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A

TREATISE ONWITCHCRAFT.

By Sir George Mackenzie of Roſehaugh, who was

king's advocate, and one of the lords of

the privy council in Scotland.

From his " Laws and Customes of Scotland,

in Matters Criminal."

Printed in 1678.

CONTENTS.

Wierus' arguments against thepuniſhing ofwitches- Anfwers

to Wierus- Some obfervations which may perfuade a

judge to be cautious in judging this crime - Upon what

prefumptions witches may be apprehended-Who are

judges competent thereto Paction with the devil- Re-

nouncing of baptifm-The devil's mark- Threatening

to do mifchief, how punishable- Malefices where there

are no connection betwixt the cauſe and the effect-The

ufing magic arts for good ends, how punishable-Con-

Julting with witches, how punished- What the being

defamed by the witches imports-A witch's confeffion not

punishable, except the thing confeffed be poffibie- Whe-

ther the transportations confeffed, be real, and though

real, whether punishable- Whether a witch can cause

any perfon be poffeffed- Whether penetration be poffible

Whether transformation be poffible- Whether the devil

can make brutes to speak, or raife forms- Whether

witches can transfer diſeaſes, and whether it be lawful

to feek their help for this- Whether witches can kill'

by their looks- Whether witches can procure love by their

potions- How witches torment men by their images-

Whether confeffions before kirkfeffions be relevant-Who

can be witnefes in witchcraft- Witchcraft how puniſh-

able by the civil laws ofEngland and Scotland Con

Julters offortune- tellers, how puniſhed-

B



THAT there are witches, divines cannot doubt , fince

the word of God hath ordained that no witch fhall live ;

nor lawyers in Scotland, feeing our law ordains it to be

punished with death. And though many lawyers in

Holland, and elſewhere, do think, that albeit there were

witches under the law, yet there are none under the

gofpel ; the devil's power having ceaſed, as to theſe, as

well as in his giving refponfes by oracles.

I. Wierus, that great patron of witchcraft, endeavours

to maintain his opinion by thefe arguments, 1. That

fuch as are accufed of witchcraft, are ordinarily filly

old women, whofe age and fex difpofeth them to

melancholy, and whofe melancholy difpofeth them to a

madnefs, which fhould render their confeffions veryfufpect-

ed, and in this crime there are ſeldom other proofs, whereas

the things confeffed are fo horrid, that it cannot be

imagined any reafonable creature would commit them.

2. God can only work the miracle afcribed to witches,

he who is the author of nature being only able to alter or

divert its courſe : And the devil doth but delude the

fancy ofpoor creatures, as fevers and melancholy mifre-

prefent objects. Nor are fuch as are cheated in the one

more guilty than they who are fick ofthe other. And

it is fevere to burn men and women for doing that which

is concluded impoffible to be done by them. 3. It is

anjuft to punish them for doing ill by charms, except it

could be first proved that theſe charms produced the

effects that are punishable ; and lawyers fhould argue thus,

thofe who kill or hurt men or beaſts by unlawful means,

are punishable by death. But fo it is, that witches and

charmers kill men and beafts by unlawful means, and

therefore ought to be punished by death, of which

fyllogifm Wierus denies the minor ; for it can never be

proved that verfes, craffes, or laying flesh in the threshold,

&c. can deftroy men or beafts, thefe being caufes very

diſproportionable to fuch effects, there being no contact

betwixt the agent and patient in thefe cafes. 4. Theſe
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who execute the will of God are not punifhable, for

that is their duty, and fo cannot be their crime. But fo

it is, that whatever the devil or witches do, is decreed by

God either for trial or puniſhment exprefsly, and with-

out his permiffion nothing can be done. And if the

devil were not acting here by obedience, or were at

liberty, he would not leave any one man undeftroyed, or

any of God's works undefaced.

But that there are witches, and that they are puniſh.

able capitally, not only when they poifon or murder, but

even for enchanting and deluding the world, is clear by

an exprefs text, Exod , xxii. verfe 18. " Thou shalt not

fuffer a witch to live." And it is obfervable, that the

fame word which expreffes a witch here, is that which

is ufed in Exod. vii. to exprefs thofe magicians who

deluded only the people by transforming a rod into a

ferpent, as Mofes had done, though no perfon was pre-

judged by their cheat and illufion. Likeas, Lev. xxix.

and 27. It is ordained that " a man or a woman that

hath a familiar fpirit, or that is a wizard, fhall furely be

put to death ; they fhall ftone them with ftones ; their

Blood fhall be upon them." Which laws were in fuch

obfervation amongst the Jews, that the witch of Endor,

1 Sam. xxviii. was afraid to uſe her forcery before the king,

becauſe the king had cut off thoſe who had familiar

fpirits and wizards out of the land. And fo great in-

dignation did the eternal God bear to this fin, that he

did deftroy the ten tribes of Ifrael becauſe they were

addicted to it.

Nor were the Jews only enemies to this vice, but even

the Heathens, following the dictates of nature, puniſhed

witches as enemies to the author of it ; for the Perfians

dafhed their heads against ftones, as Minfing obferves,

ad . Item lex Cornelia inft. de pub. and Tacitus, lib. ii.

Annal. tells us that Publius Marcius and Pituanus, were

executed for this crime ; for which likewife Valerius

Maximus, lib vi. cap. iii. tells us that Publicia and Lu-

cinia were with threefcore and ten other Romans hanged.

1
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But fince it is exprefsly condemned in fcripture, an

many general councils, fuch as Aurelian, Toletan, and

Anaciritan, it fhould not be lawful for us to debate what

the law hath exprefsly condemned, by the fame reaſon,

that we should deny witches , we must deny the truth of

ali hiftory, ecclefiaftic and fecular. It is fure that the

devil having the power and will to prejudge mea, cannot

but be ready to execute all that is in witchcraft : And it

is as credible that God would fuffer men to be convinced

by thefe means, that there are fpirits, and that bytheſe

means he would give continued proofs of his power

in repreffing the devil, and of the neceffity that filly

men have of depending upon his infinite power.

To the former arguments it may be anſwered, that as

to the firſt, all fins and vices are the effects of delufion ;

nor are witches more deluded by melancholy, than mur-

derers are by rage and revenge. And though it hath

never been ſeen, that perfons naturally mad, have been

either guilty of, or punished for this crime, the devil

defigning in this crime to gain only fuch as can damu

themfelves by giving a free confent. Yet if madnefs

could be proved, or did appear ; it would certainly defend

both against the guilt and punishment : And therefore

fuch a feries of clear circumftances fhould concur before

a perfon be found guilty of this crime, as fhould fecure

the pannel, and fatisfy the judge fully in he quærie.

But fince daily experience convinces the world that there

may be fuch a crime, and that the law exacts either

confeffion, or clear proofs, who can condemn the law as

rigorous in this cafe, fince, without believing thefe, there

could be no juftice adminiſtered , and whilt judges fhun-

ned to punish it in fome cafes, they behoved to fuffer it

from the fame arguments to go unpunished in all

cafes.

To the ſecond, it is anfwered, that though neither the

devil nor witches can work miracles, yet the offering to

cheat the world by a commerce with the devil, and the

very believing that the devil is able to do fuch things for

them, fhould be a fufficiet crime ; but much more when
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they believe all thofe things to be done by themfelves,

they giving their own exprefs confent to the crime, and

by concurring by all that in them is to the commiffion of

it. Likeas, it is undeniable, that the devil knowing all

the fecrets of nature, may, by applying actives to paffives

that are unknown to us, produce real effects which feem

impoffible.

To the third, though charms be not able to produce

the effects that are puniſhable in witches, yet fince theſe

effects cannot be produced without the devil, and that

he will not employ himſelf at the defire of any who have

not refigned themfelves wholly to him, it is very just

that the ufers of thefe fhould be punished, being guilty at

leaft ofapoftacy and herefy.

The fourth argument is but a mere and filly ſophiſm ;

for though Godin his providence permits at leaſt all things

that are done, to be done, yet fuch as contemn either the

commands of him or his vicegerents, ought to be pu-

nifhed.

I cannot but acknowledge that there are fome fecrets

in nature which would have been looked upon inthe firſt

authors as the effects of magic : And I believe that in

the duller nations a philofopher drawing iron with a load-

ftone might have run a great risk of being burned ; and

it is hard to give a judgment of Naudeus ' learned book

in favours of the Perfian magicians, the Affyrian chalde-

ans, the Indian gymnofophifts, and the druids of the

Gauls ; for it cannot be denied but that many true ma-

thematicians and phyficians have paffed for magicians in

the duller ages of the world ; but as to this, there is now

no fear, fince learning hath fo fufficiently illuminated the

world, fo as to diſtinguiſh betwixt theſe two.
But I am

ftill jealous of thoſe fages who were frequented by fami-

Har fpirits, though they were otherwife very excellent

men, fuch as Porphir, Jamblicus, Plotin, and others, who

pretendedby the purity of their lives to be fo fpiritual,

as to deferve the friendſhip of fpirits : for befides that the

primitive fathers and doctors of the church have teſtified

B 3
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againt fuch as mere magicians. It is not intelligible

how thofe fpirits that frequente! them could be good,

fince they were tempted to fall from the true religion tɔ

paganiſm, and did offer fuch facrifices as the true God

did never allow ; and if fuch impoftures were allowed , it

were eafy for any to defend themfelves, being truly

witches.

II. Albeit witchcraft be the greateft of crimes, fince

it includes in it the groffeft of herefies, and blafphemies,

and treafons against God, in preferring to the Almighty

his rebel and enemy, and in thinking the devil worthier

of being ferved and reverenced, and is accompanied with

murder, poifoning, beftiality, and other horrid crimes :

Yet I conclude only from this, that when witches are

found guilty, they fhould be moll feverely panifhed, not

with fcourging and banishment, as the custom of Savoy

was related to be by Gothofred, hoc tit . but by the mo

ignominious of deaths. Yet from the horridnefs of this

crime, I do conclude, that of all crimes it requires the

cleareft relevancy, and moft convincing probation. And

I condemn , next to the witches themselves, thote cruel and

too forward judges, who burn perfons by thouſands as

guilty of this crime, to whom I fhall recommend thefe

confiderations .

1. That it is not preſumable that any who hear ofthe

kindness of God to men, and of the devil's malice againft

them,ofthe rewards of heaven, and torments of hell, would

deliberately enter into the fervice of that wicked fpirit,

whom theyknow to have no riches to beflow, nor power

to help , except it be allowed by permiffion that he

may tempt men : and that he being a liar from the be-

ginning, his premifes deferve no belief, efpecially fince .

in no man's experience he hath ever advantaged any per-

fon: whereas on the contrary, his fervice hath brought

all who entered in it to the flake.

2. Thofe poor perfons who are ordinarily accuſed of

this crime, are poor ignorant creatures, and oft-times wo-

men who underſtand not the nature of what they are ac
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Ano-

cufed of and many mistake their own fears and appre

heations for witchcraft ; of which I fhall give you two

inftances, one of a poor weaver, who, after he had con-

feffed witchcraft, being aſked how he faw the devil, he

anſwered, " like flies dancing about the candle."

ther of a woman, who afked ferioufly, when he was

accufed, if a woman might be a witch and not know it ?

And it is dangerous that thefe, who are of all others the

moft fimple, fhould be tried for a crime, which of all

others is most mysterious.

3. Thefe poor creatures, when they are defamed , become

fo confounded with fear, and the clofe prifon in which

they are kept, and ſo ſtarved for want of meat and ſleep,

( either of which wants is enough to diſorder the ftrongest

reafon) that hardly wifer and more ferious people thon

they would efcape diftraction : and when men are con-

founded with fear and apprehenfion, they will imagine

things very ridiculous and abfurd ; and as no man would

efcape a profound melancholy upon fuch an occafion , and

amidst fuch ufages ; therefore I remit to phyſicians and

others to confider what may be the effects of melancholy,

which hath oft made men, who appeared otherwife folid

enough, imagine they were horfes, or had loft their

nofes, &c. And fince it may make men err in things

which are obvious to their fenfes, what may be

expected as to things which tranfcend the wifeft mens

reafon.

4. Moſt of theſe poor creatures are tortured by their

keepers, who being perfuaded they do God good fervice,

think it their duty to vex and torment poor prifoners :

and I know ex certiffima fcientia * , that moſt of all that

ever were taken, were tormented after this manner, and

this ufage was the ground of all their confeffion ; and

albeit the poor mifcreants cannot prove this ufage, the

actors being the only witneffes, yet the judge fhould be

afraid of it, as that which at firft did elicit the confeffiony

and for fear ofwhich they dare not retract it.

From certain knowledge, -
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5. Iwent when I was a juttice-depute to examine fome

women who had confeffed judicially, and one of them,

who was a filly creature, told me under fecrecy, that ſhe

had not confeffed becaufe fhe was guilty, but being a poor

creature, who wrought for her meat, and being defamed

for a witch, fhe knew he would ftarve, for no perfon

thereafter would either give her meat or lodging, and

that all men would beat her, and hound dogs at her, and

that therefore fhe defired to be out of the world ; where

upon the wept moft bitterly. and upon her knees called

God to witnefs what fhe faid . Another told me that fhe

was afraid the devil would challenge a right to her, after

fhe was faid to be his fervant, and would haunt her, as

the miniſter ſaid when he was defiring her to confeſs ; and

therefore the defired to die. And really minifters are oft-

times indifcreet in their zeal, to have poor creatures to

confefs in this ; and I recommend to judges, that the

wifeft minifters ſhould be ſent to them, and thoſe who are

fent, fhould be cautious in this.

6. Many ofthem confefs things which all divines con-

clude impoffible, as tranfmutation of their bodies into

beafts, and money into ftones, and their going through

cloſe doors, and a thouſand other ridiculous things, which

have no truth nor exiſtence but in their fancy.

7. The accufers here are maſters, or neighbours who

had their children dead, and are engaged by grief to

fufpect thefe poor creatures. I knew one likewife burned

becauſe the lady was jealous of her with her huſband :

and the crime is fo odious that they are never affiſted or

defended by their relations.

8. The witneffes and affizers are afraid that if they

efcape, that they will die for it, and therefore they take

an unwarrantable latitude. And I have obferved that

fcarce ever any who were accufed before a country affize

ofneighbours did eſcape that trial .

9. Commiffions are granted ordinarily to gentlemen,

and others in the country who are fufpeted upon this ac

count ; and who are not exactly enough acquainted with
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the nature of this crime, which is fo debateable amongſt

the moſt learned ; nor have the pannels any to plead for

them, and to take notice who are led as witneffes ; fo

that many are admitted who are teftes inhabiles * , and

fufpected : and albeit their confeffions are fent to , and ad-

viſed by the counfel before fuch commiffions be granted ,

yet the counſel cannot know how thefe confeffions were

emitted, nor all the circumſtances which are neceffary and

cannot be known at a distance. Very many of thefe

poor filly women do re - feal at the ftake from the confef-

fions they emitted at the bar, and yet have died very pe-

nitent and asit is very prefumable that few will accufe

themſelves , or confefs against their own life, yet very

many confefs this crime.

III. The method I fhall ufe in treating ofthis crime

fhall be, 1. Upon what fufpicion witches may be appre

hended. 2. What judges are competent. 3. What

ditties are relevant . 4. What probation is fufficient.

5. What is the ordinary phaifhment. As to the firk, T

know it is ordinary in Scotland not only that magiſtrates

do apprehend witches almost upon any dilation , but even

gentlemen, and fuch as are mafters of the ground, do

likewife make them prifoners, and keep them fo till they

tranfmit them at their pleafure to juftices of peace, ma-

giftrates, or fome open prifons. But all this procedure

is maft unwarrantable . For gentlemen, and fuch as are

vefted with no authority, fhould upon no account , with

out a fpecial warrant, apprehend any upon fufpicion that

they are witches, fince to apprehend is an act of jurif.

diction ; and therefore I think no prifon fhould receive

any as fufpected of witchcraft, until they know that the

perfon offered to them, be apprehended by lawful auth-

rity. 2. Since imprifonment is a punishment , and con

ftantly attended with much infamy to the name, and de.

triment to the affairs of him avho is imprifoned , efpecially

in witchcraft, I do conclude, that there muft fo ne pre-

* Improper witneſſes ..
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fumption precede all inquifition. For the meaneft de-

grees of inquifition, though without captor, does fome-

what defame ; and that the perfon fhould not be

apprehended, except it appear, by the event of the

inquifition, that the lies under eit her many or pregnant

fufpicions ; fuch as that ſhe is defamed by other witches ;

that the hath been herſelf of an evil fame ; that ſhe hath

been found charming, or that the ordinary inftruments of

charming be found in her houfe. And according to

Delrio's opinion, lib. v. fect. ii, ad affumendas informa-

tiones, fufficiunt levia judicia, fed gravia requiruntur ad

hoc ut citetur reus, & ut judex fpecialiter inquirat *.

IV. Witchcraft was crimen utriufque fori,t bythe

canon law ; and with us the kirk feffions uſed to inquire

into it, in order to the fcandal ; and to take the

confeffion of the parties, to receive witneffes against

them ; as is clear by the procefs of Janet Barker and

Margaret Lawder, December 9th 1643. But fince fo

much weight is laid upon the depofitions there

emitted, kirk-feffions ſhould be very cautious in their

procedures.

By the act of parliament Q. M. 9 parl. 73. act. All

fheriffs, lords of regalities, and their deputes, and all

otherjudges having power to execute the fame, are or

dained to execute that act against witchcraft ; which can

import no more, but that they ſhould concur to the

puniſhment ofthe crime, by apprehending, or impriſon-

ing the party fufpected : but it doth not follow, that be

cauſe they may concur, that therefore they are judges

competent to the cognition of the crime ; fince the

relevancy in it is oft-times fo intricate, and the procedure

requires neceffarily fo much arbitrarinefs, and the puniſh.

ment is fo fevere, that theſe confiderations jointly ſhould

appropriate the cognition thereof folely to the juſtice

In order to take information ,light trials fuffice , but particular

-ones are required to this one, that the perfon accuſed be fummoned,

and that thejudge may make ſpecial enquiry.

• Crime examinable by both courts.
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court. Nor find I any inftances wherein thefe inferior

courts have tried this crime. And albeit the council do

oft-times grant commiffions to countrymen, yet that

feems dangerous ; nor can I fee why, by expreſs act of

parliament, it should have been appointed, that no com-

miffion fhould be granted for trying murder, and yet

witchcraft fhould be fo tried by commiffions. The

juftices then are the proper judges in witchcraft.

V. As to the relevancy in this crime, the firft article

ufeth to be paction to ferve the devil, which is certainly

relevant per fe, without any addition, as is to be feen

in all the indictments, efpecially in that of Margaret

Hutchifon, August 10th 1661. And by Delrio, carpz .

p. 1. queft. 47. and others ; but becauſe the devil ufeth

to appear in the fimilitude of a man, when he defireth

thefe poor creatures to ferve him ; therefore they ſhould

be interrogate, if they knew him to be the devil when

they condefcended to his fervice.

Paction with the devil is divided by the lawyers , in

expreffum & tacitum, an exprefs and tacit paction. Ex-

prefs paction is performed either by a formal promife

given to the devil then prefent, or by prefenting a fup-

plication to him, or by giving the promiſe to a proxy or

commiffioner empowered by the devil for that effect,

which is uſed by fome who dare not fee himſelf. The

formula fet down by Delrio, is, I deny God, creator of

heaven and earth , and I adhere to thee, and believe in

thee. But by the journal books it appears, that the

ordinary form of exprefs paction confeffed by our witneſs.

is a fimple promiſe to ferve him. Tacit paction is either

when a perſon who hath made no exprefs paction, uſeth

the words or figns which forcerers ufe, knowing them to

be fuch, either by their books, or difcourfe ; and this is

condemned as forcery, Can. 26. queft. 5. and is relevant

to infer the crime of witchcraft, or to uſe theſe words and

figns, andthough the ufer know them not to be fuch ; it

is no crime, if the ignorance be probable, and if the ufer

be contentto abftain, Delrio, lib. ii . queft. 4.
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VI. Renouncing of baptifm is by Delrio made an effect

of paction, yet with us it is per fe relevant, as was found

in the former procefs of Margaret Hutchifon; and the

folemnity confeffed by our witches, is by putting one

hand to the crown of the head, and another to the fole

of the foot, renouncing their baptiſm in that poſture.

Delrio tells us, that the devil ufeth to baptiſe them of

new, and to wipe off their brow the old baptifm : and our

witches confefs always the giving them new names, which

are very ridiculous, as Red-fhanks, Sergeant, &c.

VII. The devil's mark uſeth to be a great article with us,

but it is not per fe found relevant, except it be confeſſed

by them, that they got that mark with their own confent;

quo cafu t, it is equivalent to a paction. This mark is

given them, as is alledged, by a nip in any part ofthe

body, and it is blue ; Delrio calls it ftigma, or character,

lib. ii. queft . 4. and alledges that it is fometimes like the

impreffion of a hare's foot, or the foot of a rat, or fpider,

1. v. fect . 4. num . 28. Some think that it is impoffible

there can be any mark which is infenfible, and will not

bleed ; for all things that live muſt have blood, and fo

this place behoved both to be dead and alive at once, and

behoved to live without aliment ; for blood is the aliment

ofthe body ; but it is very eafy to conceive that the devil

may make a place infenfible at a time, or may apply

things that may ſqueeze out the blood.

a witch.

This mark is difcovered among us by a pricker, whoſe

trade it is, and who learns it as other trades ; but this is

a horrid cheat ; for they alledge that if the place bleed

not, or if the perfon be not fenfible, he or sheis infallibly

But as Delrio confeffes, it is very hard to know

any fuch mark, a nevo, clavo, vel impertigine naturali ‡

and there are many pieces of dead fleſh which are infenfible

even in living bodies ; and a villain who ufed this trade

with us, being in the year 1666, apprehended for other

* By itſelf. + In which cafe.

From a mark, or a natural infenfibility..
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villanies, did confefs all this trade to be a mere cheat.

VIII. Threatening to do miſchief, if any evil follow im-

mediately, hath been too ordinarily found a relevant

article to infer witchcraft with us. Thus Agnes Finnie

was purfued in anno 1643 , upon the general article of

having witched feveral perfons, and particularly for thefe

articles, 1. That William Fairlie having nick-named

and called her Annie Winnie, ſhe ſware in rage he ſhould

go halting home, and within twenty-four hours he took

a palfy. 2. That Beatrix Niſbit refuſing to pay the ſaid

Agnes the annual rent of two dollars owing by Hector

Nifbit her father, ſhe told her ſhe ſhould repent it, and

within an hour thereafter fhe loft her tongue, and the

powerof her right fide. 3. That Janet Greintounhaving

refufed to carry away two herrings fhe had bought

from the faid Agnes, and to pay for them, ſhe told her

it ſhould be the last meat fhe fhould eat, and within a

little after ſhe fell fick againſt which articles it was there

alledged that this libel was not relevant , and could not go

to the knowledge of an inqueft.
1. Becauſe no means

were condefcended upon from which the witchcraft was

inferred ; and if this libel were relevant, it would be re-

levant to libel generally that the pannel were a witch.

1. Affizers are onlyjudges to the matter of fact , and not

to what confifts in jure* ; but fo it is, that ifthis libel were

to paſs to the knowledge of an inqueft, all the debate in

jure behoved to be before the affize before whom the

pannels procurators behoved to debate how far minæ &

damnumfequutum† are relevant, and how far any perſon

is punishable as a witch, though no charms or other

means commonly uſed by witches be condefcended

upon ; and asto the threatenings, they were not relevant,

feeing they had not all the requifites which are expreffed

by the doctors as requifite, for they were not ſpecific,

In law. Threatening and damage following thereon.

C
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bearing the promife to do a particular ill, as that Fairlie

hould take a palfy, or Nifbit lofe her tongue. 2. There

was not a preceding reafon of enmity proved, nor is

it probable that for fo fmall a matter as a herring,

orthe annual rent of two dollars, he would have killed

any perfon, and expofed herſelf to hazard ; nor was the

effect immediate, nor fuch as could have proceeded from

any other natural caufe, without all which had concurred.

Delrio, lib. 5. fect 3. is very clear, that minæ etiam cum

damno fequuto* , are not fo much as a prefumption : but

though all thefe did concur, it is very clear, both from

Delrio, ibid. and Farin. queft. 5. num. 37. That all theſe

threatenings are not fufficient to infer the crime of witch-

craft. Laftly, it was offered to be proved, that fome of

thefe perfons died of a natural difeafe, depending upon

caufes preceding that threatening : notwithſtanding of all

which, the libel was found relevant, and he was burned.

But I think this decifion very hard, and very contrary to

the opinion of all received writers, who think, that albeit

minæ be adminiculate with all the former advantages,

& probatæ de ea quæ folet minas exequit, yet the fame

are only fufficient to infer an arbitrary punishment, not

corporal, but pecuniary ; and certainly fuch a wicked

cuftom as threatening, is in itſelf a crime : and thus it

was only well found to be crimen in fuo generes, in the

procefs led against Katherine Ofwald, Nov. 11th 1629.

IX. Sometimes articles are libelled , wherein the malefice

hath no dependence at all upon the means ufed : and thus

it was libelled againſt Margaret Hutchifon, Auguſt

20th 1661. That John Clark's wife being fick, fhe

came to the bed fide when all the doors and windows

were faft, and combed her head ſeveral nights ; and the

laft oftheſe nights fhe came to the bed fide, and put her

hand to the woman's pap; whereupon the child died,

which article was found relevant per fe. And it wash-

Even threatening with following damage. † Threats atteſted.

And proven concerning her who was accustomed to execute

thefe threatenings. $ Crime in its own kind.
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woman called Spindie being at enmity with her, ſhe gave

her a cuff, whereupon Spindie immediately distracted ;

and being reproved therefore bythe minister of Dalkeith,

he immediately diftracted ; which article was likewife

found relevant, being joined with fame and delation :

which decifions are in my opinion very dangerous, for

they want a fure foundation, and are precedents whereby

judges may become very arbitrary. And againſt theſe

I may oppone a third allegiance uſed in the former pro-

cefs against Agnes Finnie, wherein it was alledged, that

the conclufion of all criminal libels fhould be neceffarily

inferred from the deed fubfumed , and that conclufio

femper fequitur debiliorem partem : nam libellus eft fyl-

logifmus apodicticus, fed non probabilis * ; and therefore

except the libel could condefcend upon fome means

ufed by the pannel, from which the malefice were necef

farily inferred, it could not be concluded that theſe ma-

lifices were done by her, or that she was guilty of the

wrong done. Thus Bodin, lib. 4. does conclude , that

veneficæ non funt condemnandæ licet fint deprehenfæcum

bufonibus, offibus, aliifque inftrumentis egredientes exovili

licet oves immediate moriantur + And Perkins , cap . 6.

afferts, that neither defamation nor threatenings, albeit

what is threatened does follow, nor mala famat nor the

defuncts laying the blame of their death upon the perfon

accufed ( called inculpatio by the doctors ) can infer this

crime , though all thefe be conjoined ; for in his opinion,

nothing can be a fufficient ground to condemn a witch,

except the pannel's own confeffion, or the depofitions

of two famous witneffes, deponing upon means uſed by

the pannel. And it is remarkable, that in the chapter

immediately fubfequent to that wherein witches are or

* Thata conclufion always follows the weaker party, for a libel

is an apodistic fyllogifm, but is not at al probable,

That witches are not to be condemned with toads, bones, or

other inftruments, and unless the fheep die immediately when they

goutofthefold, Bad fame.

Ca
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dinarily to be put to death, God hath exprefly ordained

that " out of the mouth of two or three witneſſes every

word fhall be eſtabliſhed ." And in the proceſs deduced

againſt Ifobel Young for witchcraft, Feb. 4. 1629 and

againſt Katherine Olwald, Nov. 11. 1629. This point

is likewife debated, it being libelled againſt the ſaid Ka-

therine, that by her witchcraft fhe caufed a cow give

blood in ftead of milk , and cauſed a woman fall and break

a rib in her fide. Againft which it was alledged, that

there was no neceffary connexion there, inter terminum à

quo & ad quem inter caufam & effectum* : but on the con-

trary,the cow's giving blood for milk might proceed from

another natural cauſe, viz . from lying upon an ant or

emmet hill ; and therefore I think that becauſe we know

not what virtue may be in herbs, ftones, or other things

which may be applied, it were very hard to find cures

performedbythe application of thefe, without the uſing

charms, or ſpells, to be witchcraft : but when theſe out-

ward applications are uſed to do hurt ; as for inftance, if

the faid Margaret Wallace, being at enmity with John

Clark, and after ſhe was forbidden to frequent his houſe,

did continue to frequent the fame, and did throw in blood

or any unuſual thing upon his wife's pap : if the child

who fucked the fame had thereafter died, I think this

article, joined with preceding defamation of her by ano-

ther witch, might have been found relevant, becauſe ſhe

wasthere in re illicita †. And ſince the law cannot know

exactly what efficacy there is in natural cauſes, it may

very well diſcharge any fuch fuperftitious forbidden acts, as

it pleaſes, under the pain of witchcraft. Nor can theſe

who are accuſed, complain of ſeverity ,fince fibi imputent

that uſe theſe forbidden things against the exprefs com-

mandment of the law : and therefore fince the law and

practice hath forbidden all charms, it is moft juft that

thefe who uſe the fame fhould be feverely punished,

There were no neceffary connexion exiſted betwixt the cauſe

and the effect. + In an unlawful way,
They may lay the

blame on themſelves.
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whatever the pretext be upon which they are uſed, or

after whatever way or manner, or to whatever end, whe

ther good or bad .

X. Albeit per leg. 4 cod. de mal. & Math. theſe ma

gic arts are only condemned, which tend to the deftruction

of mankind, but not thefe whereby men are cured, or

the fruits of the ground preferved ; yet I have oft-times

imputed this conftitution to Tribonian, who was a pagan

and a fevere enemy to chriſtians, or elſe that it behoved

to be fo interpreted, or that thereby remedies, affifted by

godly prayers were allowed , elfe what mean theſe words,

fuffragia innocenteradhibita* But fince I aminformedfrom

the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, as Zozim. lib . 2. that Conftantine

was not yet turned chriſtian when he paſt that conftitution;

buthoweverthis conftitution is omitted in the Bafilicks ; and

the Glofs fays, that oux dixou ev an awenalages it was not,

thought fit to be mentioned in the repurgation of the law:

and that constitution was very well reprobated by Leo's

65 novel. And by the canon law, tit. de forti-legiis ;

and the general fanction ofthe former act of parliament

leaves no place for this diftinction . Suitable to all which,

John Brough was convicted for witchcraft, in anno 1643.

for curing beafts, by cafting white ftones in water, and

fprinkling them therewith ; and for curing women, by

washing their feet with fouth running water, and putting:

odd money in the water. Several other inftances are to

be feen in the proceffes led in anno . 1661. And the in-.

ftance of Drummond is very remarkable, who was burned

for performing many miraculous cures, albeit no maleficet

was ever proved.

XI. Confulting with witches is a relevant ditty with

us, as was found againſt Alliſon Jollie, per. Oct. 1596,

and this is founded upon the exprefs words of the act.

The profeffing likewife ſkill in necromancy, or any ſuch

craft, is by the forefaid act of parliament, a relevant.

* Aids innocently uſed.

Malefice in the Scots law gnifies an act or effect of witchcraft?

C 3
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a

article. For the full clearing of which act, it is fit to

know that divination was either per dæmono- mantiam ,

the invocation ofpagangods, or nanganiam, which wasthe

prophecying for invocation of fome fublunary thing.

Magnania is divided to necromantiam, which was

prophecying by departed fpirits, udromantiam, which was

a divination by water, &c. All which ſpecies and kinds

of divinations by any thing, is comprehended under the

general prohibition of necromancy, and fuch like acts ; fo

that predictions and refponfes by the feive, and the fhear,

and by the book, and all fuch cheats and ſpecies of for-

cery are punishable by death in this act. Yet thefe for-

bidden practices may fometimes be excufed by ignorance ,

or if it can be cleared , by circumftances, that the ufer de-

figned nothing but an innoccnt jeft or recreation, Delrio,

lib. 4. cap. 1. quæft. 4,.

XII. The laft article in criminal libels ufeth ordinarily

to be the being delated by other witches, which the

doctors call diffamatio * , and we, common bruit, and open

fame, which are never fuftained as relevant per fe, but

only joined with other relevant articles ; as is to be feen

in the forefaid procefs of Margaret Hutchifon, though I

think that interloquutor very fevere, fince if any of the

former articles be per fe relevant, they need not the

affistance of fame and delation. Sometimes likewiſe ,

but with much more reafon, articles that are of them.

felves irrelevant , are fuftained relevant, being joined

with fame and delation : an example whereof is to be

feen in the 9th article of the indictment against Janet

Cock, Sep. 7. 1661. In which article fhe was accufed

for having recovered a child by charms, with the help of

another witch, which other witch had confeffed the fame

when she was confronted with the faid Janet ; likeas, both

of them were found lying above the child, whiſpering

one to another, and the blood of a dog was found ftand-

*Defamation.
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ing in a plate befide them ; which article was not fufain.

ed relevant per fe, but was found relevant, being joined

with fame and delation .

XIII. The relevancy of this crime being thus difcuffed,

the ordinary probation of it is, by confeffion or witneffes ;

but the probation here ſhould bevery clear, and it should be

certain that the perfon who emitted it is not weary of life,

or oppreffed with melancholy. 2. Albeit, non requiritur

hic ut conftet de corpore delicti * , this being a crime,

which confifts oft-times in animo f; yet it ought to be fuch

as contains nothing is it that is impoffible or improbable.

And thus albeit, Ifobel Ramfaydid , upon the 20th ofAug.

1661 , confeſs that the devil gave her fixpence, and faid

that God defired himto give it her : and at another time

a dollar, which turned thereafter into a flate-ftone ; the

juftices did not find this confeffion, though judicial,

relevant. And to know what things are of themſelves

impoffible for the devil to do, or at leaſt what is believed to

be impoffible, may be feen very fully treated of in Delrio's

fecond book, where it is condefcended that fuccubi & in-

cubi funt poffibiles ; id eft, that the devil may lie in the

fhape of a man with a woman, or in the fhape of a woman

with a man, having firſt formed to himſelf a body of con.

denfed air ; and upon fuch a confeffion as this, Margaret

Lawder and others were convicted. It is likewife pof-

fible for the devil to tranfport witches to their public

conventions, from one place to another, which he may

really do, by carrying them : and fundry witches were in

anno 1665, burned in Culrofs upon fuch a confeffion as

this.

XLV It may be, I confefs, argued, that ſpirits and

immaterial fubftances cannot touch things material, and

confequently can neither raiſe nor tranfport them ; but if

we confider howthe adamant raiſes andtranfports the iron,

Not required this as it may coaflitute the ſubſtance ofthe crime,

In the mind.
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and how the foul of man, which is a fpirit, can raiſe or

transport the body, and that a man's voice, or a mufical

found is able to occafion great and extraordinary motions

in other men, we may eafily conclude , that devils who are

fpirits of far more energy, may produce effects furpaffing

very far our underftanding. And yet I do not deny but

that the devil does fometimes perfuade the witches that

they are carried to places where they never were, making

thofe impreffions upon their ſpirits, and acquainting

them what was done there, which is done by impreffing

images upon their brain , and which images are carried to

the exterior fenfes by the animal fpirits, even as we fee

the air carries the fpecies of colours upon it, though in a

very infenfible way : and thus we fee likewife, that the

fumes of wine or melancholy will reprefent ftrange appari

tions , and make us think them real. Nor ought it to be

concluded that becauſe thoſe witches are only tranſported

in fpirit, or in dreams, that therefore they ought not to

be punished, fince none can be punished for dreaming ;

and that becauſe thoſe witches defire to have thefe dreams,

and glory in them when they are awake : nor have any

thefe dreams but fuch as have entered into a preceding

paction. I know that the canon Epifcopi in the council

of Anacir, ( or the Aquilean council, as others call it ) does,

condemntheſe tranſportations as falfe, and mere delufions,

whichare impreffed uponthe fancyofpoor creatures bythe

devil, & cum folus fpiritus hæc patitur, nec non in animo.

fed in corpore inveniri opinantur * , but that act of that

council does not affert all tranſportations to be imaginary,.

and dreams, but only declares thofe who thought they

followed Diana and Herodias to thefe public meetings, to

be altogether feduced ; for thefe indeed were feduced ;

for Herodias being dead long fince, could not be at their

meetings. But from that it is unjustly concluded, that

there are no real tranſportations, there being fo many

* And when the fpirit of itſelf fuffers fuch things, they arefup-

pofed to afflict the body as well as the mind.
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inftances of theſe tranſportations given, both in facred

and profane ſtory ; and perfons having been found wound-

ed, and having really committed murders and other info-

lencies, during thefe tranſportations.

XV. Whether it be poffible for a witch to cauſe any

perfon be poffeffed, by putting devils into their body,

may be debated ; and that it is poffible, appears from the

history ofSimon Magus, and many others, and is teftified

to be true by St Jerome, in the life of St. Hilarion.

And fince witches have confeffed that there are devils who

obey one another , and that there are different degrees

amongst them; why may not thofe of an inferior degree.

be forced, by virtue of a paction with thoſe of a fuperior

order, to poffefs men and women at the defire of witches ?

Witches themſelves have confeffed that this hath been

done. And I find by a decifion of the parliament of Tho-

lodus, that devils have been heard to complain in thoſe

that were poffeffed, that they were put there by the en

chantment of fuch and fuch women : But upon the other

hand, it is not to be imagined that devils would obey

mortal creatures, or that God would leave fo great a

power to any ofthem to torment poor mortals : and the

devil, who is a liar from the beginning, is not to be be

lieved, in faying that he is put there by enchantments ;

and though he makes fuch promiſes to witches, yet he

does in thefe but cheat them ; and if the devil could pof-

fefs at pleaſure, we would ſee many more poffeffed than

truly there are.

XVI. The devil cannot make one folid body to pene-

trate another, queft . 17. and therefore I think that article

libelled against Margaret Hutchifon, of coming to John

Clark's houfe, when doors and windows were fhut, ſhould

not have been admitted to probation, fince it is very pro-

bable they would have ſearched the houſe after the ſecond

or third night's fear ; and ſhe could not penetrate doors

nor walls.

XVII. The devil cannot transform one ſpecies into

another, as a woman into a cat, for elfe he behoved to
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annihilate fome of the fubftance of the woman , or create

fome more fubftance to the cat , the one being much more

than the other ; and the devil can neither annihilate or

create, nor could he make the fhapes return , nam non

datur regreffus à privatione ad habitum * : but if we con-

fider the ftrange tricks of jugglers, and the ftrange ap-

paritions that Kercher and others relate from natural

cauſes, we may believe that the devil can make a woman

appear tobe a beaſt, & è contra †, by either abufing the

fenſe of the beholders, or altering the medium, by in-

clofing them in the fkin ofthe beaft reprefented, or by

inclofing them in a body of air, ſhaped like that which he

would have them reprefent, and the ordinary relation

of the witneffes, beingwounded when thebeaft was wound.

ed, in which they were changed, may be likewife true,

either by their being really wounded within the body of

air in which they were inclofed, or by the devil's inflicting

that wound really himſelf, which is Delrio's opinion .

But it would feem hard to condemn any perfon upon the

confeffion of what feems almoft impoffible in itſelf : and [

cannot allow inftances in the journal books, where poor

creatures have been burned upon fuch confeffions, without

other ftrong adminicles.

XVIII. The devil may make brutes to fpeak, or at

leaft fpeak out of them, queft. 18 :

He can alſo raife ftorms in the air, and calm theſe that

are raifed, quet. 11. And yet it being libelled againit

Janet Cock, that the faid to thefe who were carrying a

witch to be executed, " Were it not a good ſport if the

devil fhould take her from you ;" likeas, a great ftorm did

`overtake them when they were carrying her to the place,

it having been a great calm both before and after ;

yet this article was not ſuſtained relevant, fince it

might have proceeded from folly, or jet, or vana

jactantia +.

When the fhape is deft royed, it is impoffible to reſtore it.

On the other hand. Vain boating.
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XIX. The devil may inflict difeafes, which is an ef-

fect he may occafion applicando activa paffivis * , and by

the fame means he may likewife cure : a clear inftance

whereof appears in the marriage -knot And not only

may he cure difeafes laid on by himſelf, as Wierus ob-

ferves, but even natural diſeaſes, fince he knows the na-

tural cauſes and the origin of even thoſe natural diſeaſes,

better than phyficians can, who are not prefent when

diſeaſes are contracted , and who being younger than he,

muſt have leſs experience. And it is as untrue, that Di-

vus Thomas obferves, who afferts that cures performed by

the devil cannot continue, fince his cures are not natural.

And fince he both may make ſick, and may make whole,

it follows that he may transfer a diſeaſe from one perfon

to another. And I find that it being libelled againſt

Margaret Hutchiſon, that ſhe took a diſeaſe off a woman

to put it on a cat : it was alledged that this article was

not relevant ; becaufe, 1. Una faga non poteft effe lig-

ans & folvens in eodem morbot. 2. That in fuch tranf-

actions as thefe, the devil never ufed to interpofe his

fkill, except where he was a gainer ; and therefore though

hewould transfer a diſeaſe from a brute beaſt to a rational

creature, yet he would never transfer a diſeaſe from a

rational creature to a brute beaft . both theſe defences

were repelled. Many witches likewife confefs that they

cannot cure diſeaſes, becauſe they are laid on by witches

ofa fuperior order, who depend upon ſpirits of a higher

degree.

Some think that they may innocently employ a witch

to take off the difeaſe impoſed by another ; and lay it

upon the witch who impofed it , even as men may inno-

cently borrow money from a ufurer, to be employed for

pious ufes, or may caufe an infidel fwear by his falfe gods,

for eliciting truth : and that in this manner devils are

rather punished than ferved . But fince all commerce

By applying actives to paffives.

* The fame witch cannot both cauſe and cure a difeafe.
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with devils is unlawful, this practice is juftly re-

probated by D. Autun, p. 2. difcourfe 48. But

yet it is thought lawful to all who are bewitched, to

defire the bewitchers to take off the diſeaſe, if it can be

removed without a new application to the devil, but only

by taking away the old charm ; or it is lawful to any

to remove the charm or fign ofit, if it be in their power,

D. Autun. pag. 825.

XX. Witches may kill by their looks, which looks be-

ing full of venomous fpirits, may infect the perfon upon

whom they look, and this is called faſcinatio phyfica, fed

faſcinatio vulgaris, quæ dicitur fieri per oculos tenerorum

puerorum vel parvorum porcorum vana eft & ridicula, Del.

lib. 3.q. 4. fect. 1 .

I know there are who think all kinds of faſcination by

the eyes, either an effect of fancy in the perfon affected,

or elſe think it a mere illufion ofthe devil, who perfuades

witches that he can beftow upon them the power ofkilling

by looks, or elfe the devil really kills, and afcribes it falfe-

ly to their looks : whereas others contend, that by the

received opinion of all hiftorians, men have been found to

be injured by the looks of witches : and why may not

witches poifon this way, as well as the Bafilifk doth :

or why may not the fpirits in the eye affect as well as the

breath or why may not looks kill as well as raiſe paf-

fions in the perfon looked upon ? nor can it be denied

but that blearednefs is begot by blearedneſs ; and that

menftruous women will ſpoil a mirror by looking upon it.

Likeas there ſeems evenfome ground for it in fcripture ;

for, Deut. 28 34. " It is faid that a man's eyes fhall be evil

towards his brother " And fome likewife endeavour by

confequence from Matth. 20. 15. "Is thine eye evil :"the

word barna fignifying in fcripture both to bewitch and

Some likewife think that St. Paul, Gal. 3. 1 ,

alludes to this received opinion, but conjecture doth fo

to envy.

Natural witchcraft is the effects ofnatural caufes, but that which

is produced by the eyes of certain perfons or animals, is vain and ris

diculous.
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much over-rule all this affair, that it were hard to fix

crimes upon fo flender grounds ; and therefore though

where witches confefs that they did kill by their looks,

their confeffion and beliefmay, if they be otherwife of a

found judgment, make a very confiderable part of a

crime, where it is joined with other probabilities, yet per

fe it is hardly relevant.

XXI. It may be alfo doubted whether witches can by

amorous potions inchant men or women to love ; and

though it may feem that theſe being acts of the foul,

cannot be raiſed by any corporeal means, yet l. 4. c. de.

Malef. & Mathemat. makes this poffible, and punishable,

corum fcientia punienda, & feveriffimis merito legibus

vindicanda, qui magicis accincti artibus pudicos ad libi-

dinem de fixiffe animos deteguntur* : but this law fpeaks

only of luft, and not of love, as I conceive. Nor can it

be denied, but that not only witches, but even naturalifts

may give potions that may incline men or women to luft.

And therefore the queſtion ftill remains, whether witches

may incline men or women by potions to a fancy and

kindneſs forany particular perfon ; and though potions

may incline mento madnefs, yet it doth not follow that

therefore they may incline them to love. And though

D. Autun doth bring many arguments from hiftory, and

pretends that the devil may raife and excite the old fpecies

of love which lies hidden inthe body, and may thereby

form a paffion, yet thefe are too conjectural grounds to

be the foundation of a criminal fentence. The Bafilicks

make the punishment of this to be deportation, and fo

fupplies the former law.

XXII. Witches do likewife torment mankind, by

making images of clay or wax, and when the witches

prick or punce thefe images, the perfons whom thefe

images reprefent, do find extreme torment, which doth

* The feveral punishments ought to be inflicted on thofe, whe,

by magic arts, force chafte perfons to the commiffion of acts of im-

purity.

D
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not proceed from any influence theſe images have upon

the body tormented, but the devil doth by natural means

raife thefe torments in the perfon formented, at the fame

very time that the witches do prick or punce, or hold to

the fire thefe images of clay or wax ; which manner of

torment was lately confeffed by fome witchesin Inverneſs,

who likewife produced the images, and it was well known

they hated the perfon who was tormented, and upon a

confeffion fo adminiculate, witches may very judiciously be

found guilty , fince conftat de corpore delicii de modo de

linquepdi & inimicitiis præviis .

XXIII. It is ordinarily doubted whether confeffions

emitted before the kirk feffions in this cafe be fufficient:

but this I have treated more fully in the title of proba-

tionby confeffion . Onlyhere I fall obferve, that Chrif

tian Stewart was found art and part of the bewitching

Patrick Ruthven, by laying on him a heavy fickness with

a black clout, which the herfelf had confeffed before fe-

veral minifters, notaries, and others, at dive ife times ; all

which confeffions were proved ; and upon thefe repeated

confeffions fhe was burned , Nov. 1596. Margaret Law-

der was convicted upon confeffion emitted before the ma-

giftrates and minifters of Edinburgh, albeit paſt from in

judgment, Dec. 9. 1643. fee that book of adjournal, pag.

349. And if the confeffion be not fully adminiculate, law-

yers advife that confeſſors fhould be fubjected to the tor

ture, which is not ufual in Scotland . And it is very

obfervable that the juftices would not put James Welsh

to the knowledge of an inqueft, though he had confeffed

himfelf a witch before the prefbytery of Kirkcudbright,

becauſe he was minor when he confefled the crime, and

the confeffion was only extra-judicial , and that he now

retracted the fame ; but because he had fo grofely preva-

ricated, and had delated fo many honeft perfons, they

ordained him to be fcourged and put in the correction

* It is evident from the nature of the crime mentioned juſt now,

oftheir hatred and previous malice.



*31

Houfe, April 17th 1662. It was proved agaiuft Margaret

Wallace, March 20. 1622. that the faid that if it could

be proved that he was in Greg's houfe, fhe fhould be

guilty of all the ditty ; and therefore it being proved

that he was in Greg's houfe, that probation was alledged

by the advocate to be equivalent to a confeffion, as was

found against Patrick Cheyn: to which it was replied,

that this could amount to no more than a lie , and in my

opinion , it could not have even the frength of an extra-

judicial confeffion, but rather imported a denial of thecrime.

་ ་

XXIV. The probation by witnefs in this crime is very

difficult, and therefore focii criminis , or other confeffing

witches are adduced ; but though many of them concur,

their depofitions folely, are not efteemed as fufficient, ne

vel ad pænam extraordinariam, imponendam †, though

fome thinkthe fame fufficient to that end, becauſe of that

general brocard, ex multiplicatis indiciis debilibus refult .

are indicia indubitata. But Delrio afferts , that the con-

jection of fuch teftimonies is not fufficient, " nunquans

enim" , faith he, " quæ fua natura dúbia funt poffunt

facere rem indubitatem ut nec multa agraunum fanum

nec multa non alba unus album nec multa tepida unum cal-

lidum . And that the tellimony of one confeffing witch

was not found fufficient to file the pannel, is clear by the

procefs of Allifon Jollie, who was affoilzied pen. Oa.

1596. albeit Janet , Hepburn, another witch confeft that

the faid Alifon had caufed her bewitch Hobel Hepburn,

whereof the died ; but though witchcraft cannot be proved

per focios criminis §, though dying and penitent witches,

yet it may be doubted if the confulting witches may

not be proved by two witches who were confulted : for it

this be not a fufficient probation, it would be impoffible

to prove confulting any other manner of way,

511

*

Accomplicesin the crime.

punishments.

Not to impofe extraordinary

A multitude of weak evlderices can never

-eftablith one undoubted fact, as many fick cannot make one in health ,

nor many black figures a white one, nor many cold fubſtances 2

S Byaccomplices in the crime...warm one.

D 2
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The perfons to whom the injuries are done by the

witches, are admitted to be witneffes : thus Katherine

Wardlaw was admitted against Margaret Hutchifen ; but

fometimes they are only admitted cum nota, if the pro-

bation be not otherwife weak, and thus William Young

and Agnes Hutchifon were only admitted cum nota, a-

gainft Beatrix Leflie, Auguft 1661. And in that pro-

cefs likewife they received only Agnes Rofs cum nota,

becauſe the was the miftrefs of the two women who were

maleficiat. Neilfon was admitted to be an affizer againft

Margaret Wallace, though he was brother-in-law to

John Nicol, who had given information for raiſing the

ditty, becauſe the ditty was not at Nicol's inftance ; and

yet Starling was fet from being an affizer, becauſe Moor,

who was alledged to be one of the perfons maleficiat,

was his brother-in-law. March 2. 1622. Dickfon was

there likewife admitted to be an affizer, though he affifted

the bailie in taking her, which was found the office

ofa good citizen, and though he had deadly feud against

her huſband, fince it was not proved he had any against

herſelf.

Women are received witneffes in this crime, as is clear

by the proceſs against Margaret Wallace, and all the

proceffes in Auguft 1661. The not fhedding of tears

hath been used as a mark and prefumption of witchcraft,

Sprenger, mal. malef. p. 3. q. 15. becauſe it is a mark

ofimpenitence ; and becauſe ſeveral witches have confeffed

they could not weep : but the being accuſed of ſo horrid

a crime may occafion a deep melancholy ; and melan

choly being cold and dry, hinders the shedding of

tears ; and great griefs do rather aftoniſh than make one

weep.

A

XXV. The punishment of this crime is with us death

by the forefaid act of parliament, to be execute as well

against the ufer as the feeker of any refponfe or confulta-.

& de practica. The doom bears, to be wor-

ried at the stake, and burned.

tion,

By the civil law, confulters were punished by death
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1. 5. c. de mafef. & mathem. nemo arufpicem confulat,

aut mathematicum nemo ariolum, angurum et vatum

prava confeffio nonticefcat fileat omnibus rer petuo divi-

nandi curiofitas* . In which law, fortune-tellers are alfo

punishable ; though with us, dumb perfons who pretend

to foretell future events, are never puniſhed capitally.

But yet I have ſeen them tortured, by order from the

council, upon a repreſentation that they were not truly

dumb, but (feigning themfelves to be fo) abufed and

cheated the people. The forefaid law is renewed in the

Bafilicks 1. 34 h . t. μηδείς ερωτατα τινὰ μαντικήν ἐπ᾽ ἁγήλλο

μενον οι δε χαλδαιοι και οι μάγοι μηδε εν αυταις ταις μαντείαις ἑαυτῶν

παρεχετόσαη, άλλαδε κεφαλικη τη δια τι δήλον τεμωρία υποκείσθησαν 4.

But Farin, and others think, that where no perfon is in-

jured, death fhould not be inflicted ; and that imprifon .

ment and baniſhment is now practifed by all nations inthat

cafe, lib. 1. tom. 3. queft . 20. num. 89. & Clarus. fect .

herefis num. ult . But Perezeus thinks this too favour-

´able a puniſhment, except the uſers of theſe curious arts

were induced thereto, out of mere fimplicity, & fine dolo

malo : but with us no fuch diftinction can be allowed by

the juftices, who must find all libels relevant, which bear

confulting with witches, and that ditty being proved,

they must condemn the pannel to die ; albeit I thinkthe

council may alter the punishment, if it be clear that the

ufer ofthefe acts had no wicked defign nor intercourfe

with the devil therein.

XXVI. By the law of England, witchcraft was of old

punifhed fometimes by death, and fometimes by exile ;

but 1. Jac. this following ftatute was made, which I here

fet down, becauſe it is very fpecial.

* It fhall not be lawful for any one to confult a fortune- teller, or

one pretending to foretel events by any mathematical rules , for all

their declarations are criminal, and curiofity for divination ought to

be effectually reftrained.

† Let none feek advice by the art of divination , for the Chalde-

ans, and magicians, by no means difcover the truth, wherefore they

ought to be fubjected to capital puniſhment or public fcourging,

And without any evil defign .

D 3
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Ifany perfon or perfons fhall ufe, practife , or exercife

invocation or conjuration of any evil and wicked ſpirit,

- or fhall confult , covenant with, entertain, employ, feed or

reward, any evil or wicked ſpirit ; to, or for, any intent

or purpoſe, or take up any dead man , woman, or child,

out of his, her, or their grave, or any other place where

the dead body refteth, or the fkin, bone, or any part of a

dead perfon to be imployed or ufed in any manner of

witch- craft, forcery, charme, or inchantment ; or fhall

ufe, practiſe, or exercife any witch-craft, inchantment,

charm or forcery, whereby any perfon fhall be killed ,

destroyed, walted, confumed, pined, or lamed, in his , or

her body, or any part thereof : that then every fuch of

fender or offenders, their aiders, abbetters, and counfel-

lors, being of any the faid offence, duely and lawfully

convicted and attainted, fhall fuffer pains of death, as a

fellon, or fellons, and fhall lofe the priviledge, and benefit

of Clergie; and Sanctuary. If any perfon or perfons take

upon him or them, by witch-craft, inchantment, charm, or

'forcery, to tell or declare, in what place any treaſure of

Gold, or Silver, fhould or might be found, or had in the

earth, or other fecret places : Or where goods or other

things loft, or ftoln, are become? Or whereby any cattell

or goods of any perfon, fhall be deftroyed, or to hurt or

deftroy any perfon in his, orher body, albeit the fame be

not effected or done ; being therefore lawfully convicted,

fhall for the faid offence fuffer Imprifonment by the ſpace

of a whole year, without baile or mainprife. Once every

quarter of the year thefe Mountebanks are to mount the

pillory, and to fland thereupon in fome Mercat Toun

fix hours, and there to confeffe his or her errour, and

offence.



OF

THE BEWITCHING

OF

SIR GEORGE MAXWELL OF POLLOK.

Account of Sir George Maxwell, and his ſon John.

Taken from Crawford's hiftory of the fhire of Renfrew.

" Mr. GEORGE MAXWELL of Pollok, obtained

the honour ofknighthood from King Charles 11. He was

a gentleman of fingular accomplishments, and juflly

eſteemed a perfon eminent for piety, learning, and other

good qualifications. Sir George deceafed anno 1677.

To whom fucceeded John his fon and heir ; which John

was raiſed to the dignity of baronet, by king Charles IId's

letters patent, bearing date, at Whitehall, the 12th of

April 1682 He was, by King William, nominated one

of his privy council for Scotland , upon the firſt conſtitu-

tion thereof ; and afterwards, in the year 1696, was ap-

pointed one of the lords commiffioners of the treafury of

exchequer ; and, in 1699 , conftituted one of the fenators

of the college ofjuftice, and lord juſtice clerk.”

Letter which Sir John Maxwell of Pollok fent to George

Sinclair, profeffor of philofophy in the college of

Glafgow, alongwith the account ofthe bewitching of

his father.

SIR, Pollok, 24th June 1684.

I fend you herewith the true account my father cauſed
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me write from his own mouth, which is the fureft relation

I can give, either of his own trouble, or what concerns

Janet Douglas, firft difcoverer of thefe pictures. There

fell out fome lefs material circumftances in the family,'

during her abode there, whereby it fully appeared, that

the knew what was done in diftant places, and underſtood

languages For inftance, when a chapter in the Greek

New Teftament was read, he made us underſtand by

figus what the purpoſes were, (for at that time ſhe was

dumb, whether really or counterfeitly, it is hard to de-

termine) and did exactly give an account to myfelf what

we did at two miles diftant from the place where the

was, without any information given to her which I knew

of. I reft your affectionate friend,

JOHN MAXWELL.

Taken from SirGeorge Maxwell's account

of his being bewitched.

Upon the 14th of October 1676, my father was.fur-

prifed at Glaſgow, in the night time, with a hot and

fiery diftemper ; and coming home the next day, he was

fixed to his bed. The phyfician, fearing a pleuresy and

a fever, opened a vein, and the application of medica-

ments Leing made, the fiery heat was abated ; he re-

maining for feven weeks together under a great pain,

chiefly in his right fide, though not fixed to his bed.

There had come to Pollok-town a young dumb girl , but

from whence was not known, who had remained there for

four weeks before, but feldom frequenting Sir George

Maxwell's houfe, till at length ſhe came to fome more fa-

miliarity and converfe with his two daughters And,

having obferved Sir George fick and weak in his body,

the fignified unto them, That there was a woman, whoſe

fon had broke his fruit-yard, that did prick him in

the fides.

2

And feeing this woman one day in the hall of Pollok

amongst a great many other company, fhe affured his

daughter, that this was the woman ; and the day follow-

ing, he told the gentleman, That this woman (whofe
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ame was Janet Mathie, relict of (John Stewart, under..

miller in Shaw-mill ) had formed a wax picture with pins

in the fide, which was to be found in herhouſe, in a hole

behind the are, offering to bring it unto them, providing

The were accompanied with men to protect her from vio

fence. At first they hardly underſtood her, till ſhe went

to one ofthe gentlewoman's clofets, and bringing thence

a little bees-wax, fhe plyed it before the fire, fhewing the

dimenfions and quantity of the picture. The gentlewo

man regarded not the information, becauſe they thought

it fabulous ; yet his two fervants, Laurence Pollock, and

Andrew Martin, knowinghow much the girl loved their

maſter, and knowing that his life was in hazard, if this

picture were not found , refolved at - all adventures to try

whether the information were true or falſe ; and there

fore going along with her to the faid Janet Mathie's

houfe, one ofthem planted himſelf on one fide ofthe fire,

and the other on the other fide, while, in the mean time,

the little girl coming quickly by Laurence Pollock, put-

teth her hand in the hole behind the fire, and then flips

into Andrew Martin beneath his cloak, the waxen effigy,

which had two pins in it, one in each fide, but that in

the right fide, fo long as to pierce through to the other ;

that in the left was not fo long, nor fo deeply thruft in.

This picture being brought to Pollok, Sir George's fon,

without acquainting his father, apprehended Janet Ma

thie, procuring the next day the Lord Rofs's order for

conveying her to prifon. She being interrogated touch-

ing the picture, after ſeveral fubterfuges, alledged, “ It

was the deed of the dumb girl."
·

It was alfo enquired, whether Sir George or his Lady

had given her at any time provocation to this malice ?

But it was well known, they had been courteous to her ;

and, upon her complaints, had rebuked fome for fpread-

ing bad reports upon her name, as not appearing "fuffi-

ciently well founded to a conviction . Only upon the.

14th of October above- fpecified, before Sir, George

went to Glasgow, he had called before him a fervaat in
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Pollok-town, that had broken his orchard in, haryeft laft,

who confeffed the fact , and that . Hugh Stewart, a fon of

Janet Mathie's, was his complice. But a bye-ftander de

clared, That he was not now in Pollok land, but in the

Darnly. To whom Sir George replied, I hope my

fingers may reach him in Darnly. This was all which

could be thought a provocation to Mathie, no harm be,

ing done in the meantime to her fon, whom Sir George

to this hour doth not fo much as know by the face . but

hath fuffered him all the time of his fickness to live in his

mother's houfe, even fince her imprifonment. In the

meantime Mathie remaining obftinate, was fearched for

infenfible marks before the theriff-depute of Renfrew, and

many famous witneffes, at Pailley, and there were very

many found upon her.

.

After the finding of the picture of wax forefaid, there

was fome abatement of Sir George's ficknefs, but not to

any obfervable degree, fo low was he brought. But upon

the 4th of January following, his ficknefs recurred with

that violence, that for four or five days, his friends and

relations had no great confidence of his life. But they

were more amazed on the 7th of January, being the

Sabbath day, when they had an exprefs from the dumb

girl, who was at Pollok-town, but could not get over

the water to the houſe, the river being fo fwelled at that

time, fignifying that John Stewart, Mathie's eldest fon,

had four days fince formed an effigy of clay, for taking

away Sir George's life. And when the was called for,

the declared, it was in his houfe, beneath the bolſter, a

mong the bed-ftraw. R

The next day following, James Dunlop of Houfehill,

and Ludowick Stewart of Achinhood , with ſome of Sir

George's fervants, went to Stewart's houfe, taking the

little girl with them, refolving to make a very exact trial,

that it might not be faid, that the dumb girl had brought

any thing hither. Wherefore they caufed John Stewart

himſelf to light a candle and hold it, while Ludowick Stew

art, and another did, in his fight, lift the clay effigy from
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among the bed-ftraw, beneath the bolter ( the little girl

all the while ſtanding at a distance from the place), but

the picture having been made only three or four days be

fore, and not fufficiently hard, did break into two pieces.

In it were three pins, one in each fide, and one in the

breaft . Stewart had nothing to fayfor himfelf, but that

he knew not who had put that thing there. He was in.

ftantly apprehended, and fo was a little fifter of his, lately

entered into the fourteenth year of her age, named An-

nabil Stewart, who was faid to have whifpered before

fomewhat ofthe waxen effigy. This poor creature proved

thereafter, through God's favour, a key to the detection

of makingboth the pictures.

At first he was very obftinate, but the next day fhe

confeffed, That being prefent in her brother's houfe

the 4th of January, while the clay picture was formed,

the black gentleman being prefent, ( which was the name

fhe gave the devil) together with Beffie Weir, Margery

Craig, Margaret Jackfon, and her brother John." But

when confronted with her brother, fhe did not with con-

fidence adhere to her confeffion. Upon the finding of

this picture, Sir George did very obfervably recover in

his health, and all the pain which was in his fide, did, by

degrees, wear away.

*
J

John Stewart remained, notwithstanding his fifter's

confeffion, above meaſure obftinate, until he was fearched

the next day for infenfible marks, whereof he had great

plenty; at the finding whereof, he was fo confounded,

that immediately he confeffed his paction with the devil,

and almost all the other heads expreffed in his judicial

confeffion after-written ; and declared, " That his accom-

plices who formed the effigy with him were the fame his

lifter had named. ” She alſo came to a free and full con-

feffion of her paction with the devil, and her acceffion

to her forming both of the waxen picture in her mother's

houfe, and of the clay one in her brother's houfe.

Upon information of the premifés, the Earl of Dun-

donald and the Lord Rofs, granted a warrant for appre
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Craig, who had been fellow-fifters in the aforefaid

forcery.

Margaret Jackfon, a woman aged about fourfcore of

years, after a day or two, confeffed paction with the devil,

and her acceffion to the making ofboth the pictures, and

condefcended upon the accomplices above-named. Many

infenfible marks were found on her body.

Upon the 17th of January laft, a third portrait of clay

was found under Janet Mathie's bolfter in the prifon

houfe of Pailley, which the dumb girl had given infor-

mation of. But it ſeemed to be the picture of fome wo-

man, and probably of fome of the family ofPollok. For

Annabil Stewart did freely declare, " That their malice

was against the whole family of Pollok," For turning

to young Pollock and his Lady, ſhe ſaid, " And againſt

you allo," This portrait was found before four famous

witneffes.

The lords of His Majefty's privy council, being in-

formed of thefe pictures and effigies, the depofitions of

three confeffing witches being fent, did grant a com-

miffion for their trial, and alfo for the trial of the other

three that were obftinate. And in regard of the fingula-

rity of the cafe, they ordered the procefs to be very fo-

lemn, commiffioning for the trial fomejudicious gentlemen

in the country, viz . Sir Patrick Gaufton of Gauſton,

James Brisbane of Bifhopton, Sir John Shaw younger of

Greenock, and John Anderfon younger ofDovehill. To

whom they added Mr. John Prefton, advocate, (a gentle

man well feen in criminals, and who exerciſed the office

of juftice-depute for feveral years), a fine qua non in the

commiffion. And that the whole procefs might be the

more exact, they appointed George Lord Rofs affeffor,

with power to vote and decide. And further ordered

Mr. Robert Martin, clerk to the juftice court, to be

clerk to the procefs, which was to be recorded in the

public books of adjournal.
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What follows of Sir George Maxwell's affair, is moftly

takenout ofanauthentic copy of the trial ofthe witches,

held at Paiſley, Feb. 15. 1677, touchingt he bewitching

of Sir George Maxwell, and part is taken out of Sir

George's account.

The commiffioners of jufticiary held their first court at

Paiſley, the 27th of January 1677 ; before whom Anna-

bil Stewart, of the age of fourteen years, or thereby,

when brought in the prefence of the juftices for the crime

of witchcraft, declared, that in harvest laft, the devil, in

the shape of a black man, came to her mother's houſe,

and required the declarant to give herſelf up to him ; and

that the devil promiſed her ſhe ſhould not want any thing

that was good. Declares, that fhe, being enticed by

her mother Janet Mathie, and Beffie Weir, who was offi.

cer to their feveral meetings, fhe put her hand to the

crown of her head, and the other to the fole of her foot,

and did give herſelf up to the devil. Declares, that her

mother promifed her a new coat for doing it. Declares,

that her fpirit's name was Enippa *, and that the devil

took her by the hand, and nipped her arm, which con-

tinued to be fore for half an hour. Declares, that the

devil, in the ſhape of a black man, lay with her in the

bed under the clothes, and that ſhe found him cold. De-

clares, thereafter he placed her nearest himſelf. And

declares, that ſhe was prefent in her mother's houſe when

the effigy of wax was made ; and that it was made to

reprefent Sir George Maxwell. Declares, that the black

man, Janet Mathie, the declarant's mother, ( whofe fpirit's

name was Landlady,) Beffie Weir, (whofe fpirit's name

Sopha,) Margery Craige. (whofe fpirit's name is

Rigerum,) and Margaret Jackſon, (whoſe ſpirit's name t

Sir George Maxwell's account fays, " That the new namethe

devil gave her, was Anippy. + Sir George Maxwell's account

fays, Janet Mathie her mother, whofe name was, from the devil,

Lands lady, Beffie Weir, whofe name was Sopha, Margery Craig,

whofe name was Rigeru, Margaret Jackſon, whofe name was

Loca ..

E
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is Locas,) were all prefent at the making of the faid

effigy ; and that they bound it on a fpit, and turned it

before the fire ; and that it was turned by Beffie Weir,

faying as they turned it, Sir George Maxwell ! Sir George

Maxwell ! and that this was expreffed by all of them,

and by the declarant. Declares, that the picture was

made in October laft. And farther declares, that upon

the third day of January inftant, Beffie Weir came to her

mother's houſe, and adviſed her to come to her brother

John Stuart's, upon the night, following : and that ac-

cordingly fhe came to the place, where the found Beffie

Weir, Margery Craige, Margaret Jackfon, and her bro.

ther John Stuart, and a man with black clothes, a blue

band, and white handcuffs, with boggers, and that his

feet were cloven. And the declarant fat down by the

fire-fide with them, when they made apicture ofclay, in

which they placed pins in the breaft and fides . And de-

clares, that they placed one in every fide, and one in the

breaft Declared that the black man did put the pins in

the picture of wax ; but is not fure who put in the

pins in the picture of clay. Declares, that the effigies

produced, are the effigies the faw made. Declares, that

the black man's name is Ejoals This declaration was

emitted before James Dunlop, of Houfehill, William

Gremlaye, &c . January, 27. 1677. Ita eft Robertus

Park, notarius publicus, & c .

• 3

The fecond confeffion is of John Stuart, who being

interrogated anent the crime of witchcraft, declared, that

upen Wednefday the third day of January inftant, Beffic

Weir, in Pollok town came to the declarant late at

night, who being without doors near to his own houſe,

the faid Beffie Weir did intimate to him, that there was

a meeting to be at his houſe the next day : and that the

·

* Sir George Maxwell's account , fays, this declaration was made

before famous witneffes, fubfcribed bythe two notaries public for

her, Robert Park younger, Patrick Carfwell in Paifley, and fuh-

fcribed by the commiflioners.
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devil, under the fhape ofa black man, Margaret Jackſon,

Margery Craige, and the faid Beffie Weir were to be pre-

fent. And that Beffie Weir required the declarant to be

there, which he promiſed ; and that the next night, after

the declarant had gone to bed, the black man came in,

and called the declarant quietly by his name ; upon which

he roſe from his bed, and put on his clothes, and lighted

a candle. Declares, that Margaret Jackſon, Beffie Weir,

and Margery Craige, did enter in at a windowinthe gavel

of the declarant's houſe, and that the first thing that the

black man required, was, that the declarant fhould re-

nounce his baptifm, and deliver himſelf wholly to him ;

which the declarant did, by putting one hand on the

crown of his head, and the other on the fole of his foot.

And that he was tempted to it, by the devil's promifing

that he ſhould not want any pleaſure, and that he ſhouldget

his heart filled on all that ſhall do him wrong. Declares

that he gave him the name of Jonas forhis fpirit's name*..

Declares, that thereafter the devil required all their

confents for the making of the effigies of clay, for the

taking away the life of Sir George Maxwell of Pollok ,

to revenge the taking the declarant's mother, Janet Ma-

thie. Declares, that every one of the perfons above-

named gave their confent to the making ofthe faid effigies,

and that they wrought the clay, and that the black man

did make the figure of the head, and face, and two arms,

to the faid effigies : Declares, that the devil fet three

pins in the fame ; one in each fide, and one in the breaft ;

and that the declarant did hold the candle to them all the

time the picture was making ; and that he obferved one

of the black man's feet to be cloven ; and that his ap-

parel was black ; and that he had a bluiſh band and hand-

cuffs and that he had boggers on his legs without fhoes :

and that the black man's voice was hough and gouftie.

And farther declares, that after they had begun the form

* Sir George Maxwell's account fays, " That the new name given

to himbythe devil , was Jonas."
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ing of the effigies, his fifter Annabil Stuart, a child of

thirteen or fourteen years ofage, came knocking at the

door, and being let in by the declarant, fhe ftaid with

them a confiderable time ; but that he went awaybefore

the reft, he having opened the door to her. That the

reft went out at the window at which they entered. De-

clares, that the effigies were placed by Beffie Weir in his

bed-ftraw. He further declares, he himſelf had envy a•

gainst Sir George Maxwell, for apprehending Janet Ma-

thie his mother ; and that Beffie Weir had great malice

against this Sir George Maxwell ; and that her quarrel

was, as the declarant conceived, becauſe the ſaid Sir

George had not entered her huſband to his harveſt ſervice :

and alfo declares, that the faid effigies were made upon

the fourth day ofJanuary inftant ; and that the devil's

name was Ejoal. Declares, that his fpirit's name was

Jonas ; and Beffie Weir's fpirit's name, who was officer,

was Sopha; and that Margaret Jackſon's ſpirit's name,

was Locas; and that Annabil Stuart, the declarant's

fifter's, was Enippa ; but does not remember what Mar-

gery Craige's fpirit's name was. Declares, that he cannot

write. This confeffion was emitted in the prefence of

the witneſſes to the other confeffion , and on the fame day.

Ita eft, Robertus Park, notarius publicus, &c .

The confeffion of Margaret Jack on, relict of Thomas

Stuart, in Shaws , who, being examined bythe juftices

anent her being guilty of witchcraft, declares that fhe

was prefent at the making ofthe firft effigies and picture

that were made in Janet Mathie's houſe in October; and

that the devil in the fhape of a black man, Janet Mathie,

Beffie Weir, Margery Craige, and Annabil Stuart, were

preſent at the making ofthe faid effigies, and that they

were made to reprefent Sir George Maxwell of Pollok,

for the taking away his life. Declares, that forty years

ago, or thereabout, fhe was at Pollokfhaw-croft, with fome

Sir George Maxwell's account , fays, " This confeflion had the

famefolemnities which the former had."
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few ticks on her back , and that the black man came to

her, and that ſhe did give up herſelf unto the black man,

from the top of her head to the fole of her foot ; and

that this was after the declarant's renouncing of her bap-

tiſm ; and that the ſpirit's name which he defigned her,

was Locas. And that about the third or fourth of Janu-

any inftant, or thereby, in the night time, when the a-

waked, fhe found a man to be in bed with her, whom

fhe fuppofed to be her huſband, though her husband had

been dead twenty years, or thereby, and that the man

immediately diſappeared ; and declares, that this man

who diſappeared was the devil. Declares, that upon

Thursday the 4th of January inftant, fhe was prefent in

the houfe of John Stuart, at night, when the effigy of

clay was made, and that fhe faw the black man there,

fometimes fitting, fometimes ftanding with John Stuart ;

and that the black man's clothes were black, and that he

had white hand cuffs ; and that Beffie Weir in Polloktoun,

and Annabil Stuart in Shaws, and Margery Craige,

were at the aforefaid time and place of making the faid

effigy of clay ; and declares, that ſhe gave her confent to

the making of the fame ; and declares that the devil's

name, who compeared in the black man's fhape, was

Ejaol. Sic fubfcribitur, ita eft, Robertus Park, notarius

publicus , &c* .

One remarkable paffage which is taken from Sir George

Maxwell's account, runs thus : The juftice upon the

27th of January, commanded the jailor to fix Janet Ma-

thie's feet in the ſtocks, that ſhe might not do violence

to her own life. The man declared, " That the next

morning he had found her bolfter, which the night before

was laid at leaft fix yards diftant from the ftocks, now

placed beneath her : the ftocks being fo heavy, that two

of the ftrongeft men in the country could hardly have

carried them fix yards : he wondering, did ask her how

Sir George Maxwell's account, fays, " This confeffion had

the fame folemnities which thetwoformer had.

E 3
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fhe had win to the bolter ; fhe anſwered, <<< That

ſhe had crept alongft the floor of the room, drawing the

ftocks to the fame place." And before the court, the

faid, " She had gotten one foot free out ofthe hole, and

withthe other had drawn the flocks :" a thing altogether

impoffible, The ftocks being fo weighty, nor was the able

to take her foot out ofthe hole.

Upon the 15th of February 1677, the juftices being

convened again in court at Paiſley, John Stuart , and

Annabil Stuart, with Margaret Jackfon did adhere to

their former judicial confeffion ; but Janet Mathie,

Beffie Weir, and Margery Craige, did obftinately

deny.

3

Now follow the depofitions of certain perfons, agreeing

with the confeffions of the above-faid witches.

Andrew Martin, ſervitor to the lord of Pollok , of the

age ofthirtyyears, or thereby, depones that he was prefent

in the houfe of Janet Mathie, pannel, when the picture

ofwax produced was found in a little hole in the wall at

the back of the fire. Depones, that Sir George's fick-

nefs did fall upon him about the 18th of October, or

thereby. Depones, that the picture of wax was found.

on the
of December, and that Sir George's fick-

nefs did abate and relent about the time the picture ofwax

was found and difcovered in Janet Mathie's houſe. De-

pones, that the pins were placed in the right and left fides ;

and that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok's pains, as he

understood by Sir George's complaining of theſe pains ,

lay most in his right and left fides. And depones , that

Sir George's pains did abate and relent after the

finding of the faid pctue of wax, ' and taking out

of the pins, as is faid. And depones, that the

pannel Janet Mathie has been by fame and bruit re-

puted a witch theſe feveral years by paft . And this is

the truth, as he fhall anſwer to God. Sic fubferib. Andr.

Martin.

Laurence Pollock, fecretary to the lord of Pollok,

fworn and purged of partial counfel, depones, that on
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the day of December, he was inthe pannel Janet

Mathie's houfe when the picture was found ; and that he

did not fee it before it was brought to the pannel's door.

Depones, that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok's fickness

did feize upon him about the fourteenth of October, or

thereby, and he did continue in his fickneſs or diftemper

for fix weeks or thereby. Depones, that Sir George's

fickneſs did abate and relent after the finding of the faid

picture of wax, and taking out of the pins that were in

the effigies. Depones, that by open bruit and common

fame, Janet Mathie, and Beffie Weir, and Margery,

Craige, are branded to be witches. Depones, that the

truth is this, as he fhall anſwer to God. Sic fubfcrib.

Laurence Pollock.

·

Ludowick Stuart of Auchinhood, being fworn and

purged of partial counfel, depones, that Sir George's

fickneſs fell upon him the fourteenth or fifteenth of

October, or thereby. Depones, that he was not prefent

at the finding of the picture of wax, but that he had ſeen

Sir George Maxwell of Pollok , after it was found, and

having feen him in his ficknefs often times before, he did

perceive that Sir George had fenfibly recovered afterthe

time that the faid picture was faid to be found, which

was upon the Trth or 12th of December. Depones,

that Janet Mathie and Margery Craige, two of the pan-

nels, are, by report of the country, faid to be witches.

Deponès, that he having come to Pollok, he did fee Sir

George Maxwell, whofe pains did recur, and that his

pains and torments were greatly increafed in refpect of

what they were before the finding of the picture of wax.

Depones, that upon the 8th of January, when they left

the faid Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, the deponent,

James Dunlop of Houfehill, Allan Douglace, and feveral

others, did go to the houfe of John Stuart, warlock, in

Pollok-fhaw, and there he found a picture of clay inthe

faid John Stuart's bed-ftraw. Depones, that there were

three pinsin the faid picture of clay, and that there was

one in each fide, and one in the breaft. And depones,

that being returned to Sir George's houfe, Sir George
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toldthe deponent that he found great eafe of his pains,

and that it was before the deponent, Houfchill, and the

reft did reveal to him that they had found the faid picture

of clay ; and further depones, that this is truth, as he

fhall answerto God. Sic fubfcrib. Ludowick Stuart.

What follows, is taken from Sir George's account.

The juftices having examined all witneffes in matters

cf fact, touching the effigies, Sir George's ficknefs , and

the recovery of his health, upon the finding of the ſame,

confidering alfo the bad fame of thoſe who were obſtinate,

and having confronted them with the confeffing witches,

who in their faces avowed their acceffion , in manner ex-

preffed in the confeffions above written.. Confidering,

laftly, all other circumftances of their cafe, committed

them to the trial of a judicious inqueft, who being found

guilty, were condemned to the fire to be burned, and

their effigies with them. Ouly Annabil, in regard ofher

nonage, and the evidences fhe feemed to give of her pe-

nitency, was reprieved by order of the council, but to re-

main in prifon. In the meantime, both fhe and her bro-

ther John did feriouſly exhort their mother to confeffion ;

and with tears, did Annabil put her in mind of the many

meetings ſhe had with the devil in her own houfe ; and

that a fummer's day would not be fufficient to relate what

fhe had feen pafs between the devil and her ; but nothing

could prevail with her obdured and hardened heart.

Some account of Janet Douglas, the girl referred to in

the account ofthe bewitching of Sir George Maxwell

ofPollok.

Sir John Maxwell, at the end of the account which he

fent to Mr. George Sinclair, profeffor of philofophy in

the college of Glafgow, fays, It is to be noted, the

dumb girl, whofe name was Janet Douglas, doth now

ſpeak, not very diſtinctly, yet ſo as fhe may be understood ;

and is a perfon that moft wonderfully difcovers things

paft, and doth alſo underſtand the Latin tongue, which

he never learned.
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The following is the extract of a letter which was fent

to Mr. George Sinclair, profeffor of philofophy in the

college ofGlafgow.

" When I was at Glaſgow, in fummer 1677 , I was de-

firous to fee the dumb girl, (Janet Douglas. ) At myfirst

incoming the declined to entertain difcourfe, but byfriend.

ly expreffions, and giving her fome money, I gained her.

I firſt enquired anent her parentage. "I do not re-

member," fays fhe, " of my parents, but only that I

was called by the name of Janet Douglas by all people

who knew me. I was kept when I was very young,

bya poor woman who proved cruel to me, by beating

and abufing me ; whereupon I deferted the woman's

houſe, and went a-begging." I enquired next how the

became dumb. She told me by reaſon of a fore ſwell-

ing fhe took in her throat and tongue ; but afterwards

by the application ofAlbum Græcum, " which I thought

faid fhe, was revealed to me, I recovered my fpeech." I

aſked her, how she came to the knowledge of witches and

their practices. She anſwered, That the had it only by a

vifion, and knew all things as well as if ſhe had been per

fonally prefent with them ; but had no revelation or in-

formation from the voice of any fpirit ; nor had the any

communication with the devil, or any ſpirit of that kind;

"only, fays fhe, the devil was repreſented to me, when he

was in company with any of the witches, in that fame

ſhape and habit he was feen by them." She told me,

fhe was altogether ignorant of the principles of religion,

but had fome fmattering knowledge ofthe Lord's prayer,

which ſhe had heard the witches repeat, it ſeems, by her

vifion, in preſence ofthe devil ; and at his defire, which

fhe obferved, they added to the word art, the letter w,

which made it run, " Our Father which wart in heaven ;"

and made the third petition thus, As on earth ſo it

may in heaven ;" by which means the devil made the

application of the prayer to himſelf.- I remember,

that one day there was a woman in the town, who had

the curiofity to give her a vifit, who asked her, " How
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ſhe cameto the knowledge of ſo many things ? But the

young wench ſhifted her, by asking the woman's name ;

fhe told her name, fays the other, " Are there any other

in Glaſgow of that name ? No, fays the woman. Then,

faid the girl, " You are a witch ." Says the other,

" Then you are a devil. " The girl anſwers, " The devil

doth not reveal witches ; but I knowyou to be one, and

I know your practices too." Hereupon the woman ran

away in great confufion , being indeed a perfon fufpected

of witchcraft, and had been fometimes imprifoned on

that account. Another woman, whofe name was

Campbel, had the curiofity likewife to come and fee her,

and began to afk fome questions at her. The wench

Shifting to give her an anſwer, fays, " I pray you tell

me where you were yefternight, and what you were

doing ? " And withal, fays fhe, let me fee your arm ;"

fhe refufing, the landlord laid hold upon the woman, with

fome others in the houſe, and forced her to make bare

her arm, where Janet Douglas fhewed them an inviſible

mark, which he had gotten from the devil. The poor

woman much aſhamed, ran home. A little time after,

The came out and told her neighbours, that what Janet

Douglas faid of her was true ; and carneftly intreated

them that they would fhew fo much to the magiftrates,

that he might be apprehended, " otherwife the devil,

fays fhe, will make me kill myſelf. " But the neighbours

judging her to be under a fit of diſtraction, carried her

home to her houfe ; but early the next morning, the

woman was found drowned in Clyde. The girl like

wife told me at Glaſgow, being then under no reftraint,

that it was revealed to her ſhe would be carried before the

great council at Edinburgh, imprifoned there, and

fcourged through the town All which came to paſs.-

For about a year after, he was apprehended and imprifon-

ed in the tolbooth of the Canongate, and was brought

before the council, but nothing being found against her,

fhe was difmiffed ; but thereafter, for feveral ‹ crimes

C
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committed within the town of Edinburgh, ſhe was taken

again, and imprifoned, fcourged, and fent away to

fome foreign plantation ; fince which time I have not heard

of her-There are ſeveral other remarkable paffages con-

cerning her, which I cannot inform you of, which others

perhaps maydo ; therefore I fhall abruptly break off, and

fayno more, but that I am your affectionate friend. Mr.

Sinclair fays, " This information I have from a diſcreet

. underſtanding gentleman, who was one of my ſcholars

at Glaſgow feveral years ago."

THE BEWITCHING

OF.

CHRISTIAN SHAW.

101 11 1.5

.J

THE

PREFACE ,

TO

THE NARRATIVE

Chriftian Shaw.'

WISE men do juftly fufpect , and are hardly brought

to credit the accounts of extraordinary ftories ; efpeci-
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ally anent witchcraft ; becauſe the frequent impofures

whichthe Romanists have obtruded on the world in their

miracles and legends ; the many relations of odd things

as done by dæmons or wizards, which yet, were either

falfe or the ground of fimple natural caufes ; the ignor

ance of feveral judges and juries, who have condemned

filly creatures merely upon their ridiculous confeffions, or

other flender proof ; and the difficulty of conceiving the

manneror philofophy offome operations and appearances,

though undoubtedly true in fact ; are good prejudices

againſt a ſudden belief, and precautions for an exact in-

quiry. But they are men ofweak fouls, deftitute of diftinct

thoughts ; who deny all, becauſe they have diſcovered er-

ror in fome, or condemn as falfe, all fects which they

are ignorant how they came to exift : by the fame rule

ofreaſoning that there are no enthuſiaſts, becauſe the beſt

men have been fometimes miftaken for theſe ; nor are

there any criminals, in refpect feverals have fuffered who

were not truly fuch, confidering that many hiftories are

fabulous, therefore none is to be truſted : And all the

phænomenas in nature, whoſe invifible cauſes they cannot

comprehend, are mere delufions.

in

The following narrative, as to the truth of fact, is the

beft attefted piece of hiftory of this kind, that has occurred

many ages :: the moft ofthe matters therein reprefented

having gained the affent of private feeptics : and being

proven before public judges, fo that it is more furpriſing

than the ftrange things of witchcraft, that any ſhould fe

riouſly deny the being thereof, and from thence difcredit

fuch uſeful providences at a diftance, when notoriety has

difpelled all objections in the places where they did

exift.

Manyauthors have proven at large, that there are witch-

es and witchcraft, from reaſon, fcripture, antiquity, and

experience of all nations and ages in the world, and they

have folved the difficulties which might obftruct the belief

of this pofitive proof, by poffible hypothefis ofphilofophy:

where it isto be obferved, that though any fuch explica
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tions ofthe natural manner of phænomena are fubject to

cavil, yet the exiſtence of a thing which hath fo certain

pofitive evidence cannot be denied in found reafoning ;

becauſe angels and men not being made for civil converſe

together in this world, and all communion with devils

being interdicted us, the Scripture needed to unfold little

of their way of acting ; and ftill the next age may dif

cover what this could not reach, as this has already un-

veiled what was thought inextricable in the laſt , unleſs

impoffibility were prefently demonſtrated. Therefore

ſuch a ſhort hint, as may fomewhat illuftrate the events

in the fubfequent difcourfe, may fuffice in the prefent

cafe ; eſpecially fince providence does, by eminent occur.

rences, rather defign our practical inſtruction, than a ſub-

ject of notional fpeculation.

The devil can affume a corporeal ſhape and befpeak

man out of it : as he did to Eve, our Saviour, and in

fome heathen oracles : fo that there is capacity for the

entering into contract . Satan is willing thus to infure

mortals of being enemies to heaven, earth , and their own

falvation, by his indefatigable malice againſt all the three:

as curiofity in wits, revenge, and difclofure of fecrets in

the great, covetoufnefs in the worldling, or power and

pleaſure in all whom he thinks needful, (they being im-

pregnable other ways) , and is permitted by God, to at-

tack in this manner, does fufficiently blind them, to be

fufceptible of his propofals thereanent We fee daily

how criminal lufts inflamed by fatan , divert their horror,

not only ofeternal, but alſo oftemporal eminent torments :

perverting thefe inftincts of nature which might fright

them from furrender. But further, he does commonly

facilitate his conqueft on witches, by decoying them piece-

meal to his lure, through the mediation of others from

among mankind that are already embarked, till they be

prepared, and he get an opportunity of making with

them an explicit tranſaction.

That accordingly Satan has de facto prevailed in mak

F
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ing forcerers and witches, appears from the teftimony of

the wifeft and beft in all ftates and times.

The heathens, by nature and practice, difcovering this

truth, made laws against male ficos and mathematicos * ,

(thefe laft, though they affumed the name of an art much

encouraged by the legislators ; yet were known, under the

cloak thereof, to confult the devil anent the fates of men

andftates) which the Roman fenate and people did execute;

and even the Perfians, in fome good reigns did the fame.

Under the Old Teftament difpenfation the magicians of

Egypt and Babylon were baffled by Mofes and Daniel;

Balaam andthe witch ofEndor were baffled ,juk judgments

were inflicted on Jezebel, Manaffeh, and the ten tribes

for their forceries, and witchcrafts amongst other crimes ;

and the laws made againſt ſuch, as diftinct from other

guilt under the New Teftament Simon Magus, who be

witched the people of Samaria ; Elimas the forcerer, who

wasftruck blind at Paul's rebuke; the Pythoniffe girl who

feems to have been poffeft of conſent, becauſe ſhe was not

tormented, but got profit thereby ; and fuch as confeffed

fhewed their deeds and burned their books in Ephefus;

are undeniable inftances of witchcraft. Finally, there are

prophecies of falſe Chrifts with figns and wonders, able to

deceive, ifpoffible, the very elect : general councils have

made canons againſt theſe wretches ; and the experiment-

al knowledge of injured mortals, with the public fen-

tences which did vindicate the fame ; in fubfequent ages,

are delivered down to us by the writers thereof. Hence

Guilielmus Linenfis, a popish doctor, was juftly put to

death, even though he died penitent, he having confeffed

witchcraft, ( whereof the written covenant was found in

his pocket ) , and that his ſhare of the devil's fervice was

to perfuade and preach that witches were only filly deluded

melancholians, whereby their confeffions were no proof.

His fuccefs was fuch in this work of darkness, that the

people andjudges did flack, and witches were vaftly mul

Witches and Mathematicians.
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tiplied in fewyears, vid. Pet. Mamorius de Lamiis, whe

gives an account of the proceſs from authentic records.

Through thefe periods, it is obferved, that Satan has oft

fhifted the fcene, and turned himſelf to many fhapes , as he

found it most accommodating to his purpoſes : whereby the

mannerofapparition of devils has been different, according

to the ftate ofthe times. So ofold Satan appeared, and

was worshipped as fuch, for deprecating his miſchief,

which is faid to be retained in fome of the moſt barbarous

places ofthe Indies to this day.

In the darkneſs of popery the devil was transformed into

a more innocent fpirit*, in the brounies and fairies . Theſe

were then very frequent, he having impudence thus to

appear openly, proportional tothe knowledge of men, over

whom his reign was fo univerfal, as it is related to con-

tinue inthe more northern regions at this day. But fince

light has broke out in our horizon , he oftener works ex-

ternally by magicians and witches, and internally on the

lufts ofmen, being now moftlyreftrained to hisown fphere,

orfubjects. Yet ftill he enfnares ſeverals, partly, by aping

the ordinances of God ; efpecially as they are corrupted

in the Romish church, whence fo many monks and puns

as already prepared, have been found overcome. So he

keeps withthem public affemblies in the night of extra-

ordinary merit. They formally worship him by many

mimical geftures ; he imprints on them a kind of facra-

meat ; he inflicts dreadful penances on fuch as have not

executed the commanded miſchiefs ; he teaches them odd

words and figns , upon repeating of which exorcifms, he

(it being his intereft ) effectuates the fore-pactioned ope-

rations, &c.

But though what he does of himſelf, or on the watch

word or enfign of forcerers or witches, may, by col-

lection, and artful difpofal of matter and form, appear

furpriſing ; yet he cannot work againſt nature, or ſo ap

* That pretended to foretel deaths, reveal the defunAs, will difco-

ver occult murder do other friendly offices , &c. which were fubtle

means of inducing to him and relying on him,

F 2
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ply actives to paffives, as to overturn the courfe thereof;

fince that is only competent to its author, who alone

can do true miracles, or know immediately the thoughts

of man. Yea, after the fall it is like, that even Satan's .

matural powers are come down below thofe ofgood an-

gels ; and it is certain, that he is often befooled in his

defigns by providence : notwithstanding whereof he re-

tains fo muchas ( being permitted ) is fufficient to bring

about, by unfeen natural means, most of the extraordi-

nary appearances, that the generality of the learned

have attributed to him ; and particularly thofe in the ſub-

fequent narrative : many of which, though they are be-

yond the efficiency of difeafe, deceit, or any vifible cauſe;

yet may be the effects of fome fuch unperceived means as

follow.

There is no difficulty in Satan's tranfmitting in a

fhort time an account of things which are paft ; fince it

is known he goes to and fro in the earth : yea,
he may

have certainly foretold fome future events, as Alexander's

fucceſs againſt Perfia, &c. feeing he underftands and

may fteal the great revolutions of the world,

out of the prophets ; wherein they are fo gra

phically circumfcribed ; or he may diſcover his own refo-

lutions whenever he is commiffioned or permitted to ex-

ecute a judgment ; which is the cafe of thoſe whom for

feeking their horofcops, God gives over to him to whom

they do apply ; and of Saul, who got fo exact an account

of his own end by the Philistines. But without fome

fuch aid, Satan can only gueſs like the phyfician by the

urine, or politician by the crifis of ftates, which is the

aufe that moft of his oracles are ambiguous.

His tranfporting of witches is elſewhere explained.

He can raiſe hurricanes, as appears in Job, which are

known to carry over tracks of ſea and land, very ponder-

ous bodies ; as it is eaſy for him to condenſe a part of

the vehicle, which may protect the breathing and yet cut

the air, like the fence of dyvers, and beak of a floop ; in

which alfo he affects the magnifying of his natural pow
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ers to be no less than of good angels , who tranfported.

Ezekiel and Elijah. His covering of the witches from

fight, at fome times, is alfo cleared from the difficulties

which feem to attend it, in another place, where it ap

pears very poffible that his ſkill in optics, reflection and

refraction oflight , &c. to which his power and agility as

a fpirit fubminiftrates materials, may effectuate all that

can be proven to be true fact in the cafe.

But Glanvil, More, and others, lay another hypothefis

in both, viz . That the foul is feparable from the body

in fome cafes, without death : when by God's permiffion,

Satan, of the parties confent, gets power over foul and

body; whereby he may carry away the one from the helm

of the other, and fet it back again in its feat ; providing

the vital fpirits which make the body a fit receptacle, be

well preferved by ointments, that conftrict the pores till

the return of its gueft ; but death enfues from a ſepara-

tion, when the organs of the body are rendered altogether

unapt to obey the foul's commands in its functions. If

fuch an opinion could be true, Satan might place this cap-

tivated ſpirit to actuate any fhape he thinks fit.

But there needs not ſo much metaphyfics to unriddle the

appearances of witches as beafts and the like : fince their

real perfons may be covered with a vehicle, which by

difpofal of the rays coming therefrom, may faſcinate the

eyes by the fame impreffions that come from the true

fight offuch. His power of reprefenting another thing

in lieu of that which is truly prefent, is fo certain that it is

found he may make up the image of perſons who are not

prefent at all. For it is undoubted that ſpiritual devila

may ſometimes be permitted to reprefent by phantoms

the moſt innocent and praife-worthy men, as devils in-

carnate do traduce them. He that accufeth the brethren

and imitates an angel of light , may likewife perfonate the

children of light by his delufions : yet the antecedents,

concomitants, and confequents, of fuch providences, do

readily propale the falfehood, fo as the juft man, for the

most part, fhall not perish in his righteouinefs, and God,

F 3



58

in his ordinary providence, will not laugh at the trial of

the innocent, though ſometimes it fall out, that the fons

of Belial may fwear away the life of an innocent

Naboth .

There are feveral other things of lefs difficult explica-

tion. Particularly, the devil, or witches might have been

heard in converfe by the maid, and not by others, the

fame way as a found directed through a ſpeaking trumpet

does reach the ears to which it is aimed, without difperf

ing towards the intermediate that are not in a ſtraight

line betwixt. The confederated devil, may, upon the

witches defire, infuſe poiſonous humours, extracted from

herbs ofthe fame invifible operation with the fteam of

mad dogs, or the peftilence ; which being joined to the

rapidous courfe of the patient's own ſpirits, humours, and

blood, that Satan, by ingyring himſelf thereunto, may,

through the natural means of pulfion, fet in career, can

very well produce thefe extraordinary motions which are

mentionedin the following account. They delight much

in the torture or destruction ofyoung children, in envy of

Chrift, who is tender of fuch little ones ; and becauſe the

crime is the greater the lefs the patient has offended, or

can refift. They ufe, or make others to repeat fcripture

words for gaining credit, or alleviating the terror, or to

difgrace the word, by fuch a mock uſe, as they did in the

time of our Saviour, and therefore their teftimony was

rebuted . It is obfervable from many paffages, that he

haftens fometimes, and effects their difcovery, by his ma-

lice against their prefent temporal enjoyments ; uncer-

tainty oftheir continuance ; and infatiable defire for their

full wreck. Yet fome of them, who are moft maliciouſly

bent, he thinks fit to keep here, as ufeful inftruments ;

and providence permits others to live, that they, wilfully

filling up their meaſure, under means, may be finally inex

cufable.

As to thofe, whom in fecret judgment, the devil is

permitted to torment : but, in mercy, not to overcome :

he may be carried thereuntofrom his defign of perverting
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them byterror, whereof he is at laft diſappointed. And

however, the defacing of God's image, and especially in

defpight of Jefus Chrift, who honoured that nature by

affuming it, is his chief delight : or he is conſtrained to

make fuch ftupendous appearances against his will (be-

cauſe he is moft fuccefsful when he is leaft known) for a

vifible teftimony fuperadded to the greater gofpel proofs,

in grofs times, that there are ſpirits and a devil to torment

them, as it is obfervable that this was denied by Mr. ,

Aikenhead (though he died in full conviction thereof) at

the time when thefe things fell out in the country. Or

providence may tolerate fuch fufferings, that they though

intended by the devil for an inftance of malice, may, by

their notoriety, be a mean of moving the diſcovery, and

bringing to juſtice thefe mifcreants, whom he made ufe

of as his inftruments in them : and who may have lived

long in rebellion againſt heaven, and deſtruction of man-

kind, by malefices of the fame fort, which fell out in this

cafe. Finally, the abundant and efficacious grace of

God is confpicuous in enabling a young girl to refift to

the utmoſt, the beft laid affaults of the evil one, as it is

certain that he fhews the greateft malice in countries

where he is hated and hateth moft, and the nearer his

reign be to an end .

There are many other profitable inftructions which ariſe

from this wonderful providence, for fuch difpenfations

have their own language, and the man of wifdom fhall fee

God's name.

The ufages of charms for men or beafts, certain charae-

ters, words, verfes, and fpells ; the obfervation of times

and ſeaſons as lucky, or unlucky ; the belief of having

fuccefs by carrying about fome herbs, plants, or branches

of trees, and many the like fuperftitions, which can

have no natural cafualty on the effects defired, are the

very rudiments of witchcraft, and an implicit application

to the devil for virtues which God has denied to things ;

whence they are to be abhorred as finful in themſelves and

introductory to explicit engagement. So grofs ignorance,
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profane Toofenci thpt forgetfairefs of God, and ne-

glect of his worth p in clofets and families ; malice, envy,

revenge, difcontent, oppreffive fear ofwant and diftruftiul

anxiety of fpirit . finally, a libidinous temper, cuiſes, im-

precations, and finful curiofity, are to be evited as paving

the way to the fame miſchief.

Let none inveigh againít a profeffion of religion, be-

cauſe ſome under that ſpecious covert have been found in

league with the devil. It is becauſe of the glorious

luftre and excellency of our holy faith , that theſe miſcre-

ants paint themſelves with it, whereby likewife they may

be lefs fufpected. And more able, fubtily to gain on o-

thers, and do their maſter's work. So it was no ſtain on

the apofties that one of their number had a devil, was a

traitor and cheat ; nor that Satan transforms himſelf in-

to an angel oflight, of defign that the good ways of the

Lord may be evil ſpoken of. Neither let us be under a

flaviſh fear and terror of that hellish tribe, in truckling to

their humour, leaft they fhould do harm, which favours of

worshipping and paying homage to the devil ; whereas we

ought only to make the Lord of hofts our fear and our

dread.

There is no juft ground to reflect on particular perfons

or families, upon account of fuch troubles. For no man

knoweth either love or hatred by all that's before them.

All things come alike to all. And ſuppoſe ye that theſe

were finners above all the Galileans, or above all that

dwelt in Jerufalem ? The infinite wife God may thus

try faith, patience, and Chriftian fortitude. Job and our

Saviour were affaulted ; and feven devils caft out of Mary

Magdalene a chofen veffel unto the Lord. A daughter

of Abraham's was bound by Satan eighteen years ; and

his meffenger was fent to buffet the great apoftle of the

Gentiles, The woman of Canaan, Matth. XV.

22. and the godly man, Mark ix. 24. had their

neareft relations vexed in this manner ; and bleffed

be the Lordthat has left fuch inftances on record for pre-

vention offtumbling. Though it muſt be confefſed that

the fame charity which judges well of all things cannot

1
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but alter its remark, when its proof is fufficiently clear

from the way in which the perfon affected did formerly

walk, fince prefumptions do always cede to truth, and

lawyers have a maxim, that in re clara non eft locus con-

je&uris.

Thefe things may meet with a very different reception,

eſpecially in this unhappy age and place of the world,

where Britain may betermed the unfortunate iſland ; Afric

never having been more fertile in the production of mon-

fters ; fince ' tis obferved that through all the fucceffions

of men, there was never before, any fociety or collective

body of atheifts, till thefe dregs of time ; though there

might have been here and there fome misfhapen births.

Butwifdom is juftified ofher children, and ' tis the feafon

of Sampfoh to awake when Delilah gives the alarm, that

the Philistines are upon him. What, peace ! fo long as

the whoredoms of Jezebel and her witchcrafts are ſo many?

But good things are hoped of our magiftrates, who have

already fo happily begun.

The apoftle faid of Job's trials, ye have heard of the

patience of Job, and have feen the end of the Lord. So,

in this narrative you have a deplorable ſcheme of this

maid's formidable fits, and of the powers of darkneſs that

combined, not only for ruining her body, but alſo for

murdering her foul. In the meantime, the hearts of

many were bleeding for her, and much application was

made to God in her behalf. Divers folemn fafts were

obferved, both in her father's family, in the parish, and

throughout the bounds ofthe prefbytery, and elfewhere ;

her cafe was exprefly minded in public addreffes to the

throne ofgrace ; till at length there was a general faſt

religiously kept in moft parts of the fynod, that God

might give an effectual check to Satan's rage and domi-

nion in the country. Boafting of prayers is to be ab-

horred, yetit is our duty with all gratitude, to acknow-

ledge God the hearer, and to proclaim to the world, the

* In this caſe it is evident the thing is not a conjecture.

1
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excellency of them, upon this very occafion : For he

hath not turned away his ear from us, it being the com-

fortable refult of this hiftory , that the girl hath been per

fectly well for many months: and is not this a brand

plucked out of the fire ; and have not the ſplinters where-

with the witches thought to have deftroyed her, recoiled

back upon fome ofthemſelves, and we wait execution of

juftice onthe reft.

The devil could not enter the herd of fwine, nor touch

one hair of Job's head, without permiffion from him

whofe kingdom ruleth over all : whence though our ene-

mies be very indefatigable and invisible, yet we are under

the conduct of the watchman who neither flumbers nor

fleeps ; to whom darkneſs and light are both alike ; and

greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the world;

So that unless we wilfully forfeit our privileges, there is

nofear ofcounterpoifing the wicked ones, throwing down

the gantlet to all their projects or machinations, fince nei-

ther angels, principalities, nor powers, fhall be able to ſe-

parate us from the love which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord;

and though no argument can be drawn from any merit in

us, yet we'll carry the day again ft all the militia of hell

under the captain of our falvation, fince he will reft in his

own love. Is this the manner of man, O Lord God?

yet a little while the devil and his accomplices will be

caft into the bottomlefs pit, and we tranfported into Im-

manuel's land.

It will not be a natural fturdiness of temper, nor a life

lefs mentioning of the name of God or Chrift , that can

fhelter us from thofe devourers, as appears in the feven

fons of Sceva, Acts xix , but if the Lord be God, then

follow him ; for who is he that will harm you if ye be

followers ofthat which is good ; he will give his angels

charge ofthee to keep thee in all thy ways. Great peace

have they that love thy law, and nothing shall offend

them. And they wrestle moft fuccefsfully againft prin.

cipalities and powers, who fight upon their knees, as

T
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refifting of the devil is the way to make him flee

from us,

Yet whom Satan cannot obtain to be tortured hereafter

he will (when permitted) torment in this fide of time :

hence if poffeffions of bodies be fo great a plague, how

much worſe is it to have him reign mafter of our fouls ?

Wherefore let us watch and pray against every in, the

leaft of which is more pleafing to him and worfe to us

than the being fo corporally tormented.

If Satan, as a ſpirit, may infinuate himſelf into our hu-

mours, no wonder that by having ſuch advantage in the

temper, he can influence the phlegmatic to floth, the cho-

leric to anger, the fanguine to luft and finful pleaſure,

the melancholic to defpair, &c. So they who think that

they ftand, have need to take heed left they fall, and to

pray that the watchman of Ifrael may make an hedge a

bout them and their houſe, and about all that they have

on every fide.

Let this not only roufe our diligence and flir up our

gratitude for not being affected alike : but let it recal

our admiration and love of Jefus Christ , who hath freed

our fouls and bodies from the power and flavery of Satan ;

and finding ourſelves too weak for him, in awarding theſe

deluding pleaſures which procure our being deferted by

God, and are Satan's baits to this fearful thraldom ; let

us run tothe rock ofages for protection and ſupport, our

fufficiency being only of God.

Seeing there are witches and devils, there are alſo im-

mortal fouls of the firft, fince the laſt do contract for

them, and take ſuch pains to retain them ; fo that the

Sadducees, though they have a judicial blindneſs in their

reafon, are hereby rendered inexcufable by very fenſe.

Evil books which ſtir up and enfnare curious fancies,

that are ſeldom accompanied with accurate judgments,

(the foul's looking outward diverting it from diving into

the depths of truth) are to be reftrained ; and alſo fuch

ridiculous pamphlets, as no doubt, by the inftigation of

Satan, have lately been fent abroad, of defign to fruf



64.

trate any good ufe which might be made of fuch rare

providences, as are contained in the enfuing narrative, by

forging others, or difguifing this.

This has been delayed fo long to be published , partly

that there might be the more narrow fcrutiny made into

the matters of fact : and partly, by fome accidents which

did retard it. In it the reader is not to expect any ac-

curacy of flyle, becauſe the defigned fhortnefs did occa-

fion the wrapping up of much matter in fmall bounds,

and the punctual exactnefs of truth in every circumftance

was the chief aim, fo that other defects ought to be the

lefs quarrelled.

The first edition ofthis Preface, Narrative, &c. was print-

ed at Edinburgh, byJames Watfon in 1698, and entit-

led, " True Narrative of the ſufferings and relief of a

Young Girl, who was ftrangely molefted by evil fpirits

and their inftruments in the weft. Collected from

authentic teftimonies, with a preface and poftfcript.

Containing reflections on what is moft material or

curious, either in the hiftory or trial of the Seven

Witches who were condemned and burnt

in the Gallowgreen of Paisley.

JOB ii. 6. Andthe Lordfaid unto Satan, behold, he is in

thinehand; but fave his life.

MATTH. XV. 22. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, thoufon of

David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.

ROM.XV. 20. And the God ofpeaceſhall bruiſe Satan under

yourfeetfhortly,”



'TRUE

NARRATIVE,

OF

THE SUFFERINGS AND RELIEF

OF A

YOUNG GIRL.

It was about the end of Auguſt 1696, when the firſt

rife and occafion was given, ( fo far as can be known) to

thefe ftrange things that befel the child, who is the fub-

ject of this narrative, and the manner was thus
8

Chriſtian Shaw, daughter to a gentleman ofgood ac-

count, called John Shaw, laird of Bargarran*, in the pa

rish of Erskine, within the fhire of Renfrew : a ſmart

lively girl, and of good inclinations, about eleven years of

age, perceiving one ofthe maids ofthe houſe, named Ka-

therine Campbell, to fteal and drink fome milk, ſhe told

her mother of it ; whereupon the maid Campbell (being

a young woman of a proud and revengeful temper, and

"A little towards the fouth from the caftle of Erskine, ftands

the houſe of Bargarran, the feat of John Shaw of Bargarran, whofe

ancestors, for nigh three hundred years, have poffeffed theſe lands,

and derive their defcent from a younger brother of the family of

Sauchie, now reprefented by Sir John Shaw of Greenock (anno

1697) , The intermarriages of this houfe have been with fome of

the most confiderable gentry of this country ; as the families of

Kelfoeland, Mains, Raifs, Woodhead, Glorat, Livingſtone ofHain-

ing, Craigends, and Northbar."

Crawfurd's Hiftory ofthe Shire ofRenfrew.

G
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much addicted to curfing and fwearing upon any light

occafion, and otherwife given to purloining) did, in a

moft hideous rage, thrice imprecate the curfe of God

upon the child ; and at the fame time did thrice utter

thefe horrid words, The devil harle (that is, drag ) your

foul through hell. This paft upon Monday, Auguft 17th,

in prefence offeveral witneffes, who afterwards made evi-

dence of it.

Upon the Friday following, being Auguft 2 rst , about

fun-rifing, one Agnes Naeſmith, an old widow woman,

ignorant, and of a malicious dispofition, addicted to

threatnings, (which fometimes were obferved to be fol-

lowed with fatal events) , who lived in the neighbourhood,

came to Bargarran's houfe ; where finding the child,

Chriſtian, in the court with her younger fifter, ſhe aſked

how the lady and young child did, and how old the young

fucking child was ; to which Chriftian replied, what do

I know ? Then Agnes aſked, how herſelf did, and how

old fhe was ; to which the anſwered, that ſhe was well,

and in the eleventh year of her age.

On the Saturday night thereafter, being Aug. 22. the

child went to bed in good health ; but fo foon as the fell

afleep, began to ftruggle and cry, Help, help ! and

then fuddenly got up, and did Ay over the top of a reft-

ing bed, where he was lying (her father, mother, and

others being inthe room, and to their great aftonishment

and admiration) with fuch violence, that probably her

brains had been dafhed out, if a woman, providentially

ftanding by, and fupported by a door at her back, had

not broke the force of the child's motion ; who being

laid in another bed, remained ſtiff and infenfible as if the

had been dead, for the ſpace of half an hour ; but for

forty-eight hours thereafter could not fleep, crying out

of violent pains through her whole body, and no fooner

began to fleep or turn drowſy but feemed greatly affright-

ed, crying ftill, Help, help.

After this the pain fixt in her left fide, and her body

was often ſo bent and rigid, as ſhe ſtood like a bow on
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her feet and neck at once, and continued without power

of fpeech, except in fome fhort intervals, for eight days ;

during which time, fhe had ſcarce half an hour's inter-

miffion together, the fits taking her fuddenly, and botli

coming on and going off by a fwerff or fhort deliquium,

but appeared perfectly well and fenfible in the intervals.

But about the middle of September, her fits returned

in a manner differing fromthe former, wherein ſhe ſeemed

to fight and struggle with fomething that was inviſible to

fpectators, and her action appeared as if ſhe had been de-

fending herfelffrom fome who were affaulting or attempt-

ing to hurt her, and this with fuch force that four ftrong

men were fcarcely able to hold her ; and when any ofthe

people touched any part of her body, fhe did cry and

fcreech with ſuch vehemence, as if they had been killing

her, but could not fpeak.

Before this time, as fhe was feized with the trouble,

her parents had called for phyficians from Paisley, viz.

John White, apothecary, a near relation , and afterwards

Dr. Johnstone ; who took blood , and applied feveral

things, both at firft , and afterwards, without any dif

cernable effect upon the patient, either to the better or

worfe : and he all the while of thefe later fits being

afflicted with extraordinary rifings and fallings of her

belly, like the motion of a pair of bellows ! and fuch

#trange movings of her body, as made the whole bed the

lay on fhake, to the great confternation of ſpectators .

Some days thereafter was an alteration in her fits, fo

far, that he got fpeaking, during the time ofthem ; and

while fhe was in the fits, fell a crying, that Katherine

Campbell and Agnes Naefmith, were cutting her fide, and

other parts of her body ; which parts were in that time

violently tormented . And when the fit was over, the ftill

averred, that the had feenthe fame perfons, doing the

fame things which ſhe complained of, while under the fit,

(it being remarkable that in the intervals fhe was ftill as

well and fenfible as ever) and would not believe but that

others preſent ſaw them as well as the ! in this condition

G2
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fhe continued with fome, but not very confiderable vari-

ation, either as to the fits or intervals, for the ſpace

of a month.

After which time fhe was conveyed to Glasgow, where

Dr. Briſbane*, a phyſician deſervedly famed for fkill and

experience, did by Mr. Henry Marſhall, apothecary, ap-

ply medicine to her ; after which having ftaid in Glaſgow

about ten days, and being brought home to the country,

fhe had near a fortnight's intermiffion . But then her fits

returned , with this difference, that the knew when they

were coming, by a pain in her left fide, which the felt

before they came, and in theſe fits, her throat was pro-

digiouſly drawn down toward her break, and her tongue

back into her throat ; her whole body becoming stiff and

extended, as a dead corpfe, without fenfe or motion ;

and fometimes her tongue was drawn out of her mouth

over her chin to a wonderful length, her teeth ſetting

together fo faft upon it, that thofe prefent were forcedto

thruft fomething betwixt her teeth, for faving her tongue.

And it was oft obferved that her tongue was thus tortured

when ſhe effayed to pray. And in this condition ſhe was

for fome time, with fenfible intervals wherein ſhe had

perfect health, and could give a full account of what ſhe

was heard to utter while in the fit.

For feveral days theſe fits continuing with fome va.

riation, her parents refolved to return her to Glaſgow,

that fhe might there have the more conveniency of being

under the doctor's overſight and care, for further difcern-

ing the nature of her trouble, and making uſe of the

moſt probable natural remedies. But being on her way

to her grandmother's houſe at Northbar, fhe did thruft or

fpit out of her mouth parcels of hair, fome curled, fome

plaited, fome knotted, of different colours, and in large

quantities and thus fhe continued to do in feveral fwoon-

ing fits every quarter of an hour, both in her paffage to

The Son of the Reverend Divine, Mr. Matthew Brisbane,

Parfen of Erskine, who was defcended from the Briſbanes of

Bishopton. Vide Crawfurd's Hiftory ofthe Shire of Renfrew .



Glaſgow, which was by boat on Thursday, Nov. 12tli :

and when she was in Glaſgow, for the space of three days

enfuing, ſhe put frequently hair out of her mouth, and

in asgreat quantities as the first day ; her former fwerffing

or fwooning fits recurring as often throughout the days

as before and thereafter from Monday to Thurſday fol-

lowing, the putout ofhermouth coal cinders about the big-

nefs of chefnuts, fome whereof were fo hot that they

could ſcarcely be handled, one of which, Dr. Briſbane

being by her when she took it out of her mouth, felt to

be hotter than the heat of any one's body could make it.

Then forthe ſpace of two days in thefe fwooning fits, as

formerly, there was put, or taken out of her mouth,

ftraw in great quantities, though but one ftraw at once

folded up together, which when put out returned to its.

length, was found to be both long and broad, and it was

remarkable that in one of themthere was a little fmall pin

found. Thereafter were put out of her mouth, bones of

various forts and fizes, as bones of fowls, and ſmall bones

ofthe heads of kine, and then ſome ſmall ſticks of candle

fir, (a fort of fir inthe country, that burnslike candle),

one of which was about three or four inches long ; which,

when any upon fight of either bones or flicks took hold

of to pull out, they found them either held by her teeth

fet together upon them, or forcibly drawn back into her

throat ; particularly Archibald Bannatyne, of Kellie

younger, obferving a bone in her mouth like a duck fhank

or leg bone, and effaying to pull it out, he declared, he

found fomething drawing it back into her throat ; fo that

it took a deal of force to get it pulled out. It is to be

noticed, that ſhe never knew how theſe things were

brought into her mouth, and when they were got out

of it, the immediately recovered of her fit for that time.

After this, fhe put out of her mouth fome quantity of

unclean hay intermixed with dung, as if it had been taken

out of a dunghill, which was fo ftinking, that the damfel

could not endure the nauſeating taſte and vile reliſh thoſe

things produced in her mouth, which did neceffitate her

G 3
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fill to rinfe her mouth with water, after the putting of

that fort ofmatter out of it. Then for more than a day's

fpace, he put out of her mouth a number of wild fowls

feathers ; after that a gravel-ſtone, which in the judge-

ment of beholders, had been paffed by fome perſons in a

gravel fit , with ſome ſmall white ftones, and a whole nut

gall, (wherewith they ufe to dye and to make ink ) , to.

gether with lumps of candle greafe, and egg fhells ; dur-

ing which time, the continued as formerly in her recur-

ring fwooning fits, with fome intervals wherein the was

in perfect health : of all which there were many famous

witneffes, who in that city, (befides thoſe who were

continually with her) came frequently to vifit her.

It is to be noticed, that the damfel at the time ofthe

putting out of her mouth the ticks above-mentioned,

being in bed about eight o'clock at night, told fhe was

to be grievously tormented with fore fits at night, which

accordingly fell out ; for a little thereafter, he fell into

a long fwoon, wherein the had no ufe of any fenfe,

either of hearing, feeing, or feeling ; fo as though oft-

times the beholders called to her with a loud voice, mov-

ing alfo and toffing her body, all was to no purpofe, and

when the Laird of Kellie younger, above-named, to try

the truth, gave her a very fore pinch in the arm, fhe had

no fenfe of it in the time. After recovery from the fwoon,

but yet continuing in the fit, fhe fell a reafoning with

Katharine Campbell after this manner : "Thon fittest

there with a flick in thy band to put in my mouth, but

through God's ftrength thou shalt not get leave thou

art permitted to torment me, but I trust in God thou

fhalt never get my life, though it is mylife thou defigneft.'

(And at that time calling for a Bible and candle), faid,

come near me, Katie, and I'll let thee fee where a godly

man was given up to Satan to be tormented, but God

kept his life in his own hand ; and fo I truſt in God

thou shalt never get my life, and all that thou shalt be

permitted to do unto me, I hope through God's mercy

fhall turn to my advantage. This man was robbed of all,
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ill wife. Come near me, Katie, and I'll read it to thee.

And reading that paffage of Job, when he came to the

place where his wife faid to him, Curfe God and die !

the damfel confidering theſe words a little, faid, O !

what a wife has this been, that bids her goodman curfe

God and die ? the who fhould have been a comfort to

him in his trouble, turned a crofs to him ?" Then after

reading ofthe chapter to the end, the looks towards the

foot of the bed and faid, " Now Katie, what thinkeſt

thon of that ? thou feeft for all the power the devil got

over Job, he gained no ground on him ; and I hope he

fhall gain as little on me. Thy malterthe devil deceives

thee ; he is a bad maſter whom thou ferveft, and thou

fhalt find it to thy fmart, except thou repent before thou

die. There is no repentance to be had after death. 111

let thee fee, Katie, there is no repentance in hell.” And

turning over the book, citing Luke, Chap. xvi. near the

latter end thereof, and reading the fame over, faid,

" Katie, thou feeft there is no repentance in hell, for this

rich man befought Abraham to testify to his five brethren,

that they come not to the place of torment, where he

was, but repent and turn to the Lord, for there is no

winning out, if once they come there ; now, Katie, thou

heard this, what thinkelt thou of it ? I'll let thee hear

another place which fhould pierce thy very heart, and

turning over the Book, faid fhe would read about Adam

and Eve ; thou knoweft, Katie, the ferpent the devil, thy

mafter, thought to have ruined mankind at the begining,

his malice was fo great at that bleffed itate wherein they

were then, feeing himfelt catt down from all hopes of

mercy, ufed all means poffible for him to fubvert their

happiness, by fuggefting to them fair promifes, and a

profpect ofadvantage to them before their eyes, in cauf-

ingthem eat that forbidden fruit, whereby they and their

pofterity fell from that cftate wherein they were, and were

made fubject to God's curfe for ever : but God did not

fuffer them to be at this ftance, but of his infinite mercy
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fhewed them a better way, whereby they might have life

eternal by revealing to them that bleffed promife, " The

feed ofthe woman fhall bruife the head of the ferpent."

Now, Katie, what thinkeft thou of that promife? but have

mind of this, thou'lt get no advantage by it, ' tis not

made to thee, who haft renounced God's fervice, and ta-

ken on with the devil, thou art his flave, thou deniedft this,

but I know thou art a hypocrite ; for I remember, when

thou wat in my mother's houſe, thou bought a Catechifm

upon a pretence to learn to read, to cloak thy fin : Wilt

thou hear me, knoweft thou the reward ofthe hypocrite?

I'll let thee hear it ; remember Mr. William Gillies was

lecturing the other day uponthe xxiii. of Matthew, where

many a woe is pronounced against the hypocrite, eight

dreadful woes here, Katie, and fome of them belong to

thee ; but I'll tell thee more, knoweft thou the reward

of the hypocrite : they fhall be caft into the lake that

burns for ever, that's their portion ; doft thou hear this

now ? thou turneft thy back to me, when I am telling the

truth ; if I were reading a ſtory-book, or telling a tale to

thee, thou wouldst hear that . Remember it will be thy

portion too, ifthou do not repent, and confefs, and feek

mercy." Again, turning over the book, fhe read about

Pilate, faying, " Pilate he made a fhew of cleanfing him-

felfof Chrift's blood, he waſhed his hands and declared

himſelf innocent ; but for all his waſhing, he had a foul

heart ; he would not lofe his office for the faving of

Chrift's life ; he knew well enough that Chrift was an in-

nocent perfon ; but he preferred his honour before Chrift;

therefore to pleaſe the Jews, and to quenchthe ftruggling

in his confcience, he waſhed his hands, and then delivered

Chrift to be crucified by them." Thus fhe continued for

more than two hours ſpace ; reaſoning at this rate, and

exhorting her to repent, quoting many places of Scrip-

ture through the Revelation and Evangelifts.

when any offered to pull her Bible from her, fhe uttered

horrid fcreechs and outcries, faying, " fhe would never

And



part with her Bible as long as fhe lived, fhe would keep it

in fpight of all the devils."

Before we pafs from this , it will be needful to give the

reader advertiſement of fome things. 1. That while the

called for her Bible and a candle, fhe neither heard nor

faw any of thoſe perfons who were then actually and

difcernably prefent in the room with her, and

that Katherine Campbell, to whom the directed her

fpeech was not difcernably prefent to any other body but

herfelf. And the pinch fhe got in her infenfible fit , fhe

found and complained of the pain of it in that part after-

ward, but knew not how fhe came by it, nor blamed any

of her tormentors for it. 2. That thefe words fet down

as fpoken by her were the very fame both for words and

order as nearly as they could be gathered and remembered

by the hearers without any addition of their own. 3. That

although fhe was a girl of a pregnant ſpirit above her age,

and had much of the Scriptures, and withal had pretty

goodunderſtanding, above what might be expectedofone of

her years, of the fundamental principles of religion taught

in the Catechifms ; yet we doubt not in fo ftrong a com-

bat, the Lord did by his good ſpirit graciouſly afford her

a more than ordinary meaſure of affiftance, both now and

at other times in the like debates.

Sometime after the putting out of her mouth the trash

above-mentioned, fhe fell into extremely violent fits, with

lamentable crying ; four perfons being hardly able to

withhold her from climbing up the walls of the chamber,

orfrom otherways doing herfelfhurt, meantime having no

power of fpeech while in the fit, but her back and the

reft of her body grievoufly pained, in which condition

fhe continued four or five days with the ufual fenfible in-

tervals, in which the declared, that four men, Alexander

and James Anderfons, and other two, of whom the gave

particular and exact marks, but knew not their names,

were tormenting her. It was obferved that many of

thefe fhe named wereknown to be perfons of ill fame, as

theſe two perfons laſt named were. It is alfo remarkable
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that for fome time he knew not the name of the faid A.

lexander Henderſon, till one day he came a-begging to the

door ofthe houſe, where the damfel was, whom the feeing,

immediately cried out, " that was he whom ſhe had ſeen

amongthe crew.”

After this fhe fell into other fits, wherein fhe faw the

forenamed perfons with fome others, and heard and faw

feveral things that past among them. Particularly, ſhe

fometimes told when the was to take the fits, how often ſhe

would take them, (which fell out accordingly ) , with

fome diſcourſe that were among them relating to herſelf

and others. 1

About the eighth of December, being brought home

again from Glafgow, and having had fix or feven days

refpite from her fits, fhe afterwards fell into frightful and

terrifying fits ; the occafion whereof fhe declared to be,

her feeing the devil in prodigious and horrid fhapes,

threatening to devour her, and then fhe would fall dead

and ſtiffwith all the parts of her body diftended and ſtretch-

ed out as a corpfe without fenfe or motion, which fits as

they came fuddenly on without her knowledge, fo fhe did

as fuddenly recover and grew perfectly well ; and they

ufually came on when the effayed to pray. In which

time alſo other fits took her more fenfibly, ſhe knowing

whenthey were a-coming, how long they would continue,

and when they would return ; in which fits her eyes

Atrangely altered, and turned in her head to the admira

tion of fpectators, with a continual painful working a

bout her heart, fometimes her joints were complicate and

drawn together, and her forehead drawn forcibly about

toward herſhoulders; which fits fhe took by firft falling into

a ſwoon , and after her violent fits , inftantly recovered after

the fame manner. During this time, the fits altered again

as to their times of coming and continuance ; in which

the fometimes endeavoured to bite her own fingers, or any

thing else that came in her way, alfo when the faw the

perfons before-mentioned, one or two of them about her,

pointing them out to the perfons prefent with her, though
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the by them unfeen , and fometimes declaring that he had

hold of them by their cloaths, particularly, Decembergingt

hele 17. he being in a fore fit, fhe cried out of feveral per-

The ha fons that were tor nenting her ; and being in the bed,

grafped with her hands towards the foot of it, and cried

her out that he had got a grip of the fleeves of one J P's

da jerkin (or jacket) which was, as fhe faid, duddie, (that is

cular ragged or tattered) at the elbows and at that very in-

wota ftant , the damfel's mother and aunt heard the found ofthe

rending ortearing of a cloth, but faw or felt nothing , only

found in each of the damfel's hands, which were faſt cloſed,

when they got them opened, a bit of red cloth, looking

as torn off a garment ; of which kind of cloth there had

been none in the room at that time, nor in the whole

houfe, nor near it that any knew of. Another particu-

lar fhe told, was, that there was fuch an one among the

crewgoing to prick her tongue, which thereupon was in-

fal ftantly pulled back into her throat, fhe lying dumb for a

de confiderable ſpace. Sometimes upon herrecoveryfrom her

ch fits, he told that heheard feveral things fpoken and com-

her afflictors, but durft not make themamong

known ; becauſe they threatened to torment her after

this, or the other manner, if flie ſhould make them known,

and accordingly, when, by her mother or others, fhe was

prevailed with to begin to tell them, inftantly the torment

"fell out as was threatened. She told further, that her

tormentors appeared to her ufually with lights and ftrange

forts of candles, which were frightful for her to look to

them .
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Thus the continued till the firft of January 1697, not

ng only in the fits fore-mentioned with fome alterations, but

afell likewife by fwooning, into light fits, wherein the con

tinued about two or three hours together, fometimes more,

fometimes lefs, with very fhort intervals, in which fits

The did not much complain of pain ; but had a great

palpitation in her breaſt, and ſometimes in other parts of

her body, ftrange and unaccountable motions, which con-

tinued in a greater or leffer degree, during the whole
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time of the fit, wherein ſhe was fomewhat light, and not

fo folid in her mind as at other times, though in the

intervals of thefe, as of all other fits ſhe was fufficiently

compofed ; which fits as all the reft, came fud-

denly on, and went as fuddenly off by a fwoon or

fwerf.

Before we proceed further in the relation, let it be no-

ticed, firft, that the forefaid Agnes Naifmith, being

brought by the parents a fecond time to fee the damfel,

did, (though not defired) pray for her, viz. " That the

Lord God of heaven and earth might fend the damfel her

health, and try out the verity :" After which, the damfel

declared that though the faid Agnes had formerly been

very troubleſome to her, yet, from that time forth, fhe

did no more appear to her, as her tormentor, but on the

contrary, as the apprehended, defending her from the fury

of the reft. 2. It is further here to be noticed, that the

forenamed Katharine Campbell, could by no means be

prevailed with to pray for the damfel, but upon the

contrary, when defired by fome, curfed them, and all the

family of Bargarran, and in particular the damfel and all

that belonged to her, withal adding this grievous impre.

cation, " The devil let her never grow better, nor any

concerned in her, be in a better condition than fhe was in,

for what they had done to her." Which words ſhe ſpoke

before feveral famous witneffes. 3. That Bargarran hav

ing prevailed with the ſheriff depute of the fhire, to im

prifon the faid Katharine Campbell, fhe from the time of

her impriſonment, never appeared to the damfel ; (though

formerly fhe had ordinarily appeared as one of her moft

violent tormentors ) except once or twice, at which times,

it was found upon after enquiry, that ſhe was not in the

Tolbooth, but either in the jailor's houfe, or had liberty

granted her to go out to church. 4. That at the time

when the damfel did put out of her mouth the hair and

other trash, as above related, Katharine Campbell being

taken into cuftody, there was found in her pocket a ball

ofhair of feveral colours, which was afterwards thrown

12
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into the fire, after which time the damfel put no more

hair out of her mouth. And it is to be further noticed,

that the faid, fhe heard among the crew, when torment-

ing her, that Katherine Campbell made that ball of hair

found in her pocket, of the hair of the damfel's head

which had been cut when her trouble began, and which

did agree in colour, &c. when compared.

Upon the first day of January, about ten o'clock at

night, fhe fell by fwoonings into its differing from the

former, in that after the fwooning fit was over, fhe lay

quiet, as if ſhe had been dead, making no motion at all

with her body in the bed ; yet at the fame time thoſe

prefent heard her mournful talking, but with a low and

hardly audible voice, and repeating feveral ftories in me-

tre, which they thought to be expreffions of the rife and

progrefs ofher own trouble; and thus ſhe continued, (ſtill

withal naming fome of the forementioned perſons) till

her parents and others offered to roufe her, bytouching

and moving her body ; whereupon inftantly the uttered

horrid fcreeches, and cried as if fhe had been pierced

through with fwords, and affaulted for her life ; after

which the fell a finging, leaping, and dancing for a long

time, laughing with a loud voice, in an unuſual manner,

tearing down the hangings of the bed, and pulling offher

head-cloaths and neck-cloaths ; in which extravagancies

fhe was acted with fuch a force and ſtrength, that her fa-

ther and minifter, though joining their whole ftrength

together, could not get her dancing and leaping hinder-

ed. But after prayer, the minifter findingher compofed,

inquired if the remembered what fhe had done in time of

the fit ; to which the replied, That the diftinctly remem-

bered her mifcarriages, and in fpecial her finging and

dancing, faying withal, that the witches inclofing her in

a ring (or circle), and dancing and finging about her,

was the occafion of her dancing, which the then gladly

performed with the reft. For fome days after he had

its after this manner, with fome variation ; in one of

which fits, as ſhe was tearing off her head-dreſs cloaths,

H
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her parents refolving to fee what would be the event, did

make no hindrance to her ; whereupon fhe ftript herſelf

of all her cloaths, that were upon her, not leaving fo

much as her fmock upon her body, if that had been

permitted.

After this, toward or about the 11th Jan. fhe fell into

fits different from the former, in which ſhe was ſuddenly

carried away from her parents and others that were about

her, with a fudden flight, and in the first of thefe (to

their great amazement ) through the chamber and hall,

down a long winding flair toward the tower-gate, with

fuch a fwift and unaccountable motion, that it was not

in the power of any to prevent her, her feet not touch-

ing the ground, fo far as any of the beholders could dif-

cern, being heard in her motion to laugh in an unuſual

manner ; but by divine providence, the gate being fhut,

her motion was topt till fuch time as fome of the family

could overtake her, who endeavouring to carry her back,

found her inftantly fall as one dead, and become ftiff ; in

which poſture, being brought back to the chamber, the

lay for a confiderable fpace. And being recovered, the

did declare , that there were about the number of nine or

ten perfons who had carried her away in a fhue (as the

termed it, that is, as one fwinging upon a rope ) wherein

the then took pleaſure, her feet not at all touching the

ground, to her apprehenfion.

The night following, fhe was fuddenly carried away,

as before, from her parents and others who were about

her, through the chamber and hall, and fixteen largé

fteps ofa winding flair, up toward the top of the houſe !

where the met with apparitions of ſtrange and unaccount-

able things, but was carried down again, as fhe thoughts

in a fhue ordwing, afferting, after her recovery, that the

met upon the ftair the number of fix women and four

men, and by them was carried toward the gate again,

where accordingly fhe was found, and was carried up as

formerly all the parts of her body diftended and ſtiff as

one dead; in which pofture fhe lay for fome time, and
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when recovering, declared, that both now and formerly,

fhe had endeavoured to open the gate, and that thoſe ſhe

faw about her were helping her, with a defign to get her

to the court, to drown her in the well, whieh ſhe ſaid the

heard them faying among themſelves, they intended to do,

and that then the world would believe fhe had deftroyed

herfelf. It is obfervable that ( theſe kind of fits continu-

ing with her for fome few days ) in one of them ſhe was

ftopped at the gate, and found in the fore-mentioned

pofture, which was neither locked nor barred ; yet

could they not get it opened, though both ſhe and her tor-

mentors endeavoured it.

Before we proceed in the relation , it is not to be omit-

ted that as foon as the damfel's affliction was obſerved to

be extraordinary and preternatural, there were (befides

times formerly fet apart in a more private way) at the de-

fire ofthe parents and minifter, and by the prefbytery's

fpecial order, a minifter or two appointed to meet every

week, at the houfe of Bargarran, to join with the family,

the minister of the parish, and other good chriftians of

the neighbourhood, in fafting and praying, which ufually

fell to be on the Tueſday. And upon Jan. 12th, it being

the turn of Mr. Patrick Simpfon, a neighbour minifter,

to be there, when he came to the houſe he found both

the minister of the parish, and the brotherwho was to

join with him had been neceffarily withdrawn ; yet re-

folved to carry on the work with affiftance ofthree elders,

fome other good people being prefent. When he first

faw the damfel after he came to the houſe, he found her

under fome leffer fits which came and went off quickly,

and when prayer began fhe was quiet and fober during

the fame, but in time of finging the xciii . Pfal. fhe fell

into a fore fit, of greater continuance, firft laughing,

then making fome found like finging, after that pulling

her head cloaths down over her face, and lastly, turning

fo outrageous in her motions that her father could fcarce.

get her holden with his whole ftrength, but behoved to

lie over upon the bed with her in his arms until the fit

H 2
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abated : after her recovery from which, he was quiet

and compofed all the time of prayer, and while the mi-

nister lectured on Mark ix . from 14, to 30. v. was very

attentive, carefully looking in her Bible the Scriptures

quoted, fo all along both in time of prayer and finging,

until the whole religious exerciſe was ended, and ſome

refreſhment after the fame taken, at the end of which the

told the company, fhe had fomething to tell, which ſhe

had heard fome among her tormentors faying, which the

durft not reveal ; but the minifter and her mother urging

her tobe free and not to obey the devil, the faid, the would

tell it her mother in her ear. Then coming from the

other fide of the table, and placing herſelf betwixt her

mother and aunt, fhe began to whifper in her mother's

ear ; but before ſhe got a fentence fully pronounced, the

fell into a violent fit, ſo as her mother and thoſe next her

could fcarcely hold her till the violence thereof began to

abate, and then her mother told that fhe was fpeaking ofa

meeting and a feaft, they had spoke of in the orchard

ofBargarran, but was able to ſay no more, and after re-

covery, her mother defiring her to tell the reft of it, and

fhe beginning to whiſper in her ear, as before, could not

get one word uttered till fhe was feized again of a fit as

violent as the former. Whereupon the minifter perceiv-

ing her torment, defired them to forbear any further

troubling of her. Notice, that accordingly there was a

feaft and meeting in that orchard about that time, of the

crew, acknowledged and declared afterwards by three of

them, that confeffed themſelves to have been there, viz.

Elizabeth Anderfon, James and Thomas Lindſays, they

not knowing what either the damfel had ſpoken, or

one of them what another had confeffed relating

thereunto. See No. A of the Appendix

About or within a little after this time, fhe was again

fuddenly carried from them in the former manner down

a ftair, which goes off from a corner of the chamber to a

cellar just below it, where her brother and fifter were

providentially gone down a little before, to bring fome
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drink from the cellar, and already near the flair foot,

with a lighted candle, which the foon put out ; but they'

crying and holding her by the head-cloaths, quickly dif

covered to the reft where fhe was. Upon which Mr.

Alexander King, minifter at Bonhill, (being then in the

chamber) made hafte down ſtairs where he found her, but

her brother and fifter had loft hold of her, fhe having

loofed her head- cloaths and let them go ; yet Mr. King

having caught hold of her, kept her in his arms till a

lighted candle was brought, and endeavouring to bring

her up ftairs, did declare that he found fomething forcibly

drawing her downwards, but he till keeping his hold,

fhe fell ftiff, as one dead upon the flair, and was in this

poſture carried up and laid in bed, where the lay a con

fiderable ſpace. And when recovered of the fit, fhe de-

clared that the occafion of her going down ftairs with

fach force, was, that the crew had fuggefted to her while

fhe was inthe light fits, that the devil was in the meal cheft

in the cellar, and that if ſhe would go down and put out

the candle, fhe might force him out of it. Notice here,'

firft, that when fome fits of this kind were ready to feize

her, fhe fometimes gave advertiſement thereof to thofe pre-

fent with her, giving figns of her earneft defire of their

help to prevent her motion, which ufually proved to be of

good effect, wherein the divine mercy toward her is much

to be obſerved. 2. It is alfo to be noticed, that about

the time when ſhe was in theſe flying fits, fhe ufed to utter

horrid fhricks and outcries, not like thofe of rational crea-

tures ; in which time there were heard for three nights

together when the damfel was afleep in bed, fhrieks and

outcries of the ſame kind in the court, when none of the

family was without doors, to the great affrightment of

thofe who heard them, being that they exactly reſembled

the cries of, and fhrieks the damfel uſed to utter in the

fits ; who afterwards in one of her intervals hearing fome

ofthe family talking of thefe cries and fhrieks, and al-

ledgingthey had been uttered by fome wild beaft or other,

faid to them they were miſtaken, for it was Margaret.

H 3
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And two others ofthe name of Margaret, called by the

the crewtheir Maggies, had uttered theſe fhrieks, the de-

vil having promiſed to them at that time to carry her out

ofthe houfe to them, that they might drown her in the

well, where there were eighteen more waiting fɔr

her.

•
After this fhe fell into fretting and angry fits (as fhe

termed them ) in which her humour was croſs to all that

thofe about her could fay or do, nothing proving to her

fatisfaction, but every thing difpleafing, (her former fits .

withal now and then feizing her ) but when restored to a

right compoſure of mind, the declared that her torment-

ors about her, did ftill fuggett to her and advife her, to

go to fuch and fuch remote places of the houſe alone, and

bring with her a fnood (which is a head-lace, fuch as wo-

men tie uptheir hair with) or a cravat or fome fuch thing,

promifing her rough almonds or fome kinds of fweet

meats which they named to her, and for that end, to bring

her apron with her to hold them in, and accordingly when

feized again with fits of this nature, did refolutely endea-

vour to repair to thefe places having a fnood or cravat

and her apron with her, and would fuffer none to be in

her company, which put her parents and others to a ne-

ceffity of detaining her by force, and ſhe being thus pre-

vented, uttered hideous fcreeches and outeries, of which

in this fort of fits fhe was feldom free.

Thurſday, January 14th, at night, a young laſs or girl

appeared toher with a fcabbed face amongſt the reſt of

her tormentors, telling her ſhe was to come to the houſe

to-morrow about ten o'clock, and forbidding her to re-

veal it.

The next day being January 15th, in the afternoon,

the damfel carneftly enquired at her mother and the reſt

of the family what beggars had come to the gate that

day, and of what countenance and vifage they were? but

the family not knowing her defign in fuch a question,

gave no heed unto it ; yet fhe ftill infifting, and being in

company with her mother and another gentlewoman, a-
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bout four o'clock at night, faid to them, fhe thought he

might tell them fomewhat (the time being now palt ) the

was forbidden to reveal it ; but beginning to tell, the

preſently fell a crying, that ſhe was tormented and prick-

ed through her whole body, yet recovering from the fit,

went on and told it ; the thing he had to reveal was,

that a ſcabbed faced lafs appeared to her yefternight, and

was to be at the gate this day at ten o'clock. Where

upon the fervants being enquired at, what fort of beggars

had been there that day, did declare among others, there

had been a beggar wife at the door, and a young woman

or lafs with her who had feabs on her face, and received

their alms.

Jan. 16th and 17th, when recovered of her fwooning

fits, ſhe put out ofher mouth a great number of pins,

which the declared Į - Phad forcedinto her mouth

and a gentlewoman who had been one of her moft violent

tormentors.

Jan. 21. her fits altered again , after this manner, fhe

would fall in them with heavy fighs and groans, and hi-

deous outcries, telling thoſe about her that cats, ravens,

owls, and horſes, were deftroying and preffing her down

in the bed and at the fame time her mother and ano-

ther geatlewoman, being in the room with her, did

declare, that immediately after they had taken

the girl out of her bed in this condition they did

fee fomething moving under the bed-cloaths as big as a

cat.

The fame morning, in the interval of her fits, fhe faid

fhe heard her tormentors whiſper among themſelves, and

fuggeft to one another, ( naming J. Pthe

Anderfons and others ) that the devil had promiſed and

engaged to them, to carry her over the hall window, to

the end they might drown her in the well which was in

the court, and then they faid the world would believe the

had deftroyed herfelf; and the fame day, and feveral days

thereafter, when feized with her grievous fits, did attempt

with fuch force to get herfelf over that window, that
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ſpectators could fcarce with their whole ftrength prevent

her.

About this time, nothing in the world would fo dif-

compofe her as religious exercifes ; if there were any

difcourfes of God or Chrift, or any of the things which

are not ſeen and are eternal, fhe would be caft into griev,

ous agonies ; and , when the effayed in ker light fits, to

read any portion of the fcriptures, repeat any of the

Pfalms, or anfwer any queſtions of our catechifms ( which

fhe could do exactly at other times ) fhe was fuddenly

ftruck dumb, and lay as one ſtiff dead , her mouth opened

to fuch a wideneſs that her jaw appeared to be out of

joint, and anon would clap together again with incredi-

ble force. The fame happened to her fhoulder blade,

hier elbow, and hand wrists. She would at other times

lie in a benumbed condition, and be drawn together as if

fhe had been tied neck and heels with ropes ; yet on a

fudden would with fuch force and violence be pulled up

and tear all about her, that it was as much as one or two

could do, to hold her faft in their arms ; but when mi-

nifters and other good chriftians (ſeeing her in fuch in-

tolerable anguishes) made ferious application by prayer

to God, on her behalf, fhe got refpite from her grievous

fits of this kind, and was ordinarily free of them during

the time of prayer, though feized of them before ; and

albeit, ufually, when minifters began to pray, the made

great disturbance by idle loud talking , whistling, fing.

ing and roaring, to drown the voice of the perfon pray-

ing,

ム

Particularly Jan. 22. fhe was more turbulent than at

other times the uſed to be, and continued ſome ſpace

after the minifter began to pray, finging and making hi-

deous noife, fetching furious blows with her fift, and kicks

with her feet at the minifter, uttering reproachful talk of

him, and calling him dog, &c. Yet the being compofed

and her fits being over before prayer was ended, and the

miniſter, when he had done, finding her fober and in

7
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right compoſure of mind, enquired why the made fuch

difturbance ? To which the replied, fhe was forced to do

it by the hellish crew about her; and that ſhe thought

they were none ofher own words that the uttered.

Jan. 24th, She ſaid ſome things relating both to her.

felf and others, had been ſuggeſted to her by her troublers ;

but that they had threatened to torment her, if ſhe ſhould

offer to make them known. And accordingly in effaying

to express her mind, fhe was caft into two grievous fits,

in which he cried out of violent pains ; all the parts of

herbody becoming rigid and extended like a corpfe, her

head was twiſted round, and if any offered by force to ob-

struct fuch dangerous motion fhe feemed to be upon, ſhe

would roar exceedingly ; fometimes her neck bone feem-

ed to be diſolved; and yet on a fudden became ſo ſtiff, that

there was no movingof it; and when theſe grievous agonies

were over,theagain affayed to exprefs her mind by write,but

to no purpoſe; for inftantly ſhe was caft into other two very

grievous fits, wherein the was ftruck dumb, deaf and

blind, and her tongue drawn a prodigious length over her

chin. And when the fits were over, declared, the An-

derfons, J.- Pthe gentlewoman , and I-

D with the rest ofthe hellish crew, fome ofwhom

fhe could not name, had been tormenting her in the fits,

and that there had been fifteen of them about the houſe

all the last night, but were now all gone fave one, who was

to ſtay about the houſe till her fits were over. And accord-

ingly herbrother and fifter did declare, they ſaw that morn-

ing a woman inthe garden with a red coat about her head,

fitting at the root of an apple tree ; but Bargarran, with

moft of the fervants, being abroad, the matter was not fur-

ther fearched

The fame day about fix at night, fhe was feized with

variety of grievous fits again, in which fometimes the lay

wholly fenfelefs and breathlefs, with her belly fwelled

like a drum, as like a woman with child, her eyes were

pulled into her head fo far, that fpectators thought the

fhould never have uſed them more, fometimes when fhe

was tying her own neck-cloaths, her enchanted hand
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would tie them fo ftrait about her neck, that he had

Arangled herſelf if fpectators had not given fome relief

unto her; fometimes the was in hazard of burning herfelf

in the fire, offering with violence to throw herſelf into

the fame. Divers times fhe did ftrike furious blows at

her near relations in her fits, fhe would maintain difcourfe

with her tormentors, and afking questions concerning her-

felf and others, received anfwer from them ; which indeed

none but herſelf perceived ; reafoning with one of them

after this manner :

" O what ailed thee to be a witch ! thou fayeſt it is but

three nights fince thou wait a witch. O ifthou wouldeſt

repent, it may be God might give thee repentance, if

thou wouldeft feek it and confefs ; if thou would defire

me I would do what I could; for the devil is an ill maſter

to ſerve, he is a liar from the beginning, he promifes what

he cannot perform. Then calling for her Bible, fhe faid

I will let thee fee where he promiſed to our first parents

that they ſhould not die ; (and reading the paffage, faid)

now thou feeft he is a liar, for by breaking the command-

ment, they were made liable to death here, and death

everlaſting. O that is an uncouth word ; long eternity

never to have an end, never, never to have an end ; had

not God of his infinite mercy, ordained fome to eternal

life through Jefus Chrift. The devil makes thee believe.

thou wilt get great riches by ferving him ; but come

near," and having uttered this word, the loft powerof her

fpeech, her tongue being drawn back into her throat ;

yet beckoning with her hand to the ſpectre to come near

her, and turning over the book, kept hereye upon that paf-

fage of holy Scripture, Job xxvii. 18. and pointing with

her finger at the place, and fhaking her head, turned over

the book again, and recovering her fpeech, faid, " I'll let

thee fee where God bids us feek and we fhall find ; and

reading over the place, faid, it is God that gives us every

good gift, we have nothing of our own, I fubmit to his

will though I never be better ; for God can make

all my trouble turn to my advantage, according to

I
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his word, Rom. viii. 28." which place he then

read, and thus continued reafoning, for the ſpace of an

hour.

Sometimes fhe cried out of violent pain, by reafon of

furious blows and ftrokes, ſhe had received from the hands

ofhertormentors, the noife of which ftrokes, bye-ftanders

diftinely heard, though they perceived not the hands

that gave them.

One night the girl fitting with her parents and others.

cried out, fomething was wounding her thigh ; upon

which inftantly her mother putting her hand in the dam-

fel's pocket, found her folding knife opened, which had

been folded when put in her pocket ; but her uncle not

trufting the thing, did again put up the knife, and leav

ing it folded in her pocket, on a fudden fhe cried out, as

before, the knife was cutting her thigh , being unfolded by

means of J. P. and others, as the faid : upon which her

uncle fearching her pocketagain, found the knife opened

as formerly This happened twice or thrice, to

the admiration of the beholders, though they took

fpecial notice that the nor any other viſible hand open-

ed it.

Jan. 25th, ſhe was again feized with her fwooning ftiff

fits, with this remarkable variation ; her throat was

fometimes moft prodigioufly extended, and fometimes as

ftrangely contracted ; fo that the appeared in palpable

danger of being choaked ; and through the violence of

pain in her throat, and difficulty of breathing, ftruggled

with feet and hands, as if fome had been actually ſtran-

gling her, and could ſpeak or cry none ; with which kind

of fits fhe was frequently feized for feveral day's, and in

the intervals, did declare, that the fore- mentioned perfons

and others, (whom the could not get then named) were

frangling her, and that the occafion of her not having

power to fpeak or cry in the fit was a ball in her throat,

which alfo was vifible to fpectators ; for they did clearly

'difcern a bunch inher throat while in the fit ) as big as a

pullet's egg, which had almoft choaked her.



Sometimes he was kept from eating her meat, having

her teeth fet, when he carried any food to her mouth.

Divers times alfo fhe was kept from drinking, when at

meat ; for no fooner could fhe tafte the drink, but the

was in hazard to be choaked thereby, and herſelf fome.

times would have held the cup fo hard betwixt her teeth,

that it was not in the power of thoſe with her to unloose

it. And when any thing had fallen out amifs inthe pla

where the was, as the falling and breaking of a cup, any

body's receiving harm, and fuch like,fhe would fail

a laughing and rejoice extremely ; which kind of

jollity was far from the girl's temper when at

herfelf.

were then

Feb. 1ft , fhe effaying to tell fome things fhe had been

forbidden by her tormentors to make known, was handled

with intolerable torments. At the beginning of her fits,

ufually fhe would be kept oddly looking, fometimes

towards the chimney, fometimes towards other par

ticular places in the room, but could not always

tell what the faw ; yet for ordinary fhe would name

fuch and fuch perfons, who, the faid,

come to caft her into fits. And when any defired

her to cry to the Lord Jefus for help, her teeth were in,

ftantly fet clofe, her eyes twifted almoft round in her

head, and fhe was thrown upon the floor with the ftiffuels

and pofture of one that had been ſome days laid for dead;

and on a fudden recovered again, and would weep bitterly,

to remember what had befallen her. The fame day,

when her fits were over, the faid, fhe now perceived it

was, by the means of a charm, that fuch reftraints

were laid upon her, that she could not tell what the witch-

es had forbidden her to make known, but the charm

might be found out (as fhe faid) by fearching for it be

neath the bed where the lay; and fhe having quickly

done this herfelf, found (to the apprehenfion of ipecta-

tors ) beneath the forefaid bed , an entire egg-fhell openin

the end, which being inftantly thrown into the fire, did

melt away after the manner of wax, without any noife as

"
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were

O

of be

egg hells ufe to make when burning in the fire. After

this the girl faid, fhe would not now be handled fo fevere-

ly, upon effaying to make known what the witches had

b forbidden her to tell, only her tongue would be drawn.

back into her throat, which accordingly happened. She

did likewife inform her friends of many things fhe had

not liberty to do, before the charm was found out, par-

ticularly, that her tormentors had frequently folicited

her to become a witch herſelf, and promifed her great

riches and perfect health alfo, to induce her thereunto.

Which temptation , fhe, through the infinite mercy of

God, ftill refifted , reaſoning with them after this manner :

the devilpromifes what he cannot perform, and granting

had he could fulfil his promiſes, yet I amfure from the Scrip-

tures, hell and the wrath of God will be the final reward

of all fuch as yield to this wickedness ." To.which ſhe

received this reply, ( which indeed , none but herſelf per-

theceived) that, hell and the wrath of God fo much talked
t of, was not fo formidable as was repreſented. She alfo

faid, the witches had importunately urged her to give

them her confent , to take away the life of her young

fifter, who was at that time upon her mother's breaſt ;

which temptation alfo, fhe was enabled through the grace

of God to refift. She told her parents likewife, there

had been a charm laid upon the top ofthe houſe, where

her young filter was (the child having been ſent out a

purfing, by reaſon ofthe continued affliction ofthe family)

and that the charm had been placed upon the top ofthe

houfe by pinched Maggy, who thereby did defign the

taking away of her fifter's life ; and that this was the

caufe why fhe had ſo often, for fome weeks before, defired

her mother to bring home her filter, conftantly affirming,

that the child would daily decay as long as the ftaid there.

Whereupon her parents obferving the daily decay of the

infant, even to fkin and bone, brought her home, where

The recovered . The girl being asked how the came to

the knowledge of thefe things ? replied, fomething
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fpeaking diftinctly as it were above her head, had

fuggefted thefe, and other things of that nature to

her.

the hall.

Feb. 2d . The girl being in the chamber with her mo-

ther and others, was on a fudden ſtruck with great fear

and confternation, and fell a trembling upon the fight of

John Lindsay, in Barloch, talking with her father in

She ſaid to her mother, the forefaid Lindſay

had been always one of her moft violent tormentors, and

that the had been threatened with extreme tortures, if fhe

fhould offer to name him ; whereupon fhe was defired to

go towards the place where he was, and touch fome part

ofhis body in a way unknown to him, which having done

with fome averfion, was inftantly feized with extreme tor-

tures in all the parts of her body. After which Lindſay

was put to it, and interrogated thereupon ; but he giving

no fatisfying anfwer, was defired to take the damfel by

the hand, which he being unwillingly induced to do, fhe

was immediately upon his touch caft into intolerable an-

guifhes, her eyes being almoft twifled round in her head,

and all the parts ofher body becoming rigid and ftiff, fell

down in the pofture of one that had been laid for fome

days dead, and afterwards got up in a fudden , and tear-

ing her cloaths threw herſelf with violence upon

him, and when her fit was over, fpectators did

alfo take the damfel by the hand, yet no fuch effect

followed.

About fix at night there came an old Highland fellow

to Bargarran, who calling himfelf a weary traveller, faid,

he behoved to lodge there that night, but the fervants

refufing himlodging, gave him fomething by way ofalms.

At this time the damfel being in the chamber with her

mother and another gentlewoman, faid to the beft of her

apprehenfion; there was one of the wicked crew in or a

bout the houſe at that time : whereupon her mother made

hafte with her daughter down ftairs towards the kitchen.

And finding there unexpectedly the Highland fellow,

whomthe girl then accufed as one of her tormentors, fhe
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defired the Highland fellow to take her daughter bythe

hand, which he being urged to do, the girl immediately

upon his touch was grievously tormented in all the parts

of her body. And this falling out in divine providence,

Bargarran caufed fecure him.

The next morning, the minifter having come to Bar-

garran to viſit the damfel, and the matter Leing imparted

to him, called forthe Highland fellow, and having quef-

tioned him to and again about this matter, without any

fatisfying anfwer, brought the child out of the chamber,

covering her face, and almoſt her whole body with his

cloak, and giving figns to the Highland fellow to touch

her in this pofture, as he had ordered him before, with-

out the damfel's knowledge, which he having done with

great averfion, the girl not knowing of his touch, was in-

ftantly caft into intolerable agonies as formerly ; yet others

afterwards touching her, no fuch event followed. And

when her fits were over, fhe befought the Highland fel-

low, to allow her the liberty for to difcover and tell per-

fons that haunted and molefted her, whom he had forbid-

den her to make known : Upon which the old fellow

looking at her with an angry countenance, her mouth

was inftantly ſtopped, and her teeth fet : And being de-

fired by thoſe preſent to fpeak her mind freely, whether

he would or not, at length replied , fhe feared to do it .

And when through the importunity of John Maxwell of

Dargavel and Porterfield of Fulwood, and fome other

gentlemen there prefent, fhe effayed to declare her mind,

fhe was feized with her fits again .

Before this time, the lamentable cafe of the afflicted

damfel and family, had been reprefented to His Majeſty's

moft honourable privy council, who upon ferious applica-

tion made to them, worthily and piously granted a com-

miffion to a noble lord and fome worthy gentlemen, to

make inquiry into the fame. By virtue of this commif-

fion , fome fufpected perfons were feized ; particularly

Feb. 4. Alexander Anderfon, an ignorant, irreligious fel-

low, who had been always of evil fame, and accuſed by

H 2
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the afflicted damfel, by a ſpecial order from the commif-

fioners for inquiry, was apprehended and committed to

prifon ; as was alfo Elifabeth Anderfon his daughter,

upon flagrant prefumptions of witchcraft ; for the other

year, Jean Fulton, her grandmother, an old fcandalous

woman, being cited before the kirk-feffion , and accuſed

forhideous curfing, and imprecating miſchief upon ſeveral

perfons, which had been followed with fatal events, the

forementioned Elifabeth Anderfon, her grandchild, who

lived inthe houfe with her, did declare before the feffion,

the had frequently feen the devil in company with her

grandmother, in the likenefs of a fmall black man, who

ufually did evanish on a fudden within the walls of the

houſe, when any body came to the door. Upon this

prefumption was the faid Elifabeth Anderſon feized with

her father, and committed to cuſtody ; but at firſt moſt

obftinately denied acceffion any manner of way to the fin

of witchcraft, until afterwards, when feriously impor-

tuned and dealt with in the prifon by two gentleman , did,

before he came to Bargarran's houfe, confefs her guilt ,

without Bargarran's knowledge at that time. And that

fhe had been at ſeveral meetings with the devil and witch-

es, and amongst others, he did declare her own father, and

the forementioned Highland fellow, to have been active

inftruments of the girl's trouble ; and gave, before the

was confronted with him, exact marks of this Highland

body, and though the declared fhe knew not his name : yet

when confronted with him, did accufe him, and affirm he

was the perfon fhe ſpoke of. See No. A ofthe Appendix.

February 5th, a quorum of the commiffioners being

met at Bargarran, and the perfons then delated by Elifa-

beth Anderſon to have been at meetings with the devil,

and active inftruments of the damfel's trouble , viz. Alex-

ander Anderfon her father, Agnes Naefmith , Margaret

Fultoun, James Lindſay alias Čurat, John Lindſay alias

Biſhop, Katharine Campbell were all of them (excepting

John Lindſay alias Bifhop, was not then apprehended ) ,

confronted with Katharine Shaw before the lord Blan-



93

tyre, and the rest of the commiffioners at Bargarria, and

ſeveral other gentlemen of note, and minifters then pre-

fent, and accuſed by her as her tormentors, A- 1 they

having all feverally touched her in prefeace of the commit

fioners, ſhe was at each of their touches feized with griev

ous fits. and caft into intolerable anguishes, others then

prefent alfo touching her the fame way, but no fuch ef

fect followed. And it is remarkable, when Katharine

Campbell touched the girl, the was immediately upon her

touch ſeized with more grievous fits , and caft into more

intolerable torments than what followed upon the touch

of the other accufed perfons, whereat Campbell herſelf

being damped and confounded , though fhe had formerly

declined to bleſs her, uttered theſe words ; " The Lord

God of heaven and earth bleſs thee, and fave thee both

foul and body :" After which the damfel when the fits

were over, in which he had been a moft pitiful ſpectacle,

did declare, ſhe was now loofed, and that he might freely

touch any ofthe accufed perfons, or they her after this,

without trouble, which accordingly upon trial fell fo out,

and being inquired how he caine to the kuowledge of

that, anfwered as formerly in the like cafe, That fome-

thing fpeaking diftinctly as it were above her head, ſug-

gested this to her ; and likewife ufually gave her the

knowledge of the names of her tormentors, and places in

which they lived.

"

February 6 The girl being feized with fore fits, fome-

thing was feen in her mouth, to the judgment of ſpecta .

tors like pieces of orange pills invifibly conveyed into her

mouth, which the feemed in her agonies to be chewing,

and having got down her throat, as thofe prefent appre-

hended, ſhe did fall down dead and ftiff, as if he had been

choaked, struggling with her feet and hands, as if at the

laft galp, her throat fwelling in a prodigious manner ; to

the affrightment of fpectators, and when recovered, but

yet in the light fit ; fhe would fay, O it was a very ſweet

orange pill which I got from the gentlewoman, and did

conftantly affirm the fame, declaring alfo that there had

H 3
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been others there prefent with the gentlewoman, particu-

larly Margaret Lor pinched Maggy, whofe firname

fhe had neither power nor liberty to exprefs , neither durſt

the offer to do it , left ſhe ſhould be tormented as was

threatened , and always fell out when the effayed to do it,

either byſpeaking orwriting, which had appeared the day

before inthe prefence of the commiffioners.

About this time, Thomas Lindfay, a young boy, not

yet twelve years of age, was feized, upon flagrant pre-

fumptions ofwitchcraft ; he had faid before feveral credi-

ble perfons, the devil was his father, and if he pleaſed he

could fly in the likenefs of a crow upon the maſt of a

fhip. Hefometimes caufed a plough ftand and the horſe

break the yoke, upon the pronouncing of fome words,

and turning himſelf about wider-fhins ; that is turning

himfelf round from the right hand to the left, contrary

to the natural courfe of the fun. This he would do upon

the defire of any body who gave him a halfpenny. Upon

thefe and the like flagrant prefumptions he was apprehend-

ed, who, at first , though he continued moft obftinate in

denial, yet afterwards confeffed to the minifter in his own

houſe, before famous witneffes, compact with the devil,

and that he had received the infenfible mark from the de-

vil, which is vifible upon his body ; as alfo , that he had

been at feveral meetings withthe devil and witches, where

he faid were prefent, his brother James, with others, and

particularly thofe who had been delated by Anderfon.

This he confeffed, with fome other wickednefs of this

kind before he was committed to cuftody in Bargarran

houfe.

After this Bargarran made diligent fearch for James

Lindfay, elder brother to Thomas, having been all along

accufed by the afflicted damfel as one of her troublers,

whom the called the gley'd or fquint eyed elf ( as he was

indeed ) for that was the name the crew about her gave

him, who when he was brought upon the place, though

he did at firit moft obftinately deny his guilt, yet at length



95

through the endeavours of Mr. Patrick Simpfon, a neigh

bour minifter, ingenioufly confeffed the guilt, he was

charged with, and in his confeffion did agree in every ma-

terial circumſtance with the other two, though he knew

not what they had confeffed, he having not ſeen them be-

fore his confeffion , nor had he any occafion of informa-

tion in conference with others thereanent, being immedi

ately brought to the place from the tolbooth of Glafgow,

where he had been fome weeks before that time in prifon,

as a vagabond beggar upon a defign to have fent him to

foreign plantations.

A more particular account of what they freely confeffed

and acknowledged before the commiffioners, for inquiry,

we have for the fatisfaction of the reader fubjoined to

the narrative, with an abilract of the report made by the

commiffioners to the lords of his majesty's most honourable

privy council, concerning the whole affair.

February 1r. There was by the prefbytery's appoint-

ment, a public faft kept upon the damfel's account in the

church of Erskine, in which Mr. Turner minister of the

place began the work with prayer, expounding Rev. xii.

from ver. 7. to ver. 13. Mr. James Hutchiſon minifter

at Kilellan took the next turn of prayer, and did preach

upon 1 Pet. v. 8. and Mr. Simpfon concluded the work,

preaching upon Matthew xvij. 20. 21. where the girl was

prefent all day ; but before he came to church that

morning, ſhe told, that while fhe was in one of her fits,

the night before, fhe heard the devil fpeaking of that pu-

blic faft, and what minifters were to be there, and that

old man Mr. James Hutchifon fhould ftumble, and his

peruke fall off as he went up to the pulpit, and all the

people fhould laugh at him, and he fhould break his neck

in going home. And when he came out of the church

after the forenoon's work, fhe faid, the devil was a liar ;

for no fuch thing fell out as he had threatened .
She was

all day very quiet in church, although being in fome of
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her light fits, fome fperes appeared in time ofthe public

work, which he told ofthereafter.

About fix at night, there were prefent in the cham-

ber with the damfel, Mr. Simpfon with his wife , lady

Northbarr and others, difcourfing and conferring about

her cafe ; and while they were conferring together, fhe

told them, fhe would gladly make fome things knowa if

fhe durft for her tormentors ; and afterwards effaying to

do it, was infantly feized with a violent fit ; in which the

leapt raight up, and appeared as if ſhe had been eboak-

ed, fo it was as much as one or two could do, to hold

her faft in their arms : and when the fit was over, Mr.

Simpſon going about family worſhip, did expound Pfalm

cx. and fpeaking of the limited power of the adverfaries

of our Lord Jefus Chrift , from the latter part of ver. 1 .

fhe was on a fudden ſeized with another grievous fit, in

which the put out ofher mouth fome blood, which raiſed

grounds of fear and jealoufy in the minds of fpectators,

that fomething in her mouth hurting her, had been the

occafion of it ; yet they could not get her mouth opened,

though they ufed means to open the fame, her teeth being

clofe fet. And in the interval of the fit, fhe being aſked,

if the found any thing in her mouth, that had been the

occafion of her putting out of blood ; fhe replied, ſhe

found nothing, nor knew the cauſe thereof: but opening

her mouth, thofe prefent found one of her double teeth

newly drawn out, but knew not what became of the

tooth ; for though fearch was made for the fame, it could

not be found after which the minifter proceeded upon

the fame fubject , but was again interrupted by her

renewed fits, yet clofed the exercife with prayer,

after which without more trouble , the was taken to her

bed.

February 12 Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar-

tha Semple, being delated by the three confeffants, and

accufed bythe girl to have been active inftruments in her

trouble, came of their own accord to Bargarran's houſe,

and before they came up ftairs, the girl faid, fhe was now
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bound up, and could not accufe Margaret Lang to her

face ; and accordingly the girl's mother having defired

fome ofthoſe who were fitting byher, to teel fome parts

ofher body, and they having done it, found her bodyfo

ftiff and inflexible, that there was no moving of it, and

immediately again, found fome parts of her body fo con-

tracted and drawn hard together, as if by cords : after

this, Margaret Lang and her daughter, having gone to

the chamber to the girl, did in prefence of the minifters

and others, defire the damfel to come to her, for fhe

would do her no harm, and laying her arms about her,

fpake very fairly to her, and queftioned her, if ever the

had feen her or her daughter amongst her tormentors, to

whichthe girl did pofitively reply, fhe had frequently feen

her daughter ; but declined through fear to accufe her-

felf, faying faintly, No. After which Margaret and her

daughter returning into the hall, and the minifter enquir

ing at her why the faid No, feeing fhe had accufed her

before, fhe aufwered, take me contrary, upon which ſhe

was feized with a grievous fit ; yet after her recovery, be-

ing urged again by thofe prefent , to tell her mind freely,

whether or not Margaret Lang was one of hertorment-

ors, the child thereupon effaying to fayYes, and having

half pronounced the word, was caft into unexpreffible

anguiſhes ; and again, in the interval of the fit , fhe effayed

to exprefs the fame thing, and faying the word, Tint

(that is loft ) was on a ſudden ftruck with another fit, and

when the fit was over, and the child returned to the cham-

ber, Margaret Lang who was fitting near the hall door,

fpoke thefe words after her, " The Lord blefs thee , and

ding ( that is beat or drive ) the devil out of thee.” A

little after which words, Margaret going down ftairs, the

damfel came to the hall, and faid, her bonds were now

loofed, and that now he could accufe Margaret Langto

her face, and declared the occafion of her being fo reftrain-

ed and bound up while Margaret was prefent, was her let-

ting fall a parcel of hair at the hall door as fhe came in ;

being a charm made by her for that end, which alſo had.
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been the occafion of her uttering the word tint, in the

former fit: and accordingly a parcel of hair had been

found at the hall door, after Margaret Lang had gone

ftraight from the hall to the chamber, which immediately

was caft into the fire and burned. And it is remarkable

that it could be attefted, that there was no hair, or any

other thing elfe in that place before Margaret Lang came

in, and the girl being inquired what way the knew Mar

garet Lang had laid the forementioned charm upon her,

replied, fomething fpeaking diftin&tly to her as it were a

bove her head had fuggefted that to her.

About eight at night he was feverely handled in her

fits, much after the former manner, and while he was in

her fwooning fits, there was feen in her mouth a pin,

wherewith fhe feemed almoft choaked, but by divine pro

vidence it was with great difficulty got out. After this

fhe was fomewhat compofed , and did not much complain

of pain ; but was diftinely heard to entertain difcourfe

with fome invifible creature about her, and the replies

given by her, and heard by thofe who took care ofher,

gave them ground to conclude fhe was tempted to fet her

hand to a paperthen prefented to her, with promifes that

upon her yielding thereunto, fhe fhould never be troubled

any more; as alſo that ſhe ſhould get fweet meats, a drink of

fack, a bonny handfome coat with filver lace ; She was alfo

diftinctly heard fay, refifting the tempter, " Thou art a fil-

thyfow, fhould I obey thee ; this was not the end of my

creation, but to glorify God and enjoy him for ever ; and

thou promiſeth what thou cannot perform , art thou an-

gry at me for faying thou fow, what fhould I call thee,

but thou filthy fow ; art thou not the filthy devil, for as

brave as thou art with thy filver and gold lace, wouldeft

thou have me renounce my baptifm . Doft thou promife

to give me brave men in marriage, and fine cloaths, and

perfect health, if I fhould confent thereunto ? Doit thou

fay my baptifm will do me no good, becauſe thou alledgeft

he was not a fufficient minifter that baptized me ? -thou

art a liar, I will be content to die, before I renounce my
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baptifm, O through the grace ofGod I will never do it.'

And thus fhe continued reafoning, being both blind and

deaf, for the ſpace of two hours ; and when she came to

herfelf, did declare, it was the devil who firft prefented

himſelf, tempting her in the fhape of a fow, to renounce

her baptifm, as is hinted ; and that he did chide her

when the called him thou fow, and immediately appeared

to her again, in the fhape ofa brave gentleman, as hav-

ing gold and filver lace on his cloaths, ftill urging her to

renounce her baptiſm, which temptation fhe through the

Special affiftance of the grace of God, effectually refifted :

She alfo faid; that it had been fuggefted to her by the

fpirit, fpeaking to her, as it were above her head,

after the combat with the tempter was over, that

one of her tormentors would be at the houfe the

morrow.

February 13. fhe was feized with a fore fit about twelve

o'clock of the day, in which the continued for more than

two hours fpace, both deaf and blind. Thofe in the room

with her, crying to her with a loud voice, and pinching

her hands and other parts ofher body ; but allto no pur-

pofe. And in this pofture was hurried to and fro with

violence through the room : And when any body by

force offered to hinder the dangerous and violent motion,

fhe feemed to be upon, fhe would roar exceedingly, fome-

times fhe defired her father and mother and others to

come and take her home, (fuppofing herſelf not to be in

her father's houfe) when the girl was in this deplorable

condition, Margaret Roger, who lived in the neighbour-

hood, came to the houfe of Bargarran, enquiring for the

lady ; and having come up ftairs, the parents of the dam-

fel remembering what the girl had faid the night before,

that one of her tormentors was to some that day to the

houfe, brought Margaret Roger to the chamber where

the girl was, and fo foon as fhe entered the door ; the

damfel though fhe could difeern none of theſe who were

prefent with her, nor anfwer them when they cried to
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her; yet prefently faw her, and ran towards her, crying,

Maggy, Maggy, where haft thou been ? wilt thou take

me with thee, for my father and mother have left me."

Whereupon fpectators being aftonished, caufed Margaret

fpeak to the child, which the having done, the girl diſ.

tinely heard and anfwered her every word. After this,

the three confeffants were alfo brought up to the chamber

where the damfel was, and fo foon as they entered the

door, fhe ran alfo to them laughing, as if he had been

overjoyed, anfuering them when they fpoke to her ; and

Margaret Roger there prefent, being confronted with

the confeffants : they did declare, that fhe had been

at meetings with the devil and witches in Bargarran

rchard, confulting and contriving Chriftian Shaw's

ruin.

orc
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The Lord's day following, being February 14 after

fome fhort intervals , he was again feized with her fits, in

which the faid, " Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar-

tha Semple, were tormenting her and cutting her throat;"

which words, through violence of pain, and difficulty of

breathing, the uttered with a low and hardly audible

voice, and upon the naming of Margaret Lang and her

daughter fhe was tofted and dreadfully tormented in all

the parts of her body, being made fometimes to ftand

upon her head and feet at once, fometimes her belly

fwelling like a drum ; and falling again in a fudden, and

fometimes herhead and other parts of her body werelike

to be fhaken in pieces, fo that fpectators feared fhe would

never fpeak more. And when the fit was over, fhe de-

wer

bec.

M

paredclared, Margaret Lang faid to her, whenin the fit, That

fhe would give her a tofty,' (which imports hot and feverei

handling) for naming her.

in

At this time he was feldom free of her light fits,

which for moft part were all the refpite and eafe fhe had

from the unexpreffible agonies fhe endured in her more

grievous fits , unleſs when aſleep : and while fhe was

thefe fits, no body could perfuade her to pray, yet when

in a right compofure of mind and perfectly at herself, he

de de

Thich
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would weep bitterly to remember this, expreffing her

fears, left that might be any evidence God would forfake

her.

6

February 18. About two in the afternoon, fhe being

in the light fit, faid, The devil now appeared to herin

the ſhape of a man ;' whereupon being ſtruck with great

fear and confternation, was defired to pray with an audi-

ble voice, the Lord rebuke thee, Satan, ' which fhe effay-

ing to do, inftantly loft power of ſpeech, her teeth being

fet, and her tongue drawn back into her throat, and fhe

effaying again, was immediately feized with another

grievous fit : in which her eyes being twiſted almoſt round

in her head, she fell down as one dead, ftruggling with

her feet and hands, and again getting up on a fudden,

was hurried with violence to and fro through the room

deaf and blind ; yet was fpeaking with fome inviſible

creatures about her, faying, "with the Lord's ſtrength,

thou shalt neither put ftraw nor flick into my mouth."

After this, fhe cried in a pitiful manner, the bumbee has

finged me, then preſently fitting down and loofing her

tockings, put her hand to that part which had been

nipped or pinched, whereupon fpectators did viſibly dif-

cern the lively marks of nails of fingers deeply imprinted

on that fame part of her leg And when fhe came to

herfelf, fhe did declare, that fomething fpeaking to her

as it were above her head,' told her it was M. M. in a

neighbouring parifh, ( naming the place ) that had ap-

peared to her and pinched her leg in the likeneſs of a

bumbee.' She likewife did declare, that the forementioned

M. M. inftantly after this had been fuggefted to her,

appeared in her own fhape, and likeness as the uſed to be

at other times. Shortly after this, being ftill feized

with her light fit, fhe whispered in her mother's ear,

' the devil was now appearing to her again in the ſhape

of a gentleman ; and being inftantly feized with her fits,

in which he was both blind and deaf, was diftinctly heard

arguing after this manner, thou thinkeft to tempt me to

be a witch; but through God's ftrength thou shalt never

K
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be the better ; I charge thee, in the name of God, to be,

gone and thy papers too. In the Lord's ftrength 1 will

-not fear thee. I will ftand here and fee if thou can come

one step nearer me, I think thou feareft me more than I

fear thee.' Then turning herſelf again, he was hurried

to and fro with violence through the room, as formerly,

faying, fhe was bitten or pinched very fore in the hand

with teeth, and nipped with fingers about twenty-four

times ; which conftrained her to horrid fcreechs and

outcries at every time the received them, fhewing and

pointing with her finger to theſe parts of her arm and

leg which had been pinched and bitten, but neither faw

nor heard any about her. And accordingly fpectators

did vifibly difcern the evident marks of teeth and nails of

fingers upon her arms and legs. In this pofture the girl

continued from two till five in the afternoon, and when

her mifery was over, the faid, M. M. told her in the fit,

that Margaret Lang, then in cuftody, had ordered her to

handle her after that manner. Andthat Margaret Lang

had a commanding power over her.'

"

Friday and Saturday thereafter, being Feb. 19th and

20th, he was frequently feized with the forementioned

fits, and being violently bitten, pinched, and nipped, in

her hands, neck, and other parts of her body, ſo that

the clear marks of the nails of fingers and fteads of teeth,

both upper and lower, with the ſpittle and flaver ofa

mouth thereupon, was evidently feen by fpectators.

About this time, when feized with her blind and deaffits,

a crooked fellow appeared to her, having his feet deformed,

his two heels wrying inward toward one another, and the

foreparts of his feet outward from one another, ſo that

the broadfide of his feet moved foremost, and upon the

appearing of this fellow her feet were put in the very fame

pofture, during the time he tormented her. It is to be

noticed, that there is a fellow in one ofthe neighbouring

parishes, whofe feet are exactly in that manner deformed,

who has been a long time of ill fame, and given up by the
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confeffants, to have been at meetings with the devil and the

reft of the crew, in Bargarran orchard.

Saturday, being Feb. 20th, the whole family being

gone to bed, they had left a great quantity of peats or

turf, beside the hall chimney, which the next morning

they faw them burnt to ashes, though there had been no

fire in the chimney nor near them, fo that the plaiſter and

ftones of the wall, where the peats or turf lay, were in a

great partturned to rubbiſh, through the violence of the

fire, but no other damage followed, the hall floor being laid

with ftones, and the peats lying within the bosom of a

large chimney brace.

Feb. 27th, The chamber fire having been covered with

afhes in the chimney, when the family went to bed, the.

next morning, though a good quantity of afhes had been-

left, yet they found all clean fwept away, and no appear-

ance of aſhes nor fire there at all ; albeit none in the fa-

mily that night nor next morning had been there after the

fire was gathered, before this was obferved.

In fits of this kind the continued for ſeveral days there-

after, naming the forementioned crooked fellow, J. R.

and M. A. living in the neighbouring parishes, which two

women were delated, by the three confeffants to be a-

mongst her tormentors, and particularly upon the Lord's

day, being Feb. 21ft , and the Monday following, the faid

J. R. appearing to her grievously vexed her, withal telling

her fhe was commiffioned fo to do, the gentlewoman M,

M. having a pain in her head at the time, and fo not able

to come forth, concerning which, it is worthy ofremark,

that the damfel declared M. M. to have appeared to her

about two days thereafter, with her head bound up with

a napkin or handkerchief, in which like habit or posture,

fhe did not formerly appear.

Upon Thurſday thereafter, being Feb. 25th, fhe con-

tinued in the former fits, weeping bitterly and complaining

of pain in both her fides : fhe alſo told in the interval of

her fits, that ſhe was that night to be in very grievous and

føre tits, her tormentors being refolved to choak her, by

K 2
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puttingpins inher mouth, which (though the emptied her-

felf of all that were in her cloaths ) yet accordingly came to

pafs; in which hewas both blind and deaf, leaping up and

down in anextraordinary manner, pulling down whatever

came to her hand ; and thus continued for fome days, put-

ting out of her mouth a great quantity of fmall broken

pins, which fhe declared, J. R. had forced in the fame.

Upon the Lord's day , being the laft of Feb, about five

o'clock in the afternoon, fhe fell into grievous fits, ac-

companied with hideous or loud laughing, leaping, and

running with violenceto and fro, and thereafter wept fore,

crying out of pain, that a little Highlandman (whom the

knew to be fuch by his habit and fpeech) was now break-

ing her leg ; which (becauſe of pain ) fhe fcarce could get

told in the fit, and putting her hand to the part ofher

leg affected, fpectators untying her ftocking, diftin&tly

obferved a fore bruife in her fhin bone ; which, when

touched, did fo pain her, that fhe uttered horrid fereechs.

and cries ; and when recovered, did declare, that the

little Highland fellow had given her that bruiſe. After

this, he put out of her mouth a crooked pin, by which

the told the forefaid Highland fellow having forced it into

her mouth, defigned to choak her.

8
The first eight days of March, fhe continued in her

former fits, with little variation, putting out of her mouth

a great number of fmall pins, often fainting and falling,

as dead, upon the ground on a fudden, again ftruggling

with feet and hands ; by all which, her natural ſpirits were

much weakened and exhaufted ; fometimes alfo the effayed

togo into the fire. About this time, when minifters and

other chriftians met in the family for prayer, fhe uſed at

the beginning of the work to make great difturbance,

particularly, March 2d, which day, being fet apart for

fafting and prayer in the family, prayer begun, fhe was

forfome time very compofed, until of a fudden, a ftrong

blait of wind forced open the windows of the room, upon

which fhe was inftantly feized with a violent fit , the mi-

nifter in the very fame time fupplicating God, that the
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might be delivered from Satan's bonds ; in which fit he

being both blind and deaf as to all, except her tormentors,

was hurriedwith violence to and fro in the room, fometimes

falling down as one dead, fometimes finging and making

a hideous loud noiſe, ſometimes naming M. M. and o-

thers ; who, ſhe ſaid, were there prefent, afflicting and tor-

menting her, withal, naming the particular places of the

room where the faw them ftanding and fitting. After

all which, when recovered out of the fit, fhe told that

a gentlewoman and a little Highland fellow, came in with

the blaft of wind which forced open the windows. This

falling out upon the Tueſday, fhe continued in the light

fit without any intermiffion, till the Sabbath thereafter,

not being feized with any of her fore fits and having

gone to church the Lord's day following, was perfectly

well for the moſt part of the day ; yet affirmed the faw

Janet Wagh and others, in one of the windows of the

church, though invifible to all others.

Tueſday, being March 9th, her mother and Margaret

Campbell, her coufin, took the damfel to walk with them

in the orchard ; and returning back to the houſe, her mo-

ther entering the tower gate firft , the damfel being at her

back, and Margaret Campbell tarrying a little while at

the gate ; her mother going into the kitchen, fuppofed

they had been with her, whereas the damfel was, of a fud-

den, carried away in a flight up ftairs with fo fwift and

unacountable a motion, that her abfence was not inthe

leaſt ſuſpected ; her mother turning and miffing her, cried,

whither is Chriftian and Margaret Campbell? and inſtant-

ly running up ftairs to look for the damfel, heard a noife,

and following the fame, found the damfel leaping and

dancing upon one of the ſtairs, being feized with fits,

out of which when ſhe had recovered fhe told, that J. P.

had carried her away from her mother's back, as ſhe en-

tered the kitchen door, (her not touching the ground to

her apprehenfion) and that with a defign to ftrangle her

in an high wardrobe with ropes, on which the linen uſed

to dry, but that the faid J. P. could carry her no further
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than the place where fhe was found,

leave her infuch a violent ft.

and did therefore

Upon the Lord's day thereafter, being March 14th,

here fits again altered, in that her mouth and noſe were

prodigiously diftorted and turning about while in the fit,

her face being thereby ftrangely and horribly deformed.

The fame day the being in church in the forenoon, her

glove falling from her, the fame was again put into her

handbyfome invifible agent ,to theamazement of beholders.

Towhich we add here, as that which is worthy of remark,

that all this while an invifible being, haunted her on all

occafions, fuggefting many things to her, both concerning

herſelf and others ; but yet never heard by any but herſelf.

The fame day betwixt fermons, fhe told that fhe was

to be violently tormented in the afternoon ; which ac-

cordingly came to pafs, and when in her fits fhe named

one J. K. awoman living in the neighbouring bounds, of

whom the faid, that fhe had feen her in the church ; as

alfo that fhe was mafter of thefe kind of fits fhe was af.

flicted with ; withal afferting, that if the faid J. K. were

not fent for, fhe would grow worſe and worfe ; which her

parents findingto be true, fent in the evening for the faid

J. K. threatning her, if the damfel was any further trou-

bled with her, that the fhould be apprehended as others

had been ; after which the damfel being in the mean time

in a very fore fit, the forementioned J K. prayed ( though

not defired) that God might fend the damfel her health ;

whereupon the damfel was no more troubled with thefe

kind of fits ; but did inftantly recover, by falling into a

fwcon as the uſed to do before recovery out of any of her

fits.

Tuefday, being March 16th, fhe was again feized

with her other kind of fits, all the parts of her body being

fliff and rigid ; and fometimes in them was heard con-

verfing with the gentlewoman (as fhe called her) vindi-´

cating herfelf of what the gentlewoman alledged against

her, viz. that he had accufed fome innocent perfons as

her tormentors. To which the damfel diftinctly replied,
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that he was a liar, faying, it was you yourſelf and none

other ever mentioned any fuch thing.

Thus the continued until the Friday thereafter, being

never free of the light fits, now and then alfo falling into

fwoons, and appeared to be almoft choaked by the means

of fome charms and enchantments invifibly conveyed into

her mouth ; which, to the apprehenfion of fpectators,

were as if it had been pieces of chefauts, orange pills,

whites of eggs, or fuch like, all which were diftinctly

obferved, when occafionally in the fit fhe opened her

mouth ; and when fpectators effayed to get them out, fhe

kept her mouth and teeth fo clofe, that no ftrength could.

open the fame. When recovered out ofthe fit, fhe told

L. M. a woman living in the neighbouring bounds, had

put them in her mouth.

Upon Friday being March 19th, fhe was violently tor-

mented with fore fits, in which her neck was diſtorted and

bended back like a bow towards her heels, ftruggling with

feet and hands, fometimes ftiff, blind, and deaf, putting

out of her mouth a great number of ſmall pins ; which the

faid the forementioned L. M. had put in her mouth. And

about fix o'clock that fame night being violently torment-

ed, fell a-crying, that if the gentlewoman was not ap

prehended that night, it would be in vain to apprehend

her to-morrow : for, faid fhe, I have much to fuffer at

her hands betwixt twelve and one o'clock in the morning.

After this the damfel lifting up her eyelids with her hands,

and looking upwards, faid, what art thou that tells me

that the fheriff and my fatherare coming here this night ?

After which the fheriff, her father, and James Guthrie,

macer to the jufticiary court, inftantly came up stairs, to

the amazement of thoſe who remembered what the dam- t

fel jut now had faid. The damfel continuing all this !

while blind and deaf; yet was heard (the forefaid perfons

being prefent) diftinctly to difcourfe with fome invifible

being near to her, faying, is the fheriff come, is he near

me ? and ftretching out her hand to feel ifany were about

her, the fheriff put his hand in her's, notwithstanding of
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which, fhe faid to the invisible being difcourfing with her,

I cannot feel the fherif, how can be, be pretent here ?,

or how can I have him by the hand as thou fayeit, feeing

I feel it not ? Thou fayeft he hath brown coloured cloaths,

red plush breeches with black firipes, flowered muſlia

cravat, and an embroidered fword-belt. Thou fayeſt there

is an old grey haired man with him, having a ring upon

his hand; but I can neither fee nor feel any of them.

What, are they come to apprehend the gentlewoman ? is

that their errand indeed ?' And the girl being enquired

how he came to the knowledge of thefe ftrange things ;

replied as formerly in the like cafe, fomething fpeaking

diltinctly as above her head, fuggefted them to her. It

is very obfervable here, that the forefaid perfons had that

fame afternoon got an order from the commiffioners of

jufticiary to apprehend the fame gentlewoman, and were

fo far on their way to put it in execution againſt the next

morning; but being witneffes to the damfel's trouble,

and hearing what fhe had told, viz . that a delay in that

matter, would prove to her exceeding dangerous, they

went ftraight on in their journey that fame night to the

gentlewoman's habitation, and put their warrant to exe-

cution.

As the damfel ftill continued to be violently tormented,

fometimes lying with her neck and other parts of her

body upon the ground ; as if they had been disjointed,

fometimes alfo effaying to throw herſelf into the fire.

About ten o'clock the fame night, fhe continuing inthe

fit, her father (who had not gone with the fheriff) be-

ginning to read a part of the word of God, the repeated

the words after him though blind and deaf in the mean

time, which made fpectators apprehend, that the damfel

had the fenfe of hearing in theſe forts of fits, at leaſt

when the word of God was read : to find out the truth

ofwhich, her father did ceafe from reading, which though

he did ; yet the damfel continued to repeat the following

verfes of the chapter, while none in the room were read-

ing, and the herſelf had no book ; withal being heard fay
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to fome invifible being about her, Wilt thou teach me

a part of the Old Teftament as well as the New.

The damfel ftill continuing in the forementioned fits,

faid unto the perfons prefent, that now it was twelve of

the clock ; oh ! it is now past twelve, fometimes lying as

one dead, through the violence of pain and decay of her

natural fpirits, fometimes again recovering, effayed to

exprefs fomewhat, but could not ; withal putting out of

her mouth a great quantity of crooked pins, and the parts

of her body being prodigiously distorted, fhe complained

of great pain: thus fhe continued until half an hour after

twelve o'clock at night ; when on a fudden ſhe recovered,

to the admiration of beholders, telling them, fhe might

now go to bed, being told by fome invifible informer,

that the ſheriff and the other gentleman, to wit, the macer,

had now entered the gentlewoman's houfe, and accord-

ingly going to bed, was no further troubled that night,

It is worthy of remark here, that the fheriff and macer,

at their return, did declare, that it was juft about that

time they entered the gentlewoman's houfe, which the

damfel condefcended upon.

Saturday, being March 20th, about ten o'clock in the

forenoon, fhe was of a fudden ſeized with fits, falling down

as one dead, her eyes quite clofed, fometimes again

opening and turning in her head, fhe faw nor heard none

about her, but was hurried with violence to and fro

through the room, crying with a loud voice when any

by force would hinder her motion. She being in this

pofture, and deprived thus of her fenfes, James Lindſay,..

one of the three confeffants, was brought into the room,

who no fooner had entered the door but was perceived

by her, and fhe, fmiling, ran towards him, faying, Jamie,

where haft thou been this long time, how is it with

thee ? and anſwered him diftinctly to every word he ſpake,

though at the fame time fhe neither heard nor faw any

other in the room, nor could converfe with them , albeit,

tried by feveral experiments for that purpoſe, particularly

a tobacco box being held before her eyes by a perfon
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prefent in the room, fhe did not fee it ; but as foon as

it was put in the hand of James Lindſay the inftantly en-

quired at him, where he had got that box ? She continu-

ing in this pofture, the fheriff and her father being pre-

fent, thought it fit to confront M. M. who was now

come, thereby to try if the damfel would hear or fee her,

as fhe had done James Lindfay, which accordingly they

did : and as foon as M. M. entered the door, the damfel

(though ftill in the fit ) prefently fmiled and faid, I fee

the gentlewoman now, though formerly fhe had never

feen her perfonally, but only her ſpectre in the fits.

likewife heard her, when the fpoke to her, anſwering

diftinctly fome queftions propofed by M. M. fuch as,

when it was fhe had feen her tormenting her? to which

the answered, he had feen her the other night in her fits,

and further challenged her, why fhe had restrained her

from making known the Highland wife's name, as alfo

faying unto her, thou pretends thou knowelt not what I

fay, thou knoweft well enough. Upon all which, the

gentlewoman on a fudden (without being defired ) prayed,

that the Lord might fend the damfel her health, faying,

' Lord help thee, poor daft child, and rebuke the devil."

Which words were no fooner uttered than the damfel fell

down as dead, and being in this pofture carried to an-

other room, inftantly recovered ofthe blind , deaf, and

alfo of the light fit, becoming perfectly well and continu-

ed fo for fome time, and being thus recovered, and M.

M. removed into another room, the damfel was enquired

at, whom ſhe had ſeen in the laſt fit ? to which the re-

plied, fhe had feen the gentlewoman, though in the mean

time he was altogether ignorant of the gentlewoman's

ever being perfonally prefent in the room with her.

The fame day the commiffioners of jufticiary having

come to Bargarran, M. M. and the damfel were again

confronted, upon which the damfel (being in the light

fit ) upon the firft look of the forementioned M. M. was

fuddenly feized with fore fits , out of which when the re-

covered, he accufed her as being one of her moſt viò-

L
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lent tormentors, particularly, mentioning fuch and fuch

times, in which fhe had in an extraordinary manner

afflicted her, as alſo what words fhe fpoke in her hear-

ing while in the fit, and which is yet more remarkable,

did question the gentlewoman if fhe did not fometime in

Decem. laft, when ſhe was tormenting her, remember

how fhe went away from her in great hafte, ſaying , the

could ftay no longer, being obliged to attend a child's

burial at home. In confirmation of which we are very

credibly informed, that W. R. a near neighbour of her's,

had a child burried that fame day, and that the gentle

woman came not in due time to attend the corpfe to

the burial place, but the corpfe being near to the church

yard ere the reached the houſe from whence they came,

the returned again to her own lodging, and fo did not

accompany the burial at all .

The Lord's day following, being March 21ft, fhe fell

into fwooning fits, complaining of no pain, except nearto

her heart, falling down as dead, not only when the fits

feized her, but alſo when he recovered, fometimes fing✩

ing after an unuſual manner, withal informing fpectators

that J. G. conftrained her to that kind of music, her

own lips not at all moving in the mean time , which

beholders faw to be true, only her tongue, for prevent

ing of which, the frequently put her hand into her

mouth. And at this time, when either ſhe herſelf, or

thofe about her, offered to read any part of the Scripture,

he was violently tormented, declaring if fhe did but fo

much as hear the word of God. read that day, ſhe would

certainly be extremely tortured ; in confirmation of

which, when fome effayed to read Heb. xi. 2 , 4, 6. Ifa.

xl. Pfal. iii. fhe uttered horrid fcreechs and outcries,

complaining that fhe was pinched, in evidence of which,

the prints or marks of the nails of fingers were diſtinctly

feen on her arms,, and being thus pinched or bitten for

feveral times with great violence and pain, the ſkin itfelf

was feen to be torn from off thoſe parts of her arms and

Angers, where the prints of the teeth and nails were obſery-
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faid parts affected fell a-bleeding, which blood was both

feen and handled by ſpectators Moreover the damſel,

while in this fad and lamentable condition, ſeemed to

be extremely affected and oppreffed with fore fickness,

as one in a fever, crying fometimes, to remove theſe

dead children out of her fight ; which the frequently

repeated, from fix to nine in the morning, and the ftill

continuing the reft of the day, it was obferved that

fome charms and enchantments were put in her mouth

as formerly, of which the damfel being very fenfible, fell

down on a fudden on the ground, putting her hand to

fome fpittle which he had put out of her mouth, and

lifted fome traſh which the again caft down tothe ground,

it making fome noife, but yet neither feen in her fpittle

nor elſewhere by fpectators, though while in her mouth,

they obferved fomething like orange pills, whites of eggs,

and pieces of chefnuts.

誓

Monday, being March 22d, the forementioned L. M.

or J. G. came to Bargarran's houſe, and being confront-

ed with the damfel, queftioned her if ever fhe had feen

her in any of her fits, withal alledging that he, viz.

L. M. or J. G. could be none of her tormentors, becauſe

the damfel was not now feized with a fit, though looking

upon her as the uſed to be, when fhe looked upon any

of her other tormentors when confronted with them ;

upon which the damfel being for ſometime filent, L. M.

or J. G. did again propofe the fame queftion to her; to

which the damfel diftinctly replied, Yes, upon which L.

M. replied. perhaps you have ſeen the devil in my ſhape.

As to the conference there are feveral things exceeding

remarkable, as first , that the damfel upon her anfwering,

yes, was immediately feized with a fit. 2dly, That how-

ever after Katherine Campbell had touched the damfel in

prefence of the Commiffioners, upon the 5th of Feb. laft,

fhe had ever fince that time, freedom to touch any of her

tomentors, without being feized with her fits, as has been

hinted, yet true it is, that in the room of that charm a

M
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new one took place, viz. when any time he looked upon

her tormentors in the face, at the very first look fhe was

feized with her fits ; which charm fhe declared waslaid by

means of the forementioned L. M. or J. G. and alfo

taken offagain by her that very morning before the came

to vifit the damfel, and this fhe faid, wasfuggefted to her

byfomeinvifible being, fpeaking diftinctly as it were above

her head ; and that therefore the damfel now had freedom

to look L. M. in the face, without being ſeized with fits,

which for a confiderable time before, fhe could not do,

when confronted with any of her tormentors. 3dly, It is

yet more obfervable, that in the fame morning before ever

L. M. came to vifit the damfel, it was told by the dam-

fel to ſeveral perfons in the family, that L. M. had taken

off that charm of her being feized with fits, when look-

ing any of her tormentors in the face ; but withal, that

fhe had laid on another in its room, viz . that as foon as

the damfel fhould by words confer with any ofher tor-

mentors, fo foon fhould fhe be feized with a fit, which

accordingly was verified when the ſpoke to L. M. or J. G.

Tueſday, being March 234, the damfel being afleep

in the bed with her mother, about three o'clock in the

morning, was on a fudden awakened (having for fome-

time ftruggled in her ſleep ) ingreat fear and confternation,

and being feized with her blind and deaf fits, took falt

hold of her mother, declaring to her father and her, that

the devil was ftanding nearto the bed affaulting her, upon

which, fhe cried ſuddenly : God Almighty keep me from

thy meetings. I will die rather than go to them. I will

never, through the grace of God, renounce my baptiſm ;

for I will certainly go to hell if I do it ; thou ſays I will

go to hell however, becauſe I am a great finner ; but I

believe what the word of God futh ; though I have many

fins, yet the blood of Chrift cleanſeth from all fin ; and

I will not add that great wickedneſs to my other fins,

which thou art tempting me to do. It is no wonderthou

lie to me, feeing thou waft bold to lie in God's face. I

know thou art a liar from the beginning ; and the red
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coat thou promifes me, I knowthou canst not perform it.

And although I ſhould never recover, I am never refolved

to renounce my baptifm. It is God that hath kept me

all this time from being a witch, and I truft, he will yet

by his grace keep me ; not becauſe of any thing in me,

but ofhis own mercy ; and that he who hath kept me

hitherto from being devoured by thee, I hope will yet

keep me.' This conference continued near the ſpace of

an hour, her father, mother, and others being ear wit-

neffes to the fame. And after recovery the damfel

declared that it was the devil, who (in the fhape of a

naked man with a fhirt, having much hair upon his hands,

and his face like fwine's briftles) had appeared to her

tempting her as aforefaid.

Until Sabbath following the continued in the light fit,

but withal every morning and evening was ftill feized

with her fore fits, continuing ftill to name M. M. (who

was at this time fet at liberty) ; the forementioned L. M.

E. T. an Highland wife, and others as being her tor-

mentors. It is more than remarkable here, that M. M.

being fet at liberty upon bail, the very day after ſhe went

home, fhe appeared again to the damfel tormenting her

in her fits, and continued fo to do feveral days thereafter,

particularly upon the Saturday, being March 27. after

fhe was fet at liberty ; the which day, the damfel was

heard name her in the fits, and fay to her, wilt thou

fay, God help me, poor mad or foolish child, as thou ſaid

the other day before the judges : art thou wiſhingthe

devil to take me ; where is the habit thou was cloathed

in the other day ?”.

On Sabbath morning, being March 28th, the damfel

through God's great mercy towards her, was perfectly

recovered, both of all her fore andlight fits ; becoming

as well, fenfible, and compofed as ever.

End of the Narrative of Chriflian Shaw.

#
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The Editors of the first Edition ofthe Narrative,

which was printed in 1698 , have fubjoined the

following information, &c. to the Narrative.

Is it fhall be queftioned, how the truth of all thefe

ftrange things is attefted ? There is none of thofe parti-

culars mentioned in the Narrative, but had in the firft

draught, the witneſſes inferted at the end of every particu.

lar paragraph, and attefted before the commiffioners for en-

quirey at Renfrew, by the fubfcriptions of the refpective

witneffes. But feeing the placing ofthemfo now, would

have occafioned the repetition of feveral perfons names

over and over again, and would have made this Narrative

fwell too much in bulk ; therefore we judged it fittelt

now to fet down the names altogether at the end of the

Narrative ; and the rather, that feeing theſe things fell

not out in a private corner ; but thouſands in this country

have been eye and ear witneff s thereof, to their admir

ation and railing of their fympathy, and been fully con

vinced beyond all debate of a diabolical influence upon

the affliction of the damfel: we fhall now make mention

of a few, viz. befide the father, mother, grandmother,

and neareſt relations of the damfel, and fervants of the

family, who were always prefent with her in her fits ;

fuch of the commiffioners for enquiry and of jufticiary as

had occafion to be on the place of the,events, particularly

the Lord Blantyre, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffen,

Sir John Maxwell of Pollok, Sir John Houftoun ofthat

ilk, Alexander Porterfield of that ilk , the Laird of

Blackhall younger, the Laird of Glanderſtone, the Laird

of Craigens, Porterfield of Fulwood, John Alexander of

Blackhoufe, Mr. Robert Semple, fheriff-depute of Ren-

frew and feveral other honourable perfons of good fenfe

and prying wits ; fuch as the noble Earl of Marſhall, the

Laird of Orbiftone, the Laird of Kilmarnock, the Laird

of Meldrum, the Laird of Bishopton, elder and younger;

Gavin Cochrane of Craigmure, William Dennifton of

Colgrain, Dr. Matthew Brifbane, &c. and many mini-
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fters, who kept days of humiliation and prayer weekly to

the family, and fometimes in the parifh-church with the

congregation, viz. Mr. James Hutchifon, minifter ofthe

Goſpel at Kilellan, Mr. Patrick Simpfon at Renfrew,

Mr. James Stirling at Kilbarchan, Mr. Thomas Black-

well , at Paifley, Mr. James Brisbane at Kilmacolm, Mr.

Robert Taylor at Houftoun ; and of neighbouring pref-

byteries, Mr. Neil Gillies, Mr. James Brown, Mr. John

Gray, minifter of the Goſpel at Glaſgow, while the dam

fel was there ; Mr. John Ritchie, minifter at Old Kilpat-

rick, Mr. Alexander King, at Bonhill, Mr. Archibald

Wallace, at Cardrofs, Mr. John Anderfon, at Drymmon,

Mr. Andrew Turner, minifter of the place, who was fre-

quently there befides Mr. Menzies of Cammo, and Mr.

Grant of Cullen , advocates, who were eye and ear wit-

neffes to feveral important paffages of the damfel's

affliction, and the convincing evidences of its flowing

from the operation of the devil, and his inftruments.

The truth whereof is further adminiculat by the progreſs

and iffue of the trial, at which were prefent at feveral

occafions, not only Sir John Shaw of Greenock, Com-

miffar Smollet, at Bonhill, Mr. John Stewart, advocate,

who were concerned in the commiffion, with theſe others

before-mentioned : but alfo great confluence of ſeveral

nobility and gentry out of the country, fuch as the Earl

of Glencairn, the Lord Kilmaurs, the Lord Semple, & c.

And now we are fure, that after all the pregnant evi-

dences ofthe truth of this relation, as to matter of fact,

they must be perfons very hard of belief that can allow

themſelves to deny credit thereunto : and muft need

conclude, that there is nothing credible in the world

that ever hath been delivered to mankind or pofterity ;

and that they refolve to believe nothing though never ſo

fully attefted which they do not fee with their own eyes,

and perhaps, there are ſome hardened in their prejudicate

conceits that will not believe even thefe fo far as they

* Author ofthe Schema Sacrum and Ratio Sacra, and afterwards

Profeffor of Divinity in the Univerſity of Aberdeen.



117

may have influence to convince them of their errors ;

but wisdom is, and will be juſtified of all her children.

Among all ingenuous perfons, we are hopeful this Nar-

rative, (which plainly relates things as they fell out with-

out any kind of difguife) , will obtain fuch entertainment

as it is truly defigned for, viz . That we be hereby more

and more confirmed in the faith of the being ofGod and

invifible fpirits, and admire and adore the wonderful works

of God in the depths of his judgements, and that there

is really a hellifh hierarchy and combination of infernal

fpirits, enemies to God ; and working all the mifchief

they can to men ; whereby alfo, there is an evident

teftimony given to the truth of what is related in the

Scriptures concerning the fame, and withal, to lament,

that through the juft difpleafure of our holy and righteous

God, thofe devils get leave to break forth with fo much

rage and fury, and gets fo many among profeft chriftians.

into a hellish confederacy with themfelves, to be the

inftruments of their malice, and the actors of fo many

tragedies in the chriftian world ; to ftir us up alfo to blefs

and magnify our God, that thofe devils and their inftru-

ments are chained and limited , that they cannot work all

the evil they would, and as long as they will ; and there-

fore tojoin in thankfgiving to God for his deliverance to

that afflicted family and damfel. Finally, as we are to

fubmit to fuch afflictions as the Lord may think fit to

meaſure out unto us, by whatſoever inftruments, as in the

cafe of Job ; fo we are called to watch and pray that WC

enter not into temptation, while we have fuch adverfaries

going about ftill feeking to devour us, and to rejoice

that we have a strong protector, the bleffed Captain of

cur falvation, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath obtained

the victory over all the devils in hell, and hath promifed

all his faints a fhare in his victory, which they begin to

have in time, I epiftle John , iv. 4. And he hath given us

hope, even through grace of a ſpeedy and certain accom-

pliſhment thereof. Luke xxi. 22. Let us lift up our

heads, becauſe our redemption diaweth nigh."

L 3
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APPENDIX, No. A.

THE fubfcribed atteftations of Dr. Matthew Brisbane,

Phyfician, and Mr. Henry Marshall, Apothecary in

Glaſgow, did influence the belief of an extraordinary

cauſe ofthefe events.

The doctor, on the 31. December 1696, tells, that at

first fight, when he was brought to the girl fhe appeared

fo brifk in motion, fo florid in colour, fo chearful, and in

a word every way healthful, that he could hardly be per-

fuaded fhe had need of a phyſician ; but within ten mi

nutes he found himſelf obliged to alter his thoughts, for

fhe rofe from her feat, and advertiſed fhe was inftantly

to be feized with a fit, according whereunto he obſerved

a confiderable diftention in her left hypochondre, which

in a trace falling, fhe was forthwith taken with horrid

convulfive motions and heavy groans at firft ; which

afterwards as foon as fhe was able to frame words, turn.

ed into expoftulatory mourning against fome women ;

particularly Campbell and Naefmith . Yet he thought

thefe fymptoms were reducible to the freaks of hypo-

chondriac melancholy, and therefore put her in fuch a

courfe proper againft that kind of malady. Upon which

being freed, for fome time : he was alarmed that the

child was returned to town worſe than ever for having

his affiftance. He then was frequently with her, and

obferved her narrowly, ſo that he was confident ſhe had

no vifible correfpondent to fubminifter hair, ftraw, coal

cinders, hay, and fuch like trafh unto her ; all which

Supon feveral occafions he faw her put out of her mouth

without being wet ; nay, rather as they had been dried

with artifice, and actually hot above the natural warmth

of the body ; fometimes after ſevere fits, and other times

without trouble when difcourfing with him. When ſhe

had only light convulfive motions, but to a high degree,

fuch rigidity of the whole body, as we call Tiro, fhe did

not fancy as at other times, fhe faw theſe perfons already

named about her ; but the upcafting of the trash above-
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mentioned, did no fooner ceaſe, than in all her fits, when

fhe was able to ſpeak any, fhe always cried out they

were pricking or pinching her. He faw her alfo when

free of fits ſuddenly ſeized with dumbnefs, &c. And this

he folemnly declares himſelf to have ſeen and handled ,

and were it not for the hay, firaw, &c. he ſhould not

defpair to reduce the other fymptoms to their proper

claffes, in the catalogue of human difeafes.

Mr. Marſhall the apothecary concurs with the doctor ;

and gives fome particular inftances of his own obſerva-

tion ; and among the reft, that the girl having fallen

headlong upon the ground, as the had been thrown down

with violence, fell a reaſoning very diftinctly thus : Katie

what ails thee at me, I am fure I never did thee wrong

come let us gree, let there be no more difference betwixt

us, let us ſhake hands together (putting forth her hand

faid, well, Katie, I cannot help it, ye will not gree with

me : ' And immediately fhe cried, fell into a fwoon, and

out of that into a rage, wherein the continued without

intermiffion for about half an hour ; and perfectly re-

covered. Then ſhe told him that ſhe ſaw Katie Camp.

bell, Nancy Naefmith, &c. and many more ; Campbell

was going to thrust a fword into her fide, which made

her fo defirous to be agreed with her ; and when the

girl told him this, the inftantly fell into another fit as

formerly, in which the continued another half hour, &c.

dated ift Jan. 1697.

" The lamentable cafe ofthe afflicted damfel and family,

had been repreſented to his Majeſty's moſt honourable

privy council ," and on the 19th of Jan. 1697, a war-

rant of Privy Council was iffued †, which fet forth, that

there were pregnant grounds of fufpicion of Witchcraft

in the fhire of Renfrew, efpecially from the afflicted and

extraordinary condition of Chriftian Shaw, daughter of

John Shaw of Bargarran. It therefore granted com-

miffion to Alexander Lord Blantyre, Sir John Maxwell

Page 91. Vide Records of Privy Council, 19th Jan. 1697.
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of Pollok, Sir John Shaw of Greenock, William Cun-

nyngham of Craigens, Alexander Porterfield of Duchall,

Caldwall of Glanderftoun, Gavin Cochrane of

Thornly-muir, Alexander Porterfield of Fulwood, and

Robert Semple, Sheriff-deputeof Renfrew, or any five

of them, to interrogate and impriſon perſons ſuſpected

of Witchcraft, to examine witneffes, &c. but not upon

oath, and to tranfmit their report before the 10th of

March 1697. The act of Privy Council is fubfcribed

thus, " Polwarth , Cancellar, Argyle, Leven, Forfar,

" Raith, Belhaven , Ja . Stewart, J. Hope, W. Anftruther,

"J. Maxwell, Ro. Sinclair."

An Abbreviate of the Precognition and Report made

by the Commiffioners appointed by his Majefty's Privy

Council for enquiry : and the confeffions of Elizabeth

Anderfon, James and Thomas Lindfay, tranfmitted by

thefe Commiffioners, and prefented to the Privy Council,

on the 9th of March 1697 .

" that

The Commiffioners for enquiry, having met at Bar-

garran in February 1697, did chooſe the Lord Blantyre,

Prefes, and took the confeffion of Elizabeth Anderſon,

aged about feventeen years, as follows, Declares,

about feven years ago, the flaid with Jean Fulton her

grandmother, and playing about the door fhe faw a black

grim man go in to her grandmother's houſe : after which,

her grandmother came to the door, called her in, and

defired her to take the gentleman (as fhe named him) by

the hand, and which he did, but finding it very cold,

became afraid ; and immediately he vanished .
About a

month thereafter, her grandmother and the being in the

houfe together, the faid gentleman (whom fhe then fuf-

pected to be the devil ) , appeared to them, and fell a

talking with her grandmother, by rounding in one an

others ears ; upon which the grandmother defired her to

take him by the hand, being a friend of hers ; but Eliza-

beth refufing, the grandmother threatened, that the

would get none of the cloaths promiſed to her, unleſs
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the should obey yet Elizabeth withftood, faying, the

Lord be between me and him,' whereupon he went away

in a flight ; but fhe knew not how. Elifabeth was not

troubled for a long time thereafter, till her father defir-

ing her to go with him a begging through the country ;

and the faying, that the needed not to feek her meat,

feeing the might have work ; her father preffed herto go

alongft, and took her to a moor in Kilmalcolm, where

were gathered together, at that and other fubfequent

meetings, Katherine Campbell, Margaret Fulton (her

grand aunt), Margaret Lang, John Reid, fmith, Margaret

and Janet Rodgers, the three Lindſays, (befides the two

confeffant ones) &c. and feverals whom he did not

know, and the forefaid gentleman with them. He came

to Elifabeth, biding her to renounce her baptifm, pro-

mifing that if ſhe would confent thereunto, fhe ſhould

get better meat and cloaths, and not need to beg. But,

(as the declared) fhe would not confent. Then he inquired

what brought her hither, the anſwered, that the came

with her father : whereupon the devil and her father

went and talked together apart : but fhe knew not where

about. Declares, that in that meeting was concerted the

tormenting of Mr. William Fleeming, minifter at Inner

kip, his child. Elifabeth confeffes fhe was at another

meeting with that crew above thetown of Kilpatrick, with

the forefaid gentleman, whom they called their lord and

that fhe went with her father to the ferry boat of Erfkine ;

where the devil with the reſt of the band overturned the

boat, and drowned the Laird of Brighoufe, and the fer-

rier of Erskine, with feveral ſpecial circumſtances there-

anent ; particularly that fome of the crew would have

faved the ferrier, but one of them, viz . his mother-in-

law gainftood it, in regard he had expelled her out of his

houfe a little while before the meeting. Acknowledges,

fhe was prefent with them at the deftroying of William

Montgomerie's child, by ftrangling it with a fea napkin :

where they having entered the houfe, lighted a candle,

which was fomewhat bluish, and Agnes Naefmith ſaying,
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what ifthe people awake ? Margaret Fulton replied, ye

need not fear : as alfo declares, that about five weeks

before the date, her father brought her on foot to Bar-

garran orchard, into which they entered by a flap in

the dyke, and where were prefent the perfons before-

named &c. and the devil, who told that nobody would

fee them, at which they laughed. At this meeting,

they, with their lord, contrived the deftruction of Chrif-

tian Shaw: fome being for ftabbing her with a touck,

others for hanging her with a cord, a third fort for

choaking her, and fome intended to have her out of the

houfe to deftroy her : but fearing they might be taken

before the next meeting to that effect, their lord ( as they

called him ) , gave them a piece of an unchriftened child's

liver to eat, (but the declarant and the other two con-

feffants flipped the eating of it ), telling them, that

though they were apprehended, they fhould never confefs,"

which would prevent an effectual difcovery : and further,

feverals of them being afraid that the declarant would

confefs, and tell of them as ſhe had done formerly on her

grandmother, they threatened to tear her all in pieces if

fhe did fo ; and particularly, Margaret Lang threatened

her moft. After two hours or thereby, they diſappeared

in a flight, except the declarant, who went home on her

foot. Confeffes likewife, that one night her father

raiſed her out of her bed, and they having gone to the

water fide, took her on his back, and carried her over

the river in a flight ; from whence they went on foot to

Dumbarton, and in Mr. John Hardy, minifter, his yard,

the crew and their lord being met, they formed the pic-

ture of Mr. Hardy, and dabbed it full ofpins, and hav-

ing put it amongſt water and ale mixed, roafted it on a

fpit at a fire, &c. After which her father and herſelf

returned in the fame manner as they went. Declares the

particular perfons that were employed and moſt induftrious

in the feveral facts before-mentioned, &c."
1

James Lindlay, aged 14 years, declares, " That one

dayhe met with the deceaft Jean Fulton his grandmother,
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at her own houfe, where fhe took from him a little round

cape and a plack ; but being grieved, he required them

from her again, and the refufing, he called her an old

witch and ran away, upon which the followed him and

cried that she fhould meet him with an ill turn . About

three days thereafter, he being a begging in the country,

he met his grandmother with a black grim man, &c.

whom the defired him to take by the hand, which James

did, but found it exceeding cold, and was ftraitly griped,

whereupon the faid gentleman ( as fhe termed him) aſked

the declarant if he would ferve him, and obey him, and

28. he ſhould have a coat, hat, and ſeveral other things, to

which James anſwered, "yes, I'll do it. " And after this

the forefaid gentlemen (whom the declarant knew there-

after to be the devil), and his grandmother went away,

but knows not how. Acknowledges he was frequently

thereafter at meetings with the devil and witches, particu

larly theſe mentioned in Elizabeth Anderfon's confeffion :

that their lord came to James at the firft public meeting,

took him by the hand, and forbade him to tell that

they contrived before-hand at the faid meeting, the

drowning of Brighoufe, and concurs with Elizabeth

Anderſon anent the defign of faving the ferrier, which

his mother-in-law did divert. He being interrogate,

declared he did not fee J. K. and J. W. at committing

of the forefaid fact : (and indeed they were then in

prifon ) that they with a cord ftrangled Matthew Park's

child and that the perſon who waited on the child,

finding it ftiffled, cried out, Matthew ! Matthew ! the

bairn is dead : Elifabeth Anderſon concurs in this par

ticular ; and tells, that when they had done, they took

the cord with them. Declares, that he was preſent at

ftrangling William Montgomerie's child with a fea napkin,

and heard Agnes Naefmith fay, draw the loup,' &c.

That about five weeks fince, he was carried to them in

Bargarran's orchard, and concurs with Elizabeth Ander-

fon in what was treated there, anent deftroying Chriſtian

Shaw, and the charm againft confeffing. Likewiſe the

#
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meeting in Dumbarton, anent Mr. Hardy, is acknow.

ledged by him and that he has feveral times appeared

to Chriftian Shawboth in Glaſgow and Bargarran, with

the others that did torment her, and put in her mouth,

oal cinders, bones, hay, hair, flicks, &c. intending

thereby to choak her ; that he and they did oftentimes

prick and ftab her in this manner, viz. he had a needle,

which if he put in his cloaths, her body would be prick

ed and ftabbed in that place where he fixed the needle,

and ifhe put in his hair, that part of her head would be

tormented at he faw her put out the pins they had

'put in, at which time he cried thefe words, Help J. D,

who was alfo then preſent : that when the minifters began

to pray in Bargarran's houſe at feveral occafions, the

devil and they immediately went away," &c.

Thomas Lindfay being below pupilarity, declares, "the

fame Jean Fulton his grandmother, awaked him one

night out of his bed, and caufed him take a black grim

gentleman ( as he called him) by the hand ; which he

felt to be cold ; and who having enquired if Thomas

would ferve him and be his man, and he would give him

a red coat, the declarant confented : and the gentleman

(whom he knew thereafter to be the devil) gave him a

nip in the neck, which continued fore for ten days.

Thereafter, one day after his grandmother's deccafe,

coming by her houfe, he thought the appeared to him

clapping his head, and defiring him to be a good fervant

to the gentleman to whom he had gifted him, and for-

bidding him to reveal it. Declares, that one night lying

in bed in the houfe of one Robert Shaw, he was awaken-

ed out of his fleep and carried in a flight to Matthew

Park's houfe, where were prefent the particular perfons

named by him, and concurs tothe manner of ftrangling

of the child with James Lindſay his Brother : and that

another night, being in the houſe of Walter Alexander,

he was brought to the ftrangling of William Montgom

erie's child, and agrees likewife in the manner of it with

his brother, only he fays, the fea napkin with which
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they committed the fact, was fpeckled. He likewife

concurs as to the meeting in Bargarran's orchard, about

five weeks ago, and what was acted therein : as alfo anent

Mr. Hardy; with this addition , that himself turned the

fpit whereon the picture was roafted," & c. C

It is to be noticed, that the three confeffants were fe-

parately apprehended upon feveral occafions, fo they

( after the obftinacy to diſcover was abated ) did emit

thefe confeffions in ſeveral diftinct places, without com-

munication with, or knowledge of another's confeffion in

manner mentioned in the preceding Narrative. The com-

miffioners did examine them upon other trying queſtions

that were new, thereby to make experiment of their

confonancy or difagreement : but ftill found them ftrangely

to accord. The facts did fall out in the manner declared

by them, particularly the ftrangling of the children,

death of the minifter, drowning of thofe in the boat,

and torture of Bargarran's daughter mentioned in the

confeffions before expreffed . Further, the commiffioners

did confront them both with Chriftian Shaw, the afflicted

girl, andthe perfons declared, (whomthey caufed appre-

hend) and both the girl and confeffants did accufe thefe

to their faces, and bind them in circumstances with great

fteadineſs and congruity, though ſeparately brought in.

The commiffioners did alfo try fome experiments anent

the girl, her falling in fits on approach of the accufed, as

is expreffed in the Narrative ; and examined her, with

thofe who ftaid commonly about her upon the particu-

lars of her fufferings : they tried to caufe her write,

(fince the could not fay out) the name of a perfon whom

the first called Margaret or pinched Maggie, and afferted

to be one of her chief bourriers ; yet upon writing Mar-

garet, and the letter L of her firname, the girl was pre-

fently taken with a fearful convulfion, the pen being

ftruck out of her hand, and herſelf falling as dead, with

groans heavier and forer than ordinary : after fome re-

covery, whereof fome minifters pointed to her a paffage

of the Bible, but upon effaying to caft her eyes on it, the

M
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fell into vehement pangs, till one of the commiffionets

defired the book, might be clofed, and that being done,

the immediately came to herſelf, &c. Laftly, the com-

miffioners called before them thofe perfonswho had figned

the paffages of the ſeveral days in the written journal of

the girl's fufferings : and having examined them thereupon,

tranfmitted the fame with the declarations of the three

confeffants, and ſeveral of the paffages that occurred in

the precognition, to his Majesty's privy council, by whom

they were appointed for that effect .

The commiffioners repreſented that there were twenty-

four perfons male and fernale fufpected and accuſed of

Witchcraft, and that further enquiry ought to be made

into this crimet.

Agreeable to this report, a new warrant was iſſued by

the Privy Council on the 5th April 1697 * , to most of

the commiffioners formerly named, with the addition of

Lord Hallcraig, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffen,

Sir John Houſton of that ilk, Mr. John Kincaid of

Corfbaſket, Advocate, and Mr. John Stewart younger

of Blackhall, Advocate, or any five of them to meet at

Renfrew, Paifley, or Glafgow, to take trial of, judge,

and do juftice upon the forefaid perfons ; and to fentence

the guilty to be burned, or otherwiſe executed to death,

as the commiffioners ſhould incline. It further ordained

the commiffioners to tranſmit to the court ofjufticiary an

authentic extract of their proceedings, to be entered upon

its records ; and contained a recommendation to the Lords

ofthe Treafury to defray the expences of the trial. The

Act of Privy Council is fut fcribed thus, " Polwarth,

" Cancellar, Douglas, Lauderdale, Annandale, Yefter,

" Kintore, Carmichael, W. Anftruther, Arch. Mure."

Hugo Arnot Efq; Author of a Collection of

celebrated Criminal Trials in Scotland, from which I

have taken the copy ofthe warrants, dated 19th Jan. 1697

Vide Records of Privy Council, 9th March 1697.

* Vide Records of Privy Council, 5th April 1697.
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and 5th April 1697, fays, " The commiffioners, thus

empowered, were not remifs in acting under the authority

delegated to them. After twenty-hours were ſpent in

the examination of witneffes, who gave teftimony that'

the malefices libelled could not have proceeded from

natural cauſes, and that the priſoners were the authorsof

thefe malefices after five of the unhappy prifoners

confeffed their own guilt, and criminated their alledged

affociates after counfel had been heard on both fides,

and the counsel for the profecution had declared that ' he

would not prefs, the jury with the ordinary ſeverity of

threatning an affize of error * , but recommended to them

to proceed according to the evidence ; and loudly declared

to them, that although they ought to beware of condemn-

ing the innocent, yet if they fhould acquit the priſoners,

in oppofition to legal evidence, they would be acceffory

to all the blafphemies, apoftacies, murders, tortures, and

feductions, whereof thefe enemies of heaven and earth

fhould hereafter be guilty. ' After the jury had fpent

fix - hours in deliberation , ſeven of thofe miferable perfons

were condemned to the flames."

6

Mr. Arnot fays, " The order of Privy Council for

recording the commiffioners proceedings in the books of

jufticiary was not complied with. I am therefore unable

to give any further particulars of the catastrophe oftheſe

miferable perfons, or of the criminal abfurdity of thoſe

who committed them to the flames."

Mr. Arnot further fays, " Thefe inftances afford a

fufficient fpecimen of the mode ofprofecution against the

multitude of miſerable perfons who were facrificed at the

alter of the fatal filters,-Ignorance, Superftition, and

Cruelty. But it is impoffible to form an estimate ofthe

number of the victims. For not only the Lords ofjufti-

ciary, but bailies of regalities, fheriffs of counties, and

the endleſs tribe of commiffioners appointed by the Privy

Vide the Advocate's speech to the inqueft.

M. 2
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Council, and fometimes by Parliament, officiated as the

Priefts who dragged the victims to the altar."

Mr. Arnot further fays, "The last perfon who was

profecuted before the Lords of Jufticiary for Witchcraft,

was Elfpeth Rule, who was tried at Dumfries, in 1799.

The laft perfon who was brought to the ſtake in Scotland

for the crime of Witchcraft was condemned by Captain

David Rofs of Little Daan, Sheriff-depute of Sutherland,

A. D. 1722."

Doctor Brisbane being adduced upon oath in the trial,

he adheres to his former fubfcribed atteftation, and in

refpect of what is mentioned in that atteftation, and fome,

other fpecialities, the Doctor depones, that in his opinion

the things mentioned in his atteftation , did not proceed

from natural caufes arifing from the patient's body.

The fum ofthe confeffions of Margaret and Janet Rod-

ger, who confeffed during the trial of the rest beyond

expectation.

During the dependence of the trial, Janet and Mar-

garet Rodgers confeffed in this manner ; the commiffioners.

had adjourned for two feveral diets, and though they

were to meet on the third, yet it was not expected that

they would proceed till providence might clear the prifon-

ers guilt by further teftimonies of thoſe who might come

to confefs. The very morning of the third term, the

Rodgers did confefs, which was a furprize to every one

that came up to attend the court, fince thefe, as they

were women, and were not formerly noticed as others

were fo they confeffed of free motion, without any

perfon's defiring it of them at the time ; they had not

fuch means of inftruction as were adminiſtered to others :

andtheconjuncture ofmany circumſtances were altogether

fingular. Their confeffions did coincide as to the meet-

ings and things acted therein, with the three former con-

fellants, and the other evidences of the viſible matters of

fact : Only they were fo pointed as to condefcend upon

fome of the pannels whom they did not fee at theſe ren-

dezvoufes ; and great care was taken, to compare their
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teftimonies which had been already difcovered, and to

expifcate their certain knowledge, by new interrogators,

when they were feperate from one another, &c. The

whole crifis had fuch an evidence, that now the com

miffioners, with the general approbation of the moſt in-

telligent ofthe country, who came in to attend the court,

allowed the going on ofthe procefs to debate of the re-

levancy, and putting feven of the best known criminals,

for whom an advocate appeared, to the knowledge of an

inqueft according whereunto there were fome days al-

lowed for the pannels giving in their informations upon

the relevancy ; and at the term, there was a great time

fpent in adducing the probation, an account whereof is

referred to Appendix No. B.

APPENDIX No. B.

An account of Two LETTERS, which were written after

the perfons were condemned, and before they were

executed, which contain a Summary of what ap-.

peared moft Material or Curious, in the Trial of the

Seven Witches, who were condemned to be burned

on the Gallowgreen of Paiſley.

THE truth of the ftrange things, mentioned in the

preceding Narrative was at firft, carefully fearched into

only by private perfons ; but at lat became fo notour,

that, upon application founded on a journal of theſe extra-

ordinary events, atte@ed by many of the gentry in the

country, the council gave a commiffion for enquiring

thereanent .

The honourable perfons to whom thiswasrecommended,

did, with great impartiality and exactneſs, make a report,

which, in providence, proved a mean of moving the

government to notice the execution of juftice on fome of

thefe witches, who otherwife might have lurked without

being difcovered.

For, hereupon, the council directeda fecondcommiffion,

M 3
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Se-

for trial of thoſe who appeared to them to be moſt loaded

by the preliminary probation adduced on the firft.

veral of thefe judges were not only perfons of honour but ,

alfo of fingular knowledge and experience ; confam

whereunto they did proceed with fingular caution , and

were fo far from precipitancy in the affair, toat, after

feveral diets of court they adjourned to a longer term,

that, in the mean time, the prifoners might be provided

of advocates.

Accordingly an advocate compeared forthem, and ma-

naged their defence with all the accuracy that could be

expected. There were about twenty hours employed at .

one diet, in examination of witneffes ; and the inqueft

being inclofed, did confume about fix hours in comparing

the probation . Whereupon feven of the most notorious

criminals were convicted and condemned.

The crimes libelled and found proven against them,

were not mere spectral imaginations, but open and obvi-

ous facts, viz. The murders of fome children and perfons

of age ; and the torturing of feveral perfons, particularly,

Bargarran's daughter ; and both thefe, not at a distance,

but contiguously by natural means of cords, pins, and the

like ; befides the other ordinary works of Witchcraft,

fuch as renouncing baptifm, entering in contract with

and adoring the devil under a corporeal shape, &c. which

could not but be fuftained relevant in Scotland, fince

there is an exprefs ftatute, Parl. 9th At 73. Queen

Mary, appointing the pain of death to fuch.

To make the probation the more convincing, it was

adduced orderly in three periods. The firft conſiſted of

unfufpected witneffes, who proved facts. From whence

it was neceffarily inferred that there was Witchcraft, in

the cafe. The fecond did include, alfo unexceptionable .

witneffes, who deponed upon facts ; which made it prob-

able, ifnot neceffary, that the pannels were the Witches.

The third did comprehead fix pofitive teftimonies of

thefe who did fee and hear thefe Witches committing

the malefices libelled.
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The only valuable fubject of debate, was anent the

import of thefe laft teltimonies ; five whereof were by

confeffants, who had been at the meetings in which were

committed the crimes libelled ; and the fixth of Bargar

ran's daughter, who was one of the perfons maleficiat.

The antecedent part of the probation was by witneffes

beyond exception ; and the judges upon a long debate

did fuftain four of thefe fix only cum nota, and two of

them to be examined without oath, fo nice were they in

favours ofthe pannels lives, fince fome of thefe witneffes

might have been admitted in ſuch a crime without any

quality by the moft fcrupulous judicatory in Europe.

But all things were carried on in this procedure with

tenderneſs and moderation : for even the advocates, who

were ſent to profecute the indictment by his majeſty's

council and advocate, did not act with the bias ofparties :

but on the contrary fhewed an equal concern to have the

pannels affoilized, if it could be found compatible with

justice.

This is the reafon for which the publisher doubtsnot,

but the two following Letters (the one whereof gives a

compend of the advocate's ſpeech ' to the jury, and the

other of their anfwers to the objections against the con-

feffant witneffes ) will afford a fatisfying view of the

chiefeft part of the trial ; fince the objections which were

or might have been made, are therein ſtated and anſwered,

or anticipate and prevented, and the intended brevity

would not permit to print at this time the whole proceſs,

which being extent upon record, any who are curious

may have eaſy acceſs thereunto.

There is fcarcely need to take notice of a late fcurrilous

pamphlet, that had been printed in England, and pretends

to give an account of thofe proceedings ; for any who

reads it may eaſily find that the author has been either

fool, knave, or both, there being neither good language,

fenfe, nor truth, in the most part of it.

The above Preface to the Letters was printed in 1698...
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SIR,

LETTER I.

You having told me, that the odd paffages which

occur in the weft, have put many of your neighbours and

yourfelf, upon reading all the books you can get, treat-

ing of Witchcraft ; and therefore defired me to tranſmit

to you my obfervations at the court. I fhall not pre-

Occupy your opinion by giving them in my own form ;

but herein 1 fend to you the exacteft duplicate of the

advocate's fpeech to the inqueft that I could obtain ; and

by the next poft you fhall have fomething more curious,

víz. A collection of their anfwers to the objections againft

the fix laft witneffes, that were adduced for concluding

the proof: having thefe, you will want little that could

be agreeable to fuch an accurate guſt as yours is.

The Advocate's Speech to the inqueſt was of this import

Good Men of Inqueft,

par-

You having fitten above twenty hours in overhearing

the probation and being inclofed, where, it is like,

you will take no fmall time to reconfider and compare it ;

we ſhall not detain you with fumming up the fame in

ticular ; but fhall only fuggeft fome things, whereof it

is fit you take ſpecial notice in your perufal of it, viz.

ift , The nature of your own power, and the management

thereof. 2dly, The object of this power which lies be-

fore you, wherein you are to confider in the first place,

whether or not there has been Witchcraft in the malefices

libelled ? and in the next place, whether or not theſe

pannels are the Witches?

As to your power, it is certain that you are bothjudges

and witneffes, by the opinion of our lawyers and

cuftom ; therefore you are called out of the neighbour.

hood, as prefumed beft to know the quality of the pan-

nels, and the notoriety of their guilt or innocence.

oath is, that you fhall all truth tell, and no truth conceal ;

which does plainly imply, that you are to condemn or

Your
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affoil, conform to your proper conviction. Such is the

excellent conftitution of juries in England ; and ought

to hold more fpecially in this circumftantiate cafe, where

there is fuch a chain of different kinds of probation con-

curring against the fame pannels, as will appear by the

review thereof in its proper place.

We are not to prefs you with the ordinary feverity of

threatning an affize of error, in cafe you ſhould abfolve ;

but wholly leave you to the conduct of God and yourown

confcience, and defire that you proceed with all the care

of the pannels lives that is poffible for you, as the honour-

able judges have fet to you a defirable pattern, in their

great caution thereanent.

As to the probation itſelf, you fee, that it is divided in

three parts, viz. The extraordinarinefs of the malefices ;

the probability of the concurring adminicles ; and the

clearness of the poſitive probation.

As to the first part, the malefices, or corpora deliai,,

are proven by unexceptionable witneffes, to have fallen

out in fuch an odd and extraordinary a manner, that it

points out fome other cauſes than the ordinary courſe of

nature, to have produced thefe effects.

For clearing of this, particularly in relation to the tor-

ments of Bargarran's daughter, you may confider not

only the extraordinary things that could not proceed from

a natural diſeaſe , which lie proven before you ; but alſo

feveral other matters of fact, which is notour, have been

feen by fome of yourſelves, and lie here in a journal of

her fufferings ; every article whereof is attefted by the

fubfcriptions of perfons of entire credit, before the ho-

nourable commiffioners appointed by his Majefty's Privy

Council, for making enquiry thereanent.

This girl's throwing out of hairs, pias, and coals of

greater heat than that of her body or blood ; as alfo fo

dry that they appeared not to have come out of her

ftomach ; nor had the any prefs of vomiting at the time ;

that the declared the fame to have been put in her mouth
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by her tormentors ; is deponed by Doctor Brisbane, in

his opinion, not to proceed from a natural caufe.

She was not tormented by any of the pannels after

their impriſonment ; except two nights by Katherine

Campbell; which being a furprize, it was thereafter dif.

covered, that theſe two nights the jailor's wife had got

out Katherine Campbell to fpin in her houſe.

She having been ſpeaking to one of her tormentors as

prefent, (though invifible to the bye-ſtanders) and aſking

how her tormentors had got theſe coloured red ſleeves ;

he fuddenly gets up, takes hold of them, the company

hears a fried, and the pulls away two pieces of red cloth,

which all the bye-flanders beheld with amazement in her

hands ; nor was there any other piece of this kind of

cloth to be found in the room at that occafion .

She told that her tormentors were giving her a glaſs

of fack, an orange pill, &c. (thereby enfnaring her to

accept of a favour from them) and accordingly he was

feen to move her lips, and to have an orange pill be-

twixt her teeth ; though there was no vifible hand that

could have done it.

She advertifed before.hand that one of her tormentors

was to be at the door at a particular hour : and that

another ofthem was in the kitchen before any did tell her

thereof; which accordingly fell out. And theſe being

brought to her prefence, became obnoxious to the ordin-

ary means of diſcovery

When her glove fell down from her, at a time when

feveral perfons were about her ; it was lifted again by

a hand invifible to them.

She was not only tranfported through the hall and

down ftairs without perceiving her feet to touch the

ground ; but alfo was hurried in a flight up ftairs : and

when a minifter endeavoured to retain her, he found a

fenfible weight, befides her own ftrength, drawing her

from him.

When the complained, that her tormentors had bitten

and fcratched her , the fteads of the nails and teeth were

རྒྱལ །། རྒྱན
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feen upon her fkin, with blood and fpittle about the

wounds, which were above twenty-four ; while neither

her own,
or any other teeth that were viſible, could

have done it.

She was moft vehemently distorted upon attempting to

tell or even write the names of her tormentors ; yet that

ceaſed as to any of them, how foon the perfon was delated ;

and particularly fhe had liberty, after many painful at-

tempts, to accufe Margaret Lang, how foon a charm of

hair to reftrain her, which Margaret had left behind

the door, was found and burned ; the girl having told it

to have been tint, in manner mentioned in the depofition.

She did throw out no more hair after the finding the

ball of hair, of the fame colour and kind with that thrown

out by the girl, in Katherine Campbell's pocket, with

pins in it, and the burning of it.

After Agnes Naefmith had prayed for her, fhe did

appear to her, but not torment her.

She foretold, that her tormentors had concerted to

throw her in a fit, ( whereof they did premoniſh, of

defign to fright her to renounce her baptifm by the

terror) at a certain hour, and had left one of their num

ber to execute it ; according whereunto , there was a wo-

man with a red coat feen under a tree in the orchard,

and the torment was brought on at the time appointed.

When he told there was fomething tormenting her

under the cloaths , the fpectators faw the bed - cloaths

move in an extraordinary manner, after the girl had been

raiſed out of them.

When ſhe complained the was beaten the bye-ftanders

heard the noife of the ftrokes.

She cried out at a time, that her thigh was hurt ; and

one of the company having fearched her pocket, found

a knife ; but unfolded : however, having folded up the

fame, and put it in a fecond time, the cries of new:

and upon the fecond fearch, ( it , though fecured by the

fpring) is found open, to the great wonder of beholders ;



136

fince they did watch, that no vifible thing could have

poffibly opened it.

She told of a charm under the bed and accordingly

it was found in the ſhape of an egg, which melted away

being put in the fire ; fhe told alfo that her fifter, who

was boarded abroad, had charms put above her in the

houſe, and would not recover of the decaying fick nefs

till fhe was brought out of it. According whereunto

the child being brought home, fhe ftraightway recovered.

She told of their meeting in the yard of Bargarran,

for confulting anent the deftroying of her ; and accord-

ingly the confeffants have deponed, that they did meet

and confult her ruin in that place.

The ftory anent her telling, that the commiffioners,

though at three miles diftance, had granted a warrant to

the sheriff, to apprehend one of her tormentors ; her

telling fo perfect an account of the fheriff and of Mr.

Guthrie who was with him, while her eyes were tied and

faft ; her being in exceffive torments, (as fhe foretold)

till that perſon was apprehended, and immediately there-

upon, though at many miles diftance, her telling that

her tormentors were now taken, betwixt twelve and one

o'clock in the morning , and the ſheriff, when he returned,

did declare the feizure to have been about that timee ;

fo notour, and fo well attefted , that we need only to

put you in mind thereof.

is

Her falling in fits upon the fight or touch of her tor-

mentors, was no effect of imagination ; for fhe was fully

hood-winked with a cloak, fo as fhe faw nobody what-

foever ; yet upon the approach of her tormentor, ſhe

immediately fell down as dead ; whereas fhe remained

no ways ftartled upon the touch ofany other : which ex-

periments were tried forafcertaining thismean ofdiſcovery.

Finally, fhe is naturally fagacious and obfervant, and

difcovered her integrity in face of court ; for when the

prefident aſked, whether or not he knew one of the

pannel's name that was to be pricked ? fhe anſwered,

that though he knew her well enough of herſelf ; yet
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one had told her the name of this pannel, when he was

fent for to be confronted with her : fo far did this girl

difcover her averfion from any thing that might feem in-

tended to aid unfairly the natural evidence of truth ; and

her firmnefs to the outmoft against temptations ofbecom

ing a witch ; particularly againft the laft affault of Satan ;

wherein he perfuaded her at leaft to go to their meet-

ings, and the answered, that fhe would not follow fuch

a bafe fallen creature ; and he rejoining, that ſhe would go

to hell however for her other fins ; and the anfwering,

that he was a liar from the beginning ; and the blood

of Jefus would cleanfe her from all iniquity : whereupon

he difappeared, and fhe perfectly recovered upon the

Sabbath thereafter ; was an happy end put to this

fearful tragedy of witchcraft, and confirms to conviction

the reality of it.

As to the murdering of the children, andthe minifter

libelled : you may obferve feveral extraordinary things

appearing in them ; particularly, the witneffes depone,

the minifter to have been in exceffive torments, and of

an unufual colour, to have been of found judgment ; and

yet he did tell of feveral wonen being about him, and

that he heard the noife of the door opening, when

none eife did hear it. The children were well at night,

and found dead in the morning, with a little blood on

their nofes, and blaes at the roots of their ears ; which

were obvious fymptoms of ftranglings : befides that it is

tellified , that the keeper of one of them, cried out,

Matthew! Matthew ! the hild is dead." And the houfe

of the other was whitened within, with fifting of meal

the night before. Both which particulars were told and

difcovered by the confeffants, before the witneſſes which

now concur with them in it, were examined.

The fecond part of the probation confifts of feveral

adminicles, proven by uniufpected witneffes, which lead

us to fufpect thofe pannels to be Witches, as fo many

lines drawn from a circumference to a center, and as an

avenue to the pofitive probation thereafter adduced : and

N
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thefe either ftrike at the whole pannels in general, c

fome of them in particular. In general we need not

enumerate all thefe adminicles, but remit you to the

probation, which is fo full thereanent ; only you will be

pleafed to notice, that it is clearly proven, that all the

pannels have infenfible marks, and fome of them in an

extraordinary manner ; that most of them have been long

reputed Witches, and fome ofthem delated in 1687, by

a confefling Witch, whofe fubfcribed confeffion has been

produced, you fee that none ofthem doth thed tears ;

nor werethey ever difcovered to do it fince their impriſon-

ment, notwithstanding of their frequent howlings ; fo

that it is not a fudden grief or ſurpriſe. And finally,

that the girl fell into fits of torment upon the pannels

approaches to her, and that ſhe did name them all fre

quently, either out or in her fits.

In particular, you fee how Katherine Campbell was

provoked bythis girl's diſcovering her theft ; whereupon

he has brought in the rest of her confederates to act the

following miſchiefs ; how thereupon Campbell did curſe

and imprecate in a terrible manner ; how the ftaid out of

her bed at night, and was frequently droufy in the

morning; how fhe was named by the girl, particularly

the two nights that he was out of prifon. The bill of

hair was taken out of her pocket and burned ; whereupon

the girl's throwing out of hair did ceafe ; fhe could not

exprefs one word, even when on her knees, of prayer,

for the girl's recovery ; and the infenfible marks on her

were remarkable

Agnes Naeſmith did not torment the girl after fhe had

prayed for her ; fhe was reputed a Witch, and hath the

marks. She came early in the morning to Bargarran's

slofe, when by her refufing to go in, it appeared ſhe had

no bufinefs ; yea, it is plain, that he had a refentment,

for her not getting a greater alms the laft time fhe was

there. The girl declared, ex incontinenti, that Naefmith

afked her health and age ; which in theſe circumftances

was a fhrewd prefumption of her evil defign ; and the
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acknowledged herfelf to have done this, when she asked

the age of another child ; wherein by providence he was

befooled, fince that which the thought would have been

an excufe, tended to diſcover her guilt. And laftly, after

this appearance of Agnes Naefmith, the girl did take her

first fit, and nominate her among her firft tormentors.

Margaret Lang, that great impoftor, has been a great

mafter-piece ofthe devil ; he has confeffed unnatural luft,

which is known to fome of your number ; the fat near

the door where the charm of hair was found, which the

girl declared did keep up her tongue ; and upon burning

thereof, it was loofed. The girl fell in fits upon her ap-

proach ; he has notable marks ; particularly one, which

the confeffants declared the lately received ; and by in-

fpection, it appears to be recent, When the came from

her private converfation (no doubt with the devil ) fhe

raged as if he had been poffeffed, and could not but de

clare, that the expected a violent death. She looked in

the face of James Millar's child, and asked her age,

whereupon that child fickened the fame night, and named

Margaret Lang on her death- bed. It appears he was

ready to how to Janet Laird a fight of her mother, who

had been three years dead. And finally, fhe has been

taken in feveral lies and grofs prevarications ; particularly .

you may remember how fix hours ago, whenthe witneffes

were examined on the ball of hair found with Katherine

Campbell, a gentleman, ( Mr. Stewart of ) heard,

her fay to Katherine in the ear, this is well waird on

you, becauſe you would not put it away when I defired

you,' &c. Which the faid Mr. Stewart did openly

teftify in court upon oath ; notwithstanding whereof,

this impudent wretch had the confidence to deny it,

though Katherine Campbell alfo confeffed, that ſhe had

pulled at her, and had fpoke fomewhat to her, to which

fhe did not advert. This was no wonder, the witneffes

deponing at the fame time being clofe against Katherine.

Margaret Fulton was reputed a Witch, has the mark

ofit, and acknowledged in prefence of her huſband, that

Nz..
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ftones and blood. That her huſband had brought her

back from the fairies ; and her repute of being a Witch

is of an old date, befides her being often named by the

maleficiate girl.

As to the Lindlays, they all have the mark, and were

all of a long time reputed tobe Witches. John Lindfay,

in Barlock, was accidently difcoveredby the girl's taking

a fit upon his coming to the houfe. John and James

Lindlay were delated by a confeffing Witch in anno 1687,

which confeffion is publicly read before you, and there

was money given to the Sheriff depute for delaying of the

purfuit. James Lindfay appeared to William Semple

fuddenly, and flew about like a fowl; for an opportunity

to ftrike him, in revenge ofthe quarrel mentioned in the

depofition, and at laft prevailed to ftrike him dead over

a dyke. And finally, which is a remarkable indication

both to truth and providence, the very witneſſes adduced

in the exculpation , for the Lindfays, deponed fo clearly

against them, even beyond the purfuer's witneffes, that

their advocate was ftunned thereat ; and thereupon defiſt-

ed from craving any more witneffes to be examined on

the exculpation.

It is true, fome of thefe indications be in one,
may

and others of them in another, either from nature or ac-

cident, and yet that perfon not be a Witch but it was

never heard nor read, that all theſe indications, which

are fo many difcoveries by providence, of a crime that

might otherwife remain in the dark, did ever concur in

one and the fame individual perſon that was innocent :

yea, on the contrary, they, by the wisdom and experience

of all nations, do alfo convincingly diſcover a Witch, as

the fymptoms of a leprofy concerted by all phyficians, do

unfold the perfon affected with the fame to be leperous,

but effo, they are not fufficient of themfelves, yet their

tendency and meaning, being cleared and applied to their

proper caufe, by a liquid and pofitive probation, there
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wants no more to determine you anent the pannel's guilt.

And therefore,

Thirdly, As to the third part of the probation, we

remit the pofitive depofitions of the confeffants, and

against whom they do concur, wholly to yourown peruſal

or examination ; only you would be pleaſed to notice.

ift, Something which do very much futain the credibi-

lity of their teftimonies, arifing from their examination in

court. 2dly, We fhali explain to you the import of the

word Nota, which is added to the interlocutor of the

judges admitting thefe laft witneſſes.

First, Elizabeth Anderſon is of fufficient age, being

feventeen ; but fo young and pointed, that her depofition

appears no effect of melancholy : fhe accufed her father

to his face when he was a-dying in the prifon, as now

there are two of her aunts in the pannel, which certainly

muft proceed from the ſtrength of truth, fince even dives

retained a natural affe&tion to his relations ; fhe went on

foot to the meetings with her father, except only that

the devil tranſported them over the water Clyde ;

which was eafy to the prince of the air, who does far

greater things by his hurricanes, fhe tells that Mont-

gomerie's houfe was meally when his child was ftrangled :

and declares, that ſhe never renounced her baptifm, but

was carried along by the concuffion of the parent : fo

that nothing can be objected against her teftimony in any

judgement, much lefs an excepted crime.

James Lindfay, it is true, is of leſs import ; yet by

his weeping when he came in and was admonished of the

greatnefs of his guilt, it appears that he had a fenfe of

it : he hath a natural precipitancy in what he ſpeaks, yet

that is commonly the concomitant of ingenuity, as im-

porting his expreffions not to be forethought. He con-

curs in most things with the others, and yet he has de-

clared, that he faw not Margaret Fulton at Dumbarton,

&c. Which implies that he does not file the pannels all

at random, but tells what occured to his fenfes, &c.

Janet and Margaret Rodgers are inſtances of a ſingular

N3
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providence ; for they did confefs the fame morning that

the court did laft fit, of their own proper motive, there

being neither minifters nor judges befide them at the time,

Agnes Naefmith is Janet's relation, and fhe tells that

the never faw Katherine Campbell, as Margaret declares,

that she did not fee John Lindfay in Barloch ; which

plainly demonftrates that they tell only the dictates of

their natural confcience, arifing from difcretion and

knowledge of the true matters of fact : they both pro-

Jeffed their repentance laft Sabbath in the church ; and

do perfift with great firmneſs, as you fee their deportment

in deponing to the congruous and exact.

Thomas Lindfay and Chriftian Shaw, being under

pupilarity, we did not prefs their being put to an oath ;

yet you faw that they did declare in court against thofe

pannels in fuch an harmony with the reft of the deponents,

and gave fuch a cauſe of their knowledge, that it is

certain their own youngneſs in years, adds extremely to

the credit of their teftimony : becauſe thereby it is in-

credible, that they could have contrived or executed the

acting of concert.

As to the fecond, fince thefe witneffes are admitted

by the judges ; it neceffarily implies, that they meant

them to be probative ; only they adjected the words,

cum nota; that is you muſt notice, or notandum eft , that

there muft fomething elfe concur to prove the guilt of

the pannels, by and atour the depofitions of anytwo fuch

witneffes but fo it is that all the adminicles on which

you have feen probation led, for more than fixteen hours

of your time, are ftrengthening evidences, of thoſe wit-

neffes credibility, and cannot but have been noticed by

you, as illative of the fame things which they depone.

Whereby the nota is fully taken off by the concurrence

of four other pofitive teftimonies, agreeing with that of

two ofthefe witneffes : by the extraordinarinefs of the

corpora deliai : by the probability of the adminicles ; and

finally by the whole chain of this affair, and the ſparkles

ofan infernal fire whichin every placehath broken out of it.
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It is true, there are fome few of the adminicles that

are proven only by one witnefs, but as to this you may

confider, ift, That a witnefs deponing de fato proprio,

is in law more credited than any other fingle witnefs.

And this is the prefent cafe as to fome of the adminicles.

2dly, The antecedent concomitant and fubfequent cir-

cumftances of fact, do fuftain the teftimony and make

the femi plenary probation to become full. But 3dly,

The other adminicles undoubtedly proven by concurring

witneffefs, are per fe, fufficient ; and therefore you faw

us, at the defire of the judges, forbear to call the far

greatest part of our witneffes ; becaufe the time had al-

ready run to fo great a length, and it was thought that

there was already enough proven ofprefumptions ; for it

may alfo reaſonably be imagined, that the moft regular

and curious fcheme had emerged from the fortuitous con-

courſe of atoms , roving without rule, as that fo many

indication ſhould concenter against each of thefe pannels,

and yet they remain innocent of witchcraft.

Now upon the whole, you will take notice, that pre-

fumptions being vehement, make a more certain proba-

tion than witneffes ; becaufe prefumptions are natural

emanations ofthe thing itfelf, which cannot be bribed ;

whereas witneffes are obnoxious ; fo in our law there was

one condemned for theft, another for falfhood, and a

third for murdering of a child, merely upon prefumptions ,

as is related by McKenzie in his Criminal Treatife, much

more may prefumptions abftruct the faith of, and take

off the nota from pofitive witneffes ; for it is a grofs mif-

take, that feveral proofs which have each of them fome

import, may not be joined to make a full evidence, the

fame way as two fmall candles in a dark room, will not

fuffice, yet feveral others being added to them, will make

a fufficient light, to difcover the murderer ; two boys

'will be able to carry a weight which one of them would

not be able to fuftain, as two units make a full number :

one witnefs of whatfoever dignity proves nothing ; yet

out of the mouth of two or three witneffes, every truth
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"
fhall be established . And finally, though one coal make-

not a fire that can do the work ; yet feveral coals added

to it, increaſe the flame, which is hoped will be ſufficient

for the operation.

We fhall therefore leave you with this conclufion, that

as you ought to beware of condemning the innocent, and

ought to incline to the ſafeft fide : fo if theſe pannels be

proven legally guilty; then quad bygones, your eye

ought not to fpare them, nor ought you to fuffer a

Witch to live ; and as to the future, you in doing other

wife, would be acceffory to all the blafphemies, apoftafies,

murders, torture, and feductions, &c. whereof theſe

enemies of heaven and earth fhall thereafter be guilty,

when they have got out. So that the queftion feems

fimply to come to this, whether upon your oath de fideli,

you can fwear, that the pannels, notwithstanding of all

that is proven against them, are not guilty of witchcraft ;

in the determination whereof, we pray God may direct

you to the right courfe.

The inqueft being incloſed near fix hours, brought in

their verdict to court that they found the libel proven.

SIR,

LETTER II.

I HAVE collected, according to my promife, what

appeared to me moft fpecious in the reaſonings, either in

court or private converſation, anent receiving of the con-

feffants as witneffes. You are not to imagine, that the

pannels were condemned on the faith of thefe ; for I do

believe the probation by unexceptionable witneffes, led

antecedent to this laft, was fo pregnant that the pannels

might have been condemned on it, though theſe laſt had

not been adduced.

I may have miſled the energy of the argument fome-

times, in a cafe which in itſelf is abftrufe : however,

you have it in fuch a manner as I was able to penetrate

thereunto as follows.

響

"

W

2
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In order to the more fatisfactory answering of the

objections made againſt theſe laft witneffes, we fhall first,

lay before you the ftate of the cafe ; and then clear up

the determination of it.

As to the first , the queſtion is not, whether partners

in the crime, or others mentioned in the objections can

be a concluding proof of themſelves, though two of them

would concur as to the fame act of witchcraft ; but

whether the corpora deliai appearing already to imply

witchcraft, and the extrinfic adminicles being fo preg

nant, to infer that thele pannels are the Witches ; their

concurring fuch characters, as by obfervance of all nations

and ages, are the fymptoms of a Witch ; particularly the

marks, fame, not ſheding of tears, &c. which are dif-

coveries of providence of ſuch a crime, that like avenues

lead us to the fecret of it . And finally, when fix perfons

of different ages and ſtations, five confeffants and the girl,

do, when feparately examined, agrée in their anfwers to

every material queftion that is put to them, even though

it be new ; fo that it could not be concerted ; we fay,

whether or not in fuch a cafe, may witneffes be received

to put the capeftone on the evidence by a pofitive proba

tion, of a matter of fact , which is the object of fenſe,

though otherwiſe they be liable to exception , if fuch ex-

fraordinarineſs of the corpora delici, clearness of the ad-

minicles, and of the diagnoftics of Witches, did not

precede them as you have feen proven before you that

they do.

The cafes is not, whether thefe witneffes would be

habile in an ordinary crime, which commonly falls to be

expofed to other witneffes, than thofe concerned in it ;

but whether they can be received in this extraordinary,

occult and excepted crime of Witchcraft, wherein there

are two fpecial cafes to be noticed, viz . fometimes the

acts thereof are open and admit the choice of witneffes ;

fuch as charms ufed in the day time, when the actor is

vifible. But that part of witchcraft, whereby Witches

meet in the night time, adore their lord, contrive their



#46

malefices, and accordingly thereafter execute them when

other witneſſes are afleep, or the witches themſelves are

covered from fight ; we fay, that this can be no other-

wife proven than by theſe that are intimate to it, joined

to the pofitive proof and admintcles before-mentioned :

We do not alledge, that perfons altogether deftitute

of knowledge and natural confcience, are not to be ade

mitted in any cafe, fuch as infants, furious, fatuous, &c.

Neither do we contend, that Thomas Lindſay and Chrif

tian Shaw, who are under pupilarity, fhould be put to

an oath ; for they are only to be examined feperately

before the court, upon interrogators, by which it may

appear, whether or not they coincede with the four other

confeffants, that are to depone before them ; and this is

the pannels advantage in cafe of dilagreement.
But we

infift, that any perſon above pupilarity, giving evidences

of confiderable knowledge and natural confcience (which

is a fufficient fund for all the credit that we need in

this cafe, that is already almoft fully proven) it is to be

received as a witneſs.

As to the fecond, we fhall make this as clear as noon.,

Ift . From reafon and the nature of the thing.
2dly,

Our own customs and decifions. And 3dly, The fingu

larity of the circumftantiate cafe.

As to the first, the going to and coming from meet-

ings, eſpecially on foot ; the falling down and worshiping:

the devil there, under a corporeal fhape (which he had

when he tempted our Saviour to do it ) . The actual

murdering of children by a cord and napkin ; and the

tormenting of others by pins, &c. are plain objects of

fenſe ; and therefore the fenfes are to be believed anent .

them. For as reaſon hath things intelligible and faith

things fupernatural : fo the fenfes have things corpo-

ral for their objects, whereanent they are to be trufted,

aye and while it be proven, that the appearance is im-

poffible, or that the witnefs of it, is an impoftor. It is

a part ofthe Witches purchaſe from the devil, that they
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cannot be ſeen at fome occafions : fo that the abominations

committed then would remain unpunished, if fuch wit-

neffes were not admitted. It cannot be thought that

Witches (who of all criminals are the moft obftinate to

confefs ) would venture the lofs of their own lives, by de-

poning against others, against whom they have no fpecial

pique ; yea, for whom they have particular affection , as

feveral of the pannels are fome of the witgeffes relations.

Nor has the devil any peculiar intereft to inftigate them

thereunto : for ſeveral of the pannels have confeffed other

execrable crimes ; whereby it cannot be fuppofed, that

Satan would be divided against himſelf. God in his

ordinary providence has taken fuch care of public judge.

ments, that the enemy ofjuftice, his fpecial power ceafes

thereabout, as appears by the witches not being able

either to do more harm, or efcape after God's miniſters

being to counteract Satan's inftruments by imprifoument.

And finally, the oddnefs ofthe malefices, the concurrence

of the adminicles, and the existence of matters of fact

wherein theſe confeffants ( though not knowing the fame

otherwiſe) do agree with other unexceptionable witneffes,

&c. do fufficiently abftruct their credibility. For as

falfhood being a crime, is never prefumed ; fo a perfon

found true in many things, is ftill prefumed to continue

fuch till the contrary be evinced,

As to the fecond, we have the teftimony of our fam-

ous K. J. 6th, Demon. lib. 2. C. ult. telling us, that

it is our law, that boys, girls, infamous perfons, &c

are not to be rejected any more in witchcraft, than in

human lefe majefty, even though they affert others to

have been prefent at imaginary meetings : becauſe this

fuppofes their having entered into a precontract ; he ſays

that Satan's mark and the want of tears, are pregnant

'aids to the difcovery. He gives an inftance of a girl,

who having named witches in her fits, they were all con-

denned other
upan

This not aadminicles.
concurring

common author, but a man who as curious, was exact ;

as prudent did not publiſh ſuch things without the ap-
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probation of the beft divines and lawyers ; as a prince

is to be credited anent the law of his own country : and

as a king has determined any dubiety that might have

remained in this point, as far as the law of our govern

ment will permit.

:

But further our judges and lawyers have followed his

majefty for in all the proceffes in the journals . fame and

delation, and the mark, are. ftill futtained, as moft preg

pant prefumptions ; whereupon, and a very fmall proba-

tion befides, witches have been frequently condemned,

So in the proceffes againſt the bewitchers of Sir George

Maxwell of Pollok, and Hamilton of Barnes, Anno

1677, focius criminis, though under age, is fuftained to

be a witnefs and witneffes are adduced before the inqueft

for proving, that the mark was found upon fome of the

witches. Women and minors have been received by

multitudes of decifions cited by McKenzie, Tit. prob.

by witneffes, and Tit. witchcraft. And he alfo cites

decifion, where in parallel cafes, focii criminis, and others

inhabile, were admitted ; particularly in treafon and in

falfhood and all lawyers conclude, that witchcraft is as

much an excepted crime as theſe.

:

As to the third, whatever inhability thefe witneſſes

might be under, it is fully made up, and they rendered

unexceptionably habile by the chain of this whole bufinefs.

It is true one man through the concurrence of corrofive

humours, may have an infenfible mark ; another be en-

viously defamed ; a third may through fudden grief or

melancholy, not be able to weep, &c a fourth may be

loaded with fufpicious circumftances, when extraordinary

things fall out in the country ; a fifth may be deponed

against by two falfe witneffes, though neither of thefe

feparately be truly witches But by the known obferva-

tion and experience of mankind, none except witches

have had the unhappy medley and concourfe of all or

moft ofthefe indicia, and ordinarily, and for the greater

part, witches have them : fo that fince the rules of

judgement are established upon that quod plerumque fit
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which does obtain till an exception be apparent in a fpe-

cial cafe, the conjunction of theſe in one perfon does as

plainly give his character, as the most certain fymptoms

of the plaineft difeafe, being univerfally concerted in all

parts of the world, points out to us that the haver of

them is a perfon truly affected with that diſeaſe, whereof.

he hath the concurrent diagnoftics. In a word, one or

other of theſe may concur in the innocent ; but no writ-

ers do atteft, that all of them have concentred in any

other perſon in the world but a Witch : and on the other

hand, they taking place in Witches, through all parts in

the world, muft proceed from a common, and not from

a peculiar humour or cauſe.

Theſpecific aptitude, of fome ofthe niceft ofthe Indicia,

which appeared from the probation already led to diſcover

a Witch, do ferve to clear the ground of the world's

obfervation anent them. Particularly the devil as aping

God, imprints a facrament of his covenant ; befides that,

commonly this mark being given at the first meeting,

does by its intolerable pain force the Witch to a fecond

rendezvous for curing it, at which the poor wretch being

under this furious neceffity, fixes the paction by renewing

it with deliberation, having been diverted in the mean

time from confidering the horridneſs of the firft engage-

ment by the pain. The inhability to fhed tears may be

characteriſtic of hardening, though not always in the cafe

of Chriftians ; yet in thoſe who have ceafed to be fuch,

leaft the devil giving them fuch words of fcripture and

prayer as many have, it fhould be impoffible to difcover

their hypocrify; and that is not Satan's own intereft,

fince by this difcovery, occafion is given to buffoon the

profeffion of holinefs. A report often arifes without

ground, but a conftant repute that keeps footing, implies

for the moft part a furer caufe, eſpecially when it is of

perfons below envy ; and by perfons above calumny.

The girl falling in fits at approach of the pannels, might

proceed from antipathy, arifing from the poitonous fteams

of the Witch accustomed to produce that effect through
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a virtue affixed thereto by the devil, by conjunction of

natural caufes (the fame way as the invifible peftilence

docs operate) or his promife of cafting the girl in fits at

the Witch's prefence, might have been general ; whereby

the Witch was eventually befooled and difcovered as it

often falls out for Satan envies even their temporal feli-

eity, and fears, left by continuing here, they should be

reft out of his hands by converfion, when they come to

perceive the delufion ofhis promifes to makethemrich, & c.

There was one thing further which was tried before

your lordships, viz . none of the pannels that were tried

(though moft fagacious and knowing, and perfect in

memory, fo that it could not proceed from ignorance or

forgetfulness ) could make out the attempt of faying the

Lord's Prayer ; which may either be a fecret judgement

for renouncing their firft Lord, after whom it is peculiarly

denominate, or by restraint of their new lord, who may

think that too fpecial an homage to his adverfary.

:

But

we have hindered you too long with that which is not

neceffary for this being incontrovertible law and cutłom,

there needs no philofophy to fupport it ; fince legiflators

do reafon, but fubjects must obey and both the fool and

lazy (who have neither read nor thought enough to

underftand this fubject ) are to be left to their own chi-

meras ; yet left they fhould infult, we fhall anfwer in their

fashion, fuch of the objections as the pannels advocate

thought anywife worthy to be repeated in this place.

Whereas it is objected, that Delrio, fect. 5. 4. fays,

that focii are not to be admitted witneffes ad condemnan-

dum, efpecially, confidering that the probation ought to

be luce meridiana clarior.

It is anfwered, that the place itſelf confutes this infer-

ence in the prefent cafe : for it lays ex his folis non eft

procedendum ad condemnationem feio contrarium communius

teneri & in praxi obtinere, & c. fo it is evident, ift, The

common opinion and cuftom is in the contrary, even

where there is no other probation, but by the partners of

of the crime. Yet, adly, We are not lo ftraitened, but
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fubfume in his very words, ex his folu, we do not defire

the pannels fhould be condemned ; but your lordships fee

thefe witneffes we are to adduce are not foli or alone ;

for the probation led theſe laſt fixteen hours, are ſo many

concomitants and difcoveres of providence, which abftruct

and make up any defect in their credit that can be defi

derate. 3dly, Hence the meaning of that maxim ( which

is metaphorical, as appears by the words clarior luce

meridiana, an equal clearness being fufficient) is fully

anfwered, and takes place in the prefent cafe ; for the

extraordinarinefs of the corpora delici, pregnancy of the

adminicles and pointednefs of the pofitive probation,

being conjoined ; there is not a clearer proof upon record

in any nation , than that to which it is hoped thefe will

amount.

Whereas this allegance is enforced, by pretending it

were of dangerous confequence to allow fuch witneffes to

prove meeting with the devil, fince Satan might have

reprefented others by their falfe fhapes.

It is anfwered, it , That we are not ftraitened in this,

becauſe there are many other articles proven, which could

not have been falfified. But if we give fome fcope to

reafoning, even in this point, it is to be confidered, that

the rules ofjudgement are eſtabliſhed upon that which for

the most part does fill obtain , and rules are to be follow-

ed, till an exception be proven in a particular circumftan-

tiate cafe. But fo it is, by the experience and obfer.

vation of the wifeft divines, lawyers, philofophers, phy.

ficians, ftateſmen, judges, and hiftorians, at home and

abroad (that are too wife to be impofed upon, and too

ingenuous to deceive us, when they all concur in the fame

matter offact ) befide the testimony of Witches themſelves

everywhere, makes the apparitions of Witches to be

commonly and moftly real ; and therefore the teftimony

of the fenfes is always to be credited anent them, aye and

while it be canvelled. For fingle or few inftances of

falfe reprefentations to the fenfes etteeming them to be

true, or a poffibility of appearances being falfe, can

02
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nowife invalidate the rule eftablished upon experience,

which is common, and for the most part, whereby no

exception is to be prefumed till it be proven in a ſpecial

cafe ; fince a wonder does not fubvert the proof drawn

from the common courſe of nature : logic admits not to

argue a particulari, or from poffibility to exiftance ; law

puts the burden of proving fimulation on the affirmer,

and that which feldom occurs, is not confidered by the

legiflators.

For illuftrating of which, it is further tobe confidered,

that for the most part and ordinarily, the Witches are

perfonally exiftent in the places where they appear, be-

caufe it is more eaſy for the prince of the air to tranſport

them in his hurricanes which he can raife, as is plain in

the inftance of Job ( who was put in his power, i. e. his

natural power without delegation ) forming a fence upon

their face, whereby the violence of the air may be divert

ed from choaking them, then to form the curious mi-

niature of fuch various tranfactions on their brain : the

difficulty whereof is the greater, that all their fancies

are not difpofed at all times the fame way, and they

have not the feeds ofthis work, unless they had once

acted it in reality. It is both the greater crime and

pleaſure to act in truth ; which therefore the devil and

Witches do rather chufe ( unleſs the place be far diftant,

or the party indifpofed ) and this de facto is attefted to

be fo, by the Writers and Witches in all nations and

ages, as faid is.

adly, Notwithflanding that the rule muft hold, till an

exception of exculpation be evinced, quoad a particular

perfon, by evidencing that the real appearance was in

that fpecial cafe a true miſtake ; yet this exception is

fufficient for fafety ofthe mifreprefented ; fince the fame

providence which permitted the affliction, will order the

outgate and exculpation, either by the ærial bodies not

biding the touch, orfome other diftinction, as providence

commonly allows the devil to perfonate only with a cloven

foot ; or that the apparition was folly to one fingle wit
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nefs, who cannot be a proof ; or that the innocent ean

prove alibi ; or finally, the notour character of a Samuel

will purge and difpel the afperfions of Satan, contrived

of purpoſe to difcredit the evidence of fenfe, by which

alone his inftruments can be diſcovered. Eſpecially this

character being joined to the other circumstances of the

providence ; fuch as, when good men are diſguiſed they

are moftly paffive in the fcene and outwith thereof:

whereas Witches are perfonally active in their common

life by fuch words and deeds as fin conjunction with

theſe appearances ) confpire to make us know and dif

tinguish them from the truly good ; fince thefe Witches

open profanity, naughtinefs, or unveiled hypocrify, being

cleared by fame, fealed by the mark, and confirmed by

the other difcoveries ofthe adminicles that lie proven be-

fore you, do ftill make a land mark betwixt the children

of darkness and light. Sa Delrio , lib . 5 fect . 16. N. 5.

tells of Athanafius and St. Germanus, against whom pro-

bation was adduced for forcery, bnt providence did can-

vel it. It is a famous inftance of Safanna, reprefented

by the elders ; which though not in the cafe of ſpectre,

yet agrees in the rational. The reprefentation by Pha-

roah's magicians had concomitants, by which they were

difcovered and confounded. But laftly, fuppofe that God,

in the depths of his wifdom (to convince the error of

nimious felf- confidence ) fhould permit all neceffary pro-

bation to concur against an innocent ; yet the judge, fol-

lowing the faith of proofs eftablished by divine and human

laws, is altogether innoxious : fince this cafe being very

rare, the evil is less than the establishing a principle, by

which most of all thefe monters could not be cut off.

Upon the whole, it is certain, that as though oft-times

falfe witnelles fet on by the devil, have taken away a harm

lefs life, by accufing it of other crimes ; yet the testimony

of witneffes muft ftill be credited till they be redargued ;

fo thefe appearances of Witches with the other fpecialities

before expreffed, being proven, ought to be efteemed

real, till the fallacy be eftabliſhed. Efpecially ſeeing
"

0 3
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there are examples in ancient and modern hiftory,^ of

Satan's reprefenting the beft of men, as committing mur-

der, buggery, &c. in effigy. So Delrio, lib. 5. fect.

16. N. 5. relates, that St. Silvanus was reprefented by

the devil, as committing a common capital crime ; and

the like of a monk ; whereof there are ſeveral modern

parallel inftances : yet this cannot enervate the rule and

faith of public judicatures, founded on no more but upon

the fight of the like appearances ; and any argument

against the probation in witchcraft, will equally hold

against the probation of any other crime whatfomever ;

wherefore the rules ofthem both muſt be common, as to

believing the fenfes fortified ut fupra, till their error be

individually diſcovered .

Finally, the certainty is noways diminiſhed by the ex.

traordinarinefs of the appearance to the fenfes : for in law

and nature reality, and not fimulation, is prefamed, till the

contrary be made appear, that it is actually falfe.

:

This

is anſwer enough to thoſe who place a great part of their

fmall wit in nonfenfical arguing against all divine author,

ity but writers further illuftrate that the extraordinari

nefs of a matter of fact, does not exclude its realities

being the fubject of the teftimony of witneffes in our

Saviour's miracles, transfiguration, walking onthe waters,

ftanding inthe midft of the difciples while the doors were

fhut, and arguing affurance by their fenfes, that a ſpirit

had not flesh and bones, though indeed the furer word of

prophefy did put thefe beyond doubt.

Nor could it be alledged for the pannels (though they

had the last word as perhaps they have not, in objections

against witneffes, fince therein rei fiunt actores by attack-

ing the witneffes prefumed hability ) that it is not con-

ceiveable, how the girl or witneffes could fee what the

bye-ftanders could not behold : befide the impoffibility

of the real bodies entering at clofe doors and windows,

or not intercepting the fight of what is at its back.

For this it would be anſwered, 1ft, Proven facts muſt

not be denied, though philofophers have not yet cer
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tainly reached the invifible manner of their exiftence : fo

in nature the loadftone draws the iron, the compafs turns

always to the poles, &c. In Scripture the angels (and

the devil was once fuch, retaining as yet his natural pow-

ers) fmote the Sodomites, that they could not fee the

door, though they faw the houſe. Balaam's afs perceived

the angel that stood undiſcovered to himſelf; and the rod

thrown down by the magicians of Egypt, was no doubt

feen by themselves, though invifible to the bye-ftanders,

which holding of their eyes, interpreters explain to have

been done by natural means ; and yet the manner thereof

is certainly difficult.

However it is alfo certain, that if a poffible way can

be propofed, the reality of a proved fact is not to be

contradicted and this can be done in the prefent cafe.

For, 2dly, Satan's natural knowledge and acquired

experience, makes him perfect in the optics and limning :

beſides that, as a fpirit, he excels in ftrength and agility,

whereby he may eafily bewitch the eyes of of others ; to

whom he intends that his inftruments fhould not be feen

in this manner as was formerly hinted , viz . he conftricts

the pores
of the witches vehicle, which intercepts a part

of the rays reflecting from her body, he condenfes the

interjaceat air with groffer meteors blown into it, or

otherwife does violently agitate it, which drowns another

part of the rays ; and laftly, he obftructs the optic nerves

with humours ftirred toward them ; all which joined to-

gether, may eafily intercept the whole rays reflecing

from theſe bodies, fo as to make no impreffion upon the

common fenfe ; and yet at the fame time, by the refrac

tion of the rays gliding alongft the fitted fides of the

volatile couch, wherein Satan tranfports them, and there

by meeting and coming to the eye, as if there were no

thing interjacent, the wall or chair behind the fame

bodies may be feen ; as a piece of money lying out of

fight in a cup becomes vifible, how foon the medium is

altered by pouring in fome water on it.
Several of your

number do know, that the girl declared, that the faw
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and heard the doors and windows open at the witches

entry, when, no doubt, the devil had precondenfed a

foft poftage on the eyes and ears of others, to whom that

was unperceived.

So Apolonius efcaped Domitian's fight ; and Giges

became invifible by his magical ring. John of Sarifberrie

tells us of a Witch, that could make any thing not to be

feen and Mejerus relates another that had the like

power. Some Italian Witches of greater than ordinary

wit, confeffed to Grilandus, the devii opening doors and

windows for them, though the more ignorant, by a

facination, think themſelves actors of this. Whence it

ought not to be doubted by any reaſonable man, what in

all times and places is fo inconteftible fact.

Finally, the pannels could not infift, that thefe con

feffants are to depone only on their imagination, which

can prove no more against themſelves or others than a

dream.

For ftill it is to be minded, that there are other proofs

to which this is only neceffary as a confonant adminicle.

But further. Arg caula it is anfwered, that the allegi-

ance is a miſtake ; feeing they are plain matters of fact

obvious not only to one, but feveral of their fenfes, viz.

ſome of them went the greatell part of the way to theſe

meetings on foot ; they there faw and touched their

confederates ; they heard their combinations to destroy,

and torture the infants, girl, and minifters : they returned

on foot again, and even when they were carried fore

or back, they knew on the next day that it was no dream,

the fame way as all other morta's diſcover the difference.

But moreover, this is adminiculate by fome real effects of

a perfonal prefence, as you have feen in the probation:

and yet it is further cleared by the journal of Bargarran's

daughter's fufferings ; which was attefted before the

former commiffioners, and is notour in the country, par-

ticularly, the glaſs of fack and orange pill, the pieces

of the clouted fleeves, the words expreffed by the keeper

on the fudden murder of the child; which are conftantly

+
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told by fome of the confeffants ; as alfo the houfe being

meally that night ; the girl, though hoodwinked, her

falling in fits at their approach, &c. and others which

fhall be pointed at to the afflize, conjoined together, can '

be afcribed to no other caufe than the real existence of

the Witches perfons in the place ; unleſs it be faid , that

Satan might poffibly have foiſted and fuborned all thefe,

and thence it be concluded, that the devil did actually fo,

in which cafe the objectors are the perfons that bottom

their opinion on imagination, without any pofitive ground

ofthe reality of what they fancy ; yea, againft pofitive

grounds of belief in the contrary, which arguing from

poffibility to exiftance, is already fufficiently exploded.

Whereas for fuftaining the objection, it is likewile al-

ledged, that the confeffants having been in the devil's

fervice, and renounced Chrift, they are not capable of

the religion of an oath.

ift , In the rules of charity, &c. the confeffants,

though once Witches, yet now they, at leaft the majority

of them, have ceaſed to be ſuch, having had the uſe of

means by the minifters and word, and actually declared

their repentance, and the devil ceafing to moleft them ;

particularly Elizabeth Anderfon was only carried alongſt

violently by her father, and ſtood out to the laft againſt

her renouncing of her baptifm, or confenting to thefe

crimes which were contrived in their meetings. Janet

and Margaret Rodgers do teftify a great remorse, and

avowed the fame laft Sabbath, in the face of the congre

gation. So thoſe three are fufficient, whatfoever it might

be faid against the other two, efpecially if we join the

improbability either of hazarding their own lives, or the

devil's fending them out against the pannels, of their

deftroying their own relations, as was remarked before.

But, 2dly. Whether they remain Witches or not, it

is certain, by reafon and experience, that the devil's pe

culiar influence ceafeth in and about judgement : bythe

common courſe of providence ; and therefore the authors

before cited admit Witches whether penitent or not.
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:

3dly, All the defects of their hability is ſupplied, and

the entireness thereof compleated, by their teftimonies

being fo wonderful adminiculate ; particularly the confef

fants are conftant from the first diſcovery ; uniform in fo

various circumftances , not only with themſelves, but with

the girl they declare nothing but what is probable, moft

of the pannels have been reputed Witches, all of them

having the mark ; and one or other of them , (to whom

the affociates delighted in miſchief, never miffed to join)

having had particular irritation to take revenge by the

torture and deaths libelled : befides the other adminicles

of guilt already proven before you. The confeffants were

threatened to retract by the pannels themselves and their

friends ; befides the bad ufage from others in the country.

They concur with the maleficiat's teftimony, and amongst

themſelves, even w n interrogate fingly ; and upon new

things, as feveral of your number have tried the experi-

ment : the reiteration of the acts which they declare anent

fome perfons whom they never faw except in thefe con-

greffes ; yet whom they know now on the first fight, is

unaccountable if they were falfaries. And that they are

not fuch, is further abftructed by fome of the pannels

being delated by a confeffing Witch in anno 1687. And

you know that others delated by thefe confeffants were

lately brought in guilty by the verdict of a former inqueft,

&c. which are to many joint proofs of thefe witneffes in-

tegrity, and makes a chain of evidence and moral demon-

ftration, both againft error in themſelves, and delufion in

relation to others, &c.

There were fome things objected out of the law of

Scotland, of which I fhall give you fome touch.

Whereas it was alledged, that irretiti criminibus capi-

talibus, and fo under the purfuers power, cannot be ad-

mitted to be witneffes ; conform to a ftatute in Regiam

Majeftatem.

To this it was anfwered, that we need not fay, that

thefe ftatutes have not the force of law, except in ſo far

as they are received by cuftom, unlefs conform thereto,
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A laik cannot witneſs againſt a clerk, or e contra, &e.

Nor need we make uſe of that which is obvious, viz . that

thefe ftatutes are only common rules in ordinary crimes,

ſuch as witchcraft, &c. Nam umnu regula fubverii poteft,

and particularly this rule is actually fo reftricted in the

cafe of witchcraft, by the opinion of lawyers and cuftoms

before-mentioned, which are the beft interpreters of laws;

for if this application ſhould hold, focius criminus could

never be admitted ; but we pofitively deny, that thoſe

confeffants are under our power or influence ; fteing

Elifabeth Ander on is not guilty of witchcraft for any

thing that does appear ; the Lindfays were never indicted

for it ; and the diet was deferted against the Rodgers ;

as the whole commiffion is to expire against the first of

June, betwixt and which time, they are to proceed no

further than this particular trial. So that this objection

van fhes to fmuke.

Whereas it is pretended, that the Rodgers cannot be

received, becauſe not given out in the lift of witneſſes,

conform to the regulation, whereby the panels might

have proven their objections by their exculpation.

It was anfwered, 1ft, This objection ought to be

repelled, becauſe , beides that the act fpeaks only of cri-

minal libels, and not indi&ments, which with the lift of

the witneffes may be given in far fhorter time than the

additional lift has been given to the pannels, being prifon-

ers; this act is interpreted by the common cuftom of the

justice court ; of giving additional lifts after the firft,

upon fhorter time than this has been given ; as is par

ticularly attefted by James Gutherie, macer, who has

given them, and who being a perfon in office, his tefti-

mony is to be credited in what relates to his office ; fo

that the old cuftom confirmed by a decifion, Auguſt 3d

1661 , where Alexander Forrester was cited apud aca

againt a Witch, continues quoad this point, as is related

by M Kenzie page 529. But, zaly, Any objection

that the pannels pretend against thefe witneffes, is in

jure, or may inftantly appear. 3dly, The cale is alto
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gether extraordinary and circumftantiate ; for the wit-

neffes had not confeffed ; and fo were not exiftent

under that redublication when the principal lift was given

out; whereby the act of parliament can only be under-

flood of witneffes that were then exiftent. And finally,

the pannels got a general warrant of exculpation for citing

of any witneffes they pleafed, and they have had feveral

days fince they got this additional lift , fo that they

might have cited witneffes to prove their objections,

were it not, the truth is they have none befides thefe

that are common, and before anſwered.

Thus I have given you hints that your own reaſon-

ing (which I know to be refined) may improve and

apply, fo as to diffolve the quibbles which the petty wits,

who have not foul enough of themfelves to penetrate

into the true light of what is recondite, may raiſe

againft it ; it being their common talent either to skip

over the furface of mines, or otherwiſe to tear afunder

fome appurtenances of a scheme, and then prefently pro-

nounce it mortally maimed.

I must confefs, that none could be more fceptical anent

the truth offuch odd things as I have heard ; nor inqui,

fitive for convafing the reality and explications of them ;

than I was before my attendances on Bargarran's houſe,

and the feveral diets of court, and my converfation with

fome of thofe concerned thereanent. But now, after

all I have feen, reafoned, and heard, I do acknowledge

myfelf entirely captivate by the dictates of natural under-

ftanding and common fenfe, into a found mind and per-

fuafion, that, as there is fuch a thing as witchcraft, ſo it

was eminent in its forementioned effect ; and the feven

pannels were fome of the Witches.

I have troubled you little with my proper obfervations ;

yet lett you fhould think me either too lazy or peevish, I

fhall make one, and it is, that I do not think the greater

part of the condemned prifoners will ever fully confefs ;

of which conjecture I have two chief grounds,

that they are neither ignorant nor melancholic ; but

YIZ.

1

1

C

t



161

on the eontrary, fome ofthem would feem to have been

once enlightened before they fell away, ſo that , if this be

a fin unto death, there is no appearance that they will

glorify God by acknowledgement.

Several of them are of fingular knowledge, and acute-

nefs beyond the common level of their ftation : particu-

larly, Margaret Lang did make harangues in her own

defence, which neither divine nor lawyer could reafon-

ably mend : yet I thought that when they spoke in a

matter of any concern, their eyes ftood fquint and fixed,

as if they had been turning their cars and attentive to a

dictator. Their answers to the the trying interrogatories

put to them, were furprisingly fubtile and cautious ;

though indeed, by the induftry of fome of the judges and

lawyers, they were at occafions involved in lies, prevari-

cations, and contradictions ; which might have proceeded

either from natural or preternatural cauſes. Some of

them were eſteemed in the country very fagacious and

exact in their bufinefs ; Margaret Lang having been a

midwife, and one of the Lindfays having acquired a con-

fiderable fortune by his tillage and trade ; yet it was

noticed, fomething odd either of iniquity or affectation ;

and Lindfay did finely get off from the fheriff when he

was formerly accuſed in 1687.

Melancholians are lovers of folitude ; : Witches of f..

ciety and feafts ; thofe are commonly pale and heavy ;

many ofthefe corpulent and voluptuous. Witches are

hard to confefs as knowing their guilt , melancholians

delight to diſcover their horrideft damps, becauſe they

think them no crime ; the one's confeffions everywhere

are uniform ; the other's phantafms are as various as their

humours. Finally, Witches teach their trade ; whereas

conceits would die with them, and could be no more con-

veyed than the humour which is the ſpecific cauſe thereof.

As thefe diftinguishing characters do hold in general ; fo

it is already manifeft , that the real effects in feveral paf-

fages of Bargarran's daughter, were not poffibly pro-

ducible by any imagination or humour ; and --ecial

P
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in this cafe, that neither the pannels nor confeffants were

sdiftempered by being kept from ſleep, tortured, or , the

like, which were too uſual in former times ; but all the

"meaſures were ftrictly obferved, that are the requifites of

a truly impartial judgement.

Indeed not to have fent unto you the doubles of the

depofitions themſelves ; becauſe it is not denied that the

depofitions are fuch as they are reprefented in the plead-

ings ; the chief question being anent the hability of the

laft deponents. Neither was you to expect the defender's

part ofthe debate, feparately by itſelf, in refpect that

what was diſperſed here and there for them, is faithfully

* repeated and implied in what you have, as to thoſe points

which I thought worthy the notice.

ta

Upon the whole, I do believe, that there is fcarcely a

a more rare providence of this nature in any true history;

a more exact caution in any enquiry or trial of this kind ;

a more clear probation, without confeffion of the pannels

themſelves, or a more juſt ſentence, putting together all

circumftances upon record.

APPENDIX No. C.

An account of the Confeflion and Death of John Reid,

Smith in Inchinnan, who made a difcovery conform

to the former witneffes after the trial was over.

Upon the 2st of May. 1697 , after the trial ofthe

feven Witches, there is an atteftation fubfcribed by Mr.

Patrick Simpfon, minifter at Renfrew, Walter Scott, bailie

there, & c. of this import, John Reid, fmith in Inchinnan,

prifoner, did in prefence of the ſaid perfons and fome

others, declare, that about a year ago the devil ( whom

en he knew to be fuch thereafter ) appeared to him when he

1984was travelling in the night-time, but ſpoke none to him

at the first encounter. At theſecond appearance he gave

1. 1 him a bite or nip in his loin, which he found painful for

a fortnight. That the third time he appeared to him as

O
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a black man, &c. defired him to engage in his fervice

upon affurance of getting gear and comfort in the world;

fince he ſhould not want any thing that he would aſk in

the devil's name : and then he renounced his baptiſm,

putting the one hand to the crown of his head, and the

other to the fole of his foot, thereby giving himſelfupto

Satan's fervice, after which the pain of the bite or nip

ceafed. He told that hitherto there were no others pre-

fent ; but thereafter he was at feveral meetings, particu

larly that in Bargarran's yard, about the time when there

was a falt for Chriftian Shaw ; where the devil appeared

in thefame kind ofgarb as hefirft appearedtohim, andthey

confulted Chriftian's death, either by worrying or drown.

ing her in the well ; and the devil ſaid, he ſhould warrant

them, that they ſhould neither be heard, feen , nor con-

fefs ; to which end he gave every one of them a bit of

fleſh , that the declarant got, but let it fall and did not

eat it . Thereafter in the prefence of the laird ofJordan-

hill, the miniſter, Mr. Andrew Cochran, town clerk, and

bailie Paterfon, he owned his former confeffions : and

being enquired of Jordanhill how they were advertiſed of

their meetings, he faid that ordinarily at their meetings

the time ofthe next was appointed ; but for particular

warning there appeared a black dog with a chain about

his neck, who tinkling it, they were to follow, &c.

And being enquired by the minifter, if he did now wholly

renounce the devil ( for he had formerly told how Satan

had not performed his promife) and give himſelf to Jefus

Chrift, and defire to find mercy of God through him :

he affented thereunto. It is to be obferved that John

Reid, after his confeffion, had called out of the prifon

window, defiring bailie Scott to keep that old body Angus

Forrefter, who had been his fellow prifoner, clofe and

fecure ; whereupon the company aſked John, when they

were leaving him, on Friday's night the 21ft of May,

whether he defired company, or would be afraid alone, he

faid he had nofear of any thing. So being left till Satur-

day's forenoon, he was found in this poſture, viz. fitting

P 2
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upon a ftool, which was on the hearth of the chimney,

with his feet on the floor and his body ſtraight upward,

his fhoulders touching the lintel of the chimney, but his

neck tied with his own neckcloth (whereofthe knot was

behind) to a ſmall ſtick thrust into a clift above the lintel

of the chimney ; upon which the company, eſpecially

John Campbell, a furgeon, who was called, though at

firft in refpect of his being in an ordinary pofture of fit-

ting, and the neckcloth not having any run loup, but

an ordinary knot, which was not very ftrait, and the ſtick

not having the ſtrength to bear the weight of his body

or the fruggie, that he had not been quite dead ; but

finding it otherwife, and that he was in fuch a fituation,

that he could not have been the actor thereof himself,

concluded that fome extraordinary caufe had done it,

efpecially, confidering that the door of the room was

fecured, and that there was a board fet over the window,

which was not there the night before when they left him.

APPENDIX No. D.

I am much obliged to John Stewart, near Neilton , for

favouring me with the curious old manufcript volume,

from which the following Sermon is extracted. 1 under-

ftand that this curious old manuſcript volume came into

Mr. Stewart's poffeffion from his forefathers'. This book

was originally the property of A. Mathie, who probably

was a Student in the Univerſity of Glaſgow between the

years 1707 and 1709, for thefe dates are written on it.

In this Sermon, befides fuch ancient orthography, as,

ane for an and one, doe for do, hes for bas, bieft for

highest, &c. a great number of contractions alfo occur, as

7.x for Jefus Chrift, gch. and wc. for which, qm.

for whom, qn. for when, qo. for who, qr tor where,

l. for with, ye. for the, ym. for them, yn for then

and than, yr. for their and there, gs. for this, pse, for

thefe, and yt. for that.
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A , SERMON,

Preached by Mr. David Brown*, at Paiſley, on Wednef.

day the 9th of June 1697 years, being the day

before the execution of ſeveral perfons condemned

for witchcraft.

1.

1. Timothy i. Chap. 16. v. Howbeit, for this cauſe

I obtained mercy, that in me first Jefus Chrift might ſheri

forth all longfuffering, for a pattern to them that bould

hereafter believe in him to life everlasting.

MANby nature, fince the fall, is a guilty creature, and

being guilty is ready to be jealous of God, as if all his

defigns were defigns of wrath against him ; yea, oftentimes

fo fufpicious is man of God, that he is jealous ofthe

hardness of his defign in that which is one ofthe greatest

inftances of his love in the world, and that is in fending

his Son Jefus Chrift into the world to fave finners.
Το

obviate this, the Apottle tells us, john iii . 17. God fent

not his Son to condemn the world, but that the world

might be faved through him. Even Luther himſelf, as is

reported of him, was fo fufpicious of God this way,

miftaking that place of Scripture, Rom. iii . 25, 26.

Whom God bath fet forth to be a propitiation, and through

faith in his blood to declare his righteousness, he underſtood

it as if the words, to declare his righteousness , had been

that God fent forth his Son to the world, to fet forth his

judgements upon the world. I fay, fometimes man comes

fo great a length in this, that he thinks it impoffible God

can find in his heart to forgive, and therefore the Apoftle

fhews, in oppofition to this, that Chrift had put him in

the miniftry, in the 12th verfe, and that notwithſtanding

of the bad life he had lived before his converfion , in the

13th verſe, and that the grace of our Lord was exceed-

It is probable that this Minifter was the David Brown who was

Minifter of Neil on between 1689 and 1693 , and was after-

wards tranflated to another Parith , and who was an elder brother

of Thomas Brown, Mr. Blackwell's colleague at Paisley.

}
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ing abundant, in the 14th verfe, which was the matter

of his joy and rejoicing, 15th verfe. And here he gives

account why God was pleafed to call and juſtify him, and

that is, that he might fet him forth as an inftance of the

glory of God, and be an encouragement to others, who

were great finners, to believe in Chrift to life everlaftingi

In the words ye have two things confiderable. (1 )

The great mercy conferred upon this Apoftle Paul, in

this expreffion, Howbeit, I obtained mercy ; and no doubt

he fpeaks here of pardoning mercy ; for mercy fuppofes

mifery on the finner's part, and free favour on God's part,

and here it ſuppoſes ſenſe of the one and the other too in

Paul's cafe.

(2.) Ye have the reafon of this difpenfation of mercy

in thefe words, that in me firft Jefus Chrift might bew

forth all long-fuffering, for a pattern to them that bould

hereafter believe on him to life everlafting ; in which ye

have three things. First, the author of this pardoning

mercy, Jefus Chrift. Second, the end for which he ob-

tained mercy, and that is, that in me he might fhew forth

alllongfuffering for a pattern. Third, the end for whom,

and that is, for a pattern to them that should hereafter

believe on him to life everlasting.

I return to the firft of theſe. The author of this par-

doning mercy Jefus Chrift. Ye know Jefus Chrift is not

only the meritorious caufe of pardoning mercy, but the

author alfo of eternal falvation to as many as believe on

him. John xvii 2. that heshould give everlafting life,

by his death, to as many as thou has given him : fo that

he hath promifed everlafting life by his death ; yet he

hath alfo power to give everlafting life, and to forgive

fin.

Again, fecondly, ye have the end for which he ob

tained mercy; that in me first he might shew forth all

long fuffering for a pattern, where ye have three things.

1. That he might fhew forth all long-fuffering. 2. That

he might ſhew it forth for a pattern. 3. That he might

hew it forth in mefirst. Firit, That he might fhew forth
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all long-fuffering, ye have three things . 1. That he might

fhew forth, that is, that he might make manifeft. There

are fom: fovereign fteps of his grace and mercy hid, and

out of the common obſervation of men, and therefore he

fays that he might fhew forth all long- fuffering, 2. That

he might fhew forth long ſuffering, that is, that he might

fhew forth patience to me that had finned fo long 3.

That he might fhew forth all long-fuffering, that is, that

he might hew forth patience to me, in a great and emi-

ment degree ; a patience becoming, and like unto God.

2. Ye have in this part of the verſe, " That he might

fhew it forth for a pattern," that is , for a copy, that

others might take me for an example of God's patience,

that they might take me for a copy to encourage them

that will believe on Chrit to life everlasting

Again, that in me first, that is , in me the chief of

finners, as in the 13th verfe, or me, that is among the

firft rank of finners ; or, in me first , that is, that having

put me into the miniftry, he might make of me a ſpecial

inftance of grace, who was a gross finner ; therefore he

pitched on fuch an one as me tofend among the Gentiles

who were grofs finners.

Again, ye have the end for whom the Apoſtle was

made an inftance of grace, and that is, for them that

Should hereafter believe on Chrift to life everlasting ; where

ye have fomething implied, and fomething expreſſed.

That which is implied is in theſe two things. 1. That

there are fome who fhall believe, that do not yet believe

on Chritt Jefus . 2. That everlaſting life is attainable by

them that believe on him That which is expreffed is,

that the reafon of making him an inftance of grace, was

to be a pattern for the encouragement of great fianers to

believe on Chrift Jefus to life everlasting.

The obfervation I make on the verfe, That God is

pleaſed to give fome rare inftances of his mercy, for the

encouragement of the worst of finners to believe on Chriſt

Jefus to obtain life everlaſting. This ye fee exhaufts the

fubitance of this verfe, that the Lord is pleaſed to give
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fome rare -inftances of his grace and fuperabundant

mercy for the encouragement of the worft of finners to

believe in Chritt Jefus to obtain life everlafting. In

clearing of this doctrine, I would, 1. Give you fome

inftances ofthe great riches of his grace. 2 What way

thefe inftances of grace may have influence upon the

greatest offinners to believe on Jefus Chrift to life ever-

lafting 3 I would fhew you why God is pleaſed to

givefuch inftances of grace for the encouragement of the

greatest of finners to believe on Jefus Chrift to life ever.

lafting. 4. I would fhew you what it is to believe on

Chritt Jefus, which theſe inftances of grace calls finners

to do in order to obtain life everlafting. 5. What ever

lafting life is, which is the confequent of believing on

Jefus Chrift.

Now, for the firft of thefe, To fhew you fome in.

ftances of the great riches of his grace, I fhall begin

with the fame Apoftle, and lead you to one place where

he gives a full account of himſelf, Acts xxvi. 10, 11 .

in which ye have ſeven or eight fad aggravations of his

own cafe. There he tells you, that he gave his voice

against them that were put to death ; that he compelled

the faints to blafpheme ; that he perfecuted them to

Arange cities; and that he had authority from the high-

prieft against them ; and that he perfecuted them in a

conſtant track, and yet he obtained mercy, becauſe he

did it ignorantly ; but all that this will fay , is , that

therefore his fin was pardonable, becauſe he had not fin

ned wilfully against the knowledge of the truth ; but

certainly this made him a great inftance of the grace

of God, that yet he obtained mercy .

2. Another inftance you have in Ads xix. 18, 19.

Ye fee there that many of them that believed came and

confeffed their deeds, and many of thefe were fuch as

uſed curious arts, devilish magical arts, and yet the grace

of God brake in upon them. There is a great inftance of

the grace of God.
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3. Another inftance you have Luke vii. 37. where

you fee awoman who was a finner comes to Chrift. Now

a finner in the New Teftament fenfe is a grievous finner,

a vile ftrumpet and whore, and yet Chrift himſelf tells us,

her fins which are many are forgiven her. Becauſe the

loved much, the Lord forgave her. 4. Ye have the .

inftance of Manaffeh, which is very fuitable to the cafe

of theſe I am now ſpeaking to 2. Chron. xxxiii. 2.

Where ye find he did evil in the fight of the Lord, like

the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord caft

out before the children of Ifrael. Ye will find he built

high places, made groves, and fet up altars in the houfe

of the Lord, and caufed his children to paſs through the,

fire to Moloch, and uſed inchantments, and confulted

with them that had familiar fpirits, and yet behold an

inftance of the fovereign grace of God, that he that

made Ifrael to fin above the abomination of the heathen,"

that he greatly humbled himſelf, and the Lord pardoned

him , and was intreated of him. Here is a great inftance

of the grace of God, which is a great encouragement

for all fuch finners to cloſe with Chrift in order to life

everlafting. I might give you more instances, as the

inftance of the prodigal, and thefe, Corinth . vi. 10.

where the Apottle, fpeaking of theſe that ſhall not inherit

the kingdom of God, Idolaters, Fornicators, Adulterers,

Drunkards, &c. fays he, and fuch were fome of you, but

ye are waſhed, but ye are fanctified, but ye are juftified

in the name of the Lord Jefus. One inftance more, Acts

ii. 36, 37. the Apoftle Peter fays , He whom ye crucified

is both Lord and Chrift ; as if he had faid, ye are the

folks that have crucified the Son of God, and yet there

came a work of grace on their hearts, that made them cry

out, Men and brethren, what ſhall we do to be faved ?

If ever Chrift would have ftood upon it and not forgiven,

It is evident from this, and other places ofthis Sermon, that the

feven perfons condemned for witcheraft, ware prefent during

Mr. Brown's difcourfe,
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It would have been fuch as were guilty offuch an atrocious,

crime, and yet behold the riches of the grace of God, in

that they obtained mercy ; certainly this is a great inftanee

now, I tell you, the Lord hath fet up fuch inftances, for

the encouragement of the worst of finners to believe on

Chrift to life everlafting.

In the fecond place, I come to fhew you, what way

thefe inftances ofgrace ought to have influence upon great

finners to encourage them to believe on Chrift to life

everlafting.

And, firft, from theſe inftances ye may draw this con-

clufion, that fure it is not from any inherent worth that

God pardons, which may have influence on youto believe.

If it had been intrinfic worth , would he ever have for-

given them that crucified him ? would he ever have for.

given Paul or Manaſſeh ? what excellency or worth was

in them ? fhould we not therefore reaſon thus with our

felves, " Thou that forgives, becauſe thou will forgive,

wilt thou not have pity upon us ?”

Second, ye may from thefe inftances draw this con-

clufion, that he hath no reaſon out of himſelfto forgive,

and this is a great foundation to cloſe with Chrift ; there

is no worth in us, therefore all the goodneſs muſt be in

himfelf. He hath mercy, becauſe he will have mercy ;

he fheweth compaffion, becauſe he will fhew compaffion,,

and if it had not been fomething in his own boſom, none

had ever obtained mercy.

A third conclufion is , that fure there is not ground to

think, that God cannot find in his heart to forgive.

For Chrift fays, Mat. xii. 31. All manner of fin and

blafphemy fhall be forgiven to you. No fin is unpardonable,

except the fin against the Holy Ghost. I cannot deter-

mine whether any of you be guilty of the fin againſt the

Holy Ghoft, but except it be that, all manner of fin

may be forgiven, and this may have influence on us

to make us hafte into Jefus Chrift.

A fourth conclufion is, that the Lord here acts as

God ; he acts like himſelf. When ye read ſuch inftances
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off grace as I have been naming to you, you may draw

this conclufion, that he acts like himſelf, Iſaiah xliii. 24.

Thou haft bought me no fweet cane with money, neither

haft thou filled me with the fat of thy facrifices, but thou

baft made me to ferve with thy fins; thou baft wearied

me with thine iniquities. I am he that blotteth out thy

tranfgreffions for mine own fake, and will not remember

thy fin. I am, fays he, like myſelf , I am he, and as he

fays elfewhere, befide me there is none. So much for

the fecond thing.

In the third place, I fhall fhew you why the Lord

is pleafed to give fuch inftances of grace, for the

encouragement of the greatest of finners to believe in

Chrift to life everlafting. Andthe firft reafon is, becauſe

great finners have oftentimes a fecret defpair, and Satan

is ready to fuggeft that prayers, exhortations, and means

are needlefs, and that now their cafe is paſt cure and

remedy, and this is ready to occafion either defperation

or obduration, that they think God cannot find in his

heart to forgive them.

Second, becauſe though there be not a fecret defpair,

yet at leaft there is fome extraordinary jealoufy, and kind

of fufpicion, and likening God to themſelves, thinking

they could never forgive others, if others had done to

them, what they have done to God, and that there fore

God will not forgive them. But let fuch confider,

John vi. 37. He that cometh to me I will in nowife

caft out; and this is very fignificant with refpect to the

doubt of poor finners, and the doubt lies here, if I would

come he would ſhut the door upon me, No, fays he, him

that cometh I will in nowife caft out ; that is, I will

receive him, I will open the door and let him in and

make him welcome.

Third, the Lord gives fuch inftances of his grace

for the encouragement ofgreat finners to believe on Chrift

to life everlafting, becauſe that oftentimes when fenſe of

fin, and fear of wrath lights upon the confcience, and

when there is a fight of the holiness and juftice of God,
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they are extraordinarily damped, and this doth fo feine

upon them that it renders them incapable for any duty,

ย

and therefore the Lord has fet out fuch inftances of his

grace, and the Apoftle Paul fays exprefsly, God hath fett

me up as a pattern to them that fhould hereafter believe

on Chrift to life everlafting. God has fet me up as a

monument of grace, that to whomfoever the found of

"this goſpel comes, after me never one needs to diſpair,

for God hath fhewed mercy to me, and has fet me up

as a beacon of mercy, that never one needs queſtion

God's good will to pardon them after myſelf.

In the fourth place, I come to fhew you what this th

believing in Chrift is , which theſe inftances of grace do

encourage great finners to, and there are four things in

this believing. 1. Knowledge. 2. Affent to the truth th

´of the goſpel. 3. Confent to take Chriſt Jeſus. And,

4. Recumbency and refting upon him.

to

I. I fay knowledge. And though knowledge be true,

yet it may be without faith, but there can be no faith t

without knowledge, and fometimes faith is expreffed by the

knowledge. John xvii. 3. It is life eternal to know d

thee, the only true God and Jefus Chrift whom thou haft make

fent. This believing fuppofes the knowledge of a man's We

felf, the knowledge of his fin, the knowledge of Jefus gi

Chrift in his natures and offices. Take heed to this, for 40

I tell you what it fuppofeth, that ye may not think it

the eafieft thing in the world to believe. For the Apoftle t

tells us that no lefs is requifite to it, than the mighty

power that raiſed Chrift from the dead. The finner mufti

know the abominableneſs of his own heart, know his

loft ftate and condition , know how matters ftand be

twixt God and him, he must know thefe peculiar evils

to which he is fubje&t, he muſt know Chrift Jefus in his

fulness, in his willingness to fave finners, he mutt know h

him in what he hath done for finners, he muft know

him in his excellency, in his anfwerablenefs to him and

all the wants he can be trylled with.

11. Again, in this faith there is an affent to the truths
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of the gofpel, and neither is this faving: for there may

be an affent where there is not grace. The devils, it is faid,

believe and tremble, and this is a great evidence of many

folk's ftupidity then, that they have lefs faith than the

devils themfelves have ; but there must be an affent to the

truths of the gofpel, becauſe of the authority of God in-

terpofed. Thus a man muft believe the Bible and the

records God hath given of his Son, and that theſe things

that he preffes are abfolutely neceffary in point of obe-

dience.

III. Again, there is a confent, and this is the heart of

this faith. A man must be content to take Jefus Chriſt,

Ifaiah xliv. 5. Oneshallfay, I am the Lord's, and another

fball fubfcribe with his hand to the Lord, and furname bim

felfby the name of Ifrael. And in that confent, there is

this, to take him for our portion, that we fhall not place

our happiness in the world, that Chrift fhall get our

hearts, that we fhall take his law for our rule, and

confent to the ftri&neſs of kolineſs, and that he ſhall rule

our life and converſation . In a word, to take Chrift for

all, and to take all Chriſt, and to take him for ever ; and

to make an everlaſting covenant with him never to be for-

gotten; this is, indeed, the nature of faith, and ye that

have given your confent to be the devil's, muſt be no more

his, but confent to be Chritt's.

IV. In this believing, there is alfo a recumbency and

refting upon him : the man, when he hath declared his

confent to take Chrift, when he hath confidered the offers

of the gospel, he is content with the whole device, and

refts there, and there he cafts all his burden ; now he an-

fwers all his challenges in Jefus Chrift, now he flies

from his own righteoufnefs, and reffs in the righteoufnefo

of Chrift by faith, he renounceth his own righteoufnefs,

and therefore the Pfalmift fays, Enter not into judgment

with thy fervant, for in thy fight no flfb can be jullified.

Thus, I have told you what this believing takes in, the

confequent of which is life everlafting. I might confider

it as oppofed to eternal death, and as it includes the high

Q



elt happinefs, and the eternity of it. Everlafting life is

freedom from the wrath to come. Ye will never be able to

dwell with everlaſting fire and devouring burnings, and

feeing ye may have Chrift and his fulness, will ye, to pleaſe

the devil, forego your inheritance. What willyou be able

to fay, when you are brought before the tribunal, ere the

general judgment come, if you retufe to take Chrift for

your pattern, and believe on him to life everlatting

ye

But Icome to one uſe of this doctrine. If it be fo, that

the Lord hath been pleaſed to give fuch inftances of

grace, for the encouragement of the wort of finners to

clofe with Chrift, in order to life everlafting, then you

may fee that inftances of grace are not given you to en-

courage you in fin, it is, that it may be a pattern tothem

that believe. The reafon is not, that fhould continue

hard and fecure, and delay your confeffion, but that you

may believe; for I affure you, the riches of the grace of

God has no tendency at all to make folk fecure, if you

confider theſe three things : 1. That it is the fweeteft

cord in the world to draw folk from fin. Some have fuch

undaunted fpirits, that nothing but the greateft revela-

tion of wrath can have influence upon them; but, if there

be any true generosity in a foul, there is no greater en

couragement to clofe with Chrift than the riches of his

grace and mercy. 2. If any thing be able to break a

rocky heart, it is the riches of his grace, and when I

cometo tell you before yougo to eternity, ofthe riches of

his willye
grace, remain fo hard that your hearts cannot be

brokenfo faras to come to Jefus Chrift for life everlafting.

3. Ifye confider, that we offer Chrift and falvation upon

honourable terms. Chrift is as a noble price, that fuch

as are content to fubject themſelves to him, he is willing

to fave them. The lion of the tribe of Judah is willingto

make peace, but he will make peace upon honourable

terms You must forfake fin and Satan, and have no cor

refpondence with them, and we can offer you Chrift up-

on no other terms than thefe, that you lay down the

weapon of rebellion against Jefus Chrift indeed.
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A fecond ufe of this doctrine. Is it fa indeed, that

the Lord hath been pleaſed to give fuch inftances of his

grace for encouragement of the worst offinners to believe.

on Chrift to life everlaſting, then how fad muft their cafe

be that cannot be brought to Chriſt, and I am come to

tell you this day, that the offers ofthe grace of God will

be amongst the heavieſt of their aggravations at that day..

1 hall firft let you fee what great finners you are, that

you may fee your need of clofing with Chrift to obtain

life everlafting 2. Let you fee your dangerous condi

tion, if you believe not on Chrift to life everlaſting.

And, first, to let you fee fomething of the greatnefs of.

your fin. And now confider I am fpeaking toyou that are

under the fentence of death for the fan of witchcraft,

and not in fufpence, as if you were not guilty ; for fince

ye are found guilty by found evidence, we do not question

it, to let you fee then the great evil of witchcraft, that ,

ye may fee the great need ye have to believe or cloſe with

Chritt to life everlafting 2. It is the highest act of re-

bellion against the God of heaven and earth, you have"

drawn up with God's greatest enemy, who is the head of

the rebellion of the whole world, and therefore called re-

bellion. Rebelion is as the fin of witchcraft. Befides, it

is a great apoftacy from God. Ye were given away to God

in baptifm, and poffibly fome of you have given away,

yourſelves to him, and now you declare you rue it, and

all the deed of gift in baptifm, you declare you rue it

and befides, your fin hath in it an eminent trampling un-

der-foot the blood of Chrift , and if he that finned under

Mofes law died without mercy, of how muchforer puniſh-

ment must be be worthy, that hath trampled under foot the

blood of the covenant. You have finned under the gofpel

many a day, you have fitten in the houfe of God and

put on a maik of religion, and have been deep diffemblers

with God and man And is not this an eminently griev

ous trampling under-foot the blood of the covenant.

gain, in your fin, there is a renouncing of Chrift, heaven,

and glory. And you have declared by your practice and

A.
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keeping company with the devil, and being his fervants,

that you care not for Christ, heaven or glory. There is

your fin ! and have ye not need to cloſe with Chrift in or◄

der to life everlafting. Again, you have waged war

against Chrift, againſt the faints, and against the world,

and ſtated yourſelves enemies to Chrift, heaven, and the

world; for where you had access, you have wrought mif

chief upon children, minifters and others , fo that ye

may be looked upon as enemies to the whole creation,

except the devil, with whomyehave affociated yourſelves,

and now, byyour obftinacy, you declare you are content

to dwell with the devil, and with everlasting burnings; and

fince you are inthe devil's fervice, what can ye expect but

the devil's reward, as long as your hearts are hardened

from God's fear.

hon

Second, I come to let you fee your danger. Will it not

be fad, that your heart fhould be hardened now, when ye

are come to your extremity, and when it might be ex

pected that meffengers of grace fhould be acceptable to

you. We are come to you, when ye are within a few

hours of eternity, to intreat you, before ye perishfor ever,

to embrace the offers of Chrift. For, firft, ye go aback

from theremedy, if ye clofe not with Chrift. Again, you

lay a foundation for a great many challenges through

eternity, if ye clofe not with Chrift ; for though now

confcience be fecure, yet it will rife like a roaring

at the laſt, and though minifters would weep over you,

as if we were feeking from you fome great thing for

ourfelves, yet ye will ftand it out. What will con

fcience ſay, when the devil will be at the gallows † foot,

ready to harle you down to hell ? and no fooner in hell,

but confcience will fay, when God fent his miniſters to

you, ye believed the devil, and would not yield to Jefus

Chrift, and what will ye fay to confcience then ? when

confcience will fay, Now this is your lodging for ever ;

now eternity ! eternity ! what will ye do through eter-
1 $

Vide Narrative, Confeffions &c.

+ Thisfhews that the witches were first hanged,and then burned.
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aity ye are laying a foundation of challenges through

eternity. Another thing that makes your cafe danger.

ous, ye declare you will not be in Chrift's reverence for

mercy. Lwill tell how fo, ifyou will be in his reverence,

why willye not confefs your fin, and renounce the deed of

gift to the devil? ye declared your denial in the face of

courts, and frequently fince ye have done. Ohow dread-

ful will your condition be it you die in fuch a cafe!

I come to the third ufe of this doctrine. If it be fo

that the Lord is pleaſed to give fuch rare inftances of his

grace ; then, the exhortation runs, that ye should come

this day and embrace Jefus Chritt. As long as ye are

impenitent, I can but threaten heavy judge nents to you,

but if you will confefs and repent, and come unto Chritt,

I come to you with the best news e er were heard. The

Apoitle Paul, lim 1.15, was much taken with thefe

news, This is a faithful faving, and worthy ofallacceptation,

fays he, that Jefus Chrift came to fave finners . This thould

be the belt news to you The offer of Chrift is come to

you this day before the execution. And I will tell you

two or three things, to confirm you, that there is mercy

for you ifye improve it aright.

First, God hath proclaimed his name to be merciful

and gracious, if you will come to Chrift, ve will find

that he is merciful . Again, Chritt was called a friend of

publicans and finners, when he wasin the world, becauſe

he fhewed mercy to all, and never put away any that

came to him, and though he be now in heaven, yet he

retains his bowels of merey fill Again, his name is

Saviour, and he left his Father's glory, and came to the

world in the likenefs of finful Heih, to fave finners. Sure

then, if he had done great things, he will not refuſe any

thing to thofe that come to him. Again, to let you fee

he is merciful, he commands his difciples to preach remiſ-

fion of fins in his name, beginning at Jerufalem the very

place where he was crucified ; and further, the faſt words

he faid, are, He that believeth ſhall be faved ; ſo that ye

fee, there is mercy for you, ifye believe to life everlafting.

Q 3
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I would speak to two things here. 1. Offer you ſome

motives to clofe with Chrift. 2. Give you fome direc

tions. And, I. For the motives to clofe with Chriſt,

There are two notions offaith fuitable to your cafe, the

first is a flying to the city of refuge ; and there are two

things fuitable for you. 1. You are guilty ofblood, you

have murdered your own fouls and others, therefore run

to the city of refuge. 2. You have little time, your time

is nigh a clofe, your glafs is nigh run, therefore make

hafte unto Jefus Chrift, it is a pity you should put it off

to the laft. If ye had confeffed in time, ye might have

had the prayers of many of the godly. II. Another no

tion of faith fuitable to you , is coming to the market of

grace and buying. Ho ! every one that thirfteth, come yeto

the waters andbuy. Now this is fuitable to you, for it is faid

buy without money, but ye have fpent your money for

that which is not bread, Ifaiah lv 2. Wherefore do yefpend

money for that which is not bread, andyour labour for that

which fatisfieth_not. What fruit have ye now of thoſe

things whereof ye may be aſhamed. How aged are fome

ofyou, and now what comfort have ye in the meetings

ye had with Satan, or in your correfpondings and actings

withhim. When ye goto eternity, you will fay, alas' what

fatisfaction have I now in Satan's fervice ! Another part

ofthis notion is coming, and that fuppofeth a term from

which, and a term to which ye come : away then with fin

and Satan, and come to Chrift, and remember him.

Afecond thing is, to fhew you the neceffity ye have

of clofing with Chrift. It is moft neceffary for you to em-

brace the Son of God, or ye are undone. It is moſt

neceffary for you, for ye will never be able to endure

the wrath of God. Who can dwell with devouring fire?

O firs ! can ye hold out againſt the Almighty ? Are ye

refolved to fight it with the Lord? Can ye be able to

encounter with the wrath of God, and enter into the fea

ofwrath ? Can ye endure the wrath of God world with

out end? Q ! therefore, come and clofe with Chriſt.. Ob-

ferve the providence of God that has brought to your
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handadiſcovery ofyour cafe, andin tellingyou yeareinthe

fnare of the devil, and that hath trylted you with a dif

covery ofthe remedy, and now ye are inexcufable, and if

ye perish, ye perish justly. I come now to the directions,

and intreat you to look upon them as the laft directions

ye will have in public in this world for any thing we

know.

What would ye have us to do ? Lfay that ye ought

to confefs your fin, Acts xix. 18 Many of them that had

fed magical arts came and confeffed their deeds. It is

impoffible ve can give a convincing evidence of your re-

pentance if ye do not confefs. But fay ye, what need

we confefs our deeds to men, ifwe rep nt between God

andus ? What needs us trouble the world with confeffion?

we will but lofe our name, and put a ſtain upon our pof-

terity and friends But I aufwer, when folk have ſtum-

bled the church of God they have confeffed their deeds ;

even David himſelf confeffed his fins. Again, it is all

the folly in the world not to confefs your deeds, becauſe

they will be brought out before angels and men and even

in point of policy ye ought to confefs your deeds, for ye

are captives in fatan's fnare, and.ye have loft your wills.

Ye should confels, therefore, that God's people may

pray for you If ye would be out of the claws of the

devil, it will take all the prayers you can get. A

The fecond direction is, to be deeply humbled for

your fin. Yeremember what is faid of Manaffeh, 2 Chron.

xxxiii. chap. Manaffch humbled himfelf greatly. And

though your heart were like to break, and your forrow

like to bring you to the grave, it were little wonden :

great fin muſt have great humikation ; and fure.iftover

God grant you repentance unto life, and fhew you mer-

ey, there must be deep humiliation with you.

The third direction is, you muſt have more than

ordinary prayer, ye muſt have more frequent and fervent

prayer, ye mult be more importunate with God, and if

ye afk, what should we pray for anfwer, a diſcovery

of the finfulneſs of this fin ofwitchcraft. For if yefaw it,

bg



180

*

It wouldbe in hazard to diſtract you.. Pray for brokes

'nefs of heart, and that theſe hard and rocky hearts, of

yours may be made hearts of flesh. Pray for pardon of

fin. Bleed isthe man that bath his iniquities pardoned and

bisfins forgiven. Wo to you! if ye get not your fin

pardoned. Pray for a fight of your loft eftate, that ye

may fee yourſelves under the ſentence of, the wrath of

God, as well as under the ſentence of men. Pray for a

d-fcovery of Jefus Chrift in his fulneſs, in his fuitable

nefs to you, in his offices, and in his glory ; that ye may

think ſhame that ever you thought fo little of hiin. Pray

that ye may not go to the grave with a lie in your right

hand. Be importunate then fince your work is fo great,

the time fo fhort, and eternity fo long.. be not aſleep or

-unconcerned, for if ye would put off never ſo confident-

ly, you will have the colour of hell upon you in that day

when ieappear before the tribunal of Chrift.

The fourth direction , is this, renounce your deed of

gift to the devil, and if ye would fatisfy the people of

God, give a declaration that you are grieved for giving

yourſelf to fatan, and give away yourſelf to the Son of

God from head to foot. his is certa Lly moſt ſuitable før

you

But further, another direction is, that though ye do

"renounce your deed of git to the devil, and give yourself

.to Chrift, yet do not give yourſelf to him only in a formal

manner, faying, I give myſelf to Jefus Chrift, but try the

fincerity of your hearts in it, and confider ye must have

indignation at yourself for your fin as long as ye live .

Cor. ii. 1 Leftfatanſhouldget an advantage ofus: for we

arenot ignorant ofhis devices. There will be fuch indig.

nation in your bofom, if ye be finc re, that ye will be in

danger to take amends of yourtelves. Ye will wonder that

yeare not fent down to the pt ere now
There will be

an uncouth fight between hope and fear in your botoms.

One wordfurther, and that is , delay no longer. Ye have

put it off before, and fine the ſentence ; ye have been

much dealt with, and now it comes within a day of your



Repping into eternity, and we are come to you the day

before your death, intreating you to put it off no longer.

O be ferious! God hath exercifed a great deal of long

fuffering towards you, and ye have hardened your hearts,

and now we are come to you in your adverlity at lait , te

defire you totake Jefus Chrift , and now we take God to

record that we have offered to you Jeſus Chriſt, and if ye

will not take him, we are free of your blood, and Jefus

Christ is free of your blood, and if ye fhould endure

thoufand hells, ye yourfelves are only to be blamed tes

the fighting the great falvation.

The End ofthe Sermon.

1

APPENDIX No. E.

Some paffages which fellout before, and at, the execution

of the feven perfons,who were condemned and burned

for Witchcraft, on the Gallowgreen of Paifley.

Firft printed at Edinburgh, in the year 1698.
2

There ſhall be little added anent what paft at the exe-

cution of the ſeven witches, ( on Thurſday the 10th of

June 1697 *,) becaufe there is no fubfcribed attestation

thereanent and the defign of the publishers has been to

advance nothing but what ftands warranted by teftim ›nies

of known credit beyond contradiction . Yet this much is

notour ; that when they were going to the ftake, one of

the Lindfays was overheard to fay to the other, Now,

brother, it is time that we confefs, fruce our keeping it

up will ferve us no purpoſe, ' or the like expreffion ; to

which the other anfwered, that they fhould never do that,

&c. And Margaret Lang, before and about execution ,

let drop at minutes of the devil's inadvertence, That

Vide Semples Hiftory of Renfrewshire, and Mr. David

Brown's Sermon, Append.x No. D.



when thedevil firit appeared, the knew him not to be fuck

till afterwards ; that he gave her the infenfible marks

found on her body : She yielded to engage herſelf in his

fervice by a covenant ; and befides public meetings, the

had been above eighty times in private conferences with

him. Being enquired by a near relation of her own,

anent her being in Bargarran's houfe, tormenting Chrif

tian Shaw, the answered in theſe words, The devil having

an abfolutehape whither and dominion over me, carried my

he would and it is known how the

feffed unnatural luft, and profound hypocrify, &c though

truly it did appear from her concurring mien and circum

tances, that theſe things fell from her at feafons, when

natural ingenuity, and the vigour of truth, got the ftart

of Satan's manacles. So Agnes Naefmith, &c. fre.

quently told the minifter, that their heart and tongue

were bound up in ſuch a manner, that they could not ex

prefs what they would ; and fometimes it appeared by

acular infpection of their vifages, that convulfive damps

size theirheads upon getting out the initial words of

anyfuch attempt.

There are two remarkable inftances in the cafe of

Katharine Campbell, who was chief inftrument and author

of the girl's trouble, vz an eminent minister difcourfing

before famous witneffes to Katharine, and enquiring if

fhe did not diftinctly remember the godly counfels and

gracious admonitions, which Chriftian Shaw, while in

at mentioned in the Narrative . pages 70, 71 , 72 , gave

her a certain time, and inftancing fome particulars thereof.

Her anfwer was with heavy groans, Yes, I reme, ber.

But being urged wherefore the would not confefs the reft

as well as that paffage ; and finding herselfto be gravel

led, he began to retract and feemed damped, not being

able to extricate herfelf, anſwered before-mentioned.

This occurred while fhe was in prifon, before the trial ;

and after it. fhe, in prefence of leveral witneffes, did get

out theſe words, That the doom pronounced on her was

juft, and that he could not free herfelf of whitchcraft-



But upon fuch attempts the fell down dead, ftrangely dit

tended, and that fix or feven times fucceflively, with a

Tuddennefs that was both furprifing and convincing to

the fpectators at which occafion it was obſerved, that

immediately before her falling into theſe fits, and upon

her effaying to fpeak, when there were charges laid home

on her natural confcience, her mouth feemed to contract;

and the uttered heavy moans ; whereupon did follow her

convulfions, but after rifing outof them, the turned to

be obftinatee and inflexible ; and whenever there& was any

appearance of her being more pliant, the forefaid fits did

overtake her,

There is one thing further, which does abftruct the

credibility of what thefe confeffants averred, viz . That

there are fome others, both men and women in the Coun

try, who have confeffed and told the fame things before

fome of the beft gentry and others, whofe care could

proceed no further for want of authority, which in due

time will, no doubt, not fuffer thefe witches to live,

whom divine and human laws have ſo justly ordained to

be cut off. Wherefore, till the event of a further dif

covery, there hall only be added fome paffages which

were omitted in the Narrative, though they be attefted

by fome of the fame perfons that were witneffes to the

other matters mentioned therein.

Particularly, the girl declares, that in one of her con

dicts with the devil, he told her how a certain minifter

(for whom he had a special refpect ) did compile his fer-

mons through the week, what books he chiefly made ufe

of, and feveral other matters anent his method of fludy

in his clofet, that no mortal could know by ordinary

means : By which, no doubt, Satan did partly defign

(though by a very falfe argument) to raiſe the esteem of

books above fermons collected out of them ; concealing in

the mean time, both the gift of improving helps, and the

bleffing promifed to the hearer of the word preached.

When the lady Bargaryan received the two pieces of red

Cloth the girl had torn from one ofthe witches fleeves, as



is above narrated ; the locked up the fame and kept the

key notwithflanding of which caution, fome friends

having come to vifit the girl, and being defirous to fee

the forefaid pieces of cloth, the being in one of her fits,

laughed, ard told , that her mother needednot to feck for

them in the place where they were locked up ;; the witches

having taken them away, and laid them in a corner of the

cellar ; and accordingly being fearched for, they were

found in the particular place condefcended on. There

was another like paffage which occurred to a friend, whọ

came in with Bargarran for foliciting a commiffion from

the council : for he having brought alongft with him thoſe

pieces of cloth, and buttoned his pocket on them at night,

and put it in fecurity as he thought ; behold they are a

miffing in the morning ! but after fearch, are found in à

good diftance from the pocket, though none vifible had

been in the room to open it and carry them off. Finally,

this girl did in difcourfe, difcover a great fagacity, yet

accompanied with extraordinary modefty; and among o-

ther inflances , fhe did obferve the doors and windows

open and fhut again, upon the witches entry thereat.

There was at no time fuch a number of them about her

as the room might not very well contain , with the viſible

perfons that were preſent therein. She obferved them to

Thift their place with great agility, when any other came

into it, or attacked upon her pointing to them. And

the often averred from the inftance of the fpirit that fpcke

to her above her head, told their names, and gave her

other means of difcovering of them, &c. That Satan

does often contrive their ruin , by the moſt undiscernable

methods he can, becauſe an open deed would fear others

to undertake with fo faithlefs a mafter, &c.
}

APPENDIX No. F.

Hugo Arnot Efq; Advocate, author ofa Collection and

Abridgement of Celebrated Cr.minal Trials in Scotland,

from A. D. 1536 to 178 , calls the title of this trial in
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1797, Impoftor of Bargarran As he takes the op

pofite fide ofthe ſubject, I think it fair to give it a place

here.

He fays, "An impoftor appeared, in the character ofa

perfon tormented by witches, Chriftian Shaw, daughter of

John Shaw of Bargarran , a gentleman of fome note in the

county of Renfrew She is faid to have been but eleven

years of age and although it is probable, that hyfterical

affections may in part have occafioned her rhapfodies to

proceed from real illufion , as well as accounted for the

contortions which agitated her body ; yet the feems to

have difplayed an artifice above her years, an addreſs

fuperior to her fituation, and to have been aided by

accomplices, which dulnefs of apprehenfion, or violence

of prejudice, forbade the bye-ftanders to difcover.

.6.

This actress was abundantly pert and lively ; and her

challenging one of the houfe-maids for driuking, perhaps

for ftealing, a little milk, which drew on her an angry

retort, was the fimple prelude to a complicated and won-

derful fcene of artifice, and delufion, of fanaticifm and

barberity.

In the month of Auguft 1696+ within a few days

after her quarrel with the houfe maid, the girl was

feized with hysterical convulfions, which in repeated fits

difplayed that variety of fymptoms which characterife

this capricious diſeaſe. To thefe, other appearances

were fpeedily added, which could only be attributed to

fupernatural influence, or to fraud and impofition . She

put out of her mouth quantities of egg fhells, or orange.

* I think it is proper to appriſe the reade from what furces

Mr Arnot got his information concerning Chriftian Shaw. This

am enabled to do very eaſy, for Mr. Arnot always gives his autho

rities in notes at the foot of the page, and the authorities he quotes

for the account of this trial are True narrative of the fufferings

and resef of a young girl. Edinburgh , printed by James Watfoй,

1698, and Records of privy Council, January 19th, March9th

and Apt 5th, 1697."

·

+ Page bs.

R
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will, feathers of wild, and bones oftame fowl, hair of va.

rious colours, hot coal cinders, ftraws crooked pins, &c.t

Having by thefe fenfible objects impreffed the public

with the molt complete and fearful conviction of her be.

ing grievously vexed with a devil , the found herſelf

capable to command the implicit affent of the fpectators

in matters that were repugnant to the evidence of their

own fenfes. For this pu pofe, fhe fell upon the device

of feeming to poffefs the faculties of feeing and hearing,

in a manner oppofite to that of the reft of mankind She

would addrefs fome invifible beings as if actually prefent ;

other times, in her converfations with thofe invifible

beings, fhe would rail at them for telling her that per

fons actually prefent were in the room ; proteſting that

fhe did not fee them, yet at the fame time, minutely de-

fcribing their drefs . For inftance, the fpoke as follows

to the chiefof her alledged tormentors. Katharine Camp,

bell, with whom he had the quarrel, and who, to uſe

the language of thofe times, was not difcernibly prefent ;

hou fitteft with a tick in thy hand, to put into my

mouth, but through God's ftrength, thou shalt not get

leave. Thou art permitted to torment me, but I truft ia

God thou fhalt never get my life§. I'll let thee fee,

Kattie, there is no repentance in hell. O what ailed theẹ

to be a witch ! Thou fayeft it is but three nights fince

thou waft a witch O, if thou wouldeſt repent, it may

he God might give thee repentance, if thou would'ſt

feek it, and confefs ; if thou would defire me, I would

do what I could ; for the devil is an ill mafter to ſerve,"

&c &c . After that , he took up her Bible, read paf-

fages, and expounded them ; and, upon one's offering to

take it from her, the fhriek d horribly, exclaiming, She

would keep her Bible in ſpite of all the devils in hell * !?

Then the for ght , and kicked, and writhed herſelf, as if

ruggling with fome invifible tormentor When the

Pages 67 68 &c.

$ Pages 70 and 71.

† Mat. xv. 22.
• Pages 72, 73.

Page 86.
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heriff depute of the county, accompanied by a macer of

justiciary, came to apprehend fome of the perfons whom

her diabolical malice had accufed, and were actually in

ter prefence, the addreffed an imaginary and invifible cor-

refpondent thus, Is the fheriff come ? Is he near me?'

Then ftretching forth her hand, as if to grope, and the

heriff putting his hand into hers, the proceeded ) " I cant

not feel the fheriff. How can he be prefent here ? or

how can I have him by the hand, as thou fayeft, feeing

i feel it not? Thou fayeft he has brown coloured clothes,

and red plush breeches with black tripes, flowered

thuflin cravat, and an embroidered ſword belt. Thou

fayeft there is an old gray haired man with him, having

aring upon his hand ; but I can neither fee nor feel any

of them. What, are theycome to apprehend the gentles

woman? Is this their errand indeed *?

* Thefe reiterated and awful exercifes of the dominion

of Satan, (for fuch they were univerfally deemed, ) im

preffed all ranks with amazement and terror. The clergy

as was their duty, were the foremoſt to embrace the caufe

ofa diſciple that was engaged in more than ſpiritual war-

fare with the grand enemy. Clergymen, by rotation

attended the afflicted damfel, to aflift the miniſter of the

parish , the family of Bargarran, and other pious Chrif

tians, in the expiatory offices of falling and prayer. A

public faft was ordained by authority of the prefbytery.

Three popular clergymen fucceffively harangued the

trembling audience ; and one ofthem chofe for his theme

thisawfultext, Wo tothe inhabitantsofthe earth and of

the fea, for thedevil is come down unto you, having great

wrath, becauſe he knoweth that he hath but a fhort time.

And when the dragon faw that he was caft down unto

the earth, he perfecuted the woman.' Andthe prayers

and exhortations of the church were ſpeedily feconded

with the weight of the fecular arm."

Pages 107 and 108.

Ra



188

APPENDIX No. G.

Written by Dr. Walter Young, Minifter of Erkine, M.

A. F. R. S. Edinburgh, in 1792, extracted from

his Statiſtical Account of the Parish of Erfkine

"One ofthe laft tria's for Witchcraft, which happened

in Scotland, had its origin in this parish in 1696-7 The

perfonfuppofed to have been bewitched, or tormented by

the agency
of evil fpirits, or of thoſe who were in com.

pact with them, was Chriftian Shaw, daughter of John

Shaw of Bargarron, then about 11 years of age
A

fhort account of this trial may be ſeen in Arnot's Col

lection of Criminal Trials * .

" Three men and four women were condemned to death,

as guilty of the crime of witchcraft, and were executed

at Pailley t. A particular account or journal of the ex•

traordinary circumftances ofthis cafe was drawn up at the

time when it happened : every paragraph of which is af

firmed to have been originally fubfcribed by witneſſes,

among whom we find the names of almoſt all the noble.

men and gentlemen, and many of the minifters of the

neighbourhood. The narrative was afterwards printed

without thefe fubfcriptions, along with a very pious and

decently written preface, by the publifher. There were

fubjoined to it the atteftations of a phyſician and furgeon,

the judicial confeffions of fome of the perfons accuſed of

witchcraft, and an abſtract of the pleadings of the advo-

cates on the part of the crown, and of their charge to

the jury. Thefe laft, in their reafonings upon the nature

of the evidence, and the credibility of the facts, and

the answers to objections, difcover much learning and

All that Mr. Arnot fays about this trial is printed in this volume.

They were firſt hanged for a few minutes , and then cut down

and put into a fire, prepared for them , into which a barrel of tar

was put in order to confume them more quickly.

In the year 1698, by James Watfon Edinburgh, and entitled,

True Narrative ofthe fufferings and relief of a young girl." &ç



hility. A few eoples of the original publication are Aißk

extant, and a new edition of it was, a few years ago,

printed in Pailley * It may furniſh ample matter of

fpeculation to thofe whofe object it is to trace the pro-

grefs and variation of manners and opinions among men.

The fubfequent hiftory of this lady is, however, more in

terefting to the political inquirer

" Having acquired a remarkable dexterity in fpinning

fine yarn, he conceived the idea of manufacturing it into

thread. Her first attempts in this way were neceffarily

on a ſmall ſcale She executed almoft every part of the

procefs with her own hands, and bleached her materials

on a large flate placed in one of the windows of the houſe.

She fucceeded, however, fo well in thefe effays as to

have fufficient encouragement to go on, and to take the

affiftance of her younger filters and neighbours. The

then Lady Blantyre carried a parcel of her thread to

Bath, and difpofed of it advantageoufly to fome manu-,

facturers of lace, and this was, probably, the firft thread

made in Scotland that had croffed the Tweed. About

this time, a perſon who was connected with the family, hap-

pening tobein Holland , tound meansto learn the fecrets

of the thread manufacture, which was then carried on to

great extent in that country, particularly the art offorting

and numbering the threads of different fizes, aid pack.

ing them up for fale, and the conftruction and manage-

mentofthetwiftingandtw ning machines his knowledge

he communicated on his return, to his triends in Bargarron,

and by means of it, they were enabled to conduct their

manaf Aure with more regularity and to a greater extent,

The young women in the neighbourhood were taught to

fpin fine yarn, twining mills were erected, componden-

cies were eft.bliſhed , and a profitable business was carried

Bargarron thread became extentively known, and,

being aſcertained by a stamp, bore a good price. From

the inftructions of the family of Bargarron, a few families

09.

By Lexner Weir in 1775

R 3



190

in the neighbourhood engaged in the fame bufinefs, and

continued in it for a number of years. It was not to be

expected, however, that a manufacture of that kind could

be confined to ſo ſmall a district , or would be allowed to:

remain in fo few hands for a great length of time. - The

fecrets of the bufinefs were gradually divulged by ap-

prentices and affiſtants . A Mr Pollock in Paifley availed

himfelf of thefe communications, and laid the foundation

ofthe well eſtabliſhed manufacture of thread, which has

ever fince been carried on in that town From that time

the women in this neighbourhood have continued to

practise the fpinning of fine varn, which they difpofed

ofto the Pailley manufacturers."

:

APPENDIX No. H.

Chriflian Shaw was married to a Mr. Miller, the parish

miniſter of Kilmaurs , about the year 1718 The follow

ing quotation from Mr. Alex. Millar's ſtatiſtical account

of the Parish of Kilmaurs fpeaks of Chriftian Shaw's

hufband. "A difpofition to fecede from the eſtabliſhed

church hath long fubfiled among the Inhabitants of

Kilmaurs and this difpofition was firft excited by the

following circumftance. About the year 1712 , Mr. Hugh

Thomfon, then minifter of this parish, demit el, upon

the expectation of being called to Stewarton, but was

fomehow difappointed ; and either his pride would not

permit him to folicit a re-admiffion, or a majority ofthe

people, difobliged with his giving them up, refufed it.

He retired to a fſmall property of his own in the parish,

and on Sabbaths preached ſometimes at his own fire- fide,

and fometimes from a tent in the fields, to as many of

his friends as would hear him. Five or fix years elapfed

before another minifter was elected ; during which time,

Mr. Thomſon had frequent opportunities of reconciling

himſelfto many of his former congregation . After Mr.

Miller was chofen and ordained, Mr. Thomfon ftill con.

tinued to preach in his own barn, or in the fields, to as
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many as were willing to hear him Inconftancy, which

always attends the multitude, difpofed fome to go one

way and fone another ; directed by humour, local con.

venience, or the influence of one upon another, they at

tendedfometimesMr Miller. at other times Mr. Thomfon.”

Christian Shaw's huſband came to pay his friends a vi

fit at Bargarron, fometime before the year 1725, when

he took badly and died there, and was buried in Erskine

Church He was univerfally lamented by his parishioners,

great numbers of whom attended his funeral. After his

death Chriftian Shaw and her family came and refided in

Bargarron. Mr. Semple in his Hiftory of Renfrew fays,

" About the year 1725 , the making of white tiching

thread was introduced into the welt country by Mrs.

Millar of Bargarran, who, very much to her own honour,

imported a twilt or thread miln, and other neceſſary uten-

fils from Holland, and carried on a ſmall manufacture in

her own family The Editor faw on the 10th May

1809, a William Jamiefon , an old man, who told him

that he had wrought three years and a half, on the

original thread miln at Bargarran, that he came to Bargar.

ran in the year 1743, and at that time none ofthe family

of Bargarran was alive, but old Mrs haw, Jean Shaw,

(the old fifter, ) and Mr. Ferguffon her huſband, whe

was factor to Lord Blantyre.

""

APPENDIX No. I.

Mr Robert Wodrow, Minifter at Eaftwood, in his

Hiftory of the fufferings of the Church of Scotland,

from the restoration to the Revolution , vol I ppend &

to Book 2d No th, in William utherland's Decla

ration and Examination , there is mention made of a per-

fon being executed for a Witch about the year 1661,

William Sutherland ſays, " I being come of poor parents

in Strathnaver, (the wildest part of the north Highlands)

who were not able to keep me, I was hired with a maſter

who fent me to bring back a horfe that Colonel Morgan's



arty had taken from him ; which party followed till

the enemy fell betwixt me and home, and being afraid to

goback, and having a defire to learn the Lowland Tongue,

came alongft in a fad condition with the faid party,

till I came to Spey fide, where I herded cattle for ayear.

in the parish of Boharm, at a place called the New kirk ;

from thence I came to the parish of Fyvie in Buchan,

where 1 herded cattle for another year ; from that place

I came to the bridge of Stirling, where I followed the

fame employment a third year, which was the year the

king came home ; ( 1660) and from thence I came to

Pailley, where, after herding cattle a fourth year, I fel

in extreme want, and that by the reaſon, the mafier

whom I ferved being owing to one of the bailies, called

John Weres, the baitie fized upon my nafter's Goods,

to that he ran away, and i loft my tee, and was engaged,

by the counſel oftome boneft men, from that fcripture,

Juffer not a Wich to live, to execute a Witch, and to

cleanfe chimney heads, whereby gained fomewhat for

livelihood ; and having a mind to learn to read, I bought

a queſtion book, but finding the people there to fear at

mycompany, fo that none would give me a leffon, I came

from Paifley to Irvine, about five years £nce," & c that

is five years before 1666, which makes it to be 1661 the

time he was in Paiſley.

Mr. Burn, in the Chronological part of his Engliſh

Dictionary, under the article Paifley, fays, That five

▾omen were burned there for witchcraft, anno 1667.

I ſuppoſe this a miſtake as I can find no hittorical account

for this. Hugo Arnot Efq; fays, " For fome time after

the restoration, the records of Privy Council are in a

manner engroffedwith commiffions to take trial of witches.

There is an inftance of the council, at one federunt,

granting fourteen feperate commiflions to take trial of

witches. Records of Privy Council, November 7. 1661.

January 23. 1662." I intend at fome future period to

notice this of Mr. Burn's, and what Mr. Semple fage
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concerning the burning ofthe Witches, on the Gallow

green of Paifley, in his History of Renfrewshire.

APPENDIX No K.

Having fhewn how the laws and practice of this country,

concerning witchcraft, ftood before A. D. 1736.

T
it is certainly neceffary to let the Public fee what

the law is at preſent on witchcraft.

ANNO NONO.

GEORGII II. Regis. 1736.

CAP. V.

An Act to repeal the ftatute made in the firft year ofthe

Reign of King James the firft, intituled, An A&

against Conjuration, Witchcraft, and dealing with

evil and wicked Spirits, except fo much thereof as

repeals an Act of the fifth year ofthe Reign ofQueen

Elifabeth, Against Conjurations, Inchantments, and

Witchcrafts, and to repeal an A&t paſſed in the Par

liament of Scotland in the ninth Parliament of Queen

Mary, intituled, Anentis Witchcrafts, and for pu

nishing fuch perfons as pretend to exercife or uſe

any kind of Witchcraft, Sorcery, Inchantment, of

Conjuration.

Be it enacted by the King's moft Excellent Majefty,

by and with the advice and confent ofthe Lord's spiri

tual and temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlia

ment affembled, and by the authority of the fame, that

the ftatute made in the first year of the Reign of King

James the firft, intituled, An AB against Conjuration,

Witchcraft, and dealing with evil and wicked Spirits.

fhall, from the twenty -fourth day of June ' next, be re
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pealed and utterly void and of none eft:& (except fo

much thereof as repeals the ftatute made in the fifth year

of the Reign of Queen Elifabeth, intituled, An ac

against Conjurations, Inch in'ments, and Witchcrafts.)

11. And be it further enacted by the authority fore

faid, that from and after the faid twenty-fourth day of

June, the A& paffed in the Parliament of Scotland in

the ninth Parliament of Queen Mary, intituled, Anestis

Witchcrafts, fhall be and is hereby repealed.

III And be it further enacted, that from and after

the faid twenty- fourth day of June, no Profecution , Suit,

or Proceeding, fhall be commenced or carried on againſt

any perfon or perfons for Witchcraft, Sorcery, Inchant.

ment, or Conjuration, or for charging another with any

fuch offence, in any Court whatſoever in Great Britain.

IV. And for the more effectual preventing and puniſh

ing any pretences to fuch arts or powers as are before.

mentioned, whereby ignorant perfons are frequently de

luded and defrauded; be it further enacted by the

authority aforefaid, that if any perfon fhall, from and.

after the faid twenty -fourth day of June, pretend to

exercife or ufe any kind of Witchcraft, Sorcery, In-

chantment, or Conjuration, or undert ke to tell fortunes,

or pretend from his or her skill or knowledge in any

Occult or crafty fcience to discover where or in what

manner any Goods or Chattels, ſuppoſed to have beca

ftolen or loft, may be found ; every perfon fo offending,

being thereof lawfully convicted on indiciament or inform.

ation in that part of Great Britain called England, or on

indictment or libel in that part of Great Britain called

Scotland, thall for every fuch offence fuffer impriſonment

by the space of one whole year without Bail or Main.

prize, and once in every quarter of the faid

fome market Town of the proper County, upon the

market day, there ftand openly on the Pillory for the

fpace of one hour, and alfo fhall ( ifthe Court by which

fuch judgement fhall be given, fhall think fit ) be obliged

give fureties for his or her good behaviour, in fuck

year,
in



195

im, and for fuch time, as the faid Court hall judgų

proper, according to the circumftances of the offence

and in ſuch caſe , ſhall be further impriſoned until fuch

Juretics be given..
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APPENDIX No. L.

Hugo Arnot Efq; in his collection of celebrated Cris

minal Trials in Scotland, when fpeaking of the above

A&, fays, Locke had written upon government,

Fletcher had been a patriot flatefman, Bolingbroke had

been a minister in the auguftan age of Queen. Anne, erë

this fyftem of legal murder and torture was aboliſhed.

This was an honour which the tardy humanity of their

Countrymen referved, almoft to the middle ofthe prefent

century , for Mr. Conduit, Alderman Heathcote, and

Mr. Croffe. Thefe gentlemen brought a bill into the

Houle of Commons, which was paffed into a law, repeal

ing the former ftatutes against witchcraft, Scots as well

as English, and difcharging profecutions for that crime

or for accufing others of that offence. On the enact❤

ment of this, ftatute vanifhed all thofe imaginary, powers,

fo abfurdly attributed to women oppreffed with age and

poverty.

While we reflect upon the blind and barbarous fuper

tition ofour ancestors, while we beltow the tribute of

applaufe on thoſe humane and liberal fenators who intro-

duced this law, we cannot help lamenting that a fect

among us looks upon the abolition of the penal ftatutes

against witchcraft. not only as an evil, but a fin. The

feceders published an act of their affociate prefb, tery at

Edinburgh, A. D. 1743. This act was reprinted at

Glaſgow fo late as the year 166. In it there is con

tained the annual confeffion offins, which to this day they

acad from the pup t . Among the fins national and

Eighteenth Century,

Act for renewing the Covenant , p. 15. 27. 34%

Printed in 1785.
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perfonal there confeffed, are the act of Queen Anne'

parliament for tolerating the Fpifcopal religion in Scot

land, the act for adjourning the Court of Seffion during

the Chriftmas holidays ; as alfo the penal Satutes against

Witches have been repealed by parliament, contrary to

the exprefs law of God." ( Exod. xxii. 18. ) " The_fe

ceders comprehend a very large body of the populace

in Scotland."

APPENDIX No. M.

Having got my hands on an old folio volume of acts of

the General Affembly of the Kirk of Scotland,

which were paffed between the years 1639 , and

1649. The following extracts are curious.

66

I fee in the year 1640, the General Affembly paffed

an Act against Witches and Charmers as follows, The

Affembly ordaines all Minifters within the kingdome,

carefully to take notice of Charmers, Witches, and

all fuch abuſers of the people, and to urge the Acts

of Parliament to be executed against them ; and tat

the Commiffioners from the Affembly to the Parliament,

fhall recommend to the faid fupreme judicatory, the care

ofthe execution of the lawes againft fuch perfons in the

moſt behoovefull way." Alfo 5th. Aug. 1642, " The

Affembly doe therefore ordain all Prefbyteries to give to

the Justice, the names of the Adulterers, incestuous

perſons, Witches, and Sorcerers, and others, guilty of

fuch groffe and fearfull fins within their bounds, that

they may be proceffed and puniſhed according to the

Laws of this kingdome ; and that the Prefbyteries and

Synods be carefull herein, as they will anfwer to the

General Affemblies, &c. alfo Sefs. ult. Aug. 19. 1643,

I find overtures anent Witchcraft, and Charming, & c.

which occupy a page and a halt, and beginning with,

abundance and increafe of the fin of Witchcraft,
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in all the forts and degrees of it in this time of Reforma-

tion, is to be taken to heart by this reverend Affembly,

who would to that end confider," &c. and ending with,

" The fins aforefaid of Witchcraft, Charming, and con

fulting with Witches, or Charmers, and fuch like wicked-

nefs, may be tried, reftrained, and condignely cenfured

and punifhed ecclefiaftically and civally," and in the year

1649 there is a "Commiffion for a conference ofMinifters,

Lawyers, and Phyfitians, concerning the tryal and pu-

nifhment of Witchcraft, Charming, and Confulting" and

runs thus. The General Affembly taking to their ſerious

confideration the growth ofthe fins of Witchcraft, Charm-

ing, and Confulting, notwithstanding the frequent

recommendations forreftrainingthereof; andremembering

that the General Affembly 1647, did propofe a good

way for the tryall and punishment of thefe finnes, by

appointing conferances with fome Minifters, Lawyers,

and Phyfitians in that matter which hath never yet taken

effect ; therefore the Affembly doth appoint Mafters,

Robert Dowglas, Robert Blair, Mungo Law, James

Hamilton, John Smith, Robert Traill, George Leslie,

John Hamilton, John Duncan, Samuel Rutherfoord,

James Wood, John Levifton, James Guthrie, Andro

Cant, David Calderwood, John Moncrieff, Frederick

Carmichael, James Durhame, Patrick Gillefpie, Robert

Ker, Ephraim Melvill, Minifters , to confider ſeriouſly

of that matter, and to confult and adviſe therein amongſt

themfelves, as alſo with Sir Archibald Johnfton of Wa-

rifton, Clerk Regiſter ; Mr. Thomas Nicolfon, his Ma-

jefties Advocate ; Mr. Alex. Peirfon , one ofthe ordinary

Lords of Seffion ; Sir Lewes Stewart, Mr. Alex. Colvill,

and Mr. James Robertſon, Juftice deputes ; Meffrs,

Rodger Mower, John Gilmoir, and John Nisbet, Law.

yers ; and with Doctors Sibbald, Cunninghame, and

Purves, Phyfitians, feverally or together as occafion fhall

offer; andthe Affembly earnestly requefts and confidently

* See the Scots Worthise for an account of theſe Miniſters.

S

4
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expects from thefe learned and judicious Lawyers and

Phyfitians before- named, their beft endeavours and con-

currence with their brethren of the Miniſtrie for adviſe

and counſell herein, and for conference in the ſaid matter;

and Ordaine the faid brethren to make report of the re

fult of their confultations and conferences from time to

time as they make any confiderable progreffe to the Com-

miffion for publick affaires, and the faid Commiffion ſhall

make report to the next Generall Aſſembly.”

APPENDIX No. N.

Upon Sunday the 28th of March 1697, after Sermen,

intimation was made by Mr. Thomas Blackwell,

the Minifter, ofa faft to be kept by the Congregation

of Paifley the enfuing Wednesday, the Cauſes

whereof are below.

My friends, we have been preaching of Chrift to you,

we are now about to fpeak of the Devil to you, the

greatest enemy that our Lord and his kingdom hath in

the world. The thing I am about to intimate to you is

this, the members of the Prefbytery having taken to

their confideration how much Satan doth rage in theſe

bounds, and which is indeed very lamentable in our

bounds, and in ours only. They have thought fit to ap

point a day of fasting and humiliation, that fo he who

is the Lyon of the tribe of Judah, may appear with

power against him who is the angel of the bottomlefs pit,

and throw him down, who is now come out in great

wrath ; O ! that it may be becauſe his time is fhort.

As to the caufes of the faft, I fhall but hint a few

things to you, the thing being fo well known in the

bounds, the Prefbytery did not think it needful to be

any way large or formal in drawing up of cauſes ; how-

ever, I may ſay in the firſt place, the caufes of our pre-

ceding falt remain yet not fufficiently mourned over,
*

* This was at leaſt the ſecond faſt kept on Chriftian Shaw's account.
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fo that though we had no other caufes but theſe, we

have ground to obferve more faits than one or two.

But yet a little more cloſe to the purpoſe. Firſt, Sa-

tan is greatly raging in our bounds ; he hath in all pro-

bability enjoyed a long and old ſtock of ſubjects, even

among the hearers of the goſpel ; it may be, fome ofthem

are hearing me juft now, confcience being best judge in

that matter, and now he hath come that length, no

doubt, being permitted of God, that his power is not

only to be perceived in keeping many hearts from clofing

with Chrift , but alſo in tormenting a family extraordinary

in our bounds, fo that it is known tobe the Devil and

and his inftruments, and none elfe , therefore Satan who

is raging, and who hath gotten many in all probability to

devote themſelves foul and body to him.

*

Again, 2dly, There is the impenitency and obftinacy

of perfons fuppofed upon many accounts truly to be

guilty, their continuing obftinate, and impenitent, and

refusing to confefs, guilt in that matter, that God who

hath the power of conſcience, by the power of his fpirit,

in the uſe of other lawful means for the finding out of

the truth, may make theſe means effectual, and may win

in upon their confciences to make them confefs guilt.

A
3dly, The great affliction of that poor child ( Chriftian

Shaw, ) and that family in whom she is fo nearly intereſted,

none of us knows her affliction, and her father's, fo as

it is in itſelf. It is eaſy to look upon one ſo tormented as

ſhe is, be what it would be if we were ſo tormented our-

felves, or yet any one in our family. We would remem-

ber them that are in bonds as bound with them, and

therefore our petitions have a ſpecial reſpect to them of

that family, that is fet up as beacon on the top of a

mountain for all to take warning.

Again, in the fourth place, Another reaſon is, the

myfteriouſneſs and difficulty of the procefs ofWitchcraft,

fo that it is the proceſs of all others, that requires moft

prudence, folidity, and ſeveral other things, to name
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which, many of you would not underſtand me ; but in a

word, it requires much of the preſence of the fpirit of

God to guide the Judges, and work upon the confcienees

of the Pannels, that fo the truth may be found out, and

judgement accordingly execute ; thus we offer feveral

reaſons why it is neceffary for us to obſerve a day of faſt-

ing and humiliation before God

Andnow my friends, all I add is, this in the firſt place,

I am fure minifters, and I am fure the godly are called to

be very importunate with God in this matter. Would ye

know, my friends, why we preach in vain to them that

have devoted themfelves to the devil, it is that that

makes the goſpel fo barren, and who knows, but in this

congregation, there be many, who may have theſe many

years hence been under vows to Satan, and as for you

that are the people of God, ye pray in vain for the fuc-

cefs of the gospel to them, for till once they be brought

to fee the evil of their fin, and to be convinced of the

evil thereof, and to lothe themfelves upon account of the

fame, neither will the gofpel, nor your prayers do them

any good, fo it is the minifters and people of God's duty,

and intereft, not only to pray that God would find out

the guilty among thefe that are apprehended, but that

God would difcover all others that are guilty, and who

are not apprehended, that the kingdom of Chrift may

run and be glorified, and the kingdom of Satan deftroyed.
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