hiram, at sight of the. ineffable
types ; and the still more wonderful fact that it was * pisible
i the temple, at the time St, Jerome flourished, written in
the ancient Samaritan characters,”

6th, T'he anmhilation of the subterrancous temple, and
the instantaneous destruction of the master Masons of
king Solomon’s temple, flesh and bone, so that not a relic
of them was left to soothe a friend, or to receive funeral
honours.

These pretensions seem to be made in contempt of com-
mon sense, and there are those who will be ready to think
they are made in contemptof Free Masonry ; to think that
these are not the genuine and unqualified pretensions of the
masonic institution ; and that, i in any degree connected
with the fraternity, it must be through weak brethren, and
extravagant Masons ; men who do not give, and ought not
to give, a character to the institution,  Heavenly charity
must have hitherto thrown this veil over their weakness.
It is my unpleasant duty to remove that veil, and to show
them in all their deformity ; to show that they are the so-
lemn and certified pretensions of the Masonic fraternity,
published by its ablest advocate, and sanctioned by its high-
st authorities,

“ A great Mason,” it will appear in the sequel, 1s an im-
possible thing ; but if ever man eould deserve that appella-
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tion, it was Col. Webb, Ofamiable manners and a virtuous
life, he devoted his time to Masonry ; he introduced greates
order into the lectures, and uniformity into the lodges; he
published many editions of his Monitor, the latter editions
being mmong the most valuable treatises upon Masonry ex-
tant.

He came with the highest masonie claims, to the second
post of honour in the masonic temple of the United States,
when De Witt Clinton attained the first, being made Deputy
(ieneral Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of North America, when that eminent politician
was made General Grand High Priest. The other posts of
lesser honour which fell to his lot, were some of them as
follows : Grand King and Grand Seribe of the Grand Royal
Areh Chapter of the Northern States; Past Master of
Temple Lodge, Albany; High Priest of the Providence
Royal Arch Chapter, &e., &e.

This is the Mason who has published these pretensions
to the world 3 from hig book 1 copy them ; a book prefaced

as follows

« Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the state of R. I.. Provi-
dence, July 7, A. L. 5802,

“ The subscribers having been appowmted a committee to
examine a publication by Companion Thomas S. Webb,
entitled, © The Free Mason's Momtor,” beg leave to re-
port, that having attended to the subject of thewr appomi-
ment, they are of opinion, that the said publication is re-
plete with useful masomic information, and is fully entitled
ta the sanction qf this Grand Chapter. [T omit the names

in eommiseration, |

T B N,
A
R 1
G g
LR A

* Wherewpon, resolved unanimouslyy that this Girand
hapter recommend the aforeseid work to the attention and
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study of all the members of the fratermty to whom the seme
may come. Extract from the records.
* * Grand Sec'y.”

What further proof can be desired?  And these preten-
sons are not only genuine, as coming from under the hand
of one whose reputation as a Mason is higher than that of
any other man in America, (the most puissant sovereigns of
8. C. not excepted,) whether before or after him, and as
being officially sanctioned by one of the highest, purest,
and most intelligent masonic associations in the United
States; but also as being commonly received, and, in their
mdistinct character, believed among Masons. Some intel-
hgent Masons take no pleasure in contemplating them, and
give them no place in their memory ; but surely these claims
have passed hitherto little disputed by any of the fraternity,
Masons do not generally hesitate to ascribe the origin of
the institution to the period when their greatest men, their
official papers, and their approved treatises, assert its be-
ginning. They do not scruple to teach the noviee, that
Enoch built two pillars, by which the knowledge of Ma-
sonry was preserved to the descendants of Noah ; to teach
that Moses had the true word of the master Mason mira-
culously revealed to him, which word was singularly lost
and found in the days of King Solomon, when there hap-
pened events important to be known, which are only known
to the Pree and Accepted Mason.

Why should not such tales pass current upon the lips of
ordinary Masous, when they are certified by the authorities
of Masonry !

Another highly approved Masonic work (as an edition
of 12,000 copies assures ug) contains the following : * Cer-
tain it is, that Free Masonry has been from the creation :
(though not under that name;) that it was a divine gifi
from God ; that there were but four Masons in the world
when the deluge happened; that one of the four, even the
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second son of Noah, was not master of the art,” &cc.—Mu-
some Minstrel, p. 337,

Free Masonry a divine gift from God! I have seen this
assertion in more Masonic works than one. It may be a
duty solemnly to charge the institution with this presump-
tuous claim, but not now ; and I return to say what so great
extravagance called me from saying, that while such claims
are boldly thrown out by the authorized publieations of the
fraternity, it can be no wonder that the same things are re-
peated and magnified by the herd of tongues. Hardie's
Monitor (p. 200.) mentions it as an important fact in maso-
ni¢ chronology, that “ during the forty years peregrination
of the Hebrews in the wilderness, it pleased the Divine
Architect to mspire with wisdom certain persons, who erect-
ed the glorions tabernacle in which the Sheckhinah (or Di-
vine Glory ) redided 5" and why should not 4 Free Mason say.
as Free Masons do say, that the tabernacle of Moses was
built by masonie art ; meaning such art as was then, and is
now, peculiar to Kree Masonry 7 Such pretensions are mon-
strous ; I present them, not for any pleasure they aflord.
but only to show that the proof of the genuineness of the
kind of pretensions already offered to the reader, is pain-
fully abundant ; is not confined to slanderous lips, but is
uniformly found in the records and papers of the Masonic
fraternity,

Individual Masons, were they charged with framing oi
maintaining these pretensions, might clear themselves.

They are not charged, bat the institution ; and who can
clear the institution? Its pages abound in these preten-
stons ; s ntes depend on them ; its superstructure is rased
on them ; its whole mystery is involved in them. = Free Ma-
sonry, and its pretensions, already named, with its unrea-
sonable ones yet to be named, cannot be separated ; take
them fromit, and it becomes a social elub, at best a charita-
ble association ; it 18 Free Masonry no longer. lIts mys
tery hag fled, its glory departed, its spirit sunk for ever
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Pake it with its pretensions, and it is certainly liable 10 great
objection : which is the very thing I set out to prove.

N.B. Thus far this work has been publicly read by
many of the fraternity, without a whisper of abjection to
its accuracy, Yet some of the brethren, men of mguisitive
mind and good information, treated the effort with little re-
spect ; and, by significant signs, required the writer to
atter proverbs upon fitler subjects.  1( is to be feared that.
i unitation of the 3568 ancient Masons, they have, in
their vexation, done that which will hasten the downfal of
the modern mystical temple; but our masters will fare
better, I hope, than those ancients; and be seen and heard
of long after the total annihilation of the visionary fabrie
of Free Masonry. Indeed, they have thisto comfort them.
that its walls, not like those of Enoch’s, are wholly built
of airy imaginations ; flesh and blood has nothing to feay
from their fall,
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CHAPTER Vil

We Kaoow lhee by Uiy apron winie

“ An architect to bhe -

We know thes by Lhy trdwel beigi:
Waellskilled m Mascary,”™

Tuk ancient pretensions of thas mstitution have been sul
ficiently discussed, to shew that Free Masonry is not im
pervious to objections,  Its armour of wonder has been
severely struck, and the reverberation is emptiness:  The
hand that gave the blow s not palsied ; and why should
the spirit faint 7 How many spears are sharpened for the
fight, cannot now be known ; but truly the pretensions of
Masonry have been hitherto as eggs that are lefi; and al-
though gathered i the open day, and in the face of the
aun, ** there was none that moved the wing, or opened the
mouth, or peeped,”

FExtraordinary pretensions excite suspicion ; solid meri
and real eéxcellence confide in their own powers of recom-
mendation, and avoid splendid professions.  The magnifi
cent pretensions of Masonry, like all braggarts, are cowards :
met boldly, they faint away ; there is no more spirit in them,

The world s full of falsehood, which ever conceals its
own name. Its tendency is not on that account the less
permicions.  Men may most imnocently imbibe and main-
tain wrang views ; yet not with inpunity : wrong opinions
tend to wrong conduet, and error, like poison, is poison still,
though taken by the unsuspecting.®

The subject of Free Masonry has distressed me.  Its pre-

e ——— e = — ——— = s r——
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tensions are so hollow, and its friends are so hearty ; jis
miysteries are so senseless, and its mmates are so discreet
its form is so mis-shapen, and its supporters are so confi-
dent, that I have been at a loss what to say of ity and now
find it impossible to do justice to my own views of the insti-
tution, without endangering the better sensibilities of our
nature. Masonry may perish, and I will not mourn, for it
is an ¢érror which Lies near to the hearts of thousands ; yet
the respeet which I cannot find it in my heart to pay the
mstitution for its own sake, | will cheerfully pay for the
suke of those who reverence it.  Many think it a very se-
rious and important concern, and | will not trifle with their
opmion. I will fearlessly avow my own convietions, as @
lover of truth ought to do, without indulging in mirth and
jest, and lightness of remark.

I will be serious. The objections I have to make, witl,
the rensons of them, shall be given plainly, candidly, and
kindly. 1 have to beg of my intelligent brethren to read
them in the saine spirit, and to decide as those who believe
that error is destructive of the best interests of society, and
that truth is the sole security both of our enjoyments and
ourhopes. | entreat those mto whose hands these sheets
may come, to form an opinion upon the subject, indepen-
dent of the prejudices and the fears of this generation. There
is a responsibility to conscience, a responsibility to the
world, and to posterity, and to a tribunal at which both
Masons and Christians must answer. We awe it to our-
selves, and to our final Judge, to maintain the truth for the
truth’s suke, confident that truth must finally prevail, and
desiring that it may the more speedily trivinp); through our
mstrumentality. .

I know that it is a new thing for n master Mason to ob-
jeet, in any great degree, to the character of the masonic
nstitution ; that Washington blessed the fraternity, and
Warren presided over the lodges ; that itis made to bestow
mercy upon the widow, humanity upon the selfish, and
civility upon the rde. Nevertheless, the institution is
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founded on crror, and mantamed by delusion ; and who.
believing so, would be its debtor? Who would not stand
alool from it?  Nay, who would not feel in duty bound to
lay hold of its timbers, and prostrate it to the ground!’
Reared by past ages, supported by the various interests
and prejudices of men, moulded into their language, and
manners, and habits of social miercourse, spread over the
nutions of the carth, and serving as .a common bond of
nnion among strangers and foreigners, it eannot be brough!
down by a feeble, or by an injudicious effort ; and its fall,
with all possible care to prevent i, will produce a violent
coneussion in the community, and may make a temporary
desolation around in its overthrow.,

Free Masonry in America 1s ke n bad system of govern-
ment in the hands of a virtuous administration ; its faults
are rendered nearly harmless by the purity of its magis-
trates, and its advantages are heightened by the integrity
of its supporters. . * Why disturh its opérations, then 7"
Becanse the good it seems to dois not its own, and will
not. disappear with the loss of Free Masenry ; because if
nims at toe much, quite misleading some, and darkening
the troth m many ; because it offess itself in the w ay of a
higher, nobler, brighter, holier, happier institution ; becaus
pretending to have descended from the skies, to be the
danghter of Heaven, * The =ift of God to the first Ma-
sons; * i does find a way, with iis very emptmess, to serve,
n many minds, ag a substitute for that glorious institution.
which ‘alone is heavenly and divine. Free Masonry peves
opposes Chnstinnity, or Mahomedanism, or idolatry, or any
such thing, 1t merely offers itsell in the place of either
of them, a¢ a clever thing to suit every body; and of:
fend none ; as a law which seeures to the faithiul peacs
an earth, and bliss in Heaven, of whatever name or nature.

r:r“ﬂ'inn i -dltwi'wliliiih-

Book af Const.op, 19, Hutchinson, p. €. of the Appendix, Calentt’s

Discpisitions, p. W, Preston, p. 109, Allin the same words,
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= Cliristians, and Jews, and Torks, and Pagans stand.
* One blended throng, one undistinguished band.”

I'shall not press this point now, but in due time, Men iu
this Christian Jand are not made better by their attendance
uport the instittions of Free Musonry ; and half the time,
devoted in the lodges and'in the lectures to senseless forms
and cercmomes, i’ onee devoted to the lectures, to the em-
blemsg, and to the heaven-born doctrines of Christianity.
would leave them but little relish for the table which the
lodges spread ; and so, also, the time spent in the lodges.
and in the vain repetitions of the order, neither fit the
mind, nor leave it room or relish for the gimple and una-
domed truths of the Gospel.

Nay. more. Men. taught by the books of Musonry that
this and that wonder were wrought by Heaven for Free
Magonry 3 and that the Most High did interest himself up-
on several occasions, personally, and often by his acknow-
ledged wervants, the patriarchs, the pmphcils,' and the apos-
tles, to ordain, préserve, and enlarge the Masonic institu-
tion; and finding Free Maiulﬂr}" itself to be f-ﬂiptﬂmﬁ and
vanity, are forced to regard all religious truth with less res-
pect and confidence. In this light T cannot but consider
the great pretensions of the institution, @ a contempt upon
the Most' High, and apon his chosen servants; for, if the
chaicest mon of the antediluvian world, Adam, and Enoch.
andl Noah; and thé holiest, the wisest, and the greatest
men since.the flood, Moses, and Solomon, and John Bap-
tist, together with the most beloved  Evangelist, were inte-
rested in empty Free Masonry as the institution represents
them, they must fail to be regarded in their teachings in the
holy scriptures, with that entire respett ‘and reverence
which is their due. IR

I have it in my mind, that thete are in the lodges cleroy -
men of every denomination, and of pure character:* this may

- S — Bl T —_—— e PR

* No exceplion unless m favour of the Quakars, wha, refusing an oatl.
ure refosed by the laws of Free Masnnry. '
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be proof to all of the apparent harmlessness of the w-
stitution.  But gentlemen Masons of all professions, will
find something new in this volume. Their avocations al-
low them no leisure for the researches necessary to form
any other than the common estimate of Masonry. What
15 good in the order they adorn, and what is bad they over-
look, and it is forgotten. They think and act as their fa-
thers have done in respect to Masonry, and push their in-
quinies after new -truth n a more grateful direction. To
them I cheerfully commend my labour, with full confidence
of a good degree of harmony in the entire abandonment
of the institution. They are eapable of examining, and
deciding rightly upon the subject: with them I leave it.
nothing doubting. But in large societies there must be
great varicties, and some will be found ready to adhere to
the nstitution after it is proved to be a frand ; will adhere
to it perhaps the more closely for its being a friend in need ;
a fraud detected, belonging to that class of men  who make it
a point of honour not to be disabused, and who had rather
full into a hundred errors than confess one.” But Free
Masonry has no more than. a fair proportion of such men.
[ts supporters are generally wise to discern, and candid to
acknowledge. To the consideration of itg “chosen ones. |
commend my labours, saying, beforchand, that my confi
dence in preparing these views for the public, is largely
founded upon the intelhigence of the fraternity ; and tha
ify n the end, their high estimate of the order remain un-
shaken; that if, in years to come, they will continue to
robe themselves in white aprons, with searlet scarfs and
airdles, to date their papers Anno Lueis, and to teach mo-
rality by the trowel, the plumb-line, and the mallet ; that if
they eontinue to present to the public taste, gorgeois pomyp
on occasions of humiliation, and to parade the uncouth
habits of grand high priest, and king, and scribe, he-
fore the faces of mourning relatives ; if’ these things, and
many more, continue to be countenanced by the wise, ho-
pnoured by the lenrped. and hallowed by the pious. then. be
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it known, that the humble writer of these pages 18 unequal
to the task of weighing Free Masonry in the balance of his
mind, and mistakes egregiously m his estimate of the un-
derstandings of men, and of the value of things.

CHAPTER VIl

' Grood, my lord,—

“ Bt when we in our own viciousness grow hard,

* (O, misery on’t!) the wise Gads seal our cyes ;

* Inour own filth drop our clear judgments; meke 1=
“ Adore our errors; laugh atus, while we strat

* Te our confusion."—Shakspeare.

Free Masoxry is what it will appear to be.  Masonry.
arany other eraft, may invent its own signs and distinctive
badges, and teach them too, without just canse of offence -
but if it can do no more than this, while it gravely claims a di-

vine original ;* professes to have infinite stores of knowledge.

* The roader will ask for authorities; and | give them plenteonsly, vach
in Kis own words

1. Musonry claims a divine origin.

“ Which ort (Masonry) the first Masons received from God.” B-.uuk ul
Constitutions, Mass, p. 19, Richards’ Proston, p. 100, Greeileafs Strict
Inquiry, p. 50. Free Mason’s Library, or Book of Const. of Maryland, p
10. Hutchinson's Spirit of Masotiry, p. 6. of the Appesdiz. Caleott’s
Disquisitions, p. 90. Allin the same words.

# Certain it js that Free Masonry was a divine gift from God.”  Ahima,
Rezon, p. 13. of the Preface. And Masonic Minstrel, p. 337, in the same
words.

“ Itis no seorct that Masonry is of divine origin.® Town's Speculative
Froe Maa. pp. 37, 175,

_—_s
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open 1o the gil'h:d mmined ; Prll-ﬁ"-i-i::ﬂﬁ Lo carry one mrnugh
almost every branch of polite learning,* discovering new
truths, and "beautifully embellishing those already known.]
when, i faet, it barely names the seiences, as a lure to
catch the gaze of the simple, and has no more to do with
science, as science, than with the Mohawk alphabet which
never had existence—it honestly deserves not the counte-
nance it receives; it ought to be abandoned by upright
inen.

Masonry is used to denunciations, but not from its own
members. It has somehow held the mimds, or at least the
tongues and pens of its members, under that restraint which
has permitted hardly a groan of disappointment to reach
the public ear. How itis possible so long and so effectually
to have imposed upon its own members, is diffienlt to be
coneceived.

I shall not, at this stage of the work, do more than poin
out the dificulty, that the reader may know I see it. In
the conclusion, both the writer and the reader will be better
able to. meet this difhiculty, and to answer the question, Mu-
sonry being a bag of ill wind, how have sensible men en
dured it go long ?

And here ot me, with all carefulness and sineenty, sepa-
rate Masons from Mnmmr}r + the members of the fra m”ﬁ“
from the nstitution itself, while T present Masonry within

* This supreme and divine Know uge being derved from 1lie Alnnghty
Ureator th Adam, its principles over sinee have heen, and still are, most sa-
redly proserved, and inviolably concealed.” Smith's Usp and Abuse of
Freo Masoary, p. 27

Haal, migity art ! Haul, graciotus sl of Heaven !

“ To nid mankind by oar Creator given.”—Hardee's Mo, p. U

Y Mombor, chap, 10. and Richards' Presion, p. 54 and 38, Hook ol
lf-mﬂih‘ltiuuﬁ of B. C. p. 62 Fron Mason's Librarv. or Book of Conste ol
Varyland, p, 165,

* Hook of Conat. of Mass. p. 121
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the lodges, m its trae light. Masons I honour : far be it from
me 1o speak in reproachfiul terms of the gentlemen who
compose our lodges. 1 owe them nothing but kindness, 1
bear them witness, so far as I have hatd opportunity to as-
sociato with them, that they nre candid and Just men, inca-
pable of being concerned in any known imposition ; men
liberdl, social, charitable; many of them eminent in the
state, bold in the battle-field, pious mn the mimistry ; men
amiable in private life, benefactors of their kind, my seniors
m age and i understanding. . If I could not charge Ma-
sonry without deeply implicating cither their judgment, or
mtegrity, or understanding, I would be the last man to
speak evil of it. T my present views of Masonry were
not consistent with a high regard for the brethren, I would
not pen them, I would not for a moment indulge them. |
would sooner distrust my clearest convictions of the shal-
lowness of Masenty, than doubt the sincerity; the purity.
and honesty of Masons. « Indeed, they generally believe it
what it pretends to be¥ they, making allowanee' for all
carthly imperfections, honestly believe in the great excel-
leney of the institution,

They as honestly believe it as the Papist does the infalli-
bility of the Pope, or the Musselman the Koran ; and, not-
withstanding ‘my séttled conviction of the infirmity of the
Pope, and the falsehood of Mahomet, I can entertain the
highest regard for the judgment, armiableness, and integrity
of Catholics and Musselmen.

Reader, can we not—do we not find it consistent with
the most enlightened understanding, and the highest order
of virtue and of talent, for individuals in dark ages, or un-
der the despotic power of government, education, or habit.
to live under strong delusion of fuith, without sensible Joss
of virtue or of light 7 I confess it would be vastly more

————

“ Afriend has marked this with 2 doubt: then the writer is fighting the
nir?  For the honour of human nature, I could wish that it wers =o.

6
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becoming in the writer, to suppose his own mund 1s under a
delusion, than to suppose the great Masonie body is hood-
winked. This consideration has not been wholly out of
sight, neither shall it be. We cannot change the com-
plexion nature has given; neither can | change, nor alto-
gether conceal, those opinions which have strengthened
with time, and enlarged with opportunity, to the distrust of
Free Masonry,

It 1s not a hitle embarrassing to one who would serve his
seneration in peace, to enter upon a work, which, if’ it
could fail, would cover hum with eonfusion, and expose him
through life to contumely ; and which, if it succeed, musi
triumph’ over an organized body of shrewd men, closely
connected throughout the country, and able to eoncert and
act together without all the responsibilities which attach to
mdividuals,  Some of the highest and ablest names in the
country, some most esteemed in the circle of private
friends, are to be gained to this enterprise, or long habits of
umphicit. belief i masonic testimony, will lead -them to
denounce the . work altogether. Enemies rise ups; but
truth, in the hands of the upright, s a spear whieh will find
the joints of their armour, and lay open to view the entire
anatomy 0f those who feed on error, and strengthen them-
selves with delusion,

While I proceed to examine the consisiency of Mason-
1y, as exhibited in the authonzed books of the order, with
the actual state of the art, as it exists in the lodges; if ai
any time 1 speak lightly of the empty trappings, of the
senscless ceremeonies, and the vain-glorious pretensions of
Masonry ; 1 hope to be acquitted of all intended disrespect
to * the general grand kings, thrice illustrious knights, and
sublime and perfect Masons,” who wear, who observe, and
who believe them. No offence 18 meant. The Quaker
may respect the soldier, while he laughs at lus tinsel and
finery; the citizen must admire the manly proportions,
and stately air of the fierce Sioux, while he ridicules his

mkling bells, and painted skip, and pelican feathers.
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| am to speak of Masonry as it is known i the lodges,
and not as it exists in the chapters, councils, encampments,
&e.  If the foundations are vanity, all that is built upon
them must be also vanity, equally hight, or the building
would fall.

The three first degrees lie at the foundation of the whole.
These I have never ceased to observe, to weigh, and to
distrust, during six years of favourable opportunity ; until
these views of the mstitution have, like ripened fruit, been
fully matured, and now naturally drop for the refreshment
of others,

This 1 say without the fear of man, that within the lodges,
for all its pretensions to be a science, or an art, of which
pretensions it makes many ; for all its pretensions to teach
the sciences, of which pretensions it makes many ; for all
its pretensions to be a mystery of mtrinsic value, of which
pretensions it makes many ; for all its pretensions to a di-
vine original, of which pretensions it makes many : the
Masonic institution is no better than will appear in the
sequel,

I come now to consider the claims of Free Masonry, set
jorth in a work entitled as follows:

“Anp (Gop samn, LET THERE HE LiGHT, AND THERE
WAS 45, AND THE LIGHT SHIKETH IN DARKNESS,

“ Constitutions of the ancient and honourable ﬁ:ﬂlﬂl’l’ﬂl’j
of Free and Accepted Masons, collected and digested from
their old records, faithful traditions, and lodge books. For
the use of the lodges. Together with the history and ge.
neral regulations of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

“ Compiled by the Rev. s A. M. Member of the
Mass, His. Soe. and Chaplain to the Grand Lodge of
Mass.

h —
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** Brethren, submit yourselves unto_such, and to every
une that -helpeth withus and laboureth., —8t, Paul.

“Second edition ; revised and corrected, with large addi-
tions.  Published under the sanction of the {'Erﬂmi-erlge.

“ Printed at Worcester, Mass,, by Drother
Chnstian era, 1798 ; in the year of Light, 5798.”

, i the

“ To the Grand Lodge of Massachusetis.

* Your commttec having deliberately examined the Book
of Constitutions presented by the Grand Chaplain, agreea-
bly to your appointment, do approve of the said Book of
Constitutions in all its parts, and do recommend it {or your
approbation. [Five signatures, and among them Doctors
of Divinity and of Laws,]

“ Baston, 256th June, 5798,

i L. B Fl
I Fallow Woasan. §

“Taall the ﬁ‘:!ll_'l'l'tlll}-' of Free and ﬂl'f‘u]ﬂﬂff Masons, the
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens
tor the Commonwealth of Muassachusetts, sendeth Greeting.

“ Whereas the Grand Lodge, in ample form assembled,
on the 17th day of January, 5798, did appoint our Rev.
Brother ———, Grand Chapluin, to revise and prepare «
new editton of the Book. of Constitutions : and the com-
mittee who were empowered for that purpose, have exa

“HANCTION,

mined and reported their approbation of the following
work ; we, therefore, authorized by a vote of the Grand
Lodge, do, in thewr behalf] direct the same to be used in all
the Lodges within our jurisdiction, and we recommend it 1o
all other Brethren. Given under our hands, and the seal
of the Grand Lodge, at Boston, Jude ¥5th, 5798." [Sign
ed by all the grand officers, T spare their names. |

This is a quarto volume of 288 pages, of which 21 arc
devoted to antiquities, prinfed m the ancient black letter,
for no good reason. that T enn coneeive. unless it be with »
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view to a worthy maxim of the dark ages, “Omne igno-
tum €8t pro magnifico.” Every secret is a wonder.

The antiquities are copies of eight pretended ancient
manuseripts ; the most important one I give at full length.
It as

No, “VL» (page 15.)

* A manuscript copy of an examination of some of the
brotherhood, taken before king Henry VI. was found by
the lewrned John Locke, in the Bodleian library, This dia-
logue possesses a double claim 1o our regard ; first, for its
anuquity, and next, for the ingenious notes and conjectures
of Mr. Locke upon it; some of which we have retained.
The approbation of a philosopher of as great merit and
penetration as’the British nation ever produced, added to
the real value of the piece itself, must give it a sanction,
and render it deserving a serious and candid examination,

The “sanction™ it has, is the seal of the grand lodge.
lts “real value we will examine, “ seriously,” if we can,

It is written in the black letter, and antique style, which
style I will follow through the caption, and afterwards aim
chiefly at the sense. Many of the words are obsolete, but
a glossary at the end explains them.

*Certayne questyons, with answeres to the same, con-
cernynge the mystery of Maconrye, writtenne by the hande
of kynge Henrye the Sixthe of the name, and faythfullye
copyed by me Johan Leylande, Antiquarius, by the com-
mand of his Highnesse,

“They be as followeth :

“ Ques. What mote vit be /

“Ans. It becth the skill of natu e, the understanding of
the might that is therein, and its sundry workings, particu-
larly the skill of members, of weights, and measures, and
the true manner of formingall things for man’s use, chiefly
dwellings, and buildings of all kinds, and all other thines
that make good to man.

“ Ques, Wher dyd ytt beginne ?

“Ans, It did begin with the first men in the East. whieh

. e
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were before the first men in the West, and coming westly
it hath browght herewith all rm;.-_ﬁ;rr.s: to the wild and com-
fortless.

* Ques. Who dyd brynge it westlye !

* Ans. The Venetians,* who being great merchants, com-
ed first from the East in Venetia, for the commodity of
merchandizing both East and West by the Red and Mid-
dleland seas,

“ Ques, How comed ytt yn Englande ?

“ Ans. Peter Gower,t a Grecian, journied for econmng in
Egypt, and in Syria, and in every land where the Venetians
had planted Masonry; and winmng entrance into all
lodges of Masons, he learned much, and returned and dwelt
in Grecin Magna ; watching and becoming a mighty wise-
acre, and greatly renowned, and here he framed a great
lodge at Groton, (Crotonn. Mr. Locke,) and maked many
Masons; wherefrom, in process of time, the art’ passed into
England.

w Ques, Do the Maconnes descour theip arts wnto others

“ Ans. [ls at some length, in the negative. |

“ Quues, What artes haveth the Maconnes techedde man-
kynde?

“ Ang. The arts, Arricultura, Arclitectura, Astronomiu.
(zeometria, Numeres, Musica, Poesia, Kymistria, Govern-
ment, and Relyeoyonne.

“Ques. How come the Maconnes more teachers than
odher menne !

“ Ans. They, themselees only, have the art of finding out
new arts, which art the first Masons received from God :
by which they find what arts they please, and the tru
way of teaching the same.  What other men do find owt is
only by chance, and therefore but little, I trow.

* A note, imputed to Mr, Locke, supposes this should read Phenicions,
r Another nete, imputed to Mr. Locke, supposes this Peter Gower was n
ther than Pvthagoras,
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[ As this answer is one thing “ of real value" in the piece,
and 15 50 monstrous a pretension as to defy eredulity itself, |
will give it in the genuine text, excopting only the black let-
ter.] * Ans. They hemselfe haveth allien the arte of fynd-
ynge newe arts, whyche art the fyrst Maconnes receaved
from Godde ; by whyche they fyndeth whatte arts hem ple-
seth, and the trew way of techynge the same. What
odher menne doeth fiynde out ys onelyche by chance, and
herefore but itel I tro.™ [Allien and onelyche are defined
m the glossary accompanying the antiquity. But to pro-
ceed. ] . _ | .

“ Ques. What dothe the Maconnes conceale and hyde !

“* Ans. They conceal the art of finding out new arts, and
that s for their own profit and honour. They conceal the
art of keepmg secrets, that so the world may conceal noth-
mg from them. They conceal the art of wonderaworking.
and of foresaying things to come, that so the same arts may
not be used of, the wicked to an evil end. ‘I'hey also con-
coul the art of transmutation of metals, the way of win-
ning: the faculty of magic, the skill of becoming good
and perfect without the helpings of fear and hope ;* and
the universal language of Maconnes."

This is enough, “T trow.” No wonder Mr. Locke, in
admiration of the old paper, determined to join the frater-
nity mmmediately. Masonic tradition does not inform us
whether he lived to execute his generous purpose.

Four short and unimportant answers remain.

"This story of Peter Gower is sufficiently monstrous to
make a candid reader doubt, whether the grand officers of
a grand lodge, with the grand chaplain for their guide.
could have set their seals to its authority ; but they have;
and now let Free Masonry answer it.  Let the art of fore-

¥ % A Deity believed, will nought avail ;
* Rewards, and punishments make God adored ;
* And hopes, and fears, give conscience all her power.”

_—-—_
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saying things, loresee the peril of 1ts situation ; let the art
of finding out new arts, find out a way of escape from the
overwhelming weight of its own pretensions; let the arl
which was given to the first Masons by some God, prepare
to return to its God ; its mortal career must be drawing toa
close. No institution in this age can sustain claims so
monstrous, though made in black letter.

The Book of Constitutions does not say this story was
published to impose on the weak ; does not say that the
men who copied and published it in that solemn and official
manner, did not believe one word of its wonders ; does not
say that it is an abomination to the truth, a scandal npon
common sense, a foul blot attempted to be fixed on the
escutcheon of Free Masonry 3 no such thing ; but the Book
of Constitutions relates it with perfeet gravity, with a re-
commendatory preface, and with explanatory notes!

The same is published in the F. M. Library, with the
sanction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland.—F. M.. L.
p. 10,

Then the common Mason may, the multitude of Masons
must, helieve that Free Masons do, indeed, have possession
of the keys of knowledge, of the art of arts, and they only
want time and capacity to investigate the mysteries, to
search through the dark vau'ts of the masonic temple, and
accumulate treasures of wisdom above all other men.
How often have I heard them individually sorrow for time
to study these things that they might understand them bet-
ter! O, that they knew as much of the mystery. as this
man and that, whose superior education and studious lei-
sure permit him to become acquainted with the whole se-
cret, and exalt him in eommon fame to the elevation of “ o
great Mason!" Poor fellows; how can it be otherwise?

These pretensions appear as unreasonable to the conmmon
mason, as to the reader; they are, however, sealed with the
great seals of the grand lodges, and sanctioned by the ofhi-
cial signatures of great men and Masons, and must be re-
ceived h_'l-" the lesg -infnrmvfl with dine enbmig=ion to thosc
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who are set over them in the work of the lodges. * Bre-
thren, submut yourselves unto such,” dee,

But this story is not locked up in the lodge room with the
Book of Consfitutions, nor in the breasts of great Ma-
sons ;" if it were so, its harm would be incaleulable, though
much less than when it is published in a popular form, and
finds access to the very mind, It is published, with slight
variations, in one of the most popular masonic works of
the age, Hardie's Monitor, in a plain type, with every sanc-
tion and circumstance calculated to impress the reader
with the belief both of the genuineness of the manuseript.
and of Mr. Locke’s notes; and, what is more, of the fair-
ness of the conclusion of that great philosopher and good
man, that Masonry was a wonder worthy of his eager in-
vestigation,

It is published, also, with particular zeal by Mr, Hutehiu-
son, under the sanction of the Grand Lodge of England,
and-by Caleott, and by the renowned Master of the Lodge
of Antiquity, Mr. William Preston,

I wipe my hands of this, as well as the other erroneous
pretensions of Masonry. Humble as an individual brother
may be, I'eannot consent for a day to have my name quoted
us one that belongs to a society, under its publie seal up-
holding pretensions so abhorrent to truth and to piety, as
are contained in this authenticated manuscript.

Conscience directs, and the world will uphaold, this cause.
Masons themselves will follow it, when once they have
coolly examined, and find that all these things are word for
word, without gloss or redeeming comment, in the Book of
Constitutions. ™

* The Free Mason's Library, from p. 8. to 14, contains this same dis-
graceful paper, word for werd, as given in the Book of Constitutions of
Massachusetts, a paper which the great Clinton, in his unfortunate attach.
ment to Masonry, condescends to name withoutl a word of disapprobation :
“ Thw celebrated philosopher, John Locke, was much struck with a manu-

]
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IHE FREE MASON 8 LIBRARY,
* Sanction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland.

* Whereas, by a resolution of the Grand Lodge of Ma
ryland, brothers [five. 1 pity the names | were appointed a
committee to superintend the publication of a new edition
of the Ahiman Rezon, proposed to be published by bro-
ther Samuel ,under the title of the Free Mason’s Libra-
ry, and to give the same the sanction of the Grand Lodge :

“ Be it known, that said committee, having examined
saiel work, do find it in every respect worthy of the sanction
of the Gramd Lodge, and, consequently, recommend #t to all

Masons az a fathfild zude.

& e X

= £ -
iy Coommittee.”

* F

seript of Henry VI. King of England, deposited in the Bodleian Librar
It iwin the form of Questions and Answers,” &c.—Clinfon’s Farewell Ad
dress (o the Grand Lodee of New-York, A, D. 1525,

0, how little does a great man become, by becoming 2 great Magon
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CHAPTER IX.

* To promise is most courtly and fashionable; performance is a kind of

will or testament, which argues a great sickness in his judgment that makes
i =—=Shakspeare.

Now, let it be understood, that the book from which 1
quote is one within my degree, No grand lodge has am
thing to do with Masonry above the master’s degree.
The grand lodge is a convention of delegates from the
lodges of Master Masons, and these lodges are never open-
ed on any degree higher than the third.* A Royal Arch
Mason may be in the lodge, and also ropresent the lodge in
the grand lodge, but never can do cither in any other capa-
city than as a Master Mason ; therefore the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts, in its Book of Constitutions, addresses
men and masters from its own stair, the third degree, and
thus it speaks :—p. 33.

“ Before we enter upon the duties of the operative mason.
in the various offices to which he may be called in the lodge,
it 1s proper to give some account of what is absolutely re-
quisite in all who aspire to partake of the sublime honours
of those who are duly initiated into the mysteries, and in-
structed in the art of ancient Masonry,”

Thereby msinuating that Masonry has “ sublime ho-
nours,” and valuable mysteries within the gift of the Grand
l.odge ; we shall see,

It proceeds: “ Whosoever from love of knowledge, in-
terest, or curiosity, desires to be a mason,” &c., intimating
that a love of knowledge may properly lead one to the door

-

P

* Vide F, M. L. p. 231
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of the lodge. I accordance with this, the candidate, pr-
vious to his Ihh'mIIH'iinn into the lﬁvl.'f;’zl-. must subscribe
declaration, from which the following extract is taken:
(page 4.)

“ I, A. B., do s riously declare, upon my honour, that |
voluntanly offer mysell’ a candidate for the mysteries of
FFree Masonry ; that | am solely prompted by a favourable
opinion conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge,
and a sincere wish to be serviceable to my fellow creatures.”

We shall see the knowledge he acquires, of which he is
mide belorehand to confess his expectation.

Page 43, Describing the constituent parts of a lodge, and
the numbers necessary to constitute a lodge, il 13 written :
*more than forty or filty are found inconvenient for work-
g to advantages™ that is, as if masons had some profitable
and instructive labour to perform, when they meet in lodges ;
we shall see what working means.

Again, pages 44 and 45. One of the master's duties is to

ake care that no apprentice, or fellow eraft, be taken into
lus house, or lodge, unless he has sufficient employment for
hin, and finds him duly qualified for learning and undes-
standing the sublime mysteries of the art. Thus shall ap-
prentices be admitted upon farther improvement, as fellow
crafts 3 and in due time be raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason.” Sublime mysteries of the sublime degree
of Master Mason! We shall see,

Page 33— Of working.”—* All masons should work

1
|

futhfully and hon stly. All the working hours appointed

by law, or confirmed I_I:!. custom, are to be siretly ob-

served,” Working again! Think you what working
means | Building temples! Perhaps an idea of it can be
givien without impropriety, but not now. Pﬂgv i 18 the

lorm of a warrant from the Grand Lodge; authorizing a
"'HI-HI'I“H.I:I' to work. with power ™ o receive and cntel
'-IEI;:l'l.-m'l:'r-.-:1 Jrivss fellow craftts, and Tilise T‘i!:i.uF'-r _"l,fm-unr-;

alsn, to make choice of a master, wardens, and other

ofliee I'-'"-'"‘Fw'. :ullrnl:i]f_'f. or otherwise, as thev shall se
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cause ; 1o receive and colleet funds for the relief of poor
and distressed brethren, their widows or children ; and, in
general, to transact all matters relating to Masonry, which
may to them appearto be for the good of the craft. accord-
g to the ancient usages and eustoms of Masons.™ T give
this, because it embraces in the words of authority, the
whole business of our lodges, :

Page 83. Subject, Installation of officers. - Grand Mas-
ter asks the Dep. Grand Master, Have you examined the
master nominated in the warrant, and do you find him well
skilled in the science of Masonry 1" The science of Mason-
ry | that is the thing not to be forgotten.

The.following chapter is transcribed entire, for the ho-
nourable testimony it bears to the masonic character of «
Master Mason; and the conviction ecarried through the
whole chapter, that amaster may speak ns one that knows,
und teach as one that understands, what Free Masonry is,

Page 121. “The Government of the Fratern ty explained.
The mode of government observed by the Fraternity, will
best explain the importanee of Masonry, und give a true idea
of its nature and design,

*Three classes are generally admitted, under different
appellations,

* The privileges of each class are distinet and particular:
means are adopted fo preserve those privileges to the just
and mentorious. Honour and probity are recommenda-
tions to the first class, in which the practice of virtue IS er1-
forced, and the duties of morality are inculeated, while the
mind is prepared for social converse, and a regular progrese
in the prineiples of knowledge and philosophy,

* Diligence, assiduity, and application, are qualifications
for the second classs in which an aoccwrate elucidation of
science, both in theory and practice, is given ; human reason
is cultivated by a due exertion of our rational powers and
faculties, nice and difficult theories are explained, new dis.
coveries produced, and those already known beautifully em-
bellighed.
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“ The third class (Master Masons) 15 contined o a select-
ed few, whom truth and fidelity have distinguished, whom
years and experience have improved, and whom merit and
abilives have entitled to preferment. With whom the an-
cient landmarks of the order are preserved, and from whom
we learn and practice those necessary and instructive les-
sons, which at once dignify the ar:, and qualify its nume-
rous professors to ilustrate and explain its excellence and
utility.

“ This is the established mode of our government, when
we act in conformity to our rules. By tlus judicious ar-
rangement, true friendship 18 cultivated among different
ranks and degrees of men, while hospitality is promoted.
industry rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.”

While copying, I exclaim, is it possible that I am a Mas-
ter Mason! that I have been made even a fellow craft, to

receive * an accurate clucidation of science both in theory
and practice ! have I received the explanation of the nice
and difficult theories ; also, the new discoveries and the beau-
tiful embellishments of those truths already discovered, all
which things, it seems, are conferred in the second degree !
And what a wonder that they are now entirely forgotten !
[t is some comfort, under the loss, to know that I am re-
ceived among that selected few, who, having been presented
with all that the second degree has to give, and being dis-
tinguished for truth and fidelity, enjoy the preferment, to
which they are by therr merit and abilities entitled, wao
ARE QUALIFIED TO ILLUSTRATE AND EXPLAIN THE EXCEL-

LENCE OF THE ORDER, AND 1TS UTILITY.

[ attempt only m my way; and if a master can do this,
as the Grand Lodge here certify, the writer may ; and thus
18 his view of “ the order:" that excellence and utility are
to be named in connexion with the gentlemen of the order
only ; that the nstitution itself = a whited sepulchre. full
of loathsome decay and dead men’s bones.,
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CHAPTER X.

“The painting is almost the natural wau ;
“ For since dishonour trafficks with man’s natare,
* Heis but outside : these pencilled figures are
* Even such as they give out."”
Timon of Athens

Ly further illustrating the pretensions of Masonry, with a
character for ability certified by the Grand Lodge, and the
Book of Constitutions of Massachusetts, I take up * the true
Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Monitor, contaming all the
emblems explained in the degrees of an Entered Apprentice.
Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master.
Most Excellent Master, Royal Arch, Royal Master, and
Select Master. Designed and duly wrranged, agreeable to
the Lectures, by R. W. Jeremy L. Cross, G. L. To which
are added, Illustrations, Charges, Songs, &e. Third edi-
tion, with additions and emendations. F, G. Woodward &
Co. New-Haven. 1824.”

This work is dedicated “to the officers of the General
Grand Chapter of the United States of Ameriea,” and is
furnished with the following print

Adam crowns the temple, holding a ring, the emblem of
cternity, in his hand. This would seem to signify that Ma-
sonry began with Adam, and that my labour is vain.

Enoch stands on the right hand, a little below, with the
golden triangle in his hand, on which he inscribed the in-
eflable characters, the xane of Masonry, * still visible in the
temple in St, Jerome’s time, written in the ancient Samarita,
characters ;* and this triangle he deposited in the bor.
tom of the ninth arch of his subterraneous temple.*

* New-York edition of Webb’s Monitor. P 245 to D,
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On the left of Adam, opposite to Enoch, is Noah, with :
square in his hand, with which he, as @ Mason, bult the
ark ; whereby the race of man was preserved upon the
earth.

“Holiness to the Lord,” is inscribed upon the Masons’
arms, at the feet of Adam.

Within the prostyle stand, on the right, Hiram of Tyre,
Solomon, and Hiram Abiff, the three gf;lj1d masters of an-
cient Masoury ; and on the left stand Zerubbabel, Joshua,
and Haggni, builders of the second temple, whose connex-
ion with Masonry is in the Royal Arch.

Below these, outside of the Prostyle, on the right hand,
1 Shem, Ham, and Japhet; all Masons by tradition, and
the fathers of the present family of man. But Ham.
does not deservedly oceupy so exalted & place in the tem-
ple of Masonry s for, * * certain it is, that the second son
of Noah was not master of the art.,” [ Mas. Min. 337,
Aleman Rezon, p. 13, of Prefuce.] Herod’s name might
be proposed as a substitute, * an excellent grand master.”
| Hardie’s Monstor, p. 204.] Opposite to Shem, Ham, and
Japhet, are placed Moses, Aholiab, and Bezaleel,

Now, this comes of one of the most monstrous pretensions
of Free Masonry. Moses, by particular direction, built & ta-
bernacle to the Lord, God lnmsell directing in the minutest
partg, the sockets, the taches, and the curtains, * And
Moses said unto the children of Israel, ( Fir. xxxv. 30.) see,
the Lord hath called by name Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah ; and hath filled him with
the spirit of God, m wisdom, in understanding, and m
knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, and to de-
vise curious works; to work in gold, and in silver, and n
brass, and in the cutting of stones to set them, and in the

carving of wood to make any manner of cunng work.
And he hath put in lus heart that he may teach, both he
and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.
Them hath he filled with wisdom of heart to work all man-
ner of work of the engraver. and of the cunning work of
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mian, and of the embroiderer.”™  And all this we are led to
helieve is Free Masonry | Even that the Most High gave
them a knowledge of cunning work, which has been re-
twned among the fratermity to the present day! It is not
convenient for me to express the feeling which so great
presumption inspires.  The claim to any of the fathers of
the human race, or of these fathers in Israel, and to all
knowledge denived from them, is wicked and unfounded,
and not to be endured.

The names of the General Grand Officers of the Gene-
ral Grand Chapter of the United States, inscribed upon the
nine stairs of the Prostyle, are all true and worthy, and are
here found in excellent company.

Next follows the recommendations of the chart.

“To the fratemnity of Free and Accepted Masons
throughout the United States of North America, Greeting:

“ Know ye, that we, the undersigned, having duly ex-
amined our worthy companion, Jeremy L. Cross, do find
him well gkilled, and correct in the lectures and mode of
working in the three first degrees of ancient Free Mason-
riy, as received, sanctioned, and directed to be taught by the
several Grand Lodges of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New-York and New-
lersey.—We do, therefore, cheerfully recommend him as
lully competent to teach the same. Witness our hands.
M. E. and Hon. (I pity the name.) G. G, H. P. of the Gen.
Girand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame-
ricn, also Grand Master-of the Grand Lodge of New-
York.”

It would amuse the reader to speculate upon the grand
deputies and their oppressive titles ; the grand kings, and
grand masters, and grand wardens, which, to the number
of eighteen, from eight different states, follow in column

e

* F. M. Library, p. 247. a part of this passage is quoted, to be read in
the ceremonial of the R. A. degree.

8
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after their most excellent, honourable and grand file-leader.
The names and the titles in |f.:|lpi'llll.-=. oCcupy a page, not-
withstanding all the abbreviations ; e. z. M. E. John Snow,
G. G. Kmgof the G. G. R. A. C.of the U. 8. A.; also,G.
[1. Priest of the Grand Chapter of Ohio. Truly, they are
“stuck o’er with titles™ to such a degree, that their worthy
names are quite overwhelmed with the burden of honours.

Agam. * We, the undersigned, officers of the General
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Ame-
reda, Do ArPROVE AND RECOMMESD ¢ The True Masonic
Chart’ as entitled to the use and attention of the craft.”

lere follow their most excellent names, and generud
srand honours, eight in number.

Again,  * Extract from the proceedings of the Most
Worshiptul Grand Lodge of Connecticut, May, A. I
DE),

* Resouvep, that this Grand Lodge approve of the Maso-
nie. Chart published by Brother Jeremy L. Cross, and re-
commend 1t to be used ag a masonic text book in all the
lodges working under this jurisdiction.

* A true copy from the minutes,
% Aftegt, * * G, See,”

[ 'T'he reader will see the name in the Chart. ]

Sull another is given in the original, but enough is here
to show the authenticity of the work as a masonic record

We will see what it testifies,

The first twenty-four pages are filled with the emblems
of Masonry on the three first degrees, all which | have the
honour to understand, and can witness to their weneral
harmlessness and moral tendency, Example. A earpenter’s
square in the chart, is thus explained in the Monitor : < [{ en.
ables the artist to form and fashion his works, and teaches us
symbolically to form and fashion our lives. It is an emblem
of morality, and instructs us in that most important moral
obligation, to do as we would be done unto, and to live
“wpon theswquare with all mankind.” This is all very well,
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it it did not pretend 1o be divine ; very well for those who
like its for myself, I am glad to huve been reminded of the
golden rule by all means ; and, il some find a carpenter’s
square a good means to call it up to their mind, let them
paper their walls with squares, and * act honestly upon the
square,” without pretending any mystery in it, any Free
Masonry init. In that hes the fault. The emblems are
most of them well enough, considered merely as em-
blems ; and, although they fail of affecting deeply the con-
scienee, those who find them good are welcome to them,
claiming them only as emblems, and not as the mysterious
characters and dark hieroglyphics of a divine and * mys-
terious science,”—an art *“ which the first Masons re-
ceived from God.” 1 say mostof them are well enough,
for I do not think they all are ; for instance, the explanation
of the lamb skin, or white leather apron: it is given thus
in Hardie’'s Monitor, p. 140. |

“The lamb has been in all ages considered as an emblem
of innocence and of peace. The Lamb of G od who taketh
away the sins of the world, will grant to those who put their
trust in him, his peace. He, therefore, who wears the lamb
skin as a badge of Masonry, is thereby reminded of that pu-
rity of life and conversation, which it is absolutely necessary
for them to observe, who expect to be admitted into the
Grand Lodge above; where, under the precedency of the
Grand Master of heaven and earth, they will for ever enjoy
those pleasures which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,” &c.

“‘This lamb skin, or white apron, the person intiated is
told, is more ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman
eagle, more honourable than the star and garter, or any
other order which could be conferred upon him, then, or at
any time thereafter, by king, prince, potentate, or any other
person, except he be a Mason 3 and which every one ought
1o wear with equal honour to himself, and to the fraternity,”

— Hardie’s Mon. chap. 17. p. 141.
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A white apron is a very innoeent thing in stself, and if one
can learn purity of life from it, let him wear it by night and
by day.

But this disposition to draw in the Lamb that taketh away
sin, 1o the support of Masonry ; and to call Heaven's Ma-
jesty by the heathenish names of a secret society; and to
set the pleasures which God has prepared for those that
love him, before cold morahsts in damask aprons, deserves
reproof ; | cannot away with it. The bragging which fol-
lows, that this white apron is more honourable than any
thing in the gift of kings, or princes, or people.is too child.
ish to move indignation.

# Lot coxcombs grin, and critics snoer,
% While we are blithe and jolly ;
“ Lot fops despise the batdge we wear,
“We lnugh at all their felly.™
Prestony Lon., od. 1792, p. 306,

The moral attached to these emblems, s not ofien re-
bearsed n the lodge; very seldom. How impressively,
when it 1s done, let Masons decide. It is & vain atte -luiﬂ
to feed the immortal mind with chaff for bread : to incul-
cate a never dying hope on the sandy foundation of self:
righteousness ; to prepare men for the retributions of eter-
nity, by the morality of a temporal law, and thus to plant
itself in the way of the true faith, and to turn men aside
from the sure hope, the bright realities, and the searching
doctrines of the gospel. '
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CHAPTER XI.

“ Mark you this, Bassanio,

“The devil can quote seripture for his purpose,
“ An evil soul, producing holy witness,

“Is like a villain with & emiling cheek ;

“ A goodly apple, rotten at the heart.
“ 0, what a goodly outside falschood hath!®

Merch. of Feniee.

| come next to sixteen pages of hieroglyphies in Royal
Arch Masonry. These it belongs not to a Master Mason 1o
explain; but their extraordinary character will not suffer
me to pass them unnoticed. 'The tabernacle of the Lord
built by Moses, and its utensils ; the ark of the covenant and
its contents; the pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded,
and the two tables of the law; the cherubim over the
mercy seat ; the table of show bread, the altar. the golden
candlestick, the pot of incense, and the pontifical garments,
consecrated by the Most High to his own peculiar service
in the family of Aaron; constitute three fifths of the em-
hlems in Royal Arch Masonry !

While Masonry confines itself, as it does for the most
part in the three first degrees, to compasses, plumb. [ines,
setting malls, scythes, bee hives, &e, &o. no fanlt can be
found with the emblems, but only with the explanations of
them ; if such simple tools will preach morality to rational
creatures, it is harmless at least ; but when men take the
things of the Most High, dedicated to his service, and use
them as emblems of a mystical science, put they what ey
planation upon the emblems they may, the mind reyolis
from the sacnlege,

Free Masonry is welcome to a trowel and a twenty-four
mch gauge. or two foot rule ;: but not to the holy bible. not
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to the tabernacle and to the mercy seat, in which the glory
of the Highest dwelt, not to the tables of the covenant, not
to the altar and golden candlestick, not to the consecrated
garments of the Levitical priesthood, all which she assumes.
Masonry has, properly, nothing to do with these things;
she cannot use them without ﬂ:‘l;’.'r'lll'.‘}l’f.h Masonry may with
equal justice take for her emblems, the awful representi-
tions of the Apocalypse; the seven trumpets, the seven
viils, the river of water of life, and the new Jerusalem, and
the throne of God!

Masonry has, properly, notlang to do with any of these
things ; and to represent it otherwise, is fearful. When
Mr. Cross, the grand lecturer, gives Moses with his flocks,
covering his eyes on the holy ground before the Lord in the
bush which burned and consumed not; and when this em-
blem is sanctioned by the most excellent names of the fra-
ternity, the impression conveyed, and imtended to be con-
veyed, is, that Free Masonry has some interesting connea-
ion, to say the least, with that portentous event.* It does
not become a muster to speak as though he knew the se-
crets of the Royal Archs but it is proper for him to speak
as one who knows the art of which he has by proper au-
thorities been entitled a master ; und as a lawtully consti-
tuted master of the art of Free Masonry, 1 declare my tho-
rough conviction, that Free Masonry has no more legitimate
connexion with Moses and the burning bush, than it has
with the seven trumpets of the Apocalypse ; that it has no
more nightful claim to the tabernacle and its utensils, than
to the Chnstian sacraments for emblems. The use of
common utensils for emblems is harmless, if the thing sig-
nified be innocent ; the use of things holy in the same way,
i« an abuse of them not justifiable on any conceivable ex.

planation.
Therefore it 1=, that I am indignant to see the Holy of

———— —_—

*The F. M. Libeary quotes the account from Ex, 1. 1—4, to be read in

ho ceremonial of this degree, p. 241.
' Poesibly the higher degrees spare not the sacruments: the following
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Holies i the ancient dispensation of the Church, set fortl,
in dumb show among the common implements of a me.
chanic art, as the emblems of a mystical science. These
solemn remembrancers of God's visible presence, and of
the displays of his righteous judgments and pardoning mer-
cies, to the chosen but rebellious sons of Jacob, are gravely
trifled with, when made to serve in the workshop of a Free
Mason, use them as he may. I eannot endure it, that an in-
stitution, which, as far as I have known i, is o perfeet Te-
KEL, should endeavour to compensate for its emptiness, by
wresting the characters of the patriarchs to its support ;
that an institution which, to the end of the degree it calls
sublime, is, in my sober judgment, very ridiculous, both in
s rights and ceremonies, should, for the greater sanctity.
draw mto its use in the higher degrees, the most solemn
events and sacred furniture of the ancient church.

When Masonry answers it, it will be with her life.

The destruction of Jerusalem, the plan of Babylon, and
the maps of those ancient countries, are all free to the fra-
termty. If it can draw wisdom from such emblems. it is
well: there is nothmg n the sight of a burning city, and
captive train, &c. &c. that may not be turned to a good
account ; so these the Royal Arch may have, together with
its claw hammer, key, and barn shovel. But that triangle
of Enoch’s, so ofien presented 1o view, giving a splendid
light in the darkness of the deep arches the moment

is extensively circulated, and may be genuine Christianity to the exalted
Mason ; but to the humble master, it js simple blasphemy, Deseribing his
aseent in the higher degrees, one says of the lattor he bad taken: 1 be-
came a pilgrim, travolled to the awful dome of the K. T. and sued for
admittance. | gained it, trod the paths of my Redosmer, drank the bitter
enupy was crucified with him, and triomphbed over death and hell.® This i
admitted into the prefice of the Free Mason's Library, p. 7, with marked
approbation.

See Webb's gecount of the Inefiable Degrees, for the Masonic form of
the Sacrament of the Bupper. Presenting the bread and the wing to the
candidate, the Mast Perfeet says: “ Eat of this bread with me, and drmk
of thesame cup,” &e.~Free Mason’s Monitor, New-York, 1802, P 262.
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the taper was extinguished, and claumag to bave a name
known only to these to whom it 15 masonically given;
and that pame, o, the only true name of Heaven's Su-
preme,” vigible in the temple in St Jerome’s time, written
in the ancient Samarnitan characters ; that tnangle, mnocent
enough in itsell, is a very monster in its pretensions. I do
not make the Reoyal Arch welcome to any ﬂling but the
tricmgle. 1 protest with my might against its having the
ineffable name, “ handed down 1hrm1g'i'n successive ages by
tradition.” [p. 19, 0f this vel.

“Om it may be found what exalts kigh our fame,
w If rightly decipliered, n mystical nanie.”

Here I take my leave of the emblems, and open the vo-
lume at the first step of Masonry, or ¥ Entered Apprentice’s
Degree,”

What first would catch the attention of a common read-
eryis: A prayer used at the imtiation of a candidate.™

“ Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe.
o this our present convention, and grant that this eand:-
date for Masonry may dedicate and devote his life to thy
service, and become a true and faithful brother among us!
FEndue hom with o competency of thy dwine wisdom,| that
vy the seerets af our art, he may be better enabled to dis-
play the beauties of holiness, to the honour of thy holy
name!  SBo mote it be. Amen.”—Cross’s Chart, sec. 1.

Then follows a passage of scripture, to be rehearsed m
the ears of the stll hoodwinked candidate.

I believe prayer is a solemn reabty, and God a iving Spi-

“ Sce p. 18, 0f {hus volumo.

t Hardie's Menitor, p. 218, gives it thus : “ Endoe hun with a compelen.
cy of thy divine wisdom, that he may with the secrets of Free Masonry,
be able to unfold the mysteries of Godliness.” The book of Constitutions
of Massachusetis, gives the same prayer, p. 149, in the following words :
» Endoe him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that he may, with
the secrets of Free Masonry, be able to unfold the mysteries of Gedlmess.”
'T'he sume prayer is found in Preston, p. 50, in Ahiman Rezon, p. 45, Fres
Masan's Library, .p. 120,F. M. M. p. 37, Part 1st, chap. 8,
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vit, that will not be mocked.  Prayer is not an empty form ;
18 not & service operating only upon the heart of the peti-
tioner ; but it ascends to one who hears, and will in won-
derful condescension answer,  And how can he who looks
dmly 1o God for his Spirit, lift up his voice or his supplica-
tion, that the great God would endue a youth “ with a com-
petency of divine wisdom, to enable him, by the secrets of a
mystic art, the better to display the beauties of holiness I
How incongrucus the ideas! that the God of all Grace
should be entreated to do a secret service for the benefit of
Free Masonry ! For the honour of His holy name, the
words of the prayer say ; but, indeed, it does not mean any
such thing. He that wrote, and whoever uses the prayer,
must know in his own heart. that the mighty God is not one
covertly to honour his own name,  Only Free Masonry does
that.  What says Jehovah to David, his offending servant 1
* Thou didst it scoretly ; but I will do this thing before all
Israel, and before the sun : saith the Lord.” Ttis mon-
strous presumption to entreat God to honour his own holy
name by the greater display of the ‘beauties of holiness
through the secrets of a mystical science ! Indeed, the
prayer does not mean so 3 but the spirit of it is—honour
Musonry, our secret art, thatit may appear in his eyes hal-
lowed by prayer and allied to heaven, who koeels now
blndfolded, expecting something, and who will svon open
his oyes upon vanity and disappointment.*

The propriety of this explanation will appear the more
striking, when we learn more particnlar] y what the seeret
art is, I pass over the notice of the working tools of an en-
tered apprentice ; of the ornwments, lights, and jewels of a
lodge ; brotherly love, relief, and truth ; together with the

* Prayer at the making of 2 Mason. Book of Cona. of Mass., p. 151.—
“ Gireat Architoet in heaven! Maker and Raler of worlds unnumbered !
Deign from thy celestial temple to look down on us, the work of thy
hands: as we are now about to enlighten a follow martal in Masonry, wilt
thon enlighten ns in a knowledge of divine truth,” &=,
9
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four cardinal virtues ; and take up the charge of imuation
into the first degree, (20 p. of Mas. Chart.)

An extract from the Charge :

“ No mstitution was ever raised on a better principle, or
maore solul foundation ; nor were ever more excellent rules
and useful maxims laid down: than are incaleated i the
severil masonic lectures,  The greatest and best of men, in
all res, have been CNCcourngers and promoters of the art ;
and have never deemed it derogatory to - their dignity, to
level themselves with the fratermity, extend their privileges,
and patropize their assemblies.”

Wilile Free Masonry thus exalts herself above all the
forms of government and religion ; above all systems of
truth, and paxims of duty; and freely takes to herself the
greatest agdsbest of men of all ages, the reader may be
exereising hig imagmation to conceive what kind of a re-
velation, or heavenly wonder thig secret art must be ; but it o
master may explain the above, this 15 its meaning : the
newly entered apprentice 18 i the greatest danger of sick-
emng with disgust at the disappomtment he has suffered,
The premses of the books, at least, had led him to expect,
that Masonry was more than an outside show, and that,
coming inside, he would, at the first degree, catch some
alimpse® of those charms which promise to ravish the hearis
of the faithful in the sublime degree of a Master Mason :
and, having taken the hirst degree, he 1= m the sreatest dan-
ger of fanting, and of forsaking the lodge, and Free Ma-
sonry, for ever.

I bave known those who did it.  'Te prevent such a cala-

# % In the first degree, | perecived that inappreciable blessings were before
me, solemn and extremely important principles of divine trulh were ineul-
catod.” “This is the same, who in the K. T. cegree, was crucibed with the
I-ﬂfll. nnil "'Trililll[rh"ﬂ over death and hell."—See Free Masons' f..u’;-rm‘y,
priface, p- G And let the Gr. Lodge of Ma ":l'!'l'lll Inok 1o 1t. Also, Frea

Mosnn's Library, P 1 55
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mity and reproach upon the institution, the master of cere-
monies is furnished with this part of the charge, to cheer
the heart of the newly made brother, to sustain him with a
solemn assurance that that which seems to his young eyes
to be just nothing,-is, indeed, the most ancient, and honour-
able, and stable, and pure, and excellent, and useful institu-
tion that ever was formed ; and with the recollection that
Washington, and Franklin, and Warren, were members of
the fraternity,

These things are, to the young brother, like hartshorn to
a fainting soul, necessary and useful. He is revived, and
goes on, in due time, to the fellow crafi’s degree, which
holds out something splendid, and in which he hopes, with
much confidenee; to find new and peculiar beauties, as pro-
mised.  Let us accompany him,

CHAPTER XIL

Contarmng an account of the sciences taught by Free Ma-
sonry.

* Then, like an idiot guedng on the brook,
* We leap at stars, and fasten in the mud,”— ¥oung.

Tup Moxiror of Col. Webb introduces this degree in the
nost formal manner. I eopy from his work as follows :

F. M. M. p. 49. chap. 10.—Remarks on the second de-
gree,

“ Masonry is a progressive science, and is divided into
classes or degrees, for the more regular advancement in the
knowledge of its mysteries. According to the progress we
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make, we hont or extend our inguiries ; and, in proporhion
1O our capacily, we allain to a grealer or less degree ol
per fection,

* % Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch
ol |‘.n+f|t1' learmng ; under the veil of its mystenes s com-
prehended a regular system of science.  Many of its illus-
trations, to the confined genmms, may appear unimportant ;
but the man of more enlarged laculties, will perceive them
to be i the t!i"_"'h' at ol greo r|-t'1.L|I1 anel ]llll‘l‘i::i.lili,'.f. To
p!-'r.-i-'ihr- iif'|'|||i||4||=ﬁ|r'ri eecholar and ITtﬂ'i‘r':tfllIF nrtest, Mu-
sonry is wisely planned ; and in the investigation of its latent
doctrines, the philosopher and mathematician may expe-
rienee {'rflmf 114-1i;[:t1 and satisfaetion.™

An apprentice who would stop with such a bright pros-
peet before him, must be execedingly faithless, especially
when on the same page it is added : * To exhaust the va-
rious subjects of which it treats, would transcend the pow-
ors of the bnghtest genius ; still, however, nearer approach-
es to perfection may be made, and the man of wisdom will
not check the progress of his alilities, though the task he
attempts may ot first seem msurmountable ;7 and more, a
'p|{'l‘ll_',"; bt this i.-ii‘“-:[li'_ﬁh to lead an :1irlir+*!11jn' on to the
degree of fellow erafl, and to lead the uninitiated to think
there 18 some smgular mystery in Free Masonry ; and as
that is what such statements are mtended for, we will pro-
cecd next to the matter of the deeree of fellow erafis. to
wluch thes 158 an mtroduction,

Here the Monitor, the Manual, the Chart, Preston, the
Baok of Constitutions of 8. C,, and the F. M. Library.
walk par passuin the grandeor of therr pretensions.  But
| extract from the Chart.

After naming a variety of  things previously to be explain-

ed, one of which is, that * m six days God created the hea-

* This s taken from Preston, b, 2. 2 4. and is copiad verbatim in the
Free Mason's Labrary, p. 165,
I Webih's Monitor, chap. 10. p. 50. F. M, Library, pp. 185, 166
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vens and the earth, and rested upon the seventh day, the
seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren consecrated as a
day of rest from their labours ;" (by which we learn whom
we have to thank for the consecration of the Sabbath day:)
the Chart proceeds, page 24, 1o say : “ 'T'he next is the doc-
trine of the spheres, in the science of astronomy,

*.OF THE GLORES,

“ The globes are two artificial spherical bodies, on the
convex surface of which are represented the countries,
seas, and various parts of the earth, the face of the hea-
vens, the planetary revolutions, and other particulars,”  Ju-
dicious observations follow, explaining the use of the globes.

“ As the five orders of architecture are explained in this
section, (of the fellow craft’s degree,) a brief deseription of
them may not be improper.

“ OF ORDER IN ARCHITECTURE,

“ By order in architecture is meant a system of all  the
members, proportions, and ornaments of columns and
pilasters ; or it is a regular arrangement of the projecting
parts of a building, which, united with those of a column,
form a beautiful, perfect, and complete whole.”

Then follow learned views of the origin of bases, and
capitals of pillars in architecture.

“ The five orders are thus classed :

“The Tuscan, the Doric, lonic, Corinthian, and Compo-
site.”  Here follows a neat and faithful description of each
of the several orders, giving an account of their origin and
peculiar characteristics, introducing the terms triglyph,
frieze, volute, &c, in their proper places, as might be ex-
pected in a scientific work.

¥ Mas. Manual, p. 170. uses the same words. See Hardies Mon. p. 111
The same in Webb's Mon. p. 45. Alo F. M. Library, p. 168,
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The five senses are next introduced. Hearing, secing,
feeling, smelling, and tusting. They are cach treated in a
neat and scholarlike manner, with a handsome definition.
At the conclusion of the notice of feeling, it is added, in n
different type, “ These three senses. hearing, seeing, om
Jeeling, are most revered by Masons.” Add fasting.

Without ceremony, the Chart, like the Monitor, the Ma-
nual, Preston, and Book of Constitutions of South Caro-
lina, &e. passes from the five senses to treat—

“OF the seven liberal arts and sciences: which are
grammur, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music and
astronomy.™

This enumeration shows the antiquity of Masonry; for,
having always a desire for the best things, as well as the best
men, of all ages, it undoubtedly chose the seven most libe-
ral and honourable of the arts and sciences of the age 1n
which the selection was made ; and some years have now
elapsed since, in the estimate of the learned world, natural
philosophy and chemistry would have foiind a place among
the liberal arts and seiences,

This 15 honourable to the antiquity of the institution.
without reproach to its discernment : and we are not to in-
fer henee, that the study of natural philosophy and chemis-
try 1s neglected by the fraternity 3 or because these sciences
have no place of honour in the books of the craft. that.
therefore, they are omitted in the instructions of the lodge
FOOM.

Each of these seven liberal ‘arts and sciences has a sec-
tion devoted o 1. « Uer,pmu'l'r:;,, the first and noblest of
sciences, the basis on which the superstructure of Mnmnr}
15 erected,” receives that portion of attention to which its
superior masonic unportance entitles it

“ aeomeTry, (Mas. Chart, p. 31.)
* Greometry treats of the powers and properties of magui-
tudes in general, where length, breadth, and thickness, are
considered, from a point to a line, from a line to a superfi
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cies, and from a superficiestoa solid.”  This is followed by
a mathematical definition of a point, a line, a superficies,
and a solid; and by remarks, first, on the advantages of
geomelry, and, agaim, on the moral advantages of geo-
metry, - '

I shall conelude this notice of the Chart on the fellow
craft’s degree, by an extract from the charge. “'The study
al the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education which
tends so effectually to polish amd adern the mind, is ear-
nestly recommended to your consideration : especially the
science of geometry, which is established as the basis of
our art.  Geometry or Masonry, originally SynonYmons
terms, being of a divine and moral nature, is enviched with
the most useful knowledge ; while it proves the wonderful
properties of nature, it demonstrates the more important
truths of morality,”*

Our professors of mathematics, and of moral philosophy,

would seem to be equally interested to know * the divine
and moral-nature of geometry,” which, while it proves the
wonderful properties of nature, demonstrates the more im-
portant truths of morality !
r; This must be one of the mysteries of * the art of finding
out new arts:™  one of the secrets of intrinsic value be-
longing to “ the art of wunderwurking, the wey of winning
the facultie of Abrac.®f To demonstrate moral truth by
geometrical problems—O, most wonderful scienco | This
nspired the poet when he sung :

i I‘Il!.lT.+ mysterious, rlorious scionee !
“ Which to discord bids defiance !
* Harmony alone reigns hare.”

“F. M. M. p. 22. Hardie’s Mon. p. 89, Tannchill’s Mon, p. 189,
Preston, p. 61.  F, M. L. p. 179.
t Book of Const. of Mass. p. 19. Preston, b, 3, see. 1.
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This is a mystery worth the purchase of tearful oaths ol
secrecy, and nights of anguish to lonely companions.  No
wonder masons know more than other men.* Well may
Mr. Harde l’rr'fr:fft,! sy, that Masonry s the In‘ry-.ﬁum to
all other arte and geiences.” (p- 189,y Amd now we are
£|r|~|l:|rr'+| to beheve, that, * of all the societies wineh have
contributed to the propagation of knowledge, the society
of Free Masons has been, and ever will be. the most con-
spicuous,”™  The raptures of poetry are suitable to the

theme :

w Arise, and sound thy trignpet, Fame
i [ron :'b,l,:LH.””]r nlond Frociainm,
“ To roalms and worlds unknown :
“ Tell them "twas thir great David's son,
 "The wise, the mintehless Solomon,

w Prisod far above hix throne.”

“ Many persons are deluded by thewr vague Bupposition
that our mysteries and the practices established among us
are merely nominal, and that our eeremonies might be
adopted, or waived at pleasure,”—[ Free M. Mon. p. 19.
Preston, b. 1. see. 4,] They must be deluded, indeed,
who suppose so, having once meditated apon the wonder-
ful stores of knowledge unfolded i the fellow erafi’s de-
gree; and, above all, this art of arts, the finding out o
moral truth by geometrical problems! Assuredly, * Ma-
sonry s an art equally useful and extensive.  Without an
assiduous application to the various sabjects of which o
treats, no person can be sufficiently acquamted with its
true \':l|1u-."-—[f’1. H. Mon. P 21. Preston, b, 2. sec, l._I

]“ this w';'umff.i'r':_' ree of "~'|:t.=:nnr}'. e j'ﬂ'ﬁl“Iif"F and thm.r_x
join 1 qualifying the mdustrious craftsman to share the

sleasures which an advancement in the art must necessa

——

¢ Book of Cons. of Mass. p. 19. Preston, b. 3.4, 1.
t Hardie's Monitor, p. 118, and Abiman Rezon.
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nily aflord. He gradually familiarizes his mind to useful
instruction, and is soon enabled to investigate truths of the
utmost concern,” [F. M. Mon. p. 51, Preston, b, 2. s, 4.]
Add to this, that * the ereation of the world is deseribed to
him, and many particulars recited, all of which have been
carefully preserved among Masons, and transmitted from
one age to another by oral tradition.” [F, M, Mon. p. 53.
“The very enemies of Masonry must own, that it is the
most renowned society that ever was, is now, or perhaps
ever will be, in the world ;" [Hardie, p. 79. Ahiman Re-
son, p. 11.] and assent to the justice of the following po-
etic description of the art :

* Hail, mighty art! hail, gracious gift of heayen !
“To aid mankind, by our Creator given,”
Hardig, p. 79.—Also, Ahiman Rezon, pp. 11, 12,

The remainder of the lines, to the number of 80 or 100,
are in the same spirit, and can be spared without loss; or
they are succinctly expressed in the following extract from
Hardie, p. 339. :

“ Thy trumpet, Fame, yot louder blow,
* And let the distant regions know,
* Free Masonry is this :
* Abmighty wisdom gave if birth,
* Whale wisdom fized if here on earih,
“ud type of future biiss,"™

‘T'hat the world do not see how Free Masonry is a type
of fature bliss, ought to be no wonder s it is enough if the
initiated can do-that.

Now, kind reader, with such a tedious array of learning in
the manuals of Free Masonry, anthorized by the highes

l ’ H

*** Qui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmina Maevi :
“ Atque idem jungat vulpes, ot mulgeat hircos."—J; irgil.
* The same good senze would join
* Dog-foxes in the yoke; would shear the swine,"—Dryden,
10
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names in the fraternity 5 with such a parade of orders ol
architeeture, of the globes, of the five senses, and of the
coven liberal arts and sciences ; together with the claim that
the science of Masonry is the seience of nature, the under-
standing of the mysteries thereof, &c. [Hm:k of Cons. of
Wass. p. 16. Preston, b. 3. s. L. and Hardie, p. 203.]
would you not expect on entering a lodge, to find a school
of geience and of the arts?  Would _ruﬁ not expect to see
some of the apparatus, by which new truths are discovered
and embellishments are added to the old? [ Book of Cons.
of Mass. p. 121.] Would you not expect 19 receive lec.
tures upon these subjects, perhaps, in the unrversal language
of Masons, [ F. M. Library, p. 11. Book of Cons. of Mass.
p. 20. Preston, b. 3. s 1] which should discover to you
the glories of science, and give you the clearest under
standing of the operations of nature ! If you ghould, (and
| see not how you can help it,) that is just what is
wanted,

These scientific appearances are set out, on purpose to
make men believe that Free Masonry has actual fellowshup
with the sciences, But the sciences are never mentioned
within the walls of a lodge. 1 neither have seen nor heard
in all my acquaintance with the lodges, the explanation or
illustration of any the least principle of science. It cannot
be; lodges are for Free Masonry ; and schools and colle-
ges are for the sciences,

Free Masonry does not, and cannot meddle with them :
the folly lies m pretending to do it ; which pretence 15 car-
ried to a prodigious extent, in order that men mayv think
it has some spark of reality.

w Talis prima Dares caput altnm in proelia tollit,
“ Ostenditque humeros latos, aiternaque jactat,
“ Brachia protendens, ot verberat ictibus auras.”— Firgy/

“ His brawny back and ample breast he shows,
“ His lifted arm around his bead he throws,
Mo doals in whistling air his empty blows."— D ryden
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Such are the solemn and certified pretensions of the se-
cond degree of Masonry. That they are ludicrous is
plainly their own fault. They stand here in the original
and authorized colours of the fraternity.*

= = — —— SRS -

* Seo any Mannal of Free Masonry, undér the head Fellow Craft’s De-
gree. Tannehill’s, Webb's, Cross's, and Hardies, Maouals ; Constitutions
of South Carolina; Free Mason's Library; Preston’s (Grand Master of
the Lodge of Antiquity, London) [ustrations of Free Mas=onry, are each
wnd all responsible, with their commenders, for the views here given of the
second degree of Free Masonry.

“ What! all this parade of learning hollow and false ™ Hollow as the
grave, dear reader ; a dream is solemn reality compared to it

“ And grave and leaned men attend the lodges ™ Ay, that i= o Faet.
They give themselves no trouble about the claims of Masonry in connexion
with the seiences, for they know them to be false; they pay no attention 1o
them ; they forget that such claims wre indeed made. But the more igno-
ant do not knew the claims 1o be filse, and seeing them soleminly published
with the highest masonic sanstions, do and mnst beliove them o be true ;
und they do suppose, that ifthey possessod tho loarning of the learned, they
should know the claimsto be trua; whareas, they would know the reverse,
that no fabric of the imagination is more visionary.

“ In it possible

So fur in the fellow crafl’s degree from possessing the learned interest at.
tributed to it in the books, that it is universally known and acknowledged
among the crafl 10 be the dallest and drinu:lnfthulhwdagrm; and the
novice is uniformly sustained under its entire emptiness, with the bright
prospect of the sublime mysteries of the master's dogree, which is next be-
fure him.

Roader, ask any Mason which is the most interesting of the three do-
grees? and ifho suspects no design in you, ho will reply, the third. Which
is the (very nteresting, no doubt, but) least interosting of the threa? Surely
he will reply, the second, or fellow craft’s, '
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CHAPTER XIIL
Free Masonry's Plea for the Practice of Dhssimulation.

w Jo ne puis me résoudre a mentir ; je ne suis pas Cypran ; et je ne sau-
rais dire que je le s, —Telemage, hiv., 3,

Havixe exhibited the preceding pages to the careful m-
spection of Masons distinguished for talent, for knowledge.
for love of truth, and for their attachment to Masonry
they individually return it, without an objection to its acen
racy and fidelity to the truth.

To one I make grateful acknowledgments for suggesting
the erasure of a few expressions unnecessarily eondemma-
tory, and hope, on a second perusal of the work, that he
will find not a word justly offensive to the man who hates
every false way, Others noticed certain points, which, at
first, might seem to admit of correction in the facts or infe-
rences ; but they did not msist upon one after hearing a
word of explanation, or suffering the latter pages to illus-
trate the former,

And yet, these gentlemen, though asunder, coincide in
expressing a doubt, whether so extensive, and honourable,
and useful a society, may not better be amended than dis-
carded. *“ It has a prodigious influence,” they say, * which,
properly directed by virtuous men, will be, as it has been,
productive of much good ; when, if abandoned by the

* | enonot determing to lie; I am not s Cyprian; and I know not how
to say that T am.
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wise, it will become an instrument of much evil in the
hands of the unjust,*

In reply, | beg pardon of the friends of Masonry for
doubting whether an institution truly described in the pre-
ceding pages, can fairly be said to be productive of much
good. 'The good seeming to flow from it, is not its own,
and will not perish with Free Masonry. In the hands of
good men it is made useful ; in the hands of bad men it is
mischievous. The good would do more good without it,
and the bad will not be strengthened by the retiring of the
virtuous.

But, to make the argument short, every reason which
occurs, or has been offered, for the continued support of an
stitution justly described in the preceding pages, is equally
applicable to prove that we may do evil, if good will come ;
and this all good men will pronounce to be heresy in a fear-
ful sense,

Masonry is that boasting thing already described, and on
all the ground over which we have passed, it cannot be de-
nied, that its great boasting is empty and vain: itis not
supported by the truth, neither can it be. This is an evil ;
the most inveterate must allow that this is an evil which has
only one palliation, viz. that it makes men reverence -a use-
ful institution ; it is allowed and practised very commonly
with this apology alone, * that it helps to uphold an insti-
tution inculcating divine maxims, and leading to righteous-
ness and peace;” a little evil done to effoct a great good.
So our deceived parent Eve

“ Here grows the cure of all ; this fruit divine,
* Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste,
“ Of virtue to make wise.™

* i Men have grown so bad, that we cannot make them come tg us, but
wo must go to them ; otherwise they will forsake us, they will grow warse.
thoy will become entirely corrupted,”— Paschals Jessil.
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She _..-.n.uphi for an inerease of hnr:u‘l:*ll_gv, To ths @00
end she could attun h_q.' one act of disobedience. [t was
argued :

———4 Will God incense his ire
“ For such a petty trespass: and not praise
“ Kather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain
“ Of death denounced, ( whatever thing death be,)
¢ Deterred not from achieving what might lead

“ o haprpae Lifw

This plea prevailed then, and furmshes now the only
mode of reasoning by which the astonighing pretensions ol
Free Masonry can be endured for a moment. All the in-
telligent gentlemen, members of’ the society, know n their
hearts, that the claims of Masonry are enormous; and
without good foundation 5 unworthy to be upheld for the
truth’s sake, and deserving instant desertion and exposure,
were it not for the benefit they procure to this ancient and
honourable society.  They reason as Narbal does with Te-
lemachus, “Ce mensonge, Télemaque, n'a nen que ne
soit innoeent : les Dieux mémes ne peavent le condamner :
il ne funt avcune mal a personne.  Vous poussez trop loin
Paumour de la vertue, et la erainte de blesser la religion, "% —
Telemague, liv. 3, .

I 1 may be pardoned, this 1s precisely the strain of reason
ing pursued by the friends of Free Masonry. And in the
words of the same excellent author. 1 reply, * 1l suffit que Ie
mensonge soil mensonge pour ne pas etre digne d’un homme
qui parle en présence des Dieux, et qui doit tout a la vénité.
Celui qui blesse la vérité offense les Dieux, et se blesse

* Thin lalsehood, Telomaclns, @ quile mnocent ; the Gods thenselves
carmot condemn it ; it injures no man ; yon carry too far the love of virtue,
i the fear of ﬁul;lu]inn roligion.
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sounéme, car il parle contre sa eonscience.”™— Telemague,
liv, 3.

This subject is easy in itself, but exceedingly difficult in
the opposition it meets. Having been induced to join the
fraternity, by the solemn and reiterated claims of Free Ma-
sonry to peculiar excellence, and a most ancient origin, 1
am compelled either to countenance its claims by silence,
while others proclaim them ; or to reply with reason. To
countenance them, is to take a part of the responsibility for
their truth, and to reply is singular. For their truth, I can
be in no degree responsible ; and have no way lefi but to be
singular. Telemachus refused * sauver sa vie par un men-
songe,”! and many generations have applauded the Arch-
bishop Fenelon for this stern integrity of his hero. 1 will
not consent to uphold Free Masonry by means which an
honourable man scorns for the saving of his life. Truth is
worth every thing besides ; why sacrifice it upon the shrine
of Free Masonry? That Free Masonry requires the sacri-
fice, is proof enough that it is unworthy of the countenance
it receives.

While in the midst of these reflections, a Mason, of some
twenty degrees elevation, gathering from report the tenor
of the writer’s views of the Most Ancient Institution, lays
upon the table the “ American Masonic Record. Albany,
Oct. 13, 1827 : the first page covered with “ Extracts of an
Oration, delivered before the Grand Lodge of the State of
Rhode Island, at Pawtucket, at the eelebration of the na-
tivity of St. John the Baptist, June 25, 1827, By" [1 pity the
name.] The object of my exalted brother, was 1o correct
mistaken impressions of the dignity and usefulness of Free
Masonry ; saying, as he handed it, “ ] really wish youwould

* It isenough that a lic is & Lie, to make it unworthy of & man whe
speaks in the presence of God, and who owes every thing to the truth. [{e
who wounds the truth, offends God, and wounds himself: for he speaks
againgl his conscience.

t To save his life by a Lie,
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read that °  How little calenlated that was for his faithiul
purpose, the reader may judge from the following extract.
taken from the first column of the paper.

“ Within our own time, mysterious inscriptions and cha
racters have been found among the rubbish of eastern cities,
over whose ruins more than forty centuries have rolled, which
called forth the wonder of the curious, and puzzled the most
learned and scrutinizing antiquary, and which none have yei
been found competent to decipher, save those who are
versed i the lagher orders of Masonry.

“ On these mouldering ruins and relics of ancient g‘rdﬁdnm;
the Mason gazes with awful veneration, and holds converse
with the spirit of other ages, while he reads on every mossy
stane, and dilapidated wall those mystic chromcles, long since

forgotten in tradition, and lost in history.”

“ Piscium ob summa genus haesit nlmo.”
Hor. Ode 2,

The fishes were tangled in the tops of the trees !

I'ms matter must rest on the authority of the orator,” as
it belongs to the higher degrees, with which I claim only a
kindred acquaintance ; but to put its bare face in the light, let
us observe, that “ ruing over which more than forty centu-
ries have rolled,” are withiu fifly years of the building of
Babel, according to Le Sage. * Chronicles™ of that period,
are rare ; and if they contained but the name of the archi
tect, or of the reigning prince, or the date of the structure,
they would be invaluable. It would not endanger the mys-
teries of the fraternity, to lend a few minor eircumstances of
this sort to the learned world, and to furnish the curious
with the names of the founders of the pyramads, and with

. “m Pudor, et Justitim soror

“ Incorrupta Fides, nudaque veritae,
* Quando nllvm inveniont parem,”
Hor, Ode 14,
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un aecount of the particular structure of the labyrnth, &e.,
&c. would redound to the amazing honour of Free Masonry,
But the mole will have the eyes of the lynx before Free Ma-
sonry enables her pupil * to hold converse with the spirit of
other ages, while he reads on every mossy stone, mystic
chronicles,” &e. No; | greatly fear that she, who in the
three first degrees, boldly econtradiets the (ruth for her own
praise, is, through Mr. 8., making, in the higher degrees, n
vigorous effort, by deceit and falsehood, to sustain her repui-
tation,

| can neither hear nor read such cluims advanced in a
public assembly before the highest dignitaries of Free Ma-
sonry, andpublished in the official records of the fraterni-
ty, without revolting from all participation in the deed :
I will be no aceessary either before or afier the act.

*“ Why '—what hurt do they do 1™

It is possible, because it is true, that enlightened and good
men seriously put and sometimes urge this question, |
answer, as to a friend, that these pretensions are edge tools,
with which it is dangerous to play; fables which, though
they deceive not the learned, do miserab) ¥ unpose on the
multitude ; at best, white lies, which the Judictous Paley de-
clares are apt to lead to those of a darker hue.

But they do the hurt that positive and reiterated asser-
tions of the weightiest import ever do, when entirely
groundless, or sustained only by some concealed cateh, or
double entendre. 'They destroy confidence. Though they
may not openly defy the truth, they attempt to elude it,
* Free Masonry is as old as the creation,” being understood to
mean, that the peculiar features of the institution are so old :
but only meaning, that charity and good Sfellowship are of
thatage, “ Noah, and Moses, and Solomon, were Masons ;™
meaning that they were good and scientific men, who su-
perintended the erection of famous structures; but verily
understood to mean, that these men belonged to the Ma.
sonic craft. *John the Baptist and John the Evangelist
were Masons " being understood as the above, but mean-

11
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g a httle different ; that, as disuingmshed builders i the
church, they were architects of a nobler nature, and are call-
ed Masons, by a figure of speech, as statesmen are called
Pillars ; Pillars of State. So Noah and John were build-
ers, the one of the ark, the other, in the gospel; and are
called Masons, and Free Masons, on this ground alone.

Truth is of a character too sacred to be trifled with after
this manner. Such pretensions do harm; they are an ex-
ample of prevarication, which, followed i youth, leads to
baser falsehood n old age. They corrupt the confiding
temper of the young; they harden the vicious heart ; they
tempt the tyro in deception ; “men do these things," ex-
elaims his passion, “and yet are good and great.,” They
defile the land.

When 1 look around, and behold the political hes told for
the salvation of the country, which s depending on the
election of a favourite candidate ; the lies of bargain and
sale, told for the accumulation of what 15 necessary to pu
every man his family above the reach of want; the lies of
seandal greedily caught up and circulated, that no aristo-
cracy of virtue may be allowed to establsh iself in this
republican community ; and know that the Lodges per-
vade the land, and that Masonry is warranted and justified
in doing what is severely condemned in the others mention
ed, I cannot doubt that her example goes far to encourage
in men this disposition to glorify a false God for the attain-
ment of their several purposes, and for the gratification of
their ardent desires,

What privilege has Masonry to trifle with the trath, tha
15 not common to all? What the brother, to trifle for the
benefit of virtue and Masonry, which will not warrant him
in the like for virtue and his country ? for virtue and him-
self—for his pelf, for his party ? If, to advance virtue and
Masonry, one may say, that “ Masonry the first Masons re-
ceived from God,” [Book of Cons. p. 19.] then may one
for the support of his own purse and family, ery in the
market, “this is a good horse,” which is blind of both
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eyes: *thisis asound horse,” which has the heaves. And
such a merchant may support himself, as Free Masonry
supports herself, thus: “the sound horse i sound in limb,
though not in wind ; and the blind horse is good—for no-
thing.™

I ‘am ashamed to present, with a serious air, equivo-
cations so contemptible : but no other course is left.  Ifthe
pretensions of Masonry are other than equivocations, they
are of a darker hue, and must be met by flat contradiction ;
but as brethren with whom I have the honour to converse,
choose to maintain them on the ground of white lies, harm-
less deceit, pious frauds, I meet them on that ground;
meet them seriously, and urge, that if a Mason may say,
* Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch of
polite learning ; under the veil of its mysteries is compre-
hended a regular system of sciences” [Mon. chap. 10. p.
501 also, Preston, book 2, sec. 4, and Free Mason's Li-
brary, p. 165, the same words.] then may any man say,
 Benedict Arnold is a pattern of patriotism ;** provided only,
that if an honest man say it, he has some honourable pur-
pose to attain. This is a terrible mistake in morals ; mak-
ing a good end justify unholy means; making virtue ad-
vance by the help of vice ; the majesty of heaven honour-
ed by disobedience to the command, * thou shalt not bear
fulse witness;” the truth of God advanced by our false-
hood. The good gained under this system of disciphne,
will surely be ever like that acquired by its first wretched
disciple, who in her shame replied : “The serpent beguiled
mie, and T did eat.”

We are short-sighted creatures, and may not presume to
do wrong in the assurance of its glorifying the Mighty One
of Jacob; and what is Free Masonry that we should do it
for her! “The happiness of the world is the concern of
him who is the Lord and the Proprietor of it: nordo we
know what we are about when we endeavour to promote
the good of mankind in any ways, but those which he has
directed, that is. in all ways not contrary o veracity and
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justice,”  And what s Free Masonry, that teaches men
10 E!rnljlnli' the '.:*H'li of mankind mn w ays contrary to
veracity !

| will not fear to show her catches, to expose her trea-
cherous nu htl.lll'l., Ly ;'-ninl Ll iu'r fii:-f-rr]mm'-ir-; to
set her prevarications in the light, to burden her with her
own tales, and to overwhelm her with the multitude of
her own splendid decorations and ludierous pretensions,
What is she, that she should be feared? Her followers
are men, and ghe hersell s less: them 1 will love, but not
Free Masonry, Masonry is to the truth, what Mahomet is
to the Messiah; and though it may be dangerous to say it
in a mosque, and surrounded by turbaned Turks, it is ne-
vertheless true, that the Arabian prophet was an impostor.
Observe fom 2 moment.

“ His systeme was necommaodated to the condition of a
mingled population, composed of Pagans, Jews, and nomi-
nal Christians, By c:umplilm:lmng Abraham and Moses.
he beguiled the Jew ; by conceding to the Saviour the rank
of a prophet, he seduced the degenerate Christian,” and by
a sensual paradise, he secured the Pagan.

“Ho the first love” of a Mason is here, * the handmaid
and assistam™ of the Christian religion, the nfallible wit-
ness of the fall of man, the deluge, the resurrection and
the Trinity ; 11 Asin she gives her heart and her hand alike
to Mahomet, and to Fo, and to Vishnu: she courts the
Mandarin, the Cadi, and the Brahmin, with the same flat-
tery of the Koran and the Shaster, which she lavishes Upon
the Bible in Christendom : she claims Mases and the Is-
raclites, the kLvangelist John and Chnstians, Zoroaster and
the worshippers of fire, Plato and the worshippers of the
Saturnian dynasty, Zopholet and the worshippers of cats,
calves, and crocodiles, the Druids of Britain and Gaul,
the Turks and the Savages ; and promises them each and

* Hishe p Butler,
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ally as good men and Masons, a welcome admittance into

the Grand Lodge above, with the hope of a blessed immor-
tality.
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* We hape with good eonscienc Lo heaven to climb,
“ And give Peter the pass-ward, e grip, and the sign.”

Ahiman Rezson.

It Mahomet published any imposture more fatal than
this, I am ignorant of it ; if any thing in nature is more in-
consistent than this, I am ignorant of it; and if this is not
Free Masonry, 1 am ignorant of Free Masonry.

————— e

CHAPTER . X1V.

Graving seme aocormd of the solemn Cere

maniies, awd Subliwe
Word of a Master Mason.

* To oune then T did straight apply
“ Who was a Mason Free,

* And told him plain, * | wish to gain
“t Theart of Masonry." " —Song.

* Hail, seerot art, by Heaven designed
* To eonltivate aud cheer the mind §
* Thy secrets arve to all unknown,

* But Masons just and true alone.”

I wave not done with Free Masonry ; nor can I promise,
n further discussing the subject, to lay the manusecript be-

fore umpartial brethren.  Hitherto its veracity has been ap-
proved by them after sufficient ime for a

careful perusal.
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Having established a character for fidelity to truth, winch
escapes a mistake in point of faet, I have confidence in the
public to present the manuseript to my countrymen. Lel
them judge.

The writer grows bold with Free Masonry, now he un-
derstands it. At first, thinking it might have in itself re-
deemmg qualities unknown to the Master Mason. he fore-
bore to censure much that was doubted., But having deep-
ly investigated its history, its character, its elaims, and its
services, he fears not to offend the less informed by frank
declarations of truth, unqualified with a single doubt of
Iree Musonry's containing a valuable mystery; any thing
not revealed to all mankind,

He has not gathered, neither will he gather, reproaches
against the institution from the foes of Free Masonry, His
quotations have been, and shall be, from approved maso-
nic writers ; from treatises sanctioned by the masonic repu-
tation of their authors, and by the seal and recommenda-
tion of the grand lodges and grand chapters, and by the
signatures ol most illustrious Free Masons.

He does not select extravagant masonie writers; he quotes
none unless they are sanctioned by the highest authorities of
Free Masonry, No, no ; the 24th of .lur:f:nrnllinnn, though
published by the request of the lodges, are not of his choice
touched ; neither the endless variety of vain-glorious pre-
tensions which float in vulgar breath throughout the land.
The standard treatises of the eraft. its books of constitu-
tions, its umiversal manuals, its renowned essays and histo-
ries, are his chiel authorities. Title and page is given, that
all may see to their satisfaction. And, what is singular,
every such work coming to hand is quoted here, and the
reader may know that Free Masonry furnishes no treatise
without imimitable impressions of her own folly stamped
upon its whimsieal pages ; no, not one.

New Free Mason’s Monitor, p. 17— Of the Master
Magon’s Order.™
“OFf the three first orders of Masonry, viz. the Entered
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Apprentice, the Fellow Crafi, and the Master Mason, the
latter is by far the most sacred and solemn.

“ By the apprentice’s order is implied the first know-
ledge of the God of nature in the earliest age of man. By
the craftsman’s order, reference is had to the Mosaic lega-
tion, and Solomon's temple at Jerusalem ; as also to the
light which men received for the discovery of the divine wis-
dom by geometrical solutions ; but the order of Master Ma-
sons is analogous to a dispensation which is by far more
perfect and sublime.”*  (See, also, Smith's Masonry, p. 33.
and Hutelanson, pp. 7. 11. and 13.)

“ Three principal steps in our ladder there be,
* A mystery to all but to those thatare Free,”
Ahiman Rezon, p. 123,

The three degrees of Masonry are figurative, then, of
three gracious dispensations; the one, that before the flood ;
another, the Mosaic; and a third, the Christian dispensa-
tion !

This * light which men received for the discovery of the
divine wisdom by GEOMETRICAL S0LUTIONS,” is a great se-
eret! Truly, “ Masonry is the key-stone to all other arts
and sciences,” (New Mon. 189.)

“ The initiation into the two first orders is attended with
rites of great solemnity ; but those attached to the third
degree are caleulated to leave o far more lasting impres-
sion on the mind, than those which belong to either of the
preceding.  During the performance of these last ceremo-
nies, of which none but those admitted to the degree of
Master Mason can have any conception, the soul is struck

—— millaiier

* * The knowledge of the God of Nature forms the first estate of oqr
profession ; the worship of the Deity under the Jewish law is described in
the second stage of Masonry ; and the Chiristian dispensation is distinguished
in the last and highes! order.”— Hulehinson's Sp. Mas. p. 17,
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wilth reverence, and all the spiritual faculties are called
forth to worship and adoration.

“ Phas order 15, ."#r*rf"_.fi.rrr. a positive contradiction of those
who know not God, and gives the most wrefragable proof
of the resurrection of the body:™* even by main strength
raising upon his feet one who makes believe dead! 0.
tlustrious proof’! worthy of the art: = whyche beeth the
skylle of nature, the understandynge of the myghte that is
therein, and its sondrye workynges, ™ (Book of Cans. p.
16.  Preston, b, 3. sec. 1. F. M. L. p. 10.)

Those ceremonies, of which the stranger “can have no
conception, and which call forth the spiritual faculties to
adoration and praise,” relate to an exhibition as nearly al-
lied to tragedy, as the mock heroic is to epic poetry. - Both
the Monitor and the Chart give the following aceount of
this matter : » this section recites the historical traditions of
the order, and presents to view a finished preture of the
utmost consequence to the fraternity, It exemplifies an
instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, unparalleled
in the history of man.” (Chart, p. 36. I". M. 1. p. 184.
F. M, M. part 1, chap. 9.)

What is this unparalleled instance of virtue, fortitude, and
mtegrity | No more than is represented by the Candi-
date’s dying m tragedia, rather than give up the Master’s
word ; which word, O Free Masonry! has not yet been
intrusted to him, and which, when he gets it, proves not to
be the word he died to save, but a substitute.

This would be a very ruliculous affair, were it not solem-
mzed by funereal extracts from the Holy Seriptures, ( Fecles.
i, 1—7,) always read on this cecasion,

“ Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thon

shalt say, | have no pleasure in them.

* New F. M. Monitor. p. 158,
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“ While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars,
be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain :

“In the day when the keepers of the house shall trem-
ble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the
grinders shall cease because they are few, and those that
look out of the windows be darkened,

“And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the
sound of the grinding is low ; and he shall rise up at the
voice of the bird, and all the daughters of music shall be
brought low : Also when they shall be afraid of that which
15 high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree
shall flourish, and the grasshopper be a burthen, and desire
shall fail ; because man goeth to his long home. and the
mourners go about the streets :

“Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl
be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain. or the
wheel broken at the cistern: then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was, and the spirit unto God who gave it.”

Then is said the following prayer, found alike in the Mo-
nitor, (p. 74.) and m the Chart, (p. 36.) (Manual, p. 144.
F. M. L. p. 82.) and given in most Masonic works, as used
in making a Master Mason,

“ Thou, O God ! knowest our down sitting and up rising,
and understandest our thought afar off. Shield and defend
us from the evil attempts of our encmies, and support us
under the trials and afflictions we are destined to endure,
while travelling through this vale of tears. Man that 1s
born of a woman is of few days and full of wouble, He
cometh forth as a flower and is cut down, he fleeth also as
a shadow and continueth not.  Seeing his days are deter-
inined, the number of his months is with thee. thou hast
appointed his bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him
that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day. For
there is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease.
But man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up the
ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail, and the flood

12
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decayeth and drieth up, so man heth down, and nseth not
up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord! have
compassion on the children of thy creation, administer
them comfort in time of trouble, and save them with an
everlasting salvation.

“Homote it be. Amen”

Considering that he who is to act the part of martyr, I8
made to kneel and hear this prayer without the possilality
of knowing what is on either hand, or what is next to fol-
low, one cannot help believing that the ghestly eomplexion
of this solemn invocation, together with the extracts,* then
shall the dust return to the dust,” &e. is intended to make
the candidate expeet true horrors ; to prepare his mind to
meet the grim messenger in person. And there lies the
frand, Say to him: * the Scripture and the prayer are only
a part of the solemn farce:” and he wonld not be imposed
npon 5 but to pray over him seriously, and to kill him farci-
cally, s so mixing things dissimilar, that the noviee 1s con-

tonunded and imposed upon ; he knows not what to make of 1.

“ Dum trepidat, animus hue illue impellitur.™

But not so with Him who 1s solemnly invoked as * under-
standing our thowght afar off.” God isa spirit not to be
mocked with impunity. His holy word is made to take
a part in this ridieulous farce ; his holy name is profaned in
the hypocritical service ; is repeatedly taken in vain,

The “ representation,” following the prayer, is called “ a
recitation of the historical tradition of the order:" a true
account of events which happened at the building of Selo-
mon's temple, important to be known, and known only to
the Master Mason. [ have some objections to s truth,
drawn from its own inconsistency.

* « Thirty-six hundred ancient Masters were employed
in building the temple ;”* how were these Masters without

o s — e i —

i S s - ——

* Heeop. 20, of this volume
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the Master’s word ? (I speak to the witiated ;) and if they
had the Master’s word, why did the ruffians assault the
Girand Masier, to obtain what they would more likely, and
with less hazard, wring from any of the 3,600, than from
the widow's son.

This is an important argunment to show the falsity of

’ the tradition.  All the Manuals of Free Masonry, in illus-
trating the mark master’s degree, say, * that men of this
degree at the erection of Solomon’s temple, were enabled.
without difficulty, to ascertain who was the faulty workman.
in case any defect appeared in the work.”

Masons are never mark masters until after being made
masters, And if there were masters and mark masters at
the building of the temple, and superintending the work.
what was their sign, token, grip and word? And what be-

| comes of the reiterated declaration, that Solomon and the

tlirams were at that time the only Masters in the world !

We have 3,600 masters, and an unknown number of mark

musters ;—and none but the three possessed of the master’s
word, &c.! As the Inspector General declares :

“Nil fuit unquam
“ Hic impar sibi.”

Never was any thing so contradictory.

Suppose there were 3,600 ancient masters besides mark
masters, as masonic tradition informs; and that the ruf-
lians passed by them to assault the Grand Master ; the firsi
ruflian struck him with the working tool of an entered ap-
prentice, on the sign of the apprentice’s obligation ; the se-
cond, with the working tool of a fellow craft, gave his blow
on . the sign of the fellow craft’s obligation ; and the third
guve his blow with the master’s mall, and neither struck
twice, though death ensued. Add to this, that masonic
tradition informs us, that these transactions happened at the
I ast 'I.'IDI‘H', the South, and the West door of the temp]e;
and that there was no door at the North, for a given reason.

With respeet to the doors, “ The Sovereign Grand In-

“I ——— : : .
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spector General,” (it 18 a mortal’s name,) * Sublime Grand
Master of the degree of Perfection,” in South Carolina, Dr.
Frederic Dalcho, deigns to enlighten us of the blue degrees,
with the following significant assurances: “ In the histon-
cal part ol the ¥ degree, it 1s generally said, that the

[*’ "'}I v - & ¥ = ® #® £
*0 ¢

. [*.] placed themselves at the east, west, and

south gates ol the !Hﬂpll.u and that there was no door on

the north. tor reasons which are given,” *# & ¥

o ] F 5 ¥ L Ll W L

. X : y “ This, my

brethren, s another error 5 there was a gate on the north
side of the fr'llliJJ{',r but none on the west, because the 8.
=. was built there.d

Now, I would not betray the secret; but these blanks of
the sublime muster’s leaving are chiefly for show. Those
not filled in the margin are false blanks and stare, inserted
for the better eflect,

“The present master’s word of the anecient Masons, is
to be found in no language that ever was used. It is, in
fact, not a word, but merely a jumble of letters forming a
sound withoul meaning. The manner in which the pris-
tine word was lost, and the particular situation in which
another was substituted, is too well known to you all for me
to repeat.  The first expressions of the fellow crafis, ac-
cording to the system of the ancient Masons, were two
Hebrew words, lnghly sigmficant, and appropriate to the
melancholy occasion. From the corruption of these the
present word is formed,

“The word of the Free and Accepted Masons is nearly
in the same situation. Like the ancient Mason’s, it is a
word without meaning. It is the mitials or acrostic of a
Hebrew sentence, which iz elegantly illustrative of the dis-

Manstor’ I Three fellow eraflls,

[ wew Egokiel, chap. viii i Daleho’s Opations, p. 26
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covery which was made by the fellow crafis.” (Daleko,
p- 23.)

Such is the famous secret word of a Master Mason in its
emptiness of meaning, in its being a mere jumble of sounds,
a8 every master knows ; that it is such as Dr. Dalcho de-
scribes, in its Hebrew original, and is a corruption of words

which do mean something, I am no Hebrew to confirm or
deny,

CHAPTER XV,

The Ruffians, or Fellow € ‘rafts ; and Dr. Daleho’s Upiﬂfﬁu
of the Master's Degree,

“ To all who Masonry despise
* This counsel | bestow :

* Don’t nidicule, if you are wise,
* A secret you don’t kuow,”—Ahiman Reson,

Suowine the inconsistencies of this tradition, | take up
the circumstance leading to the adoption of a substitute
tor the lost word, and the facts * which give irrefragable

prool of the resurrection of the body.” —New Free Mus.
Mon, p. 158,

The resurrection of the deceased candidate is represent-
¢d with some variations, but when it is made with three dif-

ferent grips, these are the grips of the three blue degrees,
following each other m their order ; and, first, the skin fails.

* “The Master Mason represents a man under the Christian doctrine
saved from the grave of iniquity, and raised to the faith of salvation.”—
Futehinson, p. 114.
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and, afterwards, the flesh, and then the Lon’s paw (1 speak
to the initiated,) brings about a most singular embrace of
the corrupted corpse fourteen or lifteen days buried, * breast
to breast, hand to back, and mouth to ear,” with him giv-
ing the raising grip; when these circumstances, so ab-
horrent to truth, and to each other, are represented to have
actually occurred in the case of the Grand Master Solo-
mon, credulity revolts, our indignatinn rises at the mock
gravity of the idle tale; a tale which, if true, were worth-
less, and deserves no comment here, except as a thing self-
exposed, to the credit of Free Masonry.

The ecircumstances of finding the rufhians, or fellow
crafts, are artificial, The pursuers, only twelve in number,
depart in triplets, east, west, north, and south, and return
without success; threatened with death if they fail, they alone
depart in triplets as before, 'The ruffians in a cavern are
overheard with horrid imprecations, “ Oh! that my throa
had been eut acrose!™ “ Oh! that my heart had been
torn from my naked left breast!” * Oh! that my body
had been severed in two ! And * the wise, the matchless
Solomon,” awarded to each hig own imprecated destruction,
with horrible circumstances known to the fraternity !

It is eruel, unnatural, and, | may add, false. No men,
hardened in crime, were ever found together in a gloomy
cavern repenting aloud over their transgressions, and re-
proaching themselves in set terms for their folly. * Grief
seeks to be alone, and to vent s feelings in seeret,”  They
would separate, repenting ; or, if together, they would be
found reproaching, not each himself, as masonic tradition
says they were, but each the other, of the guilt. But if they
were together in a gloomy cavern, repenting, as represent-
ed, it is wholly incredible that they should have been so
particular in their imprecations, and yet so various; that
each should have preferred a elaim to death under circum-
stances much more horrid and minute than I have repeated.
without having the manner of one, similar to that of the
other, m any one material point !
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I am interested in this part of the subject, because it is
this part which is said to give sublimity to the master’s
degree ; because this is the boasted history of events taking
place at the building of the temple, which is important to
be known, which the scriptures do not record, and which
is carefully treasured in the faithful breasts of Free Masons,
But it is not bistory ; it is a contrivance of the imagination,
no better caleulated to gain credit in the reflecting mind,
than the fable of Cadmus and the dragon,

“ Longo caput extulit antro
* Caeralens serpens, horrendaque sibila misit. " —Orid,

The dragon slain, his teeth sown, armed men sprout up
with sword and spear.

| am happy to find in the Sublime Master of the degree
of Perfection, and Sovereign Inspector General, Dr. Dal-
cho, an able supporter of my views. He, from his high
throne in the East, pronounces the words * ridiculous™ and
“ false,” in connexion with the traditions and ceremonies of
this degree, in a way worth noticing, |

* In the Master’s degree, there is another inconsistency.
The candidate is told that he represents Hiram Abiff, a
man of the greatest masonic knowledge, and from whom
no secret of the craft was hid, Yet a word is demanded
of him, of which he has no knowledge. The person whom
he represents, had the mystic word, but how can the candi.
date give what he never had? [A second Daniel come to
judgment ] It cerlainly is an insult to his teelings, as it
makes him appear ridiculous ; for it sometimes happens,
that he blunders upon one which excites laughter, and the
solemnity of the occasion is thereby destroyed.™*

“In the Master's degree, the ceremonies of initiation arc
designed to represent the circumstances which took place

* Daleho’s Oration, p. 23,
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in the temiple, when our much respected Master
& L] L] L * # *

“(The paragraph which is here omitted, related to a n-
diculous, and highly improper ceremony, universally ob-
served at the mitiation of a Blue Master, and for which the
most trifling reasons are given.”) Brave! go on, Dr.; go
on. (p. 27.) * Another circumstance, my brethren, 1 beg
leave to recall to your recollection. It is the sprig of cas-
sia, as it is generally termed in our lodges, where we speak
of its strong scent, &c. Cassia, my brethren, did not
grow about Jerusalem.”

“ From these and many other errors which have unfor-

tunately crept into the Blue degrees ——— ™ (p. 29,)
‘ In short, all the errors which have unfortunately erept
into the Bloe degrees ———7  (p. 31.)

The two last paragraphs are quoted to show that this
areat Mason, to whom even the Royal Arch are only as
grasshoppers, speaks famiharly and repeatedly of the “ ma-
ny errors which have unfortunately crept into the Blue de-
orees.” . What follows is still more to my purpose.

[ Dalcho’s Orations, p. 43.] *1 have delivered to you
such reflections as have oceurred to me on the principles
of the Masonic degrees. | have called in question the va-
lidity of a number of circumstances, which I could not es-
tablish satisfactorily to my own mind. That a story has
been related, in one way, for a hundred years past, 1s not
alone sufficient to stamp it with truth ; it must carry on the
face of it, the appearance of probability ; and if it is a sub-
ject which can be tried by evidence of authentie lustory,
and by just reasoning from established data, it will never he
received by an enlightened mind on the ipse dizit of any one,

“ | candidly confess, mE,' respectable brethren, that T feel
a very great degree of embarrassment, while I am relating
to a minister of God’s Holy Word, or to any other gentle-
man of science, a story founded on the grossest errors of
accumulated ages ; errors, which they can prove to me to be
sch, from the sacred pages of Holy Writ, and from pro-
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fane bistory, written by men of integrity and talents ; and
that, oo, in a minute after I heeve solemnly pronounced them
ta be wundeniable truths, even by that very Bible on which I
have recetved their obligation.”

The author informs us in a note, that at the time of de-
livering this oration, he was Master of Symbolic Lodge, No.
8, South Carolina. He, as Master of the lodge, was call-
ed at every initiation of a brother, to repeat to him this tra-
dition of the third degreée, so much accounted of by the
Monitor and Chart, and ordinary Masons ; and he candid-
ly confesses: “1 feel a very great degree of embarrass-
ment, while 1 am relating to a minister of God's Holy
Word, or to any other gentleman ol science, a story foand-
ed on the grossest errors of accumulated ages: errors
which they can prove to me to be such in & minute after 1
have solemnly pronounced them to be undeniable truths.
even by that very Bible onwhich T have received their obli-
aution.™

“ A second Daniel come to judgment |  Mark, Jew !’

[t 18 my ;purpose largely to  introduce the Orations
of Dr. Daleho, Sovereign Inspector General, at a more ad-
vanced stage of the work ; when it will appear that his Ma-
sonic knowledge, consequence, and authority, 1s sufficient
to echipse that of the Monitor, Chart, and, perhaps, the
Book of Constitutions, put together. He 1s too honest to
solemnly pronounce, without embarrassment, as undoubted-
ly true, what an intelligent gentleman can in one minute af:
ter prove to be false! All our Masters of lodges do not
lknow so much as Dr. Dalcho, and so assert “ the grossest
errors’ from the enlightened Fast, with unshaken confi-
dence in their truth. Dr. Dalcho loves Masonry, and 1
muke one more extract-here for the benefit of the conclu-
ding period.

“ Masonry is a subject for which I feel the highest vene-
ration. I have bestowed on it much time and attention,
and from the eorrect mformation which I have obtained
trom the sublime degrees, my labours have been amply re-

13
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warded, As well maght we believe that the sun travels
round the earth, instead of the earth round the sun, as to
helreve m all the wncongruities, which have been taught fo
Wasons m the Symbolice Degrees (the Lodees. )"

* ¢ NUl Fut unguam
' T'um dispar sibi,’— Hor.™

Lialehe’s Orafsona,p. 44

| disclun all sympathy with Mr. Daleho in his veneration
for Masonry. What correct information the soblime de-
grees may altord to satisfy for “ the gross errors and in-
congruities” of Milunnr}f within the lodges, I leave it for the
exalted to say : but that we might as well believe the sun
travels ronnd the earth, as to believe the incongruities
taught in the blue degrees, is perfectly within the sphere of
my aequaintanee, and is entitled to full credit.!

“ In lodgos 1 have been,

* And all their signg have seon ;

“ Butl what they are | now won’t tell,

* They safely in my breast shall dwell."—2heman Reson.

' The Dr."s Horace reads, Tam dispar : that in my hands, Sic impa
["he sneongruily wn not equal to that of the blue degrees,

t It s fair to hear both sides. * The third degree afforded a rich trea
vure of theoretical and practical morality, enabling the candidate to regais

the image of the divine * Aleim,’ surmount every difficulty, and scale the
mount of (God.,” The Grand Lodee of Marvinnd, by the Free Mason'
Library, Prefhes. p. A
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CHAPTER XVI.
Lodge-work Imitated.

“ "Tis not impossible
'+ But one, the wickedest caitiff on the ground,
* May seem as shy, as grave, as jusl, as absolate,

“* As Angelo; even so may Angelo

*“ In all his dressing, charaets, titles, forms,

“ Be an arch villain ; belicve it, royal prince,

* If he is lesx, ke isnothing :—but he ix more,

** Had 1 more name for badnes.”—Mereh, of Fenice.

Tur degree of Masomry now under consideration, de- -
serves all the attention we can afford it, a8 the utmost limit
of ancient Masonry, as the highest step of all British Ma-
sonry, and as the summit of the system within the lodges,
None of the 2000 lodges of our land, no fraternity of Bri-
tish Masons ever do, or can,open on a higher than the third
degree. IF these degrees be empty of all truth, then are
the lodges empty ; I attempt to prove no more.

Four fifths of the masonic bodies of our country are
lodges ; and four fifths of our Masons never pass the mas-
ter’s degree ; in some places more, in others less.  Besides,
none reach the sublime degrees without prassing thmugh the
barren waste of the lodges; and they of the chapters and
encampments are no more delighted with their geerets.
and discoveries, and mysteries, than your masters are with
theirs.

Both the blue and sublime masters seem, to their inferiors.
1o belong to that sort of men :

- “ Whose visages
“ Do eream and mantlc like 4 standing pool,
“ And do a wilful stilness entertain,
“ As who should say, I am Sir Oracle,
“ And when [ ope my hps let no dog bark
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Their very silence is a wonderful mystery to the simple ;
and knowing the full weight of this importance in the Mas-
ter, Mason, the writer cannot attach any mcreased value to
in the higher degrees,  But his peculiar business is with the
lodges ; of them he s competent to speak ; with them he
fears not to engage ; reared by a pretended Solomon, they
may be destined to fall before a true man without a name.
Let them threaten, in the words of a oveiat master: “ The
VERgeance I_I||I" secrel socielies 18 not a COMMON VRS CUANCE §
it s the hidden fire of wrath:” shall truth give back?
“The vengeance of secret societies s an wrreconcilable ven-
geance, and scarcely ever does it cease the pursuwi of its
victims until it has seen them tmmolated.”

The writer has been educated in a school teaching the
fear of God, and not the fear of sceret societies, It is too
late to intimidate with high sounding words, or with dark
msinuations, or with the effective operations of committees
of safety, The public are awake upon. this subject, and
they will see it thoroughly sifted.  Before boasting of their
“yicums,” the mmvincibles may be tanght the lessonin hard
battle learned :

“ When Satan first knew pain.
* And writhed him 1o and fro convolyed ;™

That no weapon can prevail against truth : no covering of

frand can resist the attack of fruth:

“ But the sword
“ Of Michanl from the armory of God
** Was givon him, lempered so, that neither keen
* Nor solid might resist that edge.”

Solomon 18 the reputed author of the present OTZaNIZY-
tion of Masonry in the lodges, and of Masonry in the

chapters too; but since this latter is above me in degree.
and still above me in comprehension, (for the difficulty of
conceiving how an order, founded on the destruction and
rebuilding of the temple, could have been organized in any
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shape four hundred years and upwards, before that destrue.
tion was achieved :) T confine my remarks to the former, to
Masonry in the lodges, and will draw from the incongruities
of the systent itself, further arguments to prove that King
Solomon knew no more of Free Masonry than did his fa-
ther, King David, |

I present the leading thoughts which follow, for the consi-
deration of the invincibles of Free Masonry, the stout hearted
supporters of her greatness, the men made dimsighted by
the splendour of her glories, hoping that even they will see,
and feel, and confess the force of truth, and the absurdity of
attempling to support a fabrie so thoroughly rotten in all its
timbers, _ .

What is the tradition? That Solomon and the two Hi-
rams often retired to the secret vault of the temple for the
study of Masonry,

How could this be? The King of Tyrehad a great go-
vernment at home to manage; he could not spend  his
months at Jerusalem, probably not less than 130 miles dis.
tant ; and post coaches did not run on the roads of Galilee
m that day; nor kave kings been in the habit of visiting
foreign parts without a retinue, which forbids rapidity of
motion : he could not go up, then, 1o lodge meetings at Je-
rusalem, if they had been most worthy of his attendance,

How this affair is to be accammodated I know not: let
the reader decide, | :

Suppose it to be granted, however, that by the help of
some wishing cap, belonging 10 “ the art of foresaying
things,"* King Hiram was often present at the meetings in
the secret vault. - Suppose the three in lodge, King Hiram
in the north. King Solomon in the west, and the third in the
north east, ;

“h Bﬁg‘iﬂ.“

* You begin.”

* F. M. Librarv, p. 11. Book of Constitutions, p. 19, Preston. bh. o
¢ 1.
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« What ought 2 Mason most to guard aganst '

“ Cowens.”

“ You will do your duty,”

(Hereupon Hiram of Tyre is absent a season. )

“ Most worshipful, the lodge is duly tyled.™

“ In what manner 1

“ By a good lock on the outer door, key on the mnside.”

(As there were no Master Masons in the world but these
three,* we will not feign any names for other usual parts
in the ceremonies of modern lodges.)

“ Where is the place of the youngest man i the lodge '

“ In the northeast, worshipful.”

* What are you there for, brother ™

“ The better to watch the morning dawn, to call the men
up early, and set them at work, that the king may be
pleased with the progress of Masonry.™

“ Your brother’s place here 7™

“ 1nthe north, most worshipful.™

“ Your duty in the north, brother 1

+ Ag the Aurora borealis shines out of the north, to tell
of the night which overshadows the earth, so stand 1 1n the
north tobe close by my brother in the northeast.”

“ Has the king a fixed place in the lodge 7

“ He has.™

« Please tell me where 1™

“ In the west, brother.™

“ What is his oflice in the west !™

“ As my brother stands in the northeast to observe the
morning dawn, so stands the king n the west to watch the
departure of twilight, to put the men to bed as they come
irom work, having given them their suppers.™

=

Buch is the prevailing form of the tradition.

# Behold, as the sun in the east doth arse,

“ The master the workmen and hireling employs,

“ The west and the south their assistance impart,
T emhellish the fabric, and strengthen the art.”
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“ \xlorious crafl, which fires the minil,
* Bweet with harmony and love,
* Burely thou wert first designed
“ A foretaste of the joye above,™
Ahaman Reson.

The Mason will say, “Pshaw ! pshaw ! all this was con-
trived by Solomon, for the benefit of after generations, and
not for his own use. They had no regular lodge of the
modern kind until after the decease of one of the trio ; then
others were admitted, and these ceremonies were adopted.™

Here observe the injustice of imputing to the wisest man
the erection of the senseless fabric of Free Masonry, Its
msignificant frivolity s unworthy of the meanest talents :
uid to cover its entire emptiness, or deep depravity, it takes
Solomon for its author; thus (whether senseless or de-
praved) putting contempt upon the character of Solomon.
and upon the holy records in which his writings are found.

I am far from saying these kings oceupied the time pre-
cisely in the manner above mentioned; but I do say, that with-
out occupying it in some such way, I know not, as Master
Masons, what they were about. They had too much real
business on their hands to come often together, and bandy
words to and fro ; and, except this, they could do nothing
peculiar 1o Free Masonry ; therefore masonic tradition errs
in saying they often retired to the secret vault, &e.

But soon death interrupted their sweet intercourse, and
deranged their plans. For the particulars of this melan-
choly event, we are solely indebted to the perfect recollec-
tions of Free Masons for one hundred suceessive Zeneri-
tions; the extreme difficulty of the thing only enhances
our high estimate of its value.
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CHAPTER XVIL
The Inglorious Death of owr Grand Master, Hiram Abif.

w () Desdemona ! Desdemona ! Dead:
s Dead?—=0h! Oh! Oh !"—Cihello.

lv w well known, that at the time we speak of, only
three Master Masons blessed the earth ; (the 3600 ancient
masters and mark masters, being but a part of the sic im-
par gibi, are not wanted now ) to these three alone the:
master's word was known, [ think there were 80,000 fel-
low erafts ‘employed upon the temple; my brethren will
correct meif T am wrong., Certain of these took the bold
resolution of extorting from the third man under the whole
heavens, a man of piety, mercy, and integrity, what did not
belong to them ; and these daring ones were stimulated to
the nefarions deed by the fear of not regularly recewing
the pay and emoluments of masters after leaving Jerusalen
to travel in forelgn parts,

Their leading motive at first appears singular 5 they could
aot find means to be contented with a pay nferior to thal
of princes! And how did they propose o secure that pay '
Being about to travel in foreign paris, they thought 1o
make sure of master’s pay, could they but obtain the mas-
ter’s word ; that ineffable word that had been handed down
throush successive ages by tradition, and was still visible in
the ."'r':n;n‘r' i Hthe Brme S, Ji ,I'm,.-n-1ﬁ.;;.rri.ufu‘r.rl o the 5llill!ilil=t'iil
of Free Masonry, that blazed out upon the triangle n the
dark vault. 0 soon as the man’s lamp was extmguished. A
wonderfal name, known only to olomon and the two Hi
rams 3 and yet it would help the fellow crafis travellng ntao

foreign parts, to obtain master’s wages!  "Ulos i truly Frec
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Masonry ; the art of finding new arts, and the way of win-
ning the faculty of Abrac.™

With what think men excited by so high an aim, and
bent on the dangerous enterprise of violently . extorting
from the grand master this precious word, would arm them-
selves?  Surely with a two foot rule! and a carpenter’s
square | and a common mallet !

They probably knew not how to use weapons of war ;
and, it being a premeditated assassination, time might have
been lost in learning their use! swords and dirks are not
mentioned among the utensils of that age ; so, as David
met the champion of Gath with his shepherd’s sling, they,
with the implements of their art, hit the grand master.
alter shaking him heartily, over the back, or breast, or head.
as it suited them, one blow each, and he died —verily, as the
[ool dies, so died our grand master !

Without striking a blow, without making a struggle, with-
out lifting u hand, without raising the least outery, at noon
day, (thy tradition is faithful, O, Free Masonry !) in the
midst of king Solomon’s temple, our Grand Master fell be-
neath the single and deadly stroke of a rule, a square, and
a‘mallet, laid on by three of his menials'* What a won-
der! The Master of “ the art of foresaying things,” did not
foresce his danger ; the master of “ the art of wonder-work-
mg,” did not even draw a magic cirele ; the master of “ the
way of winning the faculty of’ Abrac,” did not utter a sylla-
ble of magie, did not spit one mouthful of fire, did not make
the slightest attempt to conjure a spirit to his resene : but,
alas | forgetful of all his masonic defences, he died: he
basely died !

Why did not this man of authority rebuke with authori-
ty the folly of the fellow crafts? Maorgan could say, in his
last moments, “ If yau take my life, it will be more injury
to you than all I can write or say ;** and there was the foree

* Reador, this is faithful to the tradition, however the tradition may be
to tha trmath
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of truth in that appeal; but the Grand Master had betier
heen mum, than answer as he did in the weakness of his fear.

Yet this answer, (not lawful for me to repeat,) which 1s
too simple for a fellow craft to have given under reversed
circumstances, which is only an humble entreaty to the ruf-
fians, begging them 1o wait a time with patience, and as-
pire to perfection by good works, the Grand Master gave:
(no doubt the Masonic account is correct,) three times
suceessively, without variation,

“ Big, sie juval ire sub uwmbras.”

Ho, even so, it pleased him to die.

Why did he not utter one groan in “the universal lan-
guage of Masons 1

Surely that would have restored their senses, and their
overence for the Most Excellent Grand Master. A short
speech in that tongue might have calmed their fierce spi-
rits, He was very much to blame for neglecting all his
means of defence.  Ah, why not iry “the facultic off
Abrac.” “the art of wonder-working,” *and exhibit the
power of the masonic word.” Why did not he take up
some implement of masonry, and parry a blow,if' he could
not strike one !

‘The ruffians set upon him, not in a company, but singly,
and gave him ample time to bethink himself between their
several assaults; but he, not having in mind “the art of
foresaying things to come.” was surprised, “as if a man
did flee from a lion and a bear met him,” and flying under
the stroke of the carpenter’s square, he attempted to es-
cape by the West.t where no door was, and fell under the
blow of the mallet: when, at the North, there was a door,
and no ruffian on that side of the temple! How faithful

* Book of Constitutions,p. 19. F. M. L. p. 11.

| wish to be very precise in the statement of facts ; and as there is s di-
versity in the traditions with respect to the door at which Hiram Abiff’ fell,
it may be proper to state, that “ Juchin and Boax" refreshed the writer's
memory on this topie,
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are thy traditions, O Free Masonry ! And this is the exhi-
bition of “an instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity,
unparalleled in the history of man.” (Masonic Chart.)
“An instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, seldom
equalled, and never excelled, in the history of man 1 (Mas.
Monitor,)

* Hail, mysterious ! hail, glorious Masonry !
* That makes us ever great and free."—F. M, L. p. 352

The manner of first receiving the master’s grip, and the
accompanying five points of fellowship, is easily recollected
by every master mason ; and when it is considered that the
first performers of this singular ceremony, were no less
persons than Solomon, king of Isruel, and the corpse of a
man now 14 or 15 days dead, a corpse so0 far changed that
the fellow crafts who opened the grave were compelled, on
Jirst coming to the body, to give a significant sign of its mor-
tified state, the most credulous must see that the tradition
smells of falsehood, and is utterly shocking to common
sense.

“ Mortua quin etiam jungebat corpora vivis,
% Componens mambusque manus, atque oribus ora
“ Complexu in misero,”"—Jn. viii. 438,

*The living and the dead, at his command,
* Were coupled face to face, and hand to hand."—Dryden.

Yet it has been repeated for years, and will be repeated
lor years to come, by men of understanding, to curious
novices, with perfect gravity, and with solemn and reitera-
ted * assurances of its undeniable truth I"* [t may, how-
over, be hoped there will in future be some choking, when
they give to the candidate the lion’s paw and the five
points of fellowship,

Such are the “ incongruities™ of the historical tradition
belonging to the sublime degree of master mason ; enough,
it must be confessed, to justify the * embarrassment” of oyr

¥ Dalcho, p. 44.
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“ Sovereign Inspector General;” while he, as master
of a lodge, might be relating it “to a minister of the
holy word, or to any other gentleman of science ;” enough
to justify his honest exclamation, “ As well might we be-
lieve that the sun travels round the earth, instead of the
carth around the sun, as to believe in all the incongruities
which have been (and are) taught to masons in the symbo-

lie degrees,™

—& Nil hul unquam

W e Ty, aibi,™

Never was any thing so contradictory., (Dalche’s Ora-
tiong, p. H9.)

Thus I have treated of different topies in the most im-
portant, and only important tradition of masonry within
the lodges, in the order they have oceurred, and not in the
order ol their relation or accidence ; for T would not seem
unnecessarily to say any thing, by whicli the empty tales
and pretended mysteries of the order should be, in propria
persona, exhibited to view; and this, not for the sake of
vain masonry, but for the sake of those obligations, which,
blindfold, were taken, and ought to be kept with the eyes
open. Maszons who recollect the story, wil, with little
labour, understand these comments, and easily yield to
their accuracy and fAdelity,

But suppose every wdle word of this * story, founded on

"* were hstory,

the grossesl errors of accumulated ages,
what would the whole be worth, brother? The sitting up
of nights to learn? the monthly assembling to repeat ? the
laughable simplicity to admire? Children have a play per-
formed by the repetiion of fearful words with the eyes
shut in a lonely room, wlich has an effect a thousand times
more unpressive than, not to say this tradition, but than all

the jargon of the sublime degree put together.

Sov. Ins. Gen, Dr. Dalche. &c.
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Oid grandfather grey-bearnd,
Withoul tooth or tongue, &o.

But suppose the tale, entire, or in one of its parts, were
as true as that the earth revolves round the sun, what is it
worth? We have seen its total want of ingenuity in the
contrivance, and of wit in the result; it is no better caleu-
lated to excite deep emotions, than the palsy to animate the
dying frame; its efforts to be solemn are too shallow to
affect the heart of a child ; and, altogether, it is like to the
ancient master’s word, which, in the language of our Sove-
reign Grand Inspector General, “ is, in fact, not a word, but

merely a jumble of letters forming a sound without mean-
ng.” (Daleho’s Ora. p. 22,)

CHAPTER XVIil.

“ Pray, where are your lools,
“ Your line and plumb rules’
~ Each man to his work let him stand, boys ;
“ Worl =olid and sure,
 Upright and secure,
* Aud your building be sure will be strong, boys.™

Havive completed an examination of the several degrees
of Masonry within the lodges, in relation to their preten-
sions individually, 1 propose now to review them eollec-
tively,

The three degrees are emblematic of three divine dispen-
sations of grace, the Antediluvian, the Mosaic, and the
Chrisuan. (New Mon. Smith, & Hutchinson.)

“ The first degree inculcates the religion of nature. the
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existence of a God, and our duty to him, and to our fellow
men.” Its moral lessons are generally excellent in their
selection, and plain in their application. All their excel-
lence, however, 15 as free of Masonry as the cloak is free of
the back it covers; it forms no part of the man, nor does
the character of the wearer affect the value of the cloak.
Muasonry has adopted many perfect rules of conduct ; but
they will live when she is dead ; they will feel no pang when
she expires.

The mockery of truth and Heaven, by the prayer found
in the Book of Constitutions, and Monitor, and Chart, as
already quoted ; which is found also in Caleott’s Disquisi-
tions, p. 199. “ Endue him with divine wisdom, that he
may, with the secrets of Masonry, be able to unfold the
mysteries of Godliness and Christianity 57 found alse in the
Masonic Manual, p. 137.,18 a presumptuous and deceitful
supplication, as every novice does seriouely fear by the end
of the first lodge night.

But, bid on all hands to smother his fears, and to advance
to the sublime degree of a Master Mason,* before he in-
dulges his disappointment, the candidate becomes a fellow
craft,

T'his is the degree which treats of the five senses, the five
orders of architecture, and the seven liberal arts and sci-
ences, if we can believe the testimony of the Chart, Moni-
tors of all deseniptions, Manual of Masonry from p. 169, to
189., and Preston 62. to 72,, and Book of Cons. 5. C, p. G2
to 85, and F. M. Library, 165. to 180, ; and contains espe-
cially, that singular art of discovering divine truth by geo-
metrical solutions.  (New Man. p. 1.'"1?.}

Summing up the particulars taught in this degree, Mr.
Preston gravely adds: “ Besides a complete theory of phi-
losophy and physics, this lecture contains a regular system

* Thisis the common term among masonic authors for the third degree
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ol science, demonstrated on the clearest principles, and es.
tablished on the firmest foundation.”*

Morals in the first degree, physics, and all the arts and
sciences, in the second, or fellow craft’s degree, history
alone ig left for the master’s degree; and Masonry, being
“wisely planned to please the accomplished scholar,”
(Mon., Preston & Co.) in this degree, “ recites the tradi-
tions of the order, and presents to view a finished picture
of the utmost consequence to the fraternity ;" viz. that “ in-
stance of virtue, fortitude and integrity” exhibited in the
death of Hiram Abiff.

All this is done in the three first degrees, it would seem,
by the words of these masonic authors; what is left for the
remaining degrees to teach? We have the mark master’s
next; suppose that teaches * the universal language which
survived the confusion of Shinar, (i. e, Babel,) and, to our
great consolation, has been handed down to posterity.”!
(Hutehinson’s Sp. of Masonry, p. 6. and 131.)

The alphabet of this strange tongue would be enough,
perhaps, for the mark degree; and as even that s not
taught in the lodges, it wonld seem inexeusable to post-
pone it longer.

The past master’s degree may teach the grammar of the
same tongue, The most excellent masters will translate a
little, the royal arch will pursue the same study for aught
I see, in the want of something else to do, and the royal

* Book of Const. 8, C.p.85. F.M, Library, p. 178, same words,

t » Trudition would deliver down the doclrines of our first parents with
the utmost truth and certainty, whilst the Antediluvians enjoyed the lon-
govity of which the books of Moses give evidence; but whon men came Lo
multiply on the earth, and were dispersed to the distant regions of the
globe, then the inestimable lessons of kxowLEpa and ravTn taught by the
first men, fell into confusion and corruption, and were retained pure, and
in perfection, but by few. Those few, to our greal consolation, have hand-
ed them down to aflerages; they also retained the universal language, un-
corrupted with the eonfusion of the plains of Shinar, and preserved it to
posterity.”— Hulchinson's Sp. Mas.
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master's and the select master’s degrees are yet to come :
and a whole lot of sublime and ineffable degrees,

Perfect Master,

Intimate er;-mr}'_

Provost and Judge,

Intendant of the Buildines.

Elected Knights of 9.

[lnstrious Eleeted of 15.

Sublime Knight Elected,

Grand Master Architect,

Perfection,

One would suppose it were time to stop at this degree,
but it is numbered in the list of the Sov. Ins. General only
14 ; and 19 degrees lie beyond perfection | This is genuine
Free Masonry, that began before time, and reaches perfec-
tion before it 19 half' finished !

Knight of the East,

Prince of Jerusalem.

Prince of Merey.

Knight of the Sun, &e. &c. to the

aid Degree, entitled, Sovereign Grand Inspector
Gieneral,

But even this is not enough. “ Besides those degrees
which are in regular succession, most of the mspectors are
in possession of a number of detached degrees, given in
diflerent parts ol the worid ; and which they generally com-
municate free ol expense to tho=e brethren who are advan-
ced enough to understand them ; such as select Masons of
27, and the royal arch, as given under the constitution of
Dublin ; six degrees of Magonrie d*Adoption, Compagnon
Fcossais, Le Maitre Ecossais, et l¢e Grand Maitre Feos.
sais, &e. dec. making in the aggregate 53 degrees.” (Dal-
cho's Orations, p. 80.)

Shall we laugh, or shall we weep? Ridicule loses its
edge when in contact with a matter 19 degrees above per-
fection. besides twenty collateral degrees. T have no
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heart 10 laugh. Well said the psalmist in his haste.
“ All men are hars.” Yea, and

“ What man, seaing this,
* And baving human feelings, does not blush
“ And hang his head, 1o think himself n map.”

Yet to weep over human folly is of little use : our syin-
pathy is misplaced, and the evil rarely corrected. Better
laugh it down where we can. No subject was ever fitter
for this kind of treatment than Free Masonry. The ge-
nus of Cervantes and of Butler would find in it ample scope
for exercise.

“Inall the fabric
“ You shall see not one stone, nor o brick,
* But all of wood, by powerful gpell
“ Of magic, made impregnablo :
* Therc’s neither iron bar nor gate,
** Portcallis, chain, nor belt, nor grate,
** And yet men durance there abide,
“ In dungeons scarce three inches wide
“ In circle magical confined,
“ With walls of subtle air and wind, ™

What can Masons be employed in learning on these
migher degrees? What, above the third degree? They
have mastered natural religion and moral philosophy, in
the first; all the hberal arts and seiences in the se-
cond ; and are furnmished with an ample specimen of
the faithfulness of masonic tradition in the third. Now
what should they go higher for? What can they learn
when exalted?  They must be out of matter and mind be-
tore they reach the 7th degree, were each degree as im-
portant as the first and second. What can they be domng
in the sublime degrees T Not reviewing the studies of the
lower degrees, surely, for it is impossible to review what

e - A e — e

Hudibras' Enchanted Castle
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has never been exammed. It is difficuli to concewve what
they are doing, unless they are helping the lodges, as
Harry and Dick were helping John to do nothing.

[t must strike every one as mysterious, that all the liberal
arts and sciences should be huddled into one degree of Ma-
sonry, and that the second. With proper economy they might
have been distnbuted among the 33 or 53 degrees of the
order, and have served a valuable purpose as prefensions ;
but, crowded together where they are, they choke our cre-
dulity with their prodigions bulk, and leave the supenor de-
grees destitute of the semblance of an art or seience to
support life and character. This shows that the higher de-
grees are illegitimate children, having a shelter under the
paternal roof, but not a cent of the inhertance.

And now, reader, we have travelled through the lodges.
with a short flight to the sublime degrees, carefully inspect-
ing the preiensions of Free Masonry, and exposing her va-
nity and emptiness.

And whe.e is the knowledge given, the desire of which
the candidate for Masonry is made to say, prompts him to
seek admission to the lodge I—(Book of Cons. of Mass.
p- 4.)

“ Masonry 18 a progressive science.” (Preston, Webb's
Monitor, chap. 10, F. M. Library, p. 165, &c. &e,) The
thing we have examined together, dear reader, a science !
Who would have thought it, had not the books repeatedly
assured us of the fact? * It beeth the skylle of nature,
the understoneying of the myghte that is hereinne, and its
sondrye workynges ;” “ the arte of fyndynge new artes,
which arte the first Masonnes receaved fromme Godde, by
which they findeth whatte artes hem plesethe, and the trew
waye of techynge the same.” (Book of Cons. of Mass.
pp. 15. and 19. F. M. Library, pp. 9. and 11.,  Preston,
b, 3. sec, 1.)

Masonry includes within its circle almost every branch of
polite learning ; under the veil of its mysteries is compre
Trended a regular gystem of seience. This 1s not falsely
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moeking Free Masonry, but these are her own words, first
published in the Illustrations of Masonry, book 2. sec. 4
copied by Webb, with the sanction of the Grand Chapter
of R. L. (Webb's Monitor, chap. 10. p. 50.) and inserted in
the Free Mason’s Library, p. 165. with the sanction of
the Grand Lodge of Maryland,

Nor does Free Masonry leave to blind conjecture the cir-
cle of polite learnmg included within her lectures, She
kindly enumerates in her official records, “ the artes agri-
cultura, architectura, astronomia, geometria, numeres, mu-
sica, poesie, kymistrie, government, and religionne.” (Free
Mason’s Library, p. 10. Book of Const. of Mass. p. 16. or
17.) Also,* grammar, rhetorie, and logie.” (Hardie’s Mon.
Webb's Mon. Tannehill's Manual. - Cross’s Chart, &e.
and the F. M. Library,p. 174.)

Neither does her amiable condescension forsake us here,
What man, without her kind aid, could guess the nature of
that regular system of science comprehended under the veil
of her mystertes 7 Her circle of polite learning might have
been, in some part, within the scope of human calculation;
musica and poesie, not to mention agricultura and rely-
gyonne ; but only the art of finding new arts could tell us
the system of science which follows, viz, * The arte of wun-
derwurkinge, and of foresaying things to come, the way of
winninge the facultie of Abrac, (magie,) the skill of be-
coming gude and parfyghte withouten the holpynges of
fere and hope, the universalle longuage of Masonnes.*
We must believe all this, since she herself solemnly de-
clares it in the Book of Cons. of Mass.p. 19. F. M. Li-
brary, p. 11. ; Hardie's Mowitor ; Caleott’s Disquisitions ;
Hutehinson's Spirit of Masonry ; Preston’s Hiustrations of
Masonry. b, 3. 5. 1..and in Greenleaf s Brief Inquiry, p. 89.
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CHAPTER XIX.

« {ome then, brethren, lead glone
# Hocial rites and mystie songr !

“ Tho' nor Madam, Miss, nor Bess.
“ Could our myst nes ever guess;
“ Nor could ever learned divine

“ Sacred Masonry define ;

“ Round our order elose we bind

% Laws al love to all mankind ;

“ Thus like elves in mystic ring,

o Merry Masons drink and sing.”

“ A vopok isa place where Masons assemble and work :
hence that assembly, or duly organized society of Masons,

s called a lodge,”

and every brother ought to belong to one,
and be subject to its by-laws and general regulations.

“ A lodge ought to assemble for work at least once
every calendar month, and must consist of one master, two
wardens, (semor and junior,) one secretary, one treasurer
two deacons, one or more stewards, a tyler, and as many

members as the master and the majority of the lodge shall

. ]

think proper; although more than forty or fifty are gene
rally found inconvenient for working to advantage: and,
therefore, when a lodge comes to be numerouos, some of
the ablest master workmen, and others under their diree-
tion, will obtain leave to separate, and apply to the grand
lodge for a warrant to work by themselves, in order to the
advancement of the erall.

“ Every member of a working lodge should be a Mastes

Mason.”—Book of Cons. pp. 42, 43.

" % Bo, the word church is expressive both of tha consragation and the
place of worship,"—Book of Cons. p. 42,




L Lilba=%.. l l:

The duty of the zeveral officers, chosen annually, is nex
Jefined at length,

“'The master has it in special charge, to see that all the
by-laws of his lodge, as well as the genecral regulations
from the grand lodge, be duly observed, that his wardens
discharge their office faithfully,” &e, &e.—Book of Cons.
. 44,

He has the general authority of president of a society,

“OF THE WARDENS OF A LODGE.

** None but Master Masons can be wardens of a lodge,

* The senior warden suceeeds to all the duties of the mas-
ter, and hlls the chair, when he is absent.”

* The business of the wardens in the lodge is, generall
to assist the master in conducting the business, and mana-
ging the craft, in due form and order, when the master js
present.”—Book of Cons. pp. 46,47,

The secretary and treasurer perform the duties usually
implied in their offices.

*OF THE DEACONE OF A LODGE,

* The deacons are to assist the wardens in the execution
of their duty, to examine and welcome visiting brethren, to
prepare candidates, and to perform such other services as
are assigned them.

" ETEWARD,

“ The stewards are to provide refreshment, and make a
|'|'gr||.'|r ri']imrl of the expense Lo the treasurer, and to'see
that the regalia (furniture) of the lodge are in good order.
and always ready for use,

““ OF THE TYLER OF A LODGE.
*“ In order that due decorum be observed, while the lt‘ldgi'
15 engaged in what 1s serions and solemn, and for the pre-
servation of secresy and good harmony, a brother who is
skilled in the master's part. shall be appointed and paid for
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tyling the lodge door dunng the time of communication.’
Book of Cons, pp. 49, 5.

Such are the matenals of a Lodee of Master Masons,
foreach of the three first degrees constitutes a lodge by it-
self. T'he apprentices’ lodge is free to fellows and mas-
ters ; the fellow crafts’ lodge is free to masters, while ap-
prentices are excluded ; and the masters’ lodge excludes
both apprentices and fellows, umtil they are raised, accord-
g to the ancient usages, to the sublime degree of a master
mason. Members of chapters, encampments, councils, &,
&e., must of necessity have reached the upper I'lEgTI}I‘!E by
passing regularly through the lower ; and as all above have
a right in the degrees below, they may wvisit in, and be
members of lodges of master masons. But observe, that
none can open a master's lodge on a degree above the
third degree in Masonry,

The degrees above are a late invention, and belong to
the chapters, &c.; with them I have nothing to do:—let
them live; the three first degrees, which are embodied
in lodges, and governed by the officers here explained, are
alone under consideration,

The lodges thus constituted, and required “ to assemble
for work at least once in every calendar month,” (Cons. p.
12.) do nothing unknown to the public except during com-
mumeation.  'The season of communication opens and clo-
ses with ceremonies, improper for a Masen to discover, be-
cange he has bound himself by oath not to discover them
except to a brother Mason. But no doubt 1 may copy
from the Free Mason’s Monitor.

«To conduct (these ceremonies) with propniety ought to
Ly llu-. |||‘.['I.|[i:|r :-:[u[l:.' nf t'\'{"l"'i.' Mﬂﬂﬂn, {'Epﬂ{‘:iﬂ”}' ﬁf lhn:-'il."
who have the honour to rule i our assembhes,

“ From n share in (them) no Mason can be exempted. It
is a general concern in which all must assist.  Thas (cere-
mony of opening the lodge) is the first request of the mas-
ter. and the prelude to all business.  Na sooner has it been
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signitied, than every officer repairs to s station, and the
brethren rank according to their degrees, (1st, 2d, 3d deg.)

“The intent of the meeting becomes the sole object of
attention, and the mind s insensibly drawn from those indis-
eriminate subjects of conversation which are apt to intrude
on our less serious moments,” (F, M. Mon. part 1. ch. 5-
Preston, b, 2. sec, 3.)

We have noticed in Lancasterian, and Monitorial, and in
infants’ schools, at a stroke of the master’s bell, the whole
school rise, and at a word extend the right arm smartly, and
then the lefi: with a finger touch the right ear, then the
left cheek : then clap their hands merrily. This was the
prelude to some business, and served the purpose of gain-
ing the attention of the children. Its striking similarity.
both in manner and design, to the masonic ceremonies of
opening and closing the lodges of the different degrees,
would induee one to think it must have been adopted from
the lodges into the schools ; but in the schools it has an im-
provement in respect to simplicity, and in being a prelude
to business of importance.

A lodge of masters does never regularly open on the third
degree, until after having ceremoniously opened and closed
the two preceding. In this way apprentices and fellow
crafts are regularly paid their wages and dismissed, leaving
the masters to themselves. But any business properly be-
longing to a particular degree, is done while the lodge is
open on that degree, that all interested may have an op-
portunity to act.

What can the lodges be doing one night in a month?

Every society, whether of agriculturists, mechanics, or
philanthropists, will find something to entertain and engage
them when they meet in conelave. They have by-laws to
make and repeal, and enforce and waive ; and so have the
lodges. They have cach peculiar interests to look after.
Masonry has hers, and takes this opportunity to drill her
votaries on the manual exercises of the craft, by which one
1 enabled to prove, and to prove himself, a brother: em
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bracing the pass-words, signs, tokens, words, gnps, dus
guards, &e.; also, to instruct her sons i her catechism,
and her emblems, (if time permits.) and in her tradition.”

She deals in this kind of lore, which 18 in some of its
parts good ; but as a whole, is empty ; is no better, as one
says, than teaching to put away folly and sin by the emblem
of a pair of snuflers, which (in the style of the Monitor)
are used by operative Masons for the purpose ol topping a
light to increase its brilhaney @ * bt we, as speculative Ma-
sons, use them for the more noble and glorious purpose™ of
topping our vanity, that the light of our honest example
may the more brilliantly shine to the glory of the craft,
which knows how to derive the sublimest morals from the
trowel and the hammer, the plumb-line and the hand-saw.

These things would not keep men together long even-
mgs once ina month, nor bring them' together, only as they
serve another turn.  In the lodge the politician gains in-
Auence, the tradesman makes friends and customers, the
mechanie secures employers, and varions minds in various
callings meet and communicate upon various imterests, with
a good degree of freedom, and confidence, and social plea
sure. They pay no more respect to vain Masonry than this
she brings them together, and helps them each to gain his
own ends, only demanding from him in return, that atten-
tion to her forms and ceremomies which is necessary to hey
existence, and that they give, It 15 a school of discipline
to the ambitious ; an apology for an entertamment to the
convivial ; and a distinguished opportunity for the selfish, as
well as a season of recreation to the labourer.

To initiate, pass, and raise candidates for the different de
grees, takes up no small partof the ime of twelve evening:
m a year. For then all the ceremonies and emblems, &ee.
attached to the degree must properly be repeated and exhi-
bited to the novice ;: and these ceremonies are so long as

" A view of the eatpchism and tradition are seen in e third degree
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to be quite tedious, were it not for the mterest felt in cbsery-
ing their eflect on the candidate: as a jockey will, some-
times, when purchasing « strange horse, suddenly bray bee
i his face to test lus courage.

* In lodges [ have been,
“ And all their rites bave seen,” &¢.

It will not seem strange to the reader, that the time should
be fully taken up with these things one evening in a month,
when he recollects, that Masonry intrusts nothing to wr-
ting which relates to her numerous signs, tokens, &c. and
to her varied eatechisms and lectures, and to her tradition.

It must all be learned by dictation, and that is no small
affair, especially when it is considered how much more diffi-
cult to commit a senseless thing is, than any matter of com-
mon sense, and of impressive import,

Few men, having on hand the usual cares of life, can afford
time for the tedious operation ; but young minds, aspiring
to the official stations of the lodge, and to be distinguished
in the crowd on some public occasion, as great Masons,
apply themselves to the task, day by day, and night after
night, and make suitable proficieney,

Thisis called lecturing, because the advanced Mason die-

tates while the others learn.

I hope it is no breach of trust in me, no contempt of my
masonic obligations, to say, that the relearsal of these
thines, accompanied by the exercise of the manual, consti-
tutes that business in modern lodges signified by the word
work—work over which the master presides, and in which
all the brethiren assist. The term makes an important figure
in the treatises on Masonry; and while every one may
know, from the stillness of the lodge room, that the temple
of the lodges, like that of our ancient grand master, js
erected without the sound of a hammer ; and from the state
of the room after the lodge have retired, that no rubbish js
there sufficient to conceal the baseness of any improperly

16
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aspiring fellow ecrafts of this generation; and so, that the
term work, as used by modern artists, must have a significa-
tion different from its common acceptation ; yet one would
scarcely suspect it had an application so very humble, as to
signify the dictation or repetition of the masonic catechism,
and the rehearsal of all those senseless peculiarities by
which Masonry entwines her votaries of every country in
one mystic band ; but it does mean neither more nor less.

[ have pleasure, for the sake of my friends in the lodges,
of stating one other emplovment which much better occu-
pies a portion of their time. It is the exercise of that
grace which covers a multitude of sins, The fees of ad-
mission are not uniform throughout the country, but they
every where amount to a large sum, a part of which goes
to erect and to furnish the hall, to purchase the regalia,
dec., and another part to support and comfort poor widows
and orphans of Masons, This is a charity confined to its
circle, and useful there; and though limited in its opera-
tions, and sometimes perverted from its course, it does go
far to engage friends of a pure purpose to the support of
the institution, go far to cover the nakedness of the lodges,
and may serve as an open door for any to escape whole
trom the tottering edifice who will : but as true chanty is
not dependent upon any invention of man, it is unneces-
sary, for its sake, to sacrifice immutable truth to Free Ma-
SONrY.

[The reader may recollect the anecdote of the charity
fund of the Grand Lodge of England building in part the
splendid Masons’ Hall, London : and also, the remains of
€ol. Webb, brought from Ohio, and buried, at great expense
te the lodges, ]
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CHAPTER XX.

A R.26. 193, Brick and Mortar origin of the « Divine
Craft.”

“ Hail Masonry ! thou craft divine!
“ (ilory of earth, from heaven revealed !
“ Which doth with jewels precious shine,
“ From all but Masons® eyes concealed.”
Caleott’s Disgquisitions, p. 231,

[ 18 unportant to the truth, that clear proof be furnished
of the brick and mortar origin of the “ divine craft ; that
within a hundred years, it has assumed its heavenly charac-
ter, has exalted itself above all principalities of the earth,

and now spurns its honest progenitors.
The lgh claims have come in abundance ; now follow

some extracts of a more humble character. They are taken
from an ancient author, already quoted in these pages, and
again to be quoted, Lawrence Dermott, whose work has
high celebrity among Masons, and s entitled, “ Ahiman
Rezon,” the most truly masonic name of any author I have
read.* The edition I use, was printed in London, 1764,
The author assures us, in his preface, p. 15. “ In the follow-
ing sheets, I have inserted nothing, but what are undeniable
truths,” e is not so desperate a foe to truth as some. He
gides with the ancient, m distinction from the modern Ma-
sons, and has not all the extravagance of the * young arehi-

— it — —— == W o e w

* From this, the Book of Constitutions of South Carolina is called = Akj.
man Rozon;™ and the second title of the F. M. Library, which is the Book
of Constitutions of Maryland, is “Ahiman Rezon ;" “ The F. M. L. and G¢-

noral Aliman Reron.”
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tects,” whe wished to have dispensed with wearing aprous ;
but he is not destitute of great merit as a pretender, T find
the “ New Monitor™ indebted to him for the passage quoted :

“ The very enemies of Free Masonry, must own, thatitis
the most renowned society that ever was, is now, or perhaps
ever will be, upon earth, as the following true description
will clearly show :

* Hail mighty ART—gracious gift of heaven,

“To aid mankind by our Creator given :

“ "T'was you alone which gave the ark its form,

“ That saved the faithful from the impending storm,” &,

True as Free Masonry,

The lines are too wretched to be endured, and yet the
sentiment deserves notice, especially as,in conclusion, he
adds, “ But methinks I hear some say, if Free Masonry be
guch, the brotherhood are the happiest men hving ;™ and he
would have us conclude that they are.

“ A heavenly ark, to show God saved the lives

“ OFf Masons four, likewise their happy wives.”
(Noah and his family.)

“ Buch are the blessings of sach time and season,

“ Which God has promised to the master Mason.*

At the end of these profane lines, he has the following :
# None but strangers to the craft, and Ungenerous encmies
to good society, will doubt the veracity of what is here in-
serted concerning Free Masonry.” But let not the reader
be out of conceit of this Ahiman Rezon ; it is one of the least
offensive, on the whole, of any masonic treatise | have read.
and gives the following—

* Masonic poets have followed the opinion of an ancient Jesuit, who says,
Que ln Sorbone n'a point de jurisdiction sur le Parnasse ; et que les erreurs
do ce pays la ne sont sujettes, ni aux Censures, ni 4 VInguisition, * As if
men were forbidden to be impious and blasphemous in prose only,™—Pues-
chel's Lettras Provinciales. p. 221 :
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« Charge for the management of the craft i working 3
which will mightily help to discover the true origin of the
order,

“ All Masons should work hard and honestly on working
days, that they may live reputably, and appear in a decent
and becoming manner on holidays,” d&e.  Work means
work in this charges; but preserved in modern lodges, it
means nothing and less; it it bore some proportion to play.
it were a redeeming quality n the modern masonic appli-
| cation of the term ; but it is a true minus quantity, diffienlt

for beginners to understand, and serving the expert Mason
in a pinch, us 2 serves an algebraist, for any unknown thing.

“ A master Mason only must be the surveyor or master
of the work, who shall undertake the lord's work reasona-
bly, shall dispend his goods as if they were his own, and
shall not give more wages than are just to any fellow or
apprentice.” [A. Rezon, p. 25, ]

Master Masons were the highest needed in that age.
Men would not then have known at what employment to
setaroyal arch. It will appear in due season, that masters
in that day alone had charge of the work ; and that “ the
holy royal arch,” and all the sublime degrees, have had
their being since the time, when the landlord’s work in
stone masonry began to be perverted for her profit and
praise, to the Lord’s work in Free Masonry. * Mark, Jew I”

“The master and the masons shall faithfully finish the
lord’s work, whether task or journey ; nor shall they take
work at task, which hath been accustomed to journey, (A.
Rezon, p. 28.)

It was evidently the design of these ancient mechanics
to favour a system of rules and prices of work, which they
call jowrney work, in opposition to task work, or work, the
price of which was to be agreed upon without reference to
the fixed rates of the craft.

“ None shall show envy ata brother’s prosperity, nor sup.
plant him, nor put him out of his work, if’ capable to finush
it, All Masons shall meekly receive their wages withour

‘ - | 2
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murmuring, or mutiny ; and not desert the master till the
tord’s work 1s finished,” duc, ; matter enough to prepare the
reader for the proof yet to be given of the very recent ori-
gin of the *Noachidae and the science Mismpeme © | am in
the nudst of heavep,

{tis evident that their emblems were derived, with their
ceremonies, and charge, and aprons, from the men who
work i brick and stone and mortar.

This truth beautifully illustrates another which has been
charged to the vanity of the craft, viz. that the kamb skin.
or white leather apron, the badge of Masons, is more ancient
than the golden fleece or Roman eagle, more honourable
than the star and garter, & .

* Our leather aprons we eomparo

* With garters red nnd blue;
“ Princes and kings our brothers are,

* While they our rales pursue.”— Presfon, p. S98.

We may say with Teresa to her loving spouse, Sancho
Panza, “ What covers, discovers thee.,” Substitute sheep
<kin, for lamb skin apron, (the badge of a stone Mason. no

* Ahiman Rezon, p. 24, says: % A Mason is obliged by his tenure to oh-
serve the moral law, as a true Noachida,” which be explains in & nots.
“ Sons of Noah, the fizst name of Free Masons.” And in this he is follow-
od by the New Monitor, p. 109. | am bold to follow so high masonic autho-
rity, notwithstandiog a trifling dilemma in which it seems invoived ; not
unlike that of the origin of the royal arch degree. Masonic history
asmoris, that Adam and hiv tons were Free Masons ; it would seem absurd.
then, to say that Neachida, was the first name of Free Masons. But.
doubtless, that Mesourania, which unites men of the most opposite tonets
in one sacred band, ean reconcile this discrepance with perfect harmony,

* "Tis Masonry unites mankin ;

* To generous actions forms the soul ;

“ In friendly converse all conjoined,
" Ulne gpurit animates the whole."—0d Song
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doubt, smee rocks were handled by architects,”) and the
vanity of the pretension sinks irito the most lowly humility,
and its seeming falsehood is converted into self-evident
truth,

The Roman eagle did not, like the royal arch, have being
before its parents, the Romans, nor until some thousand

years after brick and mortar Masons wore good sheep skin
aprons,

“ The curious vulgar eould never devise
“ What social Free Masons so rapturously prize;
* No human conjecture, no study in schools :
% Buch fruitless attempts are the efforte of fools.”
Algman Rezon.

CHAPTER XXI.
Precarications of Free Masons 1.

* Pray make no mistake,
*“ But true your joints break,

*“ And take care that you follow your leaders ;
# Work, rake, back, and tueth,

“ And 'make your work smooth,
* And besure that you fill up your headors.”

Aluman Regomn.,

Tne ceremonies and emblems of Masonry are indicative
of its origin and character. It began with labourers, men

* The newly imitiated brother is girded with the emblem of
moro ancient than the tower of Babel, more honourable than t
dignity.—Smuth’'s Maronry, p. 297,

mnocenee,
he imperia!
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who with muscular armm wielded the settine mall, handled
the trowel, and wore their sheep-skin aprons with unafiect-
ed grace.  And to operative Masons, who know the use of
plumb lines and squares, shovels and common gavels, rough
ashler, perfect ashler, and trestle board, the eceremonies
of Masonry may in some parts be debghtful and pro-
fitable. Such will enjoy the lines placed at the head of this
1'I|-II|T1'I+

True Masons know the meaning of the lines, and relish
them. But pretended Masons, ignorant of the art, would
nnderstand, * True your joints break,” m a literal sense
and so pretend broken limbs. “ Take care that you follow
vour leaders,” they would separate from all connexion with
operative Masonry, and apply it as a rule to obey the grand

athieers,
“ Worl, rake, baek, and tueth ;7

that would be to them the secret : a mystery mexplicable,
“ And be sure that you fill up your headers,”

would be understood 1n a convivial sense.

A thousand times worse perverted is Free Masonry.
Having come mto the hands of lords and E:'lﬂli_'rill.-.t:l and
tatlors, most of whom have not the smallest 1dea of the pe-
destal, column and entablature ; the plinth, the die and the
arbake : and Aoding the terms of Masonry esther valgar, as
brick and mortar, or obscur . O = ]L‘l.]'l';;i.'l.-' i.iulf |Hll!lﬂ'i~;n"
they think the very brick and mortar has some hidden mean-
ing, known only to the gifted Mason ; and ** the ledgers anq
putiocks,” (pudlogs. Walker,) are terms of the umiversal
language, which has come down to Masons uncorrupted
from the plans of Shinar; and which they, poor fellows,
have not had opportunity to learn yet ; and so it is that the
plain noun Masonry, which every child knows to mean the
art of building with brick, and stone, and mortar, 1s made to
come from the Greek, Mwwane: sum in medio Coeli:

Anglicé, Tam in the midst of heaven. (Hutchinson’s Sp.
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Mas. p. 15.) or, as Smith gives it, p. 35., * The original
names of Masons and Masonry may probably be derived
fromn Musngier, res arcana, mystery, and Mseese, sacris initiatus,
mystu, those initiated into sacred mysteries.,”*

The humble origin of Free Masonry does not suit with
the high notions of its white handed professors ; and is used
as an argument even to prove the heavenly mystery of the
order, * Were we claimants,” says Mr. Hutchinson, “ only
of the title of mechanics, we might have chosen as ancient,
and a more honourable branch of the arts or sciences.™ p.
159,

No doubt we might, and if it were to do over again,
should ; but it is done, and we must bear it. Mr. H. will
not bear it, however 3 he asserts, in the face of all the insig-
nia of the lodge, and the trowels of the chart, and aprons of
the craft together, that * our mysteries are totally abstract-
ed from the rules of mechanics ; they are not firnished with
any type, symbol, or character, but what appertains to de-
monstrate the servants and devotees of the great Mresars.”—
Sp. Mas. p. 159.

“ (fanel, pauge, and plumb, and level,
“ All are quickly brought (o use;

“ These, with use of line and frowe).
“ Works of moral worth produce.”

But who 1s this Mr, Hutchinson, that holds the truth so

— — e ey w

-

* % The words mason and masonry, are but corruptions of other words,
having no relation fo edifices.  Mason is, by some, derived from the Greek
word, mas and sun, (quero salvam,) [ desire life or salvalion, snd supposed
to allude to the situation of the eandidate during some period of the ancient
coremonios. The term masonry seems but a slight variation of the Groek
Mitwpavew. (esse in medio coeli) T am in the midet of heaven.”—(Freenleaf’s
Brigf Inquiry nio the Origin and Principles of Free Masonry, p. 44

“ The name of mason is not ta be considered in the contracted sense of 4
builder of habitations; bat figuratively, one, who by gradual advances iy
sublime troths, and the various arts and sciences, which Free L'lllmh[jr ine-
culcates, is raised by regular courses to such a dogree of perfection, as to be
roplete with happiness himself, and extensively beneficial to othere™ (g2
coil’s Disquisitions, p. 76.)

17
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hghtly ! Is he somne Jachin and Boaz, disowned by the tra-
ternity ! Did the Masons kill him for a disgrace 1o the craft !
No, no; what Mr, Hutchinson has written, was esteemed
“for her profit and praise,” and is prefaced with the follow-
ing—

“ SANCTION,

“ Whereas brother Willinm Hutchinson has compiled a
work, entitled, * ‘The Spirit of Masonry ;' and has requested
our sanction for the publication thereof; we, having perused
the said book, and finding it will be of use to this society,
do recommend the same.,

“ Petre, G, M.
“ Rowland Holt, D. G. M.
“ Thomas Noel, 8. G, W.
“ John Hatch, J. G. W.
“ Rowland Berkely, (i, T,
“ James Heselting, G, Sec.”

iord Petre 18 well known in the annals of Masonry, as
Grand Master of England, from 1772 to 1777 ; under whose
wdministration, the corner stone of Free Masons® Hall, Lon-
don, was laid.—Whew ! Whew | Of what use 15 reason to
such men; or argument aganst such folly? * Having
perused the book, do recommend the same.” l.et Ma
sonry answer il

The copy i my hands 18 an edition I'rumialu'ti at New-
York in 1800, and here follows a passage which the Lord
Petre and his grand officers must have read, and which
shows with what a determined spirit Mr. Hutchinson closed
his eyes to the truth, and hardened his heart in transgres-
sion, while he would prove Masonry to belong to Heaven,
and not to bncks and mortar.

“ Qur antiquity 18 in our principles, maxims, lansuage,
learning, and religion ; these we derive from Eden, (the
language of Eden in the lodges!) from the patriarchs, and
from the sages of the east, all which are made perfect un-
der the Christian dispensation. 'The hght and doctrines

which we possess, are derived from the beginning of time,
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and have descended through this long succession of ages
uncorrupted ; but our modes and manners are deduced from
the different eras of paradise, the building of the temple at
Jerusalem. and the Christian revelation.”” 'T'hree eras, ohe
for each of the three degrees.

If Mr. Hutchinson was mad, my Lord Petre, and Mr.
Holt, and Mr. Noel, &¢. ought not to have recommended
his labour, and Mr. Preston should not have quoted his
work as follows : * Mr. Hutchinson, in his ingenious trea-
tise entitled, The Spirit- of Masonry.”™* And, if Mr. H.
were in his right mind, he should not have asked the follow-
ing questions, p. 170. “If our ceremonics mean not the
matter which I have expressed ; if they imply not the moral
and religious principles which Fhave endeavoured to unveil ;
| ask you, Masons, what they do imply, import or ingli-
cate !

(Because they are senseless and ridieulous, he thinks
they must be uneurthly, heavenly, divine.)

“ Can we presume so many learned and noble persenages
would, for many successive ages, have been steady members
of the fraternity, if the mysteries were unimportant, and the
ceremonies unintelligible? It cannot be ; take away their
spiit, and they become ridiculous.”— Hutch. p. 171.

To learn the spirit of these ceremonies, I turn back, and
on p. 170. 1 find, * The Divinity looking down with an
eye of commiseration upon the deplorable state of man,
in his merey and love, sent us a Redeemer and Mediator,”
&e. “1In the master’s onper this whole doetrine is symbo-

e —— e ——— —— e

# And the Grand Lodge of Maryland. * The enlightened brother
Hutchinson, in his elaborate work entitled the Spisit of Masonry,” p- 180,
F. M. Library. Aguin, p. 199, quoting from Mr. Hutelhinson's Spirit of
Masonry, hosays, * 1 again introduce the most respoatable nuthority which
hias ever fallen to my 1ot to peruse.” Again, p. 190, * The erudite pen of
the author of the Spirit of Masonry.”
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hized, and the Christian conduet is by types preserved 1o
us,”

Precisely as wind-mills were @mants to the knight of La
Mancha.

Opportunity will offer more of Mr. H.% views in the pro
gress of this work. All comment upon them fails ; their
=:lh-l1nlil:.' is unspeakable ; yet he has a spark of sense lefi :
“take away their spiair,” he says, from the ceremonies of
Ma sonry, ** and they become ricliculous.™

To save them from utter contempt, he persuades himself
they are symbols of the Redeemer's ¢ross !

CHAPTER XX]1.
Wasomic Ceremonies and Fmblems.

* Adam, well versod in arts,

* Grave o his sons the plumb and line ;

“ By Mu:-unrj, suge Tubal Cain

“ To the deep organ tuned the stran.™—FF peics.

Iv showing the perversions of Masonry, these lines will
do well to head a chapter. In the mouth of 3 labouring
Mason they would not very much err from the truth. Adam
lived to g great age, and i is not impossible that he taught
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the mhabitants of the earth to rear houses, as well as to

plant gardens ; and this the poet may express without ol
fence, as he has done,

“ Adam, well versed in nrla,
“ Grave lo his sons thn Pl and line.”

And, in the same manner, labourers might claim Tubal
Cain as a brother artist, for he was an instructer of every
artificer in brass and iron ;* but the moment any mystical
meaning is attached to the words, that moment they arc
made to utter falsehood. On the lips of labouring Masons
they have a literal, and natural, and honest meaning ; but
with those, like Mr. Hutchinson. who cannot bear to think
ofany thing beneath the highest display of Heaven's merey,
n connexion with the paltry ceremonies of a nocturnal so-
ciety, they are made to mean sclence, and art, and magic,
and religion, indiscriminately, and the folly of one has heen
s0 played off] as to beguile a thousand.

Previous to 1717, Masonry was this honest saciety of
hthuururs; hﬂl then a Ellﬂjlgt' wias irlirm!m:HL nml II!"!I'.‘III
or speculative Masonry sprung up.

The lodges of operative Masons did stud Y geometry, lo
improve them in their art, as artists now study in the Me-
chanics® Institutes ; but the new and accepted Masons
* thought expedient to abolish the old euston of studying
geometry in the lodge, ™

I'rom the operative character of the society has arisen
all its mystery to modern and speculative craftsmen.

The ancient regulation coneerning qualifications for
membership are mysterious to the moderns, but capable of
an easy explanation in view of their original application.

* No person is capable of becoming a member of the
lodge, but such as are of mature age, upright in body and

=

* Gen. iv. 22, t Ahiman Rezon, p. 30,
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limbs, (ree from bondage, have the senses of a inam, and
are endowed with an estate, office, trade, or some visible
Wiy ol :H‘qlliriill'_' an honest livelihood.™ “Th}' ﬂlighl not
one have a crooked back or distorted arm, for all the pur
poses of modern or speculative Masonry? They might,
they do; but such would not have strength to labour in the
ancient lodges ol operative masons.

These ancient charges are found in most manuals of Ma-
sonry. §hey are various, but generally correspond with
the following, extracted from “* New Monitor.™ p- 2008,

« Thirdly. You must conduct yourselves as men of ho-
nesty and mtegrity, and serve your master in such mannes
as may be most conducive to his honour and proht.”

« Sixthly. Wherever you go, you shall be careful to pay
for your board and lodging,” dee.

« Qome other charges, which equally demand your atten-
L1010,

« First. No Mason should take upon him his master's
work, or any other person’s, unless he is eonscious to lum-
<elf that he is able to perform it in such manner as will not
wjure the eralt.

aSecond. No master shall take work without @ reasons-
ble compensation : nor shall any master or fellow supplant
another in regard to employment.

« Third. He who shall be made a Mason, shall be free
born, of respectable parents: also, perfect and complete
his limbs ag a man ought to be.

« Fifth. No master or fellow shall put away any one’s
work to task, which ought to be journey work.

. Qixth. Every master shall give pay to his fellows and
<orvants. according to their n_m,:..m_-me- deserts.

« Thirteenth. Every master shall courteously receive o
strange brother, who may have come into the country and
<ot him at work, if he can.

“ Fourteenth., Every mason shall truly serve his master
for his pay, and the master shall honourably perform his
task work, or journey, whethersoever it may be.”
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It is evident these charges were given to labourers, and
for them served many valuable purposes; but in modern
and speculative Masonry, they only go to make up the mys-
tery ; few having any just conception of their meaning.
How natural among men of a trade is that charge, “no
master shall take work without a reasonable compensation.”
And not less necessary is that which follows it 1 “nor shail
any master supplant another in regard to employment 3 that
15 1o say, il one brother is undertaking a job, another shall
not rob hiin by underbidding. This is suitable to the art of
compacting bricks and mortar ; but what it has to do with
the art mevgane, Sum in medio coeli, fam n the midst of
heaven, is a mysteay, of which Mr. Hutchinson, my Lord
Petre, and others, think the explanation etther ridienlous, or
alorious ! as saith the poet,

* Hail, mysterions, hail, glorious Masonry,"”

The history of the eraft will abundantly show the fitness
of 1ts emblems with its origm ; aprons and trowels belong
only to brick and mortar; and the mystical application of
the terms to- the use of a secret society is a perversion.
by which they become,

“ High words, that bear
“ Bemblance of worth, not substance,™

This 1s the true key to the mystery of Free Masonry, At
first, n combination of honest labourers, to protect each
other from the oppressions of the feudal barons, and to
command their own price for their labour, they, like ninety
other ecrafte and trades in London, met in fratermities.
[Remr‘ Cyelopedia, Art. Company. ] These fraternities, in
London, are generally governed by a master and two war-
dens, and have a hall and a chanty fund, precisely like the
lodges. In their meetings the different trades are suppos-
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ed to communicate information beneficial to the crafi, as
do agricultural societies and mechanics’ mstiutes at this
day.

Previousto 1717, there was (I think it will appear) no
Free Masonry, but only Masonry ; neither specalative Ma-
sonry, but only operative Masoury. But when other trades
and professions were admitted into the lodges, Masonr
was only speculative to the newly accepted Masons, and
began to be spoken of as both operative and speculative.
Now it became Free Masonry, and passing as it bas done
entirely out of the hands of operative Masons, mto the
hands of speculative Masons, it is to them truly a mystery.
They know nothing about the setting mall, the ashler, and
the level, technical terms of operative Masonry. The
whole subjeet becomes to them, like the Iine of the poet:

“ Rake, back, and tueth ;"

a great secret—peenuine Free Masonry.

This explanation of the origin of Free Masonry 1s easy
and natural, and & well supported by facts, I the frater-
nity have great doubts upon the subject, those doubts will
be mueh dininished by a perusal of the history of Mason-
ry since the begnning of the 158th century, as given by
Lawrie, and Preston, and Smith, all faithful Masonic writers,
who agree to state, that after 1720, Free Masonry passed
trom the Grand Lodge of London to the numerous places
in the four gquarters of the earth with which Great Britain
had a colomal or commercial intercourse @ the name of the
I'r';'-n.r.u’ Wuster, the daie [!‘If. the warrant to a yeodr, .'.!'J'i'unJI the
place where it was sent, are parbicuiarly stated by each of
t hese Masonic historians :* and the fact goes far to prove

" These facts wre aleo stated in the Encyclopedia Britannica, Art. Mason-
ry : an aetiele firmished by Mr. Lawrie, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Liodge ol Seutland
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that, though operative Masonry is as old as the first stone
wall, and as universal as the habitatons of civilized man.
speculative Free Masonry 1s a modern invention, industri-
ously circulated by designing men.

CHAPTER XXIIIL

** Bible, compass, and square,
“ As our ensigns we woar,

" The bright symbaols of wisdom profound ;
* And while these are our guide,

* Every mystery beside,
“As a fuil to our art will be found.”

Vocal Com. ond Mas. Rez,

“ All shall yield to Masonry ;
“ Bend to thee, blest Masonry !
“ Matchless was he who founded thee ;
* Thou, like him, immorial shalt be.”
Toid.

Masonry professes to be a valuable mystery, (o possess
an important secret, and claims consequence to herself, be-
cause no member of the fraternity, however abandoned in
principle, or rudely punished by the lodges, has ever been
base enough to publish the enigma. Believe that Masonry
has such a secret, and the fact that it has never been ex-
posed, would argue something peculiar in the institution.
But why believe it? What proof have we? Her word
forit? Sheis one not to be believed, when she speaks even
the truth ; her reputation is established ; veracity and Ma-
sonry are antipodes,

IS
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She may swell her voice with hypocnitical adoration :

“ To heaven's high Architect all pratee,
“w Al ;.l:'l"-i.hll.irlir bien gh‘r_n.l

* Who deigned the human eoul 1o rass
“ Hy secrets sprang from beaven

it 18 all i vain ; the Lord i3 a God of truth, who deals not
in the hidden things of darkness, but will bring all these to
light, Itis far from his character to dwell in a secret temple,
shut to the half of the human family ; to glorify himself by the
arts of a dark conclave ; to raise the human soul by means
which shun the light. Free Masonry does that: professing
to be hght, her time is the hour of night, her residence a
secret vault, with a tyler at the entrance, having an instru-
ment of death in hig hand! Tt fills me with indigna.
tion to know the emptiness of Masonry, and to contem-
plate her pretensions.  What secret, good or bad, she may
possess in the sublime degreds, 1 cannot say; but within
the 2,000 lodges of this Republic, and all the masonic fra-
ternities of Great Britain, 1 am competent to say she has,
besides the empty machinery of the eraft, novz—not the
loast. ‘The pass-words, signs and tokens, &c. &c. contri-
ved, selected, and framed together, to serve as the anatomy
of the masonic body :—these are a secret; and these are
the only secrets within any legally constituted lodge on the
globe. And is it for these she triumphs, in most of he:
standard publications, in the following terms’

“ Hail Masoory divine,
 Glory of ages shine,
“ Long may'st thou reign '
“ Thy noble orders are
“ Muatchless beyond compare,
» No art with thee can share;
* Thou art divine,”

For the bare pass-words and grips, masonic catechism and
tradition? She might better congratulate herself upon her
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white aprons, red sashes, and tremendous grand titles ; this
would be more honest, and equally sensible,

And then does she say that “bad members have been
expelled ; but they keep the secrets with which they have
been intrusted?! Neither the power of gold, which has
often betrayed kings and princes, and sometimes overthrown
states, empires, and kingdoms ; nor the most cruel punish-
ment, which the most malignant tyrants could devise, ever
extorted the secrets of Free Masonry, even from the weakest
member of the fraternity.”*—New Mon. p. 78.

That is only her word for it; and she can, one day, take
the life of a member, for having exposed her nakedness:
and brag of her divinity the next, of her impenetrable mys-
tery, of her virgin sanctity. The msinuation conveyed in
this extract from the Monitor, and the fact assumed by
many orators, for the glory of Masonry, that her mysteries
have never since creation been revealed, except to a law-
fully initiated brother, is a mistake, having seen them before
[ took a Mason’s outh. Which oath, the novice is assured,
hefore it is dictated, contains nothing counter to lus duty to
(iod, and to his country.

Query; taken under such circumstances, and being
afterwards found to cover much which s contrary to
truth, subversive of social confidence, and hostile to the name
of the Lord Jesus, and thus counter to his duty 1o God and
to his country, is it obligatory upon the confiding candidate 1

Without deciding the question for others, [ shall decide,
(though perfectly impressed in the night of the oath, with
the importance of the saving elause,) that it ought, as far as
possible, by me, to be kept. It runs, *ever coneeal, and
never reveal, any part or parts, art or arts, point or pum!s
of the secret arts and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry.™

* Hundreds in the siate of New-York openly acknowledge the eorrect-
ness of Morgan's book, and very many have done it under their hand inthe
publie prints.
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e, : * not wrile, print, slamp, staan, hew. cul. carve, inden|
paint, or engrave it, on any thing moveable or immoveable,
under the whole canopy of heaven, whereby or whereon
the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain, shadow, or
resemblance of the same, may become legible or imp]!igihle,
to mysell, or any other person in the known world, whereby
the secrets of Masonry may be unlaw [ully obtamed.”

“ Nol write, print, stamp—it.™ what is # >—/It refers to
Ancient Froo '."ri.'l.*-illlli'_'. % Not the least letter, ﬁ:gl]rl_',‘ cha-
racter,” &, then, of Ancient F'ree Masonry, may be wnit-
ten, * whereby the seerets of Masonry may be unlawfully ob-
tained.” Tr, or Ancient Free Masonry, the object of the ac-
tions forbidden in the oath, is an impossible thing, and false.

It i contrary to relizion to be silent on the subject 5 con-
trury to the fealty due both to God and to my country, to
represent Free Masonry otherwise than false and impossible.

| suppose the secrets of Free Masonry, are true ; and tri
secrets of the craft it is not my purpose to expose. Our
signig, tokens, dee, are true, from head to heel. The questions
and answers are instead of truth, to serve as tokens and signs ;
and the events in the tradition are mstead of truth, as serv
Ing to show n master Mason, they are false in point of fact.
The signs amd tokens, &c. | have not touwched with a
fingrer,

The nature of the questions and answers | have shadowed
forth in the supposed meeting of the three Grand Masters
under the temple ; and if it be done in a way, showing not
the questions and answers themselves, but only their
character, so that no one not imtiated can by them mpose
himself apon the eraft asg a brother, the shadowing 158 no
shadowing of the secrets, but only of their character, and s
no transgression ; is not a thing * whereby the secrets of
Masonry may be unlawfully obtained.”

With the tradition 1 have been necessanly more free:
vet have endedvoured, while exposing its absurdities, or
(in the language of the Sovereign Inspector (teneral, Mas-
ter of the Degree of Perfection, and mnch more, its
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cprors,® to leave all its truth, and all its legitimate use,
true or false, entirely undisturbed. It is a fearful thing to
depart from an obligation, sanctioned by an oath,

But what is it we are neither to write, print, &c.?  An-
cient Free Masonry. This never had existence, brother :
I say that ancient Free Masonry never had existence. To
write, print, andso expose a thing which never had being,
would require Munchausen’s talents, would surpass the feat
of setting the North river on fire. I ancient Free Ma-
sonry mean any thing, itis an order given of Heaven to the
first Masons ; (Beok of Cons. p. 19.) honoured by Enoch,
Noah, and the patriarchs ; at least ergamzed by Solomon,
cumd adorned by the apostles, besides a host of heathens.
‘No such animal, or substance, order, crafi, or institution,
now existg, or has ever existed ; and, therefore, instead of
profanely obligating men by a horrid oath not to discover it
unlawfully, we may, brethren, more properly challenge and
defy the most serutinizing mind to discover it at all.

A certain institution which sprung into existence in the
era of the South Sea scheme, and which has speculated
more freely with men's consciences in every generation,
(rom A. . 1720, to this day, than that bubble did with the
estates of its duped adventurers; an institution dedicated
to patrons of 1800 years, which itself scarce numbers 150
vears ; full of all absurdities, and yet accrediting itself from
Above; making the Lord of Heaven chargeable for its
birth and form, forits folly and gift to man; such an in-
stitution, it may be believed, is not entirely and altogether
within the scope of an oath taken in support of ancient
Free Masonry. And if it be not such an institution now
under exposition, be the blame on me : but if such. let that

institution bear it,

& 4 Which theinovice can prove to be such, in a minute after I have so-
lomnly pronoanced them to be undeniable truths, even by that very Bible on
which 1 have received his oblization.”  ( Daleho’s Orations, p. 44.)
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“ Father Adam, created, beheld the Light shine,
“ Heaven made him a Mason, and gave him a sign,
« Our royal grand secret to him did impart,
« And in puradise often he talked of our art.™
Foc. Comp. &k Mas, Rz

True as Free Masonry,

* Are you a royal arch! a templar? a grand master ar-
chitect? a sovereign mspector general!—You are but a
Master Mason.. How do you know, then, of what you
affirm ; that Free Masonry is a sister of the South Ses
scheme 1

Now, the inquirer would have me go up nineteen degrees
above perfection, besides twenty collateral degrees, (vide
p. 112) to learn the beginmng of Free Masonry ; would
have me mount to the pinnacle of the masonie temple Lo
find its supports. Let alone, if the three lower stories of the
masonic edifice are swept from their sandy foundation, the
apper stories will find it difficult to stand, no doubt. How-
ever, let them stand like the royal arch, without a founda
tion; I know not why I should do homage to the queen of
darkness for them ; she ean give nothing new through
them : with the recklassness of a spendthrift she has con-
ferred all needed favours within the lodges ; natural reli-
gion in the first; all the libéral arts and sciences in the se-
cond. and the doctrine of the resurrection in the third de-
gree. Having all this, to want more would be avarice.
Can any one really wish for more? Can all that is left
the remuining fifty degrees of Masonry be worth as man)
tremendous oaths; “ in token of your assent you will Kiss
the book 7 No, no, the axe is laid at the root of th:
wee. | cannot bow down and fifty times swear fealty, for
any apprehension 1 have that the branches will survive the
fire into which they must fall with the falling trunk.

“ Not the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain
shadow, or resemblance, legible or intelligible to myself or
others. " —Free Mason’s Oath.

This is a small part of one oath, three of which, like the
iriple headed Ceorberns. are stationed at the entrance of
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“ this nether empire” “to prevent the living from enter-
ing the infernal regions, and the dead from escaping.™

“ (Cerberus hec ingens latratu rognn trifauci
“ Personat adverso recubans immanis in antro,”
Ened, vi. 417.

A fit guardian of fit place. Every degree has its oath, and
each concludes with a penalty horrid in the extreme.

A dread of the light, whatever else, is plainly shadowed
forth in this anxious care to close every avenue to the dark
vault of the lodge. Cacus had not more bolts, and locks,
and levers, to his secret mansion, than Masonry has to hers.
I shall not puﬁh’lhmn back, not turn a key, not slip a bolt :
there is a way to her dwelling very like that by which Her-
cules came upon the thief of his heifers ; he overturned the
mountain beneath which the rogue had his dwelling ; and

% The court of Cacusstunds rovenled to sight,
“ The cavern glares with new admittod light,"—Dryder.

Masonry, covered with a mountain of pretensions, and
having for her dwelling a secret lodge, with only one ave-
nue, guarded by impreeating sprites, of whom harpies and
gorgons are not unsuitable emblems, rejoices in her secu-
rity, and glories in her strength. Though a mortal may
evade her wiles, and find an open entrance ; though he
may, fearless of the consequences, give a key to every lock,
and set the door open wide for those who will to enter, she
still sits a queen in the darkness; her throne is unshaken ;
her canopy of pretensions defends her. It is that eanopy
which this work is intended to overthrow.

——= Et Caci detecta apparuit ingens
“ Regis, et umbrosae penitus patuere oavernac.”
Engid, vni. 241
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“ Tropi dontquo immisso lumime manes,”

The temant trembles at the entering light.

Volumes of dark smoke she may vomit forth to the ad-
miration of her trembling adherents ; ay, she may quote the
bricks of ancient Babylon in proof of her antiquity, and
recite * the mystic chromcles of moss covered walls,” in
“ the universal language of Masons,” to the delight of her
doubting followers ; but all to no purpose, Her hour has
come ; the shafts of ndicule are pointed at her life ; the bow
is drawn by indignation at her violence and pride ; the spear
of truth is raised ; and die she must, to pass through another
metempsychosis, Her spint will seek a new form to de-
ceive mankind ; Free Masonry can serve for its covering no
longer.

It can be no breach of duty to expose the empty asser-
tions of Masonry by a slight use of the means which her
votaries {reely use for her praise. Mr. Webb, for the glory
of Masonry, recites filieen pages of traditions belonging to
the sublime degrees, more extravagant, and not less absurd,
than that of the master's degree. IDid he trifle with lis
oath? I hope not; then much less have I.  Messrs. Har-
die, Hutchinson, Town, Preston, Dermott, Smith, &e. &c.
have, each and all, taken greater liberties with the traditions
of the craft, than the writer; add to these the Book of
Constitutions. Have they mocked their oath? or have they
liberty, seeing they use it “ for her profit and praise,” and
the writer none, secing he speaks the truth to her shame ?

Their transgression shall not be my justification; I do
not name it as such, but only to silence the captious. They
considered, as I do, that the secrets of Masonry are her
signs, words, and tokens ; these the oath regards, and no
more. ‘The common language of Masons in conversation
upon the subject of Masonry, s proof that this is the
opinion of the fraternity in respect to the applcation
of the oaths. And, if this interpretation should seem to a
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<ingle mmd partial, I do not solely rely upon i, but upon
the saving clause, that the oath is administered with the
express declaration precedent, that i is not to bind the can-
didate in any thing affecting lis religion, or his duty to his
country ; both religion and duty to my country constrain
me to use all honourable means for exposing to view the
egregious perversions of Free Masonry.

“ Ask you what provocation I have had’

“ The strong antipathy al guml {0 bad.

« When trath or virtue an affront endures,

 The affroot is ming, my friends, and should be-yours ;
“ Mine, asa foe 10 every false pretence,

“ Who think a coxcomb's honour like lus sonse ;

“ Mine, asa frend to every worthy mind,

o And mine, as man wheo feel for all mankmad.”

I cannot help it; the commencement of this work is
more respectful 1o Free Masonry ; then I did not know her
so well; thought possibly she might have body enough to
cast a shadow, and treated her according to what she
micht be, entitled to gome measure of respect ; but further
investigations, prosecuted now to the summit of the lodges,
in company with the reader, warrant a style of expression,
which, at first, might fairly be accounted declamatory. To
prove her shameless, and to treat her with personal respect,
would not suit the integrity of character aimed at i this
treanse,

14
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CHAPTER XXIV.

Contaming a Sketch of the great delusions which have pre-
vanled in different ages of the world ; and answering the

question, how could Free Masonry be endured so long ?

* He takoth the cypress and the oak ; he bumeth part thereof in the fire ;
voea, ho warmeth himself, and saith, Aba! I am warm, I have seen the fire ;
and the residue thercof’ he maketh a God, even his graven image; he fall-
eth down unto it and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto M, and saith, Deli-

ver mae, for thow art my God."— lwaiak.

Oxe difliculty remains to perplex the reader, viz. * I
this is Free Masonry, how has it been endured so long?™
A hard question, which admite of an answer. But suppase
it do not admit of an answer? s it, therefore, to oversei
a series of well established facts? Because we can not
tell how the Franklin rod attracts. the lightning, shall we
doubt its attractive power?  The fact is established, be the
explanation what it may.

Again, the question may admit of an answer, and yel
through infirmity, the writer may fail to give 1t

The planets cease not to run their several circuits, though
Des Cartes’ theory of their motions was never satisfactory,
and 1 now quite exploded. Should I fail, then, in an attempt
to answer this question, the facts stated with respect to it
remain unabated ; and should the following argument seem
as hypothetical as Des Cartes’ theory, the planets are not
more true to the sun, than the facts of thistreatise are to
Free Masonry.

“ How then has it been endured so long 17

Men have been ever fond of strange things, A glance
at their follies will show that Free Masonry iz not the mosl
incredible fault of which they have been guilty. Begm-
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ning the answer where Masonry is said to have begun, in
the garden of Eden, the first man, Adam, lured by the false
hope of’ exaltation, fell into disobedience and the snare of
death ; then the old world became entirely corrupted, and
wis in consequence destroyed by the flood : next, the sons
of Noah, while he yet hived, madly raised the tower of Ba-
el afierward, the Egyptians, the wisest people of their
age, who raised monuments of art, that the puny moderns,
with their best efforts, have not the means to take down,
became the most superstitious people on earth: * they lost
Pelusium, the key of Egypt,” by the stratagem of Camby-
ses, “wha placed in the front of his army a great number
of cats, dogs, sheep, and other animals, which were regard-
od as sacred by the Egyptians, and then attacked the. eity
by storm.

“ The garrison, not daring either to fling a dart, or shoot
an arrow, for fear of hitting some of these animals, Cam-
byses became master of the place without opposition.™
[ Rollin, vol. i. p. 365.]

If the Egyptians were not so wise dnd learned -as the
moderns, neither is Free Masonry so contemptible as their
sbperstition.  “It 1= astoniching to see a nation which
boasted its superniority above all others with regard to wis-
dom and learning, thus blindly abandon itself to the most
gross and ridienlous superstition,  Indeed, to read of ani-
mals, and vile msects, honoured with religious worship,
placed in temples; and maintained with great care at an
extravagant expense; to read that those who murdered
them were punished with death, and that these animals
were embalmed, and solemnly deposited in tombs, assigned
them by the public 5 to learn that this extravagance was
carried to such a pitch, that leeks and onions were acknow-
ledged as deities, were imvoked in necessity, and depended
upon for suecour and protection : are absurdities which we,
at this distanee of tune, ean scarcely believe ; and yet they
have the evidence of all antiquity,™ [ Rollin, vol. i p. llﬁ.-]

This snperstition is a matter of historical fact : how eould
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it have been endured 2 moment ! Free Mas Iy, makug
every allowance, ofiers nothing 1n Hh.-l;ll:'{ll}' r'iil'.-u] o 1L
The erocodile, the rat, the cat, &c. are found by modern
travellers, embalmed by the side ol their deluded worship-
pers.

The children of Abraham, distinguished by the most as-
torshing miracles, taught by the pre .'I.Iu-t_-_-., and possessed of
the orucles of God, had neither eyes to see, nor hearts to
understand, neither knowledge nor understanding to say of
their idals of wood, * 1 hayve burned part of it in the firg;
vea, also, | have baked bread upon the coals of 1t; | have
roasted flesh and eaten it ; and shall 1 fall down to the
stock of a tree.” [ [Isaiah, ch, 44, ]

Making every allowance, I'ree Masonry [nrnishes nothing
in absurdity to equal this, How counld it have been endur-
ed for @ moment 7

Pass 10 the Groelks, that ||i;,j||—-']nll]irii |J-i'”Er:’-'. thiat nation
ol philosophers and heroes, to whom the rest of mankind
were barBirians, They believed i the divinity and the
vices of Jupiter, the aracles of Apolio, the labors of Her-
cules, and the moumerable fables of a ndiculous mytholo-

gy ; Socrates, thewr highest boast, in his last moments, so-

lemnly reminding his frnends of the rooster, due to the dei-

fied Doctor Esculapius,  This entirely surpasses the follies
of Free Masonry, and yet it 15 undemiably true, and the
Sovereign Inspector General might declare it so without
tear of comtradiction,

Free Masonry may be challenged to furnish an absurdity
qrr;ms.-sin,r: thns exhinted !:} the COilquerors nf [Ju_- world.
when, in thew degradation, they chose a Aorse 1o Jill the
rﬁ,,f_‘w;:'y ff.r‘.n* honaured Oy “:'r#!.'.'.'-;; or when m ther .'_*.|-Ji"'|r
the armies of Rome refused to engage with their enemies,
if the chickens refiised (o eat ]

No people that ever lived upon the earth, possess by na-
ture more cunning than the Egvptian, more intelligence
than the Greek, or more gravity than the Roman. Yet in-
to these absurdities thev fell, not as individuals. or as frater
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nities, but us whole nations; not for one hall century
alone, but during their national existence.

We are, unfortunately, independent of antiquity for ex-
amples of this sort.  Man s the same inconsistent being
in all ages of the world, in all stages of civibzation.  ldola-
try, superstition, and imposture, have not ceased from the
earth, Folly is not ‘confined to Free Mason lodges, One
half of the human race are now the miserable vietims of a
fuith scarcely superior 1o the worship of leeks and ontons :
one IHih, a brave, and hopest, and mteligent people, are
the followers of the false prophet—to this day, the dupes of
the Mahommedan imposture ; and when we come to our
own family of men, we find the enlightened and philoso-
phie, the liberal and pious of Christendom, divided mto
the worshippers of images and saints, and the rebels from
the authority of the Pope; each to the other no less
strange, unaceountable, and absurd, than Free Masonry is
to the reader,

An ancient, and yet a modern faet, mare. hideous and
unnatural than any yet mentioned, but perfectly sure, is:
“ Pilate said, whom will ye that I rélease unto you, Barrab-
bas or Jesus, who is called Chnist? And they say unto him,
Barrabbas : they crnied out all at once, not this man, but
Barrabbas.

“ And he releaged unto them him that for sedition and
murder was cast into prison, whomn they had desired : but
he delivered Jesus to thewr will™

Thoar prelerence was meditated, was expressed with loud
clamour ; *away with this man !

And millions of the people favoured of heaven, children
of faithful Abraham and chosen Israel, have steadily, for
cighteen centuries, maintained the obstinate unbelief of
their fathers, and do yet mamtain it.

Comparing her absurdities with the character of this fact,
Free Masonry has a right to be proud : yet it has been five-
fold longer endured by the sharp-sighted Jews, than the
name of Free Masonry has been known.
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“ What do you infer from all this?* Plainly, that man
18 capable of beheving and muntaining the inconsistencies
of Free Masonry ;¥ that the mstitution, absurd as the trath
makes i1, ought not, on that account, 1o be thought impos-
sible : and a reviewer, not many months since, was at a
fault, concluding upon Morgan’s book, * that if’ this were
true, the msttution would have fallen long ago ; would not
have waited the impious hand of an unprincipled assassin,
to strke the deadly blow.™

** But the Egyptians, Grecians, Jews, and Romans, did
not really believe these absurdities.” Their actions declare
thmt they did : and af their leaders were wiser. yet for some
reason, they gave in to the popular faith ; taught, enforced,
and practised 1. So with Free Masonry ; if not believed, it
19 practised as ifit were: if the leaders are wiser, they still
have their reasons for teaching, enforcing, extending, and
mamiaining i,

Have we no more sense than the men of Israel? No
understunding to say, a part of 1t 1 have burned: and
shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? A large
part of it I know to be false: shail | make the residue my
reshgon !

[t is evident that the wisest nations, in their best davs.
have fallen mto greater errors than this of Free ."ilusum:ﬁ;:
and that the men who might be supposed to know |Jl:l|[t'i'.
have either encouraged, or vielded to the t-l:r:J.'In'. ‘his is
precisely the ground on which our order stands, The mul-
titude are duped by it; and the knowing ones either yield
to, or encourage the folly, This is my answer, generally,
to the question, *how could it be endured =o ]uu-g 177 At
another time, | will give particular reasons for the appear-
ance of the names of Washington, Warren, George IV,

Frederick the Great, &c. UPON the rolls of the fratermity.

Ve Suflicit hote diet sua vexatio.”

bk Btaltorum imfinitue est numeres.™
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And anust thus great society, this mighty society, which
has waxed nch through the abundance of her delicacies,
and has Kings for her grand masters, and the princes of the
earth for her priests and mimisters ; which saith in her heart,
“I sit as a queen and am no widow, and shall see no sor-
row ;"' must she be numbered with the superstitions and im-
postures which have deceived mankind; must she pass
away and be found ne more at all 7*

Indeed, I think so;—let those who will, take up the la-
mentation, (not given for the mourners on this particular
occasion, yet so admirably suited, that may I be pardoned
for mtroducing 1t.) * Alas! Alas! that great society that was
clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked
with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!

“ For in one hour so great riches is come to nought.”

CHAPTER XXV,

= Again !—Agiin '— #3000 ' —Two Quarters of the [hghest Prize drawn
here "= Broadway.

Tue history of Free Masonry alone can fully develope
s c.hm'nf:tt*rﬁ_ a true and rational account of its origi.
changes, operations and results,  Such a history it s not
within the scope of this work to give; and yet, for the read-
er’s satisfuction, I attempt to embody in this chapter, views
of Free Masonry drawn from a satisfietory conception of
its history, and ably supported by the succeeding chapters
of this treatise.

—— e =
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Paschal, describing the opder of Jeswmsts, portrays  with
a master hand the most prominent features of Free Ma-
SONry. With his work before me (Eiwres de Blaise Pas-
cal. A un Provincial, Lettre cinguieme.) 1 fill up the out-
line, and suit the shading to the present subject.

Free Masonry, “ which the first Masons received from
God,” and which teaches * the skylle of becoming gude
and parfyghte without the help of fear and hope,” doth
also rest on “ the same co-eternal and unshaken foundation,
contain and inculeate, in substance, the same truth, and
propose the same ultimate end, as the doctrine of Chrns-
tinnity taught by Divine Revelation.” (Grand Chapter of
New-York, Town's Spee. Free Masonry, p. 13. lst ed.)
“ Speculative Free Masonry,” say the grand chapter,
(Town, p. 23.) * evidently embraces, in body and snbstance.
the whole duty of man as a moral being.”  Who can doub
this? Not the profane, surely, for having never entered
the sacred walls of a lodge room, it does not belong to
them to aflirm or to deny what is magsonieally taught there.
Not the fraternity, for they see with their own eves, and hear
with their own ears, and sanction by their highest official
deeuments, the matters quoted here.

Neither ean it be doubted, that * ever smce symmetr)
hegan, and harmony displayed her charms, our order has
had a being.™ The Master of the Lodge of Antiguity
musl know. Wir. ]"j'd-«'fnsu_ “ the [1.'F.!7.i.h'|‘H] hstornan of Mason-
ry.s” and he asserts it, supported by the (irand Chapter ol
Rhode Islund. and Mr. Webb., ( Preston, book 1. sec. ..
Free Mas. Mon. part 1. ch. 1.)

Free Masonry 18, also, ® the key-stone to all other aris
and scicnces,” Hardie's Mon. p. 189.) It consecrated
the Sabbath as o duy of rest. Was. Manual, p. 170, Ha
die’s Mon. L 11, Webh's Mon, AL aa. and F. M, Libra
rify P i”"*.j And “ inclades withan its circle almost eve 'y
branch ol polite learmng, ™ Preston, b. 2 sec. 4. Free
Mas. Mon. part 1. chap. 10.. F. M. Library, p. 165.) 1t

teaches the seven liberal arts and sciences, besidesthe black

art. or *the art of wunderwurkynge, and of foresaying
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things to come ;7 * the ari of chuunges,’ or transmuiation
" metals, by which the alchiemists absiract pure gold from
ld brass and rust of iron,  Also, * the way of winning the
‘acultye of Abrac.” (An abbrevintion of Abracadabra ; a
nogicnl word—Mr. Locke.) And * the universal lan-
quage of Masons.™ '(See Book of Cons, p. 19. F. M.
Library, p- 1.  Hutchinson, Caleott, &c. &e. Preston,
h.8.a1.) !

All this is not to be doubted ; for Free Masonry deelares
it in the most solemn form, and under her highest sanctions,
in the very words quoted here.  'Will any man, not having
seen her mysteriés, presume to contradict her grand lodges,
and her grand chapters, and her grand office bearers, on
both sides of the Atlantic ! | am persuaded not one.

This 1s the attire in which Froe Masonry arrays herself;
it 18 her conrt dress ; her usual apparel s more simple. In
the common intercourse of the frateruity in this country,
she does elaim, it is true, most eflectually to execute what
Christinnity was intended to aceomplish, the establishment
of fraternal relations among all the sons of Adain: but this
without the most distant idea of representing herself to be
a very efficient character, and Christianity feeble : no,no;
“the wncversal principles _of the art wnfe menw of the most
opposite leneis, of the most distanl couairies, and -of the
most contradictory opinions, in one indissoluble bond - of af-
fection 3 (P M. Mon. part L, ch. 1. Preston, b, 1. sec. 3. )
but yet she is ondy < the handmaid of religion.”

Now, is she not a pattern of huwmility 7 Able to do
this s unite in one indissoluble bond of affection, mea of the
most opposite tepeis, and yel content to be accounted the
handmaid . instead of the mistress? Truly, she wrongs
herself to the praise of her modesty ; taking the lower seat,
when every reflecting mind must be conscious, that. the
master of the feast, on entering, will say, “ Friend. go up
higher,” and she will have honour n the eyesof all men.
0, immaculate art of demonstrating moral truth by geo-
metrical solutions! (F. M, L. p. 179. F. M. Manual, p. 189.

“XN)
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Preston’s Hiustrations of Masonry, p. 61. b, 2. 5. 4. Haur-
die's Mon. p. 89. K. M. Mon. part 1. ch. 10, The Charge
to the newly admitted Fellow Craft.) O renowned * Art ol
ﬁnt!ing new arts,” * for her own profit and praise!” (F.
M. L. p. 11.  Book of Cons. p. 19. Preston, b. 3. 5. 1.)
“ How shall all that pass by, clap their hands at thee, and
say, iz thes the Rm‘ir.flr; theat men caall rﬁ;-f:w:f};['e‘irm .:‘rf' E:-ruur_r_,r Fo
that is * buwilt on the Rock of Ages? (Mr. Touwn, p. 24.)
the glory and beauty of the whole earth? O, how art thou
[allen, Daughter of the night, and of darkness, and there is
none to help thee! “ Thine enemies have opened their
mouth ; they hiss ; they say, Certainly this is the day we
looked for ; we have found ; we have seen i.*

Though our lady always carries some jewels to allure,
and the -thw' immodest spirit. to defile, yet her common
garb is of this sort,

Whe 18 self-complaisant enough to think that it is useful.
and even necessary for the promotion of virtue, that her in-
fluence should universally prevail, and that all consciences
should be laid under the restraint of her oaths. And. be-
cause Evangelical truth is much esteemed by some, Frec
Masonry, by the hand of ‘Mr. Town, and the Grand Chay-
ter of New-York, (Town’s Spec. M. p. 31.) is declared
to “ embrace the whole subject matter of the divine econo-
my ;"' and present * for sublime contemplation,” * the deep
Iﬂy.i'.l'r'ﬂ'rs of the Ihvine Word, sn whom all the __a‘}u'm';.-,: :;-f'
the Godhead dwell .-'”,.;f;f;f_"' I,ifff!‘m. L 24.) Ths p!i_'-ﬁﬂ'h
some Christians,

But as other men are i:ifid+:i:‘-,~.-'l|{r]:-re_-ﬁf-nt.-* herself to them,
in the eeremonial of the eraft, publicly offering prayers n
mockery of truth: * As we are now about to enlizhten a
Jellow mortal in Free Masonry, wilt thon enlighten us in a
knowledge of divine truth.” (Book of Cons. p. 151.) And
from profane lips uttering over the novice, * Endue him

e = = D - —— — B = R—— —

* Jeremiuh.
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with a competency of divine wisdom, that, by the secrets of
our art, he may be better enabled to display the beauty of
holiness,” (Found, without material variations, Hardie's
Mon. p. 218, Book of Cons. p. 149. Ahiman Rezon, p.
45. F. M. L. p.129. Preston, b, 2. 5. 3. Cross’s Chart,
s, 1. F. M, Mon. partl. ch. 8 pp. 36,37.) At no time
reverently naming the only Mediator between God. and
man, but aveiding the name of Jesus our Lord: and this
suits the infidels.

But many of the fraternity care for none of these things:
give them the jovial meeting, the exciting cup, the smoking
viands, and the mantle of night. To these she comes with
langhter and song :

“ Let your hearts be blythe and gay ;
+ Joy and mirth let all display ;

“ No dull care

“ Bhall enter here,

“ For this is Mazon's holiday."
Prestonged. 1788,

And should sober friends doubt the tendency of this noe-
turnal institution, she furnishes her votary with suitable de-
fence.

* Coxcomical pedants may say what they can s,
« Abuse ue, ill use us, wnd laugh at our plan ;

“ We'll temper our mortar, enliven our souls,

“ And join in a chorus o'er full flowing bowie

Chorus—* e always are fres,” &e.
{bd.

'I'his suits the lovers of fun, and of good liquor ; and many
are the poor fellows living monuments to its efficacy, but
dead to society ; dead, breathing, moving, yawning, dead
men ; waiting for the monster to close their eyes, and to lay
them welcome to their fellow earth, forgotten in the tomb,

By this obliging and accommodating spirit, she extends
her arms to all the world, and holds within her fond embrace
men of the most opposite tenets.  Does one charge her with
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Beentiouspess ! sShe, 1na moment, repeats all the emblems
and morals of the apprentice’s degree.  Does one charge
her with infidelity, rank deism ! Shie quotes Mr. Town and
the Grand Chapter, officinlly deelaring that : * As the Word
m the first verse of Si Joln, constitutes the foundation, the
n-'"l*;ﬁ’rf meelter, ool the oreal wltimate end r:f the Christian
economy ; 80 does the same worp in all s relations to
man, time, and eternity, constitute the very essence of spe-
culative Free :'1];-,.””-.1,_" THF”"" .]'fr.f.‘-r-'IH'_J,.h P- 154., the last
clanse nlll'l1;t|}_ ::,J

Does any one sy, she is senseless and ynmeaning 7. She
immediately calls up Mr. Preston, Col, Webb, Mr. Cross,
Messrs,, and gentlemen by scores, to declare, * Free Ma-
sonry 18 a progressive science ™ * Masonry includes almost
every branch of polite learning " * to exhaust the various
subjects of which Masonry treats, would transcend the pow
ers of the hl!"_!lhth grenius,”

Does any say elie 18 conte mptible? She l':.';}!it-u::

“ The greatest of monarchs, the wisest of men,
“ Freo ."lI:'HHllI‘".. honoured arnin and avain:
“ And nobles have quitied ull other delights,

» With joy Lo preside i1 Ouf I||".'.-I|-':LJ rites. ™

Washington, Warren, and Frauklin, are names often
quoted to the honour of Free Masonry. [t does not appea:
that the first concerned himsell with .  He was taken .,
as many have since been, and said no more about i,  But
Washngton civilly answered the compliments of the Grand
l.odges, and that is reason enough for Free Masonry to de-
corate herself with his name.

Warren and Franklin were active Free Masons: so has
heen George 1V, and Frederick the Great.  But in ‘either
case, was It for her sake, whose Grand Master so pusillan:-

lllull!-l['lir' rii:*.d III'Hh‘!I' lht' Hh'ulw of the fieo foot .a'h'!rv'._ r.Ilw ,'-..',[’r,l'.l{.f;'i"...

and the mallet 7 Did they court the lodges for the sake of
bantering with strangers © “vou are a Mason then, I pre-
sume

“[ am 3 try me.’
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For the embrace of the five points of fellowship, and for
the Shibboleth of Free Masonry ! Not they.

- What was their object, let others say : surely it was not
for the light or the love of Free Masonry. Franklin and
Warren saw the storm of the revolution in the elouds which
precede the rain. They sought the deliverance of their
country from foreign sway. One who works against the
ruling powers of any form of government, will find Free

Masonry, as Weishaupt did in working against all forms of

government, a good tool.

Many officers of our revolutionary army, for pastime,
and a confederacy to sustain them under their peculiar trials
and dangers, fell into the arms of Free Masonry. They
were regarded as rebels, without bemg paid hke patriots;
and so it was, for whatever reason, Free Masonry first flou-
rished in our country, through the struggle for our national
mdependence.

Why Frederick the Great was engagﬂd in the lodges, will
appear in the sequel. * That the present king of England,
while Prince of Wales, presided over the lodges of England,
may be accounted lor by the use then made of Free Masonry
on the continent of Furope, to destroy, not only every throne,
but every form of government. He, as heir to a throne,
would take care for it: and how better, than by heading
and thus guiding the most powerful engine of attack level-
leel against the Bourbons of France? A prince, having the
wisdom to confer a knighthood for the eapture of an Ame-
vican frigate, would cheerfully have given an earldom to the
subject, who, at that period, had blown Free Masonry fairly
out of water ; but parliament, in- 1799, putting an  extin-
guisherupon its vanity, by confining it to the three degrees ;
and the royal family condescending to govern it, it s now
m England as harmless and rm-pe{'lubiu and silly, as a
court fool,

it s harmless only as a pﬂl_itll_dl engine 3 i its nfluence
npon the morals, Free Masonry s a curse to any people.
Gentlemen may point cut a thousand instanees of her ex-

e —
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cellent moral mfluence ; but she 1s a decewer, and cannot
be trusted when she speaks the truth. All have heard
of the veracity of the thirsty savage, who, on‘a winter’s day,
received his quart for a deer, which the shopman * nmght
find"—but did not find. The savage, when afterwards
challenged, replied, * You found Sigamond lake 7" * Yes.”
—+ And the great white oak 7" % Yes."—# It iswell if In-
dian tell two truths to one lie.” Like this veracity is the
moral influence of Free Masonry. She dehnes geometry
and the sciences, like Playfair ; and tells youn, * these are
the delight of the lodges.” You find the lodge, as certan
as the shopman did the big whité oak by Sigamond lake,
but no deer is there,  She discourses upon religion and mo-
rality, like a saint ; and pretends to guide her followers to
n blessed immortality. They find the white oak and the
lnke, two truths ; but the main thing 18 false: Free Ma-
sonry is a blind gumide. She pretends that “ the worp mthe
first verse of St. John,in all its relations to man, time, and
eternity, constitutes the very spirit and essence of speculative
Free Masonry i Town’s Spec. Free Mas. p. 154.) an as-
sertion, 8o barefaced, that it beats the efirontery of the In-
dian by two bow shots ; and it is impoessible to conceive how
it could be solemnly pronounced, and officially sanctioned,
and, after five years opportumty of reflection, repeated,
the second edition of Town's S. M. But there it 15, p. 144 :
let the Grand Chapter look to it Free Masonry can an-
swer it only with her life.

(), could this voice reach the ears of the honest fratern-
ty, how distinctly would it ery: “ Free Masonry is a fiend,
a legion of foul spirits; a wonder, like the smoke coming
up from the bottomless pit, that darkens the sun and the air.
Full of all subtlety and crafiiness, she takes the profession
of an angel of light, yet dwells unseen in the darkness.
She plants hersell upon the same co-eternal and unshaken
foundation with Christianity, as taught in divine revela-
tion, thus eomparing her midnight face with the chureh,
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“clear as. the sun, and terrible as an army with ban-
ners.” ‘She dwells in the midst of deeeit, teaching her
children to “bend their tongues like their bows for lies.™
Professing to  embrace i body and substance the whole
duty of man as a moral being " (Gr. Chapter N. York.
Town, p. 23.) professing to be, in the inimitable language
of the scriplures, @ fountain of living waters ; she is, in-
deed, hewn out with men’s hands, a broken cistern, that
can hold no water.”

CHAPTER XXVL
Royal Arch Masonry.

“ Attention, Mark Master, you're called {o appear
“ Bofore our famed workman, the chiefl overseor;
“ Bince our labours are finished, for wages prepare,
* The Lord of the vineyard will give each his share.”
F. M. Library, p. 215.

“ 'I"hern s no more ogeasion for level or plumb-line,
“ For trowel or gavel, for compass or squaro ;
* Our works are completed, the Ark safily soaled,

‘- And we ghall be greeted arwerkmen mosf rare.”
fbid, p. 232.

Cosmmerncine thus work with an earmmest desire to do 1t up
thoroughly, my heart leaped with the hope of taking the
highest degrees of Free Masonry in a fraternity of Rigin

Honourables. Lewsure, and wealth, and ambition to earrv
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cvery good thing to a ligh state of perfection, enable the
gentlemen of England in some points, to surpass the busi-
=S 1en nf our R« Emhhq'; u.ml It |1u:|l.| not be llui]hh'ii
that Free Masonry would receive deserved attention in the
metropolis of Farope.

Soberly 1 resolved upon it : “ the mstitution appears hol-
low and senseless 3 yet it is sustained by judicious and sub-
stantiul men. | have undertaken to mvestigate i, and
London will afford a field rich with satstaction to my
doubts. To London let me go.™

While meditating on this matter, and shaping my purpo-
ses in due season to accomplish it, 1 happened in anothes
metropolis to meot an excellent grand master of the Grand
Lodge ——, and challengmg im upon the outrageous
protensions ol our fratermty, he soon pul me at rest upon
the seore of obtaining more satisfactory information in Lon-
l||r£|.

What! not be ablé to take a ti;g'lgil'it-: ol Masonry i all
Greal Britain higher than the third, or sublime degree of
master Masdn ! How must the masomie reader be surpri-
sed to hear it: it i not eredible : yet the most- excellent
erand tnaster athrimed that 1t was so.

“How do they manage in the master’s 1ir"__*'_lTrj'r‘, where
our lodees pive a substituie for the lost word 1™

“They give the word at ence.™ he replied, * and the
chase ends there."”

I have heard that the Brtish have a portion ol good
sense, and was inclined to believe this true Mmend of An
cient Free Masonry 3 but the affair was too important to
rest upon individual testimony.  He kindly referred me to
the secand article of the union of the Grand Lodge of
England with the Dissenters, headed by the Duke of Athol,

ratified in London, 27th December, A. 1. [".'-I:i:l.'upi{r:a ol

which were sent 1o each of the Grand Lodges ol the Um-
tod States of Amenea: | ean never obtain that, which de-
clares, according to my grand master, that all ancient Free
”Hr-'n.ru'r; i conteannerd within the fm{_t,rr.\' ra_.f' Master Masons,
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And here are some good reasons for believing it, until
the article itself is found.

Preston’s [llustrations of Masonry pretend, to give a full
and perfect illustration of all the degrees, public ceremo-
nies, and forms of Free Masonry.  He takes no notice of
any degree in Masonry higher than the master’s.  But in
the historical part of his later editions, he mentions the for-
mation of the Harodim Chapter, A. D. 1787 ; and, at the
same time, expresses fears for the consequences of some
modern inmovations in Masoury.

Hutchinson’s Spirit of Masonry, published in 1764, treats
liberally of the three degrees, and of the three only.
He speaks of the royal arch ; but indistinetly, and does not
account it a fourth degree of Masonry. He was a man
who would not have spared to honour the glorious craft,
Mesourania, with higher degrees, had they been known
then to English Masons,

Jachin and Boaz professes to give a perfect key to all
the arcana ol Free Masonry, without an intimation of a
degree above the lodges : that was published about 1770,

Ahiman Rezon, published in London, 1764, treats of the
three degrees, and names the holy royal arch, as the very
marrow of Free Masonry 1 but not us a distinet degree, not
as a separate order of Masonry.

“ Three principal steps in our laddor there be,
“ A mystory to allbut to those that are free.,”
JAhiman Reson,

The Book of Constitutions of Massachuseuts, ed. 1792,
professes to give a complete listory of Free Masonry, both
n England and Massachusetts, but it makes no mention of
any degree, in either country, above the lodges of master

Masons.
Lawrie's History of Free Masonry professes to give a

full history of the craft, and makes no mention of any body

of Masons higher than masters ; but in the constitution of
21
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the Grand Lodge of Scotland, it is expressly declared, that
all ancient St. John's Masonry is contained within the three
degrees of apprentice, fellow craft, and master Mason.
(Lawrie’s History of Masounry, chap, Constitution of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland.)

Smith's Use and Abuse of Masonry is an elaborate oeta-
vo of some 400 pages, eritical and historical. published in
London, 1754, withont noticing a chapter, or the royal arch
degree, or any degree higher than the master’s.

Caleott’s Disquisition upon Free Masonry, republished at
Boston, 1770, gives no treatise upon the yoyal arch degree,
or any degreo above the master’s.

By act of Parliament, 1799, all seeret assemblies what-
over are made penal, except those of the Free Masons’
lodges. Vide Eney. Britt, art. Masonry. :

Visiting London, then, with a view practically to acquire
a correct knowledge of the higher degrees of Free Mason-
vy, would be labour lost. '

No; we have the mformation nearer home. Hear the
voice of experience, * of a distinguished member of our
frutermity,” says the Free Mason’s Library. “The brief
analysis which it gives of Masonry cannot be too deeply
inpressed upon the minds of all who are, or who would be-
come, Free and Accepted Masons,” (F. M. Lab. p. 6 of
the preface.) *In the mark Mason’s degree I obtained o
plan * well ordered i - all things,’ to avert the evils of any
disorganizing power, and prevent the calamities of poverty
and want. (Excellent! who would not be a Free Mason 1)
As a past master, | learned the true art of governing my-
sell, and. those over whom 1 should be appointed to preside.
[n the most excellent master’s degree, I was carried back
to the time when the temple was finished, the capstone
brought forth with shoutings of * grace, grace to it the
ark safely seated, the most excellent masters prosirate be-
fore the Eternal, prasing his goodness and mercy ; and the
fire of heaven not only burning on the altar, but in the
hearts of the worthy ; my heart was touched as with a live
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coal from the alvar, and T could not but exclaim @ * Glory
to God in the highest,' " (He is only practising the Masonie
“ Arte of wunder wutkynge.” Vide F. M. L. p. 11.). “In
the royal arch Mason’s degree, I beheld mysell exalted to
the top of Pisgah, an extensive scene opened to my view
of the glory and goodness of the mbst excellent high priest
of our salvation. - | dug deep for hidden treasures, found
ihem, and regained the omnific word ™ (* visible in the
temple in 8t. Jerome's time, written in the uncient Sama-
vitan charactérs.”) The same word which the British Ma-
sons give in the third degree, our panting brethren must
chase to the top of the sublime degree of master Mason, and
thence to the bottom of the ninth arch. This is a greatim-
provement of Free Masonry. It returns the English com-
pliment to Yankee ingenuity in the construction of labour-
saving machines : the hungry manufacturers prefer their
own handy-work to a Brewster,

The impiety of this extract from the preface of the Free
Mason’s Library, should not have been left unnoticed a mo-
ment. [abominateit; and copy it here to the discredit of
Free Masonry, by the hand of her faithful servant, the
Grand Lodge of Maryland. (Vide their sanction to the
Free Mason's Library, p. 3.)

0, it is laughable what a eonfusion the musonic degrees
are in.  The book of Constitutions of Massnchusetts, giv-
ing “a true idea of Masonry,” says: * three classes are
generdlly admitted, under difierent appellations :* (p, 121.)
which is a plain intimation that I ss than three are some-
times admitted without falsifying the true idea of Masonry.

We have already seen in this chapter how many authors
treat of Free Masonry as contained wholly within the three
degrees. (Vid. p. 161.) ‘

Cole’s Free Mason's Library, with the sanction of the
Grand Lodge of Maryland prefixed, giving a brief sketeh
of the respective degrees of ancient Free Masonry, says:
“There are (I am bold to assert) but four degrees in an-
cient Free Masonry. This opinion accords [hear, hear ]
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not only with the sentunents of the oldest and best miorm
ed Masons, with whom | have econversed., but i, also.
agreeable to written and printed documents in my posses-
sion ; some of the latter of which are almost as old as the
art of pnnting itself. They are as follows:

“1. Entered Apprentice.

“2. Fellow Craft.

“ 3. Master Mason,

“4. Royal Arch Mason.™

Free Mason's Library, p. 318.
This 15 a capital witngss, He makes one more degree

than the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in their Book of
Constitutions, and the Masons of Britain admit : but hear

"

him.

“The following orders, which have within a few years
past been manufactured into degrees, are merely elucidator
of the second, third, and fouwrth degrees, viz.

Past Master, (These have been manufuc-
Muark Master, tured within a few years past :
Select Master, it is not many years, since Mr.
Most Excellent Master, Cole’s fourth degree, the Roy-
Royal Master, and al Arch, was also manufac

Ark Master, or Noachite," [ tured.)
Free Mas. Library, p. 318.

Now, by turning to the Grand Circular of the Most Puis-
sanl Sovereign lnspectors General of Free Masonry, found
in Dalcho’s Orations, p. 78, we shall see a list of the names
of the masonic degrees to the number of thirty-three : ma-
nufactures flourish. They are all enumerated in this vo-
lume.

Agamn! * List of the vanous masonic degrees.

* In u late publication, 1816, we find the following list of
masonic degrees, which the author states are conferred m
the Bublime Grand Lodges, in Charleston. S. C.. in the ity
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wl New-Y ork, and in Newport, R. L. ;" and then follow the
names of forty-three degrees !—(Free Mas. Libwary, p.317.)
What a beautifal strueture is Ancient Free Masonry ! so
consistent in its plan ; so harmonious in its parts ; o finished
in its execution! Generally, it is three stories high, some-
tunes less; oftentimes four, and then seven, seven teen, thir-
ty-three, and forty-three ; yet it is always the same superb
edifice ; never too narrow on the ground, never too high in
the air ; and never containing more or less than “ the whole
duty of man as a moral being ; comprising a summary of
principles conformable to the very nature and fitness of
things."—Town's Spec. Free Masonry, p. 23.

“ Thy wisdom inspired the great institution ;
“ Thy strength shall support it, till nature expire ;
* And when the ereation shall fall into ruin,
“ Its beauty shall rise through the midst of the firs."
Ri tol de rol, tol de rol, ri tol de rol,

‘I'o reason with mtoxicated men, is useless ; with madmen,
18 absurd : vana sunt et risu digna : intolerable vanity is a
fair object of nidicule ; it s hardened against reason ; satire
alone can correct it. The writer is not unkind towards
Free Masonry : even charity may laugh at folly, to make
others laugh at it, and aved it

That the Royal Archis a degree of ancient Free Masonry,
one hundred chapters in the single state of New-York are
ready to testify, with Webb, Town, Cross, Cole, Dalcho,
and a host of other authors, sanctioned by the highest au-
thorities of Free Masonry,

On the other hand, that it is not a degree of ancient Free
Masonry, is asserted by the Grand Lodges of England and
Scotland, and by all the legally constituted masonic autho-
rities of Great Britain, supported by Preston, Lawrie, and
the Book of Constitutions of Massachusefts.

It dates from its beginning, which date is inscribed by the

= = e P

" Free Mason's Library, p. 219
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Grand Lecturer, J. L. Cross, upon the prostyle temple, co-
pied in this vol. p. 55, and sanctioned by the greatest names,
and highest bodies of Masons mn North America. Naming
the grand officers, he says, * Elected 10th Sept. A. D. 1813
R. A. M. 2349." Nothing can be more certain, then, than
that as A. D., the era of our Lord was A. D. 15819 : so was
R. A. M,, the era of Royal Arch Masonry, R. A. M. 2349,

So, Mr. Town, sanctioned by the Grand Chapter of
VYew- York, and the greatest names of Masons, m a labour-
ad attempt to show, “ thut ancient Masonry has been the
medium through which the Pentateuch, or five books ol
Moses, have been preserved to the world,” (Town’s Specu-
tative Free Masonry, second ed, p. 190,) clearly asserts,
“ We have a tradition descending from time immemorial,
mvolving certain facts unknown to the world, that the sa-
crod ark, together with the book of the law, was removed
from the most holy place, under masome direction, and so
deposited as to escape that overwhelming destruction
which swept the whole land of Judea. From this tradi-
tion we learn where, and under what circumstances, the
hook of the law was found. The very name of royal arch
has a significant allusion, well understood by every brother
of that degree, The very foundation of that degiree rests
on this fact."—(Tbid. p, 208.) ;

This trifling pretension of Free Muasonry is in the mouths
of the disciples of the noecturnal school from Canterbury
Cireen to Manlivs Square, and is commonly urged upon
Christians as a motive of gratitude to Free Masonry for the
important service and distinguished favour thus conferred
upon religion. “ What claims of gratitude,” cries Mr.
Town and the grand chapter : © What claims of gratitude
has ancient Maconry on the whole Christuan world, as the
ange! l'!_-r mercy in profecting the revelalions ﬂf Grace I

« Gratitude ™ O, how mistaken is Mr. Town.” Dopes
not ancient Free Maconry confess that she saved bt the
Pentatench ?
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* Quoth she, if you suspect my troth,

* leannot prove it but by oath ;

'* And if you make & question on't,

“ I'll ppwn my word that [ have done't.”

No doubt ; butwhere were the books of the prophets und of
the Psalms? Dud the hussy in her haste leave them to
perish? - Sueh carelessness was unpardonable ; true, these
were saved, but no thanks to ancient Free Masonry ; she
left undone much the larger part of her duty, and is entitled
rather to reproof than * gratitude.”

Now 530, the number of years before the Christian era
that the foundations of the second temple were laid at Je-
rusalem, and that the fact oceurred on which the royal arch
is founded, added to A. D, 1819, the year when the “ most
excellent grand officers™ were elected, exactly gives the
ora of royal arch Masonry, aceording to Mr. Cross.

530
A. D. 1819

——

R. A. M. 2349

= Five hundred and thirty-five years before the birth of
our Saviour, the foundation of the second temple was laid
at Jerusalem ; at which time those peculiar circumstances
occurred which gave rise to the royal arch degree.” (Tem-
plar’s Chart, p. 10.)

On the other hand, Mr. Webb, second in Masonry to no
other man, supported by the Grand Chapter of Rhode
Island, giving the important tradition belonging to the
Knights of the Arch, (Free Mason’s Monitor, part 2. book
L. chap. 10. New-York, 1802.) states that Joabert, Stockin.
and G., having, by the special favour of the Most High.
been “ permitted to discover the most precious jewels of
Masonry,” Solomon conferred upon them as a reward, * the
most sublime and mysterious degree of royal arch Mason-
riy.

J']"hig royal arch 1s a “most mysterious degree,” all will al-
low. Those only who take it are privileged to descant up-
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on its sublimuty, Hearone: “ In the royal arch Mason's
degree I beheld myself exalted to the top of Pisgah,” &c.
We quote here, what the Sublime Master of Perfection so
emphatically applies to the tradition of the sublime degree
of master Mason :

“ Nil fmit unquan
“ Tam dispar sibi.”

Never was any thing so contradictory.
Second temple founded A. M. J466
Solomon’s temple finished A. M. 3000
466 years the royal
wrch stood firm without a foundation! This would be un-
accountable in any art except the * art of wonder working,
and the facultie of Abrac ;" which

5y

“ Makes former timos shake hands with latter,
' And that which was bofore, come after.”

Finally, the royal archis, and is not, a degree ol ancient
Free Musonry., It began 466 years before its beginning :
being founded on a well known cireumstance which oceur-
red m bulding the second temple at Jerusalem ; and con-
ferred by king Solomon, as a reward, upon his grand mas
Ler un:h-in:t:l.-.-, at the completion of the first temple ; all

which 15 a mystery iuqu-m-tm!:lu o a master Mason. and

worthy of the reader’s profound admiration.
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CHAPTER XXVIL
Review of Town’s Speculative Free Masonry.

“ Whitt have the Mason's taught mankind
“They have taught the arts of agriculture, architocture, astronomy,

geometry, arithmetic, music, poetry, chomistry, government, and religion.”
—Bookof Constitutions, Preston, F. M. Library, Hutehinson, and Caleott.

Proreus had not so many different shapes as Free Ma-
sonry puts on ; nor did he change his form with any more
facilty than our modern divinity will hers, His strength
laid not in the might of his power, for though he transform-
ed himself into a fierce looking savage, he was tame to the
fearless assailant ; though into a roaring fire, he burned not
the hand that dared to grasp him ; and though into a migh-
ty torrent, he was easily arrested by a resolute arm. So
with Free Masonry ; all her strength Lies i her power of
eluding the grasp of her adversaries.* Those who have
been admitted into her cave, either despise and forsake her,
or use her arts for their own purposes, und are lost in the

S - = - —_— s -— o —

* % Fiet enim subito sus horridus, atraque tigris, -
* Bquamosusque draco, ot fulva corvies lonena :
“ Aut acrem flammas sonitum dabi, atque ita vinclis
“Exeidet; aut in aquas tenues dilapsus nhibit,"— e,

“ The wily god will try to loose his hold,

* And various forms assume ;—.

“ With foamy tusks will seem a bristly boar,

* Or imitate the lionsangry roar;

“Break out in ceackling flames to shun thy snare,
“Or hiss a dragon, or a tiger stare ;

“ Or, with a wile thy cantion 1o betra ¥y

“In fleeting streams attempt to slide away,"—Dryden,

22
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medley of her pretensions. . None grasp her and drag he
to the light ; and il her bones are exposed by some shrewd
or some perjured hand, to the common gaze, the world
finds in them small likeness of her whose name 1s M¥sTERY.
and suflers them tobe buned in foreetlulness. And there let
them he: 1 meddle not with thie works of others: 1 meod-
dle not with any thing properly belonging to the Masonie
l'r:|f‘T .'||n|||- :, Ihl::-ll'_'[r:.ﬁ' h_‘, Hf.ii'h th ¥ know [y ;:,-.r.[helr, Ma-

ST b [[l:g-l" 'u't *-ii[]l'_l_ s TNOW .

“ Ry points of good followship we still aceord,

“ Obmorving vach brother's troe sign, grip, and word,’

| betray neither ; but the character of the whole, it is
my duty to proclai ; and that I do proclaim, n the words
of this book : those who can may answer,

The tokens are nothing to me. What matter if some
determine 1o |'.Ith'|.'I. onech ntillrl'? |:-j_.-' InrH'h'frrj,_" kunuckles or ¢l
hows! Thesigns of Free Mosonry are as genteel as whis-
pertng in company, and among men are less offensive ; fm
some of them would not be observed when a whisper would,
They are a harmless thing, however, and nced not interrupt
our engagement with wrigilfilrr matters,

The antique record from the Book of Constitutions, with
Mr. Locke’s notes, contained also in Preston. in Hutchin-
son's Spirit of Masonry, with the recommendation of the
grand officers of the Grand Lodge of England, in Caleott’s
Disquisition on Masonry, and in the Free Masons’ Library,
with the recommendation of the Grand Lodge of Mary-
land, accompamed, in every case, with notes ealeulated to
conceal its fulschoods, utters at a breath the assertion pla-
ced at the head ol this chapter. 1 shall not go about to
disprove it ; o it carry not in itself an antidote to jis falsity,
I cannot administer one,

I'ree Masons teach * government and religion :™ “ what

Aappears most odd, 1=, that Ih[-f.r reckon religion among the
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arts ;" and also among the arts for which mankiod are in-
debted to the teachings of Masonry.,

And now, reader, I will take somo pains to show how
Free Masonry teaches mankind religion. In doing this |
have no tale of private scandal toraise or (o eirculate; no
secret of the true Noachide™ to tamper with: no depen-
dence to place upon the greatness of asingle name for the
facts in the case. but the great society Miwsgews, * 1 am in
the midst of heaven,” under the hand of an excellent grand
chaplain, and the public signatures of its most distingmshed
patrons, and great grand oflicers, has copiously furnished
the proofl toour hand.

= A System of Speculative Masonry.”
“ RECOMMENDATIONS,

« Grand Chapter of the State of New-York, convened in
the city of Albany, Feb. 7, 5817. '

“ Resolved wnanimously, that this Grand Chapter recom-
mend to the public i general, and more espesially to all
masonic brethren, * The System of Free Masonry,” about
to be published by Companion Salem Town, Grand Chaplaie.
The subject of that work having been exhibited before the
members of this Grand Chapter in a series of addresses, we
do recommend it as @ most valuable production on Bpecula-
tive Masonry, and believe 1t will be of great importance to
the ins titution in general, and interesting to every friend of
truth, of sound principles, and benevolent feelings.

4 |
Gr. Nec. of the Gr. Chapter.”

Here follows another, with nine names appended, and to

e

* Dermott's and Hutchinson's ancient name of Froe Masons,

# 1 hope the roadar will pardon the omission of names ; they sometimes
belong to men of high personal respect ; it would be eruel to make their
weakness our mirth, but Free Masonry herself is fair game,

_—m
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every name both a grand titular pre-fix and a suffix : e. g
“ Most Excellent y brand High Priest.”

A third recommendation, under the hand of Z. R. S——.
Past Deputy Grand High Priest, savs of this work, (which
he entitles, Town’s Addresses to the Grand Chapter of New-
York,) *They develope the origin, principles, and use of
the institution, and redeem the sacred order at once from
the ignorance, spleen, and mistaken dread of a too censo-
rious world."™

The chapter of recommendations concludes as follows :
* Recommendation of the Honourable and most Excellent
Compamon De W, C,, General Grand High Priest of
the General Grand Chapter of the United States of Ame-
rica; Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of
="l;t“nL'+'IrrLr|:, e, doo,

*Having perused some chapters of a manuscript, enti-
ted, * A System of Speculative Mazonry,” by Companion
Salem Town, of Washington county, highly approving the
eeneral outlines of this work, and being satisfied of its ac-
curate and able illustrations of the ‘benign principles of
Froe Masonry, I have no hesitation in recommending it to
the Fraternity. Dated at Albany, 20th March, 5817."—
[Signed by a name that belongs to his country.]

This last is more guarded than the preceding, and yet is
sulliciently broad for animadversion.” I sincerely. regret
that a gentleman deservedly distinguished should put his
name n the front of this puffing work ; but no name upon
earth will be found sufficient to support the extravagance of
the coprons extracts which soon follow.




TOWN 'S SPECULATIVE MASONRY. 173

CHAPTER XXVIIL

Showmg how Free Masonry is a Guide to a Blessed Im-
mortality.

“ Happy, happy mortals, nse!
“ Taste with us immaortal joys,

“ Blooming on yon sacred tree,
“ Planted by the Daity ;
“ The hallowed fruit is Musonry,
“ Far beyond the pregnant sky,
“There the bopes of Masons lie,
“Masons" happy choice abave
* Masons overy blessing prove.”
: Preston.

Mucn reliance s placed upon Mr, Town’s work by the
friends of Masonry. The unanimous recommendation of
the Grand Chapter, who heard it as it was delivered in
lectures, entitles it to a fair and close examination. No-
thing can be more just to the author and to his commenders.
than to give a large view of the work in its own words ;
therefore the reader may expect, if Mr. Town’s work be
condemned, it shall be by the evidence of his own mouth,
and that not scantily furnished.

To begin with our author, the title-page 15 furnished
with thus scripture: “To him that overcometh will I give
to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man
knoweth, saving he that receiveth 1t.""—St. Jokn.

“+ According to the revelation of the mystery, which was
kept secret since the world began.”—ASt. Paul,
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To which 1 add a line from a heathen poet :

“ Accipe nune Datiaum insidias, et crimine ab uno disce omnes.™
Jneid, 1. 65.

In the preface our author says : “ At the annual meeting of
the Grand Chapter in Feb. 1816, the idea was suggested of
preparing for the press several masonic addresses, which had
been exhubited belore that honourable body. On mature
deliberation, the measure was thought expedient, and adopt-
ed. Relying on the better discernment of respectable and
well informed brethren, the work has been submitted. I
18, therefore, presented to the public, not for its elegance
ol composition, but for its truth.”

Throughout his preface, our author speaks of candow
and kindness ; wishing, for the sake of peace and charity,
that all men were Masons, and disclaiming the thought of
deception, he inquires how improbable it is that all Masons

have been deceived ?

“ 'T'um vero ardemus scitari, ¢l quasrere causas,
* Ignafi scelerum tantorum, artisque Pelaggae,

* Prossquitur pavitans, ¢t ficto pectors fatur.”
; .-‘Eﬂ.ﬂd.l 1. 15

These far words

* Raisod expectalions i our longing hearts,

* Unknowing as wo were in Grecian arts.

“ His former trambling onee again renewed,

“ With acted fear, the morfel thus parsued.™— Drpden

" PRELIMINARIES.
“T'he great field of masonic research has for many cen-

"4 Now hear how well the Greeks their wiles disguised ;
“ Bohold a nationin a man comprised.”—Dryden,
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turies been explored by the most able, ingenious, and fruit-
ful imaginations, The ongin of the institution, its prinei-
ples, and design, have occupied many pens in every age.
But notwithstanding those numerous, as well as great exer-
tions, so often and so ably repeated, much still remains.
The subject is not, neither can it be exhausted, The great
and paramount point has never been clearly and fully pre-
sented to the world.

“ That point,” says Mr. Town, * is simply this, that the
principles of speculative Free Masonry have the same co-
eternal and unshaken foundation, contain and inculeate in
substance the same truth, and propose the same ultimate
end, as the doétrines of Christianity tanght by Divine Re-
velation.™ (P, 13.)

This single point our author labours to establish, being
himself persuaded, that (p. 14.) © if we would add univer-
sal celebrity to our mstitution, the world must be convinced
that the foundation is laid in evangelical truth.” “ When
evidence is exhibited to this eficet,” says Mr. T'own, * the
great point is fully accomplisked.  "The ignorant and super-
stitious will be constrained fo behold the vicnr; the sober
and discreet will rejoice in Masonry as a compendious sys-
tem of moral and religious instruction ; while the pious and
devout will embrace it as an auxiliary to human happiness,
and a guide to @ blessed immortality.” (P. 15.) 1O, the
strait way to be happy here and hereafter! Pay twenty
dollars and be a Free Mason. -

What a pretender is this Free Masonry! We have seen
it before claim to be the most ancient and honourable m.
stitution descended from Heaven to bless mankind ; but
now, grown more bold, it claims to be founded on the Word
of God, and on evangelical truth ; to inculeate the same
truth, and serve the same purpose, with Christinnity, even to
be a guide to a blessed immartahty.

The absurdity, the folly, the impiety of these pretensions,
place them bevond the reach of comment.
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CHAPTER XXIX.

Containing the Great Feangelical Outlines of Free M-
sonry,

* When Folly’s sons arise,
“ Masonry to despise,
“ Boornall their spite ;
* Laugh at their ignorance,
“ Pity their want of sense,
“ Firmer npite. "—Masonie Clart.

Town®s Speculative Free Masonry. Chaptér 1st—*"The
great Outlines of. Speculative Free Masonry.”

“Tuar speculative Free Masonry 1s wisely ealeulated,”
says. Mr. T, “ to irradiate the understanding, enlarge the
capacity of the mind, and improve the heart, no man can
doubt who has been correctly taught in its principles. These
are facts capable of as positive proof as the nature of mo-
ral fitness will admit. We are, therefore, boaund by that
benevolence and charity we profess, to adopt every lauda-
ble expedient, to remove error, prejudice, or misconception
from the public mind. On the accomplishment of this de-
sirable object depends mueh of the celebnty of the institu-
tion, and a greal accession to human happiness.

“ That our minds may be refreshed on this subject, let us
turn our-thoughts on some of the more prominent features
of the magonic mstitution.” (P, 23.)

“ Speculative Free Masonry, asa system,” says Mr. T

E

* evidently embraces, in body and substance, the whole
duty of man as a moral being, comprising a summary of
principles  conformable to the very nature and fitness of
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things. Here is presented that variety and richness of scene-
ry which charms the understanding ; that beauty, sublimi-
ty, and grandeur of objects, which fills the contemplative
mind with admiring views."

Now, mark the particulars which follow this promising
mtroduction. I will number them.,

1. “ Here* we discover the wisdom of God in the sym-
metry ol nature, and the finger of Providence in the go-
vernment of the world. (p. 24.)

2. “ The great outlines in the history of creation are also
unfolded. (p. 24.)

3. “ The primitive innocence of man, the fall and con
sequent scenes of natural and moral evil.

4. “In a word, the history of nature and grace is mosi
beautifully prefigured in a lively display of masonic sym-
bols. (p.24.)

5. * Heret we view the coincidence of principle and de-
sign between the Christian scheme and speculative Free
Masonry, with that pleasing admiration which satisfies in-
quiry, and clearly proves our system{ based on the Rock of
eternal Ages. As the subject continues to open, the mind
i presented with an endless variety of sublime contempla-
nons. (p.24.)

6. “ Such are the deep mysteries of the Divine Worp, n
whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily. (P. 24.)

7. * Buch the terrible majesty of Him that rideth upon
the heavens by his name Jah, who plants his footsteps in
the sea, and manages the storms, (pp. 24 and 25.)

8. * Such the boundless displays of the unsearchable
riches of Divine benevolence.

9. “ Such the Grand Council of Eternity which devised
and executed that great plan of man’s redemption. (p. 25.)

¢ That is, in speculative Froe Masonry.

¢ In speculative Free Masonry.
t Bpeculative Free Masonry.

%
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10, *The pnd s thereby presented with the co-equal
and co-eternal existence of the adorable persons in the sa
cred Trmity, The allusions are direet, and meet the un-
derstanding n a convineing ight.”  (p. 25.)

This 18 the way to convinee the Socinians. O, how
casy ' Make them Pree Masons gratis.

11, * Hore® we view the namerous allusions to that es
sontial divinity, w lhuch foiled the powers of darkness, and
brought salvation to the world.

12, “ Here® we are t;ul;_rh[ in meekness to reverencs
the name of Jehovah, and dwell on the mfinitude of ns
perlections, the eternity of lus nature,  (p. 25.)

13, “ Within these consecrated wallst are clearly un-
lolded the numerous relations of man, as a being destined
to survive the general destruction of nature herself, and
trinmph m immortal existence.  (p. 25.)

[4. *“The wisdom, and mercy, and goodness, and justics
of the great God, us displayed in the moral world, and his
controling, governing power in the natural.  [p. 25.]

15, “ All the combined, unspeakable excellencies of the
omnipotent Creator,  (p. 25.)

16. “Time with all its interesting relations, eternity
with its everlasting consequences.

17 “'This world as a dreary wilderness, heaven as the
paradise of God. (p. 26.)

I8, “ Mortal existence interwoven with pains, and sor-
rows, and denth-—ua happy immortality, endless fruition
i the regions of bliss,

19, * Vice with her scorpions to the naked conscience.
virtue with her sceptre of peace and her erown of rejol-
cing. (p. 26.)

20. * Here®, in short, is a vast plenitude of moral and
relisious mstruction, (p- 26.)

" In Bpeculative Free Masonry
The Lodge Roogh
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21 *The admiring views are sometunes turned on that
wisdom which could devise, and that power which could
call into being, worlds and systems of worlds by the word
of his power,

22. “To adore that divinity whose goodness and mercy
are so astonishingly displayed in the salvation of man.
(p. 26.)

23. “Here we are led to trace the streams of human
happiness to the inexhaustible fountain of divine goodness.”
“ Such are a few of those numerous excellencies, found in
the system of Speculative Free Masonry., On these are in-
delibly impressed the seals of imperishable worth,  If such
in very deed were not the facts, no man of sense and mde-
pendence of mind eould m any shape become attached to
the institution.  If all were a mere specious form, a sha-
dow without a substance, a name without meaning—the
institution would meet with little else than sovereign con-
tempt.”™

Now, our author, honest man, is deceived. Because the
nstitution is not treated with sovereign contempt, as a sha-
dow without substance ought to be, he s compelled to
believe that it has substance. But what 1= its substance !
Not that which the Monitor, and the Chart, and the Book of
Constitutions, make it: “ the art of finding new arts;” a
system of sciences, and the “ art of foresaying things.”
Mr. ‘Town, while enumerating three and twenty of the pro-
minent features of speculative Masonry, does not mention
the arts and sciences. Hunting for new and varied fea-

-

“ w Ter conutus ibi collo dure brachia cireum
“Per frustra compronsi manns effugit imago
s Par lavibus venlis, volnerigue simillima somno,”"—3n. i, 792,

—— Thrics about hor neck my arms [ flung,

“ And, thrice deceived, on vain embraces hung ;

« Light us an emply dream at break of day,

= Nrasa blast of wind, she mched away."—Drydion.
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tures, as he evidently does, even to repetition, it is wonder-
ful that the seven liberal arts and sciences, the five senses,
and the five noble orders of architecture, did not oceur to
him, with Messrs. Webb, and Cross, and Preston, as prommi-
nent features of Free Muﬂul'tr}'. Ah! he 15 a teacher, and
knew that science does not belong to it ; and yet, vainly sup-
posing it has substance sufficient to attach to itself men of
sense and independence of mind, governors and kings, he
ventures to declare, with the approbation of the grand
chapter and the grand officers, * that it embraces, in body
and substance, the whole duty of man ;" ereation, the fall.
redemption, &c. &e.  All this is * presented to the public,
not for its elegance of composition, but for its truth.*
And as Dr, said, when his landlady brought a pine
torch to the sun-dial, and told the hour of the winter even
g, that it was just eight o’clock—" 1 do not doubt it in the

least.”
Mr. Town did not publish, relying on his own judgment.

but on the unanimous vote of the grand chapter who heard
him, and the individual signatures of the most prominent
men and Masons in the most prominent state in the Union.
[ shall treat his work with a degree of attention to which it
s not so much of iself enttled, as of s sponsors. It
s the highest justice to him and to them, to continue our
quotations from chapter L.

“ Brethren, the design of this address was said (1o be)
merely to pﬁ.’.‘if'l‘lt the outhne of Speculative Free Masonry.
But, if what has been exhibited be true, you already disco-
ver, through the magnmitude of the subject, the greatness of

the undertaking. (pp. 50, and 31.)

24. * The characteristic principles are such as embrace
the whole subject matter of the divine economy. (Think
of that!) The farther you attempt to investigate the whole
system, the more deep, and solemn, and mieresting the
subject appears.

il s

& Peafaon to Hpee, Free Masonry.
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“ Sach, therefore,” says Mr. T, * s the nature of Spe-
culative Free Masonry, that the most exalted human intel-
lect can never survey the whole field of improvement. The
attainment of a full and adequate view lies far bevond the
powers of any finite mind.”  (p.31.)

“ Then Hudibras, with face and band,

“ Made signs for silence ; which obtained,

* What means, quoth he, this de'el’s procession
“ With men of orthodox profession ’

% In all my life, | never till now,

“ Baw a more false, a profaner show.”

Mr. Town is not uncandid ; and, having prudent fears.
that even the grand chapter would hesitate currently to re-
ceive s0 bold assertions, he continues to say, * Perhaps my
brethren may consider this deseription rather too great.
If so, be persuaded to suspend your final decision for one
moment.” It is done ; and while we are in suspense, let
him speak without interruption if’ we can.

25, “ Where is the beginning, and where is the end of
eternity ! (p. 31.)

26. * What s the length, and breadth, and height, and
depth of eternal irath?  (p. 31.)

27. * Where the finite mind that can look through the
vast machinery of nature? (fbud.)

28, “ Where the vain presumer, who dare assert he ean
trace unerringly the footsteps of Omnipotence in all his
works 1 (Ihid.)

20, “ Where the created being, however exalted in rank,
of ethereal mind, who comprehends the great mystery of
GGod in the plan of redemption? (pp. 31 and 32,)

30, “The wonder of angels, the eternal Word mani-
fested in the flesh?  (p. 32.)

31, “ Where such profound wisdom, (as) ean fathom
that mystery of mysterics, a Trinity in Unity? (Ibid.)

32, “in a word, where 1s that ereated being in the uni-
verse of God, who will fully comprehend through a bound-
losg eternity, the great and nnsearchable riches of wnerea-

b =
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ted divinuty 3 or the amazing displays of the divine charuc
ter and perfections ! (Fbad.)
33. “Or who can trace immortal existence through all

its relations T° {H:-i:f_}
Stop a minute, Butler has a question.

“ Tell me bat what's the natural can=o

* Why on a sigrn no pamter draws

“ The full moon ever, but the half?

“ Resolve that with your Jacob-stafi’!

‘il 1.1.'||.y wolves raise a hebbub at FIEI,

“ And dogs howl when she shines in water
“Then | shall ireely give my vole

“ You may know something more remote.”

Now let the organ of the Grand Chapter proceed.

“These subjects, collectively considered,” says Mr. Town,
“ gonstitute the vital parts of Speculative Free Masonry.
Say, then, my brethren, who is suthcient for these things 1™
(Ned ad haee quis wdoneus. 2 Cor. 2. 16.) “ Who can
unfold the mysteries of this mstitution ; or explore the ut-
most boundaries of the Masonie system ! (p. 32.)

This must have a shadow of truth te support it, one
would think, else the Grand . Chapter and Sponsors would
not have commended it as interesting to the friends of
truth, Our author enforces his doctrine in the following
modest manner,

34. * Notwithstanding the moral precepts of our order
may be,” says Mr, T. “ equally sacred and equally precious
with those of Chnstianity, yet, unless they become ours by
sentiment, dentified with our affections, and flow from the
heart in every act of duty, how are we benefited? Not-
withstanding this solemn and interesting truth, that the
(35.) Divine Being views no moral character in man with
areater complacency, than his, who in heart strictly con-

forms to masonie requirements, yet if these requirements,”
dees (p.3.)

I6, “ No mornl tenth presented to the mind,” savs M
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I\, * can be greater, more evident, more comprehensive,”
&e. “than that which is taught in the first masonic lesson ;
“that i, to discharge every incumbent duty to our God, our
neighbour, and ourselves.”  (p. 34.)

Nothing can be more comprehensive than that which
comprehends every thing.

“ As men from brutes distinguished are,
“ A Mason other men excels ;
“ For what's in knowledge choice and raro,
“ Within his breast securely dwells,”
Aheman Recon, p. 10].

No moral truth greater than that presented by Masonry !
(36.)  No moral character regarded by the Divine Being
with greater complacence than that of a Mason! (35.)
| Masonry preach the eternal word manifested in the flesh !
|| (30.) Masonry embrace the whole subject matter of di-
vine economy ! (24.) Masonry present to the mund the
co-equal and co-eternal existence of the adorable Trinity !
(10.) How astonishing that such things should be said
should be received; should be recommended; should be
acknowledged and adopted, by the learned, by the pious.
and by the wise ! The moral precepts, also, of our order,
may be equally sacred and equally precious with those of
Christianity | ! (34.)
Far be it from me to liken Mr. Town, and the grand offi-
cers, and the grand chapter, to any thing evil ; but their de-
sigh has been expressed by another :

“ Well have ye judged ; well ended long debate,

“ Bynod of Gods! and like to what ye are,

“ Great things resolved, which from Lhe lowest depths

“ Will once more raise us up, in spito of fate,

“ Nearer our ancient seat. Perhaps in view

“ Of those bright confines, whence with neighbouring arm:
@ And opportune excursions, woe may chance

* Re-enter Heaven."—Paradise Lost, b, ii, 300,

“ By a full and fair exposition of our great leading priner-

_“ﬁn
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ples,” says Mr. T., * we betray no masome secrets; these
are safely locked up m the heart of every Mason, and are
vever to be imparted except in a constitutional manner
hut our leading tenets are no secrets. (37.) It is no secret
that Masonry is of divine origin. (38.) It is no secret that
the system embraces and inculcates evangelical truth.
(39.) It s no secret that there is no duty enjomned, nor a
virtue required in the volume of inspiration, but what s
found in and taught by Speculative Free Masonry. (40.) It
15 no secret that the appropriate name of God has been
preserved in this institution in every country where Mason-
ry existed, while the rest of the world was hiterally sunk m
heathenism. (41.) And, above all, it is not, neither can 1
be, a secret, that a good Mason is, of necessity, truly and
emphatically a Christian.”

Herod the Great was * an excellent grand master.”—
Vide New Mon. Ergo: Herod, of necessity, “ was truly and
emphatically a Christian.””  This is the easy way to con-
vert the infidels ; make them Free Masons.

Our author is grand chaplain of the grand chapter,
and must know even more than he has told us. The
grand chapter have unanimously recommended his book
under the hand of their grand secretary, * as a most valua-
ble production,” and who can doubtit? Grand officers,
and past grand officers, set their own hand to the work in
the most unqualified terms of approbation, as * calculated
10 show the great importance of the institution.,” and * to
redeem the sacred order at once from the ignorance,
spleen, and mistaken dread of a too eensorious world ;™
and who will not believe them? Add to this the words of
the Honourable and Most Excellent General Grand High
Priest, &e. of the United States of America, and the truly
excellent Governor of New-York: “ 1 have no hesitation
in recommending it (Town’s Speculative Masonry) to the
patronage of the fraternity,” Observe, too, the date of
the most excellent general grand high priest’s certificate.

+ Albany, 20th March. 5817,
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"I'he concluding sentence of our author's first address to
his hearers is as follows: * Finally, my brethren, in view of
this whole subject, we see what a great mystery is involved
in Speculative Free Masonry.™

S0, a benighted philosopher, secing a lantern attached to
a kite tail «

“ Bless us! quoth he, what dreadfal wonder
“ Is that appears in Heaven yonder

“ A comet, and without a beard ?

“ Ur star that never before appeared *

“ It must be supernatural,”

CHAPTER XXX.

Containing Free Masonry's Parallel between her Excellent
Nelf and Divine Revelation.

“What are these,

“ So withered and so wild in their atlire ;
“ That look not like the inhabitants of the carth,
“ And yet are on't 7" —Marbeth.

T'ue work of Mr, Town, now under consideration, has
attached to it; besides the names of its sponsors, a lst of
subscribers’ names, from Canada to Georgia : among them
twelve M. E. Grand High Priests and M. E. Grand Depu-
ties: ten M. E. Grand Kings; six M. E. Grand Scribes,
&e. 3 twenty-five most excellent High Priests; twenty-
three Excellent Kings ; and twenty-three Excellent Seribes;
four g{!nilt'nl{fll styled Reverend ; one hundred and eleven

-]I_
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Most Worshipful Masters ; one hundred and eight Wor
shipful Senior Wardens, and one hundred and seven Wor-
shipful Junior Wardens. And so popular is the work with
the subseribers, that seventy have set to their names from
10 to 20 copies; I8 from 20 to 30 copies ; and seven
above 40 copies each. And a note at the end of the sub-
seription list informs, that “the whole number of copies
subscribed for, as far 4s come to hand, is 4353.”

This work, so far as | have means of judging, did not
disappoint the subscribers ; and now, after having been ten
years before the public, remains in full eredit, a book of ap-
peal from the taunts of enemies; a trimmphant exposition
of the pure principles and tenets of Masonry.® It 1sa
book for which Free Masonry is justly answerable ; recom-
mended by her highest authorities, supported by a nume-
rous band of her officers, and appealed to by a multitude
of her followers; she cannot separate hersell’ from 1ts com-
mon fate, with the Monitor, the Chart, Preston, and the
Book of Constitutions. - These books are much occupied
with the details of ceremonies ; Town’s is purely didactic,
and being excellently adapted to the overthrow of the insti-
tution it was intended to build up, I shall continue to give
copious extracts, with concise remarks. It is fit that so fool-
ish a quack as Free Masonry should die of her own drugs.

Town’s h}wmfﬂh'r'r’ Free Masonry. chap. n. p. 45.—* The
general nature and design of the Masome Institution.
Summary of Duties. Principles m the abstract.

“The way is now prepared to speak of the nature and
design of the Masonic institution.  Its real, as well as pro-
fessed object is, to promote the highest possible good of ra-
tional intelligences. To mculecate the sound doctrines of

morality and virtue, and deeply impress on the heart those

* In 1822, o second edition was published in New-York.
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great and fundamental principles which constitute the
beauty and divine excellency of the moral system.”

It is worthy of remark, that no claim is made to science,
or even to teach the sciences. The very orders of architec-
ture are forgotten. [is real object is to inculeate the sound
doctrines of morality and virtue, the principles which consti-
tute the beauty and divine exeellency of the moral system.
While the Monitor, Chart, and Constitutions, unite to claim
the sciences, Mr. Town honestly says not a word about
them. They call Masonry a progressive science, the art of
finding new arts, &e, &e. Mr. Town’s Speculative Ma-
sonry calls ity in body and substance, the whole duty of man,
as a@ moral being, and in its precepts equally sacred and
equally precious with Chrishanity.  An mstitution

“ Supplied with spiritual provision,
“ And magazines of ammunition ;
“ Mallets, squares, plumb-lines, and levels,

 Compasses, gauge, trowels, and chisel ;
* Tools for working out salvation,

% By mere mechanic operation.”

Speculative Masonry, chap. iv. p. 49.—* Coincudence of
Masonic Principles with Divine Revelation,

“ After what has been said in relation to some of the
leading principles embraced in the masonic system, it may
not be improper briefly to show their coincidence with Di-
vine Revelation. Masonic faith acknowledges the Holy
Bible to be the word of God ; that it was written by persons
divinely inspired, and reveals the whole duty of man.”

I must interrupt our author. It is well known to be the
pride and the boast of Masonry, that it reeeives all men, of
all countries, creeds, and religions, and binds them in one
indissoluble bond of affection. With the Brahmin it be-

| lieves the Shaster, with the Musselman it believes the Ko-
ran, with the Jew it believes only the Old Testament, and
with the Christian it believes both the Old and the New,
qot to sav. that with the Deist 1t believes neither,

= = L e
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“ Without distinetion of nation or country, without pre-
judice to religion or sect, a Mason should view the great
mystic family as united to him by the bonds of affection.”
—( Dnlcho’s Orations, p. 2,)

Again, p. 17. Dalcho's Orations: * The wandering
Arab, the eivilized Chinese, and the native Amencan ; the
rigid observers of the Mosaie law, the followers of Maho-
met, and the professors of Christianity, are all connected by
the mystie union™ in one mdissoluble bond of affection.

“The universal prineiples of the art unite in 6ne ndissolu-
ble bond of affection, men of the most opposite tenets, and
of the most eontradictory opimions.”  (Presten, p. S0, £
M. M. part 1, ¢h. 1.)

“ As Masons, we only pursue the universal religion, or
the religion of nature.”—( Akiman Rezon, 35.)

Again : * Masons are generally charged to adhere to
that religion in which all men agree ;s that is,to be good
men and true, men of honour and honesty, by whatever
names, religions, or persuasions, they may be distinguish
ed."—( Ahimen Rezon, p. 25.)

“ Religious disputes are never suffered within the lodge ;
lor, ns Masons, we only pursue that universal religion whicly
unites the most different principles in one sacred bond.”-
( Book of Const. p. I23.)

Brethren are * charged to adhere to the essentials of re-

ligion in which ALL MEN aoree.”  Formerly they were

“ charged to comply with the religious opimons and usages
of the country where they worked.” (Book of Const. p.
34.) Nearly in the words of the Book of Const. and Aln-
man Rezon, here quoted, is the language of the New Mo-
nifor upon this subject.  (p. 48. and 108, F. M. L. p. 66.)
Now, to say that masgonic lﬁ.’-"!'fl ch'.‘:m*ﬂ‘ff'fﬂgfw the ffm"lu
Bible to be the word of God, as our author and the grand
chapter do here, is contrary to all truth, though according
to many well established precedents.  Masonry will be the

most ancient and honourable institution : will teach all the
most renowned sciences and narte, with ¢ the art of wun-
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derwurking ;" will inculcate precepis equally pure, and
equally precious, to say the least, with Christianity ; will en-
rol the best men of all ages, the most illustrious names of’
all countries, in the list of her devoted followers ; and is she
not entitled to the best books too ! The books of all lan-
guages most revered by their readers, are equally revered
by Free Masonry. Are they precious to the infidel ? Then
are they equally precious to Masonry, This is the true
character of the harlot ; she loves every body dearly, and
him with whom she inhabits supremely ; she reveres the
Bible in America, the Koran in Turkey, and the Shaster in
India, as equally worthy of acceptation, and revealing the
whole duty of man. Becoming, in the basest sense, all
things to all men: she is every where the same, best gift of
Heaven to man-kind, and possesges the remarkable quality
of being the same thing, and its opposite, to any extent re-
cpnired !

“ No prying cye can viow us hore,
“ No fool or knave distarb our cheor ;
“ Our well formed laws set mankind Free,
“ Apd give relief to misery.”
Presion.,

“ Letus, therefore,” says Mr. T, * candudly compare the
masonic system with that standard of truth,” (the Bible.)—

p. 50. [I number the parallels. |
1. “ That sacred yolume clearly reveals the existence of

one Supreme Eternal God.  The masonic system is_first
opened to. the view of every member, by a solemn acknow-
ledgment of this fundamental truth.

2. “Tle bible exhibits the nature, character, and per-
fections of God, as essentially and infinitely excellent, and
himself as a being, in whom all our holy affections should
ultimately centre. Masonry, in the strongest and most
i|]_':||jl"ﬂﬂﬂi\'[£ language, inculcates the same interesting truths.

3 “The seriptures enjoin supreme love to God, and um-
versal benevolenee to all mankind. These are the first du-
ties impressed on the heart of a Mason,
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1. “ Inspiration urges the exercise of brotherly love, and
a due regard to the well being of our neighboar. Masonry
considers the whole human family as brethren, and impe-
riously enjoins mutual and reciprocal aets of friendship and
affection.”

The parallel has but commenced, and it is hard to tell,
at this stage, which, in our author’s hands, will eome out
second best : the most ancient mgtitution, or the bible. |
would observe in passing, that our author’s last parallel is
hardly just to Free Masonry. It should read, as in the
sequel will appear, “ Inspiration teaches : “love thy neigh-
bour as thyself.’ * Mett. xix. 19, Masoary considers, that
true charity beging at home,” This reading has poitn, as
well as truth, for its support.

T'o return to the parallel:

5. “The holy bible,” says Mr. Town, * enforces a strict
adherence to the truth, as a divine attribute, This is o dis-
tinguishing tenet in the masonie institution.” Here the
Grand Chaplamn 18 under a great mistake in respeet to the
masonic. institution,

6. “ The word of God requires a conscientious observance

of justice in every relation. Masonry adopts this principle
as o critenon of moral reetitude,
7. “The sacred writings enforce a religious attention to
the sabbath as a day of holy rest.  Masonry is equally em-
phatic in all her commands and injunctions to keep that
day holy. (Tawn’s Spec. Mas. p. 51.) - [Observe ; the Jews
may keep. Saturday for sabbath ; and the Brahmins and
Turks not bemng Chnstinn Masons, are allowed their own
pleasure in this matter. ]

8. “The word of God enjoins submission to the powers
that be, as ordained of God. Masonry lays similar eom-
mands on all her members, and enforees them by constant
admonitions,

" Toawn's Spec, Froe Masonry, p. 50,
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= LThe Senptures teach us, in general terms, all the
daties of charity ; to feed the hungry, and clothe the naked,
to visit the widow and fatherless, [of every family, and bro-
therhood, and people,] and to keep ourselves unspotted
from the world. Masonry dwells upon these subjects in
every degree, and lays her members under the most solemn
obligations to exercise Christian [or Mahomedan, as the
case may be] charity and benevolence, [toward all the fra-
ternity,] and never to violate the laws of chastity 3 [n
connexion with the near relatives of a Master Mason. ]

This supplement is most important to a right knowledge
of the principles of Masonry. The ancient charges, as
published in the sixteenth century, were more precise in
this particular than modern indulgence permits.  Not only
the near relatives, but even the domestics of a Master Ma-
son, were then foreclosed by his obligntions against the Ma-
son’s lust.  Dut, observe, the rest of mankind, the unitiated.,
have always been, and are, fuir game to those who are not
restroined by more than a masonic oath.

When wolves have unlimited range, the careless shep-
herds are the prineipal saflerers ; but if’ they are barred to
one side of the mountain, the inhabitants need to watch.

10, “ The Word of God teaches us to love our enemies,
and render good for evil.  Masonry will feed a brother, even
at the point of the sword, should his necessities absolutely
require it, and uniformly exhorts 1o overcome evil with
wood.

L1. * Inspiration commands us to live peaceably with all
men, and pursue our lawful avocations with diligent appli-
cation. . The masonic institution enjoins similar commands
In numerous ways.”  (p. 52.)

Our author’s parallel runs, like a school-boy’s metaphor,
on all fours quite to the end of the course.  The jade, how-
ever, flags in the race, and we will come with her immedi-
ately to the goal. = The scriptures, in a word, require a
strict obedience to the whole moral law, This law is sum-
marily nterwoven with ecery part of the masonic system,
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| What a seamless garment is that.] Such are some of the
more general principles and duties contained in the scrip-
tures of truth; the same are fundamental in the system of
Masonry.,

“It hence appears,” says Mr, Town, “that the same
system of faith, and the same practical duties, tanght by
revelation, are contained in and required by the masonic
mstitution. [, theretore, the ﬁ;rl‘smrht-jm-:.ti_'.' entitled to the
approbation of mankind, from the nature and excellence
of its principles, the latter must be. If the Christian system
cisplays the glory of the moral Governor of the universe,
and constraing to admire, and love his character, so ALso
DORS THE MAasonio |V

it 18 fairly an even heat: Sir Hudibras and his Squire
were not better matehed, than our author and Free Ma-
SONry.

“The question then, (to state it first,)
“1s: which is better, or which worst.
“BSynods, or bears? Bears [ avow
“T'o be the worst, and -=_‘|':|:|r_qu:-. thon.

“ But to make good the assertion

“ Thou say'st they really are all one.
“ If mo,notl worst; for if' th® are idem,
* Why then tenfumdsm das tontiden.

“ For it they are the same, by course,
“ Neither is better, neither woran.™

Free Masoury and the s riptures just balance each other.
If' the Bible teaches love to enemies, s0 does Free Mason-
r:l-:- ﬂ'. III.T'. ]lil'ﬂl'" III""];'FIII}'!-C rht" glt;r!. |_|t. ”:“_r Iltf_ll‘ill [J."“.l‘..'rt".”

of the world, so does Masonry} exactly so, for she will
not fall belind any thung in her pretensions, and she sticks
at nothing in her pretensions

“ There is no faith withio the land,
“ Nor charily ata’;
“ There is na’ hope within the land,
“ Where Masoury's awa’.”
Moz, Mir. and M. .J. vol. ii. . L
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Our author thus concludes the chapter under considera-
tion: *These are the genuine principles of Masonry, and
every member is solemnly bound to believe them in his
heart, and practise them in his life.” (p. 53,)

Free Masonry and Revelation are the same thing; but
how has this important fact been so long concealed from
the Missionary Society? Their labour to evangelize the
world is like the Hebrews® task of making brick without
straw. Free Masonry will do it in less time.

Enemies have risen up to deny revelation. Why should
not its particular friend, Free Masonry, be brought out to
their confusion ? O, that Paley had been, and that Chal-
mers were, of the fraternity ! Then the evidences of Chris-
tianity might, in their works, shine by the light of Free Ma-
sonry, with redoubled lustre.  And let it cheer the heart
of the philanthropist, that should Revelation, by any unto-
ward event, be lost, all that is most interesting in it, would

be preserved in the breasts of faithful Masons, and restor-
ed to the world by Free Masonry,

“ Success to all accopted Masons ;

“There is none can their honour pull down :
“ For e'er since the glorious ereation

* These brave men were held in renown,”

Chaorua,
* Then who would not be o Free Masou ;
“ So happy and jovial are we
“ To kings, dukes, and lords, wo are brothers.
* And in every lodge we are free,”
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CHAPFTER XXAL

Nhowing how 1o prove any sreat man a Free Mason ; and
hone the three Degrees are lypes of the Fall of Man.
the Deluge, and the Tast Day,

In mathematics he was greater

“ Than Tycho Brahe or Erra Pater:
“ For he by geometric seale

* Could take the sizo of pois of ale;
* Hesolve by mines and tangents strait,
“ [ bread and butter wanted weight ;
“ And wisely tell what hour o’the day
“ The clock would strike, by Algebra.”

Town's Specwlative Free Masonry, chap. 3. p. 94— An
cient Masonry, Operative and Religrous.” Chap. 6. p. 63.

S Modern Free Masonry, Speculative and Religious.”

Tuar ancient Masonry was operalive, he proves, from the
fact, that the ark, the tabernacle, and the temple, were
each built by the application of * the science of architec-

ture to operative Masonry.”  To frame an edifice requires

the application of the principles of geometry or Masonry,
Men applying the principles of operative Masonry, he
makes it clearly to appear, are Masons, although they
touch not the rule, or the plumb-line, with their own hands.
Moreover, men taught of God how to build, are, evidently.
when they build, Masons applying the directions of the
Most High to Masonry.

Excellent logic! 1 have ever entertamned great doubts
until now, whether Noah, and Moses, and even Solomon,
were Masons ; and whether Masonry was, indeed, a divine
institution * given by God to the first Masons,”* Bul

el —_— —_— e — e = pr— S—— -

Book of Constilulions. Antiguilies, No. 6. p. 15,
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now I see it clear as the mendian sun. Noah applied the
principles of architecture, under the divine direction, to the
building of the ark ; and Moses the same of the taberna-
cle, and Solomon the same of the temple, * which was
built after the similitude of the tabernacle,” 1s it not
plain, then, that these builders were Masons 7 and that Ma-
sonry, in their hands, was a divine gift 7 It is very plain:
I wonder at Masons' having made so much ditficulty about
the matter.

Our author says, (p. 58.) “ All ewilized nations admit.
that Solomon most probably was a Mason : and the fact 1=
admitted from the circumstance of his building the temple.
if, therefore, his masonic character rests on this ground, the
conclusion is irresistible. that his masonie knowledge was
divinely derived.™

How beautiful the truth! How perfectly plain, that from
the cirenmstance of building the temple, Solomon was «
Magon ; and being directed of Heaven in the work, that
his masome knowledge was divinely derived ! And, as our
author adds, * The same inference is equally true of
Moses.™

And this unveils another mystery 5 for, if building the
ark constituted Noah a Mason, the tabernacle, Moses, and
the temple, Solomon, nothing 1s lacking to prove, that most
of those men claimed by Mr. Town were, in truth, Free Ma-
sons. | could never before guess who had memory enough
tokeep the catalogue of great names in all ages belonging
to the fraternity ;* Nebuchadnezzar, Herod the Great, Ju-
lius Ceesar, &e.—but now 1 have it 5 as the building of the
temple made Solomon, so the building of Babylon made
Nebuchadnezzar ; and of many temples made Julius Cae-
sar s and the building of a splendid Greeinn temple at Je-
rusalem made Herod a Mason: and to know whether any
ancient wn were a Mason, find iwhether he applied the priy-

¢ It is well known Masonry intrusis nothing to records.  * The blue de-
FrO0. lI’ll.'l'.'l"' 15 wrtlen ‘I"{'pl"!'f'ti!:_“—f}it.r.ﬁ A I‘r]!""j:f-rrﬂ“ p 'I I
are
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ciples of geometry, which was anciently synonyrious witl
Masonry, to the erection of some buwildmg ; and i he did—
call him a Magon: and if he be a great man whose charac-
ter is songht, suppose he applied the principles of geometry
to the building a city, or temple, or fort, and call hin a Ma-
son at hazard ; the risk isnothing. In this way the memo-
ry is not burdened, at the same time a good degree of cor-
rectness 15 secured, and almost all the great men of an-
tiquity will appear to have been Free Masons, to the glory
of the nocturnal society.

Pardon, brethren, and hear My, Town, p. 63, * Modern
Musonry is not operative,” says Mr. Town, * but speculative
and religions.” To learn what is Speculative Free Masonry,
we tuen 1o chap. 7., which is headed * Speculative Free
Masonry unfolds the outlines of the history of several greal
and leading events, both in the natural and moral world.”
p. 67, = The first, both mn the order of nature and ol Lime,
was ereation, when |:H|. the voice of lIHI!li[HI[!'{H‘I". l]tl.' first
flood of light burst upon the astonished world, A manifest
allusion to this event, appears in the first degree of Masonry.
An audible voice is heard by the candidate, which is followed
by scenes new, mysterions, beautiful and sublime, [Four
acjectives to express what is better expressed by one, viz,
ndiculous, ]  Was it admisaible to enumerate the ceremo-
nies of mitiation, every person would at once discover a
manifest reference to the creation of this material world.™

[t is truly said, * all do not see alike;” and who would
have thought so sublime an event as crealion was repre-
sented by hively symbols at the first stair of Masonry! Can
one believe that a fear of betraying the secret debars our
author from pursuing the detail of the ceremonies of initi-
ation with their wonderful likeness to the events of creation !
Not at all : any thing which tells to the honour of the so-
ciety, is free to be blazoned, and every other thing must be
hid, must be the seeret,  When he had named that eudible
voice, why did he not add the fact which follows it i initi-
ation? one just as like to the bursting of the first flood of
H.r_"fil i the astonished world, as the removal of a blinder
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after a dull game of blind man’s buff on a winter’s evening.
And what weakness, to liken the removal of a bandage from
the eyes, to the creation of light and of the world! When

“ Coufusion beard his voice, nnd wild uproar
“ Stood ruled, stoad vast infinitude confined :
“Till at his sécond bidding durkness fled,
* Light shone, and order from disorder sprung.™
Par. Laost, b. iii. 710,

Such is the laughable vanity of Speculative Masonry. (p.
68.) * The next great event in the natural world,” says Mr.
T., * was the general deluge. This was a very awful ex-
hibition of the divine displeasure. "T'he whole human race,
with the exception of one family, i astonishment and dis-
may, snw the prelude to their mevitable destruction.  De-
serted by a former protecting providence, they gave them-
selves up to hopeless dea_puin "I'his melancholy event 1s, in
some circumstantial points, faintly called up to the mind in
the third masonic degree.”

[t is well our painter put the dame to lus drawing 5 * this
is an ox  for no likeness can be discovered, even when the
name is given. As I read, I feared the explanation must
lie one degree beyond any I have taken ; but lo! it is in the
sublime degree of a Master Mason ; and that sublimity,
which never before appeared, begins to shine out. Who
would have thought it; that the feeble assassination of an
inmoecent man resembles the drowning of a guilty world ?

“ Down rushed the rain
 Impetuous, and continued Gll the earth
« No more was seen ; the floating vessel swam
“ Uplifted ; and secure with beaked prow,

* Rode tilting o’er the waves.”
Paradise Lott, b. xi. 740.

T'rue, it is represented but fuintly, and in some cireum-
stamtiad points ; vet there is a resemblanee, it seems, aned
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in this, no doubt, the sharp-sighted may find the sublimmity
of the master’s degree,

“The last great event,™ says Mr. T., “ will be the closine
scene in the ;_FHHH! Ifr'iirﬂ.'l rlT- natur —-—Hri.-: “?:ii]' COnsumimni-
tion of all things, i IEnilnII}' prefigured in the sublimme de-
gree of a royal arch Mason.” (p. 70.) This the royal
arch must answer for. . It is more than the writer can do.
to see the resemblance of the two hrst named events in
the ceremaonies with which he is perfectly familiar,

(P.7L) *“In the masonic sysiem we are not only taughi
something of the history of the material world, buf num
rous facts |=|'TT umng to the moral., uhl! I are mfinite !'; more
important, Sueh is the apostacy of our first parents, (Hea
hear.) This melancholy event is expheitly brought to view
In 80 many words ; and so strikingly represented, as seldom
to fall of making deep and Insting impressions on the heart.
The wretched, and destitute, and deplorable situation of
Adam, which was the fruit of his disobedience. are affect-
ingly exhibited by the most lively masonic re presentations,”
This strain is continued throngh twao pages; and, to the
shame of a master Mason be i spoken, the writer could
have no wdea in what part of Masonry the fall of Adain is
e \.]lllilll fl lu. g0 hvely re presentations, until he read, ( {chap,

19.) “ The Jiret degree in M: asonry naturally suggests
that state of woral darkiness which becloormed our unrM.
(n the apostacy of our first eommon parcnl, not a
14 (R NIY Hl il"’ilnf Wil= I-F !I 0 JIII ihiate or cheer |.r- de 5] '.I]'i_]_.ij_.'_:_'_'
mind.”  But there it i, in the firet de oree "h!..--:i"i

“ Such 1 the very nature ol the first 4{le e, thal ever)
observing candidate ig led to view his moral hnruiit 38 find
+t--[:|ru‘:i|rh SR EJ_'L nature :"' and !n-r«.-!-._t.' it appears that the

"‘i!;q-iirn can easily do U.El:.‘ our ol gV somciimes F]J'IIH. dith-

"HII; l’f'fﬂ'f the rJIIIJ.'r'f"f'f'flﬂ:_" |'.-.l'”.f.ir.l'lr.‘|f.a' [0 X ,rr_- 1] _Jﬂ,.-,nli Juf'.'uu.l'.
ness and deploreble state by nature,
* In addition to these useful lessons,™ savs Mr. T., (p.71.)

“20 offen repented, and religiousty  enforeed within every




THE DELUGE, AND THE LAST DIAY. (HA

regular lodge, the evidence of the Holy Trunty weets onr
view on every side,  The lodge is emphatically supported
by three grand pillars 3 the principal officers are three,”
and so m eleven other enumerated cases, hesides *in a
great variety of mstances, which may not be mentioned,
the number three occurs, and as often remineds us there are
three that bear record in' heaven, &, How wonderful,”
says Mr. T, *is this systemn, whence moral and religious
mstructions are drawn from every object and every rela-
tion P'™*

If Mr. Town wrote on his own responsibility, the world
would, as a jury issometimes induced to do, bring in a cha-
ritable verdict of insanity, and acquit him.  But it is in vain
to treat all his sponsors in this charitable manner. They
must be answered ; and let it be done as directed by the
wisest man, aceording to their folly. T prove the same doc-
trine, then, by much more significunt emblems, the three
areat ocenns, the three principal mountains, the three sides
of a triangle, the three largest rivers, the three deepest
lakes, &e. &e. 1 too many emblems to be enumerated.

To be serious a moment; a young man, in this day of
doetrinal distraction, might almost hope, in so flattering an
mstitution as Masonry, to find some help to come at the
truth. But he that enters a lodge prompted by the desire
of knowledge, will gain it profitably in one point alone, hu-
man infirmity ; the reader may add, human folly.

%4 Boour three lights-show tous the three groal stages of Masenry, the
knuwln-dgu and the worslup of the God of nature in the parity of Eden—
the sorvice under the Mosaic law—and the Christian revelation ; or, other-
wise, our lights are typical of the FHoly Trinity."—Hufchinsn's Spirct of
Masenry, p. 1.

Turks, Arabs, Chinese, and Savages, and possibly, also, the Jews, would
light the lodge differently, so asto correspond with their views of the Deity,
« Masons meet zs members of the same family ; all prejudices, therefore.
on account of roligion, country, &c. are removed."—FPreston, p. 271,
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“ Deccaved, they fondly thinking to allay
“ Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit,
“ Chew bitler ashes.”™—Par. Losi, b. x. 564.

And what would a Mason that 15 a Jew, or Mahowme-
dan, or heathen, say to our author’s emblems, and to the
masonic spint of those who commend the doctrines of the
Bible to the masonic fraternity 7 They would laugh at the
one, and scofl at the other. Notwithstanding all this pa-
rade of the emblems ol masonry, to show forth the crea-
tion, the apostacy, the deluge, redemption, the Trmity,
&e. de., Masonry has actually no concern with these sub-
iects, nor with any thing like them. The pretence that she
has, i8 like that set forth for her by the Monmtor, and Chart,
and Constitutions, in relation to the sciences, hollow as the

Orave,

CHAPTER XXXIL

Showing the Heavenly (Mrder ":"-r the Masone Degrees,
which are, and are not Degrees ; also, that ancient Freq
Masonry, and ancient Christiamty, are one ; with a con-
cige method of proving by Free Masonry that a Heatheu
iz @t Christian.

“ Though envious mortals vainly try
“ On us to cast absurdity,
“ We laugh at all their spleen.”

Ahaman Rezon, p. 165

O author, in lus eighth chapter, gives a most amusing
deseription of the * moral improvement derived from the

order and sugeession of the masonic degrees,.™
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“ Not only are the several masonie lectures replete,” says
Mr. T.. “ with moral and religious instructions, but their
very order is a source of improvement. 'The first degree in
Masonry naturally suggests the state of moral darkness
consequent upon the fall of Adam. The second degree is
emblematical of a state of inprovement and trial. [This
18 the degree in which the seven liberal arts and sciences are
taught.] Having diligently persevered m the use of means,
the third degree prefigures the life of the good man in his
pilgrimage state. (p. 77.) Advancing to the fourth de-
gree, he is greatly encouraged to persevere in the ways of
well doing even to the end; having a sank [the same that
was onthe golden trinngle of glorious memory] which no
man knows save him that receivesit, (p.78.) Hence opens
the fifth degree, where [mirabile dictu!] he discovers his
election to, and his glorified station in, the kingdom of his
Father. (p.79.) Next the sixth degree is conferred, in
which the riches of Divine grace are opened in boundless
prospect. (p. 79.) In the seventh degree, the good man [ter
quater que beatus] is truly filled with heartfelt gratitude.
(p.80.) In the eighth he beholds, that all the heavenly so-
journers will be admitted within the veil of God’s presence,
where they will become kings and priests before the throne
of his glory for ever. (p.BL.) [Inlingua Latina, fient reges et
sacerdotes apud solium glorie in acternum. ] Hence, in ad-
vaneing to the ineffable degrees, the pious heart is filled with
joy. Here is viewed the consummation of the great plan
of human redemption, where every saint will be filled with
the fulness of God for ever and ever.” (pp. 81, 82.)

« () fortunati nimiim, sua si bona nérunt,”
Masones 2 Georgic, 450,

~ Af mmh uselul 'inslmctiﬁn.“- suys Mr. T., * may be
drawn from the order of the degrees, how great must it be
from the system itself!

oA
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“ Here wisdom her standard displays,
“ Here nobly the sciences shine ;
* Here the tomple's vast colamn we raise,
“ And finish a work that's divine.
* Nlumned from the east with pore light,
“ Here arts do their blessings bestow,
* And ali perfeet, all parfect, unfold to the sight.
' What none but ¢ Mason can know.— Presion.

Chup.9. * Auncient Masonry, Ancicat Christianity,” p. 53.

Let our author explain for himself. “ When we speak of
Masonry anterior to the building of Solomen’s temple, we
wish to be understood as speaking of principles, geometrical,
moral, religious, and sacred. In this view, we shall attempt
to show, that ancient Masonry comprised what may, with
much propriety, be termed ancient Christianity.”

Again, having spoken of Noah’ ark, built by Masonry.
under the divine superintendence, as a type of salvation, he
adds ; “ It hence appears, that ancient geometry or Mason-
ty, in relation to the ark, did involve many religious truths.
Just as far, therefore, as the mind was led, through this
medium, to contemplate the divine plan in the economy of
redemption, just so far Ancient Masonry [or geometry] in-
volved ancient Christianity.” [p. 85.]

P. 86. “ A knowledge, belief, and due reverence of the
divine Worp, constitutes the very essence of all true religion,
whether ancient or modern. St John begins his gospels,
by saying, “ n the beginmng was the Worp, and the Wonp
was with God, and the Worp was God. This Worp, how-
ever mysterious it may appear to the world; has been un-
derstood and held sacred by the masonic order. from time
immemorial.”

This is singularly edifying to masomic brethren of Jewish
and Turkish families. Each may learn, to his great surprise,
that he well understands and regards as sacred, the name
of our blessed Saviour, without the sacrifice of one grain of
his affection for the Mosaic ritual, or the false prophet.

. 89, “This same Wonrp is, that by which Masons
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wvery country do now recognise each other, as having bee
advanced to the more sublime degrees ; and, as every fun.
damental principle of our holy religion emanates from and
centres in Him, who is the brightness of the Father’s glory,
and express image of his person; just as anciently as the
reverential use of this name can be traced in our institution,
just so long it must appear, that ancient Masonry was in a
very important sense, ancient Christianity.”  (p. 90,)

Very clearly proved ! And now, in five minutes, we can
rell whether Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian, was a Chris-
tian? First, he was unquestionably a famous king, and,
therefore, a- Mason.” Secondly. All Masons know and
reverence the Logos of St. John's Gospel, and, therefore,
are Christians. 'Thirdly. Nebuchadnezzar was a Mason,
and, Iherefﬂre, Nebuchadnezzar was a Christian, (Vide
Dan. ch., iii.) Al wh:rh is so plain as to need no farther
illustration.

In conclugion of the chapter, (p. 92.,) Mr. Town says, “ It
18, therefore, thought, from the hints which have been sug-
gested, every brother may obtain satisfactory evidence in
his own mind as to the truth of our first proposition, that
ancient Masonry, in this sense of the term, was ancient
Christianity,” Then ancient Masonry is ancient Christian-
ity 5 that is certain, for Mr. Town is sanctioned by the
grand chapter, and avowedly writes as a lover of truth
solely.

I am glad to meet, in Mr. Town's book, with mai-
ter in relation to Masonry, which bears the marks of
good sense. In chap. 10. p. 94, he says, * that the
moralizing (moral?) principles of our institution were

“ If not formally initiated, no doubt he applied the principles of geome-
iry, or Masonry, to the erection of some house or temple, which fairly enti-
tles him to his place in the roll of the fraternity.—Fide Hardie's Monitor :
Chron. Table, p. 21,
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co-existent with true religion, there can be no donbt ; yet,
with no semblance of propnety, can we hence date Ma-
sonry under its systematized form. The matenals of an
excellent edifice may all exist, either in a wrought or un-
wrought state, yet with no propriety can we speak of the
existence ol that edifice, until those materials are colleeted,
and duly put together. Hence, it is evident, if from our
moralizing principles we date the origin of Masonry, we
must fix its era co-existent with the Almighty ; but that the
society existed i its organized state previous to the reign
of Solomon, King of lsrael, to me appears highly improba-
ble;” and he thinks we may safely date ancient Masonry,
as a regular mstitution, from the reign of Solomon, that
“ 18, the year one thousand and twelve before the birth of
Chnst.” A, D. 1827, then, is not the year of Masonry
5827 ; but, by this reckoning, 2839 :—3000 years off, makes
a trifling difference, much to Mr. Town's predit.




FREE MASONRY. A5

'HAPTER XXXIII.

Contamning a last of Masonic Worthies, :z-:'lﬁ a way to
prove any learned man a Free Mason : also, the Essen-
tals of Free Masonry.

“ Hail! all hail ! my brethren dear,
“ All hailto ye alway ;

“ Regard the art while ye have life,
“ Revere it every day.”

: Ahiman Reson, p. 165.

Ir would be insupportably tedious to follow our author to
the end of his treatise; but while he entertains his readers
with an account of the ancient patrons of Masonry.
“ Enoch, whom all Masons believe to have been in a spe-
cial manner acquainted with those principles of geometry.
whence in process of time the masonic institution arose ;"
and * Abraham, who became a distinguished instructer of the
principles of Chrnstianity, and the art of Geometry or Ma-
sonry :” it will be pleasant to collect the great names in a
catalogue, graced with an oeccasional remark from the
Girand Chaplain.

¢ Seth,

Enoch.

Noah,

Abraham,

Melchizedeck, “ whom Masonry recognises as onc
of her most venerable patrons " and Joseph, the son of
Jacob, (p. 123.) “ who was skilled in Egyptian science, and
eminent as a man of wisdom. No reasonable doubt, there-
fore,” says Mr. T., “can be emtertained of his masonic
knowledge, according to its primitive acceptation.””

It has often been a query, whether Confucius, the great
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Chinese philosopher, was a Free Mason, but 1 am enabled
most satisfactonly to answer it, in the manner recommend-
ed by the grand chaplain and the grand chapter, substitu-
ting Confucius for Joseph, and Chinese in the room of
Egyptian. * Confucius was skilled in Chinese science, and
eminent as & man of wisdom ; no reasonable doubt, there-
fore, can be entertained of his masonic knowledge, accord-
ing to its pnniitive acceptation.” Wonderful! Who will
refuse to sing :

“ Hail, mysterious! glorious science !
“ Which to discord bids defiance,” &ec.

But to continue the catalogue—* Moses, Joshua, and Da-
vid,” which last many considerations induce us to believe,
“was one of our ancient brethren ; a friend and patron of
masonie prineiples.” (p. 126.)

“ Jonathan, Solomon, Zerubbabel, (p. 127.) Joshua the
IHigh Priest, Ezra, Haggai, Zoroaster, (p. 133.) Simoni-
des, Socrates, (p. 134.) Anaxagoras, lamblicus, Xopper.
(p. 137.) Anaxarchus, and * the great heathen king, Zopho-
let,” (p. 137.) who, no doubt, was a genuine Christian.
as every Mason ought to be; but it is Free Masonry alone
which can reconcile a Christian to the title bestowed by the
grand chaplain on this king Zopholet, viz. “ the great hen-
then” '

“ Thales, Plato, Eusebius, Aratus, (p. 138.) Origen, (p.
139.) Justin Martyr, (p. 144.) and Clemens, (p. 139.) Jew,
Christipn, and Pagan, all agreeing in essentials in this mo-
ral and religious institution, as will next be made to appear.
from Mr. Town’s Speculative Free Masonry.

We may also give a moment’s attention to * the unity of
M agons,” and consider how they * all agree in essentials.”
“In the churches of the blessed Immanuel, differences.”
says Mr. T, “ unessential in their nature, have crept in, and
by degrees rent asunder those strong cords of union whieh
should have bound them together, as heirs to the same in.
crit anee.  Agit regpects the maso nie institution, disunion
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15w stranger ; the unity and fellowship of the great body
has never been broken.”

Now she assumes the mistress; Christianity is down
I'ree Masonry is more- than a mateh for discord.—Had sh
ever any settled principles to divide upon? ever a consis-
tent body to break? Whether men, her votanes, worship
three millions of gods, with the Hindoos ; or the family of
Saturn, with the Grecks ; or the only living and true God,
with the patriarchs ; is it not all one to Free Masonry?
What can they divide upon?

“ Where there is no good
* For which to strive, no strife can grow up there
* ¥From faction.”"—Mil Par. Losl, b. ii.

Free Masonry is any thing fo suit her entertainers; a shame-
less harlot, that vaunts, forsooth, her love to Immanuel, in
this Chnistian land, and, at the same moment, on the shores
of the Mediterranean, is courting the Musselmen with false
cries of *“ Allak illa Allak! Mohammed resoul Allah.”*
She, throngh her votaries, supplies the wants of the widow-
ed parent in this Christian land, and in Hindostan rears the
funeral pile to consume the living parent with the dead!

Oh what an one is Free Masonry, to boast the unanimity
of her members “ in all holy essentials I The essentials
of Free Masonry! These are, with Symmes’ theory of
concentric spheres, in the brain of the believer ; they have
no existence in mature, “ Do you fall into the merciless
hands of the Turks ! says Mr. T, * the shackles of slave-

| ry are broken from your hands through the interposition of
| a brother, Even the bloody flag of a pirate is changed for
the olive branch of peace by the mysterious token of a
Mason.™ (p. 160.) Pirates with their bloody flags, merci-
less Turks, cruel savages, haughty Jews, and meek Chris-

" The Lord iz God, Mahomet is his prophet.

L& . _
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tians, all agree in the essentials of Free Masonry! A mos!
lovely institution !

P. 176, “ Itis a sacred truth, and weighty as eternity, that
the present and everlasting well bemnz of mankind 1s solely
intended ; and, if we may safely infer the future from the
past, a happy masonie millenial penod will soon commence,
to the inexpressible joy of all the inhabitants of the earth.
[O, for a nobler speech than English use. “ Commo-
rabitur lupus cum agno—et leo sicut bos commedet stra-
men.”'] Why should such an opinion bé considered hypo-
thetical ? why rejected as altogether improbable? The
analogy between Speculative Free Masonry and Christian.
iy, is not partial, but complete. ' It is not imagmary, but
real,” '

Our author is in his senses, and Masons are not enough
in a passion with his shameless absurdities. * I hope they
will bear the exposure of this extravagance with the same
equanimity. (p. 178.) It is believed a glorious millenial
period will soon be experienced in the church, and this
belief is founded on Divine testimony. Inview, therefore,
of the foregoing comparisons, [omitted hEl"E.] have we
not the same reasons to believe an era similar in some
respects, will soon commence in the masome world !

I do not intend to be unjust to Free Masonry ; to quote
to her prejudice the conduct or remarks of single individuals,
however exalted in rank, or ennobled by virtue, or degraded
by vice. But for the treatises published by her ablest advo-
cates, and officially sanctioned by her highest authonties,
Free Masonry 1s responsible.

Nor am I unjust to Mr. Town and his masonic sponsors,
m the quotations taken from his Speculative Masonry. |
have given his thoughts in the order and words which he
himself has used, and that too with a generous hand. It
has been my wish to place as much as possible of the Grand
Chaplain’s text ‘before my readers, and to leave every on¢
to make hig own comments.  Hear him. (p. 140.)
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*In relation to modern Speculative Free Masonry,” says
Mr. T, “ it is abundantly evident to the world, that the
great doctrines of morality and religion, [Judaism, Islamism,
Paganism, and Christianity,] are summarily comprised in
the lectures; and taught in the lodges. In travelling back
to the remote ages of antiquity, no period can be found
when masonic customs, ceremonies, and tenets, were not in
substance the same as at present.”

N. B. Free Masonry is a summary of * the great doctrines
of ‘morality and religion ;” and its *tenets,” or essential
doctrines, have ever been the same. Tlhese are said to have
been cordially embraced by men commonly believed to be
of very different tenets; e, g. Herod the Great and John
the Evangelist, Nebuchadnezzar and Julius Caesar, “ the
great heathen king Zopholet,” and the humble follower of
the cross.  But hear our author's conclusion,

“ I, therefore, no characteristic change for many hundred
vears can be proved, why may it not be true, that those
fundumental and characteristic principles did actually ori-
ginate in the earliest periods of time

“Then call from East to West the world :—
“The mystic banmers are unlurled !

* And, O, departed Ancients, soo

* From heaven, and bless our jubiles ™

“ When all the world shiall Masons be,
“ And live and love in jubiles,™

I'vom premises enabling our author to infer the early
origin of masonic principles, it may be inferred, that Free
Masonry has no principles at all; but she has one, viz.: to
glonly herself at any expense, enrolling the great and good
men of all ages under her banner, whether they will or not ;
and pretending to a most cordial intimacy with Chnistianity
and Judaism, with Mahomet, and Juba, and Jupiter ; and to
an influence, too, capable of reconciling these several sys-
temns and characters, and of making them, n her lovely
self, absolutelv one. both n tenets and prineiples ! F

S
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Venly, the Grand Chapter must think

“ The world is naturally averse

“To all the truth it sees or hears,

* But swallows nonsense, and (O ! fie !
* With greediness and gluttony.”

CHAPTER XXXIV,

* The mudness of Den Quixolle here soars to the highest piteh of extra-
vagance that can be imagined,and even by two bow shots, at least, exceeds
all eredit and conception.”

Chap. 13. p. 147. * Masonic Word, or Divine Logos:
kow transmitted.”

I fear the reader will think too much time has been al-
ready devoted to our author . but remembering how [ became
acquainted with this treatise, I cannot lightly pass it by,

A reverend and respected friend, who has taken more de-
grees in Masonry than | can repeat without a prompter,
hearing some objections made to the great institution, in*the
first place, advised to advance higher for my own satisfac-
tion ; and when that advice was replied to, he recommended
the perusal of this work, “Town's Speculative Masonry,”
and kindly put me in a way to procureit. Justice requires
a therough examination of the work ; and seeing the appro-
bation with which it was first heard by the grand chapter,
and the kind reception with which it has since met from the
multitude of the fraternity, into whose hands it has fallen.
the reader may be assured, that it has a very high masonic
reputation, and deserves every possible attention.*

s

" A second edition, in 1022, was added to the 4.500 copies subseribed for
in the first edition.
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The novelty and importance of this head of the work,
gravely put forth by the Grand Chaplain, and unanimously
approved by the Grand Chapter, will demand copious ex-
tracts ; and these will, at least, show the genius of Ma-
sonry ; though copied as published, “not for its elegance
ol composition, but for tuth.,” (Pref. to Town's Spec.
Free Mas.)

“ By tracing masonic customs, and comparing certain
ceremonies n the economy of the institution,” says Mr. T.,
“ there appears to be an existing fact, indicative not only of
the antiquity, but high object of ancient Masonry. From
this fact it appears, that ancient Masons were in possession
of the appropriate name of the promised Messias, termed
in the New Testament, the Losos or Worp. The know-
ledge of this Wonp was an object of great moment, and
sought with all diligence by members of the institution.

|' This divine Wonp has, in every age of the world, been
held sacred, and faithfully transmitted from one to another
in ancient form, to the present day.™ (p. 147.) Doubted.

“ Quoth Masoniry, it is no part

» Of prudence, to cry down an art,

“ And what it may perform, deny,

% Because you understand not why.”

Let Mr. Town proceed with “the arte of wunder-wur-
k}r“_.geiﬂ

(P. 150.) *“Previous to the regular organization of the
masonic mstitution, aknowledge of this name might have
constituted that mark of distinction amongst our ancient.
brethren, by which they did recognise and fellowship each
other. To the world this may appear hypothetical, but to
well informed brethren, who are sufficiently advanced, there
can be scarcely a doubt of its correctness.

“That a knowledge of the divine Locos, or Wornp,

should have been the object of so much religious research,
from time immemonal. adds not a little to the honour of

N s
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Speculauve Free Masonry, The same Worp which breath-
ed the spirit of life into Adam, and which appeared in the
flesh for the salvation of man, has been pecubiar to the
masonic instilution, smee its organization by Solomon, and
probably to the patrons of masonic principles [or the prin-
ciples of geometry] since the days of Enoch.”* (p. 151.)

(P. 152.) *“ From the whole masonic economy, it ap-
pears that one great point in that dispensation was, to at-
tain and preserve the true knowledge of the Mys—TER—1gs
of this Worp. [How like you that, Jew?] The fact now
existing amongst all Masons, however remote in country, T
strong presumptive evidence, that the same hath been from
ancient times.”  His highness at Trinchinipolly, * Omditul
Omrah Bahander, eldest son of the nabob of the Carna-
tie,™ 18 said to be a Mason, and therefore has, or as a Ma-
son might have, a true knowledge of the mysteries of the
Divine Logos ! This is Free Masonry,

(P 154.) * Adam,” says Mr. T., “ must be supposed to
commumeate the name ol his Creator, which St. John
calls the Logos, in some ntelligible manner to s posteri-
ty, and they to theirs, down to the time of Noah. Noah
and his sons, who repeopled the earth, would be inclined
to adopt the same course, not only in preserving the name

P —— o = — . —

* Thiz boast is not unpopular with a certain class of the fraternity, and
is fully sot forth in the following lines :

“ Before the Etornal Masier
“ Lat avery morial bow ;
“From hearts his mercies feeling.,
“ Lot grateful incense flow.

Chorus. * Here his holy name we know ;
“ And here his holy name we know ;

“ We bnme,

“ e ko,

* And his holy name we know."”

T Max. Mir. anid Mech Intellirencer. vol, ii. P ol
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isell, [from their wives,* ] but even the manner of pronoun-
cingit.  Inthis way both might have been transmitted with
little or no vanation, through Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and
the Jewish priests, till the days of Solomon. That lan-
guage may haw: varied during this period, can be no ob-
jection.  Sinee the time of Solomon, however, we have no
doubt but the very same Wonp, with the manner of pro-
nunciation, has been religiously observed in the masonic
nstitution in every age and country to the present day.”

“ For mystic learning, wondrous able,
 [n magic, talisman, and cabal ;

“ Whose primilive tradition reaches

“ As far as Adam’s first green breeches. ™

Fixactly so.

“ If, therefore, the above be correet, we may plainly dis-
cover why Speculative Free Masonry involves so many
principles which are fundamental in the Christian system.
As the Wonp, in the first verse of 8t. John, constitutes the
foundation, the subject matter, end the great ultimate end
of the Christian economy, so does the same Worp, in all
its relations to man., time, and eternit ¥, constitute the very
spirit and essence of Speculative Free Masonry.” So ends
the chapter.

Now, lest the reader should suspect that Mr, Town never
delivered this chapter of his work in the presence of the
grand chapter. but put it in his printed work on his own re-

= - e —) e

* This faet is introduced by a masonic poet into the following wretched
lines : lines worthy of the Tyler's office on this sceasion.

“In the deluge, where mortals lost their lives,

“ God saved four worthy Masons and their wives :

“ And in the ark great Noah a lodge did bold,

* Shem and Japheth his wardens we are tald :

* And Ham, as tyler, ordercd to secure

“ From all their wives the secrot door."—.4. Beson, p. 172,
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sponsibility, and without the hlllauhﬂ]gr of lus sponsors,
(which supposition, charitable as it would be to Masonry,
cannot be correct,) | will copy similar sentiments re-
specting the masomec word, scattered through different
parts of his volume, (p. 121.) Speaking of Melchisedeck
and the Jewish order of priesthood, from Aaron to the
Messiah, he says, “ All pointed to the eternal priesthood of
the Son of God, who, by his own blood. made atonement
lor sin, and consecrated the way to the Holy of Holies,
This constitutes the great and witimate point of masowic re-
search.”  "T'he zemith and the nadir are not more diverse,
than our auther’s assertion, and the truth,

Again, p. 130,, speaking of the wise men who came
from the east to mquire for the babe of Bethlehem, he
says, “ One thing is evident, that they were favoured witl
Divine communications, and probably understood the name
of the Logos or Wonp, with its divine essence and offices,
No doubt they received, and embraced in their hearts, the
true LiauT, and were enabled to walk therein,”

(. 138.) “ Plato often used the term Logos, or divine
woiD, m a very significant point of light. [This proof he
adduces to show that Plato wasa Free Mason !] Whether
Plato rightly understood its appropriate meaning, or not, we
cannot certwinly determine.”  (p. 152))

* The great scheme ol redemption began to be published
to our first parents immediately after their apostacy. Early
was the first promise made of a Saviour, even that divine
Wonp which ercated all things.” Here was laid that deep
foundation on which the whole snperstructure of the gﬂ!-i[ll‘l
dispensation was erccted. The same precious promige is
the great corner stone in the edifice of Speeulative Free

Masonry.”* (p. 171.)

* In commomorntion of this great promise to the fuithful, we ornament
the entrance into our lodges with three emblematienl pillars ; from our
kn”"-""!"-‘lil:" ol the complolion of that sacred Word. in the coming of our Re-
deomer.— Fuieh. Spireil of Masonry.,
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To conclude with a short extract from our author’s ad-
dress to lodges and chaptors :

* Brethren and companions, in the foregoing pages you
have scen some of the outlines of the great body of the
masonie system,  Search deep into those hidden mysteries
to which your profession leads, Raise your admiring views,
and look abroad into the vast fields of masonie research.
You may view the collective excellencies of the whole moral
system, summariy comprised in the body of Speculative
Free Masonry.” (p.205,)

Such s modern Free Masonry, according to Mr. Town,
and the grand chapter, and the grand officers.  Suchis the
waork eertified by the grand chapter to be “ a most valua-
ble production on Speculative Free Masonry,” and which
the grand officers say, * we do most cordially recommend
as a most valuable produetion, and, in our opimion, calcu-
lated to advanee the general interests of the masonic insti-
tution, und open a field for individual improvement in ma-
sonic knowledge, wore than any wonk which, to our know-
ledge, has appeared before the public.™ Excellent! And
all this under their own sign manual,

The Past Deputy Grand High Priest, the Most Excellent
Z. R. 8. of G, goes still farther., * [ have examined Com-
pamon Salem Town’s Addresses to the Grand Chapter
of New-York, and for extent of masonic research, correct-
aess of masonie prmﬁylw, and fervency ol piety, | ¢ l'llll:ﬂldEr
them vyequaLLED.”

Reader, what think you of Speculative Free Masonry !
—Vaox et pretera nihil ?—

“ In hoe est hoax, cum rekes ol protances,
“ FL blindem, boastem, foolemyue the Jolkees,
“Feo! faw! fum I"™—Salmuagund.

u

P. 5. To pass, without further notice, thirty puges of
My, Town's book, entitled, “ Evidences that Masonry has
been the meditun through which the Pentateuch, or five
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books of Moses, have been preserved to the world,” cannot
proceed from any disposition to neglect Mr. Town, or his
unequalled effort. The fact is, our author has not been
thoroughly taught in his logic ; does not know how to rea-
son closely ; 8 easily imposed upon; tells a story about
the land of Canaan, the ark, and the law of Moses, before

he comes to the matter in hand ; and having come to that,

what are his strong arguments ? uh} one E"]H!{} fact—that.

an assumed fact, and a fact which, if granted, proves no-
thing in the premises ; viz. “ that they (the five books of
Moses) were thoroughly concealed by Josiah, or by others,
at some time previous to the destruction of Jerusalem, and
afterwards discovered and brought to light.” (p. 222.) He
does afterwards say, the hiding and finding was performed
by Masons, and in proof brings that veritable witness, ma-
some tradition, who is well known to consider,

“ That us best tempered blades are found,

“ Before they break, to bend quite round,

“ o truest oaths are sUll most toagh,

* Which, though they bow, are breaking proof.”

No judge would allow the testimony of such a witness to
g0 to the jury in an action of petty trespass,

Our author is truly a man of pure intentions : his errors
are not of the heart, but of education and understand-
mg. (rovernors and kmgs have taken an interest in
Free Masonry for the accomplishment of their personal
schemes; and he, in common with others. has thonght
it was for the intrinsic value of the institution! Not find-
ing that expected value in any particular mystery, or in
any new developement of science, or in any other thing ;
and still supposing intrinsic value must be there to engage
the attention of the philosopher and prince, he simply sup-
poses i to be n the religious and moral nature of the insti-

tution ; not eonsidering that the mstriution, which alike em-
braces men of all religions, must itself be totally destitute
of a religious nature, and that. being destitute of fixed reh-
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gious principles, it has no good foundation for its maral
character; that as it participates with equal freedom in the
religion of the Hindoos, Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians, so
must it in the morals of the Turk, pirate, and Christian. I
take my leave of him without unkindness, and of his highly

approbated addresses without regret.

———

CHAPTER XXXV.

Containing a Plan for the great extension of Free Mason-
ry in all Heathen Countries, in the manner of the Grand

Chapter.

 Masonry excludes all distinetions of religion, as well asof rank. The
Episcopulian, the Presbyterian, the Methodist, the Baptist, the Catholic,
the Hebrew, and the Turk, may lere sit together in peace and harmony.™
—New Monufor, p. 111

Masonny, claiming to have taught mankind the arts, and
among them, like Saul among the prophets, religion, we
have been for some time observing in what manner she has
performed this part of her duty. The grand chaplain and
the grand officers of the grand chapter of New-York,
have, under their own several signatures, held forth in a ve-
ry singular strain: one that outstrips admiration, and de-
fies satire ; and is, moreover, utterly hostile to the text at
the head of this chapter, and, also, to the generally receiy-
ed maxuns of the order.

Whether the Jewish, Turkish, and Chinese Masons will

28




218 FREE MASONRY AND NATURAL RELIGLOX.

call the grand chaplain and his coadjutors to account for
the seandal the grand chaplain’s book has brought upon the
charitable character of the institution, is extremely doubt-
ful ; since ten years have elapsed, and no stir has been
made ; and, mdeed, they have no right to interfere with the
grand chaplain’s religion—that would be a breach of ma-
sonic charity : the only remedy they have, is, each nation
to put out a treatise of its own, prr;ving that Free Masonry
has, through all [Turkey] “the same co-eternal and ansha-
ken foundation, contains and inculcates, in substanee, the
same truths, and proposes the same ultimate end, as the
doctrme of [the Koran] taught by divine inspiration.”
(Town's Spee. Free Masonry, p. 13.)

N. B. SBubstitute Shaster for Koran, among the Brah-
mins, and for every other people, its peculiar name for the
Palla-pala ; stoutly nssert in every copy, that * Free Ma-
sonry embraces, in body and substance, the whole duty of
man as a moral bemng.” (Town, p. 23.) Say,“ Here we
view the coincidence of principle and design between the

* scheme and speculative Free Masonry, with that
pleasing admiration which satisfies inquiry, and clearly
proves our system based on the rock of ages. Such arc
the deep mysteries of the divine ( . in whom all the
(ullness of the ( ) dwells bodily ™ (Town, p. 24.) and
after pursuing this line of declamation until out of wind® or
to the number of forty distinet points of divine original,
conclude by observing : © Such are a few of those nume-
rous excellencies found in the system of speculative Free
Masonry. On these are indelibly fixed the seals of impe-
nshable worth. If such, indeed, were not the facts, no man
of sense and mdependence of mind, could in any shape
become attached to the institution. If all were a mere
specious form, a shadow without substance, a name with-

i = = i = =

e

* Mr, Town says, Christian : every people will fill up the blanks with
the name approprinte 1o their own,




FREE MASOXRY AND NATURAL RELIGIOXN, ]

out meaming, the tstitution would meet with btile else
than sovereign contempt " (Town, p. 26.) and no doubt
it would take with the people ; the lodges would be greatly
increased in all the earth, and the amiable and accommo-
dating spirit of Free Masonry would be charmingly, clearly
illustrated,

And,now, every nation sing to their own divinities, Turk.
Chinese, Brahmin, and Savage :

* From heaven since such blossings How,
“ Lot every Mason, while below,

“ (hr noble. science hore improve ;

“ "Pwill raise his soul to realms above,

“ And make kislodge a lodge of love."”

[t would be very appropriate, to issue for the use of the
craft, one edition of such work in the universal language,
suitable for the different religions of the world. The grand
chapluin and his chapter are of the Christian persuasion,
since they connect Free Masonry only with Christianity in
their eulogiums, and show at full length the coincidence of
the eraft and divine revelation. I am not acquainted with
Chinese or Arabic, else I would make an effort to find a
parallel in the manner of Mr, Town, between their reli-
gious schemes, and Free Masonry, But every reader can
imagine the character of such a parallel, from a perusal of
Mr. Town's, and a moment’s reflection upon the follow-
ing statement :

“ When the lodge is closed, each deparis untainted by
the other ; the Jew to his synagogue, the Malhometan to his
mosque, and the Christian to his church, as fully impressed
ns ever, with the divine origin and rectitude of his own
faith, from the principles of which he has never for one
moment deviated, either in thought or deed.” (New Mon:-
tor, p. 110.)

And this must be the reason why masonic prayers are,
not one in six, lified up in the name of the Lord of Glo-
ry: some foe to Christianity might be presént, and be
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wounded in his feelings, or be tainted in his prineiples.
Besides, * as Masons, we belong to the oldest Catholie re-
ligmon = (Ahiman Rezon, p. 30.) and as this is more an-
cient than the Christian era, there 1s a natural propriety in
preserving independence.  * Qurs is the true religion,” says
a Mahommedan, * and Abraham was a true believer : he
was neither Jew, Chnstian, nor Idolator. But what ren-
ders our religion more especially holy and admirable, is its
being the only one which makes alms-giving an essential
i|1IT_'I+'." This 1s also ITH* hoast nr Free ?i'IFLFf'lnr].'.

“ The dunce, he imagines that seience and art
“ Depend on some compact or magical part;
“Thus men are so stupid, to think that the caunse
“(f our constitution’s againgt diving laws,
* Ench profession and clase of mankind must agree,
“ That Musons are jovial, religious, and free,

* Religiows and free”

Ahiman Reson,

“The Clinese, the Algenne, the Persian, the native of
Indostan, the Turk, and the Jew, may, under the masonic
banner, associate in love with their Christian brethren, and
participate of all the benefits of the nstitution.” (Mas.
Mir. and M. L. p. 273.) 'T'hey could not associate in love,
if the Lord Jesus were named by any in adoration ;'so,
for the sake of peace, this name is altogether omitted,

Truly “mutual toleration m religious opinions, is one
of the most distinguishing and valuable characteristics of
the craft;” (Preston, 29.) and Mr. Town has erred in say-
ing, “ if we would add universal celebrity to our institution,
the world must be convinced, that the foundation is laid in
evangelieal truth.” (T'own, 14.) That would be the very
way to shut the Turks and Arabs out; to confine the glo-
rious craft to the narrow limits of Christian nations.

“I honestly recommend,” says Ahiman Rezon, (p. 22.)
*regular lodges, as the only seminaries, where men, in the
most pleasant and clearest manner, may hear, understand,
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and leara thew u"my to God, and also to thetr neizhbours,
el where men of all prrr.-‘:.lm.-simm may wnite."

* What churches have such able pastors,

* And precious, powerfuly, preachiog masters
W Possessold of absolute dominion,

“ From th' ensmy of all religion,”

“Uall that is good and amiable, i all that s useful to
mankind or society; be deserving a wise man’s attention,
Masonry claims it in the highest degree.”™ (Smith, 268.)
“ Whatever the great Architect of the world hath dictated
to mankind, as the mode in which he would be served, and
the path in which he is to tread, to obtain his approbation ;
whatever precepts he has administered, and with whatever
laws he hath inspired the sages of old, the same are faithfully
comprised in the book of constitutions.” (Smith, 324.)
Let him who believes it, purchase the book ; but there is no
need 3 hear Mr, Smith onee more, p. 330, Masons put on
white raiment as a type of innocence,  “ The Druids were
apparelled in white at the time of their sacrifices, The
Esyptian priests of Osiris, wore snow white cotton. The
irecian, and most other priests, wore white garments ; as
Hasons, we regard the principles of those who were the first
waorshippers of the true God, and tmitate their apparel.”

Put these extracts of Smith together, and they fairly
prove, that * Glorious Masonry™ comprises all divine inspi-
ration in s Book of Constitutions ; and at the same time,
inculcates the principles of the Druids, Egyptians, and
Girecks, with perfect harmony.

“ Pray make no mistake,
“ Bat true your joints break,” &e.
Or rather:
» Soblime are our maxims, eur plan from abore,
“ As the creation antique, and cemented by love.
“ No discord, no faction, our lodge shall divide ;
“ Here fruth, love, and friun:lnlli]l. must alwavs abide,”

Afimean Rezon.,
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CHAPTER XXXVI.

= Aunong the fuithless, fuithful only he.
Nor number, nor example with him w roug it
* To swerve from truth, or chanpe his constant mind

Thoueh sinsle,™
4 B

Iy exlubiting the manner in which Masons have tanght
religion among the arts to mankind, I have the pleasure
here to introduce to the notice of the reader, * An Inquuary
nto the Nature and Tendency of Speculative Free Mason-
ry. By John G, Stearns, Pastor of the First Baptist Church
in  Paris, New-York.,” This little work, published early in
1820, was not sought by the public until after the abduc-
tion in that same year, awakened attention to the claims

I Free Masonry. It fell into my hands under eircun-
stances grateful to memory, and at a time when the mind
was agitated and tossed between the manifest disparity of
the promises and the rewards of Masonry ; between its
pretensions and the truth ; its wise and learned ~~l.l}ln-j'Jl!?ﬂ‘IEh-r
and its nidiculous tradition and ceremonies,

Mr. Stearns treats only of the religious pretensions of
I'ree Masonry, leaving all other claims of the most ane ient
and honourable mstitution to make their own way in the
world ; but his work helped gre atly to settle my convic-
tions, to confirm my purposes, to e ncourage and counte-
nance this etlort.

His manner will be geen in the followine extract from his

Inquiry,” chap. iv

1'he meekness of Christ does not characterize the ma-
sonie institution. 1t is not designed for meck-minded men.
but for men of all clagses, who are proud, haughty, and am-
bittous, and who love the privse of men more than the
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praise of God. If a spirit of meekness and gentleness is
found in individualsof the brotherhood, it belongs to Chris-
tianity,and not to Masonry. How can Masonry produce or
nourigh this spirit, when it is said to unite men of the most
opposite tenets, and of the most contradictory opinions !

* The spirit of Masonry is the spirit of the world, and
notof Christ. Christianity lays aside every needless orna-
ment, every thing that glitters, and every thing the world
admires, and passes through it like a still small voice ; often
unobserved by the great, except as an object of ridicule
and contempt. Not so with Masonry ; its parade is well
known, and is often seen, in pompous ceremonies, and em-
blems, and splendid attire, which dazzle the eyes of gazing
multitudes, The world has no war with this: it is perfect-
ly congenial with its spirit ~ But how far, how very far from
the spirit of Christianity. Call a man a high priest of Ma-
sonry ; clothe him in all the insignia of his office ; write so-
LINESS TO THE LORD on his front ; does he look like an humble
disciple of Jesus?

“ Christianity teaches the doctrine and precépts of mo-
rality in plain language, in a plain simple manner; but
Masonry pretends to teach them by a routine of ceremc-
mes.  The former is Gods method ; the latter is man's,

* Masons may tell us, that certain things in their institu-
tion are designed to teach certain truths, and to be emblems
of certan virtues; but by whose authority 7 and what in-
struction can they give us from these things?  Where has
the Lord informed us, in his word, that a ek isel, a mallet, a
square, a compass, a trowel, a scythe, and a white leather
aprony are emblems of the virtues of the human heart, and
are designed to inculcate moral truth 7 - Mr, Town tells us,
“that a habitual practice of every commendable virtue, is
taught by suitable and appropriate masonic emblems :
also, * in a word, the history of nature and grace is most
beautifully prefigured in a lively display of masonic syy,.
bols.” (pp. 184. 24.) :

“ Now, the Almighty has taught us these things in his
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written word, in plain and defimite language ; not by chisels,
and mallets, and white leather aprons, and other masonic
symbols. | may say that my candle and snuffers before
me, are emblems of the virtues of the heart, and are de-
signed to teach moraltruth : 1 should be as nobly employ-
ed, should | attempt to communeate religious instruction
from these to lost, dying men, as from a chisel, or a mallet.
My authority is as good in one ease as in the other.”

This is good sense, and it came upon my ear like pure
water upon parched lips, soothing, refreshing, and strength-
enine. With a view to make Mr. Stearns’ effort bettes
known., and at the same time totouch the most ancient
stitution on a point that otherwise might be overlooked,
| continue to extract from the same fourth chapter of
“ Stearns’ Inquiry,”

“There is something worthy of notice respecting the
dedieation of masonic lodges and halls,  Our ancient breth-
ren,’ says Mr. Bradley, ‘dedicated their lodges to king So-
lomon; yet Musons professing Christianity, dedicate theirs
to 8t. John the Baptist, and St, Jolm the Evangehst, who
were eminent patrons of Masonry." (p.59.) Has Mr. B.
any proof that these two men were Masons? If he has,
it would have been important to Masoury had he produced
it.  No proof is offered, and there is none to offer, unless it
be masonic tradition. This may satisfy Masons, but it ne-
ver will satisfy those who think for themselves, We are at
liberty to reject the proposition, and to believe that those
men were not Masons; (and we fake the liberty;) and
when Masons say they were, they say what they cannol
In dedicating their lodges to them, they are guilty of

prove.
ate folly, for even if they were Masons, and Ma-

consumiIn
sonry were of God, why dedicate lodges to them ! Strange
if the property of the Almighty must he dedicated in so-
lemn form to some of his ereatures.

“The method of dedicating a masonie hall is, in its na-
ture, nothing less than blasphemy ; though Masons may in-
tend to perform a religious, and a very solemn ceremony.
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‘I'he hall is first dedicated in the name of the great Jeho-
vah, then in the name of the holy St. John, then n the
name of the whole fraternity. * In the name of the great
Jehovah, to whom be all honour and glory, I do solemnly
dedicate this hall to Masonry.” *In the name of the holy
St. John, I do solemnly dedicate this hall to virtue.” *In
the name of the whole fraternity, 1 do solemnly dedicate
this hall to universal benevolence.” (See Monitor, pp. 130
13L.) On this occasion the great name of God is taken in
vain, trifled with, and blasphemed."

Mr. Stearns is a Mason, and well understands of what
he affirms. The manner of dedicating masonic halls is
correctly described, according to the form given also in the
Book of Constitutions, (p. 99.)

Here observe one of the sweet catches of our dark Mis-
Tress,

“ Whose word al auy time will pass,
* Point blank on both sides of a cose.”

She says: * In the name of the holy St, Jokn, I do so-
lemnly dedicate this hall to virtue.” Very well.

The lecture on the first degree, accords with the follow-
ing : *Our ancient brethren dedicated their lodges to Sole-
mon, yet Masons professing Christianity dedicate theirs to
St. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist.” (F.
M. L. p. 148.)

But the ceremony of dedication says: *“In the name of
the holy St. John,” and not St. Johns: which has this
masonic advantage, that Jews, Turks, and Infidels, will un-
derstand the dedication as made to the Baptist ; for him
they honour ; while Christians will understand the Beloved
disciple. Thus all parfies are pleased, and the harmony of
the lodge is preserved; whereas, if the dedication were to
the holy St.Johns, the infidels might fly, and discord break
the bonds of affection among the brethren.

In the appendix, Mr. Stearns offers a few remarks upon

20
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Mr. Town's Speculative Free Masonry, which will be up-
proved by the reader,

“ It has been said by some of the fraternity, that Mr.
Town’s book is iIncorrect, and of little consequence ; that it
does not contain the sentiments of Masons, only those of
the author. This is an impeachment of the grand body of
Masons n the State of New-York, some of whom are of
high standing in various departments of life. The book
professes, on its title-page, to be, *A System of Speculative
Free M:l-u:-r:r}' Tt exhibited m a course of lectures before
the Grand Chapter of the State of New-York, at their an-
nual meetings in the city of Albany.” *It was reduced to
a regular system by their special request ;' and recommend-
ed by them to the publie, as * A Systemof Free Masonry.’
[tis further recommended by no less than nine grand offi-
cers, in whose presence the lectures were delivered, by an-
other who had examined them, and by the honourable De
Witt Clinton, General Grand High Priest, &e. At the time
of its publication, it was patronized by individuals of near-
ly 150 different lodges and chapters throughthe States,
and more than four thousand eopies were subseribed for.
All this may be seen by examining the book.”

Free Masonry is eapable both of solemnly recommending,
and solemnly denounemg Mr, Town’s Bpeculative Masonry,
having regard not to the book itself, but solely to her ewn
locality and convenience ; as in Britain or Turkey, among
Christians or Hindoos :

“ Her oaths not being bound to bear,
“'"T'hat Iiteral sense the words infer,

“ But, by her well established usage,

- Are 1o be judged how far th' engage;
 And where the sense by custom's checked,

* Are fingred void, and of nene gffect.”
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CHAPTER XXXVIL

* Ashamed of Jesas ! sooner far

“ Lt evening. blush to own n star;
“No; when 1 blugh, be this my shamg,
“ That | no more revere his nama,™

Gregg-

Free Masoxey, within the two thousand lodges of this free
country, and within the lodges of all countries, is, m all its
rites and services, deeply died with Deism, Flis weighty
charge is considerately made, as will appear from the ac-
companying documents, . |

It i1s the common boast of the books, and tr&utues, and
orators af Free Masonry, that in a lodge, all the members,
of whatever country or religion, character or sect, meet on
the level, and part on the square; that the Arab and Turk,
Chinese and Amernican, Hindoo and European, harmomously
join in the work and services of the lodge, with mutual plea-
sure and edification,

Now, if any man name the Lord Jesus, except lightly, in
such an assembly, he must offend the Musselmen to say
something reverential of Mahomet, &c,, and the harmony
of the lodge would be sacrificed. If Vishnu were praised,
the Chnstians present might take alarm at the proselyting
spirit of their Hindoo brethren, and withdraw from the dis-
cordant lodge. No peculiar views of religion are tanght,
but only grand, moral prineiples; duty to heaven, to self,
and to neighbours; leaving the Chinese to worship their
emperor, the Hindoos, their three millions, &c. &c.

But every lodge is opened or closed with prayer. Every
master and apprentice s made with prayer: and praver te
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the Deity, 15 a very common thing in the services of Ma-
sonry. How can that be managed with harmony among
so discordant believers, so heterodox worshippers ! Simply
by reducing every form of expression to pure Deism: by
worshipping under the name of the Deity, the unknown
Crod of the Greeks, or any other which may be in the heart
of the supplicant. Christians, Mahometans, and Jews, unite
in one name, and agree in the lodges to call on that name ;
but that is more in the spirit of personal accommodation,
than in obedience to the true principles of Free Masonry ;
for should a Brahmin or Chinese be present, he would at
once complain of the exclusive spirit, the proselyting spint
of his masonic brethren, while they addressed prayers to the
God of the Patriarchs and Prophets: and that will never
do; the harmony of the lodge is no more, under such cireun-
stances, to boast of, than the umion of Christians ; and to ac-
commodate the Chinese, who are a great people, we must
call on “ the Deity,” and then they can believe Fo is meant,
or the emperor.

Though three great classes of men do agree in the lodges
to worship a particular name, contrary to the true spirit of
Free Masonry, and at the nsk of offending their half civ-
lized and savage brethren ; yet, they must, for the sake of
harmony, sink all differences among themselves ; neither
the Saviour of the world, nor the false prophet, may be
named, without offence to the Jew, and to either Turk or
Christian. To offer a petition in his name who is our Ad-
vocate with the Father, to call on his name to whom Ste-
phen commitied his departing spirit, and besides whom,
crucified, Paul would know nothing, serving to bonds and
death ; this would interrupt the harmony of the masonic
system, the concord of the Turk, Jew, and Christian, and,
therefore, must be dispensed with ; and, sorry to say, it is
dispensed with ; the name of the Lord Jesus 1s banished, as
from a system of pure Deism.

In the forms of two funeral services, given at full length
m the Book of Constitutions, and in the Free Mason’s Li-
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brary, and only one in Preston, the name at which every
knee shall bow, is not found ; nor is it, though the resurree-
tion and the life to them that believe, so much as alluded to
in all the responses and ceremonies, or in either of the
prayers in the lodge, or at the grave. Aud in twelve
prayers collected for other than funeral occasions, besides
two making part of the funeral services, being all the
prayers which are collected in the Book of Constitutions of
Massachusetts,* not one names the Messiah, not one has
any allusion to his name, not one utters a sentiment incon-
sistent with learned Deism,

“ Grand Architect! Behold us aspiring towards thee.
Thy works fill us with rapture.  Heaven's gates stand open
to welcome thy sons to glory,™

This 18 the first strain of one, found Book of Cons. p.
151. And another on the same page concludes as follows :
“ Permitted to join the all-perfect Lodge in Heaven, there
to receive never ending refreshment in the regions of bliss
and immortality, Amen! So mote it be! Amen!™

“ The Saviour taught his disciples,” says Mr. Stearns,
“ to pray in his name, and in his pame they do pray. But
Masons, as such, do not approach God in this name, nor
acknowledge 1t as the medium of communication. I have
perused about twenty masonic prayers, and found not one
which was offered in the name of Christ, The Holy Spi-
rit was not once named; no sins were confessed. Buta
solitary instance in which a pardon of sin was praved for.
What are these but the prayers of Deists ""—Stearns® In-

quiry, p. 37.
If this leaving out of view the blessed name of Jesus,

FeTa—

“ The unmu true of the funeral rites and ceremonies, and the prayers
collected and pﬂh.'lhhul in the Book of Constitutions of Bouth Carolina,
Also, the . M. Library gives twelve forms of prayoer for the lodges and
chaplers, in the same nameless style ; but some for the templars are in

Christian shape.




L]

2aU FREE MASONRY.

were an oversight, that were a very different case from the
present.  Chnstiait. worshippers, that 18, men using the
forms of Chnstinnity in their usual services, and bred up to
no other, except as they were taught in the lodges, did not
leave out this glorious name in our worship by an oversight.
No, no; much as I would rejoice to hight upon the shghtest
palliation of this treason agamnst their Lord, in our grand
chaplamms, | must believe the omission is not ;“;mdé"[.ﬂj
is not made by a momentary forgetfulness of the pro-
mise, * Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name,
he will give it you,” (John, xvi. 23.) but in obedience
to the stern laws of Free Masonry, which level all dis-
tinctions of religion as well as rank, and hail the Arab,
the Mohawk. and the Tartar, as brethren of the same de-
votional fumily with the Christian and the Jew, The wor-
ship compiled in' the Books of Constitutions ol Free Ma-
sonry, is modelled on the principles of Free Masonry, and
not on the doctrines of the cross ;i is made subservient to
the laws of a mystical society, and contrary to the precepts
of the gospel ; it is published for the hononr of the mystery,
and is a reproach upon Him who came down from Heaven,
and now has the government there,

Reader, let not a doubt check the rnsing of your indig-
nation against this deep scheme of infidelity ; against
[hi-.- W III-’1I!]I' r-i.ullii.l:f-i u]:nu 1|ll’i l‘f.'ii;_'ir_ﬂl il] 'I-'l-'|liﬂ]| wi !Ii.i'lr'::‘.
been bred.  Under the influence of Christianity, our coun-
try has nisen from a feeble band to be a mighty nation ; and
the district school and the Christian temple, rise on every
hand. where our fathers have seen the hut of the savage
and the beast of prey.  No lover of his country, no dema-
aogue of o party, can wish Lo see the rehigion of his country
and of his fathers trampled upon and despised, however
secretly it may be done, whether in a lodge-room, or in the
vault of the royal arch, or in the masonic tabernacle,

And is it not trampled uwpon, when the very name
of its founder, protector, and head, is banshed [rom the re-
ligions ceremonies of the lodge-room? When in the fre-
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quent tuneral service, He is not named, who brought life
and immortality to light, taking up the life which he had
both power to lay down and take again, for the redemption
of sinners T Is it not trampled upon and despised in open
day, when the senseless mummery of mystical Free Mason-
ry, under the most solemn sanctions of the fratermty, is
palmed upon the public, as summarily comprizing the doe-
trines of the cross? * the same system of faith, and the same
practical duties tought by revelation 7' (Town’s Spec. Maus.
p. 52.)

Indeed, it is despised by Free Masonry : deny it none can:
men may shut their eyes upon the meridian sun, but the
light of the universe shines still. They may refuse to see
that the worship which strikes out the name of the Lord
Jesus from its ritual, is hostile to the name of Jesus : but that
18 Free Masonry ; and is hostile to the name of Jesus. 1 say
not this begging, * in consideration of the pious men wheo
belong to the fraternity 3 “in consideration of a master’s
inferiority to the Sovercign Inspectors General of Free
Masonry ;" but as one who have studied Free Masonry m
her own elementary books, who have observed her in her
varied forms, and who speak the truth in the fear of the
Highest.

Did not Joab put his arm around the neck of Abner, and
kiss him, while he planted a dagger in his heart?  So. does
Free Masonry to the Christian, when she says, * the Word
in the first verse of St. John, in all its relatoins to man; time.
and eternity, constitites the very spirit and essence of Specu-
latwve Free Masonry ;** (Toewn, p. 155.) while, at the instant,
she banishes the namie of the Lord Jesus from her rﬂunl.

teaching to approach the throne of grace in another way.*
I do not say, that all masters of lodges feel hound so

# 1 make 1o exception in favour of the Knights Templars and others :
for if Free Masoury have a fair claim to these, 1 have n separite account
nmwﬂhhﬂlﬂlmu
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close by their pledge of obedience to the general reguli-
tions of the grand lodge, as never to use any other form of
prayer than is prescribed in their Books of Constitutions, |
have heard the name by which we of this favoured land are
called, pronounced in the reverential tone of worship in &
lodge of Master Masons. But that master carned his
religion where he had better not have gone himself, and
obeyed his Lord, rather than the Book of Constitutions.
So, in every case, those who, in a masonic lodge, call upon
the name of Jesus, or lift up their voice through the only
Mediator between God and man, depart from the true ma-
sonic character, and from the usual masonic manner 3 the
expression sounds unnatural there. It is not admissible n
lodge meeting, or in a Mason any where, to do, or say.
what will offend an Arab, or brother Turk. * As Masons,
we only pursue that universal religion which unites the most
different principles in one sacred band, and brings together
those who were most distant from one another.” (Book of
Const, 133.) That is pure Deism. “ It is now thought
most expedient, that the brethren in general should only
be charged to adhere to the essentials of religion in which
all men agree.” (Book of Cons. p. 34.) That s pure
Deism, and is taught in the Book of Constitutions of Free
Masonry. (Vide F. M. L. p.66.)

It will be answered by some, that * the Holy Bible 15 the
true masonic register and guide ; held sacred i all the
lodges.” But, as a clerical friend, who has taken some
twenty degrees in Masonry, lately said of the antiquity of
the craft, * that is a catch ;** the Bible is no more the guide
of Masons, than is the Koran. In masonic processions in
Christian countries, the Bible, with the'square and compass.
is earried in the van, by some white-headed gentleman, by
way of sanetity, not because the Bible has any thing to do
with Free Masonry. In Turkey, the Koran would be used
by Masons in the same way, for the same purpose, for effec!
only. Free Masonry cares not for the Koran, nor for the
Bible, but is willing to use either, or both, or neither, accord-
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g to arcumstances, purely with a view * to her own profit
and praise.” |

P. 8. “Piety—enforced.

“As a Mason, you are to study the moral law, as con:
tained in the sacred code.” (Preston, b, 2, sec, 3.) And a
note, referring to code, adds: “The Bible ; and, in coun-
tries where that book is not known, [and where Mr. Preston’s

book is,] whatever is understood to contain the will or law of
r‘;-l‘ﬂ. o

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

* So much wrought still within them the desire
* To found this nether empire, which might rise
“ By policy,and long process of time,
“In emulation, epposite to Heaven.”

8 Milb. ii. 295,

“Tue word Mason,” says the Sovereign Inspector Ge-
neraly Dr. Dalcho, (second Oration,p. 11.) is derived from
the Greek, and literally means a meniber of a religious
seel, or one who is professedly devoted to the worship of
the Deity,»

[ shall not stop to inquire of the Dr.—I beg pardon—
of the sovereign inspector general, what that pretended
Greek word is; nor to take notice of the vanity, which,
reckless of truth, would induce the unlearned reader to be-
lieve, that the plain English word Mason, a man of whole-
some brick and mortar, originally meant, “ a member of a

30
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religious sect, or one W ho is devoted to the servioe ol the
Deity ;* but only to illustrate, from the orations of this
gowned teacher of Christianity, the Deistical nature of
Free Masonry.

He says, p- 13. of Oration second, “ As humanity ever
springs from true religion, every religious seet which acknow-
ledges the Supreme Being, is equally respected by the or-
der. What s thie but Deism?

He adds. a few lines further, * The Great Book of Na-
fure s revealed to our eves, and the universal religion of her
God is what we profess, as Free Masons.” Thisis ver)
plain.  Masonry discards all Revelation, and adheres to
“ the Great Book of Nature ; Arabs and Chinese,savages
and Jews, Mahometans and Chnstians, * are all cemented
by the mystic union. How valuable is an institution found-
ed on sentiments like these ; how infinitely pleasing must i
be to Him who is seated on the throne of merey! To that
God who is no respecter of persons.” (Dalcho’s second Ora-
tion, p. 17.) Good or bad, this is a system of pure Deism,
a system dishonourable to our Divine Master, and to o
Christian minister 3 but it is genuine Free Masonry.”

Here a word may be spoken for the vain boasting of the
harmony of the fraternity. Tt is found in their books, and
twenty-fourth of June orations, and in their daily conversa-
tion. * What a lovely institution, which unites the maokt
discordant members in one happy fraternity I Itisa great
mistake. The institution does no such thing. It umtes
only one class of men; oiliers belong to the stitution,
Jews, Christians, &e., but it is vain to say they are amied
by it in any sense which annihilates their distinetive charac-

ters. Naturalists and Deists may be cemented by the

# « A sreal number of eminent writers have made profession of Deism,
and the major part of Bocinians have ranged themselves under its standard.
This sect, now become very numerous, is acensed of admitting only the
light, of renson,and rejocting all rovelation, It is not possible for a Chris
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niystic union 3 or rather may become acquunted with each
other by this union, and sirengthen each other, and the
cause of Deisn, by the facilities for intercourse afforded by
the secret words and signs of the craft, but they never can
be united with pagans or Christians,

Free Masonry has no inherent good to create factions.

'| When it 18 made the servant of a Deistical party, as it was
by Voltaire and his erew, before the French Revolution ; or
of political factions, as it is at this time in Mexico ; or of
vinity and pompous show, as is common in our own coun-

. try, Free Masonry derives some consequence from the use
made of it: but that it has no natural stamina upon which
men may divide ; no inherent virtue or benefit for which it
is possible to excite a passionate desire, is manifest from
the cheapness of her fuvours, and from the readiness with

: which she accommodates herself to all classes and condi-
tions of men, pagans or savages.

None quarrel for the dirt which is trodden under foot by
every passenger ; it is the silver and the gold, the precious
treasures, which exeite men to disgraceful bickerings. Frail
man will yet rudely contend for an unequal portion of eve-
ry earthly good ; and no strife of this kind being found with-
in 'the lodges, 18 a clear demonstration of the fact, that
I'ree Masonry is a senseless thing, incapable of exciting the
nitural passions of the soul.

But the history of Free Masonry shows that the use of

tinn to excust their indocility ; (Folteire) but justice obliges us to atknow-
ledge, that this is the only sect of all others, (Deists,) that has not disturbed
socioty by its disputes ; and which, though erroncous, has always been clear
of funaticism. It is, indeed, inrpoasible that snch a sect should be other than
praceable, since its followers are anited with all mankind in the principle
common to all ages and all countries ; namely, the worship of one only
{iod ; allowing for the diversity of opinion in others, and seldom discover.
ing their own. They say, that their pure religion is as old as the world,”
Loo.— Voltaire, Manners and Spirits of Nalions, chap. 182,

The Deist is a judge of Deism, and Voltaire, here deseribing Deism, doe?
exacily describe the religious character of Free Masoury.
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her has caused divisions among the fraternity. They have
not quarrelled about her principles ; that were impossible ;
but much have they divided upon the control of her. Wit-
ness the dispute between the grand lodges of York and of
London, for the supremacy of England : peace made, A.
D. 1792. Witness the division intq ancient and modern.
beginning, A. D. 1717, breaking out 1735 to 1738 and
healed with a heap of ceremonies, A, D, 1813, (Vide Fu-
rapean Mag. and Lon. Rev. 1814.)

Witness the contest between the royal York of Berln,
and the grand lodge of Prussia ; withess the schisms among
the Philalethes, nnd among the Chevaliers Bienfaisants of
Irance ; and, also, the long and hard strugale which inte-
rested all Germany, between the strict Observantz, and
those of the Rosaic system.

These were cases of violent hostility ; and the dispute
was not whether Free Masonry has three degrees of subli-
mity, or four degrees, or fourteen, or forty ; all that is a mat-
ter perfectly immaterial; not whether Free Masonry should
or should not continue to teach the black art, wonder-work-
wng, and the transmutation of metals ; not whether she
shonld relinquish her claim to a divine original, and be con-
tent with a leather apron, and a trowel bright with mortar
and with use : no, the whole question was, who shall have
the wielding of this black engine of night? And bravels

they fought it.
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CHAPTER XXXIX.
Ancient Free Masonry is Deis,

Whatis Deism 7 % The acknowledging a God, without the reception of
rovealed religion.”—Walker.

I 1s not a little difficult, satislactorily to prove any thing
in relation to a topic which is sometimes operative, some-
tunes speeulative, a mechanie art, or a liberal science :
which is sometimes the very essence of Christianity, and
sometimes the way of winning the faculty of magic ; a re-
ligion in which all men agree, and the art of foresaying
things to come ; which, in fine, bows the I-;n_r.ﬂ sometimes
m solemn invocation to the Deity, and teaches its pupils to
become good and perfect without the help of fear or hope.
Such a farrago of absurdities is ancient Free Masonry ;
and yet, if it have any distinguishing and uniform charae-
teristic, this is it, viz. it acknowledges a God without the re-
ception of divine revelation.

The quotations already made from standard treatises on
Masonry, establish this trait in her character. But such is
the importance of the subject, when viewed in connexion
with the two thousand lodges of our country, and with the
glorious and fearful truths of the gospel rejected by Free
Masonry, that I shall not fear to tire the reader’s patience
by summoning before him further witnessos,

[ do not attempt, even by the slightest mipheation, (o
prove that the Free Masons of our country are Deists ; no
such thing ; but that our dark mistress teaches them the
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necessary lessons, and it 1s to their praise they do not learn
the doctrine.  Free Masonry inculcates pure Deism ; if her
disciples refuse to learn, that is not altogether her fault :
she s entitled 1o the credit of a diligent and faithful -
structress.  This will more fully appear by what follows.

“ Leta man's religion, or mode of it, be what it will, we
dlo not exclude him from our order, provided he believes in
the glorious Architect of heaven and earth. and practises
the sacred duties of morality."—{(F. M. Library, p. 160.)

This is part of the charge given to an entered appren-
tice, 'This is a part of the first lesson of Free Masonry.
“ You worship the universal Lord of nature in the way you
think most pleasing to him; you practise every duty of mo-
rality, and he does not reject you; and shall we? no;
come Lo us, and find your friends, your brethren.,”(—Jldem. )

Whether it * please™ the apprentice to wershap the uni-
versal Lord od the (rod Saturn, the God Maeloch. the God
Vishnu, the God Fo. the God Jn}.‘lilt':'. or the (od Reason
with the Muminées, i all one to Free Masonry 5 she is a
professed teacher of religion, and only requires him “ o
adhere to the essentials in which all men agree.”—( Book of
Cong. p. 34.  ldem, ¥. M. Library, p. 66.) But he mus
not have a humped back, or a maimed limb, or an illegiti-
mate parentage,  * The appreatice must be free born, and
of limbs whole, as o man ougrht to be, and no bastard.™ (F.
M. Library,p. 14. ldem, Preston. London, 1788, p, 102.
The same in otherauthors, under the title, Ancient Charges.)
He must be * free born, of a good kindred, emd have his

e=hil limbs, as a man owgelt to have.™ (F. M. L. . I-i._}
=he 18 vern Fr:er‘.:rnl;u'.

Now, that the lodges sometuimes admt dismembered
pupils, ‘and even Atheists, I readily grant; but that only
proves, that the lodges depart from their instructions. Free
Masonry teaches and rl::lr;;::u her apprentice : Adore the
Being of all beings, of whom thy heart is full ; (Free Mas.
fab, p. 149.) meaning the Deity : but if her perverse pupil

will blinedly understand thereby the mistress of hie effections,
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woman, wealth, or wine, F'ree Masonry cannot help that,
And should he at length find out, that * the Being of all
beings, of whom his heart is full” is no God, but frailty,
dust, or poison, and become an Atheist: Free Masonry can-
not help that either.  She does certainly inculeate upon him
the religion in which all men agree ; and can as readily ex-
cuse his errors, as those of her pupils, who fall into the uncha-
ritable faith in divine revelation: * Execept a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,”  (John, 1. 3.)

Free” Masonry regurds all her children with impartial
fondness ; she weeps over their errors, and does her utmost
to reclaim them, whether they deviate to the right hand or
left, and aims alike to tame the spirvit of the fulminating
priest, and to engage the esteem of the moral brother.® Not
destitute of the wisdom which i¢ from beneath,she chooses her
measures with deep cunning. Having learned that the most
stupid, when he regards the heavens, must acknowledge that
there is a God i1 she, too, is very forward to acknowledge it.
But millions, blindly worshipping him in the stock of a tree.
or a block of stone, carved with men’s hands, she is blind with
them, and worships him so too : millions, sharper sighted,
see and worship him in the river that fertilizes their fields.
and in the corn that renews their strength ; she sees and
worships too, bowing most humbly to the drag and the net,
for by these we live,

But it is never to be forgotten, that she, herself, inculeates
the “ essentials of religion, in which all men agree, uniting
men of the most distant countries and most opposite tenets,
in one indissoluble bond of affection.” Allimen do not agree
in receiving divine revelation ; therefore, Free Masonry does
not teach it, the Grand Chapter to the contrary notwith-
standing ; and, stripped of her pious disguise, Free Masonry

% Vido Free Mas, Mon., also, Iliustrations of Masonry, chap. Origin and

Advantages of Masonry. 7y A
t Quis'est tam vecors, qui ciim suspexerit in eoclum. non sentiat Deum

oage I —Clirrro,




s [ ANGIENT FREE MASONRY 1S DEISM.

15 solely a teacher of Deism, in the two thousand lodges of
this country, and whether her Deus be the Being of whom
cach individual’s heart is full, or the stock of a tree, is no
matter of concern to her,

Mark ; it 18 no matter of concern o ker ; to the seventy
or one hundred thousand Masons of our country, it is a mat-
ter of concern ; and they wll prove it so, by forsaking her
assemblies.” They are as httle conscious of her charaeter.
ns was the writer, before being provoked to study it, They
are the judges of the proofs and of the authorities he brings ;
and time for reflection will unite them in abhorrence of o
dark scheme, which on the fuce of 1t is desm, and in 1tg spi-
rity 18 the being of whom each heart 1x full—i. e, no deity
A theism,

Muny writers in the English language have been quoted.
to show that ree Masonry inculeates pure Deism ; (whai-
ever her puptls may learn:) and the grand chapter have
freely told us, how Musonry and Christianity are one; and
this, too, n the face of truth, and the day. Now we will
hear what * Esprit du dogme de la Franche Maconrie”™ has
to say upon the subject. The work iz not sanetioned hy
any grand chapter or grand oflicers,  Whether that fashion
1 unknown upon the Continent of Europe, or whether the
book s too barefaced to reguire letters of eredit, does not
appear.  The reader cannot suppose, after what has bean
presented n this volume, that Free Masonry would hes<i-
tate to sanction any thing, lor absurdity or impi:‘t}'.

“ Esprit du Dogme.” was published at Brussels, in the
Netherlands, A. D. 1825, 350 pp. Svo. with many cuts.
It [lTHrI'HﬂI“ﬁ to be, * Researches Hpon the origin and th
ﬂ'f'ﬂ;'-rwn riles af Free Masowry ¥ the very thing we want.
my reader ; but it comes too late to tell us the origin of
Free Masonry, and can only help us to understand its doe-
trines . not that we should find it wksome to stop while
Esprit might tell the ongin, if he could ; but, having finish-
ed his story, that part of it is only fog. while upon the doc-
trines he is commendably explicit, |
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of the unity of God, every religion owes to the ¥Kgyptuie
philosophy, and not to Judaism, as some writers suppose.”
(p. 9.)

This is true Masome consistency. On page 1, he says.
the object of his work is to show that Free Masons con-
form to the doctrines of Revelation ; and on page 9, he
virtually denies to those doctrines the grand truth, that God
15 one.

And this, too, is a specimen of genuine masonic tradi-
tion, that gives to the priests of that people, whe from the
earliest antiquity were devoted to the most superstitious
idolatry, worshipping the crocodile, the ox that grazes the
pastures, and even the vegpetables of the field, ** the sublime
idea of the unmity of the Supreme Being I The reader
would know this was F'ree Masonry in the darkest night.

That Free Masonry rejects revelation, and s Deism, the
reader will more distinetly see in the following impious as-
sertion : *“ Jesus the more readily admitted the unity of Gad.
for having been, according  to his legend, in Egypt, whose
priests practise the worship of one only God, as Lactantius
and Pliny declare.” (FEsprit du Dogme, p. 88.)

Do not doubt this i= Free Masonry. The name, she
ventures in America to banish from her ritual, she ventures
in Apocaliptic Egypt to seout. The name which her Books
of Constitutions, in Massachusetts, in. Maryland, and sin
South Carolina, exclude from their addresses to the throne
of Grace; in the French, she presents as somewhat in-
debted to the Coptic priests for the knowledge of the Su-
preme Being, and the doctrine of the Unity.

We shall not hesitate to allow, that she has more impu-
dence m degenerate French, than in this privileged commu-
nity ; but the difference is not in the spirit of Free Mason-
ry ; she is identically the same both here and there ; and the
superior gravity of manner she assumes among us, is owing
entirely to that evangelical character which distinguishes
the institutions and the character of our country, and which
it is her aim to remove, or to destroy. ~

The pature of a distase which attacks the constitution
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I‘BMBMW!!EII well defined. Frﬂa Mnﬂnnrfuﬂeﬁp:ng
herself in 8 way not to be mistaken ; and if’ any, ng
* at the sumber of her lodges, fear for the moral health of
our country, it is well to be on the alert, using gentle re-
MMhrmmmhmm violent medicines,

which inevitably weaken the body. Gentle measures will
mhﬂ.ama,m]y withdraw, in a very few yem:,nlhhe*raiuu- _
ble supporters of Free Masonry from her ranks in this
country ; while abuse for the things of which they are ig-
norant, will only ﬂxnﬂpemtﬂ.md ‘throw: mén obstinately |

~_inte her citadel. ~She is not to be feared, whose grand

mm,mmwmml,isﬂ under tﬁestmhuﬁfn
two fooi ruIr,n Mnda maﬂu,prmnung,ﬂ Free
Masonry, an example of * virtue, fortitude, and ntegrity,
equnﬂed‘mdnmmcﬂdmlﬁchmg"m“
No, she is not to be feared ; she is a cowa d, that seeks-
the cover of the night, and the help of falsehood, to sereen
herself from the certain fate to which uuthnn&.thahght
will one day doom lier. * MMM a fo :
« In this treatise we Mheum:mpuﬂnpmﬁls.m
order, that if it should fall into the hands of any profane
'{Lgmuaed,}hemdduaeatnniyluhamvmmd,thm
.nnrmmptmsrnpnmarenut [hﬂl}bjﬁﬂtﬂfmjlnﬁembhﬁﬁ
but they have an aim useful, lofty, and divine, We are
abliged to warn our brethren, that in speaking of the tenets
ﬁf thaEgrpmn of their my;tma&,urqf@hmafh[m
‘Zaroaster, of Jesus Christ, it is not at all our purpose to
gm-.uuruwn ‘apinion, or that of our order. Every brother
knows, that he ought indiseriminately to take to his bosom
every honest citizen, every friend of his country, and of the.
laws, of whatever religion he may be, having admitted a
~universal tuimtmm;hamoﬁafﬂpuhmmﬂmham
_beanm%dmﬁaumwm upon the discussion of
{hese tenets and mysteries, in order to illustrate the ancient
doctrines of our fuith,”—( Esprit du Dogme,p. 1., -
Inﬂmﬁrstpemdthegnnaﬂiamadurnhsgluduanfthe
-ﬂﬁ!ﬁﬂ lmd divine: amnrmhnn.am:'l n the next. mumtg_. -
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what its object is, by levelling every thing sacred 1o Ui
standard of the Egyptian mysteries ; in the third penod.
she first reminds the brother of the extent of masonic cha-
rity, and, thus justified for the preceding impiety, concludes
with the plea of necessity, in order to explain Free Mason-
ry. This is her obscure cunning, to make the profune ad-
mire her mystery, to give Revelation a stab in its glorified
Author, and then, next to plead the illimitable extent of
masonic charity, not as if for the wound just given, but
seemingly for treating of various mysteries !

This is Free Masonry, both in doctrine and in example.
She pleads her law of charity in a most edifying manner :
“ Do I couple the doetrines of Egypt and Judea! it isnot
to give an opmion upon them,” she says. * Do I present
Zoroaster and the Lord in the same point of view? Every
brother knows it ig his duty to take dans son sein, to his bo-
som the honest man, of whatevér religion he may be.”

This is liberality not to to be questioned.  This is chari-
ty sufficient to pucify the most impious. The Arch Enemy
ean ask no more : to revile the Lord Jesus, sincerely and ho-
nestly, in conformity to the tempter’s religion., T'o put the mys-
teries of the Persian Zoroaster and of the H 1y Gospel upon
the same level, for the edification of Free Masons; and
in the same breath remind the pupil, that in modes of faith
and forms of worghip, honest men may h-e allowed to différ
without stint of love or l_i'lﬂrlh

The Father of Lies is a deceiver still, whether he come 1w
the form of an angel of light, or of the daughter of night :
he is the tempter still, whether he come i the form
of a serpent, or of Free Masonry. He is the teacher,
wheo. under the sanction of the two most valued Books of
Coustitutions of these States, learns men to be good and
;mrfm without the help of fear or hope ;* a doctrine which

—— = R - T

* Vide Book of Constitulions of Massachusotts, which is received in all
Now England, p. 19. F. M, Librarv. which iz received from Now-Yaork 0

Naorth Carafina, p 1)
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alike rejects the joys of Paradise, and the pains of hell:
which excludes the hope of eternal life, and of the immor-
tality of the soul; and, alse, the fear of the fire that never
shall be quenched.

This 18 too much, too much fnr silly Mamm-_v,r She s but
@ puppet made to play antic tricks, while @ master. spirit
moves the wires, and filches the pockets of the gaping
crowd. The whole nhjf:;;t of the divine economy, as re-
vealed in the holy scriptures, is to make men “ good and
perfect ;7 and the method taken by heaven’s Truth, is, to
invite by hopes of joy unspeakable, and to persuade by the
fear of terrors incanceivable. The Fnemy’s method, or
Free Masonry’s, if you please,is exactly the reverse of this.
He began his instructions near the time of the masonic
era, teaching Eve, without the help of fear,to eat, and be
like God, knowing good and evil.  And man being ruined.
the enemy has only to keep him perfect without the feeip of
hope, or fear, and his work is done.

Thus we arrive at the spirit of the dnntrmu uf‘ qu
Masonry, by collecting them from the standard treatises of
the fraternity, and showing their relation to the Father of
Lies, and to eternal night and death. I know the relation-
ship will disgust many, and will offend some; offend them
with the discoverer nearly as much as with the eonnexion
discovered.  But if masonic. charity will justify an at-
tack hoth secret and open npon revealed religion, seeing it
18 made honestly, and in conformity to the assassin’s mode
of worshipping the Deus, she will undoubte wily be able to re-
cetve kindly & rap upon her own head, seeing it is honesely
laid on, and. also. in conformity to the assailant’s mode of
warkhip. 5 |
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CHAPTER XL,

* Resoleed, That we regard the unhallowed sobstitution of the profane
orgies of Free Masoury, for the Chmistian religion, as frauglit with more
danger to the poace of socioty, snd the truths of revelation, than open
Deiem, or avewed infidelity,”—Wx. Wanswonrn, Pres.

I siALL continue to study Free Masonry with the reader
in Bsprit du Dogme, - 1t is revolting to contemplate her
unpiety, and it would be very unjust to suspect the frater-
nity in this country of consenting to it. They are little
aware of it, and I cannot but hope to deserve their hearty
thanks for presenting Free Masonry to them, as they once
were presented to her, neither barcfoot nor shod, with @
cable tow about the neck ; her's was a night scene, when
she laughed in her heart, to see sober nien groping after the
light which her own bandage bad shut from their eyes;
ours 18 an affnir of the day.

"The Deistical charpcter of the institution is abundantly
proved, without meaning, how or at any time, that the fra-
ternity assume that character. In pursuing'the subject, |
propose m:lj-’ to show the easy way ['ree Mﬂ:‘.ﬂﬂl‘j‘ has of
putting a most important construction upon rites senseless
and unmeanmg in themselves, She says, in Esprit du
Dogme, p. 115., “ We have many rites and degrees which
recall to mind our divine Master, Jesus, the supper, the pas-
sion, and his resurrection ;' but ‘these must be ntes belong-
mg to higher degrees - than the master’s, and I would enly
observe, in relation to them, that they more clearly discover
the aﬁlhrnliglﬂnu spirit of Free Masonry ; she does not cel-
ebrate the Lord, or his sufferings; with an honest purpose,
however honest her followers are: not she,
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But the following n Master Mason can understand. = In
these da}'a, the :ullngnry of Hiram, which is used in every
ritual of Masonry, varies in our mysteries and ceremonies.
and it is applied under such circumstances, and used in the

i same manner, as the ancient hierophants represented,

| sometimes, Osiris, at others Bacchus, Ammon, or Isis ; and

_every other form of the Deity whom they variously worship-

So we, in the same manner, change in our temples

the legend of Hiram, and of his three assussins, according

to the ritual to which they belong. Hiram, whom the Le-

vites, from the practice of his art, n.ud the name of his fa-

ther, chose for the allegorical being, whorepmtbe

Grand Architect of the temple of Solomon, is the allegory

of Jesus Christ in Masonry finished. (Mag.". couronnée.) In

the ritual of ancient and Accepted Scotch Masons, he is

the emblem of beauty in one course, and in the other, by

! corresponding lessons, Jesus Christ is called Hirmn, Grand
Architect of his Ohureh™ |

This legend of H?n'a.mllm reader nkmdyunm u
more contemptible figure thie masosic hero made than Sir

Hudibras’ sqmrn Ralpho.

“ When Trulla, whom he did nol mind,
“ Charged him like lightning bebind ;"

than the kmght himself, wh&n Jrlﬂldmg to the vmtprmus.

PR T L L)

.-,

“ The day’s thine owu,
% Thou and thy stars have cast me down :
“ I am not now in fortune’s pow'r,
. thuhﬂ'-duumﬁllmm“

M}* reader, ynu are Free: Hamn mluugh to understand
a]l this. = The legend of Hiram is always the same thing
in Free Masonry ; as Bacchus, Ammon, and Isis, were .the
same God, wcm]uppod under different names, (They were
not.) Asthe mode of worshipping that one God of Free

‘
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Masonry, varied with the name, so does she change the
legend of Hiram to sunt her different rituals ; (she, who, &
lew chapters back, admitted oo discord n all holy essen-
tials, now speaks of her different rituals ;) and as the Levites
chose Hiram for the allegorical being who represents the
Grand Architect of Solomon’s temple, so, in the choice of
Free Masonry, the Lord of Glory is an allegorical being,
the builder of his church. _

It requires no stretch of fancy to find the bearing of this
nasonic lesson, The legend of Hiram, with its usual ex-
planation, is no more interesting than a bare hook thrown
into the water ; but if it will catch the hopes of immortal
souls, it assumes quite & new nspect.

That dectrine which has ever been a stumbling block to
the self-righteous, and an offence to the conceitedly wise,
may well be supposed to awaken the contempt of Free
Masonry. No doubt she regards the sacrifice of the cross
with a feeling of inexpressible ridicule; the meekness of
the Lamb that was slain, is in her estimate no better than
the pusillanimity of Hiram Abiff: that is natural to the pha. -
risee. Il is not passing belief that she should mock at the
blood which was shed for the remission of sins: that she
should ¢elebrate the agony of the Passion without sorrow,
and the sacrament of the supper without love; that she
should present the grand master, Hiram Abiff; basely dying
for the masonic word, as a leer upon him who died upon
the cross to save sinners,

I do not say she does this ; it has been far from me to
suspect her of this; indeed a hint of it from any profune.
would have sounded like the echo of distant scandal, or
appeared like the insinuations of jealousy. But when her
followers come before the public in a handsome volume,
with indisputable evidence that they are intiated nto her
mysteries, and declare that Free Masonry does this, it would
be hlindness not to examine the matter; to inquire, at least,
whether Free Masonry is capable of doing this? And.
though from her previons character, my reader, we must
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enter upon this investigation with dark forebodings to Free
Masonry, yet we will strive to conduct it without prejudice
or partinhty. Let justice decide.

Her favourite biographers in the English tongue, may be
divided into two elasses ; those who make her spring up with
time, or come from the Almighty hand at the beginning :
and those who trace her origin in the odious mysteries of
the ancient heathen. Anderson, Preston, and Webb. are
leaders of the former class; and Lawrie, Greenleaf, and
Cole, are of the latter. Hutchinson ought to be passed by,
for he clearly supports both.

Let us see if her origin forbid the imputation upon her
character made by FEsprit. Heaven is a place of truth ;
and the estabhished reputation of Free Masonry for false-
hood, compels us to believe that, if she came from heaven
to earth, it was because she was driven out, or had lost all
power to deceive there ; and, therefore, she would be capa-
ble ol the profanity attributed to her by Ksprit. If she
sprung up in the begmning, aot coming from heaven ; then
she would be capable of the blasphemy which her pupil,
Esprit, has laid at her door. And her origin, as given ei-
ther way by the former class, will not deliver her from a
righteous condemnation,

If she came, with Lawrie and others, from the Eleusi-
nia, the Bacchanalia, and the degrading rites of heathen
Rome and Greece, Britain and Gaul, then she may well be
thought eapable of the deeds credited to her by her own
son, Lisprit du Degme.  And she cannot be rescued, by the
purity of her origin, from the reproach of mocking the King
of Kings, in the mterpretution of the legend of Hiram,
We will gec il her well established character forbids our be-
lief of the charge ; the known maxims of her life, and rule
of her conduet,

Her system of morality is founded upon temporal ezpe-
diency ; which 1s no better foundation than that of the
royal arch. Her own example is proof. She is of the

highest cast. and therefore a Brahmin in Asia: a great
*‘-.
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Christian in New-York, In Turkey, she kneels seven times
aday, in obedience to the false prophet ; and i revolution-
ary France, kicks up her heels without decency, but with
every demonstration of joy, to the ery of “ Free! Free!
Free! Free from every restraint of religion, and of law ;
free to follow after reason.” 'This is matter of history ;
the records of the times show it beyond dispute. Her faith-
ful pupl, Esprit, declares it; and, perhaps, the Mason still
refuses to believe this is the Daughter of night ; as if one
i the mtoxication lb“t her CHpS, could not be the seme one
who labowred patiently to fill them.

Her system of morality has no dependence upon the law
of the Eternal, and any independent system is, like Free
Masonry, rottenness to the bones, To establish a rule of
conforming refimious principles accordmg to circumstances ;
charging men, as Masonry says she _ﬁw'mm'ﬂy did,* to wor-
ship in the mode of the people among whom they resides
15 a scheme, worthy of the darkest complexion of Free Ma-
sonry, and 8 prool enough, that if it were her mterest to
scoft’ at the sacrifice of the cross, she is capable of the
blasphemy attributed to her by Fsprit.

It bnly remains to examine the point of nterest. All
who are guided in their views of interest by bare expe-
r[iq‘-.nrj.'. arein greal danger of mistaking their interest¢ but
views of expediency, founded on the law of God, and hav-
ing reference to the day which is after death, are well
Jounded ; no doubt, to the short sighted, they may some-
times appear mistaken views, buat all must acknowledge
they have good foundation ; they alone have good founda-
L.

But Free Masonry, it has been shown, governs herself by
b | 'h'il.‘W tin f:fr.l'f' f'_.!‘,uf"-'ifl"r.m'f,r. jlllll'ijf'litll'lll nf [im i[li[]]Uleli.!
law of God; bowing here, cringing there, and again,
throwing her cap with the madness of a demon, to suit
local cireumstances; having no respect to congistency of

L mmaat = — e e

" Book of Constitntions of Massnchusel te, p. 34.
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character, and to the value of plain truth, but solely to her
own advantage ; (in the words of her Books of Constitu-
tions,) *to her own profit and prase.”

Such a moralist, who had contributed an incalculable
amount of labour to produce the scenes of the reign of
terror, when the Seriptures of héavenly truth, and of glo-
rious promise, were indignantly rejected before the multi-
tude, denounced by the national convention, and burned in
the public place by the common executioner, while reason
mounted the throne of moral government, and received
the homage of laws abolishing the Sabbath day, and the
religious rite of marriage, might be pardoned for thinking,
in the fulness of her joy, that interest required her to exhi-
bit more completely, the features of a face, which, darkly
seen, drew multitudes of admirers, [t is the interest of
vice, when her pupil has become familiar with one shade
of her character, to exhibit a darker.* Free Masonry
is a perfect illustration of this truth, while the fact is a per-
fect illustration of the character of Free Masonry. And it
was for her interest, in the progress of vice, to scoff at the
name she had always despised.

Again ; Free Masonry has been proved to have a com-
plexion suited to each of her followers ; religious, convivial,
and faithless, Itis nothing strange if she has acted a part,
and now acts a part, in suitable places, to the satisfaction of
nfidels, as she has done in New-York, to the great praise of
her Christian ¢haracter. No place is more suitable, than
the scene of Esprit's labourss and, in view of the pretend-
ed origin, the vain morality, and the plain interest of Free
Masonry, the reader will conclude, that Esprit spoke fruth
m testifying to what he considers the * useful, lofty, and
divine” object of Free Masonry, represénting Immanuel
under the allegory of Hiram.

“ Viee iz o monster of o frightful mein

“ As to be hated, needs but to be seen ;

+ Yol seen too oft, familiar with her face,

“ We firet endare, then pity, then embrace.”
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CHAPTER XLIL

* When frowning death appears,
“ And points his fatal dart,
“ What dark foreboding fears
“ Distract the sinner’s heart !
“ The dreadlul blow
% No arm can stay,
“ Hutl torn away
% He sinks to wo,"—FLee.

Fserir du Dogme de la Franche Magconnerie teaches,
that Free Masonry, in many of her rites and degrees, calls
to remembrance what she cannot name without great im-
prety, and that, in the legend ol Hiram, she dares to pre-
sent the allegory of man’s salvation. We have seen that
her character does not enable Free Masons to contradict
their own brother, and to say, * Ksprit has published a
seandal upon the sacred order, more hideous than 1 aet
forth in the calummating pages of a Barruel or a Robi-
son.” We have seen, that her fabled origin, whether hea-
venly or Bacchanalian, that her morality and her manners,
alike contribute to confirm the truth of Esprit's avowal.
There are some other circumstances which go to the same
point.

We have seen, in the notice of the royal arch emblems,
that our lady makes bold with the tabernacle, and its con-
secrated utensils, with the burning bush, the heavenly
manna, the tables of the covenant, &c.; that she sets them
out in dumb show as a part of her paraphernalia. We
said, without presuming to know how she used them, that
they were not honestly in her keeping ; and, use them as
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she might, it could be no better than sacrilege. Now,
whence should we expect aid in support of our assertion,
sooner than from the Christian Mason ! Who would more
readily contribute to preserve the hallowed vessels of the
church, than brethren of the church? Ah! they did not
believe it when it was told to them, and perhaps their very
reverence for these things has been, no doubt it has been,
one of the chicf folds of the bandage to blind them.

I do not now presume to know the use our brethren make
of the emblems of the royal arch degree; but surely they
do not mean to use them sacrilegiously ; they do not use
them as we shall see Free Masonry uses them. They are
Christians ; she is a heathen, or what you please; and yet
we would eall her by some amiable name here, for the
kindness of discovering 1o us the use to which she can put
the holy things of the ancient church.

As u porch to the masonic tabernacle, she ever has much
to say about the Free Mason who built it.  You shall find
it so in the Chart, Monitors, Library, &ec. It was Moses
upon Mount Sinai, that received the masonic word from
the mouth of the Most High, and handed it down to poste-
rity ; and various passages of the Pentateuch are read in
the ceremonies of the royval arch ehapters, calculated and
mtended to impress the reader or hearer with the belief,
that they have some indefinite relation to the mysteries of
Free Masonry.

I frankly confess that, some time having been confident
they had no honest connexion with the modern invention,
I have not suffered a suspicion 1o arise of their nefarions
connexion. They have seemed to stand among the rega-
lia and insignia of the lodge, rather to ennoble base Ma-
sonry, than for any malicious purpose of degrading them ;
and probably that is yet the right interpretation of these
emblems in the chapters of North America; but our lad y
is @ mistress, knows how to train up children, has a large
school of dull scholars, we may charitably hope; and though
Americans may not learn so fast in this {Ir*gr?numtiug cli-
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mate,” as the more favoured inhabitants of central and
southern Europe, the very least progress in the science
which lollows, s ;_'l‘t.':iﬂ}' to be deprecated.

“It 15 smid that Moses wrote different books of the Bible :
(senesnis, Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers. These books
have a great resemblance to the lessons of the Egyptian
priests -—nevertheless, it appears, that besides the Fzyp-
tian books, Moses had the Phenician lastory of the crea-
tion, by Sanchoniathon, who lived before Mﬂ::{:.ﬂ,‘..i:_ﬁ' years,"
add annm., {f:'.'-:im'ilf du Dogme, p. L:T}

This s another specimen of Masonic tradition.  She
knows Sanchoniathon’s history, ‘and where Moses found
the materials for the Pexvatench: ay, she knows much
more than her diffidence permits her to discover: yet she
would seem aot to know, that Moses wrote Deuterono-
my; and that, my reader, wag no oversight in her,—enu-
merating four books, to leave the fifth: no; she under-
stands very well that Penta means five, and that she has
enumerated but four ; and she did it of mere wantonness,
to meinuate a falsehood, preparatory to the positive un-
truth following it ; that Moses gathered his writings from
Egyptian priests,

Our American Free Masonry is not by many degrees so
lar advanced as this: but perseverance will accomphsh
wonders.

“ Moses, having learmed the mstitutes of the Egyptian
priests, gave to the Jews, for the foundation of their reli-
gron and ereed, the worship of the one only Giod, of the
ereat Jehovalh.,™  (fdem. p. 30.)

Now Free Masonry cares not for the name she aflecis to
be fearful of sacrilege m pronouncing. She does pro-
nounce it, with falsehood on her hips.  She has ever denied
divine revelation, by setting at nought the name of Jesns :
and here she 13 emboldened, aiming at Atheism. She
adores the God of the holy seriptures, and still denies those
serptures ; she is o fast friend of the Unity, and sull pats

=52 — —_— .

Vide Buffon,
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contempt upon the doctrine, drawing it from the polluted
idolators of Egypt; she magnifies Jehovah, and yet reviles
his servant Moses, and the Prophets, and the only begotten
Son of God,

These are fearful things, being true.  All the evidence of
their truth it 18 not possible to lay before the reader, as it
lies before me ; -but enough is here, perhaps too much, and
it goes to prove what has been little suspected ; viz. that
the grand seeret of Free Masonry is Atheism.

Now we will have her explanation of the tabernacle with its
contents, as used in her workshop : by no means the maxi-
mum of her mpiety, and chiefly interesting to show what
she can have to do with the golden candlestick, and Aaron’s
rod that budded.

Esprit du Dogme, i. e, Spirit of the Doctrine, de la
Franche Mag. . of Free Masonry, p. 39, says: “ Moses, in
his mysteries, and Solomon after him, adopted a great part
of the Egyptian emblems, which from them we have pre-
served in our mysteries.  Let us see what they teach us.

* The brazen sea, among the Egyptians, was used for the
purification of candidates with water; it was an-emblem
of the year, supported by twelve bullocks, which represent-
ed the twelve months, of which three looked east, three
sauth, three west, and three north; making allusion to the
four seasons,

“ Moses adopted this emblem ; and in Exodus, 38. 8.
we see that the women of the tribe of Levi, who passed
the night watching at the door of the tabernacle, presented
to Moses their mirrors, which were of brass or silver, to
make the brazen sea. Hence the lodges of Adoption.”

[t is struetive to see how certainly the doctrines of de-
vils lead to infernal practices. Lodges of Adoption are
the only remaining form of Free Masonry yet to be intro-
duced into this country : they are well known on the conti-

nent of FEurope, Female Lodges : not own children of Ma-
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sonry, but adopted children ; as speculative Free Masons
are accepied Masons: (vide p. 133.) and women become
Adopted Masons, as merchants, lawyers, tailors, become
Accepted Masons, all of both sexes being entitled Free,
And our modest author would charge the Jewish women
with that which few of Ais readers could have a Bible at
their side to contradict ; appealing to Exodus xxxvii. 8. for
the orgin of lodges of ﬂdnpl‘jlm_ The verse reads, “ And
he wade the laver of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of
the looking glasses [brazen mirrors] of the women assem-
bling, which assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation,”

" THE CANDLESTICK

“Hath geven branches and seven lights, symbols of the
seven sciences, to which the priests ought to apply them-
selves, like the priests of Memphis and of Thebes, to wit:
mrammar, rhetoric, logie, arithmetic, geometry, music, and
astronomy,”  We must infer from this, that the studies of
the fellow eralt’s degree are reviewed in the chapters ; which
s a match for the allegory of a seene which never occur-
red, as fnithfully represented by Free Masonry, in the tra-
dition of Hiram Abif,

“THE TABLE OF SHEW RREAD -

“ Was intended to show the necessity of union among
the priests : this allegory mstructs us, as it did the Levites,”
But coneluding the command to Moses how to construct
the table, (Ex. xxv. 30.) the Lord said, “ And thou shalt set
upon the table shew bread before me alway.” Reason is
certain that it 15 not her part, foithlessly to inquire wity i
pleased the Lord to have a table of shew bread in the cere-
monial of his anelent church; but only to inguire into the
fact: did it please ! And finding God’s own word in sup-
port of the fact, while only her own blindness is eounter (o
it, ghe is reason no longer, but a fool, to doubt it, to despise
ity to degrade it among plumb-lines and trowels, in the

mystical ceremonies of a nocturnal society.
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“THE ALTAR OF INCENSE"

“ Bhowed the Hebrews, as it does us, that our vows ought
always to be addressed to the 8. A.-. D.-, L.-. U... and that
they ought always to be pure, and above human passions.
The remains of ancient altars that we have seen in the mu-
scums, are in the form of a square, or a triangle, or a circle,
having reference under these forms, 10 the three truths
tanght, or to the four elements, or to the Deity : they were
all excavated in the upper surface to contain the fire.”

Thus artfully does this professed Spirit of the Doctrine of
Free Masonry mingle truth with falsehood ; making the
form of the altars true, even lo the excavation for the fire :
while the doetrine inferred is false, that this form had refe-
rence to certmin unknown truths, and to the four elements :
when the altar muost of iself indicate a God, she would
have it indicate the elements, that her pupils may become
naturalists. Who she ntends by 8. A: Do Lo, U, 1
know not; it is a figure new to me, frequently used by
Esprit; and muy be, until more perfectly explained, sup-
posed to mean, * the Being of Beings, of whom each heart
is full ;" L e. no God—Atheism,

“ Uncharitable!”

Not at all, my friend. If the God of Free Masonry, to
whom. our * vows ought always to be addressed,” have no
more name than Free Masonry gives him, S... A Do, L.-.
U.x., he s without a names; and she is virtually teaching her
children to address an ideal God,  Until she gives him a
name, it is no want of charity towards her to suppose him
a mere fancy, and having no real existence,

A secret vastly prized, and deeply covered with mystery :
a secret landed 1o the skies, able to make one wise, bringing
* alle comfortes to the wylde and comfortlesse ;" which

- = = — SSEEEER A -

* Our author gives plates of all his emblems,
t Book of Cons. p. 16. Preston, b, 3.5, 1. F.M. Library, p. 9. Cal.
cott, Hutchinson, Greenleaf, p. 86,
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ll.'!‘”hllf'J_'t' Codiet als nsell'; H|Hl'[xll.*_:_! the |]:l”1'”l Master M
son with o substitute, and lving stll beyond the mnth
arch, before it 18 unveiled to perfection ; and, as i alrand
to trust itsell even there;, at perfection, mounting away
from the pursuer to the height of unknown degrees, s, m)
reader, no ordinary secret; but this 1z Free Masonry.

“ And what does it pretend to be?"—Even the true name
of the only true God. Such conduet, and such a claim !

Now, brother Jew, lend me attention ; for you are mie-
rested in this part of the argument ; and so, also, are Mu-
hometans and Deists, without being invited.

Let Free Masonry’s claim be allowed ; to teach the rngh
pronunciation of the true name of the only true God,

Her masters are put off with a substitute for it ; her most
exeellent masters (sixth degrée) have it not yet; her per-
feet masters (filteenth degree) have it not perfect yets her
arrand pontiffs (twenty-ninth degree) must still make their sa-
erifices without knowing precisely to whom 3 the * prince ol
the royal secret, prince of Masons,” covering degrees
forty, forty-one, forty-two, has a sovereign mspector general
above, and cannot vet see, eye to eye, the great secret of
Free Masonry.

s itnot to be inferred, that the God of Free Masonn
has no name ; and that, in setting her pupil on a chace jn
[rllt".-ulti! of 1t to ;Jr‘r:fr'r'.'iumrm.rfﬁ:r beyond, she is practically
teaching him so ! Professing to make manilest the true God,
does she not, h:l.' a devious F""Ih* and an endless renewal of
disappomtment, eflectually impress upon the panting bosom
of her deluded pupil, there is no God ? Say,brother Jew, (for
I waive here all Free Masonry’s contempt of the Messiah,)
when. with a blinder over his eyes, and a cable tow about his
neck, she leads her pupl into the realms ol darkness, in
pursuit of light, and into the regions of night in pursuit of
the true name of God, leading him about and about, until

he is giddy, down deep arches, and up lugh degrees ; of the

humbled, degraded, and confounded soul shonld stumble
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and fall into the abyss of Atheism, would she hold fast the
cable tow, brother Jew, or loose it from her hand 7 What
think you, would she gently draw him out, remove the band-
age from his eyes, tenderly condole with him for the tre-
mendous hazard he had run, and advise him to return
home, and to pursue his inquiries after the true God, and
the way to happiness, in the midst of his family, morning
and evening, with the Bible in his hand, at the feet of Im-
manuel T Or would she send after him a peal of curses, to
make the horrible abyss ring, and, if it might be possible,
to sink him two-fold deeper m wo |

Those who believe in a protecting Providence, need not
fear to believe in the reality of evil angels ; those who do
not believe in a protecting Providence, have every thing to
fear; and, if there exists in Chnstian lands a single speci-
men of the handy work of God’ adversary, and man’s,
I'ree Masonry has ligh claims to be that one.

The reader who meets this conclusion, without arriving
at it through the argument, may think it uncharitable ; if
so, this common sense will meet him : the friends of a doc-
trine which studiously conceals itself, only showing its fea-
tures more boldly, as people become more hdrdened to
them, have no right to complain, and cry, charity, charity,
upon honest efforts to hasten the monstrous birth, and fully
to learn its character, before the time for easily strangling:
it has elapsed. |
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CHAPTER XLIL.

* Then shall the Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when
he foaght in the dny of battle ; and the Lord shall be King over all the
earth; in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one,™

Zechariah, ch. xiv.

[ 18 not to be demanded of one at tempting to ferret oul
a treasonable conspiracy, that he should be perfect in judg-
ment; he must scize upon persons whose guilt is quite
doubtful even in his own poor judgment, and hold them
prisoners for the examination of the court and jury.  This
18 his duty ; and no man whe is unwilling te run a small
risk of being suspected as accessary to the crime, and as
party to the treason, will dare to reprove him for want of
charity n the honest discharge of that duty.

The writer may sometimes build an argument on small
premises, may attach undue impertance to minor. truths.
may draw conclusions little satisfactory to the deeper pent-
tration of some, and may extend his inferences beyond the
casy apprehension of others. Upon all these, and similar
points, he is ready to plead to the reader’s compassion and
better judgment. But let not the glorious doctrine which
conceals itself, profune the name of charity, upon a resolute
attempt to discover its bearings and tendency; that were in-
sufferable.

Fisprit du Dogme, p. 41.—* ThE poT OF INCENSE.
“This reminds us, as it did the Levites, of the fire of vir-
tue which ought to inflame the heart with a masonie zeal.
The censor used by the ancients was in the form of a per-
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fuming pan, with a perforated lid, whence came the smoke
- of the incense. The Greeks called it thymiaterion, and
the ancient and modern Romans, thuribulum.” He exhi-
bits learning to grace his masonic zea.

" THE CRUISE OF GOLD, OR POT OF MANNA, (p. 41.)

* Moses placed this in the tabernncle to instruet the
priests, that in the proper exercise of their ministry, they
ought to feed on the spiritual manna shut up in the sciences,
which they were explicitly charged to study.”

Our expositor quotes neither the priests of the god onion,
nor masonic tradition, in support of this assertion ; it must
rest entirely on his better authority, called by the Greeks
anaisquintia,*® by the ancient Romans impudentia, and, (by
the help of a dictionary,) impudence, in the vernacular.

* THE MITRE WITH THE INDENTED TOP. (p. 41.)

“ The ornament of the priests of Isis and Osiris, was also
adopted by the magi, or priests of Mytra in Persia, and by
the priests of Jupiter at Athens, and at Rome. It afier-
wards served for the head dress of the Roman females,
who sold their favours at the foot of the temple of Fortune,
to the parties of Cicero and Cataline. This same mitre,
i time, was adopted by the Christian pontifis at Rome.
and by those of Mahomet, and by the ancient and modern
templars.  This mitre had a plate of gold covering the
Jront, with these words : * Holiness to the Lord.”™

This is more than a match. To meet the crocodiles of
Egypt, the Persian magi, the priests of Jupiter, Cataline,
Mahomet, and the knights templars, arrayed in support of
Masonry’s claim to the mitre, is an overmatch for common
learning.  But one thing * the art of demonstrating divine
and moral truth by geometrical solutions™ enables me 1o
do ; which the reader shall see,

T AMIEY TS,
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To make out the Spint of Masonry, twe Masons being
given, i the manner of making a right-angled triangle,
two legs being given,

Suppose the leg M. J., Mahomet the Impostor, and the
leg J. 'T.. Judas the Traitor.

M J

F'rom J. erect a noclurnal and secret society to 'I'., the
Traitor ;: deaw the ine M., 'T'., the Miser Trator ; and we
have the selfish sperit of the Masonic imposture. Quod erat
inveniendum.

To those who are unacquainied with the higher branches
of Mathematics, this demonstration may appear somewhat
obscure ; but it2 geometrical accuracy will stand the test of
any professor, at least on this side of the Atlantic,

Tlus 1s an extraordinary science, and the reader will find
it amusing ; the kaleidescope not furnishing more un-
expected vanety, than Masonics, or moral geometry, fur-
nishes to the mental eye ; one turn of the instrument throw-
ing out, * Herod, a most excellent grand master ;" and th

next, perhaps, “ Cataline, Sovereign Inspector General,”™

» The anthor gives notice, that measurcs are taken to secare his right to
thus application of geometirical solutionz to the demonstration of mo-
rad truth, and until the patent is sealed, it seemed good to give only a spe-
cimen of Masomes, showing the value of the sgence ; otherwise he could
have intorested the reader with difficult moral questions, easily solved in

Trigonometry, by the mlo of proportion, or by natural sines, when the

wevossary sidos and angles are given
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" THE BOOK OF THE TRUE LIGHT,

*(The law and the prophets.)  Upon this book we see a
lamb resting, which holds, with one foot advanced, a flag of
triumph, [but on turning to the plate, the figure represents
a lifeless mutton,] the Stekenna, that the Coptic priests re-
garded as the symbol of the resurreetion =

And here 1 pause, follower of the Lamb, inquiring whe-
ther to give circulation to the words of this blasphemy.
The same emblem, a book with a lifcless lamb upon i, is
given in .5 0L * among the emblems of
degree. Nodoubt it is capable of some
moflensive explanation, which is common to the Chapters
ol this country : yet it may do them service to see what
can be exhibited by speechless symbols, which God has not

ordained to teach moral or religious truth, in the mysteries
of a nocturnal soeiety;

The Spartans, by intoxicating their miserable slaves, and
placing the disgusting creatures before the youth, taught
them to abhor intemperance and excess.  Fsprit is intoxi-
cated with hate against “ the Lamb of God that takes oway
the sin of  the_world ;" (John, 1. 20.) against “ the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world.” (Rev. xui. 8.) Truly
it was prophesied of the ever blessed Lotd, * they hated
me without a cause.™ (John, xv, 25.)

And are men tanght by Free Masonry to despise

* Not in this country : no,no.”

But are men tanght by Free Masonry any where ;—for
il she can be brought to do it in Europe, she is not made of
s0 stubborn stufl that she might not be persuaded to do it
even in America;—are they taught, that * the Copiic priests
regarded this emblem, as a symbol of the resurrection,
or regeneration of the Sun, by his victory over the cold,
which he obtains i the sign of the Ram,™ . e. the month of
March? So says the “ Spiril of the Doetrine of Free Ma-
sonry.” (p. 42.)

e e

* The editions of 1816 and 1819 are not within reach; and that of 1896,
to the eredit of American Free Masonry, omits this emblem.
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Hear this emblem explained to the end, and remember,
that one who had seen the Lord and heard his voice, said,
“if any man love not the Lord Jesus Chnist, let him be
anathema, maran-atha ; (1 Cor. xvi. 22.) 1. e. accursed in
the day of judgment,

“ This book could be read among the Jews only by the
priests, because of the allegorics, mysteries, and symbols it
contains, the knowledge of which eould only be obtained
by the study of the seven sciences, figured by the seven
seals, which confined them ; and, in particular, by astrono-
my, represented by the trumphant [hfeless] lamb, which
the book supported. These seven seals, in some rites of
Masonry, have reference to the seven sacraments of Rome:
as also the book of the true light has to the Apocalypse,
which is adorned with a triumphant lamb and seven seals.”
—{ Lisprit du Dogme, Spirit of the Doctrine of Free Ma-
sonriy, p. 43.)

“ This 18 unqualified wickedness ; Free Masonry is a mo-
ral nstitution, keeps the Bible open in the lodge, and sup-
plicates the Deity for the increase of charity ;3 she does not
sanction the impety of Esprit.”

Let the doubter bear in mind, that in presenting these
high claims of Free Masonry to rank as the very taberna-
cleof the tempter upon earth, I ilrmig-.u her at the publjic
bar, and present the accounts of her misdemeanor and in-
fernal practice for her convietion, #f° ewilty, and for her en-
tire acquittal if not guilty : the public have the decision in
their own hands, and the innocent need not tremble.  As
counsel for the commonwealth, I have a rieht, without
cause of reproach, and it is my duty, at the hazard of be-
mg considered negligent, to vary the counts of indictment
in such manner, that the En'ianlri"r. if guilty, shall not esciape
by faultof the pleadings, That she is not unnecessarily ha-
rassed with charges ; that she is not maliciously indicted
without evidence, the wilnesses already called are suffi-
cient to testify,  But most mportant ones remain to be n-
troclueed,
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CHAPTER XL

“ He Uit belisveth on the Sou of God bath the witness in hunself; be
‘st believeth not God, hath made him a liar, booause he believeth not the
vecord that God gave of his Son."—1 Jekn, v. 10

Wk have been furmished by the grand chapter with a
specimen of Free Masonry’s reasoning in support of a doc-
tnine possessing some part of the mighty influence it ought
to possess over those who cordially receive it, viz. the mode
of divine existence expressed by the termn Trinity ; the
reader may find nstruction in observing how she can
also attack that doctrine, and in assisting, punish her
lolly.

She s giving a store of traditional knowledge, all as true
as Free Masonry, with respect to the foreign trade of the
Jews in India and Persia, Greece and Arabia, where they
carried their mysteries and their dogmas, receiving in turn
many opinions before unknown in Judea, * whence sprung,”
she says, “ the sects of the Sadducees, the Herodians, the
fewrned Pharisees, and the virtwous Essengs.”

“ Under these circumstances, the worship of the great
Jehovah, with its mysteries and allegories, was nigh being
destroyed, and even forgotten, by the introduetion of new
systems, and in particular by that of the Trinitarians, which
was introduced from Persin. In that country the sages
adopt the belief of one God, with two clements, li=kt and
darkness."

“To strengthen these false principles brought by the
Jews from Persia, there came from Greece the allegories
and reveries of Plato, by the aid of which that philosopher

o




206  SPIRIT QF THE DO 'RINE OF FREE MASONRY.

had figured his opinions, and which had a great analogy
the Persian innovators’ doctrine of the Trinity. Plato
supposed three personalities, or forins of the ;Ji»-i[m;.-. The
hrst constituted the Supreme, the second the Logos, or
Word, begotten by the first God, the third. the Spirit, ol
soul of the world.”

“ The Trinitarians increased in Judea, and afterward
added to this new dogma the sound doctrine of Jesus
Christ, which was the enemy of every religious dispute,”’—
(Lsprit du Dogme de la F. Magonneriz, pp. 85,86.)

She exhibits several pages of her traditionary lore upon
this subject, without making the slighiest inference from
any part: * Criticg assure us,” she says, * that Jesus never
spoke of the doctrine of the Trnity.” She would seem
to hide her own modest opinion, and, with a bewitching

tirmdity, considering the stores ol her learning, she only
repeats what the eritics say. It is to her usual credit, that
the name she banishes from her devotions, is here quoted
under the authority of the erities, for her own purposes, to
vilify the holy name unto which we are baptized, and sa-
credly dedicated,

Whether supporting the doctrine by the aid of the grand
chapter, and the argument of the three pillars, and of the
three lights of a |lngu, or opposimng 1t by the pretence of its
Persian original, with some Grecian refinement, her ob-
ject is always the same—to heap up contempt against the
Majesty of heaven ; and although the difference in the mo-
tives of her instruments s immense, it is difficult to tell
which serves her best, the profound argument of the pil-
lars, or the affectedly modest insinuations of Esprt.

These are considerations of awful import, not suggested
by enemies of Masonry, but by her pupils and friends.
Messrs. Barruel and Robison, whose honourable names
have for thirty years been the standing butt of reproach
and scandal to eke out a masonic oration, never charged
Free Masonry with greater impiety than is claimed for her

by Esorit. We have seen, that her origin. and her morals.
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and her manners, forbid not his claims, but rather consent
to them. In continuing to show her blasphemies, let the
doubter bear in mind, that in copying them here, I only as-
sent to her claim.

“ The Egyptian priests never believed in the reality of
the assassination of Osiriy, nor that a calf and an onion
could be Gods ; they never believed in the reality of devile,
and of angels, nor in a God who was born, and died, and
rose agan.”—( Esprit du Dogme, p. 32.)

It is worthy of the reader’s notice, that Hutehinson.
with the sanction of the Grand Lodge of England, Smith,
Lawrie, the learned historian of Free Masonry, and many
others, represent Egypt and her priests as largely connect-
ed with Masonry and Esprit, giving the masonic tradition
of what the Egyptian priests did, and did not believe, is
within the record, no brother can call him to order.

(P. 75.) Esprit informs us that the legend of Hiram and

his assassins is a Jewish substitute for the Egyptian repre-
sentation of the murder of Osiris ; and agnin, (p, 77.) that

the legend of Hiram is an allegory of the Saviour; so that
the representation of the death of Hiram is a middle link.
connecting the death of the Cross to the death of Osiris.
Now we see the use of knowing what the Coptic priests be-
lieved with respect to the death of Osiris: and how artfully
our lady insinuates a falsehood, that openly asserted would
fail of all impression, from the notorious character of the as-
serter, “The Egyptian priests never believed in the reality
of the assassination of Osiris ;™ and the legend of Hiram be-
ing an allegory of the death of the cross, and, previously.
the allegory of the death of Osiris, which is the allegory of
a falsehood, the death of the cross becomes no better to
Free Masonry, than the ancient Masons’ Wonn, * which,”
says the Sovereign Inspector General, “ 1s not a word, but
a mere jumble of sounds without meaning.™

“ Neither did the Egyptian priests believe, that a calf or
an onion could be gods;™ she will pawn her word for it
When they bowed down before them in worship, im'ﬁiiing
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their mercy and aid, and offering costly sacrifices, it is plam
they did believe in the divinity of the calf and of the omon,
or in some Free Masonry.

“ They never believed in the reality of devils and of an-
gels,” Next to the denial of the God of revelation, it is
important to the devil to persuade men of his own non-en-
tity : mo devil, no hell, no wicked. This is a doctrine most
fearful, all will allow, in the masonic connexion: neither
did they believe in the reality of angels ; no angel, no
heaven, no God! As men may learn wisdom by observing
the fools, and doing just the contrary way; so they may
learn from the doctrines of Free Masonry, what to shun
and what to hold fast. If she make men perfect without
the help of fear and hope, then our heavenly gudes
will more confidently ply both fear and hope, in the work of
Christian perfection,

“ Neither did they believe in a God who was born, and
died, and rose again ;” saying distinctly in French, what is
only shadowed forth in the English books of eonstitutions:
confessing with the lips, in Europe, the mfidel creed which
18 the rule of her conduct in America.

Men who reject the dectrine of the incarnation, the be-
hef in the reality of devils and of angels, and who strive to
become perfect without the help of fear or hope, are surely
they, who, in making the world, would have made the stur-
dy oak bear the pumpkin, while the acorn should have
hung on the feeble vine; and would have secured to them-
selves, perhaps, four legs, with a broken head for the falling
fruit.

Free Masonry pretends to any thing, good or bad; and
18 believed to be only Deism. But she has great elaims to
be considered, as having taken the next step: it is a won-
der, if she stops short of Atheism. She pretends to be a
great friend to the Deity, to the Unity, and to the God of
the patriarchs; that 15 certain. She mocks at the pﬂtri-
archs, the servants of God ; at the revelation, which in the
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midst of a world sunk in idolatry, singly sustained the doc-
trine of the Unity against every foe ; and her priests donet
believe in the God who was born, and died, and rose again :
that i1s certain ; although the devils believe and tremble.

“ But this is not American Free Masonry."

Can the objector be sure of that! Free Masonry is &
secret : does he know that secret? Men climb to a giddy
height, and yet the thing is beyond them.—Suppose it is
not American, yet it is Free Masonry ; and the day our
lodges are sufficiently trained, to receive the odious impiety
which has gone over France like a flood, that day will make
this mfidelity, American Free Masonry. It is right to know
what fruit she has produced in other ecountries, whether of
doetrine or example, that we may form some reasonable
expectation of the harvest to be reaped from heér unprece-
dented expansion (I will not say growth) in this country.

And what is the harvest we are to expect from her in-
structions in the two thousand lodges of this country, being
once made acquamnted with her falsehood, her doctrine of
temporal expediency, her acknowledged Deism, her per-
fecting men without the aid of fear or hope? In other
countries she has trifled with the holiest rites of religion ;
has burlesqued its sublimest mysterics ; has despised the
blood which was shed for the remission of sins ; and it isin
the character of this people, and not in the character of
Free Masonry, that the same things remain to be done
here,

“ The Word that was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we behold his glory,” says the apostle,* * the glory as
of the only begotten ofthe Father, full of grace and truth,™)
18 uniformly rejected by the Books of Constitutions of our
lodges. Let none attempt to evade this charge, by calling
up to mind the doetrines of the higher degrees. T do not
undertake to say what is tanght in them, but within the two

* Johm, i. 14
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thousand lodges of Master Masons in these States, in all the
lodges of Master Masons in the world, the Books of Con-
stitutions reject “ Chnst, the power of God, and the wisdom
of God.”"*

“The foolishness of God is wiser than men. and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.”t But Free Ma-
sonry, which is less than man, puts forth her Coptic priests
to instruct pupils not to believe in @ God that was born.
presuming to be wiser than the apostles of Immanuel, than
the teachings of the Holy Spirit. “ When the fulness of
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a wo-
man ;"{ and *the sign™ eight centuries before, promised
of God through Isaiah: * Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and call his name Immanuel,”§ was mani-
fested in the coming of “ God with us ;| whose name was
called Jesus, because he should save his people from: their
sing, v

“ Not to believe in a God that died.” Notwithstand-
mg the mspiration of the Almighty speaks in this wise,
*“ Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many,” hav-
ing appeared in the end of the world, “to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself;"** the Lord himself, in glorious
vision, declaring to lus disciple, that had fallen at his feet
as one bereft of life: “ Fear not; I am the Jirst and the
last : I am he that liveth, and was dead, and am alive for
evermore.”'f1

And by his death, * Christ is the end of the law for
nghteousness to every one that believeth ;{7 He who was
glorified with the Father before the world was 334 “ Who is
the image of the invisible God, the first born of every crea-
ture ; (for by Him were all things created. that are in hea-

* 1Cor. i. 24 | Mat. i, 23, i Rev.i. 17 and 15
F Idem, i. 25. ¥ Mat. i. 21. {f Rom. x. 4.
I Gal. iv. 4. “%* Heb. ix, 6. 28, E§ John. xvi. &

o Teminh, vii, 14
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ven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers;
all things were created by him, and for him, and he is be-
fore all things, and by him all things consist;"*) even
“ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for usy’t He it 1 “ in whom we have re-
demption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins,]
He it is by whose agony and death on the cross, “ merey
and truth are met together ; rightecousness and peace have
kissed each other.”§

This is a true mystery; in view ol it we may all pros-
trate ourselves before Him who has given us reason, and its
first dictate, confession to God that we are blind and sin-
ful.

Blind because sinful 3 and, if reason be in her right mind,
her requirement 1s, that we submit our will, our all, to Him
who gave us reason, and who sees the end from the begin-
ning ; knows how to make wrath praise him, and who
chovses the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise § yed, and chooses * things that are not, to bring to

nought the things that are.”

* To whom no high, no low, no great, no small ;
* Who fills, who bounds, connects, and governs all.”

Does the enemy of all truth enlist Free Masonry into the
war with sound doctrine?  Make her pretended mysteries
real teachers of infidelity 7 Introduce her claims to antiqui-
ty for the purpose of contradicting the inspiration and di-
vine origin of the holy seriptures ! And through her absurd
traditions of the priests of calves and leeks, her prephets,
deny the God who died and rose again 7

This conduet puts me in possession of an argument for

—_—— .

EEE——— e i

“ Col. i. 15, 16, 17. $ Cal. i 14.
¢ Gal. . 1% ) Psalme, Ixxxv, 10
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the truth, whach ot were wrong to overlook. The scandal
of some is ighest prasse ; and the secret assaunlt of the ad-
versary once fairly detected, proves to a certainty where lie
the foundations of truth and of holiness,. Having the pre-
mises, to wit, the existence of a spiritual foe, and this con-
duct of Free Masonry, the conclusion is irresistible, that
the point laboriously attempted to be undermined, is of
high import.

And for the accommodation of some, we will in the ar-
gument, refuse with them and with the . Egyptian priests of
Eisprit, to believe in the reality of evil angels : we will only
believe there are very bad men, aiming, like Esprit, by
lalsehood, msinuated and asserted, to corrnpt both male and
female ; to break down the barriers of divine revelation for
the enjoyment of the sweet liberty of unsanetified reason :
the determined assaults of such men, certainly indicate the
citadel of holiness and of truth. In all unholy wars there
are leints ; but a resolute attack, or a secret mine, are only
rade where a principal battery, or a commanding angle of
the fort, may be the reward of the vietors, The argument
s irresistible,

“Not too fast: may they not attack weak points; at-
tempt to enter through a sell’ made breach 7

The weak points of religious faith, my friend, are no
points at all: the enemy will never be careful about them.
Selfl made breaches, to some extent, no doubt there are.

But if this be one,that Immanuel, God with us, died and
rose agam, it can never be filled up; the builder of the for-
tress made it so, and we have only to discharge our part
manfully, to fall, if we must fall, in the very breach,

“ Christ Jesus, being n the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God ; but made himself of no re-
putation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men; and being found in fa-
shion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the crogs.” (Phil. . 6-—9.)

Thigis a true and a wonderful mystery. into which the
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angels desire to look: (1 Pet. i. 12,) a mystery full of im-
port to immortal souls: and Free Masonry dares to insinu-
ate through her pretended Egyptian priests, that this mys-
tery of the gospel is incredible.

“ Go, wondrous Creature ! mount where seience guides,
“ Go, measure earth, weigh air, and state the tides ;—

% Ga, teach eternal wisdom how to rule,

“ Then drop into thyself, and be a fool 1™

But the apostle’s exclamation is to the point: * without
controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels,
preached to the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received
up into glory.”™ (1 Tan. iii. 16.)

CHAPTER XLIV,

Abbé Barruel and Professor Robison.

“ Whom will the Lord permit to dwell
* Near to his throne of grace:"

*The men that walk in pious wiys,
“ That work with righteous hands;
“ That trust their Maker's promises,
“ And follow his commanda;
“That speak the meaning of their heart,
* Nor slander with their tongue;
“ Will scarce believe an ill report,
“ Or do their neighbour wrong.”

This work commenced with the consideration of some
ancient pretensions of Free Masonry ; with a view of her

X
4
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Book ot Constitutions, and her emiblemns. i next discuss-
ed her scientific clums in the fellow craft’s degree, and
then the faithfuloess of her tradition in her sublime degree
of Master Mason ; and gave a summary view of her con-
tradictions, and arts, and absurdities within the lodges, with
the royal arch for the climax,

A l"|:'liHI trmnpr-h-d [|1I‘nllgh |'H-r chosen works, and hi.
her numerous orators, to be the teacher of religion mnun.i:'
the arts, has attracted our notice, and the manner in which
she has performed that part of her duty through the Grand
Chaplain and the Grand Chapter of New-York, has been
fully examined.- What has followed since that, I leave to
the recollection of the reader.,

“Is it, therefore, to be supposed that the Free Masonry
of our country, our lodges, grand lodges, &c. aim at the
diffusion of infidelity 7 I believe no such thing, Thisage
and country eould not bear it,  But if the r=mp!ir.1r:.~:s of Free
Masonry has been in other countries, and in other times,
filled to the brim with all that is hostile to revelation. and to
sound principles, it will be no recommendation to its gene-
ral use here ; better throw it away, as & vessel more used to
dishonour, than to honour, whatever it might have been
made for. |

Not to multiply words, it is my objeet in this work
to lay before the publie, facts and authonties - illustra-
tive of the nature of Free Masonry, and its capacity for
abuse. My quotations have beea, hitherto, almost con-
fined to the writers who are admirers of Free Mason-
ry.. l from their statements, the reader s ready to be
pravoked with its ndiculous vanity, and excessive ostenta-
tion, he may prepare to be lurther disgusted with the impie-
ty and fﬂll_}r which remains to be discovered. [t does nol

concern the writer what inferences men draw from the cha-
racter of these documents. It is his duty to put them in
these pages; let the reader judge. I it seem unfriendly to
the great masonic body of our country, that is wrong : f
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am not uniriendly. Having entered the lodge in pursuit of
light, and finding none, is it unkind to be instrumental of
sending a ray there ?

% Perhaps the writer is the blind man, who supposes the
rest of mankind to have lost their vision, while he himsell
sees clearly 17

Once it might have been so feared, but times have
changed. Many doubt the excellence of Masonry, who,
not long since, were partially attached to it, und they will
be glad to see what will settle their doubts.

Messrs. Barruel and Robison wrole at the same era,
without mutual consultation, not having the same sources
of information, one a French clergyman, the other a Scot-
tish professor, and both Free Masons. They came, with
manifest reluctance, both to the same conclusion: that
there then existed a conspiracy against all government and
religion ; that this was mighty through the false guise it as-
sumed, and that a principal instrument of its operations
was Free Masonry, especially the higher degrees.

Perhaps these were very foolish men, Messrs. B. and R.,
but surely they were learned men, candid men, lovers of
their country, who had a reverence for truth and religion.
They give the reasons of their opinions ; they quote their
authorities, naming the author and page, like honest peo-
ple; they both had a wish to rescue British Masonry from
the condemnation and fellowship of continental Masonry,
and appear to be sincerely actuated with the desire of doing
good, by giving their labours to the public.

Nevertheless, for thirty years last past, their honoured
names, through the influence of Free Muasonry, have been
made to stand for every thing that is bnse ; and =0 far was
even the writer of this article earried away by the flood
of vituperation poured after Barruel and Robison, (it is
with shame, and grief, and indignation, I confess it,) that
their title-pages were fearful to him ; that wishing calmly
and candidly to investigate the character of Free Masonry,
he refused, for months, while in the investigation, to call for
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their volumes, lest the purity of truth, in its sources, might
be contaminated with the streams of falsehood ; and it was
not until an advanced stage of the inquiry made him bold,
that he ventured to drink at their fountains ; professor Ro-
bison’s work never coming into his hands until December,
1827, and the Abbé Barruel's, then the first time for peru-
sal; and he was astonished to find they show a manifest
tenderness toward Free Masonry, levelling their shafis
mainly at her abuses in the |':i;__f|ﬂs!‘ degrees. Then was re-
membered the proverb of the spaniel, which no respect for
Free Masonry prevents repeating here.

Oh, it should make one weep to know how the pure mo-
tives of these men have been blackened ; how the arduous
labours of these patriotic men have been calummated ;
how these honourable names have been slandered by ho-
nourable men 5 these learned names have been traduced by
learned men, and these pious names have been depreciated
h}' pious men ; that the upright have often been constrained
to number them with the offscouring of the earth,

“ And what has persuaded just men to do so foul wicked-
ness (7

My reader, withoul malice, it is Free Masonry ; it is Free
Masonry who has jaundiced the eyes, has dipped the ar-
rows in gall, and sent them in flights that have darkened
heaven.

Rejoice over her, ye nghteous! Be glad, Barruel and
Robison ! faithful servants of your gencration ; let your
hearts exult upon earth ; your pure spirits trivmph, if mar-
tyrs to the truth, ye have ascended to heaven! Your adver-
sary 18 brought low ; the sun of Free Masonry declines in

the west, and soon your names shall shine; and shine for
ever, beautiful stars in the firmament of truth !

‘T'he reader shall have a taste of theirstyle. In testifying
upon this subject, the Abbe will begin, and he shall :sjmnk
for himself.  One entire chapter from his work, treating of
the higher degrees of Masonry, will serve to declare his opi-
mon, and to exhibit his interesting manner and amiable
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spirit. . He will say some things not relevant to the Mason-
ry of this country ; something which the wickedness of “ the
reign of terror™ could better justify ; but let him not be in-
terrupted or despised. He is not a man to declare, as un-
deniably true, what he knows to be a gross error:* nor to
mistake Free Masonry for evangelical truth.

CHAPTER XLV.

* The world is in pain
* Our secrels Lo gain,
* And still let them wonder and gaze on;
“ They ne'er ean divine
“ The word or the sign,
“ (0 a Free and an Accepted Mason ;

& "Tis this and ‘tis that,
“ They cannot tell what,
“ ivor why the greal men of the nation
“ Showld aprons pul on,
“ And make thomsolyves ano
“ Witha Free and an Acvepted Mason,”—Old Song,

Abbé Barruel's Memoirs of Jacobinism, vol. ii. p. 152.

Cuar, 1x.—* During the last twenty years it was diffi-
cult, especially in Paris, to meet persons who did not be-

* Bovereign inspector general; tradition of the master's degree, p. 97
of this volume,




s ABBE BARRCEL

long to the society of Pl'l:lillrlrj'. I was acquainted with
many, and some Were my intimate friends. These. with
all that zeal common to young adepts, frequently pressed
me to become one of their brotherhood.  As | constantly
refused, they undertook to enrol me, notwithstanding my
refusal. The plan settled, I was invited to dinner at a
friend’s house, and was the only profane in the midst of a
large party of Masons. Dinner over, and the servants or-
dered to withdraw, it was proposed to form themselves into
a lodge, and to initiate me, | persisted in iy refusal, and
particularly refused Lo take the oath of Keeping a secret,
the very object of which was unknown to me. They dis-
pensed with the oath, but 1 still refused. They became
more pressing, telling me that Masonry was perfectly inno-
cent, and that its morilily was unobjeetionable : in reply, |
asked whether it was better than the Gospel.  They only
answered by forming themselves into a lodge, when began
all those grimaces and childish ceremonies which are de-
scribed in hooks of Masonry, such as Juchin and Boa:.*
I attempted to make my escape, but in vain; the apart-
ment was very extensive, the house in a retired situation.
the servants in the secret, and all the doors locked.t T am
questioned, and answer most of the questions laughing, |
am recewed apprentice, and, immediately aflter, fellow cralt.
Having received these two degrees. T was mformed that g
1]iild wias Lo ]:-l' | nu!i-rrl'-! on me, Un [f.-:; ] am Plr.'HElrn'!f-:I
mto a large room. There the scene changes, and takes a
more sernous appearance. And though they dispensed
with my undergoing all the more toilsome tests, they, never

Murr,_l_nu'ﬂ b #aiid Lo L 4.l-4.‘!'. A second gdtitzon of 1.:'.--*.

% Trusty brother, tuke care: &f ov i-tlroppors bews re
“ "Tis 0 Jusl and o sclomn oceasion .

* Give the word and the blow, that workmen may know,

* Thete's ona aslkis 1o be made a Froo Mason,™
Book of Conatitulions, &c. p. 258,
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theless, were not sparing in a wultitude of tircsome and in-
significant questions.

“ On finding myself’ obliged to go through this fﬂ.rﬂE,
had taken care to say, that since they had cut off every
means of retreat, I was foreed to submit 3 but that if 1 per-
ceived any thing, either against honour or conseience, they
should soon find with whom they had to deal.

“ As.yet I had only perceived a mere childish play and
burlesque ceremonies, in spite of all the gravity which the
brethren aflected : but | had given no offence by any of my
answers. At length the® venerable, with the utmost gra-
vity, put the following question : * Brother, are you disposed
to exceute all the orders of the grand master, though you
were to receive contrary orders from a king, an emperor,
or any other sovereign whatever?” My answer was, * Neo.’
—* What, no,’ replies the venerable with surpnse! “ Are
you only entered among us to betray ourseerets!  Would
vou hesitate between the interests of Masonry, and those
of the profane? You are not aware, then, that there is
not one of our swords but is ready to pierce the heart of a
traitor.” Notwithstanding the gravity with which this
question was put, and the menaces which accompanied it, 1
could not persnade myself that he was in earnest ; but 1
still continued to answer in the negative, and replied, as
may easily be imagined, * that it was rather extraordinary
to suppose that 1, who had only been brought in by force,
could ever have come there in order to betray the seerets of
Masonry. You talk of secrets, and you have told me none.
If; in order to be initiated, I must promise to obey a man
that I know not, and if' the interests of Masonry can be a
bar to any part of my duty, good day to you, gentlemen,

* The most worshipfol master. All this scone shows the licentiousness
of Fronch Masonry ; but they used it for its worth ; the game of the gay,
and the tool of the seifish.
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[tis not too late as yel. | know nothing of your mysienes.
nor do | wish to know more of them.®

“This answer did not disconcert the venerable in the least,
and he continued to act his part perfectly well; he pressed
me more earnestly, and renewed his threats. 1 certainly
believed the whole tobe a farce : but even in joke 1 would
not promise obedience to their grand master, especially on
the supposition that his commands could ever be contrary
to those of the sovereign. 1 replied once more, * Gentle-
men, or brethren, 1 told you before, that il there was any
thing in your games, either against honour or conscieénce,
you should learn whom you had to deal with., We are now
come to the point,  You may do what you please with me,
but you shall never make me assent to such a proposition ;
and once more I say, no,”  Every one kept the most pro-
found silence, except the venerable, though they were much
amuscd with the scene,

“ It at length grew more serious between the venerable
and me. He would not give up the point; and, renewing
his question over and over again, he was in hopes, by tiring
my patience, to extort a Yes. At length I found myself
quite wearied out, I was blindfelded. 1 tore off the bau-
dage, threw it upon the ground, and stamping my foot,
called out No, with every sign of impatience. Immedidte-
ly the whole lodge clap ther hands in sign of applanse,
and the venerable comphiments me on my constancy.—
*Such are the men for us, men of resolution and ecourage,’
—* What," said I, *men of resolution! And how ma-
ny do you find who resist your threats! You, your-
selves, gentlemen, have not you all said Yes to this ques-
tion; and if you have said it, how s 1t possible that you
can persuade me that your mystenes contain pothing

againdt honour or conscience °

“The tone | assumed had thrown the lodge mto confusion.
The brethren surrounded me, telling me I had taken things
too much in earnest, and in too literal a sense : that they
never had pretended to engage in any thing contrary to the
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duties of every true Frenchman, and that m spite of all my
vesistance, | should nevertheless be admitted. The vene.
rable soon restored order with a few strokes of his mallet,
He then informed me that I was passed to the degree of
Master, adding, that if the secret was not given o me, it
was only because a‘more regular lodge, and held with the
ordinary ceremonies, was necessary on such an occasion,
In the mean while he gave me the signs and the pass-words
for the third degree, as he had done for the other two.*
This was sufficient to enable me to be admitted into a re-
gular lodge, and now we were all brethren.  As for me, 1
had been metamorphosed into apprentice, fellow-craft, and
master, in one evening, without having ever dreamt of it n
the morning.

“1 was too well acquainted with those whohad received
me, not to beheve their protestation sincere, when they de-
clared that they had never pretended to engage in any thing
contrary to their duty. And in justice I am bound to de-
clare, that, excepting the venerable, who turned out a vio-
lent Jacobin, they all showed themselves loyal subjects ai
the Revolution. I promised to be present at a regular mee-
ing, provided the oath was never mentioned to me.  They
promised that it never should be insisted on, and they kept
their word.  They only requested that I would inscribe my
name on the list, that-it might be sent to the Grand Lodge
of the East.. T refused again, and asked time to consider
of it; and when I had sufficiently attended to see what
these lodges were, I retired, without even consenting to in-
seribe my name.

“On my first appearance in a regular lodge, I was quit
for a fine speech on Masonry, of which I know but little ar

i .

¥ 4 Here's words, and here's signs, and heres problems and lines.
“ And here's room too for decp speculation ;
“ Here virtue and truth [!!] are taught 1o the youth,
* When firet he's called up to a Mason.”

Roek of Cmifhruﬁpm o Maps. ed. 1792 p, 358
10 )
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that time, s0 dwelt chiefly upon fraternity, and on the plea-
sure of living with brethren,

*“They had agreed on that day to receive an apprentice,
who was to have the secret given him with all the ordinary
forms, in order that I might learn it, though only aspecta
tor. It would be useless to swell this chapter by describing
the ceremonial and the trials on such occasions. In the
first degrees, they appear to be nothing more than childish
play. 1 may refer my readers to the Key of Masonry, (La
Clef de M:-ug-m.-g} or to the I'ree Masons’ [Iutm:hisu-l.r and
some other books of the sort, which are perfectly exact as
to the ceremonial of the three degrees, which 1 received,
and saw conferred upon others, excepting in some small
points of no consequence.®

“The grand object for me was to learn the famous secre!
of Masonry., “T'he moment at length comes when the pos-
talant is ordered to approach nearer to the venerable.
Then the brethren who had been armed with swords for
the oceagion, drawing up in two lines, held their swords ele-
vated, leaning the points toward each other, and formed
what, in Masonry, s called the arch of steel. 'The candi-
date passes under this arch to a sort of altar, elevated on
two steps, at the farthest end of the lodge. The master,
seated man arm chair, or a sort of throne, behind this aljar.
pronounced a long discourse on the mviolability of the se-
cret which was to be inparted, and on the danger of break-
ing the oath which the candidate was going to take. He
pointed to the naked swords, which were always ready to

“ & Hail, mystic art ! by heaven demened
“To cultivals and cheer the mind :
““ Thy vecrots are to all unknown.
't But Masons just and true alone

Chorus, ¥ Then let us all their praises sing,
“* Follows to peasant, prince, or king.”
Mook of Conafifutions of Mass. ed. 1792, p, 272
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pigrce the breast of the trantor, and declared to him that it
was impossible to escape their vengeance. The candidage
then swears, * that rather than betray the secret, he con-
sents to have his head cut off, his heart and entrails torn
out, and his ashes cast before the wind," Having taken
the oath, the master said the following werds to him, whiel
the reader may easily conceive have not escaped-my memo-
ry, as I had expected them with so much imputience, * My
dear brother, the secret of Masonry consists in these words,
Liberty and Fquality: all men are free and equal: all
men are brethren.’ . 'The master did not utter another sylla-
ble, and every body embraced the new brother, equal and
free. 'The lodge broke up, and we gaily adjourned to a
masonic repast.

“1 was so far from suspecting any further meaning in
this famous secret, that I could scarcely refrain from burst-
ing nto a fit of laughter on hearing it ; and with the greai-
ost simplicity, told those who had introduced me, if thal.
was all their secret, I had known it a long time.* |

* And certainly there was no oceasion for being a mason,
to learn that man is not bomn for slavery, but to enjoy a
true liberty, under the empire of the laws; or if they un-
derstand by equality, that as we are the children of one
common parent, the creatures of the same God, we are to
love and help each other as brethren ; such truths certainly
are better taught in the gospel, than by the childish rites of
Masonry. I must say, that thongh the lodge was nume-
rously attended, I did not see a single craftsman who gave
any other interpretation to this famous secret. The reader
will see that it was necessary to go through many other de-
grees, before they were initiated into a very different liberty

“ The Abbé's surprise and mirth at fhe secrel ure perfectly natural; ye
timt adopted by the French was so much added to our Free Masonry,
They desired to bave a seeret; and Free Masonry furnishing none except
ts senseless words and pass words, it would seem that the pelitical refoym.
ors of France artfully seized upon this: « Liberty and Equality.™
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and equality ; and even that many who rose (o lugher de-
grees, were never mtiated into the ultimate sense of then
famous sceret.

“ Let not people be surprised that English Masonry should
be chiefly composed of good and loyal subjects, whose
main object is mutually to help each other on the prine:
ples of equality, which with them s nothing more than fra-
ternity. Few English craftsmen are acquainted with more
than the three first degrees already mentioned ; and the
reader may rest assured, that with the exception of the im-
prudent question® on obedience to the grand master of the
order, there s nothing which can render the secret dan-
gerous, were it not for the Jacobin interpretation. The
English good. sense has banished such an explanation, I
have even heard of a résolution taken by seme of the chiel
eraftsmen, of rejecting all those who might seek to intro-
duce the revolutionary liberty among them. 1 have read
most excellent discourses and lectures.on the aveiding of
abuses in the history of Magonry. I have there seen the
grand master telling the brethren, that the true equality of
the craft does not authorize the brother, when out of the
lodge, to derogate from that respect and deference due to
the rank which any person bears in the world, or their dif-
ferent political degrees and titles. 1 have also remarked,
in the secret mstructions of the grand master, many excel-
lent Jectures, to coaciliate the lhiberty and equality of the
craft with fidelity and submission to the laws, in short, with
all the duties of a loyal subject.

“ Hence it arises, that though the English have every thing
in commaon with the eraft of other nations, as far as the de-
gree of master inclusive ; though they have the same se-
cret,! the same word, and the same signs to know each
other by, vet as they generally stop at this degree, they

— =

* That is a question not put in the lodges of America.
t Do the lodges of England génerally use * Liberty and Equality” for
their secret? 1 had supposed this originated m revolutionary France.
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never are initiated into the grand mysteries, or we should,
perhaps, be more correct, if we said they had rejected
them. They have found means of purifying Masonry.
We shall soon see how little grand mysteries could agree
with the character of a nation which has given so many
proofs of its wisdom.*™®

CHAPTER XLVL

Abbe Barruel’s Memoirs of Jacobinism, vol. n. p. 158,
Of the Grand Mpysteries, or Secrets of the Occult

Lodges.

* We comprehend, under the designation of ocenlt lodges.
or the higher degrees of Masonry, all Free Masons in
general, who, afier having passed the first three dégreﬁs ol
apprentice, fellow craft, and master, show sufficient zeal to
be admitted into the higher degrees, where the veil is rent
asunder, where emblematical and allegorical figures are
thrown aside, and where the two-fold principle of liberty
and equality is unequivocally explained by war against

= == - —_— - — — =

—

* The Abbé wrote in London, and felt grateful for English hospitality
to himsell and to his fellow exiles '
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Christ and fus altars, war against kings and thewr thrones ! !1*

In demonstrating that such is the result of the grand myste-
ries of the craft, it will not be the want, but the  multiph-
city of proofk, that will embarrass us. These alone would
fill a large volume, and we wish to comprise them in this
chapter. T'he reader will at least dispense with the em-
blems, oaths, ceremonies, and trials, which are peculiar to
cach of these higher degrees. To show their last object.
and to develope their doctrine, is the essential point, and
what we shall always have in view. We shall begin by ge-
neral observations, which will enable the reader to follow
these mysteries more accurately, according as they are ex-
plained.

“ Notwithstanding that in the first degrees of Masonry
every thing appears to partake of puerile mventions, they,
nevertheless, contain many things which the sect have
thrown out, merely to observe the impression which they
made on the young adepts, and to judge from thence to
what lengths they may be led.

“ 1st, It declares the grand objeet it has in view, to be at
one tme the raising of temples to virtue, and the exeava-
ting dungeons for vice; atanother, to bring the adepts to
light, and deliver them from the darkness with which the
profane are encompassed, and by the profane are under-
stood the remainder of the universe. This promise is con-
tamed n the first Catechisim of the eraft., and none will
deny it. Nevertheless, this promise alone sufficiently indi-
cates that the craft acknowledge a morality, and teach «
doetrine which brands Christ and his Gospel with error and

darkness,
“2d. The masonic and Christian era do not coineide,

* The use made of Masonry to disseminate the doctrines whose practi-
cal results wore mournfully exhibited in the Freneh revolution, justify this
extraordinary language, ne applied, at that day, to the leaders of Froench
Mnsonry,
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The year of light dates with them from the first days of
the creation. This, ‘again, is what no Mason will deny.
But this custom clearly demonstrates that their lights, their
morality, and their religions doctrines, are anterior to the
livangelical Revelation, or even to Moses and’ the pro-
phets; they will, in short, be, whatever incredulity may
please to style’ the Religion of Nature.

“3d. In the masonic language, all their lodges are but one
temple representing the whole aniverse ; the temple which
extends from the eastto the west, [from the south to the
north. They admit into this temple, with equal indiffe-
rence, the Christian or the Jew, the Turk or the idolator
in fine, without distinction of sect or religion. Al equally
hehold the light, all learn the science of virtue, of real hap-
piness, and all may remain members of the craft, and rise
 its degrees up to that where they are taught, that all
religious tenets are but errors and prejudices, Though
many Masons may view this re-union in no ‘ether light than
that of universal charity and benevolence, which ought to
extend to all mankind, whether Jew, Gentile, Idolator, or
Chnistian, it is, nevertheless, much to be feared, that this re-
union of error and falsehood, only tends to infuse an indif:
lerence for all religious tenets into the mind of the adepts,
asa preparatory step fo the denial of all, in the higher de-
grees.

“dth. Itis always under the most dreadful oaths of secre-
¢y, that the Free Masons communicate their pretended
lights, or their art of building temples to virtue, and dun-
geons for vice. When both truth and virtue had every
thing to fear from the reigning tyrants, it may be conceived
that they taught their lessons in private ; but, so far from
exacting an oath of secrecy, they condemned silence as eri-
munal, when their lessons could be made public, and com-
manded thit what had been learned under the shadow of the
night, should be preached openly at noon day. Either the
doctrines of the eraft are conformable to the laws of Chrie.
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tianity, to the peace of states, and conducive 1o virtue and
happiness ; (and then what has it had to fear from kings
and pontiffs since Christianity was established 1) or, their
pretended. seience is i opposition to the religion and the
laws of the Christian world, (and then we have only to say,
that the evil-doer seeks to hide himself.)

« 5th. Most certainly the Free Masons do not make a se-
cret of what is prasseworthy in ther association. [t 18 not
that fraternal affection for theiwr neighlmml which they hide,
and which they only have in common with every religious
observer of the gospel. Neither do they make a secret of
the sweets of that convivial equality which accompanies
their meetings, and their fraternal repasts, On the contra-
ry, they are perpetually extolling their benevolence, and
nobody is ignorant of the conviviality of their entertain-
ments,  'Their seeret must, therefore, contamn something
widely different from this fraternity, and something less in-
nocent than the mirth of the masonic table,

“ Buch langnage, in general, might have been held to all
masons; such reasonings might iave made them suspect that
the higher degrees of their association contamed mysteries,
which it was far more interested in hiding, than their fra-
ternity, their signs, and pass-words.

“ That affected secrecy on the first principles of Masonry,
liberty and equality, the oath never to reveal that such was
the basis of the doetrines, premised that there existed such
an l_-.‘q.'i:filll.'llilrll of these words, as the sect was mterested n
hiding, both from the state and church. And in reality it
was to attain 1o'this explanation of the last mysteries, tha

so many trials, oaths, and degrees, were necessary.

“To convinee the reader how much these surmises are
realized in the oceult lodges, it is necessary for us to go
back to the degree of master, and relate. the allegorical
story, of which the suceessive explanations and mferpreta-
tions form the profound mysteries of the Ingher degrees.

“ In this degree of master Mason. the lodge is hung poyainil
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with black. Inthe middle is a coflin covered with a pall ;
the brethren standing round it in attitudes denoting sorrow
and revenge.* When the new adept is admitted, the mas-
ter relates to him the following history or fable.

“ Adoniram? presided over the payment of the workmen
who were building the temple by Solomon’s orders. They
were three thousand workmen, That each one might re-
ceive his due, Adoniram divided them into three classes.
apprentices, fellow-erafis, and masters. He intrusted each
class with o word, signs, and a grip, by which they might be
recognised. KEach class was to preserve the greatest se-
crecy as to these signs and words. Three of the fellow-
crafis, wishing to know the word, und by that means
obtain the salary of master, hid themselves in the tem-
ple, and each posted himself at a different gate. At the
usual time, when Adoniram came to shut the gates of the
temple, the first of the three met him, and demanded the
word of the masters: Adoniram refused to give it, and re-
ceived a violent blow with a stick on his head. He flies to
another gate, is met, challenged, and treated in a similar
manner by the second : flying to the third door, he is killed
by the fellow-craft posted there, on his refusing to betray
the word. His assassins buried hun under a heap of rub-
bish, and marked the spot with a branch of Acacia.

“ Adoniram’s absence gave great uneasiness to Solomon
and the masters. He is sought for every where ; at length

- — .
SR —

* This isnot the manner of American lodges gonerally ; but that isne
ronson why it may not have been the manner of the French. The whole
strength of the degree liesin its effect on the mind of the candidate: the
room dressed in mourning would strengthien that which is weak at the best.

1 The hasty spirit may be ready here to trinmph in the error of the Abbé ;
but ho was a shrewd man, and an observing Mason. It is not easy to find
him mistaken in a fact. The French lodges vary from ours in many par-
ticulars ; and the Abbé represents them as using this name in common
with that of Hiram, to exemplify the doctrines of the third degree. 8o
does Webb in the ineffable degrees.—Frer Masons™ Monitor, part ii. e. 1.
1801,

37
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one of the masters discovers the corpse, and, taking it by
the finger, the finger parted from the hand; he took it by
the wrist, and it parted from the arm : when the master, in
astonishment, eried out Mac Benac, which the craft inter-
prets by * the flesh parts from the bones.

* Lest Adoniram should have revealed the word, the mas-
ters convened and agreed to change it, and to substitute
the words Muc Benac i* saered words, that Free Masons
dure not prenounce out of the lodges, and there each only
pronounces one syllable, leaviug his neighbour to pronounce
the other,

“The history finished, the adept is informed, that the
object of the degree he has just received is 1o tecover the
word lost by the death of Adoniram, and to revenge this
martyr of the masonic secrecy, The generality of Mu-
song, looking upon this history as no more than a firble, and
the ceremonies as pucrile, give themselves very little trou.
ble in searching farther into these mysteries.

* These sports, however, assume a more sérious aspect
when we arrive at the degree of eleet,  This de-
gree 18 subdivided into two parts; the first has the re-
venging of Adoniram for its abject, the other, to recover the
word, or rather the sacred doctrine which it expressed, and
which has been lost, .

“In this degree of elect; all the brethren appear dressed
i black, wearing a breast-piece on the lefi side. on whicly
5 embroidered a death’s head, a bone, and a poniard, en-
circled by the motto of conguer or die.  'The same motto
is embroidered on a ribbon which they wear in saltier,
Every thing breathes death and revenge. The candidate
1 led into the lodge blind-folded, with bloody gloves on his
hands. An adept, with a poniard in his hand, threatens to

* This is the ward of the anciongs.

t Dalcho gives two degrees of elect.  One, Flect Knights of 9, the other
of 15 and a third, eallod Sublime Knight Elected,
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run him through the heart for the crime with which he is
accused.  After various frights, he obtains his life, on cond;-
tion that he will revenge the father of Masonry in the death
of his assassin, He is shown to a durk cavern. He is to pe-
netrate into it, and they call to lim, strike all that shall op-
pose you; enter, defend yourself, and avenge our master ;
at that price you shall receive the degree of elect. A
poniard in his right hand, a lamp in his left, he proceeds; a
phantom opposes his passage, he hears the same voice re-
peat, strike, avenge Hiram, there is his assassin. He strikes,
and the blood flows. Strike off lus head, the voice repeats,
and the head of the corpse is lying at his feet.  He seizes it
by the hair,* and triumphantly carries it back, as a proof of
his victory's shows it to each of the brethren, and is judged
worthy of a new degree.

“1 have questioned divers Masons whether this appren-
ticeship to ferocity and murder had never given them the
idea, that the head to be cut off’ was that of kings, and they
candidly owned, that the idea had never struck them until
the revolution had convinced them of the fact.}

* The reader may easily conceive, that this corpse is no more than a
mavnikin containing bladders full of hland.

+ Observations on the degree of elected knighte.— Webb's Monitor, New-
York, A.D. 1802, p. 236. Degree of Dalcho, No. 9. Of F. M. L. No. 19.
on the list of degrees.

“ The masier reprosents Solomon seatod in the cast with a table before
liim eovered with black. ~ All the brethren wust be dressed in bluck, and their
hats flapped, with a broad black ribbon from the left shoulder to the rvight
hip,on the lower part of which are nine red roses, four on ench side, and
one at the bottom, to which is suspended a poniard. The aprone are white,
lined with black, speckled with blood ; on the flap & bloody arm, with o
poniard, and on the area a bloody arm, holding by the hair a bleody head.”
[Daughter of the night! what is next?]

« Near to the lodge is a small, dark place, representing a cavern, in whicly
is placed a lamp, a place representing a spring with a basin to hold water,
and & table on which are laid a poniard, and a representation of a bloody
head, as just severed from the body. Near the tabla a large stone to sit
on, and below the lamp, in capital letiors, vesorasce."—FPide Abduction
of Willuam Morgan,
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“ It was the same with respect to the religious part of thns
degree, where the adept is at once pontiff and sacrificer
with the rest of the brethren. Vested in the ornaments of
the priesthood, they offer bread and wine,* according to the
order of Melchisedee. The secret object of this eeremony
is to re-establish religious equality, and to exhibit all men
equally priests and pontifis; to recall the brethren to natural
religion, and to persuade them that the religion of Moses,
and of Christ, had violated religious Liberty and equality by
the distinction of priests and laty. It was the revolution
again which opened the eyes ol many of the adepts; who
then owned that they had been dupes to this unpiety, as
they had been to the regicide essay in the former part.|

* W Tho Most Perfect thon presents the eandidate with bread and wine,
snying, vat of this bread with me, and drink of the same cup,” &e.—F. M.
Monitor, 1602, p. 263,

+ “ Were wo less rigorous as to our proofs, we should treal inthis place of
the degree callod the Knights of the Sun. But we are only acquainted
with it through the mediom of the Voile Levé, (the veil raised up,) o work
of the Abbé Le Frane, certainly a man of the greatest virtue and un-
doubtod veracity, and one of those Ecclesiastics, who preferred falling
undor the butchering poniards of the Septembrizers, to betraying their re-
ligion. Put this author has neglected to inform us from what sources hie
had drawn hisv documents on the Masonie degrees. Beside, we can re-
mark, that he was not sufficiently acquainted with the origin of Masonry
which he only traces back to SBocinus. His knowledge alse of the Beotch
degrees, appears to have been acquired from inaccurate translations, which
our French authors had vitiated, according to their respective purposes,

“ On the other side, we know for certain, that this degree of Knight of the
Sun, [28th of Dalcho,] is a modern creation. Its aunthor is to be known
by his Teutonic style. If we are to believe what we have been'told, it owes
its origin to one of those philosophists of very high life, who was too much
attached to the high rank which he enjoyed, to adopt any other equality,
than that which applied to the Masonic feasis and their impiety. And
nothing is to be found in this degree, which militates against the throne.
It is much too perspicuous for many Masons, who would have been dis-
gusted with any thing but emblematical figures, susceptible of various ex-
planations. Neverthuless, we were acquainted with several of these
Knights of the Sun in France. This degree was only given to such of the
ndepta whose impiety was unequivocal. It was rathier a degree of modern
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“ T'hese mysteries are not sufficiently explained in the de-
gree of elect for all to comprehend them. The generality
of Masons imtiated in this degree, give themselves little

philosophism, than of ancient Masonry. Under that point of view it i#
waorthy of notice; but we only give the following aceount, as an extract
from the Abbé Le Frane's work.

“* When initiated into this higher degree, it was nolonger possible for the
adept to diesemble with himself how incompatible the Masonic code was
with the slightest remnant of Christinnity. Here the master of the lodge
i styled Adam, whilst the introducer takes the name of Feritas, (Truth.)
The following are part of the lectures which brother Ferifas repeats to the
new adept, while recapitulating all the allegories which he has seen in the
former parts of Masonry.—[See Robisan’s Proofs of a Censpiracy, pp. 34.
101. 125.] “ Learn, in the first place, that the three implements with which
you have been made acquainted, the Bible, the Compasses;and the Square,
have a socret signification unknown to you. By the Bible, you are to un-
derstand, that you are to acknowledge no other law than that of Adam,
the law which the Almighty hud engraved on his heart, and that is what is
called the Law or Narume, The Compusses recall to your mind that
Giod is the central point of every thing, from which every thing is equally
distant, and to which every thing is equally near. By the Square we learn,
that -od has made every thing equal. The Cubic Stone, that all your ac-
tions are equal with respect to the sovereign good. The death of Hiram, and
the change of the master’s word, teach you, that it is difficult to eecape the
saares of ignorance, but that it is your doty to show the same courage ss
our masier Hiram, who suffered himsell to be massacred, rather than
hearken to the persuasions of his assassins.’

“ The most essential part of this diseourse, is the explanation which bro-
ther Feritar gives of the degree of Elect, Amongst others we read the
following lines :

Wi you ask me what are the necessary qualitios to enable a Mason to
arrive at the centre of real perfoction ! 1 shall answer, that in order to attain
ity he must have erushed the head of the serpent of worldly ignoranee, and
hnve east off those prejudices of youlh concerning the mysteries of the pre-
dominant religion of his native country. Al religious worship being only
wnwented, in hopes of acquiring power, and lo gain precedency among mes :
and by a sloth which covets, wnder the faise pretence of piety, its neighbewr's
riches ; in fine, by gluttony, the danghter of hypoerisy, who, straining eve-
ry nerve 1o restrain the carnal senses of those who possess riches perpe-
tually offer to them, on the altar of their hoarts, holocansts, which voluptu-
ousness, luxury, and perjury, have procured for them. This, my dear bro-
ther, is what you have to combat, such is the monster you have to crush
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trouble to understand the real signification of them: and
as long as they have any sentiments of religion, or attach-
ment to their prince, they reject with indignation, all inter-
pretations which militate against either. Many of them are
disgusted with the Inuiﬂpliﬁity of trials, and are content to
remain in the inferior degrees, which suffice to give them
the title of Masons, admit them to all masonic repasts, and
even entitle them to the alms and benefactions which the
lodges bestow on their indigent brethren, Those whose
zeal 18 not cooled by this multipheity of trials, are generally
admitted from the degree of master, or from that of eleet,
to the three Scotch degrees. We shall not seek for the
history and tendency of these three degrees in books which
have been written to diseredit the craft. The German
adept who translated them into his language for the in-
struction of his brethren, is one of the most zealous knights
for the doctrine therein contamed. His whole genius is
exerted in their defence, nor could we follow a more unex-
ceptionable author, His objeet was to infuse light into
his brethren; and we, profane beings, may draw the fol-

under the emblem of the sorpont. N e o fadhful representalion of thal
wliieh the ywnorand relpar adare under he name of religion. '

%t [t was the profane and timid Abiram, who, transformed by a fanali
seal tntoa fool af the monkish and relicious rules, struek the first blows on
the breast of our father Hiram ; that is to say, who sapped the foundations
of the celestial temple, which the Everxar had himself erected upon earth
to sublime virtue,

“ i The firet age of the world witnessed what | assert. The most smple
law of nature rendered our first fathers the happiest of mortals. The
monster Pride appears on earth, be bellows, he is heard by men, and by the
happy mortals of those days. He promises them happiness in another life,
and permades them by his mellifluous words, that he faught! men fo adore
the Elernal Crealor r:nf' all th WS W 6 more exiense and more pecial manner,
than any person had done before on earth, This kydra with an handred heads,
misled and misleads thoss men who are subject to its laws, and will conti-
nue its decoptions until the moment when the true Eleef shall appear to
combal and crosh itentively,”™ (See the degrees of Kwights of the Sun.)

“ Buch doctrine needs no comment,”
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lowing eonclusion from hig lectures, (See the Scotch De-
grees, printed at Stockholm, 1781,)

“ Every Magon who wishes to be admitted into the Seoteh
degrees, and even into all other degrees of Masonry, is first
taught that, until that period, he has lived in slavery, and it
is on that account only, that he is admitted into the pre-
sence of the other brethren with a rope about his neck,
praying that he may be delivered from his bonds.  But
when he aspires at the third Seotch degree, or at becoming
a kmight of St. Andrew, he must appear in & far more hu-
milinting costume, The candidate is shut up in a dark
cell, a rope with four slip knots is twisted round his neck,
he is stretehed ont upon the floor ; there, by the dull light
of a twinkling lamp, he is abandoned to himself to medi-
tate on the wretched state of slavery in which hie exists, and
to learn properly to estimate the value of liberty. At
length one of the brethren comes and introduces him to
the lndge, leading him by the rope, holding a drawn sword
in his right hand, as if meant to run him through the heart,
in case he made any resistance.*  After having undergone
a long examination, and particularly after having sworn on
the salvation of - lus soul, never to reveal the secrets with
which he is intrusted, he is declared free, It wonld be use-
less to enumerate all the different oaths ; it is sufficient to
say, that each degree, and subdivision of degree, has its pe-
culiar oath, and that they are all frightful ; all call the ven-
geance of God and of the brotherhood on the unhappy
man who shall betray their seeret, In future, then, we
shall only treat of the doctrine of these seerets. (Vide
Morgan.)

* ¥ Onee T was blind and could not see,
“ And all was dark around ;
“ But Providence did pity me,
“ And soon a friend 1 found ;
* Through secret paths my friend me led :
“Boch pathe as bablilors never tread ™
Book of Cons, of Mass, 1702 p. 278

Copied from Ahimaen Reson.
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“In the first degree of Scotch knighthood the adept 15 -
formed, that he has been elevated to the dignity of high
priest. He receives a sort of benediction i the name of
the immortal and invisible Jehovah, and in future it 1s under
that title that he is to adore the Deity, because the significa-
tion of JEHOVAR is far more expressive than that of ApoNal,

“ In this first degree he receives the masonic science
only as descending from Solomon and Hiram, and revived
by the Kmghts Templars. But in the second degree he
learns, that it is to be traced to Adam himself, and has been
handed down by Noah, Nimrod, Solomon, Hugo de Paga-
nis, the founder of the Knights Templars, and Jaques de
Molay, their last grand master, who, each in their turns,
had been favourites of Jehovah, and are styled the masonic
gages. At length, in the third degree, it is revealed to him,
that the celebrated word, lost by the death of Hiram, was
this name of Jehovah. It was found, he is told, by the
Knights Templars, at the time when the Christians were
building a church at Jerusalem. In digging the founda-
tions in that part on which the holy of holies of Solomon’s
temple formerly stood, they discovered three stones, which
had formerly been parts of the foundation. The form and
junction of these three stones drew the attention of the
Templars ; and their astonishment was extreme whent they
beheld the name of Jehovah engraved on the last. This
was the famous word lost by the death of Adoniram. The
Knights Templars, on their return to Europe, took great
care not to lose so precious a monument. They carried
them into Scotland, taking particular care of that which
hore the name of Jehovah. The Scotch sages, on their
part, were not forgetful of the respect due to such precious
monuments ; they made them the Sfoundation stones of their
first lodge ; and as these first stones were laid on St. An-
drew’s day, they took the name of Knights of St. Andrew.
Their successors are intrusted with the seeret, and are at
this day the perfect masters of Free Masonry, the high
priests of Jehovah.
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* I we lay aside the hermetical part of the science, o
the transmutation of wmetals, such will be, in substance, the
whole doctrine which is revesled to flie adept initiated. in
the grand mysteries of the Scotch degrees.

“ In u sort of catechism, to which he answers, to show
that he has temembered every thing that he has seen, and
ull that has béen explained to him in the lodge, or, as it is
then called, in Solomon’s temple, the following question is
asked : Is that all you have seen?  Towhich heduswers, 1
have seen many ether things, but, like the other Scotch mas-
ters, I keep them secret in my heart, This secret hence-
forth cannot be difficult to understand. Itis only to view
the Scalch master in his new charaéter of High Priest of
Jehovah, or of that worship, that pretended Deism, which
we have been told was successively the religion of Adani,
Noah, Nimrod, Solomon, Hugo de Paganis, of the Grand
Master Molay, and of the Knights Templars, -and which,
at this day, is to constitute the religion of the complete
Master Mason. :

* These mysteries might have sufficed for the adepts. All
who had obtained the Scoteh degrees were declared free
in fature, and all were equally priests of Jehovah., This
priesthood ridded them of all the mysteries of the (Gospel,
und of all revealed religion. That liberty and happiness,
which the seet declares to consist in thie revival of Deism.
sufliciontly instils into the mind of the adept ‘what he is 10
think of Christianity, and of its divine Author. Neverthe-
less, the. grand mysteries are not exhausted. The adepts
still have to discover who was the.person that wrested the
Word, the famous name of Jehovaly, from their predéeces-
sors ;- thatis to say, who it was that destroyed their favourite
worship of’ Deism. It was but too evident, that the whole
fable of Hiram, or Adoniram, and of his assassins, was no
mor¢ than an allegory, the explanation of which must na-
turally answer the question, who is the real assassip of
Adoniram? * By whom was the Deistical form of worship

destroyed? Who was it that wrestéd the famous ward
I8
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from the sect? He s the person against whom the ven-
geance and the hatred of the sect is directed ; and it was
necessary to mstil the same spirit into the minds of its prio-
found adepts. To effectuate this. we ascend to a new de-
gree, called the Knights Rose Crucis, or the Rasicrucians.*

“ [t is, certaunly, a most atrocious blasphemy, to accuse
Christ of having destroyed, by his religion, the doctrine of
the unity of God ; when, on the contrary, the most evident
and the most attested of all facts is, that to his religion we
owe the banishment of thoimsands and thousands of false
gods, which the idolators had made to themselves. The
gospel, in declaring the unity of God, teaches us the trinity
of persons; but this mystery, like all others which we leam
from revelation, humbles the sophisters in their own minds.
Fraught with ingratitnde against him who has ecast the
idols in the dust, they have sworn an eternal hatred against
the eternal Word, because he reveals a God, whom in their
madness they are nof able to comprehend.  Christ himgelf,
in their eyes, is the destroyer of the unity of God: he is the
great enemy ol Jehovah ; and to infuse the hatred of the
sect into the minds of the new adepts, constitutes the grand
mystery of the new degree, which they have called Rosi-
crueian,

“ As the adept was seldom initiated into this new degree
before he had passed through the Scotch degrees, he is al-
ready aware, as the reader must observe, that Jehovah is
no longer the word sought after ; and here we shall see
every thimg relate only to the author of Christianity. The
ornaments of the lodge appear to be solely intended to
recall to the eandidate the solemmn mystery of Mount Cal
vary. 'The whole is hung in black, an altar is to be seen
at the bottom, and over the altar is a transparent represen-
tation of the three crosses, the middle one bearing the or-
dinary inseniption. The brethren, in sacerdotal vestments,

E- ———

* Fighteenth af Dalcho.




OF FREE MASONRY. 2949

are seated on the ground, in the most profound silence,
sorrowlul and afflicted, resting their heads on their arm; to

represent their grief. It is not the death of the Son of
GGod, who died the vietim of our sins, that is the cause of
their affliction ; the grand object of it is evident by the first

answer which is made to the question, with which all
lodges are generally opened.

“The master asks the senior warden, what o’clock is lt 1
The answer varies according to the different degrees. In
this it is as follows: It is the first hour of the day, the
time when the veil of the temple was rent asunder, when
darkness and consternation was spread over the earth, when
the light was darkened, when the mmplements of Masonry
were broken, when the flaming star disappeared, when the
cubic stone was broken, when the word was lost.*

“The adept, who has attended to the progressive disco-
veries he has made in the different degrees, needs no fur-
ther lessons to understand the meaning of this answer.
He thereby learns that the day on which the word Jenovan
was lost, is precisely that on which the son of God, dying
on a cross for the salvation of mankind, consummated the
grand mystery of our religion, destroying the reign of
every other, whether Judaie, natural, or sophistical. The
more & Mason is attached to the word, that is, to his pre-
tended natural religion, the more inveterate will his hatred
be against the author of revealed religion,

“ Neither is this werd, which he has already found, any
longer the object of his researches; his hatred has farther
views, He must seek for a new word, which shall per-
petuate in his own mind and that of his brethren their blas-
phemous hatred for the God of Christianity ; and for this

they adopt the inseription of the cross.t
“ Every Christian knows the signification of I .

— — -

¢ See the degree Rosma Crucis.
t Boe Robison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, pp. 121. 126
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Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judeeorum, (Jesus of Nazareth, king
of the Jews.) 'The Rosicrucian is taught the following in-
terpretation : Yhe Jew of Nazareth, led by Raplael into
Judea ; an interpretation which, devesting Christ of his di-
vinity, assimilates him to a common man, whom the Jew
Raphael conducts to Jerusalem, there to sufler condign
IHIIII:'.I‘IHII‘IH ﬁ:l s -_-rimmL As B0 Bs !hE {_':uu[u];[tu has
proved that he understands the masonic meaning of this
mscription L. N. R. L, the master exclaims, my dear bre-
threa, the Word is found again, and all present applaud
this luminous diseovery, that Hg whose death was the con-
summation, and the grand mystery of the Christian reli-
Fion, wis no more than a common Jew, crucified for his
CrIMmes, |

*“It1s thus that the sect have blasphemously adopted the
very word which reealls to the Christian all that love which
he bears for the Bon of God expiring on the eross for the
galvation of mankind, as their watchword of hatred, They
repeatit to each other when they meet, and LN, R, Lis to
perpetuate their spite against him who loved them even
unto the death of the cross.

“It s not on the authority of persons strangers to the
craft, that we have disclosed this atrocious mystery of oc-
enlt Masonry.  What I have already said nt-_-apf.-i:fin;i my
initiation to the first degrees, put mein the way of convers-
ing with those whom I knew to be more advanced, and in
many of these mterviews it happened, that notwithstanding
all their secrecy, some unguarded expressions eseaped the
most zealous adepts, whieh threw iight on the subject.
Others lent me their books, presuming that their obscure-
ness, and the want of the essential words, or the method
of discovering them, would baffle all my attempis to under-
stand them. [ nevertheless discovered some of these
words, such as Jehovah, by uniting several pages, and only
taking the bottom letter of each. This famous word dis-
covered, | soon got knowledge of that of 1. N. R. 1. [ then
combined all that 1 had seen, all that | knew of the diffe-
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rent degrees, with what [ had collected from divers conver-
sations Lhad had with certiin Masons, whose philosophism
was otherwise unknown to me. | afierwards conversed
with the most candid men whom I know ta be in the same
degrees. 1 reprobated particularly those ceremontes so
evidently in derision of religion, and which they had never
beheld but as games without any object, I never met with
ont who denied the facts as' 1 have stated them.” They
owned the different reading of the word L N. R. L in the
degree Rosa Crocis, but they denied the most distant ideq of
the gonsequences which I had drawn.  Some, on reflection,
acknowledgéd them to be well founded, while others eon-
sidered them as vastly exaggerated.

“ At the time when the revolution took place, I combined
my preceding discoveries, the decrees of the National As-
sembly, and the secret of the first degree, and no longer
doubted that Masonry was but a society formed. by men
who, on the first initiation of their adepts, gave them the
words liberty and equality as their secret, Teaving to well
meaning and religions Masons, to interpret them according
to their own principles; vet reserving to themselves to in-
terpret (in their occult degrees) these same words according
to the full extent of the French revolution,*

*One of these brethren, who had long since been ad-
mitted to the degree of Rosw Crucis, but who was, at the

% Perhaps the reader would like to see romarks upon these initizls by the
“ Bpirit of the Doetrine of Free Masonry,” _

“In a high Degree,and even in different ritunls of Free Masenry, there
is & eeromony in which the ministers have a reed in their bands, and, after
the love foast and eeremonial embrace, they burn the forr initial Tetters 1,
N. R. L, which are the base of the mysleries of this degrer ; at the same
time thore appears, drawn upon the symbolic table, broken colamns, the
veil rent, the eubic stone overtumed, and covered with drops of blood, as
if the destroyers of the widow's son had poured darknesé, ignoranee and
disorder upon the earth, and had cansed to disappear, and had destroyed
the sound doctrine that Jesus had combined with that of Zoroaster,”
[The widow's son, is commonly, Hirem Abifl. | —Esprit du Dogme, p. 139,
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same time, a very virtuous and religious man, was much
concerned at seeing me in this opimion. He tried every
means to give me a better idea of the society in which he
was proud of having filled the most honourable posts: This
was a topic on which we had ofien conversed ; and he
wished much to make me a convert to Masonry. He was,
indeed, almost affronted with me for saying that he was not
nitiated into all the mysteries of Masonry, though a Rosi-
crucian ; or else that this degree had its subdivisions, and
that he was only partially acquainted with them. At length
| convinced him of the fact, by asking the explanatiop of
some of the masonic hieroglyphics ; he owned that he had
asked their meaning, but the explanation of them had been
refused him ; yet he had no doubt of their being as inno-
cent emblems as the. square, the compass, the trowel, and
many others. 1 knew that he had but one degree more-to
take, and the veil would be rent asunder. I proposed, or
rather marked out the means by which he might acquire
that degree ; and then, 1 told him, all Hlusion as to the real
object of the occuit Masons would vanish. He was too
eager for being imtiated not to make a trial of the means |
proposed ; but he was convinced that it would prove inef-
fectual, and only furnish him with new arms to combat my
unjubt prejudices against Masoury. A few days after, I'saw
him enter my room, but in such a state of agitation that his
lips could scarcely utter, ‘0O, my dear friend, my dear
friend—you were in the righti—Oh, how much you were n
the right '—Where have ] been? My God! where have |
been

o | 1:“3‘.][} unid ratood these u.u-lumuliuns:, but the PO

man ecould scarcely recover himself so as to continue.
He threw himself into a chair, as il he were exhausted, per-
]H.'Hlllﬂ_'r’ repeating, Where have I been! Oh, how much
vou are in the right I’ I earnestly desired lum to give me
some parficulars with which 1 was acquamted. *Oh, how
much you were in the right!* he repeated again; ¢ but that
g all 1 can tell yvou.'— Oh, unhappy man,’ | exclnimed.
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‘ you have then taken that exeerable sath, and I am the
person who has exposed you to that rash deed ; Fsincerely
ask your pardon, but I protest, upon my word, that I never
reflected on that exeerable oath, when I snggested the
mieans by which you might convinee yourself, and learn to
know those detested beings who have so horribly abused
yourcredulity. 1 know that it had been better for you to
have been for ever ignorant of that fatal seeret, than that
vou should learn it at the expense of so horrid an oath. |
really did not reflect on it, or | should never have exposed
you to it no, I could not, m conscience.” It was really
true, that I bad never reflected on this vath. Without ex-
amining whether such wicked oaths are binding, I feared
bemng mdiscreet.  But it had been sufficient for me to have
shown this gentleman that T was acquainted, at least in
part, with these occult mysteries. He saw clearly by my
gquestions, that he had taught me nothing new by an avowal
which alone proves the very essence of these occult de-
arees, .

“ His fortune had been ruined by the revolution ; and he
declared to me, that it would from that moment be retriey-
ed, provided he accepted of a proposal which had been
made to him. “If I choose,” said he, ‘to go to London,
Brusselles, Constantinople, or any other town I please, nei-
ther I, my wife, nor my children, will ever want for any
thing.'—* Yes," I replied, ‘but on condition only that you £o
there to preach Liberty and Equality ; in short, all the hor-
rors of the Revolution.! * You are vight,’ replied he, * bt
thatis all I ean say. Oh, my God, where have I been! |
beg you will not question me any farther.’ ¥

*This was suflicient for my present purpose; but |
hoped in time to learn further particulars.  Nor were my
hopes vain, The following is what [ have rathered from
various Masons, who, finding me acquainted with the major
part of their secrets; spoke the more openly to me, till at
length, feeling how much they had been duped by this oc-
cult sect, they would willingly have revealed all ite myste-
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ries, could they have done it without exposing themselves
to danger,

“ The explanation which was given to an adept of all
that he'had before seen, on his admission:te the degree of
Roswe Crucis, depended entirely on the disposition they ob-
soryed m him,  If they had to do with a man who was
proof aguinst their impiety, they sought to divert him
from the church under pretence of regenerating his faith;
they represented to him, that there existed an infinity of
abuses in Christianity at present, with respect to the liber-
ty and equality of the children of God. With them the
word to be recovered was, a ‘wish for a revolution which
should revive those times, when every thing was common
among Christians ; when the distinctions of rich, of poor,
or of high and mighty lords, were unknown. “They were
taught to look forwurd to the most happy regeneration of
mankind, and almost to a new heaven and a new earth.
[See Town’s Speculative Masonry, for the masonic mille-
nium, p. 171.] Credulous and simple minds were caught
by such magnificent promises, They looked upon the re-
volution ns that sacred fire which was to purify the earth;
and these credulous adepts were seen to second the revo-
lution. with the enthusiastic zeal of a holy cause. This may
be called ‘mystical Masonry. Such was the crafi of all
those fools for whom the occult Masons set up the Prophe-
tess La Brousse, so fumous in the beginning of the revolu-
tion. Such, again, was that of the weak mmded Varlet,
the Bishop in pertibus of Babylon. I mever could con-
cetve where hé had gathered his rehgious opinions, when
with the greatest simplicity he complained, that I had com-
bated them. I was informed of it by a guest of his, whose
reputation of great knowledge in Masonry had acquired
i a seat at the masonic repasts; which the poor simple
man used to give ; and even at those dinners the difference

wns observable in the :IIIU|H:~'., Iiml.tgh of the same degree,
each having received an explanation of the mysteries coul-
ciing with his own disposition,  Our simple Bishop viewed
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the whole science of the craft inno other light, than xs
the perfection of the Gospel; and even in his repasts he
was ever mindful of the precepts of the church, keeping
abstinence on days appointed, &ec.

“The apostate Dom Gerles, on the contrary, was a Ma-
son of a quite different system or explanation. He already
sung those verses which, in a letter since found among Ro-

bespierre’s papers,* he declares to have addressed to truth
alone :

“i Ni Culte, ni Pretres, ni Rai,
“Car Ia Nouvelle Eve, c'ost toi.,"t

“ It was at these repasts that the Doctor La Mothe, a
learned Rosicrucian, behaved with a modesty which seem-
ed to prognosticate that one day he would equally hate both
the craft of Varlet and of Dom Gerles. The latter paid
his revolutionary debt to the guillotine ; the other two are
living, and T name them because 1 am not afraid of being
contradicted, and becanse these sorts of anecdotes carry
strong proof with them, and explain how many persons of
the most pious and charitable dispositions have been mis-
led; how a Princess, the sister of the Duke of Orleans,
was so blinded as even to pant after the revolution, which
m her eyes was to be nothing less than the regeneration of
the Christian world.

“Such explanations of the Rosicrucian degree were only
for those dupes in whom they remarked a certain bias to-
wards mysticity. The generality were abandoned to their
own interpretations; but when an adept testified a great
desire of acquiring new lights, and was thought able to un-
dergo the necessary trials, he was admitted to the degree of
Kadosch, or of the regenerated man, where all ambiguity
Ceases.

* Proces Verbal, No. 57.

, T Neither worship, nor priests, nor king, for thou art the new Eve,
39
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« [t was to this degree that the adept of whom we Lave
before spoken, was admitted. Nor was the exhausted state
in which he found himself, after having undergone those
trinls, to be wondered at. Adepts have told me, that no
physical art 18 spared ; that there is no machinery, spectres,
terrors, &c. &e. which are not employed, to try the con-
stancy of the candidate. Weare told by Mr. Montjoye,
that the Duke of Orleans was obliged to ascend, and then
throw himsell’ off a ladder. If that were all; he was most
kindly treated. A deep cave, or rather a precipice, whence
a narrow tower rises to the summit of the lodge, having no
avenue to it but by subterraneous passages replete with
horror, is the place where the candidate is abandoned to
himself, tied hand and foot, In this situation he finds him-
self raised from the ground by machines making the most
frightful noise. He slowly ascends this dark vault, some-
times for hours together, and then suddenly falls, as if he
were not supported by any thing. Thus mounting and
falling alternately, he must carefully avoid showing any
sign of fear. All this, however, is a very imperfect ac-
count of the terrors of which men, who had undergone
these trials, speak. They declare that it was impossible
for them to give an exact description of them ; they lost
their senses; they did not know where they were. Draujhts
were given them, which, adding to their corporal strength,
did not restore them to their mental faculties ; but rather
iicreased their strength, only to leave them a prey to fury
and terror.*

“ Many circumstances relating to this degree made us be-
lieve, at first sight, that it was connected with Illuminism ;

but, on examination, we find it to be only a further explana-

—

# The ceremony of admission into the three first degrees, is, in Ame-
sica, of @ less brutal character than it was some years ago. But probably
the Revolutionists of France have surpassed others in the severity of their
trials of the candidate, as they certainly have in the pumber and atrocity
of their degrees.




OF FREE MASOXRY, %'} 7

tion of the masonic allegory. Here again the candidate is
transformed into an assussin, Here it is no longer the
founder of Masonry, Hiram, who is to be avenged, but it
is Molay, the Grand Master of the Knights Templars, and
the person who is to fall by the assassin’s hand is Philippe
le Bel, King of France, under whose reign the order of
Templars was destroyed, |

“ When the adept sallies forth from the cavern with the
recking head, he cries, Nekom. (I have killed him.) After
this atrocious trial he is admitted to take the oath. I learn-
ed from one of the adepts, that at the time when he was
about to take the oath, one of the Knights Kadosch held a
pistol at his breast, making a sign that he would murder
him if he did not pronounce it. On my asking if he believed
that he was in earnest, he said that he certainly did believe
50, though he could not be sure. At length the veil is rent
asunder. The adept is informed, that till now he had only
been partially admitted to the truth; that liberty and equa-
lity, which had constituted the first secret on his admission
into Masonry, consisted in recognising no superior on earth,
and in viewing kings and pontifis in no other light than as
men on a level with their fellow men, having no other rights
to sit on the throne, or to serve at the altar, but what the
people had granted them, and of which they had the power
of depriving them whenever they pleased. They are also
informed, that princes and priests have too long abused the
goodness and simplicity of the people; that the grand ob-
ject of Masonry in building temples to liberty and equality,
is, to rid the earth of this double pest, by destroying every
altar which credulity and superstition had erected, and every
throne on which were only to be seen despots tyrannizing
over slaves,

“ These documents concerning the degree of Kadosch,
are not merely taken from the works of Montjoye and Le
Franc, but from the adepts themselves. Besides, it is casy
to perceive how exactly this account corresponds with the
avowal of the adept, who was obliged to own that I was
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quite in the right when [ told him that this was the final ob-
ject of Free Masonry,

“ Oh how profound the combination of these mysteries !
their progress is slow and tortuous ; but how arifully each
degree tends to the grand object !

“ [n the two first degrees, that is to say, in those of ap-
prentice and fellow eraft, the sect begins by throwing out its
Iibrn'y and l"fIHi'H’;FII'f. After that it m:r-upiﬂa the attention of
its novices with puerile games of fraternity, or masonic re-
pasts ; but it already trains its adepts to the profoundest se-
crecy by the most frightful oaths.

“ In that of master, it relates to the allegorical history of
Adoniram, who is to be avenged ; and of the word which
15 to be recovered,

“ In the degree of eleet, it trains the adepts to vengeance,
without pointing out the person on whom it is to fall, Tt
carries them back to the tune of the patriarchs, when, ac-
cording to them, men knew no religion but that of nature,
and when every body was equally priest and pontiff.  But
it had not as vet declared, that all religion revealed since
the time of the patriarchs was to be thrown aside.

“ This last mystery is only developed in the Scotch de-
grees,  There the brethren are declared free; the word so
long sought for is Deism: it is the worship of Jehovah ;
such as was known to the philosophers of nature, The
true Mason becomes the Pontifl of Jehovah, and such 1s
the grand mystery by which he is extricated from that dark-
ness m which the profane are involved.

“ In the degree of Rosse Crucis, he who wrested the word,
who destroyed the worship of Jehovak, is Christ himself,
the author of Christianity ; and it is on the gospel and on
the Son of Man that the adept 1s to avenge the brethren,
the Pontufls of Jehovah,

“ At length, on his reception as Kadosch, he learns that
the as=assin of Adoniram is the king, who 1s to be killed to
avenge the grand master Molay, and the order of the Ma-
sons, successors to the Knights Templars. The religion
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which is to be destroyed to recover the word, or the true
doctrine, is the religion of Christ, founded on revelation,
This word, in its full extent, is liberty and equality, to be
established by the total overthrow of the altar and the
throne. '

“Such are the incipient degrees, the process, and the
whole system of Masonry; it is thus that the sect, by its
gradual explanation of its two-fold principle of liberty and
equality, of its allegory of the founder of Masonry to be
revenged, of the word to be recovered, leading the adepts
from secret to secret, at length initiates them into the whole
Jacobinical code of the revolution.

“We are not to lose sight of the extremi' care with
which the adept is questioned on all that he has seen be-
fore, whenever he isinitiated to a new degree, lest he should
overlook the intimate connexion subsisting between each ;
and thus, in the first degrees, liberty and equality are given
to him as the secret, while the complete explanation and
application of them form the mysteries of the last.

* The more frightful these hidden mysteries of the lodges
shall appear to the historian, the more strenuously it be-
comes his duty to insist on the numbers of honest Masons,
who never partook of these horrid mysteries. Nothing is
more easy than to be duped in Masonry. Such may have
been the lot of those who only seek to make acquaintance
in the lodges, or to pass their leisure hours with men appa-
rently intimate at first sight. It is true, that this intimacy
geldom extends beyond the walls of the lodge ; but the
days of their meeting are often days of festivity. These
repasts are certainly heightened by the temporary equality,
which adds much to the mirth of the meeting ; and all
cares subside for the day.

* What has been said of certain assemblies where de-
cency was not respected, is most certainly the invention of
calumny. The extreme order and morality of these meet.
ings, has often proved a snare to ecaptivate those who are
to be caught with outward appearances ; and Cagliostro’s
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infamous behaviour would have made many desert the
lodges. This monstrous Adonis disgusted all Strasburg,
and was betrayed by the cries of the Egyptian sisters, It
was no longer the age when the mysteries of the Adamites
could be approved of. He was driven from that town for
having attempted to introduce them. He would, in hke
manner, have ruined the craft, had he continued to con-
found his lodges with those of the east. Such was not the
behaviour of our modern Masonry. On the contrary, it
appeared, that it had neither religion nor government in
view ; and they were seldom mentioned in the generality of
lodges. It was only on the day of initiation, that the re-
flecting adept could surmise that it had any future object ;
but even on those very days, the trials were rather a subject
of diversion than of reflection ; and so far from meditating
on the allegorical emblems, they were rather diverted from
it by the sect, until favourable dispositions had been disco-
vered in them for their farther initiation. The seet well
knew, that a day would come, when a small number of the
Ocenlt Masons would suflice to put all the inferior multi-
tude of adepts in motion. 1t is thus that it may be easily
explained, how there have existed so many honest Masons,
and how so many are still to be found, who have never
surmised any thing in their games, but the mysteries of* an
innocent liberty and equality, no ways alluding either to re-
ligion or to the state.

« In defence of English Masonry, we may add, that they
allow only of the three first degrees. Prudence and wis-
dom have made them reject the wish of avenging the death
of Adouiram on his pretended assassin, a wish that we
have seen converted in the oceult lodges into a desire of re-
venging the Masons, and their founder, Molay, and then
into a wish of avengiag the masonic liberty and equality by
the extinetion of all kings, Nothing of this 1s to be found
in the English Masonry. Nor is that mysterious pursuit of
the woird which was lost by Adoniram, to be traced. You
are immediately informed that it is Jehovah. [Vide p. 160.
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of thisvolume.] He who could wish to draw certain infe-
rences from this, would have a long course of reasoning to
ran through, none of which appear to have ever been
thought of by the Englsh Masons, With them, Jehovah is
no more than the universal God of human nature ; itis, to
be sure, rather extraordinary, thut they should pretend to be
the only people who have any knowledge of that God ; but
their conclusion is, that all mankind, and particularly the
Free Masons, ought to live with, and succour each other,
like brethren. Nothing appears in their mysteries tending
towards the hatred of Christianity, or that of kings.

“ Their laws and institutes, with respect to religion, are
comprehended in declaring, * That a Mason will never be
a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine.  That though,
in former times every Mason was obliged to profess the re-
ligion of the state or nation he lived in, at prosent, leaving
every one to enjoy his own private opinions, they are only
bound to follow the religion in which every body agrees; a
religion which consists in being good, sincere, modest, and
men of honour.” Certainly such laws do not oblige the
English Mason to be a Deist, but only to be an honest man,
whatever may be his religion.

“ With regard to the civil powers, a part of their laws
are expressed as follows: * A Mason shall be a peaceable
subject, and cheerfully conform to the laws of the country
it which he resides. He shall not be concerned in plots or
conspiracies against government ; and he shall pay proper
respect to the eivil magistrate.  Should a brother be impli-
cated in rebellion against the state, he shall not be support-
ed in his rebellion,” Such are the laws to be found in Tho-
mas Wolson and William Preston, the one full of con-
tempt, the other full of zeal for English Masonry ; both,
nevertheless, agree as to the laws of the lodges. We are
not, therefore, to confound English Masonry with the oc-
cult lodges, which they have prudently rejected.

“ We perfectly well know, that many English are initiated
in the occult mysteries of the Rosicrucians and Scotch de-
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grees ; but it is not thewr oceult science which constitutes
them English Masons; for the first three degrees are all
that are acknowledged in England.” [Vide p. 160.]

This is the view the Abbe Barruel takes of the occult
lodges of French Free Masonry, To our ears his language
is occasionally severe ; but then we forget that he lived in
the darkesl scenes created, not merely by the irreligious
principles of Brother Fredeérie, Brother Voltaire, and Bro-
ther Robinet | but by the active labours of Brother Orleans
and Egalité, Brother Condorcet, and Brother Mirabeau ! 1*

The lodges were the schoolrooms, these were the teach-
ers, and 600,000 men of France were the pupils. It s as-
tonishing to what extent they carried the use o’ Free Ma-
sonry. Paris alone contained 150 lodges. Good men and
bad met there to prosecute the schemes of revolutionary
reform. The result showed what principles predominated
mn the schools of the political reformers ; and the Abbe,
who observed the working of the elements, who laboured
to avert the threatened destruction, and who, finally, saw
every Christian altar in France demolished; the throne
overturned ; and was kimself banished by the factions which
had mutually torn each other, and deluged Pans with blood
—may be pardoned for the indignation he expresses against
those nocturnal fraternities, in which all this evil was
hatched.

“ We live in free America, and not in despotic France,
We live under a constitution securing liberty of conscience,
and not under the terrors of Papacy, Shall we fear the
machinations of corrupt politicians? the doctrines of im-
piety ! the schemes of selfish reformers?” No, reader;

i ——

* % On! On! my dear brethren, pursue your great lecture,
“ And refine on the rules of old Architectore ;
“* High lionour to Masons, the erafl daily brings,
* Ta those Brothers of princes, and Fellows of kings.”
Book of Cons, ed. 1792, p. 244.
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for one, I say no. We desire to fear God, But there are
some it 1s prudent to watch against. And whom ‘more
than one already found very treacherous? Whom more
than one that works by night? Whom more than one that
professes to be light, and dwells in concealment with a
deadly weapon, and a more fearful oath, to guard the ap-
proach to her dark lodge ?

| am not afraid for Christianit y 3 not lor the free institutions
of my country ; not for the integrity and purity of brother
Masons. The cause of religion will continue to advance -
the cause of liberty is in a state of prosperity ; and the intel-
ligence and morality of this people, and of the world, is
daily improving.

And what is Free Masonry, that we should fear it? A
swelling bubble. Professor Robison was well acquainted
with it ; hear him. And do not be surprised, if, under his
hands, it appears more justly contemptible than it has vet
done.

40
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CHAPTER XLVIL

Containing General Views of Free Masonry, and of French
Masonry.

InTRopUCcTION to* Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Re-
ligions and Governments of Europe, carried on n the se-
cret meetings of Free Masons, Iluminati, and Reading
Societies ; collected from good authorities, by John
Robison, A. M. Professor of Natural History, and Secre-
tary to the Royual Society of Edinburgh. [New-York,
A. D. 1798.]

“In my early life T had taken some part in the occupa-
tions (shall 1 call them) of Free Masonry; and having
chiefly frequented the lodges on the continent, 1 had learn-
ed many doctrines, and seen many ceremonials, which have
no place in the simple system of Free Masonry, which ob-
tains in this country. 1 had also remarked, that the whole
was much more the objeet of reflection and thought, than
[ could rememberit to have been among my acquaintances
at home. There | had seen a Mason Lodge considered
merely as a pretexi for passing an hour or two in a sort of
decent conviviality, not altogether voud of some rational
occupation. [ had sometimes heard of differences of doe-
trines or of ceremonies, but in terms which marked them
as mere frivolities. But, on the continent, [ found them
matters of serious concern and debate. Such, too, 15 the
ﬁmiuginn of example, that I could not hinder myself from
thinking one opinion better founded, or one ntual more ap-
posite and significant, than another; and I even felt some-
thing like an anxiety for its being adopted, and a zeal for
making it a general practice, I had been mitiated in a ve-
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ry splendid lodge at Liege, of which the Prince Bishop, his
Trefonciers, and the chief noblesse of the state, were mem-
bers. 1 visited the French lodges at Valenciennes, at Brus-
sels, at Aix-ln-Chapelle, at Berlin, and Koningsberg ; and |
had picked up some printed discourses delivered by the
brother orators of the lodges, At S, Petersburgh I con-
nected myself with the English lodge, and ocecasionally vi-
sited the German and Russian lodges held there. I found
myself’ received with particular respect asa Scoteh Mason,
and as an Elevé of the Lodge de la Parfaite Intelligence
at Liege.* I was importuned by persons of the first rank (o
pursue my masonic career through many degrees unknown
in this country.  But all the splendour and eleganee that 1
saw, could not conceal a frivolity in every part. It appear-
ed a baseless fabric, and I could not think of engaging in
an occupation which would consume much time, cost me
a good deal of money, and perhaps excite in me some of
that fanaticism, or, at least, enthusinsm, that I saw n
others, and perceived to be void of any rational support. |

S = =1 — = - - _——

e

* In 1774, Professor Robison was lnvited by the magistrates of Edin-
burgh to the Professorship of Natural Philosophy, in the University of
Edinburgh. In 1786, he was elected a member of the Philosophical So-
cioty in Philadelphia, over which Mr. Jefferson long presided. In 1797, he
was elected a member of the Royal Socioly of Manchester. In 1799, the
University of Glasgow, where he had received his education, conferred an
him the hooorary degree of Doetorof Laws, In 1800, he was unanimons-
ly electod o foreign momber (of which they admit but 81x) of the Imperial
Acudemy of Beiences at 8t Petersburg, Russia,

“ Hia character in private life,” says one writing from Edinburgh, “is so
well established among those who know him best, that it would be ridicu.
lous, here, o call in question Ads veracity or abdities,"— E. Smith.

Hid work, first published in the wutumn of 1797, produced a powerful
effoct in Britain,and wasa principal eause of the act of Parliament of 1799,
which topped the light of Masonry in Great Dritain.

Few mtelligent geotlemen have bad the intercourse with the lodges gff
the vanous capitals of Europe, which has fallen to the lot of Professar Ro-
bison. His Masonry was his letter of introduction ; and he honoured i

Slall notsuch a man know its worth ’




1 L1 FROFESSOR ROBISON 5 VIEWS

therefore remained in the English lodge, contented with
the rank of Scotch Master, which was in a manner forced
on me in a private lodge of French Masons, but 15 not
given in the English lodge. My masonic rank admitted
me to a very elegant entertainment in the female Loge de
la Fidelité,* where every ceremonial was composed in the
higrhest degree of elegance, and every thing conducted
with the most delicate respect for our fair sisters, and the
old song of brotherly love was chanted in the most refined
strain of sentiment. 1 do not suppose that the Parisian
I'ree Masonry of forty-five degrees could give me more
entertamment.”’

Pen years had elapsed, and the interest of Professor
Rolison in Free Masonry had subsided, when the econti-
nental disputes of the German Masons, their meetings of
delegates, their mystical doetrines, and open charges of
corruption, copiously furnished in  the German papers.
aromsed, in 1795, his attention to the subject anew.

“ My curiosity was now greatly excited. 1 got, from
much respected friend, many of the preceding volumes of

£ —| — e — ——

* 4 The ladies elaim right to come into our ii.gh'[,
“Smee the apron, thoy eay, is their bearing."
Beok of Cons. p. 254.

L]

Brothron may start at the mention of a female lodge: we shall hea

nore of them in the sequel.

Smith, m his treatise upon Free Masoury, = ardent for the exiension of
masonie privileges to females : o are others of that period, A. D). 1784,
The eelobrated Dr. Dodd, who was executed at Tybum, 1777, for forgery,
tad this maltter much at heart.

Whether this has been accomplished in England, is doubtfl : but an the
conlinent it is no longer a prnh'.t".:i.. whelher n woman can be a3 Mason
Dr. Daleho, the Bovereign Ipspector General,in 2 note (p. 29.) to his ora-
tiom, * 23 Bepl, 58010, saye: “ Although in the symbolie lodge, ne woman
I« pdrmutted into a knowlodge of their mysteries, yet i the saperior degrees,
Wore i n female vl e, ]r'l-lil-i'h'lll:l'!'}f craleulated to interest Lne r]r']':r:u'jr of o
fomale mipd. In this lodeo fone bul females are admitted, and their i

eord are palortod fromn among themselves.™
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the Religions Begebenheiten,in hopes of much information
from-the patient industry of German erudition.  Tlns open-
el anew and very interesting seene ; | was frequently semt
back to England, from whence, all agreed, that Free Ma-
sonry had been imported into Germany,* | was frequent-
ly led into France, and into Italy.  There, and more re-
markably in France, I found that the lodges had become
the haunts of many projectors and funatics, both in sci-
cuee, n religion, and in polities, whe hadsavailed them-
selves of the secreey, and the freedom of speechinaintained
in these meelings, to broach their particular whims, or sus-
picious doctrines, which, if published to the world in the
wsunl manner, would have exposed the authors to ridicule,
or to censure.  These projectors had contrived to tag their
peculiar nostrums to the mummery of Masonry, and were
even allowed to twist the masonic einblems and ceremonies
1o theirpurpose ; so that, in their hands, Free Masonry be-
came a thing totally unlike, and almost in direct opposi-
tion to the system (if it may get such a name) imported
from England: and some lodges had become schools of
irreligion and licentiousness, ™

Having spoken of the complaisanee of the French, and
their ambition to govern the fashions, and to control the
opinions of Europe, he adds:

“1 know no subject in which this aim at universal influ-
ence on the opinions of men, by helding themselves forth

oy |

"W T deto be particularly remarked, that all our brethren sbroad pro-
fuss to have received the myslery of Free Masoury from Britain, This is
surely o puzrle in the history ; and wo must loawve it 1o others to reconcile
this with the repeated assertions in Andersons Book of Constitutions,
“ That the fraternity existed all ‘over the world ;" and the numberless ex.
nmples which be adduces of ite exertions in other covntries; nay, with his
repeated amsertions, that it frequently was near perishing in Britain, and
that our prinees were oblized 10 soud to France, aml other eountries, for
leading men, to restore it 1o its forwer enorgy among us,  We shall find by
uridd by that this is not a poeint ol mere hislarical curiosity, but {hat mm-h
hinges on i — Hﬂﬁnr&m!_ 2,
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as the models of excellence and elegance, is more clearly
seen, than in the care that they have been pleased to take
of Free Masonry. It seems, indeed, peculiarly suited to
the talents and taste of that vain and ardent people. Base-
less and frivolous, it admits of every form that Gallic refine-
ment can IMVent to recommend it to the young, the gay,
the luxurious; that class of society which alone deserves
their care, because, in one way or another, it leads all other
clnsses of society,

* It has accordingly happened, that the homely Free Ma-
sonry imported from England has been totally changed in
every country of Europe, either by the imposing ascendan-
cy of French brethren, who are to be found every where
ready to wstruct the world, or by the importation of the
doctrines, and ceremonies, and ornaments of the Parisian
lodges.  Even England, the birth-place of Masonry,* has
experienced the French innovations ; and all the repeated
mjunctions, admonitions and reproofs of the lodges, can-
not prevent those in different parts of the kingdom from
admitting the French novelties, full of tinsel, and glitter,
and high sounding titles,

Were this all, the harm would not be great. But, long
before good opportunities had occurred for spreading the
relinements on the simple Free M:l.a‘ﬂllr]? of Engtﬂ.[ld. the
lodges . France had become places of very serious dis-
cussion, where opinions in morals, in religion, and i poli-
ties, had been promulzated and maintained with a freedom
and a keenness of which we in this favoured land have no
adequate notion, becanse we are unacquainted with the re-

L T e — g

' The proafl of this i no less satisfactory than surprising. It is wonder-
tul bow men are duped with the pretended origin and avtiquity of Mason-
ry. From the ereation! And framed by SBolomon '—There was never any
tring so abaurd, Dot men declare it boldly, and are not contradicted ; the
:L".rulll,u, _!,'ﬂu,u.ml the wise, believe there 1= some truth in it.

t Parhimment, however, have found n way to prevent it, by a statute with

.'|.||r1rlrl |1nr'-||;||,|1"|rl1.'__ = ¢ FIFFTE L 1799,




OF FREE MASOMRY =19

straints Which, in other countries, are laid on ordinary eon-
versation. In consequence of this, the French innovations
in Free Masonry were quickly followed in all parts of Eu-
rope, by the admission of similar discussions, although in
direct opposition to a standing rule, and a declaration made
to every newly received brother, * that nothing touching
the religion or government shall ever be spoken of in the
lodge.” |

“ But the lodges in other countries followed the example
of France, and have frequently become the rendezvous of
innovators in religion and politics, and other disturbers of
the public peace. In short, [ have found that the covert of
a Mason lodge had been employed in every country for
venting and propagating sentiments in religion and polities,
that could not have eirculated in public without exposing
the author to great danger. I found that this impunity had
gradually encouraged men of licentious: principles to be-
come more bold, and to teach doctrines subversive of all
our notions of morality—of all our confidence in the mo-
ral government of the universe—of all our hopes of im-
provement in a future state of existence—and of all satis-
faction and contentment with oar present life, so long as
we live in a state of civil subordimation. I have been
able to trace these attempts, made through a course of
fifty years, under the specious pretext of enlightening the
world by the torch of philosophy, and of dispelling the
clouds of civil and religious superstition, which keep the
nations of Europe in darkness and slavery, (p. 14.)

“ It was in the fodges held at St. Germain's that the de-
gree of Chevalier Magon Icossais was added to the thiee
svanorican degrees of English Masonry, The constiiu-
tion, s imported, appeared too coarse for the refined taste
of our neighbours, and they must make Masonry more like
the occupation of a gentleman. ‘FPherefore, - the Englisl
degrees of apprentice, fellow-craft, and master, were called
symbolical, and the whole fraternity was considered, either
as typical of something more elegant, or as a preparation
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forit. The degrecs afterwards superadded to this, leave us
in doubt which of these views the French entertain of our
Masonry. But at all events this rank of Scotch Knight
was called the first degree of the Macon Parfait.

“ In 1716, this, and still ngher degrees of Masonry, were
much in vogue in the Court of France. The refining ge-
mns of the French, and their love of show, made the  hum-
ble denomination of the English brethren disgusting ; and
their passion lor military rank, tie only character that con-
nected them with the court of an absolute thonarch, made
them adapt Free Masonry to the same scale of public esti-
mation. and invent ranks of Macons Chervaliers, ornament-
ad with titles, and ribbons; and stars. These were highly
relished by that vain people; and the price of reception,
which was very Ingh, became a rich fund, that was gene-
rously appled to rehieve the wants of the bamshed Briush
and Irish adherents of the unfortimate family who had ta-
kén refoge among them: | The Stuarts, who carned Ma-
sonty 1o France, s Mr. Robigon hilllll'[l'lf]:-:‘.'!';.] Three new
deerees of Noviee, Fleve, and Chevalier, were soon added,
and the f‘l'r.?l‘ﬁﬂl!' Macon had now seven Ti'!_‘['l}ijnllfﬁ to go
througly, for ‘cach of which a handsome contribution was
made. Afierwards, when the first benelicent purpose of
ths ‘contnbution ceased to oxist, the Hllt‘l'}' ithat now ;_;fll]i.‘r-
ed i all the lodges made a still more eruving demand for
and meenuity was set to work to mvent
new bas for the f’f’.‘l'.-".'-' Herctm., WMore degrees of chi
valry were added, interspersed with degrees of Philosophe,
Pellerin, Claireoyant, &c, &c. till some Parsian lodges
Masonry, having fifteen orders of

I -'|-|r!i-n'r Money,

had forty-hive ranks ol
For a |-.r||'_1|'.r|i-rlul. with a nibbonr and a star.

= Ji

chivalry.®
was a4 bome bowehe, piven at every tirdd step.  (p-=3.)

Wa are runping the same rece in this ecountry. In 1050, Freo Ma
Nogutharity was then exercised by

In

SOUrY wos firat witrodaesd amomg ws.
iny body of Masons above u Master’s Lodee and the Grand Lodge.
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» Thus accustomed to allegory, to fiction, to linesse, and
to usort of innoeent hypocrisy, by which they cajoled them.
selves o a notion that this child’s play had ‘at bottom «
serious and important meaning, the zealous champions of
FFree Masonry found no inclination to check this inventive
spirit, or circumscribe its flights. ‘There can be no doubt,
that in those hidden assemblies, a free communication of
sentiment was highly relished, and mueh indulged, while
the lodges became schools of scepticism and infidelity.
(p-30.) |

“ Butit is not a matter of mere probability, that the Ma-
son lodges were the seminaries of libertine instructions,
We have distinct proof of it, even in some of the French
degrees. In the degree called the Chepalier du Soliel * the
whole instruction is auned against the established religion
of the kingdom. The professed object is the emancipation
from error, and the discovery of truth. 'The seription in
the east 18 Wisdom,that in the north is Liberty, that in the

-— ————

1907, the fink Grand Chapter was organsized ; by which several ebjects
were attained :

1. Initiation foes from the noviciates,

2. Prodigious high offices and sonorous. titles for the active members
of the new establishunent,

3. And an opportunity for the wealthy and ambitious te step over the
hends of the hord of master Masops, and to have a iiore honiouralle place,
and & more splondid equipage, on all public vesasions,

Thore wetn one hundred Chaptors-in the stato of Now-York alone, ia
1025, A, D, 1707, the first Grand Encampmont of Knights Templars of
North America, was constituted at Philnd-:_llihiu.. Now we have many
Grand Encampments, and a General Grand Bocampinent. ,

Within the last fow years & new Masonic Princedom: has been recaived
among us.  Its name is Council, and, conmdering the frivolity of Masonry,
its spread hax been like madeess. - The number of Couneils is already
greal. :

Besides this, wa lave divers new degrees ; lale inventions, | hear them
called “ Beautiful.™ If gentlemen will be pleased witl sueh things, the
mote is the pity.

* 26th of Dalcho.

i1
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south is Constancy, and in the west is Caution ; terms which
are very significant. The Tres Venerable is Adam; the
senior warden is Truth, and all the brethren are ¢hildren of
‘Fruth. The process of reception is very well contrived :
the whole ritual is decent and circumspect, and nothing oc-
cars which can alarm the most timid. Brother Truth 1s
asked, What iz the hour? He informs Father Adam,
that among men it is the hour of darkness, but that it is
mid-day in the lodge. The candidate is asked, Why he
has knocked at the door, and what is become of the eight
companions. (He is one of the Elits.) He says, that the
world is in darkness, and his companions and he have lost
each other ; that Hesperus, the star of Europe, is obscured
by clouds of incense, offered up by superstition to despots,
who have made themselves gods, and have retired into the
inmost recesses of their palaces, that they may not be re-
cognised to be men, while their priests are decewing the
people, and causing them to worship these divinities,

“This shape given to the plastic mysteries of Masonry,
was much relished, and in a very short tume this new path
was completely explored, and a new series of degrees was
added to the list, viz. the Novice, and Elect of the Truth,
and the Sublime Philosopher. Inthe progress through these
degrees, the brethren must forget that they have formerly
been Chevaliers de I'Orient, Chevaliers de U Aigle, when
the symbols were all explained as typical of the life
and immortality brought to hght by the gospel. Indeed,
they are taught to class this among the other clouds which
have been dispelled by the sun of reason. FEven in the
Chevalerie de I Aigle, there 1= a two-fold explanation given
of the symbaols, by which a lively imagination may conceive
the whele history, and peculiar doctrines of the New Tes-
tament, as being typical of the final triumph of reason and
philosophy over error.  And perhaps this degree 1s the very
first step in the plan of ILLvmivaTion,

“ We are not to suppose that this was carried to extrenuty
at once.  But it s certain, that before 1743, it had become
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universal, and that the lodges of Free Masonry had be-
come the places for making proselytes to every strange, ob-
noxious doctrine. Theurgy, Cosmogony, Cabala, and many
whimsical and mystical doctrines, which have been grafted
on the distinguishing tenots, and the pure morality of the
Jews and Christians, were subjects af frequent discussion
in the lodges.

“ Thesé fucts and observations fully account for the zeal
with which all this patch-work addition to the simple Free
Masonry of England was prosecuted in France. [t sur-
prises us Britous, who are accustomed to consider the whole
as a matter of amusement for us young men, who are glad of
any pretext for indulging in conviviality. We generally
consider a man, advanced in life, with less respect, if he
shows any serious attachment to such things. But, in France,
the civil and religious restraint on conversation, made these
secret assemblies very precious ; and they were muceh fre-
quented by men of letters, who there found an opportunity
of expressing in safety their dissatisfaction with those re-
straints, and with that inferiority of rank and condition to
which they were subjected, and which appeared to them-
selves so inndequate to their own talents and ments.

“ The Avocats de Parlement, the young men of no for-
tune, the unbeneficed Abbés, and the soi-disant philoso-
phers, formed a numerous band, frequented the lodges, and
there discussed every topie of religion and politics. Spe-
cimens of this oceupation appeartd, from time to time, in
Colleetions of Discourses delivered by the brother orator.
| once had in my possession two volumes of these dis-
courses, which I now regret that I left in a lodge on the
continent, when my relish for Free Masonry had forsaken
me. One of these is a discourse by Brother Robinet, de.
livered in the Logedes Chevaliers Bienfaisants de la Sainte
Cité at Lyons, at a visitation by the Grand Master the Dug
de Chartres, afterwards Orleans, and Fgalité. In this
discourse we have the germ and substance of his noted
work, the Systeme dela Nature, on I' Homme moral et phy-
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sugue.  In another discourse delivered by Brother Condor-
cet in the Loge des Philalethes, at Strasburg, we have the
outhmes of his posthumous work, Le Progres de UEspri
humen : and m another, delivered by Mirabean, in the
Loge des Chevaliers bienfaisants at Pans, we have a great
deal of the levelling principles, and cosmopolitism,* which
he thundered from the tribunes of the National Assembly,
But the most remarkable performances of this kind are, the
Aréhives Mystico- Hermetiques, and the Des Erreurs. et de
la Verité. 'The first 18 considered as an account historical
and dogmatical, of the procedure and system of the Loge
des Chevaliers Bienfaisants at Lyons. This was the most
zealous and systematical of all the cosmopolitical lodges in
France. It worked long under the patronage of its Grand
Master the Duc de Chartres, alterwards Orleans, and at
last, Ph, Kzalité, 1t sent outimany afliliated lodges, which
were erectod in various parts of the French dominions,
The daughter lodges at Paris, Strasbourg, Lille, Thoulouse,
look the addittonal title of Philalethes, © There arose some
schisms, as may be expected, in an association where every
man is enconraged to broach, and to propagate, any the
most singular opinion, . These schisms were continued
with some heat, but were, in a great nieasure, repaired in
lodges which 1ok the name of Amis reunis de la Verité,
One of this denomination at Paris became very eminent.
The mother lodge at Lyons extended its correspondence
into Giermany; and other loreign countries, and sent eonst-
tutions or systems hy which the lodges conducted their ope-
rations,

“The book Des Erreurs et de la Veritée must, therefore,
be considered us a classical book of these opinions. We
know that it ongmnated in the Loge des Chev. Bienfaisants
at Lyons, . We know that this lodge stood, as it were, at

Citizenship of the waorld, from the Greek words €omige, world, anid
Polir, w eity,
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the head of French Free Masonry, and that the fictitious
arder of Masonic Kunights Templars was formed in this
lodge, and was considered as the model of -all the rest of
this mimie chivalry.* ‘They proceeded so far in this mum-
mery, as even to have the clorical tonsures, The duke of
Orleans, his son, the elector of Bavaria, and some other
German princes, did not scruple at this mummery in their
own persons.  In all the lodges of reception, the brother
arator never failed to declaim on the topic of superstition,
blind to the exhibitior he was then making, or indifferent
as to the vile hypoerisy of it.  We have, in the lists of ora-
tors and office-bearers, many names ol persons, who have
had an epportumty at last of proclaiming their sentiments
in publie. The Abbé - Sieyes was of the lodge of Philale-
thes ot Pars, and also at Lyons, Lequinio, author of the
most profligate book that ever disgraced a press, the Pre-

Juges vaineus par la Raison, was warden in the lodge

Compacte Sociale.  Despremenil, Bailly, Fauchet, Maury,
Mouunier, were of the same system, though in different
lodges. 'They were called Martinists, from a St. Martin
who founded a schism in the system of the Chevaliers Bien-

Jaigants, of which we have not any very precise account.

Mercier gives some account of it in his Tablean de Paris,
and in his Année, 1888, The breach alarmed the brethren,
and occastoned great heats, But it was healed, and the
fraternity took the name of Misa du Renis, which is an ana-
gram of des Amis Reunis. The bishop of Autun, Abbé
Perigord, the man so bepraised as the benevolent citizen of
the world, the friend of mankind and of good order, was
senior warden of another lodge at Paris, established in 1786,

* Thin is the favourite order of knighthood with American Masons:
and its ritual, as published in 1821, claims for it an origin in Jerusalem,
A. D). 1118; and the order of the Red Croms, in the court of Darius, du-
ring the Babylonish captivity '—Templar's Chart, pp. 9 and 23. When
will this conternpt of truth and of common sense receive proper chastise.

ment ¢
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(I think chiefly by Orleans and himself,) which afterwards
became the Jacobn club. In short, we may assert with
confidence, that the Mason lodges in France were the hot-
beds, where the seeds were sown and tenderly reared, of
all the permeious doctrines which soon afier choked every
moral and religions cultivation, and have made the society
worse than a waste ; have made it a noisome marsh of hu-
man corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed.

“These lodges were frequented by persons of all ranks,
and of every profession. The idle and the frivolous found
amusement, and glittering things to tickle their satiated fun-
cies, There they became the dupes of the declamations
of the crafty and licentious Abbés, and writers of every de-
nomination. Mutual encouragement in the indulgence of
hazardous thoughts, and opinions which flatter our wishes
or propensities, is a lure which few minds can resist, I be-
lieve that most men have felt this in some period of their
lives, I can find no other way for accounting for the com-
pany that I have seen in a Mason lodge. The lodge de la
Parfaite Intelligence, at Liege, contained, in December
1770, the prince bishop and the greatest part of his chap-
ter; and all the office-bearers were dignitaries of the
chureh ; yet a discourse given by the brother orator was as
poignant a satire on superstition and credulity, as if it*had
been written by Voltaire, It was under the auspices of
this lodge, that the collection of discourses which T men-

tioned above was published ; dnd there is no fault found
with brother Robinet, nor brother Condorcet.”
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CHAPTER XLVIIL

Gwmg some account of German Masonry, and of the em-
bassy m pursuit of the Masonic seeretto the caves of Oid
Aberdeen.

(P.53.) * Burit is now time to turn our eyes to the
progress of Free Masonry in Germany, and the north of
Europe; there it took a more serious turn.  Free Masonry
was imported into Germany somewhat later than into
France. The first German lodge that we have any account
of, is that at Cologne, erected in 1716, but very soon sup-
pressed.  Before the vear 1725, there were many, both in
Protestant and Catholic Germany. "Those of Wetzlar,
Frankfort on the Maine, Brunswick, and Hamburg, are
the oldest, and their priority s doubtful. All of them re-
ceived their institution from England, and had® patents from
the mother lodge in London. All seem to have got the
mystery through the same channel, the banished friends of
the Stuart fumily. Many of these were Catholics, and en-
tered into the service of Austria and the Catholic princes.

“ The true hospitality, that is no where more conspicuous
than in the character of the Germans, made this institution
u most agreeable and useful passport to these gentlemen ;
and as many of them were in military stations, and in garri-
son, they found it a very easy matter to set up lodges in
all parts of Germany. These afforded a very agreeable
pastime to the officers, who had little to occupy them, and
were already accustomed to a subordination which did not
affect their vanity on account of family distinctions. As

'
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the ensign and the general were equally gentlemen, the
allegory, or play ol universal brotherhood, was neither no-
vel nor disgusting.  Iree Masonry was then of the simplest
form, consisting of the three degrees of apprentice, fellow
craft, and master. It s remarkable, that the Germans had
been long accustomed to the word, the sign, and the grip
of the Masons, and some other handicraft trades. In many
parts of Germany there was a distinction of operative Ma-
sons into Wort Maurers and Sechrift Maurers, [ Word
Masons, and Writ Masons.] The Wort Maurers had no
other proof to give of their having been regularly brought
up to the trade of builders but by the word and signs ; the
Schrift Maurers had written indentures to show,

“ There are extant, and in force, borough laws, enjoming
the masters of Masons to give employment to journeymen
who had the proper word and signs.  In particular, it ap-
pears, that some eities had more extensive privileges in this
respect than others.  The word given at Wetzlar, the seat
of the great council of revision for the empire, entitled the
possessor to work over the whole empire.  'We may infer,
from the processes and decisions in some of those munici-
pal courts, that a master gave a word and token for each
year's progress of his apprentice. e gave the word of
the incorporated imperial city or borough on which he de-
pendl‘.tL and also a word peculiar to himself, by which all
hus own pupi]s would recognise each other.

“ This mode of recognizance was probably the only docu-
ment of education in old times, while writing was confined
to a very small part of the community.™

(P. 56.) * The Germans have always exhibited astrong
hankering after every thing that is wonderful, or solemn, or

terrible ; have always furmshed partisans m the foremost
ranks ol gross absurdities, hstening with greedy ears to
the nonsense and jargon of fanatics and cheats; and
though they every day see examples of many ruined, or
rendered ndiculous by ther credulity, new pretenders (o
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secrets find numbers ready to histen to them, and to run over
the same course,

“Free Masonry, professing mysteries, instantly roused
these people, and the lodges appeared to the adventurers
who wanted to profit by the enthusiasm, or the avarice of
their dupes, the fittest places in the world for the seene of
their operations. 'The Rosicrucians were the first who
availed themselves of the opportunity. 'This was not the
society which had appeared formerly under that name, and
was now extinct ; but a set of Alchymists, pretenders to
the transmutation of metals and the universal medicine,
who, the better to inveigle their votaries, had mixed with
their own tricks, a good deal of the absurd superstitions of
that sect, in order to give a greater air of mystery to the
whole, to protract the time of mstruction, and to afford
more room for evasions, by making so many difficult con-
ditions necessary for perfecting the grand work, that the
unfortunate gull, who had thrown away his time and his
money, might believe that the failure was owing to his own
incapacity or unfitness for being the possessor of the grand
IE!:I"EL“

(P.64.) ** The German Masons, however, did one sensible
thing ; they sent a deputation to Old Aberdeen, Scotland.
to inquire after the caves where their venerable mysteries
were known, and their treasures were hid. They had, as
they thought, merited some confidence, for they had remit-
ted annual contributions to their unknown superiors, to the
amount of some thousands of rix dollars. But, alas! their
ambassadors found the Free Masons of Old Aberdeen ig-
norant of all this, and equally eager to learn from the am-
bassadors what was the true origin and meaning of Freo
Masonry, of which they knew nothing but the simple tale of
old Hiram.”

(P. 58.) *“In 1756, 0r 1757, a complete revolution took
place. The French officers, who were prisoners at large
in Berlin, undertook, with the assurance peculiar to they
nation, to instruct the simple Germans in every thing that

")
e
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embellishes society. They said, that the homespun Free
Masonry, which had been imported from England, was fit
only for the unpolished minds of the British ; but that n
France it had grown into an elegant system, fit for the pro-
fossion of gentlemen. Nay, they said, that the English
were ignorant of true Masonry, and possessed nothing but
the introduction to it ; and even this was not understood by
them. When the ribbons and stars, with which the French
had ornamented the order, were shown to the Germans,
they could not resist the enchantment. A Mr. Rosa, &
French commissary, brought from Paris a complete wa-
gon-load of Masonic ornaments, which were all distributed
before it had reached Berlin, and he was obliged to ordex
another, to furnish the lodges of thatcity. It became for o
while a most profitable business to many French officers
and commissaries dispersed over Germany, having nothing
else to do. Every body gaped for instruction, and these
kind teachers were always ready to bestow it. In half a
year Free Masonry underwent a complete revolution all
over Germany, and Chevaliers (Knights) multiplied without
number. The Rosaic system was a gospel to the Masons,
and the poor British systom was despised. But the new
lodges of Berlin, as they had been the teachers of the
whole empire, wanted also tobe the governors, and insist-
ed on complete subjection from all others. This startled
the Free Masons at a distance, and awaked them from their
golden dreams. Now began a struggle for dominion and
for independency. ‘This made the old lodges think a little
about the whole affair. The result of this was a counter
revolution.

“ Though no man could pretend that he understood the
true meaning of Free Masonry, its origin, its history, or its
real aim, all saw that the interpretations of their hiero-
glyphics, and the rituals of the new degrees imported from
France, were quite gratuitous. It appeared, therefore, that
the safest thing for them was an appeal to the birth-place
of Musonry. They gent'to London for instruetion. There
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they learned, that nothing was acknowledged for genuine
unsophisticated Masonry, but the three degrees ; and that
the mother lodge of London alone could, by her instruc-
tions, prevent the most dangerous schisms and innovations.
Many lodges, therefore, applied for patents and instruc-
tions. Patents were easily made out, and most willingly
sent to the zealous brethren, and these were thankfully re-
ceived and paid for. But instruction was not so easy a mat-
ter. At that time we had nothing but the Book of Consti-

tutions, dawn up about 1720, by Anderson and
liers, two persons of little education, and of low manners,

who had aimed at little more than making a pretext, not
altogether contemptible, for a convivial meeting. This, how-
ever, was received with respect. We are apt to smile at
grave men's being satisfied with such coarse and scanty
fare. But it was of use merely because it gave an ostensi-

ble reason for resisting the despotism of the lodges of Ber-
lin. Several respectable lodges, particularly that of Frank-
fort on the Maine, that of Wetzlar, and the Royal York

of Berlin, resolutely adhered to the English system, and
denied themselves all the enjoyments of the French de-
grees, rather than acknowledge the supremacy of the Ro-
saic lodges of Berlin.”

Professor Robison is qualified to speak of Free Masonry,
He was a scholar, had taken its higher degrees, had taken
a part in its lodzes in the various caflitals of Europe, en-
joyed its privileges of introduction to a high degree, and
sometimes speaks of it with a weakness scarce pardona-
ble: * mnocent hypocerisy;” “ a pretext for a convivial
meeting not altogether contemptible ; yet how frivolous
and vain he makes it appear! [His passing thrusts, “ The
occupations (shall I call them) of Free Masonry ;' * Sys-
tem of Free Masonry, (if it may get such a name,)” speak
a contempt of the thing not to be counterfeited or mis-
taken,

Professor Robison next traces the history of the German
lodges in their conversion to be schools of French phileso-
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phy. The particulars are numerous and interesting, but
we must come at once to the conclusion.

(P.75.) * And thus it appears, that Germany has ex-
perienced the snme gradual progress from religion to Athe-
1sm, from decency to dissoluteness, and from loyalty to re-
bellion, which has had is course in France. And I must now
acld, that this progress has been eflected in the same manner,
and by the same means; and that one of the chiefl means
of seduction has been the lodges of the Free Masons. The
French, along with their numerous orders of knighthood,
and stars, and rnibbons, had brought in the custom of ha-
ranguing in the lodges ; and as human nature has a consi-
derable uniformity every where, the same topics became
favourite subjects of declamation that had tickled the ear
in France ! there were the same corruptions of sentiments
and manners among the luxurious or profligate, and the
same incitements to the utterance of these sentiments.
wherever it could be done with safety ; and, 1 may say,
that the zealots in all these tracts of free-thinking, were
more serious, more grave, and fanatical. These are not
assertions @ priori. 1 can produce proofs. There was a
Baron Knigge, residing at that time in the neighbourhood
of Frankfort, of whom 1 shall afterwards have occasion
frequently to speak. ‘This man was an enthusiast in Ma-
sonry from his youth, and had run through every possible
degree of it. He was dissatisfied with them all, and par-
ticularly with the [rivolity of the French chivalry; but he
<till believed that Masonry contained invaluable secrets ;
(poor man.) He imagined that he saw a glimpse of them
m the eosmo-political and sceptical discourses in their
lodges ; he sat down to meditate on these, and soon col-
lected his thougiits, and found that those French orators
were right without knowing it ; and that Masonry wes pure
natural religion and universal citizenship, and that this was
also true Christianity.”

This is the same Knigge who personated Philo in that
fraternity~ where Weishaupt appeared as Spartacus, and
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Zwack assumed the name of Cato, He appears to have
been well fitted by his Free Masonry for the highest degrees
of Hluminism,

And so, indeed, were a multitude of the fraternity in
Germany in 1776, when Weishaupt appeared as the foun-
der of a new school of mystical philosophy.

(P.8L) « 'The spirit of innovation had seized all the bre-
thren.  No man could give a tolerable account of the ori-
gin, history, or object of the order, and it appeared as a
lost or forgotten mystery.

* The symbols seemed to be equally susceptible of every
interpretation, and none of these seemed entitled to any
decided preference. This rendered it a fit instrument for
the Illuminees, who commenced operations at Munich,
n Bavaria, in the Lodge Theodore of Good Counsel. Of
this sect it will be proper to take especial notice,"

CHAPTER XLIX,

Free Masonry’s Base Service to the Hluminat;.

“Bo spake the enemy of mankind, enclosed
“ In Serpent, inmate bad ! and toward Eve
“ Addressed his way : not with indented wave
“Prone on the ground, as since ; but on his rear,
" Circular base of rising folds, that towered
" Fold above fold, a surging maze ™
.-‘flff#ﬂ.q 9th book.

“ Wav introduce the Illuminati into a treatise upon Free

Masonry ? "To burden Masonry with sins not her own?
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The Illuminees were a hateful race of demoralizing philo-
sophers, who sought the entire abolition of every form of
government, religion, and cwvil polity ; who aimed, under the
delusive hope of an Age of Reason, to reduce man to the
primiuve stale of lawless simphcity,  when each father
should, like Abraham and the Patnarchs, become the priest
and absolute spvereign of his own family, and reason be
the only book of laws, the sole code of man.,—What has
Free Masonry o do with them "

Not so much, gentle reader, as they had to do with Free
Masonry. They wanted a cloak to cover their schemes ;
“For,"” say they, “in secrecy our strength principally lies.
On this account we should always conceal ourselves under
the name of some other association. The inferior lodges
of Free Masonry are the most convenient eloaks for our
grand object; [why 7] because the world is already fami-
liarized with the idea that nothing of importance, or wor-
thy of attention, can spring from Masonry.” Free Mason-
ry was their chosen servant, and this will not recommend
her as an inmate to the mansions of the just,

The chiels were learned men, practised in the ways of
the world, and possessed infernal cunning beyond compare.
They chose their measures with much foresight, and pro-
secuted them with singular address, They studied Free
Masonry, what it was ; they proved its convenience by a
free use, Their knights swore, among other things, “to
labour at rendering the ancient Free Masonry triumphant
over the false systems which have crept into it.”"—* I will
dedicate my life to the discovery of the true religion and
real doctrines of Free Masonry, and T will impart my dis-
coveries to my superiors.” (B, p. 84.) And a part of the
knight's duty was to obtain the control of the masonic
lodges. “ In every town of any note situated within their
district, the secret chapters shall establish lodges for the
three ordinary degrees, and shall cause men of sound mo-
rals, of good repute, and of easy crcumstances, to be re-
ceived into the lodges. Such men are much to be sought
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after, and are to be made Masons, even though they should
not be of any service to Illuminism in its wlterior projects.”
“ Spare no pains to gain the ascendancy in those lodges
which are established, either to reform, or to destroy.” (B-
vol. il p. 91.) .

The investigations of such men into the origin of Free
Masonry, and their speculations upon its character and de-
sign, will be worth having. If they were utterly at a loss to
tell whence it spruag, we shall not be sure it was the gift of
God to the first Masons, as both editions of the Book of
Constitutions of Massachusetts, Preston, Caleott, Hutchin-
son, and others, declare; if they deemed it a medley of
puerilities which the craft themselves do not understand,
we shall doubt whether it teaches the seven liberal arts and
sciences, as Webb, and Cross, and Preston, and Tannehill,
and Dalcho, and a host, maintain. If they describe it, and
use it, as the fittest of all instruments for the accomplish-
ment of their diabolical purposes against every form of reli-
gion and every system of civil government, we shall doubt,
reader, shall we not, whether it does rest, according to Mr.
Town, and the Grand Chapter of New-York, “on the
same co-cternal and unshaken foundation, contain and incul-
cate, in substance, the same truths, and propose the same wlti-
mate end, as the doctrines of Christianity taught by divine
revelation I

These impious self-worshippers, to eflect their monstrous
designs, entered into Free Masonry as Satan in Paradise
entered into the serpent. The ruin they wrought in the
French revolution, 18 enough to make every considerate
man shudder, and to be jealous of the means by which it
was effected. Why should we embrace this modern ser-
pent, court it, honour it 7 Why not rather shun it with ab-
horrence, if not with dread ! Say to it as of old :

s Becouse thou hast done this, thou art accursed

« Above all eattle, each beast of the field ;

% Upon thy belly grovelling shalt thou ge,

“ And dust thou shalt eat all the days of thy life.”
Milton, 10th beok.
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It 18 difficult to conceive that men can be so abandoned
to all sense of virtue and of piety—learned men; cunmng
men, observing men, be so absolutely blind, and stupd,
and ignorant, 85 to seek the subversion of every city, and
town, and form of government, and semblanee of religious
worship.  But the proof is indisputable.

I charge not Free Masonry with this guilt ; nor yet is her
character quite untarnished in the work. She was their
willing and faithful servant. (B. p. 158.) « Let the laugh-
ers laugh, the scoffers scofl’; still the day will come when
princes and nations shall disappear from the face of the earth,
and when each man shall recognise no other law than his
reason., Tlas shall be the grand work of secret societies.”

(B. p. 111.) Again, speaking of the means by which to
anin his wicked ends, the chief, Weishaupt, says: * thege
meuans are the secret schools of philosophy. These schools
have been in all ages the archives of nature and of the
rights of man. These schools shall one day retrieve the
fall of human nature, and princes and nations shall disap-
pear from the face of the carth, and that without any vio-
lence. Human nature shall form one great family, and the
earth shall become the habitation of the man of reason,”

* The inferior lodges of Free Masonry are the most con-
venient cloanks for our grand object,” &e. And not a
cloak merely. Weshaupt understands how to moralize
upon the meanest implements of handicraft, equal to the
fabled Solomon himself Hear him. (B. p. 125.) “ The
rough stone of Masonry represents man in the primitive
state, savage, but free : the stone split, or broken, is the
state of fallen nature, of mankind in a state of civil so-
ciety, no longer united in one family, but divided according
to their states, governments, or religions. The polished
stone represents mankind reinstated i its primitive dignity
and independence,”

Hear him address one of his polished stones, (those who
had ascended to the top degrees of [lluminism.) (B. p. 156.)
“ All we have done for you hitherto, was only to prepare
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you to co-operate with us in the annihilation of all magis-
tracy, all governments, all laws, and all eivil society ; of
every republic, and even of democracy, as well as aristoc-
rucy and monarchy. If you ask how it is possible for men
assembled in towns te live in future without laws or magis-
trates, the answer is clear—desert your towns and villages,
and fire yout houses. Did men build houses in the days of
the patriarchs ! They were all equal and free: the earth
belonged to them all: each had an equal right,” &e.
Weishaupt is mistaken.

Now, a society which was an excellent cloak for such
as these, ought to form no part of the habit of an honest
man. Weishaupt like the devil,

—* With inspection deep

“ Considered every creature, which of all

* Most opportune might serve his wiles, and found”
In Masonry, what Satan in serpent,

4 Fit vesiel, fittest cmp of fraud, in whom

“ To enter, and his dark suggestions hide

" From sharpesi sight.”

Multon, 9th book.

The sin of Masonry was, that it basely received and
faithfully served the destroyer ; for that alone it deserves to
perish, with the reprobation of every honest man.
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CHAPTER L.

Weshaupt, Lwack, and Knigoe : and the Brother Insi-

nuator, or Recruiter.

“ Now he appears almost divine,
4 Like innocence and love ;
* But the old Serpent lurks within,
* When he assumes the dove."—FHails.

Iv giving some account of Huminism, as connected with
Free Masonry, | shall confine myself” for the facts, at least,
to the original letters and papers of the fraternity, publish-
ed, with every mark of authenticity, in the works of Barruel
and Robison, The writings are generally so plain as to re-
quire little comment, and so extraordinary as to force the
reflections of the reader. They will serve to show the dan-
ger of abusing reason, while we seem most to use it : and
the madness of attenapting to reform the world by the over-
throw of religious worship in the fear of God. - They will
show the nature and dangerous tendency of all secret asso-
ciations, and particularly the flexibility and emptiness of
I'ree Masonry.

I cannot enter upon this subject {arther, without express-
ing my high consideration of the Abbe Barruel’s treatise
upon the Hlumineces: to him I am most indebted. His
plan is perspicuous, his documents are copious, and every
one authenticated in such manner that no reader éan rise
from the perusal of his work without an irresistible convie-
tion, both from the sentiments and from the designs of the
llluminees, that they are justly entitled a seet, * the most
disastrous in its principles, the most extensive in its views,
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and the most atrociously cunning in its means,” that ever
disgraced the earth.

Every member of the fraternity had a name peculiar to
himself as an Illuminee, in which name he acted on all oc-
casions of the society. Every considerable town, too, had
its name of [lluminism ; and every kingdom. They wrote
also in cipher, the different degrees having different hiero-
glyphics. Their papers were seized by the diflerent go-
vernments of Germany and published; and their whole
aim was completely detected and exposed by these, and
by the confessions of the disappointed of their order.

In speaking of the principals, I will give both their own
name, and their name of adoption. It is worthy of remark.
that the names they affected were such as honest men
would hate. The founder and builder, Adam Weishaupt,
took the name of Spartacus, a gladiator of ancient Rome,
who, in a desperate rebellion of three years, caused scarce-
| ly less danger to the commonwealth than Haonibal had
done. It would be odious to place this man before the
reader in the depravity of his private life, with the full blaze
of proof upon his countenance. And to call him by the
epithets he deserves for his base immorality, would unne-
cessarily disfigure the page. It is enough to say, that he
gave full proof,in his own life, of the detestable nature of
the false principles which guided him, and which he zea-
lously communicated to others.

Though of mean birth, lis talents and acquirements
were sufficient to gain for him the Professorship of Lawsin
the University of Ingolstadt, in Bavaria, his native country,
before he had attained his twenty-eighth year ; and before
he was thirty he had plans in operation for the reformation
of the world, by the destruction of all religious principles.

Zwack, a German lawyer, who adopted the name of
Cato, without so much as temperance or chastity to entitle
him to the appellation of that stern and virtuous Roman,
was the second grand officer in this fraternity.

And Knigge, a man of fashion, and of the world, a famous

e __ e -
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Free Mason, and lover of good cheer, surnamed himsell
Philo, and by his epistles and services, seems entitled to
the third - rank in this brotherhood of smooth-tongued im-
postors,

Their plan of operations divided the sect into two grand
classes 3 these were again divided into many degrees.

The first class was that of preparation, and the three
first degrees of this class were the three first degrees of
Masonry, unless we say, that novices in IHluminism were
always selected from masters in Free Masoney, Then four
degrees hnmght them to the second class, or mysteries; of
the mysteries there were five degrees.

Hluminism, proper, had nine degrees, grafied on the
three firgt degrees® of Free Masonry: all the remaining
degrees of Masonry were used as occasion required ; and
served the disciples of Weishaupt as the twenty -collateral
degrees serve the sublime sovereigns: “ which they gene-
tally communicate free of expense to thosé brethren who
are high enough to understand them.”"—(Dalcha’s Ora-
tiong, p. 80,)

Every degree had one member, who was, by the code
itself, entitled, from his official duty, “ Brother Insinuator,”
and, sometimes, “ Brother Recruiter.”. The Free Mason
lodges were the pools i which the Brother Recruiter an-
gled for novices in llluminism, and the manner of baiting
and taking his prey will be best understood from the follow-
ing directions, furnished by the statutes of the order,

(B. p. 30.) *“ He must begin by descanting on the
supreme felieity of being versed in sciences which few can
approach ; of walking in the paths of light, while the vul-
gar are groping i darkness, He must remark, that there

* Barruel, who best understood the plans of the Tlluminees, makes all
Free Masonry only collateral to Iluminism; Robison. who was Better
ikilled in their praeticss, makes the three first degrees of Masonry the
touk, and Ulutainism the sejon.
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exist doctrines solely transmitted by secret traditions, be-
cause they are above the comprehension of common minds,
In proof of his assertions, he will cite the Gymnosophists in
the Indies, the priests of Isis in Egypt, and those of Eleu-
sis, and the Pythagorean school in Greece,”

(P. 32.) * Let your first care be to gain the affection,
the confidence, and the esteem of those persons whom you
are to entice into the order; let your whole conduct be
such, that they shall surmise something more in you than
you wish to show—hint that you belong to some seeret and
powerful society—excite little by little, and not at once, a
wish in your candidate to belong to a similar society—cer-
tain arguments, and certain books, which the insinuator
must have, will greatly contribute to raise such a wish ;
such are, for example, those which treat of thé union and
strength of associations,”

(P.33,) “To soynd the very bottom of his mind, the
insinuator will pretend to consult him, as if he had been in-
trusted with certain secrets; he will make objections on
the secrecy of these societies ; but should they make too
much impression, he will resolve them himself. At other
times, to stimulate the cariosity of his pupil, he will hold a
letterin his hand written in a cipher, or he will leave it
half open on his table, giving his candidate sufficient time
to observe the cipher, and then shut it up with all the air of
a man who has important correspondences to keep se-
cret,. - - ;

This claim of the Brother Insinuator to the sciences, and
to the light, while the rest of mankind are in profane dark-
ness 3 this claim to valuable doctrines transmined by secret
traditions, and this attempt to excite curiosity, and magnify
selfimportance, by evident attempts to corceal a mystery,
are all in the very image of Free Masonry. Few will ad-
mire them in the professed insinuator. :
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CHAPTER LI

Huminisin : The end a‘.‘?ﬁt‘!fﬁ{’ﬁ the means : Reason then
Relizion.

“ With tract obhque,
“ At first, as one who sought access, but feared
“ To interrupt, side-long he works his way,
“ Oft he bowed
“ His turret erest, und sleck enamelled neck,
“ Fawning, and licked the ground whereon she trod.”

Milton, b,

Twe mnocent aspect assumed by this fraternity, is
worthy, in fraud, of the Tempter himself. The novice
is made, at his introduction, to say, “ I subject myself
the more willingly to the secrecy required, as my introdueer
assures me that nothing is ever transacted in this society

hurtful to religion, morals, or the state.” (B. p. 38.)

'l-'hvs-:e.- words are put into the mouth of the novice, and
prepare him with confidence to receive the following ntro-
duction to the statutes of his degree, which are now placed
in his hands,

(B. p. 41.) “ For the tranquillity and secunty of all
the brethren, weether novices, or active members of the
society, and to prevent all ill grounded suspicions, or disa-
greeable doubts, the venerable order declares, that it abso-
lutely has in view no project, enterprise, or undertaking,
hurtful to the state, to religion, or to good morals ; and that
it savours nothing of that nature in any of its members. Its
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designs, all its toils, solely tend to inspire men with a zeal
for the perfection of their moral characters, to impregnate
them with humane and sociable sentiments, to counteract
the plans of the wicked, to succour oppressed and suffer-
ing virtue, to favour the advancement of men of merit, and
to render those sciences universal, which are as yet hidden
from the generality of men. Such is not the coloured pre-
text, but the real object of the order,”

To attain this * real object,” the sect were imstructed
fearlessly * to employ the same means for a good purpose,
which impostors use for an evil purpose.” If bad men
will lie to gain their ends, it is hard, according to Weis-
haupt, if good men may not have the same privilege, em-
ploy a lie to defeat a lie. Good men, and yet hars! This
is worthy of the Hluminees; a doctrine fit for the night,
proper to be inculcated in a secret society,

He carries it, in the following maxim, one step further :
“The end sanctifies the means.” To this precept of their
moral code they commonly referred in their writings, and
its value they amply proved in their wretched hives, making
it their apology for every species of wickedness not fit to
be named. The sect, in a summary made by Barruel,
speak as follows : “ I to overturn Chnstianity and every re-
ligion, we have pretended solely to possess true Christiani-
ty, the true religion, remember, the end sanctifies the means ;

| the saze must make use of all those means for good pur-
| poses, which the wicked do for evil. The means we em-
ployed to rid you, and which we continue, 1o rid mankind
of all religion, are but a pious fraud, which we always
meant to reveal to you, when capable of understanding it.”
0, how deceived ! They become imps, the better to op-
pose the Prince of the power of the aw! They use the
weapons of blackness and of despair, to maintain the
throne of heaven | They would become gods, by foul trans-
eression. How plainly this manifests * the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience.” (Eph.i. 2.)
Their lessons profess to treat of morality, and morality

L—-———
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alone.  Weishaupt says, “ Not that morality which, adding
to the miseries of the miserable, throws them into a state of
pusillanimity and despair, by the threats of hell and the
fear of dewils.,”™ (B, p. I'2.) He is a true Free Mason,
and would make men better without the help of fear. Let
others learn Irom his success, and beware of appearing
wise nbove what 1s written,

It is a rcmarkable definition they give to the word mora-
lity. “True l!l”!':'lhl}-.u they say, “*is no other than the art
of teaching men to shake off their wardship, o attain the
age of manhood, and thus to need neither princes nor go-
vermments,”  They say, “ man is wicked, because religion,
the state, and bad u.\:u'npiur, perverts him.” They form
liberal opinions of human nature, and labour indefatigably
to inculeate their sentiments ; their lives all the while giving
them the lie. With fervour they exclaim, *May our prinei.
ples become the foundation of all morals! Let reason, at
length, be the religion of men I

“This exhortation,” says the Abbe Barruel, “ will ena-
ble the reader to solve the problem of the altars of wor-
ship, and the festivals of Reason, in the French revolution ;
nor will he be any longer at a loss to know from what
loathsome den their shameless goddess arose.™ (B. p. 119.)

It is sickening to contemplate this exhibition of depravi-
ty ; but meeting with it in this connexion, it is good to pre-
sent it here, that all may be admonished. They would have
their principles the foundation of all morals, and reason
their religion. Nothing seemed to them more reasonable
than this, notwithstanding the chosen basis of their moral
code was that very principle which the inspired’ apostle
repels with indignation, : * as we be slanderously reported,
and as some aflinn that we say, l.et us do evil that good

may eome ;" and notwithstanding their lives were the re-

verse of that required by reason instructed in the serip-
tures, and made obedient to the revealed will of Grod.
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CHAPTER LIL

Requisitions of Hluminism ; Weishaupt's impressive Views
of the nature of Secret Societies,

“ The wretch that deals in sly deovit,
“ Il not endare a night;
“ The liar’s tongue T'll ever hate,
“ And banish from my sight.”
IWalis,

T'ue statutes of the order furnish four and twenty formal
questions to be put to the noviee, each of which he is ex-
pected to answer in the affirmative, Several of them, in

| the likeness of Free Masonry, I copy here, to see how they
look in the hands of the Iluminees,

(B, p. 47.) * Ques. Il. Have you seriously reflected on
the importance of thestep you take, in binding yourself by
engagements that are unknown to you ’”

Were this question fairly put to every candidate for Ma-
sonry, the number of the fraternity would diminish.

(B. p. 48.) “ Ques, XI. Do you moreover grant the pow-
er of life and death to our order ! On what grounds would
vou refuse or recognise in it such a right 1

Though Free Masons are not called upon to recognise
such a right in their order, circumstances render it too cer-
tain, that some have, in this favoured land, assumed the
power demanded by IHuminism, of life and death over
the members of the fraternity.

“ Ques, XII. Are you disposed, on all occasions, to give
the preference to men of our order, over all other men 1*

This is so nearly like the requisitions of Free Masonry,
that the difference is not worth naming. And it is an i

11

_-—



:”“ WEINHAUPT IMPFRESSIVE YIEWS O

portant requisition 3 one that leads many an idle brother to
rin.  Caleulating on the custom, the « mployment, or the
vote of the craft, as in a measure secured to him by the
laws of the institution, he does not always make that effort
to deserve patronage, which those must make, who rely
solely upon their own merits to secure public esteem and sup-
port 3 and while he is attentive at the lodges, and ready to
teach at the lectures, and decorated with the badges of
Masontc honours, upon the festivals of Free Masonry ; lus
shop, and trade, and profession, and family, are all mourn-
ing his absence and neglect.

Lt 1s important, too, as it gives the Free Mason an undue
advantage over his fellow citizens not masons. T'wo men
of a trade or profession, equally deserving public favour, but
one a I'ree Mason and the other not, the fraternity are bound
by therr Masonic obligations, to em _m’n_.-; ened prefer the brother
Maxan.  The Mason may think this 15 quite right 5 but the
hionest mechanie, who is left with a bare support, to conténd
both against the hardships of poverty, and the secret influ-
ence of a selfish fraternity, will most certainly complain.

The known advantage of the patronage of the craft, is
undoubtedly the reason why thousands of young men,
leeling about them for supparts in the first part of the du-
ties of life, have entered into the fellowship of the lodges ;
and the conmtenance and support they have received from
acquamtances formed there, will be, perhaps, the most
powerful bond of attachment to the interests of this InYE-
terious association.

But to return 1o Weshaupt. The novice in Hluminism
promses, i the conclusion, * to be faithful to all the laws
of his order, and to support it with his counsels, his for-
tune, and ull other means;” subjecting himself * to for-
[eit s honour, and even his life, should he ever break his
promise,

How like Free Masonry is this obligation ! Only it is
hornbly surpassed in the forms of the forfeiture of life.
which the hoodwinked candidate iz called solemnly to rc-
peal after the clear sighted master.
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I said that Free Masons are not called npon to recognise
the power of life and death in the order; and so I under-
stand it.  Others understand it differently. It is true, the
candidate mvekes a ernel death, which wonld make a com-
mon executioner shudder to mflict ; but if one acknow-
ledges any power short of the Supreme, adequate to infliet
that death, he errs.

This would be effectually clearing a transgressor from all
danger of the precise death invoked ; but it is leaving the
case with Him who will -not suffer the wicked to go un-
punished, and wheo, * after he hath killed, hath power to
cast into hell.”—( Luke, xii. 5.)

The novice is now ready for promotion. He 1= caused
by his introducer to request the protection of the order.

(B. p. 52.) “ Your request is just,” replies the supe-
rior. “ Inthe name of the most serene order from which 1

| hold my powers, and in the name of all its members, I pro-
mise you proteetion, justice, and help.  Moreover, I protest
to you once more, that you will find nothing among ws hurt-
Jul either to religion,to morals,or to the state ;" (here the
initiator takes in his hand the naked sword which lays upon
the table, and, pomnting it at the heart of the novice, con-
tinues,) * but should you ever be a traitor or a perjurer,
assure yourself that every brother will be called upon to
arm against you. Do not flatter yourself' with the possibi-

| lity of escaping, or of finding a place of security. Wherever
thou mayest be, the rage of the brethren, shame and re-
morse, shall follow thee, and prey upon thy very entrails.™
(He lays down the sword.) “ Butif you persist in the de-
gign of being admitted into our order, take the oath.™

The oath contains promises of inviolable secreey, of
ohedience to the orders of nupnrinm, and of resistance to
the enemies of civil society ; the llluminee is not far enough
advanced at the second degree, to understand the mysteries
of the higher t]egrep_q, but s made to swear hﬂ'slﬂjlj’ to the
very aims which at length he is expected to support. Ng
doubt the higher degrees of Masonry are free of this sip,

L—_——-
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and yet it is to a giddy height they ascend. At the rate Pres-
ton, Webb, Cross, and a host, pretend they learn in the
three first degrees, if Masons do not begin to unlearn by
the time they reach the twelfth or fifieenth degree, they
must get out of all known materials of acquisition. This
fact will be very plain, when it is recollected, that in the sin-
gle degree of fellow crafi, if we may believe these renown-
ed Free Masons, are taught the five noble orders of archi-
tecture, and the seven hberal arts and sciences, to perfec-
tion,

In the second degree of pure Illuminism to which the
novice 18 now admitted, he takes the name of Mmerval ;
and this lodge assumes the character of a learned society
or academy, as was recommended to the infidel philoso-
phers by Voltaire, in his letter to I)'Alembert. Letter 85.
A. D. 1761. * Let the real philosophers unite in a brother-
hood like the Free Masons. This secret academy will be
far superior to that of Athens, and to all those of Paris,”

The days in which the academy met were called Holy,
and the place of meeting a church. At the commence-
ment of each sitting, the president is always to read some
chosen passage from the Bible, or Seneca, or Epictetus, or
Confucius ; and to comment in his own way. “ The care
he takes to give all these works the same weight and -
thonty, will be sufficient to make the pupils view the Bible
in a similar light with the works of pagan philosophers.”

So,in Free Masonry, the effect of the prayers, the scrip-
ture passages, and the Bible nself, placed with the square
and compasses, constituting * the three great lights of Ma-
sonry,” and carned in solemn pomp with the Book of Con-
stitutions, is not unlike that produced by the readings of
the Minerval Academy, if the power of the laws of asso-
ciation in the buman mind be not, this once, mysteriously

suspended.

* Now the Bible, square, and eompass,
* Bhino as hights with brilhant ray ;
“ Then the chtsel and the malles

“Take excroscences away.”
Muas, Mir, 1026, p. 16
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Also, the disposition which some good Masons discover
to imitate Dermott, Hardie, and others, in calling the royal
arch, * the holy royal arch,” is too nearly resembling the
Minerval chureh to be encouraged or countenanced.

Should the Minerval retain what the chiefs call religion-
ist opinions and inclinations, he is never permitted to ad-
vance higher, but receives a Sta Bene.* Those who im-
prove under their tutors, have yet seven degrees to climb.
We will not follow them n their mad ascent, nor yet leave

unnoticed their frequent assertions, and ample proofs, that
“ they make use of secret societies as the only and indis-

pensable means of accomplishing their unhallowed ends.”

(B. 101.)
Itis astonishing what clear views Weishaupt takes of

the advantages offered to hus schemes by mysterious asso-

ciations ; it requires only a small share of sense to perceive,

that associations ministering largely to the wants of this

fiend, can have no inherent difficulty in serving a multitude
| of spirits less disciplined to vice,

“ Here,” says the Abbé Barruel, (p. 126.) * et magis-
trates, the chiefs of nations, every man who still retains any
regard for the support of laws and empires, and of civil
society, let them, I say, read, and meditate on these advan.
tages. The lesson is of the utmost importance. Whoever
you are; all honest citizens, whether Free Masons, Rosi-
crucians, Mopses, Hewers of Wood, Knights ;1 all you who
thirst after the mysteries of the lodges, cease to accuse me
of conjuring up chimerical dangers. I am not the man
who speaks ; it is he who of all others has been the best ac-
quainted with your associations, and has known what ad-
vantages could be drawn from them by able and patient
conspirators,—Read, and tell us which is the most impres-
sive on your mind, the pleasures you may find in your lodges,

+ Blop, my good fellow.
+ Names of secret fraternities in Europe.

__-_-_
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or the dangers of your country. Read, and if the name ol
citizen be stll dear to you, reflect whether yours should re-
main ikscribed on the registers of a secret society. You were
ignorant of the dangers ; the most monstrous of conspirators
will lay them open to you, and he will call them anvaxraces.
He literally says, “that though these Mysterious asso-
ciations should not attain our objcet. the 'y prepare the way
for us ; l|lt: give a new interest to the ause 3 lhm present
it under points of view hitherto unobserved ; they aiiend e
the inventive powers, and the {‘L‘Htt"!‘llnn-: of mankind ;
!ft”; render men more mr.".'_.l'frrr-n." as to the inferests n)‘ £Fo-
vernments ; they bring men of divers nations and religions
within the same bond of union ; they deprive the church
and state of their ablest and most laborious members » they
bring’' men together, who would never otherwise have
known or met each other. By this method alone they un-
dermine the foundation of states, though they had really no
sueh project i view, Tllt'_'b' throw them together, and make
them clash one against the other. They teach mankind the
power and force of union ; they point out to them the im-
pertection of their political constitutions, and that without
exposmg them to the suspicions of their enemies, such as
magistrates and public governments. They mask our pro-
gress, and procure ws the facility of incor porating i our
f.lfﬂ.u.': and n,f mfrm.'.l"m & into our order, aﬂt'r the proper tr i-

als, the most able men, whose patience, long abused, thirsts
after the grand wltimatum. ﬂ-.- this means I]u-'. weaken
the enemy ; and though they should never triumph over
lim, they will, at least, dnrn:rms.ﬁ the numbers and the zeal
of s partisans ; they divide his troops to cover the attack,
In proportion as these new associations, or secret societies,
formed in different states, shall acquire strength and pru-
dence at the expense of the former ones, (that is to say,
of cwil society,) the latter must weaken, and msensibly fall.”

The lovers of Free Masonry will not reject the testimony
of Weishaupt, as they might that of a clergyman or of a
patriot. He was not a rf.‘!i;__;iuhi.-e'l. whose attachment to
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the church made him hostile to the covert attacks of the
adversary : he was not a lover of his country, that he should
describe the influence and tendency of secret associations
i the terror of his soul, for its civil rights and political liber-
| ties, This old fox, descanting upon them with the cool-
ness of an impartial philosopher, says: « They undermine
the foundation of states, though they had really no such

project in view. They throw them together, and make
them clash one against the other.”

Here I am reminded of a fact worthy of the reader’s con-
sideration. What more unstable than New-York poli-
ties? The nation know, and it is the reproach of the state,
that on any question of great public interest, the decision
of New-York cannot be caleulated from her past expres-
sions at the polls, within any definable limits; a difference
ol 20,000 votes sometimes oceurring in a very short pe-
riol.

| Agnin, Connecticut, on the eastern border of New-York.
15 not less celebrated for her steady habits.  None ean fail
to have observed this, who notice the events of past times.

Connecticut has a soil proverbial among the fraternity
for the stinted growth of Free Masonry; and in New-
York, this society has pushed deeply its roots, enlarged its
trunk, and spread abroad its branches, flourishing and tow-
ering like a plane tree in the rich vale of the Ohio.

It is not only in mechanics that action and reaction are
equal.  T'he habits of Connecticat and New-York have not
been inert under the action of Free Masonry, nor has Free

Masonry faled to exert a powerful influence on the morals
and politics of the chiel” state of the union.

The contests of Clinton and Tompking for the chair of
the grand master were parallel in the fraternity to the po-
litical struggle of the same candidates for the office of go-
vernor of New-York. And the later strife between Clinton
and Jackson for the influence of the office of some general
grand commander, or general grand high priest of the
union, had a direct reference to the presidential election
then next coming.  Verbum sat sapienti,

_—
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CHAPTER LIl

Weishaupt's Views of the Unknown Origin of Free Ma-

NOnry,

* Though some may protend we've no secrets to knuw,
 Buch idle opinions their ignorance show ;
“ While others with raptures, cry oul * they're revealed,
v I Free Masgons' bosoms they still lie concealed.™

Cnonys. * Wealways are free,
“ And forever agree ;
“ Bupporting each other,
“ Brother helps brother,
U No mortals on ead tli are 5o I!-Jil'r'lt”‘I,' as wa.”
Book of Ulons. l':ll.r Moz, A. D. 1792, - 241.

A vew extracts from the correspondence of the chiefs,
throwing light upon Free Masonry, will prove interesting to
the reader.

L]
And let no man think in his heart, that there 15 base art
n connecting this notce of IHuminism with an examina-

tion of Free Masonry. Fidelity to the truth, and an honest
desire to lay the true value of Free Masonry before the
public, compel me to show, in their own language, the use
made of it by these champions of a new morality mdepen-
dent on religion,

(R. p. 90.) I declare,” says Weishaupt, “ and I chal-
lenge all mankind to contradict my declaration, that ne
man can give any account of the order of Free Masonry,
of its origin, of its history, of ils object, nor any explana-
tion of its mysterics and symbols, which does not leave the
mind in total uncertainty on all these points. Every man 1s
entitled, therefore, to give any explanation of the symbols,
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und any system of the doctrines, that he can render palata-
ble. Hence have sprung up that variety of systems, which
for twenty years have divided the order. The simple tale
of the English, and the fifty degrees of the French, and the
knights of Baran Hunde, are equally authentic, and have
equally had the support of intelligent and zealous breth-
ren.
“These systems are, in fact, but one. They have all
sprung from the blue lodge of three degrees; take these for
their standard, and found on these all the improvements by
which each system is afterwards suited to the particular ob-
| ject which it keepsin view. There 1s no man, nor system,
in the world, which can show by undoubted suecession, that
it should stand at the head of the order. Our ignorance
‘ in this particular frets me. Do but consider our short histo-
ry of 120 years. Who will show me the mother lodge?
Those of London we have discovered to be self-erected in
1716. [1717.] Ask for their archives. They tell you they
| ~were burnt.  They have nothing but the wreiched sophis-
tications of the Englishman Anderson, and the Frenchman
Desaguilliers. Where is the lodge of York, which pretends
to the priority, with their King Bouden, and the archives
that he brought from the East! These too are burnt,—
What is the Chapter of Old Aberdeen, and its holy cleri-
cate?! Did we not find it unknown, and the Mason lodges
there the most ignorant of all the ignorant, gaping for in-
struction from our deputies?* Did we not find the same
thing at London? And have not their missionaries been
among us, prying into our mysteries, and eager to learn
from us what is true Free Masonry? It is in vain, there-
fore, to appeal to judges; they are no where to be found ;
all elaim for themselves the seeptre of the order; all, in-
deed, are on an equal footing. * They obtained followers,
not from their authenticity, but from their conduciveness to

* Boe Robison, p. 64, extractoed in this volume.
15

_
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the end which they proposed, and from the importance of
that end." Itis by this scale that we must measure the
mad -and wicked explanations of the Rosicrucians, the Ex-
orcists, and the Cabalists. These are rejected by all good
Masons, because incompatible with social happiness, On-
ly such systems as promote this, are retained. But, alas!
they are all sadly deficient, because they leave us under the
dominion of political and veligious prejudices ; and they
are as incflicient as the sleepy dose of an ordinary sermon.

* But I have contrived an explanation which has every
advantage ; is inviting to Christians of every communion,
gradually frees them from all religious prejudices, cultivates
the social virtues, and animates them by a great, a feasi-
ble, and speedy prospect of universal happiness, in a state
of liberty and moral equality, freed from the obstacles
which subordinution, rank, and riches, contmually throw in
our way., My explanation is accurate and complete ; my
means are eflectual and irvesistible,  OQur secret association
works in a way that nothing can withstand, and man shall
soon be free and happy.”

I have been ready to indulge a hope, that some rational
account of the origin, history, and object of Free Masonry,
might be given ; but, as much as Weishaupt's principles
are to be contemned, his penetration in the knowledge of
history, of human institutions, and of character, is such as
to command respect ; and though coming in an age after
him, with some efiorts to understand the subject, few will be
ready this day to take up his gauntlet. But let us hear no
more [rom those simple men who state matters of faet in
masonic history beyond the sixteenth century, beyond the
Christian era, beyond the flood.

Weis-haupt, i. e, wise-head, he was rightly named, Pro-
found in research, he declares, that * all the systems of Ma-
sonry have sprung from the blue lodge of three degrees 1
I, €. the master's lodge, Whence that sprung he is igno-
rant, and his ignorance frets him. He can trace it to the
ldge self-constituted in London, A. D. 1717. but no fur-
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ther, * Ask for their archives! They tell you they were
b‘“‘nt¢,1

Britons and Germans, with eager interest inquire, * What
is true Free Masonry 1 Weishaupt's answer will never
be improved ; which he applies to the authenticity of the
different rituals, but the reader applies to Free Masonry
itself. Free Masonry obtains followers, not for its authen-
ticity, but for its conduciveness to the end they propose.

* CHAPTER LIV,

Weishaupt's Plan for the Dissemination of Light.

« Fools in their bearts believe and say,
% That all religion’s vain ;

% There 1s no God that resgns on high.,
* Or minds the affairs of men,

“ From thoughts so dreadful and profine,
« Coarrupl discourss proceads,

“ And in their éimpious hands are found
“ Ahominable deeds,”—Watts,

Spartacus to Cato, Feb. 6, 1778, —That is, Weishaupt to
Zwack.

*& Mon but est de faire valoir la raison. As a snbordi-

nate object, I shall endeavour to gain security to ourselves,

[} It is my aim to exalt reason.
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a backing in case of misfortunes, and assistance from with-
out. [ shall, therefore, press the cultivation of science, es-
pecially such sciences as may have an influence on our re-
ception m the world, and may serve to remove obstacles
out of the way. We have to struggle with pedantry, with
intolerance, with divines and statesmen, and, above all,
princes and priests are in our way., Men are unfit as they
are, and must be formed ; each class must be the school of
trinl for the next.  This will be tedious, because it is hazard-
ous. In the last classes, | propose academies under the
direction of the order. This will secure us the adherence
of the literati, Science shall here be thelure. Only those
who are assuredly proper subjects, shall be picked out from
among the inferior classes for the higher mysteries, which
contain the first principles, and means of promoting a
happy life, No religionist must, on any account, be admit-
ted into theses for here we work at the discovery and ex-
tirpation of superstition and prejudices, The instructions
shall be so conduocted, that each shall digselose what he
thinks he coneeals within his own breast, what are his ru-
ling propensitics and passions, and how far he has advanced
in the command of himself. This will answer all the pur-
poses ol auricular confession. And, in particular, every
person shall be made a spy on another, and on all around
him. Nothing can escape our sight. By these means we
shall readily discover who are contented, and receive with
relish the peculiar state, doctrines, and religious opinions,
that are laid before them; and, at last, the trust-worthy
alone will be admitted 16 a participation of the whole
maxims and political constitution of the order. In a coun-
cil ecomposed of such members, we shall labour at the con-
trivance of means to drive, by degrees, the enemies of rea-
son, and of humanity, out of the world, and to establish a
peculiar morality and religion, fitted for the great society of
mankind.

“ But this is a ticklish project, and requires the utmost
cireumgpection, The squeamish will start at the sight of
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religious or political novelties ; and they must be prepared
for them, We must be particularly eareful about the books
which we recommend. [ shall confine them at first to mo-
ralists, and reasoning historians, This will prepare for a
patient reception, in the higher classes, of works of a bolder
flight ; such as Robinet’s Systeme de la Nature—Politique
Naturelle— Philosophie de la Nature—Systeme Social,
the writings of Mirabaud* &c. Helvetius is fit only for
the strongest stomachs, If any one has a copy already,
neither praise nor find fault with him. Say nething on
such subjects to intrants, for we do not know how they will
be received ; folks are not yet prepared. Marius, [Hertel,]
an excellent man, must be dealt with. His stomach, which
cannot yet digest strong food, must acquire a better tone.
The allegory on which I am to found the mysteries of the
higher orders, 1s the fire worship of the Magi. We must
huve some worship, and none is more apposite. LT TaERE
BE LIGHT, AND THERE fHALL BE tionT, This 5 my motto,
and is my fundamental principle. The degrees will be
feuer orden, parsen orden; all very practicable. In the
course through these there will be no sta-sexe. For |
engage, that not one shall enter this class who has not
laid aside his prejudices. No man is fit for our order who
s not a Brutus or a Cataline, and is not ready to go
every length. Tell me how you like this 7"

“ Truly,” he said, * this is a ticklish project, and needs
the utmost circumspection.” It is to the credit of his wis-
dom, that he did not expect its immediate accomplishment.

(B. p. 116.) * Serve, assist, and mutually support each

* Among the infidel arts practised by Voltaire's school, this was one
to publish scandalous books under cover of honest names. Robinet’s Sys-
teme de la Nature was issued from the pross, A. D. 1770, in the name of
honest Mirabaud, dead ten years before. Read, = The writings of Mira.-
beau are fit only for the strongest stomachs,” and the sense iz complete
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other,” he says, “ augment our numbers, and leave (o time
and posterity the care of doing the rest.” (B. p. 127.)
“ The seed i1s sown whence shall spring a new world ; the
roots extend themselves; they have acquired too much
strength ; they have been too industriously propagated for
the day of harvest to fail us. Perhaps it may be necessary
to wait thousands and thousands of years; but, sooner or
later, nature shall conswmmate her great work, and she
shall restore that dignity to man for which he was destined
from the beginning.”

Few schemes have yielded a more speedy or abundant
harvest, than this of Weishaupt ; but the fruit is of a qua-
ity not likely to be stored with pleasure by any people.
The seed sown, the roots already extended, and too far
strengthened, too industriously propagated, for the day of
harvest to faml, was altogether proved true in the tre-
mendous events, and unexampled immoralities of the
French revolution,
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CHAPTER LV.

Weishaupt's Priest Degree; and Masonry a frivolous bu-
siness.

*To all that's good, averse and blind,
“ But prone to all that's ill ;

““ What dreadful darkness veils the mind;
“ How obstinate the will."— Waits.

Spartacus (Weishaupt) to Cato ( Zwack.)

(R. p. 11.) “ Srearracus suys,” speaking of the priest’s
degree, “ One would almost imagine that this degree, as |
have managed it, is genuine Christianity, and that its end
was to free the Jews from slavery. [ say, that Free Ma-
sonry is concealed Christianity. My explanation of the
hieroglyphics, at least, proceeds on this supposition ; and
as | explain things, no man need be ashamed of being a
Christian. Indeed, 1 afterwards throw away this name,
and substitute Reason. But I assure you this is no small
affair ; a new religion, and a new state government, which
s0 happily explam oneand all of these symbols, and com-
bine them in one degree. You may think that this is my
chief work ; but I have three other degrees, all different, for
my class of higher mysteries, in comparison with which
this is but child’s play ; but these I keep for myself, as Ge-
neral, to be bestowed by me only on the Bene meritissimi.
The promoted may be Areopagites, or not. Were you
here, I should give you this degree without hesitation. But
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it is too important to be intrusted to paper, or to be bestow-
ed otherwise than from my own hand. It is the key to his-
tory, to religion, and to every state government in the
world. [The key to their destruction. ]

“There shall be but three copies for all Germany. You
cannot imagine what respect and curiosity my priest de-
gree has raised ; and (which is wonderful) a famous protes-
tant divine, who 18 now of the order, is persuaded that the
religion containéd in it,is the true sense of Christianity.
O Man, MAN | TO WHAT MAYEST THOU NOT BE PERSUADED.
Who would imagine that I was to be the founder of a new
religion 7™

When describing to " Cato the Christianity of the priest
degree, as he had manufactured it, he says, *“It is all one
whether it be true or false; we must have it, that we may
tickle those who have a hankering for religion,”

I dare say the order of lugh priests, and the most excel-
lent high priests, and grand high priests, and grand deputies,
&c. in this Christian land, are free from all connexion with
this degree of Illuminism. But it is a modern thing,* this
order of high priests ; and the German so artfully contrived
his, as to make it his boast, it will do no harm for the
members to search it to the bottom. It may be that the
famous protestant divine of Weishaupt, is not the only'one
that has mistaken the doctrines of Muminism for the true
sense of Christianity,

Having dwelt at length upon the great objects of lus as-
sociation, enumerating the obstacles to be overcome, and
the supports to be derived from various sources, Weishaupt,
in view of the necessary coadjutors in his work of moral
reformation, exclaims:

(R. p. 93.) “ But where are the proper persons, the good,
the generous, and the accomplished, to be found? And
how, and by what strong motives, are they to be induced

e e ——

* The 19th of the Bublime Bovercigns.—Dalcha’s Orations, p. 77,




e

SFARTACUS (WEISHAUPT) T0 CATO (ZWACK.) bl

10 engage in a task so vast, so incessant, so difficult, and s
laborious 7 This association must be gradual. There are
some such persons to be fmmr.'f wm every gociety. Such noble
minds will be engaged by the heart-warming object.  The
first task of the association must therefore be, to form the
young members.  As these multiply and advance, they be-
come the apostles of beneficence, and the work is now on
foot, and advances with uspeed increasing every day. The
slightest observation shows that nothing will so much con-
tribute to increase the zeal of the members as secret union.
We see withwhat keenness and zeal the frivolous business
of Free Masonry is conducted, by, persons knit together by
the secrecy of thewr umion. 1 is needless to inquire into the
causes of this zeal which secrecy produces, - Tt is a univer-
sal fact, confirmed by the history of every age. Let this
disposition of our nature, therefore, be directed to this no-
ble purpose, and then all the objections urged against it by

jealous tyranny and affrighted superstition, will vanish,

The order will thus work silently and securely ; and though
the generous benefactors of the human race are thus de-
prived of the applause of the world, they have the noble
pleasure of seeing their work prosper in their hands.”

In his remarks upon the keenness and zeal with which
men conduct the frivolous business of Free Masonry., Weis.
haupt speaks like @ man of sense,

1ty
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CHAPTER LVIL

It was the plan of the IMluminees to represent Free Mason-
ry as triue Christianity : then easily showing Free Ma-
sonry to be a bladder of wind, they entirely abolished all
regard for the gospel from the hearts of ther pupnls.

“ Bhall atheists dare insult the eross
“OF ourincarnate God ?

“ Bhall infidels rovile his truth,
“ And trample on his blood ?

* What if' he choose mysterions ways
“ Tao cleanse us from our faults;
" May not. the works of sovereign grace
“ Transcend our highest thoughts **— i atis,

Philo ( Knigge) to Cato ( Zwack.)

(R. pA2L.) * We must consider the ruling propensities
of every age of the world. At present, the cheats and
tricks of the pricsis have roused all men against them, and
agamst Chnstianity. But, at the same time, superstition
and fanaticism rule with unlimited dominion, and the un-
derstanding of man really seems to be going backwards.
(This was right in him.) Our task, therefore, is doubled.
We must give such an aceonnt of things, that fanaties shall
not be alarmed, and that shall, nn!wilhsmnlﬁng. excile a
spirit of free inquiry.  We must not throw away the good
with the bad, the child with the dirty water ; but we must
make the secret doctrines of Christian ity be received as the
secrets of genume 'ree Masonry.®  But, farther, we have

* The Grand Chaplain, and  the Grand Chapter of New-York, could
have had no suspicion, that, in publishing « 4 System of Speculative Ma-
somry,” they were most offectually aiding the schemes of Numinism,




ILLUMINISM. RV

to deal with the despotism of princes, 'L'his mcreases ever)
day. But, then, the spirit of freedom breathes and sighs
in every corner ; and, by the assistance of hidden schools of
wisdom, liberty and equality, the natural and imprescripti-
ble rghts of man, warm and glow in every breast. We
must, therefore, unite these extremes. We proceed in this
manner.

“ Jesus Christ established no new religion ; he would
only set religion and reason in their ancient rights, For
this purpose he would umite men in a common bond. He
would fit them for this by spreading a just morality ; by en-
lightening the understanding, and by assisting the mind to
shake ofl’ all prejudices.  He would teach all men, in the
first place, to govern themselves, Rulers would then be
needless, and equality and liberty would take place without
any revolution, by the natwral and gentle operation of rea-
son and expediency. This great teacher allows himself to
explain every part of the Bible in conformity to these pur-
poses; and he forbids all wrangling among his scholars,
because every man may there find a reasonable application
to his peculiar doctrines. Let this be true or false, it does
not signify. This was a simple religion, and it was so far
inspired ; but the minds of his hearers were not fitted for
receiving these doetrines, ‘1 told you,' says he, ‘ but ye
could not bear it.'  Many, therefore, were called, but few
chosen. To these elect were intrusted the most important
gecrets ; and even among them there were degrees of in-
formation. There was a seventy, and a twelve, All this
was in the natural order of things, and according to the
habits of the Jews, and, indeed, of all antiqmty., The
Jewish Theosophy was a mystery ; like the Eleusiman, or
the Pythagorean, unfit for the vulgar. And thus the doc-
trines of Christianity were committed to the Adepti, in a
Disciplina Arcani. By these they were maintained like the
vestal fire. They were kept up, only in hidden societies,
who handed them down to posterity ; and they are now pos-
sessed by the genuine Free Masons.”
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N. B. “Tlus explains,” says Professor Robison, * the
origin of many anonymous pamphlets which appeared
about this time in Germany, showing that Free M asonry
was Christiamaty.  They have, doubtless, been the works
of Spartacus and his partisans among the Eclectic Masons.
Nichaolai, the great apostle of infidelity, had given very fa-
vourable reviews of’ these performances, and having always
shown himself an advocate of such writers as depreciated
Christianity, it was natural for him to take this opportunity
of bringing it still lower in the opinion 'of the people. Spar-
tacus, therefore, conceived a high opinion of the impﬁr-
tance of gaining him to the order, and exults; exceedingly
in the acquisition, saying, * that he was an unweared
champion, et guidem contentissimus.” [He took the name
of Lucian, the ancient scoffer,] Of this man, Philo says,
“ that he spread this Christianity into every corner of Ger-
many.”

“ [ have put meaning,” says Philo, “to all the dark sym-
bols, and have prepared two degrees, introducing beautiful
ceremonies, which I have selected from among those of the
ancient communions, combined with those of the Rosaic
Masonry ; and now,” says he, “it will appear that we are
the only true Christians. 'We shall now be in a condition
to say a few words to priests and princes. [ have so con-
trived things, that 1 would admit even popes and kings, af-
ter the trialswhich I have prefixed ; and they would be glad
to be of the order.”

This Philo-Knigge is the famous Free Mason mentioned
by Professor Robison. (p. 332.) He subdivides the adepts
of Mluminism into two classes ; those who scofl’ at revela-
tion, and those who need a revealed religion to fix their
ideas. To explain this he wrntes to Cato, (that s Zwack,)
m the fellowing terms,

(B. p. 121.) *“To unite these two classes of men, to
make them concur and co-operate towards our object, it
was necessary to represent Christianity in such a hight, as
to recall the superstitious to reason, and to teach our more
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enlightened sages not to reject it on account of its abuse.
This should have been the secret of Masonry, and have led
us to our object. Meanwhile despotisin strengthens daily,
though liberty universally keeps pace with it. 1t was neces-
sary then to umite the extremes. We therefore assert here,
that Christ did not establish a new religion, but that his in-
tention was simply to reinstate natural religion in its rights ;
that by giving a general hond of union to the world, by
diffusing the light and wisdom of his morality, and by
dissipating prejudices, his intention was to teach us the means
of governing ourselves, and to re-establish, without the vio-
lent means of revolutions, the reign of liberty and equality
among men.  'hig wag easily dona by quoting certain texts
from scripture, and by giving explanations of them, true or
Jalse 1s of litile consequence, provided each one finds a
sense in these doctrines consonant with his reason. We
add, that this religion, so simple in itsell; was afterwards de-
faced ; but that by means of inviolable seereey, it has been
transmatted m purdy to us through Free Masonry.” “ Sparta-
cus (Weishaupt) had collected many materials for this, and
I added my discoveries in the instraction for these two de-
grees, Our people, therefore, being convineced that we
alone are possessed of the real secrets of Christianity, we
have but to add a few words against the [:I-i_‘.rg:f and prin-
ces. In the last mysteries we have to unfold to our adepts
this pious fraud, and thew by writings demonstrate the ori-
gin of all religious impositions, and their mutual connex-
ion with the other,”

(R.p. 169.) Again, Philo says, * I have been at unwea-
ried pains to remove the fears of some, who imagine that
our superiors want to abolish Christianity ; but by and by
their prejudices will wear off, and they will be more at their
case. Were ]l to let them Kkpnow that our General holds
all religion to be a lie, and uses Dewsm, only to lead men by
the nose

These things require no comment ; the reader cannot
fail to reflect upon them.
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I copy them with a full persuasion that, if the projectors
of Muminism could see Mr. Town’s Speculative Free Ma-
sonry, and know the reception it has met with, they would
ery out, in the langunge of Weishaupt, with increased won-
der, “ O, man, man ! To what mayest thou not be persua-
tk‘i ..."1

This is the language of truth and soberness, The very
aim of those dark conspirators of the old world, has been,
in one essential feature, aided materially by the Masons in
the New. I know, brethren, *that through' ignorance ye
did it.” But what induced that ignorance? what led to the
unhallowed deed 7 what has so long concealed it from the
gearchinge of cangeionce, and from the reproof of the just 7
A fond attachment to a necturnal association, blinding the
eyes, and perverting the heart, is both the source and the
support of this singular delusion,

(B. p. 124.) * We must, first,”” gays Spartacus, “ gradu-
ally explain away all our preparatory pious frauds, And when
persons of discernment find fault, we must desire them to
consider the end of all our labour. This sanctifies our means,
which,at any rate, are harmless,and have been useful,even in
this ease ; because they procured us a patient hearing, when,
otherwise, men would have tarned away from us hke pet-
ted children. ‘Thig will convinece them of our sentiments
m all the intervening points; and our ambiguons expres-
sions will then be interpreted nto an endeavour to draw
answers of any kind, which may show us the minds of our
pupils. Second. We must unfold, from history and other
writings, the ongm and fabrication of all religious lies what-
ever: and then, third, we give a ecritical history of the or-
der. But I cannot but laugh, when I think of the ready re-
eeption which all this has met with from the grave and learn-
ed divines of Germany, and of England.”

Bené meritissimé, yea, my countrymen, most deservedly.

What consummate art this man discovers in his attempts
to remove every thing sacred in religion, and desirable in
national policy, from the affections of his pupils! Repeat-
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edly he assures them, that the venerable order has no con-
cern with religion or politics; and makes the noviee even
swear to oppose the enemies of civil society, These things
he calls preparatory pious frauds, which are gradually to
be explained away ; and then he unfolds, JSrom history, the
origin and fabrication of all religious lies whatever.

No, it is not art ; it is depraved cunning, joined with
inhuman malice ; 1t is the serpent writhing his secret way
to nestle in the open bosom. Free Masonry afforded a
shelter for Weishaupt ; she masked his batteries ; she co-
vered his attacks ; she divided and distracted kis enemies,
the friends of cwil government and religion ; she enlisted
his recruits ; she disseminated his doetrines.

sShe did ; and if this were all, we might forgive her; but
she has never ceased to do it.  'Weishaupt is forgotten, but
his doctrines and his disciples live. Jlluminism is accursed,
but it costs her pupils nothing to change the name, and re-
tain the principles. They have done it. The name is
abandoned, as the name of Free Masonry eventually must
be; but the principles find a channel for themselves; and
they will find one in ‘every large community. Falsehood
is their hfe; yet, to be current, they must appear fair and
true. They, therefore, assume the form least to be feared
or doubted ; they attach themselves to morality and piety,
as very unportant to screen them from suspicion, though
quite in the way of thewr ulterior designs. ;

We have no reason to be anxious: we have abundant
reason 1o be on the alert ; and only one rule upon this head
will always serve, L e, to punish Hluminism under whatever
cloak we find it.
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CHAPTER LVIL
Female Loderes n,r‘ the [Tleminees.

“ None shall untie my virgin zone,
“ Hut one to whom the secrot’s known
“ 0 fam'd Free Masonry ;
“ In which the great and good eombine,
“ To raise with generous design,
W an o 1'1"11"1'5}‘-"'

A Mason's Hﬂug.ﬁfr :

“ "Pur source of the passions,” say the sect, * 1s pure ;
1R necessary that every one should be able to gruli[}-’ his
within the bounds of virtue, and that our order should fur-
migh him with the means.” (B, p. 80.) '

(B. p. 24.) Plan for an Ovder of Women—* "This or-
der shall be subdivided into two classes, each forming a se-
parate society, and having a different secret. The first
shall be eomposed of virtuous women ; the second, of the
wild, the giddy, and the voluptuous, aussclweifenden.

“ Both classes are to be ignorant that they are under the
direction of men. The two superiors are to be persuaded
that Ihv}' are under a mother lodge of thée same sex, which
transmits its orders ; though in realty these orders are to
be transmitted by men,

“The brethren who are imtrusted with this supermten
dance, shall forward their mstructions without making
themselves known. They shall conduet the first, by pro-
moting the reading of good books ; but shall form the lat-
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ter to the arts of secretly gratifying their passions, dureh
begnugung ihrer liedenschaflen tm-verborgenen.

A preliminary discourse prefixed to this plan points out
the object and future services of these illuminized sisters.
“The advantages which the real order would reap from
this female order, would be, first, the money which the sis-
terhood would pay at their initiation; and, secondly, a
heavy tax upon their curiosity, under the supposition of
secrets that are 1o be learned. And this association might,
moreover, serve to gratify those brethren who had a turn
for sensual pleasure.”

I will pot mnsult the reader with a comment upon this
specimen of the morality of the worshippers of reason:
but Paul charges the licentious, that * this is the will of God,
even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from forni-
cation : that every one of you should know how to possess
his vessel in sanctification and honour; not in the lust of
concupiscence.” (Thess. ch. 4.)

Minos to Sebastian, 1782,

[It does not appear to whom these names belonged :
they were no mean Illuminees. |

(R. p. 137.) *The proposal of Hercules to establish a
Minerval gchool for girls, is excellent, but requires much
circumspection.  Philo and I have long conversed on this
subject. We cannot improve the world without improving
women, But how shall we get hold of them? How will
their relations, particularly their mothers, immersed in pre-
jndices, consent that others shall influence their education ?
We must begin with grown girls. Hercules proposes the
wife of Ptolemy Magnus. Ihave no objection, and I have
four step-daughters, fine girls. The eldest, in particular,
15 excellent.  She is twenty-four, has read much, is above
all prejudice, and in religion she thinks as I do. They
have much acquaintance among the young ladies their re-
lations. It may immediately be a very pretty society, under
the management of Ptolemy’s wife, but really under Ase

47
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management, You must contrive pretty degrees, and
dresses, and ormaments, and elegant and decent rituals.
No man must be admitted. This will make them become
more keen, and they will go much farther than if we were
present, or than if they thought we knew of their proceed-
ings. [eave them to the scope of their own fancies, and
they will put us to the blush, and create an enthusiasm,
which we can never equal. ‘They will be our great apos-
tles. Reflect on the respect, nay, the awe and terror -
spired by the female mystics of antiquity. [Think of the
Danaids—think of the Theban Baecchantes.] FPtolemy’s
wife must direct them, and she will be instructed by Ptole-
my, and my step-daughters by me. We must always be
at hand to prevent the introduction of any improper ques-
tion. We must prepare themes for their discussion—thus
we ghall confess them, and inspire them with our sentiments.
No man, however, must come near them. This will fire
their roving fancies, and we may expect rare mysteries,
But T am doubtful whether this association will be durable.
Women are fickle and impatient. Nothing will please
them but hurrying from degree to degree, through a heap
of insignificant ceremonies, which will soon lose their no-
velty and influence. To rest seriously in one rank, and to
be still and silent when they have found out the whole is a
cheat., is atask of which they are incapable. [Hear,hear,
hear.] They have not our motives to persevere for years, al-
lowing themselves to be led about, and even then to hold
their tongues, when they ﬁmﬂ that they have been deceived.
Nay, there is a risk, that they may take it into their heads
to give things an opposite turn, and then, by voluptuous
allurements, heightened by @ rcted modesty and decency,
which give them an irresistible empire over the best men,
they may turn our order upsidé down, and in their turn will

lead the new one.™™

* Thare was found in the hand-writing of Zwack, a projeet for a Sister-
hood, in subsorvieney to the designs of the Illuminati, Tn it are the fol-
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No form of folly in Free Masonry remains 1o be intro-
duced into this country, except that of female lodges. We
may expect it ; and it is good to see how it appears at
home, that we may know how to receive it coming abroad.
To this end I further present an account of ceremonies in
a lodge of French dames at the funeral of a sister; and it pos-
gesses a double interest from the fact, that no public ceremony
is more frequently performed by Masonry in America, than
that which she performs at the graves of her sons. On no
occasion does she pour greater contempt upon the Chris-
tian religion, and its glorified Author ; on no vccasion does
she more putrage decency with her uncouth trappings, and
mummery, and ornaments, than in assuming, with pomp
and circumstance, 1o bury her dead ; lifting up her eyes to
heaven, unmindful of our Advocate there ; depositing the
marble dust in the tomb without praise, or hope, or the
slightest mention of Him who is the Reswrrection and the
Life, * the Judge of quick and dead.”—(Acts, x. 42.)

“ Funeral ceremony which took place in 8, Chap. M., of
the Ladies Ecossais of the Knoll of Mt, Tabor, 5th Dee.
5811. In memory of Madam Sister Adelaide Girous,
daughter of Elmillac, Grand Almonress of this Chapter,
who died fifth moming of the tenth sign of 5511, E. D.
["The reader must expect a good deal of Free Masonry in
these rites ; they are much above the master’s degree. ]

“ DBECORATION OF THE CHAYTER. 4

“ The transparency of Asia, and of Tabor, covered with

lowing passages.—* It will be of great service, and procure us both much
information and money, nnd will suit charmingly the taste of many of our
truest members, who are lover# of thesex. It shovld consist of two class-
o8, the virtuous, and the freer hearted. They must not know of each other,
and must be under the direction of men, but without knowing it. Proper
boaks must be put inte their hands, and such (but secretly) as are Stter.
ing o their passions.”— Robison, p. 110. F
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black crape. Bands of crape upon the emblems upon the
wand of the grand mistress, upon the triple triangle of the
general of the order, upon the wands of the grand mis-
tresses of the secret, and of the ceremonies, and upon the
baskets of the Hower girls. The canopy, and the curtains
of the chapter, black and white, with ermines between,
At the centre was a pedestal with a funeral urn, upon which
was written S, Adelaide ; the ornaments of the deceased
sister were appended to the um, Upon the throne the
torch of benevolence was lighted.

“ Costume of the Ladies Ecossais ; white, a girdle of
black nbbon, a black crape veil upon the head, bare or co-
vered, rufl’ in diamond.

* Costume of the commanders Ecossais ; (particularly
mvited,) full suit of black ; boots expressly prohibited.

" ARRANGEMENT OF THE HALL.

“ Madam the grand mistress occupied the throne ; the
commander in chief of the order at her right ; the master
of the mother lodge of France at her left ; the Master of
the G.-. Sphinx by his side. The dames of eloquence, by
their altar at the east of Tabor, ‘The dames, secretaries,
by the sec. general,

“The two grand dames of the secret in Asia, with the
dames standard bearers, « The grand treasurer, at her
altar, with her assistant.  The place of the almonress is
vacant by the death of Sister Adelade.

* The grand mistresses of ceremonies, at their stations,
with their assistants. The dame G.-. 1.-. sword bearer,
seated upon an arm-chawr with a sword before the urn ; the
flower girls by her side upon erickets, The sister dames
upon elevated seats. The good demoiselles by the side of
the grand assistants, The dames assistants of the first and
second rank, at themr altars with their aids,

% The invited commanders and visiters, upon the ele-
vated seats, the lower seats, and in the gallery, 'The music
in America,
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“ The scrutators of Mount Tabor tiled the visiters, and
examined their letters of invitation, and their costume.

“ CEREMONY BEFORE THE CELEBRATION OF THE FUNERAL.

“The sister dames (with the exception of those 1o be
received into the lodg:) were first arrunged, having with
them only the officers of their chapter, and those of the
temple of Tabor. Madam the grand mistress, attired in
the apron of a novice. [They are about receiving some
apprentice Masons. ] |

“ One grand mistress of ceremonies, and one grand
mistress of the secret, went to conduct in the candidates
for admission. (The music took their station.) Having
kneeled, they took the oath of the first degree, and were
received by madam, the grand mistress, and seated in the
front row of elevated seats in Europe and Africa.

* This finished, the two grand mistresses of ceremonies
went into the inner room,and called thus : The Comman-
ders of Mount Tabor, with the Ecossais of the order,

“ The two mistresses of ceremonies entered with them.
and seated them. They then feturned to the outer apart-
ment, and called with a loud voice . The respectable presi.
dents of the elements of the order, with the master of the
mother lodge of France at their head.

“ At their entry all the chapterrose, the grand mistresses

of ceremonies conducted them to their places, and these
illustrious Masons being seated, the chapter also sat dowr.
“ The mistresses of ceremonies returned to he outer

apartment, and cried, with a loud voice, “ e brothers
visiters, Masons, whatever may be their creed or ritual.”
The mistress of ceremonies allowed to enter only the num-
ber necessary to fill the empty places, without interruption
to the ceremonies ; the rest were placed in the gallery.

“ DISCOURSE OF MADAM-THE GRAND MISTRESS,
“ My dear Sister~—A funeral garb, a deep obscurity, ang
contnued groanings! What misfortune, then, threatens
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the Knoll of Tabor, lately so smiling? My companions,
the altar of benevelence is deserted ; what has become of
the sister who served it with a heart so tender 7 Her seat
is empty. The fnend of the unfortunate, the mother of
the poor, the good Almonress Adelaide ; where is she 1

Recitative. [ This is in French rhymes, and is conducted
by the brother orator, by one of the dames of eloquence,
by two sister dames, and by the full choir. [ substitute an
extract frnm our funeral Ceremony, as puh!ishm! F. M. 1.
brary, p. 108, and Book of Const. of Mass,, performed at
the grave.)

“ Where 1s now our brother 7*

“ He sojourneth in darkness,

* Can we redeem our brother ?

* We have not the ransom. The place that knew him
shall know him no more,

“ Shall his name be lost? - [Here a roll is unfolded. ]

“ The memory of a brother is precious. We will record
hig name.

“ Wnite it here ! [Viewing the roll.]

“ We will write it tn our hearts.

“ How will it then be known ?

“ It shall liee in his virtues, which shall live in us, and in

every brother.
[Here strew flowers or evergreens, |

“ Was he worthy ?

w Lake lum we will be brethren, and our last end ghall be
peace,

“ He was, indeed, our brother, but who hath done this ?

“ The Lord mave, and the Lord taketh away).

“ Let us, then, bless the name of the Lord.”

As eobwebs and the dust of years, are beautiful on bot-

* The reader may change this, for the occasion, to sisfer; but I refuse
ta eorrupt the purity of the original text,
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tles of wine, so is the rust of antiquity which covers the
ritual of our Grand Master Solomon ; but the funeral rites
of the lady lodge are furbished with modern improvements
of surprising taste. See the following :

“ Madam the grand mistress :-: [this character signifies a
stroke of the mallet,] and, plucking the leaves from a rose,
said : My sister, my first grand assistant ; sisters and bro-
thers, this rose was beautiful.

“ The guard of the temple, supported upon her sword,
replies: Sister Adelaide is no more.

“ The first grand assistant :-: [whack,] My sisters we are

roses.
* The guard of the temple : Sister Adelaide 15 no more.

“ The second grand assistant :-: [w h:u:k] My sisters,
we are short lived as the roses,

“ The guard of the temple : Sister Adelaide s no more.”

Next is a funeral chant from the full choir, in French
rhymes, and the reader will accept as a substitute from our
eeremonies at the grave, the following— |

“ EJACULATION.

“ Whatis our life! Itisa shadow! adream!

“ We once were—but, what were we!

 Whither are we going ! what shall we become !

“ Who is poor! who isrich! The king and the beggar
lie down together !

“ Our brother hath forsaken us !

“ He is no longer one of ourselves !

« Every connexion of life has ceased |

« The form is no longer beautiful !

“ He stretcheth not his hands to us!

“ The hour of death has overtaken him !

% Shall not some friend comfort us "

“ Alas, me ! and is this mummery said at the grave of a
Christian "' The Free Mason’s Library, p. 108., declares
it 1s said at the grave of a Free Mason, 8o does the Book
of Cons. of Mass,, word for word.
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But attend the :: of madam, the grand mistress, who
sorrowfully exclaims : “ The treasury of the poor flourished
in her hands.”

“ Guard of the temple: Sister Adelaide is no more.

“The first grand assistant 1z All her life she devoted to
charity.

“ Guard of thetemple: Sister Adelaide is no more.

“ Recond grand assistant :-: She comforted the unhappy.

“ Guard of the temple : S. Adelaide 18 no more.”

[Here follows a chant from a brother and a sister, to
which the chorus subjoin *]

“ She 1 no more.”

I substitute again a part of our funeral service at the
grave, as given by the Free Masons’ Library, p. 118; Free
Masons® Monitor, 1802, p. 127; Preston’s Jllustrations of
Masonry, Richard’s edition, p. 104.

“Invocations by the master; responses by the brethren,
the usual honours accompanying each.

“M. May we be true and faithful; and may we live
and dhe in love !

“ Answer, Somote it be.

“M. May we profess what is good; and always act
agreeably to our profession.

“ Answer. So mote it be.

“M. May the Lord bless us, and prosper us; and may
our good intentions be crowned with success.

“ Answer. So mote it be.”

But to return to the sister dames, in whose lodge the
First Grand Assistant corresponds to our Senior Grand
Warden, and the Second Grand Assistant to our Junior
Grand Warden.

“ Madam, the grand mistress :-: (turning up a light and
extinguishing 1t.) 8o the good Adelaide has ceased in the
midst of her course,

“The first grand assistant :-: (turning up a light and ex-
tinguishing it. ) An invistble breath has extingwished her
life.
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* The second grand assistant :.: (turning up a light and
extingmshing it.)  You see how frailis gur life,”

And here they chant again; afier which, Madam. the
grand mistress, repeatedly smites the desk with a sensibili-
ty of feeling, and a grace in the manner of wielding the
mallet, which may quite dishearten the grand masters of
America.  There are abundance of ceremonies yet to pass
through, justifving the penetration of Minos, when he says,
“ Leave them to the scope of their own fancies, and they will
putus to the blush : theywill be our great apostles.™ Byt
lest our masters® cheeks crimson darigerously, we cease
from the funeral rites, entirely omit the ceremony of in-
stalling a new Almonress, and entreat Madam, the grand
mistress, to close the lodge. :

“Madam, the grand mistress :.* [whaek.] Dames and Com-
manders, life is a swift dream ; beauty is a frail flower; hap-
piness is a light perfime. Lot us love, let us assist our com-
panions ; let usweep for our Jfriends !

“ Having discharged our dut ¥, let us retire in peace—*

:+: So mote ithe :-:

Hermes, on Archives Macgonmiques, Paris, 5818, Tome
L p. 65,
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CHAPTER LVIIL

Hlwninism in the Higher Degrees.

« The lips that with deceit abound,
“ 8hall not maintain their triamph long.”— W aifs.

Arrer ten years ol mischievous action, this order was
exposed by the discovery of some of their papers, in 1786,
and in 1787, by the capture of all Philo-Knigge’s corres-
pondence, papers, receipts for deadly potions, sympathetic
ink, a method of filling a bed-chamber with pestilential va-
pour, a receipt ad ezcitandum furorem uterinum,—many
for procuring abortion; a dissertation on suicide ; and a
method of falsifying seals, with some hundreds forged upon
princes, nobles, clergymen, merchants, &c.  The counsels
of mischief were in the hand writing of Zwack.*

* These are the men of whomn we learn by observing their Inanner,
and deing just the contrary way. They glorified reason, “ My aim,”
says Waishaupt, “ is to exalt reason.™ Reason was their code of laws, by
which they thought to dispense with rulers and magistrates. Reason,
too, was their religion, by which they reject divine revelation. Reason
was their guide to prepare deadly potions, forge seals, and justify suicide.

“ No, that will never do.™

Nor will it ever do, my friend, to exalt reason independent on the word
of God. Erect reason on tha! werd to the heavens, and the work will
stand secure : but the moment reason would stand by herself : would turn a
deal ear to thus saith the Lord ; would refuse the precepl, because she can-
not admire its propriety ; that moment reason runs mad: reader, she be-
comes no better than the SByrian, who in a rage exclaimed, “ Are not Aba-
na and Pharpar better than all the waters of lsrael " She becomes no
better than those Jews, who, when Jesus said, “ Before Abraham was, I
am,” took up stones to cast at him ; she becomes an [Huminee, Trust her
not an hour; correet her at onece; for though she have not led you to
ﬂ!'lun;f. she hos others, and waiches for the Iil.un:ll.ri.ing of the just.




HIGHER DEGREES OF FREE MASONRY, 379 1

Knigge also fell out with Weishaupt, and the correspon-
dence connected with their quarrel is all published ; “imn
which," says Professor Robison, * Weishaupt's superiority
is very manifest.” But Knigge, in the end, acted the part
of state's evidence, and assisted to discover the papers, and
elucidate the mysteries of the order, which was formally
suppressed in Bavaria and Wirtemberg by the government,

It is not so easy to suppress the principles of the order,
nor to bind the activity of its members. These assume
new forms with the feility of Free Masonry, and are ac.
tive under a new organization.

I hope the higher degrees of Masonry have no connex-
ion: with this corrupt association: those above the eigh-
teenth of Dr. Dalcho. It is with pleasure I hear the Doe-
tor say, * In New-York, the nghest degree which is held at
present, (A. D. 1803,) is the 18ih.” (Dalcho’s Orations, p.
75.) 'Thoese above that degree have names of a fearful
complexion, after this glance at the German school of II-
luminees,

The names of the first eighteen are as follows:

Entered Apprentice.
Fellow Craft.

Master Mason.

Secret Master.

Perfect Master.
Intimate Secretary.
Provost and Judge.
Intendant of the Building.
Elected Knights of 9,
10. Mustrious Elected of 15.
11. Sublime Knight Elected.
12. Grand Master Architect,
13. Royal Arch.

14. Perfection.

15. Knight of the East.

16. Prince of Jerusalem.

17. Knight of the East and West.
I8. Sovereign Prince of Rose Croix de Heroden.
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"The remainder deserve particilar notice.

19°, Grand Ponuff, i, e. High Priest,

Weishaupt says of his: “Yon cannot conceive how
much my degree of Priest is admired by our people. But
what s the most extraordinary 1s, that several great protes-
tant and reformed divines, who are of our order, really be-
lieve that that part of the discourse which alludes to reli-
gion, contains the true spirit and real sense of Christianity.
Poor mortals! what could I not make you believe? Can-
didly I own to you, that I never thought of becoming the
founder of a religion.”™

Cross’s Chart treats of the order of high priesthood from
page 129 to page 167. These pages contain much to ex-
cite the reader’s surprise ; but I will quote only the serip-
ture passages * made use of, during the ceremonies apper-
taining to this order.”  Whether it is solemn mockery thus
to use them, every reader will judge for himgelf.

“ Glen. xiv, 1224

From the 12th to the 17th verse, the account 1s given of
Abraham’s pursuing and overcoming the Assyrian conque-
rar, and recovering Lot and the other captives, with their
Toods,

17th v. “ And the king of Sodom went out to mest hun
(after his return from the slanghter of Chedorlaomer, and
of the kings that were with him) at the valley of Shaveth,
which is the king’s dale. And Melchisedeck, king of Salem,
brought forth bread and wine : and he was the priest of the
Most High God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be
Abram of the Most High God, [possessor of heaven and
earth : and blessed be the Most High Gad.] which hath de-
livered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him
tithes of all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram,
Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And
Abram said to the king of Sodom, T have lifted up mv
hand unto the Lord, the Most High God, the possessor of
heaven und carth, that 1 will not take from a ‘thread even to
n shoe lntehot. and that I will not take any thing that 15
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thine, lest thou shouldst say, | have made Abram rich.”
(p. 130.)

[ cannot divest myself of the fear, that this account of
Abraham’s generous conduct is read in the ceremonies of
the masonic order of high pricsthood, for the nsinuation of
a belief that the masonic order has some mysterious con-
nexion with the order of Melchisedeck. ‘This fear is in-
creased by the following, read during the same ceremonies.

(Heb.vin. 1—6.) = “ For this king of Salem, priest of the
Most High God, (who met Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings, and blessed hint; to whom also Abra.
ham gave a tenth part of all,) first being by interpretation
King of Righteousness, and after that also, king of Salem,
which is, King of Peace; witheut father, withont mother,
without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor
end of life ; but, made like unto the Son of God ; abideth
u priest continually. Now consider how great this man
was, unto whom even the patrierch Abraham gave the
tenth of the spoils. And, verily, they that are of the sons
of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, have a
commandment to take tthes of the people according to
the law, that is, of their brethren, though they come out of
the loins of Abraham.™

[Verse 17.] * For he testifieth: Thou art a priest for
ever, after the order of Melchisedeck.”

[Verses 20,21.] * And  inasmuch as not without an
oath he was made a priest, :

“ For those priests (under the Levitical law) were made
without an oath; but this with an oath, by lum that said
unto him, the Lord sware and will not repent ; thou art a
priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedeck.”—Cross’s
Chart, p. 132. F. M. Library, p. 257.

Language applied by inspiration to the priest of the Most
High God, and to the only begotten Son of God, is here
perverted to hallow the High Priest of Free Masonry.

Reader, tell me if the hand of Weishaupt is not in all
this? There cannot be a doubt of if, except what arises
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from the pious men belonging to the masonic priesthood ;
and when they know that the crafty Weishaupt was merry
at the reception his degrees met from the grave and learned
divines ol England and Germany, they will know what to
do; they will make haste to clear their skirts of this per-
version of the scriptures, and this defamation of the Lord,
who alone s @ priest for eper after the order of Melchise-
deck.

“ 20°. Grand Master of all Symbalic Lodges.”

It was a part of Weishaupt’s plan, * Make your inferiors
believe, that all other secret societies. particularly that of
FFree Masonry, are secrotly directed by us.” (B. p. 204.)
T order of grand masters may, or may not, have eon-
nexion with the plan of Weishaupt ; but, certainly, it has
none with the symbolic lodges of North America.

“21°. Patriarch Noachite, or Chevalier Prussian.®

I am very sorry to-suspect evil of any thing pretending
Lo purity ; probably this degree has an object better than
that of mntroducing Weishaupt’s patriarchal state, * when
cuch father shall, like Abraham and the patriarchs, become
the priest and absolute sovereign of his own family, and
princes and nations shall disappear from the face of the
earth, and that without any violenee,” ‘

“r Prussian Chevalier,” or knight. If this degree of
Free Masonry has been rightly named Prussian, Frederick
is certamly intended, and it s prudent to doubt its beine
lounded m evangelical truth.

* 229, Prince of Libanuys.”
* 2%, Chief of the Tabernacle.™
“24°, Prince of the Tabernacle.”

The tabernacle was constructed by Moses for the cover-
ing of the ark of the covenant: it was the holy dwelling
place of the Divine glory.

It were better not to trifle with its sanctity, by constitu-
ting masonic chiefs and princes over it.

* 259, Prince of Merey.”
269, Knight of the Brazen Serpent.”
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* So did the Hebrow prophet raise
“ The brazen serpent high ;

“ The wounded felt immedia e case,
* The eamp forebore Lo die,”

All know this ; and common men neither know any other
brazen serpent, nor what proper or honest connexion
this can have with Free Masonry. This emblem Christ has
npproprlumd to himself, the true Prince of Merey,in a way
that it cannot be common to a nocturnal fraternity.

* As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even
50 must the Son of Man be lifted up ; that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should net perish, but have eternal hfe."—
(John, . 14 and 15.)

“20°. Commander of the Temple.,”

Not good ; Masons may build the !emph,

“ 289, Knight of the Sun.”

"T'his 18 the degree called by Barruel and Robison Cheva-
lrer du Soliel.  Itis down very deep in the arcana of Free
Masonry ; and, by their account, it is properly placed.
Weishaupt prepared his pupils by long trials, and passed
them through many degrees before he fully unveiled his
design agunst every form of civilized society, as well as
against reveiled religion.

“29°, K.—H.”

The Free Mason’s Library, p. 317, unlocks this mystery.
What do you think it can be, reader '—Knight of that
l.[nljl' Name, which, to blaspheme, is unpardonable by infi-
nite mercy ; * it shall not be forgiven ; neither in this world.,
nor in the world to come.” Surely this ought to be the
last of the black catalogue of masonic degrees. But now
comes the royal secret, and Prince of Masons.

“ 30, 31, 32. Prince of the Royal Secret, Prince of Ma-
ﬂnmn

“ 33. Sovereign Grand Inspectors General,”

Grand Cucular of the Sublime Noverewgns, Dalcho's
Orations, p. 73,

I hardly know what to make of these things. They do
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not appear well; and yet the sublime sovereigns miy be m-
nocent of the connexion.  They are strangers to the wri-
ter; this evidence of thewr anti-Christian charaeter is of a
higher tone, but by no means so full as that exhibited in
the work of Mr. Town:; who, with his sponsors, and the
grand chapter, was undoubtedly innocent of any evil inten-
fions against the nstitutions of rehigion, and of our coun-
try.

The gwity one is Free Masonry's let her be taken and
condemned, while her poor dupes eseape.

The reader well recollects the degree, called, by the
Abbé Barruel, Kadosch, the horrid blasphemies of which
g0 shocked and overwhelmed his pious fniend. That degree
he places next after Chevalier du Soliel, where the sublime
sovereigns place the degree K.——H.

Now, observe, that Kadoseh is a Hebrew word, meaning
Holy ; and K. H., initials of Knights Holy, are explained,
m 1816, by “ Knights of the Holy Ghost.™ The inference
would seem to be, that the twenty-ninth degree of the so-
vereigns, and Kadosch, are the same. The steps of Free

Masonry are lofty, but &ier ways are not past finding out.
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CHAPTER LIX.

“We are ol of the night, nor of darkness; for they that sieep, sieep
in the night, and they that be drunken, are drunken in the vight; but let
us, who are of the day, be sober,”—1 Ther, chap. v. '

Tae words of Professor Robison are now to Iy purpose.
Familiar with the truths of natural science, largely versed
in the knowledge of mankind, acquired by intercourse with
various nations in their polite circles; a favourite Mason in
the lodges of Britain, France, Germany, and Russia, read
and practised in the higher degrees of the crafi, Secretary
of the Royal Institution in Edinburgh, of irreproachable life,
and of a patriotic spirit, his opinion is entitled lo great
werght,

(P.353.) “ Theabove accounts evince, in the most in-
controvertible manner, the dangerous tendency of all mys-
tical societies, and of all associations who hold secret meet-
ings. We see that their uniform progress has been from
frivolity and nonsense, to wickedness and sedition. Weis-
haupt has been at great pains to show the good effects of
secrecy in the association, and the arguments are valid for
his purpose.  But all his arguments are so many dissuasive
advices to every thinking and sober mind. The man who
really wishes to discover an abstruse truth, will place him-
self, if possible, in a calm situation, and will by no means
expose himself to the impatient hankering for secrets and
wonders ; and he wil] always fear, that a thing which reso-
tutely conceals itself cannot bear the light.” [i. e. Free Ma-
sonry. |

19
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“ All who have seriously employed themselves in the
discovery of truth, have found the great advantage of open
communication of sentiment. And it is against common
sense to imagine that there is any thing of vast importance
to mankind which i yet a secret, and which must be kept a
secret in order to be useful. Thisis against the whole expe-
rience of mankind. And,surely,to hug in one’sbreastasecret
of such mighty importance, is to give the lie to all our pro-
fessions of 'rrilti'li*rf}‘ love, What a solecism ! a secrel o
enliighten and reform the whole world.” [That is Free Ma-
sonry. |

“If there be a neeessity for secrecy, the purpose of asso-
ciation is either frivolous, or it is selfish.” [i. e. Free Ma-
sonry. |

“ Now, in either case, the danger of such secret assem-
blies is manifest. Mere frivolity can never seriously ocoupy
men come Lo age.  And,accordingly, we see, that in every
quarter of Europe where Free Masonry has been establish-
vd, the lodges have become seed beds of public mischief.
[ believe that no ordinary brother will say, that the eccupa-
tions in the lodges are any thing better than frivolous, and
very frivolous indeed. [So mote it be.] The distribution
of charity needs be no secret, and it is but a very small
part of the employment of the meeting. This being the
case, it 15 1 human nature, that the greater we suppose
the frivolty of such association to be, the greater chance
of its ceasing to give suflicient occupation to the mind, and
the greater is the nisk that the meetings may be employed
to other purposes which require concealment. When this
happens, self-interest alone must prompt and rule. [1 e.
Free Masonry.] And, now, there is no length that some men
will not go, when they think themselves in no danger of de-
tection and punishment, The whole proceedings of the se-
cret societies of Free Masons on the continent, have taken
one turn ; and this is perfectly natural. In all countries
there are men of licentious morals. Such men wish to
have a safe opportunity of indulging their wit, satire, and
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sarcasm ; and they are pleased with the support of others.
The desire of making proselytes is in every breast—and
it is whetted by the restramts of society. And all
countries have discontented men, whose grumblings will
raise discontent in others, who might not have attended to
some of the trifling hardships and injuries they met with,
had they not been reminded of them. To be discontented,
and not to think of schemes ol redress, is what we cannol
think natural or manly ; and where can such sentiments
and schemes find suech safe utterance, and such probable
SUpport, as in asecretsociety | Free Masonry is [not] in-
nocent of all these things, but Free Masonry has been
abused, and at last totally perverted ; and so will, and must,
any such secret association, as long as men are licentious
in their opinions, or wicked in their dispositions,

“ It were devoutly to be wished, therefore, that the
whole fraternity would imitate the truly benevolent eonduct
of those German lodges who have formally broken up, and
made a patriotic sacrifice of thewr amusement to the safety
of the state. I cannot think the sacrifice great or costly.
It can be no difficult matter to find as pleasant a way of
passing @ vacant hour; and the chanitable deeds of the
members need not diminish in the smallest degree, Every
person’s little circle of acquaintance will give him opportu-
nities of gratifying his kind dispositions, without the chance
of being mistaken in the worth of the persons on whom he
bestows his favours,

“ But not only are secret societies dangerous, but all so-
cieties whose object is mysterious. The whole history of
man is a proof of this position.  In na age or country has
there ever appeared a mysterious association which did not
in time become a public nuisance,

“The object remaining a secret in the hands of the ma.
nagers, the rest simply put a ring in their own noses, by
which they may be led about at pleasure ; and still panting
after the secret, they are the better pleased the Jess they
see of their way. A mystical object enables the leader to
chift his ground as he pleases, and to accommodate himself

| - == - <
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to every current of fashion or prejudice. This, agam,
gives him unlimited power ; for he can make use ol these
prejudices to lead men by troops. He finds them already
associated by their prejudices, and waiting for a leader to
eoncentrate their strength, and set them m motion. And
when once great bodies of men are set m motion, with a
creatuve of their fancy for a guide, even the engineer him-
gelfl eannot say, * thus far shalt thou go, and no farther,’™

And here | would stop, fearing to weaken the forece of
the appeal of this enlightened and just man=: but1 have «
word to =ay to my brethren.

CHAPTER LX.

CONCLUSION,

“ Last love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil, cleare to
that which ie good : T8 kimﬂ!' affectioned one 1o another with brotherly
lave, in honour preferring one another,”—Homane, xii. 9, 10.

IFor you, brethren, I commenced this work ; te you have |
dedicated 1t; and, if you have accompanied me through
its pages, your heart will testify with me, that it is not an
effort to seize the present excitement for the worship
of Mammon; but a colleetion of documents, selected
with labour and arranged with care, having in its aim sole-
ly the illustration of Free Masonry, without the fear of man,
or the hope of eurthly reward, to turn aside the shaft of
truth.

And what, my brethren, do we find Free Masonry 7—
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When men that have never been behind the curtain, at-
tempt to describe what is done there, your patience fails ;
your indignation finds not how to restrain itself. But
Messrs. Stearns, and Barruel, and Robison, with ten thou-
gand more who are beginning to speak, have been behmd
the scenes.  You will uot retuse ta hegr them ; otherwise
the world will hear thém, and the retort ignoramus, will set
home eflectually.

Again, you have not known much about Free Masonry.
Itisa fact. You ecompared the little you saw with the
character of the upright men in the lodges, and with the
purity of your own intentions, and thus Free Masonry has
been concealed from you. To make an mspection of her
volumes, an examination of her peculiar principles, and to
note the downward course of her tendency, as seen in her
Furopean history, you have had neither the means, nor the
leisure, nor the inclination.

I have done it for you, rising carly and watching late,
sparing neither labour nor pains, but bringing what know-
ledge and what powers I possess, cheerfully and unremit-
tingly to the task, in the exercise of that faithfulness which
looks towards immortality. It is not in the hearts of my
countrymen to condemn me unheard, or, having heard, to
doubt what I say.

And what do we find Free Masonry ?

This interesting question is yet difficult satisfactorily to
answer. To reply negatively is not diffieult: It is not
what it pretends to be:" but to tell what it is, you can
see, brethren, is scarcely possible,

It is undoubtedly an imposture ; but not on this aceount
do men, on their death bed, request its funeral honours, It
is a fearless hypoerite ; but not for this do men bestow its
charities upon the widow and the orphan. Tt is the ene-
my of divine revelation; but not on that aceount do men
of piety hallow its mysteries with their prayers, and fill its
husks with the bread of heaven.

What is Free Masonry? Who can tell?
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None doubt that it s very frivolous; (Professor Robi-

son;) but then what have men of sénse to do with it 1—
None doubt that it 15 a selfish institution ; but why have ge-
nerous souls a share of its honours? None can doubt that
is pretended origin, antiquity, and universality, are false;
but then why do men of truth clothe in aprons on 8t. John’s
day ? -
Ah! I fear we have all been deceived in this scheme of
darkness, but the old adversary. We have thought it emp-
ty, while he has known how to fill it: we have thought it
nnocent hypocrisy, while he has proved that no hypoerisy
i8 tnnocent,

What is Free Masonry ! I reply freely, brethren.

The mother we know ; there can be no doubt of that:
she yet wears her apron and trowel like an honest woman.
But, how, when, or by whom she was defiled to bring forth
the monster Free Masonry, does not appear. Many cir-
cumstances fix the birth in the beginning of the 18th cen-
tury : certainly that was the time when the child first be-
gan to run to and fro in the earth; and the mother lodge
which nourished and clothed the bantling, and sent her
forth mnto the four quarters of the earth to deceive mankind,
came hersell wnto being A, D, 1717 ; indeed it is so;.and
in 1720, “to the irreparable loss of the fraternity, several
valuable munuscripts concerning the lodges, regulations,
charges, secrets, and usages of Masons, were too hastily
burnt by some scrupulous brethren, who were alarm-
ed at the intended publication of the masonie constitu-
tions.”

These important facts are stated by Preston, p. 171,
Grand Mastership of George Payne, by Hardie, p. 27, and
by Tannehill,p. 29, They are contradicted by no one.

The Book of Constitutions which occasioned the above
alarm and loss, came to the light three years after, A. D.
1723, and modestly claimed all those heavenly things and
names in support of Free Masonry, which thousands since
have been so simple as to repeat.  And that book was the
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first book, so far as my knowledge extends, in any lan-
guage, treating of Free Masonry.

Now, for what was the fire three years before kindled
by the scrupulous brethren, except, by destroying the re-
cords, to throw an air of mystery over the monstrous birth
they were hatching ? Tt is but too plain : for Preston, Law-
rie, Smith, and others, agree to state, that Free Masonry
first went from this same mother lodge to India, in 1728-9,
and to America, in 1730 ; to Gilbraltar and Madrid, 1727,
and to Saxony, 1730. *From this period,” says « the re-
nowned historian of Free Masonry,” Mr, William Preston,
from 1730 “we may date the commencement of the conse-
quence and reputation of the society in Europe, as daily ap-
plications were made for constituting new lodges, and the
most respectable characters of the age desired their names
to be enrolled in our records.”  (IHustrations of Masonry,
p. 180. Duke of Norfolk, Grand Master.) And Smith
gives, at great length, the names and dates of the patents,
including some for every people in Europe, Germans, Rus-
gians, Swedes, Prussians; for the FEast and West Indies ;
Africa and America: Boston and the Cape of Good Hope ;
the most distant parts of the earth, where Britain had colo-
nies, or commercial relations,

For these facts, as for most others in this volume, T am
indebted, not to the enemies of Masonry, but to her standard
authors ; and they indisputably prove the very modern ex-
tension of the society, whatever was its origin. To this
game point the testimony of most diverse men, Robison and
Weishaupt, fully accords,

I will not cloud these singular facts with one conjecture,
butleave them to the supposed descendants of Solomon to
chew upon, as 1 have done; and, if at length, brethren,
they find the true story of old Hiram and the temple is
wholly a lie, and that they have been abused with solemn
and multiplied asseverations of divinity, universality, and
excellent antiquity, while the bastard is scarcely a hundred
vears old, and no better than she should be, I hope they
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will sympathize with the writer in the full ex pression of in-
dignation and abhorrence ; that they will be heartily glad
to mock at her, who, by her numerous Books of Constitu-
tions, professes to teach the seven liberal arts, and also the
black art; who proflers to give one a wonderful secret.
which is that she has none: who sprung from the clouds—
formed by the smoke of her own records; which were burnt
Jor the honowr of the mystery - who stood the shock of

ages, and the revolutions of time, on the reputation of
King Solomon ; who is always and unchangeably the same

glorious fraternity, whether of three degrees, of seven de-
grees, of thirty-three degrees, or forty-three degrees, or fifty-
three degrees, or of ninety degrees!

Yes, brethren, I hope you will feel no kindness of heart
towards one who Las so abused your confidence, mocked
your credulity, and tnfled with your good sense. Pay her
double for all her indecencies, The shameless harlot | she
has palmed herself upon us for chaste virtue. Full of all
subtlety and craftiness, she would seem as simple and plain-
faced as a trowel.  Promising to bring us to the light, she
first put a thick bandage over our eyes. Seeming to honour
the Bible, she makes it one light, where the square and the
compagses are the other two : pronouncing charity with ten
thousand tongues, she is careful how she extends it beyond
herown. She can read “ mystic chronicles long sinee for-
gotten n tradition, and lost in history.” She can hold con-
verse with the spirit of other times, while she peruses the
mossy stones of dilapidated walls, She can speak the lan-
guage of Eden, * which has come down uncorrupted from
the plains of Shinar;” and she who employed Ham in the
ignoble office of Tyler, to the disrespeet of his own mother
and sisters, now admits sisters to have their tyler and
lodge !

* Your zeal, my friend, carries you beyond the bounds of
modesty. You say tough things that are true: but you
have added to the extravagance of Free Masonry, giving
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her mnety degrees, thirty-seven more steps 10 her ladder
than she eéver thought of.”

Stay ; but why may not Free Masonry have the other
thirty-seven degrees? Where, brethren, are the ancient
land-marks ? In 1730, the limit in America was three. In
1797, a push was made to seven. In 1801, the sove-
reign inspectors anuounced thirty-three in direct ascent,
and twenty collateral degrees. (See Dalcho’s Orations.)
In 1816, the number in direct ascent was imcreased to
forty-three, (See-# M. L.) And now why not ge-o
ninety? It is done. I have before me, in fair type, the
pames, and the numbers against the names, of ninety de-
grees of Free Masonry as given in Europe in 1825. They
are in French, divided into four series; the first of thirty-
three symbolic degrees; the second of thirty-three philo-
sophic degrees; the third of eleven mystic degrees, and
the fourth of thirteen hermetic and cabalistic degrees. The
four series are again divided into seventeen classes, The
last I copy for the satisfaction of the brethren ; but let me
not attempt to translate the universal language.

“ 17th Class. 87°. 88.-. GG.". P... P... G.. G.-. MM+,
Constit. Rep. Legit. de 1'Ord pour
la premiére série,

88°. Idem pour la deuxiéme série.

89°. Tdem pour la troisiéme série.

90°. Ft dernier dégré 8S... GG.-. MM.".
Abs. Puiss, Sup. de 1'Ord.

Lisprit du Dogme, p. 262,

- * Whatever we tell
% Of Trulla that's improbable,
“ Shall be deposed by those have seen’t,
“ Or, what's as good, produced in print
“ And if they will not take our word,
“ We'll prove it true upon record.™

Thus, brethren, such a flood of innovation has gone over

the ancient land-marks, thaté"]ree Masonry’s own science.
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Masonics, could never again run the lines and establish the
corners ; without a very free use of her faculty of Abrac.

It has not fared better with our ancient customs and usa-
ges. Time was when men disabled in body or limbs, men
of mean parentage, and without some reputable mode of
obtaining 8 living, were excluded from our privileges. But
the licentiousness of modern times makes hitle account of
these wholesome regulations, admits the halt, the maimed.,
and the disreputable alike ; and this to.an extent that we
are sometimes pinched for want of honourable men to sus-
tain the dignities of the society ; our very grand masters
being lifted up by their station. And, if only men were ad-
mitted, we might yet hope, that some Napoleon in Mason-
ry, by a complete overthrow of the temple, would remodel
it upon the ancient foundation, according to the usages of
antiquity 3 but with the admission of ladies, all hope is
lost.  Once a Mason always a Mason ; the ladies have their
lodges, their fetes, their funerals; the ship is lost, we can-
not hinder it ; we have only to seize a plank, and save our
own lives,

Again, our emblems were our boast. We learned to cir-
eumscribe our passions by the compasses; to do as we
would be done by, upon the square ; and freedom, fervency,

and zeal, were deeply instilled into our minds with chalk,
charcoal, and elay. 'We could see the very image of inno-

cence in our white aprons, the frailty of mortal hopes in a
broken column, and the truth of history in the death of Hi-
ram. But another has robbed us of our art; an infernal
grand master has entered into our schools, takes our mas-
ter’s gavel to knock ofl" all religious prejudices, the trestle-
board of Hiram to draw schemes of infidelity, and the Ma-
son’s trowel to spread the cement of hatred to the cross,
[tis high time for common men to forsake the school.

In view of these things, brethren, it had been my duty as «
master Mason, to confer with you plainly upon this subject ;
(Vide Master’s Charge ;) my duty as one appointed * tocor-
rect irregularities,” * to preserve unsullied the reputation of
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the fraternity," and to whom * the ancient land-marks of the
order are intrusted ;" as one charged* pever to suffer a devia-
tion from the established usages and customs of the frater-
nity," and to *let no motive make me swerve from duty,
violate my vows, or betray my trust;” (o address you,
brethren, freely, as 1 have done in this volume, upon the
subject of Masonry. None can deny it: but I renounce
the harlot, I serve a better master, obey a holier command-

ment, and address you in the name of your country, and of
your religion, your children, and your immortal hopes.

[ have no apology to make for diﬂmﬂpect to Masonry;
put if, in the heat of the battle, or in the ardour of the
pursuit, I have once been unkind toward brethren, my
countrymen, and my friends, I regret it. Lodges and grand
lodges with their seals, authors and orators with their ef-
forts, are her organs, and have necessarily shared more or
less with her in condemnation. As organs of Free Ma-
sonry, I can proffer no apology to them ; but, if at any mo-
ment, sentiments have been uttered disrespectful to them,
except as the organs of Free Masonry, I regret it.

You, reader, may be free to laugh at Free Masons, but
the wrter is not. He was lawfully made, in a legally con-
stituted lodge of Free Masons, and has never openly signi-
fied to his lodge, nor to any lodge, that he should have no
more concern with the Daughter of the Night. Until he
ty ; and he will not revile the men who compose it. He
will respect and honour them. They have been led in by a
good motive, and have not yet seen cause for so extreme
measures as attend a public disavowal of Free Masonry.
But the writer has seen cause, and will take an early op-
portunity, formally to withdraw his name from the lodge.
Others, having studied the subject, as he has studied it, will
revolt from it too: even reading the result of his labours,
they will have less relish for the lodges, less zeal for the
chapters, less eagernessin pursuit of the secret, less ambi-
tion to become great Masons, less love of Masonic pomp,
aprons, and sashes, and titles,
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The glory of its darkness has departed from Free Ma-
sonry, and none is left it save the honour of the gentlemen
who support it ; men more honouring than honoured The
present state of things will not long continue. The sober
part of the members will seeretly or openly forsake the
nocturnal assembly ; the more sensible will avoid being
seen in public, childishly girt with a feminine badge, “ more
ancient than the golden Roece, or Roman eagle, more ho-
nourable than the star and garter, or any other order which
can be conferred by any king, prince, potentate, or other
person, except he be a Mason,” viz. a white leather apron.

The society will fall entirely into the hands of the igno-
rant and selfish, And who will have the courage to rescuc
it from their hands? What good man will enter its dark
vaults to control the spirits who will assemble there? Not
one who prizes his good name enough to avoid bad com-
pany ; notone who is unwilling to countenance dark delu-
sion, at the nsk of being accounted simple, or deeply de-
signing ; not one who has understanding to perceive, that
in supporting a hypocritical mystery, he will stand conviet-
ed before the public of some base purpose, some pursuit
of darkness, some selfish aim, which, to succeed, must, like
the fallen angel, “ be cautious of day.” )

Such there are, and will be. To them Free Masonry is
suitable ; they are welcome to it. But the virtuous . and
upright, the pious and faithful, the just and true, have no
proper connexion with Free Masonry ; those who revere
the testimony of the Amen, the faithful and true witness.
* Whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and of my words,
of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he
cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels :
to them I call, in the language of the prophet, “ Come out
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her smns, and
that ye receive not of her plagues,”

F'HE END,






