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PHRENOLOGY.

THe following Letter, being explanatory of some points in & Zni:
interesting science, may, perhaps, find'acceptance among twm @<
who are desirous of pursuing mental inquiries. It originally =mg»—

peared in the New Times Newspaper, in December last.

Sir,—An abstract from the Phrenological Journal was published in y e>wwar

Paper a few days ago, which appears.to me to require some notice, as F®
contains positions to which I do not think some of the most intelligent of > ===
Phrenologists will assent. 1t is to be lamented that enthusiasm in a favonra <=
pursuit is very apt to lead, us astray ; in Phrenology our enthusiasts have beeemm.
occasionally very much at fault. If the positions stated in the abstract E>e=
examined by an impartial inquirer, I much fear that the science of Phre=—

nology, admitting the writer of the paper has given a correct account of i€,
will be esteemed as not worth a straw.

However, I do not think phrenology so poor a science as this paper wouldll
teach us to bhelieve, The writer has, or some one for him, adopted a singulaw—
method of proving his positions. He applied to the hatters to ascertain the=
difference between the size of the skulls of persons moving in the three
classes of society ; namely, the upper, the middle, and the lower classes ; and
he finds from the Ratters that the upper classes have the largest skulls, the
middle classes the next largest, and the lower classes the least. Now, Sir,
admitting this as a general truth, which 1 am by no means disposed to do,
what does it prove? Absolutely nothing in regard to the intellectuality of the
different classes: for, according to the writer’s own showing, a large skull
may possibly possess power of some sort ; that is, great animal or great intel-
lectoal power, as it may happen. But, leaving this, no notice whatever is
taken in the abstract, for I have not seen the original paper, of the power of
education, in altering the state and disposition of the mind as well as (there is
great ground for believing) the size and form also of the skull. If, therefore,
the npper classes should be found, as no doubt they in general are (for the
best of all possible reasons, because they have time and opportunity to direct
their minds to intellectual pursunits) more intelligent than the lower classes,
is not this sufficient to account for the difference, withont presnming that
nature has drawn such outlines? and which, as far as my experience goes, I
beg leave, respectfully, (as regards the size of the skull,not the intellectuality,)
to deny: for, from extensive acquaintance with the skulls of a numerous class
of agricultural labourers in the West of England, I am persnaded that their
skulls generally are as large, if Dot larger, than those of any other class in
society. ‘The size of the skull alone is, therefore, no criterion whatever of the
intellectuality considered apart from the various regions of the skull from
which the size is made up ; for it is demonstrable that two persons may have
skulls exactly of the same size, yet that from the regions of the brain being
differently developed, their intellectnal faculties may be as wide as the
Poles asunder; nay, that skulls with similar developments may, and do, vary
greatly in their intellectual powers. Dr. Spurzheim, Mr. Deville, and indeed
now, 1 believe, all intelligent phrenologists admit, that not only must the size
and position of the organs be taken into the account in an estimate of the skull,
bat their quality and activity too; and hence, therefore, till we know the
quality and activity of any particular brain, it is impossible exactly to predict,
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by, a simple examination of the skull, of what the brain is capable. But it has
been too much the practice with all the phrenologists to leave the power of
education, in altering the state and disposition of the mind, out of the ques-
tion ; as if daily experience did not teach ns the wonderful effect which habit
and education have upon us, in exciting us to activity, and in altering the
quality of our minds!

It is true that we can, and do very generally, on observing the situation of

the meatus auditorius, predict of any skull that, from nature, there is given
more or less ability for intellectual pursuits, or for the exertion of great animal

power ; but in both cases, education, habit, the quality and activity of the mind,
must be taken into the account, before a true estimate of any one’s character
from his skull can he made. How often do we not see a large subject, with
a large head, as torpid as the stream of Lethe, while a little subject, with-a
little head, has the utmost energy, activity, and intelligence. The sizesimply
of the skull is, therefore, of little moment ; it is the form, quality, and activity,
of the organs to which we must attend.

Let it not be supposed from this, that I estimate phrenology lightly; I do
not. I believe that if it be studied with care and circumspection, it may be
made eminently useful to mankind ; and I belicve not one of the least im-
portant of the results from its study, will be that of rendering us all more
kind, more tolerant, and humane.

I add my real signature to this communication, because I think disinterest-
edness of purpose is best evinced by it.

I am, Sir, &c.
JAMES JENNINGS.
London; Nov. 29, 1827,

END.

5. AND C¢ ADLARD, PRINTERS, BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE.
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AN ELEGANT PRESENT FOR YOUTH.. ”

Just published, in 12mo. 1%s.

ORNITHOLOGIA ;

Or, the BIRDS: a Poem, in two Parts ; with an Introduction to their
Natural History, and copions Notes, in which are described about Oxe Thousand
Birds, and the most interesting and recently observed facts- concerning them ;
the whole forming a comprehensive Manual of the Science of Ornithology.

By JAMES JENNINGS.

Embellished with two Picturesque and highly-finished Engravings on wood by
HuacuEgs from Original Designs ; and also accurate Delineations of the Golden
Eagle and the Condor.

“They whisper traths in reason’s ear,
If human pride will stoop to-hear.”
Lorp ERSKINE.

This volume is closely printed, and contains 500 pages of letter-press,’ona good

paper, and with neat type. The following are some of the numerons testimonies
to its merits:

¢ This is, at once, a curious, an instructive, and an amusing work. The meri-
torious author has put together an immense guantity of information and anecdote
respecting birds and their habits, &c.; and bhis stories are not the less entertain-
ing for being strung together by poetical licence. The latter, it is true, is rather
of a medley cast ; but we can assure our readers, especially those who are young,
that they will hardly be able to dip into a page of this volume, without meeting
with something to entertain and instruct them.”—Literary Gazette, Nov. 10, 1827.

‘; Mr. Jennings'’s Omithologia is agreeable and amusing.”—Gent. Mag. for
-Feb. 1828,

“Too often have books on ornithology, as on other subjects, been rather
adapted for scientific than for general readers, much less youthful minds; and
terms not understood by every one, and difficult of remembrance, have been
generally nsed. Mr. Jennings has long turned his attention to the removing of
this impediment ; and it is but honest to avow, that, whether we consider the
extent of information he has here collected, or the easy and unaffected style in
which his work is written, our opinion is, that it should obtain a place in the libra-
ries of those who are seeking for themselves, or their children, a plain and full
treatise on this interesting branch of study.”— Literary Chronicle, Dec. 1, 1827.

“We cannot conclude this notice of Ornithologia, without paying our due meed
of praise to its scientific details, as well as to the amiable spirit of philagthropy
that pervades both poetry and prose."—New Literary Guzelte.

. %A very interesting volume : the poem which forms the g}round work affords a
favorable specimen of the author’s genius in this branch of composition,”—Atlas.

“We can promise those who look into brnitlwlogia, a most pleasaat and pro-
fitable employment. For youth especially, we know not a more clear or attrac-
tive book.”—Sunday Monitor. See also the Taunton Courier, &c. §c.

London : Poole and Edwards, Statieners’ Court.
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To THOMAS CAMPBELL, Esaq.
Lord Rector of the University of Glasgow, &c. &c.
. London, Jan. 2nd, 1828.

Sim,—As it is generally understood that you are the Editor of the New Monthly
Magazine, I take the liberty to call your attention to an article which appears in
the number of that periodical published yesterday, and which I am quite sure
KO“ did not write, and most probably before its publication, never saw ; for if you

ad, I think you could never have suffered such trash 10 be made public. And
were it not that the name of the author of the Pleasures of Hope, seems to sanction
what appears in that Magazine, I should not think it deserved the least attention.

The article to which I ‘allude treats my work on Birds, lately published, and
which has been, I am happy to say, very well received by those who are compe»
tent jidges‘of it, as a work of utter worthlessness, and, in your critic’s opinion,
stale; flat, and anprofitable! ' Not content withabusing the poetry, he has pounced
upon.the prose; and although I have candidly, and, I trust, modestly explained in
‘the Preface my motives for my attempt, and that it is designed as an elementary
work; yet all that I have said seems to have rendered the poor thing more pertina-
“ciously blind. I am, however, sir, pbliged to draw. this conclusion, either that
your critic is totally incompetent to judge of the merit and value of my work, or
that all the numerous journalists and other scientitic persons who have spoken of
it are fools!

It is very easy, sir, for a critical butcher, with a knife and saw, to cut up the
labour of three years, and the accumulation of a life of observation, with all the
effrontery and cruelty of ignorance and malice; but it is not very easy for those
who are the objects of his cold-blooded operations to bear them. He may wrap
himself up in his anonymous cloak, and welcome ; 1 have no wish to see him in his
nakedness ; but of this I am sure, that he is neither a judge of niy work, nor of the
science of which it treats.

In conclusion, and not to weary you with a long letter, let me entreat yon, sir,
for the future to exercise your discretion as an Editor, and refuse such trash
offered to you as criticism, or disavow your connection with such a periodical—
your fame and credit will not be improved by the alliance.

I am, sir, with much respect, your most obedient humble servant,
JAS. JENNINGS.

P.S. 'You will observe, sir, a few-of the public testimonies to the value of my

work on the preceding page. 1 could adduce many letters from some of the first
naturalists of the age, and fellows of the Linnean Society, to whom I am per-
sonally unknown, who have voluntarily and unsolicitedly expressed their appro-
bation of it; but such gratifying communications I have, of course, no right to
make public. )

The foilowing Works have also been published, by the Author of Ornithologia :
In Octavo, price 27s. boards,
The FAMILY CYCLOPADIA; or, MANUAL of USEFUL and

NECESSARY KNOWLEDGE., Second edition. With corrections and additions.
London: Sherwood, Gilbert, and Piper. v -

Of whom may be had, in Octavo, price 4s. boards,

A LECTURE on the HISTORY and UTILITY of LITERARY
INSTITUTIONS. Delivered at the Surrey and Russell Institations, London, in
December and November 1822, with copious Notes.

In 12mo. price 7s.

"OBSERVATIONS on some of the DIALECTS of the WEST of
ENGLAND, particularly SOMERSETSHIRE, with a GLossa™v of WORDS
now in use there, and Poems and other Pikces exemplifying the DIALECT.
London: Baldwin and Cradock.

"Shortly will be published, by the same Author, * .
The PLEASURES of ORNITHOLOGY, a Poem. It will be
printed so as to.be bound up with * Ornithologia,” if desired. -
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