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THE Trial of ’j]c‘gqpa Sédﬂ;ft:’ott,* at the ﬁ’qckingeg-“ Hop'fc,

Bermend(ey,gn the'year 1804, was, 1 belieye¥ the
moft sk yfat cvg o iodid. ! §: ol H?Sthcr
rifgér-nor wtdrs afid the offender (If (o fhe may
. callcd} was the {upreme '}xdfgc. The witnefles alfo that
were prefent were all in S1f 3P*the delinquent, and no
ene againft her, W t?en cay wpnder at herbeing ho-
n’ourabl-g acg% t _‘r'hpfif ogikion fenke will fay,
that (§ch a Trial can aford any fupport to a (pretended)
wiffion, (allowed-gveny by-it{advecatas to be one) of a very
extraordinary nftare’™ And §ct‘th‘is‘(P'anial, childifh, in-
-fignificant Trial is one of its prikcipal {upports. ™
“The Trial co menced on the jithrof December, and
lafted fevdn dayg. Fhe Court, copfifthd of ) 12"Jidges, a2
Jumymen, add Pur and iweénty Elders. The four and twenty
Elders wllude to Rev, iv..2@. .1 bave iead the Trial with
a great deal of’altention’; “and it appeais to me that the
proceedings of the. Caourt aye not only-hlameablebit highly
criminal : And as the:delufion is gettitig a littl¢ formidable,
« and the beft intereft of mankind concerned in it, I think it
incumbent upon me to put the public in pofleflion of my
fentiménts concerningit, 1nthus performing what appears
to me to be my duty, I fhall bring forward the principal
afts of the Court, agd make it appear, that they arc deroga-
ton to the Glory of God, contrary to reafon and Scripture,
and deferving the higheft cenfure. )

Firft then:—The Trial in itfelf was unjuftifiable. The
defign of the Trial was to decide, whether Joanna’s Miffion
wasof God, or not.  But this was decided before bythe Rev..
Mt. Pomeroy, of Exeter, who Joanna herfelf declares was
chofen of God for that very purpofe, and endowed'with
much extraordinary, wifdom;- oir ;purpofe to perform the
work with propritty. The “aflumption therefore of that

_office that the ju g‘a’c%“ww?adon; and the
exéreife thereol eatirely unwarrantable. . ,

The Couyt then is chavgoables .firf}, with afflunting aer
ofiié¢ it had no.right to; and fecondly, ‘with reviving a
caude that had legally geceived its death zlow.;:which revi-

val has produced the moit alarming confequenées. B
_.That jJoanna, and, ¢oriféquently, the Coart, ackno leég:‘{
Mr. Pomeroy to be chofen’of the Lord to ,é'}zann.a?s
judge,- 1 refer to-page 170, of * Whiat manner of communi-
«catiens are, thefe .. Thefe ara the words of Jo#nna’s fecre-
‘taries ; *“The Lord bad placed Pomeroy as Joanna’s judge ;
. : ' ST ‘pe;fealy
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¢ perfectly as Pilate was our Savionr’s judge.” -And for a

a proof that Mr. Pomeroy had pafled the fentence of con.’
demnation uqon her, I appeal to Joanng’s own -confellion,®
page 52 of ¢ The explanation of the Bible: % Aswrong as’
¢ Pilate (":on'd_emne; eur Saviour, much wronger-have you*
¢ condemnéd me;’ }}ro:p thefe quotations it is evident that®
Joanna’s judges have taken tog much upon them; fof?
Joanna, in thie nature of things, and. by the Laws 6f¢ ol and*
man, had po_right to any trial after fhe had received the®
{entence of condemnation from the Rev. Mr. Pomeroy. --‘It*
appears then that the Thial itfelf was illegal, and that the®
Court has dong;wrong in trying a caufe that was befores
legally condemped, = ... B
But the Court isnot only chargeable with trying a taufer

already tried, by that authority from whom there is no ap=r

peal ; but alfo with juflifying a caufe already condemned 4:

and this laft crror is worfe then the firft: as-the confe<" -
quence gis yery mifchijevous, and God. only knows how

great the evil may be.  ‘Whin the feed is fown it.is hard vos

predi€t the harveft,. When a contagion j5: gone forth; no

one knows what ravages it will make, nor who will falla:
victim tq its.devouring jaws. .The judges of whom I am
writing, aekhowledge themfelves, that if Joanna’s caufe:igh

adelylon, 3 will he e foju of thoufands, and tens of thou-

fands ; and 10 l:a.y tis'nat a delpfipn, ds a blafphemous.re-s .-

ilection.an;the yvigépm‘of him wha appointed Ms, Poméroy: . - -

o be Joanma's judge, Lo Y
. Lhele things beigg o, 4he confeguence of the Trial-isexe)

c;’cd,i‘nglﬁ aJarming, as the gverlafting happinefs. or-mifery!?

of thoufands of the humap raeeds involyed in it. - Neither-

is this allf&fxﬁg Tr’ig? is of that confequente, thateven Joannal, -

herfelf plaged the fecifion of her caufe entirely upon:itds

See page 114.0f the hook of ¢ The Trials? - - b ., sidslen
. Having rigw, made it appear, that the, Trialwas illegaly: -

tfxc.;{:ga equences alarming, &c, .1 fhall praeced:toiconfi«s

)

dér. the various acis of .the Coust, which will alfo appears . *

drrational and antichyiftian, and. deferving the fevereft cemwt
fure. _‘A;@' ‘here the firf}, aft that demands attentiomisithet
lifingupofhands, .., ~ .. . . . Tuesivier

This grand and momentous ceremony .was petfarmed she i
fecond day of the Trial.” 'We have it related  inithe Both.»
page ghthebyok callgd ¢ The Tyial,’ thus; W hen thegone1
¢ pemen engered tjx&{ om, the clergy entering firlt, fhaxalél
< ber tapgue tied, and was npt able tq, fpeak i . and-as shbs
‘[ r}fgﬂ%ﬂnp“ir},‘ cr copfufion incrgaled, andiin hepronadt
« gind e tholight e a?oula have fainted’away ; but te

- ’
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“ her great aftonifhment, when all had entered, though the

¢ felt as it were dying before, fhe was as a giant refrefhed

# with new wine ; without pain, ficknefs, or weaknels :

“ but floed up, and felt the Spirit of the Lord enter within

* her; to call them all to the remembrance of the fall: and
“ when fhe told them of the promife made to the woman, to

# hruife the fcrpent’s head, every man in the room keld
* up Ms Rand, to join with her in claiming the promife.

¢ Many other parts of Scripture they joined in the fame :

$¢ that Chrift muft be the helpmate in the woman, for the

 man, to bring in his Redemption.” Here we have the ce-

remony performed, and an account of its defign and cffects

the firft is ® join with the woman in claiming the promife -
tade 1o the woman, to bruife the ferpent’s head. The cere-

mony alfo fignified, that the Cqurt joined with the woman

in that remarkable fentiment and doctrine: % That Chrift

% muft be the Helpmate in the Woman for man to bring in his

¢ Redempiion, —Thele two points fhail be diftinctly’
confidered.

The claiming the Promife claims our firft attention. This
Premife is found, Gen, iii. 15, And I uill put enmity between*
thec and the W oman, and betweenthy feed and her feed o Ji sl
bruife thy Aead, and thou fhsle bruife his heel. ~This is the
promife that Joanna pretends to claim, and the Court with
wplified hands joing her it fo doing. Now I would atk by

_what rule pﬂoiib this text is calied 2 promife ? 1 havo mi-
nutely examined it, and it is as plain 33 poflible to me, that -
the 34th and 15th verfés contain the fentence dimounced en
the ferpent, and nothing clfe; and this is very for frote
being 2 promife to the woman, 1 sm wery fenfible that
Joanna is not the firft that has called it 2 promife. But howt
3t came to be ealled s promife at firft, I cinnet conjecture,
unlefs it was from that inordinite paflion, that mady '
Rave of fpititudizing every thing they mect with. It ig
well known that many palfages of Seripture beir a {piritu-
al as well as aljteral meaning. And as many people are
never fatisfied without going to extremes, therefore they wuft
feeds extract a fpiritual meaning out thofe paffages that will
oaly bear the literal. The factis; men are {o divided, that -
fome fee a fpiritual meaning in almoft every paffige, and
others in none : and beth the oncand the other are wrabg:
1beljeve and rejoice that many places in the Old Teftament,
Sadoweth forth Chrift and the Chriftian difpenfation: g
tofee the promife of a2 Meffiah in the curfe pronounced on
the ferpent requires amuch beteer fight that I am yoﬂ'eﬂ'e;l

of.
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#f. A few thoughts en the fubject will evince, thit only a
literal meaning can be drawn from the Text, Fitft, The
Lord was addrefling himfelf to the ferpent, and nat to the
woman ; therefore what was {aid or intended, was directed
immediately to the ferpent, and not to the 'woinan ; and to
fay otherways would be to charge the Lord - with that dif<
order that man would blufh to be thought guilty of : Imean,
directing his difcourfe to one perfon, aad intending what he
Taid for another. 1 would afk the advocates for this promife,
if they (on mature deliberation) can fuppofe, that Eve ani
the ferpent thought as they do. . :

That is : whether they underftand. that, while the Lord
was apparently denouncing a curfe on Satan, he was in_
reality giving-a moft gracious promife to the woman ? this,
is certainly too great an abfurdity tobe adm'tted. Secondly, -
that the Serpent and not the Devil is here intended, is evi-
dent, from Eis being called abeéaft of the field ; from which

- it is alfo clear, that "prior to his punifhment he was a bealt
of the field, and not an -angel, as fome have fuppofed.
Thou art curfed, (not above every ang.l,ordevilybut abové

. every beaft of the ficld. His going:on his belly allo is
applicable to the ferpent, but not to the Devil, unlefs it-be
fuppofed, that the Devil goes on his belly ; for the curfe is,
Upon thy Belly fhalt thou go. - R -

" His punifhment being to' cat the duft alfo corroborates the
fame fentiment, unlefs we fuppofe that ‘Satan feeds on duft.
The term of the fentence alfo unites' in fupport of the fame;

AU the days of thy life, Not for ever and ever;-(whic
‘would have beén moft proper if it had been Satan) but for

“the term of life-—Th¢ ‘renfaining part of the fentence alfo ih
“the’rth verf{e isveryapplicable tothe ferpent, but not to'the
"Devikis 1 will put enmitybetween theeand the wotman, and
“Betweeti thy feed-and her feed :* it-fhall bruife thy head, and
‘thou thalt bruife his heel:: This. between the womin and
“theSerpent is moft literally fulfilled. There is a fettled
“erifiiiy"between man and the ferpent ; the ferpent bites the
~hief, ot etrdeavours o to do ;- and the man turnsand treads
‘opbrhighead, ¢ 0 .o, o Tt liocoTh
~ ~Ind¢ed, there isnotone part in the fentencebut what,{on a
“fugpofition tlat the ferpent is'ment}is literally fulfded to the -
“Hd fmall fupport of -the fall:. while the dther -fuppofi-
‘*¥ion is without any fupport; and is big with abfurdity; and
“it does notappear to me,that the chriftian religion ftands
* inrmeed of any fuch force dnd' unnaturl explanations to fup
‘-port it, asit is well founded and fupported withoiit it and
fuch unjuftifiable interpretations do it more hurt than
~good, It appears then the court joined with Joanna in
. )} v pigitzed by 1OO0Q. glaimmin g
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¢laiming a promife that has no placcin the Bible. * But fups®
pofing there was fuch a promife given, what claim ‘h'a's..‘
annn'a toit.any more than any other woman ? and where is
the fenle of fuch a proceeding? It is founded neither inScrip-
ture nor reafon. There is not a word in the Bible about ,
claiming the Promife, from Genelis to Revelations, and I am' |
thoroughly periuaded, it isnothing but a Satanick invention ; ,
a novelty, intended as a bait, to entice and eaptivate thofe
that have itching ears. - Itis the offspring of vain glory, to
advance the author’s great name amongft mankind; and this
(through the caprice of the credulous, and the duphicity of
the Court,) it has amply obtained.  Joanna is {o high in the
favour of God, as to be {elefted from the inconceiveable
mafs of human beings, to claim the promife. Great there:
fore is Joanna of the Englifh! yea, far greater then Diana ol
the Ephefians ! Thus much for the claiming the Promife =
The next is that ** Chrift mufl be the helpmate in the woman;
¢ for man, to bring in his redemption.”” That is to fay, by
the lifing up of hands was ratified and confirmed, that -
eftablifhed doctrine of Joanna’s, that man’sredemption could -
not be effected but by the joint effarts and co-operation 6
Jefus and Joanna. That this is an cftablifhed doctrine in
Joanua’s infpired writings, I refer the reader to page 69 of .
“ The anfwer of the Lord to the powers of darknels.” .-
¢ Toclearmy honour I cannot free man,
 But by the WOMAN 1’ ‘ -

And that the woman cannot effect it without the help of
Chrift needs no proof : fothat by the paffage juft quoted, as
well as the wlholetenor of Joanna’s writings, the co-operd- -
tion of Jefus and Joanna is indifpenfably neceflaxy. .

Now this doctrine I muft take the liberty to leave out of
my creed ; and my realon is, becaule | cannot find any -
fuch doétrine in my Bible. For in that 1 find, that Chrilt
trod the wineprefs alone, Haiah 1xiil. 3. And that there is
but gne Mediator between God and man, the Man Chrift Fefus.

And as 1 leave this doctrine out of my creed, fo 1 think 1t
.my duty to treat it with contempt, and alfo to treat the
court with like contempt for fupporting it, by the lifting up .
~of their hands in its favour. .

The next -account we have of the lifting up of bands, is
in pagegt. Thus,*After the reading of this communication the
* allumbly inflantly Rood up, and, with uplifted hands,one and
** al),'cried out, The will of the Lord be done.

In ordér that the reader might underftand this, hemuftbe
informed, that Joanna was, at her Trial, to have been thrown
Juto a trance.  So {he prophecied, and fo the people expect-
ed.  In confequence of which Mrs, Beacraft bought oil
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- gnd+flannel to anoint her feet, and wrapthem in.See page 78’
The trance being thuspredifted and expe&ted, firengthened -
the people’s faith in the miflion; for who would fuppofe,
“that any perfon would . predict fuch a thing without bein
certain that, at the appointed, time, it .would take place
however the time drew near for the trance to take place,'even
to the day : for, according to the prophecy, the trance was
to proceed the breaking the feals. See page 130.° Now the
witgefles had all been examined, and the court was ready te
break the feals, and open the fealed writings. Joanna was
now.in.an awful fituation, and, as may be fuppofed, very
thoughtful concerning the tragnge ; and as flie had no reafon
1o expel it; her, head muft be full of fchemes how to eluda
it without confufion. At length- a plan was {uggefted and
fixed 3 and the evening before the trance was-to take placa, -
Joanna,pretended 10 be very cheerful; and told Mrs. Unders
wood, that fhe longed for the'mpriow 1o come, and neves
wifhed morg for aday in her life, Iftherc:was any truth in
in this, it muff be that her difficulties may be the fooner
over. H e . . . \ ‘e
This affe@ed cheerfulnefls was aneceflary mafk for her dif-
trefs, for which it.was no doubt;intended. In the night fhe
tells us, the was very earneft in pgayer, that this day the Lord
would.throw her.into the trance; but, mark the anfwer}"
Initead of being tohd fhe fhould be thrown into the trance ac»
cording to the word of the Lord ; inftead of being told that
he. who'had promifed would alfo fulfil, being.the fame yef.
crday, to day, and for ever, without wavering or fhadow of
turnipg. -~ . e . oy
Inftead of being reminded of what the Spirit promifed her
at her firft fetting out : viz. that. whatever he fhould put-
into her mouth, that he would do upon the earth; inftead
of this, {he was told, ¢ She knew not what fhe was praying
¢ for ; and thatif fhe prayed for her trance now, fhe prayed
¢¢ for her death : for {he never fhould live long afterit, only
¢ tareturnand tell them what fhe had feen.” It muft be fup- |
Jpofed that this anfwer, {o very different to what fhe had rca-
-fon to expeft, muft be to the prophetefs a dreadful fhock,
‘even to the centre; for what could fhe fuppofe the.peaple
would think of her and her miffion, if the trance nfid not
take place as predifted? However,a communication is made
up* o fet afide. the trance, which fhe knew was very difficult
to be counterfeited. The Spirit tells her (asbefore obferved)
that if {he prayed for her trance now, fhe prayed for her
death ; amf that-he muft either difappoint the believers of
the trance now, or ¢lfe faiisfy them, and take her out of the

- worl
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world, and bring on every judgment that is threatened t¢f
England; and that her death, and England’s deftru&ion,
muft be the effects of their fatal coriofity. Then the Spirit
goes on thus : ¢ Ifall the truths that have been laid before
¢ them, all the witnefles being called up, and proved the
¢ changes that have taken place this year, and all things
¢¢ that have happened before, and the manner I have brought
¢ it clofe to my Bible, and to my Gofpel, will not convincé
¢ them, without thy being in a trance ; then let them fay
* Thy oppofers are here ; for I have always told thee, an(i
¢ now tell thee again, thy trance fhould never come without
¢ oppofers; fo if it now come, they muft be oppofers;:
# for if theu haft no oppofers, now thy trial ends by my
¢ command; but now I tell thee, it will be brought on
¢ again by man, » -¢¢ Now 1 have told thee
¢ my mind ; and letthemanfwer it; and1 will anfwer thee
¢ again, Let them give their anfwer before the feals aré
¢ broken ; for I made thee faint the day that is paft to pre-
¢ vent them breaking the feals, till I knew their minds
‘Now, iftwenty-four ftand out, without we fee the trance,
¢ we will notbelieve; then twenty-four oppofers are pres
¢ {ent, and let their names be taken down. ”’ 2K
There is a great deal more in the communication ; bet
what it is tran{cribed is enough to fhew, that itisa madé
thing, and full of artifice. For, mark firft :—if the tranee
_is required, the confequence willk be dreadful. - Mark, fe
condly, Thofc thatrequire itareto bebranded with theoppro-
brious appellation of oppofers, which would be expefted td
_operate as a preventative, where every one was defirous of
being thoughta zealous advocate for the caufé ; Ahdto give
it a gieater flimulation every fuch perfou’s mame was to He
takendown. Mark, thirdly, To prevent their beingéntirel
difappointed asto the trance, it is promifed to take ptaghs
ther time, andthat veryfoon. After the fpi rit Tkdderé
them from demanding the trance by thus threatering ¥,
fhe makes a beginning to énicourage their fubmiffion torthe
will of God, by promifes (as Ifuppofe); this, ¢ Butif they
% fay, We wantno farther proofs, the will of the Ldrd e
¢ done and not onys, but he then feems to lofe himfelf, and
¢ glides into another. fubject:”’ : i
The communication being finithed, Joanna brought it o
court, afeéw minutgs after eleven o’clock in'the morttiig of
the third day of the Trial. She delivered # fhort difcourle
‘of -the purport of it, and particularly on the new -tight*ft
gaveto her Trial and miffion; after which the communication
‘was read ; and, as foon as it was finifhed, the affembly
inflantly flood up, and with UPLIFTED HANDS cried
’ Dlglli;ed by 1008 (@ ou"
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out, * The will of the Lard be done, ” as if they had faid, -
We very willingly difpen(e with thetrance. Thus the Pro-
phetefs came oft triumphant, and by her artfulnefs, exirica-
ted herfelf out of this dilemma, as eafy as out of that con~
cerning her father's death.

Having now explained the communication, and taken
notice of the artifices employed, let us return to the {ubjeét-
of lifting up the hands, which is here done, asatoken of dif-
penfing with the trance. And on refuming the fabje&t, I
feel as [ generally do whenever 1 think of it—very diffatis-
ficd with the proceedings of thecourt.  Joanna’s pretended
miflion is very eccentric, and heterogeneous tothe prejudices
of the people, and the prefeat mode of thinking : and there-:
~ fore to reccive and retain it, without any {upernatural evi-
dence, is the greateft weaknefs imaginable. What could in-
duce the court thus to act, is beyond conje@ure. There is
room. for {ufpicion, that there is fomething in it that wilinot
bear the light. The court had every reafon to believe the
eommunication was forged ; but the precipitatencfs of:
their difpenfing with the trance, evinced, that they cared
not whether it was forgod or not : for as foon as it was read,
# the aflembly inflantly ftood up,” and anncunced their
approbation, without giving it a thought, or faying a word
by way of confultation, Joanna obferves in her writings,
that  Men are as eafily deceived by the Devil as women, *.
and I think the has had a pretty good proof of it. Before I
eave this part I fhall take leave to make a little digreflion,
#n a fhort comment er two, en the communication. Firft
€om.—The Spirit rebukes Joanna's praying for the trance;.
and his argument is, that in praying for her trance fhe prayn
for herdecath. Now by the fame argument we ought not to.
priy for the Millenium, becaufe in fo doing we pray fos
the deftruRion of thoufands of our fellow creatures ; and yet
the Millounium is what Joanaa and the Spirit very much
exort the believers to pray for.

Second Com.—The Spirit fays. ¢ If thou haft no oppofers,.
# now thy Trial ends by my command.”” Hewbeit, &: Trial
did not end then, neither wasa there any notice taken of the
cemmand, Mow will Joanna and the court anfwer for this.
their difobedience ? And how does this agres with what
Joanna fays to Mifs Townley, page 3, ** Of what mangor of
tommunications are thefe 7 If we go one ftep from the
s dirofions the Lord hath given tome, we are loft in time
“ and to all etermity. “—I would fooner go t the flames
% a3 martyr, thaz go coe flep fm&hedirb&iomt&z hh:h‘
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¢ hath given to me concerning my Trial,” .

Third Com. ¢ But nowI tell thce and them, it will be
brought on again by man. ” One would fuppofe from thefe
words, that the Trial would have been ‘brjoi:'zg’h,'t on again im-*
mediately ;*and this is ‘much corroherated by ‘an expreflion
below :t'“ None but the fealed peuple do'appear, before thou”-
¢ meéteft the public : but whatever way I work, thou milt

-~ meeg the public before the days are over:” arld, again,’
¢ ForItell them all, what is begun by me, will end by _m@n.”f

e
v

This is to the point, and indicates; that there. was'to bé no' *

time betweer the two Trials. I prefumetherefore, that the
propliecy hasfailed, as no fuich Trial has taken place; and if
{uch a Trial fhould be brought forward now, it will be no’
fulfilment of that prophecy,” becaufe of the difference of,
time ; andyet the-oppofition that Joanna now meets with, is’

. looked upon as antecedent to that Trial.-

Fourth Com. {1 made thee faint the day.that is paft, to’
¢ prevent their opening the feals till 1 knew their mind, **
Strange that an omnifcient Spirit fhould not know theirmind
till he was told & T : T ’

We fKallnow move fofward to the néxticcount concern-’ -
ing thé:1ifting up of hanHs, which we fitid i} [')_z:ii]_e 91 fame! -

as theilaft. ' She‘thewed.thdtit{s & T?igf\d’iw ich fhe'is

4 called by the: Lord, and aot by #an ;" that the/affeimbly | -

¢ having lfted up their hahds, faying, '[jﬁ'fc_'w_;iiﬁ'éf,‘t}j];‘tf;i‘;,_‘ y
¢ be done,'is the fafling - é\&i;i'o}fl ’tl%‘g"[‘;?v_éﬁ;jr four’ ¢ deis’
 before him; and that fpeedily {he_-{}xoiil'd' be called toldp-,
% peat'before mah.” This'affertion; alluding to Rev.iv.io. .

¥ look -upen as profare and 'pieflumptadus, a;ngl’w’h}éh ‘the .
couit 6uEh't'-t6fhh‘ié"aifcéﬁﬂténar’lééd ‘and ‘réproved. " IF
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. ;ﬁd’thougﬁ tl‘ayl awfful;'Il‘ :xial;'is' nqt,'ie; begun ,.:yet' thy Trial

is called forward by me. And now. Ltell thee, if my
pirit had not been‘tierg to guard the heart of every man,

¢ Satan’s-arts would have worsed ftrongly upon them; to be

thy finaldeath, and have brought onthreeyearsiotal faming

 to gratify their curiefity; This curiofitybroughtthé fallat

:firft; and this curiofay was in the Jews, when they had

feen allmy,mitacles, faying, ¢ Let him come¢ down from the
D ' . * . .

‘ crofseand. we will believe him's but had 1 not worked

“grqater miracles before, than it was to come down. from

t the ¢rofs? And now 1 tell thee, the truthsof.thy prophe-

gigs that have followed aré greater than.thy being thrown

+into a¥rance ; becauf® tranges havebeen common without
“propheciesi:. And now:l tell thee; from their holding up
their Hands® to fay they are canvinced the calling is of

God; and ‘rejoicing o "prevént’ the- judgment, is falling
down before me, as (o refign to my wifdom, trufting in
my power, mercies, goodnefs aud truth, to give glory
unto my name. , Here they fall down before me, for me
toa& according tomy wifdom, inercies, goodnefsand rruth.
Now wlo fhall blame themi ?. Wi thall condemn them ?

“for it is I that juftifieth them 5 bus Lidd they been as pre-

fumptuous as the Jews of old, to have faid, ¢ Let our idle
cunofity now be gratified, if the whole nation perifh, we

“eare not fo long as we are gratified in a fatal curiofity 3

for unlefs we teedigns and wonders we will not believe.’

"Then'l tell thee it would have heen-fatal for your nation;
“and the world might hive condemnead their curious en-
-quiries, if they would ran fuch a hazayd as this. But
~nuw _let every mouth be ftopped, and every tongue be
¢ filent;_and know how thefe held up their hands far .the

gogd of . their king and country, that no fatal judgments

uyight come by their idle curiofity. Then wno is the
.man that can condern them ? And know, it wasprinted

in, thy writings before, 1 would fend _three plentitul
harvells for the fake of thofe whofc hands were difted up
to me, to {earch out the truth;.and now for the fake of
thofe whofe hands arelifted up; for the fake of this na-

' tion, they fhall ee the famuue removed from this natipny
_but they fhall {ec it in another ration, to know it is { the
"Lord have fpoken it.  lhen, with what heartful grati-
+ tude, will they fail down and worthip ME ! they have - -

already fell before me in faith ;. they are delirous of my
mercies, and n.t of my judgments; aud of my prote&ion
to the nation, that all may give glory, honour, and
) ¢ praie
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*¢ praife to my name: and, in the end, sl vaen will fay, Thap
& are warthy 0 be called to fo greut i talling. :
* 1n thiscostmusiontion the cloven foot is vi ;lnmnfr
snd liss avc its compunenit parts. It is prétended that, 3
the hifting wp of hands, the judgments of Gad are svert
from the natién ; but this is a palpable contradiftion to the
very of the miffion, and, the avowed defires and
_ prayers of the believers, which is the advent of the Milles-
nium, which (a8 is declared) cannot take place wihiout
being intrpduced by moft hegvy judgments. It might
therefore as well huve been faid; thatthé lifting up of liaads |
was 10 prevent. siid fet afade the Millesinium, and to fros-
trate the whelt of the mifion. Now is it poffible that fhie
court could be ignorant of this deceit? and if not ignorime,
why indifferent? why not deic® fo palpable a picce of
hypocrify ? And tiia hypocrify and inconfiftensy is flill
kept up and enqoun;:i;}orb‘od it invoked i the chapel . -
_evéry Sunday asd Thurfday to avert s judgments, and
yet the Millannium fo wuch defired; and fo foon ex ,
¢annot be brought in, till that day is-come and paft, that
thall burn as an oven, when ail that refufe to fign the lift
3nd be feated fhall be defiroyed. And 1 appeal'*m'{oaan’s
ewn conicience, whether her heart accompatiies her lips,
when {he prays for the judgments of God to be averted, dud
whethet fuch prayers are not eatirely inconfiftent with her
profeilion ? C S ‘
" Fo.raturn:’ The cowmunication feems cxpreffive of
the joy and gratitude of Joanua’s heart for having got fo
w-eli over that hill of difficulty, the trance ; and it cestainly
-gay be called sytribute of prmfe to the coust for itskind par-
tizlity and fingular readineis to difpenfe with miracles,
trauces, and all other fupernatural evidences. Nay, more,
fhe brings in the whole nation as tributatory, as well a3 her -
felf, being preferved by the lifting up of hands from fatal
judgments, which muft without it have been felt.  There
" is one thing more in the communication that muft not' be
pifled by. ‘The famine, that was, accordiag to the prophe-
cy, to be in England, was, &y the lifting vp of hands, ve-
moved from England. This was killing: two birds with
onc  flone; it anfwered two valuable ends: 1t re-
moved  the believers expectation of the predifted fa-
mine, and thereby wiped the bluth of cenfitfion off the pre-
phet’s.face ; and then it gave the courit he glory of having
precured a very diftinguithed national blefling. But here
s enc thing W be. obferved; The Famine, though
remeved
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removed. from  Fngland, was to be in another n-tion
this is not very consistent either with justice or mercy.
This is like a magistratg pardoning a condemned cri«
minal for the intercession of his friend, and inflictin
his punishment on his innocent brother,for the Frenc
are none of Joanuna's mockers. However, the famine
has not taken place neither here nor in France, where
" it was to be,.and it is now almost a dead letter. It will
be observed in the communication, that though the
famine wgs removed from KEngland, yet it was not
then destined to any other place, but Joanna :soon
found a place for it, which the reader will find, in
page 90, to be France. The believers, therefore, ever
since. the trial, have been looking for a famine in
France, but as yet to no purpose. . '

Joanna transferred the famine from England to
France, by observing, she had heard some things con-
cerning the ¢ tyranny of Buonaparte, which, if true,
¢ the ,f’rench nation must be in the moest enslave:]l and

* ¢ degraded state, and may merit the most heavy judg-
“ ments ; and therefore, the lifting up “of hands in
* this. assembly, for the will of the Lord to be
« done, was -a sign that the three years famine -was -
¢ averted from England to France.” .. . ..

So this grand feat of transferring the famine from
England to-France, was performed by the joint efforts
of the spirit, of the Court, and of Joanna. .The spirit
remeoved it from England by the .instrumentality of

~ the lifting up of hands in the court, and Joanna ordered

it over to France. Joanna, seme how or other, have
been a gréat while in performing her part of the bu-
siness ;- to be sure, her’s being more of an executive
nature, requires rather more time, but I think if Jo-
anna was in general alittle quicker i the d'spatch
of yublic business, as well .as -a little more punc-
tual to her word, it woyld pe much in her favour.
For whoever reads Joanna’s writings with attention, .
must see, that although she is very expert in the ma-
nufactory of prophecics, she is very slow in‘the ex-

-goution. , : S '

We now;come to the last time -of lifting up of

: B . o
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ands ; and though weé have already taken notice of
very great effects produced by this ceremony, yet they
are very diminutive when cowpared with what we find
m page 134, which gives an account of so awful,
august, and transcendant an effect, that a volume
would not be too large for its introduction. '
The reader will pardon my reluctance to name it,
as [ am persuaded the first hearing of it must operate
tike an electrical shock, and thereforé the mind oaght
to be I;1:;1:}‘»“«1, and, now if the reader is ready, it shall
be named. . By the uplifted hands, in page 134, Satan
was cast, and the woman was freed ! 1! “Thus endeth
the grand ceremony of lifting up of hands, the last
effect of which is certdinly the most extraordinary
act, the greatest and most memorable that ever was
performed by any human beings. 1t will certainly be
recorded in the annals of history, -and the annails of
fame, and will stand unparalleled in both. Joanni
says, Mrs. Bruce’s children will call her blessed, if so,
what will the people be called who thus lifted up
their hands? Mrs, Bruce assisted but one woman, but
the benefit of this deed extends to all the women that
ever was or ever will be. Mrs. Bruce’s benefit was
but a suit of clothes and a little money ; but this was
a deliverance of women out of that dreadfu! bondage,
into which the disobedience of our first parents- had
cast them. The reader will say, perhaps, he thought
women, as well as men, were redeemed by the bloed
.of Christ. I answer, most people thought the same,
till the contrary was revealed to Joanna by her visit-

mg spirit, who.said to her

« For man’s transgression I did die,
« And for them did atonme,
* But still the woman’s guilt doth lay
«Till Satan feels his doom.” /
Word to the Wioe, page 12.
That is to say * as I paid the ransom for men,
Satan must pay the ransom for women: anc th: - fore

he says, in the puth page of the beok of the trial
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. * This must bagin the womma’s tohgte,
o « And this she must believe ;
Tt “*That for her ransom here I come,

“'To make her foe to grieve.”

- Now 1t will be recollected, that Satan was cast and
the woman freed at one and the same time, by the
wup-lifted hands of all present.. - But to be a littie se.
sious, if the circumstance will admit of it, for who can
be grave, when, a thing so very ladicrous, gravity it-
self is challenged ? I believe if the Archbishop of Can-
seshmry was ta hear, that women were redeemed by
the bfting up of hands, ‘and the sacrifice of the devil,
his Grace would be ready to draw his mouth.
.. Was it required of me to find the strongest evidence
of mental weakness, that bistory furnished, I would
uce the circumstance ahove mentioned. 1 could
ave overlooked such weakness (as such) in Joanna, .
and like Pomeroy treated it with a mild reproef. But
" for & company of gentlemen, several of whom were
divines, to sanction such a thing is most contempti-
ble, and eught to be exposed.~Claiming the promise
was ridiculous enough.  Dispensing with the trance
wasvar{‘wak. " Transferring the famine from Epgw
end to Frence, was contemptible, But casting of
Batan,and freeing women from the fall,is beyond every
thing, and it is not in'the power of satyr to do it
ice, v )
1 What sensible and immediate effect this operation
$ad on the two characters, the woman and satan, is
a point that deserves to be enquired into, Joanna’s
writings are reserved and almost silent rather, on the
subject. I hope, when her trial comes on, she will
.be mterrogated on the subject. '
I recollect, indeed,that something was said of satan,
viz. that he knew he was cast, and therefore would
rome down in great wrath, and stir up the people to
come against her. The natural import of which
words is, that a very heavy persecution would imne-
diately take place ; but it is very certain that this pro-
phecy, like mostof the others, have fallen to the
Q. -
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greund, and the poor,devil was never mere ‘belied,
than in this one thing: however, he do’nt mind that,
but’laughs in his sleeve ; for there is no doubt, but
the father of lies is glad to have another child born
into the world. ' ’
‘The reader probably will ask “what is implied in
satan’s being cast?” I must answer I do not kuow;
it cannot be his being chained down, for that is.to be
a much more pempous ceremony, and it is to be dene
by Bazil Bruce: neither can it be what Joauna means
by striking her deadly foe. S a .
- There do not appear tobe an{.,thing init but amere
ceremony, iatended only for the woman’s freedom ;
for it is not perceivable that any alteration have taken
piace in} conséquence of it in the devil’s power. “He.
went ahout before as a ramping and roaring lion; seck-
ing whom he may devour! and so he has done ever
since; and as to the woman’s:being freed from the
fal of Eve, there are no visible marks of. it any more .
than of Satan’s being cast. There were some good
.women before, and they are not all saints since,— -
.Fleet-street, for instance, is as much.infested sipce,
sas before that time; and plays, balls, . and masque~
rades- has been as much frequented by.the. newly-.
‘redéemed, while churches and. -bave. had ne
inerease. How far the sisterhood feels the effects of
their freedom, I know not: or whether they expe-
rience a full dominion over the world, the flesh, and
the devil, but Iam inchned to think some of them can
_still say with St. Paul . Wheo I would da good; evil is.
present with me; and the good\that I would,. I do
uot; which is a manpifest proof that the flesh still
lusteth. against the spirit, so that.the freedom was -
not what St. Paul calis the redemption of the body.
Isliould be glad to ask Joanna whether she herself -
was redeemed by that ceremony, and what degree of .
freedom she has experienced since; that she did not
‘before ? She profesved to be more -than a match for
the devil before, and as for the purity. of her life, she -
.declares it would bear the: strictest scrutiny, . Hex
obedience is represented as perfect, for the spirit tells

‘
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her, < the marriage of the lamb is come, and hjs wife
hath made herself ready ; and that readiness is perfect
obedience to all the commands of God.” Iftheretore,
Joanna hasreceived any sensible benefit from the cere-,
mony, she must, since then have been doing works of
supererogation, as perfect obedience implied that she
did all that was required of her before. But if my
opinion is asked, I believe she has been loing works
of supererogation both before and since; for I bee
lieve, it was never required of her to prophcey in
the name of the Lord. I believe it was never required
of her to scal the people. I believe it was never re~
.quired of her to claim the promise; nor to cast the -
devil ; nor to add to the scripture; nor to suffer for
man’s redemption; nor to fast seven days; nor to -
dispute with the power of darkness seven days;-
nor to take up her bed and walk ; nor to fling the ba-
sin and break it against the wall; nor to stamp on the
floor saying it was the fury of the Lord, making the
house shake, and all that were within it to tremble;
no, nor yet to take off her linen, and walk the room -
naked. All these, Isay, are in my opinion, works
of supererogation, and highly meritorious, .and will
no doubt (one day) obtain that reward they deserve.
Our saviour says, Matt. vii. 2. Many will say unto
me in that-day, have we not prophecicd in thy name,
and in thy name cast out devils, and in thy name done
many wonderful works? But Joanna will be able to
say a great deal more than this, thus: Havel not pro-
phecied in thy name, and i thy name cast the devil ;
and in thy name sealed the people ; and in thy name
claimed the promise; and in .thy name sutfered and
received stripes for man’s redemption ; and assisted
in freeing the woman ; and have [ not disputed in thy
name with the powers of darkness seven days; and in
thy name fasted sevendays, and prayed till my life
was almost spent ? And moreover, Have I not gaive
a vast namber of proselytes, and converted éven se-
veral of the clergy? Have I not convinced them of
~ the truth of many things * hard to be understoody
., and barder ta be believed #” . ReS
B3
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" Thus, as at the judgment seat of Chrige, we shall
be permitted tospeak in ourowndefence ; Joanna will
have much more to say than other people of her des-
cription. But suppose we should be permitted toplead
what we are, as wellas what we have done ? Then Jo-
anna must have the advantage of every other mortal.
Then the interrogation may be triumphantly con-
tinued: Am not I the woman' prophecied of in the
revelations, the woman clothed with the sun, having
the moon under my feet? Am not I the bride, the
lamb’s wife ? And am not I the mother in Israel, and
the barren woman prophecied of in the old testa-
ment ? Ina word, Am not I the most distinguished
and exalted creature in the universe? Thus if'argu-
meut will be of any avail Joanna will certainly have
a great deal to say. But to return. It was said above
that thedevil knowing he was cast, would come down
in great wrath, and stir up the people to comeagainst
Joanna; it may probably be asked what is meant by
~ his coming down ? This is spoken, to bring it to the
scriptures, in allusion to Revelations, xii.- 12.. Wo
to the inhabitants of the earth and of the sea, ﬁr the
devil is come down in great wrath, because he knoweth
that he hath but a short time. But there is another rea-
son for this expression, viz. from the devil’s situation,
for Joanna says, hisscat is in the moon.

- Having now, largelg animadverted on the ceremony
of lifting up the hands, I shall proceed to deliberate
an another act of the court of no less importance, and
that is the canonization of Joanna’s writings.

Joanna says in page 49 of Strange Eftfects of Faith,
that her writings are an addition to the bible. The
Court- (after the witnesses had been examined, -their
depositions taken, cousultations held thereon, and
the whole business of the trial gone through and
completed) says as follows :

... Neckinger House, Bermondsey, near Londos,
- , : Dec. 11, 1804.

o We',whosg names are hereunto subscribed, being
“ invited by divine command, for seven days, to the

oy
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< examination of Joanna Southcott’s prophecies, do,
s« for the following reasons, individnally and volun-
¢ tarily avow, by our separate signatures, our firm
< belief, that her prophecies and other spiritual com-
‘¢ munications emanate wholly and entirely from the
¢ gpirit of the living Lord,” Book of the Trial, page
- 183. This is also confirmed by the fifth resolution,
page 79, thus— From the counsiderations of the
. % above questions, and the examinations of Joanna's
¢« writings, it doth appear to us that she is visited by
¢ the spirit of the living God.” Now if we consider
that amongst the names subscribed, page 136. and
1387 are the names of several of the clergy, we fairly
and justly conclude that from these assertiouns, avow-
als, and resolutions, the writings of Joatina Southcott,
are, as to the church or society of Joanna and her ad-
herents, properly canonized; that is to say, esta-
blished and confirmed to be of divine authority,
equal in all respects to the writings of the old and
new testament, and making with those, one com-
plete book of the revealed will of God. It is very evi-
dent. that the bibleis considered by this society, to
be (without this union) very imperfect. Forit 1sas- .
serted by Joanna, in -the preface to her first hook,
-Strange Effects of Faith, that the bible is a sealed
book. These are her words ¢ T'he word of God is as a
s¢ book that is sealed, so that neither the learned nor
¢ unlearned can . 'read (thatis to say, understand) it;
¢ for it wags sealed up in the bosom of the father, till
“ he thought proper to break the seals and reveal it
“ to a woman.” Having then proved, that Joanna’s
writings are, by an act of this synodical court, can-
onized : I cannot but express myself on its. proceed-
-ings, as the court expressed itself on the conduct of
the clergy, page 79, viz. * Our censure on them can-
not be too strongly marked.” o
Whatever blame attached to the clergy, for return-
ing the letters that were sent to them, I am sure a
thousand times more falls upon the conduct of those
gentlemen, who have thus joined the bible and Joan-
na’s writings together, which are the most heteroge-
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peobus and discordant. If the bible was full of -contra.
dictiouns before, (as Joauna says,) I am sure it is much
more 80 now ; and such an unnatural union have in-
volved it infinitely more in ditticulty, mystery, and
darkness ; which I shall spend a little time in proving.
In the 27th page of the Strange Eftects of Faith, we
have the beginning of Joanna’s visitation, - where the
spirit is represented as accosting her thus: “1no more
« intended thou should go to reprove the people, than
« { intended Abraham should offer up his son Isaac.
« I did it to try thy obedience. Now wili I swear unto
* thee, as I did unto Abraham. I will make with thee
¢ an everlasting covenant, and save thee with an ever-
*¢ lasting salvation. [ will reward thy obedience, and
““in blessing I will bless thee. And as I kept nothing
- #¢ from Abraham, I will keep nothing from thee. Thou
¢ shalt prophecy in my name, and I wilt bear thee wit-
‘“ness. VW hatl putin thy mouth, that will I1do om
*¢ the earth.” . ~

Thus she makes the spirit speak in the language of

scripture, and so artfully contrives the communication,
-as to create a parallel between thie men of God, and
herself; and between their writingsand her writings.

And this is a sample of that cement that she hasin- .

vented to unite herself and her cunningly-devised fa-
ble to the scriptures of truth; and this artifice is the

-wery essence of deception,-and the principle ingredient .

in that bait that she employs for the capture of the
‘credulous and unwary. But this fraud is easy of de=
tection to those who are disposed to detect, which (by
the bye) did not seem to be the case with the judges,
&c. of whom I am writing. I no more intended
« thou should go to reprove the people, than I intended
« Abraham should ofter up Isaac. - I did it to try thy
“ obedience,” . Because the Lord tried Abraham's
obedience, Joanna's obedience (forsooth) must be tried
also. She belonged to Mr. Wesley's socicty ; she had
been speaking in the class meetings of her having the

epirit of prophecy, but the people did not seem cor-

dially to receive it, gave her no encouragement to che-
. rish such notions, and, as she suspected, thought ra-
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thet contemptuoudly of her on aecount of it. Con-
tending thoughts therefore arose in her mind as to
what mode of proceeding would be most conducive to
her plan.  She thought Erst,' she had best leave the so-
ciety ; then a stronger thought came and told her to
go and contend with them. This she pretends was the
oice of the spirit and as it was a great trial to-her to
go to class meeting again, she comparesit to the Lord’s
commanding Abraham to offer up his-son Isaac for a
burnt offering.  After this her resolution of going te

. ‘contend with the class, failed ; but-té prevent its being
considered an act'of disobedience, shepretends to have
‘® counterimand from the l ord,- such} as Abraham had

- ‘when he was about to slay his son, thus: ¢ I no more
*¢ intended thou should go to reprove the people,than I
* intended Abraham sheuld offer up his son 1saac. ‘I
‘ did'it to try thy obedience.” again, “ Now will I
¢ gwear unto thee as I did unto Abraham. I will make
_*“with thee an everlasting covenant, and save thee with
* “-an everlasting salvation.” To this Joanna, *“ When
¢ these words came to me, my soul was troubled in
“ the dust-before God, and I began to cry out, what
4«aim I, -or what is my father’s house that thou hast
“¢ thus honoured me, unwerthy wretch asI am? 1:1dy
“~past life-makes me ashamed of: myself. These words

‘ came to me, .I will reward thy obedience; and .in
* blessing I will bless thee. - And as’I kept nothing from

¢ Abraham, I will keep nothing from thee. Thou
“¢ shalt prophecy in my pame; and what I putin thy
“.mouth, that will I do upon the earth.” - :

- This was what Joanna calls the beginning of the
. powerful visitation of the Lord to her. And which for
that reason, I call the beginning of her taking the
name of the Lord in vain, in saying the Lord saith,
when he hath not spoken. Icall it also the beginning
-of a dreadful delusion, that will é)robably end in the
author’s temporal if not eternal disgrace. - How far

. 8he was really deceived in this beginning, I cannot de-
- termine, nor-whether she really thought the impres-
sions of her mind were of the operation of the Holy
Ghost ; but this' I know, that she has had convincing
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fs amoe. that they were aot; and she mwst have
een coavinced for a long time past, . that the impres
. wons (or whatever else they may be called) she then
had, were nat from the Lord; se many of the
- things that she predicted .have never come to pass noy
ever can ; because the time fixed is expired, and there-
fore Lhelieve her to be a base impostor. [ have ex-
Ppressed my uncertainty as to the honesty of her inten~
tions at her first setting out ; bug it must be owned that
a mind, jealous as it ought to be of delusion, cannot
help discovering striking marks of imposture in the
first stasting off. For instance, one would conclude
fyom, the nagrative, that the Lord had ap to hep
38 he did to Abraham, and talked with by an aw~
dable voice ag he did to him, and it is evi she
wished every -one to think se; and this mode of ex-
Pression (and doubtless) for the same design is carried’
il through her writings, in consegxenqe‘of which it
. was generally mmnderstood, that the spirit’s habit of
#pealiing to her was by an'aundible voice, till I myself
caused ber to be interrogated on the subject, when she.
owned that speaking by an audible voice was not the
manner of the spirit'a communication ; which I have
. wogre perticulgrly taken netice of in my Frieudl'l\: Ad~
. dlress to the followers of Joanna Southcott.. This-I-
- ﬁy then must be done with a view to deceive, and it
if s0 glaring that a man must ehut his eyes that do not
sccit. Invery many places she expressly says, sheis
. answered as man answereth man, and what could she
say more if she really intended to deceive? Another
- —convinciag proof to me of her imposture is her quibble
- about her father’'s death ; and that shifting equir
* vocating concerning the trance is another; and the
whele of her proeeedings from first to last is another.
The sﬁirit in the narrative above cited tells Joanna that
@8 he kept nothing from Abraham he wauld keep no-
thing from her. She must be more conversant with
Abraham’s history than I am, to prove that the Lord
kept nothing from him. And she must do a great
deal more yet than ever she has dene, to prove that -
the Lord keeps nothing from her. And as a bare im+ -
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pression on the mind {suppobing it so to be) could far-
nish no foundation for saying it was so, Iset it down'
as a presumptious taking the name of ‘God it vain.

I shatl now return to the resolutions of the court, asg’
mentioned above, viz.—that it is the firmx belief of  the’
court, that the prophecies and otlrer spiritual commu-’
nications of Joanna Southcott, emanate wholly and en-
tirely from the spirit of the living Lord. -0

This Resolution is of greater Importance than a’
‘bare reading of it will evince. Look at it a little,
and it will prove to be of the greatest-moment. ‘Eter-
ni'y, and Immortality, are words of vast Import,
all the Substance of these is incorporated with the

_ Resotution. I cannot too often repeat the words of
the Rev.Mr.Foley—riz. « It is the cause of the Most
«* High God; or it .is the Cause of Error and Delu-
«¢sion,” and * If it should prove to bea Delusion,
# thousands and tens of thousands will be ruined.’
Therefore such a Revolution ought not to have been
determined without the most mature deliberation,
and greatest Caution. Eternal Happiness, and Eter-
nal Misery, are things not to be trifted with, nor

, treated with indifference. . RN '

I shall not think I have done Justice to a Resolu-
tton of such Importance as-this is of, without saying

something more about it. - .

Let it be obeerved, It contains the Confession of the

Faith of forty-eight Gentlemen, that have taken upon

themselves to settle a- most momentous Concern :

'vea,[according to their ownConfession] « One of the

¢ first importance that ever came e Mankind.”

T'his faith is a faith of no ({;rivate interpretation, that
coucerns only Joanna and themselves. It isa faith,
and a confersion, in which their fellow creatures are

interested. In which the public are interested, in
which the nation ts interested, in which the human
race is interested.  For if it is-of God it is fatal nat
to believe it. * If it shoyld prove a delusion, thou-

““sands and tens of thousands will be ruined” not as

Joanna says « If it should gero:: a delusion, no blame

can fail on her head or the ‘of believers.

1
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~ I£ then. this resolution of the court. is of so much-
importance ; -there ought to have existed in the au-
thors of it, a qualification to give it birth; otherwise
it was premature, and ought to be condemned. I
shall take the liberty thercfore to enquire, whether,
they possessed this qualification or not. ‘
. In the first place then, according to Joanna, they,
could not be qualified with out having an extraerdi- -
nary.degree of wisdom, for the purpose of judging so
weighty a cause. She says the spirit told her, that it
‘was necessary for Mr. Pomroy (in order to be her
Judge) to have more wisdom than she herself, and
that he should have five talents; and she acknow-
ledges also that before this endowment, he was a very
wise man. - From these assertions then, we infer that
these gentlemen were not duly qualified for the ex-.
alted office of judging this “most momentouscause,”.
unless a very great degree of wisdom was added to.
what they had before. Pomeroy had five talents added
to that degree, that prior to this addition distinguish-
ed him from other men, and yet all was not enough ;
he did net it seems execute his office right at last: how
. great a dégiee of wisdom then, ought to have been
gesgpwed on these men, in order to render them pro-
erly qualified for this high office; and for the esta-
glishmentvof “a'resolution, that so much effects the
Buman race? Now the question is, ‘was this wisdom
given them,or' was itnot? Thatit was given toPome-
oy, Joanna herself testifies, but she no where {as I
know of) bears this testimony of these gentlemen. We
therefore rationally conclude they had it not. Besides,
(unless my wisdom is much under the-standard. of
commion sense) they manifested by their conduct-that
they had it not; in their precipitate lifting up their
hands to dispense with, the trance. Every one will
have it, and go one can deny it, that ,pxte,mXitp.ncy‘ in
any weighty concern, is a great folly. | no man
can give any proof of his wisdom, but by deliberate
detersninations, egpecially in matters of moment.a
consequence. What must we think then of these gen-
tlemen, the judges, the jury, and four-and-tweaty
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elders when. we hear them declare, and that with the
warmth of enthusiasm. ¢ After the reading of this
communication the assembly ¢ Instantly stood up and
with uplifted hands one and all cried out, « The will .
of the Lord be done.” Which was the same as saying,
¢ the will of Joanna be done; let the trance be dispen--
sed with. T'his I am constrainced to consider «as the
result of that wisdom less in its degree (instead of
more) than what is commonly possest.. Ibad almest.
said preternatural. Itisevident then that these gen-
tlemen were not in possession.of that superlative dew
gree of wisdom, that according to Joauna, was indis-
- pensably necessary for the judging her.cause; and’
therefore cannot be considered as duly qualified. . -,
Again secondly.  In order to. conclude on so mo-
- Jmentous a resolution, it was necessary they.should
individually bave read the swritings although, beth
d¢hose that were in print and thoge that were not.-
“This is not necessary, in order to believe as an indis
-vidual: but to jnake a confession of faith, as the resul
of a thorough investigation, for the use of the whole
human race; it cannot be dispensed with.. It way
also further necessaiy that a mature deliberation ap

discussion should have taken place, - ..,
Now I'am much inclined to believe, that the court .
was very deficient both in reading and.deliberation;

aud iy reason is because there was not time. The® .

~whole of the seven days seems to have been takeg

- up igother matters, and this most essential part to-
tally neglected. : L ) .

.. Instead of neglecting this necessary part, it ought
to have been performed with more assiduity, firmness,
and resolution, than any other pars of the business:
for this neplected, whatever else was done cquld have
no good effect, but to deceive the unwary by an.os-
tentacious trial, that ad nothing of 3 trialin it but the
name, o . e NN
_. A formal deliberation ought to have taken place and
“the whole of it committed to writiug, and thence te
the press, that the public miglit be econvinced it was

- atrial,and nata farce. ... . ¢
. "Tbe, deliberation -ought te have -embraced eve
Ahing {in-the wiitings that appeared any way?doul::{c
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ful or mysterious, for tihouigh the forty-eight gentle-
men finnly believed in the mission, yet I should sup-

Rose that at their first enquiring izfo it, they must
"~ ha

ve met with some things that they could not easily
‘get over, (unless they were all ag precipitate in their

" . first receiving it'as they were in dispensing with-thé

" tramce, that 1s instantly embricing it without any in-
. vestigation) and therefore every thing that at that
. time operated -as an. obstacle” ought to have heen

brought forward and thoroughly discussed. ~ Joannd
herself says, that in her writing are many things hard
to be'understood, -and harder to be believed ; how defi-
cient then must these men have been in the execu-
tion of théir business, not to have deliberated on those

" ‘things, in order to facilitate their reception! Such a de-

- liberation ought to have taken place. Eyery thing ob-
~ Jectionable should .have been brought forward and
~ ‘cleared up; and a full and, particular account of the

- Lord.”

‘e

“same presented to the public. But instead of this, the
- ‘court thinks-it enough barely to say—“ We, whose
- *‘riames are. hereunto subscribed, being invited by

* divine command, for seven days, to the examination
of Joanna Southcott™s prophecies, do, for the fol-

" 3¢ lowing. reasons, individually and voluntarily avow,

* by our separate ighatures, our firm belief that her
« prophecics and other spiritual communigations, ema-

1

+ = nate whglly and entirely from the spirit of the living

: The-forty eight Gentlemen assert, they were in-

~-¥ited by-divine command, .for seven. days, to the ex=

amination of Joanna Southcott's prophecies. It might .
‘easily be known how faithfully they have performed the

" business of their high vocation. There were at that

time several prophecies, which, if honestly used, musg
infallibly have condemnéd their author foran imposter.
‘One was concerning the death of her father, which
the court knew very. well had absolutely failed, which

" is not even -denied, yea, which’Joanna herself ¢onfesses.

Sce Mrs. Taylor's deposition, page 65 of ‘the book of
the trigl, 7T oI AT T o n T i
Another prophecy that entirely cotidenmins her," {ex=

cept with those people who'are determined” that'no-

“hing shall do it) is found in “page 128 6f “the $trange
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Effects of Faith., “It is sai¢ to,me the Lord will
< begin his strange work with a new century, and go

““ on in such a manner to fulfil my prophecies, that in .-

‘- three years the major partof our land will be con- -

¢ vinced the Lord hath spoken by me.” ..

~ DR Py

If this propl

tar from the major part of the people receivingJoanna
"as a prophetess, it cannot be supposed: that the thou..

sandth part did, What use then, in the name of-
truth, did these _jud%les make of these prophecies ? -

Evidently noneat a In the name of God then, I

declare, that if they were invited to exaynine ifito Jo-

. anna’s_prophecies, they very unfaithfully discharged
their duty, not so much as taking any notice of - such.

prophecies as were against the cause, and acting with.-
the greatest partiality towards Joanni,” but against, - - -

God, against the truth, against the believers, and the

public at large; and also that they were neither by:-...
deliberation, examination,superlative wisdom, nor fm-.
partial conduct,” qualified _to close théir proceedings =

with that resolution, that Joanna Seathcott’s prophe-

entirely from the spirit of the living Lord.

cies and other communications emanate wholly agd ;=

. Ag to the communications alluded to, they are‘-ftilI?: -

of absurdity and nonsense, blasphemy-and- presurhp-

tion, lics and contradictions. hey rob the Deity of -

all his divine attributes. ~They raise their rcal author

to the pinnacle of pride, and very much debase their .

pretended author,Jesus Christ. Had 1 1oom to bfihg’it

recy had’ been fulfilied when the three:*
. years were up, the trial had not taken place; butso.

~

forward, I could raise a blush upon any man’s face to- -

see what despicable stuff is ascribed to the spirit -of
the living Lord. o SF 4

_ I shall- now conduct the reader’s attention to page . -

114 of the trial. « Here (the historian says,) she em--

¢« phatically declared thatshe must stand or fall by the: -

- % voice of this assembly, by the judgment now passed
*¢ concerning her. misssion.”
anna’s fate, and the fate of her mission, depended en-

tirely on the decision of the Court.” The court, on -
the other hand depended wholly on Joamna’s ve-- -

_ racity.; for there were no other documents to proceed
upon but Joanna's. assertions.” Miracles there were

c?
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. 28 ‘ .
none. The trance she had wriggled -heiself out of.
And the prophecies, though some had been fulfilled,
yet others  had not, and therefore they furnished no
¢riterion.. This being the case then, the court sup-
ported Joanna, and Joanna supported the court. - The
court depended on Joanna, and Joanna depended on
the court. The court led Joanna and Joanna led the
court. Thus, theblind led the blind, and both fell
into the ditch1!! “Joinna deceived her judges by as--
suring them the spirit s%oke to her as man answereth -
man, and she was confident she was led by the spirit
of God, and that her mission would be proved: by her
- being' in a tromce, and many other things. And the’
éourt deceived Joanna in telling her that her prophe-
c¢ies ‘and communications emanate from the spirit of
: the living Lotd, when scripture and facts testify the
contrary. ' o - o
But has Joanna throw n the whole weight of  her
. mission on the decision of the court? Then what a
weight of responsibility do the court stand under!
- Responsible to Goc, responsible to Joanna, ‘responsi-
. hle to the believers, and also to the public. May God
* alarm - their consciences, and open their eyes to see
their dreadful situation! This is no fiction, it is a re-'
ality; ‘and a strict account will most assuredly. be de-
. manded both of Joanna and-her judges. It is nat, and
I appeal to the searcher-of hearts to witness my since-
. rity. It is not because I wish either Joannaor her judges®
. any harm that I thus write, but that they may he eon-
vinced of their danger, and to prevent what I am cer-
tain i a delusion, from spreading any farther.. As-for
any enmity or malice towards Joanna or.anyof her
followers, T call Heaven to witness that I have none.-
" Nevertheless, for the cause of God, of truth, and im-
mortal souls, I think it my duty to expose imposture
and delusion to the very utmos’. though I do much
violence to my feelings in so doing, which every one’
knows that knows my heart. To-shrink from duty’
because it is unpleasant, is what both Ged and man
forbids. To omit a duty, be it never so ‘irksome, is
to commit a crime. Though to aflliet eur fellow crea-
tures is against our nature ; “*y ¢t commisserationlto the

.
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< wicked.is-crnelty, to:the just, and he who _spareshim
# is a just accomplice.in all his crimies.” -

To conclade, - ' a
Out of what have been said, there arises the fol-
lewing charges against the twelve judges, the jury,
and four-and-twenty-elders. - o
. First, the usurpation of an office they had no right
to, and for which {even according to their 6wn unde-
niable senfiments) they were not qualilied ; because
they were not posscssed of that supcrlative degree of
wisdom, that according to Joanna, swas necessury for
such an’undertaking. =’ R
_ Secondly, they are chargeable with supporting a
-~ cause that God has not supported. To support a cause

" that ‘we are ynder no moral obligation to support, is’ -

“crimihak  We are under no moral obligation to sup-
ort any cause that God has not, supported by an infala
‘lible sign. 'God: has not supported the canse of Joanna,
. by any infallible sign; we have nothing but ber, own,
" testimony. . 4 L
‘Our Saviour says, John,.v.-8Y. * If: I'bear witness of
‘mysclf, my witness is.not true, theyefore Joanna’s'tes-
timony of "herself’ is not‘suficient. - Agaiti, verse 36,
“I'he same works that I do bear witness of me that'the
father hath seht me..And again, X, 25.. The works that
I do in my Father's name, bear witmess of me. Aand
agein, verse 38. If I do notthe werks of my Father,
believe me not. 'The working miracles, is the test that
‘God has witnessed. every important mission by, since
-the creation.. “The fultilment-of prophecies, is a test
_for inferior missions ; but if one prophecy fails, that .
sest proves the prophet to be a fulse prophet, accord-
- ing to Deut. xviil. €2. Joanna works no miracles, her
. prophecies have failed ; and.as for the trance, though
" she proposed it herself, she tricked the court out of 1t,
Her mission " therefore, is without-any sypport frony
God whatever. N T,
Thirdly,the court is chargeable with ascribinglies ta
ok spirit of the living Lord.. For though the time was
ot then'expired mentionied . in‘all those prophecies §
_ have brought fooward in iy smoedyersions-of Jean~
. HiSouthicott’s praphiecies;. yet: at the time of the trial
there were semany of the prophecied thes Hiad 40 evi-
‘ , c3 . T
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dently failed as o flash conviction in every honest:
mind, and impartial lover of truth. - S

The many falsities that have issued from Joanna’s
pen concerning the death of her father, is almost
enough'to make one’s hair stand erect, We have a
full account of it in Divine and Spiritual Letters of
Prophecy. In page 29 and 30, Joanna gives the Rev.
Mr. Foley an account of her father’s illness, in 1799.
One night Joanna and several others watched . with
him, all expecting his death before-the morning. In
the morning Joanna took her pen, and the spirit told
her he would shew her in a dream of his death, which
she relates as follows, I was shewed it in a length
. ““ of chain that he wasin, which lasted through a
« large field from one gate to agother, and then the
“ chain pulled back. I told it my sister, and she
% asked 1f the length of chain lasted a month, as w»

« judged ‘him dying every day for some weeks: her A

* words were answered me in the following manner—
* One month thy sister doth allow, before she judged the

end; ]
*“ One xm;h yow'll see your destin/ what will befall the:
: angh. . o :
- Observe, the spirit said to. her just before, ““as }
compared thy fatlier to the nation in his life, soI shall
n his death,” The anewer ‘therefore that the spirit
gave Joanna to her sister’s question, - signifies that the. .
father would die in one month. So Jeanna understood .
it, as-you will find if yeu read on. I then judged
“ from my writings my father' must die that mentb,
* and that I should then see extraordinary events fall
% on the nation, but finding myself deceived, I began to
* sink in despair, and began to be jealous that I was
* led by a wrong 8pirit,. and determined in ymy heart,
“ to burn all my writings through unbelief.” Here is
(to speak plain) a lie, either from Joanna or the spirit,.
so plain, as to admit of no dispute. Joanna imputes
it to the spirit to save herself, but she gains very little .
b{ this, for if the spirit is a lying spirit, what becomes
of she and her puigsion ?  But the same page, viz, 30,
convinces us thaf a lying spirit is not satisfied with.
having told one bie,- g} we:bave - there an account of -
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several. After it was proved that the spirit had de-
ceived Joanna in saying in mystic, though determinate
language, that her tather would die in one month, the
lying spirit told her as follows : * The following year,
< 1800, it was said to me if he died by the length of
% chain, as I supposed he would die at the same time
¢ he was taken 1ll the year before, which was the 13th
¢« of July, but if he did.outlive the time, the myste

"¢ is great that lies béhind, for then he will live till:
% St. Swithin’s day, and then the weather all will
<« see, will follow 1 such floods of rain that it may
“ hurt every grain. Thus I understood my father
¢ would die last year, but finding he did hot, -and St.
¢« Swithin’s day come without rain, the deepest des- -
<< pair took possession of my heart. I began to medi-
¢ tate on the thousand- truths chat were in my writ-
¢ ings, how it wefe possible so many truths should be

" ¢ in them, and not all be true;; I thought from God,

¢ every word must be true.” Here are two more fal-

- sities, of which either Joanna or the spirit is the ay-

thor.: The one is, that the chain in the dream, which
before. was one m long was now twelve months,

- and that the old geMfleman-would die on the 13th of

July, 1800, being just one year from the time he was
taken ill, this was one lie; and another was in saying,
if he did not die thep, he woyld live till St. Swithin's
day, .signifying that he would die then ; and another
was itvisaying, that such floods of rain would then fol-

" low, -as to hurt all the grain.. Thus we have an ac-

eount in the same page of four or five lies, which even
Joanna herself acknowledges to be so, only she do net
call them by that name, but the dreadful effect - they
"had on her mind, evinces, that she had no other name
to give them. We have already "seen three differeht
periods successively fixed for the death of Joinna's
father, viz. August 13th, 1799. July 13, 1800, and St.
Swithin’s day. Now if we turn back to page 18, we
shall find another date that was fixed, viz. 224 of Sep-
tember, it is not said in that page what year it was to
be, but by consulting a few letters that was sent from
Joanna te different pegsons about .the. Iatter. end ‘o
August, and in September,- 1801, we find it was to be
4hpt year ; and this is cenfirmed in'a Yeftey to the Rev,
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Stanhope Bruce, page 34, where Joanna, finding havw
self deceived a fourth time, concerning her father's
death, is again full of trouble and despair, and eveny
wishing for death. This furnishes ¢mple testimeony:
. that the charge is just, and which T could support by-
" collecting a vast number more. The prophecy in page:
128 of Strange Lftects of Faith is evidently a lie, there
, Joanna says: ¢ It is said to me, the Lord will begin
< his strange work in the new century, . and go on im
¢ such d wenner to fulfil my prophecies, that in.three
- ® years the major part of our land: will" be convinced
# the Lord hath spoken by me.” Now I ask, was it
said so to Joanna or was it not ? Fer it either was or
was not, If she'was toid so, . then the spirit told a:lie;
If she was not told so, then she todd a lie herself: And>
if the spirit that visits her is the spirit of God.as she
:}alys, her saying :0, is. blasphemy against the Haly
Ghost. : ) ' -
. : The prophecy also, page 174 of Stmnge Effects of.
Faith, concerning the -trial.. is.full: of lies:the most no=
gorious. According to the prediction,: the trial was to
kave been a mlost awfil one, basls to Joanna and:the
"believers ; yet there was nothing™i it but -what. was
¢hildish, laughable, silly, and: contemptible. It. was to,
Have been'a trial full of contention aud opposition ;
but diametrically contrary to this,all.- was peace, unity;
4nd concord. It was to have been: marked with a
trance, but no trance was thére. 'The prophecy theres
_ fore is nothing but a notorious lie, and all these lies ard
fathered on the spirit of the livingLo:d,from whomr Jos
~ anm’s prophecies and: other communications, afteran
investigation of seven-days; are believed: to emanate:
While I thus. substantiate my charges ‘against' the
eourt, I cannot express my feelings upon .reflecting ont
‘the depravity of Joauna’s mind, and the awfulness of
her situation. I have just been reading iu the 18th
page of divine and spirituzl letiers of rophecy, the
prophecy Joanna published of her father's death ;
that he would die before the 22d of Sep. aad also of
_ other things that was given her-at-the'same time, ivigi
that ‘her sister and slie showld. meét at: the ! funeraly
. that her sister would: be pricked to the heart; and sayy
. %My Godand sister have' I Both denidd; . .Thig (Jod
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‘anna says) I was ordered to sedl up, and put.into the
hands of: Mr. Pomeroy, till the time was expired.”

~ In page 20, we find "Mr. Pomeroy urging Joanna. ta

try the spirit by ‘which she is visited. Joanna an-
swers him ¢ The Lord knoweth what I have put intg
¢« your hands as well as I do, and they cannot come.
¢ true without kim ; and to these signs T .will trust,
s« If ‘they come true as the former bave, all the world.

.¢¢ shall not persuade me theLord would ever let them

 come true to strengthen my hands if it was not.of
¢ God. Mr. Pomeroy answered. The Lord knows-
*¢ what you say as well as what ycu have written, and

" ¢ to these signs you and I must trust. A few days-

« after, I'received a letter from Mr. Turner, of Leeds,
“ which greatly strengthened my faith, as he wrote as
« if he knew the whole, I then wrote my fixed reso~
¢¢ Jution, and read itto my friends. 1 shall give you a
% few of the words,as the issue of all things are in the
“ hands of ‘the Lord, and he knows the signs set. he-
s« fore me, and put into the hands of his ministers. I
¢ now call heaven and earth to witness for me, and
¢ against me ; and to witness for me,if the signs come
¢ true, that it is of God ; but if they come not true,
« 1 call all to witness against me if I persevere any
¢ farther. T was answered, Thou hast spoken, and I will an-
«¢.swer. If the signsset hefore thgg come true, Heaven
#¢ and Earth is witness for thee.” ’ . .
- Thisaccount is contained in two of Joanna’s letters ; - one

~ to'the ‘Rev. Stanhope Bruce, dated Exeter, Aug. 23, 1801.

" The.other' to Basi] Bruce, dated Exeter, August 24, 1801,
. The time fixed for the signs and prophecies was the 22d of

September ensui\ng, but mark the disaster ! The awful period
arrived, but the events predicted, still remained in the womb
of uncertainty! Decath paid his visits to great numbers, but,

. not to the old main:  Sisters met at funerals, butno funeral

meeting between Joanna and her sister, as predicted ; and
Joanna was disappointed of the.J)Ieasure of her sister’s ré-,
morse, for baving denied.both God and her sister. )

- Here the reader kannot help vecollecting the solemn .en-

- gagement with Heaven and Earth, to persevere-no further,

1t these things did not take place at the time appointed ; and
it is well known that they did not, for the father lived tili the
12th of January,; 1802: who then can forbear to expose a
person that can thus run from the most solemn engagement,
and to pasch up the most sordid and contemptible, and even

blasphemous reasons for so doing? Reasons, thatjinstead of
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féconciling any perdons - to the act, ought 8 inspire them
with indignation, being in themselves blasphemy against the
Son of God, and an-insult té.commoh sense... . .
. Fourthly.” The ecourt is-chargéable -with childish pre-
sumption, in cdsting Satai. It is presumptious, becanse1it is .

God’s prerogative anly te cast Satan ; and it is childish, be~ -

cause geing far.heueath a farce performed’ by men and o=
men, itis more like childrens’ play than any thing else. |
. Fifthly.. The court is chargeable with unparalleléd pre- .

sumption,.in pretending to free the womén from the’ fail'of
damy., , . .. o o S
Sixthly. The court-is:chafgeable-ith ‘ektréiné weakness
i helping the woiman to claim the promise. - _ '
Seventhly. : The court iy chargeable with duplicity in dis-
, peasing with'the trance; and-:it1$ surmised, that:the gentle~

men in so doing, acted undet the inproper influence of-that: |
artful metace; viz. ‘¢ Thattheir names should be taken down,
- and they considered-as opposeps.”? . . . - . . .
. Eighth . The.courtds; chargeable with attributing to the -

inspiration‘of .Ged, . what.He, whom Joanna bas acknow- .

ledged as her proper Judge; has called nonsense.  ~ ',
" Ninth. . Thelcourt is chargeable with judging partially,"
and without due deliberdtion. It is ez'tsy, to conceive, that
so pompous and ceremionious a coiifession of faith a3 was
made by the court, without a critical discussion, and publish<
iig ihe same, must be productive of great rhischief; becausé
of the inflyénce that such a confessiva must have.on the uhs
thinking and credilous. . There are people, who are afraid 4o -
see with thieir own eyes, and' hear with their own ears.. Others,
there are, Who think thére is no occasion for thieir investiga-
tion, when persons, better capacitdted have done it for them.! -
Both these classes are sure to fall a sicrifice to this corrupt
influence. : A
. Tenth. The court is chargeable with pronouncing those
books of divine authority, that are nidtifestly contrary” to:
the bible, to redson, aid to common sense. C :
" Eleventh. The court is chargeable ‘with confirming a de-
luded woman ifi_her. delusion, and giving the greatest sanc
tion and support to imposture. ; S =
These charges are thé sum and substance of the preceding:
pages, which I have been led to write from an alarming con~
viction of its dangerous-tendéncy.’ o - :
Having now ‘fihished my book, I shall present it, rough as-
itis, to an impartial public, who will judge betweén me-and -
the gentlemen whom I have thé misfortune to oppose. - .

Of ihese gentlemen, Iknow but very few.” Those:l know,.
Irespect, [setting aside the miatter ia hand,] amd what' withs
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" this, and my disiaclination t» gnarrel I.can truly say, that xa
writing as.Ido, I take upmy-cross. Butwhat then?.I woul

do the same; was every thing I'value inlife at stake. Fon
what saysthe lip of truth? ¢ He that loveth father or mother
more than me, is not worthy of me : and he that loveth son or
daughter morg than me, is-not worthy of me: and he that
taketh not up his cross and.followetl me, is not worthy of me.

He that findeth his life, shall loseit. Mat. x. 57, 38, 30.
Therefore, was even life itself at stake, I trust' I sheuld
not cowardly abandon the cause in which I have embarked.
Neverthelesss, if the menagainst whom I.write, will come
forward, and in a manly and rational ‘manner justify their
conduct, and prove me in an'error: I pledge myseif publicly
to acknowledge my fault, - and declare myself ready to make
every concession. The press .is the glary of truth, her rod,
and her staff, and the boast-of all her friends, When Ien-
tered the field against Joanna, the delusion was making hasty
strides. By the press, and the liberty thereof, I have, in the
hame of the Lord of Hosts, lifted up a standard agaipst it
and I believe I have, in spme degzee, -arrested its progress.
By the press, facts are proclaimed:on the-house top, and ars

" gument, the best of ‘weapons; displays its energy.

If Joannn and her followers should find themselves offended at my pro+
ceedings, I advide, for their consolation, to swallow the pill ‘they give to
others, when t}u;y tell them, I am only fulfilling the prophecies,and there-
by giving the strongest support to the cause. They willalsorecollect what
was said at the trial, viz.—The Devil knowing he was cast, would come

- ‘down in great wrath. For toa certainty 1hey will attribute my opposition
tothe influgnce of the devil : they will récolfect Fsay, it was announced that
he would come down 1 great wrath knowing that his time was short. Now
if his time was short then,it must be shorter now ; and if his wrath arose from
his knowledge of his time being short, it must now be increased.in propor-
tion as histime is shorter, ‘and therefure, they ought not to be n'k)ved athis
fury  Tobesure, he has been a great while in coming ; but we know not
how long it may take for . spirit totfavel from the moon to this world,
Joanna saysit is a six day’s journey trom earth to heaven. Now supposing -
it to be as far from here to™t he moon, then it must take six days for his
opake majesty to perform the journey ; and again, if each of those days
should signify a year, ‘then it must take him six years, and this brings ‘it
exactly tight, as it is just 81X yea-s from 1804, to 1810,” the present year.
This brings to my mind what Joanna says her mother told ber, when she
appeared to her, viz.—That the Lord’ wasremoved from his throne, sig-

, nifying to come into this world to introduce the Millenium, If any other
perpon had said so, but oue * whose life would bear the strictest scrutiny,”
I should have thought it a lie, andeven now 1 belicve it to be an untruth,
because tie Lord has not yet made his appearance, neither bas his arrival
heen announced, and I cannot think the Lord can be so long coming a six
day’s journey. But I sup.pose (as the words are in the bible) this is ¢ to
bring it to the scriptore?’ like the mistake. aboyt the father’s death. Whe-
ther it s justifiable to uiter faleebuods, to bring ** a ennuingly devised fa-
ble” toahe scriptures: I lerve the veader to judge; I asuifully pessuaded
this is an untruth ; that Joanna's motber sever sold her the Lord was re-

Digitized®y (;0081(’.



36

moved from his throne; the nature of ¥he eircumstance éntirely refutes -
it. T have one observation more to obtrude on the reader, and then, if
mothing more throws in a claim, I shall put up my pen. I have been
asked, why I have so much against Jaanpa and, her religion more than
against other sécts and parties? To which Ianswer Joinna and her fol-
lowers cannot with any propriety be called a sect of Christians, Becauseé
Joanna’s mission, if true, is quite a New dispensation, and not a brauch
of the Christian. The Rev. Mr. Foley acknowledges this in saying, he
knows it to be one of the first importance that ever came before mankind,
and second only to that of our Lord when he wastricd at Filate's bar. Bes
sides, ‘it is plamnly represented in the book what manner of communica~
tions are these, page 20, 21, asa new covenant, which therefore must be
acknowledged to be a new dispensation, and not a branchof the Christian
religion. Indeed it is expressly called, in the pagesjust mentioned, @ New
covenant, and the oup is declared to be abolished, which orp can be no
other than the Christian covenant, which St. Paul calls the New covenant.
Heb. viii, in oppositiun to the Mosaic covenant, which he calls old. By
the same rule Joanna asserting the Lord has made a new covenant with
her, makes the Christian covenant old, and thereby she ex-ludes herself
from the Christian church. And indeed, all through her writings her mission
is set forth as quite a new thing. In the gospel, Christ is the grand olject
ofadmiration and exaltation, and the Apostle says we preach Christ. In
Joanna’s writings the woman is thatohject, and her preachers may say,
with equal propricty, ¢ we preach Juanna ! The church of Christ is comi-
posed of the different gects of Christians. from the whole of which Juanna
has separated herself, by excluding them froin the presence nf God, and
consequently from she and ber people. See Warning to the World, page
17." And as Joanna has excluded herself fiom the cornmeunion of Saints,
30 she is expelled the church by the word of God, for the Lord declares,
Fzekiel, xiit. 9. that such shall not be in the Assembly of his people. For

* these reasons then, I am more against Joanna, than (what s called) other

s

sects of Christians, with whom, even with all their different evrors, I con- .
sider afalse prophet, not fit to be compared. Thus far I have ad-
vanced against what appears to me to be a delusion ; and I Llelieve the
readerthinks [ amin earnest; yet I have not said half of what I wish to
say, nor of what | intend to say, If I am thought to be doing wrong, Jo-
anna hav¥in her connection men of parts and great abilities; these, if

‘they have truth on their side, might suon destroy the feeble efforts of a

mechanic, labouring under many disadvautages, besides that greatest of
all, viz, the being 'in 2 wrong cause, for. if Joanua is right, I must be
wroug; in which case Isay, it must be very easy for those Jearned gene

" tlemen to put a stop to my proceedings. [ use no weapon in my oppo-

ditiun but the statement of facts, and fairargument. These appeor to. me

to be no way inconsistent with that freedom of sentiment which every

man has aright to enjoy, and which I shall therefore usc by Heaven’s pera
mission till DELUSION falls to the ground.

F1INIS.
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