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PREFACE.

T h i s  work e m b r a c e s , m thin a small compass,
objects o f the first magnitude. I t  points at ele­
vated truths, upon which we are solicited to 
meditate; and is a compendium o f momentous 

considerations, each o f which might be the text 
o f a whole volume.

The author is a Swedish nobleman o f science 
and erudition, residing in France. H e is mem­
ber o f a society instituted at Paris, under the 
presidency o f the Marquis de PuysSgur, fo r  
the purposes o f improving the knowledge o f H u­
man Magnetism, encouraging its practice, and 
diffusing information concerning that doctrine, 

purified from  intermixed etrors. With these
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views he published, under the title o f “ Des 
M o d es  a c c id e n t e l s  d e  nos P e r c e p ­

t io n s ” the tract now translated, and o f 
which the original has gone through several 
editions.

9

H is object has been, chiefly, to demonstrate 
that our five senses bear upon a common point 
analogy, indicative o f a primary and general 

form  o f perception, modified by each sense in a 
specific manner. H e defines and compares our 
perceptions, sensations, and other faculties, un­
der the influence o f diffetent states or conditions 
o f human existence; and what he advances, with 
reference to the complication those states, the 
developement and exercise o f that primary and 
latent form  o f perception, the suspension o f
memory, and as it were the separate modes o f 
existence in one and the same person, abounds 
in new and profound conceptions.

To avoid trespassing upon the province o f 
critics more enlightened, I  abstain from  any
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f  urther analization o f Count de Redem ’s book: 
nor could my ozm judgm ent o f its peculiar 

i n d e e d ,be received mthout the imputation o f par­
tiality. I t  shall merely be in

• that various matters selected by ancient philoso­
phers as worthy o f particular yet treated
in later days with inconsiderate are

placed by him in such a clear and novel point o f 
view, as to claim our most serious attention.

The conciseness o f the work, and ( i f  I  may 
say thus much) its rather elliptic form s, con­
sidering the abstract nature o f the subject, could

•

not admit a translation by mere metaphrase, 
mthout degenerating into obscurity ; therefore 1 
have presumed sometimes to enlarge on the 
text, attentive to preserve the strict original sense, 
as fa r  as local considerations have permitted. 
I  have allowed myself the fu rther latitude 
supplying a series o f No t e s ; either as necessary 
explanations, or fo r  the purpose o f adducing re­
markable facts, illustrative o f the author's state­

ments and o f my own opinions.
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Hozvever desirous o f contributing to the object 
contemplated by the magnetic society o f which 
I  am also a m e m b e r ,it is not without hesitation 
that I  venture on this undertaking. The present 
time is scarcely propitious to the promulgation 

o f certain t r u t h s ,which the public mind can­
not view without prejudice and con­

sequence o f unfavourable impressions attending 
their first introductionassociated with false

theories and unwarrantable pretensions; 
a doctrine once discarded is thenceforth de­
prived o f the privileges o f novelty. There was 

to be waved the further consideration o f my own 

deficiencies, towards the accomplishment o f a 

task to which literary talents, i f  open possessed, 

would still be inadequate; unless the translator 
were familiarised, like myself, with facts o f a 

peculiar description, from  a long and daily habit' 

o f observing them. B ut I  trust an indulgent 

and discriminating public m il allow fo r  my 
motives; and many intelligent persons having 

lately travelled on the continent, where Human 

Magnetism is not only patronised, but is also
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practised by all classes o f not except­

ing medical men, this book may possess some 
attraction.

Should my efforts meet the approbation o f a 

small number o f persons o f candid and compre­
hensive minds, having influence over the public 

opinion; and should they be induced to take up, 
in the spirit o f truly impartial inquiry, the most 

interesting parts o f the subject here they
m il ultimately be marked as benefactors o f man­
kind, and the author's utmost no less than

my ossm, m il be realized.

Experience has shewn, that the more exalted a 
new doctrine, and the more transcendant those 

truths which it proclaims, the more opposition 
also it excites; and the greater lapse o f time is 
requisite,, fo r  overcoming the phalanx o f adver­

saries arrayed against evidence, however *
which they, pertinaciously reject to their own dis­

advantage, from  a misconceived interest sup­
porting popular errors. That this short prodiic-
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































