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PREFACE.

THIS work embraces, within a small compass,
' objects of the first magnitude, It points at ele-
vated truths, upon which we are solicited to
meditate ; and is a compendium of momentous
considerations, each of which might be the text

of a whole volume.

The author is a Swedish nobleman of science
and erudition, residing in France. He is mem-
ber of a society instituted at Paris, under the
presidency of the Marquis de Puységur, for
the purposes of improving the knowledge of Hu-
man Magnetism, encouraging its practice, and
diffusing information concerning that doctrine,
purified from intermized errors.  With these
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views he published, under the title of * DEs
MoDpES ACCIDENTELS DE NOS PERCEE-
TIONS” the tract now translated, and of
which the original has gone through several
editions.

His object has been, chiefly, to demonstrate
that our five senses bear upon a common point of
analogy, indicative of a primary and general

Sorm of perception, modified by each sense in a’

specific manner. He dcfines and compares our
perceptions, sensations, and other faculties, un-
der the influence of diffetent states or conditions
of human existence ; and what he advances, with
reference to the complication of those states, the
developement and exercise of that primary and
latent form of perception, the suspension of
memory, and as it were the separate modes of
existence in one and the same person, abounds

in new and profound conceptions.

To avoid trespassing upon the province of
critics more enlightened, I abstain from any

. .. -
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Sfurther analization of Count de Redern’s book :
- mor could my own judgment of its peculiar merits,
indeed, be received without the imputation of par-
tiality. It shall merely be observed, in addition,
that various matters selected by ancient pl;iloso-
‘phers as worthy of particular notice, yet treated
in later days with inconsiderate disregard, are

placed by him in such a clear and novel point of

view, asto claim our most serious attention.

The conciseness of the work, and (if I may

say thus much) its rather elliptic forms, con-
sidering the abstract nature of the subject, could
not admit a translation by mere metapkra:se,
without degenerating into obscurity ; therefore I
‘have presumed sometimes to enlarge on the
teat, attentive to preserve the strict original sense,
as far as local considerations have permitted.

I have allowed myself the further latitude of

supplying a series of NoTEs; either as necessary
explanations, or for the purpose of adducing re-

markable facts, illustrative of the author’s state- -

ments and of my own opinions.

AN PO,
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Houwever desirous of contributing to the oiy’ect
contemplated by the magnetic society of whick
I am also a member, it is not without hesitatiorz
that I venture on this undertaking. The present
time is scarcely propitious to the promulgation
of certain truths, which the publié mind can-
not view without prejudice and suspicion, in con-
sequence of unfavourable impressions attending
their first introduction, associated with false
theories and unwarrantable pretensions ; besides,
a doctrine once discarded is thenceforth de-
prived of the privileges of novelty. There was
to be waved the further consideration of my own
- deficiencies, towards the accomplishment of a
task to which lterary talents, if even possessed,
would still be inadequate; unless the translator
were familiarised, like myself, with facts of a
peculiar description, from a long and duily habit-
of observing them. But I trust an indulgent
and discriminating public will allow for my
motives ; and many intelligent persons  having
lately travelled on the continent, where Human

Magnetism is not only patronised, but is also
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practised by all classes of persons, nmot except-
ing medical men, this book may possess some
attraction.

Should my efforts meet the approbation of a
small number of persons of candid and compre-
hensive minds, having influence over the public
opinion ; and should they be induced to take up,
in the spirit of truly impartial inquiry, the most
interesting parts of the subject here exposed, they
will witimately be marked as benefactors of man-
kind, and the author’s utmost wishes, no less than
my own, will be realized. |

Experience has shewn, that the more exalted a
new doctrine, and the more transcendant those
truths which it proclaims, the more opposition
also it excites ; and the greater lapse of time is
. requisite, for overcoming the phalanz of adver-
saries arrayed against evidence, however complete,
which they pertinaciously reject to their own dis~
advantage, from a misconceived interest in sup-
porting popular errors. That this short produc-
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tion, therefore, will be assailed with every shaft of

criticism is easily foreseen.

To critics of a liberal cast, who forbear pas-
sing judgment upon men, without hearing, or
upon things without knowing them, it is submitted
with due deference. But a silent appeal, to
the future progress of general information, is.
all that can be offered to those who indiscri-
minately abet all prejudices propagated in suf-
ficient extent to have become fashionable; and
who sustain borrowed opinions, upon any guestz'on;
with greater intolerence and violence, in propor-
tion as they have taken less pains to form a

Judgment properly their own.

To persons who, adhering to the doctrine
I am understood to uphold, have nevertheless
taken a different view of it, a few words only
need be addressed. I do not entertain any
rivalship ; and, in the pursuit of truth, am
equally exempt from conflicting interest and per-
sonal pretensions. Neither am I wedded, nor
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xiii
hostile, to any determinate school of Magnetists ;
but appreciate the real merits of each, fully aware
that if their opinions differ in some points, they
are reconcileable in the main. Justice and Li-

berality, towards all, is the course upon which
I mean to proceed.

The medical men of this country, who de-

servedly hold a high rank in the estimation of

Europe, for erudition, science and skill, may now
without apprehension investigate and enter-
tain the doctrine of Human Magnetism ; since
several continental sovereigns have publicly
acknowledged its validity, and among the rest
the king of Prussia, by a solemn decree. To
prevent abuses, he has limited its practice, (as a
profession) to the members of the Faculty; he
has appointed a professor of it (Dr. Wolfart) in
the Royal Academy of Berlin, and has founded
an hospital, for the cure of diseases by the mag-
netic practice. Besides, the custom in Germany,
as well as in France, is to combine this with

.\ . .
medical remedies ; by which means, cures have
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often been accomplished with greater promptitude
and certainty.

As a caution to all classes of readers, it may
be sufficient to recal to their minds an Apologue,
Jrom one of our much admired writers, though
not always unerrring or orthodox :---

“ An Embassador was sent, by the Dutch,
to the king of Siam. Attentive to every means
of forwarding his views, he omitted not to in-
sinuate himself into favour, by entertaining
this Indian king with accounts of remark-
able events, and things of which the latter
was ignorant. The embassador once ven-
‘tured so far as to say, that in his own
couniry, at a particular season of theé year,
water became so hard that loaded waggons
crossed rivers and lakes, with no more diffi-
culty than on the high road. To  which
the king replied: I hitherto considered
you as an honest man, but now I am
convinced you are an impostor :—-Go from

1
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my presence: I will hold no further inter-
course with you, nor with those who sent
you hither.”

THe TRANSLATOR.






ON‘ THE
SENTIENT FACULTY:

AN ENQUIRY INTO

THE MODIFICATIONS OF PERCEPTION,

UNDER VARIOUS DETERMINABLE

CONDITIONS OF OUR EXISTENCE.

THE developement of all human faculties
spontaneously results from the perceptidn of
our Being, and of external objects. Every
perception is referable to some previous im-
pression. Sensation is produced by the mode
~of our being affected, in consequence of
the "perceptions and- impressions received.
Perception involves a consciousness of our
individuality,-and of - the existence and pro-
perties of the object to which it applies.
Sensation also-involves, in one common view,
B
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that consciousness of self, and of the manner
in which we are affected. Understanding con-
siders and classes the perceptions, and the
sensations; it frames Ideas, according to
certain laws peculiar to its own essence: but
an adequate degree of attention must indis-
pensibly co-operate, without which act of the
will, both perception and sensation would
remain destitute of effect (1).

From these positiohs it is to be inferred,
~ that however different their natures, sensations
and ideas originate in one and the same cause.
Yet it is a difficult matter to ascertain, with
strict accuracy, what really belongs to the
object perceived, contradistinguished from
what belongs, solely, to the mode of percep-
tion with which we are gifted.

Space and Time---general conditions to
which all our perceptions are subordinate---
may, perhaps, be not any thing more than
sensible modes of our understanding. They

" embrace, from the grossest sensation, to the

——— e - =
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most abstract idea; and the boldest flight of
thought would vainly attempt to withdraw,
from their vortex, the smallest part of our
existence. It has been impossible, hitherto,
to account for that characteristic necessity
with which is stamped every notion derived
from them; otherwise than under the hypo-
thesis just stated, and which is the more pro-
bable, as it clears up difficulties left without
any solution in other known systems.

Our senses establish a relation between us
and every surrounding object; they convey
the perception of a multitude of béings, no
less diversified in their essence, than varied
in the-modes of their existence ; and by which
we are affected, either agreeably or disagree-
ably, even before we can account for the sen-
sations they have produced. Our ideas, our
feelings, our passions, are simultaneously un-
folded and combined into thousands of dif-
ferent forms.

(We shall remark by the way, that the true
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secret of education, with regard both to in-.
dividuals and to nations, consists in establish-
ing a proper connexion-between Ideas and
Feelings; which is the most important point
of consideration, for those whose object might
be to act upon the mind, and to give any par-
ticular direction to general opinions.)

Man, ' from native curiosity, is induced
to enquire about those objects which strike
his attention. At the commencement, all
things assume the semblance of reality ; but
we incline more and more to detect them as
mere appearances, when proceeding to con-
sider, as one collective object, that immen-
sity of things held up to our view, and which
we audaciously call the universe, without ad-
verting to the narrow limits of our intellect,
which preclude our encompassing more than
a very insignificant portion of it.

The operation of those senses with which
we are endowed establishes, between self and
the objects of perception, five principal modes
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of relation, which appear to be so many dis-
tinct means of discovering the properties of
those objects (2). Of that number, some do
not seemingly require the assistance of any
medium, or intermediate agent, to inform
us of the presence of those objects which exist
distinctly from ourselves; but they act only
when in contact with such objects. The other
senses, on the contrary, operate at great dis-
tances; whilst their functions are performed
through the instrumentality of specific me-
diums. '

Atmospheric air, or possibly some other
subtile fluid intermixed with it, is necessary
for transmitting, to our sense of hearing, the
vibrations which take place in sonoreus bodies,
and are even propagated unto considerable -
distances. A delicate ear is still impressed,
very distinctly, with sounds. no longer per-
ceptible by a grosser organ. But how hap-
pens it, that such vibrations assume the form,
sometimes of a rending sound, sometimes of
a tremendous noise, and at other times of a
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delightful melody ?---What is the relation sub-
sisting between that real property, which
determinates any particular description of
vibration in the sonorous body, . and the
sensation which arises from it?---Is it not
the manner of our being affected, which
we discover, rather than the nature of the
object? |

The sense of sight enjoys a peculiar privi-
lege; that of establishing a relation between
us and the infinite. It embraces, from the
vermicule creeping at our feet, and the ephe-
meral ‘insect fluttering around us on a fine
summer’s day, unto the celestial bodies which,
revolving in their immense orbits, bid as it
were defiance to eternity itself; but still it re-
quires the interposition of a special medium.
A fluid so eminently subtile, that thought
alone can overtake its rapid course, seems to
supply both forms and colours. Space is
filled with the substance of light, whose agency
however is effectually paralyzed by the inter-
position of any opaque body; and we are
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environed - with darkness, wherever that sub-
stance is unable to penetrate. '

The character of our perceptions, by sight,
is liable to influence from any particular con-
dition of the appropriate organ: whenever
this receives a material accession of sensibi-
lity, in consequence of disease, the objects
become perceptible notwithstanding the cir-
cumstance of local obscurity (3) ; but some-
_times appear destitute of their proper. colours.
- What then constitutes, in bodies, that pro-
perty to which we are indebted for the per-
ception of colour ?---We know it not (4) ; but
again, our judgment refers to the mode ac-
cording to which we are affected, rather than
to the nature of its presumed object.

The eye, investigated in its detail, exhibits
a very beautiful instrument, of which the
camera obscura is only an imperfect imitation.
The remotest part of that organ is formed by
one extremity of the optic nerve, so expand-
ing, as to receive without any confusion, and
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upon a field extremely small, the perfect
image of an immensity of objects, composing
the most extensive landscape.

The ear is an acoustic instrument, the ad-
mirable structure of which is so calculated,
as to collect the vibrations of sonorous bodies,
and transmit them to a set of nerves directed
- through the internal parts of the head.

The olfactory sense, from its seeniingi-y,

distant operation, is in some measure inter-
mediate between those of feeling and taste,
considered on the one part, and those of sight

and hearing, considered on the other: it

brings into contact -such particles as emanate
from bodies, rather than it -informs us of
any of their positive properties. Indeed, we
scarcely know whether there be any such
things as bodies essentially odorous; but cer-

tainly we could not, otherwise than from

contact, perceive in them any quality of this
description, were there to exist no odoriferous

 emanations. Smelling has some affinity with =
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Taste; the exhalation, from alimentary sub-
stances, being no less pleasurable to us than
their sapidness.

Taste is, of all our senses, the one which in
various respects approaches nearest to that
of Feeling. It is a description of tact, ap-
plied by a specific organ to a property very
diversified in its effects upon us,. yet common
to a vast number of substances, and to which
we have given the appellatio{l of sapidity.
In this instance also, we obviously form our
judgment of the sensation. received, much
more than of any property belonging to the
bodies producing it; the. cause of which re-
mains entirely unknown. Taste, any more
than Tact, is not susceptible of operating
‘at’ a distance from the object to which it

applies (5).

Tact, or Feeling,' causes us to perpeive the
differences of temperature, the solid or liquid
state, and the hardness or softness of bodies.
It is a sense common to all those distinct parts
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of our organization, which participate in the
operation of the nervous system. Although
‘it seems directly to inform us of the shapes of
objects, yet is this information conveyed in a
very indifect manner. All sensations ori-
ginating from tact are dependent upon the
description of the surfaces: these are found to
be smooth---even---rough---asperous, &c. ; but
the notions of which we thus assume a con-
ception, do not really consist in any thing
more than a consecution of inferences, drawn
by our understanding, from a comparison of
sensations, and from repeated experiments.

It is observable, that one of the senses,
which operates at distances even indefinite,
and another sense, whose action would meet
an insuperable obstacle from the smallest dis-
tance imaginable, equally convey to us a
perception of the shapes of objects (6).

Our different senses have a common centre
of analogy; and this appears to point out the
existence of some PRINCIPAL FORM OF PER-

- mwm ey
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cEPTION, of which they were only particular -
modifications.

Sight touches the light; hearing, the vibra-
tions of that fluid which has received those
arisen in sonorous bodies; smelling also touches
substantial emanations ; ¢aste and feeling, the
very substances to which these senses are
applied. All convey percéptions to us, and
become causes of sensation, from some move-
ment, some sort of modification in a part of
our nervous system. At the same time, the
diversity of perceptions thus transmitted, and
the varied manner in which we are affected
by them, constitute essential differences . be-
tween each of those senses and every other ;
but the cause, probably very complicated
in its description, is entirely removed from
our knowledge. ~

Therefore it would seem, that the various
points of information acquired throngh the
means of our perceptions, and concerning the
nature and properties of external objects, are
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reducible to a single one, which alone can
with any sort of reality be attributed to them ;
it is, a motion of their shape, which itself is
not any thing more than a limitation of the
three dimensions of space---one of the sensible
Sorms of our understanding ; that all the rest
depend entirely on the particular mode of our
perception ; and that sensation, or the manner
in which we are affected by any perception,
belongs exclusively to ourselves.

The action exerted by the objects with
which our senses are impressed, together with
the ‘effect produced upon the latter, are re- .
solved into a propagation of nervous concus-
sion, or excitement, even lo the remotest
ramifications discoverable in those nerves
which belong to the interior of the head ; and
the product of this is sensation and perception.
The former affects us, either agreeably or dis-
agreeably : the latter calls upon us to notice
the existence and properties of objects, or
(to speak more accurately) the species of re-
lation established between them and ‘our
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organization and understanding respectively.
Sensations and Perceptions are classed by
our understanding, according to laws de-
rived from its proper nature; and our ideas
are gradually unfolded, as those operations of
the mind successively take place. What con-
nexion does there exist, between operations
of such description, and, either the inter-
weaving of fibres and of vessels, or the pro-
perties of elastic fluids and of solid substances,
all which form the component parts of or-
ganized bodies ? ‘

The instantaneous transmission of percep-
tions and sensations ; the sudden operation
of human will, upon the moveable faculties of
our body, have long called forth the attention
of philosophers and physiologists. Since ana-
tomy has supplied more accurate information
respecting the nervous system, an explanation
of these phenomena has been sought in the
supposed existence of a very subtile fluid, to
which it is generally conceived the nerves
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serve as vehicles, and which becomes an agent

of volition.

But under such an hypothesis, it is neces-
sary to admit that this fluid, usually deno-
minated nervous fluid, has also to perform the
functions of a medium, or agent interposed
between the understanding and external ob-
jects, the perception of which is conveyed
through its instrumentality. This, however,
serves but to remove somewhat further the
difficulty ; and the main question does not the
less remain as before :---

How are we to account for the relation
subsisting between any movement of nervous
fibres, or between the operation of any fluid
however described, and our perceptions, -
ideas, understanding, and volition ?

This question has given rise to various hy-
potheses. The least comprehensible of them
all, is the one in which our different faculties
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have been considered as the mere product of
‘human organization ; originating with it, and
ultimately involved in its destruction.

For the present, we shall wave this im-
portant subject of discussion, and limit our-
selves to investigating those modes according
to which the exercise of the sentient faculty
is manifested, under different conditions of
human existence.

’



STATE OF WAKING.

- The waking state is better understood than
any other. Itis that of which the appropriate
phenomena maintain the most constant cha-
racter; unless disease, -or violent passions,
should occasionally produce an alteration in
the regular uniformity of their features.

The gift of speech establishes a relation
between each of us and our fellow-creatures :
it opens a free communication amongst all

mankind.

The human body is a submissive instru-
ment; the use of which, according to the
degrees of strength and agility it has attained,
meets with no difficulty.

The senses freely perform their respective
functions, without impediment or interruption.

. e e e = L
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Through their instrumentality, the perception

of exlernal objects is conveyed to us with a

sufficient degree of intenseness, to prevent
confusion from ever taking place, between ‘ \
them and the remembrances recalled by me-

mory, or either the combinations or varied

fictions of the most vivid imagination.

The general forms of Time and Space; to-
gether with every notion of determinate pe-
riods and localities, are maintained in an
invariable order.

Sensations and ideas are classed with i'egu-
larity, recorded in the memory, and revived
by eache®ther, according to some sort of rule,
in which Volition does - not seemingly co-
operate. This generally occurs in the same
order, whether simultaneous or successive, in
which they originated; otherwise it results
from analogy: the two former apparently
depending on some mechanism of organiza-
tion, and the latter on some operation of the
mind.
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Volition, however, exerts no inconsiderable
power over our ideas. We command, or we
repel them ; we settle our attention upon, or
remove it from them, at pleasure ; we compare
and we reflect ; judgment and reason discrimi-
nate between truth’and error, semblance and
absurdity, morality and immorality of actions
or of thoughts.

When absorbed by predominant ideas, our
attention is withdrawn from external objects ;
and we fall into a particular mood, commonly
called absence of mind. Often, allowing the
imagination to rove at a venture, we lapse into
a species of reverie, in which reason and vo-
lition are no longer concerned. Our secret
inclinations are then called into imaginary
actiop; and the best method of acquiring a
thorough knowledge of ourselves might be, to
study what passes within us, at those times
when, losing sight of the world of realities,
we give the rein to fanciful images of our
own creation (7). |
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'A remarkable psychological phenomenon
not ’unfrequently occurs, during absence of
mind : - we cease to be inwardly sensible of the
existence of external objects, without how-
ever an absolute discontinuance in our pércep-
tion of them. This is still subsisting, but for a
while we remain without any consciousness
of it; and it is only afterwards, that an object,
the presence of which we had not noticed at
the time being, is recalled to our mind (8).

The interval is but small, which separates
this particular state from that of sleeping;
the phenomena belonging to which require
the more attentive investigation, as they do
not exhibit the same characteristic evidence
as those which accompany the waking state.

-
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STATE OF SLEEPING.

In this, we are divested of the locomotive
faculty ; and our limbs but imperfectly exe-
cute a few semi-motions, which are merely
the involuntary results of sensation (9).

Our senses become incapable of conveying
“any perception of external objects.

The body, so obedient to our call when in
the waking state, now refuses its co-operation.

There passes within us a sort of curious
scene, of which most frequently we are rather
spectators than performers; and yet, almost
always deeply affected by it. Sometimes, it
may be compared to a magic-lanthorn: a
variety of images file off in succession, with-
out order or connexion ; they are pleasant or
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unpleasant to us, and occasionally appear so
- hideous as to produce grief and lerror: in-
visible interlocutors speak, whom we only
hear, without seeing. At other times, it isa
complete event: animals, human beings, fan-
tastical ones, appear to act in our presence;
we converse with them, and feel as somehow
participating in the imaginar); occurrence.
But this is much less any positive action, ori-
ginating with ourselves, than a condition in
which we experience very diversified sen-
sations ; and any attempt at real action is,
almost invariably, accompanied with a sense
of unconquerable difficulty in the execution.

The common notions, which in the waking
state are referable to time and space, subsist
only in a vague manner during sleep, when
there scarcely remains any further idea of
them, than the image of some particular place,
together with the forms of objects. Persons
of all centuries, and of all cotntries, are then
- reunited : every thing is referred to the pre-
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sent ; and all idea, whether of past or future,
is entirely out of consideration.

Sometimes the objects are confused, and
appear as it were through a mist, but still
retain a seeming reality ; the sensation always
remaining sufficiently lively to produce this
effect, because it then meets no point of com-
parison, from any actual perception of external
objects.

We are liable, during sleep, to a variety of
intense affections; such as pleasure, allure-
ment, grief, or horror. Sometimes, we feel
ourselves in a condition peculiarly wretched ;
but are sensible, neither of the verisimilitude
or absurdity of events, nor of the morality or
immorality of discourses or actions. Memory,
Imagination, Inclinations, the Passions, are
all active ; but the mind affords only a passive
attention. Neither J uagment, Reason, or Vo-
lition, take any concern in the occurrences of
that fantastical world (10).
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It is not a little remarkable, with reference
to this state, that our most noble faculties, and
the coarse envelope which serves us as an in-
strument, should equally be subjected to such
a condition of absolute supineness; whilst
every other part of ourselves preserves its full
action. And it is no less so, that we should
daily recommence attributing a similar re;ﬂity
to the same_chimeras, of which (happily for
us) the far greater part are usually forgotten,
the moment we awake.

It has often been assumed, that, during pro-
found sleep, all our faculties are reduced to
absolute inactivity ; yet we ought to be inti-
mately convinced, that there is not one single
moment of our whole existence, in which we
are destitute altogether of perception, sensa-
tion, and idea. Children, generally of a more
moveable disposition than adults, exhibit
symptoms of inward and almost constant
occupation, during their sleep. A well known
method, of learning with greater ease any
lesson by heart, is to repeat it near the time of



40

going to sleep ; and by so doing, it is always
best remembered the next morning. A striking
concatenation is frequently to be remarked,
between the first ideas occurring to us in the
morning, and those which occupied the mind
previously to falling asleep. Upon observing
one’s self at the instant of being awoke, even

in the most abrupt manner, it will invariably

be found that some idea was, immediately

before this, preponderating in the mind: it is

however a transient recollection only ; which,

unless seized with the greatest care, will not

afterwards leave the smallest trace. How could

these operations be accounted for, under the

supposition of our faculties having remained

entirely inert; and the non-existence of inter-

mediate series of perceptions, sensations, or

ideas, throughout the course of the night.

Several phenomena, of a specific descrip-
tion, are often manifested during sleep. They
have sometimes been considered as a mere
modification of that state, and at .other. times
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as constituting a disease; but probably are
neither the one nor the other. They belong
to the condition of Somnambulism ; and this
has lately been called Noctambulism, in order
to discriminate from Magnetic Somnambulism,

which has exclusively retained the first deno-
mination.
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STATE OF NOCTAMBULISM.
This has a greater affinity with the waking,
than with the sleeping state. \

The Noctambulist exerts his locometive
faculties ; has the free use of his limbs, with
that of speech, of understanding, of volition,
and (according to outward appearance) even
of his five senses ; but with a very remarkable
alteration, as to that of sight.

He possesses greater dexterity, withmore agi-
lity,and displays superior intellectual capacity,
than when awake. He treads, without appre-
hension or accident, the most perilous paths;
upon the roofs of houses, or any where else,
with certainty of attaining the end which he
has proposed to himself. He reads, writes,
and composésj revises what he has performed
in the waking state, as a master would correct
the exercise of his pupil.
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He sees, although not with his eyes ; which,
very often, are open and reversed, so that the
whites alone are perceptible; or else the
pﬁpils are paralyzed. The interposition of
any opaque. body, between his eyes and the
paper upon which he is writing, would not
compel him to discontinue; neither would he
be aware of any intended obstacle, nor indeed
would it in the least operate as an impediment.

Sudden noise is attended with a sort of un-

easiness ; yet has he only a very vague sense
of hearing (11).

The presence of spectators is unnoticed ;
nevertheless, he speaks, and ofien returns
answers (12).

Ifa traveller, he occasionally feeds his horse ;
and even might sometimes become a dan-
gerous companion, to those sleeping in the
same apartment. :

\

Noctambulism is a particular modification
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of the waking state ; but, in this instance, the
whole action hinges upon a series of internal
ideas (13). The Noctambulist does not main-
tain any relation with external objects, ex-
cepting such as are referable to that series ;
with which however his sensations correspond,
as if founded in reality. If he conceives it to
be wiﬁter, he will shiver even at midsummer.

As soon as the action terminates, he relapses
into natural sleep ; and when awake, has not
the smallest recollection of what occurred ;
yet often remembers the whole, on the next
recurrence of Noctambulism.
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‘DELIRIUM, INSANITY,
And other States of Disease.

The alterations caused by violent passions,
or by disease, in our perceptions and other
- faculties, might with much propriety have
* been adduced in the exposition of the waking
state ; but we have conceived it best to omit
them in that paragraph, because they exhibit
a mixture of phenomena, referable to states
very different in their respective descriptions.
We shall only make the genéral remark, that
such complications are often met with in
human nature ; and that the utmost care and
attention are requisite, for accurately discrimi-
- nating the component elements.

.

~

Delirium and Insanity of mind, in all their
degrees, and considering the latter as a perma-
nent condition, approach much more our or-
dinary state than is commonly believed.
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They principally consist in a deficiency of’
due proportion, between the functions per-
formed by thc memory or the imagination,
and the degree of vivacity with which we are
impressed by the perception of external ob-
jJects, and by the sensations thence proceed-
ing. When the functions of Memory are dis-
proportionate, present objects are blended
with absent oncs ; and when the disproportion
applies to the functions of Imagination, we
then confound fanciful objects with realities.

The difterent species of Insanity have
.alrcady been defined and classed, in va-
rious medical works; hence it would be a
useless task to recal them. The discriminative
shades of such diseascs are innumerable, ac-
cording to the degrees of activity and aberra-
tion of our intellectual faculties ; the state of
which, sometimes, has rather a curious analogy
with the employment of our mind during sleep.

Were a person asleep to be supplied with
the command of his senses, and with the usual
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forms of his understanding and imagina-
tion; were all his remembrances, his ideas,
and the sensations connected with them, to
be, at different moments, raised to various
standards of vivacity,---such as would be,
one while, in equilibrium with that of his
perceptions of external objects, and another
while transcend this ratio; and were the use
of his bodily faculties, under such circum-
stances, to be freely restored, so that his
appetites and passions might have the full
range of uncontrolled action, the condition
‘of such person would then completelyresemble
madness. He would blend the pt"esent with
the past; confound both persons and things,
under the most incoherent combinations ; and
blindly surrender to those violent inclinations
and brutal passions, which in the waking state
. are submitted, by reason and judgment, to the
considerations of propriety and moral law (14).

Females of unquestionable virtue have been
known, during such aberrations of the mind,
" wholly to abdicate their native character of
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modesty ; and the very best, the meekest of
men, to slaughter, in cool barbarity, their
nearest relatives or most intimate friends.

Sometimes every idea seems extinct, and
superseded by perfect stupidity. At other
times, the active faculties are urged to their

utmost standard ; but the mind, and the imagi-
nation, exert those faculties upon fantastical
materials.

When insanity is not otherwise characte-
rized, than by the excessive predominancy of
any particular passion, the exaggerated ideas
which apply to it acquire such a degree of
vivacity, as to assume the illusion of absolute
reality ; in which case the person thus affected
is very rational, so far as other matters may
be concerned, but he cherishes the favourite
fancies; and any atten-npt, to thwart him in
their indulgence, might possibly excite a vio- -
lent rage, even in one naturally of the mildest

temper.
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A remembrance, almost foreign to the real
cause of this calamitous disorder, may some-
times absorb all the faculties, and become a
settled idea. One very striking instance of it

"has been noticed :---A Hussar, mounted on a

white horse, suddenly brought to an officer’s
wife the intelligence of her husband’s having
been slain in battle ; upon which she fell into
complete idiotism, entirely lost her memory,
and ever after had constantly before her
eyes the represehtation of a hussar upon a
white horse, although she retained no recol-
lection even of her having been married.

Diseases of various descriptions modify the
human faculties in a very remarkable manner.
They seem to stimulate some particular facul-
ties, at the expence of all the rest; raising them
to an unusual standard, or else stamping them
with some peculiar features. On other occa-
sions, they either subvert, or entirely arrest
the exercise of certain faculties. Those of
which we are speaking belong, mostly, to that
genus which has been described under the

D
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head of Nervous Diseases ; because the nervous
system, then, is either symptomatically or

principally affected.

A very curious circumstance accompanies
the specific case called Catalepsis, and belong-
ing to that cathegory of diseases. The body
no longer urged by the impulse of volition,
to perform those movements of which it is
capable, becomes apparently insensible ; and,
as if a jointed statue, maintains any position
into which it is placed. But whether this
be with the co-operation of such afflicted
person’s will, or without it, is still a question
to be solved (15).

The phenomena, which attend diseases of
.such descriptions, are often complicated with
those belonging to Magnetic Somnambulism ; a
further condition of human nature, which we
purpose investigating, after having indulged
in a short comparative review of the pomts
hitherto considered.
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t
3

COMPARATIVE REVIEW.

Waxkineg.---We have the use. of our senses,
and of the organ of speech. The body is obe-
dientto our will. We maintain an intercourse
with our fellow-creatures; and with all ex-
ternal objects the perception of which is con-
veyed to us, without impediment, through the
. medium of the senses. A due proportion is
preserved, between the vivacity of such sen-
sations as perception has produced, and re-
membrances, together with ideas; by which is
preduded any confusion of present with ab-
sent, or of real with imaginary objects. Me-
mory‘, Imagination, Judgment and Mind,
exert the respective degrees of action to which
they are impelled by volition, according to
our natural dispositions, and to the stage
of developement which from previous cultiva-
tion those faculties have attained. Ideas are
recalled, as well as combined, with order and
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regularity; and we possess adequate command
over them, to confine our attention to those
selected as proper objects of consideration.
The exercise of all our faculties is under the
controul of reason ; which, in its warfare with
the passions, restrains the inordinate course
of our ideas, and constitutes Man a moral
Being. Reason, when carefully improved,
ultimately becomes, even without effort, the
guide of our actions; and far from being
dreaded, as a troublesome monitor, is then
hailed as a faithful comforter and constant
support.

It is almost useless to say, that our various
faculties are not here pointed out as Beings
distinct from ourselves; but it is somewhat
difficult to describe and class them, without
adopting some sort of personification.

By the Principles of Good and of Euil (16),
---our two natures (17),---Topaz and Ebon (18),
we ought not to understand any thing more
than that perpetual warfare, maintained be-
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tween reason and the passions; of which the
mind is in some measure a spectator. Thus
is man subdivided, as it Were; into three dis-
tinct persons: one constantly impelling him
towards a precipice ; the second withholding
him from it; the third contemplating the
scene, and always diposed to join the stronger
party. There might almost be discriminated
a fourth: it is the body, performing every
" function requisite for its preservation, without
our interference, or our otherwise nolicing its
operations, than from occasional derange-
ments of harmony to which it is subject.

SLePING.---The perception of objects is
not supplied by the senses. The body denies
its service. We no longer enjoy the faculty
of speech; whilst all intercourse is interrupted
between us and other human beings, or out-
ward objects. Memory and Imagination are
propelled into action by a mover unknown.
"We take no active part in what is performed,
and are merely spectators of whatis exhibited. ]
Remembrances of all times spontaneously re-
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cur, without order or connexion. Combinalions
are formed, which dissimilitude and eccentri-
city strangely characterize; notwithstandihg
which, every thing assumes the aspect of
present reality, whether this arises from ac-
tual increase in the absolute intensity of our
sensations, or from their being no longer out-
weighed by those more vivid sensations, which
the perception of external objects produces
during the waking state. Inclinations and pas-
sions are revived: we no longer preserve any
command over them; by which,on the contrary,
we are .completely subdued. Ideas follow in
succession, without rule or order; and forcibly
arrest our attention, without leaving us the
power of withdrawing it from them. To
those ideas, the mind applies only a passive
consideration ; without framing any combi-
nations. We are altogether divested of
Reason, Judgment, and Volition: accord-
ing to our conception, nothing is deemed bad,
or absurd: we yield, with equal impotency,

to pleasure, grief, pain, or death.
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. Although the memory is constantly active
during sleep, it retains but very imperfectly
the occurrences of that fantastical world. The
recollection of dreams, in general, is not last-
ing; and for the most part, no trace of them
remains. ‘ 1

When sleep becomes very light, it parti-
cipates of the waking state; and then the
attendant phenomena assume a mixed cha-
racter (19).

NocramsurnisMm.---The noctambylist con-
verts into action a series of internal ideas.
He acquires the perception of external objects
in a different way; and such perception is
less comprehensive than in the waking state.
He makes use of his bodily faculties. The
mind forms combinations according to its
accustomed mode. Memory, imagination,
;}nd attention, are subordinate to the will ; but
the exercise of every faculty, in the noctam-
bulist, is exclusively referable to that series
of ideas with which his mind is employed.
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As soon as the action has terminated, he re-
lapses into natural sleep ; and upon awaking,
every occurrence of his preceding state is
- entirely forgotten (20).

Decirium and INsaNiTY.----Delirium
does not constitute a distinct condition, but
shares in all the phenomena attendant on in-
sanity ; with this difference however, that they
bear only a transitory and symptomatic

character.

Delirium never presents itself unaccom-
panied with discase. We are induced to
consider it as proceeding from too great
an affluence of blood to the head, com-
bined with some affection of the nervous

system.

Insanity is rather a peculiar evil, than any
determinate malady; persons under mentg]
derangement very often enjoying perfect
health, in every other respect (21). .
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However different the various descrip-
tions of insanity, the principal phenomenon
remains always the same. It consists in a
disproportion, between .the standard of vi-
vacity with which are received the percep- |
tion of external objects, and the sensations
they produce, and the fictions of imagi-
nation, or the remembrances recalled by me-
mory ; whether it be, that strong passions
supply a sufficient degree of vivacity, in the
chimerical ideas entertained, for causing them
to assume the aspect of reality, or that it
~ proceeds from a general deficiency of equi-
librium in the individual. "

Nervous Diseases: Cartarepsis.—--In
“order to warrant their discrimination, as if
belonging to any specific condition of human
nature, it would be necessary that they more
constantly produced a material alteration in
the standard.of potency of our various facul-
ties, or in the relations existing between
the senses, or the understanding, and external
objects.
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The remarkable phenomena which ' some-
times occur, in those cases, do not pro-
bably belong to the disease itself; but they
rather proceed from a complication of spon-
taneous Somnambulism, perfecilly analogous
to a peculiar state of the same denomina-
tion, and known as being produced by the
exercise of human magnelic power. The
characteristic features are similar in both, and
are reproduced with sufficient uniformity to
discriminate this state from any other. Its
investigation is intimately connected with the
matter under consideration ; nor could it pos-
sibly be excluded from the present compa-
rative exposition (22). ‘

Insulated facts and diversified opinions, re-
lative to the Somnambulic state, have been
recorded from time to time in numerous pub-
lications; but neither an adequate and satisfac-
tory theory, nor even sufficient materials upon
which it could be established, have hitherto
heen offered. The connexion which probably
~ subsists, between what has been observed of

~
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this extraordinary state, and other branches
of settled knowledge more universally dif-
fused, has not been duly attended to; hence
many persons are still disposed to question
its very existence. Such scepticism is justi-
fiable; for common sense refuses credit to
reported prodigies.

We believe that this state is entitled to
an attentive enquiry ; and shall attempt it,
however uncertain our prospect of success.

Those already conversant with Somnam-
bulism will readily conceive the difficulty of
such investigation, in the present limited
state of information upop the subject; and
this is so closely interwoven with the doc-

trine of Animal Magnetism*®, that we must

previously indulge in a few general consi-
derations upon the latter. '

* For this denomination, the translator substitates the
more consonant one,—Human Magnetism.



HUMAN MAGNETISM,

AND

SOMNAMBULISM.

All the information hitherto obtained, - con-
cerning Human Magnetism and Somnam-
bulism, considered as matters of enquiry and
observation, has originated within the last
forly years; but the magnetic practice, guided
by routine only (23), and a few indeter-
minate notions of Somnambulism under the
vague attribute of something wonderful, have
probably existed from the remotest antiquity.

We meet with traces of them, in ancient
authors as well as modern, and in the popular
traditions of every country. The Oracles,
the Pythoness, the Possessed, the Visions,
the Sybils, the Predictions, the Magicians,
the Fairies, Witchcraft, Spells and Charms,
supply indications in that respect, which
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are sufficiently obvious to any person exempt
from prepossession, and of enlightened mind.

In former ages, and before the discovery of
printing had diffused science throughout man-
kind, as a common treasure of which every
one could partake with an equal right ; when
distant communications existed through the
means only of long and perilous voyages,
and when the priests of each nation were
the sole and mysterious depositaries of all
acquired knowledge, which they imparted to
none but their initiated, every fact of an
extraordinary description assumed a super-
natural character, in the opinion of the vulgar
and ignorant; who could not otherwise ac-
count for it, than by admitting, either some
especial interposition of divine power, or the
influence of infernal spirits.’

Such has not, in our days, been the fate
of Magnetism and Somnambulism. And we
must observe, by the way, that these denomi-
nations were rather injudiciously selected ; the

-
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first having no common relation with the
Magnet (24), and the etymological signifi-
cation of the other referring but very imper-
fectly to the object itself.

In the first instance,. they were extolled
with a degree of enthusiasm, bordering upon
fanaticism. Next, they were persecuted by
the Parliament of Paris, and by the Faculty of
Physic, with that party spirit which too univer-
sally characterizes corporate bodies. After-
wards, they were stigmatized as objects of
ridicule; and ultimately, the occurrences of
the French Revolution nearly sunk them intq
oblivion (25). Since that time, the public
attention has again been revived upon those
subjects; but though motives of mere curiosity
may at first have had a greater share in it,
there has lately been noticed a general- desire

. of substantial information.

As to the few, who conceived that the
exhibition of somnambulists might convey
substantial information to the public, upon
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these matters, they have not only been dis-
appointed, but have drawn merited  oppro-
brium upon themselves (26). '

The progress of knowledge now requires

that an investigation should take place, with
that impartial disposition which ought ever
to be our guide, in scientific discussions ; that
the mysterious irradiance, with which Mag-
netism and Somnambulism are still encircled, l
should be cast off; and that these should be
~ rallied under the banners of Physiology and
Psychology, from which they ought never to
have strayed. . '
- Many writers have sufﬁciently‘ enlarged
upon these topics, to warrant our referring,
to them, . such readers as might be desirous of
more minute information; and we more par-
ticulaﬂy recommend a perusal of Mr. Deleuze’s
excellent work (27), which, if written with
somewhat less scrupulous caution, would doubt-
less have been more completely instructive.
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Our immediate province shall be limited to
pointing out, in a brief manner, the notorious
facts of which any one can easily convince
himself; with the addition of the leading
opinions, by which it has been endeavoured
to account for them.

First Facr.——Every human Being is
gifted with the power of exerting upon his
fellow-creatures, and especially when they
are under the influence of disease, an action
which is altogether tonical and curative. This
is done by means of a very simple process;
and has, amongst other effects, that of emi-
nently stimulating and increasing, even in a
very prompt and sensible manner, the func-
tions of circulation and perspiration. Such
action is denominated HuMaN MaceNETISM.

SeconD FacT.---The magnetic action is less
conspicuous at the commencement, than after
repeated contact, which is effected chiefly
by the imposition of hands, and would ap-
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pear requisite for the spéedy attainment of
any remarkable degree of efficacy. This part
of the process is said to establish an affinity
between the parties. '

- THIrD FacT.---The action, of which we are
speaking, has sometimes the further effect of
casting the individual upon whom it is exerted
into a peculiar state, in which the usual
mode of his perceptions, referable to waking,
-undergoes a very important alteration ; such
as raising certain faculties, among the rest, to
a higher standard, whilst on the contrary it
contracts others within a narrower circle. And
this state has been called Somnambulism.

"The antagonists of this doctrine have denied
‘the reality of such Magnetic action, and re-
ferred all the effects, alleged as proofs of
its existence, to the sole imagination of the
parties magnetised.

On the other hand, Magnetists have ac-
counted for this action, by admitting that
E
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some eminently subtile fluid is urged into
movement by the magnetic process; and
that human VovriTIoN, operating under cer-
tain stated conditions, has the power both of
directing and increasing its influence.

Among the number has arisen a sect of
Spiritualists, who have contended that the
process alluded to, and called Manipulation,
has no further efficacy than to sustain the at-
tention of the magnetist; that the potency of
Volition, solely operating on the fluid, is com-
petent to direct its action unto very consider-
able distances, without any possibility of inter--
rupti’on from physical obstacles. Some others -
have lately denied the very existence of
magnetic fluid, and maintained that volition
alone operates on the persons maghetised,
without any intermediate agency.

But the limits of the present tract do not
admit our following up a regular discussion
of those hypotheses; therefore we return to
the subject of Somnambulism. -
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A predisposition to this state probably de-
pends on some circumstances of primitive
organization : the condition of disease, how-
ever, is generally propitious to the production
of somnambulism, which ultimately is brought
to a crisis by the process of magnetising. Such
predisposition is greater, in some individuals,
than in others; nor can all magnetists pro-
duce somnambulism with equal facility : someé
relation of analogy seemingly contributes to- -

wards it, indepe}ldently of differences in pre-
\ disposition on the one side, and of power on
the other. Any slight indisposition, such as
Coryza, or a Defluxion, will sometimes be a
sufficient cause to determine this state ; while,
at other times, it may not take place even
in case of a most serious disease. It further
appears to be not altogether incompaﬁble
with perfect health; particularly in subjects
of an age approximating puberty (28).

There are numerous instances in which the
somnambulic state has spéntanedusl y occurred,
without the co-operation of magnetic ac-
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tion (29); and there are other instances of
. self-willing somnambulism, or of persons who
have been cast into that state by their own

immediate action (30).

We are of opinion that such predisposition
does not solely depend upon nervous irritabi-
lity, which circumstance can exist without
any tendency to a crisis of this description ;
but that it rather depends on some peculiar
susceptiveness, in the nervous system, of the
influence of magnetic fluid, the existence of

which can scarcely be called in question.

The magnetic action is apt to produce, in
many subjects, a sort of slumber which is
not unresembling common sleep, yet ought
not to be mistaken for somnambulism. To
this however it is often conducive, and al-
most always precedes it; sometimes indeed

during a few moments only.

We have attempted to direct the observa-
tions of a somnambulist, towards another in-
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dividual susceptible of a similar state, at the
very moment of the latter being cast into it;
and have then been informed, that a]l'thge
nerves were observed to stiffen, or in some
manner to bristle up, -and that the blood
was uncommonly affluent to the heart. Such
observations are not very easily accomplished ;
owing to the increased irritability of subjects
in the somnambulic state, and their mutual
aversion. The instant of entrance into som-
nambulism is usually marked by a slight
movement, which practice enables one to dis-
criminate. . .
" The commencement of this state constitutes
"a sort of infancy, requiring real education.
Somnambulists appear more or -less struck
with the rovelly of their condition: some,
however, not particularly so; but others ex-
press a degree of surprise, and even alarm
on that occasion. A certain length of time
~ may elapse, before they manifest the employ-
ment of their mind ; and then we ought care-
fully to avoid urging them to speak.
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They are not altogether unaddicted to chi-
merical ideas, which possibly may degenerate
into visions (31). Each somnambulist is, in
some respects, a subject to be discriminated ;
as exhibiting moral features different from any
other in a similar condition, and hence re-

quiring to be attentively observed.

The proper management of somnambulists
requires, from the very first moment, that the
Magnetist should exert in the utmost degree
his rational powers, judgment, and sagaéity:
it is a sad case, for a somnambulist, to have
fallen into the hands of an extravagant prac-

titioner of Magnetism!

One who is judicious will follow th? Socratic
Method ; carefully avoiding so to direct his
questions, as would suggest the answers, and
still more of insinuating his own conceptions
on the matter agitated (32).

The somnambulist, from a peculiarity of
“his condition, is very tender to all physical
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and moral influences. A trifling and appa-
rently unimportant circumstance may, at cer-
tain times, be sufficient to disorganize his
intuitive faculties; by which is meant that
he .would lose, wholly or in part, and possibly
beyond all hope of restoration, the appropriate
form of perception which solely constitutes his
clearsightedness. )

The magnetist has a prodigious ascendancy
over the ideas of his somnambulist; hence he
ought to consider it an essential part of his
duty, to preserve thie latter from every preju-
dicial influence, and to exert his own in such
manner as to be productive only of salutary
effects. He ought diligently to scrutinise the
specific qualifications of the somnambulist;
and endeavour to trace the direction to which
they incline with most power and radiance of
intellect, the better to cultivate their deve-
lopement.. He should train him, habitually,
to discriminate the reminiscences of his waking
state, from what exclusively belongs to som-
nambulism ; and always contain him within
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the bounds of just and sound reasoning.
Should the somnambulist be capricious, irra-

tional, or addicted to any species of juggling;
should he tamper with veracity, or manifest
any vicious inclinations, any malevolent pas-
sions, it then becomes the magnetist’s impe-
rious province immediately to recal him within
~ the vortex of truth and moral notions (33).

A relationship of this peculiar description,
cemented on the one part with confidence and
dependance in a very eminent degree, neces-
sarily imposes on the magnetist a variety of
duties; all of which must be strictly and
faithfully discharged. The condition of a
somnambulist is such, that it cannot bear to

be trifled with, in any respect.

From what has already been said upon this
subject, it will easily be conceived that such
state is incompatible with the unwary publicity
to which it has, for some time past, been sub-
jected. Should there be any desire of trying
experiments, it is necessary to understand
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that somnambulists, from their extreme sus-
ceptiveness of influences both physical and
moral, are instruments of such delicate n:;tture,
as not to admit of those experiments being
attempted in the presence of any other than
persons fully to be relied on, for prudence
and judgment. Should the object be to con-
sult a somnambulist respecting the concerns
of his own health, or for the benefit of any
other person’s, nothing ought then to disturb
his indispensible tranquillity ; and a careful
selection should be made, even in the number
of his most intimate friends, before they are
admitted on such occasions. Collections of
curious people give, to a very serious matter
(admitting of course its reality), all the out-
ward appearance of a pitiful quackery (84); -
and they always expose ‘the somnambulist to
imminent danger of disorganization, thus
wantonly marring him, in the last resource
which nature held in reserve for the recovery of
his health (35).

We shall endeavour to present, in an aggre-
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gate point of view, the circumstances which
appear essentially to characterise somnambu-
lism ; yet this must not be understood to con-
stitute a common t'ype, indiscriminately appli-
cable to all somnambulists. The varieties,
observable amongst human Beings in that
state, are no less considerable than the differ-
ences existing between them when awake.
The primitive disposition ; the manner of train-
ing somnambulists, during the progressive
developement of their faculties, with various
accidental causes, have their respective shares
of influence, both upon the features and
standard of those faculties in each individual ;
and besides, somnambulism is further liable
to many complications, which may depend
upon the description of disease whence it
originated (36).

The body has greater dexterity than in the
waking state. There is a remarkable accele-
ration of the pulse, and increased irntability
of the nervous system. The senses of Feeling,
Taste and Smeling, are more acute ; and the
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perceptions through that of Hearing are limited
to those objects with which the somnambulist
is either directly or indirectly in affinity, by
a communication of magnetic fluid ; whether
produced by his touch, or by that of the
magnetist.

The eyes then are closed, and no longer
perform their usual office; but the somnam-
bulist possesses a sort of internal sight, through
which means he perceives his own interior
organization, that of his magnetist, and of any
other person with whom the latter has made
him to communicate. He notices the diffe-
rent parts of such organizations; but only
successively, and according as his attention is
directed to each: he discriminates their struc-
tures, forms and colours. He sometimes pos-
sesses the faculty of pérceiving external objects
by a peculiar sight, impossible to describe ;
and then they appear to him more luminous
and radiant, than when he is awake (87).

He experiences a painful reaction of the
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bodily afflictions of those persons with whom
he is in magnetic affinity. He perceives their
various diseases; anticipates, with certainty,
the paroxysms which such persons are to
experience; has a sensation of the most
suitable remedies, and not unfrequently also,
of the medical properties of substances offered
to his notice. There exists, amongst animals
of the brute creation and certain diseased per-
' sons, an analogous sensation referable to their
own diseases : the vague expression of Instinct
has been resorted to for explaining this," but
we had better have confessed our entire igno-

rance upon the subject (38).

The somnambulist is competent, not only
to direct his own treatment, but also to prac-
tise magnetism upon others; and he better
_understands its application, than the most ex-

_perienced magnetist does when awake.

He prescribes the days and hours, which
are most proper for his being made to resume
the somnambulic state. 4
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His intuitive faculties are lable to increase
with the intensity of disease, as also gradu-
ally to decline with the progressive imprové-
ment of his health; and the most imperfect
somnambulists usually possess them in a suffi-
cient degree, for discoveﬁng' the remedies
applicable to their own cases, whilst such as
they prescribe are always harmless and gene-
rally of a simple description (39).
 Memory is very active in the somnambu-
list. Ideas which could not be recalled to his
mind, when awake, now easily recur to him ;
even the nightly dreams, of which the most
imperfect traces only had been preserved at
the first moment of emerging from sleep.

His imaginatioﬁ is rather inclined to exal-
tation. He is susceptible of Jealousy; not
quite exempt from vanity and self-conceit,
which sometimes may induce him to practise
little deceptions, calculated to enhance his
own value ; and then, if under the government

-
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of an unsteady magnetist, may prove uncom-

monly capricious (40).

He does not attach the same importance, as
in the state of waking, to those notions by
which we are usually governed in social inter-
course, concerning matters of personal de-

meanour (41.)

His will, although not inactive, is easily
subdued by the influence of volition, even
mentally exercised by the magnetist.

Very striking oppositions may be noticed,
between his present opinions and those which
prevail in him when awake. He will condemn
his own actions ; and speak, regarding him-
self, as he would of a third person, an utter
stranger.

His intellect is more comprehensive ; his
elocution superior, and his faculties of combi-
nation more extensive. He possesses greater
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powers of ratiocination; his notions of morality

are more dlstmct and correct, than in the

waking state, of which all the ideas and recol-
lections are still present to his mind (42.)

The aptitude to Somnambulism, in any sub-
ject, is usually limited to the duration of his
disease; it may sometimes be retained after
health is restored, but in that case is almost
always an imperfect stale, of which the spe-
cific faculties are scarcely entitled to any
confidence. The particular duration of each
somnambulic crisis is variable and undeter-
mined ; it may be only a few minutes, it may
be several hours, or even whole days, accord-
ing to circumstances.

At the very moment of being awoke, the
somnambulist entirely forgets every thing
which he has heard or said, indeed generally
every occurrence of his preceding state ; and
the most prudent line of conduct is to abstain
from conveying to his mind any information -
npon those subjects. A perfect remembrance
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of the whole, however, takes place at the next
and every succeeding crisis of somnambu-
lism; though even a considerable period of time
may have elapsed (43.) Mcmory is thus com-
pletely suspended, but nevertheless preserves
its wonted fidelity. This phenomenon is one
of the most remarkable among many others
elicited by the slate alluded to; and it sup-
plies almost invaluable indications, under a
psychological point of view, contributing to
.overrule a principal objection urged by Ma-
terialists in support of their doctrine(44.) Still
a reminiscence of what has taken place during
somnambulism may sometimes, and by a sin-
gular transition, occur in the waking state:
the events may again represent themselves to
our mind, whilst in natural sleep, and be re-
membered after waking, as in the case of
common dreams.

There is further a mixed state, which (al-
though not with perfect consistency) has been
called Semi-crisis ; a denomination originating
at the period when magnetism was first intro-
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duced by Mcsmer into France. Somnambu-
lists were then called Crisiacs; and the state
of somnambulism consequently a Crisis, from
the nervous paroxysms which sometimes were
its concomitants; particularly when that state
‘was produced by the instrumentality of a
certain machine, termed Baguet (45). Patients
who have become somnambulists are not dis—
inclined, during their convalescency, and
even after a radical cure, to this sort of semi-
crises or imperfect somnambulism. It is then
complicated with a medley of dreams; and

more or less accuratc recollection of what
" occurred during its continuance, is often re-
tained after the subjects are awoke. We ought
carefully to avoid exciting this imperfect state ;
because if unwarily suffered to become habi-
tual, it might possibly degenerate into a sort
of mental derangement (46).

We have noticed, in the foregoing part, ,
that the features of somnambulism varied ex-
tremely in the different subjects; and that
state might indeed be so delineated, in ge-

F



82
neral terms, without scarcely deviating from

_ the truth, as to appear contradictory in almost
every respect.

Thus we may occasionally meet with som-
nambulists, whose eyes remain open; with
some who hear every kind of noise, or else
are taciturn, concentrated and immoveable like
statues ;. with others who dance, and perform
upon musical instruments; also with those who
speak at a venture, do not notice any thing,
neither form combinations of ideas, nor are
able to discover remedies even for their
own complaints. But all this proves only
the wide difference which may subsist be-
tween one individual and another, and the
sagacity with which the state here described
ought to be investigated, in each particular
instance, before we place any reliance in its
general and characteristic advantages (47).

Glaring light is annoying to somnambu-
lists : it is proper therefore to place them in
a somewhat dark station (48).
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They observe an irradiancy to issue from
the fingers of ‘the magnetist, and sometimes
from his hair. Magnetised substances also
appear radiant to them, and as it were in a
blaze ; especially when such are considerably
impregnated with magnetic fluid, admitting its
real existence(49). They have a perception .
of that fluid in the ambient air ; not unlike the
sun beams, when penetrating through a closed
lattice window, and enlightening atoms of
dust. They inform us that the magnetic fluid
is inhaled with atmosphericair; that it is con-
veyed from the lungs, into the mass of the
blood, and from thence into the whole neryous
system ; that it ultimately transpires through
the surface of the body, and chiefly escapes at
the extremities of the fingers and hair; thus
accomplishingv a sort of regular circula-
tion (50). h 1

They recognize particular persons from a
sensation of the magnetic fluid, which exhaled
from the latter affects them in an agreeable
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or disagrceable manner, according to the
modification it has then undergone.

The magnetist ought always to interpose
himself between the somnambulist and any
third person, whenever it is conceived neces-
sary to bring them into communication by
contact ; in order to deaden the effect, always
-disagreeable, of such first approach.

Somnambulists ‘make use of the magnetic
fluid, as one would of a lighted taper: when
touching a diseased person, they apply their
hand to that part which is the immediate
object of attention; so as to impregnate it
with fluid, and become better enabled to in-
vestigate the same. With regard to them this,
fluid would appear to perform a function

similar to that of the various mediums which,
in our waking state, transmit to us the per-
ception of external objects (51).

-~

Independently of the testimony of somnam-
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bulists, concerning the question of magnetic
fluid, the opinion of its existence appears
to be further supported by direct experiments.
We may, at some future time, enlarge upon
the present matter of discussion; and then
shall relate those experiments with the most

scrupﬁlous abcuracy (52).

Viewing this question as a mere hypothesis,
abstracted from either assertion or experiment,
such an opinion does not involve any ab-
surdity : it might even be easily reconciled
with any general theory, applicable to elastic
fluids of all descriptions. .

- Yet some warrantable objections appear
difficult to solve upon a first inspection :---

According to what mode of operation can .
the magnetic fluid serve as a medium, in our
perception of external objects ?---

How does perception take place under such
operation, even at considerable distances, not-
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withstanding the interposition of physical ob-

stacles ?---

By what further operation can human
volition direct, and also igcrease the action

of magnetic fluid ?

Let us'enquire, in the first place, whether
the solution of those questions could not be
aided by satisfactory inductions, drawn from
uncontroverted fadts, referable to other fluids
the existence of which is considered as suffi-
ciently ascertained.

In our ordinary state, the perception of ex-
ternal objects is unquestionably conveyed
through the instrumentality’ of elastic fluids,
operating as specific mediums.

Light equally transmits to our perception
the objects most approximate, and those
most remote from us. We see the fixed
stars ; and still Sirzus, the nearest to us of
the whole number, is presumed to be at

1
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a distance from the earth not less than three
millions of millions of miles(53). Light is
considered as a fluid eminently elastic, and
yet ndthing proves it to expand in.-a lateral
direction: its progres; is always rectili-
near (54). We know not whether the beams
of heat and those of light, both which the
sun apparently sends to us, move with the
same rapidity; nor whence proceeds the
impulsion which urges light with such prodi-
gious speed. Itis unable to penetrate opaque
bodies ; but with regard to all those described
as transparent, it penetrates them without im-
pediment, whatever be their densities, pro-
vided the rays fall not upon them in a line
deviating too much from the perpendicular.

A medium of some other description con-
veys to us the vibrations arising in sonorous
bodies. Sound is propagated with only a
moderate proportion of velocity ; a variety of
obstacles are liable to deaden its intensity, yet
it reaches us in every direction, and vacuum
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alone appears an invincible obstacle to its

progress.

Caloric, less rapid in its course, penctrates
all bodies indiscritninately, and none can
resist its action, which they ultimately trans-
mit. This substance cannot be otherwise
than tonic; life, both animal and vegctable,
being sustained by its operatidn.

The Galvanic fluid, which can scarcely be
considered as identical with electricity, scems
to be diffused throughout the whole animal
kingdom, in which it probably performs a

very active and important part.

The Electric fluid is transmitted with ex-
" treme promptitude, but requires the assis-
tance of conductors. In general, the mani-
festation of its luminous appearance depends
on its migrating from one body into another,
and being in a condensed state. It also he-
comes luminous in a rarified state, if made

to traverse vacuum in the recciver of an air-

- e~ ——— ——
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pump : some portion of atmospheric air
would however seem to be requisite, . for the
accomplishment of this phenomenon, as the
electric fluid discontinues to be luminous in
absolute void. Might not this proceed from
some chemical combination, in which the
escape of any one of the component elements
is effected, equally by compression or by dila- .
tation of the particles combined ?

Certain descriptions of fish possess a quan-
tum of fluid, whether electric or galvanic,
which as an offensive weapon they cast
upon their prey, or otherwise use for some
purpose of self-defence. Can any one deny
that this is impressing an elastic fluid, with a
very powerful action, and directing it to-
wards an outward object? '

The existence of nervous fluid is generally
admitted, although our information concerning
it is limited to the promptitude of its action.
This fluid is understood to be directed, within

us, by volition ; and at the same time, with
¥
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a ratio of potency exactly corresponding to
the effort required. In that case, why might
not the same faculty extend to the direction
of any analogous fluid upon external ob-

Jjects? (55).

An enquiry into the nature of such fluids is -
very difficult, from their not being coercible,
with the exception only of atmospheric air.
We are better informed of their effects, than
of their respective natures; but it will not
be contested, that there is great analogy
between their acknowledged properties, to-
gether with the functions they perform, and
those which are even attributed to the
magnetic fluid.

The following assumptions have been va-
riously made :—-That this fluid is transmissible
at great distances, and with very consider-
able velocity, whence is drawn the inference
of its being elastic ;—That it attains unto
every place, notwithstanding physical ob-
stacles, ‘all which it penetrates without impe-
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diment ;-—-That it is capable of receiving any
direction, and intensity of action, impressed
by the human will ;---That its operation upon
the animal economy is salutary;---And finally, |
that it possesses the property of conveying
the perception of external objects to human

Beings under ‘a particular modification of
their existence, denominated Somnambilism.

In addition, somnambulists have affirmed it
to be luminous; not only during its transmission
from one body to another, but also as dif-
fused throughout the amnbient air.

And why not so, when such assertions equally
apply to the properties of other elastic fluids, of
which the existence is universally acknowledg-
ed? Why should the assumption be deemed
absurd, that under a particular condition of hu-
man nature, the’perception of external objects
is not otherwise transmissible to the understand-
ing, than through the means of an appropriate
fluid, or some modification of other elastic
fluids hitherto known? . Where is the ab-
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surdity of conceding, to the agency of human
volition, an efficacy equal to that admitted
as unquestionable, with reference to the im-
pulsion of a brute, such as the gymnotus, or .

the torpedo?

Prudence doubtless requires that epinions
should remain in suspense, upon such ques-
tions, until their solution be assisted with
fully decisive experiments; but we do con-
ceive the probabilities already to be of
sufficient weight, for warranting an opinion
favourable to the existence of magnelic
fluid (56).

There is however this circumstance worthy
of remark :-—-the magnetic fluid does not,
in the least degree, fall under the percep-
tion of somnambulists governed by magne-
tists of that school by which its existence
is denied. But this may proceed from the
very subordinate character of somnambulism
itself; and from a limitation ‘of the sentient

faculty, in persons under that peculiar con-
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dition, which faculty then applies to such
objects, only, towards which their attention is
solicited (57).

Men of great candour, of sound judgment,
and free from exaltation of mind, have in-
variably maintained that somnambulists are
often competent to perceive the past, and .
distinclly to anticipate future events; that
there are some who have an intuitive percep-
tion of the very thoughts of the magnetist ;
and some also who perceive other persons
although absent, when in magnetic affinity
with them, and who actually see such per-
sons and whoever else happens to be with
them at the same time, together with local
circumstances: all this without impediment,
either from distances or interposition of phy-
sical obstacles.

It would certainly be wrong, wholly to
reject, without previous investigation, facts
which are affirmed by numerous credible

witnesses ; yet, when of so extraordinary a
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description, they ought not to be admitted,
as part of any doctrine, until accuratély veri-
fied; and no one ought to credit them, nor
even could do so, unless personally ascer-
tained, or at least confirmed by the most un-
exceptionable testimonies (58).

There are such facts, probably in great
number, which the mere concatenation of
causes and effects might sufficiently ac-
count for; considering the mind, under
the influence of a peculiarly exalted state,
to possess faculties adequate to seize and
combine them, with a degree of sagacity
and penetration unattainable to man in his
ordinary condition. ‘According to every ap-
pearance, somnambulists are solely indebted
to this power of combination, highly favoured
by their internal sight, for the foreknowledge
of their different crises, or paroxysms of

disease.

It has been attempted to class somnam-
bulists, according to certain special faculties,
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supposed to be discovered in them in more
eminent degree than any other; and thus
we have heard of such, who were qualified for
consultation regarding the cure of diseases;
of others, who could convey information

‘concerning celestial matters, future events,

absent persons, distant places, and hidden
treasures. But such classifications, referable
only to the various uses to which magnetists
have presumed to apply their respective som-
nambulists, are not to imply any positive dif-

ferences worthy of notice, in the general des-

cription of somnambulism (59).

A more certain advantage, one upon which
greater reliance can be placed, consists in the
really useful application of this state for obtain-
ing the cure of diseases; not only those of the
somnambulists themselves, but also of other
patients brought into immediate communi-
cation with them. All enquiries had better
be confined to this very important object, in-
stead of suffering the mind to wander in chi-
merical regions: yet we need not entirely
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neglect other branches of useful information,
which may be attainable by that means.

For instance, a very inl;ercstirig experiment
would be to cast into somnambulism blind
born subjects, and others deaf born. Thus
might more accurate notions be acquired, re-
specting this singular state, which without
sufficient cause has been considered as one of
perfection, or peculiar purity ; although not
otherwise to.be discriminated from the wakihg
state, than as introducing a new mode of per-
ception, which operétes, whether in contact
or at any distance, through some specific me-
dium, and is urged into action by the usual
human faculties, with some difference only

in their actual extension.

Probably, such mode is the manifestation
or the further developement of some Primitive
and General Form of Perception, inherent to
the essence of human nature, and of which our
Jive senses are merely particular modifications.”
The magnetic fluid would then be a neces-
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sary: medium, through whose agency percep-
tions of every description are acquired, and
which may, perhaps, be not less indispen-
sable to the communication of thought; if
this can truly - take place without the .assist-
ance-of speech, or (to express our idea under
a more general -acceptation) independently
of all: conventional signs.. This communi-
cation seems no less difficult to under-
stand;. than either the -retrospect of : such
past events as arc entirely foreign to our
knowledge when awake, :or the . foreknow-
ledge of such future events as are not linked
with. any matter of previous information, un-
der the common relation of .cause and effect.
Useless attempts, have been made to account,
in any satisfactory manner, for this singular
phenomenon of anticipated knowledge (60).
As o past events; their perception might
adniit of being explained, in a'manner not
altogether destitute of verisimilitude..

Supposing that there' actually existed, in

G
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human nature, a primary and latent form of
perception,. variously modified by the five
senses, and which the state of somnambulism
effectually unveiled, nothing yet would prove
that it remained entirely inert, in the waking
and other states of which mankind is sus-
ceptible. Possibly it may, without discon-
tinuation, exert its action to the fullest extent;
and yet, under any but the somnambulic
condition, not be accompanied with a con-
sciousness of Self, nor with that of the per-
ceptions actually received as it were in trust,
through such primitive form, and in some
manner analogous to a particular phenomenon
remarked in the foregoing part, with reference
to the state called absence.of mind. We as-
sume that, when somnambulism takes place,
the primitive form of perception is mani-
fested ; although never perhaps in the ut-
most extent, its developement being impeded
by the imperfect condition of mankind: it
nevertheless attains, sometimes, a sufficient
standard to reunite with a consciousness of
Self the whole, or' a part only, of those per-

/
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ceptions of which the individual until then
has been the mere depositary. The somnam-
bulist connects all the perceptions of his
waking state with those more extensively
supplied by that primitive form, which has
resumed its oi)er'ation; and thus involves
within one single remembrance, and in the
same person, two memories and two Beings
between which there had appeared to exist a
distinct line of separation. During the waking
state, no remembrance is retained of what has
been perceived in that of somnambulism: in
the latter, on the contrary, every thing is re-
collected that took place during the pre-
ceding somnambulic crises; also every
thing which has been perceived when awake,
through the appropriate organs, and every
thing that these were incompetent to trans-
mit to the understanding, but of which the
primitive form of perception was the silent
witness and faithful trustee. |

This idea is further susceptible of a deve-

lopement not unimportant, as it applies to the
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connexion- between the present and future
conditions of mankind, and to objections
which the materialists have inferred from
those aceidents to which memory is liable.
Further observatiens will, sooner or later,
confirm or disprove facts and conjectures
which. require - the support of numerous. and
authentic testimonics, to establish. the public
opinion in-their favour.  Until such can.have
been collected, it is proper to remain in sus-
pense, to observe and verify the facts, and
- endeavour: to discover whether they be not any
thing more than illusions, or whether the
existence of a primitive form of perception,
capable of manifesting itself in such extent,
ought ultimately to be acknowledged.

It is consistent in some degree, that miracles
or witcheraft should have been referred to,
for explaining various effects of Human Mag-
netism and Somnambulism. Every thing
which transcends the common train of phe-
nomena appertaining to human life, and with
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which habit has familiarised us from infancy,
strikes. us with astonishment. The states of
Waking, of Sleeping, of Noctambulism ; In-
sabity of mind,. together with many nervous
diseases, exhibit effects no less surprising than
those .of magnetic somnambulism. . 'We are
~surrounded on all sides with wonders, which
we admit without contradiction, and assume
that we understand, merely because they
have always been-seen.

Let us, but for one moment, indulge in
supposing a-world peopled with inhabitants
of whom somnambulism ' constituted the na-
tural and uniform condition; in such manner,
that this were equally habitual to them, as
the state of waking is to ourselves. Would it
not be a matter of great surprise for. them,. to
notice one man awake? He certainly could
not appear, to them; a Beingless extraordinary
than somnambulists do-now to us. .- The sense
of sight, which affords him so easy a percep-
tion of external objects, even those stars of
which astronomy has not yet been able to as-
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certain the immense distances ; the free com-
. munication which he enjoys, through the sense
of hearing and other faculties, with his fellow-
creatures and the rest of the world ; his inde-
pendence of the various influences by which
somnambulists are annoyed and subdued ;
the energetic volition which he is capable of
exerting, uncontrolled by any other ; in short
a thousand striking differences, between the
states of waking and of somnambulism, would,
in the estimation of some of the Beings just
supposed, appear as a series of privileges, con-
stituting Man a Being of supernatural order,
~and by some others would be considered as
matters of fabulous report, neither con-
ceivable nor deserving any credit.. Amidst
the general clamour, of Miracles on one side,
and of Impesture on the other, a long period
of time would elapse before the propriety were
suggested of submitting facts toa calm and
impartial inquiry; and before the very simple
idea occurred, that all these might be only
the natural consequences of a peculiar con-
dition, to ‘which manking were disposed,
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and which introduced varions modes of per-

_ception, different from that mode which parti-
cularly belonged to somnambulists. -

The human states or conditions hitherto
described are often blended with each other.
Sonmmambulism has only a false resem-
- blance with sleep; but it has with Noc-
tambulism a double analogy, consisting in
the substitution of a peculiar mode of percep-
tion, to the sense of sight, and in the limi-
tation of our relations with. outward objects.
A further analogy might be found in the par-
ticular disposition of the memory; but it
would be necessary, in the first place, to as-
certain whether such disposition belongs to
the state of Noctambulism singly, or to some
complication with that of somnambulism (61).

The noctambulist perceives such objecvts,
only, as.are connected with,ihe;, series of in-
ternal ideas .which he introduces into action ;
the somnambulist, of such von‘]y.vwith which

he is placed in affinity, by communication
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of the maguetic fluid, and ‘towards which his
atlention is solicited. Perception, in the latter,
is a faculty which, however limited in the
number of its objects, operates in other re-
spects with superior freedom and power of
_ penetration. . The mode of perception, and
the description of medium through which
it is exerted, have in the case of somnam-
bulism undergone an alteration ; the exility
of -this new medium is such,. as not to be
obstructed by any physical obstacles; and dis-
tances become of less consideration, in pro-
portion’ with- the standard of sensitiveness in

the somnambulist,

" The somnambulist is more passive, than he
is active; more inflienced upon, than per-.
sonally eke‘fﬁ'ng"éh y ‘influence. The bogy is
an obedient instrument of his will, and (what
is most smguldr) often obeys also that of the
magnetlst vo]itlon, in ‘the somnambuhst, is
not’ Wholly superseded but i in someé’ theasire
rendered subordmate (62) RAREEEU
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. Memory, Imagination, Judgment, and all
other powers of* his mind, areconsiderably
enlarged.  He not unfrequeritly has a stronger
sense, than when awake, of what is meral and
good in itself; but it may possibly happen,
though very seldom occur, that foreign in-
fluences, or passions become more active, will
ravish from him that empire of Reason which
ought always to be maintained (63).

We submit that a thorough and careful
enquiry, into every phenomenon attendant
upon the somnambulic state, would now be
of very important consideration, with regard
to its results ; that such enquiry would be con-
ducive to more perfect knowledge, than is yet
possessed; respecting the moral and physical
faculties of mankind; that it would be of
great assistance, towards obtaining the cure
of diseases. We further consider it the more
desirable, that enlighter.xed and well intentioned
persons should bestow on this subject more
attention ' than heretofore, as it might be the
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means of wresting a dangerous instrument
' from the hands of the ignorant, of enthu-
siasts, and all others who misuse it without
being fully aware of the extent of their

guilt (64).




107

CONCLUSION.

The first steps of mankind, in the path of
Science, have almost invariably been marked
by Mystery and Abusg¢. Insulated facts ap-
pear inexplicable, or miraculous: self-im-
portance, and interested motives, instantly
seize upon them as an exclusive inheritance,
which they apply to the purpose of rendering
human credulity subservient to their own ad-
vantage. The introduction of natural philo-
sophy gave birth to Magic ; that of Chemistry,
to Alchymy---of Geometry, to Geomancy,-—;
of Astronomy, to Astrology. In proportion
as the facts became multifarious, and the
knowledge of them more extensi\vrely'dissemi-
nated, it has been endeavoured to draw them
within the pale of known principles, or else
to infer new principles from their observa-
tion. Systems and doctrinal courses were
then formed, which general instruction has
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converted into ohjects of public attainment,
and the notoriousness of facts caused mys-
tery and abuses to disappear.

Accession of knowledge is attractive to
persons who- already possess it in some ex-
tent; but ity difficulties are discouraging to
those who, yet uninstructed, have outgone that
period of life at which native curiosity is
raised, by well directed education, to a dig-
nified and constant thirst after information.
Knuowledge introduces, ‘between each of our-
selves and the whole world, an indefinite range
of ‘multiplied relations. In the.eye of a man
exlensively informed, nature is stamped with
specific and characteristic features : he finds
himself as-it were at home, in any part of the
world, af;d,, every thing which he meets
seems to-present a face of previoys acquaint-
ance. :Were it possible for any one to. be,
in -an- absolute sense, destitute of all know-
ledge or information, his condition would be
perfectly - insulated ;- the .u,niverse,. in his cop-
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ception, would degenerate into non-existence,
and himself remain in- the most awful
solitude. }

. Let us not, however, presume too:much
upon our acquired knowledge. Its different
branches, possibly,” may not constitute. any.
thing more than a few transitory relations of
our senses, and mode iof understanding, with
external objects.:: Perhaps we grasp at mere
appearances. Let man be gifted with some
new mode of ‘perception, -new properties will
be discovered, and every thing will- assume
a different aspect.

Of what use, then, the fruits: of .30 many
years spent in laborious pursuits; .and all that
experience collected in the course of a life so
often teeming with agitation and sorrow?—--Is
all that we have learnt, with such painful efforts,
to vanish like the shades of night, before the
first beams’ of ‘a rising sun ?---What shall we
retain of the whole, after that phenbmenon
called DEATI{; which makes -every living
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creature, urged by a preserving instinct, shrink
with terror, and to which education has an-
nexed so many formidable ideas?

Whatever the employment of man’s life, a
further developement of his wonted faculties
and accession to them, will doubtless be the
necessary consequencesof his present existence.
But shall all the wealth seemingly treasured
up for such unbounded futurity, towards
which our mind by some internal impulsion
is incessantly cast, remain behind ; like those
perishable advantages, so ardently pursued by
mortals, yet leaving, at the close of life, little
else than a sorrowful remembrance of that
culpable inconsideration with which they have
been misused ? )

Is there not, am(;ngst our various faculties,
a single one to which we may be indebted
for instruction, independently of transitory
and variable relations ; some faculty appli-
cable to every period, and to all the phases
of our existence?
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Yes, there is OnE!---It is REAsoN; so
little cultivated, and still less attended to, but
which always holds out to us a helping hand.

Reason enables. us, from one link of the
chain to another, to ascend to the souree of
~ every truth ; it connects heaven with the earth ;
it regulates the mutual relations of all sensitive
and intelligent Beings, by immutable laws, no
less . comprehensible to the man of inferior
intellect and of limited instruction, than to
another of superior genius, possessing even
the knowledge of all ages. '

The strict observance of those laws consti-
tutes Morality.. They may be often silenced
by the passions; lie dormant in the inner-
most recesses of the heart; but, sooner or
later, they will awake !

. Man occasionally feels weary of the im-
portant or frivolous occupations, which con-
sume or fill up this life, so often consi-
dered as an insoluble enigma. When his
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thouzhts are raised towards a more elevated
sphere, tun great questions press upon his

mind.-—

One of them refers to the cradle of infancy :
IWhat have ue been ? .

The other hovers, as it were a tutelar ge-
nius, around the tomb inclosing the - cold
remains of a beloved object, lately torn from

our presence :-—W hat shall ze become ?

The first of these questions has scarcely
any other motive, than simple curiosity. The
second 1s closely interwoven with those moral
truths which direct and regulate the employ-
ment of life,—with all the elevated senti-
ments which assist us in repelling evil and
bearing with misfortune.

Man, from his very essence, is religiously
inclined. He is constantly warned, by an
internal feeling, that another existence awaits
him after this life ; and that a superior power
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presides over the ordinance of that univer-
sality of things by which his attention is at-
tracted. Of this position, the history of every
country, from the remotest antiquity, supplies
sufficient proof. In consequence of accurate
observation, which has rectified the misap-
prehensions of navigators in the earlier
periods of their discoveries, a conviction has
been established, that there existed unanimity
of belief upon those two important points;
~ from the nations in the greatest advancement
of civilization, even down to the most uncul-
tivated savages. The Fetisch, or paradise of
an African negro, may appear to have but
little connection with the idea formed of ano-
ther life by an enlightened European, but in
the essentials it is still the same ; both con-
templating an infinite power and endless
happiness, which every one el;deavours to
comprehend, according to the degree of deve- |
lopement or the standard of his own intellect.

:

‘We have a propensity to apply certain forms
of reasoning, to truths which an internal

Hv
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though somewhat vague sentiment has suffi-
ciently brought home to our understandings.

- Philosophical sects have formed themselves
by slow gradation, and in progress of time.
They have unremittingly been employed with
questions of this important description' ; they
have endeavoured to improve vulgar persua-
sions, and to demonstrate, by a series of argu-
ments, the reality of what until then had been
only surmised, and slightly delineated.

Men have rashly submitted to the test of a
species of reasoning, merely derived from the
modes of their perceptions and the forms of
their understanding, matters even unconnected
with the sensible world. The pretension of
dogmatizing, in Metaphysic$, has generated
scepticism. Some have undertaken to prove
beyond what was requisite : they have af-
firmed too much; and others, then, have
questioned what should never be considered
as uncertain. The warfare of both parties
was urged upon the same grounds, and

—
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carried on with similar weapons; without

enquiry, by the one or the other, whether
such could warrant;bly be used.

Reason however allows us to indulge in
hy pothetical conceptions; provided they do not
involve absurdity or immorality. It forbids,
only, our assigning to them any higher degree
of probability than they actually possess; it

_prescribes us to concede the entire liberty of
calling them in question, and always to
withhold trespassing on the principles of tole-
ration, by which men ought mutually to be
governed, concerning matters of opinion.

With reference to a future state, assump-
tions have often been made, which, however
chimerical, are never destitute of interest
to persons who do not confine to the pre-
sent life every idea of their own existence.
Some have doomed human Beings to travel
through the several planets, and others have
assigned to us a different employment: but
almost all have taken their departure from a
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vague and cqnfused notion, of accession to our
present faculties and acquired knowledge.

By Astronomy, we are informed of the dis-
tances, dimensions and densities of the celes-
tial bodies composing our solar system ; also
of the forms and altitudes of their mountains.
They appear not very unresembling the
planet which we inhabit; and it is not irra-
tional to believe, that the fixed stars are
Suns environed by their respective planetary
systems. Why then should we utterly re-
ject the idea, both consistent and probable,
that those innumerable worlds have the si-
milar destination of supplying an adequate
sphere of activity and developement of facul-
ties, to sensitive and intelligent Beings, between
whom reason with its unalterable maxims
establishes a law common to all, and prepares
more extensive relations for every period of

their existence.

A primary form of perception, modified
according to those successive phases, might
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answer the several purposes of multiplying
our relations, extending the sphere of our
activity, and increasing the influences both
received and exerted.

'The memory of the past would, in a thou-
sand ways, have disturbed present existence
therefore it is denied us. Possibly, this may

be only a transitory suspension.

But we shall every where be followed by
the consequences of our actions.

'One of those consequences, not sufficiently
attended to, is that benificent actions improve
our nature, and shield us against evil; whilst
malevolent ones cause us to degenerate, and
ultimately render us incapable of good. Thus
do we (create for ourselves a Paradlse, or Hell,
even upon this Earth.

This consideration opens a spacious field
for serious meditation, to persons whose per-
spicacity qualifies them for penetrating the
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deceitful appearances by which our eyes are
dazzled, amidst the tumultuous passions and
illusions of the world.

How elevated and consolatory the ideas
which now are unfolded!

From the moment we admit them, evils dis-
appear, calm supersedes the storm, our hearts
fill with dauntless courage ; the misfortunes of
life are only a source of salutary experiments,
and death the commencement of renovated

existence.
1Y

When the present work falls into the hands
of a reader of reflection, he may judge it to
contain but few novel ideas. Perhaps he will
even say: “ I had already thought all this.”

We might be permitted to reply: Think

of it again ; incessantly keep it in view.

L
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_ THE

- "TRANSLATOR’s NOTES.

(1.) Pace 18: Autention—an act of the will.

Reflection upon the perceptions and sensations received, which
necessarily precedes the formation of any idea, or effect pro-
duced by them upon the mind, is a faculty entirely subordinate
to volition; and attention is constituted by reflection combined
with duration.

(2.) Pace 21: Senses—the means of discovering properties in

outward oljects.

That is to say, such properties, only, by which any of those
senses are liable to be affected. For if we conceive that a primary
and genera’l form of perception were manifested under five
hundred different modifications, or specific conditions of relation
between outward objects and ourselves, instead of being limited
to five, we should then recognize in those objects an immensity
of other properties hitherto unknown, yet constituting but a

\
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partial knowledge of them; and to render such knowledge
complete, it would require the exercise of that primary faculty
under all its possible modifications: these, doubtless, being in-
finite in number, the perfect knowledge of any thing can be an
attribute of no other than the Delty itself. It is in a high de-
gree probable, that there are other existing miodifications of the
faculty alluded to; through which, although at most times un-
consciously, we acquire the perception of external objects,
whether present or absent, and are impressed by them in various
ways. It is no less probable that there are also particular mo-
difications of it unknown to us, yet posseésed by different
branches of the creation, the organization of which has any
sort of analogy with our own: but of such we can never ac-
quire any accurate nor positive notion. Many apparent pro-
digies require only the use of some sixth sense, or unusual
modification of the primary form of perception, completely to

ex Plain them.

(3.) Pace 23: Objects perceptible in darkness.

Darkness, or obscurity, which are only relative terms, pro-
bably exist not any where in an absolute sense.

The faculty of perceiving objects through the instrumentality
of a fluid universally diffused, which we call lght; and our
reference to the quantum of such fluid, considered as adequate
to that effect, entirely depends upon the disposition of the
organ which, in the individual of any species, is qualificd for

receiving its influence. Thus we know of animals, in whom
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sight is sufficiently assisted by such quantumn of light, only, as
applied to our own eyes would still be deemed darkness ; we
are familiar with the effect produced by a transition from'sun-
shine, to other situations where objects do not become discern-
able until the pupils of our eyes have proportionately dilated ;
and many persons have heard of instances in which an in-
flammation of the eye, produced by some accident, has enabled
the sufferer distinctly to perceive, through that eye only, objects
which to the other appeared still involved in profound obscurity.

(4.) Pace 23: We know not what is that property, of bodies,
Srom which the perception of colour results.

It is generally understood, that bodies become visible to us
from the reflection of all, or some part only, of the light directed
upon them; that transparent ones are such as admit a free
passag;e to the undivided beams of light; that those termed
opaque are such as, denying this free passage, reflect upon the
eye, either the whole of those undivided beams, in which case
perception of white is obtained, or that part only of the divided
beams which the bodies have not absorbed at their immediate
surface, in which case a perception is acquired of the reflected
colour, or combination of colours not thus absorbed; and that
the perception of black proceeds from the entire absence of any
reflected ‘colour, or subdivision of light beam, upon that organ.
Therefore, if in some instances, alluded to in the preceding

‘ note, objects appear destitute of their usual colours, this may
rationally be attributed to a second absorption 