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Tp TH‘E READER

IN order to render the plan of this little treatife
fufficiently obvious to every reader, we (hallrange
the various abandoned ‘and’ vitnous chara&ers of
both fexes under thexr refpe&we heads ; wherein

: MH be gwen afuccmét account of then‘ detefta-"

: ble pra&xces, and to Wthh will be fubjoined, the

moft: eﬁ‘e&ual methiods to av01d thexr pernicious-

tendency By thefe means we ﬂxall not under-.
- take>toAgmde our cmmtrymen of all ranks fafe

“to Lonclcm, .T)ut to preferve them when there ; nor

fha]l at the fame time be deficient in endeavour-

ing o keepqnwolate the -morals- of our. town{-
men. To urfue our intended plan, we will be-
gin with ;he chara&er of szlwaymen or Scamps.
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New Cheats of London
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Highwaymen or Scamps. "',
THESE are generally perfons-who have been accaftom-
' ed to extravagant living, and lewd women, and thus
exhaufted their fubftance. '%f fuccefsful in bufinefs they
appear as gentlemen, and get acquaiuted with the hoftlers
on the road, and fome landlords to obtain intelligence.—
Gentlemen travellers frequently call for the landlord to take:
a glafs with them, and in the courfe of converfation, ‘&>’
cover what cath or notes they have, and where: they lie," the"
road they are going, and the inn they ufe. When' Mr.*
$camp comes, he calls for a bottle or bowl, and afks what
news ? when perhaps the landlord, undefignedly, inform
him that fuch and fuch company are in the houfe, who have
given intelligence concerning various particulars, when he
repeats if time permits. “For thele reafons many gentlemen
are gurlued on the road, though moré are met by chance.
H;g waymen generally crofs before thtey falute ; but I ad-
vife all gentlemen travellers not to divulge what fubftance
the{ have with them to any landlord or hottler; efpecially
within forty miles of London, as they enerally,difcover’aﬁ
the information they can get either through ignorance or -

" defign. . '
d‘:‘g’ o R LD SHARI.’ERS-
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Sharpers.

THESE are the moft delufive, as moft of thew are mén
; of repatable extra@ion, tolerable education, and de-
. €ent appearance ; but through vicious purfuits have fquan-
dered their fortunes and loft their reputation. They range
the town in the garb, and under the charaier of gentlemen
of independant fortunes, and make it their bufinefs to'find
out heirs of much wealth, and Jefs prudence, who having
left their rural abodes, and being captivated with the no-
velty of a town life, often affeét the company of thofe who,
afcofding'-tp{tﬁe common phrale, are faid to know life.—
hey cemmonly réfort te the billard table, the cock-pit,
the race-courfe, the tennis-court, and the bowling-green,
in the refpedive games belonging to which they are gener.
all{‘well, verfed by a lopg, once coftly experience. '
aving been as they call it taken in themfelves, they
falfely infer their right to take in others, and accordingly
turn their whole mind to that bafe purpofe. Conflant prac-
tice teaches them almoft at a glance to difern the gamefteg
from the ¢ake, as they tefm it: and fuch a-one has no
fooner entered their place of refort, but they devife means
%o draw him ‘in for the plate: and generally frip his poek-
ets before he departs. So fallacious are they, they will,
even under the mafk of friendfip, draw an unguarded gen-
€I9us man into the moft defiructive meafure, aud fhare with
their bafe confederates the p;og}ué{oﬁ"theit treachery. 1If -
You hazard your money in bets with a fharper, as ¢heating.
s his infeperable qualifications, you have not only blind
¢hance to deal with, but {uch a combivation of deceit, and
fueh a train of tricks and flights linked together, that even.
{004, fortyne is net fufficient to guard and fecure yon againt
hem. Nay, if you could arife to a degree of eminence in
any pasticular game, he could even then devife peans,
cither by working up your paffion, er eluding iufpeclion, to.
fruflrate Jous pointand qarry bisewn, - o
He will inveigle you, from time fa(ime, into one fport gr.
other, amongft others of hisclan, whe arg adep(s to diffimu- |
lation, till thay have genlgelly flecced you of perhaps your
all, andtleateéou_ afterwards with as much induflerence, as
heat (irf sffeited refpe®, When you can ne longer ad- .
minifter to his iniquitous purpoles, he will not only defert
You, but make a fcoff of your inexperience and credulity.
To fum wp the chara@er of a fharper, he is one, ‘wio ﬁl)‘P.
‘ plies
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.phies his exigencies by ftudying and prachifiing every means
that will deceive the credulous, allure the inexperienced,
trepan the ignorant, and miflead the well-difpofed. His
confcience is feared, as it were, witha hot iron; he his re-
gardlefs of the laws of God and man, as far as is confiftent
with his fecurity ; and is fo ablorded in vice, that he is un-
fufceptible of every humane or honourable’fontiment. To
avoid the fatal effects of connexion with thefe fnakes in the
grafs, if you have no acquaintance in town, be very cauti-
ous of keeping company. It any one bchaves with extra-
ordinary civility towards you, or effeéts to defire your
friendfhip, beware of hiin, liften not to his eutrance, for as
you are a firanger to him, his defire of cultivating an ac-
(uaintance with you muft arife from bafe and felfilb views,
If you are accolled in the fircet, park, or any place of pub-
lic refort, in the ordinary way of converfe, concerning the
tepic of the time, or any incidental fubjects, aftect cither
not to hear, or turn afide. This is a very common method
of proceeding with thofe gentlemen,

In fhort, take nothing on truft, nor make any acquaint.
aice till affured oi’ their way of Jife and moral character. .

Kidnappers.

THESE are lazy vagrants, ruined charafers, who are
employed to trepan ignorant unfufpelting young men, fo_
entér into the army or navy. They haunt night-houfes,
petty ale-houles, apd the fkirts of the town. heir uiual
method is to accoft a countryman in the common manner of
falutation, and if poflible inveigle him into a houfe to drink.
If poor John catches at the bait, they then put the Jiquor
about brifkly, and if they find it begins to operate, they
queftion him concerning the time of his being in town, the
profeflion he follows, &c. It he bo bred to any trade, they
imitate to him the fuperiority of a gentleman foldiers’ life,
who is in the road to fortune and preferment: if of no“.‘:vade
and in queft of a place of fervice, they affure him they s iIl
. provide him every requifite for a gentleman, without the
drudgery of a menial life. It is very ¢ommon at their
placs of rendezvous, to have two ot three fellows attired -
in ferjeants’ regimentals, who are ready to aftirm their
{peedy preferment, and that they need not doubt of the
fame.” When he becomes intoxicated, they frequently flip -
money into his packets, and in an hur ¢t tivo aftem}arr‘;isv, :

o ’ : alute



(6

' falut-e him as a brother foldier , if the poor.,conntrymé.n d.ib ’

.covers any furprife at this falutation, they then apply to
their perjured comrades, who are ready to atteft his accep-
tion of bounty moncy in confideration of enlifling: and to *
prove it, he 1s relerred to hisown feeling, The aftonifhed
innocent then puts his hand into his pocket, if capable,
finds money, and is firuck with amazement. - If the liquor
operates, according to the bafe defire of thofe, who ad-
minifter it, they fave themlelves further touble afier they
have palmed the meney on the unfufpe@ing man, by con-
veying him te bed, locking the door of the room, and leav-
ing him to his mornjng refie@ions. .

The reader may readily conceive the afionithment of the
honelt countryman, when he awakes in a firange place, finds
a cockade in his hat, or the-money in his pocket. In vain
he expoftulates with the mercilefs myrmidon, who is ready
to fwear it was an aét of his own free will, and if hedefires
to be exempted from the obligation, he mu(t put down feme-
thing handfome. Thus the poor harmlefs honefl man is tre-
“- panned, either into a flate of flavery (for in many cafes it
1s no better) or obliged to purchafe his delivery at at'exor.
bitant rate. ' A o '

This is the common method in which thefe enflavers of
the unwary commoaly proceed ; and fuch the too general
confequence of their vile crafts, and the credulity of the
inexperienced youth. ' ‘ ) '

To caution you againft thefe feducers of the unthinking,
obferve that many of them drefs in the garb of ofiicers, and
ftand oflten at the door of ‘an ale-houfe in order to “accoft
paflers by ; fome of them appear in ather garbs, and their
bufinefs is to allure you to the houfe where the principle vil-.
lain isready to receive you. ' The firft you may know by
their drefs, the latter you uray fufpe@ from his impertinent.
addrefs, you have therefore only to remember thefc defcrip-
tionsyand to avoid whatever tallies in' the leaft with them,

@ - Gamblers.

THOUGH thefe are jnciuded, as well as many others .
we fhall mention, under the characters of fharpers, we think
it neceflary to our purpofe, to confider feparately, in order -
to difcover to our honeft readers their various tricks and re-
i(:urces for the better difcovery of them, and their furer

‘cape. . . L

'i"hcx
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They are verled in moft games praQifed by mep of prin-
cipal for diverfiononly ; we fhall.point ont their various me-
thods of cheating, trepanning, and deluding the unwary,
and inexperienced, and begin with the morning diverfion
of tennis.” :

This is a2 manly and a@ive diverfion, tkill in which is not
to bé acquired without confiderable praétife and expence,
and therefore well adapted to the fradulent purpofes of
Gamblers. . i

If a country gentleman allured by curiofity, goes to the
tennis-court, gets into the den among the gentry that comes
to bet, and declares his’ ignorance by afking any queftions,
the word is immediately given out that a {quire’s come.—

Soon after two or three of the moft expert of the gang,

come up towards him, in order, as they pretend, to let
him into the nature of the game. After he has liftened to
them for fome time with aftonithment, they infinuate to hin
that ’tis al} even and odd, a Eorfcc’t’ lottery, that he may
venture his money on either fide, for the players then in
are as cqually matched as poffible. They then concért mat-
ters fo, that perhaps he wins a guinea or two, which indu-
ces him to thmk this is'a very fair game, as flrangers can
win money by it.at firft fight. The ftranger thus allured by

“fuccefls, ‘the match is finifhed, and another fet prepared to

ftep into court, that will be fure to do his bufinefs. Tke
bye-ftanders tell him it is all equal now too, and that he will
foon fee thefe gentlemen make better {port than the former:
they then offer him his choice, if he complies, and they
have taken him as far as they think will conveniently bear
at that time, the fign is given to the players, that they may
manage their parts. When the fet is over,which is common-
ly played with the utmoft {pirit; and with the greateft equa-
ity that can be, they then,- with fome little fham quarrels”
about adjufting the oddd, agree upon another. . Here they
accoft the firanger again, infinvating that though he had
the misfortune to take the wroug fide laft time, ’twas.a
tiﬁht match, and no body could tell who had the beft-of it
t

" till the advantage came. = To draw him on ftill farther, they -

offer him his choice, affuring him they covet not to carry off

" his money. In this manner the unguarded, deluded count- .
" ry gentlemen is drawn on from fet to fet, and from {mall

bets.to large ones, till they have ftuck him as they. call it,

and then according to their language they feldom part with.

bim till be is fweet and clean. Infome’ oD thefe matc}l;xes,w
R o : there
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there i3 cither a4 bribed marker, fome gentleman that has
loft his eftate and honour ;. or (ome fcoundrel that never had
cfiate or honour, but acquired the game by conftant attend-
ance at court. . There are many in town who live merely
upon the tennis-court : and thefe have fuch a perfe& notion
of a fet, and fo many intricate methods of turping their
bets, that a perfon muft be naturally accute, as well as in-
ured to the game by long experience, before he can he an
adept at it. Upon the whole } .
-1y gentleman, that if he chance to fall in among them, they
will cheat him if they can; if they cannot entice him to bet,
‘they will end€avour -to- entice him to fome. other houfe or
game, and ’t is odds if he caves them in the fame plight of
pockets as be found them. .- . o )
BOWLING, as well as TEN'NIS, was formerly a game
tor few but gentlemen ; but. is now become too much a
trade.foy cheats and. fharpers. | If thole who live by this
game get a flranger to engage with them hand to hand,
though the moft-expert bowler, .they’ll devife fome means
to defraud him. Some will crofs the ground upon him;
others will bow! to him juft upon the delivery of the bowl or
confound him with impertinent advife, to make him forget
his lenghs. Perhaps enc of the gang will pretend to have

betted on his fide, and fo amufe him with giving him faile’

grounl. Ifthele tricks fail, and the firanger feems a maf-
ter of the game, there is a perfon, ready to claim a right to
‘the bewis then in hand ; this affords them an opportunity to
put falfe ones into his hand, either bluck biaffed, peged or
loaded ; orto faften on fome devife, that does their purpofe
m the end. - But what I have urged concerning'thc games-

of tennis aud bowls, I mean not to diffuade any perfon from .

the pra@ice of them, as they are both of thém manly and
innocent amufement of thenifelves: but to caution the un-
wary from_ the {pares of gamblers, that proftitute them ta
their fraudulent purpofes, by picking the pockets of the
honeft, but unguarded country gentlemen. :
Toaveid thefe, never vifit a tennis-court, or a bowling-
green, without firi@ inquiry into the company, who ordina-
rily frequent them : and then it would be beft .to take a
friend with you, who is accuftomed to the ways of the tawn,

COCK-FIGHTING, though an ancient cufiom, and.
pradtifed. by the nobility and gentry of this kingdom isa -

{candalous and barbourous divertion, and refle@s a difgrace
°" human nature; permit me, thereforey to diffuade my

can honeftly aflure the count~

.

readers
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readers in general from ever appearing in fuch fcenes of
-cruelty, which are ever praiifed to moft notorious villanies,
and which are fit for the altendance of Gamblers only,
HORSE RACING may at firft view be fuppofed within
the compafs of the country man’s knowledge, but 1 appre-
hend I can difcover many tricks in that diverficn, to which
the greater part ure utter firangers. It is certain, thefe
are all frcquented by a number of London Gamblers, who
take the rout from one courfe toanother throughout the
kingdom ; and have ftudied the various means of fraud in
this branch of fport, as a tradefman does his art of pro-
feffion ; it is often in thefe matches pre-concerted who is to
be the winner, by which means thoufands are taken in.
Gamblers getting-together, pretend to make a great buttle,
to be very fanguine for this or the other horfe, by which
means by-ftanders are often induced to bet and lofe their
‘inoney, as they know the winner before they come into the
courfe. Sometimes at a fair match, when judgment can
only decide the wagers, oneof the clan having made a bet,
another fteps up, and the money by confent of parties is
depofited in his hands. If the match goes in favour of the
fair fportfman, away pikes the kiddy with the money, the
ftranger ftares the gamblers fwear, but all to no purpofe ;
the former muft put up with the lofs, and the latter flinks
off with au \hypocritical concern for being accelfary to the
money’s being depofited in the hands of a rogue ; having
taken down the refidence of the deluded man, and promi-
- fed, on the bilk, to give immediate notice. To infure
yourfelf from this kind of cheat, it is beft not to make any
kind of bets; or only trifling ones with thofe of your own
acquaintance. : .

BILLIARDS is a genteel ingenious game, and requires
much desterity and prafice: buat like others is perverted
with gamblers. I venture to affirm, there are more idle
fellows live by this kind of diverfion in London, than by
any other, and the realon is evident: becaufe it is more
pra@ifed. Thafe by overing aver tables from morning to
night acquire in time a tolerable proficiency in the game;
as well as a knowledge of the various fraud practifed in it.
When a firanger enters the room, they all, to ule their own
phrafle, fiag hun, and can foon, if he fpeaks concerning the
fubje@, difcern if he is a pigeon. By a pigeon, I meansa
perfon, who is either a novice at the game, -or an obftinate
conceited fool, who will plawaith a fuperior (o gratify his

own
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own vanity, ifthey c¢annot by propoling great odds get e
novice to play, they will draw him on to bet, and as at
Tennis, let him win three or four times, till at length the
tables turn npon him, and he is decently feceed of his cafb,
The obftinate; - vain man, generally ferves their turn better
than even the novice. He thinks, becaunie e has been
deemed an adept,-at.a table reforted to by gentlen:en and
tradefmen for their diverfion only, he is a match for any
player, and thercfore to fpread his fame, vifits diffefent
tables. But fuch a one cannot but be a dupe to bis own
vanity, and a pigeon to the gambler; becaufe the tkill of
the former is ouly the refult of playing occafionly for his a-
mufement, while that of the latter 1s the effect of daily
praétice and fludy to-his fole-livelihood. ~The country gen-
tlemen, when in town may avoid the fnarcs of yamblers at
the game of billards, by declining all bets;- and all plays
with firangers, ’

~GAMING-HOUSES . Refides the various fports, prof- -
tituted to ‘the fraudulent ,purpofe of this infamous clan,
there are houfes in this town let apart for that vile ufe.—
Thefe are receptacles for all forts of gamiters, and very
inconvenient nurferies to train up youngiters, and qualify
them to play away their efiates when they come wito therr
hands. The adepts at thefe houfes pretend to proceed to
mathematical rules, and the do@rine of proportion; and
that all things are therefore carried fairly and fquarely
amongft them; but many of them have been detecled in
the vileft frauds. Hazaro is, their chiel game, and they
have _(if gamblers) a fort of falle dice, that arc cut and-
flamped fo exallly like the true, and withal marked with
the fame mark, that it is impoflible for firangers that do not
tufpeét the cheat, to difcover it. - The box kceper has com-
moply in readinefs, to put forth on a fign gi\'cn
. When.they have got a gentleman, who they defign to
rook in among them, while fome, are {harping him out ot bis
money within, ethers are tampering with hjs fervants with<
‘out, to find out his circumftances, and the place of his re-
fidence in town. If they find his eficéts will infire them,
and that he his a perfon who may be ventured on, as . {oon
asthey perceive he has loft his flack, one of the gang calls
. hém afide, and after telling him of his gentcel appearance,
and:gencrous fpirit, to prevent his. being expofed, offers
him five or ten pieces. If he accepts of the. fayeur, he
fells bim the cuftom in fuch eafes, is to take nine or ten
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and to allow him to call upon a good hand. W hen this is
loft too,(as it 2lways is in a little time,) then they conclude
he is fixed.  The gentleman who has (lone him the favour
to cheat him of his money, invites him to the tavern (under
a pretence of civility) amd when they have decoyed him
thither, the perfon whn did him the cxtraordivary fervice
tolend him the ten pieces is fent for. FHe in the main time
has made up his purfe, and is ready to credit him the other
ten till next morming, if heis difpofed to try his luck. 17
he confents, that likewife is foon lolt, and what refource
has he then? he worthy triend has no more cath about him,
but declares “it has his opinion, that fince they have won
the gentleman’s ready moucy, they ought to give him a-caft
or two upon honour.  With much feeming reluétance this
is complied with. Thas begius the fatil c;z,liqﬁrophe; if
they think he has too much regard for his reputation, or
too much modefty to make ufe of the flatute for his defence.
or is unwilling. that the town fiould know he has been a
bubble, then thiey ftick him fo decp, that he muft cut off g
limb of his eftate to deliver himfelf from their clutches.
I have been particularin defining this fpecies of gamblers,
as they.arc-of all athers moft injurious to fociety, both from
their deceitful appearances and their-views being direfted
to country gentlemen of property. This very relation of
their infamous proccedings we decem a fufiicient cantion to
avoid them. ! ' :
- Setters,

THESE are fervile, defpicable  wretches, capable of
every ation bafe and fordid, fuch as infinuation, flatfery,
hypocrify, diffinulation, and whatever may contribute to
their flagitious purpofes. All the villanies and cheats in
nature unite in their abje@ minds, and they fiand ever rea-
. dy to profecute advantug€ous milchief. Their comion em-
ploy is to watch young heirs, to draw and trepan them into
~ mean and unequal matches, zﬁxd'imppfe upon’ them jilts and
whotes for women of charater and fortune. TFhis they -
pradtife with fuch art and. dexterity, that it is-almoft im-
poflible, if you once fall into their management; to'efcape
from it, without being totally ruined. . Thofe who unfer-
tunately attend to their guiléful infinuationsoften jully their
honour” by- marrying a harlot ;, and rendet - themfelvies the
bye wo:dy and laughing ftock of alltheir acquaintance; and
) ' % - the
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the ignominy is brought on them tkrough means of a new
affociate, under the hypocritical pretence of fingular Lonef-
ty and fincerity. If thefe fetters cannot palm a wife upon
you, they will endeavour to draw you into fham projeéis
“chimeras.  If you embark into any of their fchemes, you
are fure to be entangled ; and not only lofe the ready money
ou part with but you are in great hazard of being drawn
into future bonds, and” confequently ruined atlaft. The
whole life of a Setter, is, in a few words, a continued
fcene of deliberate villany ; his bufinefs confifts in betray-
ng and trepanning; his fufienance depends upon fraud,
and he may be deemed a fnake in the grafs.

~Hangers-on; or, Spungers.

THESE are a kind of fottith indolent wretches, and
. though not fo mifchievous as the former, are as troublefome
and impertinent, and indeed more offenfive to a man of
fenfeand underftanding than cither of fuch fpunging thieves
as them. They recommend themfelves to fuperficial per-
fons, by a pretence toa tafte of literature, and a knowledge
of the humours of the town. By virtue of thefe qualifica-
tions they think them(elves companions for the beft gentle.
men in tie kingdom, and will be fure, upon the fmalleft
invitation, to croud themfelves upon them, if they meet
with encouragement; and it is much if by degrees they
grow not familiar, after that impudent, and at laft intolera-
le. A fpunger’s whole ftock of entertainment, is gener-
ally a bawdy fong or two, a few drunken healths, and half -
a dozen dull puns ; with thefe he will be psrpetually grat-
ing your ears til] he has tired your patience, and you are
obliged to rid yourfelf from him by very rough treatment.
‘The town fwarms with thefe drones ; and a country gentle-
man can hardly fet his foot into it, but he is furrounded by
them. How unreafonable, I may add how infamous it is,
to pick up fuch loofe and profitle(s perfons and make their
companions. I have often beheld with furprize feveral of
them ftalking before a country gentleman, and crowding
themfelves into all company and bufinefs with him, fucking
and fP‘mgi‘,‘lS upon him, and, in a literal fenle, eating him-
up alive. Thefe you may know by the defcription given of
them, and if you Tretain the leaft ingenuity ofP temper, yoy
will dou’bﬂ,efs treat them with contempt they deferve, -
’ _ Money Proppiers,
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Moncy Drofifiers.

. THE rendezvous of thefe petty cheats, is in the moft
popular parts of the town, fuch as. Moor-fields, Covent
garden, and other publfic places between Weftminfter-hall
and Temple bar, elpecially the two former ; and it is fome
odds if a country man pafles through either of them but he
is attacked by a party. The manner of the cheat is as fol-
lows, the firft is tomakca complete fet, there mnft be three
of them ; one to perfonate a merchant, the other a country
gentleman, and the third a tradefman. When they hit of
the cully, one of the gang marches diréétly before him, and
another follows clofe behind, till they come to a convenient
place, wherethe mouth, as they term him, muft needs ob-
ferve. The fpark that is in the front thendrops the guineas;
¢ Faith, (fays he, turnjng to the firanger) I have found a

' fiece of woney here, and I think it isa guinea.” Then it

e that in the rear perceives be is infenfible of the cheat,
up he fteps and claims halves. After a little ham {quabble
between the two cheats, fays the firft, ¢ if any has a right
to fnack, it is this gentleman who (aw me take it up; ‘but

" to prevent difputes, we will all go to the tavern and {pend

the odd money, and then divide the remainder equally
amongft us.” z'l'he third fill continues at a diftance to ob-
ferve the fuccefs of their management, and in what tavern
they houfe him, which is generally one to which they are
accuftomed ; when he is fixed, then in he comes in a migh-
ty hurry and pretended con{ufion for thelofs of a bill, which
~ he fays, he fappofes he dropt juft now, in the very rcom
. they were drinking. To give colour to the fraud, one of
the twa conveys a fham bill under the table,- which he im.,
mediately takes up, and as a teftimony of his joy, calls for
his pint.

Axfter they begin to look a little warm, up ftarts one of
them and pretends to have dilcovered a pack of cards which
he has betore placed in fome convenient part of the room
for -his purpofe. - ¢« Ha! (fays he) here's a pack of cards;
come, “ I'll thew you one the fmartefl tricks, that I was

- taught by a Frenchman a few days ago.” Then to poffefs
their cuily of their innocence, they fhew feveral of their
* ordinary tricks upon the cards. At laft he that is moft dex-
terous ftarts the grand trick : on which wagers‘enfue, and,
* the mouth is generally taken in.” If this does not pafs uhgon
. o . . hury
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him, they try him with falfe dice, rug and the leather, or
twenty other projeéts, which they have ready on fuch oc-
cafions:. In thort, rather than fail they will kinock him
down, rifle him, or pick lus pocket. If you obferve the
wanner in which this cheat, isé

tion gaintt it. g

Pick- Pockets.

THESE rabble of cheats are fuch as from their ‘ynuth

Lave been trained up to the bafe.art which confilis of a

kind of flight in picking your property from you impercep-
tibly. ‘Their chief refort is Black boyalley, the ruinous

buildings about Chink Lane, and fuch like places. They

efcribed, you needho cau-

attend on public occafions, fuch as public days, proceflions,”

extraordinary fights, &c. They generally go in clans of a
man, a woman and children, each of whom have their re-

{pe€tive department. In crowds they afle@ a great defire

of pafling,and the ufual method is for the man to jotlle the
erfon pomted out as the mark, while a boy or girl does
the bufinefs, and conveys the plunder to a woman, and then
makes off frequently under a coach or two. They alfo free
quent places of public worlhip, that are gencrally crowded
through fafhion, or the popularity of a preacher, from which
they frequently carry off: good booty, and jndecd embrace
cvery opportunity, when there is likely to be a concourle
of people. Thele are moft difficult of all cheats to guard
againft it London, becaufe they are more in number, and
often” in purfuit of prey. - The moft "cfletual method I
can prefcribe, is to avoid all crowds, which are trequently
raifed by thefe means, and if you go to places. of public re-
fort, leave every thing valuable behind you, and always be
apon your gnard. Ladies in particular fhould be careful
of their watches and tweezers, as thefe arc cafily cut from
their fides. . , .

quacksv.y |

THESE are arrogant mifcreants, that rob thoufunls, not
wnly of their money but of their health, They pretend to

knowledge in phyfic and furgery, on the meer foundaticn,

perhaps, of raving done menial offices of gentlemen of the
faculty, or perhaps, a few precepts from fome of their own
‘raternity.” They have nothing. to recommend themto a

confumate
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confuminate cflrontry, and no other means of poiluting
their peliiferious compounds tipon the unwary, then pufl,
groundlels aflurances, and infolent detra@lion.” They have
alfo a convenient back door, and private room, a regular
furgeon and phyfician to attend, and a thoufand fuch like
allurements, to entice you to the ruin of your conftitution.
Country. people are more liable to be caught in their
{nares, from want of acquathtance in town, and. if their
.cafe is venercal, thro’ thame of divulging it to thole whom
they refide to caution you againit thefe murderers of the
conftitution. I fhall lay bdure you their method of treat-
ment the unhappy patient in vencreal cafes particularly.
- When the infeéted perfon appligs, they judge of his cir-
cumitances gencrally by his appearances, and take care to
make him come down before they proceed to bufinefs. .
After examination. Ifthey find him a novice, they endea-
vour to intimidate him, by reprefenting his cal{: to be
really worfe than what it is, but yet, to extort money, pro-
mife notwithftanding the malignant nature of it, a fpeedy
and effeCtual cure. Having given him fome of their com-
pounds with dire@ions concerning their application of them
they appoint an interview at a certain time and difmifs
bim. He muft then produce another prefent, and is difmifl-
ed as before. Their common mecthod is to dally with yon
as long as poflible, and. then either deceive you with «
patched up cure, or more dreadful fymtonis than appeared
on your firft application: but the former is thc more com-
mon cafe, of which there are many inftances in town. To
avoid all connce®ion with thel® kind of deceivers, apply on
all occafiois 13 perlons of eftablifhed repute from a regular
¢dgication, and fair charaéler. - :

- Trappers

THESEL carry on there vile purpofes by the affiftance of
a pregnant whore, and the help of {ome Jetters and papers,
they pick out of your pockets, which give them an julet
into your affairs, If they once are {o fortunate to get a
big-bellied whore into their confederacy, they carry her
about ina kind of triumph among all their cully and novices,
every one forfooth, under the notion of being the true fa-
ther, muft fubcribe an individual maintenance for the firum-
pet and the child, ora warrant muft be got immediately,
and the officers of the parith called in(to their afliltance to
force you to it. If vou conteft the cafe with them, Che

e A
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jade'is ready to fwear it upon you, and all is fettled. If
they get your papers and letters, thefe are the credentials
foi them to commence their villanies in fuch cafes they pre-

tend that the haolot who rifled you, was an honeft woman,

and a* perfen of credit, and you muft either make fatisfac-

tion, and compound the bufinels or, they will expofé you
firff, and bring their alion againfl you afterwards. In fuch .

circumftances a juan is at a lofs how to a@. If he com-
pounds, he fays himfelf open to their mercy, and renders
himfelf a bubble and a property for the future. If you con-
teft it with them, you injure your credit, as they mifrepre-
fent you, abulc you in all companies and upen all accafons
that this abominable unhappy conneétion terminates but
with your deftruction. -~ To efcape this embarreffment, you
muft cautioufly avoid petty brothels, and houfes frequented
by the verfe with fuch kind of men. :

Bullies.

THESE arelewd bluftering fellows, who have rendered
themfclves unfit, by a complication of vicious actions, for
the focicty of fober” and rational perfons, are forced to
thorw. themfelves upon bawds.and whores, and live upon
their contribution. Their rendezvous is among bawds and
whores; they eat their bread, and fight their battles; hec-
tor and infult their cullies, gather fometimes their contribu-
tign, and occationally pimp, betray and fet.  If you unhap-
pily fall intoconverfe with them, they generally entertain
you with the difmal relation of murdcrs and rapes they have
committed, the battles they lrve fought with the officers of
the might, the recounters they have had with a party of
bailiffs and their followers, or fome fuch romantic lies and
forgeries. If they can palm this ftult’ upon you for truth,
it is much if’ thay draw you uot into a quarrel, or fome o~
ther fcrape, and then by a bafe ftratagem bring thenifelves
off, and leave you to fhift for yourfell. The main firength
of'a bully’s valour and procefs depends upon his infolence,
ignorance, and oaths ; and if you once batile him cffeétually,
fo that he may perceive you know both his bufinefs and
temper, he will fawn upon you afterwards like" a fpanial
and you may, ufe-him at your pleafure. 1f you then chat~
tile gis infolgnce, he will) tell you, perhaps, that he has a
battle to anfwer for, and therefore is at prefent reftrifted
from fighting, but when that obligation ceafes, woe be to
sou. I prefume fonc of my country friendswill think this

: , a
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a couverfabic obje@, who for all his cowardice and igno-
rance, and though he is fo below the charaéter of a man, .
<an betray vou into gaming,- quarrels, into a bawdy-houfe,
and into the company of rogues, thieves, and whores, as
well as the ‘whittieft tharger, or floutelt fpark of the town.
Bullies aré of two'degrees, thofe who hover about and be-
long to petty brotheis, and thofe who live upon whores of
fothion.  The formerare made ufe of to introduce country-
men or {frangefs into compliance wiih the extortionate de-
mands of the bawds whores. 1f; after you have regaled
yourfell with -a firampet, aud their poifonous liquounr, you
call to pay, and finding they charged exorbitantly, fcruple
their account, one or two of thefe gentlemen will wakk
into the foem; and advife you to make no difturbance
there, but punctually pay What you know yon had both -
called for and reéceived; otherwife they mault proceed to
compiilfive means; it you then comply not, they will not -
only force from you your property, but tumble you out
- neck and heels, amd probably do you much hurt. '
Thofe bullies whe live-upon whores of fathon, affeét the
drefs and airs of men of rank and fortune, and by firatting
-occafionally by the fide of a gay lady, add a confequence to
~her and themfelves, and induce the ignorant cully te think:
that mis conlers her favour on gentlemen alone, and that
he cannot therefore dream of a favour from her without an
adequate return, shich m poportion to her {plendid appear-
ance, muit be confiderable. They alfo frequently call in
by appointment, when the lady has a cully with her, in or-
der to trepan him lo cards, gnd by that means fends him
away fleeced of his money. Various are the fuares they
1ay for the ignorint and unwary, but thofe who are warned
-of thém in this plain manner, it is to be hoped, will beable
%o dete@, and refolute enough teo thun them. -

Kid-Layers.

- 'IN this cheat thete are always two or three fharpers con-

" gerned ; and it is generally pra€lifed -at night. ~One gocs
‘on one fide of the fireet, the other on the other; and if
they meet a country-man with a portmautua, box, or bun-

dley they follow him until he refts it. One of them then

-goes.up to him, and fays, I'lIl Five'you 2 fhilling to carry
this letter to that houfe, becaufe I'do not-care to go myfelf,

but dont.ftay; in the mean _tix&e‘thgy pike off with the boo-

L ‘ T < T ty.
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ty. If he refls not on the way, .one of them will,go up to
him, and afk him where he is geing, and if unacquainted
with the trick, will gain from him certain intelligence. He
then informs his partner, who, being genteelly drefled, goes
forward. to the houfe, :and having left his hat with a* com-
rade, comes from the door juft as the countryman arrives,
and crics, what made you flay fo long? then takes, the
things from him, and bids,him go over the way tv that houfe
or favern for fome beer, or a bottle of wine, and fays, bring
change for a guinea, or I cannot pay you; while the perfon
is goang over, the things ‘are bruthed, that is, carriced off,
to the great furprife of the bearer. - R

If they fee a countryman with a bundle atking the way,
they will accompany him, pretend to dire& him, and carry
the bundle or box for him; and whilft one takes the perfon
forward, the other gives him the drop, down fome yard or
alley, having previoufly agreed where to meet again with
the booty ; fa the poor ignorant man is left in the urch.

| Duffers.

"THESE fons of rapine generally ply in public plices,
and their ufual method of proceeding 'is as follows: —-
W hen they tee anovice or countryman pafling, the{ beckon
to him, and, if he liftents, informs him, that they have va-
rious forcign comimodities to difpofe ‘of at lefs than half
price, bit as they are run, privicy is requifite, and they
muft therefore beg him to ftep with him to a place conveni-
ent to the purpefe. If the cheat' fucceeds thus far, the

oftranger is’ condu@ed through fome lane, alley or by-path,
to an'obfture corner pravided: for their defign. * Wheh he

“is entered, ‘and the Daffer begins to bring out'his' commo-
dities, in’comes an'accomplice, s pretended on the fame
errand, and to carry on'the delufion, cheapens and pretends
to purchafe different articles. Their cargo chiefly confifts
of handkerchiefs, filk -dnd” ‘cotton ‘flockings, remnants of
old.filk, 8&c. which being ftolen, piked up in Rag-fair, or
elfe bad of the kind, and therefore bought at a eheap rate,
they impofa frequently on-thernovice as foreign, and there-
bg extort from him treble the value. If fufpedtipg the
cheat, he is tardy, and by his unwillingnefs to “deal, they
then begin to bounce and affa& te wonder at his impudence,
in bringang them thus far to the lofsof their time, and per -
kapsa good cuftomer, for wothing, If thisAdpn’tvprevzi[,' :
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they threaten, which gencrally forces the intimidated
ftranger to deal for fome thing; if he fends for change, he
feldom fecs his money again, and they atways lead him to
" intricate holes und alleys, can celdom get him redrefs. In
fhort, if they once trepan an ignorant perfon into their
‘g‘{uﬂc!xcs, it 1s rarc if he efcapes without much coft or vile
‘abufe. . :
, Thele, being defcribed, will be fhunned by turning a
deaf ear to their folicitations.

Mock-Autions.

AUCTIONS, or felling goods of any kind by advance
to the highefi bidder, are in general delufive, and feldom
anfwer the end of the putchaler, as he frequently obtains
his commodities at an exorbiant rate. . . "

The credulity, vanity, and ambitiop of mankind promot-

£d their infiitution, to fubferve the purpofes of thofe who
make a trade of the folly of others. If the beft are feldom
tree from devices, what muft we fay of thofe we are abont
to defcribe ? a more palpable delufion chv\“ails not in Lon-
don, that feat of fraud, I term them Mock Au@ions, be-
caunfe they are deceit throughout their advertifements, fet
Aforth the fale of perfonsnever exifted, and owners that ne.
. ver poflefled fuch property. Thele Auflioncers are gener-
ally fellows who have for(worn honefty and niodefty ; and
being reduced to a crifis of fortune, devife this bafe expe-
diént for a living. © :
* Having taken a petty fhop, they bring tégether & flock
of goods, which for moft part are faulty; they then employ
three or four infamous puffers of eachiex. Thefe are fuch
as they find neceflary to promote trade on two accounts both
affe@ing to purchafe, and thercby ftimulating ftrangers to
bid, and alfo by advgncing, prevent wany commodities
from going offunder a certain ftipulated fum. ;

Preparations thus being made, vp mounts Mr. Orator,
and the cheat begins by putting up part of his fiock.

He harrangues, perhaps, on the éxcellency of a filver
- watch, madgiy an emenent, and put up at a Tmall rate’of
only two pounds ten thillings. = o

To «arry on the device and atirad the notice of paffen-
gers, the watch is handed round the company, tho' cdnfifl-
ing of puffers alone ; one bids, advances; and the hufiness

ivcarried on with great fpirit.
+ When

——
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When the bufile has brought in a few firangers, aud they

find a novice difpofed to bid, the cautioully avoid dallying

when a mouth is near the mark. . :

In like manner they proceéd in other refpeéls, and as
their commodities are cver defelive in fome point or other
and they employ the meanefi hirelings to. delude the igno-
rant to bid the utmoft value, and often much wore, they
cannot fail of deceiving all, who, througir inexperience, are
allured to become purchafers at fo fraudulent 3 market.

Many novices and countrymen have thought they have
bought bargains of this rabble; but time foon convinced
them of a palable delufion.  1f my country friends, in the.
courfe of a vifit to Londen, ate- difpofcd to pyurchafe any
commoditics it affords: I would advife to repair to the fair
tradefman, who fcorns to avail himfclf of their inexperis
ence, and will treat them on the fame terms as the moft
tkilful in the articles for which they dcal; they will fhiun
fraud and enjoy a future fatisfalion. in having expended

. their moncy on.a valuble acquifion.

Whores and }z;-lf;st.,.

-80 many are the infiances of milery, confeqent ¢n affo,
“ciating with abandoned women, that few in this kingdony
are ignorant that fuch depravity is incident to human na,
ture and preductive of fuch fatal effects: It may thence,
perhaps, be deemed ncedlefs to divert your attention from
more important fubjefs by  enlarging on this.” But when
we  refle&t that notwithftanding . the genera] warning,
fuch is the impetuofity of youthful paflion, and fuch the
chicaneries of the vicious, that not only the inexperienced
<ountrymen, but many who have lang refided in town, dai-
Iy fall viftims o the fame ; this fubject, ofall others, claims,
particular regard, and deferve the moft minute and clabo-
rate difcuffion. - ' '

To treat thefe with perfpiciity, it will be neccflary to, -
range them into different clafles, in doing which 1 Mall in-

vert the common method, and begin, with the Hackney
Strumpet, and then proceed gracuaily to the whore ‘of
fathion, referring at the fame tine, parliculary to thofc
who come under the denomination of Jilts. C
Ay the Hackney Strumper I meau the lowefl clafs of
whores, who having been always accultomed to lowlife, or
elfe thrbugh extrayagauce, the deferfion of former charines,.

A
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pr other incidents, reduced to penery and tharcfore ply in
the common flreets, and endeavour to haul men by foree to
their difgufiful embraces.

Thole are a miferable compound of whatever can naufeate
and pall, Ioft to every fenfe of fhaine, and, for the fake of
bread, devoted to cvery flagitious purpole, that heated
lult can pnﬂibly incite, )

As their neccflity compels them to proftitute their car-

_cafles for .the fialleft confideration, and to every reptile of
the earth ? they are fcarcely ever free from a complaint of
all the loathfome difcafes mcident to human-nature, and
are, in fine, a mafs, hedious even in the counception, and
rather antidotes than incentives to venery,

The next chafs are thofe who live in petty brothels, and
infeft particularly the Strand, Flect-fircet, Ludgate-hill,
&c: Thefe arc little better than the ftormer, and differ
chicfly in drefs, being arrayed m the paaltry habit of the
bawd, whofe flaves they are, and by whom they are genc-
villy attended, left, as they term it, they fiould pipe off
witﬁ the duds, or carry the cully, from their fheps of ini.
uity. E . '

1 A).; the former, they, for the benefit of an infamous hoft

or hoftels, fubmit {o all that can difgrace their fex, or fhock

a modeft ear, as wellas poifon their health by gorging them-

felves with peftiferous liquor.

When theyallure-a perfon to their baneful refidence,
they endeavour by plying him with the very.dregs of drink,
to deprive him of realon, inorder to perpetrate their fraud-
ulent defigns. i ) o

This done, he wrought from one degree of paffion to-ane.-
ther, till he becomes a paflive dupe to his doxy, who takes,
care to avail herfelf of the opportunity, by making as pro-
fitable a cully of him as poffible. ,

" Thus he loofes his money, .injures his health by drinkir;

the moft pernitious liquors, and may think himfelf ucky, 1t
he efcapes nautious diftempers. ‘

The next clafs we fhall mention arc thofe who refide, as
they term it, in private lodgings, but in reality, only a gen-
teeler fort of bawdy houfes. Among whom are included,
thofe bagnio ladies, whe alfo wear the bawd’s apparel; but
as the bawds are of fuperior rank for the former, foarc they
whores in point of appearance and company.

Thofe ranks of doxies frequent the park, the play, jelly.

boufes, W...th---by’s, &ec. all of which we; fhall -fpeak

I S hercafic:

-
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hereafler.  They are moftly indebted for their tawdry ha-
bit to a woman who furnithes ladies with fuits according to
their value, at fo much per fuit per duy, alfo with occalion-
al watches and trinkets. ., . o
Thefe are devoured by landlords, fervants, or favourite
feHows, who hating induftery, and loft to all fenfe of ho-
nopr, meanly live upor the contributions of unfortunate
women. o . ,
- In reality, they are as miferable as the former, and oblig-
ed-often to fubmit to as odious means of procuring money.

If they can feduce a firanger, they infinuate to himn their
fuperiority to the common clafs of the woman of the towii,
the expence of their lodgings, and genteel appearance, and
thence infer their title to a much more confiderable giatui-
ty for a favour done him. . o

If you affociate with thefe through the allurement of 'a
filk gown, you will be liable to expences, and equally to
difeafes with the former. , '

The whore of fafhion is generally the refufc of a man of -
rank or fortune, who bemg left in a deplorable plight as to
clothes and money, fupports on appearance of grandeur, re-
tides in,a gay part of the town, and referves herfelf for thofe
alone who are capable of amply retaliating her favours,

She has generally a train of followers, is a mighty toaft
among the red coat gentry, her converfe is therefore claim.
ed, asaninftance of tafte and good brecdiiig. )

Her {nares are more bewitching than any of the former,
as her embraces are certainly more eligible, and confequent-
ly create a firong defire of repeating them. s

As the fmalleft of her favours are nqt difpenfed without
a confiderable acknowledgement, to kecp up her acquaint-
ance, in a fhort courfe of which, fo many incidental cxpen..
ces will occury as require an amplé fortune. o

Many country gentlemey owe their ruin te ap unfortu-
‘nate connexion with thefe firft -rate whores, who having dif-
membered their eftates, and. impaired their corflitutious,
have only to lament the refidue of their lives, their want -
of knowledge to elude the art, or refolufion to avoid the
temptation of thefe banes of, their future peace of mind. =

he Jirt, though a littJe more private and defigning, ié
aslewd and diffolute, and more dangerous’than either of the
-former. They would be counted, fqrfooth,‘vir't,aous and
religious whores, who defpife common crcatures, and ‘affect

to blufh at a fmutty joke. 20¢ N
By
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By a demure look ard oily tongue, they work upon the
credulous, who if they obtain the fmallelt favour, rate it as
.an extraordinary conqueft. ,
It they vouchfafe (o become your occafional bedfellow,
they muft have a handleme fettlement, elegant lodgings,
plate, china, and all things fuitable to a woman of rank.
On thefe confiderations the would be faithful to you, or at
leaft promife fo to be; but her fidelity will laft no fonger
than you can maintain bher in her extravagance, withwhich
the ogligation on her part be fure to fail. She can pray, hed
crocodile tears; fham a fit, as a "token of her affeion -for
you, but in" your abfeiice will ridicule you to her favourite
man, as a foolith impotent feHow, and affure him that as
" foon as fhe can perfuade you out of the fettlement, and the
new furniture, fhe will agront‘and then leave you. o
Sometimes fhe will pretend to pregnancy, and then natual
affettation muft induce you to take care of your little one,
and allow the mother the neceffaries for a lymg-in woman.
She will remind you that Lord A——'s, Sir John B——"s
and Colonel D—s miffes lay in with as much ftate as the
beft lady in the kingdom ; nay Mr. F , that was'but an
ofdinary citizen, prefented his miftrefs with a new bed, and
the farniture of @ room which coft him near two hundred
pounds: .- Alter this parade, fhe will infinuate, that her
merit being equal to the'beft, fhe has a right to derrand the
fame tfage, and therefore will treat any paltry offers with
- the contempt they deferve. Nay, the will carry her effron-
terry fo far as to tell yon, that as cafés ffand between you
and her, you ought 10 cut off the entail of your eftate, and
fettle a good part of it upon her for life, and from her to de- .
volve uponthe child. - ' o ' '
The tricks and devices of a jilt are numberlefs, and can
only be paralleled by their jugratitude and inhumanity.—
Nothing can be more perfidious than thefe creatures, who
after a profufion of favours, on the leaft remiffnefs, wili
grow rude and infolent, laugh at, revile, and fcorn you,
" and you will become no lefs their buffoop now, than you
had been their bubble before. e o -
_ To fum up her charalter, we may, with truth affert, that
in a jilt are comprehended all the vices, follies, and imper-
tinencés of 'the whole fex. o R
1]
: - Bawds. -
THE{ Bawn is a creiture’ infamous #nd, deftruive be-
R R e '. : L o RS T )y-'hd
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yond defcription, a wretch, who being lilt to all fenfe 6f
modefty and humanity, is capable of any aétion, bafe ard
injurous as it may be (o fociety, to ferve her own infamous
purpofes. -Thefe ladies generally keep feraglio’s of their
own, the entrances of which are conflantly graced with
three or four painted harlots, that are ready to leize the un-
wary who pals by them. _If they can any ways trepan the-
inexperienced into their care, as.they term it, (and rather
than fail, they haul you in) yoa muft thencall for your bot-
tle or bowl, after which a finutty toaft is given to acquaint -
you with the nature of their occupation. Soonalter, in
vomes the governefs, in a pretended rage, fnatching up
the candle, defires you to follow, and fhe'll light you up
herfelf. =~ o S

When they have got you-up fairs they conclude you are
fist; five or fix of her chéice whores, therefore, are let”
loofc to play upon you ' at their difcretion, ifbya lewd
courfe of behaviour, they can entice you into debauchery, -
the next thing is, which ¢f the laidesyou pitch upon, and
the terms. - o : B n

There’s Mifs Jenny is but Juft come out of the countryy
there being little difference between her and a maidenhead,,
and ftated terms are ten- fhillings, befides a crown for the
ufe of the room. Mifs Fanny, a good clean'girl, and as
harmlefs” as a lamb, may be allowed at three half crowns,
a rate he never went under. Mifs Mary, Mifs Nancy,
and fweet Mifs Sukey, are all free, found, andafive girls,
but becaufe {rading is dead and money isfcarce, and you
look ‘a civil gentleman, and the bawd would encourage you
to come again, they fhall any of them divert you for a
crown, allowing another for the room, asuftal. = .

From this delcription, my country reader muft be fenfi-
ble, that fuch wretches are more to be avoided thana peft-

houfe, being in every refped as contagious. e

A Procuress..
AS thefe monfters in iniquity are more particularly the
. bane of the fair-fex, I fhall for the fake of the honeft
<ountry girl, whofz lot it may be to come up to town, pre~
fent an account of a notorious one, as verbally related to
- ‘me by way of aletter. - :
¢ Dear Coufin, A
- Our pious aunt has frequently warned us of tke danger
'> which we muft be inevitably gxpofed in town. I have
N " been

P
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been convinced of the truth of her reprefentatian, by au
accident which threatened my utter ruin, and from which
I efcaped in a extraordinary manner; the circunftances
". was as follows: ,

Returning from a vifit to a relation, I was overtaken in
Cheap-fide, by an elderly woman of creditable appearance,
who having accofted me in a civil manner, atked, if I did
not come to town, to feek fome genteel place. Upon my
replying that I did, fthe informed me of a vacancy, which
the was certain would prove agreeable and to which, as the
liked my appearance, fhe would reccommend me.

I expreflfed my acknowledgement, took dircdions, and
immediately enquircd for a certain lady near Solin.  Wheén
I entered tl{e houfe, I was fhewn into an elegant parléur,
where I had not long fat, before the gentlewoiman ¢ame in,
to whom having prefented my reccommendation, fhe feem-
ed well pleafed and ordered a fervant to bring in a bow! of
- warm liquor, called negus, confifting of wine, water,

orange, &c. which fhe faid, was for fome friends fhe ex-
peted fhortly : but asI was warm with walking, defired
‘me to drink fome of it, telling me it was an’innocent, plea-
fant liquor, and that fhe always ufed her waiting maids as
herfelf. Pleafed with her condefcention, and being warm
-and thirfty, 1 drank pretty freely. She ther made mé fit
dowh by her, affuring me of her averfion to ptide : and
ihat when the had no company, the would always tréat me
in like manner, if I behaved well: She then enquired
concerning wages, and was fatisfied with my firft propofal.
Affairs thus fetiled, I rofe up to take my leave, telling her
I would wait on her any day the enfuing weck, aud btin
my cloaths with me. -Upon this I was not a little furprifed
to find her infift on my faying that night, as her own maid
was gone away, and fhe had mvited feveralladies to f{)end :
the evening with her. Mindful of my aunf’s advice, ﬁe-
remptorily refufed, and could perceive difpleafure im her
‘countenance, when fhe found me refolved.  She again pli-
¢d me with liquor, which began to turn my kead, and difor-
dered my ftomach. I entreated once more to depart, on pro-
mife of returning immediately, which caufed my new mif-
trefs with fullen voice to declare, 1 fhould on no account fir
out of the houle; and leaving the room in a pet, took the
key in  my hearing out of the door. This cirtumflance
greatly alarmed nie, and- in the mean timea beautiful girl
efitered the parlour, elegantly c‘l{clfed, aund every way gen~

toal
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teel. Having gazed.on me for fome time with folemn aflo-

nilhmernt, fhe rofe from the chair, bolted the door, and
~breaking into a flood of tears, thus exprefled herfelf:
 Dear Young Woman, I

I cannot make you fenfible of the pain I feel on your ac-
count, and from a defire to ferve yon, I run the hazard of
involving myf(elf into greater mifery, if it be poflible, than
1 have yet experienced. But my heart will not fuffer me
to draw others into the fame fnare with myfelf. You are
now in a notorious brothel! and if you efcape notin a’ few

hours, you are inevitably ruined ? — I was once as innocent _

_ as now you feem to be: my virtue was unfpotted, and my
mind - as uncorrupted, when I firft entéred thele accurfed

- doors, whither I was fent on an errand for the fame caufe

that brought.you to themi. I 'was by force detained all
fiight, as you are defigned to be, robbed of my virtue, and
fearing the difpleafure of my friends, for ftaying witheut
their knowlelge, as well as being in the utmoft confufion
“ how to proceed, I was obliged to repeat my guilt, and hard-
1y time to reflect on.its fatal’ confeqyences. My liberty I
implored in vain, and my gricf ferved for the cruel fport of
all around me. .Indeed I have been fo long confined, that
I am afhamed to appexr among my friends and acquaintance.
In this dreadful fituation I have been perplexed with dif-

.f_uftful opportunities from different men. Thus in thame-

ful round of guilt and horror bave I linguifhed out ten
months, fubjeét to inconcecivable miferi¢s. The fame fate
" awaits you: however, as my wretchednefs will fearee ad-
mit of addition, I will'affift you in what I can, and not, as

the infamous procurefs, contribute to make you as unhappy

. as myfelf. o .

- You may imagine the horror with which this fad relation
_ftruck me: I was dumb for fome time trembling every-joint,
" but, recovering a little, I thanked the unhappy fair, and

earneftly craved the profcfied affiftance. The. Iucky mo-

ment foon arrived, when a gentleman coming to the door, -,

. fhe ftepped up herfelf for the key, which-the unfufpeéting

procurefs gave her, I took the opportunity to run outof -

_ the houfé in fuch a hurry, that I left my cloak and bonnet
‘behind me. . : L ‘ : '
. T amafflured yourejoice with me fur my deliverance, and

. defire you will take-an opportunity of making it public, that .

ethers warned by the unhappy fate of the injured innocent,
: » . ' o\ may



may guard againft the wiles of our own fex, as well as

thofe of the other. ' : .

o - I am ycurs, affectionately, M. D.

The chief places ol refort for thefe vileft of their fex,
are the play houfes-fome coffce houfes, and public places.
They aflume various forms, and are capable of aéting divers
parts. Sumetimes they have the moft delicate woman in
the world for you, at other times a fine young creature of
about fourteen, a perfe@ pattern of innocence and modelfty,
-and a pure virgin: befides fhe bas one that fings ‘like an
angel, another that dances to a miracle, a third that has an
incomparable fhape and main, and a fourth that is an ab-
foluie wit, and the only diverting companion of_ her fex.

In (ort, the has them, or at leaft pretcnds fhe has them,
of all prices, from a guinea to five, and from five to an hun-
dred; but let me affure you, that if you deal with her for
any, you have better luck than moft men, if it does not -
prove a dear bargain on the making up of you account.

Country girls to avoid their fnares, muft turn a deaf ear

to any who may accolt them in the ftreet or any place what-,
ever.

Waggon Hunters.

" THE infamous device contained in this title, is pradtifed
by both fexes, in various manpers, and from different mo-
tives. There are always a number of defpicable hirelings

. in the fervice of bawds and procurefics, who attend-at inus,

to obferve the number and ftate of the paffengers immedi-
ately on their arrival in the counfry waggons. Ifethey fix
on a perfon, efpecially of the temale fex, whem they think
fit for their bale purpofes; they make it their. bufinefs, to
watch their motions; and §f they find her difpoled to ftop
at the inn, infinuate themfelves ‘to converfe with her, and
if poffible gain fome intelligence relating to her future pro-
ceedings. o - _ o

If they facceed in the firft point, it furnifhes them with
an opportunity of contrafting an acquaintance with the
poor country girl, and next offering her fervice to get em-
ploy. The fraud is generally carried en hy women, who
are capable of all the infinuation, as well as perpetrating -
the bafeft defigns under a mafk of the moft difinterefted
friendthip. The{lwdl warn- the unfufpefling innocent of
the dangers to which théy are expofed in a ftrong town, :&nd
o ' B > offer

« . N
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offer their counfel and direion from a pretended motive of
' will. - '

If their hypocrily prevails, and their proffered fervice is
accepted, when they recommend the poor girl to fome in-
famous patronefs of iniquity, and proftitution-and mifery
too frequently enfue. '

I remember an inftance of an unhappy fair, who loft her
virtue, and commenced her deftruflion the very day of her
arrival in the enfharing town. ' .

She had hardly allighted, when the was accofted by one
of thefe feducers under a pretence of having feen her be-
fore in the country. The girl exprefled her furprife, but
the fole abetter of fornication perﬁsed in claiming a know-
ledge of her,.and infifted on her taking a lodging and a bit
of mutton with her, till fhe could provide hetlelf agreeably
to her own mind. The girl fill exprefles much- wonder at
her, but being at length wrought on by importunity, inforc-
ed Ly fome crocodile tears, which fhe called forth'as a tif-
timony of her fincerity, accepted the kind offer, and de-
parted from the inn, under the guidance of this pernicious
conduftrefs. ’ S '

As they were paffing together through the fircets, by her
vile hypocrify, fhe infinuated herfelf into the confidence of
the girl, who, relying on her friendthip, cheerfully follow -
ed her, till they arrived at the deiiructive babitation in an
alley adjeining to Bow-lane. On their entrance fhe inform-
ed two young woman, whom fhe had kept in bondage fome
time, of the extraordinary circumftance of her meeting
with her ¢country friend, and of the plealure fbe had. in be-
ing able'to entertain her till fhe could change her refidence,
in a manner fuitable to her defign of. cotutng {o town. .

Through fear of incurring the difpleafure of (he old cat-
terpiller, the deceit is carried on, (il‘I) the approach of night,
when a grave citizen enters in confequence of notice {ent
bim by the ' bawd, who informs the girl that fhe has procur-
ed her a wealthy hufbanc, that the nuptials fhall be fhortl
confummated, fo that he fame bed may hold them b,otﬁ
that night. o : o

+The aftonifhment of the deluded fair an this occafion is
inconceivable; fhe fell on her knees, tet fall a flood of tears;
and in themoft moving accents, begged the liberty todepart. -

’!’he hardened mifcreant, unaffeéted by this.fcene of woe,
Plainly told her, that all refiftance was vain ; for that though
*he contradi@ed her own intereft, it was the duty of a friend

: o whe
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who knew what courfe would beft tend thereunto, to com .
el her to profecute the fame.

She then repeated her importunity to depart, which be-
ing again denicd, fhe begged that the afluir might he poft-
puned, but all proved unavailable, fhe was forced into the
embraces of the lafcivious fpoiler of her virtue, but happily
did not furvive its tatal lofs, o

There is a lerics of male Waggon Hunters, whofe mo~
tives are purely to gratify tlieir Iibidinous defires.

Thefe are‘generally delibitated feliows, who, tired.of the
roftitutes of the town, are fond of a freth country girl,
rom whom the{ have no ogcafion or reafon to expect any

injury but pleafure.
Intelligenice Office.

THERE is not a more palpable fraud impofed upon the
town, than that praétifed by moft of the ofiices.

" They are generally carried on by perfons wholly illiterate,

or thole of rained ftortunes and charaéters, whole only re-
“ commendation is a- tolerable coat, powdered wig, and a
conf{uminate effrontery. :

Their windows are always filled with fitious wants, in
order to mnake a parade of bufinefs to draw in the snwary
for intelligence. o .

On your entrance the book is opened, vour rame jnfert.
ed your fhilling paid, and you become a candidate for a
place of confiderable profit according to your capacity : or
if a mafter ftands intiiled to a good fervant.  Ef you are de-
firous -of raifing money on an eftate, or any kiud of goociz,
they will help you to a codger, who fhall adwance the sen-
dy money- at a trifung interell and moderate preminm.

In fhort, they will aflit you in the difpoial of any incum-
" brance of eflate or effeéls, .in the wmoft genteel and expedi-

tious wmanner, .

. They live by bubling maflers and {ervants, pretending
to do that for you which they never defigned,and promifing
that which they are certain they never can efie’. Country
people, for want of acquaintance in town, have often beon
“made a prey by thefe voracious animals; after dancing: at-
tendance on them every day for leveral mounths. tagether,
. making -a thowu{and applications in vain, and being foecled
- out of fome pounds. . ‘ Lo i

But thefe offices are altended with more deftrutive of:
fe€ls. They have often been:the markets for the pimp, thc

bawd.
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awd, and the procurefs, who have reforted to them, to Tee

vhat goods come in, and hear whether a pretty country. -

7irl was to be found by means of regifter. It might with-
:afe be proved, that fome of thefe gentry have been in fée
with. the pimping profeflion, and that many innocent girls
owe their ruin to their combined fraud. ‘
Country people of neither fex, can with reafon propole
to themfe{vcs any advantage from applying to thofe ofhces,

where they are liable, if conne@ed with them, to be bub-
bled, cajoleld, and trepanned. - - - '

| Fortune Tellers.

THESE gentry, by dint of Aftrology, impioully pretend
to prefcience or knowledge of future events. With re-
fpect to all aftronomical prediions, we have had abundant
proofs of thcir verification, but every fober thinking man
muft be corvinced of the abfurdity, as well as préfumption
ot a fhort-fighted mortal’s claiming a certain knowledge of
what fhall befall any individual, in the coutfe of a tranfi-
tory and uncertain life. : S e

Sach is the credality of mankind in general, that many
live in this as well as.in other countries, by abfurdly amu-
fing the curiofity of ignorant men and ftily women. -

In the country the myfterious art is profefled and pra&li-

fed, by gipfies, and many have daily recourfe to their all- -

exploring faculty. L. » .

In town, the furprifing myfery is arrogated by a fesw
noted profeflors, whole houles are as much crouded on the
particuiar occafions, asa courtier’s un a levee day.

Thither repair a crowd of defponding fwains, to be af-.

fured concerning the affeCtions of their {weethearts; thither
flock a train of youthful virginste learn their future deftiny :

thither flies the’ lofer to recover darling property, and thi-

ther the fond mother to know thefituation of an abfentchild.
In fhort, to thefe repofitories of late, daily repair the cre-
dulous, the inquifitive, the defponding, -aitd the doubtful.
On their entrance, they are thewn into a room fet apart
for the reception of the cuftomer, as but one at 4 time can’
be admitted into the Sanftum Santorum, where fits this
pradigy of fcience. ' When you are admiitted to an inter:
view, you firft compliment him'with a prefent, which if
you defire minute information, muft be in proportion to the
mportance of the event, and your anxiety concerning it.
With folemn afpe@ he demands: the: fubjeét and matter of

your
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your inquiry ! which told him, he paufes fume time, then
. aths you many circumflancial qucitions, and after another
paufe; reveals the important fecret, and difmiffes the cre-
dulous enquirer, with theairof a moft profound philofopher.
_The winds of thefe pcrfons are doubtlefs, affeéted. ac-
-sording to the predictions of Mr. Infallible; which muit
certainly have an influence on their future condué. Many
have becn lo eclated by affurande of future fuccefs, that
grown indolent in ftations of life, they have loft the very
meauns of living. .
Others, deprefled by ill-fated predictions, have {unk into
" defpair, and negleted the common concérns of their rank
and ftation. . L
As a proof of human credality, I fhall prefent the reader
with a l?ngula'r fuccefs in the black art.

A young gentleman falling in love with the daughter ofa’
wealthy merchant, but being deprived of the confummation
of it, through the difagréement of their refpeétive parents,
went on his travels, and among other places went to Ham-
burgh, where he happened to be in company with a certain
gentleman, who {peaking of his brother in London, faid he
was latcly married to the daughter of Mr. A——, a mer-
chant n that city.

The gentleman heariag a name mentioned, which was
the fame with that of his former miftrefs’s father, enquir-
ed where the perfon who was lately married lived, and be-
ing certified of his name and place of abode, failed for

- England the firft opportonity. On his arrival in Londoen

he went to the houfe, according to the direQions given him,
. he was in the country and would not return that night. He
" enquired for the lady, whom he well knew, tho’ fhe re-
‘membered not him, being much altered by the cutting off
his hair, and marks of the finall pox and pretending to have
letters of reccommendation from her hufband’s brother at
Hamburgh, defired to be entertained as a fervant. The
lady replied, that her hufband being ablent, the could not
_give him a decifive anfwer, but as he had a letter from her
rother 1n Jaw he thould be welcome to a night’s lodging ia
the houfe. )
He embraced her offer with much apparent cheerfulnefs,
- and immediately entered the houle. The lady pretended
indifpofition, was for going to bed, in order to hurry him
‘away, fupperlefs, when he obferving, de¢fired a little beer.
* When the majd was gone to fetchity he had leilure to 'l)ook
. : o : about .



ahout, and efpied, amongft other things a.cloth laid in am-

ple manner, as if for fome banquaet, from whence concluded

that this preparation could ngt be for the nextday, but that
fome perfon was to come irt her hufband’s abfence to par-
take of the dainttes, he determined to watch their motions.

Now it proved according to his furmile, this entertainment

being provided for the regale of agallant who had made an .

aflignation for that night. o
He accvordingly came at the appointed hour, and was re-

. ceived with marks of the moft endearing refpe®. % his
caufed the firft Tover to regret his bard fate: neverthelefs,
ke refolved to }iow the event of the affair. :

. They bad no fooner fet down to their regale, thana
knocking was heard at the door, and the maid difcovered it
to be her mafter. This put them into {uch a confternation,
that had e not been'a woman of recady invention and ex-
traordinary prefence of mind, they muft have been deteéted ;
but thrufting her fpark, the provifion, tables, bottles, and
all into an adjoining clofet: fhe betook herfelf to her coach
with a prayer book in her hand. : o

-Her huiband entering, thought himfelf happy in.a wife -
who was conftantly at her prayers, and told her alter fome
little difcourfe, - that he was going to Gravefend, to give or-
ders about the lading of a fhip, but that he heard that fhe
had fatlen down to the Nore, and coming off the water, he
was hungry-and muf have fomething to fupper. His vir- -
tuous wife told him, that he being abroad, fhe had prepared
nothing. '~ o ) L o '

“Thefiranger now took an opportinity to thew himfelf, and
being demanded by the mafter who he was, the ladyinformed
him, that he was one who had letters of reccommendationto.
be a fervant from her brotherinlaw at Hamburgh. Theeld
Don then afked him his qualifications. I have, replied the -

_other) been breda {cholar, and taken fome degrees at the uni-

verfity. I can writea good hand, and underitand accounts

-well, befides which during my refidence at Oxford, I fpent

fome time in the ftudy of magic, or the black art, for which |

was expelled. I candifcover private encmies, revcal rob-
beries, help right owners to goods fiolen or loft, and to fhips
becalmed procurea wind, that fhall bring them to theirdefired.
port. I'wifh then, faid the old gentleman, you could procure
me a{apper to night, for my appetite is very keer. With this.
wifh he promifed to comply, and the ladyfearing the difco-
very of the intrigue, oppofcd it violently. till the tham con-

IIIrer.



~ dreffed gentleman, fuch as may pleafe this lady. -
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jurer, affurcd her by a private fign, that he would preferve
- her honour inviolable, fhe confented, upon condition, that
- he fhould have nothing to terrify her.

Our magician then began his incantation Mephorbus!
Mephorbus! Mephorbus, thrice have I invoked thee my
familiar, be thou now an affiftant to my defires, {upply .
_whatever a hungry appetite requires. N

- After making the twelve figns on the Zodiac, apd matter-
ing fome intelligible jargouns: he paufed, and ftood as if
litening to an invifible fpeaker, then told him that they
~ might fall too and eat heartily of the meat that was provided
for them, which ftood upon a table ready furnithed in fuch
a clofet. 'When the mafter of the houfe had appeafed his
hunger, he defired to be informed, by what manner all this
provifion was brought into the clofet, as he heard 10 noife.
Sir, fays the canjuror, ’twas done by a familiar that I have
‘command of, and you.fhall fee him if you' pleafe. By all
means fays the other, that I may thank him, for I .would,
according to the old proverb, give the devil his due; upon
which the firanger renewed his invocations, thus Mepbor-.
bus! that lurkeft here, put on human fhape, appearvifible
to our eyes, and come forth in the likenels. QF a fine well

Upon this the yourg gallant came forth and the door he-
ing opened for him he paffed through the room, making a
bow, and went into the fireet. =~ = o

Thus the pretended conjuror came off with apglaufe op
all fides. The mafter of the houfe was obliged to him fpr
. procuring an" elegant repaft ata time he wanted it; the.
lady for getting rid of her gallant, and the gallant for fuch
. a favourable opportunity of efcaping from her buthand..

Whether this relation: be true or fabulous, it is as well
. authenticaled, as the prefent faculty, to which our modern

~ fortune-tellers pretend, notwithftanding, .through the cre-
dulity and folly of mankind, fuch infamous cheats are pro- .
tected and encouraged. . A

As a further dete@ion of thefe vile impofters, T thall cite-
a partiqular inftance, wherein- their abfardity appears mdit -
glaring. iz ‘ e

There now lives in this town a famous wife man, who is
agreat pretender to-the art of -fortupe telling, and has ac-

uired -fuch reputation among the lower clafs of people,
that he has forty or £fty foels to attend-him every morming,
fame women to know when they.fhall he masried, fonje
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mirried women, whofe hufbands ‘atc 4t fea, or in foreign .
Plantations'to know if he can give them any tidings concern-
§n§ their flate. and circumftances: fome’ perfons to know
whetlier they fhall be profperous in their marriage, voyage,
or bufinefs in hand, and others about ftolen goods and the
Kke,  Au ingenious married lady having heard much of Mr.
Telltruth’s name, refolved to be determined whether his
pretenfions were well founded. or his followers were fools.

She accordingly applied to oracle and on her apprdach tothe
¢hair of Infallibility, told him, in a fubmiffive manner, that
fre defired to be informed when providence would blefs her
With a hufband. Having examined her phiftognomy, the
prophet told her, the man was yet unknown to her, who
- would marry het in a few weeks, by whorit fhe fhould have
three children, then bary him and marry a fecond time foon
fter very much to her advantage, and fatisfation and
thould live happy with him to a great age.

- The lady then remonfirating with the impuftor on his
fallacy, and déclared that fhie had a hufband nine years, he
defired ‘to fee her hand once more ; upon a review of whick
lie cried, I was miftaken, for now I find thou haft a hatb-
anl, but he is fych a very finall one, that I can with much
difficulty difcern his fignification in thy palm. Happening
to fue s right in this particular, ‘the lady burft into luughter,
ahd being well pleafed with the cunning of the cheat, went
away confirmed in her opinibn, that there was fothing in
Bis pretefded fkill, but mere guefs and fubtilty,

‘1 weuld therefére particularly admonith my country
_ frienids to céntemn fuch arrogant pretenders to an attribute

of the deity} to banith all idle and groundle(s fuggeffions,
and profecuting the paths of honour and virtue, leave othrer
coneéras to an uttering providence. v ’

© ~ Pretended Friends. ,

BEFORE I lay open to my eountry readers the fraud
which ofteri lies hid, in feigned pretentions to friendfhip; it
will be neceflary to deferibe fome general properties of a’
knave or falfe friend, that they may be opon their guard
and avoid their guileful infinuations.

Though fome ere of an opinion that a knave may be
known by his looks, . and that the countenance is an index
to the mind, there are hyprocrites, whe have art enough te
manage their very laces, fo.as to indicate the ftriteft ho-
nefly, -or-profound flupidity. A knave lwould,diﬂing{:;xi(h

‘ om
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from a fulle friend, by obferving, that thofc he wrongs arc
not fuch as he profefles friendfip for = but practifes upon
all whom chance throws in his way ; whereas a treacherous
freind, after the moft folemn proteftations, and firongeft ob-
ligatians, breaks through every bond, and evidently dif-
cover a want of eonfcience, horour and common honc&y; he
as much exceeds a knave in the attrocioufnefs of his condué@
as pcrjnr{' and treachery are more injurous than a common
cheat. Mere pretentions to friendhip arc a conbination
~of fraud and deceit of every kind, as well as the produce of
the meanett cowardice for, as by their difguife, they obviate
the fulpition ef the open-hearted generous man, they fre.
quently ftab him in the dark, with refpe@ to clraracter or
property.
_ In fhort, in point of firict morality,they differ not {rom the
murderer, for though they evade the letter of the law, they
are guilty of violating every facred tie, thatcan conne@l the
intreft of mankind, or promote focial happinefs. .
Various are the methods which thefe pretenders purfuc
to in{nuate themfelves with the ignorant or the generous.

- Swindlers.

VICE like fathion is for ever fluttuating in its modes, a
ftale villany hecomes obfolate, and is E]pplied by fome
cnormity of a more modern date; it is therefore neceflary
for the information of the public, and to caution the unwary
to trace it through its variegies, and expofe every attrocious
invention in its proper colours, as its being new.may make
it fuccelsful, its being expoled may prevent the mifcheif.

Thete are ufually a number of fwindlers conncéted to-
gether, they hire a genteel houfe, one appears as maficr,
- others as clerks ; and fome as menial fervants. They order
all-kinds of goods, gaining credit from their apparent op-
ulenee, and as foon as they are delivered, fell them for
ready money at perhaps 50 per’'cent under prime cof, to
fome tradefmen who are mcan enough to encourage (uch
wretches. An old proverb fays, without a recciver there
could be no theif. = And without fuch tradelmen there
could be no. fwindler.—Howcver among the Jews there is
always a certain receptable for the [pois obtaived by every
kind of villany. i , ; o } .

In the country the make ufg of a forged bankers’ checks,
properly filled, and apparently good, and in -town they
ufuaily offer payment in promiffory notes, indorfed on thlg
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back with feveral names, which make them appear exfreme-
Iy refpe@able, and by fuch impofitions, not enly obtain -
goods, but even ready money in exchange. ‘

But the moft arl{ful deception of the fwindlers, and what
the public ought to be more parti¢cnlarly cautioned againtt,
s ‘what is called going upon the mace, that is, anfwered ad-
vertifeméntS'infektég in the public papers by tradefmen,
who upon fome particular .emergency have an accafion to’
borrow money. 'The (windlers trace out an obje& of this’
kimtl, appear as a geutleman, {eem to be poffeffled of many
valuable papers, ‘reé;‘end" great humanity and promife to
raife the money d%:'e ly, provided the tradefman will give
his note of hand payable ina préfcribed time ;. the necefiit<’
ous and deluded perfon immediately complies and gives his
note very readily; one of the fwindlers takes it and aflures
him that he will be back within ail hour’s tiine with the fum.
requifite. The tradefman waits impatiently but neither
fees nor hears of him again, nor indéeéd, of his note till it
becomes due, for the fwindler repair§ with it in triumph to
his companions. Now thefe reptiles who exift upog the
ruin of families; and commit thie moft attrocious villanies,
pretend to be confcientionfly {crupulous witl refpeé to per-
jury and therefore in ovder €6 avoid thi¢ crime, which is
#heir only bugbear, one of the fraternity, in the fight of
two others as witnefles, fell fome goods, it matters not of -
what kind, to the fwindler whe has the tradefman’s note,
the goods are paid for with the note, and a trific of change
given, as foon as the hote is dad, tite poor tradefman s
arrefted upon .it. - If be gives bail, dnd tries the d&ion,
the perfen who arrefted him {wears that ke gave the value
for the note; and two confedeératescorroberate his evidence,
and the poor tradefman is éaft and obliztd to pay the dept
with coft of fuit. L e )

If trade i$ dead, and no fuitable ‘advertifemént appears,
the fwindlers themfelves adveitife; foimefimes to borrow
" money, wheén they contrive by [pécions dppearances to in--
veigle the leénder out of his motiey -uponr his note of tlie
fwindler, who feems to have occafien to borrow it, and the
fecurity of two confederalés,” Who appesr in refponfible -
chard@ers ; when the note becomes due, then fecurities
are not tojbe found, nor perhapsthe fwindler neither, but if
the lender 1hould trace him out, and arreff him, his comrades. -
bail him to wait the iffue of attial, butt the time, neither
principal or bail até to lie heardof. = = .

o 5y GO " The
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The gang of fwindlers are campoled chiefly of Jews,
fome Frenchmen and Germans. They fometimes afflumé
titles, or at leaft appear as capitul merchants always wear
the face- of bufinefs, and give them(lelves many confequen-
tial airs.

‘However they may eafily be obferved by the eye of ob-
fervation by overaling their parts, for they are always in a
great hurry, appearsto be overwhelmed with bafinefs, and
make a great parade of feeming fnbftantial perfons, fre-
quently pulling out their pocket books, as il accidently,
and difplay a.?reat number of fictious bank notes: they
often vary the fubje@ of their dilcourfe, and always keep
their eyes fixed upon the eyes of the tradefinan, ar perfoa
they intend to impofe upon, bailiff like to circumfcribe his
attention that they may with the greater eaie decetve and

deftroy him.
Goffifs. _

THIS is the laft of the pernicious charaéters we propa~
pofed to difplay to the view of our readers, as of injuriou®
tendency to all who are influcnced by them. '

. Tho’ at firft view they may appear harmlefs and in offen.
five, yet their difpofition muit xfivert them from thofe par-
fuits on which depends their moft important intereft.

‘Goflips I coufider as referring to the female fex, and
would underftand by the term, perfons, who through habit
or inclination, are addi@ted to perpetual chit chat; and
therefore, always know more of their neighbours’ concerns
than their own. . .

Converfe with Gaflips always encourages a {pirit of dec-
traflion, cherifbes envy, and foments animolfities.

" Goflips of all ranks, from my Lady to Moll the kitcken
maid delight in idle ftories, lying reports, and defamatory
accufations. ,

They are led by their practice to lie, meglect their duty,
and every confiderate perfon knows, to what trying tempt-
ation penury reduces, when charaers are ftained, or re-
. putatiop lol{. ‘ o :

.. I mention the foible of tittle tattle, efpecially, as it
abounds in this town, and has, to my cestain knowledge
been an infuperable obftacle in the preferment of many

~ country girls who having imbibed it by example, bave ac-
quired fuch °qualities as have proved™ their difgrace if not

: . , ruin,
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ruin, and have incarred them the difapprobation of the
wife and good, - ' :

Shun therefore all converfation with Goffips, becaule
¢ Evil commaunications corrupt good manners.”

General Remarks
- onthe ;
PRESENT. STATE and CONDITION of the TOWN,
’ : interfperfed with
ADMONITIONS TO

~ JPersons of Woth Sexes.
T ONDON has Beenjnﬂlf defcribed as a world by itfelf

in which we may difcover more new cuuntries, and
turprifing fingnlarities, than in all the univerfe befides.

It may juftly be compared toa large foreft of wild beatts,
where thoufands range about at a venture, are cqually fa-
vage, and mutually deftruétion one ta another. '

t abounds with hurry and impertinents, fcramblings and
underminings, villanies, cheats, and impoftors. '

Sarvey it from the court to the dunghill, you will fec moft
of its inhabitants appear in mafk, cven at hoon day, affeét-
mg to be bufy in the fervice of fociety, but bafely fubferv-’
ing their own paffions, as if deceit was virtue,

Its very pomp, the innumerable and fplendid equipages,
retinue we fee in every corner, afford but a melancholy to-
ken of an univerfal poverty,” and the difmal profped of
crowds of miferable people, either tortured with the aga-
nies of their own guilt and fellies, groaning under the wants
of the neceflaries of life, mad or infatuated by oppreflion,
or defperate from 2n urgent fenfe of irretrievable foffes fuf-
tained in confcience, reputation, or poverty.

In thort, if one grand idea conld contain a juft reprefent-
ation of tlte motley tribe, which daily exhibits in this foene
of a&tion, we could not entertain it without confufion-and
aftonithment. Here are difplayed a perfect dramma of hu-
man life; and a juft portrait of human natufe, and'a ftrik-
mgrpi&ure of men and things, N

[tie court is an epitomb ot this city, as well as the world,
' ' o ( and
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and abounds with glaring inftances of the lawlefs fway of
pride, ambitjon, and avarice. o :

The avenues leading to it are agrecable to the profpedt,
and all terminate in the fame point, honour aund felfinterctt

At firft view, the end feems cafily attainable, but expe-
rience will prove, that before any can arrive at the defired
goal, many bye path-ways muft be crofled, many .intricate
mazes explored, many convi@tions of right and wrong, and
many arts invented and pratifed.

At Weftminfler-hall you may hear hedious complaints for
whant of money and butinefs, much harangue to little pur-
pofe, effrontery and froth getting the better of modefiy and
good ﬁfenfe, and diguified rogues opprefling the helplefs but

oneft. :

Obferve the fticklers for religion, and you will find them
invcterately hating, Uncharitable, cenfuring each other,
and almoft every part denouncing auathenias on the reft.

If we lead the countrymen from one fcene of action to
awother, it will excite at once his-curiofity and furprife.—
When he beholds the reverend robe of authority, he will
be difpofed to honour the wearer ; bus when he finds it to
be a fan¢lion for iniquity, it will incur his contempt. ’

The park is famous for being the rendezvous of the gay
and gallant, who affemble there to fee and be feen, to cen-
fure and be cenfured; the ladies to fhew their finery, and
the fruit of much pains taken at the toilct, and beaux to cx-
pofe their fopperics, obferve the beauties, and fix on a touft
for-the approaching eveuing. Every one here is curious in
examining thefc who pafs, and molt are malicious as well
cenforous. :

In this place of general cancourfe, people often join in
the company of thofe whom they either bate or deride, fur
company is not (ought here for the benefit of tonverfation,
but joined to acquire a degree of confidence, and gmbelen
perfons againft the common reftri@tions of the place. They
talk to be taken notice of by them that pafs by, for which
reafon they raile their voices, that thefe who knew them,
toay not mret with a bow when pafling. - Here ladies wali
four or five milesin a morning, withall the alacrity imagin-
able, who at'home think it an un(upportable fatigue to jour-
ney from’ one end of their chamber to another. Yuvu may
obferve a beau reconpoitering the Mall, as much divided
inmind as a lady in a kace chamber, determiniug whatcom-

pany fhe fhould join, and te avpid the fatal choice, ufe as
much
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‘much precaution as a prudent parent would do in the difpo-
fal of a daughter in tharriage. | ) -

A plain Irifh lord fhall lead half a dozen laced coats up
and down during the pleafure ; and another time be as much
neglefted as an honeft man in Jiftrefs, upon the fight of a
ribbon,tho’ every ribbon bears attra@ion according to colour

The park is ~li{ewife arefort for -ufurers, who ply there
in queft of young f{pendthrifts, with whom:they deal cent.
per cent. way, and many of whom they eafe of the third
part of their eftates by the time it comes into their poffeffion.

.Here are hkewife to be feen a number of tawdry miffes,
who are rambling up and down in queft of a cully, a dinnet,
and a crown, .as well as many fharpers lying in wait for a
fool of fortune, or anixexperienced country man. In:fhert
the Mall exhibits a motley fcene of vanity, folly; and knave-
ry ; though it may afford recreation and improvement to the
firanger of either fex, provided they are {ufficiently guard.
¢d againft the fnares and intrigues.. . -

1 would admonifh the country girl to be cautious of fre-
quenting thator any other place of publicrefort in this town
without proper company. - N

The play-houfe, under regulation, is a place of rational
entertainment, and pleafing inftruétion, much of which is
loft through-the felf-interefted compliance of the managers,
with the vitiated tafte of the pernicious town, I call vitiat-
ed, becaufe people of all ranks in general delight either in
the reprefentation of obfcenity, nonfcenfical operas, farces,
&c. -which tend o currupt and enervate.the minds of the
rifing generation; o o

Here theindolent loll away their precious time, the cri-
tic comes to endulge his vanity, the fharper to trepan the’
courtezan to allure and. decoy, the bawd and procurefs to
feduce, and the beaux and bellies to fee, be feent and mutu-
ally captivate. , ' ’ :

In thi$ epitomb of the world, are four clafles; the firft is
compofed of perfons of quality, and are-feated in the box-
¢s, though foole and impertinents too often intrude amongft
them. - ’f‘be fecond clafs, whofe province is the pit, con-
fifts of citizens and their ladies, wit and critics, fharpers
and courtezans; the third rank eccupies the middle .gal- -
lery, and is compofed of mechanics, and the middling de-
gree of people; -the fourth-and laft comprehend the refufe
of the:town, .and is the heat of noife; impestinence and
confufien, ' e : e
Y There
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\T"bc‘rc are nightly in the play-houfes, both in middle gal-

. ]ery and pit, ‘a number’ of gilting* whores, ready to fe-

~ duceany perfon who has the leaft appearance of a ftranger.
*When fuch a one is {carce, one of thefe ladies comes up. to

him with a kind of_formal impudence and fixes herfelf” as
near him as poffible, then begins fume impertinent prate to

" draw himinto convérfation with her.. If fhe finds 2 man fit
* for her turn, auda true fyuire with a fubtle and infinuating

' ability, heleaves hima-hitle perhaps to acquaint fome han-

gér-on that fhe-has a bubble in tow; fome proper meafures
are then refolved vh,  and fhe returns and will be fure to

ftick by hiin “to the end of the play, by frequertly forcing
" her difcourfe fo. him, ‘and dontracting a kind of familiarity

with him." When the entainmeilt is over, fhe will take

** care to march out with him, aud by ‘the way contrive 1o let

him have a glimpfe of her painted face.

* If this prevails not, and he ftill feems infenfible of her
defign, fhe comes to clofe parley, and defires to knaw which
way he gves, which is always fure to be hers. Here fhe
takes occafion to infinuate, that if he will call a coach, ard

. fet her down fhe will give him a caft another night.
. If this fu¢eceds the bufinefs is kalf done ; and nowv (he has

got him to herfelf,” fhe begins to cajole and flatter, 1o com-

““mend his good*nature and civility; but, above,all, the kind-

nefs of taking her inte his'coach} inconfideration of which,

""if e will do her the faveur to go home with her to her Jodg-

. ,ng, fhe will do her beft to make him amends. —

When he arrives there the will afk bim to kibw his cir-
cumftances and charaéters in life, &c. which, it thoy an:-
fwer her expcClation,fhe affeds to be fo eaptivated wilh his

“departmment, that he muft needs dine with her 16-morrow,

" and thus the train is cffeQually laid, and he his generally

" taken in for Both. -

_ The bawd,and procurefs, alfo frequently lay wait her¢
for the unwary of both fex.es, and various are the arts which

~ they praétice, to the injury-of the one and the -ruin of the

" countryman into deftruétive paths., .

other. o . :
" ‘There are alfo a fet of male decoyers in this fcene of al-

larement, whofe bufinefs it is to inveigle the ﬁra.nggr ‘or

Onc of thefe officioas fcllows will find fonie océaﬁén to

. accoft him, and after 4 little converfe, as they feldom want

confidence and impudcncc,‘:and ftand little upon forms:and
ceromonies, will atk bimafter the play, to ascompany him
: T IR MTCTor: (CRRNNTI I (o
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to the tavern, and drink to the health of an honeft gentle-
man of his country, Whom he either knows or has heard
‘of. If he can wheedle him thither, the firft bufinefs is to
- make him druhk; draw him into gaming, and then rob him
-of his money. P : L
.. Varions alfo are the traps-laid for the unfulpeing fair in.
this enchanted place; and .to avoid which, I advife my
country readers of both fexes, not to be immoderately fond
of pleafuresand never to ule them without confidering their-
defign, and the company of difcreet experienced friends.
‘London coffee-houfes comprehend a variety of charaers,
and. are frequented by good, bad, idle, and infignificant
" petfons. - i C RO
‘Here you may find the man of bufinefs, the philofopher,
the critic, the geau,v the thasper,.and the fpunger; fome .
tranfacling their “commeércial concerns, fome ruminating,
fome difplaying their logical talents, fome lolling between
fleep and flumber, fome looking ot for their prey, and fome
by their vacant faces, indicating no emotion at all.
Frequently the coffce-lroutes in the different parts of the
town, will afford the ftranger a very good netion of the in-
Aabitants in general, as welil.as a #riking difplay of the dif-
ferent charalters in it; and if he be on his guard,’ will not
- prove in the leaft detrimental to him. L
- 8a various ‘are the avocations of the town,; and (o differ-
eht are the times for attending them, that there are fome
houfes of entertainment open all night as well as day; inor-
der accerding to theiy original defign, te accommodate thefe:
whofe callings. oblige them to attend at the egrlv;eﬂ. hours,
- ‘But, as cuftoms degenerate in time, fo thete are likewife
rendered fubfervient to bafc purpofes and fraudulent defigns
Thefe honfes are moftly frequented by loofe diforderly
- fellows, who ply there in queit of perfons cithier intuxicated
with liquor, or:-ignerant of the town, in order to trepan
- them by varions' artifices inte meafures, beneficial to the
feducer, and deftru®ive to the feduced. Nothing is more
- common, than for perfors, afler they have {uficred them-
Aelvesto be'detained beyond their ufual houvr of departure,
to betake themfelves ta one of thefe kind of houfes, where
they will find:a mumber of chairmen, coachmen, and others,
the refufe of mankind, together with fome of the fame
' Ph%hf.asth,e,mfelves. ' g L ~
It is extraordinary, if pretence is not found to quarrel,
~!pecially with one ‘whe feemsto be-a countryman, unlefs
jouw



you will comply with their exorbitant demands, either i
gaming, dringing, or {pending your moncy lavifhly on theis:
in fuch cafles, the firanger never fails of being foiled @ fur
if they cannot conquor him by dint - of msanhood, they wiil
by numbers. 1 you chance (as it is very probable) to il

alleep, you may expecl to awake without your hat, watch, .
mouney, &c. and it will be very diflicult for you to obtain:

* indemnity far property lofl in fo promilcuows a company.
Tn molt of the paflages and avenues leading to thefe night
houfes, you will be accofied by the moft miferable of all
. whores, who are either excluded a lodging, through wan-
tonnefs or poverty; if you cemply not with their d¢fires,
they will revile you: and. if you refent their abufe, it is
much it you efcape the rigorous difcipline of fome attend-
ant bullies, Whereas compliance will almoft certainly be
attended with the moft pernicious canfcquences. .

" To avoid thefe difafters, the firanger fhould regularly and
punfually compiy with the forms aud hours of the houfe i
winch he refides when intown.

Among the reft of the many diverfions and amulemen®
contrived by the ingenious and neceflitous, to entertain the
rich, the fortunate, tive foolith ; befides plays, operas, pan-
tomimes, cat’s operas, puppet fhews, &c, therc has been
practifed among us a piece of old gallantry, called a maf-
quarade, an inflitution, wherein the moft abandoned may
indulge the excefs of luxury and lalciwioufnefs, and wallow
in the extravagance of caencupifcence. To the honour of
the prefent day; this extravagance of vice has been rather
difcountenanced than encouraged of late; but asit fome-
times is allowed under the difguifed title of an affembly, and
. has from experience, I am aflured of its baneful influence,

efpecially on firangers; I think it incumbent.on me, to ex-
hibit a corcife view of the lame, in order to excite the
averfion of the reader, to an amafement fo repugnant to

the laws of reafon and virtue. ' ‘
As the curiofity of country perfons is naturally excited by
various things that prefent themfclves in this tewn,. and as

many of them may be {een both with amufement and im-

grovement': fo-there are other fcenes at which he cannot
-be prefent, without incurring much danger, if not Tufigin-
_ing great lofs both in pocket and contftitution.

--Covent-garden and its purloiners, have many fnares,

which often entice the inexperienced heated youth to his

L - : ¢ . - deftruclion,
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deftruction, and therefore fhould be entered with great cau-
tion, and circumfpe&ion. :

‘Here are a vaft variety of allurements, fuch as taverns,
" bagnios, ‘jelly houfes, and lodging houfes, fome adapted to
- the purpofe of affignation, and other, to that of the con-
fummation of ameérous defires. LT '

. The jelly houfes have, within thefe few yezirs; beeﬁ re-

forted: to by ladiesof pleafure, who ply there as cattle to a

a market, or fervants at a ftatute hall, where yos may re- -

pair and choofe fuch goods as beft fuit your tafte. .
Thofe who frequent thele houfes have certainly Joft that

fhame and delicacy, which are the ornaments of the fair fex, '

o

“as well as'contraéte] the moft bare-faced effrontery, being
capable of- expofing themfelves to.the lewd embraces of an
gblolute ftranger for atitlling confideration, = .
They are liEewi(’e’_(he refort of idle fellows, who meanly
live on the'ct)’ntribuiion of proftituted wretches, and are
therefore bound to -appear there, mn order to aflert their

caufe, and fight their battles:

‘In'fhort every fober perfon, who regards his intereft or

cbaracter, will avoid fuch places as are moft frequented by
perfons -of -indolent difpotitions, and tainted morals, and
are in the highelt fenfe derogatory to his honour, fubver-
five of his hapinefs, and repughant to his intereft. .

" From thefe houfes, the temale train, and their abandon-
ed as well as their delyded followers commonly adjourn to
pther fcenes of debauchery, where there is nightly rendez-
yous of whores,” pimps, penfioners, ballies, anl cullies. ,

The bufy f¢enc generaily opens about midnight, and clo-.
fes about four in the morning.  Here are dilregarded, vol-
- i¢s of oaths ‘and ‘execration; ribaldry and nontenfe, blaf-

phemy "and’ obfeenity ; all ‘(hat can fhock a modeft ear,
off a ferious mind, or difguit a rational oblerver, is
praflifed without remeorfe, refped of perfons or fex, or
refpect to the {uperiority of the huiman or brutal creation.
As the landlords of both houfes capnot be fuppofed to
have loft all fenfe of hionour and jultice, the, gueft cannot
reafonably expeét fair treatnent or good liquor : and indeed
as their view of frequenting -thenr proceeds {rom different

Caufes, th?' -are generally cdrclels abaut the guality or
‘quantity ofwhat ithey ‘gorge,. {6 the defiruction of their
- health and ‘the profit of 'the moft abandoned of manking.

** “The ‘uniguarded youth not only injures his conftitution, -

*kough means of .infemperance, by frequenting fach houfes,
) . o ' but

——
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but allo too often contracis fuch an acquaintange, as prove
an eternal barrier to his future fuccefs.

The firanger cannot pals any of the fircets of this feene
of luxury, without being cxpofed to the temptation of
lewd women, either in pailing or from the windows,

Through the force of white and red paint, and the glar-
ing of a tew tawdry rags, they fomce ot them appear at a
diltance defirable objects, and have hereby allured to their
embsaces many innocent inexperienced countrymen, who
have had reafon 10 rue their unfortunate captivity.

Befides thefe dangers to which the houeft countrymcen,
muft be expofed from this quarter of the town, he will
likewife, at night, be liable to the infults of banditti, whole
bufinels is to feck occafion to quarrel, abufe, and thereby
draw him before a jullice, and extort noncy by falfely
fwearing hc was the aggreflor. ,

- The very officers of jultice have availed them(eves, of the
ggnorance and timidity ofa ftranger, whow they have ap-
prehended, carried to a round houfe, and obliged to fee
them, to obtain difmiflion, though detaincd contrary to all
law of reafon or the nation. o .

The firft point of advice I would enforce i¢, not to burry
him into the fociety of lrangers, '

I would alfo remind him of his chara@er, his birth, edu-
cation, and eftate, and if he confiders himfelf a gentiemar,
not nominal, but real, he will doubtlefs deport himfelt coi.-
fittently with that title, and regulate his behaviour by ti..
unerring maxims of reafon and juttice, .

With refpet to ladies of fortune, as it is cultomary for
them toreccive good tation in the country, they nmy'lor'.::
a tolcrable idea of the nature of the town; faifice rt there-
fire to admonifh them not to value the foppertes and picn
furcs of it, in an inordinate degree, but to-beware of i
devices and inttigues of rakas, fortune hunters, &e.

-Perfons of inferior rank of both fexes, will be more li:-
ble to the fallacies of an enfnaring town, as from thew
fituation in life, they are deprived of that knowledge ol i
whici refults from reading and converfe; butit is prefum
ed that a precife adherrence to the rules we have laid dovrr,
and chlervation of ‘the various.arts, cheats, and tricks w.
have deteéted and expofed, will prevent their fulling.a prey
to the fame, and will enable them to render.a town vifii
both amufing and profitable. ,

"~ We would efpecially difluade country perf8ns of allsanks
. % : A
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from harbourivg the Teaft defire of quitting a rural refidence
for the noife, hurry, and confulion of a city life. ,
Any perfon of refledtion cannot behold, without much
concern, fo many flately buildings, mouldering into ruin in
divers parts of this kingdom for want of inhabitants, .
It therural inhabitants urge diverfions as a plea*for pre-
ferring a-town refidence, we may certainly with juflice ré-
ply that hunting, filhing, fowling, and the’ like, are -noble
and manly recreations, and do not cloy nor fatiate, but are
flill improving and growing daily more delightful,  They
are not {pent or walted by frution as ours are, for the more
theys are pusfued, the/morethey entertain and gratify. ‘
Betides, it will be necceffary to confider the expences
whiel inevitably refult from the purfuit of the pleatures of
this'town, whereas thofe of the couptry are frce and #pen,
and derived, as it were from the gencral grant.of nature.—.
Add to this that all the pleafures of the town nfay Dbe run
through.n the narrow fpace of two or thrée days: which’
done, you do but traverfe the fame foolifh' road, and tread
the fame ftage over and over again, and what ean be more
ungratetul to an ingenious, enquiring mind, than the dull
repetition of the fame [cene. 'If thefe marks are weighed
in the balanec of fober reafon, their falutary effeéls need - -
not be.doubted. - ‘ - C -
1f education in the pretended motive, I would a%k what
kind of education is fought after in London. ’
" A genteel and liberal one may be obtained in the country,
and every neccflary qualification for a tradefman or a gen-
tleman. . = s .
Thofe  perfons,- who hope to improve in every ufeful or
crnamental branch of education, fhould embrace precious,
opportunities of quiet and fedatenels, which caniot be ex-
pected in- a noily town, the very bane of fludy and medi-
tation. S . : )
In the country all things are generally calm and iill ;-
there you have fewer cares to bend and tornentyon. - There
are no hurryings nor feramblings, no countermining of one
another : but ail the buly allors are innocently and induf-
trioufly proceeding in’ their proper flations, and, as far as
human nature is capable of, hufhed into perfe@ repofe.
Swurely none of my country friends cay think of thefe fu-
perior advantages,-and retain their giddy refolution of
quitting ‘them a%l for a noily paltry city. ' .
T am far from advifing any 30 a recf;xfc' life; I grant that
T ‘ ravy (G€ - mafic,
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mufic, dancing. feacing, and the like, are very primer
amufements to pafs away an idle interval, buat I vvould not
have thefe preferred to fuch purfuits as tend (o ugrandize
the mmnd, and enable the foul. .
There is but onc thing within the compals of my iimow-
ledgg, by which this town can improve their education; f
wean in point of converfation. If you were well fettind
both in judgment and principal, if you could run throven
the different fucieties and humours of it, without teing in-
feted or feduced by them, and withal, could extrict from
~ them fome good morals and ufeful obfervations, thele con-
~ fiderations might juitify a vifit to London; but to Jcave
bafinefs to the management of fervauts, and your bottics
- and gardens to go 1o suin, come up hither (o wafte your
time and money, merely under pretence of better comnja-
ny, diverfion and education, than your own country can
afford you, is fuch a mixture of folly and madnefs, as can-
not fail to expole you to pity fcorn and wouder.
If the defire of company prompts any to exchange a coun-
cry for a city life, tet me aflure them, from long expericnce,
' 7 they will foon find themfelves deccived in their expe@ations.
They may form what chimerical notions they p{eafé,' cor-
-cerning the men and things of the town, but if they fondly
. .. imagine, fhat it cxceeds the country in thofe qualitiés, which
. are the ornaments of hunian nature, they are greatly mijfta-
‘ken. Itinrealily is fo corrupt, and fo cxceedihg’l] over-ruil
with vanity and folly, that little improvemert ¢an be ex-
*. petted from the fociety found in it. Thereare, ipdced, as
™ all places fome perfons whofe company and converfe tend
to the edification of their affociates; but thefc are fo rare,
and withat {o hard to be difcerned, and come'at by a firau-
ger, that much time may be fpent in fruitlefs fearch.
I can alfure him for mine own part, that éither ‘manv
_years unavoidable refidence in town, the expence of much
money, and lofs of much time: there are very few within
the circle of my acquaintaince on whom I can confidentiy
rcly, and with whom I can familiar converfe. ;
‘The generul topics of molt companies herc are of a frotly
infignificant nature, neither tending to amnfement nor is.

ﬂruﬂiog; though alinoft every body claims a knowledge of

k)
o

politics, and our very failors do arraign the meatures of

. ftate. Tamforry to fay, that our compunics in general,
3 . - . . . 1 MR

. abound with ignorance and inpertinence. ribaldry, aawilh

nonfence, notle and vanity, and theretore no realonable
A nerloe
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" 'many variois precedents,

- verle with' pleafure and advan
" reapithe higheft inftru@ion,

{fure to pain, or fubftance to hadow.

( K 48 ) -
perfon can propofe to himfelf any advantage ftom frequent-+
ing them. ~ - '
Thefe vemarks, though spparently harfh, are literally
true: therefore it the countrymen: comes hither; he muft
expect to find men and things as they are, and not as he
would have them; and if he has fenfe enough to defpife
them, he will incur the chara@er of a proud ill-natured un-
mannerly fellow. o : , X
Now, upon the whole, if the advantages of a conntry
life are'fet in oppofition to  town' refidence, refpeQing the
health of body, and the improvement of the mind : it enl

remains to -deterinine which on a folid foundation is.mo

eligible; with refpeét: to health, it will not. admit of con-
troverfy, not only as it is clear air, and the falutary exhala-
tions of the earth are produétive of the fame but.alfo, as in

.general, perfons in the country arc not fo liable to debau-

cheties of every kind, as they are in.a depraved town, be-
caufe whatever may be their inclinations, there are net fo -

" Befides in all parts of the ki&dom"’th’ere are men of pro<

" bity, genious and learing, who aflured of the truth of
“what T am endeavoiiring {o prove, have fixed on a little
- rural fpot to enjoy the bleffings of health and refle@tion,

and paft life, retired from the buftle of capering mortals,
in fwveet folitude, and delightful contemplation. -~ -
" To fuch as thefe you may repair, with thefe you may con-

tage, from thefe you will

" If fuch confiderations-carry with them any weight furel y
we need nof paufe amoment to decide the cafe.’ . '
" “The country life muft as far exceed thatof. the town, ag .

health is preferable to-ficknefs,s the mind to the body, plea-

.

Tlle End.v .
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