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THAT there are witches, divines cannot doubt, fince
the word of God hath ordained that no witch fhall-live ;
nor lawyers in Scotland, feeing our law erdains it to be

unifhed with death. And though many -lawyers in
;!olland, and elfewhere, do think, that albeit there were
witches under the law, yet there are none under the
gofpel ; the devil’s power having ceafed, as to thefe, as
well as in his giving refponfes by oracles.

I. Wierus, that great patron of witchcraft, endeavours
to maintain his opinion by thefe arguments, 1. That
fuch as afe accufed of witchcraft, are ordinarily filly
qld wamen, whofe age and fex difpofeth them tq
wmelancholy, and whofe melancholy difpofeth them to a
mmadnefs, which fhould render.their confeflions very fufpe&-
©d, and in this crime there are feldom other proofs, whereas
the things confefled are fo horrid, that it cannot be
imagined any reafonable creature would commit them.
2. God can only work the miracle afcribed to witches,
he who is the author of nature being only able to alter or
divert its courfe: Ard the devil doth but delude the -
Afancy of poor creetures, as fevers and melancholy mifre-
‘prefent obje@s. Norare fuch as are cheated in the ane
more guilty than they who are fick of the other. And
it is fevere to burn men and women for doing that which
s concluded impoffible to.be dome by them. 3. Itis
unjuft to punifh them for doing ill by charms, except it
could be firft proved that thefe charms produced the
effes that are punifhable ; and lawyers fhould argue thus,
thofe who kill or hurt men or beafts by unlawful meang,
are punifhable by death. But fo it is, that witches and
charmers kill men and beafts by unlawful means, and
therefore ought to be punithed by death, of which
{yllogifm Wierus denies the minor; for it can never bhe
proved that verfes, crafles, orlaying flefh in the threfhold,
&c. can deftroy men or beafts, thefe being caufes very
difproportionable to fuch effe@s, there being no contaét
-betwixt the agent and patient in thefe cdfes. 4. Thefe
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who execute the will of God are not punithable, for
that is their duty, and fo cannot be their crime. But {o'
it is, that whatever the devil or witches do, is decreed by
God either for trial or punifhment exprefsly, and with-
out his permiffion nothing can be done. And if the
devil were not a&ting here by obedicnce, or were at
liberty, he would not leave any one man undeftroyed, or
any of God’s works undefaced. ,
But that there are witches, and that they are punifha
able capitally, not only when they poifon or murder, but
even for enchanting and deluding the world, is clear by
an exprefs text, Exod xxii. verfe 18. ¢ Thou:fhalt not
_ fuffer a witch to live.”” And it is obfervable, that the
fame word which expreflfes a witch here, is that which
is ufed in Exod. vii. to exprefs thofe magicians who
deluded only the people by transforming a rod into @
ferpent, as Mofes had done, though no perfon was pre.
judged by their cheat and illufion. Likeas, Lev. xxix.
and 27. It is ordained that ““a man or a woman that
kath a familiar fpirit, or that is a wizard, fhall {urely be
put to death; they fhall ftone them with ftencs; their
blood fhall be upon them.”” Which laws were in fuch
obfervation amongt the Jews, that the witch of Endor,
1 Sam. xxviii. was afraid to ufe her forcery before the king,
becaufe the king had cut off thofe who  had "familiar
fpirits and’ wizards out of the land. And fo great ine
dignation did the eternal God bear to this fin, that he
did deftroy the ten tribes of Ifrael becaufe they were
addi&ed toit. : :
Nor were the Jews only encmies to this vice, but even
the Heathens, following the diGates of nature, punifhed
witches as enemies to the author of it ; for the Perfians
dathed their heads againft flones, as Minfing obferves,
ad. Itcm lex Cornelia inft. de pub. and Tacitus, lib. ii.
- Amnnal. tells us that Publius Marcius and Pituanus, were
exccuted for this ciime; for which likewife Valerius
Maximus, lib vi. cap. iii. tells us that Publicia and Lu-~
cinia were with threefcore and ten other Romans hanged.
Bz '



But fince it is exprelily condemned in fcripture, “and
many general councils, fuch as Aurelian, Toletan, and
“Anaciritan, it fhould not be lawful for us to debate what
the law hath exprefsly condemned, by the fame reafon,
that we fhould deny witches, we muft deny the truth of
ali hiftory, ecclefialtic and fecular. It is fure that the
devil having the power and will to prejudge mea, cannot
but be ready to exccute all that is in witchcraft: And it
i3 as credible that God would fuffer men to be convinced
by thefe means, that there are fpirits, and that by thefe
means he would give continued proofs of his power
in repreffing the devil, and of the neceflity that filly
men have of depending upon his infinite power. '
To the former arguments it may be anfwered, that as
to the firft, all fins and vices are the effe@s of delufion
nor are witches more deluded by melancholy, than mur-
derers are by rage and revenge. And though it hath
wmever been feen, that perfons naturally mad, have been
either guilty of, or punithed for this crime, the devil
defigning in this crime to gain only fuch as can dama
themf{clves by giving a free confent. Yet if madnefs
could be proved, or did appear ; it would certainly defend
both againft the guilt and punithment: And therefore
fuch a feries of clear circumfRances fhould concur before
a perfon be found guilty of this crime, as fhonld fecure
the pannel, and fatisfy the judge fully in .a2e querie.
‘But fince daily experience convinces the world that there
may be fuch a crime, and that the law exadls either
confeffion, or clear proofs, who can condemn the- law as
rigorous in this cafe, fince, without believing thefe, there
could be no jultice adminiltered, and whilit judges thun-
ned to punifh it infome cafes, they behoved to fuffer it
from the fame arguments to go unpunithed in all
cafes. :
To the fecond, itis anfwered, that though neither the
devil nor witches can work miracles, yet the offering to
- cheat the world by a commerce with the devil, and the
very believing that the devil isable to do fuch things for
them, fhould be a fuffizie .t ¢rime; but much more whea

’
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they believe all thofc things to be dene by themfelves,
they giving their own exprefs conlent to the crime, and
by concurring by all that inthemis to the commiffion of
it. Likeas, itis undeniable, that the devil knowing all
the fecrets of nature, may, by applying a&ives to paflives
that are unknown to us, produce real effe@s which feem
impofiible. L

To the third, though charms be not able to preduce
the effe@s that are punifhable in witches, yet fince thefe
effe&ts cannot be produced without the devil, and that
he will not employ himfelf at the defire of any who have
vot refigned themfelves wholly to him, it is very juft
that the ufers of thefe fhould be punifhed, being guilty at
leaft of apoftacy and herefy.

The fourth argument is but a mere and filly fophifm 3
for though God in his providence permits at leatt all things
that are done, to be done, yet fuch as contemn either the
commands of him or his vicegerents, ought to be pu«
nithed.

Icannot but acknowledge that there are fome fecrets
in nature which would have been looked upon in the firft
authors as the cffe@s of magic : And I Lelieve that.in
the duller nations a philofopher drawing iron with a load-
ftone might bave run a great rifk of being burned ; and
it is hard to give a judgment of Naudeus’ learned book
in favours of the Perfian magicians, the Affyrian chalde-
ans, the Indian gymnofophifts, and the druids of the
Gauls; forit cannot be denied but that many true ma~
thematicians and phyficians have paffed for magicians iz -
~ the duller ages of the world; but as to this, there is now
" no fear, fince learning hath fo fufficiently illuminated the
world, fo as to dittinguifh betwixt thefe two. But I am
fill jealous of thefe fages who were frequented by fami.
Har fpirits, though they were otherwife very excellent
men, fuch as Porphir, Jamblicus, Plotin, and others, wha
pretended by the purity of their lives to be fo fpiritual,
as to deferve the friendfhip of fpirits : for befides that the
primitive fashers and doctors Bof the church have teftificd
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againl fuch as mer: maziciane,  Ttis no for:"isinh
how thole fpirits that frequeatel them could be go.d,
fince they were tempted to fall from the true religion ta
paganifm, and did offer fuch facrifices as the true God
did ncver allow ; and if fuch impoftures were allowed, it
were ealy for amy to defend themiclves, being truly
witches. i -

) IL. Albeit witcheraft be the greatelt of (rimes, fince
it includes in it the grofflvlt of herefies, and blafphemies,
and treafons againlt God, in preferving to the Almighty
his rebel and enemy, and in thinking the devil worthicr
of being ferved and reverenced, and is accompanied with
murder, poifoning, beftiality, and other horrid crimes:
Yet [ conclude on'y from this, that when witchis are
found guilty, they Mould be mofl fevercly panithed, not
with fcourging and banifhment, as the cultom of Savoy
was related to be by Gothofred, hac tit. but by the moit
ignominicus of deaths. Yet from the horvidnefs of this
crime, [ do conclude, that of all crimes it requires the
clearcht relevancy, and moft convincing probation.  And
I condemn, next to the witches themf{lves, thole cruel and
too forward judzes, who burn perfons by theufinls as
guilty of this crime, to whom 1 fhall recommead thefe
corfiderations.

1. That it is not prefumable that any wha hear of the
kindnefs of Gud to men, and of the devil’s malice againit
them,of the rewards of heaven, and torments of hell, would
. deliberately enter into the fervice of that wicked fpirit,
whom they know to have no riches to beftow, nor power
to- help, except it be allowed by permiffion that he
may tempt men: and that he being a liar from the be-
ginning, his premifes deferve na belicf, efpecially fince .
in no man’s experience he hath ever advantaged any per- .
fon: whereas on the contrary, his {ervice hath brought
all who enteted init to the ftake. '

2. Thofe poor perfons who are ordinarily accufed of
this crime, are poorignorant creatures, and oft-times wa«
men who undecltand not the nature of what they are agy

.
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cufed of- and many miftike their own fears a: 1d appra-

henlions for witcheraft 3-of which I fhail give you two
inftances, one of a poor weaver, who, after he had con-
fefled witcheraft, being afked how he faw the devil, he
anfwered, *like flies dancing about the candle.” Ano-
ther of a woman, who afked ferioufly, when the was
accufed, if a woman mlght be a witch and not knuw it 2
And it is dangerous that thefr:, who are of all others the
moft ﬁ'np.e, fhould be tried for a crime, whu.h of all
others is moft myfterious.

3. Thefe poor creatures, when they are defamed, become
fo confoupded with fcar, and-the clofe prifon in which
they are kept, and fo ftarved for want of meat and fleep,
(either of which wants is enough to dilerder the ftrongelt
reafon) that hardly wifir and more ferious people thea
they would efcape diftraltion: and when wen ave con-
founded with fear and apprehenfion, they will imagine
things very ridiculous and abfurd; and as no man would °
- efcape a profound melancholy upon fuch -an occafion, and
amidft fuch ufages; therefore I remit to phyficians and
others to confider what may be the effefls of melancholy,
which hath oft made men, who appeared otherwife folid
enough, imagine they were horfes, or had loll their
nofes, &c. And fince it may make men err in thmgs
which are obvious to their fenfes, what may be
expe&ed as to things which tranfcend the wifcfl mens
reafon.

4. Moft of thefe poor creatures are tortured by their
keepers, who being perfuaded they do God good fervice,
think it their duty to vex and torment poor prifoners s
and ] know ex certiffima fcientia *, that moft of all that
ever were taken, were tormented after this manner, and
this ufage was the ground of all their coufeffion; and
albeit the poor mifcreants cannot prove this ufage, the
a&ors being the only witnefles, yet the judge fhould be
afraid. of it, ag that which at firft did elicit the confd’ﬁon,
and for fear of which they dare not retrad it

= . *Fromcertain Kaowledgt, -
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§. Twent when [ wasa juitice-depute to exanine fome
women who had confeffed judicially, and cae of them,
who was a filly creature, told me under fecrecy, that fh=
had not confefled becaufe fhe was guilty, but being a poor
ereature, who wrought for her meat, and being defamed
for a witch, fhe knew fhe would ftarve, for no perfon

_thereafter would either give her meat or lodgiag, and
that all men would beat her, and hound dogs at her, and
that therefore fhe defired to be out of the world ; where«
upon fhe wept moft bitterly. and upon her knees called
God to witnefs what fhe faid. Anether told me that the
was afraid the devil would challenge a right to her, after
fhe was faid to be his fervant, and would haunt her, as
the minifter faid when he was defiring her to confefs ; and
therefore fhe defived todie.  And really minifters are oft.
times indifcreet in their zeal, to have poor creatures to

confefs in this; and I recommend to judges, that the

" wifelt minifters fhould be fent to them, and thofe who are-
fent, fhould be cautious in this. '

6. Many of them confefs things which all divines con:
clude impoffible, as tranfmutation of their bodies into
beafts, and moncy into ftones, and their going through
clofe doors, and a thoufand ot!.er ridiculous things, which- -
have no truth nor exiftence but in their faocy. :

7. The accufers here are mafters, or neighbours who-
had their children dead, and are engaged by grief to
fufpe& thefe poor creatures. 1knew one likewife burned
becaufe the lady was jealous of her with her hufband ¢
and the crime is fo odious that they are never affifted or
defended by their relations.

8. The witoeffes and affizers are afraid that if they
tfcape, that they will die for it, and therefore they take
an unwarrantable latitude.  And [ have obferved that
fcarce ever any who were accufed before a country affixe
of neighbrurs did efcape that trial. S

9. Commiffions are granted ordinarily to gentlemen,
and others iri the country who are fufpe&ted upon this ac. -
count ; asd who arc met cxadtly caough acquaigged witly
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the nature of this crime, which is fo debateab‘e amongft
the moft learnzd ; nor have the pannels any to plead for
them, and to take notice who are led as witnefles ; fo
that .nany are admitted who are teftes inhabiles *, and
fufpeéted : and albeit their confeflions ate fent to, and ad-
vifed by the counlel before fuch commiflions be granted,
yet the counfel cannot know how thefe confeflions were
emitted, nor all the circumftances which are neceffary and
cannot be known at a diftance. Very many of thefe
poor filly women do re-feal at the ftake from the confef-
fions they emitted at the bar, and yet have died very pe-
nitent : and as it is very prefumable that few will accufe-
themfelves, or confefs againft their own life, -yet- very
many confefs this crime.

11I. The method I fhall ufe in treating of this crime
fhall be, 1. Upon what fufpicion witches may be appre-
hended. 2. What judges are competent. 3. What
- ditties are rclevant. 4. What probation is {ufficient.

§. What is the ordinary pnaithment. -Asto the firlt, T
know it is ordinary in Stotland not only that magiftrates
do apprchend witches almoft upon any dilation, but even
gentlemen, and fuch as are mafters of the ground, do
likewife make them prifoners, and keep them {o till they
" tranfmit them at their pleafurcto jultices of peace, ma.
giftrates, or fome open prifons.  But all this procedure
1s moft unwarrantable. For gentlemen, and fuch s are
vefted with no authority, thould upon no account, witl-
outa fpccial warrant, apprehend any upon [ufpicion that-
they are witchies, fince to apprehead is an 2& of jurife
di&ion ; and thercfore I think no prifon fhould receive
any as fufpeded of witchcraft, until th y know that the
perfon offered to them, be applehended by lawful authn-
rity. 2. Since imprifonment is a punithment, and con<
ﬁantly attended with much infamy to the name, and de-
tr iment to the affzirs of him avho is 1mpr|fo aed, efpecially
in witcheraft, [ do conclude, that there mufl foue pre-

* Improper witnafles.,
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fumption precede- all inquifition. For the meaneft de-
grees of inquifition, though without captor, does fome-
what defame; and that the perfon fhould not be
apprehended, except it appear; by the event of the
inquifition, that fhe lics under either many or pregnant
fufpicions ; fuch as that fhe is defamed by other witches;.
that the hath been herfelf of an evil fame ; that fhe hath
been found charming, or that the ordinary inftruments of
charming be found ia her houfe. And according to
Delrio’s opinion, lib. v. fe&. ii, ad aflumendas informa-
tiones, fufficiunt levia judicia, fed gravia requiruntur ad:
hoc ut citetar reus, &-ut judex fpecialiter inquirat *.

IV. Witchcraft was crimen utriufque fori,} by the
canon law ; and with us the kirk feffions ufed to-inquire
into it, in order to the fcandal; and to take the
confeflion of the parties, to receive witneffes againft
them ; ‘as is clear by the procefs of Janet Barker and
Margaret Lawder, December gth 1643. But fince fo-
much weight is laid upon the depofitions there
emitted, kirk-feflions (hould be very cautious in their
procedures. S ,

By the a&tof parliament Q. M. ¢ parl. 73. a&. Alf
fheriffs, Tords of regalitics, and their deputes, and all
other judges having power to execute the fame, are ore
dained to execute that a& againft witchcraft ; which can
import no more, but ’that they fhould concur to the
punithment of the crime, by apprehending, or imprifon.
ing the party fufpe&ted : but it doth not follow, that bee
caufe they may concur, that therefore they are judges
competent to the cognition of the crime; fince the
relevancy in it is oft-times fo intricate, and the procedure
requires neceflarily fo much arbitrarinefs, and the punith.
ment is {o fevere, that thefe confiderations jointly fhould
appropriate the cognition thercof folely to the juftice

~* In order to take information, light trials fuffice, but particular
-onesare required to this one, that the perfon accufed be fummoned,
and that the judge may make fpecial enquiry.
® Crime examinable by both courts,
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cowrt. Nor find I any.inflances wherein thefe inferior
.courts have tried this crime.  And albeit the council do
oft-times grant- commiffions -to countrymen, yet that
Heems dangerons ; nor can I fee why, by exprefs a& of
parliament, it fhould have been appointed, that ne com-
miffion theuld be granted for trying murder, and yet
-witchcraft fhould be -fo tried by commiffions. The
juttices then are the proper judges in witchcraft. ,
© V. As to the relevancy in. this.crime, the firft article
ufeth to be pa&ion .to ferve the devil, which is certainly
.relevant per fe, without any addition, as is to be fcen
in all the indi@ments, efpecially in that of Margaret
Hutchifon, Auguft 1oth 1661. And by Delrio, carpz.
P- t. queft. 47. and others; but becaufe the devil ufeth
“to appear in the fimilitude of a man, when he defireth
thefe poor creatures to ferve him ; therefore they fhould
-be interrogate, if .they knew him -to be the devil when
 they condefcended to his fervice. - )

Pa&ion with the devil is divided by the lawyers, in
.exprefflum & tacitum, an exprefs and tacit paétion. Ex,
_prefs pa&ion -is p;rforthé’dp cither-by a formal premife
given to the devil then prefent, or by prefenting a -fupe
_plication to him, or by giving the promife to a proxy or
- commiffioner empowered by the devil for.that efled,
“which is ufed by fome who dare not fee himfelf. The
formula fet down by Delrio, is, 1 deny God,, creator of
:heaven and carth, and I adhere to thee, and believe in
thee.” But by the journal books .it appears, that the
“ordinary form of exprefs pattion eonfeffed by our witnefs
.is a fimple promife to ferve him. Tacit paction iseither
"whena perfon who hath made no exprefs paétion, ufeth
“the words or figns which forcerers ule, knowing them to
be fuch, cither by their ‘baaks, or-difcourfe; and this is
.condemned -as forcery, Can. 26. queft. §. and is relevant
"to infer the crime of witchcraft, or to ufe thefe words and
Afigns, andthough the  ufer know them not to be fuch ; it
is no crime, if the igndrance be probable, and if the ufer
be content to abftain, Delrio, lib. ii. queft. 4.

i
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V1. Renouncing of baptifm is by Delrio made an effe&
of paflion, yet with us it is per fe * relcvant, as was found
in the former procefs of Margaret Hutchifon; and the
folemnity conteffed by our witches, is by putting one
hand to the crown of the head, and another to the fole
of the foot, renouncing their baptifm in that polture.
Dclrio tells us, that the devil nfeth to baptife them of
new, and to wipe off their brow the old baptifm : and our
witches confefs always the giving them new names, which
are very ridiculous, as Red-fhanks, Sergeant, &e.

VIIL. The devil’s mark ufeth to be a great article with us,
but it is not per fe found relevant, except it be confefled
by them, that they got that mark with theirown confent;
quo cafu t, it is equivalent to a padtion. This mark is
given them, as is alledged, by a nip in any part of the
body, ard it is blue; Delrio callsit ftigma, or charadter,
lib. ii. queft. 4. and alledges that it is fometimes like the
impreflion of a hare’s foot, or the foot ef a rat, or fpider,
Lv. fe&. 4. num. 28. Some think that it is impcflible
there can be any mark which is infenfible, and will not
bleed ; for all things that kve muft bave blood, and " fo
this place behoved both to be dead and alive at once, and
behoved to live without, 'al;'ment ; for blood is the aliment
of the body ; but it is very eafy to conceive that the devil
may make a place infenfible at a time, or may apply
things that may fqueeze out the blood. :
his mark is difcovered among us by a pricker, whofe
trade it is, and who learns it as other trades; but this is
a horrid cheat; for they alledge that if ke place bleed
not, or if the perfon be not fenfible, he or fheis infallibly
a witch. Butas Delrio confefles, it is very hard to know
any fuch mark, & nevo, glavo, vel impertigine natural;
and there are many pieces of dead flefh which are infenfible

even in living bodics; and a villain who ufed this tiade"

with us, being in the year 1666, apprehended for other

" * By itfelf. + In which cafe.
-} From a mark, or a natural infenfikility.

~
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villanies, did confefs all this trade to be a mere cheat.

VIII. Threatening to do mifchief, if any evil follow im-
mediately, hath been too ordinarily found a relevant
article to infer witchcraft with us. Thus Agnes Finnie
was purfued in anno 1643, upon the general article of
having witched feveral perfons, and particularly for thefe
articles, 1. That William Fairlie having nick-named
and called her Annie Wianie, the fware in rage he thould
go halting home, and within twenty-four hours he took
a palfy. 2. That Beatrix Nifbit refufing to pay the faid
Agnes the annual rent of two dollars owing by HeQor
Nifbit her father, fhe told her fhe thould repent it, and
within an hour thereafter fhe loft her tongue, and the
power of her right fide. 3. That Janet Greintoun having
refufed to carry away two herrings fhe had bought
from the faid Agnes, and to pay for them, fhe told her
it fhould be the laft meat fhe theuld eat, and within &
little after fhe fell fick : againft which articles it was there
alledged that this libel was not relevant, and could not go
to the knowledge of an inqueft. 1. Becaufe no means
were condefcended upon from which the witchcraft was
inferred; and if this libel were relevant, it would be re-
levant to libel generally that the pannel were a witch.
1. Affizersare only judges to the matter of fa&, and not
to what confifts in jure*; but fo it is, that if this libel were
-to pafs to the knowledge of an inqueft, all the debate im
jure behoved to be before the affize before whom the
pannels procurators behoved to debate how far minz &
damnum fequutum+? are relevant, and how far any perfen.
is punifhable a8 a witch, though ne charms or other
means commonly ufed by witches be condefcended
upon ; and as to the threatenings, they were not relevant,
feeing they had not all the re?uiﬁtes which are exprefled
by the do8ors as requifite, for they were not fpecific,

tInlaw, $ Threatening andé damage following thereon.

3



Jbraring the promife to do a particular ill, as' that Fairlie
Jhould take a palfy, or Nifbit lofe her tongue. 2. There
was not a preceding reafon of eamity proved, nor is
it probable that for fo fmall a matter as a herring,
.or the annual rent of two dollars, fhe would have killed
any perfon, and expofed herfelf to hazard ; .nor was the
£ffe&t immediate, nor fuch as could have proceeded from
any other natural caufe, without all which had concurred.
Delrio, lib. 5. Te& 3. is very clear, that minz etiam cum
damno fequuto*, are not fo much as a_prefumption: but
“though all thefe did concur, it is very clear, both from
Delrio, ibid. and Farin. queft. 5. num. 37. Thatall thefe
threatenings are not fufficient to infer the crime of witch-
‘craft. Laftly, it was offered to ‘be proved, that fome of
thefe perfons died of a natural difeafe, depending upon
caufes préceding that threatening : notwithftanding of all
which, the libel was fonnd relevant, and the was burned.
But I think this decilion veryhard, and very contrary to
the opinion ‘of all received writers, who think, that albeit
‘minz be adminiculatzt with all the former advantages,
& probatz de ea qua folet minas exequi}, yet the fame
are only fufficient to infer an arbitrary punifhment, nat
“corporal, but pecuniary ; and certainly fuch a wicked
_cuftom as threateaning, is in itfelf a trime: and thus it
‘was only well found to be crimen in fuo generef, in the
“procefs led againft Katherine Ofwald, Nov. 11th 1629.

* 1X. 8ometimes articles are libelled, wherein the malefice
“hath no dependence at all upon the means ufed : and thus
it was libelled againft Margaret Hutchifon, Auguft
2oth 1661. That John Clark’s wife being fick, the
,came to the bed fide when all the doors and windows
were faft, and combed her head feveral nights ; and the
laft of thefe nights fhe came to the bed fide, and put her
“hand to the woman’s pap; whereupon the child died,
swhich article was found relevant per fe. And it wash-

* Even threatening with following damage. ' 1 Threits attefted.
1 And proven concerning-her who was accuftomed to exccute
thele threatenings, § Crie in its own kind. '
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Belled againft Jamet Cock, September 7th 161, that -

“woman called Spindie being at enmity with her, fhe gave

her a cuff, whereupon Spindie immediately diftratted ;
and being reproved therefore by the minifter of Dalkeith,
he immediately difirafled’; which article was likewife
found relevant, being joined with fame and delation -
which decifions are in my opinion very dangerous, for
they want a fure foundation, almd are precedents whercby |
judges ‘may bhecome ver{. arbitrary. And againft thefe
I'may oppone a third allegiance ufed in the former pro-
cefs againlt Agnes Finnie, wherein it was alledged, that/
the conclufion of all criminal libels fhould be neceffarily
inferred from the deed fubfumed, and that conclufie
femper fequitur debiliorem partem : nam libellus eft {yle
logifmus apodiéticus, fed non probabilis *; and therefore
except the libel could condefcend upon. fome means
ufed by the pannel, from which the malefice were necefe
farily inferred, it could not be concluded that thefe ma«
lifices were done by her, or that fhe was guilty of the'
wrong dope, Thus Bodin, lib. 4. does conclude, that
veneficz non funt condemnanda licet fint deprelienfz cum
bufonibus, offibus, aliifque inftrumentis egredientes exovili”
licet oves immediate moriantur+ And Perkins, cap. 6,
afferts, that neither. defamation nar threatenings, albeit’
what is threatened does follow, nor mala famaf. nor the
defun@s laying the blame.of their death upon the perfon
accufed (called inculpatio by the dotors). can infer this
crime, though all thefc he conjoined ; for in his apinian,
nothing can be a fufficient ground to ¢ondemn a witch,’
except the pannel's own canfeflion, or the- depofitions’
of two famous witnefls, deponing upon means ufed by
the pannel. And ic is remarkable, that in the chapter

immediately fubfequent to that whercin witches are ars.

<® Thata eonclufisn always follows the weaker party, fora lihel’
is an apodi&tic fyllogifm, but is not atal. probabie. S
4 That witches are not to be condemned with toads, bones, av
other inltruments, ap.d unlefs the fheep die immediately whea they
go curof thefold, t Bad faéne. :
2
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dinarily to be put to death, God hath exprefly ordained
that ¢ out of the mouth of two or threc witneffes every
word fhall be eftablithed.” And in the procefs deduced
againft Ifobel Young for witchcraft, Feb. 4. 1629 and
againft Katherine O(wald, Nov. 11. 1629. This point
is likewife debated, it being libelled againit the faid Ka-
therine, that by her witchcraft fhe caufed a cow give
blood in ftead of milk, and caufed a woman fall and break
a rib in her fide. Againft which it was alledged, that
there was no neceflary conanexion there, inter terminum a
quo & ad quem inter caufam & cffeGtum®: but on the con-
trary, the cow’s giving blood for milk might proceed from
another natural caufe, viz. from lying upon.an ant or
emmet hill ; and therefore I think that becaufe we know
not what virtue may be in herbs, ftones, or other things
which may be applied, it were very hard to find cures
performed by the application of thefe, without the ufing
charms, or{pells, to be witchcraft: but when thefe- out-
ward applications are ufed to do hurt ; as for inftance, if
the faid Margaret Wallace, being at enmity with John |
Clark, and after fhe was forbidden to frequent his houfe,
" did continue to frequent the fame, and did throw in bloed
or any unufual thing upon his wife’s pap: if the child
who fucked the fame had thereafter died, I think this
article, joined with preceding defamation of her by ago-
ther witch, might have been found relevant, becaufe the
wasthereinreillicita . And fince the law cannot know
exa@ly what efficacy there is in natural caules, it may
very well difcharge any fuch fuperfitious forbidden aéts, as
it pleafes, under the pain of witchcraft. Nor can thefe
who are accufed, complain of {everity, fince fibi imputent }
that ufe thefc forbidden things againft the exprefs com-
mandment of the law : and therefore fince the law and
pra&ice hath forbidden all charms, it is moft juit that
thefe who ufe the fame fhould be feverely punithed,

® There were no neceflary connexion exifted betwixt the caufe
and the effed. + la an unlawful way. } They may lay the
blameon themielves, 7 .

-
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whatever the pretext be upon which they are ufed, o,
after whatever way or manner, or to whatever end, whe.
ther good or bad.

X. Albeit per leg. 4 cod. de mal. & Math. thefe mas
gic arts are only condemned, which tend to the deftruétion
of mankind, but not'.thefe whereby men are cured, or
the fruits of the ground preferved ; yet I have oft-times
imputed this conftitution to Tribonian, who was a pagan
and a fevere enemy to chriftians, or elfe that it behoved
to be fo interpreted, or that thereby remedies, affited by

odly prayers were allowed, clfe what mean thefe words,
?uﬂ'ragia innocenteradhibita®*. Butfince laminformed from.
the ecclefiattic hiftorians, as Zozim. lib. 2. that Conftantine
was not yet turned chriftian when he paft that conftitutiong
buthoweverthisconititution is omitted in the Bafilicks; and
the Glofs fays, that oux Jexou sv T emenalus b5y it was not,
thought fit to be mentioned in the repurgation of the lawa
and that conititution was very well reprobated by Leo’s
65 novel. And by the canon law, tit, de forti-legiis 3.
and the general fan&ion of the former a&t of parliament -
leaves no place for this diftin@tion. = Suitable to all which,.
John Braugh was convi@ed for witchcraft, in anno 1643.
for curing heafts, by calting white ftones in water, and;
fprinkling them therewith ; and for curing women, by
wafhing their feet with fauth running water, and putting.
odd money in the water. Scveral other inftances are to-
be feen in the proceffes led in anno. 1661,  And the in..
flance of Drummond is very remarkable, who was burned,
for performing many miraculous. cures, albeit no maleficef-
was ever proved. N

X1. Confulting with witches is ‘a relevant ditty with,
us, as was found againft Allifon Jollie, per. O&. 1596,
and this is founded upon the exprefs words of the act.
The profefling likewife {kill in necromancy, or any fuch.
craft, is by the forefaid a® of parliament, a sclevant.

* Aids innorently ufed. . .
§ Malefice in the Scots law fienifics an' a& or ¢ffc& of witchcraft:

Cs



-~

- ‘ 22 .

article. For the full clearing of which a&, it is fit to
know that divination was ecither per dzmono-mantiam,
the invocation of pagangods, or nanganiam, which was the
prophecying for invocation of fome fublunary thing.
Magnanm is divided to necromantiam, which was a
prophecying by departed fpirits, udromantiam, which was
a divination by water, &c. All which fpecies and kinds
of divinations by any thing, is comprehended under the
general prohibition of necromancy, and fuch like a&s ; fo
that predictions and refponfes by the feive, and the fhear,
and by the book, and all fuch cheats and fpecies of for--
cery are punifhable by death in this a&. Yet thefe for-
bidden praétices may fometimes be excufed by ignorance,
or if it can be cleared, by circumftances, that the ufer de-
figned nothing but an innoccnt jeft or recreation, Delrio,
lib. 4. cap. 1+ quatt. 4, '
XII. The laft article in criminallibels ufeth ordinarily-
to be the being delated by other witches, which the
do&tors call diffamatio *, and we, common bruit, and open
fame, which are never fuftained as relevant per fe, but
only joined with other relevant articles ; as is to be feen
in the forefaid procefs of Margaret Hutchifon, though

think that interloquutor very fevere, fince if any of the

former articles be per fe relevant, they need not the
aflitance of fame and delation. Sometimes likewife,

" but with much more reafon, articles that are of them-

felves irrelevant, are fuftained relevant, being joined
with fame and delation: an example whereof is to be
feen in the oth article of the indiétment againft Janet
Cock, Sep. 7. 1661. In which article fhe was accufed
for having recovered a child by charms, with the help of

- another witch, which other witch had confefled the fame

when fhe was confronted with the faid Janet; likeas, both
of them were found lying above the child, whifpering
enc to another, and the blood of a dog was found ftand.

¥ Defamation,

Ceeed
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ing in a plate befide them ; which article was not foflain.
ed relevant per fe, but was found relevant, being joined
with fame and delation. . . :

XIII. The relevancy of this crime being thus difcuffed,
the ordinary probation of it is, by confeflion or witneffes ;
but the probation here fhould bevery clear,and it thould be
certain that the perfon who emitted it is not weary of life,
or opprefled with melancholy. 2. Albeit, non requiritur
hic ut conftet de corpore deliti *, this being a crime,
which confifts oft-times in animo +; yet it ought to be fuch
as contains nothing i it that is impoffible or improbable.
And thusalbeit, Ifobel Ramfaydid, upon the 20th of Aug.
1661, confefs that the devil gave her fixpence, and faid
that God defired himto give it her: and at another time
a dollar, which turnéd thereafter into a flate-ftone ; the
juftices did not find this confeflion, though judicial,
velevant. And to know what things are of themfelves
impoffible for the devil to do, or at leaft what is believed to
be impofiible, may be feen very fully treated of in Delrio’s
fecond book, where it is condefcended that fuccubi & in.
cubi funt poffibiles; id eft, that the devil may lie in the
fhape of a man with a woman, or in the fhape of a woman
with a man, having firt formed to himfelt a body of cona
denfed air ; and upon fuch a confeffion as this, Margaret
Lawder and others were convifted. It is likewife pofe

- fible for the devil to tranfport witches to their public
conventions, from one place to another, which he may
really do, by carrying them : and fundry witches were in
anno 1665, burned in Culrofs upon fuch a confeffion as
this. Co. '

XLV 1t may be, I confefs, argued, that fpirits and
immaterial fubftances cannot touch things material, and
confequently can neither raife nor tranfport them ; but if
we confider how the adamant raifes and tranfports the iron,

® Not required this as it may coaflitute the fubflance of the cxixﬁc,
- N 1' Ia the mindc
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and how the foul of man, which is a fpirit, can raife or
tran!port the body, and that a man’s voice, or a mufical
{ound is able to occafion great and extraordinary motions
in other men, we may eafily conclude, that devils who are
{pirits of far more energy, may produce effeéts furpafling
very far our underftanding. And yet | do not deny but
that the devil does fomctimes perfuade the witches that
they are carr.ed to places where they never were, making
thofe impreflions upon their fpirits, and acquainting
them what was done there, which is done by imprefliag
images upon their brain, and which images are carried ta.
the exterior {enfes by the animal fpirits, even as we fee
the air carries the fpecies of colours upon it, though in a
very infenfible way: and thus we fee likewife, that the
fumes of wine or melancholy will reprefent ftrange appari..
tions, and make us think them real. Norought it to be-
concluded that becaufe thofe witches are only tranfported.
in {pirit, or in dreams, that therefore they ought not to.
be punifhed, fince none can be punithed for dreaming ;-
and that becaufe thofe witches defire to. have thefe dreams,
aud glory in them when they are awake: nor have any
thefe dreams but fuch as have entered into a pregeding.
pa&ion. I know that the canon Epifcopi in the council
of Anacir, {or the Aquilean council, as others call it ) does.
condemn thefe tranfportations as {alfe, and mere delufions,
whichare imprefled upon the fancy of poorcreatures by the
devil, & cam folus fpiritus hec patitur, nec non in animo.
fed in corpore inveniri opinantur *, but that a& of that
council does not affertall tran{portations to be imaginary,,
and drcams, but only declares thofe who thought they
followed Dianaand Herodias to thefe public meetings, to
be altogether feduced; for thefe indeed were feduced;
for Herodias being dead long fince, could not be at their
meetings. But from that it is unjuitly concluded, that
there are no real tranfportations, there being {o many

# And when the fpirit of itfelf fuffers fuch things, &ey are fap=-
pofed to af:& the body as well as the mind, ' '
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inftances of thefe tranfportations given, both in facred
and profane ftory ; and perfons having been found wound-
ed, and having really committed murders and other info-
lencies, during thefe tranfportations.

XV. Whether it be peflible for a witch to caufe any
perfon be pofleffed, by putting devils into their body,
may be debated ; and that it is poffible, appears from the
hiftory of Simon Magus, and many others, and is teftified
to be true by St Jerome, in the life of. St. Hilarion.
And fince witches have confefled that there are devils who
obey one another, and that there are different degrees
amongft them; why may not thofe of an inferior degree
be forced, by virtue of a paltion with thofe of a fuperior
order, to poffefs men and women at the defire of witches ?
Witches themfelves have confefled that this hath been
done. And I find by a decifion of the parliament of Tho«
lodus, that devils have been heard to complain in thofe
that were poffefled, that they were put there by the en.
thantment of fuch and fuch women : But upon the other
hapd, it is not to be imagined that devils would obey
mortal creatures, or that God would leave fo great a |

“power to any of them to torment poor mortals: and the
devil, who is a har from the beginning, is not to be be-
lieved, in-faying that he is put there by enchantments ;
and though he makes fuch promifes to witches, yet he
does in thefe but cheat them ; and if the devil could pof-
fefs at pleafure, we would fee many more poflefled than
truly there are. ,

XVI. The devil cannot make one folid body to penes
trate another, quelt. 17. and therefore I think that article
libelled agaiyit Margaret Hutchifon, of coming to John
Clark’s houfe, when doors and windows were fhut, fhonld
not have been admitted to probation, fince it is very pro- -
bable they would have fearched the houfe after the fecond
or third night’s fear ; and fhe could not penetrate doors
nor walls.

'XVIL The devil cannot transform one fpecies into
another, as'2a-woman into a cat, for clfe he behoved to
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annihilate fome of the fubftance of the woman, or create-
fome more fubftance to the cat, the one being much more-
than the other; and the devil can neither annihilate or
create, nor could he make the fhapes return, nam non-
datur regreflus a privatione ad habitum * ; but if we con-

fider the ftrange tricks of jugglers, and the ftrange ap-

paritions that Kercher and others relate fram natural’
caufes, we may believe that the devil can make a woman

appear to be a beaft, & ¢ contra , by either abufing the-
fenfe of the beholders, or altering the medium, by in-

clofing them in the fkin of the beaft reprefented, or by

inclofing them in a bady of air, fhaped like that which he-
would have ‘them reprefent, and the ordinary relation-
of the witneflés, being waunded when thebealt was wound."
ed, in which they were changed, may be likewife true,

either by their being really wounded within the body of -
airin which they were inclofed, or by the devil’s infliting

that wound really himfelf, which is Delrio’s opinion..
But it would feem hard.to condemn any perfon upon the

confeffion of what feems almoft impoffible in itfelf: and [

cannot allow inftances in the journal books, where poor

creatures have been burned upen fuch confeffions, without-
other ftrong adminicles. :

XVIII. The devil may make brutes to fpeak, or at.
leaft fpeak out of them, queft. 18: ‘

He can alfo raife ftorms in the air, and calm thefé that
are rafed, quef. 11. And yet it being libelled againit
Janet Cock, that fhe faid to thefe who were car-ying a -
witch to be executed, “ Were it not a good fport if the
devil fhould tuke her from you;” likeas, a great ftorm did.
‘overtake them when they were carrying her to the place,
it having been a great calm both before and after ;
yet -this article was not fultained relevant, fince it
might have proceeded from folly, or jek, or vana
ja&antia }. '

x

¢ When the fhape isdefiroyed, it is impoeflible to reflore it,
t Oatheother kand.  § Vain hoalting.  ;
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XIX. The devil may infli& difeafes, which is an ef-
£e& he may occafion applicando ativa paffivis *, and by
the fame means he may likewife cure: a clear inftance
whereof appears in the -marriage-knot. And not only
may he cure difcafes laid on by himfelf, as Wierus ob-
ferves, but even natural difeafes, fince he knows the na-
tural caufes an¢ the origin of even thofe natural difeafes,
‘better than phyficians can, who are not prefent when
difeafes are contrafied, and who being younger than he,
muft have lefs experience. And it is as untrue, that Di-
vus Thomas obferves, who afferts that cures performed by
.the devil cannot continue, fince his cures are not natural.

And fince he both may make fick, and may make whole,
it follows that he may transfer a difeafe from one perfon
-to another. And I find that it being libelled againft
Margaret Hutchifon, that fhe took a difeafe off a woman
to put it on a cat: it was. alledged that this article was
.not relevant ; becaufe, 1. Una faga non poteft effe lig-
ans & folvens in codem morbof. 2. That in fuch tranf-
.a&ions as thefe, the devil never ufed to iaterpofe his
kill, except where he was a gainer ; and therefore though
he would transfer a difeafe from a brute beaft to a ratienal
.creature, yet he would never transfer a difeafe from a
rational creature to a brute beaft. both thefe defences
were repelled. Many witches likewife confefs that they
_cannot cure difeafes, becaufe they are laid on by witches
of a fuperior order, who depend upon {pirits of a higher

_degree.

Some think that they may innocently employ a witch
to take. off the difeafc impofed by another; and lay it
upon the witch who impofed it, even as men may inno-
cently borrow money from a ufurer, to be employed for
_pious ufes, or may caufe an infidel fwear by his falfe gods,
for eliciting truth: and that in this maoner devils are
rather punifhed than ferved. But fince all commerce

_t By applying z@ives to paflives, .
+#. The fame witch canuot both caufc and cure a difeafe.
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with devils is unlawful, this prattice is jofily re-
‘probated by D. Autun, p. 2. difcourfe 48. But
yet it is thought lawful to all who are bewitched, to
defire the bewitchers to take off the difeafe, if it can be
removed without a new application to the devil, but only
-by taking away the old charm; or it is lawfal to any
to remove the charm or fign of it, if it be in their power,
D. Antus. pag. 825.

XX. Witches may kill by their looks, which looks be-
ing full of venomous fpirits, may infe& the perfon upon
whom they look, and this is called fafcinatio phyfica, fed
fafcinatio vulgaris, que dicitur fieri per oculos tenerorum
puerorum vel parvorum porcorum vana eft & ridicula, Del.

© lib. 3..q. 4. fe&. 1.

I know there are who think all kinds of fafcination by
the eyes, cither an effeét of fancy in the perfon affe@ed,
or elfe think it a mereillufion of the devil, who perfuades

“witches that he can beftow upon them the power of killing
by looks, or elfe the devil really kills, and afcribes it falfe-
Iy to their looks : whereas others contend, that by the
received opinion of all hiftorians, men have been found to
be injured by the looks of witches: and why may not
witches poifon this way, as well as the Bafilifk doth:
or why may not the fpirits in the eye affe@ as well asthe
breath ? or why may not looks kill as well as raife paf-
fions in the perfon looked upon? nor can it be denied
but that blearednefs is begot by blearednefs; and that
menftruous women will fpoil a mirror by looking upon it.

- Likeas there feems even fome ground for it in fcripture ;

for, Dent. 28 g4. ¢ !t is faid thata man’s cyes fhall be evil
towards his brother *  And fome likewife endeavour by
confequence from Matths 2o. 15. “Is thine eye evil :*’ the

. word gasxanw fignifying in fcripture both to bewitch and

to envy. Some likewife think that St. Paul, Gal. 3. 1.
alludes to this received opinion, but copje&ure doth fo

® Natural witcheraftis the cffe&s of natural capfes, but that which
is prloduccd by the eyes of certain perfons or aniniais, is vain and rie
diculous. .
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mach oyer-rule, all tlris affair, that it were hard to fix
erimes upop.fo, flender, grounds; and therefore though
where witches confels that they did kill by their looks,
their confellion and belief may, if:they be otherwife of a
found judgment, mpke a very confiderable part of a
crime, where it is joined with- other probabilities, yet per
fe it is hardly relevapt. . . . T
.~ XXI..It may be alfo doubted whether witchescan by
v,morotia;!pétib‘,qq' .nchant men or women to dove; and
though jt.mdy feem_ thas thefe being acts of the foul,
cannot be Taifed by any corporeal means, yet L. 4. c. de.
Malef. & Mathemat. makes this poffible, and punifhable,
eqrum {cientia punienda, & feveriffimis mento legibus
vindicanda, qui magicis-a¢cin&i artibus pudicos «d libi-.
dinem'de fixifle animos deteguntur® 1 but this law fpeaks
6niy' of Tuft, and nat of love, as [ conceive. Nor can it
be dénied, 'but that not only witches, but even naturalifts
may give potions that may incline men-or women to luft.
Amd thercfore the queftion fill remains, whether witches
may incline men or wamea by potions to a fancy andr
kindnels forany particular perfon; and though potions
may incline men to madnefs, yet it doth not follow that
therefare they may incline them to leve. And though
D. Autun doth bring many arguments from hiftory, and
pretends.that the devil may raj%e and excite the old fpecies
of love which lies hiddea in the body, and may thereby
form a paffion, yetthefe are too conjectural grounds to
be the fgur@aﬁpn of a criminal fentence. The Bafilicks
make the punifliment of this to be deportation, and fo
fupplies the former law. B )
XXI11I. Witches do likewife . torment mankind, by
making images of clay or wax, and when the witches -
prick or punce thefe 1mages, the perfons whom thefe
images reprefent, do find extreme torment, which doth

* The feveral punifhments ought to bc? infli&ed on thofe, whe,
by magic arts, force chafte perfons to the commiflion of a&s of im-

pariey. o
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mot proceed from'any influence ‘tﬁéfe‘!"mi fes ‘Nave npos
the body tormented, but the devil doth by niyural means
raife thefe ‘tofments in the petfori fotmiented, at the fame
very time that the witchés do prick or punce, or hold to
the fire thefe images-of clay or waxy which manner of
‘torment was lately confeffed by fome witches in ‘In'yei'neféi
who likewife prodyced the images, and if was'w l‘ﬁﬁtmh
t)icy'!u’atbc:l_ the perfon Who was’torfhélited, Md* poh a -
confeflion fo adminiculate, ﬁk&h&sfﬁ%j‘ytf}f{l\fd}déuf!y{ be
found guilty, fince conffar’de 'dorpore dF{fc “de ’#x’dao de
linquepdi & inimicitijs praevia®, ~ ° 7 2o T T
XIIL It is ordinarily doubted whether confeflibns
€mitted before the kirk fcffiobs in.this cafe Be foffiti¢dt :
but this 1 have treated’ moré’fully in the title of proba’
tipn by confeffion.  Only here F )l ‘obférve, thit CRyils
tian Stewart was found' art apd prt &f the beiwitching
Patrick Ruthven, byTaying’oh hima p;e:{%h%kﬁéfg with

a black clout, which the Herfelf tiad tordftlféd betore: f¢:
vera] minifters, notaries; and others, at ive ie times i all
which confeflions were proved ; and dpoh theft ‘¢peated
© confeffjons the was burned, Nov. ‘15¢6.7 Margargt’ Law.
der was conyi&ed upon confeflion emittéd before the ma.
giftrates and - minifters of Edinburgh, ‘elbeit paff from jn
judgment, Dec. 9. 1642. fee’that book of adjoyrnal, pag’
349. And ifthe confeffion be not fully 'z_xamipicn,lat"e‘,"la?"'.
yers advife that conféffors thould be fubjedted. g the 'tor
‘ture, which is not ufual in Scotland. ~ A'nd it i§ very
obfervable that the juftices would hot put Jamés Welth
to the knowledge of an irqueft, though he had confcfled
himfelf 3 witch before the prubytery of Kix;l{‘cuﬁyfg?\f,
becaufe he was minof wheil e codfeflled the ciime, an
the confeffion was only ‘extrd:judicfal,’ and that he now
retratted the fame} but bécaife he had fo ;‘{rpfef “préva-
ricated, and had delated fo ‘many Koneft petfons, thty -
crdained him to be fcourged and put in the cqrre@ion

_*Itisevident from the nature of the crime mentioned 'ju(tvpox‘,:_
of sheir hatred and previous maligg. - R

1
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Boufe, April 17th 1662. . Itwas proved agaiuft Margaret

"t |

Wallace,, March zo. 1622. that the faid that if it could
be proved that.fhe was in. Greg’s houfe, fhe fhould be
guilty of .all the Jditty 3 and. therefore it being proved
‘that the was ip, Greg’s ‘houfe, that probation was aljedged
by the advocate to be equivalent to aconfcffion, as was
found ‘againtt Patrick €heyn: to which it was replied,
‘that this could-amount to no more than a liey and in my
‘©pinion, it could not have evgn the Rrangth. of an extra.
Judicial confeffion, but ratherimported a denialof the erime.
" XRXIV. The probation by witaels in this srime is very
‘difficult, and theretore foaii criminds *, or atlier confefling
‘Witches are adduced.; but \hough many of them concur,
their depofitions folely, are not efteemed as fufficient, ne
'vel ad penaam extraordinariam_ imponendam +, though
‘fome think the {ame fufficient to that end, becaufe of that
‘reneral brocard, ek multiplicasis indiciis debilibus refult.
‘are indicia indubitata, Bug Delrio alferts. that the coa-
JdeQtion of fuch tefimonies i not fullicient, “nuhgaass
enim?, " {4ith he, “quze 'fu natyra- dabia fant pofiua:
“facere rem indubitatem ut mec miufta agraunum fanum
_Reg multa non alba .unus album nec multa tepida unum cal-
Yidum f. * And that the'teltimony of one confefing witch
was pot found fufizient to file the pannel, - is clear by the
‘procefs of Allilan Jollie, who " #yas afluileied pen. O&.
‘1596. albeit Janet, Hepburn, another witch confeft that
‘the faid Alifon had 19ah£&f her bewjtch” Ifobel Hepbura,
whergof fhe died’; but though ‘witcherait cangot be proved
per focios criminis §; th'oug%i dying and pénitent witches,
‘yet it may be doubted if  the ¢onfulting witches, may
not be proved by two withes who were confulted : for if
‘this be not afufficiéat p’rob:at:on,“'it' would be impofiible
do proye confulting 2oy othey mapuer f wayy - .

“ Accgﬁflices in the cfime. '’ '}‘két‘ t.{) im E::fcji"x(.i}a})rld'inﬁry
ru‘fﬁiﬂxiﬁém’s v LY A hbitkule of weak c\ydt‘:dcés ‘can ' taver
-eftablifh brie undoubted fa&k, as taddy fick canhot myake oné in hralth,
nor maiy black fizuresa white vae, for many cold {ubltances.a

warmooge.- - § Byacgomplices in the crime..
a R . .l .D 2 -
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The perfons to whom the injurics ‘are’ done by the
witches, are admitted to be witneffes : thus Kathering
Wardlaw was admitted again(t Margaret Hutchifen ; but
fometimes they are only admittéd cum nota, if the pro-
bation be not otherwife weak, and thius William Young
and Agnes Hutchifon were only admitted cum nota, a-
"gainft Beatrix Leflie, Auguft (66r. And in that pro-
cefs likewife they received only Agnes Rofs cum nota,

becaufe the was the miftrefs of the two women who were-

maleficiat. Neilfon was admitted to be an affizer againft
Margaret Wallace, though he was brotheriinlaw to
John Nicol, who had given information for raifing the
ditty, becaufe the ditty was not at Nicol’sinftance ; and
yet Starling was fet from being an affizer, becaufe Moor,
who was alledged to be one of the perfons maleficiat,
was his brother-in-law. March 2. 1622. Dickfon was
there likewife admitted to be an affizer, though he affifted

the bailie in taking her, which "was found the office .

of a good citizen, . and though he had deadly feud againft
her hufband, fince it was not'proved he'had any‘againft
herfelf. ' :

Women are received witnefles in this crime, as is clear

by the procefs againt Margaret Wallace, and all the
procefles in Augult 1661, The not thedding of tears
hath been ufed as a mark and prefumption of witchcraft,
Sprenger, mal. malef. p. 3. q. 15. becaufe it is a mark
of impenitence ; and becanfe feveral witches have confeffed
they could not weep : but the being accufed of fo horrid
a crime may occafion a deep. mcluncholy ; and melan-
choly being cold and dry, Hiuders the'fhedding “of
tears ; and great griefs do rather aftonift than make one
wee . » o ’ . a !
Xg(V. The punifiment of this érime is ‘withus death
ty the forefaid a& of parliament, to be exccute as well
againt the ufer as the feeker of any refponfe or confults-.
.tion, & de pratkica. The doom bears, to be wor-
ried at the ftake, and burned. -
By the civil law, conlulters were "punithed by death




i 5. c. de mafef. & mathem. hemo-arulpicem confulat,
‘aut mathematicum; nema ariolum;: angurum et- vatum
prava canfeflia nppticelcat fileat omnibus rer petuo divis
.nandi curielitas*. . In which law, - fortune-tellers are-alfo
_punifhable ;. though with us, dumb perfons who pretend
o foretell furuge events,.are nevéer puniffied . capitally.
‘But yet I have feen them tortared, by otder from the
_council, upon a reprefestation that they were: not truly
,dumb, but (feignipg themielves, to- be o) abuied 'and
cheated the people. - The forcfaid law is renewed in:the
tBamiCkS 1. ,%l h, t. '}Gﬂslll' tgane TivE Raieny 10 EyiAde:
Hpovoy ol 3 XXaAomios xes 04 pudyos M?o 9 ROTEIS | TAIS, paYTIINIS IROLWY’
Fagsxgsoran, aArat 3¢ xiQurixn wn die w1 Ingoy, Trpamgin vwonsicboany i
“But Farin, ahd others t'hink,"that}vinre no perfon is. in--
-jured, death fould Yot be infliGted ; ‘and that imprifon-
ment abd bamihmént is now pratifed by all natious in that
-cafe, Bb.' 1! tom. '3; quélt. 20. ‘nuin. 89, & Clarus. fe&.
“herefis nuin. ult.  Buat ‘Perezeus thinks this too favour-
‘able a punifhihent, except the ufers of thefe curiqus arts.
‘were induced thereto, out of mére fimplicity, & fine dolp
malo §: but'with 'us no’ fuch' diitin&ion can be allowed by
the jufticed,’ who muft find all libels relevant, which bear
‘confulting “with ‘witches, and that ditty being -p'fovezi,
thty muit ¢ondeémn the panael to die; albeit Tthink the
‘eouncil ‘maraher the punifhment, . if it be clear that tl}e
ufer of thefe afls had no wicked defign nor. igtercourfe
with the devil therein, - : VL
XXVI. By the law of England, witchcraft wag of old
piinithed fometithes by death, and fometimes by exile ;
but 1. Jae. this following Ratute was made, which I here
fet down, becaufe'it is very fpecial. - .1 o

- i
* It fhall not be lawful for any one to confult a fortune-teller, or
one pretending to forstel events by any mathematical rules. for all
- their declaratior.s are criminal, and turiofity for diviv.ation ought td
be effcQually reftrained.. | | o
1 Let none feck advice by the art of divination, for the Chalde-
ans, and magicians, by no meaas difcoxer the truth, wherefore they
eught to be fubje&ted to capital punithment or public feourging,
$-Aand without any cvil dcﬁg‘nb - .
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- '¢€ If any perfon:or.perfons fhall ufe, pradtife, or exercife
.invocation or conjuration of ‘any evil and wicked fpirit,
- or fhall confult, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed or

reward, any evil or wicked fpirit ; to, or for, any intemt
.or purpofe, or take up any dead rhan, woman, or child,

out of his, her, or their grive, or any other place where

the.dead body refeth; ot the:fkin, bone, or-any part of a
- deat! perfon to.be imployed or ufed in any manner of
" witch-craft, forcery, charme,: or inchantment ; or fhall

ufe, praétife, or excrcife any witch-eraft, inchamtment,

charm, or forcery, whereby any perfon: fhall-be killed,
deftroyed, walted, confaumed, pined, or lamed, in his, or
her body, ‘or any part thereof : that then every fuch of.
“fender or effenders, their aiders, abbettery, and. counfel-
tors, being of ‘any the faid o¥crié'c, “duely and, Jawfully
“conviéted : and attainted, fhall fuffer, pains of death, as 2
Fellon, or feltons,dnd fhall lofe the priviledge, and, benefit
“of Clergie; and San&uary. Ifany perfon or perfons take
-ypon him or them, by witch-craft, incan{meut, charm, or

‘forcery, to telt'or declare, in what place any treafure of .

“Gold; or Silver, hould or might be found, or had in the
‘tarth,” or other fectet places : Or where ggods or ather
thingslph, or floln, are become? "Or whereby any cattell
‘or goofls of any perfon, fhall be‘defirayed, or.to hurt or

deltroyany perfon in his, or her body, albeit the fame be -

ot effefted or done ; being therefore Jawfully convidted, -

fhali for the faid offence fuffer Imprifonment by the fpace
of 4 whale {‘qa;, without baile or mainprife. Once tv},ry
quarter’ ‘of the year thefe Mouritebanks are to mount the
pillory,-and to ftand thereupon in . fome, Mercat ‘Toun
fix hours, and there to confeffe his' or her érrour, and
effence. -

i
»

¥
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' THE BEWITCHING

*

or

SIR GEORGE MAXWELL OF POLLOK. -

/ . - .
Account of Sir George Maxwilly and bis' fon Fobn.
’ T'aken from Criivfo(rd's‘h;(l.qry qf the fhire of chfl'cw (

s

o

~ « Mr. GEORGE MAXWELL of Pollok, obtained
the honour of knighthood from King Charles Lf. He was
a gentleman of fingular accomplifhments, and juflly
efteemed a perfon eminent for piety, learning, and other
good qualifications, Sir George deceafed amno’ 1677.
‘To whom fucceeded John his fon-and heir ; which John
was raifed to the dignity of baronet, by king Charles I1d%
letters patent, bearing date, at Whitchall, the 12th of
April 1682 He was, by King William, nominated one
“of his privy council for Scotland, upon the firft conftitu-
tion thereof ; and afterwards, in the year 1666, was ap-
pointed one of ‘the lords commiffioners of the treafury of
exchequer ;- and, in 1699, cenftituted one of the fenators
of the college of juftice, and lord juftice clerk.”

Letter which Sir John Maxwell of Pollgk fent to George

Sinclair, profeffor of philofophy in the college of

* . Glafgow, along with-the account of the bewitching of
- his father, - JRTE
-~ 8IR,. T ' " Polok, 24th Fume 1684,

I fcnd you herewith thé thue dccount my father caufed
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me write from his own mouth, which jg the {ureft re!atxon
I can give, either of his own ¢trouble, or. what concerns’
Janet Douglas, firt difcoverer of thefe piGtures. " There
fell out fome lefs material circumftances in the family,’
during her abode there, whereby it fully appeared, that
fhe knew what was donc in diftant places, and underftood
languages, Forinftance, when, a chapter in the Greek
New Teftament was read, fhe made us underftand by
figns what the purpofes were, (for at that time fhe was
dumb, whether really or countcrfcltly, it is hard to de-
termine) and did exaétly givean account to myfelf what
we did at two miles diftant from the place where fhe
was, without any information given to her which I knew
of. I reft your affe@ionate friend,
Joux Maxwrrr.”
Taken from Sir George Maxwell’s account
of his being bewitched.

Upon the r4th of O&ober 1676, my father was.fur-
prifed at Glafgow, .in the night time, with a hot and
tiery diftemper; and coming home the next day, he was
fixed to his bed. The phyfician, fearing a pleuresy and
a fever, opened a vein, and the application of medica-
ments Leing made, the fiery heat was. abatcd ; he re-
maining for feven weeks together underagreat pain,
chiefly in his right fide, theugh not fixed to his bed.
There had come to Pollok- town a young dumb girl, but
from whence wag not known, who had remained there For
four weeks before, but feldom frequenting.Sir George
Maxwell’s houfe, till at' length fhe came to E)me more fa-
wiliarity and converfe with, his two da btcu And,
having obferved. Sir George fick and wcaﬁ in his body,
fhe ﬁgmﬁcd unto them, That there was a woman, whofe.
fon had broke his fruat-ym d, that did pnck him in
the fides.

And feeing this’ woman ome day o the hall of Pollok
amongflt a great many other company, fhe ‘affured his
daughter, that this was the woman ; and the day fallow-
mg, (he told the gcntlelnan, That this woman (whofe
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sanee was Jawet Mathie, reli@t of { fohn Stewart, undes. .
miller in Shaw-mill).had formed = wax piQure with ping
in the fide, which was to be foind in' herhoufe, ir a hole
‘behind the fire, offering to biing'it unto them, providing
fhe were accompanied with itén to prote& het from vio.
Tence. At firlt they hardly®naderftood her,: till the went
to one of the gentlewoman®tlofets, and bringing thence
a little bees-wax, fhe plyed'it'before the fire, fhewing the
dimenfions and quantity of the piurs. 'The gentlewos
man regarded not the information, becanfe they thought
it fabulcus: yet his two férvant$, Laurence Pollock, and
Andrew Martin, knowing’ how much'the girl loved thejr
mafter, and knowing that his life was in hazard, i this
pt&ure were net found, ‘refolvéd at-all adventures tq try
whether the information were trué or falle ; and theres
fore going along with h& ‘to the faid Janet Mathie’s
houfe, one of them planted himlelf on one fide of the firej
and the other on the other fidd, while, in the mean time,
the little girl coming quickly by:Laurence Pollock, pute
teth her hand in the hole B8itd-the fire, and then flips
into Andrew Martin beneath his cloak, the waxen effigy,
which had two pins in it, on¢'in‘each fide, but that in
the right fide, fo long.as to fierce through to. the other ;
that in the left was not fo long, nor fo- deeply thruft in.
“This piture being brought to Pollok,” Sir George’s fonm,
without acquainting his’ father, apprehended Jamet Mal
thie, ‘procuring the next day the Lord Rofs’s order for
conveying her to-prifon. She being interrogated touch.
ing the piture, “after feveral fubterfuges, ‘alledged, « It
was the deed of the dumb girl.” o '
It was alfo enquired, whether Sir George or his Lady
had given her at any time provocation to this malicé?
But it was well known, they had been courteous to her;
and, upon her complaints, had rebuked fome for fpread-
ing bad reports bpon’her name, a3 not appearing fuffi- .
ciently well founded to 'a convition. Only upon the.
‘14th of O&ober above-fpecified, before Sir, George
weat to Glafgow, he had called before him a fervaat 1



s .
Pollek-town, that had brokea his orchard i, harveft 1aff,,
who confefled the fa&, and that. Hugh Stewart, a fan of
Janct Mathie’s, was his complice. . But a bye-ftander. de-.
clared, That he wasnot now ia Pollok land, but in the:
Darnly. To whom Sir George replied,. 1 hope my.
fingers may reach him in Darly. 1his was all which:
could be thought a provocatien to Mathie, no harm be,
ing done in tﬁe meantime to her fon, whom Sir George
to this hour doth not fo much as know by the face. bat
hath (ufféred him all the time of his ficknefs to live in his
mother’s houfe, eves fince her imprifonment. In the
meantime Mathie remaining obfinate, was fearched for
infenfible markas before the fheriff-depute of Renfrew, and
many famous witnefles, at Pailley, and there were veyy
many found upon her. S
. After the finding of the pi@ure of wax forefuid, there
‘was fome abatement of Sir George’s fickuefs, but nut to
any obfervable degree, fo low was he brought.  But upon
she 4th of January following, his fickncls recurred wvith
ghat violence, that for four er five duys, his friends and
* relations had no great confidence of his life. But they
were more amazed on the 7th of January, - being the
‘Sabbath-day, when they had an exprefs from tlre Eumﬁ
" girl, who was at Pollok-tawn, but could not gét evey
the water to the houfe, the river being fo {welled at that
time, fignifying that John Stewart, Mathie’s. ¢ldeit fon,
had four days fince formed an effizy of clay, for taking
away Sir George's life. And when fhe was called for,
fhe declared, it was in his houfe; beneath the bolfter, 2«
. mong the bed-ftraw. B 4
. The next day following, James Dunlop of Houfehill,
and Ludowick Stewart of Achinhood, with fome of Sir
csorge’s fervants,  went to Stewart’s houfe, tgkingv,ghé )
{ittle girl with them, refolving to make a very exatt trial
that it might not be faid, that the dumb girl had breught
any thing hither. Wherefore they caufed John Stewart
-himfelf tolight a candle and hold it, while Ludowick Stew.
art, and apother did, in his fight, lift the clay effigy from
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umong the bed-firaw, ‘beneath the bolffer{the litde gt
all the while:ftanding'at 4 diftance from lthe place), Bt
the piGture havmg been made only three or four ddys bei
!orc, and not fuﬂicxendy hard, did break into'two p1ecea.
In it were three pins, one ‘in each” fidé, and one-in theé
Breaft. Stewart had nothidg to fay for himlelf, -but that
he kftew not-who had put'that thing there. He wasin.
ftantly apprehendcd and {g wasa tittle fifter of his, lately
entered 1nto ' tHe fourt‘eenth )ear‘ of her age, named An-
nabil . Stewart, wbo ‘was (bxd‘ to ’have Wb\fpcre& ‘befdre
fomewHat of tlie wixén eﬂigy “*This poor creature proved
therzaftet, through God’s tayour, a iey to the detc&ion
of makmg both the pi@tures. -

t At firlt ibc was very obﬁmatd, but the next day fthe
. ebhl’eﬂéd % That' being prefent :in heéf brother’s houfé
tae "4k of January, while the clay pi@ure was formed,
the Black gentleman being prefent, (Whick was the namé
fhe gave the devil) together with Beflie Weir, Margery
Cra}g, Margaret Jack{on, and "her brother Johin:’? gBut
‘whea confronted with her brothér, fhe did not with con~
.fidence adhere to her confeffiori. “Upon the finding of
thib pi&turé, Sir Geor ge. d-xd very obfewably recover in
his health; and all the pain Which was'in his fide, did, by
degtees, weak away. !

John Stewart remained, notwnthﬂand?ng -his ﬁﬁer’s
confeﬁon, abdve meafute obﬁ‘mdté, iintil he 'wag fearched
the next day for infenfible marks, ‘whereof he had great
plenty; “at the finding whereof, he “was fo confounded,
that immediately he confeffed bxs pa&ion with the devil,
and almoft all the other heads’ exprefled in his” jodicial
eonfeflion afterwrittén ; and: déclared; “ That his acéom-
plices: wha formed, the effi; with' him were the fame his
Aifter had naand i Shea o came toi a free and full con-
Feflion 'of ‘hér-padtion with the 'devil, and her - accéffion
20 her forming both of the waxen piure in'her mother’s
boufe, and of the clay one: in her brother’s houfe. -

Upon information of the premifés, the Earl of Dun.
.donald and the Lord Rofs, granted a warrant for appres
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tending Befhe Weir, Margayet Jackfon, and Margery
Craig, wlo had been fellow-Giters: in the aforefaid
forcery. . T
Mugaret Jackfon, a woman aged about fourfcore of
years, after a day or two, confefled pa&ion with the devil,
and her acccflion to the making of both the pi€tures, and
condefcended upon the accomplices above-named.. . Many,
infenfible marks were found on ther body. , - - )
 Upon the 17th of January laft, a third portrait of clay
was found under Janet Mathie’s bolfter in the prifon
boufe of Paifley, which the dumb girl had-given infor.
mation of. But it feemed to be the pi@ure of fome wo.
man, and probably of fome of the family of Pollok. For
Annabil Stewart didfreely declare, ¢ That their malice
was againft the whole family of Pollok,” - For turni
to young Pollock and his Lady, fhe faid, * And 'agai:g
you alfo,”  This portrait was found before four famoug
witnefles. ) oo
The lords of His Majefty’s privy council, being in
formed of thefe piGtures and cffigics, the depofitions of
three confeffing witches being fent, did grant a com-
miffion for their trial, and alfo for the trial of the other
three that were obftinate. And in regard of the fingula-
rity of the cafe, they ordered the procefs to be very fo-
lemn, conmiffioning for the trial fome judicious gentlemen

in the country, viz. Sir Patrick Gaufton of Gauften,

Jamcs Brifbane of Bifhopton, Sir John Shaw younger of

Greenock, and John Anderfonyourger of Dovehill. . To

whom they added Mr. John Preflon, advocate, {a gentle.
man well feen in criminals, and who exercifed the cffice
of juftice-d¢pute for {everal years), a fine qua non in the
commiffion. .And that the whole. procefs might be the
more exa&, they appointed George Lord Rofs affeflor,
with power to vote and decide. And further ordered
Mr. Robert Martin, clerk to the jufltice court, to he
clerk to the procefs, which was to be recorded in the
public books of adjournal. ‘

!
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. What follows of Sir George Maxwell’s affair, is moftly
‘ takenout of anauthentic copy of the txial of the witches,
held at Paifley, Feb. 15. 1677, touchingt he bewitching
of Sir George Maxwell, and part is taken out of Sir
George’s account. S
The commiffioners of jufticiary held their firft court at
Paifley, the 29th of January 1677 ; before whom Anna-
bil Stewart, of the age of fourteen years, or thereby,
when' brought in the prefence of the jultices for the crime
‘of witchcraft, declared, that in harveft laft, the devil, in
the fhape of a black man, came to her mother’s houfe,
"4nd required the declarant to give herfelf up to him ; and
that the devil promifed her fhe fhould not want any thing
that was good. Declares, that the, being enticed by
her mother Janet Mathie, and Beflic Weir, who was offi.
cer to their feveral mectings, fhe put her hand te the
crown of her head, and the gther to the fole of her foot,
and did give herfelf up to the devil. Declares, that her
mother promifed her a new coat for doing it. Declares,
that heér fpirit’s name was Enippa ¥, and that the devil
took her by the hand, and nipped her aym, which con-
tinued to be fore for half an houwr. Declares, that the
devil, in the fhape of a'black man, lay with her in the
bed under the clothes, and that fhe found him cold. - De-
- clares, thereafter he placed her neareft himfelf. And
declares, that fhe was prefent in her mother’s houfe when
the cffigy of wax was made; and that it was made'to
reprefent Sir George Maxwell. Declares, that the black
man, Janet Mathie, the declarant’s mother, (whole fpirit’s
‘name was Landlady,) Beflic Weir, (whofe {pirit’s name
- 48 Sopha,) Margery Craige. (whofe fpirit’s name is
Rigerum,) and Margaret Jackfon, (whofe fpirit’s name 1

* Sir George Maxwell‘s account fays, ‘¢ That the new name the
devil gave her, was Anippy. ¢ Sir George Maxwell‘s account
‘fays, Janet Mathie her mother, whofe name was, from the dev_d, '
4ands lady, Reflic Weir, whofe name was Sopha, Margery Craig,
whofe name was Rigeru, Margaret Jackfon, whofc name was

E

-
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is Locas,) were all prefent at the making - of the faid
" effigy s and that they bound it on ‘a fpit, and turned it
before the fire ; and ‘that it was turned by Beflie Werr,
faying as they turned it, Sir George Maxwell ! Sir George
Maxwell! and that this was exprefled by all of them,
- and by the declarant. Declares, that ‘the picture was
" made in O&sber laft. And farther declares, that’ upon
the third day of Janvary inftant, Beflie Weir came to ber
mother’s houfe, avud: advifed her to come to.her brother
John Stuart’s;, upon‘the night. following: and' that ac.
- cordingly fhe came to the place, where fhe found Beflie
‘ W'cir,gMérgcty Craige, Margaret Jackfon, aind her bro.
ther Jolm Stuart, and a mdn.with black clothes,, a blue
“'band, ‘ and'white handcoffs, with boggers,.and that his
" feet were ‘cloven: -Add the declarant fat down by the
firefide with" themj when they mmde a pi®ure of clay, in
* which they pflaced pins i the ‘breaft and fides. And de-
* clares, that they pla¢ed one in every fide, and one in the
: breaft”  Dreclared that the black ‘man did put the pins in
- the pi@ure of wax ; but is mot fure who put im the
© pins iii ‘the’ giGure of clay.. Declares, that the effigies
praduced, arethe. effigies fhe faw made.. Declares, that
the black ' min’s'nathe is-‘Ejoals . This declaration was
"@itt’td«?'b:fd'rg’ “James Puniopy of Houfehill, William
emlaye; -&c.' Jantaty, 17. 1677, . Ita ot Robertus

" -Park, ‘notarius publicus, &c*. ; .- R
" "The fécond confeffion is of Johm »Stuart, whe being
" Interfogated anent the crime of witchcraft; deglared, that
‘upéh’ Wednefday the third dap of Jandary inftant,. Beffie
""WWeit,  ini. Pollok’ .townVcande. to the ideclarant late at
! night, whd being without déors near. to' ‘his awn houfe,
+ the-faid’ Beflic Weedr 4id intindate to.him,: that therg,was
-a meeting to be at his houfe the next day : and that the

U esly 'é:p’rg'g_’Maiﬁv‘eil‘js ‘accounty; Tayt, this declaration- was made
- before famous witneflés, fubferibed by the ewo notaries pubiic for
.. Merg Robeyt Park:younger, '_qué;}" Carfwell in Paifley, and fub-

Leribed by the comitifioners. "
2z
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devil, under the fhape of a black man, Margaret Jackfon,
Margery. Craige, and the faid Beffie Weir were to be pre-
feat: : And that Beflie Weir required the declarant to be '
there, which he promifed ; and that the next night, after
the declarant hid gone to bed, the black man came in,
and called the declarant quietly by his name; upop which
he rofe from his bed, and put on his clothes, and lighted
a.candle. Declares, that Margaret fackfon, Beflie Weir,
and Margery Craige, did enter in at a window in the gavel
of the declarant’é houfe, and that the ficft thing that the
black .man required, ,was, .that the deglarant (hould re-
‘noudce ‘his (baptifm, and deliver himfelf wholly to him;
which the declarant -did, by putting ome hand on the
crown of his head; .and the other on.the fole of his foot.
And that he was tempted.to it, by the devil’s promifing
that he thowld ngt want any pleafure, and:that he fhouldget -
his heart filled onall that fhall do him wrong. Dcclares:
that he gave him the name of Fonas fochis {pirit’s name*,.
Declares, that thereafter the .devil required all their
-confents for the making of the effigies of clay, for the
‘taking: away the life of Sir George Maxwell of Pollok,
“to-revenge the taking the declarant’s mother, Janet ‘Ma-
-thiec ~ Declares, that every one of the perfons-above-
named gave their confent to the making of the faid cffigies,
and that they wrqught the clay, and that the black man
«did make the figure of the head, and face, and two arms,
to the faid effigies : Declares, that the devil fet three
‘pins. in the fame¢ ;, one ip each fide, and one in the breaft;
.and that the declarant did hald the candle to them all the
.time the pi@ure was making; and that he obferved one
‘of the black .man’s fect to be .cloven; and that his ap-
parel was black ; and that he had a bluifh band and hand-
.cuffs i and that he had.boggers on his legs without fhoes :
.and-that-the’ black /man’s voice was bough and gouflic.
And farther declares, that after they had begun the form.

® Sir Géorge Maxwell's acconnt fays,©* That the new nams givea
to him by the devil, was Jonas.* - v
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ing of the effigics, his filer Annabil Stuart, a child of
thirteen or fourtcen years of age, came knocking at the
door, and being let iu b?' the declarant, fhe ftaid with
them a confiderable time ; 'But that fhe went away before
the reft, he having opened the door to her. That the
reft went out at the window at which they entered. De-
clares, that the effigics were placed by Beflie Weir in his -
bed-ftraw. He further declares, he himfclf had envy a-
gainft Sir George Maxwell, for apprehending Janet Ma-
thie his mother ; and that Befie Weir had great’ malice
againft this Sir George Maxwell; and that her.quarrel
was, as the declarant conceived, - becaufe the faid Sir
George had not entered her hufband to his harveft fervice:
and alfo declares, that the faid effigics were made upon
the fourth day of January inftant; and that the devil’s
name was Ejoal. Declares, that his fpirit’s name was
Jonas 3 and Beflic Weir’s fpirit’s name, who.was officer,
was Sopha ; and that Margaret Jackfon’s fpirit’s name,
was Ldcar; and that Annabil Stuart, the declarant’s
fitter’s, was Enippa; but does not remember what Map.
gery Craige’s fpirit’s name was. Declares, that he cannot
write. This confefion was emitted 'in the prefence of
the witneffes to the other confefion, and on the fame day.
Ita eft, Robertus Park, notarius publicus, &c*®.

The confeflion of Margaret Jack‘es, reli@t of Thomas

_Stuart, in Shaws, who, being examined by the juftices

anent her being guilty of witcheraft, declares that fhe

"was prefent at the making of the firft effigies and piGure

that were made in Janet Mathie’s houfe in O&ober; fand
that the devil in the fhape of a black man, Janct Mathie,
Beflie Weir, Margery Craige,- and -Annabil Stuart, were
prefent at the making of the faid effigics, and that they
were made to reprefent Sir George Maxwell of Pollok,
for the taking away his life. Dec¢lares, that forty years
ago, or thereabout, the was at Pollokfhaw-croft, with forhe

® Sir Gerge Maxwell's account, fays, ¢ This cotifeflion had the
fame folemnities which the former had % . ’
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few fticks on her back, and that the black man came te

her, and that fhe did give up herfelf unto the black man,
from the top of her head to the fole of her foot; and
that this was after the declarant’s renouncing of her bap-
tifm ; and that the {pirit’s name which he defigned her,
was Locas. And thatabout the third or fourth of janu«
any inftant, or thereby, in the night time, when .fhe a-
waked, fhe found a man to be in bed with her, whom
fhe fuppofed to be her hufband, though her hufband had
been dead twenty years, or thereby, and that the man
immediately difappeared ; and declares, that .this maa
who difappeared was the devil. Declares, that uponm
Thursday the 4th of January inftant, fhe was prefent.im
the houfe of> John Stuart, at night, when the effigy of
‘clay was made, and that the faw the black man there,
fometimes fitting, fometimes ftanding with John Stuart ;

" and that the black man’s clothes were black, and that he

bad white hand-cuffs ; and that Beffic Weir in Polloktoun,
and Annabil Stuart in Shaws, and Margery Craige,

- were at the aforefaid time and place of making the faid

effigy of clay ; and declares, that fhe gave her confent to

* the making of the fame; and declares that the devil’s

. name, who compeared in the black man’s thape, was

Ejaol. Sic fubfcribitur, ita eft, Rabertus Park, netarius
publicus, &c*. _
Oue remarkable paflage which is taken from Sir George
Maxwell’s account, runs thus: The juftice upon the
27th of January, commanded the jailor to fix Janct Ma-
thie’s feet in the ftocks, that fhe might not do violeace
to her own life. The man declared, ¢ That the next
morning he had found her bolfter, which the night before
waslaid at leah fix yards diftant from the ftocks, now
placed beneath her : the focks being fo heavy, that two
of the ftrongeft men in the country could Lardly have
carried them fix yards: he wondering, did atk her how

* Sir George Mazweli‘s account, fays, * This confcioa had
the fame folemaities which t:.c two former had, * K

E;
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fhe had win to the bolfter; fhe anfwered, < That
fhe hiad crept alongft the floor of the room, drawing the

- ftocks to the fame place.”” And before the court, fhe

faid, * She had gotten one foot free out of the hole, and
wvith the other had drawn the flocks:” a thing altegether
impoffible, The ftocks being fo weighty, nor was fhe able
to -take her foot out of the hole.

“‘'Upon the 15th of February 1677, the juftices being

" convened again in court at Paifley, John Stuart, -and

- Annabil Stuart, with Margaret Jackfon did adhere to

their former judicial confeffion ; but Janet Mathie,
Beflie Welr, and Margery Crange, did obftinately

" deny.
- Now fdllow the depoﬁttom of certain perfons, agreeing

with the conlefliohs of the above.faid witches.
" Andrew Martin, fervitor to the lord of- Pollok, of the

- age of thirty years, or thereby, depones that he was prefent

in the houfe of JanetMathic, pannel, when the pictare
of wax produced waé feund in a little hole in the wall at

*the back of the re.. Depones, that Sir George’s fick-

- nefs -did- fall upon him.:about the 18th of O&ober, or

- ion the

thereby. Iéepones, that the pitture of wax was foond
" of December, -and that Sir Gcerge s fick-

- -nefs did-abate and relent about the time the piGure of wax

s

-was found and difcovered in Janet Mathie’s houfe.: ~De-
“pones, that the pins were placed in the right and left fides ;

and that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok’s pains, as 'he

- underftood by- Sir George’s complainiug of thefe pains,

Jay moft in his right and left fides. And depones, that

~8ir . George’s” pains  did abate and relent ' after the

finding of th: faid- p'@u-e of wax, and taking ot
of the pins, as is faid.  And- depones, that the

- pennel Janet Mathie has been by fame and bruit re-

puted a witch thefe feveral years' by.paft.’ And- this is

* the trath, as he fhall anfwer ta God. = Sic fubférib. Andr.

‘Martin.
Laurence Pollock, fecretary to the lord of Pollok,

fwoirn and purged of part\al counfel, deponca, that on
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the wxe—— day of December, he was in the pannel Janet
Mathie’s houfe when the piture was found ; and'that he
-did not fee it before it was brought to the paonel’s door.
Depones, that Sir George Maxwell of Pollok’s ficknefs
did feize upon him'about the fourteenth of Otober, or
thereby, and he did continue in his ficknefs or diftemper
for fix weeks or thereby. Depones, that Sir George'’s
" ficknefs did abate and releat after the finding of the faid
piGure of wax, and taking out'ef the pins that were in
the effigies. . Depones, that by open bruit and common
famg, Janet: Mathie, and Beflie Weir, and “Margery,
Craige, are-branded to be witches. Deponés, that the
truth. is this, as he fhall anfwer to God. Sic fubferib.

- Laurence Pollock.. . : . - .
Ludowick Stuart of Auchinlicod, being fworn ‘and
purged of partial counfel, depones, -that Sir George’s
- ficknefs fell upon him theé fourteenth or fifteenth of
O&ober, or thereby. Depones, that he was not prefent
- at the finding of the picture of wax, but that he had feen
Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, after it was found, and
_having feen him in his ficknefs oftén:times before, he did
perceive that Sir George had fenfibly recovered after the
time that the.f{aid pi€ture was faid to be found, which
‘was upon the Trth or ‘r2th ‘of  December.. -Depones,
.that Janet Mathie and Margery Craige, two of the pan-
nels, .are, by report of the country, faid to be ‘witches.
Depones, that he having come to Pollok, he did fee Sir
George Maxwell, whofe painsidid récur, -and -that his
- pains and torments iwere greatly increafed in. refpe@ of
what they were before the finding of the piGutre of wax.
. Depones, that upon *the 8thof )anuary, whea they left
the faid Sir George Maxwell of Pollok, the deponent,
- James Dunlop of Houlchill, Allan Douglace, and feveral
- others, did go:to the houfe of -John Stuart, warleck, in
Pollok-thaw, and there he found a picture of. clay in the
faid John Stuart’s bed-ftraw. , Depones, that there were
three pingin the:faid pi€ture of clay, and that there was
one in each fide, and one in the breaft.: Aéml.'degoxizs,
that belug veturned to Sir George’s heufe, Sir (George

'
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told the-deponent that he found great eafe of his pains,

- and that it was before the deponent, Houfchill, and tke

reft did reveal to him that they had found the faid piQure
of clay; and further depones, that this is-truth, as he

. thall anfwer to God.  Sic fubferib. Ludowick Stuart.

What follows, is taken from Sir George’s account.

The julices baving examined all witneffes in matters
of fa&, touching the cffigies, Sir George’s ficknefs, and
the recovery of s health, upon the finding of the fame,
confidering alfo the bad fame of thofe who were obftinate,
and having confronted them with the confcfling witches,
who in their faces avowed their acceffion, in manuer ex.
prefled in-the confeflions above written. . Confidering,
laftly, all other circumftances of their cafe, committed
them to the trial of a judicious inqueft, who being found
guilty, were condemoed to the fire to be burned, and
their effigies with them. Ouly Annabil, in regard of her
nonage, and the evidences the fcemed to give of her pe-
nitency, was reprieved by order of the council, but to re.
main in prifon. In the.meantime, both fhe and her bro-
thee John did ferioufly exhort their mother to confeffion 3

. and with tears, did Annabil put her in mind of the many

meetings fhe had with the devil in her own houfe ; and
that a fummer’s day would: not be fuffictent to relate what

-fhe had feen pafs between the devil and her; but nothing

could prevail with her obdured and hardened heart. -

Some account -of. Janet Douglas, the girl referred to in
the-account of the bewitching of Sir George Maxwell
of Pollok. o
Sir lohn Maxwell; at the end of the account which he

. fe® to Mr. Geerge Sinclair, profeflor of philofophy in

the college of Glafgow, fays, It is to be noted, the
dumb girl, whofe name was Janet Douglas, doth now
fpeak, not very dittinéily, yet fo as fhe may be underftood 3

- and is a perfon that moft wonderfully difcovers thinga
- paft, and doth alfo underfand the Latin tongue, - which
. fbe never learned, S :
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The following is the extra& of a letter which was fent
to Mr. George Sinclair, profcffor of philofophy im the
college of Glafgow. :

¢ When [ was at Glafgow, in fummer 1677, I was de-
firous to fee the dumb girl, (-Janet Douglas.) At my firft.
incoming fhe declined to entertaini difcourle, but by friend-
ly expreflions, and giving her fome money, I gained her.
I firft eniquired dnent her parentage. ¢ 1 do not fe-
member,” fays fhe, ¢ of my parents, but only that [
was called by the name of Janet'Douglas by all pesple
who knew me. 1 was kept when I was very young,
 bya poor :woman who proved cruel to- me, by beating
and abufing me; whercupon [ deferted the woman’e
beufe, and went a-begging.”” 1 enquired next how the
became dumb. - She told me by reafon of a fore fwell-
ing fhe took in her throat and tongue; but afterwards
by the application of Album Grzcum, ¢ which I thonght
faid fhe, was revealed to me, I recovered my fpeech.” I
atked her, how the came to the knowledge of witches and
their praltices. She anfwered, That the had it only by &
vifion,~and knew all thingsas well as if the had been pers .
fonally prefent with them ; but had no revelation or ins
formation: from the voice of any fpitit ; nor had "fhe any
commubication with the'devil, or any fpirit of that kind}
¢ only, fays fhe, the devil was reprefented to me, when he
was in company with any of-the witches, in that fame
“fhape and habit ‘he’ was-feen -by thent.”—She told me}
the was altogether ignorant of the principles of religion,
‘but had fome fmattering knowledge of the Lord’s prayer,
which fhe had hedrd the witches repeat, it feems, by her
vifion, in prefence of the devil; and at his defire, which
fhe obferved, they-added to the word art, the letter w, -
-which made it run, ¢ Our Father which wart in heaven ;”
‘and made the third petition thus, ¢ As on earth fo it
‘may in heavén ;”. by which means the devil made the
application of the prayer to himfelf.——1 rémember,

that one day there wasa woman in the town, who had
the curiofity to give her a vifit, who afked her, ¢ How
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fhe came to the knowledge of fo many things ? But the
young wench fhifted her, by afking the woman’s name;
the told her name, fays the other, ¢ Are there any other

in Glafgow-of that name? No, fays the woman. Then,

faid the girl, ¢ Yow are a’ witch.”” Says the other;
¢ Then.you are a devil.”” - The girl anfwers, ¢ The devil
doth not revcal witches; but I know yon to be one, and
1 know your praftices too.” Hereupen the woman ran
away in great confufion, being indeed a perfon fufpeed
- of witchcraft, ard had: been fometimeq imprifoned on
that accoynt.—w—e—= Another woman, whole name was
Campbel, had the cariofity likewife'to come and fee her;
and -began to atk fome queftions at her. The wench
fhifting, to give lier an’ anfwer, fays, ¢ I.pray you tell
me where you were yefternight, and what you were
doing ? ¢¢ And withal, fays the, let .me fee your arm ;”
the refufing, the landlord Jaid hold uppn the woman, .with
fome others - in the houfe, 4nd farced her to make bare
her arm, ‘where Jangt Douglas fhewed them an invifible
mark,- 'which fhe had gaettea from the devil. The poor
womap much athimed, ran home. :A.little time after,
fhe came out-and told her ncighbours, that what Janet
Dauglas’ faid of her was true; and -caraeftly intreated

them that they would fhew fo much to the magiftrates, .

that the might be apprehended, ¢ otherwife the devil, :

{ays fhe, will make: me kill.myfelf,””. But the neighbours
judging her'to. be:under a fit of diftration, carried her
home to :her. houfe but early the next morning. the
woman was-found drewned in Clyde.——The, girl like-
wife told me at Glafgow, being then under uo reftraint,
that it was revealed to her fhe would be carried before the
great - council .at ,Edinburgh, imprifoned : there, and
{courged throngh the towa  All ‘which came to pafs.—

Fot about a:yearafter, the was apprehended apd imprifoa.:

ed in the tolbeotli of the: Canongatt,* aad was brought
before the douncil, but nothing .being found againf her,
fhg ‘was di[qxiffed ; -but- thereafter, for feveral : crimes

. . .

.

-
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" committed within the town of Edinburgh, fhe was taken
- again, and imprifoned; fcourged, and fent away to

fome foreign plantation ; fince which time I have not heard
- of her—There are feveral other remarkable paffages con-
-‘cerning her, which I cannot inform you of, which others

perhaps may dé 3 ‘therefore I fhall abruptly break off, and
~ fay no more, but that 1 am your affe®ionate friend. Mr.
« Sinclair. fays, 1 This information I have fram 4 difcreet
« underRanding gentleman, who was. ane. of my {cholare
‘At Glafgow feveral years ago.” . .

| THE BE;.;;bHiNG. " -
CHRISTIXN SHAW.;
Ti‘ T PREFACE, ' E
SI‘HE N«;;?.RATIV’E i

o Chrlﬁxan Shaw.

.

S

WISE men dd dﬁly fufpe& an8 are bardly brought
to credit ‘the atcounts of ‘extraordizaty Rories s <fpcci-
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ally anent witchcraft ; becaufe the frequent impofiures
which the Romanifts have obtruded on the world in their
miracles and legends ; the many relations of odd things
as done by demons or wizards, which yet, were either
fallc or the ground of fimple natural caufes; the ignor.
ance of feveral judges and juries, who have condemned
filly creatures merely upon their ridiculous confeflions, or
other flender proof; and the difficulty of conceiying the
maanner or ‘philofophy of fome operations and appearanges,
though undoubtedly true in fat; are prejudices
againft a fudden belicef, and precautions for an exa& in-
quiry. But they are men of weak fouls, deftitute of diftin&
thoughts; who deny all, becaufe they have difcovered er-
ror in fome, or condemn as falfe, all fe@s which they
are ignorant how they came to exift: by the fame rule
of reafoning that there are no enthufiafts, becapfe the beft
men have been {ometimes miftaken for thefe ; nor are
there any criminals, in refpe&t feverals have fuffered who
were not truly fuch, confideripg that many hiftories are
fabulous, therefore none is to be trufted: And-all the
pbhznomenas in nature, whofe invifible caufes they cannot
comprehend, are mere delufions.

The following narrative, as to the truth of fa&, is the
beft attefted piece of hiftory of this kind, that has occurred
in many ages: the moft of the matters therein reprefented
having gained the affent of ‘Priutc fceptics + and being
proven before public judges, fo that it is more furprifing
than the ftrange things of witchcraft, that any fhould fe-
rioufly deny the being thereof, and from thence difcredit
fuch ufeful providences at a diftance, when notoricty has
dit:]‘;‘elled obje&ions in the places where they did
exift.

Many authors have proven at large, that there are witch-
es and witchcraft, from reafon, fcripture, antiquity, and
experience of all nations and ages in the world, and they
have folved the difficulties which might obftru& the belief

" of this pofitive proof, by poffible hypothefis of philofophys
~ where it isto be obfc:wcio that though any fuch explicas
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tions of the natural manner of phenomena are fubjeét to.
cavil, yet the exiftence of a.thing which hath fo certain
pofitive evidence cannot be denied in found reafoning ;
becaufe angels and men not being made for civil converfe
together in this world, and all communion with devils
being interdited us, the Scripture needed to unfold little’
of their way of ating; and fill the next age may dif-
cover what this could not reach, as this has already un-
veiled what was thought inextricable in the laft, unlefs
impoffibility were prefently demonftrated.  Therefore
{uch a fhort hint, as may fomewhat illuftrate -the events
in the fubfequent difcourfe, may fuffice in the prefent
cafe ; efpecially fince providence does, by emirent occur-
rences, rather defign aur pratical inftruétion, than afub.
je& of notional {peculation.
" " The devil can afflume a corporeal fhape and befpeak
man out ofit: as he did to Eve, our Saviour, and in
fome heathen oracles: fo that there is capacity for the
entering into contra. Satan is willing thus to infure
mortals of being enemies to heaven, carth, and their own
falvation, by his indefatigable malice againft all the three:
as curiofity in wits, revenge, and di{clofure of fecrets in
the great, covetoufnefs in the worldling, or power and
pleafure in all whom he thinks needful, (they being im-
pregnable other ways), and is permitted by God, to at-
tack im this manner, does fufficiently blind them, to be
fufceptible of his propofals thercanent We fee ~daily
how criminal lufts inflamed by fatan, divert their horror,
not only of eternal, but alfo of temporal eminent torments :
perverting thefe inftin&s of nature which might fright
them from furrender. But further, he does commonly
facilitate his conqueft on witches, by decoying them piece-
meal to his lure, through the mediation of others from
among mankind that are already embarked, till they be
prepared, and he get an’opportunity of making with
them an explicit tranfa&ion. . o
That accordingly Satan !?s de fallo prevailed ip mak-

LY



54 .

ing forcerers and witches, appears from the teftimony of
ahe wifeft and beft in all ftates and times.

The heathens, by nature and pra&ice, difcovering this
truth, made laws agaioft malficos and mathematicos *,
(thefe laft, though they affumed the name of an art much
encouraged by the legiflators ; yet were known, under the
cloak thereof, to confult the devil anent the fates of men
ana ftates) which the Roman fenateand people did execute;
and even the Perfians, in fome good reigns did the fame,
Under the Old Teftament difpenfation the magicians of
Egypt and Babylon were baflcd by Mofes and Daniel;
Balaam and the witch of Endor were baflled,juit judgments
were inflited on Jezebel, Manaflch, and the ten tribes
for their forceries, and witchcrafts amongft other crimes ;
and the laws made againft fuch, as ditin& from other
guilt under the New Teftament ~ Simon Magus, who be-
witched the people of Samaria ; Elimas the forcerer, whe
was ftruck blind at Paul’s rebuke; the Pythoniffe girl who
feems to have been pofleft of confent, becaufe the was not
tormented, but got profit thereby ; and fuch as confefled
fhewed their dceds and burned their books in Ephefus;
are undeniable inftances of witcheraft. Finally, there are
prophecies of falfe Chrifts with figns and wonders, able to
deceive, if poffible, the very ele€t : general councils have
made canons againft thefe wretches ; and the experiment.
al knowledge of injured mortals, with the public fen. _
tences which did vipdicate the fame ; in fubfequent ages,
aredelivered down to us by the writers thereof. Hence
Guilielmus Linenfis, a papith do&or, was jultly put to
death, cven though he died penitent, he having confeffed
witchcraft, (whereof the written covenant was found in
his pocket), and that his fhare of the devil’s fervice was
to perfuade and preach that witches were only filly deluded
Eel_qpcholianq, whereby their confeflions were no proof.

is fuccefs was fuch in this work of darknefs, that the
people and judges did flack, and witches were vaftly muls

:* Witches and Mathematicians,
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fiplied in few years, vid. Pet. Mamorius de Lamiig, whe
i‘iv“ an account of the procefs from authentic records.
Through thefe periods, it is obferved, that Satan has oft
fhifted the fcene, and turned himfelf to many fhapes, as he
fouad it moft accommodating to his purpofes: whereby the
manner of apparition of devils has been different, according
to the ftate of the times. So of old Satam appeared, and
was worthipped as fuch, for deprecating his- mifchief,
which is faid to be retained in fome of the moft barbarous
places of the Indies to this day. .
In the darknefs of popery the devil was transformed into
& more innocent {pirit*, in the brounies and fairies, Thefe
were then very frequent, he having impudence thus to
appear openly, proportional to the knowledge of men, over
whom his reign was fo univerfal, as it is related to con-
tinue in the more northern regions at this day. = But fince
light has broke out in our horizon, he oftener works ex-
ternally by magicians and witches, and internally on the
lufts of men, being now moftlyreltrained to his own fphere,
or fubjeéts.  Yet ftill he enfoares feverals, partly, by aping
the ordinances of God ; efpecially as they are corrupted
in the Romifh church, whence fo'many monks and puns
as already prepared, have been found overconie. So he
keeps with them public aflemblies in che night of extra-
ordinary merit. Théy fofmally worthip him by many
mimical geftures; he imprints o them a kind of facra-
meat ; he inflits dreadful penances on fuch as have not
executed the commanded mifchiefs ; he teaches them odd
words and figns, upon repeating of which exorcifms, he
(it being his interelt) effeCtuates the fore-pactioned ope-
rations, &c. . L . .
But though what he does of himfkIf, or on the watch
word or enfign of forcerers or witches, may, by col-
le&ion, and artful difpofal of matter and form, appear
furprifing ; yet he cannot work againft nature, or foaps
* That pretended to foretel dearhs, reveal the defun &s, will difco-
wer occult murder do other friendiy offices, &c. which were fubtle
wmeans of inducing to him and relying on him, . .
z



56

ply atives to paffives, as to overturn the courfe thereof’s
fince that is only competent to its author, who alone
can do true miracles, or know immediately the thoughts
of man. Yea, after the fall it is like, that even Satan’s .
matural powers are come down below thofe of good an-
“gels 3 and it is certain, that he is often befooled in his
.defigns by providence : motwithftanding whereof he re-
tains fo muchas (being permitted) is fufficient to bring
about, by unfeen natural means, moft of the extraordi-
nary appearances, that the generality of the learned
have attributed to him ; and particularly thofe in the fub-
fequent narrative : many of which, though they are be-
yood the efficiency of difeafe, deceit, or any vifible caufe;
yet may be the effe€@s of fome fuch unperceived means as
~ follow. o
There is no- difficulty in Satan’s tran{mitting in a
fhort time an account of things which are paft ; fince it
iskaown he goes to and fro in the carth: yea, he may
have certainly foretold fome future events, as Alexander’s
fuccefs againft Perfia, &c. fecing be underflands and
may fteal the great revolutions of the world,
out of the prophets 3 wherein they are fo gra.
phically circumfcribed ; or he may difcover his own refo-
‘lutions whenever he is commiffioned or permitted to ex-
ecute a judgment ; which is the cafe of thofe whom for
* feeking their horofcops, God gives over to him to whom:
they do apply ; and of Saul, who get fo exa& an account
‘of hisown end by the Philiftines. But without fome
fuch aid, Satan can only guefs like the phyfician by the
wrine, or politician by the crifis of ftates, which isthe
eaufe that moft of his oracles are ambiguous.
~ His tranfporting of witches is elfewhere explained.
He can raife hurricanes, as appears in Job, which are
known to carry over tracks of fca and land, very ponder-
ous bodies ; as it ‘is eafy for him to ‘condenfe a part of
the vehicle, which may prote@ the breathing and yet cut
the air, like the fence of dyvers, and beak of a floop ; in
which alfo he affe@s the magnifying of his natuaral pow-
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ors to be no lefs than of good amgels, whe tranfported.
Ezckiel and Elijah.  His covering of the witches from
fight, at fome times, is alfo cleared from the difficulties
which feem to attend it, in another place, where it ap-
pears very poflible that his_fkill in optics, reflc@ion and
refradtion of light, &c. to which his power and agility as
a fpirit {fubminiftrates materials, may effcGuate all that
can be proven to be true fa& in the cafe.’ -
Bat Glanvil, More, and others, lay another hypothefis
in both, viz. That the foul is feparable from the body
in fome cafes, without death: when by God’s permiffion,
Satap, of the parties confent, gets power over foul and
body; whereby he may carry away the one from the helm
of the other, and fet it back again in its feat ; providing
the vital fpirits which make the body a fit receptacle, be
well preferved by ointments, that conftri& the pores till
the rcturn of its gueft ; but death enfues from a fepara-
tion, when the organs of the body are rendered altogethen
unapt to obey the foul’s commands in its fun&ions. 1f
fuch an opinion ceuld be truc, Satan might place this cap-
tivated fpirit to aftuate any fhape he thinks fit,
But there needs not fo much metaphyfics to unriddle the
appearances of witches as beafts and the like: fince theirx
real perfons may be covered with a vehicle, which by
difpofal of the rays coning therefrom, may fafcinate the
eyes by the fame impreflions that come from the true
fight of fuch. His power of reprefenting another thin
in lieu of that which is truly prefent, is fo certain that itig
found he may make up the image of perfons who are nok
prefentat all. For it is undoubted that fpiritual devile
may fometimes be permitted to reprefent by phantoms
the moft innocent and praife-worthy men, as devils in
carnate do traduce them. He that accufeth the brethren
and imitates an angel of light, may likewife perfonate the
children of light gy his delufions: yet the antecedents,
concomitants, and confequents, of fuch provideaces, do
readily propale the falfehood, fo as the jut man, for the
moft part, (ball got perifh in hiil: rightcoulnefs, and God,
’ 3
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in his ordinary providence, will not laugh at the trial of
the innocent, though fometimesit fall out, that the fons
of Belial may {wear away the life of an innocent

Naboth.
" There are feveral other things of lefs difficult explica-
tion. Particularly, the devil, or witches might have been
heard in converfe by the maid, and not by others, the
fame way asa found direed througha fpeaking trumpet
does reach the ears to which it is aimed, without difperf-
ing towards the intermediate that are not in a ftraight
line betwixt. The confederated devil, may, upon the
witches defire, infufe poifonous humours, extra&ed from
herbs of the fame invifible operation with the fteam of
mad dogs, or the peflilence; which being joined to the
rapidous courfc of the patient’s own fpirits, humours, and
blood, that Satan, by ingyring himfelf thereunto, may,
through the natural means of pulfion, fet in career, can
very well produce thefe extraordinary motions which are
mentioned in the following account.  They delight much
in the torture or deRruion of young children, in envy of
Chrift, who is tender of fuch little ones; and becaufe the
crime is the greater thelefs the patient has offended, or
can refilt, ‘Fhey ufe, or make others to repeat fcripture
words for gaining credit, or alleviating the terror, or to
difgrace the word, by fuch a mock ufe, as they didin the
time of our Saviour, and therefore their teftimony was
rebuted. It is obfervable from many paflages, that he
haftens fometimes, and cffets their difcovery, by his ma.
lice againft their prefent temporal enjoyments; uncer-
tainty of their continuance ; and infatiable defire for their
full wreck.  Yet fome of them, who are moft malicioufly
bent, he thinks fit to keep herc, as ufeful inftruments ;
and providence permits others to live; that they; wilfully
filling up their meafure, under means, may be finally incx-
«cufable. ]

As to, thofe, - whom ia fecret judgment, the devit is
permitted to torment: but, in mercy, not to overcome :
he may be carried thereuato from his-defign of perverting:
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them by terrer, whereof he is at 1aft difappointed. And
however, the defacing of God’s image, and cfpccially in
defpight of Jefus Chrift, who honoured that nature by
_ affuming it, is his chicf delight : or he is conftrained ta
make fuch ftupendous appearances againft his will (be-
caufe he is moft fuccefsful when he is leaft known) for s
vifible teftimony fuperadded to the greater gofpel proofs,
in grofs times, that there are {piritsand a devil to tormeog
~ them, as it is obfervable that this was denied by Mr.
Aikenhead (though he died in full conviction thereof) at
the time when thefe things fell out in the country. Or
providence may tolerate fuch fufferings, that they though
intended by the devil for an inftance of malice, may, by
their notoricty, be a mean of moving the difcovery, and
bringing to juftice thefe mifcreants, whom he made ufe
of as his inftruments in them: and who may have lived
long in rebellion againft heaven, and deftruttion of man.
kind, by malefices of the fame fort, which fell ont in this
cafe. Finally, the abundant and efficacious grace of
God is confpicuous in enabling a young girl to refift to
the utmoft; the beft laid affaults of the evil one, as it is
certain that he fhews the greateft malice in countries
where he is hated and hateth moft, and the nearer his
reign be to ad end. » .
There are many other profitable inftrutions which arife
from this wonderful providence, for fuch difpenfations
have their own language, and the man of wif{dom fhall fee
God’s pame. o ,
The ufages of charms for men or bealts, certain charae-
ters, words, verfes, and fpells ; the obfervation of times
and feafons as lucky, or unlucky; the belicf of having
fuccefs by carrying about fome’ herbs, plants, or branches
of trees, and many the like fuperilitions, which caa
have no natural cafualty on the effeéis defired, are the
very rudiments of witchcraft, and an implicit application
to the dewvil for virtues which God has denied to things;
whence they are to be abhorred as finful in themfelves and
introdu@ory to-explicit engagement. So grofs ignorance,
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profoe Tocfendds il aor, clilvefs of ol and ne-
glcet of his werth pin clofars and famibies § malice, envy,
rcvenge, difcontent, oppreflive fear of want and dittruftiul
anxiety of {pitit. finally, a libidinous temper, cuifcs, im-
precations, and finful curiofity, are to be cvited as paving
the way to the fame mifchief. .

Let none inveigh againit a profeflion of religion, be-
caufe fome under that {pecious covert have beep found in
league with the devil. It is becaufe of the glorious
lufire and excelency of our hely faith, that thefe mifcre.
ants paint themfelves with it, whereby likewife they may
be lefs fufpe@ed.  And more able, fubtily to gain on o-
thers, and do their mafter’s work. So it was no ftaia on
the apofties that one of their number had a devil, was a
traitor and cheat ; nor that Satan transforms himfelf in.
to an augel of light, of defign that the good ways of the
Lord may be evil fpoken of. Neither let us be under a
flavith fear and terror of that hellifh tribe, in truckling to
their humour, leaft they fhould do harm, which favours of
worthipping and paying homage to the devil ; whereas we
ought only to make the Lord of hofts our fear and ous
dread.

There isno juft ground to refle& on particular perfons
or families, upon account of fuch troubles. For no man
knoweth either love or hatred by all that’s before them.
All things.come alike to all.  And fuppofe ye that thefe
were finners above all the Galileans, or above all that
dwelt in Jerufalem? The infinite wife God may thus
try faith, patiente, and Chriftian fortitude. Job and our
Saviour were aflaulted; and feven devils caft out of
Magdalenc a chofen veffel uato the Lord. A daughter
of ‘Abraham’s was bound by Satan eighteen years; and
his meffenger was fent to buffet the great apoftle of the
Gentiles, The woman eof Canadn, Matth. xv.
22. and the godly man, Mark ix. 24. had their
weareft relations vexed in this manner 3 and blefled
be the Lord that has left fuch inflances on record for pre-
vention of ftumbling. Though it muft be confefled that
the fame charity which judges well of all things cangot

ll
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but alter its remark, when its proof is fufficiently cleap
from the way in which the perfon affe@ed did formerly
walk, fince prefumptions do always cede to truth, and
lawyers have a ma;im, that in re clara non eft locus con-
jeuris.

Thefe things may meet with a very different reception,
efpecially in this unhappy age and place of the world,
where Britain may be termed the unfortunate iftand; Afric
never having been more fertile in the produ&ion of mon-
fters; fince ’tis obferved that ehrough all the fucceffions
of men, there was never before, any fociety or colleétive
body of atheifts, till thefc dregs of time; though there
‘might have been herc and there fome misthapen births.
But wifdom is juftitied of her children, and ’tis the feafon
of Sampfoh to awake when Dclilah gives the alarm, that
the Philiftines are upon him. What, peace! fo long as
the whoredoms of Jezebcl and her witchcrafts are fo many?
But good things are hoped of our magiftrates, who have
already fo happily begun. .

The apoftle faid of Job’s trials, ye have heard of the
patience of Job, and have feen the end of the Lord. 8o,
in this narrative you have a deplorable fcheme of this
maid’s formidable fits, and of the powers of darknefs that
commbined, not only for ruining her body, but alfo for
murdering her foul. In the meantime, the hearts of
many were bleeding for her, and much application was
made to God in her behalf. Divers folemn fzlts were
obferved, both in hec father’s family, in the parith, and
throughout the bounds of the prefbytery, and elfewhere ;
her cale was exprefly minded in public addrefles to the
throne of grace ; till at length there was a general faft
religioufly kept in moft parts of the fynod, that God
might give an effe¢tual check to Satan’s rage and domi-
nion in tlﬁ country. Boafting of prayers is to be ab-
~ horred, yet\t is our duty with all gratitude, to acknow- .
ledge God the hearer, and to proclaim to the world, the |

* In this cafe it is cvident the thing is not a conjc&ure.
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excellency of them, upon this very occafion : For he
hath not turned away his ear from us, it being the com-
fortable rcfult of this hiftory, that the girl hath been pers
feQ@ly well for many months: and is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire ; and bave not the (plinteu where-
with the witches thought te bave deftroyed her, recoiled
back upon fome of themfelves, and we wait execution of
" juftice on the reft, o

The devil could not enter the herd of f{wine, nor touch
one hair of Job’s head, without permiffion from him
.whofe kingdom ruleth over all : whence though our ene-
mies be very indefatigable and invifible, yet we are under
_the conduét of the watchman who neither flumbers nor
fleeps ; to whom darknefs and light are both alike; and
greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the world;
So that unlefs we wilfully forfeit our privileges, there is
no fear of counterpoifing the wicked ones, throwing dowa
‘the gantlet to all their proje€is or machinations, fince nei-
ther angels, principalities, nor powers, fhall be able to fe-
parate us from the love which isin Chrift Jefus our Lord;
and though no arginient can be drawn from any merit in
us, yet we’ll carry the day againtt all the militia of hell
under the captain of our falvation, fince he will reft in his
own love. Is this the manner of man, O Lord God?
yet a little while the devil and his accomplices will be
caft into the bottomlefs pit, and we tranfported into Im-
manuel’s Jand. ,

It will mot be a natural fturdinefs of temper, rior a lifes
lefs mentioning of the name of God or Chrift, that can
fhelter us from thefe devourers, as appears in the feven
fons of Sceva, A&sxix, but if the Lord be God, then
follow him ; for who is he that will harm you if ye be
followers of that which is good ; he will give his angels
charge of thee to keep thee in all thy ways. Great peace
have they that love thy law, and nething fhall offend
them. And they wreftle moft fuccefsfully againft pein.
cipalities and powers, who fight upon their knees, as
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reBfting of the devil is the way to make him flee
from us,

.Y et whom Satan cannot obtain to be tortured hereafter
be will (when permitted) torment in this fide of time;
hence if poflefions of bodies be fo great a plague, how
much worfe is it to have him reign malter of our fouls ?
Wherefore let us watch and pray againtt every fin, the
leaft of which is more pleafing to him and worfe_to us
than the being fo corporally tormented.

If Satan, as a {pirit, may infinuate himfe'f into our hu.
mours, no wonder that by having fuch advantage in the
temper, he can influence the phlegmatic to fluth, the cho.
leric to anger, the fanguine to luft and finful pleafure,
the melancholic to defpair, &:. So they who think that
they ftand, have need to take heed left they fall, and to
pray that the watchman of 1fracl may mike an hedge a-
bout them and their houfe, and abeut all that they have
on every fide. :

Let this not only roufe our diligence and ftir up our
gratitude for.not being affeted alike: but let it recal
our admiration and love of Jefus Chrift, who hath freed
our fouls and bodies from the power and flavery of .Satan;
and finding ourfelves.too weak for him, in awarding thefe
deluding pleafures which procure our being deferted by
Ged, and are Satan’s baits to this fearful thraldom ; let
us run to the rock of ages for prote&ion and fupport, our
fufficiency being only of God. :

Secing there are witches and devils, there are alfo ime
.mortal fouls of the firft, fince the lat do contra® for
.them, and take fuch pains to retain them; fo that the
Sadducees, though they have a judicial blindnefs in their
reafon, are hereby rendered inexcufable by very fenfe.
Evil books, which ftir up and enfnare curious fancies,
that are feldom accompanied with accurate judgments,

the foul’s looking-outward diverting it from diving into
the depths of truth) are to be reftrained ; and alfo fuch
ridiculous pamphlets, as no doubt, by the inftigation of
Satan, have lately beem fent abroad, of defign to frufe
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trate any good ufe which might be made of fuch rare
providences, as are contained in the enfuing narrative, by
forging others, or difguifing this.

This has been delayed fo long to be publifhed, partly
that there might be the more narrow fcrptiny made into
the mattersof fa& : and partly, by fome accidents which
did retard :} In it the reader is not to expe& any ac-
curacy of ftyle. becaufe the defigned fhortnefs did occa-
fion the wrapping up of much matter in fmall bounds,

. and the punQual exa&tnefs of truth in every circumftance
was the chief aim, fo that other defe&s ought to be the
lefs quarrelled.

The ficft edition of this Preface, Narratwe, &c. was pnnt-
ed at Edinburgh, by James Watfon in 16g8, and entit-
led, ¢ True Narrative of the fufferings and relief of a
Young Girl, who was ftrangely molefted by evil fpirits
and their inftruments in the weft. ColleGted from
authentic teftimenies, with a preface and poft{cript.

Containing refleGions on what is moft material or
curious, either in the biftory or trial of the Seven
Witches who were condemned and burnt

in the Gallowgreen of Paifley.

Jos ii. 6. And the Lord faid unto Satan, behold, be is in
thine hand; but fave bis life.

M4TTH. xv. 22. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, thou fon of
David ; my daughter is grievoufly vexed with a devil.

Rom.xv. 20. dnd the God of peace fhall bruife Sa:aa undey

your feet fhortly.”’




TRUF

'NARRATIVE,
' " OF '
. 'THE SUFFERINGS AND RELIEF

. YOUNG GIRL.

IT .was about the end of Auguft 1696, when the firft
rife and occafion was given, (fo far as can be known} to
thefc ftrange things that befel the child, wha is the fub
je&t of this narrative, ‘and 'the manner was thus s

" Chriftian Shaw, daughter to a gentleman of good ac-
count, called Johnh -Shaw, laird of Bargarran®, in the pa-
rith of Erfkine, within thé fhire of Renfrew : a fmart
lively girl, and of good inclinations, about eleven years of
age, perceiving one of the maids of the houfe, named Ka-
therine Campbell, to fteal aod drink fome milk, fhe told
her mother of it ; whereupon the maid Campbell (being
a young ‘woinan of a proud and revengeful temper, and

. ™ A lirtle towards the fouth from the caftle of Brikine, flards
the houfe of Bargarran, the feat of John Shaw of Bargarran, whofe
angeftors, for nigh three hupdred years, have poffefled thele lands,
and derive their defcent from a younger brother of the family of
Sauchie, now reprefented by Sir John Shaw of Greenock (anne
1697), Fheintermarriages of this houfe have been with fome of
-the moft confiderable gentry of this country; as the familics of
Kclfosland, Mains, Raifs, Weodhead, Glorat, Livingtone of Haina
ing, Craigends, and Northbarst - * - : a
: " Crawfurd's éﬁ_ﬂ'q of the Shire of Renfrew,
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sich addi®ed to curfing and fwearing npon any light
wccafion, and otherwile given to purloining,) did, ia a
moft hideous rage, thrice imprecate the curfe of God
upon the child; and at the fame time did thrice utter
thefe horrid words, The devil harle (that is, drag) your
{oul throygh hell. / This paft upon-Monday, Auguft 17th,
in prefence &f Téveral witneffes, who afterwards made ¢vi-
dence of it.

Upon the Friday following, being Auguft 2 rst, about -
fun-rifing, one Agnes Naefmith, an old widow woman,
ignorant, and of a malicious dispofition, addi@ed te
threatnings, (which fometimes were obferved to be fol-
lowed with fatal events), who lived in the ucighhourhood,
came to Bargarran’s houfe; where finding the child,
Chriftian, in ﬁme court with-her younger fifler, .fhe atked .
how the lady and young child did, and how old the young.
fucking child . wis ; to:which Chriltian replied, what do
I know ? Then Agnes atked, how herfelf did, and how
old the was ; to which fhe anfwered, that the was well,
and in the eleventh year of-her age. . . :
- On the Saturday night thereafter, being Aug. 22. the’
child.went to bed in goad health ; but fo foon as fhe fell
afleep, began to #ruggle -and .cry, Help, help | and
then fuddenly.got up, .and did.fly over the top o1 a reft-
ing bed, wheie.fhe was lying (ber father, mother, and
others:being in the room, and to their great aftonifhment
and .gdmiration) with fuch violence, that probably her
brains had* been dafhed out, if a woman, providentially
ftanding by, and fupported by a door at her back, had
"not broke the force of the child’s motion ; ;who being
laid in another bed, yemained &iff and infenfible as if fhe
‘had been dead, Tor the fpace of half an hour; but for
forty-cight hours thercafter could not fleep, crying out
of violent pains through her whole body, and no fooner

_ began to fleep or turn drowfy but fcemed greatly affright-
ed, crying fill, Help, help. ‘ :
-.After this the pain fixe in her left fide, and. her body
was often fo bent and rigid, as fhe ftood like a- bow ¢a

\
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ther feet and neck at once, and cuntinued without powes
of fpeech, except in fome fhort intgrvals, for cight days;
. during which time, fhe had fcarce half an hour’s inter-
miffion together, the fits taking her fuddenly, and both
coming on and going off by a fwerff or fhort dcliquium,
- but eppeared perfe&ly well and fenfible in the intervals.
But about the middle of September, her fits returned
in a manner differing from the former, whercin fhe feemed
to fight and ftruggle with fomething that was invifible to
fpeQators, and her a&ion appeared as if fhe had been de-
fénding herfelf from fome whe were affaulting or attempt-
. ing to hurt her, and this with fuch force that four ftrong
men were fcarcely able to hold her; and when any of the
people touched any part of her body, fhe did cry and
fcreceh with fuch vehemence; as if they had been killing
her, but could not fpeak. . v o
Before this time, as fhe was feized with the trouble,
her parents had called for phyficians from Paifley, viz:
. John White, apothecary, a near relation, and afterwardas
Dr. Jobnftone; who took blood, and applied feveral
things, both at firft, and afterwards, without any dif-
ternable effe@ upon the patient, cither to the better or
_worfe: and fhe all the ®hile of thefe later fits being
afli®ed with extraordivary rifings and fallings of her
belly, like the motion of a pair of bellows! and fuch
ftrange movings of her body, as made the whole bed fhe
lay on fhake, to the great confternation of fpe&ators.
Same days thercafter was an alteration in her fits, fo
far, that fhe got foeaking, during the time of them ; and
while fhe was in the fits, fell a erying, that Katherine
Campbell and Agnes Naefmith, were cutting her fide, and
other parts of her body ; which parts were in that time
violently tormented. And when the fit was over, the fill
averred, that fhe had feen the fame perfons, doing the
. fame things which fhe complained of, while under the &t,
(it being remarkable that in the intervals fhe was ftill as
well and fenfible as ever) and weuld not believe but that
ethers prefent faw them a& well as fhe! in this condition
: 2
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fhe continued with fome, bat not very ~confiderable vari-
-ation, either as to the fits or intervals, for the fpace
of a month. ,
After which time fhe was conveyed to Glafgow:, where
»Dr. Brifbane®, a phyfician defervedly famed for fkilb and
experience, did by Mr. Henry Marfhall, apothecary, ap-
ply medicine to her ; after which having ftaid in Glafgow
about ten days, and being brought home to the country,
fhe had near a fortnight’s intermiffion. But then her fits
returned, with this difference, that the knew. when they
were coming, by a pain in her left fide, which fhe felt
before they came, and in thefe fits, her throat was pro.
digioufly drawn down toward her breag, and her tongue
back into her throat ; her whole body becoming fiff agd
extended, as a dead cerpfe, without fenfe or motion';
and fometimes her tongue was drawn out of her mouth
over her chin to a wonderful length, - her tecth fetting
together {o faft upon it, that thofe prefent were forced to
thruft fomething betwixt herteeth, for faving her tongue,
/And it was oft obferved that-her tongue was thus tortured
! when fhe effayed to pray. And in this condition the was
for fome time, with fenfible intervals wherein fhe had
perfe& health, and could give a full account of what fhe
was heard to utter while in the fit. .
For feveral days thefe fits continuing with fome va.
riation, her parents refolved to return icr to ‘Glafgow,
_ that fhe might there have the more conveniency of being
under the do&or’s overfight and care, for further difcern-
ing the nature of her trouble, and making ufe of the
moft probable natural remedies. But being on-her way
to her grandmother’s houfe at Northbar, the did thruft or -
fpit out of her mouth parcels of hair, fome curled, fome
pleited, fome knotted, of different colours, and in large
quantities : and thus fhe continued to do in feveral {woon-
ing fits every quarter of an hour, both in her paflage to

*The Son of the Reverend Divine, Mr. Matthew Brifbane,
Parfen of Erfkine, who was defcended from the Brifbanes of
Bilhopton,  Vide Grawfurd's Hifory of the Shire of Renfrezu.
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Glalgow, which was by boat oa Thur{day, Nov, 12thi:
and when the was in Glafgow, for the fpace of three days
enfuing, fhe put frequently hair out of her meuth, and
in as great quantities as the firt day ; her former {werffing
: or fwooning ‘fits recurring as often throughout the days
as before ;: and thereafter from Monday to Thur{day fol-
lowing, the putout of hermouth coal cinders about the big-
nefs of chefnuts, fome whereof were fo hot that they
could fcarcely be handled, one of which, Dr. Brifbane
being by her when fhe took it out of her mouth, felt to
be hotter than the heat of any onc’s body could make it.
Then for the fpace of two days in thefe {wooning fits, as
formerly, there was put, or taken out' of her mouth,
{ftraw in great quantities, though but omc firaw at once
folded up together, which when put out returned to its,
length, was found to be both long and brpad, and it was
remarkable that in one of them there was a little fmall pin
found. Thereafter were put out of her mouth, bones of
various forts and fizes, as bones of fowls, and fmall bones,
-of the heads of kine, and then fome fmall fticks of candle
fir, (afort of fir inthe country, that burns like candle),
one of which was about three or four inches long ; which,
when any upon fight of either bones or fticks took hold
of to pull but, they found them either held by her teeth
fet together upon them, or forcibly drawn back into ber
throat; particularly Archibald Bannatyne, of Kellie
* younger, obferving a bone in her mouth like a duck fhank
-or leg bone, and effaying to pull it out, he declared, he
found fomething drawing it back into her throat ; fo that
it took a deal of force to get it pulled out. It is to be
noticed, that fhe never knew how thefe things were
brought into her mouth, and when they were got out
of it, the immediately recovered of her fit for that time.
After this, fhe put vut of her mouth fome quantity of
uncléan hay intermixed with dung, as if it had been taken
out of a dunghill, which was {o ftinking, that the damfel
could not endure the naufeating tafte and vile relifh thofe
things produced in her moutcl;, which did neceffitate her
' 3
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~ fill to rinfe her mouth with water, after the puttiag of
that fort of matter out of it. Thea for mare than a.day’s
{pace, fhe put out of her mouth a number of wild fowls
feathers ; after that a gravel-ftone, which .in the judge-
ment of beholders, had been paffed by fome perfons in a -
gravel fit, with fome fmall white ftones, and a whole nut
gall, (wherewith they ufe to dye and to make ink), ta-
gether with lumps of candle greafe, and egg fhells ; dur-
ing which time, (he continued as formerly 1n her recur-
ring fwooning fits, with fome intervals' wherein fhe was
in perfet health: of all which there were many famous
witnefles, who-in that city, (befides thofe who were
continually with her) came frequently to vifit her,

It is to be noticed, that the damfel at the time of the
putting out of her mouth the fticks above-mentioued,
being in bed about eight o’clock at night, told fhe was

'to be grievoufly tormented with fore fits at night, which
" accordingly fell out; for a little thereafter, fhe fell into
a long {woon, wherein the bad no ufe of any fenfe,
either of hearing, feeing, or feeling ; fo as though oft-
times the beholders called to her with a loud voice, mov-
ing alfo and toffing her body, all was to no purpefe, and
when the Laird of Kellie younger, above-pamed, to try
the truth, gave her a.very fore pinch in the arm, fhe had
no fenfe of it in the time.- After recovery from the fwaon, .
but yet continuing in -the fit, the fell a reafoning with
-Katharine Campbell after this manner: “ Thon_fitteft .
there with a {tick in thy band to put in my mouth, but
through God’s {treagth thou fhalt not get leave = thon
art permitted to torment me, but | truft in God thou
thalt never get my life, though it is my life thou defignells’
{ And at that time calling-for a Bible-and canille), {aid,
"come near me, Katie, and I’ll let thee fee where a godly
- man was given up to Satan to be tormented, but God
kept his life in his own hand ;- and fo I truft in God
thou fhalt never get my life, and all that thea fhalt be
permitted to do unto me,..I hopr through God’s mercy
fhall turn to my advantage. This man was robbed of all,
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" and tormented in body,, and had nothing Icft him but an
ill wife. Come ncar me, Katie, and Il read it to thee. .
. And reading that paffage of Job, when fhe came to the
“place where his wife faid to him, Curfe God and diel
.the damfel confidering’ thefe words a little, faid, O!
what a wife has this been, that bids her goodman curfe
"God and.die? the who- fhould have heen a comfort to
him in his treuble, turned a crofs to him 2”  Then after
reading of the chapter to the end, fhe looks towards the
foot ‘of the bed and faid, ¢ Now Katie, what thinkeft
_thoun of that? thou feeft for all the power the devil got
over Job, he gained no ground on him; and I hope he
fhall gain aslittle on me. . Thy malter the devil deceives
thee ; he is a bad mafter whom thou f¢rveft, and thou
fhalt find it to thy fmart, except thou repent before thou
die. There is no repentance to be had after death. 1'll
let thee fce, Katie, there is 0o repentance in hell.” And
.turning over the book, citing Luke, Chap. xvi. near the
Iatter end thereof, and reading the fame over, faid,
¢ Katie, thou feeft there is no repentance in hell, for this
rich man befought Abraham to teftify to his five brethren,
that they come not to the place of tormeat, where he
"was, but repent and turn to the Lord, for there is no
winning out, if once they come there ; now, Katie, thou
heard this, what thinkelt thou of it? I’I1 let thee hear
another place which fhould. pierce. thy very heart, and
turning over_the Book, faid the would read about Adam
and Eve ; thou knoweft, Katie, the ferpent the devil, thy
mafter, thought to have ruined m_ankinnl'gt the begining,
his malice was fo great at that blefled Rtate wherein they
were then, feeing himfelt catt down from all hopes of
mercy, .ufed all _means. poffible for him to.fubvert.their
bappinefs, by fuggefting to them fair pramifes, and a
profpe&:of advantage to them before their eyes, in cauf-
" ing them eat that forbidden fruit, whercby they and their
poftenty fell from that cftate wherein they were, and were
made {ubje to God’s curfe for ever: but God did net
{uffer them to be at this ftance, but of his infinite mercy
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fhewed them a better way, whereby they might have life
cternal by revéaling to them that blefled promife, ¢ The.
feed of the woman thall bruife the head of the ferpent.”
Now, Katie, what thinkeft tl:ou of that promife? but have
mind of this, thou'lt get no advantage by it, ’tis not
made to thee, who haft renounced God’s fervice, and ta-
ken on with the devil, thou art his flave, thou deniedft this,
but [ know thou art a hypocrite ; for I remember, when
thou wal in my mother’s houfe, thou bought a Catechifm
upon a pretence to learn to read, to cloak thy fin: Wilt
thop hear me, knoweft thou the reward of the hypocrite?
I’ll let thee hear it ; remember Mr. William Gillies was
leQuring the other day upon the xxiii. of Matthew, where
many a woe is pronounced againft the hypocrite, eight
dreadful woes here, Katie, and fome of tiem belong to
thee; but I’ll tell thee more, knoweft thou the reward
" .of the hypocrite : they fhall be caft into the lake that
burns for ever, that’s their portion ; doft thou hear this
now ?' thou turneft thy back to me, when I am telling the
truth; if 1 were reading a ftory-book, or telling atale to
thee, thou wouldft hear that. Remember it will be thy
“portion too, if thou do not repent, and confefs, and feek -
-mercy.”” Again, turning over the book, fhe read about
"Pilate, faying, ¢ Pilate he made a fhew of cleanfing him-
“felf of Chrift’s blood, he wafhed his hands and declared
himfelf innocent ; but for all his wathing, he had a foul
heart ; he would not lofe his office for the faving of
Chrift’s life ; he knew well enough that Chrift was an in<
nocent perfon ; but he preferred his honour before Chrift; -
therefore to pleafe the Jews, and to quench the ftruggling
in his confcience, he wathed his harnds, and then delivered
Chrift to be crucified by them.” Thus fhe continued for
more than two hours {pacé ; reafoning at this rate, and
exhorting her to repent, quoting many places of Scrip-
ture through the Revelation and Evangelifts. - And
when any offered to pull her Bible from her, fhe uttered
borrid fcreechs and outcries, faying, ¢ fhe would-neves

3



in fpight of all the devils.

s
part with her Bible as iong gs'ﬂieilivéd; the would kcep it

Befor¢ we pafs from this, it will be needful to give the

" reader advertifement of fomeé things. 1. That while the

called for her Bible and a candle, fhe néither heard nor
faw any of thofe perfons who wefe then altually and
difcernably prefent in the ‘room’ with her, and

_that Katherine Campbell, to whom fhe direfted her.

fpeech was not difcernably prefent to any other body but

- herfelf.. And the pinch fhe got in her infenfible fit, the
" found and complained ‘of the pain-of it'in that part after.
. ward, but kuew not how fhe came by it, nor blamed ahy
. of her tormentors, for it. 2. That thefe words fét down
" as fpoken by her were the very fame both for words ahd
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order as nearly as they could be gathered and remembered
by the hearers withoiit any addition of theirown. 3. That

" although fhe was a girl of a pregnant {pirit above her age,
_and had much of the Scriptures, and withal had pretty

ood underftanding,above what might be expe@ed ofoneof
et years, of the fundamental principles of religion taught

" in the Catechifms ; yet we doubt not in {o ftrong 2 com-

‘bat, the Lord did by his good fpirit ‘gracioufly afford her
, a more than ordinary meafure of aﬂiﬁ
" at othcr times in the like debates.

ance, both now and

Sometime after the putting out of her mouth the trafh
above-mentioned, fhe fell into extremely violent fits, with
lamentable crying; four pérfons being “hardly able to

 withhold her from climbing up theé walls of the chamber,
" or from otherways doing herfeIf hurt, meantime having po
~ power of fpeech while in the ‘fit,” buther back and the
. reft qf her body grievoufly pained, in which condition

the continued four or five days with the ufual fenfible in-

i tervals, in which the declared, ‘that four men, Alexander

and James Anderlons, and other two, of whom fhe gave
particular agd exa@ marks, but kiew not their names,

" were tormenting her, It was obferved fhat many of

thefe he' named wete known to be "pcr[ofisr‘ of- 111 fame, as
thefe two pérfons laflt named were. It is alfo'rcmarkable :
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that for fome time fhe knew not the name of the faid A.
lexander Henderfon, till one day he came a-begging to the
door of the houfe, where the damfel was, whom the feeing,
immediately cried out, ¢ that was he whom fhe had fees
among the crew.” R :
After this fhe fcll into other fits, wherein fhe faw the
forenamed perfons with fome others, and hicard and faw
feveral things that paft among them. Particularly, flie
fometimes told when fhe was to take the fits, how often fhe
would take them, (which fell out accordingly), with
fome difcourfe that were among them relating to herfelf
and others. =~
About the cighth of December, being brought home
again from Glafgow, and having had fix or fevén' days
refpite from her fits, fhe aftcrwards fell into frightful aid
terrifying fits ; the occafion whereof fhe declared to bey
her fecing the devil in prodigious and horrid  fhapés,
threatening to devour her, and then fhe would fall’ dedd
and ftiff with all the parts of her body diftended and ftretch<
ed out as a corpfe without fenfe or motion, which fits as
they came fuddenly on without her knowledge, fo the did
as fuddenly recover and grew perfeétly wcﬁ; ind they
ufually came on when fhe effayed to pray. In which
time alfo other fits took her more fenfibly, fhe knowidg
. when they were a.coming, how long they would continuc,
,and when they would ‘return; in which fits her eyes
. Rrangely altered, and tugned in her head to the admira
tion of fpeQators, with a continual painful ‘working a~
" bout her heart, fometimes her joints were complicate and
drawn together, and her forehead drawn forcibly about
toward her thoulders; which’fits fhe took by firlt falling into
" a fwoon, and after her violent fits, inftantly recovertd after
the fame manner. During this time, the fits altered again
as to their times of coming and continuance ; in which
fhe fometimes endeavoured to bite her own fingers, or any
thing elfe ‘that came in her way, alfo when fhe faw the
perfons before-mentioned, one’ or two of them about her,
pointing them out to the perfons prefent with her, though
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by them unfeem, and fometimes declaring that fhe had
yi; bold of .them by their cloaths, particularly, December
jei 17+ fhe being in a fore fit, fhe cried out of feveral per-
¢ iz fons that were townenting her; and being in the bed,
~grafped with her hands towards the foot of it; and ggied
t,[; out that fhe had got a grip of the fleeves of ome ] P’s.
< jerkin (or jacket) which was, as fhe faid, duddie, (thatis
., Tagged or tattered) at the elbows: and at that very in-
+da fant, the damfel’s mother and aunt heard the found of the:
i rending ortearing of a cloth, but faw or felt nothing, only
,ui Tound in each of the damfcl’s hands, which were faftclofed,
" when they got them opened, a bit of red cloth, looking
i astorn off a garment ; of which ind of eloth-there had
ta:been none in the room at that time, nor ia the whole
+fi-houfe, nor near it that any knew of. - Another particu-
«dy lar the told, was, that there was fuch an one among the-
115 crew going to prick het tongue, which theréupon was in-
i ftantly pulled back into her throat, fhe lying dumb for a
43 oonfiderable fpace. Sometimes upon herrecovery from her
45 fits, the told that (he heardfeveral things fpoken and com-
o tuned among her aflitors, but durft not make them
o|s known ; becaufe they threatened to torment her after
¢ this, or the other'manner, if flie fhonld make them known,
v and accordingly, when, by her mother or others, fhe was
a3 prevailed with to begin to tell them, inftantly the torment’
su fcll out as was threatened. Shic told further, that hey
4 -tormentors appeared to her ufually with lights and ftrange
il ,fzm of candles, which were frightfel for her to look te
+ them. o ' ' :
ﬂ;h Thus .fhe continued till the firlt of Jamuary 16g7, not
iz ouly in the fits fore-mentioned with- fome alterations, but
iz fell likewife by fwooning, into light fits, wherein-fhe con«
;s tinued about two or three hours together, fometimes more,
i Jometimes lefs, with very fhort intervals, in which fits *
- ‘the did not much cpmplain of pain; .but had a-great
«# :palpitation in ber breaft, and fometimes in other parts of
.1 . heér body, firange ard-unaccountable motions, which con-
" igued m a greater or -lefler . degres, -duriog the wholc
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time of the fit, wherein fhe was fomewliat light, and nod
fo folid in her mind as at other times, though in the
intervals of thefe, as of all other fits fhe was {ufficiently,
compofed ; which fits.as ‘all the relt, came fud.
denly. on, and went as fuddenly off by a fwoon ot
fwerf., - . e, .
Before we proceed further in the relation, let it be no-
ticed, firlt, that the forefaid Agnes, Naifmith, ‘being
brought by the parents a fecond time (to fee the damfel,
did, (though not defired) pray for her, viz. ¢ That the
Lord God of heaven and carth might fend the damfel her
health, and try out the verity :"* After which, the damfel
declared that thopgh the faid Agnes had formerly been
very troublefome. to her, yet, from that time forth, fhe
did no more appear to her, as her tormentor, but on the
contrary, as fhe apprehended, defending her from the fury
of thereft. 2. It isfurther here to be noticed, that the
forcnamed XKatharine Campbell, could by no means be
prevailed with to.pray for the damfel, but upom the
contrary, when defired by fome, curfed them, and all the
family of Bargarrany and in particular the damfel and all
that belonged to her, withal adding this grievous impre.
cation, *The devil let her never grow better, nor any
concerned in her, be in a better condition than fhe was in,
for what they had done to her.”” Which words fhe {poke
before feveral famous witnefles.. 3. That Bargarran hav-
ing prevailed with the fheriff depute of the fhire, to im-
prifon the faid Katharine Campbell, fhe from the time of
her imprifonment, never appeared to the damfel; (though
formerly fhe had ordinarily appcared as one of her moft
violent tormentors) except once or twice, at which times,
.it was found upon after enquiry, that fhe was not in the
.Tolbooth, but either in the jailor’s houfe, or had libérty
granted her to go out to church.. 4. That at the time
when the damfel did put out of her mouth the hair and
~other trath, as above related, Katharine Campbell being
-taken intp cuftody, there was found in her pocket a ball
of hair of feveral oolouss, which wap afterwardu throwp

£ 7
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/into the fire, after which time the damfel put no more
‘bair out of her month. And it is to be further noticed,
that fhe faid, fhe heard among the crew, when torment-
ing her, that Katherine Campbell made that ball of hair
found in her pocket, of the hair of the damfel’s head
~which had been cut when her trouble began, and which
did agree in colour, &c. when compared. -

Upon the firft day of fanuary, about téen o’clock at
night, fhe fell by fwoonings into fte differing from the
formes,#4 that " aftes the {wooning fit was over, fhe la
quict, as if fhe had been dead, making mo motion at a
with her body ia the bed; yet at the fame time thofe
prefent heard her mournful talking, but with a low and
hardly audible voice, and repeating feveral ftories in me-
tre, which they thought to be expreflions of the rife and
progrefs of her own trouble; and thus fhe coatinued, (fill
withal paming fome of the forementioned perfons) till
ter parents and others offered to roufe her, IK touching'
and moving her body ; whereupon inftantly fhe uttered
horeid fcreeches, and cried as if fhe had been pierced
through with {words, and affaulted for her life; after
which the fell a finging, leaping, and daaciag for a long
time, Jaughing with a loud voice, in an uaufual manner,
tearing down the hamgings of the bed, and pulliog off her
head-cloaths and neck-cloaths ; in which extravagancies
fhe was a&ted with fuch a force and ftrength, that her fa.
ther and minifter, though joining their whole firength
together, could not get her dancing and lesping hinder-
ed. But after prayer, the minifter finding her compofed,
inquired if fhe remembered what fhe had done in time of
the fit; to which fhe replied, That fhe diftin&ly remem«
bered her mifcarriages, and in fpecial her finging and
dancing, faying withal, that the witches inclofing her in
a ring (or circle), and dancing ‘and finging about her,
was the occafion of her dancing, whicli fhe then gladly

erformed with the reft.  For fome days after -fhe had
xh_l after this manner, with fome variation ; in- one of
which fits, a3 fhe was zearli_llag off her head-drefa cloaths,
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‘het parents reflolving to fee what would be the event, did
make no hindrance to her; whereupon - fhe ftript herfelf
of all her cloaths, that were upon her, not leaving fo
much as her fmock upon her body, if that had ieen
permitted. : ‘
After this, toward or about the 11th Jan. the fell into
fits different from the former, In which fhe was fuddenly
carried away from her parents and others that were about
her, with a fudden flight, and in thé firft of thefe (to
their great amazement ) through the chamber and hall,
down a long winding ftair toward the tower-gate, with
fuch a Iwift and unaccountable motion, that it was not
in the power of any to prevent her, her feet not touch-
ing the groynd, fo far as any of the beholders could dif-
gerny being heard in her motion to laugh in an unufual
- thanner; but,by- divire providence, the gate being fhyt,
her motion; was ftept till fuch time as fome of the family *
ould avertake her, wha endeavouring to. carry her back,
found her inftantly fall as one dead, and become ftiff ; in
which pofture,, being brought back to the chamber, fhie
lay for a confiderable fpace. And being recovered, fhe
did declare, that there were abouﬁ the number of nine or
ten perfons who had carried her away in a fhuc' (as fhée
termed it, ithat'is,. as one {winging upon a ropé¢) wherein
fhe' then:took pleafyre, her fect nat- at all touching the
ground, to her apprehenfion. - e
The . night. following, fhe was fuddenly carried away,
23 beforg, from her pareats and .others who were about
her, through. the chamber and h'a'll; and fixteen large
fteps of a winding fair, up toward the tdp of the houfe
where:the met with apparitions of ftrange and unacceunt-
able things, but was carried down again, as fhe thoughty
io a:fhue ordWwing,, afferting, after her recovery, that fhe
met upan the ftair the number of fix womea and four
‘meny and. by them was carried toward the gate again,
wherg accordingly fhe was found, and was carried up as
fo‘-n:ﬁyx all the parts of hier body diftended and fiff as
onk dead 3-in which pofture fhe lay for fome time, ard
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when recovering, declared, that both now and formerly,
fhe had endeavoured to open the gate, and that thefe fhe
faw about her were helping her, with a defign to get her
to the court, to drown her in the well, whieh fhe faid the
heard them faying among them{elves, they intended to do,
and that then the world would believe fhe had deftroyed
herfelf. It is oblervable that (thefe kind of fits continu- .
ing with her for fome few days) in one of them fhe was
ftopped at the gate, and found in the fore-meationed
potture, which was neither locked mnor barred; yet
could they not get it opened, though both the and her tor- .
mentors eadeavoured it. . i

Before we proceed in the relation, it is not to be omit- .
ted that as foon as the damfel’s afliGion was obferved to
be extraordinary and preternatural, there were (befides
times formerly fet apart in a more private way) at the de-
fire of the parents and minifter, and by the prefbytery’s
fpecial order, a minifter or two appointed to. meet every
week, at thc’imoufc of Bargarran, to join with the family,
the minitter of. the parifh, and other good chriftians of*
the neighbourhoed, in falting and praying, which ufually
fell to be on the Tuefday. And upon-Jan. 12th, it being
the turn of Mr. Patrick Simpfon, a ncighbour minifter,
to be there, when he came to the heule he found both
the minifter of the parifh, .aud the brother who was to
join with him had, beea neceflarily withdrawn ; yet re-
folved to carry on the wark with aflitance of three elders,
fome other good people being prefent.  When he firft
faw the damﬁ'el after he came to the houfe, he found her
under fome leffer fits which came and went off quickly,
and when prayer began fhe was (iluigt and fober during .
the fame, but in time of finging the xcjii. Pfal. fhe fell
into a fore fit, of greater continuance, firft laughing,
then making fome found like ﬁn?ing, after that pulling
her head cloaths down over her face,. and lallly, tirning .
fo outrageeus in her motions that her father’ could fcarce. -
get her holden with his whole ftrength, but behoved to -
lie over tpon the bed wli;b her in his arms’ until the fis

2
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abated : after her recovery from which, fhe was quiet
and compofed all the time of prayer, and while the mi-
nifter leQured on Mark ix. from 14, to 36. v. was very
uttentive, carcfully looking in her Bible the Scriptures
quoted, fo all along both in time of prayer and finging,
until the whole religious exercife was ended, and fome
refrefhment after the fame taken, at the end of which fhe
told the company, fhe had fomething to tell, which fhe
had heard fome among her tormentors faying, which fhe
durft not reveal ; but the minifter and her mother urging
her to Ue free and not to obey the devil, the faid, fhe woald
tell it her mother in her ear. Then coming from the
ether fide of the table, and placing herfelf betwixt her
mother and aunt, fhe began to whifper in her mother’s
ear; but before fhe got a fentence fully pronounced, fhe
fell into a violent fit, fo as her mother and thofe next her
could fearcely hold her till the violence thereof began to
abate, and then her mother told that fhe was {peaking of a
meeting and a feaft, they had fpoke of in the orchard
of Bargarran, but wasable to fay no more, and after re-
covery, her mother defiring her to tell-the reft of it, and
fhe beginning to whifper in her car, as before, could not
get one word uttered till fhe was feized again of a fit as
violent as the former. Whereupon the minitter perceiv-
ing her torment, defired them to forbear any further
troubling of her. Notice, that accordingly there was a
feaft and meeting in that orchard about that time, of the
crew, acknowledged and declared afterwards by three of
them, that confefled themfelves to have been there, viz.
Elizabeth Anderfon, James and Thomas Lindfays, they
not knowing what cither the damfel had fpoken, or
onc of them what another had confcffed relating
thereunto.  See No. A of the Appendix '

About or within a little after this time, fhe was again
fuddenly carr’ed from them in the former manner dowa
a ftair, which goes off from a corner of the chamber to a
cellat juft below it, where her brother and fifter were
providentially gone down a little before, to bring fome

- B ~



-

81 .
" drink from the cellar, and already pear the flair foot,
with a lighted candle, which fhe foon put out; but they
crying and holding her by the "head-cloaths, quickly dif-
covered to ‘the reft -where fhe was. Upon which Mr.
Alexander King, minifter at Bonhill, (being thea in the
chamber) made hafte down' ftiirs where he found her, but
her brother and fifter had loft hold of her, fhe having
loofed her head.cloaths and let them go ; yet Mr. King
baving caught hold of her, kept her in his arms till 2
lighted candle was brought, and endcavouring to bring
her up ftairs, did declare that he found fomething forcibly
drawing her downwards, but he Rill keeping his hold,
fhe fell ftiff, as ore dead upon the fair, and ‘was in this
pofture carried up and laid in bed,” where fhe lay a con.
fiderable fpase. And when recovered of the fit, fhe de-
clared that the-occafion: of her 'going down ftairs with
fach force, was, that the cré¢w had fuggefed to her while
fhe was in the light fits, that the devil was in the meal cheft:
in the cellar, and that if fhe would go down and put out
the candle, fhe might force him out of it. Notice here,’
firft, that when fome fits of this kind were ready to feize:
her,: fhe {fometimes gave advertifement thereof to thofe pre-
fent with her, giving figns of her earnch defire of their
help te prevent her motion, which ufually proved to be of
good effe®, wherein the divine mercy toward her is much
to be obferved. 2. It is alfo to be noticed, that about
the time when fhe wasin thefe flying fits, fhe ufed to utter
horrid fhrieks and outcries, not like thofe of rational crea-
tures; in which time there were heard for three nights
together when the damfel was afleep in bed, fhricks and
eutcries of the fame kind in the court, when none of the
family was without doors, to the great affrightment of
thofe who heard them, being that they exattly refembled
the cries of, and fhri¢ks the damfel ufed to utter in the
fits ; who afterwards in one of her intervals hearing fome
of the family talking of ‘thefe crics and thricks, and dl-:
ledging they had been uttered by fome wild beaft or ether,
faid to them they were mii_ilhkcn, for it was Margarot.
3



Aund two others of the name of Margaret, called by the
the crew their Maggies, had uttered thefe fhricks, the de-
vil having promiled to them at that time to carry her out
of the boufe to them, that they might drown her in the
well, where there were cighteen more waiting far
her.

. After this fhe fell into fretting and angry fits (as fhe
termed them) in which her humour was crofs to all that
thofe about her could fay or do, nothing proving to her

{atisfa&tion, but every thing difpleafing, (her former fits.

withal now and thea feizing her) but when reftored toa
right compofure of mind, fhe declared that her torment-
ors about her, did fill fuggeft to her and advife her, to
go to fuch and fuch remote places of the houfe alone, and
Lring with her a fnood (which is a head-lace, fuch as wo-
mea tie up their hair with) or a cravat or fome fuch thing,

promifing her rough almonds or fome kinds &f fwect.

meats which they named to her, and for that end, to bring
her apron with her to hold them in, and accordingly when
feized again with fits of this nature, did refolutely eadca-
vour to repair to thefe places having a fnood or cravat
and her apron with her,. and would fuffer none to be in
her company, which put her parents and others to a pe-
ceffity of detaining her by force, and fhe being thus pre-

vented, uttered hideous fcreeches and outcries, of which .

ia this fort of fits the was feldom free.

Thurfday, January 14th, at night, a young lafs or girl.

appeared to her with a fcabbed face among
her tormentors, telling her the was to come to the houfe
to-morrow about ten o’clock, and forbidding her to, re-
veal it. : : :

" The next day being January t5th, in the-afternoon,
the damfel carneftly enquired at her mother and the reft
of the family what beggars had come to the gate that

the reft of .

day, and of what countenance and vifage they were? but

the family not knowing her defign in fuch a quekion,
gave no heed unto it; yet fhe. ftill infifting, and being in

company with her mother and auother gentlewoman, a-
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bout four o'clock at night, faid to them, fhe thought the
might tell them fomewhat (the time being now palt) the
was forbidden to reveal it; but heginuing to tell, the
prefently fell a crying, that fhe was tormented and prick-
ed through her whole body, yet recovering from the fit,
went on and told it ; the thing fhe bad to reveal was,
that a fcabbed faced lafs appeared to her yefternight, and-
was to be at the gate this day at ten o’clock.  Where.
. upon the fervants being enquired at, what {ort of beggars’
had beea there that day, did declare among others, tnére
had been a beggar wife at the door, and a young woman
or lafs with her who had fcabs on her face, and received
their alms. R ]

Jan. 16thand 17th, -when recovered ‘of her {wooning’
fits, fhe put.out'of her mouth a great number of pins,
which fhe declared § — P had forcedinto her mouth
and a gentlewoman who had been one of her meft violent
tormentors. ’ C U

Jan. 21. her fits altered again, after this manner; fhe
would fall in them with heavy fighs and groans, and hi. ~
deous outcrics, telling thofe about “her that cats, ravens,
owls, and hoifes, were deftroying and preffing her down
m the bed : and at the fame time. her mother "and' ano-’
ther gemtlewoman, béing in the room withi ‘her, did’
declare, that immediately after -they: had - taken
the girl out of her bed in this condition they did
fee fomething moving under the bed-cloaths as big as a-
cat. . e ' .

The fame morning, in the interval of her fits, fhe faid-
fhe heard her tormentors whifper among themfelves, and
fuggeft to oae another, (maming J.—r P the
Andcrfons and othen) that the - devil'had -promifed and-
engaged to them, to carry her over the hall window; to-
the end they might drown her in the well which was in-
the court, and then thev faid the world would believe fhe
had deftroyed herfelf ; and the fame day, and ffveral days -
thereafter, when fcized with her grievous fits, did attempe.:.
with fuch force to!get herfclf over that window, that-

'y -
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fpec tators could fcarce with their whole firength prevent
her.

About this time, nothing in the world would fo dif-
compofe her as religious exercifes; if there were any
d‘ifcourfcs of God or Chrift, or any of the things which
ape not feen and are eternal, the would be caft into griev.
ous agonies ;, and. when fhe eflayed in her light fits, to
read any portion of the fcriptures, repeat any of the
Pfalms, or anfwer any queftions of our catechifms (which
fhe could do exadlly at other times) fhe was fuddenly
ftruck dumb, and lay as one {tiff dead, her mouth opened
to fuch a widenefs that her jaw appeared to be out of
joint, asd anon would clap tegether again with incredi-
ble force. The fame happened to her fhoulder blade,
her elbow, and hand .wrifis. She would at other. times
lie in a beoumbed condition, and be drawn tegether asif
fhe had been tied neck and hecls with ropes;.yet on a
fudden would with fuch force and violence be pulled up
and tear all about her, that it was as much as one or two
could do, to_hold her faft in their arms; but when wmi.
nifters and other good chriftians (feeing her in fuch in.
tolerable anguishes} made ferieus application by prayer
to God, on her behal, fhe got refpite from her grievous
fits of this kind, and was ordinarily free of them during
the time of prayer, though feized of them before ; and
albeit, ufually, when minifters began to pray, the made
great difturbance by idle loud talking, whiftling, fing.
ing and roaring, to drown the voice of the perfon pray-

gy |, . - : .

, Particularly Jan. 22.[ fhe was more turbulent than at
other: times fhe.ufed to: be, .and continued fome fpace
after the minifter begen to pray; finging and making hi-.
dcous noife, fetching furious blows with her fift, and kicks
with her feet at.the minifter, uttering reproachful talk of
hjm, and calling him dog, &c. Yet.the being compofed .
and her fits heing over before prayer was ended, and the
mipifter, whea be bad done,. finding her fober and in 3
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right compolure of mind, enquired why fhe made {uch
dufturbance ? To which fhe replied, fhe was forced to do
it by the hellih crew about her; and that fhe thought
they were none of her own words that fhe uttered. '

‘Jan. 24th, She faid fome things relating both to her-
{cIf and others, had been fuggefted to her by her troublers;
but that they had threatencd to torment her, if fhe thould
offer to make them known. And accordingly in eflaying
. to exprefs her mind, fhe was caft into two grievous fits,
in which fhe cried out of violent pains ; all the parts of -
her body becoming rigid and extended like a corpfe, her
head was twifted round, and if any offered by ferce to ob-
firu& fuch dangerous motion fhe feemed to be upon, fhe
would roar exceedingly ; fometimes her aeck bone feem.
ed to be difolved; and yet on a fudden became fo &iff, that
there ‘was no moving of it; and when thefe grievous agonics
were over,theagainaffayed to exprefs her mind by write,but
to no purpofc; for inflantly fhe was calt into other two very

tievous  fits, wherein fhe was ftruck dumb, deaf and -
blind, and her tongue drawn a prodigious length over her
chin. And when the fits were over, declared, the An-
derfons, J. ———— P —e—— the gentlewoman, and [—
with the re®t of the hellith crew, fome of whom -
fhe could not name, had been tormenting her in the fits,
and that there had been fifteen of them about the houfe
all the laft night, but were now all gone fave one, who was
to ftay about the houfe till her fits were over. And accord-
ingly her brother and fifter diddeclare, they faw that morn-
ing a woman in the garden witha red coat about her head, -
fitting at the root o%an apple tree; but Bargarran, with
moft of the fervants, being abroad, the matter was not fur.
ther fearched )

The fame day about fix at night, fhe was feized with
variety of %ricvous fits again, in which fometimes fhe lay -
wholly fenfelefs and breathlefs, with her belly fwelled'
like a drum, as like 2 woman with ‘child, her eyes were
pulled into her head fo far, that fpeQators thought fthe
fhould never have ufed them moré, fometimes when fhe
was tying her own nctk-cloaths, her enchanted hand’

‘\
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would tie them fo firait about her neck, that fhe had’
firangled herfelf if fpeQators had not given fome relief
unto her ; fometimes the was in hazard of burning herfelf
in the fire, offering with vialence to throw herfelf into
the fame. Divers times fhe did ftrike furious blows at
her near relations jn her fits, fhe would maintain difcourfe
with her tormentors, and afking queftions concerning her-
{eIf and others, received anfwer from them ; which indeed
none but herfelf perceived ; reafoning with one of them
after thismanner: = :
¢ O what ailed thee to be a witch ! thou fayeft it is but

three nights fince thou watta witch. O if thou wouldeft
repent, it may be God might give thee repentance, if
thon wouldeft feck it and confe%s‘; if thou would defire
me [ would do what I could; for the devil is an ill mafter
to ferve, he is a liar from the begiuning, he promifes what
he cannot perform. Then calling for her Bible, fhe faid
- 1 will let thee fee where he promifed to our firf} parcnts
that they fhould not die; (aud reading the paflage, faid)
now thou feeft he is a liar, for by breaking the command- |
ment, they were made liable to death here, and death
everlafting. O that is an uncouth word; loag etcrnity
never to bave an end, never, never to have an end; had
not God of his infinite mercy, ordained fome to'etegnal
life through Jefus Chrit. ‘The devil makes thee believe
thoy wilt get great riches by ferving him; bup come
near,”” and having, uttered this word, fhe loft power o: her .-
fpeech, her tongue being drawn back into her throat;
zet beckoning.with her hand to the fpecire to come near

er, and turning over the book, kept hereye upon that paf- -
fage of holy Scripture, Job xxvii. 18. and pointing with ,
her finger at- the place, and fhaking her head, turned over -
the boak again, and recovering her fpeech, faid, ¢ I’ll let |,
thee {ce where God bids us feek and we thall find ; and
reading over the place, faid, it is God that gives us every.
good gift, we have not}\i.ng of our own, I fubmit to his
will though I never bg better; for God can = make
all my trouble turn to my advaptage, according to
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tis word, Rom. viii. 28.” which place fhe thea
;ead. and thus continued reafoning, forthe fpace of an
hour. R .
Sometimes the cried out of violent pain, by reafon of
furfous blows and ftrokes, fhe had received frem the hands
-of her tormentors, the noife of which firokes, bye-ftanders
diftic@ly heard, though they perceived not the hands
“that gave them. = R
- One night the girl fitting with her parents and others
cried out, fomething was wounding her thigh ; upon
which inflantly her mother putting her hand in the dam-
{el’s pocket, found her folding knife opened, which had
been folded when put in her-pocket ;5 but her-uncle not
trufting the thing, did again put up the knife, and lear-
ing it folded in her pocket, on a fiudden fhe criéd out, as
‘before, the knife was cutting her thigh, being unfelded by
weans of -J. P. and others, ¢ fhe faid: upon which her
uncle fearching her'pocket’again, found the knife'openéd
as formerly, = ~This ‘happened: twicé or 'fthrice, to
ithe admiration of' the- beholders;, ‘though théy teok
{pecial notice thlat: fhe “nor any other vifible band open-
edit. - : e e
Jan. 25th, thé was again feized with her fwooning fiff
‘fits, with this’ remarkablé variation; her throat vras
{ometimes moft prodigiotfly extended, ‘and fometimes-as
ftrangely coptrated ; fo that ‘fhe appeared in- palpable
-danger of ‘being thoaked’; ‘and through-the violence of
‘pain in her throat, and difficulty of breathing, - fruggled
‘with feet and hands, as if fome had been aétually ftran-
“gling her, and could fpeak or cry noene; with whichkind
of fits the was frequently feized for feveral days, - and in
‘the intérvals, did declare, that the fore-mentioned pe’r,fods
>and othets, ‘(whom' fhe cotld not get then mamed) were
“frabgling her,"add that the occafion of her not having
power'to fpeak or cry in the fit - wdsa ballin her throat,
which alfo was vifible to fpeQators; for they did clearly
‘difcern a bunch inher throat while in the fit) as big asa
‘pullet’s cgg, which’ﬂad almolt choaked ker. - ¢



Somctimes fhe was kept from eating her meat, baving
her tecth fet, when fhe carried any food to her mouth,
Divers times alfo fhe was kept from drinking, whenat
-meat ; for no fooner could fhe tafte the diink, but fhe
was in hazard to be choaked thereby, and herfelf fome.
times would have held the cup fo hard betwixt her tecth,
that it was not in the power of thofe with her to unloof
it. And when any thing had fallen out amifs in the ph
where fhe was, as the falling and breaking of a cup, aoy
body’s receiving harm, and fuch like, the would ful
a laughing aud rejoice cxtremely ; which kind of
jollity was far from the girl’s. temper when at
herfelf, - )

- Fet. 1ft, the eflaying to tell fome things fhe had been
forbidden by her tormeators to make known, was handled
- with iatclerable torments.. At the beginning of her fity,
~ufually fhe would be kept oddly looking, fomctimes
towards the chimuey, gmctigcs gtowards other par
_ticular places ia the room, but could not alwap
tell what fhe faw ; yet for ordinary fhe would name
fuch aud fuch perfons, who, the faid, were then '
come to calt her into fits. - Apd when any defied
ber to cry to the Lord }efus for help, her teeth wereis.
_ftantly fet clofe, her eycs twilted almoft round in her
head, and fhe was thrown upon the floor with the fiffoefs
- and poflure of one that had been fome days laid for dead;
_and on a fudden recovered again, and would weep bitterly,
-to 1emember what had befallen her.  The fame dy,
.when her fits were over, fhe faid, fhe now perceived 1t
.was_by the mecans of a charm, that fuch reftraints
,were laid upen her, that fhe conld not tell what the witch-
.es bad forbidden ber to make kmown, but the charm
-might be found out (as fhe faid) by fearching for it be-

‘neath the bed where fhe lay; and fhe having quickly -
-done this herfclf, found (to the apprebenfion of fpecta-

tors) beneath the forefaid bed, an eatire egg-fhell open in
the end, which being inftantly thrown into the fire, did
melt away after the manner of wax, without any noife
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egg Mells ufe to make when burning in the fire. After
this the girl faid, fie would not now be handled fo fevere-
ly, upon effaying to make known what the witches had

_ forbidden her to tell, only her tongue would be drawn-

back into her throat, which accordingly happened. She
did likewife inform her friends of many things the had.

@0t liberty to do, before the charm was found out, par-

ticularly, that her tormentors had frequently folicited
her to become a witch herfelf, and promifed her great
riches and perfe& health aifo. to induce her thereunto.
Which temptation, fhe, through the infinite mercy of
God, ftill refifted, reafoning with them after this manner:
the devil promifes what he cannot perform, and granting
he could fulfil his promifes, yet I am {ure frem the Scrip-
tures, hell and the wrath of God will be the final reward
of ‘all fuch as yield to this wickednefs.”” ‘To.which fhe
received this reply, (which indeed, none but herfelt per-
ceived) that, hell and the wrath of God fo much talked
of, was not fo formidable as was reprefented. She alfo
faid, the witches had importunately urged her to give
them her confent, to take away the life of her young
fifter, who was at that time upon her mother’s breaft s
which temptation alfo, fhe was enabled through the grace
of God to refit. She told her parents likewife, there
had been a charm laid upon the top of the houfe, where
her young fiiter was (the child having been fent out a
nurfing, by reafon of the continped afiction of the family }
and that the charm had been placed upon the top of the
houfe by pinched Maggy, who thereby did defign the
taking away of her fifter’s life; and that this was the
‘caufe why fhe had fo often, for fomc weeks before, defired
her mother to bring home her filter, conftantly affirming,
that the child would daily decay aslong as fhe flaid there.
‘Whereupon her parents ebferving-the daily decay of the
infant, even to fkin and bone, brought her home, where
fhe recovered. The girl being afked how fhe came to
the koowledge of thefe I-ihing. ? replied, fomething
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fpeaking diftin@ly as it were above her head, -had
fuggefted thefe, and other things of that nature to
her. .

Feb. 2d. The girl being in the chamber with her mo.
ther and others, was on a fudden ftruck with great fear
and confternation, and fell a trembling upon the fight of
John Lindfay, in Barloch, talking with her father in
the hall. She faid to her mother, the forefaid Lindfay
had been alwaysone of her moft violent tormentors, and
that fhe had been threatened with extreme tortures, if fhe
fhould offer to name him ; whereupon fhe was defired to
go towards the place where he was, and touch fome part
of hisbody in a way unknown to him, which having done
with fome aveifion, was inftantly {eized with extreme tor-
tures in all the parts of her body. After which Lindfay
was put to it, and interrogated thereupon ; but he giving ,
no fatisfying anfwer, was defired to take the damfel by
the hand, which he being unwillingly isduced to do, fhe
was immediately upen his touch caft into intolerable an-
guifhes, her eyes being almoft twifled round io her head,
and ell the parts of her body becoming rigid and fiff, fell
down in’ the pofture of ore that had been laid for fome
days dead, and afterwards got up in a fudden, and tear-
fng her cloaths threw herfelf with  violence upon
him, ‘and when her fit was over, fpeQators did
alfo take the damfel by the band, yet no fuch effe&t
followed. -

About fix at night there came an old Highland fellow
to Bargarran, who calling himfelf a weary traveller, faid,
he behoved to lodge ‘there that night, but the fervants
refufing him lodging, gave him fomething by way of alms,
At this time the damfel being in the chamber with her
mother and another gentlewoman, faid to the beft of her
apprehenfion; there was one of the wicked crew in or a-
bout the houfe at that time : whereupon her mother made
hafte with her daughter down ftairs towards the kitchen.
And finding there unexpe@edly the ‘Highland fellow,
wrkom the girl then accufed as one of her tormentors, fhe

b




ot '

defired the Highlaad fellow to take her daughter by the
hand, which he being urged to do, the girl immediately
upon his touch was grievouily tormented in all the parts
of her body. And this falling outin divine providence,
Bargarran caufed fecure him.

The next morning, the minifter having come to Bar-
garran to vifit the damfel, and the matter Leing imparted
€o him, called for the Highland fellow, and having quel-
tioned him to and again about this matter, without any
fatisfying amlwer, brought the child out of the chamber,
covering her face, and almoflt her whole body with his
cloak, and giving figns to the Highland fellow to touch
her in this poftare, as he had ordered him before, with-
out the damfcl’s knowledge, which he having dene with
great averfion, the girl not knowing of his touch, was in-
flantly caft into intolerable agonics as formerly ; yet others
afterwards touching her, no fuch event followed. And
when her fits were over, fhe befought the Highland fel.
Iow, to allow her the liberty for to difcover and tcll per-
foas that haunted and molefted her, whom he had forbid-
den her to make known: Upon which the old fellow
looking at her with an angry countenance, her mouth
was inftantly ftoppéd, and her tecth fet : And being de-
fired by thofe prefent to fpeak her mind freely, whether
he would or not, at length replied, fhe feared to do it.
* And when through the importunity of John Maxwell of
Dargavel and Porterfield of Fulwood, and fome other
gentlemen there prefent, fhe eflayed to declare her mind,
fhe was feized with her fits again.

Before this time, the lamentable cafe of the afliGed
damfel and family, had been repreflented to His Majefty’s
moft honourable privy council, who upon ferious applica-
tion made to them, worthily and pioufly granted a com-
miffion to a noble lord and fome worthy gentlemen, te
make inquiry inte the fame. By virtue of this commif-
fion, fome fufpe@ed perfons were feized; particulasly
Feb. 4. Alexander Anderfon, an ignorant, irveligious fel-
low, whe had been always I:if evil fame, and accafed by

2 .
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the afli&ed damfel, by a fpecial order from the commif-
fioners for inquiry, was apprehended and committed to
prifon ; as was alfo Elilabeth Anderfon his daughter,
upon flagrant prefumptions of witchcraft; for the other’
year, Jean Fulton, her grandmother, an old fcandalous
woman, being cited before the kivk-feflion, and accufed
for hideous curfing, and imprecating mifchief upon feveral
perfons, which had been followed with fatal events, the
forementioned Elifubeth Anderfon, her grandchild, who
lived in the houfe with her, did declare before the feffion,
the had frequently feen the devil in company with her
grandmother, in the Likenefs of a fmall black man, who
ufually did evanih on a fudden within the walls of the
houfe, when any bedy came to the door. Upon this
prefumption was the faid Elifabeth Anderfon feized with
her father, and committed to cuftody ; but at firlt moit
obftinately denied acceffion any manner of way to the fin
of witchcraft, until afterwards, when ferioufly impor-
tuned and Cealt with in the prifon by two gentleman, did,
before fhe came to Bargarran’s houfe, confefs her guilt,
without Bargarran’s knowledge at that time.  And that
fhe had been at feveral meetings with the devil and witch-
es, and among others, fhe did declare her own father, and
the forementioned Highland fellow, to have been ative
inftruments of the gitls trouble ; and gave, before fhe
was confrorted with him, exa& marks of this Highland
body, and though fhe declared fhe knew not his name: yet
when confronted with him, did accufe him, and affirm he
was the perfon the fpoke of.  See No. A of the Appendix.
February sth, .a quorum of the commiffioners being
met at Bargarran, and the perfons then delated by Elifa-
beth Anderfon to have been at meetings with the devil,
and a&ive inftruments of the damfel’s trouble, viz. Alex-
ander Andcrfon her father, Agnes Naefmith, Margaret
Fultoun, James Lindfay alias Curat, John Lindfay alias
Bithop, Katharine Campbell were all of them (excepting
John Lindfay alias Bifhop, was not then apprehended),
confronted with Kathatine Shaw before the lord Blan-
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tyre, and the ref of the commiffioners at Bargrrmias, aad
feveral other gentlemen of note, .and minilters then pre-
fent, and accufed by her as her tormentcre.  Awl they
haviag all feverally tonched her in prefenz: o the conamil-
fioners, fhe wagat cach of their touches feized with gricv-
ous fits. and eaft into intolerable anguities, others thea
prefent alfo touching her the fame way, but no fuch ef-
fe@ followed. = And it is remarkable, when Katharine
Campbell touched the girl, the was immediately upon her
touch feized with more grievous fits, and calt into more
intolerable torments than what followed upon the touch
of the other accufed perfons, whereat Campbell herfels
being damped and eonfounded, though fhe had formerly
declined to blefs her, uttered thefe words; ¢ The Lord
God of heaven and earth blefs thee, and fave thee both
foul and body :»> After which the damfel when the fits
were over, ia which fbe had been a moft pitiful {pe&tacle,
did declare, fhe was ow loofed, and that the might frcely
touch any of the accufed perfens, or they her after this,
without trouble, which accordingly upon trial fell fo out,
and being inquired how fhe camne to the ksowledge of
that, anfwered as formerly in the like cale, ‘That fome-
thing fpeaking diftinély as it were above her head, fug-
gefted this to her; and likewife afually gave her the
knowledge of the names of her towmentors, and places in
which chey lived. . v o

Febraary 6 The girl being feized with fore fits, fome-’
thing was fecn in her mouth, to the judgment of fpeta.
tors like picees of orange pills iavifibly conveyed into her
mouth, which the feemed in her agonies to be chewing,’
and having got down Jier throat, as thole preleat appre- -
liended, fhe did fall down dead and ftiff, as it the had heen
choaked, ftruggling with her feet and hands, as if at the
laft galp, her throat fwelling in a prodigious manner ; to -
the affrightment. of fpeétators, and when recovered, but -
. yetinthelighg tit; fhe would fay, O it was a very fweet
orange pill which [ got from the gentlewoman, and did
sepftantly affirm the. fame,ﬁlcclaring alfo that there had
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been othcrs there prefeat with the gentlewoman, particu-
laily Margaret L or pinched Maggy, whofe firname
fhe had neither power nor liberty to exprefs, neither durit
fhe offer to do it, lefl the fhould be tormented as was
threatened, and always fcll out when fhe eflayed to do it,
either by fpeaking or writing, which had appeared the day
before in the prefence of tie ¢ commiffioners,

About this time, Thomas Lindfay, a young boy, not
yet twelve vears of age, was feized, upon flagrant pre-
famptions of witcheraft ; he had faid before feveral credi-
ble perflone, the devil was his father, and if be pleafed he
could fly in the likenefs of a crow upon the maft of a
thip. He fometimes caufed a plough ftand and the ho:fe
break the yoke, upon the pronouncing of fome words,
and tuwrping himlelf about wider-fhins; that is turning
him{clf round from the right hand to the left, contrary
to the natural courfe of the fun. This he would do upon
the defire of any body who gave him a halfperdy. Upon
thefeand the like flagrant prefumptions he was apprehend-
ed, who, at fi-ft, though he continued mof obftinate in
dcmal, yet afterwards confeﬁ'ed to the minifber in his own
houfe, before famous witnefles, compa& with the devil,
and that he had received the infenfible mark from the de-
vil, which is vifible upon his body ; as alfo, that he had
been at feveral meetings with the devil and witches, where
he faid were prefent, his brother James, with others, and
particularly thofe who had been delated by Anderfon.
This he confefled,” with fome other wickednefs of this
kind before he was committed to cufltody in Bargarran
houfe.

After this Bargarran made diligent fearch for James
Lmdfay, elder brother to Thomas, having been all along
atcufed by the afflied damfel as one of her troublers,
whom fhe called the gley’d or fquint eyed elf (as he was-
indeed) for that was the name the crew about her gave
hitm, who when he was brought upon the place, though
he did at firft moft obfRinately deny his gunlt, yct at length
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through the endeavours of Mr. Patrick Simpfon, a neigh-
bour minifter, ingenioufly confefled the gnilt he was
charged with, and in his confeflion did agree in every ma- -
terial circumftance with the other two, though he knew
not what they had confefled, he having not feen them be-
fore his confeffion, nor had he any occafion of informa-
tion in conference with others thereanent, being immedi-
ately brought to the place from the tolbooth uf Glafgow,
where he had been fome weeks before that time in prifon,
asa vagabond beggar upon a defign to have fent him to
foreign plagtations. -

A more particular account of what they freely confeffed
and acknowledged before the commiffioners, for inquiry,
we have for the fatisfaction of the reader fubjoined to
the narrative, with an abitralt of the report made by the
commiffioners to the lords of his majefty’s molt honourable
privy council, concerning the whole affair. . :

February 1r. There was by the prefbytery’s appointa
ment, a public faft kept upon the damfel’s account in the
church of Lrfkine, in which Mr. Turner minifter of the
place began the work with prayer, expounding Rev. xii.
from ver. 7. to ver. 13. Mr. James Hutchifon minifter
at Kilellan took the next turn of prayer, and did preach
upon 1 Pet. v. 8. and Mr. Simpfon concluded the work,
preaching upon Matthew xvii. 20. 21. where the girl was’
prefent all day; bat before fhe came to church that
merning, {he told, that while fhe was in one of her fits,
the night before, fhe heard the devil fpeaking of that pu.
blic faft, .and what minifters were to be there, and that
old man Mr. James Hutchifon fhould ftumble, and his
peruke fall off as heawent up to the pulpit, and all the '
people fhould laugh at him, and he fliould break his neck
in going home. And when fhe came out of the church
after the forenoon’s woik, fhe faid, the devil was a liar ;
for no fuch thing fell out as he had threatened. Shewas
all day ‘very quiet in church, although being in fome of

\
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her light fits, fome fpedres appeared in time of the public
wark, which the told of thereafter.

About fix at night, there were prefent in the cham.
ber with the damfel, Mr. Simpfon with his wife, lady
Northbarr and others, difcourfing and conferring about
her cafe; and while they were conferring together, fhe
told them, the would ghdly make fome things knowan if
the durft for her tormentors; and afterwards cflaying ta
do it, was inflantly feized with a violent fit ; in which fhe
leapt ftraight up, and appeared as if the had been eboak-
ed, fo it was as much as ome or two could do, to hold
her faft in their arms: and when the fit was over, Mu.
Simpfon going about family worfhip, did expound Pfalox
cx. and fpeaking of the limited power of the adverfaries

of our Lord Jelus Chuift, from the latter part of ver. x. -

fhe was on a fudden feized with another gricvous fit, in
which the put out of hér mouth fome blood, which raifed
grounds of fear and jealoufy in the minds of {peQators,
that fomething in her mouth hurting her, had been the
occafion of it ; yct they could not get her mouth epened,
though they ufed means to open the fame, har teeth being
clofe fet.  And in the interval of the fit, fhe being afked,
ifthe found any thing in her mouth, that had been the
oceafion of her putting out of blood ; fhe replied, fthe
found nothing, nor knew the caufe thereof: but opening

her mouth, thofe prefent found one of her double teeth -

newly drawn out, but knew not what became of the
tooth ; for though fearch was made for the fame, it could
not be found : after which the minifter proceceded upon
the fame fubje@, but was agzain interrupted by “her
renewed fits, yet clofed the exercife with prayer,
after which without more trouble, the was taken to her
bed. . :

~ February 12 Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar-
tha Semple, being delated by the three confcflants, and
accufed by the girl to have been adive inftruments in her
trouble, came of their own accord to Bargarran’s houle,
and before they came up Rairs, the girl faid, fhe was now

|
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bound up, and could not accufe Margaret Lang to her
face ; and accordingly the girl’s mother having defired
fome of thofe who were fitting by her, to teel fome parts
of her body, and they having done it, found her body fo
ftiff and inflexible, that there was no moving of it, and
. immediately again, found fome parts of her body fo con-
trated and drawn bard together, as if by cords : after
this, Marzaret Lang and her daughter, having gone te
the chamber to the girl, did in prefence of the minifters
and others, delire the damfel to come to her, for the
would do her no harm, and laying her arms about her,
{pake very fairly to her, and queftioned her, if ever fhe
had feen her or her daughter amongft her tormeutors, to
which the girl did pofitively reply, fhe had frequently feen
her daughter; but declined through fear to accufe her-
felf, faying faintly, No. After which Margaret and her
daughter veturning into the hall, and the minifter enquir-
ing at her why fhe faid No, feeing fhe had accufed her
before, the anfwered, take me contrary, upon which fhe
was feized with a grievous fit ; yet after her recovery, be-
ing urged again by thofe prefent, to tell her mind freely,
whether or not Margaret Lang was one of hertorment-
ors, the child thereupon eflaying to fay Yes, and haviag
half ?roneunc:d the word, was caft into unexpreffible
anguifhes ; and again, in the interval of the fit, fhe eflayed
to exprefs the fame thing, and faying the word, Tint -
(that is loft) was on a fudden ftruck with another fit, and

" when the fit was over, and the child returned to the cham.

ber, Margaret Lang who was fitting near the hall door,
{poke thele words after her, * The Lord blefs thee, and
ding (that is beat or drive) the devil out of thee.” A
little after which words, Margaret going down ftairs, the
damfel came to the hall, and {aid, Ker bonds were now
loofed, and that now fhe could accufe Margaret Lang to
her face, and declared the occafion of her being fo reftrain.
ed and bound up while Margaret was prefent, was her let-.
ting fall a parcel of hair at the hall door as fhe came ia 5
being a charm made by her for that end, which alfo had.
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been the occafion of her uttering the word tint, in the
former fit: and accordingly a parcel of hair had bece
found at the hall door, after Margaret Lang had gone
ftraight from the hall to the chamber, which immediately
was calt into the firc and bursed.  And it is remarkable
that it could be attefted, that there was no hair, or any
~other thing elfe in that place before Margaret Lang came
in, and the girl being inquired what way the knew Mar.
" garet Lang had laid the forementioned charm upon her,
. veplied, femething fpeaking diftin&ly to her as it werca:
bove her head had fugzcfted that to her.

Abocut eight at night fhe was fevercly handled in het
fits, much after the former manner, and while fhe was i
her fwooning fits; there was feen in her mouth.a pin,
wherewith fhe fcemed alinoft choaked, but by divinz pro-
vidence it was with great difficulty got out. After this
fhe was fomewhat compofed, and did not much complain
of pain; but was diftin@ly heard to catertain difzomfe
with fome invifible creature about her, and the replies
given by her, and heard by thefe who took care of her,
“gave themyground to conclude the was tempted to fet her
hand toa paperthen prefented to her, with promifes that
upen her yielding thereunto, fhe thould never be troubled
any more; as alfo that fhe fhould get {weet meats,a drink of
fack, a bonny handfome coat with filver lace ; She was alfo
diftinétly heard fay, refiing the tempter, ¢ Thou artafils
thy fow, fhould [ obey thee ; this was not the end of my
¢reation, but to glorify God and enjoy him for ever ; and
thou promifeth what thou cannot perform, art thou an-
gry at me for faying thou fow, what fhould I call thee,
but thou filthy fow ; art thou not the filthy devil, foras
brave as thou art with thy filver and gold lace, wouldelt
thou have me renounce my baptiim. Dot thou promife
to give me brave men in marriage, and fiae cloaths, and.
perteét health, if I fhould confent thereunto? Dot thou
fay my baptifm will do me no good, becaufe thou alledge®
he was not a fufficient minifter that baptized me? -hod
art a liar, T will be content to dic, before I renounce= ™7
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baptifm, O through the grace of God I will never do it.’
And thus fhe continued reafoning, being Hoth blind and
deaf, for the fpace of two hours; and when fhe came to
herfelf, did declare, it was the devil who firft prefented
bhimfelf, tempting her in the fhape of a fow, to renounce
her baptifm, as is hinted; and that he did chide her
" when fhe ealled him thou fow, and immediately appeared
to her again, in the fhape ofa brave gentleman, as hav.
ing go'd and filver lace on his cloaths, &ill urging her to
renounce her baptifm, which temptation fhe through the
" fpecial affiftance of the grace of God, effeGually refifted :
8he alfo faid; that it had been fuggefted to her by the
fpirit, fpeaking to her, as it werc above her head,
after the ,combat with the tempter was over, that
one of her tormentors would be at the houfe the
morrow, ' ‘
February 14. fhe was feized with a fore fit about twelve
o'clock of the day, in which fhe continued for more shan
two hours {pace, both deaf and blind. Thofe in the room
with her, crying to her with a loud voice, and pinching
her hands and other parts of her bedy ; but alo no pur.
pofe. And in this pofture was hurried te and fro with
violence through the room: And whea any body by
force offered to hinder the dangerous and vinlent motion,
fhe feemed to be upon, the would roar exceedingly, fome-
timea fhe defired her father and mether and others to
-tome and take her home, (fuppofing herfelf not to be in
her father’s houfe) when the girl was in this deplorable
condition, Margaret Roger, who lived in the neighbour-
‘hood, eame to the houfe of Bargarran, enquiring for the
lady ; and having eeme up ftairs, the parests of the dam-
el remembering what the girl had faid the night before,
that one of her tormentors was to eome that day to the
‘houfe, brought Margaret Roger to the chamber where
the girl was, and fo foon as fhe entered -the door; the
damfel though fhe could difeern none of thefe who were
;}refcnt with her, nor anfwer them when they cried to
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her ; yet prefently faw her, and ran_towards her, eryinp,
& Maggy, Maggy, where haft thou been ? wilt thou take
me with thee, for my father and mother have left me.”
Whereupon {pe&ators being altonithed, cauled Margaret
fpeak to the child, which fhe having done, the girl dif-
tinQly heard and anfwered her every word. After this,
the three confcffants were alfo brought up to the chamber
where the damfel was, and fo foon as they entered the
door, fhieran alfo to them laughing, as if fhe had been
overjoyed, anfwering them when they fpoke to her ; and
Margaret Roger there prefent, being confronted with
the confeflants: they did declare, that fhe had been
at meetings with the devil and witches in Bargarras
‘orchard, confulting and contriving Chriftian S%xaw'a
ruin.

I'he Lord’s day following, being February 14. after
fome fhort intervals, the was again {ci1zed with her fits, in
which fhe faid, ¢ Margaret Lang and her daughter Mar-
tha Semple, were tormenting her and cutting her throat;”
which words, through violence of pain, and difficulty of
breathing, fhe uttered with a low and hardly audible
voice, and upon the naming of Margaret Lang and ber
daughter fhe was tofted and dreadtully tormented in al
the parts of her body, being made {ometimes to fand
upon her head and feet at once, fometimes her belly
fwelling like a drum ; and falling again in a fudden, and
{ometimes her head and-cther parts of her body were Iike
to be fhaken in picces; fo that fpe@ators feared fhe would
never fpeak more. And when the fit was over, fhe de-

elared, Margaret Lang faid to her, when in the fit, ‘That i

fhe would give her a tofty,” { which imports hot and fever¢
handling) for naming her.

“At this time fhe was feldom free of her light fity

- which for moft part were all the refpite and eafe fhe had

" from the unexpreffible agonies fhe endured in her mor

gricvous fits, unlefs when afleep: and while fhe was 1

thefe fits, no body could. perfuade her to pray, yet when

én a right compofure of mind and perfe@ly at herfelf, ¢
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would weep bitterly to remember this, exprefling her
fearg, lelt that might be any evidence:God would forfake

r, , - ,

Februsry 18. About two i the afternoon, fhe being
in the Light fit, faid, ¢ The devil now appeared to her in
the fhape of a man ;* whereupon being ftruck with great
fear and confternation, was defired to pray with an audi.
ble voice, ¢ the Lord rebuke thee, Satan,’ which fhe eflay-
ing to da, inftantly loft power of fpeech, her teeth being
fet, and her tongue drawa back into her throat, and fhe
eflaying again, was immediately feized with another
grievous fit: in which her eyes being twilted almoft round
in her head, fhe fell down as one dead, ftruggling with
ber feet and hands, and again getting up on a fudden,
was hurried with violence to and fro through the room
deaf and blind; yet was fpeaking with fome invifible
greatures about her, faying, * with the Lord’s ftrength,
thou fhalt neither put ftraw nor ftick into my mouth.”
After this, fhe cried in a pitiful manner, the bumbee has
flinged me, then prefently fitting down and loofing her
ftockings, put her hand to that part which had been
Bipped or-pinched, whereupon fpeators did vifibly dif.
sera the lively marks of nails of fingers deeply imprinted
on that .fame part of her leg And when fhe came to
herfelf, the did declare, - that fomething {peaking to her
~ Wit were above her head,’ told her it was M. M. ina

-Aeighbouring parith, (maming the place) ¢that had ap-

peured to her and pinched her leg in the likenefs of a
~bumbee.” She likewife did declare, that the forementiened

M. M. ¢inftantly after this had been fuggefed to her,
appeared in her own fhape, and likenefs as fhe ufed to be
# other times.” Shortly, after this, being ftill feized
with her. light £t, fhe whifpered in her mother’s ear,
*the devil was now appearing to her again in the fhape -
#fa gentleman ;* and being inftantly feized with her fite,
12 which fhe was both blind and deaf, was ditinéily heard
Mguing after this manner, ¢ thou thinkett to tempt me to

¢ a witch ; but through Qid’s firength thou fbalt ngven

+
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bt the better; Icharge thee,in the nare of God, to be.
gone and thy papers too. In the Lord’s firength 1 will
-not fear thece. I will ftand here and fee if.thou can come
one ftep.nearer me, I think thou feareft me move than 1
fear thee” Then turning herfelf again, fhe was hurried
to and fro with violence through the room, as formerly,
faying, ¢fhe was bittcn or pinched. very fore in the hand
with teeth, and nipped withfingers about tweaty-four
times ;> which conftrained ber to horrid fcreechs and
outcries.at every time fhe reccived them, fhewing and
pointing with her finger to thefe parts.of her arm apd
leg which had been pinch® and bitten, but neither faw
nor beard any about _her. And accordingly - fpe&ators
.did vifibly difcern the evident marks of teeth and nails-of
fingers upon her arms and Jegs. In this pofture the girl
continued from two till five in the afternoon, and when
her mifery.was over, fhedfaid, ¢ M.:M. told her io the fit,
.that Margaret Lang, then in cuftody, had ordered ‘her.to
handle her after that maoper. And that Margaret Lang
.had a commanding- power over her.’ '
Friday and Saturday thereafter, being Feb. 1gth and
2oth, fhe was frequently feized with the forementioned
.fits, and being violently bitten, pinched, and nipped; in
ker hands, ‘neck, and other parts of her body, fo that
the clear.tharks of the nails of fingers and fteads of teeth,
both upper and lower, with the fpittle and flaver ofa
mouth therenpon, was evidently feen by fpeQators.
About this time, when feized with her blind and deaf fits,
acrooked fellow appeared to hery having his feet deformed,
bistwo heels wrying inward toward one another, and the
foreparts of. his feet outward from one'another, fo that
the broadfide of- his feet moved.foremoft, and upon the
appearing of this fellow her feet were put in the very fame
. pofture, during the time he tormented her. It is to be
- moticed, that there is a fellow in one of the neighbouring
.« parifhes, whofe feet arc exaétly in that manner deformed,
. whe haibeen a long time of ill fame, and given up by +he
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confeflants, to have been at meetings with the devil and the _
relt of the crew, in Bargarran orchard.

Saturday, being Feb. 2oth, the whole family being
gohe to bed, they had left a great quantity of peats or
turf, befidé the hall chimney, which the next morning
they faw them buint to afhes, though there had been no
fire in the chimney nor near them, fo that the plaifter and
ftones of the wall, where the peats or turf lay, wercina’
great part turned to rubbifh, through the violence of the
fire, but no other damage followed, the hall floor being laid
with ftones, and the peats lying within the bofom of a
large chimaey brace. :

Feb. 27th, The chamber fire having been covered with
athes in the chimney, when the family went to bed, the.
tiext morning, though a good quantity of athes had been-
left, yet.they found all clean fwept away, and no appear-
ance of afhes nor fire there at all; albeit noné in the fa-
tiily that night nor next morning had been there after the
fire was gathered, before this was obferved.

In fits of this kind fhe continued for feveral daysthere-
after, naming the forementioned crooked fellow, J. R.
and M. A. living in the neighbouring parith:s, which two
women were delated, by the three confeffants to be a-
mongf her tormentors, and particularly upon the Lord’s
day, being Feb. 21ft, and the Monday following, the faid
J. R. appearing to her grievoufly vexed her, withal telling
ber fhe was commiffioned fo todo, the gentlewoman M.
M. having a pain in her head at the time, and fo not able
to come forth, concerning which, it is worthy of remark,
‘that the damfel declared BI. M. to have appzared to her.
about two days thereafter; with her head bound up with
a napkin or handkerchief, in which like habit or pofture,
fhe did not formerly appear. L

Upon Thurfday thereafter, being Feb. 25th, fhe con.
tinued in the former fits, weeping bitterly and complaining
of pain in both her fides: fhe alfo told in the interval of-
her fits, that fhe was that night to be in very gricvousand
fore fits, her tormentors bcirE refolved to choak her, by
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putting pins in her mouth, which (though fhe emptied her-
felf of all that were in her cloaths) yetaccordingly came to
pafs; in which fhe was both blind and deaf, leaping up and
down in anextraordinary manner, pulling down whatever
came to her hand; and thus continued for fome days, put-
ting out of her mouth a great quantity of fmall broken
pins, which fhe declared, J. R. had forced in the fame.
“ Upon the Lord’s day, being the laft of Feb, about five
o'clock in the afternoon, fhe fell into grievous fits, ac-
companied with hidedus or loud laughing, leaping, aund
running with violence to and fro, and thereafter wept fore,
crying out of pain, thata little Highlandman (whom fhe’
knew to be fuch bi his habit and fpeech) was now break-
.ing her leg; which (becaufe of pain) the fcarce could get
told in the fit, and putting her hand te the part of her
leg affefled, fpeQators untying her flocking, difin&ly
ubferved a fore bruife in her fhin bone; which, when
toushed, did fo pain her, that fhe uttered horrid fereechs
and cries; and when recovered, did declare, that the
little Highland fellow had given her that bruife.  After
this, fhe put out of her mouth a crooked pin, by which
the told the forefaid Highland fellow having forced it into
her mouth, defigned to choak her. . '
- The firft eight days of March, fhe continued in her
former fits, with little variation, putting out of her mouth’
a great number of {mall pins, often fainting and falling,
asdead, upon the ground on a fudden, again ftruggling
with feet and hands; by all which, her natural fpirits were
much weakened and exhaufted ; fometimes alfo fhe effayed’
to go into the fire. About this time, when minifters and
other chriftians met in the family forprayer, fhe ufed at -
the beginning of the work to make great difturbance,
particularly, March 2d, which day, being fet apart for
falting and prayer in the family, prayer begun, fthe was_
for fome time very compofed, until'of a fudden, a ftreng
blait of wind forced open the windows of the room, upon
which fhe wae inftantly feized with a violent fit, the mi-
nifter in the very fame time fupplicating God, that fhe
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migbt be delivered from Satan’s bonds; in which fit the
being both blind and deaf astoall, except her tarmentors, -
was hurried with violence to and fro in the room, fomctimes
falling down as one dcad, fometimes finging and makiag -
a hideous loud noife, fometime¢s naming M. M. and o-
thers; who, fhe faid, were there prefent, afliting and tor-
menting her, withal, naming the particular places of the
room where fhe faw them ftanding and fitting.  After
all which, when recovered out of the fit, fhe told that,
a gentlewomanand a little Highland fellow, came in with
the blaft of wind which forced open the windows.” This
falling out upon the Tuefday, the continued in the light
fit without any intermiffion, till the Sabbath thercafter,
net being feized with any of hevx fore fits: and having
gone to church the Lord’s day fallowing, was perfetly
well for the moft part of the day; yet affirmed fhe faw
Janet Wagh and others, in one of the windows of the
church, though iavifible to all others. '
Tuefday, being March gth, her mother and Margaret
Campbell, her coufin, took the damfel to walk with them
in the orchard ; and returning back to the houfe, her ma-
ther entering the tower gate firlt, the damfel being at her
back, and Margaret Campbell tarrying a little while at
the gate ; her mother going into the kitchen, fuppofed
they had been with her, whereas the damfel was, of 2 fud-
den, carried away in a flight up ftairs with fo {wift and
unacountable a motion, that her abfence was not inthe
leaft fufpeted ; her mother turning and miffing her, cried,
whither is Chriftian and Margaret Campbell? and inftant:
ly runaing up ftairs to look for the damfel, heard a noife,
and following the fame, found the damfel leaping and
dancing upon one of ‘the ftairs, being feized with fits,
out of which when fhe had recovered fhe told, that J. P.
had carried her away from her mother’s back, as fhe en-
tered the kitchen door, (her not touching the grouad to
her apprehenfion) and that with a defign to ftrangle her
in an high wardrobe with ropes, on which the linen ufed
tg dry, but that the faid J. f could carry her 3o furthes
S 3 .
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than the place where the was found, and did therefore
leave her irrfuch a violent fit.

‘Upon the Lord’s day thereafter, being March 14th,
bere fits again altered, in that her mouth and nofe were
prodigioufly diftorted and turning about while in thefit,
Lier face being thereby firangely and horribly deformed.
The {fame day fhe being in church in the forenoon, her
slove falling from her, the fame was again put into her
hand by fome invifible agent,to theamazement of beholders.
T'o which we add here, as that which is worthy of remark,
that all this while an invifible being, haunted her on el
occafions, fuggefting ‘many things to her, both concerning
herfclf and others ; but yet never heard by any but herfelf,

The fame day betwixt fermons, fhe told that fhe was
10 be violently tormented in the afterncon; which ac-
.cardingly came to pafs, and when in her fits the named
arie J. K. a woman living in the neighbouring bounds, of

whom fhe faid, that the had {feen her inthe church; as -

alfo that the was mafter of thefe kind of fits fhe was af-
fii€ked with ; withal afferting, that if the fuid J. K. were
rot fent for, fhe would grow worfe and worfe ; which her
parents finding to be true, fent in the evening for the {aid
1. K. threatning her, if the damfel wasany further trou-
Lled with her, that fhe fhould be apprchended as others

had been ; after which the dam{ct being in the mean time
in a very fore fit, the forementioned J K. prayed (though -

not defired) that God might fend the damfel her health;
whercupon the damfel was no more troubled with thefe
kind of fits; but did inftantly recover, by falling into a
fweon-as the ufed to do before recovery out of any of her
fits.~ o

Tueflday, being March 16th, fhe was again feized
with her other kind of fits, all the parts of her body being
Aiff and rigid; and fometimes in them was heard con-

verfing with the gentlewoman- (as fhe called her) vindi-~

cating herfelf of what the gentlewoman alledged againft
her, viz. that fhe had accufed-fome innocent perfons as
her tormentors.  To which the damfel diftin@ly replicd,
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that fhe was a liar, Jaying, it was you yourfelf and none -
other ever mentioned any fuch thing.

Thus fhe continued until the Friday thereafter, bein
never firee of the light fits, now and then alfo falling into
fwoons, and zppeared to be almoft choaked by the means
of fome charms and enchantments invifibly conveyed into
hee mouth; which, to the apprehenfion of fpe@ators,
were as if it had been pieees of chefnuts, orange pills,
whites of eggs, or fuch like, all which were diftindly
obferved, when occafionally in the fit fhe opened her -
mouth ; und when {pedtators eflayed to get them out, fhe
kept her mouth and teeth o clofe, that no firength could.
open the fame. When recovered out of the fit, fhe told -
L. M. a woman living in the - neighbouring bounds, had
put them jip her mouth. ' '

Upon Friduy being March 19th, fhe was vialently tor-
mented with-fore fits; iu which her neck was diftorted and
bended back Jike 3 bow towards her heels, flruggling with -
feet and hands, fometimes fiff, blind, and deaf, putting
out of her mouth a great number of fmall pins ; which fhe
faid the forementioned L. M. had put in her mouth. And
ahout fix o’clack that fame night being vielently torment.
ed, fell a-crying, that if the gentlewoman was not ap-
prehended .thag dight, 'it would be.in vain to apprehend
her to-movrow :. for, faid fbe, I have. much to {uffer at
her hands bepwint twelve pnd one o’clock in the morning.
After this the damfel lifting up her eyélids with her hands,
aud looking upwards, faid, what art thou that tells me
that the fheriff and my father are coming here this night ?
After which the fheriff, hev father, :and James Gatbhrie, .
macer to the julticiry court, infkantly came up ftairs, te :
the amazement, of thefc who remembered what the dam-!
fel juk now had faid” The damfel continaing ell this !
while blind and deaf; yet was heard (the farefaid perfons.
being prefent) diftin&ly to difceurfe with fome :nvifible -
being mear to her, faying, is the.fheriff come, is he near
me ? and ftretchiag out her haad to fecl ifany were about
kci',-zc fheriff put his haud in ber’s, netwithitanding of
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which, fhe faid to the invifitie beror Sifzeurfing with her,”
¢ I cannst feel the fheris, how can be be picien: here?
or how can 1 have him by tie huad asihou fayeit, {eeing
1feelit not ? Thou fayeft he hath brown coloured cloaths, -
red plufh breeches with black firipes, flowered muflia
cravat,and an cmbraidered {word-belt. Thou fayeft there
is an old grey haired man with him, having aring upon .
his hand; but I can neither fee nor feel any of them.
What, are they come to apprehend the geutleweman ? is- -
that their errand indeed 2’ And the gisl being enquired
how fhe came to the knowledge of thefc firange things ;
replied as formerly in the like cafe, fomething fpeaking
ditin&ly as above her head, fuggefled them to her. 1t
is very obfervable here, that the forefaid perfons had that
fame afternoon got an order from the comdiffioners of
jufticiary to apprehend the fame gentlewoman, and were
fo far on their way to put it in exceution againft the next -
morning ; but being witneffes to the damfcl’s trouble,
and hearing what fhe had told, viz. that a delay in that :
matter, would prove to her exceeding dangerous, they
went ftraight on in their journey that fame night to the -
gentlewoman’s habitation, and put their warrant to exe-
cution. : ; :
As the damf{ecl il continued to be violently tormented,,
fometimes lying with her neck and other parts of ber
body upon the ground; as if they had been disjointed,
fometimes alfo effaying to throw herfelf inte the fire.
About ten o’clock the fame night, fhe continuing in the
fit, her father (who had not gone with the fheriff) be-
ginning to read a part of the word of God, fhe repeated
the words after him though blind and deaf in the mecan
time, which made fpe&ators apprehend, that the-damfel
had the fenfe of hearing in thefe forts of fits, at leaft
when the word of God was read : to find out the truth
of which, her father did ceafe from reading, which though
he did; yet the damfel continued to repeat the follswing
verfes of the chapter, while none in the room were read.

ing, aod fhe herfelf bad no book ; withal being heard fag
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ta “fome invifible being about her, Wilt thou teach me
a part of the Old Teftament as well as the New. . v

The damfel ftill continuing in the forementioned fits,
faid unto the perfons prefent, that now it was twelve of
the clock; oh! it is now paft twelve, fometimes lying as
one dead, through the violence of pain and decay of her .
natural {pirits, {omctimes again recovering, effayed to
exprefs fomewhat, but could not ; withal putting out of
her mouth a great quantity of crooked pins, and the parts .
of her body being prodigioufly diftarted, the complained
of great pain: thus fhe continued until half an houg after
twelve o’clock at night ; when on a fudden the recovered,
to the admiration of beholders, telling them, fhe might
now go to bed, being told by fome invifible informer,
that the fheriff and the other gentleman, to wit, the macer,
had now entered the gentlewoman’s houfe, and accord-
ingly going to bed, was no further troubled that night.
It is worthy of remark here, that the fheriff and macer,
at their return, did declare, that it was juft about that
time they entered the gentlewoman’s houfe, which the
damfel condefcended upon. - .

_ Saturday, being March 20th, aboutten o’clock in the -
forenoon, fhe was of afudden feized with fits, falling down
as onc dead, her eyes quite clofed, fometimes again .
opening and tarning in ber head, fhe faw nor keard none
about  her, but was hurried with violence to and fro
through the room, crying with a loud voice when any
by force would hinder her motion. She being in this
pofture, and deprived thus of her fenfes, Jamea Lindfay,..
one of the three confeffants, was brought into the room,
who no fooner had entered the door but was perceived
by her, and fhe, fmiling, ran towards him, faying, jamie,
where haft thou been this long time, how isit with.
thee ? and anfwered him diltinétly to every word he fpake,
though at the fame time fhe neither heard nor faw any
other in the room, nor could cenverfe with them, albeit,
tried by feveral experiments for that furpofc, particularly
a tobacco box being held before her eyes by a perfon
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efent in the room, fhe did not fee it ; but as foon a#
it was put in the hand of James Lindfay fhe inftantly ens
quired at him, where he had got that box? She centinu- -
ing in this pofture, the fheriff and her father being pre-
fent, thought’it fit to confront M. M. who was now’
come, thereby to try if the damfel would hear or fee her,
as the had done James Lindfiy, which accordingly they
did : and as foon as M. M. entered the door, the damfel -
(though ftill in the fit) prefently fmiled and faid, I fee
the gentlewoman now, though formerly fhe had never
feen her perfonally, but onty her fpere in‘the fits. She
likewife heard her, when fhe fpoke to her, an{wering
diftin@ly fome queftions propofed by M. M. fuch as,
when it was the had feen' her tormenting her? to whick’
fhe anfwered, fhe had feen her the other night in her fits,
and further challenged her, ‘why fhe had reftrained her
from making known the Highland wife’s name, as alfo”
{aying unto her, thou pretends thou knowelt not what |
fay, thou knoweft well-enough. Upon all which, the
gentlewoman on afudden (without being defired) prayed,
that the Lord might fend the damfel her kealth,  faying,
¢ Lord help thee, poor daft child, and rebuke the devil.”
Which words were no fooner nttered than the damfel fell’
down as dead, and being in this pofture €arried to an-
 other room, inftantly recovered of the blind, deaf, and
alfo of the light fit, becoming perfeétly well and contina-
ed fo for fome time, and being thus recoveted, and M.
M. removed into another room, the damfel was enquired -
at, whom fhe had feen in the laft fit? to which fhe re«
plied, fhe had f{een the gentlewoman, though in the mean
time the was altogether ignorant of the gentlewoman’s
ever being perfonally prefent in the room with her.

The fame day the commiffioners of jufticiary having
come to Bargarran, M. M. and the damfel were again
confronted, upon which the damfel (being in the light
fit) upon the firft look of the forementioned M. M. was’
fuddenly feized with fore fits,’ out of which when fhe re.
covered, fhe adcufed her as being one of her moft vie-
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Jent tormenters, particularly, mentioning fuch and fuch
times, in which fhe had in an extraordinary manner
afli&ed her, as allo what words fhe fpoke in her hear-
_ing while in the fit, and which is yet more remarkable,
.did. queftion the gentlewoman if fhe did not femetime in
.Decem. laft, when fhé was tormenting her, remember
‘how fhe went away fram her in great hafte, faying, the
-gould ftay no longer, being pbliged to attend a child’s
.burial at.heme. In confirmation of which we are very
,credibly informed, that W. R. a near neighbour of her’s,
+had a child burried that fame day,.and that the gentle-
-woman came not in due time to attend the corpfe to
. the burial place, hut the corpfe being mear to the church -
_yard ere fhe reached the houfe from whence they came,
,fhe returned again to her ewa lodging, and fo did =ot

accompany the burial at all, _ _

The Lord’s day following, being Mareh 21ft, fhe fell
.into {wooning fits, gomplaining of no pain, except near te
_her heart, falling down as dead, not only wlien the fits
Aeized her, but alfo when fhe. recovered, fometimes finga
Ang after an,uanfual manner, withal informing {p¢@ators

that J. G. conflrained her to that kind ef mufic, her

.own lips not at_all moving in the mecan.time, which

beholders faw to-be true, only her tongue, for prevent.
.ing of which, fhe frequently put her. band into her
.mouth. And at this-time, when either fhe herfelf, ox
. thofe about her, effered to read any part of the Scripture,
. fhe was violently tormented, declaring if fhe did but fo
.much as hear the word of God.read that day, fhe would
. eertainly be extremely tortured; .in comfirmation of
. which, when fome eflayed to read Heb. xj. 2, 4, 6. lfa.
.xl. Pfal, iii. fhe uttered horrid fcreechs aud outcries, -
. eomplaining’that fhe was pinched, in evidence of which,
. the prints or marks of the mails of fingers were diftinétly

.{een on her arms,, and being thus pinched or bitten for
. feveral times with great violence and pain, the fkin itfelf
. was feen to be torn, from off thofe parts of her arms and

.fingers, where the prints of the teeth and nails were obfery-

s
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ed; fo that from the deepnefs of the'wounds, the fors-
faid parts affc&ed fell a.bleeding, which bloed was both
feen and handled by fpeéftators Morecaver the damfd,
‘while in this fad and lamentable condition, feemed to
be extremely affe@®cd and opprefled with fore ficknefs,
as one in a fever, crying fometimes, to remove thefe
dead children out of her fight; which fhe frequently
repeated, from fix to nine in the morning, and fhe fill
continuing the reft of the day, it was obferved that
fome charms and enchantments were put-in her mouth
as formerly, of which the damfel being very fenfible, fell
‘down on a fudden on the ground, putting her hand to
fome fpittle which fhe bad put out ef her mouth, and
Tifted fome trafh which fhe again caft down to the ground,
it making fome noife, but yet neither feen in her fpitile
‘gor elfewhere by fpe&ators; though while in her mouth,
they obferved fomething like orange pills,-whites of eggs,
and pieces of chefnuts. :
Monday, being March 22d, the forementioned 1. M,
or J. G. came to Bargarran’s houfe, and being confront.
"ed with the damfel, queftioned her if ever fhe had feen
her in any of her fits, withal alledging that (he, viz.
"L. M. or ]. G. ceuld be nonc of her tormentors, beeaufe
" the damfel was not now feized with a fit, though leoking
upon her as fhe ufed to be, when fhe looked upen any
of her other tormentors when confronted with them;
upon which the damfel being for fometime filent, L. M.
*or J. G. did again propofe the fame queftion to her; to:
* which the damfel diftinétly replicd, Yes, upon which L.
" M. replied. perhaps you have feen the devil in my fhape..
As ta the conference there are feveral things exceeding
remarkable, as firft, that the damfel vpon her anfwering,.
yes, wasimmediately feized witha fit.  2dly, That how-
ever after Katherine Campbell had touched the damfel in
prefence of the Commiffioners, - apon the gth of Feb. laf,
. fhe had ever fince that time,fr¢edom to touch any of her
tcamentors, without being feized with her fits, as has been
‘hinted, yet true it is, that ip the-room of that charm g

s
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aew one took place, viz. when any time fhe looked upon
her tormentors in the face, at the very fitlt look fhe was
feized with her fits ; ‘'which charm fhe declared waslaid by
means of the forementioned L. M. or ]. G. and alfo
taken off again by her that very merning before the came
go vifit the damfel, and this fhe faid, wasfuggefted to her
by fome invifible being, fpeaking diftin&ly as it were above
her head ; and that thercfore the damfel now had freedom
to look L. M. in the face, without being feized with fits,
which for a cenfiderable time before, the conld not do,
when confronted with any of her tormentors. 3dly, It is
yet mere obfervable, that in the fame mdrning beforc ever
L. M. came to vifit the damfel, it was told by the dam-
{el to feveral perfons in the family, that L. M. had taken
«off that charm of her being feized with fits, when look-
ing any of het tormentors in the face ; but withal, tbat
fhe had laid on anotherin its room, viz. that as faon as
;the ‘damfel fhould by words confer with any of her tor-
mentors, fo.foon fhould fhe be feized with a fit, which
. .accordingly was verified when the fpoke to L. M. or J. G.
Tuelday, being March 23d, the damfel being afleep
dn the bed with her mother, about three o’cloclg: in the
morning, was. an a fudden awakened (having for fome-
time ftruggled in her fleep) ingreat fear and confternation,
and being feized with her blind and deaf fits, took falt
hold of her mother, declaring to her father and her, that
the devil was ftanding near to the bed affaulting her, upon
which the cried fuddenly : * God Almighty keep me from
thy meetings. 1 will dic rather than go to-them. 1 will
never, through the grace of God, renounce my baptifm 5.
for I will certainly.go to hell if I do it; thou fays I will
go to hell however, becaufe I am a great fioner; but I
believe what the word of God futh ; though I have many
fins, yet the blood of Chrift cleanfcth from all fin; and
I will not add that great wickednels to my other fins,
which thou art tempting me to do. It is no wonder thow
die to me, fecing thou waft bold to lie m God’s face. X
,know thou art a liar froxi the beginning ; and the red
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coat thou promifes me, I know thou canft not perform it,
And although I fhould never recover, I am never refolved
to renounce my baptifm. It is God that hath kept me
all this time from being a witch, and I truft, he wgl yet
by his grace keep me ; not becaufe of apy thing in me,
but of his own mercy ; and that he who hath kept me
hitherto from being devoured by thee, I hope will yet
keep me.” This.conference continued mear the fpace of
an hour, her father, mother, and others being ear wit.
nefles to the fame. And after recovery the damfel
declared that it was the devil, who (in the thape of 2
naked man with a fhirt, having much hair upon his hands,
and his face like fwine’s briftles) had appeared to her
tempting her as aforefaid. - - :

Until Sabbath following' fhe continued in the light fit,
.but withal every morning and’ evening was fill feized
with her fore fits, continuing fill to name M. M. (who
was at this time fet at liberty); the fgrémeationed L. M,
E. T. an Highland wife, and others .as being. her tor-
mentors. It is more than remarkable here, that M. M.
being fet at liberty 'ypon bail, the very day after the went
. home, fhe appeared again to the damfel tormenting her
1a her fits, and continued fo to do feveral days thereafter,
particularly upon the Saturday, being March 27. after
‘{he was fet at liberty ; the which day, the damfel wag
heard name her in the fits, and fay to her, ¢wilt thou
fay, God help me, poor mad or foolifh child, as thou faid
the other day before the judges: art thou withing the
devil 'to’ take me ; where is the habit thou was cloathed
in the other day 2. IR B

On. Sabbath morning, being ,Mafch'zs‘th’, the damfel
through ' God’s great’ mercy towards her, was perfe&ly
recovered, both of all her fore and light fits; bccbmiig
as well, fenfible, and compofed as ever. -

nd of the Narrative of idb{iﬂ}an Shaw.
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The Editors of the firt Edition of the Narrative,
which was printed in 1698, have fubjoined the
following information, &c. to the Narrative. .

_ T it fhall be queftioned, how the truth of all thefe
ftrange things is attefted ? There is none of thofe parti-
culars mentioned in the Narrative, but had in the firft
draught, the witneffes inferted at the ead of every particu-
lar'paragraph, and attefted before the cammiffionersifor en-
quirey at Renfrew, by the fubfcriptions of the refpeétive
witnefles. But feeing the placipg of them.fo now, would
have occafioned the repetition of feveral perfons names
over and over again, and would; have made this Narrative
fwell teo much 1 bulk; thercfore we judged it fitteft,
now to fet down the names altogether at the ead of the
Narrative ; and the rather, that feeing thefe things fell
fiot out in a private ccrner ; but thoufands in this country
have becn eye and ear witn:fT s thereof, to their gdmire
ation and raifing ef their fympathy, and been fully con.
vinced beyond all debate of a diabolical influence upon
the affiGion of the damfel: we fhall now make mention
of a few, viz. befide the father, mother, grandmother,
and neareft relations of the damfel, and fervants of ihe
family, -who were always prefent with her in her fits;
{uch of the commiffioncrs for enquiry and of jufticiary as
had occafion to be on the place of the,eveats, particularly
the Lord Blantyre, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffen,
Sir’ John Maxwell of Pollok, Sir John Houftoun of that
ik, Alexander Porterficld of that ilk, the Laird of
Blackhall younger, the Laird of Glandeiftone, the Laird
of Craigens, Porterfield of Fulwood, John Alexander of,
Blackhoufe, Mr. Robert ‘Semple, fheriff-depute of Ren-
frew : and feveral other honourable perfons of goed fenfe
and prying. wits ; fuch as the noble %arl of Marfhall, the
Laird of Orbiftone, the Laird of Kilmarnock, the Laird
of Meldrum, the Laird of Bifhopton, elder and younger;
Gavin Cochrane of Craigmure, William Dennifton of
Colgrain, Dr. Matthew r{‘ibanc, &c. and many mini-
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fters, who kept days of humiliation and prayer weekly té .
the family, and fometimes in the parith-church with the
‘congregation, viz. Mr. James Hutchifon, minifter of the
Gofpel at Kilellan, Mr. Patrick Simpfun at Renfrew,
Mr. James Stirling at Kilbarchan, Mr. Thomas Black.
well*, at Paifley, Mr. James Brifbane at Kilmacolm, Mr.
Robert Taylor at Houftoun ; and of neighbouring pref-
byterics, Mr. Neil Gillies, Mr. James Brown, Mr. Joha
Gray, minifter of the Gofpel at Glafgow, while the dam.
fel was there ; Mr. John Ritchie, minifter at Old Kilpat-
rick, Mr. Alexander King, at Bonhill, Mr. Archibald
Wallace, at Cardrofs, Mr. John Anderfon, at Drymmon,
Mr. Andrew Turner, minilter of the place, who was fre-
%ucntly there : befides Mr. Menzies of Cammo, and Mr.

rant of Cullen, advocates, who were e¢ye and ear wit.
neffes to feveral important paffages of the damfel’s
afli@ion, and the convincing evidences of its flowing
from ghe operation of the devil, and his inftruments,
The truth whereof is further adminiculat by the progrefs
and iffue of the trial, at which were prefent at feveral
occafions, not only Sir John Shaw of Greenock, Com.
miffar Smollet, at Bonhill, Mr., John Stewart, advocate,
who were coacerned in the commiffion, with thefe others
before-mentioned : but alfo great confluence of feveral
nobility and gentry out of the country, fuch as the Earl
of Glencairn, the Lord Kilmaurs, the Lord Semple, &c.
"~ And now we are fure, that after all the pregnant evi.
dences of the truth of this relation, as to matter of fa&,
they muft be perfons very hard of belief that can allow
themfclves to deny credit therecunto: and muft need
conclude, that there is nothing. credible in the world
that ever hath been delivered to mankind or pofterity ;
and that they refolve to belicve nothing though never fo
fully attefted which they do not fee with their own eyes,
and perhaps, there are fome hardened in their prejudicate
conceits that will not believe even thefe fo far as they

* Author of the Schema Sacrum and Ratio Sacra, apd afterwards
Profeflor of Divinity im the Univerfity of Aberdeen. '
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may have influence to convince themt of their errors;.
"but wifdom is, and will be jultified of all her children.
Among all ingenuous perfons, we are hopeful this Nar.
‘rative, (which plainly relates things as they fell out with-
out any kind of difguife), will obtain fuch entertainment
as it is truly defigned for, viz. That we be hereby more
and more confirmed in the faith of the being of God and
invifible fpirits, and admire and adore the wonderful works
- of God in the depths of his judgements, and that there
is really a hellifli hierarchy and combination of infernal
fpirits, enemies to God; and working all the mifchicf
they can to men; whereby allo, there is an evident
teftimony given to the truth of what is related in the
Scriptures concerning the fame, and withal, to lament,
that through the juft dilpleafure of our holy and righteoys
"God, ‘tbo%c devils get leave to break forth with fo much
rage and fury, and gets fo 'many among profeit chriftians
into’ a hellifh confeder:cy with themfelves, to be the
inftruments of their malice, and the aétors of fo man
tragedies in the chriftian world ; to ftir us up alfo to blels
and magnify our God, that thofe devils and their inftru.
" ents are chained and limited, that they cannot work ajl
the evil they would, and as long as they will : and there-
fore to join in thank{giving to God for his delivérance to

" that afli&ed family and damfel. Finally, as we are to

fubmit to fuch’ aflitions as the Lord may think fit to
meafure out unto us, by whatfoever inftruments, as in the
cafe of Job; fo we are called to watch and pray that we
enter not into temptation, while we have fuch adverfarigs
going about fill fceking to devour us, and to rejoice
that we have a frong prote&or, the blefled Captain of
our falvation, the Lord Jefus Chiift, who hath obtained
the viGory over all the devils in hell, and hath premifcd
all his faints a fhare 1n his viGory, which they begin to
have in time, 1 epiftle John, iv. 4. And he hz}tL given us
hope, even through grace of a {peedy and certain accom-

lihment thercof. Luke xxi. 2z.  Let us [ift up our
'gcads, becaufe our réde‘mplt:én dxawgt!'x nigh.

: Al .
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APPENDIX, No. A.

THur fubferibed atteftations of Dr. Matthew Brifbane,
Phyfician, and Mr. Hen:ry Marfhall, Apothecary in
Glafgow, did influence the belief of an extraordinary
caufe of thefe events. ' -

The doétor, on the 31. December 1646, tells, that at
firft fight, when he was brought to the girl fhe appeared
fo brifk in motion, fo florid in colour, fo chearful, and in
a word every way healthful, that he could hardly be per-
fuaded fhe bad need of a phyfician ; but within ten mi-
nutes he found him{elf obliged to alter his thoughts, for

-fhe rofe from her feat, and advertifed fhe was 1nftantly
“ to be feized with a fit, according whereuato he obferved
a confiderable diftention in her left hypochondre, which
“in a trace falling, fhe was forthwith taken with horrid
" convulfive motions and, heavy groans at firft; which
afterwards as foon as fhe was able to frame words, turn.
‘ed into expoftulatory mourning . againft fome women;
“particularly Campbell and Naefmith. Yet he thought
thefe fymptoms were reducible to the freaks of hypo-
chondriac melancholy, and therefore put her in fuch a
courfe proper againft that kind of malady. Upon which
being freed, for fome time: he was alarmed that the
child was returned to town worfe than ever for having
his affitance. ~ He then was frequently with her, and
obferved her narrowly, fo that he was confident fhe had
no vifible correfpondent to fubminifter hair, ftraw, coal
cinders, hay, and fuch like trath unto her; all which
Supon feveral occafions he faw her put out of her mouth
without being wet'; nay, rather as they had been dried
with artifice, and aually hot above the natural warmth
of the body ; femetimes after fevere fits, and other times
without trouble when difcourfing with him. When fhe
had only light convulfive motions, but to a high degree,
fuch rigidity of the whole body, as we call =sroo, fhe did
not fancy as at other times, fhe faw thefe perfons already
mamed about hery but the upcafting of the trath above-

\
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mentioned, did no fooner ceafe, than in all her fits, wh&ﬁ
" fhe was able to.fpeak any, fhe always cried out they

were pricking or pinching her. He faw her alfo when

free of fits fuddenly feized with dumboefs, &c. And this

he folemnly declares himfelf to have feen and bandled,
and were it not for the hay, firaw, &c. he fhould not

defpair to reduce the other fymptoms to their proper
.clafles, in the catalogue of human difeafes.

Mr. Marfhall the apothécary concurs with the doctor ;
and gives fome Pparticular inftances .6f his own obferva-
tion; and among the reft, that the girl having fall¢n
headlong upon the ground, as fhe had been thrown down
with violence, fell a reafoning very diftinily thus : ¢ Katie

_what ails thee at me, I am %ure I neveér did thec wrong 5
come let us gree, let there be no more difference betwixt
“us, let us fhake hands together (putting forth her hand
faid, well, Katié, I cannot help it, ye will not gree with
me :* ‘And immediately fhe cried, fell into a fwoon, and
out of that into a rage, wherein fhe continued without
intermiffion for about half an hour; and perfettly re.
-covered. Then fhe told him that fhe faw Katie Camp.
.- bell, Nancy Naefmith, &c. and many more; Campbell
was going to thruft a {word into her fide, which made
“her fo defirous to be agreed with her; and when the
‘girl told him this, fhe inftantly fell into another fit as
formerly, in which fhe continued another half hour, &c.
dated 1t Jan. 1697.
¢¢ The lamentable cafe of the afflied damf{el and family,
had been reprefented.to his Majefty’s moft honourable
- privy council *,” and on the 19th of Jan. 169y, a war-
rant of Privy Council was iffued 4, which fet forth, that
“there were pregnant grounds of fufpicioh of Witchcraft
" in the fhire of .Renfrew, efpecially from the affli%ted and
.extraordinary condition of Chriftian Shaw, daughter of
John Shaw of Bargarran. It therefore granted com-
“miffion to Alexander Lord Blantyre, Sir John Maxwell

® Page g1, +Vide Rocurds of Privy Ccuncil, 19th Jan. 1697,
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of Pollok, Sir John Shaw of Greenock, William Cua.
nyngham of Craigens, Alexander Porterfield of Duchall,
Caldwall of Glanderftoun, Gavin Cochrane of
“Thoraly-muir, Alcxander Porterfield of Fulwood, and
Robert Semple, Sheriff-depute of Renfrew, or any five
of tbcm. ta mtcrrogate and " imprifon perfons fufpeéted
“'of Witchceraft, to‘examide witneffes, &c. but not upon
“oath, axd to tranfmit their report before the ioth of
March 1697. “The a@ of Privy Council is fubfcribed
" thus, *' Polwarth,- Cancellar, Xrgyle, ‘Leven, Forfar,
* «¢ Raith, Belhaven, Ja. Stewart, J. Hope, w. Aanftruther,
“J Maxwell Ro. Smclaxr weo

'*An Abbreviate of the Precognition and chort made
by the Commiffioners appointed gby his Majefty’s Privy
Council for erquiry: and the confeffions of Elizabeth
“Andeifon, James and Thomas Lindfay, . tranfmitted’ by
“ thefe Commiffioners, and prefented to the Privy Councn],

- .on the gth of March 1697.

" The Commiffioners for enquiry, having met at Bar-
garran in February 1697, did choofe the Lord Blantyre,,
Prefes, and took the confeflion of Elizabeth Anderfon,
aged about feventeen years, as follows, Declares, ¢ that
about feven years ago, fhe ftaid with Jean Fulton her
grandmother, and playing about the door fhe faw a black
'grim man go in to her grandmother’s houfe : after which,
her grandmother came to the door, called her in, and
defired her to take the gentleman (as fhe named him) by
the haud, and ‘which' fhe did, but finding 1t very cold,
‘became afraid ; and lmmedlately he vanifhed. = About a
“month thcreaftcr, ‘her grandmother and fhe bemg in the
"houft 1o cther,” the faid gentleman (whom fhe then fuf-
pe@ed to be the devil), appeared to them, and fell a

- talking vuth her grandmother, by rounding in one an.
others ears’; upon which the grandmother defired her to
take him by the hand, being a friend of hers; but Eliza-
“beth “refufing, * the grandmother thrcatcncd, that- fhe
would get none ot the cloaths promifed to hcr, unlefs
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the fhould obey : yet Elizabeth withftood, faying, ¢ths -
Lord be between me and him,” wherespon he went away
in a flight; bat fhe knew not how. Elifabeth was not
troubled for a long time thereafter, till her father defir-
ing her to go with him a begging thraugh the country 7
and fhe faying, that fhe needed not.to feck her meat,
fecing fhe might have work ; her father prefied her to go
alonglt, and took her to a moor in Kilmalcolm, where
were gathered together, at that and other fubfequent
meetingy, Katherine Campbell, Margaret Fulton (her
grand aunt), Margaret Lang, John Reid, fmith, Margarett
and Janet Rodgers, the three Lindfays, (befides the two
confeffant ones) &c. and feverals whom fhe did mot,
know, and the forefaid gentleman with them. He came
to Elifabeth, biding her to reriounce her baptifm, pro-
mifing that if fhe would confeat thercunto, fhe fhould
get better meat and cloaths, and not need to beg.  But,
(as fhe declared) fthe would not confent.” Then he inquired
what brought her hither, the anfwered, that fhe came
with her father: whereupon the devil and her father
weat and talked together apart : but the knew not where
about, Declares, that in that mecting was concerted the
tormenting of Mr. William Fleeming, minifter at Inners
kip, his child. Elifabeth confefles fhe was at another
meeting with that crew above the'town of Kilpatrick, with
the forefaid gentleman, whoem they called their lord ; and
that flie went with her father to the ferry boat of Erfkine;
where the devil with the reft of the band overturned the
boat, and drowned the Laird of Briglioufe, and the fer.
rier of Erfkine, with feveral fpecial circumftances there-
anent ; particularly that fome of the crew would have
faved the ferrier, but one of them, viz. his mother-in.
law gidinftood it, in régard he had expelled her out of his
hotife a little while before thé meeting. Acknowledges,
Mhe was prefent with them at the deftroying of William
Montgomerie’s child, by frangling it with a fea napkin ¢
where they having entered the houfe, lighted a candlo,
which was fomewhat bluifh, and Agnes Naefmith faying,
: - r :



what if the people awake? Margaret Fultor replied, ye
fieed not fear: ag alfo declares, that about five wecks
before the date, het fathier brought her on foot to Bar-
garran orchard, ‘into which they entered by a flap in
the dyke, and where were prefent the perfons before-
naited. &c, and the devil, who told that nobody would
fce them, at which they laughed. At this meeting,
they, with their lord, contrived the deftruftion of Chrif-
tian Shaw: fome being for ftabbing her with a'touck,
others for hanging her with a cord, a third fort for
choaking her, ‘and fome intended to have her ouE of the
houfe to deltroy her : but fearing they might be taker
before the next meeting to.that ee, their lord (as they
calted him), gave them a piece of an unchriftened child’d
Hver to ¢at, (but the declarant and tiie other two' con-
feffants flipped the eating of it), telling them, that
though they were apprchended, they fhould never confefs,’
which would prevent an effeftual difcovery : and further,
feverals ‘of them bring afraid that the declarant would'
conféfs, and tell of them as the had done formerly on her.
grandmother, they threatened to tear Her all in pieces if
fhe did fo ; and particularly, Margaret Lang threatened
her moft.  After two hours or thereby, they difappeared
in a flight, except the declarant, who went home on her
foot.  Confefles likewife, that onme night her father
raifed her out of her bed, and they having gone to the
water fide, took heron his back, and carried her over
the river in a flight ; from whence they went on foot to
Dumbdrton, and in Mr.” John Hardy, minilter, his yard,
the ¢rew ‘and their lord being met, they formed the pic-
tore of Mr. Hardy, and dabbed it fall of pins, and hav-
ing put it’amongft water and ale mixed, roafted it on'a
fpit at a firé, &c.  After which her father and herfclf
returned in’ the fame manner as they went. Declares the
particular perfons that were employed and moft induftrious
in the feveral faQs before-mentioned, &c.”.

"James Lindfay, aged 14 years, declares, “ That on¢
day he met with the deceaft Jean Fulton his grandmother,
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+ at'her own houfe, where fhe took from him a little round
. cape and a plack ; but being grieved, he required them
. from her again, and fhe refufing, he called her an old
: witch and ran away, upon which fhe followed him and
« ¢ried that fhe fhould meet him with an ill turn, About
« three days thereafter, he being a hegging in the country,
. he met his grandmother with a’black grim man, &c.
. whom fhe defired him to take by the hand, which James
- . did, but found it execeding cold, and was ftraitly griped,
. whereupon the faid gentleman (as fhe termed kim) afked
= the declarant if he would ferve him, .hd ouvey him, and
Re fhould have a coat, hat, and feveral other things, ta
. which James anfwered, “yes, I’ll do it. >’ And after this
- the forefaid gentlemen (whom the declatant knew there-
- aftey to be_the devil), and his grandmothér went away,
v but knows not how.  Acknowledges he was frequently
= thereafter at mectings with the devil and witches, particus
larly thefe mentioned in Elizabeth Anderfon’s confeffion :
. that their lord came to James at the firft public meeting,
+ took Wim by the hand, and forbade him to tell: that
= they contrived before-hand at the faid meeting, * the
< drowning -of Brighoule, and concurs with Elizabet
- Anderfon anent the defign of faving the ferrier, which
© Bis mother-in-law did divert. He being interrogate,
- declared he did not fec J. K. and J. W. at commiiting
~ of the forefaid fa@: (and indeed they were then in
. prifon) that they with a cord ftrangled Matthew Park’s
» child ¢ and that the perfon who waited on the child,
+ finding it fifled, cried out, Matthew! Matthew! the
. bairn 1s dcad: Elifabeth Anderfon concurs in this par.
i ticular; and tells, that when they had 'done, they took
- the cord with them. ' Declares, that he was prefent at
- frangling William Montgomerie’s child with a fea napkin,
- and heard Agnes Naefmith fay, ¢draw the loup,” &c,
That about five weeks fince, he was carried-to them in
Bargarran’a prchard, and concurs with Elizabeth Ander-
+ fon in 'what was treated there, anent gle(}_roi:;g Chriftian
Shaw, and the charm againkt confefing.’ - Likewile the

v
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necting in. Dumbartos, .anent Mr. .Hardy, is acksow.
fedged by him : and that he has feveral times appeared
tc Chriftian Shaw both in Glafgow and Bargarran, with
the others that did torment her, and put in her mouth,
woal cinders, bones, hay, hair, fticks, &c. intending
thereby to choak her; that hé and. they did oftentimes
prick and ftab her in this maoner, ¥iz. he had a needle,
which if be put in his cloaths, her bady would be prick-
¢d and ftabbed in that' place where he fixed the needle,
and if he put in his hair, that part of her head would be
tormented® :hat he faw her put out the pins they had
‘put in, at which time he.cried thefe words, Help ]J. D,
whe was alfo then prefent : that when the minifters began
to pray in Bargdrran’s.houfe at feveral occsfions, the
devil and they immediately. went away,”” &c.© =~
‘Thomaé Lindfay being below pupilarity, declares, “the
fame Jean Fulton his grandmother, awaked him one
night out of his bed, and caufed him take a black grim
entleman (as fhe called him) by the band; which he
elt to be cold; and who having enquired if Thomas
would {erve him and be his man, and he would giie him
a ved coat, the declarant confented : and the gentleman
{whom he knew thereafter to be the devil) gave him a
nip in the meck, whieh continued fore for ‘ten days.
Thereafter, ore day after his grandmother’s deceafe,
eoming by her hou{e, he thoug t fhe appéared to him
clapping his head, and defiring him to be a good fervant .
to the gentleman to whom fhe had gifted him, and for-
bidding him to reveal it. “Declares, that ene night lying
in bed in the houfe of one Robert Shaw, he was awaken-
ed out of his fleep and carried i a flight 'to Matthew
Park’s houfe, where were prefent the particular perfons
named by him, and concurs to the mannef of ftrangling
of the child with James Lindfay his Brother: and that
another night, being in the houfe of- Walter Alexander,
lic was brought to the ftrangling of William Montgom,
erie’s child, and agrce:‘likcwife‘in the manner of it with
Wig brother, only he 'fays, the fea napkin with which
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they dommitted the fadt, was fpeckled. He likewife
goncurs as to the meeting in Bargarran’s orchard, about
five weeks ago; and what was afted therein ¢ as alfo anent
Mr: Hardy; with this addition, that himflf turmed the
fpit whereon the picture was roafted,” &ec. . .
It ie to be noviced, that the three confeflants were fea
parately apprehended upon feveral occafions, fo they
{after the obftinacy’ to difcover was abated) did emit
thefe confeflions i feveral dittin& places, without com-
munication with, or knowledge of another’s confeffion in
manner mentioned i the preceding Narrative. The com-
-miffioners did examine them upon other trying quettions
#bat were new, thereby  to make experiment of their
. .confonancy or difagreement : but flill found them ftrangely
to dccordi /Thé fa&s did fall out in the manner declared
by thetn; particularly the ftrangling of the children,
dedth of the ‘minifter, drowning of thofe in the boat,
and tdérture of Bargarran’s daughter mentioned in the
confeffions before exprefled. Further, the commiffione
did coafront them both with Chriftian Shaw, the aﬂli&cl}
girl; and the perfons declared; (whom they caufcd appre-
hend ) and: beth the girl and ceafeflants did accufe thefe
to thicir faces,-and bind therh in circumf{tances with great
fteadinéfs -and congruity, though feparately brought in,
The commiffioners did alfo try fome experiments anent
the girl, her falling in fite on approach of the accufed, as
is exprefled in the Narrative; and examined her, with
thofe who ftaid commonly- about her upon the particu-
lars of h¢r fufferings: they tried to caufe her write,
(finee fhe ¢ould nbt fay out) the name of a perfon whom
fhe firlt called Matgaset or pinched Maggie, and afferted
to be one of her ehi¢f bourriers ; yet upon writing Mar.
ret, and the letter L of her firnamic, the girl was pre. -
‘gc‘ntly' taken with a fearful convulfion, the pen being
‘ftruck out of her hand, and herfelf falling as dead, with
groans heavier and forer than ordinary : after fome ge-
covery, whereof fonte minifters pointed to her a_paflage
of the Bible, but upon eﬁ'aylilng to caft her eyes on it, the



126

fell into vehement pangs, till onc of the commiffionets
defired the book might be clofed, and that. being done,
“fhe immediately came to herfelf, &c. Latftly, the com-
miflioners called before them thofe perfona who had figned
the paffages of the feveral days in the written journal of
the gitl’s-fufferings : and having examined them thereupon,
tran{mitted the fame with the declarations of the three
confcflants, and feveral of the paﬂ'agen that.occurred in
the preeognition, to his Majefty’s privy council, by whom
they were appointed for that effeét.

The commiffioners reprefented that there were twenty.
four perfons male and female fufpe@ed and accufed of
Witcheraft, and that further cnqmry pugbt to be mada
into this crimeit.

Agreeable to thisreport, a new warrant; was jﬁ'ued by
the Privy Council on'the gth April 1697 ¥, - to moft of
the commiflioners formerly. named, with the addition of
Lord Hallcraig, Mr. Francis Montgomery of Giffes,
Sir John Houfton of that ilk, Mr. John Kincaid of
Corfbatket, Advocatc, and Mr. John Stewart younger
of Blackhall Advocate, or any five of them to mect .at
Renfrew, Paifley, or Glafgow, to.take trial of, judge,
and do juftice upon the forcfald perfons ; ;and to fentence
the guilty to be burned, or otherwife exccuted to death,
as the commiffioners_fhould incline. It further ordained
the commiffioners to tranfmit to the caurt of jufticiary an
authcntlc extra& of their proceedings, to be entered upon
its records ; and contained a recommendation to the Loids
of the 1 rcafuty to defray:the expences.of the trial. The
A& of Privy Council is_{ul fcribed. thus, ¢ Polwarth;
« Cancellar, Douglas, Lauderdale, Annandale, Yefter,
¢ Kintore, Carmichacl, W. Anftruther; Arch. Mure.”

Hugo Arnot Elg; Author of a- ColleQion of
celebrated Criminal Trials in Scotland, from which I
have taken the copy of the warrants, dated 1gth Jan. 1697

"4 Vide Records of Privy Councd, gtb Mu‘ch 1697
“* Vide Rccords of Privy Council, sth April 1697
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#nd yth April 1697, fays, “The commiffioners, thus

: émpowered, were not remifs in a&ing under the authority-

delegated to them. After tweaty-hours were fpent in
the examination of witnefles, who gave teftimony that’

- the malefices libelled could not have proceeded frem
. natural caufes, and that the prifoners were the authors of

thefe malefices—after five of the unhappy prifoners

+ confeffed their own-guilt, and'criminated their alledged

T

affociates—after counfel had been heard on beth fides,
and the counfel for the profecution had declared that ¢he

-~ would not prefs the jury with the erdinary feverity of

: threatning an affize of error *,” but recommended to them

3

v

to proceed according to the evidence ; and loudly declared
to-them, that although they ought'to beware of coudemn-
ing the inabcent, yet if they fhould acquit the prifoners,
m oppofition to legal evidence, ¢they would be acceffory
te all the blafphemies, apoftacies, murders, tortures, and
fedutions, whereof thefe enemies of heaven and earth
fhould hereafter be guilty:” . After the jury had fpeat
fix-hours in deliberation, {’cvcﬂ of thofe miferable perfons
were condernéd to the flamés.” ]

" Mr.:Arnet fays; ““The ordér of Privy Council for
recording the commiffieners proceedings in the books of’
jufticiary was not complied with. I am therefore unable
to give any- further particulars of the cataftrophe of thefe
miferable perfons, or‘of the criminal abfurdity of thofe
who committed them:to the flames.” : o

- Mi: Arnot furthér fays, “Thefe’ inftances afford a
fofficient fpecimeén of the’ mode of profécution againft the
multitude’of miferable perfons who were facrificed at the
alter of the fatal filters,—Ignorance, Superftition, and
Cruelty. - But it is'impoffible to form an eitimate of the
number of the vi&tims. For not only the Lords of jufti.
ciary, but bailies of regalities, fheriffs of counties, and
the endlefs tribe of commiffioners appointed by the Privy

- ® Vide the Advocate’s fpesch to the inqueft.

. o 'Qt,“v‘M'Q"" :
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Council, and fometimes by Parliament, offigiated .as the
Pricfts who dragged the vi&ims to the altar.” .

Mr. ‘Arnot further fays, ¢ The lalt perfon who was
profecuted before the Lords of Julticiary for Witchcraft,.
was Elfpeth Rule, who was tried at Dumfries, in ¥7cg.
The laft perfon who was brought to the ftake in Scotland
for the crime of. Witcheraft was. condemned by Captain
David Rofs of Little Daan, Sheriff-depute of Sutherland,.
A. D. 1722.” ,

Do&or Brifbane being adduced upon oath in the trial,
he adheres to his former fubfcribed atteftation, and ia.
refpe@ of what is mentioned in that atteftation, .and fome,
other fpecialities, the Do&or depones, that.in his opinion-
the things mentioned in his atteftation, did not proceed
from natural caufes arifing from the patient’s body.

The fum of the confeflions of Margaret and Janet Rod-
ger, who confeffed during the trial of the reft beyond-
expeation. T ,

During the dependence of -the trial, Janet and Mar-
garet Rodgers confefled in this manner ; the commiffioners,
had adjourned for two feveral dicts, and though they -
were to meet on the third, yet it was not expeéted that
they would proceed till providence might clear the prifon~
ers guilt by further teflimonies of thofe who might come
- to confefs. The very morning of the third térm, the.
Rodgers did confefs, which was a furprize to every one-
‘that came up to attend the court, finee thefe, as they
were women, and were nat formerly naticed as qthers
were: fo they confeffed of free mution, witheut any
perfop’s defiring it of them at the time ; they had not
fuch means of inftrution as were adminiftered to others :
andthe conjunure of many circumftances were altog¢ther
fingular, Their confeflions did coincide as to the wmeet-:
ings and things ated therein, with the three former coa-,
feffants, and the other evidences pf the ifible matters of
fatt: Only they were fo pointed as to condefcend upon
fome of the pannels whom they did met fee at theie ven-
deavoufes ; and great care was taken, to compare their
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téftimonies which had been already difcovered, and te
expifcate their certain knowledge, by new interrogators,
when they were fepérate from one another, &c. The
whole crifis had fuch an -evidence, that now the com-
miflioners, with the general approbation of the moft in-
telligent of the country, who came in to attend the court,
allowed' the going on of the procefs to debate of the re-
levancy, and putting feven of the beft known criminals,’
for whom an advocate appeared, to the knowledge of an
inqueft & atcordfng whereunto there were fome days al-
lowed for the pannels giving in their informations upon
the relevamcy; and at the term, there was a great time
fpent in adducing the ‘probation, an account whereof is:
referred to Appendix No. B..  ~

\
. APPENDIX No. B.

An acéount of Two ‘Lzrrers, which were written after
" the perfons were condemned, - and before they were
executed, which contain a Summary of what ap..
-« peared moft Material or Curious, in the Trial of the
Seven Witches, who were condenMed to be buthed

en the Gallowgreen of Paifley.

" Tue truth of the firange things, mentioned in the
preeeding Narrative was at firlt, carefully fearched into
only by private perfons ; but at la% became fo notour,
that, upon application founded on a journal of thefe cxtra-
ordinary events, attefled by many of the gentry in the
country, the council gave a commiffton for enquiring
thereanent. S

- The honourable perfons to whom thiswasrecommended,
did, with great impartiality and exa&nefs, make a report,
which, in providence, proved a mean of moving the
goverament to notice the execution of juftice on fome of
thefe witches, who otherwife might have lurked without
being difcovered. Co .

For, hereupon, the council dire&ed 3 ‘fecond commiffion,

M3
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far trial of thofe whe appeared to them to be moft loaded
by the preliminary probation adduced on the firfl.  Se.
veral of thefe judges were not only perfons of honcur but.
allo of fingular knowledge and cxperience; conf.m
whereunto they did proceed with fingular cautiin, and
were fo far from precipitancy in the affair, toat, after
feveral diets of court they adjourned.to a longer term,.
that, in the mean time, the prifoneya might be provided
of advocates. . e R .

Accordingly an advocate compeared forthem, and ma.
naged their defence with all the accuracy that could be
expeCted. There were about twenty hours employed at.
one diet, in examination of witneffes; and the inqueft
being inclofed, did confume about fix hours in comparing
the probation. Whereupon feven of the moft notorious
criminals were convited and condemmed,

The crimes libelled and found proven againft them,
were not mere {peCiral imaginations,. but open and obvi-
ous fa&s, viz. The murders of fome childrenand perfons
of age ; and the torturing of feveral perfons, particularly,
Bargarran’s daughter ; and both thefe, not at a diftance,
but contiguoufly by natural means of cords, pins, and the
like ; befides the other ordinary works of Witchcraft,
fuch as renouncing baptifm, entering in contra& with
and adoring the devil under a corporeal thape, &c. which
~ could not but be fultained rclevant in Scotland, fince

there is an exprefs ftatute, Parl. gth A& 73. Queen
Mary, appointing the pain of death to fuch. :

To make the probation the reore convincing, it was
adduced orderly in three periods. The firft confited of
unfufpe&ed witnefles, who proved falts. From whence
‘it was neceflarily inferred that there was Witchcraft,in
the cafe. The fecond did include, alfo unexceptionable.
witnefles, who deponed upon falts; which made it prob-
able, if not neceflary, that the pannels were the Witches. ,
The third did comprehead fix pofitive teftimonies of .
thefe who did fee and hear thefe Witches committing .
the malefices libelled, o 4 .
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The only valuable fubje@@. of dehate, was anent the
import of thefe laft teftimonics 3 five whereof werg ‘by
confeflants, who had been at the meetings in which were

. committed the crimes libelled 5 and the fixth of Bargar..
ran’s danghter, who was one of the perfons maleficiat.
The antecedent, part of the probation was by witnefles
beyond exception ; and-the judges upon a long debate
did fuftain four of thefe fix only cum nua, and two of
them to be examined without oath, fo nice were they 1in.
favours of the pannels lives, fince fome of thefe witnefles
might have been admitted in fuch a crime without any
quality by the moft fcrupulous judicatory in Europe.-
But all things were carried on in this procedure with
tendernefs and moderation : for even the advocates, who
were fent to profecute the indi@ment by his majeity’s.
council and advocate, did not aét with the bias of parties:
“but on the contrary thewed an equal concern- to have the
pannels aflvilized, if it could be found compatible with

juttice. )

This is the realon for which the publither doubtsnat,
but the two following Letters (the one whereof gives a
compend of the advecate’s fpeech' to the jury, and the
other of their anfwers to the objeQions againft the con-
feTant witnefles) will afford a fatisfying view of the
chiefeft part of the trial; fince the objeétions which were.
or might have been made, are thercin Rated and anfwered,
or auticipate and prevented, and. the intended brevity
would not permit to print at this time the whole procels,
which being extent upon record, any who are curious-
may bave eafly accefs thereunto. )

T'here is fcarcely need to take notice of a late fcurrilous
pamphlet, that had been printed in England, and pretends
to give an account of thofe proceedings; for any -who-
reads it may eafily find that the author has been either
fool, knave, orboth, there being ncither good language,
fenfe, nor truth, in the moft part of it.

i_[‘hcv above Preface to ti\_c Letters was Pﬁntqd in 1698 .

.
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' LETT E R L
SIR,

You having told me, that the odd paﬂ'ages whncfr
occur in the weft, have put many of your neighbours and
yourfclf upon reading all the books you can get, treat-
ing of Witchcraft ; and therefore defired me to tranfmit
to you my obfervations at the court. I fhall not pres
eccupy your opinion by giving them in my own form ;
but herein '} fend to you the exa&eft duplicate of the
advocate’s fpeech to the inqueft that I could obtain § and
by the next poft you fhall have fomething more curious,
viz. A colleGion of their anfwers to the objettions againft
the fix laft witnefles, that were adduced for concluding
the proof : having thefe, you will want little that could
be agreuble to fuch an accurate guft as yours is. '

The Adv'ocate’a Speech to the inqueft was-of this impdi'&

Good Men of Ingueft,

You having fitten above twenty hours in ovcrhcarmg
the probation : and bcmg inclofed, where, it is llkc,
you will take no fmall time to reconfider and compare it ; -
we fhall not detain you with fumming up the fame in par-
ticular ; but fhall only fuggeft fome things, whereof it
is fit you take fpecial notice in your perufal of it, vixz,
1ft, The nature of your own power, and the managemgnt -
thereof. 2dly, The objeét of this power which lies be-
fore you, wherein you are to confider in the firft place,
whether or not there has been Witchcraft in the malefices
libelled 2 and in the next p]ace, whether or not thefe
pannels are the Witches?

As to your power, it is certain that you are both judges
and witnefles, by the opinion of our lawyers and"
cuftom ; therefore you are called out of the nelghbour-
hood, as prefumed beft to know the quality of the pan-

" nels, and the notoriety of their guilt or innocence.  Your
oath i3, that you fhall all truth tell, and no truth conceal;
which does plainly-imply, that you are te condema or

\
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afloil, conform to your proper cotm&ton. Such is the .
excellent conflitution of juries in Eogland ; and ought
to hold more fpecially in this circumftantiate eafc, where
there is fuch a chain of different kinds of probation con.
urnng agamﬁ the fame pannels, as will appear by the
review thereof in its proper place. '

We are not to prefs you with the ordinary feverity of ;
" threatning an affize of error, in cafe you fliould abfolve ;
but wholly leave you to the condué of God and yourown
confcience, and defire that you proceed with all the cace .
of the pannels lives that is poffible for you, as the honour~
aple judges have fet to you a defirable pattern, m their
great. caution thereanent. :

As to the probation itfelf, yon fee, that itis divided ia.
three parts, viz. The extraordinarinefs of the malefices ;-
the probability of the conewrring adminicles ; and the
clearnefs of the pofitive probation.

As to the firft part, the malefices, or corpora delidti,,
are proven by unexceptionable witneffes, to have fallen
ont in fuch an odd and extraordinary a manner, that it
points out fome other caufcs than the ordinary courfc of
nature, to have produced thefe effets.

For clearing of this, particularly in relation to the tor-
* ments of Bargarran’s daughter, you may confider not

only the extraordinary things that could not proceed from
a natural difeafe, which lie proven before you ; but alfo
feveral other matters of fa&, which is notour, have been-
feen by fome of youtfelves, and lie here in a journal of
her fuﬂ'ermga 3 every article whereof is attefted by the
fubfg-iptions of perfons of entire credit, before the ho-
nourable commiffioners appointed by his Majcity’ J Privy
-Council, for making enquiry thereanent. ,

‘T'his girl’s throwing out of hairs, pirs, and coals of
greatcx heat than that of her body or blood; as alfo fo
dry that they appeared not te have eouie out of her
ftomach ; nor had fhe any prefs of vomiting at the time g
that Ihc dechared the fame to have been put in her mouth



3¢
by her tormentors; is deponed by Do&or Brifbane, in:
his opinion, not to proceed from a natural caufe.

She was net tormented by any of the pannels after
their imprifonment ; except two nights by Katherine
Campbell; which being a furprize, it was thereafter dif-
covered, that thefe two nights the jailor’s wife had got
out Katherine Campbell to {pin in her houfe.

She having been fpeaking to one of her tormentors as °
srefent, (though invifible to the bye-ftanders) and atking
how her tormentors had got thefe coloured red fleeves;
fhe fuddenly gets up, takes hold of them, the company
‘hears a fhried, and fhe pulls away two-picces of red cloth,
which all the bye-flanders beheld with amazement in her
hands ; nor-was there any other piece of this kind of
doth to be found in the room at that occafion.

- She” told that her tormentors were giving her a glafs-
of fack, an orange pill, &c. (thereby enfnaring her to
accept of a favour from them) and accordingly fhe was.
feen to move her lips, and to have an orange pill be-
twixt her teeth; though there was no vifible haand- that
could have done it. . .

She advertifed before.hand that one of her tormentors:
was to be at the door at a particular hour: and that
another of them was in- the kitchen before any didtell her-
thereof ; which accordingly fell out. And thefe being:
brought te her prefence, became obnoxious to the erdin--
ary means of difcovery : :

‘When: her glove fcil down from her, at a time when:
feveral perfons were about her ; it was lifted again by
a hand invifible to them. - ,

She was not only tranfported through the hall and:
down ftairs without perceiving her feet to touch the
ground ; but alfo was hurried in a flight up ftairs: and .
when a minifter endeavoured to retain her, he found a-
fenfible weight, befides her own ftrength, drawing: her
from him. e :

When the complained, that her tormentors had bitten.
and fcratched her , the feads of the nails and tecth were

T T T I e
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féen upon her fkin, with blood and fpittle about the
wounds, which were above twenty-four; while seither
‘her own, or any other tecth that were vifible, ceuld
have done it. . )

She was moft vehemently diftorted upon attempting to
tell or even write the names of her tormentors ; yet that
geafed as to any of them, how foen the perfon was delated ;
and particularly fhe had liberty, after many painful at-
tempts, to'accufe Margaret Lang, how foon a charm of
hair to reftrain.her, which Margaret had left behind
the door, was found and burned ; the girl having told it
to have been tint, in manner mentiosed in the depofition.

She did throw out no more hair after the finding the
hall of hair, of the fame colour and kind with that thrown
out by the girl, in Katherine Campbell’s pocket, with
pins in it, and the buraing .of it.

After Agnes Naelmith had prayed for her, fhe did
appear to her, but not torment her.

She foretold, that her tormentors had concerted to
throw her in a fit, .(whereof they did premonifh, of
defign to fright her to rcnounce her baptifm by the
terror) at a certain hour, and had left one of their num-
ber to exccute it ; accord;ng whereunto, there was a wo-
man with a red coat feen under a tree in the orchard,
‘and the torment was braught on at the time appointed.

When fhe told there was fomething tormenting her

under the cloaths, the fpetators faw the bed-cloaths
move in an extraordinary maaner, after the girl had been
raifed out of them. .

When fhe complained -the was beaten : the byg.ftanders
heard the noife of the frokes. ' o

She cried out at a time, that her thigh was hurt ; and
one of the company having fearched her pocket, found
a knifé ; but unfolded : however, having folded up the
fame, and put it in a fecond time, fhe cries of new:
and upon the fecond fearch, (it, though fecured by the

Apring)_is found open, to the great wonder of beholders;

\
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fince they did watch, that no vifible thing could have
poffibly opened it.

She told of a charm under the bed : and accvordingly
it was found in the fhape of an egg, which melted away
being put in the fire; fhe told alfo that her fiter, who
was boarded abroad; had charms pat “above her in the
houfe, and ‘would not recover of the decaying ficknefs
till fhe was brought out of it. According whereuntd
the’ child being brought homc, fhe ftraightway recovered:

She told of their meeting in the yard of Bargarran,

for confulting anent the deftroying of her; and accord-
ingly the confeﬂ'ants have deponed, that they dld meet
and confult her ruin in that place.
- The fory anent her telling, that the commiffioners,
though at three miles diftance, had granted a warrant to
the fheriff, to apprehend onec of her tormentors; her
telling fo perfe& an account of the fheriff and of Mr.
Guthrie who was thh him, while her eyes were tied and
faft ; her being in exceffive torments, (as fhe foretold)
till that perfon was apprehended, and immediately there:
upon; though at many miles diftance, her telling that
her tormentors were now taken, betwixt twelve and one
o’cleek in the morning, and the fheriff, when he rctumcd,-
did declare the feizure to have been about that time ;. is:
fo notour, and fo well attefted, that we need only to
put you in mind thereof.

Her falling in fits upon the fight or touch of her tor:
mentors, was no effe@ of imagination ; for fhe was fully
hood-winked with a cloak, fo as fhe faw nobody what-
foever ; yet upen the approach of her tormentor, fhe
xmmedlatcly fell down as dead: whereas fhe remained
no ways flattled upon the touch of any other : which ex-
periments were tried forafcertaining thismean of difcovery.

Finally, fhe is naturally fagacious and obfervant, and’
difcovered ber integrity in face of coutt ; for when the -
preﬁdent afked, whether or not fhe knew one of the
pannel’s name that was to be pricked ?’ fhe anfwered,

that though fhe knew her well enough of herfelf ; yet
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one had told her the name of this pannel, when fhe was
Jent for to be confronted with her: fo far did this girl
difcover her averfion from any thing that might feem in-
tended to'aid unfairly the natural evidence of truth ; and
her firmnels to the outmhoft againft temptations of becom-
ing 3 witch ; particularly againft the latt affault of Satan;
wherein he perfuaded her at léaft to go to:their meét-
ings, and fhe anfwered, that' fhe would not follow fuch
a bafe fallen creature ; and he rejoining, that fhe would go
to hell however for her other fins; and fhe anfwering,
that he was a liar from the beginning; and the blood
of Jefus would cleanfe her from all iniquity : whereupon
he difappeared, and’ fhe ‘pérg:‘&ly recovered upon the
- Sabbath thereafter; was an happy end put to thig
fearful‘tragedy of witcheraft, apg confirms to conviion
the reality of it, ~ ot -
As to the murdering of the children, and the minifter
fibelled : you may obferve feveral extraérdinary things
appearing in them ; particularly, the witnefles depone,
the minifter.to have héen in" exceffive tarments, and of
an unufual colour, to have been of found judgment ;'and
yet he'did tell of feveral wo.nén being a{;q'u; hjm, and
that he heard the noife of the "door .opening,?.when
none eife did hear it. The children weré well at night,
2ad found dead in the morning, with a littlé blood on
their nofes, and blacs at the ruots of their ears; which
were obvious fymptoms of ftranglings: .bcfﬁdcs that it is
tettified, ' that . the keeper of one’ of ‘them, cried out,
¢ Matthew ! Matthew'! the hild is dead.”’ Andlie houfe
of the other was whitened within, with Gfting of meal
the night before.  Buth which particulirs were told and
difcovered by the confeffants, before the witnefles which
mow concur with them in it, were examined.
The fecond part of the probation confifts of feveral
adminicles, proven by unfufpedted witiefles,’ wbi,c'}l; lea
‘us to fufpe& thof: panpels to be, Witches, as fo man
lines drawn from a ciicumference to a center, and as an
Axchus to the pofitive prub&tjbﬂ thercaficr addyced ; and
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thefe either firike at the whole pannels in general,-or
fome of them in particular. In general we need nof
enumerate all thefe adminicles, but remit you to the
probatian, which is {o full thereanent ; only you will be
pleafed to notice, that it is cleatly proven, that all the
pannels have infenfible marks, and fome of them in an
extraordinary manaer ; that moft of them hyve been long
reputed Witches, and fome of them delated ip 1687, by
s confeffing Witch, whofe fubfcribcd confeflion has beeg
produced, you fee that none of them doth fhed tears;
nor were they ever difcovered to do it fince their imprifon-
ment, notwithftanding of their frequent howlings; lo
ghat it is not a fudden grief or furprife. And finally,
ghat the girl fell into fits of torment upon the paunels
approaches to ber, and that fhe did name them all fre.
queatly, cither out or in her fits. i T
In particular, you fce how Katherine Campbell was
provoked by this girl’s difcovering her theft ; whereupou
fhe has brought in the reft of her confederates to agt the
following ‘mifchicfs; how thereupon Campbell did curfe
and imprecate in a terrible manger ; how fhe ftaid out of
Ber bed ‘at night, and was frequently droufy in the
fporning ; how fhe was named by the girl, particularly
the two mights that the was out of prifon. © The bill of
bair was taken out of her pocket and burned ; whereupop
the girl’s threwing out of hair did ceafe; fhe could not
‘exprefs ome word, even when on her knges, of prayer,
for the girl’s recovery ; and the infenfible marks on her
were remarkable . _— S I
" Agnes Nacfmith did not torment the girl after fhe had
prayed for her; fhe was reputed 3 Witch, and hath thie

marks. She came early in the morping to Bargarran’s -

alofe, when by Ler refufing to go in, it appeared fhe had
Bo bufinefs; yea, it is plain, that the Bad a refentment,
for her not getting a greater alms the laft time fhe was
there. ' The girl declared, ex sncontinenti, that Naéfmith
atked her health and age; which in thefe cireumftances
Was @ Threwd prefumption’ of her evil defign ; and fie
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acknowledged herfelf to have done this; when the aked
the age of another child ; wherein by providence fhe was
befooled, fince that. which the thousht would have been
an excufe, tended to difcover her guidt. - And laftly, after
this appearance of Agiics Naefmith, the girl did take hen
firft fit, and gomirate her among her firft tormentors.
..Margaret Lang, that great impoftor, has been a greaw
mafter-piece of the devil ; fhe has c.nfefled unoatural lafty
which is kriowa to fome of your number; fhe fat neam
the door where the charm of hair was found, which the
girl declared did keep wp her tongue ; and upon burning;
shereof, it was loofed. . I'be girl fell in fits apon her ap-
proach ; fhe has notable marks ; particularly one, which
the confeffants declared fhe lately received ; and by in<
fpeQjon, it appears to be recent, When fhe came fromv
Ler private converfation (no daubt with the devil) fhe
raged as if the had been poffefled, and could not but de~
clare, that the expe@ed a violent death. She looked in
the face of James Millar’s child, add afked her age,
whereupon that child fickened the fame night, and named
Margaret Lang on her death-bed. It appears the was:
ready to thow to Janet Laird a fight of her mather, who
bad been three years dead. And finally, fhe has been.
taken in feveral lies and grofs prevarications 5 particularly -
you may rememaber how fix hoors afo; when the witneffes'
ete examined on the ball of hair found with Katherine'.
mphell,. a gentleman, (Mr. Stewart of ————) heard
ber fay to Katherine in the ear,. ¢ this is well waird on
you, becaufe you would not put it away when 1 defired
you,” &c.  Which the faid Mr. Stewart did openly
teftify in court upon oath; notwithftanding whereof,
this impudept wretch had the confidence to deny it;
though Katherine Campbell alfo confeffed, that fhe had
pulled at her, and had fpoke fomewhat to her, to which
fie did mot advert. This was no wonder, the witneffes
deponing at the fame time being clofe againk Katherine.
Margaret Fulton was reputed a Witch, has the mark.
of it, and acknowledged 1113 prefence of her hufband, thit
. : 2 . :
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de ddde ol of 4 chatrh; whith appedred full of figalf
foties aid blobd.” That her hufband had brodght her
Buck front the fairfes; dnd her teputé of Beldg a Witch
it oFan old dte, befidés her béing oftén named by theé
heleheidte gil, ) o
, AV to the Lindfayd; they all have the mark; and were
1 of £ long tinde i:’etk!t'cd tobe Witches. Jolin Liidfay,
id Batloek, way accidently difcovéred by the girl’s takinf
& fit upon his coming to the houfe.  Johin and James
Lindfay were delated by a confefling Witch in anno 1687,
which confeffion” is publicly read before you, dnd there
wa$ igney given to the Sheriff-depute for delaying of the
purfuit,« ~ James Lindfay appeared to William Semple
fuddenly; and flew about like a fowl; for an oppmt‘unit‘y'
t6 firiRe bim, in revenge of the quarrel mentioned in the
depofition; and at laft prevailéd to ftrike him dedd ovér
a Eykcv. And findlly, which is 4 remirkable indication
Hoth to truth and providence,  the very witneflés adduced
in the exculpation, for the Lindfays, deponed fo clearly
againft them, even beyond the purfuer’s witneffes, that
theit advocate was ftumned thereat ; and theredpon defift-
e from craving any ‘more witnefles to be examined on
the exculpatién. . . o B
It is tyue, fome of thefc indications may be in oz,
and others of them in another, either from nature ot ac-
cident, and yet that perfon not be a Witch 1 but it was
never heard nor tead, that all thefe indications, which
are fo many difcoveries by providénce, of a crimé that
might othetwife remain in the dark, did ever concly in
one and the fame individual  perfon that was inndcent :
yea; on the contrary, théy, by the wifdom and éxperience
of all nations, do alfo convincingly difcover-a Witch, "as
the fymptoms of a leprofy concerted by all phyfictans, do
unfold the perfon affeed with the fame to be le’{dei*oué,
bat ¢f5; they are not fufficient of themfelves, yet .their
tendency and medning, being cleared and applied to their
proper caufe, by a liquid and pofitive probation, there

. =
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waits no more to determine you anent the pannel’s guilts
And thercfore,

Thirdly, ‘As to the third part of the probation, we
remit the pofitive depofitions of the confeflants, and
againft whom they do concur, wholly to your own perufal
or examination ; only you would be pleafed to notice.
aft, Something whicl do very much futain the credibia
lity of their teftimonies, arifing from their examination in
court. 2dly, We fhali explain to you the import of the
‘word ‘ANota, which is added to the interlocutor of the
judges admitting thefe latt witneffes.

‘ lgirﬁ, Elizabeth Anderfon is of fufficient age, being
feventeen ; but fo young and pointed, that her depofition
appears no cffe& of melancholy : fhe accufed her father
to his face when he was a-dying in the prifon, as now
‘there are two of her aunts in the pannel, which centainly
muft proceed from the ftrength of truth, fince even dives
retained a natural affe&ion to his relations; fle went on
foot to the mectings with her father, except only that

.the devil tranfported them over the water Clyde;
‘which was cafy to the prince of the air, who does far
greater things by his hurricanes, fhe tells that Mont~ .
gomerie’s houfe was meally when his child was ftrangled ;
and declares, that the never renounced her baptifm, but
was carried along by the concuffion of the parent: fo
that nothing can be objetted againit’ her teftimony in any

judgement, mach lefs an excepted crime.

"~ James Lindfay, it is true, s of lefs import ;" yet by
his weeping when he came in and was admonifhed of the

reatnefs of his guilt, it appears that he had a fenfe of
it : he hath a gatural precipitancy in what he fpeaks, yet

that is commonly the concomitant of ingenuity, as im-

porting his expreflions sot to be forethought. © He con-
curs in moft things with the others, and yet he has de-
clared, that he faw not Margaret Fulten at Dumbarton,

&c. Which implies that ho does not file the pannels all
at random, but tells what occured to his fenfes, &c.

Janet and Margaret Rodgers are inftances of a fingular

N3
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providence ; for they did cohfels the farie morning ithat
the court did lak fit, of their awn proper motive, there
_ heing ncither minifters nor judges befide them at the time,

Agnes Naefmith is Janet’s relation, and fhe tells that
fhe never faw Katherine Campbell, as Margaret declares,
that fhe did not fee John Lindfay in Barloch; which
plainly demonftrates that they tell only the diQates of
their natwal confcience, arifing from difcretion angl
knowledge of the true matters of fa& : they. buth pio-
feffed their repentance laft Sabbath in the church; and
do perfift with great firmnefs, as you fce their deportment
in deponing to the congruous and cxad. .

Thomas Lindfay and Chriftian Shaw, being under
pupilarity, we did not prefs their being put’to an oath’;
yet you faw that: thiey 'did declare in court againft thofe
pannelsin fuch an harmony with the relt of the deponents,
and gave fuch a caufe of their knowledge, that it is
certain their own youngnefs in years, adds extremely to
the credit of their teftimopy : becaufe thereby it is in-
credible, that they could have contrived or executed the
a&ing of concert.

As to the fecond, fince thefe witneffes are admitted
by the judges ; it neceflarily implics, that they meant
them to be probative; only they adje@ed the words,
cum nota; that is you muft notice, or notandum ¢ff, that
there muft fomething elfe concur to prove the guilt of
the pannels, by and atour the depofitions of any two fuch
witnefles : but fo it is that all the adminicles on which
you hdve feen probation led, for more than fixteen hours
of your time, are fiengthening evidences, of thofe wit-
nefles credibility, and cannot but have been noticed by
you, as illative of the fame things which they depone.
Whereby the nota is fully taken off by the concurrende
of four other paofitive teftimonics, agreeing with that of
two of thefe witneffes : by the extraordinarinefs of the
corpora del:@i ¢ by the probability of the adminicles ; and
finally by the whole chain of this affair, and the fparkics
ofan infernal fire whichin every placchath broken out of it.
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Tt is tiie, ‘there aré fome few of the adminicles that
dre proven only b} orle ‘witnefs, but as to this you may
confider, 1ft; That u Witnel§ deppning de fado propris,
is in law more credited than any other fingle witnefs.
And this is the prefent cafe as o fome of the adminicles.
2dly, The antcced‘s’nt coacomitant and fubfequent cir-
cumftances of fa&,. 'co fuftain the teftimony and make
the femi’ plénary probation to become full. But 3dly,
The other adminickes undoubtedly proven by concurrihg
witnefefs, are per Je, fufficient;” and therefore you faw
us, at the defire of the judges, forbear to call the far
greateft part of our witnefles ; becaufe the time had al-
ready run to fo great a leogth, and it wis thought that
there was already enough proven of prefumptions ; far it
may alfo reafonably be imagined, that thie mof regular
and curious fcheme had emerged from the fortuitous con-
‘courfe of atoms, roving without rule, as that fo many
‘jndication fhould concenter againft each of thefe pannels,
and yet they remain innocent of witchcraft.

* Now upon the whole, you will take notiee, tkat pre-
fumptions belng vchement, make a more certain proba-
" tion than witneffes; becaufe . prefumptions are natural
emanatious of the thing itfelf, ‘which cannot be bribed ;
whereas witnefles are obuoxious ; fo in our law there was
"one condemned for theft, another for falthood, and a
‘third for murdering of a child, merely upon prefumptions,
as is related by M¢Kenzic in his Criminal Treatife, much
‘more may prefumptions abftrut the faith of, and take
off the nota from pofitive witnefles : for it is a grofs mif-
‘take, that {everal proofs which have each of them fome
"import, may not be joined to make a full evidence, the
“fame way ds two fmall candles in a dark room, 'will not
fuffice, yet feveral others being added to them, will make
“a fuffizient light, to difcover the murdérer; two boys
‘will be able to carry a weight which one of them would
“not be able to fuftain, as two units make a full number:
one witnefs of whatfoever dignity "proves nothing; yet
out of .thc mouth of two or three witnefles, every truth
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fhall be eRablifhed. - And finally, though one caal make-
not a fize that can do the work ; yet feveral coals added
to it, increafe the lame, which is hoped will be fufficient
for the operation. -

We fhall therefore leave you with this conclufion, ‘that
as you ought to beware of condemning the innocent, and
ought to incline to the fafeft fide: fo if thefe pannels be
provea legally rgui!ty; then guad bygones, your eye
.ought mot to fpare them. mor ought you to fuffer &
‘Witch to live ; and as to the future, you in doing others
wife, would be acceffory to all the blafphemies, apoftafics,
murders, torture, and fedu@ioms, &c. whereof thefe
enemies of heaven and earth fhall thereafter be guilty,
when they have got out. So that the queftion feems
" fimply to come to this, whether upon your oath de _fideli,

you can fwear, that the pannels, notwithftanding of all

that is proven ayainft them, are not guilty of witcheraft;
in the determination whereof, we pray God may dire@
you to the right courfe.

The inqueft being inclofed near fix hours, brought in
their verdi& to court that they found the Libel proven.

"LETTER IIL
SIR, '

I nave colle@ed, according to my promife, what
appeared to me moft fpecious in the reafonings, cither in
‘court or private converfation, anent receiving of the coun-
feflants as witnefles.  You are not to imagine, that the
-pannels were condemned on the faith of thefe; for I do
believe the probation-by unexceptionable witnefles, led
antecedent to this lafk, was fo pregnant that the pannels
might have been condemned on it, though thefe lag had
not been adduced.

I may have mifled the energy of the argument fome-
times, in a cafe which in itfelf is abfirufe: however,
you have it in fuch a manner as [ was able to penetrate
thereunto as follows. .
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_1& order to the more fatisfa@ory anfwering of the
&bJc &ions made againft thefe laft witnefles, we fhall firft,
My béfore you the ftate of the cafe; and then clear up
the determination of it. )
~ As td the firft, the queftion is not, whether partners
fir the crime, or others méntioned in thé obje@ions can
Bt a ¢ohcluding proof of themfelves, though two of thent
#buld concur ad to the famé a& of witchcraft; but
Whéther “the corpora deligi appearing already to imply
titchcraft, and the extrinfic adminicles being fo preg-
rfant; to infer that thefe panncls are the Witches ; their
condurfing fuch charalters, as by obfervanice of all nations
and ages, are the fymptoms of a Witch ; particularly the
fiatks, fime, not fheding of tears, &c. which are dif«
Covetie$ of providence of fuch 4 ctime, that like avenues
Fead us t6 the fecret of it.' And fidally, when fix perfons
of differént 4gés and ftations, five confeflants and the girl,
do, when feparately examined, agrée in their anfwers to
. évery matérial queftion that is put to them, even though
.it be new; fo that it could not be concerted: we fay,
whether or ot in fuch 4 cafe, may witneffes be received-
_to pit the capéftone oh the evidence by a pofitive proba. -
tion, of 4 matter of fa®; which is the obje& of fenfe,
though otherwife they be liable to exception, if fuch ex.
fraordiniaritrels of the corpora delii, clearnefs of the ad-
minicles, aud of the diagnoftics of Witches, did not
precede them as you have feen proven before yod that’
they do. - :
h %‘he cafes is not,” whether thefe’ witneffes would be
hibilé in ah-ordinary crime, which commonly falls to bie
‘expofed to other witneffes, than thofe concerned in' it
but whether they can be received in this extraordinary,
occult and excepted crime of Witcheraft, wherein there
are two {pecial cafes to be noticed, viz. fometimes the’
& thereof are open and Admit the choice of witnefles 5
fuch as charmis ufed in the day time; wheén the ador is
vifisle. But that part of witchcraft, whereby Witches
mect in the night time, adore their lord, contrive their

v
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malefices. and accordingly thereafter execute them whea
other witnefles are aflcep, or the witches themfelves are
covered from fizht ; we fay, that this can be no-others:
wife proven than by thefe that are intimate. te it, juineds
to the pofitive proof and adminlcles before-mentioned: -

. We do net alledge, that perfons alcogether deflitute
of knowledge and natural conicience, are not to be adg
mitted in any cafe, fuch as infants, furious, fatuous, &cy
Neither do we contend, that Thomas Lindfay and Ghrifw
tian Shaw, who are under pupilarity, fliould be put te
ap oath; for they are only to be-examined feperately:
_ before the court, upon interrogators, by which it may.

appear, whether or not they coincede with thé four other.

confeflants, that are to depone before them ; and this is.
the pannels advantage in eale- of ditagreement. But we,
infift, that any perfon above pupilarity, giving evidencesm
af confiderable knowledge and natural confcience (which:
is a f{ufficient fund for all the credit that we need in;
this cafe, that is alréady almoft fully proven) it is to bae,

received as a witnefs. . S .. o

- As to the fecond, we fhall make this as clear as noon,,
1it. From reafon and the nature of the thing. . 2dly,

Qur own cuftoms and decifions. And 3dly, The finguw

larity of the circumftantiate cafe. - Lt

As to the firft, the going to and coming from iheet;
ings, efpecially on foot ; the falling down and worfhiping:
the devil there, under a corporeal fhape. (which -he had
when he tempted our Saviour to doit). The atual.
murdering of children by a cord and napkin; and the.
tormenting of others by pins, %c. are plain objeéts of-.
fenfe ; and therefore the fenfes are to be believed anent,
them. For as reafon hath things intelligible and faith-

things fupernatural : fo the fenfes have things 0.

ral for their obje@ts, whercaneat they are to be trufted,

aye and while it be proven,. that the appearance is.im-
poffible, or that the witnefs of it, is an impoftor. = It is.
" a part of the Witches purchafe from the devil, that they.
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gannot be feen at fome occafions : fo that the gbominationg
committed then would remain ynpunitheds if fuch wit-
pefles were not admitted. ¢t cannot be thought that
Witches (who of all ctiminals are the moft obftinate to
confefs) would vegture the lofs of their own lives, by de.
poning againkt others, again& whom they have no fpecial
pique ; yea, for whom they have particalar affe@ion, as
feveral of the panncls are {ome‘of the witneffes relations.
Nor has the devil any peculiar intereft to inftigate .them
theveunta : for feveral of the pannels have confefled other
exccrable crimes ; whereby it cannot be fuppofed, that
Satan would be, divided againft himfelf. God in his
ordinary providence has taken fuch care of public judge-

thents, that the enemy ofjuﬁi'ce, his (Qecial' powet ceafes
thereabout, as appears by the witchés not being able
_either to do more harm, or efcape after God’s minifters
being to countera@® Satan’s inftruments by imprifoument,
And finally, the oddsrefs of the malefices, the concurrence
of the adminicles, and the exifteace ‘of matters ‘of fuct
:wl'qerein‘thefc confcflants (though net krowing the fame
othierwifc) do agree with ‘other uncxceptionable witneffcry
&c. do fufficiently abftru&’ their credibility. ~For s
'fa'llbood b“é'ing a crime, is ngver prefumed ; fo'a perfin
‘found true in mapy thingp, is fill prefumed to continue
fuch till the coufrary be evinced, R -
_*~As to the fecond, we have the teftimony of our fam-
ous K. J. 6th, Demon. lib. 2. C. ult. telling us, thee
it id-our law, that boys, girls,” infamous perfons, &ce
are not to be reje@ed any more in witcheraft, than fin
Buman Tefé mijefly, even though they affert others 1o
bave been prefcnt at imaginary meetings:” becaufe this
‘fuppofes their having entered into aprecontraét ; he fays
‘that Satan’s mark and the want of tears, are pregnaut
‘aids to the difcovery  He gives ‘an infance of a girl,
‘svha having named witches in her fits, they were all con-
.demned upan other concusning adminicles.  This not &
eommon authir, but a man who as curious, was exaéts
‘s prudent did not publifh fuch things without the. ap-

!
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obation of the beft .divines and lawyers; as a ;wi,n,cg_
38 to be creditgd anent the law of his own country: and -
as a king has determined any dubicty that might bave
remained in this point, as far as the law of our govern,
went will permit. . , )
© But further our judges and lawyers haye followed his
majelty : for in all the proeefles in the jowrpals. fame and
delation, and the mark, are. ftill futained, as moft pregs
pant prefumptions ; whereupon, and a vsry fmall proba-
tion befides, witches have been frequently condemned,

o jn the proceflcs againft the bewitchers of Sir George
g/[ax,wcll of Pollok, and Hamilton of Barnes, Anng
1677, focixs criminis, -though under age, is fultaingd to
be a witnefs : and witnefles are adduced before the inquef
for proving, that the mark was foynd upon fome of the
gritches., * Women apd minors have beeq received. by
multitudes of decifions cited by M¢‘Kenaie, Tit. prob.
by witnefles, and Tit. witchcraft. And he alfo cites
decifion, where 1n parallel cafes, focii criminis, and-otherg
inhabile, were admitted ; particularly in treafop and in
Jalthood.: and all lawyers conclude, that witcherpft is a3
Such an excepted crime as thefe. - . T
. As to the third, whatever inhability thefe witnefles
sight be under, it is fully made up, and they rendered
uncxceptionably habile by the chain of this whole bufinefs.
It is true one man through the concurrence of corrufive
shumoyrs, may have an infenfible mark ; aoother be en-
vioufly defamed ; a third may through fudden grief or
gmelancholy, not be able to weep, &c a fourth mgy"lé'c
Joaded with fufpicious circumftarces, fwheq,ex’traordinarfy
:things fall out 1n the country ; a fifth. may be. dépon_éf .
againft by two falfe witncflcs, though neith,r of thefe
feparately betruly witches.  But by the known obfeiva-.
tion and experience of mankind, none except witches
bave had the unhappy medley and corcouife of all or
smoft of thefe indicia, and ordinarily, amd for the greater
part, witches have them: fo that fince the rules of
Judgement ure cfRablifhed upon that gued plhrumgue fif
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_which does obtaia till an exeeption be apparent in a fpe-
" cial cafe, the conjun&ion of thefe in oue perfon does as
plainly give his charaéter, as the moft certain fymproms
of the plaineft difeafe, being univerfally concerted in all
parts of the world, points out to us that the haver of
them is a perfon truly affeed with that difeafe, whereof
he hath the copcurrent diagnoftics. In a word, one gr, .
other of thefe may concur in the insocent ; but no writ.
ers do atteft, that all of them have concentred in any
other perfon in the world but a Witch : and on the other
hand, they taking place in Witches, through all parts in
the world, muft procced from a common, and not from
a peculiar humonr or caufe.
| The fpecific aptitude, of fome of theniceft of the Zadiciq,
which appeared from the probation already led to difcover
a Witch, do ferve to clear the ground of the world’s
obfervation anent them,  Particularly the devil as aping
God, impriuts a facrament of his covenant ; befides that,
commonly this mark being given at the fisk meeting,
does by its intolerable pain force the Witch to a fecond
rendesvous for curing it, at which the poor wretch being
under this furious neceffity, fixcs the pa&tion by renewing
it with deliberation, having been diverted in the mean
time from. confidering the horridnefs of the firft engage-
ment by the pain. The inhability to fhed tears may be
chara&eriftic of bardening, though ot always in the cafe
of Chriftians; yet in thofe who have ceafed to be fuch,
Jeaft the devil giving them fuch words of feripture and
prayer as many have, it fhould he 'mpoffible to difcover
their hypocrify ; apd. that is not Satan’s own intezeft,
fince by this difcovery, occafion is given to buffoon the
profeflion of holmefs. A report often arifes without
ground, but a conftant repute that kecps footing, implics
for the moft part a furer caufe, efpecially when it is of
erfons below envy; and by perfons above calumny,
he girl falling in fits at approach of the panuels, might
roceed from aptipathy, arifing from the poifonous fteams

of the Wisch acgullomed to produce that et whismgh
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a virtue affixed thereto by the devil, by conjundtion of
natural caufes (the fame way as the invifible pettilence
docs operate) or his promife of cafting the girl in fits at
the Witch’s prefence, might have been general; whereby
the Witch was eventually befooled and difcovered as it
often falls out : for Satan cnvies even their temporal feli-
eity, and fears, left by continuing here, -they ftould be
teft out of his hands by converfion, when they come to
perccive the delufion of his promifes to make themrich, &c.
There was one thing further which was tried before
your'lorcfhips, viz. ncne of the pannels that were tried
(though moft fagacious and knowing, and perfe& in
memory, fo that it could not proceed from ignorance or
forgetfulrefs) could make out the attempt of faying the
Yord’s Prayer ; which may either be a fectet judgement
for renouncing ther firft Lord, after whom it is pecuharly
denominate, or by reftraint of their new lord, whe may
think that too fpecial an homage to his adverfary.  But
‘we have hindcred you too long with that which is not
neccffary : for this being incontrovertible law and cutom,
there needs no philofephy to fupport it ; fince legiflators
do reafon, but fubje@s muft obey : and both the fool and
‘lazy (who have ncither read nor thought enough to
underfland this fubje@) are to be left to their own chi.
‘meras; yet left they'fthould infult, we thall aifwer in their
fathion, fuch of the objeQions as the pamnels advocate
thought anywife worthy to be repeated in this place.
Whereas it is objeéted, that Delrio, fe&. 5. § 4. fays,
that focii are not to be admitted witnefles ad conuemnan-
dum, elpecially, confidering that the probation ought te
be 1uce’ meridiana clarsor. SN
It is anfwered, that the place itfelf confutes this infera
ence in the prefent cafe: for it {ays ex bis folis non off
procedendum ad condemnationem /Eio contrar ium communius
teneri &' in praxi obumere, € c. {0 it is evident, 1ft, The
gommon opmion aud cuflom is in the contrary, even
where there is no other probation, but by the partners of

of the erime,  Yet, adly, We ara aot {o fsaitencd, bus
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Kibfume in kLis very words, ex Bis folu, we do not defire
the pannels thould be condemned ; but your lordfhips fee
thefe witneflcs we are to adduee are oot /o/i or alome y
for the probation led thele la# fixteen hours, are {0 many
concomitants and difcoveres of provideace, which abftru®
and make up any defeét in their credit that can be defi-
derate. 3dly, Hence the meaning of that maxim (which
is metaphorical, as appears by the words clarior fucé
meridiana, an equal clearnefs being fufficient) is fully
anfwered, and takes place in the prefeat cafe; for the
extraordinarinefs of the cerpora delidi, pregnancy of the
adminicles and poiatednels of thé pofitive probation,
being conjoined ; there is not a cJearer proof upon record
in any natiom, than that to which it is hoped thefe will
amount, . .
~ Whereas this allegance is enforced, by pretending it
were of dangereus confequence to allow fuch witneffes to
prove meeting with the devil, fince Satan might have
reprefented others by their falfe fhapes. L
It ts anfwered, 1it, That we are not ftraitened in this,
becaufe there are many other articles proven, which could
not have been falfified. But if we give fome fcope to
reafoning, evea in this point, it is to be conlidered, that
the rules of judgement are eftablithed dpon that which for
the moft part does Rill obtain, and rules are to be follow-
ed, till an exception be proven in a particular circumftan.
tiate cafe.  But fo it is, by the experience and obfers
vation of the wifeft divines, lawyers, philofophers, phy.
ficians, ftatefmen, judges, and hiftorians, at home and
abroad (that are too wife to be impofed upon, and toa
ingenuous to deceive us, whea they all concur in the fame
matter of falt ) befide the teftimony of Witches themfelves
everywhere, makes the apparitions of Witchesto be
commonly and moftly real ; and therefore the teltimony
of the fenfes is always to be credited anent them, aye and
while it be canvelled. For fingle or few inftances of
falfe reprefentations to the femfes eiteeming them to be
true, or a poflibility of \:)p;xarances being falfe, can
. . z -
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fowife invalidate the rule eftablithed upon etperience,

. which is common, and for the moft part, whereby no
exception is to be prefumed till it be proven in a fpecial
éafe; fince a wonder does not fubvert the proof drawn
from the common courfe of nature: logic admiits not to
srguc'a particulari, or from poflibility to exiftance ; law
puts the burden of proving fimulation on the affirmer,
and that which feldom occurs, is mot confidered by thé
legiflators.

For illaftrating of which, it is further to be confidered,
that for the moft part and ordinarily, the Witches are
perfonally exiftent in the places where they appear, be-
eaufc it 1s more ealy for the priace of the air to tranfport
them in his hurricanes which he can raife, as is plain in
the inftance of Job (who was put in his power, i. e. his
natural power without delegation) forming a fence upon
their face, whereby the violence of the air may be divert-
ed from choaking them, then to form the curious mi
niature of fuch various tranfaitions on their braia: the
difficulty whereof is the greater, that all their fancies
are ‘not difpofed at all times the fame way, and they.
have not the feeds of this work, unlefs they had once
a&ed it io reality. It is both the greater crime and
pleafure to a& in truth ; which therefore the devil and
Witches do rather chufe (unlefs the place be far diftant,
or the party indifpofed) and this de _fafo is attefted td
be fo, Ky the Writers and Witches in all nitions and
sges, as faid is. . A .

adly, Notwithflanding that the role muft hold, till an .
gxception of exculpation be evinced, guoad 2 particular
perfon, by evidencing that the real appearance was in
that fpecial cale a true miftake; yet this exception is

- fufficient for fafety of the mifreprelented ; fince the fame
providence which permitted the affition, will order thé
outgate and exculpation, either by the zrial bodics not
Biding the touch, or fome othier diftin@ion, as providence
commonly allows the devil to perfonate only with a cloven
foot 3 or that the apparition was folly to one fingle wit.
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aefs, who cannot be a proof; or that the innocent ean
prove alibi ; or finally, the notour charadter of a Samuel
will purge and difpel the afperfions of Satan, contrived
of purpofe to difcredit the evidence of fenfe, by which
alonc his inftruments can be difcovered. Efpecially thig
chara&er being joined to the other circumftunces of the
providence 3 fuch as, whew geod men are difguifed they
are moftly paffive in the fcene and outwith thereof:
whereas Witches -are: perfonally:a&ive i ‘their common
life by fuch words and deeds as (in cbnjun&ion with
thefe appearances ) - confpire to make us know and dif-
tinguith them frem the truly good ; fince thefe Witches
open profanity, naughtinefs, or unveiled hypocrify, being
clcared by fame, fealed by the mmark, and confirmed by
the other difcoveries of the admiinicles that lie proven.-be-
fore you, do fill:make -2 land mark betwixt the children
of darknefsand light. Sa Delrio, lib: 5 fe@. 16. N. 5.
tells of Athanafius and St. Germanus, againtt whom pro-
bationr was -adduced for forcery, bnt providence did can-
vel it.-- It is-a famous inftanée ot Safanna, reprefented
by the elders ; which though not i the caf: of {pefire,
yet agreées in the rationat.  The reprefentation by Pha-
roah’s migicians had concomitants, by which they were
difcoveéred and confounded. But laitly, fuppofe that God,
in the depths of his wifdom (to convince the error of
nimious felf.conlid:nce) fhould permit all neceffary pro-
bation to concur againit an innocent ; yet the judge, fol-
lawing the faith of proofs eftablithed by divine and human
aws, is altogether inroxious: fince this cafe being very
rare, the evil is lefs than the eftablifhing a principle, by
which moft of all thefe mongers could not be cut off.
Ubpon the whole, it is certain, that as though oft-times
falfc witneffes fet on by the devil, have taken away a harm.
Yefs life, by accufing it of other crimes; yet the teltimony
of witnefles muft’ Rill be credited till they be redargued ;
fo thefe appearances of Witches with the other fpecialities
before expreffed,” being proven, ought to be efteemed
real, till the fallacy be .cﬁsbli{hcd. « Efpecially feeing
3 .

\
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‘there are examples in ancient and modern hiftory,” of
Satan’s reprefenting the beft of men, as committing mur.
der, buggery, &c. in cffigy. 8o Delrio, lib. 5. fett.
16. N. 5. relates, that St. Silvanus was reprefented by
the devil, as committing a common capitsl crime; and
the like of a monk; whereof there are feveral modern

rallel inftances: yet this cannot enervate the rule and

aith of public judncaturec, founded on no more but upon
the fight of the like appearances; and any argument
againft the probation in witchcraft, will equally hold
againft the probation of any other crime whatfomever ;-
wherefore the rules of them both muft be comweon, as to
believing the fenfes fortified ut fupra, till their error be
individually difcovered.

Finally, the certainty is noways diminifhed by the ex.
traordinarinefs of the appearance ta the fenfes : for in law
and natare resllty, and not ﬁmulatlon, is prefqmed, till the _
contrary be made appear, that it is attually falfe.  This

. 1s anfwer euough to thofe who place a great part of their

fmall wit in nonfenfical arguing againtt all divine author~

ity ¢ but writers farther illuftrate that the extraordinaris
vefs of a matter of fa&, does not ‘exclude its realitics
heing the fubje@ of the teftimony of witnefles in our

Saviour’s miracles, transfiguration, watking'on the waters,
ftanding in the midft of the difciples while the doors were
fhut, and arguing aflurance by their fenfes, that a fpiris
bad not ficth and bones, though indeed the furer word of
prophefy did put thefe beyond doubt.

Nor could it be alledged for the pannels (thongb tbey
bad the lait word as perhaps thcy have not, in objeGtions
agam& witneffes, fince therein rei fiumt adores by attack.
ing the witneffes prefumed bability) that it is not con.
ceiveable, how the gitl or witnefles could fee what the
bye-ftanders could not behiold :  befide the 1mpoﬁbnlny
of the real bodxes entering at clofe doors and windows,
or not intercepting the fight of what is at its back. .

For this it,would Le anfwered, 1ft, Proven falts muft
mot be denied, though philofopliers have not yet dere
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tainly reached the invifible manner of their exiftenee: fo
in nature the loadftone draws the iron, the compafs turns
always to the poles, &c. Ia Seripture the angels (and
the devil was once fuch, retaining as yet his natural pow-
ers)' {mote the Sodomites, that they could not fce the
door, though they faw the houfe. Bualaam’s afs perceived
the angel that ttood undifcovered to himfelf; and the rod
thrown down by the magicians of Egypt, was no doubt
feen by themfclves, though invifible to the bye-ftanders,
which holding of their eyes, interpreters explain to have
been done by natural means ; and yet the manner thereof
is certainly difficalt. .
However it is alfo certain, that if a poffible way can
be propofed, the reality of a proved faét is not to be
contradi®ed: and this can be done in the prefent cufe.
For, 2dly, Satan’s natural knowledge and acquired
experience; makes him perfe@ iff the optics and limning:
befides that, as a fpirit, he excels in ftrength and agility,
whereby he may ealily bewitch the eyes of of others ; to
whom he intends that his infiruments fhould not be feen
in this manner as was formerly hinted, viz. he conftrits
the pores of the witches vehicle, which intercepts a part
of the rays refle&ing from her body, he coadenfes the
interjaceat air with groffer meteors blown into it, or
otherwife does violeatly agitate it, ‘which drowns another
part-of the rays'; and laftly, he obftru&sthe optic nervce
with humours ftirred toward them ; all which joioed to-
ether, may eafily intercept the whole rays reflc@ing
%rom“thc;ferbodies, fo as to make no impreflion upon the
common fenfc; and yet at the fame time, by the refrac-
tion of the rays gliding alongft the fitted fides of the
volatile couch, wherein Satan tranfports them, and theree
by meeting -and coming to the eye, asif thére were nop
thing interjacent, the wall or chair behind the fame
bodies may be feen ; as a piece of money lying out of
fight in a cup becomes vifible, how foon the medium is
altered by pouring in fome water on it. Several of your
aumber do know, that the girl declarcd, that the' faw

v
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#nd heard the doors and windows open at the witchey
entry, when, no doubt, -the devil had precondenfed a
foft poflage on the eyes and ears of others, to whom that
wwas unperceived.

So Apolonius efcaped Domitian’s fiight ; and- Giges
became invifible bv his magical ring.  John of Sarifberrie .

" tells us of a Witch, that could make any 'thing mot to bes
feen: and Mcjerus relates another that had the like
power. Some ltalian Witches of greater than ordinary
wit, confefled to Grilandus, the devit opening doors and
windous for them, though the more ignorant, by a
facinatien, think themfelves aGors of this. Whence it
ought not to he doubted by any reafonable man, what in
all times and places is fo inconteflit-le fat.

Finally, the panncls could not infi, that thefe conma
feflants are to depone only on their imagination, which
can prove no more againft themfelves or-others than s
dream. e :

" For ftill it is ta be minded, that there are other proofe
to which this is only nec-flary as a confonant adminicle.
But forther. Arg caufa 1t is anfwered, that the allegi-
ance is a m.ftake ; fecing they are plain matters of fa&
obvious not only to one, but feveral of their: fenfes, viz.
fome of them went the greatelt part of the way to thefe
meetings on foeot; they there faw and touched their
tonfederates; they heard their combinations to- -deftroy,
and torture the infants, girl, and minifters: they returned
on foot again, and even when they. were carried fore
or back, they knew on the next day that it was no dream;
the {ame way as all other morta’s difcover the difference.
But moreover, this is adminiculate by-fome real effc&s of
& perfonal prefence, :as you have feen'in the probation:
and yet it is fuither cleared by the journal of Bargarran’s
daughter’s fufferings; which -was "attefted before the
former commiffioners, and is notour in the country, par-
ticularly, the glafs of fack and orange pill, the pieces
of the clouted fleeves, the words exprefled-by. the keeper

- on the fydden murder.ef the child; - which are conftantly
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told by fome of the confeffants; as alfo thé houfe befug
meally that night; the girl, though hoodwinked, her
falling in fits at their approach, &c. 2nd others which
fhall be pointed at to the aflize, conjoined together, can
be afcribed to no nther caufe than thé real exiftence of
. the Wittches perfons in the place ; unlefs it be faid, that
Satan might pofiibly have foilted and fuborned all thefey
dod therce it be conoluded, that the devil did a&ually fo,
in which cafe the objettors are the perfons that bottom
their opinion on imagination, without any pofitive ground
of the reality of what they fancy; yea. againtt pofitive
grounds of belief in the contrary, which arguing from
poffibility to exiftance, is already fufficiently exploded.
Whereas for fuftaining the ohjetion, it is likewile al«
ledged, that the confeflants having been in the devil’s
fervice, and renounced Chrift, they arc mot capable of
the religion of an oath,
tft, In the rules-of charity, &c. the confeflantsy
though once Witches, yet now they, at leaft the majority
of them, have ceafed to be fuch, having had the ufe of
mcans by the minifers and word, and aQually declared
their repentance, and the devil ceafing te moleft them
particularly Elisabeth Anderfon was only carried alongft
violently by her father, and ftood out to the lakt againft
_her tenouncing of her baptifm, ot confenting to thefe
crimues which were contrived ia their' meetings. Janct
arid Mirgaret Rodgers do teftify a gfeat remorfe, and
avowed the fame laft Sabbath, in the face of the congres
ation. - So thofe threc are fufficient, whatfoeverit might
ge faid againit the other two, efpecially if we join the
imprebability either of hazarding thrit owh lives, or the
devil’s fending them out againft the pannels, of their
deftxoying their own celations; as was remarked-before, -
But, 2dly, Whether they remain Witches or not, it
is certain, by reafon and experience, that the devil’s pe-
_ culiar influence ceafeth in and about judgerent : by the
~ dommoh courfe of providence ; and therefore the authors
before cited admit Witches whether peniteut or not.
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-~ 4dly, All the defe@s of their hability is fupptied, aud
the entirenefs thercof compleated, by their tefimonies
being fo wonderful adminiculate ; particularly the confefe
- fants are conftant from the firit difcovery ; uniform in.fo
various circumftances, not only with themfelves, but with
the girl : they declare nothing but what is probable, moft
of the panncls have been reputed Witches, all of them
haviog the mark ; and one or other of them, (to whom
the affociates delighted in milchief, never mifled to join)
having had particular irritation to take revenge by the
torture and deaths libelled: befides the other adminicles
of guilt already proven before you. The confeflants were
threatened to retradt by the pamnels themfelves and their
friends ; befides the bad ufage from others ia the country.
They concur with the maleficiat’s teltimony, and amongft
themlclves, even w  n interrogate fingly ; and upon new
things, as feveral of your nurber have tried the experi-
meant : the reiteration of the a&s which they declare anent
fome perfons whom they never {aw except in thefe con-
grelfes; yet whom they know now on the firit fight, is
unaecountable if they were fallaries.  Anpd that they are
not fuch, is further abltruéted by fome of the pannels
being delated by a contefling Witch in anno 1687.  And
you know that others delated by thefe confeflants were
lately brought in guilty by the verdi@ of a former inqucft,
&¢. which are fo many jojnt proofs of thefe witnefles in.,
tegrity, and makes a chain of evidence and moral demon-
ftration, both againft errar in themfelves, and delufion in‘
rclation to others, &ec- .. )
There were fome things obje&ed out of the law of

Scotland, of which 1 fhall give you fome touch.

. ‘Whereas it was alledged, that irretiti criminibus capia
talibus, and fo under the purfuers power, cannot be ad-
mitted to be witnefles ;_conform to a fatute in Regiam
Majefatem. ' ) )

To this it was anfwered, that we nced not fay, that
thefe ftatutes have ot the force of law; except in [o far
as they are reccived by cultom, unlefs conform therete,
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A laik cannot witnefs againft a clerk, or e contre, &e.
Nor need we make ufe of that which is tbvious, viz. that
thefe itatutes are only common rules in ordinary crimes,
fuch as witcheraft, &c. Nam vmnu_1egula fubverdi potefly
and particularly this rule is aQually fo reftrited in the
cafe of witcheraft, by the opinion of lawyersand cuftoms
beforc-mentioned, which are the beft interpreters of laws;
for if this application fhou'd hold, focius crimmus could
ncver be admitted; but we pofitively deny, that thofe
confeflants are undey our power or influence; ficing

" Elfabeth Ander on is not guilty of witcheraft for any

~ thing that does appear; the Lindlays were never indited
for it ; and the dict was deferted againft the Rodgers;
as the whole commiffion is to expire agais#t the firtt of
June. betwixt and which time, they are to proceed no
further thanp this particular trial.  So that this olje&ion
van:fhes to {muke. : .

Whercas it is pretended, that the Rodgers cannot be
received, becaufe not given out in the litt of witnefT:s,
conform to the regulation, wherehy the paunels might
have proven their objettions by theiwr exculpation.

It was anfwered, 1, This obj-&ion ought to be
repelled, becaufe, behdes that the a@t fpeaks enly of cris
minal libels, and aot indi@ments, which with the lit of
the witneffes may be given ia far fhorter time than the
additional litt has been given to the pannels, being prifons
ers ; this a@ is interpreted by the common cufiom of the
jultice court; of giving additional lilts after the firtt,
upen fhorter time than this has been given ; as is par-
ticularly attefted by James Gutherie, macer, who has
givea them, dnd who being a perfon in office, his tefti-
mony is to be credited in what relates to his cffice; fo
that the old cullom cenfirmed by a decifion, Auguft 3d
1661, where Alexander Forrefter was cited apud afla
againtt a Witch, continues guoad this po:nt, as is related’
by M‘Kenzie page 529.  But, 24ly, Any objetion
that the pannels pretend againft thefe witifles, is im
‘fure, of may inftantly appear. - 3dly, The cale is alios
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gether cxtraordisary and circumftantiate ; for the wite
neffes had not confeflcd; and fo were not exiftent
nnder that redublication when the principal it was given
out ; whereby the a& of parliament can only be under-
ftood of witnceffes that were then exiltent.  And finally,

the pannels got a general’warrant of cxculpation for citing'

of any witnefles they pleafed, and they have had fevera
days fince they got this additional Liff, fo that they
might have cited witnefles to prove their objeétions,

were it not, the truth is they have none befides thefe '

that are common, and before anfwered. v

Thus I have given you hints that your own reafon-
ing (which I know to be refined) may improve and
#pply, fo asto diffolye the quibbles which the petty wits,
who have not foul enough of themfclves to penetrate
ihto the true light of what is recondite, may raife
igainﬁn't;' it being their common talent cither to fkip
over the furface of mines, or otherwife to tear afunder
fome appurtenances of a cheme, and then prefently pro-
sounce it mortally maimed. - )

" 1 muft confefs, that none could be more fceptical anent
the truth of fuch odd things as I have heard ; nor inqui»
fitive for convafing the reality and explications of them;
than ] was betore my attendances on Bargarran’s houle,
angd the {everal diets of court, and my converfation with
fome of thofe concerngd thereanent. But now, after
all 1 have feen, reatoned, and heard, Idpacknowledge
my{elf entirely captivate by the diQates of natyral under-
ftanding and’ common fenfe, into a found mind and per-
fuafion, that, as thcre is fuch a thing as witcheraft, {o it
wag emicent in its forementioned effc®; and the feven
pannels were fome of the Witches. o

. I'have troubled you little with my proper obferyations;
yet left you fhould think me either too lazy or peevith, I
fhall make one, and it s, that I do not think the, 'grea'te:
part of the condemned prifoners will eyer fully confefs ;
of which conjc&ure I have two_chief grounds, viz,
tblt_thcy are gcxfh:r ggnq;_a;;t , pql! mshm}lobc ; ,b“;
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“om the ecitmy fout of them wontd fecn te hve Deen -

| once enlightened before they fell away, {fo that, if this be
a fin_usto death, ‘ there s no sppearance that they wﬂl
glonify Ged by acknowledgement. | .

Several of them are of fingular knowkdgc. and acute-
nefs beyond the ¢ommon level of their ftation : particu-
Tarly, Margaret Lang did make harangues in her own

" defence, which neither divind nor' lawyer. could reann-
ably mend:: yet I thought that when they {poke in a
‘matter of any concern, their eyes ftood fquint and fixed,

as if they had been turning their cars and atteative to a

: dn&ator. ' Their anfwerg to the the trying interrogatories
put to them, were furprifingly fubtile .afd- cautious ;
though indeed, by the induftry af fome of the judgesand
’lawycn. ‘they were at oecafions involved in lies, prevari-
.cations, and contradi&ions; which might have proceeded
-either from natural or preternatural. caufes. . Some of
‘them were cfteemed in. the country very fagacious and
exa® in their bufinefs; Margaret Lang baving been a
midwife, and one of the Lindfays having acquired a con-
fiderable fortune-by kis tillage and trade; yet it was
moticed, fomething odd cither of iniquity or affeQation ;
-and Lmdfay did finely get off from the fheriff when he
‘was formerly accufed in 1687,

Meclancholiaiis ate ‘lovers' of folmxdt; Witches of fo.
cicty and feafts ; thofe are commonly pale and heavy ;
many of thefe corpuleit and voluptuous. Witches are
hard to confefs as knowing. their guilt; melanchalians
delight to difcover their: horridcfl damps, becaufe they
think them no erime 7 ‘tlie.one’s confcflions everywhere
are uniform ; the other’s phantafms are ad various as.their
humours. Finally, Witches teach their trade; whereas
conceits would dic with them, and could be no more con-
veyed than the humour which is the fpccific caufe thereof,

* As thefe diftinguithing chara&ers do hold in geperal ; fo
it is already manifeft, that the real <ffc&s in feveral paf.
fages of Bargarran’s daughter, were not bly pro-
ducible by any imagination ;: humour ; and * 7= “eci

»



-in this cafe, that neither the pannels nor confeffants were
sdiftempéred by beéing kept from fleep, tortured, or,the
fike,! which were ‘teo ufual in former times 3 but all the
!'sweafures were @rily obferved, that arc the requifites.of
a truly impartial judgement. . ,
-" ‘Indeed not to hawe fent unte you the doubles of the
-t dépofitions themfelwes; beeaufe it is not denied that the
¢ depofitions are fuch as they arc reprefented in the plead-
- ings; the chief queftion being anent the hability of the
< luft deponents. Neithér was you to expet the defender’s
- part of the debate, feparately by itfelf, in refpe@ that
= cwhat was difperfed: here and there for them, is faitbfully
i Ngnted and implied in what you have, as to thofe points
: Ywhich I.thought warthy the natice. Ny
* > Upon the :whole, I do belicve, that there is fcarcely a
" -i's more rare providence of this nature in any true hiftory;
© --» more exaét caution.ia any enquiry or trial of this kipd ;
» & more clearprobation, without confeflion of the panpels
~themfelves, or a more juft fentence, putting together all
“ -cycumftances upon record. . . .

- - . APPENDIX No. C. o
X \

! Au aceount of the Conffion and Death of John Reid,
Smith in Inchinnan, wha made a difcovery conform
" to the former witnefles after the trial was over.
“t : Upon the 20t of May. 1699, -after the trial of the
feven Wikches, -there iis an dtteftation fubfcribed by Mr.
*7- Patrick iSimpfon, minifter at:Redofrew, Walter Scott, bailie
= 'there, &e¢. -of this import, John Reid, fmith in lachinean,
**2 prifoner, -did in prefencei of the faid perfons and fome
v°- . othaeg, declare, that about a year ago the devil (whom
v he'k to ‘be fuch thereafter) appeared to him when he
‘0% weas-travilling -in the night-time,.. but fpoke none to him
1 ut the firft.encounter. . At the fecond appearance he gave
1+ him @ bie or nip in-his loin, . which he found painful for
(’ & fortmight.+ That the third tinie he appeared to.bim a8

vﬂ
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RS .
_a black man, &e. defired him to engage in his ferrice
upon affurance of getting gear and ort in the world 4
fince he fhould not want any thing that be would afk in
“the devil’s name : and then he renounced his. baptifm,

putting the one hand to the crewn of his head, - and the
other to the fole of his foot, thereby giving himfelf up to
‘Satan’s fervice, after which the paia of the bitc.or nip
ceafed. He told that hitherto there were no others pre.
fent ; but thereafter he was at feveral meetings, particu-
larly that in Bargarran’s yard, about the time when there
was a falt for Chriftian Shaw ; wherg the devil appeared
in thefame kiad of garb as hefirft appearedtohim, and they
“confulted Chriftian’s death, either by worrying or drown.
ing her in the well; and the devil faid, he fhould warrant
,them, that they fhould necither be heard, feen, nor con.
. fefs ; to which end hé gave cvery one of them a bit of
" fleth, that the declarant got, but let it fall and did nos
eat it. Thercafter in the prefence of the haird of Jordan-
hill, the minifter, Mr. Andrew Cochras, town.clerk, and
bailic Paterfon, he owned his former confeflions: and
being enquired of Jordanhill how they were advertifed of
their meetings, he faid that ordinarily at their mectings
the time of the next was appointed ; but. for particulay
warning there appeared a black dog with a chain aboug
_ his neck, who tinkling it, they were to follow, &c.
And being enquired by the minifter, if he did now wholly
_ renounce the devil (for he had formerly told how Satag
had not performed his promife} and give himfelf to Jefus
Chrift, and defire to find mercy of God through bim:
" he affented thereunto. It is to be obferved that John
Reid, after his confeflion, had called out of the prifoa
winddw, defiring bailie Scott to keep that old body Angus
. Forrefter, who had been his fellow prifoner; clofe and
. fecure ; whereupon the company afked Johms when they
were leaving him, on Friday’s night the 21t of May, .
* whether he defired company, or would be afraid alone, b
faid he had no fear of any thing. So being left till Satar-
day’s forenoon, he was ou;d in this pofture, viz. fitting
N ’ N
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upen a ftool, which was on the hearth of the chimney,
Wwith his feet on the floor and his body fraight vpward,
Ms thoulders totiching the lintel of the chimney, but his
neck tied with his own neckeloth (whereof the kuet was
behind)- te a fmall ftick thruft into a clift above the lintel
_of the thimney ; upon which the company, efpecially
Johe Campbell, & furgeon, who was called, ghough at
firft in’ refpe@ of his being in an érdinary pofture of fit-
ting, and the neckcloth not having any run loup, but
an ordimary knot, which was not very firait, and the ftick
not " having “the firength to bear the weight of his body
or the flruggle, thag he had nat been quite dead; but
finding it otherwife, and that he was in fuch a fituation,
that -he could not have been the a&or thercof himfelf,
eoncluded that fome extraordinary caufe bad done it,
efpecially, confidering that the door of the room was
fecured, and that there was a board fet ever the window,
which was not there the night before whea they left him,
N APPENDIX No. D.
- -1 am much obliged 'to John Stewart, near Neilton, for
favouring me with the curious old masufcript volume,
from which the following Sermon is extra&ted. 1 under-
fand that this curious old manufcript volume came inte
Mr. Stewart’s poffeffion from his forefathers’. This book
Wwas originally the property of A. Mathie, who probably
was a Student in the Univerfity 6f Glalgow between the
years 1707 and 1709, for thefe dates are written on it.
In this Sermon, befides fuch ancieat orthegraphy, as,
dne for an and one;, doo for do, hes for bas, bitf for
bighefl, &c. a great number of contraétions alfo occur, as
. % for Fefus Chriff, gch. and ewc. for which, gqm.
or whem, gn. for when, go. for who, gr tor wbhere,
i, for ewith, ys. for the, ym. for them, yn for then
and than, yri for their and there, gs. for this, yec. fox
thefe, and yt. for thet. :
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, ‘A ,8SERMON, = \
Preached by Mr. David Brown®, at Paifley; on Wedneh
v day the gth of June 1697 years, being the day

before the execution of feveral perfons condemned
for witcheraft.,
b4

t. Timothy i. Chap. 16. v. Howkrit, for this canfp
4 obtained mercy, that in me firff Tefus Chrift might fbei
Jorth all long fuffiring, for a pastern to them that fbould
bereafier beiieve in him to life everiafling. :

MaN by nature, fince the fall, isa guilty creature, and
being guilty is'ready to be jealous of God, as if all his
defigns were defigns of vrath againft him ; yea, oftentimes
{: fufpicious is man of God, that he is jealous of the
rdacfs of his defign in that which-is one of the greateft
_1nfances of his love in the world, and that is in fendin
his Son Jefus Chrift into the world to fave finners. Ta
obviate this, the Apotile tells us, john iti. 17. God /éh'f
not bis Som to condemn the aworld, but that the <oorld
might be faved through bim. Even Luther himfclf, as is
reported of him, was fo fufpicious of God this way,
miftaking that place of Scripture, Rom. iii. z§, 26.
Wbom God bath fet forth to be a propitiation, and through
Jaith in bis blood to declare bis righteoufnefs, he underftood
it as if the words; 16 declare bis righteoufnefs, had been
that God fent forth his Son to the world, to f:t forth his
judgements upon the world: [ fay, fometimes man comes
fo great a length in this, that he thinks it impoffible God
can find in his heart to forgive, aiid therefore the Apoftle
fhews, in oppolfition to this, that Chrift had put him in
the miniftry, in the 12th verfe, and that notwithftanding
of the bad life he had lived before his converfion, in the
agth verfe, and that the gruce of our Lord was exceed-

L .
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® It is'probable that this Minifter was the David Brown who was -
Minifter of Neilton becween 1689 and 1693, and wis aftef~
wards tranflated to another Parifh, ‘and who was an cider brother
of Thomas Brown, Mr. Blackweli's colleaguc at Paifley.
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ing abundant, in the t4th. verfe, which was the matten
of his joy and rejoicing, 15th verfe. ~ And here he givea
siccount why God was pleafed to call and juftify him, and
that is, that he might fet him forth as an inftance of the
glory of God, and be an encouragement to others, whd
were great finners, to believg in Chrift to life everlaftingi
. In the words ye have two things confiderable. (1.}
The great mercy conferred upon.this Apoftle Paul, in
this exoreflion, Howbeit, I oltained merey ; and no doubt
ke fpeaks here of pardoning mercy; for mercy fuppofes
milery on the finner’s part, aad free favour on God’s part,
and here it fuppolcs feufe of the one and the other too is
Paul’s cafe. .
(2.) Ye have the reafon of this difpenfation of mercy
in thefe words, that in me firf Fefus Chrift might foew
Jorth all long-fuffering, for a patiern to them that fbould
hereafier believe on bim to life everlaffing ; in which jm
have three things. Firft, the author of this pardoniag
fmcrcy, Fefus Chriff. Second, the end for which he eb-
" itained mercy, and that is, that in me be might fhew forth
all long-fuffering for a pattern. Third, the end for whom,
and that is, for a pattern to them that fhould bereafier
believe on him to life everlsfling. :
I retura to the firft of thefe. The author of this par-
doning mercy Fefus Chriff. Ye know Jefus Chrift is not
enly the meritorious caufe of pardoniag mercy, but the
author alfo of eternal falvation to as many as believe on
him. John xvii 2. that be fbonld give everlafling fife,
- by his death, t0 as many as thox bas given him : fo that
he hath promifed everlafting life by his death ;’ yet he
hath alfo power to give everlafling life, and to forgive
£in, C
Again, fecondly, ye have the end for which he ob-
tained mercy ; that in me firff be might [bew forth all
long, fuffering Sor a pattern, where ye Rave titree: things.
.1. That he might fhew forth all long-fuffering. = 2. That
.he might fhew it forth for a pattern.. .3, That he might
Shew itferth in me firR.  Firit, That he might thew forth

-
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eftfoug fulf:ring, ye have three things. 1. That he mighe
fhew forth, that is,” that he might make manifeft;~ Thery'
dre fom: forereign fteps of his grace and mercy hid, and
out of the common obfervation of men, and therefore hé
fays that he might thew forth all long-{uffering, 3. Tha
lic might fhew forth long-fuffering, that is, that he might
fhew forth paticnce to me that had finned fo long §.
That he might fh= forth all long-fuffering, thatis, that
he mizht f:w forth patience to me, in a great and emi.
acnt degree ; & patience beciming, and like unto God.:
* '3. Ye have in this part of the verfe, * That he might
fhew it fo-th for a pattern,” that is, for a copy, that
others might take me for an example of God’s patience,
that thev might take me for a copy to encourage them
that will believe on Chrilt to Lfe everlaiting
Again, that in me firft, thatis, in me the chief of
‘finners, as inthe 13th verfe, or me, that i» among the
firkt rank of finners; or, in me firl, that is, that having
put me into the miniftry, he might make of me a fpecinl
inftance of grace, who was a grofs finner ; therefore he
piiched on fuch an one as me tofend ameng the Gentilos
‘who were grols finners.
Again, ye have the end for whom the Apoftle wae
‘made an inftance of grace, and that is, for them rhat

" fhould bereafier believe on Chrift io life everlafling ; where
‘ye have fomething implied, and fomething exprefled.

- “That which is implied is in thefe two things. (. Thas
“there are fome who fhall believe, that do not' yet bekieve

-"on Chrift Jcfus. 2. That everlafting life is attainable by
‘them that believe on him 'L hat which is expreflcd is,

“that the reafon of making him an inftance of grace, was
to be a pattern for the encouragement of great fiancrs.vo
‘belicve on Chrift Jefus to life everlatting. -

“*  The obfervation | make on the verfe, That God .is
“pleafed to give fome rare inftances of his mercy, for the
. encouragement of the worft of finners to believe on Chrift
Jefus to obtain life everlafting. This ye fec exhaufls the

' {ubttance of this verfe, that the Lord is pleafcd te give
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fome rave -iaftanehs of his grace and fuperabundant
mercy for. the encoursgement of the worft of finners to,
believe in Chrit Jefus to obtain life everlating. I
<lering of  this' doctrime, I would, 1. Give you fomg"
inftances of the great riches of his grace. 2 What way
thefe inflances of grace may bave influence upon.the

reateft of finners to believe on Jeflus Chrift to life ever.
fting 3 1 would fhew .you why God is pleafed tq
give fuch wftancen of grace for the encouragement of the
ateft of finners to believe on Jefus Chrift to life evers
ﬂ.ing. 4 1 woild fhew you what it is to believe on
Chritt Jefus, which thefe inftances of grace calls finnerg
te dp in oider to obtain life everlafting. §. What evers,
lafting life is; which is the confequent of believing o
Jefus Chrite. .. . . . B
-." Nowy for the itk of thefe, To fhew. you fome ins
flances of the great riches of his grace, I fhall begin
with the fame Apoftle, and lead you to one place where
be gives a foll account of himfclf, A&s xxvi. 1c, 11,
in which yc have feven or eight fad aggravations of his
own cafe. There he tells you, that he gave his voice
againft them that were pat to death; that he compelled
‘the faints to blafpheme ; that he perfecuted them tp’
Brdoge citics; and that he had authority from the highe
prieft againit them; and that he perfecuted them in &
:conftant track, and yet he obtained mercy, becaufe he
-did it ignorantly ; but. all that this will fav, is, that
therefore his fin was pardonable, becaufe he had not fin._
ned wilfully agaioft the knowledge ot the truth; but
certainly this made him a great inflance of the grace.
.of God, that yet he obtained mercy. - '
2. Another inflance you have in A8s xix. 18, i’.'
Ye fce-there that many of them that believed came and
»confefled their deeds, and many of thefe were fuch as
wfed curious arts, devilith magical arts, aud yet the grace
- of Gaod brake in upon.them. There is a great inflance of.
.the grace of God, - :

-
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-§. Another inflance you h:ve Luke vii. 37. where
you {ee a womdn who was a finner comes to Chrift. -Neow:
a finner in the New Teftament fenle is a grievous finner, |
a vile firumpet and whore, and yet Chrilt himfelf tells ug,,
ber fins which dre many are forgives ber.. Becaufe fhe |
ldved much, the Lord forgave her. 4. Ye have'the .
inftance of Manaffch, which is very fuitable to the cafe,
of thefe | am now: fpeaking to® 2. Chron. xxxiii. 2.
Where ye find he did evil in the fight of the.Lord, like.
the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord caft,
out before the children of Ifracl.  Ye will find he: buile
high places, made groves, and fet up altars in the houfe”
of the'Lord, and caufed his children to pafs through the,
fire to Moloch and ufed inchantments, and confulted.
with them that had familiar {pirits, amd yet behold am
inftance of ‘the fovereign grace of God, -that he that,
made Ifrael to fin above the abomination of the heathen,’
that he' greatly humbled himfelf, and the Lord pardoned:
him, and was intreated of him. Here is a great inftance: -

-of the grace of God, which is a great encouragement,
for all fuck fibners to clofe with Chrift in order te life
everlafting. 1 might give. you more infkances, as the
inftance of the prodigal, and thefe, 5 Corinth. vi. 10,
where the Apottle, {peaking of thefe that fhall not inherit
the kingdom of God, Idolaters, Fornicators, Adulterers,
Drunkarde, %c. fays he, and fuch were fome of you, but

e are wafhed, but ye are fan&ified, but ye are juftified
in the name of the Lord Jefus. One inftance more, A&c
ii. 36, 37. the Apoftle Peter fays, He whom ye erucificd
if both Lord and Chri ; as if he had faid, ye are the

folks that have crucified the Son of God, and yet thera
came a work of grace on their hearts, that made them cry
out, Men and brethres, what fball we do to be faved ?
If ever Chrift would have ftood upoa it and not forgives,

- * It is evident from this, and other p'aces of this Scrmon, that tha
feven perfons condemned fur witohoraft, were g:ufcnt daring
Mr, Brown‘s difcourfe. o . .

by
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it would have been fuch as were guilty of fuch an atrocious-
crime, and'yet behold the riches of the grace of God, in -
that they obtained mercy; cettainly this is a great inftance -
now, I tell you, ‘the Lord hath fet up fuch inftances, for .
the encouragement of the worft of finhers 'to believe on
Chirift to life everlating. '

“‘In the fecoud place, 1 come to fhew you, what way
thefe inftances of grace ought to have influence npon great
finners to encourage them to believe on Chrift to life:
everlafting: :

And, firft, from thefe inftances ye may draw this con-
clufion, that fure it is not from any:inherent worth that
God pardons, which may have influente on you to believe.:
If it had been intrinfic worth, would he ever have for-
given them that crucified him ? would he ever have for.:

iven Paul or Manaffeh ? what excellency or worth was.
in them ? fhould we not therefore reafon thus with oure-
fclves, “ Thon that forgives, becaufe thou will forgive,:
wilt thou not have pity upon ue 2" ’ S

Second, ye may from thefe inftances draw this con.;
clufion, that he hath no reafon out of himfelf to forgive,.
atid this is a great foundation to clofe with Chrift; there.
is-no worth in ue, therefore all the goodnefs muft be in
himfelf. He hath mercy, becaufe hé will have meroy ;:
he fheweth compaffion, becaufe he will thew compaffion, ,
and if it had not -been fomething in his own'bofom, none
had evér-obtained mercy. o , - :
‘A third conclufion is, that fure there is'not ground to
think, that God cannot find ‘in his heart to forgive.:
For Chritt fays, Mat. xii. 31. Al masser of fin and
blafphemy fball be firgiven to you. No_fin is unipatdonable,
except the fin againft the Holy. Ghoft. 1 cannot deter«
mine whether any of you be guilty of the fin againf tleq
Holy Ghoft, but except it be that, all manner of fin
may be forgiven, and this may have iafluence on us
‘to make us hafte into Jefus Chrilt. ‘

A fourth conclufion is, that the Lord here aQe ag
God; he acts like himfelf. When ye read fuch inflances
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of grace as 1 have been naming to you, youo may draw

- this conclufion, "that he a&y like himfelf, Ifaish xliii. 24

Thou baft bought me no feweet cane with money, scit

- baft thou filled me with. the fat of thy facrifices, but ¢

baft made me to ferve with by fins g thou baff wearied
meﬁwilb thine iniquitier.  F ara, bffw Hotq;ﬁf yut:;’
tranfgrefions for mine ewn fake, and will npt '-T.&,r

and as he

. thy fin. I am, fays be; like myfelf; I am he, 2
- fays clfewhere, befide me there i none.” So much jor

-

the fecond thing. .
In the third place, I thal] fhew yon why the Lord

_is pleafed to give fuch inflances of grace, for the

. entouragement of the greatelt of Soners to believe in
- Chrift to life evetlafting.  And the firft reafon is, becapfe

reat.finners have oftentimes 3 {ecret defpair, and Satan

¢ s ready to fuggeft that prayers, exhartations, and meane

are needle(s, and that now their cafc is paft cure and
remedy, and this is ready to ogcafion either defperation

- or obduration, that they think God cannot find in “his

heart to forgive them. ) .
" 8econd, becaufe thaugh there be not a fecret defpair,

© gyet at leaft there is fome extraordinary jealoufy, and kind

‘of fufpicion, and likening God to themfelves, thinking

‘they could never forgive others, if others had done to
‘them, what they have done to God, aad that therefore
God will not forgive them. But let fuch confider,

John vi. 37. He that cometh to me I will in nowife
“eaff out; and this is very fignificant with refpe& to_ the
"doubt of poor finners, and the doubt lies here, if I would

come he would fhut the door upon me, No, fays he, him
that cometh I will in nowife calt out; thatis, [ will .
receive him, I will open the door and let him in and
make him welcome. o
Third, the Lord gives fuch inftances of his grace
for the encouragement of great finaers to believe on Chrift
‘to life everlafting, becaufe that oftentimes when fe:‘l'c of
fin, and fear of wrath lights upon the confcience, and
when there is a fight of the holinels and jultice of God,

> -
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‘rﬁey sre mnmhnri!y damped, and' ﬂm dcﬂvb fdp b
"hpon them that ‘it vendérs them incapable foi any. dutgy “e
"‘and therefore the Lord has fet out fuch inflances of bis

. ,grace, and the-Apofile Paul fays exprefily, God hath fev  Ht
‘'me up as a pattern to them that fheuld hereafter beliove %
“ou Chrift to life everlafting.: God has fet mevp aad u
* monument of grace, that to whomfoever the found of
*"this gofpel comes, after me never one needs to difpaify, =
for God hath fhewed mercy to me, -and hasfet me ap i
u * be:con of micrcy, that never one nceds queftion
ood will to pardon them after myfelf. i

t he fourth' place, I come to fhew you what this

i behcvmg in Chrift is, which thefe inftances of grace do &,
' tncourage great finners to; and there: are four things f8
" this believing. 1. Knoewledge. 2. Aflent to the truth iy
“of the gofpel. "'3. Confent to take Chrift Jefus. - And, A,

* 4. Recumbency and refting upon him. thy
‘L 1 fay knowledge. Aad though knewledge be @mc, W
yet. it may be without faith, but there can be no faith
without knowledge, and fometimes faith is expreffed by ;.
knowledge. John xvii. 3. /¢ is life etermal to know \y
thee, the only troé God and Jefus. Chrift swhom thoii Mj I

‘ fewt. This believing {uppofes the knowlédge of a man's' 1y,
"“felf, the knowledge of his fin, the knowledge of Jefus ng;‘,
. Chrift in his naturcs and offices. T'ake heed to this,; for
T tell you what it fuppofeth, that ye may not think it
‘the eaficft thing in the world to believe. For the Apoﬁle tlin;
tells us that no lefs is requifite to it, than the mighty :
ower that raifed Chrift from the dead. The finner muit
Enow the abominablenefs of his own heart, know his
‘loft ftate and condition, know how matters ftand be.
twixt God and him, he muft know thefe-peculiar evils
to which he is fubjc&, he muft know Chrift Jefus in-his
fulnefs, in his willingncfs to fave finners, he mutt know
him in what he hath done for finners, he muft know
* him in his excellency, in his anfwerablenels o him and ]L

gl the waots he can be tiyfled with,

11, Again, in this faith there is an affent to the umh x‘



- S

_ = W =

A

i
fxbe gofpel, and neither is this faving s far there mg

an affent where theve is not grace. The devils, it is
dieve and tremble, and this is a great evidence of ma
olk’s” Rupidity then, that they have lefs faith than the
flevils themfelves have 3 but there muft be an affent to the
$ruths of the gofpel, becaufe of the authority of Geod in-
ferpoled.  Thus a man muft believe the Bible and the
Jecords God hath given of his Son, and that thefe things
rﬂl,i:t he picfes arc ablolutely neceffary in point of obe.
née. | - C S
. HI. Again, there is & confent, and this is the heart of
‘Ahis faith.” A man muft be content to take Jefus Chritt,
lfaial’ xliv. 5. Cue fBall fay, / am the Lord's, and anether
ool fubfcribe with bis hand 1o the Lord, qnd furname bime

JHf by the name of Ifracl.  And in that confent, chere is

this, to take him. for our portion, that we fhall not place
our happinefs in the world, that Chiift fhall get our
rts, that we fhall take his law for Qur rule, and

-cofent to the fri@nefs of holinefs, and that he fhall rule

our life and converfation, .In a word, to take Chrift for
All, aud to take all Chrift, and to take him for ever ; and

*to make an everlafling covenant with him never to be for-

~ﬁ:tén; thig ig, indeed, the nature of faith, and ye thag-

egivea your confent to be the devil’s, muft be no morg
his, but ‘copfent to be Chrift’s. .~
~ IV. In this believing, there js alfo a recumbency and
refting upon him : the man, when he hath declared his

- confent to take Chiift, when he hath confidered the «ffers

of the gofpel, he is content with the whole device, and

+ tefts there, und there he-cafts all his burden; now he ap-

fwers all his - challenges in Jufus Chiifl, now he flics
from his own rightecufiefs, and vefls in the righteoufnefe
of Chrift by faith, he renounceth his own righteoufnefs,

- and therefore the Plalmitt fuys, Enter not inre judgmens
© with- thy feyvant, fo- in thy fight no Afb can be jullified.
¢ Vhus, 1 have told you what this believing takes in, the

confequent of which is life everlafling. . | might confides

«- 1 ad oppofcd to 'c_,tgtia;ludea:tl‘!i and as it includes the highe
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e} happinefs, and the eternity of it. !_'v’er!aﬂgpg ﬁfc'js}
freedom from the wrath te come. Ye will iever be able tg
dwell with everlafting fire avd devouring burnings, and
Tecing ye may have Cin& and his fulnefs, will ye, to pleafé
the devil, forego your inheritance. What will you be abl
to fay, when you are brought before the tribunal, ere tl:g
‘general .judgment come, if you retufe to take dhrj,&"'f
your pattern, and believe on him to life eveslatting """ ™
“ But [ come to one ufe of this doctrine. If it be fo, {ha
she Lord hath heen pleafed to %igc fuch inflances ol
grace, for the encouragement of the worft' of finners to
clofe with Chiift, in order fo life cverlaftig, ‘then joa
may fee that inflances of grace are not given you to ¢u-
gourage you in fin, it is, that it may.bea pattern to them:
thit believe. The reafon is riot, that ye-fhould continu¢
bard and 'fecure; and delay your cb’nfcgiénl.bqt that yom
may believe; for I affure you, the riches of the grage of
God has no tendency at all to make folk fccure, if 'you
eonfider thefe three things: 1. That it is the fwecteft
‘cord in the world to draw folk from fin. Somelbair'c:fl’xé,h
undaunted fpirits, that nothing but the greateft revelas
Yion of wrath can have influénce upon them; but, if ihe}g
be any true.generofity in a foul, there is ‘no greater en.
souragement to clofe” with Chrift than ‘theé riches of hLip
grace and mercy. 3. If any thing be ab'e to bicak a
rocky heart, it is the riches of his gracé, and whea [
come to tell you before you go to eternity, of the riches c;f
‘his grace, will ye remain fo hard that your heat'ts cannot be
#roken fo farasto come to Jefus Chyift for life cverlafiing.
‘8. If ye confider, that we offer Chift and falvation upon
honourable terots. Chrift is as a noble prirce, ‘that fuch
‘as are content to fubjuct. themfelves to him, 'he'is’ willis
‘te fave them. The lion of the tiibe of Judah is willing fo
make peace, but he will make peace upon Loncurable
terms  You muft forfake fin and Sstan, and have no core
. vefpondence with tl.em, 2nd we can cffer you Chrift up.
Wn no'cther terms than thefe, that' you lay dowan the
“weaponsof rebellion againg Jefus Chirifl indecd, < =+
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,A -fecond; ufc-of this do&rine. T it fa indeed, that;
the. Lord hath been pleafed to give fuch inftances of his,
‘gcel-_fqr gngouragement of the worft of finners to believe.
an Chrilt tg life everlaling, then how fad muft their cafe,
be, that cannot be brought to Chrift, and I am ¢ me to,
i:ll you.this day, that the offers of the grace of God will

e amongft the heavieft of their aggravations at that day.,
1 mall firft let you fee what great finners you are, that

qu may fce your.aced of clofing with Chrift to obtain
Efe everlating. : 2. Let you ice your dangerous condia,
tion,, if yqu pelicve not op Chrilt to life everlatting. .

; And, firt, to'let you fee fomething of the greatnefs of .
your fin. And now confider [ am fpeaking to you that are,
ynder the fentence of death for the fia of witcheratty, |
and not in fufpence, as if you were not guilty ; for fince,

are tound guilty by found evideace, we do not queition

it, to Jet ypu, fee then the great evil of witchcraft, thag,
ye may feethe great geed ye have to believe or clofe with,
Chritt’ tolife everlafting. 2. It,ip the higheft a& of re.,
belliop againft the God of heiven and earth, you have'

rawn, up with God’s greateflt enciny, who is the head of:
the rebellion of the whelé world, and theicfore called rea.
Bellion. ' Rebel ion is as the fin of witcherafs. Befides, it.
is a great apoftacy from Gad. Ye weré givenaway to God
in baptifm, and . poffibly fome of you bave given ayay,
youifelves to him, and now you declare you'rue it, and,
all the'deed, of gift in baptifm, you declare you xue it g,
and befides; your fin hath in it an eminent trampling uns.
der-foot the blood of Chrift; amd Z‘ . be. that finned ander,
Mofes® taw died witheut mercy, of bew much forer punifb.
ment mufl be be worthy, that bath trampled under foot the,
bloed of the covenant., You have finned ‘under the gofpel
. any 3 day, you.have fitten in the houfe of God aad.

put on a maik of religion, and have been deep dificmblers’
 with God and man  And-is not this an eminently grieve.

ous trampling under-foat the blood of thie covenant. A
_gain, in"your fin, there is a renouncing of Chtift, l.maven.

and glory. And you haveéieclared by yous praltice and:
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feeping company with the devil, and being his fervants,
that you care not for Chriff, heaveo or glory. ' There is-
your fin! and have ye not need to clofe with Chrift in ot-
der to life everlafting. Again, you have waged' war
sgainft Chrit; againft the faints, and againft the world,
and ftated yomfﬁ:lu enemics to Chrift, heaven, ‘end the
world; for where you had accefs, you have wrought mif-
chief upon children, minifters and others ®, fo that'ye
. may be looked upon as enemies to the whole creation,
.except the devil, with whom ye haveaflociated yourfelves,'
and now, by your obftinacy, you declare you are conterit’
to dwell with the devil, and with everlating bornings; and
fince you are in the devil’s fervice, what can ye expect bat/
the devil’s reward, as long as your hearts are hardencd
from God’s fear. .
" Second, I come to let you fee your danger. Will it net
be fad, that your heart fhould be hardened now, when ye
ake come to your extremity, and when it might be ek
pelted that meflengers of grace fhould be acceptable o
) E::. We are come to you, when ye are within a few
rs of eternity. to intreat you, before ye perifh for ever,
to embrace the offers of Chrift. ~ For, firft, ye go aback
from the remedy, if ye clofe not with Cbrift. ~ Again, you
liy a foundation for a great many challenges through
ekernity, if ye clofe not - with Chrift ; for though now
@onfcience be fécure, yet it will rife like a roaring Hos
st the laft, and though minifters would weep over you,
= if we were feeking from you fome gréat thing for
ourfetves, yet ye will ftand it out. What will ‘con<
Kcience fay, when the devil will be at the gallows ¢ feot,
wseady to harle you down to hell ? and no focner in” hell,
but confcicnce will fay, when God fent -his minifers to
» ye belicved the devil, and would' not yield to Jefus
hrift, and what will ye fay to confcienoe -then? - whien
confcience will fay, Now this is yoyr lodging for ever;
mow eternity ! cternity ! what will ‘ye de through excre
N . N L - P AT 3

ot ® Vide Norrative, ConfefRony &e.r - | | -
. §_Thisthews that the witchas wre irll hanged,and then burscd.
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Aity? ye are hy{ng a foundation of ehallenges through
eternity. Another thing that makes your cafe daager.
RQup, yedeclare yau will not be in Chrift’s reverence for
,mercy.. Lwill tell how fo, if you will be in his reverence,
swhy will ye not confefs your fin, and renounce the deed of -
“gift £q the devil 2 ye declared your denial in the face of
couits, apd frequently fince ye have done. O how dread-
L£ul will your conditjon be'it-you® di¢ in fuch acafe! .
.« _L:come to the third ufe of this do&rine. . If it be fo
sthas the Lord is pleafed to give fuch rare inftances of his
igrace ; then, the exhortation runs, that ye should come
sthis day and embrace Jcfus Chritt.. Ac lony as ye aré
sdropenitent, [ can but threaten heavy judgéneatsto yo;;r
‘but if you will confefs and repent, and ‘comz usta Chrit¥,
:1come to you with the belt news e.er were heard. " The
Apoltle. Paul, « Lim. i.c15, vas mirch taken .wi;hf thefe
ews, This ts a fai-hful [aving, and worthy of all ac.epration,
Says.he; that Fofus Chrift came to favé finners . This th )u!:d
<be the belt news-to you. The offer ¢t Chrilt is come to
_you thys day before the execution. ™ AndI" will'tell you
Awo ar three things, to confirm you, that theré i¥ mercy
or you if ye impraveit aright. . - T 0L
¢ . Firll, God .bath pioclaimed his ame'to be’ mierciful
and gracious, -if yop will come 1o w.bing, ve will find
Jthat he ia mercifull  Ayain, Chrit was called a‘friend of
“publicans and finners, when he wasin the woild, becaufe
.ﬁe fhewed mercy to all, ‘and ngver pit away any thit
_came to him, and though he be mow in heaven, yet he
_retains his bowels of merey il " Again,  his name js
. Saviour, and he left his Fatlier's glory, and came to the
«woild in the likencfs of finful deih, to fave finners. Sute
Lthei, if he had dore great things, he will not refufe any
. thing tothofe,that come to him.  Ajain, to let you fee
, heis merciful, he comimands his difciples to preach remif
_fiop of fins in his name, beginning at Jerufalem. the vety
“place where he was crucified 5 and further, the faft words
, Eé faid, are, He that believeth Thall be faved ; fo that e
{e¢y therc:is mercy for you,‘g‘feﬁ:ﬁc've‘ 10 1ifs cverlafiiog.

o 3 ’
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+ 1 would fpeak to two thingshere. 1. Offer you fome
motives to clofe with Chrift. 2. Give you fome direcu
“tions. And, 1. For the motives to clofe with Chriff;
There are two notions of faith fuitable to your cafe, ‘the
$irit is a flying to the city of refoge ; and sthere are two
ihingo fuitable for you. 1. You are guilty of bhod, yor
ave murdered your own fouls and others, therefore ros
Ro the city of refuge. 2. Youwhavelittle time, your time
is nigh.a clofe, your glafs is nigh run, thercfore make
:aﬂe unto Jefus Chrift, it is a pity you fhould pat-it' off
to the latt. If yc had confefled in time, ye might have
had the prayers of many of the godly. 1l. Another nos
tion of faith fuitable to you, is coming v0 the market of
- grace and buying. He ! every ome that thirfieth, come ge tm

the watrs and buy. Now this is fuitable to you, for it is faid -

buy without money, but ye have fpent your money for
that which is not bread, lfaizh v 2. Whercfore do ye fpend
moncy for that which is not bread, and your labour for tboe
which fatisfieth mot. What fruit have ye now of thofe
things whereof ye may be athamed. How are fome
of you, and now what camfort have ye 1n the meerings
ye had with Satan, or in your correfpondin%t and actings
with-him. When ye go ta eternity, you will fay, alis’ whae
fatisfa&ion have { now in Satan’s fervice ! - Another rn
“of this notion is coming, #d that fuppofeth a term from
“which, and a term to which ye come : away then with Ga
and Satan, and come to Chrift, and remember him. - -
. A {econd thing " is, to fhew you the neceffity ye have
of clofing with Chrift. It is moft neccflary for you to eme
brace the Son of God, or ye are undone. It is moft
neceflary for ‘you; for y€ will never be able to 'endure
the wrathof God. W#ko can dweut with devouring fird2
O firs} can ye hold out againft the Almighty? Are ye
refolved to fight it with the Lord? Can ye be able to
. encounter with the wrath of God, and enter into the fea
of wrath ? Can ye endure the wrath of God world withs
.out end? Q! therefore, come and clofe with Chrift.. Oba
erys the, providence of God that has brought to your

~
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v 1
beadadifcovery of your cafe, andin telling you yesreinthe
fare of the devil, and that Hath tryfted fou with a difs
cevery of the remedy, and now ye avc inexqulable, and iff
ye perifh, ye petife juttly. ' come now tar the dire@ions,
and intreat you to look upon them as the laft direlioms
n;vil“‘m in public io this world for any thing we
w., . R RSP T
-+ What weuald ye: have w vo. do ¥ I fay: that ye ooghe
to confeld your fin, A@s sixi 18: Many of them that had
fed magical arts came: and confefled their:deeds It is
tmpofible ve can give a canvincing evidence of your. re.
peatawee - if ye do not confef - But (ay ye; what: need
iwe eotfefs our deeds to men, if we rep it bezween God
aad us 2 What nceds us-trouble the world with confeffiond
we wil-but lofe our name, and putta fain dpon ane pofe
terity and frieods: | But | anfwer, when folk hawe Rum-
‘bled the church of God. they: have. confeifed their deedsis
even -David himfelf confeflcd his ina - Xgain,- it s all
‘the folly-in the workd not to eoafefls your dreds, becaufe
they -will be brought out before angels.aud mien . and even
“in point of policy ye ought 1o eoufefs your deeds, for ye
are captives in {atan’s fuave, and ye hase loft yonr wills,
¥e fhoold cenfels, therefore, thas God’s. people ' may
pray for you If ye would be ont of the claws of the
devil, #t will take all the prayers youcamr geti -+ @ -
. The fecond direQion is, 10 be deeply humbled for
your fin. Ye vemember what is faid of Menafich, 2 Chroa:
xxxiii.-chap. Manaflch humbled hiwfklf greatly. And
though your heart were like to break, and your forraiw
-like to bring you to -the grave, it.wese little wondari:
- great fin muft bave great humihation: nakd fwse.iif rovke
- God grant yeu repentance unto life; and: fhew you mes.
' ey, there muft be deep humiliation with.you. - - -
- - The third direction -is, you muft have mnre than
‘ erdinary prayer, ye muft have more frequent and fervent
prayer; ye mult be more imporcunate with God, - and if
* ye afk, what fhould we pray for: lanfwer, a difcovery
+ of the finfuludfs of this in of wi;clk!:ra&. Eoc if ye faw ity
' [ E ¥ I R PO : e e

s
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ﬁ ‘would be in ixtzm! tofﬂz&h& you Pray fa'
‘mefs of héart, and that thefe hard and recky hearts,
znnn miy be made hearts of flefh. Pray f for patdon of
Blefid-is the mas: thas bath bis iniquities pardoned
b fins forgivem.. .Wo to youl! if ye fet not- your £
pardoned.  Pray for a fight ef your loft eftate, that yd
may fee yvourfelved duderithe: fentence of, the wrath of
God, -as well as unde¢ the fentence of ten. . Pray.for &
d-feovery of ‘Jelus Chri ini his fulnefs, ia his {uitables
aefs.to you, in liwoflicés. and in-his glory : that ¢ mag
ahink;fhame that cver you thoughe fo litile of him. Pray
hat ye may not go to the grave with. a lic.in your right
$handl.” Be: imporrunate then ' fince your werk is fo greagy
the vimefo thart, and: eternity (o long.. be net aﬂccp or
-uncbneesned;. for if: yewounld put:ff never fo copfidents
ly, yow.will bave the calonr of liclt up. nyou ia that day
iwhen i e.appear before the tribunal-of ; Chritt. -
s Thé tourth dive@ion. is tnis, .repounce your dccd &
.gift 1o the devil, and if ye would fatisfy the people of
:God, give a declaration that you are gricved-tor giving
.yourfelf to fatan, and give away yourfelf to the Son of
-Gad from hcad to foot. : hu lh;ctn,a ily moft thable-for
oll, -3 EEEEYE
i But ﬁmher. another d-rectnon ss, that thqugh ;c {o
:rénaunée your deed'of gi t to ihe devil. and gite yourfelf
-to Chritt, yet do not give yourfelf to'him only in a formal
.manner, faying. I give m{clf to Jefus Chrift, but try the
“fincerity of you bearts in. it, and confider ye muft have
indi.nation at yourielf for your fin as long as ye live . 2
1Cor. ii. va. Lefl fatan fbould g:t an advantage of u: : for up
~&re not 'gurant of his devices. - Vhere will be fuch inqis.
nation in your -bofom, if ye be finc. re, that ye will be n
danger to take amends of youriclves. Ye,will wonder that
yeare not fent down to the p.t ere now  I'here will be
an uncouth fight between hope and fear in your botloms.
- One word furrher, and that is, dclay no longer. Yee have
pul it off ‘befure, and fiae the fentence; ye have beem
much dealt with, aud now it comes within a day of your

-



erphg into etersity, and we are come to-you the duy.
belore, your death, intreating yon ta put it off no longen,,
O be ferious! God hath exercifed a great deal of, longs
fuffering towards you, and ye have hardened your heartay,
aad now we are come to you in your adverlity at lait, t

defire you totgke Jefus Chrift, and now we take God toy
tecord. that we have offered to you Jefus Chrift, and if ye_
will ngt take him, we are free of your bloed, and je&xh
Chriil is free of your blood, and if ye thould endirc a,
zhmﬁand hells, ye yourlelves aze only ‘to be blamsd fos.
she flighting the great falvation, Lo

4 1

* . APPENDIX No.B. .

Some paffages whiich fell out before, and at; the execution
" "of the feven petfons,who were condemned and burncd
- - fot ' Witchcraft, on the Gallowgreen of Paifley. '
' = x'l"grﬁ‘ pgin}:cd_gz Edioburgh, ia the year 1693,

** %Flicre frall be Lirtle added anent what paft at the exe-
ion of the feven witched, {on Thurfday the 10th of
ix‘n‘c’ 1697*,) becaufe there is no fubferibed attertationg
erednent : and the defign of the publifhers has been tof
‘gdvante nothing but what (tands warranted by teftimonice

of kriown crédit beyond contradi@ion. © Yet this much i

‘otour ; that when they were going to the ftake, one o
the Lindfays was overheard to fay to the other, ¢ Now,
‘brother, it is tine that we confc(yt. frace our keeping it
“up wifl ferve us no purpofe,” or the like expreflion, ; to,
"which the’ath:r anfwcred, that they fhould dever do that,
‘&c.' And Muirgaret Lang, before’ add about eketution,,
Yt drop at minutes of the devil’s fl@e}d?cgtcnxcé,"'fha{
© 1% Vide Semplss' Hiftory of Realrewdhice, md Me. Bainid
JBoawalsiermen, Appeda M. B, . . . . 0 T L
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Mmmmmsr,?amf: fhe kot®, 877 nBFroBY
olf #‘M"dﬁ that" he ‘gave Her the ;;fenﬂblc.
Mot o her body : ‘She yieldtd to'ehgdge terfelf if by
fettice by'a covenznt'; and .befides puﬁu‘c _metting¥, fiie'
M4d been above cighty timés iu pritate ‘conférettes with{
Bim. Being enquired by a near’ relation of her own;’
anent her being ip Bargarran’s houfe, tormenting Chrils’
tian Shaw, fle anf{wered in thefe wards. ¢ The devil lkvin
an abfoluté power and’ dominigy over me, .cartied m
Bpehttler hé- woulll 1" ahd R is known bow fie' oy’
fefled unnatyrat luft, and profound hypocrify, &c¢ thaugh’
truly it did appear from her concurring mien and circams!
fances, that thefe things tell-from he? 4t feafons, whew
natural ingenuity, and the vigour of truth, got the ftarg
of Satan’s manacles. Son Agnes Nacfmith, &c. fres |
quently told the mmnifter, that their heart and tongue
were bound up in fuch a manner, that they could not ex»
prefs.whap they would ; and. [ometimes it appeared hp
ecular infpegtion of their, vilages, thiat convullive damps
4 Gize theirhcads upon getting out thre initiak words of
sny fuch atempt.. ~ . T i
There are two remarkable inftances in the cafe of
%atharine Campbel, who was chicf inftrumest and author
of the girl’s‘trouble, va an eminent minifter difcourfing.
before famous witnefles to Katharine, .and’ enquiring i
‘the did :not ditin&ly remember the godly counfels an
racious admonitiops, which Chriftian Shaw, while in &
f: mentioned in the Narrative. pages 70, 71, 3. gave
her a certain time, and inftanciog fome particulars thercofs,
Her anlwer was with heavy. groans, Yes, I remen ber.
But being urged wbcrgfore:{,c would not confefs the reft:
- 28 well as that paffage; and finding herfelf to be gravel.
led, fhe began to retra& and fecmed damped, not being,
able to extricate: berlclf, " anfwered .beforc-tiicntionéf
Thisjoccurred. while the was in prifon, before the trial é‘i
and after it, fhe, in prefence of }::Gctal' witnefles, did get

éut.thefe words,. That the 'doom pronounced an her was -
Jut, and that fhe could met-free herlelf -of whitchcrafe-
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:ﬂpou {\xph ;ttempnﬂu fell c‘lown dtad Rrin e'Yy dﬁ
and that fix. or.feven times ,fucceﬁ'xydy, with 3
uddennefs that ‘was both furprifing and convincing
the fpectat s _at which occaﬁon it was pbferved, that
mamed;ately t bcfore her_falljng into thefe fits, and upoy
iltr eﬂ'aymg to fpe;k when there re chprgeslqid home

n er n%tuga% nfmence. herm u(z fcemt o cofitr;
}nd {he uttes Ecavy moans & whqreupon did. fol*orv hef
onvulﬁqm, but after nﬁng ott of icm. the “"“Fd t9
ie qb uptq nd mﬂrxlf)k yan wheneves t}u—re wag an
_a_ppcagancg o cr bcu)g more plxant, the fotcfan& fm dls
Quertake’ her,

There i" .one dnpg ‘fqtther. w[lneh doeo abﬁru& th&
gredlblllgy of what ghcft cqnff aver}'c ), Vi TJ:
there are fome’ othcrs. bot. mep am{ women in thc ?oun.
trys, who have confcﬂ'ed and told the fqmc thmgs befor
1fome of the belt ‘gentry and othera, whof care (ou
procceﬂ no ﬁmher for, want of authonty. which ip de
time will, no doubt, pot fuffer ‘thefe witches to liv
‘whom dmne and humas laws bave fo jultly ordained to
'be cut off. ' W herefo;c, ull the event of 3 further dife
cany, ,,here Ihaﬂ onlyvbe "added fome’ p,ﬂ’agu which
were omitted.in ‘the Narrauve, thaugh they b gttd\ed
by fome of the fame pcrfom that wcr; witgefles. to thf
-olber matters mcntwﬁcd therein,

3 Particularly, the girl declares, that in one o( het cm}-
Ji&s with the devil, Le told her i’now 2 certain minifte
(for whem fhe had a special refpeét) did compile his fer-
-mons through the weck, ‘what books he cb:dﬁ' made ufe
of and fcveral other matters anent his. method of flu
tn his dofet, that - .o mortal copld knpw by o:dmar,
" means: By which, no doubt, Satan did partly defign
{though by a very falie argument). to raife the efteem of
books above fermons collc&ed out of them ; concealing in
emcan time, both the gift of improving helpl, and;the
i,lc fling pvomlfed to the hearer of the word ]:n'cac:fu:q‘l
“When the lady Bargarjan rrcewed the two picces of re
&oth thé ginl: Kad tora l’:om osic of the witches ﬂecvc., »

«
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#aboye narpated 3 e locked up the fame.and kept '
ke }‘l'ﬁti?mﬁién'd?ngbi:?'wh?fﬁ caution, l!:gne ?ﬂe%
hgz}ng ¢omte to vifit ‘the giHl, gnd’ being defirous to fe
the forefaid pieces of clarh, flie being in one of het fits,
Yaughed, ord told, that her iothier néeded'not to feek for
fhon i the place where they were locked up i the wj't‘c’hct
Liaving tiken them dwdy, and laid ‘them in 3’ corner of th
tellar ;. ‘and accordingly ‘béung fearched for, they’ werk
Joupd ‘in_the particular place condefcended on. ~Therk
Was dnother like paflagge which.occurred to a friend, who
game in with Bargarran for foliciting a commiffion from
the council : for hé having Brought alongft with him thofe
picces of cloth, and buttoned his pocket on them at night,
#nd put it in fecurity as be thought ; behold they aie a-
{niffivg i the morning ! but after f;ca'ch, are found in &
goud ditance from the pocket, thovgh none vifible had
?iecﬁ in the room 10 open it and carry them off. * Finally,
his pirl did‘in difcourfe, difeover a great fagacity, yet

_ Bccompanied with extraordinary modefty ; and among o=

LY

ther inflances, fhe did obferve the doors and windows
open ‘and f(hut again, upon the witches entry thereat.
There was at no time fuch & nuhiber of them about her

s the foom might not very well contain, with the vifible -
perfons that wete prefent therein.  She obfuved them to
‘thift their place with great agility, when any other came
into it, or attacked vpon her pointing to them. And
‘the often averred from the inflance of the {pirit that fpcke
to her sbove Ler liead, teld their names, and gave ker
othey means of diftoverirg of them, &c. That Yatan
‘does often contrive their ruin, by the moft undiscernable
‘methods he can, Lecaufe an open deed would fcar othes
o undtzke vsitl} fofaithlefs a matter, &c, I

APPENDIX No. F. °

" Hugo Arhot Efq; Advocate, author ofa Colle&ion and
Abiidgement of Celebrated Criminal Trials in Scotland,
from A.D. 153610 4785, calls the title of this tial ia
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1€97, Impokor of Bargarran®. As he takes the opr
pofite fide of the fubje&, I think it fair to'give it a placp
‘here.
. He fays, “An impoftor appeared, in the chara@er of @

erfon tormented by witches, Chriftian Shaw, daughter of
John Shaw of Bargarran, a gentleman of fome note in the
county of Renfrew  She is faid to have been but eleven
ycars of age : and although it is probable, that hyftericaf
affeGions may in part have occafioned her rhapfodies t
proceed from real illufion, as well as accounted for the
contortions which agitated her body; yet the feems to
have difplayed an artificc above her years, an addre(g
fuperior to her fituation, and to have becn aided by
accomplices, which dulnefs of appichenfion, or violencg
ot prejudice. forbade the bye-ftanders to dilcover. i
-6 This actrefs wa+ abundantly pert and lively ; and herp
shallenging one of the houfe-maids for driuking, perhaps
~ for ftealing, a little milk, which drew on her an angry
rotort, was the fimple prelude to a compliczted and won,
derful {cene of artifice, and delufion, of fanaticifm and
~ barb:rity. . .

*¢ In the month of Auguft 1696+ within a few days
sfter her quarrel with the houfe-maid, the girl was
feized with hyfterical convulfions, which in repcated fits
difplayed that variety of {ymptoms which characterife
this capricious difeafe. To thefe, other appearances
were fpeedily added, which could only be attributed tg
fupernatural influence, or to fraud and impofition. She
put out of her mouth quantitics of «gg-thells, or orange.

* * | i~k it is proper to appri‘e the reade- from what f urces
Mr Acnot got his intormation concerning Chriftian Shaw. Tnis i -~
am casb.ed to dovery eafy, for Mr. Arpot always gives his aurhow
girics in notes ar the fuot of the paze, and the suthorities he quotes.
£.r the account of this trial are * Truc narrative of the fuflerings
snd reef a2 yooog girl.  Edinbureh, printed by Jam:s Warfen,
2698,¢ .n..¢ R coris of privy Council, January tgth, March yihy
and At 5th, 1697 .

'
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211, foathens of wild, and bones. of tame fowxl, hair of.ve.
{ous ¢olours, hot coal cinders, ftraws crooked pins, &c.f
# Having by thefe feafible objects imprefled the publig
with the molt complete and fearful conyi¥on of her be-
fog grievoully wexed with a devil$, the found herfelf
sapable to command the implicit affent of the {petators
fn matters that were repugnant to the evidence of theig
own fenfes, For this pu-pofe, fhe f:ll upon the device
¢f fceming to poffefs the faculties of feeing and hearing,
1 a manner gppofite to that of the reft of mankind She
would addrefs fome invifible beings a: if actually prefent 3
‘& other times, in her converfatians with thofe invifible
%iuga, fhe would rail at them far teHing her that per.
fons av&ualfy prefent were in the room ; protefting that,
the did not fee them, yet at the fame time, minugely dea
fcribing their dicfs.  For inflance, the {poke as foows
to the chief ot her alledged tormentors. Katharine Campy
bell, with whom fhe had the quarrel, and who, to ufe
~ #he language of thofe times, waa not difcernibly prefent ¢
¢ Lhou fitteft with a ftick in thy hand, to put into myg
mouth, but through God’s firength, thou fhalt not geg
leaxe. Thou art permitted to torment me, but | truft in
God thou fhalt mever get mv life §. I'll ket thee. fee,
Kattie, there is no repentance in hell. . O-what ailed thug
to be a witch! I'bou fayeR it is but thr-¢ nights fincg
thou waft a witch  O,"if thou wouldeft repent, it ma
be God might give thee repentance, if thou would'f
Jeek at. and confefs ; 1f thou wauld. defire me, 1 would
do what | could; for the devil is an.ill mafter to ferve,”
&c &c [|. * After that, fhe took up her Bible, read paft
fages. and expounded them ; and, vpon ong’s oficring to
- ke it from her, fhe fhrick: d horrbly, exclaiming, ¢ She
* would keep her Bible in fpite of all the devils in hell®
* “Then the for ght, and-kicked, and writhed herfclf, as_if
.. Qrug gling with ﬁunel invifible tormentor When, the
' T Puges6y (8 &c.  §Merxy. s
§ Paesjoand 7. g Page 86.  * Pagus;3, 73
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fheriff depute of the county, accompafied by a macer of
jutticiary, came to apprehend fome of the perfons wh
her dizbolical mdlice *had sccufed, and efe acthal'y i
Ler prefénce, the addreffed an imaginaty and invifils cor-
refpondeiit ‘thus, ¢ Is the fheriff come? Ts he nicar me2*
{ 'hen ftretching forth ‘herhand, s if ¢o grope, and the
Abriff puteing b hand mto hews, e Proceeded )'s 1 came
/ot fecl the fheriff. How 'can he Ue prefent hére? op
how can I'have'him by the haud, w thow fayeRt, fecinjg
4 feel R net? ‘Thou fugeft'he has brawn ‘coloured elothesy
gnd ved pluth trceches with black #ripes, Bowerell
«flia cravat, and an ‘embroidered {word bele.  ‘Fhoa
fayeft there is an old gray haired man with him, having
# ring opon hris Yrend; but 1 can acither foe nor feel atiy
of them.  What, ure they'come to apprehend the geaths
womsn ? Is this their erand indeed *#* .
% 'Cluefe meiterated uid awful enorcifes of thie dotiniod
of Satan, (for fuch they were univerfally deemed,) i
grefled ull ranks with amawementand terror.  The clergd
_ @8 was their duty, were the foremoft to embrate ‘the caufe
of a difciple thit was engaged in more than fpiritwl wen
farc with the grond ememy. Clergymen, by roustion
. wetended the afilidied damfcl, te aflitt the minfier of the
puiifh, ‘the family of Bargarran, and ether pious Chrife
tians, in the cxpiatory offices ot fulting aund prayer. A
public faft was ordained by authority of the prefbytery,
“Three popular clergymen fucceflivély harangued the
srembling audience ; and onc of thom chofe for-his theme
thisawful texe, < Wo to the inhubitastsef the earth and of
_ ghe feu, for the devil is come down unto you, having great
. wrath, becaufe be knoweth that bie hath but a fhort time,
. And when the dragon Taw that he was caft down unte
the carth, he perfecuted the woman.” And the prayers
and exhortations of the church were fpecdily fvconded
with the weight of the fecular aym.”

* Pagec 307 and 3ok,
Ra
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*....  KPPENDIX No. G

eitten by Dr. Walter Young, Minifier of Frkine, M.
" A. F. R.S, Edinburgh, in §792, extrafted from
his Statiftical Account of the Parith of Erfkine

% One of the laft tiia's for Witchcraft, which happened

. Scotland, had its origin in this parith in 1696-7. The
perfon fuppofed to have been bewitched, or tormented by
the agency of evil fpirits, or of théle who were in com.
pa& with them, was Chiiftian Shaw, daughter of Johan
phaw ef Bargarron, then about 11 years of age A
fhort account of this trial may be fcen in Arnot’s Cels
deétion of Criminal Trials *. .
% Three men and four women were condemned to death,
28 guilty of the crime of witchcraft, and were executed
at Paifley +. A particular account or journal of the ex.
traordinary circumftances of this cafe was drawn up at the
sime when it happened: every paragraph of which is af.
&rmed to have been originally fubfcribed by witneffcs,
amoag whom we find the names of almott all the noble.
mea and gentlcogen, and many of the minifters of the
meighbourhood. The narrative was afterwards printed §
without thele fubfcriptions, along with a very pious and
decently written preface, by the publifher. “There were
fubjoined to it the atteftations of a phyfician and furgeon,
the judicial copfeflions of fome of the perfons accufed of
witchcraft, and aa abftra&k of the pleadings of the advo-
catcs on the part of the crown, aad of their charge to
‘the jury. Thefe laft, in their reafonings upon the nature
oi the evidence, and the credibility of the fals, and
- .1 the anfwess to obje&ions, difcover much learning and

'+ &11hat Mr. Arnce fays Sboutdi: trial is printed in this volume,
_ & They weie firlt hanged for'a few mirutes, and then cut down
and put intv 4 fire, prepared for them, into whicha barrel of tar
was put iu order to conjume them more quiekly._ oL

$in the year 1698, by James Watlon Edinburgh, and entitled,
* True Narcative of thefuflerings and relief of a y cung girl &e¢
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Wllity. A few wapled of the original publication are Ak
" @xtant, - #wd a new editida of it was, a few yeurs agdy
printed in Pailcy * {¢ may furith ample matter f
€peculstion to thofe whofe objet it e ¢o trace the pro.
gefs and wariation of manners and opinions among men,
The fubfegueat hikory of this kady is, howewer, more ink
Rerefting to the p-litical inguirer .
¢t Having acquired a remarkable dexterity in {pisning
fine yarn, fhe conceived the idea of manufauring it into
thread. Her Arft attempts in this way were meccilarly
‘on a fmall fcale  She executed almott every part of the
procefs with her own hands, and bleached her materizly
on a large flate placed in one of the windows of the houle.
She fucceeded, however, fo well in thefe cffays as ta
have fufficient encuursgement to go am, and to take the
aflitance of her younger filters and aeighbours. The
then Lady Blantyre carried a parcel of her thread to.
Bath, and difpofed of it advantageoufly to fome manu-,
fuctarers of lace, and this was, prohably, the fitft thread
gnade in Scotland that had croffed the 'weeds About
this time, 2 perfon who wasconne@ed with the family, hap-
pening tobe in Holland, tound meansto learn the fecrets
of the thread mavufa@ure, which was then carried on to
igreat extent in that country, prticularly the art of forting
uwnd numbeving the threads of dffcrent fizes, ad packe
ing them up for fale, and the contlriction and manage-
ment of thetwiftingandtw ning machines Lis knowledge
¥:e commumicated on his return, to his trieads in Burgarron,
» 20d by means of it, they were endbled 10 condu® their
mezaaf Qure with more regularity and to a greater extent,
The young women in the neighbourhood were teught 10
fpn fime yarn, twining mills wire ere@®e’, comrdgponden.
‘ries weve ¢it.blithed, and aprotitable bufinefs was corried
won. Bargmron thread became extentively knows, and,’
t.cing afce:tained by a ftump, bore a good price.  From
1he inftructions of the family of Bargarron, afciv familky
* By \lexon'er Wiis i 37950 T
Res
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i‘:)ﬂtbe. neighbourhood engaged in the fame bufinefs, and
gontinued in it for a number of years. It was not to be-

expeeted, however, that a manufa@ure of that kind conld

be confined to fo fmall a diitri@, or would be allowed te:
remain in fo few hands for a great length of time. . The:
fecrats of the bufinefs were gradually divulged by ap-
prentices and affitants. A Mr Pollock in Paifl:y availed:
himfelf of thefe communications, and laid the foundation:
of the well eltablifhed manufa@ure of thread, which has

€ver fince been carried on in that town From that time. -

the women in this neighbourhood have continued to.
pradtife the fpinning of fine varn, which they difpofed
of to the Pailley maoufa@urers.” o .

APPENDIX No. H.

Chrilian “haw was married to a Mr. Miller, the parifly
minifter of Kilmaurs, about the year 17,8  The follows
ing quotation from Mr. Alex. Millar’s ftatift'cal accoumt
of the Parith of Kilmaurs {peaks of Chr:ftian Shaw’s
hufband. *¢ A difpofition to fecede from the eftablifhed
church hath long fubfited among the Inhabitants af
Kilmaurs : and this difpofition was firft excited by the
following circumftance. Abouvt the year 1712, Mv. Hugh
Thomfon, then mivifter of this parifh, demit'ed, upos
the cxpeQation of being called to Stewarton, but was
fomehow difappointed ; and either his “pride would not
peamit him to folicit a re-admiffion, or a majority of the
g;ople. difobliged with his giving them up, refufed it.

¢ reti:ed to a fmall praperty of his own in the parith;
and on Sabbaths preachcd fometimes at his own fire-fide,
and fomctimes from a tent in the ficlds, to as many of
hs triends as would hear him. Five or fix years elapfed
before another mimfter was eleGed ; during which time
Mr. Thomfon had frequent opportunities of reconciling
himfelf to many of his former congregation. After i'r,
h_‘liller was chofen and ordained, Mr. Thom{on ftill cone
ttaucd to preach in his own barn, or ia the ficlds, to ag
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#hany as were willing to hear him Ynconlanéy whidy
#lways attends the multitude, difpofed fome to go on®
way and fone another ; dire@ed by humour, local cone
wenience, ‘or the mﬂucnce of one upon another, they ate
tended fometimes Mr Miller. at other times M. l‘homﬁ)n.

Chriitian Shaw’s hufband came to pay his friends a m
fit at Bargarron, fometime before the year 1725, when
he took bally and died there, and was buried in Erfkine’
Church He was univerfally lamented by his parifhionersy
great numbers of whom attended his funeral.  After his
death Chriftian Shaw and her family came and refided ix_
Bargarron. Mr. Semple in his Hiftory of Renfrew fivs,
¢ About the year 1725, the making of white ttiching
thread was introduced into the weit country by Mre
Millar of Bargarran, who, very much to her own honour,
imported a twilt or thread miln, and other neceffary utenn
fits from Holland. and carried on a fmall manufa@ure in
her own family ”” The Editor faw on the ioth May
-#8v9, a William Jamiefon, an old man, who told hiog
that he had wrought three years and a half, on'the
orlgmal thread miln at Bargarran, that he came to Bargar.
ran in the year 1743, and &t tnat time none of the tam'ly
of " Bargarran was alive, but old Mrs haw, lean Shaw,
the old fiter,) and Mr. Ferguffon her hufb.nd, whe
was faGtor to Lord Blantyre.

APPENDIX No. 1.

* Mr Robert Wodrow, Minifter at Eafflwood, in hie
Hiftory of th: fufferings of the Church of Seotland,
from the reftoration to the Revolution, vol |  ppend.g
to Book 2d No «:th, in William - utherland’s Declaa-
ration and Kxamination, therc is mention made of a pere
fon beinyg executéd for a Witch about the year 1661,
‘William Sutherland fays, ¢ | being come of poor parente

in Strathnaver, (the wildeft part ot the north Highlands)
'‘who were not able to keep me, | washwed witha mafter
who fcat me to bring buk a horfc that Colonel Moryaa’e
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had ¢sRen frbm him ; which party T followed t
8be enemy fell betwixt e and home, and being afraid ¢a”
back, and havmg a defireto learn the Lowland Tongue,
cewie alongh i 2 fad coadition with the faid party;
till 1 emine to Spey fide, where [ hended cattle for ayear.
@n the parifh :Jf Boharm, st a place called the New kirk 5
‘$rcden themoe 1 came to the panifh of Fyvie tn Buchany
where 1 ticrded cattle for annther year; trom that place
§ came ta the bridgeof Stirkiag, where | followed the
e eniplovment a third year, which was the year the
kinyg came home ; (1660) mud from thence 1 came 1o
’&q, whie, after herdiny catde a fourth year, { iclf
$n cxviemc wase, aud that by the reafon, the mafler
witom & ferwod being vwing ¢o one of the bailies, callcd
Joba Weres, the baitic fiezcd upon my .natter’s Goods,
do that tie tan away, and { lof my fee, and was engaged
by the commdel of dome boneft men, from that feripturd, -
lar wat a ‘Werch 40 live, to exccute a Witch, and te
sixanfe chimwey dweads, whereby { gained fomewhat “for
fivelimood ; 4'd beving 2 mind to kearntoread, Iborght
a quefion bok, but Knding the people there to fcar at
my company, fo thatinose would give me a keflon, I came
§rom Pmfley to irvine, aboat five years Bnee,”” &c. that
$s Bve yeass before 1666, which mikes it to be 1661 thie
time he was in Paifley. i .

Mr. Burn, in the Chronological part of his Englifh
Di&ionary, under the asticle Puifley, fays, That five
women were burned there for witcheraft, -anno 1667,
4 fuppofk this‘a 1 Rake & | cin fimd no hittorical aecount
. for this Hauge Arnot Fdq; favs, ¢ For fome time afté
ghe seftoratios, the records of Privy Council aie ina
maaner engrofled with commifions to take trial of witches. -
There t8 an inflance of the council, at one {ederunt,
grouting fourteen feperate comsdlions to take tria} of
witches. Records of Privy Gouncil, November 7. 1664,
January 23. 1662.” | iatend at fome future perivd to |
petice this of Mew Buwn's, asd whet M. Scople faye -

-



quncet:nfng the ‘Burninz of the Witches, an the caﬂ'owq
greea of Puifley, in his Hittory of Renfrew:hires

APPENDIX No K. .

Having hewn how the laws and pra&ice of this coantry,
concerning witcheraft, food before A. D. 1736,

+ it is certainly neceflary to let the Public fcc whag

_ the law is at prefeat on witcheraft, :

h

ANNO NONO. : e
CEORGII II. Reir 1746.

.

Car. V. -

An A& to repeal the flatute made in the firft year of the
Reign of King James the ficft, intituled, As 48
againft Conjuration, Witcheraft, and dialing <with
evil and wicked Sgirits, except {o much thiereof de
repealsan A& of the fifth year of the Reign of Queed

«  Elfabeth, Againf Conjurations, Inchaniments, and

< Wucherafts, and to repeal an A& pafid in the Pars

. liament of Scotland in the ninth Parliament of Qucent
Mary, intituled, Anentis Witcherafis, and for pue
- nifhing fuch perfons as pretead to exercife or ufé

. any kind of Witchcraft, Sorcery, Inchantment, of

Conjuration. oo 8

Be it ena@ed by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,
By aud with the advice and confent of the Lord’s spiria
tual and temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlias -
ment affembled, and by the authority of the fame, thag
the ftatute made in the firft year of the Reigh of King .
James the firt, iatitaled, An A8 againfR Conjurations,
Witcheraft, and dealing with evil and wicked Spiritsg

thall, from the twenty-tourth day of Junc ‘acxt, be sey
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pealed and utterly woid and of none efc& (except 18
much thereof as ‘repeals the ftatute made in the fitth year
of the Reign of Queen Efifzbeth, intituled, An 43
ogain} Conjurari-ns, Ioch m'meits, and Witcherafts.)

Il. And be it further enacted by the "authority fores
faid, that from and after the faid twenty-fourth day-of
June, the AQ pafled in the Pariiamént of Scotland ia
the ninth Parliament -of Queea Mary, intitaled, Anentis:
Witcherafis, {hall be and 15 hereby ropealedd ;

II1 And be it further-enafted, that fram and after’
the faid twenty-fourth day-of jwme, o Profecntion, Suit,
or Proceeding, fhall be conmenced or carticd on ageinit
any perfon or.perfons for Witcheraft, Sorcery, Inchant.
ment, or Conjaration, or for charging anofher with any
duch offence, in any Court whatfocver in Great Britan.

IV. And for the more eff&uhl preventing and punithe
92 say pretenxes to fuch arts or puwers as are beforg
spentipacd, whereby igagramt perfons are frequently de
lpded and detraudeds be vt further ‘emafted by, the
authority aforcfaid, that if any perfoa fhall, fiom. and.
aiter the faid ewenty-fourth day of Jume, pretead to-

"wxercife or ufe any kind of Wrchomft, Sorcery, Ine
chautment, or Conjuration, or undert ke &e tell fortuncs,
o pretend from his or her fkill ar kaowledge in any
occult or crafty f{cience to difcover where or in what
manncr any Goods.or Chattels, fuppoled to have ‘beca
flolea or boft, mpy be found ; cvery perfon fo offcading,
being thereof lawtully convited on indi@mesnt or informe

“ation in‘that part of Great Britain called £ngland, or on
indiQment or libel in that pact of Great Britain calied
Scotland, thall for every fuch offence fuffer imprifommeng
by the Ipace of ene whole year without Bail or Maine
prize, and onge in every guarter of the foid year, ia
E)‘m’e market Towa of the proper Ceunty, upon the
sharket day, there fland openly on the Pillory for the
fpace of one hour, and alfo fhall (if the Court by which
fuch judgement fhall be given, (hall think fit) be obliged
® give turctics for his or her good bebaviour, in fueh
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i, dnd-for fuch time, an the faid Court -Mall' judge
proper, according to-the circumftances of the offencey

nd in [llah cafe, fhall be fmthgr, im‘"-i[on‘d: um‘m
,,zlrvctin be given.. us

APPENDIX No. L. !

Hugo Aot Efg: in his colleQion of celebratediCris
.minal Drials in Scot!and, when fpeaking of the above
A&, fays, ¢ Locke had written upon government,
Fletcher had been a patriot flatefman, Bolingbroke had
Bcen a minifter in- the anguftan age of Queen. Anne,” ed
this {yflem of legal marder and- torture was abolithed,
“Yhis was an honour: which the tardy hpmanity of:their
‘eountrymen referved, almofk to the middle.of the prefent
- eentury®, for Mr. Conduit, Aldermar® Heathcote, and
‘Mer. Croffe.  Thefe gentlemen brought a. bill intp the
Houle of Commons, which was paflcd into a law, repeals
‘ing the former ftatutes againft witcheraft, Scots as well
a3 Englith, and difcharging profecutions for thag crimeq
‘or for accufing others. of that offence.. Om thg. enaQs
"meat of this fatute. vanithed all thofe imaginary, poweray
fo. abfurdly, attributed to women, oppisfled. with. age and
overty,

i

¢+ While we refle@ upon the blind and. barbarous. {upers
lition of our ancelts, while we beltow. the. tribute of
*appliufe on, thofe humane and liperal fenators whe intips
duced this law, we caomot. help. lameating. that. a feck
" amony us logks upon. the ablition-of the. peval flatitep
" ggainft witchcraft. not only agan, eyil, but a fin. The
}gccde,mpubliﬂ)cd an ak of their afficiate prefb, tery ap
Edinburgh, A. D). 1743 'This.adl 4, was reprinted-ag
Glafgow. fo late as the year 1766, Lo it these is. cany
. sained the anpual confeffion of fins, whichip thiyday thep
ad fom. the pu'gt . Ampng the fins, natinva), and

¢ Bighteenth Century. . . ;
#AQ for rcuewing the Coveniants, p. 36. 374 347 7
. -4 ktiuted in 1785, - }
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perfonad there confefled, are the a& of Queen Anre’d
rliament for -tolerating the F pifcopal religion in dcote
md, the a& for adjourning th.e Court of Seffion during
the Chiiftmas holidays ; as alfo the penal #atutes againit
Witches have been repealed by parliament, contrary to
the exprefs law of God.” ' (Exod. xxii. 18.) ¢ The fe-
ceders comprehend a very large body of the populace
is Scotlsnd.” ‘ ) ’ '

APPENDIX No. M.

Having got my hands on an old folio volume of a&ts of
-+, ‘the ‘General Affembly of the Kirk of Scotland,
which were pafled ‘between the years 1639, and
1649 The following cxtrais are curious. :

- 1 fee in the year 1640, the General Aflembly paffed
.an A& againft Witches and Charmers as follows, ¢ The
Affembly ordaines all Minifters within tre kingdome,
earcfully to take notice of Charmers, Witches, and
all fuch abufers of the people, and to urge the Aéts
of Parliament to be exccuted againft them; and t'at
¢he: Commiffioners frum the Affembly to the Parliament, -
fhall recommend to the faid fupreme judi:atory, the care
of the cxccution of the lawes againft {uch perfons in the
moft beboovefull way.” Alfo sth. Aug. 1642, ¢ The
Aflembly doe therefore ordain all Prifbyteries to give to
the Juftice, the names of the Adulterers, inceftuous
perfons, Witches, and Sorcerers, and others, guilty of
tuch groffe and fearfull fins within their bounds, that
they may be procefled and punithed according to the
Laws of this kingdome 3 and that the Prefbyreries and
£ynods be carefull herein, as they will anfwer to the
General Affemblies, &c. allo Sefs. ult. Aug. 19 1643,
) 6ind overtures anent Witcheraft, and Chaiming, &c
whict occupy a page and a halt, and beginning with,
Sl abundauce and iucreale of the fin of Wighaaft,

4
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_in 4lI thé ferts and degrees of it in this timé ¢f Reformia-
tiori, is'to be taken to heart by this reverend Affembly,
‘who wotld to that end confider,” &c. and ending with)
‘¢« The fns aforefaid of Witchéraft, Charming, and con-
fultiilly with Witches, or Chiarseers, and fuch like wicked-
fiefs, thay be tried, reftrainéd, and condigmely cenfured
dnd puniflied ecclefiaftically and civally,” and in the year
‘Y64¢ there is a ¢ Commiffion for a conférence of Minifters,
Lawyers, and Phyfitians, concerning the tryal and pu-
nifhment of Witchgraft, Charming, and Confulting”’ and
‘runs thus. The General Affembly taking to their ferious
confideration the growth of the fins of Witchcraft, Charm-
g, -and Conlulting, notwithitanding fhe frequent
recothmendations for refiralning thereof ; andremembering
that the General Affembly 1647, did propofe a'good
way for the tryall and punifhment of thefe finnés, by
appointing comferances with foni¢ Minifters, Lawyers,
and Phyfitigms in that matter. which hath never yet taken
effe@ ; therefore the Aflembly doth appoint. Mafters,
Robert Dowglas, Robert Blair,. Munga Law," James
Hamilton, John Smith, Robert Traill, George Leflic,
John Hamilton; Joha Duncan, Samuel Rautherfoord,
James Wood, John Levifton, James Guthric,r Andre
Cant,” David Calderwood, John Moncrieff, Frederick
Carmichacl, James Durhamre, Patriek Gillefpie, Robert

er, Ephtaim Melvill, Minifters®, to coafider ferioufl

of that matter, and to confult and advife therein among
themfelves, as alfo with Sir Archibald Johnfton of Wa-

rifton, Clerk Regifter; Mr. Thomas Nicolfon, his; Ma=

jeRties Advocate ;-Mr. Alex. Peirfon, one of the'ordinary.
Lotds of Seffion; Sir Lewes Stewart,” Mr. Alex. Cqlvill,
and Mr. James Robertfon, Juftice deputes ;. Meflrs,
Rddger Mowet, John Gilmoir, and Johw Nifbet, Law.
yers; and with Doétors Sibbal, Cunninghame, and
Purves, Phyfitians, feverally or:together as occafion fhall
-offer ; #nd the Affembly eatneftly requefis and confidently

* S eﬁé Scots Wortthisd foF asfu ‘atcount of théle Minifters.
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expe®ts from thefe learned and judicious Lawyersand
Phyfitians before-named, their belt endeavours and con
currence with their brethren of the Miniftrie for advife
and counfell herein, and for conference in the faid matter;
and Ordaine the faid brethren to make report of the ree
fult of their confultations and conferences from time to
time ‘as they make any confiderable progrefle to the Com-
miffion for publick affaircs, and the faid Commiffion fhall
make report to the next Generall Affembly.” :

APPENDIX No. N.

Upon Sunday the 28th of March 1697, after Sermen,
intimation was made by Mr. Thomas Blackwell,
the Minifter, of a faft to be kept by the Congreéation
of Paifley the enfuing Wednefday, the Caufes
whereof are below.

¢ My fricnds, we have been preaching of Cbrift to you,
we are now about to fpeak of the Devil to you, the
greateft encimy that our Lord and his kingdom Kath in
the world. e thing I am about to intimate to you is
this, the members of the Préfbytery having taken to
their- confideration how much Satan doth 1age in. thefe
bounds, -and which is indeed very lamentable in our
bounds, and in ours only. They have thought fit-to -ap.
oint a day of faiting and humiliation, that fo he who
s the Lyon of the tribe of Judah, may appear with
power againft him who is the angel of the bottomlefs pit,
and throw him down, who is now come out in -great
wrath; O! that it may be becaufe his time is fhort.
- As to the caufes of the-faft, I fhall-but hint a few
things to you, the thing being fo well known in the
bounds, - the Prefbytery did not think it needful to be
any way large or formal in drawing up of caufes; how.
ever, I may fay in the firft place, the caufes’ of our pre.
ceding falt * remain yet not fufficiently mourned over,

# This was o8 leaft the feoond £aft kept on Chriian Shaw's account.
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fo fhit ‘though wé had. no -other caufes but thefe, we
baveiground to.obferve more faits than one or two. _
=~ But yet a little more clofe to the purpofe. Firft, Sa.
tan;is greatly raging inour bounds ; he hath in all pro-
bability -enjoyed a long: and old flock of fubje@s, even
among the hearers of the gofpel ; it may be, fome of them
are hearing me juft now, confcience being beft judge in
that matter, aid ow lie hath come that length, no
doubt, being permitted of Ged, that.his power is not
only to be perceived in keeping many hearis from clofing
with Chrift, but alfo in tormenting a family extraordinary
in our bounds, fo that it is.kaown tobe the Devil and
and hid inftruments, and none ‘clfe, therefore Satan who
is raging, and who hath gotten many in all probability te.
devote themfelves foul and body to him.
. : - [

- -

: Again, 2dly, There is the impenitency and obftinacy
of perfons. fuppofed ‘upon. many ‘accounts truly to be
guilty, their continuing abftinate, and impenitent, and
refufing .ta confefs, guilt in, that matter, ‘that God who
hath the power. of cenfcience, by the power of his fpirit,
in the nfe of othér lawful means for the- finding out of
the truth, may make thefe means effc@ual; and-may win
in upon their confeiences to make them-coalefs guilt. -

+ 3dly, The great afliGion of that poor child {Chrifien -
Shaw, ) and that family in whom fhe is fo nearly interefled,
none of us knows her afli®tion, and her father’s, fo as
it is in itfelf. It is ealy to look upon on¢ fo tormented as
fhe is, be what it would be if we were fo tormented our-
felves, or yet any onc in our family. We would remem-
ber them that are in bonds as bound with them, and
therefore our petitions have a fpecial refpeét to them of
that family, that is fet up as beacon on the top of a
mountain for all to take warning. _

Again, in the fourth place, Another reafon is, the
myfterioufnefs and difficulty of the procefs of Witchoraft,
fo that it is the procefs of all others, that requires moft
pradence, folidity, and feveral other things, to name



which, many of you would not underftand me ; but in 2
word, it requires much of the prefence of the fpirit of
God to guide the Judgés, and werk uporthe cowfcienees
of the Paniels, that fo the truth may be fomid out, and
judgement accordingly éxecute; thus we offer feveraf
realons why it is neceffary for us to obferve a day of fafts
ing and humiliation before God
And now my friends, all I add is, thisin the firft pldce,
¥ am fure minifters, and [ am fure the godly are called to
be very importumate with God in this matter. Would ye
know, my friends, why we preach in vain to them that
lave devoted themfelves ‘to the devil, it is that that:
makea the gofpel fo barren, and who knows, but in this
congregation, there be many, who may have thefe many
years _hence been under vows to Satan, and as for you
that are the people of God, ye pray in vain for the fuc-
cefs. ot the gofpel to them, for till once they be brought
to fee-the evil of their fin, and to be convinced of the
¢vil thereef, and to lothe thémfelves upon account of the
fanie, neither will the gofpel,” nor your prayers do them'
. awy good, fo it is the miniftcrs and people of God’s duty,
and intereft, not only to pray that God would find out’
the guilty among thefc that are apprehended, but that
God would difeover all others that are guilty, dnd whe-
are not apprchended, thit the kingdom of Chrift- may
run and be glorified, awd the kingdom of Satan 'deftroyed.
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