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© TO

THE READER.

AT 2 period when men are illuminated by
philosophy, founded on experience; a philo-
sophy which 'is proved, and which is esta-
blished beyond contradiction; it is doubly
lamentable, that such a period for useful
knowledge should also be perplexed by the
~ wild vagaries of fanciful illusion, obscured un-
der the denominations of prophecies, visions,
and other delusive titles, to impose on the
unwary and weak-minded classes of the popu-
lation forming the British Empire.

Yet, strange as it may appear in the nine-
teenth century, at a time also, when science
seemed to have arrived at such a proud de-
gree of eminence, the spirit of fanaticism
has obtruded itself on the minds of men
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4 PREFACE.

by means of—to say the best of them—the wit-
less efflorescences of a distracted old woman,
of whom it might not have been worth taking
further notice; had pot the epthusiasm of her
disciples, (as contemptible in their opinions,
as they are crafty in théir conduct,) indus-
triously and widely circulated her absurdi-
ties, which too many have been injudicious
enough to credit, thouvh her 1ma,gma,ry Tg-
selves bl}t evndently f:omrary to the . ng
Scnpﬁures

To prevent, thereforel as much as poqmblt;5
such a delugion of Satan, as the prophecies of
Joanna Southcott. from accomplishing its ine
tended mischief, is the benevolent object of this
publication ; and it iy hoped that, as such in-
tention may be copsidered Jqst gnd hbe,m]_,-
the judgments conferred on it may be candid

and favoyrable.
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N . o

AMONG the various classes of impostors, who have
figuréd away in the earlier ages, and down to the pre-
sent petied; few have obtained more moteriety; or
have aimed at higher distinctions in the universe, than
the present object of consideration.e=The terrific Buos
wapatte, who has fot se long a period kept the prostrats
world it slavery, dppears but a vety humble figare
when compared with the colossal Joanna, who aspires a¢
tothing less than to raise a war in heaven, by professing
herself to be appointed the mother of a second Messiah,
and thos to mount the human race to its walls by
means of her dpiritual stépladders, It is not, how.
evet, as yet ascertained whether unbelievers or the
unsealed dre to enjoy the beatific presence in commoti
with those who have paid the full purchase niohey .«
Doubtless if the proceedings continue, some medium
will also be suggested to admit the truly needy, on reas
30nable terms; to a participation of the benefits resulting
> from her prophetic progéess and—her patturition !
" 'We would premise, however, that the dissipation 6f
error should sccompany the Kight of improvemefit, and

. . o

\
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2 . HISTSRY OF RELIGIOUS IMPOSTURES,
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that such benefit from the labours of so many eminent phi-
losophers, divines, and illominated men as have done
honour to their existence and to mankind, should. have
found its way into the recesses of the uncultivated heart,
and ere this have taught men that the age of miracles
is past; that the Almighty has bestowed on us suf.
ficient instances of his mercy, by the knowledge he
" has conferred to make us satisfied ; and that, next to his
Divine Power, the law of Nature is the only supreme
law. There are; however, to the disgrace of all coun-
tries, and the scandal of true and genuine Christianity,
a succession of Quacks in sacred mysteries, ever ob-
truding themselves on the notice of mankind. The a_tl‘ac_kl
of these intrusive men-devourers are first directed to the
piously ignorant, whom they attract by promises of fa-
miliar conversation with the Creator of Heaven and
Earth, and a special election for those who have the
gift to com'prehend dogmas and eccentricities, which the
children of this world, with what are denominated ¢‘ un-
sanctified optics,” cannot discover.—These compouunds
of Junacy and erratic delusion are soon noticed by
_some of the deeper dealers in spiritual things, and a
_ partnership is virtually formed to promulgate a new
system of faith, just as empirics set up a new.medi-
cine, on speculation. We all too well know, that the -
uninformed classes of the public are ever ready ‘to -
swallow any nostrum, which makes up in promises
what it is sure eventually to lack in performance :
bence the contagion -upon what #s ¢0.de, and what
may be expecteds vapidly extends, till it becomes a re-
Jigiovs fashion to join in the folly, as well as to sup~
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port it, from that love of singularity which affects
to find divine agency in a dreaming old woman ; and
to follow any track which diverges more than usual
from the common path, It may be asserted, with truth,
that a more futile attack on the foundation stone of
Christianity was never made, than that now projected
by Joanna, - She has referred to' the in¢arnation of the
‘Virgin Mary by the Holy Ghost, and treated it as a mys-
tical procreation. She then boldly asks ¢ why the
same effect may uot a second time be produced by the
same cause ? Were such questions as these to be dis]
cussed by every ‘profane pretender to divine and hidden
xhysteries, the natural consequence must be what de-
licacy and modesty. would abhor ; but, though calculated
to' undesmine the. supernatural conception of the holy
Yirgin, ior turn that incomprehensible mystery into con-
tempt'and absurdity, it would only more firmly establlah
thie-rock on which the Christian faith is built,

st is a disgustful kind of blasphemy on the part
of :Joanna, -and a wilful insult to the Divinity on the
gart of: those.who espouse her snpposed-mission, - whea
she declares, in one of her communications. 'frem the
-Spirity . That, ifthe visitation of the hord does ot pro-
duce a son this year, then was not Jesus Christ thé son
of God,  born in the manner spoken of by the Virgin
‘Mery 5 --but,-if - she have a son, then in like manner was
our’ Sgvidur born.”—Placing herself thus on a parallel
line’ with, the mother of the Messiah, and encouraged
qin’ her: lanacy by the knavery of her partisans, she
-holds in ragntal boads an amazing proportion of the
atupid 'part of tite English- nation; and by the bold-
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mess with which she comes forward, she confonnds, with
her conswmmate impudence awd sbeurdity, those whe
have wething more than common sssse.and comnion ex
perience. with which to cambat har rhapsodies. :

For a lang pesiotl of time—tes long, alas! of valuable

"time to be thrown away on (ta give it its .smoethest
name) monssmsical vaulgarity, has this antiquatad Sibyl
appeared a censpicuous figure with. thé: unthinking mass
of the publicyand every year: has.agen. her placed more
and more in the fore ground ; these, howsver; iss point
beyond which she cannot go, and that now seems to be
sapidly advancing.—Her gifts and. her prophceécs have -
caught the ynwary, both young and old ¢ the weak
ave out of the question; but the wicked have litersily
brought good ouy of evil; and twrned to a vesy profitable

“account the frauds of their.patroness, ' Is should . seend,

" however, that this discussion of. the cause of heavea

. has not fallen to the lot of learning and ledrned men ; for
Jeannd’s diving eanveyhnces of what she ealls ¢ the trye
Messiah¥: bave o donnection, in herspiritual effosions,
either ,'with :ghammer, legible writing, or telerablp
rhyme$:her commonicasions, though said to be * frem aa
sngel,’t bearing:nd sitnilitude to the pmghetlou of " clpse
siea} vefinement or human iatellect.-

We aye: of ‘opiniod, potwishstanding many. inay think
‘the missionarids -of the Jaw ought to be seut to effeet a
‘supprgssion of the mission of Joanna, that:the Bishops
of the wvealm have acted with troe Christian prademes
and charity, | They. have wisely suffered :her- and. her
prophedies to eayde themselves,-and have: net, by oppe-
sitien,intrented the number: of prosslytes ;~iufoed the
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' greater part of the public, who think at all, have shown
- sach evident centempt for the doctrines and the dis-

ciples of Joanna, that her samctuaries have been shut
up, to avoid mischievous consequences. -~ The magis~
‘trates may have privately interfered ; as the unsealed,”
satisfied with .the Messiah already revealed, began to

manifast a communication of a very different description

to thas of Joamna's,

Various have been the ebullitions called prophecies,
made in different yeais by thisantiquated virgio ;—almest
all of which have totally failed.~~In one of her pamphlets
she foretells, thatin the pext year she shall be tried and
sentencad by the twelve jodges ; in 1798, she assarts, that
anly 17 years would be added te her life; in 1807, ** the Dei=
ty cammissioned her,” she says, “ ta lead the people from
their homes, in London, t0a place of safety, where the
Providence of God woald protect them, and keep theix

. Thouses and preperty safe till their return ;” and ia 1811,
¢ Britain was'to become the .rédeemed kingdem of the
Lord;” but in the previous year, 1810, awful signs wers
tothreaten the nation ; ** Byonaparte was to effect a
landing, and ta be put to death by her seaked people ;* in
1812, she prophecied the death of the worthy Mr. Flins,
of Camberwell, in a letter to him, on_a certain month,
but that gentleman has not beea affected by the pro-
phecy ; this, however, is affirmed 10 be a forgery, as it
did not actually happen. These and numerous praphe-
cies have fiiled, but her deluded followers, notwithstand-
ing they have been so often mada the laughing-stock of
their neighbours, have rebusted all taunts by indefinite ex-
planations, and now Jeok with sure ind certain hope.te.ths -
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grand event which is to produce * the Almighty Shiloh,
the third representative of Divinity, the infant monitor
of the Prince Regent, in whose palaces the bantling ‘is
4o pass its first six years, and from whom the Prince
is first to receive the lessons of reform and temperance.”
- The fatal consequences of some of this woman’s doc-
trines were evidently shown in the fate of MaryBate-
man, who gave potions for exorcism, and mixed up
arsenic to. produce magical cures. That offender was

. ‘tried and executed on Saturday, May 18, 1809, fou' the

murder of Mrs, Perigo, of Bramley :
In what point of view the public. will. conude: those

-medical gentlemen, who; elt.helj from. ignorance, design,
. or discipleship, have ‘joined in the rcligious hoaz, it:is
not for us to say : but; we observe, with Dr. Sims, that

“ we do not wish to be.accopnted-of .such, the- par-
tisans of an unfortunate creatire,- who 'is na impostor,
Dbut e\ndently labouring under ‘mental derangement.”—It
would. be unnecessary and out of order-here to state
the physical reasons given by medical gentlemen, - for

-the #mpossibility of the pregnancy of Joanma, in her

'@5th year.—Dr. R. Reece, of :Pall Mall, :(and several
others,) have publicly affirmed,. that Joanna is probsbly
.with child, and, no donbt, will hold a distinguighed pre~
ference with maiden ladies,who come two_ or three dozen
years after the usual time~~We shall ngw proceed to
detail her history. '

Joanna Southcott first . drew breath, in the lmmbie
willage of Gettisham, in Devonshire, in the u;onth of
April, 1750, and it appears, by the parish register, signed

Richard Seaward, Parish Cletk .of Ottery ;St. Mary's,
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Devon, was baptized June 6, 1750 as the daughter of
William and Hannah Southcott :—Her father was a pea-
sant, and, with her mother, followed the regular esta-
blishnient, the prayers of which are still read in, all the
Prophetess’s meetings.—No extraordinary wonders ae-
companied- the birth of our heroine, the stars rising and
setting as usuval, and the moon giving its accustomed
light, notwithstanding in latter years she has - evideatly
been under its influence.—She ‘informs us, ¢ that. the
angels rejoiced at her birth.” : '
It has been cbserved, that superstxtlon is the spleen of
the soul, and it is never more powerfully exhibited than
in the actions of those who have put on a false cou;
rage and alacrity in the midst of their darkness and ap-
prehensions; like children, who, when they go in the
~dark, will sing for fear. This was plainly evident in the
younger part of the life of Joanna Southcott ; she afe
fected a passion for ayoung man named Noah Bishop, who
bad, in vain, attempted to attract her regard. She
confessed she loved him, but the vagrancy of her
thoughts impelled her to reject what she had not the
understanding to value ; and, in the vague hope of con-
soling herself with infinity, she treated, with decided
contempt, the virtuous advances of ayouth, who might,
perhaps, have rendered her useful to saciety, as the
mother and guardian of a numerous offspring. :
But celibacy was her choice ; and, according to her
own account,. it was inconsistent with her constitution:
for she acknowledges that ¢ she loved him ;*> her mind
must, therefore, have induced great depravity, when
she could give a decided preference to celibacy, cone
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trary to her natare, and reject matrimdny which earried
with it every consolation, and, when daly encouraged
and prized, is the source of every blessing that mor-
tals can experience, But Joanna was narrow-souled,
and might be compared with a narrow.necked bottle ; the
Jess liquor it ¢ontains the more noise is madein pouring
éut; thus, though she wished to make a boast of her
contumacy against her nature, it has failed, and the
gensible ranks of mankind bave only been confirmed,
that this, as well as all the rest of her conduct, has
proved her to be a ridiculous derider of piety, and
that kind of hypocrite who makes a sober jest of God
abd religion. Her passions have been like convulsion
fits, which, though they made her stronger fot the time,
" have left her weaker ever after. '
Her turn of mind in her youth has been termed
* religious,” for what reason we are at a loss to deters
trine, Has she evinced either by her publications or
Rer practice any bias of religion ?—Fanaticism has been
* her object; with all its accompaniments of delusion
and profaneness.

It appears, that in the year 1790, she was employed
28 4 workwoman in the shop of au upholsterer, at Ex-
etez. We do not take upon us to listen to the many fa.
btications respecting her conduct whilst employed by
the upholsterer ; had her conduct in his employ been
‘reprehensible, there is no doubt but that he would
have acted as became him ; and therefore we consign
such fabrications to the. score of ill-nature and scandal,

Her master being of what is called the methodisti-
¢al persuasion, had many visitors of that persuasion te
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JOANNA SOUTHCOTT, ' 9
frequent his shop. . With these persons Joanna was
held in ‘gre;at estimation ; and, indeed, some of their
ministers considered her to possess what they called “a
serious turn of mind.” ‘ »

Under such impressions and with such encourage-
ments, Joanha began to assume an authoritative manner
of deportment, very unsuitable to her situation as a
shopwoman, but very consistent with the views which
she afterwards formed to herself, of profiting by pre-
tensions she should lay claim to, as the future bugbear
to “thoge who might be weak enough to be deceived by
her fanciful impositions, _

}(ing received such engomiums on her appatent se-
uqusnesa, which sheimagined sufficient testimonials of a
call, she took upon herself to be a religious dictator, to.
argue religious topics, and to be a decider of religious
controversies. These new lights, in her now supposed
superiorly-animated frame, to those who were .easy of
belief and unwilling to be informed, were regarded as
prodigies; and she began to feel her superiority over
the vulgar and uninformed, who passed encomiums on
what they theémselves knew not the meaning.

Her importance also began to be disclosed by her
dreams, in which she declared the Divinity had evinced
his intentions towards - her; these, with the,aid of extra.
ordinary visions, as she confidently asserted, gave her
sufficient manifestation, that she was inspired beyond the
common credibility of human nature.

. Joanna’s conduct now proved, that vain-glory isa dlstor-
tion of the mjnd which turns theeye of the soul always up-
on ntself, butdlsca:ds all thoughts of modesty, decency, and

e e
.
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10 . HISTORY OF RELIGIOVS IMPOSTURES,
good fame, as 4t too great a distance to be distinguished 3
~ for, to Joanna’s haughty mind, 4s at this time vitiated,
81l her fellow-creatures seemed her iniferiors. -

‘Insuch a disposition, she happened; ih éweeping out her
master’s shop, to find a seal ot Which were engraven the

Jetteis 1.8, Sheé declared, that she had dreamed of this cits"

cumstance, thatthe coinclderice ¢ould bé noless thah mirk
culous, nor ¢ould the letters be otherwise designated thaa®

for *“ Joanna Southcott,” The realization of suchacircum<
stance bore down all opposition ; it were the grossest test
of inicredulity to deny it. The shop was deserted by so

-favoured a -being. She considered herself now called by
divine fospiration, atd determined to minister her in-
fasions where their most profitable effects might be ptm
Huetive, '

She, in 1792, ’b‘egan her dechratiqns, that ** her
Lotd had visited her, who promised to enter into &i
everlasting covenant with her, and told her that a vision
would be shown to herin the night !

Let s pause, * Before Jesus Christ was declared epon

“eatth, the world was petvaded by the absurd hotions of
idolatry ; and the Jews were called God’s people, be-
cause they were 4n exception to the general prac}ice.—-
Whence ‘coald such low, such unworthy notions of the
omnipotent Deity have arisen, but from the vitiated and
derogatory ideas thich human nature, ever imperfect,
had suggeésted to. itsélf of the beneficeiice and power of
an all-wise and infinite Disposer ? Such must als6 have
beenthe view in Which Joanna had been accustomed to fa-
miliarize herself with heér God! making hif the sabject
of dreatiis and Visions, to impose, alas | at some future'pe-
riod npon her fellowscreatures !

Digit\zéd by GOOS‘[@



JOANNA SQUTHCOTT. 11

We will deal, however, towards this weman, with g
more Christian spirit, than she has condescended to exer-
cise towards those who have not been purchasers of her
fraudulent baubles, which she has denominated sealss
We will hope, that her excuse is a menta] afliction, that,
at no distant period, she may he restored to her senses ;
and, suchakind Providence having been extended tawards

® her, that she may make another kind of revelation by un-
deceiving the world, particularly those who have been
weak enough to be deluded ; and, by declaring, that her
ebullitions of profaneness arose from a disordered frame

. of mind, and were the fruxls of an afflicted state of
. body. * ~

To such a state of depravity had she now arnved
that she presumed to asgert that the Lord had ap-
peared to her, not in the “ Beauty of his Holiness,” not
in the ¢ Majesty of his Power,”—not in the “ Greatness
of his Mercy,” but sometimes in the shape of 3 Cat,—
then like a Cup ! which'Joanna says she kicked to pieces ;
but thjs made her very uneasy, till she was told that they
were nothing more than the tricks of Satan, with a view .
to torment her. Her religious friends endegvoured to
imprint such notions upon her wandering ideas, and strovg
to convincg her, that she was the dupe of a diabolical
spirit, and that Satan himself was the origin of her de-
lusion. This so far set her perturbed spirit at rest for
the moment, that she reguested a meeting of her friends
to be summoned, at which the question of her sypposgd
mission might be discussed, and set at rest.

* At this meeting Joanna conducted herself with such
power and haughtiness, that the argumentum ad bominem
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bore all before it; every divinity, except that which Jo-
anna was supposed to possess, was out of the question.
The whole assembly, to the amount of fifty-eight persons,
were imediately enlisted under the new regime, and
were induced, or rather commanded, to witness the fol-
lowing most valuable document :— .

« I, Joanna Southcott, am clearly convinced that my _
calling is of Gop, and my writings are indicted by his
spirit ; it is impossible for any spirit but an all-wise God
that is wondrous in wori;iug, wondrous in wisdom, won-
drous in power, wondrous in truth, could have brought
round such mysteries so full of truth, as is in my writ-
ings: soT amclear in whom I have believed, thatall my
wrltmgs come from the spirit of the most h:gh God.

» % JoaNNA SouTHCOTT.
. Slgned in the presence of fifty-eight persons (inclu-
ding the Methodist preachers) who assented to the truth
of the statement

Joanna now assumed an unprecedented degree of
supremacy; she took upon herself the titles of * the
Bride,”—** the Lamb’s Wife,— the Woman cloathed
‘with the Sun, &c.” This was during the year 1792,
whilst she was a resident in Exeter,

It was at this time also that Joanna, according to her
own account, began to be ¢ strangely visited day
and night, concerning what was coming upon the whole
earth.” ‘I was,” says she, * here ordered to set it
down in writing, I obeyed, though not without strong
external opposition ; and so it has continued to the pre-
sent time ” (1811.)
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JOANNA SOUTHCOTT. _ 13

_The following we think some of the most sensible
remarks ever suggested to her:—

« In 1792, my sister told me I was going out of my -
senses; Shesaid, ¢ You say there will be a war. Who
shall we go to war with? , The French are destroying
themselves. As to the dearth of provisions you speak of,
vou are wrong; for corn will come down very low; I
could not make 4¢, 6d. a bushel of the best wheat this
year. As to the distresses of the nation, you are wrong ‘
there; for England was never in a more flourishing state
than it is- at present.” I answered, ¢ Well, if it be of
God, it will come to pass, however likely or unlikely it
may appear at present. If not, I shall hurt no one but
myself in writing it, I am the fool, and must be the
sufferer, if it be not of God. 1If it be of God, I would
not refuse for the world, and am determined to err on
the safest side.” My sister thought she should err on the
safest side, by preventing me from doing it; and said,
1 should not do it in her house. However, I took advan-
tage of her absence ; and, in 1792, I wrote of what has
since followed in this nation and all others; but the end
is not yet.——1I left my writings at Plymtree, and came
back to Exeter. -

¢ In 1793, the war broke out; and in this year, three
.remarkable things happened, which I had written of in
1792. These events strengthened my Jndgment that it
was of God ; for it was said, * Whatever I put into thy
mouth, I wxll do upon the earth.” : ,
From this period Joanna ngan to attach to herself in-
numerable converts, who all subscribing to the Ways and
Means, Joanna’s firances were amply increasea; for it
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seems that Folly now began to pay more than ordinary
court to this pretended administratrix of salvation; her
seals sold in a very syrprising manner. Beatitudes were
purchaseable at from twelve shillings .to one guinea per
head !

Credulity is the common failing of inexperienced vir-
tue; he, therefore, who is spontaneonsly suspicious, may
be justly charged with radical corruption ; for, if he bas
not known the prevalency of dishonesty by information,
nor had time to observe it with his own eyes, whence
can he toke his measures of judgment but from himself?
wCertainly.—But when evidence, palpable evidence,
decidedly informs him in what-quarter not only suepicion,
but stubborn fact stalks in all the majesty of impudeace ;
would it not appear the greatest mark of vacnity of '
intellect, not to be apprehensive of, and to guard against -
such corruption of principles and cootagious injury by
the most penetrating depravity ?~—considering that there
is no ambitien, however petty, no wish, however absurd,
that by indulgence will not be enabled to overcome the
influence of unsuspecting virtue, How necessary, then, is
it to point out to such, in time, the pitfalls of treachery !

The pride of ignorance is of the worstkind ; and sorry
are we to say that the pride of Joanna and her followers
is of this stamp. We will try if their makims can be ana~
Jyzed.

Let us try by the Scripture. Nothingappears to imply
any authority to such beings as Joanna. On the contrary,
the Almighty, in bis expostulation with the Jews on
#heir causeless revolt, uses the following expressions, very
applicable ta our present purpase i
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W.- i .
¢ T had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right
weed ;—how then art thou turned in.to the degenerate
plant of a strange vine unto me? For though thou wash
thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thiae ini-
quity is marked before me, saith the Lord God.

¢ How canst thou say I am not polluted, I have
not gone after Baalam? See thy way in the valley, from
what thou hast doae ; thou art a swift dromedary traver-
sing her ways; a wild ass used to the wilderness, that
souffeth up the wind at her pleasare; in her occasion
who can tarn her away ? all they that seek her will not
weary themselves; in her mouth they shall find her.
«taying to a stock, “ Thou art my father;’’ and to a
stone, ¢ Thou hast brought me forth.”

** They bave turned their backs upon me, and not
‘their face : but in the time of their trouble they will say,
ke Arise, and save us.”’

* But where are the gods that thou hast made thee?
Let them arise if they can save thee in the time of thy
trooble. . Wherefore will ye plead for me }—Ye have all
transgressed against me,” saith the Lord.—JEr. ii. v. 21.

« They have chosen their 6wn ways, and their soul
delighteth in abomination. I also will choose their de-
lusions, and will bring t}ieir fears upon thee, because,
when I called none did answer ; when I spake they did
not hear; but they did evil before mine eyes, and chose
that in which I delighted not.—Isa1an, Ixvi,'v. 8.

The Stripture, it is plain from the above quotations,
will ot suit to analyze Joanna or her principles. Let
s try her by the maxims of morality. The following tale
is very much to our purpose ;-
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"¢ When the plainsof India were burnt up by a leng
continuance of drought, Hamet and Raschid, two neigh-
bouring shepherds, faint with thirst, stood at the com-
mon boundary of their grounds, with their flocks and
herds panting round them, and, in the height of distress, _
prayed for water.

¢ On a sudden, the air was becalmed, the bnrds ceas-
ed to chirp, and the flocks to bleat.  The shepherds
turned their eyes every way, and beheld a Being of
~ mighty stature advancing through the valley, whom they
knew, upon hisapproach, to be the Genius of Distribution.
In one hand he held the sheaves of plenty, and in the.
other, the sabre of destruction. The shepherds stood
~trembling, and would have retired before him; but he
called to them, with a vpice gentle as the breeze that
plays in the evening among the spices of Sabza, < Fly
not from your benefactor, children of the dust! I am
come to offer you gifts, which only your own folly can
make vain. You here pray for water, and water I will
bestow; let me know with how much you will be satis
fied. Speak not rashly; consider, that, of whatever can
be enjoyed by the body, excess is no less dangerous than
scarcity.,, When you remember the pain of thirst, do
not forget the danger.of suffocation. .Now, Hamet, tell
me your request.’ .

¢ ¢«O Being, kind and beneficent,’ said Hamet, ¢ let
thy eye pardon my confusion. Iintreata little brook,
which, in suxpnier, shall never be dry, and in winter
never overflow’ It is granted,” replied the Genius;
and immediately he opened the ground with his sabre,
and a fountain bubbled up under their feet, which scate

\
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tered its rills over-the meadows; the flowers ,renewed
their fragrance, the, trees spread a greener fohage, and
the flocks and herds quenched,their thirst.

- ¢ Then,turning-to Raschid, the genius invited him
- likewise to offer his petition. I request,’ says Raschid,
that thou wilt tarn the Ganges through my grouads, with .
all his water, and all their inhabitants,’ Hamet was
struck with the greatness of his neighbour’s sentiments, .
and secretly repined in his heart that he had not made
the same petition befere him; when he was struck with
wonder by the answer of the genius to Raschid’s exor-.
bitant request. ¢ Rash man,’ said the Genius, * be not
insatiable ! Remember that to thee there is nothing
which thou canst not use; and haw are thy waads greater
" than the wants of Hamet * Raschid repeated his greedy
desire ; at the same time,'pleasir;g himself with the
mean appearance that Hamet-would make in the presence
af the proprictor of the Ganges!

“ The genius then retired towards the river, and the
~ two shepherds stood in expectation of the event. The,
humble request of Hamet supplied him with pleaty and
happiness ; but, as Raschid was looking on his neigh-
bour with the utmost coptempt, on a sudden was heard
the roar of torrents, and it was seon discovered, by the.
mighty stream, that the mounds of the Ganges were
broken. The floods rolled into the lands of Raschid,
his plantations were, torn up, his flocks overwhelmed,
himself was swept away before it, and a crocodile devour«
ed him,”

Here are two tests by which to prove Joanna’s prin-
¢iples; and both, fqr her, have failed.—Scripture d‘en.oun_,-.

»
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18 HISTORY _orr nm.lclqus myqs-rum;s.

ces judgment on her udolstry ; and morality pomtsdut the
due punishment on dtsnmﬁed mortals, Had Joauna
been contented: with the humble sitaation in life wihch :
Providence, in its dll-wise dnstrlbutiou had appomted
for her; that Provndence would have sapportetl her -
through life, with competency and happiness; but the
moment she aimed at increase of such possessions as
must ultimately deluge the seul, and sink the insatiate
invader of divine mysteries into the gulphs of desire,
mmedlately she lost the protection of the Divine Pto-
vidence she had offended. “ The mystery of her iniquity
began to work and for this cause God sent a strong
delus:on, that she should believe a lie : that they all
xmgbt be damned’ who belxeve not the truth; but: had
p!easure in unnghteonsness 11, Thess. ii.

~ Let her adherents, who are vnlfully blinded in this
qumty, ‘beware lest, « that the wicked shall be ve-
vealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of hls mouth, and ahall destroy wnth the brightness of
his commg '

It appears that this poor besotted being to fraud and
qumty, ‘endeavoured, for a long while, ‘to ingratiate
herself w:th several dignitaries of the established church
of England, wbo uniformly despnsed her and her opi-
nions, We w:ll relate her own account of the matter,

S 1In 1792, I told the Rev. Mr. L. how 1 had been
warned of what was coming, After hearmg' me in si-
Ience, he said, It comes from the devil ; for not ‘one
thing’ whlcb you have mentioned will come to pass.
You have the war in your favour, which is all that will
cow; true of your prophecles H and the war will be

[}
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. JOANNA ROUTHCOTT. . - - 19
over in a quarter of a year. It ig“frem the devil, to
disturb your peace : Satan kiath a design .to sift you as
wheat. Yet I believe you to be 2 good woman; your
friends speak of you in the highest terms; but what
you - have said w:H never come.true, - Besides, if it were,
the Lard would never have revealed it to you. There
are a thpusand in Exeter, whom I could point out,~to
whom the Lord wauld have revealed it before he would
- to gau.”’ - Of  these oheervations I had been warned,

" before [ saw him; yet it made a deep imptession on

sy heart, tears snd prayets were my private compa-
n}ms.', But the next day, I wasanswered, * Who made
him a judge; He neither knows thee mnor thy forefa
thers, wiio walked before me with a perfect and up-
fight heart” Thusthe feeling of my heart was deeply
answered, with further sayings usedhy tnm, which ¢
present I shall hot mension.

We will dilate on: the very waluable productions of this

recondité Joanna; by which the teader will very svon be
" ¢onvinced of the temper and the abilities of this obscare
denunciating peragon againit. all but her equally-dan-
kened dubscribers s

*¢ Strange Ej‘ects_ of Faith, witk remaﬁl,dble Prophecies
miade in 1792, &c.”

« Soon aftet this, I went o St Peter’s Catbedral,

{Exeter) and heard the Rev. ® Mr, ; whose text

~ * “The names af)ova and hereafter represented by rules, are
omitted . by the printer, who scrupled to insert them, not
having the licencs of the persomduod tos”.
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o
was, Walk ye in the light, whileye have light, lest darkness
come upor you. He remarked on the neighbouring na-
tionsabroad, and on the seven churches of Asia ; made
application tathe affairs of eur own land ; and concluded
with the words of Samuel, Yet for all this, God will save
you, because ye are his people, if ye obey him ; if notemmm—
~=—As soon as his sermou’ was over, I was answered,
“ Thou must say unto him, as our Saviour said unto'Pe-
ter, * Blessed art thou, Barjonah—for flesh and blood
bath not revealed it to him, but the Spirit of God. What
he hath this day preached is the will of God. - If L. give
itup, goto him, [the Preacher} for he will not; for the
Jawsof the Lord are written in his heart.” . I had been
answered; that the truth of my writings must be brought-
to light by one man; either by ‘the Rev. Mr. L. or the
Rev. Mr, e, the Preacher aboveé-mentioned.—
This was at the end of 1793, not long after I had beea
with Mr. L. and.it was said to me, “ I-shall set signs be-
fore thee. * He that bringeth to light shall come unto
thee ; for:that shadll be the sign unto thee, my servaut,
He-shall come; for I'will so incline his heart, that my
will may be done.” But T was not to write to Mr, e
the Preacher, till Mr. L. gave it up. I told my friends
of the signs; but bound them to secresy, that no one
might be any way influenced by my writing.

* ¢ The next summer, 1794, corn grew dear, and dis-
tress began inourland. "Thus commenced the shadow of
my writings, and I was told the substance was behind.—
I then sent another letter to Mr. L.; but he’was not so
confident as in 1793, He wrote tome asfollows :  The
Lord may have revealed to you what he has' riot to me;

-
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JOANNA SOUTHGOTT. ‘21
but I am of opinion with many, weare going to see good
days,” The substance of his letter confounded me, and
made me earnest in prayer. I was answered, * He er-
reth in judgment, as wellas stumbleth in visions, to judge
that the storm is blown over.” ' I took his letter, and the
answer to it, and sealed them up together, thinking time
would shew whose words were most true, those of the
Spirit that visited me, or those of Mr. L., and such ag
joined him in opinion. .

¢ In 1795, I sent him another letter, telling him that
danger stood still before us, and that the truth of what
1 had written in 1792 was to be proved by twelve men,
Mr. L. wrote me an answer, that he had taken my im-
portant ‘question inte consideration; that all were ready
to serve me;_and that the wisest way he could think of
would be to bring the 12'men together the Monday fol-
lowing, Before thisanswer reached me, I was told, that
he had not given it up ; but that.it would not happen
according [to his words. The thoughts of their hearts
were laid open to me, and 1 was told they propused this,
.fm order to convince me of my folly. SoI was ordered to
write hit a short reply, and to go and converse with hims:
1 was told, that it should be set before me as a sign that
Mr. E. would come to my house, and invite me to his,
where I should nmieet Mr. L. All this happened accord-
ingly., The week after, it was said unto me, *If L.
come unto thee, thou hast nothing to fear from him 3 but
if thou go unto him, he will surely stu mble for he that

doth obey will come ; and when he heareth he will not -
condemn ;

© % Bat, O thnce bappy is. tbe man,
That doth beginand will ge on,

-
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.. Till ey’ry curtain be drawn b;qk,
To know, and prove, if I do speak,
"' For happy then shal! be the man,
-~ " . That doth obéy hiscall ; o
His talents five shal soon be ten,
My spirit 50 shall fall. !
Him Y'll impower from an hlgh
My Spirit he shall feel ;
The sioner’s hearts he shall awake,
The broken heart shall heal.”

* This was spoken before I had seen Mr L. Ou the
Monday following, Mr. E. came to my. house, and asked
me to cometo his. ‘Thither I went; met Mr. L. and told
him’ what reasons 1 bad for believihg my writings came
from the Lord., Mr.L.and all who were present heard
me in silence, When I had delivered my reasons, I ask+
ed his judgment.  He said, < What yoi: know not now

ou will hereafter.’ If}t be of God, we shall see more
of it; if of yourself your head is WlSel' than mine.” 1
asked bim, if he would g give up inquiry into its truth.—
He said, ¢ No; # requires time to consider of it.” The
Monday following'I asked Mr. and Mrs, L. to breakfast
at my house, but they ‘did not come. That day I was
answered thus : ' .
..“ NaW,«tell him. plam, he'a notthe msan; :
For ’tis by ———— it musf be done; .
" Back to the Church the standard all must come :
For in the altar [ was seen at first,” '
And in the altar did the glory burst;-

- Where Simeon.did the holy ehild behdldy

- Andin the altar are the plates of guld.”

““The week following Mr, L. sent me an amswer, that
he had given is up. and had rsugned tothe Minister,

e i
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who (as I shid) was chosen in kis room. This was at‘the
close of summier, 1795, At the end of the yoar I wasto
have together six men of the dissenting class, to try their
judgment. Four refused to attend, as they thought it
from the Devil, or judged me to be both & Knave and a
fool. So I had other four in'their room'; but was told, be-
fore I met the, that their judgetent would not be
right, their wisdom was too weak ; theréfore I must be .
the judge myself’; o ‘
If they believe that hell below
Such language e’er can speak ;
But back their footsteps all will trace,
And marvel what they’'ve done ;
z’_md wonder that they could not go :
In things that wereso plain.

« I was otdered to meet the six men, and read to them
how some particular chaptersof the Bible wereexplained,
witli a few prophecies, and sotne reinarkable instances of:-
my life. Every man was to keep silence for the space of
an hour, This they did; and great isthe mystery ex-
plained to me; as the watch was laid on the seals, by
which were inclosed the names of the twelve men. When
the hour was past, I demanded thejr judgewient; and
quitted the l;oom while tliey consulted. In some time
they came to me, saying, they had agreed, and must see
the prophecies. I said they should, if they judged them
tobe of God. They came again,sa;ying, they must know

_ who the’ ministers were. A third time they came, and
said, they must break the seals on the minister’s names.
T told theth that should only be donk in presence of the
twelye' tHeutsélves. But curiosity made theri break the

Digitized by GOOng



24 HISTORY OF RELIGIOUS TMPOSTURES. .
e - ==

seals ; and (thus breaking all their wisdom) they said it
was from the Devil, or myself, or they could not perceive
it to be of God 3 and therefore they persuaded me to give
it up, forgetting what I had read to them, and that they
had fulfilled | my writings. The meaning and myltery of
this meetmgl shall explain another time. .
¢ Next day I was persuaded to yield to their wudom 3
_ but | was apswered, that it shonld be fatal for me; for
the Lord would not resign to their wisdom ; therefore I
should not give it up to them. Thus I ended with the
dissenting line.

“¢ At the end of 1795, and beglnnmgof 1796, I wasor-
dered to write to.the Charch Ministers. At the time of
the general fast, I sent a letter to the Rev, Mr. —— (the .
preacher before alluded to) on the Gospel, Suppose ye,
that those Galileans were sinners above all tli_e Galileans, be-
cause they suffered these things?  The Rev,.Gentleman
sent me word by the bearer, that he would send an an-
swer by his servant, I waited nearly a week, and did
not hear from him. One day I was above-stairs writing,
and the last words I wrote vye}e. ¢“Go down and see him.”
1 went down and found him inquiring about me. I asked
bim to walk in, and said, “ Isuppose, Sir, my letter hath
surprised you.” He asked, ¢ Was it you that sent it i”
I told him, Yes, with my reasons; and that Mr. L. had
judged it from the Devil. The Rev. Gentleman said,
that nothing of what I had said to him appeared likely to
bave ‘come from the Devil. As to the dangers which I
had said stood before us, he did not seem to doubt them, :

“but said; if I was called of Gad, I ought to warn the pub,
- hic before the rod fell, asit would be of ne use afterwards,
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Thus finding the Rev. Gentleman’s conversation corres-
pond with what 1 had been foretold years before, I sent
him a letter. _

“ My faith grew strong; and I sent a letter (as I
was ordered) to the Rev. Dignitary of the Cathedral of
Exeter. 1 was assured before I sent it, he would not
answerit.

" ldreamt soon after, that 1 was in a room with a _
well-loolung gentleman and lady. On a sudden, the
door was burst open, and the devil entered in disguise,
and attempted to seize the gentleman, who fled to the
farthest part of the room,. " The devil pursued him, ene
deavourmg to put his arm round his neck ; but the gen- -
tleman pushed him off The lady and mylelf were afe
frighted, and I awoke. The next day, it was answered
me, % Tt is the Christian minister ; he will come to thee
in disguise,” I said to a person, * How differently is
my dream explained to what 1 expected ! I thought
.the above-mentioned reverend Gentleman Satan would
"X to deceive ; and 1 was answered—

¢ Thy thought of ® # ® # ® ¢ jg not mng.
For Satan will try there;

But to the purpose he will come, -
And baffle all his snares:

As thou didst dream he pushed him o!',
He Satan will defy.

He will appear, the truth to clear,
And stedfast he will stand.

Be not surpriz’d at the disguise,
That he may take in band.

So now I bid thee go to home,
And shew thy writing there;

And, sudden as thy garden dream,
’ T'll make him to appear.”
' B
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* “The last’ thmg I had written was, that Ishould see
Fim the ‘dext day.’ Bemg then at work, Mrs. T sen;
me word a gentleman desired to speak with ' me,. He
\vés d:spléhsed and’ said, 4 man had been at his Bouse,
shdtbld him " bad prophesied lies: that, if 1t were 50,
3t tould not éotne from God ; and I was commntmg {he

""sin against the Holy Ghost, and he doubted not I should

fose my senses. Mrs. T. said, she knew not of any. hes
I'had Rrophesned but she knew that I had” told of
them: He said, ‘that was very surpnsmg. Such had
Been theii conversation before I came. When t came,
¥ found it to be the Rev. Mr: ', whom I ex-
Qected, and he repeated his words,,to me, I told him he
Hidd been mnsmformed as to the senge of my wo\'ds,,am}
%xplamed partxchlars to him. He sald « ‘l‘hfn your
prophec:es were not false," yet he reasonrd thh me
on the datx&er “of! my procetdmgs if 1 were not called
- of God. * ch‘mg he could’ not convince me it was not
df the Lord be sau{ “ Then why don’t you Bave your
writings proved> "You will wait till you brmg the
swoid, tire: p‘!ague, and the fémHIE, upoh us. - If you
cannot get twelve, get six, I wﬂl. megt ~with any.”
I said, ¢ Sir, it must be iwelve,” "He sard, * Then let
it be twelwe 5 biub:du’ net: wait tilt yeu- bring the sword
upon us” I said. 1 would not, if the ministers would
prove them.—I was convmced Lha-h be had dlsgmsed his
real sentiments, -and had-thus priomised.. to ‘éxamine my
writings, thmkmg to conviace me of my folly-

¢ ot

« So, thou see’st ptain, that he dld mean
Fo *stay thy written hand: -

To please a fool, he'd bger rulé,’
Till he could ail command.
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. Thatis to see the mystery, . . . -
And then convince the whole,

" It'was to lay thy follies by, o

. Made hlm the cause uphold oo R

A

;" As these word; were revealed to me, L admmd
'hls‘._v‘vndom, patience, and prudence; and thought
Heaven could not direct me to a wiser or better minister ;
for he that can conguer his own pasdions is-a greater |
hero than. hif who taketh a city. He.must be a good
man that can so céndescend to convince a fool of her
folly. But he knew not my strong reasons fpor judging
my writings to be'of God.

- ¢« The May following, two rbmgs ha‘ppen‘ed as-had
been predicted. 1 went to the above minister’s house,

and put a letter inte his hand, saying, “Slr. as you .

doubt what Spirit Iem led by, be pleased: to keep this
letter till the end of the year ; you will theh judge of
jts trath.” This he consented to do, At the end of the
year 1796, what I had written of eame ito pasc. He
then said to me, * Formery, if it were asked of a
prophet, how the wars would tend, he couM tell you,
Now if you can inforn me of v\ha; will [hﬂppen in Italy
or England, [ shall believe you.”—The next day I was
earvieat in prayer, that the Lovd'iwovld auswet his"in-
quiries § -and they wete so. T .sent hiwh the answew,
whieh was ¢ompletely filfilled, as w0 Italy apd England
in"1797; butthe three sheets of writing, ‘Which ¥ guné
kim; *fotetold affairs-for »yeare to: uome, ‘and . ppoke ndch
of the present perivd.’. ST N
- »Phe follewing sphing, ¥797, i!uwa letter 40 -a.sdcoed
Dighitamy of the Beeter Cachedrul, 7 e sefvant . o

-
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turned it to me, saying his master would not be ip
Exeter to receive it till the next week. I then sent
it again, and met the like disappointment ; but the letter
‘'was left, | was now auswered, that I should have the
same dissatisfaction when he came to Exeter, and that ,
both Digninries would treat my letters with contempt,

“ Thus both will thee decelve,
But shall they laugh thee unto shame,
For what thou dost believe ?
If they agree to laugh at thee,
Their laughter I shall turn;
And in the end, thou’lt find these men,
Like thee, will sorely mourn.
Thou build’st so high, that none can fly,
To rob thee of thy brood. '
The fowler’s net cannot come nigh;
Nor can the shooter’s load.
Tho’ heavy charges men prepare,
And point them from their breast ;
They are afraid to let them off,
Lest they their aim should miss.
Besides they fear, I may he there;
And terror stops the blow:
Thus I thée guard from every snare,
And that they all shall know.”

. *In this manner from simple types and shadows, I
was foretold how every man would act; and that I
had' nothing to fear, as no man would burt me, if the
truth of my writings should provoke them to anger,

¢ These promises, and the proofs of the truth of my
writings, strengthened my confidence in the Lord;
but I have often marvelled, why 1 was ordered to send
0 Ministers who would not give themselves the trouble
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of searching out the ‘trath ; and, for this réason, have
often doubted whether the calling were of Ged, or net,
But the pondering.of my-heart was thus answered :

¢ How can the fruit be ever try’'d?
How can the truth: be e'er applied?
The godly men will so decay,
If T shall prove as weak as thee.
1 say, the fruit shall surely fall : .
Let##8#424 g1and, and hear his ca.ll; —
And now a Moses let him he, :
Or else my judgments all shall’ lee H
" Then all together you may feast :
And all together fast;" . B T ¢
T’ll bring a mystery in the end,
That shall for ever last.” =
¢¢ These words were delivered to me in 1796, in.ane
swer to a sermon, preached on the 20th of May, by
the first mentioned Dignitary, to whom .1 had sent a
Jetter. I fancied that he reproached me in his ser-
.mon; and his words pietced my heart. I marvelled,
that a Gentleman, to whom I had appealed, should
decline seeing me to convince me of my error, if I were |
. wrong; aund in_ ;ohtary tears, 1 reputed the words of
David,

¢ Since godly men decay, O Lord,
Do thou my cause defend ;

For scarce these wretched times afford = - -
One just and faithful friend.”

* | was answered s ' L

¢ Since godly men do so decay,
And thou dost sore complain, )

Then the good shepherd shall sppear, .
The sheep for to,redesm; . Sl
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"So men,l see, do st*ttd Inwond$r,
While angels also gaze;

Satan broke man's bliss asundet; *
Man wandereth in a male.

So, with amaze, youall may gez&T
The angels wonder here.

You cannot see the mystery,
Nor find the Bibleclear.

, There Eden*s tree you shall see

Preserved for your sake ;

The flaming sword is God's own word) *
Twill break the serpent’s neck.” it

*“ Thus,fby types, shadows, dreams, and visions* | have
been led on, from 1792, to the present day wbaroby
the mysteries of the Bible, vrith that futuredpetiniesgf
“nations, have been revealed tome, which will all; term**
Data in the Second Coming of Christy andlthe day cf

Judgment, when the seven thoosand yeatraare endo<jUv t
" Now, should men say, .aU.th&by thesisdone™ t ~
Thy head is wiser than each mortal’s son. _V
And if they say it cometh from the Deuvil,

Then plainly tell them, that their faults are evil
, . Star Satan’s wisdom never lay so deep; ( ;
Yet to thyself thou must the secret keep.
Butif men say, it cometh from on high,
My judges shall appear, the truth to try.
Thenin thy faith be stedfast still, ¢
With salt be reason’d weU. o/
Remember thy baptismal vow,
, And triumph over hell.
Your Captain too shall quickly COMEe
And bring alltoan end, ;
And fin his glorious Empire o%er
The wise, whose hearts will bend.
As in a humble manger here,
Kings did their Sovereign see, o
So my low handpaaid doth appear -4 uiow
To all a mystery.

;hom
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Now* can you longer make dispute,
From whence you hear the sound ?
Thus &tan must henceforth be mutt,
Nor talk the faithful down.
The reasons ail are none at at(
Of those that won’t believe:
Thus when the Bible forth | calf,
What answer will you give V9

If our 'readers can bear much more of Joanna’s lucu-
brations upon her Exeter mission, we will recommend to
their attention the following

“ | omitted to mention, in the proper place* that, at
the endof 1794,1 had a strange vision.—Assoon as | had
laid down in my bed, a light came over the room. |
iooked at the window; but saw no light proceed from
thence. | looked at the door, to see if any one was en»
tering with a candle; but nb person was there. The
room now appeared to me to be full of lighted candles,
banging, in candlesticks, on lines crossing the room. |
covered my head with the bed-clothes, and then saw a
spacious room, with a chandelier of many brandies, and
lighted lamps sparkling with great lustre. In the midat
of the room stood a large table, with large lighted can-
dles thereon, so that the light equalled the noon-day. |
exclaimed, *What can this meani9 | was answered,
PArise and shine, for the light is come, and the glory
of the Lord is risen.”

D The next day (being perfectly awake) | was order-
ed to write down my vision, which wasthus explained to
m e ‘That my writings must be proved by twelve
men; and, when met for that purpose, that the candle
Would burn brightly among them, and the spirit of wis-
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dom and onderstanding be given them ; for as the day
of Pentecost:was to the disciples, so should that'day be
to them ; and ‘every one present should’ see it was the
Lord’s doing.” - The names of the appointed twelve F
put.into the hands of one of the six persons mentioned,
and charged thet not. to break thé seals upon them
" till the twelve.were assembled.: However {(asIsaid be<
fore) .the watch that was laid.on the: seals wds removed,
and the seals broken thrdugh unbelief; so that darkness
¢ame upon theminds of them. Thus is the. mystery ex-
plained; that this ¢ircumstance is set ata'watch beforo'
mankind, .

. “The harkest of 1796 was rcmarkab}y good an&
great plenty followed: And it was said unto’ me; “As
they (the-men mentioned) kept silence for the space
of one howr, the: Lord has withheld the rain in time oi’
harvest! . . - e

L

¢ Now, if this pubhcatxon awakens the Mnmsters ‘to

- search out the ttuth, or the Rev. Mr, — (tha
preacher) return to the examination of my writings, the
next three' following harvests are promised to be pentiful.
¢ Prove me now, (saith the Lord,)and try mre, if I will
not shower down blessings upon you” But, if the many
traths laid before you, with the threatenings put into the
hands of Ministers, do not'awaken them to search out the
truth, the Lord will fulfil his word. S :

% If by the wise men I am mock’d now,
Like Herod’s fury, Il fulfil my vow. =~ * « - '
Who my anger shall appease, . LTl
. Ifalldeny my will? .
My thunderbolts shall loudly roll, )
&nd men’s proud hearts shall chill.”
2

-
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“ Now, lot the reader look deep into the mystery* and
behold what Divine Wisdom bath directed me to show
to mankind* | was foretold how Ministers would act,
and that the truth would be brought to light by one
man* | was now ordered to have my writings copied,
and put into the Printer's hand* This | did; and ther
veity .dey | had given them to the Printer* the chosen
Minister returned to Exeter* | thought | would nottend
to him till the bpok Was printed ; but was answered*
I:How weak isthy judgment!" and wasordered to send
fo him next day*.  found he was ofifeaded by my put-
ting his name in the newspaper* Hesaid, if | published
hi* natoe,’ he had done with me; otherwise he would
comply with my request* Two friends of mine wreta
to him, of the truth of my writings; and* athie request,
{.waited on him with one of my Friends* ' Her said, he
found argument fruitless, in persuading me to step my
band* and should argue with me no mprt* He bade tne
got tb* writings of 179.2 copied out* as he could not sat
the original* before Ministers* who would not attend to
itutoctfcript* which they could not read ; and they Would
dot trust to, what | should read to them. Therefore, he
bade me open the seals on the writings of 1792* and send
them with the fair copy; and if the Ministers he con*
otilted should judge them to be of God, | might have
t.velve or fourteen afterwards*

t€ When | returned home, | was ordered to follow his
advice, remembering what had been told me in 1793,
“ 1 will direct theeto a man* whose talents are greater
than thine; he shall have five talents; he shall direct
thee." So 1 had my writings broken open before wit-
nesses, marked* copied, and some part sent to him*
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* The week after [ waited on him again. He said,
what I bad sent was not enough te convinte ' Ministers,
and T must open the seals set in 1794 and 1795. The
mext day (Sunday) I waserdered to have them opened
in the presence of twelve witnesses, who were to set their
names on them. Three weeks were then allowed him,
to examine, to consult Ministers, and to judge whether
- the writings were of God or not.
¢ Soon after, T was ordered to write to threé¢ Mxmsters,
(the letters will be hereafter given,) and I was told it
would be fatal for me, for time and eternity, if I did not
publish my writings, should these Ministers remain si~
Jent seven daysafter. It was said to me, ‘I do not need
the Ministers to prove whether they be of God or not;.
for that shall be proved by the truth. But thisI com-
mand thee to do, to keep thee from the snares of men,
who may charge and condemn thee for imposture ; say-
ing, thou hast signed thy name to what thou hast not writ-
ten. I have so ordered every truth to be made plain,
that no man can prove one false report in tby wnt:ngs, or
dispute what spirit inspires thee. Thy writings must be
submitted to the judgemeh_t: of learned Ministers of my
word. Let them be disputed before they be proved ;
let Ministers be the judges, and common men the wit-
nesses and jury, to try the truth of this ordination. All
. thou hast done, and all the letters thou hast sent, have
proceeded—Readers, pray attend to the profaneness
which follows in the words of this miserable visionary !
—from the command of the King of Kings; the Lord
of Lordl, the Everlastmg Father, the Prince of Peace,
the M:ghty Counsellor, and the Desire of every nation,’
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36 HISTORY OF RELIGIOVS IMPOSTURES.

“ When I sent the letters to Ministers, it was said to

me, that-if thésp thiogs were mot of God, their hearts
should be worked on to stop my hand in seven days; and
if they did not, I should-wait.no longér than New Year's
Day (Old Style) 1801, and then have it printed, to be
judged of by the world at large, to try the wisdom of
men, and to let them see what wisdom there is in the
Lord, of whom it is written in the Psalms, :

¢ God in the great assembly stand;, :
Where his impartial eye
In state surveys the earthly gods,
And doth their judgements try.”
New-Year’s Day arriving, and the Mlmstera to whom I
wrote remammg silent, I consxder thexr sllence 3s evi-
dence, that they cannot prove what 1 said not to be from
the Lord, and haye therefore publlshqd as ] was directed,”

«The following: is a copy of the letter I sent to the -

‘Rev. Mr. , at Heavitree :— .

S Snr,—l have sent you many letters, wherem you have

kept silence, as being ata loss from what hand they were
“indited. You judged it sirange, Sir, the Lord should re-
* veal his secrets to a woman; but when you come to the
~ knowledge of your Bible, you will notJudge it strange at

all.  You first _)udged it came from the wisdom of man ;
’ and therein 'you erred as much as the former, for was
every manon earth a So]omon for w15dom, ‘they could
not bhng round such a mystery as is in my writings, and
make every truth agree. If there ever was so much wna-

dom in man, he must be a fool to give_the praise to anoy.
o t_her, and not take to himself the merit due to hlmse}f—r
Now I shall come to the purpose. Thecentary is eqdqgi ‘
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the seals are cut -open in the presence of. six ‘witnesses
(what was written in 1792) and marked out, and copied!
What was written in 1794, till 1795 and -1797, and nailed
aip in a box, is. broken open in the presence of twelve
-witnesses ; and they have signed their names to all the .
‘writings ; so that, if the originals be demanded, no man
can be decejved. Some of them were copied out, and
sent to the Rev. Mr, ===, So here the century ends
with men. If those. Ministers that | have written to de
pot go to Mr, —— before the year ends to the old styls,
and prove these writingsare: pot from the Lord, their si~
lence gives consent “that it is of God, and they will be
-made public, The Lord wasbut seven days makidg the
-world, .and rested on one of them; and he willatlow np
Jonger for man than seven days to judge ‘of hid. workssg
.80 Iam compelled to warn you all, ivhat you dd‘'you must
do quickly; or for ever after.hold your tongues. When
-you hear me make public to the wgr;ld that it is the®. - . -,

t

# 41 am sorry my intentions cannot be fulfilled, by giving to
.he public ip print the whole contents of the above, and of
other letters hereafter. The Printer declines ¢opying them
fully. He tells me, that, however perfect my conviction may
be; that what I have written is of God, and however strong my
“resolution may be to hazard all consequences ju its publication,
et he has received no supernatural instructions, and therefore
feels not, in this case, any degree of the spirit of mnrtyrdom
within him ;" for which reason he chooses to decline | giving any
porson the power of making this publication a haudle for vent-
ing the ill-humour .of ;political disappointment upon him.~
This partof my writings, however, he has perused; and pro-
mises, if he finds them' fulﬁlled to bea.r unpamal tesuxnony to
ﬁheu veratityd - - -
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that are bringing down the judgmentsof God . 4,
b8 0 e O S T
;adtheywn”brmgthe N IR T RPN
_mpon themselves,e—r~-Now, if any Ministers that 1 have
mritign to cap deny the truth of these things, let them
bring forth their arguments, and shew their strong res-
sons ; or let them be silent. before the Lord, and say we
<cannat anawer thee ane word of a thovsand in all the let-
gers thow hast sent us, For, be it knowa unto you, and
#0 all men, it is the Lord’s deing, however marvellous it
may appear in yaur eyes . My writingsare in the bands
" of Mr. e, thet yon are to judge, if you think pro-
jper, ia the tims | have mentioned. I will give itup to
no man’s judgment afier the seven days are.expired,
but shall publish them as | bavesaid. '[ have under-
;sanding as well as you all, neither am 1 a whit behind
you;’ but ye.have all been jydges of what ye know ac-
thing about, I am clear from the blood of all men ; and
‘ am, with the greatest respect, your humble servant,
Joanunas Seurncert.!
L The following is a copy of a letter sent to one of the
Dignitaries of the Cathedral of Exeter:— :
' ¢.Jan, 4, 1801,
¢ Rev. Sir,
~ *Ibeg fiberty to say uvato you, (as the Voice
said unto Paul,) Why persecutest thoume? Iitis hard for
thee, Q Payl, (q kiek egainst the pricks. And it is bard
“for you, 8ir, to fight against God, through unbelief.—
Youhave done it, till almost 3 ., . is come on the poor ;
andif you continue, you wjll bring the , « o oR the sich ;
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what was coming upon the earth. lobeyed the sum*
moos, and have been writing ever since what the Lord
would do upon the earth; And this hath been sealed up
every year; and now the ceptury is ended with men ;
and by the old style it will end with the Lord. My seals
have been opened in the presence of twelve witnesses*
and marked, and copied out* and sent to the Rev. Mr.
', for him to consult with* Ministers from what
spirit they judged itcame. Now, Sir, | was ordered to
write to you, the bringing
down the judgments of God on the food* as you find in
my prophecies. And this lam going to publish to the
World, unless the Ministers that | have written to meet
together, and prove the writings are not of God, in the
spice Ofseven days, which ends with the New Year**
Day to old style. If they can prove that | am wrong by
that time,  will give up to their wisdom ; but not after
to anyone’sjudgment, till | see the end of another year:
for-the Lord will begin with a new century ; and I will
seetohat he will do, before Twill hearken to any man's
judgment. Now, Sir, ifyouare as great a friend toyour
King and Country as you preached, you will diligently a
search out the truth of these things; but you have no
longer than New Year's Day to the old style. |am, with
the greatest respect, your humble servant,
“Jan/b, 1801

.To enumerate the various motives to deceit and injury
Would be to count all the desires that prevail among the
sons of men ; since there is no ambition, however petty,
no wish, however absurd, that by #(%+*7!(2! &#**not

*
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of one premises. In the Times of the 10th of Septem-
ber* 1814, is the following paragraph : **J oanna SouthF
cott. It is stated of one of the betiems in this poor
w<man's pretensions, named Edward Penny, who was
a respectable yeoman at Inglebourn, near Totness,
that he had a small freehold of his pwr” inde-
pendent of a large farm he rented® and was doing
we 1, when, becoming a follower of this wpman, he
put such implicit faith in her predictions, (.that in the
ensuing year there would be neither earing nor harvest.
As the world was to be destroyed,) that the poor fel-
low thought he would save his seed-wheat, and ab-
solutely let all his land ky idle. When rent-d*y came
he was obliged to part with a proportion of his own
property, to pay the rent of the farm he occupied :
he never recovered the blow, but sunk gradually in
the worlds until obliged to solicit relief from the rigid
band of parochial charity.*

Appealing, then, to the philanthropy of our readers,
whether, in conducting this work, we may not be, in
a great measure, instrumental, with our fellpw labourers
ni the same benevolent cause, in ascertaining the motives
of Joanna's Disciples, by the complete exposure of her
dogmatical absurdities; which, however we may be ip?
duced to pity in kerf we shall think it our boppden
duty to condemn in them ; for they have no affliction
to plead in excuse ; we shall consider their conduct
to abound in the broadest tints of corruption, and as
such, to merit due execration, as aln“ost the murderers of
the minds of their fellow-creatures.

After thus far premising the object of our labour

Digitized by Goog Ie



44 MISTORY. OF RELIGIOUS INPOSTURES.
e Y
we shall proceed in our recital, by stating, that Joanna’s
. spirit atill aspired beyond common comprehension, and.
the underwritten are some of its ebullitions,

 These are the first of the writings made in 1790,

¢ The Reader will observe, that the following is printed
word for word according to the original. Worldly-
minded Critics may cavil at the language ; but I have
been ordered thus to give it the world, < to try the
" heads of the learned.” The Lord hath spoken to men,
asmen: and I am only permitted to allow the printer
to omit such parts. as (thro’ fear of man's anger) he
may be unwilling to insert.

¢ Quench not thé spirit; despise not prophecy; for
the time is come, that your women shall prophecy,
young men shall dream dreams, your old men shall see
visions ; for the-day of the Lord is at hand. The day
is mgh at hand, that shall burn like an oven; and all
the wicked shall be burnt up. as stubble, whose fan isin
‘h_ls hand; T will thoroughly purge the floor; I will
~ gather my wheat into his garner, and burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire. Awake them that sleep ; arise
from the dead, and Christ will give them life.”
- ¢ This I have penned as the Lord hatl; directed me 3
for there is none holy as the Lord, neither is there
any rock like our God,’ '
We discover that this poor creature mingled various
portions from the sacred Scriptures, which she bad for-
merly imbibed in her former religious acquaintance,
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et e —
because they have net kmown the visitation of the -
Lord.” As soon as these words came to me I trembled,
and was afraid of his majesty and greatness. Tears of
bumiliation ran down my eyes, and a holy fear seized
my soul. . I wept bitterly, and wondered at his divine
goodness. to such an unworthy creature as I was, But
these words were answered me; ¢ I have seen all thy
enquiries to know my will and obey it ; and now I will
reward . thee. Dost thou -believe it —¢ I cried epe
¢ Yes, Lord ; if it be thy voice, I do believe it ; for
know theu art not a man to lie, tor the son of .man to
be waveting. I have -always found thee a God, like '
thyself, Taithful to thy word, and. faithfal to thy pro=
nriges,'~~'6 1 was answered, ‘ Dost thou think I will
now.? I said, ¢ Yea, Lord;-if it be thy word, I know
thow wilt. Thou hast been fhithful to thy word
shroughout the Bible, in every age of the world ; -a God,
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.’ ““I wasan.
swered, ¢ This thou believest, and this thou shalt find
the; faithful to my word, asd faithful to my promises
_aud newt Sunday will I fulfil my promise at my table—
_* which, I bless God, I felt remarkably, and waited
with a bbly longing for the blessed promise made by
Jesus Christ. I then made a solemn vow to God, to be '
obedient to* all his commands, as far as I saw his
righteows witl' concetning me, earnestly praying that
I might aet-be deceived by my own weak understand-
ing, nor deceived by the arts of Satan, praying that
the Lord would keep me from every evily and from the
evil of sin’; that I may be kept, as Mary, humble at the
Jeot of the Lords=] was amswered, ¢ If pride. rise ia thy
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hedrt, Satan shall humble .thee ; but thou -sayest, thou
hast found me a God like myself : and so thou.shalt,’—
1 said, ¢ Lord, I believe it; and pray thee; keep me
the remainder of my life; that I may drink deep in the
8p rit of my dear Redeemer, and, as for aé the earthly
tan bear the image of the heavenly. so far may: I bear thy
image.— 'I'his was the prayer and desire of my “soul, that
¥ may know bis voice and obey it.’ : .

¢ One motning when 1 awoke, these. Words ‘were

sounded in my ears: ¢ Wake, ye ministers; mourn, ye
“priests ; for the day of the Lord is at hand’—I thought
1 heatd the sound of preaching in my ears : ‘ The Lord
is awake, as one out of sleep ; the voice of the Lord will
shake tesribly the earth. - The sins. of the world have
provoked the Lord to anger. He.will go foith.as a
flaming fire; he will be wrath, as in:'the.'valley of
Gibeon," until he hath brought forth Jndgement unte
victory.* .

 These words were so dreadful in my eats, that. they
made me tremble, and 1 was earnest in prayer to God,
t6 know if these jodgments were coming upou the earth.
I was answered, ¢ I will shew thee in: visions, " this night,
what I will do.> * I went to bed ; I dreumi nothing, and
thougbt I had listened to the voice of- a stranger, and
not of God.”—1.was answered, ¢ The night is far
spent ; the day isat hand; lay ‘thee down and sleep
‘again’—* So I did, and dreamed .l .wids on a high
mountain, and saw the sky as bright as noon.day sum,
andtwo men came out of the olouds, with :lohg robes
of puiple and . scarlet, with crowns 'of gold.on. their
heads and swords in their hands, standing.in-'the sky,

S
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Two men came out with heavy horses, and spoke to
those. that stood on the clouds, and seon after rode
away, like lightning, in the air. Soon after [ saw’the
men on horseback coming out of the clouds, as fast as
they could, till the whole skies were covered with men
in armour, and spears glittering in the air. { thought I
looked down, and saw the world in confusion, men in
armour riding -fast. This dream alarmed me; and I
was meditating with what divine majesty and splendor
our dear.Redeemer was coming intothe world. Once he
came meek and lowly, persecuted by men ; but now he
will come as a prince and a king, conquering and to
conquer. Once he came ‘meek and lowly, riding on an
ass; byt now he will eceme riding in the chariot of his
everlasting Gospel. But who can abide the day of his
- soming, or who can abide the day of his wrath? The
saints:shall see it, and rejoice ; for he will gather the
wheat in the garner, and burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire.—Then I was answezed this psalm ;==

¢ Ask, and receive thy full demands;
Now shall the heathen be,

The utmost limit of the lands
‘Shall be possess'd by thee,

I'll crush them every where,
As massy bars of iron break

'The potter’s britue ware.’

¢ This made me earnest in prayer to God, to know if

this was Christ’s second coming into the world, to call

in his antient -people, the Jews, * Is thy last coming when

thou comest to judge the world in righteousness? * I was

answered, - ¢ Thou hast judged right? ¢ In prayer and .
. - H

‘%
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praises I speat the day. In the night in my bed, it was
said te me, ‘I will shew thee a vision this night, that
shall make the ears of those that hear it to tingle.” I
went to bed ; dreamed nothing, It was answered, ¢ The
night is far spent ; :ne day is at hand, Lay thee down
tosleep again,’ ‘I was restless and uneasy, and did not
believe tin. Lord has it said, and thought it was: the
Devil, to deceive me, .and continned restless from three
till past five, I thep fell asleep, and dreamed I bad
somethiug in my hand. I let it fall, and it turned into
6 cup, and whirled up and down the room. At last it
turned into a cat, which 1 kicked to picces, and grew
angry in my dream, and said, ‘Satan, this is thy mira-
cles; this is_ the way thpu deceivest the world, by
whirling them in empty ajr,that neither touch top not bot-
tom.’ When [ awoke, I was grigved, aud afraid 1 had
sinned in going to sleep; but I was answered, it was
the Lord’s permission, to shew I might see Satan’s mi-
racles, how he deceived the world. This m adethe
ways of the Lord appear more to be admired; and I
meditated on ‘my past vision, with what glory I saw the
Lord in the air, and wztk what swszncsc thc angels seemed
to obey him, This set all-my soul op fire, and 1 wished I
could fly in the air to the Lord, and fall at the feet of
my dear Redeemer.—A powerful -yojce ca]led me, Jo-
anna, Joanna, the angels n;;ozced at tlly bzrtla thy Saviour
‘anbraccd thee. Dost thou think thou cunst love him as he
lovcd thee ? _These words went through my soul, and 1
cru-d nuf ¢ No,_ it is that, drawed my heart after him in
/ strong ,fanth. :

“ 1 went to. bed, and was answered, ‘I will shew
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thee in vision this night.” “ I dreamed I was in an or-
chard where were trees standing together, the branches
were joined one in the other, and the fruit was fallen, I
thought I was going to take them up: I-thought the
Lord said to me; “ Open the shells; but thou shalt not
taste of the first fruits ; it is not good.’ I thought I opened
the nuts; for they were like French nuts, but they were
withered and dry, and a black veil round them. Thée
Lord said to me, ¢ The fitst fruits are fallen; they are
not good. Look up, and jthou wilt see berries; and
when they are ripe they will be good.” I looked up,
and saw berries like the berries of potatoes; and went
to a house, where I saw the Lord. He rase up, as one out
of sleep, and told me to go, and mrind all I had seen.” I
awaked,”
" % Fhe same night, I dreamed I was on the sea; and
X saw a large oven full of meat; and the stopper broke; and
the meat swam on the sea in abundance. When I awoke,
I was answered, ¢ Thy dreams pugsle thee; but wars and
tumults shall arise fiom abroad and at home; The sea

shall be Iadén with ships, many shall break in pieces, '

and thousands shall launch in the deep, As to the
dream of the fruit, couldst thou look into the hearts of
men, thou wouldst see them, as the fruit, withered.?

_¢ Another night, I dreamed I saw my father sweeping
-out the ba}n floor clean, and would not suffer the wheat
to be brought in the barn. He appeared to me to be
in anger. When I awaked, I was answered, ‘It is thy
Heavénly Father is angry with the land ; and if they do
not repent, as Nineveh did, they shall sow, but they
shall not reap; neither shall they gather into their
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barns.. There shall come three years, wherein there shall be
neither caring nor harvest.” * :
_ **Another night it was said unto me, ‘¢ Lwill shew thee
in dreams of my anger against the nations.” I, dreamed
I bad adish in my hand, with dirt in it; and some one
throwed Aoncy over it ; and the children eat it, for the
sake of the honey, whick made me sick. 1 awoke with
my dream. I was answered, * So sick is the Lord of the
world. They eat the honey and the poison together.’

‘¢ Another night I dreamed I heard heavenly music
- sounding in my ears, and a flock of sheep was gathering
round it. When the music ceased,. the sheep leaped for joy,
and ran together, shaking their heads; and one shook his
head almost off, and scemed to have nothing- but ears. I}
went towards them, and awoke. I was dnswered,
¢ The sheep were the servants of the Lord ; for they
would be convinced, and trast no more their own un-
derstanding, but be all ears, to hear what the Lord saith.”

«® Another night I dreamed I had alarge bird, full of
large feathers of brass gilded ; and the bird flew down
on the room where I was. 1 thought to pluck some of
the feathers, but found it impossible to pluck one, ot
break one, I could net think there was any interpreta~
tion of this dream ; but I was answered, ¢ It is the deter~
mined will of tbe Lord, that cannot be altered, nor will
he be pacified without repentance.” I thought with my~

# This book has been commanded to be printed like the '
.original, WITHOUT ALTERATIONS, except in the second page,
which was 2 blank leaf, wherein communication has beea ld-
ded, which is to be read after the above.
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self, why then did I dream I tried to pluck the feathers or

break them? I was answered, ¢ Thou hast strove to alter
the decrees of Heaven concerning thyself, but to no purpose,
The will of the Lord must be done in thee, and by thee Thu
my soul would gladly obey.

“ The same night I dreamed [ saw a little bird peckmg
the featkers of the great birds; but this was not explain-

ed. As] wasin earnest prayer to know what all this

meant, and where it would end, a heavenly joy filled my
soul, as though a company of angels had been singing im
my ears these words : ‘ :
Vs
¢ What good news the angels bring {
What glad tidings of our King!
Christ descending from his throne,
To bring his Father’s glory down.
Saints shall see it and rejoice ;.
Hell shall tremble at his voice,
Saints rejoice, and sinners fear,
When he brings salvation neat .’
Jews and Gentiles shall agree,
" - Join.in Christian unity.
Heathens, coming from afar, .
Wortship at the glerious star.
All the earth shall know the Lord,
" - Audsing his praise with-one accord.’

.

¢ What follows, concerning the blasphemies of Satatr,
was written before the prophecies came to me, with many
more éxtraordinary things, that I went tbrougb from
Good-Friday to Midsummer.”

Will our readers, after going through the foregomg
Passages, be a moment at a loss todiscover the spirit which
nhappnly pcrw:lod Joanna’s unconnected intellegt 2
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Should there be any so dubious as to waait farther explas
nations, we would refer them to the prophecies in sacred
writ, andthey will soon be convinced of the absurdities of
Joanna’s ¢ ovens full'of ‘meat floating en thé sea !"—her
< dirt pies !”’—her ¢ sheep’s head shook “off by means of
music, and nothing left but his ears!”—dnd a number of
other wanderings equally ridiculous and incredible.

" Aware of the dpostle Paul’s advice, we wotld be the

last to ** despise prophecyings;”” butitis éertainly right
~ to attend to the conneeting part of that advice to * prove
all things,” awd ¢/ hold to that which is good.” But
have we the smallest encouragement afforded us by Jo-
anna’s effervescencies, to believe that the Almighty has
dispensed the gift of prophecy to this woman, equally to
what he did to Ezekiel, Daniel, and other eminent per-
sons, who shone with a divine light above the other sons
of men? Never! The Lord God Almighty will not
thus be mocked ¢

“ He nods a calm—the tempest blows his wrath!
His thunder is his voice, and the red flash

His speedy sword of justice! At his touch

The mountains flame: he shakes the solid earth,
And rocks the nations '——Nbt in these alone,
Inev'ry common instance GOD is seen !”

In figures, consistent with his Divine Majesty, he con-
descended to reveal himself to his prophets ; and we do
not find in any part of the holy Bible that he ever descend-
" ed from himselfin any of his revelations. How deroga-
tory then must it be from his greatness, his omnipatence,
to exhibit him te his humble creatures beneath his exal_ﬁi ‘

L e
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ed dignity! 'We do not read that either the 'prophets,
apostles, or the evangelists did so, -and their missions
prospered.. The unlimited frenzy of Joanna has unhap~
'pily not-done so ; the adherents to her for the worst pur-
poses have encouraged the ‘iniquity, and therefore no
‘prosperity can result from ber assumed mission ;—nhis pu-
“nishment, more probably, may be inflicted for such a
high degree of contempt towards his yast benevolence. -
‘The rolling worlds above, the living atoms below, and

all the beings that intervene betwixt those wide extremes,
are vouchers for-an ever-present Deity; that he would
take other means to reform mankind than by the ndncn-
{ous effluxions of a dreaming insane old’ woman ! '

* Joanna’s.desoription of the Devils’ mterrupuon, durmg
her abstracted meditations, is truly curious:

« As I was meditating on the unbounded love of
“Christ to man, Satan’s blasphemy broke in upon me, ¢Christ’s
Joveuwas out of pride,”  Here my passions grew high:
* Thou devil incarnate, (said.I,) thou hast lost thy honour,
and thou enviest that Christ hath retained:his, That was
‘what cast thee out .of heaven, because thou would’st not
.worship him; and now .thou enviest his glory, as thy
:proud rebellious spirit would not steop to worship him.—
‘But we'have reason to love him ; we have reason to adore
him. Seewhathe hath done for us, When thou seekedst
our destruction, how did he leave the heavens above, and
come down in this lower world, to suffer a sorrowful’life
and a shameful death for oursakes! How did he hom-
‘ble himself on:the ¢ross to make us happy, when thou,
by thy proud rebellious sp'irit, sought thy own misery
pnd ours!  Thy pride isenvy and malice;: but the pride
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- thou speakest of God and Christ is meekness and humis~
lity ; and it is the condescension of Ged to contain his
honour. When a man hath lost his honour, who will
trust him ? Thou hast lost thy ho:mur, and none but
fools will trust thee; but Christ contained his; and every

" wise man will goto him, because be knoweth he will not
deceive him. It is the wisdom of God to contain his ho-
nour, that men may trust in him, and rely on him. Itis .
for our good he contains his glory ; but thou hast lost thy
honour with thy shame. Christ js worthy to be loved,
worthy to be adored, worthy. to he had in everlasting re-
membrance, and worthy to be hon6ured; but thou hast
no honour belonging to thee,” Here Satan cgme in, with
dreadful blasphemy against God and Christ. This en~
raged my passions, as I could not bear to hear any thing

- spoke against God or Chiist. I 'cried out, ¢ Thou Devil!
-wherefrom didst thou come ? Canst thou dare thus to
trifie with God } Hast thou not sunk thyself low e_ligugh
already ? Dost thou want to bring the wrath of God
more heavy upon thee than thou hast aiready ? Dost
thou not know all power jn heayen, earth, and hell, is
in his hand? He filleth the heavens with his majesty,
and therefore we worship him. He fills earth with his
goodness'; and therefore we ought to honour and obey
.him, love and worship him, He fills hell with his ter;
rors, and therefore thou cughtest to fear him.’

*¢ In this manher,” says Joamna, I continued with
-Satan for ten days. His auswer and blasphemy was toe
shocking to pen ; till I was worn out with rage and ma-
lice against him, I could not bear myself. When he
would come in upon me with blasphemies, my spirits rose

'
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asone in a fever, My brother hath sometinmes took me
" by the hand, and pitied my weakness, as he thought I'had a
Jever ; for Itold it to no one, for fear they would blame
me. I went out of the house, sometimes in the garden ;
$ut the garden was not large enough to contain me. So I
went out in the open fields ; and went from field to field to
dispute with the Devil, till I had got rid of him, and wea-
ried myself out with passion. Then my spirit would sink
low, and think I had all Job's troubles, and my friends
like his for I had no one to complain to. But I said,
‘ Why do I complain? Who was grieved for the afflic-
tions of Joseph ? Who was grieved for the afflictions of

Job ¥

¢ Shall Simon bear the cross alone,
And other saints be free?

Each saint of them have got their own,
Anud there is one for me.

But now it is come unto my lot,
Let it not keep me from,—

Lord, never let me be forgot,
Till thou hast lov'd me home.

* But could I die with those that die,

And place me in their stead,

How would my spiritlearn to fly;
And converse with the dead |”

« After I had thus sunk my spirits, a heavenly joy
~wrould arise in my soul, with these words:

“ Gird thy loins up, Christian Soldier ;
*Tis thy Captain calls thee out:
Let the dangers make thee bolder, .
War in darkness fear nor doubt.
Buckie on thy heav’nly armour,
Patch up no inglorious peace; -
Let the dangers wax the watmer,
As thy fears and foes increase,
1
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Lo! when dangers closely. threaten,
And thy soul draws near to death;
. 'When assaulted sore by Satan,
Thy object then’s the shield of faith.”

¢ After I bad written the blasphemy of Satan, these
words came to me : ¢ As thy spirit was enraged and. pro~
voked with the blasphemy of Satan, so is my spiril:'pro-
voked with the blasphemy of the nations. And as thy
brother tried to hold thy hand from going out of the
‘house, and pitied thy weakness, so hath my Son tried to
withhold my hand, and pitied the weakness of his people.
'But, as th y spirit grew so high, that thou couldst not bear
it, but was forced to withdraw from him, so shall I.—
And as the garden was not large enough to contain thee,
but thou wast forced to go out from field to field, so the
heavens are not large enough to contain me. 1 shall
come out of the heavens, and dispute with man, if their,
sins and blasphemy do not cease. As thou heardst all
this, and kept silence, so have [. And as the fire kind-
lethin thy breast, and thou speakest with thy tongue ; so
will the fire kindle in my breast, and I shall speak. I
will not always keep silence ; neither will I be always
chiding. Ishall awake as one out of sleep,

And should my wrath for ever smoke,
Their souls must shrink beneath my yoke.”

* Ishall add a few more words spoken in answer to
man’s blaming my following the commaands of the Lord;
ashe judged it to be foolishness, and could nmot be the
Lord'sdirection. I seemed to be answered powerfully,
as if the Lord had spoke to me in love and anger that man
should not direct the band of the Almighty,
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¢ In thunder now the God the’silence broke,
And from a cloud his lofty language spoke:
Who, and where, art thou, O fond and presumptuous man,
That by thy own weak measures mine would span?
Undaunted, as if an equal match for me,
Stand forth, and answer my demarnids of thee:
But first, let thy original be trac'd, '
Aud tell me thea what mighty thing thou wast.
When to the potent world my word gave birth,
And fix'd my centre on the floating earth,
Didst thou assist me with one singte thought,
Or my ideas rectify in aught ¥

Declare my loving kindness to the children of men;
‘and my faithfulness and loving kindness thou shalt not
keep back ; for my loving kindaness I will never take from
thee; and it is impossible for man to do it. I am too
full of majesty for man to attempt it.”

“ These extraordinary things have been now ex-
plained to me.

% As she 80 boldly for her Master stands,

Then now in thunder I will answer men:

And first let thy original be trac'd,

And tell me now, what mighty thing thou wast,

When first, I took thee from thy native dust, -

And in the garden thou alone was plac’d ?

Could'st thou bring forth the world as shehath done!
Or, like the woman, bear my only Son, ) R
Without her aid, as she did without thine? . .

I tell you, men, the myst'ries are behind.

N - Asfrom the woman you did all proceed,

' Took from your side, man is'pronuanc’d the head
But you'must know,: you are not the perfect mau,
Until your bone is join'd to you again.

So both togéther must in judgment sit:
- And tell me, men, if her disputes were right, -
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To say my, honour I hiad still maintain'd,
And plead: with Satan,as she hath began:
Thea both together you shall surely know,
I haze gain’d my honour by his overthrow;
For if the woman stands so much my friend,
You all shall find, I’ll stand her’s in the end.
If from herself this love and courage came,
1 tell you plain, she is the head of man.
But if from me the spirit first did fall,
I tell you plain, § am the head of all:
And when her writings you've all went through,
Much greater mysteries must come to your view,
So by the woman now I will surely stand,
As for my honour she did so long contend.
Ten days he held her with his blasphemy,
Ten days a hero she held out for me ;
Then of these days I turn them now to years:
T'll prove her words, and man shall see it clear,
That every word was true what she had spoke :
T’ll gain my honour, her words I'll never mock.
So if men mock them now, I'll tell them plais,
T'll gain my honour, to destroy such men.”

All this rhapsody is taken from that fine paseage im
the latter end of the Book of Job, in which God con-
vinces him of his ignorance and imbecility, te which we
refer the reader, who will feel sufficient vexatioa to see
it so vulgarly mangled. But to proceed :

¢« Now, I must be candid with my Readers, and tel yon
plainly, T Rave not been one of them that duild their faith
ona :andyfoundatwu. I have been pomerfully led by

& Spirit invisible for cight years past: and. though I
strongly was influenced to write by it, as a Spérit invisi-
dle, and convinced in my own mind it was from Ged ;
yet, knowing Satsn might come. as an angel of light
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made me earnest in prayer, that the Lord would be my
director, my guide, and my keeper; that I might not
be permitted say, ¢ The Lord saith,’ if he had not
spoken. In answer to my prayers, I had sigus set be-
fore me of what was to happen, to assure me it was
of God ; that, was I to open them all, it would fill &
volume, and hew true they all came.”

We give her all the credit she deserves, when she
says, that her actions have not been guided by im-
posture; but we will take her own excuse and: ase
sertions respecting the several completions of her pros’
phecies :

“ I have not imposed on the world with prophecies,
till I was clearly convinced they were of God, and not
from the Devil, The truths of the harvests I put in
" the hands of ministers, for them to be judges, if it
came true. The war continued; as I was told it would,
in 1704, continue till we were in war with the Turks,
and then our arms would be victorious, as you wifl
see in what was answered me in prayer; that as a God,
the Lord would begin like man, and make the same
Ppromise to me that Herod did to the Damsel.® - My pe-
tition and request was, if I had found favour in the sight

@ We extract this promise from St. Matthew, xiv. 6. 7. 3.
® But when Herod’s birth-day was kept, the daughter of He-
sodias‘danced before them, and pleased Herod.

“ Wkereupon he promised, with an oath, 1o give her whaleser
she would ask. :

“ And she being before instructed of her mother, said,
¢ Give me here John Baptist’s head in a charger,””
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of the Lord,' that he would defend us from the foreign
enemy, that the heathen nations might not say, ¢ Where
is now the God in- whom they trusted? that Sutan might
be cut ‘off from the earth, as John the Baptist was. I shall
not mention all 1 asked in prayer; but you will see
the answer .of the Spirit to it. * But there are storms.
arising; and those that clearly discern the days that are
come.. will shelter themselves against the storm, and
screen .themselves when it comes; but thousands wilil
perish through unbelief, and many will perish through
-want of knowledge ; but every wise man will be like
Solomon—search out the mystery, to judge for them-
gelves ; but fools will judge of things they know nothing
about, and stop their ears, like the dead adder, that will
not listen to the voice of the charmer, charm he never
so wisely. By such I am. sure to be cursed ; but this
it must be to fulfil the Revelation—The dragon was
wroth with the woman, and casts. out. flaods against her;
and this he will do in the hearts.of men; so { may
say, with David, ¢ If Shimea curse, let him curse; for
the Lord hath bidden him;’—and as our Saviour said
to Judas, ¢ What thou dost, do quickly,’. As to my
friends, 1 love and esteem them; and my dajly prayerjl
shall be for them. As to my enemies, I forgive and
pity, knowing this must be, to fulfll the Scripture: but
they cannot hurt me; for I am dead to the world, and
‘the world to me. By my own master T must stand or
fall. Deep is the mystery of my writing eight years,
and keeping it sealed up, and putting it-in print ‘the
new century. This is a deep type to the -land, thdt I
shall explain in my other writings, Deep is the mys-
tery of the tree of knowledge being good and evil
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I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
ending the first shall be last, and the last shall
be first : so the knowledge of the evil fruit came the
first, the knowledge of the good fruit must come last,

« I'shall add some that are mysterious at present ; but
to me is easily known ;' and the reader will see it
slearly hereafter. Could you see all my writings through
ia one volume, you would be truly convinced it was of
God; but that.I cannot take out in a twelve month
how the Bible is explained, and what shall bappen to
every nation upon earth.

“« I shall now add the copy of a letter that I sent to a
minister in 1796, after he had disputed with me, that
‘the marriage of the Lamb was to take place in hea-
ven.” Isaid, ¢ No; the marriage of the Lamb meaneth
when he cometh to unite all nations, to be as one sheep
under one shepherd, and Christ to be the shepherd of
the whole. The Lamb’s wife meant a woman, that all
these things should be revealed to; and readiness was
perfect obedience to all the commaunds of_the Lord.’
He seemed at a lossto believe it. I was ordered to send
him the following letter: :

¢ Now, this to him Ibid thee write:
If thou art not the bride,

Tell himto bring one thatis right,
My Gospel’s so applied,

For to the fulness it cannot come,
Uatil the bride be found :

Out of her closet she must go,
With jewels deck’d around,

For here's the pear! of greal price,
And unto thee ’tis given;
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And are these jewels of no use; ’
Then she shall enter hcaven,
In white appear before me there,
While you in grief will mourn ;
And all shall know her words are true,
For vengeance fast shall come.
In heaven the wonder first was seen,
And you may wonder here. v
* The woman clothed with the sun .
Shall make all nations fear;
Then let the stars begin to shine,
And publish my decree.
. If these refuse, I'll others choose,
Though fatal destiny
%o those that disobey their call
*Tis me she hath obey'd.
The woman stands condemn’d by all,=
Was man by her misled ?
Then now by her he must come back
That paradise will regain.
In her I’ll break the serpent’s neck,
And will set free her chain,
She poured the ointment on my head,
And a good work she wrought ;
And with her tears she wash’d my feet,
Let man deny her not;
For at the cross the woman stood,
The sword went thro’ her soul,
While my Disciples saw and fled,
And so they left me all.
No woman in the company,
When hands on me was laid ;
And Pilate’s wife did pity me,
When Judas had betray'd.
When from the graveI did arise, |
I ask, who there was first,
Then let the sons of men be wise,
If women love me best.
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Have I her Zfe and senses spar’d, ‘
. -For to assume the bride ?
‘Then let the sons of men beware,
. That she be pot denied.
More fatal now than Adam’s fall
Twill happen to theman,
For in the dark the light doth shine, .
- Your eyes are dazaled here ; . S
And will you shudder at the thought Co
To see the mystery clear? .
Or will you, like the Jews of old, o
Keep seals upen the tomb ?
Or will you bribe the keepers here,
‘The truth may not be known} .
‘Then soon to others I’ll appear, )
In the highway I'll go; oot
_And this commgand, without delay,
1 bxd thee hasty do. -

- Here follows a collected mass of incoherent rhapsodies,
with which we will not presume to tire our readers. We'
canunot, however, resistadding ker explanatlon of the 19th’
chapter of the Revelations

¢ ¢ Now I shall begin with the 19th chapter of the Reve-’
lations. Afier [ had seen the truth of my writings come
on, and my faith began to grow streng, in January, 1794
1 was powerfully visited with these wordss « I ‘will say
tothe south, Giveup; and to the north, Keep not back.’
1 will call my sons from afar, and my daughters from the’
endsof the earth.” 1was earnest in prayer to know the
meaning, and was answered, ¢ Knowest thou '1‘;o.>ti the
words of thy Saviour, The kingdom of heaven is°like unto’
@ woman having a little leaven, which she hideth in three
measures of meal, until the whole be leavened, "And now
J will opento thy view the Revelations; and when thow

’ 13
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hast leavened it, thop shall ieaven the whole lpmp; for,
as I kept nothing from Abraham,. go I keep mothing from
thee ; for the Lawb és come, and the Bride hath-made her-
self ready. By th!y .ohedience thou hast done it ; and the
end of all thingsis at hapd.” These words threw me in 2
flood of tears. I put dewn my peu and was silent. I
thought it too high for'me, and would not write it ; but 1
was apswered, ¢ The marnage of the Lamb meaneth the
uniting of all nations-togsther, to be -as sheep under one
shepherd ; and Christ:to be the shepherd of the whole.—
By the Lamb's"wife was meant a woman, that all this
#hould be yevegled to ; and she should be in perfect obe-
dience to all the commands of the Lord. Readiness ig
obedience ; and for thee to-eonceal these things would be
as wrong as it would be in Mary to conceal the nativity
of Chrigt,. far fear men should think it was pride dnd:vain
glosy in, hery. .Fear :pot the judgments .of Men. . The
Lord, ig thy,jndge, and koaws thy heart, . To conceal the:
secrets of a king is honourable; .butitocongesl the secrets
of theqLoyd jssinful ; -fon the Lord: will: never revesal ty§
man what he thinks proper ta: cangeal ta himself. wre
Tbgsq arguments made me.pan them, unwarthy-asl am
to recqiye them. But, kpewing it is not our merits, bat
Chnst.’s n;ercleq, that we ane, what. we-are, I was answers
ed, 3 Noge is before por after anqther; none is greater!
no,r‘ less ’gl}aq.qqot,hgr' but he thatiis greatest amongat
you’let ki%‘bg yQur mipister ; be that is chiefest apaonget.
yon shall bs § servent to yeu all’ Rsep and- weighty
Feasqus werg -assignad ta me, why Thad gone taneugh.
sostrapge and singular a life, 35 my.readers will see here-.

pfters, . ,,&ﬁq yas. explamgdtp ms Uw‘l th ¢hap, Matt, of.
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our Saviour in theé Mount, The winds blew; amd the
dtorms descended, and it fell not, for it -tras founded on &
#ock; but he that built on the sand, the storms came, and'
the wind blew, and it fell, and great was the fall thereof.
The meaning of these words is, * The powers of darkness’
that hath strongly assdulted thee, and alf' the powetfuf
persuasionof thy ftiends that hath tried to prevent thee ;
but thy faith fell not, for it was founded o the rock of’
ages; and the words of thy Saviour shall be made mani<
fest in thee, and by thee : but those that build on the
sand are these that build on their own wisdom; and when
the winds blew, and the storms descend, (thatis; whemw
the truth of all come upon them,) their wisdonr will fall,
and great will be the fall thereofy for man’s wisdon witt
all fall together.’ > ) ’
Being convinced of the state of mind under which this
disordered devotee to superstition at this time laboured,
we should be induced to leave her here to pity and' oblis
vion, did not eurtask impose upon usthe pronrise we have
mwade, and urge a hope that, in the completion of that pro-
mise, we shall benefit mankind'y we, therefore, shaltin<
sert a few more of the licentivus efuxions of krer confused
imagination ; and then eonclude with such appropriate
remarks as befit so singular, and, as' circumstances'have
made it, so interesting a subject. ‘
¢ Wher I Had' writterr these things,” Joatma prqcb‘eas,
*r I was reading, one Sunday, i the Bible, 21st chapter
of Revelution, Come, hither, and F will shew thee the'
Beide, the Lamb's Wife. And ke carried me awny in'the
spirit unto @ great kigh mountain, where I saw the New
Jerusalens descending out of Meavew, Fleaving these words,”
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I blushed, though alone by myself, and began to doubt -
by what Spirit I had written, or what I had believed.
I went up and was earnest in prayer, and was answered,.
¢ Thou wast in_the spirit, when thou sawest the new
Jerusalem descending, with all the host of heaven; and:
thou wast on a high mountain, where John saw the
Spirit. The Spirit is the Spirit of God, that hath visit-
ed thee. What do they make of.the Spirit and the
Bride? What do they make of their Bibles?”

Having, we trust, given ample, sufficient, and satis«
factory testimonies of Joanna’s principles of prophecy,
and her manner of disseminating them, we will not
-detain the reader’s attention any longer on such, in
themselves, trifles; but state to our fellow creatures.
the extravagant notions this poor distracted  being.
has formed to herself in the following anecdotes of her
life, to the present peried, by way of convincing all
who are not desirous of being wnlfully hood-winked by
subtilty. .

From the year 1793 to 1801, Joauua endeavoured to
get herself noticed by some of the dignitaries of the
established church, but in évery effort she failed. In .
the year 1799 she addressed a letter to Dr. Buller, then
Bishop of Exeter, in which are the following curious.
expressions :— .

** Here your Lordshlp may be lost in wonder, how
Satan shall fall by a woman’s band. Mysterious as it
may appear, yet very clear it is explained to me, by
my perfect obedience to the commands of the Lord,
who made the same promise to me, as Herod did to the .
damsel ; and I was ordered to ask in writing—and my.
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petition.and request was, - If I- had: found favour- ia
the sight of the Lord, that Satan might be cut off
from the face of the earth, as John the .Baptist was, L
was answered, the Lord would grant my petition, and
give me my request; and 1 should seal it up with three
seals, and carry it with me to the altar, when T received
the sacrament,~ I did; and was then " answered,
¢ what I have spoken by my Spirit, sealed with my
seal, 1 will now seal with my blood,’—But it is said
to me, )

¢ Itisa man must raise thy hand
And tell thee to grow wise,

Like Herod's damsel to go an,
Then all shall gain the prize.

When meu begin as she did then

) And like Herodias burn, T
" To wound the foe, as she did so,

I will like Herod come.’

« The man strengthened the woman’s hand by the’
4, and he must strengthen her hand to bring it back.
What God designed at first, he will accomplish at last.’
It is not all the power of hell can prestrate the designs
or purposes of the Most High. The Lord -made the
‘woman to complete the happiness of man, and by her it
must be done,”’" - :

What she wished to lmpress upon the bubbp and the
other church dignitaries was, the great .ead of her suc.-
cessive prophecies which she déclared to be: ‘. to warn!
the whole world at large, that the second .coming of:
Christ is nigh at hand ; and to shew, from the Fall, that:
the promise that was made .to the woman at first must®
be accomplished at last,”’ and in. her sex tov;: ¢ before :
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Mao’s complete * Redemption can take place.” Christ
is himself brought to declare all this, by the Spirit who
@¢ommunicates with Joanna; as, for instamce, where if
is thus said—

¢ For man’s lravisgram‘on: I did die,

U

And for them did atone ;
But still-the Woman's guilt doth lie,
Tili Satan feels his doom !

Then, can you not the mystery see ¥
The Woman’s Promise it must come,
Who cast her guilt alone yn he.
When I did make the Woman first,
¥ said from her the good shall bursts
For man could not be good alone,
The woman must his helpmate comes
And now his helpmate doth appear .
With prophecies no man can clear? '

¢ Worop 10 THS Wise.”

The incessant impulsions of her wandering spirit, af
last induced the ministers and the friends: who wished
her well, ta conelude that she was really. bereft of ber
proper understanding.

But no advice, no restraint, cwld fmpede her umty
Determined to inerease .lier proselytes, she, iw 1807,
printed the five first parts of what she very properly-’
deneminated ¢ Strange Effects of Faith.” .

This indu¢ed seven gentlemen to pay her a visit at
Exeter, in order, as it has been said, to ascertain the:
nature of her mission. *“ Now I shail inform my readers,”
says Joanna, in her continvatien of tire prophecies, 1813;
p- 54, “ why the Lord permitted seven men to come
down, and no more, to fulfil the law. By the sevew
stare are meaut the seven spisits of God ; for the spitite
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of the Lord are bat one spirit, The five wise virginsin
the New Testament, (which alludes to the five Evange-
lists) being joined to the aforesaid seven men, make the
twelve spoken of in the Revelation, to bring in the
twelve tribes of Israel, -

“ Some men have written to me, that they are called
of God to be chosen with me ; I think proper to tell them
here, that I know them not, Nope are ghesen with me
but such as are revealed to me.”

We heartily join with Joanna in what follows, and
we express as much sorrow, though in a very different
mind, as she can possibly do. * And I am sorry to say
many false prophets and false Christs are risen up in
the vmrld » we go no further; but suffer Joanna to
proceed m her own way; °‘‘for,” continues she, [
have heard them, and have their letters to testify against
them, wherein they assert .that they are the saviouss of
the world ; so that the Gospel of Christ is fulfilling every
way, and the end is at band. But let no man judge
himself the saviour of the world. The plan of salvas
tion was Jaid at the creation; and”—mind her own
words—*‘ no prophet can arise but what is spoken of in
holy writ.” Attend to what follows. ** A prophet like
Jonah was to appear; and ke has appeared in Mn. Bro-
FHERS ; and therefore our Saviour said, * I was sick and
in prison, and ye visited me not.”

' % And Joel's words must first come true,

- Before I make an end ;
The Revelations to your view
Must make the learned bend.
Fhe woran clothed with the suxs
"~ You'll find must first appear ;
The marrisce of the LaMB must come;
My seal it must sppear,
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Al this is done by my command,
Then judge your summer nigh; .
For my elect shall ever stand,
" And Abba, Father, cry.
* YTis spoke of thee, let all'men see,
That such one must arise;
, Soif your Bibles plain you see,
. There’s none can blind your eyes ;
' 'For what impostor can take placs,
! ¥f wisely you discern ?
'.[‘is but a dark benighted race,
i ~ . ‘Fhat foqls can ever harm

Such a specimen of disarranged intellect as is above
sxhibited, happily for mankind, rarely occurs. Let
our readers only glance at the coincidence attempted
beré, and the most fastidious must be soon convinced.
‘The Virgin Mary and- Joanod Southcott !—the prophet

- Jonah and Richard Brothers!-— Surely, surely these
are sofficient evidences of a ¢¢ mind diseased,”

" Howerver, Joanna, having, as she imagined, enlisted
dupes sofficient in Devonshire, bent her steps towards
the metropolis in 1803, Here she issued her proclama-
tioas in the public newspapers, summoning all to attend
~what she called her second trial at H:gh House, Pad-
ngton, against ihe 28d of January,

- On the day ‘appoiuted, those who had attended hey
at Exeter, with ‘many more, 'met to take the verity of
Joanna’s mission a secorid “time into consideration,—
None, howéver, attended but Jeanna’s proselytea, and
their determination was’ "the same as at Exeter, no op-
poser making his appearance.: - We will insert one of
the ¢ Thoughts™ of thele seven wise men on s im:
portant a subJect —
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, « Third Thought,

* Hohour, glory; and blessing, be #rito our God and
our dear Redeemer, Jesus Christ: How shall we praise
the Lord for his goodness to the children of meni, for his
Maving revesled such Knowledge to babes and sucklings,
when to the wise aud learned of this world ‘he has de-

“mied it! How wonderful has this Sizth Rook luid opent
the tysteries of the Bible; and has farnished the servants
of the Most High God with such Weapons, as neither thé

" powers of darkness, nor all the wickédnesses of men;
will be able to stand a moment befsre thém! May wé
put on the whole arofour of God! may we be strong;
fitm, faithful, and obedient to our blessed Bavioury
Jesus Christ | thea will e send us strength; wisdom;
faithy aud .coarage, frotr his holy sdncruaty; that we
may be edabled to withstand all the wiles and flery darts
of 8atan; that w& may be emabled to evercome all the
entrales aud foks ef the Captain of out Salvation; andy
throwgh his blessing, be the happy instraments of esta-
blishixig his blessed Kingdom upon eatth 5 then miy we
Yejoiea with the oil of gladness 5 because the bride huth
piade herself ready; ahd by her perfect obedience, our
deadly foe, Batan, together with his host, will be east
from the earth’; and that promise will 'be soon fulfilled;
« @F the seed of the woman bruising the Serpent’s hend? »

Would any imagine that seven men, three of them -
ptetended ministers of the Gospel; and many . cthets
assistig, could have beeh found in sich a mation ab
Biitain, where knowledge is not restrained, and the
Kberal scierites fldurish, to sanction sach -extaciés of
supeistition;~swe Had elmost said Atheivn!

L -
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But it seems that Joanna has since:discovered that her
- second mission was designed to shadow forth to ber,
even eleven years since, the forthcoming of the King of
the .Jews, though, by the bye, she failed to compre- -
hend the meaning of the spirit. “* When I ordered.thee
to call together thy judges,” observes the Spirit to her’
in her Third Book of Wonders,  to prove thy writings,
and make them public to the world, and when the. peo-
ple were assembled together, I ordered Tur Box,
where the WriTiNgs were placed, to be put upon a
table, but not to be opened, nor the cord broken, ‘till
thou (Joanna) hadst brought in a little CmiLp in thy
arms, which was Foley’s son, And I ordered thee to
place Him on the box, to siand in. the midst -of the con-
gregation with a bride.cake in his hand ; and, then I ors
dered that all the congregation should kiss the childa
Then know with what eagerness they all teok the child
Jrom one tothe other, and kissed him: and though the
company was large, know the child smiled upon all,
which was remarked by them. Know, I placed him as
one of the judges; but no one knew for what ends [
ordered this to be done, as the type and shadow were
hidden from all! Then I ordered the cord to be cut,
and to be cut to pieces! then, know my .answer.—As
~ they cut the cord, so would the nations be cut, before
that child was old enough to know good from evil ; but
the depth of knowing good from evil cannot be knowa
by the child yet; but mark what hath happened upon
the nations abroad, since January, 1803, that this was
dove, Here is the first type .of the CuiLp standing
alene, to make up the twelve. Now come to the iecond,
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when I'ordered them to call' all the witnesses togethet, to
bave the truth proved, of what they kaew concerning
my visitation to thee from the beginning; and then I or--
dered that strangers and unbelievers should be invited the
second time to come fortward, and if they proved thevisi- -
tation not from the Lord, then to their judgment.] said
thou shouldst give up ; but know, they refused to come
forward and pass their judgment, - Then I ordered the
wrmngs to be proved by the witnesses, and their farther -
Judgn;ent was given from the truth they heard from the
witnesses ; then T placed the child the second time to stand '
a8 a judgé with man ; and withmen he held up his hands, -
in the petition to have the power of evil destroyed, that my
 kingdom might be established in righteousness and peace.
Here is the second type of the c'hnld hidden from all,
why Tordered this to be done. But now come to the third,
which I have compared to thy awful trial ; which, as I
have told thee, a trial may be awful and serious, though -
the end may be glorious to &hem that believe, but awfal’
and fatal to them that now mock.” ' )
Atthis'meeting, such a declslon having passed in Jo-
anna’s favour, the metropolis soon teemed with various’
bulletins of her wonderful pretengjons, But all did not
seem to consummate her wnsbes, till a third meeting or
trial should take place. .Her wishes were complied with ;
and the meeting was held during the month of Decem-
. ber, 1804, at the Neckinger House, near Bermondsey,
which lasted for seven days, but none except her devo-
tees attended. At thistrial Joanna's feelings-are best de-
scribed . by herself: .
-# When the gentlemen,” says she, «¢ entered the room,
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the clergy eotenng ﬁrst(, she felt her tongue tied,” and

wap not gble to speak : and, as her. friends came in, her

confusion increased, and, in her own mind, she thought

she shoyld have fainted away ; but, to her great astonish-

ment, when 3ll had entered, though she felt, as it were,
dying before, she was as a giant refreshed with. new wine,
without pain, sickness, or weakness. she stood up, and,

felt the Spirit of the Lord enter within her; to call them

all to.the remembrance of the fall; and, when she told

them of the promise ma,de to tbe woman, to bruise the

serpeat’s head, every man in the room k¢ld up his hand,

to join with her in claiming th promisel”

- It was natural to suppose, that those who had. exlnblted
such convictions in Joaona’s favour at Exeter would not
recede from a similar approbation in Lohdon, where the
corps was st;engthened by the junction of Mr, Carpenter,
at that time a0 agent in condugting the paper manufacs
tory under:the firm of Koopsand Co. This assembly, was
numerous, as appears by the signatures, among which are,
those of some clergymen. These men took upon Qhem‘,‘
after the whole.of what is called * The Trial" wag gone
through, to publish the following:—

¢ Neckinger House, Bermondsey, near London,
' December 11, 1804,

4. We, whese names are berqunt.o subscribed, bgnp&‘
invited, by divine condmr;d for seven days, to the exg- ‘
minatian of Joanna Southeott's propheciesy, do individu.,
ally and voluasarily avow, by oyr geparate signatures, -
our firm belief, that her prophepies qndlothgr- spiityal.
communicationk emanate wholly qnd entircly from the
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spitit of the liging Lord.”~Baook of the Trial, p, 138
This is coufirmed by the fifth resolutien, page 79, thuse.
“¢ From the examinations of Joanna's writings it deth ap~
pear to us thas she is visited by the Spirit of the lmng
God.¥ .

We ought sarely to consider this 20 2 leading imposture,
fraughs with profanation ageinst the Deity, and to serve..
differcit ends apd purposes ggeinst maokind ; and to pass
every morbid hegt of passion and hind zesl as 3 sacred
fire, an'holy impression, ga influence of the foly Ghest,
wehen no other opesation existed but eragy fancy, issurely .
an extraordinary illapse of blasphemy, an jgnis fatuus of:
religious sedition, promulgated By these enthusiasts.

But let us hear what some of these illumimati have to-
astert in, their vindication. Mr. Williama Sharp, one of
the priucipal, thus addresses himself to his readersin a
pamphlet, entitlad, dn Amswer to the World, Speaking
of Joamaa, he says,

«¢ From: the year 1792to.the end qf the yeaz 1794, her
Writings were sealed up; and, after being witnessed,.
were pat out of her possession, and the same caution was.
observed ay the end of each succeeding year. Every
time they were. placed in the hands of persons of credit,
wntil the asrival of myselfand: friends. at Bxeter, when,
a$.onr departure, which wasat the beginniag of January,
1802, the. wholg of her seajed writings were pas in our

possession, properly sealed and witnessed. The box, -

contalmng the greater part, was _given to my care ; and
I'think it necessary to 3dd, that whilst I was at Bath,

on my return from, Exater to London, I had 3 large case.
made, which. enclosed: the whole kox; for the cords

-

\
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yound the box were sealed with seven'seals, and 1 hada
quantity of tow also put between the box and the rope.—
Neither was it possible for s to be deceived respecting
the identity of the writings, which remained secured with
us until they were conveyed' by me to High-House, Pad-
dington, whepe the box and parcels were first opened,
and the seals broken; inthe presence of above forty per-
sons, assembled together.by public notice, in the begin-
ming of January, 1803. And after the writings were
thustaken oit, each paper was signed by three persons
before they were delivered to Joanna, for them afterwards
tobe copied off. -

« After my bellef wa¢ fixed that her visitation was
from the God of Heaven and Earth, it was my duty to be-
lieve that she would be faithful . to his word and his pro-

ses. - The wisdom of the Most High had provided a.re-
medy that his image might not be lost in man, by the
promise first made after his creation, to make him am help- '
mate in the woman; and it was to her, and not to the
1ean, that the promise was made, after the fall, that ber;
seed should bruise the serpent’s head.* Woman is to be
prepared, as the bride is adorned for her husband; there-
fore, whatever woman is to receive Christ in the spiri,
mpust'be prepared in such manner that her desires must
he to him, and to him alone! I am convinced that"

“Joanna has, in various ways, been in preparation froma

* ¢ God laid his plan in the creation,” says Joanna,  to
make room for man’s redemption by the woman, whom he
created for man’s good; and this by castmg her blame on S4-
#a¥'s kead, which every.soul will find in the end.¥
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Spirit invisible, before the year 1792, when the Spirit:
of Prophecy was first given to her. Had she not been-
thus gradually prepared -before that period, the suddent
ness of the extraordinary visitation would ‘have been too-
powerful for nature to bear ; peither could she have had
that confidence in the truth of the Spirit, if she had not be~
fore had proofs respecting herself, and in her own life, in
many instances.” . ' :

‘ She wrote,” continues Mr. Sharp, * of what would
happen,” (concerning the years from 1792 to 1805 incla-
sively,) * and which has since come to pass.” '

We feel ourselves here at'a loss to express in what
temper we should receive the above testimony, but we
do not find it difficult, from sacred writ, to form a judg--
ment of its complection. Thatjudgment isunanswerable,
and as such weinsert it : :

“ Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, and he that
formed thee from the womb, lam the Lord that maketh
all things ; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone ; that
spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; that frustrateth
the tokens of the liars, and maketh Diviners mad ; that.
turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge
foolish .»—Isaiah xliv. 24, 25, -

_“Son of man, prophecy against the prophets.of Israel.
that prophecy, and say then unto them that prophecy
out of their own heirts, ¢ Hear ye the word of the Lord;’

"« Thus saith the Lord God,  Woe unto the foolish pro-
phets that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing !”.

“ O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the de-.
| serts, o ) B
“ Ye have not gone up with the gaps, neither made up -

A
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the hedge for the hbnse of lstael to #tand in the battlc in
the day of the Lord.

v And théy have Ween yanity and lyibg divination,
stiying, * The Lord sith,” and the Lord hath not sent
them ; and-they have mate bthers ¢ hope that they
would confitt the word.

-+ Have ye et seen & vaii vision, aind have ye not spo~
ken a lying divination; whereas ye say, ‘The Lord smih
it; ;7 albeit I have net spoken ?

- v Therefote, thus saith the Lord God, ¢ Because ye
~ have spoken vanity and seen lies, therefore behdld I am
~ against you,” saith the Lord God. ‘

** And mine hand shall be upen the prophets that see
vanity and that divine lies ¢ they shall not be in the as-
sembly of my people, neither shall they be written in
the writing of the house of Israel, neithef shall they enter
into the land of Israel ; and ye shall know that I am the
Lord God.

* Because, even becausethey have seduced my peopls,
saying, Peace, and there was no peace; and one built
up 2 wall, and, lo! others described it with untempered
mortar. ! ‘

¢ ¢Say unto them which daub it with ubtempered
miortat, that it shall fall : there shall be an ovetflowing
shower ; and ye, O great hailstones, shall fall; and &
;t'ormy' wind shall rend it.” Ezekiel, xiii. 2, 3, 4, 3§, &e:

"It was after the delivery of het papers to Mr. Sharp,
that Joanna was ordered to come to London, and she
was informed by some spirit of other, ¢ that she should
not return from the metropolis till her writings had
buen proved.”
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In London she found a competitor in the ominous
facelty of Joseph Prescott, a youth aboit ¢ ghteen
years of age, who had also been endued with the gift
of beholding extraordinary prodigies, even since the
year 1798 ; but his innate facultiés had not been re-
vealed to Wet; and she says, that ¢ hitherto he had
been quite unknown to her, aud she to him ; conse.
‘quently must have been éarrying on his phantasma un-
der a different fitm. Howevér, after her writings had
been proved, she fell in with this lad on the 23th of Fe.
bruary, 1803, at which time Mr. Carpentér, thinking it
might turn out & good specilation, engaged our prot
phetess to join in the concern, and on the 4th of March,
Joanna began her explanations of young Joseph’s pantos
mimic appearances, Mr. Carpenter profited by thé
trade it brought in; he contrived a chapel out of the
profits, which he caHed, most impiously ouder such cire
tumstances, ** The House of God ! and plastered the
walls of the Chapel with Joveph’s revelations, éxplained
by Joanma, which are still exposed to the cotitenipt of
tational men, atid the pity of the charitabte,

A busy meddler has taken upon hith to asert, that aft
these vigions were originaly drawings taken in & Freich
ship. We do not say that this is ttue ot false ; Hows
ever, as Joseph is still living, and in 4 different line of
fife from that kind of deception, it rests with him; ahd
we hope that he is inclined to be very communicae
tive, and to say how far Ae was initructed to dredm ? an
Row far the ReAL TrUTH justificd him i his dventions upo
Mr. Carpenter’s walls?

We know not whether we dught o ajiolegise té oue

x
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Jemale readers, particularly for what follows ; but re-
Jying on their indulgence, considering what we have
-to wade through, we will proceed without farther apo-
dogy :—

. About the end of July, 1802, Satan took alarm at
Joanna’s Sealing of the People, who desired to destroy
.him, and the Lord gave him liberty to contend with
her; but he was not allowed to appear to her visibly.
¢ If,” says she, * I stoud out with strong faith in Christ,
.and did not suffer him to speak without any answer, [
was assured I should overcome the Devil at last, as he
did the womanat first. So I ran the hazard of my life,
to contend with the powers of darkness; but the Lord
protected me, according to his promise, and gave me an
answer to Satan’s words.” Satan, however, had threat-
ened to tear her to pieces, unless she consented to de-
Btroy her Seals, and suppress her witnesses. ¢ Thou
Jnfamous b***h !’ said Satan, enraged at the opposition
he met with, ‘thou hast been fattering qu, that he
wmay stand thy friend ! Such low cuaning art, I despise !
Thou wheening wretch ! stop thy d*mn’d eternal
tongue! God had done something, to choose a b***h of
# woman, that will down argue the Devil, and scarce
give him room to speak !’ Satan was, at length, fairly
tired out, aund, perceiving that his assaults were quite
unavailing, he left the prophetess to claim the victory,
She has risen far above his reach, proving, as she some-
where tells us, that— if the woman is not, as_hamed of
}gerself the Devxl cangot- sbame her ’

® It is remarkable, (says Mr. Lane) lhat ‘Joanna d’reaml
90 much gbout the Devil, whom.she once saw like a pig, yith

i3
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Lt is Sealing which oecasioned such alarm in Satan’s
breast, and which constitutes, according to Joanna, the
" ushering in of the Millenium, by sealing the faithful
for the enjoyment of it, to the number of one hundred
and forty-four thonsand, Half a sheet of paper is pros
vided, on which are written the following words :—
¢ The Sealed of the Lord—the Elect and Preciosus— Man’s
Redemption— To inherit the Tree of Life—To be made Heirs
of God, und Joint-Heirs with Jesus Christ—Joanna South-
cowt; The writing (within a mystical circle, about six
inches diameter) is in a good- plain hand; to which
is added her own signature, a wretched scrawl. The
seals, with red wax, are outside, apd, in general,
poorly impresaed on the wax. Whenewer a person is to
be sealed, he writes his name on -a list provided for that
purpose : this is called signing for Satan’s destruction, as
he &hereby signifies his wish, that Satan may soon be
destroyed g that is, banished from the earth. When
the list is signed, the person in office seals ‘up the letter,
ivrites the person’s name on it that it is for, with thg’
words, “ Not to be broken opep,” and then deliyers it
into his hands; and the person is sealed.® '

his mouth tied. Another time she skinned his face with her
pails after a fierce battle. She afterwards thought .that
she had bitten off his fingers, when his blood tasted sweet;:
and, finally, she dreamt that she had positively dispatched:
him! . . . . Y
. # The impression is performed with the seal that Joanna found
in sweeping her house, and -which she threw by into the tili
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" ‘The prophetess’s pawer now becume apparently su-
preme, and at itsheight ; for, would it be helieved, thas,
i the nigeteenth century, there were persons so sppekr
stitious, when in the lass gasp of their mortal frames, as
$0 orave that one of Joanna’s seals might be placed in

" ¢f har box; but the Spitit one day ordered her to lopk for it,
when she found the letters ] C. were eograven om it, with
Two $tars ; the initial J. being by the spirit to her interpreted
to stand both for Jesus andJoanna, and that of C. for Christ.
The stars were hereafier to signify those of moraning and
evening ;- Jesws being the Morning Stav and Joanpa the
Evening Siarl!

. “ Aniiexed to her Sealing, (says Mr. Lane,) is this hierogly.
ghic (J. C.) the two initials upon which, says an anonymous
contemporary writer, } ¢an only understand to mean INFERWAY
gommissToN, belisving that Jognna acts under the iguaediate
direction of Satan!? ) .

But the prophetess siill defends the validity of \he Seals,
#s the impartial reader will perceive by the ensuing extract
from ker Word to the Wise, “ And npw you seg,” declares
the Spirit to Joanuna, “ Men have begun to write their
Names — for the dgsire of my kingdom; as I said it was
hastening on. And now they are fulfilling my words; and
they shall be welcomed in with the Bridegroom—when I come
to bring on the midunight hour. fgr man—thgn they shall-be
known o me from their names, who wish for my kingdom;
80 all is shewn in the visions as I told thee.”—Again, * It is
not thy prophecies,”” continues the 3pirit, <peaking to Joanne,
# that complete their happiuess, but the scaling of their pames,
thatthey have signed for Satan’s destructivs, and their desirg
for my kingdom, that mast complete their happiness in the
and. S0 man is an helpmate with thee, and thou with man;
for this sha'l complete the happiness for man. And it is
Jor the sake of these, that elect me for their chosen priest and
Xing, that Satan's reign shall be shortoned. So theae aze the
slacs, for mhose gake he shali be cast down.”-
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their eoffins, that their sowls might -be more quickly
wvafted to the renlms of immortality !—It is te be boped,
that Joanna’s advocates will not insist, that such circume
stances did not happen within the last four years {— -

We now adventare upon a part of our subject, which
readers it highly wecessary that we should make use of
all our circomspection. Our publisher bas' beea served
with the Copy of a Writ in the Court of Common Pleas,
#t she suit of Jane Townley, for (as the Writ declares)
% with force and arms the close of thesaid Jaue, (our
publisher and one John Doe,) broke, and other wrongs
did, to the great damage of the sgid Jane,” &c¢. Wedo
net plead guilty to this accusation ; for the name of Jane
Townley has not, as yet, been mentioned by wus, in the
whole load of recrement through which we have been
compelled hitherto to wade; and we shall take as much
care as possibly we can, consistently with good manners
and with truth, toavoid mentioning names, except as more
extracts from Joannd’s own publications, as they seve-
sally eccer,

And having hitherto shunned any persomality, oxcept
mentioned by Joanna herself, we canmot form any coa-
oeption on what grounds this action in the Court of Cem~
mon Pleas has commenced. The ounly thought which
bas intruded itself on the subject is, that Joaunsa, finding
that the Prince Regeat, the Nobility, the most and right
reverend the Bishops, &c. &c. &c. having refused
any participstion ia her vile blasphemies, she may
have been, in the visions of the night, ordered, by some
mischievous spinit or ether, to bring the actien against
the -publisher, shat her mission may be argued in a
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court of law ; and as a matter, hitherto unworthy of faith;
to be proclaimed to mankind, and her mission establishe
ed or refuted by the verdict of twelve oTHER men, than
those to which she has hitherto been accustomed to
state her claims. Should the sentence of that court
declare that we have really done any injury to Joanna
Southcott, to any Jane Townley, or to aay other Towns
Jey with whom she may be in intimacy, we trust that
we shall never be ashamed to own that we have been
in the wrong, which is but saying, in other words, that
wme are wiser to-day than we were yesterday. Yet, ex~
eept a court of justice—the Court of Common Pleas, for
instance—should so far make an absgission of its known
dignity, as not to condemn, in its utter abhorrence, what
is aimed at the pockets, the minds, and even the future
welfare of his Majesty’s liege subjects, we shall still
wade on, for a short time longer—not too long, for tha
sake of our readers,—in completing our strictures on ong
of the most base and unprincipled impostures, that hasg
ever disgraced the annals of Great Britain, and teeming
with all the wicked allysions that diabolicism could fa-
bricate to render trifling and ridigulous the doctriney
of our divine Redeemer, and to furnish Atheism with
grounds for doubting the very existence of the Christian
religion !-—Should the mature of the subject, therefore;
cause the name of Townley to be introduced, accidente
ally,, by way of extract from Joanna’s, or any other
puhlib;;ion relating to her, let it be generally ‘unders
stood that we despise. personalities ; but feel ourselves
compelled to analyze and condemn what we considey
more terrible than a_lie. Dossessing.such sentimenis
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and .under such circumstances, we proceed fearlessly,
because not doubting of the consequences. - - .

. The conflicts of Joanna have been described as terri-
ble, -attacked, as she says she has been, by the powers
of darkness, and their prince; but Joanna has also ocs
casionally been favoured with celestial visitants ; though,
like all ¢ angel-visits,’ such scenes are comparatively but
¢ few, and far between.”- When she has conflicted with
Satan for seven days, an hour’sconsolation in the presence
of her Saviour has amply compensated her. “ Sunday, June
24, 180+,” Miss Townley says, in her publisked Letter;
that, after “ admiring the beauty of the wisdom of the
Lord,” concerning * the wondrous manner he was worke
ing,” and declaring ¢* she would not goone step from hif
directions for the whole world,” that, now, * rivers of
joy ran tbrough her mind,” that  she felt her heart toe
ful] to keep silence, got out of bed, walked up and dowa
the_room as quick as possible, and said she.felt herself
so full she should burst if Mrs. T, did not put down
t_.h_e',communication she was copying.” - June the 25thy .
the same year, *“a little after ten o'clock at aight, Joanaa
was ordered -to take up her bed and. walk!” Getting
out of bed, she at first walked hastily up and down the
room, till, at last, the Spirit of the Lord. entered inte
fier with power. And, ¢ as Satan had  walked up and
dowa.the earth. hitherto,” she said, ¢ the. Lord would
walk up and down the earth now:’ but should he appear
in his own person, shou|d he appear in his own power,
should he appear in his own majesty, they would trem-
ble to stand befure him.. Therefore ¢ He was come, in
the Spirit, in the Woman, to declare his Father's wilk
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wato Menl’ and they (Townley and Undetwood) were
the two Witnesses, * I,” adds Miss T. * laid upan the
bed, perfectly quiet and composed, listening to all ske
aid ; and Underwood stoot at the foot of the bed, look«
ing a¢ her and litening with the same attention, but
neither of us felt any fear. Joanna saith ¢ she felt mothing
but joy and power.””

In addition to this, Joanma declares, that ¢ All of &
sudden, the pirit entered me with such power and fary,
that my senses seemed lost ; I felt as though I had powet
t shake the house down, and yet I felt as though |
could walk in air, but did net remember any words 1
said.” Townley adds, ¢ that the room shook vio=
dently.” ' '

How far religious sentiments were at one¢ time set¢icu
sble to Joanna, by counteracting an- earthly flame, we
will act talke upon us to discuss, s it is now immateriat
to learn : it is, however, matter of regret, considering
the tarnt of her character, that her love, instead of beimg
subdued by religion, should have bécome mingled wick
her operative sensations of faith, ¢ The profaneness of
g/allamry,".observes Gilbert ‘Stuart, in his View of the
Progress of Society in Europe, * distarbed and deform< -

d she meditations of the most pious. Religion was em-
ployed to give a poignancy to the disorders of prostites
sion and lust;” and ¢ the devetee was tb look up to the
Virgin with the eyes of a lover, and to contemplate the
beauties of hrer person and the graces of her carriage.”
But this profaneness of ghlamtry, though practised i
she tities of pepery, is happily impratticable to rhan-
hind wirder the teformed faith, nor can it be indulged

~
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by the weaker sex except their other faculiies are
disordered.

Byt there is reason to fear that the delirium of sensuality
is sometimes found combined with the frenzy of fanatj=
cism, and that carnality may be gratified under the
imagination of spirituality. Who cau peruse the follow-
ing vision, for example, related by Misa Towaley in the
pamphlet entitled ““ Letters and Communications of Jo-
anna Southcott,” and not be offended and staggered at
the disclosure of such scenes?—Monday evening, July
the 2d, 1804, it seems that Joanna tried to compose
herself, after a hard contest with the Devil, when
“ at last, she fell asleep ; and whether awake or asleep,”
continues Miss Townley, * she does not know, but she
" remembers she was quite awake when she folt the hand of
the Lord upon her, but in that heavenly and beautiful
manner that she felt joy unspeakable and full of glorys
She felt herself laying as it were in Heaven, in the handt
of the Lord, and was afraid to move, fearing she should
remove his heavenly hand, which she felé as perfect as ever
woman felt the kand of her husband.”

[We should be glad 10 know, Joanna profelsmg hera
self a virgin, how she became acquainted with such sene
sations, as to know the difference ?] ’

Here the Lamb’s Wife herpelf takes up the tale.==
“In this happy manner,” affirms Joanna, “1 fell
asleep ; and in my sleep I was surprised with secing @
most beautiful and heavenly figure, that arese from the
bed, between Townley and me. He arose, and turned
himself backwards towards the feet of the bed; and bis
head almess reached the tester of the bed; but his face

N
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was towards me, which' appeared with beauty and majesty,
but pale as death. His hair was a flaxen colour, all in
disorder around his face. His face was covered with
strong ' perspiration, and his locks were wet like the
dew of night, as though they had been taken out of a
river. The collar of his shirt appeared unbuttoned, and
the skin of his bosom appeared white as the driven snow.
Such was the beauty of the heavenly figure that ap-
peared before me in a disordered state; but the robe-
he had on was like a surplice, down' to hig knees. He
put out one of his legs to me, that was perfectly like
mine, no larger; but with purple spots «t the top, as’
mine are with beating myself, which Townley, Under-
wood, and Taylor are witnesses of. Methought, in my
dream, ke got himself into that perspiration by being
pressed to sleep between Townley and me. 1 said to-
him, ¢ Are you my dear dying Saviour, that is come to-
destroy all the works of the Devil ?* he answered me,
¢Yes? Fthought I called Underwood and waked Town-
ley, to look at him, which they did with wonder and
amaze, I then thought 1 would go out of my bed, and
fall down on my knees, to return him thauks for his
mercy and goodness : but, as soon as these thoughts en~
tered my head, he disappeared, and a woman appeared *
in his stead, which gave me pain to see he was gone,
but the woman told me many wonderful things that
were coming upon the earth, and what was coming uponr
the devil ; yet I grieved at the loss of my dear Redeem~
er, for I saw no beauty in the woman; and, though
the woman would reason strong with me, her reasons Ik
did not like, In this confusion ¥ awoke, and heard the
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bell tolling for the dead at the same time ; which I ree
marked to Townley.” .

“ It implies no love to God, that men aspire to be
bishops, orarchdeacons, or shepherds of the flocks; for
these all preach for hire. Striving to convince the
world of the Second Coming of Christ, however, is an
evidence of divine love, since such characters have ‘no
present prospect of reward.” Now, ¢ as she stood. out
and with courage,” during the grand contest with
Satan, which lasted seven days, besides other sore con-
flicts with the powers of darkness, the Spirit has assured
her that it shall ever rest as a blessing on all women '
that believe in Joanna : for as Eve’s disobedience rest-
ed on the one hand, so shall Joanna’s obedience rest
on the other hand, from generation to generation, tilt
time is no more. .So say not (affirms the Spirit) that
she only is blessed ; for they ¢hat belieye in her, must
belicve in Me: it is my spirit, not her spirit, whom ye
believe in; and whom men persecute also—for they fhave
apened, by persecuting her, all My wounds afresh, and pus
Mec aguin to open shame I’

Though, in her former writings, Joanna entertained no
idea of the miraculous child-bearing since announced by
her, yet it is observable that, sofar back as October, 1802,
the Spirit had given her some intimation on the subject,
by iuforming her that ¢ the SeirituaL Man, which she
was then bringing forth to the world was”—neither more
nor less than—*¢ the Seconp Curist.” Joanna is frank
epough to own, however, that she understood so little,
of what was working in the womé of time, as to omit twa.
¥ines, in her First Book of Sealed Prophecies, reveplsd
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to her in 1794, because they specified the promise of he;;
pregnancy, o

¢ I have said, aIready, thou shalt have a Son ;

¢ Ere he can speak, all this skall sure be done

¢ Great'peace in England ifier that shall be,
) ¢ Because the remnant will believe in me !’
: "I left out the two lines of having the Son, as I did
not understand it,” Inspiration had assured her of the
fact, notwithstanding, and it was her duty to have pub-
lished it fearlessly. How'can she justify this tampering
with the truth ? Otber lines have been wnhheld m thc
same manner.” —Third Book of ‘Wonders,

But, says the Spirit

" # You ne'er discern’d the $ecoxnd Currp; -
- ¢ For here the learned all were foil'd.” .

# Marriage,” declares the Seinit, speaking to Jo-
anna, “ was revealed to thee from the Revelation, but
toncealed from thy knowledge of any visitation further
than prophecies; and, therefore, they must now look
back tosee in what manner I have spoken through thy
writings, that a marriage union must take place, then to
confine thee from every man, and then in power to visit
thee myself. This is the Child, and this is the Heir,
"they’ will find spoken of through thy Writings, and
through the Scriptures; and yet it was concealed from
the knowledge and understanding of all, before it was
revealed by Mk : and they will find that this is the Glory
of the Lord, spoken of by the prophets, that all flesh
ghould see it tngether, for all shall see th'e glory of hll
nlgn,

October the 11th, 1813, Joanna separated herself

|
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from society, forbidding even her female acquaintance ;
and awaited the extraordinary accomplisbment of this
prediction.
¢ This,” says Joanna, “I can take my sblemn oath
t; Ineverbad kuowledge of man in my life. So that lf
the words of the Spitit are fulfilled in me this year to
have a son, it uby the power of the Lord, and not of man ;
and this sign is set to prove the trath of the Bospel, or to
prove that the Gospel is not true. For this I am answer-
ed, if the visitation of the Lord does not produce a son
this year, then Jesus Christ was not the Son of God,"
born i in the manner spoken by the Virgin Mary; but if
1 have a son this year, then in like manner our Saviour
‘was born.” * Therefore I said,” resumes the Spmt
in the First Book of Wonders,—
, “The woman clothed with the sun,
Should make all nations shake ;

_For now the mystery I'll explain,
" TheRevelation break !

# Yt is not the Woman - makes the nations shake, that
is with child, travailing in birth, and pained to be deli-
Vered but it is the Child, when he is born, when the
mmons will begin to shake ; and then they will know if
thou art the woman, mentioned in the Revelation, to
bnng forth the man-child.” « This year, 1814, in the
alxty-ﬁfth year of thy age, thou shalt have a Son, by the
power of the Most High!” ¢ Being clothed with the
Bun, is the sun of righteousness, to arise with healing in
hls wings, to heal the Woman of the Fall; but how could
it be said the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife, without a spirie

tual visitation, to prove that, as the Bndegroom, I 'meant
tb come in spirit ?
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¢ It is the Son, that shall be born,
Fatal for those that do him scorn;
Because that I'll uphold his hand,
Aud bring destruction in the land
That doth despise the infant’s birth {”

#1 have felt increasing life,”” Joanna declares, in hep
Fifth Book of Wonders, ‘“ from the 16th of May, 1814,
to this day ; but never having had a child in my life, I
leave it to the judgment of mothers of children, who at-
tend meé, who give their decided opinion, that is is per-
fectly like a woman that is pregnant, Then now, 1 say, '
it remains to be proved whether my feelings and their
j‘udgmem be right or wrong, whether it is a child or
pot ; which a few months must decide, - or the grave must
decide for me; for I could not live to the end of thiy
year, with the increasing growth I have felt within sa
short a space, withput a deliverance. 1 have assigned
my reasons why I believed, and had faith to publish to
the world, that such an event would take piace ; and I
am truly convinced that wondrous events must take place
to fulfil the Scriptures before men caun be brought to the
kpowledge of the Lord, as spoken by the prophets, or the
fulﬁlment of the Gospel be accomplishgd. But, however
wen have mocked my folly and faith in believing what [
have pubhslled yet I plainly see that I should be mocked
much more, had I concealed it from the world till this
present time ; for then there would be room for the world
to mock as to my being a prophetess, and such an event
not to be foretold, to make it known, that men might bes
lieve.”

Extract from Joanna's Declaration respecting the Medical
opinions on her supposed Pregnancy.

* The first man that came into the room where
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wis, from the 11th of October, 1813, to the 1st day of
August, 1814, was Dr, Adams, who was called in, with
Messrs, Wetherell and Phillips, on account of my ill-
ness at that time, and for their opinion of my case.
When I had laid before them the manaer of my illness,
and the statement of all my complaints from the 17th
of March to that day, with my increasing size, and
feeling life within, Dr. Adams asked what was the ob«
ject of their meeting? Isaid, not to pass their judg-
ment according to my age, from the statement I had
given, or from being kept from any man’s coming into
my presence, from last October to that present time,
1st of August, or from the prophecies; all these things
they were wholly to divest themselves of ; all the judg-
ment that was required of them was, to give their api-
nion what they should judge of a young married we¢ man
in my situation, from every thing I had laid before them.
Dr. Adams answered immediately, I should not hesitate
a moment, or have any doubt of your being in a preg-
nant state, was it in a young woman; but as this was
a case of a particular nature, he thought an exami-
mation was necessary, and as 1 had been acquainted .
with Mr, Wetherell; and himself and Mr. Phillips were
strangers, he desired Mr. Wetherell would examine
me, and they would quit the rooms Mr. Wetherell
did examine me, and laid it before Doctor Adams and
Mr. Phillips, and Dr. Adams prescribed for me accord-
ing. Mr. Walker now applied to Dr. Walchman, and
. Mr. Owen applied to Mr. Horff. I then semt to Dr.
Adams, to beg the favour of his meeting them; he called
upon me, and said be would attend, I asked him if he

L
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had ever such a case brought before hini, of a woman
of my age? He said no, mever; neither had he ever
heard of such a case : therefore they could only pass sheir
judgment from the symptoms and appearance, was it in
a young woman, but this was a case could not be
reasoned upon. Wednesday following, he met the gen-
tlemen as appointed. When Dr. Walchman came, he
proposed an internal examination ; and said the medical
men should not all come up together, but one at 3 time,
and give their opinions separately, Dr. Adams then
came up, and after external examination, said, I had
every symptom of a woman in a pregnant state,and wrote
down his judgment thereon. He then told me of Dr.
Walchman’s proposal of examination, that it would be
closer than he had done. I asked Dr. Adams, what
Dr. Walchman meant by a closer examination ? He then
explained what the other meant ; this filled-me with such
horror, that 1 immediately said I would mot submit o
that;. for if they could notjudge from my situation, and
the examination he had made, then I would wait tild
the child made its appearance, strong enough to be
seen and felt without any examinationatall. Dr. Adamy
said, he himself should not have made such a request,
but Dr. Walchman refused seeing me, uanless I would
submit to such an examination: this I said I never
would submit to. Dr, Adamsinformed Dr. Walchmaa
of my determination, and they left the house, as
neither saw Dr. Walchman or Dr. Horff, This being
talked of, a Mr. Meallin, surgeon, applied to have per
mission; being a stranger, he was requested to leave
his address, and Mr, Phillips waited upon him., He gave
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a reference to Drs, Heavysides and Pearson ; afier that,

"he came_with Mr. Phillips, and after hearing my state-
ment, and examining me externally, he said he had
no doubt of my being in a pregnant state, though it was
a wonderful case, I told him the proposal Dr. Walch-
man had made of examination; at which he seemed
surprised, and said_ he conceived he could be no Judge
from such an examination of a woman at my age. Mone
day following, Mr. Foster. came; and after laying the
whole of my case before him, and he had examined me,
he gave it as his opimion, if it.was a young woman,
there was no doubt of my being in a pregnant state,
‘When I mentioned to him the proposals Dr. W. had
made of an internal examination, he.said (like Mr. Meal-
lin) he could be no judge from that, at.mvy time of life,
and the advanced time of the pregnancy; as those ex-
éminalions took place at an early period, at ladiés’ own
deslre, when they were not clear of being in the family’
way, and wished to know, or, when they went be«
yond the time, to bring on the pain. The next day
Mrs, Foster came, and Mrs. Lock, a female midwife, and
two others that have had families; afier laying my case
before them, and being strictly examined by the wo<
men, they all passed their judgment there was no doubt
of my being in a pregpaat state. After the exami-
pation, as we sat conversing together, I felt the life
working very strong within me ; Mre; Foster was sitting
close by my side, and perceived it ;- she immediately
laid her hand over me, and said she felt the life’ of the
child as siropg ‘as she ever felt-ome. of her own in'her
life; Mrs :[.ock, felt_it likewise ; the other two saw'it
o .
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movements,—Dr. Sims came with Mr. Wetherell ; he
heard all the symptoms, and examined me, but gave it
as his opinion, I was not with ehild, though he would
not say it was impossible, for all things were possible
with God ; yet he himself should not pass-his epinion I
was in the family way, bat aaid he would nottake it upon
himtosay I wasnat. When I asked him what he would
prescribe for me to prevent my sickness and pain, or to
bring me to an appetite, he mentiened -the same as Dr,
Adams had prescribed forme, but would not prescribe any
thing further; he mid he should seppose such an eventas
thl.s, if it took place, would not be hid in a corner. Itold
him, no ; there must be physicians and medical men pre-
gent ; he said he should he glad to be one, that he should
be happy to witness for me -against his own judgment.
Some ladies came to see me, and upon mentioning Dr.
Sims’s reason for his qpinion, one said, I have had eleven
children, and the objection he mentioned happened to
me with every one of them.

*¢ After Dr. Sims had passed his judgment, T sent
for a medical man, whom 1 knew was strong in unbelief,
that it cowld not be possible; and therefore I said I

" aept for hir, to kmow if he could prescribe any thing
that would do me good, if I was not in the family way ?
He heard .my statement from the beginning; he ex-
amined me ; and said if 1 was a young married woman,
hesbould say I was notin the family way, I asked him
what disorder he would judge I had to cause all the
PAiag, sigkness, and she iacrease of my body ? He snaid
he looked upon it I had been Jong in a debilitated
state ; and the severe pain I had felt in my beck was
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froms a hurt in the kidneys, whith' was the catse of all
my other complaintsg that niyf si€knéss proceeded from'a
lodgmedt of bile in iy stointh, whith prevented wie
from' having an appetite, bat rémove the caase and the
effects would ceasé. I told him I would' mot take any
thing that I thought would be' htiitful to'a woman
in a family way; He seéfit me two draughts, but Mr.
Phillps advised me riot te' take them. Sooti' aftet he
‘was gote, Mr. Hopgay camie; hé heard the stitement,
atd éxemined my breusts, and ottdide my clothes, said
thére was no oecasiva fot aiy further examindtion, I
asked him what would be hid'judgment if T wasa young
married womdn > he said that was ah unfair' qaestion;
and he would not answer it: he wias then desiréd tb an-
swer in his own way ; he said he did not think I was
with'child, but'his judgment might not be worth twes
petce. 1 then' enquired what he thought my disorder
wvas; hé saitt T had no~ dlseake, no Jlebrdér, but wasin
perfect héalth, After he was gone I thought his judg-
ment’ codld’ not be” worth a penny, to say I bad no
didease, no disorder, and was in perfect health, whea
T'had suffered from pain, sicknesd, loss'of appetite, and
hiad ‘gone through mote than I ever experienced in my
life' from the '17th of March to that time; and at that
time could kéep nothing on my stomach but fruit, vege-
tables, and liquids, nothing solid could I take., Here: I
hidve given a clear statement of the different jadgments
of the medical gentlemen that 1 was examined by.
Nine I have séén} six out of the nine passed their opi.
nion, Iwas in"a state of pregnancy, lhe other three
said I am not ; tﬁerefore I wis ordered that o examination
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should take place ; what bad been alréady, was sufficient
to shew different judgments of men, - 1 have found a con
siderable alteration in myself, - by féeling the life much
stronger, and moving in different ways to what it had
before ; and more particularly when 1 removed from my
own house, I felt it much lower, and much greater
" weight: but should it prove not to be a child in the end,
it must bring me to the grave, If there is ‘a possibility
of my being deceived, that the life within should bring
death upon me, without making its appearance 'in the
world, | now promise to give liberty to open my body ;
so that, either in death or life, they will'be enabled to
judge of a cause that never was brought before medical
ineq, of a woman at my age.”

]

According to the conclusion of the above statement,
Joanna seems to express herself as though ﬁer'infal'libility
‘was doubtful. We sincerely wish that such a symptom
‘may be productive of a restoration of her reason; that
she may, by a repentant depqrt(tn.ent,,niaké some amends
for what we hope arose more from distemper than from a
depravation ‘of principle ; and when Pert.'ectlyrreco!'erevd,
Yet her feel herself happy that, by her amendment, she
has escaped the following denypciation, pronounced by
the Almighty, by his prophet Ezekiel, xiii. 18, &c. 1=

““ Thou son of man, set thy face against the daughters
of thy people, WHICH PROPHECY OUT OF THEIR OWYN
nEeart, and prophésy thou against them ;

¢ And say, Thus saith the Lord God, woe to the woman
that hunt souls? Will ye hunt the souls of my people,
andwill ye save thy souls alive that come untoyou 2
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-... * And will ye pollute me among my people for hand-
:fals of barley and for pieces.of bread, to stay the soulsthat
-should not die, and to save. the souls alive that should not
‘live, -BY YOUR LYING TO MY PEOPLE THAT HEAR YOUR LIES?
. *¢ Wherefore: thus saith. the Lord God, ! Behold I.am
against you, and will let the souls go, even the souls that
yehunt té make them fly. .
B and deliver my people out of your hand, and
,they shall be no more in your hand to be hunted ; and ye
-sha}]l know that I am the Lord.
 Because with lies ye have made the heart of the rzghteom
aad wHOM I HAVE NOT MABE 8AD, and strengtiened the
-hands of the wicked, that he should. not return from hls
‘wicked way, by promising him life. : . ~
... B¢ Therefore ye shall see no more; vanity, nor dmne
divinations ; for I will deliver. my people out of your
hand, and ye sball know thatI am the Lord.”

" By way of !conclusxoq, wg will offer a few remarks,?as
,jucontrovertible proofs of the fallacy by which. .the
grossest and most ;.bsurd impesition is attempted on.the
'mmds of the unsuspectmg and the unwary.
The' sacg‘ed Scriptures are of that. wonderfnl descnp-
tlon, that it requires all the solid powers of intellect to-di-
_vine the true meaning of many parts of that vast,cade of
ganctity comprised in the Old and New Testaments.—
.With respect to the first,seventy-two learned Rabbins em-
4 ployed their deep erudition, and yet the Bible ig still said
mot_to be satisfactorily translated ; nor are we eyen to
this day determined respecting some of the prophecies of
Paniel, The doctrines inthe New Testament have been
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involved ia equal Joubt by these wiiose teipers have in-
deced them to give different iaterpritatious tb simildr
-sentences ; and gteat learning- has beén digplayed in re.
coneiling the various apparent differences of the sacred
Scripiures;: to adapt them, agreeably to:sheir original
jatention, for our learning and instractidn. -

If, then, so much labour has' been: exerted, so much
‘eradition’ expefided; o many ages Have elapsed, and
mankind still didsatisfied, let us ask-this plain; honést .
question: Can it be reasopablé to'suppobe thiat a poot, un-
instructed, and illiterate old woien is ‘ebdued with sv ca-
pacious an understanding:as ta develope the hiddenthings
.which the Almighty, in bis unsedrchablé wisdom; his
not permitted, nor.will permit, his finite creatures to
koow, -till his awn providence shall grant such authority,
as to ‘his own tnerring: wisdom shall seemd meet? How
dreadfully* wicked then nrust it be in’any one to aisame
Ppretensions of superior sanctity, of familiar conversation
with the Deity, or of presumifig-tv claim any of Kis aterie
butes! And yet this has beén done, andafélieﬁobd"ﬂ-
‘brioated to give colour to 'thé! pfbjett .

When the apostles recelved their missioh, they werd,
though origindlly miany of ‘them’ igwbrant mien; endued
-by théir Lord and Master with the’ gift of téhgires,” and
other Yaalifications proper for them to spread thé traths
-of the ‘Gospel dispenstiori‘to'every coriterof the exftl,
-where it sHall floafish till time shalt be n6 moré. We
will instance onfy one’ of ‘thesé extfadrdlhaty mén, Sk
Peter, - He was only a fishermdn ; yet who wifl réud his
epistles, and not deckire that they aré'the compositions of
an inspived writer? History ifornis of aled; by the'tras
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vels of the apostles and evangelists to very far distant
¢limes, that they must have been blessed with wonderfal
talents to preach the dectrines for .which most of them
were martyred, in such very remote regiona.: Couse-
quently the hand of the Abnighty was very evideatly
shewn in the means he took to spread his Gospel.

" But is any qualification of this nature, attachable to Jo-
anna, or any of her followers? Have they not taken
- such freedoms with the sanctity of their Redeemer asto
form addresses to him nearly bordering on the grossest
libertinism? Who can read (if they have patience te go
through with it) that v1le piece of profanation, caled
Joanna’s intercourse with the Spmt « whilst in bed with
Townl‘ey,” and not shudder!’
© We will, however, close this part of our disagreeable
subject by stating to our readers what, upon reference,
will be self-evident, which is, that Joanna and her ad-
hereats have attempted to impase upon their fellow~creas
tures an impudent falsehood, by mutilating the text of .
Scripture on which they pretend to build their whole
superstructure. Joanna has declared herself to be ¢ the
Bride,” * the Woman clothed with the Sun,” &c.; but
neither she nor her adherents have told us where these mi-
raculous circuinstances are to take place. It remains
with us to satisfy ourselvesand our readers irf this respect;
and though it may overturn the mental fraud of Joanna,
and all her concerns, we have only to desire all persons,
as it materially concernsthem, to turn tothe Revelations
of St. John the Divine, ch, xii. v, 1 and 2, and they will
find what follows :— '
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¢ AND THERE APPEARED A GREAT wonper—IN HEA-
VEN ;—A WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN, AND THE -
Moon unpes HER Feer, anp uron HEr Heap A Crown
or TweLvE STARs ; AND SHE BEING WITH CHILD CRIED,
TRAVAILING IN BIRTH, AND PAINED TO BE DELIVERED.”

We think, that by restoring the true reading, ‘in
HEAVEN,” to the above verses, we shall also prove by
what deception the public have been attempted . to be
duped ; and till we can discover that Heaven is geogra-
phically situated in or near Exeter, London, Manches-
ter, Leeds, &c.&c. we shall think it right to assert, that
it will be best,—instead of attending to LYING PROPHE-
cies,—to be satisfied with our condition, and to attend to
what St. John was commanded to write to the church in
Thyatira ;= o '

¢That which ye bave already, hold fast till I (the
Messiab) come.”—Rev. v. 25.
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JOANNA SOUTHCOTT

PROPHECIES
'SLNT TO THE PRINCE RAGENT, THE BISHOPS, &c.

IN the sth Book Wonders, Joanna states, I was ordered
by the Spirit to send the book, with my portrait, te the Prinos
Be%vent, to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, Bis

of Warcester, Duke of Gloucester, Lord Grosvenor, Lerd El+
lenborough, and the Recorder of London. I have likewiss
sent it to the Duke of Kent, the Bishop of. London, aad the
Bishop of Salisbury. And this has been ordered to be done to
prevent any imposition being practised, either in my oame by,
others, or, if  am led by & wrong spirit myself, it will be proved
this year, and that no imposition may be fractised upon the
Jews, whea I know, without a doubt, that I am with child.—
Iam ordered to putin gublic print all the names above mene
tioned, that [ have sent the book and likeness to, that the He-
brews abroad, as well as thosein England, may know that no
deceit was practised upon them; but that the heads and rulers
of thz nation were made acquainted with it before it tools

_——m

+' LETTER TO THE NATION,
INSERTED IN THE TIMES NEWSPAPER, OCT. 28, 1813.

% Y, Joanwa Souracorr, have been more than twelve years
publicly warning the nation of 'what the Lord hath revealed
unto me he will do upon the earth; and the events have been
daily fulfilling abroad and at home, which causes some to be-
lieve the visitation to be from the Lord; while others, with.
the most infamous abuse and falsehood, have publicly declared
me to be an Impostor; and others, with the same ignoranceand
folly, say that my wntings are from the Devil, full of bls?hvg

» ,
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my, and wondered that the Bishops should have suffered me
to go on in this mianner. I have borne the mockery and abuse
of men, but now let all their wonder cease; for I shall return
to mock them, as they have mocked me, and prove it is the
devil, in the form of man, from whence all this malice and
persecution proceeds, _ .
And now I shall say with David, *If I lrave been vile, I
will still be viler;” and if I have been bold; T will be bolder.—
_ 'To my other Prophecies I have added two books, lately pub~
lished, intituled, “ Book of Wonders;” and five more will ap-
ear hereafter, which I defy all the Bishops in England, the
gllembers of Parliament, and all the Judges in the land, with
all the judgment they can form together, 1o be able to prove
these two Books of Wonders, with the other Prophecies, were
ever brought round by the wisdom 4nd knowledge of the devil,
or by the wisdom and knowledge of an Impostor. .
i~ Let the Bishops come forward, with the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy,
-and I will soon convince them that.I could as svon make the
world, as I could make my writings, and bring them round in
the manner they have been brought round to be fulfilled. I
am not so wise asthe world makes.me; therefore I shall give
unto the Lord the honour and glory thatis due unto his name =
and those that say they are from the devil, I shall torn their
,blasphemy upon their own heads; because it is blasphemry to
sady, that such wisdom, knowledge, and power, -can be in the de-
wil. And I was answered this mornifg, that if men went on
in this way, and the Bishops did not awaken, to preve the cal-
ling is from on high, to stop this blasphemy in men, that awful
ju«fgmeuts uhouhf now come on, upon them and upon the na-
tion: for these are the words said unto me.:— -
¢ “T will laugh at their calamity; I will mock when their fear
‘cometh: when your fear cometh as desolation, and your de-
struction cometh as a whirlwind: when distress and anguish
come upon you ; then shall they call upon mE, but I will not
« answer ; they shall seek me early, bat they shall not find me B
for I have looked and there is none to help; and I wondered
that there was none to uphold; therefore mine own drm
brought salvation’ unto me; and my fury upheld me; and 1
will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them
drm}l’kﬁ in my fury; I will bring down their strength to the
garth. )
. This is the vojce of the Lord unto me, from the Scripture
" Prophecies. “ The watchmen are blind; they are alliguorant ;
they are all dumb dogs that cannot bar, sleeping,'laylng down
go slumber.” But this is the answer of the Lord to me, % The;
.sball be visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder and wit

[
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earthquake, and great noise, with storms and témpests, and the
flame of devouring fire. Stay yourselves and wonder, cry ye
out, and cry, they are drunken, but not ‘with wine; they are
staggered, but not with strongdrink. " The Lord shall go forth
as a mighty man; he shall stir up jealpusy as a man of war;
he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies.—
I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and re-
strained myself; now will I cry like a travailing woman; I
will destroy and devour at once.”

-« Here are the threatenings that Tam now ordered to bringout
tothe Nation, of the Scriptures that the Lordwill fulfil, if men
now carelessly sleep after THIs wARNING; but if they awake
as men out of sleep, and obey the call, they then may look to
the promises in the following chapters: Jsaiah 1,8, 9, ch. xlvi.
ch. Ixv. and ch. Ixvi.

This I am ordered to put in the public papers ; and if I have
noone to come forward to plead my cause for me, the Lord is
working a way for.me to ll)ead it myself, and shame all that

. shamed me, and confound all that confounded me,
. Now as Rowland Hill called my friends three and twenty
mad fools, for believing that my visitation was from the Lord,
let him bring forward three and twenty mad fools to prove these
Two Books, which I have lately (Yublished‘, with my other
Prophecies, were ever brought round by the wisdom of a wo-
man, or the wisdom of the devil; then they must bé mad
fools, indeed, if they attempt it; for it has been none but mad -
fools that have written a book against me yet, by Satan’s form-
ing himself in them; and that'their publications have proved.

) Joaxna SoutHcoFT,
Oct. 96, 1813, .
[ —— ]

\. WARNING TO THE BISHOPS,

“ 3Y THE COMMAND OF THE LORD;” INSERTED IN THE
MORNING HERALD, NOVEMBER, 9TH, 1813.

“ As the Public say that the Bishops will not give them-
selves the trouble of searching whether my Visitation is of
God, or not, the following answer was given to me by the
Spirit :— )

« If they go on according to the judgment of men, and
thoy art confined one year in'this house,as a prisoner, through
their neglect, then in one year I will cut them all off, like the
three signs [ have mentioned, Know I told thee I shquld be-
gin at the sanctuary.” -

4
b}
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- 'The first sign was of the Bishop’s death, in 1796, which
was put in the band of the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy. The second
sign was in 1801 ; as the Bishop of Exeter refused to hear of
the Visitation, I was ordered to come to London, and St. Pe-
ter’s bell should toll for the Bishop when 1 returned to Exeter
again, and tbis was fulfiled in 1803. . The other was the
threatening to the Bishop of London, in 1804, as he refused 10
hear of the Visitation, when applied to. And, as the Lord
fulfilled his word with them, I am answered, that he will ful-
il his word ‘with all, if they do not exert the power they are
invested with, And this I am atrictly commanded to pusin
the newspaper. K

And now I am called back to my former writings, where it
8 said, “One mounth you'll see your destiny, what will befall
your land;” so this month fixes the destiny for the ensuing
year, either for blessings. or judgments. If the Bishops keep
silence till this month of November is over, then they ma;
keep silence until next Navember, 1814, For Iam answeml
that now the time is come of the fulfilment of a letter I sent
to the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy, in 1796:—* Awake, my Shepherds,
saith the Lord, leat I kindle a fire in mine anger, and a wrath
in my fury, that shall bura to the nethermost hell. But if ye
awake, Q Zion, and put on {:mt beautiful garmepts, O Jeru-
salemn, then shall your light break forth as the mor:i:g. and
your righteousness appear as the noon-day sun; God,
even our God, will give us his blessing.” .

These are the promises, these are the threatenings, which I
was ordered to send to him, in 1796; apd now] am answered,
that the Lord will fulfil them one way or other, according as
the command is obeyed or disobeyed. - The Bishops are now
called ug:n to judge between the Shepherd -and the Sheep,
from a book lately published, entitled, “ The Second Book ef
Wonders.”

JoaNwa SouTHCOTT.

\
4

! TO THE PUBLIC AT LARGE.

& LETTER OF PROPHECY, BY JOANNA SOUTHCOTT, INSERTED
} © IN THE MORNING -HERALD. _

My former Letlers of Warning have roused varivus passions
in men, and some public comments. Among the latter Ishall
notice a letter in the Stourbridge paper of the 13th instan
signed Epuraiu, whereinhe advises me to “ make a ficnd 0

Y

s
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his Satanic Majesty ; ashe may lay his faithful paw upon me ;*
therefore he advises me to * court his favour—speak kindly of
him ; for itis good to have a friend wherever we go.”

I shall answer him from the words of Solomen,—“ A4 fool's
bolt is saom shot ; the soul of the wicked desireth evil ; and wis-
dom is too kigh for a fool.””” But he who thinks to fiud a friend
in the devil will find himself deceived. 1 put no trust in mat;
then I certainly shall not put trust in the devil, who hath used .
his utmost endeavours to work in the hearts of men agsinst
me: and formed himself in men, to cast out floods of lies:
agiainst me. I have not beiit upon such sandy foundations
Though the world laugh at my weakness, to believe that the
Bishops will give themselves the trouble of coming forward
and pass their judgment as required; I put no more trust i

" the Bishops, as men, than I do in their chariots or horses; but
my trust is in the Lord of Hosts, who saith to the proud waves
of the sea—Hitherto shalt thou go, and no further: who can
say to the south, give up; and 1o the north, keep not back;
who e¢an make his people willing in the day of his power.
Thisisthe FarTn that I rely upon—the rock of .acxs, and the
God of salvation—that the gates of hell cannot Erevail against;
and this is the rasTa thatour 8aviour said, in his Gospel, was
like the wise man, building his house upon the rock, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house : and it fell not; for it
was founded upon the rock : and this is the rock, which I have
built upon ; and, therefore my kouse will not fall; but thoss
who bave built, like this foolish man, will find their houses to
be built on the sand; and great will be the fall thereof. ‘

And now-1 am ordered teur&ut ip the newspaper a part of &
Prophecy givento me yest , Jor the public at large :—

“ I tell thee, that the ensuing year will bie such a year as
never was seen in England, since it was a nation; for, if m
commands are obeyed, that I send blessings to the nation, suc
as wesenever experienced before: yet Satan’s weapons will be
strong, with rage and fary, to fight in men, till, like Sodom
and éo’momlh, they will be destroyed, and swefpt away with
the besom of destruction. But, from the days of Noan, there
is a long warning, to awaken those who are not so strongly
filled with the devil against my coming to bring in my king-
<dom of righteousness and peace. Thy pa1TH is given to thes
as a gift of God, which the world can neither give thee, nor
take it from thee: and they will find that the sound of thy
Master’s fect is bohind thee,”

: Joanya Sourncerr.
Friday, Nov. 19, 1813.
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LETTERS OF PROPHECY, BY JOANNA SOUTHCOTT.

“ Tuoucn the Bishops are silent to the request made of
them, and the warning given them, that they will not come
forward to support the work, if it be of GOD, or to confute it,
if not ; yet I am informed that one of the Bishops-hath said,
that I have done more mischief than ever an individual had
done before. . )

“ T can scarcely eredit the report to be tfue, that a Bichop
should see it in this light, and not use his authority to- stop
the “ mischiéf,” when the power is put into his hands. -

¢ T shall answer such Bishops, as the King’s Jester once
answered him. When a nobleman sent a petition to his ma-
Jjesty, to crave his pardon for a third murder he had commit-
ted, the king said to his jester, ¢ I know not what .to do con-
cerving this man: he hath killed two nren before, which I
pardoned him for, and now he hath killed the third.” The
Jester answered. ¢ No, he has not killed three men; he has
killed but one”” His majesty asked how he could make out
that? The jester said, **if thou hadst had him hanged for’
the first man, he would never have killed another; so thou
hast killed the other two.” ¢ Ah!” said the king, “ dost-thou
say so? then he shall never kill another.”—To this I was an-
awered— : : :

¢ Now let the Bishop be as wise as the king, or out of his
own mouth will I condemn him if he sees this 'mischief go-
ing on, and doth not 'stir to prevent it, when I have put it
in his power, and he jndge it is from the devil, he will find my
anger kindled against him, if he still lets it go on. Will they
-suffersio of the blackest dye to go on, and never stir one step.
to stop the torrent of thisevil? Then let them know that m
Jud&mems are just, to cut them off, as comberers of the grouund.
If all should speak as thou hast heard of dne, then out of their
own mouths will I condemn them all: for they shall find that
thoy art in perfect obedience.to my commands. And will
they call this mischief? Then let them kaow mycommands,
which stand on record—be clear in judging that you may be
- justin condemning. And now to their consciences thou must

appeal, whether they think it be right to see mischief spread-
ing throughout the land, and they standing silent to have it -
80, when 1t is put in their power to preventit? For, on one
side or other the sin must be great ; because they must know
if thy visitation be from the Lord, and they call it mischiefin
thee to obey my commands; then théir sins must be great,
for condemning my love in warning them of my coming to
gstablish peace and righteousness on the earth, If this be de-
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spised, let them Gwn the justice of ‘my anger and’ indignation
-at the hlasphemy that is daily spoken against my visitation.

$ And this is my command to the Bishops, if they wish to
find favour in my sight, as I have invested them with power,
I bave put in their hands. This is my gommand to thee, that
stheti may see the justice of my threatenings, if all be treated
with silent contempt.”~Thisis the answer of the Lord to me.
2 . . JoaxNa SouTHcOTT.

Y

Oh Sunday, July 81,1814, Mr. Tozer, (a lath render, who

hag for some time obtruded himself on the public notice, as
‘an asserter of the mission of Joanna) delivered in the pulpit
bf Joanna’s chapel, Duke.street, Webber-row, St. George’s
fields, the following sentences: —
¢ Brethren, I am ready to take my sacramental oath, that
no man has seen or spoken to Joanna Southcott, since
“August, 1813."—Again, * The world will be soon convinced
-of the truth of our doctrine, for our spiritual mother will
bring forth the true Messial, before the 12th of next Ja-
nuary. ‘
’ »5’; have sufficiently dilated on Mr. Reece’s opinion rea
lfecti-n Joanna’s preguancy : We shall now insert the opinion
‘also of one of the most eminent in his profession, the ve-
nerable Dr. Sims :

TO THE EDITOR OF THE MORNING CHRONICLE.
Sir, . .
Several parsons havinE expressed A wish that I would vi-
.sit Joanna Southcott, that they might be better satisfied what
foundativu there was for a report that she was pregnant, L
consented to accompany one of her friends, & surgron and
accoucheur of experience, for that purpose, on the 18th of
August. He informed me, on my way thither, that the
.most satisfactory examinoation would not be permitted, but
-that thus was not at all necessary, as no professional man
-could have a doubt of her situation. upun seeing the state of
her breasts, and feeling the outside of her abdomen.

Her appearance gave no reason to doubt the truth of her
statement, that she was in her sixty-fifth year, and that she
:had cea-ed to menstruare since she was forty-eight; circum-
stances under which her pregnancy was naturally incredi-
ble, aud were it real, mi?ht well enough have induced a be-
-lief that 1t was supernatural.

. I endeavoured, however, not to prejudge the case. butte
form my opiniun of her situation fiom the symptoms alone,
.a% I should have done had she been only farty-five years °

‘
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of age, aad therefore within the period of , probable preg-
naocy. : :

It is quite uonecessary here to relate her conversation,
in which she asserted, she had been commanded to
keep her apartment, and to admit 2o male to visit her for a

of some months; suffice it to say, that during  thie
term, she stated herself to have conceived of a son, whe would
be born before the harvest was over. She shewed me her
breasts, which she said had been before flabby and shrivelled,
with the nipple drawn in: they were now piump, the yeins
large and visible, the nipple red and protruded : they bad not,
however, the elasticity natural te the breasts of a prs t wo-
man, and the ereola was pale, partly covered with a little
whitish scurf, and the outer circle not all defined, but grow.
ing very gradually fainter. They gave me, upon the whole,
more the 1dea of the breasts of an ald woman grown cor-
pulent, than those of & pregnant woman. She stated, how-
:}:erl.) tl;‘at she was in general grown thinner, especially about

€ back,

The feel of the abdomen, through her linen, was not unlike
that of a woman in the eighth month of her Eegnmcy, but, as
it seemed to me, less hard, except at the lower part, whers
there ap;aeared to be a solid tumour, reaching not far above the
pubes, 1 proposed to put my ﬁngjru n the navel, without
any covering, which was permitted. a?his part I found sunk
in, notat all protruded as in pregnancy. Inmaking this exami-
nation I was not sensible of any motion, which she insisted
upon being so strong, that she could not only feel it herself,
but that it had been seen by others who were sitting near her.

In enumerating the symptoms, she mentioned sickness at
stomach, violent pain about the period of quickening, and
great increase of the sickmess, with bilious vomitings at that
time ; nor did she omit a sort of longing or extraordinary
cravings for asparagus, when she had otherwise a total loss
ofappetite ; but the order of symptoms was not according to
their usaal occurreace, the sickness, instead of .ceasing at the
quickening, becoming at that time much more excessive.

Considering all the above appearances, I did not hesitate
to declare it to be my opinion, that Jeanna Southcott was et

‘ pregnant; but was told I was the first medical man that had
seen her that was not perfectly satisfied of the contrary.
. T believe that her uterine organs are diseased, and that the
breasts, as it is usval, sympathizing with those parts, have
an increased quantity of blood determined to them., Had I
Mu?ht the external appearances such as ought to lead to 2
belief in her pregoancy, I should have urged the propriety of
her submitting to a more satisfactory examination ; but feeling,
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as I did, a perfect conviction that she was not with child, it
seemed to me unnecessary to insist upon any further enquiry.
Haviag observed in the newspapers, that assertions ate re-
peatediy made, that emimest accoucheurs have declared this
woman to be prégnant, I am desireus ot to be reckoned of
that numbper. Yet before I conclude I feel it right te say, that
I-am coovinced that this poor woman is ne impostor, but
that she labours under a streng rhental delusion.

e JOHN SIMS.
September 8d, 1814,

In the Third Book of Wonders is annoanced “ the coming
of 8srron, with a cill to the Hebrews.” The Spirit says, p. 4,
“ This year, in the 65th year of th a? thou shalt have a
Son by the power of the Most Higz, which if they receive as
their Prophet, Priest, and King, then T will restore them
to their own land, and cast out the heathen for their
saltes; as I cast out them when they cast out me, by rejectin
me as their Swviour, Prince, and Eing, for which I said
was born, but not at that time to establish my kingdem.” In-
consequence of this announcement, the followers of Joawwa
Soutndory, in town and eountry, are making all sorts of ne--
cBssar geepuation. It is certainly true, that she has
literally been overwhelmed with presents.—Laced caps, em-
broidered bibs, and worked robes,—a mohair mantle, which
cost 150/.—splendid pap-spoons and caudle-cups (one shaped
like a deve) have been poured in upon her, till she has at
length determined to receive no more of such things. To
complete the desired apparatus, a maﬁniﬁcent Crib has just
been finished by one of our first upholsterers, and sent to
her residence, of which the following is a description:

This Manger and Crib was made by Mr. Seddons,of Alders-

te-street, according to the order of, we believe, a carcase

utcher, jointly with some gentlemen, who believe she i‘gw
pregnant &— ’

The Crib, farmibg 4o oblong square, is of the usual size
of -modern Cribs; the frame made with sati-wood, richly
ornamented with gold; the dides and ends filled with
lattice-work gilt. body of the Crib, called the Maxgzs,
i sichly lined with blue satin, drawn together so as.to give it
the appearance of fluted-work. The pillars which support it.
are taper, with ribbons of gold entwising round them. The
head clth is of blue gatin, with a celestial crown' of gold em-
broidored upomit, and undetneath appeats the word SHILOH,
in Hebrew characters, exhibinal in gold spangles. Over .the
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head part of the Crib is an elegant canopy of blue satin, lined "
with the finest white muslin, to draw together to a point,
and fastened underpeath, by a rose of blue satin. The outer
point of the cano})y is finished with a figure of a Dove of gold
resting on a small white ball, with an olive sprig ir its mouth,
Around the outer rim of the canopy is inscribed in letters of

\d, —¢ 4 free-will offering by -Faith to the promised Seced.

he curtains are trimmed with narrow gold lace : the drape-
ries blue satin edged with gold fringe, looped with gold line
and tassels. The 1nner curtains of fine white muslin. :

The Crib, or Cot, fits within the former, and hangs upon
swivels, that a proper motion may be given to it whenever
the young Prince may require rocking. '

“This Crib is made of satin wood, fitted in with most beau-
tiful cane-work, whence passes a cord of gold to a pedal, de-
signed to rock the cradle whenever proper. for the infant, and
to prevent the necessity of leaning over the manger, to in-
commode the supernatural babe. ! :

The bed is of the figest eider-down, in white:covering; the
coverlet «of the richest white satin, with a medallion in the
centre, bearing the figure of the Lamb lying down with the
Lion. The Lamb worked in silver—the Lion in gold. These
are surmounted by what is called the Tree of Life worked in
gold. The sheets for the bed are of the best cambric, edged-
with expensive lace. ' =

This bauble, with its ornaments, decorations, bedding, &c.
cost upwards of Two Hundred Pounds !!! Not one shilling of
which would have been bestowed in real charity to preservea
wretched family from starving! '

p—————]

~THE FOLLOWING APPEARED IN THE SUNDAY
e MONITOR.
a3 Sept. 15, 1814,

Sir,— Having seen, this day, on ahand-bill what will be
the contents of your paper next Sunday, I thought the follow.
ing authentic account would be acceptable, viz. That there
has been this week purchased, printed in_Imperial quarto, a
Bible, which is putinto the hands of a distinguished binder,
(in a Street in the.City Road) to bhe bound in a singularly
superb manner; which book, after the accouchement of Mrs.
SouTHCoTT, i8 intended to be l;:resented to her. son—vhe sup-
posed “ Promised Seed,” and the Elijah that was to cume, as
expressed by Malachi the Prophet. .
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- Tnx Bisie is to:be bound in red morocco, with a bor-
der cdnsistiniof the most significaut and deepest theosophical
figures—(Within)—at each corner, is to be a Dove, with an
qfwe branch. Atthe top, the Eye of Providence looking down,
encircled vith glory, and a vast sumber of cherubs descending

om it, following  Jesus Christ,” (which is to be written)and
over the name is to be a Celestial Crown, with five stars upon
it,.in a glory; the whole encompassed with Clouds to represent
Jesus Christ with his Angels ending to the earth in the
Clouds of Heaven. On each side is to bea Star, and on the
earth below is to be the Tree of Life, with twelve manner of
Fruits, anda Lion and Lamb opposite each other, with a Three-
Jo/d Rose and Lilly (against the animals) growing from one
stem. Beneath them is to be an Imperial (Regal) Crown, with-
¢ Shilob” written underit, surrounded with an amazingﬁlory,_
and on the sides of the Tree, &c. to be written, * the Bride-
groom and Bride united.”

fOln the (gilt) leaves is to be impressed Cherubs in the midst
of glory.

he Back 13 T0o BE LETTERED,—* This Holy Bible is the Gift
of a Family by Faith to the promised Seed.”’ Above which is to
be the Celestial Crown, with 1. H. S. under it, beneath is to be
the Reitl Crown, with ¢ Shiloh”’ in Hebrew under that.

The Insipe or THE BIBLE is to be lined with pale blue wa-
tered silk, and a red morocco border on the cover, and first leaf
baving init theinitials of a Family’s name, and some Theoso-
phical Figures, and within that border is to be another impress-
ed on the silk with gold, comprised of Cherubsand a Theoso-
phical Figure at each corner; in the centre is to be impressed
the Celestial Crown, with five Stars upon it, and * Shiloh” in
Hebrew tobe written underit, encompassed with glory.

It will be completed about the first of October.

*,* In consequence of the precedingLetter, we immediately
applied to the Binder, whose name was communicated to us, to
ascertain that the statements were correct. We saw the Bible,
:nd fpl:nel:ld the preparations for binding it to be exactly as above

escribed.

We join in opinion with Bell’s Weekly Messenger in ‘what

llows: .

¢« Howevér distinguished we may be, in comparison with our ances-
tors, for general information and science, we scruple not to say, that
the darkest period of our history can scafcely farnish a parallel in-
stance to the credulity and blindvess that prevail amougst the follow-
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ers of this woman. That she must be eitbet an unfortuonte lunatic,
or a deliberate money-getting impostar, is evident ; and in either case
it is evident that some stop should be put to that torrent of fanaticism
and blasphemy, which flows from her preaching and publications. - If
she be insane, why has she not the benefit of proper medical advice ?
Bat if this apology cannot be offered for her ravings, it & right she
shoold be told, that though the laws of her country nnn?wlsely tolerant
in all matters of religions opinion, they bave provided that the sacred
same of the Deity shall not be profaned with fmpunity. * ALs
BLASPREXIES AGAINST GoD, ALL INPOSTURES IN RELIGION, AS
FALSELY PRETENDING TO BATRAORDINARY COMMISSIONS FROM
GOD, ARD TERRIFYING OR ABUSING THE PEOPLE WITH FALSE
DENUNCIATIONS OF JUDGMENT, inasmuch ag they tend to subvert
all religion and morality, are punishable by the temporal judges with
JSine and imprisonment, and also such corporal infamous punishment
as to the Court in discretion shall seem meet, according to the heineus~
nogs of the crime.”—1 Hawk. Pleas of the Crown, ¢. 1.

PRINTND BY RAMNBLIF AND SEEXFANG; GARBICK-MILE,
TRANBA-STAERT: .
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