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TO THE

READER.

Those who are not able to believe and
fpeak well of any book, ought, however, 
not to deny and blafpheme it.

What they do not know and underftandk 
they ihould leave to its own merits, as Ga­
maliel faid, Ads v. 38, 39, “ And now 
I fay unto you refrain from thefe men and let 
them alone, for if this council, or this work, • 
be of men» it will come to nought; but if it . 
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it» left hap­
ly ye be found even to fight againft God,” 
and the Author himfelf ihould fie anfwer-, 
able for it. The writer of any Books of 

Prophecies
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Prophecies and Revelations, is of private 
confidcrations, and only anfyvciable to their 
own confcience. No fpiritual man can or 
dare do it; St. John in the Revelations, fays, 
chap, xxii, j8, and 19 verfeg, “ If any man 
fhall add unto thefe things, God ihall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in his 
book; and if any man ihall take away the 
words of the book of his prophecy, God 
ihall take away his part out of the book of 
life, &c.” ’ '

Therefore woe to that foul who pretends 
to infpiration and revelation, ihould they not 
prove to be true, and come from God by the 
operation of the holy spirit. .

Thofe who really know and fear Gop, if 
would be impoffible for them to have any 
concern with falfehood, advance any lies, or 
to fay any thing, otherwife than as the thing 
really is.

Now if any fpirit teaches the Gofpel of 
Chrlft, he is a pood fpirit', “ A good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit,” for by 
the fruit fhall ye know them. . .

The Angel who leadeth to Chnft, to hi$ 
holy doctrine apd life, is a good Angel, 

3 For
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( vii )

For certainly Mofes, and all the Prophets, 
alfo ^ohn the Baptiji, and even God the Fa­
ther, from heaven itfelf do all lead to Chrift, 
for whatever he teacheth us, that only are we 
to do. We cannot enter into heaven, but by 
doing the will of our Father, who is in hea­
ven, whereby we become fons of God, 
through Chrift, who is the door.
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PREFACE.

No fooner does an Author make his ap­
pearance in public print, than a general en­
quiry takes place, who is the Author ?—what 
is he ?—In ihort he is univerfally the object 
of criticifm j and alternately blamed and ap­
plauded, as the obfervations the Reader 
occafionally meets with, heightens and de- 
prefles his fancy, and accords with his own 
opinions.

The Author thinks it firft neceflary to 
inform the Re ader, that when this Eflay 
was firft written, it was hot his intention that 
it ihouldbe made public ; but the reiterated 
defires of a few literary friends, who 
have exprefled an earneft with for its publi­
cation, and have honored it with a flattering 
approbation, has at length induced him to
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publifli it; and relying on the candour of 
the Chriftian Critic, to excufe his manifold 
errors and faults, he remains perfectly at 
eafe (let the verdi&, which his enemies 
fhall pleafe in their kindnefs and malignity to 
bellow upon it, be what it may) being fully 
convinced of his own dilmtereftednefs and 
fincerity ; and if his humble efforts to point 
out the abfurd and unfounded opinions, en­
tertained and urged by Jome againil Mr. Bro­
thers, in the leaft contribute to tbrvoo arty 
light on a fubjedl replete with myilery and 
ambiguity, his trouble is amply rewarded,

M,any have made Mr. Brothers’s'Pro­
phecies a fubjedt of ironical ridicule and fui» 
tian bombad, and whether their futile pro­
lixities depreciate the gh ar acte* and PER­
SONAL VIRTUES of that GenTléMAH, I 
leave to the judgement and arbitration of the 
world i but I Can by no means imagine they 
reflect that ir radiancy on their own, which 
they poffibly may hope ór expedí: others 
again have made thefe propííetic Al war­
nIngs a matter of ferious and delibérate in» 
veftigation j and with what fuccefs their la­
bours have been crowned, i»- not for me to 
determine ; fufficé it to lay, that from their

* Digitized by
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inftpartiality and candour, it is manifeft they 
proceed from unbiased pens, and -are the ge­
nuine productions of Christian circum?- 
SPECTIONi ,

One * among the latter juftly takes notice,, 
that “ thefe prophecies have been delivered 
with a fteadinefs that little accords with the 
actions bf a Madman ; indeed .the ftyle 
of intrepidity with which he has ventured 
to predict the moft fatal difafters to the rulers 
of nations, feems to fpring from fomething 
more than an ordinary channel, and, to indicate 
a difdain of danger that is rarely found in 
common men.” Indeed, this writer’s ob- 
fervation is particularly juft, as Mr. Bro­
thers’s conduit to the moment ojf his arreft, 
by the King’s mefiengers, evinced, without 
difpute, a wonderful boldnefs and unihaken 
intrepidity. As there have been many vague 
and falfe reports concerning the manner in 
which he received the fummons of the Privy 
Council, I ihall here take the liberty of 
recounting it, as I received the information 
from the landlord of the houfe himfelf, where 
Mr. Brothers lodged in Paddington-ftreet, and

* An ingenious Pamphlet, entitled, “ look before you 
jlbap,” &c. page i.

b 1 prefume
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I prefume it will not be unfatisfaótory to the 
reader:—About nine o’clock on Wedneiday 
morning, March the 4th, two meffengers 
deiired to fpeak with Mr. Brothers, and im­
mediately on the fervant informing him 
two gentlemen wiihed to fee him, he at­
tended them, and being made acquainted^ 
with the purpoie of. their viiit, he heiitatcd 
not but direótly acquiefced, “ I will attend 
you inftantly, Gentlemen,” faid he, “ walk 
up flairs to my apartment if you pleafe.” 
They accompanied him up flairs, and having; 
perufed his papers, and examined his books, 
and taking fuch of both as they thought pro­
per, they came down again. As Mr. Bro­
thers was going out of the ftreet-door, he 
addreiTed the landlady, “ Don’t be alarmed, 
this will be a day of. Rejoicing,” and giving 
her a guinea to tak^care of his room, par­
ticularly enjoined her, to tell every perfon 
•who enquired for him, the place •where be <waJ 
gone, and on no account to deceive any one. On 
approaching the door of the coach, he told 
Mr. Rofs (one of the meffengers) he could 
not get into the coach unlefs be was forced. 
He accordingly gave him a gentle pufli, he 

' got
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¡got in, and departed apparently in undaunted 
fpirits, •

Qq the firft day of Mr- Brothers’s con- 
<¡pement, J rnyfelf called pn Mr. Rofs, tp 
«aquire if there was a poflability of my 
fpeaking tp him : He told «no vvirh great 
politepefs, at prefent it was Wf allow able, b(it 
.in a few days, (fter be bad undergone an exami­
nation by thf Privy Council, be would be per­
mitted, be bad not a doubt, to fee pis friendf. 
ft was not at allfurprifihg that bis books bad 
given alarming confiera at ion to government, 
and bis Mayfly's miniflers nowwi'fief to enquire 
py what authority he had written and pub­
lished them. He ¡enquired alio if I had known 
Mr*  B. long, and what were my opinions af 
Joim. I candidly anfwered,' that I had been 
in the habit of viflting him occufionally for fame, 
■months, and I neverJaw any all ion orr deed that 

. could influence me to confide r him in the light 
of a Madman ; and I myfelf was not fo much 
in aflate of lunacy as to afiert be was an Im­
postor. The meflenger fhook his head, 
whether in pity to my credulity, or in 
corppaffion to the apparent derangement of 
my mind in havinglueh a belief, I cannot 
determine, however, he allured me, that



( xiv )

let Mr. Brothers be what he might, it •was im~ 
pojjible for him tofay what his fate would bef

Several people who had almoft an implicit 
belief in all Mr. Brothers’s aflertions, both 
written and verbal, fince his imprifonment,*  
have fo far degenerated from a belief, and 
placing the leaft confidence in him, that they 
load him even with blafphemous reproaches, 
and boldly term him a fiend of hell ; 
forgetting that this very man, as an emanu- i 
ensis of the My? High, foretold, in the very 

- book in which they once profeffed truly to 
believe, that “ hereafter, when he wrote of 
other things in this country, he would be 
called an impoftor—a fool—a Iyar. More^ 
over, fays the Lord, you will be imprifoned 
and treated very ill f and I believe govern­
ment will not deny, that the cauie of his 
being confined, originated from the laft addi­
tions to his book which was publiihed only a 
day or two before his confinement. I own, 
that Mr. Brothers’s aflerting that pur beloved ' 
fovereign will be obliged to deliver up his 
crown to him, and then his power would inflantly

♦ I think I am warranted by ftrift propriety to term it fo, as 
eveTy man who is fecluded from fpea^ing and feeing whom he 
pleafes, is certainly deprived of his natural liberty, and without 
doubt in a Rate of imprifonment.
,................ ceafe\



eeafe, might with reafon give rife to coniler- 
•nation j indeed (I may fay with my friend 
Rofs) ALARMING CONSTERNATION tO 

government, and to his Ma jelly’s minifters, 
who are more precious to him, yea even more 
precious than the King’s right hand? But how 
dreadful and tremendous are the threats of 
the Almighty?—and may we not expert 
that they will be fulfilled, fince he is both 
imprifoned and ill-treated ? the people 
WILL BE KILLED AND THE CITY SHALL BE 

DESTROYED ! •

Since Mr. Brothers’s confinement, the 
public mind, however extraordinary it may 
appear, feems Hill more agitated and alarm­
ed by predictions, which are beyond all 
doubt daily, nay,momentarily accompliihing*  
to the furprize and confternation ef the whole 
world. His books are now read with eager- 
nefs by all ranks of people, and all feem 
anxious to convince themfelves of the reality 
of his million. Nor is it by any means un­
accountable that a fpirit of enquiry ihould 
pervade every ingenious heart to search

* Let the reader refer to the conduit and recent proceedings 
the King of Prussia, Emperor of . Germany» 

£mj*res(5 of Russia, and the Stadholper.
THB



the scriptures, in order that it may be 
the better able to decide for itfelf; and con­
fident I am, that thofe who do inveftigate 
the hoey scriptures will find fuch an ana­
logy in the origin, actions, and condition be­
tween the acknowledged prophets of old, and 
Mr. Brothers, that they wifi not hefitate to 
pronounce there is fuch an existing coinci­
dence of characters, fimilarity in peffonal 
manners, and exactitude of fufferings, that 
might juftly influence them to receive him as 
the character he aflumes.

In all ages and in all countries, we find the 
prophets of God, neglected, defpifed, and 
abufed; our blessep Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, when he preached the word 
of God at Galilee, had but few ftedfaft 
followers; and the government took every 
poflible means to quell his doctrine.; but 
finding all their endeavours ineffectual, they 
determined to take away his life, and they 
fhortly put it into execution. Thus was the 
Son of God, who came into the world to 
purchafe. falvation to finners, at length ig- 
nominioufly crucified by the hands of unbe­
lieving Jews. But mark the refult1 The 
Almighty hurled down vengeance inftanta- 

ncoufly
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neouíly on their heads, death and ruin to 
themfelves, and deftruétion to their country; 
hated by God, and defpiied by man, they 
were driven from fociety, and became vaga*,  
bonds on the face of the earth.

Moses, who all Chriftians muft allow, 
was divinely infpired and received the com­
mands of God front his own mouth, when 
he ptophecied the deliverance of the Jews 
from the Egyptian bondage, was even de*  
fpifed and diibelieved by the very people he 
came to deliver out of captivity. He ex­
claims in the fourth chapter of Exodus, be- 
-HOLD THEY WILL NOT BELIEVE ME, NOU 

hearken unTo my Voice ?—Nor did the
people liften to Mose s and his brother A a r o n, 
till fignsand mighty wonders were performed 
before therttj and then they believed*;  and 
■when they beard thé Lord had vifited thé chil- 
■drèn of Ifrael ; and that be had looked upon
their aftiblions, . then they bowed their beads 
and worfhipped; when the Lord had foftened 
the heart of Pharoah, and he permitted the
Ifraelités to depart out of Egypt, He went
■before them by day in a pillar of a cloud to lead
them the way, and by nigbt in a pillar of fire to 
give them light, to go by day and night. We 

. * underftand
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ünderfiand aS. foön äs the hews of the de­
“ parture of the Jews was btoüght to Pharaoh, 

bis heart was again hardened, and the people 
murmured exceedingly. He collected his 
chofen horfes and chariots, and purfued them 
with his army, and overtook them by the 
fea fide. When the Children of Ifrael 
faw the Egyptians approach, they were fore 
afraid, and they faid unto Moses, becaufe 
there were. no graves in Egypt, haß thou 
taken us away to die in the Wildernefs ? Blit 
Mofes anfwered their murmurs, faying, Eear 
ye not, ßand fill, and fee the Salvation 
of the Lord which be will fhew to you to­
day : and the raging ocean/ whofe boifter- 
ous billows fo much affrighted the faith- 
lefs Ifraelites, the Lord divided, and 
he fej^t a ftrong Eafterly wind that made 
the fea dry land, and they paffed over on dry 
ground through the midß of the fea, and the 
waters were a wall to them on their right hand, 
and on their left. The Egyptians purfued 
them through the waters, but the fea return­
ing to its former ftrength overturned them, 
whenPharaoh, and all hishoft perifhed in the 
waters. Then, and only then, when Ifraeb 
faw the wonders the Lord had wrought upon 

' ' • the
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the Egyptians did they truly fear the Lord, 
and believe in his fervant Mofes.

It is the fame with us of the prefent day ; 
every little incident that occurs contrary to 
our expectations, Jlaggers our faith, and 
kjfens our belief: but fince the ways of God 
are unknown, and infcrutablë to man, let us 
not prefume to interfère with his divide will, 
by a tod fcrutinous examination of his prefcient 
will*  left we offend thé Almighty, and pro­
voke him to wrath. It is by no means an 
argument (though Offered by many) againft 
Mr. Brothers that he ià not the Prophet of 
God, becaufe his birth may be humble, and his 
origin obfcure*.  We know that David, 
King of Israel, who was the greateft fa­
vourite God ever had on earth, as he was a 
man after God’s own heart, afcended from a 
mean and obfcure fituation, that of a the p he rd, 
and tending flocks in the fields, to the govern­
ment of the Jewiih Nation, and the Lord 
appointed his feed to fway over it for ever.

* A Lbained Oentleman in a futile pamphlet endeavours 
to prove Mr. Brothers born of a waiherwoman in Wapping, 
but I will reftify his fcandalous, and depreciating, if not in­
tended miftake, by informing him, he is a native of Placentia 
in Newfoundland, and has not any near relations in England.

c Amos



(XX )

Amos was called to the prophetical office, 
from being a herdfman, and gatherer of [yea- 
more fruit at Tekoa, a town in the Tribe 
of Judah, about twelve miles fouth of fe- 
rufalem, fo that the Almighty makes no 
diftindtion of perfons; the poor and the 
rich, when virtuous and juft, are equally 
beloved by him. Hence then let us remem­
ber that in reiifting the words of his Chofen 
Servants we oppofe God, and incur everlaft- 
ing punifhment.

Though our Blessed Lord himfelf, when 
on earth, taught us to beware of false Pro­
phets that might rife up among us; yet we 
ought moft efpecially tor emember, that he 
alfo told us “ we fhould know Men by their 
works, whether they be of God or of the 
Devil,” left ty a fooliih apoftacy and neglecft 
of the warnings of God, we run the hazard 
of calling down dreadful deftrutftion of our 
own fouls ; whilft they who hear the words 
of his prophet, and believe on him. that fent 
him hath everlajling life, and Jhall not come into 
condemnation. Is it not then a matter of se­
rious importance to coniider how we ought 
to treat a man who [lands confejfcd the Pro­
phet of God ? ard as we cannot unravel the 
myfteries of God’s holy counfels nor dive 

into 
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into ’his fecrets, it behoves lis to refped him, 
even admitting he may not be the Prophet 
of God, fince he propagates his gofpel, and 
endeavours to diffufe a fpirit of chriftianity 
into the hearts of men, by impreffing their 
-fouls with a true fenfe of his honour, glory, 
and omnipotence.

I am exceedingly forty to be obliged to re- 
■¡mark that Mr. Brothers has not only been 
oppofed by the fcurrilous peps of eminent 
divines*,  but has received alfo perfonal in- 

fult,

* Dr. Horne for pace (in fpite of all his learning) has cer­
tainly miffed his aim» for inftead of givingsouND Argu­
ment as a Refutation to Mr. Brothers’ prophecies; his 
book is a MERE SHALLOW AND UNFOUNDED DoCTRINR, 
which» to all intents and purpofes refutes himfelf and fhameful 
to read \ perverts the moft plain and comprehenfive parts of 
Scripture. It is a matter of aftonifnment to me to hear a man, 
(whofe life has been fpent in habitual ftudy at Oxford, as he 
muft neceflarily have been employed, in order to obtain the 
diftinguished degree of Doctor at that University) deny 
a point of Scripture, thai is even believed by the moft ignorant 
•of the Trinitarian church. In fine, we might fuppofe no man 
poffefled of common fenfe and underftanding would contradift 
our Saviour having Brothers and Sisters, which is proved 

^n language fuitable to the meaneft capacity, beyond all cavil 
and difputation in the Gofpel of St. Matthew, St. Mark, and 
St. Paul; neverthelefs our captious difputant offers the moft 
frivolous obje&kms againft it, nor do we find him there alone 
erroneous, as he fo far deviates from the Truth in his ob- 

fervatiou'S
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fult*,  (by occular experience I proteft it) 
from the hands of thofe very men who, under 
the garb of Priejthood, difguife the worft of 
vices, and yet profefs themfelves the Teach­
ers of Christianity.

Haying already fwelled this Preface to an 
immoderate length, I ihall now conclude it. 
with a few obfervations on the effect Mr. 
Brothers’ pamphlet had on myfelf. I am 
forry to fay I cannot boaft as other authors 

fervations refpedingMo^Bs, that he afferts a Falsity, and a 
barefaced contradiction to the words even of that prophet 
himfplf. I allow that Mofes might be verfed in the literature 

. of all the Egyptian fchools, but he did not enjoy the gift of 
eloquence, which the learned Doctor plainly infinuates he did 

ftjjefi: putting it alfo as that prophet’s great fuperioriry to 
Mr. Brothers in refpeCt of learning and knowledge, but I find 
jn piy bible that Mofi9 fo far from vaunting himfelf in his . 
fluency of fpeech, owns hinjfelf particularly wanting in that 
effential, and acknowledges almoft an entire taciturnity. Vid$ 
Exodus chapter 4, verfe jo.

* Verbum fan A Clergyman (who refits not many 
miles from Mary-!e-bonne, but whofe name I will fupprefs front 
motives of pity to his ihame) called on Mr. Brothers, Feb. 1 i, 
in a {late of fenfelefs intoxication, and bellowed fuch infamous 
epithets on him that would have difgraced the mouth of a chim­
ney (weep, in the prefence of ieveral gentlemen ; and it is cer­
tain would have offered him perfonal violence, had he not been 
prevented by the landlord of. the houfe, taking him bv the 
ihould^rs and {hewing him the door. But fince I underitand 
he called in.a fiber moment to apologize for his defpicable be-. 
haviourt O tempora I O taores!
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fo pompoufly have avowed, that the Scrip» 
ture has been my moil admired and favourite 
iludy, in io much that I muft own I had en­
tirely negleCted the sacred writings for 
the perufal of claffical authors; and thus, like 
many more, preferred Heathen Mytho­
logy to the Volume of divine Know-
ledge } and except when in the places ap­
pointed for the worihip of God, they feldom 
(with a bluih of conviction I own it) occa- 
iioned a Jerious thought. I continued in this 
loft ftate of reprobation, till Mri Brothers’ 
Prophecies accidentally fell into my hands; 
from that day I began to feel my deficiency in 
the knowledge of divine revelation, and I be­
gan to perufe the fcriptures with avidity : and 
other authors who treat of the Apocalypfe of 
the Apoftle St. John, wherein are denounced 
the tremendous judgment of God on the ene.- 
mies of his gofpel and the children of difo- 
bedience, particularly the prophetic (for fo 
they may be termed) fermons of the late in­
genious Dr. Gill, who foretold in a wonder­
ful manner the revolution of France, which 
he clearly iiluftrates by the fulfilled fate of 
other adjacent Nations who are ultimately 
connected in the present War. The de?

fcription
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Xcription he gives alfo of thè federi phials of 
the wrath of God, (Revelations 16.) and of 
thofe Nations which they affect in thè pouring 
out, bears an . unequalled analogy to the pré­
lent agitated fituations and political proceed­
ings of all the European Nations. I 
would with pleafure give fome extracts from 
this celebrated work would my limits permit, 
therefore muff beg leave to refer my readers 
to the original, as a publication worthy of 
their moft ferious attention *.

* Thefe Sermons were fir ft printed forty years ago, but now 
re-printed and fold by Wm. Button^ No. 24 Paternofler-R&vj> 

and Richard Peacoch, Eaft Smithfield, and alio may be had of 
the Publiflier of this Pamphlet. >

will

It would be unneceflary to fay more than 
briefly to add, that whilft wé have it in our 
power, let us honour God, and revere his 
commandments, left deflation and deftruftion 
cometh as a 'whirlwind, and then in vain fliall 
we feek him but he will not be found ; we 
call upon upon his Name, but he will not 
hear us : when he called to us we disobeyed 
his commands, we refufed his advice ; when 
in mercy he flretched out his hand no man 
regarded ; and as we fet at nought all his 
counfel, and would hear no reproof, fo he 
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will mock our calamity, and laugh at our tri*  
bullion; and will oblige us to eat of the fruit 
of our own unrighteoufnefs, but whofoever 
hearkeneth unto God, and believeth in him, 
ihall dwell in fafety, and free from the fear 
of evil. And iince man is but a moral 
agent of God, and as an accountable creature 
to the Almighty for every adtion, word, and 
deed: it behoves us not only to live and adt, 
but even to think, judge, and fpeak ilridly ac­
cording to the principles of his Holy Spirit; 
for God alone is the way, the truth, and the life; 
peace to thofe who feek him, and everlafting 
life to thofe who revere him, and keep his 
commandments. Hence then my friends let 
us turn from our evil ways to the teftimonies 
of the Lord, and cleave unto wifdom, for 
** length of days are in her right hand, and 
in her left hand riches and honour; her ways 
are ways of pleafantneis, and all her paths 
are peace.’*

HENRY FRANCIS OFFLEY.

Lqndqna March 24., 179$.



Digitized by CrOOQle



RICHARD BROTHERS,
NEltHBt

A MADMAN nor ah IMPOSTOR;

WITR

A TtW OBSERVATIONS

ON THE ,

>08« BI LIT Y OF Rift BEING THf

PROPHET OF GOD.

- ¿A* A

However contemptible the opinions of aft 

Unknown and obfcure individual may appear in 
the eyes of thofe, whom affluence and prefent 
fituation have rendered callous to the whifper- 
ings of reafon, and eminently regardlefs of the 
teftimonies of revealed, knowledge, offered to 
them*  by a fellow creature, though prophecy, by 
permiffion of the Almighty, yet the internal 
convi&ion of their efficacy and truth, obliges me 
to make known my humble teftimony and belief 
of Mr. Brothers’s Pamphlets, entitled ** A re­
vealed Knowledge of the Prophecies, and 
Times.”—But to me, the malice of thofe, and 
the pointed fhafts of envenpmed farcafm, that 
fuch will level againft me will be of little confe- 

b quence; 
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quence; and literally no more regarded than 

the croakings of a raven-,’.’ being well affured, 
that in the Chrijlian and true Believer, I ihall find 
that candour and encouragement that ever dif- 
tinguiihes the foul of the Man oj God.

Let not the political Zealot, nor the enthu- 
Caftical and religious Bigot, accufe me of fana- 
ticifm and apoftacy, before they inveftigate with 
coolnefs and deliberation the truth of the ob- 
fervations that will occlir in the courfe of this 
Eflay. Then,. if with afliadowof Teafon they 
can offer a decifion againft me, I will abide it in 
the fpirit of meeknefs, refting Utisfied in my own 
mind of the purity of my intention, and thefince- 
rity of my fentiments.
. That the judge men ts-of, Gpd. are juft and. irre­
vocable none will, furely: deny, though few, are 
fo wife, as to perceive the,time of theirexecqtjon 
is at hand. As the-firft principal Hep . towards 
their completion, let us only review the calami­
ties that have arifen from, the prefent deftruftive 
and unprincipled war, and thofe that muft juftly 
and neceffarily follow; yet though they, are eve,ry 
way evident to. the calm obferver, and muft in­
evitably, happen, ftill our, wife and prudent 
(may I not add fool-hardy) Legiflators, are 
determined to purfue it, till, its ultimatum is 
finally clofed, by the certain deftruftion of its 
abettors, and the ruin, fubverfion, and overthrow 
of our deluded and unhappy country—But ,who

’ . can 
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can prefume to warn mankind of their errors and 
the inevitable deftrtt&ion hovering'on their de­
voted heads—fince he is ridiculed, and even 
abufed; if he has the good fortune, (if I may 
be permitted to life the expreffion) to efcape im- 
prifonment, and fuffering an ignominious trial ? 
Has not this happened? Have we not had recent 

• inftances of men having been confined and fuf­
fering hardfhips and all the impunities, that cri­
minals convided of the bafeft crimes, have only 
undergone—clofe confinement—fcanty provi- 
fion—guarded by the creatures of defpotifm, and 
fuffering' every indignity that the tyranny of 
power could invent, or that the malice of an er- * 
raged government could poffibly inflift? Yet. 
thefe virtuous and immacu’ate men, after hav­
ing experienced an unparalleled feries of op- 
preffion, when brought to the bar of juftice, and 
their crimes committed to the inveftigation of 
men, unbiased, by intereft and authority—their 
innocence was proved “ as clear as the noon 
day,’' to the fatisfaftion of every honeft and 
principled heart, and to the utter confufion of 
their malignant oppreifors ?—Are filch then the 
bleffings—the boafted bleflings of the Englifh 
Conftitution, which the venal champions in its 
caufe, fo glaringly laud to the ikies, and call 
glorious ?—Poor ihort-fighted Sopbifts I Ye can­
not fee the venality that fupports it—nor the tot­
tering condition in which it-Rands—it already
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droops its head, and (hortly will it fait Can 
iniquity flouriih for ever—No I—the matter piece 
of wickednefs—popcry—that heinous profana­
tion of the facred God is nearly at an end- Al? 
ready has fuperftitious idolatry received a power? 
ful check—its diabolical progrefs is Hopped, 
and its entire annihilation is at hand, when the 
feints arid fervantsof the Lord ¡(hall rejoice» and 
praife the moft high God, that this hellifli mafs 
of falfehood, hypocrify, and deceit, is fallen $ 

Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots, and 
the abominations of the earth Babylon is fallen.’« 
The profeffors of Chriftianity xvill here exclaim, 
what has our Church and Religion to do with 

„Popery, are we not the children of God and fol­
lowers of his bleifedGofpel ?t-'I will here anfwer,.

1 ye are indeed blind profeiTors but not doers 
of his word. I would here alk, What are the idle, 
and fuperficial ceremonies at this day obferved 
in the eftablilhed Church of England ? merely 
emblematical types of idolatrous ordinances. 
Again, Are not our biihops, who are called 
“ -Lords fpiritual,” nothing more than figu­
rative and typical of a Pope—only of thole there 
are a number felefl and chofen, and feldom 
I believe for their eminent piety and virtue; 
though faying nothing of that fubjeft, is not their 
profeffional office that the Popehimfelf profeffes: 
viz. the forgiving of fins, and the appointment 
of priefts, in whom be aflumes to invett the fame 

. 4. .power ?
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power? And do not our b ill tops, in ordaining men, 
for the facred purpofe of preaching the word of 
God, fay*  as on their knees they bend before 
them—“ Receive the Holy Gho/lfor the office and 
work of a Priejl in the Church, new committed unto 
thee by the impofition of our handsuhofe  Jins thou 
doft forgive, they are forgiven, &c. dec» &c.” Is 
not then the office of a bi (hop pxaHly fimilar to 
that of a Pope ? none I believe pofleffed of the 

i leaft grain of fenfe, can for, a moment befit ate
anfwering in the affirmative—And js not this pro­
pbane faying, " Receive the Holy. Ghoji,” an in­
dignity offered to Gpd, and a violated and irre­
verent infringement on the Divine Power and . 
authority, to the laft degree wicked prefumption, 
find nothing lefs than blafphemy againft the om-

> ffipatent Almighty, who is Lord of all, both in
Heaven and on Earth, and in whom refts alone 
all power, might, majefty, and dominion, for ever 
and ever, to all eternity ? Yet, lhall man prefume 

. and arrogate to bimfelf the power which alone
is of God, the remiffion and forgivenefs of fins ? 
May I not here quote the. words of a man, whofe 
Writings in every line, breathe the.genuine lan­
guage of Divine ipfpiration, that " fuck a falfe 
" form of ordination, W not only.difhonorable to the 
" King, Parliament, and People of England, but 
“ alfo afhameful reproach to the Bijhops to attempt 
" to give, and to the Clergy to kneel down to re~ 
* cciw,'' .

piying
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Laying afide for the prefent/ the convincing 
.proofs the Scripture affords of the certain downfall 
of Popery, from the evolution of occurrences that 
have taken place in many parts of Europe, iand 

. more particularly the recent crifis in neighbour­
ing countries, i muft appear to the man of com­
mon understanding, if he is the leaft converfant 
in the political hiftory of modem events, with­
out boafting any considerable enthufiaSlic affeCt­
ation or forefight, that it is drawing very near 
its final clofe. The endeavours of the learned 
have been indefatigable in pointing out the Anti 
Ckrift, fpoken of in the Sacred Writings, to be 
Popery; and the confirmation of truth, has amply 
rewarded the Expositor’s pains.—Nor Should 
it be unnoticed in this place, that every adver- 
fary to the Divine Being, who rejeCls the prieftly • 
office of the bleffed Redeemer, is to all intents 
and purpofes an Antichrijl; and there are at the 
prefent day characters and feCls, whofe fyftem of 
faith is little other than a collection of herejics.

But to return from this apparent digreffion to 
the main purpofe of this Effay—to investigate the 
truth of Mr. Brothers’s pamphlets: The firft, 
“ which contains among other great and remark­
able things, not revealed to any other perfon on 
earth, the restoration of the, Hebrews to. Jerufa- 
lem, under their revealed Prince and Prophet,” 
opens with the “ True Agb of the . World,” which, 
in point of arrangement and exactitude, isunpre- 

cedented
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cedented in the; annals of hiftory. After having 
giving us a chronological account of Jerufalem, 
and the difperfion of the Jews from their native 
land, accurately: founded on Scriptural authority; 
he then proceeds to relate the return of the Jews, 
to thfirownland,. as recorded by Maj‘esand the other. 
Prophets. ’ f- . . : . ■ - . >

: Nothing is moire common , in. the ancient (and: 
biographical hiftory of Bations, than to find them, 
change theit manners arid language, nay, even, 
their religion and places of habitation, fo that, 
fometimes it’is a matter of difficulty to .mark, with; 
precifion, from.whence they firft fprung. As pow­
erful armies overcome weak ones, jfo: are: weak. 
Rates obliged to fubmit to great potentates,: and; 
neceffitated oftentimes by the heavy yoke im- 
pofed upon them, and the barbarous ferocity of 
their haughty -conquerors, to leave their native 
country, and to,, traverfe, and fettle in parts 
barren and uncultivated, nay, perhaps, even be­
fore unknown.

Then, ihall we wonder, after the judgement 
the Almighty had pronounced by the mouth of 
Mofes, Deuteronomy 28, which in this place 
will not be improper for the reader to perufe 
with attention. '

. 64th verfe, And the Lord ihall fcatter thee, 
(meaning the Jews,) among all nations, from the 
one end of the earth to tfie -other; and there, 
thou (halt ferve other Gods, which neither thou 

nor 
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hdr thy fathers have known etoen wood ¿nd 
ftone.

65. And among thefe nations thoir (halt find 
no eafe, neither ihall the foie of thy feet find reft t 
but the Lord Ihall give thee there a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and forrow of mind.

66. And thy life Ihall hang in doubt before 
thee, and thou {halt fear day and night; arid ihall 
have none alfurance of thy life, &c. 3ic. And 
die Land of Judea underwent all thefe viciffi- 
tudes, and was deftitute of all regal govern­
ment, after their difobedience to the laws of God*  
and degenerating into all the idolatries and other 
impieties that are abominations in his fight, 
kindling his Wrath into a' mighty curfe———They 
fhall be fmitten,their root is dried up, theyfhaU bear 
no fruit, yea, though they bring forth, yet will I flay 
men the' beloved fruit of their womb—my God will 
cafi them away beernfe they did not hearken unto Him t 
and they fhall be wanderers among the Nations—>. 
(Hofea ix. 16. 17.) and certainly the jews 
alm oft ever fince' the deftru&ion of their king­
dom by Titus Veipafian, have been without’ a 
fix’d abode, and h,ave been fcattered all over the 
earth, negleding the Lord their God—and lz 
believe there is not a kingdom in the known 
world but there are Jews to be found.in it; "-yet^
•’ among thofe Nations fhall they find no eafd‘. 
and truly may it be faid that their “ feet find no 
“rest,” for every where these unfortunate



, )

people àré derided, infdlted and abufed. Even 
to England, if we confine ourfelves alone, a 
Country profeffing the greateft humanity to 
Grangers and foreigners—we fee them wander­
ing about thellreets, particularly inthe metropôlis 
of London, in the mod menial occupation, that 
of carrying a bag at their back, and crying old 
cloaths from door to door, the objéêts of uni- 
verfal ridicule and. contempt, and of thofe too who 
profefs themfelves Chriilians and members of 
Chrift’s church ; but fliamelefs wretches ! have
neither God before their eyes, nor grace in their 
hearts—nay, fo much are they held in derifion 
in this Chriftian Country, that even children de­
ride them and laugh them to fcorn, and we find 
their habitations in the moft obfcure part of the 
town, principally at the eaft end of the City. 
But neverthelefs they are a People more favored, 
although fufferings have been more feverely 
inflicted on them than on any other by the 
Almighty ; yet they are, though not objects of his 
prefent bounty, particularly under his divine care 
and protection, and will, in due time, be reftored 
to their Promifed Land; and God will manifeft' 
his regard and receive them into his favour ac­
cording to his everlafling covenant which he made 
to the Houfe of Ifrael. .After thofe days, fays the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
•write it in their hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they fhallbe my People. (Jerem. chap. 23. ver. 33.) 

c The
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The Lord covenants to the Prophet, to forgive 
their iniquity, and to remember their Jin ho more— 

'and thus fays the Lord, “ If Heaven above'can be 
meafured, and the foundations of the earth 
fearched out beneath, I will alfo call off the feed 
of Ifrael for all that they have done.” (ver. 37.) 
The gathering together the Children is clearly 
confirmed in the Prophet Ezekiel, but more 
efpecially n the 34th chapter.

11. For thus fays the Lord God, I, even I, 
will fearch for my fheep and find them out.

12. As the ihepherd gathers his flock in the 
day that the fheep are fcattered, fo will I feek 
out my fheep, and will deliver them from all 
places where they bad been fcattered before the

. cloudy and dark day.
13. And I will bring them out from the people, 

and gather them from all countries, and will 
bring them to their own Land; I. will feed them 
on the mountains of Ifrael by the rivers, and 
make them inhabit the wafte places of the 
country.

22. I will fave my flock and they fliall be no 
more a prey; and I will judge between cattle 
and cattle.

23. And I will fet up one Ihepherd over them, 
and he fliall feed them, even my fervant David, 
hefhall feed them, and he fliall be their ihepherd.

24. And I the Lord will be their God, and
my fervant David a prince among them; I the 
Lord have fpoken it. In
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In the 36th chapter of the fame Prophet it is 
■written in the 33d verfe—Thus Jays the Lord God, 
in the day that I cleanfe you from all your iniquities I 
will alfo caufeyou to dwell in the'cities, and the wafle 
places Jhall be built, and it Jhall be faid, this land that 
was defolate is become the garden of Eden, and the 
wajle and defolate ruined cities are fenced and, are full 
of inhabitants. From this and the following chap*  
ter it appears, that when the Children of Ifrael 
are gathered from on every fide, and are brought 
into their own land—they will be one Nation on the 
mountains of Ifrael •, and there lhall be a king to 
rule over them, and David the fervant of the 
Lord (or rather, I fhould fuppofe, this revealed 
defcendant) Jhall be their Prince for ever. Here 
I will literally xjuote Mr, Brothers’ ihort obfer- 
v.ations which follow a number of well felefted 
portions of Scripture appertaining to the Jews, 
and their reinftatement in their Promi fed Land. 
“ The vifion of Ezekiel,” fays he " relative to 
“ Jerufalem, alludes to the grandeur and extent 

of it, when rebuilt by the Jews after their return 
<f in the year 1798 ; it will be the Capital of the 
“ World, and from it will go once more to all 
0 Nations the Commands of the Living God.”

Now for a few words on the polfibility of his 
being that Prophet of the Lord, and xineal 
Descendant of David, which he proves in the 
moft ftrong and forcible argument founded on 
the moft folid bafis, the Word of God. Firft, let

us
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us perufe the 2d chapter of Ifaiah, read the 
fecond, and third verfes, and the fourth will be 
underftood to mean that Jacob “ fliall judge 
“ among the Nations, and fliall rebuke many 
" people ; and they fliall beat their fwords into 
“ plough-fhares, and their fpears into pruning 
“ hooks ; Nation fliall not lift up fword againft 
“'Nation, neither fliall they learn war any more.’’ 
No man will furely doubt the authenticity of the 
Holy Scriptures'—if there is, to him I do not ad- 
drefs myfelf; and the man poffefled of the leaft 
knowledge in the facred writings muft own, as this 
bleiled prophecy has not yet been fulfilled, for 
the prophet himfelf exprefsly fays, “ it will come 
to pafe in the laft days”—but fetting afide fuch a 
powerful teftimony of an infpired writer, I would 
afk any mortal in his fenfes if the prefent mo^ 
ment (which teems with blood and (laughter) wil| 
not give a direbt negative to its having been per­
formed ? Is not Government (training every 
nerve to raife men for army and navy, by all the 
oppreffive means thathellifh invention could form, 
all the arbitrary compulfion that defpolic anjlocracy 
could execute, in order to carry on a war, with 
unrelaxed exertions, becaufe it is fuppofed, in a 
royal opinion, to be jujl and ■Mcejjaryi though 
it tends only todeftroy multitudes, and call down 
the vengeance of Godon this unfortunate country ?- 
Daily do we fee the adored fon dragged by a. 
mercilefs gang from a fond and indulgent parent,.

4 vbo. 
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who,lamenting his fate,bringsdown their grey hairs 
with forrow to the grave* —a father torn from hi» 
beloved wife, and leaving perhaps a numerous 
family of young helplefs children to lament his 
fate, and eat the bread of poverty and miferyt 
again, we often find 4 youth, by the connivance of 
a fordid guardian, fold as it were to death, in 
order to. gain poffeflion of his fortune and eftate; 
when,, perhaps, both the youth and his poffeffions. 
were intruded to. his protection and care by a near, 
relation^ who repofed in him the greateft mark of 
friendihip and eftcem ; though fatal experience 
proves hint’ loft to every fenfe of humanity, ties of 
blood, and feeling of a man. But God fays— 
•f /it mhofills a man fiiall furely die for it."

Can i poffibly bring aftronger argument to en­
force it (the prophecy J, not having been accom- 
plilhed. Had it been fulfilled—would Nation rise- 
again ft Nation, confer in evil council» and con- 
ftantly premeditate the daughter of each other ? 
And from local observation, it is certain tho 
art of war is as much carefied by fools,, as 
peace is efteemed and defired by the good and 
wife—for in every ftreet, alley, and court, and 
even fquares too, we meet men and boys feduced 
from the plough and honeft induftry, by the all­
prevailing guile qS Government fineffe—and 
glittering gold, the*  fatal fnare of minifterial cor*  
ruption!——to accept the mark of the Bcaft 
that Badqb of Honour, (if it may be-termed fo) 

for 
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for the trifling fum of Twenty Pounds only, 
which, in my humble opinion, does not appear 
more honourable than that fixed on Cain for the 
murder of his brother Abel.

Secondly, we will advert to the third chapter 
of the Prophet Hofea.

4. For the children of Ifrael fhall be many 
days without a King and without a Prince, and 
without a facrifice, and without an image, and 
without an Ephod, and without Teraphim.

5. Afterwards, the children of Ifrael fhall re*»  
turn, and feek the Lord their God, and David 
their king ; and they fhall fear the Lord, and 
fhall know his goodnefs in the latter days.

Now it is evident the Jews were taught to ex­
ped a King, and of the feed of David—and fhall 
we for a moment doubt, that the Almighty will 
negleft to fulfil the folemn covenant he made 
to the children of Ifrael ?

Thus fays the Lord, who gives the fun for a 
light by day, and the moon and ftars for a light 
by night ; who divides the lea when the waves 
of it roar—-If thofe ordinances depart from be­
fore me, fays the Lord, then the feed of Ifrael 
fhall alfo ceafe from being a nation before me for 
ever. Jeremiah 31,35, and 36.

Furthermore, the reftoration of the Tabernacle 
of David, is exprefled beyond all refutation, in 
the ninth chapter of Amos, ...

11th verfe. In that day I will raife up the Ta­
bernacle
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bemacle of David that is fallen, and cl ofc tip the 
breaches thereof; and I will raife up his ruin^ 
and I will build it as in the days of old, &c. <&c.

Here it is evident, that after the Jews reitera­
tion to their own country, (which is as clearly 
proved in the 13th, and following verfesofthc 
fame chapter,) the government of Ifrael will be 
given to the feed of David.—A righteous branch, a 
King thatJhall reign and proffer, and Jhall execute 

judgement and jujlice on the earth.
Hence it is incontrovertiblv certain, that as the 

' Jews have not yet been reftored to their Promif­
ed Land, it is indifputable, that it mutt ihortly 
take place, in order to the fulfilment of God’s 
holy promife, in truth to Jacob, and in mercy to 
Abraham, -which he hasfuiorn to our fathers from the 
days of old. Micah vii. 20.

It will be unneceflary to enforce any further 
argument to prove, that a Prophet will be re­
vealed, to lead the Jews to their own land, and 
may be daily expeiled ; though for fatisfadory il­
luftration, I will add the laft chapter of Malachi.

1. For behold the day cometh that I fhajl 
burn as an oven; and all the proud, ye and all 
that do wickedly Ihall be ftubble; and the day 
cometh that ihall burn them up, faith the Lord 
of Hotts, that it ihall leave them neither root nor 
branch.

2. But unto you that fear my name, ihall the 
fun of righteoufnefs arife with healing in his

wir.gs.
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'Wings, and (hall go forth and grow Up as calves 
of the ftalL

3. And ye (hall tread down the wicked, for 
they ihall bie allies under the foies of your feet in 
the day that I do this, faith the Lord of Hofts.

Mofeshasdefcribed God as a confimingfire, with 
which, in the terrible day of his wrath, be will 
finite * all the proud” and deftroy all thofe zvho 
do wickedly, of them leaving neither root nor branch-, 
but the bright fun of righteoufnefs will beam 
forth bleflings on thofe who fear his holy name 
and they ihall thrive “ and grow up as the calves 
of theflail,” removing the veil of darknefs from 
their liearts, he will enlighten their under Hand­
ing, and pour in it his divine wifdom; and as the 
fierce lion overcometh the lamb and eoteth his 
carcafe, fo ihall the righteous triumph over the 
wicked, and tread them under their feet—•“ for 
they Jh all be afhes under the foies of their feetMay 
we not underftand from that phrafe, the wicked, 
or enemies of God, are comparatively afhes on 
the earth, fince the judgement by which they 
will be confumed—is fire ?

The fifth verfe of this chapter has been gene­
rally mifunderftood: Behold I willfend you, Elijah 
the Prophet, before the coming of the great and dread­
ful day of the Lord:—This Elijah and Prophet is 
reprefented by fome commentators on the holy 
Scriptures, to mean the Meffiah, J esus Christ, 

who
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** whó came ’into the world to fave firiners—*’ 
others again have affirmed it related tó John the 
Baptift, who was the harbinger of the cooling 
of our Lord and Saviour,’ and did cóme ', accord« 
ing to the blèffed Redeemer's own'words', " in 
the ftrength and power of Elias—■" but as fair as 
my humble fpeculatiOrilèads me, thegteat Elijah 
and Prophet named, implies nëitliër ohe nor' ' the 
other;*  but another Prophet, who, endued with 
the ipirir bf God, and the power of fire, like un­
tò EliaS, will be deputed by the Almighty, to col- 
left the Scattered Jews ffómall nations, and will 
lead theftl to their own'tOutttry, which will never 
more be wrèftéd out bf theii own hands, where he 
will prefidé over them; arid admiriiftër 'juftice 
as a king, and govern and ’difpenfe' judgements 
as a prophet. The flimfy arguments, however, 
advanced on both fides, in fdpport of the fore- 
goirig opinions; are rendered aéhiafly vague and 
etronèóus; by 'thé véry obfervations ■ they them- 
felves maintain ; both • parties acknowledge the 
Millennium, and that1 the Jews will béreftoréd 
to their1 aricierif rites andfpïeridût; yet itili aver 
that Malacht’S prophecy isfullyaccomplijhed, con- 
cerriing thé’ coming of’thé 'Elijah, &c. If this 
wàs the real cafe, nò longet kvould fathers be 
turned "■ from their childréri,' nor thé children: '

* John himfelf denies it is him, John i. a1. “ And they aflced 
him" what art thou, Elias?—and he fâid I am not. Art thon 
that Prophet ? and he anfwcred jVs—

D~
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from their fathers—that is to fay, no longer would 
the earth be fmote with the eurfes of war and 
tumults, caufing flaughter and bloodlhed, fpread- 
ing death and defolation through the world; but. 
all mankind and nations would be drawn together 
in the chords of focial love and harmony_
the -kingdom of Chrift would come: viz. uni- 
verfal peace would prevail throughout the whole 
world. .

Now, as far as my powers will permit, having 
proved that fuch a Prophet mull come to fulfil 
the promifes of God to the children of lfrael; it 
now remains to authenticate Mr. Brothers as the 
expeHed Elias, and defcendant of David. In the 
Sift page of the fecond book, Mr. B. obferves, 
" After the Lord Jefus Chrift was born of the 
bleifed Virgin Mary, file was married to Jofeph; 
by whom lhe had fons and daughters: they were 
fuppofed, as the unqueftionable teftimony of the 
Gofpel demonftrates to be, his brothers and lif­
ters.” St, Paul, in the firft chapter of Galatians, 
fpeaking of James, calls him“ the Lord’s brother 
and St. Mark, in the iixth chapter, after hav­
ing related the people to have wondered when 
they heard Chrift preaching in the Synagogue on 
the Sabbath; defcribes many.in aftonilhment to 
have exclaimed—From whence has this Man theje 
things ? and what wifdom is this which is given to 
him, that even fuch mighty works are wrought by his 
hands ? Is not this the Carpenter, the Son of Mary,
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^«Brother o/^James, and Jofes, end of Juda,and 
Simon; and art not his sisters here with us P— 
See. See. See. Thus, fays Mr. Brothers—“Being, 
myfelf defeended from that James, the eldeft fon 
of Mary, by Jofeph, whom St; Paul calls , the 
Lord’s brother, is the reafon the Lord God, to 
manifeft his regard, faid to me—You may tell 
the King of England I call you my Nephew.”

This expreffion has been an ample feaft for 
weak minds, as affording fcope for the ridicule 
of their malignaht tongues; many, with whom 
I have converfed on the fubjefl, have affirmed 
it an utter impojjibility that our Saviour could be 
faid to have brothers and fitters, becaufe he 
was conceived by a Virgin, created, and not begotten, 
as the other children of David; and as for James 
and Simon, See. Sec. being termed brothers of 
our Lord, are nothing more than mere prover­
bial fayings—To perfons who maintain this doc­
trine, I would only anfwer, that if the Infpired 
Apoftles, only wrote mere and proverbial fayings, 
we cannot wonder that there are fo many un­
believers in the Holy Scriptures, in the prefent 
day ; but, to continue, however, Mr. B. calling 
himfelf the Nephew of God, operates as a fumbling 
block to thofe, whofe minds are too; ignorant to 
underftand it, or too obftinate to receive con- 
'vidlion of its truth. I mutt own from my heart, 
I believe that any man who can trace his line of 
filiation, to David, is undoubtedly fuch a rela­
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tion to the Almighty. •*  In the fame manner, 
(as Mr. Brafley Halhed ingenuoufly affirms) that 
every Jew to this,day is a fon of Abraham ; and 
as we are all of us, beyqpd a doqbt, the fons of 
Adam.”

Mr. Brothers in ,his preface to the fécond part 
of his wor;k, laconically declares, “a man that has 
been an officer in the nayy, whofe immediate an- 
ceftors haye been feparated from the Jew? fiich 
a confiderable length of time, as to mahe them 
forget they ever belonged to the name, declar? 
ing himfelf openly to the world a Prophet of 
God, the revealed Brincp allotted to order the 
fudden return of the Hebrews from all nations, 
and govern them in the land qf Ifrael, will, with 
fomp region I allow, excite both aftoniffiment 
and doubt; but from the multiplied recorded 
teftjpipnies I produce, which no man op earth 
can, it oug|it not |o prevail with any perfop as 
a jphpbjc^iqn againft believing what 1 write.” 
“ For obferve,” continues he, “ fqmç hoftile 
prqfeffiop was neceffary for me to b.e concerned 
jn, tq fulfill the recorded jqdgement of the fa? 
mily J am defigpçd to reprefent in the feat of 
government adverting it is certain tq the de­
nouncement pf God op David, King of Ifrael 
that the fu/ordJhould never de/artfrom fy*  hqufe.

It alfo plainly appears to me, that in all his 
perfpnal concerns, and *n bis conduct, lifeA and 
power, hç ffiould be an exabt and figurative pa­

tern
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tern of Moses, wholed the children of Ifrael out 
of the land of Egypt into the country of Pale- 
ftine; and as his miffion is exactly fhnilar to that 
of the firft Moses, we may with Arid propriety 
term him the fecond, as it is he, who in thefe mo­
dern days, will coliedt the fcattered Jews and 
.bring them to Judea.

And by the Expofition given by Mr. Brothers, 
we underuand, that the Babylon referred to in 
the I Sth chapter of John’s Apocalypfe, does not 
appertain to Rome, as all commentators have 
defcribed if, but London. It is clearly reprefent- 
ed as a capital fea-port; and furthermore, the 
very merchandize and articles of traffic, in which 
our traders are fo notoriously renowned for 
dealing in, are fo fatisfafiorily elucidated, as 
pot to leave us for a moment in conjecture, to 
what country the Apoftle fo metaphorically al­
luded. In this place it will not be mal d pro­
pas, to fay a few words on the fubjedt of the trade, 
in which our Britiih traders are fo glaringly no­
torious.

To England the Slavs Trade is a ftigma 
of reproach of the blackeft hue. It is a 
trade, whofe bafis is cruelty and 'oppreffion; 
and exprefsly contrary to the laws of God and 
Man. It is an abomination to the Lord, 'and 
calls aloud for divine vengeance, and to thofe who 
fupport it; and tbofe who fandion it, it will be 
an everlaftingconfuiion: O Wilberforce! ever 
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immortalized, ahd much refpefted name, to the 
friends of humanity, honour, and freedom; it 
will ever be regarded and perpetuated to pofte- 
rity,' with that tribute of gratitude and applaufe 
which thy meritorious conduft in the caufe of 
yirtue fo juftly demands; and though, for awhile 
tyrannic oppreffion may ufurp her haggard power 
over the venerable endeavours of humanity, 
juftice, ere long, will rile fuperior to the frowns of 
tyranny, and the mercilefs fcourge of iniquitous 
barbarity ! Hear the grateful effufions of a Poor 
.African to this friend of an opprefled Nation— 
** Even amid our calamities the thoughts of you 
will foothe our forrows, when our tyrants are 
■wielding the enfanguined fcourge over our bleed­
ing loins and (boulders; with the name of Wil­
berforce, we will clafh the Christian Savages, 
and charm away the pain of our tortures.
“ O much honoured and beloved Wilberforce’ 

may you long enjoy the breath of life to blefs 
mankind with your benevolent virtues, may your 
enemies wither like the reeds of the defert! may 
mountains Overwhelm them with oblivion, while 
they raife you the God of our Nation!
“ Your voice of mercy has fhaken cruelty,on her 

throne of oppreflion (he may not long triumph, 
the tornado may rife ahd hurl her to perdition, pe- 
ftilence may foon blaft her produce, and leave her 
palfied on the wafte of defpair, wild, frantic, and 
woeful as the, heart of a poor Negro! flie may 

foon 
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Toon be left in the moft afflidive anguilh, then 
will lhe feel the woes of her flaves with bitternefs 
and repentance; but remorfe .will be a canker­
worm to the wounds of her mind, then will flie 
lament her avarice of wealth' ihould have been 
gratified by the toils,tears, and torn limbs of her 
poor Negroes-—then will our groans found in her 
ears, filling her foul with the idea of pains her 
mercilefs chaftifements occafioned the flaves 
which enriched her with their labours.

“ Wilberforce, thou knowest that man, born 
on any part of the earth, was never meant to be 
the'unredeemable Have of .another. Power may 
ihackle our limbs but flte never can deprive us 
of our rights. As men we can never lofe the 
privilege of our natural Liberty; born on the 
earth, we have every right to its common enjoy- 
nients with our tyrannous tafk-mafters. O, Wil­
berforce! trufting to thy virtues, we hope you 
will never ceafe to remember our fhackles and 
our fcourges. You cannot, you will not, defift 
from wilhing for our reftoration to the common, 
rights of men, and to the protefiion of law 
againft the tnoft mercilefs oppreflors.

“ Your labours have not fucceeded, but your 
virtues have immortalized themfelves. O, defift 
ndt from being her advocate! Avarice may, by ■ 
your perfeverance, be obliged to relax her grafp 
of tyranny—lhe may be convinced-that a free 
Nation may be the moft zealous, faithful, and
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produftive fervant—fhe may hie convinced that 
thofewho labour from feat, render tHeir- toils 
fruitlefs by difguft. The free and cheerful mind 
will ever bethemoft advantageous indaboiir, but 
your-good fenfe and good heart require no ideas 
or fentiments of mine: taught to eftimate the 
value as well as privilege of man, youknow that’ 
the enfranchifed fubjedl is the ftrength and riches 
of the community -to which he belongs.^ A blation 
of Slaves was never fo powerfulor wealthy as a­
Nation of.'FREEM'Eii; Wealthy as our tyrants 
may be, they would encreafe their abundance' by 
reftoringusto freedom. A'Negro’has gratitude, 
and would reftore ten fold: his deliverance from 
chains and fcourges wouidelevate bis heart, nerve 
his limbs, and give redoubled energy, tohis efforts 
fpr the ferviceof thofe who*  had reftored-him to 
hisiongwithheldprivilegesof human enjoyment.’*

Can it be fuppofed that the Lord will permit fuch 
an-execrable trade to continue in violation of his 
facred commands, without exciting hi* ’ wrath to 
fulfil)'the judgment he has;denounced on fuch an 
heinous infringement on human rights?—Liberty • 
is the gift of God, and woe unto him that ihall 
date to infringe upon it-—read'the judgment of 
God, ye dealers in human flfh,' and tremble for ' 
yourfelves—-blood muft be- avenged by blood, 
and death muff be appealed by the atonement of 
life—and He voho jleaktb a man and fecretethhim, or 
he be found in his hand, he Jhall furely be fuito 

Death,
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Death* How do the African ttaders get their 
flavcs but by Healing them.—theyvifit the differ­
ent Indian coafts, inveigle the natives on board 

, their veflels by luring triflfcs, and. then rob them 
of their liberty, the moft defirable enjoyment 
mankind can poffefs—‘confine them in the fhips*  
hold—fettered in galling chains, and fcarcely 
allow them fufficient fuftenance to preferve their 
fpirits from finking beneath the preffure of mif- 
fprtune, and when liberated from their prifori, fold

• to wretchcdntfi and jlavery. Are not the Blacks, 
tire oppreffed Negroes, as capable of feeling the 
pangs of woe as thofe who boaft themfelves Whites 
mid Europeans ?—yes 1 and oftentimes fliame to 
our country and religion, poffefs hearts that 
ihrink from treachery and deceit; and enjoy 
fouls glowing with fenfibility, hofpitality, and 
gratitude—whilft we, who exult in our complexion 
and manners, are guilty of the bafeft crimes, and 
veil beneath a fair <mtfi.de an inward heart as black 
as guile can make it. But to avoid further con­
tinuation of a fubjebl that muft create in every 
virtuous breaft the moft poignant difguft, I have 

, not a doubt Mr. Wilberforce and his friends, who 
have favoured the abolition of this moft deteftable 
trade, will meet that reward both here and here­
after, that their laudable and indefatigable exer­
tions in the caufe of humanity, fo juftly entitle 
them: but to continue, taking a moments'furvey 
of Rome in a geographical point of view, it 
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appears Jituated inland-, and confequently front 
its fituation, rendered inadequate to the pur« 
pofes of carrying on commerce by fhipping. 
Hence it is, we find,it particularly defective 
in all thofe branches of merchantile trade, 
that render countries confpicuous and flourifh- 
ing. We may with reafon then fuppofe that 
London is the great city, called fpiritually So« 
dom in Egypt, (Rev. xi.) Therefore the 
fynchronifm of the office of both Prophets, 
are materially parallel to each other. Mr» 
Halhed has given us a beautiful fimile in fupport 
of the coincidence that characterizes the primi­
tive origin 6f the two perfonages; he fays, w For 
as Moles afcended from an ark of bull-ruffies, fo 
did Mr. Brothers rife from a Clip, having.been 
bred to the navy.” ,We perceive alfo, that by 
the exprefs command of the Lord God himfelf, 
Mr. Brothers cut a wand in 1792, which is to 
perform the fame miracles, that the former one 
of Mofes did of old and this is an affimulation 
Bill further:

Thus I have brought Mr. Brothers, to the beft 
Qf my ability, to the knowledge of the reader, in 
the character be appears openly to the world; 
and from my foul, I folemnly declare, I believe 
him to be the very man he profefles himfelf. 
Thofe furely who have feen and converted with 
him, can never prefume to fay he is either a mad­
man or an impostor, as both affertions will have

, appearances
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appearances decidedly againft them. Taking 
him in the point of view as a man—he is hu­
mane, generous, and polite ; as a moral charac­
ter, he is grave in his deportment, pious in his 
manner's and condudt, and univerfally beloved by 
thofe who ¿now him; as a Christian and divine 
tbacher, he is in converfation and life the 
Christian,as far as allthofewho have been in the 
habit of vifiting him can determine. In conver­
fation, he argues, (if not in rhetorical and flowery 
language) with reafon and judgment, and quotes 
fcriptural proofs, with unequalled preciiion, as the 
bafts of his arguments, when alked impertinent 
and farcaftic queftions by ignorant perfons, who 
either prefuming on their rank or fituation in life, 
thought proper to ridicule and infult him, he has 
anfwered mildly, and in the true fpitit of humi­
lity, yet his anfwers have been coherent to their 
fliame, and generally operated as a choke-pear to 
his witty querijls ; always avoids > running into 
rhapfodies, and never permits, unchecked, enthu- 
fiaftical difputes to take place in his prefence; 
when he. fees occalidn to reprove, it is with mild- 
nefs and juftice; if be approves, it is not with 
flattery and guile, but gives praife unto God, and 
hopes he will ftrengthen the lieart in the exercifes 
of religion; to the approved, he fays, go on and 
proffer, and to thofe around he whifpers, go thou, 
and do likewife. Can we then, in thefe traQs of 
Ms life, character, and converfation, difcover any 

thing
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thing apparently mad ? Reafdn cannot always 
accompany madnefs, though the moft deranged 

•lunatic enjoys its intervals, but he is always re*-  
fonable, and I believe no man ever thought him 
otherwife, unlefs the virtue which he urged was 
the lift thing he deiked, and the judgments <xf 
God which he foretold claihed with his own opi­
nions, the rather becaufe they appeared either 
merited by his crimes, or detrimental, if not en­
tirely deftruftive of his favourite views and pur-» 
fuits; fuch a man indeed, I will allow, might pro-? 
flounce him mad, and fuch only whofe interefts he 
foils are themen who would have him a madman i 
but the wretches in vain endeavour to prove Kim 
fo; for all their formidable attempts and labours to 
a refutation are infufficient to the defired purpofe, 
redounding like a battery directed againft them- 
felves, to their own difcredit, if not confufion.

Thus we have feen how much Mr. Richard 
Brothers appears in the charafterof a madman; 
and by whom he is thought fo. Now let us with 
equal candour fearch how far his appearance and 
aft ions are conformable with thofe that triuft necef, 
Airily Conftitutean impostor and an anarchist, 

' An impostor, or a man who wilhes to deceive, 
let the impofition be calculated for whatever end 
it may, is generally peculiarly infinuating in his 
manners and converfation, and wonderfully in­
clines both to intereft your opinions in his favour, 
and’almoil imperceptibly fafcinatcs yob to his
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purpofe by flattery and deceit. A deceiver muß: 
be a complete adept in flattery, and mailer of di£- 
fimulation— he muft applaud the actions you 
never committed, and extol thofe as heavenly» 
which, perhaps in the fight of himfelf and all 
mankind, are as black as hellj he will cringe for 
ihtereft alone, and when he gives a. farthing away 
it is only with the hopes of expedling to gain a 
pound for it: fo much for the requisites neceflary 
for an irtipofton In Mr. Brothers1 demeanour 
and cortvetfation we perceive neither .lurking hy- 
pocrify nor infidious craft ; his behaviour and 
manner appear to be neither forced nor put on, but 
upright and boneft; the vifibie emblems of hia 
heart and principles, and his actions and conduit, 
foem influenced only by the belt emotions both of 
foul and Tentiment. Throughout the whole tenor 
of his life he has been refpedled; in his nautical 
capacity on board ihips of war, he has been ad­
mired by his commanders, efteemed by his fellow- 
qfficers, and beloved by the failors under his com-, 
mand: to thia day they honour him with the. 
greateft profeßions of jefteem, bellow encomiums 
an his name, and pay the moil venerated panegy­
rics to his charadter 5 as an officer, indefatigable in 
the exercife of his duty, of integrity, and virtue*  
and as a man humane in his feelings, and upright 
in all his dealings.—Thus, Is it poffible for a 
moment to declare him an Impoftor, and noticing 
none of thofe events tyhich he foretold long before, 
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they took place, or even were at the time antici­
pated by the very authors of them ? We will en­
quire to what purpofe the impofition was intended, 
as the author of it would, fetting afide all doubts, 
be himfelf the firft objedt and vidtim of the fo- 
lemn delufion. Many people have not hefitated 
to pronounce him that character, but thefe cannot 
convince you, nor even reconcile to their own con- 
fciences, I believe, whatobjedl he caii'havein view ; 
if aS an Anarchift, they accufe him of treafonable »
■practices, intentionally calculated to ftir up rebel­
lion in the minds of men. The anathemas he 
pronounces againft the prefent government will 
give the lye to their affertions, for man will drop 
the caufe, however juft it may be fupported,when 
be finds that God.has taken it up, and will, by his 
divine judgment, crufli, the cruelty and oppreflion 
for which he has long and vainly endeavoured to 
gain redrefs; the exhortation he has given us to 
amend our lives, to live virtuoufly, and in the fear 
of God, and to refrain from all manner of fin, 
cannot be of an evil or dejigning fpirit; as evil can­
not come out of good, it is impoflible to fuppofc 
that the Devil would prompt to virtue or influence ■ 
a man to propagate true religion to ferve his pur- 
pofes; as it is the very bulwark againft which all 
his attacks are levelled, fince by its power alone 
on the human heart that of Satan’s is rendered 
contemptuous and abortive. As the working tool 
of a particular political party, which I have heard

. him
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him ftyled by perfons who have neither reafoned 
with a why or wherefore •, I cannot find one word 
either by his books or tradition, that in the leaft 
corroborates fuch an opinion; I have perufed and 
repcrufed them, and he fulminates deftru&ion to 
all parties—dethronement to our prefent king— 
iubverfion to the prefent government both civil 
and ecclefiaftical—a fpeedy termination to both 
Houfes.of Parliament, and violent threats are de­
nounced againfi the whole Britiih Nation. Does 
it then appear in the light cf a party concern, 
fince he only cffers the hopes of mercy from an 
enraged God to the hearts of thofe who are the 
meek and peaceful bn. earth P but it is evident 
both minifterial and oppofition parties are juftly 
to be compared to men labouring in the fame 
field, but with different implements. The former 
determines at all events to catry on the war, b$ 
the confequences what they may, the latter main­
tains it is utterly impracticable to perfevere in it 
any further, as our refources are exhaufted, and 
from the inftability of our allies we are unabled 
to continue it: indeed throughout the whole wair 
we have trufted to the ftaff of a hruifed reed, in 
confiding in our allies, who, although they have 
pledged themfelves to have done all that in them 
laid 5 it is eafy to be perceived our fubfidies have 
been repaid by treachery and impofition, though 
omitting digreflion; it is certain both parties are 
directed to the fame point in their own hearts 
(let them fay what they pleafe), the difference is, 
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the one is refolute in continuing the war, and the 
other would agree and own its plaufibility of fuc- 
cefs, if the means adequate could be produced or 
procured. Thus we have ihewn him, beyond all 
difpute, a man of no party, nor actuated by any 
political motives whatever; now we will examine 
him as an impoftor.—taking him in this light, he 
muft have fome expedations or hopes of aggran­
dizement to be realized, but we find Mr. Brothers 
totally regaidlefs of human laws and difpenfations, 
Handing unruffled, braving with determined in­
difference all human authority, as if invulnerable 
to all the powers of man: then what fhall we fay ' 
for a man, who we find alfo abounding in ads of 
charity, when he himfelf has fcarcely where­
withal for his own fupport ? One inftance I will 
give among many—A poor woman and three 
children were left deftitute by the death of her 
hufband, who died abroad in the fervice of the 
King : being reduced to an extreme ftate of mi- 
fery, in fo much that her landlady had feized her 
goods and bed from under them: without friends ' 
and money, ftarving appeared inevitable, when 
Mr. Brothers, hearing of the woman’s misfortunes, 
humanely fent her feven guineas, which redeemed 
her goods, and afforded her and her children the 
means of going into Wales, where her friends, and

. thofe of her late hufband refided. An Impoftor, 
who is a man guilty of the vileft crimes, would 
certainly never delight in doing gocd; and this I

2 can 
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can juftly fay, Mr. Brothers employed himfelf in 
diftributing benefits to the poor and needy; fo 
that he frequently left himfelf deftitute to fupply 
the wants of others.

I will now no further, by fuppofed illufions, of­
fered by ignorant perfons, depreciate the character 
of a man, whom I venerate and efteem. 1 will 
only add, that as from the obfervations, I have de­
duced, I think it is clearly proved, that he is nei­
ther a Madman nor an Ivipcflor-, and though it 

I might be a wicked prefumption to fay pofitively
he is the Prophet of God; yet it would be irre­
verent to the word of God, to aifert abfolutely he 
is not; and as many have doubts, fo alfo many 
may believe in him, and of the latter number I in­
clude myfelf: and I aflert, from the firft moment 
I faw him, I imbibed a belief of his prophecies 

„ and million.
There i6 in my judgement, a fe ne fai quoi, 

fomething fo ftriking in his drefs, and fo awful in 
his countenance, that my ideas of him may he 
eafier conceived than exprefled, by any perfon 
who has feen him; but I do not mean to be un- 
derftood to fay that when I believedI entertained 
fuch an implicit failb, as not fometimes to have 

z doubts arife in my mind on his infallibility ; be-
caufe, as no mortal is freely exempt from error, he, 
in a human ftate on earth, (though divinely in- 
fpired,) might err and be equally liable to mif- 
tfikes; but thus far wc may conclude, none of 
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thofe irregularities are to be perceived in Mr, 
Brothers’s conduct and aftions, that generally 
mark the Madman, or one deranged in his fenfes ; 
nor can we difeover beneath the fandtity of his 
countenance and behaviour a fecret deception, to 
fupport the propoli ron of his being an Impoßor 
neither can we forefee any private intereft or gra­
tification to be derived from fuch a deceptive 
impofition. Therefore, linee we cannot determine 
with reafon, we mult wait with patience, tifi 
God filali pleafe in his divine goodnefs, ihall con­
vince us of his truth or fallacy. And as the'Al­
mighty is the only Propria Periona, who Can un­
ravel the myitery ; we muft tarry patiently and 
fulpend our opinions, till he ihall grant us a divine 
manifefiation, fo that we may be fully aware Of 
faying (; hrough the heat and natural fluctuation of 
cur thoughts,) things, in baße, that muß be repented 
at ieifure.

H. F. OFFLEY.

Warcrßerprcet, Itatcliffe-bigbfinaj,

FINIS.
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