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LIFE AND ADVENTURES

QF

JOANNA SOUTHCOTT.

$

J OANNA SOUTHCOTT was bora at Gitsham,
a small town in Devonshire, in the year 1758; her

father was in the farming line, and his religion was
that of the established church. We do not find
that Joanna’s juvenile days were marked with'any

very singular events. Indeed, we have'in one of

her publications (called ¢ What mannér of commu-

nications are these,”) a large account of her love -
affairs, particularly her correspondente with Noah -
Bishop, one of her chief adirers, but I see nothing !
in' it deserving notice, unless it be the eccentricity
of her disposition, manifested in her conductto-

wards her paramour. ‘This, it must be owned, .

was somewhat singular, for though they had a

mutual affection for each other;, she always rejected

o)

x B Yo A IREEY N

his offers. -
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The short narrative in one of her books, that she
calls her history, is hardly worth reciting, being only
what she calls herselt *“ The Ristory of her Lovers;”
though (strange to tell), she says, she was ORDERED
to write it! According to Joanna’s own account,
(of the' ‘tiuth'of which 1 bavewo doubt,) at a very
early period, her mind was susceptible of religious
impressions, and was much influenced by the
Truths of the Gospel. This is her own account :
“ From my early age, the’ fear of the Lord was
‘“ deeply placed on my mind and heart. Reading
“¢ the Gospel of Christ and all the persecution he
“¢ wept through, made me love him, and fear to
“.offend him : and I felt my heart bura with'indig-
‘“ nation against his accusers; and that as I grew in
““ years 1 grew in grace, and in the fear of the
¢ Lord.” Under these impressions, we may natu-
rally suppose, that Joanna exetcised herself very
much in reading the Bible ; and the more so, as her
mind was not diverted from it by other pursuits;
for it is evident, that she veceived but-a very illi-
beral education. Thus given up to the reading and
study ‘of the Scripture, she of course, hecamg very
couversant with the Bjble, and retained a great deal
of it in her memory. This was a good beginning, -
and when I compare such a begianing with the .
present state of her religious pursuits, and the his-.
tory thereof, since her religious plirensy took pos-
segsion: of her mind, it fills me with surprise, with .
pity, with indignation, aud with horror. - To Jupnns,
may fitly be applied, St. Payl’s address to the Ga-
lafions . “ Ye did ryn well ; who did hinder you. that
ye should nat obey the Tryth. It was in the year
1792, that Joanna first gave herself up to. the spirig
of,delusion, when she opened her commission ; de-
clared herself visited by an invisible spirit, whichshe
called  the Spirit of Prophecy,” and that her Mis-
sion (which was from the Lord,) was to declare to
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thee world: the, néar approach of the. Millbnnimne; amf
-other extraordinary things. - This prefended Mis-

sion, I have already proved to be a delasion by my |

Fricudly Addreds to.her Followers, and my Anui-
qmadversions: on: her: Prophecies. - To tidce this de-
lusion:tq its sousce, I refer the réaddr to two places
in Joanna’s writings, Strange Effeets of Faith, page
195 and 203, - In the'194th aud: 195th pages, Joanna
. relates:-a stovy concerning her uncle, who wasa
very ‘pibus young mian, atid seemed much fitter for
another world than for this. : This young man went
to sea, and when he was going, felt his mind much
impressed with ah idea, that-he should hever re-
mrnagain to his friends ;. and under that impression
ook his leave.* - . . C
In 'his absénck, his mother was troubled in her
dreams: for.him, and thought she should see him
no more, The young. man was lost in his passege
ome, the vessel going to the bottom, and all on
oard. perished except one. The inference that
doasna drew, ffom this circumstance was, that < the
¢ Lord was round our beds, and in our paths, the
 samée now as he was in ages past, to:day, yésterday,

5 and for. ever the .same.” She also informs us that -

other singular: circunstances had happewed in the
family, which made her: Believe ia her early age,
hat the Lord .spake by dreams .and visions of the
" pight, and thatthe angels of the Lord are ministers
ing spirits, toadminister tb the heirs of salvation,
.Thus far perhapsshere wasnothing very reprehensible,

But here: begins the dreadful delusion,. page: 195,

line 15: “ but Now .17 15 EXPLAINED.TO ME, that
%.those things which haveihdppened 'in our family;

« were' désigned as & warning to the natibns, that™

 the end: of all:things were at harid.” “This [ am
Dot afraid to call & most infernal lie; ‘and if any

spirit so explaimed it, I hesitate not to say it'was the .

-devil;c: Thus. the _dalusi%nvbegaﬁ with- dréenms and
‘ 2
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visions, and by dreams and visions it is supported to
this day. Wgen I went 1o one of Joanna’s Preachers
_ to inquire into the grounds of his belief in Joanna's,
Mission, he told me, that what his wife had seen
and heard, supported his faith as much as any
thing: and Mr. Tezer makes it no secret, that the
visions he. has seen and what he has heard both
sleeping and waking, is to ‘him the greatest ¢on-
firmation, that Joanma’s visitation is of Ged. .  And
you will talk to few of the sealed people, but what
will inform youof:their own dreatns and visions.
I would ‘not. say, that God never speaks to- any
person by ‘dreams and visions, but this 1 will say,
if those dreams and .visions 'set. forth any othexr
Gospel than the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they are
_not of God, but from the devil." And I' will further
affirm, that whatever visions and dreams supports
Joanna’s Mission, are not from God, because the
doctrines that-Joanna holds forth, are diametrically
opposite to the doctrines of the Gospel: it ig impos-
2bl:, therefore, that they can botih proceed from
30d. ' ! .
But I will moreover assert, that to be led by

dreams or visions, or any other thing but the writte
word of God, is hazardeus and very dangerous ; yea,
I had almost said, to follow any ether guide than
the Scriptures must end in’ certain ruin. * I would
ask any of the sealed, whether T am safe in follow-
ing the word of God? I think none are so hardy as
to say I am not. . Then this is the natural inference,
if it 18 safe to follow the Word, it is not safe to
- be led by dreams .or -visions, and those who are
weak enough to be led ‘by them, pays too little av-
tention to our Saviour’s command : * Tuke heed thidt
ye be not deceived.” The Word of God is the only
true Light: and who ever follows any other Light,
whether it be dreams .or visions, or Richard Bro-
thers, or Joanna Southcott, or whatever it may. be,

- e
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- mhigy with dirict .propriety be:said te:JeaveYhe hight
ofi Life,'and walk: iy darknesg;=-may be said, to,

leave the fountain of liviag waters, and hye ouy -

to themselves broken cisterns- that can hold. no
water,” Bat to return, Joanna, as before; observed,,
apened heridommission in 1792, and dgclared her-.

dlf 10 be the woman. spoken of in the Revelations,.
that is, * the Bride, the hamb’s wife; and the Wo=;
‘madn cloathed with the Sun,” - Her prophetic spirit
mow disturbed her night and day. This was. at,
Exeter, her friends thought she was going out of
her. miad ; “her profegsion made no small neise iy
‘the ‘city, the pepple in general were against her,
and sshe. was tuch persecuted. . Slte wrote to the
Digpitaries of the Cathedral concerning-her Mis-
sion, but they. would: have nothing to say to her.

Several particular circemstances  marked her Jife .

from 1792 to 1801, bat the dates of those ¢ircum-
stances seemn to be no where recorded. - Sy
- En‘this lapse of time, Joamna made several efforts;
to. get her Mission sauctioned by respectable cha-
wcters; but without success. In the 9th page of the.
Strange Effects of Faith; we read of six men, that
Joanna was to have together to try their judgment,
four of whom: refused to.attend, judging herVisita-
tion to be from the Pevil,cor judging her to be both,
& knave.and ‘a fool: 'so' sHe had: other four in their
room; bot' continues Joadnay “ I was told before I.
*¢ met themy, that thieir jadgment woubd'not be right.”
I wish:- to informiJonnna, that I havé seen a well~
attested account of this eircumstance, and such &
- 8ne as is not much to her credit;

»

- The Rev. Mr. Pomeroy was likewise applied to, -

who looking. upon her as going out: of her mind,
yielded: & little'to her nonsense ; thinking, that, a
miore likely way to reclaim brer, thar by -opposing

het entirely ; but neither covld he be-prevailed-oa - :
b sanction her Mission. :In 1801, Joanna printed

Bs

>
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the five first parts of -her first book, called * The
Strange Effects of .Faith,” this brought down: to
Exeter in the Christmas of that year, five gentle--
men, from different parts of the kingdom, to en~ .
quire into the truth of her Mission. - Three of those
gentlemen were elergymen ; they staid at Exeter
seven days, and then returped perfegtly satisfied,
that the Visitation was of God. - B '

On the 12th of January, 1803, those six gentle~
men assembled with a great many more, at a house
in Paddington, in order to take the matter a second
time into consideration. This meeting (which is.
called Joanna’s second Trial,) was previously adver~
tised in the newspapers, and those that disapproved
of Joanna as a messenger from God, were desired
to attend and produce their reasons. However, it
so fell out, that no one attended but thosé that
were believers in the Mission. This being the case,
those that were present proceeded to carry on the
trial, though- no opposer- were present. .Accord-
ingly, twe%ve were selected from the company to
act as judges, and twelve more to act as & jury ; this
trial' at best, as no opposers were pretent, could be.
but a farce; it lasted like the former, seven days.
Previous to the six gentlemen leaving Exeter,
Joanna’s writings, except those-intended. for the
press, . were sealed up and delivered into the hands
of a friend ; they were at the above trial cut apen,
and read : and. on the second day of May following,
were ordered by the spirit (if Joanna js right,) to be
sealed up again, till they should be demanded by
the Great Learned and Powerful; which the spirig
also told Joanna, would be the next year, when
an Awful Trial would. take place, both for her and
the Sealed People. However, the next year came,
and the next year went; it both:began and ended,
but the writings were not d¢manded : what, the.
Sealed People thinks of this. prophecy I know not,
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neither can I conceive how it is possible for any
one to read this, without being convinced, that
Joanna is an impestor: and yet her followers can:
read this and a great deal more of the same sort,
and still remain immoveably fixed in the Faith of
her Mission. - If the reader should wish to be ascer-
tained ofi.the prophecy, he will find it declared in
Foley’s epistle to the Vice Chancellor of Oxford
aad. Cambridge, page 13.

I wish the reader not to forget the promise that
this' Spirit of Prophecy made Joanna in the 27th page
of * the Strange Effects of Faith,” viz. thou shalt
prophesy in.my name; and I will bear the witness..
¢ What I.put into thy mouth that will § do on the ~
earth.” In the same page, the Spirit is represented
as asking Joanna, if she believed him : her answer
is this: ““ Yea, Lord, if it be thy voice, I do believe
“it; for ‘¥ know thou.art net a man to lie, nor the
‘“ sort of man to be wavering : [ have always found
“ Thee. a God' like thyseH, faithful to thy word,
“ and faithful to tby promises.” :

: But I should be.glad te know what Joanna
thought .of him now, when he was not faithful ta
his promise ;- for I am thoroughly convinced, thas
whoever believes the Spirit of God, was the anthor
of the above prophecy, is in the sight of God,
uilty of blasphemny. For. whatever spirit it was,
ﬁe .was evidently a-liar,. and the truth was not in
him. Neither was this the only lie that proceeded
from him, by some hundreds, even as recorded by
that impostor’s own pen. . ,
: The reader will pardon me for saying so much on
the total failurg’of this and many other prophecies ;
for, if he is & rational man, lie must feel himself
irritated at such baréfaced . imposture. But we
shall now proceed, the.writings were pot demanded .
that year by the “ Great, the Learned, and Pow- .
erful,” neither have. they to this day.. However, in
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the December -of - Lhat year, another 'meeting ‘wam
convened, being prevYiously  advertiséd - like the
other, and every inethdd taken to. excite those:whd:
are against the cause to attend the vieeting; yety
€as if the hand of Providence was in it,): their en-:
deavours proved éntirely abortive : riot a'soul came
but the friends to the tause. Those flocked as
doves to.the windows, and thaugh nothing coald
take place like a trial, as none but bélievers were
present, yet it was called Joanna’s Third Trial.

Now tliese three trials uniting thieir force, "and)
acting together, constitute one grand instrument of
allurement,. that is used with great success'in gain«
ing proselytes; for when the credulous and uawary
are told, that Joanna .and her writings havé stood
the test of three different trials, and close investiga=
tion by men of great abilities, and jealous of being
deceived ; and even several of them élergymen,
who:would not conclude that it mast be right? -

There is one thing .more that mist be noticed
appertaining to the above prophecies: thereader
will recollect, that on the 2d of May, 1803, that
Joanna was ordered to seal up.all her. wiitings agaiis
with proper witnesses; and to place’ them in the
hands of a friend; till they were demandéd by the
Great, ' Learned and Powerful. - But bow :was thie
command attended to?. The writings hdve never
been 'so demanded yét; and yetrthey: were broke
open at the trial by-Joanna’s orders, contrary to-the
express-command of the Spirit. This is one.grand
argument with me, that Joanna’s visiting spirit is
nothiwg but her own will: and -judgment;:or the
Deviloperating “therein.. We. read in'the. Revelas+
tions's. % The Marriage of the: Limb is come, and, his-
wife hath made herself ready.”” .. Joanan says, that is
fulfilled in het :-that she is. the Lumib’s avife; and rea«
diness is -her perfect obediencey if so, I think:the
above aot of Disobedience ust:be. a very miteriak
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defect in’ that READINESs. I should not wonder if
it was to bring about a dlvor(,e ; for if Joanna is to
‘be believed, her visiting 'spirit, which is her hus-
-band, ‘is & very hard maslel, and exceedingl se-
‘vere ; I will give vou a proof: Joanna and Miss
.Townly are (accordma to Joanna) the Bridegroom’s
.greatest: favourites, Joanna was singly so: but it
~seems Miss T. rose to that state by merit (viz.) by
:spending her fortune in supporting of Joanna and
her Mission. Now, although, these two ladies are
one, his loving bride, the other his bride’s compa-
mon, yet, hear, and mark hxs seventy'

" Dear Miss Townly, .~ July 10, 1810. .

. ““’What new. wonders are daily presented before
““ my views ; I dare not suffer myself to indulge a
“ thought of them, if I did, I could not write or
“ keep my senses ; but if We o one step from the
-“ directions -the Lord hath glven ME, we are lost

‘ in’ time and to all eternity.”——This'is taken from
the book, called ¢ What manner of Communica-
‘tions are these,” and I assure the. reader, the title
is' well adapted. But what I wish the reader 10
notice, is the severity of Joanna’s husband ; but I
see.a few words a little below in the same first page,
. that,aleo demdnds our attention: it is this, < I would
sooner .go to the flames as a martyr, than go one
step from the direction the Lord hath given me
congerning the trial.” . And yet, contrary to the
‘express command. of the Spirit, she broke the seals,
and opened the wrmngs. These thmgs appeax to
e not exactly right. .. - .

Joanna has visited, in her. mlsslomry capaclt
dxﬂ'erent places in' England; Bristol, Leeds, O d
. Swmford &c. where-she has met with ample proof,
.that mental ‘weakpess is mot a disorder peculiar to
‘the inhabitants of London., When Joanna was at
Stockport, she .wps told by the Spirit, that he sent
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her there to be clenr from. the blood 'of all me;
that they might know the day of their visitation,
but how her going to Stockpart, could -clear ber -
from the biood of all men, I do net undejstand.
The expression implies, first, that eterpal life i9
entirely dependent on a’ Belief .in her Mission,
second, that she is accountable for the bilood..af all
men : if so, her preaching HER Gospel to the people
of Stockport, could not clear her from the bluod of
all men. . : ‘
At Old Swinford, Joanwa has many adherents,
for which she is indebted to a reverend champion in
her cause, At Leeds, her followers are very nu-
merous, owing- perhaps to a Brother prophet béing
there, one Mr. Turner, who is visited like Joanna,
by & familiar spirit. Hehad ménly extraordinaty
visions like Joanna. His visions sanctions and. goY-
roborates Joanna’s ; for the spirit of this prophet is.
_subject to the spirit of the prophetess; and I woulth
advise that prophet to continue: su, lest he sharés
the fate of Brothers, Dowland and:Prescot. For 1
" am very .sure, Joanna will. kuow no prophet any
longer than they are in subordination: te her spirit:
M:. Turner’s spirit .and mission is also prophetid,
_ like Joamma’s; and his prophecies are:a:litde re-
markable for beginning with Jonah’s elarm 1o the
‘people of Nineveh : ¢ Yet forty days” one of vhose-
prophecies came out as late as 1809, With a ¢ yet
FORTY DAYS;” and donie very extraordinary 'thing
was to happen in that time; but what, was not to be
known till fulfilled: and I believe it is mot. known
yet, though more than twice forty days hias elapsed.
Joanna' has for some years béen stationary in
London, living - with an -amiable lady, who (much
to her praise) disposes -of her income, in ‘whit she
-esteems the service of God, but' whd, at the same
time, has the misfortuné with’' many others, té be
duped by ad axtful impostor, T believe - she will,
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whh many ‘others, very soon' discover the cheat.’
Joanna’s cause in London, has hitherto been in a
flourishing. state, but I'believe its tide is at the
turn. She has a chapel in Duke Street, near the
Obelisk, where they have preaching everE Sunday,
and where'the Liturgy of the Church of England is
also read. The service of the chapel is performed
by M, Tozer. They have a choir of singers, and
the ‘hymns they sing, were composed from the
writings of their patroness. They administer in their
cha Ftbé‘Sacrame'nt of ‘the Lord’s Supper, the first
S;in%eay in every mopth, and profess themselves
members ‘of the Church of- England, though the
- followers of Joanpa do not.consider that these are
contrary the one to the other. )

Joanna uever appears in public, but lives very

private in ‘a secret ehamber, where she pretends -

Chyist takes up his abode "with her, but we are
commanded, Mat. xxiv. 26, to believe it not. She
pretends ‘that her Mission is in every respect like
the Scripture; but I am' sure it is not 'in this, for
- neither Christ nor his apostles secluded themselves
from 'the world, they feared not those that could
only kill the.body ; and Joanna living so private, is
to-me, ‘a striking proof, that. her’ cause is not of .
God. ' The wicked fleeth when no man pursueth ;
but ‘the rightéous are as bold gs a lion.” ~Joanna’s
cenduct gives her profession the lie; she professes
to be ddiible ginarded by an Almighty Power, and
1dhave ‘a promise that no one shall hurt her; and |
yet afraid t?i,at evety one that wishes to see her, isa
-spy 3 'this isa very bad sign. ' C
Haying now givén a short account of Joanng’s
life, I' sWill progeéd o give a particular account of
"t’l i“" 'I(Pr * 3 DR i M g P - A g

her 'misqion ‘and_antichiistian doctrines. ' If you
will Bave Joannp’s wiigsion in the aggregate, itis
in- on€ wordthis, MAN’s ‘-R"anm N; Butif the

Digitized by G OOg[C



12

—e
npm——_

.

reader would rather have it in its divided form, it iy,

as follows, viz. . : .
i1st. To warn the world of the near approach of
‘the Millennium, T .

2nd. To seal the people for the enjoyment of the .
same, to the amount ofp ope hundred and forty-four
thousand, according to the scripture. ' 4

8d. To claim the promise, that is said to be given
to Eve, viz. the seed of the woman should bruise
the serpent’s head. “ o

_4th. To hand the good fruit over to man, as Eve
handed over to him the evil fruit, thereby be-
coming a second Eve, as Christ was a second
Adam. ' _

“5th. The woman and her seed, (which is said to
be _Joanna and the Sealed People,) is at the com-
. mencement of the Millennjum, to chain down Sa-
tan for a thousand years. =~

, Now these particulars put together, make up the .
sum of Man’s Redemption; and with this, the
reader will find the tenor of Joanna’s writings to
correspond, that is, that Joanna is sent into the
world for Man’s Redemption: and it must be on
this account, that the angels rejoiced at her birth,,,
. if they did at all ; and the Spirit told Joanna that
they did: but I am inclined to think, it must be
tlie 'Angels of the Netherlands, because to their
Master, Joanna has been of signal service’; while,
instead of contributing ‘to the advancement of re-
ligion, she has been one of its greatest foes, by
drawing away a great number of people from the
pure Word of Gofand the simplicity of the Gospel,
te- follow-a cunningly devised fable. "~ o

1. First then, Joanna is sent (or rather the Spirit -
is come to Joanna) to warn mankind, that the Mil-
lennium and the end of the present state of things
is at hand.. This she has been doing. since the

)
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Fommencement of her Mission in 1792; and this
has been the tenor of her constant cry, viz. * The
“ end of all things is at hand, that Satan’s’kingdom
‘¢ will be destroyed, and Satan chained down fora
“ thousand years, and Christ’s Kingdom established
“ upon the Earth, Warning to the World, page
'87.” and again, page 68, ¢ I'have already told thee,
“ and now tcll thee again, the end of all things is at
“-hand ; by whicl is meant, that Satan’s Kingdom
““is to be destroyed, and all nations will be called
% in ; the fulfilnent of the'Gentiles, and the calling
“ in of the Jews® And again, page 71, “ For [
“ now tell thee all is hastening on fast; when they
% shall enter into the joys of their Lord.” :
Thus Joanna has faithfully executed this first
Lyart of her Mission, and if her visiting Spirit had
een as faithful as she has been, we should have
had the Millennium “here -before this time: for his
sclemn promise at Her vocation was, “* What I put
“in thy mouth, that will I do on the earth.”
Strange Effects of Faith, page 27. This prowise
was given in'1792; since then, Joanna has pro-
phesied of the Advent of the Millennium, and haye
tixed the year when it would be; but the prophccies
have not been fulfilled : therefore eitherJoanna, orthe
Spirit that visits her, must be an imipostor. Joannu’s
followers, notwithstanding the failure of the pro-
" phecies, will not acknowledge the impostare? and
one of their argumeants is, * The prophecies ate
" conditional ; this is very disingenious: it is flying
from the conviction, and taking refuge in ignorance.
It proves the Proverbs of Solomon, “ Of pride alone
cometh contention,” and only shews that any sub-
terfuge is Detter than owning oneself de!udcd)f '
There is no such thing as a conditional prophecy,
it is a contradiction in term, for was a condition to be
added to a prophecy, it would ‘convert it into some-
thing else. For inslaace(,} was 1 to say Bonaparte
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will be in England next year, this would be a pro~
.pbecy: but if I say, Bonaparte will be.in Eongland
next year if he Jives, this’is no prophecy at all. . A
. _prophecy is inseparably connected with the unalter-
-able decrees of Heaven ; and is only a prediction of
what must infallibly come to pass; and the event
must be unalterably fixed before the prophecy can
"be given. Hence, that everlasting standard for
Prophecies and Prophets in Deuteronomy xviii. 22,
“ When a prophet. speaketh in the Name of the Lord,
% if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is
S the .thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the
¢ prophet hath spoken it presumptuously.”

Another delusive morsel administered to the peo-
ple, to feed their lethargy, is this, * Formerly, ifa
¢ prophet prophesied of evil to come, and it did not

_*“ come accordingly, this was no mark of imposture;
‘“ but jf a prophet prophesied of good, and it did
‘“ not came to pass, the prophet was then condemned -
¢ for an impostor ; and therefore, though those judg .
““ ments that Joanna has been prophesying of, do
“ not bappen at the time given, it only shews that
““ the Lord is merciful and long suffering,-and is
“ no mark of Joannas imposture.”” Thisis very pa-

. latable, and goes down very well. But let me ask

_Joanna and the preachers, whether the Millennium

_is a good thing or an evil? A single thought on
this question would turn the sweet-meat into an

. emetic, and make the drowsy people disgorge all the
narcoticks they had so carelessly taken. The Mil-
lennium is the grand event that the prophecies
paint to, and whether it is a good or evil, will not
bear a question. This then being admitted, a child
will decide, whether even according to the above
critezion, Joanna is a true or false prophet.

The judgments are represented as the substance
of the prophecies, only to deceive; as they are not
the real substance but preparatory to it; and the
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Millenniun taken in conjunction with the prepara-’
tive judgments, is esteemed by Joanna as a real
ood.; and the avowed object of the sealed people’s
esire.’ Then, why has it not taken place according
to the prophecy ? and as it has not, why is Joanna’
still a true prophet? I think both pride and pre-
judice must yield to the force of these observations.'
There is yet one thing that must not be omitted ;
the circumstance of Jonah and Nineveh' affords no
little support to this horrid delusion. Because
Jonah’s threatening was not executed on the city,
according to his preaching ; therefore, the fhilure
of Joanna’s prophecies prove het not to be a false
prophet. This argument is both fallacious and’
wicked ;' it manifests a disposition to delusion, even
by the dreadful means of invalidating the Scrip-
tures: a thought or two will’prove its fallacy. When
Jonah was told to go to Nineveh, he was' not sent
as'a prophet, but as a preacher, to bring the people
to repentance. It is very evident, that what he
delivered, was not considered as a prophecy, neither
by the Lord; nor by himself ; - for he did not believe
it would take place. -But -to all questions of this
nature, the word of Ged furnishes a properanswer ¢
Jer. xviii. 7, 8, 9,10. ¢ At what instunt I shall
“ speak concerning « nation and conce:ning a Kingdom
* to pluck up, and to pull down, and to déstroy it.
S If thut nation against whem I have pronounced,
“ turn from their evil way, I will repent of the cvil
% that- I thought to do unto them, &c.” -- ;
-Bat suppose it was a real prophecy, still itis «
prophecy of evil, and -not of good, and therefore,
according: to their own account, the fulfilment ot'it
might:be dispensed with, without effecting the chas
racter of the prophet, but this cannot be the-cusj
when the prophecy has real good for its object; liké
the prophecies of Joanna. ‘¢ It never enteted into
* the heart of man, to Ccont:eive the glorious days
%
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“¢ that are before those, that wish Christ’s Kingdoey
‘““to be established.” Warning to the World,
page 37. . . .
The next branch of Joapna’s Mission, is to seal
the people ; thereby to give them a right and. title
to inherit the Millennium, or to reign with Christ a.
thougpnd years on the earth. This part Joanna is
also executing, the sealing is performed in this man-’
ner: half a sheet of paper is provided, and on it is
written these words ; : : 3
““ The Sealed of the Lord—the Elect, Precious,,
% Man’s—Redemption..—To inherit the Tree of Life
¢ —To be made Heirs of God and Joint Heirs with
¢ Jesus Christ, " Joanna Southcott.”
Each of those seals is signed by Joanna, they are
then folded up, and the impyession of Joanna’s seal
made,on_the outside in wax.. This done, they are
sent to different persons commissioned by Joanna
to dispense the same. When any pesson is to he
scaled, he writes his name op a list provided for thas
purpose : this is called signing for Satan’s destruc—
tion, as he thereby siguifies his wish, that Satan
may soon be destroyed; that is, banished from the
earth. lt.has of late been required of the persom
to be sealed, that he confess a belief in Joapna’s
Mission, but from the beginning it was not sov
When the list is signed, the person in office, seals
up the letter, writes the person’s name on it that it
~is for, with the words “ not ta be brokeopen,” and
then delivers it into his hand, and the person is thern
sealed. The impressien that Joanna makes on it,
is with a seal that she found in sweeping her house,
which she was about to leave in the dust, but teak
it up, and threw it carelessly in the till of her hox s
and when she was ordered by the Spirit,. to seal up
abe people, and having no seal for. the purpose, the
~Spint told her in. the Devonshire language, she
wonld find one in the skivet of her. box; so she
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gpened the box, and found the seal above men-
tioned, and on looking at it, found engraved om it
I. C. with two starg, the explanation of which, she
says, was given her by the Spirit, that is, I. stasds
for Jesus and Jonuna, the C. for Christ, and the two-
stars, for the Morning and Evening Stars, Jesus:
being the Morning, and Joanna the Eveping Star. i

The vrigin of sealing, according te Jeanna, was,
this : being told by the Spirit of the dreadful judg-
ments that was coming on the earth, and being
much concerned for those that must fall 4 prey to
the vengeance of Heaven, she was ordered to seal
the people up, and unknowingly and unconditionally.
to seal the King and balf the nation. Some time
after, she was ordered to seal up all the Jews at a-
stroke, and many persous ;. nay, any persons had the:
liberty, not only to be unconditionally sealed. them<
selves, but to get their friends scaled likewise ;. thns.
for some time, there was in the sealing neither,
sense nor order. Aad now, though time and con-
trivunce have reduced itinto a little better otder,;
yet it still, very well answers to the tide of blas-
phemous nounsense. There is more concerning the.
seal in my. Friendly Address. . ,

Thirdly, Joannais sent to claim the Promise, that.
the seed of the woman should bruise the serpeut’s.
head. .
y My limits will not admit of any observations on.
this part of the Mission, though it is so big with.
absurdity, so frought with nevelty, and so void of
foundation, that contempt can. hardly be bridled;,
another time perhaps we may give a little liberty to
whe regions. : :

Fourthly, Joanna is sent to hand over the good
fruit to man, as Eve gave him the evil fryit, thereby.
becoming a second Eve, as Christ was a second
Adam. The good fruit is the merit of Joanna’s
ebedience and suﬁ'erings,c and this is handed ower to

: . , 3
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e
man, in the form, not of an apple, but of a sealed’
Letter. -
* Fifthly, another branch of Joanna’s Mission is,
m conjunction with her followers, to chain down
Satan. In this sacred drama, Bazil Bruce is to be
the principal actor, being the angel mentioned in
Rev. xx. 1. Now this being the top stone of the
building, we do not so much wonder, that Joanna
should say, * It will be fatal for her and all man-
kind, if she should draw back.”

Thbus Joanna is executing the various parts of her
Mission ; but it must be owned, that in so doing,
she is very unlucky; for in the first instance, in
giving warning of the near approach of the Millen-
nium, she has prophesied of it so long, so positively
fixed the time, and so often deceived the believers ;
that she (with all her cunning,) is at a loss, what to
say next. ‘‘Herart, her cunnng fails,” this will be
more clearly seen in my other publications.

Joanna is also very unlacky in sealing the people,
for although there is about twenty thousand sealed,
yet the Spirit tells her, there is not seven thousand’
sealed in faith. Joanna certainly is not aware, that
this is the same as saying, two-thirds of her fol-
lowers are hypocrites ; which I think is a very great
affrontt. Here I must make one -observation,
Joanna is told by the Spirit, that if there are seven-
thousand sealed in faith, the enemy shall net enter
thisland. It must be observed also, that the sealing
is now closed, till the spirit shall think it proper to:
vpen it aﬁain. Now the people, as I huve been in-’
formed, have been desired not to pray to have it
opened ; ‘and yet, unless it is opened, there cannot
be seven thousand sealed in faith; consequently,
an invasion is possible. - This looks as if Joanna
wished to contend with Bonaparte as well as with
the Devil. - _— . '
“:It-is common for the sealing to close atid open
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at the Spirit’s will, as Joanna says; but I believe
her own will has the most to do with it. '

Thirdly, In claiming the promises, Joanna has
been more fortunate, and the reason perhaps is, she
had many to help her: It was done at the Neck-
inger trial, where all joined in the ceremony.

here has been a shew of success in handing over
the good fruit, but it is not genuine, because the
receivers have mnade a bad use of it. Indeed, it is’
no wonder, that those who know nothing about it,
should not make a good use of it ; I mean the King:
and _half the nation, the Jews, &c. who according to
Joanna’s writings, have all been sealed, but how
she makes it out, I know not ; for they have neither
signed their names for Satan’s destruction, nor re-
ceived a seal.. However, Joanna says, they have
been sealed, and that is enough. :

What success Joanna may have in the execution
of the last part of her Mission, can hardly- be con-
Jectured. The Devil .and she, seem at present, to
be very much at variance, and there is no doubt,
that when she and her friends begin to handle him,
he will make a strong resistance ; and I much query,
whether seven thousand will be a sufficient nunber:
it seems very alarming, that the sealing do not
open, that the number may be increased.

It is a little extraordinary, that although this
chaining down Satan, is .almost the burden of
Joanna’s writings ; yet, we find nothing of it in the
bible, till we come to the twentieth chapter of Re-
velations: and yet Joanna would have us believe,
that her calling 1s like the Scripture. '

I shall next give the reader an account of the
SpiriT by which Joanona is directed : and thisis
not a very easy task, because we have no ac-
eount of him, but what comes from Joanna’s own
mouth, or pen ; and that account is very confused ;
which will appear by and by. . '

Digitized by GOOS[Q



20

This’ Spirit personates at different tiines, the difs
ferent Persons in the Sacred Trinity : sometimes, he:
is the Fatver, sometimes the Son, and sometiires
the Holy Ghost, and sometimes all three togesher.

The appellation, by which he seems fond of dis-
tinguishing himself, is The King of Kings and
Lord of Lords. 'Fhus in puge 20 of the Strange
Effects of Faith, he saith: ¢ All that thou hast done,
‘“ and all the letters thoun hast sent, have proceeded
“ fron me, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords,
“ the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Pence, the
“ Mighty Counsellor, and the Desire of every
¢ Nation.” :

In the 35th page of the same beok, he personates
the Father, and speaks to Jounna of his Son, thus:
‘ As thy spirit was enrdged and provoked with the
“ blasphemy of Satan, so is my Spirit provokesi a¢
“ blasphemy of the nation; and as thy brother
“ tried to hold thy hand from. going out of the
“ house, and pitied thy weakness ; so have My Sow.
‘¢ tried to withhold my hand, and pitied the weak-
‘¢ ness of his people.” Here the Spirit is intended
to represent God the Father; bat in general, the
Spirit is intended to be Christ: so in page 29 of the
same book, the Spirit is Clirist, come a secend tine
to judge the world, and call the Jews, In -the
eaution to the sealed, he is both Christ and the Holy
Ghost in the same page. I am. constrained to say,
'this is too much confusion to come from a God of
Ovder. Baut to proceed, Joanna is not very partis
cular as to which of the sacved Three, the Spirit
represents. He represents each, or either, or all;
as best suits her purpose, without being any ways
nice as to confounding the. pérsons; but this oue
thing she contends for, viz. that it is the Spirit. of
God. It cannot be denied, but that Joansa’s gce
count of this Spirit, is very contradictory,. she is
very confident, that it is the Spirit of God; and yet
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she is very much afraid. it is not. - Joanna is sure it
is the Spirit of God, because of the profound wis-
dom displayed in her writings; she is certain, that.
such writings could be dictated by no other than
the Spirit of God.

But then, says the inquisitive reader, why is she.
afraid-it is.not the Spirit of God? Why, I will tell
yau, he bas deceived her, and she.thinks that God "
can deceive no wan. The Spirit promised her at
her first setting out, that she should prophesy in his
name ; and whatsoever he should put in her mayth,
that he would do on the earth: now he put it
into her mouth, to -say her father would die at sueh
a time, which time he outlived : at.which Joannu’s
confidence was much shaken: and as she had pro-
phesied that he would die at such a time, she was’
very much confused. Neither was this all; for ac-.
cording to Mrs, Taylor’s deposition at the trial, she -
prophesied of other things, that did not come to pass
‘whea the time was expired. .

.-From what bas been said, the reader will be ready-
to say,, ¢ this Spirit ia both a false prophet aud. a-
false Christ, Let the reader enjoy his opinign:.
my business is to.give a true statement of facts, and.’
therefore, what I find recorded in Joanoa’s writings,
relative to the Spirit, I thiak, as g faithfyl historian

and biographer, T ought to transcribe. L camnot
then cousistently amit giving a furiher account of
this Spirit, as it is recorded in Joanna's writings,:
which [ .must own for its nevelty and:guriosity de-.
serve to. be taken notice of 3 and [ will take upen

e to say, that what [ am about to relate, is the

greatest npvelty and curiosity thay was ever regorded

1o hissory : sud was my historical accoeunt of it an

osiginal, | should think it no presumption to claim

the lenrel, but as the account is borrowed from

Joenna’s writings, I wish not 1o deprive her of being

its author. :
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I shall intrude ow' the reader’s patience but very
little longer. What is meant by our Lord’s second
Advent 1s well known, viz. his coming iato this’
world a second time, and his business is to judge:
the quick and the dead. Now, according to Jounna,-
the second Advent has taken place; for'in page 29,
above mentioned, Joanna invokes the Spirit (or:
Christ) tn'know if this be his second or last coming, .
to judge- the world in righteousness, and she was-
answeredin the affinnative : but BE astoNisHED O-
Heaven!! Heis comein the form of a Woman !!!

- If the reader require a proof, I refer him to almost
every page in the book, called, ¢ What Manner of
Communications are these,” and five hundred places:
besides in Jounna’s writings. But it will be asked,
‘. How can he be in the form of a woman, and not
be a woman ?” ‘That is a reasonable question; a
person cannot bein the form of a womun without-
being a woman; ueither does -Joanna want to be.
understood so: for in the 2ist page of a Commu-
nieation given in answer to Mr. Brothers’s last book,
the Spirit expressly declares, that he is a Woman,!
in‘ these words : ““ A Woman here I am made.”-
This is plain language, and admits of no dispute.
Jesus Christ,- Joanna affirms, is made a woman!' =~
The Man -Christ Jesus is made the, Woman Ghrist
Jesus. - The-Son of Man is made the davghter of-
Man. - The Son of God is’ made the Daughter of
God. If the reader has not known this before, I
am sure he must be astonished. I grant, it is-sur-’

rising, how -sich a thing could enter « person’s-
head 5 but it frightens one to think, how any one
of common sense ¢ould ever send such a thing to
the press. It ‘will paturally be -asked,: whatever
could induce the.-woman to- promulgate so strange
udoctrine ! Such a question I have revolved in my-
mind, and therefore have sought an answer: and.
what I have found, I' will freely communicate. It
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.is well known, that since the days of our Saviour,
there have been many false prophets, and it must
.be concluded, that the profession of being a pro-
-phet, in those false’prophets, have always proceeded
“from a desire of being thought'a true one. - It is ob-
.servable also, that wherever such a desire have been
. prevalent, there has also been a desire and profes-
sion of being the Messiah, which profession - has
been built upon the general expectation among the
Jews, of a Messiah, to gather them together at Je-
rusalem : and amongst the Christians, a partial ex-
pectation of Christ’s second Advent to introduce,
the Millennium. Now, as we have had false pro-
phets, so we have had false prophetesses, and as the
desire of joining the Messiah with the propbetic,
have raged in men false prophets, why not also in
women false prophets? It doubtless has existed
the same in the one asin the other; and the rea-
son why such a profession has never been made
by women, is because they have not been ventrous
enough, to pretend to a thing 'in which they could
not expect the least degree of success. Again, it
“is ‘more than ianifest, that Joanna is a false pro-
phet, from the many miscarriages of her prophecies:
then why should not Joanna possess a desire of
joining the two "offices together in common with
other false prophets? no reason can be given why
- she should not; and therefore, it is presnumed, that
; she did profess it; because no other motive'can be
discovered by the wmost diligent search, that she
could have for pretending, that the Spirit said he
was come. in the wontan’s form; and that he was
made a Woman. '

I advise: the reader to peruse = little book of
Joanna’s, called ‘A Communication on the last book
of Mr. Brothers;” out of which I bave taken the
above expression, “ A woman here [ am made.”
By this book it is evident, that Joanna looked on
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. Brothers as her rival, and as Brothers pretended te
have the Spirit of Christ, and to be the man ap-
pointed of God, to conduct the Jews to Jerusalem,
and there to concentrate the scattered Israelites:
-Joanna (finding her profession in danger) entered
. the field against him, and. pretended, that the Spirit
-(or Christ) within. her, gontended, that.the man’s
form was not fit for his secend Adveat, page 20.

¢ But how can man so simple come
¢ To think that ia his form
¢ ] here should be revealed in man?

Then the Spirit goes on, to show that he is not in
- Mui. Brothers, for this reason, if he was to come in
the man’s form, then the man must wear his crowa,

¢ If unto man I now should come,
* Then man my Crown must wear.”

.. From which words, it is plain, that the Saviour’s
.Crown was_the bone of contention, and the grand
_,u,bjeCl'.Of the woman’s ambition. It is in the next

- page, top line, the Spirit says,

“ The woman here I am made.”

_ IThere 1s something of the same sort in the disputes
~between the woman and powers of darkness, page
. 105, Now to prevent man from robbing God of

his hionour, he hath revealed himself to a woman.”

*.To shew you plain {& sons of men,
¢ A man would never do;

* For me to come iu his own Form

¢ And bring all to your View.

< No this is done to shew the man,

« How I must first appear,

*¢ And must be in the woman's form 5
‘To make my Gospel clear.” = - :
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From the sequel of this narrative then, it is esta-
blished, that necording to Joanna, Christ-is come
ipto the world a second time to judge the world,
‘and that he is come in the Form of a Woman, and
is'a Woman!! and the.inference is plain': that
Woman is Joanna, and she must wear the CRowN.

L think it'is impossible for any one, to charge me
here with any uafair dealing: no, nor yet with con-
demning Joanna; for I may with propriety say to
her, as Eliphaz said to Job, “ Thy mouth uttereth
thine iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of the
crafty. - Lhine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I :
yea, thine own lips testify against thee, Job xv. 5. Be

I obserye again, it is astonishing, how any woman
could think of imposing on the -credulity of man,
so gross an_absurdity with the least hopes of suc-
cess: and I believe, it was not till after she had
received ample proof, that some people will believe
whatever is told them, that she made the attempt.

That Joaana’s inveution was put to the rack in
this daring enterprise, can hardly be doubted ; and’
perhaps this soliloquy took place in consequence,
¢ Brothers claims the Messiahship, and makes peo-
‘* ple believe, that Christ is come in him: this I
€ cannot bear, for then he must be above me;
““ which for me to acknowledge, would be worse
““ than death. What can I do? I cannot say
¢ that I.am the Christ, because I am a woman, and
¢ Christ is a man. I have but one thing to choose:
‘“ a metamorphose must take place, either with
¢ Christ or me. I must pretend, either that I am
“ changed to the form of a man, or that Christ is
¢ ¢hapged ta the form of a weman ; now, which of’
‘¢ these two will be the most feasible, and least detec-
“ table? 1f I say, I am made a man, the cheat will
‘“ soon be discovered, for if the believers do not look
! into it, the vnbelievers:will, and I shall be put to
“ confusion. I will therefore have a communica--

A3
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% tion, and the Spirit shall declare he is made &
“ woman. It is a daring attempt, to be sure, but
“ why should 1 be afraid ? I have repeatedly af-
“ firmed, that Christ is come in the woman’s form,
“ and .that is the same ‘thing' as saying Christ is

“ made a woman, and that I am Christ, only in:
““ other words; and yet none of the believers (not
‘“ even the ministers) have said any thing against
“it: and if they have, my wisdom have soon put
“ them to Sllence, and my eloquence have made
“ them befieve it. Therefore, I will rally my spirits

¢ and will not be afraid te make the Spirit to say,
« the Womaa here I am made. They that belleve
«“ ' me, when I say { am the bride, the Laub’s wife,

¢ will believe this. Those that believe me to be the
«*  woman clothed with the sun will believe this. And

¢ every one who believes me when I say, I know all
¢ ihe Iioru ’s secrets, will certainly believe this.” Thus
we may reasonably suppose, Joanna communed with
herself, and so came to a resolution to utter the blas-
phemous falsehood.

From this account of the Spirit, we may deter—
mine what he is, or rather what he is not. For itis
very difficult to say, what he is. However, this we
" may affirm with tespect to what he is, vie. that he
is Antichrist. He calls himself Jesus, the Son of
God, aund pretends to be the Messiah. . He is there-
fore Antichrist, for we are sure he is not that Christ
- that was born at_ Bethlehem, because it is written,
Actsi. 11, This same Jesus, which istaken up from you
into Heaver, shall so come in LIKE MANNER, us ye have
seen him go ipto, Heaven. Now it is weH known,
that Christ ascended. into Heaven as a many and
not as'a woman, he shall therefore come again as a
man and not asa woman. That Christ zherefore,
that is come. to . Joanna in the woman’s form, I
dec Jdare an¢ affirm is nat the Cbtlst of God what-
soever he.may be. . _, :

It is proper to take notice, how very contradic-
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tory Joannals writings are on this head ; for al-
though he asserts, that he is made a woinan, and is
come in. the woman’s form ; vet Joanna speaks of
him relatively under the masculine gender all through
her writings. This blunder like many others, I ima-
gine she was not aware of ;. but to -asoribe such
blundess to the Spirit of God appears to me to be
near a kin to blasphemy. ' X

That Christ that is come to Joanna in the woman’s
forin, is asserted to be the Lamb in the nineteenth
Chapter of the Revelations, and Joanna is declared
to be his wife; but if he is come as a woman, Joanna
is wife to a female, how absurd the idea! Would
Joanna’s friends but hearken to the voice of reason,
and read Joanna’s absurd and contradictory non-
sense without prejudice or pairtiality, they would
look upon it in tfle most contemptible lighe. For
to go no farther than the present instance; let any
one read the writings, and take this idea along with
them, viz. that the Spirit that is visiting and speak-
ing to Joanna, isa woman: how laughable must
it be to hear that woman or female Spirit assert,
that she is the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords;
. and _also 'to: hear. -Joanna. call her, her Lord
and her Saviour? But -the ‘misfortune is, though
this Spirit is: deelaved to! be a woman,; and as
* ‘Joanna .inconsisténtly speaks. of him (or rather of
her) as. sueh likewise, the reader of course, forgets
that he is reading about a woman ; and sherefore,.
avoids those .quere. disgusting feelings that wouald
othgrwise invade him. . - el
.+ .Joannasto be comsistent, ought to haverelated the -
-Spirit by the pronoun, sue and HER, instead of HE
and H1M : and in her addresses, she should have used
‘the appellations, my Lapy, my Goppess, instead .
.of my Lorp and .my Gobp: ‘then the absurdity
would: havg; had .its proper effect on the reader’s
‘wijad; and:L am inclined to think, that évery reader

. ’ Do Vo
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must bave treated the writings with that contempt,
that I feel.against this infernal, ithis diabolical Spirit.
If thiis is not the Spirit that inspired the four hundred
false propbets of Abab, i Kings xxii. 21. it is one
that is a great deal worse. SR
. Joanna pretends to be the. greatest enemy -the
Devil has got: this is a bait that has caught her many
a fish, but that the Devil is at the bottem of this
pretence, I am fully convinced. It is not always
_those' that exclaim the most against the father of
lies, that are the greatest friends to truth. 1f speak-
ing against the Devil would make a saint, Joaon:
would deserve to be canonized.. . . ¢
Speakiog against the Devil in so direct a-manner,
as Joanna does, is no doubt, an artifice peculiar to
herself. But every hypocrite who draws ‘near to
God with his mouth, and honours him with his
lips, while _his heart is far from . Him, ds professediy
.agaipst the Devil as well as she, though he says not
-quite so much about it. Joanna’s speaking .sb
much against the Devil, answers her a very good
.end ; for she is certainly heard amongst her followers,
for her much speaking. . " +
I shall now set forth .the manwer of Joanna’s re-
rceiving her communications frim the Spirit:
" In the early part of Joanna’s mission, it was her
. manmner, to write her communications herself: but of
late years, sho has been exempt from that trouble, by
.having a secretary provided for ey by her indulgent
Spirit. When' the Spirit.is. abeut. to g¥ve a! cothi-
munication, she feels a movemént :withini, Then
the prophetess, the secretary, and the witiess falls
.into ‘order, and forms a.sacred group, - Then the
Spirit begins to speak, addressing hwmself,! mot to
.the witness, nor:the Secretaty, but ‘to Joanna her-
self: 30 that, for Joanma to veceive & .communica-
tion, is, for Joanna. to sit: down;'and 'talk 16 herself.
.Thisishe does, 'and . the: sécvetary, andther fomale,
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-writes down what she says,-and then the witness, a
third female, signs it; and thisisthen a commuygi-
, eation, and held more sagred than the Bible. .
When Joanna has thus given: ta herself a com-
munication, she very often answers it in the same
way : Lhus, . :
. % Now Joanna, thee:T'll answer, . . . . .
. . “ In the green tree-this was dones . o
* Thou must suffer like, thy. Master,
* % For.the stubborn sons of men; .
. * Their chastisement is laid on thee ;
_* By thy stripes they healed muat be,
‘¢« If they will be healed at all.
. Joan_na,giv,es out:to.be written, a line,.or a sen-
tence at atime; and.then.stops till it is written.
- While Jopnna is thus receiving communications
from this female King of Kings and Lord of Lords,
‘her thoughts are apt to wander, she therefore plays a
. game 3L mizmaze, tq confine them. I do not kngw
low any .one that has the least reverence, for the
Deity that ean bear of such unprecedented pre-
_sumption, without.. shuddering; for greater pre-
sumption there,cannot be. Itisa wonder.she don’t
. ask the Almighty to take a game along with her.
What acgount those people intends to give, that are
implicated in this,presumption, by giving it & smile
_of approbation jnstead of rebuke and contempt, L.
. can:hardly guess. . Certain it is, that. He who ,ba,ae
..Moses take the shaes from off his feet, and struck the
_man dead for touching the ark, will.not be thys
insulted. I believe there is scarce a man or woman
in England, .but bas more reverence for every mi-
nister of the Gospel, than this presumptuous womgn.
bas for .the Alinighty; who she pretends, makes
himself as familiar with her asa bridegroom with his
<bride. [.shall new give 11)he reader a brief descrip~
3
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“tion “of this very singular-character, both personal.
-‘avd mental. : S e e
And here it behoves me to take notice of a figute
“‘that -has been attached to ‘the:sixth edition of my
" Animadversions on--the Prophecies ;- I declare that
figure is not in any respect like Joanna-Southcdft,
neither did it ever receive my approbation, but the
contrarry. Joanuna Southeott, thdugh oot what s
general esteemed handsome,- is:yet much hand-
somer than that figure. : @

It is true, I consider a false propliet of all things
under the sun, the most deserving universal con-
tempt; and I believe, ‘that in my endeavours to
bring this woman to justice, 1 render God the
highest service my condition in life will admit of,

“And, though I must confess, I am much ‘incensed
‘at her presumption and blasphemy "againsi God,
‘and her impositions on the credulity of her fellow
creatures. Yet in oppesing her, | would ndt, "i%[
knew it, do her the least injustice, or go a hair’s
“breadth beyond  the truth. -1 therefore assert, that
though she is not what is -generally esteemed hand-
some, yet-her person and features are by no‘meuns
disagreeable nor unsightly ; she is rather short of
" stature; and so are many-other ladies, that notwith-
ing does even a great--deal of mischief amongst ogr
“sex. Neither can it be said, that her face possesses
. & perfect symmetry (the width being a litile too
"much for the length,) but a quick penetrating-eyk,
-that commands your attention, - restrains that' dis-
- “proportion from ‘producing any unfavourable con-
sequences: and.indeed, her loguacity is so great,
Tand her subjeet so peculiar, that one is not much
inclined to contemplate’ the regularity of her fea-
“tures; nor any thing of that nature. -~ - - i
Batnow let us attend a litile to her mind. ‘And
“this is a tree that is only known by its fruit. And
“here; a -wish arisesin my breast, that I céuld bperk
+
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of her mind and heart " as’ of her person ; but what
has already been said, evinces that it is impossible.
First, then, her.inventive faculties seems very ‘capa-
cious, for, of her, it may (peculiarly) be said, that.
however upright she: was made, she has sought out
‘many inventions. As to her undersianding, I cannut
say | have a very good opinion of it ; but f.am sure,
--that either Joanna’s or mine must be very defective.
Her scheme of Providence, and the sysiem .of
v:Divivity . (a devised-fable,) thoagh in some sense,
cunnmingly devised, is nevertheless, no proot . of a
- ‘bfight wuderstanding. Her imagination is'a recep-
tacle for vapours; and these vapours are the fumes
~arising from.the action of her inventive faculties and
inordinate Jove of fame. This action seems to bea
perpetual motion, and is doubtless. the cause of all
her dreams and visions. She certainly possesses.a
greav degree of assurance, otherwise she could nnt
*have ventured to impose on the credulity ofrher
: friénds; 'a-second and third time by her :aitifices.
. She  has been very: suceessful in gaming proselites,
for which her plan is well adapted, though her'sur-
: eess Arises..in‘a great measure, from the capricious-
ness: of the deceived. ‘Her plan consists of these
- threeiparts. - Co . AT
" viPimsy; -she.desttoys: the human understanding and
~-the; Bible, and allows no one to know any thing, but
what the 'Spirit in her tells them : her followers,
therefore, gives up all knowledge, but what comes
- to them by her mouth-or pen. :
- 'Secondly, she: contrives as well. as she caa, ‘to
: thake her artifices:correspond with scriptuse.
Fhirdly, . she. makes -the Devil the author of all
evil, and consequently makes him the object-of her
‘vengeance, -and. also 1hat of  the Spirit, that directs
et By this well concerted plan, she bas prophe-
sied inthe mame of Christ, and in his name, pre-
" tends . to: cast: out the Devil, and: in' his name done
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many wonderful - works, Mat. vii. 22, This.cunning
. devised plan ought to be called the black art, for
by it, she. acts the part of a witch, fascinates her
friends, and makes them po what she pleases, sub-
mit to what she pleases, and believe what .she
pleases, and hes done more in that way. than sny
witch has done before her. We are sure that her
«contrivance has had this effeet on her votaries ; -and
if we inspect into the nature of her plan,we shall see- -
that it is-calculated to answer this end, .and how
each part has operated. .
- 1. Then she has pranonnced . the haman unnder-
-standing totally dusk as.to the things:of God, andi
the Bible to be the sealed book ; and that ne man cans
have any true knowledge of these things, but what
comes to him either immediately from the Spirit, or.
iinmediately through her. Now whoever believes
this, and ‘are neither |ignorant enough to eonceit, nor
:wicked emough to assert, without conceiting.that
- they have the inspiration of the Spirit, must submis
to ber teaching. And:least any man should pretend:
-to have the Spirit, and eontradict her,. or become
‘her rival, she allows of no inspiration, but what
acknowledges the divinity of her mission. So long
as Mr. Brothers allowed this, 'he was a. prophet, but
"as soon as ‘he became her rival, and pretended to-
the same visitant as she did, he was discarded ; and.
it was declared, that every word he spoke was from
1he Devil. Moreover, the Spirit (or Chrjst) in the-
woman, is made to declare, that he is come in .the
Wowman’s Form, -and-not in the Man's. That to
come.in the man’s form would not do, for then the:
man would have his crown, to ‘prevent which, he-
was made a woman, and was come in the woman’s
form. 1t was much like this, with Joseph Prescot,
the lad that lived with Mr. Carpeater, and so it will
be with Turner, unless he continues to be on his.
guard. But to return, her declasing that the Bible
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is a sealed book, and the Holy Ghost is now open-
ing the sedl, and revealing the whole to ber, and by
her to her followers, naturally constrains them to
receive her wild and ignorant explanation of the
Scriptyres instead of the Scripture, and this they do,
without discerning the mistake, though such a mis-
take is of nll others, the most fatal. On’this ac-
-eount, it islabour lost(as I have many times proved),
to bring her pretentions to-the’law and the testi-
wmony, and try them by the word of God. For
if any of her lies and absurdities do not cortespond
with the Word of God, it is only because we do not
-understand it, though the thing is so pMin, that
a child cannot err therein. This contention, no
doubt, in many, might arise from pride; -bkeause
they will not be refuted, or acknowledge that they
are eonvinced ; but in others, I believe: it'is from a
real sacrifice of their understandings; and every
true believer submits to have his understanding so
fettered, 4s to dcknowledge nothing és truth, unless
he has a warrant for o doing, from his guide. If
you therefore refute this woman by the plainest
scriptare, and the plainest reasons: imaginable,
it avails nothing : they are proof-against the most
stubborn facts, against their own ‘conviction, and
even against their own corifession-and acknowledge-
ments. - For they will confess, that the Spirit
(though the Spirit of God) is very changeable, yet
-deny, that such a confession mukes God a change-
able being. They will acknewledge, that the pro-
pheeies according to their judgment have - failed,
and -they have been repeatedly disappointed ; but
Joanna says, it only seems so, becanse they draw a
wrong judgmeat; though the thing was so plain,
that %le who judged ‘it, or (to use the'appropriate
phrase,) drew the judgment, was liable to-meke the
-Jike mistake, in saying that two and two makes four.
In this state of things, any appeal to Scripture or
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‘reason is of no avail ; for the Bible is a sealed book,
aud the understanding is totally dark, and Joanna
alone, is the schoolmistress, to bring us to God.
But, although this woman’s opponents are not
allowed any appeal to Scripture, and reason, yet she
and her advocates will appeal to these whenever they
choose ; this is exceedingly incomsistent, Where
is the use of appealing to Scripture, if the Bible is
a sealed book; and where is the use of calling rea- -
son to our assistance (which the Spirit and the
Bible commands us to -do,) if the understanding
is totally dark ; for it that be the case, there can be
no reason, for reason is light in. the understanding.
There can be. pothing therefore, so contradictory,
‘than these people in their arguments, to appeal to
reason and Scripture, while they assert that the
former. have no existence, and that the latter is
sealed from.all human knowledge.
" @aly. She contrives to make. her artifices corres-
pond with Scripture, and asserts, that in the like-
ness. thereof every thing comes round, and she is
artful enough, to, make her followers believe it is.so,
- However, thig is no, peculiarity, for every impostor
does the same,, notwithstandiag thpse that are
unacquainted with the history of that tribe, and
turns a deaf ear to our Saviour’s admonitions and
commands  (Beware of false prophets, who shall
surely come, and shall deceive many,) are caught
by this bait, and eptangled in, this delusive snare.
And who cap wonder, that God (evep God himseH’)
should send strong delusion to them that regeive
nat the loge of the wruth, 2 Thes. ii. 11. ., The frieud
of sinners, hag, taken much pains, to fortify aund
guard us.against false Christg and false prophets,
and Mat. xxiv, 27.. points directly to this female
Christ, and false prophet, who. (atvaid. of her owa
" shadow,) confines herself to the secret chamber, and
says, ““ Lo here is Christ, verse 28.” Christ says,
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believe ‘it not; what then will those answer, that
yet beliéve it in spite of that command ? |
- There is, I grant, one thing, in which this pre-
tended mission agrees with the Scriptures, which is
this, viz. “ Itsets the father against the son, and
the son against the father; a husband against a wife,
and a wife against a husband : and a man’s foes are
those of his own household. I can rejoice in this
tribulation, when it is the effects of pure religion ;
but when it is the bitter fruits of imposture, it is
hardly bearable: however grapes from thorns, or
figs from thistles cannot he expected. ,
3dly. She makes the Devil the author of al] evil,
and this bait is well adapted and greedily catched
at, and produces wonderful effects. It allays the
turbulence of a guilty conscience, because he alone,
that is the author of sin, will suffer forit, But
there is'a strange contradiction to this doctrine;
for though the Devil is tlie sole author of sin and
evil, yet all” those that will not receive this woman,
will surely be punished. This is one of those num-
berless contradictions that this woman’s writings
abound with. _

In consequence of Satan being the author of all
‘evil, he is the object of her vengeance, and who can
even suspect, but this must be perfectly right. Itis
theréfore’ concluded by her friends, that her pre-
tentions and proceedings cannot be the works of the
Devil, for then Satan must be divided against him-
self. How then could his kingdom stand? But
these people must be informed, that Satan in the
heart, and ‘Satan in the mouth, differs as much as.
God in the heart and God in the mouth.. And that.
either God or the Devil may be very much in the
mouth, while the heart is far from him. And far-
ther, though Satan in the mouth of this woman, is.
the author of all evil, and the avowed object of her..
wengeiiice ;' yet the Devil'in‘the heart, may be the

-
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author of all this hypocrisy. And though he is
also the pretended object of the Spirit’s vengeance ;
vet this may be without Satan’s being divided
against himself, at the hazard of his kingdom, as it
may be a lie. However, as has been:observed, it
‘turns to heraccount; for s sheisso much the Devil’s
enemy, she must be (according to some people’s
reason,) a staunch friend to God and truth.- From
these observations it appears, that though she bas not
much sterling wisdom, she yet possesses a conside-
rable degree of shrewd sense and low cunning ; and
this may be proved by many instances—First,

.She,. has _prophesied of her end, and of the
teeatment she shall meet with prior to its coming.
Her enemies are to persecute her, and she is to be
taken up, and to have an awful trial. In conse-
quence of this, her very opposers are represented, as
folfilling her prophecies, and thereby proving her-
honesty and ‘mission. Such a prophbecy: proceeds;
from ¢unning and artfulness ; .she had every reason
to think and expect, that some time or other, a per-
sécution would break out against a profession so
heretical and blasphemous; and therefore it was
policy to predict it. S

Again, another proof of her cunning, is the me-
thodg she takes to have every thing done agreeable
to her own will; add that is by pretending to
have: a commuanication for it, and enforcing to her
followers the commands of the Spirit, and the dan-
ger of deviating in the smallest matter from his
orders. ' Thus, when the trial at the Neckinger was
about to take place, wishing to have every thing to
her ‘own mind, she takes a likely method for it, by
writing to Miss Townly thus: -

“ If we go one step. from the directions the
‘ Lord hath. given to ME, we are lost in time and to.
all eternity.. I would sponer go to the flames to

-
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€ he burnt-ag & wmartyhy, theg:gonoha-step fram thié
4 digecsions the: Lord hadt given. Me concecning
f Wy :t5ia); alld yeu must. charge wy - feiendss fod
‘¢ .their lixes;inever-te.consentto any. propatidd made
“ by..any .man, butisay, the Lord. hath commanded
“ it, we must Obeyx"":‘w;m'; VAL Bateae Den il ot
Y .;‘ o L 3  E R AN ?'x"'ﬂ" l A VIR SN
;{;Hﬁl'g» riﬂ;aﬂ' \lndeaiqb]m prmﬁoﬁdﬁmingmum&
¢raftas Yheswassute; by suchsaiinethéd,:ta hake hed
awih Willibe,done: and: this she xoes- ia all-other
ciscumstances. . It is enly to.say; )% 1. am: ordeyedds/?
‘¢ I am: commandeds: iS5 Id is:.seid, td me,” &c..80cs
5. Ang, if she . wants.;anyisthingethat' gropey: wild
purchesg; lit is only sousay, *“the: Lond Rath . weed
‘{ of it . Thig every one. suit -acknowledge.to be
CMANINEG.: -~ oo : bt - Godn, g Law e b
" Angghes instance of cunninig: bs; réwarding the
benevolence ‘and obedience: .of: heri followers with:
promises of honour and distinction in another
world, and after her death, in this world; and as-
suring them of their being}, very high in the favour
of the Lord while in thj Another instance of
cunning and craft is, fg $8Ring all her nonsense
to cansist in mystery ; .for. igkeby the simple and
thoughtless are both captivatedjand blinded. Thus
she is proved to possess a tbkx;able share of sense,
and indeed her deceiving so.many people is a mani-
fest proof of it, if there were no other.

Yet to ward off the imputation of craft and cun-
ning,-she pretends to be a novice, and declares.her-
self to be ““ The simplest of all her father’s house.”
(this is playing the fool,) this she does to make you
believe . she has- not sense enough for an impostor,
or to contrive a cunningly devised fable. But
she is deficient in one article, so essentially neces-
sary to people of her profession, I mean a good
memory when her spirit of vain glory again pre-
dominates, she can boast enough of her wisdom.
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‘ L
Por r¢his is: her lenguage, ‘when writing' to sethé
‘soinisters, *‘:Strange t'of Faith,? e I
have- understanding as)well as you all, neithér g T
aiwit behind youi?? :So. that she is wise or-simple,
knowing or ignorant, great or little, -every ‘f’thinqbf
mothing, as best suits her purpose., - - -\ 0% O

I must own, I wonder that such boasting of her
wislom: was suffered.to .qonid;: s i proceeding fidm
herself's . for.Ithe office  of sounding ' -her trumpety
gerevally belongs ti: the Spirit,” while she; ih her
owinpérson;: pletds dver nothingneds, -1 have toin-
fortn - the ".reader, thati i belieke ithe -predictibn’
of .this prophetess, relative:to. what'is-calléd her
awful trial, will soon‘be‘gecom‘plishedl. 1T bave just
sent a létter. to. the ‘Bishopiof, Londen; whichy: I
I trust, will prevail on his Lordship to take -this: ba=
siness in handy apd which mustvinfallibly: put:an énd
to itina very short time.: - . .. rndeiaud
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. _~t"lm Jreache) Preparations’ row wmaking fur the approaching acceuéhement

" %o not fur(

M’ «-___"m:l\ciples of Joau.«a 8 watiisore. w018 nearly scventy y ars 1'
: A

‘ —J() A‘NN A’ are, it is said, persuaded that she is in a few weeks to E

for.b a vew Messian. - It is stated, that a cot ur cradle,

- of most expeusive aud magnificedt materialy, hes been ¥ F
€, by a lady of fortune, fur.pJ-s Southgole's accouchament, e 3 3
» been fur some ¢ays exuibited at the warehouse of am, ars,
[t cabivet mak rin Aldersgate sireet. Hundreds of genteel” E
P of botirscxes bave been o ue- this cradle, in which the ‘
dofuc folloprs of Joanua beiiew. the trae - saiabs s to be rocked '— Vil 3
by wesent :——iliowing is given 85 a corvect description of the cracle:— » te
e gypuna Sogehild's crib, three feet six iuches by two teet; of eatin- ox g
apnd my ‘lwith brass trellie; side and foot board ; turned feet, oarved py ¢
sourit but it, on castors; & swing cot, inside caned, to wiag on cen- hto
Juadn wisd4 each end gilt mouldings, top a:.d bottom for go d letters; ™ * ™
ﬁm‘ ht poundy cover, with blue silk, carved and gilt under it; a gold P "t“\é

o § amd dove, and olive branch ; green siars at ‘each corner, gilt ;-

! '“a‘;;}nm fenlk fusciture; and embroidored celestia crown, with Hebrew g Rq}’!

£ ters; gold lettews; & lpmb's-weol waltress, with white ;. £
3adin th down bed, down pillow, gnd two superfivg blapkeis.” . h ot 3

jona Southcott, -afford. angther melancholy prout of the 16DE™
‘d folly of the presont age. However distinguished we
£pers co? in comparispn with our ancestors, for generat infoimation e
vy of befence, wescruple not to say, that the darkest period of our y
- %oy ... . [canacarcely furnish a parallel instance to'the credulity and z;t
. _nopw 230sP8 that prevail amougst the followers of this woman That
{hanyl go s}s._t ke either an uafortunate lunatic, or a deiiberate msuey.

ais peri

e
]
i

$8 - impostor, is evident; and in eithey case it is evident thatT A v
w1y 302/t0P should be put to that torrent of fanaticism and blas-ublz. :
a5t asasp Which flows from her preaching and.publicat.ons. ¥fsbepan « ¢
 per ‘apne, why has sbe not the benefit of proper medical adviceled ¢} @
‘ his apology cannot be offered for her ravings, it is righishe 3y &

tihat

4S9,
i:]“‘m;o be told, that though the laws of her eountry are wisely tole- 4jo ¥
§wsping all matters of religious opinion, they bave p_rov_ided that, o N
nqeysugred name of the Deity shali not be profaned witly impunity. at wi
Phas o lasphemies againgt God, a!l_impmure: in religion, as Jalsely / d ¥
r“lxg .£aling to extraordinary commirsions from God, and terrifying er’ €O
3a4)01 [ e people with felse denimciateans of judgments, inasmuch

iay) pd tend to subvert all religion and merality, are punishable -his ‘j
,kn;cadd temporil judges with fine and imprisonment, and also sueh , ut g
i sy L | infarevus punishment as to the Court in discretion shall p th

1dJoy peet, according to the heinousness of -the crime.”—3 Hawk. ye ¢1;
. &R wpPunday last the Chapel of Mr.",l‘o"zn-." in Duke street, St.

sL

aaes@f the Crown, c. 7, impx!‘

oo ¢'8 Flelds, was crowded by the disciples of JoanNa ;
1em10{COTT, and others, whom curiosity hiad dvawn thither The ch h;
y-oyg@ddressed the moltitude without the Chapel, ad told them € go

. jaay-4e accouchement was expected to take place in October, and ran, -
v aog{that till then his Chapel would not be re-opened. Finatly, r-at ;

Lq gged bimself, thatif his predictious should no: be fu filledy e ag'

E suypudld appear therc on Christmas day, and acknowledge him- f ¢},

‘jogy|d all the other believers, to have been deceived At thé ry
¥y "hion of his harangue, he was hiotoured with several rounds o b
apjause. He gratefully acknowledged -tinis by repeated’ natur

we 9. al to the mob,  thanking them, desirisg Gom to bless # ﬂ" g

&C -llfl\l .qPhiug them their liberty.” .
as\ st senasns 3y cn® HATPOGNEYS ¢

ou’ ] e -
1‘;“, ‘r&’g‘;"u‘_‘;ﬁ'ﬁ”’ the Aberdeen ships struck a fish, but owing to |
sy 85 ph ther coming on, was obliged to cut and leave hier,
®.. . harpoons and lines. Next day they struck anothesuw
25 wusst avy vl should this be kut their old friend, with their tad lea:
% Boudteis Jo b the devil would have it, angily rm came struck al
JIUOW B WHIM potmavyLon sy e TT ELT "’"."f'-‘m(v‘{r'—w - lngﬁvitll the

i,
113 evrer—ee o mma camaeq
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by the late raias, has giten a start to Lean Cdttle, put Saeep am:
Lambs continue dull on sale, even at reduced prices. The markets
of Smitbfield, St. 1ves, &c. are full a shilling lower for prime Beef
Veal, and M@ton. The Weol trade has had a rapid advance
particularly in fine fleeces of the Meiino and ‘South Dowy kinde,
and still looks upward. e . '
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" THE BALLOON AT YORK.—On Mr. Sadler's .ascenetsn with

-hix ballogn, 4t York<Rices, the flag was \fresented 't Mr. S.

by the Hon. Misq Veygop, dayghterof-h)s Gyace the AreMyishop
of Yark. The ground and aveaues were kept by a large delach-
ment of the 3d Dragoon Guards. . Mr. Sadler, in five minutes after !
his ascensjon, feund himself perpendisnidrly aver the Lumatic!
Asylum,. Mr. 8. discdvercl the “Hamh¥erdhills,, and, thongh '
highly gratified by the attention he had recdved since his visit
into Yorkshire, was no ways anxicus to descend there, imagining ‘
he should receive little ﬁdv’p-qakimqod his descent. \He there-
fore immedintely deiétmined ‘on desasnBiig) aid vhade prepara-
tion, by opering the valve, wheu he foudd the balloon rapidly de-
scending. Mr. S. on looking round, perceived hondreds coming to
his assistance from all direotions. '(lbe grappling ireus first caught
the top of dn ash tree, when g qhanlity of baltadt was thrown out,
and, laughable torelate, the-sand” fell ar ong'a flock of sheep, they
running through the hedge to ekcape it, and, by taking the linc of
the balioon, still receiviog mere. There the grappling irons lost
their hold, but fastened in'a Hedge on the,:ig!ﬂ ¢ide of tbe road
from Crajke to Easingwold. The car §rst situck ayniyw a heap of
stones, laid at the side of the roa# for repairing it. A countryman
was the first who came up ; Mr. 8. wished bim to lay hoid of the |
grappling cord, to prevent its losing its hold, but it was a long time
before he conld be prevailed ep, Antil hearteped on by others
cemirg up.- The ballenn wils removéd Yinto A0 adjoinieg grass .
field, for the means of discharging the remainder of the gas, and °
folding up the balloon. N .. . Il .
Foor Race—On Monday John: Charlton, ‘of T8, cenniy of
Durbam; and William Eycrick, of Lédkoufield, Ydrkshire, ran
the match, two miles, over Knavesmire, which was well con- .
tested. Cherlton took the lead,. betting 6-and 7 to 4 on him}a
man having drawn up oiie of-the chains across the coursey ‘the
Durbam man stooped under; and Escrick attenipting 39,101{p, his
foot caught and he fell; he afterwardsmade up to higantazocist,
and they rau breast and bresst for a quarter of amiile: Charlton
then gained about a yard; a bey beinWwﬂ‘t{own, Escrick had
to leap over him, whereby he lost some strides, and was beat at the
end abont ter yards.—The'i Qo infdediwbid¥ihn "1d 10 mioutes and
I7geconds: - cqy/s ot A THEE f CONG SO
The match against tilqgifnﬂ? by I#?erl;@l_erby, oi"Yold New-
ton, in Yorkshire, t6 go 100 ‘mi¥es in T8 hours,'on Kraveymire, he
taking 100 guineas to 5 guineas; mﬁi he accomplished
formauce, was aftemptéd.”” Hé sarted a qudrter beford "
Thursday se’nnight in thé evening; and gave up 20 midutés jRast 15
the next day, in consequenée of His'legs betfng mach’éwallen\fter
baving gone 87 miles ;' of ¢burte ote hdilr dditwéngy-ﬁve‘mi ey
only remataéd to perfornt the thirteen mifes, had he been enatfed
toprecesd. ' 7 Th B
~ PepesTh1a syt —¥r: ‘Thomad ‘Knight, of Tewkesbor]
undertaken, for a Wa q?éf 220 égiﬁ&:‘;gppe;farm the ﬂstéuiaf i
pedestrian feat of hgngilé;s"f, X ’suci‘é:éﬁ,ye. Thours, either’ to
rin. bit withoht ady aelistnnes whatevar Tho meatoh.
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