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IT is related of Johnson, by bis pleasant biographer, 
_that he said-, ' ,he loved the old black letter books ; 
they were rich' in matter, ihough th«:ir style was in
-elegant.' Deeper read in our early writers, than the 
great moralist, an erudite antiquary of our: own day•· : 
oble"es, that, 'with respect to what is often absurdly 
de11ominated black letter learning; the taste which pre .. 
vails in the present times for this sort of reading, wher
ever true scholarship and a laudable curiosity are fourid 
·united~ will afford the best reply to the hyper.criticisms 
and impotent sarcasms of those who, having from in
dolence or ignorance neglected to cultivate so rich ·a 
·field of knowledge, exert the whole of their endeav':mrs 
to depreciate its value.' The trut,h of this has been 
subsequently attested by the popularity of the author 
of Waverley, who, aided by antient.lore, imparts to his 
scenes and portraits of other times the truth and high 
:fh1ish of Gerard Dow and Denner, and the dignity and 
grace of Titian and Vandyke. Need I apologize then 
for bringing• together the resulis of recent desultory 
reading, intimately connected with that class' of -litera
ture which is especially dear to me from accidental 
acquaintance with it in childhood, and stolen intima-

• Mr. Douce, in his Illustrations of Sbakspeare, vol. i. pref. xi. • . 
b 
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cies, during thirty years of a life spent in ' violating, 
step after step, the circumscription by which the aristo
cratic compasses were again and again, with reluctant 
extension to suc<;~i've great.et dbtknces, defining the 
scope of the knowledge proper for a man of my con
dition!• 

A memorable period in my humble existence is the 
.noduion of tihe ent0ing eilee-.. - 81>1 the 19~ of' 9t:
ceinber 1817, tbe 1-..e Ur<\ Chief:Jus~ Elle•~ 
,ougb o&iser-vtd, that '·Ci~ fir1A:-1ceeie per{Q«a»MOeeJ 
"'"re M.ysteriei or reprcwent.ation&, ef inci.ent,i -ia· Sar 

' 't:red Writ.'· Tlile remark indllCed me-, aboat t.b,ee 
years ago• to. in.quire somewhat oa this· Nabject, M4 
fo -conidquence Qf· a permal; accideut,Uy &imul--.. 
iQas, of the religious Covestr:y Plays or A,fysteriet it1 
the British Museum, ud' ceriain of ·t-he Apoeryph-al 
·Gospels, togflbie11 wiila the .po&Msaion «'-eogta.vings iv 
-0ld masters;, f rt>~ si1~- co.1NDOa le -eaeb+, 1-hattily 
compiled ud • p,u,bl,ished-the- Y«HWIM· eatitled) ' The 
·Apocryphal New Teatameet.' • T-h9Q81uay .. aia ~ 
-pose i-ta prod11cing it was. that .for: which-I-a~ it,w-
. be of use, name} y, to eJt;plain: the subjects of. ,pic~ares 
and prints that ' Jre wit boll\ e1'plauati~- ·from· a-.y • 
other soorce-.,'t and notwitbtta~iitg,I ~ac~ived., taa~ 
'so far as the Goepels wei,t concer•4, i\,woukl ~• 
-garded· as· a WJ>tk ol mere eutk>$ity, yel it waa .. deJc
terouly cooettued, iato& ea&Ue ~f auack. ThAt 4i•r~ 
.ness of the fl1t11rlerl!) in Oc1-r l8il,· r011$ed iue to 
·answtr tlle al!ailaat,and· lsent-a sheet pf ~l1to-tlle 
pressin the following month. T~ 4C<10apany·it._ but 

:,. 
* Foeter. 
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as;•~~~t.pp)>l~at~ the.e13aui,a3 ~- fsplQ 1$ 
t~t~:•~a,i~ w•.~~ act'1aUY .prm.w~-.9ft, •d l 
r~.- ~pr~ £l-Q-.i•tP4' printer f;>f.aix~een p~as IJIQl'e 
~-~~ t~ . tr.A,'1t, J"~ .abr~gm~ot .of.._.y l~i.rr 
SJF.e., ~t, ~~Te aU, dl~$Ubsidenp~ j:,f aiy ,es~nimeat 
into profound .caie~~ for ~e flagitioos fraud, of 
Uaa rEW~n<l.revi~wer; lawi a:_~vigt~p t.bat, ttloae 

"., 1 •~ :q~ali~~ to ~qg~ '.~f l!iJ ~i:titc•~ wo\\ld _s~ . 
iU-~it.y,-d,.t~i~4.me. M:t. to ~,tae.in,pq
•~·, ,M)antf,qu.ig Ul~ • piopo&ied ref~t®• ,~i i1r. 
~• ,tJ;ie ,c\&se o(. las.t .111an~. reooUeCJti~ .. t~. _pQr~. 
ti.GM of ~ Myswie,s ,ip ~- priow~• war.eil9U~s I: 
~i dowu, intending to compJete my notices of •~ 
~,µio~.dramui~ a few ho1us-, aOif. witb\n tQe li-..rits 
th4t. ,l._~riginally a~ig~ .. t~_.JW'•.e~f;;.,, the diiijcµJty 
~wev.er.of wholly reJipq¥~i!lg m.J p~n,.:w.hile,, by fits 
-~ "l\f~" .I ~~ .:~~~J' ~ ~ee'-bly, eula~ged 
~ .propp~d .~blet ~. t~ pr~eiit vo~uqie,. . . 
. Conoertrina the ~Mastmel.!- ll~&d~ re~e,, 
iu. . .b.i1-l:1~3,..Df.-WMWic~~i,e, ,pubtjsh~d in. 1656, 
$bat. ., &fore the, ,suppreasion of t~ mo~t~i~. thi, 
~as ve,my~ .. for.,th, pag•ota th~ w~r~ play'd 
'Pa.-.i», 1JfJ,9IJ;~rJl~-Q.wi#i Da, {ooe. of thekaµc,~e11t 
•'ls} .wbi~ o~~g 11very gr,~at oopflneu~~ pf 
,-p\4!,th"h~ ~..f~r.aJMj.~~ar,,~as of 1po ~ll be
neiuher•: ~~icp,~panb being act,ed with:IPigp\y 
-~ ,m4, r~'fr-,Qt:~ibJ:tfie Orey Frier» •. -Ji~d \hea.tr~ 
for~~ ,ae~er,~ :~ep~f. yery larg• 4pd ~ijlh, . pl~~ 
upon wheels, a~ 4'.-n 1 to ~l .. tilt .~iue~t. ~ts,~r 
tJl~:~•-lq,.- ~~ b~r.ad.~taae,qJ•~pec~~~ ~d 
contain'd, .the sto~y_ o(_the_Qld an.~ -~ew T~~ment, 
coml)Qled in _.tll:e .~1.4 Eoglishe rithme~ as ippearcth 
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iv PREFACE.-' 

by an ancient ,MS. (in ·Bibi. Cotton. Ve1p. D. VIII.) 
indtuled, Ludu9 Corporis Christi, or ·Lrulus·C<lt1enmte. 
1'ha¥e been told,' says Dugdale, 'by some-old people,. 
who io·tbeir younger years were eye-witne!tSeSoftliete 
pmgeahts so acted, that the yearly• 4onfloence ·of peo .. 
·pie >to?see that shew was extraordinary :great,. and· 
yielded'.no smaJl advuitage to this city'.• Th" cele
brity of the ·performances •may·be inferred from the 
rank ·of the audiences.; for, at the festival of Corpqs 
Christi, in-1488, Richard III. Ti sited Coventry to:· see 
the:ptays, and at the same season in l4!n, they. were 
attended by Henry VII. and his queen, by whorq they 
were highly commended. . · · • 
,, While at' the Britisb Museum l made targe extracts 
from the' Coventry Manuscript mentioned· by Dug
dale. • It is remarkable,· that in its entire series of 
ff>rty· mysteries there is not one from the· Apocrypha 
to the Old Testament, whilst there are 'so I many as 
'eight that are·· paraphrases of the New Testament • 
Apocrypha. Transcripts fronnhese paraphrases com
pose the early part of the present publication.· Some 
portions that are. abridged would have beeQ, giT.en 
entire, perhaps, bad l consulted the MS. with a view 
to this use, but there is quite enough to show how 
large)y • the monkish playwright adopted the •curioUJ 
inc'idents~ and the very lang·uage. of the spurious GO'!
pels-a cirq_umstance alt'uded. to iQ the_ r reface to th~ 
Apocryphal, New Testament, -and wµich operated iQ 

'no small degree to the ~etting i~ forth.· , • · , 
• ·c~ncei-iling the scenery, machinery,· dresses, ·and 

• • • , ~ • f f ~ ! • ,. •. . ~ • . . ' : . . . . 

L • • :J)ugdale'i WanricJ[sbire, p. ll6. 
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decorations, • and • indeed • the stage management·• of 
dtese times; little is at present known.• ,Yet.to,what 
Dugdale has ~id of the Coyeotry performances; and-the 
notice from Drake's History of York; M the representa
tions in tbatcity,tmaybeadded an acooant oftheeeat 
Ches~r~ The· Mysteries. acted there, also exist in the 
British Museum aaiong;t-he H"'1eian MSS. They are 
four,and twenty in-11umher, and,were performed b;'rthe 
trading :companies of the city.• ' Every company had 
his pagiante,. ·or parte, which pagiantes were a higbe 
--seafolde with two rowmes, a higher and a lower upon 
4.. wheeles. · · ln,the lower they app&l'.eiled themselve,, 
in the higher rowme they played., being all -open on 
·1ihe· tope,-that: al~ behoalders might heare -and see 
them. ·The places where they played them ·waa in 
every streete. They! begane-first at ibe Abay Gate,, 
-1'tld when the pag~nte ,was. played, it was wheeled to
the· High Cross before :the- mayor,- and so·to every 
nreete;-·and so every streete ·had ~.pagi»nte.,playing 
before:them.,_till all the pagiantes• for the daye ap-

. ·pointed. were played, and when one . pagiante was 
iteere· ended, -worde • wasi• brougbte· from streete to 
1treete, that soe, the-might& come in place thereof, 
,mcedinge orderlye, · and , all- the 1treete1 had their 
·pagiante afore them, all at one time, playing together., 

.. ; ... ,, . 
. . • lriformation, O~l spme of these . points 111ar. he-~pecw,l from a 
fortbcoJlliµg work,.by the gendeman m.entioned (at p.-218.) ~ having 
favoured 1-ii.frienda with a b1blio~niaeal edition of .tbe1CoYenblf 
Pageant of the She,eme~. a'}d-,'.fa.yl~n •... I_ t~ _tb~. ~pmt~_ity ctf 

,~~~i~g, -~ff the ~f Qf. ,t,his .DlY,*rX ia . tptt, ge~~.•~ pro
r.rty; it ia trroneousl1 repr~nted ~herea~er at ~elon3.ing to t~r 
,:orporation of Coventry. • 

t See p. 209-.18. po11, 

.. 
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• se w\lich ~8i was.gr-,at l'aQl'te_ and. abo sc;a•. 
foldes. ,-od ~taees aaa4e in ~-•trades, ia *• :pi..o,,.,. 
wi.eM~: ~liq ~ed ,to. playe ,heir pagiaotea.'• 1 

... B,eapec~ the 111Mltiferm-portio11 of tbisvolome, d.e-: 
aollliaated './Uust,r,ations,' I hBNe ,&g. oi'er iu. eX(lllla 
~- ~,r~ .is en.ousJi for good.natured readers. to 6nd 
~~iqg te. be•• wita,:and aotbillg i.Dtended. to 
dend.1 ,hose teal. I <le&pair.of.~~ lt.ia al~ 
~ akim.We-a"amble 1$Uff/ -w~i.c.la. ,n~ atpnllf ~ •~ 
~baraict,et ~f aii • ~iquarian v•ile.. -,aay .be. aUc>we4 
w. (¥p.cate, antitparian- cenaw:e,. T~r• ifJ ·JiUJa 
~aoce of cohesion ia the para, and. yet ilbeJ 
"1ar<lel,y, r~uir.e ~ore !"-a leisure .to-ad~pt aud coa-. 
~; .,~ra aocordiag; ~ ' 1be rales of the tclMols,t 
-,vjth. ~-f~ ~•r p,-r.ti~s, .an4, QH.ke a bocJk. . T.ljlll 
Jle!J-Bish~ for ~Q,-~hoM, proc,ssi~ at-NiQ~ 
•""~ at:OQrfi{iqg • to- -&r,P't,. ' ,.._ade -tile: people. se 
~:~(.,ke,#pi-.g, t~i& l)~y. t1-e,ery pari,1- ahmc■ 
~~ ~b: SL Nie~••' :is ~ia4ecl- with the:.M,1e • 
teliefi.-·Qf ~be Jlefr~uio.,.-ca( illf:s!' • reliaious.,pJ&,s 
e[tien-taking, ,plaQe ~r~g· his auaul cijpity •. 'J'.ae 
F~a#~ F'O!JU» :ana ea~iaUy tu F~ast t;.lhe. ... 
(fetlll ~ileir-dta._tiq :caa.-r,, aacit c.aebrauon aa E!O• 

-~ ~"'1aAQeSt ..-e ~,u,uy aamisaibla~ '];e 

•Art:hdeacou Roger■'» MSS. Harl. lNS, qeoted in Mt·. 81me1od-. 
f1£ato,y <>f:lJl,liliirt,·(p.~.) In that work:~ il-acopiem 
aottee-concerning the Chester· Mystmea, which· were -performed-for 
tli~· lilt) time :in l5T4-. ' Mr. Ormerod'• information C'OD~ 

WI ,-e_rl~ hi! getreral is iibundlntfy c:unouuiid usefut • ' • • 
A ~ ;"1itt9n 'article ta ·t!Je ·• 'Barly • :Drama;' ,ritb a 'pf~ant 

tlotice er Myd!l'ie., i• contaial!d· in tJaat·atsly ~daetecf .,.._,, · 
the_&,,~ .Rmn,, "fol. i •. 
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w·sureil ha.-e t,opusfAl rnttte ift.tlt•lirtieles on-iht 
C'1tttlcz1 of tie 1H,tity, • and the .Brrtlrl!ff ~ tht4 11,a)tit} 
tviiwt :.tffdtngtdl'; IMtt wh&, po$1M8Biwg • 'DMMkisll 
leglend ht MS. or-ile• chart11)ary of a. di110ttei ·fratel'i
Alty,. <:~d wfthetand. the te111pmtien •of ''hl~M..g 
JIM() p;-z'Jtt,.:a quotatic,n Of. tW<» OR ·a colourabJeioppcM'
,utiity, • ·J:a ·this, however, f •llickootvledge beiJlg in~ 
henee4 br-'liking 1ratller than judgment~ and so in 
tlte aPticle 011-:tbe,.D1.rcent into B:eN. • ·Reviewing rtvj 
~ on the wor-d-' aroint; 11 cohfe9s that equity ·W4>ulfl 
~mpel mete- dismiss 1\1.for 'impertinence: · But it is 
]Wintedi, and its e,cistenee it1 these sheets rs a hlment• 
able prob( <>I the •· fearful esUtte-· ol him who m&1n1ts 

a· lie&by wrthGut: a rein ! 'though t~re JS something 
·lik• a shadew-ef·ffttise-·too, f&r saying a·little cm old 
Hearee's \)late ae a,Shaftspearian .uthority. · • • :: • -~ • 
• , • Cooeem,ng <Jhtiltmfi1> Ca~ls; :I. htwe. net j>tit: tlowtt • 
•tewth of what I Wished lo ·find tootb fer,' "°1" so· mttclt 
•:-1"1 thillik--.11 weary•one, good ·betided i"eadet wW 
remtabenr ,with. ~mn: ·pJeaMJre-be be6rd theni 
ttatlg in fJ,i. ohildheoo.' The P~~ntr, though !famitiat 
to. a few. 9il be-new to mote;· and~ to the ac~nt 
oi'the L,;d,M~s•Sh«ii, and the Giaith ef hntmnrt 
iet tha~ eit;zeo, who conM.ritly' sees b.oth1 and 4<~ 
Huie regarding the I,istory·of either; be angry rt lte 
<!Mt, fl1l" being inf'Offl'led of several ettrious partcculars 
-reepecting· each~· Regarding the· Giants, .indeed,° I 
i>rmerly fo•quired too much and to~ 'long in vain. t-6 
B11ppose that a•few pages, cecupred in avthentica&int 
their origitt, -wilt l,e ttnwelco~ to· those who are 
4 .. .,,.. ia·fhiiltMdll, wt.en beards ·wag alf! _i: •• ; 

In. toiling througb books and· MSs;, not in expee;.. 

Digitized by Google 



viii lR.EYAC.E. 

tation; but with a· bare· hope of discovering a few.fact! 
respecting manners in the olden • time, the· mind 
glooms on the aupposi~ion that stpres of information 
perished with the destruction of the religious houses 
in the reign of Henry VIII. He who 'neither spared . . 
.man in his rage nor w.oman in his lust,' spared not the 
literary collections in the lil:>raries of the church. For 
though it appears that Henry directed :a commission 
to Leland, the antiquary, to search for and preserve 
1och works belonging to the dissolved monasteries and 
colleges as might rescue remarkable English events 
awd occurrences from oblivion, and though Leland ac
quainted Henry that he had ' conserved many good 
aµthors the which otherwis~ had. bene lyke to have 
peryshedt to no smal incommodite of go9(). letters; of 
the which,' . he tells himt ' part remayn, in the most 
magnific~nt Jybraryes of your royal palaces; part 
ali;o remayi;ae,in my cu~todie;• yet he expressly recitest 
that one of his P.Urposes was to expel ' the crafty: co. 
loured docti:yne of a rowt. 0£. .RQJDayne byssbopps ;• 
which· too plainly indicates that he ' conserved• but 
little cc;,ocerning ancient customs. Strype, who 
praises Henry's commission to Leland, afterwards 
breaks out, saying, 'But great pity it . was,• and a 
most irreparable loss, th~t notwithstanding this pro .. 
vision, most of the ancient MS. histories and writiog.s 
· of learned British and· Saxon authors were lost. Li-. , 

bra.ries ~ere sold by mercenary men for any thing 
they could get, in that confusion and d·evastation of . 
religious houses. Bale, the antiquary i makes men
tion of a ~erchant that bought. two. noble libraries 
about these times for forty shillings; the books·whereof 
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PREFACE. ix 

served him for no other use but for waste paper; 
and that he bad been ten years consuming them, and 
yet there remained . still store enough for as many 
years more. Vast quantities and numbers of these 
books, banished with the monks and friars from ·their 
monasteries, were ,conveyed away and carried be
yond seas to booksellers there., by whole ship ladings; 
and a great many more were used in shops and kit
chens.' It is not surprising t~en, that so little remains 
from. those immense collections ; ·or rather it is won
derful that so much should have escaped the general 
devastation .. Yet, in the economy of the Reformation, 
the ruthless:deed was, perhaps, an essential preparation 
for 'the mighty knowledge that submerged the super
. stition of a thousand years. 'The papal hierarchy, from 
:accident, fanaticism, and policy, pursued too oft~n a· 
.spurious plan of forcing mankind to become technical 
-.automatons of rites-and dreams, words and supersti
tions; and supporting a systell_! which.. iLnoL origi-

-nally. framed~ was ai---teast.applied to inft>rce a long 
continu~d exertion of transferring the world into the 
hands. of ecclesiastics, and too often superseding the 
Christianity of the Gospels by that of tradition, po. 
licy, half-delirious bigotry, feelings often fantastic, 
and unenlightened enthusiasm.'~ Until the time of 
Luther, religion, which in principle is a pure science, 
was regarded as an art; it was the occupation of the 
clergy, who taught it as a mystery, and practised it 
as a trade. 

* Mr. Turner's Hist, Ang. Saxons, vol. iii. p. !H6. 

C 
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X PREFACE. 

Ftotn the manifold corruptions of religion resulted 
the gross practices and delusions which are noticed 
in the ensuin~ page• without comment; for the work 
is a ·collection of facts, not of inferences. It com
·mences with the Coventry Mysteries; the passages 
from the Apocryphal Gospels, whereon the scenes 

. are foun'<led, being printed henea.th. By referring to 
• the Glossary for words that seem difficult, the perusal ' 

of the whole will be easy. 
It is prope~ to state that a literary gentleman of 

the principality, enabled me to mentiea Welsh Ca
rols, and favoured me· with the traiislatioo of .the 
Welsh Wassail Carol fur St. Mary's Eve. To a bib
liopolical friend I am indebted for the notice of the 
Castk of Good Preservance, which he saw in Dr. 
Macro's collection. I should wit_b equal readioeas 
acknowledge • other assistance, had .I r.eceived it. 
·Lastly, I am bound to confess the exist.ence of a few 
·errors, not Mieoting the sense, that were discover.eel 
too late for correction, though in--cufficient time tD 
enable me to affirm, as a warning to others, that the 
worst editor of an author~s writings is himself. 

Ludgate Hill, 
5th May, 18iS. 
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MYSTERY I. 
• IN CO'lTON MS. PAGBANTvtn. 

THE BIRTH OF MARY. 

THE PLAY commences with the speaking of a Pro
wgue, beginning thus :-

Cryate conse"e this congregation, 
Fro' pereJlys past, p'sent, aod futur, 
And the p'1:1o'oys her' pleaod. 

• • • • • 
Aud that noo oblocucyon, make this mat'er obsc'ure, 

But it may p'fite and plese, eche p'soo p'seot, 
From the gynnynge, to the endynge, so to endure, 

That cryst, aod every creatur', with the conceyte be content. 

The Prologue proceeds to relate, that the 'mat'er' 
is of' the modyr of mercy.' 

In fewe wurdys talkyd, that it shulde oat be ted'yous • 
To ne lemyd, nyn to lewd, nyn to no man of resoo, 

This is the p'cesse :-Now p'se"e you Jb'ua; 
Th'for of this I yow pray, all that beo her' preeeo~ 
And tak bed to our talkyn, what we sbal say ; 

I be teche yow, that Jorde that is evyr omnypotent, 
To governe yow in goodnes, as he best may, 

In hevyn we may hym se. 
B 
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Now god, that is hevyn kyoge, 
Sende us all hese der' blyasynge ; 

And to his tow'r he mote va brynge : 
Amen, ffor charyte. 

'YsAKER,' the high priest, announces the festival, 
when all must repair to J erusa]em to sacrifice. 

'JOAKIM' enters with ANNE his wife,e) and ca11s 
himself 'a substancyall man,' says he divides his 
goods into three parts, one to the temp!e, another to 
the 'pylg'mys,' the third for his own houshould; and 
concludes his speech by observing, that 

So shulde every curat, in this werde wyde, 
Geve a part to his channcel, I wys ; 

A part to his parocheners, that to povert slyde ; 
The thyrd part to kepe, for hy' 8t his.(~) 

JOACHIM tel1s ANNE that he dreads to sacrifice, for 

Be caw.e that no frute of vs doth p'cede, 
I fere me grettly the prest wole me dysspice ; 

Than grett slawndyr in the tribus of vs sbulde aryse : 
But this I avow to God, with all the mekenes I can, 

[P-rt• paralhltd; /MA the Apocryphal New Testament.] 

(•) MARY, i.-t. The blessed and divided all their substance into three 
enr gloriooa Virgin Mary, sprung from 11arta: 
the royal race 11nd family of David, 4. One of which they"devoted to the 
wu born in the city of Nazareth, and temple and oflicen; of the temple; ao
ed11cated at Jeroaale111, in the temple other they distributed among ■tran
of the Lord. gera, and persona in poor circum-

!. Her fathen,1111ne wa■ Jeadaim, 1taoce1i and the third they re■erved 
and her mother'■ . Anna. The family for themselves and the uses of their 
of her father wa■ of Galilee and the own family. 
city of Nazareth. The family of her 7. ,r And it came to pw, that when 
mother "111 of Bethlehem. the feast of the dedication drew near, 

~) s. Thei~ lives were plain and Joachim, with vome otbera of bia tribe, 
right in the sight of the Lord, pious went up to Jerusalem, and, at tbat 
and faoltleaa before men. For they ! time, Iaaachar was lrigb-prleat. 
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Gyff, of bis mercy, be wole a chylde vs devyse, 
We aha) offre it vp, i'to the temple, to be goddys oiau.(•) 

ANNE declares that his words bring tears down her 
face, and endeavours to console her husband with 

I wys swete hl19band the fawte is mine. 

Corresponding in sentiment with him, she vows that 
if 'God send frute, and it be a mayde childe,' she 
shall be a 'foot mayd to mynyster' in the temple, 
and salutes Joachim, saying, 

Thryes I kysse you, with syghys ful sad. 

They inform Issachar they are come to ' sacrife.' 
Then follows this direction to the actors. 

[" Here tkey anal ,ynge tieis seg'no, B'N'DICTA SIT 

"B'A TRINITAs. And i' tA.t t!lme ysakar, a,ith his 
" mi'sters, enMfll!lth the auter; ~ then thei make her 
" o.ff',y'g.j 

lSSACHAR invites all present to come up and offer, 
but he tells Joachim and Anne to stay where they 
are, that they ' arn barrany and bare;' inquires how 
they durst presume among fruitful persons; that it is 
a token they are cursed; and finally, he rejects their 
offerings, and charges Joachim to go fast out of the 
temple.(b) Next is sung 

+ PATER+ BT 'PILIUs + BT sp'us s'c'us. Chor. Amen. 

[PGIIGS'u paralleud; from IM Apoc. N. Teat.] 
(•) MARY, i.-6. Inthumannerthey 

li,ed for about twenty yean chutely, 
in the fa,our of God, and the esteem 
of men, without any children, 

6. Bat they ,owed, if God aboald 
fa,our them with any iaeoe, they would 
devote it to ttie 1enice of the Lord ; 

on which aecoant they went at eYery 
f'eut in the year to the temple of the 
Lord. 

(b) s. Who, when be aaw Joachim 
along with the reat of hia Deigbboun, 
b • • bia off"e • deapiaed both 
bir::: hie otreri!!:," aod uked him, 

Digitized by Google 



16 

IssACHAR blesses the people in these words:

N ow, of god & man, blessyd be ye alle. 
Homward agen now returne ye ; 

And in this temple abyde we ahalle, 
To servyn god in trinyte. 

JOACHIM, greatly laments his disgrace:-

Now wyl I go to my shepherdys, and with hem abyde; 
& th'r evyr mor, levyn in sor'we, & in drede: 

Shame makyth many man his bed for to hyde.( ·) 

He salutes the shepherds with ' Ha how do ye, 
felas-how far ye & my bestys?' They answer,' they 
be lusty & fayr, & grettly multyply-how do ye, 
mayster ?' 

This answer touches a sore place-he tells them to 
do what they list, and see their ' bestys not stray.' 
Praying to God in great bitterness, he says of himself, 

What am I? wretcbe !-worse than an bownde. 

ANNE also prays, and expostulates with God :
Why do ye thus to my' huabond, lord; why? why r why? 
for my barynes he may amend this :,'self, and thou Jyste, to 

mor'we. 
[Her the Au1rnndescendith the hefne, syngyng ExuLTET.] 

[Puua,t• paralltltd; Jro,a tht Apoc. N. Teat.] 

9. Why he, who had 110 children, 
"onld presume to appear amona: thote 
who had ? Adding, that his off'erings 
eould never be acceptable to God, wbo 
was jndged by him unworthy to ban 
children ; the Scripture having said, 
Cuned ia every one who shall not be
get a male in Israel. 

10 He fnrther said, that he ought 
fint to be free from tbat cntse by be
getting aome issue, and then come with 

hia off'erings into the presence of God, 
(•)MARY, i.-11. Bot Joachim beinit 

much confounded with the shame of 
such reproach, retired to the ,hepherds 
who were with the cattle in their pu
tnres; 

u. For he Wll8 not inclined to l'e
tnrn home, teat hiJ neighbours, who 
were present and heard all this frolJl 
the high-prie.t, should publicly re
proach him in the same manner. 
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THE ANGEL acquaints Joachim, that God, by 
making barrenness, shews " his myth & his inercye 
bothe; (•) reminds him that Sarah was ninety years 
barren and bore Isaac ; (b) that barren Rachel bore 
Joseph, 

that of Egypt was kyoge,(•) 
A stronger, than Sampson ; 

that Samuel's mother was barren, till she bo1·e him ;{d) 

And, in the lyke wyse, Anoe, thy blyssyd wyff', 
Scbe sbal her' a cbilde, scbal bygtb Mary,(") 

Wbic'b shall be blyssyd in her body, and have joys ff'yff', 

be full of the holy ghost, inspired, and offered in the 
temple, (r) 

[Plllla,ftl panalltkd; fr- IIM Apoc. N, Teat.] 

(•) MARY, ii,-1. But when he had 
been there for ,ome time, on a certain 
day when be wu alone, the angel of 
the Lord stood by him with a prodi
gious light, 

2, To whom, bein~ troubled at the 
appearance, the angel who had appear
ed to him, endeavouring to compoae 
him, said; 

3. Be not afraid, Joachim, nor trou
bled at the Right of me, for I am au 
angel of the Lord sent by him to you, 
that I might inform you, that your 
prayers are beard, and your alms aa
ceuded in the sight of God. 

4. For he bath surely aeen your 
ahame, and heard you unj1111tly re
proached for not having children ; for 
Ood is. the avenger of sin, and not of 
natnre; 

5, And ao when he sbnts the womb 
of any person, be does it for this rea
eon, that he may in a more wonderful 
manner again open it, and that which 
is born appear to be not the product of 
lust, bnt the gift of God, . 

( b) 6, For the first mother of your 
nation Sarah, wu ahe not barren even 

till Iler eightieth year : And yet even 
in the end of her old age bronght forth 
Iaaac, in whom the promiae was made 
ofa bleuing to all nation,. 

(•) 7, Rachel al10, ao much in favour 
with God, and beloved 10 much by 
holy Jacob, continued barren • for a 
long time, yet afterwards wu the mo
ther of Joseph, who was not only go
vernor of Egypt, but delivered many 
nation• from perishing with hunger. 

(d) B, Who, among the judges, wu 
more valiant than Samp~on, or more 
holy than Samuel ? And yet both their 
motben were barren. 

(') 9, But if reason will not eonvinee 
you of the truth of my word•, that 
there are frequent conceptioDB in ad
vanced yeare, and tbat tb01e who were 
barren have bronght forth to their 
great surprise; therefore Anna your 
wife shall bring yon a daughter, and 
you shall call her name Mary ; 

(') 10. Slie shall, according to your 
vow, be devoted to the Lord from her 
infancy, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost from her mother'• womb; 

11, She ahall neither eat nor drink. 
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And as sche sc'bal be bor' of a barrany body, 
So, of her, schal be bor', with out oatur', J 'bus, 

That scbal be aavyo', voto al man kende,(") 

'In tokyn' he prophesies to Joachim, that he shall 
meet Awie at the gyldyd gate of Jerusalem.(b) 

JOACHIM takes his leave of the shepherds, who 
being glad to see his spirits revive, say, 

We schal make vs so mery, now this is be stad, 
That, a myle on yo' way, ye acbal her' va synge. 

THE ANGEL appears to ANNE, tells her that God 
bath heard her prayers, that she shall meet her hus
band at the 'goldyn gate,' and conceive, and bear a 
child, whose destiny he foretels, (c) and Anne re
joi~ 

[Her go'th tJae .l.t,tngel agen to hifne.] 

[P....,.ts pcralltltd; tr- tAe Apoc. N. 'l'eat.] 

any ·thiag which ia unclean, nor aliall IHda troubled tut you retnnaed no 
her coaTereation be without amons the 100Der, alhall then rejoice to aee yon. 
cemaon people, but in the temple of (•) iii.-1. Afterwards the angel ap
the Lord; that so lhe may 110t fall un- peared to Anna bia wife, 1ayingf Fear 
der any 1W1der or &Uspicioa of what ia not, neither think that which yoa aee ia 
bad. a apirit; 

(•) JrlA.ay, ii.-1!. So in the proceu I, For I am that angel who bath 
of her yean, 81 lhe shall be in a mira- off'ered op your prayers and alms be
cnloua manner bom of oae that - fore God, and am now sent t:tou, 
barren, ao ahe aball, while 7et a virgin, that I may inform you, that a da ter 
ia a way uoparalleled, bring forth the will be bona unto yon, who aha I be 
Soo of the moat High God, who ahall called Mary, and aball be bleued 
be called Jeau, and, according to tlae aboTe all women. 
eipi.ficatioo of hia name, be the Sa- 6, Ariae therefore, and go up to Je. 
viour of all nations. mealem, and when yon aball come to 

(') 18. And tbia aball be a aign to that wbich ia called the golden gate 
you of the things which I declare, (became it ia gilt with gold), 81 a eip 
namely, when yon come to the golden ofwbat I baTe told you, you aball meet 
pte of Jerusalem, you shall there your huaband, for whoae safety yoll 
meet your wife Anllll, who bebig very have betn ao much concerned, 
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JOACHIM and ANNE meet in great joy, and he glves 
her a ' kusse of clennesse.' (1) 

The drama concludes with- an intimation that it is 
their intention to go home, 

To thank god, that sytt in tron', 
That thus bath sent us his grace. 

[Paaora parallekd;Jro• tlu Apoc, N. Test,] 

(•). M.&aY, iii.-a. ,r According diction, they met each other. 
therefore to the command of the an- 11.,rSoAnnaconceived,andbroogbt 
gel, both of them left the placee where forth a daughter, and, according to the 
they were, and when they came to angel's command, the 1iarents did call 
the place specified in the angel's pre- her name Mary. 

l 
' 
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MYSTERY II. 
JN OOT'l'O:S KS. PAGUN'l' IX. 

MARY'S EDUCATION IN THE TEMPLE, 

AND BEING SERVED BY ANGELS. 

THE PLAY opens by Contemplation speaking a Pro
logue beginning 

Sovereynes; ye have sen sbewyd you befor', 
Of Joacbym & Anoe, both ther'e holy metynge; 

How o' lady was conseyved, and bow she was bor' ; 
We puae ovyr tbat-breftnes of tyme coosyderyoge. 

The • Prologue announces the ~ntrance of Mary, 
and how 

- as a childe of iij yer' age, her' she scbal apper, 
That holy mater we wole declare, 
Tyl ffortene yer', how scbe did far': 

Now of you' speche I pray yow spar, 
AU that beo in this place. 

[Her Joachym and Anne, aJith our' lady be twen hem, beyng 
al in whyte, as a chi/de of iij !Jer' age, pre,ente her' in to 
the temple; thus ,eyng Joach!J111, (')] • 

[PaN,a panrlklal; from the Apoc. N. Teat.] 
(•) MART, iv.-t. And when three ltbe Virgin to the temple of the Lord 

:,ean were expired, and the time of with o8'eringa. 
her wlUliug complete, the:, brought 
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JOACHIM .exclaims ' Blyssyd be our lord, ffayr 
ffrute have we now,' and he reminds his wife of their 
vow:-

The age of Mary, our dowter, is yera three, 
Th'for', to thre p'sonys and on god, lete vs her p'sent. 

ANNE assents, and says to MARY, 

Dowter, the aungel (told) us ye shulde be a qwen; 
W oil ye go se that lord yo' husbond scbal ben ; 

St leme for to love hym ; and lede w't hy' yo' lyff? 
Telle yo' ffadyr & me her, yo' Answer let sen, 

Wole ye be pur' maydy', & also goddya wytn 

MARY answers, that as her father and mother .have 
vowed,. 

--- so asothly wow I 
To be goddys chast seruaunt, wbil lyff is mme; 

But to be goddys wyff I was never worthy 
I am the sympelest that ever was born of body; 

I haue herd you sey'd god schulde haue a modyr swete, 
That 1 may leve to se hir', god_ grauot me, for his mercy, 

& abyl me to ley my handys vndyr bir' fayr fete. 
[Et gem!flectet ad deum.] 

JOACHIM encourages Mary by observing, 

1.wya dowter it is wel seyd 
Ye answer & ye wer' twenty yer' olde. 

JOACHIM and ANNE go to Issachar, and Joachim 
addresses him thus: 

Her' p'nce of Prestes, & it plese you, 
We, that wer' barryn, god bath sent a chilee, 

• To offre her to goddys service we made out' a vow ; 
Her' is tb~ same mayde, maey most mylde. 

C 
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ISSACHAR tells Joachim he recollects that he re
proached them, but he rejoices they are now among 
the fruitful ; and he compliments Mary with 

Ye have a gracyous face. 

JOACHIM, then bowing with great reverence, says 
that to 

ffadyr; & son, & holy gost, 
·Oo god, 8t p'sonys thre, 

he offers Mary to be a servant for ever. 
ANNE encourages Mary to go up to the 'Pre'st.' 

She asks their blessing : in answer to which Joseph 
says, 'In nomine patris ff filii ff sp'ris s'c'i, whereto 
Mary answers,' Amen; now ye good modyr :' Anoe 
repeats 'Jn nomine, fie.' Mary thanks them, and. 
intreats forgiveness if ever she offended them 

• [Et erplexendo osculabit p'rem !r m'rem.] 

JOACHIM and ANNE congratulate themselves on 
having 'suche a chylde.' 

ISSACHAR tells Mary that she shall be -the accepted 
aaughter of 'god 'eternall,' and 

lf the fyfte'ne grees thou may asceode 
It is miracle, if thou do. (•) 

[Maria 4 sic deinceps tU<J· adfir,e' xv11 psalmor'.] 

MARY repeats the degrees m quadrats, each pre
faced by a Latin line. 

[Paauge, paralleled; from tlae Apoc. N, Teat,] 

(•) MARY, iv.-2. Aud there were 3. For the temple being built in a 
about the temple, according to the mountain, the altar of burot-oft'erinr, 
fifteen P1111lm1 of Degrees, 6fteen ■taira wllich wu without, could not be come 
to ascend. near but by stain. 
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Ep'u,. A gracyous lord! this is a mervelyous thynge 
That we se ber' all in sygt, 

A babe of thre' yer age so zyuge, 
To come vp these greeys so vp right. 

It is an hey meracle. (•) 

MARY inquires, 

How I shall be rewlyd in goddys hous ? 

lSSACHAR answers, that God gave ten command
ments, which may be c~mprised in two; first, the 
love of God :-

Love ft"adyr, sone, and holy gost; 
Love God the fadyr, for gevyth myght; 
Love God the sooe, for he gevyth wy11d'm the most; 
Love God the holy gost, for he gevyth love aud lyght ; 
Thre' personnys and on god. • • • • 
Than, love thou evy'r crystyn, as y'r self. 

He further informs her that she shall have 'may
denys fyve,' Meditac'on, Contrysson, Compassyon, 
Clennes, and Fruyssyon. MARY says, 

Her' is an holy ft"elacha'pp I fele; 
I am not worthy amonge he' to be :

Swete systers, to yow all, I knele 
To receyve me ; I beseche yo'r charyte. 

[Pam,upar11lltltd; from the Ap~. N. Teat.] 

(•) MARY, iv.-4. The parents of the Lord in 1nck·a.manner went up all 
the ble11ed Virgin and intant Mary the 1tain one after another, witbont 
pat her upon one of these stairs; the help of any to lead her or lift her, 

5. Bat while they were patting off' that any one would have judged from 
their clothes, in which they had tra• hence, that ·•he was of perfect age. 
velled, and according to custom put- 7, Thus the Lord did, in the infancy 
ting on some that were more neat and of his Virgin, work tbia extraordinary 
clean. work, and evidence by thil miracle 

o, In the mean time the Virgin of how great she waa like to be hereafter. 
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Ep'us.-Tbey achal dowter; Aod, on the totber ayde, se 
Ther' ben sefne preatys in dede, 

To acbryve, to tecbe, and to mynystryn to the ; 
To leme the goddya lawys, and acryptur' to rede. 

Ma,y.-Fadyr, knew I her' namya well wer' I. 
Ep'm.-Tber ia Dyscressyon, Devoc'on, Dylexc'on, and De

liberac'on. 
They scball tende upon you besyly, • 

W't Declarac'on, Determynac'on, Dyvynac'on, 
Now go ye maydenys, to yo'r occupac'on; 

And Joke ye tende this cbilde tendyrly, 
& ye, sery,, knelytb, & I schall gyve yow goddy's benyson. 

IN No'NE PR'IS 8t l'ILII & sp'us s'c1. 
[Et recedent cu' miniltru ,uia v'es flirginea dicent. Amen.] 

JOACHIM and ANNE leave MARY, who says to her 
maidens, 

Syster', ye may go do what ye schal 
To se"e God; fyrst her' is al my thought; 

Befom this holy awter' on my knes I fall. 

She prays for obedience and suitable virtues. 

Her' the aungel h,yngyth manna, in a coa,p of gold, l!lke to 
confecc'on,; the-hefne l!Jngynge: the a'ngel seyth 

Merueyle not, mekest mayd'on, of. my mynystrac'on; 
I am a good Aungel, sent of god All mygbt, 

W't angelys mete, for yo'r austentac'on; 
Ye to receyve it ; ffor natural mygbt, 
We aungetlyaacbul se"e yow, day and nyght. 

Now fede yow tb' with, in goddys name; 
We schal leme yow the lyberary of our' lordys lawe lyght, 

.For my sawys in yow, abewytb sygnes of shame. 

MARY, accepting the food, observes, 
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All mao'er of savowrs in this mete I fynde; 
I felt nevyr none so awete, ner ao redolent.(') 

rhe ANGEL acquaints her that, at ' alle howrys,' 
angels shall attend on her. 

MARY is greatly astonished, and she is thus allite
ratively addressed by the ANGEL 

In yo'r name, MARIA, ft'yve letterya we ban:-
.a.-Mayde, most merc,Yfull, 8t mekest i' mende; 
.a.-Auerte of the Aoguyscb, that Adam began; • 
ft.-Regina, of Regyon, reyoeyoge w't owty' ende; 
~.-Innocent, be Jntluens of Jesse's kende; 
ll.-Aduocat, most autentyk, yo'r Antecer Anna, 
Hefne & belle her' kneys down bende, 
Whan this holy ·name ·of yovi is seyd MARIA, • 

.Maria.-l qwake grettly, for dred, lo her' this com'endac'on; 
Good swete Aungel why wo)e ye sey thus? 
.d.ungell.-For ye scha), herafter, have a salutac'oo • 

That schaU this excede : it is seyde, amonge vs; 
The deyle that dede shaU determyn, & dyseris; 

Ye scbal nevyr, lady, be lefle here a Jone. 
Mary.-1 crye ye mercy lorde and thin' erthe cus ; 

Recomendyoge me to that godhyd, that is tryne, i' tro'ne. 

His osculet terra'. Her' schal com!Jn, alwe!J, an Aungel, all 
dyvers p'sents, go!jnge !f com!Jng, ~ in the tyme thei schal 
synge, in hefne, this hy'pne J'nu CORONA VIRGINII. And, 
aft' that, comyth a mi'st',fro the busschop, w't a p's'et. 

[P4U0Ke1 paralltltd; from the Apoc. N. Te!t.J 

(") MARY, v. 1, But the Virgin of 
the Lord, aa abe advanced in years, 
iorreued also in ·perfectiom, and ac• 
cording to the saying of the Psalmist, 
her father and mother forsook her, but 
tlae Lord took care of her. 

!: For abe every day bad the coo• 
versatioo of aogeb, and every day re
ceived visiom ti'om God, which pre
""ed her from all aorts of evil, and 
ca111ed her to abound with all good 
tbioga. 

Digitized by Google 



MARY receives, the refresbment with thanks, but 
gives it to her maidens, requiring them to bestow 
what they leave on 'po'r folk faryn god.' 

CONTEMPLATION speaks the following 

Epilogue. 

Lo! aofreynes, her ye have seyo', 

lo the temple, of our 1'dyes preaeotac'on; 

She was nevyr occapyed. in thynga veyn, 

But evyr beay, in holy ocupacyon . 

.Aod we be aeche yow, of your pacyens, 

That we pace these maters so lytbly awa, ; 

If tbei .ahulde be. do with good prevydens, 

Eche on wolde auifyce for an boole day. 

N,ow schal we p'cede to h4!1' disspoOBac'on, 

Which, after this, was mij ye'r; 

Tyme sufficytb not to make pawsac'on, 

Hatb pacyeos w't vs, we be«ch yow her', 

And, in short spas, 

The parlemeo\, of hefne sone schal ye se, 

& bow goddys son corn' man schal be, 

And how the salutac' on after' schal be, 

. __ Be. goddys hoJy gras. 
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MYSTERY III. 

THE MIRACULOUS ESPOUSAL OF MARY 
AND JOSEPH. 

lssACHAR, the ' BussBOPP,' enters, and requests at
tention from the audience in an address beginning 

Lyatenyth Lordyngs both bye and lowe. 

He says, ' The lawe of god byddyth this sawe' 

That at xiiij yer' of age 
Every damesel what so ache be 
To_ the encreae of mor' plente 
Sbulde ~ browgbt iu good degr' 

On to her apowaage. C-) 

JOACHIM and ANNE bring MARY to !SSACHAR_, who_, 
supposing she is come to choose a ' spowse,' wel
comes her. 

MARY says that she is not against the law_, but that 
she will ' levyn evyr in chastyte.' 

[Pcu,agt ,anlklld; jro'llt tlu Apoc. N. Teat.] 

(•) MAall', Y,-f. At that time the aa they were now of a proper matu
hi&b-f,rint made a public order, That rity, abould, according to the cutom ~,r tbe Yirgiaa who had public Bettle- of their coautry, endta't'ODr to be mar
_ .. m the temple, and were come ried. . .. 
to thia age, lhould retur~ home, aucl, 
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ISSACHAR inquires why she will ' not to weddyng 
go?' 

MARY relates that her father and mother ' were 
bot lie baryn ; ' that 

Bycauae tbey hadde nothyr (rute nor chylde, 
Repre•yd thei wer' of wykkyd and wylde ; 

that they vow'd, if they had a child, it should be de
dicated to the service of God ;-

He herd her longe p'y's, 
8t than sent hem both seed and ftow'r; 

Whan I was bom in her bow'r 
To the temple oft"ryd I was ; 

and dedicated to chastity. (*) 
ISSACHAR declares that the law is express, that 

all maydens should go to the spowsing; that her 
Parents are not to blame for vowing, in their barren
ness, to dedicate their 'frute ;' that to make a vow 
to God is lawful by scripture, and to observe the law 
also ·is needful ; and he beseeches the advice of the 
Priests. 

A Priest advises that they all pray to God directly, 
and that they shall begin VENI CREATOR sr'US. 

[And a,han veni creat' is doin, the buschop shal ,egng Now 
LORD GOD OF LORDYS WHYSEST OF ALL 8tc.'] 

[ ,,._,.n p,ralkkd; ,,_ tlu Apoc. N. Teat.] 

(•) MARY, v.-5. To which com- she and her parents had dented her to 
maud, though all the other Yirgius the aervice of the Lord ; and besidea, 
readily yielded obedience, Mary the that ahe had vowed virginity to the 
Virgin of the Lord alone answered, Lord, which ,ow ahe wu resolved 
that she could not comply with it, never to break through by lying with 

6. Auigning theae reuons, that both man. 
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·He then prays to 'the lorde, knelynge on kne,' 
. for a solution of this ' dowteful. dowte.' (•) 

AN ANGEL appears and acquaints the Bishop that 
his prayer 'is herd to hyg bevyn halle ;' that God 
bath sent him to. tell him what to do in the dilemma; 
and he desires t_he Bishop. to 

Take tent, & undyrstond, 
This is goddys owyn byddyng, 

'That all kynsmen of Dauyd the kyng, 
To the temple shul brynge, her' an oifryng, 

W't whyte yardys in their. bonde. 

Loke wele what tyme thei offer' ther', 
.All her' yardys in their hand then take ; 

Take hede whose yerde doth blome and ber', 
And be shal (be) the maydenys make.(h) 

[Pa,ra,-tt paralltltd; /'"°"' tlie Apoc. N. Tut.] 

(•) MART, v,-7. The high-priest 
beiug hereby brought into a difficulty, 

8. Seeing be durst neither on the 
one hand di~aolve the vow, and disob,y 
the Scripture, which aaye, Vow and 
pay, 

9. Nor on the other band introdnce 
a coetom, to which the people were 
,trangers, commanded 

10. That at the approaching feast all 
the principal persona both of Jerusalem 
and the neighbouring places should 
meet together, that be might have their 
advice, bow he bad he~t proceed in 10 
ditlicnlt a case. . 

1 t. When they wereaccordingly met, 
they onanimonsly agreeit.. to seek the 
Lord, and ask coon1el from him on thil 
matter. 

lt. A,ncl wbea they werl! •II eppged 
in prayer, the high priest, ~ccording to 
the naaal way, went to conlbh Ood, 

13. And immediately there waa . a 
voice &om the ark and the mercy• 
eeat, which all pretent heard, that it 
m111t be inquired or 10ugbt out by a 

prophecy of Isaiah, to whom the V'll'• 
gin should be given and he betrothed ; 

14, For Iaaiab aaitb, there shall come 
forth a rod ont of the stem of Jesae, 
. a11d a flower shall 1pring out of it■ 
root, . 

15. And the Spirit of the Lord ■ball 
reet upon him, the 'Spirit of Wildom 
and Understanding, the Spirit of Coun
sel and MiJbt, the Spirit of Know
ledge and Pi.-ty, and the Spirit of the 
fear of the Lord eball fill him. 

16. Theo, according to tbil pro
phecy, he appointed, that all the men 
of the bonae and f11mily of Duid, who 
were marriageable, and not married, 
■boold bring their aeveral rode to the 
altar, . 

(') 11. And out ofwbataoever person'• 
rocl after it waa brought, a flower 
ahonld bud fortbt. and on the top of it 
the Spirit of the t.ord aboald 1it in the 
appearance of a dove. be 1hoold be the 
man to whom the Virgin should be 
gbe~ and be be_trothed. 

D 
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The BISHOP orders ' Proclamacion' to be made ac
cordingly, and JOSEPH, bearing the announcement, 
says, 

lo gret labor', my lyff I lede, 
1 Myn' ocupasy'on lyth io maoy place, 
For ft'ebylnesse of age my Jomey I may oot specie, 

I thank the, gret god', of tbi grace. 

JOSEPH lies down on the ground from weariness, 
and exclaims, 

Age and febyloeue doth me embru, 
That I may oother well goe ne ■toad. 

Proclamation is made that MARY is to be married 
to one of the house of Davi~, who are required to 
appear before the Bishop : He is waiting for them, 
the Officer says, and 

He byddyth yow, ferthermor', io handys that ye beot, 
A fayr white yerde, every'ch of yow ye bryog. 

Jo,eph.-Beoedicite ! I caooot vnder staode 
What our p'oce of prests doth me'o, 

That every man shul~ come & bryoge with by' a wbande, 
Abyl to be maryed that is: Not I!-So !-Mote I then? 
I have be' maydon evyr, and evyr mor' wele ben; 

I chauogyd not yet, of all my long lyff, 
8t now to be maryed ! s'n man wold wene., 

It is a strauoge thynge, ao old man to take a :,onge wyff ! 

But, oevyr the Jesse, no doute, of we must, forth to towne. 
Now neybors Lit kyonysmen lete us forth go : 

I shal take a wand in my hand, and cast of my gowoe, 
Yf I falle, theo I shalle, grooyo for wo. 
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Ho 10 take away my staff, I say he wer• my fo ; 
Ye be men that may wel ren, go ye be for ; 

I am old, & also colde, walkyng doth me wo; 
Th'rfore now, wole I so, my staff holde, I this jumy to wor'. 

The BISHOP explains to the men of the house of 
David the cause of his assembling them, and why 
each was commanded to bear a wand :-

All yo' roddys ye ahal bryoge vp to me, 
&, on hese rodde, that the holy gost is syttyoge, 
He shal the husboode of this ma'y be. 

[Hie portent v'gas.] 

Joseph.-It sbal not be, I ley a grotte; 
I shal a byde behynde p'uyly. 

Now wolde God I wer' at hom, in my cote; 
I am a s~hamyd to be seyn, veryly. 

Several make their offering. The last man desires 
Joseph to bring pp his offering, accuses him of 
tarrying behind, and says, 'Com on man; for shame!' 

Joseph.-Com? ya ! ya! god help, full fayn I wolde, 
But I am so agyd, and so olde, 
That both my leggs gyo to folde ; 

I am oy almost lame.(') 

The BISHOP says he_-can 'no sygne a spy,' and 
proposes to go to prayer again,{b) to which it is an-
swered, that _, ••• 

[Pauagu paralklld; from IAe Apoc. N. Teat,] 

(•) MART, vi.-t. Among the reat 
there waa a man named Joseph, oftb .. 
home and family of David, and a per
lOD very far advanced in yean, wllo 
drew back hia rod, whea every one ·be-

aides presented his. . . , · 
(') t. So that when nothinl( appev, 

ed.agreeable to the heavenly voice, the 
high-pri~tjudged it proper to'comult 
Godagam, 
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He brought not up his rodde trewly, 
To whom the mayd howyth to be maryed her.(•) • 

Ep'us.-Wbath, Joseph! why stande ye tber' by hynde? 
I wis, ser, ye be to blame. 

J oseph.-Ser I kan not my rodde fynde, 
To come th'r in trowth me tbynkyht shame. 

[Ep'us comyth tkens.] 
Ep'u,,-Offyr up yo' rodde, ser, in goddys name; 

Why do ye not as men yow pray ? 
Joseph.-Ser, he may euyl go that is ner Jame; 

In soth I com' as fast as I may. 

JOSEPH, when he presents his rod, prays to be 
acquitted of sin : laments that he. can scarcely lift 
his hands; and,on a sudden, exclaims with astonish
ment, 

Lo ! lo! lo! what se ye now ? 

Ep'us.-A mercy! mercy! mercy! lord, we crye ! 
The blyssyd of god we see art thou ! 

["r clama't o'a m'cy tn'cy.] 
A gracyous god, in bevyn trone ! 

Ryht wundyrful thi werkys be. 
Her' ntay we se a merveyl one, 

A ded stok beryth flours ffre. 
Joseph, in hert, with outen mooe, 

Thou mayst be blyth, with game 8t ~le, 
A mayd to wedde, thou must 'gone, 

Be this meracle I do wel se ; 
Mary is her' name. 

[P"""fl• paralllkd; from 11" Apoc. N. Test.] 

(•) l'rJ.uy_, vi.-3. Who auawered, I who were brought together_, .who bad 
that he to whom the Vir&iu wu to be not brought hi, rod. 
betrothed wu the only penou of thoee •· Joteph therefore wu betrayed. 
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Joseph.-Wbat! ahuld I wedde.? god for bede ! 
I am an old man, so god me apede, . 
& with a. wyff, now to levyn in drede, 

It wor' oeyiher sport ner game •.. 

Ep'us-Agens God, Joseph, thou mayst not itry•e; 
God wyl' that thou a wyff haue. 

This fayr mayde shal be thi' wyve; 
She is buxum, &. whyte aa Jaue. 

Joseph.-A ! shuld I have her, ye lese my lyff. 
Alas ! der god, shuld I now rave ? 

An old man may nevyr thryff. 
With a yonge wyff; so God me aaue ! 

Nay, nay, ser' Jett bene; 
Sbuld I now, in age, beg'y'ne to dote, 
If I her cbyde, she wolde clowte my cote, 
Bier' my ( ey') 8t pyke out a mote, 

8t thus oftyn tymes it is sene. 

The BISHOP tells JOSEPH that God bath. assigned 
Mary to him, and will not be opposed. 

JOSEPH assents, and, turning to the Virgin, says, 

But, fayr maydon, I thee p'y, · 
Kepe thee dene as I sbal me, 

I am a man of age ; 
Tberfor', ser bussbop, I wy), that ye wete, 
That in bedde we sbul nevyr mete ; 
ffor I wys, mayden swete, 

An old man may not rage. 

Ep'us.-,I This bolyest virgyn sbalt thou maryn now; 
Your rodde fiorescbyth fayrest, that man may se. 

[~ hi' ca'te't. B'r,'d'c'a sit b'a t'nitas.]. 
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The hole coat we 1e, ayttyht on a bow ;(") 
Now yeld we all preysiug tQ the treuyte. 
f Joseph ; wele ye have this maydou to yo' wyff, 
& her' bono', &. kepe, as ye howe to do? 

JMeph.-Nay ser, so mote I thryff, 
I haue ryght no uede therto. 

Ep'us.-Joseph; it is goddys wyl it shuld be so; 
Sey after me, as it is skyl. 

Je,eph.-Here, and to p'forme his wyJ, I bow thereto, 
ffor all thynge owyght to hen at his wyl. 

Ep'us ~ ide' Joreph. 
Sey thou after me :-Her I take thee Mary to wyff, 

To hauy' to holdyn, as God bis wyll with we wyl make, 
& as long as be thwyn us, leftyght our' lyff, 

To loue yow as my selff, my trewtb I you take. 
Mine ad Mariam sic dicem. 

Ep'us.-Mary; wole ye baue this Olan, 
Aud hym to kepyn, as yo' lyff!? 

Maruz.-Io the tenderest wyse, fadyr, as I kan, 
& with all my wyttys ffyff. 

Ep'us.-Joseph; with this ryng now wedde thi wyff, 
& be her hand, now, thou her' take. 

Jo,eph.-Ser, with this rynge, I wedde her ryff, 
& take her' now her', for my make. 

Ep'us.-Mary, mayd, with outyn mor' stryff, 
On to thi spowse, thou bast hym take.(') 

Maria.-ln cbastyte, to ledeu my lyff, 
I shal hym oevyr for sake, 

[P..,.,,u ,-lkled; from lltt Apoc. N. Teat.) 

(") MARY, vi.-5. For, when he did 
bring bis rod, and a dove coming from 
Heann pitched upon the top of it, 
enry one plainly saw, that the Virgin 
waa to he betrothed to him: 

(') 6. Accordingly, the usual cere, 
monies of betrothi11~ being over, be 
returned to his own city of Bethlebem, 
to set bi1 house in order, and make the 
needful proviaioos for the marriage. 
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But evyr with hym a byde; 
And, jentyll spowse, u ye an seyd, 
lete me levyn u a cleoe mayd, 
I sbal be trewe, be not dysmayd, 

Both terme, tyme, and tyde. 

Ep'w.-Her' is the holyest mat'remooy, that evyr was, in thi1 
werde: 

The hyg names of our lord we wole now syng by, 
We all wole this solempn dede record 

Devowtly. [Alma chorus d'ni n'nt pangat no'i'a summ'.] 
1 Now gotb hom all, in godys name, 

Wher u yo' wonyng was befor : 
Maydenys, to lete her go a lone it wor' shame, 

It wold bevy you' herts sor' ; 
Ye aha) blysse the tyme that ache was bor', 

Now lolte at hom her brynge. 

Maria.-To have you' blyssyng ffadyr I falle yow be for'. 

Ep'us.-He blesse yow that bath non hendyng; 
In ,io'i't p'ris ~filii ~ sp'us •'ci. 

Ep'us.-,r Joseph; thi selpb art old of age, 
And the wyff of age is yooge, 

&, as we redyn, in old sage, 
Many man is sclepyr of tooge ; 

Therfor, euyl langage for to swage, 
That yo' good fame may leste looge, 

iij damysellys schul dwelle with yow i' stage, 
With thi wyff, to be evyr mor a mooge, 

& schal these iij her take : 
Susanne, the fyrst, schal be ; 
Rebecca, the secunde, schal go with the ; 
Sephor' the thrydde. Loke that, ye thre, 

This maydon nevyr ye for sake. 
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The 'maydenys' • declare their readiness to go. 
Mary entreats, and obtains, the blessing of her pa
rents, and ANNE says to her, 

I pray to God thee save; 
I pray thee, mary, my swete cbylde, 
Be lowe, & buxhum, meke, & mylde, 
Sad, & soltyr, & nothyng wylde, 

& goddys blyssyng~ thou haue . 

. JOSEPH tells MARY that his kindred will go home 
before her; that not being rich, he has no house, and 
he wishes her to abide there, and worship god; Mary 
assents, determining to 

---. sey the holy Psalme of Dauyth, 
Whiche book is clepyd the sawter'. 

JOSEPH having departed, MARY appears, saying, 
I baue seyd_11um of my sawter, 8t her I am, 

At this holy psalme in dede, 
B'n'dixisti di'ce' terram tuam: 

In this holy labor, lord, me spede. 

When JOSEPH returns, he addresses her with
Mary wytf, 8t mayd, most gracyous : 

Displese yow not, I pray yow, so long I haue be ;' 
. I have byryd for us a Jytyl praty hous, 

8t ther in, ryght hesely, levyn wole we. 

He invites her, and her maidens, to follow, and 
says, 

I must goo owth hens fer ye' fro, 
I wyll go laboryn, in fer co'ntre,(') 

With trewth, to mayoteyo our housholde so. 

[Pa,qe pan,lkled; fe,in the Apoc. N. Teat.] 

(•) PaOTsvu. vill,-16. I mut go to miDd my trade of building. 
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This ix monthis thou seyst me nowth ; 
Kepe the cleoe, my jeotyl spowse, 
& all tbi maydenys in tbi howae, 
That evyl laogage I her not rowse, 

For hese love that all bath wrought, 

MARY prays God to speed him, and concludes, 
with 

Gracyous God, my mayden bed saue 
Euyr clene, in cbastyte. 

E 
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MYSTERY IV. 
IN COTl'ON MS, PiJGEiJNT JU. 

A COUNCIL OF THE TRINITY 

AND THE INCARNATION. 

CoNTEMPLATION begins the PLAY with a 

Prologue. 

Fowr thowsand, aex vodryd, four yer, I telle, 
Man for his off'ena, 8t fowle foly, 

Bath leyn yer', in the peynea of belle, 
And wer' worthy to ly', there in, endlesly, 

But tbanne shuld perysche thi grete mercye. 

• • • • • • 
Wolde God thou woldyst (leave) thi hefne myghty, 

k. com down her' in to ertb, 
&. levyn yers thre &. threttye, 

tbyn famy't folke, with thi fode, to fede:, 
To staunche tbi tbryste, lete tbi syde blede, 

ft'or erste, wole not be 'made redemp'c'on, 

Yfrtutes.-Tbe Aungel, lord, thou made so gloryous, 
Whoa synne bath mad by' a devyl in belle, 

He mevyd man to be so cootraryous, 
Man repentyd, &. he, in his obstynacye, doth dwelle. 
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· VIRTUE prays God to repel the malice of the 
devil, and take man into grace. 

450lJ comes forward, sayi_ng, that the supplications 
of all have reached ·him. • • 

TRUTH telJs God he will not leave him-reminds 
God that he promised, when Adam sinned, 'that he 
shulde deye & go to helle'-that to restore him is 
impossible~ and prays .that he be tormented for ever. 

MERCY intercedes to God for compassion, says, 
that all heaven and. earth cry for mercy, and calls the 
devil 'a belle hownde.' 

JUSTICE marvels what moves MERCY so much; and 
assigns as a good reason for .mfn~s _eternal )>unish-

.. ;., •• , j • • 

ment, 

That man having offended God~ who ia endless, 
Therfore, bis eodles punchement may nevyr sees ; 

Also, he fonoke bis .maker, that made bym of clay, 
And the devyl to his mayst' be che1, • 

Sbulde he be 11vyd ? nay ! nay ! nay ! 

MERCY says, that there is too much vengeance in 
J ustice--that the • ' frelnesse' of mankind should be 
considered-and that the mercy of God is without 
end. ' .. , . , , 

PEACE exhorts them not to quarrel, and says that 
she approves Mercy's suppJication-

For, yfF mannys sowle shulde abyde in belle, 
Be twen god & man· euyr ahulde be dyvysyon, 

And than myght not I, pes, dwelle, 

She proposes to refer ihe whole to God, to which 
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the others assent, and JTtUUS (Goo THE SoN) enter
ing, PEACE says, 

Her is God! now her' is voyte; 
Hefne & erth is plesyd with pes. 

Goo THE SON is inclined to PEACE. He says, that 

If Adam had not deyd, peryschyd had ryghtwysnes ; 
And also, trewth had be' lost ther by: 

. Giff another deth come not, mercy shulde perysch, 
Thao pes wer' exyled ffynyaly; 

So tweyn dethis must be, yow fowr to cheryach. 
1 But be that shal deye ye, must knawe, 

That, in hym, may be non iniquyte, 
That belle may holde hym be no lawe, 

But, that he may pas, at hese lyberte, 
Ower swyche, on bis p'vyde, & se ; 

And hese deth, for mannys detb, scbal be redemp'coo. 
All befne, & erthe, seke now ye: 

Plesyth it yow this coo' clusyon l 

Yeritas.-l trowth, bane sowte the erthe, with out & with iooe, 
&, in sothe, there k.an non be fownde, 

That is of o day byrth, with owt syone ; 
Nor, to that deth, wole be bownde, 

M'i'a.-l, mercy, have ronne the hevynly regyon rownde, 
And ther is non of that charyte, 

That, ff or man, wole suffre a deadly wounde ; 
So I can nott wete how, this scbal be. 

Justicia.-Sur'; I can fynde non sufficyent; 
ffor servauntys vn profytable we be, ech on ; 

He love nedyth to be ful ardent, -
That, for mau, to belle wolde goo. 

Pax.-That God may is non but on; 
Therfor, tgis, is be bys a vyse ; 
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He that gaff this co'nsell, lete by' geve the comforte a Ion, 
For the conclusyon, in hym, of all these lyse. 

Jiliu,.-It peyneth me, that man I mad, 
That is to seyn, peyne I must suffre for. 

a coun~el of t!)e trinite, must be had, 
Whiche of us shal man restor'. 

pater.-ln your wysdam, son, man was mad thor, 
And in wysdam was his temptac'on, 

Tberfor, sone, sapyens ye must ordeyn her' for', 
& se bow, of man, may be ·salvac'on, 

Jiliu~.-ffadyr; he, that schal do this, must be both god & man; 
Lete me se how I may wer' that wede ; 

And syth, in my wysdam, he began, 
I am redy to do this dede. 

,1,p'u, ,•,•u,,-1, the holy gost, of yow tweyn do p'cede; 
This charge I wole take on me : 

I, love, to your lover, schal yow lede; 
Thi:i is the assent of our unyte. 

M'ia.-Now is the loveday mad, of us fowr, fynia'Jy: 
Now may we leve in pes, as we wer wonte, 

Milericordia ~ veritas obvianeruat sibi • 
Justiaia ~ pax osculate aunt 

[~ hie osculabunt pariter omnes.] 

Goo THE FATHER directs the Angel GABRIEL to 
go to MARY at Joseph's, in Galilee; and Goo THE 

SON instructs Gabriel to 

Say that she is with owte wo, & ful of grace, 
And that I, the son of the godhed, of her schal be bor'. 

Hyge the, thou wer' tber' a pace, 
ellys we scbal be ther, the be for', 

I haue ,so gret bast, to be man tbor', 
In that mekest & purest virgyne, 

Sey her, she ahal restor, 
Of yow Aungellys, the grett knyne. 
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Goo THE HOLY GHOST, adds, 

1 Aod, if she aske the howe it myth ~' 
lette her, I, tbe holy goat, schal werke at this; 

Sche schal be savyd thorwe our uoyte. • 
lo tokyn, her bareyn cosyn Elyzabeth~ is 

-Qwyk with childe, in her' grett age, I wys ; 
Sey her', to vs, is oo thynge impossyble, 

Her' body achal be so ful fylt, with blys, 
That she achal sone thynke this sownde credyble. 

GABRIEL departs. He then appears to the Virgin, 
with this salutation : • 

Heyl !-fful of grace, God is with the ! 
Amonge all women blyssyd art th'u ! 

Her' this name Eva, is tumyd Aue, 
That is to say, with owte sorwe ar ye now! 

1 Thow sorwe, in yow, bath no place, 
Yet of joy lady ye nede more ; 

Therfore I adde, and sey, ful of grece,· 
ffor so ful of grace was nevyr oon bore ; 

Yet who bath grace :he nedyth kep1ng sor\ 
Therfor' I sey God is 1~ith "ihe;· ••• ' · 

Which schal kepe yow ~odlesly th~r' ; 
So amooge all women blyssyd are ye!('). 

Mary says she is troubled at the. greeting with
' grett shamfastnes.' (b) 

[P-rcs ~d; fror,t tu Apoc. N, Teat.] 

(•) MARY' vii.-s. Hail, Mary I Vir
,r;in of the Lord moat acceptable I Oh 
Virgin full of grace I The Lord,i1 with 
you, you are bleued aboye all women, 
you are bleBSed aboye all men, that 
ha.e been hitherto born. 

(b) 4. But the Virgin, who had be
fore been well acquainted with the 
coonteoaocea of aogell, and to whom 
aoch light from heaven - no 1lllcom-

moll thing, , , , . . 
5, Wu neither terrified with the Yi• 

sion of the angel, norutoniahed at the 
greatoeu of the light, but only troubled 
about the angel'• word• ; 

6. And began to consider what so 
extraordinary a salutation should 
mean, wh11t it did portend, or what 
aort of end it would have, 
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Gabryel.-Mary, in this, take ye no drede, 
For at God, grace fownde bane ye ; 

Ye schal conceyve, in yo' wombe, in dede, 
A childe, the sone of the trynyte ; 

His name, of yow, Jh'u clepyd schal be;(•) 
He schal be grett, the son of the· hyest, clepyd of kende, 

8t, of his ffadyr, davyd, the lord schal geve by' the se, 
Reynyng i' the boos of Jacob, of which regne schal be 

n' ende.(1') 

Maria.---~Aungel; I sey to yow, 
In what maner of wyse scbal.thie. be? 

ffor koow-n'ng of man I baue non now ; 
I baue evyr mor kept, &. schal; my virginyte ; • 

I dowte not the wordys ye ban seyd .to me,.,. , . , 
But, I aske howe it schal be do'?(!) 

Gab,yel.-The holy gost scbal com, fro above, to tbe ; 
8t the vertu of hy', hyest, schal ecbadu yu;(') 

He directs her tp visit Elizabeth,. her aged cousin, 
who is in the' sexte monytl:i •. o(her p~ss,g.e.' 

[Her the Aungel mak!Jtk a lytyl ratynge, ~ Ma,y be
.. ,.,._ ,. ho(<!,ytlihy', 4.,the .4ungel seyth,] 

(1) Mui, vii.-7. To thia thoogb't \a1ted one m·heaven, • 
the angel, divinely inspired, replies; 1S. And the Lord shall give him the 

8, Fear not, Mary, 81 though I ~ throne of hia other Darid, and be 
tended any thing incomiatent with your shall reign over the houae of Jacob for 
cbutity in this salutation : ever, and ofhia kingdom there 1hall be 

9, For you have found favour with no end. 
t'be Lord, beca111e yon made •irginity _ (•) 15. 'l'o this disconne of the an. 
your choice. gel the :Virgin replied, not, 81 though 

10, Therefore while yon are a Vir• she were nnbelie'fiog, but willing to 
gin, yon shall concei•e without sin, and know the manner-of it: 
bring forth a son. 16. She said, How can that be? For 

(b) 11 .. He &ball be great, becana6 seeing, accordiug ·to my Yow, I never 
he shall reign from sea to aea, and from have known.any man, how can I bear 
the rivtrs even to the liods of the earth.· a child ? • 

it. And he aball be called the Sou• •· '(")' 19) The Holy Ghost ahaJI come 
of the Highest; for be who i~ born in a ~b yon, ·and the power of the Moat 
mean atate oa earth, reigns in aa ex- • ahall overshadow yon, 
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The Holy Ghost 
Abydyth thin answer, and thin aueot. 

Thor'we wyse werke of dyvinyte, 
the aecuode p'sooe, verameot, 

la mad man, by fratemyte 
With inoe thi self, in place present. 

He acquaints her that 'all the blyssyd spyrytys, 
all the gode levers, the chosyn sowlys that ar in helle 
& byde J esu,' 

Thin answer deayr to her ; 
Aod thin assent to the incamac'oo :

Gyff" me my' answer', now, lady der'? 
Maria.-With all mekenes l 'clyne, to this a corde; 

Bowyoge down my face, with all benyngnyte. 
Se her, the band maydeo of our lorde, 

Aftyr thi worde be it don to me.(') 
Gabryel.-Gramercy ! my lady ff're; 

Gramercy ! of yo' aunswer on hyght ; 
Gramercy ! of yo'r grett humylyte ; 

, Gramercy ! the', lanteme of lyght ! 
[Her' the hol!/ gost discendit, 'll1ith uj. bern!JI, too' lady; 

the sone of the godhed, nest, with i9. btm!Js, to the holy 
gost; the jfad!Jr, godl!J, 'll1ith uj bemy,, to the ,one; And 
so entre, al thre, to her bosom ; If Mar!/ ,eyth,J 

A! now I fele, in my body be, 
Parfyte god, & parfyte man; 

Havyng al schapp of chyldly carnalyte :
Evyo, all at ooys, thus God be gan ! 

[Pa18afe J)flTGlkled; from t/u Apoc. N. Teat.) 

(•) MAaY, vii.-11. Then Mary. handmaid oftbeLord! Let it be onto 
stretching forth her baoda, and lifting \ me according to thy word. 
her eye, o beaveo, aaid, Behold the I 
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,r Nott takynge ffyrst o membyr, 8t sythe another, 
But parfyte childhod ye have a non ; 

Of your hand mayden, now, ye have made your modyr, 
With owte peyne in fflesche 8t bon ! 

Thus conceyved nevyr woman non, 
That evyr was beynge in ·this lytr; 

0 my' byeat ffadyr, in your troo, 
It is worthy your son, now my son, have a pr'ogatyff ! 

,r I cannot telle what joy, what blysse, 
Now I fele in my body. 

Aungel Gabryel, I thank yow for thys ; 
Most mekely recomende me to my faders mercy. 

To baue be' the modyr of God, fful lytyl wend I, 
Now, my' cosyn Elyzabeth ffayn wold I se, 

How scbe bath conseyvid, as ye dede specyfy. 
Now, blyssyd be the byg trynyte ! 

Galn-yel.-Far' weyl turtyl; Goddys dowter der': 
Far' wel Goddys modyr ; I the honowr : 

Far' wel Goddys sustyr, 8t his pleynge fer'; 
Far' wel Goddys chawmer, &. bis bowr ! 

MARY returns Gabriel's farewell, and says, 

I undyrstande, by inspyrac' on', 
That ye koowe, by synguler p'uylage, 

Moat of my soo'vs lncamac'on: 
1 p'y you take it in to vsage, 

Be a custom' ocupac'on, 
To ve.syte me, ofte, be mene passage; 

Your p'aeoce is my comfortac'on. 

GABRIEL courteously accepts the invitation, com
mends himself ·to 'the trone of the trinyte,' and 
ascends to' hefne,' with an Ave:-

AvE MARIA! gr'a pkna} ,, ,1. .1 • • , 
, t , , .ang a cantanao asta ,equentia. 
au, ecu uy go serena 

F 
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MYSTERY V. 
JN COTTON MS. PAGEANT XU. 

JOSEPH'S JEALOUSY. 

(•)Jc>seph.-llow dame, how! vndo your dor' ! vndo ! 
.Ar ye at hom ? why speke ye ootbt ? 

Susanna.-Who is ther? "hy cry ye 110 l 
Telle us your herand : wyl ye ought? 

Jo,q,h.-V n do your dor ! I sey you to, 
ffor to corn in is all my thought. 

Maria.-lt is my spowse, that spekyth us to, 
On do the dor, bis wyl wer' wrought. 

,i W di come hom, m'y husbood der ! 
How have you ·ferd, in fer co'ntre? 

Joseph.-To gete our levynge, with owtyn dwer', 
I have sor' laboryd, ffor the &. me. (b) 

Maria.-Husbond, rygbt gracyously, now come be ye; 
It solacyth me sor', sotbly, to se yow in syth. 

[Pa,,appcnlkkd-; Jr- CAe Apoc. N. Teat.] 

(•) MARY, •iii.-1. Joeepbtherefore 
went from Jodaea to G•lilee, with io
tentioo 10 marry the Virgin who waa 
betrothed to him ; 

2. For it wu now near three mootha 

aiore she was be-trothed to bim. 
(b) PaoTEVANOBLION, x.-1. Jo

aepb returned from hia building hooaea 
abroad, which wu bis trade, 
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Jo1epk.-Me merveylyth, wyff ! surely your face I can not se, 
But as the aonne with his bemys in 'he is most brytb. 

Maria.-,r Husbond, it is, as it plesyth our lord, that grace of 
by' grew. 

Who that evyr beholdyth me, veryly, 
They scbal be grettly steryd to vertu ; 

tfor this gyfte, and _many moo, good lord gramercy ! 
Josepk.-How hast thou ferde,jentyl 01ayde, 

Whyl I have be' out of londe ? · 
Maria.-Sekyr, ser; beth uowth dysmayde, 

Byth aftyr the wyl of goddys sonde. 
Jo,epk.-That semyth evyl, I am afrayd; 

Thi wombe to hyge doth stonde; (•) 
I drede me sor' I am be trayd, 

S'n other man the had iu honde, 
Hens, sythe, that I went: e) 

Thy wombe is gret, it gynnyth to ryse, 
Than has thou be gownne a synfull gyse, 

Thy self thou art thus schent. 
,r Now, dame, what thinge meilyth this? 

With childe thou gynnyst ryth gret to goo ; 
Sey me, Mary, this childys fadyr ho is 1 

I p'y the telle .me, aod that anon ? , , 
Maria.-Tbe fadyr of hevyn, &. se, it is, 

Other fadyr bath he non : 
I dede uevyr forfete with IJ)an, I wys, 

Wherefor', I p'y yow, amende yo' mon, 
Thi, childe is goddys, and your'. 

[P-,u paralldtd; fro• Ille Apoc. N. Teat.] 

(') MAaY·, vili.-3. At length ,itl faiµjli,11rly.wi1h her, he perceived her 
plainly appeared 1be was with child, to be with child. 
and it coold not be bid fr0111 Joseph: (b) 5, And thereupon began to be • 

4, For going to the Virgin iii a free uneasy au\l doubtful, not kuowing what 
manner, u one espoosed, and talking. course it would be best to take, 
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Joseph.- Goddya childe ! thou lyist, in fay'! 
God dede nevyr rape so with may'. 

• • • • 
But yit I say, Mary, whoos childe is this? 

Maria.-Goddys and your', I sey, I wys. 
Jo,eph.-Ya, ya I all olde men, to me take tent, 

& weddyth no wyff, in no kynnya wyse, 
That is a yonge wench, be m'y a sent, 

For doute 8t drede & swych servyse. 
Alas ! Alas ! my name is shent; 

All men may me now dyspyse, 
& seyn olde cokwold !-

• . . . 
Alas, and welaway ! 

Alas, dame ! why dedyst thou 10 ? 
For this synne, that thou hast do, 
I the for sake,,and from the go, 

For onys evyr, & dy. 
Maria.-Alas gode spowse ! why sey ye thus? 

Alas der' hosbund a mende yo' mod ! 
It is no man, but swete Jhus, 

He wyll be clad in 6esch and blood, 
Aud of yo' wyff be born. 

Saphor.-For sothe the A'ngel thus seyd he, 
That goddys sone, in trynite, 

For mannys, sake, a man wolde be, 
To save that is for lorn. 

Joseph.-An A'ugel ! alias, alas! fy for schame ! 
Ye syn now, in that ye to say ; 

To puttyn an A'ngel in so gret blame. 
Alas, alas ! let be do way ; 

It was s'n boy began this game, 
That clothyd was clene and gay, 

8t ye geve hym now an A'ngel name. 
Alas, alas!· and welaway, 

That evyr this game be tydde ! 
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A dame ! what thought baddyst thou? 
Her may all men this proverbe trow, 
That many a man doth bete the bow, 

Another man bath the brydde. 
Maria.-A gracyous God ! in hefne trone ! 

Comforte my spowse in this hard cu ; 
Mercyful god, a mend his mone, 

As l dede nevyr so gret trespas. 
Joseph.-Lo, Lo, sers! what told lyow, 

That it was not for my prow, 
A wyff to take me to, 

An that is wel seoe now ; 
For Mary, I ID1lke god a vow, 

Is grett with childe, lo ! 
Alu, why is it so l 

To the busshop I wole it telle, 
That he the !awe may here do, 

With stonys her to qwelle. 
,r Nay, nay, yet God forbede ! 
That I shuld do that ve'geabyl dede. 

But if I wyst, wel away ! 
I knew nev' with her, so God me 1pede, 
• To ky' of thynge, i' word oor dede, 

That towchyd velany. 
Nevyr the less what for thy, 

Thow she be meke & mylde, 
With owth maonys company, 

She myght not be with childe. 
,r But I ensur' my' wu it nevyr ; 

Thow yet she bath not done her devyr, 
Rather than l shuld pleyoy' opyoly, 

Certeynly, yett, had I levyr 
For sake the co'ntr', ffor evyr, 

& nevyr come i' her' co'paoJ. 
Por, & men knew this velany, 
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In reproff thei wolde me holde, 
And yett many bettyr than I, 

Ya ! bath ben made cokolde. 
,r Now, alas! whedyr scbal I gone l 

I wot nevyr whedyr, nor to what place ; 
For oftyn tyme sor'we comyth aone, 

& longe it is or it pace, 
No comfort may I have her'. 

I wys wyff thou dedyst me wronge, 
Alas I taryed fro' the to louge, 
.All men have pety eoime amonge, 

For to my sor'we is no cher.(") 
Maria.-God ! that in my body art seayd, 

Thou knowist my busbond is dysplesyd, 
To se me j' this plight; 

For uoknowlage he is desesyd, 
& tberfor help that he wer' esyd, 

That be myght knowe the ful p'f ygbt ; 
For I bane levyr abyde respyt, 

To kepe thi sone in p'uite, 
Graunted by the holy 1pyryt, 

Than that it shulde be opyn'd by me.· 

Goo appears and i~structs an Angel to desire Jo
seph will abide with Mary, she being pregnant by 
God himself. 

Ange/us.e)-Joseph! Joseph! thou wepyst sbyrle, 
Fro' thi wyff why comyst thou owte l 

[P....,.u l""'alltled; Jroa the Apoc. N: Teat.] 

(•) MARY, viii.-6. For being ajult 
DIIIU, be was not willing to expoae her, 
nor defame her by the 1111picion of be
ing • whore, aince he wu a pio1111 man. 

7. He purpoaed therefore privately 

to pat an end to their agreement, and 
u privately to aend her away. 

(") 8, Bnt while be wu meditating 
theae things, behold the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him. 
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Josep/a,-Good ser ! lete me wepe my ffylle; 
Go forthe that wey, &. Jett me nowght. 

THE ANGEL requests him to return and cheer her~ 

Scbe i~ a fut ciene inay', 
I tolle ye God wyl of her be bom, 
And sche clene mayd as she was be fom, 
To save maokynd that is for lorn; 

Go cher' her, tber'for', l say. 
Joiepla.-A, lord god! benedicite ! 

Of lhi gret comforte I thank the, 
That thou sent me this space; 

l mygbt wel a wy1t pa1de, 
So good a ~reatur' as sche, 

Wold uevyr a don' trespace 

• • • • • • . 
JOSEPH then returns to Mary, and under a feeling 

of repet1tance and delight, says, 

Joseph.-Alas ! for joy, I qwedyr &. qwake ! 
Alas ! what hap now was this? 

A mercy ! mercy ! my jentyl make, 
mercy! I have seyd al a mys ; 

All that I have seyd her' I for sake, 
Your swete fete now let me kys. 

Maria.-Nay Jett be; my fete not thou' them take; 
My mowth ye may kys, I wys, 

&. welcome on to me. 
Jo,eph.-Gra'mercy ! my' owyn swete wyff! 

• Gramercy ! myn hert ! my love! my lyff! 
Seba! I nevyr mor' malt sucbe stryff, 

Be twyx me &. the ! 

He teJls her he is convinced :-· 

Had thou not be' a vertuous wylbe, 
God wold not a be' the' witb inne. 
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JOSEPH assures MARY that hereafter he will serve 
her, and worship the child; yet he expresses cu
riosity-

& tberefor' telle me, & notbyoge w'bou'de, 
The holy mat'er of your coocep'ion. 

MARY relates, that the Angel Gabriel greeted her, 
and said, 

God abulde be borne of my bode, 
The ff'endys powste ff'or to ff'elle, 

Tbor'we the Holy Gost, as I wel se : 
Thus God, in me, wyl byde & dwelle. 

JOSEPH expresses satisfaction, thanks God, is re
conciled to Mary, and the performance concludes. 
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MYSTERY VI. 

IN COTI'ON MS. P4GE4NT XIII. 

VISIT OF MARY TO ELIZABETH. 

MARY discoursing with JOSEPH, informs him that 
Elizabeth is with Child, and proposes to visit her. 

Joseph.-A ! godya sake! is ,he with childe l ache? 
Than wole her husbood zak11rye be mery ; 

In Montana they dwelle, fer hens, so moty the 
lo the cety of Juda, I kuow it veryly, 

It ia hens, I trowe, myles two & ffyfty. 

They prepare for the journey, and on setting off, 
Mary urges Joseph to go fast, 'ffor I am schamfast 
of the pepyl to be seyne.' 

Jo,eph.-Amen, Amt>n, & evyr more, 
[~ lie t'nsient eta plac'ea.] 

Lo wytf ! lo! how starkly I go befor. 

CONTEMPLATION, 

Sovereynee ! Vodyrstand, that kyng davyd here 
Ordeyoed ff'our & twenty prestys, of grett devoc'on, 

lo the temple of God. • • • • • 
And on' \Vas prynce of prestys, bavynge d'nacy'o~, 

G 
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Amonge which was an old prest, clepyd Z'lkarye, 
& he l1ad an old woman to his wyff, of holy convenac'on, 

Whiche hyth Elizabeth, that nevyr had childe, verylye. 

CONTEMPLATION then states, that there has been 
an annunciation by Gabriel to Zachary that his wife 
should conceive, her consequent conception, and 
Mary's intended visit to her: 

Aad of her' tweyners metyng, 
her gynnyth the pro<.'eS ;

Now god be our begynnynge, 
&, of my tonge, l wole ses. 

Joseph.-A ! A! wyff', in feyth I am wery; 
therfore I wole sytt downe & rest me ryght her' 

Lo, wyff! her is the hous of Zakary, 
Wole ye l'clepe Elyzabeth to yow to •pew;? 

Mariq.-Nay, husbond, and it plese you, I sh11l goner. 
No,v the blyasyd trynite be in this hous ! 

A ! cosyn Elizabeth ! · ffete modyr ! what chff ? 
Ye grow grett ; E\; my God ! how ye he gntcYf)UI ! (•) 

Elit.abeth.-A non, as I herd of yow this holy gretynge, 
Mekest mayden, & 1he modyr of god, Mary, 

Be yo' breth, the holy gost vs was inspyrynge, 
That the childe in my borfy eitioyd gretly, 
,\nd tumyd down, on bis Imes, to our god, rt'verently, 

Whom ye her' in your body.(") 

They congratulate and ble!S each other. Eliza-

[ P"""fn paralltled; from tAe A~. N. Ttst.] 

(•) PROTI.VA!f, ix.-19. Then Ma'}', 
filll'd with joy, went away to her cot111B 
Elizabeth, and knocked at the door, 

(b) !O, Which when F.Jizabeth htard, 
she ran and opt>ned to her, and blened 
her, and said, Whe~t"e ia tbi, to me. 

that the mother of my Lord should 
come unto me? • 

,1. Fl>r lo I as ~n u the voit"e of 
thy 1alntation reached my ea~, thaa 
which i1 in :me 'lfapell and blessed 
thee. 
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beth asks • Mary what ~asioo~ her visit ; to this 
she answers, 

Ma,y.-Whaid:aat, in my ,lytyl IN•s; on 1o God praylltfe, 
Gabryel come, St seyde to me, Ave; 

· Ther J coaceyvyd God, at my conseotynge, 
Parfyte god ,8t p'fyte maa, at onya beyoge ; • 

Thao the Aungel seyd on to me, 
That it was· sex mooetbys syo your cooseyvynge, 

Thiil ·cawsy.tia my c:omynge coayu, yow to oo'fort 8t se. 

ELIZABETRaoquaipu Mary of her own conception 
after Gabriel's salutation, and -they -Sing Magnijicat, 
taking two Jines al~eroijtel_y. It is given in the Latin, 
and translated. ,int~ ~Qglish , ,ver~. Mary says this 
Psalm ought ... , , . 

to 'be aeyn 
Euery day amooge us, at oar eve ·song • . 

Bat, cosyn Etyzabeth, I 11cbal you her' kepe, 
St this tbre monethis abyde her' now, 

Tyl ye ban childe, to wascbe, sko'r, &. swepe, 
tit, in all ·that I may, to comforte yow. 

Elual>dh.-A ye! modyr of God! ye sbewe us her' .bow 
We 1chulde be made, that wreccbi, her be, 

All befne and herthe wurchepp yovr mow, 
That .ar' trone & taberoakyl of the hyg trinite. 

ZACHARY remains speechless durmg this conversa
tion. Joseph salutes him. 

Jo,tph.-A ! bow do ye? bow do ye, ft"ad,Yr Zacharje ? 
We ftalle ft"ast in age with owt otb: 

Why shake ye so yo' bed ? bane ye the palaye ? • 
Why •peke ye not ac:r' l I trowe ~e u' not wroth. 
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Eli:abeth.-Nay wys, ff'adyr Jotepb, tb'to be wer' ful lotb; 
It is the vesytac'on of God; be may not speke, veryly; 

lete us thank god therfor both, 
He scbal remedy it whan it plesyth his mercy. 

JOSEPH tells Mary they have far to go, and had 
better return home. After mutual leave taking with 
Zachary and Elizabeth, they depart. 

[Her Mary l,; Elizabet party, l,; Elizabet!& got!& to 
Zakarie l,; seyth,] 

Good husbond ryae up, I be seke yow, & go we the te'ple now 

fut, to worship, because god wyl be born. 

Cotepla'o11.-Lystenyth Sovereynys, her is a concluayon 
How the Ave was mad, her' is lernyd vs; 

The Aungel seyd, Ave g'ia plena d'u, tecum, 
benedicta tu in mulieribus. 

Elyzabetb seyd, et benedictus 
· fruiti, ventris tui. Thus the CHURCH added Maria, and 

Jh'us her. 
Who seyth our ladyes sawter dayly, ff'or a yer thus, 

He bath pardon ten tbowsand & eyte hundryd yer. 

CONTEMPLACION continues-relates that Mary 
abode with Elizabeth during three months, till John 
was born, and that then Zachary & Elizabeth 'pro
phecyed,' 

They made Benedictus them befom, 
- & so Mag11ificat and Benedictus 

ff'yrst, in that place thei made worn. 
whan all was don, our lady fre 

Toke her' leve, than after this 
At Elizabeth, &. at Zakarie, 

And kyssyd John, &. gau by' blys. 
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Now, most mekely ,ve thank you of yowr pacyena, 
& beseke yow, of your good supportac' on, 

If her' bath he seyd, or do' any i'co'uenyens, 
We assygoe it, to yowr good deliberac'on; 

Be aek'yn'ge, to crysts p'c'ous passyon, 
Co'serue & rewarde yowr hedyr comy'ge, 

With ..J.ae we be guo'e, & ..J.ve is our co'clusyon 
.4.ve Begia celor to our lady we synge. 

The Play concludes and ushers in the succeeding 
Pageant by the following sprightly address, which as 
a specimen of the language held by the Performers to 
their audiences is curious. In the last verse but one, 
there is a pre~ty clear intimation that the goodness of 
the playing was according to the liberality of the 
pay. 

,r A voyd &ers ! And lete my lorde the buschop come, 
And syt in the courte, the lawes for to doo ; 

And I schal goo io this place, them for to somowne, 
The that ben in my book, the court ye must com too. 

11 wame yow her', all a bowte, 

That I soinown you, aU the rowte, 

Loke ye fayl, for no dowte, 

At the court to 'per'. 

Both John Jordon', & Geffrey Gyle, 

Malkyn Mylkedoke, & fayr Mabyle, 

Stevyn Sturdy, & Jak at the style, 

& Sawdyr Sadeler. 
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,r Tho111 Tyoker', 8'. Betry, belle, 

Peyrs Potter, k Wbalt It tbe weUe, 

Symme Smalfeyth, &. Kate Kelle, 

&. Bertylmew the bocber'. 

Kytt cake~,&. Celett cnue, 

Gylle fetyse, &. fayr Jane, 

Powle pewter',&. P'nel prane, 

&. Pbelypp tbe good fteccber. 
' 

,r Cok crane, &. Davy drydust, 

Luce Lyer, &. Letyce lytyl trus_t, 

Mila the miller, &. coUe crake crus', 

Bothe bette the baker,&. Robyn Rede. 

Ami Joke ye rynge .wele io • yowr ,par-, • •. 

For ellys yowr cawse 111ey apilde •tbe·wun, 

Thew dat ye, elynge ,pd,!'• IGGJ's, ', 

E"7' at m,',dlede.. 

,r Bothe Bootyng the brOWMr7, &. Syb}'ly Sfynge,. , , 

Megge Mery wedyr, It. Sab,a Spry., 

Tyffaoy Twyokeler, ffayle ·for no tb:,eg9> 

tfaet co' A,..,, · 
The courte scbal be this day. 
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MYSTERY VII. 
IN con"OX 115. PMJ•4Nf' XlV. 

THE TRIAL OF MARY AND JOSE.PH. 

Two SLANDEREI.S introduc;~ the simpJe ste>ry of this 
performance. 

Prim. Detractor.~A ! A! serys, God save ,JOW all; 
Her' is a fayr pepyl, iu good fay • 

• • • • • • 
To reyse blnwdyr is al my, lay, · 

Bakbyter a my bro_ther of blood. 
,r Dede be ought come bedyr in al tbi& day ; 

Now wolde God that he wer 11,r', 
&, be my trewth, I dar' wel say, 

That, if we tweyn, to gedy, aper', 
Mor slawndyr ,ve to aehal a rer', 

With in an howr', tborwe outb this town, 
Than evyr ther was this tbowsand yer, 

& ellyl'I l shrewe you, bothe vp & down. 
,r Now, be my trewth, I have a syght, 

Euyn of my brother, lo wher be is:
Welcom, der brother ! my tro,fth f plyght, 
Yowr jentyl moYrdi let me now kys. 

S'c'dus Det'ctor.-Gramercy ~ brother, so have l blys; 
I am ful glad we me\ this day, 
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lit Detractor.-Ryght so am I, brother, I wy,, 
moch gladder than I kan say. 

1 But yitt, good brother, I yow pray, 
Telle, all these pepyl, what is yo' name : 

For yf thei knew it, my lyf I lay, 
They wole yow wurchep, 8t. spek gret fame. 

id Detractor.-! am bakbyter, that spyllyth all game, 
bothe hyd and knowyn, in many a place. 

lit Detractor.-Be my trowth,_ [ seyd the same; 
& yet sum seyden thou shulde have evyl grace. 

td Detractor.-,r Herk ! reyse sclaundyr: canst thou owth telle 
of any newe thynge that wrought was late ? 

1st Detract~r.-With in a shorte whyle a tbynge befelle, 
I trowe thou wylt lawhg ryghtt wel ther ate, 

ff'or, be trowth, ryght mekyl hate, 
If it be wyst, therof wyl growe. 

2d Detractor.- If I may reyse ther with debate, 
1 schal not spar' the seyd to sowe. 

Jst Detractor.-Syr, in the tempyl, a mayd ther was, 
Calde mayd Mary; the trewth to tell, • 

Sche seruyd so holy, with inoe that plas, 
men, seyd eche was fedde with holy A'ngell ; 

Sche made a vow with man nevyr to melle, 
But to leve chast, 8t. cleoe virgine, 

How evyr it be, her wombe doth swelle, 
8t. is as gret as thyne or myne. 

They discourse for some time upon this news very 
wittily, but in terms not befitting modern refine-

1 

ment. 
The Bishop, 'A8IZACHAR,' enters, with two Doctors 

of Law. They Jisten to part of the slander, and at • 
last the Bishop says, ' Herke ye felawys,' and in
quires why they defame the virgin's character-

I charge yow sea of your fals cry, 
ffor sche is sybbe of my owyn blood . 
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2d Dttractor.--,r Syb of thi kyn thow that she be 
All gret with cbylde h_er wombe doth swelle ; 

Do calle her hedyr, thi self acbal se, 
That it is trewtbe that I thee telle. 

lit Detractor.-Ser, for yowr sake, I achal kepe cowncelle, 
Yow for to greve I am ryght lotb, 

But Jiat, ayrs, lyst, what seyth die belle? 
Our fayr mayd now gret with cbilde goth. 

Prine. Doct. kg.--,r Make good heed, aen, what ye doth say, 
A vyae yow we)e what ye p'aent, 

Gyf this be fownde fah, anothyr day 
ft"ul aor' ye achal yowr tale repent. 

2d Detractor.-Ser, the mayd, foraothe, is good, St gent, 
Both comely, St cay, St a fayr wench; 

And, feetly, with help, sche can consent, 
To set a cokewo)de on the bye beocbe. 

Ep'u,.-Tbia ev'y' talys my hert doth greve, 
Of bir' to her' auc'b fow)e daJyawnee, 

If she be fowndyn iD such repreve, , 
She acbaJ sore rewe her governawna. 

1 Sym Somnor', ·in but wend thou thi way, 
Byd J oaepb, and bis wyft", he name, 

At the coorte to apper this day, 
Her' hem to pourge of her defame; 

Sey that I her' of hem grett achame, 
tit that doth me gret hevynes, 

If thei be cJene, with owtyn blame, 
byd hem come hedyr, 8t shewe wytt nes. 

Den.--1' All redy aer I achal hem caJJe, 
Her' at yo' courte for to apper, 

And, yf I may hem mete with aJJ, 
1 hope ryght sone tbei achaJ ben her. 

A wey, aeri l Jete me com ner'; 
A man of wurchep her' comyth to place. 

Of curteay, me aemyth, ye be to )er', 
Do of yo' hodys, with an evyl grace! 

B 
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,r Do. me su' wurchep be for my face, 
or, be roy trowth, I acbal yow make 

If that I rolle yow up in my race, 
ft'or fer I achal do yowr limbs qwake, 

But yit su' mede, 8t ye me take, 
I wyl with drawe my gret rough toth. 

Gold, or sylvyr, I \Vyl not for sake, 
But evyn as all somnon doth. . 

,r A, Joseph! good day, with thi tfayr spowse; • 
my lorde, the buschop, _bath for yow sent, 

It is hym tolde that in thi' house 
A cockolde is-. -

Maria.-,r Of God, in hevyo, I \ake wyttoes, 
That syoful werk was nevyr my dlought, . 

I am a mayd yit, of pur' cleones, 
Lyke as I was iu to this werd brought. 

Den.-Othyr wyttoes ahal non be sought ; 
Thou art with childe, eche malt may se; 

I charge yow bothe ye tary nought, 
But, to the buschop, i:Om forth, with me, 

J0&tph.-To the buschop, with )ow, we we~e ,· 
Of our purgac'on hawe we no-dowth .. •· 

Maria.-Almygbty God sbal be our frende,. 
Whan the trewthe is tryed owtlt~ . 

Den.-Ha! oo this wyse,.excusyth her', eve,y-scowte, 
Whan her owyo syooe hem doth 4efame; 

But lowly theriu thei gyn to lowth; 
Whan tbei be gyhy, 8t fowodyn in blame. 

Tberfore com forth cokewolde-

, THE SoM'NOR upbraids them. further, .and brings 
them before the Bishqp~ w~oin .. he thus addresses: 

My lord, the buschop ; her' baue I brought 
This goodly copyl, at yo' ·byddyog·; • 

&, as me semyth, as be her', fraught· 
ft'ayr chylde, lullay, sooe maat she syog. 
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1st Detractor.-To her a credyl St ye wolde brynge, 
Ye myght saue mony in her purse, 

be cawse she is your cosyn, (young) thynge~ 
I pray yow, ser, lete her oevyr far the wers. 

Ep'us.-,r Alas, Matyt what hast thou wrought?(') 
I am a schamyd evyn for thi sake 

Tell me who batli wrought this· wranke, 
How hast thou lost thi b'oJy name? 

Maria.-,r My name, I hope, is saff and sownde, 
God to wyttoes I am a mayd'. 

Of tBeschly lost St gostly wownde 
Io dede nor thought I nevyr asayd. (h) 

2d Doct. leg.-Herke th9u, Joseph; I am afrayd 
That thou bast wrought this opyn synoe ;(•) 

This woman thou hast thus be trayd, 
With gret flaterynge, or su' fals gynoe • 

• • • • • • 
'1.d Detractor.-Now, be my trowth,. ye bytte the pynne, 

With that purpose in feyth I holde, • 
Tell now how thou thus bir dudyst wynne, 

Or knowlych tbi self ffor a-cockewold ? 

Ja&eph.-Sche is, for me, a trewe cleoe mayde, • 
And I, for hir, am cleoe also; 

Of tBescbly synne-I nevy' asayde; 
Sythyn that sch.'_ '\Vas weddy~ me to. t) 

i • . • 

[Plllla6ff parllll,W; fr- tltt Apoc. N. Test.] 

(•) PaoTBVAlf, xi.-8. Both aheand 
Joeeph were bronght to their trial; 
and the priest said unto her, Mary, 
what bast thou doue? • 

(b) u. To wbicl;J with a flood of 
tean 1be answered, As the ~rd my 
God li•etb, I am innocent in bis 1igbt, 

seeing 1 know no man. 
(•) it, Then the priest said to Jo. 

aeph, Why but thon doue this? 
• (d) 13. And Joseph answered, as the 

Lord my God liYetb, I have not been 
coacew:ned-with her, • 
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.Ep'w.-Tbou scbalt not tcbape from v,, yitt 10, 

ff'yret thou lhalte tellyo m a nother lay, 
Streyt to the awter thou ,bait go, 

The drynge of ~eogeawna ther to a ,ay. 
,r Her i, the botel of Goddy, veogeauna; (•) 

This dryak tball be now thi purgac'on; 
11,i, bath 811die vertu, lly Goddya ordenauns, 

That what mm dryak of thie potac'oa, 
And goth (atraigbtway) in p'c:myoo, 

Her' in this plaee this awter abowtb, 
If he be gylty, aum maculacioa, 

Pleyn in bi, face, acbal abewe it owtb. 
[hie Jottpl bibit I, ,ap'cia «uiuit altar' dice',.] 

Jo,,pA.-Tbia drynk I take, with meke eotent, 
As I am gyltlea, to God I pray; 

Lord! u thou art omnypotente, 
On me then abewe the trowtb this day. 

[modo bibit.} 
About tbie awter I take the way ; 

0 gracyoaa God help thi aervauot, 
A,, I am gyltlea, a gen you may ; 

Thi hand of mercy, this tyme, me graunt. 

Dm.-This olde abrewe may not wele goo, 
Longe he taryelh to go a bowtb; 

lyft up thi feet, set forth tbi ton, 
or, be my trewtb, thou. getyst a clowte. 

JOSEPH is sorely upbraided and taunted, by the 
Som'nor and the Slanderers, whilst he paces round 
the altar. 

[P--,.,..,.,,.,;Jfflt tleApac. N. Teat.] 

(•) PaOTBTH, xl.-1'1'. But be wept I the Lord, which ia for trial, and IO • 
bitterly, and the prieat added, I will your iniquity aball lie laicl open before 
c1111e you botb to drink the -ter of yoa. . • 
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J0&epk.-A, gracyoua God! help me thit tyde, 
Ageyn this pepyl, that doth me defame, 

.A. I nevyr more dede towche her syde, 
Thu day help me, fro werdly schame, 

Abowte this awter to kepe my fame. 
,r vij. tymes I haue gon rownd abowte, 

If I be wurthy to sotfyr blame, • 
0, ryghtful god! my synne abewe owugbte. 

Ep'u,.-Joseph; with herte, thank god, thi Jorde, 
Whoa hey' mercy doth the excuse; 

ffor thi purgac'on we schal recorde, 
With hyr, of syooe, thou dedyst oev' muse; 

But, Mary, thi self mayst not refuse, 
All grett with chylde we ae the stonde ; 

What mystyz man dede the mys vae ? 
Why bast thou synnyd A geyn tbi huabonde ? 

Maria.-1 trespacyd nevyr, with erthely wyght, 
Therof I hope, th'owe goddya aonde, 

Her to be purgyd, be for yo' syght, 
From all syone clene, lyke as my' busbonde ; 

Take me the botel, out of yowr honde ; 
Her achal I drynke, befom yowr face, 

A bowth this awter than schal I fonde 
vij tymea to go, by godys grace. 

id Doct. leg.-,r With goddys hyg myght loke thou not rape, 
Of thi purgac' on wel the a vyse ; 

Yf thou be gylty thou mayst not schape, 
be war evyr of god that ryghtful juatyce. 

If God with vengeauoa set on the his syse, 
Not only thou, but all thi kyn is schamyd, 

Bettyr it is to telle the trewth devyae, 
Than God for to greve, & of h,m be gramyd. 

:·MARY drinks of the water of vengeance, and walks 
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around the altar, saying a prayer to God, which she 
concludes thus: 

Gabryel me, with wordys, he be fom, 
That ye, of your goodoes, would become my cbylde ; 

Help now of your hyg-oess, my wurcbep be not lorn, 
A der' sooe ! I p'y yow, help yo' modyr mylde. 

MARY receives no harm from the potation, and the 
High Priest, in astonishment, declares, that 

Scbe is cleoe mayde, both modyr and wyff ! 

The Slanderers suspecting some deceit, 
dissatisfaction. 

ht Detractor.-Be my fadyr sow le, her' is gret gyle; 
be cause she is ayb of yowr kynreed,. 

The dryok is chaungyd, by au' fats wyle, 
That ache no shame shulde haue this steed. 

express 

The High Priest orders the Slanderer to drink of 
the same cup. 

1st Detractor.--Syr, in good feyth, o draught I pulle, 
If these to driobn have not all epent. 

He instantly becomes frantic from th~ draught; 
the Bishop and all present ask p'ardon of Mary for 
their suspicion and · detrection, which •She grants; 
she and Joseph congratulate each other; and the 
piece concludes. 
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MYSTERY. VIlJ~ 
IN COTTON MS. PAGEANT XV. 

THE MIRACULOUS BI-RTH,--AND THE 
MIDWIVES. 

THE Play comtnencesby:Jo_s~ph·-~oqua.ipti~~~ary, 
that Octavian having demaud~d trHn.1.te_ to be c cryed 
in every bourgh. & cety pe name.' he must ~ sekyr
nedys' in 'Bedleem' by labor. (8) Mary says she will 
go with him., where she may perhaps find some of her 
kin. 

Joseph.~M1 spowse y_e be with cbilde; 1 fer yow to kary; 
For,· me semytb, it wer' wetkys· wylde: 

- , ( , ' • I 

But yov, to plese,· ·r.tgfli fayri wt>ld I ; • ·' • • • 
Yitt' women bet. e~ tc>·~, wbao. lhei be with cbilde. 

NOW latt us forth wend, ... wt ., •• niay,; . : 
& al mygbty God specie us; io .our jiunay. 

MARY, while they are travelling, espies a tree, and 
inquires c,f Joseph, 

A my swete busbond ! wolde ye teUe to me, 
What tre is yon, standing vpon yon hyUe ? 

J0&eph.-For suthe Mary it ~-clepyd a chery. tre ; 
lo tyme of yer, ye· mygbt _ffede yow theron .j,owr fyUe . 

. • '' . 
[P--,, ~;fr-tie Apoc. N. Test.] 

(•) Paonv.u. xii·.-1. And it came ' the Jewa lboald be tued, who were of 
to pus, that there went forth a decree 

1

- Bethlehem, in Jada. 
from the Emperor Auguatoa, that all 
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Maria.-Tum a ceyo, huabood, & he holde yon tre, 
How that it blomypt, now, eo awetly. 

Jo,q,/a.-Cum on Mary, that we we,n at yon Cyte, 
or ellya we may be blamyd, I telle yow lytbly. 

Maria.-1 Now my apowae, I pray yow to be hold 
How the cheryea growyo vpon yon Ire; 

ff'or to have them, of rygbt, ff'ayo I wold, 
& it pleayd yow to labor' eo mec'h for me. 

J osepA.-1 Yo' deayr to ff'ulfylle I schall aaay eekydy :
Ow! to plucke yow of these cheriea, it i1 a werk wylde ! 

ff'or the tre is so by', it wol not be lyghtly 
Y' for lete hy' pluk yow cheryea, be gau yow with childe. 

Maria.-1[ Now, good lord, I pray the, graunt me this bona, 
to haue of theae cheriea, & it be yo' wylle ; 

now, I thank it god, yia tre bowyth to me down, 
I may now gader'y • nowe, & etyn my ff'ylle. 

JOSEPH perceives, by the bowing down of the tree, 
that in speaking thus reproachfully to the Virgin, he 
has offended ' god i' trinyte,' and he humbles himself. 
Meeting ' Emes,' a citizen of Bethlehem, they .are in
formed the city is full, on account of the person, re
sorting to pay tribute. Mary says, 

Y ondyr ia an boua of baraa, that atant be the wey, 
Amonge the beatya, herberyd may ye be. 

• • • • • 
Jfarui.-ln dua por' loge my chawmer I take, 

her for to A byde the blyayd byrth 
of hym, that all du, werd dude make:

be twyn m'/ aydya I fele be atyrth. 

Joseph accordingly brings her in. Mary reqt.1ires 
him to depart, and he does so, telling her he will 
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'seke su' mydwyvys.' He meets two, whose help he 
desires for Mary, which they promise. 
Salomee.-My name is Salomee, all m~ me koowe, 

ft'or a mydwyff of wurthy fame; 
Whan women travayl grace doth growe, 

There a_s I come I had oevyr shame. 
Zelom!le.--And I am Zelomye, men knowe my name, 

We tweyn, with the, wyl go to gedyr, 
&. help thy wyff, fro hurt ~ grame, 

Com forth, Joseph, go we atreyth tbedyr, 

THE MIDWIVES, being alarmed at a. great light 
within,decline entering. Joseph returns; inquires of 
Mary how she fares, and tells her the midwives are 
without, ' & dar not come in for lyght that they se.' e) 

[hie Maria subridendo dicat maria.] 
Maria.-The mygbt of the godhede, in bis Mageate, 

wyl not be byd now, at this whyle; 
The chylde that is born wyl p'ue his modyr fre, 

A very clene mayde, &. th'r for I amyle. 
Joseph.-Why do ye lawghe, wyff, ye be to blame; 

I pray yow, spowae, do no mor 10; 

In happ, the mydwyuya wyl take it to grame, 
&, at yo' nede, heJpe wele non do ; 

Iff ye haue nede of mydwyuys, lo, 
P'auentur, tbei wyl goo hens, 

Yr for be sad, &. ye may so, . • 
And wyonyth aU the mydwyuis good diligens. 

[P.....,. paralle'led; from tie Apoe. N. Test.] 

(•) PaoT&vu. xiY,-9. And the 
midwife went along witb him, and 
1tood in the cue. 

10. 1'hen a bright cloud overshadow
ed the caye, and the midwife aaid, 
Thia day my aoul ia magnified, for 
mine eyea have seen 1arpri1iog things, 
and aalvation ia broogbt forth to Israel, 

U. Bat on a sadden the cloud be, 
came a great light In the cave, so that 

their eyes could not bear it. 
1!, But the light gradually decreas. 

ed, until the infant appeared, and sutk• 
ed the breast of his mother Mary. 

13. Then the midwife cried ont, and 
said; How glorious a day is this, where
in naiae eyes have seeu this extr,wrdi
nary sight! 

14 And the midwife went out from 
the cave, and Salome met her, 
1 
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Maria.-,r Husbond, I p'y yow, dyaplese yow nowth, 
You that I lawghe 8t gret joye haue; 

Her' is the cbylde, this werde bath wrought, 
born now of me, that all thynge schal saue. 

Joaeph.-I aske yow grace, for I dyde raue. 
0 gracyous childe ! I aske mercy ; 

As thou art lord, 8t l but knaue, 
ffor geue me now, my gret foly. 

,r Alas, mydwyuis ! what haue I seyd r 
I pray yow corn to us mor' ner\ 

ffor her' I fynde my wyff a mayd, 
&, in her arme, a chylde bath her'. 

bothe mayd &. modyr sch' is, in ffer 
That gode wole baue, may nevyr mor' fayle, 

Modyr on erth was nevyr non cler, 
With owth sche had, in byrth, travayle. 

Zelomy.-,r In byrth, travayle must sche nedys haue, 
Or ellys no cbylde of her' is born . 

. Joseph.-l pray yow, dame, 8t ye vow'ch sa'ue, 
com se the cbylde, my wyff beforn. 

Salome.-,r Grete god be in this place ! 
swete systyr, how far ye ? 

Maria.-1 thank the fadyr, of his hyg grace, 
His owyn son, 8t my chylde, her' ye may se. 

Zelomy.-,r All beyl Mary! & ryght good morn! 
Who was mydwyfe of this ffayr chylde ? 

Maria.-he, that no thyoge wyl leaue for lorn, 
Cent me this babe, 8t I mayd mylde. 

Zelomy.-,r With honde lete me now towch and fele. 
Yf ye baue nede of medycyn, 

I :ial yow comforte, & help ryght "'ele, 
As other women, yf ye haue pyn. 

Maria.-,r Of this fayr byrth, that her is myn, 
Peyne ner grevynge fele I ryght non ; 

I am clene mayde, & pure virgyo, 
Tast with yo' hand, yo' self a loo. 

[hie palpat Zelomye beatam v'gi,iem dicens.] 
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ZELOMY is satisfied that 'a fayre chylde of a may~ 
don is born: and ' his mod yr nott hurte of virgynite.' 

' 
Salome-1 It is not trewe, it may oevyr be, 

That bothe be cleoe I can not be leve. 
A mayd's mylke nev' man dyde se, 

Ne woman her' cbylde, with owte grelt greve. 

[hie tangit Salomee Marie,~ eu' areseerit man' ei' 
vlulando ~ quasijlendo dieit.] 

SALOMEE exclaims, that for her unbelief her hand 
is 'ded, & drye, as claye,' and 'styff, as a stykke.'e) 
She prays to God to be relieved, reminding him of 
her alms and other good deeds.(b) This draws down 
an angel, who desires her to worship the child, and 
to touch his clothes.n She goes to Mary, and asks 
forgiveness, who repeats the angel's request, 

[hie, Salomee tangit fimbriam Christi dieens,] , 

and her hand is immediately restored.(d) 

[Paa,age, paralkltd; from the Apoc. N. Test.] 

(•) PaoTEvAN. xiv.-18. 1J Then 
Salome went in, and the midwife said, 
Mary, ahew thyself, for a great contro
versy ia risen coucemiug thee. 

t9.And 8alome received aatiafactiou. 
20. But her baud waa withered, and 

ahe croaned bitterly, 
2i. Aud said, W o to me, because of 

mine iniquity; for I have tempted the 
living God, and my hand is ready to 
dror, off: 

( ) Then Salome made her 111ppli
catiou to the Lord, and 1aid, 0 God of 
my fathers, remember me, for I am. of 
the seed of Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob. 

28. J\J ake me not a reproach among 
the children of Iarael, but reatore me 
sound to my parents. 

24, For thou well knowest, 0 Lord, 
that I have performed many offices of 
charity in thy name, and have received 
my reward from thee. 

(•) PRoTEVAN. xiv.-25, Upon thia 
an angel of the Lnnl ~tood by Salome, 
and said, The Loa-dOod bath heard thy 
prayer, reach forth 1by hand to the 
child, and carry him, aud by that meaua 
thou ahalt be restored. 

(d) t8. And 1traightway Salome waa 
cured. 
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Tm: MIDWIVES take their leave, SALOMEE declar• 
ing that, 

lo every place I schal telle this, 
Of a clene mayde that god is born ; 

&, in our lyknes, god now clad is, 
Mankend to save that. was for lorn ; 

his modyr a mayde, as sche was beforn ; 
Natt fowle poluiyd, as other women be, 
, but fayr, 5t. frescb, as ro~ on thorn, 
Lely whyte, clene with pur virginyte. 

END OF COVENTRY MYSTERIES, 

FROM APOCRYPHAL STORY, 
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JUusstrattonss anb m,btttonss. 

" Sir,-it ia the great excellence of a writer to put into hia book u much ·u 
hia book will hold," . Jobsmt to BOIIDeU, 

!.-COUNCIL OF THE TRINITY. 

" The common definition of man ia false: he ia not a reasoning animal. The 
beat yon can predicate of him i1, that lie ia an aaimal capable ef reasouiag." 

w arblWIOII, 

,r .t,pemlum uttae· €brt!Stt: tb~ bOltt tbat ts tleptb 
tbe .,ffltrrour of tbe bltsseb l~tre of ®r lot.b.e-jtu 
upsft .. 

A FOLIO volume in MS., writb!o on vell~ and bearing the above 
title, is in my possession. . It gives an account of a great Council in 
heaven, which from the ensuing exb'acts will. appear similar to that 
in M!Jslery IV,C-) In some instances the language of each is al,. 

most literally alike; in others, that of the MS. is more amplified. 
After various opinions during a long discussion between Mercye, 
Sothfastnes, Pees, and Rytewisnes, cQncemiog the means. of 
making s.tisfaction for the sinful fall of man,_ ' Pees,' proposed 
that 'for a fynal dome in this matyr, let be made a gode dethe of 
man, so that one be fo'nden withouten synne, that may 8t wolle 
innqc~ntly, 8t for ch!lf.iti,, stdfre deth for man.' To tbi1 .. they 
all assented~ and ' tliei askeden amqoge hemself whether that one 
myght be. founden that scbulde (ulfille and do .this dede of clwlte.' 

• ' Than Me.rcye toke with bur Reson, 8t soug~t IUJlQDge alle 

(•) Page 38,.auw .. 
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the ordres of Aungeles in heuen, to se whether eny of hem 
wer' able to do this dede ; bot there was none. Also Sothfastnes 
sought fro heuen to the clowdes bynetheo, whether tber were eny 
creatur that myght p'forme it; & thei wereo alle vnable. Rygbt
wisnes went down to ertbe, & sought amonge the hyghe hilles, & 
into the depe pytte of belle, whether ther wereo eny man that 
myght take this good & innocent detbe; but ther was noue fo'udeo 
cJeoe of syone, ne not the childe of one dayes birthe.' 

Upon this they were greatly grieved :-' than seyd pees wot ye • 
not wele that the p'pbet that seyde ther' is none foundin that may 
done gode ; afterward he . potteth to more, & seith, till it cotn to 
one ; this on man may be he that gafe the sentence aforsaide of 
man'es saluacioo. Wber'fore prey we hym that he wol help & 
fulnlle it in dede; for to bym speketh the p'phete aftre in the for-
seyd psalme, saying, Lorde thou schalt saue man, and bestowe 
aftre thi mykel mercy. Bot than was a question amooge the 
sustres, commyttid to Reson for to determyn, which p'sooe of 
tbre, Fader, & Soon, & holi goste, one Gode, schulde be com 
man' & do this m'cyfull dede. Theo seyde Reson, that, for als 
mykell as the p'soo of the fader is propurly dredfull & myghty, 
the p'son of the son alle wyse and witty, aode the p'sone of the 
holi goste most benygoe and godely, the seconde p'son semeth 
moste conuenient. ,r Ande, whao Reson had seyd this verdyt, the 
Fader seide it was bis wille that it schulde be soe, the Son gaffe 
gladly bis assent therto, ande the holi goste seide he wolde 
worcke ther to also. And than fallyog dowoe alle the boli spirits 
of heueo, and sou'e,nly thonking the Holi Trinite, the four sustres 
aforsed weren kyssed ande made accorde.' 

The MS. proceeds to relate ' what Seynt Jerome, wrytyog of 
bir_ life, seyd' concerning the religious education and exercises of 
the Virgin Mary in the temple, after she was left there at three 
years of age by her parents. It then relates that:-

' Whan plente of the tyme of g'ce was com'eo, in the whiche 
the bygbe trinite ordeyoed to save manky'de, that was dampned 
throughe the synoe of Adam ; for the grete charite that he hadcle 
to mao'kynde, stirying bym in bis g'te m'cye, & also the prayer, 
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& the inst'ance of alle the blissed spirits of beuen, aft' that the 
blissed maiden marie wedded to Joseph, was gone home to Na
zareth, the fader of heuen called to bym the Arcbangele Gabriel, 
and seyd to hym in this maner ;-goo to our der' dougbt' marye 
the spouse of J osep, the which is most cher to vs of alle creatures 
in ertbe, and saye to hir, that my blissed son bathe coueyted hir 
schappe and hir bewte, & chose hir to hi11 moder, & th'fore praye 

. bir that sche resceyue bym gladly; for, by hir, I haue ordeyned 
the hele & the saluacion of all' man'kynde ;-& I wole forgete 
& forgyue the wronge that bath be' done to me of hym her' before. 
,r And so, anone, Gabriel rysyng vp gladde & ioycunde, toke 
his tleyte fro' the byghe heuen to erthe ; ande in a moment be 
was in mannes licknes byfore • the virgyn marie, that was in hir 
pryue chan'ber that tyme closed, & in bir p'yers or in bir medita
•cions, p'auentur' redying the p'phecye of ysaye toucbyng the In
camacion. And yit also, swyftly as be ftowe, his Jorde was come 
byfore, & be foude alle the holy trinite comen or bis message. 
For thou schalt vodirstonde that this blissed lncarnacion was the 
highe werke of alle the holi trinite, thoughe it be that only the 
p'sone of the son was incarnate & bycome man. ,r Bot now be 
warr her', that thou erre not in ymagynacion, th'fore take her' a 
gen'ale doctryne in this meter, now what tyme thou herest, or 
thinkest, of the trinyte, or of the godhed, or of gostly creatures, 
as aungels & soules, the which thou maiste not see with thi bodely 
eyze, and thi proper kynd, ne fele with tbi bodely wytte, streyne 
not to ferre in that mat'er, occupye not thi wytte thererwitb, as 
thou woldest undirstonde it by kyndely resonne, for it wil not be, 
while we be in this b'ustouse body, liuynge her' in erthe. And, 
th'fore, whao thou hereat eny suche thinge, in by leue that passeth 
thi kyndely reso'ne, trowe, sotbfastly, that is sothe as holi chirche 
techeth, & go now forth & so thou schalte byleue.' 

After the salutation, which is detailed at great length, the angel 
requests Mary's consent to become 'goddes moder,' which she 
complies with. 

' Anone withoute dwellyog goddes son entred into bir wombe, 
and, throwgh worcking of the holi goste, was made man, in ver-
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rey flesch & blode, taken of hir body, aode, not as othe' children, 
conceyued & born by kynde bene schapen, membre aft' membre, 
ande aft' the soule sched into the bodye, bot anon, at the finte 
insta'oce, be was full schappe in alle membris, and alle bole man 
in body 8c, soule, but, never the les, ful lytel in quantite; for aft' 
be waxed more 8c, more kyndely than oth' children done : so that, 
at the fyrsie, be was full perfyte god and man, as wyse ande as 
mygty as be is nowe. Ande, when this was done, Gabriel, 
k.uelynge downe with our ladye, &, sone aft', with bir rysyng vp, 
tolte cnrteysly his leue of bir, with a devoute & a lowe bowyng to 
the erthe.' 

According with the above account of the incarnation is the 
information in Erasmns's Exposition of the Creed, that 'the re
lygyouse contemplacyon of good & godly men bathe taugbte-
that •the holye · ghoste. toke one of the moste purest droppe, of 
bloode out of the vergine Maries berte, and layde it downe into 
ber·matrice; and that ·hereof, sodeynly, was made the perfighte 
body of a man, soo smalle as is a lytle spyder wbiche is but euen 
now cropen fortl,e from the egee, but yet with all the membres 
fulle fynysshed and perfyght ; and that, in the same momente, a 
soule was infused and putte into it, beynge euen verye than, forthe
with, as perfyghte in· all 'powers and qualytyes, as it is now· in 
beuen.'(•) 

If this, and the last paragraph extracted from the MS. be com
pared·with the scene in the Mystery,(~) the similitude between the 
curious narration in each will be as apparent as that between the 
Council of the Trinity in the Mystery and the same event in the 
Speculum Pita Christi. 

(•) Erasmns oil the Crede, 8vo. 15SS. art. the Deecent. 
(h) Page 44, ante. 
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H.-THE BRETHREN OF THE HOLY TRI
-NITY, OF ST.·BOTOLPH WITHOUT _AL
DERSGATE. 

" The fonrme of the Trinity_ waa fonnden in. Maµne, that was Adam. our fore
.fadir> of eartb.oon personne; and Eve, of Adam, the aecnnde peraone; !llld 
of them both waa the third peraone. At the .deth_of a .manne three Bellia 
abulde be ronge, aa bis knyll, in woncbeppe of the Trinetee; and for a wo
manne, who was the 11ec11nde peraone of the Trinetee, two Bellia should be 
ningen,'' 

Attcient Homily/or Trinity S1111day. 

AN Episode.is often pleasant to the bystander, and always to the 
person making it ; with whom it is sometimes the consequence of a 
~ridden recollection-' this puts me in mind of that:' so, while writ-

, ing the la~t article of the Council of the Trinity in Heaven, I' was 
reminded of a Guild of the Holy Trinity of the City of London. 
If the· reader please he may look at the following account of it ; 
. if ~e have no taste for such matters I am sorry for it ; he can pass 
_· to so~eth,ing· more likely to amuse him, and I apologize for the 
. interruptiQD. •. . 

This fraternity of the Holy Trinity was founded in the forty-
eighth year of Edward III. 1373', in honour of the body of Christ, 

• and°'to. maintain thirteen wax lights, burning about the sepulchre· 
. in the tim~ of Easte~ in the said Church, and to find a Chaplain. 
'Their chief day of solemnity was on Trinity Day to hear Mass in 
honour of the body of _Christ, and of the Holy Trinity, and to 
make their offerings.-The Brotherhood consisted of a Messuage 
House and Tenement called Trinity Hall, otherwise the common 
Hall of the Fraternity or Guild of the Holy Trinity, founded in 
the Church of St. Botolpb, Aldersgate, and also eight Messuages 
and Tenements, commonly calledT/,e Trinity, also situate beneath 

K 
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Trinity Hall.• So far this is Stow's account ; to which may 
be added that, in Catholic worship thirteen Candles are an alle
gory of Christ and the twelve apostla, and that in one of its cere
monies, the twelve candles denoting the twelve apostles are extib
guished at interval• during succeuive part, of the service, until 
one only is left which represent& Cbriat deserted by the disciples, 
and in the end that one is put out to signify his deatb.b 

• Stow'a Leedaa, Yol. i. p. 61S, &c. 
b 'tie ~-(?II« 'If IA, Helf if,,_ llifca\ fu Obrdt pe,/orw OIi Wtd

Uf, n.r..te,, 4' Fri411J l,ef'w, E.,,,,.,1760,' 8Yo., of which lhan a copy lo my 
pouellioa, marked • & BibliotAd F. F. Ma.If. A111t, l.oiedilli,' coataioa the sir· 

• nificatiollof certaia -'""· C In the Enning ofWedouday, Thonday,and Fri
day, the Cborch performa a aolemo office called ni....-The name of Ttlll6rw 
ii pna to it fr- the ceremony of extiogoilbingall the -4ln doriog the coorae 
ef it, till Ill lut it la fioilbed in total darltnela ; which ia the 1igllificatioo of the 
word 'JiiN6ne.-The ais candles on the altar, and the Nftft ~ on the 
F.pilde aide, all barning at tbe beponiog of the Office, ligoify the light effaith 
·preaabtd by the prophell and J ... Cbriat : ef whidl Fllilla .. teodallllOtal 
article ia Me JI,,,,,, 'If lfte BHIHD Ta1•1TY, ,.,,._,.,, if flt, TRIHOULAR 

C4IIDLBmc1t. At the repetition of the fourteen Antiphooa lo the matim aDd 
Janda, ,_,_ of the candlet i,o the triangular candleatick are elltingoilbed ; 
and tt the lill last venea of the Benedicto,, thOle on the altar are pot oat; to 

· •eh 111 that the Jewa were totally deprived of the-light ef &ltb when they pat 
ear SaYioar to death. But the.Nleati ..U,, that repneeata the light of the 
world, Jeam Cbriat, ia oDly hidden for a time under the altv, ud afterwuda 
brought oat again ,till boroiog, to eigllify that thongh Chriat, according to hia 
humanity, died and wu laid in the eepolchre, yet he wu ahnya aliYe, accord
ing to hia diYinity, by which he raised hia body apia to life.' Tbe.clmbea, 
tipi6es the darkoeu at the croeimioa; ud ' the ,..i,e .., at the ud or the 
Prayer, repreaeata the coutbaion ofnatare t'or the lou of ill author.' 

Al ill the above ceremonial the Trillity ia represented by a triangular ..ue. 
dick, eo also ~t i1 repreeented by a triangular Ctl1tdk. An eo,:raYiog by Galle, 
figora tke ,,._,.,_. cadft u 1tuding in a canclleatick held by aa Aagel. I 
1objoiD from recollec:ti~n a lketch ofthil sep...cation efthe Trillity. 
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_ From the Chartulary of this religious Guild in my possession, 
I am enabled to relate the following particulars concerning it. 

The volume commences with the Romish Calendar on Vel
lum, in which are marked obytes of the brethren. It is followed 
by the statutes of the Order: one ordains, that the priest shall be 
charged by the wardens of the year, for to do his mass, winter 
and summer, by five o'clock, ' sayinge by fore muse, duly, a 
Jaemorie of tbe arr1Jn1.1tee :' another directs,. ' that in' the sun
day next aft' alle sowlen day, t~e preste schal rede openlycbe, 
stondynge in the pulpyte, alle the name, of the bretberen and. 
the austren that hen on lyue.' A ' dirige~ was also ordained' on· 
the Sunday night after ' alle eowlen day,' and on the morrow. a 
requiem for the dead ' bretheren and sustten: at which each 
brother and sister should attend and offer 'an. halfe-peoy,' or. be 
' vppon peyoe of a powide of wexe.' It WQ directed, ' Also, gif 
eny of the bretherhode be a losed of eny tbefte, or be be an ·comm' 
contekour., or com'n baaardour, or of eoy oth' wycked fame, wber
fore by, that tbe co'pany may ben a apayred, or defamed, it.is ordey
ned that thei ben yputte oute of the bre~ bode.' It wu fu.,iher 
ordained that the priest should have ' for bia lyG.ode' ten marb' 
annually, and ' an dowble bode of the colour of the breth.'hod~ ;' 
And also ' that be be meke and obedient vnto the qwer' in elle 
diuloe seruyces dvrynge bys t'me, u custome is in the citee 
aD10nge alle othe' p'stes.' • The statutes are succeeded by lists. 
of the brothers and sisters in. different years. The first iist is 
preceded by the form of the Priest's address, on re-.diog their 
names, in the following words : ' Gode bretheren and susteren : 
it is forto weten and knoweu, that the bygynnynge of this bre
therliode of grete deuocio'n, eu'y_ ma' payoge a peny, forto 
fynde xiij taperes abOQt the, sel>ulcre of c'ste at Estre, in the 
chirche of seyot Botulpbe, withoute Alderesgate, in Louodon. 
Aft' that, throug'e more gretter deuocio'n, & steryuge vnto the 

, wor&<:hippe of god, il' was. ytume in' to a frat'nyte of 4tbe· toll} 
4!:rl}ni'te, nougt with stondynge the fjndyoge eu'y yere, the 
may'tenynge of the forsayde xiij taper's; of the whiche breth'hode 

.)hea' were thei,' -Then before the names, is this notice ; ' At 
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the bygynny11ge of this frat'nyte, the whiche was bygun'e in the 
yere of kynge Edwar4e the thredde, 011e and f !lft!J • thes weren t~e 
bygy'neres th'pf, and maysteres, & gou'nour's, for the first yer'; 
that is to sayen:-P}JtLIPPUS AT Vvrn:; AGN~:s, tu:'. eius; 
Jou'Es BocKYNGE. These bethetb names of the bretheren, 
8(. the susteren, the whiche entreden in to the forsayd_e brether
hode, i' her tyme.' The names of fifty-three ' bretheren,' and 
twenty-nine ' susteren,' ·immediately follow. 

In the lists of this fraternity I find in the 10th year of Henry 
IV., the names of ' Thos' de Berkyng, Abbas de Seynt· 

• Osyes. Joh'es Roos, Armiger. Galfra' Paynell, Armiger. D'us · 
Joh'es Watford, P'or s'ti' Barthi'. D'us Joh'es Yonge, supp'or' 
s'ti' Bartbi'. Ric's Laocastre, Rex de Arm is. Kat'ina, vx' ej'. 
Ric's Haye Armig'. Joh'a, vx' ej'. Will's Y rby, Armiger P'or'. 
s'ti Bartbi'. Ric's Maydestone, A~mig. Will's Mounsewe, Ar
mig'i, cu' Cou11te de W estm'land. Rob's Strangweys, Armiger, 
ibid. Rogerus Audelby, Rector de White Chapell. Will's La
syngby, Armig. D'us Joh'es Newport, Rector de Grascherche.'" 
In the 2 Henry V. 'Ric'us Derh'm, Ep'us landau" was the 
Master of the Brotherhood. 

In the Volume are copies of the grants, charters, patents, 
feoffments, wills, and other securities for the properly of which 
the brotherhood were seized; besides their own deeds of transfer, 
leases, and agreements. These Entries shew that the landed 
property of the Brotherhood of the Holy Trinity, consisted of 
houses in Aldersgate-street, the Barbican, Lamb-alley, Fanchurch
street, and Long-lane ; one of these was held on the annual pay
ment of a rose; others in fee. They were proprietors of the Sa~ 
racen's bead inn, and the Falcon on the hoop brewery. 1n· the 
14th year of king Richard I L, Sir Rauff Kesteven, panon of St. 
Botolph, and the two Churchwardens, granted a lease for twenty 
years to John Hel'tyshorn of the Saracen's head, with the appur
tenances, at the yearly rent of ten marks;· the appurtenances were 
two houses adjoining on the north side, and were include~ in that 

• Stow says, the J,,rty-rightl,, year of Edward III. 

Digitized by Google 

I 
I 
I 

11 

), 



' -

81 

rental as worth eight shillings each by t~e year, arid one on the 
south side, was valued at_ ten shillings. ' In the uj yer of kyng 
Harry the vj'9 ,' the bretheren received, ' For the rent of ij yere 
of Wyll'm Wylkyns, for the Sarresyo bead v. li. vjs. viijd.-paynge 
by the yer liijs. iiijd.' and ' of the Faucon on the hope, for the 
same ij yer vi. Ii. that is to say, payng' by the yer' iij Ii;' but the 
same year they demised the Falcon brewhouse to Robert Halle 
and John Walpole, _brewers, for four years, at eighty-four shillings• 
per annum. Six years before,. there is, in the churchwardens~ 
accounts, an item for ' kerving and peioting of the seigne of the 
faucon, vis.' 

Some of the persooals 'of this fraternity are interesting. By 
' Bille endeoted, made t~e xviij day of J uyn' the iijd~ yere of 
kyng Edwarde the iiijth,' the then master and wardens· ackoow• 
ledge to have received from the then late master and wardens, the 
goods thereinafter described, among .which are the following items: 

' A myssaU, newe bouode, \Yith derys leder, garoysshed wyth • 
sylk; whereof the seconde Jefe begynneth, Asp'git aqua bene<lta, 
with claspys &, burdons, weying iiij v11c.' iij c'r't and a hal(. 

' A c:haleys of sylver &, gilt, with a crucifyx' in t.Jie fote &, a pa
teyn' to the same, with 4t!)e 4trinite • enamelyd, weying xxv vnc'. 

' It. Rolle of velom', cou'ed with a goldeskyn, contenyng diu'se 
pagent's paynted and lemeoyd with gold, that is to say, of 4t!)e 
~Ol!J ~tinite, Seynt Fabyan, and Seyot Sebastyan, &, Seynt BotuUf; 

a ' For the Trinity, Holy Clmrcb bath chosen to .make the ,imilitude of the. 
father, an olde man with a long 1ra1 beard: and for the aouue, • man banging 
on the cro11e: and for knowledge of the belie Ghost, a dll\le.'-T/ae Buhilfe qf 
tlae Romiw Church, Lond.1579, a,o. p. 19!. 

' God Ille Fatltlr, ba,iug formerly appeared 88 the .AIICitnt of Day,, we may 
paint him in that form now. T/ae Sota took upon him human nature, and so may 
be represented 88 a M1111. The Holy Glloat ao_metimee appeared in the ro.:m of 
a Dof:t, at another like tongues of fire. Those who by coloan, artificially dia
posed, repreaeot the Trimly under such figures 88 tbeae, do nothing but what 
the authority of Scripture permita • and commaoda.'-Sader. ,u .Ad(w. laag." 
J. i. c. 4. (Col!formily betwtt1t Ancit11t and Modern Certmoaiea. Llntd. 174.,. Svo: 
p. 185.) 

The Cathedral Church o(Norwich is df'dil"ated to the Holy Trinity. Before 

Digitized by Google 



82 

and the lut pagent o( the terement, & gen'all obyte, of the bre
ther'o, & suster'n, tbat be passed to god; with clayne obseruanaes 
St prayera, to ,tere the peple to the more devocion TOW ARD' TH B 
8BYDE BRETHEllHODE. 

'A keybande of derys leder, wytb a keveryog of cheverell, wyth 
purses thereuppon', garoyssbed, conteyning iij keyee, made and 
ordeyaed alwey to be in the kepyng of the maist' for the tyme 
beyog, accordyng to the statut's and ordenauDces thereof made, 
aa it apperith in this blake boke, the uxj l~fe.' 

Then. there is tbe description of the last mentioned bQtk : 
namely,' A~lafle flegiitre ~ofle, with a kalender, in the which 
is writen the dedes, testament's, wylles, evidences, & ouier writyng's 

. . , 
cooc'nyng' the lyvelode of the breth'hode ; & there registred for 
the well & more surete of the same.' This Blake Regutre 
Boke is that from which I am transcribing. 

The annual accounts of this brotherhood evidence the paios they 
tpok to entice people by their exhibitions. As the begioning 
of the fraternity grew out of the glare of thirteen wax tapers, they 
kept up the1e lights by the following sta~ute : ' Also there ben 
ordeyned xiii tapers of wex, and eu'y blper of sex pounde of \fH, 
with dyscbes of pewtere, accordyoge th'to, forto brenne about the 
sepulcr' OD estres eue', & estres day, al so longe as the mane' ea 
in' holy chirche.' They always bad store of wax. They enjoin
ed attendance at mass ' vpon peyne of a pound of wex ;' OD 
the transfer of their gear from the old to the new wardens, their 
' paynted cofres' and ' spruce chests' conteyned ' long tapers, 
short tapers, long iorchys, short torchys/ and ' wex ;' they al
ways 'gadyred' of the people for 'lygtb,' and there are nume-

the Reformation, the i~ pri,tripali,, the principal image io the road loft, now 
.tbe organ loft, was ao image of the Holy TriiiUy, which wu represented by 
a weak old man, with Christ oo the croea between hia knees, and a dove on bit 
breaat; thia image ,ru richly gilt. lo 144.S, Rob. Nonrycb, Eeq. gave to it 
bill silver collar which was presented to him by the emperor; and io 1499, 
Lady Margaret Shelton pot about it a gold chain of tb SS. weighing eight 
omtcel, with four email jewela, one great jewel, and a rich enamelled l'Ole in 
gold, hallgiDg thereon.-B~ld'• Nontndt, 1806, svo. vol. ii, P• i!9. 
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roas clnnps i for the makyng of tht ilRAUNCHE bJ[orne 
t!>t €rfnett, and tNste of .a:.' 

Perhaps the branch was that which, also in olden time, was 
called a 'Jene,' from a block of wood being carved ioto the 
flgure of a man, representing Jesse, lying on his back, with -a tree 
or branch growing out of the stomach, u genealogies are some
times drawn. The carver's 'Jesae,' was a personification ef 
' There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of J eue, and· a 
Branch shall grow out of his ·¥oota.' (laiab, xi. I.) 

From Je11e'1 root behold a M'lllla\ arise, 
Whoae sacred flower with fragrance filla the skies; 
Th' 111therial 1pirit o'er its leani ahaH move, 
And on ita top descend the myatic 4eve. ~. 

The' Jesse' was a distinguished ornament in old pageants and 
shows: when introduced into churches, the branch was filled with 
lighted tapers ; and, hence, perhaps, the duster of brass candle
atick:J in a church is still called the branch. 

In the accounts of the wardens of this brotherhood for ' the x 
yer of king Harry the vi"',' there is the charge of an 'item, to 
the wexcbaundeler', for makUJgof the sepulcr', lyght iij tymes,and 
of other dyuen lyght,, that longyn to ~be atrinitt, in dyu', place, 
in the chirche, lvijs. :xd.'-a large sum in those times, and must 
have produced a prodigious illumination. 

From the third century when, besides adopting other pagan cere
monies, ' they also lighted torches to the martyrs in the day-time 
as the heathens d_id to their gods,'• the use of torches and tapers. 
in churches, both by day and night, bas prevailed in Catholic wor
ship ·to the present hour; ani:I Catholic allegoris.ts have contrived 
to apiritualize these burning ornaments· of their temples for the 

• edification of the devout. According to their account, ·candles or 
tapers represent Christ ; the wax, sig~ities his flesh ; the fire, bis 
deity ; the wick, hie humanity ; the light, his doctrine. The wick 
further signmea humility ; the moulded wai, obed~noe ; the 

• Sir haae Newton on Daniel, 410. p, 107. 
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flame, the love of God. Also, the wax and wick represent body 
and sonl; and the light, the shining of the faith.a . • 

This brotherhood of the Trinity contributed their share to the 
vulgar gratification of the deluded people in other ways. For 
the years from the 'nj to the :xxvth yer' of Reyn'g of kyng 
harry the vj'•,' there .are charges' for p'stis hir', for repa'c'ons, for 
costis on the ilrL11n1.1te ~onbal}, !f 011 the e-cin, for mete &. drynk, 
&. State/9 Clothes, mynstrelles, &!J1lger' ;' &.c. Their inventories 
evidence that they knew how to g et up popular shows and en
tertainments ; they bad ' pillows of silke, reed and yellow knotts, 
banner clothes, a blake palle of blake damaske with a wbite crosse, 
a stayuede bordere with the fyve woodys of owre lorde, and a 
border of blak with the kyng's armys and estryge ffethers con
teyniog' in len'th iij ell's iij q'rt'rs.' Doubtless these fripperies 

_ were borne in their public processions, for one of which there is 
_ a positive statute in these words:-' Also gif it by falle, that eny 
of the breth'hede falle seeke, fyue myle eche wayes aboute London',. 

a Some one who had a spite against St. Kentigern, pot out all the fires In 
hia monaetery, whereupon he snatched a green hazel bough, and in the name of 
the Holy Triuity bleseed it and blowed upon it, aod immediately by fire aent 
from Beaten the hough produced a great flame, aod he lighted the candlu for 
the vigils, ' wherefore the light -ceaeed from the wood.'-Capgrin,t J'it. S. Kffllig. 
f. !08. (Patrick',Rl'jkct. 1111 Dewt. of Romula C/1urcla, svo. 1674, p. 357.) 

2. February (Candlnnaa Day) is calJed 'Candlffllae, because before mau is 
said· that day, the church blesses her tartdks for the whole year, and makes a 
procession with hallowed or bleaaed candles in the hands of the faithfol.'
Po,ey of Prayer,, or tlu Kty '1f Heaven, 1799, t8mo, p. 15. 

• Tbe Church ordained, that lighted tapers should be carried upon Candkmal 
day, in order to avail itself of a custom continued from the ancient Rom11118, 
who marched iu proceuioo, with lighted tapers aod candles, in honour of Fel,rwa, 
the mother of Mara, the,God of War; aod sacrificed to Ftbrw.,, Pluto, tbe 
God of Hell, that he might be merciful to the aoul• of their friends. The Ro
man women on the ume day kept the Feaat of Candlu, in honour of Pto, 
aerpine, who was so beaotifol, that Pinto carried her off, and her parents 
eought her in Hell, with lights and tapers, Pope Sergi08 adopted this practice 
by ordaining 'that Christiana should, upon this day, walk round the Church 
with consecrated tapers in their bands, lighted op to the honour of the Mother 
of God.'-TM Legend, Fr. (Coof, A. & M. Cer. p. 113.) 
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and dyeth there, that gif the wardaynes of that yere hen yaent aft', 
than it is ordeyned that thei schullen wende, and fecche home the 
body, to London'; and that alle the bretheren be redy,_ at her 
wamynge, and go agens the body, with outen the citee, townea 
ende, for lo bry'ge the body in to the place, with worschyppe." 
_These were means that they seem to have used, according to tlieir 
own wordis 'to stere the peple to the more devocion TOW ARD 

THE BRETHERHODE.' Of pure devotion towards the Supreme 
Being, they appear to have been wholly ignorant. 

No portion of Scripture was ever possessed by this frater
nity ; for the volume repeatedly registers their entire property at 
ditfereut periods, and mentions nothing of the kind except their 
'myssali ;' most likely overlaid by prayers to the saints, notices of 
indulgences for sin, and pictures of unedifying superstitions. To 
be sure there was their 'Rolle of velom t11ith the Pagent of 
4t!)e I0C!J iirrinite, pa!/nted and lemen!Jd mth gold,' and the: an
nual charge f~r making the branch and lighting it up·; but what
ever fOl!J iirrinitf:was lemen!ld on this Pagent, it is impossible 
to suppose that such a display could suggest an idea of Him, who 
is a Spirit. There is, however, a figure which may have beea that 
upon their pageant. It frequently occurs.• ' They in their 
churches, and Masse bookes, doe paint the TRINITJE WITH 

THREE PACES: for our mother the holie Church did learne 
that at Rome, where they were wont to paint ·or carve• Janus 
with two faces. And then further, there. is written in John, that 
tl,ere are three in heaven which heare aiitnesse, the Father, the 
Worde, and the Holie ghost ; · and these three are one, &c.b then, 
of necessitle, they must be painted with THREE HEAD:xs, oa 
THREE .FACES, UPON ONE N ECKE.'• 

I insert an engraving of this Trinity, in all respects the same as 
a smaller one, an initial in the Salisbury Missal of 1534, fo. viii. 

a In Enchirid. Eecle.ii Sarum, Paris, lbt8, t"°1o. •ol. i. fol. xiii.i. ; in va
rioua otl1er editions.; 1md in the Ho1111 B. V. Maria continually; beaidea MS. 
Miualll, Lyndewood'a Proviociale, &c. 

b l John, V. 7. 

c Beehive of the Romi.ehe Church, Lolld. 1579, a,o. p. 191. 

L 

• 
'' 
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The tricutgu in this cot, 'a Trinity argeitf oil a shield azwe,' was the arms of 
Trinity Priory, Ipswich, and is figured iu Mr. Taylor', l,rdez M1111G.d-, (Diocese, 
Norwich,) 18!1, fol p, 96.-May not the triune bead have been originally 1011-

ge,ted by the three beaded Suon deity named Trigla 1 There is a wood cut 
ofa triune beaded Lucifer in Dante, ed. Venice, 1'91, fol. t'op1ed by die Rev. 
T. F. Dibdiu in hia £du Altllorpiantr1 vol. ii. p. 116. • 
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John Heywood, in his 'Four P's, a very merry Enterlude of 
a Palmer,~ Pardone~, a Poticary, and a Pedler,' brio~• in the 
Palmer relating that in his pilgrimages he _has been at different 
parts of the world, and in euumera_ting them he says, 

.At Saint Botulphe and Saint .Anne of Buckstone 

* * * * 
Praying to them to pray for me 
Unto the blessed Trinitie.• 

This was either the Priory of the Holy Trinity of St. Botolph 
"ithout .Aldgate, or our Brethren of the Holy Trinity of St. Bo
tolph without Aldersgate. Heywood, though a stern ·Roman Ca
tholic, exposes with the humour of Uliespiegel the tricks played 
on the credulous fondness of the ignorant for reliques, and ridi. 
cules the greediness and craft of the preaching friars in their pious 
frauds. He makes the Pardoner produce ' the blessed Jawbone 
c,f .Jtll-halowe,,' on which the Poticary swears 

-by All-halowe, yet methinketh 
That All-halowe's breath stinkith. 

Pardoner. 
• Nay sirs, bebolde, beer may ye see 

The great toe of the Trinitie. 
Who to this toe any money vowth, 

. And once may role it in his mouth, 
All bis life after, I undertake, 
He shall never be vext with the· tooth ake. 

By the tum given to the Poticary's answer, it seems likely that 
Heywood had in his eye the figure with the_ three heads in one, • 

Poticary. 

I pray you tum that relique about : 
Either the Trinity had the gout, 
Or els, because it is three toes in one, 
God made it as much as three toes alone.• 

• Dodaley'1 Old Play,, edit. 174-J, vol. i. p. 88. 
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The Pardoner bids that pass, and climaxes the absurdity by 
presenting the 'buttock-bone of Pentecost.'• Gross as aU this 
is, Heywood had as little design to scandalize the belief of bis 
own church, as his patron, Sir Thomas More, had by his philo• 
sophical romance of Utopia. He was a great favourite with 
Queen Mary, and on the restoration of the Protestant ascendancy 
with Elizabeth, he fled from his native country to secure the exer
cise of bis faith without hazard to bis life, and died in exile. b 

Personifications of the supreme attributes have been accom
mod.ated to popular understanding fo almost every possible way 
from the earliest ages. By an inquirer into the ancient worship 
of the Deity under the grossest form that, to apprehension in 
these times can be represented by the artist, the English reader 
is acquainted with two statues at the temple of Hierapolis, re
presenting the active procluctive Power, and the passi-ce productive 
Power. ' Between both was a third figure with a dove on his 
head, which some thought to be Bacchus. This was the Holy 
Spirit, the first begotten Love or plastic Nature (of which the 
Dove was the image when it really deigned to descend upon 
Man),• proceeding from and coosubstantial with Both; for aU 
Three were but personifications of One.' 4 Although it is rather 
foreign to my purpose, yet it is nQt !l departure from the subject, 
to mention a curious anecdote which Bishop Patrick says is gravely 
related by the biographers of St. Clara de Montt Falcoois :
that after her death, there was found in her gall a plain testimony 
of the Holy Trinity, consisting of three balls of equal figure, colour, 
and size, and of equal weight, one weighing the weight of two and 
also of three, yet all three weighing no more than one.e 

• Dodaley'a Old Plays, edit. 1744, vol. i. p. 101. 
b Rit1on'1 Bibliog. Poetica,p. !4t. From whence jt appean.that Heywood 

died at Mechlin in 15'4. He evideutly took bia' Four P'a' from the Pu
doner'a tate by Chaucer. 

• [' Matt. c. iii. •er. 1'7.1 
d A Discourse, &c. by Richard Payne Knight, Eaq. London: printed by 

Spilsbury, 4to. 1'786. p. 146. 
~ Patrick on De,ot. of Rom, Church, p. trs. 
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A desire of relieving the reader'• tredium may possibly excuse 
a wider deviation. It is well known that the personality of the 
Devil has been exemplified by extraordinary personifications of 
him, and by relations of his appearance under almost every 
form; but a personation that he is· represented to have as• 
sumed in Hertfordshire, is accompanied by circumstances that 
have never, perhaps, been paralleled. lo turning over John 
Bagford's collection of Title.pages at the British Museum, 
(Harl. MSS. 5419), I find one in bis own writing, from a tract 
that must have been so rare at that time, that be could not possess 
it, or bis collecting hand would have mercilessly tom off' the title
page; and I suspect it to have been almost, if not quite unique, for 
its existence is not now traceable by me after very long a.nd diligent 
inquiry. Although, therefore, I can do no more than lay before 
the reader the following copy that I made from Bagford's copy, 
yet that is sufficient to inform him of all that he·cao perhaps ever 
know of the alleged event. Here it is :-

' Tes D£VIL seen at St. ALBAN's, Being a true relation, 
how the Devil was seen there, in a Cellar, in the likenesse 
of a Ra!Q : and how a butcher came and cut his throat, anti 
sold some of it, and dressed the rest for him, inviting "1any 
to supper, who eat of it. 

' Attested by divers letters of men of very good credit in this 
towne. 

' Printed for confutation of those that believe there are no such 
things as spirits or devils. 4to. 1648.' 

..... 
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III. CHRISTMAS CAROLS. 

The lewid peple than algates agre, 
And caroles singen everi' criste messe tyde, 

Not with achamfastenes bot jocondle, 
And holey bowghes aboute; and al asydde 

The brenning fyre hem eten, and hem drinke, 
And laughen mereli, and maken route, 

And pype, and dansen, and hem rage; ne swinke, 
1'.ie noe thynge els, twalue daye' thei wolde not. 

Lu. Coll. XI.V, H. l. 

-MAaT's longing for the fruit on the cber.ry tree, and Joseph's 
refuilal to gather it for her on the return of his jealousy~ a re
markable scene in one of the Coventry Plays,a is the subject of 
a Christmas Carol still ~ung in Loudon, and many ·parts of 
England. 

From various copies of it printed at different places I am en
abled to present the following version : 

J osepb was an old man, 
And an old man was he, 

And he married Mary, 
Queen of Galilee. 

When Joseph was married, 
And his cousin Mary got, 

Mary proved big with child, 
By whom Joseph knew not. 

a My1tery VIII. p, 611 ante. 
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As Joseph and Mary 
Walk'd through the garden gay, 

Where the cherries they grew 
Upon every tree ; 

0! then bespoke Mary, 
With words both meek and mild, 

'Gather me some cherries, Joseph, 
They run so in my mind; 

Gather me some cherries, 
For I am with child.' 

0 ! then bespoke Joseph, 
With words most unkind, 

' Let him gather thee cherries, 
That got thee with child.' 

0 ! then bespoke Jesus, 
All in his mother's womb, 

'Go to the tree, Mary, 
• And it shall bow down ; 

' Go to the tree, Mary, 
And it shall bow to thee, 

And the highest branch of all 
Shall bow down to Mary's knee, 

' And she shall gather cherries 
By one, bY. two, by three.' 

'Now you may see, Joseph, 
Those cherries were for me.' 

0 ! eat your Cherries, Mary ; 
0 ! eat your Cherries now ; 

0 ! eat your Cherries, Mary, 
That grow on the bough. 

Digitized by Google 
•" 

··-·· ... ~-" . ,. --



92 

AJ Joseph waa a walking, 
He heard an angel aing

' This mght 11ball be born 
Our heavenly kiog; 

' He neither shaU be born 
In houaen, nor in hall, 

Nor in the place of Paradise, 
But _in an ox's stall; 

'He neither shall be clothed, 
In purple nor in pall, 

But all in fair linen, 
As were babies all : 

' He neither shall be rock'd 
In silver, nor in gold, 

But in a wooden cradle, 
That rocks on the mould ; 

'He neither shall be christen'd 
lo white wine nor in red, 

But with the spring water 
With which we were christened.' 

Then Mary took ~er young ~on, 
And set hun OD her knee-

' I pray thee now, dear Child, 
Tell how this world shall be?' 

' This world shall be like 
The stone, in the street, 

For the sun and the moon 
Shall bow down at thy feet ; 

' And upon a Wednesday 
My vow I will make, 

And upon Good Friday 
My death I will take; 
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' And upon the third day 
My uprising shall be, 

, And the sun and the moon 
Shall rise up with me.' 

The admiration of my earliest days, for some lines in the Cherry 
carol still remains, nor can I help thinking that the reader will see 
somewhat of cause for it:-

He neither shall be clothed, in purple nor in pall, 
But· all in fair-linen, a& were babies aU : 

He neither· shall be rock'd, in silv.er. nor in gold, 
But in·, a wooden cradle, that rocks on the mould. 

A W arwicbhire carol still aung-, begins 

As I passed by a river side, 
And there as I did reign, 

In argument I chanced to hear 
A carnal and a crane; 

The car11al is a bird-; the word corrupted by the printer into 
reign, is the obsolete word rein, formerly used in the sense of 
run. This carol has other. marks of age. 

lu a volume of MSS; at the• British Museum a there is ' a 
Christmas Caroll,' beginning, thus: 

When cryst was born of inilry fre, 
In bedlem, i' that fayre cyte-, 
Ang~llis songeu; with mirth & gle, 

In ~cel,is. gl'ia. 

A second coauneuct:t in this; way: 

Pue~. !~bi, natua e,st de virgine maria. 

Be glad, lordyngs, be ye more & le&Be, 
~ brmg you tydyngs of gladaesae, 
As gabryel me beryth we~e. 

• Harl. MSS. 5396. 

M 
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The same volume contains 'a song on the Holly and the Ivy,' 
which I mention because ther.e is an old Carol on the sa01e sub
ject, still printed. The MS. begins with, 

Nay, my nay, hyt shal not be I wys, 
Let holy hafe the maystry, as the maner ys: 

Holy stood in the hall, fayre to behold, 
I •y stood without the dore, she ys ful sore acold. 

Nay my 11ay. &.c. 
Holy, & bys mery men, they dawoayo aud they syng, 
Ivy and hur maydyns, they wepyn &. they wryng. 

Na9 my M!J, &.c. 

The popularity of carol-singing occasioned the publication of 
a duodectmo volume in 164i, intituled, ' PsALMBS or Songs of 
Sioo turned into the language and set to the tunes of a strange 
land. By W(illiam) S(latyer), intended for Christmas Carols, 
and fitted to divers of the most noted and common but solemne 
tunes, every where in this land familiarly used and knowne.' 
Upon the copy of this book in the British Museum a former pos
sessor has written the names of some of the tunes to which the 
author designed them to l>e sung ; for instance, Psalm 6, to the 
tune of Jane Shore; Psalm 19, to Bar, Forster', Dreame; , 
Psalm 43, to Crimson fTelvet; Psalm 47, to Gardet, Greet1e; 
Psalm 84, to Tl,efairest N9mph ofthe Yalleys, &,c,a. 

,. 

a The adaptation of religioua poetl'J to secular melody in England, is noticed 
by Shabpeare, in the Wilder'• Tale, (act iv. ac. 8.). The clown relates that 
bia aiater being the miatreaa at bia father's shearing feast, made four-and
twenty noaegay• for the aheep-ahearera, all good catch-aingen, mostly trebles 
aud bue.., with ' b11t one puritan among them, and be Allf• p,allM to 1uintpipu.' 

There are several collection, of carols In the French language ; the only one 
that I can on the Instant refer to, ia a volume that I have, entitled Noel, N1111,
M111X ,ur lea Challli dea Noela 1111cien, notn pour tn facililer le clia11t, par M. 
r Abbe Pelltgrill, a,o. Paris, 1785, Moat of' the pioua carola in the volume are 
set to upera airs, and common aong tmlea. 

Clement Marut's traoalation of the Paalma into French with aecular tunea, 
waa ao much in vogue at court that all penona of note bad paalma to their several 
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From a Carol, called Dfoe, and Lazarus, I annex an amusing 
e!Clract. 

As it fell out, upon a day, 
Rieb Dives sicken'd and died, 

There came two serpents out of hell, 
His soul therein to guide • . 

Rise up, rise up, brother Dives, 
And come along with me, 

For you've a place provided in hell, 
To sit upon a serpent's knee. 

However whimsical this may appear to the reader, he can 
scarcely conceive its ludicrous effect, when the metre of the last 
Jine is solemnly drawn out to its utmost length by a Warwick
shire chanter, and as solemnly listened to by the well disposed 
crowd, who seem witbout difficulty to believe that Dives sits on a 
serpent's knee. The idea of sitting on the knee was, perhaps, 
conveyed to tbe poet's mind by old wood cut representations 

occaaions. King Henry II. chose the 42d. Ai11riqu'oit oyt le eerl, (Like as the hart 
,doth), which he sung when a-hunting: Madame de Valentiooi,, who was in love, 
toek the 130th, DufO'llll dema flt"'lt,(From the bottom ofmy heart), which she 
aung ti1 twltl: the queen's choice wu the 6th, Ne "•eille: pa,, 0 Sire, (Lord, in 
thy wrath), to an air of the Cha11t de, bujfou : Anthony king of N ua1Te bad lhe 
43d, Rtt11111ge moy, prtlll ta 9uertlle, (Judge and revenge my cause), which be 
tbned to the Brawi qf PoieHei·,; and the reat in like manner.- Florimolld Ra• 
mond, Hid. Htl!rts. (Rymer'a Short View of Tragedy, p. ~.) 

The most singular meHnre. adopted for circulati11g the reformed opinion• 
in Scotland, was the compoaitien ~f ' Gude and godly ballates, changed out of 
prophaine aa1igs, for uoiding of ai11ne and harlotrie.' The title sufficiently in
dicates their nature and design. The air, the me111nre, the initial line, or the 
chontS of the ballads most commonly anng by the people at tl1at time, were 
transferred to hymns of devotion. Unnatural, indelicate, and grosa as thia 
aaaociation appears to na, these spiritual songs edified multitudes at that time. 
We must not think that this originated in auy peculiar dt>pravation of taste in 
our reforming countrymen: 1piritnal songs constructed npon the same prin
ciple were common in Italy, (Roscoe•~ Lorenzo de' Medici, i. 309. 4to): at 
the beginnin.; of the Reformation the very same practice was adopted in Hol
land as in Scotland.-Dr. M'Crie'1 Life of K'll1»e1 vol. i. p. 365. 
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of Lazarus seated in Abraham's lap. More anciently, Abraham 
was frequently drawn holding him up by the sides, to be seen by 
~ives in heJJ. In an old book now before me,• Ibey are so re
presented, with the addition of a devil blowing the fire under 
Dives with a pair of bellows. 

I have a ' Christmas Carol on Peko-Tea.' b It begins with 
' Deut. x:a:xiii. 16. For the good will of Him• that dwelt in the 
Bush;' and the author proceeds in a strange manner to relate, 

How Christ was in a manger born 
Aud God dwelt in a bush of thorn, 
Which bu,h of thorn appears to me 
The same that yields best Peko-tea. 

This bush he imagines may be the thorn that blooms in April : 

Abundant such in Berks I've seen 
Near Newb'rg, at my native speen. 

• • • • 
Now if Christ's bush of thorn we find, 
God's bush and tea bush all one kind, 
We must confess its full renown, 
God to enjoy, and Christ to crown; 
And have its leaves grow so renown'd 
As to refresh the world around. 

He spiritualizes many subject» in succession, and inveighs with 
great bitterness against those, 

---- who, readers to entangle, 
The scriptures into pieces mangle ; 
Dividing them, which truth immerses 
Into chapters, sects, and verses ; 

a Postil\a Guillermi, 4to. Basil, 1491. 
b A Christmas Carol on Peko-Tta: or, a Sacred Carol, which like Tea that is 

perfectly good and fine, will be moat grateful and useful all the year round, 
from Christmass to Christmass for ever. Humbly addressed to Queen Caro
line, and the Princess Carolina, and all the Royal Family. By Francis Hoff
man. Londou; 1729, 8vo. pp. 16. 

"' 
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Full of religious fervor, and gr<Jc.er ,zeal ~r cups of Peko tea, 
he concludes with this devout w.iah-

M ay all who do these truths c0■denm 
Ne'er taste one single drop of them 
Here, or in New Jer-111salem. 

Carols begin to be spoken of as not belonging to this ceowry, a 

and yet no one, that I am aware of, has attempted a collection of 
these fugitives. A.s the carols now printed· will at no distant p~
riod become obsolete, an alp.babetical li~ of thoee j• my posses
sion is subjoined. It excludes all that are ditused at the present 
time, nor does it contain any of the mnnerous C0111positioos printed 
by religious societies under the denomination of Carols. 

Christmas Carols "°"' annually Printed. 

1. A glorious star from heaven appear'd. 
2. A jolly wassel bowl. 
8. A Virgin most pure as the Prophets did tell. 
4. All Christians pray you now attend. 
5. All Englishmen I pray you now ittend. 
6. Al\ hail the ever glad'ning morn. 
7. All hail the morn! loud anthems raiae. 
8. All honour, glory, might, and power. 
9. ,All you that are to mirth foclined. 

10. All you that live must learn to die. 
II. Arise, and hail the sacred day. 
Ii. As I pass'd by a river side. 
18. As I sat on a sunny bank. 
14 . . As it fell out one May morning. 
15. As it fell out upon a day, rich Dives made a feast. 
16. Attend, good people, now I pray. 
17. Away dark thoughts, awake my joys . 

.. 
• October 3, tSH, at the dinner of a city company I heard !Ur. Taylor of 

Covent Garden Theatre sing a new ballad of ' good old timea,'when 

--- Christmas had its Christmu carol,, 
Aud ladiea' side. were hoop'd like barrel,. 
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18. Behold the grace appears. 
19. Christiana awake ! salute the happy morn. 
20. Chriatmas now is drawiug near at band. 
21. Come, behold the virgin Mother. 
22. Come, ye rich, survey the stable. 
28. From the High Priest an armed band. 
24. Good Christians all with joyful mirth. 
25. Good Christian people, pray attend. 
26. Good Christian people, pray give car. 
27. God's dear Son, without beginning. 
28. God rest you, merry gentlemen. 
29. Hark! all around the welkin ring. 
80. Hark! hark! what news the angels bring. 
31. Hark ! how the heralds of the Lord. 
8~. Hark ! the herald angels sing. 
33. Have you not beard and seen our Saviour's love. 
34. Here is a fountain of Christ's blood. 
35. Hosanna! to the Prince of Light. 
36. In Bethlehem City in Judea it was. 
37. In friendly love and unity. 
38. In God let all his Saints rejoice. 
39. Inspire me, Heav'n ! nor in me leave a thought. 
40. In the Reign of Great Ciesar, the Emperor of Rome. 
-41. Let all good Christian people here. 
42. Let all that are to mirth inclined.' 
48. Let children proclaim tbeir Saviour and king. 
44. Let mortal11 all rejoice. 
4-5. Let Christians all with one accord rejoice. 
46, Let Cbrietians now in joyful mirth. 
47. Mortalll, awake! with angels join. 
48. My gift is small, a dozen of points. 
49. My master and dame I well perceive. 
50. Now when Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem bound. 
51. 0 fair, 0 fair Jerusalem! when shall I come to thee? 
52. 0 faithful Christians, as you love. " 
53. 0 ! faithless, proud, and sinful man. 
54. 0 ! see man's Saviour in Bethlehem born. 
55. 0 ! the Almighty Lord. 
56. Of Jesu's birth, lo! angels sing. 
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57. On Chriatmu day in the morn. 
58. On Christmas night all Christians sing. 
59. One God there is of wisdom, glory, might.· 
60. One night as slumbering I lay. 
61. Reader, pray do not think I am nnkind. 
62. Rejoice and be merry, set sorrow aside. 
68. Rejoice now all good Christians. 
64. See how the bleued Babe on Mother's knee. 
65. Sbepherds rejoice, lift up your eyes. 

0 66. Sinners, who now do at this time. 
67. Sweeter. sounds than music knows. 
68. The faithless, proud, and sinful-man. 
69. The first good joy our Lady had. 
7Q. The holly and the ivJ, now are both well grown. 
71. The King ofGlory·senda hia Son., 
72. The moon shines bright, and the stars give a liJht. 
78. The Shepherds amaz'd, tile Saviour behold. 
74. This aecond Carol here I sing. 
75. This is the truth aerit from above. • 
76. • Thus Angels sing, ·and thus sing we. 
77. Turn your eye, that are so fixed. • 
78. Upon the five and twentieth of December. 
79. When bloody Herod reigned king. 
80. When Christ the Saviour did appear. 
81. When Christ our Lord drew ~igh. 
82, When Jesus Christ bad lived. 
83. When Jesus Cbriat our Lord. 

• 84. When righteoua Joeeph wedded was. 
85. When Zachariah was a priest. 
86. While shepherds watch'd their flocks by night. 
87. Within tbi11 rock, that rock is laid, 
88. Ye mortals all, of high and low degree. 
89. Ye young and ye gay. 

This Collection I have had little opportunity of increasing 
except when in the country I have heard an old woman singing 
!In old Carol, and brought back the Carol in my pocket with le• 
chance of its esca~, than the tune in my head. • 
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-' Wise Men. 

The attachment of Carol buyers• • ex
tends even to the wood ~uts by which 
they are surrounded. Some of these, on 
a sheet of Christmas Carols, in 18~0~ 
were so rude in execution, that I re
quested the publiaher, ?4r. T. Batiche
lar, of 115,, Lwl8. Alley, Moomelds, 
to sail me: the origjaal blocu. l was 
a.little surprised bj hia,telling:me tbat,he· 
wae aA-aid< it· wua4d be impoesible-to get 
any af the same kind, cut again. When I 
proffi!red to get much better engraved, 
and give them to him in exchange for his 
old ones, he saidi ' Yes, but l,etter are not 
so good ; I can get better myself: now 
these are old favourites, and better C!)tS will 
not please my. customers so well.' How
ever,. h)' auuring. him that artists could 
copy any thiDg,.1 obtained them. Those 
who are food --of specimens of all kinds 
of woad eagsuing; will be uaosed by 
the allllfteli impreseions from these four 
blacb, prod11ced in the metropolis of • 

a Mr. Southey deacribing Hae fight 'upon ,...,pllH.,_ Puay; tel11 of one who 
fell, as having 

la bis lord'• caatle 4lwelt; fOI' _,, a 1.ear, 
A well-beloved aenaol : be cOllld lliog 
Carola for Shrove-tide, or for Candlemu, 
Song• for the W1111el, and when the Boar's head 
Crowo'd with gay garland,, andwitti roselllllry, 
Smoak'd on the Cbristmu board. 

Jo«• uj. Arc, b. x. I. 46G. 

'JIMN. diltie8 wfrich n-eJGCIIIMeiy tllll¥eo,tbe•i...,trioue &81v11Jt).m&id, aocl 
the liamltl& laboalec,glHd.-e., tu feativit1of roylllh.y,io,aoei1111t times. Henry . 
VII., in the third year ef his reign, kept bis C/&riat11JG1 at Greenwicb : on the 
twelfth night, after high mus, the king went to the hall and kept bis est~e • 
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England· in tbii, adYaDCed state of art. 
They almost defy riftlry with the earliest 
conceptions, and shew the preftiling taste 
in graphic ilJustration among those who 
in due season, as naturally buy Christmas 
Carols as they long for mince pies and eat 
plum-pudding. 

I recollect the sheet of Carols twice 
its present size, with more tban double 
tlae number of cuts, and sold for a half
penny ; but alas i ' every thing is chang
ed ;' the present half sheets are raised in 
price to a whole penny. 

l must not omit to observe, that Mr. Bat
cbelar was certainly sincere in the belief • 
be espressed of his customers' attachment 
to bis wood blocks. When be sold them 
to me, he expressly stipulated for a reser
vation of copyright in· the designs ; and 

• be exercised it last year by publishing a 
sheet of Carols, adorned with fac-similes 
of the impressions which the reader is 
now looking upon. 

The inscriptions are placed beneath the 
cuts exactly as they stand in the original 
aheet. 

Christ brought before 
Pilate. 

Taken down from 
lhe Croas. 

at the table; in the middle ,at the Dean, and tboae of the king's chapel, who 
immediately after the king'• fint cooree • aaog a earall.'-{ l.,""'4, • Colltd, Toi. 
i•. p. t31, )-Granger illAO(eotly ol>Nnea tbat • they that filhbe higbeat aiuhhe 
loweat cJ1111e1 of h~an life, _,eem in many reapecta to be .»ore nearly allied 
than neo tbeD11el•e1 imagine. A skilful aoatomiat wo~ld find littie ~r oo 
difference io diaaectiog the body of a king, and that of the meanest of hii sub
jects; and· a judiciooa pbiloaopher wonld diacover a sorpri6iog confonnity in 
diac1111ing the natlll'eand qulitieaoftheir miDdJ.'..,.Biog, Hul.E-,l. ed,-180'1 -

.-ol. iY. P· 356. 

N 
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The earliest collection of Cbristmu Carola llippoeed to have 
been published, is only known from the last leaf of a voluaie 
printed by W ynkyn de Worde, in the year. 1521. This precious 
acrap was picked up by Tom Hearne; Dr. Rawlinson, wbo pur
cbued it at bis decease in a volume of tracts, bequeathed it to the 
Bodleian library. There are two Carola upon it: one, ' a caroll 
of buntynge,' is re•pl'inted in the last edition of Juliana Bemera' 
Boke of St. Alban's; the other, 'a Caroll, bringing in the bore's 
head,' is in Mr. Dibdin'• Ames, with a copy of it as it ia now 
sung in Queen's College, Oxford, every Christmas day, ' to the 
~ommon chaunt of the prose version of the Psalms in Cathedrals.' 
Dr. Bli11, of Oxford, also printed on a sheet for private distri
bution, a few copies of this and Ant. a Wood's version· of 
it, with notices concerning the custom, from the handwritings 
of Wood and Dr. Rawlinson, in the Bodleian Library. Ritson, 
in bis ill-tempered ' Observations on Warton'• History of .Eng
lish Poetry,'(1782, 4to. p,87,) bas a Christmas carol upon bring• 
ing up the boar's bead, from an ancient MS. in bis posse88ioo ; 
wholly different from Dr. Bliss's. The ' Bibliographical Mis
cellanies,' (Oxford, 1813, 4to.) contains seven Carols from a 
collection in one volume in the possession of Dr. Cotton, of 
Christ Cburch College, Oxford, ' inprynted at London, in the 
Powltry, by Richard Kele, dwellyng at the longe shop vnder saynt 
Myldrede's Chyrche,' probably ' between 1546 and 1552 :' I 
he4 a,n .opportunity of perusing this exceedingly curious volume 
which is supposed to be unique, and baa since passed into the 
hands of Mr. Freeling. There are Carols among the God/9 
~ Spiritual Song• and Balatea, in ' Scotish Poems of the six
teenth Century,'(1801, 8vo.); and one by Dunbar, from the Ban
eatyne MS .. in 'AncieQt Scottish Poems.' Others are in Mr. 
Ellis', edition of Brand's Popular Antiquities, with several useful 
notices. W arton's History of English Poetry contains much con
cerning old Carols. Mr. Douce, in lus Illustrations of Sbab
~are, gives a Specimen of the carol sung by the shepherds on 
the birth of Christ in one of the Coventry Plays. There is a 
sheet of carols, beaded thus: ' Caainua NATUa En f Christ 
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i.f born;'• with a. wood-cut, 10 inches high, by St inches wide, re
preaenting the stable at Bethlehem ; Christ in the crib, watched. 
by the Virgin and J oaepb ; shepherds kneeling; angels attending; a. 

man playing on the bagpipes ; a woman, with a basket of fruit 011• 

her bead; a sheep bleating, and an ox lowing o~ the ground ; 
a raven croaking, and a crow cawing on the bay-rack; a cock 
crowing above them ; and angels singing in the sky. The animals 
have labels from their mouths, bearing Latin inscriptions. Down 
the side of the wood-cut is the following account and explana
tion : ' A religious man inventing the conceits of both birds and 
beasts, drawn in the picture of our Saviour's birth, doth thus ex
press them : The cock croweth, Christus natus est, €bri~ iSC 
born. The raven asked, Quando 'l t1£1ben ? The cow replied,. 
Hae nocte, €bil nigbt. The ox cryeth out, U bi 't Ubi 'I 
10!,trt 1 WbtrU The sheep bleated out, Bethlehem, ~et!)[e!)tm. 
Voice from he_aven sounded, Gloria in E:rcelsis, 4&lorv bt on bt!Jb.' 

The custom of singing carols at Christmas prevails in lrelaod 
to the present time~ Jn Scotland where no church feasts have 
been kept siuce the days of John Knox, the custom is unknown. 
In Wales it is still preserved to a greater extent, perhaps, than in 
England ;· at a former period, the Welsh had carols adapted to 
moat of the ecclesiastical festivals, and the . four seasons of the 
year, but at this time they are limited to that of Christmas. After 
the turn of midnight at Christmas eve, service i, performed in 
the churches, followed by the singing of carols to the harp. 
Whilst the Christmas holidays continue, they are sung in like 
manner in the houses, and there are carols especially adapted to 
be sung at the doors of the houses by visitors before they enter. 
Ljfyr Carolan, b or the Book o( Carols, contains siity-six for 
Christmas, and fiye summer carols ; Blodeugmld C:11mrii,c or 
the Anthology of Wales, contains forty-eight· Christmas carols, 

• London, Printed and Sold by J. Bradford, in Little BritaiD, the Corner 
Home over apinat the Pomp, t70t. 'Price One Penny. 

b Sbrewabary, 41th edit. 1740; 1tmo. • 
• Sbrewabury, 1779, a,o. 
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nine summer carols, three May carol,, oue winter · carol, one 
nightingale carol, and a carol to Cupid, The foJlowing verse of 
a carol for Christmas is literally translated from the first mentioned 
volume. • The poem was written by Hugh Morris, a celebrated 
10og-writer during the commonwealth, and until the early part o( 

the reign of William JI[,• 

To a saint let us not pray, to a pope let us not kneel; 
On Jesu let us dept:nd, and let us discreetly watch 
To prese"e our 11ouls from Satan with bis snares ; 
Let us not in a morning invoke any one else. 

With the succeeding translation of a Welsh Wauail rong, the ob
se"er of manners will, perhaps, be pleased. In Welsh, the 
lines of each couplet, repeated inversely, still keep the same sense. 

A CAROL for the Evs of St. MAaY's Day; 

This.is the season when, IJgreeably to custom, 
That it was an honour to send wassail b 

By the old people who were happy 
In their time, and loved pleasure ; 
And we are now purposing 
To be Jike them, every one merry : 
Merry and foolish, youths are wont to be, 
Being reproached for squandering abroad. 
I know that every mirth will end 
Too soon of i~lf; 
Before it is ended,· here come, 
The fll(IIIQSl of Mary, for the.sake of the time: 
N -c place the maid immediately 
In the chair before us ; . 

• A■ edition of Hugh Morris'• Works it now in the preu. 
' Dyma Uller yr oedd arYer 

Anrbydedd Tod o ao,on gwirod. 
• Here the 11111ter or miatrell of the home wu called on b1 name to officiate. 
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And let every body in the house be content that we 
May drink a,assail to .virginity, 
To remember the time, in faithfulness, 
When fair Mary was at the sacrifice, 
After the birth to her of a son, 
Who delivered every: one, through bis good will 
From their sins, without doubt. 

Should there be an inquiry who made the carol, 
He is a man whose trust is fully on God, 
That be shall go to heaven to the effulgent Mary, 
Towards filling the orders where she also is. 

TeoMAS Ev A.10·. 

On the continent the custom o( caroUing at Christmas is al
inoet universal. During the last days of Advent, Calabrian min
strels enter Rome, and are to be seen in every street saluting the 
shrines of the Virgin mother with their wild music, under the 
traditional notion of charming her labour-pains oo the approach
ing Christmas. Lady Morgan obsened them frequently stopping 
at the shop of a carpenter. · In reply to questions . concerning 

, this, the workmen who stood at the door 1aid, that it• was done 
out ofrespect to St. J osepb.' • I have ao old print of-thia prac
tice. • Two Calabrian shepherds are repreeented devoutly playing 
at Christmas io a street of Rome, before a stone shrine, con
taining a sculpture of the Infant Jesus in the Virgin's arms, 
lighted up -by candles, with a· relief under it of supplicating soul• 
in purgatorial fire, inscribed ' Dite A-oe Maria.' A young fe
male, with a rosary, is praying on her knees before the sculpture. 
The abepherda stand behind and blow the bagpipes and a clarionet. 
• If one there be who bas prooeeded until now without.tiring; 
he will know how much pleasantoe88 there is io pursli!its , like 
these. To him who inquires of what use they are, I answer, 
that I have found them agreeable recreation, at leisure mo-

• Ledy Morgan'e Italy, c. :ni. 
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menu. l lo,e an old MS. and 'a ballad in. print,' aod I know 
no distance that I would not tra,el to olltain Alltolycus's 
• ~aUab of a filb tbat apptartb upon tb.e cll8$t, on ll'tb1 
Dtlbagi tbt ranricore of flpcil, forqa tbou111nb tat!)om abo\Jt 
mattt, anb iung tbil baUab againlt tbt !)arb !)eatti of maibl.' 
I can scarcely tell why collectors ha,e almost overlooked Carols, 
as a claBB of popular poetry. To me they have 1;,een objects of in
terest from circumatances which occasionally determine the direc
tion of pursuit. The wood cuts round the annual sh~ts, and the 
melody of ' God re,t !JOU meny Gentlemen,' delighted my child
hood; and, l still listen with pleasure to the shiveriqg carolist's 
eveoiua chauot towards the clean kitchen window decked with 
holly, the flaring fire showing the whitened hearth, aod reflecting 
gleams of light from the surfaces of the dresser uteuails. 

Sioce this sheet was at the printer's, Gilbert Davia, Esq. 
F. R. S. F. A. S. &:.c. baa published eight ' ADCient Cbristmae 
Carola, with the tunu to which they .,v.ere formerly sung m the
West of EnglllDfi.' This is .a laladable aod successful e&'ort 10 

reecae from oblivion some .carol .Qlelodies, wbkh in a few yea,a 
will be .no more heard. Mr .. Davies ays, that ' on ,Cbriatmaa
day lhele carols took ,the place of psalms in .all the .Cburche,, e,

pecially at afternoon senice, the whole coogregatioo joining : 
ad at the end it was ;usual for the Parish .Clerk, ,to declare in a 
loud voice, bi, wisbe, .for ;a aaeny Cbriatmas and a happy oe,r 
year.' A sentiment aiiuilar to that of the pariah clerk'• .in the 
W eat of Eoglaod, was expreued last year in a way that leaves litile 
doubt of its former general adoption at the same aeuoo.. ~ uat 
before Christmas day, I was awakeoed in London at the deiad.of 
night, by the playing oftht, .waits: on the conclusion. of their.so
lemn tuoes, one of the performers.exclaimed aloud, '.God ltleu 
you, my.muten aod;mutrelle8, • merry Cbris&mu to.you, and a 
happy.new ,-r.' 
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IV. ,ENGRAVINGS OF APOCRYPHAL NEW 
TESTAMENT SUBJECTS. 

Pictnrea by the best maaten, prints by the early engraven, woodcut, ia 
early black letter and block-boob, and illnmiaationa of miaala and monatic 
MSS. receive Immediate elncidatiou on reference to the Apocryplial. New 
Testament, and are without explanation from any other 1enrce. 

Apoc. N, T•. Prel. 

TH B following is a List of Priota in my own poaessioo, founded 
on subjects in the Apocryphal New Testament. The passages to 
which they . refer are inserted before the descriptions. Several of 
these engravings illustrate scenes in the preceding Mysteries. 

I. THE MBBTIMG o• JoAoau, AMD ANJfB· AT: 1'11:S 

GoLDEN GATE or JaausALBM. 

M.,, ii.-1. The angel of the Lord 1tood lJy Joachim with a prodigioal 
ligbt.-t. To wliom beiug troubled. at the tppearance, the angel wht 
bad appeared to htn endeavonriug t~ _compoae him aaici ;-9. Anna 
yonr wife ahall briug you a daughter, and yon ahall call her name 
Mary.-10, She aball atc0rdiDg to yonr·•ow be devo&ed to the Lord 
from her infancy, ud be fiHed with the Holy Ghoat from her mother', 

• womb.-13. Aud thil ■hall be a aign to yon of the things which I de
clare, namely, 10heit JOII COfJle to tle 1olde,a rate t/ JtrwMltna, y1111 • ,W 
tltm Mid yoair flJi/e Anna .. 

iii.-1. Afterwarda the angel appeared to Anna hil wife, .. ying,-t. A. 
dangllter aball be<bol'll notn,yon, &c.~. A.rile, therefore,and go np to 
Jernaalem, 11114 tMtll yov ,AaU come to thal 10licl i, "'"" flu plde,a pie,' 

• 'aa a aign of what I ha•e told yon, yo11 ,Aall _, your lau6ad, for wbo,e 
eafety you have been io much concerned. 

·Joachim and Anne meeting at the gate,· and embracing. Men 
~onversing and looking on. An engraving on wood by ..dlhert 
Durer-balf sheet. 
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n. TsE B1aTH o., THE V1RGIN MAav. 

M-,, iiL-1 t. ,r So Anua conceived and brought forth a danghter • 
.,.,..,_,,.,,lioa.-6. And wben nine montbl were fulfilled to Anna, ebe 

brought forth, and aaid to the midwife, What ban I brought forth t-
7. And ahe told her, a girl. 

1. In the back-ground Anne in bed; an angel above, cenaiog; 
two women administering drink and food to her : in the foreground 
a woman seated, washing the infant ; nine other women in the 
room, drinking and talking with a child. An engraving on wood, 
by Albert Durer-balf sheet. 

2. Anne in bed waited on by a female ; her husban!l J oacbim 
seated by the bedJJide ; God as an old man in the clouds, with 
the world in bis band, attended by angels ; women dressing the 
infant, preparing the cradle, airing linen, &.c. Engraved after 
B. Spranger, 1584-large upright sheet. 

ur. TaE V1RoIN MAav MIRAcuLousLT AscENDING 

THE STRPS OP THE TEMPLE. 

M-,, iv.-t. And wben three yean were espired, and the time ofher wean. 
ing eompll\te, they bronglat the Virgin to the te111ple with their oft'eriap. 
--6. And they pot her upon one of the atain.-6. In the meantime 
the Viri:in of the Lord in such a manner IMlt ttp all tile dain 011t q/tw 
-,w, without the help of any oue to lea~her or lift her, that aay 
one would have judged &om hence that ahe wu of perfrct age. 

Mary ascending the step, 'of the temple ; the priests waiting at 
the door above to receive her; Joachim and Anna in the crowd 
below; Receivers of the off'eriogs counting money, 8tc. An en
graving on wood, by Albert Durer-balf sheet. 

IV. JosBPH's MIBACULous BUDDBD RoD. 

M-,, v~-16. n.ien accordiuJ to thill prophecy the high-priest appointed 
that all men of the ho111e and family of David who were marriageable, 
aud not married,ahould hring their several rode to tile altar.-17. Au 
OIII qf .,114,_,. peraoa•, rod 4/ltr if - bro-,11,, a.Jlot«r ,Aollld hd /ml, 
and "' Ille top qf it tile 8piril qf tl&t Lord ilollld Iii ill tile qp,anuta qf • 

dow, lle wald 6t t111 - lo tOlOllt tile Yirgill llo.W be fiM1 1111d k be~ 
trotlitd. 
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ProtffiJlfgtli011, viii.-11. And behold a doi,t proeeedtd out qf IM rod, 1111d flt,. 
upon IM lilad qf Jo,epla.-a. And the bigb-prieat aaid, Joaepb, Thou 
art the person choaen to take the virgin of the Lord, 

l. An interior-the birth-place of Christ; Joseph with his 
budded rod; offerings being presented, &.c. Engraved by Jae. 
Frey, after Sebast. Conca-large sheet. 

2. Jesus in the Virgin:s _lap holding Jo,eph's budded rod in 
both hands ; the Virgin attracting bis attention from it by show
ing him a flower. Engraved by Joseph Juster, after Leonardi 
da Vinci-folio. 

• 3. Joseph seated with his budded rod in his lap, reading a 
stroll. Engraved by .A . .A. Morel, after Wicar--quarto •. 

4. Joseph with his budded rod in his right hand, holding the 
child on bis left arm. Ao oval engraving, octavo size, with aqlllll'e 
border for illumination, published at Paris by Gautier, 1818. 

v. CHRIST'S BIRTH IN A CAVE, 

Protnageliolt, xiv.-10. Then a bright cloud overshadowed the tot. 

1 I'l/'m1cy,i.-10. And behold it wualljUltd roitl& ligliu greater than the ligbta 
of lamps and candlea, and greater than the light of the ann itlelf. 

The birth of Christ in the ca'De, a great light from the infant; 
Angels adoring him, others in a cloud above praying and prais
ing. Engraved by Wierix-small folio. 

VI. FALL OF THE IDOL IN EGYPT, 

t 11fft,.my, iv.-6. And now be drew near to a great city in which there wa, 
an idol.-1S. And at the aame instant fM idol /tU dorm&, and at hia fall 
all the inhabitant, of Egypt, beaides others, ran together, 

I. The flight into Egypt, an idol falling from a bracket at
tached to a tree. Engraved by John Sadler, after M. De 17 os
small folio. 

• 2. The same subject. Engraved by .A. Wieri.t-small J2mo. 

VII. FLIGHT OF THE ROBBERS. 

·1 I,ifa:11cy, v,-8. They went therefore hence to the aecret place of robbers 
11·ho robbed tritveller81 aa they pasa by, of their carriagea and they 

0 
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.~Jotltea, ao1l carry them away bound.-:-4. Thue tAievt, IIJIOII thtir 
eomi..,-heard a great noise, auch u the noise of a kine with a great army, 
~ud many hone, and the trumpet. sounding, at hia departure from bis 
own city ; at which they were "1 qffriihlttl., a, to ltaw all tlarir booty bt· 
Mu t1ttm, _, fly -y ill htute. • 

• The arrival of the Holy Family, and the flight of the robbers. 
An etching by Castiglione. . 
VIII. Tns VIRGIN MARY WASHING CHa1sT'ij CLOTHES. 

• 1' I,ifaney, vili.-9, ,r Hence they weut to that sycamore tree which ia now 
called Matarea.-10, And in Matarea tllt Lortl. Je1111 c111ued a weU to 
,pri,tg forth iii whiall SI. IUary 10111llttl. his coat.-11. And a balsam ia 
produced ( or grows) in that country, from the aweat which ran down 
there from the Lord Je1111. 

I. Marg on her knees washing linen at a &pring-head, and 
Christ taking it to Joseph, who hands it tQ two ang_els in a tree to 
hang up to dry. Engraved by Yallet, from Albano-a large 
sheet. 

2, Anothet by Benoist, from the same picture; rather smaller. 
S. Ao Orleans Gallery print by Coucl,e, from the same. 

IX. JosBPH CARPENTERING-CHRIST ASSISTING HIM, • . 
.1 l'lfaxcy, xvi.-And Joaepb, whereaoever be went into the city, took the 

Lord Jeaua with him where be wu aent for to make gates, or milk pails, 
. or ak ,ea or boxea. 

1. The infant in the cradle, Mary spinning from a distaff; 
full grown angels attending them. Joseph working with his 
hatchet at a bench ; little angels raking together and picking up 
bis chips, and putting them in a basket. An engraving on wood, 
by Albert Durer. 

2. J o8eph working at a bench for the building of a church or 
monastery ; an archangel directing the work; angels carrying the 
boards, and tlying up to the steeple with large beams ; the Virgin 
seated, rolling a swathe on a table with the child in her arms ; an 
angel airing a napkin at the fire, others in the clouds with music
books, singing. Engraved by J. Sadler, after Fred. Sustris
small folio, breadtbways. 
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3. The same subject; reversed, by R. Sadler. 
4. The Virgin seated with the child sleeping in her arms ; an 

angel making up his bed in the cradle ; another airing his napkin 
at the fire-place: Joseph leaning over the back of her chair, witli 
a chisel in his right, and a mallet in his left hand. Engraved by 
Yander Does, after Guellinus-folio. 

5. Joseph at his carpenter's bench chiselling· wood; Christ -
standing at the end holding a lamp for him to see by ; the Virgin 
behind. Engraved by Coeleman,, after Bigot-quarto. • 

6. Joseph at the work-bench making a chalk-line on a board; 
Christ holding one end of the line, and Joseph the other; the 
Virgin seated with work in her lap; J oseph's budded rod in a 
vase. A large engraving by J. Pesne, after An. Caracci. 

7. Joseph planeing in a room; the Virging sewing ; Christ 
sweeping the shavings together with a broom. A ,mall oval en
graving, with Latin letter-press beneath, from a foreign devo
tional book. 

8. 'JESu CHRISTI DE1 DoM1N1 SALTATon1s NRI IN• 

FANTtA.' This is a set of small plates beautifully engraved by 
Jerome Wierir: among them are the following subjects: 1. Jo
seph in a room driving a wooden pin into the doorsill ; Christ 
sweeping up chips, and angels carrying them to Mary, who is at 
the fire cooking in a skillet. !!. Joseph and an angel driving 
nails into the frame-work of a building; Christ with a large au
gur boring a hole in a plank; Mary reeling thread. S. Joseph 
chipping· a log ; Christ and angels picking up the chips ; Mary 
reeling thread. 4. Joseph finishing the roof of a house ; Christ 
carrying a plank up a ladder; Mary combing flax. • 5. Joseph 
building a boat; Christ • caulking it, assisted by angels; Mary 
knitting. 6. Joseph driving posts into the ground; Christ nail
ing the rails, attended· by angels. 7. Joseph and Christ sawing 
acress the_ trunk of a tree ·on the ground ; an angel sitting on 
each end to steady it; Mary at a spinning wheel. 8. Joseph 
and Christ sawing into planks a ·large beam, which is elevated on 
a scaffold; Christ holding the saw, on the beam above, as the 
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topsman; Joseph pulling below; angels lifting wood, and Mary 

spmmog. 
A Volume that I have, entitled the ' ~0tch ban '.:)Jbe~u~ 

{eben,' • contains Apoc. N. Test. subjects, with engra•inga on 
wood, coloured. 1. A cut that occupies the whole of page 14, 

at the top, in one corner, represents Issachar reproaching Joachim 
for being without issue, and returning him his offerings ; in the other 
corner the angel comforts J oacbim, and appoints him to meet his 
wife Anne at the Golden Gate ; below, the angel consoles Anne, 
and tells her that she shall be no longer barren ; in the other lower 
comer appears the gate, with Joachim and Anne embracing. 2. 
On page 15, is a cut of the Virgin at three years old, walking up the 
fifteen step, of the temple to the astonishment of the priests. S. A 
cut on page 16, represents the men of the house of David with 
rods, standing beside the altar in the temple; the priest before it 
talking to Joseph, whose rod has blossomed, with the Holy Ghost 
as a dove sitting upon its top. 4. A cut of the Bight into 
Egypt, is on page 43, with two idols falling from their pillars be
fore Christ and the Virgin. 

Having concluded a brief notice of some of this class of prints 
in my possession, the following that I recollect to have seen 
may be added: viz. I. The Nativity of Christ, with tl,e tax, 
mida,ives present ; engraved by Ghisi-very large. 2. The 
marriage of Joseph and Mary, with Joseph's rod in .flomer, 
and the dove; after a picture by Parmegiano.-S. The same 
1ubject with Joseph', rod budding, and the Holg Gho,t coming 
down as the dove, after N. Pou5sin.-4. The same subject, Jo
seph's rod budding, &c. Jcfrdano.-There are prints of Anne 
and Joachim her husband, in the English and foreign editions of 
the Golden Legend. Among the Harleian MSS. an inventory 
of furniture at the old royal palace of Greenwich, in the reign of 
Henry VIII. contains 'a tablet of our Lady and St. Anoe.' 

Gough in his account of the splendid Bedford Missal, men-

• F.ilio, Breda, 1495. 
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lions several of its sumptuous drawings that are clearly Apoc. N. 
Test. subjects; in particular, 'the angel announces to St. Anne, 
the nativity of our Lady, and that she should bear the mother or' 
our Saviour.' a 2. St. Aune and J oacbim present the Virgin 
Mary in the temple. 3. A representation of the idols falling in 
the flight into Egypt.b 4. Another of the same subject.• Per
haps Mr. Gough's account of a 'man with a lily sceptre pursued 
by men with staves,' '1 may be found to be Joseph with his budded 
rod, and the men of the house of David with their rods. 

It would weary the reader to enumerate similar illustrations of 
these apocryphal subjects. I shall therefore conclude by observing 
that in the Salisbury Missal of 1534, there is a prayer with a pre
face, stating that Pope Alexander VI. granted to all that said it 
devoutly in the worship of St. Anne, and our Lady and her son, 
ten thousand years of pardon for deadly sins, and twenty years 
for venial sins, ' totiens quotiem ;' also another prayer to be said 
before the image of Saint Anna, Maria, and Jesus, 'of the 
whyche Raymund the cardinall and legate bath granted a C days 
of pardon, totie's quotiens.' Before these prayers is a whole 
length wood-cut portrait of Anne, with an emblazonment, on the 

• front of her figure, of the Virgin Mary, with the child Jesus in 
her arms. In the back-ground the ·angel is appearing to J oacbim, 
and Anne is meeting him at the Golden Gate. On the next 
page· there is a smaller cut of Anoe teaching the Virgin to read. 
Anne is represented in this way in Les Ceremonies de la St. 
Muse. The painters usualJy so occupy her.• 

• Account of the Bedford Mis.ta!, 1794, 4to. p. 78. b Ibid. p. t6. 
• Ibid. p. :is. • Ibid. p. ts. 

• Ribadeneira in bis Lillff qf the Saint,, (fol. 17~, vol. ii. p. 59.) aaya, ' We 
cannot say any thine greater for the glory of St. A1n1E, than to call her the 
mother of the mother of God, aad grandmother of Jeans Chriat. For it can• 
not be qneationed, bot that the wne bountiful Lord bath furnished, beautified, 
and ennobled her purest soul with altthoae treunrea of virtaes it wu fitting 
ahe should be enriched and adorned with, who wu to be the grandmother of 
the Son of God.' The All;le author thn1 apoatrophiaea J0Aca1111 her husband. 
' O, happy man, that waa made worthy to give to God the Father, a most 
pore and holy daughter; to God the Son, an incomparable mother; to God 
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the Holy Gltoat, a most chaste epousc, and the l'ich cabinet of tbe holy Trinity.' 
A trar.t licemed by _the Doctors in Dirillity of the Faculty of Paris, in 16~, 
'in order to maintain devotion to bee,' is entitled, ' Tiu Prerogatillul{ St. Anne, 
Jllother qf the Mother nf God.' The Doctors iu setting forth . the sanctity of 
Anne, auppoaee that an eagle, preparing to make a neat, fiiea about to choose 
a tree aurpassiug all others in height and beauty, and n1ak.ea choice of the 
strongest branch, and neare■t: heaven. l1Dagine, now, aays the author, that 
God ia this eagle, who running over with his eyes, all the women who were to 
be, from the first to the last, perceived not-any one so worthy to receive the 
glorious virgin IIVhO was to be the little neat of the heavenly-eaglet who is the 
word incarnate, ~ St. Anne, in whom be reated himself aa· in the tree of Para
dise ;-ll'o that God ga\•e to her merita the gloriouaiadvantage of conceiving in 
her bowels a daughter, who merited· the eulted dignity of becoming the mo• 
ther of God, and effecting the re-establishment of the nniverae. Couaeqoently 
in our need we mnat addreu oorselvea by St. Anne to the Virgin, and by the 
Virgin to Jeans Cbritt,·and by-Jesus Christ to God bis Pather. By the imita
tion of her virtues we revere be~ sanctity, and-God seeilag that we bneno 
present to approach bis ~rone, hia grandmother deeirea from the aoula who 
bear her name, that their hearts be always replenished with grace. 

In the London Gazette, fr11m Sept. 8 to &pt. 11, t7H, ia the following entry: 
--• HnovBR, Sept. 7th, N. S. This day died in the 89th year of bis age, M. 
Gerard Molan, Abbot of Lockomb, Primate of the State■ of this Dutchy, Di• 
rector of the churchee and c:lergy in the Electorate, Head of bi■ Majeaty'• 
eccleaiaatical court, and council there, and a member of the Eoglieh Society 
for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, Notwithatanding,' aays the 
Gazette, .' hia great age, he enjoyed till hie lut sick.nee■ a firm health, with a 
1figour of body and mind equal to his laboriOMI neploy,,iftu. His great abilitiee, 
his prudence, integrity, and the indefatigable application, he ahewed, in dischart
ing the tnut repoaed in him, gained him the special favour of bi■ sovereign, 
the love of thoae under hie care, and the eeteem of all that knew him. Hill , 
profound learning, exemplary piety, and troJy Christian moderation rendered 
him the ornament of the German Evangelick Clergy, 10 that bis lou ill ooiver-
aally lamented.' 

One of the tnut, reposed in the Primate Molan, was that of ' Keeper of ea 
tteble colltction of Relia ;' and • one of bis laborioua e■ploymtnta, the dnwing 
up of a Catalogue Raisonnee _in Latin of bis precious charge. I have io my 
possession an English translatiou of this catalogue by a traveller, to whom be 
presented a Latin copy, and ahewed the relics. The MS. contains an account 
of Two Relic, nf St. ANNE, Mother If/ the most gloriuus J'irgin Mary; likewise a 
piece of her co11t; also anotl«r piece of her coat; and furthermore a great pi«e qf her 
coat. In the same ' noble collection,' are two relics of St. Clement, two of 
St. Barnabas, and three of St. Hermaa, whose writings are contained in 
the Apoc. N. Test. Their relics are accompanied by others of each of the 
twelve Apoules; also three relks of St. John the Baptist, and one of his teeth; 
two relics of St. Thoma, a Becket; six relics of the eleven thoullalld Virgin,, 
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with three notable hones, and three great bones belonging to them ; the shoul
der-blade of St, George the Martyr, a piece of his arm, one of his ri~ and a 
piec,i ofbia back; au arm of St. Lawrence; • a tbnmb of St. Mark,-flom hia 
body at Venice, which wants it;' the claws of a crab belonging to St, _Peter; 
two pieces of Aaron's rod; au entire arm of St. Bartholomew; an arm of St., 
Mary Magdalen, and a piece of her head; aome oil from the brea~t of the Vir
gin; some of her hair; several other relics of her, and a piece of her tommtooe; 
two pieces oftbe table at which Cbriat supped; some of the ointment be was 
anointed with; three pieces of thll pillar at which he was scourged ; two thorns 
from his crown; oiAe pieces of his crosa; some of hia blood ; and his handker
chief. These relics of St. ANNE, and the rest I have mentioned, with a multi
tude of others, are the ancestral property of Hia present Majesty king George 
the Fourth. The MS. says, that • this is most certain, that all travellers, that 
have been in all parts of the world, and come to Hanover and seen these relict, 
with one voice confess, that so vast a treasure of most valuable relics, ao finely 
adorned, is hardly to be seen, or indeed not at all to be seen together in any 
one place whatever-and they are now preserved in the Electoral Chapel, and 
readily and; willingly ahewo to _all that desire to see them.' 

JoAcHrM, on his festinl in the old Roman Missal, ia thus addnjsaed, • 0 
Joacliim, h111baod of St. Anoe, and father of the Blessed Virgin, from hence 
bestow 9!lVing help on thy servants.' The Jut of some Latin verses io the same 
service is th111 tramlated by Bp. Patrick, (DlllOI. of Rom. C"f&. p. ,96.) 

Aud now thou'rt placed among the blest so high, 
Thou canst do every thing thou art inclined to ; 

Thy nephew, Jesu~, sure will not deny, 
_ Murh Jesa thy daughter, what thou bast a mind to .. 

ANNE, his wife, was al.&o supplicated for the remission of sin, and honoured 
with bymm, and other devotions. She ia spoken of by Eogli1b writers with 
great respect. lo • the lltW Notborunt mayde •po' the pas.,io' of erydt,' (im
pryoted at London by John Skot, ttmo. ;) a rare poem, occasioned by the 
old ballad of the Not-broume Mayie, in Arnold's Chronicle, 15~1, (of '"hich 
latter, Prior's Ntdbroum Maid, is an altered version,) AllNE is honoureJ, by 
the author making Christ himself mention her, in answer to one of Mary's 
expostulations in behalf of mankind: 

Lo, thus, good mayde, 
The dottghter qf Sayu Anne, 
Man hate exylede 
From.hym your chylde, 
Ryght as a banysahed JDan. 

'l'hat ANNE was in good estimation may be well imagined from there being in 
Loudon, four churches dedicated to her, besides upwards of thirty thoroughfares 
io the metropolia called by her name. Ju the Calendar to the Catholic Church 
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Service, (Laity', Dil'tttory, 182!,) ber birth-day, the t6th of July, ia marlt.cd 
u a bigb featival of devotion, The Weddi1fB'-Ri111 of JoACIIIK aud ANNE bas 
allo bad ita doe share of respect, for it was kept by the nuns of St. Anne at 
ltome, and worked miracle•. It wa stolen during the sacking of that city 
under the pontificate of Clement VII., bot wu wonderfully brought back 
and laid upon a atone by a crow. 

Ao account of the honoun to the Virgin MARY, would exceed the limits 
of thia volume. Some notion of it may be formed from the fact, that upwards 
of three thousand different engravings of her wl're in the Collei:tion of PrintJ, 
made by the Abbe Marolle1. The miracles she is recorded to have worked 
are almost innumerable. ' At one time they make her come down from 
heaven, to aupport an arch thief at the gallows, who was banged for his ro
periea, but wu withal a great devotee of her's; at another, she comes to 
dun Tbomu of Canterbury's coat, which happened to be tom upon the shout
den; then she ia at the pains of wiping the aweat from the faces of the Monka 
of Clainau, while they are at work ; at another time ahe discharges the duty of 
a certai■ abbesa who was rambling up and down the country with a monk. who 
had debauched her ; she sings matins for a monk. who bad asked her to supply 
his place; and they even make her come down to let a young fellow blood.'
(C"",/orm. bd. ,be. ad Mod. Cernrt. p. 144.) The veneration in wbieh she ia 
held at this day may he gathered from a perusal of ' Tiu DtwtWII ad Ojkt qf 

tlu &.crtd Htarl o/ Otlr Lord Je,,u Chrid, with it• 11al11r1, orifin, prttfrtu, ,tc., ilt
tlllding 1/u DtHlio11 to tlu Sacrtd Hearl qf tlu Bluatd J'irfi11 llary,' ( l l th edit. 
Keating and Co., 1816, 18mo.). 

JoaBPR the husband of Mary ia allo highly distinguished by wonbip ap
_ pointed to him. Tbia appean from a recent devotional work, fntitled, 'Re
~iou Oii lM prtrofalit1a, powr, caul prottcliOII 'If Sr. JOSEPH, ,potllt qf ll&e 
Blaled Virgili Mary, wit1' 1n,wal dn,otiOII, to tlu aaid lllod gloriotc, Patriarch.' 
(Keating, 181!, 18mo.) Wonhip to Jo&l!PB wu fint assigned about 13?0, in 
the reip of Pope Gregory XI. when a chapel being consecrated to St. Joieph 
in the cathedral of Avignon, the pope placed bi■ coat of arms about it in 
large eacotcbeons of atone. He increased the revenues of the canons, and 
ordained that the confraternity of Bachelon and sodality of Virgins belong
ing to it, in the proceaaion on his festival, should carry in their bands posies 
of flowen emblematical of the fragrance of his virtues. ' In our age,' &ays 
the author, ' de.otion to him ia nnivenal throughout the babitable world: 
bot wlay, saya the modern critic, wlay were the gloriooa merits of St. Joseph so 
long concealed? Why not generally made known to Christians before the 
fourteenth century?' The author amwen that ' true believers are to tremble at 
aclay, and tdwrefora in divine government-it is unpardonable presumption of 
enter into the Omnipotent'• hidden aecreta, and damnable curiosity to dive 
into hia secret decree■.' He obaenes that he cannot forbear remark.Ing how 
unjost the common pencils are to St. Joaepb, by representing him as to age 
and featnrl's, not becoming the foster-father of Jesus, and the spouse of Mary; 
he says that in all probaJ>ility the Son of God would not provide a ho,baod to 
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Iii.a beloved mother, who bad the leut penonal defect; and that although he 
might be forty when the virgin wu fourteen, yet he ought not to be ao exposed 
u leaning ou a staff', and ao decrepit as to be almost uaeleaa, when be was vigor• 
eaa and able to work tWrty years in serving the sacred family both at home and 
abroad. Headda, that St. Bernard tbiuks Sr. Joseph wu the likeness of Mary, 
and that the learned Gerson affirms that the tace of Jeau■ reaembled the face 
of Joseph; and be remark• that, as -, It would be revhi11g the blasphemous 
lieray of stigmatised Cerintbua to usert, that Jesus was by nature the real 
aon of Jost>ph, yet be mnat be looked on as bis legitimate parent, and 
entitled in all things to the right of paternity except that of generation, 
which the eternal Father ,applied, by infosing iuto the buaband of Mary, a 
paternal love for her aon Jesus. A child lawfully conceived in matrimony, 
may atrictly call the bnsband father, which title the Holy Ghost honours St. 
Joaeph with, by the month of the immaculate Virgin : your father 1111d I Amr 
...,.Al ,o• 101T0111ia1. (St. Luke, ii. 48.) Children r•puted by common fame to 
belong to such a p11rent, or those who are adopted, have a right to inherit title, 
and patrimoni8'; much more Jeaaa who wu born of Mary, Joseph'• wife; for 
according to the approved a)!iom of the law, wltattt1tr grows iH, "" i, hill tcpoa 
.,..,,_,, ,oil, l>llonp to tM owaer lllertof.' 1'be work baa many accounts of 
miracles performed by Joseph ; the following may be quoted as an example-
, It i, :a matter of fact, that a person of quality having lost all bis children by 
witchcraft a few day, after their birth, was counselled by one who bad too 
great an insight iuto that black and diabolical art, to uame hil next aon Jo
aeph; it was done, and the child lived to inherit bis father's estate and honour.' 
There are also in this book, directiooa for choosing St. Jotepb as a patron, with 
bia office, litany, a hymn in hia honour, bis beads, aeveu prayers in honour of 
hia ,even dolours and seven joya, and other e:serciaea; A prelude to one of 
the meditations is in these words: ' Imagine yonnelve■ to be In the temple of 
Jenualem when the high-prieet gave to Joaepb the Immaculate Virgin Mary. 
How the patriarch eapoUM!d'her, by putting a rin1 upon her finger, with other. 
eeremoniee according to the written law, in token that he made her partaker 
of all hia goods, and look her under hia protection,' 

Tbe Wtddillg-RffiB of MARY and Josl!:Pa was of onyx or amethyst, 
wherein waa discerned a repreaentation of the fiowera that bndded on hia rod~ 
It was 'discovered in the year 996, in thia way. Judith, the wife of Hugo, Mar
qoeas of Etruria, being a great lover of jewels, employed one Ranerius, a akilful 
jeweller and -lapidary of Cllllium, to go to Rome to make purchases for her. 
There be formed au intimacy with a jeweller from Jerusalem, who, when Ra
nerioa was about to return home, professed great affection for him, and offered 
bim a ring as a pledge of friendship. Raneriua looking upon it u of little value, 
dttlined it with a alight compliment; bot tl1e jeweller from the Holy Laud 
bade him not contemn it, for it was the wedding-ring of Joaeph and the bleeaed 
Virgin, and made him take it with an e■pecial charge that it ahonld not fall 
into the hands of a wicked penon. Ranerioa, still careless of what he 1aid, 
threw it into a little cheat with articles of inferior value, where it remained 

p 
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until hia f1ugetfulue11 cmt him c1ear: for when bis only ,on ,.., tj!n y,~ old, 
( the number of yeara that bis father disregarded ttl6 Vircin'~ rinc), the MY died 
and was carried to bis b1,irial. But, behold, as the hearae went forward, 011 a 
eudden the dead child rose from the coffin, ordered the beare~ to 1top, aed 
calling to his father, told him, that by favour of the blessed Virgin be 11'a& come 
from heaven to tell him that as he bad contemned religion by c;onceali~ her 
most holy ring in a common heap, be mu1t immediately send for it, •~d pulllii:ly 
produce it, that it might be openly venerated. The chest \)eing broq&hl and 
delivered into the son's hand, be presently found the ring, altbougb b11 ltad 
never seen it before ; then moat reverently kiaaing \t, and 1bowi11g it to the 
1pectatou, they religiously adored it during the Joyful p_ealing of the liell& 
which ruug of their own accord ; whereupon, ordering himself to be carrjecl tq 

the place where he desired to be buried, he delivered the ring to tb,e curate of 
the pariah, and then laying himself down in the co6i,n, be wae inte~re4,
This ring wrought many miracles: ivory ones touched w~b it wo11,1 by WQ

men in diJljcult labour relieve1l them; au imprea~ion of it i.11 ~a.s, applied to 
the hip, removed the sciatica; it cured diseases of the eyes, reco11ciled ~~ 
people that quarrelled,and drove out devils. Five centurie~ afterwards, in \4its. 
the church of Mustbiola, where it effected these wonders, b_ecomipg ruill0\\11, tll
ring was deposited with a religious communitY, of tlie Fraqcisc•QII at~. 
One of the brethren of the order named Wintberus, a crafty Gerl)lan, al\d 'ft.Zy 

wicked, having obtained from the magistrates an appoiotmetit to .tle'lf ~ 
ring, on a certain occasion after exhibiting it at the end of bis sermon 1to9~ 
dow:n, aa ifbe was putting it into the place provided for it, bnt in~tead of 49iv& 
eo he slipped it up his sleeve,and privily conveyed himself and the ri11g froin U.t 
city across the water. All was well so far, but_when be got into ~neigb~IIC 
field it suddenly became dark, so that not knowing which ..,.ay to go, b~ 1!1'~ 

knowing what waa the matter, be hung the ring on a t~e, and falling oq. tile 
ground penitently confessed bia sin to it, and promi1ed to return to Clmi.um i( • 
it would dispel the dark.11ess. On taking it down it emitted a great ligllt wbich 
he took advantage of to travel to Perusia, where he sojourned with the Au111J
tan friars till he determined on making another elfort to c;arry it iato O~~J. 
He was again hindered by the darkne!a returning. lt infested him and. the whole 
oity for twenty days. Still be resolved not to return to CluaiQIJl, but wld Ilia 
atory in great confidence to bis landlord, one Lucas Jordal!us, who with.pea\ 
cunning represented to him bis danger from the Clusiuns, and tju~ liep~fita he 
would receive from the Peruaians if he bestowed the ring on that city. W'm
therua followed his advice. As soon_ as the ring was shown to the people the 
darkoe5s disappeared, and Wintherus was well provided for in the house of 
the magi;;trate. Meanwhile the bishop of Clusium coming to Peruaia, eni!ea
vonred in vain to regain the relic, The city of Sena. sent an aiw>¥5ador to 
a•si~t the. cl~im of lbe Clusiuns; he was entertaiued by the Pernsiana 
with !(teat respect, bot they informed him that having used no aa~rjlegioua 
arts to obtain the blessed Virgio'a tj\lg, ~ey respected her too much to restore 
iUo ita owne~_; that they received it withi11_ their w_alla witb u ma,ch res»ec~ 
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u they would do the Ark of the Covenant, aad would def'end their holy prize 
by force of arms. The bereaved Clnsiuna laid the case before Pope Sixtus 
IV., and the Perusiaoa did the aame. Winthen1s was orde_red by the Pope 
on the importunity of the Clusiuns, into closer confinement ; but as the bea\ 
abated he pasaed a merry life in Perusia, and at his death the Franciscaoa 
and the canon• of St. Lawrence disputed for the possession of his boay. Thi, 
honour was in the end obtained by the latter, in whose chapel be was buried 
before an altar dedicated te St. Joaeph and the Virgin; and a monument wu 
erected by the Perusiaus to the ring.stealer's memory, with an inscription • 
whidiaclr.oowleoged that the receivers were as much indebted to him for it u 
if it had been his own prcperty and he had offered it of bis own accord. lo the 
pontificate of Innocent III. A. D. 1486, the arbitrament of the dispute waa left 
to Cardinal Piccolomioams, who adjudged the relic to' Pcrusia. The important 
decilion was celebrated in that city by every imaginable expression of joy, and· 
for the greater honour of the sacred ring a chapel was built for it in the cburck 
of St. Lawrence, with an ioacription, informing the reader thnt there the untouch
ed mother, the queen of heaven, and her spouse, were worshipped; that there iii 
tJie aaoctuary of her wedding ~'?g, at1e lent a gracious ear to all pray en; and, 
that be that gave the ring (Wiotherus ), defended it by his protection, The pencil 
was called in to grace the more substantial labours of the architect. A cnrio111 
picture represented the high-priest in ·the temple of Jerusalem, taking Joseph 
and Mary by tlleir hands to eapouie them with the venerated ring: one aide· of 
the eolemnity wu graced by a band of virgins, the companions of Mary during 
her education; the other aide wu occupied by a company of young men, 
Joseph•• kinsmen of the house of David, holding.their withered rods. Tiie' 
imagination of the artist employed oile of these in breaking hia own rod acro11 
his'knee, • envious of Josepb's, which by its miracnloiit budding, bad ended 
the hopea of all who by the pr11clamafioo had become c.-andidatea for her band. 
In addition to thu an altar was raised and dedicated to St. Joseph ; his statue 
was placed at it, aide;. bis birth-day was kept with great pomp; a society of 
1ecnlal'8 called bii Fraternity wai iristif~ted to serve in the chapel jointly with. 
thl! cllfl'gy of Sr. Lawrence ; • alld' ori the joi~t festival of the Virgin and her 
•po•, the splendid solemnity was heightened by the solemn exhibition of their 
ring, and by the picture of their miracnlons nuptials being uncovered to the 
eager gaze of the adoring moltitude.-.Bp. ·Patrick'a Dtt:ot. qf Rom. Ch. p. 46. 

The mlracleli of 'tlie w~adilig ring' of J~seph' arid 1\-I~ry w'ere trifling in com
parison to its miraeulooa powers of multiplying itself, It existed in different 
cborchea of Europe at the 1ame time, and, each ring being a1 genuine as the 
other, each WU paid the aame honoun by the devout. 
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V. THE DESCENT INTO HELL. 

' Mr, Warton, who amllea at the idea of their baving ancleatly committed to 
the blacllsmitba the handling of tu P11,yf4'1Dioll, an old play '° called, would 
have bad atill greater reaaon, could be kave uaigned with truth to the company 
of taylon Ila, Dtlffld i•to Hell.' 

Rev. John Brand, Bill. N-,,1,, "• ii. p. S10. a. 

TH B Coventry Mystery of Christ's Descent into Hell, con
sists of only six verses;" in one of which Christ expresses bis de
termination to release the souls ' from the cindery cell.' Such 
brevity was occasioned, perhaps, by the subject. being very back-: 
nied. But the Chester Mystery of the same subjectu is a tedious 
paraphrase of circumstances in the Gospel of Nicodemus ; • to 
which is added in one of the copies• by way of epilogue, the lamen
tation of a cheating Chester alewife, on being compelled to take up 
her abode with the deviis ; one of whom she endeavours to wheedle· 
by calling him her 'sweet Mr. Sir Sathanas,' from whom she re-· 
ceives the compliment of being called bis ' dear darling.' 

In strictness, the prints that I have, which illustrate this event, 
should bave been described with the other engravings from A po
cryphal New Testament story, but it seemed better to connect 
them with other particulars on the same subject ; and accord-

• Cotton MS, Pageant xsxiii. b Harl. MS. !UH. 

• Apoc, N. Teat. Nieodnula,xiii. S. ton. H.-The Goepel ofNicodemoain 
Anglo-Saxon, by lElfrk Abbot, of St. Albana, in the year 950, with fragments 
of the Old Testament in the aame language, waa pnblilhed by Dr. Hickes at 
Oxford, iu 1698.-Lnoia'• Hid, qf Thuul. qf tlae Bible, p. 8, 

~ Harl, MS. tots. 
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iogly they succeed the following extracts from the Apocryphal 
Gospel on which they are founded. 

Nkodemiu, xii,-8, In the depth of bell in the blackoeu cit darkoese, on a 
sodden there appeared the colour of the son like gold, and a 1ubstaotial 
purple coloured light, enlightening the place. 

sv,-1. While all the Jaiots of hell were rejoicing, behold Sa.tan the prince 
and captain of death, ■aid to the prince of hell.-i. Prepare to re
cein .Jesus of Nazareth himself, who boasted that he wa■ the Soo of 
God, and yet was a man afraid of death, and ■aid my soul ii sorrowful 
e,eo to death, 

xvi.-19, The mighty Lord appeared in the form of a man.-!O. And 
with his invincible. power ,iaited those who aat in the deep darkness by 
iniquity, and the shadow of death by sin. 

xrii.-18, Theo the king of glory, trampling npoo death, aebed the prince 
of bell, deprived him of all his power, • 

siI,-lt, And taking bold of Adl!Jll by his right band, be aaceuded from 
hell, and all the aaiota of God followed him, 

ENGRAVINGS. 

1. A landscape with a view of the earth beneath, containing a 
semi-section of bell, which is a globe divided into four parts: 1. 

The devil sitting on the body of Judas in the centre, surrounded 
by a body of fire containing the damned in torment. 2. The 
compartment surrounding· the centre is the Bame of purgatory, 
with its inhabitants. 3. The next circle is the limbo of infants 
whose heat seems to be less fierce. 4. The outer circle is the 
limbo of the Fathers to which Christ has penetrated from bis 
grave, with a banner surrounded by a light cloud filled with an
gels. Engraved by Ant. Wierix, after B. Pau-smallfolio . 
. 2, Christ within the porch of hell bearing a banner in his left 

band ; Adam wbo holds tbe cross of wood, with Eve and a crowd 
of others are behind him; he is stooping down to receive persons 
who are grasping his right hand -from a dark entrance ; a furious 
devil is striking at him· with the end of a pointed staff, from a square 
bole above ; hell-gates lie broken on the ground, while a demon 
flying in the air blows a horn. A fine engraving on wood by Al
bert Durer, 1510-small folio. 

S. The same subject varied a little. An engraving oo copper 
by A. Durer-small square quarto. 
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4. The pme subject furtller varied. Engraved by A.. Dura-, 

151 i, duodecimo . 
.5. The ~ame subject more varied. Engraved by Jerome 

Wieri.r-small. 
6. Christ bursting hell gates ; a devil throwing stones at him 

from the battlement-a 'Very early engraving on wood, before the 
time of Wolgemuth. 

7. A devil holding up the broken gate with his left arm, and 
beating back Adam and Eve with a large splinter of wood in his 
right hand to prevent their escape. Engraved by .Martill Schoen. 

The ' Pilgremage of the sowle,' a spiritual romance with beau
tiu that delighted 0111' forefathers, was printed by Cax.ton, io 1483. 
I have a MS. in French from which Caxton's work is translated, 
with fifty-six coloured' drawings interspersed by the amanueosig, 
three of which are entire sections o( the subterranean hell, di
vided into compartments, conformabty to the print by Wierix. 
This a1Tangement of hell is atfributed to Cardinal Bellarmihe, 
bat the Cardinal only repeated what bad been previously des
cribed'; for my MS·. was written in the year 1435, a century 
before- the Cardinal was born. Frotn an appropriation of pu
nishment to· rhe> seven· deadly sins, it bas sometimes been sup
,e1ed• that helt hail been· di9ided' into· as· manycompattme'nts'. 
'.Fli~ gold~mithil Baldini lHld Boticelli, very early, i( not the ear
lie!Jt engra•ers; ~Ute•ch print' wherein the damned are· repre
sented: ift sepatatb places- of-tomtent • which resemble ovens, each· 
inscribed with'a·pnti~ vice-;• and Eramius mentions certain. 
divines· who make as- many divi~iolls' iil' hell· and purgatory', and 
describe, as< many< dlffetent' sott!r-' and' degrees of punishment as if 
they·were·very well acquainted W'itlHhe' soil· and situation of these 
infernal regions.b 

Bltt' to return'· fron\ this· excursion':· I Wdtlid • obsetV'e that in 
the ' Boeck 'Oan J hesua letJen,'• there is a· ,vood engl'a\'iog· of the 

• Landseer'a Lectures on Engraving, p. 2.~ t. 
~ Erasmo•'• Ptaise·ofi'olly, Umo. 172-11 p. 10!), 

c Mentioned at p. 11!. 
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:E>esceut int1> Hell, repre_senting Christ st;mdiQg with his baune, 
in frQDt of bell, its gat6!f off the binges, 11n"1 Adam and Eve wi\h 
other souls praying to )um for their relttilSll : by the aide of this 
fut the d,~vil is depjcted on bis kQee• with hit claw& folded 
across his breast, and bending in a post11re Qf 11upplic;atiQP, There, 
are also wopd c11ts of this ,u}uec~ in two fdition, of the ' Biblia 

fauper11m.,' a t,loc~ book; 14M ~ot1-"r i.- ~e ' S"culum Hu .. 
inan~ Salv11tioni11/ besides otb~rs ig wor~fl flf almQlt eqqllJ curio .. 
sity, ,vhQSe titles escap~ my recollection. It seems tbat there 

\Vi!S f9rqwrly i11 Ci11\erbury C1lth«t1hl 11, paiuted gla~ window of 
' C.bfistus spoliat Jnfer11uP1.'• 'frobably it. wae pi.I\ up as 1 1uit~ 
ab~e • illustra\i90 to \he Go~\ Qf NiQQdtl\Ql.-., w~b Em111111, 
~heQ be. vis~ted f;pglaµd, sitW ch11ined to tht pilla,s of that cat~ 
dral for the edification 9f tlle visitor11-L Tt&e t1J1<1ient1 .-epresented 
Christ like a mighty champion entering the territories of bell, 
and fighting for th.e space of three days with the devil till he had 
broken the strength of his malice, and quite destroyed his power 
and force, and brought with him the holy souls he desired to 
release.• 

BERNARDINus DE Busns in bis seventeenth sermon on the 
Rosary, printed at Hagenaw in 1580, affirms, that the hole wherein 
the cross stood went down into limbus, a horrible prison, where the 
fathers were near to the horrible devils under the earth, and that 
the blood of Christ descended thereby, which when they felt 
they rejoiced, and then appeared the soul of Christ which illumi
nated the whole place; be salutecJ them, shook them by the 
hand, blessed them, and drew tbeQt out.d The concluding scene 
bas been usually selected by the artist for the exercise of his pen
cil. The Gospel of Nicodemus seems to have been the prin
cipal source from whence poets and painters of former times 
described the Dciscent into Hell, Belief in the event may be 

• Ornaments of Churches Considered, 410. appendix, p. 8. 
• Erasmus's Colloquies by Baily, 8vo. 1725, p.-354. 
• King's History of tl~ Apo~tles Creed, 8vo. 1737, p. 2!3. 
4 Car)il OD Ille Descent of Cbrit_t, 12mo, 1582, p. 98. 
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traced 80 fu back u the eecood ceotu11, Though the variOUI 
moditicatioos that belief hu undergone, rather belongs to theolo
gical inquiry, and would encumber mine, yet I propose to lay 
before the reader a few references concerning its antiquity and 
adaptation to popular understanding. 

The Yi&ion of Peirs Ploughman, a poem, written according 
to Warton, about 1384, but according to Dr. Whitaker about 
1362, and ascribed to Robert Langland, a secular priest in the 
county of Salop, wu first printed in 1558, and lastly from _a MS. 
contemporary with the author in 1813.• This ancient work con
taiDB an elaborate description of Christ's descent into hell, which 
on comparison will be· found to have been taken from the Goa
pel of Nicodemus : some extracts are annexed with their para
phraee io modem English prose subjoined. 

• Wiclae a ligbt and wicb a leom Jay by fore belle,,. 
W/tal a U,lil Cllll a 1"- apptared ill tlte ,,_ of ull ! 

' Lo belle mygbte nat bolde 1,ote openede tho God tholede 
And let oat ~IIIOftdt',. aoaea.'• 

IA, ull-U !IOI -'Ilia ht optwed lo tltoH .,Ao -'led God, od Id nt tu 
.,., (/ .sr.-. (Nicodema.e, xiii. 1!, &c,) 

'..fffolile porla priltCip,, caira,, tz-iiri ,ore,.,,,..,,,, &c. 
A Toys loude in that ·light .to Lucifer aeide 
Princes of tb~ palyi an do the gatea, 
For here ~ometh with coroone the kyoge of alle glorie, 
Tlieo ,yhede Satan. and aeide- 4 

' Li/I "I' yov g't'tal pin, GIid ye tM"laat~ door, be Jt optrttd.' la llaal ligl,i 
a wice cried al01ld to Li,cifer: Prillua qf tlau palace opea tAe 1ata, for here. 
COlrttlA lllitA Ai, cl'OIOJI Ille K~ qf glory. TA,a &laa ,-td lfflllaaid, 

• Ac rya ap Ragamoff"yo, and recbe me alle the barres 
Ar we tho1·w brygbtnesae be bleat. barre we the gatea 
Cbeke we and cheyoe we. and eche chync atoppe 
And tbow Astrot bot oat. and have oate knave. 
Coltyug and al bas Jr.yooe. our catel to eave 
Bryoatoo boilanot breooiog. oat c:utetb bit 

a The Y-uion of Pein Plonghm11n, by Dr. T. D. Whitaker, 1818, 4to-. 
b Ibid. p. m. • Ibid. P• !SS. • Ibid. p. 354. 
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Al hot in here bend& .that entren in ny the wallea 
Setteth \owes. of brake. a bruene gonne1 
And aheteth out shot e ynowh."' 

Aru, lltrpM'!ffett nd ng all tlu bar,, bf/ore _,, ere bliltded toill tk 6,,i,f~ 
11m. Be, t0e 110111 tla, gatn, boll aoe 1111d ehi11 ioe, 1111d ,top 11P t'DfflJ t1ai11k. Alld 
tAoii A.ltmitl& go JortJ. a11d ,allllw tlu ,-t., Collillg GIid all Iii, lnlulrld, to_, 

owr dillltdl. Cad boiliwg 1111d hririllf ffll!IIIOBlt, all l&ol, tcpott tluir luadl 111u 

..U aater lllilltila tM# t11alll. Su tlu ,te,I borol, GIid braull p111, -' IAoot owl 

., ill """''. 
'Yf he reve me of my rygbt. be robbeth me by mutrie 
For by ryght and _reaon. the reukee tbat .beon here 
Body and sonle betb myoe. bothe good and ille 
For be hyms self hit aeide. that ayre ia 9f belle 
That Adaa and Ew. and al hna ieene 
Sholden deye with deol. and here dwelle ev~ 
Yf thei touchede a treo. oth' toke tber of an appel 
Thna tbees lorde of light sncb a lawe made 
And entthe be ia ao _leel a lord. ich leyve that he wol oat· 
Reven oua of onre rygbt. entthe _reeon hem dampned 
And antthe we han be aeoeed. sevene thowaend wynt.'b 

JJ ,., HI'- mt tf my riglt, At ,lu,U rob flit by/ore,; mu by riglt ad l'tGIO!I 

tii, rooka t1aal crt here ar, ,...,, body nd ••'• good allll bed_: for A, hia#lf 111ht1 
i, Lord qf litU ,cid, tlaal Adana alld Ew 1111d «ll tArir il8lle 1/tosld di, .Uh 10m1117, 

1111d. •dl we for ewr if tlity lowtled • lrtt, or took 1111 cpplt lllw,/roJA. 71111 

llli, Lord qf light JAcdt llllel& • '-, GIid ~~IN.ii• Lord qf lrllll, I btlitw tlcl 1w 
aoiU 110t depril,e III of otn' right, be,- they art ,vlf/vUy 4-lltd 7 GIid b«Glllt tot 

11cN ~ ,euedq/tlw,a- t'--4 y-,. 

•What lord ert thn qnath Lucifer. a voya a loud eeyde 
The lord ofmyght and of man. that made alle thynge1 
Duke of this dymme place. a non undo the gatea 
Tllat Crid nowe eomen in. the kyogea aone of hevene 
Aad with that breth belle brake. with alle Belialea barre• 
For eny wye other wude. wyde openede ze gatea.'• 

Wht I.Ml .-t tlaOII 1 laid Ltceifer. A tlOiet eried clOlld, n, Lord qf po.,tr 

ad •-• 10lo made «ll thillg,, tii, ruler qf thi, dcrk plcte, opt11 tAt ,-ta Jortl,,. 
toitl, tlct Cwt tlit - of tAt Killg qf Aentll "'"Y eG!111 ill. A,,4 toill tlcl breath 
l,U lnlrd, acl .U Btlitlf1 bar,, taottoithllandillg tlN pcrd, lllt gctu jleto 111iik opt11. 

• Lo me her quath our lorde. lyf and aoule bothe 
. Fo_r alle 1ynfnl aonlea. to ,ave onre beyere ryght.r,s 

BtAald _, lm IJIIOl/a ow urd, both life 1111d 101d for ell rillllm to Mrl otcr br~ 
thrtll. 

• Ibid. p. 354. b Ibid. P· 3!>5. • Ibid, P• 358. d Ibid. P• ss,. 
2 
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' For the lesya,e that diow Luclftr, lewe lil Ew. 
Tbow abalt abygge bltere qqtlt Geel. and bead b:,m wi.tlt ebe,aes 
Aatrott and alleo there. budden baa iD heoniee 
'l'llei dont aat laen • oare Lerde. tM l•te ef bem alle 
Bote leotltym ledeaii>rtlt vial hJlll llllte, and leM wiche llialykecle.'• 

Ftr IA, /(IJlll-4, IMl!'ewi ,,_ Lt,q/ff lual -• E•, Clft ..U .... 
cral&td, fllOI• GOIII; ad he HUI Aia lllill ,_... ..,,_,. ad Cle •"'- W 
tilaulM iii..... Til ..... clulal .t 1AM .a dtml -, 1oM • Clllri,I, kl W 
laia takt lllN!I IMOIII M dair«l, GIid u.e IOiOIII ., ,i.,«1. 

A volume in the British Museum ~ containing a collection of 
MS. Poems, dated the 84th year of K. HeoryVl.(about 14.;(J), 
preaenes a poem elltituled, What Cirypt hatA. coat for m; 
wherein Christ says, 

To belle I went thia ehartre to echewe, 
Bebe thy fo Sathanu, that echrewe ; 
He was ecbeot, and brought to grouude, 
'lborow mayly• bore, and eperye wounde i 
A cliarter com'an made wu 
Bytwene me and Sathanu, 
All my eatel te have away 
1'bat he me reft-

lo die ..-, wwne O.r L.oy, So,,g -J Ike Cl,yld tkct 
soked hyr lwat, relates that after the death of Christ, 

Then to belle he tqq ,' ~ 
Wt woundy• wyde & all blody; 

Y• fonle fendye to alrray 
Wt bym be bar ye croe of tre. 

Belle ptJe fell op,n .. pat &e 
W1lell .,.., aoae wytl ltend llem blest, 

y. 6iad,I ..,,. -- tlley lt)IIII • :
Y• dtrhl ,. ,..,.. that ... IDJ IN'eat. 

Adam & Eve wyth hyia be take, 
Kyng Davyd1 Moyse,, 4' Salamoo; 

Aud haryed bell every noke, 
WJdi,11 byt left-tie eoolya noo, 

But £endr yu hyt to dwell• '11o• 
Lncyfer ther hard he prest 

• Ibid, p. 363, " Hui. MS. 5396, 

Digitized by Google 



127 

Tbetyo to bylle u atylle aa ttOll :--o-
Tbe chyld is resyn that soke my breat. 

ThDB 'comyfte be the f...,_ fele, 
And toke bys pny that be had bogbt; 

Aad pnt hyin yo to e111Ue1 wtle,-
Tber joye & blya faylea noght. 

The Worlde and t'/ae Cli!Jlde, a Morality printed in 1522; 
mentions the release of the souls. Perseverance, one of the dra
matis personie, rehearsing ' the xii. Artycles of the faytb,' says, 

The fyfth artycle I shall yo tell; 
Thao the spryghte of godhed went to hell, 
And bfeugh' ut the 11mles tbat there dyde dwen 
By the power of bis owo m,pt, 

In the articles of, Pierce Ploughman's Crede,• an old pro
duction, but not so old as the Vision, it is rehearsed that Christ 
was crucified, 

And ■)'then bis bleued body wu ill a atone byried 
And de1cended a dollD to the derk belle 
And fet out our "nof'aden. 

WuLIAII D'ONBA&'a .Re.turrection of Clc'!Jstel a Poe111 in 
the Bannatyne MS.1568, begins-

Done la a batten on the drafllll bbdt, 
0., cuipieab ai.,.t eontbenat ll,a ba forte, 
ne 7ettis of bell ar btokio with a cnk, 
The aipe triamphall ruit is of the croce ; 
The divillis trymmillis with hiddom voce, 
The Anlia ar borrowit, and to the bllu can go, 
Cbryat with bil l,lad our 1B1110m1 dois illdoce; 
Swraril 0--,de ,,,.W.0. .. .. .. 
Tbe to la cbaalt, the battell is done cell, 
The preSODe brokill, _.. jenllCMin fteit and ftemit ; · 
The weir ii goo, confermit ia the peia, 
The fetteri■ low■lt, and the dungeon temit, &c. 

• Pierce the Ploughman'• Crede wu fint printed in 1553, 
• Aac:ieot Scottiah PoelDB, t!mo, Edinb. 1?70, p, 85, 
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B1snoP CoaBBT, in his witty Itinerary of 

Foore Clerkea ofChford, doctoon two, ud iwo 
That would be doeten, 

laments the secularization of church appurtenance, at Banbury by 
the puritans, who he describes as, 

------Tbey which tell 
Tbat Christ bath nere delCellded iato hell, 
But to the gran.• . 

Not to trouble the reader with further poetical recognitions of 
this subject, be is presented with a few opinions more gravely 
delivered by persona of higher authority in other respects, and 
some of them living in the earliest ages. 

JoHN Bon, dean of Canterbury, where be died in 1625, aays 
in one of his sermons, that ' bell is under tlie earth and twofold ; 
namely, I. The pit of the dead or the grave which is upper hell. 
2. The pit of the damned, which is the nethtrmod hell; and 
that Christ descended into the nethermost hell where sinners art 
punished eter~ally, not to suffer any punishment, but as a con
queror to triumph over death and the devil in their own kingdoms.' b 

BrsHOP LATJMB& in a sermon before King Edward VI. 
says, ' I off er it unto you to consider and weigh it, there be 
some great clerks that lak~ my part, and I perceive not what evil 
ean come of it, in saying, that our S@iour Chriat not only in •oul 
ducended into hell, but al,o he 111/ftred in hell ,uch paim a, the 
damned spirit, did wffer there. Surely I believe verily, for my 
part, that be suffered the pains of bell proportionally, as it corres
pondeth and aoswereth to the whole sin of the world. He would 
not suffer only bodily in the garden and upon the cross, but also 
in his soul, when it was from the body, which was a pain due for. 
our siu. Some write so, and I can believe it, that be suffered in 

• Corbet'• Poema by Gilchriat, p. !Ot. Richard Corbet was aorceaai,e~ 
chaplain to Jamea I., deao of Chriateharrh, Uiahop of Oxford, and Biabop of 
Norwich: be died in 163!. ' 

~ Boy•'• PoatU,, fol. 1619, p. 956. 
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the very place, and I cannot tell what it is, call it what ye will, 
even in the scalding house, in the uglisomeness of the place, in 
the presence of the place, such pains as our capacity caD110t at
tain unto.'a 

CA LV 1 N held the opinion that the soul of Christ in the descent 
into bell, realJy suffered the pains of tl,e damned, and that thoee 
which are saved by his death should have endured in hell the tor
ments of the damned, but that he being their surety, suffered those 
torments for them.b 

AuousTtNB, a father of the church in the 4th and 5th cen
tury, says, that he could not find where the habitation of the 
souls of the just is in Scripture caUed hell ; that be never met 
with the word ' Hell' used in a good.sense in the canonical Scrip
ture ; that it is probable there were two hells divided by the 
great gulph, one where the just were- at peace ; the other where 
the souls were tormented ; that the ancient saints were in a place 
remote from torment, yet that they were in hell till the blood of 
Christ, a11d his descent thither, deli'Oered them; and that since 
that time the soul, of belit'Oers go to l,ell 110 more.c 

JEROME, a father of the church in the 4th century, affirms 
that the blood of Christ quenched the flaming sword at the en
trance of paradise, that the thief entered it with Christ, folloflJtd 
b!J the souls of all the 1aints flJho had been before detained in 
hell,· and that the souls of all good men do now instantly pass to 
paradise upon their dissolution.• 

ATHANASl.us, afather of the church in the 4th cetttu,y, bu 
• a piece attributed to him by some, but denied by others, which 

enjoins the reader to ·, remember the twelfth hour, for in that 
our Sa'Oiour descended into· hell ; bell shuddered in beholding 
him, and cried aloud, who is he that cometh with great power ? 
who is he that trampletb on the brazen portals of bell, and uo
biodeth the chain of my captives t• Bishop Pearson says that 

• Latimer'• Sermons, 4to. 1685, p, 86. 
~ Peanon on the Creed, fol. 1741, p. 281. 
c King on the Creed, p. t11. • Ibid. p. tlO. 
• Hayley's &lay on Old Maida,"· ii, p.195, 
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Atltana,iw, apeaking of Cbriat triamplting ova- Sat1111, mentiom 
/,ell spoiled, to wit, of tl&o,e so■/, shich, lnfore, it kept i• hold.• 

EP1PBA.N1us, a Jatier '!f' tie, church ia the 4tla celtlauy, 
writes that the soul of Chrilt dacended into the netheriDoat para 
•hen Death ad Hell being ignorant of bis divinit1, u1aulted 
• aoal ; thM he broke die sting of death, rent iD sunder the act.. 
aantiDe ban, IOOIIICI die bonds of bell, and brought from thence 
SOKB of tu captiw .,.,,., u a pledge to thole be left behiod, 
that they should arrive unto tbe same liberty,b 

OatG&K arttl A11aaosa, .fatAen of t4, churd, i11 the Srd 
catlafl!J, were of opinion, that before the death of Christ the 
auals of the patriarchs went to bell, wllere the1 remained in jo1 
-.d happiness till tI.t Npuwd aoul of Christ tkscentkd into 
llaose infernal regions, and breaking the hoods thereof, freed tM 
c&ptf'Oes and led tltea into hea,,en, whither the souls of aU be
lievers do not11 iDS&aDtly go.• 

CLBKB:NT Ar.EXA!UBINUI, 4 father of the clmrch in the 
efltl eMlury, · ,vu of opinion that CMiil dacended down into 
hell to preach the Gospel to the departed aoula, and that be 
l4W4l many of them, that is, ell t/aa.t belieoed; and that the apos
tles also after their death dacended likn,i,e into the 18Gle place, 
aN for the same purpoae.• 

PauDBNTios, a C/ari,tian Poet, who flourished in the fourth 
century, speaking of Christ's resurrec~ says, 'I remember 
that a corporeal God easily came up •gain from Phleget/aon,' the 
place whereiD the souls ue tormented. ID another of his pieces 
be addresses Lazarus in these terms, ' Tell us whose voice you 
Jaeard under the lowest places of the earth, and what force went 
through the bidden places where the dead make their abode , 
.amce wbeo Chriat recalled yon, and ordered you to come f•th 
from die black depth w~n you wu, you beard u if you llad 
been near. By what so neighbouring an abyss is the kingdom of 

• PeanoD on the Creed, p. 150, L 

~ King oD the Creed, p. t!S. • Klug OD the Creed, p. ~9. 
' Daille'a Right uae of the Fadlen,-lrto, 16751 Put ii, p. 6'7. 
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darkneN allDOlt joined witb the upper parts of tbe • earth ? where 
is the di,mal T1,aaru, by which die, go down through a vaet ex
tAAt? and diat hldden river which rolls Sames in ia cbaonel 
which nothiag wi '11 ?' The .. me Poet speakiag in one ef his 
Hylll08 of Christ's detcent into the place of torment, relale1 lWlt
' the spirits of the wic.ke4, the nigbt in whic:b God came from, lb&. 
lakes of Ac.heron bad some solemn releuea frOlll their tor111181\ts. 
T11rtoru, languished with milder puPishments; ,he people of the 
shades free from fire, were glad to have SOllle rest in their prisQQ, 
and the rivers of brimstone did ·aot ltoil at they were-wont to do.'• 

From theee citatiooa it will appear that the descent of Cbriat 
into bell, and hit carrying away the souls, is a most aaeieat doc
trine. In one tbiag all the Fathers agree., that '/,,tll ia below the 
aurfa,:e of the eutb, and ,no,t of them ,uppoee in iu centre, wbere 
~e eoula of the dead both good and bad await the fi11al doom;. 
the good in a state of quiesc:eace, the Gad ia a state of tonamt. • 
They all likewise agree that Christ deecended into beU, but there 
is great divenity of opinion among them as to the part ef Jaell 
into which be detceuded. Some believe that Christ deacended 
te the sOllla of those who died in the fear of God, ana led them • 
with him into heaven ; IIOIQe agaia tbiok that tile soul, of the. 
good are still io a subterrueaa place which they call Abraham's· 
boeo111, where tlaey are to stay till the day of renrrection; othen, • 
who are of opinion tbat bell denotes only a place of tormeat, •y, • 
that Chris& reaU1 detceaded iato the place where the devils and; 
wicked •• an toraeotecf, nd tlaey believe that he delmred the 
souls aul"eriag puailllmePt fm their ai•• Some agm think that 
Cbriat r.eleued ICl9lt onJy of those 1c>1ds, odiien that be altogdher. 
ttltpliff laell; aad dais was Cl'.RJ L' s opinion, who uaura us. that : 
wbeo Christ wu ma be l~ t!a, dnil Jone i,a ii/J. b TIiiey : 
who &lioupt abat bell was wlioll1 emptied and l'Oe,g aoul released , 
from pain, were branded with the name of heretics ; but to be
lieve that many ~er~ delivered was· both by them and ~any-others • 

a Le Clerr's Li,u, 8vo. 1696s p. 199, SOS. 
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counted orthodox. AuousTIN.E in bis book of Hereaiea reckons 
tl,is u the ieventy-ninth heruy, for Augustine was one of those 
who held that the faithful before the death of Christ were with 
God and already happy, and needed no translation, and that the 
object of Christ's descent into hell was to deliver some who were 
in torment, while others who were in that state he left.• 

BISHOP PEARSON thinks that for above 1ive hundred years 
after Christ there were very few, if any, of those who believed 
that Christ delivered the saints ·from hell, who at the same time 
believed that be left all the damned there.b At the present time 
the schools deliver it as a point of faith and an infallible certainty 
that the soul of Christ descending into hell, delivered the souls of 
all the saints, and conferred upon tbem actual beatitude,e Accord
ingly in the celebration of mau, the· priest takes the cloth from the 
chalice to signify the removal of the stone from Christ's tomb; 
in1mediately afterwards he -elevates the host to signify Christ's re
surrection ; and he then divides the host into two parts, one of 
which signifies the joy in heaven at the resurrection of Christ, and 
the. other part signifies the joy of the fathers on their being deli- . 
'Vered. In a child's book containing instructions for hearing masa,• 
the prayer directed to be said by the child at this part of the ser
'Vice, recites that Christ ' descended into limbo, and delivered 
thence the souls of the fathers till then detained there ;' and the 
wood cut, over this prayer, represents the descent and the broken 
gates, Christ lifting out the souls, and the terror of the devils. 

It app~ars then that the descent into /,ell, bas been perpetuated 
through all ages of the ·catholic church in some form or other. 
Addressed in fonuer times to the meanest capacities of the igno
rant by dramatic representations, and by circumslantial relatiom, 
from the Gospel of Nicodemus, through a variety of old works 
printed for reiigious iostruction and devotional exercise, it is not 

• Pearson on the (,'t·eed, p. 241. 
~ Ibid. P· 246. • Ibid. p. 14-5. 
4 Dail:, Eserciaea for Children, Keating, lSU, Hmo. p. ro. 
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wonderful that the bodily descent should have obtained popular • 
belief. They who desire to inquire concerning the theological 
tenet, !]lay consult the books I have cited with advantage; and 
especially what Bishop Pearson says in his Exposition of the 
.Apostlt:s' Creed. From that work, which is a storehouse of in
formation upon the point, and Lord King':1 History, Bishop 
Horsley seems to have obtained every fact and argument that he 
uses in his celebrated sermon on the descent. 

The Rev. WILLIAM CRASHAw, Preacher at the Temple 
Church, published in 1616 his ' Clear Confessio1' of the Chris
tian Faith, according to the order of the Apostles Creed/ wherein 
he says, ' I also beleeue, that being vpon the same crosse, dyiug 
and yeelding vp his spirit vnto God his father, bee descended into 
hell, that is to say, that he bath truely tasted and experimented 
the greatest diiitresse and dolours of death, together with the. 
paines and flames of hell fir~, that is to say, the fury, wrath, and 
seuere iudgement of God vpon hirp, as if bee had beene a man 
halfe damned because of the sinnes of the world, which he bare 
vpon him. See here that which I simply vnderstand by the des
cent of Christ into hel. Moreouer, I know that this article was. 
11ot in the beginning, in the Creed, and that it was otherwise 
vnderstood and interpreted by diuers that adiudged Christ truely 
and indeed to haue descended i~to tht.'l place of the dawned, al-: 
ledging the text of Saint Peter, "'·hich I confess from my selfe to 
bee hidden for the presenl-1 neither beleeue nor confesse that 
there are any but two places in the other world, that is to say, 
paradise for the faithful and chosen with the angels, and hel for 
the vnfaithfull and repro~ate with the diuell!l.' Between Bi.shop 
Horsley's sermon affirming the subterranean descent of the soul 
of Christ, and this confession, there is a wide difference. Carlil's 
olc:1 treatise before quoted, is a learned_alid excellent exposition of 
the sqbject from the passage in Peter,.wit~ ab4odarice of curious 
information : I much regret that limitation of room and appre
hension that I have already too much diverged, will not suffer me. 
to extract from it.• 

• Aa the Deact11t of Christ into bell to release the ,aint,, is a doctrine of the 

R 
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Catliollc Chnrcb, ao it prepatea to celebrate hia Aktllliim intb lleanb by 
Litanies and public proceuiona during three days before Holy Thursday, 
the anniversary of that eYent. 1'heae are called Rogation days. lo these 
proceasiooa the troas. is borne, banners are carried, and the bells are rung to 
chue the fiends; a• they are al8o when it thunders, to abash and drin a-y 
the wiclted apirits in the air that canse the tempP.St, The Golden Legend aaytt, 
that the bearing of banners with the crou on Rogation days, ia to represent ~e 
Yictory of Christ in bia resurrection and aaceoaioo ; that the people followed 
tlie cross and the banoera, as Chriit was followed when be ascended to heaven 
with a great prey ; and that in some cborchea, eapecially in France, it wu the 
custom to bear a dragon with a long tail filled with chaff': the fint two days 
it was home before the crop, with the tail fid', bot on the third day it was borne 
4/111' the croaa, with the tail empt!/; by which it was understood that on the first 
two days the devil reign~d in the world, but that on the third day he waa dis
possessed ofhia kingdom. 

In thia proceuion it ia clear that the devil waa represented b7 the dragon. 
• There waa war in heaven : Michael and bia angels fought againat the 4rupa; 
and the great dragon waa cast out, that old serpent called the devil,' (Rev. xii, 
7', 9.) Sparke in his ' Primitit1e DlltlOtiOfl,' (1673, Bvo. p. 565,) cite, Auguetine 
to abow that Mitbael wae allegorical of Cbriat, '10 that the meaning (of Ret1. 
xii.) ia bat briefty thia, that Christ and his memberi fight agaioat the de.ii and 
bia.' Seeing that the dragon in the ecclesiaatical processions on R~gation da71 
wu made to allegorize the kingdom of Satan and ita overthrow, I with mnch de
ference suggest for the consideration of antiquaries, who suppose that the dragon 
of the pageants iA the dragon of St, George, whether, ou the contrary, this figure 
!My not be in troth the dragon of St. Michael, or in other worda the devil. My 
notion is atrengthened by the statement in the Golden Legend, that the dragon 
wu at least aa common to the Rogation proceasiona abroad, u to thole in 
.Eoglaqd. Bat leaving this subject, I purpose a short discnraion concerning 
Michael, the dragon'• conqueror. 

'l'be author of the 'Prtlutant B""'-mi,' (18H, p. 83.) observes, appa,ently 
from Sparkea'• Devotion, that Miduiel ia IIOliad ' by St. Jude u .ftg6tiffg ptr• 

to!Mlllr wW1 the dffll about tht bod!/ qf M~• f and to this be affixes as a note,. 
that ' it baa been plausibly conjectured that the bod!/ qf M/1$,a sigoifiea the 
Moaaie law, aa the bod!/ of Chriat is often naed for the Christian church; and° 
that the attempt of the devil which Michael reaiated wu to rebuild and restor~ 
tb'e temple.' Now concl!rriiog tlaia paesage in J ode, there i8 a difficulty wllicb. 
it seems to me, had the author of the Protestant Beadsman been acquainted, 
with, would have restrained him from attaching much importance to the signifi. 
cation that be supposes to be ' plansibly conjectured' respecting the budy qf 
Moaea; yet in adducing this difficulty I desire to be .understood as wishing to 
avoid offence to a writer whose amenity beapeaka corresponding civili~ of des 
meanor; nor is it produced with the slightest view to its defence, bat aimpl;r, 
u it ia propo1ed elsewhere. 

The paasage in Jude, ( verse 9.) is in these words, ' Yet Michael the_ are~(el, 
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111An '°"""~ eoilla tlat dml, le duptll«I a6oiil lltt body of Mo,ts, d.,,, IIOI brilf&' 
qcilllt laia araililtg accualioa, hi llrid, Tltt Lord rtbakt tlttl.' Michaeli• says, 
that the whole biatory of thia dispute hu the appearance of a Jewiah fable, 
which it ie not very easy at present to disco'l'er, became the book from which 
it ie snppoeed to bate been taken by the author of the epietle is no longer ex
tant. Origen found the story of Michael's diapnte with the devil about the 
body of Mose,, in a Jewieh Greek book called the A""rnptio11 of Mo,u, which 
was extant in his time though it is now lost, and he wu thoroughly penuaded 
that.Jude'• qnotadon was from it. In coneeqoence of this be himself quoted 
another puaage from the A""mptioa qf Moau, as a work ofauthority, in proof 
oftbe temptation of Adam and Eve by the dnil. The Jews imagined the per
eoo or Moses wu 10 holy that God could find no reaaon for permitting bin. to die: 
nd that nothing bnt the ain committed by Adam and Eve in Paradise, which 
brougbt death into the world, was the cause why Moses did not live for ever. 
Now, io the dispute between Miehael and the devil about Moses, the devil 
was the accuser, and demanded the death of Moses. Michael therefore re~ 
proaehed him with bating possessed the serpent which ~educed Eve, and with 
being the cause of that sin which occasioned the death of Moses, <Ecumenius 
has a punge which contains a part of the story related iu the Jf1111mption oi 
M..,, and which explains the reaaoa of the dispute concerning Moaea's body. 
According to this paaaage Michael wu employed in burying Moaea; but the 
ctem enilea'l'ODred to pre'l'eDt it by saying that be bad murdered an Egyptian, 
a1"1 "8s therefore unworthy of an honourable burial. The ' Phdirafh. Moahe,' a 
Hebrew book written in a later age, contain, a story which though probably 
ancient, is not the aame with thal cited either by Origen or <Ecumenius, be
eatWe the de,,il, 8amael, does not dispute about the burial of Moses, nor doea 
Michael reproaeh the dem with ha'l'ing pONeased the serpent which seduced 
E,,e,.nor with saying to him, ' The Lord rebuke thee;' bot he himself rebukea 
the de'l'il, and calla him ' thou wicked wretch;' and Moses calls him the same. 
This is the revene of that relafed in the Epistle conceruing the dispute of 
Miehael with the devil. Michaeli• lia,ing thus e:i:preued himself, proceeds to 
o'baente that the eubstance of the story related in thia book, (the Pbetiratb 
Moehe,) aa far u concerna lbe present inquiry, is u follows: 

' Moeea reqaeata of God under varioaa pretencea, either that he may not die at 
aH, orat leut tliat be may not die before he comes into Palestine. This request 
he makes in ao froward and petulant a manner, as is highly unbecoming not only 
a great prophet, bot even any man, who bai expectations of a better life after \his. 
Jn abort, Moaea is here represented in the light of a despicable Jew, begging for 
a coatinuance of life, and de'l'oid both of' Cb.ristian faith, and of heathen courage: 
and it is therefore not improbable, that the inventor of this fable made himself 
the model, after which he formed· the character of Moses. God argues, on 
the contrary, with great patience and forbearan~e, and replies to what Moses 
had alleged relative to the merit of his ow·n good worl,. Further, it is God 
whe aayii to Moeea that he malt die on account of tlie sin of Adam : to which 
MOlea anawen, that he ought to be excepted, became he was superior iu. merit 
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to Adam, Abrahamj Isaac, &c. Jn the mean time, Samael, that is the angel of 
death, whom the Jews describe a, the chief of the devib, rejoices at the ap
proaching death of Mosea. This is observed by Michael, who aaya to him, 
1 111ou wicked wretch, I grieve, and thou laughest.' Moses after his request 
had been repeatedly refused, invokes heaven and earth, and all the creature• 
around him, to intercede in bia behalf. Joabua attempt& to pray for him, bot 
the devil atops Joahoa'8 month, and and repreaenta to him, really in Scripture 
1tyle, the impropriety of such a prayer. The elden of the people, and with 
them all the children of Iarael then offer to intercede for Moaes: but their 
months ue likewise stopped by a million eight hundred and forty thousand de
't'ila, which. on a moderate calculation make three devil, to one man. After 
this, God commands the angel Gabriel, to fetch the aool of l\loaes: bot Gabriel 
e:1cuae1 himself, saying, that :&loses was too strong for him. l\licbael receives 
the aame order, and excnaes him.elf in the same mapner, or, as other accounts 
aay, under pretence that he had been the instrnctor of l\losea, and therefore 
could not bear to aee him die. Bot this last excuse, according to the Pbetintb 
Moshe, was made by Zingbeil the third angel, who received this command, 
Samael, that ia, the devil, then off'en his services; bot God asks him how he 

• would take bold of Moses, whether by his month, or by hia bands, or by his feet, 
a.'lying that every part of Moaea w-.ia too holy for him to touch. The devil, 
howenr, inaiats on bringing the doul of Moeea: yet be does not accnae him, 
for, on the contrary, he prizes him higher than Abraham, l•aac, and Jacob. 
The devil then approaches towards Moaea to execute this voluntary commis
sion: bot u aoon aa be aees the ahining countenance of Moses, he ia seized with 
a violent pain, like that of a womau in labour.' Micbaeliscontinoea to relate that 
' Moaea inatead of uaing the oriental aalntation, ' Peace be with thee,' says to 
him in the words of Iaaiah, cb. lvii.11. (for in this work Moses frequently quotes 
Isaiah and the Paalms), 'There is no peace to the wicked.' The devil replies, 
that be was come by the order of God, to fetch bill soul : bot Moses deters him 
from the attempt by representing bis own strength and holiness : and saying, 
'Go thou wicked wretch, I will not give thee my aonl,' he aff'rights the devil in 
anch a manner that be immediately retires. The devil then returns to God, 
and relates what had puaed : and receives an order to go a second time. The 
devil answers, that be would go every where God commanded him, even into 
bell, and into tire, bot not to Moses, Tbis remonatran~e is, howner, of no 
avail, and be is obliged to go back again. Hmt Moses, who aeea him coming 
with a drawu sword, meets him with bia miracoloua rod, aud givea him ao anere 
a blow with it, that the devil is glad to escape. Lastly, God himself comes : 
and Moses, having then no further hopes, reqoeats only that bis soul may not 
be taken out of his body by the devil. '.fhia request ia granted him. Zmgbiel, 
Gabriel, and Michael, then lay him on a bed i and the aonl of 1\-loaea begins to 
dispute with God, and objects to its being taken oat of a body, which wu eo 
pore and holy, that no fly dared to settle upon it. Bot God kiseea Moeea, and 
with a ltiss extracts his soul from hi¥ body. t; pon this, God uttera a heavy la
mentation, and thua the story in the Phetirath Moshe ends, witliOllt any men-
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tiou of a diapute about the burial of Moses's body. Tbia last scene, therefore, 
which was contained in the Greek book seen by Origen, id wanting in the He• 
brew. Bot in both of these works, Michael, aa well as the devil, expreaaea the 
aame sentiment~ in respect to Moses ; in both these works the same spirit 
prevail& : and the concluding scene which was contained in the Greek book, is 
nothing more than a continuation of the same atory, which is contained in tire 
Hebrew.' Michaelis immediately after this puts the following question: 
• I seriously ask enry impartial judge, whether that peraon could be an in
spired writer, or an immediate disciple of him who made manifest distinc
tions between the history of the Old Testament and the fabulous traditions of 
the Jews ; who hu quoted such a book u tbat which I have just described, and 
selected from it a passage so apparently fabulons. Various attempts ba,e been 
made to remove this difficulty, but with very little success.' 

This extract is from Michaelis's lntroduction to tM Nelil Tutament, translated 
and considerably augmented with notes by the present Bi.shop of Peterborough, 
(vol. iv. p. 378, &c.) printed at the expenae of the univeraity of Cambridge. As 
the Bishop's note, on the work hne hitherto not extended beyond the Gospels 
and the Acts, he baa not declared bis opinion concerning this and other re_aaons 
stated by Michaeli.a, for hesitating to acknowledge that the Epistle of Jude i.s 
canonical. The passage in that Epistle which necessarily caused obaenation 
from Michaelis u a biblical critic, is seldom adduced in our day by protestant 
theologians. Its explication suggested aa 'plausible' by the author of the Pro
tuta11t Bead8nuin, and the introduction, as it appeara to me, of Michael's dragon 
in the Rogation processions, u an allegorical personification of the devil, con
atitute my apology for introducing Michaelis's notice of Michael's contention 
with the devil about the body of Moses, To this may be added, that a~ its cu
riosity attracted my attention, this wu another reason for supposing that some 
to whom Biabop Marah's translation of l\ficbaelia is unknown, would be interest
ed by the story. 
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VI. HEARNE'S PRINT OF THE DESCENT 
INTO HELL. 

Witch. A sailor's wife had chesnuts in her lap, 
And mouncht, and mouucht, and mouucht ;-Give me, quoth I; 
Aroi11t thee, witch ! the romp-fed ronyon cries, 

Edgar. Saint Withold footed thrice the wolcl; 
He met the nightmare, and her ninefold; 

Bid her alight, 
Aud troth her plight, 

And aroynt thee, witch, aroynt thee! 

Macbdh, Act i. Sc. S. 

Ki11g Lear, Act iii. Sc. 5. 

T KB original copper plate of Christ's Descent into Hell, en
graved by Michael Burghers, from an ancient drawing, for He11tne 
the Antiquary, being in existence, I have caused impressions to 
be taken from it; aod inserted one opposite. This print is raised 
into importance by Dr. Johnson taking it as an a'Uthority for 
aroint, a word used twice by Shakspeare, as may be seen in the 
above passages. J ohoson in his notes, says, ' I had met with 
the word arofot in no other author till looking into Heame's 
Collection, I found it in a very old drawing that he has pub
lished, in which St. Patrick is represented visiting hell, and put
ting the devils into great confusion by bis presence, of whom 
one, that is driving the damned before him with a prong, has a 
label issuing out of his mouth with these words, out, out, arongt; 
of which the last is evidently the same with aroi11t, and used in 
the same sense as in this passage.' 

Upon this Stcevens remarks, ' Dr. Johnson's memory on the 
present occasion appears to have deceived him in more than a 
single instance. . The subject of the above mentioned drawing is 
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ascertained by a label affixed to it in Gothic letters, Jesus (:hris
tus, resurgms a mortuis ,poliat infernum. My predecessor in
deed might .have been misled by an uncouth abbreviation in the 
Sacred Name. The words out, out, arongt, are addressed to 
our Redeemer by Satan, who, the better to enforce them, ac
co_mpanies them with a blast of the. horn be holds in his right 
hand. Tartareum intendit cornu. If the instrument he grasps 
in his left hand was meant for a pro1'g, it is of singular make.' 
Steevens then. inser:ts alJ engraved Jae simile of the instrum«;nt,. 
aµd immedia~ly says, tl,i.t ' Satan. is not driving the_ damned. 
before. him; nor is aw od;ter d~mQIJ p,-ese11t tc;> ur,dertalce tbat 
office. Redemp,tjon an<J not punishQJent, is tbe subject of the 
piece.-This subject of Christ's explpit, in his d~scensus ad i,,;. 
feros, (as Mr. Tyrwhitt has O~$erved.in, a note on Chaucer, $512), 
is taken from the Gospel of Nicodemus, and waa ce,lled by our 
ancestors the harrowinge of hf!./le, under which title it waa repre
sented among. tb~ Cht:ster Whitsun Playes, MS. Harl. 2013.' 

So far Steeveos has corrected Johnson, and subatantially stated· 
the s~bject of Hearne's print, but let the reader look at it and 
say whether Steevens himself is correct, when be affirms that 
Christ is. addre~ ' by Satan.' The devil. that speaks is de. 
no,ted, by the bc;>rn be blows, to be tlie Porter or w11rd~ of hell, 
an office. of. high trust, topographically the highest in bell, yet 
very inferior in rank, and co11s.equently filled by a devil of low de
gree. Nor. is Steevens's .mistake a mere slip of the pen, for be 
again calls this spirit Satan, aod says, the.re was oo ' other damoo 
Pf~.1;1.t.' In Heywood's 'Four P's,' the Pai:do,u,er relates that 
as sQO~ as he found a female friend of his had gone to the infer
nal regions, he went after her to fetch her back : 

Not u who aaitb by antboritie 
B11t by the way of intreatie. 
And fint to the dtliil that 1,ept the gate 

Icame,---
He knew me wel---
For oft, in the play 11/ Corpua Chriati 
HI hath play'd the de!!il al Ciwentrie. 

* * * * 
I said to this devil, good maister 1iorte ,&c. 
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The Porter introduces the Pardoner to Lucifer, who pre- : 
viously sends him a safe conduct under his band, stating, 

- that he may at libertie 
Puae aafe witboot any jeopardie, 
Till that be be from us extinct, 
And cleerly ont of belle'• precinct: 
Anti, his pardona to keep in aave guarde, 
Me wit they t.i• in 1h11 PORTBR'a warde.• 

Now in this old play both the 'porter of hell, and the porter's 
abiding place are mentioned ; and it may be observed, that as 
in Hearoe's print the devil in this employment blows a born, so 
a very ancient Saxon MS. at the British Museum, wherein 
Christ is depicted releasing the souls, also represents him addres- •. 
sing a fiend, whose office of porter of hell is clearly shown by the 
eyes on bis wings, emblematical of Cerberus-like watchfulness, and , 
by his warder's born, which with other implements be lets fall in 
terror from his hands.b Likewise the Golden Legend says, that 
• flnont a, :l)!)e,u cr!J,t tle,cenllell in to !)eUe t!:Jt n!Jg!)te ·began 
to tue,re dere. gnt, anone t!)e porter· blacke ant, !}orr!Jblt, 
amonge t!)r).1m in ,cilence began to murmur.'c Probably the no
tion of this post, and the alarm of its occupiers on Christ's ap
pearance to deliver the souls, is coeval with the earliest belief of 
the subject ; for in the creed read in the fourth century at the 
council of Ariminum, a city of Italy, Christ is ' declared to have 
descended into hell, and there to have disposed of all things, at 
whose sigkt the PORTERS of hell TREMBLED.'d 

Again: the prong in the devil's left band of so 'singular make' 
to Steevens's apprehension, that he engraves it in his note, is as 
frequently put into the.bands of devils by the old masters, as the· 
iron comb or any other implement of torture. This might be 
exemplified by reference to several engravings, but it is sufficient 

• Dodsley', Old Plays, voJ,i. p. 112. 
b Cotton MS. Tiberio, VI. 
c Golden Legend, Art. Here btgynrutla the rtsurrecyyon, 
~ Socrates' Eccl. lfiet. fol, 16631 p. 278, 
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to refer to tb~ volume of the great Show at Haerlem, wherein is 
a print representing Doot, Hel, and the Duivel, as walking in one 
of the proceuions, the Duivel holding a prong of exactly the same 
make.• Steeveos's character for erudition in other respects has per
haps not only induced belief in the general reader that ~is engrav
ing of it is. a curiosity ; but baa occasioned his misconception to be 
reprinted in subsequent editions of Shakspeare to the present time. 

It is remarkable that Steevens, while trifling and erring in de
tecting the inaccuracy of Johnson concerning the figures in the 
print, appears to have entertained no doubt as to the correctness 
of Jobnson's statement that the word engraved aron1t 1 'is evidently 
the same with aroint ;' and it is further remarkable that every sub-

• ' Cooat-tbooneode Ivweel, by de loffijcke Stadt Haerlem, ten nnoecke 
van Trou moet blijcken, in't licht gebracht, &c. Tot Zwol by Zacharias Heyoa, 
Drucker dea Landacbapea nn Onr-ijuel, 1607,' 4to. 

De•ila are not only repreaented with ioatmmeuta or torture by painters, 
bot are aometimea ao de,cribed by writers. Qt,trtla, a Latin poem, ' auppoaed 
to be written by S. Bernard from a nightly •iaioo or bis,' contaim aucb a de
ecriptioo. William Crubaw, an author mentioned before (p. tSS.) who wu ra
ther to Craahaw the })06t, traa,lated thia poem under the title or • 7b Co111• 
plmt "" m.., bd1oi:d tu Snle ad tu Bodi, qf • damiNd fflllll; .cl l«yi,w 
tlw/..U •poa tu otlwr.' (London, 1616, Hmo.) These are atauzaa from it, 

TAe al&IAor .iii ririoll • 

. After the Soule bad aayd 
these moumefuU worda, 

Behold, two Fiends, 
more blacke then pitch or nigbt, 

-Whole abapea with pen 
to write, no wit al'ordea, 

Nor auy hand of 
painter poortray right. 

SAlll'pt lletly pruka 
tlaty did i11 taek Aad bturt, 

Solpbore and fire 
flaming, they breath'd oot; 

Tuaked their teeth 
like crooked mattocket were, 

And from their uoathrila 
IDak.ea crawrd round about. 

fl 

Their earea with mooing 
,ores hung flapping low, 

'Poole filthy homes in their 
blacke browea they wore, 

Foll of tbicke poyaoo 
which from them did ffow, 

Their oaylei were like 
tbe tushea ofa bore. 

Tbeae Fiend• in chain~ 
fast bound tbia wretched aoule, 

And with them bal'd her 
bowling into hell: 

To whom on ftockea 
ran other diuela mort, 

And gnuhing with their teeth 
to d~ncing fell. 
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sequeot editor of Shakapeare has al10 acquiesced •in J obneon'a opi
nion without taking pains to esamine the ground he rests it upon. 
Had Steevens inquired what piece in 'Heame'a collection' this print 
really belonged to, he would have • ascertained it to have been in 
Porduni Scotichronicon, ( 17!2, 5 vols. Svo.) before p. 1403 of 
voL v., and following the direction on the plate to the Preface, 

Tbey welcomed her witla 
,reetiop full of woe, 

Some wrested her with cordea 

D_,1,, 

Bvch horror wee do 
on eur aeruanlll load, 

Tben u half wearied 
aenceleaa of dread, the dioel1 cryed, 

Some aoatcht and tor, toitl Mob Now art tboil worae 
_._, lo 41111 fro, then wu the crawling toade 

Some for ber welcome Yet tbouaaud-fold 
,powr'd on M!aldiag lead. wcine torments thee abide. 

The ioatrument held by the porter-fiend iu Hearne•• print is formed to uae 
aw-waya, like ' uolu dnuoa I• ad.fro.' 

A minute aod horrif7iug accoaat of hell tormenta. atracted fnm a ml)4em 
pllblication, is ba ' T1te MiNnllftl BOIi ,.,.,,,,_ bf tu .Ta,.• Bnl the biJ>diog of 
a abmer aa u appendix to a devil is uoiqae, I believe, u an infernal pnnilll
ment. The representation ii in a wood cut to a nre work entided • ~tr 
a,cljtlmen 1unit/ (t50d, 4to.) alkl I ebd thianote with·• altetch frolil it 
by way ofCcif-,ltct. 
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\; 14 in v9l. i., be ,romd $0~ ~, ha-~e, m~ with \be aC~l;lnt, of 
the print, but have al,o ~en that; aean:ie i\~self gi".ell the rep~ 
word, from the drawiogio his MS. 
· Hearpe coqam~ces the sqbject by saying, that, of all the calen

dars in his possession, that which Fleetwood, Bishop of Ely, pre
~o.wd to him, is deserving of the greatest -.iratioo. He iqaa
gines i~· t~ ~- one of the IJNIIK•l and aa&rological ones mentione~ 
by old writers; de~ribes it. to be full of pictures and prophecies; 
and suppo&e,8 it wes written i~ the reign of Edward Ill:, and that 
it wu the au.togtaph or only copy. He is s1.1:rprised that though 
it e.ont~ the names and poruaits of all the aaints held in great 
veneration throughout the whole. year, yet ~t uo mention of;cura 
in it of St. Patrick. He inquires ho"° this is, and 'coqjectures . . . 

that ei~er St. Patrick was of no note with the English, or else 
tlMt tb.e. autbor of this calendar, as .well as others, considered the. 
atory of hia purgatory ~ fiction. Then he notices some calend~ra 
•t have it, probably, be says, out of compliment to the Irish; 
and he observes that, if it be urged that there was no occasion fer 
IQ autl,pr of this calendar to say any thing of pu~gatory beca.use 
be. w.u n.ot treating concerninc bell, that can be. proved to be er
roneous, because ~e diligently depicts thC! fall of man and bia 
lit,eration from the infernal regions; ' which diligence,' says 
Hhme, who evidently tattleii tlaus to have an oppqrtwiity of giv
iog engravings to his r~aders from dra"·ings that the · worthy old. 
man wu himself amused with; '· which diligence moreover, upon 
this sul>ject, you will find to be sufficiently ridic.ulous from tlae 
pictures . ~m~elves, which I subjoin in the Appendix to the 
work; in the first of which you will read .Adam morit.ur et tran• 
sit ad infernum pro uno pomo; and ia thi, second Jh~us Chris
tu, reautgem a mortuis,. together with the~ words ID our ver
nacular tongue, out, out, arougt, uttered by one of the dremons 
already very much alarmed, and blowing a horn.'• 

• -Hearne'a words in his preface are; • Quam iamen In hlc r~ diligcntiam ri
diculim •tb ~sse e'pictnris ipsis colii,;e~, qnas in AppendiC'e operis subnectam: 
in qumm primA legitur, Adam morilur tt tranrit ad i,ifm11i111 pro UM pomo; In 
aeCGllda, ,,.,,_, CArialp reaargt1U a ,,..,.,.,, ,poi;at flt(tr1111t11, Ullll cum biace verbla 
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From this we see that the presumed 'arongl,' ia on Hearne', 
own testimony, 'arougl.' Independent of this indubitable coo• 
firmation, there are other reasons for believing arougl to be the 
correct word, and consequently that the only authority for aroiat 
'is the twofold mention of it by Sbak.speare. 

It is ·well known to every reader of old MSS. that from care
lessness the copyists frequently formed n and u alike ; and, tn 
aron1t, as it is spelled in Hearne'• print, the letter before the 1 • 
may have been so undeterminate in the MS. word, that Burghers, 
die engraver of the plate, being unacquainted with the orthography 
of the archaism, and preferring decision to correctness, wrote n 
when be should have written u, and thus converted the word 
arou1t into 11ron1t. Or, Burghers' transcript of n may really 
approach the original nearer than .I have coajectured ; for as 
Hearne's honest accuracy is not to be outrivalled, it cannot be• 
8Upposed that he would allow an engraving from a drawing in the 
Fleetwood Calendar, which he so highly commends, to be very 
wide of exactness,b Though the inscriptions were secondary· to 
his principal object, that of repre11enting the scene, yet considerable 
faithfulness in the whole is to be presumed; and, if Burghers' 
engraving be a tolerably fairfac,simile of both, it must be obvious 
to every one who examines the print, that however rude in design 
the drawing appears, the MS. inscriptions upon it were quite as 
coarse. For, in that at the top of the plate, u and n are so 
aimilar that the letters they are intended for are rather to be in
ferred from their connexion with oLher letters, than to· .be per
ceived from their difference of form. For example; iJ would 

(tingul noatrl vemacnll) ab nno O..monum, (jam admodam pertorbatoram) 
comlt iaftante, out, out, arougt prononeiatil.'-&otftAnnucon, TOL i. Puef. 
p. I. 

"1 is the Suon g, and sometimes gh, in l\ISS. 

b Ritao11, sparing aa he wu of praise, yet, while lbh-wifing Warton, coald • 
afford to ny of Hearne, that ' few if any can bout of auch a sacred regard to 
truth,- and of 1uch unimpeached iategrity :-be hai 11enr been detected io a 
wilful fallehood ; nor beta ever charged with the 1Hghteat milrepreaentation of 
the minoteat fact.'-06.r, 011 Hilt. qf Ea&, Pottry, p. 36. 
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be doubtfol whether n in rmwgens were not u ; and u in mor
tuis is ·so liken in aron1t, that it would actually be taken fol' 

n were mortuis a word • of equivocal meaning. But in wkteter 
way the-error came upon the plate, Hearne has himself cured it 
by quoting the passage, in 'our vernacular tongue, out, out, arougt,' 
as the worda of the print. To this may be added,· that arougt 
rhymes to out, out, and is the last line of a disticb, 

@ut, nut, 
8rougt. 

'. Such a coupl~t it 'would be quite natural for a monkish. writer 
in a rhyming age to conceive a happy thought, and to introduce 
on such an occasion. Taking then arougt to be the real word, 
ljust observe, :that in all the engravings that i have seen of the 
Descent wherein devils appear,· they are represented to be roaring, 
~r violently clamoring in great fear; and to assist the reader, I 
beg liim to recollect. that the terrified devil in the print, accoirt- • 
panies the distich, out, out, arougt, with a blast of bis horn, as 
an alarm to the inf emal host. 
' Arougt I have not been able to find in any dictionary within 
~each; but there is arout, to assemble together, in Uriys edition 
of Chaucer, where it stands thus: I ' • • 

' • 

In all tbat land no Christin dunt arovl 

All Christin folk ben flemed fro that countre.• 

Now _if arout were really Chaucer's word,· it would go nigh 
in my opinion to settle ahe question ; but on looking further· it 
appears that Chaucer's word is route, and that the letter a is pre
fixed by Urry, who put initial or final syll4bles to Chaucer's wprda 
for the purpose of assisting the measure where he supposed it de-' 
ficient.h It reads in Tyrwhitt's; as well as in other editions, · • 

In all tbat Ion~ no criateu dont~ rotllt.-1 .. 496!). 

For the present taking arougt • as a summons to tU&tml,f e, the 

. a Urry's Cliapcer, p. 53. Mau of Lawe•• Tale, I. 541. 
b ll>id, Thom11s'a Preface. 
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wools. tit,\ -.e~ aoat lik.e}.J t,q, OMinplifJ \l: .,e as feijow ;~ 
Te,it.oliJ~ or oJd. Dutch, r.ol, a .c;a.ow~ or bawj o( iq~; ~- r.()t• 

1M, ~ c<>-9~t:1•te : b QJ.d GerJMPp rotte, wbii ,i&pROQJia.. • 
1«mderiP1 cro~d, •la1Q a p,arty or: f11c&iQD :~ olq Englt-h, ,:,>~e, 

a co"Ptll\Y·'' l)utl}ll,it.e. ~ fficb. 11, cap. 6. speaks of ridiolf, ~ 
gru.& r.oute, to make en,tr.y. inw. lands.• Bout. also rtipifiest ~ 
meeting of a luge ,ocial. par.Cy ialvited by a. lady ; th~ &lliembly iii 
called her rout.' But leaving thi, aeoae, I find in Saxon, reotan, 
or rJJreotan, crepitare, strepere~ t<;> clat~.r, or make a noise :1 Scot
tieh, ruther, a loud ~oise, a tumultuous cry, an uproar: AngJo
Saxon, hruth, conunotion: Cambro-Britannic, rhuthr, impetus: 
rAuthr~, cum. impet,u f~r~: lris,h, ruathar, pilla~e,, and hrid, a 
combat: Scottish, rutuor, a spoiler, an oppre11Soi:: also rout, rute, 
a blow, a severe or weighty stro~e.h • • 

As in Hearoe's engra_ving, the word projects beyond the ruled 
border, copied from t~e pa~e of the calendar, is it not probabl~ 
~hat the • word arou~t was -. contraction of the amanuensis, to 
avoid an unseemly projection into the m.argin, which seldom or 
never occurs in MSS. beyond the ~xten~ t:o which ar~ugt has 
exceeded its boundary line. Hearne would not have called the 
foacription ' words in our vernacular tongue,' if their spell_irig 
and pronunciation had not denoted their sense ; if then, spelt aa 
arougt is, and recollecting the confined space which had been 
transgressed, we discover no one word that can reasonably be ima
gine4! to be arougt, may ~t !JO.~ I;>#' ai;i abl,re.via~o~ o( two words t 
l i91a,gin~ that a ql\o.~~oD (roDJ $p~~. il;l the :Re~. Arch.deacon 
~s's g\011Sary, is a clue to t,\\eae "°o~d, =~ • 

Harrt111J now, oat, and well away! he cryde,-Fcmy Qiitffl, n, ri, 48, 

Mr. Nares defines harrorJJ, an exclamation of sorrow or alarm. 
The word out, a common exclamatio~ of ~rief where 'we should 
now say alas, is also an interjection expressive of abhorrence 
and is used in that sense by Shakspeare : Queen Margaret says to 

• Kilian, Skinner. b Kilian. c Wachter. 4 Milllbeu, • Ibid. 
' Jamieaon. • Lye. 11 Jamieaon, 
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Gloster, 'out devil!'• Now omit the second word in Spemer's 
line, and we have harrOtD out, or arougt, a cry suitable to the 
porter of hell under his surprise • and sudden terror. J amiesoo, 
among other particulars respecting harro, says, that it is an out
cry for help, and that it seems to be merely the French ·w6rd 
haro, or harou, a cry used by the Normans, which when raised 
against a capital offender all were bound to pursue and seize him. 
The devil in the Newcastle play of Noah'• Ark/ exclaims--

- Harro, and wel away, 
That ever I uprose this day. 

Wel afl)ay, means alas! from palapa, Saxon, for a,oe on flJOe,• 
and is therefore with propriety coupled to harro. The word 
laaro is often used by the devil as an interjection in the old 
French and English mysteries. There is a Laotaabire word pro
nounced and spelt areawt, which signifies get out, or a.,ny eif/a 
thee ;4 probably this provincialism is a reduction of the two words 
haro, out. But ihe orthography of Engli$h manuscripts in tlie 
age of He11rne's calendar was almost arbitrary. Its loose and 
undetermined character is sorely lamented by the preface writer 
to Bishop Bale's interlude of GO<ls Promises: he says that ' tbe 
same words beiug so constantly spelled different ways, makes it 
very certain they had no fixed lille of right and wr6bg in spelling ; 
provided the letters did but in any manner make out· the sound of . 
the word they would express, it was' thought sufficient.' e 

These hints are for consideration; and tuay be of aasi8tance per
haps, to others, who with the same inclination, are happily better 
qualified to discover and explain the derivation and meaning of 
Heame's word ; it would ill become me to furdrengi6lte a point, 
that the· teamed alone can •finally aettle. 

a King Richard III. act 1. 1ceee s. b Braocl'• Ne'"cl$'tle, ~ol. Ii. p. S15-

• Narea'a Oloauy. • Bencher'• flopp;to Johliaon, att. aroitll. 
• Dodtley'e Old Play,, vol. i. 
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VII. ORIGIN OF MYSTERIE.S-FEAST OF 
FOOLS-FEAST OF THE ASS, &c. 

' What does rieil blatory acquaint 111 with, but the incorrigible rogaeriea of' 
mankind; or, teeluialinl history more than their follies?' W.-hrlOII. 

A J £WISH Play, of which fragments are still preserved in · 
Greek Iambics, ia the first Drama known to have been written 
on a scripture subject.a It is taken from the Exodus, or the de
parture of the Israelites from Egypt under their leader and pro
phet Moses. The principal characters are ' Moses, Sapphora, 
and God from the Bush,' or God speaking from the buniiog 
bush. Moses delivers the prologue in a speech of sixty lines, 
and his rod is turned into a serpent on the stage. The author of 
the play is Ezekiel, a Jew, who is called the tragic poet of the 
Jews. Warton auppoaea that he wrote it after the destruction of 
Jerusalem, as a political spectacle to animate bis dispersed bre
thren with the hopes of a future deliverance from their captivity 
under the conduct of a new Moses; and that it was composed 
in imitation of the Greek drama at the dose of the second cen-: 
tury.' 

Rymer the antiquary relates, that in the first ages of Christianity 
any one concerned with the theatre was not allowed baptism. 
Cyril declares that when in our baptism we sa!/, 'I renounce 
thee, Satan, and all thy works and ~mps,' those pomps of the 
devil. are stage pla!JI and the like '1flnities. Tertullian affirms 
that they who in baptiam renounce the devil and his pomps, can-

• Translated iDto Latin by Fr. Morell111, Paria, 1580, 
b Warton, vol. Ii. p. 311. -
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not go to a stage play f'l!itl,out turning apostates. Hence the 
Greek and Latin fathers had an ample field for their eloquence 
and declamation, before the Arians, the Gnostics, and other in
testine heresies, sprang up to divert them. Cyprian, Basil, and 
Clement of Aiexaudria, are very warm upon the occasion ; and so 
in many of his homilies is Chrysostom, who cries shame that peo
ple should listen to a comedian with the same ears that they hear 
an evangelical preacher. Augustine maintains that they who 
go to plays are as bad as those that write or act them. Tertul
Jian in his warmth against the tragedian,, observes, that the de
vil set, them upon their high panto.fle• to give Christ the lie, tcho 
,aid, nobody can add one cubit to his stature. Rymer adds, that 
these flashes and drops of heat, from single authors, had no such ' 
wonderful effect, for the tragedian still walked on in bis high 
shoes; ' Yet might they well expect a more terrible storm from 
the reverend fathers when met in a body together, in council 
<ecumenical. Then indeed began the ecclesiastical thunder to fly 
ab011t, and preaently the theatres, tragedy, comedy, bear-baiting, 
gladiaton, and heretics, are given all to the devil without distinc• 
tiorr. Nor was it sufficient for the zeal of those times to put 
down stage plays. All heathen learning fell under the like cen
sure and condemnation. One might as well have told them of· 
the antipodes as persuaded the reading of Tully's offices: they
were afraid of the Greek philosophy like children of a bugbear, 
lest it fetch them away. A council of Carthage would not allow 
that a bishop should read any· heathen book. How heartily St. 
Austin begs God pardon for having read Virgil with delight in 
his graver years! What a plunge was Jerome put to, by Ruffinus • 
laying to his charge the reading of heathen authors,' • 

a Rymer's abort View of Tragedy, 8,o. 16981 p. St, &e, 
The plug,, which Rymer eaya Jerome waa put to by Ruflintts, a,ose during 

a controversy between them, in which Ruffiuu charged Jerome with having 
perjured himself by reading the claulce, after he had entered into an engage• 
melit of the moat aolemn nature that he would not. The affair ia rather cu
riolll.-It is told of oue Natalia, who Jived before Jerome's time; that having ac
cepted of.a bishopric among the heretics, he was 1nerely scourged all night by 

T 
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It was tbit blind zeal, Rymer says, tltat gave a pleasant prospect 
to the Emperor Julian, who oppoied i,t by literally complying with 
it ; for he made a law that no Cbristiae should be taught io die 
heathen schools, or make use of that learning. • There were two 
men living at that time, who exerted their talent, to supply the 
c;leficiency of instruction and entertainment that the Cbrittia111 
experienced from Julian's edict: these were Apollioarius, Bi.bop 
of Laodicea,, and his father, a priest of the same city; they 

an,elt, ud-tbe nut morning repented ud retuned to the claardl. Thill pro-
1,ably occaaioaed a trance, into wbicb, Jerome wu thro'Wll. '11leaint•11, tut 
be waa arraigned before tJie tribJJnal ofbeann, ud being uked his profeuiOD, 
answered tbat he was a Christian: 'Thon lieat,' aid Christ, ' thou art a CUlll"Ollia, 
for the works of that author ~ thy heart;' whereupon he WU condemned 
to be ecoorged by angels, ud promiled the judge aot to readaacll wicked boob 
-.gaia. The chutiaement wu eo 1everel:, Wlicted, that be decluel, be ••er 
forgot it; yet, nry unluckily, be some time aftenrarda went on qaotiag the 
clueic writers aa usual. Ruffinna twitted him with break.in, bia oath; and 
Jerome fll•r,gtd from the charge, by anawering, that be could not forget what 
be bad read, hut that be bad not read the clauica ainee~ (Bwlkr'• Liva 
q/lltt Saw,,•· ix. p. 364.) Upoa thia, wblcla ia t.bealiunlladed to. ltJ R:,me.-, 
an Italian' Ciceronian' obaerves, that if Jerome wu whipped for writing ia the 
atyle and manner of Cicero, be aufl'ered Sagellatioa for wbathe did not deaene, 
and might have safely pleaded not guilty. ( Jorlia', Remark,°" Reel. Bid. v. ii. 
p. 104.) Tliie father, however bil taleata C:Ollllll8llded admiration, wu ao great 
atickler for truth. He ope•ly aTOwed that be diapated for •ictory, ud diat it 
was to be woo at all hazards, and by aa:, meaaa. Rn8iaua pauiac a boma 
queatioa to him that be was obliged to notice, the way iu which be did it, wu 
not by aoawering it, but by uking Ruffioaa, ia groa terms, why the lower part 
of the homau body behind is not plared bef'ore. He wu greatly the superior 
o{ Roffinoa, to whom he dealt 1ucb bard ltlowa, that DaiUe pitiel him; yet 
Jerome whimaically read bia ad,enary a loag lectare apimt mutual niliec. 
and bringing accnaatioua agaiuat each other, u being more proper at the bar 
than iD the church, aud fitter to stuff' a lawyer'• bag than a churchman'• papers. 
' But the aport of it is,' aaya Daille, ' to ■ee that after be bath baadeomely be
Jabonred aud pricked tbia pitiful thing from bead to foot, ad aomemau till tlle 
blood followed, he at leagth proteateth that be had spared .biQJ.fQI' tb, l~.e of 
God I and that be had not alforded words to bia troubled breast, bot had aet a 
watch before bia mouth accordinf to the example of tbe Plal•t• ( D.Ufl • 11w 
Right U&e ofllN Fall&en, pt. ii. p. 9S.) After all1 Era8'1ua aaya u..& Jerome 111d. 
better mllllllera thau Auguatine. • 

a Rymer, p. 31. • He died ia ~ 
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were both scholars ,veil skilled in oratory and the rules of compo
sition; • and of high literary renown. ApoUioarius, the elder, a 
profuund philologer, translated the five books of Moses into IJe.. 
roic' ver1e, and in the same measure composed the History of the 
Israelites to the time of Saul, into a poem of twenty-four books, 
in imitation of Homer. He also wrote religious odes, and turned 
particular histories and portions of the Old and New Testament 
into comedies and tragedies, after the manner of Menander, Euri
pides, and Pindar. His son the Bishop, an eloqueut rhetorician, 
and already an antagonist of Julian's, anxious that the Christians 
might not be ignorant of any species of Greek composition; 
formed the writings of the Evangelists and the works of the Apos
tles into dialogues, in the manner of Plato.• 

About the same time, Gregory N azianzen, Patriarch and Arch
bishop of Oonstantinople, one of the fathers of the Church, and 
master to the celebrated Jerome, composed plays from the Old 
and New Testament, which be substituted for the plays of So
phocles and Euripides at Constantinople, where the old Greek stage 
had ftoutished until that time. If the ancient Greek tragedy was' 
a religiohs spectacle,' so the sacred dramas of Gregory N azianzen 
were formed on the same model, and the choruses were turned 
into_ Christian hymns. One only of the Archbishop's plays is 

a Shepherd on the Common Prayer, 1801, v. ii. p. 431, 11111,. Socratea 
Eeclea. IUat. 1668. Fol, p. SOS, Socrates observes, that in comequence of the 
labours of the Apollinarii, Julian's law was abrogated, aud the Chriatiana re
sumed their atu.iies in heathen learning, which he says the apostle Paul did not 
only not forbid, but is seen not to have despiled himself: • For where I pray 
you/ inquires Socrates, • borrowed Paul thia sentence? Th, Cr,tiana are al,. 
IIIIJYS Ziar.1, ftiil beaat,, aloio beUie,, ( Titus, i. 13.) was it not out of Epimenedes, a. 
poet of Crete? Or where learned he this? We are also l1ia offeJlrinr, (Acts, xvii.. 
!8.) was it not out of the Plunaomena of Aratus, the Astronomer? That aaying 
also, Et1il communication; corrupt good manners, (1 Corinth. i. 33.) aheweth. 
plainly that he was well eeen in the Tragedies of Euripides.'-Socrute., &Twl. 
ibid. p. 306. 

b ' All agree, that in the beginning it was purely a religiona worship, and a 
10lemn service for their holyday1 ; afterwards it came from the temples to u,ie 
theatre, admitted of a secular alloy, and grew to be some image of the world 
and human lile, When it was brought to the utmoat perfectioa by Sophocle1, 
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extant: it is a tragedy called Chrilt', pasnon. The prologue 
calls it an imitation of Euripides, and, on the same authority, 
we learn that the Patriarch bas the honour, in this piece, of in
troducing the Virgin Mary's first appearance on the stage. The 
play is preserved in Gregory Nazianzen's works.• The remainder 

the chorus continued a oeceuary part or the tragedy ; bot the muaic and dan
cing which came along with the chorus were mere rengion, oo part or the tra• 
gedy, nor had any thing of philosophy or inatruction io tbem.'-Rymtr, p.19. 

M. Oovaro!f ( F..-ay 011 t/u Elturinia My,ttrio, 1817, Svo.) ii diapoeed to 
believe that the leaser M ysteriea of the ancieota comprehended aymbolical repre
eeotatiooa or the history of Ceres and Proaerpioe, and Mr, Christie (io bla' (JI,. 

,m,ationa' appended to M. Oovaroft'a Euay) accord, to that opinion. H_e thinks 
it probable that the prieata at Eleosis, who in later tlmea contented themselves 
with abewing and explaining the machinery within the temple, were at fint 
actora in a drama, and beiog penuded that the paintings of the black and red 
Greek vases, originally deposited in tombs, were copied from tran,parent acenea 
in different mysteries, be iotrodncea an engraving from a Sicilian vase, painted, 
as be conceives, to repreaent the four priests or agents in the Samothracian and 
Eleaaioiao shows. Dr. Darwin (Botanic Ganln, note uii.) assigns reasooa ror 
aupposiog that the reliefa ou the Portland vase constitute portiom of the Eleuai• 
Dian Mysteries, which be also affirms, consisted ofscenical exhibitiooa repreaeot
iog and inculc.-ating the expectation of a future life after death ; and he explaina 
the marriage of Cupid and Psyche, aa described by Apuleios, on the well-known 
beautiful gem, to be originally descriptive of another part of theae exbibitiom. 
Bishop Warburton'• proof, (io his Dwint Legatimt qf Mo,e,) that the sixth book 
of Virgil's JEoeid represents some of these Eltiuinian shows, ia corroborated by 
Mr. Thomas Taylor (ia a Diaatrtatitm on the Eltt11inian and Baedlie Mylltriea.
Pampbleteer, No. xv. and xvi.) M. Ouvarotr qnotet Cicero, (De Leg. ii. 14,) 
aa affirming that Athens produced ' ootbiog more excellent than the Mysteries, 
which exalt us from a rude and savage state to true bomaoity:_tbey initiate as 
into the true principles oflife, for they teach us not only to live pleaaaotly, but 
to die with better hopes.' Whether Rymer, in the passage quoted above, 
alluded to these secret rites, or to certain public ceremonies of ancient poly
theiam, is not clear. Since bis time, so much information baa been commuoi. 
cated in our own tongue, that a mere Eoglisb reader could easily draw up a 
cnrioaa memoir cooceroinJ the ancient costoms that illustrate the origin of the 
dl"ama. 

a Opera Greg. Nazianz. tom. ii. p. !53. W:rton, voL ii. p, 368. Sandys's 
Qirist Pauioo, 1687, 8vo. Pr,faee. • 

Gregory 'all inflamed with the love of God and zeal of bis glory, applied 
bi1113elf to the making of comedies aud tragedies, and the writing of all such 
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of bis dramas have not survived those inimitable compositions over 
which they triumphed for a time . 
. It is not known whether the religious dramas of the Apollinarii 
perished so early as some of their other writings that were ordered 
to be destroyed for a crime common in all ages, heresy ; • but this 

nrse; which he performed with so much wit and elegance, and with such 
rare and admirable sentences, that the Chriatiana found in his writings all they 
could desire in the heathen poeta.'-Ribadeneira'a Liw,, vol. i. p. 333. 

At this time acclamations and applanaea were uaed in churches as well as 
theatres, Jerome desired Gregory Nazianzen to explain to him what was meant 
by thtatcond Subbathq/ler thejlrat, in Luke (c. vi. v. i.). Gregory answered,' I 
will teach you that at church, where, whtll aU the paple ,hall applaMd me, you 
will be forced to know what you do not know; for if yon, only, keep silence, you 
will be looked upon aa a fool.'-Le Clerc', Liw, Svo. 1696, p. !89, 

a Lardner'• works, 4to, vol. ii. p. 463, 
Her,sy, in Greek, aigoifies eleelion, or choice, and is used for any opinion which 

a man chooaeth as best or moat profitable, Heresy and heretic are often used 
by ancient writers as words of indifferent meaning; and the several ways of 
philosophizing were called aect, or hertne1. Johnson defines heresy, an opinion 
of private men ditferent from that of the catholic and orthodoJC church. 

Immediately after the Council of Nice, the Emperor Conatantine iaaued a 
decree, ordering, that if there was any book eJCtant written by Ariua, that it 
should be burned to ashes, and the head of any man found hiding or concealing 
one ahonld be stricken off'from bis 1hoolders. The church eJCtended the spirit 
of this edict to other books, for as every disaenter from its establishment was 
declared a heretic, pains were taken to destroy his writings; and hence the 
character and opinions of these persona are only known to us through the works 
of their enemies, the fathers of the church, who in their torn disputed, q11ar• 
relied, and misrepresented each other.-(Socrate, Eccl, Hilt. folio, 1663, p. 
221,) They had 10 great a horror of heretics, that they would not so mochas pre. 
sene those of their writings tliat did not contain heresy; and which might. even 
have been U$eful to the chorch. Upon which acco11nt it ii that we have scarce 
any book of the ancient heretics existing. ( Du Pi11'1 Eccl. Hilt. ,ot. i. p, t15,) 
Epipbanina, a Greek bishop in the foortb century, was canonized as a saint for 
abusini; fourscore classes of men under the name of heretics. ( Robilllon', Ecclt,. 
Iltatarchea, p. 54,) Although Ensebius, and other fathers, 1111d even Irenzua from 
whom the reat borrowed, charged the ancient heretics with ming witchcraft 
and enchantment; it baa been questioned by the teamed whether tbia wu any 
more than a popular charge against men who studied mathematics, and parti• 
cularly astronomy, for the ancient fathers perpetually confounded astronomy 
aud astrology with magic, ( Lardner', Workl, 4to. ,ol, iv, p. 514,) It aeema 

Digitized by Google 



154 

ii certaiu, that the learning they endeavoured to supply gradilally 
disappeared before the progress of Co•tanttlle's establilhment, 
Suddenly acquiring power, ud bllally ummiog iufallibility, ob
serving pagan feasts as religious festivals, consecrating heathen 

that the Latherm eltorch bu not been behind hand with the catholic. One of 
ita docton, in a commentary on hereay and 1ehiam, hu inserted, catalognewiae, 
no leu than six hundred and thirty-two aoru of heretics, hereaiarcha, and acbia
matics, divel'llified as the birds of heaven, and agreeing in only one ■ingle point
the crime of not continuing in ,vbat is called the cbnrcb, ( Robi1UOa'• Ecdn. Re
llfflfclat,, p. U5.) Heretic ii a fayoorite term of reproach for difference of opi
nion, Dr. Daniel Williama, who beqneatked bis Taluable libnry to the dia■en
ten, and the bulk of bi■ property to public nae■, wu of spotleu reputation, 
and the friend of the moat enlightened men of bis age, ' yet be wu aot only, 
reckoned a beretie, but attempts were even made to injure his moral cha
racter,' (Cltililllrs', Biog. Dia. vol. xuii. p.105,) 'lbe chnrch of England~ 
a latrelic to the catholic church, which ha, an oflice of supplication for onr re
conver■ion, (from whence the following ii extracted,) entitled, 

Tua LITAIIY q/ lllln·ceaiol& .... ElrGLAXD. 

+ 
RBMl!MBBR not, 0 Lord, our offences, nor thoae of our Parents; IIOr 

take Revenge of onr Sins •. 
Lord have Mercy on 111, &c. 
O God UN Fat'"°, Creator of the World, Haw Mercy 011 England. 
O God flt &II, Redeemer of the World, BIIW Mtrcy OJI England, 
0 God tlN Holy Gl&od, Perfecter of the Elect, Bar,e Mercy 011 England. 
0 Sacred Trinity, three Penons and one God, HafJt Mercy on England. 
Holy MARY, Mother of God, P,·ayfor England. 
Hol,y MARY, Queen of Angels, whose powerful intercession destroys· 

aU Haaa11111, Pr-,for England. 
. Sr. RAPRABL, faithful pide of those that hue LOST TRIIR WAY; 

Pray/or England. 
All ye holy Apostles and E•angelist~, chief Planters of the Cluinian 

Faith,and sealou1 MAINTAINER■ OP Cu·aouc UNION, Pray/or England, 
All ye holy Bishops and Confe111on, by whose wisdom and sanctity this 

Island wu ONCE a flourishing seminary of Religion, Pray/or Englud, 
From presumiug on their own private opinions, and contemning the 

Antbority of THY Cuuncu, Delioer England, 0 Lord. 
We linners, Btat«4 thte to MCIT "'• 

That it ma,. pleue lbee to hasten the CoNVERIIOlf of this OUR MISIIR• 
ABLB COUNTRY, and RE-UNITB IT -TO 'tR_B ANCIENT FAl'tB and Com-· 
munion of Tuy Ceua<:H; H't. btHtcla thee lo hear au. 
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rites into cbriatian solemnities, and transformiog the non-obser
vances of primitive 11implicity into precedents for gorgeous cere
mony, the church blazed with a scorching spteudour that withered 
up tbe heart of mau. Every acce88ion to the dominion of its 
ecclesiastics over his propert.Y and intellect iodueed self-relasation 
and sloth ; to the boldness that seized a liberal supply for spiritual 
support succeeded the craft Lhat extended it to a boundless reve
nue for effeminate indulgence. The miraculous powers of the 
church wonderfully multiplied; but implicit belief in miracles was 
equivocal, unless the act of faith was accompanied by liberal con
tributions at the altar. The purchase of pardons for sin, and the 
worship of the reliques exbibi~<l in saunptuous shrines, were effec
tual ways of warring with the powers of darkness, and the coffers 
overflowed with contributions. These active hostilities against 
Satan occasioned him to ascend upon earth, and, to terrify the de
vout, he often appeared to them in the natural ugliness of his 
own proper person. When put to flight, by masses and holy 
water, he t.ook lodgings ineog. io the bodies of careless people, 
nor would he leave a tenement be occupied, till he was forcibly 
turned out of possession by a priest acquainted with the forms of 
ejectment. Dislike to cleau linen was a peculiar mark of piety, 
and dirty hermits emitted the odour of aanctity. Though their 
hotiuen was so violently bated by the devil, that be took the 
trouble to assault and tempt them in the holes of the earth and 
trunks of old trees where they inhabited, yet it was rewarded with 
visits to their chosen abodes from all the orders of heaven ; and 
by long familiarity with the powers of the other world, these 
' tender-nosed saints could detect the presence of invisible angels.' 
They who turned their backs upon the concerns of life were 
eepecial favourites above. A nun reported that Cbriat opened 
her aide with his corporal hands, took out her heart, and then care
fully placing bis own in the chasm, left it there and closed the 
wound, at the same time doing her the honour to wear her 
abift. Nor did the faithful who believed the fom,er relation, 
doubt for an instant that the Virgin descended from heaven to visit 
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the cells of monasteries, and milk her breasts into the mouths of 
monks.• Doubts were effectually removed by burning doubters. 
All wbo were privileged to ahave tbe top of the head in a circle, 
as a tobn of emancipation from worldly superfluities, were pa,t• 
ners in the profitable trade of granting licences for unmolested 
existence at the price of unconditional submission. Ecclesiastical 
policy accomplished its purpose :-the human mind was in a 
de)iquium; the hierarchy at the summit of its ascendancy. 
• From the complete establi~hment of the church until within a 
short time before the reformation, darkness overspread the world, 
and the great mass of the clergy themselves were in a state of deplo
rable ignorance. b During this period, in order to wean the people 

• The Miraculooa Host, 18!!, p. so, &c. 
b In 1458, lEneaa Sylvina, afterwarda Pope Pius II. ob,erved of the Italian 

priests, that it did not appear that they had ever so much as read the New Tea
tament. (Hody de Bibi. Textibm, p.464,) RobertStepheua,(whodied in 156.J,) 
tells us of the Docton of the Sorbonne that being uked by him in what place 
of the New Testament anch a thing was written, they anawered, that they hall 
read it in Jerome, or in the Decrees, but what the New Testament was they 
did not know,-Letoi.t', Hut. of Traul. of Bible, p, 53. 

At an entertainment given at Rome to the Pope and Cardinab, by Andrew 
Forman, bishop of Murray, and papal legate for Scotland, he blundered 10 in 
bit latiuity when he eaid grace, that his holiness and their eminences lost. 
their gravity; the disconcerted biabop testily concluded the bleaaing by giv
ing ' all the false caries to the devil, i11 110mine patril, jUii, et ,ancli 1pirilu, ;' 

to which the company, not ondentanding his Scoto-Latin, said Amen, Many 
of the Scottilb clergy affirmed, that Martin Luther had lately composed a 
wicked book called the NeaoTeetament, but that they, for their part, w1mld 
adhere to the Old Teatameut. A foreign monk, declaiming in the pulpit against 
Lutheran• and Zuingliana, eaid to his audience: ' A new laugoage Wlll invented 
,ome time ago, called Greek, which has been the mother of all theee heresies ; 
a book. is printed in this language, called the New Testament, which containa 
many dangerous thiogs·! another language is now forming, the Hebrew; who
ever learns it, immediately becomes a Jew.' The commillionel'll oftbe senate 
of Lucero, confiarated the works of Aristotle, Plato, and some of the Greek 
poets, which they found in the library of a friend of Zninglios, concluding that 
every book printed in that language m111t be infected with tutheranism.-Dr. 
ltl'Crie'I Lifeqf Kuz, TOI, i. p. 343, 
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o m the anci'ent spectacles, particularly the Bacchanalian and 
calendary solemnities, religious shows were instituted partaking of 

. the same spirit of licentiousness. About the year 990, Theophy-
• lact, patriarch of Constautinople, caused the Feast of Fools, and 
the Feast of the Ass, with other religious farces of that sort, to be 

exhibited in the Greek church.• 

In a ~ynod of the rural deam of Switlertand, only three were found who had 
read the Bible; the otben confessed that they were scarcely acquainted eYen 
with the-New Teatameut.-Hm', Life of Z11ingliiu, by Miaa Jjikin, p. !3, 

Au ecclesiutic of eminence waa aslted what' were the ten commandments; 
lae replied there waa no such book in the library. Martin Luther never 
nw a bible till after be was twenty-one yean old, aod had taken a degree in 
art,, Carlostadt bad been a doctor of divinity twenty~eitiht yeus before be 
read the Scripture,, aod yet when be stood for a degree in the univenity of 
Wittenberg, he obtained au bononr, aod it waa entered ill the oni•enity records 
that he was 11!ffeeientiaai111111. Pellicao could not procure one Greek Teatament 
in all Germany; the fint he got was from ItAly.-RohiU011'1 Eccl. Ratarelw, 
p,538. 

Erasmus lectured at Cambridge on the Greek grammar without an audience. 
He translated a dialogue of Lucian .into Latin, and coald not find a single atu
dent there capable of transcribing the Greek, He aays, that when he published 
Ilia Greek Teetament in Greek, it met with great opposition. One of the col
leges at the· aame univenity forbad it to be used, and infticted a penalty on any 
one who bad it in his possession; nor ceued itl resistance, till Henry VIII. in-
terfered by his injunction. • 

In the Jong night of papal gloom, both the Greeks and Latius enlightened 
their flocks by eruing tbe writings.of ancient manoscriptl, and writing eccle
aiaatical treatised upon tbem,-Tortin', Rn11. on E«l. Hid. v. iii. p, t5. 

They indnatrionsly obliterated the words of 1criptnre itaelf, and supplied the 
apace it occupied upon the parchment by their cloisteral contemplation,. In 
this way the l'tlce10-Gotbic yenion of the thirteen epiatlea of St. Paul, was con• 
eealed nuder the Latin trumpery of a monastic writer. The barbariana of the 
ebnrcb buried the writings of Cicero aod Frontiuoa beneath their ravings; and 
to tbe unspeakable detriment of the republic of letten, IDCh aothon as Poly
biua, Dio, Diodoros Siculna, and some othen who are quite lost, were meta
morph111ed into prayer-books and homilies,-Rtt,. T. Huru, Illlrod, lo • Crilieal 
K'lll11t1kdgt qf &riplare, edit. 18!1 1 vol. ii. p, 96, A1ao Lady Morga'• ltaltJ, 
voL i. e. 5, MOJ1thly M~. (Indes:ea, name Mai) and the Clauical JOllf'fllll. 

• Tile fact is recorded by Cednnn1, one of the 'Byaantine hiatoriaus, who 
8ouruhed about the year 1050, in the foHowing words: 'Theoph:,lact intro
duced the practice which prevails even to thi1 day, of scandalizing God and 1he 

u 
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Beletus, who lived in 1182, mentions the Fea&t of Fools, as 
celebrated in some places on New-year's-day, in others on twelfth 
day, and in others the week following. In France, at different 
cathedral churches, there was a Bishop or an Archbishop of Fools 
elected : and in the churches immediately dependent upon the 
papal see, a Pope of Fools. These mock pontiffs had usually a 

memory of his saints, on the moat eplendid and popular festinla, by indecent 
and ridic11lo111 aonga, 1111d enormoua ahoutiuga, eveu in the midat of thoae aacred 
l1ymoa, which we ought to offer to the divine grace with compooctioo of heart, 
for the 1al'8tioo of our 10011. Bot he, having collected a company of bue fel
lows, aod placing over them one Eothyooiaa, 1ornamed Cane■, whom be also 
appointed the aoperiotendeot of bia eh11reb, admitted into the aacred aervice 
diabolical dance■, exclamations of ribal,Jry, aod ballads borrowed from the 
streets and brothels,' Two hundred yean after this, Baisamon, patriarch of 
Alexandria, complains of the groaa abominationa committed by the prieab at 
Cbriatmu, aod other feativab, neu io the great church at Conatantioople ; and 
that the clergy on certain holidays penonated a variety of feigned characters, 
aod eveo entered the choir io military habits, and other eoormoo1 disguises. In 
return be forbids the profeaaed players to appear on the stage io the habit of 
mooka.-Warl011, ii. S69. . 

lo 1~90, the mooka and bishops made a memorable proceaaion at Faria, Roee, 
the bishop of Senlia, aud the prior of the charter-home, w11re in the van u 
captains; each of them bad a cr011 in the left hand, aod a halberd io the right, 
representing, u they said, the M.«abtu, who were the leaden of God's people. 
After them all the monks of the mendicant ordera, u Capochios, Feoillam, 
Minima, _&c. were drawn up four and four. Their robea were tucked op to 
their girdles, the cowl thrown back upon their ahoolders, a helmet on their 
backs; aome carrying ahielda and daggen, aome partiaana, and others carabioea, 
and IOch like rusty arms, fit for nothing but to make oue laugh, The oldeat 
marched first, putting oo, u well aa they could, the airs 10d motions of com
manding officen. The young followed, every now and then firing their piece■, to 
ahew how well they nnderatood the aoldiera' ex~rciae. Hamilton, the curate of 
St. Coame, was serjeaot, and kept them in their ranks. The merriest figure 
wu one Feuillaot, a little mao, who because he wu lame1 would not keep io 
any rank, but was aometimea at the head, sometimes at the tail, with a great 
two banded ,word, which he flourished about tc hide the limp in his gait, Thia 
~roop marched along the streets with an affected gravity, stopping from time 
to time, and mixing by intervals anthems aod hymns, with the ealvos of their 
tire-arms. Of this proceu.iou, repreaeotiog the ·church militant, there is a 
print in Montfaucon..-Mntnai 9, (Coof. bet. Aoc, aod Mod, Ceremonies, 
p. 97•,) 

,, 
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proper suite of ecclesiastics, and one of their ridiculous ceremonies 
was to shave the precentor of Fool, upon a stage erected before 
the church in the presence of the populace, who were amused 
during the operation by his lewd and vulgar discourses accompa
nied by actions equally reprehensible. They were mostly attired 
in the ridiculous dresses of pantomime players and buffoons, and 
so habited entered the church, and performed the service accom
panied by crowds of laity in masks, representing monsters, or with 
their faces smutted to excite fear or laughter, as occasion might 
require. Some of them personated females and practised wanton 
devices. During divine service they sung indecent songs in the 
choir, ate rich puddings on the comer of the altar, played at dice 
upon it by the side of the priest while he celebrated mass, incensed 
it with smoke from old burnt shoes, and ran leaping all over the 
church. The Bishop or Pope of Fools performed the service 
habited in pontifical garments, and gave his benediction ; when it 
was concluded, he was seated in an open carriage, and drawn 
about to the different parts of the town followed by a large train 
of clergy and laymen, and a cart filled with filth, which they threw 
upon the populace assemblea to see the procession. These licen
tious festivities were called the December Liberties.• They were 

a The Rolll(l111, and many .other nation, made euperatitiooa proceaions, and it 
ia from them, no doubt, that the custom came to ns. For in the pomp of our 
processions it i~ customary to rank in the fint 11Jace something to QJake an ap
pearance, as some files, of soldiers, infantry and cavalry, or eome burle1que 
ridicnloua contrivance of a figure, with a great gaping mo.oth, and snapping ita 
teeth to frighten folks. :Some ,other pieces of merriment often precede, aa a 
representation of tfte prophets; one acta Dllllid, auother SolOfllOII, and others 
are disguised lik'e queeqa, and they cause children with wing~ to 1ing.-P11I, 
rirg, c. si. p. 114, (Coot: bet. Aue. and Mo.d. Ceremonies, p. 89.) 

The heathen were delighted with the festival& of their gods, and unwilling to 
part with those delighta; and therefore Gregory (Thamnaturgus, ,~ho died in 
t65, and was bishop of Neocaeaarea) to facilitate th1,ir conversion, instituted 
annual festival, to the saint■ and martyf11, Hence it came to pa11, that for es• 
ploding the fe1tival1 of the heathen,, the principal festivals of the Christiana 
succeeded iu their room; u the keeping of Christmas with joy and fe»ting, and 
playing and sports, iu the room of the Bae,luutalia and Salumalia; the celebrating 
of .l\lay-day with ftowers, in the room of the Floralia; and the keeping off1;stival1 

• 
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alwa)S held at Christmas time, or near to it, but not confined to 
one particular day, and seem to have luted through the chief part 
of January. When the ceremony took place upon St. Stephen's 
day, they said u part of the masa, a burlesque composition, called 
the Fool's prose, and upon the festival of St, John the Evange
list, they had another arrangement of ludicrous songs, called, the 
Prose of the Ox.• 

The Fea,t of the Au, u it wu anciently celebrated in France, 
almost entirely co111iated of dramatic abow. It wu iuatituted in 
honour of Balaam'• Au, and at one of them the clergy walked 
on Christmas day in procession, habited to represent the prophets 

to the Virgin Mary, John the Baptiat, aod divert of the ApostleB, in the room 
of the aoleD111itiet at the entrance of the ann Into the 1i~111 of the zodiac, in tht 
old Jaliao C.leudar,-Sir 1- Nt:t1:t• ot1 .Doul, p. tl>', 

The feast of St. Peter ad vincola waa inetituted to aupenede a eplendid Pagan 
featinJ, celebrated every year on that day, to commemorate the victory of 
Augnatu over Antony at Acrium. We may infer the inevit11blfl corruption of 
practical Cbriatianity in the middle ages, from the obstinate atta<'hment of the 
converted barbarians to their ancient Pagan cueto1111t and the allowed continn• 
ance of many by the catholic dergy, Boniface compl11iDed of Ctt.rman prieate, 
who would continue, although Christiana, to eacrifice bulla aod goats to the hea
then idola.-Jlr, Tllf'M"1 Hid. qf Eff8l. vol. ii. P• MO. 

A letter from Pope Gregory tlae Great, iD the aixth century, to the Abbot 
Meilitu, then goiag to Britain, deaires him to tell Augutioe, the firat arcb
biahop of Cantetbury, th.lt after mature deliberation on the affair of the Eog
lieb, be wu of opinion that the temples of the idols in that nation ought not to 
be deetroyed, bot that the idola eboold. He further orders the templee to be 
sprinkled with holy water, and relics to be placed in them; and, becaaae our 
aaceetora eacrificed o:1teo iD their pagan wonbip, he directs the object of the 
sacrifice to be eschanged, and permit» them to build hots ol the boughs of tree, 
about the templeteo traoeformed ioto chorclaee, on the day of the dedication,or 
nativitiea of the martyrs whoae relice they contain, and there to kill the cattle, 
and celebrate the eolemoity with religiou feaating.-B,de't B«l. Hilt.~ B.,.i. 
8vo. p. 94. 

' Not long ago, iD the metropolia itself, it wu uuaJ to bring up a fat back to 
the altar of St. Paul'•• with hantm hol'III blowing, &c. iD the middle of divine 
,ervic<', For on tl1ia very spot, or near it, there formerly ,tood a temple of 
Diaoa.'-Co,if-. btl. A•c. end Mod. Ctrt111011it1, l'rff, ·p. n. •· 

• Mr. Sharon Turner's Hiat. of England, 4to. voL ii. p. 367, Stratfa Sportl, 
p. 30S. 
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1Dd others. Moses appeared in an alb and cope, with a long 
beard and rod. David had a green vestment. Balaam, with an 
immense pair of spurs, rode on a wooden ass, which inclosed a 
speaker. There were also six Jews, and six Gentiles. Among 
other characters, the poet Virgil was iutroduced singing monkish 
rhymes, as a Gentile prophet, and a translator of the sybilline _ 
oracles. They thus moved in proceaaioo through the body of 
the church chanting versicles, and conversing in character on the 
nativity and kingdom of Christ, till they came into the choir.• The 
same ceremony, as it was performed at the same season, in the 
cathedral church of Rouen, commenced with a proceasion in 
which the clergy represented the prophets of the Old Testament 
who foretold the birth of Christ ; then followed Balaam mounted 
on his ass, Zachariah, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, the sybil 
Erythree, Simeon, Virgil, Nebuchadnezzar, and the three children 
in the furnace. After the procession entered the cathedral, several 
groups cf persons performed the part of Jews and Gentiles, to 
whom the choristers addressed speeches; afterwards they called on 
the prophets one by one, who came forward successively and de
livered a passage relative to the Messiah. The other characters 
advanced to occupy their proper situations, and reply in certain 
verses to the. demao~s of the choristers. They performed the 
miracle of the Furnace; Nebuchadnezzar spoke, the sybil ap
peared at the last, and then an anthem was sung, which concluded 
the ceremony. b • 

The Feast of the Ass, anciently celebrated at Beauvais every 
year on the l~th of January, commemorated the ftigbt of the 
Virgin into Egypt with the infant Jesus. To represent the Virgin, 
the most beautiful girl in the city, with a pretty child in her. arms, 
was placed on an us richly caparieoned. Thus mounted she pre
ceded the Bishop and bis clergy, and they all went in grand pro
cession from the cathedral to the parish church of St. Stephen. 
On entering the chancel, they ranged themselves ou the right aide 

a Warton, -.ot. i. p. !48. 
1o Diction. Uoiv. lflft. et Crit. dea Mcean, 1'7t, 8vo. Paril, tom. i. p. 50. 
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of the altar; the mass immediately commenced, aud the 11'troit, 
Lord have mercy upon m, Gloria Patri, the Creed, and other 
parts of the service were terminated by the burden of Hin-Han, 
Hin-Ha11, in imitation of the braying of an ass: the officiating 
priest, instead of saying Ita Mil&a est at the end of the mass, 
concluded by singing three times Hin-Han, Hin-Ran, Hi11-
Han, and during the perfor~ance hymns were sung in praise of 
the As,.• 

From the Missal composed for the service of the Feast of the 
Ass, by an archbishop of Sens, who died in 1222, M. Millin has 
given an account of the ceremony to the following effect. Ou the 

• eve of the day appointed for the celebration before vespers, the 

• The A,. figures in N aogeorgua'• description of the ceremonies on Pal• S11• 
daJ in England : from the verai6cation of Barnaby Googe'• translation (in 
Bnmd, vol. i. p. 107.) the following particulars are extracted. On Palm Sun
day, the anniversary festival of Christ's riding into Jerusalem, a wooden a111, 
with un image on it, being placed on a platform, with wheels, and drest up, was 
drawn by the people bearing boughs and branches of palm to the church-door. 
On it, arrival there, the,priest, bleuing the branches, converted them into u
aurances for a year against lou or damage by tempest; and then, prostratiag 
himself before the as,, he lay on his face till another priest roused him by the ap
plication of a rod of the largest aize, Ou bis rising, two others fell on their faces, 
and sang in that position; afterwarda atanding and pointing 11t the figure on the 
au, they declared that it waa he, who, having come to redeem the faithful, 
they had strewed olive boughs before as he rode. This ended, the ass with the 
figure being moved along, the people cast branches upon both, and it was drawn 
into the church in proceuion, the priesta going before; the people followed, 
atroggling for the holy bougba over whida the pageant had past. The whole 
being concluded, the boys went to the church in the 11ftemoon, and bargained 
with the sexton for the use of the cw, which they drew through the streets, 
singing veraea and gathering money, bread and eggs, from the people. 

'Upon Palme Soudaye they play the folea aadely, drawiuge after the .. a11 

., i11 11 rep,, when they be not moche diataut from t!Je IOOdn - that they 
drawe.'-Pref. to .f Dialatfe, &c. n. d,, a rare work mentioned iu Ames.
.Brtmd, vol. i. p. 107. 

In the west of England there is a vulgar notion that the straight stripe down 
the shoulders of the ass, intersected by the long one from the neck to the tail, 
is a croas of honour conferred upon him by Cbriat, and that before he rode upon 
him the asa wu not ao diaUnguiabed, 
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clergy went in procession to the door of the cathedral, where two 
choristers sung in a minor key, or rather with squeaking voices --

Lux hodie, lox letitite, me judice, triatis 
Quiaquis erit, removendns erit, aolemuibus istis 
Sicut hodie, procul invidiai, procul omnia mresta 
Laila volunt, quicomqne celibret asinaria festa. 

Light to day, the light ofjoy-1 banish every sorrow; 
Wherever found, be it expelled fro~ our solemnities to-morrow. 
Away be strife and grief and care, from every anxious breast, 
And all be joy and glee in those who keep the Ass's Feast. 

The anthem being concluded, two canons were deputed to 
fetch the Ass to the table, where the great chanter sat, to read the 
order of the ceremonies, and the names of those who were to 
assist in them. The animal clad with precious priestly ornaments, 
was solemnly conducted to the middle of the choir, during which 
procession, a hymn in praise of the ass, was sung in a major key. 
Its first and last stanzas have been thus Englisbed: 

From the country of the East 
Came this strong and h11Ddsome beast, 
Tbia able Au-beyond compare, 
Heavy loads and pacb to bear. 

Buzza, Seignor Au, Huzza! 

Amen I bray, moat bonour'd Au, 
Sated now with grain and grau: 
Amen repeat, Amen reply, 
And disregard antiquity. 

Huzza, Seignor Ass, Huz:ra ! 

The original hymn was in the following words:-

ORIENTIS partibas, 
Adventavit Aain111, 

Pulcher_ et forti,simua, 
Sarcinis aptiafimus. 

Bez, Sire Anit, tar cliantei:, 
Belle B1J11.che rechinez, 
Vou, aurn dufoin a11ez, 
Et de ravoine a plante;. 

Lentos erat pedibus, 
Nisi foret bacuhu, 
Et eum in clunihu81 

Pnngeret acolens. 
Bez, Sire Asnt, car chanttz:, 4"c." 

Ecce magnia auribns, 
Sn bjugalis filius, 
Aainus egregius 
Asinorum Dominns. 

Ht:, Sire Ame, car chantn, 4"c. 
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Hie io colibm Sichem, 
Jam oatritaa aob rabem; 
Traoliit per Jordaoem, 
Saliit iD Bethlehem, 

Ha, Sire .if,u, ecr ,bala, 4',. 

Salta -.incit binnalo, 
Dama et c.-apreoloe, 
Haper dromedarioe, 
Velox Madiaoeoe. 

Ba, Sin _._, ec,, dwolln, 4-c, 

Aaram de Arabli, 
'I'llna et myrrham de Sabi, 
Talit io Eccleaii, 
Vll'tlll Aainaria. 

Ba, Sire Ant, car dale, 4-t. 
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Dam tnbit velaic:ola 
lloltl Clllll carcioall, 
Illim maodibala 
Dara terit pebala. 

Hn, Sire A-, t:er dales, tc, 

Cum ariltia bordeum, 
Comedit et cardanm, 
Triticnm a palel, 
Sepept in arel. 

Ba, Sire .hru, ,,,,. CM!lln, 4'c. 

(It'i on flecbiuait le #non.) 

Amen, dicu, Asine, 
Jam ntar de craaiioe, 
Amen, amen itera, 
Aepernata ,etera. 

BnNI linN! AaN! ln! 
Billa, Sire .ifae, car ollei, 
&lk Bowow, - clala.• 

The office being in the same style throughout, was sung in the 
most discordant manner possible. The service itaelf luted the 
whole of the night, and part of the nest day : it was a rhap
sody of whatever was sung in the course of the year at the usual 
church festivals, and f onned altogether the strangest and moat 
ridiculous medley imaginable, When the choristers in this loog 
performance were thirsty, wine was ull8paringly distributed, and 
the signal for that part of the ceremony wu an anthem, commen
cing ' Conductt11 ad poculum,' Brought to the gla11. On the 
first evening, after vespers, the grand chanter of Sens, preceded 
by an enormous lantern, beaded the jolly band in the streeta, and 
on a vast theatre prepared for their reception before the church, 
they performed indecorous interludes, To conclude the singing and 

• Thia bymo ii in D• C.,,,, and tile ' Didiouaire m Mnr•.' 
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dancing, a pail ·of water was thrown on the head of the grand 
chanter, and they returned to the church, to begin the morning 
office. On that occasion they were sluiced on their naked bodies 
with pailfuls ofwater.· At the respective divisions of the service, the 
ass was supplied with drink and provender. In the middle of it, 
a signal was given by an anthem, beginning, ' Conductui ad Judos,• 
Brought -to ploy, _and. the ass being conducted into the nave of 
the church, the people mixed with the clergy; danced round him, 
and strove to imitate bis braying,• When the dancing was over, 
the au was carried back into the cboi,, where l .. e. cletgy con
cluded the service, The vespers on the ·second day were ·-ended 
with an invitation to· dinner, in the form of an anthem <like the 
rest, ' Conductus ad prandium,' Brought to dinner; and. the 
festival terminated by a repetition of similar theatricals to those 
which had taken place the day before.b • 

Francis Douce, Esq. Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, 
submitted a psper to that body on the 10th of May, 1804, con
cerning these ceremonies; wherein be states, that the Feast of 
Caknd,, which arose out ofthe Roman Saturnalia, resembled, in 
a great degree, the excesses of a modem carnival, and that the arch
bishops. and bishops degraded themselves by joining in these sports 
with the·infer.ior clergy. Ao· illumination in 'the celebrated Bed
ford Miisal, representing several men feasting in a church-yard, 
is noticed by Mr. Douce, as referring.to an ancient Festival on 
.the 21st of February, called the Feralia, or Feast of the Dead, 
instituted by N uma in 'honour of the manes, and sometimes called 
Parenta/ia; This gentleman supposes that many of the grotesque 
figures· in the illuminated· religious manuscripts, generally, but 
erroneously, called missals; 'are allusive. to these subjects. The 
l'ea•! of Fools,.he says, soon made its way into England, but its vest-

. • Heoeatrier says, that Spain bas preserved in the church and io eole.mn. pro
ceaiooa the uae of dancing, and. baa theatrical representatiooa made espreaaly 
for great feativala. He aaw oo Easter Sunday in some churchea of France, tbe 
canooa take the choristers by· t~e hmd, and dance io the choir while festal· 
laymm were aaog.-Bunuy•, Hui, qf Mw, vol. ii. p. !8, 

• Mr. Turner's Biat. ofEiigud; vol. ii. p; 367, 

X 
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iges here are by no means 10 numerous as among our neighbour,. 
The earliest mention of it traced by Mr. Douce, ia under the 
reign of Henry IV., and be conceives it probable that it was 
abolished about the eud of the fourteenth century. Numerous 
i.mitations of it arose in various places, and on different occasions. 
Beaide:1 the Feast of die A•, there w~e the election of an ab'b6 
des conard, or cornards, of an abbe des erclu:ff arth, of an abbf 
de ,na/gouveme, whence our abbot, or lord of miwule, of a princt 
des sots, sometimes called mere f olle, or Jolie, of a prince de 
pl,,i,ance, a prince de f ulrille, of a prevl>t des etourdis; a roi 
dea ribaud,, and some others of a similar nature. Mr. D6ute 
deacribea a girdle, which tradition reports to have been worn &y 

the abbot of fools, in the cathedral of Dijon, on bis eloctiol'l into 
office. From the 1tyle of its sculpture, he conceives it to belong 
to the fourteenth century. It consists of thirty-five sqaare pieces 
of wood so contrived as to let into ach other, by whieh m~ it 
easily 8881lmes a circular forDJ. On these are carved a variety of 
ludicrous aod grotesque figures, c:'onsist.iog of fools, tumblen, 
huntsmen, and animal,, with othera that, from their licentio11SDWJ 
do not admit of a particular description. They bear, on the 
whole, a very striking siatilitude to the sculptures on the aeats of 
the stalls in our cathedrals and monastic . buildings, which, Mr. 
Douce is of opinion, were likewise executed in ridicule of the 
clergy in general, but more particularly of the friars, or, that tbef 
ID1lY, in some instances at leait, refer to the mockeries tldlt •~ 
practised in celebrating the Feast of Fools.• 

'fbe Boy BWwp wu another paatime of the church. fn Fnnt
. conia, the scholars on St. Nicbolu day oaed to elect one of dlieii
number to play the Boy Bishop, and two othen for hii deacom. 
He wu escorted to church, with hia mitre on, by the other boys in 
solemn procession, where he presided at the worship, and after
wards he and hie deacons went about singing from dOOI' to door 
and collecting money ; not begging alms, but demanding it as his 
subsidy. This was a very ancient practice, for, three centuries 

• .lrdwowgio, TOI. :ff, P• H5. 
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before, namely, in 12i4, the Council of Strasburg prohibited the 
choosing of th~ Boy Bilhop ,- though so late a• Hospiniao, who 
wrQte in the ~evente~nth century, it was customary at ~chools de
dicated to Pope G~egory the Great, who was also patron of scbo
l~rs, for one of the boys to be the representative of Gregory on 
the occasion, and 11ct as Bishop, with certain companions as bis 
clergy.• But as the Boy Bishop in England will be mentioned 
hereafter, further notice is deferred until then. 

These were the principal mock festivals of the clergy, yei so 
late as in 1645, a pupil of Gassendi, writing to his master what 
be himself witnessed at A~, oo the feast of the Innocents, says, 
' l have seen, in some monasteries in this province, extrava·gan
cies solemnized, which the Pagans would not have practised. 
Nehher the clergy nor the cuardians, indeed, go to the choir on 
this ~Jay, but all is given up to the Jay-brethren ; the cabbage-cut
ten, .the errand-~oyi, the cooks and scullions. the gardeners ; in a 
word, all the menials fill their places in the chorch, aod insist that 
they perform the offices proper for the day. They dress them
selves with all the sacerdotal ornaments, but tom to rags, or wear 
them inside out ; they hold io their bands the books reversed or 
sideways, which they pretend to read with large spectacles with
out glasses, and to which they fix the shells of scooped oranges, 
which renders them so hideous, that one must h-:tve seen these 
madmen to form a notion of their appearance ; particularly while 
dangling the censers, they keep shaking them in derision, and let
ting the ashes fly about their heads and faces, one against the 
other. In this equipage they neither sing hymns, nor psalms, nor 
masses; but mumble a certain gibberish as shrill and squeaking 
as a herd of pigs whipped on to market. The nonsense-verses 
they chaunt are 1in~ularly barbarous: 

Hiec eat clara dies, clararum dara dierum, 
Hiec eat feata die,, featarum feata dierom.b 

• Brand, vol. i. p. 3!4. 
~ Tbien, Traite dea Jeux, p. 449; see D'Israeli'• Curiosities of Literature·, 

vol. iii. p. !59, 
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'l'o these sporta the clergy added the acting. of M!J&tcria, or 
plays representing the miraculous act11 of nints, circumstances 
from apocryphal story, and subjects from the Old and New Tes
tament. There are different opinions as to the religious class by 
,vhom they were introduced into Europe, though it seems reaion
able to suppose that they were adopted by the Italians in the 
depth of the dark ages from the spiritual dramas of the Apolli
narii, father and son, and Gregory Nazianzen ;• but however that 

a Warton, vol. ii. p. 369, Gregory Nazianze11, ia aaid by Cardinal John de 
Medicis, to have cormpted the pnrity of the Greek tongue, and by that means 
to hue occasioned the barbariams of Latin divinity. On the authority of De
metrina Cbalcondylas, who 6oorished in the fifteenth centory, he relates that 
the Greek clergy obtained leave from the Conatantinopolitan emperor, to bum 
1uany ancient Greek poems, and that ao the play• of Menander, Dipbilus, Apol
lodoms, Pbilemon and Alexis, and the verses of Sappho, Erinna, Aaacreou, 
MimnermnF, Bion, Aleman, and Alcaeua, were lost. Their place being sopplied 
by the poems of Gregory N azianaen, which thoogh exciting to greater religiooa 
zeal, yet do not teach the true propriety and elegance of the Greek language.
Bayle. Dia. arl. Nazianzen. 

l'ilenestrier ascribes the Mysteries to the practices of the religious. He .aya, 
' It ia certain, that pilgrimage• introduced theae devout repreaentations. Those, 
who retumed from Jerusalem and the Holy Land, from St .• James of Com
postella, St, Baume of Provence, St, Reine, Mount St. Michael, Notre 
Dame du Puy, and other places of piety, compo,ed songs on their travels, mix
ing with them a recital of the life and death of the Soo of God, or of the last 
jndgment, after a groas manner, but which the singing and simplicity of the 
time• seem to render pathetic: they snug the miracles of aaiuts, their martyr
dom, aud certain fables, to which the crcdnlity of the people gave the name 
of visions and apparitions, These pilgrim~, who went in companies, and who 
took their stands in streets, and public places, where they anng witli their 
ataves iu their hands, and their hats and mantles covered with shellM, and 
painted images of divers colours, formed a kind of spectacle, which pleased, 
and excited the piety of some citizens of Paris, lo raise a fund for purchasing 
a proper place to erect a theatre, on which to repre,eut these mysteries on holy 
days, as well for the instruction of the people, as their diveraion, Italy had 
poblic theatres for the representation of these mysteries; one of them I saw at 
Veletri, in the road from Rome lo Naples, in a public place, where it ia not 
forty yea1& since they left otr to represent the mysteries of the life of the Son 
of God. These pious spectacles appeared so fine in those ignorant ages, that 
they made them the principal ornaments of the reception of p1 inces, when they 
JUade theil· entry into cities; and as they sung a CAridllllU carol, instead of the 

Digitized by Google 

i 

' I 



169 

may be, there is· no room for sllrprise that all writers concur id 
attributing the performance of these mysteries to that body who 
were the authors of the Feast of Fools and the Feast of the Ass. 

As mysteries arose with Gregory N azianzen, it is not likely 
that his example as a father of the church should be wholly lost 
sight of as soon as he had succeeded in. destroying the· perform_; 
ance of the ancient Greek plays; yet English writers do not ap-• 
pear to have traced sacred representations in a dramatic form 
until many centuries after Gregory Nazianzen's death. No in
ference, however, is deducible from that circumstance against 
the likelihood of their existence nearer to bis time. Dramatic 
historians seldom dig into ecclesiastical lore for materials, and the 
learned few have not much relish for inquiries subordinate to 
their own. 

·Dr. Burney, in his researches into the history of music, ascer
tained that the first dramatic representation in Italy was a spiritual 
comedy, performed at Padua in l'l43. In 1554, were printed at . 
Rome, the statutes of a Company instituted in that city in 1264, 
whose chief employment was to represent the.sufferings of Christ 
in passion week. 

In 1298, the passion was played at Friuli ; and the same 
year, the clergy of Civita Vecchia, on the feast of Pentecost, . 
and the two follo"•ing holidays, performed the play of Christ, 
that is of his passion, resurrection, ascension, judgment, and 
the mission of the Holy Ghost ; and again in 1304, they acted 
the creation of Adam and Eve, the annunciation of the Virgin 
Mary, the birth of Christ, and other subjects of sacred his
tory.a The Rev. Mr. Croft, and the Hon. Topham Beauclerc, 

cries of Lon, liw the King, they represented in the streets the good Samaritan, 
the wicked rich. man, the Paaio11 '!f Jtru, Chrut, and several other Mysttrie,, at 
the reception of our kioge. The psalms and prose devotions of the church were 
tbe opera oftho1e times, They walked in procession before those princes with 
the banners of the churche9> and eung to theil· praise hymns composed of ae
veral p8318gea of Scripture, tacked together, to make alluaionHo the principal 
action• of their reigna,-Mautrier,'-(Ba,le, Diel, lll't, Cbocquet.) 

a Warton, TOI, i. p. t50, 
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collected a great D\lmber of Italian mysteries; and at the ale Qf 

their libraries, Dr. Burney purchased many of the most ancient, 
which he speakt of as being evidently ~uch earlier than the dis~ 
covery of printing, from the gross man~er in which the subjects 
are treated, the ~oarseneu of the dialogue, and the ridic"1ous 
situation into which the most sacred persons and things are thrown.• 

., lo ISIS, Philip the Fair gave the most sumptuous entertain
ment at Paris ever remembered in that city. Edward II. and 
his Queen Isabella, croSlled over from England with a large re-
tiooe of nobility, and partook of the magnificent festivities. The 
pomp and profusion of the banqoettings, the variety of the a~use
ments, and the splendour of the costume were unsurpassed. On 
each of the eight days the princes and nobles changed their dresses 
three times; while the people were sometimes entertained with 
representations of the Glo,y of the bleued, at other times with 
the Torments of the damned, and with various other spectacles, 
especially the Processioti of Reynard the Fo:r.• In 1~, by an 

'edict of Charles VI. dated Dec. 4th, the mystery of the concep
tion, passion, and resurrection of Christ, was performed at St, 
Maur~ about five miles from Paris. It was written by Jean 
Michel, who-died in 1447. At the Council of Constance, in the 
year 1417, the English fathers gave a mystery of the massacre of 
the Holy Innocents. In this play a low buffoon was introduced, 
desiring of his lord to be dubbed a knight, that be might be pro
perly qualified to go on the adventure of killing tbe mothers of 
the children of Bethlehem, which was treated with the most ridi
culous levity. The good women of Bethlehem attacked the 
knight-errant with their spinnin~-wheels, broke his b.ead with their 
distaffs, abused him as a coward and a disgrace to chivalry, and 
sent him home to Herod as a recreant champion, with much ig-

• nominy." Le Miatere de la Paasion de Notre Seigneur, done to 
tf\e life, as the same is figured round the caur of Notre Dame, at 
Pari•, was performed on the entrance of the kings of France and 

• Bumey'a Hist. of Musit", Yol. iii. p. ~. 
• Hiatoire de Paria, fol. p. 5fl. e Warton, i. 242. 
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Eogiand into tbat capital, on December 1,. 1420, in the street 
Kalehde, be(ore the palac~, upon a rais~ licaffotdiog about one 
hundred paces in length, reaching from the said street Kaleiide 
fo th~ wall 'of the pala'ce." Le Misten de la Pamoli de Saint 
Georgt, was represented • by the Parisians in the Hote1 de 
Nelle, during the festival of the Pentecost, being the last day 
of May, in order to shew their love to the King of England, his • 
queen, and atl the nobles of the said country. On the 8th of 
September, 1424, Le Mistere du vieil Testament et du notrvel, 
was performed by the youths of Paris, placed like statues against 
a wal1, without speech or sign, at the entrance into Paris, of John 
Duke of Bedford, Regent of France. Le Mistere depuis la 
conception Notre Damejusque Joseph la mena en Egipte; was 
performed on a scaffolding before the Trinity, reaching from be
y<>nd St. Saviours' to the end of the street called Ernetal. This 
was at the entrance of Henry VI. of England into Pam as kibg 
of Fralii::e, on the first Sunday of Advent, being December the 
2nd, 14SI, /Tengeanct Je la Mort de N. S. J.C. et destruc• 
tion de la 1Jille de Jerusalem par l' Empereur Y e,pa,ian et Tit• 
was performed, presented befo~ Charles VIIJ.b • In 1486, the 
mysteries of the nativity, passion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
were acted at Poictiers, w_ith great magnificence.c 

a Printed in 4t'o, 
b '.l'he printed copiea ol" this and the three preceding myateriea specify the 

time of their representation. 
• Black letter, folio, 1491. Bayle Diet. art, Bouchtl. 
'lbere are two French Mysterie,, entitled, 1; Lt Je11 et Myalere de le s-t, 

Hollie, mis par penonnaige,, en rime Fram;oiie. Paril, Jilaa BOlf/tnU, black 
letter, t6mo. !nd. Le Mgner, de la &Wt Hodit, blatlt l~Uer, l!mo. pltyed 
by twenty-am persons. After tlie title page are tbeae four linea, 

Li aes ce fait, grand et petit, 
Comment un fanx et maudit Juif, 
i.apida moult cn1ellement 
De l'Antel re tre1 Saint Sacremeut. 

It appem tl!at. in almolt nery uatlon ill Enrope the lilly Jen ban perpe
trated Cl'lltltiea QD t'eellllg wafen aud conaciou cruciflxee. In the pre,ent 
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lo the Roy-1 Library of. Paris, No. 4850, is Le M!Jilert ad , 

la pauion Je1u1 Chrisl; Paris, printed by Antoine Veranl, 1490, 
folio. This is a fine copy on vellum with every page richly il
luminated, and containing a MS. note io French, purporting to 
be an extract from an old Chronicle, entitled, ' Histoire de Met;,; 
veritable,' whence it appears that its performance was att~ed 
by many foreign lords and ladies whose names are specified, aod 
that there were lanthorns placed in the windows during the whole 
time of the plays: but the most curious part of the MS. ,note_ is, 
that, ' in the year 1437, on the Srd of July was represented the_ 
game or play, de la Passion, N. S. in the plain of Veximiel, 

year, tau, I compiled an account of the Maraitiloa, HOii. ,,,.,.,.,cl by Ii• 
Jn. al Paril, under the reign of Philip the Fair io 1!90, In the preface 
to that pamphlet it i1 affirmed that tiie people of Bnwela every year, on the 
anniversary ef St. Hubert the patron of dogs, get bread, with attestations 
aigned by the magistrates, certifying that it ha been COIMCl'8ted by the prieet, 
and that they giH every dog in Bruuela this holy bread, to AV!S him from di,. 

temper throughout the year. Aa thia ia the only opportllllity I shall have of re
moving some doubts as to the accuracy ofmy statement, I aubjoio the copy of 
an original certificate attached to the bread conaecrateci and aold for the 
dogs lut year. The original ia in my polllllion: the practice itaelf qn be 
•eri6ed by any resident at Bl'Ullela. 

(CoPY.) 
Js aovs SIGKE, diclare avoir beni et touchi II l'Etole miracule11.1e do glo

rieoae SAINT HUBl:RT, Ap&tre dee Ardennea, lea baguea, chapelets, midaillea, 
crois, cteun, chriats, colliers, bouclea d'oriellea, petits llvrea, petits corneu de 
dhotion, et autrea beatillea relati,ea a la pieuae confiance dee fidelea a le 
grand Saiot, dont eat portellle M-'RIII: JoaEPH PoT1Ea, epo11.1e de Coa•ELII 
JoSBPB, Marechal, domiciliie a Broxellea, 

Votiun tacio R'dia Confratribua haa viauris ha!c Nnmiamata 
-.ere benedicta et miracui,.ie Stolae contacto Luatrata. at 
aupra, etc. 

Deline II St. Hubert, le ta Janvier, 1821. 
L. S. V. Tuo11B Aumonier de l'Egliae du v,uad St. Hubert. 

Vo, pare Bourguem11tre Priaidenl de la Rigence cle la Vdle 
de Saint Hubert, pour Ugalbation de la Signature de Mon
aieur Tbome, aia de88111 Vicaire et Aumonier de l'Egliae du 
Gaun SAINT HuBBaT. 

L. S. Saint HIibert, le t8 JuYler,-11!1 . 
. N. EnftlllT. 

" 
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'When the park was arranged io a very noble manner, for there 
· were nine . ranges of. seats in height, rising by degrees ; all aro~~d 
and behind were great and long seatsfor the lords and ladies .. To 
represent God was the. Lord Nicolle, Lord of Ne\Jfc~atel, in ' 
Lorraine, who was curate of St. Victor of Metz ; he was · nigh 
dead u .. n the cross if he bad. not been assisted, and .it '\Vas det~r
mined that another priest should be placed on the cross to coun
terfeit the personage of the crucifixion for that day; but on .the 
following day the. said curate of St. Victor counterfeited the r.e-
1urrection,. and performed his part very highly during the pl~y. 
Another ·priest, who was called Messire Jean de Nicey, and was 
chaplain of Metrange, played Judas, and was nearly dead while 
banging, for his heart failed him,wherefore he was .very quic~ly 
11nhung and carried off:: and there t4e Mouth of Hell was v~ry 
well dqoe; (or it opened, and shut when the devils required to 
enter and come out, and had two large eyes of steel. a It ,furt~er 
appeai:s from the MS. note that they played on the 17th of Septem~ 
ber of the same year in the same place, La f engeance de N. S. 
J. C.' and that ' the same Lord Nicolle was Titus in la 1' enge
ance,' who nearly lost his life in la Pasafon. 
, On .the i7th of May, 1509, was performed at Romans, in 
Dauphiny, before the Cordeliera' church, the Mystery of the 

• This Mouth of Hell ia figured in Hearue'a print opposite p. 138 of the pre
sent work. Hell is often shown io this way at the present time, It ia so de-
1igned in a wood cot to the Christmas carol of ' Dives aod Lazarus.' A sick 
man io a wig 'lies on a bed, ·with a clergyman prayiog beside him ; tlie indis
posed penon ia Dives, for whom the Mouth of H,U is wide open in a lower cor
ner of the room, while Lazarus repo~ in Abraham's bosom in the comer above. 
Aa it i1 by no means an nncommon tarm, so it appean to have been conceived 
in au early age. The fine east window ot'York Cathedral, on which ia painted 
almost the whole history ef the Bible, contaioa the fioal doom of the wicked ; 
and l&tU i3 tbia enormo09 month. ·There ia also a representation of hell u 
a mo~•~oDI mouth vomiting fonh flames and 1erpenta, with two figures walk
ing into it, trampling over the naked body of a third lyiog prostrate, on an an
cient baa relief in the west front of Lincoln Cathedral, which was founded in 
1088, Gough conjectures the workmanship to be more ancient than the cathe
dra~ a_nd thinks it wu ' brought from some old church and placed in this 
frtnt wbeu it was fint built.' Jt is engr~ved in his C11md1n, vol. ii. p. S6Q, 

T 

Digitized by Google 



174 

Three Dons. In this religious play, which lasted _three days, there 
are emissaries who undertake very long j<iumeys, and must cO'tne 
back before the play can be ended. The atene, besmeared with 
the blood of the three martyrs, the Dou,, is sometimes at Rome, 
aometimea at Vienna, soon after at Lyons, and at other times in 
the Alps. The stage constantly represents hell and }ilradiee ; 
and Europe, Asia, arid Africa, are cantoned in three to,vers. 
S~me metaphysical beings are moat curiously personified. Dame 
Silence, for instance, speaks the prologue; Human Succour, 
Divine Grace, and Divine Comfort, are the supporters of the 
heroes and heroines of the piece, while Hell exhibits monsters aod 
devils, to frighten the audience. They ate constantly abuaitig 
Proserpine, who is introduced with all the trappings ofTartarean 
pomp into this performance, where there are no less than ninety
two dramatis person~, among whom are the Virgin and God the 
Father.• 

The story of Le Mystere du Checalier qui donne sa Pi!mrm 
au Diable, played by ten persons in 1505,~ is of a dissipated 
knight reduced by his profligacy to distress and wickedness. In 
bis misfortunes the devil appears and proposes to make him richer 
than ever if be will assign his wife that the dem may have her in 
seven years. After some discussion the knight con'sents, bis pro
mise is written out, and be signs it with bis blood. The seducer 
then stipulates that bis victim shall .teny bis God ; the knight 
stoutly resists for a time, but in the end the devil gaina bis point, 
and emboldened by success ventures to propose that the knight 
aball deny the Virgin Mary. This, however, being a still greater 
sin, be refuses to commit it with;> e utmost indignity and vehem
ence, and the devil walks off baffled. At the end of seven years, 
the promise being due, the devil presents it to the knight, who, 
considering it a debt of honour, prepares to discharge it im
mediately. He orders his wife to follow him to a certain •1fot, 
but on their way she perceives a church, which after obtaining 

" Gtncral Ewning Port, Sept. 29, 1787, from a MS. at Romans. ._ 
~ Blacl~ letter, limo. j'!"" •· .... 

, 
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her ,ht1~ban~'s pe1m1ss100 she enters, for the purpose of offer .. 
ing . her devotion; while thus en~ed the Virgin Mary, recol
lecting the knight's unsullied allegiance to her, assumes the sem
blance, of his wife, ·and in that character joins him. The moment 
that theJ ~!)th appe~; before the devil he perceives who he has to 
deal '!f) and upbraids the unconscious knight for attempting to 
deceive him. The knight protests his ignorance and astonish• 
~e'!t, which ~e Virgin corroborates b,1 'telling the d_evil that it 
was her own plan for the rescue of two souls from his power, and 
she orders him to give up the knight's promise. He of course 
obeys so high an authority, and runs off in great terror. The 
Virgin exhorts the knight to better conduct in future, restores his 
wife to him, and the piece concludes. 

In the reign of Francis I., 1541, the performance of a grand 
Mystery of the ,dcls of the Apostles; was proclaimed with great 
solemnit,Y, and acted at Paris for many successive days before the 
nobility, clergy, and a large assemblage in the Hotel de Flandres, 
T~ese plays written in French rhime by the Brothers Greban, 
were prin~~~ in 2 vol~. foHo, black letter, under letters patent of 
the king to William Alabat, a merchant of Bourges. The dra~ 
matis persome were, God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the 
Virgin and Josa1h, Archangels, Angels, the apostles and disciples, 
Jewish priests, Emperors, Philosophers, Magicians, Lucifer, 
Satan, BeJzebub, Belia~ the attorney-general of hell, Cerberus the 
porter, and a multitude of other cel~tial, terrestrial, and infernal 
personages, amounting altogether to four hundred and eighty-five 
characters, Though the scenes df these plays were chiefly scrip
tural, yet many were from Apocryphal New Testament subjects" 
and the whole exhibition waAa strange mixture of sacred and 
profane history. A scene in which t~e SP,irit of God descends 
in a cloud upon the Apostles as tongues of fire, directs that, 
'here a noise should be made to imitate thunder resounding 
through paradise.' In the Play of Pentecost, Mary being assem
bled with the eleven apdltles and the disciples, altogether one 
hundred and eleven persons, the deficiency in the number of the 

,sties through the treachery of Judas, is supplied by P~ter . , 
• 
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holding two straws unequally cut' beriveeu his finger and thumb, 
from which one being drawn, the lot fell upon Mathias. This 
and other scenes which are to be found elsewhere,• may convey 
aome idea of the absurdity and grossness exhibited under the go
vernment of Francis I. ; yet these plays are enlivened by bold
ness of incident, and occasionally there is an unexpected,tender
nesa and delicacy of expression. In the Assumption of the Vir
gin, she is thus addressed by one of the celestial messengers sent 
to convey her to he~ven-

Miclaul, Venez llz et r01e dealite, 
Trea precieuae Marguerite, 
Clere resplendiaaant et belle, 
Venez en la vie etemelle, 
Ou Jeana ntre fill habite • 

• 
Mary requests that before they take her soul, her body may be 

laid asleep ; she gently reclines herself and dies ; and virgins 
enter, and wrapping the body in a sheet, carry her away. • Ga
briel receives her soul, and while he holds it gives directions for 
the funeraJ. At his desire an anthem of joy is sung for the blessed 
Assumption, and a female then comes in and says,· they have 
stripped the body to wash it as in charity bound to do, but such 
u tbe splendor thereof, and the brilliancy issuing from her limbs, 
that it is not possible human eyes can sustain it. Here they all 
ascend into paradise, and carry the soul of the Virgin with them. 

Bayle calls the Mystere des Actes Apoatres, itself 'a very rare 
and uncommon work.' He obtained the loan of a copy from Sir 
Hans Sloane in England, and largely describes the volume. It 
is, however, more curious. than rare. From the public instru
ments prefixed to the work, and' the circumstances related by 
Bayle, it is evident that there was much importance attached 
to these plays ; but it cannot so well be concewed from perusing 
them, as from the remarkable ceremonial of the public procla-

a Bayle givea long extracts that will aurprise mOlll readen, yet be juatly ob
aerve1, that ' they are not ao grotesque aa a multitude of other puaages,•-
Baylt!a Dkt. art, Chocquet, • • '• 
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mation for their performance, concerning which be says nothing. 
Probably from the extreme rarity of the curious descriptive tract, 
published at the time, Bayle had not seen it. On account of its 
scarcity I subjoin a translation of it entire: the words of the pro
clamation itself are retained· in the original French. 

• (TRANSLATION.) 

PuaLic •oTICB ••» PROCLAIIATIOW, /or ~ tA, MYITBRY oir TBB 

ACTS O.ll' THB APOIT£BI, ill tu ~ of Pana, IIIGIU Thta'lday tu 16th day of 
~. in tlat year 1540, by -dcf our Lord tA, x.,., Fu11c11 THE VIRIT 

qf tAil11«11te, and Au WonAip the ProllOd qf Pary,. To tu tllll ''"" _,,, Ollt-, 

- to '4kt tArir c""'-lera ill tAt p,r{Of'WUICe -.I tlu Mid My,t,ry. SoLD ..lT 

Pu11 in tu Street Neefu No,tn D4fllt, al the Sip q/ St.Job tAeBaptut, 11,ar 

BI. Gtllffl(foe dta ArdtM: in tAe 8/Jop qf Dt11y1 Jllfll>t, 1541. 
Ou the aforesaid day, about eight o'clock in the momlog, the people auem

bled in the Hotel de Flandres, the naual place for the performance of the Aid 
myatery. That i1 to say, as well the maoagera of the said my1tery, as ollicen 
of justice, plebeiana, and otherw ba,ing the regulation of theae; rhetoricians, 
and pntlemen of the long robe, u well 8' of the abort. 

Fint of all went aix trnmpetera huing banners to their pipea and bugle• 
bearing the royal arm,, amongtt which, as for safety, was the usual herald of the 
city accompanied by the aworn crier eatabliahed to proclaim all judicial procla
mationa in the aaid city, all being aoitably mounted. 

After these marched a number of aerjeanta and archera of the mayor of Paria, 
.habited in their hocketooa diapered with ailnr, wearing the li,erie, of the 
kiog and the eaid mayor. Theae .were to keep order, and to pruent the peo
ple preuiog io ; the archen were u o,uaJ well mounted, u io auch cues ia re
quired. 

Then afterward1 marched a number of the city officers and aerjeauu, u 
well of the merchants aa o( the better aort o( citize,11, habited in their robea
tben a party with the colours of the city, q11i ,ont It, 11ai,ire, d argrl lri«tllz, all 
well habited, 

Then followed two me■ appointed to make the said proclamation, dreued in 
black ail): Yelvet with hanging aleuea of three colonra, namely, yellow, grey, 
and blue, which ia the linry of the aforeaaid managers, and these were well 
mounted on tine bones, 

Afterwards came the two directors of the aaid mystery, rhetoriciaoa, one an 
eetleai111tic, the other a layman, both soberly clad and well mounted according 
to their atation • 

. Then followed after, the four maoagen of the said myatery, (Bamdils, Pot,, 
rein, Ltnlod, C/atllld,) habited in rich laced ■arceneta stitched on black ,el,et, 
well mounted on bones richly capariaooed. 

Allo after thia train marched four commialariea, inspectors of the Chatelet at 
Paris, monuted on m11lea with houainp, u followers of the Rid managers, 
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Ia tile aame order marched a great number of the citizeoa, merchants and 
other sentlemeo,oftbe city, u well in long u abort robes, very well IJ!OUUted1 

according to their state and circumatancea. 
It 1hould be noticed that at every cr011 way or public place wbare tbey 

made. the Hid proclunatio,i, tw~ of. tile ~" mllllf&4lr,. a,l,way,a joined with tbe 
two appointed to •e t~ procla~ti~n ; and, after tbe aaiJ six trumpeten, 
had aouoded three times, and the esbortatioo of the 'city herald made on the 
part of the kins and the mayor of ~ tile four penon1 aforeaaid made the 
IM'f)Clamatioll iD the maan• ~ foff!l.• illknir.u ·m, 

n, ~ Qid. P~g qf I~ ~~- '1f tA, '!li4 M.11.l!trH q{ t4« 
Adi '1 IIIA . .4,-.,,,_ ~ (o Ute_ (;il~Uf, lfa,e ~i/t cj!y 'I/, Pw .. _ 

Pour oe tumber en da'uable decoan 
En 001 joun -,a au biMiem dilc!ean 
A vom recours-le temp• 0001 adtooneete 
Pendant que Pais: estaot ootre 1ecoun 
Nous dictje coun ea Royaulmes ea coun 
En plaiaaot conn faiaom quelle aarreate 
La aaison preate a aouveot chaulve teate 
Et pour ce bonne1te ceune de catholicqaea 
Ou faict 1cavoir a 100 et crys publicqoe, 
Que dana Paris ung mistere sappreate 
Repreaentaot Actea Apostolicque1. 

No1tre boo Roy qne Ditlll ganle p~t 
Bien le C0111ent au faict impartiplaot 
Poaveir recent: de 100 auctoriUi 
Doot chucao doibt voaloir que ftoriuant 
Soo noble sang de1 fteun de Lya yauot 
Soit et croiamrt en aa falicite 
Vener, cite, Ville, Uoivenit~, 
Tout ea cit6 veoes geoa heroyC4f1181 
Oravea, cemeun, magistru, politicquea 
Bsseea vom aujeu de verit, 
Reprueotaot Acte1 Apoatolicqaea. 

L'oo y semood, Poetea, Orateon 
Vnu'• precepte1111, 11'eloqueoc:e Ama~ 
Poar directeu.ra <le ai ~cto entreptiae 
Mercoiooa, et au11i chroniquenn 
~~ea 11111eur1 de, barbares vaiqcqueun 
Et des erreun de langne mal aw,~~ 
L'beure e.t precise : on ae tie114ra 1•.-.iae 

M. .e~ (!~ al\ 1:Q»ert ~ tfJ&ie.111111 
:J,. el~QD d,ea plqa ~,•n•~~'lll~ 
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• Ea geste et volx an teatre reqni1e 
Repreaentant Actea Apoetolicque1, 

Vonloir n'avons en ce commencement 
D~ bate1neot fora preodre eueigoement 
Etjugemeilt iur chacun peraonnage. 
Par lea roolletz bailles entierement 
Et noir comment Ion jouera proprement 
Si fault cement : ou teste d'&Yaotage 
Mya ce partage a voatre eonaeil aaige 
Doibt tout courage hon lea cuenl"I pagaoicqoea 
Lotheriem, eapritz diabolicquee 
Auctoriaer-ce Miatere et ymage 
Repraeotant Aetea Apoatelicquea, 

Prince puissant sans toy toute rencontre 
Est mal eocootre et noatre cenne imparfaict 
Nona le prions qoe par grace ae monstre 
Pnia le meffaict de DOS chemins oblicqnes 
Pardonoea nous apres ce jen parfaict 
Represeotant Actes Apostolicques. 

End of the Pr~lamation. 

And for the fixing the day, and. the usual place for taking characters in the 
aaid Mystery, was signified to aH, that all should be on the feaat of St. Stephen, 
tbe first holiday in Chriatmu following, in the hall of the Pusion, the accns
tomed place for rehearsals and repetition• of the Mysteries played in the aaid 
city of Paris; which place, being well hung with rich tapestry chain and forms, 
ia for the reception of all persona -cf hone,t aud virtuous report, and of all qua
lities therein aaaistiog, u well as a great number of citizens and merchants and 
other persona, as well clergy u laity, in the presence of.the commi&aariea and 
officers of Justice appointed and deputed to hear the speeches of each pel"IOD• 
age; and t~eae are to make report, according to the merit of their well doing, 
aa in such case required, concerning which have a gracious reception; and 
from day to day, every day,ao to continue to do, until the perfectionof tbeaaid 
Mystery.• • 

'"The French title of this tract ia, • Le cry et proclamation publicqne: poor 
jouer le mistere des Actea dea Apoatrea, en la vine d~ Paris: faict le Jeudy 
aeiziesme jour de Decembre l'an mil cinq. cena. q11arat1te: Par le. coblmande 
meot dn Roy nostre sire Francoys premier de ce nom: et Monsieur le Pre't'ost 
de Paris affin de venir prendre Jes roollea ponr joner le diet miatere.-On lea 
Tend a Paris, etc. 1541.'-5 ieaves avo. 

By the Register of the Parliament of Paris, it appears, tbat on the 19th of 
December, 1541, tl1< Procvreur Gennal d" Roi 011 the one part, complained to 
the parliament against Francia Hamelin, (11oteire 1111 Cluutelel.de Pam,) Francia 
Pouldnin, (a tapestry-maker,) Leonard Choblets, (bntcher,) and John Lonvet, 
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It being the purpoee of theee sheets to give a mere sketch "1 
way of specimen of these performances, I pan at once to a mo-

(gardener 1nd ftoriat,) tbe andert■lten or managen of tbe M,.terJ of tbe .fcu 
'1 llw Apo,lln, on the other part: F!)r that tbe defend1nta ha,inc uadertaken to 
repre.ent Cwf, pc,ri011 and the Ael, '1 tlu Apo,lln, had employed mean and 
illiterate fellows to act, who were uot CDDDing lo tbeee mattera, aod to leng
then ont the time bad Interlarded apocryphal matten, anct by introdaciar 
droll• and farce• at the beginning and end had made the performance Jut ab:: 
or aeven mouths; by meu1 whereof nobody went to church, charity grew 
cold, and immoral e1tce11e1 were occaaioned: Aleo that at eight or nine o'clock 
in the morning the people left their pariah churcbea to take their aeall in tbe 
play-houae, and 1taid there till five in the afternoon, 10 that tile preachen ftod
ing nobody to hf'ar them left otl' preaching ; and cenerally, the pareooa of the 
pariahea, to have their paatime at the plays, ·let\ off' the afternoon prayen OD 

holiday,, or said them alone at noon, aod uen the king's d1aplains in the eba• 
pel of the homebold did the eame, and l'8JI them off' post hut, to be gone to 
tbe play•: Further, that the defeodauta played for lucre, and raised tbe price, 
which tbe fint year WIii twenty and tweoty-8,e crowns, the oeitt thirty and 
thirty-lilt crowna, ud tbe tben preaent year forty and fifty crown, of the am 
for every bo1t; tbat the play■ occasioned jooketting and eittraordinary eitpenaea 

among the common people ; that tbe contribntiooa to the poor bad diminiataed 
6000 lines during the 1i1t months that the play■ luted; and that aotwhbatand
ing all tbia, one Roger, a fialueller, with a cupenter, a cobbler, and othen, ia 
order to get money &om the people, bad undertaken to act the OU T1dUMIII 
out year: wherefore the king'• attorney-general bad •topped their proceed
ing■. lo amwer to thia, the coamel on the other i;ide said, he appeared not for 
the company who showed tbe Ael• qf llu Apo,tla, but for I be new company ot 
tbe Myatery of the 014 n.i.-t, in whose behalf be amwered, that the king, 
two yean before, baving aeen tbem act the Myatery of llw p__,, and been 

. informed how well they played the Aet, qf tl&a Apo,lla, and that it wu worth 
bia while alto to aee the representation of tbe Old r,.,-.,.,, Roger being 
pre,eot, promiaed the king to get the Old Te■tament acted, to which hia ma
jesty accorded and granted him hia letten patent for the parpoee. Whereupon 
by theae letten patent it appeared to the parliament that the new company in
formed the king tbat what they did wu out of devotion, and to edify the peo
ple, whereaa their quality ud circomataoces declared that their object wu 
gain ; and that in tbe Old Ttll-tlll are many things not 10 proper to he deelarea 
to the weak and eimple people, lest for want of uodentandiog they might be 
drawn in to turn Jew,. 'nierefore the parliament ordered tbe old company to 
pay to the poor of Paril eight hundred lines oat of their P.rofill for playing the 
~el• of tlu Apo,llu, and prohibited the new company to play the 014 Tt1llmatid 
till the king'• pleoaure lhonld be known.-Tbe record at length of these pro
eeeclinga in the original French ia at the end of R,..-•, Y'1t111 of Tra,eq. 
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dern writer, who mentioning the 11,eatre at, Li,bon, says that 
' Whitaker gives the following • account of a piece called the 
Creation of the World;' be does not tell · who ' Whitaker' is, 
nor can I, but the reader is presented with the account just as it is 
cited.-' On our entrance, we found the theatre nearly filled wit~ 
well dressed people, the front row of boxes full of ladies most 
superbly and tastefully dressed, their hair in braids and ornamented 
with a profusion of diamonds and artificial flowers, without caps ; 
and upon the whole making a very brilliant appearance. The 
band is a good one, and the theatre is worth attendil}g, ,vere it on 
no other account than to hear it. When the curtain drew up we 
saw the eternal Fathe~ descend in a cloud with a long white 
beard, with a great number of lights and angels around him : he 
then gave orders for the creation of the world ; over his head 
was drawn an equilateral triangle, as au emblem of the Trinity. 
The uext scene p~esented us with the serpent tempting Eve to 
eat the apple, and his infernal majesty, (the prince of darkness) 
paid the most exaggerated encomiums to her beauty, in order to 
engage ~r to eat, which as soon as he had done, and persuaded 
Adam to do the same, then came a most terrible storm of thun
der and lightning, with a dance of infernal spirits with the devil in 
the midst, dressed in black with scarlet stockings, and a gold~ 
laced hat on his bead. While the dance was performing, a voice 
from behind the scenes pro11ounced in a hoarse and solemn man
ner, the word 'Jesus,' on which the devils immediately vanished 
in a cloud of smoke. After this, the eternal Father descended in 

-.:: 

great wrath without any attendaet, and called for Noah, (who by 
the bJe we were much surprised to see, as we did not know before 
that he was at that time in existence, however, appear he did,) 
who when he appeared, the eternal Father told him he was sorry 
he had, created such a set of ungrateful scoundrels, and that for 
their wickedness he intended to drown them altogether. Here 
Noah interceded for them, and at last it ·was agreed that he 
should build an ark, and he was ordered to go to t_he king's dock• 
yard in Lisbon, and there he would see John Gouzalvez, the 
master builder, for be preferred him to either the French or 

z 
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.EotJliala builden, (,_ proclac,cl great ""'4u,e), TIM eternal 
Father then went up to heaven,.aad Noah to build his ark.'.• . 

. The representation of a myttery aialted the D4,n,t,cl Sotllt, at 

• Tle Portfolio. By J. Jl.. late aptaia ill the Reyal IA111Uhire Militia, llbCI 
formerly of the Royal Foaileen. Egerton, 1811, t Yols. 8Yo. vol. i. p, 33. 

In the aame work there is au official document, a curious memorial of super• 
stitiou, which is anuesed for the reader'• amuaemeut. 

7rmulatioa of • Military Cerl?fkale ill btllalf of SI. Atllllan, ., II•~ palro• of a 
Rtgimotl. 

Db• Hsltovt.n AtcT&Mlo CAlU.os, Lieut,, Joeepb Maria de Alberqeerqae, 
Arujo de lligalebaeas Homeu1 noblemen to her majeety'• bouebeld, &c. &c. 
I do hereby atteat aud certify, to all wlao lball 1ee theae preaeuta, written by 
my command, and Aigoed at the bottom with my eign manual, and with the 
broad aeal of my arms, ctoae to my aaid signature, ·aod a little to the left ofit, 
that the Joni SAINT ANTBON'lr o/ U,6ofa, but fahely called Patlu, hu been in
lilted and bMi a place in tbia regiment eyer llioce the t.ui of>Jaoaary, of the 
year of our Lord Jesus Cbriat, 1688, u will appear more particularly below, 
I farther attest that the fifty,nioe within certificates, numbered from unity to 
the number 59, and with the cypher of my name set close to each number, do 
contain aild comprehend a true and flddlml relation of the miracles and odtt!t 
mloent e:nrcieea, the aaill St,.Aiodlony hu at different times rendered and 
performed io thia regiment, io consequence of his having a place io it, as at
tealed by many penoua now alive, of whoae veracity there can be no doubt. I 
do further certify upon my· word of honour, •• a nobleman, a knight, and a ca
tholic gentleman and ·e1irlstfao,-(aa by God's grace lam,) what hereunto tbt
Jowt: That haying read OYer and peroaecl attent!Tely all the papel'I, nete-booka, 
and regiatehl of~ regiment, enr since ita fint formation, and ha•mtJ CQJ>ied 

ont of the said papers nery thi~ relating to the aaid St. Anthony, it is de t1erbo 
ad ttrb11111, what follows here, for the truth of which I refer to the said books 
and papen lodged in the archl\'es of our regiment. That on the !4th of Ja. 
imary, 16881 by otdPr of hia majestf Don Pedro the Sl!eond, St. A•thouy ... 
ealiated as a private soldier ia thia i:eginieot of infantry of Ligoa, when it wia 
fint formed by command of the said prince, and of such enlistment there was 
a register found, which now exists in the first column of the register book of 
this regiment, folio 143, wherein he gaye• for his surety the queen of ang~Js, 
who became aoawerable. that he atiould not deilirt'flls coloon, but aln,e be
baye like a good soldier iu the repneot ; and thue did the aaiut continue to 
eene, and lo do duty.as a printe io the regiment, 1111til Sept. !69S, oo which 
day the aame prince by the decease of bis brother, Alfonso the Sixth, became 
king of Portugal, and on the aame • day ·111s majesty promoted St. Anthony to 
the rank of caplafo. (Then follow the miracles and eenices of St, Anthony 
for lhe good of the regtmeut,) 
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Turin, in 17!9, is evidence of so luge a s11bstrative DWI of so-
perstition as an Englishman can scarcely imagine to belong-to 
modem times. It was witoe888d by the Re9. Joseph Spence; 
who, in a letter to his mother, dated the 2d of Dec. in that year, 
and recently published in a very interesting work: gives a lively 
description of the curious performance. He says :-

' As I was walking one evening under the porticos of the street 
of the Po, I saw an inscription over a great gate ; which, as I 
am a very curious traveller, you may pe sure I did not miss read .. 
ing. I fo~nd by it, that the house belonged to a set of strollers, 
and that the inscription was a biH of the play they were to act 
that evening. You may imagine how surprised I was to nod it con• 
ceived in the following words : " Here under tbe porticos of the 
Charitable Hospital for such as have the venereal disease, will be 
represented tilis evening, The Damned Soul, anth proper lkcorll
tions." As this seemed to be one of the greatest curiosities I 
could possibly meet with in my travels, I immediately paid my 
threepence, was shewed in with great civility, and took my seat· 
among a number of people, who see111ed to expect the tragedy of 
the night with great seriousneas,-At length the curtain drew up; 
and discovered tile Damned Soul, all alone, with a melaucboly as
pect. She was, for what reaSOB I do not know, drest like a fine 
lady, in a gown oHlame-coloorecl satin. Sbe held a white hand
kerchief in her hand, which she epplied often to her eyes ; and in 
this attitude, with a lamentable voice, began a prayer to the holy 
and ever blessed Trinity to enable her k> speak her part well : 
afterwards she addressed herself to all the good Christians -in the 
room; begged them to attend carefully to what she bad to •y, 
and heartily wished they would be the better for it: she then 
gave an account of her life; and, by ~1er own confession, ap
peared ·to have been a very naughty woman in her time,-Thls 
was the first ,cene. At the ,econd, a back curtain was drawn, 
and gnve us a sight of our SavioUI' and &be blessed Virgin, amidst 
the clouds. The poor soul addressed herself to our Saviour first, 

• Spence'li Anecdotes of Boob and 1\-Ien bys. W. Singer, t8~0, avo. p. S!lt. 
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who rattled her extremely, and was indeed all the while very se
vere. All she desired was to .be sent to purgatory, instead of 
going to bell : and she at lut begged very hard to be sent into 
tile fire of the former for as many years as there are drops of 
water in the sea. As no favour was shown her on that aide, she 
turned to the Virgin and begged her to intercede for her. The 
Virgin was a very decent woman, and answered her gravely, but 
steadily ; ' that she had angered her 100 ao much, that she could 
do nothing for her;' and on this they both went away together.
The third ,cene consisted of three little angel11 and the damned 
IOUI. She had no better luck with them ; nor witli St. J oho 
the Bap&iat and all the saints in the f 0tu-th : so, in the jiftl,, she 
wu left to two devils, seemingly to do what they would with 
her : one of these devils• was very ill-natured and fierce to her ; 
the other was of the droll kind, and for a devil, 1 cannot ay but 
what be was good-natured enough, though be delighted in vexing 
the poor lady rather too mucb.-In fbe sixth 11cene matters be
gan to mend a little. St. John the Baptist, (who had been with 
our Saviour, I believe, behind the scenes) told her, if she would 
continue her entreaties, there was yet some hope for her. She 
on this again besought our Saviour and the Virgin to have . com
passion on her : the -Virgin was melted with her tears, and desired 
her son to have pity on her; on which it was granted, that she 
should go into the fire only for sixteen or seventeen hundred thou
sand years ; and she wait very thankful foi: the mildness of the sent
ence.-Tbe ,eventh (aud last) scene, was a.c!)ntest between the 
two infernal devils abovemeruioned, and her guardian.angel. They 
came in again; one grinning, and the other open mouthed to de
vour her. The angel told them that they should get about their 
business. He, with some difficulty, .at last drove them off the 
atage, aAd banded off the good lady, assuring her that all would 
be very well, after some hundred of thousands of years with her. 
-All this while, in spite of. the excellence of the actori:1, the 
greatest part of the entertainment to me was the countenances of 
the people in the pit and boxes. When the devils were like to 
carry her off, every body was in the utmost conateroation; and 
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when St. John spoke so obligingly to her, they were ready to 
cry out for joy. When the Virgiu appeared on the stage, every 
body looked respectful; and on several words spoke by the 
actors, they pulled off their hats and crossed themselves. What 
can you think of a people, where their very farces are religious, 
and where they are so religiously received ? May you be the 
better for reading of it, as I .was for seeing it !-There was but 
one thing . that offended me. All the actors, except the devil,, 
were w~men, and the person who represented the most venerable 
character in the. whole play, just after the representation, came 

· into the pit ; and fell a kissing a· barber of her • acquaintance, be
. fore she bad changed her dress. She· did me the honour to speak 

to me too; but I would have nothing to say to ber.-It was from 
such a play u this (called Adam and Eve) that Milton, when be 
was in Italy, is said to have taken. the first hint for his divine poem 
of Paraeise Lost. What small beginnings are there sometimes to 
the greatest. things !'• . • 

An obliging correspondent acquaints me with · the represen• 
tion of a Mystery that he saw wbeq a boy at Baniberg, in Ger
many, about the year 1783. 'The end of a house or barn being 
taken away, a dark hole appeared bung with old tapestry, tbe 
wrong side outwards; a curtain running along and dividing the 
middle. On this stage the Creation was performed. A stu
pid looking Capuchin personated the Creator. He entered in a • 
large foll bottomed wig, with a· false beard, wearing over the 
rusty dress of his order .a brocade morning gown, the lining of 
light blue silk being rendered vjsible occasionally by the pride 
that the wearer took to shew it, and he eyed his slippers of the 
same material with . equal satisfaction. He first came on making 
his way through the tapeslJy, groping about; and, purposely run
.oing • his head against posts, exclaimed with a sort of peevish 
authority,.' Let there be light!' at the same time pushing the ta-

a I have taken the liberty to alter some pecnliarities in the orthography of 
Spence's-letter. I should not ban extracted it entire from Mr. Singer's ,·ery 
plewnt volume, ifl1is author's narrative bad permitted abridgment. 

,, 
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pestry right and left, and disclonng a glimmer through linen cloths 
front c11ndles placed behind them. The creation of the sea was 
represented by the pouring of··water ·along the stage; and the 
mtking of the dry land, by the throwing of mould. Angels were 
penooated by girls and young prie8ts habited in dresses hired from 
a masquerade shop, to which the wings of geese were clumsily at
taebed near the shoulders. These angels actively assisted the 
character in the 6c,wered dre!lsing-gown in producing the stars, 
inoon, and sun. To represent winged fowl, a number of cocks 
anti hens were •fluttered about: and for other living creatures, 
IOllle cattle were driven on the stage, with a well shod horse, and 
two pigs having rings in their noses. Soon afterwards Adam ap
peared. He was a great clumsy fellow in a strangely shaped wig, 
arird being closely clad with a sort of coarse stocking, looked quite as 
grotesque as in the worst of the old wood cuts, and something like 
Orson, bot not so decent. He stalked about wondering at every 
thing, and was followed from among ~he beasts by a large ugly 
mastiff with a brass collar on. When he reclined to sleep, pre
panrtory to the production of Eve, the mastiff lay down by him. 
This occasioned some strife between the old man in brocade, 
Adam; and the dog, who refused to quit his post; nor ~outd he 
move when the angelS'tried to whistle him off. The performance 
proceeded to the supposed extraction of a rib from the dog's 
master, which being brought forwards, and sbewn to the audience, 
was carried back to be succeeded by .Eve, who in order to seem 
risiag from Adam's side, was dragged up from behind his back 
through an ill concealed and equally ill contrived trap-door, by 
the performer in brocade. As be lifted her over, the dog being 
&red upon frightened her by a sudden .snap so that she tumbted 

0upon Adam. This obtained a hearty,kick from a clumsy angel 
to the dog, who consoled himself by ·discovering the rib produced 
before, which being a beef bone, ·he tried his teeth upon. Eve 
was persooated bya priest of effeminate look, but aukward in 
form, with long locks, composed of something like strands of 
rope, which bung stiffly down the back, and were brougJtt round 
to fasten in front below the w11ist. So many years have elapsed 
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that I scarcely rec;ollect any more of. 1lus singular .aceae. B11t 
the driving of Adam and E,ve out of paradise was entrusted to , 
priest dressed as an angel, whose fiery pasteboard sword ~¥11 
angrily broken by Adam, ~ consequence of a blow be received 
from it on the bead, the angel prqduced from beneath his habit, 
his knotted captachin rope, which be so applied to Adam's back, 
as to effect his expulsion. I am sorry that l do not remecnber 
more of this strange performance, but I uaure you that I <lid 
not perceive any risibility among the audience, which was com
posed of persons of all ranks; I knew most of them, and with the 
exception of myself and the persons with me, I believe they were 
all Roman Catholics. However, I well recollect seeing also at Bam
berg a public procession representing the Passion, wherein Jews 
and Romans were dressed like Salvator Rosa's banditti, and wore 
French small swords. Every thing went off very quietly till it 
was discovered that some protestant students from Erlang had iu. 
sinuated lamp-black into tie holy water pots. This produced a 
desperate fight, in \\·hich the· cross was thrown down, and the 
young girls who walked in tbe procession scourging their naked 
back■, under a vow to continue this discipline to the end, made 
their way to the Amtmann's (headborough's) door, asking him in 
terror what they Wt!re to do, but lashing themselves all the time. 
At last the mischievous students were severely, and I must say, 
deservedly beaten; but the priest who bore the crosa and per
sonated Christ, had prudently escaped from the fray, and not be
ing found to conclude the performance, the rest of bis brethren 
persuaded a raw countryman to undertake his part. He did very 
well until be was to enact the crucifixion. This be found great 

• fault with, and stoutly resisted, insisting in no very. civil languap 
tba,t be must aud would go home. These exhibitions toek place 
ip the Jteigbbour~ood of the protestapt univeraities: of ij1:la,\lg l,IAI 
Altona, where .they were the objec;~ of as much .ridrcqle as, fro,a 
~ciept lllllge, ~y were th~ J~ of cittholicAd~ . .,C., 
tom is an amalgam of aeaae and.folly,,and slwuld be WIii._ as 
jealously,!ls the Inquisition, which, after its ~tablillhment, ~m• 
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mitted the moat horrible cruelties without exciting sympathy; for 
custom alone, in proceu of time, rendered the mind i11diff'erent to 
its dreadful barbarities.' - • 

It might be supposed that mysteries had made their last ap
pearance on any stage ; yet tlie author of Lellah Rookh records 
the performance of scriptural and apocryphal subjects at Paris, in 
the year 1817. One of his later pieces a introduces an Englillh 
girl, in that metropolis, relating, epistleways, to her female friend 
in England, that at 

They call it the play-house-I think-of St. Martin, 
Quite charming-and ver!I religious-what folly 
To say that the French are not pious, dear Dolly, 
When here one beholds, so c()rrectly and rightly, 
The 7'estament turo'd into melo-drames nightly; 
And, doubtless, so food they're of scriptural facts, 
'fbey will soon get the Pentate•h • up in five acts. 
Here Daniel, in pantomime,t bids bold defiance 
To Nebuchadnezzar and all bis stutf"d lions; 
While pretty young Israelites dance round the prophet, 
In very .thin clotb1ng, and but little of it:-

• The Fodge Family in Pana, p. 42 and p. t"5. ., 

* [' The Old Tesiament, says the theatrical critic in the "Gazette 
de France," is a mine of gold for the managers of our small play
houses. A multitude crowd round the theatre de la Gaiete every 
evening to see the Pauage qf the Red &a.' 

• In the play-bill of one of these sacred melo-drames at Vienna, we • 
find Tl,e Yoice of G-d by M. Schwarts.'] 

t ['Apiece, very. popular last year, (1817,) called Daniel, ou la 
Fo,se auz Lion,. The following scene will give an idea oftbe daring 
sublimity of theae scriptural pantomimes. "Scene 20.-La fournaise 
devient un berceau de nuagea azures, au fond duquel est un grouppe 
de nuage. plu1 lumineux, et au milieu Jdwoala au centre d'un cercle 
de l'IIJ'ODI hrillant, qui annonce la preaeoce de l'Eternal." '] .. 
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H.,.._ mgr41Ul/" wlJo ·.i.ilJ,, in tbia IQl'iptural IJlllh, 
A, the bely SUJanM, withoetev-'oa relic 

• Of drapery round her, eomes out of thie bath 
In a manner that, Bob says, is quite .Eve-angelic ! 

Tb this· late instance of such .performances may be annexed, 
a recent proceeding before the tribunal of Correctional Police 
at Paris. In October, 1822, M. Michelot, the editor of the 

. Mitoir, was accused of having outraged the religion of the 
state, by publishing an article which consisted principally of a 
letter written from Dieppe, in the following terms:-' Travel
ling SAows.-You must remember to have seen at St. Cloud, 
certain tents in which monkeys, learned dogs, and other pheno
mena, are shown to such persons as feel interested in these m~t~ 
ters. Walking on the port the other day with some friends, I 
proposed that we should enter a tent of this kind to see what ani~ 
Dials it contained. We appr9ached one, and heard the crier, a 
trumpet in his hand, calling to the people, and, with the voice of 
a Stentor, ~nouncing that the show ~ould commence immedi
ately, and that it would be still more wonderful than any that had 
before been exhibited. " Walk: in," said be," Ladies and Gen
tlemen; you will see the Birth of our Samour, the Doubts of 
Joseph about the Virgin Mary, Ait wife, the Passion, tke Re
surrection, &c." We rushed in, and obtained the front seat with
out caring for0 the price, which, however, was full sixpence. The 
curtain was soon drawn up, and I saw all the family of Puncli 
transformed into Jews, Pharisees, and magicians. The virgin 
appeared, and was put to bed and delivered ~itbout the pains of 
childbirth. Joseph, who did not understand tliis aff'air, called his 

• ipoui,e some hard names, that mightily pleased the audience, 

• [Madame BegrtMd, a finely formed woma1i, who acts in Sr#anna 
alltl tM Elders.-L' A1110Uf' n la Folie, 8fc.] a 

a a,__, BlpatJ Jatel1 Jet\ "1•· pitea-audietleee aal eoogreptio1111 of die 
Tbeatre de la Porte• St. Martin. aacl,thll eathelieaHiC111aries at Paris, for 1111 
enpgemeut 11t the Kio ... Tbeatai1 ~dill¼ ~l,lere the apoceyP.~ •torr of 
Suaatia ad IIN tldn-• ii not acted " for ezample of life aad illatruetion of 
maooera." 
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which wu chiefty compc>ted of the inhabitants of the port. " You 
aee," said a married woman who eat behind me, '' that the in
justice of husbands preceded the birth of the Saviour." This 
reflection diverted those who beard it. The" Pa,noa" followed 
what we bad just seeu. The character of Judas was admirable; 
however, every body seemed to be of opinion that it was common, 
and might be met with every day. Herod, with a doctor's cap 
on bia head, interpreted very badly, and discovered in the Jeut 
actions of our Saviour sufficient cause for his crucifixion. Pontius 
Pilate washed his bands of the business with an air the most be
coming and indifferent imaginable. The show, accortliog to the 
announcement, finished with the Besurrection. The spectators 
retired, cracking a thousand jokes, upon the puppets changed int~ 
Jews and Romans, and I for a moment imagined myself carried 
back to that remote period of which Boileau speaks, when· an 
ignorant troop of strollers represented mysteries on temporary 
acaff oldings-

" Et eottement dl~e en ea almplicit~, 
Joo!lit lea Minta, la Vierge, et Dien par pi~t~.' "' 

Tbe llrtkle concluded by some reftections on the abuse of this 
kind of spectacle, aqd the J{ing's Advocate, after minutely cri
ticiaillg it, called for the condemnation of M. Micht:!ot, its ac
knowledged author. M. Chaix d'Eat Ange, advoc11te for M~ 
Micbelot, offered to prove that the scandalous spectlcle described 
by the au~or was really exhibited, and contended that the descrip
tion was unaccompanied by comments. Upon which the tribunal 
gave judgment, that the article entitled, ' Travelling Shows,' waa 
only a descriptioD of a theatrical repre11entatiot1 which took place 
in the town of Dieppe, a fact not denied by the public prose- • 
cutor, and that the object of the article was not to outrage or. 
turn into ridicule the religion of the state, but rather to shew the 
impropriety and the abuse of theatrical representations of holy 
myateries, and to denounce them, if not to authority, at least to 
public opinion. The complaint wu therefore dismissed. 

The theatre of Strasburg, in 1816, exhibited an improve• f 
ment on the ancient performance of mysteries. • It consistect 
of scenes accurately repreaenting particular events in the life \ 
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of Christ from the best pictures of the great masters. Not a 
word was spoken, and there was very little motion : the harmo
nica, an instrument of dulcet sound, coucealed from view, played 
ncred tunes, and occasionally the plaintive voices of females sung 
in parts. In this way were successively exhibited, the annuncia
tion by Guido; the adoration of the shepherds, after Domeni
chino ; the offerings of the wise men, by Rembrandt ; the raising 
of the widow's son, by Da Vinci; the disciples at Emmaus, by 
Titian; the last supper, by Guido; the washing of the disciples' 
feet, by Rubens; the scourging, after S. Rosa ; the crowning 
with thorns, by Spagnoletto ; the crucifixion, by Rubens; tbe 
descent from the cross, by Raphael ; and the Resurrection, after 
An. Caracci. The representation was remarkably impressive.• 

A geutleman educated in the Jesuits' seminary, belonging to 
the cathedral of the same city, Strasbourg, informs me that it 
was, and still is the custom, during the space of a fortnight pre
vious to the vacations of that seminary, for the scholars to per
form sacred plays,· in the Latin language; and, in particular, he 
well recollects, the representation in 1769, of the principal sub~ 
jects in the Old and New Testament, commencing from the 
creation, and ending with the crucifixion, when he himself played 
Pilate, and bis brother Christ, before audiences of the first rank 
and opulence. The Old Elector Theodore of Bavaria, espe
cially patronized this species of entertainment, and preferred it 
to the legitimate drama. The inhabitants of Munich, Strau
bingen, lngolstadt, Passau, and moat of the towns on the right 
of the Danube, witnessed these exhibitions every Sunday during 
Lent, until the FrEinch interrupted them ; but they have since 
been restored, and the Annunciation, Incarnation, and other Mys-
teries are regularly played, at the theatre for concerts and ora
torios in Munich. If I am not misinformed the sermons of Fa
ther _Parhamer, a Jesuit at the court of Joseph I. contain very 
remarkable anecdotes concerning these plays at that period. In 
the time of the Empress Maria Theresa, they were eucouraged 
by the royal prese~ce, attended by the court, and bad the· patrJn-

• Black wood's Magazine, Nov. 1 817. 
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age of her gMemment. At Berlin, in 1804 and :;, the gta11d 
1acred comedy of David, in five acta, with 1,attles and chort11tt, 
was performed by the comedian, ijn the National Theatre. 
Throughout March, April, and May, 1810, the same play wu 
represented at Vienna ; and while the Congren was held there 
in 1815, it was again performed with the utmost poseible splen
dour. The back of the stage, extending into the open air, 
gradually ascended to a distance sufficient to admit . carriages and 
horse,, and the evolutions of at least five hundred Auetrian 
aoldiers, infantry and cavalry, who, habited in the characters 
of Jew• and Philistines, carried muskets and carbines, defiled 
and deployed, charged with the bayonet, let off their fire-arms, 
and played artillery, to repre.seot the battles described in the 
.Book of Kings. The Emperor Alennder of Russia, the king 
of Prussia, and other monarchs, with their ministers, and the 
representatives of different courts, at the Congress, attended these 
plays, which were exhibited at the great theatre An der Wien 
to crowded audiences, at the usual prices of admi1Sion. 

Dr. Burney says, it is certain that the modem tragedy is taken 
from the mysteries, and that the Oratorio is only a mystery, or 
morality in music. The 'Oratorio commented with the priests ef 
the Oratory, a brotherhood founded at Rome in 1540, by St. 
Philip Neri, who in order to draw youth to cb11rcb, had hymns, 
pealms, and spiritual songs, or· cantatas, sung either in chorus, or 
by a single favourite voice. These pieces were divided into two 
parts, the one performed before the sermon, and the other after 
it. Sacred stories, or eTents from scripture, written in verse, am 
by way of dialogue, were set to illusic, and the first part being 
performed, the sermon succeeded, whic~ the people were indueed 
to stay and hear, that tlrey might be present at the performance of 
the second part. The subjects in early times were the good Sa
maritan, the Prodigal Soo, Tobit with the angel, ,bis father, aod 
bis \\'ife, and similar histories, which by the excellence of Hle c<"b
position, the band of instruments, and the perf«mance, brought 
the. Oratory into great repute ; and hence this species of muactl: 
drama obtained the general appellation of Oralono. 
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VIII. THE BOY BISHOP-ENGLISH MYS
TERIES. 

• All this was done with solemnity ofcelebration and appetite ofaleeillg,' 
Grfg~. 

Sr. NtcHOLA'S, Bisb~p of M1ra i11 t+ie fourth century, was a 
saint of great virtue, and disposed so early in life to conform to 
ecclesiastical rule, that when an infaut at the breast be faated on 
W edoeaday and Friday, and .. 1ucked but ouce on each of these 

• days, and that towards ,night;• .Aft Asiatic gentleman sending 
his two sons to Athens for education, ordered thein to wait on 
the bishop for bis benediction. 01~ arriving at Myra with their 
baggage they took up· tlteir .lodgiug al 8Q ma, purposing, as 'ft ~-a.
late in the day, to defer their• ftSit tin the m•GW·;: hut 10 tire 

a Ribadeneira, ,ol. ii. p. 50S. 
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mean time the innkeeper, to secure their· effects to himself, killed 
the young gentlemen, cut them into pieces, salted them, and in
tended to sell them for pickled pork. St. Nicholas being favoured 
with a sight of these proceedings in a vision, went to the inn, and 
reproached the cruel lanrllord for bis crime, who immediately con
fessing it, entreated the Saint to pray to heaven for his pardon. 
The Bishop moved by his confession and contrition, besought 
forgiveness for him, and supplicated restoration of life to the 
children. He had scarcely finished when the pieces reunited, 
and the animated youths threw themselves from the brine-tub 
at the Bishop's feet: he raised them up, exhorted them to return 
thanks to God alone, gave them good advice for the future, be
stowed his blessing on them, and sent them to Athens with ~reat 
joy to prosecute their studies.• 

This miracle, were there no other, sufficiently accounts for St. 
Nicholas having been anciently selected by scholars and youth f?r 
their patron, as well as for the children of the choir selecting his 

• Rev. W. Cole, (in Geot.'1 Mag. •ol. slTii. p. tM.) from a Life of St. Ni
cbolu, 3d. edit. 4to. Naple■, 1645, See Bf'flltd, •ol. i. p. 8!5. The Salil
bory Miual of 1534, fol. suii. contaiD1 a prayer to St. Nicholas, before 
which la ao eogra•ing OD wood of the Biahop with the• children risin~ from the 
tub; but better than all, by a licence that artista formerly aunmed of rf'preaent
iug 1ncceain 1eene1 in the eame print, the landlord himeelf is ahowo in the 
ut of redocing a limb into eizea eoitable for hie me~enary purpose: to be ame 
tltere are only two children iD the etory, and there are three in the tub; but 
it i• fairly to be conjectured that the etory wu thought so good aa to be worth 
making a littie better. As St. Nicholas ie the patron of the company of Pariah 
Clerb of London, of whom from their former performance of Mysteries there 
will be oeeuioo to •peak hereafter, as well u the patron of echolan, who also 
repraeoted these religious playa and Jikewiee penonated the Boy Bishop, I 
have thought it 1eemly to precede the abOYe narration by a fac-aimile of the 
Mi18al cut. St. Nicholas ie likewiae the patron of sailors, for which there 
are reaaooe enough in Ribadeneira, if relations of miracles be reasons. That 
writer also ■aye of St. Nicholas that• being present at the Council of Nice, among 
t¥ee huodred .and eighteen bitllopa, who were there wembled together to· 
~ondemn the heresy of Arina, he llhone among them all with so great clarity, 
aod opioion of .. nctity, that he appeared like a 1un amongst 10 many 1tar,.'

Liw, ~,,.. Saitd,, YO), ii. P• 5117, 
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annivenary for the exhibition about to be described. Anciently 
on the 6th of December, the choir boys in cathedral churches" 
chose one of their number to mai~tain the state and authority of a 
bishop, for which purpose he was habited in rich episcopal robes, 
wore a mitre on his head, and bore a crosier in his hand ; bis fel
lows for the time being assuming the character and dress .of prieatl, 
yielding him canonical obedience, taking possession of the church, 
and except mass, performing all . the ceremonies and offices. 
Though the Boy Bishop's election was on the. 6th of December, 
yet, his office and authority lasted till the 28th, being lnnocenls 
d11y.~ From a printed church book containing the service oftbe 
Boy Bishop set to music,• we learn that on the eve of lunoe.enta 
day, the ~oy Bishop and his youthful clergy, in their cope,, and 
with burning tapers in their hands, went in solemn procession, 
chanting and singing versicles as they walked into the choir by the 

• west door_, in, such order that the dean and canons went foremosti 
the chaplains next, and the Boy Biobop with his priests iri the ia. 
and highest place. He then took his.seat, and the rest of the chilJ 
dren disposed themselves upon each side of the choir upon the up~ 
permost ascent, the canons resident bearing the incense and the 
book, .and the petit-canons the tapers according to the rubrick. 

• Brand, 'HI. i. P• 830, 
b Inooc,enta day beiug an 1111Dual commemoration of Herod's murder of the 

children, ' it bath been a c~tom, and ;yet, is elsewhere, to whip up the children 
11pon Inu11cent1-,tay morning that the memorie of thia murther might atick 
the cloaer; and, in a moderate proportion, to act over the cruelty again in 
kind.' This coatom ia cited from Gregorie, by Braud, wbo omita to mendori 
another which Gregorie states on the authority of u old ritual -belonging to 
the Abbey !)f Oseuey, communicated. to him by hia friend Dr. Gerard Lan1bain, 
the Provost of Queen's College, from which it appears that at tbe cborcb of 
Oaeney, ' they were wont to bring out upon thia day the foot of a child pre. 
pared after their fashion, and pot upon with red and black coloun, aa to aig• 
nify the di~mal part of that day. Tbey pot this op in a~ chest in the veatry, 
ready to be produced at tbe time, and to be aolemoly carried about the church 
"'be adorecl by the people,'-Grtf'Orie'..Wor1", 1684, 4to. (Bpi,copu .Pir,ronra 
iii Die lllllOMdi-,) p. U3, 

• Procllliooale ad IIIDm imipi1 et predare Eccleaie liuam, Roaomagi, 
1566, .to. 
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ACWnrds be.prooeeded to tlle akarofa.Holy.~,wl All 
..-., wliich he fint ceued, am neat the image of the ,Holy Tri
aity, bi1 priest, .all the wlaile ~. . Then they all cbamed a 
aiemce widt pnyen and llelpOOlel, and, in the like manaer taking hi, 
leat, the Bo, Bilbop repeated nlatation1, prayers, and venicles, and 
in caoclmieo gave hi1 beaediotioa to the people, the cbona1 anaWff. 
iat, D,o gmtiol. After he received his a-osier from the cl'08M88J'er 
odter ceremonit. were performed, ancl be chanted &he ~tnplyo ; 
blroing towiuds tbe 1•ic-e he delivered ao ubortatioal; and last of 
all Rid, ' Benedicat V oe omnipotent Deul, Pater-, et Fili111, et 
apiritm S.Ocu.' By the lta&ute of Swum no one wu to· in
tem,pt or prea upon the children dariqg their proc:eatioo or eer
tiee ja the aatla-.1, upen pain of aoadteaia. It appeen that 
• Boy Biallop at this cathedral held a kine of viaitatioa, aacl 
maintained a corre,pondiag s• ad prerogative ; end lae is Np

pcwed to have had power to dilpoM of prebende tlaat fell \lllcaot 
during his epucopac,. If IMt died \ftllaie tbe ••n~ he ,,.. 
buried. like other bilhopa ia his epiacopal : omaments, hie obee-
4111ies 1Nl'e solemnised: with great pomp, and a meoommt wu 
erected to lua memory, with bis epitcopal efligy. 

Aboat a hadred and fifty years ago a Boy-Bishop's monument 
in atone was discovered in Salisbury cathedral under the seat,' 
near the pulpit, from whence it was removed ka tlte north part ·of 
th. n.e bei.een the pillars, and C09ered O'f'er with a box of 
wood, to die great admiration of those ,tho unacquainted witla 
the anomalous character it designed to commemorate, thouabt it 
' llmost i~po8'ible that a biahop should .be 10 amall ia penon, 
or a. child .ao great ia .clothe,.' Gregorie, whe wu a prebendary 
of Salisbary, n!ates the finding of this monument, and. inserts a 
representation of it in his treatise from which the 11ketch. on. the 
en,u.in, page is a ~PY.,. 

• ~ (10),L p. •> .,. tlllllt c ~ la bil .-e1111t of die B,.,.,_ 
~ thought he had made a great dilcovery, aa4'~ lUo llalialar,-.1 

'l'Wa.if u ilc111flltt reprtN11tatioa, ~la I uou• the ..ah••• JlmH te .... H1 
accurate, and becauae Gregorie bad befo~e ~en contemptaoul7 apolla eE-,, 
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' The ceremony of the Boy Bishop is supposed to have existed 
u<?t only }n' collegiate churches, but in almost eve,ry parish. He 

•r ' •. ' • , • 

Bentley, in °bia aosw~r to Collins, as 'one Gregory.' There ia DO afi'ectation. 
of 'il •· great discovery'· in Gregory'• narrative ; and so far from his supposing' 
thatthe'Boy.Biabop-wu 'c'oofiued to Salisbury,' he addocesiustaoeeato the'. 
c.ont,J'a1ry, It ii :true, that at lint he di~ ~ot i.uow the occasion of the monunie11t 
tl\' e,. BJ/~ _t!J!.t thti bishop of the ,diocl!SP (Montagne) wishing ·him. to in.quirt 
further, he found in the statutes the title coucemiog the chorister-bishop, which 
directed° him to the· processional: yet he afterwards notices the same ~us
tom at York; cites Molanus as saying, ' that this bishop in some-'places dlcf 
rcditfi( . e~,: ~t 1PJJll)rte1 cilaauo -accip,re, receive rents, . f11p0n1, &c. diirin1 
b~ year, &c.' and that a c~orister-bisbop in the church of Cambray rliapoaed of 
a prebeod which fell void during bis episcopal assumption to his muter; and 
refen to tlie denunciation of the Boy Bishop by 0the council of Basil as a well 
known cuatom, i !DrrSbarpe '(Argum. io def. bf Christi11oity, svo. 175.5, p. 156,) 
qaotee 11im u ')lbeJnnied Mr. John Gregory. of Oxford,'. 

iB 
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and ttia companiom walked about in procenioo. A :statute of dae 
collegiate chureb of St. Mary Ol'ery, in 1SS7, reatrained one of 
them within the limits of bis own pariah ... On Dec. 7, 1 li9, the 
day after St; Nicholas'• day, lhe Boy Bishop in lhe chapel at • 
Heton,. near Newcastle upon Tyne, said •espers before Edward I. 
en bis vtay to Scotland, who made a considerable preaent to him 
and the other boys who sang with him. In the reign of king 
Edward II(. be received a present of nineteen abilling1 and aia
peoce for singing before the king in his priYate chamber on ln
aocenta day. Dean Colet in the statutes of the school founded 
f,y bim in 1_6'12, at .St. Paul's, espreuly orden tbat bis acbolara 
aball eYery Cbildermu (Innocents) day, 'come to Paulis Cburd,e 
and bear the Chylde-Byshop's eermon : and after be at the bygb 
muae, and each of them oft"er a peony to the Cbylde-Byabop : 
and with them the maiaten and aa"eyon of the acole.' By a 
proclamation of Henry VIII. dated July 22, 1542, the 1how of 
the Child-Bishop wai abrogated, but in the reign of Mary it was 
revi'fed. One of the flattering sooga IIIDI before that queen by 
the· Boy Biebop and priatecl, wu a panegyric oo her devotion, 
and compared her to Judith, Esther, the Queen of Sheba, ad 
the Virgin Mary. The accounts of St. Mary at Hill, Londoa, 
in the 10th Henry VI., and for -1549,aud 155.0, contain char,es 
for the Boy Bishop, of those yean. At this period his eati•
tion seems to hne been undiminished; for on No•. IS, 1554, 
the Bishop of London issued an order to all the clergy of his 
diocese to have a Boy Biebop in procession ; and in the _aame 
yar he weat about SL Andrew's Holborn, aad St. Nicbolaa.Olaves 
in Bread-street, and other parishes. In 15.56, the Boy Bishop 
again went abroad singing in the old fashion, and was itceivecfby 
~y ignorant but well-disposed persom into their. bC?usee, •~d 
lwl much good cheer. .. " , 

Warton a8irms that the praetice of elec:riag· • Boy Bishop 
subsisted in common gratnmar-schools ; for St. Nichota• as the 
patron .of acholari bas a d!>uble f~ast at Eton ~liege, ~h~re,°, ~ 
the papal tima, &be dolo,, ('° ••oid ineerlerils,1t1 it ehould_.. 
with the Boy Buhop of the college on St.: Nichol• cta,-) .tecced 
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llleir Boy Biiilop on S(. Hugb's dary, in the month of November. \ 
• -Br1tnd is of opinion that the anniversary montem at Eton, is only 
a corruption of the • cere~ooy of the Boy Bishop and bis com
·paoions, 'who by the edict of Henry V HI. being prevented from 
mimicking any longer their religious,, superiors, gave a new.-face 
fo their festivity; and began their present play at soldiers, and 
electing a captaiu. :Even within the memory of person, alive when 
Brand wrote, the montem was kept-in the winter time.a little be
fore Cbrist111as, although it is now kept on Whii Tueaday. A 
·former provost o( the school remembered when the scholars were 
accaatomed to cut a passage through the snow from· Eton to the 
hill called· Salt-hill. • After the proceuion had arrived, the chap
lain with his clerk used to read prayers, and then, at the con
clmion, the chaplain kicked the clerk down the hill .• 

. During the period of gloom· that 11Ucceeded the fint ages of 
eccleeiutjcal power, we have seen the nature of the diversions it 
provided for the people on the continent; and that one of them, 

· &he ceremony of lhe Boy Bishop, wu .practiaed ia: the churches 
here. From the aame source Eoglad derived the precursors 
of its regular drama, the M!Jllmu. The first trace of theatrical 
repretentation in this country is recorded by Matthew Paris, who 
.wrote about 1240, and r.elate• that Geoffrey, a learned Norman, 
muter of the school of the .Abbey of DUOBtable, compoeed • the 
play of St. Catharine, which was acted by bis s~bolars, Geoffrey's 

• a Brand, _Warton, and Gregorie, ft-om whom, widr the exceptions noted, 
theN partiAlan are taken, may be coaaolted for further information cooeero
-, die a., BWop. Brand bu allo pre1enecl tbia Ezlrcetfro• IIN St. J..d• 
. Clinnaicle, ofNov.16 to 18, 1797 :-' From Zug in Switzerland, it ia obsened, that 
the annual procealion of the Fete of llu Billu,p and Au &lwlan, ·on the fair-day 
ii 1nppreued by authority. Tile bishop it 1ee1111 was ~uly a scholar habited• 
aeb'. Goin, through the 1treeta, be WH preceded by a chaplain arryiog Ids 
enimer, ancrtbllewed by a fool in the 111aal co■tume, the latter allo carrying a 
ltd' with a bladder filled with peue. Other 1cbcilan, dreaed like canon■, 
with a military goard, made up tb·e proces■ion. After going to church, it was 
the Blabop'I tuatom to go and demand money f'tom all the booth■ and atailda 
1'D' 1M tilt, The·"'-cll, and other ttader1, it is taicl, bad ·.ec,mplained of tllia 
.... aactiaa, m the Billaop, it ia added, meus to appeal to the Pope.' 
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perform~ to~k place U1 the y~ 1 ~ 10, ~- ~ ~qn'OV(~ cop,es 

from _the eacri,,t of the n~bbouriu& abbey of St. Al~, .to-~ 
his characters,• Fitzstepben w.riting ,in q74, says,, tb,t ', Lq1r 
don, for ita theatrical exbi.bitions, ~ religioua pJaya,. ei- rpe 
representationi of miracles wro~bt by holy conf~so~, or t~~ •qf,
ferings of martyrs.' b . Be.sidea those of Coventry, there are. M.SS
of the Chester .Mysteries/ ascribed to Ranutph ~jgd~1",.;CO~i~r 
of the Polychronicon, and a Benedictine monk of that .city,_~ll~ 
they were ~rfor~ed at the expe~ of tb~ iqcorpc>rate~ ~It, 

with a tbousan_d days of pardon from the Pope~ and forty daas( of 
pardon from the Biabop of Chester, to all w~o 11t~~qd~d ~f3 r~. 
presentation, _which is supMsed to. b_~ve ~een fi~s~ ~ qi ~ . .>l'IP' 
1328.~ 

• ·I .,1 i; • 'I:. 

• Warlo■,.•ol. i. DilRrt. ii, Geol&eJ wu aftenrarda made abbot •I St. 
Alban'• Priory. , • 
• 11 ' Londonia pro spectaculil tbeatralibot, pro India ,cenicb, 1od~~ • ba'bet 

unctlores, repneaentatioilea miracolorom, qoe siuicti confeuo;rei operati IDDt, 
eea repraaentationea paplonam, qaibu cluait eoomntia· maitytbm.'.J....Dr.:. 
--,I, N'1,iJ#. c.i&.1-1. iit .YU. 8. ni,-,.,., , .• i . -, • : 

c. Harl, _MSS. !013, -~~~• , . • . : .. , , , : : 
d ' Aboni the eighth century trade waa principally carried on by means of 

&Ira which luted aeveraJ days. Charlemagne established mai1y great m~ti of 
6ia IOl't -io Franee, u· did W-dliam' the Conqtteror, and bis Norman Mk:oeuei'i 
jo ~n,laod •. The met~ta.who fteque~ed,tbeae .nirt in m1•rOM _..... 

or co.t11puies, employed e-very art, to_ draw_ the ipe9ple together, ~•~ ,.er• 
therefore accompanied by jugglen, minatreia, and bmfoona; who were no leu 
illterated in gimig their attendance, and eaerting all their skill on these oc
eaaions._ A.snow ,batfew large toWJII existed, no,-~~ or popular 
_aqmaementa we,:jl ~tabljlhed; 8lld u the sedlllltary, p~ of .~oai~eli(f 
;and priute aociet1 were yet ankn\lwn, the fair~time W41S the ae-.on for.djverr 
aioy. Jn proportion u theee _ehow1 were attended and en<iquraged, they bepaa 
to be aet oft' with new decoratiom and impr9vement1 : and the arta of bul
fo!lllery beiq repdered atill .mcire at~live 1 by ,uteµdqi1 .their circle of ubir 
J>ition, acqujred an import,aac;~ iu tbe, eyea. of "'e P!C)ple. By ....... ·t.11.e 
cl~gy Qbaening that the e_ntertainmeuts.of dauciug, motic, an_d millli.cry,~ 
~ited ~t the l!fOll'acted annw.l fairs 111ade the people ~ reJiai\1114, by prpQIOt
inc, idleneu 1111d.a lo,e offettiYity, pro,crl~ tb!lMI apoq, ~ ~4;0~i,cu,e4 
tile perfo~men. Bot finding that no regard wu paid i<> d!eir cell&Ql'ea, -tbeJ 
~Jianced tb~ plap, an4 ~~114 .to .~e the~ ~I?.'~.~ .~r,ff'q 
hand,. 'fb~y ,tunled Jctp.-.; ud ~ '4. ~•••~eriea_ ,,._se4 
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, : It it.:reJated in .the. Museum MS. of these Ci:hester; plays; 
that. the ~ ,._was thrice at Rome before he could. obtaia 
.-,~of.the'. Pope.,:&o bave:them in the English tt>ogue,'• from 
_wliid,i Jact,. Waliton thinks,. f a presumpti,e proof arises that all our 
'1!ly'ler.iet .Awfore that period were in LatiP:; these plays will tbe~o, 
f~e hilM \hti iaerit,,ol;being the..tirit,Eng/i,h interludes.'.~.:: After 
&Irie woll , ltoooin. -foqdaess. ,bf (>Ur • ancestors for shows~ .it ; is ,too 
much, perhaps, to say, that on:their church. festivals .and ocCI\Siooa 
of public rejoicing, &hey had 110 interludes in English ; seeing too 
that one huudred, ~nd fift,Y ;Y~ars ~efore, ,Fiustepbe~ _expressly de
clares that our theatrical representations in i..ondon were of a re
ligious character. These 1111Jst ha•e been in English to have been 
understood ; and so must • the : miracle • play of St.-Catherine, in 
It 10, if, as WH probably the ;case, it was publicly p~rformed OD 

some feast-day. Though Warto~ does not allude, probably, to 
such early times, when he says, th~t ' during t~e celebration of the 
festival of the Bdy '~i'shop mor_allties were pr~sent~~, and sbowa 
of miracles, with fariJs, and other sports ;' • yet, as the featival of 
the Boy 1lishop wilt in England under Edward l.~•1and doubtleu 
from his high 'llDtiquity on the continent, long antecedent to that 
reign, it is reasonable to s~ppose that E11gliah interl~des of some 
kind, if not coeval with the Boy Bishop, were at :least contem
pc,raneous with bi~ for a long time before Edward· l. 

What _could occasion the author of the Chester plays to take a 
journey thrice to Rome, b~fote he could obtain leave of the Pope 
to have ; ,heJD in · tile E,,gli1h . toogue t -The ,u.hjut, of. t'1ese 
playe '-from•d1e Old and New Testament,' aeem to me to supply 
the reasons for the difficulty in obtaining the Pope's consent, 
Scripture in English bad been scrupulously withheld from the peo
ple. ,nd the Pope probably anticipated that if they wer, made ao
pteci with a portion of it, the remainder would be demanded ; 

• I • 

llorim tall.en &om le,eadll-or the-bible. Tbia wu the orqlia oflacred comect,': 
--WcrCtll,,-,ol, ii. p,i 867, 

a.,MSt,-.i.H., • 
• Ibid. vol. i. p, H8. 

• ·Wwton, vol. ii. p; 110. 
4• Pap t98,..,., 
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while the aathor of the plays, better acquainted than the Pope 
with the more immediate difficulty of altogether represaing th6 
curiosity that tr.i been e:scited towarda it, concemd peat.apt, that 
the growing delire might.be delayed by distorted and conf'asing 
npreaentatiom of clirtain portiom.• What for instance ean be 
more ridiculous than the aoatbronisms and tone of the following 
ntnct from the play of the Flood, which represents Noah's wife 
po1iti,ely refusing to enter the ark : 

Noe. ' iJ . 

Good wife, doe now, aa I thee bidd. 

, NM, Wif, . 
. , B,1 Clmat •t I, ere Ieee mo"' .need, 
Though tbou11taDde, all day and stare. 

• Noe. 

Lorde ! that women ben cnbed be, 
And not are meeke, I dare well saye; 
That is well seene by me, to ~y, 

In witnes of ye eicbone :
Good wife, let be ,all this beare, 
That thou makest in this place here, 
. For all dley weQe thou art maa&u, 

And soe thou arte, by Saint John. 

• 

• a lt waa the prenlling opinion that even the Latin Blblea ahoiilcl not be com
•n or allowed in every one•• bandll, AccoNliagly ear poet Cluuloer repraeall 
~ religiou u gathering them up and putting _tial!l!D in ~eir libraries, a,itl, ■o 
impriloning them from secular priest■ and caratea, and therefore hluderiac 
them from preaching the g01pel to the people'. When tlierefore Abp. Fits 
Ralph, in 1M7, sent three or four of-the 1ecnlarprieat1 bt'bis dioceieof Armsglt 
into Eaglud, to atnd:, dirinity ill Ollford; they were foNl8d nry 900ll lo ,.. 

tarn, became they could not find tlaere a bible to be 10ld, And indeed, had 
the copies of the bible been more ftequent than they were, it ii no wonder: 
they were. made 10 little uae of, if what the writel'll of these times, D. Wicllf, 
Arcbd•con Clemangla, Beletb, and otben, aay, be trne, that the clergy were 
genenHy ao igaorant, • ·not tD be able to read JAtbt or con their P•lter.
Llwi¥1 Hid, 'If Bfll• 2nau1. p. 5S, 
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Soch corruptions and absurdities, seconded by the elof111tnce· 4' 
their author, might abate the papal fears concerning the-appear• 
ance of tbeae -mplural interludes: in Eng/uh, and finally obtaiJl 
&he sanction for their performance. -

It may be 1Upposed that the Cbestel' Plays, written in an 
early and dark age, would contain a great ma11 of apocryphal in
terpolation, and tbac the Coventry -Play,, writte,i much later; 
would contain less; yet the contrary is the fact. Amcnig the 
Cheater Mysteries the Descent into Hell is the only one not 
founded on Scripture, and that even has a colourable authority by 
implication; while amoog the Coventry Mysteries, which were 
produced ninety years afterwards, we see that there are, besides 
the Descent, no leu than eight foanded on Apocryphal New 
Testament story. Tbi,- remarkable diftei-wiuce of feature, may, I 
think, be accounted for. From the fourth century, wbeo Gre
gory Nazia1izen and the -Apollooarii turned porti0111 of the 
Bible into tragedies and comedies, 'the clergy of the continent 
mlllt have done inoch in the same way, and with much of apocry,. 
pbal eograftment; and though ; religiou1 play•' prevailed io England, 
yet Scriptural eubjecll were new to the people, and the CIN,ter 
Mystery-maker of IMS~ found theae so· n11merou11 u to render re
course to the New Teatament Apocrypha unnecessary. But the 
Coventry Myatery•maker of 1416, was under circumstances that 
would suggest powerful motiv• to the cunning of a monkish 
mind for apocryphal adoption. He was likely to conceive that a 
f._tse glare might ebacure the dawning, of the human mind. Tbe 
riaiac day -,f the , Jter.mation bad been foretold by the ap
peiltance of its ' morning atar ,' in the penon of the intrepid W y-: 
clift"e, who exercised the right of private judgmeot in England, 
a century and a half before Luther taught it as a principle in 
Germany. It ~as a period of fearful foreboding to the church. 
In 1404, Henry IV. held a parliament at Coventry, which, 
from its desire to compel the clergy to contribute largely to the_ 
uipuc~ of ~ atate, wu called the Laymen's Parli~ment. The 
coua&ry was in immiaent _danger; an abundant supply of moiley_ 
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wu im~ately oeceuary ; the church property and iocome •ete 
eoormous ;- the parliameot knew that this profusion o.f ,eccl•u. 
lical wealth could only have been acquired from the ihd\llltry ef 
the laity i and they represented that the clergy -had been of little
aervice to the king,. while the laity had served in bis wars with 
their persoos, and by cootributions for the same purpose-hid. im~ 
poveriabed their ,estates. The Arcbbiahop of Cauterbury said 
that if the clergy did not fight in person their teoaota fought for 
them, that their contributions. had been io proportion to their 
property, and that the church had offered prayers· and masses day 
and night for God's blessing. oo the king and the army, The 
1peaker, Sir John Cheyne, answered, that the prayers of the 
church were a very slender supply. To this the -archbishop r~ 
plied, that it might easily be seen what would become of the 
kingdom when such devout addreaaes were so slighted. The.per
sistence of the arcbbi■hop •ved the church at that time fr001· 
the impending storm ; but the priests saw that their exactions aocl 
their worship were only tolerated. Wyc:liffe had theo beeQ 

dead about twenty year■• • After a life wonderfully preserved froa 
the unsparing cruelly of eeclesiastical power, by the protection of 
Edward U I., bis memory was affectionately revered, and, as prilll-
ing had not been discovered, bis writings were scarce aod earaestly, 
sought. The good seed of dissent had germinated, and tlie 11ppeat• 
ance of dissenters at intervals, was a specimen of the harvest that 
had.not yet come. Nothiog more fearfully alarmed the establish
ment than Wycliffe'1 tmn!llation of the New Testament into Eng
li,h.• All arts were used to suppress it, and to enliven the slum-• 
bering attachment of the people to the ' good old customs' of the-

•' Becau«e writing wu dear and e1tpensive, and copies therefore of the whole 
New, Teata•ent not euy to be purchned by the 1eoerality,of pj!raoua, Dr.·• 
Wi1·lif'~ portions of it. were often written in small yolumes. Of these. we often, 
find mention made in the Bishop's registers u prohibited' books, for b~ving and 
reading which, people were then detected and prosecuted, and burnt to death,' 
with-theae little boob banged about their necb',-LnoiN Hid. qf e,,,,,,,,.,,_,, • 
p.-li,IJ. 
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chutch. • There is abunc1-nt • evidence of studious endeavours to 
both these ends in . the Coventry Mysteries; . The priests_ in• 
du~triously rel)orted. that Wycliffe's· T~tament was a, false: one; 
that he had distorted the language and conc~led facts. · .There 
was no printing press • to multiply copies of bis book ; . biblical 
criticism ":as scarcely known but· by being denounced ; . the ~c
clesiastics anathematized scriptural inquiry . as damnable heresy 
from their confessionals and pulpits; and as ' the -churches 
served as theatres for holy farces,'• the Franci11can friars .of .Co
ventry shortly after the meeting of the Laymen's Parliament in 
that city, craftily engrafting stories fram the p~udo-gospels upon 
narratives in the New Testam_ent, compQsed aud perfQrmed .the 
plays called the Coventry Mysteries. These fraudful ptoduc
tions were calculated to postpone the . per~od of ill1;1minalion, 
and to stigmatize, by implication, the labours of W ycliffe. . Yet, 
if the simulation succeeded for awhile with the vulgar,· it reinvi
gorated • the honest and the persevering ; and as the sun breaks 
forth after a season of cold and darkness, so truth finally emerging 
from the gulph of the papal hierarchy, animated the torpid in
tellect, and cheered the ' Jong abused sight.' 

But to return. Warton says, tha.t in very early times, w~ile 
JIO settled or public theatre was known, and ~tinerant minstrels 
acted in the halls of the nobility at Christmas, plays were per
formed by the boys at the public schools, and have continued 
to be so to the present time, of which the practice of acting 
Latin plays at Westminster, Eton, and. other seminaries, are ex
amples. lu 1538, Ralph Radcliffe, a scholar and a Jover of 
graceful erudition, wrote plays in Latin and English, which were 
exhibittd by. his pupils. • Among his comedies were Dives and 
Lazarus, the delivering of Susannah, Job's sufferings, the burning 
of John Huss, Patient Grizzle, &.c. The ancient consuetudi
nary as it is called of Eton ~boc>I, containing all its old and 
original customs, relates that about the SOth of November the 
master was accustomed to choose such Latiu stage plays as 

a Warton, vol. ii. P• 367. 
2c 
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were most e:sceHent and eoovenient to be' played in the follewing 
Cbriatmu·hotidays before • public audience. , :while the people 
were amused with Skekon's Trial of Simony,: Bale's God's Pro
mises, aud-C~ist's Descent intO' Hell, the scholars of the times 
were composing and acting dramas on historical subject!! ; and 
though Warton supposes it probable that on this ground we may 
account for play, being acted by singing boys, yet he· thinks that 
the, perhaps acquired a turn for theatrical representations from their 
annual exhibition·of the cereD1onies of the Boy Bishop, which seem 
to have been common ict almo~t tlfery religious community that 
was capable of supporting a choir.• 'Fhe scholars of St. Paul's 
sebool in London, were, till a comparatively late period, in grellt 
celebrity for their theatrical talent, which it appears was in foll 
aJ1erciae upoo abe :Mysteriee ao early u the reign of Richard II.; 
for in that year, 1S78, they presented a petition to his majesty, 
praying him ' to prohibit some unexpert people from presenting 
the history of the Old and New Testament, to the great prejudice 
of the •id clergy, who have been at great expense in order to 
represent it pultlicly at Christmu.'• 

But the more eminent performers of mysteries in London, were 
the society of Parish Clerks. On the 18th, 19th, and 20th of 
July, 1390, they played interludes Ill the Skinner's Well, as the 
uaual place of their perfonnaoce, before king Richard I I., hi, 
queen, and their court; and at the same place, in 1490, they 
played the Creation of the World, and subjects of the like kind; 
for eight aucceaive days, to splendid audiences of the nobility 
and gentry from all perts of England. The parish-clerks' au .. 
eieot performances are memorialized in raised letters of iron, upon 
a pump on the east side of Rag Street, now called Ray Street, 

• Warton, •ol; ii. p. 889. 
11 :o.dlleyta Old Plays, YOI. i. Pref. p. sll. From Mysteries the boys of'Sb 

J'aul!uebool p~edto morereplardnmu; and at the commeocenNatef'a 
theatre, were the beat and alm011t the only comedians. They berawe atleagth 
110 favourite a set of playen u often to act at court, and on particular oecuioos 
of featiYity, were frequently remond from London for thie porpoee only, to 
tbe royal boUlea at aome diatuce from, tpn.-wattn, •ol. ii. p. 891. 
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beyQlld tlJe Seeaio-.hou41e, Clerkeowell, Thil U111Criptjoo is at 
follow11: 

'A. D. 1800. WILLIAM BouNn, JoSEPH BIRi>, Church
wardens. For the better accommodation of the Neighbour
bood, this Pump was removed to the spot where it now stands. 

The spring, by which it is supplied ·is situated, four feet eastward, 
and round it, as history informs us, the Parillh Clerks of 
London, in remote Ages, commonly performed sacred plays, 
That custom caused it to be denominated Clerk's-well, and from 
which this parish derived its name. 

The water was greatly esteemed by the Prior and Brethren of the 
order of St. John of Jerusalem, and the Benedictine Nuns.,j_Q 
th,! ~gbbourbood.' • 

The pump of the Skinner's well is let into a low dead wall, 
On its north aide is an earthenware ■hop ; and on the south a 
humble tenement occupied by a bird-seller, whose cages with 
their chirping tenants, hang over and around the inscription. Th~ 
passing admirer of linnets iand redpoles, now and then stpp, 
awhile to listen lo the melody, and refre1h his eye with a few 
green clover turfs, that stand on a low table for sale by the aide 
of the door ; while the monument, denoting the histrionic fame of 
the place, and alluding to the miraculous p~wers of the water for 
healing incurable diseases, which formerly al&raeted multitpdes t,o 

the spot, remains unobserved beneath its li\"ing attractions. The 
present simplicity of the scene powerfufly contrasts with the re
collection ~f its former splendour. Th~ cbor•I cb~t ~~ thf, 
.Beoe_dic&ine nuus accompanying the peal of the de~d orgu 
1hrough their cloisters, and the frankincense curling its perfume 
from priestly censers at the altar, are succeeded by the stunning 
10umls ~f numerous quickly plied hammers, and the smith's bei
lowe 6aabing &he tires of Mr. Botwd'a irou foundry, erected upon 
the unrecognised site of the coment. Thie religious house stood 
about half-way down the declivity of the hill, which commencin~ 
Jlelll' the church ~ Clcrkeowell Greeq, te.r•tea at the riYer 

• • ~ j 

Digitized by Goog I e 



208 

Fleet. Tbe prospect then, was uninterrupted by houset, and the 
people upon the rising grounds could have bad an uninterrupted 
view of the performances at the well. A bout pistol-shot from 
thence, on the N. N. E. part of the hill, there was a Bear-Gar
den ; and scarcely s9 far from the well, at the bottom of the hill 
westward, and a Jitlle to the north, in the hollow of Air Street, 
lies Hockley in the Hole, where different rude sports, which 
probably arose with the discontinuance of the Parish_ Clerb' 
acting, were carried on, within the recollection of persons still 
living, to the great annoyance of this suburb.• 

• • To the eccluiaatical origiu of the drama we mast refer the plays acted by 
tlae 50Ciety of the Parish-clerks of Loudon. It waa an easeutial part of their 
profesaion not ouly to aiug bot to read ; an accompli&bmeot almost solely COD• 

fined to Lhe clergy: and ou the whole they seem to come under the denomi_oa
tion ofa religiom fraternity. They were incorporated into·a guild or fellow
lbip, by King Henry UL about U-&O, under the patronage of St. Nit'bolaa .. It 
wu ancienUy caatomary for mea aod ~oDUIII of the first qaality, ecclesiutict, 
and othel'll who were loven of church masic, to be admitted into this corpora• 
lion, and they gue large gratuities for the anpport or education of many per
lllDI in the practice of that science. Their public feuts were frequent an• 
celebr.ated with singing and mlllic; most, commonly at Guildhall chapel or col. 
lege .. (Stowe's Survey l,pod. at aapra, µb. v. P• !31.) Before tile refonQtion 
jbia aociety was comtaotly hired to aui5t as a choir at the magnificent funerals 
of the nobility or other distinguished personages, which were celebrated within 
the city of Londou or in its neighbourhood. The aplendid ceremonies of their 
umual proceaaiou and mass iu the year 15M, are thos related by Strype from 
aa old Cirouicle, " May the aisth was a gopdly eveoaong at Guildhall college, 
by the _.ten _of the clarb aud their fellowship, with awging and playing, an? 
the morrow a~er waa a great mass, at tbe same place, and by abe Narue frater
nity; when every r.lark off'ered au halfpeuny. The mass wa 50Ug by diver;; of 
the Queen's (Mary) cbapel, aad childreu. Aud after mass done every clark 
11fent their proceasiou, two aod two together; eacb having on.• anrpltce aud_ !I 
rich cope, aud a garlaud. And theu, fourscore standarde, ,treamen1, aud ban-

• ' ,! 
nen; aµd each one that bore them bad au alb or a ~urplice. Then came in 
order lhe W!pts playing: and tbeu thirly clark.es Aing /nla di,,, .• There were 
four of thae eboin. Then came a canopy:;· borne over the aacrameot by fonr 
of the maatera of the clarkea withataft'e, torches boruing, &c." (Slrype's Ecc;lea. 
Mem. vol. iii. c. xiii. p. 111.) Their profesaiou, employment, and characaer, 
naturally dictated to thia spiritual brotherhood the repreaeutation of plays, ei
peclally thoH of the ecripta~ kind : and their COl!■tant pnctice in ab(!wa1 pni. 
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• The reliaious guild, or . fraternity of Co,pus Christi at York; 
wu obliged annually to.perform a Corpus Christi Pla!J, Drake 
uy1,. that thia ceremony .must have been in its time one of the most 
extraordinary entertainments the city could . exhibit ; and would 
neceaarily draw a great concourse .of people out of the country 

('eaiona, and vocal musi<.-, easily accounts for their address io detaining the last 
company which Eoghmd atforded in the fourteentl; <.-eotury at a religioua farce 
for more than a week.'-WarlH, vol. ii. p. 391. 

I can find no regi,tries of the parish of Clerkenwell, early enough to enpply 
any trace reapecting the playing of the Pariah Cl_erks. F'roru the poor'11-rate• 
boob I took a few extracts, which, aa ahewinc the number of houses rated , 
aod tl1e quality of some of the aodent iohabitanta, may be lntereatiog, pt>r• 
haps, to certaio readen. In tbe oldcat, for the year 1666, the only placea 
mentioned, and the number of housea assessed in each· plare are aa fol
lows: Iallngtoo, 4,.,-, St. John Street, (or Swan Alley) 43, St. John'11 Lane. 
41, Gardeo. Alley, !3, . St. Job!'•'•, 17. Clerkeowell Greene, 4,7, Tnmmill 
,'.;treet, 11!. Bowleiog-Alley, 15, Street,aide, 4,. Clerkenwell Clolllt!, 4,S. 
The Fields, 8. Oot,landlords, 18-TolaJ, 418, The uaeaamenta were by lunar 
montba; Io thi, rate-book, there are the following names among the inhabi, 
tants; thl! eum1 to each·are their monthly ueeaemeotl. The Earle of Carlisle, 
a,. 'l,'he Earle of E■eex, a,_. Tbe Earle of Aileabury, whal lie pltaMll a~cordiwg 
lo lai, dtsirt (tO..). The Lord Barkely, r,. The Lord Townsend, •I Aia /to, 
nour•, pltuurt, Lady Croft,, s,, 6d, The Lord Della,,.ar, t,. 6d, Lady WOt"d• 
·11am, y,. Sir John Keeleing, ref'n-rtd. lo Ai, ,\oxo11r'• pltfuvn. Sir John Crop, 
Jey, 6-, • Sir Edward Baoniater, &. (id •. Sir Nirhoha• Stroudf', t,, Sir Gower 
Barrington, t,. Dr. King, !I. 6d. Dr. Sloane, Sd.-ln the rate-boob for 1669' 
and 8, are the following additiooal names: The Duke of Newcutle, (oot 11-

eeaaed), Lord Baltimore, v. 6d, Lady Wright, -Al, Lady Mary Dormer, 4s. 

Lady W yndbam, t,. Sir Eraemue Smith, 41. Sir Richard Cliverton, 4'1, Sir 
John Burd~b, s,. 84, Sir Goddard Neltbrope, & .. SirJoho Kiog, s,. Sir 
William Bowtea, t,. 64, Sir William Bonltoo, t,. 6d. The Mannoor bonse iD 
• the Field•' wae aeeeaeed at 64. There were aeveral bowling-green, in Cler)t
en-11. The monthly 1111e11D1eot of' Mr . .Qriecoe, at the Ram, in Smithfield, 
for a feiled and bowling-alley io this pariah,' wa• t,, 6d. 

In 1708, wheo Hattoo wrote hia ' View of London,' Clerk_enwell <.-ootained 
. 1146 boo1e1. In the preeent year, 18H, the pariah-boob rate about 6000, 
Hatton aaya, that Iaabella Sackville, the last prioreu of Clerkenwell, died 
!lit October, 1570, and wu buried In the old chqrcb, deetroyed by fire 
about thirty yeare ago, with her effigies in brau on a grueetone. Aleo, 
"beneath a corioua tomb, Sir William ·Weeton, tbe laat Lord Prior of St. 
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to see it. Every trade in the ~ity, from the highest to _the low.est, 
was obliged .to furnish out a pageant at _its own espenae :00 lhil 
occasion. The subjects were from die history of the Old and 
New Teetameut, and each trade represented some puticalar 
part, and spoke suitable verses. Many orders and ordinances, ,ex,, 

isting in the city's registers, regulate the performance of this reli
gious ceremony. One of these recites, that Whereas for a long 
course of time the artificers aud tradesmen of the city of York, 
have, at their own expense, acted plays ; and particularly a certain 
suruptuous play, exhibited .in.several pageants, whereiu the hi.l.tory 
of the Olct and New Testament, in di\lers places of the 11Bid city,, in 
the feat of Corporis Christi, by a solemn procession, is represented 
io reverence to the sacrament of the body of Christ ; beginning firsi; 
at the great gates of the priory of the holy Trinity in York, and SQ 

going in procession to, and into the cathedral church of the same, 
and afterwards to the hospital of St. Leonard, in York, ·leaving the 
afore11aid sacrame1,1t in that place; preceded by _a vast numb~r of 

lighted torches, and a great multitude of priests io th!clir prp~r 
habits, and followed by the mayer aod citnens, with a prodigio111 
crowd of the populace attending: And further reciting, that 
whereas, upon this, a certain very religious fathe~, William Mel
ton, of the order of the Friars Minors, pn>fess()r of Holy Page
antry, and a moat famous preacher of the woro of God, coming 
to the city, in several sermons recommended tlie aforesaid play to 
the people, a.ffirming that it was good in itself, and very commend
,able .. 110 to do; ~et aliio aaid, that the citizens of the said city, and 
other . foreigners coming to• the said f eaat, had greatly disgnu:ed tire. 

John of Jerusalem, who, upon ita diuolntion, wu aitow.ed 1,0001. per ann. far 
life, but died, it was supposed of grief, on May the 7th, 1540, the very diry the 
bouae wu diuolved. John Weever, the antiqnary,author of the Funeral Mtlllll• 

menta, was likewise buried there, with a monument and imcrlption, declariog, 
tllat • 

. - wbereeqe'er .a ruin'!l tomb he found 
Hi• pe,n hllth builtii new out of tbe ground. 

' ___ .......,:.~·.:-·'r.-~,5~ --------- ... ~ 
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211 . 
play by reveUings, drullkenneas, shoutit, aongs,· and other illlO-

lences, litt!e regatding the divine offices of the said day, and: what 
wu to be lamented, losing for that reason the indulgences by the 
holy father Popt Urban IV. graciously conceded: Therefore, (111 
it se-emed most wholesome to the said father William) the people 
Qf the· city were inclined that the play should be played on one 
day, aud the procession on another, so that people might attend 
divine service at the churches oo the said feast, for the indulgenc,s 
ttforesaid: Wherefore, Peter Buckey, mayor of the city, Richard 
Russell, late mayor of the staple of York, with the sheriffs, alder
men, aud others, of tbe number of the twenty-four, being IJ)et 
in the council chamber on the 6th of June, 1426, and by ,Ire 
said wholesome exhortations and admonitions of tile said father 
William, being incited that it is no crime, nor ~an it offend God 
if good be com,arted into better; and ha\ting diligently considered 
of the premises, unanimously determined to convene the citizens 
together in common-hall, for the purpose of having their consent 
that. the premities should be better reformed; whereupon the 
mayor so convened the- citizens· oil the 10th of the same· month, 
and made solemn proclamation that the play of Corpus Christi 
should be played every year oa the vigil of the said feast, and the 
proceuiou made on the day of the feast.' A solemn proclaina .. 
lion for the play of Corpus Christi, made on the aforesai<t 
,igil, commaods on behalf of the king. the mayor, and the sheriffs 
of the city, that no man go armed to the di11turbance of the peac~ 
and the play, and the hi11dering of the procession; but that they 
leave their weapt>n8 ut their ions, Ul>on pain of forfeiture of their 
weapons, and impri80nh1e11t of their bodies, i;ave the keeper,s of 
the pageants and officers of the peace ; that the players in cbe 
pageants play at tlae placetr aasigaed, and no where else, on paiu 
of forly shillings; that men of. the crafts, and all- others that find 
lorches, come forth in array as in manner aforetime ; that the 
craftsmen bring forth• their pageants in order and course, by good 
playttra we11 arra~, and open!, ,peaking, upon pain of one hun
dred sbilliege, to be paid to the chamber without pardon ; and that 
every pla_)'er be ready in his pageant at convenient time, that is to 
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say, at the (first) betwixt four and five of the 'clock in the morning, 
and then all other pageanlll following, each after the other in order, 
without delay, upon pain of six shillings and eight pence. William 
Bowes, mayor, by regulation, dated the 7th of June, 1417, or
dains, that all the pageants of the play of Corpu~ Christi should 
be brought forth in order by the artificers of the city of York, and 
begin to play first at the gates of the priory of the holy Trinity 
in Mike/gate, next at the door of Robert Harpham,· next at the 
door of the late John Gyseburn, next at Skelder-gate-hend and 
North-strete-he11d, next at the end of Con!Jng-strete towards Caa
te~gate, next at the end of J ubir-gate, next at the door of Henry 
,Wyman deceased in Con!Jng-strete, then at the Common-hall 
at the end of Couynge-strete, then at the door of Adam del Brigs, 
deceased, in Sla!Jne-gate, then at the end of Stayn-gate at • the 
Minster-gates, then at the end of Girdler-gate in Peter-gate, 
and lastly, upon the Paveme,,t, &c. And father William de 
Melton, willing to destroy sin, and a great lover of.virtue, having, 
by preaching, exhorted the populace that they would cause-to be 
removed all public concubines in fornication or adultery, where
fore the mayor, by consent of th_e community, ordained that they 
should depart the city within eight days, on pain of imprisonment, 
unless any of them should find good security that she would not 
exercise her illegal vocation for the future. 

It appears from the regulation of the pageants for this play at 
York, in the mayoralty of William Alne, in 1415, compiled by 
Roger Burton, the town-clerk, that they were fifty-four in number. 
They commenced with 'God the Father Almighty, creating and 
forming the heavens, angels, archangels, I.Aicifer, and the angels 
that fell with him into bell ;' the tanners performed this : • the next, 
being ' God the Father in hi, own substance, creating the earth, 
and all which is therein, in the·apace of five days,' wu represented 
by the plasterers: the third ' God the Father creating Adam of 
the slime of the earth, and making Et1e of the rib, and inapiring 
them with the spirit of life,' was played by the card-makers : the 
fifty-fourth, ' Juus, Mary, twelve apostles, four angels· with 
trumpets, and four with a lance with two scourges, four good, and 
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four bad spmts, and six devils,' was performed by the mercers, 
The town-clerk's entry mentions the torches 1md torch-bearers in 
the procession: ' Porters, eight torches; coblers, four torches; 
cordwaners, fourteen torches ; cottellers, two torches ; wevers, 
- 'torches ; carpenters, six torches ; chaloners, four torches; 
fullers, four torches; girdellers, - torches; taillers, - torches; 
fifty-eight citizens had torches alike on the day of Corpus Christi ; 
and it was ordained that the porters and coblers should go 
first; then of the right the wevers and cordwaners ; on the left 
the fullers, cutlers, girdellers, chaloners, carpenters, and taillours; 
then the better sort of citizens; and after, the twenty-four (com
mon councilmen), the twelve (aldermen), the mayor, and four 
torches of Mr. Thomas Buckton.' 

The fraternity of Corpus Christi at York was very popular. 
Several hundreds of persons were annually admitted, and it was 
supported chiedy by the annual collection made at the proces
sion. The religious ceremony of the Corpus Christi play and pro
cession· was instituted there about the year 1 'Z50; it was to be 
celebrated each year on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday ; and this 
play, as a piece of religious pageantry, was so much esteemed 
that it was acted in that city till the twenty-sixth year of Queen 
Elizabeth, 1584.a The mode of performing the Mysteries at 
York is thus minutely particularized, in order to convey 1ome 
notion of the general method of representing them in other cities: 
there is little doubt that the corporations strove to outvie each 
other in the elaboration and splendor of their exhibitions. 

Corpus Christi day, at Newcastle upon Tyne; was celebrated 
with similar exhibitions by the incorporated trades. The earliest 
mention of the performanc~ of mysteries there, is in the ordinary 
of the coopers for 14i6. In 1487, the barbers played the Bap
tizing of Christ. In 1568, the Offering of Abraham and Isaac was 
exhibited ,by the slaters. By, the .ordinary of the goldsmiths, 
plumbers, glaziers, pewterers, and pa~tera, dated l586, they ~ere 

a Drake'• York, p. 213,146. App. p. :nix. The town clerk'• order for the 
pageants of the play is set oot at length in the Appendix, 
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commanded to play at their feast ' the three kings of Coleyn.' In 
the boob of the fullers and dyere-, one al the charg .. for the play 
of 1561, is, 'Item for S yard and ad. Iyo cloth for God's c~t, 
31. id. ob.' From the ordinary of diife..nt trades it seems that 
about 1578, the Corpua Christi plays w•re on the decline, and 
never acted but by a special command of the magistrates of New• 
castle. They are spoken of as the general plays of the town of 
NeW881tle, and when thought necessary b1 the mayor to be eet 
fbrtb aud played, the millers were to perform the .Deliverance of 
Israel; the house,.carpeoters, the Burial of Christ; the muona, 
the.Burial of our lady Saint Mary the Virgin. Between the first 
nd laat mentioned periods, there are many minu~ in the trades' 
books of the acting in ditfereot ;years, wbicb may be seen in 
Brand's History of Newcasde, together with the only vestige 
lhat remains of the Newcastle Mysteries, entitled, ' Noah's Ark, 
or the shipwright's ancient play, or dirge,' wherein God, a!' 
Angel, Noah and his wife, and the Devil, are the cbaftlctets. Ju 
this, as well as the Chester Mystery of the same subject, the wife 
of Noah is a viseo; the lut worda 11be says to him, are, 

'l'be den1•.r-11e11 tbet apeec1 
To wp wlteit thOQ abalt go. 

The penormaoce of miracle plays is noticed ia the ancient 
piece written agaiott the mendicant frian, entitled, Peres the 
Ploughman's Crede-

We baunten Do taoe111ea, ne bobelen ahlmten 
At marketea, and •iniela we medely n neaer.• 

Chaucer, also, in tbe Wife of Bath's Prologue, ~akes her say-
Therefore made I my Viaitatioas • 
To Vigilia and to Proceaio61, • 
'i<o precbiap eke, and to Pilgrimilgia, 
'110 plsyii ·sf 1llirula ud llfariaget; 
Aacl.werid ea QIHly,py akarllttitet, &c.b 

Lydpte, the monk of Bury, and the follower of Chaucer, u 
laia disciple at·an immeaeurable distaace, cempoaed 'a proceesion 
of pageanta from the treation.' c • 

a Ed, 155S, Sig, Biij. b Cbaacer, Un,'a Ed, P• ao, L 555-9, 
a Rit1on'1 Bibli111, Poetica, p. 19. . 
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lo the reign of Henry VII. 1487, that king; in his castle of 
W.inche,ter, was entertained on a Sunday whi~ at dinner with 
the J)Ql'formance of Christ's Descent into Hell, by the choir boys 
of Hyde Abbey and St. Swithin'• Priory, two large monasteril!IB 
there;• and iu the same reign, 1489, there were shows and cere" 
monies, and {religious) plays, e.hibited in the palace at West. 
minster.b 

Oo the feast of St. Ma,gaYet, in 1511, the Miracle -play df the 
holy Martyr St. George, was acted on a stage in an open field rt 
Basaingborne, in Cambridgeshire, at which were a minstrel and 
th~e ~ai.ts hired from Cambridge, with a property-man and a 
paiilter.e 

It appears from 'the Earl of Northumberland', • H ouaehold 
.Book,(15li,) that the children of his chapel performed Mysteries 
duriqg the twelve days of Christmas, and at • Easter, under the 
direotion of his Mas1er of the re\lels. Bishop Pere, cites we-.enl 
particulars of -the ,regulated sums payable to ' paraones' and others 
for the!e performances. The exhibiting scripture dramas on the· 
great festivals entered into the regular -establishment, and formed 
part .of the domestic reg11latioos of our ancient nobility ; and what 
is more remarkable, it was as inuch the business of the chaplain 
in those days tp compose Plays for the family, as it is DOW for 
bin, to make serm~.• 1 

A.t Loodoo, -in the 'jel/f M56, lhe Passion of Christ was per .. 
formed at the <Grey Frian ibefore the Lord Mayor, the privy
council, and many great e,statea of the realm. In 1577, the 
same ,play was performed, at the same plllce, on the day that 
war WIii p,oclaimeli in London against France ; and in that 
year, the holiday af' St. Olave, the patron of the church in Sil
ver Street dedicated to that saint, being celebrated with great 
solemnity, at eight o'clock at night, a play of the miraculous life 
of St. Olave, was performed for four boors, and coocloded with 
man:, religious plays. The acting of religious plays experienced 

• Warton, vol. ii. p. !06. 
b Ibid. p. 139. .c Antiq. Repert. and Warton, vol. Iii. p. St6. 

• Perc,'l'lleliqaee, nl. i. p. 189. 
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interruption during the reign of Elizabeth, and· occasionally at 
other periods. Malone thinks that the last Mystery represented 
in England was that of Christ's PU1ion, in the reign of king 
James [. Prynne relates that it was performed at Ely House, in 
Holbom, \\'hen Gondomar, the Spanish Ambassador, lay there, 
ou Good Friday, at night, and that thousands were present .• 

a Pryone mentiona thia performance in hia Hi,trw-lfllllliz, tll#Player, ~, 
fW A.d.,,, Tragtdy, 4to, 16SS, p. 117, 11, 

For thia work Prynne wu pilloried and fined oo a star-chamber proaeco
tioo, Some fourteen yean afterwards there came oot " tract entitled, ' Ma. 
WILLIA■ PaTNNII, li, Dtfntee q/ Sta,t Pia,,, or 4 RIITRACTATION f// Cl 

,.,._. hook of lu called lh1Ta10-MA1T1x, 1649,' four leave,, 4to. Tbia piece 
begina with, • Whereas thia Tyraooicall abominable lewd acbiamaticall baeretical 
Army, are bent in a wilfoll and forcible way to destroy all Lawfull;Govern
meot ;' it recites the violence Prynoe endured by arrest, ' for no offence bot 
onely endeuooring to dlacharge my comcieoce, which ii a tbiog I ,ball always 
do, withoot fearing any man, any arm of 8eeh, any Poteotacie, Prel11cy, aoper• 
iotendency, or power terreatriall or ioternall :' then it proceeds to say, that 

• • now there ie another fresh occuion which hatb incited my just indignation 
apimt thia wicked and Tyrannical Army ; they did lately in a m1111t iobumane, 
c:niell, rongb, and barharons manner take away the poor Playen from· tbei, 
Houes, being there met to dischari;e the duty of their calliop.' After in
veighing against tbi• proceeding it adds, ' Bnt now l know what the malicioos, 
ill◄poken, clamorona and obatreperoDI people will object 11pinat me ; na~ely, 
That l did once write a book agaioat Stage-pl11y1 called Hiatrio•WMUliz, for 
which l underwent a cruel cenaure in the Starcbamber. l confeae it la true, 
I did once so, but it wu when l bad not 10 clear a hght u now I have; and it 
ia no disparagement for any man to alter hia judgement upon better informa
tion; beaidea it wu done long ago, and when the king (whose virtues I did not 
then so perfectly nodentand,) go•emed witboot any controol, which waa the 
-time that I took to ehew my comcience and courage, to oppose that power 
which was the highest.' After more of the same kind, it says, 1 Bot that 
Playea are lawfull things, and are to be allowed as recreation for honest men, 
I need not quote many aotbon to pl'!)ve it;' and then twelve are quoted ; and 
1t being objected that actors penooated females, it declares, that' men's _potting 
·on ofwomell'a apparel ie not against the Scripture In a plain and ordinary eeoce.' 
.Finally, • I may couclode that good Playes which are not profane, lewd; 'bad, 
bluphemom, or ungodly, may be acted; and that this wicJuod and Tyrannical 
Army onght not to binder, to impede, let, prohibit, or forbid the acting of 
them ; which l dare maintain to all the world ; for I was never afrayed to ,of. 
fer in !I good caose.' With tbete words the pamphlet eude, but not the atory. 
for after this publication a large posting bill, 4ated. ' From tbe King', Head 
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In Cornwall they bad interludes in the Comish language frooi 
1cripture history. These were called the Guary Miracle pla!JS~ 
and were sometimes performed in the open fields, at the bottom 
of earthen amphitheatres, the people standing around on the in
clined plane, which was usually forty or fifty feet diameter. The 
player1 did not learn their pares, but were followed by a prompter, 
-~ailed the ordinary, with the book in his hand. Long after the 
pl!JSltrie, had ceased elsewhere, and the regular stage been esta
blished, they were exhibited in Cornwall to the country people, 
:who tlocked from all sides to hear and see the devils and devices 
-~at were provided to delight the eye, as well as the ear. Two 
.MSS. in the Bodleian Library contain the Comish Plays of the 
peluge, the Passi<>n, and the Resurrection.a 
, . . According to, Strutt, when mysteries were the only plays, the 
stage consisted. of three platform,, one above another. On the 
uppermost sat God the Father, surrounded by his angels; on 
.the second the glorified saints, and on the last and lowest, men 

. \ 

,"'.ho had not yet passed from thii life. On one side of the lowest 
.platform was the resemblance of a dark pitchy cavern, from 
.whence issued the appearance of tire and tlames; and when it was 
;11ecessary, the audience was treated with hideous yellings and n~iae11 
in ~mitation of the howlings and cries of wretched souls torment
ed by relentless demons. From this yawning cave the devils 
themselves constantly ·ascended to delight, and to instruct the 
,spectators. The reader will doubtless recollect that a theatrical 
Hell has been mentioned before ;b an old author, whose descrip-

in the Strand,' aigned 'William Prynne,' and beaded 'Tea YnmtCATlotr,' 

recites the title of the pamphlet, and declares it ' to be a ""'' forgtry and 
impllflur,.' The style of the' RBTRACTAT1011,' ao thorooghly imitatt'I l'rynoe'a 
that nothing in it bot the stulti6cation of bis general opinions could occaaion a 
doubt of ita genoi11eneaa ; and the • imposition might atilt paas pretty current 
if one of Prynoe•s bills were uot in existence, A copy of this fierce denial i• ia 
Mr. J. P. Collier's Podical DttuttrOII, vol .. ii. p. 3H, As Mr. Collier aaya of 
the Paeodo-Prynne, that it ia a rarity which he had never aeeo, I thought an 
~xtract from aoch a corio1ity worth a corner. 

• Borlase'a Antiq. Cornwall, p. 195, Borlaae'• Nat. Hi,t, Cornwall, p. 195. 
,Carew's Comwall, p. 7f, 

b In the acconnt of the mystery of Veximiel, p. 173, Cllle. 
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tion of Hell is similar, had probably seen it exhibited on tbo 
eccleeiu&ical atage :-

Au bideoaa bole all •ute, withoateo abape, 
Of endleae depth, orewhelm'd with ragged atoae, 
With ougly mouth, and griealy latrea doth gape, 
ADd to oar ,igbt eoafOU11d1 itaelfe in eae.• 

The Mysteries were usually acted in churchea or chapels npoa 
temporary scaffolds : when enough performers could not be found 
atnong the clergy, lhe churchwardens employed secular players, 
and sometimes borrowed dresses from other parishea.b 

'The Pageant of the Company of' Shertmen and Taylors in 
Co-cmtry, as performed by them on the Fe,trval of Co,p,,, 
Christi,' is a manuscript belonging to the Corporation of 0,. 
ventry, bearing the following inscription: ' Thys matter ntflJly 
correcte' be Rohart Croo, the xiiijth • day of Marche, fenysschid in 

• the yere of owre lord god M ccccc 8t nxiiijlh.' A Coventr:, 
gen&leman, of curious research in ancient lore, who was allowed to 
transc,ibe it, printed ' twelve copies, for the purpose of bringing 
it more immediately to the knowledge -of his antiquarian frieods.'·c 
Its events are from the Annunciation, to t1le murder of the lnno
centa. Isaiah speaks the Prologue, and -prophesies t~e incarna
tion. Joseph's Jealousy being a conspicuous scene, a portion is 
·es-tractedfor comparison with the same subject in Mystery V. 

J oni-e, perce;'iing the Virgin's pregnaocy, tuea her with in
constancy, in his -absence; and inquires who had been with her. 
She asserts her innocence, and ·affirms that she had seen no one, 
bat the heavenly mesaenger. 

J Ol()IJ.-Sey aot aoo, womou, for schame Jey be, 
Ye be with ·chyld, soo wondurs p;Ntt, 

Ye nede no more th'r of to tret 
Agense all right; 
Fol'Sothe tbya ohylde, dame, 31 not m,ne; 
Alas ! that eyv' with myu yne, 
I mid see this sygbt. 

• Mirronr for Magi1trates-Hacbil'a Inducticm, b Strutt's Sportl, p. 1+6. 
c. Printed at C"..onntry, 1817, II! leuea, 4to. In the 111~er of 1819, I .,. 

obli~ngly indulged with the loan ofa copy, ud permitted extracts. 
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Tell me, womon, whose ys this chyld ? 
Mare.-Nooe but youris, huaebond· aoo myld, 

And thatt scbalbe seyne. 
Jo,off.-But myne, alias! alas! why sey ye sool 

Wele awey, womon; now may I goo 
• Be gyld, as many a nothur ys. 

• Mare.-Na, truly sir, ye be not be gylde, 
Nor yet, with spott of syn, I am no defylde; 
Trust yt well huse bondc. 

Jos'?lf.-Huse bond! in feytbe, and that acold ! 
A weylle awey, Josoff ! as thow ar' olde, 
Lyke a fole, now ma [ stand and truse. 
But in feyth, mare, th'u art in syn, 
Soo moche ase l ha-ve cheyriachyd the dame, apd w,l 

Be hynd my bake to s've me tlius. 
All olde men ln88fllpuH take be me, 

How I am be gylid, here may you see, 
To wed soo yong a cbyld. 
Now fare well, Mare, t leyve the here alone, 
W orthe the dam and thy warkis ycheooe ; 

'1iei k,n, • 

Por I woll ooo more be gylid be, for frynd nor. fooe. 
Now of this ded I am soo dull, 
And otF my lyff l am so full; no farthur ma I goo. 

An Angel, whose explanation removes Joseph', jealousy, de-
sires him to comfort Mary, for, 

---- a cleyne meydin ys sche 
Scbe bath conseyved with owt any trayne 
The se.yconfi p'eon in trenete. 

The homely adoration of the infant by tbe Shepherds is prettily 
told. The first Shepherd gives his pipe to him, and says, 

I have •notbyag to present with thi cbylde 
But my pype; botd ! bold·! take yt in thy bond, 
Where in moc:be ,pleyaure that I ha\'e fond. 

The second Shepherd presenta bis hat-
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Holde ! take thow, here, my hatt on thy hedde, 
And now, off won thyng, thow art well sped. 

The third Shepherd offers bis gloves to him-

H ave here my myttens, to pytt en thi hoodis, 
Other treysure have I none to present the with.• 

With reference to theatrical performances by the clergy, it is 
affirmed in the Beehfoe of the Romish Church, that ' Christ 
bath not done anie thing in his death and passion, but they do plaie 
and counterfeite the same after him, so trimlie and livelie, that no 
plaier nor juggler is able to doe it better. Yea, do we not see 

• On clOling the notice of the Coventry Mysteries, it may be oblerYed, that 
there can be no doubt that Adam and E,e appeared on the atage naked. In 
tlae eecond Pageant of the Coventry MS. at the British Museum, En on being 
aednced by the serpent, induces Adam to taste the (orbidden fruit. He imme
diately percei.es their nakedneu, and aaya to her, 

Se u, aakyd be for & be hynde, 

• 
Woman ley thia left" o■ thi pry'fyte 
And with tbie left' I lhall hyde me. 

Warton obaervee, (,ol. i. p. t-M.) 'Tbat tbia estraordinary spectacle wu 
ltebeld by a nameroaa company of both sesee with great composure : they bad 
the authority of ecriptnre for each a representation, and they gave mattens jaat 
u they found them in tl1e third chapter of Geneaia.' They are also naked in 
the Cheater Mystery, and clothe themael,ea in the same way. 

• The present age rejects aa groaa and indelicate those free compoaitiom 
which oar anceatora not only countenanced bat admired. Yet, in fact, the 
morale of our forefilthera were a, atrict and perhaps parer and aounder than 
oar own ; and we have been taught to look up to them u genuine models of 
the honeat, incorruptible character of Rngliahmen. They were atrangera in
deed to delicacy oftaate; they beheld the broad and anpraoed delineation, of 
.mtare,ud thought no harm : while we, on the moet distant approach to free
dom of thought and espreuion, turn away in diagaat, and nhemently espres~ 
oar diapleaaare. Haman nature ia enr the aame, bat society is alwayi pro• 
greaaive, and at every itage of refinement -the plllioaa ·reqnire 1tricter control ; 
not becanae they are more 'riolent, but becallle jtbe cittu!D!tancea which uc:ite 
them are multiplied. If we trace back the progreu of society t~ ita primiti,e 
1tate, we aball find that the innocence of manldnd • ia In au innne ratio to their 
adnncemeat in bowled1e.'-C,_.., a,._., p, 70, 
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.likewise,. that. '!Ppon good Friday they haue a Crucifise, eitl1er of 
wood, or of stone, which they laie downe softlie vpon the ground, 
that euerie bodie, may come creeping to it, vpon handes ,and 
knees, and so kisse the feet of it, as men are accustomed to doe to 
the Pope of Rome: And ·then they put him • in a graue, till 
'Easter: at which time they take bim uppe againe, and sing Re
,urrexit, non est hie, Alleluia: He is risen, he is not here, God 
be·tbaoked. Yea; and in-some places, they make the graue in -a 
hie place in the church where men must goe up manie steppe~, 
which are decked with blacke cloth from aboue to beneath, and 
VPQD euery steppe standeih a siluer candlesticke with a waxe 
candle burning in:it, and there doe walke souldiours in hamesse, 
u bright as Saint George, which keepe the graue, till the priests 
come and take him vp :- and then comme&h sodenlie a flash of 
fire, wherwith they are all afraid and fall downe : and then 
.vpetartes the man, and they begin .to sing Alleluia, on all hands, 
and then the clock striketh eleuen. Then a gaine vpon Wh1t
sunday they begin to play a new Enterlude, for then they send do\\;ne 
a Done out of an 9wles nest, deuised in the roof of the church : 
but. first they cast out resin and gunpouder, w•. wilde 6re, to make 
the children afraid, and that ·must needes be the holie ghost, which 
commeth· with thunder and lightening. Likewise vpon Ascension 
day, they pull Christ vp ·on hie w'. ropes aboue the clouds, by a 
Yice deuised in the roofe of the church, and they hale him vp, as 
if they would poll him vp to the gallowes : and there stande the 
poore Priests, and looke so pitifully after their God, as a dogge 
for bis dinner. 1n·summe a man doeth often spende a pennie o~ 
two to see a pla!J .. of Rohi1& lwod, or a Morisse dau1,se, which 
were a greate deale betier bestowed vppon these apishe toies ·of 
these good Priests,' which c:ounterfeite all these matters so harnf.J 
~µie:lie, . that it will do a inan as much good to see them, as in' 
froetie weather to goe. naked. I s.,.;ake not of their perambula
tiom, processions, and going about the towne, cariing their cru• 
cefixes alongst the streetes, and there play and counterfeite the 
,rbole .~i~n, so trimlie with afl tbe'aeuensorrowes of our Lady, 

2 .E. 
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as though it bad beeo nothing elie bot. a aimp1e and plain Bdt~ 
Jude.•• 

• BeehiYe of the Romiab Oiarda, p. l01. 
The quotation from thia curious work b illoatrated by the following uoticea: 

-l. Crttpi,,,-lolluCro,,,-lt ia related iD Dnin'• Rilaqftlu Cal1ctdralo/ Di,. 
ha, (Svo. 167!, p. 51.) that in that cathedral, OYl'r onr Lady of Bolton'• altllt, 
there wu a marnllooil, lively, and beaotifal inrlge uf tbe picture of oar lady, 
called tlle Lady of Bolten, which picture wu made to open with Ii..,., (or 
liuked fasteninga) froo, the breaat downward; and within the aaid image was 
wrought and pictured the image of oor Sa,iour uiarvellouily finely gilt, holding 
~p bia hands, and holding betwixt bis bandi a large· flair 'Cmclfis' of'Christ1 all 
o'f gold; the which Crucifix WU to be tu.en forth 8'9fJ 'Good l'rifty, and_,, 
- IAtl ff'«p ••to ii llud 111111 ill IM cliwtl at that time; and ~erwanlt·it wu 
hung np again within the said image; and nery principal day the Mid image 

wu opened, that every man might aee pictured witliiu her, the i:'ather, the 
Soo, and tht: Holy Ghost, most curiously and fin·ely gilt ; abd IJo'th the lii:lea 
within her were yery finely nmitbed with lfl!l!ll varnish, IMtl fttlwm •df flllht, 
which waa a goodly sight for all the beholden thereof.--lt la further 1tated, l>y 
die aame author, (p. 21.) that within that cathedral, upon Good Friday, there 
wu mar,elloua solemn ae"ice, iD which aenice time, al\er the Paufoll ·wu 
aung, two of the ancient monks too\: a goodly large cruclh, .n df'gol'd, of11Ni 
picture of our Sarionr Cliriat nailed llpoo the ·crou, llyibg it 'll(li>n'a •ehet 
cubion, baYiDg St. Cuthbert'• arms upon it, all embroidered with gold, ·briogillg 
it betwixt them upon the coahion to the loweet greeeea, or 1tep1 in the quire• 
and there betwixt them did hold the said picture of our Savfonr; ·sitting oai 
either aide of it. Aud then one of the aa'id mi>nka illd rise, 'allcl ·•eitt 'a pretty 
11pace froin it, and iilttiilg himself upon bia knees with hla aoea put·ofr, Yel'J' 
renreatly be ff'ql apea lil ""- DDto tile eaicl croaa, and mo1t rnerently did 
pia it; and after him the other monk did ~ likewise, and then they sate dowa 
on either side of the said croaa, holding it·betwist them. Afterward, ilte prior 
came forth of bis a tall, and did sit him. do-tivn' ilpoil hb kb'eea with his slide.a 'off 
In Uke aort, and did Cl'ltJ> also •nto the uni crou, ·anc1· alt tDe mTonb after lial, 
oae after another in the iame ..... and order; .in the mean time, the wlaele 
qsjre linging a hymn. The service being ended, the said two monks carried 
the croaa to the ,q,i,khre with great reverence.-There are aoaie accilUDfll of 
creeping to 0 the crou ln Brdtll 'Pop11lar A•liqullit•, (vol. i. P· ttf;), ·'if'& 
dleutiom, from an ancient Cereliusilial of the 'kingll of £n«laSld, • thtt on G9tld 
Jlriday, the mber wu to lay a carpet re, the king te ,,.,, to die crou upon,• 
tbat the queen and her ladiea were allo to creep, 

i. Makintr of Ille &puk1're waa a practice fonnded upon ancient tradition, that 
the aecond con1ing of Christ •ollld be on Euter.:tte, 'an'd ·atri!ftire ,JerolMI 
CODCeind tbat the people lhould awaii in 'the charcb until midnight for Cbrllt'a 
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• · This ci&atioa from ,the-Bee-hive u 10 J>'l't exemplified by a 
trans,latipn, prin~ed b.Y Copland, from an ancient novel in Dutch, 

appearance. Tile makin, of tile 1ep11lchrl! in tbe c.-hurch; and watching it, re
~a,im:d ill Eoglaltd till the reformation. DGtliu's account of it is worth no, 
ti_ce, Iu the abbey churc:h of Durham, there wu very solemn service upon 
~ter-day, betwixt three and four o'clock in tbc morning, in honour of the 
Rmt.rrtetion; when two of the eldeat monka of tbe quire came to the Septdcltrt, 
ut up upon Gctod Fridll,Y aft.er tne J.>aaaion, all cov!lred 1'ith red velvet, and 
.~broidered with gold, and then did cenae it, either of the monks with a pair 
,ofailver ~ensera, sitt~g on their knees before the sepulchre, Then they both 
'rising, came to the 1epulchre, out of which, with great re.-ereoce, they took a 
manellons beautif11l iQ1ag41 of our Saviour, represen~g the Ra111Ttctio11 with a 
.craa ha laia baud, iD the breut wbei:eof "¥ ioclq1ed, in most bright crystal, 
~ holy Sacrament of th.e altar, through the which crystal the blessed Host wu 
c~apicno~s to the beholden. Then -~fter the eletation of the sl&id picture, 
carried by the said two monks, upon a fair velvet cushion all embroidered, 
einging the antltem of Cllri,t• r'nurgt111, they brongllt it to the high altar aet
Ulll it Oil the. micht tll.ereo(, tb,e.tw:o monks knffliog before tbe altar, and cep&
,Dlf it all the tim.e tltat the teat of the whole qnire were singing the aforesaid 
~~em; which anthem being ended, the two monks took op the cuahion and 
picture from the altar, supporting it betwixt them, and proceeding in procea-
1ioa &om the high altar to the tlOOtla quire doer, where there were four ancient 
~eaeu. belongiPg to the CLuir•, appoi1,1ted to. a~tfnd their coming, holding up 
a ~oat rich canopy of purp,le velvet, tasselled ron~d about with red silk, and a 
JOOdly gold fringe; and at every coraer of tbe canopy did atand one of these 
ancient gentlemen, to bear it over the said images with the ·holy sacrament 
carried by the two monks round about the church, the 1(Fhole quire waiting 
~pon it with goodly torches, and great atore of other light•; all singing, re
J.oic~g, and praying to God moat devoutly till they came to the high altar 
agaiD; upon which they placed the 1aid image, there to remain till asceDllon 
clay. 
• • :,1 TM Play of llobu Hood was a performan~e in the May games, in which a 

11enon, representing that bold outlaw, preaided u Lord of the May, attended 
by .Maid Marian, his faithful miatrel!I, as Lady of the May, and by persona ap
propriately dreaaed, denominated Robin Hood's men. Bishop Latimer com~ 
plaina, iu one of his Sermona, that coming to preach in a certain town on a 
holiday, he found the clmrch-door locked, and was told the parish ronld not 
IJ,ear him that day, for they were gone to gather for Hobin Hood, it being 
Robin Hood's day, The good Bishop says, that for all hi1 rurhet, he wu fain 
to give place to Robin Hood, King Henry VIII. wu entert.ained witb a Mll)' 
pme at Shooter's-bill by the officers of bis guards, amounting to two hundred~ 
dotbecl in green, beaded by one who penonated Robin Hood. He met tile 
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entitled, 'a mtr!' :llette of a man tJ,at matt caUeb WOtulegfaf/ 
(in the original Ulempiegle). • Bishop Percy cites it ·to the 
following effect. OwLGLAss, whose wagcisb tricks are tbe 
subject of this work, after many adventures, comet to live with · 
a priest who makes him his parish clerk. Thi, priest is de
scribed as keeping a concubine, who had but one eye, to whoni 
Owlglass owed a grudge for revealing his rogueries to bis master. 
At Easter, when the Resurrection wu to be played to the illite
rate people, the priest took his c.oncubioe and put her in the se
pulchre to personate an angel. Upon this, Owlglass provided 
three of the simplest persons in the town to play the three Maries ; 
the parson himself was to play Christ with a banner in his hand. 
O\vlglass then said to his three simple performers, when the 
angel inquires whoiµ you seek, you are· to say the parson's con
cubine with one eye. At the proper part of the representation 
the Angel duly inquired whom they sought, who answered as the 
waggish parish clerk taught them, 'The priest's concubine "'itb 
oue eye.' The woman hearing this, appears to have suspecte(l 
Owlglass, for, rising from the grave,. she aimed a blow at his 
cheek, which missed him, and fell -upon one of the men per
sonating the three Maries, who immediately returning it, she 
seized hi~ by the hair. The man's wife rau up to assist her 
husband ; the priest himself threw down his banner to help his 

king u he waa taJtiag bi.a morning tjde, •tteaded by tile q11een, and nobility 
of both sexes, and inviling bis majesty to see bow he and his companions lived, 
the. royal train was fortl1\)'ith coillJ11cted by the arcJaera, blowing their horni, to 
• yeea wood n11der the hill, aad ushered into aa al'bour of boughs, formed iato 
claawbera covered with flo,,ert and aweet herbs, 1fhere Robin Hood e:a:casiac 
the ,'l\·aat of more delicate refreashment said to the king, ' Sir, we 011tlaws, 
ua!Nllly breakfast upon tenison, and have ao other food to yon;' aRd the king 
and queen eat down, and were se"ed wjth venison and wine. They were well 
pleased witb their entertainment, and oa their departure were 111et by two 
ladies, splendidly apparelled, u the Lady May and the Lady Flora, riding ia 
a rich open chariot, who, aaluti.nc the king with divers goodly songs, brought 
llim to Greenwich, A Pl4y of Rubin Hoo4 for the May Gamea, is i~ podalefa 

• ffllec,tioJJ,-r-~trutt', Sports, p. s 14, 

• Percy', Rcliquu of Anc. Eag. Poetry, vol. i. p, 1st. 
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concubine; a genera] conflict ensued ; and Owlglass seeing them 
1dl together by the ears in the body of the church, went his way 
from the village and returned no more.• Bishop Percy thinks the 
general name of Mysteries was applied to these performance1 
from the my~terious subjects that were frequently chosen for re
presentation, such as the Incarnation, Passion, and Resunection 
of Christ, &.c. 

Warton quotes from Lambarde's Topographical Dictionary; 
written about the year 1570, that during the days of ceremonial 
religion, the priests at Witoey, in Oxfordshire, used to exhibit a 
puppet-show of 7'he Resurrection, &.c. The puppets represented 
Christ, Mary, and other personages; one of them in the charac
ter of a waking watchman, espying Christ to arise, made a con
tinual noise, like the sound caused by the meeting of two sticks, 
and was therefore commonly called Jack Snacker of Wytney. 
Lambarde, when a child, saw the like toy in· St. Paul's Cathedra~ 
London, on the feast of Whitsuntide ; where the Descent of the 
Holy Ghost was performed by a white pigeon being let to By out 
of a bole in the midst of the roof of the great isle. The pigeon with 
-~ lo.ng censer, which came down from the same place almost to the 
ground, was swung up and down at such a length, that it reached 
·with one sweep almost to the west-gate of the church, and with 
the other to the choir stairs ; the censer breathing out over the 
whole church and the assembled multitude a most pleasant per
fume from the sweet things that burnt within it. Lambarde says 
that the like dumb-shows were used every where, to garnish sundry 
parts of the church se_.vice; with spectacles of the nativity, passion, 
imd ~epsio~ . 

.After the Reformation, king ~dward VI. ,vrute a comedy cat
.Jed the Whore oj Bab!Jlon. An incredible number of religious 

a There is 11. copy of Ho,pkglaa in the B'1tish l\foseum .. Bishop Percy, who 
appeara to have used Garrick'& copy, remarks that ' Howleglaa is said io the 
preface to have died in M,cccc,L: at the end of the book, in M,ccc,i..' 

Wheo a boy I read the Adventure& of Ulieapwgel, or the Gm,ia Rope, in a 
traaalation, printed in octavo, and I should think, from wbat I recolleet ofia 
appearance, about 1680. A copy baa not fallen in my way aince. 
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comcdiea ad trap.c:omedi~ were produce4 ~~!It ~ ~. Ou. 
'WM entitled, Jem the true Meuir,u,,_ a c:omedy; anoth~, ~ 
Nn, Gerrna• -'" of Baiaa~; - third, the Cal-oinistic. i>~ 
lilio11 ; and 10 on. Mysteries: of \his ki~d were co.qil)<lsed by 
the ouce celebrated John Bale, who ~\lviog been a catholi~ 
of the. Carmelite mQ~t~ry at Norwich, became a studem ~ 
Oxford, renounced the tenets of Rome, and, ' never ~ore to 
eene so eiecrab)e a beut, I took,' sa.vs he, ' to wife, tb:e (._itb
fw Dorothy io o~nce to \hat t:li\'ioe command, Le~ him ~ 
camot conwin, marry.' lie qbt~u.e~ church preferm~nt, was 
111«e.1ively Biahop of O~_ry, an,d Arcbl;,jsbop of Dublin, witla 
a J)febtQda) stall at Canterbury, where-be died in 1563. One of 
tbis proteswnt pr~late's ~_ysteries, wriuen in 1538, to vio~ 
the doctri-1e of gra~ agai~st such as held the doctrine of free w~ 
and the merit of wo,ks, is entitled, a 7'ragedg or Enterleule, 
9W-n!ifestying (M cl,,ef~ :pro"P.JSU of God. untq mt}n, &.c.; the 
characters arew God, Ada~, Noah, Ab~abam, Moses, David, 
~aaiab, and J~n ibe Baptist; and at the end of each act is a 
kind of cboru.s wbic;b W¥ performed with voices and instru
ments.• 

Jn 1573 was. printed 'a, n.ew Enterlu.de no le8' wit~ie than 
pleasant, enti&.14d, Net1 Cfl,Stom,' wri,teq by i,.no~ber b,a.nd, to vio-• 
dicate and promote lh.e Reformation agai~st ' Old C1,1,9tOA1.' rhe 
clt¥acters are allegQrical, and dis~ the c9nip,_~a\iv.e m.eri~ Qf 

the doctrine beld by th~ twQ dJ#rches wi~ ~ore e~~eatoess than 
temper:-

a Dod1ley'1 Old Plays, vol. i. Baker's Biog. Dramat. by Jones, vol. i, Some 
of Archbishop Bale's other Mysteries are, 1111. A brief comedy or interlude of 
John Baptist'9 preaching. !nd, A brief comedy or interlude of Chmt'• teaq1-
tation by Satan. 3rd, Of Christ "·ben he waa twelve yean old, one comedy. 
4th, Of Baptism and Temptation, two comedies. 5th, Of Lazarus raised from 
tlae Dead, one comedy. 6th, Of the Councils of Biahope, one comedy. 7th, 
Of Simon the Leper, one comedy. 8th, Of the Lord's Supper, and w-.binJ 
t\le feet, one comedy. 9th, Of the Paasion of Christ, two comedies. 10th, 
Of the ae:Pulture and resurrection, two comedie1, &c. 
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·u,1at qf ~M Ch,pd-(a Minister.) 
0 impe of Antechriat, and seed of the-devyll 1 
Borne to all wickedenesse, and nlllhld in all evil. 

Pm,me Doclrine-(an old Popish Priest.) 
Nay, thou stiokiog heretike, art thou there in deed1 
According to thy naughtioes thou must look for speed. 

NeiD Cusloine-(aootber Mi~iater.) 
Godtfe'a bolie woorde in no wise can be beresie, 
Though so y011 terme it never IIO falaly-. 

P,n,me Doctriit,. 
Yee precious whoreaoo, art thou there too? 
I think you have pretended some hanne mee to doo. 
Helpe, HelpE>, I aay, let mee be gone at once, 
Elle I Will smiie thee in the face by Godde'• bones. 

Nero CtUtome. 
Yoti must be contented a little season to stay, 
Lig_bt of the Goepell, for your profite, hath some thing to 111y.a 

• 

'New Custom,' bo,vever, cannot be properly called a Mys-• 
tery, but a :Mo,ality. Theatrically considered, Mysteries are dra
matic representations· of religious subjects from the Old or New 
Testament, or Apocryphal story, or the lives of saints. Moralitiee 
are dramatic allegories, in which the characters personify certain 
Yice11 or virtues, with the intent to enforce some moral or religious 
principle. Moralities were of later origin than Mysteries, but 
they·existed togelher, and sometimes esch partook of the nature 
of the other. A dramatkpiece in MS. entitled the ' Ca-atle of 
Good :Preservance,' formerly belonging to the -late Dr. Cox 
Macro, is of this mixed character. In a sort of stage direction 
written on the first lt?af, the 'amanuensis , bas drawn a diagram of 
two circles, one within • the other ; . in the space between the,e 
two circles he has written in words, filling the · circumfeunc:e, 
' this is the watyr a bowte the place, if any dy~be may be mad 
it· echal • be pleyed; er ell:,s that it be strongely barryd al a bowt; 
and lete oowth ov'r many stytelergs be w't inne the plase.' On 
the outside of the ' dycbe' or circle at five several stations, are 
written the following Wl'.>rds denoting the relative poaitioos of five 
acaffolds, and the characters that play, namely, ' Sowth, Caro 

• Dodeley'a Old Plays, vol. i. P• 7-i. • 
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Sbf'old-West, Mund,u Skatl'old-Northe, Bel!Jal Skaft'otd
Northeat, Co'Dt!/t!l•t Skatl'old-Est, Deu, Skafold.' lo the mid
dle of the space surrounded by the double circle denoting the 
' dyche' is drawn the castle, with, a sort of bench or table 
below it, and benenth that is written :-' here mankynde is bed 
achal be under the castel, and there scbal the sowle lye, 
under the bed, tyl be scbal ryse and playe.' There are other di
rections to the players io these words :-' the iii dowters scbul 
be clad i' metelys : mercy with rythwysnesse i' red altogedyr, 
Trewethe in sad grene, and pes al in blake; and the'i schal 
pleye in the plaie al to gedyr, tyl they bringe up the sowle-and 
he that shal pley belyal, loke that be have gune powd•r, bren'y'g 
in pypys i' b's bands, and i' h's eis, ~n~ i' b's * * * whane be 
gothe to batayle.' 

Though there is no existing memorial of the representation 
of Mysteries in England. since the ,latter end of the sixteenth . 
century, yet, for some time after the Rerorma_tiou, Mysteries.alld 
Moralities continued to be written expressly to promote and secure 
the new order of things. They lashed tfie catb~Jics uosparingly, 
who do not appear to have at all.ventured to retort in the. sa~ 
way, except in the reign of Henry VIII. by a dramatic piece, .en-:
titled, Every Man, 'in manner of a moralle play:• de,i~ed.t~ 
reconcile the people to the doctrines and wprship of · the anciom 
church. This etl'ort was fruitless, for notwithstanding that after the 
death of Henry, who prohibited the performance of Mysteries, 
their representation was restored by Mary, yet no attempts weire 
made by such means, to stay the fall of the. papal power ia Eng
land. It had received a mortal shock from the establishment o( 
tbe printing press,., which enabled the people to:read the New Tee-, 

• 'Imprynted at Londoa in Poole's Cha_rch Y11rd,. by:me John Sli;o(,' 4to!_ 
•Ja 1.,.1,7+, was this art brought into England, by William Caxton, a native. 

and a printing preae set up by blm at Weatminater. Theae proceedings fot the 
adnacement oflearning and knowledge, eapecially in divine matters, alarmed 
the ignor&Dt and illiterate monka.-Tbe Yicar or Croydon expreased-himtelft• 
the following purpose in a sermon which be preacbt>d at St. Paul's <;roa about 
thia time; We_,, root olll priatiiw, or priialui,-toill rool nl u.'-Lelllu', Hill._ 
., .,.,. na,r. p. 65. 
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1hent (or themselves ; and the chief trace that the old Hierarchy 
left of its dramatic esistence was the acting of plays irr the churches, 
which was finally ordered to be discontinued by a proclamation 
of Henry Viii. in 1542; but their performance on Sundays was 
continued by the choristers of St. Paul's cathedral and the chapel 
royal, so late even as the reign of Charles the First. 

The difficulty of wholly suppressing an ancient usage is re
markably evinced by examples of recent date, 

The Taller of May 14, 1709, cite■ a Jetter from Bath, describ-
ing ·the· rivalry of Prudeotia and· Florimel, two ladies. at that water' .. 
ing place. Florimel bespoke the play of Alexander the Gr~at, to be 
acted by the company of strollers on Thursday evening, and the 
letter-writer accepted the lady's invitation to be of her party; bot 
he says, ' Prudeiltia had counter-plotted us, and had bespoke on 
the same evening, the poppet-ahow of the Creation of the World. 
She had engaged every body to be there ; and to turn our leader • 
into ridicule, had secretly let them know that the poppet &e 
was made the most like Florimel that ever was seen. On Thurs
day morning the poppet drummer, Adam and Eve, and several 
others that lived before the flood, passed through the streets on 
borseback to invite us all to the pastime, and the representation 
of such things as we all know to be true; and Mr. Mayor was 
110·•wise as to prefer these innocent people, the poppets, who he 
,uid were to represent Christians, before the wicked players who 
were to show Alexander an heathen philosopher. When \Ve came 
to Noah's Flood in the show, Punch and his wife were intro
duced dancing in the ark. Old Mrs. Petulant desired both her 
daughters to mind the moral ; then whispered to Mra. Mayoress, 
" This is very proper for young people to see." Punch at the 
end of the play made Madam Prudentia a bow, and was very civil 
to the whole company, making bows till his buttons touched the 
ground.' Sir Richard Steele in the Spectator of March t 6, 1711, 
intimate. that Powell, the puppet-show man, exhibited religious 
1111bject■ with his puppets, under the little piazza in Covent Garden ; 
and talks of ' his next opera of Susannah, or Innocence, betrayed 
which will be exhibited ne:at week with a pair of new Elders.' 

2F • 
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Strult qqotc!a a p~ppet...,~,v.-,,n', 1'UI, ijn die reign ~f ~e., 
at ~be Bri~ M~c;um, which ·11nooup~es ~riptural aubje.<:ts "' 
follows: ' At C"'wley's BoQth, Q~r agai,i.t t\l~ Crown ',fa
vem, ia S~tl~ld, cJur~ die li~e ~f .Jl<,.,:t'4olo1flta, Fair, 
~ill be presented ·a little opera,. ca\led t4e Old C,;eation of (lie 
World, yet newlJ revived; with t~ additjoo Qf Noa},'s Flood; 
also aeveral fountains playirig water d11ring tb~ time of Jhe pJay. 
The last sceue does preaeot Noah and ~ia fa.otil,y coming ~ Qf 

tb~ ark, with all the beast,s two by t~o, ~ aH the fowls o(the 
air aeen in a pro1pec;t sitting 11pon 1-"ees; likewis~ ov.er ~be 11r~ ~ 
aeen the sun rising in a glorious manner : mor~over a ~UJ\\lutie 
of •·ls will be seen in a double ran~, which pr£¥D~ • dquJ,w 
prospect, o-.e for the sua1, ~e other for a palace, wher:e '1'iU be 
seen sir angel, ringir,g of hell,. Likewise mac~~s f:le~e¥id 
from above, double. and treble, with Dities riling out of hel,l, a,lll 
Lnunu seen in A.l,ra~m•, OOIO'i', besides 1everal figur(!IJ .taoi:• 
ing jigp, sarabande, and country dances, to thl! itd~j,;aa.ion ~f die 
specta~n; with the merry conceit, of $quire P14n'4. tt.-d Sir. 
John Spenilall.' 

Perhaps the adventnr:es of Puch iq the common. puppet• 
s,how, gave rye to dramatic perf~rmanceit qf greater. ~lebriff. 
Pooch always comes up gay, beedlese, and v,;ry well sati$ed with 
hil0'81f. He ia a senaual, diuolute, hani4!iu:d. c;b~r# who 
beats his wife and child, bas a thorough a>ntempt {or DJOral re
putatioo, ditregards the advice of the priest, ~s . bini down, 
dances with hit female auociates, i,s a little frigbJeoed. by .a epec
tre, becomes 88 bad 88 eYer, OOCi8 not fear the devil, fight,s wi&b 
him, is con4uered, and finally ca,ried off to bell. The ad~en,
tures of Don Juan, or the Libertine Destroyed, of the IJi~tn.s, 
afld the Don Giooanni of the I~ian opera, seem but an am-

1 
·f 

plified representation of the adventures of Punch,. the J~tiJte I 
deatroJed, in the puppet-show of the atreets. 

The &,glisb puppet-show was fo~ly ~ed . a motion. 
Sbakspeare mentions the performance of My~teria by puppets ; 
bii Autolycus frequented wakes, fairs, and bear-baitioga, apd 

mp~d a motion of lhe Prodigal Sor,: On a 'f welfth 
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night, in 1818, a man, making the usual Christmas cry, of 
' Gallantee 1hM1J,' was called io to exhibit his performances for 
the amusement of my young folks and their companions. Most 
unexpectedly, be ' compassed a motion of the Prodigal Son;' by 
dancing bis transparencies between the magnifying glass and can
dle of a magic laothom, . the coloured figures greatly enlarged, 
were reflected on a sheet spread against the wall of a darkened 
room. 'fhe prodigal son was represented carousing with bis 
companions at the Swan loo, at Stratford ; while the landlady 
in the bar, on every fresh call, was seen to score double. There 
was also Noa'/a's .Ark, with ' Pull Dhiil; • Ptlll Baker/ o; the ju'st 
judgment ti'pon a baker who·llold ·bread •ebdrt·of 'weight,' and was 
earned to hell in :bis own basket. . 'nle' •teadet-~m · ~r- in mind~ 
thrrt this' was· not a· 111otion iO: th'e -drimatic .~ of ihe word; 
'b\kt· a puppet.like exhibition ·of'• a, Myst~ry, with discreplincl~$ 
6f die mne character as those whids r,ecutiarized the 'Mysteriei 
of Ave centuries ago. The Gatlantee-showman narrated witli 
istonishing • gra\lity the ioci't!el'lfa of every ·fresh scene, while 
Ins ·tompal\ion in the room pfayed country-dances' and othet 
times, '00 1 tlxe street organ, daring the whole of the perfomumd. 
The tnatiager informed die that bis show ·had ·been the sarne-dur-
iog ~y-y~rs, and, JO ttuth, it was m1variable; for tt\s entire 
ptbpetty coosrsted of but tliis·one set of ·glasses, aod his magic 
Jandiorn. I fail~d in an ertd'l!av\:>tu to 111ake him comprehend 
&'at its· propriety could be doubted' of: it was the first time that 
Ire bad heiird of the pbmbility of objection to an· entertainment' 
which bis liu~iences wit11e~eiii ~ery night with ubcommon and· 
iliibounded 'applause~ ' Expressint a' hope that I would ('Ommand 
liiW'c!o\lipanj' at it future tittte~ he ptidiis' card· into ray hamtrin
scrib~d, · •"TM ltoytil Gallti~tee 8Nofl', pr<lvided' byJ os. Leverge, 
7 ,' Ely chul:'t, flblborn' Hill:~ the; very spbl'· wh~«ion , the last 
tliijatricalrepi'esen!ation·of· a' Myste~,' ttie play of Clarut•, Pas
si6n/is t~ccil'deil tiHave been wit~essed in Eoglatid. 
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IX. PAGEANTS. 

' Not a rwk bebiad.' ~ 

W ~ a TON thinks that the Pageants, which oo civil ~ooa de
rived great part of their decorationa and actora from hiatorical 
fact, and consequeptly made profane characters the subject of 
p11blic exhibition, dictated ideu of a regular drama much IIOOllel' 

tbau the Mysteries.• Whether this were 10 or not, the Pageants 
eometimea partook of the nature of Mysteriea, and were of a 
mixed character. Tbia is particularly exemplified io t~e prints 
to the _deacriptive volume of the great Haerlem abow; before 
ment.ioned,b There were on that occasion personifi.ca~ -~ 
V:~nity, Wisdom, War, Cruelty, Faith, aope, Charity;:Learoiog, 
]?ride, Poverty, Bli~, Druokennea, EvilConscie~ce, Wick«l
fl~, . .[)esp.air, Fame, ~ad Report, Envy, Hypocrisy, Hunger, 
'f birst, Pain : personations of Christ, Judas, Ananias, Sapphira, 
Zaccheus, Com~lius, Tabitha, 1'9~, Midu, M~wy, Soldien, 
Murderers, M~rcbants, Pric;s'8, &c. RicbeJ is there represented 
as a man richly habited, accompanied by .Covetouaoess, a female 
wit~ a high ruff opep at the oe~ in front, from whence apriop: 
a large branch t,hat falls horizontally ove~ her shoulder, to 
Achan, Ahab, and J udlts, who follow in the proceuion, plu~iog 
~he fru_i, from the bough. In another of ,these priotl, Cbrut 
barefooted and in a close v~t, precedes a penit4mt•lookiog man, 
and grjlSpa a sword in ~ia right hand which he tuma round and. 
points at the .devil, 'who holds a prQBg,C anti ia at . the man's 

• Wartou, vol. ii. p,.-0!. • Page 14.1, at,. 
c Thia ia the prong, a fac limile of that iu Hearae'• print, p, tS8, au. 
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beela with Hell .and Deatp folle)Wiog. • Hell is denoted by • 
~lack mo.ok-li~e figure walking without a bead, tlame and smoke 
iaiuipg for.lb at the top instead ; Death, gaunt and naked, holds 
a large da.-t ; • the Devil baa a human . face with horns, and a 
blunt tail, rather thickened at the end, trailing on the ground 
like a rope. A procession in one of these plates repre
sents the story of Hatto, Bishop of Mentz, who, in order that 
a scarcity might the sooner cease, auembled the poor that were 
11.1fferiog by famine, in a ·barn, and caused them to be burnt 
alive, aaying, that poor people were like mice, good for nothing 
but to devour corn; wherefore God Almighty raised up an army 
of mice to do judgment upon him, from whom he escaped to a 
tower in the mid~le of the Rhine, whither the mice swam, and 
miserably devoured him. This story was told in the pageant by a 
wooden building apparently OD fire; people enclosed within, \)Ut 
their bands through the bars of the window imploring relief; a 
aoldier with a lighted torch in one band, stabs at them witb a 
dagger graaped in the other ; the archbishop, robed, mitred, and 
croaiered, follows dignifiedly; while Avarice infuses her thought, 
into bia ear. with a pair of bellows; lastly, a dart, from which 
mice are bung by the back, is uplifted acainat him by death.• 

Strutt remuks that Pageants, though commonly exhibited in 
1he peat towns and cities of England on solemn and joyful oc
cuiom, were more frequent ia London, on account of its being 
the. lheatr~ for the entertainment of foreign monarchs, and for the 
procession of our own . kings and queens to their coronation, or 
on .their return from abroad; besides which, there \tere the cere
monials incident at stated periods, such aa the setting of the mid
s~mmer watch, and the Lord Mayor's Show. Accordingly a 
considerable number of different artificers were kept at the city', 
expeoee to·fumiab the machinery for the Pageant,, and to deco
rate them; and a great part of Leaden Hall wu anciently appro• 
priated to painting and depositing them. The fronta of the 

• The atory ia agreeably venified, by Mr. Southey, in the ballact of Ged'1J'"'-'• 
mtnl on• BilMp.-Mmor p_,, 1815, vol. iii. p. 66. 
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hollies in the streets through which die processions passed, ~ere 
covered wicb rieh adornments of tape.iry,' arras, and cloth of 
101d ; the chief magistrates and inost opulent citizens usually a~ 
peared on horseback in sumptuouil habits, and joined the caval
cade, wbile the ringing of bells, the sound of music from variriu~ 
quarters, and the shouts of the populace, nearly stunned the ean 
of the spectators. At certain distances, in places appointed for 
the purpose, the Pageants were erected:, ,thich were temporary 
bttilcfings representing castlbi, palaces, gardens; rocks or forests, 
as the occasion required, where nymphs~ fauns, :satyrs, gods, god
desses, angels, and devils, app~red in company with. giants, sa~ 

. ' . . . ·, 
vages, dragons, saints, knights, buffoons, and dwarfs, surrouritletl 
by minttrela and choristers; the heathen mythology, the' legerids 
of cbinlry, and Christian divinity, were tidiculousf,i J.hmbt~lf•fo.:. 
gether without meaning ; and the exhibitions usuaHy cbiidu&d 
with doll ,pedantic harangues exceedingly tedious~; itrid' iepl~te 
111ith the grossest adulation'. a Warton is of opinion tliilt if ·;,as 
Mt until about tile reign of Henry VI.- that the p~ifmuiets·'io! t'b~_ -
Pageants &egan to recit'e; FtdDl a few oot~ds sdrrie esliniate 
may be' fortned of the conse~uenct in which they were h«M, and 
the nature <>f the ~xhibitioti. • J • • 

St,ype sitys; tha-'t ·Pag~nts were &hibited in· 1:.ondoif w°iieo 
Queen' Eie~nor rodJ. tbtoug1i. ti>e city !<> her coronatiorr m li3ff,• 
and againm li!)S, ori occa~ion:of·tfie vrctory·o6tamed' b'f'Etl~ 
eard 1.-olfer tire Scot,.· There! \\'ere ~ants· in 1S91, .... ~ 
Edwiui ihe bUick prince bro\.a~IW Jon~:king of lrarke pruoner 1 
through tbEi city ; in 190~', Jlieri • Rich'iircf It passed' tflrougfl' 
L)odon: after die cifi~ris, ,:1,_y 5U~nrissibri, and'tbe queen's i~ter-
ceaiion', • had -obtail'l'ed the': resti:jratibn .Jr th~ir clfa~r ; • and again, 1 
in i4'1.s; upori the entry of Hen~y v. aft~t tlie' battle~, Agin- J 
~Ufl, 4 '; , • 

In 14.s'i~ *lii~h· H~nty' VI. ente~ea· Paris afl,irig of Fril'tic~, be 
·; ;:1 

• Strntt'e Sporle, introd. p. xxiii. 
• 11 Oler, 0 p R'eplity, by, Mt-. Arthur Taylor, P· !&1·~ c Ibid; P· !S6, 

4 Jones'a Biilgt, Dram. art. Pageant. 1 
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was in,et ~here by t~~ natip.~al ~nd muni~ip.aJ iu,1t1'otiijj!s, a~co~~ 
pa~ied;~y the ,pin.e worthies. o.n ho~se~ac~ ri?~ly arr_n~4r~ . , 

Jn I.g.4,;51 O!) ,the same kiog'.s marriag~ "'i~h. 11~se11 :M:~rg~re~, 
when sht: i,pp.ro~ched ~~do~, the m~yor•~ a,!4er~en, ~~eritl"s,, aQ~ 

fhe crafts, w.e~rjng ~heir r~spectiv!'l cogoizaoc·e~, wen\ (orth l4l 

~et her, and brought her in gr~at sta~ through t~e. dty, ',v.Lere 
were s~mptuous ~nd costly page~.nts,. witb verses ~y · Lydgate.,, at;i<\ 
resemblance of divers old histories, to th~ g~rat comfor\ of th~ 
Queen er attendant.sl • 

<l en.of Henry VI. visiting Co~eqtry, in 1~5, at Bab-. 
•I ,, ••• ' ' , , '' ·• .• •• 

l,ake. )ty, the.re ~~~ , . ..1es$e 9ver l~e g~t!, sh0\1iog ~WQ, 

spt;et , . ad~ by ls~iah a~~ ~~remial.i,1; in coll:lpli!)lent to the 
Queen, and compari(!g ~r to the root of Je~~~- \Yit~in the P.J~ 
~t ~he east ~d. of the churc~, St. '.Ed ware\, and S~. J o~o t~ 
Evangelist, were equally poliw in their welcoaie to her ~aj~~y .. 
Afterwards th~. coQduit in the. ' Smythf or~e-strete' wa,s r.ig~~ 
well arrayed, anµ tpere were. showed t~e fow-speeches of the, • • 
four. cardinal virtues. · At the cross in the ' Crosc~epyng' were 
di~ers angels cens~ng ahigh ·on the cross, and ~ine, rupoing ou~ 
at divers places. Between the cross and the conduit weJ.e nine 
pa~ants,. ai.id i~ every. pa~eant a speech from qne of the: nine con• 
qu!!rors! . Joshua in bis speech told her majesty that if any on~ 
dared to do her wrong, be would fight for ber : David. told bei: 
that· in dainties be bad liv.ed all bis life, bad slain Goiiath, and , 

' ~o'uld obey ·he~ as a kind knight for the love of he". liege Lord 
• ' • t ' ' • ' 

King Henry. Tlt~ conduit, was arra~ed with as ipaoy virgil!s as. 
might be th,ereupon ; and , there was made a gre11t dragon, and 
St. !4argaret slaying him l>y' IJlil'll~ le, with a suiJabl~ speech fro~,, 
her.c . .,,,,,... • . . ,.... , .. ' 

, On tbe'i4th ~f April, )4f4, Prince Edward coming o~t of 
Wales to Coventry, was wel~oµi~d by the rµayor and comqionalty.' 
There was ~ station with, t~r~e patriarc~s t~~r(! st~n<ljog. witli . 
Jacob's twelve sons, with. ~in$trelsyof harp and: dulcimers, and a 

• Ibid. p. 267. b Ibid. p. 26il. 
< Pageant of the She~emen anti Taylor5; Coventry, 1817, fto. 
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tpeech from one of the patriarchs. At the cro11 were three pro
phets 1tandiog, and upon the cross above were children of Israel 
1inging and cuting down sweet cakes and tlowen, and four pipes 
running wine. Upon the conduit wu St. George and a king'• 
daughter kneeling before him with a lamb, and the father md 
mother in a tower above, beholding St. George saving their daugh
ter from the dragon, and the conduit running wine in three plac:e1, 
and minstrelsy of organ playing.• __ 

In 1486, king Henry VII. after his0 coronation, 1nada4-pro .. 
gre11 to the north, with a large attendance of nobjiity. Three 
oiiles from York the king in a gown of cloth or gold furred 1with 
ermine, was received by the sheriffs and citizen, with their recorder, 
who welcom-ed him with a speech. Half a mile without the gate 
he was received by processions of frian and dignified clergy, who 
with an immense multitude attended him to the gate of the city, 

.. where was a pageant of divers persons and minstrelsy, and thereby 
stood a crowned king, by name Ebraneus, who had a versified 
speech. At the hither end of ' House Brigge' wu another pageant 
garnished with ships and boats, and Solomon in bis habit royally 
clothed, bad another speech. At the turning into ' Conyeux-atreet• 
there was a pageant of the assumption of our lady, with her 
speech. At the end of ' Conyeux-street' wu another stage with a 
pageant, wherein· stood king David, armed and crowned, with a 
naked sword in his hand, also making a Speech. In divers patfa 

of the city were hung tapestry and other cloth,, and plleries from 
one side of the street over athwart to the other, with casting out 
of sweet cakes, wafers, and comfits, in quantity like haibtones, for 
joy and rejoicing at the king's coming.• 

On the 'l5th of November next year, 1487, Elizabeth, 
queen to Henry VII. departed from Greenwich by water, to 
her coronation. She was attended by the city authorities and 
companies in their barges richly decorated, but especially a 
barge called the bachelors' barge was garnished passing all the 
rest, with a great red dragon spouting flames of fire into the 

• Pageant oftbe Sberemen 11nd Taylor,. & Leland, Collect. vol. iv. p. 185. 
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Thunes, and many other ' gentle1;11anli~ :pageants curiou•ly de, 
vited tQ do her highDeM sport; and SQ attended, she was landed 
at_ the. tow:r, where abe step, •. On- the .mor.-ow her prqgres, 
through the city to Westmio&ter wu. m~cently welcomed by 
aiogiog children, 99me a.rrayed like aogels,,:~nd others like vir
gins; to 11m& .sweet song• as she p.as~d aloug.•_ . 

1n 1501, on ,the Princess Catharine of Spain arriving in Lon• 
dou to be married to Prince Atthur, her proce.saion through the 

magnifiQeut. la the P•ants, which were nume
rous •u11prbly furnisbed,.the prini;ipal actors or speakers were 
not ~llil!M>d the Faiher, St. Catharine, and St. Ursula, but kmg 
Alphonsu the astr011omer and an anc~tor of the Prioceas, a 
senator, an angel, Job, Boethius, Nobility, and Virtue. These 
characters sustained a dialogue.• • 
_ On St. Panl'.s day·in Jaaua,y 1502, 'James king of Scotts,' 

• by his pro:1y, Patrick Earl of Both.weU, was afti~m::ed to the prin~ . 
~u . M.argaret, daughter, of Henry VII.; on the morning after 
which there, w111 in the _ball a goodly pageant, curiously wrought 
with ' f eneatrallia,' ha~ many lighta burning in the same, io 
man~r of a laothorn, out. of which sorted divers sorts of 
' moriek•.'• The· same year,, on the arrival of the Princess 
ia &Nubprgh, 811 queen of Scotla1\d,.at the entrance of the ·town 
waf .. a paiQted, gate wi&b _ t,\'.O ' towrell11,' and a ,viodo_w io. the 
raida~ ,iJJd at.the window, Q{ the ' towrells,' angels singing jo~ 
oualy, and-at the-niiddle-window w•s likewise an angel present .. 
iag t~t ke.ys of the ,town -to the queen. In the midst of the town 
wu a. '. 1c,rfaw11t,' where •~: represented Paris and the three 
godd~es, with Mercury, who •ve him the apple of gold for &Illa 
faireat. . ln .the-.' . scerfaw&t:' was rep,esented • also the salutation 
of!G.al,riel tQ the Virgyne, and the aolemomtion of the marriage 
betweea tbei Virgin and Joseph. Further on was another new made 
gate Alpo.-,YMich were the Jour Virtues: Justice holding iu her 
ritbt hand a naked mord, and the balances in the other, tram-

• Glory of Regality, p. ff 6, • Warton, vol. ii. p. tot. 
~ ~•d. Collect. -yol. iv. p. t6S. 
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pied upon Nero; Fortituc'le armed, held a shaft, and trod ~ 
Holofemes ; Temperance held in her band the bit o! ' an horse,' 
under her feet was Epicurus; Prudence held in her hand a 
' Syerge,' and stood upon Sardanapalus. With these figures were 
tabrets that played merrily, while the noble company past through ... 

When Charles V. Emperor of Germany visited Henry VIII. 
iu England, his reception in the city of London was graced by 
splendid pageants, the descriptions of which are still i 

The coronation of Ann Boleyn on t6e 1st of Jun was 
preceded by a procession through London, after sh rom 
Greenwich. On this occasion the citizens devise lous 
pageants, in which were Apollo with the muses, an • Anne, 
with her children. The three Graces were on Combill, and the 
cardinal Virtues in Fleet-street.• 

On the 9th of February, 1546.7, king Edward VI. prfceeded 
from the city of Lendon, in great state, to his coronation at West
minster. The crafts and aldermen stood arrayed in order ; priests 
and clerks, with their crosses and censen, ceased him as he pass
ed: tapestry, arras, and cloths of gold and silver, were hung on 
the houses, and rich streamers and banners Goaled in the air. The 
procession was very splendid. In various parts of the city were 
goodly pageants and _devices, and therein goodly melody, and elo
quent speeches of noble histories. 1. At the conduit in Cornhill, 
was a pageant garnished with rich arras, on it were a conduit run
ning sweet wine, divers instruments, and goodly singing, and two 
children pronounced speeches to the king, with a song which con.
tains expressions very like some in the present song of God save 
the King. 2. On the pageant at the great ~onduit in Cheap, were 
persons resembling Valentine and Orson, one clothed with moss and 
ivy leave~, holding a great club of yew tree, the. other as a knight, 
and they pronounced speeches. . The conduit ran wine, and was 
richly garnished ; near it stood four children, as Grace, Nature, 
Forhlne, and Charity, who, one after the other, made speeches, 

.. Leland. Collect. vol. iv. p. !90, 
~ MS. in Bibi. C, C. C. Cantab. N •. vil. 10. • Glory of Regality, p. !SS, 
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At a distance round the conduit, stood eight ladies richly appa• 
relied, representing ' Sapience,' and the seven Liberal Sciences .. • 
At the end of the conduit, towards Cheap, was a double scaffold, 
one above the other, hung with cloth and &'ilk, besides rich arras. 
The upper contained a heaven, with the sun and stars, and clouds, 
that spread abroad, letting down a lesser cloud of white sarcenet, 
fringed with silk, powdered with stars and beams of gold, from · 
whence a pbamix descended down to a mount of sweet shrubs on 
the lower scaffold, and there setting, a lion of gold crowned made 
amity to the phcenix by motions of the head; between which 
familiarity, as it seemed, there came forth a young lion, on whose 
head, two angels from the heaven, placed an imperial crown, and 
the old lion and the phamix vanished, leaving the young lio1J 
crowned alone, and then the aforesaid ladies delivered speeches. 
On the. nether scaffold, a child royally arrayed, representing the 
king, was seated on a throne, supported by four other children, 
representing Royalty with a sceptre, Justice with a sword, Truth, 
with a book, and Mercy with a curtana ,· these four made speeches. 
Also, beside the throne was the golden fleece, kept by two bulls 
and a serpent, their mouths tlaming out fire, and six children who 
played upon the ' regalles,' and sang goodly soogs. S. Th~ little 
conduit in Cheap being richly bung and ornamented, at the top 
1\118 a tower, with the waits playing in it, an old man sitti~g in a 
chair, crowned, sceptred, and arrayed, represented king Edward. 
the Confessor, with a lion of gold lying before Lim which moved 
its bead. On a stage, at the foot of the conduit, St. George stood 
in complete harness, with a page also harnessed, holding his spear 
and •ield, and a fair maiden holding a lamb in a string; near them 
was a child richly apparelled, to pronounce a Latin oration, and 
St. George was tto make one in English, but, for lack of time, 
it could not be done, bis grace made such speed : howbeit, there 
was a song. 4. When the king came to St. George's church, io 
St. Paul's churchyard, there was a rope stretched from the battie-
. ments of St. Paul's, and with a great anchor, fastened a little 
before Paul's house-g)lte, When the king approached, there 

• 
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came a mao, a native of Amgon, lying on the rope, his hea4 
forward, casting his arms and hi, legs abroad, running· on ,bia, 
breast on the rope from the battlements to the ground, as it had 
been an arrow out of a bow. Then rising from the ground, he· 
went to the king, and kissed his foot, and after certain words to 
his Highness, departed, and went upwards upon the rope till he 
came over the midst of the church, and there, having a rope 
about him, he played certain mysteries on tl1e said rope, as tumb
ling, casting one leg from another, tying himself by -the right leg 
a little beneath ' the wrist' of the foot, and banging a while re
covered· himself upon the rope, unkoit the·knot, and came down 
again, which staid the king's ntajesty; with all the train, a good 
space of time. 5. Upon the grest conduit in Fleet Street, WU a 
stnge, whereon sat a child richly arrayed;•to represent Truth, with 
two other children before him in red, representing Faith and 
Justice, whose names were written on their•ptaces. As tl1e kjng 
passed, Truth made a speech,· and two hogsheads of wine were 
broached, 'take who would.' The company then proceeded in 
goodly order to Temple-bar. The gate was painted with battle .. 
ments and buttresses of divers colours, richly hung witt. doth of 
arras, and garnished with fourteen standards. Eight Fren,ch truna,. 
peters blew their trumpets after the fashion of their country, aad 
besides them were a pair of ' regaUes,' • an4 children· singing to 
them. The company then proceeded itt go.odly . order till they 
came to Westminster, to abide the coronati<>11/ 

On the 1st of October, 155-S, the coronation of Q11een Mary 
was performed by Gardiner:, bishop of Wiuchester. Her pro
gress to the ceremony through ·the city was celeb1·ated "'.ith '8imi
lar exhibitions; ' one master Heiwood' sat in a pageant under a 
vine, and made an oration in Latin and English; Ind', as ifto outdo 
the flying argosine at the last coronation, we have ·here ll Dutch
man standing on the weathercock of St. Paul's steeple, who, holding 
a streamer in bis band of five yards long; and waving thereof, stood 

• Lelimd. Collectao. vol. iv', fl· 3!!. 
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sometimes on ·one foot and.Jbo~lt the other, and.then .beeled, on, 
his:kflees to the great.mar.vel of. .the people.• 

At the coronation of Queen .Elizabeth,. on Sunday, January 
15, UAS-9, her progress was 91arked by superb pageants. OQ 
her .ar{iv.al at Temple-bar, Gogmagog .and CoriR11:us, two giants, 
were seen holding above the gate, a table wherein was writ
ten in Latin verse, ' the effect of all the pageant, which the 
city .before bad erected.'b 
. The encouragement that literature and the Greek language 

received from Elizabeth, created a fashion for classical allusion 
upon every convenient occasion, a11d the queen's admiration of this 
kind of compliment, caused the mythology of ancient learning to 
be introd11ced into the various sh9ws and specl!lcles in her bo
neur, Warton says, tb.at when abe paraded through a country 
town almost every pqgeant was a pantheon. When she paid a 
~sit at the house of any of her uobility, on entering the ball ah 
w:aa saluted by the Penate11, and conducted to her privy-chamber 
by Mercury : in the afternoon, when she condescended to walk 
in the garden, the lake w.u covered with tritona and nereids ; the 
pages of the family WeJe converted into wood-nymphs, who passed 
from every bower; and the footmen gamboled over the lawn in 
the figure o/ satyrs.• 

On the 15th of March, 1603> w.heo king James I. aod Que~ 
Aun,e ·passed from the·towQr through Londmi, there were variowi 
pageants, with laudatory speeches in English and Latin. Ou 
the 3Lst .of May, 1610,, \be corporatiou of London met Prince 
Henry on bis retum fro-1 Ric:bmOJJd, and entertained him with a 
gra..i water-fight and .fire-works. In l 616, ' the city's love' waa 
manifested by a water entert,ainment at Chelsea and Whitehall, QD 

the creation of die Prince of Wale8, who, afterward11, 25th Nov. 
1641, wheq Charles J. WJtS treated with a ' triumph' on .his safe 
arrival from Scotland. On the 5th of July, 1660, there were 

'magnificent triumphs ~t an entertainment given in the Guildhall 
to Charles II., the Dukes of York and Gloucester, the two house, 

~ Glory ofRegality, p, !87, • Ibid. c Wartoo, •ol. iii. i:• 491. 
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of parliament, the privy-council; judges, 8tc. The passage of 
Charles II. through u.,ndon to his coronation in 1661, ·,vas cele
brated by pageants, with ' speeches and impresses illustrated from 
ahtiquity ;' and on the 2Sd of August, J 662, the city welcomed his 
return with bis queen, from Hampton Court, to Whitehall, ,vith 
1how!I and pageants upon the Thames. 

1l1e Old Chronicle, contain large particulars of these and similar 
exhibitions. Certain traces of the processional parts were retained in 
London about forty or fifty years ago, in the lord mayor's show : 
but the pageants and orations have been long discontinued, and 
the show-itself is so much contracted, that it is in reality altogether 
unworthy of such an appellation.• However, as the citizens in 
general are so little acquainted with the subject, .that most of 
those I have inquired of rather express a desire for-some informa
tion regarding this ancient usage, I have endeavoured to contribitte 
towards their satisfaction in tbe next article. Before concluding 
this it may be proper to observe that there were satirical-pa
geants accommodated to the amusement of the vulgar. . The 
procession of the Miserable Scald Masom, of which there 
is a large print, was' of this kind. Its description, there is not 
room to insert without omitting some account of another; more 
connected with the subject, from a pamphlet • intitled, ' The So
lemn Mock ProceJsion, or the Tryal and Execution of the Pope 
and his ministers on the 17. of Nov. at Temple-Bar, 1680;' ·(4to. 
8 pages.) It was a practice on that day, being the anniversary 
of Queen Elizabeth's accession to the throne, to celebrate the 
event in London by a pageant in honour of the established reli .. 
giun, and in ridicule of the Pope, ' the Arch-Traitor an<\ the 
:head lngineer not only of our civil combinations, bbt also of the 
,lamentable firing of this famous mother city of iour country;' to 
commemorate whicli conflagration, with equal truth, the monu
ment on Fish Street Hill, 

' Like a tall bully, lifts ita bead and lies.' 

The author of the procession apologetically observes that 

l' Strutt'a Sports, lntrod. p. :ui,. 
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'Erasmus's satyrical drollery was found to be as 'effectual to bring 
down the Romish pageantry as Lutber's gravity of argument,' and 
proceeds to describe the show of the day, which though abridged 
here, is chiefly given in the words of the tract, as follows:-

First the Captain of the Pope's guard on horseback ·followed 
by ten pioneers in red caps and coats in ranks, with staves and 
truncheons, to make way (as whifflers] for the main body. Next 
a bellman ringing, and saying in a loud doleful voice, ' Remember 
Justice Godfrey:• Then a dead bloody corpse representing Sir 
Edmund Bury Godfrey on horseback, supported by a Jesuit be
hind with a bloody dagger in bis band. After this, carried by two 
persons, a large cloth banner painted in colours, representing the 
Jesuits at Wild House all hanging on a gibbet, and among them 
' another twelve that would betray their trust or conscience ;' on 
the other side Gammer Celliers with a bloody bladder, and all 
her other presbyteriao plot-forger&, and protestants in masque
rade. First Pageant. lo the forepart a meal-tub, Mrs. Cellier in 
one corner leaning on it, with her ' narrative' in her hand ; at the 
other corner, 'one in black,' bareheaded and playing on a fiddle; 
behind, four protestants in masquerade bi-partite garments of 
white and black. After the pageant an ' abhorrer' on horseback, 
with his face to the tail ; then a man on horseback bearing a ban
ner inscribed, ' We protestants in masquerade usher in popery.' 
Second Pageant. Four Francisca_n Friars; two being capucbins 
in grey russet, with a cord about the middle, and long cowls on 
their heads banging behind with a tail; the other, two minorites, 
a diminutive species of these Franciscan birds, in a cinnamon co
loured habit with shorter cowls. Third Pageant. Two Augus
tine Friars, in black close habits with a leather girdle; and two 
Dominican bouncing Friars, in black and whito garments, called 
Brothers Preachers. Fourth Pageant. Here strut out four 
Jesuits in a black hue and garb suitable to th~ir manners, with 

a Few readers require_information concerning the circnmstances referred to 
in this procession. They are mostly well known1 or may be easily found in 
the historical works of the times they relate to. • 
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high collars mounting up about their necks like a pasty crust, 
Fifth Pageant. Here are mounted two bishops, a sort of dis
ciples of Christ that pretend to take place of ordinary dukes and 
princes ; behind are two archbishops in pontificalibus ; they 
differ in' their cro11iers. Sixth Pageant. Two patriarchs, with 
two forked cro11iers, in bishop-like vestments; and two cardinal, 
riding in pure scarlet ve11tme11ts, being next cousins to the scarlet 
whore of Babylon. Next hii1 Holmes11's master of the ceremonies 
carrying the Pope's triple cross, distributing bulls, pardons, and 
indulgences, and crying aloud, ' Here you may have heaven for 
money.' Sevmth Pageant. Here comes ANTl Ce RIST him• 
self arrayed in scarlet robes, furred with ermine, and covered 
with gold and silver lace, with a triple crown, inscribed in front 
' M!Jstery,' holding two keya i11 his hands, pretended to be of a 
place be is never likely to get into; two swords standing at bft 
right hand; one typifying excommunication, the other civil do
minion over kings and princes; sprawling under his feet, the 
Emperor Frederick, on whose neck he insolently trod at Venice; 
many other crowns and sceptres that he arrogates the disposal of~ 
also at his feet. A Page in white at one comer of the throne, 
brandishing a banner inscribed, . ' This is the king of kings:' ano-
ther page at the other corner, holding a streamer inscribed, 'Thou 
art our God the Pope.' Eight/, Pageant. The Empress Donna 
Ol,mpia, the .Pope's mistress, aurrounded by four nuns; on the 
pageant a streamer inlcribed, ' Courtezam in· ordiwu-y.' Ninth 
P ageaat • . They usher ia their religion with fioeries, but th- sting 
of the Inquisition is in the serpent's tail; here i, the main scene 
of Anti Christ'• cruelties; in this pageant you see a seat of judi
cature whereon sits a bishop as inquisitor-general, surrounded by 
monks as inquisitor'• assiatants ; a poor martyr condemned be-, .. 
fore them, dragged to a stake environed with fagots to burn him, 
having a sanbenite cap on his head all painted with devils ; the 
space round about strewed and hemmed with racks and instru
ments of torture.-' In this fatal pomp the procession sets out 
from Wbitechapel-bars, and on through Bishopsgate, through 
Cornbill, Cheapside, and Ludgate, till it conies to Temple•bar, 
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where the Pope and bis ministers being brought before the figure 
of Queen Elizabeth, receives his first sentence, and afterwards 
being led before the statue or tribunal of King Charles ll., on 
the other side, be receives his final doom and downfal, namely, 
to be burnt with all his fry before Queen Besses throne, the ashes 
to be scattered about, that thence might never spring hereafter in 
England one popish phenix ; ' and, in remembrance o'f her happy 
days, and for the victories that God gives us in our days against 
the Pope and bis emissaries,· the solemnity is closed with fuzees 
and artificial fires.'• IQ the Solemn Mock Procession of the 
year before, 1679, the Devil attended the Pope as his ' right
trusty and well beloved cousin and counsellor;' caressed, hugged, 
whispered, and often instructed him aloud. The procession 
arriving at the eastern side of Temple-bar, where, the statue 
of_ Queen EliJabeth having been conspicuously ornamented, a 
song alluding to the protection of the protestants by that queen 
was sung, and his Holiness, after some compliments and re~ 
luctaoces, was decently toppled from all his grandeur into a vast 
bonfire over against the Inner Temple gate; ' the crafty Devil 
leaving hia Infallibility in the lurch, and laughing as heartily at his 
deserved ignominious end, as subtle Jesuits do at the ruin of 
bigotted lay catholics who~ themse\ves have drawn in.'b In 
Queen Anne's time the figure of the Pretender was added to that 
of the Pope and the Devil. 

A vain attempt to revive obsolete prejudices in England by 
dressing a statue, was made on the anniversary of King William, 
in 182 I, when a clandestine decoration of his effigy in St. James's 
Square was effected during the night. The fast So'lemn Mock 
Procession round the bedizened statue of King William, in Col
leg~green, Dublin, took place the same year. This annual insult 
to three fourths of the people of Ireland, was finally suppressed 
by Marquess Wellesley, the Lord Lieutenant. 

• Tbia.prQICeuillD is engraved on a eopper,plate, 'sold by .Jonathan Wilkins 
at the Star in Cheapside next to Mercer's chapel.' 

b Brand, Toi, ii, p.5l9, Gent. Mag. vol. :ux. p. 51.5, from Lord Somers's Tract~. 
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X. LORD MAYOR'S SHOW. 

------- Behold 
How London did poar out her citizenal 
The Mayor, and all bia bretbRn, in beat eortl 

AM biatorical description of the annual procession· and cere1no-
11ial on the entrance of the Lord Mayor of London into office,. 
might be a work of some intereat to those citizens who unite 
aatiquarian with civic feeling. But aa an undertaking requiring 
so much labour in the execution is scarcely to be expected, anli 
the Lord Mayor's show is the only stated exbibitioo in the· me
tropolis that remains as a memorial of the great doings in the time 
ef the pageants, I purpose aome ~c01mt of its ancient appear
ance, commencing with a, description, on the authority of a. 

MS. quoted by Dr. Nathan Drake.• It is 'A breffe description of 
the Royall Citie of London, capital citie of this-realme of Eng
laad, (city arms). Wrytteo by me, William Smythe, citezen and 
haberdasher of London, 1575.' With a slight alteration of the 
orthography, the account is as· follows: 

' The day of SL ·Simon and- St. Jude, the mayor enters into 
biutate and office. The next day be goes by water to West
minster in most triumphlike manner, his barge being g~mished 
with the arma of the city; and-near it a ship-boat of the Queen's 
Majesty being trimmed up and rigged like a ship of war, -with. 
divers pieces of ordnance, standards, pennons, and targets of the 
proper arms of the said mayor, of bis company, and of the mer-, 

• Sbabpeare and his Timea, vol. ii. p, 164. 
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chants' adventurers, or of the staple, or of the company of the new 
trades ; next before him goeth the barge of the livery of his own 
company, decked with their own proper arms; then the bachelors' 
barge ; and so all the companies in London, in order, every one 
having their own proper barge, with the arms of their company. 
And so passing along the Thames, he landeth at Westminster, 
where he taketh his oath in the Exchequer before the judge there; 
which done, he returnetb by water as aforesaid, and landeth. at 
Paul's wharf, where he, and the rest of the aldermen take their 
hol'8es, and in great pomp pass through Cbeapside. Aod first of 
all cometh two great standards, one having the arms of the city, 
and the other the arma of the mayor's company; next them two 
drums and a flute, then an ensign of the city, and then .about Jxx 
or lxxx poore men marching two and two, in blue gowns, with 
red sleeves and caps, every one bearing a pike and a ·target, 
whereon is painted the arms of all them that have been mayors of 
the same company that thi11 new mayor is of. Then two banners, 
one of the king's arms, the other of the mayor's. own proper 
arms. . Then a set of hautboys playing, and after them. certain 
~ers,• in velvet coats and chains of gold, with white staves in 

• W hijfter, Mr. Douce says, ( Ilh1dratiou qf Shalc,pnre, vol. i, p, 507 .) ia a term 
undoubtedly borrowed from u:hijftt, another name for a fife or email flute; for 
wbidle1s were originally those who preceded armies or procelllioos, u fifers or 
pipers: in proce88 of time the term IDhijfter, which bad been always med in the 
sense of a .fifer, came to signify any person who went before in a proceeaion. 
He observes, that Minffhew defines him to be a club or staff.bearer, and that 
it appears, IDhijfter, carried white staves, at in the annual feast of the printers, 
founders, and ink-makers, described by Randle Holme·. Mr. Archdeacon Naret, 
in his Gwuary, cites Grose's mention of the IDhiffltr• at Norwit'h, who make 
way for t!Je corporation by flo11ruhio1 their swords. A friend Informs me that 
the dexterity of the Norwich v,hijftm in turning th~ir ,words to e<rery pouible 
direction i• amazing. Mr. Archdeacon Nares remarks, that In tbe city of 
London; yonug freemen, who march at the bead of their proper companies on 
the Lord Mayor'• day, sometimes with flaga, were called ffllaf#ltn, or 6'd,lor 

IDhiffler,, uot because they cleared the way, bot became they went first u v,Aq. 
Jltr• did ; and be qnotea a character in the old Play of the Cil, Match, aaying, 
• I look'd the nest lord mayor's day to see yon o' the Jinry, or one of the ba
chelor tohi,Dfm.' 
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their bands; then the Pageant of Triumph richly decked, where
upon by certain figures and writings, some matter touching J uetice 
and lhe office of a magistrate is represented. Then sixteen trmn
petera, eight and eight, having banners of the mayor's company. 
Then certain w!Jifiers in velvet coats and chains, with white staves 
aa before. Then the bachelors, two and two, in long gowns, 
with crimson hoods on their shoulders of satin ; which bachelors 
are chosen every year of the same company, that the mayor.is of, 
(but not of the living) and serve as gentlemen on that and other 
festival days, to wait on the mayor, being in oamber according to 
the quantity of the company, sometimes sixty, or one hundred. 
After them twelve trumpeters more, with banners of the nnyor'• 
company; then the drum and flute of the city, and an e11aign of 
the mayor's company; and after, the waits of the city in blaegowns, 
red sleeves and caps, every one having a silver c:ollllf' at»oat his 
neck. Then they of the livery in their long gowns, every one :hav
ing bis hood on his left shoulder, half-black . and half-red, the 
aumber of them according lo the greatneSI of the company 
whereof they are. After them follow sheriff's-officers, and ,hen 
the mayor's officers, with other c,fficel's of the city, as the Com
mon Serjeant, and the Chamberlain ; next before the mayor goeth 
the sword-bearer, having on his bead the cap of honour, and the 
sword of the city in his right band, in a rich scabbard, set with 
pearl, and on his left hand goeth the common crier of the city, 
with bis great mace on bis shoulder all gilt. The mayor bath on 
a long gown of scarlet, and on his left shoulder a hood of black 
velvet, and a rich collar of gold of SS. about his neck, and with 
hio1 rideth the old mayor also, in his scarlet gown, hood of velvet, 
and a cllain of gold about bis neck. Then all the' aldermen, t,vo 
and two, (among whom is the Recorder) all in scarlet gowns; 
those that have been mayors have chains of gold, the others have 
black velvet tippets. The two sheriff's come last of all, iu their 
black searlet gowns and chains of gold. lo this order they pass 
along through the city to the Guildhall, where they dine that day, 
to the number of 1000 persons, all at the charge of the mayor and 
the two sheriffs. This feast costeth 4001., whereof the mayor 

Digitized by Google 



249 

payeth wol. aod each of the Jheriffs, 100/, Immediately after 
di~µer, they go to St. Paul's cburch, every one of the aforesaid 
poor men bearing staff, torches, !Ind targeu,, whicb torch84J are 
fighted when it .is late, befor~ they come from evening prayer.' 
To this account from the MS. may be added that, in still ~re 
ancient times, the procession to and from Westminster was by 
land; until in 1453, Sir John Norman built a sumptuous -ba~e 
at his own expense, for the purpose of going by water, wherr &he 
watermen made a so11g .in bis .praise, beginning, ' Row thy boat, 
Norman,' and the twelve companies, emulating their chief, have, 
from that period, graced the Thames on Lord Mayor's day. 

Mr. Stephen Jones, in his edition of the Biographia Dra1Aa• 
tica, has drawn up a list of printed ~escriptions of the l.,qn!UJn 
'friumph,., or Lord Mayors' Shows, from whence it seems that the 
first acc9unt of this annual exhibition known to have been published, 
was writte~ by ·<korge Peele, for the i11auguration of Sir W olstone 
Dixie, knight, on the 29th of October, 1585, when children per-
10Dified the City, Magnanimity, Loyalty, Science, the Country, and 
the river Thames. They also represented a soldier, a sailor, and 
nymphs, with appropriate speeches. The show opened ~th a 
moor on the back of a lynx. On Sir Thomu Middletoo's may
oralty, i_o 1613, the aolemnity is described as unparalleled for the 
c;:ost, art, and magnificence of the shows, ,pageants, chariots, 
morning, noon, and night triumphs. In 1655, the .city pageants, 
after a discontinuance of about fourteen years, were revived. Ed
~und Gayton, the author of the description for that year, says, 
that ' our metropolis for these planetary pageants, was as famous 
~nd renowned in foreign nations, as for their faith, wealth, and 
valour.' In the show of 1659, an European, an Egyptian, aud a 
Persian, were personated. On Lord Mayor's day, 167 t,the k~ 1 

4ueen, and duke of York, and most of the nobility being present,, 
there were ' sundry shows, shapes1 scenes, speeches and songs, in 
parts;' and the like, in 1672, and 1673, when the king again 
' graced the triumphs,' The king, queen, duke and duchess of 
York, Prince Rupert, the duke of Monmouth, foreign ambassa
dors, the chief nobility, and Secretary of State, were at .the 
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celebration of Lord Mayor's day in J 674, when there were' emble
matical figures, artful pieces of architecture, and rural dancing, with 
pieces spoken on each pageant.' The detign of this notice being 
merely to acquaint the reader with the ·aocieot character of this 
solemnity, it is unnecessary to do more than select such parti
culars as may satisfy common curiosity, and be useful to those 
who are interested in searching for precedents regarding the pro
cession. 

The printed accounts of the London Pageant, are scarce, • 
and some of such extreme rarity, as to bear a price at the 
rate of two and three guineas a leaf. The description of Sir 
Patience Ward's show on the 29th of October 1680, com
posed by Thomas Jordan, is an interesting specimen of the 
setting out and pageantry of this procession.• The L.ird Mayor 
being of the livery of the merchant-tailors' company, at seven 
o'clock in the morning, liverymen of the first rank,· appoint
ed to conduct the business of the day, a88embled at -merchant
taiJors' ball, to meet the masters, wardens, and aasistanta, in their 
gowns, faced withf~-~ In the second rank, others in gowns 
faced with budge,C and livery-hoods. In the third rank, a num
ber of foyns-bacbelors, and forty budge-bachelors, both attired 
in scarlet hoods and gowns. Sixty gentlemen-ushers, in velvet 
coats and chains of gold, bearjng white staves. Thirty more 
in plush and buff, bearing colours and banners. Thirty-six 
of the king's trumpeters, with silver trumpets, headed by the 
serjeant-trumpeter, he wearing two acarfs, one the Lord Mayor's, 
and the other the company's colours. The king's drum-major, 
followed by four of the king's drums and fifes. Seven other 
drums and two fifes, wearing vests of buff, with black breeches 
and waste scarfs. Two city marshals on horseback, with at
tendants. The foot-marshal, with a rich broad shoulder-scarf, 
to put them in rank and file, attended by six others. The 

• The printed descriptions are mostly io the present or future tense. 
b Foy111, the skin of the, martin. 
• Bwige, lamba'-ekin, with the wool dreued outward,, 
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fence►maater, with attendants, bearing bright broadswords drawrr. 
Poor. pensioners, with gowns and caps, bearing standards and 
banners. A troop of poor per~ns, in azure gowns and caps. 
One hundred more with javelins and targets, bearing the arms of 
their benefactors. Being all assembled, they are by the foot-mar
shal's judgment, arranged into six divisions, ranked out by two 
and two. The Fir,t Diwion contains the ensigns of the com
pany, followed by the poor company of pensioners. Four drums 

• and one nfe. . Pensioners in coats as before described. Per-
8008 of worth, each bearing a standard or banner. Four trum
pets .. Two.merchant-tailors' eusigµs, bearing their supporters and 
crest. Six gentlemen-ushers. The budge-bachelors, marching 
in measured order. Second Division. Six trumpets. Two 
gentlemen, bearing the coats of arms of the city, and the mer
chant-tailors' company. Eight gentlemen, wearing gold chains. 
The foyns-bachelors. 1'hird Di-oision. Two gentlemen in velvet 
coats with banners. Ten gentlemen-ushers in coats and chains of 
gold, as before described. A large. body of the livery in their 
gowns and livery-hoods, followed by ' all Lord Mayors in the po
tential mood.' In their rear divers of the city trumpets. Two 
gentlemen bearing the arms of the city and the Lord Mayor. Gen
tlemen-ushers. The court of aS11istants. Four drums. Six trum
pets. Three gallants, bearing the banners of the diadem. The 
king's, que_en's, and city's ensigns, attende.d by six gentlemen u 
pages. The masters and wardens of the merchant~tailors' com
pany. Thus formed, they march from merchant-tailors' hall to 
the Lord Mayor's house, where his lordship and the aldermen take 
horse, according to their degree, and the whole body proceed 
in state to Guildhall. B~ing met at the gate by the old • Lord 
Mayor, and there attired with the gown, fur hood, and scarf, and 
guarded by knights, esquires, and gentlemen, they all march 
through King Street down to Three-crane wharf, where the Lord 
Mayor and aldermen, discharging some of the attendants, take 
barge at the west end of the wharf; the court of assistants' livery, 
and the best of the gentlemen-ushers taking barge at the east-end. 
The rest of the ushers, with the foyns and the budge-bachelors, 
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iemaiu ashore, with others, to await the return of bis lor-dabip, 
who proceeds with several city companies by water, and ia rowed 
all along by the Strand to Westminster; a pleasure-boat with 
great guns aboard saluting him on the way. At New. Palace 
Stairs they disembark, aud making a lane to the ball, the Lord 
Mayor passes along to take the oath and go through the usual 
ceremonies. These being completed, be makes a liberal dom.
tion t<Y the poor of Westminster, reimbarks with all his retiaue, 
and being rowed back to Blackfriare Stairs, he lands there under 
beat of drum and a salute of three volleys from the Artillery Com
,-ay in their martial ornaments, some in buff, wilh head--pieces, 
maoy being of maBSy silver. From Blackfriars they march be
fore the Lord Mayor and aldermen through Cheapside to Guild
hall. The pensioners and banners who went not to W estmioater, 
being set in order to march, the foot-marshal in the rear of the 
Artillery Company, leads the way along by the channel up Lud
gate Hill, through Lud .. gate, into St. Paul's church-yard, and so 
into Cbeapaide, where his lordship is entertained by the first 
pageant, ooosisting of a large stage, with the coat armour of the 
merchaot-tailon' company,emiaently erected, consisting of a large 
tent royal, gules, fringed and richly garnished, or, lined, iaced, and 
doubled, ermine. This stage is winged or tlaaked by two other 
stages, beuiog two esceUeot figures of liively carved camels, the 
111pporters to the eorapaoy's coat. On the back of one camel, 
a black native IRCiian, in a golden robe, a purple mantle fringed 
with gold, pearl pendants in his ears, coronet of gold with fea
thers, 811d golden buskins laced with scarlet ri,bbon, holds a golden 
bridle in bis left, and a banner of the company, represeatiog 
Tre,mwt in bis right band. On the other camel, a West Indian, 
in a robe of silver, scarlet mantle, diamonds pendant from his ears, 
buskins of silver laced wilh purple ribbon, a· golden crown fea
thered, holds a silver bridle in his left, and a banner of the Lord 
Mayors, representing Traffic, in his right hand. On one of the 
camel-stages four figures sit on pedestals, one at each corner, 
representing Dilige11ce, Induslr!J, Ingenuity, and Success; on 
the other camel-stage, in like manner, Mediocrity, /lmity, Verit!I, 
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YarieJy, all richly habited in silk or sarcenet, bear splendid em7 
blems and banners. The royal tent, or imperial pavilion,. be
tween these two stages, is supported on one side by a minister of 
s~te representing Royalty, and on the other side by another re
presenting Loyalt;y; each in rich robes of honor gules, wearing 
on their left arms shields azure, with this motto in gold, For the 
king and kingdom, o.ne bearing a banner of the king's, and the 
other, one of the city's banners. On a high and eminent seat of 
throne-like ascensio.-, is se.ated Sovereigntg in royal posture and 
alone, with black curled hair, wearing an imperial crown, a rob~ 
of purple velvet, lined, faced, and caped with ermine, a collar of 
SS with a George pendant; bearing in one hand a golden globe, 
in the other a royal sceptre. On a seat beneath, are Principa-. 
lity, Nobility, and Honour, all richly habited. On the next seat, 
gradually descending beneath, are, I. Gentility, shaped like a 
scholar and soldier, holding in one hand, clad with a golden gaunt
let, a silver spear, in the other a book; 2. Integrity, wearing an 
earl's coronet for the ~ourt, a loose robe of scarlet-coloured silk 
for the city, underneath a close coat of grass green plush for the 
country; S. Commonalty, as a knight of the shire in parliamen
tary robes. On the lowest seat, an ancunt Engli,h Hero, with 
brown-curling hair, in ancient armour, as worn by chief com
manders,· the coat of mail richly gilt, crimson and velvet scarf 
fringed with gold, a quiver of arrows in a gold belt on one side, a 
aword at the other, buskins laced with silver and gold, a silve.r 
helmet with red and white plume; in one hand a large long bow, 
and a spear in the other. This personage, representing Sir John 
HawkaJood, a merchant-tailor of martial renown' under Edward 
III., when he conquered France, as soon as he perceives the lord 
mayor prepared, with attention riseth up, and with a martial bow 
exhibiteth a speech in vei'se-0£ thirty-seven Jines, in compliment 
to the merchant-tailors and the lord mayor. His lordship testify
iug bis approbation, rideth with his brethren through the throng 
of spectators, till at Milk Street end, be is intercepted by The 
,econd Pageant,. which is·a chariot of ovation, or peaceful triumph, 
adorned with delightful pieces of curio111 painting, and drawn by 

21 
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a golden lion and a lamb. On the lion is mounted a ,-111 nepo
prince, richly habited, according to the royal mode in India, hold
ing a golden bridle, and in the other haad St. Geerge's ban■er, 
representing POtf)tr. On the lamb is mounted a white beautiftd 
seraphim-like creature, with long bright 8uen cµrled hair, and on i& 
a golden coronet of cherubim' s heads and wings, a carnation saree
net robe, with a silver mantle and wings of g-0ld, ,;ilwr, purple, 
and scarlet, reining the lamb &y a eilver brNlle in bis left banci-, 
and with bis right bearing an angelical stal', charged with a red 
cross, representing ClemtnC!J, In the chariet sitteth BeYeQ per .. 
sons, J. Concordia, 9. Unanimia, S. P a,ifiea, 4. C.nlffllB#iM, 
b. Melodea, 6. Be11evolentia, (whose habits, and those of other 
characters already and'hereafter mentiened, are not tlelcribed here 
for want of room) and 7.' Harmonia., a lad)' of !'eat gravity, witb 
masculine aspect, wearing a lovely dark browa pe11Bke, curioaaly 
curled, on which is planted a crown imperial; she wears ·a robe of 
French green velvet, pleasantly emlJroideretl 'With gold, a crUl)jll)lt 
coloured silk and silver mantle, aud silting majeetieally aJooe ia 
front, upon the approach and fixation-of my lord mayor, improve& 
the opportunity, riseth up, and deUve11e\h an e,auon,' of fort~fo• 
lines in verse, wherein she acquaints bis lordahipthat the.~ 
characters are her attributes, recomoien4s unity, bc,came division 
is the policy of the Pope and the J eauits, eapreaees ber :belief 
that if the lion ·an~ the lamb faU out, she •~oald ffl!t to roio, de&

cants upon magistrate-like virtues, and in the .ead •tells bis lord
sbip, 

Yoa hue done all'tlriags fair, no aotiens foal, 
Yoar .. ■berevalry Pf••eliah of pod RIie, 
Nor need they doubt your n1ayoralty, therefore, 
Begging your ,iardoa, I aball aay no more. 

This si,eeth being concluded, his lordabip exhibiting a gracious 
upect of favourable aeceptation, adwnce\h fur&ber.towanls Guild
hall, but is civilly obstructed by uodaer- aceae, and io regard, 
his Jordabip -is a merchant, ud bis coapany mt1N1hant.-t._j)ors, 
the Thirtl T,riumplual lune, or Pa,eant, is •. t1iip c~ the 
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Patieflae, with mute, and ••; fully rigged, nd manned, the cap
t,;i,. :Waereef aadreaseth to my·lord a epeech begiooing, 

Wllateheet, my lord? I am return'd from aea, 
To •Plih your day of Jubilee, 
In tJia tried Yetlel, &c, 

Hit lotdabip liaviag ..-wyed the ship, and the trumpets sounding, 
be c:onlianelh hia det.ennined coorae toward Gllildhall, but by the 
w-, J. onee mare o•structt;d by another scene, called lhe Palace 
of P.lean,rt, which is a lriumphal Ionic arch of excellent struc
ture, where, in distiact aad persf)ieuous situations, sitteth nine 
Naolilol and pJeaeaot ladies; whose oa1De11, natures, and oma
me11ta are coll8elltaneous, 1. Jollity, 2. Delight, 8. Fa11ey, 4. 
Felieity, /j. Wit, 6. l•t:i6ntioa, 7. Tumult, 8, Slaugl,ter, 9, 
Gl4uih•; al of them preperly enrdbe4 and uoraed ; and to aug
ment their delight, there are several persees properly habited, 
playing OD aundry loud instri,inents of . music, one of which, with 
a -.oice u IOlld und as tunable II ll trd,le hau&boy, chaiteth oat a 
DiUy • in commffltlalion of lhe MercAanMttilor,' Tr.ade, com
mtJnciag taus, 

Of air the Profeuiom that ever were ilam•ct 
.The Taytora t'iaoagh elighted, is llnlch to 1te fam'd : 
Fcir varioas Ieveetiofl aad Antiquity, 
No 'l'rade with the Tayltr• compared may be : 
For warmth and dilltioctioo and Fashion he doth 

• Ptotide for both Sexe1 with Silk, Stoff, and Cloth: 
Then do net diadai• !aim or alight laim, or Soot him, 
Since (if well consider'd) you can't live without him. 

But let all due praises (that ca11 be) be made 
To honour and digoifie the Ta,ler, trade. 

When Adam and Eee ~ of Edtrt were hurl'd, 
They were at that time king and queen of the world : 
Yet tbill royal Couple were forced to play 
Tbe 'l'ayltr,, and put themaeh'e■ in green Array; 

• For Modeaty and for Neceaaity's take 
TIiey llad Figa for the Belly, and Leaves for the Back; 
Aad afterward Clothing of Sheep-akine they made 
Theo jadp if a Tqi,r waa not the tint Tratie, 

'l'be oldest Profeaaion \ and they ue baUtaylen; 
Who scolf and deride men that be ;Mfl'tWIIII-Taylen, 
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This song', containing five more verses, being ended; the foot
marshal places the assistants, livery, and the companies on both 
sides of King's-street, and tbe pensioners with their targets bung 
on the tops of the javelins ; in the rear of them the ensign-bearers; 
drums and fifes in front; be then hastens the foins and budge
batcbelors, together with the gentlemen ushers, to Guildhall, 
where his Lordship is again 11aluted by the artillerymen with three 
volleys more, which concludes their duty. His land attendants· 
pass through the gallery or lane so made, into Guildhall; after 
which the company .repairs to dinner in the hall, and the several 
silk-works and triumphs are likewise conveyed into Blackwell-. 
hall ; and the officers aforesaid, and the children that sit in the 
pageants, there refresh themselves until his Lordship hath dined. 
At ihe dinner in Guildhall, his Lordship and the gueats being 
all seated, the city music begin to touch their instroments with 
,•ery artful fingers. Their ears being as well feuted as their pa
lates, and a concert lesson or two succeeding, ' a sober. person. 
with a good voice,· grave humour, and audible utterance, proper. 
to the condition of the times,' sings a song called The Pr(!testants'. 
Exl,ortation, the burden whereof is, Love one another, and the 
subject against the catholica. The song being ended, the musi
cians play divers new airs, which having done, three or four 
' habit themselves according to the humour of the song,' and 
one of them cbanteth forth Th~ Plotting Papists Litany, m 
ten stanzas, the first of which ends with 

Joyntly then wee 'I agree, 
To sing a Litany, 

And let the burden be, 
Ora pro IIObil. 

The Litany• concluded, and night approaching, the festival 

a Nearly a century aud a half after the abon-mentioned LUa,,y, composed 
• by the City Laureate, wu aong in character for the entertainment of the cor

poration of London, I waa nece111arily preeent for three aocceaaive daya dur
ing certain trials in Goildball, when the celebration of Lord Mayor'• day bt 
a .Mock LUany on the same epot, might have been among the aeniceable pre
cedenta cited to the ariea. 
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terminates. • Whereupon bis Lordship, attended by a retinue of 
his own company, takes coach and is conducted to Skinner's.ball, 
and being housed, those attendant on him then depart, and the 
triumphs and silk-works by the.care of the master artificers .being 
lodged for that night in Blackwell-hall, are on the next day con
veyed to Merchant-Taylors'-hall. 

lo 1687 the pageants were very costly, and prepared at the ex
pense of the company of Goldsmiths, to which Sir John Shorter, 
Kot. the Lord- Mayor for that year belonged. Matthew Taub
man describes the festival as ' a liberal and unanimou~ assembly 
of all the chiefs of the imperial city of the must 6ouni<hmg king
dom in the universe: this year, . adorned with the presence of 
their most sacred majesties, the king, (James II.) Queen, Queen- . 
dowager, Prince and Princess of Denmark, with all the• chief 
nobility and principal officers of the court; the archbi~hop of 
Canterbury, and chief prelates of the church; the Lord Chan
cellor, Lord Chief Justice, and all the leamed judges .of .the 
laws ; with all foreign ministers, ambassadors, envoys, residents; 
who having observed the tables of the most puissant princes, and 
seen the most hospitable preparations of foreign nations, rest here 
amazed at the ne plus ultra of all .entertainments!' It should be 
mentioned .that Taubman was the city Poet; and that since the 
visit of Charles 11. in J 614, the. Lord Mayor on the day of his 
mayoralty had not entertained the king. He.says, ' we mu~t not 
omit the stateliness of the morning procession and progress by 
water to Westminster, where his Lordship once a year, (as the 
Duke of Venice to the !$ea) weds himself to the.Thames .with a 
ring of surrounding barges, that being also. a part of his dominion/ 
The pageants. were four in nu.mber aqd exceeditJgly splendid,.and 
the principal character in each delivered a versified address to the 
Lord. Mayor. One of the pageants, a ship, the U.nitg of London, 
a merchant adventurer to Norway and Denmark, was an hono•r 
paid to the Lord Mayor by his company, on account of his lord".' 
~hip's mercantile occupation. This ship, laden with all sorts of 
timber for ship . and house building, and. architecture, represented 
Jiis lords)lip's. way of traffick. It me,isuredjn length from the 
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poop &o the 8'ern • an 1-ndrtd tutd f ott9:fwe feet, and in height 
f orlJJ-ftoe feet from the water to the ,tern. She carried twen,,
two guas, with aacienw, peodeatt, llreameh, ftag1, tackliot, 1111-

cbors, and all eorta of rigging, appettainiog to a merclaanunao of 
that burden. On board were a captain and bi, mate, a guaner 
and bis mate, a boatswain, and a full complement of men, care 
being taken to ueign to each mao bis proper 81ation; some at the 
maia tack, othert the brace,, otben the bowlines; some climbing 
11p the ladders to the main-4op, and others aiuing acrosa tile yard
arm. The muioen were dreued in Indian stripes, and ruged 
yarn cape, biue, white, ad red. Tbe captain, dreased in ,Jodi• 
silk with a rich fur cap, being placed in the stem with several 
uumpets, on lhe boatswain gmag a signal b:, hia whistle, accosted 
bit Lordtbip with a speech. A pageant of auch a des.criptioa, 
and of 111Ch enonnous bulk, it ia umolt difficult in our timu to 
eooceive u bating been erected at so lale a period ; yet atrbetorea 
of corre,ponding magoihlde ue de,cribed ou other occasion., and 
the fact ia &Jeyond all doab&. 

The Goldamilhe' pageant in thil &how was ei}ually impesing, 
aacl moat me been of amazing lize. It wu a ' Hieroglyphic 
of the Colhpany,' comiatiag of a tpacious laboratory or work
houae, eoMaining sevend convenienees and distinct • .,......._, 
for the diff ereftt operatora and artmcers, with forges, anvils, ham
mers, 111d all instruments ptoper for the mystery of the Gold. 
smiths. In the middle of tbe frontispiece, OD • rich goldell air 
o( staite, sat ST. DuNsTAN, the aneient patron and totelar guar-
~iao of the company. He w• attired, to expreas bi& prela&ical 
dignity and canonization, in a robe of fine lawo, with a cope over 
it of shining cloth of gold reaehieg to the ground. He "°'e a 
golden mit-re beset with precious stone,, and bore in Ilia left band 
a goldee crosier, and in bis right a pair of Gold11111itb's tonge .. Be
hind him were Orpheus and Amphion playing on melodious io
Btl'lrlnentir; standing more forward were the Chem of Twtar.,, ancl 
th~ grand Sult1111, who being ' coaquered by the Christian harmony 
~d liO -sue for recoecitemeat: At the steps of the,prelatic:al 
throne was a goldsmith's forge and furnace, with fire, crucibles, 
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and gold, and a workman blowing. lhe bellows. On each tide 
was a large presa of gold aad tilver pltte. Towards the front 
were ahops of artificers and jewellers all at work with anvil,, ham .. 
mera, and imtrumeuta for enamelling, beating out gold and silver 
plate; on a step below St. Duoatan, sat an asaay-muter, with his 
trial ... balaoce and implement,. There were two apartmeats for 
lhe proce• of di.sgrosaiog, flatting, and drawing gold and silver 
wire, and the &ing, melting, smelting, refining, and separating of 
gold and silver, both by fire and water. .Another apartment cou.,. 
tained a forge with miners in canvas breeches, red waistcoats and 
r,ed caps, bearing spadea, pickaxe■, twibbles, and crows for sink~ 
ing shafts and making adits. The Lord Mayor _having approached 
and viewed the eurioaity of the pageant was addressed in 

A SPEECH BY ST, DUNSTAN, 

Waked with this nmsick from my silent ura, 
Y1,ur pl\troo DoN&TAN comes t' atttod your torn. 
AM'l'HION aod old 0RPBEosplayiagby, 
To-keep our/,,.,e io tuneful harmony. 
~ pontifie11J oni.ment,e I w.ear, 
Are types of rule and order all the year: 
lo these white robes none can a fault descry, 
Since all have liberty u well u I: 
Nor n .. ed you fear .the ahip¥ff'ldt of your eaote, 
Y ,ar 11111 of charter or the penal Ja-., 
tndulgepee granted by your bounteous prince, 
Makes for that Joe, too gn•at a recompence. 
This charm the Lernaean Hydra will reclaim; 
Your patr.oo shall the taiaele111 rabble tame. 
()f the pr4ud CHAM I eeora to be afear'd; 
l'U take the angry SoLTAN by the beard, 
Nay, should the DEHL intrude amongst yo11r foes. ( E11f,r l)ffil. 

Dml. What tbeo? 
&. D"1tll1111. ---- Soap, tJms, I have him by the nose I 

The most prominept feature in the Devil's face being held by 
St. :Punstan's tongs, after the prelate had dilly spurned the sub
mission of the Chall) of Tartary and the Grand Sultan, a silver
smith with three other workmen proceeding to the great auvil, 
commenced working a plate of massy metal, singing and keeping 

• . ' 
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time upon the anvil. Upon this, Taubman says, ' the· speech 
being ended, the pageant moves easily, being led by a guard of 
twenty-four in the front, twelve of which are lictors in Roman 
habits; bearing axes in their hands, with head-pieces, and leopards' 
heads on each shoulder, as also on their buskins; and twelve yeo
men bearing bluoderbusses, apparelled after the same manner, 
with head-pieces and buskins ; besides green men, swabs, satyrs, 
and attendants innumerable.' Before the arrival of the Lord 
Mayor and his train at Guildhall, his majesty passed on horseback 
through the city with a large guard to attend him, led up by the 
Duke of Northumberland, and the foot guard· ·by the Lord 
Craven. The royal visitants dined at a table raised upon the 
hustings at the east end of the hall ; the foreign embassadors, the 

lords of the council, and others of the peerage and nobility, at the 
two next tables raised on each side of the hall; the Lord Mayor, 
the citizens of the different liveries at several tables which filled 
the whole body of the hall, • and the Aldermen dined at a table 
raised at the west end. His Lordship beginning their Majes
ties' healths, the hall was filled with huzzas and acclamations. At 
dinner, before the banquet, a loyal song was provided for the en
tertainment of his majesty. 

The printed account of Lord Mayor's Show next year, the year 
of that king's abdication, is entitled, ' London's Anniversary Fes
tini, performed on Monday, October 29, 1(588, for the entertain
ment of the Right Hoo. Sir John Chapman, Kot. Lord Mayor 
of the City of London ; being their great year of Jubilee : with 
a panegyric upon the restoring of the charter ; and a sonnet pro
vided for the entertainment of the king ;' also by Taubman, 
the City Laureate. On the following Lord Mayor's day, Octo
ber 29, 1689, the Prince of Orange being seated in the vacant 
throne as king William III., he dined at Guildhall with Queen 
Mary, the Prince and Princess of Denmark, the whole court, 
and both houses of Parliament, when there were ' several pa
geants and speeches, together with a song for the entertainment 
of their Majesties.' Taubman also prepared this pageant, and 
provided the same loyal song to entertain William lll. that be 
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had cauaed to be 8Ullg for the entertainment of Jamet II. This 
was the second mayoralty of Sir Thomas Pilkington ; who being 
of the Skinner's company, a pageant in honour of their occupa
tion, consisted of ' a spacious wilderness, haunted and inhabited 
with all manner of wild beasts and birds of various shapes and 
colours, even to beasts of prey, as wolves; bears, panthers, leo
pards, sables, and beavers ; likewise dogs, cats, foxes, and rabbits, 
which tost up now and then into a balcony fell oft upon the com
pany• beads, and by them tost again into the crowd, afforded great 
diversion; melodious harmony likewise allayed the fury of the 
wild beasts, who were continually moving, dancing, cunetting, 
and tumbling to the music.' 

At the alteration of the style, the Lord Mayor's show, which 
·bad been on the 29th of October, was changed to the 9th of 
November. The speeches in the pageants were .usually com
poaed by the city Poet,· an officer of the corporation, with an 
annual salary, \\·ho provided a printed description for the mem
bers of the corporation before the day. Settle, the last city Poet, 
wrote the last pamphlet intended to describe a Lord Mayor's 
Show; it was for Sir Charlea Duncombe'•, in 1708, but the 
Prince of Denmark's death the day before, prevented the exhi
bition. The last lord mayor who rode on horseback at bis mayor- • 
alty was Sir Gilbert Heathcote in the reign of queen Anne. 

The modern exhibitions, bettered as they are by the men in 
armour under Mr. Marriott's judicious management, have no pre
tension to vie with the grandeur of the ' London Triumphs.' In 
1760, tbe Court of Common Council recommended pageants to 
be exhibited for the entertainment of their majestiee on Lord 
Mayor's day. Although such revivals are inexpedient, yet, 
surely, means may be ,devised for improving the appearance o( 
the present procession,. witbo·ut further expenditure from the. city 
funds, or interfering with the public appropriation of the allow
ance for the support of the civic dignity. 
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XI. THE GIANTS IN GUILDHALL. 

' - arru'd ao high that Gtllllld may get through.' 

~-

Au. that remaioa of the Lord Mayo.-'s Show, to remiad the 
c1ri0Ully informed of its ancient character, ~ in the ••t . part of 
the prooeuioa. Tbeae are the poor men of tbe company to wbicb 
the Lord Mayor belongs, habited in 1011g gowns and clo.se cai
of the company's ~lour, bearing painted shicJlda 011 their arms, 
but without javelins. So many of theae head: the abow, as there
are years in the Lord Mayor's age. Tlieir obsolete cost11me ad 
bobbling walk are sport for lhe uaaedate, who, froin imper-. 
feet tradition, year after year, are accustomed. to: call them old. 
bachelors. The numerous band of gentlemen-ushers in velvet 
coats, wearing chains of gold and bearing white staves, is reduced 
to half-a-dozen full-dressed footmen, carrying umbrellas in their 
bands. The antiquarian reminiscen~es occasioned by the throw •. 
ing of substances that alone-eaters aloae would covet, from. tlM> 
tops of the houses, can arite no more.• .Even the gianta in G~ld-, 
ball, elevated upon·ootagon.stone columns, to watch and W&fdcthe 
great east window, stand unrecognized; except in t~eir gig.antic 
capacity, 

From the time when I was astonished by the iofor .. ation, ~at, 
' every day when the giitnts bear the, dock 11trike tweln, they 

• Thia practice, derived perhape from the kiodly altoweriag of comfits and 
aweet-cakea peculiar to I the pageant, 1w been aboliabed by the elForta of nc
ceuive Lord Mayon. 
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co111e don lo dialier; I bne bad seiaethiag of cwioeity towardt 
&hem. How came they there, and what are they for? lo vain . 
••been myexaminationaof Stow, Ho.r.iell, Strype, Noortbouck, 
Maitland, Seylbour, Pennant, and numberleH other autbon of 
l>ooks and tncts regarding London. They scarcely deign to men• 
tion them, and ~ one relates a syUaltle from whence we can 
possibly affirm taat the giants of their day were the giants that 
aow ew:ist. T-0 this remaric tbe,-e is a solitary exception. Hat• 
ten, w~e Nea, Yier. of Lo.don bears the date of 1708, say• 
in that work, 'Thie etately ball being much damnify'd by the 
amhappy conftagration -Of the city in 1666, was reb1tilt Anno 
1669, and extremely well beautified and repaired both in aad 
outside, -A·bicb cost about 2,5001., and 2 llffll Figures of Gigantick 
Magnitude will be a, IJefore.'a Presuming on the ephemeral in .. 
formation of lais readers at the time be published, Hatton ha, 
Gb&cured his infornaati• by a brevity, which leaves us to aup
f>Olle that the .giants were destroyed when Guildhall was ' mbeh 
datnllify'd' by the fire ~f London iii 1666; and that from that 
period they bad not been replaced. Yet it is certain that giant, 
were there ia 1®9. when Ned Ward published his LoodOIJ 

Spy. Describing a visit te Guildhall, be says,' We turned down 
1',wg Street, and came to the place intended, which we entered 
widi a, great astc,oillhment to see tbe giants, as the Morocco ara. 
l>aaaador clid Lolldoa when he •w tlte 1now fall. I asked m1 
friend the meaning and de.&igo of eetting up those two lubberJ1 
~tetoue figve•; for I •ppose they had some peculiar end 
i• it. . Truly, says my friend, I am wboHy ignorant oi what tee., 
ilatestdeci by tbem, uoltss they were.set up to &M\V the city what 
h..ge J.w>bies their forefathers were, or else to. fright 11t11bbora 
•ppl'tntices wto obedienoe ; for the 4read of appearing before 
twp ;ucb UliOlltlWUB loggerheads, will ,oooer reform tlleir man
aera, or mould tliem into a complfaoce with their maeterl will, 
than carrying them before my Lord Mayor, or the Cliamberlaia 
of London ; for Bome of them are as much frighted at the names 

• Hatton'a New View of London, t'V08, 8vo. p. 607. • 
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of Gog and Magog, u little cbildreJJ are at the terrible sound of 
Raw-head and Bloody-bone,.' There is no doubt· tba't at· that 
time the city giants were far more popular than now; for in 
the •me work, two passengers, who had slyly alighted from a 
coach without discharging it, at Bartholomew Fair, are addressed 
by the coachman, with ' Pay me my fare, or by Gog and Magog 
you aball feel the smart of my whipcord ;' an oath which in our 
time is obaolete, though in all probability it was common • then, 
or. it would not have been used by Ward in preference to 
his usual indecency. Again: as to Giants being in Guildhall be
fore Hatton wrote, • and whether they were the present statuea. 
Oo the 24th of April, 1685, there were' wonderful and stupend
ous fire-works io honour of their majesties' coronation, (Jamee 
IL and bis queen) and for the high entertainment of their ma
jesties, the nobility, and Citg of Lo11don, made on the Thames.'• 
Among the devices of tbia exhibition, erected on a raft in the 
middle of the river, were two pyramids; between them wu, a 
figure of the sun in polished brass, below it a great crou, and be
neath that a crown, all stored with fire-works; and a little before the 
pyramids ' were placed the statues of the tfl/0 Giants of Guild
hall, in lively colours and proponions facing Whitehall, the bacb 
of ~hich were all filled with fiery materials,' and ' from the first 
deluge of fire till the end of the sport, which lasted near an hour, 
the trio Giant,, the cross, and the sun, grew all in a light flame 
io the figures described, and burned without abatement of mat
ter.' From this mention of ' statues ef the two giants ef Guildhall,' 
it is to be inferred, that giants were in Guildhall fourteen years 
before Ward's·book was published, and that, probably, the fire-
wt>rk-maker iook them for his models, because their forms being 
familiar to the ' Cit!J of Lonilo11,' their appearance would be an 
attraction as well as a compliment to bis civic audience. . Whe
ther the giants in the Hall fhen, were our present giants, will be 
aatisfactorily determined. 

• See the' Narratin,' by R, Lowman, 1615, folio, balflb~t, 1685, 
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Until the Jut reparation of Guildba)), in- 1815, the present 
-giants atood with the old. clock and a balcony of .ir-on-work be
·tween them, over the stairs leading.from the Hall to the Courts 
of Law and the Council Cha'!Dber. · When they were taken down, 
in that year, and placed on the floor of the hall, I thoroughly exa
mined them, as they lay in that situation. They are made of wood,• 
and hollow within, and from the method of joining and gluing 
the interior, are evidently of late construction, but they are too 
aubstantially built for the purpose ~f being either carried or drawn, 
or any way exhibited in a pageant. On inspecting them ,at that 
period, I made minute inquiry of an old and respectable officer 
of Guildhall, with whom they were favourites, as to what partiCll
lars existed in the city archives· concerning.them; he assur~d me 
that he had himself anxiously desired information ou the same sub
ject, and that after an . investigation through the different ,office,, 
·there was not a trace of the period when_they.commenced to be, 
nor the leastrecord concerning them. This was subsequently con
firmed ·to me· by. gentlemen belonging to other • departmt:mts. 

Just before 1708/tbe date of Hattoo's book, Guildba)) had been 
repaired ;. and Hattori says, ' in the middle ofthis front.are depen
ailed in .gold thete words, Reparata et Ornata Thoma Raa,linson, 
Milit. Majore, An. Dom. M,Dcc.v1.' From whence, and bis 
observation, in the extract first quoted, that ' two new figures of 
gigantic magnitude will be as before,' be intends bis reader to 
understand that, as before that reparation there had been two 
giants, so, with the new adornment of the ball there would be two 
ner,, giants. 

The illustration, or rather proof of Hatton's meaning, is to be 
found in ' The Gigantick History of the two famou,· Giant, in 
Guildhall, Lendo11.'b This very rare book, and. I call it so because 

• Noortbonck writing in 1773, (Hist. of London, 4to. p, 'a9o,) erroneoul7 
affirms that the giantsare made of pasteboard, 

b ' Third Edition, correctt>d. London: Printed for Tho. Boreman, Bookseller, 
near the Giants in Guildhall, and at the Boot and Crown, on Ludpte BiJJ, 
1741.'-i vola, 64'mo. 
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the copy I comult i, the ooly Obe I ever aaw, it ii uanecenary to 
extract more from aba ie really eaaeotial to \he present purpo-.. 
It etalel, that 'Before the present giaDta inhabited Guildhall, there 
were two giaata made only of wicker-work ant.I pitteboard, P'" 
together with great art and ingenuity : and those two terrible on
ginal pants laad the honour yearly to grace my Lord Ma:,or'• 
show, beiag cwned in great triumph in the time of the pageants; 
and wJaea tliat emaeot anoual eervice was over, remounted their 
old stations in Gttildhall-till by reason of their very great age, old 
Time, with the help of a number of city nu and mice, had eaten 
up all their entrails. The dissolution oi the two old, weak, and 
feeble giaata, gave birth to the two preeent ,ubetantiaJ, and majestic 
giant,; who, by order, aod at the eity charge, were formed and 
faahioaed. O.ptaia Richwd Saunders,• an eminent carver ia King 
Street, 0.eapside, was their father ; who, after be bad completely 
iaiebed, clodled, alld anned these his two •ons, they were i...,. 
diatefy .ckaaced to those lofty atatioo, in Guildhall, which they 
have peaceably enjoyed ~er since the year 1708,' From the title 
of the' Gigwotick History' it appears to laave been published within 
Guildhall itaelf, when shops were permitted there ;b ,o that Bore
.. , du, publislaer, bad tbe beet meam that time and place oou)ci 
atf ord of obtaining true information, and for obvious reuODS he was 

• c ------ a eitilen 
Of credit aod renown, 

A.traillbaltd captain-.' Cowper. 
" There were also 1hopa formerly within Wtdnriluttr>AaU, on each tide, alon, 

the whole length of the ball. I have a print of ita interior in that state, a9Nt 
die ye1117!0. •ith boob, prlate, gJoves, aud otlier articles diaplayed fol' •e io 
cues 11piMt the walls, and 011 tlle countera,at :which people are being served; 
Jawyen aod their clients walk and convene in the middle of the ban ; the 
jodgee are iitting in • ept11 eoort,' the courtll beiaJ merely partitioned efl' irom 
tJae ~~die liall tG the height of eight or nine feet, with the aide ban on the 
outaide at which the attorue71 m9ved for their J'Jlles of course. Exeter Cha1,1ge 
now, except u to width, is a pretty exact resemblance of \VeatmiJl8ter-illJ)I 
tbea. Nu Ward relates, tllat he ancl lii• coo1paoion visited W estmioater-ball and 
' walked don by the aempstressea, who were very nicely digitiaing and pleat- . 
iog tum-overs and rufflea for the young atudenta, and coaxing them with thei, 
amorous looks, obliging cant, and-tnviting geaturea/ 
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unlilely to itate what was not correct. It is further related in this 
worlr, that' the first bollOUI' which the two ancient wicker-work 
giant. were promoted to in the city, wa, at the Reatoratioa of 
King Charle~ II., when with great pomp and 1111,Jesty they graced 
a triumphal area which was erected oe that happy occaaioa ac the. 
end of King Street, in Cheap,ide.' This was befoce the fire of 
London, by which tbe hall wu ' much damoify'd,' but not.burned 
down.; for the coaBagration was principally confined to tbe ~o 
roof, and, accordiog,to tbis account, tbe wicker-giaotll escaped. till 
their infirmities, and the labon. of the 'city, rab' rendered it. ne
cessary to supenede·tliem. 

That ~icker was used in constructing figures for the London 
pageants i& certain. Haywood, in hia deacription of the page.
ants or. the Lord Mayor, Rayntoa's $bow in 16Si,. says, that 
'the aoddellor and composer of these aeuerall pieces,. Maiater 
Gerard Christmas, fouud tbe1e pageants and abow.e& of micker 
and paper, aod reduc't them to aollidity and 8llbstance.' But, to 
prove. the -validicy Gf the statement in the ' Gigantick Hiatory,' 
ti..t the present giants were pllt up upou the reparation of the 
hall, in. 1706, an examination of tbe city uchivea became- oeces,. 
aary, and u the History fortunately mentions. Captain Richard 
Sauders ae. the caner, the oaae became· a clue to auecesaful 
inquiry. Aceordillgly, on. examiaation. of the. city ae.couoQI at 
tbe,dlambeclailt!s office, under the h8III! of' Ltraordinary Worb,' 
for. 17'>7, ldiscovered,aDl<>ng tbe,swns.' Paid,for repairiag of die 
Guildhall and <tbappeH,' ao .entr.y in the· following \ford•: 

To Richard Saunders, Ca"er, Seaventy pounds, by j 
• order of the Co'mittee for Repairing Guildhall, "..'1,01. 

dated y• :1.th • of .April, 1707, for work by him j . 
done, 

Tb.ii eatry of die payment COllfirms, the relation: oi &he Gi ... 
gantic._ hiatoi.iao._ Sitund~.r.s~s bilL_ which doubtles11_ con~ the 
charges for the two giants, and all the vouchers. before 1786, 

-----•· 
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belonging to the Chamberlain's office, were destroyed by a fire · 
there in that year. Beyond this single item, corroborating the nar
rative of the ' Gigantick History,' there is no information to be 
obtained at Guildhall, where my reaearche1 were obligingly as
listed by the prompt ki1¥1ness of Henry W oodthorpe, jun. Esq. 
deputy town-clerk, William Mountague, Esq. clerk of the worka, 
and B. W. Scott, Esq. of the chamberlain's office. 

Giants were part of the pageantry used in diff'ereot cities of the 
kingdom. By an ordinauce of the Mayor, aldermen, and common
council of Chester,& for the setting·of the watch.on the eve of the 
festival of St. John the Baptist, io 1564, it was directed that there 
1bould be annually, according to ancient cuatom, a pagea~t, consi1t
iog off our giants, with animals, bobby-horses, and other figures, 
therein specified." lu 1599, Henry Hardman, Esq. the Mayor 
of that year, from religious motives, caused the giants in the • 
Midaummer show ' to be broken, and not to goe the DtlDil 
in hi, feathers,' aod he pr-0vided a man in complete armour to go . 
io their stead; but in 1601, John Ratclyff'e, a beer-brewer, being 
mayor, set out the giants and the Midsummer show as usual. On . 
the Restoration of Cbarlea II. new onca were ordend to be made, 
and the estimate for 6udiog the materials and workmanship, of the 
four great giant,,· as they were before, was at five pounds a giant; . 
and four men to carry them· at two shillings and sapeoce each. 
The materials for making theae Chester giants were deal-boarda, 
nails, pasteboard, scaleboard, paper of various sorts, buckram, aize 
cloth, and old .sheets for their bodies, sleeves and shirts, which 
were to be coloured ; also tinsel, tinfoil, gold and silver leaf, and 
colours of different kinds. A pair of old sheets were to cover 
the father and mother giant,, and three yards of buckram were 
pro•ided for the mother's and daughter's hoods. There is an entry 
in the Chester charges of one shilling and fourpence ' for arsenic 
to put into the paste to save the giants from being eaten by the 

• Harl. MSS, 1368, " Harl. MSS. 11!5. 
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rata ;'• a prec;autioo, which, if adopted in the formation of the old 
:wic;ker-giants of Londo~, was not eft"ectual, tboug~ how long they 
bad ceased to exist before the repaF&tioQ of _the ball, and the car
Ying of their successors, does not -appear. One conjecture may 
perhaps be ha~rded, that, as after the Mayor of Chester had 
~rdered the giants there to be destroyed, he provided a man in 
armour as a substitute; so. perhaps the dissolution. of the old 
London. Giant,, and the incapacity of the. new ones for the duty 
of Lord Mayor's show, occasioned the appearance of the men in 
armour in that procession. • 
. However stationary the present ponderous figures were destined 
.to remain, there can scarcely be a question as to the frequent use 
·of their wicker predecessors in the corporation ebows. The 
giants were great favourites· in the pageants. b Stow, in describ
ing the ancient setting of the nightly watch in London on St. 
Jobo'-s ev&; relates that' the.Mayor was surrounded by his footmen 
and torch-bearers, and followed by two henchmen on large horses : 
the Mayor had, besides his giant, three pageants; whereas the 
sheriff's had only two, -besides their giants, each with their morris 
dance and one henchman.~• It i11 relttted, that to make the peo
ple wonder, these giants ·were armed, and marched as if they 
·were alive, to the great diversion of the boys, who, peering under, 
found them stuffed with b~~wn paper.4 A character in Marston's 
'Dutch Courtezao,' a comedy acted in 1605, says,' Y~t all will 
scarce make me so hiih as one of the Gyant's stilts that stalks 
before my Lord Mayor's Pageants.'e • 

• Strntt'a Sports, Pref. p. sul. • Strutt, p. sxiii . 
. ·Gialtt• were introduced into the May-game&. ' On the 26th of May, 1555, 

wu a gay May-game at St. Martin's-in-the-Fielda, with Biant• and hobby-honu, 
drnm• _and guoa, morris-dancers, and other minatrela.'-(Strype', Mtmorial,,) 
Uorton (in bis Anatomy t1f ,lfelanclwly) includea giarrt, among the ordinary do
µieatic recreations of winter, 
, c. Strutt,p.319, • Brand, i..p,.!57, 

• Slill, to encrease the statue of the pat,, and the introduction of the 
""11'ria-dano, are illlltancea of the desire to gratify the fondneu of our an
ceston for atrange eight• and festi,e amusements. A cock daacillg on ,tilt, 
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It his belel! lllready nwnliont!d, a~t oa iatQa.beth._ progreu 
t6 ler coronatio'n, ·G~ ltkl ~ CM giaAtl, \tel'e *"' 
ttoned at Templ~bar. It is not certain, yet it i4 prebable, that tMM: 
were the wicker gian~ bi'ought-ftoin Gulldball fat the oct1111iob. iri 

'th~ teign ~fore, when 4aeen Mary •ad Philip U. of Spain m~ 
their public entry, ttliere w.a~ at Lot1don bridg•• grtnd spectllcle~ 
wh two images repn!s~ntiog two giant•, Ille ontt aamed Oori .. 
nens, and the bther Gog-lhagog, holding betWeeWI them -~ttaih 
IAtin verses.• There is wean:ety • a likelihood \lilt these were an, 

to the mntlc of a pipe and tabor, b ln Strutt'a Sporta (plate niil. p. ttt,) 
from a book of pnyen writlu. toward• tu clOR or the 1'irtieUltl c.tiltoty, 
(Harl, 11189, 6563), r,tnitt •1• that ia. 1h11 .,.....t •day tMit --,.,...t,1,- be 
conaidered u a me~ effort of the illominator'a fan-,: to ahow, howeYer, that 
it wu probably a real performance, he exemplifies the teachableneu of birds; 
-to ,rhlch may be lldd'..d, 1'111t I ·bate 1Mn a hen, one ofwlroae limbs wu broken 
b, atticfellt and replacH by a woode11 let, ,ulkiu1 ainq her rompdioM 
apparently without iucooveuiuce. 

A. few readen, I know, will pardon me for introducing an etching,(• "4H) 
of a Fool.,' Morria Da1tee, from a picture painted in a 1brt of atone coloar, 
lhade41 with brow1t. The prltl'cipal performer li 'ltridfng O'll ,urn,, ·un1 with a 
baable or whip of long bhc!aen I■ Illa right liUIII, ftapa He of Ilia t'O~ 

lfllll on the groand, while be bean on high, ia hill left hand, two oemata 
bladden, which another figure eodeaYoon to reach. Two or the daacen 
'leem, by their position, to give fun eft'ect to their bells; and for the IUlle pur
pose, al\Other pota a barrel tu motio'-, br treWdhi; ·on tt. To each l'eg o1~ 
lve dmce ... are tlrirt,•tin> bellac ..,. .... loOle -coatl, "ellt •ia l VaiMl~e 
form at the bottom, with· talHII dll the poblta: ta.111el1 are alao aUadlecl te 
their hanging aleevea, and to the teps of their capk, wllich COID(' onr in front 
like the fool's cock's-comb. Tbia exhibition takea place, to the muaic ol a 
drum and llute, on a 1tage ·lighted by·• branch of four candles t'rom the eeilillc. 
The principal apeetator Ii • female, whose wailt ii ..... by a peflola Jo&ldng 
cill -orer her ahoulder; twb me11 in btttl and aoab are to tlae dgflt of ...,.,_.te
.player, a11d in .. othtt Clll"lltr ia a gn,oj, fJf mieovered ftgurea, one ·et •Ilea 
laee1111 to be a friar. Tbe arclt liamOIO' of the dliet aetor'a coanteaam:e, dd 
the dexterity with which he bufeta ..i 1ti111, appear to denote him a Jo~. 
Bot, without Curther remark, I submit this curioaa ueae to tbe comtdenttoa 
of those who are better eble to judge of ita real character. Mr. C'..mibhan'lr.•1 
etching bu pi'eaerved not oaly the apirit of the figure,, bltt the mlautle ·oflbe 
c01tome. 

a Atp.H1. b StnJrt'a.Sporta, Pref. p. ~Tii. 
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qt1¥,r ~ Quild~U Qiant-., w~b Q~ \h~ ~a,ion of a corpo
f'-~P~ rej9icipg, qo"ld I,~ rewoved witi4 tbt: utmost ll~e. 

OralQr ff4'q}~y, on the ~1,i of Qc-qb,er, l7SO, a'1ailed bi~~lf 
qf \h.; ~i~ip!'t~d civi(; fe11t~val for that year to deliver • Lectwe 
~IJ i.t., ~entiimintI the 4iqnti, '}·hicb be 11nnpunced. by ~~w~

'"IJIP.' ~vw~~meot as follows:-,-

' At tl,e ORATORY, 

' THE Comer of Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, near Clare.:market, thiii 
Day, being Wednesday, at Six o'Clock in the Evening, will be a new 

Riding apou ID old Caval<:4de, entitulecl 

The CITY In itA GLORY: Or, 

Hy Loan MAYOR'!! S11nr: 

' Explaining to till Capacities that wonderful Procession, 10 mach en.y'd in 
Foreign Parta, and noia'd at Paris: on n;y Lord Mayor's Day; the fine Appear
ance and Splendor of the Companie, of Trade; Bear and Chain; ·,he Trum
peta, Drum,, and Criea, intermix'd; the qnaHficationa of my L-'a Horae, the 
whole Art and Hiatory of the City Ladies, ·aod Beanx at Gape.stare in the B.al
couies; the Ain, Dreaa, and Motions; THB TWO GUNTI walking out to keep 
Holiday; like Soaila o'er a Cabbage, ■ayA an old Author, tbey all crept along; 
admlr'd by their Wins, .a.ad h11N1<1'd l>y tbe 1'h1·011&.' 

. There is no stronger evidence of.the indifference to·playfulness 
and wit at city Elections, than the almost total silence on those 
occasions respecting such 11,qiple B\11.>je,,.. for !illusion and parallel 
as the Giants· in the Hall. .t\.llJloS\ the only instance of their 
application in this way, is to be found in a handbill, on oc
casion of a maypralty electior,, dated Oct. 4th, 1816, addressed 
' To the London '.favero Livery and their Spouses.' It states, 
that' the day after Mr. Alderman-•--is elected Lord Mayor 
for the year ensuing, the following entertainments will be provided 
for your amusement gratis; viz. 1. The Two GIANTs, at the 
bottom of the hall, wj)J dance Q mipuet by s~eam, attended by 
Mr. Alderman ~, ia a uew wig lij>OO a11 elastic principle, a 
Gentleman ha.ing bought half of his old 011e for the purpose of 

m~ki~; Iii 111:w J)~rqh for ~li• Jl(qi:~ ~u1o·s/ T1lia is t~ first 
~IJ.IPP, P\IS ill~~ lP tl\, Gi• •fhr tbti.r r~ot11l iP lli.ejr pre.
sent station. 
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It is supposed, by the author of the ' Gigantick History,' that 
the Guildhall giants represent Corioeus and Gogmagog, whose 
story seems to be to· this effect. After the destruction of Troy, 
Brutus, who was the great grandson of lEneas, fled to Italy, mar
ried the daughter of Latinus, king of Latium, and succeeded him 
in the kingdom. At fifteen years of age, Brutus accidentally 
killing his father while h.unting, was banished to Greece, and in 
course of time, collected a band of Trojans, on board a larg~ 
fleet, and sailed in search of adventures. • 

----- in two daiea and a night 
Upon the De of Leatrigona they light; 

And lea,in1 of their ahipa at roade, to land 
They wand'ring went t.he countrey for to ,iew: 
Loe there a desert citie old they fand, 
And eke a temple (ifreport be trne) 
Where Dian dwelt, of whom the Troian crew 

In sa~rifice their captain counaell gan 
For good succease, a seat and aoile to criiuc, 

And he no whit mialiking their advice 
Went f'ortb, and did bef....., the altar hold 

In hia right hand a cup to sacrifice, 
Fil'd both with wine, and white hind's-blood scarce cold ; 

And then before her atatue atraight he told 
De~outly all hia whole petition-

* .. * •· 
When nine 'times he had spoken this, and went 
Foure times the altar ro~d, and ataid agen, 
He pour'd the wine and blood in hand he bent 
Into the fire---

He laid him then downe by the altar'• aide, 
Upon the white hind'• skin esp red therefore : 
Of aweeteat aleepe, he gave himaelfe the more 
To reat aurelie, Then seemed him before 

' Diana-chute, the Goddeue, to appeare. 
And apake to him. 

She acquainted Brutus, that far to the west beyond Gaul was 
a sea-girt isle, which he should conquer and rule over, and his so11s 
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after him, to whom other nations should become subject. Encou
raged by this prediction, they continued their ad,entures, 

Aud aail'd to Tuscane thorea on Europe coast that lie. 
When at.the last amongst the men they did descrie 

Foore bauilbt bands ofTroia11s in di,,trease, 

Compa11iona of Antenor in hil flight, 
Bnt CorillllftU was their captain than, 
For connsell graue a wise and wortbie wigbt; 
In wan the praise of nliantneAe he wan. 
Lord Brutus liked well this noble man, 

With him full ~ft confer of fates he wold, 
And vnto him the oracle• he told. 

With this reinforcement they again set sail, and landed at the 
haven of Loire in France. Being attacked by the king Goffarius, 
two hundred Trojans under Corinttru succeeded presently in 
utterly routing the Frenchmen ; but Corinttu,, eager to pursue the 
flying enemy, advanced so far before bis followers, that the fugi
tives returned to slay him-

Ther" he alone qainst th•m all, aad tl,c7 

Against him one, with all their force did fight: 

He achieved prodigies of valour, until Brutus coming up with a 
fresh troop, ended the strife: the French host were wholly discom
fited, and nearly all destroyed by the victorious Trojans. Turon, 
the valiant nephew of Brutus, was slain in this battle, and being bu
ried on the spot, gave name to the city of Tours, which the Tro
jans built to vex the French ; but their force being much weakened 
by their successes, Brutus and Corimeus set sail once more, and 
arrived at Totness in Devonshire, in the island of Albion. 

Those mightie people home of giant, brood 
That did po11e11e tbi, ocean-bounded land, 
They did ■obdoe, who oft io batten stood 
Gainst them in field, on till by force of band 
They were made subject unto Brute's command: 

Such boldnesa then did in the Briton dwell, 
That they in deeds of valour did excel), 
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Unable to eope with tb&lo experienced w..-rion noQe esc!'peil, • 

Save certain 1iallta whom they did purane, 
Which straight to cans in mountainea did them get. 
So floe were wood-, and ftooda, and fonntalnea set 

So cleare the aire, ao temperate the clime, 
They oner aw the like before that time. 

Perceiving ~at this was the country, denoted by the oracle, 
wherein they were to settle, Brutu, divided the islalJ(i among 
his followers, which with reference to bis owu n1na«, he called 
Britain. 

To Corinaeu, gave he, frank and free, 
The land of Cornwall for hia aerviee done, 
And for bet11nae frolJI ~ots be it won •• 

Coriuus WM the better pleued with thit allotment, inas•uch 
aa he bad been used to warfare with such terrible pereooages. 
The employment he liked fell afterwarch to hie lot. For, u 

• on the sea-cout of Cornwall, Brutus was aecuatomed to keep 
a peaceable anniversary of his landing, so on a certain day, being 
one of these festivals. a band of the old giants made their appear
ance, and sudd~oly breaking in upon Ule mirth and rejoicings, 
began another sort of amusement tban at such a meeting w•s 
expected. The Trojans seized their arms, and a desperate b11ttl-, 
was fought, wherein the giants were all destroyed, save Goemasog,. 
the hugest among them, who being in height twelve cubits, was 
reserved alive, that Corinteus might try his strength with him in 
single combat. Corinmus desired nothing more than such a match, 
but the old giant in a wrestle caught him aloft and broke tht~e of 
bis ribs. Upon this Corimeus being desperately enraged, collected 
all his strength, heaved up Goemagog by main force, and bearing 
him on his shoulders to the next high rock, threw him headlong, 
all shattered, into the sea, and left his name on the cli~ which 
bas been ever since called Lao-Goemagog, that is to say, the 
Giant's Leap. Thus perished Goemagog, commonly called Gog-

• magog, the last of the giant,. Brutu, afterw~rde built a city in a 
chosen spot, and .called it Troja Nova, which changed in time to 
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Triooftbtum, and is now allied Loaclon. An antilbt wriw 
reelilnb tbeae idai~mtntl in Britain to have been performed 
at tlae time when Eli WIii the hip.pried iu Judea.• 

Mr. An:hdetcob Nares in hil Glosmy, eo,.,.c)rai. the G~ 
gantick Histo,ian't supposition t1tneeraing &he s,ersonllg8 tlalt 
the Guildhall statue, repN11nt, by a quoation from the um-
mentN>ned wcnk, of 1ome old verses printecl • a broad lhet, 
lMO: 

And inch atont COl'ffalll was, from whom 
Conrtnlri tint honor, -.nd h~t name doth come. 
For though be ahewetb not so great nor tall, 
In bia dimenam Mt forth at Geillll.U, 
Know 'tb a poet only can define 
A gyant•a poatnre in a gyanl'1 line. 

* * * .. * 
And tbaa ~tteaded by bis direful dog, 
The gyant w11 (God bleu 1111) Gog,nq9K. 

Milft Bibffos,-, i,. p, fft. ' 

'The author of the Gigantick History 8Upposes, that as ' Cori~ 
neus IUld Gogmagog were two brave giuta, who nicely valued ~eir 
houour, and exerted their whole strength and force in defence of 
their liberty and country ; ao the city of London, by placing ~ 
their representatives in their Guildhall, eml,lematically declar~ 
that they will, like mighty giants, defend the honour of their .co,u
try and liberties of this their city, which excels all otben• a, 
much as those huge giants exceed in stature the common bulk of 
mankind.' Each of these Giants, as they now stand, measures 
upwards of fourteen feet in height: the young one is believed to 
be Corimeus, and the old one Gog-magog. 

Such being the chief particulars respecting theae enormous 
carvings, the terror of the children, the wonder of the 'pren• 
tices, and the talk of the multitude of former days, I close the 

• This account of Corioiena and Gogm~g, ii chiefly extracted from Mil
'°"'' EtUly History of Britain, b. i. aod the Mirro11r for Ma,ialrate,. Each of 
tbeae works deriving moat of the facts related from Jeffery of Monmouth, 
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subject, satisfied with baring authenticated their origin. In order 
to perpetuate their appearance, they are drawn and etched by Mr. 
George Cmibhank, • whose extraordinary talents have been hap
pily exercised on my more original fancies. As this may be the 
last time that I shall ever write Mr~ Cruikshank's name for the 
press, I cannot but express my utonishment, that a pencil which 
commands the admiration of eve~ individual qualified·to appre
ciate art, should be disregarded by that class, whose omission to 
secure it in their service, is a remarkable instance of disregard 
to their own interests u the midwives of literature. 

And here, Reader, must end our desultory intercouree on these 
affairs. It hu not been conducted on my part so well as it might, 
had time and circumstances permitted me to completely avai_l 
myself of the few facilities in my power. 'Thou wilt, maT 
be, not thank me for what I have done, and complain of me for 
ha~ing left so much undone. .All this I do believe thou mayest 

_ do justly; but thou wilt.be my witness.that I 4ave been. at some 
trouble. In short, if thou ever wert an editor of such boob; thou 
wilt have some compassion on my failings, being sensible of the 
toil of such sort of creatures ; and if thou art not yet an editor, 
I beg truce of thee till thou art one, before thou ceosurest m, 
endeavours.' 

FAREWELL! 
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ADDENDA. 

'Let it h bool'd with the tt1t.' 

Til-z pre~ent il6te is· composed of a fe,v scraps, selected from 
, parcel thro~ into the fire. This saving regard, with the mi9-
cellaneG9Sllesa. of the preceding sheets, and a de&ire to keep the 
prms •going while the plate of the Fools' Morris Dance was_ in• 
preparation, are the real occasion and only apology (or more last 
words. 

!Jriif notice <I De Partu Pirginil, a Poe,n,, b!J Sa,ma• 
. s,aria,-T..-i-r\ of »-,1,, • Car,m,al Pageant, b!J Pittro 

·tJt·Conmo-Hell 7'orments on the .Arno-Harmony and Fla
gellation ·oJ the Order of St. Philip Neri-St. Macarius and 
hi, .f/ep-Nati-ces of Strood in Kent born with tails-Strange 
licence to a book-Riber<i and Lessius on the dimensions <if 
Hell-Our Lady of Carmers confrateniity-St. Jgnatius', 
P--uion of.the Trinity-Picture of it by Ruben,-Origin of 

·, th-kttm lH S in Cl,urches-The Triangle, an emblem oj 
'lfae'Trinity-Rammohun Ro!J's refution of it-Beehi-oe of the 

: Ropiisli Church-Catholic allegory of Bells-The Ringer', 
Ouide-Sata,s and the Soul,--All for Money. 

S,u,wAu1t111s, born at Naples in 1458, rauka with Vida and Frat'Utoriua, aa 
the first oJ the Latin poets among the Italians, chieffy on accouut of a poem 
called De Pltrltd'irgini,, It took hi• several year, to compose, and twenty 
:,ears to revise; and to commemorate the subject he founded a church, and, 
dMlcated it·' :.fl &ntini•a Parlo dttla Grall Matlro di Dio.' The poem is 
pltt~larly described in a Prefatory Dilcollrse lo a ,uw Edilio11 of the P11alnu of 

Dflflid; ,,._,14tttl iato Latin 1'tl'Bt, by Dr. Arthur Jonstou, Phyeician to King 
Cltilfiell I. (Loild6b, 1'1'4t, Svo.) Whence it appears that Sannazarins introduce5 
blgbly dl'linatft ICellea from the New Testament Apocrypha, with rla~•ical 

tlll 
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m•c:hinery ; aad producu aa.ichroDiama etrikiaglJ aimHar to die 1U1e • iueon• 
grnily iDthe repre1eatatioa oftbe p,_ .tlkb. It iawonclemd tbatwitllpre
teuioa to lute he could ban peaaed ao extraordinary • production. Making 
ahe virgin, iD utouiabmeut at the aaaueiation, beeome pale aad look dowu 
upoa die ground, be compar• ber 1urprile to that of a peor dullel, wlao, 1ee
in1 • abip uader 11111 coming towardl her, wbillt abe ii. ptlleriag coddea oa the 
-..here witb her pettico1111 toc:ILed up, ii ia aocb collfuaioa that Ille •idler 
leta down her petticoata, aor ruaa to ber companioaa, but tremblea in 1Ueoce, 
aod ii iamoveable with fear. After the conception, F11me deaeellCII to tlll, . 
inferual regiou to illform the iab1bitut1 of the approacbiag birtlt, and to ac
quaint tbeua that they. are to leaH T■rtarua aad Acberoa, and the laowllng ud 
baruuc of the tl1ree-bac:1Led dog. Tbil occuioaa great joy amoog tbe bleeled 
1pirit1, and Duid being inapired to aill,:, bu a prophetic -.Won, after relating 
which the W-d about for joy, aad carry Da-.id on their eboolden uaar the 
baaak of the river. At thia the Furiee are troubled, aad Cerherue being fJ'IBlit
eaed, frighteaa the damaed witb bi• terrible bowling, aud bide• bil l>lack tail 
bet•eea bia tep. - Muy'• deli-.ery tak• place in a--, according to the 
klgeod of the Pr~ ail. 1f, lliv, ", &e. ia the A,-. N. t",.; Sbe 
wr■pa up tbe child and puti bim into Iler boaom, abe cattle cberilla 11i1a with 
their breath, an ox fall• on his kne•, ud an - doee the aame. Tbe poet de_. 
dariag them both happy, after many commeadatioat, promilel they lhall· be 
llclllouN!d at all the altara in Rome, aad apoatropbisfl the -.lrgin OD oceuloo of 
the reiipect the Oll aad ua have abewn her. Thia iauodnctloa of the u and 
tlie UII warllliag the infant w die crib, witb their breath, ia a fiuaciful cQMlnlC• 
tio11-by c:awolie writer• OD Isaiah, i. s, ' ne «a:~· Ml -. -- 1/tt -
his ....tcr'• cri6 :' in engruiop they --- •apn-t..t..a,. ,die pwt day, 
as may be teeu by refereai:e te rude-wood-ate attacbecl te Clir.._..·aroll. 
-~fter relating the particll1111 of tbe virgin'a delivery, the poet IIIIIUI Ovd 
i1t1:1e11.1ble tbe aagele, while he !lit.a en a throne with a large prment-flyiagO¥er 
his sboulder11, wbich Nature walcbing day and aigbt bad wo,ea for him: , 

' Quam quoudani, nt perllibent, -.igiiane IIC)O&el4lBe dielflllt', 
Jpaa 1uo ucvit rerwn Natura Toaaat.i.' h. iii, ,. 19, iO, 

Amongst other tluaga represented upon thil prmeut, are . the wpeleal .clay 
uut uf wbicb the l,uman race ar01e, birdl ftying through the air, beMtl. wu
Jcri~g iu du, wood,-, fishes swimming in the ~a, ud tbe te■ itself f~g. 
Gotl in bis speech to the angel&, recommends them to be f.-.ourable to man-
1..iud, ud calla a fe1Bale to_ him, 1111D1ed Laetitia, who happened at that t,ime 
not to be employed in danciug. 

' - Lztitiam cboreia tum forte vacantem 
Ad,ocat.' 1 ,. 9!, 94. 

He ,eutl• her with.her tr.un to earth, to aive notice of Cbri&t'a birth to the 
llbephtrd:!. Slae tella them to go and see a queeii rocking a cradle-, and a ki¥g. 
i11 ,lraw, and vaniibee with her train. 'rhe a,ikJ11iabed lhepberd1 caanot·ima• 
giue what l'Oyal penona they are to ill<Joire for, and wander o-.er the headl all, 
night, till at lalit they diico,er the ~ by the br.-)'wg of tbe aa. la· a iraus-, 

Digitized by Google 



279 

11o1t-of jey-tkey pllll up a ftlt Jure!, a lmge pllm;' and olive· tT~ by thl" 
.,,... and plating thea round tlte can, ling 1111d ctancl", and ·makl"' nrious 
kilNla of melody. Joaepb-look• out oftbe Cfff', and awb what they are·ctllln(? 
ltrformiq hint by what fflftlll they were 11ent thithet', all of ttiem sb•ke 11a11d,, 
ud 10 into ·tile - together, wbere·they singabi>nt forty Jines, almost en
.tirely m11n Virsil'• paatorals. Angell then bPgln akirmiAhing in the' elond~, 
-acl lmq a crown ofthoma, with naiw, ■ingiog all the tillle. At thia junetn~, 
llt!Cidentally, Jordan, the uure king, b reTolrillgtbingi to come. SnrronndPd 
-117 hill Nlllltifol dnpten, 011111,e, Doto, Proto, and otbe111, he ii chiefly em
Jtlo7M,in •tici111 leYenl fignrea engraven upon hla 11111, though ignorint df 
·tlteir ....tag, 11hen on a Rddea, be aeea new ,prince break oat1 -anti per
ceive, tlae taate of lti■ river to be changed; Patting bis bead ont of the water, 
-be dileMen the banb-all eo•ered with Rowen, and bean tile ~8 and 
tlle upla 1bouting, and declaring that II God wu eome amongat them. Upon 
dtie, Jonllm lifta ap bi■ h1IDda to Jieaven, and relateull the miracles of Clirltt, 
...tricb. be aaya be bad beea illformed of by, Protea,. At the conelll8ion of hla 
epeech, lle ainp aboat hie allonlden the pnnent wlrieh the Handful nymphtl 
.of·tbuuea•formerly wove fer him ia tlleirbamid catee-; ud finlllly, pluog
ill•hilallelfillto the rinr, the fable end,. 
• Italy, the hirth-plaee of 88119Uarins, tile land ot clualc adtieve1Mt1t ilnn
cieat time■, Uld of aipentitioaa fable and ceremony in after times, preteilted 
&o dNiatian poeta and •ra-tiata a rich and varloaa baneat. From tbenee •~ 
111pplietl eo•tant amUMllleat )o die loqn of the ·mmelloa• ; if it Wet'e 
aeldom aelected with elepnce, thia ie rather ucribable to tb11 rettfietiotll Pff• 

• NrilNd ,by the •mpt11a17 law■ of ,piritaaJ domiaatien, tlien to .,. .. of fancy ·in 
tlae ,_..,....,,.,.,......__t•• t ..... ,_ ··· 

.It 1.-..,_dy notice•: (at p. ttt,,aate) that from the Fathen ef tfte Oratory, 
atRoae, proceede41he p■rfonnaDNI ealled Oratorio,. The l'lllea ofthb reffllo• 
etder _,.,.. of·ne ••II aeftl'ity. • By tbe /rtdil•tiottt of U,1 ONltwy (printed It 
Oafonl, U87', 8Yo, p. ,ff) they are, required to mi& t'orporal pnni8bmentl with 
tbeir religiou llarmony: ' From the flnt of November to the feaat of the Re
NmeOtion, their'COllte111platlon ofcelt'ltial thinga lhaH·be heightened by a con
sort of maeie; aad it ie aleo enjoiued, that at cirtain 1ea1on1 offrequl'nt ocenr
renee, they all whip themaelvea in the oratory. And the custom ie, that after 
·lial(can hour'■ mental prayer, the oflicen diatrihute whip• made of ,mall cordt 
fidl of l:ilot■; put forth the children, if thete be any, and care(al~ ■hatting 
tile doora and window■, extiognieh the other ligl1te, exiept only a small caodle 
IO placed in a dark lanthorn npon the altar, that the t'rul'ifht may appear clear 
and vilible bot not reflecting any light, rims making all the reoui • dark : the■ 
the prieat in a load and deleful voice, prono11ucetb the vene .hN DNli• 
btMli«r,, and. going tbroagb an appointed aerYice, cornea .1,,,,,,__u, duri• 
,--, &c.; at which words, takinr their whips, they ICOG,P their naked 
hodiea daring the redtal of the 50th Psalm, Millr1r,, and the 119th, D, fWO

frn,4ta, with llftr■I prayen; at the . eoncluaion of wbicb, npon a lip given, 
they end their whippio,, and pat on their clotbet in tile dark and ill llilence.' 
'l'be G.uta L,pa4 relata u anecdote of St. lfacari■a. whida mntt i111. 
pre11 e,ery. one with eertaint7, tlaat bad tbe. Saint li•ed so late, and been 
~ued by adD1ieeioD into tile order of Jhe Oratory, be 1'0Dhl laave practiMNI 
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if' r,v#~,-'It ..... Oil •a t,JDe tbat --• !JyU.cJ a 0.. tJaat IHlte lJf•; ~ 
uu. i.e ,awa tbe blode of thia .ftee, lae ~ la:,a, -.ad __. ,....._. 
laym, and ·••te Diked in-the~ 'ri. ..,.ae.._., uc1..-...11,-.elfe If.be 
byteD of a,... Bet the aame aatbority w:•plillel tlle fad, ·tba& atl .. IIGlt 

. alik, forbetrinc; for the 1pc11tle of Entlud, St. 4utia, ·Clllle to a.~ 
town, iQhabited by wicked people, wko ' relAaecl h,- doctryne ud •JM'8GPI 
•t~IJ, aad drof b)IID ,oat of tbe towne, c:ulJ111 cm h;p111 tile taylel of. tbola
bat:k, or lyke fyuhe, ; wherefore be beaougbt Alm1ab~ God to ...,. llJII 
;-,emeDt oq tbem ; ud God .aeu& to them a llwuefuJI token; for the cb,W
tbat were laol'II after iD tbe place, bad tayltt, u it ia aa,cl, tJll tbe7 bad~ 
....... It ia,lllideemyllly that tbil fyll atliltrode illlriell&ei bat;w,.,d • 
Gode. at tit,- da,- ia uo 1uch 41et.rmyte.' 

Religioaa plaJt ue ahewn (at p. 169, ante) to.Ila• llee9 ldllllDOD ia 11111-41• 
ial·lhe .tldm.tb ceotary, wbe,e apiriaaal ••- of all torta -re Mt filrda in-II
.- every polliWe furm. ilir J1>lm Hawkilll, ( H--, ff(< Mue, iii, 4"8-) from 
Felibien, baa pea u acceant of. a apeesacle-, iu.a1Hed aad uhibited'a& II• 
..-iathe yeu t-510; b1 Pietro Coliaio, die paiater, whidl HaRim te,11111 tb• 
.- wbimaieal Md at tbe .... time UM mCMt terrifying tllat imagiaatioa tu 
conceive:. ' Hamig taken a reaolotion.to esllibit tllil e&traordinUJ apeaule at 
.tu lppl'OIICbiag ciaminl; Coalmo 1hat·W-lf uf, la a grea&t ~all, and tbere ctia
poaed "•ecntly eTery tbiug for the exeeutloa of Ilia dl'Aign, lllat,ae eae lacl • * INN -.pieio,i of what he wu aboot. la tile ~selling ef a o,rtaiD-, ill 
-dle.~u.l·leUOII, these appeared in eae •( tile aief-ttreeta of11ie •iJ7• 
~.paillted,blllcll, widi white 111- t11d dead -o'e benet, dni.i "1eiil 
Jau8illoea;; aaa up .. the end. of the pe1e atpo4 Ille fipn, ef aa angel widl tile 
attribatea of Death, au• boldioatJ • '-e -.,. • .._ Illa ~•IIWI-IJ.eMIIIJ-,d 
,ill,ukrill and aea,aiil toae, u if te awaken aJIII ~ tile dead1 ., .. die top 
of._ ei.n.t sat a jjpre 11.itla • acythe ia ill luuid, regft/lelltiOf D~~.--. 
llllder laia fee& Qllll)', lfMel, fNm wbilh appeared, llalf way out, the bare bona 
tlf;earcuea, A great Hmller ef uteadlllt1, oloabed in biac~ and 1'htte. JDubi1 
witb-D..ah'1--. marchea•Wore UMl lilelailMl•111e cbariot,· laeuia1torelia, 
iitlaiclt ealipteued it at dilauoea .. well ohoeen, that e,ery thia, a,,emed ...., 
tanl~ There were h•rd · u t!My 1DUdled, •lliled trnmpeu. wJaoaa ... .. 
...WOWal aomula. HrTed II a~ for tlte proceuioa to atop. 'l1ben tile .. .. 
pllldara were.aeen t«> opea, oat of whieb p,oceeded, ia lty reauraetioa, boii&I 
...-ltliug lkeletou, who IUDI kr • sad u4 melaadlolJ tone, ,il-9.llllitabhita' 
die aal9ect, 111 Dolor piato • Ptllilftla, ad oth-, eompoaecl witJull that lit 
and ian111ion wbich the ltalilD· D101ic la, capable flf; wl(lle,tle. piDeallljoa • 
,tapped io,the public place, themaa~nng with·a~maediand ........_ 
vtioe, · the plllllm M.ilmr1, acce8lpl'lied witb. ialtlumeatl ee.elld,wilb.aiape,. 
te render tluw 10W1da mo~ diamal, The cbano&-.. followefl' Ill:, IIIIIIJ·P"" 
... laabited like corpMt, .... d moQDted apoo. ~teueat h..., tlaauoplcl "
felipdr 1prud with black llooaiqa, bafflll. wllite CNIIMII and deadl', .... 

puated at the foar comea.. Each of.the ridea:bil4 6oalt pllllOIII to &Uead, Ila•. 
bited iD lkl!Md• liu Ille dead, eaoh with a tnrc;bia.-. ... pd, •aad a Rndalril 
of, bledt tafeaa,. paiotlld wida white Cll'Ollelf 1tonet, _. ._., belldl in ·1M 
edaer. In .. &, .all tliat llornr11111 itaagiae'DJ• aliletiai, at tile rennecdela 
of tile 4'ad, na·~at tlaii 1111111a-.de, wllidt wu iate■de4 to t'epr. 
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."9t ·'" ~-~ ~•· A 1p41c(acl4 '9 ad ~d aci....-.. ,true~ a-, 
-~ flQr111c,; W¥1,.altlwaglJ i..-a time ~ feetivit7,-~ peai&tatl of.-, 
"~ '4».-,.8"11 ~ tJie ~ mJIUlt!r ita whillh eYeff dling WM .c• 
l~t!ld, t~d th!l w~ of the iQentor, .aad the exec11tion of a coacert, IO 
..-i~ltle IP IJI• ~u..• A.pp,alliog u thia eslaib.itioa undou!Jtedly: wu, 7etita 
Wlffl 11iwt IP.Iv~ J>eiip ~cee.dtd ~ one ill the 111UDe citJ, f.rom wla111~ Baw
Jpqf MIIPMH· ~ Coawio'.1 w• i.lteo, Tbia was tile .perfol'QlallC8 of &be 
~(f ,I 1/Je .P11f'lllflll, at the ~lint of the i,t of Ha,, 130+, when, acc»alo 
iN i1111¥~, the \)eel of Uie. river. Alllo waa tl'llllfoaned. ualo a.re~ 
~II ef tho GuJpb of Bell, 11•d -11 tlu~ :vuiety of lllfferialJ ~t ,the imqiaation 
.of. ~~ or of th1t poet ball iav111Dted, were inflicted, br etreama of beiliq 
.PitdJ, ,ilDle,, ii:e, and lll!rpeDte, on real p•nou, whose cri11.ud gl'OIIII ND, 

!11J14 ~ bol'J'Ql'II .r ~ WIM CIJaP~Ul, 
.F.~w -!JJ;,j,c~ "'' 4!Xfrcill1!d curio■.itJ to 1reater ex~·than Hell. TIie 

M14h9r of tile Q~ flf ~ worl~ ia ,,., 111-, (1638, time. p. !01.) nlatel 
~~ -,ajlc;. ;Ri.l)e.qi, bl .Jue. ~tarr oa a llUIIIP in tlJe ~ 
(~iv, .2Q,) l!fhi!W 11(1-~ tkat #w blo,ocl c:au 11111 flf t.u ..,_,,._ ,.. •• ,_ 
,.,.fe ~., l!y IIM 9'"1 P/ 11 l.4ot1Had 1111d • ltuil,ell, Jkplnp, •~ 
•. ~ ,uwb111r . tP be ~~ qf Utlll, ud • expl'alile of iU coaaritr, 
wbi~ Ji• ,~oAII a& twc> buadred Italian. miln; bat LINiu (.0. Me,w.-L 
~ii, 4, Ut,)Jh~ that .tbie opi.uion give, them too IIIIICb room in Hell, Ull 
.tflerefv~e JL9 1uwea tbat iPeuot ao wide;. for (IIWI lie) tlle aiameteMf, .. 
ltr,agHt ~-~IJy 11ultipUINI, will IIIU. a ,pure capable ..of ~Dtaiuiag 
~t l!DPilred tiloUAD.d miUiOIM of daiued llodiel, allowilllr._., ... a,_ 
q_,the, aquar~ 1'b11r'81, w• lie. it.ia e•tai.Jl tb,.t diem lballDN be.:one_.. 
t1p4 ~ •iJJi ..... .,.. .u, .,. .. , ~ . be dlllllft!l,tl.' . n •. G.W.:. Ufl-', ~ 
-~. t)Je R~OM tP b11 4 Wiljttrprt'q,. ' ia &ache WJ .. tblilt the -blGOtl ef Oniit 
4pr1111,11"'; b1-t O¥r ~pye11fought 11>1>.1tnJlll1 aatl .WO.led the.,........ 
•11q fou\e:., tbat 114 \lrue th4 boJ1d.ee of ,,one aad ucooded iato beav•; ... 
.rt.er t1i.J• _be 4Pt'D41d tbe ta,er11e qf be1ea and pollftd o■t tile wiae of die-. 
p114t.' N~Jy aki,i t11. ,._ rap..,.._tiolla ud apecu)atiou, are tha m--. 
lol\l ttP.riee tl!at fofD!l!rly obtailll!4 ,e,edaocc. A tcaet, prillta4-at DotaJ, ia 
WR. 111~~ ./~I dt1 ./J~ C:"-•• lta .plw f'fllllf1'1 par, )l. B. J ... 

. 4\ ~• t;..-ffl#lf, b'lVJ tlut •'11Gbatioo. ,.,_..__,. Saww ._..,, wbo 
.-y11 ~ ,AJI. whiRll ~ i.a \lii.t b«>Ok ii. aa,eeable ta iu, aad ,fllll ,of tha indaW. 
-.ftAw.of ~ holy J11v111 fro111 lf4w:h, • lr1>tn a foutaill, all ii drawad111U1 
u,,- '1'1'ilt,ea. All t!Jat .ii in tbit book is c1111po■elll, arruged, awl wriUea Jtt 
iiu. I uai111 the buda of olben, u,:ol!Cliog to ntJ good will and pleaare.! . , 

8alih were tile inveou.t that l)l"eate41 111111 gratified the el'll'fbag •f• W
ptwU111~e IIOt two ceotariu ago, Indeed we fiad tJie. moet ilkatriC181 
duoteu, praetiaiag .the poae1t folli11• and p,opaptiog the ailliest tala t• 
el"ect their porpeaea., If, in oar. daya.the 1■ppl7 ia ■mailer, it ia beeaue dotaN 
• ii 1e-.; 1et .d m.., 1r•iH ~ IIN ;tfuilpilf, Prioil,p-, .4-c o/' tu~ 
ltnilg .J-, """-" .r..-,.,. ·Btul .c--, (Loadoo, 1N6, 181Ba.} rfli.,.. 
may abanri t,lea,, .,,..._1,, witllt tlla bo,. dlat Cley -, penuade il9 
,eafiea u ltenme laratl!Na ••f Gal ,I.to:, of Carael. 'It •w that • G-

• f'.llrir'iaa• liaM &Jt.· .... - ..... ·fa, nlilJiecw ledalidel, ..... they ... 
e,..y where in Ca1Hlic •o■lllricl IIICJlt. pDMIJJ, ~•; ,..-e ·e•• 
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rolling themaelvea in the coafntemity of the IIOIT l!UIIIID TRINITY, othen 
in that of the R111ary, &c.' Referrin, to the treatiae itHlffor an e•mea,arioa 
of mi~ulet aMI in8ueacea which no rational peraon woald imagine rould no• 
be cited u iuducementa to each a purpoM!, it le amuing to tarn to tile LU• '-t 
St. 1,..1u (by Father Boebours, Londou, 1686, 8vo. p. St.) for a Yuift l(Ui.e 
'.lWiiilf, which the biographer etatee that the Founder of tbe 'J1111ite - fa
voered with. • One day, in a moat lively manner there wu repraentecl to 
hina tbe myatery of the Holy Trinity. Goia1 at\enrarda in • aoleam preeet
lion, all bie tbonglate we.re npoo that my,tery ; he could not epeak ,but of the 
Trinity, but be.epoke eo that tlle moat Jeamed admired bim, and the moat 
iponot were i111tntctecl by him. He wrote down hie eonceptione .08 no •
than founcore leavea, 1ince loet.' A 1pleadld picture. from the pencil of Babenl, 
now in Warwick Cutle, repreaenta the Jeeait in bis raptare, contemplating 
tbia myatery. Hia npliftecl eyee are fised ou tbe letten I. H. 8. bluing ia I.be 
c:et1tre of a .&,ne of fire. Yet tbeee letters, wbicb are ,till placed 08 tbe psl
pitnnd altar-pieceaof Proteltant churcbea,deaote neitlaer.Triaity aor Uoity, bat 
only exemplify the ignorance and mistake of manaacrip~•writen in the early ages. 
Thie ia Ila~ by :,itr. ~, in bia preface to tbe Calaltlp., o/ t~ Ki,w'1 MSS. 
(p. xuii). He aaya that • in .lAlul MSS. the Grulc letten of tbe word Cbrittu, 
u aJao Jeaua, are alwaya retained, except that the termination, are changed 
accordma to the Latia language. Jeaaa ii written I H S, or in amall cha
acten i he, wbicb i, the Greek I HJ, or , ~. an abbreviation of """'• 
However, the aeriba knew nothiog of tbie for a tho111and years.before the ia
veotiou of prilltiog; for, if they bad, they would not have written i 1i •• .for 
-air; but they iporantly copied, after one another, auch letten u they foancl 
.,.i (or thoM two wo....,, .. ,., _. ,...,.._ tli•,- 1'-t.cadcd to 6Gd JAU H-i
- ~ comprebencled io the ,rord I H. 8 ; which ii another proof that 
they took the middle letter to be 1 aot ~. 'l'be dallh aleo over tJ1e word which 
is.a lip of abbreriuion, aome ban chtnpd to the sip of the crOII.' I had 
ohlerved more on thlt aabject, bat within the present yeu theae letten have been 
cODltellated on the altar-piece of the chnrcb belongioc to the pariah wherein I 
naide; and deeiriog to owe nothiag but goo4 will to my net,hboon, I aapp,eu 
farther reaark, ltat aome of them may aoppoee that I deaip to reflect in an un
friendly way on a circumatauce wherein, u to intentioa, they bne awowingly 

. erred. The corroptioa of the note of abbreviation mentioned by Casley i, 
commoa to Catholic. booka 11114 ill old printa, very frequently with the additioo• 
beneath the Jette~, of the three nails ef the croaa, dive'ling from the pointl 
i~ a fao-like fo_rm. That thertJ were J_. nail, wu maintained at ODf! time, 
from. a a_pppoeition that each foot wu separately nailed, inatead of both f~t 
being tn1116ud by one· nail ; bat u, by the latter mode, the diapoaitiim of tb.e 
limbs luob better to the eye, the beat paioten decide ia ita fa,or, while the 
aamber, three, baa rendered it coavenieot u aa emblem of the Triµity. 
. The eymbol deaotinl .the roeqaality of peno111 ia the Trinity by an equi,. 
lateral triaiiaJe, baa of late year, been coavert,cl into a triangle, of .wbicla 
only two •idea being equal, the third.,ide ii comeqaentJy DDefiaal. Thia fomia 
the bue Qf a triangle conailting of one perfect rectaqle and two acute angle-, 
and by a 1traD1e confuieo, the aec:ond peraon of the .'.fr.inlty, already aa~ . 
to be. co111prebeudecl in the pg11r~ of a triqle, ii bere auperadded ia the _i'Gl'Jll 
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or a don hoftfiog beneath the bue, with a circle or effolgent raya compre
bellding the whole. Vut nnmben of prayer-boob now in 111e are stamped in 
gold on the coYen, with thia sen1eleaa de•ice. Indeed the lacorrectne11 of the 
pe'rfectTriangle • a symbpl, ii demonstrated by the celebrated Brabmio,Ram
molian Roy, who ha.big upon deliberate CODYictioa, become a CbriAtian, baa 
pnbliabed ne Prec,pt, qf Jmu, tlN G•~ to Ptaet and H11ppinu,, (London, 
18!!, 8,o. p. S06,) which coutaim the refutation allnded to, eoy1 that 'The 
auilogy between the Godhead and a triangle, in the fint i111taoce, deniee to 
God aoy lffl esieteoce ; for extemion of all kinda, a~tracted from poettion or 
reJatite eitoatioo, esietl only in idea. Secondly, it destroy• the unity attempted 
to be •tabllahed between Father, 800, and Holy Ghoet; for the three 1idee or 
a triangle are coocelnd of a, aeparate exietencee. Thirdly, it deoiee to eac:b 
of the three penons of God, tl1e epithet God, inumncb u each aide cannot 
·be designated a triangle, thoogb,the Father of the oniYene ia innriably called 
God in the 1trict 1e111e of the term.• Theo be 1how1 that the maooer ofargning 
by a mathematical figure, ii adapted to support the polytheifm of the Hiodoo., 
and woold in fact;• equally aolt the Atheist; for·u the Trinity ii ·repreaentecl 
by the three aidee ofa triangle, eo the eternal revolution of nature ,.tbout any 
diYloe penon, may be compared to the circle, which ia considered u huing no 
aidee or aoglee; or which, when considered u a polygon, haYing an in1lnite 
number of aides, the illastration of the Trioitariao doctrine by the form of the· 
triangle, will by analogy, J111tify theee sects who mllintaln the ex.iatence of an 
bifinite number ofpereom in the Godhead,' &c. 

By allegory and 1ymbol, the papacy eoaoared the igooraat. The author of 
the Bulrit,e of Ille Bomia ChurcA, -,,, in defence of his title, that • our dear 
and·loYiDg lllOdacr, tile hone aaurc11 c1rav ..... , . ....,,._ to aeorne or dladalne, 
that wee doe compare her c111tome and orden to a Bttliw, coneldering that 1be 
benelfe doth compare the incomprehensible generation of the Sonne of God 
from his father, together with hie birth out of the pore and undefiled Virgtae 
Marie; onto the Ben: whieh were in verie deede a great bluphemie, if•the 
beet were ·not of 10 great nlonr and Yirtue, that by them wee might liken 
II.lid compare the holie church of Rome. And seeing, the saith, that God is· 
delighted with the giftea and preeentee of the beee, wby lboold not thee heY
aelfe uceedillglie rejoyce with onr Bt, Hiw1' Two carious deeigne on wood, 
i111erted in this book represent the papal crown u a hiYe. • Bees with shaven 
heads, mitres, cardioala' bah, &c. are flying aroood it, engaged in abriYing, 
burying, 11ying m111, &c. A &imilar repre,entation nearly occupies the title page 
of the· Dntcb translation printed in 15'16, Without the explanation already 
ginn, it might be supposed, the title wu from a 1tory•related in 81.,Yurd', Wuy, 
qf Row,•--,, (1675, 8Yo. p. 107'): 'A woman'• beea not thriving, by 
\he·adrice of a neighbour, lhe ,teals a con1ecrated wafer; and placeth it In one 
of her hiYea, hoping it would driYe away the disease aod bleu their noder• 
takings. The deYout beee in honour of auch a goeat, fall to work, aod'with 
their hooeycomba make·a preny little· church, with wiudowa, a door, a belfry, 
yea, and an altar too, npoo whieb they laid·the·Hoet, and pay'd great renr
ence to it.' 

• Tbe wonbip of the Romilb Church conaiata of allegory, symbol, and drama tie . 
exhibition. Specime111 of allegory are already in these sheet~; bot the cont em• 
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platioaa or the Catlio1ic• in tbu way; are to an estellt that' i,iodent Protstat1 
e1d ,nrceJy ~neeive. For-imtanee; the ancients at the feuti of,Millem 1111d 
Vulcan, t'OIIMCrated Trum~u for rellglom mes, eapeciall,-u antWotea apiblt 
demons, thOllder, stortn•; &a. Tb 1he nme end, the-Oatholiea blptia B,., 
ill the name of the Father, Son, and-Holy Ghost, and dedicate tliem to aibtl, 
•irig holy water, hbly oil, incen1e, 111d pnym, in the l."eremony ;-an•, ac
cording to the miseal of Salishnry nse, thl're were godfathers and godmothen t. 
tire belle, who gne them their nliml'I. Doranda,, the pat Catbolic,aotlle
rity for th11 mysterious services of hia l'horch, explaiae the allP.gorieaJ .... i 

eatlon of bells after their baptilm. He say,, (.Rcliffl. Diffla. O~. lib. i. eap. 4i) 
tbat bells being made of hraH, and being therefore more 1brill than the trumpet, • 
aader the law, denote that God was then known to the Jewt only, b•t now to 
.-.1 the world : that, a, they are more dur11ble, tlae, eiguify that the preadtiil1 
et the New Testament endures longer than the Jewula trumpets and aacri-
8"9, even nnto the end of time, and that they represent preaehetl wlaiefl 
ftll men to the faith. The bell deootea the preacher'• moeth, aceordiof to 
1lle wordt of St, Paul, I - btcomt ,., m"rlilflr bra#, &c. ; the hardnete ef ita 
metal implies the fortitude of the preuher•• mind, according to the P-■ae• 

I Ae, p,t11 tfl« afl,rtfuvll -t 1t4Nl tlta tltir Jflmlffl/l. The clapper 10tmdioi • 
die tiell by striking on both· aidee, denotet the preacher', toncue publiablng 
Nth the Test11111erit1; and that the preacher abonld oo one aide correct -.ice iii 
llttnself, and on the other side, repro•e it in his bearers. The halill that tie1 
the clapper, denotes the moderation of the tongue; the wood on which ·the beH 
ungs, signifies the woo1l of the cro••; the iron that ties it to the wood, deno\ea 
-.0 charity of the preacher, who being inseparably conneetechfith ·die c'roli; 
esclalm1, ' Far 6t it ,fro• 111• lo 'p,j~ dtctpi ill· tit• ~ ·of oilr Lllrd! Ttae 
wbetl thllt ptltl the bell in motioa, 1igni6es the preacher's mind, which coa
ilffteihritb tie divine law, puaeth it upon the people by conataut preac!hnlf. 
~ bell~rope denottt tl1e humility of the preaeher'1 life. The rope 1ied· tif 
M wood -wherein the bell· bangs, .. idgoifiea that the scripture ch!~endetk -from 
tire--•ood of tbe croa. '111e rope being formed of three cords, denotes that 
tbe scriptutt!-cOMUteth. of a Trinity, •!I•· Hi1tory, Allegory, and Morality: 
the de1cedt'of the rope'frem ibe wood to the hand, 1iguiliN-the deseenf of' 
eeTlptnre from the myetery ·of tlii eroes-in the •prtaelier'1 • mouth, and 'that· it 
eome, to his· blutd, beca1111e the ••cliptore 1hoold pl'Odoee • good work.. . The 
upwarlt'and d11wnward motion of tile rope,-denotee that the scripture aom~ 
timet • ,peaks of high, at1d at othet times of low mauen, • 10111etimes .,.tt
ribelly; and at • other • times, rlainly. Again, the donward lllotioo, 1igiil661 
t'hl!·preeehen deteent from coatemplatlon to action; tlleupward motiob,.wllen 
ttie aeriptote b exalted In cont~mplitiou ; alil> tbe: dewn'Mll'd moti1111; -tig,. 
ftifles·tbe •ectlpture when it is exponded llteralt,·; _. -the up1'1U'd m1>rion, 
11'1len it ls e,rpo'lltlded spfritfllllly. 

A' specimen is at hand ·ar 1111 attedlpt:'fhrm aaotllet q,tietter i.1pintaalll8 
llilltl; In 1eot, a· tract wit• publhlled, entitled; • 7lt Bi"lff'• •tru G.ifle; 
contllnillg a safe Directory fbr ~ery. tliill -Clttltdlman; ·br att aft'eetioaate 
address to RingP.rs in every Church and Pariah; By S. Beanfoy': (1tmo.p;H). 
~- Beau~, aeela~ tlllt. •-ot1 ; •,moderate· calealation, wh hue -more ·tllan 
seventy:thlluattd'rinJel'l,•_,.,_._tllem dlu r-• lfdloa, -..-.; art a:riilgff, 
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1IIOll bait an.aeti•e part in the chareb,.and dlou.ahouldest.be carefuJ to perform. 
tlly part with holy propriety.' He explaina bow :-' thou ~kouldeat. pray that 
thou.mayeat alwaya fill tby office aa God exhorts in his holy word, when be, 
aya, WlialHer/0' pe do, .do ALL to 1/u Gl.ory qf God, ( 1 Cor. it. Sl).. Hence it 
appean, that whenever thou art employed in ringing, thon ahonldest ring fo the · 
glory of God.-1 recommend to thy moat aeriona consideration : 1at .. What are, 
the moat material enda to be answered, by ringing?, telly. I would excite thee 
w esamine whether thon hast practiied ringing with a view to these important 
end,.' 'Thia, Mr. Beaumont attempta with more of good pqrpoae than judg• 
ment. . To what estent bia piece la popular among the aeventy tho01and prac
titionen in' tintinnabulary clatter,' e:1perience does n~t enable me.to eay._. 
, Allied to allegory were ancb old apiritoalizing romancea u the Pilgrtmop, 
f/ lAe Solllk, before allnded to (at p. l !!) aa pregnant ' with beaulie1. that 
delighted our forefatbera.' The aotbor of that work, aa afterwards c,ld Johll 
Banyan, deliYera hi1111elf under the similitude of a dream, which, be aays, be
fell him on a St. Laurence' night sleeping in bis be~. He. thought that be was, 
travelling towards the City of Jerlll8lem, when Death struck bia Body and Soul 
UUDder; whereupon the foul and horrible Sal/uauu comes towarda the Sowl, 
which being in great terror, its Warden or Gnardian Angel desires l:latbauu to 

• ftee away and not meddle with it. Satan refllllea, alleging that God bad per
mitted that no Soul which had done wrong ahonld, on ita pauage, escape from 
being ' anarlyd in hia trappe ;' and be aaya, that the O.oardian Angel well knows 
that be, the warden, could never withdraw the Soul from evil. or induce it to 
follow hia good counael; and that ev,en if be bad, the Sonl would not have 
thanked him for it; be therefore doea not know why the Ancel ahoald inter
fere, and bep he would t.t him alone te do with the Soul what he bad. a i_igb.t 
to do, and contd not be prevented from doing. The parley continoee. until 
they agree to carry the Soul before Mieliael, the provost of heaven, and abide 
hia award on Satan'•. claim. The Soul was then lifted between them botb into 
the transparent air, wherein the apirib of the newly dead were paaaing thickly· 
on every 1idt, to and fro, aa motel Sitting iu the aun-beam. They tarried not 
nntjl they arrived at a marvelloaa place of bright fire, shining with a brilliant 
light, aarrooaded by a great multitude of Soula attending there for a like p11r
pe19. Tbe. Guardian Angel entered, leaving Satan without, and alao the Soul, 
who cc,uld bear the voice of bis warden apeakiog in bia behalf, and acquainting 
Micbael that he had brought from earth a pilgrim,. wbo waa without, and. with 
him old Satan bia acc111er, abiding judgment. Then Satan began to.cry oot and 
Kiel,• ofrigbt he ia mine, and that I ahall prove; wherefore deliver him te me 
by judgment, for I abide uougbt elae.' This caoaed proclamation to J>e made 
by aoond of trumpet in these words:-' All ye that are without, awaiting 
your judgment, preaeot youraelves before tbe J:lrovoat to recei,e your doom ; 
but firat ye that ba..-e. lougest waited, and especially. those that. ba:ve. no 
grea_l matter and are not much tronbl~ ; for tbe plain and light cames shall 
~t be determined, and theµ other matten that oeed greater tarrying.'
Tbia procluuation greatly disturbed tl)e aoula without. Satan and bis evil 
■pirita were moat eapecially angry, and holding a consultation, be spoke as . 
foDowa: 'It. ap~ara we are of little consequence, and henr.e our wicked 
ueighbonn do u ~uatiee, These wardeus _hiuder us fro.m our purposes, and we 
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are witllolll ta..-. Tbwe ta no GliitMrpilptm 'bat bath bacl a warden •fped 
ldm •ihlm ·bll blrdl, to atte■d him and defeacl bim at all timea from ear tiapu, 
..S Npeclally from tile time that he wulted la tile ' •It lye,' orduaed by 
Qnao, cl, Dw, who bath enr been eur enemy; and tbeo they are takeo, • I09ll 
• tbete wardena come, before the pro,01t, and hue aadientt at their owa 
planre; while we are kept he• withHt, •·mere ribaldt!, Let u ·cry oat 

, It HI/DI {Aare], aod nl-apoa them all I 'they h••• done 111 wrong; and we will 
ipeal ao load tllat ia 1pite of them they iball bear u1.' Then Satan and_hi9 
epirita cried oat aH at once,' Michael! Pro•o•t, Lienteoant,aud Commia&ary of 
tile high Judge! do ae right, without exception or favoar of any party, · Yoa 
bow •ut well that la every upright court the proaecator it admitted to make 
hit 1ccmatiol1 aod propese bia petitioo; bot yoa tnt admit the defendant te 
lilak'e tiil ueuatlon. '1bit manner of judging ia 11~icioaa ; for were tlleNr 
pllgrlma ilJIIOffllt, yet, if nuon were to be beard, 11nd right were to preml, the 
aeeueen would have the tnt beariog to Ill! what they would, and tbeo die de
ftmdantl after tllem, to ucme tlle11111eln1 If they coald : ••• then, lleiag die 
;roseeuten, hear u tint, and then the defendaots.'-After 8atan'1 eomplaillt. 
the Sold beard within the a11rtaio, • a loage parlalMllt ;' and, at tbe lut, there 

. 1nl another proclamation ordered by sonod of tmmpet u follows:-' All ye 
tl1atare accoatemed to come to our judgmentti, to bear and tdtee, ae .-on,• 
tkt right be pem>tmed, come forth Immediately and take jour seats; ye well -
knowing yOUl' own aMigoed placee. Ye also tbat are without, waiting the at
*r of the ilourt, present yoorsel•e■ ferthwith to the judgme11t thrreef, in order 
a ye lbaH be called ; so that DO one binder another, or interrupt aootbu'I clia
ooarae, • Ye pifgthoa lllpproach the entrance of this curtain, awaiti1•g witblout; 
ad yo>ar wardeet, ............. ., - -•..,..a.,..to .. gin,i to .... compaay, ue 
tit appc!II', u o~t tlleyooght, within our preaence.' Al\tt tltie proclaaQation 
wu obleri,,e411, th& Guardian Angel •id-• Pro•oat llichaelt I here )lftlent. to 

·yon thla pilgrim, committed to my care io tbe world below: lie.-ha■ kept biswda 
t'O the Jut, and ougbt to be recelnd iato the beuenly Jenualem, ~ 
Im body batb long beentranning.'-Satao answered-' Michaeli attiendte.wy 
word and I 1baH tell yoa another tale.' He urged that the Soni, after ba;~•• 
en arriving at mature age, defiled himself by ain. ' It ia ,written,' '8YA Satan_., in 
the micllt of bis vi11ge; read it who that will. There ye may 1ee theaJiamnmd 
coufnaio11 wbicb be bath wilfully wnpped himaelf in. By that I a1k jndgmeat 
ihat he be deHnred to me.• Batan then enumerated the Soul._ ,arioua linl,:'alld 
uked 'who ia it thatooght, or may, or dare excuse biml hak 11eiodaer,'trit
neas·bat be that bath alway• been next of bia c0t1mel, bi1 own Collirciea«, i,bo 
dare not, nor will not lie in tile matter: he is mine by right; io'bea'll'nfiath lie 
noocht; let him therefore be delivered to me that I may, go hencie-fertll'tritll,' 
'nle Soul then relateir, tbatio great dread and heavioeas he knew not_., to 
do or say, but when .be aaw bi• warden remain silent, be wlli1 io 1till- greater 
dread, He ■aid to me then, 18)'1 tbeSool, that' I must BnlWf'r for•m,selft•the 
aecmation, aad .if I could defend myself I had the rigbt tc do 10, l1111 if 11:0illd 
not or dnrat not in myown penon, I moat get &0me ad,ocate ·tdRpe.Wk lfor'Mt!, 
But I well knew that adHeatea are not williag to pll!!ad BR)' man'a callfe "liitulat 
it is ajnst one, or elae tbat:they bepe to he reftrded after;•iaJld fin' .. ,.... a 
man aa I, there wollld oo:act.ocate plead wltlloai beiDg paid IHlf&re,._..: Ar 
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p,~ ill worlc)Jy.coQ81 kaite toepea Jikt to dlo lupd Qi tu beius• tW 
d~wet,k hilll att:ay to tile party dlat'w·ill pe· lbe beaUellri' Ne•lhelw 
t.be~v!)catea of beav(!!l w.ere ohoatbu kiod, and react, ~•.,.ali, • th& ~ 
111t-1,e aijll thought, that u he'..,.. poor, and bMl DOtbiac to'tite • u,ooaae, 
qd .bad ao acqoaintuee with aoy -uiot,' he bad better liefend lwaMlf, .•H• co• 
1aeoeet, bo.~ever, by t'Omplainulg, tllat be who ia QOW hit NCIIIU ,..-u WI· -
4.o.~e.-. H.,:,11gge1ts that if hll had be.en; a·aioo,r he oqbt'Det to.bne ,beea 
111tt:~ to IQ on 10 l001, He atlir111, tllat he bu no wildo111 to --..an bi111t 
ffl(,.1114 appeal• to C.rity, to Jeaoa,, to the Virgiu Mary, aad to all tile aaiD&I 
~~l· ,hia enemy, frlao, while he wu ·in the fteall, by deceitl ud- fau~ 
dxo., .binl to miadoing. Theo, .,,... apoke to tile followieg e&'eot ~ 
• Sir.~Cld1el Repeatance and petition ia - •-; nouu1aa:, advoca~ 
p~.-bere •ho i• nol from tile. ellfth: below, .. it ia aaaioat ... e law ua 
c .... ~m qf the court to attel!lpl ,to excite odatir favor to biauelf. The IHI 
had leimre in his lifetime to have prayed, and obtained proeuratora to peomot.e 
---intemt11, bot now it ia too.I •• ' ·Ptoelamatioo wu accGICW!li,y· made 
-:.-:-,.• T" IDIIQner • and uege of Ule. Co.DR ,ii, that tlae pilpim 11111•.er fer 
~elf peraoually, aod plaillly gift aceouot of bia jeuaey,.~d: otur plea tlOI' 

• J>ll)C)M•. o~gbl uot to he beard nor atlm\tted ia tbia place.~ 'Dl8 1001 ,thus pN!lled, 
~ICl!Jre,I ,w defead bim.telf in . the belt mur .he could. B• bepa bf 
~ckrioe uceptio111 ·to Satau'e proceediapJ:~bat .he,oegbt not to Hi.wet • 
Mtio.o ~roagbt IIP\Mt Wm by Satan -.ad otker,, became they: were iaf.amou 
111t1hon~ntd, aad 1betefort dmen from ;heuu ; became Satan liad al••;t 
'-'- ·tl!e defelldaol'• penonal eae_nty, by ps1raui111, Jyug ia lfllit. felutallillf, 
ffl'fl4ing neu. arrayiug:vap, an4 tettiot Miler engi.Del, to'lak•aod deceive .lutli. 
~er 1 la. all ..... -~ - ......... • r- -- t4 pe .. _te tbe-actiou, 
~ :~ eternally co11de11ned, aod theaifore collld net an1wer. lo lhe'.eoul for 
....,Wl'CIIII doae him, if tile actio1nrere diaal,lawed; and, wtly, he alleged tliat 
il·W well:knowu tbat 8a"8 wa1 1 tlaen, aod ever bad l>ND, an opeu liar, .. llae 
--- of all fal1eboocl, ud ■at,otb, ,ud uwa71 ready . to de. and aay the 
wOllt. Te theH eisceptio~ ·Satan -.i,were4 • aearly u folloWI•: that. tlae 
~aer • ~d cutom •f Ilea• ia not the ume u npoa earth.; th&t-lle bad 
eeizin of accuaement in u much u die Co11rt Juul Kj!ep&e4 Ilia 11tC111Atioav. 

that when he wu kept 1taadiog without, the soul did not theo except : that 
alttaoagh, true it was, that if the action were aftided, that be penooally.coold 
aet be beard by reuoo of hil iuaotlcieney, yet there wu ooe who could in no 
war be ewcepted to, and who knew the aoul'a inmoat thooghta. Where 
upoo Satan called Bgnikray, to tatify the troth. The 10ol'1 deacriptioo of thia 
witaell la very curioua :-• 'Ibeu came forth by me an old one, lbat loog time had 
laid JaiD111elf oigb me, which, before that time, I had not perceived. He waa 
woaclerfully hideona, and of c:nael couoteoaoce ; aod he hegao to grin, and 
lbowed me hiajawa and his game, for teeth be bad nooe, they being all brokeu 
and wom away, -Aud wbeo I e1pied him, I w11 foll sore abubed. He was 
dreaclfially loatblome and foul to look. upou: be had oo body, bot, nuder bis 
-bead, lte bad only • tail, which 111emed the tail of a '!orm, of exceediog length 
aad peataell. To me tJua Joathaome beaat begao to ipeak, and aaid :-' I am 

• come to ·aecwe thee. l am not aecostomed to make fabtee, oor tell 110 

pblliagil, but I am beliend of trath, I know well thy thooptl, thy deedl, and 
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thy word,. Thou• coat make no exception to 1111; and I shall be belleftil in 
thil Court bettu than dale. Often have I warned thee lo printeifor tby own 
take· and adftlltage, or thy miaconduet, both io tltoughta and worda; 11111he 
often bitten thee that all my teeth are wuted and broken; and yd. thou milt 
been 10 obltinate, that no 10n biting coal• turn thee from thy evil -Y'• And 
farther, I coomelled thee to go to the priat and ehew him the hideomneu of 
tby aoaJ, which by keeping printe is blemilhed and defonned, although that 
prieat, upon thy diec:Joeore, would have abaolnd thee.' The Soul inquiring of 
tba witnea who be ie1 receivea for amwer ; ' I am the w- of COIIICUIIOI; for, 
Jike a worm, I am wont to bite and to wonn4 them tliet wrong tbemselve1:...;. 
Tbia.epeclmen,· modarnised ia ortbosnpby and 1tyle, lbeWI that Ille curious 
piece from whence . it ii utneted, ie not only pregnant witla allegory, but 
ia a tbeolotical parody upoa proeee41inga bi courta of· Jaw. • It ieened, lll ii e~ 
where atated, from the prea or Cutoo, the tint Eaglilb priater, in the reign 
of Ed-,d the Y&ftb. • • 

One ,emuk, in cCIIICIJmioo, oeaceraing ~- It aee1J11 pretty' well agreed 
tllat tbe performance :of. theae-religioua play, ceased about 15t8. • Subjoined ia 
·tbe title of a play, printed at London in that year, with the nuoea of the cha
.ftl!ten. '..4 _., -~ ~ ialilwW ALL FOR MoKBT: plainly re,. 
• pnMDting the maoen of men ·uad r..bion or the world now adayea. Compiled 
fly T. LIJP'l'O•. The names of them that plaie thit Comcedie. Tbeologie. 
Scieuc:e. Arte. Money. Adulation. llilchinoua helpe. Pleuure. Prat 
for p'-re. Sinlle. iwifte to moe. Damnation. ia111n. Pryde. • OJot;. 
toDie. Leamillg with Money.· Learning without money. Money witlaout 
i-n.u.,. All for Money. Neytber money nor learning. Moneyle• ·nd 
friend!-. Owes•"• 5.ac ••· 1t& ■ ,, •· -lam 1tftU'lb., t1ro wives. Ny• 
cbol. S. Laurence. Mother. Crooke, Jodae. DiTee. Godly admonition. 
Vertae. Hamilitje. Oiaritie.' Lupton'• amalgam of mystery with moralit)"wu 
u accommqdation to the generel liking for the old performance,. From about 
that period it is euy to trace the rapid improvement of popular taste, in tlMt 
plays of aucceui,e aothora, aatil Shabpean,, exploring ·the I08rcel of lNlma 
action, uemplifiad all poeaible nrieti~ of chanicter, and taught the plwoloplay 

:l)f ~ life ia bie flllperilh&ble dramae. • • • • ' 

• 
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GLOSSARY. 

'A IIYL, tllable, 
Agens, to mttt, 
Ageyn; agaiul. 

A. 

Algates, ""'1«y•, ner,tTthtle,,. 
Aloaed, reputed, charged with. 
Alwey, alwaya. 
Amys, ill, badly, amin. 
Antecer, pred,eeuor, /flrerxrmtr, 
Apayred, uijurtd, 
Arer, raiae. 
Aroint, arongt, p. 1311, 
At, of,,fr-. 
Auerte,awrt. 
Auter, awter, «liar. 
,t\vyse, advice, COK1111el, 

B, 

Barrany, ban-t11. 
Barynea, bcrrennea,. 
Beforn, befflre. 
Bemya, ray,. 
Beu, be, fflttred. 
Beny10n, blaailtg. 
Ber', bea,. 
Bestad, taka plate, Aapptntd. 
Bestya, beau, 
Betecbe, ~ r'tqtlir,, 
Betb,be, 
Bewte, beauty. 
Blake, black. 
Blawdyr,KGlldal,~. 
Bier', dar'"", dun. 
Blythe, blilta,, merry. 
Bot, hi, 
Bote 1 bil. 
Bow, botigl, hu, 
Bower, a eluaber, dllllllill&'•Plaee. 
Brake, ' 6- qf brake,' p. U5-,tetl I 

at least, I have ao presumed to 111p
ply the blank left 6y Dr. Whitaker. 
Aotboritiet cited by Areb. Narea, in 
bi■ Glouary, published since p. it5 
waa pri11ted,seem to corroborate my 
notion, 

Bren, bul'II, 
Brenning, bumiq. 
Brydde, bird. 
Brylh, bright. 
Bolllhop, bulu)p, 
Bouatou■, boatooae, ,tllf'dy, nunbrou. 
Buxhum, obedient, gmtlt. 
Byddyng, flf'dtr, comllltlfld, 
Byth, but. 

c. 
Cate), gooda, chattel,, 
Cent,aml. 
Cbawmer, t:Aambtr, dwlli11g. 
Cher, ,:ta,er, ellflfftlrl; alao dtcr. 
Chea, clio,e. 
Cheverell, kid leatlur, 
Clene, clullte, p11.re. 
Cleonea, cluutity, purity, 
Clepid, elepyd, caUed. 
Clowte, 6«,t, 
Cokwold, cvekold, 
Comfyte, eomyRe, dilco"1fited. 
Comyn,t:0111t, 
Coneeyte, IDitty dffiee. 
Coueloayon, dd'""'1ialiott, judgmnt, 
Comene, preaerw. 
Contekour, a diat11rbtr, malur ,f ,trift, 
Coo'ed, -,,I, 
Cowp,1111p, 
Credyl, cradle, 
Cropyu, erept, 
C'ate, C/ari,t, 
Cartan, tlat blut ,word qf ""'!¥• lllfft 

at COl'Ollatiotta qf mg, of Ewglti,ul. 
Cos, lriu. 

D, 

Dery's Jeder, deer•, ltatlatr, buekllnn. 
Devyr, endtalloicr, duty. 
Detyae, ,rant. 
Deye, dit. 
Deyte, dtily. 
Dome, d-, j~. 
Dowter, qAter, 
Drynge, drink, 
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290 GLOSSARY. 

Dwer, door. 
Dyle:scon, dlltctioa, 1oriitg killdnal. 
Dyaer'a, dtrira. 

• Dy11pi«, dupiH. 
Dyu'1, ditlf1·,e. 

E. 
Egee, ,gr. 
F.atre, F.atrea, Eater. 
Esuyge, ollrkA. • 
Esyd, ta1td. 
Etbe, truy, .,illia1, 
E,ery'ch, ,-,\..,,,wry. 
Eu'y, euyr, -,. 

F. 
Famy't,/--4. 
Far',/art. 
Faryn, /tal'Uf6. 
Feetly, dt.rttroK1ly. 
Ft>lacha·pp, compall1, 1,dely. 
Felaa,/dl-, tu~ioa,, • 
Fene11r .. lli•, i11 i.Uatflnl of llliadow. 
Ffeudy~,Jtnu. • .. 
Fer,/ar. 
Ferd,/urtd. . 
Fer·, fl're, ftll•, -.u. 
Fet,/dtA~d. 
Fonde, lrg, ~. 
.. or, becaw. 
Ffortf'nl', f•tlrl-. 
~-tf,_fiw. • 
Fylt, jlltd. 

Gaff', faet, 
Gilf', tf. 
Oitell,Pfl'IU. 
Gle, •irtA, ••• 
Goo, 10, JWocetd, 
Go1h,10, • 
Gramerl'y, (lra4 lfltf"cit, fr.) lf"tGt 

'-"'· OraMe, 'ngn-, aJUetio,a. • 
Gramyd, 11111trtd, ~ 
Greee, Greey,, lltpl, dairf, 
Orotte, a l'fO'II. 
Gynne, a ,aan, a ,n,,. 
GyiF, ,w; alto, if. 
O,nnyoge, 6triiuritti, 

I 

H. 
Hane, AaN. 
Haru, 'AOIII of lutr4s,' p. 68, a rolUfl" 

fll-Jor tl&e/41igiud1 . 
Harrowing of Hell; ll&e rtlean 'II Ille 

#llli GIid dri~ "Bell &y CArill. 
Haryed, ,_kid,~, JIW,fldlrtd. 
Huard our, 11 ,,,,,.,.tr. 
He,,,,,.,._ , 
He\ hem, 16-;' 
Bees, MIid; allo A«d. 

Hefne, """"· 
Hele, l&ealll. 
Hendyng, od . 
Hent, l&eld, Aold, 
Her', Atar, and lttrt; alao llltrt, 
Heraod, mll1td. 
Hes, Aa. 
Hese, Ai,; GUO IAtlt, 
Hesely, ttllilf. 
Hey,Mp. •. 
Hir,lirt. 
Ho, .,Ao, 
Ho,o,IOAoH, 
Hody1, lloou. 
Hoodia, lab. 
Howe, OllfAI, 
Howytb, Ol/61", 
Hy, byg, ligll. 
Hyr, hie,.._, ,._., 
Hygtb, Jlllllltd. 
Hy'pne, Apu1. 
Hytte the pynae, ,, 63, 4 ~ ,Jw 

ril'lil acil • llw IIMul;' ..... tMrAI, 

1. 
Iuampall,tslllllflle. 

.J. 
Jentyl, ,ndlt . 

K. 
Kenda.--. 
Knowlyche, eelnlod,.-e. 
Knyll,lffllU, 
Koue,a. 
Ky, (kyke, to IHk). 

Lue,wlw. 
Lawbg, lawgA. 

L. 

Lemenyd, l~,~d. 
Lerne, lo heel&. • ·· 
Lele, In#, damaft, 
Lett, Aittd,;,. · . • · 
Lette, p. •t, u ~, a der-' MW 

/or " telle," ltU. • • 
Le'f)'n, liw, r~dt. 
Le•yr,rotlff- •. 
Lewd, illiltralt, .,_t. · 
Log«e,p.68,loqc. • 
Lo•eday, adag o/,--,..,ioa. 
Lowtb, htitcl, lloop. 
Lyberary, l~. · • • • 
!-,ftode, liwliholl, · 
Lyate, lilt, dairt, dtw,. 
L,tblj, pttly, tclf%. 

M, 
Maculatioo, a,ot, ••ill II/ si11. 
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GLOSSARY. 291 

Maki', f1141e, eo-t. 
Matrice, ioomb. 
l\la'y, maydy', maidttt; al~o a·6adtlnr. 
Mayly,, lll4il <ll'iilollr •. • •• 
Mayet', aa#tr. 
Mede,mted,relall'd. 
l\lekyl, muclt. 
Melle, nuddle, neiz. 
Mende, mi11d. 
Meoe, mine. 
l\letelye, p. !!8, cpproprialely ia c/11rr .. 

ter, ffltrllg. · 
He.yd, -d, uirrld wp. 
Hodyt", aothn-. 
Moty, may, might; , 
Mow, Illa!/, mud; aleo moutA • 

. Muije, thillk, imagine. 
Mya, a. mys, amtu. 
Mystyz, mgsttrioua, 1111kllotoll. 
M,tb, t11ighl, loll1tf'. 

N. 
Natt, nnt. 
NI', neilhtr. 
Ner, ntll1', nfglt. 
Noke, nook, cnl'ltff'. 
Non, boam. 
Notber, neitltr. 
Nyo, IIOr. 

o. 
Oblocacyoo, oblOIJ"Y, faJ# rwport. 
On,OIU. 
Ooya,011c:t. 
Ower, ot1tr. 
Owth, awiltt, a11g tltS.,. 
Owughte, ovt, n•lrifltt. 
Owygbt, ovgAt, 

P. 
Pace, pa,,, lttUtt11 arc,ay. 
Paotoftes, slipper• ; at p. 149, Aif4 

lltelcd '4oe&. . 
Pard~, par I >ien, a petty oath, 
Pardoner, a lietltltd 1tller .J' pcpal par•. 

do111. , 
Parfyte, per/eel. 
Parlement, a co,ifff'tflU, a cvtaroil. 
PaAMge, fWtgNIICJ, • • . 
Pateyn, patteir, a 'did {Dr tAt CNUct, ia 

Clu,rcA """"4ip, 
Pawaac'on, pauae, ddaf. 
Pu,peact. • 
Pety eoime, a tntllll ~. • .Z... 

dmr .. 
Pleand, piqilw. 
Pleyoge, rtcnatilw, 
Pleyoy', COllplaill. 
Powste, powtr. 

Praty, ,..etty, 
l'reat, priat. 
Prevydeoa, prot1idtut. 
Pr'ogatylf, prtro,a,itit. 
Prow, Ao■o11r, yroJU. 
P 'atia, prim,. 
P'vyde, p. ,o, a contraction fur pi,,r-

wgtd? 
P'ayly, Jlffllil,. 
Pylg'mya, pilgrinu. 
Pyn,JHIUI. 
l'ypya, pipe,. 

Q. 

Qwedyr, 9'1iwr, """"'• 
Qwelle, to deltrog, to kiU. 
Qwen, f'IUII• 
Qwer, 911irt, c:Aoir. 
Qwyk, qllitk, aliw. 

R. 
Rage, IOlllllon ~. 
Rape, to b, in hau. 
Ref\, bereft, talult -,. 
Reo,n1111. 
Repreve, rtproo/. • 
Reprevyd, rtpr'Ofl#. 
Rewlyd, r11ltd. 
Roddy,, rodl. 
Rowte, • -,any, 
Ryff, ,if,,_,..,., op,,,lf. 
Ryghtwyanea, rytewianes, rifltttOIIS-• 

lltA 
Ryth,n,At. 

Sapye111, wi,do,n. 

s. 

Sawe, saw, GIi old,ayilt1. 
Sa wy1, IOJPl8''• 
Sawter~ p,alltr. 
Scarfawat, 11 ,c4/foltl. 
Scbadu, alaadoto. 
Schape, p. 65, --,,. 
Sdtapp,1/wpt, 
Sebent, sbeat, lw.rt, 1,-il(d, niwd. 
Schryve, abrive, to t:Mffn,. 
Schnl,altalL 
Sclepyr, llipptry. 
Se, aee, a pnllliac,, • de•flUOII, 
l-lees,Cft#. 
Sefne,,-, 
Sekeroedya, p. 67, look 0111 for· N10rk, 

.uk.111pport. • 
Sekyr, p. 47, a, ..al. 
Sekyrly, p. 68, to •le tlatm1 
Sen,1tt. 
Ser',rir. 
Sery1,lir1. 
Sea,-. 
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GLOSSARY, 

Seayd, MUil, po,,e!llld of, 
Sate, •iztl&. 
Seyd, Utd ; ah;o ,cul, 
Seydeo, Aad lllid, 
8eyo1 1#11,14id,,aying. 
Seyog,~. 
Shrewe, to niru, 
Sholleo, al&otild. 
Shyrle, c•lll'I, 
Slyoge, &ling, tu 111,rl or throw. 
Sofreyoea, aonreynea, am:ereigu. 
Somoor, a..,,._..,,., a11 apparitor. 
Somowoe, ,u111mo11. 
Sonde,aau,e,~tr. 
Hoogeo, nng. 
Sor'we, ""'"'• 
Sothfutoea, tniih. 
Sothly, lnilf. 
Sowlen, -"• Alie Souleo day, .dU 

&nibd-,. 
Sowode, ..,.,,.,. 
Sowte, -,M. 
Spowaage, tlpOUll,, 
Spyllytb, ,poildft. 
Starkly, ""°'WI!/• 
Stere, dir, to moi,e. 

• . .Stood, 1tonde, ,ta,rd, 
• ·Stytelery,, p. 't'J:T ? 

Suater, lider. • 
Suatren, riattn. 
Swinke, fa6olll'. 
Swyche, sach. 
Sybbe, a relati•e by blood, 
Syerge,. WGX•laptr. 
Sygt, ,iglal, prae,rce, 
Syse,aaai:u,judpenl. 
Syth, p. 46, lime. 
Sytht, p. 46, a/fenMl"ds, 
Syttyht, •itldla. 

T. 
Take, p. 34, 1how. 
Taal, p, 70, /eel. 
Tende, tend, -ii oa. 
Tent, atttlltiola, uld; 1DGrni111:, 
Thookiog, thmaki•g. 
Thor', p. 41, thore111h; also tlierefure. 
Thor'we, tlwurough, 
Thorwe outh, tlnn,gflout. 
Thretty, thirty. 
Thrydde, tlairil. • 
Thryate, thir,t. 
Tbwyn, be thywo, bdiceen: 
Tbynkyht, tllink, thoiight it. 
To, too.· 

To byge, too l&ip. 
1'olle, tell. 
Too, ton.· 
Tow'r, p, 1', 1atamlly rat. 
Trayue, eo1111,ctin, 
1'ribu,, tribe. 
1·rou, tltro.-. 
Trowe, tl&ia/c. 
Trowtb, t...Ch, /Gill&. 
Tweyu,two. 
1'we7uer'1 metyug, the naetlilig qf 111111. 

v. 
Ve'geabyl, ~. 
Verameut, .,,,.U,, tnilf • 

u. 
Unknowlap, ipor-. 

w. 
Wede, IIJIP(ITd, 
Weud,go. 
Wene, thiilk, ,-, tt!Uedtd't, 
W erd, werde, -,-Id, 
Werkys, -,-b, 
Wera, ioorae. 
Wete, ._, llllfUl"ltatl. 
W eteu, IUllkntood, 
Whyte, 111hitt. 
Wi1, WJI, .lcnoaJ, ian&"i11t. 
W olt, iiiiU. 
Wouyng, dllldlilfr-plau. 
Wrank, p. 63, -S 1 
W reechia, wretw,. 
Wurchepp,--,1ip. 
W urdys, IDOf'IU, 

x. 
Xal, MIIII. 

Y. 
Y, io--. .,-,, forth. 
y ardya, ,.,,., alllds. 
Yer, year,, 
Yerd, yard, a-rod, a Ulllllli. 
Yettia,pla. 
Yue, e,a. 
Yturue, cl&a,rgtd, altered. 

z. 
Zy11ge, !IOll"I· 

ENO o•· THI;° GLOSSARY, 
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INDE:X. 

A 
Asua.urand Iaaac,a mystery,acted 

at Newc:aatle, ltS. . 
Actium, annivenaty of the battle of, 

turned into the feaat of St. Peter 
ad vincnta, 160, , 

Acll of the Apoatlea, a grand mptery, 
performed at Paria, 175. procla
mation for ill performance, 177. 
prohibited by the parliament, 179, 

Adam and Eve naked on· the 1tage, 
HO, 

Addreaa to the audience at the per• 
formance of a mystery, 57. 

Albans, St., the Devil eeen there, 89. 
, copes, borrowed from the Abbey for 

the mi1-acle play at D11n1taple, too. 
All for Money, a play, !88. 
Andrew■, St., Holbom, Boy Biehop, 

198. 
Aan and Joachim, printa of their apo

cryphal story, 107. 11!. devotional 
h_onoun to Ann, 11s. their wedding
nng, 116. 

Annunciation and Birth of Christ, a 
, mystery, acted at Civita Vecchia, 

169. at Mnoicb, 191, 
Anthony, St., of Padua. fer 111il'IM!le1 

performed, receive■ the l'llDk of cap
tain i_n a Portuguese regiment, 181, 

Apocryphal New Testament ■object■, 
- engraving!! of, 107. 
Apollinarius, Bishop of Laodicea, and 

bis fatber, turn subjec'll of the Old 
and New Testament into plays, 151, 

Applause anciently espreased in 
cbnrches,153, • 

Aroint, arongt, arongt, 188. authori
ties concemin,:, 146. 

Arsenic in the Chester giants, 269, 
Aas, Feut of tile, JGO. the au formerly 

in Palm Sunday proceseion■, 16!. 
vnlgar notion concerning bia matka, 
ibid. hymn in his praise, 168. • 

A11tolyC111'a ballad, 106. 
B. 

Bacchanalian and Satornaliao sports, 
succeeded by religious shows, 157. 
159. 

Bale, Bishop, notire of him and of 
mysteries be wrote, !!6, 

Baldini and Boticelli, engran a cn
rioaa print of hell, 11!. 

Bamberg, remarkable performance of 
a myetery there, 185. and a teli
giona proceeaioo of the P1111ion, 187. 

Baptizing of Cbri1t, a my1tery, acted 
at ~wcutle, ttS. 

Bartholomew -Pair, Creation of the 
World, Noah's Flood, and Dives and 
Lasama performed there, t30. 

Baasingbome, miracle play, 115. 
Bedford Miual, 11!. 165. 
Beebi.e of the Romiab Church, HO, 

HI.US. 
B~grande, Mad,, plays in the mystery 

of Suanuab, at Paris, 189. 
Bellarmine, Card., the division of bell 

into compartments erroneously at
tributed to him, ttt. 

Bella 1piritnalised, 184, 
Benedictine convent at Clerkenwell, 

207. 
Bernard's St., Qnerela, 141. 
Bibles, their scarcity formerly, tot. 
Birth of Christ, &c. acted in a pappet-

abow at Dieppe, 189, . 
-- of Mary, a 1Coveotry mystery, 

described, 1S. 
Boar's-bead Carola, 100. 101. 
Bodleiao Library, MRS. of Comiah 

mysteries of the Delage, Paaaion, 
and Re$nrrection there, 117. -

Hoeck van Jbesu1 Leven, containa 
wood'-cutl from apocryphal story, 
111, ltt. 

Botolph, St,, ..,itbout Aldersgate, 
, cbartnlary of tbe brethren of the 

Holy Trinity described, 7S. 
Boy Bishop, 166, the ceremony de

scribed, 193-tOO. 
Branch in cborcbea, 83. 
Brouels, 111pentitioo there concern-

ing doga, 171. _ 
Buri~I of Christ, and the Virgin, mya. 

tenes acted at Newr.astle, t14, 
B11ttock-booe of Pentecost, 88. 

c. , 
Cambray Boy Biabop, 197. . 
Cambrid~e University, it■ ignorance of 
- Greek ID the time of Erumua, 157', 
Candles, Thirteen, allegorical of Christ 

and the Apoetle■, 78. a triangular 
one allel(orical of the T,ioity, ibid, 
candle• ID Catholic wol'llhip borrow
ed from the ancient Romana, 84, 

Canterbury Cathedral,tbe Descent into 
, Hell in one the windows, and the 

Apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemua, 
formerly chained to the pillars, us. 

Carola, Cbriatmu, notices concerning, 
90, lilts of those now printed, 
97. apecimena of carol-cots, 100. 

Castle of Good Preaernnce, a mora
lity tff. 

Cuton'ePilgremage of the Slowe,-ut, 
t8l. 

to 
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'2!)4 lNDEX. 

Caston, the monks alarmed at hie pre..!ls, Creeping to the Crou, ttt. 
Hll. Croy_do~, the Vicar of,preaches apialt 

C1,aplain1 compose·mysteries, 215. pnntmg, H8. 
Ch,ater my1terie1 io tlle Britial1 Mu- Cruikshank, Mr. Gforge, hi1 talent, u 

seum, !00, ~iants, 268,, an artist, !76. . . 
Chevalier q11i donne aa lemme aq Dia• 

hie, a my1tery,.t7+. D. 
Children, custom to whip them on Jn- Damned, whether all or only some 

noce11t11' day, 195. were released on Christ's Descent 
Christ allegoriaed by candlee, 83. into hell, 131. • 

• priou of hia apocryphal slory, 108, ~--Soul, a mystery,at Turin, tss. 
his blood at hia cmcifisioa said to Daniel in the Lion's Den, a mystery, 
have de1C"ended into hell, ttS, bi.I acted at Pari~, in 18171 188. 
approbation affixed to a book, tst. David, a 111cred comedy, performed at 

Cbriatmu,Gerard, improves the 6pre1 Berlin in 1804-, 192. at Vienna, in 
in the pageaota, 161. 1810, ibid. aod again, dorillg the 

City acco11n11, e11try of the aom paid to congrellll there, in 1815, ibid. 
the caner of the giants, 1!67, Death, Hell, and the Devil, in It 

-- companies' barges first built, !49. pa,teant at Haerlem, !3S. 
- electioa wit on the preaeot Lon- Death's Triumph, a pageant at Flo-

don giants, !11, rence, !BO. ' 
-- poet, t6t. December Liberties, 159. 
Cara, St., an allegory of the Trinity, Deliverance of Israel, a mystery, acted 

found in J1er gall, 88. at Newcastle, i14. 
Clergy, their ignorance in former times, Deacent into Hell, ao. prints iDus• 

1b6. • they dtitroy 11ocieot MSS., trating, 121. Hearne's print of it, 
151. Introduce lndierous &hows into 138. mysteries on this anbject acted 
the cborcb, ibid. decline in power at Coventry and Chester, !03. at 
in England, !04,. Winchester, 215. 

Olene at the Etnn Mook'm, s&angely ----· of the Holy Ghost represent-
used by the chaplain after prayen, ed ou Whit Sw1di!Y, 221. . 
199 - -· - Deni, 111~ suaogc appearance at St. 

CJerk~well,my~teriesperform'dthere, Albaus, 89, ,-
t06.extract1 from the rate booka,t07. --- left alone i"o hell at the Resnr. 

Church aervice inhooonr of the us,16! ret'tion, 131. 
Churchwardens hire playen to perform --·· a tail-piece, 142. . 

the mysteries, tlB. --- dressed in a mystery in scarlet 
CoJet, Dean, or den the children of St, d,ockiogs, and a gold-laced hat, 181. 

Paul's achool to attend the Boy 1'i- Dialogue betwixt the body and sool of 
•hop's &ermDR, 198, • a damned man, 141. 

Constance, council of, mysteries acted Dieppe, myateriea there, with puppet-, 
there, 17(). l 90, 

Conscience, the Worm of, described, Divea and Lazarus, Job'■ Sulferinga, 
isr. • Susannah, &c., 'mysteries acted by 

Cornish Miracle Play~, t17. Radcli1fe's scholars, to5. Dives·aod 
Coventry mysteries in the British Mn- Lazaro& in a puppet-show at.Bartho

seom, !!00, mystery of the Sbere, lomew fair, 2so. 
men and Tailors, !18. Dogs of Brussels receive consecrated 

- pageants there, tS5. the lay- bread a11011ally, 172, 
men's parliament held there, 20S, Don Juan, founded on Punch in the 

Council of the Trinity and tl1e Inear-:· puppet-ahow? !SO, 
nation, a Coffntry 1nystery, de- Do■ce, Mr., on the Feast of Foqls, 
acribed, SB. i1111atrated from a MS. 7!, Feast of the Ass, and other burleaqne 

Creatiou of the World, a myatery,acted ~eremonies, 165. Ilia. girdle of• 
at Civita Vect"hia, 169. at Li8bou, abbot offooia, 166. • 
181, at Bamberg, 165. at Clerken- Dfa10a'1 tail allegorical of the k...,_ 
well, 2116. in a puppet-show at dum of Satan, 134,. 
Bath, !~. at Bartholomew hir, Dnuaa, the 11DCient, superseded. hy .tlle 
JSO, . religi- pla~ of GregOl')l Nll&iaa-

to the resarree6-o, zeo, &c., 151, 
a aeries of 111ysterie. acte.i at York l'>rwalic exbi~ti•m dQ9~ed by 
oo Corpus Christi day, US, the Fathen, HO, 
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l>anatan, St., aad the Devil, i11 a pa• Greek studies change the character of 
. geant 011 l,ord Mayors' l)11y, 1~9. popular 11mnsemente, 241, • 

~&aple,-!' myatery acted there by. Gregorie on tl1e Boy Biabop, 19$. 
Ute acbolars of the abbey, .199. Gregory the Gre11t's instructions to 

l;>urbam, creeping to the croa. in the Austin, concerning pagan temples in 
cathedral, ~Ill!. England, 160. 

E. Nazianzen, Patriarch of Con,, 
atantinople, composes plays fa om 

Ediuburl(h, Pai?eants thel'e, 237. Scripture, 151. 153. , 
Edward I., vespers said before him by _ Tllaumatnrgua, inatitatea.fell. 

a Boy Bishop, 1~8. 201. tival1 to saints -00 heathen anni'ferq. 
- VI. a11tboroftl1e Whore ofBa- riea, 159. 

hylon, a comedy, 225. Grotesque canings lo cltnrcbel, 166, . 
Eleosiuian Mysteries scenil', 151!. Gnildball,,bops within it formerly, 167. 
Elizabeth, Queen, her statue at Tem- Chapel, pariRb cleru' feats 

pie Bar, 24.5. • &here, rt08, 
Ely House, a mystery performed there, 

216. l!St. 
&tablishment of the Church, lM. 
Etou Boy Bishop, 199. l\loutem, iliid. 

Latin plays, 205. ' 
ETery Man, a morality, 1!28. 

F. 
Falcon on the Hoop Brewery, Alders

gate-street, so. 
Feast of the Ass, bow obsened, 159.· 
. at Rouen, 161, at Beauvais, ibid. 

- of Fools, its ridiculotlll obser
vances, 159. 

Flagellation of the Father. of the 
Oratory, 279. 

Foolll" Morris Dance, !70. 
Frali~acan Friars at'Cbventry, ~m,. 

. ' G. 
Gallaotee show of the Prodigal 8011,231. 
Geoffrey the Norman compoaea a mi

racle play, 199. 
George, St., the Holy Martyr, a mira

cle piay acted a't HU11iogbonre, 115. 
Giants in Guildhall described aad their 

origin authenticated, 26!!-!!76, 
--- in the setting of the London 

watch 011 St. John's en, !69. and 
at Chester, !68. 

Oilbert, Mr. Davies, notice of his work 
011 Christma• Carola, 106. 

Glery of the Ble88ed, acted at Paris, 
no. • 

Gogmagog am) Corinreos, two giants 
io a P,u;eant at ·Temple Bar, HI. 
a{ao at London Bridge, 268, his
tory of the per•enages Ibey repre
sented, !72- •· 

Goldemith'a Con,pawy, their stopemlons 
page1111t 011 Lord Mayon' Day, !58. 

ONnidmother ef God, a term applied 
to Aon, 114, 

·Granger, on ruenlal equality, 101, 
ONIK denounced as the motlier of he

resies, 156. 
• ---i-poetry de1troyed. b7 the clerr,, 

168, . .. ' ' . 

H. 
Haerlem, a splendid pageaat . tliere, 
~ 141. clNtracten in it, Ut. 
liar&, Harro, Harrow, &c. 147. 
Harrowinic ot'Hell, 189. 
Hatto, Bishop ef Mentz, his .atory .re-

presented in a p11geant, 'l83. , 
Hatton OIi the giants of Gnildhall, i63. 

265. 
llawkwood, Sir John, repreaeotei ib 

. a· Lord MayOl''s Pageant, !53. 
Hearne's print of the· Descent into 

Hell considered, 238. 
Heathcote, Sir Oilbert, Lord MRyor, 

.Ille la1t who rede oo honebadl in 
&Lo ahow, .Ot. 

Heaveo, in a l"tgeant, tSQ. . , 
Hell, b,ow divided, 122. its dimensions, 

281. • 
-- Mo111h, io prints, in lhe great wio

dow of York Cattiedral, and on the 
west front ofLioeoln Cathedra., 17S. 
en the atage, Ibid. i17. ; 

-- Tormeota, a pageant Oft the Amo, 
!81. ..: 

Henley, Orator, lecttrrt8 on Lord 
Mayor's Show and tile Giant•, 171. 

Henry VU. entertained 011 •-lfth 
night with a earol, 100, the -Descettt 
into Hell performed before him, ~15., 

--- VIU. abrogates the Boy Bi, 
abop, 198. 199. entertaitled by R•
bin Hood, in a 1\-lay game at Shoote.l'g 
Mill, ns. forbids the acting of 
playa in l'hnrch~ !!9. 

HerC11y and Heretic•, tj3. 
Herod's murder of the l1111ocent1, COll1· 

memonted, 195, . 
Heton, near Newcastle on Tyne,. ves• 

pe,s &aid theie by a Uoy Bil!hop, be· 
fore. Edward I., 198. • 

:U.yw.oed, John, hia Four P's, 87, l$9. 
Holly and thelvy,a Christmas carol,94, 
Howleglas, Ilia adventure with a pt·je.t 

at the. 1tipul1;bre 11p Eater .day, 12a. 
~11ber1, St., patron of dog,i, 17::. .. 
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I. 
I. B. s. Ofitin of the letten, tet. 

J. 
Jack Snacker of Wyuiay, tt5. 
J.....- n., fir-•rb with •tataea of 

the London giant• ahibited before 
him, tM. 

Jaw-bone of All-ballowa, 87. 
Jerome whipped by angels, 150. 
JNM, the, in paa:eanta, &c. 83. 
JNU the troe "Meuillh, a reli1io111 

play, t!6, 
Joadiim, ue Ann and Joachim. 
Jobmon, Dr., on an,iill in Sbabpean, 

1S8. 
Joaeph'• Jealousy, a Coventry mystery, 
. deaeribed, 46, aet forth in the Co

ventry·myatery of the SbNemen and 
TayJon, 118, Chriatmaa carol on, 
90. prints of his apocryphal laiatory, 

• 108. bia miracalou wedding-rinf, 
116. 

Jude'• Epiatle,conaidered by M-.cbaelil, 
13'7. 

Joliao, the emperor, prohibits liberal 
inatraction to the Cbriatians, 105. 
remadulble conaeqaencee, 151. 

K. 
Keatigern, St., works a miracle, M, 
Knight, Mr. R. P., d .... crit.ea a-fora or 

the Trinity at Hierapolia, 88. 

L. 
Lad.)' of Cannel'a confraternity, 28!. 
'.Lat1D1er, Bi&hop, hia complaint of Ro

bin Hood'• day, H3, 
:i.e.,teuhall, machinery for the pageants 

kept there, 284. 
Leverge, J01., gallantee ahow-man of 

the Prodigal aon, 131. 
Utany for the reconversion of England 

to the Catlaolic faith, 15'. 
-=- a mock one, tiUDf to amuse the 

~ration and their flll!•ll on Lord 
. Mayor', day, !56. 
Lord Mayor's abow deacribed.t46-l60. 
Lacuer, with a triune head, 8ci. 
Lydgatl',. author of ' pageant,', !U.. 

·M. 
lhcariua, St., and hia tiea, !80, 
Mai recoven loat writinp of Cicero, 

157. 
Marriott, Mr., pnneyor oftbe armour 

oaed on Lord Mayor', day, 161. 
ll1&ry I .. revwea the Boy Biehop, 198. 

. 'he eiop befote.her, ibid. 
-, St. at Hill,. Boy Biahop, 198. 
-, St. Oi'ery '°"ery), Boy Biabop, 

19$. 

Mary, Virgin, her Effcatioa In the 
Temple and beill1 aened by Aageia. 
a Coventry myatery, deecribed, to~ 
print• of her apocryphal ato,y, 108, 
&c. devotiom 10 her boooar and to 
her m'iraculoaa wedding-ling, ltf,:. 

Mau, the, alleeoriaea Chrilt'a Deacent 
iuto Hell, 18!, 

M-ere of the lonocent1, a myadlry r · 
acted by the En,liah fatben at the 
Council ofCooatance, 170. . . . 

May pmea, H8. 
Mercb1111t Taylon, a aong to theu ho

nor in a pageant, !SS. 
Michael's contention with tlte Devil, 

for the body of Mose,, 184. 
Miracle Play• at Cornwall, 217. 
ll'maculom Bmh, and the midwive,,.a 

Coventry mystery, described, 67. 
Eapoosal of Mary aod 

Joeepb, a Coventry mystery, de
lCl'ibed; !7. 

---- Holt tortured by a Jew at 
. Paris, 111. myateriea founded . o■ 

it, 17!. • 
Miaerable Scald Maaona, ! .. !. . 
Montem at Eton, 199. 
Moore,Mr., 011 m:r.teriu at Par~ lllS. 
llloralitiel define , H'7. 
lllorria-D111ce, H 1. !69. a painting of 

oae deacribed, !70. 
l\ly1teriee, their origin on the Conti

u,eBt, 168. ill England, '°°' _wheu· 
fintperformed intheEogliah tooguel 
!01. defined,HT. 

M'. 
Nebuchadnezzar's Furnace, acfed at 
. the Feut of the A&a at Rouen, 16._ 
NeofCbatel, lord of, nearly dead on 

the crou while performing in a m,a
tery, 173. . • 

New Cuatom,a morality, !26. 
-- GermanAu ofBalaanJ,a co~dy, 

116. . 
__ Teatament, unknown to Dl8D1 of 

the ancient clergy, 156. Erumon 
forbiddeu at Cambridge, 157 .. per-

• 10111 burnt who peaaeMed Wi~iff'e'a, 
to4,,. 

N ewcaatlwpon-Tyue mysteries, us . 
. Nicey, Jean de, hung iu a mystery till 

ablloat lifeleu, 178. . . 
Nii:holu,St., his miracnlous restoration 

of murdered children, 195, patron ef 
scholan and pariah clerks, 19', I08. 

• Nicodemus, gospel{!(, formerly espoaed 
to be read in Canterbury cathedral, 
1~-

Noah'a tiood, a mystery on thia &abject, 
at Newcutle, 147. at L_iabon. 181. 
at Cheater, !0!. at Newca1de-oo
'l'yne, IH. in a puppet-tbow at 
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Batta, .119. at Bartholomew fair, 
UO, in a gallaatee ■how, tst. 

Norumu, Sir John, Lord Mayor, the 
fint .who went to We1tmiuster by 

• water, 149. 
Nortbwnberland, Earl of, his children 

of the chapel performmysteriea com
pOled by bis chaplain,, 115. 

Notbornne mayde by John Skot, us. 
o. 

Ola.e, St,, tl1e Life of, a miatery acted 
at St. OJave'a c:hun:h, SiJyer atreet, 
215. -

OlaYea, St. Nicholu, in Bread 1treet, 
Boy Bishop, 198. • 

Old and New Testament, a serie1 of 
myateries acled at Paris; 171. 

Oratorios, their origin, tff; !!'19. 
O■eney, Abbey of, old coatom there, 

195. ' 
Owlglau, ,ee Howleglaa. • 
O.s: and Ale, why introduced in prints 

of the nati,~y, 1'78.· 
<bford Univerlity, in UST, no Bible 

there, !Of. 
P. 

Pqeantt deacribed, t31-H5. 
• Pariah Clerks of Lqndon perform-111ya• 

teriea, to6. their origiu, &c. IIOII. 
Pariabes cn■tomarily had Boy Biahops, 

197. . · • 
Pueage of the Red Sea; a·myatery, 

aeted lately at Paris, 1118. 
Puaion of Christ, a my1tery on tliia 

aubject, acted at Friuli, 169.. at 
Civlta Vecchia, i6id. at St. Manr, 
170. at .Notre Dame, ibid. at Poic:
tien, in. at Ve.s:imiel, 172. again 
there, 173, before the Lord Mayor, 
at the Grey-friars, London, !15. 

---- St. George,a myatery,act
ed at Paris, 171. 

. Paul,St:, quotes the poets, 1/;1. 
--'• St., Cathedral, remarkable an

nual procession to the altar, 160. 
descent of the Holy Ghost, perform
ed at Whitsuntide, H5. deaeent of 
a rope dancer from tbe battlements, 
tS9. a Dutchman stands on the 
weathercock, t40. ■erYice • there an
ciently attended by the Lord Mayor 
after dinner' ou Lord Mayor's day, 
149. 

---School, the acholan ordered 
to hear the Boy Bishop's aermoo,198. 
they perform . mysteries! !06 .. ~re 
favourite comedians, ibid. pehhon 
Richard II. in behalf of their play-
ing, ibid. • 

Peko-tea, Christmas carol on, 96, 
Peira Ploughman'• viaion, tH, 

Pein Ploughman'• creed; tlf, tu. 
Pjlgremage of the 10wle, a Freach MS. 

ofit, 1H. specimen of J;heatory,t85. 
Pilgrim• from Jenualem played my.,. 

teriea in the atreetll, 168. 
Porter of Hell, bia office and antiquity, 

139. . . 
Preu, the, its elfec:ta in promoting the 

Reformation, 2!9, preached against, 
H8, 

Proclamation for performing the Acts 
of the Apostles at Paris, 178. 

Prong, held by the porter of Hell, ia 
Heame'a print, 140, ~st. 

Prynne, William, Defence of Stage 
Playa, a rare tract, with hia name, 
!16. his Vindication, 117. 

PM!ma anng to song .tnnea, by . the 
King of France and hia Conrt, H, 
and by the Reformers of ~otl111d, 
9$. • 

Ponch, H9. Bia dramatic character 
in' the puppet-show, tSO. Drama of 
Don Joan taken from itl ibid. 

Poppet-ahow of the Resurrection at 
Witney, H5. of the Creation &c. 
at Bath, H9, of Punch in the atreet, 
ISO. of tile Prodigal Sou meolio■ed 
by Sbakapeare, ibid. of myateriel in 
18H. at Dieppe,. 189. • 

R. 
Radclilfe, Bal~, writes myateriea, to5, 
Ram Ima, 8m1thfield, !09. · 
Rammohnn Roy on •ymbola of the 

Trinity, !83, • 
Relics ridiculed, 87. at HanoYer, 114. 
Reynard the Fo.s:, a proceuiqn at Paris, 

170. 
. Ritson'a honest prai■e of Hearne, 1-M. 
Robin Hood, a play, 221, fH. in the 
May gamea, !!3. 

Rogation days, 134. 
Roae, Bishop ofSenlia,headaa religiooa 

dramatic procession at Paris, 158. 
Rube1111'1 picture of St. Ignatiu, tat. 

s. 
Sackville, Iaabella, prioreuGfClerken

well, to9. 
Salisbury Cathedral, Boy Bishop, 196. 
--- Milla!, coatai1111 cats from 

Apocryphal atory, 113, 194. . .. 
Sannazarioa'• poem, de Partu Vquu,, 

H7. • 
Saracen's Head Ina, Aldengate sveet, 

80. 
Saunder',, Riehud, nrvea tlae panta 

in Guildhall, 167., 
Satan and the Soni, ffl, • · 
Sepulchre, makinlf of it iD the dlareh 

•t Easter, 77. !91, deectibed, tH. 
Serpents knee, 95. 
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Shalupeare mentiom ,-11111 a■ng to 
IODg tones,• 94. aod my1teriee per. 
formed by poppet■, tso. · 

Sbip of utraordinary lize, a pageant hi. 
the Lord Mayor'• 8how, 258. 

'J.'rillity of St. Botolpb widloat Alden
gate, &C'Coaut of the Brethren of, 77. 

--- Persouification& of, 78, 81, 85, 
• revealed to St. lguati111, t!81, 

Shooter'• Hill, a May game there, !IS. 
Singer, Mr. S. W, lBS, 185, • 
8lwmer'1 Company, their remarkable 

pageant on Lord Mayor'a Day, !61, 
--- Well, Clerkeowell, grand per• 

formaocea of my11eriea there, t06, 
present appearaaee of ita lite, and 
~riptiou ou its.pump, !07. . 

Slatyer, William, h11 paalma for Cbnat
mu carols, set to aoog tune,s, 94, 

Sloue, Sir Hau, lends B•yl.i the 
mystery of the Act, of the Apo1tle1, 
176: 

S.ythe, William, bia descriptioa in 
157'5 of Uie Lord Mayor', Show, 146. 

Solemn mock proce1sioo1 to bora the 
Pope at Temple Bar deem.bed, Ui. 
s.w;. 

Southey, Mr. bi, -ntiou of carols. 
too. hia poetical nraion of the legend 
of Bislrop Hatto, i3.,. 

Speculum Vita! Christi, a MS. 7S. 
Spence, ReY. J01Epb, hie acconot of 

the myetery of the Damned Soul at 
Turin, 188, 

Stage whereon myeteriea were per
formed, described, 1!17. 

Steevens on aroiat, 1S9 •. - • ••· - -· · 
Stilll worn by giants m the ~nl 

Mayor'll pageants, • !GS, and ID a 
morris dance, 269, 

Strasburg l't'J)reaentationat the theatre 
there of relii;iou1 1nbject11, from pie
tnres by great maaten, 1~., ID)!· 
teries performed at theJe1111ts semi-
nary there, l9J, . . 

Strood, io Kent, n■bvea born with 
tails, 1!80. 

11-nna and the Ekrera, a mystery, 
acted lately at Paris, 18!1. 

T. 
Theopbylact, patriarch of Constanti

aople, eshibill the Feast of Fool, 
and other farcea in die Gleek 
Church, 157, . 

Three 1>0111, a mystery, acted at Ro
mans, 178, 

Three Kin11:s of Cologne, a myate,y, 
acted at Newca1tle, !14, 

Tonoeots of the damned, repre1ented 
at Pam, 1?0. and at Florence, !81, 

,Trial ef Mary and JOlt'pll, a C.Hllky 
. mystery deacri,&,ed, 59. 
Trinity, the, in Co1Wcil, 88, 78. 
- Dad kudl iu laouour of, 77. 

v. 
Valentiue aud Onon in a Loudon v• 

geaut, tss. 
Veugeance, de N. S. J.C. a mystery, 

acted before Ckarles-VIIl. 171. 
Veximiel, grand mystery performed 

there, 171, . 
Visit of Mary to Elizabeth, a Coventry 

mystery, described, SS. 
Voice of God, a my11tery acted lately at 

Vieuoa, 188. 
11. . 

Ulieapiegel, or the Gerwan Rogue, U5. 
Su Howleglas. 

w. 
Ward, Ned, riaill the Giants in Guild-

hall, IGS. and We1tmi1111t.er Hall, 2~6. 
Wedding Ring of Mary and Joaepb, 111 
• miracles, &c. 117 •. 
Webb Carols, 103. 
---WU8ail Song for_ St. Ma,y'a 

E,e, 104. 
W eatmioater Latin Plays, 205, 
--~--- lleligiotia Plays ill the 

palace, !t15, : 
----- Hall, 8hop11 within it 

formerly, 1!68. · 
W e&tou, Sir WJJliam, Prior of St. John 
• of Jeruaale•, ~. 
Whifflen, Ht. • 
Whore of BabylOD, il comedy, by Ei

wud VI. H5. 
Wickerwork tl80d to comtroct the Old 

Lontlon Giaota, !66, aad otller fi
garea ia the London pageauis, t67, 

William III. iu 18~1, bis statue in St. 
James's Square drea&ed, M/j. The 

• iut preee•io• niund bis etatue at 
Dubliu, ibid. 

Winchester, Descent int1> Hell per-
forOled there, 215, _ 

Wlnllleras, a German, •te• the· Vir
gia'■ W eddini: Ring from Cloaium, 
118; it wiorks mirKles, be praenta 
it to die Ci1y of Pem~ia, II04 ia 
gl'ftlly bowoured at h• deallit ll!il, 

Wi&ney, io Odordlbire, Pappet-lhow 
of the Re111rrection there, 225. 

Y. 
York mytilerieF, i09. mannerofthe~r 

performance, 210, 213. 
--, pageants there, 236, 

z. 
Z1111;, io Switzerland,. iu l71l71 a. Bey 

Billbop there, 19!1. 
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Lately Publislted, a New Edition, 

. In a~ Octavo Volume of Two Hundred and Seventy Paget, 

Pa1cE Six SmLLINCs 1111 Bo,rnns, • 

THE 

APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT, 
Being all the Gospels, Epistles, and other piece, now extant, attributed 

ils the fir1t four Centuries to Jesu, Christ, his Apostle,, and their 
companion,, and not iru;luded in the New Testament by its compiler1-
·With Prefaces, Table,, and Note,. • 

CONTENTS. 

L The Gospel of the Birth ofMary
Tbe Protevangelioo-Tbe· Two 
Gospels of the Infancy- Tile 
Goapel of Nicode11111s. 

II. The Epistles of Christ and A bgarus 
- Epistles of Panl and 21e11eea-

' Epi1tleaofP,wlto tee Laodiceau 
---1.\cta of Paul aad Thecla. 

Ill. The Apoatlea Creed iu ha ancient 
state, and in it1 preaent state. 

IV. The two Epistle, 9f Clement to 
tbe Corinthians-The General 
Epistle of Barnabas-The aeveil 
l!:puttel or lgnaliua-Tbe Episde 
of Polycarp to the Philippiau-
The Shepherd of Heroiu. 

TO THE READER. 
Bs111DES the. Coventry· Mysteries and other religious playa, 

various stories in scarce literature, and works of early painters and 
engravers are founded on narratives in the Apocryphal· New T~ 

• tament; and hence it is· especially useful to colleclors of pictures 
and prints, and to readers ,vho examine curious subjects. 

lo a theological poiut of view, the work being a coUectiOll of 
all the books that remain oot of the immense number of lll)Urious 
ttnd apocryphal writings in the first four ce11turies, is .oecea
sarily of a mixed chaiacter. Although such pieces as are either 
proved, or uniformly believed to have been written since, are ex
cluded ; yet the volume is censured in one quarter for containing 
too much,-in another for not containing more. It i:1 said that 
the Gospel of Barnabas ought to have been inc1-ded. Of that 
Gospel, the Rev. Jeremiah Jone$ supposed that there were no 
fragments extant. He refers to the Italian MS. of it in Prince 
Eugene's Library, quoted by Toland and La Monnoy, and gives 
their citations, at the same time observing that the piece is a 
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Mabometan impoature. From another MS. belongi~ to Dr. 
MonkhOU1e, the Rev. Joseph White, in the notes to bi, Bamp
ton Lectures, produce, a long extract. • Sale, who in bis transla
tion of the Koran, notices this Gospel, likewise bad a MS. of it, 
which after bis death was purchased -by tbe Rev. Edm. Calamy, 
who permitted a copy to be taken by Mr. John Nickolls, the 
portrait colJector : on bis decease it became the property of Mr. 
Joseph ~es, author of the History of Printing, and is now in 
my possession, The authors mentioned, show, that if any por-
-tion of thla be the remains of the ancient Gospel, it is obscured 
by Mabometan interpolation; while their extracts suffice to satisfy 
the inquisitive concerning its tendency, and to convince the rea
sonable, that its claim to be considered a production of the first 
four centuries is not properly supported. 

Concerning the Gospel, included in the Apocryphal New Tes
tament, it may be remarked that they rank with such pieces -in 
the Old Testament Apocrypha u the book of 7'obit; wherein 
it is related that bis son 'married the widow of seven husbands, all 
of whom were slain on their nuptial night by a'devil that was in 
love with her; but '11\·ho was himself finally dilcomfited, by the 
eighth bridegroom fumigating the wedding chamber with the 
burning heart and liver of a fish ; tke flJhich ,mell, a,l,en the evil 
:f::t~, :f ;_meJled, he .fle!_j~to '!! _utmo,t pf!rl, of Egypt.-

The Epistles of Clement, Barnabas, Ignatius, and Polycarp, 
and the Shepherd of Hermas, are of higher character than 
any b~ks in the Apocrypha • to the Old Testament. Eusebius, 
Jerome, and other ancient writers record, that most of these 
Epistles were publicly read in the churches of the first ages ; 
and they were all translated and publillhed by Archbishop Wake, 
under the title of " The Genuine Epistles of the Apostolical 
Fathers; being, together with the HoJy Scriptures of the New 
Testament, a complete colJection of the most r,nmitive antiquity 
for about a hundred and fifty years after CbrisL ' . 

After careful examining the contents, with reference to the 
title, it wiJI be fouud, on the authority of the Rev. Jeremiah 
Jones and Archbishop .W:ake, that every piece ~oserted in the 
volume ought to appeai: 111 1t ; and that no piece fairly presumable 
to be a production of the fir1t four centuries is omitted. , 

• 

I, M'Creery, Tooli..Coart, 
CluiDcerJ·l.a»e, Loodoo. 

W. HoNB • 
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