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THE

PREFACE.

N this age of general debauchery, extra-

INvagance and diffipation, profligate men

are naturally led to oppofe and difbelieve the

principles of the chriftian religion ; becaufe

that religion oppofesthem,and prohibits their

immoral practices. Such kind ofmen laugh

at a future ftate, at the ftories of fpirits and

invifible beings ; and fay they are the inven-

tions of enthufiafm, and a crazy difordered

imagination. We would not be thought

to aflert that most ofthe accounts of appa-

ritions are true; undoubtedly the ignorant

and weak have been often impofed uponin

-this particular by knaves and credulous fim-

ple perfons : At the fame time we cannot

help thinking that weak people, women and

children are lefs blameable, for being fright-
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ened with the various unaccountable ſtories

of ghofts, which they hear by the fire-fide

in a winter-night, than thofe who think all

reports ofthe appearance offpirits fabulous.

Thofe unbelievers contradict the evidence

of all grave and credible hiftorians, both

facred and profane, antient and modern,

and the confirmed opinions, and tra-

ditions of all nations. Were we even led

K

to reject this univerfal teftimony of the

world, yet we cannot help crediting the re-

lations of particular people, whofe veracity

in matters offact is unquestionable. What

arguments can we ufe worthy of our con-

fideration, againſt the numerous relations

of fpirits to be found in the works of an-

tient hiftorians, poets, and even of fome of

the philofophers ? Lucretius himſelf, though

from his atheistical principles it belonged to

him to infift, that the foul died with the bo-

dy, even believes the reality of apparitions ;

that men have often been feen after their

deceaſe.

Themodern infidelmuſt be greatly ſtruck

with the conceffion of ſo determined an a-

theift. Matters of fact which Lucretius

could not deny, though he had the impu-

dence to attempt the fubverfion of the reli
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gion of his country, bore him down in fuch

a manner, that he was compelled to account

for the appearance of ghofts very ftupidly

andunphilofophically. He fays, that the fur-

faces of all bodies are continually loofened,

and peeling off from them, one after ano-

ther ; and that the thin cafes which inclofed

one another whilft they covered the body,

like the ſkins of an onion, are feen fome-

times intire and perfect, whereby the figure

and reprefentation of perfons dead, or ab-

fent, is exhibited to our view.

Although too many perhaps would hard-

ly believe the exiſtence of fpirits, though

one rofe from the dead to give them a proof

thereof, yet as there are other wavering

people, who have not arrived to this pitch

of incredulity, to convince them of the rea-

lity of a future ftate, which it behoves all

men to believe who want to be happy now,

and when time fhall be no more; to thofe

perfons we now offer feveral well authenti-

cated, and therefore credible accounts of ap-

paritions: thofe which are not fupported by

fufficient witneffes, we have omitted in this

collection. Let the atheiſts, if there are a-

ny, the deifts, free-thinkers, and infidel

rakes read it and tremble.

a 3



[ vi ]

As to the inftances of the fecond-fight

which we here give, they were communi-

cated to a gentleman by perfons of approv-

ed veracity, who had no intereft or views

to ferve by them, and who fcorned to fal-

fify. Let us add alſo, that the reality of

the fecond-fight has been univerfally believ-

ed by all conditions of people in the wes

tern ifles and the adjacent parts and high-

lands of Scotland, from the moſt remote

early times down to the prefent.
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Infernal Gods, who rule the fhades below,

Chaos and Phlegethon, ye realms of woe,

Grant what I have heard I may to light expoſe,

Secrets which earth , and night , and hell incloſe.

sr

Account ofthe Devil of Mafcon in France.

XXTRANGE is the relation of the devil

SofMafcon in France, as it is tranflated

by Dr. Peter du Moulin, at the requeſt

of the honourable Robert Boyle, Efq;

who was fully fatisfied of the certainty and reality,

thereof; that in the year 1612 , one MonfieurPer-

reaud, a proteftant minifter, being from his own.
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houſe one night, his wife being in bed, and in her

firft fleep, was awakened by the noife of her cur-

tains, which were drawn violently, her maid lying

in the fame room, arofe, and went to fee what was

the matter, but could diſcern nothing : the night

following the maid lying with her miſtreſs, pre-

ſently after they were in bed, they felt ſomething

that pulled off their blankets ; hereupon the maid

arofe, intending to go into the kitchen, but found

the chamber door bolted on the outfide, fo that the

could not get out till ſhe had called a boy that lay

near, to unbolt the door; coming into the kitchen,

and lighting a candle, fhe found the pewter and

brafs thrown all about the room, which both that,

and the night following, made a very great confuf-

ed noiſe : Mr. Perreaud coming home, was told of

all this, and before he would go to bed, he care-

fully fearched every corner of the houfe, and fet

bolts and barricadoes to all the doors and windows,

ftopping every cat-hole in the doors, and left no-

thing that might cauſe fufpicion of impoſture, and

fo went to bed; fcarce was he in his bed when he

heard a great noife in the kitchen, as the rolling

of a billet, thrown with great ftrength, and alſo

a knocking against a partition of wainfcot, and

things thrown against the wainfcot ; and mufic was

made with a brafs cullender : Upon this Mr. Per-

reaud rofe, took his fword, and went into the room

where the noife was, but found nothing. Next

morning Mr. Perreaud made it known to the el-

ders of the church, and alfo to Mr. Francis Tornus,

a royal notary, after which the notary and fome o-

thers fat up with him every night till midnight,
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1

7

during that affliction The firſt night they came,

and feveral others , all was quiet, but September 20,

about nine o'clock, in the prefence of them all , the

devil began to whiſtle three or four tunes with a

loud and fhrill tone, and preſently fpake (though

fomewhat hoarfe) which feemed to be about three

or four ſteps from them ; finging a little tune of

five notes, which birds are taught to whiftle, and

after he often repeated this word, Minifter, Mi-

" nifter " then faid Mr. Perreaud, " Get thee

" from me, Satan ; the Lord rebuke thee ;" but

continuing to repeat the word Minifter, Mr. Per-

reaud faid, " Yes indeed, I am a minifter, a fer-

" vant of the living God, before whofe majesty

" thou trembleft;" the devil replied, " I fay nothing

"to the contrary ;" Mr. Perreaud faid, " I have

" no need of thy teftimony;" yet did he continue

to repeat the fame, then he endeavoured to tranf

form himſelf into an angel, faying over very loud

the Lord's prayer, the creed, the morning and e-

vening prayers, and the ten commandments; but

he always clipt, and left out fome part of them :

he alfo fung with a loud and audible voice the 81ft

pfalm, then he related many things concerning

Mr. Perreaud's family, as that his father was poi-

foned, naming the man that did it, and the reafons

why, and the place and manner of it; he further

faid, " That very night he came from Pais deVaux,

" and had paffed through the village of Allencog-

ne, that at the door of Mr. Perreaud's eldeſt bro-

" ther's houfe, he had feen him with Mr. du Pau,

" minifter of Thoiry, who were ready to go tofup-

46

per together, and that they were neighbours,
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" and dear friends, that he had faluted them, and

" aſked them, whether they would command him

86 any ſervice to Mr. Perreaud, becauſe he was go-

" ing to Mafcon ; that they were very kind to him,

" and defired him to remember their love to Mr.

" Perreaud, and invited him to drink with them."

Tothis Mr. Perreaud replied, " Thou wicked fiend,

if they had known thee, they would not have

"been fo kind to thee." Mr. du Pau afterward

told Mr. Perreaud that he remembered very well,

that at that time, a man of a ftrange fhape came

riding on a very lean horfe that hungdown his head,

and fpoke to them to that purpoſe.

The devil told them alfo of another brother of

Mr. Perreaud's, living in the vale of the Lake de

Joux, who one day, when fome of their kindred.

came to vifit him, to give them fome divertiſement,

carried them upon the lake upon a float of wood,

and prefently a ftorm arofe, which overturned the

float, and almoft drowned them all, which ftorm

he affirmed to be of his own raiſing : he told them

alfo, that the man and his wife, who had former-

ly lived in Mr. Perreaud's houfe being fallen out,

the wife took her time, when her husband was go-

ing down into his fhop, and pushed him with fuch

violence, that her husband fell down the flairs ftark

dead, and that the going down a back pair of ſtairs

prefently called her fervants, who finding their ma-

fter, judged him to die of fome fudden difeafe : a-

nother time the devil told one that was prefent, of

fuch private and fecret things, that the man affirm-

ed never to have told to any one, and thereupon

he judged that the devil knew his thoughts ; then

G
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he began to mock God, and all religion, and faid

Gloria Patri, but ſkipped over the fecond perfon,

and made a foul, horrible, and deteftable equivo-

cation upon the third perfon of the bleffed Trini-

ty; he alfo defired them earneftly to fend for Mr.

DuChaffin the popish priest of St. Stephen's pariſh,

to whom he would confefs himſelf, and to defire

him that he would not fail to bring holy water a-

long with him, " For that (faid he) would fend

"me a packing prefently;" and there being a fierce

dog in the houfe, the devil faid, You wonder

" that the dog barks not at me, when I make all

" this noife, it is becauſe I made the fign of the

" crofs upon his head.".

""

Then he fell a fcoffing and jeering, faying,

" That hee was one ofof thofe who fcaled the walls

" of Geneva, and that the ladder breaking , he fell

" from the wall into the ditch, where he was like

" to have been eaten up with the frogs," and then

he imitated their croaking; he ſaid alfo, " That fa-

"ther Alexander, a Jefuit, ftood at the foot of the

ladder, encouraging the Savoyards to go up bold-

" ly, affuring them that they ſhould take the city,

" and thereby win paradife, and that when the

"thirteen that were got upon the wall, and were

" taken by them of Geneva, were led to the

" gallows, the women of the city faid to the hang-

Co. man, Courage, Tabafcu ; thou fhalt have fome-

" thing to drink." Then fpeaking of Pais duVaux,

he faid, it was a country where they made goodly

carbonadoes of witches, and at that he laughed ve-

ry loud,

He jefted much with one Michael Repay, and

A 3
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told him, he should go with him, and be a foldier

under the Marquis of St. Martin's; " What (faid

"Repay) fhould I go to war with fuch a coward

"( as thyself, who confeffeft that thou didst fly at the

" fcalado of Geneva;" the devil anfwered, " And

" do you think that I would go to be hanged with

" mycomrades ; no, I was no fuch fool;" at another

time he told them in a mournful tone, that he had

a mind to make his will, for he muft needs go to

Chambery, where he had a law fuit, and that he

might die by the way, and therefore he bid the

maid to go for Mr. Tornus the notary, and declar-

ed to him what legacies he would leave ; and to

one prefent , he faid, " He would bequeath five

" hundred pound," but he anſwered, " I will have

" none ofthy money, thy moneyperish with thee ;"

he named another to be his heir general, who alfo

anfwered, " That he would not accept of the in-

" heritance," whereupon the devil replied, " I will

" free thee from it for fixpence, and a piece of

" bread." As he was once fpeaking, a man who

ufed to be prefent, rushed into the place, whence

the voice feemed to come, and fearched it ſtrictly,

as many had done before him, but found nothing,

except feveral odd things which he brought forth,

and among them a fmall bottle, at which the de-

vil fell a laughing, and ſaid to him, " I was told

" long fince that thou waft a fool, and I fee now

" thou art one indeed, to believe that I am in the

" bottle ; I fhould be a fool myfelf to get into it,

" for fo I might be catched by ſtopping the bottle

" with one's finger ;" he was once very angry, be

caufe Mr. Perreaud faid to him, " Go, thou curf-
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ed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil

and his angels," whereupon he replied, " Thou

lieft, I am not curfed, I hope yet for falvation,

by the death and paffion of Jefus Chrift."

*

He threatened Mr. Perreaud, what he would do

to him, as that when he was in bed, he would

pluck off the blankets, and pull him out ofthe bed

by the feet; Mr. Perreaud anfwered, " I will lay

66 me down, and fleep, for the Lord maketh me to

" dwell in fafety, thou canft have no power over

" me, but what is given thee from above ;" where-

upon he faid, " It is well for thee, it is well for

" thee." The devil at laft confeffed, " That he

" could not prevail against them, becauſe they did

" too much call upon the name of God," and in-

deed it was obferved that as often as they kneeled

down to prayer, the devil left talking, and often

faid, " While you are at your prayers, I will go

" take a turn in the ſtreet," but no fooner was

prayer ended, but he used to begin as before, urg-

ing them to talk with him, which courfe he con-

tinued till the 25th of November, at which time

he fpake theſe his laft words, " Alas, alas, I fhall

" ſpeak no more:" after which he was never heard

to utter any word.

Mr. Perreaud told Mr. Du Moulin, that a grave

divine once coming to his houfe, and hearing the

devil ſpeak profanely, rebuked him fharply for it ;

whereupon the devil anfwered, " Minifter, you are

very holy and zealous in this company, you were

" not fo, when you were finging fuch a bau-

" dy fong, in fuch a tavern ," and then the devil

fung the fame fong before them all : The divine

A 4
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faid, " It is true, Satan, I have been licentious in

" my younger years, but God of his mercy hath

1

given me repentance and pardon for it, but

" for thy part thou art hardened in fin, and fhalt

" never have repentance and pardon ." He ſpake

alfo of thoſe that profeffed the reformed religion in

France, faying, " O poor Hugonots, you fhall have

" much to fuffer within a few years , O what miſ-

" chief is intended againſt you."

An officer,who was a papift, belonging to a court

ofjustice, came out of curiofity to Mr. Perreaud's

houfe, and hearing that the devil foretold future

things, and fome fecrets, he would needs queftion

him about many matters, but Mr. Perreaud defired

him to forbear, reprefenting to him both the fin

and danger of it : the lawyer rejected his counſel

with fcorn, bidding him teach his own flock, and

let him have the government of himſelf, and fo pro-

ceeded to propound feveral queſtions to the devil,

as about abfent friends, private bufinefs, news and

flate-affairs, unto all which the devil anfwered him,

and then added, "Now, Sir, I have told you all that

66 you have demanded of me, I must tell you next

" what you demanded not, that at this very time

66 you are propounding theſe queſtions to the devil,

" fuch a man (whom he named) is doing your bu

" finefs with your wife;" and then he further dif-

covered many fecret and foul practices of the law-

yer, which fhewed his difhonefty: neither wasthis

all; for in conclufion the devil told him, " Now,

" Sir, let me correct you for being fo bold as to

" queftion with the devil, you fhould have taken

" the minifter's fafe counfel." Then, upon a fud-
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den, the whole company faw the lawyer drawn by

the arm into the midst of the room, where the de-

vil whirled him about, and gave him many turns

with great fwiftnefs, touching the ground only with

his toe, and then threw him down upon the floor

with great violence, and being taken up, and car-

ried to his houfe, he lay fick and diſtracted a lòng

time after.

*

It feems at thistime Satan was let loofe in France,

for about the fame time the devil appeared at Ly-

ons inthe ſhape of a fine gentlewoman, to the lieu-

tenant of the knight of the watch, called La Jac-

quire, and to two others of his companions, which

three had carnal knowledge of her, and thereby

came to a moft tragical and fearful end. At the

fame time a perſon of quality at Paris, had coha-

bitation with the devil in the fhape of a beautiful

lady, who being vifited byfome juftices and phyfi-

cians, was found to be the body of a woman hang-

ed fome days before ; and at this time the prifons

in Mafcon were filled with a great number of men

and women, young and old , all indicted of witch-

craft, who appealed to the parliament at Paris : and

as they went thither under a guard, a coach met

them, and in it one like a judge, who aſked the

captain what prifoners he conducted ; the captain

having fatisfied him, he called one of them by.

name, faying, " How now ! art thou one of them

" too? fear nothing ; for neither thou nor any of

" thy company fhall fuffer," and theſe words proved,

true ; for foom after they were allreleaſed .

Likewife about the fame time a girl at Mafcon,,

of about thirteen years old, who was daughter to ,

A 5
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one of the chief citizens , lying with the maid, per-

ceived that the abfented herſelf many times in the

night, and therefore aſked her whence the came?

The maid anfwered, " That fhe came from a place

where there was good company, gallant dancing,

" and all kind of fport and merriment :" The girl

defired the maid to bring her alfo to that place, and

accordingly the anointed her, and made her do the

ordinary ceremonies prefcribed by the devil to

witches; after which the girl was carried up into

the air; but feging herſelf above the convent of the

Capuchin friars, the called upon God for help, who

cauſed the devil to lay her down in the friars gar-

den about midnight: the Capuchins hearing her la-

menting voicewent to her,to whom the related thefe

paffages, whereupon two of them fecretly conduct.

ed her to her father's houfe. Atthe fame time alfo

the devil haunted the houfe of a woman- baker in

Mafcon, in the fhape of a man with a red cap on

his head, and would often look out of the window

by moon-light, and was feen by many. Alfo the

devil kept a great Atir in St. Stephen's church in

Mafcon, overturning divers graves, which many

reforted to fee. He did the like alfo in the church

of St. Alban, at the fame time : and in a widow's

Houfe not far from Mafcon, he did much hurt for

three months together, letting out wine in the cel

lar, and beating feveral perfons outragiouſly: and

among others a lock- fmith, who coming drunk in-

to the houfe, gave many ill and threatning words

to the devil, who prefently took one of the andi-

rons, and therewith grievoufly beat him, till in

great hafte he run out of the houſe.
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The ten or twelve laft days the devil threw ftones

aboutMr. Perreaud's houſe continually, from morn

ing to evening, and in great quantity, fome of them

oftwo or three pounds weight : one of thofe laſt

days Mr. Tornus went to Mr. Perreaud's houſe, to

know whether the devil was there ftill ; and whift-

ling tunes, the devil ftill answered him in the fame ;

then the devil threw a ftone at him, which falling

at his feet, he took up, marked it with a coal, and

threw it into the back-fide of the houfe, and pre-

fently the devil threw it at him again; when he

took it up, he found it very hot, whereupon he faid,.

" That he believed it had been in hell fince he

" handled it firft." The 22d of December the

devil went quite away ; and the next day a great -

viper was feen going out of Mr. Perreaud's houſe;

which being difcovered by fome nailors that lived

by, they feized it with long pincers, and carried it

all over the town, faying, " Here is the devil that

" came out of the minister's houfe," and then left

it with oneMr.Clark, an apothecary, and was found

to be a true and natural viper : a ferpent rarely

feen in thoſe countries. All the while the devil

haunted Mr. Perreaud's houfe, God fuffered him

not to do the leaſt hurt either to their perfons or

goods.

This is a brief account offome particulars, the

narrative whereof was drawn up more at large by

Mr. Perreaud himſelf, a reverend and religious di

vine, and is attefted by fo many, and thofe fuch

credible wineffes, as the truth of it cannot be ra-

tionally queftioned by any.

A16
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The invifible Drummers veleposi

R. John Mompeſſon, of Tedworth, in the

countyofWilts, about the middle ofMarch,

1661 , being at a neighbouring town, called Lud-

gerfhall, on hearing a drum beat there, he enquir-

ed of the bailiff of thetown, at whofe houſe he then.

was, what it meant. The bailiff told him, that

they had for fome days been troubled with an idle

drummer, who demanded money of the conftable,

by virtue of a pretended pafs, which he believed

was a counterfeit one. Upon which Mr. Mom-

peffon fent for the fellow, and aſked him by what

authority he went up and down the country with

his drum? The drummer anfwered, he had good

authority, and produced his paſs, with a warrant

underthe hands of Sir William Cawley, and . Co-

lonel Ayliff, of Gretenham . Mr. Mompeffon

knowing thefe gentlemen's hands, difcovered that

the paſs and warrant were counterfeited , and there-

upon commanding the vagrant to put off his drum,

charged the conftable to carry him before the next

justice of the peace, to be farther examined, and pu-

nished. The fellow then confeffed the cheat, and

begged earnestly to have his drum. Mr. Mompef

fon told him , that if he underftood from Colonel

Ayliff, whofe drummer he had declared himſelf,

that he was an honeft man, he ſhould have it a

gain ; but in the mean time he would fecure it;

and he accordingly left the drum with the bailiff,
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and the drummer in the hands of the conftable,

who, it feems, was prevailed on to let him go.

About the middle of April following, when Mr.

Mompeffon was preparing for a journey to London,

the bailiff fent the drum to his houſe. On his re-

turn from London, his wife told him, that during

his abfence, they had been much affrighted in the

night by thieves, and that the houfe had like to

have been broken up : And he had not been at

home above three nights, when the fame noife was

heard that had before fo greatly alarmed the fami-

ly: It was a very great knocking at the door, and

on the outſide of his houfe. Upon which he got

up, and with a brace of loaded piftols, opened the

door, at which the knocking feemed the moft vio-

lent; but the noife fuddenly removed to another

door, which he opened alfo, and went round the

houfe, but could diſcover nothing ; only he ſtill

When
heard a ſtrange noife and hollow found.

he was in bed, the noife was a thumping and

drumming on the top of the houfe, which continu-

ed a good ſpace, and then went off into the air.

After this, the noife of thumping and drumming

was very frequent, ufually five nights together, and

then it would ceafe for three. It conftantly came

as they were going to fleep, whether early or late.

After a month's diſturbance on the outfide of the

houfe, which was principally of boards, it came

into the room where the drum lay four or five

nights in a week, within half an hour after they

were in bed, and continued almost two hours. The 1

fignal of its approach was a hurling in the air over

the houſe ; and at its departure, the beating of a
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drum was heard like that uſed at the breaking up

guard. It continued to vifit this room for the ſpace

oftwo months, which time Mr. Mompeflon himſelf

lay there, in order to obferve it: In the fore part of

the night it uſed to be very troubleſome, but after-

two hours would be quiet.

Mrs. Mompeffon being brought to bed, there

was but little noife for the night fhe was in travail

nor any for three weeks after till the had recovered ›

ftrength : But after this civil ceffation , it returned :

in a more violent manner than ever, and, for the

first time followed the youngest children, beating

their bedsteads with fuch violence, that all prefent.

expected they would fall in pieces. In laying hands

on them no blows could be felt; but it was very

perceptible that they fhook exceedingly. For an

hour together the drum would beat Round-heads

and Cuckolds, the Tat-too, and feveral other points

of war. After this a feratching would be heard

under the children's bed, as if by fomething that

had iron talons. It would lift the children up in

their beds, follow them from one room to another,

and for a while haunted no parts of the houſe but

where they were prefent.

"

There was a cock-loft in the houfe which had

not been obferved to be troubled, thither they re-

moved the children, putting them to bed while it

was fair day; but they were no fooner in bed

than the Invisible Drummer haunted them as be--

fore. * S

On the fifth of November the noife was remark.

ably loud; and a fervant obferving two boards .

the children's room removed, he bid the invisible
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give him one of them;upon which the board came

(nothing moving it that he ſaw) within a yard of

him . The man faid, " Pray let me have it in my

" hand," and it was accordingly ſhoved quite home

to him, and fo up and down to and fro, at leaſt

twenty times together, till Mr. Mompeflon forbid

bis fervant fuch familiarities. This was in the day

time, and feen by awhole room full of people ; and

on its departure it left a very fulphurous fmell be.

hind it, which was very offenfive.ht

At night the minifter and Mr. Cragg, and di

vers of the neighbours, came to the houfe on a vi-

fit. The minifter went to prayers with them,

kneeling at the children's bed - fide, where it was

then very troubleſome and loud. During the pray-

ers it withdrew into the cock- loft, but returned as

foon as they were over, and then, in fight of the

company, the chairs walked about the room of

themſelves, as did alfo every piece of furniture

that was loofe, and the children's fhoes were hur

led backwards and forwards over their heads ; at

the fame time a bed staff was thrown at the mini-

fter, which ftruck him on the leg, but in fo fa

vourable a manner, that a lock of wool could not

fall more gently, and it was obſerved that it ſtop-

ped juft where it lighted, without rolling or mov-

ing from the place.

Mr. Mompeflon perceiving that it fo much pe-

fered the little children, he lodged them out at à

neighbour's houſe, taking his eldeſt daughter, whơ

was about ten years of age, to his own chamber,

which the fpirit had not vifited for a month.

foon as the child was in bed the diſturbance began

As
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there again, and continued three weeks drumming

and making other noifes ; and it was obferved that

it would exactly anſwer to drumming any thing

that was beaten or called for. After this, the

houfe where the children lodged out happening to

be full of visitors, they were brought home, and

no diſturbance having been in the parlour, they

were lodged there ; but their perfecutor foon found

them out, and contented itſelf with plucking them

by the hair and night cloaths, without making any

diſturbance. Korofiel quedat fail thisthr

T

It was obferved that when the noife was loudeft

and came with the moſt ſudden and ſurpriſing vi-

olence, no dog about the houſe would move, tho?

the knocking was often heard by the neighbours,

and alſo at a confiderable diftance. The fervants

were fometimes lifted up with their beds, and

gently let down again without hurt'; at other

times it would be like a great weight upon their

feet. 2

1

About the latter end of December 1661 , the

drumming was lefs frequent, and then they heard

a noife like jingling of money, occafioned, as it was

thought, by. Mr. Mompeffon's mother having, a

few days before, faid, that he had often heard of

fairies dropping money, and fhould be very well fa-

tisfied if their occafional vifitor would leave them

fomething for their trouble.

After this it defifted from making a violent

noife, and employed itfelf in playing little apifh

tricks. On Christmas Eve, a little before day, one

of the little boys, in getting out of his bed, was

ftruck on a fore place upon his heel with the latch

0

e
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of the door. The night after Chriſtmas day, it

threw the old gentlewoman's cloaths about the

room, and hid her bible in the afhes : and it play-

ed many other like pranks too tedious to mention.

It fhortly after became very troubleſome to a fer-

vant of Mr. Mompeffon, who was a very ſtout fel-

low, offober converfation. For ſeveral nights the

bed- cloaths were endeavoured to be pulled off in

fo forcible a manner, that he was obliged to make

ufe of his whole ftrength to keep them on ; and

fometimes, that not being fufficient he was left al-

moft naked, and his fhoes thrown at his head; and

now and then he found himſelf forcibly held, and,

as it were, bound hand and foot ; but whenever

he could make uſe of his ſword, and ſtruck with it,

the fpirit quitted its hold.

>

A fon of Mr. Thomas Bennet (whofe workman

the drummer had fometime been) being on a vifit

to Mr. Mompeffon, told him fome words he had

fpoken; which it feems was not well taken, for

as foon as they were in bed, the drum beat up ve-

ry violently; on which the gentleman arofe, and

called his fervant, who lay with Mr. Mompeffon's

fervant before mentioned, whofe name was John :

As foon as Mr. Bennet's fervant was gone, John

heard a rustling noife in his chamber, and fome

thing come to his bed fide, as if it hadbeen a per-

fon in filk, The man immediately endeavoured

to fecure his fword, which he found from him,

and it was with great difficulty that he got it into

his power, which he had no fooner done than the

fpirit left him, and it was always obferved to avoid

a fword.
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About the beginning of January, 1662, a fing-

ing was heard in Mr.Mompeffon's chimney, which

announced the coming of the fpirit. And one

night about that time lights were ſeen in the houſe :

one of which came to Mr. Mompeflon's chambers

it ſeemed blue and glimmering, and caufed great

ftiffness in the eyes of the beholders . After the

light, fomething was heard to come up the ftairs,

treading foftly, as if it had been a perfon without

fhoes. The light was alſo feen four or five times

in the children's chamber; and the maid fervants

confidently affirmed, that the doors were opened

and shut, at leaſt ten times in their ſight ; and that

when they were opened they heard a noife as if

half a dozen perfons were entering together : After

which a noife like people, walking in the room a

bove, and a ruffling of filk was heard.

During the time of knocking, when many pers

fons were prefent, a gentleman in company faid,.

" Satan, ifthe drummer fet thee towork, give three

" knocks, and no word:" which it did very di-

ftinctly, and stopped. The gentleman then knocks

ed to fee if it would answer him, as it was wont

but it did not. For farther trial he bid it, for confir

mation, if it were the drummerto give five knocks,

and no more that night; which it did, and left the

boufe quiet all the night after. This was done in

the prefence of Sir Thomas Chamberlain, of Ox

fordshire, and divers others.

On Saturday, January 10, an hour before day,

a drum was heard to beat on the outfide of Mr.

Mompeffon's chamber, from whence it went to the

other end of the houfe where fome gentlemen vis
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fitors lay, playing at their door four or five differ-

ent tunes, and then went off in the air.

The next night, a fimith in the village lying with

John the man, they heard a noiſe in the room as

of one ſhoeing a horſe, and fomething came as with

a pair of pincers fnipping at the fmith's nofe moft

part of the night.

One morning Mr. Mompeffon rifing early, to

go a journey, heard a great noife where the chil-

dren lay, and running down with a piftol in his

hand, he heard a cry, " A witch! a witch ! (as

they heard once before) and upon his entering all

was'quiet.

Having one night played fome little tricks at

Mr. Mompeffon's bed's feet, it went into another

bed where one of his daughters lay; there it paff.

ed from fide to fide, lifting her up as it paffed un-

der; at which time there were three kinds of noiſe

in the bed ; they thraft at it with a fword, but it

ftill fhifted, and carefully avoided the thruſt,

getting under the child every time they offered

at it.

Thenight following it came into the room pant

ing like a large dog ; upon which one of the com-

pany ftruck at it, with a bed ftaff, which was im-

mediately fnatched out of his hand, and thrown a

way, and then the room filled with a moft noifome

ſtench, and exceffively hot, though it was a fevere

winter's day. After continuing in the bed pant

ing and ſcratching for an hour and an half, it went

to the next chamber, where it knocked a little, and

feemed to rattle a chain. Thus it did for feveral

nights together.
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In a few days after, Mr. Mompeffon's mother's

bible was found in the afhes, the paper fides being

downwards : Mr. Mompeffon took it up, and ob-

ferved that it lay open at the 3d chapter of St.

Mark, where there is mention made of the unclean

fpirits falling down before our Saviour, and of his

giving power to the twelve to caft out devils, and of

the ſcribes opinion that he caft them out through

Belzebub.

The night following they ftrewed afhes overthe

chamber, to ſee what impreffion the ſpirit would

leave ; in the morning they found in one place the

reſemblance of a great claw, in another of a lefs,

fome letters in another (which they could make no-

thing of) befides many circles and feratches..

About this time (fays Mr. Glanville, my author)

I went to the houſe on purpoſe to enquire the truth

of thoſe paffages of which there was fo loud a re-

port. The fpirit had ceafed its drumming and

more violent noife before I came thither ; but moſt

ofthe remarkable circumftances before related were

confirmed to me there byfeveral of the neighbours

who had been prefent at them. At this time it

ufed to haunt the children, and that as foon as they

were laid. They went to bed that night I was

there about eight o'clock ; when a maid fervant

coming down told us it was come. The neighbours

who were there, and two minifters who had heard

it divers times,, went away; but Mr. Mompeffon

and myſelf, and a gentleman, who came with me,

went up. I heard a ſtrange ſcratching as we went

up the ſtairs, and when we came into the room ,

I perceived it was juſt behind the bolſter of the
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children's bed, and feemed to be against the tick :

It was as loud a feratching as one with long nails

can make upon a Bolfter. There were two little

modeſt girls in the bed between feven and eight

years old, as I gueffed.faw their hands out of

5 the cloaths, and they could not contribute to the

e
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noife that was behind their heads ; they had been

uſed to it, and had ſtill fomebody or other in the

chamber with them , and therefore ſeemed not to

be much affrighted. I , ftanding at the bed's head,

thruft my hand behind the bolfter, directing it to

the place from whence the noife feemed to come,

which thereupon ceaſed, and was heard in another

part of the bed; but when I had taken out my

hand it returned, and was heard in the fame place

as before. I had been told it would imitate any

kind of noife, and made trial by fcratching feveral

times, as five, feven, and ten, which it followed,

and ſtill ſtopped at my number. I fearched under

and behind the bed, turned up the cloaths to the

bed cords, grafped the bolfter, founded the wall

behind, and made all the fearch that I poffibly

could to find if there was any trick, contrivance,

or common caufe of it ; the like did my friend ;

but we could difcover nothing : So that I was then

verily perfwaded, that the noife was made byfome

dæmon or fpirit. After it had fcratched about half

an hour or more, it went into the midft of the bed,

under the children, and there feemed to pant like

a dog out of breath very loudly. I put my hand

upon the place , and felt the bed bearing up againſt

it, as if fomething within had thruft it up. I

grafped the feathers to feel ifany thing living were
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in it: I looked under the bed, and every where a-

bout, to fee if there were any dog or cat, or any

fuch creature in the room; and fo we all did, but

found nothing. The motion that it caufed bythis

panting was fo ftrong, that it thook the room and

windows very violently. It continued this more

than half an hour, which time I and my friend ſtaid

in the room, and long after, as we were told. Dur-

ing the panting, I chanced to fee as it had been

fomething (which I thought was a rat or moufe)

moving in a linen bag that hung upagainſt another

bed in the room. 1 stepped and caught it by the

upper end with one hand, with which I held it,

and drew it through the other, but found nothing

at all in it. There was no body near to shake the

bag, or if there had, no one could have made fuch

a motion which feemed to be from within, as if a

living creature had moved in it.

It will, I know, be faid by fome, that my friend

and I were under fome affright, and fo fancied

noifes and fights that were not ; but if it be pof.

fible to know how a man may be affected , when in

fear, and when unconcerned, I certainly know, for

my own part, that during the whole time of being

in the room and in the houſe, I was under no more

affrightment, than I am while I write this relation ;

and if I know that I am now awake, and that I fee

the objects before me, I know that I heard andfaw

the particulars I have told. There is not, I am

fenfible, any great matter for ftory in them, but

there is fo much that convinces me that there was

fomewhat extraordinary, and what we ufually call

preternatural in the bufinefs.
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What further happened while I was atTedworth,

is as follows: My friend and I lay in the cham.

ber where the firft and chief difturbance had been.

We flept well all night, but early, before day, in

the morning, I was awakened (and I awakened my

bed-fellow) by a great knocking without our cham.

ber door. I asked who was there feveral times,

but the knocking ftill continued without anfwer.

At laft I faid," In the name of God, who is it,

" and what would you have?" To which a voice

anfwered, " Nothing with you." We, think-

ing it had been fome fervant of the houfe, went

to fleep again; but fpeaking of it to Mr. Mom-

peffon when we came down, he affured us no one

of the houfe lay that way, or had bufinefs therea-

bouts, and that his fervants were not up till he cal-

led them, which was after it was day; which they

confirmed, and protefted that the noife was not

made bythem.

Another paffage was this ; my man coming to

me in the morning, told me, that the horſe on

which I rode was all in a ſweat, and looked as if he

had been ridall night. My friend and I went down

and found him fo. I enquired how he had been

ufed, and was affured that he had been well fed and

ordered, as he uſed to be; and my fervant was al-

ways very careful about my horfe. The horfe I had

had a good time, and I never knew but he was very

found: But after I had rid him a mile or two very

gently over a plain down, from Mr. Mampeffon's

houfe, he fell lame, and having made a hard ſhift

to bring me home, died in two or three days ; no
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one being able to imagine what he ailed. This

feems fomething more than mere accident.

. But I go on with Mr. Mompeffon's own parti❤

culars. He fays, that another time, being in the

day, and feeing fome wood move that lay in the

chimney of a room, as of itſelf, he difcharged a

piſtol at it, after which they found feveral drops on

the hearth, and in divers places of the ſtairs.

For two or three nights after the difcharge of

the pistol, there was a calm in the houfe, but then

it came again, applying itfelf to a little child new.

ly taken from nurfe, which it fo perfecuted, that

it would not let the poor infant reft for two nights

together, nor fuffer a candle in the room, but car-

ried them away lighted up the chimney, or threw

them under the bed . It fo fcared the child by leap-

ing upon it, that for fome hours it could not be

recovered out of the fright : fo that they were for

ced again to remove the children out of the houſe :

and the following night, about twelve o'clock,

fomething came up ftairs and knocked at Mr. Mom-

peffon's door : but he lying ftill, it went up an

other pair of ſtairs to his man's chamber, to whom

it appeared ftanding at his bed's feet ; the exact

fhape and proportion he could not diſcern , but ſaid,

he faw a great body, with two red and glaring eyes,

which, for fome time, were fixed ſteadily upon him,

and at length diſappeared.

Another night, ftrangers being prefent, it pur-

red in the children's bed like a cat, at which time

alſo the cloaths and children were lifted up from

the bed, and fix men could not keep them down ;

hereupon they removed the children, intending to
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have ripped up the bed ; but they were no fooner

laid in another, but the fecond bed was more

troubled than the firft. It continued thus four

It

hours, and fo beat the children's legs againſt the

bed-pofts, that they were forced to arife, and fit

up all night. After this it would empty chamber-

pots into their beds, and firew them with ashes,

though they were ever fo carefully watched.

put a pike-iron into Mr. Mompeffon's bed, and into

his mother's a naked knife upright. It would fill

porringers with afhes, throw every thing about, and

continue making a noife all day.

About the beginning of April, 1663 , a gentle-

man that lay in the houſe had all his money turn-

ed black in his pocket : and Mr. Mompeffon com- f

ing one day to his flable found the horfe he ufed to ,

ride with one of his hinder legs in his mouth, and

fo faftened there, that it was difficult for feveral

men to get it out withaleaver. After this there were

fome other remarkable things , but my account goes

no further; only that Mr. Mompeffon writ me

word, that afterwards the houſe was feveral nights.

befet with feven or eight inthe fhape of men; who,

as foon as a gun was difcharged, would fhuffle a-

way together into an harbour.

Thedrummerwas tried at the affize at Salisbury

on this occafion . He was committed firft to Glou-

ceſter goal for ſtealing : and a Wiltſhire man com-

ing to fee him, he asked him what news in Wilt

fhire? The vifitant faid, he knew of none. No!

faid the drummer; Do you not hear of the drum-

ming at a gentleman's houfe at Tedworth? That. I

do enough, faid the other, I quoth the drummer,

B
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I have plagued him (or to that purpoſe) and he

fhall never be quiet till he hath made me fatisfac-

tion for taking my drum. Upon information of this

the fellow was tried for a warlock at Sarum, and all

the main circumftances I have related were ſworn in

court by the minifter of the parish, and divers o-

thers of the moſt intelligent and ſubſtantial inhabi-

tants, who had been eye and ear witneſſes of them,

time after time for divers years together.

The fellowwas condemned to tranſportation , and

accordingly fent away ; but I know not how (it is

faid, by railing ftorms, and affrighting the feamen)

he made fhift to come back again ; and it is ob-

fervable, that during the time of his reſtraint and

abfence, the houfe was quiet ; but as foon as ever

he came back at liberty, the diſturbance reaffumed..

He had been a foldier underCromwell, and uſed to

talk much of gallant books he had of an old fellow

who was accounted a wizard. Upon this circum-

ftance I fhall here add a ftory ; which relation,

though feemingly on other matters, yet relates tothe

main purpoſe.

Mr. Hill, the gentleman who was with me at

the houſe, being in company with one Compton,

of Somerſetſhire, who practifed phyfic, and pretends:

to ftrange matters, related to him this ſtory of Mr.

Mompeffon's difturbance. The doctor told him,

he was fure it was nothing but a rendezvous of

witches, for an hundred pounds he would under-

take to rid the houſe of all difturbances. In this

diſcourſe he talked of many high things, and hav-

ing drawn my friend into another room privately,

f̀aid, he would make him fenfible he could do fome-
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thing more than ordinary; and afked him , Who he

defired to fee. Mr. Hill had no great confidence

in his talk, but yet being earneſtly preffed to name

fome one, he faid, He defired to fee no one ſo much

as his wife, ( who was then many miles diftant from

them) at her home. Upon this Compton took up

a looking glafs that was in the room, and fetting it

down again, bid him look in it; he did fo, and

there he folemnly and feriously profefleth he faw

the exact image of his wife in that habit which fhe

then wore, and working at her needle in fuch a

part of the room (there reprefented alfo ) in which,

and about which time fhe really was, as he found,

upon enquiry, when he came home : This he aver-

ed to me, and he is a very fober, intelligent, and

credible perfon. Compton had no knowledge of

him before, and was an utter ftranger to the perfon

of his wife, and was accounted by all a very odd

perfon.

Tothe above relation we ſhall fubjoin the copies

of two letters wrote by Mr. Mompeffon ; the one

to Mr. Glanville ; the other to Mr. Collins , in

confirmation of the premifes . That to Mr. Glan-

ville was thus :

66

66

WORTHY SIR,

MⓇ

the

Eeting with Dr. Pierce accidentally at Sir

Robert Burton's, he acquainted me with.

" fomething that paffed between my Lord R

" and yourfelf, about my trouble,&c. to which hav

* ing but little leifure, I do give you this account ;

" that I have been very often of late afked the que.

" ition, whether I have not confeffed to his maje-

B 2
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" fty, or any other, a cheat difcovered about that

" affair ; to which I gave, and fhall to my dying

" day, givethe fame anſwer ; that I muſt belie my-

" felf alſo, to acknowledge a cheat in a thing where

" I am fure there was none, nor could be any; as

" I, the minifter of the place, and two other honeft

" gentlemen depofed at the affizes, upon my mif-

" pleading the drummer : ifthe world will not be-

lieve it, it fhall be indifferent to me, praying

" God to keep me from the fame, or the like af-

" fliction . And though I am fure this moſt dam-

" nable lie do pafs for current among fome fort of

" people in the world, invented only, I think, tofup-

" prefs the being of either God or devil ; yet I que-

" ftion not but the thing obtains credit enough a-

" mong thoſe whom I defire fhould entertain a

" more charitable opinion of me, than to be any

66
way a devife of it only to be talked of in the

" world, to my own diſadvantage and reproach, of

" which fort I reckon you one, and reft in hafte,

SIR,

Your obliged humble fervant,

TEDWORTH, Jo . MOMPESSON.

Nov. 8, 1672.

The letter to Mr. Collins was in theſe terms:

I

SIR, 9

Received yours, and had given you an earlier

anſwer had not I been prevented by fome
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journeys : I now have given you this ; that

as to any additional part of the ftory, I fhall not

" trouble you at prefent, not knowing what is al-

ready published, or omitted, in regard I have not

66

any of Mr. Glanville's books by me ; I never

" had but one, which was the laft year borrowed

" of me for the ufe of Lord Hollis, and is not yet

" returned : but as to the buſineſs of the affizes

" (which is likely to work moſt on the public) be.

" cauſe the evidence was given on oath, I fhall

" here enlarge it to you.

" When the drummer was efcaped from his ex-

" ile, which he was fentenced to at Gloucefter for

" felony, I took him up, and procured his com-

" mitment to Saliſbury jail, where I indicted him

" as a felon for this fuppofed witchcraft about my

" houfe. When the fellow faw me in earneft, he

" fent to me from the prifon; that he was very for-

ry for my affliction ; and if I would procure him

" leave to come to my houfe, in the nature of a

" harveſt man, he did not queftion but he ſhould

" do me good as to that affair : to which I fent an-

" fwer, I knew he could do me no good in any ho-

“ neſt way, and therefore rejected it : The affize

ny.

came on, where I indicted him on the ftatute

"primo Jacobi, Cap . 12 , where you may find , that

" to feed, employ, or reward any evil fpirit is felo-

And the indictment against him was, that

" he did, quendum malumſpiritum negotrare. The

" grand jury found the bill upon the evidence, but

" the petty jury acquitted him , but not without

" fome difficulty. The evidence, upon oath, were

" myſelf, one Mr. William Mafon, one Mr. Robert

B 3
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" Dowfe, all yet living, and, I think, ofas good re-

66
pute as any in this county; and one Mr. John'

" Craig, then miniſter ofthe place, but fince dead,

" We all depoſed things that were impoffible to be

" done by any natural agents ; as the motion of

" chairs, ftools and bedſteads, nobody being near

" them, the beating of drums in the air over the

" houfe, in clear nights, and nothing visible : the

" fhaking of the floor and strongest part of the

" houſe in ſtill and calm nights, with ſeveral other

" things of the like nature, and that by other evi .

" vidence was applied to him .

" For fome going out of theſe parts to Glouce

fter, whilft he was there in priſon , and viſiting

" him , he asked them what news in Wilts, to

σε which they replied, they knew none.
No!fays

" the drummer, Did you not hear of a gentleman's

" houfe that was troubled with a beating of drums?

" They told him again, if that were news they

" heard enough of that. Ay, fays the drummer,

" it was becauſe he took my drum from me; ifhe

" had not taken away my drum, that trouble had

66 never befallen him, and he ſhall never have his

" quiet again till I have my drum, or fatisfaction

" from him .

،،

" This was depoſed by one Thomas Avis, fer-

" vant to one Mr. Thomas Sadler, of NorthWilts ;

and theſe words had like to have coft the drum-

mer his life. For elfe, although the thing was

" ever fo true, it could not be rightly applied to

" him more than to any other. I fhall only add,

" the before-mentioned witneffes were neighbours,

" and depofed, that they heard and faw theſe things
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" almost every day or night, for many months to-

gether; as to the fculpture you intend, you beft

underſtand the advantage, I think it needlefs ;

" and thofe words, You fball have drumming, e-

" nough, is more than I heard him ſpeak, I reft

Your loving friend,

Jo. MOMPESSON,

A wonderfulDifcovery of Murder byan Apparition.

A

BOUT the year of our Lord 1632, near

unto Cheſter in the Street, there lived one

Walker, a yeoman of good eſtate, and a widower,

who had a woman called Anna Walker, to his kinf-

woman, that kept his houfe, who was bythe neigh-

boursfufpectedtobe with child, and was towards the

dark ofthe evening one night fent away with Mark

Sharp, who was a collier, or one that digged coals

under ground, and who had been born in Black-

burn hundred in Lancashire, and fo fhe was not

heard of, for a long time, and little or no noiſe

was made about her. Inthe winter time, oneJames.

Graham, being a miller, and living two miles from

the place whereWalker lived, was one night alone

very late in the mill grinding corn, and as about

twelve or one o'clock at night he came down the

ftairs, from having been putting corn in the hop-

per, the mill doors being fhut, there ftood a wo-

man upon the midst of the floor, with her hair as

B, 4
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bout her head hanging down all bloody, with five

large wounds on her head. He being much af-

frighted and amazed, began to bless himſelf, and

at laſt aſked her, Who the was, and what the want-

ed? To whom the anſwered, " I am the fpirit of

“ fuch a woman, who lived with Walker, and be-

4

ing got with child by him, he promiſed to ſend

" meto a private place, where I fhould be well

“ lookt to, until I was brought to bed, and well

" recovered, and then I thould come home again,

" and keep his houfe. And accordingly, (faid the

" apparition) I was one night late fent away with

" one Mark Sharp, who upon a moor ( naming a

" place which the miller knew) flew me with a

“ pick, fuch as men dig coals withal, and gave me

" thefe five wounds, and after threw my body into

❝ a coal-pit hard by, and hid the pick under a bank;

" and his fhoes and ftockings being bloody, he en-

" deavoured to wash them, but feeing the blood

" would not wash out, he hid them there." And

the apparition further told the miller, " That

" he muſt be the man to reveal it, or elſe that ſhe

" muſt ſtill appear and haunt him.” The miller

returned home, very fad and heavy, and ſpoke not

one word of what he had feen, but fhunned as

much as he could to ftay in the mill after night

without company, thinking thereby to eſcape the

feeing again that frightful apparition .

But notwithstanding, one night when it began

to be dark, the apparition met him again, and feem-

ed very fierce and cruel, and threatened him, that

if he did not reveal the murder, fhe would conti-

nually purfue and haunt him . Yet for all this, be



AND HIGHLAND SEERS. 33.

1

1

t

0
།།

concealed it, until fome few nights before Chrift-

mas, when being foon after fun-fet walking in his

garden, the appeared again, and then fo threatened

him, and affrighted him, that he faithfully promif-

ed to reveal it the next morning, i

cdIn the morning he went to a magiftrate, and

made the whole matter known , with all the cir

cumftances. And diligent fearch being made, the

body was found in a coal - pit, with five wounds in

the head, and the pick and fhoes and ftockings

yet bloody, in every circumftance, as the appari-

tion had related to the miller. WhereuponWal

ker and Sharp were both apprehended, but would

confefs nothing. At the affizes following, viz.

at Durham, they were arraigned, found guilty,

condemned, and executed, but would never con-

fefs the fact.

f

t

B: 5.
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QOD 0000 CODE odoc.

The Appearance of the Ghaft of Mrs. Bretton, for

the Recovery of fome Lauds to the Poor in a

Narrative fent to Dr. More, from Edward Fow.

ler, Prebendary of Gloucester, and afterwards

Bishop of that Dioceſe..

D

R. Bretton, late rector of Ludgate and Dept.

ford, lived formerly in Herefordſhire, and

was married to the daughter of Dr. S. This

gentleman was a perfon of extraordinary piety, as

the expreffed , as in her life, fo at her death; the

had a maid for whom fhe had a great kindness, who

was married to a near neighbour, whose name was

Alice : not long after her death, as Alice was

rocking her infant in the night, fhe was called from

her cradle by a knocking at her door, which open-

ing, ſhe was ſurpriſed at the fight of a gentlewo

man, not to be diftinguished from her late miſtreſs,

neither in perfon nor habit; fhe was in a morning

gown, the fame in her appearance with that ſhe had

often feen her miftrefs wear : at firft fight fhe ex-

preffed very great amazement, and faid, Were not

my mistress dead, I fhould not queftion but that you

are fhe. She replied, I am the fame that was your

miſtreſs, and took her by the hand, which Alice af-

firmed was as cold as a clod : fhe added, that ſhe

had bufinefs of great importance to employ her in,

and that the muft immediately go a little way with

her: Alice trembled, and befought her to excuſe

her, and entreated her very importunely to go to
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her mafter, who must needs be more fit to be em-

ployed; the fpectre anfwered, that he who was her

huſband was not at all concerned, but yet ſhe had

a defire rather to make uſe of him, and in order

thereto, had feveral times been in his chamber, but

he was ftill aſleep, nor had the power to do more

than once uncover his feet towards the awakening

him ; and the doctor faid he had heard walking in

his chamber in the night ; which, till now, he could

not account for . Alice next objected, that her

huſband was gone a journey, and the had no one

to look to her child, and that it was very apt to cry

vehemently, and the feared if it awaked before her

return, it would cry itfelf to death, or do itſelf a

mifchief; the fpectre replied, The child fhall fleep

till her return .

1

Alice feeing there was no avoiding of it, forely

against her will , followed her over a ftile into alarge

field, who then faid to her, obſerve how much of

this field I meaſure with my feet ; and when he had

taken a good large leifarely compafs, fhe faid, all this

belongs to the poor, it being gotten from them by

wrongfulmeans; and charged her to goand tell her

brother, whofe it was at that time, that he

fhould give it up to the poor again forthwith,, as

he loved her and his dear aged mother: this bro-

ther was not the perſon who did this unjuſt act, but

his father, he added, that he was the more con-

cerned, becauſe her name was made uſe of in fome

writing that related to this land: Alice afked her

how the fhould fatisfy her brother that this was no

cheat or delufion of her fancy? the replied, tell

him this fecret , which he knows that only himſelf

B. 6.
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-and Iare privy to, and he will believe you. Alice

having promiſed her to go on this errand, the pro

ceeded to give her good advice, and entertained

her all the rest of the night with heavenly and di

vine difcourfe. When twilight appeared they

heard the whispering of carters, and the noife of

horfe,bells, whereupon the fpectre faid, Alice, I

muſt be ſeen by none but yourſelf, and fo the dif.

appeared..

Immediately Alice makes all hafte home,

being thoughtful for her child, but found it was as

the ſpectre had faid afleep, as the left it. When

fhe had dreffed it, and committed it to the care of

a neighbour, away he went to her mafter the doc

tor, who, amazed at the account fhe gave him, fent

her to his brother-in-law: he at first hearing A

lice's ftory and meffage, laughed at it heartily, but

fhe had no fooner told him the fecret, but he chan

ged his countenance, told her he would give the

poor their own, and accordingly did fo, and they

now enjoy it.

This, with more circumftances had been ſeveral

times related by Dr. Bretton himſelf, who was well

known to be a perfon of great goodneſs and fince

rity; he gave a large narrative of this apparition of

his wife totwo of my friends, firft to one Mr. Need-

ham, and afterwards, a little before his death, to

Dr. Whichcot. About four years afterwards I re-

ceived the foregoing narrative, I fell into company

with three fober perſons of good rank, who all dive

ed in the city of Hereford, and I travelled in a ftages ar

coach three days with them : I related this ftory,

but told it as done at Deptford, for fo I prefumed
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it was, becauſe I knew that there Dr. Bretton liv-

ed: they told me as foon as I had concluded it,"

that the ftory was very true in the main, but only

I was out as to the place, for it was not at Dept-

ford; but as I remember they told me at Pem-

bridge, near Hereford, where the doctor was mi-

nifter, before the return of the king; and they af-

fured me, upon their own knowledge, that to that

day the poor enjoyed the piece of ground : they

added, that Mrs. Bretton's father could never en-

dure to hear any thing of his daughter's appearing.

after death; but would ftill reply, that it was not

his daughter, but the devil, fo that he acknowled-

ged fomething appeared in the likeness of his

daughter.

*

This is attefted by me, 16th February 1681 , Ed-

ward Fowler.

A remarkable Story of difcovered Witchcraft at ›

Lauder, Anno 1649. And of the Wiles which

the Devil ufed in deceiving poor Creatures.

N the beginning of the year 1649, a common

INreport paffing up and down in all men and wo.

men's mouths, of an eminent warlock, whofe name

was Robert Grieve, Alias Hob Grieve, trafficking

in thefe parts of the country, and deceiving many

fimple people. He was at laft difcoveredy appre

hended, and imprifoned at the town of Lauder;

and after long fhiftings and denial, wherein he had

learned of his hellish mafter to be molt fubtle, by
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the great goodneſs of God, he was at length brought

to a ſerious acknowledgment of his guilt, and con⚫

feffion of his being the devil's officer in that coun-

try, for warning all Satan's vaffals to come to the

meetings where, and whenfoever the devil requir

ed, for the fpace of eighteen years and more. He

acknowledged alfo, that his wife (who, twenty

years, or thereabout, before was burnt at Lauder)

was the occafion of his coming into that fnare;

for they being poor, and having little or nothing

to live upon, he began to grudge under that con-

dition, and to complain of his lot ; which his wife

perceiving, defired him not to be troubled, but

fhewed him, that ifhewould follow her counſel, ſhe

fhould acquaint him with a gentleman who would

teach him a way how to become rich . To which

motion he hearkened, and at her defire went down

to a haugh on Gallawater, near to the Stow, where

ſhe wasto meet the gentleman ; and when they had

come to that place, and tarried a confiderable ſpace,

feeing nobody, he began to weary, and tell her, that

he would be gone; but the prefled him to stay,

and affured him, that the gentleman would not

fail her. At last there came a great maftiff big-

ger than any butcher's dog, and very black, run-

ning upon him, ' which put him into fuch a confu-

fion, and aftonishment of fpirit, as that he knew not

where he was ; but his wife laboured to comfort

him under that confternation, affuring him, that

the gentleman would come prefently and perform

what he had promiſed him.

And accordingly in a fhort ſpace the devil ap-

peared in the fhape of a black man, and fitting his
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difcourfe to the man's temptation, made many pro,

miles to him, that if he would become his fervant

and obey him, he would teach him ways how to

be rich, and how to be much made of in all the

country; unto which demand ofthe devil heacknow-

ledged, that he confented to, notfomuch foranyhopes

of future riches, as for fear left he should be devour-

ed by him, (for he fufpected in the very mean time

it was the devil ) and then he gave him that charge

to be his officer to warn all to the meetings,

(as was faid before) in which charge he continued

forthe ſpace of eighteen years and more, until he

was apprehended. He was moſt ingenuous in his

confefſion, an evidence whereof was this , " That

there was neither man nor woman delated him, bat

were all confeffors when apprehended, and confron-

ted with him, and died confeffing." One inftance

whereof is remarkable, and worthy of obfervation ,

which is this. After he had delated many, and as

many ofthoſe were apprehended as the prifon could

conveniently contain, and the keepers attend, he

gave up another woman in the town of Lauder,

whofe name the magiftrates refolved to conceal for

a time, till the prifon fhould be emptied of fome of

of thoſe who were already apprehended , and had

confeffed; and accordingly fecrecy was engaged

unto. But. the devil came that fame night unto

her, and told her, " That Hob Grieve had blamed

her for a witch ; but affured her, that if he would

rife up and go and challenge him for it, and never

come away till he and the were confronted, that

then he would deny it." Whereupon the arofe and

came to the prifon window, and railed upon Hob
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Grieve, calling him warlock, and flave to the de

vil, and all evils which her mouth could utter; and

when defired to get home by the centinels, and abo

fo bythe magiftrates, the fat down upon the toli

booth - ftair, and faid , " She fhould never go to her)

houfe till the and that flave of the devil were cond

fronted," Whereupon the bailie came to the

preacher, defiring him to come and fpeakto her, tot

defire her to go home, for there was none accufing

her, who accordingly came, and entreated her to

go home; but the obftinately refuſing to go, till fhe

fhould be confronted with that rafeal, who had de

lated her an honeft woman, for a witch. The

bailie was conftrained to her defire. Whereupon

many being prefent as witneffes, the was conveyed

up to the prifon, to the room where Hob Grieve

And as foon as he was come in fight, the

fell down upon her bare knees, and began to fcold.

the man, and accufe him of a lie, in fpeaking of her

Says he," Thou common thief, how dare

thou for thy foul fay, that ever before this time,

thou faw me or I faw thee, or ever wasinthy com-

pany either alone or with others?" All which lan-

guage he heard very patiently, till he was defired-

by the bailie to fpeak. Whereupon he aſked her,

how she came to know, that he had delated her for

a witch ? For (fays he) furely none but the devil ,

thy old mafter and mine, has told thee fo much .

She replied, " The devil and thou perish together,

for he is not my mafter, though he be thine . I'défý

the devil and all his works ." Whereupon he fays

to her, What needs all this din ? Does thou not

know, that thefe many years I have come to thy

was.
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houſe, and warned thee to meetings ? and thou and

Ihavegonealong together?" And thereafter he con-

defcended toherupon feveral places, and actions done

in thefe places byherand others ; " to all which, Iam,

(faid che) a witnefs." By this fhe was fo confoun-

ded that immediately in preſence of the bailie, the

preacher, the ſchoolmafter, and many witneffes,

The cried out, " Oh now (fays fhe) I perceive that

the devil is a liar, and a murderer from the begin-

ing ; for this night he came to me, and bid me

come and abufe thee, and never come away till I

was confronted with thee, and he affured me that

thou would deny all, and fay, thou falfe tongue

thou lied." And having faid this, the with many

tears confeffed, that it was all truth he had faid,

and prayedthe minifter, that he would entreat God

for her poor foul, that the might be delivered out

of the hands of the devil . Under this confeffion the

continued even unto the day of her death .

Another evidence of ingenuity in him was this,

that after five or fix men and women whom he had

delated, were alfo convinced, and had confeffed

their witchcraft, he earneftly defired, " That he

and them might be taken to the church on the

Lord's day, to hear the word of God ," which be

ing granted, and they conveyed with a guard to

the church, all of them fat down together before

the pulpit. The preacher lectured on thefe words,

Mark ix. 24. And oft time it hath caft him'

into the fire, and into the water to deftroy him, &c.

The father ofthe lunatic child complained to Chrift,

of the devil's cruelty towards his ſon” And the

preacher briefly noted that obfervation from the

4
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words, " That whateverthe devil did to fuch, as he

had gotten any power over, his aim and end was

always to deſtroy the poor creature, both ſoul and

body." This truth being ſeriouſly applied, and

fpoken home by the preacher to the faid Hob

Grieve, and the rest of the confefſing witches and

warlocks, they were all immediately fo confoun

ded, that all of them cried out with a dreadful and

lamentable noiſe, "Alas ! that is a moft fure truth;

Oh, what will become of us, poor wretches? Oh,

pray for us." But Hob Grieve eſpecially bare

witness to that fad truth, by a general declaration,

in the face ofthe congregation, that he had expe

rience of the truth thereof. " For (faid he) there

is no trufting to his promifes ; for in Muffelburgh,

water when I had a heavy criel upon my back, he

thought to have drownedmethere ; andfince Icame

into prifon, he did caft me into the fire to

deftroy me, as is well known to the preſent preach-

er, and magiſtrates of the place and many others ;

and concluded with an exhortation to all , to beware

of the devil : " For whatever he faith or doth, his

purpoſe is to deftroy you, and that you will find to

be the end of his work, as we know to cur doleful

experience this day." Another evidence of the

devil's art in fudying the deftruction of the poor

creatures, was manifeft, in that fame place, and year

1649. A certain woman in the town of Lauder

was blamed (not by Hob Grieve, but by fome other)

and the for a longtime denied. The magiftrates of

the place for this caufe were loath to meddle with

her, but adjudged to death all the reft , who had

confeffed; and ordained them to be burnt upon the
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Monday after the hearing of this, and that ſhe a-

lone was to remain in priſon, without hopes of ef-

cape, was prompted by the devil to make up fuch a

confeflion in her own bofom, as the fuppofed might

take away her life, and thereupon fent for the mi-

nifter, and made that confeſſion of witchcraft which

ſhe herſelf had patched up, before witneſſes, and in

the cloſe ſhe earnestly entreated the magiſtrates, and

minifters, " That the might be burnt with the reft

upon Monday next ." Her confeffion was, " That

21 fhe had covenanted with the devil, and had become

his fervant about twenty years before, when ſhe was

but a young lafs, and that he kiffed her, and gave

hera name, but fince he had never owned her, and

that the knew no more of the works of the devil, as

the ſhould answerto God, but what fhe faid was true."

But intelligent perfons began to be jealous of the

1 truth of that confeffion , and began to ſuſpect that

out of the pride of her heart, in a defperate way,

ſhe had made up that confeffion to deftroy her life,

becauſe the ftill preffed to be cut off with the reft

on Monday . Therefore much pains was taken on

her by miniſters and others on Saturday, Sunday

and Monday morning, that he might refile from

that confeffion, which was fufpected to be but a

temptation ofthe devil, to deftroy both her foul and

body, yea, it was charged home upon her by the

miniſters, that there was juſt ground of jealoufy,

that her confeffion was not fincere, and he was

charged before the Lord to declare the truth and

not to take her blood upon her own head. Yet

ftiffly the adhered to what the had faid, and cried

always to be put away with the reft. Whereupon
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on Monday morning, being called before the jud

ges, and confeffing before them, what the faid, fhe

was found guilty, and condemned to die with the

reſt that fame day. Being carried forth to the place

of execution, the remained filent, during the firſt,

fecond and third prayers, and then perceiving that

there remained no more, but to rife and go to the

ſtake, ſhe lift up her body, and with a loud voice,

cried out, " Now all you that fee me this day,

know that I am now to die as a witch by my own

confeffion, and I free all men, eſpecially the minif-

ters and magiftrates of the guilt of my blood. I

take it wholly upon myself, my blood be upon my

own head. And as I muft make anfwer to the God

of heaven preſently, I declaré , I am as free of witch-

craft as any child : but being delated by a malici-

ous woman, and put in prifon under the name of

a witch, difowned bymy huſband and friends, and

feeing no ground of hope of my coming out of pri-

fon, or ever coming in credit again, through the

temptation ofthe devil I made up that confeffion ,

on purpoſe to deftroy my own life, being weary of

it, and chufing rather to die than live, and fo died."

Which lamentable ſtory, as it did then aſtoniſh all

the fpectators, none of which could reſtrain them-

felves from tears , fo it may be to all a demonftration

of Satan's fubtilty, whofe defign is ftill to deſtroy

all, partly by tempting many to prefumption, and

fomeothers to defpair. Theſethings to be of truth,

are attefted by an eye and ear witnefs, a faithful

minifter ofthe gospel, who died not long fince.
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Account of Rebecca Jones, a Witch.

2018/01

N the year 1645, one Rebecca Jones, being fuf-

Harbottle Grimftone, and Sir Thomas Bows, jufti-

ces of the peace for Effex, to whom the voluntarily

confeffed, " That about twenty- five years before,

living with one John Bishop in that county, there

came one morning to the door a very handfome

young man, as fhe then thought, but now fhe thinks

it was the devil, who afked her how the did, and

defired to fee her left wrift, and then he took a pin

from her fleeve, and pricked it twice, and there

came out a drop of blood, which he took upon his.

finger and departed, and going a while after to St.

Ofyths, the met a man in a ragged fuit, with fuch

great eyes, as much affrighted her, who came to her,

and gave her three things like to moles, having

four feet a-piece, but no tails, and black, and bid

her nurſe them till he defired them again." She

afked what the muft give them; he anſwered milk,

and that they would not hurt her, but would avenge

her on

her enemies, and bid her murder fome, but

not too many, and he would forgive her, and then.

went away; after which the faid, " She fent one of

thefe imps to kill a fow of one Benjamin Hows,

which was done accordingly: fhe then with one.

Joyce Boanes, did fend each ofthem an imp to kill.

one Thomas Brunſtead of St. Ofyths, who died a-

bout three weeks after, and the believes the two-
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imps killed him ;" fhe confeft likewife that the

fent another of theſe imps to Brunftead's houſe to

kill his wife, and that the reafon of her offence a

gainst them, was becauſe they beat a fon ofhers up-

on a ſmall occafion ; for theſe and other villanies

this woman was arraigned at Chelmsford, and up.

on her own confeffion condemned and hanged.

An Apparition to King James the fourth, and his

Courtiers, in the Kirk of Linlithgow .

W

HILE the king ftayed at Linlithgow, at-

tendingthe gathering of his army, which

was defeated at Floudon, being full of cares and

perplexity, he went into the church of faint Mi-

chael, to hear evening fong, as then it was called.

While he was at his devotion, an ancient man came

in, his amber coloured hair hanging down about

his fhoulders, his forehead high, and inclining to

baldnefs, his garments of azure colour, fomewhat

long, girded about with a towel, or table napkin,

of a comely and very reverend afpect . Having

enquired for the king, he intruded himſelfinto the

prefs, paffing through, till he came to him, with

a clownish fimplicity, leaning over the canons -feat,

where the king fat, " Sir (faid he) I am fent hi-

ther to entreat you to delay your expedition for

this time, and proceed no farther in your intended

journey: for if you do, you fhall not profper in

your enterprife, nor any of your followers. I am

further charged to warn you, not to use the acquain-
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tance, company, or counfel of women, as you ten-

der your honour, life, and eſtate." After this

warning he withdrew himſelf back again into the

prefs . When fervice was ended, the king enquir

ed earnestly for him, but he could be no where

found, neithercould any of theby- ftanders ( of whom

divers did narrowly obferve him, refolving after-

wards to have difcourfed with him) feel or per-

ceive how, when or where he paffed from them,

having in a manner vanished in their hands.

<&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*8* 8*&* & *&*&*

Of one who had like to have been carried away by

A

Spirits.

GENTLEMAN in Ireland, near to the

Earl of Orrery's feat, fending his butler one

afternoon to buy cards , as he paffed a field, to his

wonder, he efpied a company of people fitting

round a table, with a great deal of good chear be-

fore them , in the midft of the field ; and he going

up towards them, they all rofe and faluted him ,

and defired him to fit down amongst them, but

one ofthem whispered thefe words in his ear, (do

nothing this company invites you to). He there .

fore refuſed to fit down at the table, and immedi-

ately the table and all that belonged to it were

gone, and the company began with dancing and

playing upon mufical inftruments ; and the butler

being defired to join himſelf with them : on his re-

fufing this alfo, they all fell to work, and he not

being to be prevailed with to accompany them in-
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working any more than in feafting or dancing, they

all diſappeared, and the butler was left alone ; but

inſtead of going forward, he returned home as faſt

as he could drive, in a great confternation of mind;

and was no fooner entered his mafter's houfe, but

down he fell, and lay fome time fenfelefs ; but

coming to himſelf again, he related to his maſter

what had happened to him. The night following

there came one of this company to his bedfide, and

tells him, that if he offered to ſtir out of doors the

next day, he would be carried away; hereupon he

kept within, but towards the evening, having need

to make water, he ventured to put one foot over

the threshold, which he had no fooner done, but

they efpied a rope caft about his middle, and the

poor man was hurried away with great fwiftnefs :

they followed after as faſt as they could, but could

not overtake him : at length they eſpied a horſeman

coming towards them, and made figns to him to

ftop the man, whom he fawcoming near him, and

both the ends of the rope, but no body drawing;

when they met, he laid hold of one of the ends of

the rope, and immediately had a ſmart blow given

him over his arm , with the other end, but by this:

means the man was stopped, and the horfeman

brought him back again.

•
The Earl of Orrery having heard of thefe ftrange

paffages, fent to the mafter, defiring him to fend

this man to his houfe, which he accordingly did,

and the morning following, or quickly after, he

told the earl that the fpectre had been with him a-

gain, and affured him , that day he should moft cer-

tainly be carried away, and that no endeavours
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fhould avail to the faving ofhim : upon this he was

kept in a large room, with a confiderable number

of perfons to guard him, among whom was the fa-

mous Mr. Greatrix, who was a neighbour ; there

were befides other perfons of quality, two bishops

in the houſe at the fame time, who were confa ted

touching the making ufe of a medicine, the spectre

or ghoſt preſcribed ( of which more by and by) but

they determined on the negative ; till part of the

afternoon was ſpent all was quiet, but at length he

was perceived to rife from the ground : whereupon

Mr. Greatrix, and another lufly man, clapt their

arms over his fhoulders, one of them before and a-

nother behind, and weighed him down with all

their ftrength, but he was forcibly taken up from

them, and others were too weak to keeptheir hold;

for a confiderable time he was carried into the air

to and fro over their heads, feveral of the company

fill running under him, to prevent his receiving

hurt, if he fhould fall ; at length he fell, and was

caught before he came to the ground, and had by

that means no hurt.

All being quiet till bed-time, my lord ordered

two of his fervants to lie with him ; and the next

morning he told his lordſhip , that his ſpectre was

again with him, and brought him a wooden difh

with grey liquor in it, and bade him drink it off.

At the fift fight of the ſpectre, he faid , he endea-

voured to awake his bed fellows, but it told him,

that that endeavour fhould be fruitlefs, and that he

had no cauſe to fear him, he being his friend, and

he that gavehim the good advice in the field, which

had he not followed , he had been before now per-

C
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fectly in the power of the company he faw there:

The added, that he concluded it was impoffible but

that he ſhould have been carried away the day be-

fore, there being fo ftrong a combination againſt ›

him ; but now he could affure him, that there would

be no more attempts of that nature ; but he being

troubled with two forts of fad fits, he had brought

that liquor to cure him, and bid him drink it : he

peremptorily refuſed it ; the ſpectre was angry, and

upbraided him with difingenuity, but told him,

that however he had a kindneſs for him, and that

if he would take plantain juice, he fhould be well

of one fort of fits , but he ſhould carry the other to

his grave. The poor man having by this time fome-

what recovered himſelf, afked the ſpectre, whether

bythejuice ofplantain , he meant that of the leaves

or roots, it replied , the roots.

Then it asked whether it did not know him ? he

anſwered, I am fuch a one ; the man anſwered, he

hath been long dead; I have been dead, faid the

fpectre or ghoft, feven years, and you know that I

lived a looſe life , and ever fince hath been hurried

up and down in a reſtlefs condition, in the company

you ſaw, and ſhall be to the day ofjudgment : then

he proceeded to tell him, that had he acknowled-

ged God in his ways, he had not ſuffered ſuch fe-

vere things by their means; and farther faid , you

never prayed to God that day before you met that

company in the field, and was then going about an

unlawful bufinefs, and fo vanished.
1

N. B. This ftory was likewife fent from Mr.

Edward Fowler, to Dr. H. More, and confirmed by
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Lord Orrery to Lady Roydon and others , who aſked

him concerning the truth of it.

**********************

Account of an Apparition which appeared to a Ped-

lar, difcovering where an immenfe Sum of Money

was hid.

TH

HERE was a pedlar, as it is generally repor-

ted through, Suffolk, who ufed to travel a-

bout the country with his pack, but kept a cham-

ber or ware-houſe in the market -town for the depo-

fiting and laying up fome goods which he had there,

and which were too many at a time to carry them

all about with him.

It happened that this man having been abroad

late, and coming home with his pack, fat himſelf

down upon a ftile, refting his pack at the fame time.

for his eafe: while he fat here, there came up to

him aghoft, inthe appearance of a woman in a white

throud; the came up to him with a filing coun-

tenance, and when ſhe diſcovered herſelf the ſtep-

ped backward, and holding up a fine white hand,

beckoned to him with a finger to follow her.

The pedlar, frighted as he was, immediately fol-

lowedthe apparition : (whathe did inthe mean time

with his pack, that is a gap in the ſtory, which tra-

dition has not fupplied ; ) the apparition leads him

in this manner, going backward and beckoning with

her hand over two or three fields , till it came to a

particular place ; where there lay a great ſtone, and ·

there giving a flamp with its foot, it vanished .

C 2
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The man takes the hint, marks the ftone, goes

home to carry his pack, as we ought to ſuppoſe, and

comes out the next night with a ſpade and a pick-

axe, and goes to work to dig a great pit in the

earth.

He had not dug far it ſeems, (though the ftory

does not exprefly fay how far) till he found a

large cheft; I fay large, for it could not be a fmall

one, by what you ſhall hear preſently.

He doubled his diligence, when he came to the

cheft, and with great labour at length got it out of

the place ; and we may ſuppoſe was not long before

he found means to fplit it open, in order to ſee the

contents; for he found it very heavy when he la-

boured to get it out.

In a word, he found the cheft full of filver, that

is to fay, full of money; then keeping his own

counfel, he took care to depofit it fo, that by lit-

tle and little, he got the money all fafe home, and

after that carried the cheft home alfo.

What the fum was that he found here, the ftory

is not particular in; but it feems the bulk was fuch,

that the pedlar thought fit to leave off his travelling

about the country as a pedlar, takes a houſe in the

town, furnishes himſelf a fhop, and becomes a fet-

tled inhabitant and fhop-keeper. During his ap

pearing in this figure , it happened that the parish

church being exceeding old and out of repair, the

parishioners, (whether by order of the diocefan up-

on a vifitation, or by the voluntary act and deed of

themſelves the parishioners, I know not) refolved

to repair the church .

In order to furnish the needful fums for this good
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work, they call a veſtry, and propoſe a ſubſcription

of the inhabitants, for fupporting the expence ; the

miniſter and church-wardens go about from houſe

to houſe to ſee what the charitable parishioners.

would contribute, and among the reftthey at length

came to the pedlar's houfe, and he being toldtheir

bufinefs, defires them to walk in.

After fome difcourfe, and perhaps treating his .

neighbours, he asks for their roll or fubfcription

paper, in order to fubfcribe ; looking over the roll,

he fees Sir Thomas- five pounds, another gen-

tleman five pounds, another ten pounds, another

forty fhillings, and fo on : Come, fays he, give a

poor pedlar the pen and ink : will you gentry ſub-

fcribe no more than that ? he then takes the pen,

and fubfcribes five and twenty pounds.

Sometime after this, having occafion to make a

hatch to his fhop-door, as in the country is very

frequent, it happened, that fending for a workman

to make this hatch, and lookingabout among his old

lumber, he found nothing ſo fit as the old cheft:

that the money was found in, and accordingly a

hatch was made of it.

A while after this, as the pedlar was fitting in

his fhop, he obferved an ancient gentleman who liv

ed in the town, and who had the reputation of a.

fcholar, and particularly of a great antiquarian, ſtand

poring very earnestly, with his fpectacles on , upon

his new hatch : this brought the pedlar to the door,

who after waiting a good while to fee what it was

the old gentleman had diſcovered , at laſt aſked him

what it was hefound upon his new hatch that was

worth fo much of his notice .

C 3
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Truly, neighbour, fays the gentleman , what I ob

ſerve is very remarkable, though I cannot tell the

meaning of it ; and I fuppofe it is a character that

you cannot easily read, as well as a language that

you do not probably under and .

The pedlar defired he would read it to him.

Why, fays the gentleman, you do not understand

it when I have read it.

But, Sir, fays the pedlar, can you not tell the

meaning of it in Engliſh ?

Why, fays the old gentleman, it is the old Sax-

on English in the ancient Gothic character, and it

may be read thus,

Wherethis once ftood

Stands another twice as good.

Hum ! fays the pedlar, that is old ſtuff indeed :

what can that fignify ?

Nay, fays the old gentleman, that I do not know,

for who can tell where this ftood ?

Ay, who indeed ? fays the pedlar ! and if they

did, what can it mean ?

They had a little more chat of that kind; but

in fhort, the pedlar got rid of his old gentleman as

foon as he could, and began to ruminate upon the

thing; where this ftood! I muft go and fee, it may

be there is fome more of the fame .

But then he argued, why this is fo many years

ago (fix or feven at leaft, it feems) and if it was a

ghoft or ſpirit that fhewed me the way to it, I

warrant ſhe has thewed fomebody elfe the way to

the reft : indeed I did not deſerve it, that I did
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not look farther when I was at it, to be ſure it is

gone by this time.

Thus he argued himſelf almoft out of the thing

again, till at length he told his wife of it, who it

feems had been in the ſecret before.

Why, you are mad, fays fhe, why do not you go

immediately to the place?

Nay, fays he, I do not know whether 1 can find

it again or no, now.

What, fays his wife, muftthe devil come to fhew

it. you again ? fure you are not fo dull, but you

may find it again?

Well, the man went however ; indeed his wife

drove him out almoft, go, try, fays fhe, you can

but come without it.

He goes, and found the place in general, but

could not difcern the particular fpot, which was

levelled partly by himſelf when he filled up the hole

again, and partly grown up with grafs and weeds;

fo he comes back again, and tells his wife, he could

not punctually find the place, ſo as to be particular

enough to go to work.

Well, fays his wife, go in the night ; I warrant

you the good devil that fhewed you the firft will

put you in fome way to find the reft, if there is any

more..

At length prevailed upon by his wife's impor-

tunity away he went, and I think they fay his wife

went with him; being come to the place the ap-

parition appeared to them again, and fhewed them,

in the fame manner as before, the very fpot ; and

then vaniſhed.

In short, the man went to work, and digging a

C 4
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little deeper than he had done before, he found a-

nother cheft or coffer , bound about with iron , not

fo big as the other, but richer; for as the first was

full of filver, fo this was full of gold .

1

They carried it home with joy enough, as you

may fuppofe, and opening it, found (as above) a

very great treaſure. Fame has not handed down

the fum; but fomething may be gueffed at by the

latter part of the ftory, which is told thus.

It feems that all this while the repair of the

church (mentioned above) went on but flowly ; ac

cording to the old faying , it was church-work; and

a veftry being called, the pedlar, who was pre-

fent among the reft of his neighbours, took oc

cafion to complain, that he thought that bufinefs

was not honeftly managed, that it was indeed like

church-work, carried on heavily.

Some ofthe gentlemen took him up a little, and

told him, he took too much upon him ; that it was

none of his affairs ; that he was not in truft for

the work; that they to whom it was committed

knew their business , and that he ſhould let it alone,

and mind his fhop.

He answered, it was true, that he was not truf-

ted with it, if he had, it fhould have been finished

before now ; and that he had a right to complain,

because he paid to it as well as other people ; ad-

ding, that if they did not diſpatch, he would com-

plain to the bishop, and obtain another viſitation . -

This alarmed the people intruſted , ſo they gave

him good words, and told him, the truth was, the

parish stock was almoſt gone, and that they had not
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money to go on, till the gentlemen would come

into a fecond collection .

Sayyou fo? fays the pedlar ; there may be fome

reafon in that ; you cannot go on indeed without

money; but pray how much do you want?

They told him it would coft near two hundred

pounds moreto finish it, and do but indifferently.

neither; for the roof wanted to be taken off, and

they feared the timber was rotten , and would re-

quire fo much addition , they were afraid to look.

into it.

In a word, he bid the church wardens call a vef-

try upon that particular affair, and he would put

them in a way to finiſh it .

A veftry was called ; the pedlar told them, that

feeing they were poor, and could not raiſe money

to go on with it, they fhould leave it to him, and

he would finish it for them.

Accordingly he took the work upon himſelf,

laid out near a thousand pounds, and almoſt new

built the church ; in memory of which, on the

glafs windows, there ftand the figures of the pedlar

and his pack, and (as the people fancy) there is al-

fo the apparition beckoning to him , to cometothe

place where he dug up the money.

(

C 5
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Account ofMajor Weir and his Sifter.

HIS man, Thomas Weir, was born at Clydf-

THISdale, near to Lanerk, and had been a lieu .

tenant in Ireland long fince. What way he came

to get fome public command in the city of Edin

burgh, in the years 1649 and 50 , I know not;

but it ſeems he has always been called Major

Weir fince that time. Many things might be

narrated of him, which, for brevity's fake, I can-

not meddle with, fince I intend only to fpeak of

his forceries, and other things relating thereunto.

It ſeems he had, before he was burnt, fome charge

over the waiters at the ports ofthe city, being, as

it were, a check to them. Coming one day, as his

cuſtom was, he found fome of them in a cellar,

taking a cup of ale, neglecting their charge. Af-

ter a gentle reproof, one of them replied, That

fome of their number being upon duty, the reft

had retired to drink with their old friend Mr.

Burn. At which he started back, and cafting an

eye upon him, repeated the word Burn four or five

times; and goinghome, he never came abroad after-

wards, till a few weeks after he had difcovered his

impieties. It was obferved by fome, that going to

Liberton fometimes, he fhunned to ftep over

that water-brook, which is ordinarily called Li-

bertonburn, and went about to avoid it, Some

have conjectured, that he had advice to beware of a

burn, or fome other thing, which this equivocal
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word might fignify, as burn in a fire . If fo, he

has foreſeen his day approaching . A year before

hedifcovered himself, he took a forefickneſs ; during

which time he ſpake to all who viſited him like an

angel, and came frequently abroad again.

This man taking fome dreadful tortures of con-

fcience, and the terrors ofthe Almighty being up.

on his fpirit, confeffed to feveral neighbours

in his own houfe, and that most willingly, his

particular fins which he was guilty of, which bred

amazement to all perfons, they coming from a man

offo high repute for religion and piety. He end-

ed with this remarkable expreffion , " Before God,

fays he, I have not told you the hundred part of

what I can fay more, and am guilty of." Thefe ve-

fame abominations he confeffed before the judges

likewife. But after this, he would never, till his

dying hour, confefs any more, which might have

been for the glorifying of God, and the edificati-

on ofothers, but remained ftupid, having no confi-

dence tolookany manin theface, or to open his eyes..

ry

When two ofthe magistrates came to his houfe

in the night-time, to carry him to prifon, they

aſked, if he had any money to fecure ? He anfwer-

ed , None. His fifter faid, there was. Where:

upon to the value of five dollars, in parcels here :

and there, were found in feveral clouts . His fifter

advifed the two magiftrates to fecure his ftaff e-

fpecially; for fhe alfo went to prifon. After he

was fecured in the tolbooth, the bailies returned,

and went into a tavern near to Weir's houfe in the,

Weft-bow, a ftreet fo called there. The money

was put into a bag, and the clouts thrown into the

C. 6.
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fire by the master of the houſe and his wife, which,

after an unuſual manner, made a circling and danc-

ing in the fire. There was another clout found

with fome hard thing in it, which they threw into

the fire likewife ; it being a certain root, which

circled and fparkled like gun-powder, and paffing

from the tunnel of the chimney, it gave a crack

like a little cannon, to the amazement of all that

were prefent.

.

The money aforefaid was taken by one of the

bailies to his own houſe, and laid by in his cloſet.

After family-prayer was ended, he retired to the

fame clofet, (where I have been) during which

time his wife, who is yet living, and the reſt ofthe

family were affrighted with a terrible noife within

the ftudy, like the falling of a houſe, about three

times together. His wife knocking, gave a fear-

ful cry, " My dear, are you alive?" The bailie

came out unafraid, having (as he faid) heard no-

thing; whether he concealed this upon the account

his wife was with child, or otherwife, it cannot be

well known. The money was prefently fent away

toanotherbailie's houfe, agreat diftance from Weir's,

where, as was reported, there was fome difturb-

ance, but in broken expreffions.

During the time of his impriſonment, he was

never willing to be fpoken to ; and when the mi-

nifters ofthe city offered to pray for him, he would

ery out in fury, " Forment me no more,
for I am

tormented already." One minifter aſking him , if

he fhould pray for him? was anfwered, Not at all.

The other replied, in a kind of holy anger, “ Sir,

I will pray for you in fpite of your teeth, and the
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devil your mafter too," and did pray, making him

at leaſt to hear him ; but the other flaring wildly,

was fenfelefs as a brute. Another demanded, if

he thought there was a God? Said the man, I

know not ; that other replied ſmartly, "O man, the

argument that moveth me to think there is a God,

is thyfelf; for what elſe moveththee to inform the

world of thy wicked life ?" But Weiranſwered ,

Let me alone. When he peremptorily forbad

one of his own pariſh-minifters to pray, one de-

manded, if he would have any of the Prefbyterian

perfuafion to pray, he anſwered, " Sir, you are all

alike to me.'" Then faid the minifter to him, I

will pray with you. Do it not, faid the other, up-

on your peril, looking up to the beams of the houſe.

But prayer was offered up fo much the more hear-

tily, becauſe the company about expected fome

vifion. It is obfervable, that in things common he

was pertinent enough ; but when any thing about

Almighty God, and his foul's condition, came a-

bout, he would fhrugg, and rub his coat and breaſt,

faying to them, Torment me not before the time.

When he was at the ftake to be burnt, the city

minifters called to a churchman there looking on,

being one of that perfuafion whereof Weir was

formerly deemed to be, to fpeak to him; but no

fooner he opened his mouth, than he made a fign

with his hand and his head to be filent. When

the rope was about his neck to prepare him for

the fire, he was bid fay, Lord be merciful to me;

but he aufwered, Let me alone , I will not ; I have

lived as a beat , and I muft die as a beaft.

fire being kindled, both he and his ftaff a little af

The
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ter fell into the flames. Whatever incantation was

in his ftaff, is not for me to difcufs. He could

not officiate in any holy duty without this rod in

his hand, and leaning upon it, which made thoſe

who heard him pray admire his fluency in pray-

er. Its falling into the fire with him, let others.

ſearch out the diſparity, minds me of this paffage.

In Zetland a few years ago, a judge having con-

demned an old woman and her daughter, called

Helen Stewart, for witchcraft, fent them to be

burnt. The maid was fo ftupid, that he was

thought to be poffeffed . When ſhe had hung fome

little time on the gibbet, a black pitchy-like ball

foamed out of her mouth ; and after the fire was

kindled, it grew to the bignefs of a walnut, and

then flew up like fquibs into the air, which the

judge yet living attefts. It was taken to be a vifi-

ble fign that the devil was gone out ofher. I fhall

not make application of this as to Major Weir's ſtaff.

I know from good hands, that if this man re-

pented ofany thing in priſon, it was for causing a

poor maid to be ſcourged, who affirmed, the had

feen him commit beastiality going to Newmills to

a folemn meeting. This poor woman lived about

two years after his death, and heard of his fatal

end. His inceft with his own fifter was firft,

when the was a young maid. The place.

where this abominable crime was committed was

curfed : for contrary to nature, it remained al-

ways bare without grafs . A reverend , mini-

fter told me, (I mention this as from myfelf, not

from the author ofthe letter ) that Major Weir con-

feffed fo much to him, and told him, that the place

lies off the road- way between Kirkcaldy and King-
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horn, upon a little hill-fide, which he had the cu-

riqfity to go and fee, and found it fo. This wast

done the matter of fifty years ago . Many other

things he confeffed , which Chriſtian ears ſhould not

be defiled with.

Before I come to his fifter, take this notable re-

mark from two perfons yet alive, dwelling at the

foot of the Weft-bow, at the head whereof dwelt

Major Weir. This gentlewoman, a fubftantial

merchant's wife, was very defirous to hear him

pray, much being ſpoken of his utterance, and for

that end ſpoke to fome of her neighbours, that

when he came to their houfe fhe might be fent

for. This was done, but he could never be per-

fuaded to open his mouth before her, no not to

blefs a cup of ale ; he either remained mute, or up

with his ftaff and away. It troubled her then ; but

I ſuppoſe both her huſband and fhe ſmile at it now.

Some few days before he difcovered himſelf this

gentlewoman coming from the Caftle-hill , where

her huſband's neice was lying in of a child, about

midnight, perceived about the Bow-head three wo-

men in windows fhouting, laughing, and clapping

their hands. The gentlewoman went forward,

till juft at Major Weir's door, there arofe as from

the ſtreet, a woman about the length of two ordina-

ry females, and ftepped forward . The gentlewo-

man, not as yet exceffively feared, bid her maid

ftep on, if bythe lanthorn they could fee what ſhe

was; but hafte what they could, this long-legged

fpectre was ftill before them, moving her body

with a vehement cahination , a great unmeafurable

laughter.
At this rate the two ftrove for place,
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till the giantess came to a narrow lane in the Bow,

commonly called the Stinking clofe, into which the

turning, and the gentlewoman looking after her,

perceived the clofe full of flaming torches, (the

could give them no other name) and as it had

been a great number of people, ftentoriouſly laugh-

ing, and gaping with tahees of laughter. This

fight, at ſo dead a time of the night, no people be

ing in the windows, belonging to the clofe, made

her and her fervant hafte home, declaring all what

they ſaw to the reft ofthe family, but more paſſion-

ately to her huſband . And though fick with fear,

yet the went the next morning with her maid, to-

view the noted places of her former night's walk,

and at the clofe inquired who live there ? It was

answered, Major Weir. The honeft couple now

rejoiced that to Weir's devotion they never faid,

Amen. Thefe, in all probability, have been a

prefage of his approaching death, and ofthe man-

ner of it, links and torches fignifying an honourable

interment, which perhaps has been promifed to

him. There was one minifter in the city that

could never be perfuaded to ſpeak with him in

prifon : but no fooner was he dead, than he went

to the tolbooth, and called for his fifter, who had

fome remorfe, of whom I fhall now fpeak. He

told her, that her brother was burnt, and how he

died, (though he faw him not executed ) as I heard

from himfelf. She believed nothing of it ; but ·

after many atteftations, the afked, where his ftaff

was? for, it feems, the knew that his ftrength and

life lay therein. He told her, it was burnt with

him. Whereupon, notwithstanding of her age, the
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nimbly, and in a furious rage, fell on her knees,

uttering words horrible to be remembered. And

in rifing up, as ſhe was defired, her raging agony

cloſed with theſe words ; O Sir , I know he is with

the devils ; for with them he lived. She entreat

ed that miniſter to affift her, and attend her to her

death, which, at her violent importunity, he yield-

ed unto, though it was not his courfe to wait upon

condemned perfons. What the faid in private to

himfelf, he fays, muft die with him . She avouch-

ed, thatfrom her being fixteen years of age, to her

fiftieth, her brother had the incestuous ufe of her,

and then loathed her for age. She was pretty old

at that time, and he, when he died, was about ſe .

venty. He afked her, if ever fhe was with child

to him ? She declared with great confidence, he

hindered that by means abominable, which the

beginning to relate, the preacher ftopped her.

Some by-ftanders were defirous to hearthe reft; but

fays he, Gentlemen, the fpeculation of this iniqui-

ty is in itſelf to be punished.

In often and returned vifits, fhe was interrogated

if the had any hand in her brother's devilry. She

declared but in a paffive way, and gave this for

an inftance. A fiery chariot or coach, as fhe call-

ed it, coming to his door at broad -day, a ſtranger

invited him and her to go vifit a friend at Dalkeith,

a fmall town about four miles from Edinburgh.

They both entered, and went forward on their vi

fit ; at which time, fays fhe, one came and whif-

pered fomething in his ear which affected him.

They both returned after the fame manner that

they had gone out. And Weir going after to
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make fome vifits, told them he had ftrong appre

henfions, that that day the king's forces were rout-

ed at Worceſter, which within two or three days

was confirmed by the poft. She affirmed,

that none faw the coach but themfelves. The

devil hath wrought far greater farlies in his time

than this.

•

She knew much of the inchanted ſtaff; for by

it he was enabled to pray, to commit filthineſs not

to be named, yea even to reconcile neighbours,

man and wife, when at variance, the oft hid it

from him , and becauſe without it he could do no-

thing, he would threaten and vow to diſcover her

inceft, fearing which, fhe would deliver it as

gain.

Being asked the caufe of her much ſpinning,

which fhe was famous for. She denied any affif

tance from the devil, but found fhe had an extra-

ordinary faculty therein, far above ordinary fpin-

fters ; yet owned, that when she came home, after

her being abroad, fhe found there was more yarn

on her wheel than fhe left ; and that her weaver

could not make cloth thereof, the yarn breaking,

or falling from the loom..

Once there came a. ftranger to her, while fhe

was at her wheel, and propofed a way toherto make

herrich; fortheyboth lived almoft upon alms. The

way was this, Stand up and ſay, all croffes and cares.

go out of this houfe. She anfwered, God forbid

I fay that, but let them be welcome when God

fends them. After two or three vifits more, the

afked this ftranger, where the dwelt ? She replied,

In the Potter-raw, a ftreet in the fuburbs of that
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city ; but finding neither fuch a houſe, nor ſuch a

woman, I judged, faid fhe, it was the devil, one of

my brother's acquaintance ; for I know he had fa-

miliarity with the devil. i

His poverty minds me of a wizard accuſed and

execute in Zetland, before named, for witchcraft,

feveralyearsago, called Luggy to a nick -name, who

being a fiſher, had a trick at any time when hungry

at fea, to caft out his line, and would, out of Nep-

tune's loweft kitchen, bring cleverly up fish well

boiled and roafted ; and his comrades, by a natu-

ral courage, would make a merry meal thereof, not

queſtioning who was cook. He had another piece

of art, at any time of the year, or in great ftorms,

to go up to a hill near his own houſe, whereupon

there was a deep pit, out of which with his lines

he drew up codlings or keiling for his provifion ,

which never man could but himſelf. This hifto-

ry is true, being yet to be ſeen in the criminal

books ofthat country.

She was aſked anent her parents : She was per-

fuaded her mother was a witch; for the fecreteft.

thing that either I myſelf, or any of the family

could do, when once a mark appeared on her brow,.

ſhe could tell it them, though done at a distance ..

Being demanded what fort of a mark it was, the

answered, I have fome fuch like mark myself, when

I pleafe, on my forehead ; whereupon fhe offered

to uncover her head for visible fatisfaction ; the

minifter refuſing to behold it, and forbidding any

diſcovery, was earneftly requeſted by ſome ſpectas

tors, to allow the freedom , and he yielded : the put

back her head-drefs , and feeming to frown, there
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was feen an exact horfe-fhoe fhaped for nails in her

wrinkles, terrible enough, I affure you, to the ftout-

eft beholder.

In the morning before her execution, ſhe told

the minifter, fhe refolved to die with all the fhame

fhe could, to expiate under mercy her fhameful

life ; this he understood to be an ingenuous con-

feffion of her fins, in oppofition to her brother's

deſpair and defperate filence, to which he did en

courage her. At her parting with him, the gave

him hearty thanks for his pains ; and fhaking his

hands, offering to kifs them, the repeated the fame

words which he bade her perform . Afcending up

the ladder, fhe fpoke fomewhat confufedly of her

fins, of her brother and his inchanting ftaff: and

with a ghoftly countenance, beholding a multitude

of fpeclators all wondering, and fome weeping, the

fpake aloud, There are many here this day, won-

dering and greeting for me, but alas, few mourn

for a broken ; at which words many feemed

angry: fome called to her to mind higher con-

cerns ; and I have heard it faid, that the preacher

declared he had much ado to keep a compoſed

countenance. The executioner falling about his

duty, the prepares to die ftark naked ; then, and

not before, were her words relating to fhame un-

derstood; the hang man ftruggled with her to keep

on her cloaths , and the ftruggled with him to have

them off; at laſt he was forced to throw her over

open faced, which afterwards he covered with a

cloth .
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A frange Relation of a Man poffeffed with a

Devil.

N the life of Mr. Richard Rothwell (a famous

preacher at Mansfield, in the county ofNotting-

ham, about the year 1627 ) we have this remarka

ble account, as it was drawn up by Mr. Stanly

Gower of Dorchefter: there was one John Fox,

living about Nottingham, who had no more learn-

ing than enabled him to write and read ; this man

was poffeffed with a devil, who would violently

throw him down, and take away the ufe of every

member of his body, which was changed as black

as pitch, while thofe fits were upon him; and then

fpake with an audible voice within him, which

feemed fometimes to found out of his belly, fome-

times out of his throat, and fometimes out of his

mouth, his lips not moving ; and thus he continu-

edfor aconfiderabletime ; many prayers were put up

to God for him, and great reſort was made to him,

eſpecially by feveral famous minifters ; as Mr.

Barnard of Batcomb, Mr. Langly of Trufwell, and

others, betwixt whom and John Fox there paffed

many papers in writing, he difcovering his temp-

tations, and they writing him anfwers , becauſe he

was ftruck dumb, as you fhall find afterwards.

Among the reft , Mr. Rothwell went to fee him, `

and before he came, the devil told all that were in

the houſe of it, faying, " Yonder comes Rothwell,

" but I will make a fool of him before he goes ;"
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whereupon the people looked out, and faw him

coming about a quarter of a mile from the houfe :

as foon as he entered the room, the devil faid ,

"Now Rothwell is come," and as fome fay added,

" Thou fayeft there is no poffeflion ; what thinkeſt

" thou now? Here is a man opens not his lips,

" and yet he ſpeaks ;" and after a while he faid,

" Say nothing to me of this man, for I tell thee he

"is damned ;" and he added thereto many fearful

blafphemies.

Rothwell. Thou art a liar, and the father of lies;

nor art thou fo well acquainted with the mind of

God concerningthis man,which makes thee thus to

torment him ; therefore I believe thee not : I be

lieve he ſhall be faved by Jeſus Chriſt.

Devil. He is a murderer, and thou knoweſt no

,murderer must come into heaven.

1
Rothwell. Thou lyeft again, for David mur-

dered, and is in heaven ; and the Jews with

wicked hands crucified the Lord of glory, yet

Christ prayed for them : and St. Peter exhorted

them to repentance, that their fins may be blot-

ted out.

Devil. But this man hath not , cannot, fhall not

repent.

Rothwell. If he had not repented, thou wouldst

not have told him fo : but if he have not, I believe

God will give him repentance, and thou shalt not

be able to hinder it.

Devil. Thou art a murderer thyfelf, and yet

talkeft thou thus?

Rothwell. Thou lyeft again ; I have fought the

Lord's battles againſt his known enemies, the ido-
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'latrous and bloody Papifts in Ireland, rebels to

queen Elizabeth my fovereign , by whofe authority

I bore arms against them, otherwife I have killed

no man..

166

Then the devil fwore, and blafphemed, faying,

" Thou didst murder one this day as thou cameft

" hither, and there is one behind thee that will

' juſtify it :" upon which Mr. Rothwell looking

over his fhoulder, the devil fet up an hideous laugh-

fer, that nothing could be heard for a great while,

and then faid, "Look you now, did not I tell you

" I would make Rothwell a fool ? and yet it is

true, thou didst murder one this day ; for as thou

" cameft over fuch a bridge (which he named)

" there I would have killed thee, and there thy

horfe trod upon a fly, and killed it ." It ſeems

Mr. Rothwell's horfe ftumbled at that place, the

devil having power to cauſe it, though without

thurt either to horſe or man.

Mr. Rothwell then faid, " Thou haft often be-

" guiled me, I hope God will in time give me wif-

" dom to diſcern, and power to withſtand all thy

" delufions, and he it is that hath delivered me

out of thy hands, and I doubt not will alfo de-

" liverthis poor man ." The devil then blafphem-

ed fearfully, and quoted many fcriptures out of the

Old and New Teftament, both in Hebrew and

Greek, cavilling and playing the critic therewith,

and backing his allegations with ſayings out ofthe

fathers, and poets in their own language, which he

quoted very readily, fo that the company trembled

to hear fuch things from one that understood no

learning, and neither moved tongue nor lip all the
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while ; but Mr. Rothwell was wonderfully enabled

by divine power to detect the devil's fophiftry;

upon which the devil faid, " Why ftand I talking

" with thee, all,men know that thou art bold Roth-

" well, and thou feareft, no body, nor careft for

" words, therefore I will talk to thee no more."

This name he carried to his grave, for the people

would fay, " This is he whom the devil called Bold

" Rothwell ."

Mr. Rothwell, turning to the people, faid,

" Good people, you ſee the goodneſs of our God,

" and his great power, though the devil made a

"fool ofme even now through, my weakness, God

" hath made the devil dumb. now ; do but obferve

" how the man lies , therefore let us go to prayer,

" and that God who hath made him dumb, will I

doubt not drive him out of this poor man.

The devil hereupon raged , blafphemed , and faid,

" And wilt thou go to prayer ? if thou doft, I will

"make fuch a noife , that thy prayer ſhall be diſtract,

❝ed, and thou knoweft God will not hear a dif

" tracted prayer ; but thou hast got a device, be

" caufe thou wilt not be distracted, thou, fhutteft

" thy eyes in prayer, (for fo he always did) but if

" thou pray, I will pull out thy eyes ."

Rothwell. I look to find thee as great an enemy

in this duty now, as I have done heretofore, but I

fear not thy threats, I know thou art limited, God

heareth the prayers of the upright, and hath pro-

mifed to give his fpirit to fupply infirmities, there

fore, in confidence of his promife, and powerful

affiftance of his fpirit, and in the name and inter

ceffion ofhis Son Jefus Chrift, we will go to pray.
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er and accordingly they did fo, Mr. Rothwell

kneeling by the bedſide where the poor man lay ;

the devil for above a quarter of an hour made à

moft horrible noife : however, Mr. Rothwell's voice

waslouder than his, and a while after the devil roar-

ed even at the face of Mr. Rothwell, wherewith

the body of the man moved, and the hand was

held up, which was the firft time he ftirred ; Mr.

Rothwell took the hand, andheld itdownwithmuh

eaſe, two men being ſcarce able to hold the other

hand; yet prayers were ftill continued, and at

length the devil lay filent in the man, and ſoon af-

ter departed out of him ; the man then fetched fe

veral deep fighs , infomuch that they thought he had

been dying, but his colour fuddenly returned to

him, and the ufe of all his members, fenfes, and

underſtanding, and at the next petition , to the glo.

ry of God, and amazement, but comfort of all the

company, he faid, Amen ; and fo continued to re-

peat Amen to every petition : prayers are hereupon

now turned into thankſgivings, wherewith the com-

pany concluded.

After which, John Fox faid, " Good Mr. Roth-

" well, leave me not, I fhall not live long; for

" the devil tells me he will choak me with the first

" bit of meat that I eat." Mr. Rothwell anſwer-

ed, "Wilt thou believe the devil that feeks thy

" deftruction, before thou wilt trust in God

" through Jefus Chrift, that feeks thy falvation ;

" hath not God by his Almighty power difpoffeffed

" him? hadhe had his will, thouhadft been in hell

" before now: but he is a liar, and as he is not a

" ble to hinder thy foul's life, fo neither shall he

D
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" be able to deftroy the life of thy body, wherefore

" get me fomething," faith he, " ready for him,

" and I will fee him eat before I go, and will beg

a bleffing upon it."

When it was brought, "Eat," faith Mr. Roth.

well, "and fear not the devil," and urged him to

eat, as being a means appointed by God to pre-

ferve life, and quoted the example of Jairus's

daughter, whom our Saviour after he had reſtored

her to life, " Commanded to give her meat." Luke

viii. 5. With much ado, and great trembling, at

laft he took and eat ; " Look you," fays Mr Roth-¨

well, " you all fee that the devil is a liar, the firſt

bit hath not choaked him, nor fhall the reft, "

Mr. Rothwell then left him, after which he was

ftruck dumb for three years together, and continued

tobetempted, though no longer poffeffed. Atlength

by prayer likewiſe, which was inftantly put up to

God for him, his mouth was opened, and his

fpeech reſtored to him at that very inftant, when

a minifter praying for him in the congregation,

where he was preſent, uſed this expreffion, " Lord

open thou his mouth, that his lips may fhewforth

" thy praife;" to which he preſently anſwered,

" Amen," and fo continued to fpeak, and lived

religiouſly and virtuouſly to his dying day.
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The Witch of Ender....

AUL, the first king of Ifrael, being much

SALEdisturbed in mind for fear of the army ofthe

Philiftines, which came againſt him, would by all

means know aforehand the iffue of this doubtful

war: now whereas before, whilft he performed the

duty of a good king, and obeyed the command-

ments of God, he had cleanfed hisrealm of witches

and inchanters; yet he is now fo fenfelefs, as in his

extremity to afk counſel of them, adding this wick-

edneſs to all the rest of his fins, that the meaſure

thereof might be full ; he went therefore to a witch

to know his fate, who caufed a devil to appearto

him in the shape of Samuel, and foretel him of

God's just judgment upon him in the final ruin and

deftruction of himſelf and his family.

Afurprising Vision of a young Gentleman .

A

Young gentleman of good birth and fortune,

in the beginning of the late war with France,

had a great inclination to fee the world, as he call-

ed it, and refolved to go into the army ; his father

was dead, and had left him a good eftate, befides

his mother's jointure, which at her death would

fall to him ofcourſe.

His mother carneftly intreated him not to go in-

D 2
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to the army, but perfuaded him rather to travel,

that fo he might fee the world, as the faid, without

feeling the calamities of the war, and without ha-

zarding his life..

He told her, travelling indeed in time of peace

was all a gentleman could do, and was at beſt very

expensive ; but that now was the time a man might

fee the world at the expence of the public, and

perhaps might make his fortune too.

His mother reprefented to him the danger of

his life, and bade him confider how many gentle-

men went into the army, and of them, how few

had lived to come home again, much lefs to rife to

any degree of preferment. 1 DOUGLA

He made light of that, and told his mother,

that if he happened to be knocked on the head,

there was an end of him, and he was provided

for.

*

Well, fon, fays the old lady, I am obliged to fub-

mit to it, you are your own mafter; I can but in-

treat you not to go, you have eſtate enough to

make you eafy; therefore have no need to runthe

risk.

He flighted all her intreaties ; and at length

mortgaged part of the eftate to purchaſe a company

in the firſt regiment of guards, and entered into the

army.

The night before he figned the agreement for

the company, being in bed and faft afleep, he faw

in a dream his father come to him in his gown,

and with a great fur cap on, fuch as he uſed to wear;

and called him by his name. " What is the rea-

fon," fays he, "that you will not listen to the
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" intreaties of your mother not go to the wars

" I do affure you, that if you refolve to take

" this commiffion, you will not enjoy it three

years."

" Why," fays he (in his dream ) " what will

" hinder me?" being, it feems , defirous to know

fomething of his fortune.

" Afk me not the particulars," fays the appari

tion, " but either decline the employment, or when

" you have enjoyed it two years and an half, fell

" out again, as I did before you."

" I cannot promife that," fays he, aby

"Then you may promiſe yourſelf," fays the ap-

parition, " that it fhall be worſe.” i

He feemed to flight the admonition , and faid,

bit was too late to look back!"

bok Too late ! too late!" fays the apparition ,

repeating the words ; "then go on, and repent too

" late."

He was not much affected with this apparition,

when he waked, and found it was but a dream ;

for dreams, faid he, are not to be heeded; fo he

went on, and bought the commiſſion .

A few days after the commiffion was bought,

the father appeared again, not to him, but to his

mother, in a dream too as before ; and taking no-

tice to her, how his fon had rejected her admoni-

tion, it added, a ponge

" Youngheads are wilful : Robert will go into

"the army; but tell him from me, he fhall never

" come back. " 26 d . *Hwboy>

All theſe notices were of no force with this

young gentleman ; but as he had reſolved, ſo he
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purfued his refolution, and went into the army;

and two battalions of that regiment going into the

field that fummer, his company was one, and was

ordered into Flanders.

He wanted no occafion to fhew his bravery, and

in fereral warm actions, came off with applaufe ;'

fo thathe was far from beingfufpected of cowardice:

but one day, and in the third year of his fervice,

the army was drawn out in order of battle, the ge-

neral having received certain advice, that the e-

nemy would come and attack them. As he flood

at the head of his company, he was fuddenly ſeiz-

ed with a cold ſhivering fit, and it was fo violent,

that fome officers who were near him, every one at

their poft, perceived it.

As it was to no purpoſe for him to conceal it,

he turned to his lieutenant, who flood next to him,

and from whofe mouth I received this particular

account: I cannot imagine, fays he, what is the oc-

cafion of this fhaking fit.

It is your eagerness to fall on, fays the lieute-

nant, I have often been ſo, and begin to be fo now;

I wish the French would come on, that we might

have ſomething to do.

It continued about a quarter of an hour, and the

enemy did come on as was expected ; the fight

began upon the left, at a good diftance from them,

fo that the whole left wing was engaged before they

began. 201

While this lafted, the lieutenant called to the

gentleman ; captain, fays he, how do you do? I

hope your ſhiverting fit is over.
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No, fays the captain, it is not over; but it is a

little better.

It will be all over prefently, fays the lieute

nant.

Ay, fo it will, fays the captain, I am very easy,

I know what it was now; and with that he

called the lieutenant to come to him for a mo

ment.

When he came, fays he, I know now what ail

ed me, I am very eafy, I have feen myfather; Ifhall

be killed the firft volley ; let my mother know I

this.told you

In a few minutes after this, a body ofthe ene-

my advanced, and the very first volley the regiment.

received, was the fire of five platoons of grenadiers,

by which the captain and feveral other officers, be

fides private men, were killed, and the whole

brigade was foon after put into confufion ; though

being fupported by fome regiments of the fecond

line, they rallied again foon after; the captain's

body was prefently recovered ; but he was irre

coverably dead, for he received a fhot in his face,

which killed him immediately.

**** *

1
Account of an Apparition feen by Colonel Gar

D

'diner.

OCTOR Doddrige relates in the life ofCo-

lonel Gardiner, killed at the battle of Pref

ton inthe year 1745 , that being a young man on

his travels at Paris, and leading a life of pleaſure,

D 4
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he had got an affignation from a lady to come to

her at night ; and being in his own lodging, with

great impatience waiting for the appointed hour,

and looking over fome book to pafs the tedious

moments, as he took up his head from the book,

faw an apparition, which ftruck him with fuch com-

punction ofmind for his loofe courfe of life, that he

not only abfented from the affignation , but lived

thereafter according to the rules of piety, and the

ftricteft of morals.

da voda voda bodabodaw

Y

Account of an Apparition to Cafbio Burroughs, Efqs

d ba

IR John Burroughs being fent envoy to the

Emperor by king Charles I. took his Ideft

fon Cafhio Burroughs along with him ; and pur

fuing his journey through Italy, left his fon at

Florence to learn the language; where, having an

intrigue with a beautiful courtefan, miftrefs of the

Grand Duke, their familiarity became fo public,

that it cameto theDuke's ear, who tooka refolution

to have him murdered ; but Cafhio having had

timely notice of the Duke's defign, by fome of the

English there, immediately left the city, without

acquainting his miftrefs of it, and came to Eng-

land ; whereupon the Duke, being diſappointed of

his revenge, fell upon his miſtreſs in moft reproach-

ful language : fhe, on the other hand, refenting the

fudden departure of her gallant, of whom the was

moft paffionately enamoured, killed herſelf. At

the fame moment that the expired, the appeared to
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Cafhio at his lodging in London. Colonel Remes

wasthe
in bed with him, who faw her as well as

he, giving him an account of her refentments of

his ingratitude to her, in leaving her fo fuddenly,

and expoſing her to the fury of the Duke, and not

omitting her own tragical exit; adding withal,

that he should be flain in a duel , which accord

ingly happened : And thus the appeared to him

frequently, even when his younger brother (who

was afterwards Sir John) was in bed with him.

As often as the appeared, he would cry out with

great ſhrieking, and trembling of his body, as well

as anguiſh of mind, faying, "O God! here fhe

" comes ! The comes! and in this manner the

haunted him till he was killed. She appeared to

him the morning before he was killed. I have

been told that he was one of the handfomeft men

in England, and very valiant.
16 65 2

1

S.

Account of the Apparition of Sir George Villers,

"relating to the Murder of the Duke of Bucking-

ham, his Son.

5011

THE

HERE was an officer inthe king's wardrobe,

in Windfor-caftle, of a good reputation for

honefty and difcretion , and then about the age of

fifty years or more.

This man had in his youth been bred in a fehool

in the parifh where Sir George Villers, the father

of the Duke, lived, and had been much cherished

D`5
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and obliged, in that feafon of his age, by the faid

Sir George, whom afterwards he never faw.
¿

S

About fix months before the miferable end of

the Duke of Buckingham, about midnight, this

man being in his bed at Windfor, where his office

was, and in very good health, there appeared

to him on the fide of his bed, a man of a very ve

nerable afpect, who drew the curtains of his bed,

and fixing his eyes upon him, asked him ifhe knew

him.

威

The poor man, half dead with fear and appre.

henfion, being asked the fecond time, whether he

remembered him ; and having in that time called

to his memory the prefence of Sir George Villers,

and the very clothes he uſed to wear, in which

at that time he feemed to be habited, he anſwered

him, That he thought him to be that perfon ; he

replied, he was in the right, that he was the fame,

and that he expected a fervice from him, which

was, That he fhould go from him to his fon the

Duke of Buckingham, and tell him, if he did not

fomewhat to ingratiate himſelf to the people, or

at leaſt to abate the extreme malice which they had

against him, he would be fuffered to live but a

fhort time.

After this difcourfe he difappeared, and the poor.

man ( if he had been at all waking) flept very well

till morning, when he believed all this to beadream, i

and confidered it no otherwife .

The next night, or shortly after, the fame perfon

appeared to him again, in the fame place, and about

the fame time of the night, with an afpect a little

more fevere than before, and afked him, whether
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he had done as he had required of him ; and per-

ceiving he had not, gave him very fevere reprehen-

hons, told him he expected more compliance from

him, and that if he did not perform his commands,

he fhould enjoy no peace of mind, but fhould al-

ways be pursued by him; upon which, he promif-

ed him to obey.

But the next morning, waking out of a good

fleep, though he was exceedingly perplexed with

the lively repreſentation of all particulars to his

memory, he was willing ftill to perfuade himſelf,

that he had only dreamed, and confidered that he

was a perfon at fuch a distance from the Duke,

that he knew not how to gain admiffion to his pre-

fence, much lefs had any hope of being believed

in what he should fay ; fo with great trouble and

difquietude he ſpent fome time in thinking what

he fhould do; and in the end, he refolved to do

nothing in the matter.

The fame perfon appeared to him the third time-

with a terrible countenance, and bitterly reproach-

ed him for not performing what he had promifed

to do. The poor man had, by this time, recover-

ed the courage to tell him, that in truth he had

deferred the execution of his commands, upon con-

fidering how difficult a thing it would be for him

to get accefs to the Duke, having acquaintance

with no perfon about him ; and if he fhould obtain

admiffion to him, he fhould never be able to

fuade him that he was fent in fuch a manner; that

he fhould at leaf be thought to be mad, or to be

fet on and employed by his own, or the malice of

per-
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other men, to abufe the Duke; and foche thould

be fure to be undone. vibious pus pati

t

The perfon replied, as he had done before, that

he fhould never find reft still he had performed

what he required , and therefore he were better to

diſpatch it; that the acceſs to his fon was known

to be very easy, and that few men waited long

for him ; and as for his gaining credit, he would

tell him two or three particulars, which he charge

ed him never to mention to any perfon living

but to the Duke himself : and she fhould no

fooner hear him, but he should believe all the

reft he ſaid ; and fo, repeating his threats, he

left him,

a

3

X

In the morning the poor man, more confirmed

by the laſt appearance, made his journey to Lon

don, where the court was then, he wasvery well

known to Sir Ralph Freeman, one ofthe mafters of

requeſts, who married a lady that was nearly allied

to the Duke, and was himſelf well received by

him. To him this man went, and though he

did not acquaint him with all the particulars, he

faid enough to let him know there was ſomething

extraordinary in it; and the knowledge he had of

the fobriety and difcretion of the man, made the

more impreffion on him; he defired that, by his

means, he might be brought to the Duke, in fuch

a place, and in fuch a manner as fhould be thought

fit, affirming that he had much to fay to him,

and of fuch a nature, as would require much

privacy, and fome time and patience in the hear

ing.

Sir Ralph promiſed he would firſt ſpeak to the

nd is as A (0) ,
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Duke of him, and he should understand his plea

fure ; and accordingly, the firft opportunity, he did

inform him of the reputation and, honefty of the

man; and then what he defired, and of all he knew

of the matter. a body was dedz

ཨཏྠཱི

The Duke, according to his uſual openneſs and

condefcenfion, told him, that he was the next day

carly to hunt with the king ; that his horfes fhould

attend him at Lambeth bridge, where he should

land by five of the clock in the morning; and if

the man attended him there at that hour, he would

walk and fpeak with him as long as ſhould be ne-

ceffaryin qara ça

Sir Ralph carried the man with him the next

morning, and prefented him to the Duke at his

landing, who received him courteouſly, and walk-

ed afide in conférence near an hour; none but his

own fervants being at that hour in that place, and

theys and Sir Ralph at fuch a diſtance, that they

could not hear a word, though the Duke fome-

times fpoke loud, and with great commotion,

which Sir Ralph the more eafily obferved and

perceived, becauſe he kept his eyes always fix-

ed upon the Duke, having perceived the confer-

ence upon fomewhat he knew there was of extra-

ordináry.sdi bo...

The man told him, in his return over the wa-

ter, that when he mentioned thofe particulars,

which were to gain him credit, ( the fubftance

whereof, he faid, her durft not impart unto him)

the Duke's colour changed, and he ſwore he could

come at that knowledge only by the devil, for that

thofe particulars were only known to himſelf, and
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to one perſon more, who he was fure would never

ſpeak of it.

The Duke purfued his purpoſe of hunting, but

was obferved to ride all the morning with great

penſiveneſs and in deep thoughts, without any de-

light in the exercife he was upon; and before the

morning was fpent, left the field, and lighted at

his mother's lodgings in Whitehall, with whom he

was fhut up for the fpace of two or three hours;

the noife of their difcourfe frequently reaching the

ears of thofe who attended in the next rooms.

And when the Duke left her, his countenance ap

peared full of trouble, with a mixture of anger; a

countenance that was never before obſerved in him

in any converfation with her, towards whom he

had a profound reverence ; and the Countefs her

felf (for though the was married to a private gen

tlemen, Sir Thomas Compton, fhe had been crea

ted Countess of Buckingham, fhortly after her fon

had firſt affumed that title) was at the Duke's leav

ing her found overwhelmed in tears, and in the

higheſt agony imaginable.

Whateverthere was of all this , it is a notorious

truth, that when the news of the Duke's murder

(which happened within a few months after) was

brought to his mother, the feemed not in the leaft

degree furpriſed, but received it as if he had fore-

feen it; nor did afterwards exprefs fuch a degree

offorrow as was expected from fuch a mother, for

the lofs of fuch a fon.
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Account ofthe Apparition of an Old Man to

Dr. Scott.

THE

HE following ftory is told of the late Reve

rend Dr. Scott, a man whofe learning and

piety were eminent, and whofe judgment was

known to be fo good, as not to be eafily impofed

upon.

• The Doctor was fitting alone by the fire, either

in his ftudy or his parlour, in Broad-ftreet, where

he lived; and reading a book, his door being ſhut

faft and locked, he was well aflured there was no

body in the room but himſelf, when accidentally

raifing his head a little, he was exceedingly fur-

prized to fee fitting in an elbow- chair, at the other

Gide of the fire - place, an ancient grave gentleman

in a black velvet gown , a long wig, ' and looking

with a pleafing countenance towards him (the Doc-

tor) thus fpoke.

Be not afraid, or furprized, for I will do you no

hurt ; but am come upon á matter of great impor-

tance to an injured family, which is in great dan-

ger of being ruined ; and tho' you are a ftrangèr

to the family, yet knowing you to be a man of in-

tegrity, I have pitched upon you to do an act of

very great charity, as well as juftice ; and I can

depend upon you for a faithful performance .

The Doctor was not at firft compofed enough to

receive the introduction of the bufinefs with a due

attention ; but feemed rather inclined to get out of
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the room from him if he could, and once or twice

made fome attempts to knock for fome of the fami

ly to come up; at which the apparition appeared

fomewhat difpleafedura tomos of sindo ad 35d3 tuổ

But it feems he need not ; for, as the Doctor faid,

he had nopowerto go out ofthe roomif he had been

next the door, or to knock for help, ifany had beeff

at hand.

But here the apparition feeing the Doctor ſtill in

confufion, defired him again to compofe himſelf, for

he would not do him the leaft injury, or offer any

thingto makehim uneafy ; but defired that he would'

give himleaveto deliverthe bufinefs he came about;

which,when he had heard, he faid, perhaps hewould

fee leſs cauſe to be furprized, or apprehensive, than

he did now, and

By this time, and by the calm way of difcourfe

above-mentioned, the Doctor had recovered himſelf

fo much, though not with any kind of compoſure,

as to be able to ſpeak.

2920 136 no

In the name of God, fays the Doctor, what art

thou?

I defire you would not be frighted, fays the ap

parition to him again ; I am a ftranger to you, and"

if I tell you my name, you do not know it; butyou

may do the buſineſs without inquiring.

The Doctor continued ftill difcompofed and un-

eafy, and faid nothing for fome time.

I

A

W

The apparition ſpoke again to him not to be fur-

prized, and received only for anfwer the old igno-be

rant queftion , andsling blato 10:00Ɑ silt f2

In the name of God, what art thou? luco ad gadw

Upon this, the spectre feemed difpleafed, as if
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the Doctor had not treated him with fufficient re

fpect ; and expoftulated a little with him, telling

him, he could have terrified him into a compliance,

but that he chofe to come calmly and quietly to

him ; and used fome other difcourfes, fo civil and

obliging, that by this time he began to be a little

more familiar, and at length the Doctor afked, a

What is it you would have with me?

At this the apparition, as if gratified with the

queftion, began, bis,ftory thus id b. abtrollkänee

I once lived in the county of , where I

left a very good eftate, which my grandfon enjoys

at this time. But he is fued for the poffeffion by

my two nephews, the fons of my younger bro..

ther.

9

[Note, Here he gave him his own name,

the name of his younger brother, and the
誓

names of his two nephews; but I do not

chufe to publish the names in this relati-

on, nor might it be proper for many rea-

fons, Bodeng kam

Here the Doctor interrupted , and aſked him how

longthe grandfon had been in poffeffion ofthe eſtate ;

which he told him was years, intimating that

he had been fo long dead.m

Then he went on, and told him, that his nephews

would be too hard for his grandfon in the fuit , and

would out him ofthe manfion -houſe and eftate ; fo

that he would be in danger of being entirely ruin-

ed, and his family reduced . 2007)

Still the Doctor could not fee into the matter, or

what he could do to help or remedy the evil that

threatened the family; andtherefore aſked him ſome
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queftions: for now they began to be a little better

acquainted than at firſt. 1

Says the Doctor, And what am I able to do in it

if the law be against him? 2

Why, fays the ſpectre, it is not that the nephews :

have any right; but the grand deed of fettlement,

being the conveyance ofthe inheritance, is loft; and

for want of that deed, they will not be able to make

out their title to the eftate.

Well, fays the Doctor, and ſtill what can I do in

the cafe?

Why, fays the fpectre, if you will go down to

my grandfon's houfe, and take fuch perfons with

you as you can truft, I will give you fuch inftruc

tions as that you ſhall find out the deed of ſettle

ment, which lies concealed in a place where I put

it with my own hands, and where you shall direct

my grandfon to take it out in your prefence.

But why then do you not direct your grandſon

himſelf to do this? fays the Doctor.

Aſk me not about that, fays the apparition ; there

are divers reafons, which you mayknow hereafter.

I can depend upon your honefty in it, in the mean

time; and I will fo difpefe matters, that you shall

have your expences paid you, and be handfomely

allowed for your trouble.

After this difcourfe, and feveral other expoftula

tions, (for the Doctor was not eafily prevailed upon

to go, till the ſpectre feemed to look angrily, and

even to threaten him for refufing ) he did at laſt pro

mife him to go.

Havingobtainedthis promiſe ofhim ,he toldhim,

he might let his grandſon know, that he had fork
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merly converfed with his grandfather, (but not to

ſay how lately, or in what manner) and aſk to fee

the houfe, and that in fuch an upper room, or loft,

he fhould find a great deal of old lumber, old cof

fers, old chefts, and fuch things as were out of fa

fhion now, thrown by, and piled upon one another,

to make room for more modifh furniture, cabinets,

chefts of drawers, and the like.

That in fuch a particular corner, there was a cer-

tain old cheft, with an old broken lock upon it,

and a key in it, which could neither be turned in

the lock, nor pulled out ofit.

[Note, Here he gave him a particular defcrip-

tion of the cheft, and of the outfide, the

lock and the cover, and alfo of the infide,

which no man could come at, or find out,

unless the whole cheft was pulled in pieces.

In that cheft, fays he, and in that place, lies the

grand deed, or charter of the estate, which conveys

the inheritance, and without which the family will

be ruined, and turned out of doors.

After this difcourfe, and the doctor promifing

to go down into the country to diſpatch. this im-

portant commiflion; the apparition , putting on a

very pleafant and fmiling afpect , thanked him , and

diſappeared.

Afterfome days, and within the time limited by

the propofal of the ſpectre, the Doctor went down

accordingly into ſhire ; and finding the gen

tleman's houſe very readily, by the direction, knock-

ed at the door, and afked if he was at home ; and

after being told he was, and the fervants, telling

their mafter it was a clergyman, the gentleman
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came to the door, and very courteouſly invited him

in.

After the Doctor had been there fome time, he

obferved that the gentleman received him with un-

expected civility, though a ftranger, and without

bufinefs. They entered into many friendly dif

courfes, and the Doctor pretended to have heard

much of the family (as indeed he had) and of his

grandfather; from whom, Sir, I perceive the eſtate

more immediately defcends to yourſelf!

Ay, fays the gentleman, and fhook his head, my

father died young, andmygrandfather has left things

fo confufed, that, for want of one principal writing,

which is not yet come to hand, I have met with a

great deal of trouble from a couple of coufins, my

grandfather's brother's children, who have put me

toa great charge about it--Upon this the Doctor'

began to be a little inquifitive.

I hope, Sir, fays the Doctor, you have got over all

this.

No, truly, fays the gentleman, if I may be fo free

as to ſpeak my mind, I think I ſhall never get quite

over it, unless we can find the old deed; which,

however, I hope we fhall find ; for I intend to

make a general fearch after it.

I wish with all my heart you may find it, Sir, fays

the Doctor.

I do not doubt but I fhall, adds the gentleman ;

for I had a dream concerning it last night.J

A dream about the writing! fays theDoctor, then

I hope it was that you ſhould find it.

Why, fays the gentleman, I will tell you I

dreamed that a strange gentleman came to me,
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whom I had never feen in my life, and helped me

to look for it. I do not know but you may be the

manum gredi noad ba 35

I fhould be very glad to be the man, I affure, you,

fays the Doctor.

Nay,fays the gentleman, if you ſhould think pros

per, I am certain you may bethe man to help meto

look for it.

Ay, fays the Doctor, I may help you to look for.

it, indeed; and I will do it with all my heart; but

I would much rather be the man that ſhould help

you to find it. Pray when do you intend to make

a fearch?

I had appointed to do it to- morrow, fays the gen-

tleman.

But, fays the Doctor, in what manner do you in-

tend to fearch ?. { "

Why, fays the gentleman, it is the opinion ofus

all, that my grandfather was fo very much concern-

ed about preferving this writing, and had fo great

a jealouſy that ſomebody about him would rob him

of it, if they could, that he has hid it in fome very

fecret place; but I am refolved I will find it, if I

am obliged to pull half the houſe down.

Truly, fays the Doctor, he may have hid it in

fuch a manner, as to oblige you to pull the houſe

down before you find it, and perhaps not even

then ; for I have known fuch things utterly loft,

notwithſtanding all the care imaginable uſed to pre-

ferve them . I d

If it was made of any thing the fire could not de-

ftroy, fays, the gentleman, I would burn the houſe

down but I would find it.
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I fuppofe you have fearched all the old gentle-

man's chefts, and trunks, and coffers over and over;

fays the Doctor.

Ay, fays the gentleman, and turned them all in-

fide out ; and there they lie all on a heap up in a

great loft or garret, with nothing in them ; nay,

we knocked three or four of them in pieces to

fearch for private drawers, and then I burnt them

for anger, though they were fine cypreſs chefts, that

coft a deal of money when they were in fashion.

I am forry you burnt them, fays the Doctor..

Nay, fays the gentleman, I did not burn a ſcrap

of them till they were all fplit to pieces ; and it was

not poffible any thing fhould be there.

[This made the Doctor a little eafy; for he

began to be furprized, when he told him.

89

he had fplit fome of them, and burnt

them.]

Well, Sir, fays the Doctor, if I can do you any

fervice in your fearch, I will come and fee you a-

gain tomorrow, and attend upon you in your ſearch

with my good wiſhes..

Nay, fays the gentleman, I do not defign to part

with you; but fince you are ſo kind as to offer me

your help, you fhall ftayall night with me, and be

at the first of it.

-
The Doctor had now gained his point ſo far as

to make himſelf acquainted and defirable in the

houſe, and to have a kind of intimacy ; fo that tho'

he made as if he would go, he did not want much

intreaty to make him ftay; fo he confented to lie

in the houſe all night.

A little before night, the gentleman afked him
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to take a walk in the park, but he put it off with a

jeft; I had rather, Sir, faid he fmiling, you would

let mefee this fine old manfion houſe, that is to be

demoliſhed to-morrow ; methinks I would fain fee

the houſe once, before you pull it down.

With all my heart, fays the gentleman. So he

took him immediately up ſtairs , frewed him all the

beft apartments, and all his fine furniture and pic-

tures ; and coming to the head of the great ſtair-

cafe where they came up, offered to go down again.

But, Sir, fays the Doctor, may we not go a little

higher?

There is nothing above, fays the gentleman, but

garrets and old lofts, full of rubbiſh, and a place to

go out into the turret, and the clock houſe.

But, Sir, I fhould be glad to ſee it all , now we

are about it, fays the Doctor. I fhould like to fee

the old lofty towers and turrets, the magnificence

of our anceſtors, though they are out of fashion

now; pray let us fee all, now we are about it.

Why, it will tire you, fays the gentleman.

No, no, fays the Doctor, if it do not tire you,

who have ſeen it ſo often, it will not tire me, I af-

fure you: pray let us go up. So away goes the

gentleman, and the Doctor after him.

After they had rambled over the wild part of an

old-built houſe, which I need not defcribe, he paf-

fed by a great room, the door of which was open,

and in it a great deal of old lumber. Pray what

place is this ? fays the Doctor, looking in at the

door, but not offering to go in.
!

O! that is the room, fays the gentleman foftly,

(becauſe there was a gentleman attending them ),
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that is the room I told you of, where all the old

rubbiſh lies , the chefts, the coffers, and the trunks,

look you there, fee how they are piled up upon one

another, almoſt to the cieling....

With this the Doctor goes in, and looks about

him; for this feemed to be the place he was direct.

ed to, and which he wanted to fee : He had not

been in the room two minutes, before he found e-

very thing just as the spectre at London had de-

fcribed, went directly to the pile he had been told

of, and fixed his eye upon the very cheft, with the

old rufty lock upon it, and the key in it, which

would neither turn round, nor come out.

Upon my word, Sir, fays the Doctor, you have

taken pains enough, if you have rummaged all theſe

drawers, and chefts, and coffers, and every thing

that may have been in them.

Indeed, Sir, fays the gentleman, I have emptied

every one of them myfelf, and looked over all the

old mufty writings, one by one, with fome help in-

deed, but they every one paffed through my own

hands, and under my own eyes .

Well, Sir, fays the Doctor I fee you have been

in earneſt, and I find the thing is of great confe-

quence to you. I have a ſtrange fancy come into

my head this very moment; will you gratify my

curioſity with only opening and emptying one fmall

cheft or coffer that I have caft my eye upon? There

may be nothing in it ; for you are fatisfied , I be-

lieve, that I was never here before ; but I have a

ſtrange notion that there are ſome private places

in it which you have not found ; perhaps there

may be nothing in them, when they are found..
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The gentleman looks on the cheft fmiling; I

remember opening it very well ; and turning to his

fervant, Will, fays he, do not you remember that

cheft? Yes, Sir, fays Will, very well, I remember

you were fo weary you fat down upon the cheft

when every thing was out of it ; you clapt down

the lid and fat down , and fent me down to my la-

dy to bring you a dram of citron ; you faid you

were fo tired you was ready to faint.

Well, Sir, it is only a fancy of mine, and per-

haps there may be nothing in it.

It is no matter for that, fays the gentleman, you

fhallfee it turned bottom upwards again before your

face,and fo you fhall all the reft, ifyoudo but fpeak

the word.

*

Well, Sit, fays the Doctor, ifyou will oblige me

only with that one, I will trouble you no farther.

J.Upon this, the gentleman immediately caufed

the coffer to be dragged out and opened ; for it

could not be locked, the key would neither lock

it nor unlock it: When the papers were all out,

the Doctor turned his face another way, as if he

would look among the papers, but taking little or

no notice of the cheſt, ſtooped down, and as if fup-

porting himself with his cane, chops it into the cheft,

but fnatched it out again haſtíly, as if it had been

a mistake; and turning to the cheft, he claps the

lid of it down, and fits down upon it, as if he was

weary too .

However, he takes an opportunity to ſpeak fo'tly

to the gentleman to fend away his man a moment;

for I would fpeak a word or two with you, Sir, fays

he, out of his hearing; and then recollecting him--

E



08 WITC
HES

, GHO
ST $,

felf, Sir, fays he aloud, can you not fend for a ham-

mer and a chifel?

Yes, Sir, fays the gentleman. Go, Will, fays he

to his man, fetch a hammer and chifel.

1

As foon as Will was gone, Now, Sir, fays the

Doctor, let mefay a bold word to you; I have found

your writing, I have found your grand deed of fet-

tlement ; I would lay you an hundred guineas I

have it in this coffer.

The gentleman takes up the lid again, handles

the cheft, looks over every part of it , but could fee

nothing, andfeemed confounded andamazed ! What

do you mean? fays he to the Doctor, you have no

unuſual art, I hope, no conjuring hand ; here is

nothing but an empty coffer.

Not lyupon my word, fays the Doctor, I am no

magician, or cunning man, I abhor it ; but I tell

you again, the writing is in this coffer.

The gentleman knocks and calls, as if he was

frighted, for his man with the hammer and chifel,

but the Doctor fat compofed again upon the lid of

the coffer.

At length the man brings the hammer and chi-

fel, and the Doctor goes to work with the cheſt,

knocks upon the flat of the bottom : Hark! fays he,

do not you hear it, Sir, fays he, do not you hear

it plainly ?

Hear what, fays the gentleman. I do not un-

derftand you indeed.

Why the cheft has a double bottom , Sir, a falſe

bottom, fays the Doctor : do you not hear it found

hollow?

In a word, they immediately fplit the inner bot-
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tom open, and there lay the parchment fpread a-

broad flat on the whole breadth of the bottom of

the trunk, as a quire of paper is laid on the flat of

a drawer.

It is impoffible for me to deſcribe the joy and

furprize of the gentleman, and foon after of the

whole family; for the gentleman fent for his lady,

and two of his daughters, up into the garret among

all the rubbish, to fee not only the writing, but the

place where it was found, and the manner how...

}

A Gentleman's Houfe in France wonderfully prevent-

ed from being robbed by the Appearance of a

Ghost .

A

Certain perfon of quality, being with his fa-

mily at his country-feat in the fummer-fea-

fon, according to his ordinary cuſtom, was obliged,

upon a particular occafion of health, to leave his

feat, and go to Aix la Chappelle, to ufe the baths

there: This was, it feems, in the month of Auguft,

being two months fooner than the ufual time of his

returning to court for the winter.
:

Upon his removing ſooner than ordinary, he did

not then unfurnifh the houſe, as was the ordinary

uſage of the family, or carry away his plate and o-

ther valuable goods, but left his fteward and three

fervants to look after the houfe, and the Padre or

$ Parish priest, was defired to keep his eye on them--

too, and to fuccour them from the village adjoin-

ing, if there was occafion .

E 2
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The fleward had no public notice of any harm

approaching; but for three or four days fucceffive-

ly he had fecret ſtrange impulfes of dread and ter.

ror upon his mind that the houſe was befet, and was

to be affaulted by a troop of banditti , or, as we call

them here, houſe- breakers,who would murder them

all, and after they had robbed the houſe, would fet

it on fire; and this followed him ſo faſt, and made

fuch impreffion upon his mind, that he could think

of nothing elſe.

Upon this, the third day, he went to the Padre

orPariſh priest, and madehis complaint ; uponwhich

the prieſt and the ſteward had the following dif-

courſe, the ſteward beginning thus :

Father, faid he, you know what a charge I have

in my cuſtody, and how my lord has intruſted me

with the whole houſe, and all the rich furniture is

ftanding; Iam in great perplexityabout it, and come

to you for your advice.

Pa. Why, whatis the matter? you have not heard

of any mischief threatened, have you?

St. No, I have heard of nothing ; but I have ſuch

apprehenſions, and it has made ſuch impreffions up-

on me for theſe three days, that ones toA

[Here he told him the particulars of the un-

eafinefs he had been in, and added, beſides

what is faid above, that one of the ſervants

had the fame, and had told him of it, thơ

he had not communicated his own fugge

ftions to that fervant in the leafte

Pa. It may be, you dreamed of thefe things?

St. No, indeed, Padre, I am fure I could not

dream ofthem, for I could never fleep.156 50 : 10
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Pa. What can I do for you? What would you

have me do?

St. I would firſt of all have you tell me what

think of theſe things, and whether there is any

notice to be taken of them

you

[Here the Padre examined him more strictly

about the particulars, and fent for the fer-

vant and examined him apart ; and being

a very judicious honeft man, he anſwered

him thus:]

Pa. Look you, Mr. Steward, I do not lay a very

great ſtreſs uponfuch things, but yet I do not think

they are to be wholly flighted, and therefore I would

have you be upon your guard, and if you have the

leaft alarm , let me know.

> St. That is poor fatisfaction to me to be upon

my guard, if I am overpowered. I fuppofe, if any

villains have a defign to attack me, they know my

ftrength.

Pa. Shall I reinforce your garrifon ?

St. Iwish you would.

Pa. Well, I will fend fome men with fire arms,

to lie there this night.

i

Accordingly the prieft fent him five ftout fellows´

with fufees, and a dozen of hand granadoes with

them, and while they continued in the houſe no-

thing appeared; but thePadre finding nothing come ›

of it, and being loth to put his patron to fo conti-

nued a charge, fent for the steward, and, in a chid-

ing angry tone told him his mind.

'Pa. I know not how you will answer it to my

lord, but you have put him to a prodigious ex- ›

pence here, in keeping a garrifon in the houſe all

this while? E 3
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St. I am forry for it, Padre; but what can I

do ?

Pa. Do! Why, compoſe your mind, and keep

up your heart, and do not let my lord fpend two

or three hundred livres here to cure you of the

vapours.

St. Why, you faid yourſelf, Padre, that it was

not wholly to be flighted?

Pa. That is true ; but I faid alſo, I would not

lay too great ſtreſs upon it.

St. What must I do then ?

Pa. Do! Why, diſmiſs the men again, and take

what care you can; and if you have any notice of

miſchief that may be depended upon, let me have

notice too, and I will affift you.

St. Well then, the good angel muft protect my

lord's houſe, I fee no body elſe will.

Amen, fays thePadre, Itruft the good ſpirits will

keep you all : So he bleffed the fteward (in his way)

and the fteward went away grumbling very much

that he took away his garriſon, and left him to the

good spirits.

It feems, for all this, that the fteward's notices,

however fecret, and from he knew not who, were

not of fo light an import as the Padre thought they

were; for as he had this impulfe upon his mind

that fuch mischief was brewing, fo it really was, as

you will fee prefently.

1

A ſet of robbers, who had intelligence that the

nobleman with his family was gone to Aix la Chap- .

pelle, but that the houſe was left furnished, and all

the plate and the things of value left in it, had for."
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med a deſign to plunder the houſe, and afterwards

to burn it, juft as the fteward had faid.

They were two and twenty ftrong in the whole,

and thoroughly armed for miſchief; yet while the

additional force, which the Padre had placed to re-

inforce the ſteward, were in the houſe, of whom,

including the other four, three fat up every night,

they did not dare to attempt it.

But, as foon as they heard that the guard was dif

miffed, theyformed their defign anew, and, to make

the story short, attacked the houſe about midnight ;

having, I fuppofe, proper inftruments about them,

they foon broke open a window, and twelve of

them got into the houfe, the reft ftanding centinel

at fuch places as they thought proper, to prevent

any fuccours from the town.

The poor fteward and his three men were in

great diftrefs; they were indeed above ftairs, and

had barricaded the ftair- cafes as well as they could,

hearing the fellows were breaking in ; but when

they found that they had got in, they expected no-

thing but to be kept above ſtairs till the houſe was

plundered, and then , to be burnt alive.

But it feems the good ſpirit the prieſt ſpoke of,

or fome hody elfe made better provision for them,

as you will fee hereafter.

When the first of the fellows had got into the

houfe, and opened the door, and let in as many of

their gang as they thought fit, which (as above)

were twelve in number, they fhut the door again,

and ſhut themſelves in ; leaving two with the door,

who had a watch, word, to go and call more help,,

ifthey wanted it.

E 4
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The twelve ranging over the great hall, found

little there to gratify their greedy hopes ; but breaka

ing next into a fine well - furnished parlour, where

the family ufually fat behold!s in a great seafy

chair, fat a grave ancient man, with a long full

bottomed black wig, va rich brocaded gown, and a

lawyer's laced band, but looking as ifin great fur

prife, feemed to make figns to them for mercy,

but faid not a word, nor they much to him, ex-

cept that one of them flaring, cried, " Hal, who

is here? qubool est #

Immediately the rogués fell to pulling downthe

fine damaſk curtains in the windows, and other rich

things; but one faid to another with an oath, make

the old dog tell us where the plate is hid ; and an-

other faid, " If he will not tell you, cut his throat

"immediately."

The ancient gentleman, with figns of intreaty,

as if begging his life, and in a great fright, points

to a door; which being opened would letthem in-

to another parlour, which was the gaming - room,

and ferved as a drawing room to the firſt parlour;

and by another door opened into the great falon,

which looked into the gardens. They were fome

time forcing their way into that room ; but when

they came in, they were furprifed to fee the fame.

old man, in the fame drefs, and the fame chair, fit-

ting at the upper end of the room, making the fame

geftures, and filent intreaties, as before.

A
They were not much concerned at first, but

thought he had come in at another door, and began

to fwear at him, for putting him to the trouble of

breaking open the door, when there was another
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way into the room. But one, wickeder than the

firft, faid, with a heavy curfe, " The old dog has

" got in by another door, on purpoſe to convey a

way the plate and money," and cried, knock his

brains out. Upon which the firft fwore at him,

that if he did not immediately ſhow them where it-

was, he was a dead dog that moment.

Upon this furious ufage, he points to the doors

which led into the falon, which being a thin pair

of folding doors opened preſently, and in they ran

into the great falon ; when looking at the farther

endof theroom, there fat the ancient man again, in

the fame drefs and pofture as before .

Upon this fight thofe that were foremoſt among

them cried aloud, Why this old fellow deals with

the devil fure, he is here before, us again.

.

But the cafe differed a little now ; for when they

came out of the firft parlour, being eager for the

plate and money, and willing to find it all, the

whole body of them ran out into the fecond par-

Jour; but now the ancient man pointing to the

third room, they did not all immediately rufh into

the falon, but four of them were left behind in the

parlour or gaming- room mentioned juſt now, not?

by defign, but accidentally. W 19941

By this means they fell into the following con-

fufion ; for while fome of them called from the fa

lon that the old rogue was there before them a-

" gain;" others anſwered out of the parlour, how

the devil can that bed why, he is here fill in his

chair, and his rubbiſh ; with that two ofthem ranoi

back into the parlour, andthere they faw him again

fitting as before. Notwithstanding all this, far from

E 5要
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guefling what the occafion ſhould be, they fancied

they were mocked, or ſuggeſted that they were im-

pofed on, and that there were three feveral old

men all dreffed up in the fame habits for the very

fame occafion, and to infult them, as if to let them

know that the men above in the houſe were not a-

fraid of them: 01 4457 16 .

Well (fays one of the gang) I will diſpatch one

of the old rogues, I willteach one of them how to

make game at us : upon which, raifing his fuſee as

high as his arm would let him , he ftruck at the an-

cient man, as he thought, with all his force ; but

behold! there was nothing in the chair, and his

fufee flew into a thousand pieces, wounding his

hand moft grievously, and a piece ofthe barrel ftrik

ing him on the head, cut his face, and knocked

bim down backwards. ə

P

At the fame time, one of thoſe in the falon run-

ning at the ancient man that fat there, fwore he

would tear his fine brocaded gown off, and then

he would cut his throat : but when he went to take

hold of him, there was nothing in the chair.

... This happening in both rooms, theywere all in

a moft horrible confufion, and cried out in both.

rooms at the fame moment, in a terrible manner.

As they were in the utmoſt amazement at the

thing, fo after the firft clamour they ſtood looking

upon one another for fome time, without ſpeaking.

a word more; but at length one faid, let us go

back into the first parlour and fee if that is gone

too, and infantly two or three that were on that

fide, ran into the room, and there fat the ancient

gare as at firft; upon which they all called to the
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company, and told them, they believed they weré

all bewitched, and it was certain they only fancied

they faw a man in the other rooms, for there was

the real old man fitting where he was at firſt.

Upon this they all ran thither, faying they would

fee whether it was the devil or no; and one of them

faid, let me come ; I will fpeak to him ; it is not

the first time I have talked with the devil.

Nay, fays another, fo will I, and then added

with an oath, gentlemen that were upon fuch bu-

fineſs as they were, ought not to be afraid to ſpeak.

to the devil.

1.

?

A third (for now their courage began to rife a-

gain) called aloud, let it be the devil, or the de-

vil's grandmother, I will parley with it, I am re

folved I will know what it is: and with that he

runs before the reft, and croffing himſelf, fays to

the ancient man in the chair, " Inthe name of St..

Francis, and St. " (and fo reckoned up two

or three faints names that he thought were enough :

to fright the devil) " What art thou???

The figure never moved or ſpoke ; but looking

at its face, they prefently found, that inſtead of his

pitiful looks, and feeming to beg for his life, as

he did before, he was changed into the moſt hor-

rible monſter that ever was feen, and fuch as I can .

not defcribe; and that inftead of his hands held up

to them to cry for mercy, there were two large fiery

daggers, not flaming, but red hot, and pointed with

a bluish flame; and in a word, the devil or fome

thing in the moſt frightful ſhape that can be imą.

gined. And it was my opinion, when I first read!

the ftory, the rogues were fo frighted, that their.

་

E. 6.
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imagination afterwards formed a thing in their

thoughts more terrible than the devil himself could

appear in. !

But be that as it will, his figure was fuch, that

when they came up to him, not a man of them

had courage to look in his face, much leſs to talk

to him; and he that was fo bold, and thus came

armed with half a regiment of faints in his mouth,

fell down flat on the ground, and fainted away with

the fright.

The fteward and, his three men were all this

while above ftairs, in the utmoſt concern at the

danger theywere in, and expecting every moment

the rogues would ftrive to force their way up, and

cut their throats : They heard the confuſed noiſe

that the fellows made below, but could not ima-

gine what it was, and much leſs the meaning of

it : But while it lafted , it came into the mind of

one ofthe fervants, that it was certain the fellows

were all in the parlour, and very bufy there, whate-

ver they were about, he might go up to the top of

the houſe and throw one of their hand granadoes

down the chimney, and perhaps it might dofome

execution among them .

The fteward approved of this defign, only with

this addition ; if we throw down into the one par-

lour only, they will run into the gaming-room , and

fo it will do no execution ; but, fays he, take three,

and put down one into each chimney, forthe fun-

nels go up all together, and then they will not

know which way to run.

Withthefe orders two of the men, who very well

knew the place, went up, and firing the fufees of
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the granadoes, they put one fhell into each of the

funnels, and down they went roaring inthe chim.

ney with a terrible noife, and (which was more

than all the reft) they came down into the parlour

where almoſt all the rogues were, juft at the mo•

ment that the fellow that ſpoke to the fpectre was

frightened into a fwooning fit, and fallen upon the

floor.
3

The whole gang was alarmed beyond expreffion ;

fome ran back into the gaming-parlour whence they

came, and fome ran to the other door which they

camesin at from the half ; but all at the fame in-

ftant heard the devil, as they thought, coming

down the chimney.

着

Had it been poffible that the fufees ofthe grana-

does could have continued burning in the funnel

of the chimnies, where the found was a thouſand

times doubled by the hollow of the place, and

where the foot burning, fell down in flakes of fire,

the rogues had been frightened out of their under-

ftandings ; imagining, that as they had one dread-

ful devil juft among them in the chair, fo there

were ten thouſand more coming down the chim-

ney to deſtroy them all ; and perhaps carry them

all away.

But that could not be ; for after they had been .

fufficiently feared with the noife, down came the

fhells into the rooms, all three together. It hap-

pened as luckily as if it had been contrived on pur-

pofe, that the fhell which came down intothe par-

lour where they all were , burft as foon as it came to

the bottom, fo that it did not give them time fo

much as to think what it might be, much lefs to
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know that it was really a hand granadoes but asit

did great execution among them, fo they as certain

ly believed it was the devil, as they believed the

Spectre in the chair was the devil.vseh sas ativ

The noife of the bursting ofthe ſhell was fud-

den and fo unexpected, that it confounded them,

and the miſchief was alſo terrible; the man that

fainted, and who lay on the ground, was killed out.

right, and two more that ſtood just before the

chimney; five of them were ſhockingly wounded,

whereof one had both his legs broke, and was fo

defperate, that when the people from the country

came in, he ſhot himſelf through the head with his

own piſtol, to prevent his being taken alive..

Had the reft of them fied out of the parlour into

the two other rooms, it is probable they had been

`wounded by the other ſhells ; but as they heard the

noiſe in both the outer rooms, and were underthe

ſurpriſe of not knowing it was a hand granadoe, but

the devil, they had not power to ftir; nor, if they.

had, could they know which way to go to be fafe :

fo they stood still till both the fhells in the other

rooms burft alfo; at which being confounded, as

well with the noife as with the fmoke, and expect-

ing more devils down the chimney where they

ftood, they all run out that way, and made to the

door, helping their wounded men along as well as

they could ; whereof one died in the fields after they

were got away.

It must be obferved, when they were thus alarm-

ed with they knew not what, coming down the

chimney, they cried out, that the devil in the chair

had fent for more devils to deftroy, them;, and it
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was ſuppoſed that had the ſhells never come down,

they would all have ran away. But certain it was,

that the artificial devil joined fo critically as to time

with the vifionary devils, or whatever they were,

that it compleated their diſorder, and forced them

to fly. When they came to the door to the two

men, they made fignals for their comrades, who

were pofted in the avenues to the houſe, to come to

his relief; who accordingly came up, and affifted

to carry off their wounded men: but after hearing

the relation of thofe that had been in the houſe,

and calling a fhort council a little way from the

door (which, though dark as it was, the fteward and

his men could perceive from his window) they all

refolved to make off.

There was another.concurring accident, which

though it does not relate to my ſubject, I muſt ſet

down to compleat the ftory, viz. that two of theſe

granadoes by the fire of their fufees fet the chim-

nies on fire ; the third being in a funnel that had no

foot in it, the room having not been fo much uſ-

ed, did not. This fire flaming out, at the top, as is

ufual, was feen by fome body in the village, who

ran immediately and alarmed the prieſt or Padre,

and he again raiſed the whole town, believing there

was fome miſchief fallen out, and that the houſe

was fet on fire.

Had not the rest of the gang refolved to make

off, as is faid above, they had certainly fallen into

the hands of the townfmen, who ran immediately,

with what arms came next to hand to the houſe.

But the rogues were fled, leaving, as above,, three:
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of their company dead in the houſe, and one in

the field.

O

Mr.Jermin's Story of a Haunted Houſe.

NE Mr. Jermin, miniſter of Bigmer, in Suf-

fex, going to fee a fifter of his wife's, found

her very melancholy; and asking her the reafon,

the replied, you ſhall know to -morrow morning.

When he went to bed there was two maids ac-

companied him into his chamber, and the next

day he underſtood that they durft not go into any

room in the houſe alone. In the night, while he

was in bed, he heard the trampling of many upon

the leads over his head; and after that the going

off of a gun, upon which followed a great filence :

then they came fwiftly down ftairs into his cham

ber, where they fell a rustling and tumbling each

other down, and fo continued a great while: after

they were quiet, they fell a whiſpering, and made

a great buz, of which he could underſtand nothing ?

then one called at the door, and faid, " Come a-

" way, day is broke;" upon which they ran up

ftairs as faſt as they could drive, and fo heard no

more of them.

In the morning his brother and fifter came to

him, and the faid, Now, brother, you know why

am fo melancholy. After the had asked him how

he had flept, he anfwered, I never refted worfe in-

all mylife; having been difturbed a great part ef

the night with tumbling and noiſes : the complain-
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ed that her husband would force her to live there,

notwithſtanding their being continually diſturbed ;

whereupon the huſband anſwered, their difturbances

never did them any other mifchief. "

At dinner they had a phyſician with them, an

acquaintance. Mr. Jermin difcourfing about this

diſturbance, the phyſician anſwered alſo, that never

any hurt was done, of which he gave this inftance;

that dining one day at the gentleman's houſe, there

ifes came a man on horſeback into the yard, in mourn,

ing : a fervant went to know what was his buſineſs,

and found him fitting very melancholy, but could

get no anſwer from him. The mafter ofthe houſe

and he, the phyfician, came to fee who it was ; up-

on which the man clapt fpurs to his horfe, and

rode into the houſe up ftairs, into a long gallery,

whither the phyſician followed him, and ſaw him.

vaniſh in a fire at the upper end of the gallery :

but though none of the family received hurt at any

time, yet Mr. Jermin fell into a fever with the di.

fturbance he experienced, that endangered his life.

Dr. Scott, author of the chriſtian life, heard the

ftory from Mr. Jermin.

in

20

ad

The Damon ofGlenluce, in Galloway, in Scotland.

T happened in October 1654, that after one

Alexander Agnew, a bold and ſturdy beggar,

who was afterwards hanged at Dumfries for blaf-

phemy, had threatened hurt to Gilbert , Campbell's

family, becauſe he had not got fuch an alms as he
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required: the faid Gilbert was oftentimes hinder.

ed in the exerciſe of his calling, or his workingin.

ftruments (he being a weaver) being fome ofthem

broken, fome cut, and yet could not know by what

means his hurt was done. This continued till a-

bout the middle of November ; when the devil

came with new and extraordinary affaults, by

throwing ftones in at the doors and windows, and

down the chimney, in great quantities, and with

great force; yet by God's providence there was not

any perfon in the family hurt, or fuffered damage

thereby. This new trouble obliged Mr. Campbell

to reveal it to the minifter of the parish, and to

fome other neighbours and friends, having hither-

to endured it fecretly. Notwithstanding which his

trouble was enlarged : for not long after, he often

found his warp and thread cut as with a pair of

fciffars, and the reed broken ; likewife their appa⚫

rel cut after the fame manner, even while they

were wearing them; their coats, bonnets, hofe,

fhoes, but could not diſcover by what means.. And

though no harm was done to their perfons, yet in

the night-time they wanted liberty to fleep, fome.

thing pulling the bed cloaths and linnen off them,

and leaving their bodies naked .

Next their chefts and trunks were opened, and

all the things ftrewed here and there. Likewise

the parts of the working inftruments that had e-

fcaped, were carried away and hid in holes and

boards ofthe houſe, where they could fcarcely be

found again. Nay, whatever piece of cloth or

houshold ſtuff was in any part of the houſe, it was

carried away, and fo cut and abufed, that the good

man was neceffitated with all hafte and ſpeed to
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remove, and carry the reſt to a neighbour's houſe,

and he himſelf compelled to quit the exercife of

his calling, whereby only he maintained his fami-

ly.
Yet he refolved to remain in the houſe for a

feafon: during which time, fome perfons therea.

bouts, not very judicious, counfelled him to fend

his children out of the family, here and there, (to

trywhom the trouble did moſt follow, affuring him

that it was not againſt all the family, but againſt

fome one perſon or other in it) which , when bid ,

too readily obeyed. Yet for the fpace of four or

five days after, there were no remarkable affaults

as before.

1

ร

The minifter hearing thereof, fhewed him the

evil of fuch a courfe, and affured him, that if he

repented not, and called back his children, he

might not expect that his trouble would end in a

right way. The children that were nigh by being

called home, no trouble followed, till one of his

fons called Thomas, who was farther off, came

home. Then did the devil begin afresh; for up

on the Lord's day following, in the afternoon, the

houſe was ſet on fire, but by the help of fome peo-

ple going home from church, the fire was extin-

guished, and the houfe faved, without much da-

mage done. And the Monday after being ſpent

in prayer and fafting, the houfe was again fet on

fire on the Tueſday, about nine o'clock in the

morning ; yet by good providence and the help

of neighbours, was faved before much harm was

done.

L

4

Mr.Campbell being thus wearied and vexed day

and night, went to the minifter, defiring him to

IV
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let his fon Thomas abide with him for a time, who

condefcended , but withal affured him,that he would

find himſelf deceived, and fo it came to pafs ; for,

notwithſtanding the child was without the family,

yet were they that remained in it fore troubled,

both day and night, fo that they were forced to

wake till midnight, and ſometimes all night. Dur-

ing which time, the perfons within the family fuf.

fered many loffes, as the cutting of cloaths, the

throwing of peit, the pulling down of turf and feal

from the roof and walls of the houfe, the ftealing

of their apparel, and the pricking of their fleſh and

fkin with pins. The prefbytery having convened

at a place for a folemn humiliation, perfuaded him.

to call back his fon Thomas, notwithſtanding what

ever hazard might follow. The boy returning

home, affirmed, that he heard a voice ſpeak to him,

forbidding him to enter the houfe, or into any o-

ther place where his father's calling was exerciſed.

Yet he entered, but was fore abufed, till he was

forced to return to the miniſter's houſe again .

•On Monday, February 12 , the reft of the fami

ly began to hear a voice ſpeak to them, but could

not well know from whence it came. Yet from

evening till midnight much vain difcourfe was kept.

up with the devil, and many idle and impertinent

queſtions propofed,without the due fear ofGod, that

ſhould have been upontheir fpirits under fo rare and

extraordinary a trial. The minifter hearing of this,

went to the houſe upon the Tueſday, being accom-

panied with fome gentlemen , who, after prayer was

ended, heard a voice ſpeak out of the room , from

under the bed, in the proper country dialect, fay-
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ing, Would you knowthe witches of Glenluce? I

will tell you them ; and fo named four or five per-

fons who were under an evil report. The faid

Campbell informed the company, that one ofthem

had been dead long ago. The devil anfwered, It

is true, fhe is dead long ago, yet her ſpirit is liv

ing with us in the world. The minifter replied,

faying, The Lord rebuke thee, Satan, and put thee

to filence, we are not to receive any information

from thee, whatſoever fame any perfons go under ;

thou art but ſeeking tofeduce this family, for Satan's

kingdom is not divided against itself.

#

After which all went to prayer again ; which

being ended (for during the time of prayer no

trouble was made) the devil with many threaten-

ings, boafted and terrified the lad Thomas, who

came back with the minifter, that if he did not de-

part out of the houfe, he would fet all on fire. The

miniſter answered, and ſaid, The Lord will prefervé

the houſe and the boy too, feeing he is one of the

family, and hath God's warrant to ſtay in it. The

devil anfwered, He fhall not get liberty to ftay; he

was once put out already, and ſhall not abide here,

tho' I should purſue him to the end of the world,

The minifter replied, The Lord will ftop thy ma

lice againſt him .

And then they all prayed again, which being

ended, the devil faid, Give me a fpade and a fho-

vel, and depart from the houfe for ſeven days, and

I will make a grave and lie down in it, and fhall

trouble you no more. The good man anſwered,

Not fo much as a ftraw fhall be given thee,, thro'

God's affiftance, even,tho' that would do it. TheF
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miniſter added, God will remove thee in due time.

The devil anſwered, I will not remove for you, I

have my commiſſion from Jeſus Chriſt, to tarry and

vex this family: The minifter anſwered, A per-

miffion thou haft indeed, but God will stop it in

due time. The devil replied, I have (Meff. John)

a commiffion that will perhaps laft longer than your

After which the minifter and gentlemen

arofe, and went to the place where the voice feem-

ed to come from , to try if they could find any

thing : and after diligent fearch, nothing being

found, the gentlemen began to fay, We think this

voice fpeaks out of the children, for fome of them

were in their beds. The devil anfwered, You lie,

God fhall judge you for your lying, and I and

my father will come and fetch you to hell with

Warlock thieves. And fo the devil difcharged the

gentlemen from ſpeaking any more, faying, Lec

him ſpeak that hath a commiſſion ( meaning the mi-

nifter) for he is the fervant of God.

The gentlemen returning back with the minifter,

they fat down near the place whence the voice

feemed to come, and then he spake to them after

this manner, The Lord will rebuke this ſpirit in

his own time, and caft it out. The devil an-

fwering, faid, It is written in the 9th of Mark,

the difciples could not caft him out. The mini-

fter replied, What the difciples could not do, yet

the Lord having lightened the parents faith for his

own glory, did caft him out, and fo fhall he thee.

The devil replied, It is written in the 4th of

Luke, and he departed and left him for a feaſon.

The minifter faid, The Lord in the days of his hu-
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miliation, not only got the victory over Satan in

his affaults in the wilderneſs, but when he came

again, his fuccefs was not better. For it is writ-

ten, John xiv. Behold the prince of this world

cometh, and hath nothing in me; and being now.

in glory will fulfil his promife, and God fhall bruiſe

Satan under your feet ſhortly, Rom. xvi. The de-

vil answered, It is written, Matt. xxv. There were

ten virgins, five wife, and five foolish, and when

the bridegroom came, the foolish virgins had no

oil in their lamps, and they went unto the wife

to feek oil, and the wife faid, Go and buy

for yourſelves ; and while they went, the bride-

groom and entered in, and the door was ſhut ; and

the foolish virgins were fent to hell fire. The mi

niſter anſwered , the Lord knows the fincerity of

his fervants, and though there be fin and folly in

us here, yet there is a fountain opened for the

houfe of David for fin and for uncleannefs ; and

when he hath washed us there, and pardoned all

our fins for his name's fake, he will caft the un-

clean fpirit out of the land . The devil anfwered,

and faid, That place of fcripture is written in the

13th of Zechariah. In that day I will cauſe the

prophets and unclean fpirits to paſs out of the

the land ; but afterwards it is written, I will fmite

the fhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcattered . The

miniſter anſwered, Well are we that ſee the bleffed

ſhepherd was ſmitten, and thereby hath bruiſed thy

head ; and albeit in the hour of his fufferings, his

difciples forfook him , Matt. xxvi. Yet now hav-

ing afcended on high, he fits in glory, and is pre-

ferving, gathering in, and turning his hand upon

- 翼
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his little ones, and will fave his poor one in his fa-

mily, from thy malice.

The miniſter returning back a little, and ſtand.

ing uponthe floor, the devil faid, I knew not theſe

fcriptures till my father taught me them. I am an

evil fpirit, and Satan is my father, and I am come

to vexthis houfe : and prefently there appeared a

naked hand and an arm from the elbow down,

beating upon the floor, fo that the houfe did fhake

again ; and alfo the devil uttered a moſt fearful and

loud cry, Come up, father, come up, I will fend

my father among you. See there he is, behind

your backs. The minifter faid, I faw indeed a hand

and arm when the ftroke was given and heard. The

devil faid to him, Saw you that, it was not my

hand, it was my father's, my hand is more black

in the loof. Would you ſee me, put out the candle

then, and I fhall come into the houſe among you

like fireballs. After which all went to prayers, dur

ing that time it did no harm, neither at any other

time when God was worshipped. When prayer

was ended, the devil faid, (Meff. John) If the

good man's fon's prayers, at the college of Glaf-

gow, did not prevail more with God than yours,

my father and I had wrought a miſchief here ere

now. To which one of the gentlemen replied,

though a check had been given him before, Well,

well, I fee you confefs there is a God, and that

prayer prevails with him, and therefore we muſt

pray to God, and will commit the event to him.

To which the devil replied, You, Sir, you fpeak

of prayer with your broad lips, (for the gentleman

had lately gotten a new hat in the faſhion, with
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broad lips ) I will bring a pair of theers from my fa

ther's that fhall clip the lips of it a little."

The night being now far - fpent, it was thought

fit every one ſhould withdraw to his own home.

Then did the devil cry out fearfully, Let not the

minifter go home, I fhall burn the houſe if he go,

and many other things did he threaten . And after

the minifter was gone forth, the good man being

inftant with him to tarry; whereupon he return-

ed, all the rest of the company going home. Then

faid the devil to the minifter, You have done my

bidding. Not thine, anfwered he, but in obedi-

ence to God have I returned , to bear this man

company, whom thou doft afflict . Then did the

minifter call upon the name of God; and when

prayer was ended, he diſcharged Mr. Campbell,

and all the perfons of his family from opening their

mouths in one word to the evil ſpirit ; and when

it fpake, that they ſhould kneel down , and only

fpeak to God. The devil then roared mightily, and

cried out, What, will ye not fpeak to me? I fhall

burn the houſe, I ſhall ſtrike the bairns, and do all

manner of mifchief: but after that time no answer

was made to it, and fo for a long time no fpeech

was heard. After this Mr. Campbell fuffered much

loſs, and had many fad nights, not two nights in

one week free, and thus it continued till April ;

from April to July he had fome refpite and eaſe.

But after, he was molefted with new affaults , and

even their victuals were fo abuſed, that the family

was in hazard of ftarvingy and that which they did

"eat, did not give them the ordinary fatisfaction they

were wont to find .

: F
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In this fore and fad affliction, Mr. Campbell re-

folved to make his addreſs to the fynod of preſby.

ters, for advice and council what he was to do,

which was appointed to convene in October 1655+

namely, whether to forfake the houſe and place or

not.
The fynod, by their committee appointed to

meet at Glenluce, in February 1656, thought fit

that a folemn humiliation fhould be kept through

all the bounds of the fynod, and amongſt other

cauſes, to requeſt God in behalf of that poor af-

flicted family; which being carefully done, there.

vent was,through the prayers ofthis people, that his

troubles grew lefs till April, and from April till

Auguft he was almost free. About which time

the devil began with new affaults, and taking the

ready meat that was in the houſe, did fome.

times hide it in holes by the door poft, and at 0-

ther times under the beds, and fometimes among

the bed-cloaths, and under the linen, and at laſt

carried it quite away, till nothing was left there

but bread and water, to live by: after this, he ex-

erciſed his malice and cruelty againſt all the per-

fons in the family, in diſturbing them in the night

time, with ſtirring and moving through the houſe,

fo that they had no reſt for noife, which continued

all the month of Auguſt after this manner. After

which time the devil grew yet worfe, and began

with terrible roarings and terrifying voices, fo that

no perſon could fleep in the houſe in the night

time, and fometimes vexed them with cafting of

ftones, ftriking them with flaves in their beds, in

the night time; and upon the 18th of September,

about midnight, he cried out with a loud voice, I

།
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shall burn the houſe, and about three or four nights

after he fet one of the beds on fire, which was foon

extinguiſhed without any prejudice, except the bed

.itfelf; and fo he continued to vex them.

簿
N. B. This narrative is tranfcribed verbatim,

out of the mifcellaneous obfervations of Mr. G.

Sinclare, which are added to his treatife of hydro-

ftaticks. Dr. Burnet, afterwards bishop of Salif

bury, on my enquiry, told me thus, That he liv

ing in Glaſgow fome years, found all people there,

and the country about, fully perfuaded of the

truth of the matter of fact, and that he never

heard any thing objected to Mr. Sinclare's relation ,

but that it was too fhort ; whereas all the paffages

of that apparition would make a volume, and that

there was a full relation thereof, attefted under the

hands of eye witneſſes.

2000 0000 0000 .noc.
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Jane Brooks bewitches Richard Jones.

NSunday, November 15 , 1657, about three

o'clock in the afternoon, Richard Jones, a

fprightly youth, about twelve years old, inthe coun-

ty of Somerfet, fon of Henry Jones of Shepton

Mallet, being in his father's houſe alone, and per

ceiving one looking in at the windows, went to

the door, where one Jane Brooks, ofthe ſame town'

(but then by name unknown to this boy) came to

him . She defired him to give her a piece of cloſe

bread, and gave him an apple. After which the

' '

F 2
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ftroked him down on the right fide, fhook him by

the hand, and bid him good night. The youth re-

turned into the houfe, where he had been left well ,

when his father and one Gibſon went for him : a-

bout an hour afterwards they found him very ill,

and complaining of his right fide, in which the

pain continued the moft part of that night. On

Monday following, in the evening, the boy roafted

the applehe had of Jane Brooks, and having eaten

about half of it, was taken extremely ill, and fome-

times fpeechlefs ; but being recovered , he told his

father that a woman of the town on Sunday before,

had given him that apple, and that the ftroked him

on the fide. He faid, he knew not her name, but

fhould her perfon, if he faw her. Upon this Jones

wasadviſed to invite the women of Shepton to come

to his houfe, on the occafion of his fon's illneſs,

who told him, that in caſe the woman fhould come

when he was in his fits, ifhe were not able to ſpeak,

he would give him an intimation by a jog, and de-

fired his father to lead him through the room, and

he would put his hand upon her if the was there.

After this he continuing very ill, many women

came daily to fee him. Andthe Sunday afterwards,

Jane Brooks, with two of her fifters, came in, and

feveral other women of the neighbourhood were

there.

But

father the

The boy

24.11.

On her coming in, the boy was taken fo ill, that

for fome time he could not fee or fpeak.

having recovered his fight, he gave his

item, and he led him about the room.

drew towards Jane Brooks, who was behind her

two fifters among the other women, and put his

•

A
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hand upon her, which his father feeing, immedi-

ately fcratched her face, and drew blood. The

youth then prefently crying out, he was well, and

fo continued feven or eight days. But then meet-

ing with Alice Coward, fifter to Jane Brooks, who

was paffing by, faid to him, How do you do now,

myhoney? he prefently fell ill again . After this

the faid Coward and Brooks often appeared to him .

The boy would deſcribe the cloaths and habit they

were in at the time exactly, as the conftable and o-

thers found upon repairing to them, though Brooks's

houfe was at a good diftance from Jones's. This

they often tried, and always found the boy right in.

his defcription .

On a certain Sunday about noon, the boy being

in a room with his father and one Gibſon, in his

fit, he fuddenly called out that he faw Jane Brooks

on the wall, and pointed to the place, where Gib,

fon immediately ftruck with a knife. Upon which

the boy cried out, O father, couz Gibſon has cut

Jane Brooks's hand. The father and Gibſon im-

mediately repaired to the conftable, and acquainted

him with what had paffed , defiring him to go with

themto Jane Brooks's houſe, which he did . They

found her fitting in her room on a ſtool, with one

hand overthe other. The conftable aſked her how

ſhe did? She anfwered, not well. He asked her

why fhe fat with one hand over the other ? She re-

plied, fhe was wont to do fo. He enquired if any

thing was amifs with her hand ? Her anſwer was,

it was well enough. The conftable defired to fee

it, but the being unwilling to fhew it him, he drew

it out, and found it bloody, according to what the

F 3
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boy had faid. Being afked, how it came fo, fhe

faid it was fcratched with a great pin.

On December 8, 1657, the boy, Jane Brooks,

and Alice Coward, appeared at Caſtle Cary, before

the justices, Mr. Hunt and Mr. Cary. The boy :

having begun to give his teftimony, upon the com-

ing in of the two women, was inſtantly taken

ſpeechlefs ; and ſo remained till the women werere-

moved out of the room, and then in a fhort time

upon examination, he gave a full relation of the a-

bove-mentioned particulars.

On the 11th ofJanuary following, the boy was

again examined by the juflices at Shepton Mallet,

and upon the fight of Jane Brooks was again taken

fpeechlefs, but was not fo afterwards when Alice

Coward came into the room to him.

3

On the appearance at Shepton, which was on Fe

bruary 17 , there were prefent many gentlemen, mi-

nifters and others. The boy fell into his fits at

the fight of Jane Brooks, and lay in a man's arms

like a dead perfon ; the woman was then ordered

to lay her hand on him, which ſhe did, and he there-

upon ſtarted and fprung out in a very ſtrange and

unufual manner. One of the juftices, to prevent

all poffibility of legerdemain, defired Gibſon and

the reft to ftand off from the boy, and then the

juftice himſelf beheld him; the youth being blind-

folded, the justice called as if Brooks fhould touch

him, butwinked to others to doit, whichtwo or three

facceffively did, but the boy appeared not concer-

ned. The justice then called on the father to take

him, but had privately before defired oneMr. Strode

to bring Jane Brooks to touch him at fuch a time



AND HIGHLAND & E L RS, 127

as he fhould call for his father, which was done,

and the boy immediately fprang out after a very

odd and violent fashion. He was after touched by

feveral perſons and moved not, butJane Brooks be-

ing cauſed to put her hand upon him , he farted,

and fprang out twice or thrice as before. All this

while he remained in bis fit, and fome time after;

and being then laid on a bed in the fame room ,

the people prefent could not for a long time bend

either of his arms orlegs,

Between the faid 15th of November and the

11th of January, the two women appeared often to

the boy, their hands cold, their eyes ftaring, and

their cheeks and lips pale. In this manner on a

Thurſday about noon, the boy being newly laid in

to his bed, Brooks and Coward appeared to him ,

and told him, that what they had begunthey could

not perform. But if he would fay no more of it,

they would give him money, and fo put a two-pence

into his pocket . After which they took him cut :

of bed, laid him on the ground and vaniſhed, and

the boy was found by thofe who came into

the room, lying on the floor as if he had

been dead. The two-pence was feen by many,

and when it was put into the fire and hot,

the boy would fall ill ; but as foon as it was taken .

out and cold, he would be as well as before. This

was feen and obferved by a minifter, when the boy

was in one room, and the two- pence (without his

knowledge) put into the fire in another, and this

was divers times tried, in the prefence of feveral

perfons. We sold monit2 W

Between the 8th of Decembereand the 17th of

F 4
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February in the next year, divers perſons at fun-

dry times, heard in the boy a noife like the croak

ing of a toad, and a voice with inhim faying, Jane

Brooks, Alice Coward, twelve times in near a quar-

ter of an hour. At the fame time fome held a

candle before the boy's face, and earneſtly looked

on him, but could not perceive the leaſt motion of

his tongue, teeth, or lips, while the voice was heard.

On the 25th of February between two and three

in the afternoon, the boy being at the houſe of

Richard Ifles, in Shepton Mallet, went out ofthe

room into the garden : Ifles's wife followed him,

and was within two yards when the faw him rife

up from the ground before her, and fo mounted

higher and higher, till he paffed into the air over

the garden wall, and was carried fo above ground

more than thirty yards ; falling at laft at one Jor-

dan's door at Shepton, wherehe was found as dead

for a time; but coming to himfelf, told Jordan ,

that Jane Brooks had taken him up by the arm out

of Ifles's garden, and carried him in the air, as a-

bove related.

1
The boy at feveral other times was gone on a

fudden, and upon fearch after him, found in another

room as dead, and fometimes ftrangely hanging a-

bove the ground; his hands being flat againſt a

great beam at the top of the room, and all his bo-

dy two or three feet from the ground. There he

hath hung a quarter of an hour together, and being

afterwards come to himſelf, he told thoſe that found

him, that Jane Brooks had carried him to that place,

and held him there. Nine people at the fame time

faw the boy fo ftrangely hanging by the beam.

From the 15th of November to the 10th of

ห
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March following, he was, by reafon of his fits,

much waſted in his body; but after that time, be-

ing the day the two women were fent to goal, he

had no more of thofe fits .

Jane Brooks was condemned at Charde affizes,.

and executed March 26, 1658 .

Amiraculous Cure of a Dutch Woman, accompanied

with an Apparition.

TH

HE narrative taken by a Dutch merchant

from her own mouth, begins thus, A mira-

culous cure upon Jeſch Claes, a woman about fifty

years of age, for theſe many years well known to

myſelfandthe neighbours. This woman for four-

teen years had been lame of both her legs, one of

them being dead and without feeling, fo that ſhe-

could not go, but creep upon the ground, or was

carriedin people's arms as a child, but now, through

the power of God Almighty the hath walked again,

which came to paſs after this manner, as I have

written it from her own mouth. "

In the year 1676, about the 13th or 14th of

this month, of October, in the night, between one

and two o'clock, Jefch Claes being in bed with her

husband, who was a boatman, fhe was three times .

pulled by the arm, with which the awaked, and

cried out, O Lord! what may this be? Hereupon

fhe heard an anfwer in plain words, " Be not a-

fraid, I am come in the name of God, to tell you,.

that your malady which hath been for many years .

ES



180
WITCHES, GHOSTS,

X

upon you, fhall depart, and it fhall be given you

from God Almighty, to walk again. But keep

this to yourfelf till further anfwer." Whereupon

The cried aloud, O Lord ! that I had a light, that

I might know what this is, then had the this

anfwer, " There needs no light. Light fhall be

given you from God." Then came a light over

all the room, and the faw a beautiful youth about

ten years of age, with curled yellow hair, in white

raiment to the feet, who went from the bed - head

to the chimney with a light, which a little after va-

niſhed. Hereupon did fomething gufh from her

hip, or diffufe itfelf through her leg as a water, to

her great toe, where fhe found life rifing up; and

feeling it with her hand, fhe cries out, Lord

give me now again my feeling, which I have not

had for fo many years." And further, the conti-

nued crying and praying to the Lord according to

her weak meaſure.

24

Yet the continued that day, being Wedneſday,

and the next day Thurſday, as before, till evening

at fix o'clock ; at which time fhe fat at the fire

dreffing the food. Then there came as a ruſhing

noife in both her ears, with which it was faid to

her, " Stand, your walking is given you again ."

Then did the immediately ftand up, that had for fo

many years crept, and went to the door: her huf-

band meeting her, was exceedingly afraid, and drew

back. In the mean while, the cried out, " My

dear husband, I can walk again." The man think-

ing it was a fpirit, drew back, faying, You are

not my wife:" but his wife taking hold of him,

faid, " My dear husband, I am the felf fame that

bath been married these thirty years to you. The
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Almighty God hath made me to walk again." But

her husband being amazed, drew back to the fide

of the room, till at laft the clapt her arms about his

neck, and yet he doubted, and ſaid to his daugh-

ter: " Isthis your mother?" the anfwered, " Yes,

father, this is my mother indeed, I have feen her

walk alfo, before you came in." This perfon

dwells upon Princes ifland in Amfterdam. This

relation is attefted by many famous witneffes.

*

Account ofMother Jackfon's Witchcraft.

HIS ftory hath as much certainty with it as

THany human ſtory can have. The author

that writes it is a famous minifter of the gofpel, and

attefted by famous witneſſes . This woman was

arraigned and condemned at Newgate, for bewit-

ching one Mary Glover, a merchant's daughter in

Thames ftreet. One doctor Boncraft did inform

judge Anderſon, then Lord chief juſtice, that the

faid mother Jackfon was wronged, and that the

maid did counterfeit ; whereupon the Lord chief

juftice gave order to Sir John Crook, then recorder

of London, to make trial ofthemin his chamber at

the temple. The maid being fent for, came with.

her mother and divers of the neighbours; and a-

bout an hour after the witch was fent for, and was .

brought in diſguiſed like a country-market woman,.

with a mufflet hiding her face, and an old hat, and

a fhort cloak ſpattered with mire. When the en-

tered the chamber, the maid fuddenly fell down

3
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backward upon the floor, withher eyes drawn into:

her head, her tongue towards her throat, her mouth

drawn up to her ear,her body become ſtiffand fenfe.

lefs . Her lips being ſhut clofe, a plain and au-

dible voice came out ofher noftrils faying, " Hange

her, hang her." Then did the recorder cry for a

candle, and a sheet of paper, and held the paper

flaming to her hand, till her hand did blifter. The

blifter did break and water came out, which dropt

down upon the floor, the maid lying ftill fenfe-

lefs as a dead body, with the voice coming out of

her noftrils, faying, " Hang her, hang her." Then

the recorder called for a long pin, which he held

in the flame of the candle till it was very hot, and

thrust the head of it into her noftrils to fee if that

would make her fneeze, wink, or bend her brows,

or ftir her head, which ſhe did not, but lay ftill as

one dead and fenfelefs . Then I told the recorder

(faid my author) that I had often prayed with the

maid, and that when I did conclude with the Lord's

prayer, the maid as foon as I faid (" but deliver us

from evil,") was toft up, and fhaken as if a maf-

tiff dog fhould take a little cur into his mouth, and

fhake him . Then the recorder bad the witch fay

the Lord's prayer, which he did till fhe came to

thefe words, " But deliver us from evil," which the

fkipt over, and would by no means be brought to

fay them. Then they bad her rehearſe the articles

ofthe chriftian faith, which fhe did, till he came to

thefe words (our Lord) that . Jefus Chrift was our

Lord. I told the recorder alſo, that whenthemaid

was in her fenſeleſs and dead fits, ifthe witch did

but lay her hand upon her, fhe was toft and thrown

towards her. Thereupon the recorder caufed the

1
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maid to be taken up, and laid upon a bed, and

cloaths tobe laid upon her, efpecially her head, bei

caufe the fhould not fee nor hear. Then he made

figns to the women to ftand round about the bed,

and that the witch fhould ftand among them, and

that every one fhould lay hands upon her foftly,

which they did, and the maid did not ſtir, till the

witch laid her hand upon her : then all the cloaths

were thrown off, and the maid toft towards her.

Whereupon, the recorder, looking upon the witch,

faid, " Lord have mercy upon the woman," and

fent her to Newgate. Then as foon as the was

gone, the voice that came out of the maid's noftrils

ceafed, and the came to herſelf, and went home with

her mother.

About three weeks or a month after the witch

was condemned, the maid continued every fecond

day in moſt ſtrange and fearful fits and torments.

The recorder heating of it, did blame me and all

the miniſters of London; and told me, " That

we might all of us be ashamed to fee a child of

God in the claws of the devil, without any hopes

of deliverance, but by fuch means as God hath

appointed, viz. fafting and prayer..

Within few days after, it pleafed God to make

me an inftrument to draw five minifters, and other

good chriftians together, to fet a day apart, and to

join with me in that holy exercife , wherein we con-

tinued from morning till after candle lighting.

Then on a fudden, after a fearful conflict which

did much amaze fome, and caufed them to cry

with a confufedenoife, "Jefus fave, Jefus help,"

the maid did ftart out of a wand thair, where

î
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fhe fat, and with her ftrength did lift up me with

her. I kneeled behind her, and holding her in

my arms, fhe did throw white froth out of her

throat and mouth round about the chamber, and

on a fudden fell down into the chair, as one truly

dead, with her head hanging down into the chair,

her neck and arms limber and fupple, which be-

fore were ſtiff as a frozen thing ; then fuddenly

life came into her whole body, and her eyes which

were drawn into her head, and her tongue, which

was pulled into her throat, came into their right

places. Then he looked up with a chearful coun-

tenance round about the chamber, and with a

loud voice fpake, faying, "O he is come, he is

come, the Comforter is come, the Comforter is

come, I am delivered, I am delivered ." Her father

hearing thefe words, wept for joy, and with a

faltering voice, faid, " O thefe were her grand-

father's words, when he was at the ſtake, the fire

crackling about him" It feems he died a maryr in

queenMary'stime. Thenthe kneeleddown , and of-

fered a ſweet evening facrifice of thanks and praiſe

to God for her deliverance till her voice grew weak.

Then didthe minifter ſpeak to herto forbear, and let

one ofthem end the day with thankfgiving. And

in regard that I (faid the minifter) had begun the

day with prayer, the company defired me to make

an end with thankſgiving . This being done, care

was had of her, to put her to fome minister for a

year, left Satan fhould affault her again . And

by common conſent ſhe was put to me, and I took

her home to my own houfe, for being my fervant

for that time, and her mother and fifter, and lodg
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*
ed them at my houfe, in great Saint Helen's,

which then was my living. This relation was

publiſhed in the year 1642 by the minifter,

whoſe name is Lewis Hughes, and is yet to be

feen in print.

King Duff, the 78th King ofScotland, bewitched.

T

While

HOUGH this be well known to all who

read our Scots hiftories, yet it will not be a

mifs to infert it here, as in its own place, for their

fake, efpecially, who have not heard of it.

the king was about the fettling ofthe country, and

puniſhing the troublers of the peace, he began to

be fore afflicted in his body with a new and un-

heard of difeafe, no cauſes of his fickneſs appear.

ing in the leaſt. At length, after that feveral re

medies and cures were made uſe of to no purpofe,

a report is spread, the authors thereof being un

certain, that the king was brought to that fickneſs

and trouble by witches. The fufpicion arofe from

an unuſual ſweating he was under, his body pin-

ing and withering away by little and little, and

his ftrength failing day by day. And fince all

his phyficians had done their utmoft, and yet no

appearance of recovery, it was fuppofed his cafe

was extraordinary. Therefore all men being ve-

hemently intent upon the event, news came to the

court, that night- meetings were kept at Forres, a

town in Murray, for taking away the life of the

king. This was prefently received and believed
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for truth, becauſe no other thing did occur for

the prefent more probable. Whereupon truſty

and faithful men are prefently fent away to one

Donald, governor of the caftle there, in whom the

king had the greatest traft and confidence. This

་

man having gotten fome knowledge of the bufi

nefs from a certain young wench, whofe mother

was under a bad report ofbeing fkilful in this black

art, found out and difcovered the whole matter.

The young harlot is taken, becauſe he had fpoken

fome words rafhly anent the king's fickneſs, and

that within a fewdays his life would be at an end.

Some of the guard being fent, found the lafs's

mother with fome haggs, fuch as herſelf, roafting

before a ſmall moderate fire, the king's picture

made of wax. The defign of this horrid act was,

that as the wax by little and little did melt away,

ſo the king's body, by a continual fweating, might

at laft totally decay. The waxen image being

found and broken, and thoſe old haggs being pu

nifhed by death, the king did in that fame mas

ment recover.

"
W
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The Apparition of Edward Avon to his Son-in-law !

Thomas Goddard.

T

Homas Goddard of Marleburgh, in the coun

ty of Wilts, weaver, on the ninth of Novem-

ber 1674, going to Ogburn, at a ftile on the high-

way, about nine in the morning, met the appari-

tion of his father-in-law, one Edward Avon, of

this town, glover, having upon him, to appearance,

the fame cloaths, hat, ftockings and fhoes, he did

ufually wear when he was living, ftanding by, and

leaning over that ftile ; which when he came near,

the apparition fpake to him, with an audible voice,

thefe words, " Are you afraid ?". To which he an-

wered, " I am thinking on one who is dead, and

buried, whom you are like.” To which the appa

rition replied with the like voice, "I am he you

were thinking on ; I am Edward Avon your fa-

ther-in - law : Come near me, I will do you no

harm. To which Goddard anfwered, "I truft in

him that bought my foul with his precious blood,

you fhall do me no harm." ,Then the apparition

faid, "How ftand cafes at home?" Goddard

afked, " What cafes ?" Thenhe asked him,"How

do William and Mary?" Meaning, as he con--

ceived, his fon William Avon , a fhoe-maker here,

and Mary his daughter, the faid Goddard's wife.

Then it faid, " What? Taylor is dead ;" meaning,

as. he thought, one Taylor of London, who married:

his daughter Sarah ; which Taylor died at Michael
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mas laft. Then the apparition held out his hand,

and in it, as Goddard conceived , twenty or thirty

fhillings in filver, and then fpake with a loud voice,

"Take this money, and fend it to Sarah; for I

fhut up my bowels of compaffion towards her in

my life time, and now there is fomewhat for her."

And then ſaid, “ Mary (meaning the faid God

dard's wife, as he conceived) is troubled for me ;

but tell her, God hath fhewed mercy contrary to

my deferts." But the faid Goddard anſwered,

" Inthe name of Jefus I refufe all fuch money.

Then the apparition faid, " I perceive you are a❤

fraid, I will meet you fome other time." And

immediately it went up the lane to his appearance.

So he went over the fame ftile, but faw it no more

that day.

He faith, the next night about feven of the

clock, it came and opened his fhop windows, and

food in the like cloaths, looking him in his face,

but faid nothing to him. And the next night af

ter, as Goddard went forth into his backfide, with

a candle in his hand, it appeared to him again in

the fame ſhape, but be being in fear ran into his

houfe, and faw it no more then.

But he faith, that on Thurfday the 12th inftant,

as he came from Chilton, riding down the hill be-

tween the manor-houfe and Axford-farm field , he

faw fomewhat like ahare croffing his way, at which

his horfe frighted, threw him into the dirt, and as

foon as he could recover on his feet, the fame ap.

parition met him there again in the fame ha-

bit, and there ſtanding about eight feet before him:

in the way, ſpake again to him with a loud voice

A
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Source (a word he commonly used when living)

you have ftaid long," and ſaid to him, " Thomas,

bid William Avon take the fword that he had of

me, which is now in his houſe, and carry it into

the wood, as we go to Aiton, on the upper end of

the wood, by the way-fide, for with that fword I

did wrong thirty years ago, and he never profpered

fince he had that fword. And bid William Avon

give his fifter Sarah twenty fhillings which he re-

ceived of me. And do you talk with Edward Lau-

rence, for I borrowed twenty shillings of him feve

ral years ago, and did fay I had paid him, but I

did not pay it him; and I would defire you to pay

him twenty shillings out of the money which you

had from James Elliot at two payments . " Which

money the faid Goddard now faith was five pounds,"

which James Elliot a baker here owed the faid

Avon, on bond, and which he, the faid Goddard,

had received from the faid Elliot fince Michael-

mas, at two payments, viz. Thirty five fhillings

at one, and three pounds five fhillings at another

payment. And it further faid to him, "Tell

Margaret (meaning his own wife, as he conceived)

that I would defire her to deliver up the little mo

ney which I gave to little Sarah Taylor the child,

or any one the will truft for it : but if the

will not ſpeak to Edward Laurence to perfuade

her; then tell her that I will fee her very fud-

denly; and fee that this be done within a twelve

month and a day after my deceaſe, and peace be

with you." And fo it went away over the rails,

into the wood there, in the like manner as any

man would go over a ftile, to his apprehenfion, and
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fo he faw it no more at that time. And he

faith, that he paid the twenty fhillings to Edward

Laurence of this town, who being prefent, now

doth remember, he lent the faid Avon twenty fhil-

lings about twenty years ago, which none knew

but himſelf and his wife and Avon and his wife,

and was never paid it again before now by this

Goddard.

And this Goddard further fays, that this very

day, by Mr. Major's order, he with his brother-in-

law William Avon, went with his fword, and a-

bout nine o'clock this morning, they laid down.

the fword in the copfe, near the place the appariti»

on had appointed Goddard to carry it : and then

coming away thence, Goddard looking back, faw

the fame apparition again in the like habit as be-

fore; whereupon he called to his brother-in law,

and faid, "Here is the apparition of our father,"

who faid, "I fee nothing," then Goddard fell on

his knees, and faid, "Lord open his eyes that he

may fee it, if it be thy bleffed will." And the

apparition to Goddard's appearance, beckoned.

with his hand to come to it, and then Goddard

faid, " Inthe name of the Father, Son, and Holy

Ghoft, what would you have me to do?" Then .

the apparition faid to him, " Thomas, take up

the fword and follow me." To which it an-

fwered, "Thomas, do you take up the fword ;"

and fo he took it up and followed the appari-

tion about ten poles in length further into the

copfe, and then turning back, he ftood ftill a-

bout a pole and a half from it, his brother-in- law:

Raying behind at the place where they firft laid.

J
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down the fword ; then Goddard laying down
t

the fword upon the ground, faw fomething

ſtand by the apparition like a maſtiff dog of a

brown colour. Then the apparition coming to-

wards Goddard, he ftept back about two fteps.

And the apparition faid tohim, "I have à permif-

fion to you, and a commiffion, not to touch you ;"

and then it took up the fword, and went back

to the place, at which before it ftood, with a maf-

tiff dog by it as before, and pointed the top ofthe

fword into the ground, and faid, "In thi
place

lies buried the body of him whom I murdered in

the year 1635 , which is now rotten and turned

to duſt ." Whereupon Goddard faid, " I do ad-

jure you in the name of the Father, Son, and Ho-

ly Ghoft, when did you commit this murder?"

And it faid, "I took money from the man, and he

contended with me, and fo I murdered him."

Then Goddard afked him, who was confederate

with him in the faid murder? And he faid,

"None but myſelf was acceffary thereto." Then

Goddard faid, "What would you have me to do

in this thing?" And the apparition faid, " This

is, that the world may know that I murder-

ed a man, and buried him in this place in the

year 1635.

६

Then the apparition laid down the fword, on

the bare ground there, whereupon grew nothing,

but feemed to Goddard to be as a grave funkn;

and then the apparition running further into the

copfe, vanished, andhe faw it no more ; whereupon

Goddard and his brother-in-law, Avon, went a-

way together, leaving the fword there. Avon



542 WITCHES, GHOSTS,

told Goddard he heard his voice, and underſtood

what be faid, and heard other words diflinct from

his, but could not underſtand a word of it, norfaw

any apparition at all, which he now being preſent

affirmeth, and all, which the faid Goddard then

attefted under his hand, and affirmed he will

depone the fame, when he ſhall be thereto re-

quired.

Account of a Magician at Antwerp.

MR

R. Tindal, the firft tranflator of the bible.

into Engliſh after the reformation, being

at Antwerp, whilft the perfecution was hot in

England againſt the truth, he was told by fome

English merchants there, of a notable magician in

that place, whoſe uſe was at feaſts, or when they

uſed to meet at fupper, to bring to the table what-

ever wines or delicious fruit the company would

defire, and fet prefently before them, with other

amazing proofs ofthepowerofthe devil . Mr.Tindal

perceivingwhat afnarethismight betofome, defired,

that when they met together with him , he might

be prefent, without being known what he was.

After they were met and at table, this wretched

magician, after this manner, began to try his black

ait; but it would not do with him. For whilft

he had wearied himſelf in obferving his fpells,

charms and incantations ; and what the fartheſt

that helliſh ſkill and power could do, to fatisfy the

company, he was at laſt enforced to that confeffion

H
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before them all, which he fpake with great wrath

and anger, "That there was one in the company

that hindred his work, by reafon of whom he could

get nothing done at that time.”

ན

I may add to this a ftrange providence of God,

Mr John Craig, that was a minifter to king James

in Scotland, being, when he was a young man,

apprehended at Rome, for venting herefy, as

they called it, was fhut up in prifon . In the

mean time Paul IV. dies . The Banditti that

night broke up all the prifon doors, and fet at li-

berty all the priſoners. Mr. John Craig eſcapes,

with an intention to go to Bononia. But fearing

hurt there, he fet his mind towards Milan . When

he had travelled fome days, declining the high.

ways out offear, he came into a foreſt, a wild and

defert place, and, being fore wearied, lay down a-

mongfomebushes, atthe fide ofa littleriver, to refreſh

himself; he lay there penfive and full ofthought :

for neither knew he in what place he was, nor had

he means to carry him out of the way. In the

mean time there came a dog fawning upon him,

with a purfe in his teeth with money, and lays it

down before him; he ftrucken with fear rifes up:

but conftruing the fame to proceed from God's

favourable providence, he accepted of it, and

held on his way till he came to Vienna in Auf-

tria.
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Account of Hattaraick, an old Warlock.

THE

4

HIS man's name was Sandie Hunter, who

called himſelf Sandie Hamilton, and, it

feems, was called Hattaraick by the devil, and fø

by others, as a nick name. He was firſt a nolt-herd

inEast Lothianto a gentleman there. Hewas much

givento charming, and curing of men and beafts by

wordsandfpells. His charms fometimes fucceeded,

fometimes not. On a day herding his kine upon a

hill-fide in the fummer-time, the devil came to him

in the form of a mediciner, and faid, " Sandie,

you have too long followed my trade, and never

acknowledged me for your mafter; you must now

take on with me, and be my fervant, and I will

make you more perfect in your calling." Where-

upon the man gave up himfelf to the devil, and

received his mark, with this new name. After

this he grew very famous through the country,

for his charming, and curing of diſeaſes in men

and beafts, and turned a vagrant fellow, like a

jockie, gaining meal and fiefh, and money by his

charms ; fuch was the ignorance of many at that

time. Whatever houſe he came to, none durft

refuſe Hattaraick an alms , rather for his ill than

his good. One day he came to the yait of Samu-

elfton, when fome friends after dinner were going

to horſe. A young gentleman, brother to the la-

dy, feeing him, fwitched him about the ears, fay-

ing, "You warlock cairle, what have you to do

K
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here?" whereupon the fellow goes away grum.

bling, and was overheard fay, " You ſhall dear buy

this ere it be long." This was damnum minatum.

The young gentleman conveyed his friend a far

way off, and home that way again, where he fup-

ped. After fupper taking his horfe, and croffing

Tyne water to go home, he rides through a fhady

piece of a haugh, commonly called Allers, and the

evening being fomewhat dark, he met with fome

perfons there that begat a dreadful confternation

in him, which for the most part, he would never

reveal. This was malum fecutum. When he

came home, the fervants obferved terror and fear

in his countenance. The next day he became

diſtracted, and was bound for ſeveral days. His

fifter the lady Samueltown hearing of it, was heard

to fay, "Surely that knave, Hattaraick, is the cauſe

of his trouble, call for him in all hafte." When

he had come to her, " Sandie," fays fhe, "what

is this you have done to my brother William ?"

" I told him," fays he, " I fhould make him re-

pent his ftriking of me at the yait lately." She

giving the rogue fair words, and promifing

him his poke full of meal, with beef and cheeſe,

perfuaded the fellow to cure him again . He un-

dertook the bufinefs, "but I muft firft, fays he,

have one of his farks," which was foon gotten.

What pranks he played with it cannot be known.

But within a fhort while the gentleman recovered

his health . When Hattaraick came to receive his

wages, he told the lady, "Your brother William

fhall quickly go off the country, but ſhall never re-

turn .' She knowing the fellow's prophefies to

G
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hold true, caufed her brother to make a difpofiti .

on to her ofall his patrimony, to the defrauding

of his younger brother George. After that this

warlock had abuſed the country for a long time,

he was at laft apprehended at Dunbar, and

brought into Edinburgh, and burnt upon the

Caftle-hill.

I have inferted this ftory, which I had from the

gentleman's own brother, a thing well known at

that timethrough the country, not fo much for a

ny matter in it, as that it may be an occafion to

me to ſpeak a little of charms. The word charm

or incantation comes from the Latin word carmen,

fignifying a verſe, becauſe the Roman foothfayers

gave their charms in verſe. It is only a ſtrange

compoſure of words to blind the underſtanding of

people, pretending by virtue of words great mat-

ters may be brought to pafs. But words of them-

felves, either ſpoken or written, (as thefe charms)

have no force to bring any thing to pafs. It is on-

ly the power of almighty God. Charming is

much practifed by the Pope, and the Romish

church. Their whole forms of religion, both in

private and in public confifting of charms of all

forts. Pope Leo had a charm which he ſaid he

had from an angel, who thought that whofoe-

ver carried that charm in writ about him, and ſaid

every day three Pater Noſters, three Aves, and one

Creed, fhall not that day be conquered of his ene-

mies, nor be in other danger ghoftly or bodily,

but fhall be protected by theſe holy names of Jefus

Chrift, written with the four Evangelifts, and crof-

fes between them, as Jefus † Chriſtus + Meſ-
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It is ftill a com-
fas + Soter + Emmanuel, &c.

mon practice . among the Papifts, to carry charms

about them, to make them fhot free when they go

to war; as alfo hath been found by experience in

the late Irish wars, many of the idolatrous Irish

being found with charms in their pockets, com-

poſed bythe Popish clergy. They make their ho

ly water by charm or conjuration, thus, " I con-

jure thee, thou creature of water, in the name of

the Father, Son , and Holy Ghoft, that thou drive

the devil out of every corner of this church and

altar; fo that he remain not within our precincts,

which are just and holy." This is ufed in the de-

dication of their churches. Thus by holy, water

they not only conjure the devil from their churches,

but from dwelling - houfes,. from meat and drink,

from falt upon the table . They dedicate their

bells in fteeples, which have power to clear the air.

from devils. It it likewife a fort of charm which

many witches have, namely, to cut the row-antree

between the two Beltan days. If any man or wo,

man, horſe, or cow, fhall have a piece thereof.

upon them , no devil or fairy fhall have power to

meddle with them. An old woman whom I

read of, uſed this charm when he went to

bed...

ཚ་

:

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,

The bed be bleft that I lie on.

1)

7

Another old woman taught her neighboun this.

charm , when the butter would not churn..

G 2 སྙམ་ །།
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Come butter come,

Come butter come,

› Peter ftands at the gate.

Waiting for a butter-cake,

Come butter come.

THE

Account of the Witch of Calder.

HE famous witch of Calder is not to be al-

together paffed by. This horrible flave of

Satan was firſt fufpected by her neighbours, and

then her horrible witchcrafts were found to the

conviction of many, and direful experience of my

lord Torphichen's family.

She had a child died, which fhe gave to the

devil, not only the foul, but the corpfe without

burying.

She put an incantation upon the forefaid ho-

nourable lord's fon, fo that he was the terror as

well as the grief of the family. This child was in

a room with his fifters, he told them he knew

what was doing by others abfent ; the daughters

told their lady mother. I forbear to tell all I had

from eye and ear witneffes ; but this one I cannot

pafs. The fon was tormented extremely, and at

length his pedagogue fitting up with him one night,

and being fleepy, he faw a flafh of fire at the win-

dow: but thinking the child was afleep, continued

to watch more carefully; and, as he thought, in a

little time, the fame fire appeared at the window;

the child was awake in bed, and told him he had

a
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been at Torryburn in the time. This child was

feveral times taken away. He told the family

when he was to be taken away at other times ;

and fometimes, even then, though they waited

on him, he appeared to be lifted up in the air,

to be taken from them. This witch being taken

to cuftody, the then difcovered others who are all

dead.

She was examined by the miniſter of the pa-

rish, and ſeveral others ; but was brutishly igno-

rant, and ſcarce knew any thing but her witch-

craft. There was one day that this child was

waited on when he was to be taken away, they

kept the door and window clofe ; but a certain

perfon going to the door, was lifted in the air ;

but was catched by the heels and coat - tails, and

brought back.

There were many and dreadful things happened

to this child, which I forbear to mention, on ac

count of the honourable family, and that it is too

late, and in every body's head.

Whenthe witch was examined about the corpfe

of her child, fhe faid the corpfe was buried;

but the wright that made the coffin declared, that

fhe put nothing in the coffin but clouts. Then ſhe

faid, The child being long pined, and all the

flesh taken off by the fickneſs , it appeared but clouts ;

yet at length ſhe confeffed, that the gave the corpfe

as well as the foul to the devil, which he faid he

was to make a roaſt of. She with all her hellish

accomplicesdied in cuftody, after they had confeff

ed many amazing incantations, and horrible un-

heard of witchcrafts.

G. 3
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A

Surprising Dream ofan Arcadian.

J

S two Arcadians, intimate companions, were

travelling together, when they came to Me-

gara, one of them went to an inn, andthe other to

a friend's houſe. Both had fupped at their respec-

tive places, and were gone to bed ; when he, who

was at his friend's houfe, dreamt that his compa.

nion came to him, and begged for heaven's fake to

affift him, for the inn -keeper had contrived a way

to murder him. Frightened at firft out of his fleep,

he rofe up, but coming a little to himſelf, he

thought, upon recollection , no heed was to be giv.

en to the vision, and went quietly to bed again.

But he was no fooner got into his fecond fleep ,

but the fame vifion repeated its vifit, but the form

of its petition was quite altered . He befought him

that, fince he had not come to his affiftance , while

he was among the living, he would not fuffer his

death to go unrevenged : told him, that as foon as

he was murdered, he was toffed by the inn keeper

into a waggon, and had a little ftraw thrown over

his corpfe. He intreated him to be ready very ear-

ly at the door before the waggon went out oftown.

This dream it feems difturbed him very much, and

made him get up very early. He nicked the time,

and met with the waggoner juft at the door, and

afked him what he had in his cart. The fellow

run away frighted and confounded . The dead

body was pulled out of it, and the whole matter

92
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coming plainly to light, the inn - keeper ſuffered for

the crime. What is there one can call more

divine than a dream like this ?

+

{*{ *< *O *Q*Q*Q *{}*{ *Q ***O

TH

The Dream of Simonides.

HIS perfon, feeing a body thro vn dead upon

the shore, though a ftranger, caufed it to be

buried. Much about that time he had it in his

head to go on fhip board, but dreamt that he had

warning given him by the man interred, not to go;

that if he went, the ſhip would infallibly be caſt a

way. Upon this, Simonides returned, and every

foul ofthem that went on board was loft.

A

A wonderfulDream ofPreftantius.

**

CERTAIN gentleman, named Preftantius,

had been entreating a philofopher to folve

him a doubt, which the philofopher refufed to do.

The night following, although Preftantius was

broad awake, he faw the philofopher ſtanding full

before him, who explained his doubts to him, and

went away the moment after he had done. When

Preftantius met this philofopher next day, he aſks

him why, fince no intreaties could prevail with him

the day before to answer his queſtion, he came to

him unaſked, and at an unſeaſonable time of night,

and opened every point to his fatisfaction. To

G 4
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whom the philofopher , thus replied. Upon my

word it was not I that came to you, but in a dream

I thought my own felf that I was doing you fuch

a fervice.
6) ti sued or lliw did aw a disW

We

Strange Dream of Archbishop Abbot's Mother.

WH

HEN archbishop Abbot's mother (a poor

clothworker's wife in Guildford) was

with child ofhim, the longed for a Jack, and dreamt

that if the fhould eat a Jack, her fon in her belly

fhould be a great man. She arofe early the next

morning and went with her pail to the river fide

(which runs by the houſe, now an ale houſe) to

take up fome water, and in the water in the pail,

fhe found a good jack, which the dreffed, and eat

it all. Several of the beſt inhabitants of the town

were invited to the chriftening of the child; it was

bred up a ſcholar in the town, and, by degrees,

eame to be archbishop of Canterbury,

XX

Miraculous Prefervation of Dr. Hamey, by a

W

Dream.

HEN Doctor Hamey, one of the college.

of phyficians in London, being a young

嗓man, went to travel towards Padua, and coming

to Dover (with feveral others) he fhewed his paſs,

as the reft did, to the governour there. The go-

יח
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i

The packet-boat

was very clear)

There enfued

vernour told him, that he muft not go, but he muſt

keep him prifoner. The doctor defired to know

for what reafon ; and how he had tranfgreffed ?

Well, it was his will to have it fo.

hoifted fail in the evening (which

and the doctor's companions in it.

a terrible ftorm, the packet boat was loft, and all the

paffengers drowned. Next day the fad news was

brought to Dover. The doctor was unknown to

the governour, both by name and face; but the

night before, the governour had a perfect vifion in

a dream , of doctor Hamey who came to pafs over

to Calais, and that he had a warning to ftop him.

This the governour told the doctor the next day.

The doctor was a pious good man, and has feveral !

times related the ftory..

A Murder wonderfully diſcovered by a Dream.

IN 1690 , one in Ireland dreamt of a brother or

INnear relation of his (who lived at Amefbury in

Wiltshire) that he faw him riding on the Downs,

and that two thieves robbed and murdered him.

The dream awaked him; he fell asleep again, and

had the like dream . He wrote to his relation an

account of it, and defcribed the complexion, fta-

ture, and cloaths of the thieves, and adviſed him to

take care of himself. Not long after he had receive

ed this mo itory letter, he rode towards Salibu-

ry, and was robbed and murdered; and the two vil

GA
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lains were diſcovered by this letter, tried, executed,

and hung in chains on the road to London.

GLA

Surprising Dream ofGlaphyra.'

LAPHYRA, the daughter of king Archi- -

laus, after the death of hertwo firft hufbands,

(being married to a third, who was brother to her

first husband, and fo paffionately in love with her,

that he turned off his former wife, to make room

for this marriage) had a very odd kind of dream.

She fancied that the faw her firft hufband coming

towards her, and that ſhe embraced him with great

tenderneſs ; when, in the midſtof the pleaſure which

fhe expreffed at the fight of him, he reproached her

after the following manner; " Glaphyra, fays he,

thou haft made good the old faying, that women

are not to be truſted. Was not I the hufband of

thy virginity? Have I not children by thee? How

couldft thou forget our loves, fo far as to enter in-

to a fecond marriage, and after that into a third;

nay, to take for thy huſband a man who has fo

fhamelessly crept into the bed of his brother ?

However, for the fake of our paſt loves, I fhall'

free thee from thy prefent reproach, and make thee

mine for ever." Glaphyra told this dream to feve-

fal women of her acquaintance, and died foon

after.

A



AND HIGHLAND SEERS. 155

Remarkable Vifion of King James V.

ING James V , dreamed, that James Hamil-

KINton, (who was executed for high treaſon)

was running at him with his drawn fword ; and

that firſt he cut off his right arm, then his left,

and threatned fhortly to come and take away his

life ; and then diſappeared . When the king a-

woke in a fright ; and pondering about the event

of his dream, word was brought him, that both his

fons departed this life, almoft at one and the fame

time.

xxx
xxx

The Dream of St. Polycarp.

T. Polycarp bishop of Smyrna, a man eminent

for his great piety, learning and fanctity of

manners, when the perfecution growing hot at

Smyrna, the general cry was, away with the im-

pious, let Polycarp be fought for. The good man,

unmoved at the news, refolved to endure the brunt,

until his friends, knowing his importance and ufe-

fulneſs to the church, prevailed with him to turn

afide to a neighbouring village, where with a few

companions, he continued day and night in prayer,

earneftly interceding with heaven for the peace

and tranquillity of all the churches in the world :

three days before he was feized by thofe employed

G 6
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to hunt for him, falling in a trance at night, as he

was at prayer, he dreamed, that his pillow was on

fire, and was burnt to afhes, which, when he awake-

ned, he told his friends, and was a prophetic pre

fage that he fhould be burnt alive for the teftimony

of Chrift ; in the mean while his friends prevailed

further with him, to retire to another village, where

he was found out by the hunters, whom he might

have avoided, but did not chufe it, faying, the

Lord's will be done. He was immediately con-

ducted into the city, at the command of Herod .

the Trenarcha, or justice of the peace in that dif-

trict, who was his mortal enemy Being led to

the place of execution, a voice was heard from

heaven by many, faying, Polycarp , be strong, and

quit thyfelf like a man. Being brought before

the publick tribunal, where the proconful having

afked, if he was Polycarp, anſwered in the affirma·

tive; and, though feveral deaths and tortures were

named, it was agreed at length be fhould be burnt;

towards which the apparatus being prepared, he

was tied to a flake, but at his own defire, not nail-

ed; for he faid, he was endued with courageenough

to abide the fire without nailing. Whenthe pile

was lighted, the flames, how violent foever, in a

moft marvellous manner, formed themſelves in an

arch, fo as they did not touch or affect the body

of the dying martyr : which the cruelounrelenting

perfecutors obferving, ordered one preſent to diſ-

patch him with a fword, who having thrust him in

the fide, fuch abundance of blood iffued from the

wound, as extinguifhed the fire, Thoſe who are

curious to have this mournfultheme at more length,
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will find it, in all its circumftances, in Doctor

Cave's lives of the primitive fathers, from page

18th,
to page 22d, folio edition .

**********************

halt and sli Tw

Account of the Second Sighted Inhabitants of St.

san Kilda. y

B

DARBARA MPherfon, relict of the deceaft

Mr. Alexander M'Leod, late minifter of St.

Kilda, informed me, the natives of that ifland have

a particular kind of the fecond -fight, which is al-

ways a forerunner of their approaching end. Some

months before they ficken, they are haunted with

an apparition refembling themselves in all refpects,

as to their perfon, features or cloathing: This i-

mage (feemingly animated, ) walks with them in

the fields, in broad day-light ; and if they are em-

ployed in delving, harrowing, feed fowing, or any

other occupation, they are at the fame time mimick-

ed by this ghoftly vifitant. My informer added

A further, that having viſited a fick perfontofthe in-

habitants, fhe had the curiofity to enquire of him,

if at any time he had feen any refemblance of him-

felf, as above defcribed ? he anfwered in the affir-

mative, and told her, that to makefurther trial, as

he was going out of his houfe on a morning, he put

on ftraw-rope garters, instead of thofe he formerly

rufed, and having gone to the fields, his other felf

appeared in fuch gartersnsThe conclufion was, the

fick man died of that ailment ; and he no longer

queftioned the truth lofthofe remarkable prefages.
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Strange Inftance of the Second-Sight of Marion

Ghearr, a noted Seer.

D

ONALD M'Cafkill tenant in Glendale,

with whofe probity I am intimately acquain-

ted, informed me, That when he was a fervant to

Alexander M'Leod tackfman of Brucairre, one Do-

nald Martin, his fellow-fervant and companion in

the fame houfe, had got Katherine McLeod (fifter

to the landlord, ) with child ; and that, thereafter,

Marion Ghearr, a notable feer, coming into the

house at night, as fhe paffed a partition, fell on the

floor and fainted away; the people of the houſe

having taken care of her, enquired after the reco

vered, (as fhe was wont to fee the fécond- fight, ) if

fhe faw it at that time; fhe told fhe had ; and that,

as ſhe entered, the faw two corpfes ftretched to the

dales that flood in the partition, which gave her

fuch a fright as made her drop on the floor. Soon

thereafter the above Katherine M'Leod died in la-

bour, without being delivered , and thofe dales were

employed for her coffin.

S

Ε
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The Second Sight of Alexander M'Donald.

Α'

BOUT five o'clock at night, Alexander M

Donald and half a dozen more, all honeft

tenants, came into the change-houſe of Kilmore in

Slate, about a piftol fhot from the kirk, to take a

moderate refreſhment, it being in the month ofDe

cember, then cold frofty weather ; about an hour

after coming in, he accidentally went to the door,

which fronted to the kirk yard, faw, to his great

furpriſe, the whole kirk-yard was covered over with

men ; not only fo, but heard the confufed mur-

mur of their ſpeech, yet not fo as to diftinguish

word by word, or to understand any part thereof;

the moon was fo bright, that he diſcerned a croud

about the place of burial diftinétly, belonging to

the family of M'Donald, and the reft ofthe compa-

ny diſperſed in two's and three's over the whole

church-yard. After he had fufficiently fatisfied

his curiofity, he went into the change - houſe, and

told the company what he had feen, who immedi

ately fprung to the door, and had the fame fight

for the space of twelve minutes, and then it gradu.

ally vanished from their fight, they being ten in

number. The wife of the houſe, her daughter

and fervant, are ftill in life, who were of the num-

ber that faw this vifion ; and, it is obfervable, that

a month thereafter, the old lady M'Donald was

buried in the very fpot where they imagined to

have feen the throng of people.



TMA IHRTH

160 WIT HES, GHOST

Coeg oda

Remarkable Account of thefudden Death ofArchibald

McQueen.

N the year 1751 , Archibald M'Queen, fon to

IN
the deceaft reverend Mr. Archibald M'Queen

late miniſter of Snifort, leaving his father's houfe

on a Thursday morning, in the month of October,

went acroſs the hills of Troternith, to a place on

the eaft- fide called Rigg: in his way from thence

to Tottarome, about four in the afternoon , he was

taken with an apoplectic fit, of which he died on

the fpot, though within a piſtol - fhot of Mr. Nicol.

fon's houfe, who, by his profeffion is a phyfician,

and faw him drop, and ran in vain to his relief:

It was fo late, that it was deferred to fend word to

his father till day- break, as there was a hill of fix

miles between both villages : but that night, betwixt

the hours of eleven and twelve , after Mr. Archibald

and his fpoufe had gone to bed, they heard a là-

mentable noiſe about the houfe, as it were women

mourning , whereupon Mr. Archibald ordered péo-

ple immediately to look out what the matter was,

but they faw nothing, fo went to bed ; but no

foner were they laid down, than they heard the

fame lamentation and clapping of hands, which is

a Highland custom with women to exprefs their

grief for the lofs of near friends ; fo he ordered

two out again, who furrounded the hopfe, but faw

nothing : In twenty minutes thereafter, they heard

howling and lamentation a third time; on which

་
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the good-wife of the houfe, and her fifter, furroun.

ded the houfe, but faw nothing. The landlord

being a weak tender old man, about eighty years

of age ; the whole family flept no more; and a

bout eight o'clock in the morning, an expreſs arriv-

ed from Tottarome, acquainting them of Archibald

their fon's fudden death ; whereupon the whole

family were in an uproar of cries and lamentations;

fo that the former was a fure forerunner of the lat

ter. There are plenty of people ftill living to at-

teft theſe facts. {}

weld i

The Dream of Alexander M'Donald, warning him

of the Deftruction ofa Corn -field.

A

Lexander M'Donald of Kingsborough, (when

living in the poffeffion of Aird, in the re-

mote end of Trotternifh ), dreamed that he faw an

old reverend man come to him, defiring him to

get out of bed, and get his fervants together, and

make hafte to his corn, as his own whole cattle,

and his tenant's cattle alfo, had got out of the

fold, and were in the middle of a large field be-.

hind the house ; he awaked and told his wife, with

whom he confulted whether he would rife or not ;

but the telling him it was but a dream, and not

worth noticing, advifing him to lie ftill, which he

obeyed; but no fooner fell afleep, than the former

old man appeared to him, and feemed angry, by

telling Mr. M'Donald (then of Aird) , he the old
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man was very idle, in acquainting him of the lofs

he would or had by this time fuftained by his cat-

tle, and feemed not to heed what he ſaid, and fo

went off. Mr. M'Donald awaking the fecond

time, told this to his wife, and would be at rifing

in any event, but fhe would not allow him, and

ridiculed him for noticing the folly of a confuſed

dream , fo that, after attempting to get up, he

was, at his wife's perfuafion, prevailed upon to lie

down again ; and falling asleep, it being now near

break-of-day, the old gentleman appeared to him

the third time, with a frowning countenance, and

told him that he might now lie ftill, for the cattle

were now furfeited of his corn , were lying in it ; and

that it was for his welfare that he came to acquaint

him ſo often, as he was his grand uncle by the fa-

ther; and fo went off. He awaking in about an

hour thereafter, arofe and went out, and actually

found his own and his tenant's cattle lying in his

corn, after being tired of eating thereof; which

corn, when compriſed, the lofs amounted to eight

bolls of meal.
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Account of an Apparition to Colonel Ogilvie.

THE

HE reverend Mr. Ogilvie, one of the mi-

nifters of Aberdeen, relates, that colonel O-

gilvie, of his acquaintance, had given in too much

to the fashionable vices of the age, and having a

comrade ofthe fame turn , who, as well as he, quef-

tioned the being of a God, and the immortality

of the foul ; they entered into a compact, that, if

it was poffible for departed fouls to re-animate

their bodies, whoever of them died firft, fhould

appear to the furvivor. Thereafter, his friend

having gone abroad, and as the Colonel fat in his

chamber at home, he faw him enter, and arofe to

falute him ; but he put off the ceremony, faying,

he only came to acquaint him there was a God,

and that he was himſelf condemned ; upon which

he diſappeared : the Colonel having marked the

day, hour, month and year, found out, that his

friend dropt off the ftage preciſely at that time,

which fo reformed him, that he became and con

tinued remarkably pious all his days. I had this

relation from Mr. Niel M'Leod minifter in Mull,

who had it from Mr. Ogilvie minifter, andhe from

the Colonel, who appeared ready and fond to fatif-

fy any that inquired about it.
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B

Account of an Apparition to Mercatus.

Aronius giveth an example parallel to the a

bove, of Marcillinus Ficinus, who being in a

difpute with Michael Mercatus about the immorta-

lity of the foul, they agreed, by a folemn vow, that

whoever of them died firſt ſhould appear to his

friend, and gave him certain intelligence. It was

Ficinus his fate firft to die; and, not long after

this mutual refolution, he was punctual to his

promife : Mercatus being very intent on his ſtudies

in a morning, heard a horse riding by with all

fpeed, and obferved that he ſtopped at his window,

and then heard the voice of his friend Ficinus,

crying out aloud, O Michael ! Michael verafunt

illa, Thofe things are true: whereupon be 01

pened his window, and efpied Marcillinus on a

white fteed, called after him, but he vanished out

of his fight : he fent. inftantly to Florence to

know how Marcillinus did, and understood

that he died about that hour he called at his win

dow.

#
o

+

Nut Ou# bum nɛib I sd best
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Account of an Apparition to Jonathan Eaſton.

N the year 1745, Jonathan Eafton , living at

IN

*

Newport in Rhode ifland, having got a young

girl, fourteen years of age or thereby, of the na-

tives, in his fervice ; and ſometime thereafter, he

and his wife taking a jaunt into the country, left

the charge of his houſe to the ſaid young girl ; and

among other things a garduine of rum . An In-

dian girl that ſtaid in the family, had a paflion for

the rum, and made frequent demands onthe houfe-

keeper for fome of it ; but the not complying, the

Indian maid roſe up againſt her, broke her neck

and threw her body into a draw-well : Mr. Eafton

on his return miffing his houfe-keeper, afked ofthe

Indián maid about her ; who answered, That foon

after he went off the leftthe houfe, but did not re-

turn : about a month thereafter, as Mr. Eafton was

in bed, he faw an apparition between fleep and a-

wake, informing him, the Indian girl had murder-

ed his fervant and thrown her into the draw-well,

of which he at firft did not take notice ; but the

fcene being thrice repeated, he confidered there

might be fomething in it ; whereupon he called

one ofthe town council, and both going to the

well, found the body of the girl , and thereupon

feized the Indian maid, who immediately confeffed

the murder, for which ſhe was executed .
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Inftance of the Second Sight of an old Seer.

A

Young girl was contracted to a gentleman

in the Lewes, equal to her in birth and other

circumstances; yet a Seer that lived about the fa

mily, frequently told her, the fhould never be mar-

ried to that man ; and even upon the night when

the parfon who came on the place to join their

hands, the bride and bridegroom being compleatly

dreffed, and ready waiting to fulfil the ceremony,

the Seer perfifted in what he had fo often afferted.

In the mean time, the bride having ſtept out ofthe

room after night fell, fhe was met with by a gen-

tleman , at the head of twelve perfons, who carried

her to a boat hard by, and, conducting her to an.

ifland at fome diftance from the continent, waited.

there until they were married, and the Seer's pre-

diction fulfilled . I had this ftory told me by a

gentleman, one Donald M'Leod, lineally de-

fcended of the M'Leods of Lewes, a family now

extinct, but once a great antient and flourishing

family, defcended from the Norwegian kings, who

poffeffed the Isle ofMan, and the western Hebrides

for feveral centuries.
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The Dream ofLauchlan M'Kinnon.

Auchlan M'Kinnon of Corrichatachan, a per

fon ofknown candour, and unblemished mo-

rals, informed me, that, on a certain night he

dreamed, that he was at Miffinifh in Mull, and ob-

ferved that country had a more agreeable afpect

than uſual ; and that as he advanced to the manfi-

on houfe, he was met and coldly received by the

landlord, who having invited him in, they turned

into an apartment, in which there was a ſtanding-

bed, wherethe landlord all on a fudden, tumbled,

ftretched himſelf at his full length, and lay on his

back; and that immediately thereafter, the de-

ceafed Mr. Alexander Nicolfon of the Epifcopal

Clergy, appeared and ſeemed to whiſper Miffiniſh

fomething in his ear, and then went out of the

room. He told this dream in the morning to his

ſpouſe, and within a few days, as they were fitting

down to dinner, a courier prefented him with a

packet of letters, fealed with black wax ; upon

which he retired, and having opened the letters ,

found Miffinith departed this life the very night

he had the above dream; and, having gone

to the interment, on his arrival, and entering

the houſe, found the corpfe laid in that bed

and room he had dreamed of but a few days

before.
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Surprifing Second-Sight of Lord Bruce.

TH

HE unfortunate lord Bruce, faw diftinctly

the figure or impreffion of a mort head, on

the looking-glaſs in his chamber, that very mor

ning he fet out for the fatal place of rendezvous,

where he loft his life in a duel ; and afked offome

that ſtood by him, if they obferved that ſtrange ap-

pearance? Which they anſwered in the negative.

His remains were interred at Bergen-op - Zoon, o-

ver which a monument was erected, with the em

blem ofa looking-glafs impreffed with a mort head,

to perpetuate the furprifing reprefentation which

ſeemed to indicate his approaching untimely end.

I had this narration from a field-officer, whoſe ho•

nour and candour is beyond fufpicion, as he had

it himſelf from general Steuart in the Dutch fer-

ice. The monument ſtood intire for a long time,

until it was partly defaced,when that ſtrong place was

reduced by the weakneſs or treachery of Cronſtrom

the governor.
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Dream, &c. of Mrs. Anderfon.

RS. Anderſon relates , that, in fpring 1751 ,

as the lay awake in her bed in Kilmuir

(the reft of the family being all aſleep ) , ſhe heard

a great noiſe behind the partition of deals that was

clofe to her bed head ; the imagined that part of

the wall of the houſe had fallen, called to her fon

to get up, and go out to fee if the wall was fallen ;

which he declining, fhe, in a few minutes, went

out, viewed the wall which flood firm , and fo dif-

appointed her expectation. Same night Florence

Beaton: her fervant maid, dreamed, that Donald'

M'Cafkill prefent beadle, their door - neighbour,

carried a large white mutton into his own' houfe,

and hung it up. About fun-rife that morning,

John McLeod of Drynoch, and his fervant, com-

ing from Dunvegan, went bythe end ofthe houſe,

about the fixth part of an Engliſh mile in the fight

of the houſes, the fervant fhot himſelfaccidentally

with his maſter's fufee ; his corpfe was carried by

Donald M'Cafkill and others, into his own houfe:

the gun and wallet he carried were laid at the par-

tition in Mrs. Anderfon's, and the deal where the

heard most of the noife, was taken down, and the

corpfe laid thereon ; thus both the noife and

dream had their completion in three or four

hours.

H
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Inftance of the Second- Sight of Alexander M'Leod.

A

Lexander M'Leod of Lofgander being at Uin.

niſh, and on the fhore, when Lofgander

was fending a boat and crew, to ferry cows from

the fmall ifles of Uinnish, one Murdoch M'Far-

lane, obtained leave from his mafter not to go as

one of the crew ; and when he had left the boat,

and came to the place where the declarant ftood,

he faid, he repented not to have gone with the

reft; the relater faid to him he might go yet, at

which he ran as faſt as he could, and, as the boat

was just going from the rock, he gave a ſpring to

get into her; got his breaſt on the gunwale of the

boat, but his feet funk into the fea a little above

the ancles ; and as he was heaving up his feet to

get them into the boat, the declarant faw his two

foles as red as blood, and faid to the by- ftanders,

that fome accident would happen before their re-

turn by what he had ſeen, which he told publicly.

John M'Leod, one of the crew, in their way home,

from the ifles the faid day, was wounded by one of

the cows horns in the boat : The Seer, when they

came on fhore , faw this man now covered over

with real blood. He fevered and died of the faid

wound in a very fhort time. And this was the

fecond and laſt time that he ſaw the Second - Sight :

Which had its completion the fame day it appear-

ed to his imagination .
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The Second-Sight ofJohn and Duncan Campbell.

Ohn Campbell younger of Ardflignifh, in Ard

Johnamorchuann, in the year 1729 , returning

home with Duncan Campbell his brother, fince

deceaſed, as they drew near the houfe, in a plain

furrounded with buthes of wood, where they in

tended to difcharge their fufees at a mark, obferv-

ed a young girl, whom they knew to be one of

their domeftics, croffing the plain , and having call-

ed her by name, fhe did not anſwer, but ran into

the thicket. As the two brothers had been fome

days from home, and willing to know what hap-

pened in their abfence , the youngeft, John, pur-

fued after, but could not find her. Immediately,

as they arrived at home, having acquainted their

mother, they faw the faid girl ; and called after

her, but the avoided their fearch, and would not

fpeak to them: Upon which they were told, ſhe

departed this life that fame day. I had this rela-

tion from James Campbell in Girgadale, a young

man of known modeſty and candour , who had the

ftory at ſeveral times from the faid John Camp-

bell.

H 2
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The Second-Sight of Archibald M'Lean.

H

AVING frequently had occafionto converfe

with the late reverend Mr. Donald M'Leod,

minifter of the gofpel, anent the Second Sight, I

could not, with all my philofophy, the force of my

arguments, or from any inftances which give cre

dit to that kind of prediction, convince him there

was any troth in them ; but he always infifted thoſe

feeming intimations were the pure offspring of ig-

norance or enthufiaftic credulity; and always ad-

vanced, we were to trust to a more fure word of

prophecy, as if he had believed that revelation by

dreams and vifions was entirely ceafed, and yet

this perfon, who in all other refpects was, more

than moſt of men, (without being divinely infpir-

ed) remarkable for extenfive benevolence and fanc-

tity of manners ; God was pleaſed to make him an

example of, to fhew that the infinite God is not to

be limited in his all-wife operations, by the erring

confined conceptions of human underftanding: for,

about a fortnight before he departed this life, one

Archibald M'Lean his fervant, (who had never

before feen the Second Sight) , as he was going in,

under night, to a room in the cloſet, before he en-

tered, faw, through a chink in the leaf, that cham-

ber illuminated with an extraordinary blaze of

light, and, having entered, faw a corpfe, ftretched

on a deal that ftood in the room, dreffed up in his

winding-fheet; which having told next day among



AND HIGHLAND SEERS. 173

his fellow-fervants, the minifter at length was in-

formed of it, who having called for the Seer, and

examined him on what he had feen, he owned and

affirmed the fcene for truth ; upon which the mi-

nifter faid he did not believe it, though he never

knew him beforeto have told a lie. The miſtreſs

of the houfe being prefent, in order to expofe the

vanity of the Second Sight, refolved to employ

that deal in fome immediate ufe, and ordered it

to be laid aside ; but before that was done, the

minifter fevered, of which he died in fix days, and

that very deal was laid under his corpfe . after

it was wafhen: Of all which I was informed by

the Seer himself, by the relict, and the defunct's

brother.

The Second-Sight of Katherine M'Lean.

MR

R. Donald M'Leod , late miniſter of Diurin-

ith, having waited on the mistress of Uin-

nifh , to give her the account ofher brother's death,

who was killed at the fiege of Quebec, the diftreffed

fifter for fome time abandoned herſelf to the moſt

violent pangs ofgrief; and as he was then inca-

pable of receiving any relief from his ghoftly ad-

monitions, he thought proper to leave her to her-

felf for fome time; and foon thereafter, as he re-

turned up ftairs, one Katherine M'Lean, a notable

woman Seer, faw him from head to foot covered in

his fhroud, and told it the fame inftant toMaryAn-

derfon, a young woman in the family, and in com-

H 3
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pany with her; adding to the difcovery, that as

Mr. Donald had given the mournful tidings to the

miſtreſs, which had bathed her fo much in tears,

ere long his own death would very much augment

her affliction , and be the ſubject of univerſal grief

to all his parishioners ; but withal defired the

young woman not to ſpeak to any perfon of what

the had told her, until the event had juftified

the prediction ; which happened in fifteen days

thereafter. I had this narration from Mr. An-

derfon, who had it from his daughter and the

Seer.

**0000000000000000

IN

The Second-Sight of Lauchlane M'Culloch.

the year 1744, Lauchlane M'Culloch, then

fervant to Alexander M'Donald of Gearry-

Dhonil, in Bein - Bicula, coming out of his mafter's

houfe under night, before he had gone many paces,

there appeared to him, at no great diſtance, a pro-

mifcuous heap of red- coats, and Highland-men, on

the path that led to the houſe, which fight ſo fright-

ed him, that in the hurry he was in to get back to

the houſe, he ftruck his fhin againſt a ſtone to the

effufion ofhis blood ; and immediately, as ſoon as

he entered, told what he had feen to his fellow-

fervants. In 1746, captain Ferguſon, who com-

manded the Furnace floop of war, at the head of a

corps ofthe troops, and Argyle militia, cameto Gear-

ry Dhonil's houfe, which gave an opportunity to

all that were in the family to fee them really, as
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T

M'Culloch had feen them about two years before,

bythe fecond- fight. I had this relation from Al

exanderM'Donald, fon to the above Gearry- Dhonil;

a good fenfible, modeft young man, who acknow-

leged to me, that M'Culloch owned to have feen

the fight as it came to paſs .

N

The Second Sight of Neil Betton.

EIL Betton, a fober judicious perfon, and

elder in the feffion of Diurinifh, informed

me, as he had it from the deceaſed Mr. Kenneth

Betton, late minifter in Trotternifh, that a farmer

in the village of Airaidh, on the weft fide of the

country, being towards evening to quit his work,

he obſerved a traveller coming towards him, as he

ſtood cloſe to the high- way; and, as he knew the

man, waited his coming up ; but when he began to

fpeak with him, the traveller broke offthe road ab-

ruptly, to the fhore that was hard by ; which, how

foon he entered, he gave a loud cry ; and, having

proceeded on the ſhore , gave another loud cry at the

middle of it , and fo went on, until he came to a ri-

ver, running through the middle of it, which he no

fooner entered than he gave a third cry, and then

faw him no more. Onthe farmer's coming home,

he told all what he had heard and feen to thofe of

his houfhold ; fo the ftory fpread, until from hand

to hand it came to the perfon's own knowledge,

who, having feen the farmer afterwards, enquired

of him narrowly about it ; who owned and told

H 4
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the whole as above. In less than a year thereaf

ter, the fame man, going with two more to cut

wattling for creels, in Coille- na- Skiddil, he and they

were drowned in the river where he heard him give

the laft cry.

The breaking of a Man's Leg foretold by an old

I

Seers

N the year 1723, or 1724, there lived in the

ifland of Ifla, Angus M'Millan, an honest con-

fcientious countryfarmer, in good efteemwith all his

acquaintance . He, and my informer, happened

to meet on a day at Mr. Donald Campbell's houſe

(M'Millan's landlord) ; Mr. Campbell upbraided

him (in joke) with the name of Seer, &c. He

made him anfwer, that, though he was not ofthat

tribe, he ought not tojeft for his diverfion on fuch

a ſerious ſubject ; however, he could tell him of an

event which was to happen that fame day in which

he was the principal perfon concerned ; and then

told him, in prefence of the company, he would

break his leg before he arrived at Sunderland's, a-

bout a mile's diſtance. Mrs. Campbell hearing

this prophecy, defired Mr. Campbell to ſtay at

home for this day ; but he laughed at her creduli-

ty, caufed herto bring him a dram to drink to the

Seer, and immediately took his horfe (that ſtood

faddled at the door) ; M'Millan and my informer

following on foot, found him fprawling on the

fand , and his leg broken, by a fall of horſe and
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rider: whereupon they laid him on a bier brought

from the church, and carried him with the help of

others to Sunderland's houfe, where a doctor being

accidentally, ſet the leg ; my informer, (a perſon

of great candour) and M'Millan himſelf aſhſting

at the operation.

A

The Death of Matthew Lairdforetold.

T Rapho, ten miles fouth- weft from Lon-

donderry, lived James Laird merchant, and

Mary Henderſon his wife, a virtuous and pious

gentlewoman. To them were born three fons,

Matthew, Francis, and John : The father employ-

ing himſelf in the buſineſs of his merchandize, in-

truſted the education ofthe children (for most part)

to the mother: In this charge fhe fo well fucceed-

ed, that he brought up the two eldeft for the mi-

niftry. About the year 1701 , or 1702 , begin-

ning of winter, fhe fent Matthew the eldeft, for

his last year, to ſtudy divinity at Glaſgow. Some

few days after he left Rapho, as fhe and her fervant-

maid were fitting by the fire-fide, after the reſt of

the family were gone to bed, the night being ftor.

my, the good woman fmoaking her pipe ; all on

a fudden the and her maid heard feveral doleful

loud cries, the first loudeft, the reft by degrees

turning lower and lower : At the very firſt cry,

the motherthrew the pipe away, clapping herhands,

and cried with a loud voice, Yon is the cry of my

Matthew, and this night he is drowned ! She im-

H S
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mediately lighted a candle, got the key of his ftu

dy; fhe and the maid went in, and found every

thing in the fame order her fon had left them . Up-

on their return to the houfe, her weeping and la

mentation alarmed the reft of the family; and the

telling them what he had heard, all of them

fpent the remainder of that night in tears. And

foon thereafter, to their inexpreflible grief, were

confirmed in the mother's fufpicion of what the

feared from fo extraordinary a prefage. My

informer heard the above relation frequently

from her own mouth (being a ſchool-boy in the

faid Rapho, fome few years after the thing hap-

pened).

XXX

K

Surprising Dream of Kenneth Moriſon .

Enneth Morifon, of good reputation with his

co-temporaries, then living at Glendale,

had a revelation in a dream, as follows : A perfon

informed him in fleep, that if he fhould repair to

the kirk of Killchoan , and look out at the eaſt win-

dow, he might fee at the diſtance of two pair of

butts, in a direct line eastward, a ftone larger than

any near it in that direction ; upon removing of

which, he would find filver, which had been hid

under it: And accordingly he loft no time, but

went the next day to take his obfervation as he

was directed ; and, having found out the ftone, was

not diſappointed , as it overlay a heap of filver un-

der it of different fize, coinage and value : A part
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of which was not then of the common currency.

I had formerly this ſtory given me for certain :

But the above nartation was lately confirmed

to me by Alexander Morifon an elder in the

parish of Diurinnish , and grandchild to the

faid Kenneth, who had it delivered to him

from doctor Donald Morifon his own father,.

in fubftance the fame with what is already men-

tioned.

米米米米

The Second-Sight of Mr. Sinclair.

N the year 1756, Richard Sinclair, thenmerchant

INin the town of Thurfo, returning at even home

with his fervant, as they came to the river cloſe by

the town, found it was fwelled by a fall of rain,

and much increaſed by the tide, which was in : the

latter feemed averfe to ford, which his maſter ob-

ferving, lighted and gave him his own horſe, and

mounted his fervant's horfe, with which having

entered the river, was foon carried by the flood out

of his faddle, and was drowned. His wife know-

ing nothing then of the matter, as he was going

from one room to another in her own houſe, ſaw

Mr. Sinclair go up the ftair to his own room , and

called to a fervant - maid to bring him a candle and

make up a fire ; but after the fervant had brought

the light in great hafte, found no perfon within ..

In less than an hour the noife went through the

town, that the gentleman was drowned. I had

this account from a perfon that came to the

H. 6
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town next day, where the fecond fight of the

preceeding night was the common topic of conver-

fation .

The Second Sight of John M'Lean.

OHN M'Lean of Knock, an elderly reputable

JOHgentleman, living on their eftate, as he walked

in the fields before fun fet, he faw a neighbouring

perfon, who had been fick a long time, coming that

way, accompanied with another man; and, as they

drew near, he aſked them ſome queſtions, and how

far they intended to go ? The firſt anſwered, they

were to travel forward to a village he named, and

then purſued his journey with a more than ordi-

nary pace : Next day early in the morning, he

was invited to his neighbour's interment, which

furpriſed him much, as he had feen and ſpoke with

him the evening before ; but was told by the meſ-

fenger that came for him, the deceaſed perſon had

been confined to his bed for feven weeks, and

that he departed this life a little before fun fet,

much about the time he faw him in a viſion the

preceeding day.
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Tel :

The Second Sight of the Duke de Sully.

HE Duke de Sully mentions in his memoirs,

THThat as he was at night fortifying the caftle

of Paffy, he faw diftinctly two armies in the air;

and that, the next morning, as he was reflecting

on the fame furprizing appearance, he had a letter

from Henry VI. then King of Navarre, acquaint-

ing him, That the Duke de Main's army being

joined with the Spaniards, was ready to give him

battle, which happened the day following at Ivory;

as may be feen at more length in the faid memoirs,

page 353. It is true he fays, " Je ne fcay fi il eft

realité ou illufion ." But Dovilas, who wrote the

history ofthofe times, is more exprefs, and defcribes

the phænomenon, Livre 11 , in all the frightful cir-

cumſtances that attended it, as feen by the whole

army.

The Second Sight of the Emperor Vefpafian.

THE

HE Emperor Veſpaſian, ſeized with a paſſion

for vifiting the refidence of the deity Sera-

pis at Alexandria, to confult him about the ſtate

and fortune of the empire, commanded all men to

retire from the temple, and then entered himſelf:

While he was intent on contemplating the image.

of the deity, he perceived behind him one of the
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grandees of Egypt, named Bafilides, whomhe knew

then to be feveral days journey diſtant from Alex-

andria, and confined by fickneſs : He examined the

priefts, Whether Bafilides had that day entered the

temple ? And aſked fuch as he met, whether he had

been ſeen in the city? Which they all denied.

Then, by horſemen purpoſely diſpatched, he fully

learnt, that he was at that inſtant eighty miles from

thence; and then he underſtood the viſion to be di-

vine ; and from the name of Bafilides inferred an

effectual anſwer. If any are curious for a further

detail, he will find it at more length in Tacitus,.

from page 270 to page 273 , in Vol. 6. of. Gor-

don's tranflation , Lib. 4.

**

Wonderful Prodigies before the Deſtruction of Fe-

BE

rufalem.

EFORE the total deftruction of Jerufalem,.

under the conduct of Titus the fon of Vef

paſian, many prodigies were feen in the air, city,

and temple, all portending the utter ruin of that

famous miftrefs ofthe Eaft, conformableto our Savi-

our's prediction ; fuch as a comet hung over-it for

a whole year, in the figure of a fword ; a wonder.

ful light about the altar, a little before the revolt,

at the ninth hour of the night, and continued for

the space of half an hour as bright as day. Upon

the celebration of the Pafchal feaft, at the fame fe-

ſtival, a cow was delivered of a lamb in the mid-

dle of the temple ; and the caftern gate of the in-
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1

ner temple, all made of folid brafs, and fo heavy

that it was as much as twenty men could do to shut,

befides that it was faftenéd with iron bolts and bars,

mortifed into a huge threshold of one entire ftone,

about the fixth hour opened of itſelf.

Some time after the feſtival was over, in the

month Artemifius, there were feen by many up and

down the air, before fun-fet, chariots and armed

men all over the country, paffing along with the

clouds, round about the city : And what is equal-

ly, if not more wonderful, four years before the

war commenced, when the city was in profound -

peace, and flowing in plenty, one Jefus, a plain

country fellow, coming to the feaft of tabernacles,

broke out in a fudden into this exclamation , " A

voice from the eaft, a voice from the weft, a voice.

to Jerufalem, people and temple, &c." And this

was his cry, day and night, in all places and thro'

every ſtreet. Upon this behaviour, being brought

before Albinus the governor of Judea, he was fe

verely lafhed, which he bore without tears or fup-

plication : After his bad ufage, he kept filent until

the war broke out, and then he tookthe tour of the

wall once again , crying out with a ſtronger voice

than ordinary, " Woe to this city, temple, and

people; concluding, woe to myfelf;" and at that

inftant was taken off, or beat down by a ſtone from

an engine.



184 WITCHES, GHOSTS,

The Second Sight of an Inhabitant of the Town of

Killdonan.

HE following account is known to the whole

THEinhabitants of the island of Eigg, lying in

the latitude of 56 d. 20 m. north ; longitude 14

degrees . There was a tenant in this ifland, that

was a native, a follower of the captain of Clanra.

nald, that lived in a town called Killdonan , in the

year of God 168 5, who told publickly to the whole

inhabitants, upon the Lord's day, after divine fer-

vice, by father O'Rain, then prieft of that place,

That they should all flit out of that ifle, and plant

themſelves fomewhere elfe, becauſe that people of

frange and different habits and arms were to come

to the ifle, and to use all acts of hoftility, as killing,

burning, tirling, and deforcing of women ; finally,

to diſcharge all that the hands of an enemy could

do, but what they were, or whence they came, he

could not tell . At the first there was no regard

had to his words, but frequently thereafter he beg-

ged of them to notice what he ſaid, otherwife they

fhould repent it when they could not help it, which

took fuch an impreffion upon fome of his near ac

quaintance, as that feveral of them tranfported

themſelves and their families, even then, fome to

the isle of Cannay, fome to the ifle of Rum, four-

teen days before the enemy came thither, under the

command of one Major Ferguſon and Captain Pot-

tinger, whilſt there was no word of their coming,

་
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er any fear of them conceived. In the month of

June 1689 this man fell fick, and father O'Rain

came to fee him, in order to give him the benefit

of abfolution and extreme unction, attended with

feveral of the inhabitants of the ifle, who, inthe first

place, narrowly queftioned him before fome of his

friends, and begged him to recant his former folly,

and his vain prediction ; to whom he anſwered,

That they should find very ſhortly the truth of what

he had ſpoken, and fo he died. And within four-

teen or fifteen days thereafter, I was eye-witness

(being then a prifoner with Captain Pottinger) to

the truth of what he did foretel ; and being before-

hand well inftructed of all that he faid, I did ad-

mire to fee it particularly verified ; eſpecially that

of the different habits and arms, fome being clad

with red coats , fome with white coats and grena-

dier caps, fome armed with fword and pike, and

fome with fword and mufket.

Anoble Peer wonderfully preferved by a Gentleman's

Second-Sight.

Α '

Noble peer of this nation, being one morn-

ing in his bed - chamber, and attended by

feveral perfons, when his fervant had put a new

coat upon his lord, a gentleman ftanding by, pre-

fently cried out, For God's fake, my lord, put off

that coat and being afked the reafon ? He replied,

That he faw a whinger or poniard ſtick in the breaſt

of it. The noble peer efteeming this as a meer
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fancy, replied, This coat was honeftly come by, and

Ifee no reaſon why I may not wear it. The gentle-

man ftill intreated, and earnestly craved that it

might be put off; upon which debate the noble

peer's lady not being far off, came in, and being.

informed of the whole affair, intreated her lord to

comply with the gentleman's defire ; which he did;

mean time one of the fervants ftanding by, defired

the lady to give it him , and he would wear it ;.

fhe granted his requeft ; who put it on, and ere

night he was ſtabbed by a poniard in that very place

which the gentleman had pointed to in the morn‣

ing. This relation I had from a very ingenious

and underſtanding gentleman,who was grand-child

to the faid noble peer.

abca

Surprizing Inftance ofthe Second Sight at Berwick.

upon Tweed.

OME years fince as a woman was buying

SOMEfiſh at the foot of Hyde-Hill , Berwick, the

fish woman began to tremble in a violent manner;

upon which the woman who was buying, afked,

What ail cher? The fifh- woman replied, If you

faw what I do juſt now, you would be as terrified

as I am. I fee nothing, fays the other, but a man

riding up the hill in his cart.-- -He is, indeed,

in his cart, anſwered the fish-woman, but juft after

him there is a black coffin .

The woman who was buying the fiſh told the a-

bove to a gentlewoman at twelve o'clock in the fore
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- noon, and about fix o'clock in the evening, the man

fell from his cart, and was killed .

IN

Dreadful End of an Old Witch.

N a treatife called Speculum Hiftoriæ, we have

this ftrange relation : An old witch who had

been veryfamous in her time for her inchantments,

kept a jackdaw, which at a certain time ſpoke ; at

which the woman let fall her knife as he was at

dinner, and grew extreme pale , and at length after

many fighs and groans, the broke forth into thefe

words, This day my plough is come to its laft pe-

riod, and I fhall certainly fuffer fome great evil :

Whilft the thus fpoke, a meffenger brought word

that her fon was dead ; upon which news fhe im-

mediately fell fick ; and fending for her other two.

children, who were a monk, and a nun, fhe with

abundance of tears fpake thus to them, I have by

my wretched fate followed witchcraft thefe many

years, and have given myſelf body and foul to the

devil, who, as he was the author of this my wick-

edneſs, by perfuading me to it, fo he will likewiſe

be the puniſher thereof, I defire you therefore that

you would not ceafe to pray for me while I am a-

live, for I doubt the deftruction of my foul is ir

recoverable : you fhall alfo few up my body in a

buck-fkin, and put it into a ftone coffin , making

faft the top with lead, and befides you fhall bind

it with three great chains, and if I lie fecurely three

days, the fourth you fhall bury me : moreover, let
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there be fung and faid for me pfalms and prayers,

for fifty nights. All theſe things her two children

performed, but it prevailed nothing, for the firſt

two nights when the monks began to fing hymns

about the body, the devils opened the church doors,

which were thut with a great bar, and broke two

chains, but the middlemoft remained whole ; the

third night the noife of thefe dæmons, who came

to fetch the body, was fo great that the very foun-

dation of the church was shaken : but one devil

more terrible in ſhape than the reſt, broke open the

door, and went toward the coffin, commanding the

body to arife, which anſwered , It could not for the

chain. Thou fhalt be delivered (replied he) from

that hindrance; and going to the coffin, he broke

the chain, and with his foot thrust off the cover-

ing, then taking the woman by the hand, he led

her out of the church, in the prefence ofthem all,

to the door, where ftood a black horfe ready, and

proudly neighing, upon which the woman was

placed, and all the company of devils went away

with her through the air, their noife being fo great,

that the inhabitants thereabouts were no lefs afto-

nished than the beholders ..
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Bladud deceived by the Devil.

BL
AD
ULADUD the fon of Lud, king of Britain

(now called England) who, as our hiftories

report, built the city of Bath, and likewife made

the Baths therein ; this king addicted himſelf fo

much to the devilish art of necromancy, that he

wrought wonders thereby, infomuch that he made

himſelf wings, and attempted to fly ( as is related of

Dedalus) but the devil, who was always a deceiv-

er, forfook him in his flight, fo that he fell down

and broke his neck.

F

Account of Lyodor, a Magician'.

AZELUS writes , that a certain Sicilian , cal-

led Lyodor, a most notorious magician , got

himſelf great repute in the city of Catania, by his

wonderful illufions, for he feemed by the extraor-

dinary working of his charms and fpells, to trans-

form men into brute beaſts , and to beſtow upon all

things elfe fuch form and likeneſs as himſelf pleaf-

ed ; and by general report, he drew to him, as foon,

and as eaſily, perſons that were diftant from thence

many days journey, as thoſe that were in the fame

place ; he did alſo many injuries and ſhameful out-

rages to the citizens of Catania, fo that the com-

mon people, bewitched with a fearful and falfe 0-
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pinion, fell to worshipping of him; and when for

his wicked deeds he was condemned to die, he, by

virtue of his charms, efcaped out of the hangman's

hands, caufing himſelf to be carried in the air by

devils from Catania to Conftantinople, and after that

brought back again from thence into Sicilia : this

made him admired of all the people, who imagin-

ing the divine power was laid up in him, they ran

into an horrible error, offering him divine honour :

but at laft Leo, biſhop of Catania, infpired with a

fudden zeal, laid hands on this devilish magician

in an open place before all the people, and caufed

him to be caft alive into an hot burning furnace,

where he was confumed to aſhes.

TH

Account of John Fauftus .

HERE was within the memory of our fathers

(faith Camerarius) John Fauftus of Cundli-

gon, a German, who had learned the black art at

Cracovia inPoland, he meeting one day at the table

with fome who had heard much of his magical

tricks, was earneftly entreated by the company to

fhowthem fome fport, and being overcome in the

end bythe importunity of his pot - companions,who

were alfo well armed in the head, promifed to fhew

them whatfoever they would have ; they, with a ge-

neral confent, require him to bring into the place

a vine laden with ripe grapes, ready to be gather-

ed ; for they thought, becauſe it was the month

of December, Fauftus could not fhow them that
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which was not ; yet he condefcended to them ,

ſaying, That immediately before they ſtirred from

the table, they ſhould fee the vine they defired ;

but upon this condition, that they fhould not ſpeak

a word, nor offer to rife from their places, but

fhould tarry till he bid them cut the grapes, and

that whofoever fhould do otherwife, was in danger

to lofe his life. They having all promifed to obey

him, Fauftus fo charmed the eyes of thofe drunken.

revellers, that they faw, as it feemed to them, a

marvellous goodly vine, and upon the ſame ſo ma-

ny bunches of ripe grapes, extraordinary fair, as

there were men fitting at the table, who being in-

flamed with fuch rare dainties, and very dry with

much drinking, every man takes his knife in his

hand, looking when Fauftus would give the word,

and bid them cut the clufter ; but he having held

them a while in ſuſpence about this vain piece of

witchcraft, behold all the vine and the bunches of

grapes were in the turn of a hand quite vaniſhed

away; and every one of thofe drunken companions,

thinking he had a cluſter of grapes in his hand,

ready to lop off, was feen to hold his own nofe with

one hand, and a ſharp knife with the other, ready

to cut it off; fo that if any of them had forgot the

conjurer's leffon, and had been never folittle too for-

ward, inftead of cutting a bunch of grapes, he had

whipt off his own nofe : this wicked wretch is re-

ported to have led about with him an evil fpirit, in

the likeness of a dog ; and being at Wittenberg, an

order was fent from the emperor to feize him, but

by his magical delufions, he made his eſcape, and

afterward being at dinner at Noremburg, he was fe-
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cretly fenfible by an extraordinary fweat which

came upon him, that he was befet ; whereupon he

fuddenly paid his reckoning and went away, but

was hardly out of the city walls ere the ferjeants

and other officers came to apprehend him ; yet di

vine vengeance followed him, for coming into an

inn, in a village of the dukedom of Wittenberg, he

fat very fad, and his hoft demanding the caufe there-

of, he answered, That he would not have him af-

frighted, if he heard great noiſe and ſhaking of the

houſe that night, which happened according to his

own prediction ; for in the morning he was found

dead by his bedfide, with his neck wrung behind.

him , and the houſe wherein he lay was beaten down

to the ground.

A wonderful Story of one Robert Churchman, in-

veigled in Quakeriſm, and poſſeſffed by a Spirit,

and how he was recovered: written by way of a

Letter by Doctor John Templar.

IR, your defiring to be acquainted with ſome

STRpaffages concerning the Quakers in this

town of Balfham, obligeth me to give you the fol·

lowing account . At my firft fettlement here in

the miniftry, I found them very bufy in enticing

my people to a compliance with their perfuafions

in religion ; this defign they did attempt to accom-

pliſh by difperfing their papers among them . Two

of my parishioners I had a particular eye upon ,

namely Robert Churchman and his wife, they be--
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ing perfons of a very good life , and a pleafant e-

ftate; I was under a fear that their departure from

the church , might be a means to induce others to .

the fame practice. The firft, in my difcourfes I

had with him, did manifeft a very ſtrong inclinati-

on to the principles of the Quakers . The fecond

was fo engaged (meaning the faid Robert's wife)

that the Quakers did commonly report, that a prin-

ciple was begun in her.

As I was one day in conference with the faid

Robert Churchman, I defired him that when any of

their books came to his hand, he would do me the

kindneſs to bring them to me, that we might read

them over together, affuring him of no unwilling-

neſs in me to hearken to whatfoever ſhould appear

reafonable; what I defired, he performed not long

after ; when I had received the paper into my hand,

before I began to read, I ſuggeſted to him, that it

would be convenient, that the perſon who had been

the cauſe of his feduction fhould be fent for, and

hear what was replied to the contents, which he

willingly confented to . When the Quaker was

come, one branch of our difcourfe was, Whether

the fcripture is to be owned as a rule, which the

Quaker denied, afferting, That the rule was with-

in hem. After the expence of two or three hours

difcourfe about this and other matters, I defired

Robert Churchman to take notice, that the Quakers

did not own the fcriptures for their rule, which be-

fore this conference I had intimated to him, but

found him unwilling to believe it.

It pleafed God fo far to bleſs what was ſpoken,

that the next time he met his brother Thomas

I
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Churchman, he told him of what had paffed at my

houfe, and that now he was affured, that the Qua-

kers did not acknowledge the fcripture for their

rule ; and for his part he would not be of that`re-

ligion, which doth difown the fcripture in that par-

ticular.

Not long after, the wife of the forementioned

Quaker, coming to his houfe to vifit his wife, he

met her at the door, and told her ſhe ſhould not

come in, intimating that her vifit would make di-

vifion between them . After fome parley the Qua

ker's wife ſpake to him in theſe words, Thou wilt

not believe except thou ſee a fign, and thou mayeſt

fee fome fuch. Within a few nights after Robert

Churchman had a violent ſtorm upon the room

where he lay, when it was very calm in all other

parts of the town, and a voice within him, as he

was in bed, ſpake to him, and bid him fing praif-

es, fing praiſes, telling him , That he fhould fee the

new Jerufalem, about which time a glimmering

light appeared all about the room . Towards the

morning the voice commanded him to go out of his

bed naked, with his wife and children . They all

ſtanding upon the floor, the fpirit making ufe of

his tongue bid them lie down, and put their mouths

in the duft, which they did accordingly. It like-

wife commanded him to go and call his brother and

fifter that they might fee the new Jerufalem, to

whom he went naked about half a mile . When he

delivered his meſſage, that which ſpake within him,

charged him to denounce wrath againſt them , and

declare that fire and brimftone would fall upon

them, as it did upon Sodom and Gomorrah, if they
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did not obey, and fo he returned into his own

house, where upon the floor of a low room, he

stood naked three or four hours. All that while

he was acted in a very unuſual manner. Some-

times the fpirit within forced him to fing, fome-

times to bark like a dog. When his brother and

fifter followed him, and were very importunate

with him to refift it, it bid him kill them, making

uſe of theſe words, Thefe mine enemies which

would not that I fhould reign over them, bring

and, flay before my face. It made him to uiter

with great readineis many places of fcripture which

he had no knowledge of before. The drift of what

was fpoken, was to perfuade him to comply with,

the Quakers, and it named fome who lived in the

neighbouring towns, About three or four hours

being thus fpent, he came to himfelf, and was able

to give a perfect account of what had befallen

him.

Several nights after, the fame trouble returned

upon him . His wife was tortured with extraordi-

nary pains . The children that lay in the room

complained, that their mouths were topped with.

wool as they were in bed. The difturbance was

fo great, that he had thoughts of leaving his houfe

for a time, and made it his defire to be at me in

mine. I prevailed with him not to be fudden in

his removal, but to make fome further trial . It

pleafed God upon a continuance with him in pray-

er every day in the houſe, that he was at laſt per-

fectly free from all moleftation ,
The Quakers

hearing of his condition , gave it out, that the pow

er of God would come upon him again, and that

I 2
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the wound was but fkinned over by the priest,

which made me the more importunate with him

to keep cloſe to the public ſervice of God, and have

nothing to do with them or their writings .

Which direction he obferved till November

1661 , and perufing one of their books a little af-

ter, on the tenth of that month his trouble return-

ed. A voice within him began to fpeak after the

former manner. The firft fentence it uttered

was, Ceaſe from man whofe breath is in his noftrils,

for wherein is he to be accounted ? The defign

which he difcerned that it did aim at was this, to

take him off from comingto the church (where he

had been that day) and from hearing the word of

God. It fuggefted feveral other feriptures, in or-

der to perfuade him to a compliance with the Qua-

kers, and told him, That it would ſtrive with him

as the angel did with Jacob. Upon Wedneſday

at night, he was peremptory in his refifting of it .

When it began to folicit him, he replied, That he

faw it was a fpirit of delufion, which he would not

obey. Upon which the ſpirit pronounced theſe

words, Go ye curfed into everlaſting fire; and fo

left him with a very great heat in his body.

After this he was in his own apprehenfion in a

very comfortable condition : and while he was con-

fidering what had happened, a voice within him

fpake to him, faying, That the fpirit that was be-

fore upon him, was a fpirit of delufion, but now

the true Spirit of God was come unto him. Now

Satan is turned into an angel of light. It acquaint-

ed him that the doctrine of the Trinity was true,

and that God had an elect people, and that thofe
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whom the Father had elected , the Son had redeem-

ed, and whom Chrift redeemed, the Holy Ghoft

fanctifieth. And told him , That the miniſter of

the town would further inftruct him about the

truth of thefe things. Upon Thurfday morning a

bout break of day, it fet him upon his knees, as he

was in bed, and bid him farewel .

The fame day it came upon him in the fields,

as he was going to, and coming from the market,

and preffed upon him to believe, That it was the

good fpirit which he was acted with, which he ftill

doubted of. One night that week amongſt many

arguments, which it uſed to that purpofe, it told

him, If he would not believe without a fign he

might have what he would. Upon that Robert

Churchman defired, If it was a good fpirit, that a

wire candleſtick which ftood upon the cupboard

might be turned into brafs, which the ſpirit faid.

he would do. Preſently there was a very unfa-

voury ſmell in the room , like that of the ſnuff of a

candle newly put out ; but nothing elfe was done

towards the fulfilling of the promiſe.

Upon the Lord's day following, he being at

church, it came upon him. When the chapters

were named, he turned to them in his bible, but

was not able to read. When the pfalms were fung,

he could not pronounce a ſyllable . Upon Monday

morning his fpeech was wholly taken from him ..

When I came to him, and aſked him how it was

with him? he moved his head towards me, but

was not able to ſpeak . I waited an hour or two

in the room , hoping that his fpeech might have

returned unto him, and that I might have gained

3.
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from him fome account of his condition . But find-

ing no alteration, I defired thoſe who were prefent

to join with me in prayer. As we were praying ,

his body with much violence was thrown out of the

bed, and then with great vehemency he called me

to hold my tongue, when prayer was done, his

tongue was bound as before, till at laft he brake

forth into theſe words, Thine is the kingdom , thine

is the kingdom: Which he repeated above an hun-

dred times. Sometimes he was forced into ex-

treme laughter, fometimes into finging . His hands

were ufually employed in beating his breaft.

of us (there prefent) who stood by, could difcern

unufual heaving in his body. This distemper did

continue towards the morning of the next day; and

the voice within him fignifying to him, that it

would leave him, bidding him to get upon his

knees in order to that end, which he did, and pre-

fently he had a perfect command of himſelf.

All

When I came to him, he gave me a fober ac-

count of all the paffages of the day before, having

a diftinct remembrance of what the fpirit forced

him to do, and what was ſpoken to kim bythofe

who ftood by. In particular he told me, he was

compelled to give me that difturbance in prayer,

which before I mentioned, the ſpirit ufing his limbs

and tongue as it pleafed, contrary to the inclinati-

on of his own thought and mind.

Upon the Thurſday following the fpirit began

to rage after its former manner, as I was praying

with him . It was very difcernable how it wrought

upon his body, forced him to grate his teeth, and

draw his mouth awry. He told me, after I had
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done, that it bid him denounce woe against me. It

pleafed God, upon continuance in prayer with me,

to releaſe him out of his trouble, and ſo far make

it advantageous to him and his wife, and fome o-

thers, who were ſo much biaffed with the principles

of the Quakers, that now they have a perfect dif-

like of that way, and do diligently attend upon

the public fervice of God in the parish church .

Sir, you may be confident of the truth of what is

here related by your affured friend,

Bafham, Jan. 1.

1682 .

JOHNTEMPLAR.

**0*0*0*0*0*(**0*0*0*0*

A Relation of the frange Witchcraft difcovered in.

the Village of Mohra in Swedland.

HE news of this witchcraft coming to the

THEking's ear, his majeſty was pleaſed to ap-

point commiffioners, fome of the clergy and fome

of the laity, to make a journey to the town afore..

faid, and to examine the whole bufinefs ; and ac-

cordingly the examination was ordered to be on the

thirteenth of Auguft : And the commiffioners met

on the twelfth inftant, in the faid village, at the

parfon's houſe, to whom both the minifter, and fe-

veral people of fashion, complained with tears in:

their eyes, of the miferable condition they were in;

and therefore begged of them to think of fome

way, whereby they might be delivered from that

calamity. They gave the commiffioners very ſtrange

I 4
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inftances of the devil's tyranny amongthem; how

by the help of witches, he had drawn fome hun-

dreds of children to him, and made them fubject

to his power; how he had been feen to go in a

viſible ſhape through the country, and appeared

daily tothe people ; how he had wrought upon the

poorer fort, by prefenting them with meat and

drink, and this way allured them to himſelf; with

other circumſtances to be mentioned hereafter . The

inhabitants of the village added, with great lamen-

tations, That though their children had told all ,

and themfelves fought God very earneſtly by pray-

er, yet they were carried away by him. Andthere-

fore begged of the lords commiffioners, to root out

this hellish crew, that they might regain their for-

mer reft and quietnefs; and the rather becauſe the

children which uſed to be carried away in the coun-

ty or district of Elfdale, fince fome witches had been

there, remained unblemished.

That day, i . e. the thirteenth of Auguſt, being

the laft humiliation day inftituted by authority, for

the removing of this judgment, the commiffioners

went to the church, where there appeared a confi-

derable affembly both of young and old . The chil-

dren could read most ofthem, and fing pfalms, and

fo could the women, though not with any great

zeal and fervour. There were preached two fer-

mons that day, in which the miſerable cafe of thoſe

people that fuffered themſelves to be deluded by the

devil, was laid open ; and thefe fermons were, at

laft concluded with very fervent prayer. chand

The public worſhip being over, call the people

of the town were called together in the parfon's
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houfe, near three thousand ofthem. Silence being

commanded, the king's commiffion was read pub-

licly in the hearing of them all, and they were

charged, under very great penalties, to conceal no--

thing of what they knew, and to fay nothing but.

truth ; thoſe eſpecially who were guilty, that the

children might be delivered from the clutches of

the devil, they all promifed obedience ; the guilty

feignedly, but the guiltlefs weeping and crying

bitterly.
£1

纂

On the fourteenth of Auguft the commiffioners

met again, confulting how they might withftand

this dangerous flood; after long deliberation, an or-

* der alſo coming from his majefty, they refolved to

exccute fuch as the matter of fact could be proven

upon.. Examination being made, there were no

lefs than threefcore and ten in the village aforefaid,

three and twenty of which confeffing their crimes ,

were condemned to die ; one pretending the was

with child, and the rest denying and pleading not

guilty, were fent to Fahluna, where most of them

were afterwards executed.

Fifteen children who likewife confeffed, that

they were engaged in this witchery, died as the

reft; fix and thirty of them between nine and fix-

teen years of age, who had been lefs guilty, were

forced to run the gantlot. Twenty more, who had

no great inclination, yet had been feduced to thoſe

hellish enterprizes, becauſe they were very young,

were condemned to be laſhed with rods upon their

hands for three Sundays together at the church :

door; and the aforefaid fix and thirty were alfo »

doomed to be lafhed this way once a week for2

1.55
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a whole year together. The number ofthe fedu

ced children were about three hundred.

On the twentyfifth of Auguft execution was done

upon the notorioufly guilty, the day being bright

and glorious, and the fun fhining, and fome thou-

fands of people being preſent at the fpectacle . The

order and method obferved in the examination was

this :

First, The commiffioners and neighbouring ju-

ftices went to prayer; this done, the witches, who

had most of them children with them, which they

had either feduced, or attempted to feduce, fome

feven years of age, nay, from four to fixteen years,

were fet before them. Some of the children com-

plained lamentably of the mifery and mifchief they

were forced fometimes to fuffer of the devil and

the witches.

The children being asked, Whether they were

fure, that they were at any time carried away by

the devil ? They all declared they were ; begging

of the commiffioners, that they might be freed from

that intolerable flavery.

Hereupon the witches themſelves were aſked ,

Whether the confeſſions of theſe children were true ?

and admonished to confefs the truth, that they

might turn away from the devil unto the living

God. At first, most of them did very ftiffly, and

without fhedding the leaft tear, deny it, tho' much

againſt their will and inclination . After this the

children were examined every one by themſelves,

to fee whether their confeffions did agree or no;

and the commiffioners found that all of them , ex-

cept fome very little ones, who could not tell all the
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eircumftances, did punctually agree in their confef-

fion ofparticulars.

In the mean while, the commiffioners that were

of the clergy examined the witches, but could not

bring them to any confeffion , all continuing fted.

faft in their denials, till at laſt ſome of them burſt

out into tears, and their confeffion agreed with

what the children faid ; and theſe expreffed their

abhorrence of the fact, and begged pardon. Ad-

ding that the devil, whom they called Locyta, had

ftopped the mouths of fome of them, fo loath was

he to part with his prey, and had ſtopped the ears

of others: And being now gone from them, they

could no longer conceal it ; for they had now per-

ceived his treachery.

my

2

The confeffion which the witches made at Elf-

dale to the judges there, agreed with the confeffion

they made at Mohra; and the chief things they

confeffed, confifted in theſe three points: First,

Whither they used to go ? Secondly, What kind of

place it was they went to, called by them Blockula,.

where the witches and the devil uſed to meet?

Thirdly, What evil and mifchief they had either

done, or defigned there?

"

First, Of their journey to Blockula. The con--

tents of their confeffion .

We ofthe province of Elfdale, do confefs, that:

we uſed to go to a gravel pit, which lies hard bya

crofs- way, and there we put on a veft over our

heads, and then danced round,, and after this ran

to the cross way, and called the devil thrice, firſt

with a fill voice, the fecond time fomewhat loud--

er, and the third time very loud, with thefe words,,

I. 6
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Anteceffor come and carry us to Blockula. Where-

upon immediately he used to appear, but in differ-

ent habits ; but for the most part, we faw him in

a gray coat and red and blue ftockings. He had

a red beard, a high crowned hat, with linen of disl

vers colours wrapt about it, and long garters upon

his ftockings. It is very remarkable that the de-

vil never appears to the witches with a fword at his

fide.

+

Then he asked us, Whether we would ſerve him

with foul and body? If we were content to do ſo,

he fet us on a beast which he had there ready, and

carried us over churches and high walls. And af-

ter all, we come to a green meadow where Bloc-

kula lies. We must procure fome ſcrapings of al-

tars, and fileings of church clocks , and then he gave.

us a horn with a falve in it, wherewith we do a-

noint ourſelves, and a faddle, with a hammer and

a wooden nail, thereby to fix the faddle ; whereup-

on we call upon the devil, and away we go.

Thoſe that were in the town of Mohra made

in a manner the fame declaration . Being asked,

Whether they were fure of a real perſonal tranſ-

portation , and whether they were awake when it

was done ? They all anfwered in the affirmative;

and that the devil fometimes laid fomething down

in the place that was very like them. But one

of them confeffed, that he did only take a

way her ftrength, and her body lay ftill upon the

ground ; yet ſometimes he took away her body with

him. དྷཉ,ྩ ? 59.7 1 grow (ida woa

Being asked, how they could go with their bo-

dies through chimneys, and broken pains of glaſs ?

7
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Theyfaid, that the devil did firſt remove all that

might hinder them in their flight, and fo they had

room enough to go

Others were aſked, how they were able to carry

fo many children with them? They answered,That

when the children were afleep, they came into the

chamber, and laid hold of the children , which

ftraightway did awake, and aſked them, Whether

they would go to a feaft with them? To which

fome anſwered, Yes ; others, No; yet they were

all forced to go. They only gave the children a

fhirt, a coat and doublet, which was either red or

blue; and fo they fet them upon a beaſt of the de-

vil's providing, and then they ride away.

The children confeffed the famething, and fome

added, that because they had very fine cloaths put

upon them , they were very willing to go.
X

Some of the children concealed it from their pa

rents, but others diſcovered it to them preſently.

1

The witches declared moreover, that till of late,

they had never power to carry away children, but

only this year and the laft ; and the devil did at that

time force them to it : That heretofore it was,fuffi

cient to carry but one of their children, or a ſtran→]

ger's child with them, which happened feldom ;

but now he did plague them and whip them, if`

they did not procure him many children , infomuch

that they had no peace nor quiet for him : And

whereas that formerly one journey a week would

ferve their turn from their own town to the place

aforefaid, now they were forced to run to other

towns and places for children, and that they brought



206 WITCHES, GHOSTS,

with them, fome fifteen, fome fixteen children eve-

ry night.

4

-3

For the journey, they faid, they made ufe of all

forts of inftruments, of beaſts, of men, of fpits and

poſts, according as they had opportunity. If they

ride upon goats, and have manychildren with them,

that all may have room, they ftick a fpit into the

backfide of the goat, and then are anointed with:

the forefaid ointment. What the manner oftheir

journey is, God alone knows : This much was made

out, that if the children did at any time name the

names ofthoſe, either men or women, that had been

with them , that had carried them away, they were

again carried by force, either to Blockula or the

crofs way, and there beaten, infomuch that fome.

ofthem died of it; and this fome of the witches

confeffed, and added, that now they were exceed

ingly troubled and tortured in their minds for it .

•

The children thus ufed looked mighty black,wan

and beaten. The marks of the whips the judges

could not perceive on them, except on one boy, who

had ſome wounds and holes in his back, that were

given him with thorns ; but the witches faid, they

would quickly, vaniſh,

Afterthis ufage the children are exceedingweak;

and if they be carried over night, they cannot re-

cover themſelves the next day, and they often fall

into fits ; the coming of which they know by an

extraordinary palenefs that feizes on the children ,

and when a fit comes upon them, they lean upon

their mother's arms, who fits up, with them, fome

times all night, and when they obferve the palenefs,

fhake the children, but to no purpoſe.

2
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They obferve further that their childrens' breafts

grow cold at fuch times ; and they take fometimes

a burning candle, and ſtick it in their hair, which

yet is not burnt by it. They fwoon upon this pale.

nefs, which fwoon lafteth fometimes half an hour,

fometimes an hour, fometimes two hours, and when

the children come to themſelves again, they mourn

and lament, and groan moft miferably, and beg ex-

ceedingly to be eaſed . This the old men declared

upon oath before the judges, and called the inhabi-

tants of the town to witnefs, as perfons that had

most of them experience of the ftrange fymptoms

of their children .

A little girl of Elfdale confeffed , that naming

the name of Jefus, as fhe was carried away, the fell

fuddenly upon the ground, and got a great hole in

her fide, which the devil prefently healed up again,

and away he carried her. And to this day the girl

confeffed, fhe had exceeding great pain in her fide.

Another boy confeffed too, that one day he was

carried away with his miftrefs ; and to perform the

journey, he took his father's horfe out of the mea-

dow, where it was feeding, and upon his return,

fhe let the horſe go in her own ground. The next

morning the boy's father fought for the horſe, and

not finding it, gave it over for loft, but the boy

told him the whole ftory, and fo the father fetcht

the horſe back again ; and this one of the witches

confeffed .

We come next to the place where they uſed to

affemble, called Blockula, and what they did theret

they unanimously confeffed, that Blockula is fitu-

ated in a large meadow, like a plain fea, wherein
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you can fee no end. The place or houſe they met

at, had before it a great gate painted with many di :

vers colours on it . Through this gate they went

into a little meadow diftant from the other, where

the beasts went which they used to ride on: But the

men whom they made uſe ofrimtheir journey flood

in the houfe by the gate in a flumbering posture,

fleeping over against the wall. mor

In a huge large room of this houſe, they ſaid,,

there stood a very large long table, at which the

witches did fit down ; and that hard by this room

was another chamber , where there were fome love-

ly and delicate beds.b

.*

The firſt thing, they faid, they muſt do at Bloc-

kula, was, that they must deny all , and devote

themſelves body and foul to the devil, and promife.

to ſerve him faithfully, and confirm it with an oath.

Hereupon they cut their fingers, and write their

name in his book. They added, that he cauſed :

them to be baptized too, by fuch prieſts as he had

there, and made them to confirm their baptiſm

with dreadful oaths and imprecations. Hereupon.

the devil gave them a purfe, wherein there were

fileings of clocks, with a big ſtone tied to it, which

they threw into the water, and then were forced to

fpeak theſe words : " As thefe fileings of the clock

" do never return to the clock, from which they

" were taken, ſo may my foul never return to hea-

" ven." To which they add blasphemy, and other

oaths and curſes.

The mark of their cut finger is not found in all

ofthem. But a girl who had been flafhed overher

finger, declared, that becauſe the would not ſtretch

WO

the

bu

fo
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t

but her finger, the devil in anger had fo cruelly

wounded it.

After this they fatdown to table, and thoſe that

the devil efteemed moft, were placed near to him;

but the children muſt ſtand at the door, where he

himself gives them meat and drink.

The diet they used to have there, was, they faid ,

broth with colworts and bacon in them, oat meal

bread fpread with butter, milk and cheeſe. And

they added, that ſometimes it tafted very well, and

fometimes very ill. After meals they went to

dancing, and, in the mean time, fwore and curf-

ed moſt dreadfully ; and afterwards went to fight-

ing one with another. Thofe of Elfdale confeffed ,

that the devil ufed to play upon a harp before them,

and afterwards to go with them he loved beft into

a chamber, where he committed venerous acts with

them . And this indeed all confeffed, that he had

carnal knowledge of them; and that the devil had

fons and daughters by them, which he did marry

together, and they did couple, and brought forth

toads and ferpents.

One day the devil feemed to be dead, whereup-

on there was great lamentation at Blockula; but

he foon' awaked again. If he bath a mind to be

merry with them, he lets them all ride upon fpics

before him, and he takes afterwards the fpits,

and beats them black and blue, and then laughs at

them. And he bids them believe that the day of

judgment will come speedily; and therefore fets

them at work to build a great houſe of ſtone, pro-

mifing, that in the houfe he will preſerve them

from God's fury, and cauſe them to enjoy the grea-
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teft delights and pleafures ; but while they work

exceeding hard at it, there falls a great part of the

wall down again, whereby fome of the witches are

commonly hurt, which makes him laugh; but pre-

fently he cures them again.

They faid, they had ſeen ſometimes a very great

devil like a dragon, with fire round about him, and

bound with an iron chain : and the devil that con-

verfes with them tells , that if they confefs any thing

he will fet that great devil looſe upon them, where-

by all Swedland ſhall come into great danger. They

added, that the devil had a church there, fuch an-

other as in the town of Mohra. When the com-

miffioners were coming, he told the witches they

fhould not fear them; for he would certainly kill

them all . And they confeffed, that fome of them

had attempted to murder the commiffioners, but

had not been able to effect it.

Some of the children talked much of a white an-

gel, which uſed to forbid them what the devil had

bid them do ; and told them, that thoſe things

fhould not last long ; what had been done, had been

but permitted, becaufe of the fin and wickedneſs

of the people and their parents; and that the cas

rying away of the children fhould be made mani-

feft . And they added, that this white angel would

place himself fometimes at the door betwixt the

witches and the children ; and that when they came

to Blockala he pulled the children back, but the

witches went in.

We come in the next place, to fhew the mif-

chief and evil which the witches promiſed to do to

men and beafts. They confeffed, that they were:
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to promiſe the devil, that they would do all that is

ill; and that the devil taught them to milk, which

was after this manner. They ufed to ſtick a knife

in the wall, and hang a kind of label on it, which

they drew, and ftroaked ; and as long as this lafted,

the perfons they had power over were miferably

plagued, and the beafts were milked that way, till

fometimes they died of it .

A woman confeffed, that the devil gave her a

wooden knife, wherewith, going into houfes, the

had power to kill any thing the touched with it;

yet there were few that would confefs, that they

had hurt any man or woman. Being asked ,Whe-

ther they had murdered any children? They con-

fefted, that they had indeed tormented many, but

did not know whether any of them died of theſe

plagues.

And added, that the devil had fhewed them

feveral places where he had no power to mif.

chief.

The minifter of Elfdale declared, that one night

thefe witches were, to his thinking, on the crown

of his head; and that from thence he had a long

continued pain of the head.

One of the witches confeffed, that the devil had

fent her to torment that minifter ; and that ſhe was

ordered to uſe a nail, and ſtrike it into his head,

but it would not enter very deep, and hence came

that head ach. The minifter faid alfo, that one

night he felt a pain, as ifhe were torn with an inftru-

mentthat they cleanſe flax with, or a flax comb; and

when he awakened, he heard fomebody feratching

and ſcraping at the window, but could fee no body;

#
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and one of the witches confeffed, that the was the

perſon that did it.

The minister of Mohra declared alfo, that one

night one of theſe witches came into his houſe, and

did fo violently take him by the throat, that he

thought he should have been choaked, and awak

ing he faw the perfon that did it, but could not

know her; and that for fome weeks he was not able

to ſpeak, or perform divine fervice.

An old woman of Elfdale confeffed, that the de

vil had helped her to make a nail, which ſhe ſtruck

into a boy's knee, of which ſtroke the boy remain.

ed lame a long time. And fhe added, that before

fhe was burned, or executed by the hand ofjuſtice,

the boy would recover.

They confeffed alſo, that the devil gives them a

beaft, about the fhape and bignefs of a cat, which

they call a carrier; and he gives them a bird too,,,

as big as a raven, but white : And theſe creatures

they can ſend any where, and wherever they come

they take away all fort of victuals they can get, as

butter, cheeſe, milk, bacon, and all forts of feeds,

whatever they can find, and carry it to the witch.

What the bird brings, they may keep to themſelves;.

but what the carrier brings they muſt reſerve for the

devil, and that is brought to Blockula, where he

gives them of it as much as he thinks fit.

They added, that the carriers filled themfelves fo

full oftentimes ,. that they are forced to fpew bythe

way, which ſpewing is found in feveral gardens

where colworts grow, and not far from the houſes

of the witches. It is of a yellow colour like gold,

and is called the butter of the witches..

1
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The lords commiffioners were indeed very ear-

neft, and took great pains to perfuade them to fhew

fome of their tricks, but to no purpoſe ; for they

did all unanimonfly confefs, that fince they had

confeffed all, they found that their witchcraft was

gone ; and the devil at this time appeared very ter-

rible, with claws on his hands and feet, with horns

on his head, and a long tail, behind, and fhewed

them a pit burning with a hand out ; but the devil

did thrust the perfon down again with an iron fork,

and ſuggeſted to the witches, that if they continu .

ed in their confeffion, he would deal with them in

the fame manner.

The above relation is taken from the public re-

gifter, where all is related with more circumftan-

ces. And at this time through all the country

there are prayers weekly in all the parish churches,

tothe end that Almighty God would pull down the

devil's power,and deliver thofe poor creatures which

have hitherto groaned under it.

The Lord Lyonberg, envoy extraordinary for the

king of Sweden, confirmed this at London, March

8th, 1682 , and gave it under his hand, that the

matter of fact mentioned here is true ,
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Wonderful and strange Accident which fell out at

Α'

Lyons in France.

Lieutenant ofa guard called Jaquette, having

fupped one night in a ich merchant's.

houfe, was paffing home, and by the way, faid, I

wonder what I have eaten and drunken at the

merchant's house ; for I find myſelf ſo hot, that if

I met with the devil's dame this night, I could not

forbear ufing of her. Hereupon a little after he

overtook a gentlewoman maſked, whom he would

needs ufher home to her lodging, but difcharged

all his company except two. She brought him,

to his apprehenfion, to a low houfe hard by the

city wall, where there were only two rooms. Af-

ter he had enjoyed her, he defired her, that, ac-

cording to the cuſtom of French gentlemen, his`

two comrades might partake of the fame pleaſure ;

fo the admitted them one after another. And

when all was done, as they fat together, fhe told

them , If they knew well who fhe was, none of

them would have ventured upon her. Thereup-

on the whiſtled three times, and all vaniſhed.

The next morning the two comrades that had gone

with lieutenant Jaquette were found dead under

the city wall, among the ordure and excrements,

and Jaquette himſelf a little way off half dead,

who was taken up, and coming to himſelf again,

confeffed all this, and preſently died .
This may

verify the preceding relation.
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A marvellous Prank played by the Devil at Hamelen,

a town in Germany.

HIS city was annoyed with rats and mice,

THit happened that a pied-coated piper came

thither, who covenanted with the chief burgers for

fuch a reward, if he could free them from the ſaid

vermine; nor would he demand it for a twelve-

month and a day after. The agreement being

made, he began to play on the pipes, and all the

rats and mice followed him to a great loch hard-

by, where they all perished ; fo that the town was

infefted no more. At the end ofthe year the pi

per returned for his reward, the burgers put him

off with flighting and neglect, offering him fome

fmall matter which he refuſed . And ſtaying fome

days in town, on a Sunday morning, at high maís,

when moſt people were at church, he fell to play

on his pipes, and the children up and down fol .

lowed him out of the town, to a great hill not far

off, which rent in two, and let him and the chil-

dren in , and ſo cloſed up again. This happened

about two hundred and fifty years fince . And in

that town, they date their bills and bonds, and o-

ther inftruments in law, to this day, from the year

of the going out of their children ; befides, there

is a great pillar of ftone erected at the foot of the

faid hill, where this story is engraven.
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An Apparition feen in a Dwelling- houſe, in Mary

མ་ King's Clofe, in Edinburgh.

IR, within theſe few years, there was one T.'

STRC. by profeflion an agent about the fellion-

houfe, who, about flitting time, was removing his

furniture from a lower part of the city to an high-

er. One inthe aforefaid cloſe ſeeing his maid on

the Sunday carrying fome light furniture to fuch a

houfe, afked her, if the was to dwell in that houfe?

Yes, faid the, for I am hired for this half year:

Her friend told her, If you live there, I affure you,

you will have more company than yourfelves. And

after twice orthrice more going up and down , get-

ting feveral informations anent the bufinefs, fhe

was perfuaded to tell her miftrefs, the would not

tarry a fervant in that houfe, it being haunted

with a fpirit or ghoft, and gave her the ground of

her intelligence. A

The miſtreſs informed her huſband, defiring him

to forbear that houſe, left the thould be afrighted

even with apprehenfions : But he, out of a natu-

ral courage, and fortitude of mind, fmiled at the

relation, and reſolved to tarry, lodging there that

fame very night. To-morrow being the Sabbath-

day, they went both to church in the forenoon, but

in the afternoon, he being indifpofed, fitted him

felffor a fleep, his wife took the bible, and at the

head of the table near the bed, refolved to ſpend

the time in reading of the holy ſcripture, appointing

*

3
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the fervant to go to church, which fhe did, but

came no more to the family,

Asthe mistress was reading to herſelf, the chan

ced to caſt her eye to a little chamber door juſt

over against her, where . fhe fpied the head and

face ofan old man, gray-headed, with a gray beard,

looking ftraight upon her, the distance being very

ſhort ; at which fight, the endeavouring to waken

her huſband, fell in a fwoon and fainted, and lay

in that poſture till the heard fome of her neigh-

bours open their doors after fermon was ended ;

then fhe told her husband what was done, and

what the had feen, the apparition being va-

nished ; he pleaded it was fome fancy, or de-

lufion of her fenfes, and bad her be of good cou

rage.

After fupper, both being alone, the good -wife's

fear ſtill continuing, the built on a large fire, and

went to bed. After a little time, the goodman

caft his eyes towards the chimney, and ſpied that

fame old man's head in the former place . He told

his wife, who was like to fall into her former par

fion . He rifing, lighteth a candle, fets it on the

table, and went to his bed again, encouraging

themſelves in the Lord, and recommending them-

felves to God's care and protection . After an

hour and more was fpent thus, they clearly per-

ceived a young child, with a coat upon it, hanging

near to the old man's head. At which fight, the

goodman Tom flew out of his bed, and his wife

after him . He taking her in his arms, kneeled

down before the bed, and with fervent devotion

they.intreated the Lord to be freed from that tempe

K
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tation . He lighted a fecond candle, the first be

ing ſpent, and knocked upon his neighbours, but

getting no answer, they both returned to their

bed, where they both kneeled down and pray-.

ed, an exceffive fear and fweat being upon

them.

A

He

The

By and by a naked arm appears in the air, from

the elbow downward, and the hand ftretched out,

as when one man is about to falute another.

then ſkipped out of his bed, and kneeling down,

begged help from heaven. The arm had now

come within its own length to him, as it were to

ſhake hands with him. Whereupon he immedi-

ately goes to bed again, and at the opening of the

curtain, it offered another falutation to him.

man and the wife embracing one another through

fear, and ſtill eying the naked arm, they prayed the

more earneſtly. But the cubit offering to touch

him, he was in fuch a confternation and amaze.

ment, that hewas as one diſtracted; but taking fome

courage from God, he boldly fpake to it after this

manner: " In the name of the living God, and of

our Saviour Jefus Chrift, tell me why thou trou-

bleft my family ? To my knowledge, I never

wronged any man , by killing or cheating, but have

lived honeftly in the world. If thou haft received

any wrong, if I can right thee, I will do my ut-

moft for thee, but trouble me no more." Notwith-

ftanding ofthis, the arm and hand came nearer than

before, ftill after a courteous manner, with an offer

of acquaintance. They fell to prayer again, both

of them being drowned with fweat, and in the

mean time, they faw a little dog come out of that

?
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₹

little room aforenamed, which after a little time

looking about, towards the bed, and the naked

arm , compoſed itſelf upon a chair, as it were with

its nofe in its tail to fleep. This fomewhat in

creaſed their fear. But quickly after, a cat comes

leaping out from the fame room, and in the midft

ofthe hall began to play fome , little tricks. Then

was the hall full of little creatures dancing

prettily, unto which none of them could give

a name, as having never in nature feen the

like.

#

In the time of pray

It is not poffible to narrate the height of paffion

and fear thefe two were under, having all the ap

paritions at once in their eye, which continued

a long time. The honest couple went to their

knees again within the bed ; there being no ſtand-

ing in the floor ofthe room .

et, their ears were ſtarted with a deep, dreadful,

and lond groan, as of a ſtrong man dying, at which

all the apparitions and viſions at once vaniſhed,

and, as the honeft couple thought, they retired to

the little room from whence they came, and the

houfe was quiet.

*
After this, they both went hand in hand to the

little room where the drink flood, and refreshed

themſelves therewith . After they had taken a fe

cond draught, the huſband faid, "My dear, God

hath made me this night to bear that which would

have affrighted to death the flouteft ofthem all."

The day approaching, they dreſſed themſelves, and

made no fecret of it. But, looking back upon

what happened, they wondered, that none of them

had wit to open the door, and to flee from the

K 2
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houſe, which had been easier done than to light

the first candle. But they behoved to undergo

this trial, having no power to eſcape it. And by

this means, the goodman had the courage to dwell

in the houſe after till he died ; yet would never

want fome good fellows or others with him, con-

cluding the worst was over, as indeed it was.

A few weeks after, he on a Sabbath day went

with his wife to Carftorphine, a village two miles

from Edinburgh, to hear fermon. Inthe evening,

he took fome refreshment there at a public inns

and ſtepping to the door to eafe nature, he was in-

ſtantly ſurpriſed with a vehement fhivering and

trembling in all his joints. Coming from the end

of the aforefaid village, with a purpoſe to come

home, he was accompanied with ſome crows flying

above him, almoft keeping pace with him till he

came to Portfburgh, a part of the fuburbs ofthe ci-

ty, where they left him, and returned to their own

lodging. "Thefe crows, my dear, (fays he) do

prognofticate, that I muft die fhortly." He fell

fick of a pain in his head, with an exceſſive aching.

But before I go further on inthis narration, I muft

make avifit to the country.

A gentleman near Tranent, or in it, a tòwn a-

bout feven miles from Edinburgh, whofe agent this

man was, in managing his law affairs, and keeped

his papers for that effect, had a fingular kindneſs

for Thomas, as he had for him. This gentleman

being in bed one morning with his wife, his nurſe

and a child lying in a trocle bed near them, the

nurfe was affrighted with ſomething like a cloud

moving up and down the room, but not ſhaped as
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fuch. She called to her maſter and his wife, and

awaked them . He feeing the cloud figured like a

man, nimbly fkipped over the bed, and drew his

fword; and going to bed again, laid it by his fide,

and recommended the family to God. For atime

it continued in the forementioned dark form, but

anon they all faw perfectly the body of a man,

walking up and down. The gentleman behaved

himfelf more like a Chriftian than a combatant.

At laft, this apparition looked him fully and per-

fectly inthe face, and ſtood by him with a ghoſtly

and pale countenance ; at which the gentleman

with great courage faid to the fpectre, What art

thou? Artthou my dear friend, Thomas Colthe-

art?" (For fo was the agent called) "Art thou

dead, my friend? Tell me if thou haft any com

miffion to me from almighty God, tell it me, and

it ſhall be welcome." The ghoft held up its hand

three times , waving and ſhaking it towards him,

and immediately diſappeared. This was done

about the very hour (as was gueffed) of the a-

gent's death.

The Sunday after his death, among many ae-

companying his corpfe tothe common burial place;

fome of the town minifters were there, and by

chance a friend of his thanked one of them for his

attendance; and faid, "Sir, it was a pity that fome

of you ſaw him not before he died ." The minifter

"aſked him , " Ifany remarkable thing was the cauſe

of his fickness? So much was told as gave the

minifter ground to make a vifit to his widow,

who made him very welcome with tears in her

ceyesss After flie had compoſed herſelf, he prayed .

8
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Prayer being ended, ſhe began the before- related

ſtory, and told it from the beginning. But when

The came to the dog's part, fhe telling him, that

he was just now fitting upon the chair where the

dog lay aſleeping, the minifter rifes up, and taking

the miftrefs by the band, "Come," faid he, "I

have ſeen the chair, in the name of almighty God,

I will fee his chamber too ;" and fo went in to

fee the little room from which the apparitions

came, and to which they returned ; in which room

the gave the miniſter an account of what followed

the dog. In the mean time a gentleman came

in, whom the knew by his voice, and running to

him with great fervour, they embraced one another

affectionately with tears. To make an end, this

franger was the gentleman to whom the ghoft of

the deceaſed huſband appeared about Tranent, the

very hour when he was expiring at Edinburgh.

He told likewife, that that morning the ghoft ap-

peared to him, he was refolved to attend the

Duke of Lauderdale from Lithingtoun to Edin-

burgh ; but this apparition diſcompofing his wife,

he could not. But with his firſt conveniency (he

told her) he had come in to fee her, and get an ac

count of his being touched with what he faw at his

houſe.

Thefe things coming to the Duke of Lauder-

dale's ears, as remarkable ftories, he called for

that miniſter, and had the fame account of the

particulars, before many of the nobility, narrated

to him. 39 aawo gricol

难
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An Apparition of a deceafed Wife to her Husband at

Edinburgh

IR, that which I narrated to you the other

SIR

}

day, I have now fent it under my hand, as a

thing very certain and fure. I knew a fervant

maid that ferved a gentlewoman in the old pro-

voft's clofe, as they call it, who was married to a

butcher called John Ritchey, about twelve years a-

go. She lived about five years with him , and had

four children to him , and then died. Within a

few days after her burial, he went in fuit of ta

young woman, courting her for marriage. He

had a comrade of the fame trade , to whom he re-

vealed his intention , and defired him to meet him.

at a fuch a houſe, near to the court of guard, down

fome clofe or other, that he might fee his new

miltréfs. The appointment was keeped . The

two lovers fat down together on a bed fide, and

the comrade fat opposite to them, there being a

table between them, and a window or fhot at the

head of the room, that gave them light, the clofe

or wynd was narrow to which they had a fight.

And while the two are dallying together in bed,

the other fmiling at them, behold, while this man

is cafting his eye about the room, he perceived

diftinctly the body and face of the dead wife, in

her cloaths, looking towards them from an oppo-

'fite window ; at which this man, his comrade, rofe

up affrighted, ſaying to the other, "John, what

K.4.
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is that?" Whereupon all food up looking, and

-law, perfectly the buried woman lifting up her

hands ( as appeared) to take the dead-drefs from her

head, but could not reach it. The man threw

her out of his arms, with a purpoſe to be gone

quickly, but his comrade vowed he would not ſtir

till he got fomething to comfost his heart; they

got a little brandy, and then went away, not with-

out wondering and fear. Upon this the man took

fickneſs for three or four days, and his comrade

coming to give him a vifit, counfelled him to de-

lay, or wholly to defift from that purpoſe of marri

age; but affection would not fuffer him to forbear,

and though not fully recovered of his frenzy, he

made a new addrefs to his miſtreſs : But while he

is putting on his fhoes, his dead wife appears a-

gain in her ordinary habit, and, croffing the room

in his fight, fays, " John, will you not come to

me ?" and with that vanished. Upon this he

took fickneſs again , and called for his comrade, and

told him of this ſecond apparition, who moſt free.

ly entreated him to defift, or at leaft to delay. His

ficknefs increasing, he died. About which time,

he fpoke of a third vifit his wife gave him, blam-

ing him, as if he had too foon forgotten her, but

did not tell it diſtinctly ; and therefore his com-

rade could not be pofitive in it. He was buried

within a month of his wife's deceaſe .

V

One of the minifters of Edinburgh, who had

been acquaint in the houſe where the ferved, hear-

ing fome whiſper of the apparition, fent a fervant

fecretly to call for the man's comrade, who gave

him a just and true narration of all that I have
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written. Adding, that he having ſeen theviſion

firft, fome told him he would quickly die, but he

is yet living in the town a fefher, the minifter

having married him to two wives fince . The de-

ceafed wife's name was Helen Brown. I intend-

ed to have published another relation anent the de-

vil's coming in the night-time, and knocking three

feveral times at ſuch a man's door, but I was de-

fired to forbear.
L.

སཱ།ཾ ན

徑

The Trial of Florence Newton, an Irish Witch, at

the Allizes at Cork, September 11th, 1661
.

T

WAT N SUCH

THIS Florence Newton was committed to

Youghall prifon, by the mayor ofthe town,

March 24th, 1601 , for bewitching Mary Lang-

don, who gave evidence against her at Cork, as

*follows:

Mary Langdon, being fworn and examined,

what the had to fay against the faid Florence New-

ton, for any practice of witchcraft upon herself;

and being bidden to look on the prifoner, her

countenance changed pale, and fhe was very fear-

ful to looktowards her, but at laft fhe did. And

being asked whether the knew her, faid fhe did,

and wifhed fie never had. Being asked how long:

the had known her, the faid for three or four years,

and that at Chriſtmas laft, the faid Florence came

to the deponent, at the houfe of John Pyne of

Youghall, where the deponent was a fervant ; and

afked the deponent to give her a piece of beef out

1

5
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of her powdering tub ; and the deponent anfwer-

ing her, that she would not give away her mafter's

bcef, Florence feemed very angry, and faid, thou

hadft as good have given it me, and fo went away

grumbling.... st 5'how concilem

That about a week after, the deponent going to

the water with a pail of cloth on her head, fhe

metthe faid Florence Newton who came full in her

face, and threw the pail off her head, and violent-

ly- kiffed her, and faid, Mary, I pray thee, let thee

and I be friends ; for I bear thee no ill-will , and I

pray thee do thou bear me home. And that

the, the deponent, went afterwards home, and

that within a few days after, the faw a woman

with a veil over her face, fland by her bed- fide,

and one ſtanding by her like a little old man, in

filk cloaths, and that this man, whom he took to

be a fpirit, drew the veil off from the woman's

face, and then the knew it to be Goody Newton ;

and that the ſpirit ſpake to the deponent, and would

have had her promife him to follow his advice,

and the fhould have all things after her own heart ;

to which the fays, fhe anfwered, that the would

have nothing to fay to him, for her truft was in

the Lord.

That within a month after the faid Florence had

kiffed her, the, this deponent, fell very ill of fits or

trances, which would take her on a fudden , in

- that violence, that three or four men could not

hold her; and in her fits the would often be taken

with vomitings, and would often vomit up needles,

pins, horfe nails, ftubs, wool, and ftraw, and that

very often. And being aſked, whether the per
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ceived at thofe times what the vomited ?, the faid

The did ; for then he was not in ſo great diſtracti -

on as in other parts of her fits ſhe was, And that

a little before the beginning of her fits, feveral (and

very many) fmall ftones would fall upon her as the

went up and down, and would follow her from

place to place, and from one room to another, and

would hit her on the head, ſhoulders, and arms,

and fall to the ground, and vanish away. And

that the and feveral others would fee them fall up-

on her, and on the ground, but could never take.

them, fave only fome few, which the and her maf-

ter caught in their hands: amongſt which one that

had a hole in it, fhe tied it (as fhe was adviſed)

with a leathern thong to her purfe, but it was va-

niſhed immediately, though the leather continued

tied in a full knot.

That in her fits fhe often faw thisFlorence New-

ton, and cried out against her for tormenting of:

her, for, the fays, that fhe would feveral times

ftick pins into her arms, and fome of them ſo faſt,

that a man muſt pluck three or four times to get

out the pin, and they were fluck between the ſkin

and the flesh . That fometimes fhe would be re

moved out of her bed into another room , fome.

times the would be carried to the top ofthe houſe,,

and laid on a board betwixt two follar beams , fome

times put into a cheft, fometimes under a parcel

of wool, fometimes betwixt two feather beds on

which the ufed to lie, and fometimes betwixt the

bed and the mat in her mafter's chamber, in the

daytime. And being asked how the knew the

was thus carried about and difpofed of, féeing in

K. 6) .
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her fits ſhe was in a violent diſtraction ? She an

fwered, the never knew where he was, till they!

ofthe family and the neighbours with them, would

be taking her out of the places whither the was fo

carried and removed. And being aſked the reast

fon wherefore fhe cried out fo much againſt the

faid Florence Newton in her fits? She an

- fwered, becauſe the both faw her, andfelt her tor

turing.
L

And being asked, how he could think it was

Florence Newton that did her this prejudice ? She

faid, firſt becauſe ſhe threatened her ; then becauſes

after the had kiſſed her, fhe fell into theſe fits, and

that the both faw and felt her tormenting. And,

lastly, that when the people of the family, by ad

vice of the neighbours, and confent ofthe mayor

had fent for Florence Newton, to come to the del

ponent, ſhe was always worfe when ſhe was brought

unto her, and her fits more violent than at another

time. And that after the faid Florence had been

committed at Youghall, the deponent was not

troubled, but was very well till a little while after

the faid Florence was removed to Cork, and then

the deponent was as ill as ever before. And the

mayor of Youghall, one Mr. Mayre,, then fent to

know whether the faid Florence were bolted ( as the

deponent was told) and finding fhe was not, order

wasgiventoput her bolts on her; which being done,

the depotent faith,, fhe was well again, and fo hath

continued ever fince. And being asked,, whether

The had fuch like fits before the faid ,Flórence gave

her the kifs, the faith, fhe never had any, but be

lieves that with that kifs the bewitched her, and
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the rather becauſe the hath heard from Nicolas

Pyne and others, that the faid: Florence had con

feffed as much wearodna 3/4 b6b vinst suita

*

Mary Langdon having clofed her evidence, Flo-i

Fence Newton peeped at her, as it were betwixt the

heads ofthe bystanders that interpofed betwixt her

and the faid Mary, and lifting up both her hands !

together, as they were manacled, caft them in an

angry violent motion (as was feen and obferved by :

W. Afhton) towards this faid Mary, as if the in-

tended to ftrike at her, if he could have reachedI

her, and faid, now the is down . Upon which

the maid fell fuddenly down to the ground like a

ftone, and fell into a moft violent fit, that all the

people that could come to lay bands on her could

fcarce hold her, the biting her own arms, and

fhrieking out in a moſt hideous manner, to the a-

mazement of all the beholders And continuing

fo for about a quarter of an hour (the faid Elo-

rence Newtonfitting by herfelfall that while pinch-

ing her own hands and arms, as was fworn by fome ,

that obferved her) the maid was ordered to be ta-

ken out ofcourt, and carried into a houſe. Whence

feveral perfons after that brought word, that the::

maid was in a vomiting fit, and they brought in ſe‐ ›

veral crooked pins, ftraws,, and wool, in white

foam like fpittle in great proportions : whereupon ,

the court having taken notice, that the maid, had

been very well when the faid Florence was in

bolts, and ill when out of them, till they were as

gain put on her, I demanded ofthe jailor ifthe wast

in bolts or no, he ſaid ſhe was not , but only mai

nacled. Upon which, order was given to put on he



2:30: WIT-CHES, GHOST sy

•

bolts, and on putting them on, fhe cried out the

was killed, fhe was undone, he was fpoiled, why

do you torment me thus ? and fo complaining.

grievously for a quarter of an hour. And then :

came in a meffenger from the maid, and informed

the court ſhe was well. At which Florence im-

mediately and cholerickly pronounced theſe words,

She is not well yet. And being demanded how.

fhe knew he was not well ? She denied ſhe ſaid:

fo, though many in court heard her fay the words ;.

and the faid, if fhe did, the knew not what the

faid, being old and difquieted, and diſtracted with

her fufferings. But the maid being reafonably come

to herſelf, was, before the court knew any thing of:

it, ſent out of town to Youghall, and fo was no

farther examined by the court.

The fit of the maid being urged by the court:

with all the circumftances of it upon Florence to

have been a continuance of her devilish practice,

the denied it, and likewife the motion of her hands ,

or the faying, now fhe is down, though the court

faw the firft, and the words were fworn by one

Roger Moor. And one Thomas Harrifon fwore

thathe had obferved thefaid Florence to peep at her,

and uſed that motion with her hands, and faw the

maid immediately fall upon that motion, and heard

the words, now fhe is down , uttered,

Nicholas Stout depofed, That he had oft tried,,

having heard it often faid, that ; witches could not

fay the Lord's prayer, whether he could ſay that .

prayer or no, and found the could noti› Where

upon the faid the could fay it, and had often faid

it, defired the court to hear her fay it; they gave
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her leave, and four times together, after thefe

words, give us this day our daily bread, the con

tinually faid, as we forgive them, always leaving.

out the words, and forgive us our trefpaffes ; up-

on which the court appointed one near her to teach

here theſe words the fo left out. But either the

could not or would not fay them, ufing only thefe-

or the like words when theſe were repeated, ay, ay,

trefpaffes , that is the words. And being often.

preffed to utter the words as they were repeated to

her, fhe did not. And being asked the reafon, fhe

faid fhe was old, and had a bad memory ; and be-

ing aſked how her memory ferved her fo well-

for other parts of the prayer, and only failed.

her for that, ſhe ſaid the knew not, neither could.

fhe help it.

John Pyne depofed, that about January laft,

the faid Mary Langdon being his fervant, was

much troubled with little ftones that were thrown

at her wherever fhe went, and that he hath feen.

them come as if they were thrown at her ; o-

thers as if they dropped on her, and that he has

feen great quantities ofthem, and that they would'

after they had hit her fall on the ground, and then

vaniſh, ſo that none of them could be found .

And farther, that the maid once caught one of

them, and he himfelf another, and one of them

with a hole in it,, fhe tied to her purfe, but it va-

nifhed in a little time, but the knot of the leather

that tied it remained unaltered. That after thefe

ftones had thus haunted her, the fell into moft griev-

ous fits, wherein he was ſo violently diſtracted , that

four men would have much ado to hold her, and
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that at the highest extremity ofher fits, he would

cry out against Gammer Newton, for hurting and

tormenting of her. That fometimes the maid

would be reading in the bible, and on a fudden he

hath feen the bible ſtruck out of her hand, into the

middle ofthe room , and the immediately caft into

a violent fit. That in her fits, he hath feen two

bibles laid on her breaft, and in the twinkling of an

eye, theywould be caft between the two beds the

maid lay on, fometimes thrown into the middle of

the room ; and that Nicholas Pyne held the bible

in the maid's hands fo faft, that it being fuddenly

ſnatched away, two of the leaves were torn. That

in many other fits the maid was removed ſtrange-

ly in thetwinkling of an eye, out ofthe bed, fome

times into the bottom of a cheft with linen , under

all the linen, and the linen not at all difordered,

fometimes between the two beds the lay on, fome-

times under a parcel of wool, fometimes betwixt

his bed and the mat of it in another room; and

once ſhe was laid on a ſmall deal board, which lay

on the top of the houfe betwixt two follar beams,

where he was forced to rear up ladders to feteh.

her down... That in her fits the bath often vomit-

ed up woch, pins, horſe nails, ftraw,, needles, and

mofs, with a kind of white foam or ſpittle, and

hath had feveral pins ftuck into her arms and

hands, that fometimes a man müft pull three or

four times before he could pull them out, and

fome have been fuck between the field and the

kin, where they might perfectly be feen, but not

譬

taken out, nor any place feen where they were put

That when the witch was brought into the
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room,where she was, the would be in more violent

and longer-lasting fits than at other times.

all the timethe witch was at liberty, the maid was

ill: as foon as he was committed and bolted, the

recovered and was well, and when the witch was

removed to Cork the maid fell ill. And there.

upon the mayor of Youghall fent to fee if ſhe was

bolted, and to acquaint them that the maid was ill,

and to defire them to bolt the witch if fhe was not

fo. That the immediately mended, and was as

well as ever he was; and when the meffen-

ger came from Cork, and told them when thê

witch was bolted, it fell out at the very time the

maid amended at Youghall.

Nicholas Pyne depofed, that the fecond night

after the witch was in prifon, being the twenty-

fourth of March last, he and Jofeph Thomſon and

Roger Hawkins, and fome others, went to ſpeak

with her concerning the maid, and told her that it

was the general opinion of the town, that the had

bewitched her, and defired her to deal freely with

them, whether he had bewitched her or no. She

faid fhe hadnot bewitchedher, but it maybe ſhe had

overlooked her, and that there was a great diffe

rence between bewitching and overlooking, and

that he would not have done her any harm if ſhe

had not touched her, and that therefore he had

kiffed her. And the faid, that what mifchief the

thought of at that time fhe kiffed her, that would

fall upon her, and he would not confefs but the

had wronged her, and thereupon fell down upon

her knees, and prayed God to forgive her før

wronging the poor wench. They wished that

3
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the might not be wholly deftroyed by her ; to

which the faid, it must be another that must help

her, and not they that did the harm . And then

fhe faid, there were others, as Goody Halfpenny,

and Goody Dod in town, that coulddo theſe things

as well as fhe, and that it might be one of them

that had done the maid wrong.

That towards evening, the door of the priſon

fhook, and the arofe up haftily and faid, What

makeſt thou here this time a night ; and there

-was a very great noife, as if fomebody with bolts

and chains had been running up and down the

room ; and they asked her what it was the ſpoke

to, and what it was made the noife ? and the faid,

the faw ,nothing; neither did fhe fay any thing,

and if he did it was the knew not what . But the

next day the confeffed it was a ſpirit, and her fa-

miliar in the fhape of a greyhound.

And he faid, farther. That he and Mr. Ed-

wardPetry, and others, for tryal, took a tile off the

prifon next the place where the witch lay, and car.

ried it tothe houfe where the maid lived, and put

it into the fire till it was red hot, and then dropped

fome ofthe maid's water upon it, and the witch

was then grievoufly tormented, and when the wà›

ter was confumed the was well again.

And as to the ftones falling on and caſft at the

maid, as to the maid's fits, her removal into the

kitchen, under the wool, between the feather beds,

on the top of the deal board betwixt two follar

beams, concerning the bibles and their removes,

his holding one of them in the maid's hands

till two oftheleaves were torn out, concerning the

y
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maid's vomiting, and calling out againſt the witch;

he agrees perfectly with John Pyne throughout, as

before.

1

Edward Perry depofed, that he, Mr. Greatrix,

and Mr. Blackwall, went to the maid, and Mr.

Greatrix and he had read of a way to difcover å

witch, which he would put in practice . And fo

they fent for the witch, and fet her on a ſtool , and

a fhoemaker with a ftrong awl endeavoured to ftick

it in the ftool, but could not till the third time.

And then they bad her come off the ftool, but fhe

faid, fhe was very weary and could not ftir. Then

two of them pulled her off, and the man went to

pull out his awl, and it dropt into his hand with

half an inch broke offthe blade of it : they all look.

ed to find it where it had been ftuck, but could.

not find any place where an entry had been made

by it. Then they took another awl, and put it in-

to the maid's hand, and one of them took the

maid's hand, and ran violently at the witch's hand:

with it, but could not enter it, though the awl was

fo bent, that none of them could put it ftrait again .

Then Mr. Blackwall took a launce, and launced:

one of her hands, an inch and a half long, and a

quarter of an inch deep, but it bled not at all.

Then he launced the other hand, and then they

bled.

He further faith, that after she was in prifon, he

went with Roger Hawkins and others to difcourfe-

with the witch about the maid, and they asked what

it was fhe fpoke to the day before ; and after fome

denial, the faid it was a greyhound which was her

familiar, and went out at the window; and then.
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the faid, if I have done the maid hurt I am forry

forit. And being then asked whether the bad

done her any hurt, the faid the never did bewitch

her, but confeffed the overlooked her that time ſhe

kiffed her, but that he could not now help her,

for none could help that did the mifchief, but d-

thers. And further faith, that after the affizes at

Cafhall, he meeting with one William Lap, and

difcourfing about thefe paffages with him, the faid

Lap told the deponent, that if he would but take

a tile off the houſe near the place where the witch

lay, and heat it red hot in the fire, and then take

fome ofthe maid's water and drop it upon it, that

fo long as this was doing, he ſhould find the witch

moft grievously tormented : that afterwards he

Edward Perry, Nicholas Pyne, and others, pur

this in practice, and found that the witch was ex-

tremely tormented and vexed, and when the ex-

periment was over the came to herfelf; and then

they asked her how the came to hurt the maid

She faid, that what evil fhe thought against the

maid that time the kiffed her, that would fall upon

her, and that he could not have hurt hersexcept

ſhe had touched her, and then fhe fell on her knees

and confeffed fhe had wronged the maid, and

defired God to forgive her. And then they

put her upon faying the Lord's prayer, but he

could not ſay the words, and forgive us our tref-

paffes..

3

f

Mr. Wood, a minifter, depofed, that having

heard ofthe ftones dropped and thrown at the maidy

and of her fits, and meeting with the maid's brow

ther, he went along with him to the maid, he
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found her in a fit, crying out againſt Gammer New.

ton, that the pricked her and hurt her. And

when she came to herfelf, he asked her, what had

touched her? and fhe faid, Gammer Newton. The

deponent faid, why, he was not there. Yes, faid

fhe, I faw her by my bedfide. The deponent then

afked her, the original of all,
}

which the related

the beef, and afterfrom the time of her begging

kiffing, and fo to that time. That then they cauf

ed the maid to be got up, and fent for Florence

Newton, but the refufed to come, pretending the

was fick, though indeed it appeared fhe was very

well. Then the mayor of Youghall came in and

fpake with the maid, and then fent again, and

caufed Florence Newton to be brought in, and im

mediately the maid fell into her fit far more vio-

lent, and three times as long as any other time;

and all the time the witch was in the chamber the

maid cried continually of being hurt here and

there, but never named the witch ; but as foon as

fhe was removed, then fhe cried out against herby

the name of Gammer Newton, and this for feve-

ral times. And ſtill when the witch was out of

the chamber, the maid would defire to go to pray-

ers, and he faw good affections in her time of

prayers ; but when the witch was brought in again ,

though never fo privately, although the could not

poffibly, as he conceives, ſee her, the would be im-

mediately ſenſeleſs and like to be ſtrangled, and fo

would continue till the witch was taken out, and

then though never fo privately carried away, the

wouldcome again to her fenfes. That afterwards

Mr. Greatrix, Mr. Blackwall, and fome others, who

1
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would need fatisfy themſelves in the influence of

the witch's prefence, tried it, and found it feveral

times . Although he did it with all poffible priva-

cy, and fo as none could think it poffible for the

maid to know either of the witch's coming in or

going out.

Richard Mayre, mayor of Youghall depofed,

that about the twenty fourth of March laft, he fent;

for Florence Newton , and examined her about the

maid, and the at firft denied, and accufed good

wife Halfpenny and good wife Dod, but at length,

when be had caufed a boat to be provided , and had

thought to have tried the water experiment on

them all three, then Florence Newton confeffed

the had overlooked the maid, and done her wrong.

with a kifs; for which he was heartily forry, and

defired God to forgive her. That then he like-

wife examined the other two women, Halfpenny

and Dod, but they utterly denied it, and were con-

tent to abide any tryal : Whereupon he cauſed both

Florence, Halfpenny, and Dod to be carried to the

maid ; and he told her, thefe two women, or one of

them, were ſaid by Gammer Newton to have done

her hurt: But fhe anſwered, no, no ; they are ho

neft women ; it is Gammer Newton that hurts

me, and I believe the is not far off. That then

they afterwards brought in Newton privately, and

then he fell into a moft violent fit ready to be

Arangled, till the witch was removed, and then

fhe was well again, and this for three ſeveral times.

He farther depofed, that there were three alder-

men in Youghall, whofe children fhe had kiffed,

as he had heard them affirm, and all the children

4
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died prefently after. And to the fending her to

Cork to have the bolts put on, fears as before de-

pofed.

Hitherto we have heard the moft confiderable

evidence touching Florence Newton's witchcraft

upon Mary Langdon , for which fhe was commit-

ted to Youghall priſon, March 24th, 1661 ; but

April following the bewitched one David Jones

to death, by kiffing his hand through the grate of

the prifon, for which he was indicted at Cork aſ-

fizes , and the evidence is as follows :

Elenor Jones, relict of the faid David Jones,

being fworn and examined in open court, what

the knew concerning any practice of witchcraft by

the faid Florence Newton upon the faid David her

husband, depofed, that in April laft, the ſaid Da-

vid, her late husband, having been out all the

night, came home early the next morning, and ſaid

to her, Where doft thou think I have been all

night ? To which the answered, the knew not.

He replied, I and Frank Befely have been fland-

ing centinel over the witch all night . To which

the faid, why, what hurt is that ? Hurt, quoth he,

marry, and I doubt it is never the better for me,

for the hath kiffed my hand, and I have had a great

paininthat arm, and 1 verilybelieve the hath bewitch-

ed me, if ever the bewitched a man, to which

the anfwered, the Lord forbid! That all the

night and continually, from that time, he was reft .

lefs and ill, complaining, exceedingly of a great

pain in his arm for feven days together ; and at fe-

ven days end he complained that the pain was come

from his arm to his heart, and then kept his bed,
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night and day grievouſly afflicted and crying out

againſt Florence Newton, and about fourteen days

after died.

*

Francis Befely depofed, that about the time a

bove-mentioned, meeting with the faid DavidJones,

and difcourfing with him of the ſeveral reports

then stirring againſt the faid Florence Newton

(who was then in priſon at Youghall, for bewitch-

ing Mary Langdon ) viz . That ſhe had feveral fa-

miliars reforting to her in fundry fhapes ; the faid

David Jones told him, the faid Francis Befely, that

he had a great mind to watch her one night, to obs

ferve whether he could fee any cats or other crea-

tures refort to her through the grate, as it was fuf-

pected they did, and defired the faid Francis to go

with him , which he did. And that when they

came thither, David Jones came to Florence, and

told her, that he had heard the could not fay the

Lord's prayer, to which the anſwered, She could.

He then defired her to fay it; but the excufed her.

felf by the decay of her memory through old age :

Then David Jones began to teach her, but the

could not, or would not fay it, though often taught

it.

Upon which the faid Jones and Befely being

withdrawn a little from her, and difcourfing upon

her not being able to fay this prayer, the called out

to Jones, and faid, David, David, come hither, I

can fay the Lord's prayer now. Upon which Da-

vid went towards her, and the ſaid deponent would

have plucked him back and have perfuaded him

not to go to her, but he would not be perfuaded,

but went to the grate to her, and fhe began to fay
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the Lord's prayer, but could not fay, forgive us our

trefpaffes, fo that David again taught her, which

the feemed to take very thankfully, and told him

the had a great mind to have kiffed him, but that

the grate hindered, but defired fhe might kifs his

hand; whereupon he gave her his hand through

the grate, and the kiffed it, and towards break of

day they went awayand parted, and foon after, he

heard that David Jones was ill . Whereupon he

went to visit him two or three days after, and

found him very ill of a pain in the arm, which he

exceedingly complained of, and told the deponent,

that ever fince he parted with him, he had been

feized with that pain, and that the old hag had be-

witched him when the kiffed his hand, and that

ſhe had him now by the hand, and was pulling :

off his arm. And he ſaid, do you not fee the old

hag how the pulls me? Well, I lay my death to

her, the has bewitched me. And ſeveral times

after, would complain that fhe had tormented him,

and bewitched him, and that he laid his death to

her. And after fourteen days languishing he

died.

L
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001Of a Houfe haunted at Stratford Bow:

aprendi adwdlo meto souiq's oʻNG 100 JUT

CERTAIN gentleman about thirty years

ago or more, being to travel from London

into Effex, and to pass through Bow, at the requeſt

of a friend, he called at a houſe there, which be-

gan then to be diſquieted, but not any thing much

remarkable yet, unless of a young girl, who was

plucked by the thigh by a cold hand in her bed,

who died in a few days after.moodia ir nov lamin

Some weeks after this, his occafions called him

back, he paffed by the fame houſe again, but had

no defign to give them a new vifit, he having done

that not long before ; but it happening that the

woman of the houfe ftood at the door, he thought

himfelf engaged to ride up to her, and afk her how

The did: to which the answered, with a forrówful

countenance, thatthough hewas in her able health,

yet things were very ill with them; their houfe

being extremely haunted, eſpecially above ftairs, fo

that they were forced to keep in the lower room

there were fuch flinging of things up and down, of

ſtones and bricks through the window, and putting

all in diforder: but he could fcarce forbear laugh-

ing at her, giving fo little credit to fuch ftories him-

ſelf, and thought it was only the tricks of ſome un-

happy wag to make ſport to themſelves, and trou-

ble to their neighbours. oni vedgid „broɔ26 nwo

** Well, faid fhe, if you withbut ſtay a whiles you

may chance to fee fomething with your own eyes,
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and indeed he had not ſtaid any confiderable time

with her in the street, but the window ofan upper

room opened of itself (for they of the family

took it for granted there was no body above ftairs)

and out came a piece of an old wheel through it, and

preſently clapped to again: a little while after it

fuddenly flew open again, and out comes a brick-

bat, which enflamed the gentleman with a more

eager defire to fee what the matter was, and difco-

ver the cheat ; and therefore he boldly refolved, if

any one would go up with him, he would go into

the chamber, but none prefent durft accompany

him : yet the keen defire of diſcovering the cheat,

made him venture alone into the room ; into which,

when he was come, he faw the bedding, chairs,

ftools, candlesticks, and bedsteads, with all the fur-

niture, rudely feattered on the floor, but upon

fearch, found no mortal in the room ; Well, he

taid there a while to fee the conféquence ; anon a

bedſtead begins to move, and turn itſelf a good

while upon its toe, and at laſt fairly laid itſelf down

again. The curious fpectator, when he had obfer-

ved it to lye ftill awhile, fteps to it, views it, whe

ther any ring or hair was tied to it, or whether

there was any hole or button, to faften fuch a string

to, or any hole or firing in the ceiling above; but,

after fearch, he found not the leaſt fufpicion of a-

ny fuchthing. He retired to the window again,

to obferve a little longer what may fall out, anon,

another bedſtead arifes from off the ground of its

own accord, higher into theair, and feemsto make

towards him. He now began to think there was

fomething more than ordinary in the buſinefs, and

L 2
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preſently makes to the door with all ſpeed, and,

for better caution, fhuts it after him, which was

prefently opened again, and fuch a clatter of chairs ,

ftools, candleſticks and bedpofts fent after him down

ftairs, as if they intended to have maimed him ;

but their motion was fo moderated, that he receiv-

ed no harm: but by this time he was abundantly

affured, that it was not mere womaniſh fear, or fu-

perftition, that affrighted the miſtreſs of the houfe,

and while in a low room he was talking with the

family about theſe things, he faw a tobacco pipe

rife from a fide-table ( nobody being nigh) and fly

to the other fide of the room, and break itſelf a-

gainst the wall : for his further confirmation, that

it was neither the tricks of wags, nor the fancy of

a woman, but the mad frolicks of witches and dæ

mons
, whiwhich they of the houfe being fully perfuad-

ed of, roafted a bedſtead, upon which an old wo-

man, a fufpected witch came to the houſe, and was

apprehended, but eſcaped the law ; and the houſe

was afterwards fo il! haunted, in all the rooms, up-

per and lower, that it ftood empty a long while af-

ter.This story was written by Dr More, who

declares he had it from the mouth of Dr. Gibbs, a

prebendary of Westminster, who was the perfon

that was at the haunted houſe, at Bow, and faw the

motion of the bedfteads, tobacco pipe, &c. and that

Paul Fox was the man who inhabited the faid

houfe.

61

my shot truenda ula ovrg ondtbes , vend

sląd pardoncs
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更 更 更 更

The Apparition of the Ghost of Major Sydenham, to

S

Captain Dyke.

HORTLY after major Sydenham's death,

doctor Thomas Dyke came to the houſe, to

take care of a child that was there fick ; and in his

way thither, he called on the captain, who was ve-

ry willing to wait on him to the place, becaufe he
muft, asbe predskod

thither that night, tho'

he had not met with fo encouraging an opportuni-

ty; after their arrival at the houfe, and the civili-

ties of the people fhewn them in that entertain-

ment, they were feafonably conducted to their

Lodging, which they defired might be together in

the fame bed ; where, after they had lain awhile,

the captain knocked, and bid the fervant bring him

two of the largeſt candles lighted he could get;

whereupon the doctor enquires what he meant by

this? The captain anſwers, you know, coufin , what

difputes the major and I have had touching the

being of the God, and the immortality of a foul, in

which points we could never yet be refolved, tho'

wefo much fought for, and defired it , and there-

fore it was at length fully agreed between us , that

which ofus who died firft fhould the third night, af-

ter his funeral, between the hours of twelve and

one, come to the little houfe that is here in the

garden, and there give a full account to the furvivor

touching thefe matters : who fhould be fure to be

prefentthere at the fet time, to receive a full fatis

L 3
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faction ; and this , fays the captain, is the very

night, and I am come on purpofe to fulfil my pro-*

mife. The doctor diffuaded him, reminding him

of the danger of following fuch ftrange councils,

for which we could have no warrant ; and that the

devil might, by fome cunning devife, make fuch an

advantage of this rafh attempt, as might work his

ruin the captain replies, that he had fo folemnly

engaged, that nothing fhould difcourage him;

and added, that if the doctor would walk awhile

with him, he would thank him , if not, he might

compofe himſelf again to his reft; but, for his own

part, he was refolved to watch, that he might be

fure to be prefent at the hour appointed: to that

purpofe he fet his watch by him, and as foon as he

perceived by it that it was half an hour paſt eleven,

he rifes, and takes a candle in each hand, goes out

by a back door of which he had before procured the

key, and walks to the garden houfe, where he con-

tinued two hours and a half, and, at his return,

declared, that he had neither feen nor heard any

thing more than what was ufual . But I know,

faid he, that my major would furely have come had

he been able.

About fix weeks after the captain rides to Eton,

to place his fon a fcholar there; when the doctor

went thither with him; they lodged there at an

inn, the fign of the Chriftopher, and ftaid two or

three nights ; not lying together now as before at

Dulverton, but in two feveral chambers: the mor-

ning before they went thence, the captain ftaid in

his chamber longer than he was wont to do, before

be called upon the doctor. At length he comes
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into the doctor's chamber, but in a vifage and form

much different from himſelf, with his hair and eyes

ſtaring, and his whole body fhaking and trembling ;

whereat the doctor wondering, prefently demanded,

what is the matter, coulin captain ? The captain

replics, I have feen my major; at which the doc-

tor feeming to ſmile, the captain immediately.

confirms it, faying, if ever I faw him in my life, I

faw him now and then he related to the doctor

what had paffed, thus; this morning after it was

light, one comes to my bed fide, and fuddenly

drawing backthe curtains, calls, captain, captain,

(which was the familiar term the major ufed to

call the captain's name by) to whom I replied,

what, my major ; to which he returns, I could not

come at the time appointed, but I am now come to

tell you, that there is a God, and a very juft and

terrible one ; and if you doo not turn over a new

leaf ( the very expreffion as by the doctor was pun-

Etually remembred) you will find it fo ; the captain

proceeded ; onthe table by there lay a fword, which

the major had formerly given me. Now, after the

apparition had walked a turn ortwo about the cham-

ber, he took up the fword, drew it out, and finding

it not fo clean and bright as it ought, captain, cap-

tain, fays he, this fword did not ufe to be kept af.

ter this manner when it was mine ; after which

words he fuddenly disappeared . The captain was

not only thoroughly perfuaded of what he had thus

feen and heard, but, for that time, was obferved to

bemuch affected with it; and the humour that be--hit; andt

fore in him was brifk, andjovial, was then ftrangely

altered, infomuch, that very little meat would pafs

A

L 4
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down with him at dinner, though at the taking

leave of his friends, there was a very handfome

treat provided : it was even obferved, that what

the captain had ſeen and heard had a laſting in-

fluence upon him; and was judged by thofe

who were well acquainted with him, that the

remembrance of this paffage ftuck cloſe to him,

and that thoſe words of his dead friend were fre

quently founding breath in his ears, during the re-

mainder of his life, which was about two years.

The Death ofthe rich AntonioArangelyforetold.

N the reign of King Henry VIII. there was one

INMr. Gresham , a merchant of London, who was

failing homeward from Palermo, a city in Sicily,

wherein was dwelling at that time one Antonio,

firnamed,The Rich, who had at one time two king-

doms mortgaged to him bythe king of Spain: Mr.

Grefham , croffed by contrary winds, was conftrain.

ed to anchor under the lee of the iſland of Strom-

bulo, where was a burning mountain : now about

the mid-day, when for a certain fpace the moun

tain ufed to forbear fending forth flames ; he with

eight of the failors afcended the mountain, ap-

proaching as near the vent as they durft ; where a-

mongſt other noiſes, they heard a voice cry aloud,

" Diſpatch, diſpatch, the rich Antonio is com-

ing," terrified herewith, they haftened their re

turn, and the mountain prefently vomited out fires

and from fo difmal a place they made all the hafte
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they could ; but defiring to know more ofthis mat

ter (fince the winds ſtill thwarted their courſe) they

returned to Palermo, and forthwith enquiring for

Antonio, they found that he had died that very in-

fant (fo hear as they could compute) when that

voice was heard by them; Mr. Gresham at his re-

turn into England, reported this to the king; and

the mariners being called before him, confirmed

the fame on their oaths This wrought fo deep an

impreffion on Mr. Gresham that he gave over all

merchandizing, and diftributed his eftate, partly to

his kindred, and partly to good uſes, retaining on-

ly a competency for himfelf, and fo fpent the reft

of his days in a folitary devotion. \ 19 115,2

1

The Second Sight of John McKaysha &

polecak 563 26

E

Nfign Donald M'Leod, and his brother Nor

man, perfons of candour, who lived then at

Laoran, informed me, That, having miffed a cow

for nine or ten days, which being fought out in

vain by his herd, he at length coming accidentally.

to John McKay's houfe, and having made mention

to him of the cow that was loft or ftrayed ; he told:

him , that he would find her perifhed in a certain .

fpot, mangled by dogs at both ends, and directed .

to the place with fuch marks of the fituation , rocks

and trees that were adjoining, that without any

miſtake, he came to it, and found the cow, as de

fcribed by old John, who had been five weeks con-

fined to his bed, and his wife abfent all the time;.

I 5
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fo that he had no means to know any thing about

the cow, but either from the fecond- fight, or fome

other method of divination. yns 1 bid, 3291 sd 7

plega vam ti pritoffkibong eid to confini stora 201

W

Account of a Second Sighted Serjeant.

THE

HERE lives at Glenelg, a perfon commonly

known by the name of Serjeant, a most re-

markable feer, of whom I had many ftories, from

very good authors, of his prophetic talent: I will

only mention one, which may ferve as a fample of

all the reft, and was delivered to me by Enfign

M'Leod, who as he was travelling home under

night, accompanied by the Serjeant, this feer, Jon

the ſudden, defired him to keep to a fide, as there

was a throng gathering of people coming on the

direct path of the road, carrying a corpfe on a lit-

ter. The enfign having told him, he had no faith

in fuch difcoveries, the feer replied, The vifion in

a fhort time would be fulfilled, and that the enfign

himſelf would be one of the company ; and then

named feverals from the neighbouring countries,

diftinguishing them by their names, arms, and

cloathing, who were to aflift at the interment; and

pointed at particular paffes, where fuch and fuch

men were to relieve thofe who carried the bier. In

fome fhort time thereafter a gentlewoman that

was fifter to the enfigny departed this life, at Myle

in Glenmore: Allthe perfons foretold, were cal-

led and affifted at the interment, without the leaft

variation from the feene, as above defcribed, from

7
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the declarant's obfervation, who took notice of the

particular circumftances communicated to him by

the feer. And if any of the curious fhould wish

for more inftances of his predictions, he may apply

to the Reverend Mr. Donald M'Leod minifter of

Glenelg, who may furnish them with feverals, as

he has a throng collection of furprising narrations,

delivered him by the Serjeant.

* 1071 2

Account ofEvander M' Mhaoldonich, a noted Seer.

M

Ary Campbell, a woman of acknowledged

probity and candour, relates, That when

fhe was a young girl, living in her father's houfe

upon the island of Scalpa, there was a notable old

feer, one Evander M'Mhaoldonich , a domeſtic in

the family, who, bythe fecond fight, foretold feve-

veral events which punctually came to pafs ; and,

in particular, that Kenneth Campbell her brother,.

being on a jaunt in the Lewes, and as he was re-

turning home, accompanied by his fervant, whom

he had fent upon an errand to a village at fome di-

ftance , as the faid Kenneth was folitarily coming

on his way, he found himſelf feized with a faint-

ithnefs, which fo gained upon him, that he was o-

bliged to crawl on all fours through mires and.

puddles, to a defolate cottage, where he remained

that night, and after a found fleep, recovered of his.

ailment. The old feer that night feemed frettiſh .

and being asked the reafon, of his being fo much.

nout ofhumour, told, that the faid Kenneth Camp

L 6
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bell was not at his eafe, and that he obferved him ,

by the fecond fight, in a very diftreffed condition,

his cloaths being fuddled, and all befpattered with

filth and mud; which, upon his return to the fa-

mily next day, he himself declared to have been li-

terally true, according to the above prediction,!

邑

The Appearance of the Ghost of one Mr. Bower, of

Guilford, to a Highwayman in Prifon. In a

Letter of Dr. Ezekias Burton, to Dr. H. More.

A

BOUT ten years ago, one Mr. Bower, an

ancient man, living at Guilford, in Surry,

was upon the highway, not far from that place,

found barbarously murdered; having one great cut

crofs his throat, almoſt from ear to ear, and a wound

down his breaft; he alfo camein ftooping and hold-

ing his hand on his back ; thus he appeared, but

faid nothing : the thief calls to his two new com-

panions, they grumbled at him, but made no an-

fwer.

In the morning he had retained fo lively an im-

preffion of what he had feen, that he fpoke to them

to the fame purpofe again, and they told him it was

nothing but his fancy : but he was fo fully per-

fuaded of the reality of the apparition, that he told

others of it, and it came to the ears of my friend

Mr. Reading, juftice of the peace in Surry, and

coufin to the gentleman that was murdered . b

He immediately ſent for the priſoner, and aſked

him, in the first place, whether he was born at, or
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lived about Guilford? To which he anfwered, no ?

Secondly, whether he knew any thing of the inha-

bitants of that town, or of the neighbourhood? He

replied, That he was a ftranger to all thereabout :

then he enquired if he ever heard of Mr. Bower?

he faid, no: After this, he examined him for what

cauſe thoſe two other men were committed ? To

which he anſwered, "He knew not; but fuppofed

for fome robbery.

After thefe interrogatories, he defired him to

tell him what he had feen in the night, which he

immediately did, exactly according to the relation

he had heard, and I gave before ; and withal de-

fcribed the old gentleman ſo by his picked beard ,

and that he was ( as he called it) rough on his

cheeks, and that the hairs of his face were black

and white: that Mr. Reading faith , he himſelf could

not have given a more exact defcription of Mr.

Bower than this was : He told the highwayman ,

that he must give him his oath (though that would

fignify little from fuch a rogue) to which the man

readily confented, and took his oath before the ju

ftice ofall this.

*

Mr. Reading, being a very difcreet man, con-

cealed this story from the jury at the affizes, as

knowing this would be no evidence according to

law ; however, the friends of the murdered gentle.

man had been very inquifitive, and difcovered fe-

veral fufpicious circumftances ; one of which was,

that one of thoſe two men had waſhed his cloaths,

and thatfome ftains of blood remained. Another,

that one ofthem had denied that he ever heard Mr.

Bower was dead; whereas he had in another place
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confeffed it two hours before. Upon thefe, and

fuch like evidences, theſe two men were condemn-

ed and executed, but denied it to the laft. But

one of them faid, the other could clear him if he

would, which the by-ftanders understood not.

After fome time, a tinker was hanged (where the

gentleman has forgot) who, at his death, faid, that

the murder of Mr. Bower, of Guilford, was his

greateſt trouble, that he had a hand in it; he con-

feffed he ftruck him a blow on the back, which

fetched him from his horfe, and when he was

down, thofe other two men that were arraigned

- and executed for it, cut his throat, and rifled him .

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Ofa Dutchman who couldfee Ghosts.

MRs

R. Broom, the minifter of Woodbridge, in

Suffolk, meeting one day in a barber's

fhop in that town, a Dutch lieutenant (who was

blown up with Opdam, and taken alive out of the

water, and carried to the town , where he was a

prifoner at large) upon the occafion of fome dif

courfe was told by him, that he could fee ghofts,

and that he had feen divers. Mr. Broom rebuk

ing him for talking fo idly, he perfifted in it very

ftifly ; fome days after lighting upon him again, he

afked him whether he had feen any ghofts fince he

came to town? To which he replied, no.

But not long after this, as they were walking to

gether up the town, he faid to Mr. Broom, Yon-

der comes a ghoft; he fecing nothings afked him .
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whereabouts it was ? The other faid, It is over an

gainſt ſuch a houſe, and it walks looking towards

ſuch a fide, flinging one arm with a glove in its

band; he faid, moreover, that when it came, near

them, they must give way to it; that he ever did

fo, and fome that had not done fo, have fuffered

for it ; anon, he ſaid, it it juſt now upon us, let

us out of the way. Mr. Broom believing it all

fictitious, as foon as he faid thefe words, took hold

of his arm , and kept him by force in the way ; but

as he held him, there came fuch a force against

them, that he was flung into the middle of the

ftreet, and one of the palms of his hand, and one

knee bruifed and broken by the fall, which put him

for a while to exceffive pain ; but ſpying the lieu-

tenant lying like a dead man, he got up as foon as

he could, and applied himſelf to his relief: with

the help of fome others, he got him to the next

fhop, where they poured ftrong water down his

throat, but for fome time could difcern no life in

him at length, what with the ftrong water, and

what with well chafing him, he began to itir; and

when he came to himſelf, his first words were, I

will fhew you no more ghofts . Then he defired

a pipe of tobacco, but Mr. Broom told him, he

fhould take it at his houfe, for he feared fhould he

have it fo foonthere, it would make him fick.

Whereupon they went together to Mr.Broom's

houfe, where they were no fooner arrived, but the

bell rang out, Mr. Broom prefently fent his maid

to enquire who was dead : he brought word it was

fuch a one, a taylor, who died fuddenly, though he

had been in a confumption for a long time; and
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enquiring the time of his death, they found it as

punctually as it could be gueffed, at the very time

when the ghoſt appeared : the ghost had exactly this

taylor's known gait, who ordinarily went alfo with

one arm ſwinging, and a glove in that hand, and

looking on one fide upwards, de aves Lolbaqad

30 d

N. B. This relation was alfo fent to Dr. H.

More, from Mr. Edward Fowler at the end he

writes, that Dr. Burton, as well as himfelf, heard

it from Mr. Broom's own mouth, as I afterwards

did at London, ut frd enrolla bab ,poyo oid qubad

85W 1

།

$

ACopy of a Letter, written to Mr. Aubrey, by à

Gentleman's Son in Strath- Spey in Scotland, a

Students in Divinity, concerning the Second

Sight.

SIR,

$

}

Xum of20

Am more willing than able to fatisfy your de

I fire: As for inftances of fuch a knowledge, I

could furnish many.cz, finom na to act è bas

And firft, Andrew MTherfon of Clunie in Ba-

denoch, being in fuit of the laird of Gareloch's

daughter, as he was upon a day going to Gare,

Joch, the lady Gareloch was going ſomewhere from

the houſe within Kenning, to the road which Clu

nie was coming the lady perceiving him, faid to

her attendants, that yonder was Clunie, ging b

fee his miftrefs. One that had the Second Sight

in her company replied, If yon be he, unless be
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marry within fix months , he will never marry.

The lady afked him how he knew that ? He faid,

very well; for I fee him, faith he, all inclofed in

his winding fheet, except his noftrils and his mouth,

which will alfo cloſe up within fix months; which

happened even as he foretold; within the faid fpace

be died, and his brother Duncan M'Pherfon , the

prefent Clunie, fucceeded. This and the like may

fatisfy your firft query, he feeing this man even

then covered all over with dead linnens. The e-

vent was vifibly repreſented, and, as it were, acted

before his eyes ; and alſo the laſt part ofyour fecond

query, viz. that it was yet to come. As to the

rest of the queſtions, viz . That they diſcover pre-

fent and paft events, is alfo manifeft, thus : I have

heard of a gentleman , whofefon had gone abroad,

and being anxious to know how he was, he went

to confult one who had this faculty, who told him,

that fame day at five o'clock in the afternoon he

had married a woman in France, with whom he

had got fo many thoufand crowns, and within two

years he ſhould come home to fee his father and

friends, leaving his wife with child of a daughter,

and a fon of fix months of age behind him ; which

accordingly was true. About the fame time two

years he came home, and verified all that was fore-

told.

འ It is likewife ordinary with perfons that loſe any

thing to go to fome of thefe men, by whom they

are directed, how, what perfons, and in what place

they shall find it. But all fuch as poflefs that skill,

are not equally dexterous in it. For inftance ; two

of them were at Mr. M'Kenzie's hopfe, minifter of
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Inverness ; the ( one a gentleman, the other a com

mon fellow ; and difcourfing by the firefide, the fel-

low fuddenly began to weep, and cry out, Alas ! ari

las ! fuch a woman is either dead, or prefently ext

piring . The gentlewoman lived five or fix miles

from the houſe, and had been fome days in a fe-

ver. The gentleman being fomewhat better ex-

pert in that faculty, faid, No, the is not dead ; nor

will die of this diſeaſe. O, faith the fellow, do

not you fee her all covered with a winding fheet?

Ay, replied the gentleman, I fee her as well as

you, but do you not fee her linen all wet, which

is her, fweat ? The being preſently cooling of the

fever. This story Mr. M'Kenzy himſelf will te-

tify f ** .

The moſt remarkable of this fort that I hear of

now, is one Archbald M'Keanyers, or M'Donald,

living in Ardinmarch of Glencoe, and I was pre-

fent myſelf, where he foretold fomething which

accordingly fell out in 1683. This man being in

Strathspey, told before the laird of Grant, his lady,

and ſeveral others, and alſo in my father's houſe ;

that Argyle, of whom fe or none knew then where

he was, at least , there was no word of him here,

fhould within twelve months, thereafter come to

the Weft Highlands, and raife a rebellious facti-

on, which would be divided among themfelves,

and difperfe, and he unfortunately be taken and be-

headed at Edinburgh, and his head fet upon the

tolbooth, where his father's head was before him;

proved true in 1685 thereafter! oda fisq low sa on

Touching your third query; the objects of this

knowledge are not only fad and difmal, but alſo
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joyful and profperous. They foretel of happy mar-

riages, good children, what kind of life men fhall

live, and in what condition they fhall die ; and

riches, honour, preferment, peace, plenty, and

good weather. vel commisitang 35 .

2

QueryVI. What way they pretend to have it?

I am informed, that in the iſland of Sky, and efpe-

cially before the gofpel came there, feveral families

had it by fucceffion, defcending from parents to

children, and as yet there be many there that have

it this way ; and the only way to be freed from it

is, when a woman hath it herfelf, and is married

to a man that hath (it alſo , if, in the very act ofde-

livery, upon firſt fight of the child's head, it be bap

tized, the fame is free from it ; if not, it hath it

all its life ; by which it feems it is athing trouble-

fome and uneafy to them that have it, and fuch as

they would fain be rid of. And may fatisfy your

ninth query : and for your farther contentment in

this query, I heard my father fay, that there was

one John M'Grigor very expert in this knowledge!

My father coming with others one day from In-

verneſs, faid by the way, he would go into an ale»'

houſe on the road, then about five miles off. This

M'Grigor being in his company, and taking up a

flate ftone at his foot, and looking at it, replied ,

Nay, you will not go in there, for there is but the

matter of a gallon of ale in it even now, and ere

we come to it, it will be all near drank, and thofe

who are drinking there are ftrangers to us, and ere

we be well paft the houfe, they will difcord among

themselves; which accordingly happened. By this.

and other things of the fame nature, my father's
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euriofity was fo excited, that he wanted to be ma-

fter of this faculty, and told M'Grigor he would

fain learn it: who anfwered, that indeed in three

days time he could teach him if he pleafed; but

yet he would not advife him nor any man to learn

it; for had he once learned, he would never be a

minute of his life but he would fee innumerable

men and women night and day round about him;

which perhaps he would think wearifome and un-

pleafant; for which reafon my father would not

have it. But as fkilful as this man was, yet he

knew not what ſhould bebe his own e
this

man
was,

end, which was

hanging and I am informed that moft, if not all

of them , though they can forefee what thall happen

to others, yet they cannot foretel, much less prevent

what fhall befal themfelves. I am alfo informed

by one who came laft fummer from the Iffe of

Sky, that any perfon that pleaſes mayget it taught

him for a pound or two of tobacco.

*

As for your last query: For my own part, I

hardly believe they can be juftly prefumed , much

lefs truly godly. There was, however , one James

Grant, in Glenbeum' near Kirk-Michael in Strath-

awin, who had this fight, who, as I hear of feveral
hear offev

that were well acquainted with him, was a very ho

neft man, and of right blameleſs converfation . He

ufed ordinarily by looking at the fire, to foretel

what ftrangers would come to his houfe the next

day, or fhortly after, by their habits and arms, and

fometimes alfo by their names ;

goods or cattle were miffing , He would direct his

fervants to the very place where to find them, whe

ther in the mire or upon dry ground

he would

andand if any of his



AND HIGHLAND SEERS 261

1

d

alfo tell ifthe beaft were already dead, or if it would

die ere they could come to it; and in winter, if

they were thick about the fire- fide, he would de

fire them to make room for fome others that ftood

by, though they did not fee them, elfe fome of

them would be quickly thrown into the midft

of it.

They generally term this , fecond-fight in Irish,

Taifhitaranghk, and ſuch as have it Taifhaitrin,

from Taiſh, which properly is a fhadowyfubftance,

or fuch naughty and imperceptible thing, as can

only, or rather fcarcely be difcerned by the eye, but

not caught by the hands ; for which reason they af

figned it to buglis or ghofts ; fo that Taifhtar, is as

much as one that converfes with ghofts or fpirits,

or as they commonly call them, the fairies or fairy

folks. Others call thefe men Phifichin, from Phis,

which is properly fore-fight, or fore knowledge.

This is the fureft and cleareft account of fecond-

fighted men, that 1 can now find, in which I have

been curious in nothing but the verity, fo far as I

could,

T

Yours, &c.

I fhall concludethefe abftracts from Mr. Aubrey,

with a relation he has taken from the Athenian

Mercury; which is as follows. Two perfons,

ladies of quality ( both not long fince deceaſed)

were intimate acquaintance, and loved each other

entirely. It fo fell out, that one of them fell fick

of the fmall-pox, and defired mightily to fee the o-

ther, who would not come, fearing the catching of

them. The afflicted at laft dies of them, and had
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not been buried very long, but the appears at the

other's houfe in the dreſs of a widow ; and aſks for

her friend, who was then at cards , but fends down

her woman to know her bufinefs, who, in fhort,

told her, ſhe muſt impart it to none but her lady,

who, after fhe had received this anfwer, bid her

woman have her into a room, and defired her to

ftay while the game was done, and fhe would wait

on her; The game being done, down ftairs fhe

comes to the apparition, to know her bufinefs. Ma-

dam, ( fays the ghoft, turning up her veil, and her

face appearing full of the fmall -pox) you know ve

ry well, that you and I loved entirely ; and your

not coming to fee me, I took it fo ill at your hands,

that I could not reft till I had feen you, and now

I am come to tell you, that you have not long to

live, therefore prepare to die; and when you are

at a feaft, and make the thirteenth perfon in num-

ber, then remember my words ; and fo the appari

tion vanished. To conclude, fhe was at a feaſt,

where the made the thirteenth perfon in number,

and was afterwards afked by the deceaſed's brother,

whether his fifter did appear to her as was report

ed : She made him no anfwer, but fell a weeping,

and died in a little time after. The gentleman

that told this ftory, fays, That there is hardly any

perfon of quality but knows it to be true.

*X
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My

MR

Surprising Vision of Mr. Morifon . Hong

R. Morifon, an English gentleman, in his

travels, gives this relation: Whilft I lived

at Prague, and had fat up very late one night drin-

king at a feaft, early in the morning, the fun-

beams glancing in my face, as I lay in my bed, I

dreamed that a fhadow paffing by me, told me,That

my father was dead , at which awaking, all in a

fweat, and affected with this dream, I arofe, and

wrote the day and hour, and all circumftances

thereof in a paper-book, which book, with many o-

ther things, I put into a barrel, and fent it from

Prague to Stade, thence to be conveyed into Eng-

land. And now being at Ninemburgh, a merch-

ant of a noble family, well acquainted with met

and my relations, arrived there, who told me, that

my father was dead fome months paft : I defign

not to write any lies, but that which I write is as

true as ftrange. When I returned into England a-

bout four years after, I would not open the barrel

I fent from Prague, nor look into the paper- book,

in which I had written this dream , till I had called

my fifters, and fome other friends to be witneffes,

where myſelf and they were aftonifhed to fee my

written dream anfwer the very day of my father's

death .

FINI S.
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