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Dear Miss TowNLEY,

I Shall %ive you the communication that is
given to e this day, the 24th of May, after you
sent me the Form ofy Prayer for the Fast Day. 1was.
ordered to call all things te my femembrance in
1796, in answer to the Prayers for the Fast:—*¢ 1
then ordered thee to write to Pomeroy, and in that
year to put in his hand of the Bishop’s death®. But:
now I have ordered thee to warn the Bishops and the
Clergy in May ; and now in May the Fast is;-and °
out of their own mouths will I condemn them all, if
they are neither hot nor cold, but lokewarm ; for.
the Letters were written to warn the Clergy before
the Fast came; therefore I ordered one to be hastily
sent to the Bishop, and to have the Letters hastily
printed.  So If they are now lukewatm, they are con-
demned from the very Scriptures they have placed. -
If thev say they have wisdon and want nothing, then
Itell them they are blind and naked. I have coun-
selled them to buy of me true gold ; that they may be
clothed, that the shame of their nakedness may not
appear ; and toanoint their eyes with eye-salve that
they may see; for as many as I love I rebuke ; and
this Nation I have rebuked, as there are many in it .
whom I love ; but let them not think the French
are sinners above all men, because they have dong
these things. I tell them nay, but unless they re-
pent they shall all likewise perish. Now let them

* ‘This tosk place at the end-of the year.
A
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ivark the lesson in Isaiah, the 38th chapter,—Ig
those days was Hezekiah sick unto death, and a Sign
was given him from the Lord. Now let the learned
answer what the Sign. was for ? Could I not have re-
stored him without giving him a Sign, and do the
thing I had promised him ? Could he not take my
word without a bond ? - Yet I gave a Sign to Heze--
kiah. And now I have given Signs unto the Nation :
If they turn unto ME, as Hezekiah did, my threaten-
ings shall go backwards ; and I will save this Nation,
that is condemned to die by judgments; but if the

“will not lay it to heart, as Hezekiah did, they shall
full by the Signs of the convulsions placed in the
Child. So here is the Sign set before them; and
the Signs of the Gospel are now come, from the
many false Christs that have appeared. Two false
Christs have written to thee; therefore I ordered
thee to keep their letters, to prove that false Christs
were come ; and two others have told thee they
were the Christs, and wanted thee to trust to them
for Redemption. Yet they confess they never were
visited by the Spirit of Prophecy, or had any pow-
er given them of working of Miracles. So the Sign
of false Christs hath appeared unto thee, as well as
the Signs of Tumults and War. But I should act like
men, to come to one part of the chapter and nof go
through the whole. For I tell thee, that chapter is
like thy writings.—The shadow fulfilled in the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and what followed after to
my disciples; but the end was not then; for men
have stopped where I shall begin—When ye see Je-
rusalem compassed with armies, know the desolation
is nigh; and that desolation followed Jerusalemn.
But can man say the end followed then—to see ME
come in a cloud with great Power and GLory ? [
tell thee no—But now the time is at hand, that all
these things shall be fulfilled——and man’s Redemp-
tion draws nigh: For the Kingdom of Gonb is nigh
at hand. But the fulfillment of the chapter ® is as

® The xxxviiith of Isaiah. ’

Digitized by GOOS[Q



_ 4 (3) .
DEeAR Miss TowrLeY, - ., . P
~ Now I shall tell you the reasons assigned . to me,
why you was permitted to have the Book altered
from the first directipns that were givea mg;.and
then I was ordered the Book should not go out in,
the world so, but take away your letter, where you
say Christ is Coming the Helpmate in the Woman,
to shew mankind they had done by their Bibles,
as 1 am ordered now to do by. the Book : they have,
taken away the first promise that was made them ;
therefore you are ordered to have one thousand halt
sheets printed, beginning, with the Church Prayers,.
as far as the leaf was sent, and then letall the others
stand as they are *. If the readers enquire why the
Prayers of tKe Fast stand printed twice in one Book,
the answer is given: because by their taking away.
the first promise, that the serpent’s head must not
be bruised, nor the Woman made a helpmate for:
Man’s good, by the death of Christ; that as in
Adam all djed, even so in Christ shall all be made
glive; this they have taken-away, and placed their
Bibles far to crucify the Lord. afresh, and 1q have:
Him die twice, ,as the Prayers ar¢ printed twjce.
And now this Book must go out one thousapd with
this balf sheet, to convinge mankind the w3y they
age taking their names apt of the Baok of Life, and
the ather six thousand. must go out. as they are
printed, after my trigl is over. Now the readers may.
ask, how this confusign came? To this I answer,
1 was ordered to begin the Book with the Prayers
on the Fast; and one proof sheet was printed so,
which was sent to Bristol, to Miss Tqwnley ; and
she not knowing the order was given me from the
'Lord, wrote to Mr. Sharp ta alter the beginning,
and have the Baok begin with the letters she seng

* Two distressing difficulties here pperated an the heart of Joanpa.
The Lord's command she must obey; and her faithful friend she could
not offend ; who not knowing of the Lord's command had jnnocently
given contrary orders. Joanna was afraid the contempt might appear
agmmther friend, which was intepded for. the clergy, whokad treated
these letters with scorn and derision ; therefore t)_x;y were ordered by
divine command to be withdrawn, and published after the Trial.
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to the Bishops. This was done unknown to me, after
shat T was ordered to call -in cvery’ printed lefter,
that no one might be able to have one, as the
Ministers were turning them back, with infamousg
scorn and contempt ; and I was answered, not one
of them that had returned the letters should ap-
pear in my presence; and that they might not be
--able” to‘ forge' them, or produce any thing of . the
kind, every letter was called in, and every Minigter
that doth appear, must bring his letter with'him and
swear by Him that liveth, the letter was sent him,
" and he has kept it; and other Ministers. that ever
apptar in my presence must swear by Him that
liveth, they never had a letter sent them ; for eve
man that has turned back his letter is as an ewi}
forbidden fruit to me, that I would fly from, as
from the face of a serpent; and as a serpent they
must fly from me, for now is coming the New Co-
venant with Man,  The Lord will do away the first
and establish the last, by the Woman's perfect obe-
dience; and to prevent her seecing the forbidden
fruit, they are bound by this oath, never to come
in hef presence, that weé may not fall the second
time ; for then the last error would be worse than
the first, Therefore when I saw' the 'Baok, it is
fruitless o pen the hotror I felt, fearing we had

ne wrong ; and recollecting, in aletter of Mr.
Sharp, wherein he said he had altered the title
page, which I understood was the outside leaf,
which I did not approve of, but whep I saw, in ano.
ther letter, he had altered the whole, th ¢world will
sce what | .must have suffered, but not one quarter
part can they be a judge of what I suffered, from two
o'clack yesterday till ten o’clock to-day; but this
will appear in apother letter, and now Ishall give
the answer of the Spirit, asit is spoken ip verse 3

Now Joanna thee I'll answer,
Perfect as thy book is here,
Perfectso [ now do tell thee
All the learned do appear.
‘They take away, I now do say,
The promise first was plac
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And so their wisdom doth betray =~ ...
And crucify me twice ; o
And perfect so- thy book shall go, 4
In print to men appear; '
The leaf that theu to Sharp hast sent
Must now be printcd there,
As it is sent forto begin,
And this must follow next : ‘
Until the half sheetit do end, - L
And then the whole I'll fix, o
‘To prove to man thatso they're come
My Life for tobetray;
‘The very ends for which I died
‘They now do take dway;
Aund ME again for to be slain
The second time for man.
_ For perfect as thy book does lay
‘The learned lay their plan ;
1t's plainly seen, for Il begin,
And from thy books appear,
The promise first was made to wag
Satan his curse should share.
If1 did mine, my life resign
And offer it up for man, °
It was to do my FATHER' will,
And in the help-mate come;;
Then for his good the promise stood,
And s thy ook docs 30w sppear
as t NOW 3| s
Men's 'mément it doth lay.
That l" am now must be slain
Now in the Woman's form, '
So twice they have plac'd their death for 28
In Spirit now I'm come,
love to all is now my call,
ut it you take away,
As Townley's bounty now doth fall, .
The cost on herdoth lahy,
‘Which I remev'd, to shew my love
‘That I with her comlm':;
You take my boonty all away,
As thou hast taken here :
Her love to waste,"as this is plac'd,
For to reject her hand.
‘This very thing I did ordain
To bring it to your Land,
That just like thee the world now bg,
To know their every will ;
Thgy take away my perfect love,
And place ME twice tb spill i
My Blood for all, to free the Fall; -
And this would never do. |
And now the mystery I'll explain,
In coming to you Two:
Had this ggen dong by thy cammand,
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Because thou order'st first;
And though thou in her bounty stand,
And thy own pride to burst, -
And alter s0, though thou dost know
‘The strength in her doth stand,

Thy labours now for to go through,.
*  And could'st thou so command,
Thy pride to shew it should not ga
As she had plac'd it there? : )
For thou to say another way, v .
Thy honour can't apgear, ,
Because the first by thee was plac'd,
Thou sayest by thy command;
And though the love, in her doth burst,
Thou would'st not let her stand,.
Though she obey'd in what thou say'st, -
And wish'd it to appear L
Utto the world as it was laig,
To prove her honour clear.
AnJJ thou bmide thrown all aside,
Ingratitude nifist come:
And from the ponderings of thy heart,
I now will answer man;
Ungrateful love thipe now must prove,
And thou thyself should'st hate,
If thou by pride throw'd her's asidc,
That shew'd her love so great;
What monster here must thou appear,
Her boundless love to scorn ;
Because in Kride thou would'st appear
‘To shew the power thy own, ..
When thoy hast nope, to me 'tis known,
For friends do thee support : .
And would'st thou swell thy pride solugh
Thy faithful friends to hurt? .
Thou answerest no, the truth is so,
For thou would'st sooner die, o
That empty way-thy pride to shew,
. Thy faithful friend deny =~ -
Her justice here to shew it clear,
Thatshedid ME obey; ~  °
And in the fropt far ta appear,
Thy honour stands that way.
1f you could see the mystery,
How evez thing is plac'd :
Because that she di(r thee obey,
So empty pride must burst
1 say, in thee for to deny,
And this thou dost discern,

0 honour in thee could there be,

ut pride and empty scorn: -
This thousee'st plain, I'll answer men,
That just the same, they mock my Namg,
By pride and empty scorn: C
But I'll no further answer here,
The Blind-Man next must come.
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THE ANSWER OF THE SPIRIT TO JOANNA’S
PARABLE OF THE BLIND MAN.

Now from thy Parable I'll answer here : -
If men don’t come thy every Truth to ¢lear,
Then such Impostors they must surelybe
As in the Blind-Man mentioned there by thee,
And much more strong shall the words appear
han in the Parable js mention'd there;
'or now unto the Blind-Man I will come: .
He form'd his judgment and he form'd his plan
Asin the dark to him all things appear,
And in the dark he'll find his judgment there.
To his own judgment, as he cannot see .
Whether it is right or wrong, as form'd by he;
Because the man is mentioned to be blind,
Andso he gropeth and may another find
Just like himself and equally blind to be ;
Perhaps in judgment these two might agree
1n all one judgment as the first did form,
For of the colour neither could discern ;
So black for white may unto both appear.
But new comes on the thing I mean to clear:
SuEp()se a man encompass'd with these two,
Whose eyes were open plain before his view
Should tell them they draw'd their judgment wrong,
For by his sight he could the thing discern,
And tell them plain they draw'd their judgment wrong ;
Suppose the Blind-Man then should boldly swear,’
If you condemn our judgment, now we'll tear
You all in pieces: impotence must be
To say its wrong the judkment drawn by we;
So now together, though we're blind we're strong,
And out your eyes, like ours, shall surely come;
For why should Heaven give to you more light
Than we have got? No, now we will fight,
Isay, together, till we have made you blind;
No greater favour you from God shall find
‘Than we have §ot; for if you do see
We are resolved to make you blind as we,
" Unless unto us now you firm, will swear
You'll join with us, and prove our judgment clear,
‘That we did surely draw our judgment right;
We boldly now tell you that we will fight,
Unless you'll swear that you are blind as we,
And with your eyes the thing the samedo see.-
This you shall do, -if you your eyes will save—
@ Rerjure your soul before we'll let you live,
Because that in our power now you are come,
4nd though we're blind, yet know we two are stong;
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And now we have got you we'll not let you go,
Unless you'll swear that our b’ind eyes are true;
Tins you shall do, or elie wé'll make you blind,
And pullout both yeur e{en. yots soon shall find
Now, in this mianiher, I'f suppose a man
Who is in power, and ih power strong, o
To work the miracles that were wrought by ME:
1 tell you friends, if you will but a
'To let me put some eye-salve {6 you here,
And then vou both with me, shall now see cleary
But if the érial do not make you sce,
Then unto your proposals I'll agree, .
But now their answer if it thus should come:
We want no eye-sight ; *tis your's we condemn
Because by begging we get for to be blind,
And theugh we grope we still a rath oan find
“To make our way meun's pity to implore;
W é want no eye-sight for tolabour here :
No, no, vain man, we chuse for to be blind,
Because by it our Livings we do find
‘With much more case thati those who have eyes to see,
And so in blindness now we chuse to be.—
‘Then now I'll answer for the man that's strong :
You bold Impostors, from my sight be gone!
And of your begging I will now take care,
You shall not get your bread by begging here,
You said that Heaven should not give to me
‘The light of sight that was not giveh ye,
_Unless I turn'd my blessings to a curse,
‘That alt alike, in suffering, might be lost;
But now that blessing I did offer here,
That you with me in sight might nowsee clear,
Your infamy was soon discoverd here,
You bold Impostors, imPudent you are come,
You thought me weak, for to hold out so long
Your subtle arts in all for to find out :
I knew the reason that your eyes were shut;
And why my eyes you wish'd to shut the same,
And say, by blindness you could ’judgmcnt form §
ke in Blindhess yon wish'd for to appear,
And boast of judgment that some merit were
’T'o place within you, though you both were blind,
‘That in the world you might some honour find :
And force the world your merit to believe,
Yourselves and others you thought to deceive;;
But when I offer'd i'ou should judge aright, .
And told you both I would restore your sight,
‘Then back the curtains they were quickly drawn,
. And your impotency you soon did own ;
And then the Strong Man, he may answer here,
You must hdve cye-sight ere you can appear
Ever to have Mt in your power more,

For new I telf you plain, I've bolt'd the door— :
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with blackness : and now they are
the bishops and clergy.—

« Here isa type stands deep for all:
This_funcral will bring on the cdll
To make the shephe ds to appear—
Therefore the'shadow I plac'd there®
‘To have the likeness at the first.

But now the substatide it is plac’'d :

A PERFECT FUNERAL how {3 come;
And so the substance will go on

To have thy Trial fo apf.ear—

writing to warti

They'll find these shadows first were ther€:

But now the substance it is come,

And every substance will be known,

In perféct likeness to appear: -
They'll find the substan.-e now is near ;
For all as shadows T placd first,

But now the substance I place last,

To bring thy awful trial on—

And Townley's tiembling will be known,

That strong In fAcc it will appear,
As in thy stead I've now plac'd her,

And in thy stead sht bold may stand—
The heavens with blackness how command,

And now my blackness will appsar,
If men don't hasty waken here,

As she so early did dwake,

1 say, my clouds op them shall break;
Because, from shadows all shall see,

Such things were ne‘er brought round by thee,

To place the shadows at the first,
That like a funeral this should burst*
And now the funeral doth appear,
From innocence ho sin was here
Ever committed by the child—

And heré the learnéd men are foil'd ;
As I compared with my own:

Then here the child must sure be know:

In innocence, I sav, to die—

And mark the words were said to thee,
When that the shadow did appear,
Thou know'st, the child 1 tof)f
To shew my Birth, the child must com
And so my Death a shadow then.

But now the shadow's in the child,

To shew my death, to reconcile

The world to God—like him I died

Ih strong convulsivits then for man.

* That is, the writings put in a vault at Paddin
of the burial now. .
' 8

n

thee there:
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The Garden first a'bu ‘must discerr,
Whdt Agonies I then did bear! ,
And how the midnight hour drew near,
As my Convulsions were Within.—
My feelings were unknown to Men
What for their xakes I then did bear;
As well 1 knew my chosen were
To suffer then the like for ME—
And then the Jews | knew were cast,
To prove the mysteries at the last,
That dead to knowledge man was come, ‘
As [ at first pronounced him;
And so their knowledge it was dead ; |
And by their death my Blood was shed ;
Because that ME they did not know,
From all the wonders 1 did show,
As never could be work'd by man.

"And now in sPiriT | am come
To work by Wisdom now the same,

And man khows not from whence it came
To see these mysteries so brought round;

. They cannot tell from whence the sound, .
Before some others do appear .
To make these mystcries out more clear;
And then they'll own their knowledge dead
To every thing before them laid;

That they did vever understand
Itwasa \r{’ork by my Command ;
Because they judg'd I could not go
To stoop to man n things so low.
From types and shadows to appear
In language low, no man could clear,
Tosee the depth, howallis plac'd.
You ne'er discern'd, ye fallen race,
How I from shadows plac'd all first,
Nor how the likeness 1t did burst.
The type of Isaac plac'd before,

And so my death it did appear.

, And then the Brazen Serpent sce ;

For as 1 say they look'd on ME,

Nought byt a Serpent to appear,

As from the Jews, they judg'd ME there.
So from these shadows none do see
How deep they're plac'd as types of NE;
And let my Gospel to appear;

From Parables I told them there,

How I had liken'd every thing.

Now all to your remembrance bring,

Then all these shadow's you'd see clear
Doth with my Bible all compare.

From types and shadows I began,

From types I now shall make an end;

So from this tvpe [ now do say®,

Here is a shadow plac'd this day,

* Child's convulsions, death, and burial.

N
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How all the substance will appear, .
For the death warrant's hastening here:
Unto the shepherds this will be,
And their convulsions you will see
To be much greater than the child's ; .
For now the learned will pe foil'd. ~
or here's a mystery none do see,
How the Tenth Year these things must be,
o have thy letters blaz'd abroad,
way that man ne'er understood ;
ut judg’d the letters sent before®
. Didinlike manner so a{ogear;
But then thy letter could ot be,
‘Thou publish'd then the mind of Mg
In public letters for to send ;
Baut now 1 tell thee, 8y thy friend
Thy letter is publish'd all abroad :
And all the others will be know'd
To fly abroad to man the same;,
For here's the letters | did namef,
That I should make to fly abroad;
And now their conduct will se know'd,
For different roads they now will take,
Until they find the truth to break. L
But from what shtadows you don't discern
The way or manner I to you-do waru; -
1t was a private letter blaz'd abroad, ,
When in Novemnber every truth was know'd :
And now to make the likeness all agree,
Itis the private letter [ tell thee,
That by the public now must fly abroad ;
For'like the shadows must the truth be know'd;
For so the substance in the eud must burst,—
You ne‘er discern'd the manner of the first,
Nor how the shadow it did first appear:
When Pomeroy read his name in public there,
That thou didst put in print by my Comnand,
But now the substance all may understand.”

(signed,)  Joanwa SouTHcorT.
) \
Dear Miss TowNLEY, Muay 23d. 1804,

In answer to the Letters being returned, you say,
the day the child was buried, and the Letters sent the

’

* Parliament Letters,
1 See page 82 of Joanna's Six Books of Prophecies.

B2
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day he was designed to be puried, I was answered in
“the following manner: : :
¢ As this day was designed for the child’s funeral,
and this day the letters are sent, it will be for their fu-
nerals it theliving do not lay it to heart.  But as the
child was buried the day before, and the lettcrs did not
go that day, if they come forward like the letters, the
funeral is gone before'them ; and by the child's death
they may have life. If they do as these have done,
* to improve their time for the future, and be,. strict to
obey my Commands; then.I shall change my: Threa-
tenings into Blessings, as thy Brother changed his
‘funeral ; and my sunshine sh-ll rise upon them. If
they now turn unto Mg, I will now turn-untp them.
And now I will tell thee why I have made thee a pri-
soner : Because I'know: the weakness of . thy nature,
~ mind, and heart. ‘I: put thee to the trial by, Pome-
roy, and saw the weakness, of.thy heart.: thqu hadst
no fortitude to withstind one man, but signed thy
name, fo plsase him, to what he never said but once ;
and that was by putting his name in pnnt, which he
said was from the devil; but he never sajd thy wri-
tings were *. Butas he complained to thee, thou hadst
no fortitude to dispute with him. Therefore, now I
have made thee a prisoner, to.see no one before it is
disputed by those that have more strength and forti-
tude than thou hast got; and not to give up to any
before they give their strong reasons, why they
judge thy prophecies come from the Devi/; and how
they can prove such types and shadows were first pla-
ced by Aim; and how the substance came in such
manner, in the tenth year, whercin thou sawest the
light of the candles; and how thy Brother should have.
a Son in that very ycar, that had nought but daugh-
ters before : bot he said he had a Son dead-born be-
fore the time. And now I tell thee, like dead-born

~* See.page 76 of the Second Book o'{ Letters.

-
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childrerm befpra the time, . all have: boen 3 but now
the living: children shall a Fpear ~—Here- thy heasgt

begipacthy. to pander : Will the living; children. die;

Like. ths. chaldP To. this. I answer.:_the living; chils .

dren, that age to die before my: ngdom is establisha
ed on this. Earth, shall die as mnocent as the child
did; . for I will not.impute, any move-sin to them-than
impuyed. to- the  child, that had- cammitted ne sin.
But as the child’s: ‘sinaxae shall stand for. cver in remens-
brance, and: dymg in convulsigns is lefs.on record;
80 shall their. names, for ever standy, in henour to
them; and their virtues be recorded, like the child’s
convulsions, for the pains.they have: taken to bring
ina guilty land.  So Mere I"have compared my living
children to the dymg child, "if. they die before my
Kingdom is established. But, 1as ‘the other was
living, all will not die before the time ; ‘but the child,
that standeth as a-type I.compared: of my Death,
must die béfore the time, to shew the shadow of thy
Writings, which I ordered as a sign to put-as in the
grave * ; and so, by the child’s death, 'I'ordered my
Shepherds to be warnegd; fo bring them forth by the
death of the child.. ' Noow let the learned-answer, how

Satan should .place the writings first as a shadow of

death, and how death. should come to thy Brother’s
Son in the tenth year of ‘the Vision +,. and’in the
month of May to die in.conyulsions ; a month that I
threatened a fatal month for man? Let these.things be
answered by the learned, before I permit.thee to ap-
pear : for well I know . thy weakness ; and as Satan
cannot overcome thee inafy form he can come him-
self, I know he will try, as an angel of light, ta
come in man. Therefore I will not leave thee to
Man, as Adam left Eve to the Serpent. Thou hast
trusted to my protection, and my protection thou
shalt have fe; I myself-have-mads thee a prisoner ;

® A .vault under the High House at Paddmgton. :
1.See page 17 of the first six Books of Prophn.cws. 1794.
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and it would be fata] for any man to sé¢k to find thee
out, to break my prison dopors, before they have
brought thee to a fair Tr:al, then thou shalt appear ;
and as my guardian angels have guarded and kcpf thee
from all the arts and power of hell; now let my
friends, brothers, mother, and sister, keep thee from
all the arts and power of men; for there will Satan
try to work, to prevent the truth frdm beéing tried
and proved ; as he knoweth, if the trath is tried and,
proved, they will prove the calling from the Lord;
#nd then MY’ giNgDOM mustcome ii—

As'men’s desire will daily come - o«
To wist: m+v Kingdom to appear; L
And the: bhe knows I'll bripg it here, |
And then Ass Kengdomyit mnet fall. ~ 7
Angd pow-1 teil vou ope wndali, .
That'men’s dgsire must fi st appear . ,
Beove 1 biv2my Kinglom bere; : S
. Aud:uiex desires [ soon shall know oo
! - When i have prov'd my writings trygq - . -
" Because thy writings are from ME, .
‘Fhat every soul shall know and see; .
Yor so ['ll prove them in the end. . T
But first with man I shall contend, S
To see what in them zall do lye, : ’ .
,£nd then they'll find I'm come in thee, . g
Sa streng in power for to appear, ) .
- That all +hzll know their Lard is here, .
{That in the end I said should come ; N
. kx 5{‘8"6“0“3 things appear ito man; : e
o

' /1 so mankind may marvel here
i 'The way that I in thee appear, :
. To keep thee secret at the first, s
: Before men’s judgment it is cast; L mea

+ * And then in wonders to appear,
The sacred Truth then in afl to'clear—~" .
And this to Townley thou must send, .
And tell her, as a faithful friend,,
W here thou residest no man must know,
Before their judsinent they doshew,
To tell from whence thy writings came,
And thep they'll surely know my Name.

_ ¢ Now let Townley answer all that enquie for thee,
the Lord has commanded her not to tell ; for she
will not tell them ; and it is fruitless for the Serpent
- to come inman to her, and tell her that it is the
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Lord’s command to conceal thee. She must tell them;
they must convince her, from strong arguments and
just reasons, how this is all brought round by the
lI);vil,. before she will disobey thie command of the
rd.”

Here, my dear Miss Townley, you see what a
strict charge is given to you, not to discover
my abode ; neither must you let my friends in Lon-
don know what place you have taken for me, or
where my abode is. I am very comfortable, and
hope to have the happiness of secing you soon. I am
sure of the pleasure of seeing Underwood every day,
to bring me all the news, and to receive the direc-
tions. I have another communication to write you
to-morrow; but you know I must have my secretary.
The Lord bless you, and strengthen you to stand the
fiery trial with men. The people in this house are
very quiet and civil. Accept my kind love; and am
yours sincerely in heart and mind.

(Signed,)  JoaNNA SouTHCOTT.

Another communication added, May 24th, morning, -
in gnswer 10 the wind and rain that came on soon afier
the letters were gone out of town by the mail ; and con-
veyed in the same letser. ’

- % As the wind and rain arose when the coach was
carrying the warning to mankind, and the cup is now
held out to man, they may drink it which way they
will : for Townley hath wisely discerned, to weigh
the past with the present. Therefore I told thee at
Leeds, that were she called forward to give account
of her faith, she could give a clearer judgment than
man ; because she hath discerned what is fulfilled,
and what is not. Thercfore I have choscn her to
warn the shepherds ; and if they take not the warn-

Digitized by GOOS]Q



( 16 )
ing, they shafl find the floods of sotrow to conte upon
them. But how could ¥ strike before 1 warn? 1
warned the Parliament ; and they refused the warn-
ing, and the sword of war followed ; but nowis come
the second warning, from the woman’s hand totht
shepherds. Therefore 1 compared her to my mother,
as she is daily seeking to support my honour and
eat Name: for they that honour thy writings,
onour ME that gave them ; for all shall know they

arc from ME the LiviNe Lorp. So they that ho-
nour Mg, I will honour; and they that despise M,
shall be lightly esteemed ; for they that despist tliy
writings must despise the Spirit, and do despire to
the Spirit of God. Then they shall find I will do
despite unto them: bat how ran I strike before I
warn ? I tell thee, no! The warning must first tio
out in the world before I strike ; and the sooner the
warning is given, the soonet will my hand appear ;
for miy hand shall follow the warning, as the rain and
wind followed the letters in their journey. So there
is no time for trifling now—The King"s business re<
quireth haste ; and as they wish to have it come in
haste, in haste let them proceed with the warning,
and my hand shall be close after. Therefore I said
the rhan and woman should join together : and now
let my brethren join as in one family in the Lord,
with my mother and sister, to warn my shepherds ¢
they that are not my shepherds will not regard the
warning,— -

F hepherds I shall try,

T?:czwwm tn them ;ll, :loth li:y;

And if no milk in them is found,

Then they may tremble at the sound :

For now like Woolland I'll go on ;
To try my flock I now am come;
For 3'] are shadows'plac'd before,
But now the substance shall appear:
Because the substance is begun,
1 tell thee, from thy brother's son ;
And 30 the substance shall abound,
The truth in all shall now be found:

1 know thy writings, how they stand;
And every truth they shall command,

Digitized by GOOS[Q



(17 )
Because I said I'd make all clear

Before that I had ended he:e, )
Auid foil'd the wisdom of mankind.

Now I'shall tell you the meaning of Mr. Woolland :
" in 1796, the year the Bishop died, Mr: Woolland
had bought a flock of sheep; but not knowing whe-
ther they were with lamb or not, he killed one for a
trial ; and said if there was no milk gathered in the
others, as there was no lamb in the one he killed, all
his flock should go to-the butchers. It was then said
to me, the Lotd would do as Woolland had done 3 T

he would cut off one te try what was in the rest, /-4 ebler
. try W&l.""’"m/“/
Usfore Tonms ooy
Bat if I find my shepherds ‘dry, S
And no true milk in them doth lie:
Then aure lik¢ Woolland I'll go on, -
'Till all my tlock be dead and gone.
For now the branch I' will cut off.
‘To make my vineyard spring;
Butif 1 find 'tis not enough,
I'll surely cut your land.

~ This was in 17g6, when the Bishop's death was
put as a shadow ; but now it is coming to the sub-
stance. '

o o

PRAYERS ON THE FAST DAY, MAY 25, 1804, .

Dear Miss TowNLEY,

I Shall give you the communication that is
gwen to me this day, the 24th of May, after yqu
sent me the Forin of Prayer for the Fast Day. I was
ordered to call all things to my remembrance in
1796, in answer to the Prayers for the Fast:— [
then ordered thee to write to Pomeroy, and in that
year to put in his hand of the Bishop’s death*. “But

* This took place at the end of the year.
- c
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now I have ordered thee to warn the Bishops and the
Clergy in May ; and now in May the Fast is; and
out of their own mouths will I condemn them all, if
they are neither hot nor cold, but lukewarm ; for
the Letters were written to warn the Clergy before
the Fast came; therefore I ordered one to be hastily
sent to the Bishop, and to have the Letters hastily
printed. So if they are now lukewarm, they are con-
demned from the very Scriptures they have placed.
If they say they have wisdot: and want nothing, then
I tell them they are blind and naked. I have coun-
selled them to buy of me true gold ; that they may be
clothed, that the shame of their nakedness may not
appear ; and toanoint their eyes with eye-salve that
they may sec; for as many as I love I rebuke ; and
this Nation I have rebuked, as there are many in it
whom [ love; but let them not think the French
- are sinniers above all men, because they have done
these things. I tell them nay," but unless they re-
pent they shall all likewise perish. Now let them
mark the lesson in Isaiah, the 38th chapter,—In
those days was Hezekiah sick unto death, and a Sign
was given him from the Lord. Now let the learned
answer what the Sign was for ? - Could I not have re-
stored him without gjving him a Sign, and do the
thing I had promised him ? Could he not take my
word without a bond? Yet I gave a Sign to Heze-
kiah. And now I have given Signs unto the Nation :
If they turn unto Me, as Hezekiah did, my threaten-
ings shall go backwards ; and I will save this Nation,
that is condemncd to die by judgments; but if they
will not lay it to heart, as Hezekiah did, they shall
fall by the Signs of the convulsions placed in the
Child. So here is the Sign set before them; and
the Signs of the Gospel are now come, from the
many false Christs that have appeared. Two false
Christs have written to thee; therefore I ordered
thee to keep their letters, to prove that false Christs
were come; and two others have told thee they

Al
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were the Christs, and wanted thee to trust to them
for Redemption. Yet they confess they never were
visited by the Spirit of Prophecy, or had any pow-
er given them of working of Miracles. So the Sign
of false Christs hath appeared unto thee, as well as
the Signs of Tumults and War. But I should actlike
men, to come to one part of the chapter and 7ot go
through the whole.” For I tell thee, that chapteris |
like thy writings.—The shadow fulfilled in the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and what followed after to
my disciples; but the end was not then; for men
have stopped where I shall begin—When ye see Je-
rusalem compassed with armies, know the desolation
is nigh; and that desolation followed Jerusalem.
But can man say the end followed then—to see mE
come in a cloud with great Power and GLory ? I
tell thee no—But now the time is at hand, that all
these things shall be fulfilled—and man’s Redemp-
tion draws nigh: For the Kingdom of Gob is nigh
at hand. But the fulfillment of the chapter * is as
much neglected by man, as they have proposed not
reading it through ; for I tell thee, men stop where
they ought to begin. Now I shall come to the 20th
verse of the other Lesson- —Believe in the Lord your
God, so shall you be established ; helieve his
Prophets so shall ye prosper. See the xxxviith Psalm
the gth vers¢ to the 16th—Those that wait upon
the Lord shall inherit the earth; and the xlixth
Psalm at the 4th verse—I will incline mine ear to
Parables. Now. I tell thee, the very Chapters and
Psalms, which they have chosen, allude 10 the last
days. The Sign given to Hezekiah of the Sun’s go-
ing backward, is a Sign how all shall go back-
ward, when those that wait upon the Lord shall
inherit the earth. =~ For those Signs were given
for the end. And now I shall speak from Parables :

* The xxxviiith of Isaiah.
1 2 Chron. xxth chapter.

c2
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" I have compared all thy Writings to Parables; and
from the Bible are Parables ; and I shall now come
to Parables here, from the Epistle—I have sent my
angel unto thee— ‘

- To warn the Churches here—
When the Creation first was laid,.
My witness must appear,
‘What on the Serpent {Aere was cast,
1say, the every blame.
And now 's the time it so must burst—
Not hot nor cold you came:
‘What Blasphemy was judg'd by ye?
Then, how will you appear?
Out of my mouth I'll spue you all;
My honour [ see here
You don't regard that you have err'd,
But say she does blaspheme
Against My Name; then now I'll shame
Thelearned sons of men;
Because your love 1 now will prove .
Not hot nor cold to be.
For soon the cause, 1 know, you'd prove,
If you had love for ME:
So if you 've not I'll tell your lot,
For shall spue you all,
If sickly is yourlove 'v ME,
To let my honour fall.
If you do say that blasphemy
Is in this Woman here,
And never try to stop Ler hand,
To make it to appear;
ecause to you, I'll prove it true,
he words I shall allude. )
The JEws they didnot so appear :
In fiery zeal they stood;
But worse than they you Gentiles he,
To CJ;udge she doth blaspheme,
And pever come the truth to see,
In honour to MYy NaME.
‘Then blind you be, I now tell ye,
Yea, miserable and poor; ,
Because your hearts are gone from Mzp—
You judge your earthly store
Enrich you all; but now I call,
Your nakedness I see; <
How, void of grace, you now must fall,
‘That have no love for ME;
Then e c salve here must naw appear -
To open all your eyes;
Or else the ditch the blind may fear,
For I shall now chastize
‘This very LAND, where now I'm come
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In SprRIT to appear,
For to give eve salve now to men,
And bring my Gospel here—
For where you end | shall begin,
My Gospel to go through—
MY KinepoM now is nigh at hand,
And all shall find it true.
So now take care. 1 warn you here,
‘That ye may bold}{v stand ;
When in the clouds [ do appear
For to redeem the Lands :
From misery—mankind will see
I shall the lands redeem.
And that you may lift up your heads
My warnings plain are seen;
T-g'e v do appear, | tell you here,
As shadows at the first;
Because the visions do appear
That in the end will burst.
So il goon where man did name®,
" If you believe your God
You must discern what there is penn'd,
My Gospel nust be know'd,
‘That so must come, 1 tell thee plain,
Then judge my prophets true,
And then the victory you shall gain;
For as I then did do
I'll do n?i(ain, ye sons of men,
If you like him appear;
JEHOSHAPHAT is In my view,
- Though man had ended here
Not to go through as he did do,
But you must go through all—
Or like the Gospel chosen by you,
I tell you this will fall. =
Yeu must repent and now relent
That you stoed out solong ;
Or else, I say to thee this day,
Your ruin now will come;
Because 'tis you my angels warn'd,
I say by my Command.
Then how, Oh! ExcLAND will you stand
For to protect your land,
IfI appear to spue you here,
As lukewarn friends to ME?
Yourselves with it you must compare ;
’lighr now IlI tII:is [‘!ell thee: -
at with the FRENCH you can't compare—
For hot and cold they b)e':
Hot in the zeal of their pursuits ;
And love to ME quite cold.
‘Then this to ENGLAND sure must be— .
‘The mysteries I'll unfold,

® See the Prayer read on the Fast Day, p. I1.
1 Only part of the chapter was commanded to be read.
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That this epistle doth allude,

And own the truth placd Lere.

For if MY KiNcpoM is at hand,

1 see they do not care:

And if My NAME thou dost blaspheme,
To ruinall MY land,

There is not love enough in man

Far Gop and MaAN to stand,

In LOVE appear to see all clear,

Their lokewarm heaits 1 sce:

And if their hearts aie frozen here,

Their ruin it will be.

For like the wind it now shall come®,
They'll find my fury 10 go on—

If now they mock ME by their Fast
They'll find my anger for to,burst.

They own my judginents do appear,

And for their sins I've sinitten here

‘Their gracioys Sovereign Lord the King {11!
They own'd my judgments in the thing;
‘Then let them know when it did begin,
That I at first did afflict their King,

And see my judgments to roll on.

From their own words 1 now am come

‘To answer back, in cvery line;

As they allow the judgments mine.

And thist told thec of before,

That in this manner should appear,

If men my anger did provoke—

1 told thee there I'd bring the stroke;

And now they've own'd the stroke is come! !
From their own mouths I'll now condemn,
I say, MY shepherds every where—

If they deny my judgments here,

When they have warn'd them in the Fast,
From their own words I now shall burst;
Because 1 said the stroke was there

When first the news it did appear;

And said the papers thou must seal$.

But now my mind I shall reveal:

Since men have own'd MY WoORDSs are true,
TI'll bring all mysteries to thy view:

1 meant to have them own it first, .
And then the truth I meant should burst,
How I from shadows did begin,

And brought my judgments in the Spring;
In the same month they did ap

That in thy Book was printed there:

* On Thursday afternoon the wind was very high and roared like
thunder, when our friend was writing the Communication in answer
to the Prayers for the Fast. _

1 See p. 5, in tl.e Prayep for ourSovereign, and in p. 25 of this book.

1 Joanna was o,dgred to seal up some newspapers, and all the papers
to be laid by. IR ) .

: ‘-
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_And now mankind have own'd it true,
That there my judgments they did go;
Becausc their sins had ME provok'd
Upon the HEAD to bring the stroke.
And now the stroke, 1 bid them fear,
For I shall answer from their prayer:
Let no man mock ME by their word,

v To own the judgments are from Gonp,
And then to give their Gop the lie,
And say my judgments cannot be

- Plac'd in the manner I did say:
For this was first thy Pmphe?,
‘That if my shepherds they did mock; -
Upon the HEAD I'd bring the stroke.
Therefore their Prayers Tllown them true,
*T'is for their sins they all shall know
That I do so afflict their KiNG— ,
And now their answers let thein bring,
And tell ME how it did appear
‘The judgments threatened heretofore,
What in thy writings I have seal'd ?
Let them seck out, to be reveal™!,
Or else the FEET 1nay tremble here,
Because the HEAD the pain doth bear.”

Now, my dear Miss Townley, you see the wis-
dom of God joined with his power in fulfilling the
words that have been always said to me, tkat out of
their own mouths HE would condemn MANKIND,
You know how I was told, the skadow of judgments
began in our land when the King was first seized
with illness, in the very month that was mentioned
that dangers would begin ; but as no man would own
the visitation of the Lord in it, you know I was or-
dered to seal up the Newspapers, and say the mark
still stood in the dark for man. But now men have
brought that mark to light themselves, by their
owning the visitation of the Lorp to our sove-
REIGN for the transgression of his people, which was
in my Prophecies ; for though I said, ‘if the shep-
herds did not lay it to heart, the Lord would cut
the land ; but it was on the King the first stroke was
to come ; and now that they have owned it, the Lorp
hath publicly explained it. So I do not fear who
secth the letter; for if the Bishops have any love
for their King and Country, and they have owned
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"the cause, now let them try to remove the effect.
Now what have you orI to fear, when we are guided
by a God so wondrous in wisdom, so wondrous in
working, so wondrous in council, power, and truth,
that would not permit me to say, publicly to the
world, the judgments were there begun, before the
wise and learned had publicly confessed it? Now
cill to your remembrance the former words.—By
the QQtz of May men’s wisdom I'll confound, and
in June I'll prune the sons of men; and now in
their own wisdom they are cut down; and where is
the man who can withstand the wisdom and power
of a God, whose footsteps are hid in the great deecp
and whose paths are past man’s finding out? And
though our weak sight cannot se¢ how HE will
bring- all things to pass that is spoken in my
writings ; yet, I see that Gop, whose wisdom never
has erred, is now shining brighter and brighter, to
the perfect day. So we shall see the SaLvarion
of the Lorp, if we are perfect in obedience to his
Command. But 1 am clearly convinced of the
truth of the words last year, ** that they all stood
but as water pots, before the time was come that
the Lord bringeth every truth to light; and we
‘have scen things but as trees walking; yet, I trust
soon we shall see all things as men.” Since I had
finished writing my own judgment to you, ffom the
wisdom of the Lord in this wondrous working, I
- was answered by the SeiriT in the following man-
mer s’ : ' ‘

Now from thy words I'll answer here—

A Gop in power shall now appear,

In every wisdom bright to shine,

And all shall know the Wisdom's mine

For to conceal it all from max,

Before 1 prov'd it by their hand,

‘To make them own MY JUDGMENTS TRUE,

From their own sins—to say it was so:

And for their sins, the thing is done.—

And now T'll try the love of maa:

1€ for their King, they'll now appear, <
For to remove MY JUDGMENTS tiiere, .
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The hidden mysteries to find out—
From their own words they cannot doubt
But ‘tis their sins have brought it on,
‘Then let the canse be remov'd by man,
If that their Sovereign they willfrce
From all his suffering malady :t

For still My wispowm is behind,

That thou another day wilt find ;

And MY SaLvaTioN all shall see,
That do obey like her and thec.

So Townley nothing has to fear,

If in her Fa1TH she'll perseveres
Because more wisdom she will see,
That is conceal'd from her and thee.
Because men's wisdom L'll confound,

* And make them tremble at the sound
Betore that I have ended here, ;
They'll see My WispoM shine more clear
Than by thy wisdom thou hast seen
Is shining, like the fervent Sun,

‘T'hat shall in splendour soon appear
‘With light too strong for thee to bear,
Without a cloud to stand bejween :
My wondrous working will be scen,
Just like the judgment thou dost draw,
And that my foes shall see and know.
And therefore Townley bold rpay stand
For to support thy written hand ;

And I'll support her from all harm:
Let no one fear the rising storm

‘That men can bring upon their friends,
They'llsee MY poWER isin the end.”

(Signed,) JoANNA SouTHCOTT.

(4

4 Extractfromthe 5th pageof the Prayersfor the Fast.
“ Have mercy, we beseech thee, upon thy Servant
our Sovereign, whom thou hast smitten for the trans-
gressions of his people.  We acknowledge that for our
manifold sins, we are worthy of the severity of
thy judgments, yet we beseech thee, incline thine ear to
us, when, with penitent and contrite hearts, we turn
unto thee, and remove from our Sovereign and from
us this dreadful visitation.
Dear Miss TowNLEY,

I Shall send you the Communication that was
given me, in answer to the Prayer after the Prayer

D

Diginée‘d by GOOS[G

NE



"

N6

( 26 )
for the whole state of Christ’s Church, that was to
follow, wherein are these words :—
" % And to all those that may be orduined ta suffer for

thy sake, impart, O merciful Lord, suck plentiful
succours of thy Holy Spirit, pour into their souls such

' gontempt of pain and death, kindle in their hearts such

love of - thee, and xeal for thy truth, fill them with
such animating hopes of immortalty, that after the ex-
ample of the blessed saints and martyrs of the primi-
pive ages, they may so stedfustly confess thee before men,
that having glorified thy name, by their sufferings here
wpon earth, they may obtain of thee an everlasting
crawn of. glory. And grant to us all, suck a denial
of ungodliness and worldly affections, that we may look
Jorward with hope to the consummation of all things,
and to the glorious appet'zrance of the great Gad and

our Saviour, Jesus Christ,”

Here is the Communication given in answer to it :

¢ I now tell thee, it is those who are workers with
ME to bring'in my Kingdom of Peace, that are now
suffering the reproach of man for my sake. *Who
else can they prove is suffering for my sake? Let
them apswer, who they are that are now suffering
for my sake, but only those who are now persecuted
for my sake? But I know the thoughts of thy
Keart : thou sayest, that men will say, those that
are called to the war are suffering for my sake.
But is thy judgment so weak, to believe it, that
they are suffering for my sake, when they are going
to a war to defend their own lives, and the lives of
others; and my Honour nor my Kingdom is not in

* their thoughts ? * Then how can they be suffering

for my sake, that have no love for ME, nor any de-
sire for my Kingdom approaching ? Then how can
they compare such men with my saints and mar-

~ tyrs? I tell thee, No: they cannot compare the

soldiers with saints and martyrs ; neither are they

- looking for the glorious approaching of the great
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God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. These things are
not in their thoughts; but these things are in
the thoughts of my people, that are now looking
for my Coming.—For on your heads their Prayers
shall rest ; for I will give a plentitul succour of my
Holy Spirit, and pour it into your souls, that are
now suffering for my sake—
. (/’/06‘
For on your heads their prayers shall éver rest;
And as they ‘sray'd. 1 say you shall be blest;
Because iny Holy Spirit here is come, .
And for to pour it I'shall still goon; -
For all their Prayers I'll turn a d.fferent way:
And let the learned now point out to ME
Who they can prove do suiter for my sake;
But only those my cause do undertake;
Just like the martyrs or thé saints of old,
Like my disciples, Ishall now unfold,
Who suffer'd then my Gospel to bring in—
And now my Kingdom if you will it win,
I know, reproach you'll suffer first for ME,
As Satan’s fury in mankind will be:
And so my friends must suffer for my sake;
Because the raze of hell in man will break.
‘Therefore my friends will suffer now for ME,
: And there my Spirit they with power shall see;}
And so their prayers shall rest upon your heads,
For I will pour my Spirit as they pray'd.
No other sufferers are there in the land,
That for my sake they now can boldly stand.
To say they are saints, and suffering now for Mx.
Bring forth the soldiers, let them answer thee:
If to the battle they go for my sake ;
Or like the saints my Cause do tundertake ;
" Just like the martyrs that did die before.
1 ask what oaths or curses, then were there,
When in the flames in love for ME they stood ?
Then how canst thou so vainly thisallude
Unto the soldiers, that do so boldly swear?
Hast thou net trembled oft their words to hear?
Then where the saints or martyrs thou canstsee
In any soldiers suffering no'v for ME 2
And from thy heart [ know thou answerest, none;
Then unto them that Prayer can never come;
For well I .know they suffer not for ME,
Nor yet my Kingdom do they wish to see.
Therefore 'tis judgments that be in the war:
And with the martyrs wilt thou this compare ?
No, no-: Itell thee, -they're no martyrs there;
Nor for my sake their sutferings do appear.

2
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And from their conscience they must owa it true}
For praise and victory is all that's in their view:
And in thy heart thou say'st the words are true—
They are not soldiers suffering for my sake; '
Nor will they answer that their life’s at stake |
For any love that they have got for ME;

And with the shepherds this cannot agree,

With saints and martyrs cver to compare ;
Because, the praise of men is all their care;

And nothing now they 're suftering here for ME.
Because my Honour [ do plainly sec

Is not rezarded by the shepherds there,

If they judge blasphemy in thee appear,

And not come hasty all for to prevent:

‘They must in silence say with one eonsent,

No, ’tis our Honour we come to maintain.

If thou from Exeter hear first from men,

Then for my sake must every man stand mute
While I with reason boldly will dispute

It's not my Honour you sought to maintain:

No! no! Itell you 'tis the pride of man;
Because your Honour you were afraid would fall—
And this shall be my answer to them all,

If they in London do not first appear;

Because the Warning and the News came there*:
Unto that City, 1 do tell thee, first,

And their Society must now be cast ;

If they can prove the Book in vice appear,

And cio not hasty come, to sec it clear;

For I permitted it there to come at first,

I'o try and prove them how they now will burst.
So if they do not come for to condemn,

‘They must appear to justify thy hand,

Or else no love they can have for ME.

*T'is but seditious books, I now tell thee,

That their Society do now suppress,

If they are silent now to answer this ;-

Then where's the love that men express for ME?
No, all my suftering friends I now do see

Are only those that wish iy Kingdom here;

And they alone men’s ridicule do bear.

For this | know they sufter for my sake;

And here with power shall my Spirit break:

And so their Prayers shall rest upon vour heads;
For here I'll prove my Spirit strong doth lead,

‘To shew my Coming unto all is ncar;

For so my suffering fricnds do now appear

To sufter shame and all reproach for ME:

No other sufferers in this land 1 see,

Thatnow can prove they sufter for my sake;’

* Sce the _adv—ertiéemen’t. in the papers, addressed to the Soci®ty for
the Suppression of Vice. -

Digitized by GOOS[C



( 29 )
-And here my Spirit shall with power break.
For with my suffering triends I'll now go on,
Until their sufferings all fon ME are gone ;
And then to joy their sufferings [ will turn,
And those that cause their sufterings then shall mourn
For in the end my suffering friends they'll see
‘To come in triumph every one with ME,
Enthron'd in glory, or, Isay, below.”
My suffering friends for ME I then shall shew
That they in ME shall fird their full reward ;
For all their love I faithfully regard.
So now; my suffering friends, let all appear,
And speak from conscience if they sutfer here
For.any love that they have got for ME,
Only my friends that now are join'd with thee;
And then to man I'll answer here again ;
But well I know it cannot be prov'd by men.
Therefore the Prayer they then made for the Fas¢, '
1 say, upon your heads that Prayer shall burst.

(Signed,) JoaNNA SouTHCOTT.

-

ON EVES BEING THE SISTER, BRIDE, AND MOTHER,
IN THE CREATION.

Dear Miss TowNLEY, . }}{ay 21, 1804.

I had a wonderful communication given me this
morning that astonished me, .when I came up to my
writing, and prayed for directions. It is thus:

“ 1 have brought thee hither with these two :
[Miss Townley and her Maid, ] who I callmy Mother
and my Sister ; for I said they that did my will, the
same were.my mother and my sister ; and by them
my will is done. Now I shall. give direc-
tions to thee, and tell thee what is meant by my
mother and my sister. . As a mother wishes to sup-
port the honour of her son, and the happiness of a
son, so does she wish to spend her time, and mone
like a mother, for my honour and glory, and for
the good of my brethren ; and as a sister that loveth
her brother joins with her mother, justso is her
servant now joined with her mistress; here is the
shadow of my Bible fulfilled ; as it is with the mis-
tress, so-with the maid ; as it is with the borrower,
so with thelender. Let my brethren weigh this deep,
and know, I called these two weinen my mother
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and my sister,and as my brides joined with thee!
Jor so the woman was in the creation, as being taken
from the man, she was his sister ; but as bearing him
children, she was a wife, and a mother ; thus was
the woman made at first, and this must be the state
of the woman at last, now I am come to free the fall
of women. Here I have placed you three, as rrue
helpmates for man; and as such let men receive you,
if they wish to be made alive in ME, as they diedin
Adam. For here all shall find is a shadow of my
Gospel began in you three ; and by the hands of
you three my wondrous working shall go on, till
your light shall break forth as the morning, and the
truth be made as clear as the noon day’s sun, that
the woman is the true and perfect helpmate for man;
for by the woman I will now complete his happiness,
but no other way will I ever accomplish it. -

So from you threé mankind shall see,
Your brother I'll appear;

The second Adam is in ME,

“Then sce the Bridegroom here,

‘To take the woman as my friend,
My mother for to be:—

1 tell you man knows not the end,
My sister they must see ;

My brides appear I tell you here,
For I am the woman's friend.

It is to make my Gospel clear

That I these things ordain'd ;

‘To have these three alike to be,
And see my Gospel clear.
. Then, my disciples, now judge ye,
My brethren all appear ;

And now see plain, ye sons of men,
How I've brought round this last
Before the trial doth come on

1 tell you so’'t must burst:

For to shew clear all are here,

And here I've place'd these three,
My Law and Gospel for to cleas:

p let my brethren see,

My will by them must now be done,
If brethren they will be.

Then I'll appear, I tell them here,
Their Igrotcer and their friend : —
Their conquering Saviour I'll appear

. . Digitized by GOOS[G



( 1)

And save them in the end;

From Adam’s fall, [ tell them all,

1 shall them all redeem ;

And let my coat be known to all,

It was without a seam,

Then now see clear, 1 mustappear,
All interwoven through;

No seam of sorrow shall be here,
When I've my work gone through,
So brethren ail I now do call :
You, by the woman's hand,

And if my friends you'll now appear,
‘Then by these women stand,

In perfect love let none remove
Your strong affections here !

And place no daggers in the hreasg
Of those to me are dear:

For if vou do, 1tell you true,
You'll place them in your own;

My Gospel is before vour view,

And let my words be known ;

My will is done, I tell you plain,
By these three women here:

And I their cause will now maintsin,
And let the land take care.—

For now I say to thee this day,
Their ruin shall come on,

If men mv words mow disobey ;

1 this shall answer man,

I've madeall clear, that1am here

In Spirit come again :

The mystery deep no man can clear
To prove from Hell it came ;

No, ‘tis from MEt, mankind shall see,
For so I shall appear, .
To prove my Spirit visits thee,

Antr other friends are here,

Whose hearts within to ME are known
Like mothers to appear,

And 5o a sister’s love is shewn—
And let the Land take care )
They do not mack, for now the strok
- Shall go throughout the Land;

1 tell thee, like thy Brother's Son,
Convulsions now shall come ;

If men appear as heretofore

And now despise the call,

1 tell thee, like thy Brother's Son,
I'll bring the stroke on all;

Year after year it shall appear,
Convulsions men will see,

‘The agonies the child did bear

In England now shall be, .

If they go on, I tell thee plain,

My Warning to despise,
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T shall not trifle now with men

If they do act unwise,’

To slight my Love, as now I'll prove

I'm come to set them free,

And all their sorrows to remove,

If now they'll turn to ME.

If they will not, I'll tell their lot,

Their ruin shall abound; )

And let the child not be forgot—

In May they heard the sound;

So May is come, I say, for man,

And may they all relent!t -

Or they will see such destiny

Will inake them all repent.

If they can bear my threatenings herg

And not the words regard,

But all my Love they disapprove

And not my Love reward,

To wish for me—thgy all shall see

My anger for to burn—

Ingratitude, they all shall see,

Shall find the same return :

But those that turn and now begin

In Love to wish me near,

They'll ind a brother and a friend,

A Saviour to appear—

To save them all from Adam’s fail

And set the prisoners free,

That now are bound in Satan's chains,

If men will turp to ME ; ¢

Then I to them will surely turn

And strong their Friend appear,

For my delight shall be with-men,

1f their delight be here

To have me come, .and dwell with them.

My Coming they shall soe, )

How 1 from Sorrows shall redecm

And from all sufterings fiee.

8o this to Sharp I bid thee send ;

And let them weigh all deep,

And then [l stand their every friend,

If now my word they keep; '

And warn them all, that great’s the call,

And great 'tis now for man ;

Because my Judgments strong will fall
f men now mock thy hand :

For I'll appear in words more clear,

Your Nation blind must be,

If altogether men compare

And judgeit not from ME:

And if they're blind, the ditch they'll ﬁnq

It hastening on forall : :

But if they see the mystery

And come to judge the call, -
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Then I'll appear to make it dedt

From Heaven is every sound ;

But if men say- they will pot hear;

In grief they shall be found ; :
And I'll not hear I tell them there

If they'll not now hear ME ; ,

‘When Sorrows in your Larnd abound

1 will not set them free.”

(Signed,) Joanna SovricorT.

Degar Miss TowNLETY, Jone 2, 1804.

¢ On the receipt of your letter that you sent to
e, from Mr. Sharp, of a Bishop’s returning hjs
two engravings of our Saviour and the Virgin Mary,
with these words, “ The Bishop of , 18
obliged to Mr. Sharp for the offer of his Prints, but
desires to be excused from accepting them: They
are fine engravings, and he wishes Mr. Sharp shewed
as much judgment in his religious opinion as skill in
his profession. —-—— House, ‘May 30th, 1804.”
This contempt of the Bishop filled my soul with
contempt. Oh, what a pattern do the ministers of
God’s word set before mankind, to fill their hearts
with scorn and contempt ! If Mr. Sharp, beinganar-
tist, is a judge of his profession, I confess the Bishog
has given him more credit for his profession than
can give the bishop for his profession as a minister
of God's word ; as I tannot give that honour to the
bishop. For we must give honour where honour is
due. But what honour can there be due to the bi-
shop from me, wheén I consider the thousands a
year they are paid -to be faithful Shepherds of the
Lord, to take care of his Flock ? And Christ died to
set them an example, to follow his footsteps. Now
if Christ so loved the world, as to die'for man; and
became poor, that we, through his poverty, might
be made rich ; ought not the bishops, that are made
rich by thc Gospel, to take care of Christ’s flock
that is committed to their care? Now I ask the
Bishop, who came to Christ that he refused to
bear, or whom he sent empty away ? What did
our Saviour say unto Pcter ? ¢ Simon, son of Jo-

B .
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nah, lovest thou me?” - Peter said, * Yea, Lord,
thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I love
thee.” ¢ Then feed my sheep, feed my lambs,™
were Christ’s commands. And.now [ shall come to the
Communion Servicé, for the preparation of the
Lord's Supper : ““ Let your light so shine before
en, that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father, which is in Heaven. Not every one
that saith unto Mg, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
_Kingdo’m of Heaven, but he that doth the will of. my
Father, whichisin Heaven. Therefore, if there be
any of you,. who, by this means, cannot quiet his
own conscienee herein, but requireth further com-
fort or council, let him come to ine, or. some other
discreet and learned minister of God's word, and
open his grief, that by the ministry of God’s holy
Word, he may receive the benefit of absolution,
together with ghostly council and adviee te the qui-
eting of his conscience, and avoiding of all scruples
and doubtfulness.” Now here, as faithful Shepherds,
they are in duty bound to give clear and right judg-
ment ; not to judge of ‘a cause unheard ; but to be
clear in judging, that they may be able to give
.ghostly council and advice, to the quieting of the
" consciences of those that have scruples or doubts.
Now this is the strict command to the clergy, if
they profess themselves ministers of God’s word.
And then where was a cause of inore importance to
- all people than mine is, to the quicting of the con-
- science of those that are called with me? When I
then told you, my dear Miss Townley, it is for
the quieting of our conscience, that you did the
will of the Lord to write unto him; then how much
is he bound in duty to give ghostly advice to the
quieting of our conscience ! But 1astead of this,
he refused to hear, and treated the application with
contempt : when not only our souls, but the souls
of thousands must be in danger, if it were possible
for a, wronlg spirit to lead” me astray. But on the

cortrary, if it be of God, as [ am firmly persuaded
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and assured, this wondrous visitation never came’
to me from any other spirit but the Spirit of the
L1viNG Logp, and the whole nation stands in danger
of utter ruin for their neglect. Strongly are the
words said to me, \f the Lord calleth and' no man
answer, they shall call, and he will not answer,
but laugh at their calamity, and mock when their
fear cometh. And now I am full of the fury of the
Lord, whose anger is kindled against his Shepherds ;
for deeply are the words said to me, it was the
Lord that worked in Mr. Sharp’s heart, to send the
prints of our Saviour to the Bishop, at the time
the Lord had ordered his words to.be sent to him by
you, and he has as much refused to obey the com-
mand of the Lord, as he rcfused to receive the pic-
tures of our Savipur. Now the contempt that the
ministers of God’s word, when they Erst treated
me in the like manner, sunk my spirits, when I
sooght them in the bitterness of my soul, and they
would not hear. This sunk my squlin secret sqrrow,
and in private prayer and tears I poured out my
complaints and grief unto the Lord; for as man re-
fused to hear mc I trusted wholly in the Lord, and
knowing I was so much their inferior in rank and
fortune, I bowed in submission with a broken heart
to their silent contempt; bur now I fird that you
are a lady of family and fortune, not inferior to
them, and Mr. Sharp, an artist of no low profes-
sion and well known in the world, to be t-eated
with this contempt hath raised my spirits with in-
dignation; sa I shall thank you, or Mr. Sharp, to
write tu the bishop, in my name, or your own,
what is the duty of a bishop, if he judge the call-
ing not of God. To try and prove it by his argu-
ments, and shewing his strong reasons, is the com-
mand of the Lord unto man. I must conclude with
saying, Iwish the bishop was as goad a judge ot nis
duty, as a bishop, as Mr. Sharp is of his engraving,
as an arlist ; but he cometh far short of Mr. Sharp,
for though he gave Mr, Sharp credit as an artist,
E 2
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I cannot give the bishop cred it asa bishop; un-
less, like Peter, he is convinced of his errors and
goeth out and weep bitterly. This I have written
ta you for your perusal, in the height of anger, as
you and Mr. Sharp are treated with contempt on
my account, as well as the Lorn, for doing the
thing that he had commanded you. Now, my dear
Miss Townley, you see how my passions were
worked, after hearing in what humble polite man-
ner Mr. Sharp addressed the bishop, and offered to
wait upon lis lordship, and give him every in-
formation; for the glory of God and the good of
mankind were all the ends he could bhave in view,
but the glory of God and the good of man-
kind were treated with scorn and contempt. But.
now judge my surprise after I had wrtten in
the height of my anger, as a private letter, to you,
. Iwas answered in the following manner : ¢ The pre-
paration of thy heart in thy letter to Townley, came
from Mk, for thou_art full of the fury of the Lord,
and all my fury this land shall find.—The enemy
shall break in upon them and destroy them, if my
Spirit, and my faithful servants are treated with this
contempt ; thereforé my strict command is to thee,
to have thy letter, thou hast written to Townley, in
the height of thy anger, put into print ; for it was I,
the Lord, that worked that anger in thee ; and they
shall see much greater in me. If they do not re-
pent, I will strengthen the enemy, to be strong
against them and they shall not be able to get out
of his power, for they are doing despite 1o my
Spirit and to my servants; and I will reward them
according to their works, unless they return with
weeping, as Peter did. Then will I shew mercy
unto them? and not destroy them; for the bat-
tle is mine, to give the victory which way I
will. So let the letter be printed, and my .an-
swer to it, for it is fatal for thee, or Townley,
or Sharp, if out of fear of offending. the bishop,
. my command is not obeyed ; for all men shall
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know thy writings come from the Livine Lorp,
who feareth no-man’s person, and ‘for my Honour
and great Name, I cannot save this land from ruin, - °
but for the sake of the shepherds’ searching into all
thy writings, to know, and to prove from whence-
they came ; for the word is gone out of my mouth,
and shall not return, till unto me every knee do how,
and every tongue do swear.” Here you see I
am caught in a net, by my own feet, thinking to
write you a private letter, I am ordered to make it
public ; to - kindle the wrath of mankind againsg
me; but what is the wrath of man, to the wrath of
the Lord ? Man can but kill the body, but the Lord
can cast soul and body into hell. Itis better for me
tadie, thanthe whole nation to perish, by my diso-
beying the command of the Lord ; so I must stand
the tnal of their fury; asin manI could never find
pity. Here I was ordered to add a parable that was
in my thoughts, of a man at Topsham in Devonshire :
hewas a man that my father teld me of, that had for
a long time been stealing of salt, from a salt trader ;
at last the ownet of the salt caught bim, stealing of
his salt ; he had filled up near a hundred weight to
carry away; when the owner came, who told
him if he would pay him 30l. for all the salt he had
stolen from him, as he had lost it for a long time, he
would forgive him. The thief paid him the 30l. anq
went and indicted the master, for concealing a thief,
and not indicting him ; and the master told my fa-
ther, it cost him five hundred pounds, and brought
him to beggary, poverty, and want; that he had
made it up with the man, thinking to save the ex-
pences of a prosecution: so to encourage men in
vice doth but harden their hearts the more. This
thing of the man I was ordered to pen, and now I
shall give the answer of the Spirit, that was given
to me in answer to this parable of the man.
Now thy fable thou hastended,
For to answer ['ll appear:

Like the thief 1 now intend it
My indictment shall be hese.
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But now within thou dost begin,
Thy, pondering heart 1 know:
Satan may with the thief compare,
But will the Lorp do so0 2
or to compare my honour here,
lElnlt;o'a thief that's tch.'“; ol el
e Brazen Serpent this will clear;
T For so I now shall burst !
On every man, that'sin your land,
In power to appear, .
If they do judge thy written hand
In blasphemy is here.
If they go on ta act like him,
And say they'll it forgive;
For the expences of the law,
The man thought he should save;
To harden sin he did begin,
Until it did abound,
And then upon his head it came—
Then tremble at the sound ;
For to your Land it so will come,
For sin you're hardening here.
If Satan now do guide her hand,
In herit must appear;
If it be not, I'll tell your lot,
You harden itin your Land.
In blasphemy I now tell thee,
Your nation it doth stand ;
Men do bl::zheme my every Name,
That speak against my word.
The shepherds now must own with shame
They do blaspheme-the Lord ;
If 'tis from ME thy writings be,
Then here they do blaspheme.
And won't my shepherds now agree
‘To know from whence it came 2
Then I'll go on, Itell thee plain,
With my indictment here
Until I've muﬁht the heavy load,
Their ruin shall appeat ;
As on the man the load did come,
His ruin for to be ; '
Because the end of him was known,
He was in poverty
Brought by the law, thou well dost know
His folly brought him poor ;
_ Because the thief, he welfor;ight know,
W;’NOt;}d qui‘ckdly steal for more; -
en he paid down the thir un
He harcﬁmn’d was insin. v
And so the man his sorrows found,
Because he'd harden'd him
For to go on in every sin,
Andhe the stroke did feel.
And perfect so is now your Land,
Your wounds I'll never heal
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While you go on to harden sid,
And rob ME of my fame. ‘
One way or other this is done,
For blasphemy must come ;
They all must know the truth is so,
If thou dost here blaspheme.
And like the man the shepherds are,
To let thee steal my Name;
Because like he the shepherds be,
That trouble think to save;
And with the man they do agree,
The mone{'s all they crave;
‘This is the likeness of your land,
And so they do agree;
And if this way they now go en,
They'll find his mverty
Will come on ail, both great and small,
For who shall you redress ?
As you're hardening sin in all,
I'll boldly answer this: ’
If now from ME thy writings be,
As I afirm them here,
Your land is full of blasphemy,
As men so boldly swear;
Against my name they do blaspheme,
And rob me day by day.
And 50 you let them to goon—
Give me the ﬁold, you say:
Sin may abound in every sound,
For ought that you do care.
Jyst like the man you all are found,
And so his end you'll share,
If you go on to act like him,
hinking to save the first,
I plainly tell you in the end,
Like him your end shall burst;
For poverty and misery
Shall fast u ou come.
My land is full of blasphemy,
hen tremble now vain men ;
For I'll make clear, I tell you here,
That 14¢he Lord do warn ;
But you my Spirit cannot bear,
. And back you all do turn
My offers all ; for now 1 call,
And do you all invite
For to receive my offer'd love,
But it you all do slight.
For like the Jews you hear the news,
And crown my head the same;
For back the thorns you now do turn,
Then tremble at my Name.
IfI turn back the coming stroke,
As then the Jews did see;
Your names like them must be forgot:
You'll not accept of M,
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%o have Mz, come your Prihce and King
Your Father and your Friend ;

Your conquering Saviour to appear,

A Y"iour Brﬁtl:ier in the end,
nd your Redeemeér to appear:
Bu{ I'll redeem my Fri‘:ands

That now do bear for me the spear,
AsIbore it at first;

And then my crown with me they'll share,

or so it now shall burst.”

Adieu! my dear Miss Townley, I have only time
to add my love; and good wishes, to yourself and all
friends, and believe me,

‘ ~ sincerely yours,
(Signed,)  JoaNNA SeuTHcoTT.

i

Dear Miss TowNLEY, Juse 3d, 1804.
.What a letter have you sent to me from a Minis-
ter, that hath done violence to his own understand.
ing! first to say, there was no such thing as prophe-
cies: and then to conclude his letter by saying, he
himself is a prophet. Here I shall place his words
that were in his letter, that you sent me. ¢ The
christian lowever, my dear madam, is so strongly
cautioned by his Divine Master against being de-
ceived by false prophets, and false doctrines, that
if he does surrender his understanding to enthusiasm,
and make shipwreck of a sound faith; while in pur-
suit of fables, and lying wonders, h¢ exposes him-
self, more or less, to the aweful fate of the false pro-
phet. Rev. 20 chap. 10 verse,—Woe unta them that
say, the Lord saith, when the Lord hath not spoken ;
who pretend to spiritual gifts, which are neither
ranted, nor indeed necessary in this Era of the
hurch, &c. &c. I am’an ambassador, an unwor-
thy one, I confess, from Jesus Christ, if you disre-
gard my warning voice; behold I am charged by
him to prophesy unto you, that he will laugh at
dur calamity, and mock when your fear cometh.”
i'n the Postscript he recommends to your perusal, the
22 chap. of the 1st book of Kings. Now, my dear
Miss Townley, out of his own mouth will I con-
demn him, as one of the false Prophets, he point-
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ed out to you that Ahab was sednced hy. Cana
man presuisptuausly say, he prophesieth in the'name
of Christ, and boldly tell you, there is no necessity
for spiritual gifts > Then he must be the prophet he
mentions, to say the Lord saith, when the Lord
hath not spoken. Then how can he be an am-
bassador from Christ, and a prophet in his name,
without he be visited by his Spirit ? Deeply are the -
words said to me, that the anger of the Lord, that,
was kindled in me so greatly yesterday, the 2d. of
June, was as much in consequence of his letter, that
the Lord kncw was coming, as it was for the bi-
shop’s, refusing to search into every truth ; therefore
the Lard worked in my heart, to place the Scrip-
tures in that manner, and send them to you; and
%ave that strict charge, they should go in print.
or the Lord knew what letters were coming from a
man who saith Lqrd, Lord, and thinks because he
is a minister he is an ambassador from Christ, and
‘thath authority to prophesy in his name, with con-
fidence and assurance : and this is the reason why
the Lord has so threatened the clergy, for setting
up their own wisdom, in opposition to the wisdom
of God. But what did the Lord say, by the mouth
of his prophets ? Prophesy thou against these pro-
ﬁhets, that prophesy out of their own hearts, and
ave seen nothing; and say the Lord saith, when
I have not spoken. For I neither commahded him,
. neither did I send him, is the word of the Lord,
now spoken to me. Therefore the threatenings of
the Lord are so severe to the bishops, if they do not
call the whole together, and let the cause be fairly
tried who is the true prophet, he that denieth spin-
tual gifts, and says there is no necessity for them,
but yet affirmeth in Christ’s name he is a prophet
unto you, and threatens judgments if you do not
obey his voice. On the other hand, I am writing
toyou from the Spirit, that fatal judgments will fall
upon you, if you do not obey the voice of the Lord
¥ :

Digitized by GOOS]G

\



( 42 )

and follow after spiritual glf'ts, that you may know
the Lord, .if you follow on to know him. l\ow
which are you to obey, God or man, judge ye? It is
your cause they must take in hand, which of the
two you are to obey ; and whether all the ministers
are prophets, the bishops must decide: or you will
. allfind'an Ahab’s reign shall come. Solet the cause
be fau’ly tried, who is the Micaiah the true prophet,
of who are the false prophets ? For he has pointed

_to the very chapter that T have threatened shall brin
destruction on your land, if they are seduced by false
prophets. And now he hath told Townley, the mi-
nisters arfe the prophets, without spirjtual gifts; and
I have told them thou art the prophet with spiri-
tual gifts. Then let the truth be tried; and this chap-
ter must be mentioned : . Ahab was seduced by false
p‘ophets, and was slain. And now he saith the mi-
nisters are the ambassadors of Christ, and they are the
prophets of the Lord. Then now judge for yourselves,
%c men of Israel; Ahab's false prophets were many,
ut the true prophet Micaiah was but oxg; “so the
false prophets must be the clergy, as he has made
the clergy the prophets,, and they are many ; but 1

am ONE and his letter has brought it to the ver
‘ ﬁurport of my writings, ‘and out of his own mouth he
as cast the clergy for false prophets, by the chap-
ter he allpded to, and made good my last books ;
for in them they are cast as™ false prophets; aid it

was said the shame of their nakedness would appear,
‘¢80 here you see the rope of sand, - )
‘Thatif as praphets they may stand:
Then sure your Land must 3l be cast,
Asin the chapter it'is placd.”

Here I shall end for the present, as I fear this letter
will be too latc for the post, and I am ordered it must
go to day, as the letter I wrote to you yestcrday,
and ‘the’ letter I have sent you to day, must goin
print together; sa, my dear Miss Townley, [ must bid
adieu. You will hear from me again to-morrow w1th
& full explanation of the whole.

(ngncd,) . JoANNA SauTHCOTT,
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Pean Miss TowNLEY, May the 2913, 1504
In what wondrous manner is the Lord now work-
ing, to bring every shadow to the substance | and
et it is in so easy a manner as though all came by
chance. ButI remember how deeply it was said to
me years agonc, that all thesc times; seasons, and
chances, were ordered and ordained by the Lord.
From the newspaper that you sent me, of an.adver-
tissment being put in the paper by my friend, who.
desires the religious Society for the Suppression of
Vice to examine my books and writings, and to point
out every false doctrine they contain; or, if onthe
contrary they should be found trye explanations of
the Bible, -thie society must feel it a duty to make
every laudable effort to spread the knowledge of her
books in the worldi When I had read the adver-
tisement, I was ordered to look the paper over, and
found a trial in the court of King's Ecqcb,' May
24th, the King v. William Cobbett. It was an In-
formation filed, ex officio, by the attorney general
against Mr. Cobbett, for an’alledged libel oa Lord
Hardwicke, the lord lieutenant of Ireland; Lord Red.
esdalé, lord high chancellor of Ireland ; Mr: Justice
Osborne, one of the puisne judges of the court, of
King's Bench in Ireland ; and Alexander Marsden
Esq. under secretary in the civil depactinent in Ire-
land.—I was ordered to take out this parf of the
trial :
“ I beg leave to say; getitlemen of the jury; that
the question for you to try, isthe quo animo wiilt
~ which this wtiting has been published: It compli=
ments the private virtues of Lord Hardwicke, but it
points out his defects as a political character. It in=
culcates the most loyal principles, and exectates re-
bellion throughout. His object .is clearly to excite
the vigilance of the well affected of both countries,
in order to secure them from the dreadful conse~
quences of sudden in‘surrec;ions, and the calamitics
. PAFE
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occasioned by it, such as unfortunately took placé
in Ireland, in the month of July last.” :

After I had copied these words, I was ordered to
mark the letter sent me, the same day, of the eight
men that are printing 4 Book against my Writings:
—Now I shall give the Communication that was
given to me, in answer to the above—

“In all thy Writings I have gone from Types
and Shadows; and this year I have told thee that
the Types and Shadows shall stand together. Now
i the newspaper, that thy friend points out thy

- Writings and Books to be examined by the Society,
the libel against Hardwicke stands. Now I tell thee,
no men, by all the learning they can invent, can
bring thine as a libel aghinst man; because ‘thou
hast done all in my Name, the Lord of Lords and
King of Kings, who feareth no man’s person ; and
thou hast done all by my command ; so if they in-
dict thee, it must be for a libel against the Lord,
whose private goodness to mankind thou hast point-
ed out through all thy writings ; but the public
threatenings arc pointed out to man the same. So
here 15 the libel that men must try, not as against
man, bat as against me, whose

.. Private Virtues' are all unknown to man,

‘That's in thy writings and shall ever stand ;
And that my private Friends they all shall see
My private virtues are made known to thee;
And so to man they're publisti'd all abroad,
‘To have my private Love for man made known;
But for the |l)ublic it may now appea
‘That hard the threatenings to this nation here,
If they in silence now these words do hear,
And do not seek the truth in all to clear;
+  Becausea week they'll surely find to come,
That I'm the Lord and will them ail condemu,
If they bring Trials for men’s honour here,
- JAnd will not seek my honour for to clear:
To prove the calling if it be of God,
1 tell them plain that hard they'll fecl my réd.
Because an awful week I'll bring to man— .
My J)ublic threatenings are throughout your Iand;
~  And if my honour you'll not here maintain,
. ‘Lo act for ME as you do act for men,

To bring the Trial, ¥ou say the Truth youll see,
For with this libel it doth all agrce, :
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My private footsteps and my Love forman
Aresurely publishd by her written hand;

But for my public theatenings that are here .
You judgd them hard, but they shall be sever®
1f now I see you shew more love to man,

To clear his honour, than for mine you'll come
The Truth to try—If you'll not seek to know,

I tell you plain, that hard my haod shall go;

For I'm the Lord, that she has written here,

My private Love to man she hath made clear;
But Fublic threatenings and my wrath severe,

I tell you now, shall come upon the Land,

If not for M you will the Tnal stand,

To know if she has forg'd my Name or no—
And to the press these threatenings now must go;
Because this shadow here 1 did ordain;

And see the Bill is put in by m frienc{,

‘To have the truth in all be fairly tried. .
And now they'll surely find, if 'm denied,

That hard my Judgments now shall be for nran;
1f for my honour they rcfuse to stand

The Truth in every thing to prove and try,
Since now for man they easy did comply,

To bring the Trial hasty on for mah ;’

And for my honeur now I bid them stand,

Yor I am the Lord, that every soul shall see,
That now commands this Bill put in to be;

And if to prove it you do not regerd,

] tell you plain, my hand you'll find it hand ;
For there are Libels printing now I see,

Against my howour, and they cast shall be,
Because they're printing now against my Name,
Against thy writings men are going on. .
Then sure T say they're printing against Mx,
And that with fury all your Land shall see,

If men don’t hasty come for to prevent,

And say, well try the cause with one consent,
‘To know from whence the Bill doth now appest
Against my honour men are printing here.

They must confess it is in man or thee;

For if thy writings do not come from ME,

Then thou art wrongly printing in my Name ;*
And then mankind fl{ surely put to shame,

If they in love for ME do not appear,

‘To prove from whence it came, and see all cleary
‘Whether or no they do come from the Lord
They all must judge. it by the written word, «~
Which from the world is now seal'd up from man.
For there in secret I have laid my plan,

The faith and wisdom first in men to try,

And then behind they'll fimd my wisdom liey
The truth of al] I then shall surely clear,

And they shall find the Lord of 1.ords is here.
That men in libels printing now they be

Agninst my honour 1 do pfainl see;

And so0 I say they surely shall be cast—s,
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For that's the way my Jury now shall bursts
1 say, these ignorant men for to condemn.
And now to trf the Cause I'm boldly come
$o with their fibels let them to appear

fore my Jury, and I'll cast them there ;
Because their words they never can defend :
‘To write against the Lord will man pretend,
When I do tell them, I oM Lorp of all
‘That in thy writings do this Nation call ?
And Lorp of Lokps I'll surely prove to be;
And hard is my hand, that every soul shall seés
If men dow't find a week for to appear
To bring the Trial, and to seeall clear.
So here the words are parted into three,
And as they are so 'twill surely be,
} men don't basty bring thy Trial on, °
To know from whence the libel now doth come.
For every soul that now have eyes to see,
They sure must know ‘tis in the Men or thee;
And now I tell them it is in the Men,
And that they'll find, Y1l prove it in the end.”

These last words were given to' me, in answe td
the letter you sent me, the same day with the news-

. papers, of the men at Stourbridge, that are now
printing a book against my writings, which is so
clearly explained, if my writings are of God, they
are printing against the Lord ; but if my writings
are not of God, men shew no love to his honour to
let me go on in his Name, to say the Lord saith, if
they can prove the Lord hath not spoken by me;
and that is as equally impossible for man to do,
without searching intoevery truth, and trying them
the way the Lord hath commanded them to be tried,
as it is for a man that is stark blind to judge of co-

" lours. Neither can any man judge colours in the
dark, yet in the dark they pretend to judge them, -
but are afraid to come to the light, fearing their
deeds should be reproved: This éommunication [
am ordered to s¢énd to you to have it put in print
with all speed. I am ready and willing to stand
every trial to prevent thé Judgments that threaten
us, and that hang over our heads.—I shall give you
art of the letter I received from my friend :  There
is a book now in the press, printing, and where seve-
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ral heads have been engaged in it, that are attacking .
Jourself, your writings, and your abeitors.”—.In an-

swer to myself, no man can injurc my character

without he doth it by falsehood and lies: for my

character will bear the strictest scrutiny as to any

thing the world can lay to my charge ; but as to my

writings, and from what Spinit they come, I am ready

to stand the trial. If they can be proved from any.
Spirit, but the Spirit of the living Lord, I will freely

give them up, and burn the whole. ButI cannot

suffer my judgment to be so easily imposed upon as

to believe such wondrous wisdom, council, and

truth, can ¢ome from any Spirit but from the God,

of Wisdom and of Truth, before it is tried by the

touchstone of truth, and then the Lord will make the

truth clear before them. Then how can men pre-

tend to judge of things they know nothing about ?

Fornone but them that havesearched intomy writings

can be judges of the truth they contain; and asto

the manner of the writings that men condemn, itis

but the fulfilling the Scriptures; for it is written,

The wisdom of God is foolishness to men—and the

wisdom of man is foolishness with God; and this

trath is plain and easy tabe understaod, as men

%0 foolishly pretend to explain the hidden mysteries

of the Bible by their own wisdom ; and they have:
explained it so many ways that the Bible can have

no meaning or explanation at all by the wisdom of
men: for the wise men, the learned, and the good

men, have drawn so many judgments difterent from

each other, that they have made the Bible Like a

rope of sand, that cannot join together; and so they

make their own wisdom, that will soan break in

sunder. But tl.e foolishness of God is wiser than all

the wisdom of men, like a threefold cord, that can-

not be broken. As soon as I had written these

words, from my own observation, I was answered in

the following lines :
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ow from thy wisdom, 1 will answer man': .
hou'st plainly secn their wisdom like the sand,

‘That 'tis impossible for man to join; .
But now my foolishness I'll make it han
Just like a threefold cord, that is not broke

+ - Bystrength of man, unless you do it cut;
And now 1 teil thee, if men cut it here,
Just like the rope of sand shall all appear,
¥ sag' in pieces—so I'll break your Land: -
And here I'll end it by the rope of sand ;
Unless they'll came and join it with my word,
And then I'll join them iike a threefold cord ;
Because my wea#ness, every soul shall seg,
Is stronger ‘than the strensth of man can be;
And so my folly in thy writings here .
Is conceal'd in wisdgm, that no man can clesr,
To prove them weak or foulish in the end.
But for to try men's wisdom, T intend
To bring it round in this weak foolksh hand, .
To prove that men were like thy rope of sand,
‘That by their wisdom they could never join ;
But like a threefold cord they'll now find mine
‘Fo break in picces all their ropes of sand,
For so they‘lr find my thregfold cerd shall stand.™

Here I am ordered to end my Book ; and put in
print that a Book is publishin%(against my Writings;
and it js said to me, the Book is full of blasphemy,
which will be proved hereafter. ButI do not be-
lieve the men designed to print blasphemy against
the Lord ; but they capnot write against his words,
ways, or wisdom, witffout it. This letter you are

esired to send hastily to the printer. And here the

ook ends.—So now, my dear Miss Townley, I
hope your great fatigue for the present is over. [
must conclude with my earnest prayers that the
Lord will add a double blessing upon you. Please
to remember me to all friends. Adieu,

And believe me, your’s sincerely,
(Signed,) JoaNNA SouTHCOTT.

[ Price Nine Pence.]

June 0!k, 1304,
Printed by S. Rousst e, '
Wodd Sirset, Spa Ficids,
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