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INTRODUCTION

Ix the abs:nce of the author, or rather compiler of the following work,
who was Lkidnapped and carried away from the village of Batavia, on the
11th day of September, 1820, by a number of Freemusons, it devolves upon
the publisher to attempt to set forth some of the leading views that governed
those who embarked in the undertaking,

To contend with prejudice, and to struggle against eustoms and opinions,
which superstition, time, and ignorance have hallowed, requires time,
patience, and magnanimity. When we begin to pull down the strong-holds
of error, the batteries we level against them, though strong and powerful
and victorious at last, are at first reecived with viclence; and when in our
eonguering career we meet with seoffs and revilings from the besieging par-
tisans of untenable positions, it the more forcibly impresses. us, we are bus
men; and that in every work of reformation and renovation we must
engounter varions difficulties.  Tor a full confirmation of our statement
we might refer to the history of the world. It i not our intention howeyer,
to give a full detail of the whims and coprices of man—to hring furth the
historie records of other years as proofs of the windings and shiftings of
the various charavters who have * Strutted their brief hour on life's stage,”
in order tc convinee, that customs, associations, and institutions are like the
lives of the authors and ahettors, fleeting and fragile.  Many of them rise
uf, as bubbles on the ocean, and die away. Circumstances give them exiss
tence, and when these canses gease to exist, they go into the same gulf of
oblivion as countless exploded opivions and tenets have gone before them.
The mind that formed and planned them goes on in its duzzling flight,
bounding over barrier after barrier, until ﬂ. has avrived at the ultimate goal
of consnmmation.

The daily occurrences before us bring forth the full conviction, that the
emanation from the God of light is gradually adeending to regions of greater

Jntellectnal brilliancy.

When we view man, in the infancy Iof society, as in the childhood of his
existence, he is weak, powerless, and defenseless; but in his manhood and
riper yoars, bee has grown to his full stature, and etands forth in com-
manding attitude, the favored and acknowledged lord of the W\Eﬂﬂd For
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bis cofort aqd Wall-being, as a member of socicty, rules and regulasions
are necesehry. 'Ia the various stages of his progress, these dystematic im-
provenfonts wndergo varivus changes, according w circumsiances and situa-
tions.—3hal 3. proper and necessary in ove grade of s: zety, is wholly
useless, and may be alarming in anether. Opinions and usages, that go
down in tradition, and interfere not with our improvementsin social concerns,
mdhere to us more closely, and become entwined in all our feelings. It is to
this we owe our bigdted attachment to antiquity—it is this that demands
from uvs & superstitions reverence for the opinivns and practices of men of
former times, and closes the ear against trath, and blinds the eyes to the,
glare of new light and ew acecssions of knowledge; through which medium
only can they break in upon the mind. .

We bave within oursclves the knowledge, and everywhere around us the
proofs that we are beings destined not to stand still.  TIn our present state
of advancement, we look with pity on the small progress of onr Fathers
in' arts and sciences, and social institutions; and when compared with
our clevated rank, we liave just cause of pride and of grateful feclings.
~—They did well for the times in which they lived, but to the altimatum of
perfeatibility we are nearer—and in the monuments we have before us of
the skill and genius of our times and age, we have only fulfilled those destinics
for which we were ereated; and we object to every obstacle that opposes or
attempts to oppose the will of Heaven.

In the present enlightencd state, to which society has advanced we contend
that the opinions and tencts, and pretended sectecies of “olden times,™
banded down to us, should be fully, fairly and freely canvassed; that from
the mist and darkness wlich have lung over them, they should conie wiib
before the open light of day, and be subjected to the rigid test of candid
investigation. These preliminary remarks lead us to the main object of one
imntraduction.

We come to lay before the world the claims of an institution which has
been sanctianed by ages, venerated for wisdom, and exalted for *light'” but,
an institution whose lenefits have always been overrated, and whose cons
tinuance is not, in the slightest degree, necessary.  We nicet it with jte liigh
requirements, its “time-lonored customs,” its swel'ing titles, and shall show
it in its nakedness and simplicity.  Strip it of its “ borrowed treppings "
and it is a meve rotling—a toy not now worthy the notice of a elild to sport
with, W look back to it as, at one period, a “cement of soviety, and bbnd
of univn.”"—We view it ag, at one time, a venerable fort,—but now in ruind
—which contained within its walls mgny things that dignified and adorned
human nature, We give it due crodit for the services it Las done; but at
prokent, when ligght has gone abroad into the uttermost‘recesses and sorners
of the world—when information is seattered wide around us, and knuwlm]g&
Is ot eloseted in cloisters and cells but “stalks abroad with her Loamy of
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Bght, and her bonors and rewards,” we may now, when out minorily has
expired, act up to our character, and look no longer to Masoury as our guide
and conductor: it has nothing in it now valiahle that is not known to every
inquiring mind: it contains, wrapped up in its supposed mysteries, no useful
truth, no necessary knowledge, that has not gone forth to the world throngh
uther channels and by other means. If we would hive a knowledge of sacred
Yistory—of the religion and practices of the Jews, and the terms and technis
calities of the Mosaic institution, we can have recourse to the Bible. If wo
wish further communications from Ieaven, we have open to our view the pages
of the New Testament. If we would “climb the Lizh ascent of human science,
and trace the mighty progress of human genius in every gigantic effort
of mind, in logie, geometry, mathematics, chemistry, and every other branch
®f Enowledge,” we ridicule the idea that Masonry, in her retirements, containg
the arts and sciences. The sturdiest Mason in the whole fraternity is nok
bold enough to uphold or maintain the opinion, for one t, in sober
reality. The origin of the institution is casily traced to the rude ages of
the world,—to a body of mechanics, or & eorporation of opevative workmen
who formed signs and regulations, the more easily to carry on their worl
and to protect their order. (The very obligations solemnly rendered te
every member, carry the strongest internal evidence of the' semi-barbarity
that prevailed at the time of the institution of the order.) In the courss
‘of time, as society increased, and knowledge beeame more gencral, it spread,
and embracing in its grasp other objects than at first, it enrolled in its ranks
men of the first respectability in wealth, talents, and worth. But that there
i anything intiinsically valuable in the signs, symbols, or words of Masonry
no man of sense will contend. That there is any bidden seeret which
‘wperates ag a talismanic charm on its possessors, every man of intelligence
Mason or no Mason, must candidly acknowledge. It is worse than idlencss
for the defenders of the order, at the present day, to intrench themselves
behind their ontward show—the semblance before the worll—and to say
they are in possession of superior knowledye. :

‘We pretend not to act under a cover.  We shall *tell the truth, the whale
trath, and nothing but the truth.! Masonry, it is true, has long been eulo-
gized in songa—it has formed the burden of the poet's theme, and been the
wabject of the orator's best performances.  Fancy has been almost exhansted
in bringing out ‘new flowers to deck the fairy queen;' but when we coms
ehind the seenes, what is the picture we beholl!  Are we to rest satisfied
‘with the ipse dizit of others, or to examine the truth for oursclves? The
‘Souchstone is before our readers in the present publication.

Magonry 15, of itsell, naked and worthless. It consists of gleanings from
“the Tloly Seripturcs, snd from the arts and sciences, which bave shono in the
sworld, Linking ‘#self with philosophy, and scicnce, and raligion, on this it
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rests all its: cloims o venoration and respect. Take away tlis borrowed
aid, and it falls into ruins,

Much weight is still attached to the argument, that as a tie uniting men
—that, as a significant speech, symbolically speaking every lunguage, and
at the game time embodying in its coastitution everything that is valunble,
it should command respect.  We mect this argument with facts that cannot
be controverted.  We'put it on a basis that will fling into the back-ground
every quibble and artifice on the sulject; and, in the language of a pulemio
writer, we challenge oppogition to our position i —

*The religion inculeated hy the Son of Man does all this; and in no
posgible situation can man be placed, that the benign influence of Christianity
does not completely supersede the use of a mere human institutios
Place a brother in a desert, unfriended and unknown,—leave him in a
wilderness where human footsteps never printed the ground, the Divine
Benefuctor is at his side, and watches over him with parental guidance.
Let him be driven on a barbarous eoast in the midst of savage men, and
there it is that the breathings of the divine influence spreads around him
ita shicld; bring him into civilized society—in the busy walks of men, and
are we to be told that as members of community, sojourners on earth, and
candidates for heaven, we must be taught our duty at a Mason's Lodge?
Wherever Masonry exercises its influence with sucecess, there Cluistianity
ean have, or should have, & more powerful cffect, Whenever Masonry claims
tkindred with the skies, and exalts hersell above every living sublunary
thing, then, with an unhallowed step, it obtrudes on the sacred burders ol
religion, and ‘decks itself in borrowed garments,

Intrenched within these strong walls—decked with all the glitter of high-
sounding professions, claiming what does not belong to it,—it dazeles * but
to bewilder and destroy."  TIn its Lrain, in these United States, are cnrolled
many periodical works devoted to Masonry; and, under the guise of patro-
pizing mochanics—the arts and seiences lend their aid to carry on the
imposing delusion, They take up the specious title of throwing a little
illumination on this benighted country, from their seerct depositories.
Arrogating to itself what should deck others' brows—assunmiing to bo. the
patron, the life and soul of all that is great and - aluable—it deceives many
of ‘ite votaries, and from its gaudy premises the most untenalile and ¢rrone-
ous conelusions are drawn,

Aro we astonished at the wild and beedless manner in which many of the
wotarics of Mdsanry rush into every excess—pulbting at defiance the lawa
o. our civil institutions, which suffer no one to be put in jeopardy but by due
forms, and disrogarding the command of the Most High, which says, thou
shalt ot kill l—we ean readily trace the cause to the impressions and practices
‘ebtaincd from its fulse tenets and deccptiva arrogande. . Masonry is to the
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modern world what the whore of Babylon was to the ancienty and is the
beast with seven heads and ten norns, ready to tear out our bowels, and
weatter them to the Jour winds of leaven.

~ [+ Masonry gives rogues and evil- minded characters an opportunity of vmhng
upon their devoted victim, all the ills attending combined power, when ezerted
to accomplish destruction. It works unscen, at all silent hours, and secret
times and places; and like death, when ing his di 51 upon
ite devoted subject, and lays him prostrate in the dust. Like the great enemy
of man, it has'shown its cloven foot, and put the public upon its guard against
its séerct machinations.

This part of the subject requires no further discussion either by way of
ridicule or downright sincerity, but the remark, which cannot be too often
reiterated, that the world, in its present advanced state, requires no such
order fur our social intercourse; and when the masonic mania prevails as it
now does in this eountry, we are exalting a mere human ordinance; with its
uscless trumpery and laughable accompaniments for the sublime and una-
dorned lessons of Heaven. )
“fPo gome men it is galling and mortifying in the extreme to give up their
darling systems. With the increase of years their fondness becomes so great
that they cling to them with wild and bewildéred attachment.—DBut we would
ask them where now are the Knights of Malta and Jerusalem, and the objects
that called forth their peril and journeyings? Where are the crusads
and excursions on which our gr:md Commanlers, Generalissimos and Sir
Knights are to be engaged........... In no othes excursions than Cervantes
deseribes of his redoubtable I]cro, Don Quirotte. Thedays and oceasions
that called forth these deeds of chivalry and valor have passed like those
before the flood; and the mock dignitaries and Puppet-show actions of Maoscns
in their imitation call forth pity and indignation. When we now sce the
gaudy show in a Lodge-room, and a train of nominal officers with their dis-
tinctions and badges, it may give us some faint idea of scenes that are past,
and may gratify an idle curiosity, but produce no substantial good under
heaven. When monasteries and eloisters, and Inquisitor’s cells and prisons
have been broken up before the sweeping march of the moral mind, why this
nnnecessary mummery should be so much eountenanced in this country, above
all other ecuntries in the world, ia a matter of astonishment.

The day, we trust, will never arrive here, when ranks in Masonry will ba
stepping-stones to places of dignity and power—when this institution will
be a machine to press down the free-born spirit of men. We have now no
tyrant to rule over us—no kingly potentate to move over our heads the rod
of avthority; but bigh in our elevation, and invincible in our strongholds,
we put at defiance sogret cabals and associations. The publie cpinion is like
& mighty river, and gigantic in its course, it will sweep every interposing
abstacle before it.




nl INTRODUCTION 1

+ (In the work which we submit to the public we have given false coloring te
sothinz: norin theso remarks have we set down sught in malice. In tha
urm discharge of our undertaking we have been stern and unbending as the
rugged mountain oak: and persecutions, pains, and perils bave not deterred
8 from our purpose. We have triumphed over tamult, and clamor, and evily
speaking. )

When our book goes out to the world, it will meet with attacks of a wios
lent nature from one source, and men of mock titles and order will endeavor
to beap upon it every calumny. Men more tenncious of absolute forms and
practice than they are attentive to truth and honor, will deny our expositions,
ind call us Liars and Impostors.

Such is the treatment, however ungenerous and unjust, which we expees
to mect, and for which we are prepared. Truth, we know, is majestic and
will finally prevail. ~ The little petty effusions of malice that will be throwa
ont will die with their authors, whom this work will survive.

We now aver, in defiance of whatever may be said to the contrary—no mlt-
ter by whom, however exalted his rank—that this Book is what it pretends
to be—that it iz a Master Key to the secrets of Masonry ; that in the pages
before him, tho man of candor and inqairy can judge for himself, and then n
proper judgment will be formed of our intention. : i

a a
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I

4 sescrieTiox of the ceremonies used in opening a Lodge of Entered Ap-
prentice Masons; which is the same in all the upper degrees, with the ex-
ception of the difference in the signs, due-gunards, grips, pass-grips, words
and their several names; all of which will be given and explained in their
proper places as the work progresses .
,. One rap calls the Lodge to order—one calls up the Junior and Senior
Deacone—two raps eall up all the subordinate officers, and three all the
members of the Lodge. :

The Master having called the Lodjze to order, and the officers all seated,
the Master says to the Junior Warden, * Brother Junior, are they all En-
tered Apprentice Masons in the South?' Ans. ‘They are, Wonhipful;‘
Master to the Senior. Warden, ‘Brother Senior, arc they all Entered Appren’
Jdice Masons in the West?’ Ans. ‘They are, Worshipful” ‘The Master
then says, ‘ They are, in the Fost,’ at the same time he gives a rap with the
ommion gavel or mallet, which calls up both Deacons,  Master to Junios
Deacon, * Brother Junior, the first care of a Mason? Ans. “To see the
Lodge Tyled, Worshipful” Master to Junior Deacon. * Attend to tlint pard
-ufyour duty, and inform the Tyler that we are about to open a lodge of
Entered Apprentice Masons, and direct bim to tyle accordingly.”  The Ty*
Jer then steps te the door and gives three raps, which are answered by thres
Jrom without; The Junior Deacon then gives one, which is also answered by
the Tyler with one; the door is then partly opened, and the Junior Deacon
delivers his message, and resumes his situation, and says, ‘ the door is tyled,
Worshipful’ (at the same time giving the due-guard, which is never omit'
Aed when the master is addressed). The Master to the Janior Deacon, * By
whom? Ans. ‘By a Master Mason without the door, armed with the
.praper implement of his office” Master to Junior Deacon, ‘His duty there?
Ans.  “Tokeep off all cowans and eaves-droppers, see that none pass orrepass
_witbout permission from the Master” [ Some say, without permission from tho

ir.] . Master to Junior Deacon, * Brother Junior your place inthe Todge ¥
Ang. ‘At the right-hand of the Senior Warden in the West.” Master to

‘.ﬁl.‘l.linl_' Deagon, * Your business there, Brother Junior?'  Ans. ;‘Il';lmit on
' fal i - i j
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the Worshipful Master and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active dutiea
of the Lodge, and take charge of the door.”  Master to Junior Deacon, “The
Senior Deacon’s place in the Lodge?” Ans. ‘At the right hand of the Wor-
shipful Master in the Bast.” (The Master while askiog the last question,
* gives two raps, which call up all the subordipate officers,) Master to Se-
pior* Deacon; Your duty there, Brother Senior?’ | Ans. ‘To wait on the
Worshipful Master and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active dutics of
the Ludge, attend to the preparation and introduction of candidates, and
welsome and elothe all visiting brethren, (i e. furnish them with an apron).
Master to Senior | cacon, *The Secretary’s place in the Lodge, Brother
Benior? Ans. * At theleft-hand of the Worshipful Masterin the Last.' Master
to Sceretary, * Your duty there, Brother Secretary?’ Ans. ‘The better to observe
the Worshipful Master's will and pleasure, record the proceedings of the Lodge;
transmit a copy of the same to the Grand Lodge, if required; receive all moneys
and money bills from the liands of the Brethren, pay them over to the Treasarer,
and take his receipt for thesame.” The Master to the Secretary, The Treasurer's
pln{:e in the Lodge?" sAns. *At theright-hand of theWorshipful Master.' Mnﬁtu‘
to the Tressurer “Your duty there, Brother Treasurer?  Ans, ‘Duly to ob-
serve the Worshipful master's will and pleasure; receive all moneys and mo*
ney. bills from the hands of the Seeretary; keep a just and true aceount of
the same; pay them gut by order of the Worshipful Master, and consent of
the Brethren.! = The Master to the Treasurer, * The Junior Warden's pl'mu
in the Lodge, Brother treasurer?  Ans, ‘In the South, Worshipful." Master
to Junior Warden, ‘Your husiness there, Brother Junior? Ans. ‘As the
sun in the South at high meridian is the beauty and glory of the day, so
atands the Junior Warden in the South, the better to observe the time, eall
the crafta from labor to refreshnient, superintend them during the time there-
of, see that none conyert the hours of refreshment into that of intemperance
or excess; and call them on again in due season, that the \\'urwhq;[‘nl Mas
ter may have honor, and they pleasure and profit thcrcb) Master to uhe
J“::.ur Warden, * The Senior Warden's place in the Lodge?  Ans. ¢ Tn the
West, “"ursh;pful“' Master to Senior Warden, 'Your duty there, Brother
Benior ¥ Ang. * As the sun sets in the West to close the day, so stands the
Senior Warden in- the West to assist the Worshipful Master in opening his
JLiodge, take care of the jewels and implements, see that nong be lost, pay the
orafts their wages, if any be due, and see that none go away dissatisfied)
Master to the Senior Warden, : The Master's place in the Lodge®  <Ans. *In
Abe Eusst, Worshipful' Master to the Senior Warden, Iis duty there '
Ans. * As the sun rises in the East to open and adorn the day, so p‘rc!ﬁ‘ju
#he Worshipful Master in the Fast to open and adorn his lodge, set lia
.erafts to work with good and wholesome laws, or cause the sames to be ﬂnnu.
Zhe Master now gives three vaps, when all the brethran rise, and the Mag.
ter taking off his Lat pmceeds as [ullows: ' In like manner, s6 do I, ktrmlb
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forbidding all profane language, private committecs, or any other disorderly
‘sonduct, whereby the peace and harmony of this Lodge may be interrupted
while engaged in its lawful pursuits, under no less penalty than the bye-laws
or such penalty as a majority of the brethren present may see fit to infliet.
‘Brethren, attend to giving the signs.! (Ilere lodges differ verymuch. - In
gome, they declare the lodge opened as follows, before they give the signs)s
The Master (all the Brethren imitating him) extends his left arm from hi
body so as to form an angle of about forty-five degrees, and holds 'his right
band transversely across his left, the palms thereof abont one ineh apart.
This is called the first sign of a Mason—is the sign of distress in this degres;
and alludes to the position a candidate’s hands are placed in when he takes
the obligation of an lintered Apprentice Mason. The Master then draws
his right-hand across his throat, the hand open, with the thumb next to the
throat, and drops it down by his side. This iz called the duc-guard of an
Entered Apprentice Mason (many callit the sign), and alludes to the penalty
of the obligation. (See Obligation.) The Master then declares the Lodge,
opened, in the following manner: * T now declare this lodge of Entered Ap-,
prentice Masons duly opened for the dispatch of business! The Senior

_ Warden declares it to the Junior Warden, and be to the Brethren, Come,
Brethren, let us pray.  One of the following prayers is nsed :

Most holy and glorious God! the great Architect of the Universe; tl;,g
giver of all good gifts and graces: Thou hast promised that * Where twe
or three are gathered together in thy name, thou wilt be in the midst of
them, and bless them.”  In thy name we assemble, most humbly beseeching
thee to bless us in all our undertakings; that we may know and serve. thee
aright, and that all our actions may tend to thy glory and’ our advanep~
ment in knowledze and virtue.  And we bescech thee, O Lord God, to bless
dtir present assembling; and to illuminate our minds through the induence
of the Son of Righteousness, that we may walk in the light of thy connte~
nance; and when the trials of our probationary state are over, be adiitted
into the Temple not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen: Be
mote it be. !

- Another prayer, as often used al opening as closing. | )
« Behold how good and liow pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity : it ia like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran dewn upons
the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down tothe skirts of his garoients
a8 the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that d ded upon- the i
of Zion, for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore,
Amen.  Ho mote it be. }
The lodge being now open anil ready:to. proseed to business, the Mnutt
directs the Seeretary to read the minutes of the last meeting which na-
tarally brings to view the business of the firesent. | o
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ff there are any candidates to be hrought forward, that will be the first
businoss attended to. I will therefore proceed with a description of the
eeremonies nsed in the admission and initiation of a eandidate into the firsé
degree of masonry.
¢ LA person wishing 'to become a Mason must get some one who is a Ma-
son to present his petition to a lodge, when, if there are no serisus objee-
tions, it will be entered on the minutes, and a committée of two or three
appointed to inquire into his character, and report to the next regular coms
ication.  The following is the form of a petition used by a candidate ; buk
sworthy candidate will not be rojected for the want of formality in bis petition.

To the Worshipful Master Wardens and Brethren of Lodge No.—, of
Free and Accepted Masons.

The subscriber, residing in ,of lawful age, and hy occupation &
——--, begs leave to state that, unbiased by friends, and uninflucnced by
mercenary motives, he freely and voluntarily offers himself a candidate for
the mysteries of Masonry, and that he is prompted to solicit this privilege by
s 'Tavorable opinion conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge and
sinrore wish of being serviceable to his fellow-creatures. Shnu]d} bis peti-
ti.o_n be granted, he will cheerfully conform to all the ancient established
asages and customs of the fraternity.

] (Bigned) A B

1

' A% the next regular communication (if no seridus objection appears
against the candidate), the ballot-boxes will be passed; on{’ black ball will
raject o candidate. The boxes may be passed thce times. The Deacons
aro the proper persons to pass them; one of the boxes has black and whita
beans, or balls in it, tho other empty; the one with the balls in it goes
before, and furnishes each member with a black and white ball; the emply
Box follows aud receives them.  There are two hales in the top of this hox
with a small tube (generally), in caeh, one of which is black, and the other
white, with a partition in the box. The members put both their balls
into this box as their feelings dictate; when the balls are received, the box
iy presented to the, Master, Benior and Junior Wardens, who pronownes
olear or dot clear, as the case may be. The ballot proving clear, the
@aadidate (if present) is conducted into a small preparation room adjoining
the Lodgo, when he is asked the following questions, and gives the follows
img answors.  Senior Deacon to Candidate, * Do you sincerely declare, upon
. your honor before these gentlemen, that unbiased by friends, uninfluenced
by unworthy motives, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a Candidate
for' the mysteries of masonry?  Ans, ‘I do? ~ Senior Deacon to Candidate,
“Bo you sincercly doclare upon your honor bofore these gentlemen, that you
aro prompted to solicit the privileges of masonry, by a favorable opiniow
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sonceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincore wish of
being serviceable to your fellow creatures? Ans. *I do.'  Senior Deacon to
Cand'date, ‘Do you sincerely deelare npon your honor before these gentleman,
that you will cheerfully conform to all the ancient established usages and
eustoms of the Fraternity?’ dne. ‘T do' After the above questions are
proposed and answered, and the result -reported to the Masteér, le suys
* Brethren, at the request of Mr. A. B, he has been proposed and accepted
in regular form: T therefore recommend him as a proper Caudidate for the
mysteries of Masoory, and worthy to partake of the privileges of (the
Fraternity: and in consequence of a declaration of his intehtions, volun'a-
rily made, T believe be will eheerfully conform to the rules of the Order.’
The Candidate, daving the time, is divested of all his apparel (shirt ex-
eepted), and furnished with a pair of drawers kept in the Lodge for the use
of Candidates; the Candidate is then blindfolded, his left foot bare, his
right in a slipper, his loft Yreast and arm naked; and a rope; ealled a Cable=
Tow, placed round his neck andleft arm (the rope is not put round the arm in
all Lodges), in which posture the Candidate is eanducted to the door, where
“be is caused to give, or the Conductor gives, three distinet knocks, which
are answered by three from within, the conductor gives one more; which
is also answered by one from within. The door is then partly opened
and the Junior Deacon generally asks, ‘Who comes there? who comes there?
whe comes there” Then the eonductor, alias the Senior Déacon, answers
*A poor blind Candidate who has long been desirous of baving and receiv-
ing a part of the rights and benefits of this worshipful Lodge dedicated
(some say erected) to God and beld forth to the holy Ovder of St. Joln, as
all true fellows and brothers have done, who have gone this way before him.
The Junior Deacon then asks, ‘Is it of his own free will and weeord he
makes this raquest? is he duly and truly prepared ? worthy and well quali-
fied? and properly avouched for?  All of which being answered in the:
affirmative, the Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon; By what further vighits
does he expect to obtain this benefit? «ns. ‘By being a man, free born, of
#iwlul age, and under the tongue of good report.” The Jnnior Deacon
then says, ‘Since this is the case you will wait till the Worshipful Master in
the Fast is made acquainted with his' request, and the answer returned.”
The Junior Deacon repairs to the Master; when the same guestions are asied,
and answers are returned as at the door ; after which, the Mastor says, ‘Sinee
he comes endowed with all these necessary qualifieations; let him enter thia:
Worshipful Lodge in the nameof the Lord, and take heed an what heenters.”
The Candidate then enters, the Junior Deacon at the same time pressing his
saked left breast with the point of the compass, and asks the Candidate, ‘Did:
you feel anything? Ans. ‘I Did” Junior Deacon to Candidate, “What was
7 Ans, A torture.” The Junior Deacon then says, “As this is a torture te
your flesh, so may it over be to your mind and conscience if ever you should
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attempt to reveal ‘the sccrets of Masonry unlawfully.! The Candidute in
shen conducted to the center of the Lodge, where he and the Senior Deacon
kneel, and the Deacon says the following prayer:

‘Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe, to this our present
convention; and grant that this Candidate for Mascnry may dedicate and
devote Iug life to thy service, and become a true and faithful brother among
ns! Indue bim with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that by the se-
erets of our art, he may be the better enabled to display the beauties of holincss
to the honor of thy holy name. 8o mote it be  Amen!

The Master then asks the Candidate, ‘ In whom do you put your trust?"
Ans. *InGod' The Master then takes him by the riglt-hand, and says,
*Bince in God you put your trust, arise, follow your leader aud fear no dan-
ger?  The Senior Deacon then conducts the Candidate three times regular-
Iy round the Lodge, and halts at the Junior Warden in the South, where the
same questions are asked and answers returned as at the door.

As the Candidate and conductor are passing round the room the Master
reads the following passage of Scripture, and takes the same iunc to read it
that they do to go round the Lodge three times.

‘Behold how good and how pleasant it is for Brethern to dwell together in
anity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon
the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments
as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountaine
of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the hlessing, even life forever more.

The Candidate is then conducted to the Senior Warden in the West,
where the same questions are asked and answers returned as before; from
thence be is conducted to the Worshipful Master in the east, where the same
questions are asked and answers returned as before.  The Master likewisa
demands of him, from whenee he came and whither he is traveling. The
Candidate answers, ‘From the West and traveling to the East.”  Master in -
quires; ‘Why do you leave the West and travel to the Fast? dns *In
searchof light.! Master then says, ‘Since the Candidate is traveling in search
of light, you will please conduot him back to the West, from whenee he came,
and put him in the care of the Senior Warden, who will teach him how to
approach the East, the place of light, by advancing upon one upright regn-
lar step, to the first step, his feet forming the right angle of an oblong square,
his body erect at the altar before the Master, and place him in a proper posis
tion to take upon him the solemn oath of obligation of an Kntered Apprens
tice Mason.! The Senior Warden receives the Candidate, and instructs him
a8 divected.  He first steps off with the left foot and brings np the hee! of
the right into the hollow thereof, the beel of the right foot against the ankla
of the lefi, will of course form the right angle of an oblong square; the Cane
didate then kneels on his left knee, and places his right foot so ag to form a
aquaro with the left, he turns lis foot round notil the ankle bone is as much
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i front of him as the tocs on the left foot; the Candicate’s left handis then
put under the Haly Bible, square and compass, and the right on them. This
is the position in which a Candidate is placed when he takes upon him - the
oath or obligation of an Entered Apprentice Mason. As soon as the Candi-
date is placed in this position, the Worshipful Master approachcs him, and
zays ‘Mr. A. B., you are now placed in a proper prsition to take upon you
the solumin oath or obligation of an Entered Apprentice Mason, which I as
sure you is neither to affect your religion nor polities, if you are willing 'to
sake it, repeat your name and say after me;' [and although many have re-
fused to take any kind of an obligatiom; and begged for the privilege of ra-
tiring. vetnone have made their escape ; they have been either coerced, or
persuaded to submit.  Tlere are thousands who never return to the Lodge
after they arcinitiated] the following obligation is then administered:
« ‘I, AL B, of my own free will and accord, in presence of Almighty God
and this worshipful Ledge of free and aceepted Masons, dedicated to God
and held forth to the holy order of St. John, do hereby and hereéin most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear that I will always hail; ever con-
ceal, and never reveal any part, or parts, art, or arts, point, or points of the
seeret arts and mysteries of ancient Freemasonry, which T have reecived, am
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, to any person, or persons
in the known world, oxeept it be to a true and lawful Brother Mason, or
within the hody of a just and lawfully constituted Lodge, of such; and not
unio him, nor unto them whom I shall hiear go to be, but unto him and them
only whom I shall find so to be after strict trial and due cxamipation or
lawful information. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I will not
write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it on
anything movable or immovable, under the whole canopy of Heaven,
wherchy, or whereon the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain, shadow,
or resemblanee of the same may become legible or intelligible to myself or
any other person in the known world, whereby the secrets of Masonry may
be unlawfully obtained through my unworthiness, To all which I'do most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without the least equivocation,
mental reservation, or self evasion of mind in me whatever; binding mysalf
dnder no less penalty, than to have my throat cut across, my tongue torn
out by the roots and my body buried in the rough sands of the sea at low
water-mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours;
#0 help me (lod, and keep me steadfast in the duo performance of the same.”
After the obligation the Master addresses the candidate in the following
manner: ‘Brother, to you the secrets of Masonry are about to be unvailed,
and a brighter sun never shone loater on your eyes: while prostrate before
this saered altar, do you not shudder at every erime? have you not confi-
dence in every virtue? May these thonghts ever inspire you with the most
aoble sentiments; may you ever feel that clevation of soul, that shall seorn/
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a dishonest aob. Brother; what do you mast desire?’ Ans. Tight! Master
to Brethren, ‘Brethren, stretch forth your hands and assist in bringing this
mew made Brother fram darkness to light.”  The members having formed s
eirclo 'round the Candidate, the Master says, *And God said, let there be
light, and. there was light.! At the same time, all the Brethren clap their
hands, and stamp on the floor with their right foot as heavy as possible, the
bandage dropping from the Candidate’s eyes at tho same instant, which

after having been so long blind, and full of fearful apprebension all the
time, this great and sudden transition from perfect darkuess to.a light
brighter (if possible) than the meridian sun in a midsummer day, some-

times produces an-alarming effect. I once knew a man to faint on heing
brought to light 5 and bis recovery was quité doubtful for some time: how-

ever, he did come io, but he never returned to the Lodge again. 1 hava
pften conversed with him on the subject; he is yet living, and will give a

gertificate in support of the above statement at any time, if requested.

. After the Candidate is brought to light, the Master addresses him as
follows; ‘Brother, on being brought to light, you first diseover three greas

lights, in Masonry, by the assistance of three lesser; they are thus explained:

the three great lights in Masonry are the Holy Bible,Square, and Compass.

The Holy Bible is given to us as a rule and guide for our faith and prac-

tice; tha Square, to square our actions; and the Compass, to keep us in due

bounds with all mankind, but more espeeially with the Brethren.  The three

lesser lights are three burning tapers, or candles placed on candlesticks:
(some say or eandles on pedestals), they represent tho Sun, Moon and Mas-

tor of the Lodge, and are thus explained. As-the sun rules the day and the

moon governs the night, so ought the Worshipful Master with enual regu=
larity to rule and govern his Lodge, or cause the same to be done; you
next discoyer me ag Master of this Lodge, approaching you from the East
upon the first step of Masonry, under the sign and due-guard of an Entered,
Apprentice Mason. (The sign and due-guard has been expluined.)  This
is the manner of giving them; imitate me as near as you can, keeping your
position.  First, step off with your left foot and bring the beel of the right
into the hollow thereof, so ns to form a square.’  (This ia the first step in
Masonry.) The following is the sign of an Entered Apprentice Mason, and:
ia the sign of distress in this degree; you are not to give it unless in dis~
tress. | (It is given by bolding your two hands transversely across each
other, the right-hand upward and one inch from the left.) = The following:
ia the due-guard of an Entered Apprentice Mason. (This is given by
drawing your right-hand aeross your throat, the thumb nest to your throat,
your arm as high as the elbow in a horizontal position.) ‘Brother, T now
present you my right-hand in token of brotherly love and esteem, and withs
it the grip and name of the grip of an Entered Apprentice Mason! The
right-liands (are joined together as in shakmng hands, and each sticks lis
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thumb nail mto the third joint or apper end of the fore-finger; the name
of tha grip is Doaz, and is to be given in the folbwing manner and no others
the Master first gives the grip and word, and divides it for the instruction of
the Caudidate; the questions are as follows: The Muster and Candidate hold-
ing each other by the grip, as before described, the Master says, ‘What is this
Ans. A grip. Q. *The grip of what." A. ‘The grip of an Entered Apprentice
Mason.! Q. ‘Has it a name? . ‘Tt has.' Q. *Will you give it to me? A, T
did not se receive it, neither can I so impartit.’ @ What will you do with
it? A ‘Letter it or halve it.” @. *Halve it and begin.' 4. ‘¥ou begin.! Q.
DBegin you.' 4. B 0. Q ‘A Z" A. BOAZ' Master says, ‘Right, Brother
Boaz, I greet you. It is the name of the left-hand pillar of the porchof king
Bolomon's Temple—arise, Brother Boaz, and salute the Junior and Senior
Wardens as such, and convince them that you have been regularly initinted
as an Entered Apprentice Mason, and have got the sign, grip, and word.”
The Master returns to his seat while the wardens are examining the Candidate,
and gets a lanib-skin or white apron, presents it to the Candidate, and ob-
serves, ‘Brother, I now present you with a lamb-skin or white aprop; it is an
emblep of innocence, and the badge of a Mison: it has been worn by kings,
prinees; and potentates of the earth, who have never been ashamed to wear it
it is more honorable than the diadems of kings, or pearls of princesses, when
worthily worn ; it is more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eaglo;
more honorable than the Star and Garter, or any other order that can be don=
ferred upon you ab this, or any other time, except it be in the body of a juss
and lawfully constituted Lodge ; you will carry it to the Senior Warden in the
West, who will tegch you how to wear it as an Entered Apprentice Mason.”
The Senior Warden ties the apron on and turns up the flap instoad of lets
ting it fall down in front of the top of the apron. This is the way Entered
Apprentice Masons wear, or ought to wedr their aprons until they are ad-
yanced. The Candidate is now conducted to the Master in the East, who
says, ‘Brother, 08 you are dressed, it is nocessary you should have tools to
worl with; I will now present you with the working tools of an Entored Ap-
prentice Mason, which are the twenty-four inch gauge and common gavels
they are thus explained:—The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument
made use of by operative Masons to measure and lay out their worls, but
we, ag Free and Accepted Masons, malie use of it for the more noble and
glorious purpose of dividing our time. The twenty-four inches on the
gange, are emblematical of the twenty-four hours in he day, which we are
taught to divide into three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for the
service of God, and a worthy distressed brother; eight hours for our usual
vooations; and eight for refreshment and sleep; the common gavel isan in-
strument made use of by operative Masons to break off the corners of
rough stones; the better to fit them for the builders’ use, but we, as Fre
md-LBucpM Masons use it for the more moblo and glorious purpose of
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divesting our hearts and conseiences of all the vices and superfluitics of lifo
theri oy fitting our minds as living and lively stones, for that spiritual build-
ing, that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens; I also present
you with o new name; it is CAUTION, it teaches you that as you aré
barely instructed in the rudiments of Masonry, that you should be cautions
over all your words and actions, particularly when before the enemies df
Masonry. * I'shall next present you with three precious jowels, which are; a
listening ear, a silent tongue, and o fuithful heart. A listening ear teachcs
you to listen to the instructions of the Worshjpful Master; but more espe-
cially that you should listen to the calls and cries of a worthy distressed
brotlier. A eilént tongue teaches you to be silent while in the Lodge, that
the peace and harmony thereof may not be disturbed, but more especially,
that you should be silent before the encmics of Masonry, that the craft may
not' be brought into disrepute by your imprudence. A faithful bears
teaches you to be faithful to the instructions of the Warshipful Master at
all times, but more especially, that you should be faithful, and keep and
conceal the secrets of Masonry, and those of a Brother when given to you
in charge as such, that they may remain as secure and inviolable in your
breast as in bis own, before communieated to you. I further present you
with check-words two; their names are tmath and union, and are thus ox=
plained. Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtues
to be good and true, is the first lesson we are taught in Masonry; on this
theme we contemplate, and by its dietates endeavor to regulate our conduet

henoe, while influenced by this prinviple hypoerisy and deceit are unknown
among us; sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us, and the heart and
tongue join in promoting cach other's welfare and rejoicing in cach other's
prosperity. :

Union; is that kind of friendship, which ought to appear conspicunus
every Mason's conduct. Tt is 50 closely allied to the Divine attribute, truth,
that he who enjoys the one, is seldom destitute of the other. Should inters
est, honor, projudice. or human depravity, ever induce you to violate any
part of the snered trust we now repose in you, lot these two important words;
at the earlicst insinuation, teach you to put on the check Jine of truth, which
will infallibly dircet you to pursue that straight and narrow path which ends
in the full enjoyment of the Grand Lodge above; where we shall all meet as
Masons and members of the same family, in peace, harmony and love; whote
all discorid on uccount of polities, veligion, or private opinion shall be unknywn
and banished from witliin our walls. .
I Brother, it hins been the custom from time immemorial to demand, or ask
from a newlymade Brother something of a metallie kind. not g0 much on ne-
eonnt of its intrinsic value, but that it moy he deposited in the archives of
tlio Lodge, a8 d memorial, that you was herein made a Mason 3—n small
Wrifle wil be sufficient ;—anything of a metallic kind will do; if you have ue
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mone, anything of a motallic nature will be sufficient ; evena button will do.?
(The sundidate says hie has nothing about him ; it is known he has nothing.)

* Search yourself,’ the Master replics. Il is assisted in scarching, nothing
is found; *perhaps you can borrow a trifie,' says the Mastor, - (Ie trics to
borrow, none will lend him—he proposes to go into the other room whera
his clothes are; he is not permitted.—IF a stranger, he is very much cmbar=
rasuod. Master to candidate, ‘ Brother, let this ever be a striking lesson to
you, wnd teach you, if you should ever sce a friend, but more especially &
brother in a like pennyless situation, to contribute asliberally to his relief as
hig siteation may require, and your ahilitics will admit, without material in-
Jury te.yom eelf or family.! Master to Senior Deacon, ‘You will conduct the
candidate back from whenee he came, and invest him of what he has boen di-
vested, and let him return for further instruetion.  The candidate isthen
zovducied to the preparation room, and invested of what he had been divest-
ed, and returns tp the North-Fast corner of the Lodge, and ‘is taught how
to rtand upright like a man; when and’ where 'the following charge: is, or
dnght to be delivered to him; though it is omitted nine times out of ton, as
are near one-half of the ecremanies.

Master to the Candidate, ‘ Brother, as you are now initiated into the first
principles of Masonry, I congratulate youmpon having been accopted into
this ancient and honorable order; ancient, as having subsisted from timé
immemorial; and honorable, as tending in every partioular 8o to rénder all
men who will be conformable to its principles. No institution was ever
raised on a better principle, or more solid foundation, nor were ever more
excellent rules and useful maxims laid down than are inculeated inthe séve-
ral masonic lectures,  The greatest and best of men in all ages’have been

gers and promoters of the art, and have never deemed it derogatory
lu their dignity, to level themselves with tlie fraternity—extend l.hmr
privileges, and patronize their assemblics.!

* There are three great duties, which, asa Mason, you are charged to in-
culeate. To (God, your ncighbor, and yourself  To God, in never mention=
ing his name, but with that reverential awe that is due I'ram a creature to
his Creator; to implore hisaid in all your laudable undertakings, and to es-
teem him as the chief Good—To your neighbor, in acting upon the square,
and doing unto Kim as you wish he should do wnto you; and to. yourself-in
avoiding all irregularity or ml.empel"l.nm. whiclh may impaic your facullies,
or débase the dignity of your proft A zealous attachment to these
principlés will ensure public and private esteem. In: the state, you ‘argito
be & quict and peaceable subject, true to your government and just to jour
eotntry; you arenot to eountenance disloyalty, but faithfully to. submit o
Tegal authority, and’ aon5vm with choeerfulness to the governmient of the
eotintry in which you kive.  In your outward demeanor e particularly cnrod
fiul to avoid ocnsuco a reproach. - Although your frequent appearance’s¥
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our regular mcotings is earnestly solicited, yet itis not meant that Masonry
should interfore with your necessary vocations; for these arc on no accouns
to be neglected: neitherare you to suffer your zeal for the institution to lead
you into argument with those, whoe, through ignorance, may ridicule it. A%
your leisure hours, that you may improve in masonic knowledge, you are to
converse with well-informed Brethren, who will be always as ready to give,
asyonwill be to receive information. Tivally, keey eacred and inviclable
the mysteries of the order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of the
community, and mark your consequence among Musons. If, in the circle
of your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of buing initiated into Ma-
sonry, be particularly ive not to rece 1 him, unless you are con-
vinced he will conform to our rules; that the honor, glory, and reputation
of the institution may be firmly established, and the world at large convines
ed of its good effects.

The work of the evening being over, I will proceed to give a dercription
of the manner of closing the Lodge. It is a very common practice, in
Lodges, to close a Lodge of Entered Apprentices, aud open a Lodge of
Fellow Crafts, and close that, and open a Master Masons’ Lodge, all in the
same evening.

Bome Brother generally makes a motion that the Lodge be closed; ik
being seconded and carried :—

The Master to the Junior Deacon—* Brother Junior,' (giving ono rap
which ealls up both Deacons); ‘The first as well as the Jast care of a Mason?®
Ans. ‘To see tho Lodge tyled, Worshipful” Master to Junior Deacon;
* Amtond to that part of your duty, and inform the Tyler, that we are abous
to elose this Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons, and dircet him to tylo
accordingly.” The Junior Deacon steps to the door, and gives three raps;
which aro auswered by the Tyler with three more; the Junior Deacon then
gives one, which is also answered by the Tyler by one.  The Juuior Deas
ocon tlien opens tho door, delivers his message, and rosumes his place in the
Lodge, and says, ‘The door is tyled, Worshipful.! Master to Junior Deacon,
‘By whom?  Ans. *‘By a Master Mason without thie door, armed with the
proper implement of his office.’ Master to Junior Deacon, * His business
there?”  Ans. *To keep of all cowans and caves-droppers, and seo that
none puss’ or repass without permission from the chair.’  Master to Juniop
Deacon, ' Your place in the Lodge, Brother Junior?  Ans, * At the right=
hand of the Senior Warden in the West.” Master to Junior Dencon, “Your
duty there? ~Ans. “To wait on the Worshipfal Master and Wardeny, net
s their proxy in the active dutics of the Lodge, and take charge of the
door.” DMaster to the Junior Deacon, *The Senior Deacon’s place in the
Lodgoi’  Ans. ‘At the right-hand of the Worshipful Master in the Enst
Baster to Senior Deacon, * Your duty thore, Brother Soniar? s, “To
wait, on the Worshipful Mastor and Wardens, agt as thoir Froxy in thel
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wetive duties of the Lodge; attend to the preparation and introduction of
andidates, receive and elothe all visiting Brethren." Master to the Senior
Deacon, * The Secrgtary’s place in the Lodge?  ns. * At your left-hand,
Worshipful'  Master to Sverctary, *Your duty there, Brother Secretary?’
Ans. *Duly to observe the Master's will and pleasure; record tlie proceed-
fings of the Lodge; transmit a copy of the same to the Grand Lodge, if
refuired; receive all moneys und money bills from' the hands of the Lreth-
ren; pay them over to the Treasurer, and take his veceipt for the same.” Mas-
ter to the Seeretary, * The Treasurer's place in the Widgze®  Ans. * At the
right-hand of the Worshipful Master.” Master to Treasurer, ' Your basi-
ness there, Brother Treasurer?” Ans. *Duly to dbserve the Worshipful
Master's will and pleasure; reccive all moneys snd money bills from the
hands of the Seerctary; keep a just and aceurate account of the same; pay
them out by order of the Worshijful Master and consent of the Brethren’
Baster to ‘the Treaswrer, *Tlhe Junior arden's place in the Lodge?
Ang. 'In the South, Worshipful * Master to the Junior Warden, * Your
busginess there, Brother Junior?  Ans. *As the sunin the South, at high
meridian, is the beauty and glory of the day; so stands the Junior Warden
in the South, at ]ligh twelve, the lictter to abserve the time: call the Crafts
from labor to refreshment; superiitend them during the hours thereof; see
that none convert the purposes of refrashment into that of excess or intem-
perance; call them on again in lue season, that the \Vumhipﬁll Muster
may have honor, aud they pleasure and profit theveby."  The Master, Lo the
Junior Warden [I wish the reader to take particalar notice, that in closing
the Lodge, the Master asks the Junior Warden ue follows: *The Master's
place in the Lodze? and in apening be asks the Senior Warden the same
question] * The Master's plucein the Ludge?” Ans. *Tn the Bast, Worship-
fal? Master to Junior Warden, * Tlis duty there?”  Ans. ' As the sun rises
in the Eust, to open and adori tho day, s presides the Worshipful Master
in the Bast, to open and adurn his Lodge; set his grafts to work with good
and wholesome laws, or cause the same to be done.”  Master to the Junior
Warden, * The Senior Warden's place in the Lodge!'  Ans. *In the Wesy,
WMahipful. * Master to Senivr Warden, *Your business there, Brother
Senior?  Ans. *As the sun sets in the West to close the duy, so stands
the Senior Warden in the West, to assist the Worshipful Master in opening
and closing the Lodge; take care of the jewels and implements; sce that
none be lost: pay the crafts their wages, if any be due, and see that none
go away dissatisfied” The Master now gives three raps, when all the
Bretliren rise, and the Master asks, * Are you all satisfied”. They answer
in the affirmative, by giving the due-guard.  8Bhould the Master discover
that any declined  giving it, inquiry is immediately made, why it is so; avd
if @ny member is dissatisfied with any part of the procevdings, or with any’
Brother, the subject is immediately investigated.  Master to the Brethren,
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*Attend fo giving the signs; as 1 do, so do you; give them :I_ow‘nwnxi‘q‘.
(which is by giving the last in opening, first in closing. Tn closing, on this
degree, you first draw your right-haod across your throat, as hereinbelore
deseribed, and then hold your two hands over each other, as before desorilied
This is the method pursued through all the degrees; and when opening on
any of the upper degrees, all the signs of all the preceding degrece, are
given before you give the signs of the degree, on which you are opening.)
This being done, the Master proceeds, * I now declare this Lodge of Euntered
Apprentice Masons, regularly elused in due and ancient form. Brother
Junior Warden, please inform Brother Senior Warden, and request him to
inform the Brethren, that it is my will and pleasure, that this Lodge of
Entered Apprentice Masons be now clised, and stand closed until our nest
regular communication, unless a case or cases of emergency, shall require
earlicr convention, of which every member shall be notified ; during which
time, it is seriously hoped, and expected, that every Brother will demean
himself a5 bécomes & Freo and Accepted Mason.! Junior Warden to
Senior Warden, *Brother Senior, it is the Worshipful Master's will and
pleasure, that this Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons be closed, and stand
elosed until our pext regular eommmunication, unless a case or cases of
emergency shall require earlier convention, of which every Brather shall be
notified; during which time it is seriously hoped, and expected, that every
Brother will demenn himself as becomes a Free and Aceepted Mason.
Senior Warden to the Brethren, * Brethren, you have heard the Wor.silipfu.‘
Master's will and pleasure, a8 eommunivated to me by Brother Junior; sa
let it be done’ DMastar to the Junior Warden, * Brother Junior, how do
Magons meet?"  Ans. ‘On the level.! Master to Senior Warden, ‘How do
Masons part?  Ans. ‘On the square.’ Master to the Junior and Senior
Wardens, *Since we meet on the level, Brother Junior, and part on the
square, Brother Senior, so let ug ever meet and part, in the name of the
Lord”  Here follows a prayer, sometimes: used.  Master to the Brethren,
“Brethren, let us pray.” :

*Bupreme Architeet of the Universe! necept our humble praises for the
many mercies and blessings which thy buunty has conferred wpon s, and
especially for this friendly and social intercourse.  Pardon, we bescech thee,
whatever thou hast seen amizs in us since we have been together; and con-
tinue to us thy presence, protection, and Llessing  Make us sonsible of the
renewed obligations we are under to luve thee supremely, and to be friendly
to each other. May all our irregular passiuns be subdued, and may we daily
inerease in faith, hope and charity, but more especially in that charity, which
is the bond of peace, and perfection of evory virtue. May we so practics:
thy precepts, that through the werits of the Redeemer we may finally ob-
tain thy promises, and find an acceptance through the getes, and into the!
Temple and City of our God. . So mote it be. Amen
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A BENEDICTION OFTENER USED AT CLOSING THAN,
THE PRECEDING PRAYER.

. May the Dblessing of Heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons; may

brotherly love prevail, and cvery moral and social virtue cement us, So
wote it be.  Awen.

- After the prayer the fllowing charga ought to be delivered; but it ia
seldom attended to; in o majority of Lodges it is never attended to

Master to Brethren, *lrothren. we are now about to quit this sacred retreat
of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world.  Amidst its concerns
and employments forget not the duties which you have heard so frequently

_inculeated, and so foreibly recommended in this Lodgze. Remember t)at
around this altar, you have promised to befriend and relicve every Brother
who shall nced your assistance. You have promised in the most friendly
manner to remind him of his errors,and aid in reformation. These gene-
rous principles are to extend further: every human being has a claim upon
your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it more ‘espreially to
the household of the faithful’ Finally, Brethren, be ye all of one mind,
five in peace, and may the God of love and peace, delight to dwell with and
bless you. \

In gome Lodges, after the charge is delivered, the Master says, * Brethren,
form on the square” When all the Brethren form a cirele, and the Mas-
ter followed Yy every Brother (except in using the words) says, ' And God
guid, Jet there be light, and there was light.," At the same moment that the
ast of there words drop from the Master's lips, every member stamps with
his right-foot on the floor, and at the same instant, bring their hands to-
gether with equal force, and in such perfect unison with each other, that
persons situated g0 as to hear it, would suppose it the precursor of some
dreedinl eatastrophe.  This is called ‘e shock.”

Heving described all the eeremonies and forms appertaining to the open-
ing of a Ledge of Entered Apprentice Masons; setting them to work;
initiating a Uandidate, and closing the Lodge, T will now proceed to give the
'i_'.cct!:_-re on this degree. Tt is divided into three sections. The lecture iz
nothing mory or less than a recapitulation of the preceding ceremonies and
forms by wayy of question and answer, and fully explains the same. In fact,
the earemories and forms (generally Masonically called the work), and lee-
tures are so much the same, that he who possesses a knowledge of the
lectares, carnot be destitute of a knowledge of what the ceremonies and

as are,  As the ceremonies used in opening and closing are the same in
til the degrees, it is thought best to give the whole one insertion; it, be-
Ing the wiurere wish of the writer, that every reader should perfectly nnaor-
stand sll the formulas of the whole Masonic fabric, as Lie then will thereby



28 MASONRY ILLUSTRATED

be able to form correct opinions of the propricty or impropricty, advaptages
or disadvantages of the same.

FIRST SECTION OF THE LECTURE ON THE FIRST DEGREE
OF MASONRY.

Q. Frox whenoe come you as an Entered Apprentice Mason?

A. From the lioly Lodge of St. John, at Jerusalem.

Q. What recommendations do you bring ?

A. Reeommendations from the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren
of that Right Worshipful Lodge, whom greet you.

Q. What comest thou hither to do?

A. To learn to sulidue my passions, and improve myself in the scerct arts
and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry,

Q. You are o Mason then, T presume?

I am.

. How shall T know you to he a Masen?

. By certain signs and a token.

. What are signs ?

- All right angles, horizontals, gnd perpendiculara,

. What is a token?

. A certain, fricndly and brotherly grip, whereby one Mason may know
another in the dark as well as in the light.

Q. Where was you first proposed to be made a Masgon ?

A. In my heart,

Q. Where secondly ? .

A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully constituted
Lodgv of such.

Q. How was you prepared ?

A. By being divested of all metals, neither raked nor clothed, barefoot
nor shod, hoodwinked, with a Cable-Tow* sbout my neck, in which situa-
tion X was conducted to the door of the Lodge.

Q. You being hoodwinked, how did you know it to be a door?

A. By first mecting with resistance and afterward gaining admisston,

Q. How did you gain admission?

A. By three distinet knocks from without, answered by the same from
within,

Q. What was said to you from within?

A. Who comen there, who comes there, who comes there.

g 5 * Thres miles loog,

bababo}
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Q. Your answer?

A. A poor blind Candidate who has long been desirous of having and re-
euiving a part of the rights and benefits of this Worshipful Lodge, dedicated
to God, and held forth to thehioly order of St. John, us all true fellows and
brothers have done, who have gone this way before me.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. T wos agked if it was of my own free will and accord T made this
request, if T was duly and truly proposed, worthy and well qualified; all of
which being answered in the afirmative, I was asked by what further rights
I expected to obtain so great a favor or henefit.

Q. Your answer?

A. By being a man, free born, of lawful age and well récommended.

Q. What was then said to you?

A. T was bid to wait until the Worshipful Master in the East was made
sequainted with my request and his answer returned.

Q. After his answer returned what followed ?

A. T was caused to enter the Lodge.

Q. How?

A. On the point of some sharp instrament pressing’my naked left breast
L1 the name of the Lord,

Q. How was you then disposed of ?

A. I was conducted to the center of the Lodge and thero caused to kneel
for the bencfit of a prayer. [See page 18.]

Q. After prayer what was said to you?

A. T-wasasked in whom T put my trust.

Q. Your answer?

A. Tn God.

Q. What followed?

A. The Worshipful Master took me by the right-hand and sail, since in
God you trust, arise, follow your leader and fear no danger.

Q. Mow was you then dispased of?

A T was eanducted three times regalarly round the Tiodge and halted at
the Junior Warden in the South, where the same questions were asked and
snswers roturned as at the door.

Q. IMow did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A. Heordered me to be condueted to the Senior Warden in the West,
where the same questions were asked and answers returned as lefore.

Q. Mow did the Senior Warden dispose of you?

" A. I ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master in the East,
where the same questions were asked and answers returned as bofore, wha
likewise demanded of me from whence T came and whither T was travaling.

Q. Your answer? 3

A. Frem the West and traveling to the East.
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Q. Why do you leave the West and travel to the East?

A. In scarch of light.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?
. A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the West, from whence | cama,
and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught me how to spprosch the
East, the place of light, by advancing npan one upright regular step to the
first step, my feet forming the right angle of an oblang square, my bedy
arect at the altar hefore the Worshipful Master.

. What was that due form?

My left knee bare bent, my right forming a square ; my left hand sup-
porting the Holy Bible, Square, and Compass, and my right eovering the
same ; in which position T teok upon me the solemn oath or uh!igntiun of an
Entered Apprentice Mason.  (Sce page 19.)

(). After you had taken your obligation what was said ttl yml.?

A. T was asked what I most desired.

. Your answer?

. Light.

. Was you immediately brought to light?

T was.

How?

By the direction of the Master and assistance of the Brethren.

What did you first discover after being braught to light?

. Three great Lights, in Masonry, hy the assistance of three lesser.
What were those three great Lights in Masonry !

. The Ioly Bible, 8quare, and Compass.

How are they ¢xplained?

. The Holy Bible is given to us as a guide for our faith and practice,
the Square, to square our actions; and the Compass, tokeep us indue bounds
with all mankind, but more especially with the Brethren.

. What were those three lesser lights?

. Three burning tapers, or candles on candlesticka,

+'What do they represent?

. The Sun, Moon, and Master of the Lodge.

. How are they explained?

« As the Sun rules the doy and the Maon governs tho night, so ought
I.Am Worshipful Master to use his endeavors to rule and govern his Lodge
with equal regularity, or cause the same to be done,

Q. What did you next discover?

A. Tho Worshipful Master approaching me from the Eact, under the sign

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you?
A. He made an Entered Apprentice Mason of me.
Q. How!?

A. Indue form.

Q

A
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east, under the sign and due-guard of an Entered Apprentice
Mason, who presented me with his right hand in token of
brotherly love and esteem, and proceeded to give me the
grip and word of an Entered Apprentice Mason, and bid me
arise and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens and con-
vince them that I had been regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice Mason, and was in possession of the sign, grip
and word.” -

“What did you next discover?”

Ans. “The Worshipful Master a second time approach-
ing me from the east, who presented me with a lambskin or
white apron, which he said was an emblem of innocence, and
the badge of a Mason; that it had been worn by kings,
princes and potentates of the earth who had never been
ashamed to wear it; that it was more honorable than the dia-
dems of kings or pearls of princesses, when worthily worn,
and more ancient than the Golden Fleece, or Roman Eagle,
more honorable than the Star or Garter, or any other order
that could be conferred upon me at that time or any time
thereafter, except it be in the body of a just and lawfully
constituted lodge of Masons; and bid me carry it to the
Senior Warden in the west, who taught me how to wear it
as an Entered Apprentice Mason.”

“What were you next presented with?”

Ans. “The working tools of an Entered Apprentice Ma-
son.”

“What were they?”

Ans. “A twenty-four inch gauge and common gavel.”

“How were they exolained?”



Ans, “The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument made
use of by operative masons to measure and lay out their
work, but we as Free and Accepted Masons are taught to
make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of
dividing our time; the twenty-four inches on the gauge are
emblematical of the twenty-four hours in the day, which we
are taught to divide into three equal parts, whereby we find
eight hours for the service of God and a worthy distressed
brother, eight hours for our usual vocation, and eight hours
for refreshment and sleep. The common gavel is an in-
strument made use of by operative masons to break off the
corners of rough stones, the better to fit them for the build-
er's use, but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught
to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of
divesting our hearts and consciences of all the vices and su-
perfluities of life, thereby fitting our minds as lively and liv-
ing stones for that spiritual building, that House not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

“What were you next presented with?”

Ans. “A new name.”

“What was that?”

Ans.  “Caution.”

“What does it teach?”

Ans, “It teaches me as I was barely instructed in the ru-
diments of Masonry, that I should be cautious over all my
words and actions, especially when before its enemies.”

“What were you next presented with?”

Ans. “Three precious jewels.”

“What are they?”

Ans. “A listening ear, a silent tongue, and a faithful
heart.”

“What do they teach?”

Ans, “A listening ear teaches me to listen to the in-
structions of the Worshipful Master, but more especially
that I should listen to the calls and cries of a worthy dis-
tressed brother. * A silent tongue teaches me to be silent in
the lodge, that the peace and harmony thereof may not be .
disturbed ; but more especially that I should be silent when
before the enemies of Masonry. A faithful heart, that I
should be faithful to the instructions of the Worshipful Mas-
ter at all times, but more especially that I should be faith-



ful and keep and conceal the secrets of Masonry, and thosé
of a brother, when given to me in charge as such, that they
remain as secure and mvmlablc in my breast, as in hls own
before communicated to me.,”

“What were you next presented with?”

Ans, “Check-words two.”

“What were they?”

Ans, “Truth and Union.”

“How explained?”

“Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every
virtue,, To be good and true are the first lessons we are
taught in Masonry. On this theme we contemplate, and by
its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct; hence, while
influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are un-
known amongst us; sincerity and plain dealing distinguishes
us; and heart and tongue join in promoting each other’s
welfare, and rejoicing in each other's prosperity., Union is
that kind of friendship that ought to appear conspicuous in
the conduct of every Mason. It is so closely allied to the
divine attribute, truth, that he who enjoys the one is seldom
destitute of the other. Should interest, honor, prejudice,
or human depravity ever influence you to viclate any part of
the sacred trust we now repose in you, let these two im-
portant words, at the earliest insinuation, teach you to put on
the check-line of truth, which will infallibly direct vou to
pursue that strait and narrow path, which ends in the full
enjoyment of the Grand Lodge above, where we shall all
meet as Masons and members of one family; where all dis-
cord on account of religion, politics or private opinion shall
be unknown and bamished from within our walls.”

“What followed?”

Ans. “The Worshipful Master in the east made a de-
mand of me something of a metalic kind, which he said was
not ea much on account of <its intrinsic value, as that it
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intrinsic value, as that it wight be deposited in the archives of the Lodge, as
s memorial that T had therein been made a Mason.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted out of the Lodge, and invosted of
what T had been divested, arfd returned for further instruotions.

Q. After you returned, how was you ﬂlsposcﬂ of

A. I was conducted to the North-East corner of the Lodge, and thers
eansed to stand upright like a man, my feet forming a square, and received
& golemn injunetion, ever to walk and act uprightly before God and man
end in addition thereto received the following charge. (For this charge see
page 27.)

SECOND SECTION.

Q. Why was you divested of all metals when you was made a Magon?

A. Beeause Masonry regards no man on account of bLis worldly wealth or
honars; it is therefore the internal, and not the external qualifications that
recommend a man to Masons.

Q. A sccond reason?

A. There was neither the sound of an ax, hammer, or any other metal
sool, heard at the building of King Solomon’s Temple.

Q. How could so stupendous a fabric be erected without the sound of an
sx, llammer, or any other metal tool?

A. All the stones were hewed, squared, and numbered in the quarries,
where they were raised; all the timbers felled, and prepared in the forests
of Lebanon, and earried down to Joppa on floats, and taken from thence up
bo Jerusalem, and set up with wooden malls, prepared for that purpose;
which, when completed, every part thercof, fitted with that exact nicety, that
it had more the resemblance of the handy workmanship of the Supreme
Architect of the Universe, than that of buman hands.

Q. Why was you neither naked nor clothed ?

A. As I was an object of distress ab that time, it was to remind me, if
ever I saw a friend, more especially a Brother in a like distressed situation,
that [ should contribute asliberally to his relief, as his situation r{:quirelﬂ
and. my abilities would admit, without material injurv to myself or
family.

Q. Why was yon neither barefoot nor shod?

A. Tt was an ancient Israclitish eustom, adopted among Masons; and we
read in toe book of Ruth concerning their mode and manner of changing
end redeeming, “and to confirm all things, a brother plucked off his shoe and
gawe it to hisneighbor, and that was testimony in Isracl.” This, then, therefore
we do in confirmation of a token, and as a pledge of our fidelity; thereby
signifying that, we will renounce our own wills in all things, and beeomo obe~
aent to the laws of our sucient institutions,
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e Qi Why wis you hoodwinked? :

A. That my heart might concuive, before my eyes beheld the beauties of
Masounry.

Q. A setond reason?

A. As I was in darkness at that time, it was to remind me that I should
keep the whole world so respecting Masonry.

Q: Why had you a Cable-Tow about your neck?

A. Tn case T had not submitted to the manner and mode of my initiation
that T might bave been led out of the Lodge without seeing the form and
beautiea thercof.

Q. Why did you give three distinct knocks at the door?

A. Toalarm the Lodge, and let the Worshipful Master, Wardens and
Brethren know that a poor blind Candidate prayed admission.

Q. What do those three distinet knocks allude to?

v Au A certain passage in Seripture, wherein it says, ‘Ask and it shall
be: given, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto
you.!

Q. How did you apply this to your then case in Masonry!

A Tasked the recommendations of a friend to become a Mason, I sought
admission through his recommendations, and knocked and the door of Mason-
ry opened unto me,

Q. Why was you caused to enter on the point of some sharp instrument
pressing your naked left breast in the nome of the Lord?

A. As this was a torture to my flesh, so might the recollection of it ever
bz to my leart and conscience, if’ ever Tattempted to reveal the secrets of
Maszonry unlaswfully.

Q. Why was you conducted to the center of the Lodge, and there cansed
to kneel fur the benefit of & prayer?

A, DBefore entering on this, or any other great and important undertaking
it is bighly necessary to implore a blessing from Deity.

Q Why was you agked in whom you put your trust?

A, Agveeably to the laws of our ancient iustitution, no Atheist could be
!_n_m]-:_: & Mason; it was therefore necessary that Ishould eligve in Deity;
Qﬂm_misu, up oath or obligation could bind me.

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master take you by the right hand, and bid
you rise, follow your leader and fear no danger?

A, As I was in darkness at that time and could neither foresee nor avoid
danger, it was to remind mo that T wasin the hands of an affectionate friond
in whose fidelity T might with safety confide, ”

Q. Why was you eanducted three times regularly round the Lodge? .

A. That the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and Brethren might see ﬂl“u
1 was duly and truly prepared. : :

Q. Why did you meet with thoso seyeral obstruetions on the way!
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A. This and every other Lodge is, or ought to be, a true representation
of King Sclomon’s Temple, which, when completed, bid guards stativned at
the East, West, and South gates.

* Q. Why had they gnards stationed at those several gates?

A, To prevent any one from passing or repassing that was not duly quals
ified.

Q. Why did you kneel on your left knee, and not on your right, or
both?

A, The left side has ever been considered the weakest part of the body
it was therefore to remind me that the part T was then taking upon me was
the weakest part of Masonry, it being that only of an Entered ‘Appren-
tice.

Q. Why was your right-hand placed on the Holy Bible, Square and Com-
pass, and not your left, or both?

A. The right-hand has ever been considered the seat of fidelity, and our
ancient Brethren, worshiped Deity under the name of Froes; which has
sometimes been represented by two right-hands joined together; at othors,
by two human figures holding each other by the right-hand; the right-hand,
therefore, we use in this great and important undertaking, to signify in ' the
strongest manner possible, the sincerity of our intentions in the business we
are engaged.

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master present you with a Jamb-skin, or
white apron?

A. The lamb-skin has, in all ages, been d d an emblem of i
he, therefure, who wears the Inn:h skin, as a badge of u Mason, is lhcmhy
eontinually reminded of that purity of life, and rectitude of condnet, which
i8'80 cesentially necessary to onr gaining admission inte the Qelestial Lodge
above, where the Supreme Architeet of the Universe presides.

Q. Why did the Master make a demand of you of something of & metallio
patuie ? '

A. AsT wasin a poor and penniless sitoation ot that time, it was to
remind me it ever I saw a friend, but more especially, a Brother, in the like
poor and penniless situation, that T should contribute ‘as liberally ‘to ‘his
rolief as iy abilities would admit and his situation required, without injur-
ing mwself or family.

Q. Why was you conducted to the north-east corner of the Lodge, and
there caused to sand upright like a man, your feet forming n'square, re-
ceiving at the same time a solemn charge, ever to walk and act uprightly
before God and man?

A. The first stone in ‘every Masonic edifice is, or ought to' be, placed at
the ncrth-cast corner, that being the place where an Entered Apprentice
Mason receiveg bis first instractions to build his future Masonic | edifice
apon. ]
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THIRD SECTION.

We haver been saying a good deal about a Lodge, I want to know
constitutes a Lodge ?
A certain number of Free and Accepted Masons duly assembled in &

room, ot place, with the Holy Bible, Square and Compass, and other Ma-

sonie

implements, with a Charter from the (frand Lodge empowering them

to work,

Q.
A,
Q.
AL

Where did our ancient Brethren meet before Lodges were erected?
On tho highest hills, and in the lowest vales.

Why on the highest hills, and in the lowest vales?

The better to guard against cowans and enemies cither ascending or

descending, that the Brethren might have timely notice of their approach
to prevent being surprised.

Q.
A,
Q.

POPOODE

Q.

What s the form of your Lodge?

An oblong square.

How long? A. From Last to West.

How wide? . Between North and South,

. How high? 4. From the surfuce of the carth to the highest heavens,

How dc‘bp‘ A. From the surface to the center,

. What supperts your Lodge?

. Three large Columna or Pillars,
. What are their names?

. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.

Why so?  A. It is necessary there should be Wisdom to contrive

Strength to support, and Beauty to adorn all great and important unders
takings; but more especially this of ours.

Q.
A.

Has your Lodge any covering 1
It has a clonded caropy, or starry-decked heaven, where all good.

Mason's hopé to arrive,

gbohoinb?a>o

. How do they hope to arrive thera?
. By the assistance of Jacob's ladder.
. How many principal rounds has it got 7

Three. @. What are their nomes?

. Faith, Hope, and Charity,

. What do they teach?

- Faitl in God, Hope in immortality, and Charity to all mankind.

. Has your Lodge any furniture?

. It has, the Holy Bible, Square, and Compasa.

. To whom do they belong ?

. The Bible to God, the Square to the Master, and the Compass to the
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Q. How cxplained?

A. The Bible to God, in being the incstimable gift of God to man, for
bis jostruction to guide Lim through the rugged paths of life; the Square
to the Master, it being the proper emblem of his office; the Compass to the
Craft—by due attention to which, we are tanght to limit our desires, curb
our ambition, subdue our irregular appetites, and keep our passionsand
prejudices in due bounds with all mankind, but more especially with th
Brethren.

Q. Has your Lodge any ornaments?

A, Tt hos; the Mosaie, or chequered pavement; the indented Tessel, that
beantiful tesselated border which surrounds it, with the blazing star in the
eenter.

Q. What do they represent?

A. The Mogaic, or chequered pavement, represents this world, which,
though chequered over with good and evil, yet Brethren may walk together
thereon and not stumble—the indented Tessel, with the blazing star in the
center, the manifold blessings and comforts with which we are surrounded in
this life, but more especially those which we hope to enjoy hereafter — the
Blazing star, the prudence which cusht to appear conspicuous in the con-
duct of every Mason ; but more especially commemorative of the Star which

ppeared in the East, to guide the wise men to Bethlehem, to proclaim the
irth and the presence of the Son of God,

Q. Has your Lodge any lights?

+ It has three,

How are they situated?

. Fast, West and South.

. Ias it none in the North?

It has not.

. Why so?

. Because this and every other Lodge is, or ought to be, a true represen-
tation of King Solomon's Temple, which was situated north of the ecliptio;
the sun and moon therefore during their rays from the south, no light was to
be expected from the north; we, therefore, Masonically, term the north &
place of darkness.

Q. Has your Lodge any Jewels?

A, It has six ; three movable and three immovable.

Q. What are the three movable Jewels?

A. The Square, Level and Plumb

Q. What do they teach?

A. The Square, morality; the Level, equality; and tho Plimb, rectitude
of life and conduct.

Q. What are the three movable Jewels?

A._'l‘h&-rongh Ashlar, the perfeet Asblar, and the Trestle-Board.

n
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Q. What are they ? R
A. The rough Ashlar, is a stone in its rough and natural state; the pers
fect Ashlar is also a stone made ready by Lhe working tools of the Fellow-
traft to be adjusted in the building; ard the Trestle-board is for the \lnatel
_workman to draw his plans and de-|rr115 upon.
Q. What do they represent ?
* A. The rough Ashlar represents man in his rude and imperfect state by
nature; the perfect Ashlar also represents man in that state of perfection to
which we all hope to arrive by means of a virtuous life and cducation, our
own cudeavors, and the blessing of God.  In erecting our temporal building
we pursue the plans and designs laid down by the master workman on lis
Trestle-board ; but in erocting our spiritual building we pursue the plans and
desizns laid down by the Supreme Geometrician of the Universe in the Hook
‘of 1ifé: which we, Masonically, term our spiritual trestle-board.
" Q. Whom did you serve?
A, My Master
Q. IMow long?
A. Six days,
Q. What did you serve lim with
A. Treedom, fervency and zeal.
Q. What do they represent?
. Chalk, Charcoal, and Karth,
Why so?
A. There is nothing freer than Chalk, the slightest touch of which leaves
o trdee belind; nothing more fervent than heated Charcoal; it will melt che
most obdurate mcl.nls, nothing more zealous than the arth ta brmg
forth.
Q. How is your Lodge situated?
A. Due east and west.
Q. Why so?
A. Beeause the sun rises in the cast and setsin the west.
Q. X seeond reason?
A. The Gospel was first preachied in the cast, and is gpreading to the
west,
Q A third reason?
. The liberal arts and seiences Degan in the cast, and are extending to
'uo weat, .
Q. A fourth reason?
A. Beeanse all Churches and Chapels ave, or ought to b, sc situated,
Q. Why are ol Clinethes and Chapels so sitnated?
A, Dreeanse King Solomon’s Temyple was so situnted.
Q. Why was King Salomon’s Temyple s+ situated?
4, Because Moses, after conducting the Children of Tsrael thmgf ine

o
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Red Sea, Ly Divine command, erected a tabernacle to God, and placed it
due cast and west; which was to eomemmorate, to the latest posterity, that
miraculous Bast wind that wrought their mighty deliverance; and this was
an exact model of King Solomon's Temple.  Sinee which time, cvery well-
regulated and governed Lodge is, or ought to he, so situated.

Q. Towhom did our ancient Brethren dedicate their Lodges?

A, To King Solomon. '

Q. Why so? . Because King Soloman was our most ancient Grand
‘Master.

Q. To whom do modern Masons dedicate their Lodges ?

A. To 8t, John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist.

Q. Why so? A, Because they were the two most ancient Christian

patcons of Masonry: and since their time, in every well-regulated and
governed Lodge, there bas been a certain point within a cirele, which civele
is bounded on the Eust and the West by two perpendicular parallel lineg,
representing the anniversary of St. John the, Baptist, and St. John the
Evangclist, who were two perfect parallels as well in Musonry as ‘Chrisu-
anity; on the vortex of shich rests the bopk of the Holy Seripturcs, sup-
porting Jacob's Ladder, which is said to reach to the watery elouds; andiin
passing round this: eircle we natarally touch on both these perpendicular
parallel lines, as well as the Book of the Holy Scriptures, and while a
DMason keeps himself thus circumseribed, he cannot materially err. [Thus
ends the first degree of Masoury, and the reader, who! has read and paid
attention to it, knows more of Masonry, than any Entered Appreutice: in
Christendom; and more of this degree than one hundreth part of the Mas-
ter Masons, or even Royal Arch Masans; for very few cven attempt to
learn the Lectures, or even the Obligations: They merely receive  the
degrees, and there stop, with the exception of a fow who are fascinated with
the idea of holding an office: they sometimes endeavor to qualify thewmselyes
to discharge the duties which devolve on them in their respective offices.
The offices of Secretary and Treasurer, are by some consideved the most
jmportant in the Lodge, partieularly where there is much  business
done.]
. I will now intraduce the reader to the secand degree of Masonry, It.is
glwem]ly called passing, as will be seen in. the loeture, Tskall omit the
geremnuics of opening and elosing, as they are previsely the same a8 in the
first. degree, except two knocks are used in this degree, and the deor is
Qn:enzd by the benefit of a pass-word; it is Skibdoleth,  1twill he elplnll\-
ed in the lecture.

The Candidate, as before, istaken into the preparation room and pmpnrell
In the manner following: all his elothing taken off exeept hisshirt; furn-
fsled with a pair of drawers; bis vight breast bare; liis left foot in a slipper,
the right Lare; a Cable-Tow twice round Lis necl; seini-hoodwinked; in whiel
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gituation ke is condacted to the door of the Lodge, where he gives two knocks,
whan the Senior Warden rises and says, * Worshipful, while we are peaceably
ot work on the second degree of Masonry, under the influence of faith, hope,
and charity, the door of our Lodge is alarmed.! DMaster to Junior Deacon,
* Brother Junior, inquire the cause of thatalarm.! [Inmany Lodges they coms
to the door, knock, are answered by the Junior Deacon, and come in without
their being noticed by the Senior Warden or Master.] The Junior Deacon
givoa two raps on the inside of the door. The Candidate gives one withont;
it is answered by the Junior Deacon with one, when the door is partly opened
by the Junior Deacon, who inquires, *Who eomes here ! who comes here
The Senior Deacon, who is or ought to be, the conductor, answers, ‘A’ worthy
“Brother who has been regularly inifiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason,
served a proper time as such, and now wishes for further light in Masonry
by being passed to the degree of Fellow-Craft., Junior Deacon to Senior
Deacon, ‘Is it of his owi free will and acetrd he makes this request?  An,
*It is!  Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Is he duly and truly pre-
pared ' Ans. *Heis! Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, *Ts he worthy
and well qualified? ns, ‘Tle is) Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon,
‘Has he made suitable proficiency in the preceding degree? Ans. * He has)?
[Very few know any more than they did the night they were initinteds
bave nob heard their obligation repeated, nor one section of the Lecturs,
and in fact a very small propartion of Masons ever learn cither.] Junior
Deacon to Senior Deacon, * By what further rights does he expect to obtain
‘his benefit? ns. *By the benefit of a pass-word! Junior Deacon to
Benior Deacon, ‘Has ke a pass-word?’  Ans. “He has not, but T have it
for him."  Junior Deacon to Semior Deacon, ¢ Give it to me! The Senive
Deacon whispers in the Junior Deacon's ear, Skitloleth, The Juuior Dews
‘oon gays, ‘ The pass is right; since thisis the case, you will wait until the
Worshipful. Mdster in the East is made acquainted with Lis request, and
his answer returned.'  The Junior Deacon then repairs to the Master and
gives two knocks, as at the door, which are answered by two, by the Master
when the same questions nre asked and answers returned as ut the door
after which the Master says, *Since he comes indued with all these necess
sary qualifications, let him enter this Worshipful Lodge in the name of the
Lord, and take heed on what he enters” As he enters, the angle of the
square is pressed hard against bis naked right breast, at which time the
Junior Deacon says, * Brother, when you entered this Lodge the first tim'e,
you entored on the point of ene compass jressing your naked loft breast,
which was then explained to you. You now enter it on the angfe of thi
#quare, pressing your naked right breast, which is to teach you to aet upon
the square with all mankind, but more especially with the Brethren. The
Cardidate is then conducted twice regularly round the Liodge, and halted at
*tho Junior Wharden in the South, where he givos two raps, and is answered
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by two; when the same questions are asked and answers returned as at the,
do r; from thence he is conducted to the Senior Warden, where the same
qu:stions are asked and apswers retorned as before; he is then conducted
to the Master in the last, where the same questions are asked and answers
returned as before; the Master likewise demands of Lim, from whenee he
came, and whither he was travelin®; he answers, ‘From the West and
traveling to the Eust.! The Master asks, ¢ Why do yon leave the West and
travel to the Bast? ns. *In search of more light! The Mastor then
says to the Capdidate, * Sinee this is the case, you will please conduct the
Candidate buek to the West, from whence lie came, and put him in cary of
the Senior Warden, who will teach Lim how to approach the Kast, * The
place of light,” by advancing upon two upright regular steps to the second
step [ lis heel is in the hollow of the right foot on this degree], bis feet
forming the right angle of an oblong square, and his body erect at the altar
before the Worshipful Master, and place him in a proper position to take
the solemn oath, or obligation of a Fellow-Craft Mason. The Master then
- leaves hig seat and approaches the kneeling Candidate [the Candidate
kncels on the right kuee, the left forming a square, his left arm as far as the
elbow in a horizontal position, anid the rest of the arm in a vertical position,
o as to form a square, his arm supported by the square held under Lis
elbow], and says, ‘ Brother, you are now placed in a proper position to take
on you the solemn oath, or obligation of Fellow-Craft Mason, which, I assure
you. ag before, is neither to affect your religion nor polities: iff you are
willing to take it, repeat your name and say after wme,—
4L AL B, of my own free will and accard, in the presence of Almighty
God, and this Worshipful Lodge of Fellow-Craft Masons, dedicated to God,
and held forth to the holy order of St. Jolm, do hereby and hereon most
solomuly and sincerely promise, and swear, in addition to my former obliga-
tion, that T will not give the degree of a Fellow-Craft Mason to any one of
an inferior degree, nox to any other being in the lkaown world, exoept it be
to a true and luwful Brother, or Brethren Fellow-Craft Magons, or within
the body of a just and Jawfully constituted Lodge of such; and not unto
him nor woto. them whom I shall hear so to be, but unty him and them
anly whom I shall find n to be, alter strict trial and due examination, or
lawful information. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that L will | not
wrong this Lodge, nor a Brother of this degree, to the value of two cents
koowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by others if in my power to pre-
vent it. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will suppart the
Qanth.nnon of the Grand Lodge of the United States, and of the Grand.
Ledge of this State, under which this Lodge is held, and conform to all the,
by: 1aws, rulcs, Bnd regulations of this or any other Lodge, of which I may
at ary time hereafter become a member, as far as in my power, Further-.
more do I promise, and swear, that I will ubey all regular signs and sam- |
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nions’ given, handed, sent, or thrown to me by the hand of a Brother
Fellow-Craft: Mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted
Lodge, of such, provided that it he within the length of my Cable-Tow. or
stuare and angle of my work. Furthermore do T promise, and swear, that
I will he aiding and assisting all poor and penniless Brethren Fellow-
Crafts, their widows and orphans wheresoever disposed round the globe,
they applying to me as such, as far as in my power without injuring myself
or family. To all which I do most solemuly and sineerely promise, and
swear, without the least hesitation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of
mind in me whatever, binding myself under no less penalty Than to have
wiy loft breast torn open, and my heart and vitals taken from thence and
thrown over my left shoulder and carried into the valley of Jehosaphat,
there to become a prey to the wild leasts of the field and vultures of the'
air, if ever I should prove willfully guilty of violating any part of this my
solemn oath, or obligation of a Tellow-Craft Mason; so keep me God, and
keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.” * Detach your hands
and kiss the haok, which is the Holy Bible, twice.! The bandage is now (by
one of the Brethren) dropped over the other eye, and the Master says,
*Brother [at the same time laying his hand on the top of the Candidate's
head], what do you most desire ' the Candidate answers after Lis prompter,
‘More light.! The Master suys, * Brethren, form on the square and assist in
bringing dur new made Brother from darkness to light: *And God said, les
there be light, and there was light.! At this instant all the Brethren clap
their hands and stamp on the floor as in the preceding degree.  The Master
says to the Candidate, *Brother, what do you discover different from
before?” The Master says, after a short pause, *You now diseover one
point of the compazs elevated above the square, which denates light in this
degree; but as one is yet in obseority, it is to remind you that you are yek
one material point in the dark, respecting Masonry.”  The Master steps off*
from the Candidate three or four steps, and says, * Brother, you now dig="
cover me as Master of the Lodge, approaching you from the East, under the’
gign and due-guard of a Fellow-Craft Mason, do as T do, a5 near as yon can,
and keep your position.' The sign is given by drawing your rig.htllmnd
flat, with the palm of it next to your breast, across yonr breast from the'
left to the right side with some quickness, and dropping it down by your!
side; the due-gnard is given by raising the left arm until that part of it be-"
tween the elbow and shoulder is perfectly liorizontal, and raising the resk of
the arm in a vertical position, so that that part of the arm below the elhow,’
and that part above it, form a square.  This is ealled the due-guard of &'
Fellow-Craft Mason. The two given together, are ealled the sign and due-gugr)
of a Fellow-Craft Mason, and they are never given separately; they would'
ntt bo'reeognized by a Mason if given separately. The Master, by the time’
borgives his stops, sign, and due-guard, arrives at the Candidate, ang says’
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*Brother, T now present you with my right-band in token of Brotherly iove
and confidence, and with it the pass-grip and word of a Fellow-Craft Mason.'
The pass, or more properly the pass-gvip, is given by taking each other by
the right-hand as though going to shake hands, and cach putting his thumb
between the fore and second fingers where they juin the land, and pressing
the thumb between the joiuts. This is the pass-grip of a Fellow-Crafs
Mason, the name of it is Shibloleth. Tts origin will be explained in the
lecture—the pass-grip some give without lettering or syllabling, and otheru
give it ‘in the same way they do the real grip; the veal grip of a Fellow-
Craft Mason is given by putting the thumb on the jiint of the second
finger where it joins the hand, and erocking your thumb so that cach ean
stick the nail of his thumb into the joint of the other; thisis the real grip
of a Fellow-Craft Mason; the name of it is Jrehin; it is given in the fol
lowing manner: If you wish to examine a person, after having taken each
other by the grip, ask him, * What is this?*  Ans. * A grip,” Q. ' A grip of
what?  Ans. “The grip of a Fellow-Craft Mason.! @. * Has it « name?’
Ans. ‘Tt has” Q. *Will you give it to me? Ans. ‘T did not so receive it,
neither ean I so impart it! Q. *What will you do with it? das. ‘TNl
lotter it or halve it.” Q. ‘Halve it and yon begin 7"  Ans. ‘No, begin you.’
Q. ‘You begin?'  Ans, ‘J-A.0 Q. ‘C-H-I-N.” Ans. JACHIN. @.
“Right, Brother Juckin, T preet you." |

As the signs, due-gnards, grips, pass-grips, words, pass-words, and their
several names comprise pretty mueh all the seerets of Masonry, and all' the
information necessary to pass us as Masons, [ intend to appropriate a fow
passages in the latter part of this work, to the exclusive purpose of explain-
ing them; T shall not, therefore, spend much time in examining them as T
progress.—After the Master gives the Candidate the pass-grip and grip,
and their names, he says, * Brother, you will rise and salute the Junior and
Senior Wardens as such, and convinee them that you have been regularly
passed to the degree of a Fellow-Craft Mason, and have got the sign and
pass-grip, real grip, and their names.” [ do not here express it as ex-
pressed in Lodges zenerally: the Master generally says, You will arise and
galute the Wardens, &e, and convinee them, &e. that you have got the sign,
pass-grip and word.! Tt is obviously wrong, because the first thing he gives
ia the sign, then due-guard, then the pass-grip, real grip, and thewr names ]
While the Wardens are examining the Candidate, the Master gets an apron
and returns to the Candidate and says, * Brother, T now have the honor of
presenting you with a lamb-skin or whito apron as hefore, which T hope yon
will eontinue to wear with honor to yourself and satisfaction to the Brethren;
you will please earry it fo the Senior Warden in the West, who will teach
you how to wear it as.a Fellow-Craft Mason.'—The Senior Warden ties on
nis apron and turns up one corner of the lower end of the apron and tucks
it under the anron strine. The Senior Deacon then conducts his pupil ta
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the Master, who has by this time resumed his scat in the East, whera he hag
or ought to Liave, the floor carpeted to assist him in Lis explanations. Mas-
ter to the Candidate, * Brother, as you ave dressed, it is necessary you should
have tools towork with, I will therefore present you with the tools of a Fellow-
Craft Mason.  They arc the plumb, square and level. The plumb is an
instrument made use of Ly operative Masons to raise perpendiculars; the
square to square their work; and the level to lay horizontals; but we, as
Free and Accepted Masons, are teught to use them for more noble and glo-
rious purposes; the plumb teaches us to walk nprightly in our several sta-
tions before God and man, squaring our actions by the square of virtue, and
remembering that we ave traveling on the level of time to that undiscovered
gountry from whose bourn no traveler has returned. I further present you
with these precious jewels; their names are Faith, Hope, and Charity; they
teach us to bave faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity Lo all man-
kind! The Master to the Senior Deacon, ‘You will now conduet the Can-
didate out of the Lodge, and invest him with what he has been divested.” Af-
ter he is clothed, and the necessary arrangements made for lis reception,
such as placing the columos and floor-carpet, if' they have any, the Can-
didate is re-conducted back to the Lodge; as e enters the door the Senior
Deacon observes, ‘We are now about to return to the middle chamber of
King Solomon's Temple.”  When within the door the Senior Deacon pro-
goeds, ‘ Brother, we have worked in speculative and operative Masonry -
they worked at the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and many other
Masonie edifices, they wrought six days, they did not work on the seventh,
because in six days God ercated the heavens and carth and rested on the
seventh day—the seventh therefore our ancient Brethren conseerated as a day
of rest, thereby enjoying more frequent opportunities to contemplate the
glorions worka of ereation, and to adore their great Creator,” Maoving o step
or two the Senior Deacon proceeds, ‘ Brother, the first thing that attracts
our attention, are two large columns, or pillars, one on the loft-hand and the
other on the right; the name of the cne on the left-hand is Boaz, and de-
notes strength, the name of the one on the right-hand is Jackin, and denotes
eatablishment ; they collectively allude toa passage in Seripture, wherein God
hath declared in his word, Tn strength shall this House be established.®
_Thusé columns are eighteen cubits high, twelve in cireumference, and four
in diameter; they are adoroed with two large Chapiters, one on cach, and
these Chapiters, are ornamented with net-work, lily-work, and pomegranates,
they denote unity, peace, and plenty. The net-work, from its tonnection,
denotes union; the lily-wark, from its whitness, purity and peaco and the
pomegranate, from the exuberance of its seed, denotes plenty.  They alse
baye two large globes or balls, one on each; these globes or balls contain on
their convex surfages all the maps and charts of the celestial and terrostria)
Jbodics ; 'hey are said to bo thus oxtensive, to denote the universality of
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Mascary, and that a Mason’s charity «aght to be equally extensive. Their.
eompokition is molten, or cast bire, fiey were cast on the banks of the river
Jordan, in the elay-ground Tef resr. Succoth, and Zaradatha, where King
Bolomon ordered these and 21 eiler haly vesselsta be cast; they wore cast
bollow ; and were four mches or 2 Land's breadth thick; they were cast hollow
the better to withstand inundations and conflagrations—were the archives
of Masonry; and contained the constitution, rolls, and records. The Senior
Dencon baving explained the columns, he passes between them, advancing a
etep or twn, obeerving as he advances, ‘Brother, we will pursue our travels;
the next thing that wecome to, is a long winding stairease, with three, five,
seven steps or more.  The three first allude to the three principal supports
in Masoury, viz: wisdom, strength, and beauty; the five steps allude to the
five orders in architecture, and the five human senses; the five orders in ar-
ohitecture, are, the Tuscan, Lrorie, Tonie, Corinthian, and Composite ; the live
buman senses, are, hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling and tasting; the three
first of which, have ever besn highly essential among Masons; hearing, to
hear the word, sceing to sec the sign, and feeling to feel the grip, whereby
one Mason may know another in the dark us well as inthe light.  The seven
steps allude to the seven sabbatical years, seven years of famine, seven years
in building the Temple, seven golden candlesticks, seven wonders of the
world ; seven planets, but more especially the several liberal arts and seicnees,
whieh are grammar, rhetorie, logie, arithmetie, geametry, music, and astron-
omy: for this and many other reasons, the number seven has over Leen held
in bigh estimation among Masons” Advancing a few steps, the Scuior Den-
con proceeds; * Brother, the next thing we comg to'is the outer door of the
middle chamber of King Sol ‘s Temple, which is partly open, but closcly
Tyled by the Junior Warden.' [t is the Junior Warden in the South whe
represents the Tyler at the outer door of the middle chamlier of King
Bolomon's Temple], who, on the approdch of the Senior Deacon and candidaty,
ingquires, * Who comes here, who comes here?  The Seuior Deneon unswers,
“A Fellow-Craft Mason.! Junior Warden'to Senior Deacon, * How do you
expect to gain admission? A, *By o pass and token of a poss.’  Junior
Warden to Senior Deacon, *Will you give them to me?' The Senior Deacon
(or the Candidate, prompted by him) gives them; this und many other tokens
ar grips, are frequently given by strangers, when first introdaced to each
other ; if given to o Mason he will immediately return it ; they ean be given
in any company unobserved, even by Masons, when shaking bamls. 2 pass
and tokei of @ pass: the pass is the word Shibloleth; the token, alins the
passgrip, is given as before deseribed, by taking each otner by the right-
band as if in shaking hands, and placing the thumb between the fore finger
and sceapd finger at the third joint, or where they join the hand, and press-
ing it bard enongh to attract attention, In theleeture it is ealled a tokon,
but gencrally called the pass-grip; it is an undeniable fact that Masons
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expross themsalves so differently, when they mean the same thing, that ““’J'
frequently wholly misunderstand each other.]
After the Junior Warden has received the pass Shildoleth, he mqun‘“&
What does it denote?  Ans. * Plenty.'—Junior Warden to Senior Deacon,’
"Why 50! ng. *From an ear of corn being placed at the water-ford.! ¥
Junior Warden to Senior Deacon, “ Why was this pass instituted?”  Ana,
“In enmsorpaence of a quarrel which had long existed between Jeptha, jwlge
of Tsracl, and the Ephraimites, the latter of whom had long Vieen a stubborny
rebellious: people, whom Jeptha had endeavored to subdue by lenient men-
sures, but to no effect. The Ephraimites being lighly incensed ogainsk
Jepthia for not being ealled to fight, and share in the rich spoils of the Ammo--
nitish war, assembled a mighty army, and passed over the river Jordan to:
give Jeptha battle; but he being apprised of their approach, ealled vozether
the men of Tsrael, and gave them hattle, and put them to fiight; and, to make,
his victory more complete, he ordered guavds to be placed at the different:
pusscs on the banks of the river Jordan, and commanded, ift the Ephraimites;
_passed that way, that they should prononnee the word Shibdoleth ; but they,
being of a different tribe, pronounced it Belioleth, which trifling defect proved.
them spies, and cost them their lives: and there fell that day, at the different,
passee on the banks of the river Jordan, forty and two thousand.  This word
was also used by our anciont brethren to distinguish a friend from a foe, and
bas since Licen adopted as o proper pass-word, to be given before entering.
any well-reguluted and governed Lodge of Pellow-Craft Mazons.' * Since
this is the case, you will pass on to the Senior’ Warden in the West, for
further exomination.'  As they approach the Senior Warden in the West,
the Seni.e Deacon says to the Candidate, *Brother, the next thing we come,
tois heinner door of the middle ehamber of King Solomon’s Temple, which
wa find pm'ﬂ_r,' open, but more elnso]y i'\.'lud |)y the Senior Warden, when the
Senior Warden inquires, * Who comes here? who comes here?  The Senior
Dencon answers, ' A Fellow-Craft Magon.! Senior Warden to Senior Deneon,
*How do you expect to gain admission? s, By the grip and word.! The
Benior Warden to the Junior Deacon, ' Will you give them to me? They
are then given as hereinbiefore deseribed.  The word is Juckin.  After they
are given, the Senior Warden says, * They are vight; you can pass on to the,
Worshipful Mastor in’ the East. As they spproach the Worshipful Master,
he inguires, * Who comes here? who comes here?  Junior Deacon NSy,
“AFcllow-Craft Muson,' The Master then says to the Candidate, *Brother,
you have heen admitted into the middle chamber of King Solomon's Temple,
for the suko of the letber G. Tt denates Deity, before whom we all augli
t how with revorence, worship and adove. It also denotes Gm-meir}‘ the
fifth seience, it being that on which this degree was principnll} fiunded. By
Goometry wo may eurionsly trace nature through her various windings to oy
most eencealed rocesses: by it, wemay discover the power, the wisdom, and)
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tha goodness of the grand Attificer of the Universe, and view with dalight,
the proportions which conneet this vast Mackine: by it, we may discovers
how the planets move in their different orbits, and demonstrate their various
revolutions: by it, we aceount for the return of seasons, and he variety of
syenes which cach season displays to the diseerning eye.  Numberloss worlds
surround us, nll formed by the same divine Arehitect, which roll throngh this
vast expanse, and all conducted by the same unerring low of noture, A
swrvey of nature, and the observations of her beautiful proportions, first
determined man to iwitate the divine plan, and study symmetvy and order.
The Architeet began to design; aud the plans which he Taid down, being
improved by cxperience and time, have produced works which are the adwi-
ration of every age, The lupse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and
the devastations of war have laid waste and destroyed many yaluable monus
ments of antiquity, on which the utmost exertion of hnman genios Las been
employed. Lven the Temple of Soloman, so spacious and magnificent, and
eonstructed by so many celebrated artists, eseaped not the unsparing ravages
of barbarous force. The atéeative eor voccives the sound from the instructive
tongie, and the mysteries of Free Masonvy are safely lodged in the reqository
of faithful breasts. Tools and implements of architecture, aud symbolio
embloms, most expressive, are seleeted by the fraternity, to imprint on
the mind wise and seripus truths; and thus, through a succession of ages,
are Xrnnnnitterl, unimpaired, the most excellent tenets of our institution,’
Here ends the work part of the Fellow-Craft's degree. It will be abserved
that the Candidate has received, in this place, the second seetion of the lee-
ture on this degree. . Tlis conrse is not generally pursued, but it is much
the most instractive mothiod, and when it is omitted, I gencrally conclude
that it is for want of a knowledge of the lectare, Monitorial writers (who
are by no means eoeval with Masonry ), all write or eopy very much after
each othar, and they have all inserted in their books all those ¢lauses of the
several lectures which are not eonsidered by, the wise ones as tending to de-
velop the seercts of Masonry. In some instances, they change the phras
seology a little; in others, they ave literal extracts from the lectures.  This,
it is said, is done to facilitate the progress of learners, or young Masons,
when in faet, it has the contravy effect.  All lecture teachers (and there are
many traveling ahiout the country, with recommendations from some of theit
digtinguished brethren), when they come to any of those elauses, will say, to
their pupils, ‘T have not committed that, it is in the Monitor, you can learn
it at your leisure.” ‘This course of procedure subjects the learner o, the
necessity of making lis own guestions, and, of course, answering monitorially,
whether the extracts from the lectures ave literal or pot.  Again, thera is
not a perfect sameness in all the Monitors, or they could not all get copy-
rights; hence the great diversity in the lectures as well as the work, The
W:ns charge is, or -ought to be, delivered to the Candidate after ho has
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got thraugli tlie ceremonies; but lie is generally told, *Tt is in the Monikor,
and you can read it at your leisure '

‘ Brother, being advanced to the second degree of Masonry, we congratu
late you on your preferment. The internal, and not the external, qualificas
tions of a man, are what Masonry regards.  As you inerease in knowledge,
you will improve in sociul intereourse,

“Itis unnecessary to recapitulatethe duties which, as a Mason, you ars
bound to discharge; or enlarge on the necessity of a strict adherence to
them, as your own experience must have established their value.

“Our laws and regulations you are strenuously to support; and be always
ready to assist in sceiog them duly executed. You are nat to palliate
or aggravate the offenses of your bretliren; but in the decision of every
trespass against our rules, you are to judge with candor, admonish with
friendship, and reprehend with justice,

*The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education, which
tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, is carnestly recommended
to your considerution: cspecially the seience of Geometry, which is estabs
lished us the basis of our art. Geometry, or Masonry, originally synony-
mous tevms, being of a divine moral nature, is enriched with the most useful
knowledge; while it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it demou-
strates thie more important truths of morality.

*Your past behavior and regolar deportment liave morited the honor
whicl we have now conferred; and in your new character it is expected
that you will conform to the prineiples of the Order, by steadily persevering
in the practice of every commendable virtue,

“Such is the nature of your engagemoents as o Fellow-Craft, and to thess
duties you are hound by the most suered ties,”

T will now proceed with the Lectures an this degreo. Tt i3 divided inte
twe sections.

SEECTION TiRST.

Q. Are you a Fellow-Craft Mason?
A, Tam—try me, !
Q. By what will you be tried?
A, By the square.
Q. Why by the square?
A. Beeause it is an emblem of virtuo,
Q. What is a square? -
" A. An angle extending to ninety degrees, or the fourth part of a cirels,
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' Q. Where was you prepared to be made a Fellow-Craft Mason?

A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully constituted
Lodge of such, duly assembled in a room or place, representing the middls
ehamber of king Solomon’s Temple.

Q. How was you prepared?

A. By being divested of all metals; neither naked nor elothed; barefoot
nor shod; hoodwinked; with a eable-tow twice round my neck; in which
situation I was condueted to the door of the Lodge, where I gave two
distinst knocks.

Q. What did those two distinet knocks allude to?

A. The second degree in Masonry, it being that on which I was about
to enter.

Q. What was said to you from within?

A. Who comes here? who comes here?

Q. Your answer?

A. A worthy Brother who has Leen regularly initiated as an Entered
Apprentice Mason; served a proper time as such, and now wishes for further
light in Masonry by being passed to the degree of a Fellow-Craft.

Q. What was then said to you from within?

A, I was asked if it was of my own free will and accord I made this re-
quest; if I was dulyand traly prepared; worthy and well qualified, and had
made suitable proficiency in the preceding degree; all of which being an
swered in the affirmative, I was asked, by what further rights I expected to
sbtain so great a benefit,

Q. Your answer?

A. By the benefit of a pass-word.

Q. What is that pass-word? A, Shilloleth.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. T was bid to wait until the Worshipful Master in the Fast was made
sequainted with my request, and his answer returned.
~ Q. After his answer was roturned, what follewed?

A. T was eaused to enter the Lodge.

Q. How did you enter?

A. On the angle of the square presented to my naked right breul. in the
pame of the Lord.

Q. How was you then disposed of ?

A. I was conducted twice regularly round the Lodge, and halted at the
Junior Warden in the South, where the same qucshon.s were asked and an-
#wers returned as at the door,

' Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in the Wesd,
where the same questions were asked, and answers returned as before,

Q. How did the Senior Wardon dispose of you?



60 _ MASONRY ILLUSTRATED.

A. TI¢ ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Masterin the Enst,
where the same questions were asked, and answers returned as before, who
Likewise demanded of me from whence I came, and whither I was traveling
. Your answer?

. From the West, and traveling to the East,

. Why do you leave the West and travel to the East?

+ In search of more light.

. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

. e ordered me to be conducted baek to the West, from whence T come,
and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught me how to spproach the
Last, Ly advancing upon two upright, regular steps to the second step; my
fect furming the right angle of an oblong square, and my body erect at the
altar before the Worshipful Master. )

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you?

A. ITe made a Fellow-Craft Mason of me.

Lo How? A, In due form.
@ What was that due form? '

A My right knee bare, bent, my left knee forming a square, my right hand
on the Tluly Bible, square and compass, my left arm forming an angle sup-
ported by the sqnare, and my hand in a vertical position, in which posture 1
took apon me the solemn oath or obligation of a Fellow-Craft Mason. [See
page 83 for alilization.]

Qi After 'your oath or obligation, what was said to you?

A. T was asked what T most desived.

Q. Your answer? 4. More light.

Q. On being brought to light, what did you discover different from before?

A. One point of the compiss clevated nbove the square; which denoted
light in this degree, but as'one point was yet in obseurity, it was to remind me
ahat T was yet one material point in the durk respecting Masanry.

Q. What did yon next discover? 1 -

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the Fast, under '_],;,

sign and due-guard of a Fellow-Craft Mason, who prezented me with lis
id

FOoOPRORFO

right-hand in token of brotherly Jove and e

, and pr led to gi\re
mie the passtgrip and ‘word of o Fellow-Craft: Mason, and bid me rise and
salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and eonvinee them that T had been
reguloly passed to the dogree of a Tellow-Craft, and had the sign, Brip,
and word of o Fellow-Craft Masan.

Q. What did yow next discover?

A. The Wershipful Master appreaching me o gecond time from the Easy,
who presented me with a lamb-skin, or white apron, which le said ke haoped
I wou'l pontinue to wear with honor to myself, and satisfaction and adyun.
tage tothe brethren, :

0 What was you next presented with? . : ’
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Al The working-tools of a Fellow-Craft Mason.

Q. What are they?

A. The Plumb, Sqnare, and Level.

Q. What do they teach? (I think this question ought to be, * How
expinined?’)

A, The Plumb is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to raise
perpenliculars; the Square, to square their work: and the Level to lay
hbrizo: lnla, but we, as Free and Aceepted Masons, are taught to make use
of them for more noble and glorious purposes: the Plumb admonishes us
to walk uprightly in our several stations before God and man, squaring our
setions by the square of virtue, and remembering that we are all traveling
upon the level of time to that undiscovered country from whese bourn no
traveler returns.

. What was you next presented with?

- Three precious jewels,

. What were they? 4. Faith, Hope, and Charity.

. What do they teach?

. Taith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all mnnkmd

. How was you then disposed of

. I was conducted out of the Lodge, and invested of what I liad bieen
divested. s

POEOoOORL

ZECOND SECTION.

L0 Have you ever worked as a Tellow-Craft Mason?

A. Ihave, in speculative; but our furefathers wrought hoth in speculativé
and operative Masonry. ]
Qe Where did they work?

A. At the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and many other Magonia
edifices.

Q. Mow long did they work? 4. Six days,

Q. Did they not work on the seveath?

A, They did not.
dioQy Why so?

sl Becanse in six days God ereated the Heavens and the Farth, and
nsf.u] on the seventh day; the seventh day, therefore, our anciont brethren
ocnseerated as a day of rest from their labors; thereby enjoying more fre-
quent apportunities to contemplate the glorious works of ereation, and adore
their greal Creator!

Q. Did yon ever return to the sanctum sanetorum, or holy of llollelol
King Solomon's Templa?

A. Ldid. @. By what way?

A. Through a long porch or alley. ’

Q Did anything particular strike your attention on your returnl’ ./
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A. Thero did, viz. two large columns, or pillars, one on the left-hand and
the other on the right.

Q). What was the name of the one on yoar left-hand?

A. Buuz, to denote strength.

Q. What was the name of the one on your right-hand?

A. Juckin, dencting establishment.

Q. What do they eollectively allude to?

A. A passage in Seripture wherein God bas declazed in his word, ‘In
etrength shall this Honse be established.'

. What were their dimensiors?

. Eighteen cubits in hight, twelve in cireumference, and four in dizmeter,
. Were they adorned with anything ?

. They were, with two large Chapiters, one on each,

. Were they ornamented with anything ?

. They were with wreaths of net-work, lily-work and pomegranates.

. What go they denote?

. Uuity, peace and plenty. @. th =0 ?

. Net-work, from its cunnection, denotes union ; lily-work, from its white-
ness and* purity, denotes peace; and the pomegranate, from the exuberance
of its seed, denotes plenty.

Q. Were those columns adorned with anything further?

A. They were, viz: two large globes or balls, one on each.

Q. Did they contain any thing?

A. They did, viz: All the maps and charts of the celestial and terrestrial
bodica.

Q. Why are they said to he so extensive ?

A. To denote the universality of Masonry, and that a Mason's charity
ought to be equally extensive.

Q. Wit was their composition?

A. Molten, or cast brass. . Who east them?

A. Our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff.

Q. Where were they cast?

A. On the banks of the river Jordan, in the clay-ground between Suseoth
nnd Zaradatha, where King Solomon ordered these and all other Holy yes-
sols to be east.

Q. Were they cast sound, or hollow? A. Hollow.

Q. What was their thickness?

A. Four inches, or a hand's-breadth.,

Q. Why were they cast hollow ?

A. The better to withstand inundations and conflagrations; were tho ag
ehives of Masonry, and contained the constitution, rolls and records,

Q. What did you next come to?

A. Aoug winding staircase, with three, five, seven steps or more.

a-:-ob-.s::a-c;;o
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Q. What do the three steps allude to?

A. The three principal sapports in Masonry, viz: wisdom, strength, and
beauty.

Q. What do the five steps allude to ?

A. The five orders in architecture, and the five human senses.

Q. Whalare the five orders in architecture !

A, The Tusean, Dorie, Tonie, Corinthian, and Composite.

Q What are the five human genses? :

A. Hearing, secing, fecling, smelling, and tasting: the first three of w‘:l.ioh“
pave ever heen deemed Lighly essentin] among Masons; hearing, to hiear the
word ; seeing, to see the sign; and feeling, to fecl the grip, wherehy one Mason
may know another in the dark, as well as in the light.

Q. What do the seven steps allude to?

A. The geven sabbatical years, seven years of famine, seven years in
building the Temple, seven golden candlesticks, seven wonders of the world,
seven planets; but more especially the seven liberal arts and seiences, which
are grammar, rhetorie, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy.
For these, and many other reasons, the number seven bas ever been beld in
bigh estimation among Magons.

Q. What did you next come to?

A. The outer door of the middle chamher of King Solomon’s Temple,
which I found partly open, but elosely tyled by the Junior Warden,

Q. How did you gain admission ?

A. By a pass, and token of a pass,

€. What was the name of the pass? A. Shilboleth.

Q. What does it denote? A, Plenty. @. Why so?

A. From an ear of corn being placed at the water-ford.

Q. Wihy was this pasa instit uted ?

A, In consequence of a quasrel which had long existed between Jeptha,
judge of Isracl, and the Eplraimites; the latter of whom had long been a
gtubborn, rebellious people, whom Jeptha had endeavored to subdue by lenient
mengures; but to no effect. The Ephraimites being highly incensed against
Jeptha, for not being called to fight and share in the rich spoils of the Am-
manitish war, assembled a mighty army, and passed over the river Jordan to
give Jeptha battle; but be, being apprised of their approach, ealled together
the men of Ieracl, and gave them battle, and put them to flight ; andl to make
his yictory more complete, he ordered guards to be placed at the different passes
an the banks of the river Jordan, and sommanded, if the Ephraimites passed
that way, that they should pronounce the word Shildolet; but they, being of a
different tribe, pronounced it Sebolet) ; which trifling defect proved them spies,
and cost them their lives; and there fell that day at the different passes on the
banks of the river Jordan, forty and two thousand. This word was also used
by our :i;:eicnt brethren to distinguish a friend from a foe, and has since boen
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adopted as a proper pass-word to ba given before entering any well-regula-
ted and governed Lodge of Fellow-Craft Masons,

Q. What did you next come to?

A. The inner door of the middle, chamber of King Solomen's Temple,
which T found partly opon, but closely tyled by the Semor Warden.

Q. How did you gain admittance?

A. By the grip and word.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to he conducted to the Worshipful Master in the Hast,
who informed me that T had been admitted into the middle ehamber of King
Bolomon's Temple for the sake of the letter G-

Q. Does it denote anything ?

A. It does: Derry, before whom we should all bow with reverence,
worship and adore. It also denotes Geometry, the fifth science; it being
that on which this degree was principally founded.

Thus ends the second degree of Masonry.

THE THIRD, OR MASTER-MASON'S DEGREE.

Tue traditional account of the death, several Lurials, and resurreetion of
Hiram ADbiff, the wilow’s son [as hereafter narrated], admitted as facta,
this degree is certainly very interesting,  The Bille informs us, that there
was a person of that name employed at the building of King Solomon's
Temple; but neither the Bible, the writings of Josephus, nor any other
writings, however ancient, of which I bave any knowledge, furnish any in-
formation respeeting his death. It certainly is very singular, that a mun
80 celebrated as Hiram ALf, who was an arbiter hotween Solomon, king o!’l
Israel, and Hiram, king of Tyre, universally acknowledged as the third most
distingnished man then living, and in many respeets the greatest man in
the world, should pass off the stage of uction in the presence of king Solo-
mon, three thousand three hundred grand overseers, and one hundred and
fifty thousand workmen, with whom he had spent a number of years, and
neither king Solomon, his bosom friend, nor any other among his nunmicrons
friends ever recorded lis death or anything about him. I make these
remarks now, hoping that they may induce some person who has time and
eapacity to investigate the subject, and promulgate the result of their inves-
tigations. T shall let the subject vest where it is at present: it is ot
intended that it should form any part of this littls volume. The Pprineipal
object of this work is to lay before the warld a true history of Free Masonry,
without saying anything for or against it. 4



MASONRY ILLUSTKATED. 55

A person who has received the two preceding degrees, and wishes to be
raised to the sublime degreeé of a Muster-Mazon, is then [the Lodge being
opened as in the preceding degrees] conducted from the preparation room to
the door [the manne. of preparivg Lim is ]mrtmuInrly explained in the
lecture], where he gives three distinet knocks, when the Senior Warden rises
end says, “Worshipful, while we are peaceably at work on the third degree of
Masonry, under the influenee of humanity, Brotherly love, and affection, the
door of our Lodge appears to be alurmed.” The Master to the Junior Dea-
eon,* Brother Junior, inquire the cause of thet alom.  The Senior Deacon
then steps tu the door, and answers the three knoeks thut had heen given, by
three more [these knocks are much louder thun those given on any oega-
gion, ather than that of the admission of Candidates in the several dugrees];
one knock is then given without, and answered by one from within, when the
door is partly opexed, and the Junior asks, * Who comes there ? who comes
there ? who comes there T The Renive Descon atiswers, © A wu’rth}' Bro -
ther, who ‘has been regularly initinted us an Botered Apprentice Mason,
passed to the degree of a Fellow-Craft, and now wishes for further light in
Masonry, by béing raised to the sublime degree of a Master-Mason,'  Ju-
nior Deacon to Senior Deacon, *Is it of his own free will and accord, he
makes this request? drs. ‘Itis”  Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon,
T8 he duly aud traly prepared ' Aus. *Heds!  Junior Deacon to Senior
Deacon, ‘Is he worthy and well qualified ?  Awns. * Heis"  Junior Dea-
gon to Senior Deacan, * Has he made suitabla proficiency in the preceding
degrees T Ans. *He s Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, *By what
further rights does he expeet to ohtain this benefit?”  sns, * By the bencfit
of a pasa-w"rd,' Junior Deacon to Senior Dencon, “Has fe o poss-ward £
dAns. * He has not, but I have got it for bim' The Junior Deacon to Be-
nior Deacon, * Will yiu give it to me?” The Senior Deacon then whispers
in the ear of the Junior Deacon, ‘Tulald Cuin.'  Junior Deacon saye, *The
pass is right. Sinee this is the case you will wait until the Worshipful
Master be made acquainted with his request and his answer returned.” The
Junior Deacon then repairs to the Master and gives three knocke at the
door; after nn!\\'er’iu_g whith, the same fquest iong are asked nnd Answers
returned, as at the deor, when the Master says, *Since he comes indued with
#ll these necessary qualifications, let him enter this Worshipful Lodge in
the name of the Lord, and take hedd on what e enters” The Junior:
Deacon returns to the door and says, ‘Let him enter this Worshipful Lodge,
in the name of the Lord, and take heed on what he enters.” In entering,
both points of the compass are pressed against his naked right and left
breasts, when tha Junior Dencon stops the Candidate and says, ‘Brother,
when you first entered this Lodge, you was reccived on tlie point of the
eompisa pressing your naked left breast, which was vhen explained to you;
when you entered it the second time you was received on the angle of the
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square, which was also explained to you; on entering it now you arc received
on the two extreme points of the compass jressing your naked right and
left breasts, which are thus expluined: As the most vital parts of man arg
contained between the two breasts, so are the most valuable tencts of Ma-
onry contained hetween the two extreme points of the compass, which are
Virtue, Morality, and Brotherly love. The Senior Deacon then eonducta
the Candidate three times regularly round the Lodge. [T wish the reader
to observe, that on this, as well as every other degree, that the Junior
Warden is the first of the three principal officers that the Candidate passes,
traveling with the sun when he starts round the Lodge, and that as hie passes
the Junior Warden, Senior Warden, and Master, the first time going round,
they each give one rap; the second time, two raps; and the Lllirdl time, threa
raps each. The number of raps given on these occasions are the same as
the number of the degree, except the first degree, on which three are given,
I always thought improperly.] During the time the Candidate is traveling
round the room, the Master reads the following passage of Seripture, the
conductor and Candidate traveling, and the Master reading, so that the
traveling and reading terminates at the same time: *Remember now thy
Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; while the
sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds
return after the rain: in the day when the keepers of the honse shall trem-
ble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease
because they are few, and those that look out of the windows he darkened,
and the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is
low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of
music shall be brought low. Also, when they shall be afraid of that which
is high, and fears.shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish,
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and degire shall fail ; hecause man
goeth to bis long home, and the mourners go about the streets; or even the
silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken
ot the fountain, or the wheel at the cistern, Then shall the dust return to
the earth ns it was; and the spivit return unto God who gave it.! The
conductor and Candidate halt at the Junior Warden in the South, where
the same questions are asked and answers returncd as at the door; he is
then conducted to the Senior Warden in the West, where the same (o8-
tiona ars nsked and answers returned as before; from thence he is con-
ducted to the W, Master in the Iast, who asks the same questions and
reccives the same answers as before, and who likewise nsks the Candidaze,
from whence he came, and whither he is traveling,  Ans. * From the West,
and traveling to the Bast.” Q. *Why do you leave the West, and travel to
the Fust? Ans. ‘In search of more light,” The Master then says to the
Benior Deagon, *You will please conduct the Candidate back to the West,
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from whence he came, and put bim it carc of the Senior Warden, and re-
quest him to teach the Candidate how to approach the East by advaneng
upon thrae upright regular steps to the third step, bis feet forming a square,
his body erect at the altar, before the Worshipful Master, and place him in
& proper position to take upon him the solemn oath or obligation of a Mas<
ter-Mason.'!  The Master then comes to the Candidate and says, ‘ Brother,
you are now placed in a proper pesition [the lecture explains it] to take upon
you the solemn oath or obligation of a Master-Mason, which, I assure you,
as before, is neither to affect your religion nor politics.  If you are willing
to take it. repeat your name, and say after me:’

‘I, A, B, of my own free will and aceord, in presence of Almighty God,
and this worshipful Lodge of Master-Masons, erected to God, and dedicated
to the huly orderof 8t. John, do hereby and hercon, most solemnly and
sincerely promise and swear, in addition to my former obligations, that T will
oot give the degree of a Master-Mason, toany one of an inferior degree, nor to
any; other being in the known world, except it be to a true and lawful Brother
or Brethiren Master-Masons, or within the body of a just and lawfully constitu-
ted Lodge of such; and not unto him, nor unto them, whom I shall liear so to
be, but unto him and them only whom I shall find o0 to be after strict trinkand dus
examination, or lawful information received. TFurthermare, do I promise and
swear, that, I will not give the Master's word, which T shall hereafter reccive,
neither in the Lodge nor out of it; except it be on the five points of Fellowship
and then not above my breath. Furthermore, do 1 promise and gwear, that, Y
will not give the grand hailing sign of distress, except Tam in real distress, or
for the benefit of the Craft when at worl ; and should T ever sec that sign given
or the word accompanying it, and the person who gave it, nppearing to be in dis-
tress, I will fly to bis relief at the risle of my life, should there be o greater
probability of saving his life, than losing my own,  Furthermore, do T prom-
ise and swear, that, T will not wrong this Lodge, nor a Brother of this degree,
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to he done by others
if in my power to prevent it.  Furthermore, do T promise and swear, that,
I will not he at the initiating, passing, and raising a Candidate at one com-
munication, without a yegular dispensation from the Grand Lodge for tha
game. Iurthermore, do I pramise and swear, that, T will not be at the ini-
tiating, passing, or raising a Candidate in o clandestine Lodge, T knowing
it to be such. Turthermore, do T promise and swear, that, I 'will not be at
the initiating of an old man in dotage, a young manin non-age, an Athoists
irreligions libertine, idiot, madman, hermaphbrodite, nor woman. Farther-
more, do I promise and swear, that, Twill not speak evil of a Brother Mas-
ter-Mason, neither belind bis back nor before lis face, but will apprize him
of all approaching danger, if in my power. Furthermore, do I promise and
gwear, that, T will not violate the chastity of a Master-Mason's wife, mother,
gister, or daughter, T knowing them to be such, nor suffer it to be done by
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others, 1f in my power 1o prevent it. Turthesmore, do I p\:mmisc and swear,
that, T will support the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of the state of —
under which this Lodge is held, and conform to all the hy-laws.srules ant
regulations of this, or any other Lodge of which T may at any time hereafter
become a member. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that, T will obew
all regular signs, summons or tokens, given, handed, sent, or thrown to me
from the hand pf & Brother Master-Mason or from the body of a just and
lawfully constituted Lodge of such, provided it be within the length of
my Cable-Tow. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that, a Master-Ma-
son's seerets, given to me in charge as such, and [ knowing him to be such, -
ghall remain as secure and inviclahble in my breast, as in hisown, when eom-
municated to me, murder and treason excepted; and they left to my own
election. TFurthermore, do I promise and swear, that, I will go on a Master-
Mason's errand whenever required, even should I bave to go barefoot,-and
barehead, if within the length of my Cable-Tow, Furthermore, do T proms
ise and swear, that, I will always remember a Brother Master-Mason, when
on my knees offering up devotions to Almighty God. Furthermore, do T
promise and swear, that, I will be aiding and assisting all poor, indigent Mas-
ter-Masons, their wives and orphans, wheresoever disposed round the globe;
as far as in my power, without injuring myself or family materiully, Fur-
thermore, do I promise and swear, that, if any part of this my solemn oath
or n'bligatiug, be omitted ab this time, that T will hold myself amenable thereto
whenever informed.  To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promisa
and swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of mind in me to Jeep, and per-
form the same, binding myself under no less penalty, than to have my body
severed in two in the midst, and divided to the North and South, my imwels
burnt to ashes in the center, and the sshes seattored before the four winds of
heaven, that there might not the least tract or trace of remembrance remain
among men or Masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as T should be, wera
Tever to prove willfully guilty of violating any part of this my solemn oadh
or obligation of a Master-Mason.  So help me God, and keep me steadfast,
in the due performunce of the same.” The Master then asks the Cnndiﬂata.
‘What do you most desire! * T'he Candidate answers after hig prom m;
‘More Light" The bandage, which was tied round his head in the ]nrnp];n-:
tion voom, is, by one of the Brethren who stands behind him for t
pose, loosened and put over both eyes, and he is immediate]
light in the same manneras in the preceding degree, cxee
the floor, nn!l three claps of the hands are gire? in this degree. On being
brought to light, the Master says to the Candidate, * You first discover, as
bafore, tliree groat lights in Masonry by the assistance of three ]csslor n:ith
this difference; both points of the compass, are clevated above he s 'ua
which denotes to you, that you are about ta receive all the light that clln ll‘,:.
eonftfrred on youin a Mastur’s Yodge.'  The Master steps back from the

hat pur=
¥ brought to
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Candidate and says, ‘Brother, you now discover me, as Master of this
Ladge, approaching you from the East, under the sign and due-gnard of a
Master-Mason.” The sign is given by raising both hands and arms to the
elbows perpendienlarly, one on either side of the head, the elbows forming &
square. The words accompanying the sign in case of distress, are O Lord,
my God, is there no help for the widow's son.” As the last words drop
from your lips, you let your hands fall in that manner best calaulated to in
dicate solemnity. ing Solomon is said to have made this exclamation o.
the receipt of the infarmation of the death of Hiram Abbiff. Masonsareall
charged never to give the words, except in the dark, when the sign eannot
be seen.  Here Masans differ very much; some eontend that Solomon gave
this sign, and made this exclamation when informed of Hiram’s death, and
work accardingly in their Lodges, Others say the sign was given and the
exclamation made at the grave, when Solomon went there to raise Hiram,
and of counrse they work aceordingly ; that is tosay, the Master who governs
a Lodge holding the latter opinion, gives the sign, &e. at the grave, when
he gues to raise the body, and vice versa. The due-guard is given by put-
ting the right-h:md to the left side of the bowels, the hand open with the
thumb next to the belly, and drawing it across the belly, and letting it fall; this
is done tolerably quick.  Afier the Master has given the sign and due-guard,
#which do not take more than a minute, he says, ‘Brother, T now present
you with my right-hand in token of Brotherly love and affection, and with
it the pass-grip and word.'  The pass-grip is given by pressing the thumb
between the joints of the second and third fingers where they join the hand;
the word or name is Tubal Cain, It is the pass-word to the Master's de-
gree. The Master, after giving the Candidate the pass-grip and word, bids
him risz and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and convinee them that
he is an obligated Master- Masoh, and is in possession of the pass-grip and
word. While the Wardens are examining the Candidate, the Master returns
to the Fast and gets an apron, and as he returns to the Candidate, one of
the Wardens, sometimes both, says to the Master, ‘We are satisfi ed that Br,

.i8 an oblignted Master-Mason.! The Master then says to the Candi-
date, * Brother, I now have the honor to present you with a lamb-skin or
white apron, as before, which T hope you will continue to wear with eredit to
yourself, and satisfuction and advantage to the Brethren; you will please
carry it to the Senior Warden jn the West, who will teach you how to wear
it as a Master-Mason.

The Senior Warden ties on the apron, and lets the flap fall down before in
its natural and common situation.

The Master returns to hig seat and the Candidate is eonducted to him.
Master to Candidate, 'Brother, I perceive youare dressed, it is of course
necessary you shonld have tools to worls with, T will now present you with
the working tools of a Master-Mason, and explain their uses to yon, The
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trowel is an instrument made use of by operative masons t: spread the ces
ment which unites & building futo one common mass; but we, as free and
accepted Masans, are tanght to make use of it for the more noble aud glo-
rious purpose of spreading the cement of Brotherly love and affection; that
cement whicl unites usinto one sacred band or society of friends and bro-
thersamong whomno contention should ever exist, but that noble contention or
rather emulation of wha can best work or best agree. T also present you
with three precious jewels ; their names are humanily, Sriendship, and brother-
v love.

‘Brother, you are not yet invested with all the secrets of this degree, nor
8o T know whether you ever will until I know how you withstand the amaz-
ing trials and dangers that await you.

You are now about to travel to give usa specimen of your fortitude, per~
severance, and fidelity in the preservation of what you have already received.
—Tare you well, and may the Lord be with you, and support you through
all your trials and diffivultics” [Insome Lodges they make him pray be-
fore he starts.] The Candidate is thenconducted out of the Lodge, elothed,
and returns ; as he enters the doar, his conductor says to him, * Brother, we
are now in a place representing the sanctum sunctorum, or holy of lolies of
King Solomon's Temple. It was the custom of our Grand Master, Hiram
Abbiff, every day at high twelve, when the Crafts were from labor to refresh-
ment, to enter into the sanctum sanctorem, and offer up Lis devotions to the
ever living God.  Tet us, in imitation of him, koeel and pray.’ They then
kneel, and the conductor says the following prayer: *Thou, O God, know-
est our downsitting and uprising, and understacdest our thoughts afar of,
shiclil and defend us, from the evil intentions of our encmies, and support us
under the trials and afflictions we are destined to endure while traveling
through this vale of tears. Man that is horn of a woman, is of few days and
full of trouble. He cometh forth as a flower, and is eut down: he flesth
also ag o shadow, and continueth not.  Seeing Lis days ave determined, the
number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds, that
he cannot pass; turn from him, that Lie may rest, until Lo shall accomplish
his day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. But man dieth
and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where ishe?  Ag the
waters fail from the gea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth
down, and riseth not up until the heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord!
bave compassion on the children of thy ereation; administer unto them come
fort in time of trouble, and save them with an_everlasting ealvation. . Amen,
Bo mote it be! They then rise, and the conductor says to the Candildate,
*Brather, in further imitation of our Grand Master, Hiram ABbiff, lot us retire
at the South Gate” They then advance to the Junior Warden [who rep-
xesents Julela, one of the ruffians] who exclaims, Who comes here? [The
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room is dark or the Candidate hoodwinked], the conductor answers, * Our
Grand ‘Master, Hiram Abbiff." * Our Grand Master, Hirar AW’ ex.daims
the ruffian, ‘he is the very man I wanted to see. Seizing the Candidate
by the throat at the same time, and jerking him about with violence, ' Give me
the Master-Mason's word, or 11l take your life” The conductor replies, ' 1
cannot give it now, but if you will wait until the Grand Lodge assembles at
Jernsalem, if you are found worthy, you shall then receive it, otherwise you
cannot.” The ruffian then gives the Candidate a blow with the twenty-four
ineh gauge across the throat, on which he fled to the West gate; where he
was accosted by the second ruffian, Jubelo, with more violence, and on his
refusal to comply with his request, he gave him a severe blow with the square
across his breast; on which he attempted to make his escape at the Hust
gate, whore he was accosted by the third ruffian, Jubelum, with still more
vialenee, and on refusing to comply with his request, the ruffian gave him
a violent blow with the common gavel, on the forehead, which brought him
to the floor; on which one of them exelaimed, “What shall we do; we have
killed our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff? another answers, * Let's carvy him out
at the E. zateand bury him in the rubbish until low twelve, and then meet
and carry him a Westerly course and bury him? The Candidate is then
taken up in a blanket, on which he fell, and carried to the W. end of the
Lodge, and covered up and left; by this time the Master bas resumed his
reat (King Soloman is supposed to arrive at the Temple at this juncture),
vnd ealls to order, and asks the Senior Warden the eause of all that, confu-
tion; the Senior Warden answers, ‘Our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, is missing,
und there are no plans or designs Jaid dowd on the Trestle-board, fur the erafta
wpmrsue theirlabors!  The Master, alias King Solomon, replies, 'Our Grand
Master missing? Our Grand Master has always been very punctual in his
attendance ; I fear he is indisposed; assemblo the Crafts and search in and
about the Temple, and see if he can he found.” They all shufile about the
floor awhile, when the master ealls them to order, and asks the Senior War-
den ‘what suceess,’ he answers, ‘We cannot find our Grand Master, my lord.
The Master then orders the secratary to call the %oll of workmen, and see
whether any of them are missing. The secretary calls the roll, and says, ‘1
bave called the roll, my lord, and find that there are three missing, viz: Jubela,
Juliolo and Jubelum.' . His lordship then obgerved ; *This brings to my mind
& circumstance that took place this morning ; twelve Fellow-Crafts, cluthed in
white gloves and aprons, in token of their innocence, came to me and eon-
fessed that they twelve, with three others, Tiad conspired to extort the Mas-
ter-Mason's word from their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff; and iz casc of re

fusal, to take his llfe—thr.y twelve had recanted, but feared the other thres
bad been base:enough to carry their atrocious designs into excention.

Bolomon then ordered twelve Fellow-Crafts to be drawn from the bauds of the
workmen, clothed in white gloves and aprons, in token of their junpeence, ‘and
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gent three east, three west, throe north and three south, in seareh 5f the
ruffians, and if found, to bring them forward. Here the members all shufile
about the floor awhile, and fall in with a reputed traveler, and inquire of him
if lie had seen any traveling men that way; betells them that he had seen
three that morning near the coast of Joppa, who from their dress and ap-
pearance were Jews, and were workmen from the temple, inguiving for a pass:
age tc Ethiopia, but were unable to obtain one in consequence of an embars
go which had recently heen laid on all the shipping, and had turned hack
intn the conntry. -

The Master now calls them to order again, and asks the Senfor Warden,
‘what suceess:’ heanswers hy relating what had taken place; Solomon oh=
sorves, ' T had this enbargo laid to prevent the ruffians from making their
eseape,’ and adds, “you will go and search again, and search until you find
them, if possible, and if they are not found, the twelve who confessed, shall
be considereid 23 the reputed murderers, and suffer accordingly.’” The mem-
bers all start again and shuffle ahout awhile, until one of them, as if by ae-
cident, finds the body of Hiram Abbiff; alias the Candidate, and hails his
t.m\‘c!ing cnmp.‘miuns, who jnin him, and while thcy are llumming out some~
thing over the Candidate, the three ri ; vted ruffians, who are seated in a
private corner near the Candidate, are ard to exclaim in the following
manner; first, Jubela, *O that my throa had heen eut across, my tongue
torn = and my body huried in the rougn sands of the sen at low waters
arke, where the tide ebls and flows twice in twenty-four hours, ere T had
been accessory to the death of so Eoud a man as our Grand Master, Hiram
AbBIE!

The second, Julelo, *O that my left breast had been torn open, and my
beart and vitals taken from thenee and thrown over my left shoulder, carried
into the valloy of Jehosaphat, and there to become a prey to the wild beasta
of *the field and vultures of the air, ere T had conspired the death of so good
a man as our (irand Master, Hiram Abhiff)!

The thivd, Jubelign, *Q that my body had been severed in two in the
midst, and divided to the North and the South, my bowels burnt to ashes in
the center, and the ashes seattered by the four winds of heaven, that thera
might not the least track or trace of remembrance rémain among men, or
Masons of so vile and perjured a wroteh as T am—A, Julela and Jubelo,
it was I that struck him harder than you boths it was 1 that gave him the
fatal blow; it was T that killed him outright.”  The three Fellow-Crafts,
who had stood by the Candidate all thiz time listening to the ruffians, whose
volees they recoguized, say one to the other, “What shall we do, there are
three of them, and only three of us;” *it is,” snid one, in reply, ‘our cause is
good, et ns seize them;' on which they rush forward, seize and carry
them to the Master, to whom they relate what had passed; the Master then
addresses them in the following [they in many Lodges kneel, or lie down in
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token of their guilt and penitence.] *Well Jubela, what have you gob to
esy for yourself, guilty or not guilty ¥ ns. *Guilty my Lord. *Jubelo,
guilty or not guilty? Aps. *Guilty my Lord” ‘Jubelum, guilty or not
guilty ? Ans. *Guilty my Lord.! The Master to the three Fellow-Crafts who
took them: ‘Take them without the west gate of the Temple and have
them exeeuted aceording to the several imprecationsof their own mouths,
They are then hurried off to the west end of the room. Here this part of
the farce ends. The master then orders fifteen Fellow-Crafis to be selected
from the bands of the workmen, and sgnt three East, three West, threo North,
three South, and three in hnd about the temple in search of their grand
Master, Hiram Abhiff (in some Lodges they only send twelve, when their own
lectures say fifteen, were sent) and charges them if they find the body to
examine carefully on and about it for the master’s word, or a key to it.
The three that traveled a westerly course, come to the Candidate and finger
about him a little and are called to order by the Master, when they report
that they had found the grave of their grand Master, Hiram AbDiff, and on
moving the earth until they come to the hody, they involuntarily found their
hands raised in this positon (showing it at the same time; it is the due-goard
of this dogree) to guard their nostrils against the offensive effluvia which
arose from the grave, and that they had scarched carefully on and about the
body for the Master's word, but had net discovered anything but a faiut
rescmblance of the letter G on the left breast. The Master, on the receipt
of this information (raising himself), raizses his hands three several times
above his head, [as lereinbefore deseribed], and exclaims, ¢ Nothing but a
faint resemblance of the letter G| that is not the Master's word, nor a key
toit. I fear the Master's word is forever lost ! Nothing but a faint resem-
blanee of the letter G-! that is not the Master's word, nor a key to it. I
fear the Magter's word is forever lost!" [The third exclamation is different
frota the othee two—aftend to it, it has been deseribed in page 597, * Nothing
but a faint resemblance of the letter G! that is not the Master's word, nor
s key to it. O Lord, my God, is there no help for the widow's son!” ' The
Master then orders the Junior Warden to summon a Lodge of Entered
Apprentice Masons, auu copair to the grave and try to raise the body of their
Grand Master, by the Entered Apprentice’s grip.  They go to the Candi-
date and take hold of his fore-finger and pull it, return and tell the Master
that they could not raise him by the Entered Apprentice's grip, that the
gkin cleaved from the bone. A TLodge of Fellow-Crafts are then sent,
who act as before, except they pull the Candidate’s second finger. The
Master then directs the Senior Warden [generally] to summon a Lodge of
Master-Masons and says, *T will go with them mysell in person, and try to
raise the body by the Muster's grip, or lion's paw.! [Some say by the strong
grip or lion's paw]. They then all assemble round the Candidate, the
Mastor baving declared that the first word spoken after the body was raised, *
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should be adopled as a substitute for the Master’s ward, for the government
of Master-Mason's Lodges in all future generations; he procecds to raise
the Candidate, alias the representative of the dead body of Hiram Abbiff
He [the Candidate], is raised on what is called the five points of fellowship,
which are foot to foot, knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to back, and
mouth to ear. This is done by putting the inside of your right faot to
the inside of the right foot of the person to whom you are going to give the
word, the inside of your knee to his, laying your right breast against his,
your left hands on the back of each opher, and your mouths to each other's
right ear [in which position alone you ave permitted to give the word], and
whisper the word Mak-lali-lone. The Master's grip is given by taking
hold of each other’s right hand as though you were going to shake Lands
and sticking the nails of each of your fingers into the joint of the other's
wrist where it unites with the hand. In this position the Candidate ie
raised, he keeping his whole body stiff, as though dead. The Master in
raising him is assisted by some of the brethren, who take hold of the Can-
didate by the arms and shoulders: as soon as lie is raised to his feet, they step
back, and the Master whispers the word Mak-kak-lone in lis ear and vauscs
the Candidate to repeat if, telling him at the same time that he must never
give it in acy manner other than that which he receives it.—Ie is also told
that Madi-hali-bone gignifies marrow in the bone—They then separate, and
the Master makes the following explanation respecting the five points of fel-
lowship.—DMaster to Candidate, * Brother, foot to foot, teaches you that you
should whenever asked, go on a brather's errand if within the length of your
Cable-Tow, even if you should have to go barefoot and barchead. Knee
to knee, that you should always remember a Master-Mason in your devo-
tion to Almighty God. Breast to breast, that you should keep the Master-
Mason’s secrets, when given to you in charge as such, as seeure and invio-
lable in your breast, as they were in his vwn beforé communicated to yon.
Hand to back, that you should support a Master-Mason behind bis bock as
well as before his face. Mouth to ear, that you should support his goad
name as well hehind his back as before his face)  After the Candidate is
throngh what is called the worl: part, the Mastor addresses him in the fol-
fowing manner; Brother, you'may suppose from the manner you have been
dealt with to-uight, that we haye been fooling with you, or that we have
treated you differently from others, but I assure you that is not the case.
You have this night represonted one of the greatest men that ever lived, in
the tragical catastrophe of Lis death, burial and resurrection; T mean Hiram
AUDIff, the widow’s son, who was elain by three ruffians at tha building of
King Solomon's Temple, and whe in Lis inflexibility, integrity and fortitude,
never was surpassed by man.  The history of that momentous event is thus
related,  Masonie tradition informs us that at the building of King Solo-
muons Temple, fifteen Fellow-Crafts discovered that the Temple was almost



MASONRY ILLUSTRATED 66

finished, and not having the Master-Mason's word, bacame very impatient,
and entered into o horrid conspiracy to extort the Master-Mason's word frem
their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, the first time they met himealone, or take
his life, that they might pass as Masters in other countries and receive
wages as such; but before they could accomplish their designs, twelve of
them recanted, but the other three were base enongh to carry their atrocious
designs into execution. Their names were Jubela, Jubelo and Jubelum,

* 1t was the custom of our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, every day at high
twelve, when the Crafts were from labor to refreshment, to enter into the
sanctwm sanctorum and offer up his devotions to the ever living God, and
draw ont his plans and designs on his Trestle-hoard for the Crafts to pursue
their labor. On a certain day (not named in any of the traditional ac-
counts), Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelwn, placed themselves at the south, west,
and east gates of the Templs, And Hiram baving finished his devotions
and labor, attempted (as was his nsual custom) to retire at the south gate,
where he was met by Julele, who demanded of bim the Master-Mason's
word (some say the secrots of a Master-Mason), and on his refusal to give
it, Jubela gives him a violent blow with the twenty-four ineh gauge across
the throat, on which Hiram fled to the west gate, where he was aceosted in
the same maoner by Jubelo, but with more violence.—Hiram told him that
he could not give the word then, because Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram,
King of Tyre, and himself, had entered into a aolemn league, that the word
never shonld be given unless they three were present, but if' he would wait
with patience, until the Grand Lodge assembled at Jerusalem, if he was
then found worthy he should receive it, otherwise he eould not; Jidelo re«
plied in a very peremptory manner; ‘If you do not give me the Master's
word, I'll take your life;’ and on Hiram's refusing to give it, Juhelo gave
him a severe blow with the square across the left breast, on which he fled
to the east gate, where he was accosted hy Julelum in the samne manner, but
with ‘still more viclence. Here Hiram reasoned as before; Jubelum told
him that he had heard his caviling with Jubela and Jubelo long enough, and
that the Master's word had been premised to him from time to time, for a long
time, that he was still put off and the temple was almost finished, and he was
determined to have the word or take his life; - I want it so that T may be able
to get wages as o Master-Mason in any country to which T may go for em-
ployment, after the Temple is finished, and that T may be able to support my
wife and children.' Iiram, persisting in his refusal; Jubelum gave him a vio-
lent blow with the gavel on the forehead, which felled him to the floor and
Eilled him:—they took the body and earried it out of the west gate and buried
it in the rubbish until low twelve at night (which is twelve o'clock), when
they three met agreeably to appointment, and carried the body a westerly
eorrse and buried it at the brow of a hill in a grave dug due east and west, six
feet perpendicular, and made their escape. King Solomon soming up to
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the Temple at Jow six in the morning (as was his ususal eustom), found the
Crafts all in confusion ; and on inquiring the cause, was informed that their
Grand Mastey, ITiram Abbiff was missing, and there were no plans and de-
gigns laid down on the Trestle-board for the Crafts to pursue their labor.
Bolomon ordered immediate search to be made in and about the Temple for
bim; no discovery being made, he then ordered the Secrctary wo call the
roll of worlimen to see iff any were missing; it appearing that there were
three, viz: Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelun: ; Solomon observed, * This ]Jrirlgd ta
my mind a circumstance that tovk place this merning. Twelve Felloy-
Crafts came to me dressed in white gloves and aprons in token of their in-
nocence, and confessed that they twelve, with three'others, had conspired te
extort the Master-Muson's word frow their Grand Master, Hiram ADDiff
and in case of his refusal to take his life; they twelve had recanted, but
feared the other three liad been base enough to carry their atrovious design
into execution.'  Solomon immediately ordered twelve Fellow-Crafts to be
selected from the bands of the worknien, cluthed in white gloyes and aprons
in token of their innocence, and sent three East, three West, three North,
and three South, in search of the ruffians, and if found to bring them up
before him.—The three that traveled a westerly course, coming near the
ceast of Joppa, fell in with a wayfaring man, who informed them that lLe
had seen three men pass that way that morning, who, from their appearanco
and dress, were workmen from the Temple, inquiving for a passage to
Ethiopia, hut were unable to obtain one in consequence of an embargo which
had recently heen laid on all the shipping, and had turned back into the
country.  After making still further and more diligent search, and making
no further discovery, they returned to the Temple and reported to Rolomon
the result of their pursait and inguiries.  On which Solomon directed them
to go and search again, and scarch until they found their Grand Master,
Hivam Abhiff ift possible, and if he was not found, the twelve who had
confessed, ghould be considered as the murderers and suffer aceord-
ingly.

They returned aguin in pursuit of the ruffians, and one of the three that
traveled a westorly course, being more weary than the rest, sat down at the
Prow of a hill to rest and vefresh himselfs and, in attempting to rise,
eaught hold of a sprig of eassin, which easily gave way, and excited lis
euriosity, and made him suspicious of n deeeption, on which he hailed lis
eompanions, who immediately nssembled, and, on examination, found that
the earth lad been recently moved; and on muving' the rubbish, dizcovered
the appearance af a grave:; and while they were confabulating about what
measures to take, they heard voices issuing from a eavern in the clofts of
the rocks, on which, they immediately repaired to the place, where they
heard the voice of Jubela exclaim, 'O ! that my throat had been eut fneross,
and my tongue torn out, and my body buried in the rough sands of the sea
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at low water-mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four
Liours, ere I had been aceessory to the death of so good a man as our Grand
Master, Hiram ALbifi™—on which, they distinetly heard the voice of Judedo
excluim, ‘Ol that my breast had been torn open, and my heart and vitals
taken from thence and thrown over my left shoulder, to the valley of Jo-
hosaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field and vultures
af the air, ere T had conspired to take the life of so good a man as our
Grand Master, Hiram AbLiff'—when they more distinetly heard the voiee
of Julelum exclainy, ‘0! that my hody had been severed in two in the midst,
and divided to the north and the south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the
eenter, and the ashes seattered by the four winds of heaven, that there
might not remain the least track or trace of remembrance AmonE wen or
Masons of so vile and perjured a wrotch az I am, who willfully took the
life of s0 good & man as our Grand Master, Hivam Abbiff, Ah! Jubela and
Jubelo, it was T that struck him Larder than you how! it was I that gave
him the fatal blow! it was I that killed him outright " On which, they
rushed forward, seized, bound, and carried them up before King Solomon,
who, after hearing the testimony of the three Fellow-Crafts, and the three
ruffians having plead guilty, ordered them to be taken out at the west gate
of the Temple and executed agrecable to the several imprecations of their
own mouths. King Solomon then ordered fifteen Fellow-Crafts to be
selected from the bands of the workmen, clothed with white gloves and
aprons, in token of their innocence, and sent three East, three West, three
North, three South, and three in and about the Temple, in search of the
their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff; and the three that traveled a gwesterly
course found it under that sprig of Cassia where a worthy Brother sat
down to rest and refresh himself; and on removing the earth until they
came to the cuffin, they involuntarily found their hands raised, as herein-
before deseribed, to guard their nostrils against the offensive offlovia that
arose from the grave. It is also said that the budy had laid there fourteen
days, sume say fifteen. The body was raised in the manner hereinbefore
described, earried up to the Temple, and Luried as explained in the closing
clanses of the lecture. Not one-third part of the proceding history of this
degree is ever given to a Candidate. ‘A few general desultory, unconnected
remarks are made to him, and he is generally referred to the manner of
raising, and the lecture, for information as to the particulars,  Here fullows
s charge which ought to be, and sometimes is, delivered to the Candidate

after hearing the history of the degree
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AN ADDRFSS TO BE DELIVERED TO THE CANDIDATE AFTER 1BHE
HISTORY HAS BEEN GIVEN.

*Brather, your zeal for the institution of Mugonry, the progress you have
made in the mystery, and your conformity to our regulations, have pointed
you out as a proper object of our favor and esteem.

“You are bound by duty, honor, and gratitude, to be faithful to your
trust; to support the dignity of your churacter on every otcasion: and
to enforce, by precept and exmnp}e‘ obedience to the tenets of the Order.

“Tn the character of a Master-Mason, you ave authorized to correct the
ervors and irregularities of your uninformed Brethren, and to guard them
against a breach of fidelity. \

‘To preserve the reputation of the Fraternity unsullied, must be your
ennstant care; and for this purpose it is your provinee to recommend to
your inferiors, obedi and submission; to your equals, courtegy, and
affability ; to your superiors, kind and eond ion. Universal be-
nevolence you are always to inculeate; and, by the regularity of your owa
behavior, afford the best example fpr the conduct of others less informed.
The ancient landmarks of the Order, intrusted to your eare, you are care-
fully to preserve; and never suffer them to be infringed, or countenance a
deviation from the established usages and enstoms of the fraternity.

“Your virtue, honor, and reputation are concerned in supporting with
dignity the character you now bear. Let no motive, therefore, make you
swerve from your duty, violate your vows, or betray your trust; but be true
and fuitlful, and imitate the example of that celebrated artist whom you
this evening represent; thus you will render yourself deserving the honor
which we have conferred, and merit the confidence that we have reposed.?

Here fulluws the lecture on this degree, which is divided into three see-
tions.

SECTION FIRST.

Q. Are you a Master-Mason?

A. T am—try me, prove me—disprove me, if yon ean.

Q. Where was you propared to be made a Master-Mason ?

A Tna room adjecent to the body of a just and lawfully constituted
Lodge of guch, duly assembled in a room, represonting the sanctum Bancio-
rum, or holy of Lolies, of King Sclomon's Templn.

Q. How was toun prepared ?

A. By being livested of all metals; neither naked nor elothed ; bare-
foot nor shod; with a Cable-Tow three times about my naked body; in
which posture 3 was condlucted to the doon of the Lodge, where I gave thres
distinet knocks
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Q. What did those three distinet knocks allade to 7

A. To the third degree of Masonry; it being that on which T was about
to enter,

Q. What was said to you from within ?

A. Who comes there ! who comes there ? who comes there?

Q. Your answer ?

A. A worthy Drother, who has been regularly initiated as an Iintere
Apprentice Mason, passed to the degrees of a Fellow- Craft, and now wishes
for further light in Masonry hy being raised to the sublime degree of a
Master-Mason.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. T was asked if it was of my own free will and accord I madé that
request; if I was duly and truly prepared; worthy and well qualified, and
had made suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees; all of which Leing
answered in the affirmative, I was asked by what further rights I expeeted
to obtain that benefit.

* Q. Your answer ?

A By the benefit of a pass-word.

Q. What is the pass-word ?

A. Tubal Cain.

Q. What next was said to you?

A. T was Lid to wait until the Worshipful Master in the East was made

inted with my r , and bLis v returned.

Q What followed afu'r Ius answer was returned ?

A. I was caused to enter the Lodge on the two extreme points of the
compass, pressing my naked right and left breasts, in the name of the

Q. How was you then disposed of !

A. T was conducted three times regularly round the Lodge, and halted at
the Junior Warden in the South, where the same questions were asked and
answers retarned as at the door.

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you !

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in the West
where the same questions were asked and ‘answers returned as before.

Q. How did the Benior Warden dispose of you?

" A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master in the East,
wherc, by him, the same questions were asked and answers returned as
before, who likewise demanded of me, from whence T came, and whither I
was traveling

Q. Your answer?

A Fr:m the East and traveling to the West

Q. Why do you leave the Kast and travel to the Wesh

A Iunlemh of light.
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Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you 1

A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the West, from whence I
eame, and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught me how to ap-
proach theEast, by advancing upon three upright regular steps to the third
step, my feet forming a square, and my body erect at the altar before the
Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you ?

A. He made an obligated Master-Mason of me.

Q. How? 4. In due form.

Q. What was that due form ?

A, Both my krees bare bent, they forming a square; both hends on the
Toly Bible, square, and compass ; in which posture I took upon me the
solemn oath or obligation of a Alaster-Mason.

Q. After your cbligation, what was said to you ?

A. What do you most desire ?

Q. Your answer?

A. More light. [The bandage round the head is now dropped over the
eyes. ]

Q. Did you receive light? 4. I did.

Q. On being brought to light on this degree, what did you first dis-
cover ?

A, Three great lights in Masonry, by the assistance of three less, and
both points of the compasa elevated above the square, which denoted to me
that I had reccived, or was about to receive all the light that could be con-
Zerred on me in a Master's Lodge.

Q. What did you next discover ?

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east under the sign
and duc-guard of a Master-Mason, who presented me with his right-hand
in token of Brotherly love, and confidence, and proceeded to give me the
pass-grip and word of o Master-Mason [the word is the name of the pass-,
grip], and bid me rse and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and con=,
vince them that I was an obligated Master-Mason, and had the. sign, pass-
grip and word, [Tubal-Cain.]

€. What did you next discover?

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me a d time from the cast,
who presented me with a lamb-skin or white apron, which he said he ]mpei
T 'would continue to wear with honor to mysell, and satisfaction and advang-.
nge to the Brethron,

Q. What was you next presented with?

A, The working tiols of a Master-Mason.

Q. What are they ? ¥

A. All the implements of Masonry indiscriminately, but more especially
the trowel
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Q. How ex;lained ?

A, The trowel is an instrument made use of by operative Masons ta
spread the cement which unites a huilding into one common mass, but we, a3
tree and accepted Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble
ana glorions purpose, of spreading the cement of Brotherly love and affeo-
tion; that cement which unites us into one sacred band or society of Bro-
thers, among whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble emula-
tion, »f who can best work or best agree.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. 'Chree preciouns jewels.

Q. Whae are they ?

A. Hunmnicy, Friendship, and Brotherly love.

Q. How was you then disposed of ?

A. I was conducted out of the Lodge and invested with what I had been
divested, ang returned again in due season.

15 SECTION SECOND.

Q. Did you ever return to the sanctum sanctorum or holy of holies of
King Solomon’s Temple?

A Tdid.

Q. Was there anything particular took place on your return?

A. There was, viz: I was aceosted by three rufians, who demanded of me
the Master-Mason's word.

Q. Did you give it to them?

A, T did not, but bid them wait with time and paticnce until the Grand
Lodge assembled at Jerusalem ; and then, if they were found worthy, they
ghould receive it; otherwise they could not.

Q. In what manner was you accosted?

A. Inattempting to retire at the South gate, T was accosted by one of,
them, who demanded of me the Master-Mason's word, and gn my refusing
to comply with bis request, he gave me a blow with the twenty-four inch
gauge across my breast, on which I fled to the West-gate, where I was ac-
eosted by the second with more violence, and on my refusing to comply with
Tiis request, he gave me a severe blow with the square across my breast, on
which I attempted to make my escape at the east gate, where I was accost-
#d by the third with still more violence, and on my refusing to comply with
his request, he gave me a violent blow with the common gavel, on the fore-
hud_. and brought me to the foor.

* Q. Whom did you represent at that time?

A. OurGrand Master, Hiram Abbiff, who was slain at the buil hng of King
Balomon’s Temple.

Q. Was his death pmnudmtad‘l
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A. Tt was, by fiftcen Fellow-Crafts , who conspired to extort the Magter
Mason's word; twelve of whom recanted, but the other three weie base
ennugh to carry their atrocious designs into execution. &

Q. What did they do with the body? L

A. They carried it out at the West gate of the Temple and buried it until
doy twelve at night, when they three met agreeably to appointment, and car-
ded it a westerly course from the Temple, and buried it under the brow
of a hill in a grave six feet due east and west, six feet perpendicular, and
wade their escape.

Q). What time was he glain?

A. At high twelye at noon, when the Crafts were from labor to refresh-
ment.

Q. How came he to be alone at that time? .

A. Because it was the usual custom of our Grand Master, Hiram Ahbi_ﬂ'!
every day at high twelve, when the Crafts were from labor to refreshment, to
enter into the sanctum sanctorum or holy of holies, and offer up his adors-
tions to the ever living Goil, and draw out his plans and designs on his
Trestle-board for the Crafts to pursue their labor.

Q. At what time was he missing? :

A, At lowsix in the morning, when King Solomon came up to the Tem-
ple as usual to view the work, and found the Crafts all in confusion, and on
inquiring the cause, he was informed that their Grand Master, Hivam Abbiff
was missing, and no plans or designs were laid down on the Trostle-hoard for
the Crafts to pursue their labor. .

Q. What observations did King Solamon make at that time?

A. He observed that our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff had always been
very punctual in attending, and feared that e was indigposed, and ordered
search ta be made in and about the Temple, to see if he could be found,

Q. Search being made, and he not found, what further remarks did King
Solomon make?

A. He observed, he feared some fatal accident had bLefallen our Grand
Master, Hiram Abbiff; that morning, tweve Fellow-Crafts, elothed in white
gl_ovea and aprons in token of their innocence, had confessed that they twelve,
with three others, had conspired to extort the Master-Mason's word f‘rnn::I
their Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, or take his Life: that they twelve had ro-
eanted, but feared the other three had been base enough to carry their atro
eious designs into exccution, ’

Q. What followed?

A. King Solomon ordered the roll of workmen to be called to goo i thare
were any missing. ’

Q. The roll being called, wre there any missing?

A There were three, viz: Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum,

Q. Were the ruffians ever found? v
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A. They were.

Q. How?

A. By the wisdom of King Solomon who ordered twelve Fellow-Ciafts ta
pe sclected from the Lands of the workmen, clothed in white gloves and
aprons, in token of their innocence, anid sent three east, three west, three
north, and three south in search of the ruffiaps, and if found to bring them
forward.

Q. What success ?

A. The three that traveled a westerly course from the Temple, coming
near the coast of Joppa, were informed by a wayfaring man, that three men
bad been seen that way that morning, who from their appearance and dresa
were workmen from the Temple, inquiring for a passage to Ethiopia, but
were unable to obtain one in consequence of an embargo which had recently
been laid on all the shipping, and had turned back into the country.

Q. What followed ? y

A. King Solomon ordered them to go and search again, and search until
they were found, if possible, and if they were not found, that the twelve
who had copfessed should be considered as the reputed murderers, and suffer
sccordingly.

Q. What suceess ?*

A. One of the three that traveled a westerly course from the Temple,
heing more weary than the rest, sat down under the brow of a hill to rest
and refresh himself, and in attempting to rise, caught hold of a sprig of
cassia, which easily gave way, and excited his curiosity and made him sos-
picious of a deception, on which he hailed his companions, who immediately
assembled, and on examination, found that the earth had recently beem
moved, and on moving the rubbish discovered the appearance of a grave;
and while they were confabulating about what measures to take, they heard
‘voices issuing from a cavern in the clefts of the rocks; on which they im-
mediately repaired to the place, where they heard the voice of Jubela exclaim,
‘0, that my throat had been cut across, my tongue torn out, and my body
buried in the rough sands of the sea at low wnter-mark, where the tide
ehbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours, er®  “ad been accessory to the
death of so good a man as our Grand Mas.e Hiram ABLIff!" On which
they distinetly heard the voice of Jubelo exelaim, ‘O, that my left breast
had Been torn open, and my heart and vitals taken from thenee, thrown over
my left shoulder, carried to the valley of Jehosaphat, there to hecome a
prey to the wild beasts of the field and vultures of the air, ere T had con-
spired to take the life of 50 good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram Ab-
biff!" when they more distinetly heard the veice of Jubelum exélaim, ‘O,
that my body had beein severed in two in the midst, and divided to the
North and the South, and my bowels burnt to ashes in the center, and the
‘ashes scattered before (or by) the four winds of heaver that thera might
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not remain the least track or trace of remembrance among men or Masons
of so vile and perjured a wretch as I am, who willfully tock the life of 8o
good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff! Ab, J ubela and Jubelo, it
was I that struck him harder than you both, it was I that gave him the
fatal blow, it was I that killed him outright.’ On which they rushed
forward, seized, bound and cartied them up to the Temple to King Solo-
mon,

Q. What did King Solomon do with them ?

A. He ordered them to be executed agreeably to the several imprecations
of their own mouths.

Q. Was the body of our Grand Master, Hiram Abbiff, ever found ?

A. Tt was. Q. How?

A. By the wisdom of King Solomon, who ordered fifteen (in some Lodges
they say twelve) Fellow-Crafts to be selected, from the bands of the work-
men, and sent three East, three West, three North, three South, and three
in and about the Temple to search for the body.

Q. Where was it found ?

A. Under that sprig of cassia where a worthy Brother sat down to rost
and refresh himself.

Q. Was there anything particular took place on the discovery of the
Lody ?

A. There was, viz: on moving the earth unul we came to the coffin, we
involuntarily found our hands in this position, to gnard our nostrils againsk
the offensive effluvia which arose from the grave.

Q. How long had the body lain there 1+

A. Tourteen days.

Q. What did they do with the body ?

A. ll.niuurl it in a Masonic form and carried it up to the Temple for mors
decont interment.

Q. Where was it buried ?

A. Under t'he_ sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holics of King Solomon's
Tufnplu. over which they .oren-.led a marble monument with this inseription
delineated thereon. A virgin weeping over a broken column, with a book
open before her, in her right-hand a sprig of Cassia, in her left an url\,
:'u.na standing behind her with his hands infolded in the ringlets of her

air.

Q. What do they denote?

A. The weeping virgin denotes the unfinished state of the Temple; tho
hroken eolamn, that one of the prineipal supports of Masonry had fallm:, the
boolf open 'L»:I:fom he‘r. that his memory, was on perpetual record; the sprig of
eassin, the timely discovery of his grave; the urn in her left-hand, that his
sshes are safely d::pnsil.cd under the sanctum sanctorum or holy of holiea
of King Solomon's Temple, and Time, standing hehind ber with his hands
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finfolded in the ringlets of her bair, that time, patience, snd perseverance,
will accomplish all things.

SECTION THIRD.

Q. What does a Master’s Lodge represent?
A. The sanctum sanctorum or holy of Wilies of King Solomon’s Tem

6.

Q. How long was the Temple building?

A. Seven years, during which it rained not in the day-time that the work-
men might not be obstructed in their labor.

Q. What supported the Temple?

A. Fourteen hundred and ffty-three columns, and two thousand nine
hundred and six pilasters; all hewn from the finest Parian marble,

Q. What farther supported it?

A. Three grand columns, or pillars

Q. What are they called?

A. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty,

Q. What did they represent?

A, The pillar of Wisdom represented Solomon, King of Israel, whose wia-
dom contrived the mighty fabric; the pillar ofStrength, Hiram, King of
Tyre, who stren'gthcncd Solomon in his glorious undertaking; the pillar of
peauty, Hiram AbLiff, the widow's son, whose cunning eraft, and curious
wurkmanship beautified and adorned the Temple.

Q. How many were there employed in the building of King Solomon's
Temple?

A. Three Grand Masters, three thousand three hundred Masters, or over-
geers of the work, eighty thousand Fellow-Crafts, and scventy thousand
Entered Apprentices; all these were classed and arranged in such a manner
by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither envy, discord, nor confusion, wore
guffercd to interrupt that universal peace and tranquillity that pervaded the
work at that important period.

Q. How many constitute an Entered Apprentice Lodge?

A. Seven; one Master, and six Entered Apprentices.

Q. Where did they usually meet?

A. On the ground-floor of King Sclomon’s Temple,

Q. How many constitute a Fellow-Craft's Lodge?

A. Five: two Masters, and three Fellow-Crafts.

Q. Where did they usually meet?

A. Tn the middle-chamber of King Solomox’s Temple,

Q. How many constitute a Master's Lodge!

A. Three Mdster-Masons,

Q. Where did they usually meet?
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A, In the sanctum sanctorum or Loly of holies of King Solomon's Tems

ple.

Q. Have you any emblems on this degree?

Q. What are the first class?

A. The pot of incense; the bee-hive; the book of constitutions, guarded
by the Tyler's sword ; the sword pointing to a naked heart; the all-sceing
eye; the anchor and ark; the forty-seventh problem of Euclid ; the hour-glasa;
the seythe; and the three steps usually delineated on the Master's Carpet,
which are thus explained:—The pot of éncense is an emblem of a pure heart
which is always an acceptable sacrifice to the deity; and as this glows with
fervent heat, so should our hearts continnally glow with gratitude to the
great and beneficent Author of our existence, for the manifold blessings and
comforts we enjoy,—The bee-Aive, is an emblem of industry, and recommends
the practice of that virtue to all ereated beings, from the highest seraph in
heaven to the lowest reptile of the dust. It teaches us that, as we came into
the world rational intelligent beings, so we should ever Be industrious ones;
never sitting down contented while our fellow creatures around us are iz
want; when it is in our power to relieve them, without inconvenience to
ourgelves, When we take a survey of nature, we behold man, in his in-
fancy, more helpless and indigent than the brate creation: he lies
lmlg_uishing for days, wecks, months, and years, totally incapable of provid-
ing sustenance for himself; of gnarding against the attacks of the wild beasts
of the field, or sheltering himself from the inclemencies of the weather. It
might have pleased the great Creator of heaven and carth to have made man
independent of all other beings; but, as dependence is one of the slronge.s't'\
bonds of society, mankind were made dependent on each otlier for protection
end security, as they thereby enjoy better opportunitics of fu]ﬁiling the du-
tics of reciprocal love and friendship. Thus was man formed for social and
astive life, the noblest part of the work of God; and he that will so demean
himself as not to be endeavoring to add to the comman stock of lmuwler]gé
and understanding, may be deemed a drone in the Aive of nature—a useloss
member of society, and unworthy of our protection as Masons:—The Book of
Constitutions, guarded by the Tyler's sword, reminds us that we should be ever
watchful and guarded, in our thoughts, words and actions, particularly when
before the enemies of Masonry ; ever bearing in remembrance those traly
Masonie virtues, silence and circumspection.—The sword pointing to a naked
heart, demonstrates that justice will sooner or later overtake us; and although
our thoughts, words, and actions may be hidden from the eyes of mon; yes
that all-sceing eye, whom the sun, moon, and stars obey, and under whoge
watchful care cven comets perform their stupendons revolutions, per mdes
the inmost recesses of the human heart, and will reward us according to car
werits.—The anchor and ark, are emblems of a well-grounded lope, and a
woll-spent life  They are emblematical of that divine ark which safoly wafte
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us over this tempestuous sea of troubles, and that anchor which ghall safely
wioor us iv & peaceful harbor, where the wicked cease from troubling, and
the woary shall find rest. The forty-seventh problem of Euclid. This was
an invention of our ancient friend and Brother, the great Pythagoras, who
in bis travels through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated into several
orders of priesthood, and raised to the sublime degree of a Master- Magon.
This wise philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a general know-
®dge of things, and more especially in g try, or y: on this sub-
jeet he drew out many problems and theorems; and among the most dis-
tinguished he erected this, which, in the joy of bis heart, he called Enreka,
in the Grecian language signifying, I have found it ; and upon the discovery
of which he is said to have discovered a hecatomb, It teaches Masons to
be general lovers of the arts and sciences. Bhe four-glass is an emblen of
buman life.  Behold! how swiftly the sandsrun, and how rapidly our lives
are drawing to a clogse. We t without astonishment behold the little
particles which are contaived in this machine; how they pass away almoss
impereeptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short space of an hour they,
are all exhausted. Thus wastes man! to day he puts forth the tender
.eaves of hope; to-morrow, blossoms, and bears his blushing honors thick
upon him; the next day comes a frost which wips the shoot, and when he_
thinks liis greatness is still ripening, he fulls, like autumn leaves, to enrich
our mother earth.—The scytle is an emblem of time, which cuts the brittle
thread of life, and launches us into eternity. Behold! what bayoe the soythe
of time makes among the human race; if’ by chance we should escape the
numerous evils incident to childhood and youth, and with health and yigor
arrive to the years of manhood, yet with all we must soon be cut down by
the all-devouring seythe of time, and be gathered into the land where our
fathiers have gone before us-—The tiree steps usually delineated upon the
Master's carpet, are emblematical of the three principal stages of human life,
viz: youth, manhood, and age. In yputh,as Intered Apprentices, we ought
industriously to occupy our minds in the attainment of useful know.
ledge : in manhood, aa Fellow-Crafts, we should apply our knowledge
to the discharge of our respective dutics to God, our neighbors, and
onrgelves; that o in age, as Master-Masons we may enjoy the happy reflec-
tinns consequent on a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious im-
mortality.

Q. What arc the second class of emblems ? :

A, The spade, eoffin, death-head, marrow bones, and sprig of cassin,
wihich are thus explained : The spade opens the vault to receive our bodies,
where our sctive limbs will soon molder to dust.—The coffin, death-head,
and marrow-bones, are emblematical of the death and burial of our Grand
Master, Hiram ADbiff; and are worthy of our serious attention. Tho sprig
of cassia is emblomatical of that immortal part of man which never dics—
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and when the cold winter of death shall bave passed, and the bright sum-
mer's morn of the resurrection appears, the Sun of Righteousness shall
deseend, and send forth his angels to collect our ransomed dust ; then, if we
are found worthy, by his pass-word, we shall enter into the celestial Lodge
above, where tlhie Supreme Architect of the Universe presides, where we
shall sce the King in the beauty of holiness. and with bim enter into an
endless eternity

Here end the three first degrees of Masonry, which constitute a Master-
Mason's Lodge. A Master-Mason's Lodge and a Chapter of Royal Arch
Magons, are two distinet bodies, wholly independent of each other. The
members of a Chapter are privileged to visit all Master-Masons’ Lodges
when they pleace, and may be, and often are, members of both at the samo
time; and all the members of a Master-Mason’s Lodge who are Royal
Arch Masons, though not members of any Chapter, may visit any Chapter.
I wish the reader to understand that neither all Royal Arch. Masons nor
Muster-Masons are members of either Lodge or Chapter: there are tena of
thoueands who are not members, and scarcely ever attend although privileged
~ to do so.

A very small proportion of Masons, comparatively speaking, ever advanes
any further than the third degree, and consequently never get the great
word which was lost by Hiram's untimely death. Solomon, king of Isracl,
Hiram, king of Tyré, and Hiram Abbiff, the widow's son; having sworn
that they, nor neither of them wonld ever give the word except they three
were present [and it is generally believed that there was not another person
in the world at that time that had it]; consequently, the word was lost, and
supposed to be forever; but the sequel will show it was found, after a
lapse of four hundred and seventy years, notwithstanding the word Mak.
hah-bon, which was substituted by Solomaon, still coptinues to be used by
Master-Masons, and no doubt will as long as Masonry attracts the attention
+ of men; and the word which was lost is used in the Royal Arel degree,
What was the word of the Royal Arch degree before they found the Mas-
ter's word, which was lost at the death of Hiram AbLIf, and was not found
for four hundred and seventy years? Were there any Royal Arch Masons
befora the Mastet's word was found 7—I wish some Masonic gentleman
would solve these two questions.

The ceremonies, history, and the lesture, in the preceding degree, are sp
similar, that, perhaps, some one of the three might have been dispensed with,
uand the subjeot well understood hy most readers; notwithstanding, there is
n swall difference between the work and history, and besween the history
ead the lecture.

I ghall now proceed with the Mark-Master's degree, which is the first do-
gree in the Chapter. The Mark-Master's degree, the Pnnl-hIm.,-.-',k and
she Most Excellen* Masters' are called Lodges of Mark-Master Masong,
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Past-Masters, and Most Excellent Masters; yet, although called Lodges,
they are a component part of the Chapter. Ask a Mark-Master Mason if
he belongs to the Chapter, he will tell you he does, but that he has only
heen marked. It is not an uncommen thing, by any means, for a Chapter
to confer all four of the degrees in one night, viz: the Mark-Master, Past-
Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Degrees

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE SIGNS, DUE-GARDS, GRIPS, PASS-GRIPS, WORDS, AND
PASB-WWORDS OF TIE THREE PRECEDING DEGREES,

ENTERED APPRENTICE'S DEGREE.

Sign—Hold the two hands transversely across each other, the right-hand
‘wpward and one inch from the left.

Due-Guard.—Draw the right-hand across the throat, the thumb next to
the throat, the arm as high as the elbow in the horizontal position, and let
the band fall down by the side.

@rip—The right-hands are joined together, as in shaking hands, and each
sticks his thumb-nail into the third joint or upper end of the fore-finger.

Word —BO-AZ%, which is given by lettering or halving.

FELLOW-CRAFT'S DEGREE.

Sign.—Draw your right hand flat, with the palm of it next to your breass,
seross the breast, from left to right, with some quickness, as if you were
going to tear open the left breast, and let it drop down by your side.

Due- Guard —Raise the left arm until that part of it between the elhow
sud the shoulder is perfectly horizontal, and raising the rest of the arm in a
wvertical position, so that that part of the arm below the elbow, and that
part. above it, form a squarc. The sign and due-gnard are given at the
same time in this degree.

Pass-grip—Take each other by the right hand, as if to shake hands, and
each put his thumb between the fore and second fingers, where they join the
band, and pressing the thumb between the joints. The name of the pass-
grip is Shibboleth, and is the pass-word,

* Real-grip—Take each other by the right hand, as if to shake handa, and
put the thumb on the joint of the second finger where it joins the band, and
erooking the thumb so that each can stick the nail of bis thumb into tha
joint of the other.

Word—J A-CHIN—given in the same manner as in tho first degroe.
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MASTER-MASON'S DEGREE. -

Sign—Raise both hands and arms perpendicularly, one on either side of
the head, the elbow forming a square. Tle words accompanying this sign,
in case of distress, ave, “ O Lord my God, is there no help' for the widow's
aon?”  As the last words are pronounced let the hands fall with an air of
solemnity.—These words cannot be given except in the dark, when the sign
cannot be seen, and is the sign of distress in this degree.

Due-guard.—Put the right-hand to the left side of the bowels, the hand open,
with the thumb next to the belly, and let it fall: this is done tolerably quick.

Pass-grip—Press the thumb between the joints of the second and third
fingers where they join the hand. The name of it is Zkbal- Cain, and is tho
pass-word.

Real-grip.—Take hold of each other’s right band, as if to shake hands,
and stick the nails of each of your fingers into the joint of the other's
wriat, where it unites with the hand.

Word —MAH-HAH-BON. The word must be given in the following
manner:—Place the inside of the right foot to the inside of the right foot
of the person to whom you are going to give the word; the inside of your
knee to bis; laying your right breast against his; your left hands on cach
other’s back, and your mouths to each other's right ear, when the word
must be given not above a whisper. This word is sometimes vulgarly pros
nounced Mak-mali-bo,

A more full explanation of the signs, grips, words, &e., will he given at
the lusion of the sccond part of this work, which will comprise the
following degrees, viz: Mark-Master, Present or Past-Master, Most Excel-
lent Master, and the Royal Arch—to which will also be added, several' of
the degrees in the Order of Knighthood.

Nore—The publisher thinks proper to state, that as thore has been
much excitement on the appearance of this book, and various opinions as to
the truth of the same, that the author of it was kidoapped and carried awa
from Batavia, by members of the Fraternity, to parts unknown, sinee lrhie:
time he has not been heard from—and that at the late session of the Court
of Oyer and Terminer, held at Canandaigua, Outario Co,, N, Y. on the lat
January, 1827, Loton Lawson, Nicholas @. Cheesbro, Rdward éuwyﬂr and
John Sheldon, were arraigned for eonspiring to do the same—the three firsy
plead GUILTY to the charge, and Sheldon was tried and found GVILTY,
They are now enduring their punishment, which was imprisonmeny 1n ﬁ‘
eommon Jail of the county, for the following terms :— :

Loton Lawson, 2 years, Nicholas G. Cheesbro, 1 year,
wonthe, Edward Sawyer, 1 month. ? = S‘“m‘-" '
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PRETF ACE.

Tne unfortunate and lamented Monaa, having published and luid opew
4o the world, his ‘ILLUSTRATIONS’ of the first part, or thiee first De-
grees of Masonry, the writer of this work conceived the nzcessity of pro-
ducing the remaining and Higher Mysteries of the Crafs, in order to pre-
vent this Glorious Institution from fulling into disreputa among its enemies.
The idea held forth by my predecessor, in this rather unpleasant business, T
must acknowledge, is illy caleulated towrest the Oider from that stigma and
reproach, which its encmies are ever ready te lieap upon it, which is my
present intention; and I here avow that my only object in offering this worl
to the public, is to remove the prejudicial impressions very liable to exist in
the minds of the uninitiated, from a perusal of Morgan's work. By pre-
senting the brighter side of the picture, if’ T effect nothing more, my cons
science will be relieved of a duty I conceive I owe the Institution of whick
I have been, and yet remain, a Member.*

Tant 12t

From the painful events att on tbe pub of Morgan, the
public will not eensure me for withholding 10y name and place of residence;
from theee they can also judge of the daryer to which £ should be exposed,
in ecase the Higher Order of Mastos should discover me: consequently I
shall be pardoned and justified by every eandid man, for using every pre-
caution to counternct such an event. If Morgan has been harbarously
murdered for revealing the three lower Degrees, what fate would be awarded
to one who should withdraw the vail, and Iny open the four HIGHER/!
1n truth, T tremble while I write; but having formed my design, and 1 trust
from no sinister motive, nothing but the King of Terrors shall prevent me
from portraying it on the TRestLE-DOARD of public opinion; leaving for the
pubhic to acwermine whether the Institution deserves the bitter reproach and
eontumely iv has received, since the ‘Affairs at Batavia, and the ‘Ahduc-
tion of Morgan.’

I have not dared to hint my intentions to a living soul, well knowing that

® Although I hare been a Member of the Crafl for many years, the reader will discover,
from certaln exploaations annesed to this warlk, that in all probaljlity T am the ouly indl-
ridual on the Globe who :eala possibly reveal theso higher mysteries of the Order, with=
sl committiag the vilost perjury, by violating oaths the most sacred. )
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no one of the Order could be persuaded to look upon the matter in the light
I do, and join me in an undertaking so hazardous; and to repose confidence
in any one not of the Craft, would be yet more dangerous. It is not my
intention to enter into any discussion whatever, upon the merits or demerits
of the Institution which. has withstood ‘ the wreck of matter, and the crush
of worlds," but merely to relate my history in a plain, matter-of-fact style ;
leaving for the publie, having the whele matter before them, to be their own
judges.

In the following pages, T have decmed it unimportant to annex the Lrcronzs
of the several Degrees (although very instructive), as every one can readily
become familiar with them, by visiting Lodges and Chapters, after the
knowledge he shall gain from this work. I would here advise the unenlight-
aned reader to perfectly familiarize himself with ane Degree, befure eritering
upon. another; else he might make some blunder on entering a Lodge, hy
substituting the matter of one Degree for that of another, which would at
once prove him an impostor, and might lead to disagrecable consequences.

With a consciousness that the whole artillery of Rovan Agen Masoxnr
will be leveled against me, and beld in requisition to find me out, I now
proceed to my task, with first informing the world at large, and Rovar Anca
Masoxs in particular, that it any individual who has resided two months is
this city ghould be acensed of the antharship of this work, great injustice
would be dote to such individual; and forther, the person who now addres-
ges you, the only person in the whole world who writes this work, or who
knows of its being written, was never in his whole life, until within six
weeks past, nearcr to this City than Batavia, in New York State.

May the Lord grant Peace and Brotherly Love throughout the world. Se
moteithe |/ THE AUTHOR.
Crnorsyari (Omio), Jory, 1827,
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FREEMASONRY.

THE MANNER OF OPENING A LODGE OF M:-\RK-HASTER MASON&

A Masrer-Masow progressing from the third degree to the fourth, enters
#a eatire new field of operations. The Mark Degree to the Master-Mason,
15 what the Entered Apprentice’s is to the uninitiated. From a regular ron-
tine of operations and procecdings, with only some slight difference 1.1 grips,
words, signs, &ec., he enters a field almost totally dissimilar, in cvery respeck
Bu' to cur subject.

The Breiliren being assembled, and the officers having repaired to. their
several stations, the Master addresses the Junior Overseer as follows :

Master. Brother Jabal,* are all things in preparation for the work?

Junior Overserr. All things are in readiness, Worshipful.

Aaster. Then let every Brother present mark well the entering in of the
hause : obwerve your Master !

The Master now descends from his station, and approaches a small Temple,
which bas been previously erected on the middle of the floor, with blocks of
wood in the shape of bricks, but not half so large. Every mark Lodge is
provided with these blacks, and everything fits with such an exact nicety,
that the whole can be put together in the space of fifteen minutes, so a8 to
form a perfect miniature of King Solomon’s Temple, with all its porticoes
snd other ornaments. The master approaches the front of this little Temple,
which faces the cast, and opens a small golden door, when a transparent,
view is had within, of the Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holivs. Immediate-
I)r above (yct within the Temple), are two golden Chernbimsf supporting

® Jubiul was the name of a certain Junlor Overseer at the building of King Solomon's
Teinple, whem this officer, in every Mark-Lodge, repressuts—See Note, page 58,

+ Ower the ark (which contained the manna), was the merey-seat and it was the cov-
sring of it 1t was all made of solid gold, and of the thickness of an hand's breadih. At
the two ends of it were two cherabima, looking Inward toward euch other, with wings
rxpanded, which, embracing the whols cireumference of the merey-seat, did meet on sach
side in the middle : all of whith was made of the same muss, without jllillil{l-gt;l;, of the

F b
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between them = xEy stoxe, with a circle of cight letters on it, which will b
explained herearter, The Master then kneels, and while viewii g thisinterior
illamination, repeats the following :

“ (Great Architeet of the universe, we approach thy Holy Tabornacle with
x sineere désire that our works may tend to magpify Thy Holy Name, and
to disseminate the cement of Brotherly Love, thronghout the secret reccses
of the human heart. Grant that our work may be approved in thy sight,
and finally that each of us may be fitted and prepared for * that spiritual
building, that house not made with hands, eternal in the Heavens ke

Reaponse by the Brethren, “So mote it be /"

The preceding prayer is not universally used on this oceasion ;—the fol-
lowing is cften substituted: .

“ Wheref re, Brethren, lay mside all malice, and guile, and hypoerisics, and
envies, and all evil speakings. If so be, ye have tasted that the Lord is
gracious, to whom coming as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men
but chosen of Gad, and precious; ye also, as living stones, be ye built up a
epiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God.
Wherefore, also, it is contained in the Seripturcs, Behold, I lay in Zion, fur
a foundation, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation; he
that believeth shall not meke haste to pass it over. Unto you, therefore,
which believe, it is an honer; and even to them which be disobedient, the
stone which the builders dicellwed, the same is made the head of the corner.
Brethren, this is the will of Gud, that with well doing you put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men.  As feee and not using your liberty for a eloak of
maliciousness, but as the servants ol God. Honor all men, love the hrother-
nood, fear God.”™ ;

During the rehearsal of one of tho preceding prayers, the Brothren all
kneel around the Temple, and at the scralusion, they all arise, and each io
his turn kneels in front of the golden doos, as they pass around; and whils
viewing the golden cherubims and other boaties within, he »xclaims, » HL
S R U

Having gone through with these ceremonias, thc Brethren all standing in
& circle around the Temple, the Master proceeds te Lis station, and holds
up to the view of the Brethren, n kEY sToNE, with the akave initials on it,
which he reads sloud thus: ‘He That Was Slain, Soars T Kindred Spirits;’
—and repeats, 'He That Was Slain Soara To Kindred Spuits,  This hag
allusion to the ancient Grand Master, Hiram, whose fatal catestropha is ex-
plained in the Third Degroe. The origin of this Key Store with these
ports by aolder. Here it wos, where ¥ o Shechinah, or divine pressnes, rested buth i She tale
eraacte nnd temple, and was vist .y seen in the appearance of o eloud over Il Apd Jiejinm
1t ts, thist God is 5o often éaid in Seripture to dwell between the Chgronima ; thal la b
tween the Zherubims on thie merey-seat, hecnnes there was the sent or dirone of the vie
bls appear=ace ¢l Lisglory smong them —I Prrogaus, volb. 1, p. 20
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mitials on it, i3'very curious, and will be explained in its proper place. The
Master now proclaims the Lodge ¢ jen as follows

Master. Brethren, we are aguin assembled around this Altar of Peace.
May the extended wings of the golden Cherubims sonunuatly remina as of
the mnbounded latitude of Masonic' Charity. ' May the Lord prosper our

wk, to the honor of His Holy Name.
{“Response by the Brothren. * 8o mote it be!

Master. * Observe your Master.!

- The Brethren all join in giving the due-guard, sign, and elap.

Master. 1 now proclaim this Lodge duly and truly prepared for labor.
The Junior Overseer will give notice hereof to the Tyler, and the Brethren
will retire to their several stations.

The golden door is now clased, the Bretliven take their stations, and
thus ends the cercmony of opening & Lodge of Mark-Master Masons.

FOURTH DEGREE OF MASONRY.

hﬂ MODE AND MANNER OF CONFERRING TIE DEGREE OF MARE-MASTER MASON
0OX A CANDIDATE—IT BEING TIIE FOURTO DEGREE OF MASONRY; TOGETIER

vWITIL THE MEANS TO BE USED DY SUCH AS AIRE NOT MAZONS, TO GAIN AD-
MISSION INTO ANY LODGE OF MAIK-MASTELS ON LI FACE OF TIE GLOBE,

- A Magren-Mason who las petitioned the Chapter to have conferred on
bim the Degree of a Mark-Master, is baliotted for, as in the preceding De-
grees; and if aceepted, will be vonducted into a prizate room, and asked
the following questions; by the Master Overseer : J

Muster Overseer. Brother A, B., baving progressed in safety to the third
and lnst round of Jucol's ladider, do you wish to procsed further?

. Cundidate. 1 do, with your permission,

Muster Overseer. Do you solemnly promise, upon your honor as o Master-
l'_l;asun, to conform to the rules and customs ohscrved by the Ancient Pa-
triarchs who have traveled this road before you ! *

_ Candiddate, 1 do most cheerfully, with your permission.

_ The Overseer then informs the Candidate that he is about entering a new
apartment of the Temple, and recommends him to betray no fears during
the numerous trinls and difficulties he is aliout to enzounter; that all who
have traveled this way before liim, have braveiy submitted to the same, &e.
If ‘the Candidate makes no objection, ke is deprived of all his clothing, ex~
eept ks shirt and drawers (the latter are Faruished wrieu the Candidate is
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without them), and his hands are tied closcly behind bim, by placing their
backs together, and winding a strong cord four times around his arms ahout
widway between the elbow and wrist.* (It is neccssary to pay striet atten-
tion to this ceremony, as it is the busis of a Mark-Master's Sign : remember
his hands are placed fehind bim, back fo back.) The Candidate is then en-
shrouded in a Purple Robe, after which le is elosely blindfolded, by a band-
age wrapped four times over his eyes, in which situation be is conducted
into the Lodge by the Overseer. :

The Master now informs the Candidate that an Oath must be taken, be-
fore he can progress farther, whereupon he is caused to mount a platform erec-
ted for the purpose, by a flight of four steps.  There is also an altar placed
on this platform, on which lies the Holy Bible, opened at the fourth chapter
of St. Mark. The candidate is caused to kneel on both knees, with his face
(i. e. one cheek,t) resting on the Holy Bible, when the following oath is-ads
ministered by the Master:

“In the name of God, and the Holy Prophets, I solemnly swear and affirm,
that T will keep inviolate the mysteries pertaining to the Degree of a Mark-
Master Mason, within my own breast, except when only in company with
Mark-Masters. That in my intercourse with the world, T will use my utmost
endeavors to prevent my Brother Mark-Masters from deviating from that
line of rectitude taught them in this Foly Sanctuary. Lustly, that T will
aever give the Mark-Master's Grawo Hainrva-Srew or Distiess, excepb in
actual distress.t  In the name of God, and the Holy Prophets.” '

‘Ihis constitutos the Oath of a Mark-Master Mason. The cord is now
saken from the arms of the Candidate, but his hands are held in the same
situation behind bim, dack to back, by some of the Brethren, while the Mas-
ter instructs him in the Due-Guard Sign of a Wark-Master, which is
by bringing his hands around before him, and lotting them meet (crossing
each other so as to make a loud elap, four tines in snceession. Now is the
proper time for the reader to perfect himself in this Due Guard Sign: p]aﬁ
yout bands behind you with their backs together ; then bring them yound toge-
ther evossing, making the palms hollow, so as to make a loud clap by the concussion §
and this repeat four times: this is called the Mark- Master's Die- Guard and
Clap, and will always be exacted before any one not known as a Marlk-Mas-
ter caa enter a Mark-TLodge, as the Graxo Hatuive-Stox sannot be given ox-
oept in “actual distress,” as specified in the Outh.)

‘Ths Candidate is'now informed that this Due- Guard Sign has reference
to the situation of bis hands when lie took upon himself the Qath; and the

- 4

® OF binding and loosing—Bind not hoa sins together, Ee, vy, B, .

+ Jabal or Iobel (Helirew) —falling away—or bringing—or building—or o check. Liae'
wech’s son by Aduh satherof such ns dwell fntents, nnd such us huve cattle, SeeGry, iv. 20

4 Thia sign is nat eyen allewed to bo given in the Lodge, notwithstunding it is llm;
Mmpossible that any one should notice it, a3 the readur wil® discovor "
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elapping them together four times, has striet allusion to the fourth Degres of
Masonry. This Due-Guard Sign is allowed in'mixed eompanics, s nn one
could suspect any meaning to it, exeept a Mark-Master Mason. The author
of this work recollects of seeing this often given before he ever sat in a Mark-
Lodge, and very likely the reader does the same: Tt should be done in a
earcless manner, in order that bhe unenlightened may not notice it. A Mark-
Mason may know another by merely clapping with the bands four times, the
same as applauding an actor on the Btage in a theater, without placing his
hands first behind him at ally but this will not answer for one who would go
in a Mark-Lodge, as there they scrutinize very closely, and if one be defi-
eient in recollecting the way in which his hands were tied belind him, back
to back, when he took the Oath, this deficiency would be eertain evidence
that he was an impostor, and unworthy the privilege he claimed.

The Candidate is then told that his present situation represents the time
previous to the creation of the world, and the Master takes him Ly the hand,
and says:

Master. Brother A. B., T now present you with the right-hand of a Broth-
er, and also with the grip of this degree.

ITere the Master takes the Candidate by the right-hand, and presses the
nail of bis-right thumb into the last joint of the third finger of the Candidate
(i. e. the joint farthest from the nail), and requests the Candidate to do the
same—rwhich done, the Master says:

Master. This, Brother, is the Grip of & Mark-Master Magon, and its name
Is emblematical of your present state. Itis CHAOS; and as yet, Brother
Ciaos, you arein the Dark. Should you, in your travels, hear the word
CHAOS pronounced, whether in darkness or daylight, you may rest assured
a brother Mark-Master utters it, and is in deep distress; and this word
youare entitled to use when in like situation, and then only, aceompanied by the
Granp Haruixe-Sion o pstaess, which you will hereafter be instrueted
in.*®

The Candidate isnow divested of his bandages, and conducted down the four
steps directly in front of the Temple, when the Master presents him with s
Chisel and Mallet, which are the working tools of this Degree; and placing the
edge of the Chisel on'the right temple of the Candidate, orders him to “strike
and receive the mark /" The Candidate of course declines, and this part of
the ccremony is thus explained to him by the Master at the time :
| Muster. Brother, it wasmot my intention that you should strike the blow ,
but this is intended toteach you through life, to withhold yourarm, when rais-
ed to injure a fellow-being, capeeially o Brother, the same as if rnised againgt
yourgelf. We are all of the same family, and are all the children of the

. Tt Is eertainly a singular eoincidence, that this word of distress, and lts ACCOMpANY.
bag Grand Hailing-Sign, should have so nearly the same sound; us the reader will dlmm
\oy have when ho learns the Sign—Chaos—K. 8,
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some Great Pareat; and all should strive to “do unto others, as we would
that others should do unto ns.”

The Candidate is then caused to kneel on both knees, when the golden
door is opened, which presents to his vicw the illuminations within the Deme
ple, when the Master addresses him as follows: |

Master. Brother A. B., you now discover the Lignr by which Mark-Master
Masons work. You are now about to be invested with secrers, intrusted
only in the faithful breasts of Mark-Masters throughout the Globe; and
which will entitle you to, and insure their respect and esteem, wheresoever
dispersed around the known world.  The illuminated Temple before you, isa
perfect miniature of King Solomon's at Jerusalem; the Holy City; the xaur
sroxE, supporied by the Cherubims with expanded wings, is the main sup=
port in all arches, built by operative Masons: with us, as Mark-DMasters, ib
it is omblematical of the BINDING L1NK 0F DROTHERLY LOVE, which unites T in
one strong cnarx, all who have attained to this Honorary Degree. Thin
stong, my Brother, is also typical of the Stone which was rejected by the
builders of old, and in medern days, which storie is TRorm. Truth is the
Stone which unworthy builders reject, and which is to become the “ licad of
the Corner.”  * He that hath an ear to hesr let him hear.” * To him that over-
cometh will T give to eat of the ninpex maxNa, and will give him a winrs
#rone, and in the Stone a new name writien, which no man knoweth save him
that receiveth it.” “The Stone which the builders refused, is b the
bead Stone of the corner.” *“Did ye never read in the Seriptures, The
8tone which the builders rejected, ia become the head of the corner?” “ And
have ye not read this Seripture, The Stone which the builders rejected, ig *
become the head of the corner?”’ * What is this, then, that is written, Tha
Stone which the builders rejocted, is b the head of the corner?” (The .
Qov o Tiors, my Brother.) “Thisis the Stone which was set at nanght
of you, builders, which has become the head of the corner.”

“Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward Sanctuary,
which looketh toward the Basr; and it was shut.” [Here the Master shuts
the golden gate, or door.] * Then said the Lord unto me, This gate shall
be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because
the Lord, the God of Tarael, hath entered in by it, therefors it shall be shut.
Tt is for the Prince, the Prince he shall 5it in it to eat biread before the Lordy
be shall enter by the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the
way of the same. And the Lord said unto me, Son of Man, mark well, and
behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, all that I say unto thee eon-

ing all the ordi of the house of the Lord, and all the laws thereof ; and
mark woll the enteringin.of the house, with every going forth of the Sanctuary. ™

The Master now reopens the golden gate, and addresses the Candidare
e_ follows :

@ Or should unito, Is froquently sddal Ly, the Master, and very praperly too.
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Aaster. Brother A, B, T now have the pleasure to prescnt you with the
“New Name,” which “no man knoweth, saving him that receiveth it ;” and
_*I:ﬁt'-h is contained in the “white stone” which * the builders rejected” The
initials you discover, are H, T. W. 8; 8. T. K. 8.—These, as Mark-Master
Masons, we read thus: He That Was Slain, Scars To Kindred Spirits—Hs
That Was 8lain, Soars To Kindred Spirits. ’

y : These initials were placed on the Key Stone of the Ninth drch, by King

it to ate the melancholy 'death of Hiram, an account
?f which you bave reccived in the preceding Degree. This Key Stone had
its origin as follows: A skillful workman, at the building of King Sclomon’s
Temple, named Kerim, after the death of his Grand Master, Hiram, held a
eonsultation with King Solomon, on the subject of the most appropriate man-
ner in which the worth and excellence of this truly great and good: man,
might be handed down to posterity. After considerable discussion, it was
agreed that these initials should be engraved on the Key Stone of the Niath
Arch; and their signification communicated to those only of this Degree,
forever; you are therefore cantioned, my Brother, to divulge this mystery
to no one, either within or without the Lodge, except in the following manner:
Should you wish to know if a stranger be a Mark-Master, you will say audi-
bly, ® fe.” No matter if the room be full of strangers, at the time, no one
except a Mark-Master will notice you, Ifthere be one present, he will say,
“That”" You will then approach him, if there Le others present, and in
a low tonie say, ¢ Was." He will then (if be be a Murk-Master, ) say, *Slain ;"
—when you will veply, “Soars;" and he, * To;"—you, “Kindred;" — he,
“Spirits.” This much will satisfy each of you that the other is a Mark-Mas-
ter Mason; bnt it is necessary to speak in a voice that cannot be overheard
by the hystanders. This, Brother, is the only way in which you are ever to
giva the signification of these initials, except yon preside as Master overia
Lindge, in which ease you are allowed to repeat them twice at the opening
of a Lodge, and twice to a Candidate, as Ihavedone to you this evening.'

At this stage of the proceedings, the Candidate is presented with a chair,
and requested by the Master to take his seat, which he is very willing to do,
after kneeling for so long a time. The Master then proceeds:

Master. Having progressed thus far; we now proeeed to the Sanctum Sane-
torum or Holy of Holies. You here discover the extended wings of the two
Cherubims, which guard and protect the heavenly Manna, senc down from
@od ont of Meaven. This Manna, Brother, has been handed duwn by Mark-
Mastor Masons, since the Children of Israel sojourned in the wilderness; and
without a portion of this, no Mark-Lodge could be established. *

Here the Master reaches his arm through the golden gate, opens the tab-

® A Jar o/ the anclent Manna, wos setually. preserved, end used in Mark-Lodges, an
fur dows 8 AL gears afler the Christian ern; but no one i his sober senses, will doubt
that the i v, wsed in modern Mark-Lodges, s of modern production.
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ernacle, and takes tharefrom a pot of manna, and presenting a moracl of it
to the Candidate, in a silver spoon, procceds as follows:

Master. “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidilen Manna,™
gaith the Lord: take, eat, and praise His Holy Nawe.

Response by the Brethren. “And praise His Holy Name I

The pot of Manna and the silver spoon are then replaced in the Taberna-
ele, ‘and the golden door is closed; when the Master addresses the Candidate
as follows:

Master. You will now arise, my Brother, and reccive the Mark-Master's
Grasp Havive-s1ox or Distress.

It will be discovered, that the Master cannot give the Sign, without for-
feiting his Oath, not being in *actual distress,” he consequently teaclies the
Candidate as follows:

Mauster. This sign is made, Brother, by raising your right arm in a position
borizontal with the earth, and moving your right fore-finger (the rest being
closed) s0 as to form the letter K in the air, and then a period, or a dot after
it, and then let your arm drop down by your side; you will then raise it, as
before, and with your finger form the letter S in the air, with a period or dot
after it, and then drop your arm as before; and this is the Grand Huiling-
Sign of Distress of a Mark-Master Mason. Now, Brother, please give this
Bign, that the Brethren present may see that you understand it.

OFf nincteen cases in twenty, the Candidate raises his arm to do as
required, when a Brother seizes it, and the Master says as follows:

Master. Liet this be a striking lesson to you, Brother. You have sworn
never to give this Sign, egeept in “actual distress,” and I have done the same ;
which aceounts for my giving it to you verbally; you was about to perjure
yourself, when a Brother stayed your arm and prevented you. Let this
teach you to step forth, and stay the arm of a Brother, when about to

* commit any rash act; and to use your utmost endeavors to keep him from
falling into cvil. Remember your Oath, Brother!—(A Candidate generally
feels the full foree of these remarks.]

It is unnecessary to inform the reader of commen discornment, that t‘:unu
letters, K. 8., are the initials of the A%y Stone—The Candidate is now
placed on the opposite side of the Temple, with his face fronting the Master,
who thus addresses him:

Master. Brother A. B., you have now arrived at a station wttnined but
by few of your Tirethren,* and it is your embounden duty to guard against
all immoralities in your life and conduct, which might prejudice the world
against our excellent Institution, or serve as an apology to your Brethren
of ‘a lower Degree, for following your example. You will alloviate the suf-

T This aharge hus been handed down from very remots tUmes, when, wo :ln-ﬂal. 1t war
brue. Very mary are admitted to this Degree in modern days— very many mote thap
" wrofil by tha excellent lossons they receive.
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ferings of the listressed, by contribating to their relisf 5 Withtn.yote gewer,
and if not, by sympathizing with their distresses. I now biwe the:pleusure
to present you with the working tools of your profssivm.s. The werking tosls
of ‘a Mark-Master Mason, are the Chisel and Malles, ‘wldel: are Yhus
moralized : !

The Clisel morally demonstrates the advantages of discipline and educa-
tion.  The mind, in its original state, like the diamond, iz rude and unpolished;
but as the effect of the Chisel on the external coat soon presents to view ths
latent Ueanties of the diamond, so education discovers the latent virtues of
the mind, and draws them forth to range the large field of matter asd
spaco,—to display the summit of human knowledge—our duty to God
end to man.

The Mallet morally teaches to correct irregularities, and to reduce man to
a proper level; so that by quict deportment, he may, in the sehool of disei-
pling, learn to be content. What the Mallet is to the workman, enlightened
reason is to the passions: it curbs ambition, depresses envy, it moderates
anger, and it encourages good dispasitions; whence arises, among good Ma<
sons, that comely order,

@AW hich nothing earthly gives, or can destroy—
The soul's calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy."

The Master now resumes his station in the East, and says:

Muster, Brother Master Overseer, you will take charge of the Candidata,
and -cturn with him to the Lodge in due scason.

The Caodidate is then reconducted to the private room; his Robe is
taken off, and he puts on his own clothes—when be is again talicn into the
Leodge, and the Master, through the hands of the Master Overseer, presents
bim with a lamb-skin, or white leather apron, and the Overseer teaches him
how to wear it, which is simply by tying it on, and so placing the strings by
its geveral corners as imperfectly to form the lutters K. 8., crossing each
other., The Candidate is again placed on the platform, with Lis face toward
the Master, who gives him the following

CHARGE.

‘“Brornen: 1 congratulate you on having been thought wortly of being
promoted to this honorable degree of Masonry. Fermit me to impress it
on your mind, that your assiduity should ever be commensurate with
your dutics, which become more and more extensive as you advance in Ma-
sonry.

“The situation to which you are mow promoted will draw upon you not
only the serutinizing cyes of the world af large, but those algo of your Bre.
thren, on whom this Degree of Masonry has not been conferred : all will be

1—=717858
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justified,in expteiing, your conduct and behavior to be such as may with
safety be imjtated., . . .
In the henorablo-elhragter of Mark-Master Magon, it is more particularly,
your diswy ko endtayor so let your eondudt in the world, as well as in the,
Lm.lgn,' and among your brethren, be such as may stand the test of the
Grand Overseer's Square; that you wnay not, like the unfinished and im-
perfect work of the negligent and unfaithful of former times, be rejected
and thrown aside, as unfit for ' that spiritual building, that honse not made
with bands, eternal in the Heavens.'

* While such is your eonduet, should misfortune assail yon, should friends,
forsake you, should envy traduce your good name, and malice persecute yous;,
yet may you have confidence, that among Mark-Master Masons, you will
find friends who will admiuister relief to your distresses, and comfort.your
afflictions; ever bearing in mind, as a consolation under all the frowns of
fortune, and as an encouragement to hope better prospects, that e stone
which the builders vejected (possessing merits to them unknown) became the
chief stone of the corner.”

This concludes the Charge, and the Candidate is conducted down from
the platform, and takes his seat; and this is the concluding ceremony at tha
conferring of this Degree. If there is no further business before the Lodge,
it is closed in the following manner:

Master, Brother Jabal, are all things in preparation for the conclusion of
our work ?

Junior Overseer, All things are in preparation, Worshipful.

Master, Then let every Brother pregent mark well the entering in of the
gate, with every going forth of the sanctuary, Observe your Master!

+ The Master, here descends from hia station, and proceeds to the Templs,
a8 in opening; and having opened the golden door, while the Brethren all
kneel around in a cirele, lie recites the lengthy parable beginning with,  For
the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a man that is an houscholder, which
went out early in the morning,’ &c., which it is needless here to insert, as

it can be found in Wehh's * Masoxre Moxiror,' page 91, The Master then

holds up the Key Stone and says, * He;'—his next Brother says, ‘Was —
the next, ‘ Blain’;—and so on until the last word is said of which the lettors
on the Key Stone are the initials; and if there be more than cight Brothren

present, the one next to the seventh Brother from the Master hegins over
again, and this method is continued, if there are fifty in the room, until each

Brother has pronounced a word, This is in accordance with the idea held’
forth in the parable just referred to, concerning those who came i * at the
eleventh hour,’ recciving as much wages as those who *have borne the bum-

den and heat of the day." See Monitor, pages 91 and 92, 3
_ The Brethren now all arise, and march avound the Temple, until they
bavo finished singing the, Mark-Master's Sang, which may also Le found
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o the Monitor, pages 93 and 94.  Having concluded the song, the Master
eays:

Master, Brothren, we are ahout to scparate from this Altar of Peace.
May the extended wings of the Cherubims continually remind us of the
unbounded latitude of Masonic Charity. May the Lord prosper our work,
to the honor of bis Holy Name,

Response by the Brothren: * So mote it le !

Master. T now proclaim this Lodge duly and truly closed. May wo all,
my Brothers, eonduct oursclves as men and Masons, until we again assem-
ble around this Altar of Peace

Response :  So mate it bel

Here the ceremony closes, and the Brethren disperse, exeept the Tyler,
whose duty it is'to take due care of the materials in and about the Templey
and to take the Temple itself to pieces, and place them in a box under
lock and key, lest Master-Masons meeting in the same room on other nights,
might see them, and make some improper discoveries.

I might swell out the pages, by giving the Lrcrunes of the sereral De-
grees, but as they are mercly explanatory of the ceremonies here related,
and of certain circumstances connceted with the building of King Sol 's
Temple, T shall only make this work what it purports to be,-a *mEy,” &c,
wherewith may be unlocked the door of the Masonie Temple, through which
any one may enter who will follow the rules here laid down.

THE MEANS TO BE USED BY SUCIH AS ARE NOT MASQNS, TO GAIN ADMISSION INTO
. ANY LODGE OF MARK-MASTERS ON TILE FACE oF TUE GLOBE,

Nothing is more apt to make one’s heart feel timorous, than to attempt
to pass on his fellow-being a falsehood for a truth—or a base counterfeit
eoin for a genuine one; more ially when ted with the subject of
this worle, whieh has performed its midnight rites in sceret conclaye for cen-
turies past, defying, as it were, the searching and scrutinizigg eyes of the
whole world! This timorousness must be overcome before any onc.attempts
to go into a Mark-Lodge. Ho must take unto himself a resolution which
eanriot be shaken off at the door, otherwise he will quake and tremble, ard
have only his labor for his pains: but if be will follow exactly the rules
here laid down, with boldness and resolution, no Mark-Lodge on the Globe
pame refuse him admission, .

" On procecding to the door of a Mark-Lodge, the Tyler ml{ be found
outeide, with o naked sword, as in the lower Degrees. After bidding the
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Tyler good evening yon can ask him on what Degree the Lodge is cpen.
If the Mark-Master's, you ean tcll him you are a stranger,* and would
like to'be examined. ' If you sce an apron lying near, put it on with as much
freedom as possible, and betray o fears or uneasiness—as this would exvite
suspieion. The Tyler will then give four knocks at the door. which will be
angwered by four from within, when it will open, and the Tyler will whisper
in the ear of the Junior Overseer that ‘a Brother wishes to be examined.'
The door will again close, and presently the three Overseers (sometimes bus
two) will come to you from another door, and conduct you into the private
room where Candidates are first taken—when the following will be your
course to pursue: Address yourself to either of the Oversecrs, aud say,
«T am a Mark-Master, and a stranger; therefore I wish to be cxamined.'
When the Overseer to whom you address yourself, will ask, *Where was
you made o Mark-Master ¥’

Applicant. Tn front of the Temple,

Overseer. What was between you and the Temple, at the time?

~Applicant. The golden door,

Overseer. Give me the grand hailing-sign of a Mark-Master.

Applicant. That is beyond my power, at this time, Brother.

Ouversecr. Have you any other sign to dispose of !

Applicant. T have, with your assistance, Brether,

COuverseer. How will you dispose of it?

Applicant. By dividing the ecircle.

Oversecr. Proceed.

[Here give the due-guard sign and elap once, when the Oversecr will do
the same; you will repeat, when he will also repeat, which will complete the
four times.]

" Ovérseer. What do you call this sign, Brother ?

dpplivant. The due-guard sign and elap of a Mark-Master.

Overseer. What further have you to convince me you are a Mark-
Master 7

Applicant. A grip, Brother.

Ouergeer. Give me it,

_ Applicant.—[Tuking him by the right-hand, and pressing your thumb-
nail into the upper joint of his third finger, i, e. the joint farthest from ths
nail]: This is the grip of a Mark-Master.

Overscer. By what name is this grip designated, Brother

Ipplicant, By a name similar in sound to the letters made in the air by s
Mark-Master in distress, accompanied by the grund hailing-sign,

® If yon are known by many, or any of the members, it would be better not 1o apple
for ad.nission excepl justafter you réturn from u journey ; and then sometime previeus
ta the meeting of the Lodge, tell them you have taken the degres during yom o
eenco. e .
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Dverseer. Give me it, Brother.

Applicant. 1 will, by dividing the square,

Uverseer. Provecd, Brother,

Applicant. OS.—Overseer. CHA.—Applicant, CHA.— Overseer. 08—
‘wpplicant, CHAOQS.-— Overseer. Right, Brother Chaos, T greet you in' the
wsme of the Holy St. Mark, and all Mark-Masters throughout the Globe.*

You will then be reported to the Lodge by the Overseers, as a rogular
Mark-Master Mason, and introduced accordingly. On entering, you will
proceed to the center of the floor, and give the due-gard, sign and clap in
full, tuat the brethren may be also satishied you are entitled to the privilege
you huve gained, and then tuke a seat. The examination by the (Overseers
soldom extends beyond what is here laid down—though in some instances
it proceeds to the mew name on the Key Stone, which by this time the
reader can repeat as well as the brightest Mark-Master; but be must
always take especial care, should the Overseer touch on this subject, to utter
but one of the words at o time, and insist on the next one being spuken by
‘the Overseer, should he refuse, which is sometimes done, the more fully f.l‘_’
test the qualifications of a visiting Brother. By adbering strictly to the rules
here laid down, the reader, if sex or age does not oppose, can visit any
Mark Lodge on the Globe, of whatever country or nation, On learning the
Lecture of this Degree, it will be found very interesting and instructive.
Tt is divided into two sections. The first section explains the manner of con
voeating and opening a Mark-Master's Lodge, Tt teaches the stations and
duties of the respective officers, and recapitulates the mystic ceremony of
introducing a Candidate. In the second section, the Mark- Master is particularly
instructed in the origin and history of this Degree, and the indispensable
obligation he is under to stretel forth bis assisting hand to the reliefl of an
indigent and worthy Brother, to a certain and specified extent. The pro-
gress made in architecture, particularly in the reign of Solomon, is remarked ;
the number of artists employed in building the Tdmple of Jerusalem, and
the privileges they enjoyed, are specified; the mode of rewarding merit, and
of punishing the guilty, are pointed out: and the marks of distinetion,
which were conferred on our ancient Brethven, as the rewards of excellence,
are particularly named.— Eud of Fourth Degree.

T This Is Fm];erly the last grip in Masonry ; but since the publication of ¢ Jachin and
Bouz,’ some Past-Musters press their thumb between this third finger and the littin fingar,
and call it the pass-grip of & Past-Master, withont a name, however ; and then pasting
tha thumb along to i third or lust jaint from the end of the little finger, press in the
nofl and call it Chibbilum, Thisis only practiced among a few modern Musons, snd doea
vot belong to ancient Musoury -
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FIFTH DEGREE OF MASONRY.

m MCDE AND MAXNER OF CONFERRING TIZ DEGREE OF PAST- MASTER MAZON ON
A CANDIBATE—IT LEING THE FIFTHl DEGREE OF MASONRY; TOGETHER wiTH
THE MEANS TO BE USED BY SUCIL AS ARE NOT MASONS, TO GAIN ADMISEION
INTO MIWY LODGE OF PAST-MASTELRS ON THE FACE OF THE GLOEE,

Tins Degree will be found very uninteresting to the general reader, as it
merely r lutes to the regulation of Lodges, the mode  f laging corner stones,©
installing officers, constituting new Lodges, ceremonies observed at I'un_er:nlﬂ,
eonsecrations, &e. &e.; the principal part of which may be found in Webb's
Monitor, from page 94 to 145.

As it would }m folly to present to the public what ia already before them,
1 shall merely give the manner in which this Degree is conferred, which will
wnable any one to visit a Lodge of Past-Masters, and seek such forther elus
sidation of the subject as his euriosity may prompt. This Degree is confer-
2ed on every Master of a Lodge Isrnv'inus to his instuilation.

A Candidate about to tuke this Degree, is eonducted into the Lodge with-
out ceremony, and ecaused to kueel before the tabernacle, with his hands
resting on the Holy Bible, in the fullowing manner : he lays his left-hand on
the Teft page, and his right-hand on the right page, letting the end of the
fore-finger of cach hand touch ecach other, with the thumbs pointing in a
straight line across the page, toward each other (i.e. the way the lines run
in the book), and their ends also touching cach other; which forms a perfece
TRIANGLE (with the exeeption of a slight carve in the middle of the base
where the thumbs, meet) as any one may readily discover, by placing his hands
in that situation. Tn erder to form as perfect a triangle as possible, the fin-
gers adjoining the foremost ones, i. e. the second fingers, and the two long-
et on the hands, are kept close to the fore ones, fram the roots to the ends,
and the ends of these longest (which reach somewhat further than the fore
ones), must be suffered to barcly graze ench other, tuking care also to press
the ends of the thumbs together until the end of each nail meets, In this
situation, the Master administers the following

OATH.

*[n the name of God, and the Moly Praphets, T solemnly swear, that 1
will racoznize no Brother, as Past-Master, exeept e first prove himaelf such
by the rriasate of Trori; and that T will keep inviolate the sign and woris
of & Paat-Master, except when in the presence of those only who are legally
in posseasion of the same, and then only, exceopt by the Triangle of Truth, Ta
the name of (lod, and the Holy Prophets!”
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This oath being taken, the Candidate is told to arise, when the Master ad-
dresses lim thus:

: 'iBruther—Previmrsto your investiture, it is necessary that you should
signify your assent to those ancient charges and regulitions which point ous
the duty of a Muster of a Lodge.”

The Master then reads a summary of the ancient charges, to the Candi-
date, as follows:

. “I. You agree to bea good man and true, and strietly to obey the mora,

.

“II. You agree to be a peaceable subject, and cheerfully to conform to
the laws of the conntry in which you reside. b

“IIL. Youpromise not to be concerned in plots and conspiracies against
government, but patiently to submit to the decisions of the supreme legisla
ture.

*IV. You agree to pay a proper vespeet to the civil magistrate, to work
diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men.

“V. You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers 'and patrons of
the order of Masonry, and their regular suceessors, supreme and subordinate
sccording to their stations; and to submit to theawards and resolutions of
your brethren when convened, in every case consistent with the constitutions
of the order.

“VI. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, and to guard againss
intemperance and excess.

“VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and behavior, courteous ro
your Drethren, and faithful to your Lodge,

“VIII. You promise to respect genuine Brethren, and- to discountenance
impostors, and all dissenters from the original plan of Masonry.

“IX. You agree to promote the general good of society, to cultivate the
sodial virtues, and to propagate the kuowledge of the art.

“X. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for the time being,
and to Liz officers, when duly installed; and strietly to conform to every edwe
of the Grand Lodge, or gencral assemUly of Masons, that is not subversive
of the principles and ground-work of Musonry.

“X[. Youadmit that it is oot in the power of any man, or hody of men,
to make innovations in the body of Masonry.

“XIL Yon promise a regular attendance on the committees and commwu-
nications of the Grand Liodge, on receiving proper notice; and to puy attess
tion to all the duties of masonry, on convenient oceasions.

“XTIT, You adwit that no new Lodge shall be formed without permission
of the Grand Lodge ; and that no countenance be given to any irregular
Lodge, or to any person elandestinely initiated thercin, being contrary to
the ancient chavges of the order. : ) -

#XIV. You admit that no person ¢an be regularly made a Mason in, or.
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admitted 4 member of, any regular Lodge, without previous notice, and ‘dus
inquiry into his character. b

#XV. You agree that no visitors shall be received into your Lodge with-
out due ination, and producing proper vouchers of their having boen in=
itinted into a regolar Lodge."

After giving the foregoing charges, the Master addresses the Onnéhdnteu
follows:

« Brother A. B.,—Do you submit to these charges, and promise to
support these regulations, as Past-Masters have done in all ages before

oui"
’ Having signified his cordial submission, the Master continues :

“ Brother—in eonsequence of your cheerful conformity to the charges and
regulations of the order, you are now intrusted with the sign and words of
this Degree, which were established by our three ancient Grand Masters ab
Jerusalem a short time previous to the completion of the Temple, with the
fullest confidence that you will keep and preserve the same inviolate,"'*

The Master here gives the sign, which is done by placiog his bands in the
position in which they were when the oath was taken, and raising them so
as tolet the ends of the thumbs, where they meet, rest about on the middle
of the nose, and the two ends of the fore-fingers that meet, on the head direct-
1y over the forchead; at the same time looking throngh the triangle thus
formed, at the lower angles, at the Candidate; and pronouncing the words,
“TRIANGLE OF TRUTH.”

The Candidate being taught this, the Master says:

“This, Brother, is the Sign, and these the words, of a Past-Master, swhich
yiu liave sworn never to give or receive, except hy the Triangle of Truth,
which is the manner in which you receive them; nor then, except when only
in the Prosence of Past-Masters,”

The Master now forms the triangle again, and raising his hands as dsw
seribed above (the Candidate being taught the same), looks through at the
Candidate, and says:

‘Brother—T now behald you within the Triangle of Truth—and may the
All-Seeing Kye ever thus find you.'

The Master then takes his station, and delivers a charge almost the same
ns the one addressed to the Master at his installation, which may be found
in the Monitor, pages' 121 and 122, and which it is needless here to tran-
seribe. ‘The Candidate is then presented with a 77 ianale, whicl is his pes
euliar umnnm. and takes his seat, There hemg no other business, the
Lodge is then closed.

This Degreo is conferred upon many who have not taken the Mark Da

* By n reforance to the Monitor, page 114, it will be seen that this languuge s m
the sama as that used at the Installation of & Muster of a Lodge, "
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gree, ns all Masters of Todges (T now mean Master's Lodges), must receive
this prior to their installatjon; but no one can progress farther than this
Degree without first taking the Mark: and in fact this Degree seems more
properly to belong to the lower Degrees than to the higher ones—and T am
inclined to think, that, anciently, this was counted the Fourth Degroe,
although T haye no Masonie authority for so believing, or a single second {0
such a belief, that T am aware of. The Lecture of this Degree is dividd-
into five sections, the leading features of which may be seen in the Monitog
from page 96 to 145.

THE MEANS T0 BE USED BY SUCIT AS ARE NOT MASONS, T0 GAIN ADMISSION INTO
ANY LODGE OF PAST-MASTER§ ON THE FACE OF TIE GLOEE.

It is a very casy matter to enter a Lodge of Past-Masters, if you have
the sign correctly, as that is generally all that is required. Sometimes the
words are resorted to, and lest the readsr might not fairly understand the
ceremony to be performed, I shall here lay it down so plainly that he cannot
fil to understand it.*

You will proceed to the door of the Lodge, which you will find gnarded
by the Tyler with a drawn sword, as in the Mark Degree, and on requesting
to be admitted, he will give five knocks at the door, which will be answored
by the same number from within; when the door will be opened, and the
Tyler will whisper your request to the Brother who opens it, when the door
will again be elosed, During the interval, you can ask the Tyler on what
Dogree the Lodge is open; and if he says the Fifth, or Past-Master's, you
will ‘proceed as fullows, when the person sent out to examine you, has con-
.ducted you into the private room, as stated in: the last Degree: ]

Applicant, T am the Past-Master, and wish to enter this Lodge of Past-
Masters.

Pagt- Master. How am I to know you are such?

Applicant. By this.  [Here place your hands before. you, as when the

soath is taken;]

Last- Master, Have you anything more, Brother ? :

Applicant. T have. [Here raise your hands, as before stated, and looking

Athrongh the triangle; the Mason will say],

Pust- Muster, What is that, Brother ? E s

Applicant. The Trinugle of Truth. [Here bring your hands down with
a flap ¢n each thigh.]

# 1 purpose, in the second edition of this worl, to provide plates, us I find it a yory
diFienlt matter (o describeall the nicetivs accompanying the Signs, in writing 1 shosld
aave ;;,-n'}id,_d ‘thom for this edition, but [or the fear that the engraving of them might
load r.éény duﬁ’u‘gu_nu, which wou'd be u_dzx::ucllve event
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The Mason will then be fully satisfied, and introduce you into t:be Lodge
when you will proceed to the middle of the floor and give the sign above-
named, that the Brethren muy be convineed of your claim; but by all means
avoid pronouncing the words av the time. ¥ou will barely raise your hands
to your eyes, preserving the triangle, and then letting them drop on your
thighs with a flap, take a seat.

SIXTH DEGREE OF MASONRY.

THE MODE AND MANNER OF CONFERRING TIE DEGREE OF MOST EXCELLENT
MASTER-MASON ON A CANDIDATE—IT BEING THE 'sux'm DEGREE OF MASONRY §
TOGETIER WITH THE MEAKS TO BE USED DY SUCIL AS ARE NOT MASONS, TO GAIN
ADMISSION INTO ANY LODGE OF MOST EXCELLEST MASTERS ON TIE FACE OF THE
GLODE.

Axcievriy, none but the meritorious and praiseworthy; none but those
who through diligence and industry had progressed far toward perfeetion;
none but those who bad been seated in the Oriental Chair* by the unavi-
mous saffrages of their Brothren—ivere admitted to this Degree of Masonry.
In its original establishment, when the Temple of Jerusalem was finished,
and the fraternity celebrated the cap-stone with great joy, it is demonstra-
ble that none but those who had proved themselves complete masters of
their profession were admitted to this honor; and indeed the duties ingume-
bent on every Mason who is accepted and acknowledged as a Most Excellerit
Master, ave such as rendor it indispensable that he should have a perfeet
knowledge of all the preceding Degrees.

A Lodge of Most Excellent Masters is opened as follows: The Brethren
form themselves into an oblong square around the temple (on which is
placed a golden tabernacle, with staves by which it can be earried), as in
the Murk Dogree, all standing and uncovered: when the Most Excellent
Master presiding says: * The earth is thie Lord's and the fullness thereof;
the world, and they that dwell therein.'

The Brother next bim says: *For he bas founded it upon the evas, and,
established it upon the floods.

The next Brother proceeds: *Who shall aseend inte the Lill of the Lord!
and who shall stand in Lis holy place #

* The Orienta’ Chair was the one used by King Solomon when he presidod es Grand
Master, which was lost at the destruction of Jurusalem. We learn by o Masonie tradltion
contabned in the leetars of tils degree, that  this ehair was of mossive gold, with ewals-
fous fringe | with silver; aud was lurge enouglh to contaiu three peraons.’”

e
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The next Brother replies: *He that hath clean hands, and a pure Leart;
who hath not Lifted up bis soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.’

Next Brother: *He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and right-
eousness from the God of his salvation.”
| Next Brother: ' Thiz is the generation of them that scek him, that peek
thy face, O Jacob.

Next Brother: * Selah,

Next brother: ‘Lift up your heads, O ye gates,—(here the golden door
ia opened),—* and be ye lifted up/—[here two of the Brethren raise the
golden tabernacle by its staves,* about as high as their heads]—'ye ever-!
lasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in! [Here the Brethren
lower the tahernacle.]

Next Brother: * Who is this I8ng of Glory ¥

Next: *The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle,"

. Next Brother: ‘Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even lift them up,'—
(here they again raiso the tabernacle) —* ye everlusting doors, and the King
of Glory shall come in.

Next: * Who is this King of Glory I

Next Brother: *The Lovd of Hosty, he is the King of Glory."”

The Brethren all together: ‘Selah?

The tabernacle is now replaced on the temple, and the Most Exeellent
Master provlaims the Lodge open, when the golden dogr is closed. and the
Brethren take their seats, There in solemuity in the ceremony of opening
this Lodge, which it is impossible to eonvey on paper. A reverential awe
pervades the breast of every one present, no matter how often he may have
assisted in the ceremony.

If a Candidate has been balloted for, and is in waiting, he is eandueted
into a private room by two Brethren, when a Brother says the following:

1 was glad when they said unto me, Let us po into the house of the
Lord.'—(During the time the Brother is repeatig these passages, the other
Brother is taking the clothing from off the Candidate)—' Our fect shall”
stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that
is compact together; whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto
the testimony of Isracl, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord. Pray
for the Peace of Jernzalem; they shall proeper that love thee.  Peace Lid
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my Brethren and
companions’ sake, T will now say, Peace be within thee because of the house
of the Lord cur God, I will seck thy good.”

By this time (as the Brr:}hcr speaks very slow, making sufficient pauses, be'

® Tho ark, whle it was ambulatory with the Tabernacle, was carried by sfaves on the '
shouldars of the Levites. Thess staves were overlald with gold, and put through goldon
dogs made for them, Prio,, v. I, p- 302
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tween each sentence to give the other Brother time), the Candidate I
deprived of all his clothing except his shirt, and in this situation be ia con-
dhcted into the Lodge, when the Most Ixcellent Master addresses him as
follows :

#Brother A. B.,—You are for the sixth time within the walls of our sacred
tabernacle, and it becomes necessary for you to take upon you an Oath, be-
fore you can proceed further. “Who ghall ascend into the bill of the Lord?
and'who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceite
fully.” "

The Candidate is then conducted to the altar, caused to kneel on a cush-
ion with both knees, resting his hands on the Bible, the same as in the last
degree, except, instead, of permitting the ends of his fore-fingers and thumbs
to barely touch each other, they must now be erossed: i e., the fore-finger
of the right-hand, at the first joint, must erosa the fore-finger of the left-hand
at the first joint—(the joint nearest the nail); and the thumb of the right-
hand, at the first joint, must eross the thumb of the lefi-hand at the first
joint; keeping the hands as flat on the book as possible, as in the past de-
gree; and'keeping the other three fingers of each hand as close together as
ko can, and as far as they can be stretehed from the two fore-fingers, which
are crossed. This forms a figure which is represented on all eseutcheons of
Royal Arch Masonry. In this situation the M. E. Master administers tha
following

OATH.

In the name of God, and the Holy Prophets, T solomnly swear, that the
neorets connected with the Dogree of Most Exeellent Master Mason, which T
have received, am about to, or shall herealter receive, T will kecp inviolate
within my own breast, except I impart them to such as are lawfully entit!.d
to the same.  Further, that I will use all amicable means within my power to
savea worthy brother of this degree from injury, either from himself or avy
othor person. I also swear that T will not give the Grand Hailing-sign of dis=
tress, or words of a Most Excellent Master, to any being in any known world
without first satisfying myself that suoh a person is as lawfully entitled to the
same as I myself am, except in case of great distress, 1 furthermore nwear,
in the name of God, and the Toly Prophets, that I will never suffer to be
wronged or injured, if within my power to prevent, the wife, sister, mother,
or dnughter of a Brother of this degree.  In the name of God, and the Holy
Prophots.”

The Oath being finished, the Candidate is ordered to arise, when he ia pia-
eed in front of the Temple, and the M. E. Master addresses him thus:

 Brother— you again behold the outward sanctuary of King Solomon’s Teme
ple. May tho Lord prepare your licart to feel the beauties within.” ’
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The Candidate is here caused to kaeol, when the Master opens the gulden
door, when the inside of the Temple seems as dark as Bgypt, the lights bave
ing been previously extinguisbed by a Brother—when the M, B. Master
kneels, and proceeds as folluws :

“Then zaid Solomon, The Lord bath said that he would dwell in thick
darkness.  But T haye built an liouse of hubitation for thee, and a place for
thy dwelling forever.” * And he stood before the altar of the Lord, in the
presence of all the congregation of Tsracl, and spread forth his hands.—(Tor
Bolomon had made a brazen scaffold of five cubits long, and five eubits broads
and three oubits high, and had set it in the midst of the court. ) —Now then
O Lord God of Tsrael, let thy word be verified, whieh thou bast spoken untce
thy servant David —(But will God in very deed dwell with men on earth!
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee; Low much
fesa this house which T have builded!)—Then Solomon again spread forth
his hands, and eaid, Lot thine eyes, O Lord, be apen upon this house day
and night, and bearken unto the prayer which thy servant prayeth toward
this place.”

The Most Excellont Master contivues reciting several lengthy passagés,
which may be found in the Masonic Monitor, from page B8, to 152, which
i is useless here toinsert, except such particulur parts as serve to illustrate
thiz part of the ceromony. He at length artives at the following pas-
sage: .

“Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, TIIE FIRE CAME
DOWN FROM HEAVEN,"—here o Brother applies a light to a train pre-
paved for the purpose, unpereeived by the Candidate, which instantly begina
to illuminate the Temple-—and the Master procceds:)—"and consumed the
burnt-offering and the sacrifices; and THE GLORY OF THE LORD
FILLED THE HOUSE!"—By this time the Temple is filled with & purs
blaze of flaming light, it having been prepared during the day with combus-
tible materials for the purpose.  The Most Excellent Master continues: “Axnd
the Priests could not enter into the liouse of the Lord, becuunse the glory of
the Lord had filled the Lord's honse.™

Here the Most Excellent Master and Candidate arise, and walk around
to the north side of the temple, when such Ulmminated figures ave presented
to their sight as it is impossible heve to deseribe or enumerate.—(The Bre-
thren maintain a profound silence during all this'time).—On the south sida
of the temple are scen brilliant representations of the implements pertaining
to the lower degrees of Masonry, together with all the adornments of thas
gide of the original temple at Jerusalem, as described in the Scriptures;
with thousands of other brilliancies too numerous even to name, and whish
geem more of another world than this. On the west side, the setting sun
fs descending behind the hills, in all the splendor of a meridian noonday, and
sther curiosivies indescribable. Getting round to the north, searcely a gleam
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of light penetrates through this side of the temple! This is of DMasonia
ingenuity, and is well understood by all who bave studicd well the three first
degrees.

In front of the temple, where the golden door opens, which faces the eas,
ia seen the reseryoir containing the materials which give this brilliant light;
and by the time the Candidate arrives in front [the Master explains many
of the illuminations as they pass around], this source or fountain head ap-
pears partially exhausted,* and the light becomes partially dim, when the
Most Excellent Master addresses the Candidate as fullows:

* Brother—You discover that the light of Divine love is fading: let ‘the
Divine fire of heaven expand your heart, and revive it.’

After a momentary pause, as if waiting for the operation to take effect
on4he Candidate (who ecannot refrain from certain feelings of his inward
divinity during this time), the light resumes its former luster—which is
done by the hand of a Brother, who governs a secret spring, wholly unoh-
served by the Candidate.

During these ceremonies, which cannot be well described, much less made
to appear solemn on paper (but which are in their proper places as solemn
and imposing as human ceremonies san be made), the Brethren maintuin
almost a breathless silencey .

The Brethren, being all assemblad around the temple, and while the illus
mination is in its greatest splendor, sing the Most Bxcellent Master's Song,
ageompanied witk flutes and other instruments of music; at the same time
marching round, and yet preserving the oblong square in which they first
formed. As this song is in the Mason's Monitor, T shall only insert such
parts of it as serve to illustrate this part of the eceremony. Having sung
the three first verses, while marching round the temple, the Candidate and
Most Excellent Master being now in front of the golden door, they all kneel
with their faces toward the templo (which is in their conter), and sing the
Yast verse, as follows:

" Almiy hvy Jehovah,
Descenu now, and fill

This Loags with thy glory,
Our nearts wia good-will!

Preside at our mectiogs,
Assist us 1o find

True pleasure in teeoning
Goad-will to manlking

® The fawse had a sacred firo which came down from beavan npon their altar of burnt-
offerings, which they did there ever after, until the aestinetion of Jarusalem by tha
Chald inestingmishnoly mainfain: and with this fire only wern all thelr sacrifices
and vhlations made; nnd Noanb and Abilin were punished with dea‘h. for aifering inees
to God with other fire L Lightloot’s Temple-service.) i
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CHORUS.
% Thy w wnom inspired the great institation,
Thy sraesari shall support it, (Il nature expite;
Aund when the ereation shall fall intv roin,
Iis seavry shall rise, THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE FIRE.

At this instant the materials are again replenished® by means of the pri-
vate spring, when & blaze bursts forth, if possible, ten times more brilliant
than any preceding it, and by means of o pulley held ready by a Brother, s
part of the roof of the temple is raised up, when the blaze flames out with such
a vivid brightness, that the Brethren involuntarily cover their eyes with their
hands. The blaze sometimes reaches nearly to the ceiling, T and perfumes of
the most heavenly fragrance imaginable are emitted, consiating of all the dif-
forent incenses, and oduriferous drugs that can be proeured. In truth, ond
might easily imagine himself in Elysiam.

By degrees the light diminishes in brightuess, and the Brethren uncover
:lllt'ir faces and rise, when the Most Exeellent Master addresses the Candis

te:

« “Brother—you have seen a faint imitation of ‘the fire which cometh down
from God out of heaven,” and I beseech you to permit the fire of divine love
t burn with equal fervor eontinually in your own heart. Let your affections
and thonghts eontioually ascend unto the Lord as o sweet-smelling savor,
thereby preparing for yourself a crown of glory, eternal in the lieavens!”

+ The Brethren now repeat the first verse of the Most Excellent Muster's
Song, as follows:

All hail to the morning
That bids us rejoice;
The Temple's complated,
Exalt high esch voice;
The Cap-atone is finish’d,
Our labor is o'er;
The sound of the gavel
Shall hail ug no more."
Here the Key Stone is brought forward by a Brother, and replaced i
the Temple between the golilen eherubims (it having been removed previonsly
to opening the Lodge), the golden door is closed, and thus closes this part of

® Tha holy fire first descanded upon the nlhr ill lhn Lllu.‘:nnﬂlu ut the consserating of
Aaron nnd his sans to the priesthood, and afterward it deseended anow upon the altar fn the
Temple of 2ol ut e ing of thit Temple,  And then it was constantly fed and
miabatained by the priests, day and night, without even suffering it to go out.

4 It iz well known that a few years sinee the Exchange Coffeo House was burnt down
in Doston, and pone but Masons of Lhis degres know to this duy the mannor iu which it
cnught. It was given out that a party who had been playing eards, had loft o candls
burning in one of the rooma, by which it was communieated, but the truth fs, a clmptet
was lield in an npper room, and had srrivod at this very erisia in the ceremony of con-
ferring this degroe, when the fire first took; so the manner fn which it eriginated no lose
gor remaiss o mystery. 1
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the eeremeny. (1 might have previously stated that the insides of the blocks
of which the Temple is built, are thoroughly lined with brass or copper
plates, to prevent their taking fire.) The M. E. Master now says:

“T ghall now present you with the words and signs of this degree. The
tue-guard sign ia given by holding your hands flat before yon, thus—letting
jour tight thumb cross your left at the first joint, and your: right fure-finger
ierossing your left at the same; keeping your other three fingers of cach hand
as far from them as possible.  You will then raise them perpendicularly be-
fore your face (with their backs slmost touching your face), then let them
separate and drop by your side with aflap., This is the:due- guunl sign, and
alludes to the situation of your hands when you took the Qath. '

“The grand hailing-sign of this degree or gign of distress, is this—( here the
Master covers his eyes with hisleft-hand,with his thomb in o perpendicular po~
sition over his left temple) —-and has allysion to the way and mannerin which,
you protected your eyes from the bright effulgence, when ‘the glory of the Lord
filled the honse.’—Aecompanying this sign, while your eyes are yet covered, in
case of great distress you are allowed to pronounce the words, * anp Tire atory
or ring Lorp FILLED mite wovske!”  These were the expressions madeuse/of in
ancient times, in the Hebrew language; but since Christianity has hecoma
established upon the carth, in many Lodges they teach the Candidate the fol-
lowing in liew thereof: ‘ Evor' Eror! La Ma Sapactumnar!’ or which is the
same thing, in Bnglish,—* My Gop, uy Gop, wity masr 1ion sonsakey me!'
Bither of these expressions will immediately be recognized if there bie a Bro-
ther of this degree within heaving, who will instantly fly to your velief. Thia
last gign, and these words, Brother, you will remember you have solemnly
eworn to give only to such as are lawfully entitled to the same, except when
you are in great distress.”

The Camluhto is then conducted into the private room, and reclothed. The
Most Excellent Master talkes his station, and the Brethren are seated. In
due time the Candidate is re-introdueced, and eonducted before the Most
Excellent Master in the East, who delivers the following

CHARGE.

*Brornzr: Your admittance to this degree of Masonry, is a proof of
the good opinion the Brethren of this Lodge entertain of your Masonig
abilitiea. Let this consideration induce you to be careful of forfeiting, by
misconduct and inattention to our rules, that esteem which has raised you ts
the rank you now possess.

*Tt is one of your great duties, as a Most Exccllent Master, to dispenss
light and truth to the uninformed Magon; and T need not remind you of the
impossibility of complying with thia obligation without possessing an aceu-
rata acquaintance with the lectures of cach degree.

*{f youare not elrealy completely conversant in all the degrees 'herm
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fire wonferred on you, remember, that an indulgonee, prompted 'by a belief
that you will apply yoursell with double diligence to make yourself so, has ine
dueed the Brethren to aceept you.

‘Let it therefore be your unremitting study to acquire such a degreo of

knowledge and information as shall enablo you to discharge with propriety
the various duties incumber t on you, and to preserve ungullied the title now
donferred upon you of u Mcst Excellent Master.
" The Candidate then takes a seat, and the Lodze is closed with nearly the
#ama  ceremonios a3 those performed at opening; which, however unimpor-
tant or frifling they may appear on paper, of that sublime and imposing
nature which cannot fuil to soften, at least for the time, the stoutest
heart. i

The lecture of this degree will be found very interesting, by such ag seo
proper to visit a Lodge and hear it.  The different sections bring to light
many matters eonneeted with the completion of the temple at Jerusalem,
which hLave only been prescrved from oblivion in the faithful breasts of
Most Excellent Masters.  Among other things not related in the Seripturcs,
we learn that at the time ‘ when Solomon hiad malo an end of praying,' and
when 'the fire came down from heaven,) one of the head workmen of the tem-
ple who was present, was so struck with ' the sublimity of the scene, and his
mind being influenced with sueh’ a reverential nwe, that he was transéated, the
same ax Blijah! Tt may scem strange that his disappearance was not
naticed by the surrounding thousands, and the circumstance handed down
in the Seriptures; but the probability is that the spectators were so awed
'b],- the grandenr of the scene, that they took no note of aught clse that
transpired.  The workmen of the temple all stood in one group, and this
Brother was seen to aseend until fairly out of sight.

Tie MEANS TO BE USED DBY SUCIH AS ARE XOT MASONS, TO GALN ADMISSION INTO
ANY LODGE OF MOST EXCELLENT MASTENS ON TILE FACE OF TIIE GLODE,

The czamination at the door of a Must Bxecllent Master's Lodge is very
short, and will soon test the qualifications of a visiting Brother.  On mak-
ing. your request known to the Tyler, us in the last degree, two Irothers
will be sent out to examine you; and being conducted into the private room,
you will say—(nddressing yonrself to one of them—)

¢ A1l hail. Most Excellent Masters.”

M, E, Muster. All hail.*

® Thoss acqualnted with the writings of Shakspears willsat once discover thet he
was  Mason.  Not anly does he shaw it . Macbeth, but his Humlet is full of It Ghast.

#Mark ma' ¢ Safe-bind, Safe-find ne," &e.
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Applicarit. T am a Most Excellent Master Mason, ami claim ndmumun
iuto this Lodge.

M. E. Master. Prove yourself such, and yo will be received nnd ace
knowledged. 1

Applicant, What would you have, Brother ?

A B Muiter, A sign,

Applicant.—(Here give the die-guard sign, by placing yonr handa m
before yon, with their backs up, as when you took the oath; with the right
thumb crngsing l,l.le left at the joint nearvest the nail, and the riglll fore- I'u:ge'].
crossing the same joint of the left fore-finger, as explained before: then
bring your hands np before your face in this situation, so that your fingers
—exvept the two fore ones—point directly upward; then let them scparate
and drop by your side, with a flap, )

M E. Master. What sign is that, Brother? .

Applicent. The dug-guard gign of a Most Exeellent Master. v

AL E. Master. When did that sign originate, Brother?

Applicent. When the first Most Excellent Master took his oath.

M. E. Master. To what does it allude, Brother?

Applicant. To the manner in which my hands were placed, wl\en I was
qualifying mysell to take upon me this degree.

M. E Master. Have you any other gign, Brother?

Applicant. I have, Most Excellent.

af. E. Master. Give meit, Brother.

Applivant. 1 cannot, at this time, Most Excellent.

A E. Master, 1 am gaticfied, Most Excellent Brother, that you are entnl!eﬂ
to admission.

You will then be introdueed, when you will progeed to the middle of the
floor, and give the due-guard sign and take a scat.—End of the sizth De-

gree.

SEVENTH DEGREE . OF MASONRY.

THE MODE AXD MANNER OF CONFERRING TIE DEGRUE OF ROYVAL ATUIL MASON
ON A CANDIDATE—IT BEING TIE SEVENTI, AND LAST DIGHEE OF ANCIENE
MASONTY; TOGETHER WITH THE MEANS T0 BE USHD BY SUCIL AB ARE Noy
MASONS, TO GATN ADMISSION INTO ANY CLUAPTER CF ROVAL ARCH MASONS ON
TIE FACE OF TILE GLODE,

“Tuis degree is indeseribably more august, sublime, and important
than all whicl precedeit; and is the summit and perfeetion of ancicut Ma

sonry. Ttimpresses on our minds & conviotion of the being and existence f.
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8 Bupreme Deity, without beginning of days, or end of years; and rominds
ug o the revereice due to his holy name.

*I'hiis degree brings to light many essentials of the Craft, which were for
the space of four bundred and seventy years buried in darkness; and with-
ot s knowledge of whieh the Masonic character cannot be complete.”

Ieel myself more than ever as standing upon * holy ground,” now I approach
this degree—-this Ve Plus Ultra of Masonry; and almost incompetent to per-
form the tagk before me: yet, if I do not rehiearse all the ceremonies introduced
in this degree (as I necessarily must not, as they of themselves would £1l thip
waork ), [ shall present the main particulars; and such arcava aswill enable
any ane who chooses to visit any Chapter on the globe, when he can see with
his own eyes, and hear with his own cars, the things here related, together
with various other mutters which are omitted.

The Chapter being assemblud, the three head officers take their stations,
which are the same as the Master and Wardeos in a Lodge. These three
officers are, The High Priest, King, and Sevibe. The High Priest is clad
in a blue robe, and is seated in the Bast under a canopy, with a seepher in
his hand ; the King is stationed in the west, and wears a spurple robe; and
the Seribe in the South, wearing a robe of the deepest scarlet.  The Captain
of the Host, Principal Sojourner, and other officers, all have clothing peculiar
to their stations, and are promiscuously disposed avound the Chapter room,
when the High Priest recites the following passnge :

“ Now we command you, Brethren, that ye withdraw yoursclves from
every Brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which ye
reccived of us. For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us, for we
behaved ourselves not disorderly among you. Neither did we eat any man's
bread for naoght, Lut wrought with labor and travel day and night, that we
might not be chargeable to any of you, Not because we have not power,
Tt to make oursclves an example unto you to follow us. TFor even when
we were with you, this wo commanded yeu, that if any would not work,
neicher should he eat; for we hear there are some who walk among you
disorderly, working not at all, but are bugy-bodies, Now, them that are
suen, we command and exhort, that with quictness they work, and eat their
own bread. But ye, Brethren, be ye not weary in well-doing.  And if any
man ohey nob our word, note that man, and have no company with him, that
he may be ashamed.  Yet count him not as an enewy, but admenish him as
a brother. Now, the Lcrd of peace himself give you peace nlwaysi
The salutation of Paul, with mine awn hand, which is the token; so T write,”

Having conelnded, the. Companions all kneel, when the I, P. proceeds :
« Great Arohiteot of the Universe, we again appear in thy holy presence,
with a sincere desire’ that our hearts may be free from guile.  Purify, 0
Lord, our inward tabernacle, and grant that our warks may redound to the

glnrly of't!lg Holy Name.” Response : ‘So mofe it b I
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The . P., King and Seribe now descend from their several stations, and
approach a New Temple which is placed on the middle of the floor, and
ohout four times the size of the one used in the Mark, and M. E. Master's
degrees; when the H. P. repeats the following:

“ Tor thus saith the Lord of Hosts, Yet once, it is a little while, and 1
will shake the heavens, and' the earth, and the sea, axd the dry land; and [
will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come, and I will
fill this liouse with glory, The silver is mine, and the gold is mine—The
glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, and in this
place will T give peace. Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto me,’
gaying, The hands of Zerubbabel have lid the foundation of this house,
his hiands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of Hosts
“hath sent me unto you. TFor who hath despised the day offsmall things? fer
they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the bands of Zerublubel with
those seven.' (This is an ancient prophesy, and bas allusica to the
rebuilding of the second temple, after the destraction of the former one,
which is represented to have tale place in this dogree.)

The Companions now move in solemn procession around the Lample, until
the H. I, has delivered a lenzthy passage from the Seriptusin, at the end
of which, he proclaims the Chapter open, when the oficers tuke their sta-
tions and the Companions their seats.

The.Chapter Leing opened, and a Candidate in waiting, be is conducted
into'the private apartment by three of the Companions, and livested of all
his elothing, save his shirt, when one of them says, * Naked* you cameinto
the world, and naked you must return””  He then desives him to tako off
his sliivt, and put on ‘Phe apron of fiy-leaves’t  The apron is lying befora
the Candidate, and the three Companions having turned their backs, he
gtrips off his shirt and girds on the apron as requested. A pair of Oriental
Slippers are then put on Lis feet, which complotes his preparation for this
sublime degree. 3

These slippers are somewhat curioas, and as many will read this work who
will never visit & Chapter to see them, particularly females, T shall attempt
8 partiu] fluscri[ltinn of ‘them. Thu_',‘ are woven tugr_-l.lwr without a senm, in

" @ Man, hefore he transgression, wos weked, nnd yet not ashomed.  Gew. 1i. 25. But
after,'ho know he was poked. Gex, il 7=11. Soul being naked, prophosicd with the
Frophets, 1 Sam xix. 24, 4

t Thisapron iscomposed of ronl lenves, and §5 intended to represent the ono worn I'Y
Adum in the garden of Bien, after he had partaken of the forbidden frult. Tt reaches
entirely around lim, nnd descends nearly to the knees, so that no very mutarial breach of
maodesty fs nuade: and yot, whit moiest lady (who is often henrd ruiling bguinst tho Ma-
gons for thelr notadmitting hier sex), would willlngly be present st this eoremony; much
doss, have it performed on horself ! Tn my travels nmong the Indinns, I have soen whole
patlons duly prepared, in their ordinary dress, to be make Royal Areh M-‘!an. Gﬂ:ﬂplh‘
the eubstitution of cloth or leather, for the ivaves of troes.
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rn Chapters; from the bark of the elm tree, split to about the size of |
eommon stoeking yara. Tt is prosumable that anciently they were mannfae-
tured from the bark of the sume tree that afforded the wrappers in which,
Egyptian Mummies were enshrouded and embalmed : but this is more eonjee-,
ture, although there is' no good reason to disbelieve it. The fact that
unciently the same tree produced elothing for a Mummy, and slippers for,
Royal Arch Masons, is further established by the following extract from an
ancientwork on the “Museum of Autiguities” at Rome: y

“On one shelfe in thee eorner of this roome layed a show or slippur madde
of some verie finne barkk of tree, which was verie and extreemlie finne, and
madde entyrelie wholle without seame or linning, and was wraughte verio
curiouslie and witth mutch ingenuousnesse.  They sayed ytt had belonnged.
ancientlie to somme King who had been slayne in battel, and was of sutch
texture as formerlie they wraughte to enshroude sutch menne of greate valyor
that ytt was d d meete to imb in theire tommbes,” e,

These slippers are much longer than the feet, and are peaked at the toea.
. The heel of each forms two right angles of a square, and is not circolar, as
other shoes. They are ornamented all over so as partially to resemble tho
Indian Moccasing, which are decorated with quills of the porcupine, but with
this difference : the glippers used in a chapter are arnamented with gold and
gilver tinsel, forming the ancient hieroglyphics of the Bgyptians, which some
pretend to understand and explainj whereas the Indian moccesin is merel ;
ornamented in the ordinary deapery style. But to our subject.

During the time the Candidate is in preparation, the companions within
the Cliapter prepare the room for his reception in a manner which will be scen
after liis introduction.  All things being in readiness, heis taken in by the
three ¢ompanions, when the first thing that meets his eye is a large Arch
situated directly over the temple,* and reaching nearly to tho ceiling.  (This
arch is composed of several pieces, which are kept in a large chest under
loek and key, that thoy may not be seen by Brethren of a lower degree; and
when used in the Chapter, are fastened together with serews.)

Tn the center of this areh, i. e. where tha key stone is usually placed, it ia
discovered that the key stone is gone, and consequently the arch meets toge-
{her in sucha manneras to make it irregolar. The Candidate is then, by
inoana of a Jadder of seven rounds, conducted up to the center of the arch,
which ia opened, and he'is placed in' the opening instead of the key stone,
sath his face fronting the Bast,} and his arms extended along over the arch

* This temple is about four times as large os the one used in other degrees, and iscapa.
ble of ining five or aix |
4 Sneaking of the moda of hip tanght by Z ter and his digeiples, IT. Prid
p 380, sys, * But this was not 8 new institution of his: We find In Ezekiel, v. 16,
where it fs related, that the prophet Being carried ina: vision te Jerusalem, saw, among
sthor things, *about five and twenly men standing between the ovorch and the
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In opposite dircetions. ~ (The two ends of the arch, at the opening, coms
close under his arms, which gives the appearance that the arch is whole, and
passes directly through his boly.) His feet are permitted to rest on the
roof of the temple beneath, although T have known very short men compelled
to support themselves, during the whole ceremony, by their arms resting on
the arch. This was the intention and custom, originally, but for severa]
centurics past it has been found so very severe on the Candidate, that the
other mode has been adopted. Tts intention was to teach those who should
be exalted to this degree, * patience and long suffering” in the couse of
truth. When a very short man takes this degree, blocks are furnished for
hig feet to rest upon, but this practice was unknown in ancient times; and
many enlightened Masons question the propriety of it in our days.

In this situation, the High Priest addresses the Candidate as follows:

“ Most Excertent Brornmn—Yon are now placed inthe situation in which
all Royal Arch Masons have been placed, previous to receiving this sublime de-

n')'

The H. Priest then administers the following

AFFIRMATION *

“Tn the name of the EVERLASTING GOD, the Holy Prophets and
Evangelists, I do most solemnly affirm, that the degree of Royal Arch Magon,
or any part thereof, ghall never be communicated by me to any person or
persons in any known world, except to such as have taken upon themsclves
the degress of Bntered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, Master, Mark-Master, Past-
Master, Most Excellant Master, and Royal Arel Mason (except T am prosi-
ding as High Pricst over a Qhapter, in which case the last named degree
is excepted); and not to those even until T am fully satisfied within my own
mind that they have legally and lawfully received the same. I also solemn-
Iy affirm, that T will nse my utwost endeavors to preserve peace and harmony
among my companions of this degree, when in the Chapter, as well as when
associnted with the world : that T will not injure, or suffer to be ipjured in
any manner, a companion of this degree, if’ within my knowledge and power
to prevent: that the widows and orphans of companiong of this degree, shall
receive my protection and sapport, osfar as in my power lies, the same as
those of my own blood, "Furthermore do T most solemnly affiem, that T will

altur, with Mheir faces toward the east.’—For the Ioly of holiea [in which was
the Sheekinak of the divine presence resting over the meroy-seat and cherubims),
belng on the western end of the Temple at Jernsnlom, all thot entered thither to warship
God, did it with their faces tnrned that way, i e. toward the enst; for that was thelr Kebla
or tlie point townrd which they slwoys directed their worship."
® No Roynl Arch-Mason is allowed to swear, cither in the Chapter or a Court of
3!
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Bot give the Grand Hailing-Sign and Words of a Royal Arch Mason; ot any
or either of them, except when in danger of my life, nor then, except I have
substantial rensons to believe a Rayal Arch Mason is within hail, who can
save'it,  Furthernore, that in my intercourse with my Fellow-men, T will be
upright and just, and never be guilty of any act which shall sully the dignity
of my profession, or forfeit the respect and veneration due to this sublime
Institution, In the name of the Everlasting Crod, the Holy Prophets and
Evangelists.”

* This constitutes the affirmation of 2 Royal Arch Mason. The High Priest
now vecites the following:

“Bupreme Architect of Universal Nature, who, by thine almighty word,
didst speak into being the stupendons Arch of Heaven, and, for the instrue-
tion and pleasure of thy rational creatures, didst adorneus with greater and
lesser lighits; thereby magnifying thy power, and endearing thy goodness
anto the sons of men: we humbly adore and worship thine unspeakable per-
fection. We bless thee that when man had fallen from his innocence and
his happiness, thon didst still leave unto him the power of reasoning, and
capacity of improvement and pleasure. We thaok thee that amidst the
paing and calamities ‘of our present state, so many means of refreshment
and satisfaction are reserved unto us, while traveling the rugged poth of life.
Especially would we at this time render ther our thanksgiving and praise for
the institution, a2 members of which we are at this time asserabled, and for all
the pleasures we have derived from it. We thank thee that the few here
assembled before thee, have been favored with new inducements, and laid
under new and stronger obligations, to virtue and holiness. May these
obligations, Oh blessed Father, have their full effect upon us, Teach us,
we pray thee, the true reverence of thy great, mighty, and terrible name
Inspire us with a firm and unshaken resolution in our virtuons pursuits.
Give us grace diligently to search thy word in the Book of Nature, wherein
the duties of our high vocation are inculeated with divine anthority. May
the solemnity of the cer ies of our ingtitution be duly infpressed on our
minds, and have a lasting and happy effect upon our lives. May all thy
sniracles and mighty works fill us with the dread, and thy goodness impress
us with the love, of thy holy name. May Aoliness to the Lord be engraved
on ull our thoughts, words, and actions. May the increase of piety aseend
econtinually unto thee from the alter of our hearts, and burn, day and night,
s g gacrifice of a sweet-smelling savor, well pleasing unto thee. And
gince sin has destroyed within us the first temple of purity and innocence,
may thy heavenly grace guide and assist us in rebuilding o second femple of
refsrmation, and may the glory of this latter hour be greater than the glory
of the former.  Amen.”

Responsc: “So mote it be I .
The conter picces of tho 4 th on which the arms of the Candidate are
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resting, are now removed, and the Candidate is told to sufey Ais armale
make their own motion; and as the center pieces are both removed at the
sume time, his arms, of course, drop by his sides with a flap; and this is the
due-gaard sign of a Royal Arch Mason. Perhaps this is the most proper
time to instruct the rveader in this due-gnard sign: You will extend your
arms in about the same direction from your body as thongh yon had a barrel
under each, though not suffér your fingers to point quite so muel toward your
body as you would in that case;—then bring them down with a flap to your
sides. ~ This is the due-guard sign of this degree, and alludes to the sitna-
tion of your bands and arms, when you took upon yourself the affivmation
of a Royal Arch Mason; which was, with your arms extended. from the center
of the arch, loward ils base, in a cireular direction. It will be scen that if the,
arms were not attached to the shoulders, but passed directly through them
and joined in the middle, a perfect arch would be formed. Care must be
taken to prevent any sudden bend in the elbows, but let them form o gentla
eurve, so as to resemble, as much as possible, an arch.

The Candidate is now standing on the top of the temple, and the Royal
Arch is removed a foot or two back to give him ample room, when tho High
Priest recites the following passage:

I will bring the bliad by a way that they know not; I will lead them in
paths that they bave mot known; I will make the darkness light before
them, and erooked T.i:ings straight : These things will I do unto them, and,
will not forsake them.”

Here the High Priest descends from his station, and approaches the tom-
ole, when by means of the ladder of seven rounds, be aseends and standa hj
the side of ilia Candidate;* when hie opens a trap door which the Candidate
has not before discovered, and descends, desiring bim to follow, Teing now,
within the temple, and the trap door closed over their heads, the High Priest
proceeds as fullows :

# And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God ealled unto lnm,
owt of the midst of the bush, and said,—here a companion without the templa
says,  Moses, Moses '—when the High Pricst answers, * Here am 1.0 Tho
High Pricst continues: ‘And he said,—here the compenion without HRYS,
* draw not nigh hither: Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where-

on thow standest is holy grownd.’  Here the High Priest takes off Lis shoes,
snd teaches the Candidate to do the same. The High Priest conb'nuen =

Morcover be said,'—here the companion without (who is the capf.mn of the
hoat), saye, ‘T am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the (fod of
Isaae, and the Gad of Jacob,” The High Priest now says,—‘and Mosm
hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon :rd P J'Uq sa they hide lhpu

® Lhree generally taka this aegree on the same wlllulu[ ek e of the ceremom
\ s newor performed on more than ane atn e

¢4 Stilo, or Shiloh,—(Hebpew ), putting of” one . woane



MASONRY ILLUSTRATED. 451

faces with their hands, and then withdraw them again.) They wow, seat
themselves on stools with cushions fringed with gold, when: the Iigh Priest
pddresses the Candidate as follows:

“Mosr Exceriext Brorner—You hnve now arrived within the !empla
of the living God. Let us bow down our faces to the ground and worship
the Liord; who is strong and mighty,” (Here they bow their faces to the
ground.)  “O thou who didst aforetime appear unto thy servant Moses in:
Aame of fire out of the midst of a bush, enkindle, we beseech thee, in each ox
sur hearts, a flame of devotion to thee; of love to cach other, and of chnril.};
ta all mankind.”

(L should have ,reviously stated, that after the trap door is closed om
lhcr.r heads, the only light admitted within the temple is through a trans-,
parency on the east side, resembling the rising sun; but as this is only.
admitted through oiled paper, it affords but a dim light, and gives every=,
thing around them a gloomy and eonfused appearance: yet, if there is so-;
emuity in any human ceremony, there is in this.)

- They now lift their faces from the ground, and are again seated., The,
High Priest continues; “I now, Most Excellent Brother, withdraw the firat
vaill" (Herenpon he pulls a cord, and the outward porch of King Solomon's
Temple is presented to their view, most brilliantly illuminated, with, the;
various Masonic implements used in the first degree; rough andperfact
ashlers, squares and compasses, twenty-four inch gauges, common gavels
Entered Apprentices at their labor, &c, &, when the Master of the first'
vail speaks from withaut, yet through a tube, which makes his voice sound,
within the first vail :—* Son of man, mark well the entering in of the gate!",
Herenpon the; High Priest pulls another cord, which raises the second vail,,
when all the parapbernalia pertaining to the second and third degrees, ap=,
pearin the most brilliant colors.  The worigus orders of architecture, as,
explained in the Fellow Craft's degree; all the emblems which adorn.a,
Master’s carpet; Master-Masons ‘at their labors, &e.;, with thousands, of

other illuminations of the most brilliant colors, and variegated lhues:  Hers,
will: be one which vies in its vivid blue with the freshest violet; and. per-

haps adjoining to it, another which might dispute: superiority with, the lily,)
ip its bright scarlet.  Bat it is impossible ta do justice to’thig part of the,
subject. One part, however, must not be omitted,

+In the conter, through a long. perspectives view of the middle ehlmbu
beyond: it, however), is' scon ‘the Sanctum: Saustorum, or Holy of Jiolietis
King Hiram is seen lying prostrate on the floor, surrounded by severaliof «
his Brethren, weeping. A coffin lies by his side, with the. circle of Jotters,
on it, as explained in the Mark degree. On the right, a large pedestal, or rathee
monument, with thewords ‘VIRTUE AND INTEGRITY" on itsfront; and
on the left, death’s'skull and cross-bones, with a bright flower flourishing direetly
dvar'it, ButTfind these things cannot he ‘intelligibly cum’c}gd on pl‘?&.'

H
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% After they have ‘viewed tliese transparcrivics a few moments, the Master
of the sccond vail speaks through a tabe, *Imitate the virtues of l]‘]'m'hd
Tonocence I"—The High Priest here withdraws the third and last vail; and
Bore T 'feel myself wlm]]y incompetent to convey even a faint idea of tke TJ_um-
he-l presented to view : I shall attempt, however, the more important,

“In the enter of the panorama, is a magnificent Royal' Arch, illuminated
with all the variegated hues whish human ingennity can invent. Tlhousands
of stall glasslamps, of all eolors imuginable, are suspended on either side from
the center. * The blaze is so dazzling, thut the eyes have often been injured
to that degree, as to render it necessary towear goggles after viewing it.  Ta
the center of'this arch is séen a human being, in the same situation the Can-
didate was placed a short time before; and the surrounding brillianeies give
a lustre to the whole scene, too vivid for the mortal eye to behold: By ma-
chinery prepared by ingenious Masons, the man in the center of ihe arch
is'seen gradually to aseend, and a proper Key Stone takes his plaes, and ap-
pears firmly fixed. On the stone are the circular letters, and as the man as-
cends to' give it room, he is distinetly heard to say, * Fe That Was Slain
Boars To Kindred Spirits;” but in fact, these expressions are wade by the
Master of the third vail, through the tube; but the illusica is =0 complete,
that one can imagine Lie sees the lips move.

" Batisfied as T am that I Wave presented but a viry iirperfect picture of
this part of the eeremony, T shall willingly withdraw feum this “hely gound ™
The Tligh Priest now drops the seene, and the sino glimmesing sun entor-
ingon the east side, is the only light they receiva. The Tizh Priest now
aseends the ladder of tlie seven rounds (which was t4%en from the outside and
placed down through the trap door, before they descended}, desiring the Canl
didate to follow; aud in a few minutes, having put o their shoes and rl:j')i'
pers, they are again standing on the top of the tennle, surrounded by 4l the
companions present.  This seems to the Candidate Iice emerging from a world
of spirits into a world of mortals; and in truth the sudden transition is such
#8'to make an impression on the mind which ean never be removed.

The Candidate is again cxalted to his station in the Areh* with his face
toward the enst, when the High Priest withdraws tho Ludder, and plumnn it
on the outside ‘of the temple, d Is, and proveeds to bis station in the
east, when he addresses the Candidate as followa: :

“#'Most Excellent Brother—You are now entitled to a full explanation of
all'the arcana upon'which this degree is fourded.  We learn by & Musarie
. tradition that at the time Adam was created fran the dust, on the very dag'
of his crention, as he was seated on a little emivence under the shade of &

' A very beautiful representation of the Candidute in his present situntion fn the nrahy
executed by 3 skillful eugraver, lins Leen placed as o frontispiecs in the @ Masoule Min-,
sirel,” and may thero Le sean.  The eng Las, for obvi h omilted to plocs
his artns In thodr proper situation : ] o e
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Bg-tree ‘an angel appeared efore him with a seroll in his right-liand, and
addressed Adam as fullows, fu the Hebrew language: * Lo, Man, beware of
the temptation which will be'offered wito thee, Iam sent by thy Maker te
warn thee from the deatli to which thou wilt beexposed shouldst thon listen
fo other counsel than that which the Lord thy God hath implunted within
thine own bosom: beware, therefore, of temptation. Lo, Man! Look upon
this!" Here the angel unrollid the seroll, which contained Hebrew characters
answering to these in our language.”

" Here, the High Priest unrulls o serall (whieh lie takes from a box which
has the appearance of gold, with some Hebrew characters on it), when the
Candidate discovers, in large letters—" LORD EVERLASTING, EVER-
LASTING LORD!"*—The High Priest continues: * These, eompanion
are the words of a Royal Arch Mason, which you lave sulemoly affirmed
gever to utter, save when your life is in imminent danger, nor then, unless
you have substantial reasons to believe a companion is within bail, who ean
saveit. The sign accompanying these expressions, you will receive in dugs
tht'.

The High Priest now wraps up the seroll, replaces it in the box, and con=

nues :

“Taving, said this, the angel prosented the seroll to Adam. and disap-
Felred from his sight. After the ereationof Eve, Adam related unto hee
the circamstance of the angel, and showed her the seroll; but Eve would not
hearken unto his gounsel.  8he partook of the forbidden fruit, and did eat;
and through her entreatics, Adam also. After this they were ashamed,
and clothed themselves in aprons of fz-leaves, gathéved fram the very treq
under which Adam eat when the angel appeared unto bhim.  You are thus
elad ‘this evening, vompanion, the better to impress upon your mind the
warning given by the angel unto Adam: aud now, in the language of: the
Angel, T cantion thee ta decare of all temptutions which will be presented wnte
thes, in all thy travels throngh the rugged paths of life” 4

Here the Wigh Priest descends, and provceds to the temple, which be
ascends by the ladder of ‘seven rounds, and continues:

“w Aud by obedience to this warning veice, may you prepare for yourself s
Crowy of Grony in the heavens, transeending in brilliant diadems the one
which [ now present you, as spiritual things transeend material.’”

“Tere a companion presents to the ITigh Priest a splondid erown, encir-
eled around with *HOLINESS TO THE LORD,” which he places on the
pead of the newly-exalted eompanion, when all present exclaim, * Holiness
to the Lord ! The High Priest then continues the tradition :

‘_-. Ju Jewish Chapters these words are given in the Hebrew language: « ADONAL
QULEM, OULEM ADONAL" It will be discoversd thnt tliess words read’ the nml
bagkward and forward, in accordance wilh many pussages in the Scriptures wnich
declate the Lord is, * without beginning or ending,’ *tha _fml nud the last,' ¢ the Alpha
and Osegn,’ * without turning, or the shadow of & change,’ &e.
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“This seroll, which the angel gave unto Adam, was handed down frem
father to son, until the building of the Temple by Solomon, and was by him
used when this degree was conferved, to teach Candidates the words of this
degree, which were first given by the Lord to Adam, through the angel. As
these words could not be uttered except when life was endangered, and ag
o part of them could be written or engraved, upon anything movable on
immovable,* this was the only instrument by which they could be taught.
This seroll was always intrusted to the earc of Hiram Abbiff, who so well
knew the importance of his eharge, that, unknown to Sclomon, or any
other person, he cansed a deep vault to be made under the southernmost purt
af the temple, and so completely arched over and covered, that the winsb
penetrating eye could not discover it. . To effect this, he procured lahorers
from a forcign country, and bound them by a Solemn Oath never to divulga
it. . The eptrance to this vault was throngh the wall of the room wherein
King Hiram formed bis designs, previous to laying them down on the Tres-
tle-board ; and the door of the entrance was so nicely contrived, that ne.
human eye could notice any difference in the wall; and it never was dis-
eovered unto this day.f

“In this vault King Hiram deposited this seroll, and never removed il
exoept on occasions like the present. After the death of this worthy Bro-
ther, in the melancholy manner related in the third degree, these 'ﬂru:-uisI
wero lost and were nowhere to be found. Striet search was made in the,
most sccret recesses of the sanctum sancorum, all to no purpose. They
sudden death of Hiram was a sad blow to Masonry, This seroll lay buried,
in darkness in this vault for the space of four hundred and seventy years |
during which period Royal Arch Masonry may be said to have slept.

« Sometime sfter the rebuilding of the second temple by Zerubhabel and;
his Companions, this vault and this seroll were diseovered in the foullowing,
singular manner : i

“ A Lodge of Master-Masons was sitting in a lower room of the templo;
dircetly over this wault,f the floor of which, near the south-sest cormer,
was somewhat decayed; and by some accident a Brother stepped on .
plank which partially gave way; and in saving himself, his frowel rlruppnd-

ERTD

# See Entered Apprentice’s Obligation in ** Jachin and Bopz."

+ Humennry Priveavx, in his researches, certainly guined some knowledge of this “i.
though not the troe, as he imputes to Solomon and King Joesiuh that which lJfIcngn to
Hiram Abbiff: Witness the following : “ But most of them will have it, thut l\ln"
Tosiah, being foretold by Hulduh the prophetess, thut the temple would speedily alter his!
deatli be destroyed, enused the ark to be pul inavault onder gronnd, which Saloman .
foreseciog this destruction, had caused of purposs to be buill, for the preserving of it, i-:
which vaull, they sy, it hath Inin hid ever sinee, even to this day."—Vol. 1, pp. 3034

4 But this is not to bo understood of ita bigness: for the second temple was of the '
mme, dimensigos with the firet ; i being built upon the very same foundations. Cou.W

). & N. Test, I. Prideaux, v. 1, p. 294
Lug
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¢hroigh the upening on the ground underneath the floor. . The High Priest
mow recites the following passages: xd
¢ “For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the eandl
stick, and the talle, and the shew-lbread; which is ealled the sanctuarys
And dfter the vails, the taliernacle, which is ealled, The Holicst of all;
which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid rounds
abiout with gold, wherein was the golden pot that bad manna, aud Aaron's
rod that bodded, and the tables of the covenant; and over it the cherubirs
of glury, shadowing the merey-seat; of which we cannot now speak pare
ticularly.” :

“In that day will T raise up the tabernacle of David that is follen sud
close up the breaches thereof, and T will raise up his ruins, and T will buildis
as in the days of old”

“+In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the
word was God.'”  After reciting these passages: from seripturo, the High
Pricst proceeds awith the tradition: 1
* *This accident eausing a slight interruption in their labors, a part of the
Booring was removed, when the Brother stepped déwn on the ground' té
reach his trowel, when it gave way bencath bis feet, and he was precipitated
to the bottom of the wvault, a distance of full fifteen feet! A ladder was
nuw provided, and eight other Brethren descended with lights, when it was
found that the Brother who had fallen through the deeayed areh; hsd
feceived a serious fracture in the fall, on the top of his head; and baving
his hands elasped together by the fingers, was pressing them on the fracture
to prevent the effusion of blood. He pressed them on so hard that it 'was
with difienlty the Brethiren could remave them. On examining the aparts
ment, a box was found of pure gold, firmly locked, with the key-hole in the
exact form of the letter G, and on the top was engraved ‘Hinax Aup{vi—
Sacnen.”  The Bretliren immediately recollected that a key in form of the
letter G had been preserved in the archives of the Lodge from time imme-
morial, and none of them had known the use of it; ‘and on calling to their
PBrethren above, it was thrown down to them, when they casily unlocked
their treasure, and to their great joy found the long lost geroll, containing
the sacred words: and before aseending thiey agreed that the Grand hailing-
sign of this degree, should thereafter be the one made by the Brother who
Bt roceived the dnjiry ; and should only he giver when life was in dariger;
gbF fhien unless there was'a prospect that it might therdliy be preserved.

“This sign is given by shoving all the fingers of ench Hand between éach
o lengthwise, keeping ‘the Niands flat with the backs up, and each thumb
p‘ofuﬁng dircotly toward your body'; and then raist ‘them in this situation
very slowly, considerably above your hewl (dircetly over it), so as to for
i arclis then Bridg them down on the top of your ead, pressing down
heavy on it, at the sawe time pulling slowly, 86 as in @ ghort time tu let the
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fingers slip from botween each other, and your arms and hands drop dows
by your side with a flap. This sign, Companion, is the Grand hailing-siga
of this degree, and ean only be given as agreed on by the nine Brethren in
tho vault, when it may be accompanied by the words en the seroll.

“ After forming this agreement, the nine Brethren ascended the ladder,
and, acquainting the rest of the Brethren of their discoveries, they all entered
mto a solemn  contract to conform to it. The name of the Bruther whe
received the injury (of which he shortly recovered), was Nebat, who was
evor after complimented by his Brethren for having dropped his trowel
through the crevice in the floor, as it bad been the means of restoring to
the Masonic fraternity that which might otherwise have remained in dark-
aess forever. J

“I have further to inform you, Compauion, that the key of this gnldem
tabernacle, which was in the form of the lotter G, our Grand Master, Hiram
Abbiff, ever carried in a pocket near his left breast—and near Lis learbs
Thus he carried it, when le was slain by the ruffians, and falling on his lef
side, it made the faint impression which was discovered on that part of his
body after it was found. After the ruffians had slain lim, they searched hig
body, anl took from his pocket this key; but not knowing the use of ite
they threw it among the clefta of the rocks at the time they were delected
and taken, where it was ‘fcunﬂ  ghort time after by some Master-Masons
who were examining the spot—who also not knowing the nse of it, it waa
laid up in the archives of the Lodge by orden of King Solomon, where ik
had remained useless until the period when the discovery was aceidentally
made which I have just related to you. . You are now made acquainted with
she principal ground-work of this degree; but in the Lrctone you will dis=
sover innumerable beautie which cannot be made to appear at this time.

* Yon are now, Companion, exalted to the sublime degree of ‘Royal Arvch
Mason.” )

The Candidate is now taken down from the arch, and conducted to the
private room and. reclothed, and then conveyed before the High Priest in
the Kast, who gives him the following [

CHARG E. ?

“Wortny Covraxion: By the consent and nssistance of the maml..
bersof this Chapter, you are now exalted to the sublime and honorable das
gree of a Royal Arch Mason. =

“ Having attaincd this degree, you have arrived at the summit and pers,
feotion of ancient Masonry : and are consequently entitled to a full oxpla-
aation of the mysterics of the order. "

*The rites and mystories developed in this degree bave hoen handed clom;_
through a chosen few, unchanged by time, and uncontrolled by prejudico
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and we expect and trust, they will be regarded by you wita the sams vene-
seation; and transmitted with the same scrupulous purity to your suceds-
#orE.

*No one can reflect on the ceremonies of gaining admission into this
}hee without being foreibly struck with the important lessons which shuj
teach.

“Tlere we are nocessarily Ted to contemplate with grafitude and ' admira
"tion the sacred source frem whonce all eartlily comfurts flow; here we fing
sdditional inducements to continue steadfast and lnmmvnhle in the dis
ﬂﬂu‘gu of otir réspective duties; and here we are Bound, by the most solemn
tics, to promote each other's wellfare, and corre® cach other's failings, By
adyice, admonition and reprdof.

WS it is our most earnest desire, and a duty we owe to our Companions of
this order, that the admission of every Candidate into this Chapter shall'be
sttended by the approbation of the most serutinizing eye, we hope always
to Possess he satisfaction of finding none amongst us, bit such as will
promote to the utmost-bf their power the great end of our institution, By
‘paying due attention to this determination, we ¢xpect you will never recom-
mend any Candidate to this Clapter, whose abilitics and knowledge of the
foregning degrees, you cannot' freely voueh for, and whom you do not firmly
and confidently believe, will fully confurlu to the pnnclpits of our order, and
fulfill the obligations of ‘2 Royal ‘Arch Mason. "While such are our niont
bers, we may expect to be united in one object, without lukewarmncss,
inattention or neglect; but zeal, fidelity, and affection, will be the distin-
guishing characteristics of our society, and that satisfuction, harmony and
peace may be enjoyed at our mectings, which no other society can afford.”

The Chapter is then closed with similar ceremonies to those used at
apening, which it is useless here to recapitulate.  Were I to insert all the
ecremonics and passages practiced and read during the conferring of thia
degree, they of themselves would fill a book considerably larger than the
New Testament—as any one may discover who will visit a Chapter, and
remain present during the conferring of this degree.

The Chapter being closed with sulemn ecremouies, the following prayer is
rehearsed by the Most Fxecllent High Priest:

“ By the Wisdem of the Supreme High Pricst may we be directed, by bis
Strength may we be enabled, and by the Beauty of virtne may we be incited,
to perform the obligations here enjoined on us: to keep inv iolahly the mys-
teries hiere unfolded to us, and ||1-.nr|nl|l_v, to practice all those duties ouf of

* the Chapler, which are inenleated in it

Response : * So mote it be!" * Amen.

The Companions then disperse, and the Captain of the Tost sces that the
Temple, Royal Arch, &e. are properly disposed of; and thus concludes the
ecremony of conferring this degros
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THE AMEANS TO DE USED DY SUCH AS ARE NOT MASONS, TO GAIN ADMISSION 1ND0
ANY CIAPTER OF ROYAL ANCH MASONS ON THE FACE OF TUE GLOBE. i

a0 this degree it is seldom that more is required of a visitor, than bare
“the due-guard sign, 2s it is s0 utterly impossible that any one not having
taken this degree should he in the possession of it; but sometimes a stranger
who_claims admission is taken into the prwate room, and undergoes the
.followmg examinatics :

Applicant. 1 claim admission into this Chapter of Royal Arch M.r
Bons. !

R. A. Mason. By what rights do you claim admission ?

Applicant. By the rights of the Royal Arch. [Here give the due- g\ul‘d
sign as directed in page 116.] _

R. A. Mason. To what does that allude ?

Applicant. To my situation in the Royal Arch, when I was exalted to
his degree. '

R. A. Muson. T am satisfied, Most Excellent Companion, that your dluml
to admission into our Holy Sanctuary are well founded.

You will then be introduced, when, as in the precudm;‘, degrees, you will prn—
«eed to the center of the floor, give the due-guard sign, and thon tske s
seat, —End of the Seventh, and lust Degree,of Ancient Masonry.
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* Tsmaw now reeapitilate the Due-Guard Signs, Gran1 Iuiling Signa of
D“m Words, Words of Distress, &o. of the several ilogrees; which will
give the reader o more condensed view: of the necessary prerequisites vo bib
guibing admission into Chapters and Lodges. = ©

© A DIume-Dasrer places his hands belind him, with the baeks ‘together,
nd bringe thém round together in front, erossing ench other (tho right one
uwppernmost), with a loud ‘clap, four times in succesgion. © This is called the
vk Muster's: Due-Guord Sign and ‘Clap, ' The Grand Huiling-Sign of
this Degree, or Sign of Distress is made by raising the right abm in a horie
gontil position, pointing forward with the' fore-finger (the rest being closed),
and forming in the air the letter K, with a period, or'dot after it, and then
letting the'arm drop by the side with/a flap; ‘agdin raise the avm, aid form
in ‘the ait the lebter's; with 4 period, or dot ‘after it, and 'then suffer the arm
to drop by the side with a flap, as before. The Grie of a Mark-Mastex is
given by pressing the thumb-nail into the upper joiut, or last joint from the
nail, of the third finger of the right hand. Its name is CHLAOS,

A Past-Masten places his bands flat before him, with the backs up,
suffering the ends of his two fore-fingers and thumbs to meet 50 28 to form
a triangle; then raises them to his face 50 as to look through the two lower
angles, and in a few seconds lets them part, and drop by cach hip with a flap.
The words accompanying this sign (on proper oceasions), are TRIAXGLE 0¥
Trori. There was no Grip to this degree, anciently, but some modern Past-
Masters presa the thumb between the third and little finger of the right
Land, and call it the pass or past-Grip of this degree; and then passing
the thumb along to the upper joint of the little fingor, press in the pail, and
call it the Grip of a Past-Master, and give it the name of Childilum, which
name, they say, signifies Triangle.

A Most Exceuiest Master places his bands flat before him, with the
backs up, with the right thumb crossing the left thumb at the joint, and
the right fore-finger crossing the loft fore-finger at the first joint, the other
fingers of cach band stretelied os far as possible from each fore-finger ; he
then raizes them in this situation in front of his face, and then lets them
scparate and drop by his side with a flap.  This is the Due- Guard Sign of
s Most Excellent Master. The Grand HailingSign of this degree, or
Bign of Distress, is given by eovering the eyes with the left-hand, the thumb

pointing in a perpendicular dircction, and reaching along over the left tem-
(125)
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ple. The words azcompanying this sign (on proper occasions), or words of
distress, are .thees+ “AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD FILLED
THE HOUSE;” or, “ELOI! ELOI! LA MA SABACTHANAI!" or,
~MY GGD! MY GOD! WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME!"

A Rovar Aromw Maso raises His arms as'if he 'beld abarrel under each
arm, and biings them down on each side, with a flap. This is called the
Lue- Guard Sign of a Royal Arch Mason. The Grand Hailing-Sign of this
degree, or_Sign of Distress, is given s follows: hold your bands before you
with. their backs up; with the fingers pointing toward each.other; and each
thumb, pointing toward your body; then shove the fingers of each hand
between each other, s0 #s to make them firmly interwoven together; in
thig sitnation raise them slowly over your head, so that the arms thus Joined
together by the hands, resemble an arch; then bring the hands (yet joined)
down on the top of tie head, pressing down hard on the same, and at the
#ame time pulling with each band, and in a few seconds permit the fingers
to slip from between each other, and let. your hands drop down by your side
with a flap, This is the Grand Hailing-Sign of a Royal Arch Mason, op
Bign of Distress; and the words of distress accompanying it (only spoken
when life is io danger), are ' LORD EVERLASTING, EVERLASTING
LORD!" er, in the Hebrew langusge, “ ADONAI OULEM, OCULEM
ADONAIN" ¥ ;

I B @ e o s

BE |



APPENDIX.

Tue outer wall of King Solomon's Temple, was a square of five hundred
eubits on every side, i. e, two thousand in the whole circuit. It was twenty=
five cubits high, measuring on the inside, which was the sizo of all the other,
wallz of the temple, as well in the inner part as the untér, excepting only
that of the Chet; every cumit wasa footand a half. The east gate of the
temple wall was called Shusham, on either gide of which, within; was a shop,
or repository, for the wine, oil, salt, meal, and othier things used in the
sacrifices; with chambers over on either side, Between this gato and
the western corner, upon a jutting out of the mountain, stood the castle
Antonia, formerly called Baris, where the Romans kept garrison to overaws
the temple; from hence the eaptain of it was called the captain of the tem<
ple. (See Luke, ch. xxii, v. 52, and Aets, ch. iv, w. 1) It wasa square
pile two farlongs in compass, standing at a litile distance from the temple
wall, and from which there was a passage by stairs down into the cluistera
at the north-west corner, through which the soldiers ran down toappease
the tumult risen about Paul. (See Acts, ch. xxi, v. 82, and Paul's specch
to the people, same ch., v, 40.) There were two gates on the south side of
the wall, called the gates of Huldal, with the porters’ lodge or chamber over
each. On the west side were the gates Challecheth, or Coponius, and Parbor,
with the porters' lodge or chamber over the same, two gates on either side;
Also on the west side, the two gates of Asuppim, over each of which a room
on cither side where a treasury of the temple was kept; the pile of cach
gate was fifteen cubits broad and thirty high, and the entrance ten cubita
broad and twenty cubits high: and all the gates, as well in the inner parts
of the temple a8 the outer, were cvery one of them of the same size. The
portico on the south side of the temple was called the Royal portico, be«
eaunse of its largeness, for it contained three aisles; the middle forty-two
eubits and & half broad, and fifty cubits high; the other two, each fifty
eubits broad, and twenty-five cubits high, whicl was the size of all the other
porticos of this court. © That on the cast side was called Solamon's poreh,”
hecause it stood upon that vast terrace which Solomon built up from tha
valley beneath, of four hundred cubits hight, which was the only work of
Solomon’s temple that remained in our Saviour's time, and therefore it was
ealled Solomon's poreh, or cloister.  (See John, ch. x, v. 23; also Acts, eh.
fii, v. 11.) The outer court of the temple was the court of the Gientilss,

the outer enclosure of the inner court, being a wall curiously wrought,
(127
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of three cubits hight, within which no Gentile was to enter, or any pollutad
with the dead. The space between the walls of the outer and inner courts
of the temple, was ten cubits broad, and this was called the Ciel. The
stairs on the east end leading from the court of the Gentiles into the Chel,
consisted of fourteen steps, each nine in¢hek l:iigh. The stairs {rom the
Chel into the court of the women, consisted of five steps, eech nine inches
bigh. The gate entering into the court of the women on the cast, was
ealled the Beautiful Gate of the temple, 1 of its sulnp dind
adornments.  (See Acts, oh. iii, v. 2.) The outer gates led to the court
‘of the women—one on the south, the other on the north.  The court of the
women was so called, because thus far the women might enter to worship,
but no further. This court was one hundred and thivty-five cubits square:
There were also porticos around the court of the women, over which were gals
leries fur the women. Under the floor of the court of Jerael, were two rooms
where the musicians did lay up their instruments.  One room called Gusetl,
was where the Sunledrim sat, part of which was within the sanctuary, and
part withont.  There was also a well room, where ‘there was o well from
whenee water wag: drawn fir the use of the temple. Tliree gates leading
into the sanetuary on the south side; the first next the draw-well room was
ffom- thedee called the well-gate, over which was the room' of Aulines,
where the incense was made; the second was the gate of Firsdings, and the
shird, the gate of Kindlings. There was also & dommon fite-room and chist
guard-room for the priests, with a Slone in the middle of said room, under
which the IKeys of the temple were laid every night. There was o roou
where the lambs were kept for the du‘i}y sacrifices, and their skins were
dressed to mnake aprons for the Masons.  The stairs up intoithe porch were
twelve in number.  The entrance into the porch, twenty cubits broad and
' forty kigh. The two pillars, Juckin and Boos, stobd in the entrance bh
eitber side. The huly place was twenty oubits broud; and forty long.  The
Holy of Holies, twenty cubits square, containing: the ark of the' covenaut;
with the two Cherubims, cacu ten oubits high, with théir fases inwards, and
their wings extendod to each other over the ark, and té the walls on cach
gide ; the vail of the temple parting between the holy, and the Haoly of
Holies, which’ was rent in piccessat our Raviour's death. The length of the
templo/from out to out, was one hundred cubits. The highést wing of the
temple was one hundred and twenty cubits, at the top off whicli it was thas
thodayil did set. our Saviour. | (Matt. ch. iv, v.5,) " Tese particulars are ves
lated acconting to the Scriptures, Jovephus, and ke Tolmud; Yy H. Privesux|
D, D, Dean of Norwich, Yo il ‘

s



EXPLANATION.

fiavasa thus completed this Kev, &o., I may now be allowed to gay a fow
words in extenuation of conduct which must appear of the sasess und pLack
#st character, to every wan of any sensibility, and to Rovan Axcu Mazosa
in purticular.  The datter, I am aware, will xeven forgive me; but wll who
do not belong to the institution, be they ever so serupulous of their word
and yet a bundred times more serupulous of their oatm, will frankly and
cerdially acknowledge that I have done no wrong, when they shall Aupe ali,
I have no doubt but the reader has pronounced me & PERIVIED WRETCH,
more than once, while perusing these pages; bnt not quite so fust—lear the
sequel.

I bave said, *In this degree, it is seldom that more is required of a vmwr
than the duc-guard sign, as it is so utterly impossible that uny one not
having taken this degree, should be in the possession of it." I

This is all very true; and it is to this fuct that the reader is indebted for
‘the pages now before him: for were Royal Arch Masons na scrutivizing it
their examination of strangers, as they are in the three fivet degrees, these
illustrations could ¥ever have been presented to the puldic; as it cannot be
suppused, any being eould be found sufficiently base to violate oaris of  the
most sackED nature,—much less could such a being e found within the vail
of the Masonic sapetuary.

Several years since, a person in Boston, not ¢ Mason, chanced to sec ones
whom he knew to be a Royal Arch Mason, give (e due-guard sign, explained
m this degree, to another person. This Masor;, baving given the sign, turned
round and dizeovered that he had been seen Ly one not a Mason, and sceming
much eonfused and embarrassed, fell to making all manner of unmeaning
wigns, which this person, who wasnot a Mason of any degree, rightly cnough
canjec ured were intended to blind bim, and canse him to forget the real and
true sign, which ‘he had plainly sedn with his own eyes.  Jut s, 80:
he harbored (it up dn bis mind, aad rolled it as a sweet morsel under his
tongue, not that he intended any 4l to the Cralt, for he liad always revered
the Institution, but that he had got o glimpse into thut mystic scicnce which
set human serutiny at doflan pe: I need no longer conceal the fact, thatd
avsir, the wiiter of these pages, was that person, "not a Muson.” /

<My friend of tha A degree I saw frequently, but never linted to
him anything of the 87gm, nor, of course, he to e Fhad heard before that
Masons gave cigns v/ben they met the Tyler at the door, which gained them

£
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admittunce; but my ehief dificulty was to ascertain to what particular degree
this sign belonged. This puzzled me considerably, Thingd passed un for sev-
eral munths in this way, without putting my sign to the fest; as T dare as well
eut my throat as attempt, to visit a Lodge or Chapter in Boston, where this
man of the due-guard sign would b liable' to'detect me.  So having some
business in New York City, T thought that an excellent opportunity to try
my sign, and learn if it would pass curreat. Accordingly, on the first night
“of my arrival T inquired of my Jandlord, if & Lodge met in- the city that
evening, and he' told me one did, and that, too, in an upper story of the
house [ sas in! j
This vviher startled me, to think T wazs so near the threshold, which would
&ither gruvify my eager curiosity, or perhaps, cause my disgrace; and more
especially, when the landlord told me that he was then going up, and “would
be happy t1 see me there after sapper.” I determined, however, to venturs
at all Laza:ds, and aceordingly, after supper, T groped my way up into the
fourth stor;, as direeted by the landlord, where [ found the Tyler ini his
shirt sleeve., with a drawn sword. Never shall I forget my feelin,gs at that'
“instant: [ rould have given worlds had T remained down stairs, and Leld
‘my tongae, mstoad of babibling to the landlord about Lodges and Masonry;
but there was no backing out—the stair-way was a very narrow and strait
“one, and I could make no reasonable exeuse, as that of having missed my
way, &e. T accordingly sneaked up to the Tyler, and bidding him a good
tevening, which he very civilly returned, I told him I would like to visit his
“Lodgo.

He then asked me if any Brother could voueh for me. T told him T did not
denow, a5 I was an entive stranger in the plaee; but I presumed that would
eatisfy Lim. [Ilere I guve the due-guard sign spoken of above, and he,
amearly at the same time, gave three knocks at the door, which immediately
‘opened, aad be whispered to the person who opened it, that a stranger wislied
'to be cxaunined, without notiving my sign in the least; and the door imme-
diately clised,

‘Now the truth was, as the rewder may well suppose, T did not wish:to be
sexamined, espeeially after the reecption my sign had met with in the cyes
‘of the Tyler; and I had just begun to say I believed T would eull again,
and lud lnlf turned round, when the door opened, and out popped thres
‘Masons with aprons. on, one of whom, o my utter confusion, 1 instantly
‘recoguized asmy landlord ! This is the gentleman,' said tho Tyler,  who
wishes to be examined,” * T belieye,"—said 1, —* L will eall anofher—+ 0 "' —
‘waid the landlord,—it will take but o minutse;"—and by this time, rather
than be suspeeted of being an impostor for ene moment, T had: sulfered my-
welf to be led:intol the private! room by my kind' Mudlord, for the jurpose
‘of proving myself one, the nedt. '
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*How many degrees have you taken?'—asked the landlord.* I bere
gave the due-guard sign, as well as my trembling frame would permit. Here:
the landlord requested one of the Brathren to leave us for a few minutesi
and he liad no sooner gone out, then the landlord told me that * that Brother
was only a Master Mason, and that T was very indiscreet in giving that sign,
without first being satisfied that all prosent were Royal Arch Musons.” He
then said that all was now eafe, and perbaps it would be as well to examine
on the Royal Arch degree at once, as it would save time, I stood motionless-
At length the landlord asked, “ By what rights do you claim admission 1
Here 1 again gave the due-guard sign; and had T known enough to have first
said ; "By the rights of the Royal Areh]” all had been well ; but I said nothing,
and stood like an aspen leaf. The two stared at each other, and at length
the landlord said, “ To what does that allude? 1 here again, like a fooly
gave the due-guard sign—and they stared at each other more than ever,
and whispered to each other. ¥ ## *+%xxxs % Aj Jength I was permitted
to slink down stairs, pay my bill at the bar, and aepars in peace to seck new
lodgings.

®] have since becomas convinoed that (hey all, the landlord in particuiar, took ms fe
& Meson; and my exposure wes not thels faclt, but my own.
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