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sons that are fit-to govern Lodges, with their pro-
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The ancient manner of Conftituting New _
LODGES, with all the CHARGES, &c.
leevufe,
The Prayers ufed in Jewith and Chriftian Lodges
Alfo,
The Old and New REc vLaT1ONS,
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MY LORD,

TO ;THE mcﬁ'r HONOU!;ABLE
 WILLIA M,
Ear! Qf Biqﬂifzgton

AT the Reguept of feveral W orthy Free=.
Mafons, 1 undertook to publifh the following
Sheets, whérein I have endeavonred to let’
the young Breshren know how they ought to.
conduét their Aetions, with Uprightnefs, In-
tegrity, Morality, and Brother{yoLove, Sl

- keeping the ancient LMd—MZn‘ks in view.

On the pernfal, your Loﬁiﬁup will find,
that the Whole is defigned not only. for the
good of the Fraternity, but alfo to fhew the

miftaken part of the World, that the true
Principles of Free-Mafonry are to love

. Mercy, do Fupiice, and walk /mmlzly Ifefore

, GOD {

A3 My
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~ My Lord, to fpeak of your Lord/hip’s
Zeal for the Craft, or to tell the Brethren
that your Lordfhip has been as a Father to
- the Fraternty, &c. would be making a Re-
- pitition qf what 15 well knoson already

Nor-are the reft ef Mankind IL_/’: acqaint-
ed with your Lordfhip's Affability, Genero-
Jity, Benevolence and Charity.

- The Year 1740 has recorded fo much of
your Lordfhip’s Goodnefs and extenfive Love

to Mankind, that there is no Room left to
~ Jay more,. than that I know nothing to re-
commend this Work fo muck; as preﬁxmg :
Yyour Lordﬂzzp s Name. . _
1 .am, my Lord,
With all due Refpest,
Your Lordfhip’s
- Moft obliged,
Mot humble, and -
Mo/i obedient Servant
And faithful-
LAU DFRMOTT.
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TO THE .RIGHT WORSHIPFUL
PAST MASTER,} MASTER,*
WARDENS AND BRETHREN -
| " o THs
| ORANGE LODGE OF BELFAST.
| N, 257, i
- Sirs anderethkm,. |

To whom could I poffibly (with greater -
Propriety) dedicate this Edstion of AHIMAN
Rezon with Additions, than to yau who
* have confeffedly confiituted and cftablifhed one
of the firR Lodges of -Free and Accepted
Mafons in the three Kingdoms;, a Lodge,
that (fince September, 1780, “ wwhen st
was laf revived”) has been produdtive of
the moft munificent Aets of Charity and Be- =
nevolence. - ' .
You have, Gentlemen, * releafed the Pri-
 foner, comforted the. WWeary, and given
Food and Rarment to the Hungry and the

R t ¢& 4. NﬂkEZi..’
1 Amyas Griffith, Etq.

* John Brown, Efg. Major of the Belfaft Battalion,
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Naked? Your Lodge has been the happy
Afylum to Strangers, frieadlefs! tzll their
propitious Stars direfied them to you”  You
pay no particular attention lo Country, Rels-
gion, or to Station, but are happy in diffu-
fing Blifs indifcriminately to all the Honeft
and Worthy of every Denominations of every
Country, of every Perfuafion, and of e'very
Rank,

And you have nat only eﬁablzﬁ:ed one of the
moft refpeclable and numerous Lodges in the
World, in Belfaft, but you have been the
glorious Means of reviving the Royal Craft
all over this Province ; and Lodges which
- have long lasw dormant and negleéied, are
. now forming and m’orﬁztatmg with redoub-
led Ardour 5 sndeed, it is now not only ho-
nourable but fafhionable to be a Free-Mafon.
Go on and profper, and may your endeavours
to llumine the hitherto unenlightened part of
Mankind meet with that Succefs the gene-
O3S Undertaking deferves :

" Whicharethe earneft Wifhes and Preyersof,
Gentlemen and Brethren,
\ Your affeclionate Brother,
sLrasT,  And obedient humble Servant,
May 25, 782 o .\ )
THE EDITOR.




‘THE EDITOR: >
TO

TH E. READER.
I 'T has been the general Cuftom of all my worthy
_ Brethren, who have honoured the Craft with their
- Books ‘of Conﬁnuuons, or. Poctet companions for
Free-Malfons, to. give us a long and pleafing Hiftory
of Mafonry from the Creation to the Tine of their
writing and publifhing fuch Accounts,” viz. from
Adam ¢ Noah from Noah to Nimrod, from Nim-
rod to Solomon, from Solomon to Cyrus, from Cy-
rus .to Seleucus Nicator, from Seleucus Nicator to
Auguftus Czfar, from Avguftus-Cafar to the havock
of the Goths; and fo on until the revival of the Au-
guftan Style, &c.&c. &c. Wherein they give usan
Account of the Drawing, Scheming, Planning, De-
figning, EreQing, and Building' of the Temples,.
Towers, Cities, Caftles, Palaces; Theatres, Pyra-
mids, Monuments, Bridges, Walls, Pillars, Courts,.
Halls, Fortifications, and Labyrinths, with theé fa-
mous Light-houfe of Pharos and Coloffus at Rhodes,.
and many other wonderful Works performed by the.

Archite@s to the great fatisfaltion of the Readers,. °

and ednﬁcanon of Free-Mafons.*

" Having called to mind the old Proverb, Better ouf-
of the World than out of the Fafbion, 1 wasfully deter-:
mined to publith- a- Hiftory of Mafonry, whereby:
I did expe& to give the World an uacommom Basis--

fadion ;:

» dere. Whether /'ucb Hiflovies are oj my U_/c i
the fecret. MyfReries of the Grafti.
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fa@ioh ; and in order to enable myfelf to execute this
great Defign, 1 purchafed all, or moftof the Hiftories,
Conftitutions, Pocket-companions, ard other Pieces
{on that fubje@) now extent in the Englifh tongue.

My next flep was to furnifh myfelf with a fufficient
Quantity of Pens, Ink and Paper; this being done, I
immediately fancied myfelf an Hiftorian, and intend-
ed to trace Mafonry not only to Adam, in his fylvan
Lodge in Paradife, but to give fome account of the
Craft even before the Creation: And (as a feun-
dation) I placed the following Works round about

nie, fo as to be convenient to have recourfe to them -

as Occafion fhould require, viz. Do&or Anderfon
and Mr. Spratt direttly before me, Doctor d’Afligny
and Mr Sniith on my Right-hand, Do&or Defagulier
and Mr. Pennel on my Left-hand, and Mr. Scott and
"Lyon behind me. A Copy of (that often called) the
Original Conftitution, (faid to be in poffeffion of Mr.
John "Clark, in Paris) and another Copy of the fame
magnitude handed about in England, together with
the Pamphlet printed at Frankfort, in Germany, I

tied up in the Public Advertiter of Friday, O&ober

19, 1753, and threw them under the Table.

* Having tried my Pen, and wrote a Line, not un-

like the Biginning of .a Chapter in the Alcoran,® I ~

began to flourithaway in the moft admirable Manner,
and in a few Days wrote the firlt Volume of the

Hiftory of Mafonry, wherein was a full Account

of

®-Next after the Title at the Head of every Chapter”

(except the ‘ninth) of Alcoran, is prefixed the foliowing
Jolemn Form :— In the nume of the maoft merciful God,
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of the Tranfa&ions of the firit Grand Lodge, parti-
cularly the éxcluding of the unruly Mewmbers; as
related-by Mr, Milton. * '
By this Time I imagined myfelf foperior: to Jo-

fephus, Stackhoule, .or any other Hiftorian whomn the .
Reader will pleafe to think on.  And as 1 intended
to give the World a Hiftory of Mafonry for feveral
Years before the Creation, I made no manner of

- doubt but my Work fhould live (atleaft) two thou-
fand Years after the general Conflagration

Perhaps fome- of my Readers, (I mean thofe that~” -

. are beft acquainted with my Capacity,) will fay, he
has more Vanity than Wit; and as to Learning, iv
is as great a Stranger to him, as Free-Mafonry is to
Women ; yet he has the Folly to think himfelf am
Hifterian, and expe@s to become a great Man, &c.
Whether fuch an opinion be true or falfe, it mat«
~ ters nought to me; for the World muft allow, that *
(thoughno man-has yet fouad out the perpetual Mo
tion) all men ever had, have now, and ever will have
a perpetual Notion : And furthermore, we read that
the following Perfons, fo much famed in Hiftory,
were not only poor Men, but many of them of a very
mean Exira&tion: The wife Philofopher Socrates,
was the fon of a poor Stone-carver ; the tragic Poct

Euripides, ‘was the fon of poor Parents; as was De--

mofthenes, the honour of Greek Eloquence ; Virgit
the famous Latin Poet; was the fon of a poor Man-
tuan. labouring Potter ;. Horace, the incomporable
Lyric, wasthe fon of a Trumpeter in the Wars; Tar-
quinus- Prifcus; King of the Romans, was the fori of
a Merchant; and Servius Tullius, another King of

the
* See Payadife. Loff.
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" the Romans, was begottenon a \Woman-ilave; Sep-
timus Severus, is faid to come of a very bafe Degree ;
Agathocles King of Sicily, was a Potter’s fon ; Zlius
Pertinax, was a poor Artificer, or as fome fay a fimple
feller of Wood ; the Parents of Venadius Baflus, are
faid to be very miferable poor People ; and Arfaces,
King of the Parthians, was of fo mean and obfcure
Parentage, that no Man’s Memory could make a

 report of his Father or Mother; Prolomy, King of

~Egypt, was the fon of 2 Squire in Alexander’s Army ;

the Lmperor Dioclefian, was the fon of a Scrivener; .

the Emperor Valentian, was the fon of a Rope-maker ;
the Emperor Probus, was the fon of a Gardener ; and
the Parents of Aurelius, were fo obfcure, that Writ-
ers have rotagreed who they were; Maximinius, was
the fcn of a Sinith, or as fome fay a Waggon-wright;
Marcus Julius Lincinius, was the fon of a Herdfman ;
Bonofus was the fon of a poor fipendary School-maf-
ter ; Mauritus Juflinus, predeceffor to Juftinian, and
likewife Galerus, were both Shepherds ; Pope Jobn,
the Twenty-fecond of that Name, was the fon of 2
$hoe maker 3 Pope Nicholas the Fifth, was the fon of

2 Man that fold Eggs and Butter about the ftreets ;.

and Pope Sixtus the Fourth, was 2. Mariner’s fon;
Lamufius, king of the Lombards, was the fon of a coi=
aion firumpet, who (when he was-an Infant) threw
him into a disch, but was taken out by king Agelmond;
Primiflaus king of Bohemia, was the fon of a country
. Peafant ;. Tamerlane the Great, was a' Herdfiman ;
Caius Marius, feven times Conful of -Rcme, was born
of low parents in the village of Arpinam ; and Mar-

. cus Tullius Cicero, Conful of Rome, and Pro-Conful
in Afia, was fron the poor Toguriole of Arpinuim, the
meanell Parentage that could be ; Ventidius, Field-
' Marfhal
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Marthal and Conful of Rome, was the Son of 2 Mule-
teer; and Theophraftus, was the Son of a botcher ;
i, e. a mender of Garments, &c,

1 hate heard of many others of later Date (not fo fax
“diftant as Pekin®*) rhat have been preferred to Places
‘or Offices of great truft, and dignified with Titles of

Honour, without having the leaft claim to Courage,

* Wit, Learning, or Honefly; therefore if fuch occur-
rences be duly confidered, T humbly conceive it will
not be deemed as a capital Offence, that I fthould en-
tertain my own perpetual Notion, while I dp not en~
deavour to difinherit any Man of his Properties.

1 doubt I have tired the Reader’s Patiente; and if
fo, 1 bumbly beg his pardon for this long digreflion, -
But to return:  While my Mind was wholly taken up
with my fancied Svperiority, as an Hiftorian, &c, 1in-
fenfibly fell into a Slumber, when methought four Men*

- entefed my Room; their Habits appeared to be of ve-

1y ancient fafhion, and their Language alfo I imagined

to be either Hebrew, Arabic, or Chaldean, in-which.
they addreflfed me, and I immediately anfwered them
after the Pantomine Fafhion, After fome formal Ce.
remonies, 1 defired to know their Names and from
whence they came? to. which one of them anfwered '
me (in Englifh) We are four Brothers, and came from
the holy City of Jerufalem; our names are Shallum, -

Ahiman, Akhub, and Talmon. Hearing they were

So_;ourners from Jerufalem, Iufked them whether they

could give any Account of SoLoMoON’s TemMrLE?

to which Shallum + (the Chief of lhem) made Anfwer
and faid ; the wife Kinc SerLomon, Grand Mafter
of Ifrael, appointed us Head-Porters atthe T emple,
“in
% Rkin is fuppofed to be 7272 miles E. of Londan,
+ 1, Chron, ix. 17. "
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in the thirty-fecond Year of his Age, the twelfih of
his Reign, and about the Year of the World 2942.;
and therefore we can give a full and particular Dcferip-
tian of that wonderful Fabric, and likewife o the in-
genious Artifts who performed it, ‘

I' was glad to meet with fuch Brethren; from-whqm
I did expe a great deal of Knowledge ; which the
many Ages they have lived in muft have taught them
if their Memories did not.fail: Upon this Confiderati-
on, Itold them, that I was writing a hiftory of Ma-
fonry, and Begged their afliltance, &c. )

A Hiftory of Mafonry! (fays Ahiman) from the Day
of the Dedication of the Holy Temple to this prefent
‘Time,. I have not feen. a Hiftory of Mafonry though
fome have pretended, notonly, te defcribe the Length
Breadth, Height, Weight, Colour, Shape, Form, and
Subftance of every Thing within and about the Tem-
ple ;. but alo to tell the Spiritual * Meaning of them,
as if they knew the mind of him who gave Orders for
that Building, or faw it finiflied. But I can affure you
“that fuch Surveyors‘ have never feen the Tewmple, they
never have been within a thoufand miles ‘of Jerufa-
lem:t Indeed, continued he, there was one Flavius
(I think he was a Soldier) tock a great-deal of Notice
of the Temple, and other Matters about it 5 as did a-
nother Man called Jery. There were two others
whofe Names I have forgot, but remember one of them
* was an excellent Dreamer, 1 and the-other was very.
“hardy in collecting all Manner of good Writings § af-
ter the Captivity,

Thofe were the only Men that have wrote moft and

. B " beft

* See Solomor’s Temple Spiritualized, by Bunyan, .

T Jerufulem.is fuppofed 10 be 5 352 miles S. E. by London,
t Ezekiel; § Ezra,
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‘beft upon that Subje&, and yet all their Works toge-
ther would not be fufficient for a Preface-to the Hifto-
ry of Mafonry ; but for your further Inftru@ion, you
fhall hear an eminent Brother who czn inform you in
every Particular that is neceﬂ‘ary to your prefent un-
dertaking. The Words were fcarce ended, when there
appeared a grave old Gentleman, with a long Beard.;
he was drefled in.an embroidered Veft, and wore a
- Breaflplate of Gold, fet with twelve precious Stones,
. which formed an oblong Square ; I was informed that
the Names of the Stones were Sardine, Emerald, Li-
gure Beryl, Topaz, Sapphire, Agate, Onyx, Caibur-
cle, Diamond, Amethyft, and Jafper: Upon thefe
Stones were engraved the Names of the twelve Tribes,
viz. Rueben, Judah, Gad, Zebulen, Sineon, Dan,
Afher, Jofeph, Levi, Naphtali, Iffacher, and Bcn~
jamin,
Upon kis entrance, the four Solourners did him
the homage due to a Superior; and, as to me, the
luttre of his Breaft-Plate dazzled iny. Sight, in fuch a
manner, that I could fcarce look at him.. But Ahi-
“man giving him to underftand that the Peop'e of this. -
Country were weak-fighted, he immediately covered
his Breaft-Plate ;. which not orly gave me an oppor
tumty ofpercelvmg hin more diftin&, butalfo of pay-
ing him my Refpeéts, in the beft Manner I was capable
of ; and aking a very low bow 1 prefented him with
the firft Volume of the Hiftory of Mafonry, hoped he
would do me tlie Honour of perufing i, and begged
his Advice for my further Proceedings : He kindly
received it, and read it over, whilt L impatiently
waited to hear his Opinion ; which at laft, to my
mortification, amounted to no more than an old He~
brew Proverb, (which Ahiman tranflated. thus :—.
Thou Iij dvaed deep inta the Waters and baft brought up
a Pots
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@ Poifberd:) Weverthelefs he took me by the Hand,
and faid; * My Son, if thou wilt thou fhalt be taught,
and if thou wilt apply-thy Mind thou fhalt be witty ;
if thou loveft to hear thou fhalt receive (Dogtrine ;)
ard if thou delighteft in hearing thou fhalt be wife :
And although your Hiftory of Mafonry is- not worth

Notice, yet you may write many other Things of

great Service to the Fraternity.
Certamly it is, continued he, that Free-Mafonry
has been from the Creation ; (though not under that
" Name) that it was a divine Gift from God ; that
Cain and the Builders of his City were Strangers to
the fecret Myftery of Mafonry; that there were but
four Mafons in the World when the Deluge happened;.
that one of the four, even the' fecond Son of Noah,
was not Mafter of the Art; that Nimrod, nor any of
“his Bricklayers knew any Thing of the Matter; and.
that there were but very few Mafters of the Art, even,
at Sclomon’s Temple; Whereby it plainly appears.
that the whole Myftery was communicated to very
few at that Time ; that at Solomon’s Temple (and not
before) it receiud the Name of Free-Mafonry, be-
caufe the Mafons at Jerufalem and Tyre were the
greateft Cabalifts 4 then inthe World ; that: the My-
ftery has been, for the moft Part, pra&ifed-amongft
Builders fince Solomen’s Tine, that there were fome

hundreds mentioned, in Hittories of Mafonry, under -

the Titles of Grand Mafters, &c. for no other Reafon
than that of giving Orders for the building of a Houfe,
Tower, Cattle, or fome other Edifice (or perhaps for
fuffering the Mafons to ere® fuch in their Territories,

&,
* Eiclef. vi. 33, 34. i

1 People fhilled in the Cabalé, (i.e) T radxmn, their - .

Jeerst Science of expounding divine Myfleries, &c.
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&c.) while the Meniories of as many Thoufands of
the faithful Crafts are buried in Oblivion. From
whence he gave me to underftand, that fuch Hiftori-
es were of no ufeto the Society at prefent ; and. fur-
ther added, that the manner of conttituting Lodges,
the old and new Regulations, &c. were the only and
moft ufeful” Things (concerning Pree-Mafonry) that
. could be wrote: To which I begged tobe informed
whether Songs were to be introduced? His anfwer
was: % If thou be the Mafler, lift not thyfelf up ; but
be among thews as one of the rejl.' Take :/rb‘enl Care for
them, and fo fit down, .

And when thou baft done all thy Duty, fit down that

theu maye be merry wwith them ; and receive a Crown
for tby good Bebaviour,

Speak thou that art the eldey, for it lvtomb lb«;
but with found Judgment ; and hinder not Mufic,

'+ And at all Times kt thy Garsments be Wln’lt.

‘While he was yet fpeaking thefe latt Words, I was
awaked by a young Puppy . that got into the Room
~while 1 flept, and feizing my Papers, eas a great part
of them, and was then between my legs fhaking and
tearing the laft fheet of what I had wrete.

T have not Words to expreﬁ the ‘Sorrow, Grief,
Trouble and Vexation I was in, upon feeing the Ca-
taitrophe of a Work which 1 expeOed would outlafh
the Teeth of Time. .

Like one diftrated (as in truth 1 was) T ran to the
owner of the Dog, and demand=d immediate Satisfac-
tion.” He told we be would hang the Cur; butat

the

. Ecc[ej. xuxil, 1,2, 3. + Ecclef. iz, 8
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the fame ‘Time he imagined I fhould be under more

Obligations to him for fo doing, than he was to me
for what had happened. '

Tn fhort, I.looked upon it as a bad Omen; and my
late dream hali made .fo great an impreffion on my
Miud, that Superfliion got the better of me,-and
caufed me to deviate from the general Cuftom of ary -
worthy Predeceflors ; otherwife I would have pub-
lifhed a Hiftory of Mafonry: And as this is rather
an accidental than defigned Fault, 1hope the Reader
will look over it with 4 favourable Eye.

In the following Sheets I have inferted nothing but
what are undeniable Truths, which will be found (if
obferved) to be of great Ufe-to the Fraternity, and
likewife to Numbers that ade not of the Society; to
the latter; becsufe it will (in fome medfure) fhew
them their Folly in ridiculing 2 Sogiety founded upon
Religion, Morality, Brotherly-Love and Good-Fel-
lowfhip ; and to thofe of a more gentle and better po-
lifved Nature, give them an opportunity of examining
themfelves, and judging how much they are endued
with the neceflary Qualifications of a Free-Mafon, be-
fore they apply to be made Mebers of the Soeicty,

How far I'may fucceed in this Defign, T know not ;.
but as my intention is good, 1 hope my Brethren dnd
others will accept the Will for the Deed, and receive -
this as thé Widow’s Mite was received ; which wilk
amply reward the Trouble taken by him who s,

. With all due Refpegt,
The Reader’s moft obliged,
* Humble Servant,
I.AU. DERMOTT.,

TOASTS, .




-

TOASTS,
Originatly givenin theOrange Lodge of Belfzft. No 259,
. MAY Wifdowm, Strength and beauty be ever the
Supponers of Mafonry,
- 2,. May every Mafon who ftands in Need of Friend-
thip, be able to fay Evr 1t x A—————F bave found it:
3. May the TufcanOrder fupport us ; the Iomc gmde
us, and the Corinthian reward us,
~ 4. May Virwe be the Abutment, and W ifdom
the Key-Stone of this Lodge.
5. May each Mafon revere .
The Book, Compafs and Square,
6. May the difinterefted Friendthip fhewn by Frex-
Masons to each other, be univerfally diffufed,
7. May Beauty and Ment be the Reward of Vir-
tue and Secrecy.
8. The Memory of old Cymon,
9. The Royal Arch that—
10. To every beanteous, charming She,
Who loves the Craft and Mafonry.
11. May the who’d Mafonry revile,
Ne’er meet a Muton’s gracious Smiile 5
On Earth be a neglecled Belle, .-
And when from this——1lezd Apes in Hell.
12. All Knights Templars rund the Globe.
13. All Royal Arch Excellent Free-Malons.
14. May none ever be admitted Members of this
Lodge, but fuch as fhall be found worthy of the Mark.
15. All Mark Masons round the Globe,
16. All Royal Mafters who become Piltars.to each
other, .
17, May the gallant Volunteers of lreland mvanae
bly unite in Brotherly Ties, and be as faithful to each-
cther as Free-Mafons have ever been found to te.
18, The Mcmoncs of our firft three Grand-Maflers.
19. May
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19. May we never be umindful of Jupas’ Fate.

20. May the virtuous Refolutions of Ireland be imi--
tated by Great-Britian; and may the two Nations
ever go Hand in Hand, united in patriotic Purfuits
and liberal Sentiments, to the Glory of our Brother
the ng, the Exaltation of our Cmmtry, and the
certain Overthrow af - our combined Foes.

21, The Memory of our Sifter, ALLworTH,
of New-Market. e

THE REGULAR LODGES,

_ At prefent, in BELFAST.
. v I , :
The Members of the Orange Lodge, No. 257, :
ASSEMBLE once a Fortnight, at the Donegall-
" Arms; the Lodge confifts of about one hyndred and
twenty Members.
) I
The Members of the Neaw Blues, No 272,
Affemble once a-Month, at the Sailor, in Mill
Street ; about thirty Membcrs.
1L
The Members of No. 491,
Afifemble once a Month, in Hercnles Lane, a
vpwards of forty Members,:
.
The Members of Rodney’s Lodge, No. 587,
Affemble ‘once a Month in Pottenger’s-Entry 3
this Lodge confifts of upwards of thirty Members.
V . ~ N

Alfo a Milimry'Lo,lge, No, 354,
" Held at the Sailor, in Mill-Street. :
' ~ CONTENTS.

N
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'AHIMAN REZON.

EFORE we entei into the Caufe or Motive of

the firft Tnftitution of Free-Mafonry, it is ne-

ceffary in fome Meafure to fhew the Excellency of
Secrecy, and; with what Care it is to be kept.

One of the principal Parts that makes a Man be
deemed wife, is his .intelligent Strength and Ability to
cover and conceal fuch honeft fecrets as are commit«
ted to l'mn. as well as his own ferious Affairs, And
whoever. wnll perufe ‘facred " and 'profane hiftory,
fhall find a great Number of virtuous Attempts (in
Peace and War) that never - reached their defigned
Ends, but were ,fhaken into Shivers and defeated,

~ only through Defe& of fecret Concealment; and

yet, befides fuch unhappy Prevention, infinite Evils
haye thereby enfued. - But before all other Examples,

et us ‘confider that wluch excels all the reft, .derived

cven from Gop himfelf. WHo fo. efpecially pre-
ferves his own Secrets to himfelf, never letting any

. Man know what fhould happen on ‘the Morrow ; .

nor could the wife Men in Ages paft, divine what
fhould befal us in this Age; whereby we may readily
difcerp, thai Gop himfelf is well pleafed with Secre-
¢y. And although (for Man’s good) the LORD has
been pleafed to reveal fome Things, yet it is impof-
fible at any Time to Change or alter his Determina-
non, in regard whereof the reverend wife Men of an-
cient Tnmes, eVermore ‘affe€ted to perform their In.
tzrmons l'ecmly. .

We :

RS
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We read that Cato the Cenfor often faid to his Friends,
that of three Things he had good Reafon to repent,
" if ever he negle@ed the true Performance of all or
any one of them: The firft, if he divulged any Secret;
the fecond, if he adventured on the Water when he
might ftay on dry Land; and thirdly, if he fhould let
any Day negle@edly efcape him without doing fome
good A&ion, The latter two are well worthy of Ob-
fervation ; but the firft concerns our prefent Undertak-
ing. Alexander having received divers Letters of great
Importance from his Mother, after he had read them,
in the Piefence of none but his dear Friend Epheftion
and himfelf, he drew forth his fignet which fealed his
moft private Letters, and without fpeaking, fet it upon
Ephettion’s Lips ; intimating thereby, that he in whofe
Bofom a Man ‘buries his Secrets, fhould have hxs Llps
- locked up from feveahng them. .
~ Among the reft it may hot be difagreeable to the Réad-
er to perufe the following Story, as told by Aulys Gel- .
lius in his Attic Nnghts, and by Macrobnus in his Sa-
turnals )
The Senators of Rome, at thelr ufual ﬁmng in the
Senate-Houfe, had conftituted a- Cuftom among thém-
felves, that each Brother Senator who had a Son, fhould’
"be admitted witk his Father toabidein the Senate-Houfe
during their fitting, or depart if Occafion required ; nor
was this Favour general, but extended only to Noble-
. men’s Sons, who were tutored in fuch a Maaner as en-
abled them to becene wife Gavernors, capable of keep- '
ing their own Secrets. About this Time it bappened
that the Senators fatin Confultation on a very important
Caufe, fo that they ftayed much longer than ufual, and
the Conclufion referred to the followmg Day, wnth ex-
prefs Charge of Secrecy in the meantime. Among the
other Nobleman’s Sons who had been at this weighty
. Bufinefs,




AHIMAN REZON. 3

Bufinefs, was that faithful Youth the Son of the grave
Papirius, whofe family was one of the moft noble and
lluftrious in all Rome.

The young Lad being come home, his Mother (as
moft of the Fair-Sex, are highly affected with Novelty)
" entreated him to tell her what ftrange Cafe had been
that Day debated in the Senate, that had Power to de-
tain them fo long beyond their ufual Hour? -The vire
tuous and noble Youth courteoufly told her that it was
a Bufinefs not in his Power to reveal, he being in a fo-
" lemn Manner, commanded to Silence; upon hearing
this Anfwer, her Defires became more earneft in ftricter
" Inquiries into the Cafe, and nething but Inteiligence
thereof could any way content her ; fo that fislk by fair
Speeches and Intreaties, and with hbetal Promifes, fhe
endeavoured to break open this poor licle Catket of
Secrecy ; but finding thofe Efforts in vain, to Stripes
and violent Threats was her nextFlight ; becaufe Force
. may compel where Lenity cannot.

The admired noble Spirit finding a Mother’s Threats
to be very harfh, but the ftripes more bitter than any
Thing befide; comparing his Love to her as his Mo-
ther, with the Duty he owed "to his Father ; the one
‘mighty, but the other impulfive; he lays ber and her
fond Conceit in one Scale; his Father, his own Honour,
and the folemn Injunions to Secrecy in the other Scale;
and finding her intrinfic Weight s being his Mother,
but lighter than Wind, being thus gone out of herfelf.
Whetting his tender Wit upon the fandy. Stone of her
edging Importunity, to-appeafe her and preferve his own
Honour by remaining faithful, he thus refolved her :

Madam, and dear Mother, you may well blamme the
Senate for their Iong finin'g, at leaft for calling in Quefe
tion a Cafe fo impartinent ; for except the Wives of

B2 . the
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the Senators be admitted to confult thereon, there can
- beao Hope of a:Conclufior: : 1 fpeak this but out of
my young Apprehenfion, for 1 know their Gravity may
eafily confound me, and-yet, whether Nature or Duty
fo inftru& me, T cannot tell ; but to them it feems nea
_ ceflary, for the Increafe ofPeople, and for the Public
good, that every Senator-thould be allowed two Wives,
or otherwife, their Wives:two Hufbands ; I fhall hardly
under one Roof call two Men by the Name of Father;
Y-had rather call two Women by the Name of Mother.
‘This is the Queﬁlon, ‘Mother; and'to-morrow it muft
have Determination, = ~
‘The Mother hearing this, and his feeming Unwilling-
nefs to reveal it, took-it for infallible truth ; her Blood
was quickly ﬁred’, and rage enfued. I need not put the
Reader in Mind that fuch fudden Heats feldom admit of
Confideration ; but -on the contrary, hurry the Senfes
and:Facuhies further to'Rathnefs, and other Follies ; by
which they are rendered incapable of doing themfelves
fuch good A&tions or Service as-theirCafe often requires:
So without requiring any.other -Counfel, fhe immedi-
ately fent to the other Ladies and Matrons of Rome, to
rcquaint them with this weighty Affair,wherein the Peace
and Welfare of their whole Lives was {o nearly concern-
ed. This melancholy News:blew up fuch a brain-fick
Paflion, :that the Ladies immediately aflembled ; and
though (fome falfely.fay) that a Parliament of Women
‘are very feldom governed by one Speaker, yet this Af-
_ fair being fo urgent, the Hafte as pertinent, and the
Cafe (on their Behalf) merely indulgent, the revealing
Woman muft prolocute for herfelf and the reft. And
- thé next Morning fuch a Din was at the Senate-Door,
for Admiffion to fit with their Hufbands in this won-
drous Confultation, as if al Rome bad been in an Up-
Toar. Theu' minds mutt not be known before they have
: : Audlence ;
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Audnence which (though againft all Order)being grant-
ed, fuch an Oration was made by the Woman Speaker,
with requeft that Women might have two Hufbands rather
than men two Wives, who could fcarcely content one;
&c. Upon the Riddle’s Solution, the noble Youth was
highly commended for his Fidelity, and the Ladres great-
ly confounded, and departed very hkely with blufhing
Cheeks. Neverthelefs, to avoid the like inconveniency
for the future, it was determined that thenceforward they
. Thould bring their Sons no niore into the Senate ; only
young Papirius, who was freely accepted, and his Se-

crevy and difcreet Policy not enly applauded, but hime .

feif with Titles of Honour, dignified and rewarded.- - -
- Nor fhould we forget the faithful Anaxarchus (asres
Jated by Pliny, in his feventh Book and twenty-third
Chapter) who was takenin order to: force his Secrets
from him, bit his Tongue in the midft between his
TFeeth, and afterwardsthrew it in the Tyrant's Fuce. -

. The Athenians had a Statue of Brafs, which they
bowed to ; the Figure was made without a ‘Fongue, to
declare Secrecy thereby.

Likewife the Egyptians worﬂnpped Harpocrates, the
God of filence ; for which reafon he is always pn&uu&
holding his Fmger on his Mouth,

* The Romans had a Goddefs of filence named Ange-.
rom, who was pictured like Harpocrates, holding her
Finger on her Mouth, in Token of Secrecy.

The Sexvants.of Plancus are much commended, be-
caufe no Torment could make them confefs the Secret
which their Mafter entrufted them with.

Likewife the Servant of Cato the Orator, was cruel-
ly tormented, but nothing could make him reveal the
Secrets of his Mafter.

Quintus Curtius tells us, that the Perfians held it as
~an inviolable Law to punith moft grievoufly (and muca
B 3,00 more

1“‘"' din '_"

~
L 2
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more than any other Trefpafs) him that difcovered any
Secret ;- for conformation thereof, he fays, that King
Darius being vanquifhed by Alexander, had made his
Efcape fo far as to hide himfelf where he thought he
might. reft fecure ; no Tortures whatfoever, or liberal
Promifes of Recompence, could prevail with the faith-
ful Brethren that knew it, or compel them to difclofe it
to any Perfon ; and furthermore fays, that noman ought
to commit any Matter of Confequence.to him that can-
not truly keep a Secret.

Horace, among his continual Laws, would have every
Man keep Secret whatfoever was done or faid: For this
Reafon the Athenians were wont (when they met atany
Feaft) that the moft ancient among  them fhould fhew
,every Brother the Door whereat they entered, faying,
"“Take heed that not fo much as.one Word pafs out from
hence, of whatfoever thall here be a&ted or fpoken.

The fuft Thing that Pythagoras taught his Scholars

1 wvas to be filent, therefore for a certain Time) ho.kept

them without fpeaking, to the End that they might the
better learn to preferve the vajuable Secrets he had to
comuupicate to them, and never to fpeak but when
Time required, exprefling thereby that.Secrecy was the
rareft Virtue: Would to Gop that the Matters of our
prefent Lodges would put the fame in Pratice.

Ariftotle was demanded what Thing appeared moft
difficult to him ; he anfwered, to be fecret and filent.

“To this Purpofe St. Ambiofe, in his Offices, placeth
aniong the principal Foundations of Virtue, the patient
Gift of Silence.

The wife King Solomon fays in his Proverbs that a
King ought not to drink Wine, becaufe Druvkennels is
an Enemy to Secrecy ; and in his Opinicn, he is hot wor-
thy to reign that canpnot keep his own Secreis; he fur-
'hermore fays, that he who dncovcrs Secrcts isa [raitor,”

: and
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and he that conteals them is a fmhful Brother: He
likewife fays, that he that refraineth lis Tongue is wife;;
and again, he that keeps his Tongue, keeps his Soul.
I could mention many other €ircumftances of the Ex-
cellency of Secrecy ; and 1 dare venture to fay, that the
greatet Honour, Juftice, Truth, and Fidclity, have been
always found amonglt thofe who could keep their own
and others Secrets ; and this is moft nobly fet fotth by
Horace, who fays: .
The Man refolv’d and fteady to his Trutt,
Infiexible 1o ill and obftinately jult ;
May the rude Rabble’s Infolence defpife,
Theirfenfelefs Clamours. and tumultuous Cries ; -
. -The Tyrant’s Fiercenefs he beguiles, -
- .Aud the ftern Brow, and the harik Voice defies, -
And with fuperior. Greatnefs fuiles.
“Not the rough Whirlwind, that deforms
Adsia’s black Gulph, and wexes it with Storms-;
*: ‘The ftubborn Virtue -of his foul can move ;
- Nor theved Arm of angry Jove,
-+ -That flings the Thunder from the. Sky,
And gives it Rage to roar, and Berength to fiy.
Should the whole Frame of nature round him break,
_ In ruin and Confufion hurl’d ;
He unconcern’d would hear the mighty Crack,
And ftand fecure-amidft a falling World.
Therefore I am of Opinion, that if Secrecy and Sis
lence be duly confidered, they will.be found moft ne-
ceffary to qualify & Man for any Bufinefs of Import-
ance ; if this be granted, I am confident that no Man
will dare to difpute that Free-Mafons are fuperior to alt
other Men, in concealing their Secrets, from Times im-
memorable ; which the Power of Gold, that often has
betrayed Kings and Princes, and fometimes overturned
whole Empires, nor the. mo#t-¢rucl. punifhments could
' By o _mever
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never extort the Secret-(even) from the weakeft Mcm-
ber of the whole Fraternity,

Therefore | humbly prefume it wnll of Confequence
be graated, that the Welfare and good of Mankind was ,
the Caule or Motive of fo grand an Inflitution as Free-
Mafonry, (no Art yet ever being fo exten{ively ufeful)
which nct only tends to protect -its Members from ex-
ternal Injuries, but to polith the ‘rufty Difpofitioas of
iniquitous Minds ; and "alfo to detain them within the
prefent Bounds of true Religion, Morality and Virtue ;
for fuch are the Precepts of this Royal Art, that if thofe
who have the Honour of being Members thereof would
but live according to the true Pringiples of the Ancient
Craft, every Man that'is endewed with the leaft fpark
of Honour -or Honefly, muit of courfe approve their
Agtions, and confequently -endeayour to follow their
Steps. And although very few ot wone of the Brethren
arrive to the Sublimity and beautiful- Contrivance of
Hiram Abif ; yet the very Enemies of Free-Mafonry
" muft own, thatit is the moft renowned Society. that ever
was, is now, or (pethaps) ever will beupon earth, The
following true Defctiption of the Royal Ant, will clearly
fhew its great Ufe to Mankind.

THE ‘EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DESCRIBED,

A frightful Defart ftill the Would had been,
And Views of Horror had difgrac’d the Scene ;
Inclement Seafons had deftroy’d Mankind,
With Dog-ftar’s Heat and Winter’s freel.ing Wind 5
The lawlefs Savage would defpotic reign,
And dye with Crimfos Gore the verdant ‘Plain,

- The World had yielded to fucceffive Foes,

Without thofe Arts which Mafenry beftows.

*Twas Mafonry that gave the Ark its Form,

Which fav’d the Righteous from the gath’ring Storm.
When
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When Vice’s Sons were -plung’d beneath the Tlde,
The Mafon’s Ark triumphantly did ride

O’er furging Waves ; norcar'd they where it ﬂeerd
Tlll Floods abated, and dry Eand appeard,
On'Mount Arrarat then the Ark did reit,

Of only four moft holy Men poffefs'd.

The Mafons there did of their own Accord;:

Ere an Altar to the Heav’nly Lorbp :

- Return'd their Thanks with offering Sacrifice,
Which pleas’d the great JEnov au, who:then cms',,
““ Neter will I curfe the fertile Ground again,

“ The foaming Billows raife, nor fwetl the Main..
‘“ But on Mankind this Blefling I'll beftow,

¢ A proper Time when they. their Seed may fow ::
* The Harveft to rejoice the lab’fing Swains,

¢ And fruitful Crops to Recompence their Pains:
““ Nights, Days and Seafons, thall furround this Ball;.
““ Nor fhall they ceafe until the End of all. -

“¢ This facred Promife to confirm more clear,

* My Rainbow in the Clouds thall now appear.”

JEHOVAH fpoke ;—obfervant Atoms flow,

And rufh. together to compofe the Bow.

Man faw the wond’rous Scene, and did rejoice, .
Firmly. relying on his Maker’s Voice.

Of all the Arts to benefit Mankind,

T improve the Judgment and exal: the Mind,.
What Art can with Free-Mafonry contend,
" Religion’s Advocate, and Virtue's Frieny!

No art was e’erfo inuch by Go i approv'd,.

As Mafonry in David whom e lov’d.

When at Moriah, Gop appear’d to Man,

And gave the Prince the facred Temple’s Plan,
Thav (.harge his. Son * did afterwards fulfil,

By Tyre’s'great. Aid, and Hiram’s wondrous Skill,

By
* Solomon,
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By Mafon’s Art, afpiring Domes appear
-To firike the Eye and captivate tie Ear.

By Mafon’s Art, the injurious Tongue doth fall ~
Before the Throne when awful Silence call,

By Mafon’s Art, the fribbling, foppith Afs
(Mankind’s Difgrace, and Sport of every Lafs!) !
Soon quits his Folly, and much wifer grown,

Looks on himfelf as one before unknown,

Hail, noble Art! thou precious boon of Heav’n !

‘Fo civilize Mankind, in Bounty giv’n.

*Tis thine to raife the Genius, mend the Soul,

And fhew thy Pow’r, from Indus to the Pole.
. By thee infiru@ted, Men cbey the Laws,

And nobly a& in Honour’s glorious Caufe.

Ev’n bright cyed Virtue marches in thy Train,
Augments thy Joy, and mitigates thy Pain,

Within thy Pale, the willing Mufes firay,

Difclofe their Riches, and their Charnis difplay. -
‘Compafion too hath rear’d her focial Throne,

Melts at each Woe, and fighs at ev'ry Groan,

Aftrza now, from dire Contagion free, N
Hath left the Skies, and fix’t her Throne with thee.

By thee infpir’d, Hibernia’s Sons advance,

Uprear the Sword, and point the glit’ring Lance,
" Againft the Foe with martial Ardour run, . .
And take that Vengeance which they feekto, fhun,

_ But methinks I hear fome.of my Readers fay, Surely,
if Free-Mafonry be fuch as it is here reprefented, the
Brotherhood moft certainly are the happicft Men living ;
and yet, on the contrary, we often meet fome very mi-
ferable, others very great Knaves, and a Number of.ig-
norant, illiterate, flupid Fools of the Society ; or at leaft -
would endeavour to maké the Werld believe fo. ‘This
ﬂmll be duly confidered, and anfwered in its proper place
hereafter.
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hereafter. In the .mean Time I am well affored, that
. none but Strangers- to the Cratt, and ungenerous Ene-
mies to good Society, wil doubt the Veracity of what
is here inferted concerning Free-Mafonry, And for
further Satisfa&ion te my Female Readers, and fuch of
the Male Sex as have not the Honour of being initiated.
into the M) fery, I here beg Leave 10 treat of the Prin-
ciples of the Craft (fo far as comes under, the Limitation
of my Pen) which 1 hope will meet with a juft Acmira-
tion, becaufe they are founded upon Religion, Morality,.
Brotherly-Love, and Good-Fellowfhip.

‘A Maton is obliged, by his Tenure to-believe firmly
in the true Worthip of the Eternal God, as well as in
all thofe facred Records which the Dignitaries and Fa-
thers of the Churchehave compiled and publifhed for the
Ufe of all good Men : 8o that no one who rightly ue-
derftands the Art, can poffibly tread in the irreligious
Paths of the unhappy Libertine, or be induced to follow
the arrogant Profeffurs of Atheifin or Deifin ; neither is
he to be {tained with the grofs Errors of blind Superfti-
tion, but may have tbe Liberty of embracing whatFaith
he fhall think proper, provided at all Times he paysa.

. due Reverence to his Creator, and by the World deals
with Honour and Honefty, ever, making that goldea
Precept the Stasdard-Rule of his Actions, whichengages,
to de pntoall Men as he would they fhould do unto him:
For the Craft, inftead of entering into idle and unnecef-
fary Difputes concermng the different Opinions-and Per-
fuafions of Men, admits into the Fraternity all that are
good and true ; whereby it hath brought about the Means

- of Regongiliation among® Perfons;, who without that Af-
fitance, would bave remained atperpetual Variance,

A Mafon is a lover. of Quiet ; is always fubje& to-
the Civil Powers, provided they do not infringe upon ther
hmued Bounds of Religion and Realon :- And it. was-

B 6 never:
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-mever yet known, that a real Crafifinan was coucerned
_in any dark Plot, Defigns, or Contrivances againft' the
State, becaufe the welfare of the Nation is his pecutiar
Care ; fo that from the higheft  to-the loweft ftep of Ma-
giftracy, due Regard and Deference is paid by-him. '
But as Mafonry hath at feveral Times felt the injuri-
ous Effe€ts of War, Bloodfhed and Devaftation, it was
a ftronger Engagement to the Crafifinen to aét agree-
able to the Rules of Peace and Loyalty, the many Proofs
of which Behaviour hath occafioned the “ancient: Kings
and Powers to prote€t and defend them. But if a'Bro-
ther thould be fo far unhappy as to rebel'againft the State
" he would méet with no Countenance from his Fellows ;
“nor would they keep any private Converfe with him
whereby the Government might Have caufe to Ec jea-

. lous, or take the leaft Umbrage.” - -

A Ma(on in regard to himfelf, js carefuliy to avold all
Manner of Intemperance-or Excefs, which might ob-' .
ftru& himin the Performance of the neceflary Duties of
hislaudable Profeflion, oriead him imo- any Crimes which
would refle@ Difhonour upon the ancient Fraternity. :

He is to treat bis Inferiors as he would have his Supe-
riors deal with him, wilely confidering that the Original
of Mankind is the fame ; and though Mafoary diveft no
Man of his Honour, yet does the Craft’ adinit, that
ftri€ty to purfue the Paths of Virtue, wherebya ctear
Confcience may be: preferved, is the only Method to
make any Man rioble. '

A Maufon is to be fo far benevolent as never to fhut
his Ear unkindly to the Cowplaints of wretched Pover-
1yp; but when a Brother is opprefled by Want, he is, in
a peculiar Mannet to liften to his Sufferings with- Atten-
tion ; in Confequence of which, -Pity muft flow from kis
Breaft, and Relief thhout Prejudlce, accordmg to his
Capacity.

A Mafon
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. .A Mafon isto pay due Obedience to the Authority of
. his Mafter and prefidiag Officers, and. to behave himfelf
-meckly amongft his Brethren ; neither negleing his
ufual Occupation for the Sake of €ompany, in reaning
- from one Lodge to another ; nor quarrel with the igno-
rant Muliitude, for their ridiculous Afperfions congern-
ingit: Butat his leifure Hours, he is required to ftudy
" the Arts and Sciences with a diligent Mind, that he may
netonly perform his Duty to his greatCreator, butalfo to
hisNeighbourandhiwmfelf: For to walk huubly in the Sight
. of Gop, to do Juftice, and love Mercy, are the certain”
Charalteritics of a real Free and Accepted Anciemt
Mafon : Which Qualifications 1 humbly hope they will
poflcfs to the End of Time; and | dare venture to fay,
that every true Brother will join. with me in, Amen.
The Benefits arifing from a {tri&@ Obfervance of the
". Principles of the Craft, are fo appasent, that I must be-
lieve every good Man would be fond to profefs and
_: praétife the famie ; becaufe thofe Principles tend to pro-
" mote the Happinels of Life, as they are fanaded on the
Bafis of Wildom and Virtue,
In the fitk Place our -Privileges. and Inftruions,
when righsly made Ufeof are not-only procu@ive of
.our Weltare on this Side .of the Grave, but even our
.eternal Happmeﬁ hereafter. .
- For.the Craft is founded on {o folid a Bafis that it will
_mever admit Blafphemy, Lewdnefs, Swearing, Evil-
Plotting, or Controverfy ; and though they are not ajl
-of the fame Obpinion in Matters of Faith, yet they are
everin one Mind in Matters of Mafonry ; that is, to la-
bour juftly, mot to eat any, Man’s Bread for Nought, but
to the utmoft of-owr Capacity, to love and ferve each
.other, as Brethren of the fame Houthold ought to do:
~ Wifely. judging, that it is as great an Abfurdity.in one

Man to quarrcl with another becaufe he will not believe
as
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as he does, as it would be in him to be anga-y bdcaufe
he wasnot exa&tly of the fame Size and-Countenance, {9c.

Therefore to afford Succour to the Diftreffed, to di-
vide our Bread with the induftrious Poor, and te put
the mifguided Traveller into his Way, are Qualifica-
tions inherent in the Craft,. and fuitable to its Dignity,
and fuch as the worthy Members of that great Body have
atall Timesftrove withindefatigable Pains to accomplith,

Thefe and fuch like Benefits, arifing from a friét ob=

- fervance of thé Principles of the Craft, (as Numbers.of

Brethrea have lately experienced) if duly confidered,
_ wiil be found not on!y 16 equal, but to exceed any: So-
ciety in Being.

K fo, the worthy Members of this great and moft ufe-
ful Society{dan never be too careful in the Election .of
Members ; 1 mean, a thorough Knowledge of the Cha-
raer and Circumftances of a Candidate that begs to-
be initiated into the Myftery of Free-Mafonry.

Upon this depends the Welfare- or Deftruétion of the
Craft; for as Regularity, Virtue, and Concord are the - .
only Ornaments of human Nature, (which is often too-
prone to a& in different Capacities) fo that the Happi-
nefs of Life depends, in a great-Meafure; on our.own

" Ele&tion and a prudent Choice of thofe Steps.

For humanSociety cannot fubfift without Concord and-
" the maintainance of mutnal good: Offices ;. for, lika the
working of an Arch of Stone, it would fall to the Ground,.
provided one Picce did not properly fupport another. -

In former Timeés every man (at his'Requeft) was net

admitted into the Craft, {though perhaps of a good and. -
meral Reputation) nor allowed to fhare the Benefits of
our ancient and noble’ inftitution, wnlefs he was endued
“with fuch-8killin Mafonry, as he might thereby be able

to improve the Art, either in Plan-or Workmaathip ; er
had

’
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had fuch an Affluence of Fortune as fhou!d enable him
" to employ, honour, and protett the Craftfien.

T would aot‘b‘emderﬁood, by this, to mean that so
reputable Tradefinan thould receive any of our Benefits ;
but, cn the contrary, am of Opinion, that they are va-

_luable Menibers of the Commonwealth, and often have
proved themfelves real Ornaments to Lodges.

‘Thofe whom I aim at, are the miferable Wretches of
Low-life, (often introduced by excluded Men *) fome of
whom can neither read "nor write ; and when (by the
Afliftance of Mafonry) they are admitted into the Com-
pany of their Betters, they'too often a& beyond their
Capacities ; and under Pretence of fearching for Know-

. ledge, they fall into Scenes of Gluttony or Drunkens.cfs, -
and thereby negle their neceflary Qccupations andl in-
jure their poor Families, who imagine they have a juft
Caufe to pour out all their Exclamation, and InveQives
againft the whole Body of Free-Mafonry, without con- .

. fidering or knowing that our Conflitutions and Prineiples
are quite oppofite to fuch bafe Proceedings.

Here 1 think it neceffary to put in 2 Word of Advice

" to foine who may have an Inglination to become Mem-
bers of this ancient and honouiable Sogiety : Firft, they
are to underftand that no Man can be made a regular

Free-

#* That i:-;, Men excluded from their Ledges for Mifdemeanours,
&¢. who (finding themfelver deemed unwosthy of fo noble a So.
ciety) ftill endeavour to make the reft of mankind beiicve, that
they are good and true, and have full power and authority to ad-
mit, enter, and make Free-Mafon:, when and wherefoever they
pleafe, &c. Thefe Traders (though but few in number) affociate
together, and for any mean cenfideration, admit any perfon ta
what little they kaow of the Craft. Litte, Ifay, forl honeftly
affare my readers, that no man who rightly underftands the Craf,
can be fo blind as to trample over its ancicnt Land-marks ;. there-
fére all Victuallers, &c. ought to be very cauti-«s of entertaining
{uch, frem whom oeither benefit nor credit can be expecteds  Sce
New Regulation V1L,
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Free-Mafon, but fuch as is free from Bondage, of ma-
ture Age, upright in Body and Limbs, and endued with °

the neceffary Senfes of a Man : This has been the ge-
* neral Cuftom of Mafonsin all Agesand Nations, threugh-
out the kn