
































































































































24 THE HISTORY. OF .

Lkt us now direct our attention to the Dio-.
nysia, or mysteries of Bacchus, which were inti-
mately connected with those of Ceres, and, per-

haps, still more with the mysteries of Free Ma-.

sonry. Herodotus* informs us that the solem-
nities, in honour of Dionysius orBacchus, were ori-
ginally instituted in Egypt ; and were transported
from that country into Greece, by one Melam-
pus. But not only did the mysteries of Ceres
and Bacchus flow from the same source; the
one was in some measurg interwoven with the
other, and it is almost certain, from - what
we are now to mention, that those who were

initiated into the former, were entitled to be.

present at the celebration of the latter. The
sixth day of the Eleusinian festival was the

most brilliant of the whole. It received the

appellation of Bacchus, because it was chiefly, if
not exclusively, devoted to the worship of that
god. His statue, attended by the initiated, and
the ministers of the temple, was conducted from
Athens to Eleusis, with much pomp and solem-
nity +: And after it had been introduced into
the temple of Ceres, it was brought back to

Athens .

* Lib. ii. The testimony of Herodotus is greatly corrobo-

rated, when we recollect, that there were temples in Egypt,

erected 1n honour of Bacchus. It is not probable that the
Egyptians would borrow from the Greeks.

+ Anacharsis, tom. iii. p. §31. Plut. in Phoc. t. i. p.y54.
Meurs. in Eleus. Myst. cap. 27.
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