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S noman can teflify a fronger regard
Jor his fellow creatures than by warn-
ing them of dangerous courfes, and direfling
them to thofe which lead to virtue and happi-
nefs, fo'the writer of thefe Jheets, the more
effectually to accomplifh fuch an ufeful de-
- fign, has exhibited that pifture of infamy
which is daily prefented in this great metro-
polis, to the utter defirullion of imnocent
youth, and the heart-felt difirefs of many
tender parents.

As, in a natural fenfe, guiding the blind,
and informing the ignorant, are efleemed the
moft exalted abls of humanity; fo, in a meral
Senfe, to point out tothe innocent and un-
wary, the traps that are laid for them, and
the means by which they may fhun their fatal
~confequences, muft be allowed the greateft
mark of bemevolence. The author, therefore
influenced by thefe. motives, thinks it a duty
- incumbent on him to expofe thefe fallacies
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which deprive fo many not only of their
putation, but even their very exiflence, ¢
as his intention is honefl, he hopes little
accuracies will be overlooked, as his labo
‘are calculated not for the perufal of
carping critic, but the downwright ho:
man, who will embrace every opportunit;
. aveiding thofe direful delufions whick n
lead to deftrultion.—Regardlefs, thereft
of the fneer of modern wits, or the ridic
of the abandoned, he will efleem it an am
" compenfation for the pains he has befim
on this little performance, if it happily te
to_the 'déeteltion ‘and de/lru&zon ‘of one v
or defence and promotion of one virtue.

He begs leave, likewife, to-acquit Aim,
of any imputation which nght be laid to
charge Jrom his knowtedge in thefe vari
Jeenes of vice, by ‘iiforming the ingena
reader, that t/zey wére communicated to i
by an unhappy brother who had been a pr
czpal allor in moft-of t/zem, and a fpetta
n all.
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THE

CHEATS or LONDON

EXPOSED, &

N order to render the plan of this litle treatife
-4 fufficiently obvious to every reader, we fhall
range the variousahandoned, and vicious characters

. of both fexes under th-ir refpe@ive heads; where-

o will be given a fuccin& account of their deteft-
able praltices, and to which wiil be fukjsined the

- miolt eHe&uat’methods to avoid their pernicions

tendency. By thefe means we fhall not only un-
dertake to guide the countryman of all ranks fafe
to London, but to preferve them when there; nor
fhall we at the fame time be defficient in endea-
vouring to keep inviolate the morals of our towns-
men. To purfuc our intended plan, we will be-
g'n with the charalter of

- - HIGHWAYMEN or SCAMPS.
THESE are generally perfons who have been ac-
~ cuftomed to extravagant living, and lewd wo-
men, and thus exbaufted their fubftance. If fuc-
cefsful in bufinefs they appear as gentlemen, and
get acquainted with the hoftlers on the road, and
fome landlords, to obtain intelligence. Gentlemen
travellers frequently call for thodfhdicrd ro take a

:8lafk with them, and in the courfe of Eqnve!‘fation
dilctiver what cafh or notes they Wil and wWhete

they Jie, the road they are going, " e nn Yooy
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+ ufe. When Mr. Scamp comes, he calls for:

tle or bowl, and atks, What news? when, pe:
the landlord, undefignedly, informs him tha
or fuch company are in the houfe, who have
intelligence concerning various particulars, 1
he repeats if time permits. For thefe reafons
" gentlemen are pnrfued on the road, though
are met by chauce. Highwaymen generally
you before they falute ; but I advife all gentl
travellers not to divulge what fubftance they
with them to any landlord or hoftler, efpe
within forty milés of London? as they gen
difcover all the information they can get, «
through ignorance or defign.
SHARPERS.
TH_ESE are the more delufive, as moft of
arc men of reputable extradtion, tole
education, and decent appearance; but thr

. vicious purfuits have fquandered their for

“and loft their reputation. They range the
in the garb, and under the chara&er of gent!
of independent fortunes; and make it their
nefs to find out young heirs of much wealth,
lefs prudence, who having left their rural ab
and being captivated with the novelty of a
life, often affc&t the company of thofe who
cording to the common phrafe, are faid to .

~life. * ‘They commonly refort to the billiard.t
the cock-pit, the race.coufe, the tennis-court,
the bowling-green, in the refpective games bei
ing to thich they are generally well verfed
long, ance cow experience.

- Having beeft as they call jt taken in themfe
they faifély infer their right to take in oth
a2d accordiogly turn their whole winds tw
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pafe purpofe.. Conftant practice teaches them al.
moft at a glance to difcern the gamefter from the
¢ake, as they term it; and fuch an one is no fooner
entered their place of refort, but they advife means
todraw him in for the plate; and generally ftrip
bis pockets before he departs. So fallacious are
they, they will, even under the malk of friend.
fhip, draw an unguarded, generous man into the
moft deftru&tive meafures, and fhare with their
hafe confederates the prodult of their treachery,
If you hazard your moncy in betts with u fharper,
a cheating is bis infeparable qualification, you
have not only blind chance to deal with, but fuch
acombination of deceit, and fuch a train of tricks
and flights linked together, that even good fortune
isnot fufficient to guard and fecure you againft
them, Nay, if you could arife to a degree of
eminence in any particular game, he would even
then devife means, either by working up your
paflion, or eluding your infpedtion, to fruftrate
Your point and carry his own.

He will inveigle you, from time to time, into
une fport or another, amongft others of his clan,
who are adepts in diffimulation, till they have
gcnteelly fleeced you of perhaps your all, and treat
you afterwards with as much indiffercnce, as he
a firft affe@ed refpect.  When you can no longer
wminifter to his iniquitous purpofes, he will not
ooly defert you, but make a fcoff of your inex-
Perience and credulity. To fum up the chara&er
of a fharper ; he is one, who fupplies his exigen-
gies” by ftudying and pradifing every means, that
Ray deceive the credulous, allure the inexperie
;,"5'03, trepan the ignorant, and miflead the Wl

fed,” His confcience is feared, a8 W Wik,

’
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with-a hot iron, he is regardlefs of the laws of G
and man, ac far as is confiftent with his fecurif
and 1s fo abforbe:: in vice, that lieis ml'ufccptii
of every humane or honcurable foatiment. 4
aveid the faial effe@s of conriétion with thé
fnake. in the grafs, if you have no acquaintanced
town, be very cautious of ke:ping company, *
any cne behaves with extraordinary civility towag,
you, or afl:&s to defire your friendthip, bewa
of him, liften not to hisentrance, for as you 2
a ftranger to him, his defire of cultivating awg
quaintance with you muft arifc trom bafe and felf
views. If you are accolted in the ftreet, park;
any place of public refort in the ordinary way
converfe, concerning the topic of the time, or's
incidental fubjeits, affe@ cither not to hearg
turn afide. This is a very common method
proceeding with thofe gentlemen. i
Ia fhori, take nothing on truft, nor make*
acquaintance till affured of their way of life’
moral charadter. v
KIDNAPPERS.
HESE are lazy vagrants of ruined chara@
who are emnployed to trepan ignorant wr
p.&ing ycung men to euter ivto the fervice of
wierchants, or in time of war juto the arm!
navy. They hauni night-houfes, petty ale-.fx('n
ani the fkivts of the town. Their ufual mer
is to accoft a countryman in the common ma
of falutation, and if pcfiible inveigle him i
houfe to diink.  If poor John catches at the™
. they th:n put the liquor abont brifkly, and if -
find it begios to operate, they queftion hip
cerning the time of his being in town, the profe
ke follows, or iptends to follow, &eo Wi¥e
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béed bred to any trade, they iniitate to him the
fuperiox;ity of a gentleman foldier’s life, who is in
the road both to fortune and pretermeat; if of no
trade and in queft of a place of fervice, they affure
him they will provide him every requifite for a
gentleman w' ¢ ut the drudgery of a meniwal life.
It is very comwon at their places of rendezvous,
to have 1wo or three féllows attired in ferjeants
regimentals, who are readv to affure them of their
fpeedy preferment, and that they need not doubt
of the fame. When he becomes intoxicated,
they frequently {lip money into his pocket,and in
in hour or two afterwards, falute him as a brother
[oldier ; if the poor ecountryman difcovers any
furprife at this falutation, they then apply to their
ferjured comirades; who aré ready to atteft his ac-
tption of bounty-monéy in confideration of en-
liting ; and to prove it, he is reterred to his own
fetling. The aftonifhud innoceat then puts his
baid into his pocket, if capable, finds oney,
and is ftrick with amazement. If the liquor ope-
ntesaccording to the bafe dfire of thofe, who ad-
dinifter it, théy fave themfelves further trouble
dfter they have palmed the moaey on the unfuf
g:iltingmari, by conveying him to bed, locking the
doorof the room, and leaving him to his morning
tefle®ions,
~ The reader may readily conceive the aftonifh-
ment of the honeft countryman, when, he awakes
ina frange place, finds a cockade in his hat, or
the money in his pock:t. In vamn he expoftulates
with the meércilefs myrmidom, who is ready to
Fwéar it'was an a& of his own free will,and it he de.
Resto be exempted from the obligation, be mat
B
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tome down fomething handfome. Thus the poor,
barmlefs honeft man is trepanned either into a
fate of flavery (for in many cafes it is no better)
or obliged to purchafe his deliverance at an ex-
tortionate rate.

This is the common method in elich thefe en-
flavers of the unwary commonly proceed ; and fuch
the two general confequence of their vile crafts,
and the credulity of the unexperienced youth.

To caution you againft thofe fedwcers of the
unthinking, obferve that many of them diefs in
the garb of officeis, and ftand often at the door of
an alehoufe in order to accoft paffers-by; fome
of them appear in other garbs, and their bufinefy
is to allure you to the houfe where the principal
villain is ready to receive you. The firft you may
know by their drefs, the latter you may fufpe®
from_his impertinent addrefs, you have therefuse

.- only to remember thefe defcriptions, and to aveid
whatever tallies in the leaft with them.

GAMBLERS, o
"JHOUGH thefe are included, as well 23 many

" others wé fhall mention, under the charalter
of fharpers, we think it neceflary to our purpofe
to confider them feparately, in order to difcover
to our honeft readers their various tricks and re-
fources, for the better difcovery of them, and
their furer ¢fcape. ‘

As we before obferved, they are verfed in ‘moft
games practifed by men of principal for diverfion
only; we (hall point -out their various methods of
cheating, trepaniting, ind deluding the unwary,
and inexperieficed, and BHegin with the moinivg

diverfion of. Qennis.. . -
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take the wrong fide laft time, twas a tight matc
and no body could tell who had the beft of itt
the advantage came T'd draw him on ftill fu
ther they ofter him his choice, affuring him the
govet not to carry off his money. In this mann
the unguarded, deluded country gentleman
drawn on from fet to fet, and from finall bets
large ones, till they have /2uck him as they call i
and then, aecording to their language, they fe
dom part with him ti!l they fend him away fwe
and clean. In molt of thefe matches, there
either a bribed marker, fome gentleman that h
firlt loft his eftate, and then his henour; or fon
feoundrel that never had eftate nor honour, bi
acquired the game by conftant attendance on t!
cour s. There are many intown who live mere!
upon the tennis court; and thefe have fuch a pe
fe® notion of a fet, and fo many intricate m
thods of turning their bets, that a perfon muftt
naturally accute, as we:l as inured to the game t
long experience, hefore he can be an adept in i
Upon the whole, I can honeftly affure the cout
try gentleman, that if he chances to fall in amor
them, they'll cheat him if they can; if they ca
not entice him to bet, they'll endeavour to enti
him to fome other houfe or game, and ’tis odds
he leaves them in the fame plight of pocket as |
“found the.... ‘

BOWLING, as well as tennis, was farmerly
game forfew but gentlemen; but it is now becon
too much a trade for cheats and tharpers. If tho
who Jive by this game get a firanger to enga;

, with themn hand to hand, though the moft expe
‘bowler, hey’ll dévife fome mea. s to defraud hin
Some will crofs the ground upon him ;3 othern



( 3 )

dawl to him juft upon the Adelivery of ti:e bow},
or cunfuniml nm with inpertinent advice, to
make him forget hus lengts Perh?{n one of the
gang wiii pretend to have retted on his fide, and
fo amuie him with giving him falfe grennd.  If
thefe trieks fail, .nd the ftranger appex1s a mafter
of t:e gaine, there is a perion 1eady to claim a
rignt to the bowls then in hand: this zflords them
v opportunity to put faife ones into lus hand,
tither black-biaffed, pegged or lcaded ; or tofofier
on fome device, that will an{wer their purpofe in
the end. But what I have urged conceining the
mes of Tennis and Bowls, I mean not to dif-
juade any perfon from the pra&ice of them, as
they are both of them manly and innocent amufe-
ments of themfelves; but to caurion the unwary
from the fnares of gamblers, who proftitute them
to their fraudulent purpofes, by picking the poc-
kes of the honeft, but unguarded count1y gen-
tiemen.

To avoid thefe, never vifit a Tennis Coust or
Bowl:ng Green, witl.out firi@ enquiry into the
tompany, whe oriinarily frequent them ; and then
it wou:-: be beft to take a friend with you, who is
accuftorned to the waysof the town. '

COCX FIGHTING, though an ancient cuftom,
and practifed ov the novility and gentry of this
king-luin, is a fc.ndulous and barbarcus diverfion,
and rette@s a difgi.ce on buman neiure; permit
me, thereroe, to ddlusde my reeders in general
from even sppeaning in fuch {fcenes of cruelty,
whch :re ever pr-dhried to moft notodicus villain-
jes, and whic. are fit for the attendauce of Game
blers a.one.
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HORSE-RACING may at firft view be fup-
ofed within the compafs of the country-man's.
Znovyl_edge, but I apprehend I can difcover many
“tricks in that diverfion, to which the greater part
- gre utter ftrangers. [t is gertain, thefe are all
frequented by a2 number of London Gamblen,
who take the rout from one courfe to another
throoghout the kingdom; and have ftudied the
various means of fraud in this branch of fport, as
& tradefinan does his art of profeifion ¢ It 1s often
.in thefe matches pre-congcerted who is to he the
" .winner, by which means thoufands are taken in,
Gamblers getting together, pretend to make a
great buftle, and to be very fanguine for this or
the ofher horfe, by which means by-ftapders are
often induced to bet and lofe their money, as they
know the winner before they come into tK_e courfe,
Sometimes at a fair match, when judgment can
enly decide the wagers, one of the clan haying
made a bet, another fteps up, and the money by
confent of parties is depofited in his hands. 1}
the match goes in favour eof the fair fpurtfman,
away pikes the kiddy with the money. The ftran:
ger ftares, thie gambler {fwears, but all te no pur-
pofe ; the former mult put up with the lofs, and
the latter flinks off with a hypocritical concern for
being acceffary to the money’s being depofited in
the bands of a rogue; having taken down the re-
fidence of the deluded man, and promifed, on
deteiion of the bilk, to give him immediate no-
tice. ‘To infure yourfel]f from this kind of cheat,
it is beft not make any kind of bets; or only tri-
fling ones with thofe of your acquaintance. "
. .BILLIARDS is a genteel ingenious game, and
requires much dexterity and prafice; by ke

——
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thers is perverted with gamblers, I venture te
iffirm, there are more idle fellows live by this
kind of diverfion in London, than by any other,
ad the reafon is evident; becaufe it is more prac«
tifed. Thefe by hovering over tables from morn~
ing to night, acquire in tie a tolerable proficien-
¢y in the game; as well as a knowledge of the
various frauds pradlifed in it. When a ftranger
enters the room, they all, to ufe their own phrafe,
Aap bim, and can foon, if he fpeaks concerning
the fubje&, difcern if he is a pigeon. By a pigeon,
I mean a perfon, who is either a novice at the
game, or an obftinate conceited fool, who will
plag with a fuperior to gratify his own vanity. If
they cannot by propofing great odds get the mo-
vice to play, they will draw him on to bet, and
sat Tenms, let him win three or four times, tilt
at length the tables turn upon.him, and he is de-
cently fleeced of his cafh, The obftinate, vain
man, generally ferves their turn better than even
the novice. He thinks, becaufe he has been
deemed ah adept, at a table reforted to by gentle«
men and tradefmen for their diverfiori only, he ig
2 match for any player, and therefore to {pread
his fame, vifits different tables. But fuch a one
annot but be a dupe to his own vanity, and 2
pigeon to the Gambler; becaufe the kill of the
former is only the refult of playing eccafionally
for his amufement, while that of the latter is the
effeét of daily pradice and ftudy as his fale liveli-
hood. The country gentleman, whea in town,
may avoid the fnares of Gainblers at the game of
Billiards, by declining all bets, and all pay witk
Rangers.

[
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BAMING HOUSES: Befides the varions fpor
?r’dﬁitmed to the fraudulent purpofes of thisi
amous clan, there are houfes :n th.s {cwn
apart for that vile ufe. Thefe are recepiacies
all forts of gameflers, and vety inconivenient m
feries to 1rain up joungflters, and quanity ti.em
ﬁlay iiva'y their eitates when they cume nte the
ands. The adepis at thefe houles pretend
preceed 16 matheraatical 1ues, and *ie dodri
of proportion: and that ail things are theséfo
carried farly dnd fquarely amorgit them: b
but many of theni liave veen detected i the v
eft frauds. Hazard is their chuer game ; and th
have (if gamblers) a fort of falic dice; that 2
cut and ftaniped fo exadtly like tke true, and wit
al marked with the :ame mark, that it is impof
ble for ftrangers, that do not (ufpeé the cheat;
difcover it. The box-keeper hLas comnmonly
readinels, to put forth on a fign given. Wh
they have got a ggntleman, whom they defign
rook in among them, while fome are {harping hi
out of his money within, others are {gmperi
with his fervants without, to find out his ¢ircut
ftances, and the place of his refidence in -ow
If they find his effefls will infure them, and tt
he is a perfon, wlio may be ventured on, as fo
as they perceive he has loft his ftock, one of t
gang calls. him afide, and after ielling him of |
genteel appearance, and generous fptrit; to pi
vent his being expofed, ofiers him five or t
pieces.  If he accepus of the favout, he tels hi
the cuftom, 'in fuch cafes; it to take nine for te
and to allow him a call upon a goéd hand. Wh
this is loft too (as it dlways is (u a Kidle tim
then they conclude he is fixed. The geNeu
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%ho has done him the favor to cheat of his mostey
inviteshim o the tavern, (under pretence of civility)
and wheén they bave decoyed bim thither, the
lmfon that did him the extraordinary fervice to
end bhim the ten picces, is fent for. He in the
mean time has made up a new purfe, and is ready
to credic him with the other ten till next morning,
. ifbeis difpofed to try his luck. If he confents,
that likewife is foon loft, and what refource has he
then? his worthy friend bas no more cath about
him ; but declares it as.his opinion, that fince they
have won thie gentleman’s 1eady money, th.y ought
"togive him a caft or two upon honour, With
much feeming telu&ance, this is complied with,
Thus begins the fatal cataftrophe; if they think
be has too much regard for his reputation, or too
much modefty to make ufe of the ftatute for his
defence, or is unwilling that the town thould
know he has been a bubble; then they ftick him
fo deep, that he muft cut off a limb of his eftate
to dth"a‘ himfelf from thbeir clutches. I have
been particulat in defining this fpecies of Cam.
blers, as they are of all others moft injurious to
fociety, both from their deceitful appearance and
their views being dirc&ted to country gentlemen
of ptoperty. This very relation cf their infamous
pl:oceedings we deem 2 fufficient caution to avoid
them,

[ RS

£3_es oo

o ames  £3

SETTERS.

THESE are fervile, defpicable wretches, capatle
of every a&ion bafe and fordid, fuch as in-
innations, flatery, hypocrify, difimulation, and
Whatever may contribute to their fagihons pot.
pofes.  All the villainies and cheats 0 Davase
G
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unite in their abje® minds, and they ftand eves
ready to prolecute advantageous mifchief. Theit
-.common employ is to watch the motions of young
heirs, to draw and trepan them into mean and
unequal matches, and impofe upon them jilts and
whores for women of chara&er and fortune. This
they pra&tice with fuch art and dexterity, that it is
almoft imips{lible, if you once fall ioto their manage:
ment, to .t{cape from it, without being tofall
tuined. Thofe who unfortunately attend to thei
guileful infisuations often fully their honour b’
marrying a harlot; and render themfelves the by
word and laughing flock of their acquaintance
and the ignominy is brought on thew through th
means of a2 new affociate, under the bypocritica
pretence of fingular honefty and fincerity. If thef
fctrers cannot palm a wife upon you, they wi
endeavour to draw you into fham projecls .an
chimeras. If you embark in any of their fchemes
you are fure to be entangled ; and not only lof
all the ready money you part with, but are in grez
hazard of being drawn into future bonds, an
" confequently ruined at lalt. ‘The whole life of

Setter, is, in a few words, a continued {cene of de
liberate villainy ; his bufinefs confifts in betrayin
and trepanning, his fuftenance depends upo
fraud, and he may be deemed a fnake in the grafs.

HANGERS ONor SPUNGERS-

'I‘HF.SE are a kind of fottith indolent wretche

. and though not fo mifchievious as the forme

are as troublefome and impertinent, and indet
more offenfive to a man of fenfe than either -
them.  They recommend themfelves o {ugerfic?
perfons, by a pretence to a tafte for Vweraww
and a2 knowledge of she humourts of the
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By virtue of thefe qualifications, they think them.
felves companions for the beft gentlemen in the
kingdom, and will be fure, upon the fmalleft in-
viation, to croud themfelves upon them, if they
meet with encouragement ; and it is much if by
degrees they grow not familiar, after that imrudcnt,
and at laft intolerable. A Spunger’s whole ftock
of entertainment, is generaily, a bawdy fong or
two, a few drunken healths, and half a dczen
dull puns; with thefe he will be perpetually grating
Jour ears till be has tired your patience, and you
{ orcobliged to rid yourfelf from him by very rough
{ ‘treatment. The town fwarms with thefe drones ;
and 3 country gentleman can hardly fet his foot
ino it, but he his furrounded by them. How
unreafonable, I may add, how infamous it is, to
Pick up fuch leofe and profitlefs perfons and make
them companions. I have often beheld with fur-
. prize feveral of them flalking before a country
» gentleman, and crowding them{clves into all com-
Pavy and bufinefs with him, fucking and fpunging
* opon him, and, in a literal fenfe, eating him up
adlive, Thefe you may kuoow by the delcription
given of them, and if you retain the leaft inge-
_ nuity of temper, you will doubtlefs treat them
with the contempt they deferve.
MONEY-DROPPERS.

"THE rendegvous of thefe petty cheats, is in the
moft popular parts of the town, fuch ag Moor-
fields, Covent-garden, and other public places be-
iween Weftminfter-Hall and Temple-Bar, efpeciaily
the two former ; and it is fome odds if a country.
maan pafes through either of them but he is attack-
. #d by a party. The manner of this cheat W 28
follow, . To make a compleat fet, there wol ™
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three of them: one to perfonate a mescha
other a country gentleman, and the third a
man. When they hit off the cully, one
?ug marches directly before him, and :
ollows clofe behind, till they come toa con
place, where the mouth, as they term bim
needs obferve. The fpark that is in the fro
drops the guinea: * Faith (fays he, turning
¢ ftranger) [ have found a piece of mone
* Ithiok it is a guinca.” Then if he th
the rear perceives he is infenfible of the ch
he fteps and claims halves. After a litt
fquabble between the two cheats, fays ti
¢ If any has g right to foack, it is this ger
* who faw me take it up : but to prevent d
S we’ll all go to the tavern and fpend tl
‘“ money, and then divide the remainder .
¢ amongt ws.” The third fill continu
diftance to obferve the fuccefs of their o
ment, and in what tavern they houfe him,
is generally one to which they are accuf
when he is fixe, thenin he comes ina
hurry and pretended confufion for the lo
bill, which be fays, he fuppofcs he dropp
now, in the very room where they are dr!
To give ¢plour to the fraud, one of the tv
veys 3 fligf. bill under the table, which
mecdiately takes up, and as a teftimony of 1
calls for{:is pint.

After they begin to grow a little warm, v
one of them, and pretends ‘to have difcoy
pack of cards, which he has before placed i
convenient part of the room for his pt
% Ha! fays he) kere’s a pack of cards;
“ I'll hew you onc of the {martelt tridks
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. ¥ wag raught by a Frenchman a few days age.”
! Then to poflefs their cully of their inpocence,
- they fhew feveral of their ordinary rricks upon
 the cards. At laft, he that is moft dexterous,
flarts the grand trick: on which wagcrs enfue, and
the mouth is generally taken in. If tnis does not
pafs uoon him, they try him with falfe dice, rug
. aod & leather, or twenty other proje&s, which
they %uve ready on fuch occafions. I[n thort,
rither than fail they will knock him down, rifle
him, or pick his pocket. If you obfcrve the
manaer in which this cheat is defcribed, you need
Bo caution againft it, '

: PICK-POCKETS.

HESE rabble of cheats are fuch as from their

youti have been trained up to the bafe art,
'} which confifts of a kind of flight in picking you

property from you impercepribly. Their chief
refort is Black-boy-alley, the ruinous bunildings
bour Chick-line, and fuch. like places. They
i} attend on public occafions ; fuch as public days,
proceflions, extraordinary fights, &c. They
gencraliy go in clans of a man, a woman and
thldren, each of whom have their refpeive de-
Partcicnts. In croyds they effe@ a great defire of
pafling, and the ufual method is for the man to
joltle the perfon pointed out as the mark, while a
boy or girl does the bufinefs, and conveys the
plunder to a woman, aud then make off frequently
Under a coach or two if there are any hand. They
alfo frequent plices of public worlhip, that are
generally crowded through fafhion,or the popularity
of a preacher, from which they trequendy carry
off 2 good booty; and indeed embrace every
OPportupity, when there is likely to be 2 concostie
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of people. ‘Thefe are the moft difficult of a
cheats to guard againlt in London, becaufe the
are more in number, and often in purfuit of prey
The moft effeGtual method I can preferibe, ist
avoid all crowds, which are frequently raifed b
thefe means, and if you go to places of publi
refort, leave every thing valuable behingd yor
and always be upon your guard, Lagies i
particular Thould be careful o% their watctrés “am
tweczers, as thefe are eafily cut from their fides, -
QUACKS, ~ ) A
T_HESE are arrogant mifcreants, that rop thon
* fands, not only of their money but thei
health. They pretend to a knowledge in phyfi
and furgery, op the meer foundation, perhaps, ¢
having done menial offices of gentlemen of th
faculty ; or perhapsa few receipts from fome o
-their own fraternity. ‘They have nothing to e
commend them to a confumate effrontery, and n
other means of palming their peftiferous com
Eounds upon the unwary, than puff, groundlel
flurances, and Infolent detra&ion. They haw
alfo a convenient back door, and private room, :
regular furgeon and phyfician to attend, and
thoufand fuch like allurements, to entice you t
the ruin of your conftitution, o
Country people are more efpecially liable to b
- caught in their fnares, from want of acquaintanc
in town, and if their cafe is venereal, thro' fham
of divulging it to thofe with ‘whom they refide
to caution you againft thefe murderers of the con
fitution, I'fhall lay before you their gener:
method of treating the unhappy patient in venere:
gales particularly. ‘
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. When the infeted perfon applies, they judge
bf his circumftances generally by his appearance,
and take care to make him come down before they
roceed to bufinefs. After examination, if they
nd him a novice, they endeavour to intimidate
him, by reprefenting the ftate of his cafe to be
much worfe than it really is, but yet, to extort
money, promife, notwithftanding the malignant
‘tiature of it, afpeedy and effe®ual cure. Having
:given him fome of their compounds with direfions
-eoncerning the application of them, they appoint
aninterview at a certain time and difmis him.
He muft then produce ancther prefent, and is
difmiffed as before. Their common method is to
dally with you as long as poffible, and then either
decieve you with a patched up cure, or more dread-
ful fymptoms than appeared on your firft applicati-
con; but the former 1s the moft common cafe, of
. which there are daily inftances in this town. To
. woid all conne&®ion with thefe worft of deceivers,
lapply on all occafions to perfons of eflablithed
. tepute from a regular education, and fair charater.
TRAPPERS.

THESE carry on their vile purpofes by the aflift-
ance of a pregnant whore, and the help of
fome letters and papers, they pick out of your
pockets, which give them an inlet into your affairs.
Iftbey once are fo fortunate to get a big-bellied
whore into their confederacy, they carry her about
ina kind of triumph among all their cullies and
tovices; every one forfooth, under the notion of
bﬁing the true father, muft fubferibe an individual
Maintenance for the firumpet and the cild, ot 2
Yarrapt muft be got im mediately, and de oiieets
““e parith called in to their afhfiance Yo fowe
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you to it. 1f you conteft the cafe with thém,
jade is ready to fwear it upon you, and all is fett]
ed. If they get your papets and létters, thefe a
the credentials for them to commence theit villaii
ies; in fuch cafes they pretend that the harlot w
rifled you, was an honeft womaun, and a perfon-
credit, and you muft either make fatisfadton; an
compound the bufinefs, or they will expofe yo
firt, and bring their a&ion againft you afterward
In fuch @ircumftances a man is at a lofs how to aé
If he compounds, he lays himfelf open to the
mercy, and renders himfelf 2 bubbleand a propert
for the future. If you conteft it with them, yo
injure your credit, as they will mifreprefent yo
and abufe you in all companies and upon all occal
ons; fo that this abominable unhappy connedio
terminates but with your deftruction, Ta efcap
this embarraffment, you muft cautioufly avoi
petty brothels, and houfes frequented by the low
clafs of whores, bullies, fetters, &c. and fhuns
converfe with fuch kind of men. s
BULLIES.

HESE are lewd bluftering fellows, who havin
rendered themfelves unfit, by a complicatio

of vicious acions, for the fociety of fober ration
perfons, are forced to throw themfelves upon baw
and whores, aud live upon their contributio
Their rendezvous is among bawds and whore:
they eat their bread, and fight their battles; he&
and infult their cullies, gather fometimes the
contribution, and occafionly pimp, betray and fe
If you unhappily fall into converfe with theu
they generally entertain you with the Qi
lation of the murders and rapes they Wave coms
.ed, the battles they lave fought with Yoe of
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: night, the rencounters they have had withia
of bailiffs and their followers, or fome fuch
atic lies and forgeries; If they can palm
tuff upon you for truth, it is much if they
you not into a quarrel, orfome other fcrape,
hen by a bafe ftratagen bring themfelves off,
eave you to fhift for yourfelf. The main
rth of a bully’s valour and’prowefs depends
his infolence, ignorance, and oaths; and if
incé tuffle him effe@ually, fo that he may
ive you kuow both his bufinefs and temper,
Il fawn upon you afterwards like a fpaniel,
'ou may ufe him at yoir pleafure; If you
threateni to chaftife his infolence, he'll tell
péthaps, that he has a battle to anfwer for, -
herefore isat prefént reftrited from fighting,
‘hen that obligation ceafes; woe be to you:
fume none of my countty friends will think
. converfable objeét; who for all his coward-
id ignorance, and though he is fo below the
fér of a man, can betray you intd gaming;
els, into a bawdy-houfe; and into the com-
of rogues; thieves, and whores, as well as
ittieft (harper, or ftouteft fpark of the town,
s are of two degrees : thofe who hover about
:elong to petty brothels, and thofe who live
whores of fathion. The former are made
f to introduce country-men or ftrangers into
lianee with the extortionate demands of the
1 and whores. If, after you have regaled
elf with a filthy ftrumpet, and their poifon-
quor, you call to pay, and finding they have
charged exorbitantly, fcruple their account,
r two of thefe gentlemen will walk in ¢
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toom, and advife your to make.no difturl
there, but punétually pay what you know yo
both called for and received, otherwife they
proceed to compulfive means; if you then
ply not, they will not only force from you
property, but tuinble you out neck and heels
probably do you mucir hurt.

Thofe bullies who live upoun whores of fa
affeét the drefs and airs of men of rank and
turre, and by ftrutting occafionally by the fic
a gay lady, add a confequenece to her and t
felves, and induce the ignorant cully to
that mifs confers her favours on gentlemen :
and that he eannot therefore dreamr of a f
fiom her without an adequate return, whic
proportion to her {plendid appearance, mt
eonfiderable. They alfo frequenily eall in b

ointment, when ‘the lady has a cully with
inorder to trepan him to cards, and by that n
fend hinr away flececed of his money. V:
are the fnares they lay for the ignorant and u
ry, but thofe who are' warned of them in
plain manaer, it is to' be hoped, will be al
detedt, and refolute enough to fhun them.
EID-LAYERS.
N this cheat there are always two or threc
ers congesned ; and it is generally pra&if
night. One gpes on' one fide of the fYreet
other op the other; and if they meet a cou
‘man with 2’ portmanteau, box, or bundle, th
Tow him untii be refts it. One of them then
up to him, and fays, ¥ll - give you a fhilli
carry this letter to that houfe; becaufe I d¢
care to go myfelf, but do not Rays im the s
" #ime they pike off withr the booty. W'
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not on the way, one of them will go up to, Lim
‘and atk him where he is going, and if unacquaint-
ed with the trick, will gain from him certain intel-
ligence. He then informs his partuer, who, be-
ing genteely drefed, goes forward to the houfe,
and- having left his hat with a comrade, comes
from the door juft asthe countryman arrives, and
ries, what maade you ftay fo long? then takes the
things from him, and bids him go over the way
to that houfe or tavern for fome beer, or a bottlg
‘of wine, and fays, bring change for a guinea, or-
*lcannot pay you; while the perfon is gone over,
the things are brufbed, that is, carried off, to the
" great furprife of the bearer. s :
If they fee a countryman with 2 bundle afking
the ‘way, they will accompany him, pretend te
dire@ him, aad camy the bundle or box for him ;
and whilft ene takes the perfoy forward, the qther
gives them the drop, down fome yard or ailev,
taving previpufly agreed where to meet again with
the booty ; o the poor ignoragt man is left in the

kich,
DUFFERS.

HESE fons of rapine geuerallydply in public
. places, and their ufual method of proceeds
ing is as follows: When they {ee a novice or coun-
kyman pafljng, they heckon to himg, and, if he
Ailtens, inform hjny, that they have varioqus foreign
commediti¢s to difpofe of at lefs than balf price,
butas they are yun, privacy is requifite, aud the
muft therefore beg the favour of hitg to flep witﬁ,
him to a plage convenient for the purpofe, If the
cheat fucceeds thus far, the ftragger is condund@ed
drough fome lane, alley, or bye-path, to wn So-.
“wre corner provided for theig defigo, W henne
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is entéred, dnd the Duffer begins to bring
commodities, in comes an accomplice, as p1
ed on the fame errand, and to carry on th
fion, cheapens and pretends to purchafe di
articles, ‘Their cargo chiefly confifts of ha
chiefs; filk and cotton ftockings, remnants
filk, &c.' which being ftolen, picked up i
fair, or elfe bad of the kind, and therefore
at & cheap rate, they impofe frequently
novice - as foreign, and thereby extort fro
treble the value, If fufpeding the cheat
tardy, and by his behaviour indicatésan
linghefs to deal, they begin to bounce an:
to wonder at his impudence in bringing
thus far to the lofs of their .time, and pet
good cuftomer, for nothing. If this prevail
threaten, which generally forces the intin
firanger to deal for fomething; if he féi
change, he feldom fees his mone?r again,
they always lead him to intricate holes and
¢an feldom get him redrefs, "In fhort, if the
trepan an ignorant perfon into their clutche
rare if he cfcapes witheut much coft or vile
Thefe, being defcribed, will be fhunn
turning a deaf ear to their folicitations.
©~ -MOCK-AUCTIONS.
UCTIONS, or Yelling’ goods of any. ki
“% advance to the higheft bidder, ‘are inn g
delufive, and feldom ahfwer thé end of th
chafer, as he frequently obtains his comm
at an exorbitant rate. o
The credulity, vanity, and ambition of
kind promted their inftitution, to fablex
purpofes of thofe who mike 2 trade of x
of others, If .the beft are feldom fice &
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vices, what muft we fay of thofe we are about to
tefcribe? a more palpable delufion prevails not in
London, that feat of fraud. I term them Mock-
Auclions, becanfe they are deceits throughout,
Eheir advertifements fet forth the fale of perfons
that never exifted, and owners that never poffefi
'_od fuch property. Thefe audlioneers are gene~-
rally fellows who have forfworn honour and mo-
defty; and being reduced to a crifis of fortune,
devife this bafe expedient for a living.

Having taken a petty fhop, they bring together
.heir ftack of goods, which, for the inpft pa:t are
faulty : they then employ threc or four infamous

uffers of each fex, Thefe puffers are fuch as
they find neceffary to -promote trade on two ac-
founts, both affeling to purchafe, and thersby
‘Rimulating ftrangers to bid, and alfo by advanc-
ing, prevent many commedodities from going off
under a certain ftipulated fum. .

Preparations thus made, up mounts Mr. Ora-
tor, and’ the cheat begins by putting up part of
his ftock. .
.. He harangues; perhaps, on the excellency of a
ilver watch made by an eminent hand, and put
'P at the fmall rate of only two poundsten il=,
iags, o ..
To carry on the device, and attraét the notice
E paffengers, the watch is handed round the com-
any,-tho confifting of puffers alone ; one bids,
Dother advances; and the bufinefls is carried on
ith great fpirit. . .

When the buftle has brought in a few ltrangers,
Ad they find a novice difpofed to bid, they cau-
Oiﬂy'avoid dallying when a mouth W e Qe -
ark, - ’ .
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* In like manner they proceed in other refpeds,.
and as their consinodities are ever defective in fome
point or other, and they employ the meaneft hire,
kings to delude the ignorant to bid their. utmof
walue, and often much more, they cannot fail of
deceiving all, who, through inexperience, are al-
tured 10 become purchafers at fo fraydulent 2 -
market, ' :
- Many novices and countrymen irave thorght
they have bought bargainsof this rabble; but time
as foon convinced them of a palpable delufion:
If my country friends, in the courfe of a vifit to
London, are difpofed to pyrchafe any commodi
ties it affords; I would advife them to repairto
the fair ttadefman, who fcorus te to awail himfelf
of their inexperience, and wi!l treat them on the
fame terms as the moft fkilful in the articles for
which they deal; they will thun fraud, and enjoy’
a future fatisfadion, in having expended thei®
woney on a valuable acquifition, - - .

WHORES and JILTS,

SO many are the inftances of mifery, confequers’

- on affociating with abandoned women, tha:
few in the kingdom are ignorant that fuch depra-:
v.ty is incident to human nature, and productiv4
of fuch fatal effells; It may thence, perhaps, bee

* deemed needlefs to divert your atténtion frons
shore important fubje@s by enlarging on this-
But when we refleit that notwithftanding the ge—
neral warning, fuch is the impetuofity of youth—
fal paflion, and fuch the chicanries of the vici—
ous, that not only the inexperienced oountrymen,
but mizny who have long refided in town, daily
Qlf victinis to the fame; this fubpd of al\ o\lnen

-
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dzims particular regard, and deferve the mofl
minute and elaborate difeuffion.

To treat of thefe with perfpicuity, it will be.
neceffary to range them into divers claffes, in
doing which I thall invert the common nrethod,
and begin with the Hackney-Strumpet, and then
proceed gradually to the whore of fathion, refer-
ring at the fame time, partieularly to thef¢ who
come under the deromination of jilts. .

By the Hackney Strumpet, I mean the loweft
clafs of whores, whe having been always accuf-
toined to low life, or elfe through extravagance,
the defertion of former charms, or other incidents,
teduced to penury, and therefore ply in the com~
mon ftreets, and endeavour to haul men by force
to their difguftful embraces.

Thefe are 2 miferable compound of whatever
san naufeate and pall, loft te every fenfe of fharre,
and, for the fake of bread, devoted to every flagi-
tious purpofe, that heated luft can poffibly incite.

As their neceflity compels them to proftitute
their earcafes for the fmalleft confideiation, and te
the very reptiles of the earth; tbey are faarcely
ever free from a compilation of all the loathfome
difeafes incident to human nature, and are, in fine,
a mafs hideous even in the conception, and rathes
antidotes than incentives to venery.

The next elafs are thofe who live in petty bro-
thels, and infeft par’ticulaﬂ{ the Strand, Fleet-
fireer, Ludgate-hill,-&c. Thefe arc little better .
than the foriser, and differ chiefly in drefs, be-
ing arrayed in the paltry babit of the infamous
bawd, whofe flaves they are, and by whom they
are generally attended, leR, a3 they tetm it ey
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thould pipe off with the dudds, or carry the ¢l
ly, from their {hop of iniqaity. ) )

As the former, they, for the benefit of ay in
famous hoft or lioflefs, fubnrit to all that ¢an d¥f
grace their fex; or thock a2 modeft éar; as well 2
poifon their health by gorging themfelves with
peftiferous liquors. . coe

When they allure a perfon to their baneful ref
dence, they endeavour; by plying him with the
very dregs of drink, to deprive hin of reafon, in
order to perpetrate their fraudulént defigns.

This done, he is wrought from oneé degree of
paflion to another, till he becomes a paffive dupe
to his doxy, who takes care to avail herfelf of thé
opportunity, by making as’ profitable a cully of
-him as poffible. . .

Thus he lofes his money, injures his health by
drinking the moft pernieivus liquors, and mal
think himfelf lucky, if he efcapes naufeous di
tempers. -

The next clafs we {hall mention are thofé who
refide, as they term it, in private lodgings, but
in reality, only a genteeler fort of bawdy-houfes:
Among thole we include thofe bagnio ladies, whe
alfo wear the bawd's apparel: but as the bawd:s
are of fuperior rank to the former, fo ave the
whores in point of appearance and company. |

Thefe rank of doxies frequent the park, the
play, jelly houfes, W—th—by’s, &c. allof which
. we fhall fpeak hereafier. ‘They are moftly in-
debted for their tawdry habit to 2 woman who fur«
nifh ladies with fuits according to their value, at
fo much per fuit per day, alfo with occafional
watches and trinkets. o

Thefe are deyoured by landlords, fervante, ot
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Favourite fellows, who hating induftry, and loft to
mh fenfe of honour, meanly live upon the contri.
bation of uafdrtunate women. )

In reality, they are as miferable as the former,
and obliged often to fubmit to as odious means of
Procuring money. ' ‘

if <they can feduee a ftranger, they infinuate to
him their fuperiority to the.common clafs of wo-
shen of the town, the expence of their lodging,
und genteel appearance, and thence, infer their
title 1o a2 much more confiderable gratuity for 2
favour done him. :

If you aflociate with thefe through the alure.
ment of a filk gown, you will be more liable-to
expences, and cqually to difeafes with the former.

‘The whore of fathion is gencrally the refufe of
4 man of rask or fortune, who being left in toler-
able plight as to the cloaths and money, fupports
an appearance of grandeur, refides in a gay part
of the town, ‘and referves herfelf, for thofe alone.
who are capable of amply retaliating her favours,
- 8he has gencrally a .train of followers, is a
mighty toalt amongit the red coat geatry, her con«

¢ is therefore claimed, as an inftance of talte
snd: good breeding. ° ‘

Her foares are more bewithing than any of the
fermer, as her embraces are certainly more cligi-
dle, and confequently create a ftrong defire of
‘¢peating them. -

As the fmalleft of her favours is not difpenfed
vithout a confiderable acknowledgment, to keep
1p ber acquaintance, in'a fhort cousfe of which,
o many incidental expences will occur, as require .
o' ample fortune. -

. v * -7
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Many country gentlemen owe their tuin ¢
tnfortunate covneétion with thefe firft rate whe
who having difmembered their cftates, and
paired their conftitutions, have only to lament
tefidue of their lives, their want of konowledg
clude the art, or refolarion to avoid the temp
on of thele banes of their future peace of mii

The JILT, thoagh a little more private
defigning, is as lewd and diffelute; and more ¢
gerous than cither. of th=: former. They woul
counted, forfooth wirtuous and religious whe
who defpife.common creatures, and aftcét tob
at a fmutry joke. _

By a demure look and oily tongue, they w
upon the credulous, who, if they obtain the fu
cft favour, rate it as an extraordinary conquel

If they vouchfafe to” become your occafi
bedtellow; they muft have a handiome fettlen
clegant lodgings, plate, china, and all things
able to a woman of rank. On thefe confide
ons fhe will ke faithful to you, or at leaft pro
fo to be; but her fidelity will laft no longer
you can or will maintain her in her extravaga
with wbich the obligation on her part will be
to fail. She can pray, cant, fhed crocodile t
fham a fit as a token of her affe@ion for you,
in your abfence will ridicule you to her fav
man, as a foolith, or impotent fellow, and a
him that as foon as fhe can perfuade you o
the fettlement, and the new furniture, fhe wi
front and :hen leave you.

Sometimes fhe will pretend to pregnancy,
thien natural affetion muft induce you to car
your little one, and allow the mother neced

for a lying-in woman. ’
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She will remind you that Lord A ’s, Sir

John B ’s and colonel D——"s Miflus lay.
. 1, with as much ftate as the beft lady in the king-
dom; nay Mr. F—, that. is but an ordinary ciii.
. zen, prefented bis miftrefs with a new bed, and
. the furniture of a room, which coft him near two
i hundred pounds. After this parade, the will in-
fiouate, that her merit being equal to that of the
¢ beft, fhe has a right to demand the fame uluge,
and therefore will treat any paliry offers witn the
contempt they deferve. Nay, the will carry her
«ffrontery fo far, as to tell you, that as cafes itund
} beween you and her, you ought to cut off the
4 <ntail of your eftate, and fettle a good part of it
upon her for life, and érom her to devolve upon
the child.

The tricks and devices of a jilt are number-
lh, and can ouly be paralelled by their ingrati-
tude and inbumanity. Nothihg can be more per-
fidious than thefe creatures, who after a profufion
+of favours, on the leaft remiflnefs, will grow rude
ad infolent, laugh at, revile, and fcorn you, and
you will become no lefs their buffoon now, than
4 you had been their bubble before.
‘s ' -To fom up her chura@ter, we may, with truth
‘8 aflere, that in a jilt are comprehended all the vices,
‘¥ follies; ‘and impertivences of the whole fex.
_Having thus gone through a biicf, but we hepe
piurefque difplay.of thofe chaiatars. which, from
- the nature of their frau. ulent purfuire, are more
- dmmediately injurious to the male past ot our coun-
try friends, we proceed to thofe. which will require
U to' give a caution to both, and paiticolatly the
A we thall mention,
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B A WD S

THE BAWD is a creature infamous and def
tive beyond delcription, a wretch, who b

loft to all fenfe of modefty and humanity, is ¢
ble of any a&ion bafe and injurious as it ma
- to fociety, to leave her .own infamous purp
Thefe ladies generally keep feraglios of their ¢

the entrances to which are conftantly graced
threc or four painted barlots, that are read
. feize the unwary who pafs by them. 1f they
any ways trepan the inexpericnced into their «
as they term it, (and rather than fail, they
haul you in) you muft then call for your bottl
bowl, after which a fmutty toaft is given to
quaiet. you with the nature of their occupa
Soon after, in comes the governefs in a preter
rage, that the gentleman is not fhewn into a
ter roam, and fnatching up the candle, defires

to follow, and fhe’ll light yon up herfelf.

‘When they have got you up ftairs, they
clude you are fixt : five or fix of her ehoice whe
therefore, are let loofe to play upon you at t
difcretion. If by any lewd difcourfe or behavi
they cau entice you.into debauchery, the :
thing is, which of the ladies you pitch upon,
the terms. There’s Mifs Jeony i3 but juft ¢
out of the country, and there being little di
ence between her and a2 maidenhead, her ft:
, terms are.ten fhillings, befides a crown for the
of the room. Mifs Fanny, a good clean girl,
as barmlefs as a lamb, may be allowed at 1l
half crowns, a rate fhe never went under, 1|
Betfy, Mifs Naucy, and fweet Mifs Sukey, are
three found and a&ive gitls; but becanfe trad



(%)

is dead and money is fcarce, and you look a civil
gentleman, and the bawd would encourage you to
come-again, they fhall either of them divert you
for a crown, allowing another for the room, as
ufual. _

With this edifying language, the old miftrefs of
iniquity entertains her gucits, whilit ber ravegous
nymphs are devouring his fubftance in a beaitly
maoner, and larding their difcourfe with horrid
oaths and blafphemies. ) :
. From this defcription my country reader muft be:
fenfible, that fuch wretches are more to be avoid-
ed than 2 peft-houfe, being in cvery refpedt aa
contagious. .

- A PROCURESS.
AS thefe monfters in iniquity are more particu.
larly the bane of the fair-fex, I fhall, for the

fake of the honeft country girl, whofe lot it may
be to come up to town, prefent an account of a .
;xotorious one as verbally related to me by way of

¢ Dear Coufin, )

- OUR pious aunt has frequently warned us of
the dangers to which we muft be inevitable expofed
in this vown, I have been convinced of the truth
of her reprefeatation, by an accident which threat.
ened my utter ruin, and from which [ efcaped in’
an exttaordinary manmer; the circumftance was
as follows :

Returning from a vifit to a relation, | was
- overtaken in Cheap-fide by an elderly woman of .
¢reditable appearance, who having accofted me in
. .8 civil manaeer, afked, if 1 did not come o Wwwn,
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to feek fome genteel place. “Upon my replyi
that | di, fhe informed me of a vacancy, whic
fhe was cerrain would prove agreeable, and |
which, as fhe liked my appearance, fthe wou
recommend me, ‘
I exprefled my ackoowledgment, took dired
ons, and immediately inquired for a certain Jac
near Soho. When 1 entered the houfe, I w:
thewn into an clegant parlour, where I had m
long fat, before the gentlewomaa came in, |
whom having prefented my recommendation, ft
feemed well pleafed, and ordered a fervant |
bring in a bowl of warm liquor, called negu
confiiling of wine, water, orange, &c. which ft
faid, was for fome friends fhe expected thortly
but as I was warm with walking, dciired me 1
drink fowme of it, .telling me it was an innocen
pleafant liquor, and that the always ufed her wai
1og maids as herfelf. Pleafed with her condelces
fion, and being warm and thirfty, I drank preu
frecly. She then made me fit down by her, affu
ing mc of her averfion to pride; aund that whe
. the had no company, fhe would always treat me i
tike manner, if T behaved well. She then iaquire
<on:eTning wages, and was fatisfied with my fir
propofal,  Affairs thus fettled, I rofe up to iak
my leave, telling her [ would wait on her any da
th~ enfuing weck, and bring my cloaths with m
TJpon this I was not a little furprifed to find he
anfift on my ftaying that night, as her own mai
was gone away, and fhe had inyited feveral ladic
o fpend the evening with her. Mindful of m
aunt’s advice, 1 peremptorily refuled, and coul
fcr(.'cive dipleaiure in her countenince, whea (b
faund me reflolved. She aguin plied me witn o
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which began to turn my head, and diforder my
flomach. I entreated once more to depirt. on
promife of returning immediatcly, which caufed
. my new miltrefs with fullen voice to declare, I
! fhould on no account ftir out of the houfe; and
laving the room in a pet, took the key, in my
bearing out of the door. This circumftance greatly
§ alarmed me, and in the mean time a beautiful girl
I etered the parlour, clegantly drefled, and every
] wmygenteel. Having gazed on me for fome time
¥ with folemn aftonifbment, fhe rofc from the chair,
i} bolted the door, and breaking into a flood of tears,
§ thus exprefled herfelf :
: * Dear young woman,
I cannot make you fenfible of the pain I feel
" o0 your account; and from a defire to ferve you,
I rn the hazard of involving myfelf in greater
mifery, if it be poffible, than I have yet experi.
caced. But my heart will not fuffer me to draw
others into the fame fnare with myfelf. You are
ow in a notorious 'brothel ! and if you efcape not
i a few hours, you are inevitably ruined!...1 was
once as innocent as now you feem to be; my vir-
tue was unfpotted, and my mind as uncorropted,
when I firft entered thefe accurfed doors, whither
Twas fent on an errand for the fame caufe that
brought you to them I was by force detaieed all
Bight, as you are defigned to be, robbed of my
virtue, and fearing the difpleafure of my frierds,
for flaying without their knowledge, as well as
being in the utmoft confufion how to proceed, I
&h Was obliged to repeat my guilt, and had hardly

lime to reflet on its fatal confcquences. My liber-
. 9 limplored in vain, and my grief ferved tor e
“"®%el fporr of all around me. lndecd, | havebesn
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fo long confined, that T am afhamed to app
among my friends and acquaintance. In this dre
ful fituation [ have been perplexed with difguf
importurities every day from different men. T
in fhameiul round of guilt and horror have I |
gered out ten months, fubjet to inconceiya
miferies. The fame fate awaits you; howev
as my wretchednefs will fcarce admit of additic
I will afit you in what I can, and not, as the

famous procurefs, eoatribute to make you

unhappy as myfelf. )

You may imagine the horror with which this{
relation ftruck me; 1 was dumb for fome tin
trembling every joint: but, recovering -a litt
I thanked' the unhappy fair, and carneftly crav
the profered affitance. The lucky moment fo
arrived, when a gentleman coming to the dox
fhe ftepped up herfelf for the key, which the u
fufpe&ting procurefs gave her ; I took the opport
nity to run owt of the houfe in fuch a burry, th
1 left my cloak and bonnet behind me. '

I am aflured you rejoice with me for my deliwe
ance; and defire you would take an opportuni
of making it public, that others warned by ¢
unheppy fate of the injured innocent, may gua
agamft the wiles of our own fex, as well a8 the

the other. ‘

1 am your’s, affe@tionately,

’ M. D.
The chief places of refort for thefe vileft
their f¢x, are the play-honfes, fome coffec-houf
and public places. They aflume various form
and arc’ capable of a&ting divers parts. -Gom
times they have the molt dehicate women tm X

.. world for you, at other times 3 fine young, «

te
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ture of about fourteen, a perfe pattern of inno.
cence and modefty, and a pure virgin; befides the
has one that fings like an angel, another that
dances to a miracle, a third that has an income.
parable fhape and mien, and a fourth that is an
ablolute wir, and the only diverting companion of
ber whole fex.

In thort, the has them, or at leaft pretends fhe
has them, of all forts and prices, from a guinea
.tofive, and from five to a hundred; but let me
aflure you, that if you deal with her for any, you
have better luck than moft men, if it does not

. prove a dear bargain on the making up of your

account.

It is wnaccountable to think, when they hear
of a fine woman, what {trange contrivances and
devices, what proje&s and defigns they lay to get
itto her company, and corrupt her. The delud-
g and ruining both men and women, is their
whole bufinefs and occupation, nay, not only their

- own, but the employ of feveral agents and fa&ors.
Thefe are a fort of mercenary wretches, who haunt
the town to try what game of either fex they can

d; and if they chance to make their fet upon a
tountry gentleman or ftranger, they will never for.
fike the haunt, till the miftrefs find fome means or
other to entangle them. Couatry girls, to avoid
their {nares, muft turn a deaf car to any who may
accoft them ia the ftreet, or any place whatever.
They fhould likewifc be particularly careful to
whom and where they apply for places of fervi-
tude, recommendation, &c. as likewife into the

* thara&ers of thofe to whom they are recommended.
-F

WAGGON
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WAGGON HUNTERS

HE infamous device contained in this title it

pra&tifed by both fexes, in various mannen;
and from -different motives. There are alwaysz
number of defpicable Hirelings, in the fervice of
bawds and procurefles, who artend at inng, to ob-
ferve the number and ftate of the paflengers, im-
mediately on their arrival in the country waggons.
IF they fix on a perfon, efpecially of the temale
ftx, whom they think fit for their bafe purpofes;
they make it their bufinefs to watch her motions;
and if they find ber difpofed to tarry at the inn,
infinuate themfelves into converfe with her, and if
poflible gain fome intelligence relating to her future
proceedings.

If they fucceed in the firft point, it furnifhes §

them with an opportunity of contraing an ac.
gmaintance with the poor country girl, and next

of offcring their fervice to get her employ. The {2

fraud is generally carried on by women, who are
capable of all the arts of infinuation, as well as
perpetrating tlie bafclt defigns under a mafk of
the moft difinterefted friendthip. They will warn:
the unfufpc&ing innocent of the dangers to which:
they are expofed in a ftrange town, and offer their
counfel and direttion fiom a pretended motive of
good will, : - '

If their hypocrify prevails, and their proffered’ |

fervice is accepted, then they recommend the poor
girl to fome infamous patronefs of iniquity, and:
proftitution and mifery too frequently enfue,

I remember an inftance of an unhappy fair, who

Joft her virtue, and commenced’ lier deftru&ions -

the very day of her arrival in the enfnaring, wwn.,




{ 43 )

‘She had hardly alighted, whea fhe was accofted
by one of thefe feducers, under a pretence of
having feen her before in the country. The gi?l
exprefled her furprize, but the fole abettor of for-
nication perfifted in claiming a knowledge of her,
and infited on her taking a lodging and a bit of
matton with her, till the could provide herfelf
agrecably to her own mind. The girl f#l expref-
fes much wonder at her, but being at dength
wrought on by importunity, enforced by fome cro-
codile tears, which fhe called forth as a teftimony
of her fincerity, accepted the kind offer, and de-
parted from the inn, under the guidance of :this
peraicious conduétrefs. : .

As they were pafling together through the
(treets, by her vile hypocrify, fhe infinuated her»
felf into the confidence of the girl, who, relying
on her friendihip, cheerfully followed her, tilt
they arrived at the deltru&ive habitation, in an
alley adjoining to Buw.lane. On their entrance
the informed two young women, whom fhe had
kept in bondage fome time, of the extraordinary
circumftance of her meeting with her country
friend, and of the plcalure fhe had in being able
to entertain her tiil (he could change her refidence,
in a manner fuitable to her defigh of coming to
town.

Through fear of incurring the difpleafore of
the old caterpillar, the deceit is carried on, till the
approach of night, when a grave citizen enters in
confequence of notice fent him by the’bawd, who
then informs the girl, that the has procured hera
wealthy hufband, that the nuptials fha!l be fhortly
sonfummated, fo that the fame bed may hold them
soth that ighi, T
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The aftonithment of the deluded fair on
occafion, is inconceivable; the fell on her ki
let fall a flood of tears, and in the moft mo
accents, begged the liberty to depart.

"The hardened mifcreant, unaffelted by
fcene of woe, plainly told her, that all refift:
was vain; for that though fhe contradi&ed her
intereft, it was the duty-of a friend, who k
what courfe would beft tend thereunto, to con
her to profecute the fame.

She then repeated her importunity to dej
which being again denied, fhe befged that
affair might be poftponed ; but all proved :
vailable. fhe was forced into the embraces of
Jafcivious fpoiler of her virtue, but happily.
not long furvive its fatal lofs.

There is a feries of male Waggon:hunt
whofe motives are purely to gratify their libidic
defires. ' : .

Thefe are generally debilitated fellows, w
tired of the proftitutes of the town, are fon
a freth counuy girl, from whom they haveno:
fon to expe& ipjury; but much to apprehend
moft heightened degree of pleafure.

They walk feveral miles out of London, 1
rowly obferving the paflfengers of every wag;
they meet or overtake. If they fee a girl t
attralls their fancy, they fce the driver, mo
and feat themfelves by the obje& of their del
They then ufe cvery deluding art they are ma
of, and fometimes prevail, to the ruin of the
experienced, unfufpc@ing creatures, who ad
them to a liberty, which they have reafon to yep
the remainder of their lives.
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INTELLIGENCE OFFICE.

RE is not a more palpable fraud impofed
on the town, than that praifed by mott of
ccs.
y are geaerally carried on by perfons wholly
te, or thofe of ruined fortunes and cha.
» whofe only recommendation is a toler- .
»at, a powdered wig, and a confummate
ry. : o
ir windows are always filled with ficttitious - .
in order to make a parade of .bufinefs to
1 the unwary for intclligence.
your entrance the book is opened, your
nferted, your fhilling paid, and you become
idate for a place of corfiderable profit ac-
| to your capacity ; or, if a mafter, ftand
to a good fervant. If you are defirous of
money on an eftate, or any kind of goods,
ill help you to a coger, whe fhall advance
dy at a trifling intereft and moderate pre-

In fhort, they will affilt you io the difpofal
incumbrance of eftate or effe&s, in the.
nteel and expeditious manner. '
* live by bubbling mafters and fervants,.
ing to do that for you which they never de-

and promifing that, which they are certain
2-never cf:&.  Country people, for want

aintance in town, have often been made a.

theie voracious animals, -after dancing ate.
: on them every day for feveral months to-

making a thoufand applications in vain,

1g fooled out of fome pounds. = . - .
wfe offices are attended with more deftruc.

Us. They bave often been the maxkess ok
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the Pimp, Bawd, and Procurefs, who have fe

forted to them, to fee what goods came in, and §
hear where a preity country girl was to be found, Jt
by means of the Regifter. 1t might with eafe be J
proved, that fome of thefe gentry have been i
fee with rthe pimping profeflion, and that manyis- }.
nocent girls owe their ruin to their combined fraud,

Country people of neither fex can with reafon
propofe to themf:lves any advantaye from applying |
to thofe oflices, where they are liable, if conneé-
ed with them, to be bubbled, cajoled, andtre.
pauned. B

FORTUNE.TELLERS.

THESE gentry, by dint of aftrology, impionfy

pretend to prefcience or knowledge of future
events. With refpe@ 1o aftronomical prediétions,
we have had abundant proofs of their yerifica-
tion; but every fober thinking man muft be con
vinced of the abfurdity, as well as prefumption of
a fhortfighted mortal’s claiming a certain koow.’
ledge of what thall befal any individual, jn the
courfe of a tranfitory and uncertain life.

Such is the credulity of mankind in genenl,
that many live in this as well asin other countrics,
by abfurdly amufing the curiofiy of ignorant
men and filly women. . .

In the country, the mylterious art is profefled
and pradtifed by gipfies, and many have daily re-
courfe to their all-exploring faculty.

In town, the fuprifing myitery is arrogated by
a few noted profeffors, whofe houfes are as much
«<rouded on particular ,occafions as a courtier’s og
a levee day.

Thither repair a croud of defponding waing,
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fo be affured concerning the affe&tions of their
“Bweet-hearts; thither flock a train of youthful

wirgins to learn their future deftiny ; thither flies
-the lofer to recover darling property, and thither

the fond mother to know the fituation of an abs

fent child.

In fhort, to thefe repofitories of fate daily re-
pair the eredulous, the inquifitive, the defpond.
“ng, and the doubtful. . .

. On their entrance, they are fhewn into a roo
fet apart for the reception of the cuftomers, as
but enc at a time can be admitted into the SanGum
Sanctorum, where fits this prodigy of fcience.
"When you are admitted to an interview, you firft
eompliment him with a prefent; which, if you
defire minute information, muft be in proportion
to the importance of the event, and your arxiet
concerning it. With folemn afpef he demands
the fubje&, and matter of your enquiry; whic htold
‘him, he paufes fome time, then: afks you many
circamftanftial queftions, and after another paufe,
zeveals the important fecret, and difmiffes the cre-
dulous_coquirer, with the air of a’ moft profound
philofopher.

The minds of thefe perfons are, doubtlefs, at-
fe&ted according to the predictions of Mr: Infalli.
ble; which mauft certainly have am influence om .
their futare condu@. Many have been fo elated
by affurance of future fuccefs, that, ‘grown indo-
Fent in their ftations of life, they have loft the
very means of living. - ‘

Others, deprefled by ill-fated predictions, have
funk into defpair, and negle@ed the common cov
ecros of their rank and flation.
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As a proof of human credulity, I fhall pref;
reader with a fingular inftance of dexterit)
tifed with as fingular fuccefs in the black arnt

A young gentleman falling in love wi
daughter of a wealthy merchant, but beit
prived of the confummation of it, throug
-ditagreement of their refpeive parents, w
his travels, and among other places went to
burgh, where he happened to be m the col
of a gentleman, who fpeaking of his bro
London, faid he was lately married to the '«
ter of Mr. A. , a merchant ip that cit

The" gentleman hearing a name ment
which was the fame with that of his forme
trefs’s tather, enquired where the perfon wi
lately married lived, and being certified
name and place of abode, failed for Eogla:
firlt opportunity. On his arrival in Londc
went to the houfc according tq the dire&ions
him ar Hamburgh, and enquiring for the §
man, found that he was io the country, and
. bot return that night, He then enquired fi
lady (whom he well knew, tho’ fhe remen
not him, being much altered by the cutting
hair, and marks of the fmall pox) and prete
to have letters of recommendation from be
band’s brother at Hamburgh, defired to t
gertained as a fervant. The lady replied, th:
hufband. being abfent, fhe could not give |
. decifive anfwer, but as he had a letter fro
brothet-in.liw, he fhould be welcome toan
Jodging in the houfe. :

He embraced her offer with much ap;
- cheerfulnefs, and immediately entered e
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be lddy pretended indifpofition, was for going
. bed, in order to hurry him away fupperlefs,
hich ke obferving, defired a litde beer. When
1c maid was gone to fetch it, he had leifure to
ok abour, and efpied, amongft other things, a
oth laid in an ample manner, as if for fome ban-
tet, from whence concluding that this prepara.
on could not be for the next day, but that fome
:rfon was ‘to come in her hufband’s abfence to. -
wtake of the dainties; he dctermined to watch
eir motions, Now it proved according ra_ his-
rmife, this entertainment being provided for the
gale of a gallant who had madc an affignation for
at might, ‘
He acgprdingly came at the appointed hour, and
as received with marks of the ‘moft end aring
fpe@. This caufed the firft lover to regtet his
ad fate; neverthelefs, he refolved to know the
tent of the affair. , ¢ |

They had no fooner fat down to their regale,
an a koocking was-heard at the door, and the
aid difcovered it to be her mafter, This poc themi
to fuch a coniternation, that had fhie not been a
oman of ready invention and cxtraordinary pre-
nce of ‘mind, they muft have been detefted ; but
rufting her fpark, the provifion, tables, bottles,
ud all into an adjoining clofet, fhe betook herfelf
“her couch with her prayer book in her hand.
Her hufband entering, thought himfclf happy
a wife who was conftantly at her prayers, and
Id her, after fome little dilcourfe, that he was
ing to Gravefend, to give orders about the lad.
3 of a fhip, but had heard that the had fallen
wn to the Nore, and_céming off the watex, S
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o2 hangry aml maft have fomething to fuppet,
His virtuous wife told him, that he being abroad, -
fhe had prepared nothing.

The ftranger now took an epportunity to thew
Nimfclf, and being demanded by the mafter who
he was, the lady informed him, that he was one
who had letters of reccommendation to be a fervast
from her brother-in-law at Hamburgh, TFhe oid
Don then afked him his qualifications, '

I have (replied the other) béen bred a fcholar,
. avd taken fome degrees at the wniverfity; [cm

write a good haad, and underftand accounts welh
Befides which, during my refidence at Oxford, 1
fpent fome time i the ftudy of magic, or the black
art, fot which I. was expelled. 1 can..perforn
fomething wonderfal, yet without danger; I can
difcovér “private enemies, reveal robberies; help
Fight owners to goods ftolen or loft, and to fhips
becalmed procure a wind, that fhall bring them to-
their defired port. I with then, faid the old gen.
fleman, you could procure me a fapper to-hight;
for my appetite is very keen. With this wifh he
promifed to comply, and the lady, fearing the dit
covery of the intrigae, oppofed it violently, tit
the Sham-conjurer, affared Rer by a private fige,
that he would preferve her honour ioviolate, fhe
eonfented, upon condition, that fhe fliould have
nothing to terrify her,

Our magician then began his incantation, Mev
phorbus ! Mephorbus! Mephorbus! thrice have |
invoked ‘thee my familiar, be thou now afliftent’
to my defires, fupply whatever a hungry appetite
feqiires. B

Afier makiog the twelve figos on the Todine,
and muttering, fome uninteligable Rrgomy ©
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paunfed, and ftaod as if liftening to an invifible
fpcaker; then told him that they might fall to and
eat heartily of the meat that was provided for them,
which ftood upon the table rcady furnitbed in fuch
a clofet. When the mafter of the houfe had ap.
peafed his hunger, he defired to be informed, by
what means all this provifion was breught into the
clofer, as he heard no noife. 8ir, fays the con-
juror, *twas done by a familiar that I have come
mand of, and you fhall fee him if you pleafe. By
all means, fays the other, that { may thank him,
for I would, according to the old prowesb, Giwg
he Devil his due ; upon which the ftranger renewed -
his invocatious, thus Mepborbus 7 that lutkeft here,
put on human thape, appear vifible to qur eycs, -
and come forth in the likenefs of a fine well dref,
fed gentleman, fuch as may pleafe this lady, ;
Upen this the young gallant came farth, and the -
doar being opened for bim, he paffed through the
room, makiong a'bow, and went iato the ftreet.. .
Thus the pretended conjuror came off with
Applaufe on all fides. The malter of the boufe
s obliged to him for procuring an elegant repat
2t a time he wanted it; the lady for getting rid of
her gallant, and the gallant for fuch a favourable
rtunity of efcaping from her bufhand. :
Whether this relation be true or fabulous, it s
as wgll amthenticated, as the prefent facylty, to
which our modern fortune-tcllers pretend, not-
withftanding, through the credulity and folly of
mankind, fuch jnfamous cheats are protetted and
engouraged. ' o _
As'a further dete&ion of thefe vile impafters,
1 &sil cite a particular inftance, WHertin WKW M
wdjty appesrs moft glasing,
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There now lives in this town a famous wile
man, who is a great pretender to the art of for:
tune telling, and has acquired fuch reputation:
among the lower clafs of people, that he has for-
ty or fifty fools ta attend hi every morning;
fome women to know when they fhall be married;
fome married women, whofe hufbands are at fea;
or in foreign plantations, to know if he “can give
them any tidings concerning their ft:te and circur-
ftances ; fome perfons to know whether they (hall
be profperous in their marriage, voyage, or buf-
nefs in hand, and others about ftolen goods and.
the like. An ingenious married lady having heard
much of Mr. Telliruth’s name, refolved to be e
termined whether his pretenfions were well found:
ed, or his followers were fools. She accordingly
applied to thte oracle, and on her approach’ to th¢
chair of infallibility, told him, in a fubmiffve
manner, that fhe defired to be informed when pro-
vidence would blefs her with a huftband: Having
examined her phyfiognomy, the prophet told her,
the man was yet unknown to her, who,would cer.
tainly marry her within a few weeks, by whom fh
fhould have threc children, then bury bhim anl
marry a fecond time foon after, very much to he
advanrage and fatisfaltion, and fhould live happ
with him to a great age. ' )

The 1ady then remonftrating with the impofto
on his fallacy, and declaring that the had had
hufband nine years, he defired to fee her han
once moré; upon a review of which he cried,
was miftaken, for I now find thou haft a hufbanc
but he is fach a very fmall one, ‘that I can wit
much difficulty difcern his fignification in ¢y fals

Happening to guefs right in this patticular,
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!ady burft into laughter, and bcmg well pleafed
‘with the cunning "o the cheat, went away con-
firmed in her opinion, that there was nothing in
his pretended fkill, but mere guefs and fublety.
A country gcmlcman, ftrangely infatuated with
" an opinion of aftrology, -had recourfe to this fa-
mous planet juggler, and refolved to venture fome -
money in the lottery, ‘gave him a guinea to aﬂign
‘him a lucky hour for that purpofe.
" After the impoftor had jumbled tc ether a par-
cel of figures to amaze th- queréft, he fixed ona .
_-certain’ ‘time, wherein he “fhould be fottanate. .
The’ gentlemao; purfuant to the Rar-groper’s di:
- reftions, bought "a ticket, which coming up an
hundred potnds, he prefented the old fox with
ten’ guineas, and defired he would mention another
~day\m which again be might be fortunate.
‘The bait was' greedily fwallowed, and the day'
ﬁxcd, on which the gentleman purcbafcd ten tick-
ets, biit to his mortification, they all came up
blanks arid his only recousfe.was, to go back and’
curfc the philofopher, and his mifguiding ftars.
“Theére lived a. few years ago in' the. county of
Surry, a famous aftrologer, who1 to deceive peo-
~ ple, had feveral bells placed in a ftudy above ftairs,
~ the ropes of which hung down a wall of a dark
fteir-cafe ; one fignifying loft fheep, dnother clothes
ftolen oﬁ' the hedge, another ftray’d or ftolen
horfes, which werethe chiéf things abgut whlch
the country people repaired to him: ‘
A butcher havieg loft fome theep, went to the
aftrologer’s houfe, and having acquainted the fer-
'vant with the nature of his bufinefs, the fheep-bell
was tinkled, upon which the doSor cawe dwwu,
pur on bxs fur cap, “and. cons\nmg COUTNLTRABCRS
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He immediately addreffed himfelf to the bute'
cher with How new Iriend, I'll warrant you have
loft fome {heep, and you want me (o give you
tidings of them, Yes, noble do&or, fays the |
man. Come, fays the doctor, walk into my par-
lour, and I will give you fatisfa@ion, The but-".
cher followed, and happened to have a dog with {
him, which crept ynobferved under one of the -
chairs; the fervant, according to cuftom, had
dreffed himfelf up in a bull’s hide, waiting for his.
fummons to appear. This given he made his ap-
pearance, and the dog being of the true breed,
feized the do&or's affiftant, and made him roar out
like the beaft he reprefented. The conjuror ina
great paffion, cried out, take off your dog, you
rogue, take off your dog. The butcher having
difcovered the cheat, replied, Not I, by my troth,
do®or, I know he’s as good as ever run, let them
fight fair, docor, if you'll venture your devil, I'f -
venture my dog. The dodor at length was glad

to pay the man for his fheep, to prevent 2 fyrther
difcovery of Lis notorious frauds. ’

In fhort, a train of mifadventures have attend-
ed this diabolical cheat, and many live to rue theix
credulous regard to it. ‘

I would therefore particularly admonith my
country friends, to contemn fuch arrogant pre-
tenders to an attribute of the deity; to banith all
idle and groundlefs fuggeftions, and profecuting
the paths of hpnour and virtue, leave other con-
cerns to an unerring providence. - °

PRETENDED-FRIENDS.

EFORE I lay gpen to my country readers the

fraud which often lies hid, in feigned pretens-

fLioos to friendfhip, it will be neceffary t© defexioe
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suwé general properties of a knave or falfe friend,
aat they may be upon their guird, and avoid their
vileful infinuations: - °* .
Though fome are of opinion that a knave may
ie known by his looks, and that the countenance
1 an index to the mind ; there are hypocritcs, who
mve art enough to rianage their very faces, fo as
o indicate the firicteft bonetty, or profound ftu-
vdity, A knave I would diftinguith from a falfe
tiend, by obferving, that thofe he wrongs are not
uch as he profefles a friendfhip for; but he prac-
ifes upon all whom chance throws in his- way ;
thereas a treacherous friend, after the moft folemn
woteftations, and ftrongeft obligations, breaks ™
Lrough every bond, and evidently difcovers a- -
want of corfcience, honour, and common honefty ;
® as much exceedsa knave in the attrocioufnefs
o his condu@, as perjury and treachery are more
injurious thafi a common cheat. Meer pretenfions
to friendthip are a combination of fraud and deceit
of every kind, as well as the produce of the mean-
ek cowardice ; for; as by their difguife they obvi-
e the fufpicion of the open-hearted generous
#an, they frequently fab him in the dark, with
1efpe@ to charadier or property. .

n fhort, in point of {tri¢t morality, they difler
mot-from the murderer, for tliough they evade the
Jiter of the law, they are guilty of violating every
facred tie, that can conned the intereft of man-
kind, or promote focial happinefs.

Various are the methods which thefe pretenders
purfce to infinuate themfelves with the ignorant,
o the genezous. ' o
' "They ‘have generally a confummate effrontery,
nhan affefation of medelty, and-can afuwee
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variety of looks to fubferve different purpol

They ofteu feign an exceflive vegard for the .

tereft of another, who no fooner follows their

rection, than fatal experience convinces him
his own credulity, and the perfidy of a pretend

fl'iend. ’ o .

In the former eourfe of my life, being una
quainted with the treachery of mankind, 1 liften
to the fmooth addrefs, warm proteftations, ar
fanguine counfel of ene of this flamp, -and b
coming remarkably intimate with him,. made hi
acquainted with the particulars of. my circun

. fances, referred to his opinion in all cafes of in
» portance, and at length entered into the clofe
conne®ion with him. As an indolent difpofitio
induced him to prey upon the unwary, my litl
property was foon exhaufted, and my prelende
friend not only treated me wiih the vileft abuft
but +ad well nigh entangled. me in a labyrintt
out of which I could never have extricated myfel

. SWINDLERS.
+ VICE like fafhion is for ever fluctuating in it
modes, a ftale villainy becomes obfolete, aiu
is fupplied by fome enormity of a more moden
date; it is therefore neceflary for the informatio
of the public, and to caution the unwary, to trac
it through its varieties, and expofe every attroci
ous inventjon in its proper colours, as its bein
new may make it fuccefsful, its being expofed mal

revent the mifchief. - .

" Swindfing and the Mace are the neweft mothod
of deceiving, and defrauding the incautious, an
in their various forms the moft reigning mode ¢
modérn knavery : to praiife thefe ants it is nece

Liry to create the tham appeatance of Weing pi®

[ 3
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f fubftance, in order to become mafters of the
&ua! property of the negligent, ignorant, or un-
vary trade(man. :

-There are ifually a number of Swindlers con-
ne@ed together; they hire a genteel houfe; one
appears as mafter, others as clerks; and fome as
menial fervants. They order all kinds of goods,
gaining credit from their apparent opulence, and
ds foon as they are delivered, fell thent for ready
money at perhaps 50 per cent. under prime coft,
to fome tradefmen who are mean enough 10 en-
courage fuch wretches. An old provetb fays, with-
vat a receiver-there could be no thief- And without
foch tradefmen there could be no fwindler. How-
ever-among the Jews there is always a certain re~
ceptable for the fpoils obtained by every kind of
villainy, . i : .

- In the country they make ufe of forged bankers
checks, properly filled, and apparantly good ; and

‘in town they ufually offer payment in promiffary -

notes, indorfed on the back with feveral names,
which make them appear extremely refpe&table,
ad by fuch impofitions, not only obtain goeds,
but even ready money in exchange. oo
*" But-the moft artful deception of the {windlers,
ind what the public ought to be more particular-
dy cautioned againft, is what is called going upon
the mace, that is, anfwering advertifements in-

ferted in the public papers by tradefmen, who up- ..

on-fome particular emeigency have an immediate
oceafion to borrow money. The fwindlers trace
‘0ut an objeét. of this kind, appear as geatlemen,
feem to be poffefed of nany valuable papers, pre-
Pretend great humanity, and promife to raife the
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money directly, provided the tradefman wil
his note of hand payable in a prefcribed !
the neceffitous and deluded perfon immed
complies and gives his note very readily ; o
the fwindlers takes it and affures him that h
be back within an hours time with the fum
fite. The tradefman waits impatiently, but n¢
fees nor lrears him again, nor indeed of his
till it becomes due, for the {windler repain
it in triumph to his companions. Now thefe
tiles who exift upen the ruin of families,
commit the moft attrocious villainies, prete
be confcientioufly fecrupulous with refpeét tc
jury, and therefore in order to aveid this ¢
whicli is their only bugbear, one of the frate:
in the fight of two others, as witncfles, fell
oods, it matters not of what kind, to the fi
er who has the tradefman’s note; the good
. paid for with the note, and a trifle of ehan
ven: as foon as the note is due, the poor trade
js arrefted upon it; if he gives bail, and trie
aélion, the perfon who arrefted him fwears th
gave value for the riote, the two confederate:
roborate his ‘evidence, and the pcor tradefm
€aft and obliged to pay the debt with cofts-of
If trade is dead, and no fuitable advertife
\hppea'rs, the fwindlers themfelves advertife, {
times to bo’ttow money, when they contriy
ipecions appearances to inveigle the lender ¢
his. mopey upon the note of the fwindler,
feems to have occafion to borrow it, and the
ritg of two confederates, who appear in refj
ble charadlers; when the note becdmes due.
fecurities are not to be found, nor perhey
.dzamer.geithes, . but if the lender thould trac
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out and arreft him, his consrades bail him, which
is called buck-bail, to wait the iffue of a trial, but
at the time, neither principal or bail are tobe
heard of. ' _ ' ' :
The gang of fwindlers are compofed ghicﬁ)"‘ of
. Jews, fome Frenchmen and Germans, - They,
fometimes affume titles, or at leaft appear as ca-.
pital merchants, always wear the face of bufinefs,
and give themfelves many confequential airs, -
However, they may be eafily obferved by the éye
of obfervation by over-aiing their parts, for they
always are in a great hurry, appeas to be over-’
whelmed with bufinefs, and make a great parade
of feeming fubftantial perfons, frequently pulling
out their pocket-books, as if accidentally, and
and difplay a great number of fititious bank notes;
" they often vary the fubje& of their difcourfe, and .
always. keep their eyes fixed upon tlre eyes of the
sradefman, or perfon they intend to impofe upon,
bafilifk-like, to circumfcribe his attention, that
théy may with the greater eafe dective and deft-
. . . 0 N

goy him. -
' GOSSIPS. o
THIS is the laf of the pernicious chara&ers we
propofgd to. difplay to the view of our readers,
as of. injurious tendency to all who are influenced
by them. ' §
Tho' at firft view thefe may appear harmlefs
and inoffenfive, yet their difpofition muft divert
_them from thofe purfuits ou which depends theix
moft important intereft. '
"Goffips I confider as referring to the female fex,
2nd would underftand by the term, perfons, who,
through habit or inclination, are addided \o yex-
petual chit-chat ;- and, therefore, Zways wnew
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more of their neighbour’s concerns than their ow

Converfe with Goffips al«ays encouruges

fpirse of detraction, cherithes envy, and fome:

. animofities, . -
Goflips of all ranks, from my lady to Moll t
. kitchen-ma’d, delights in idle ftories, lying repor
and defamatory accufations, ,

They are led by their pradice to lie, negle
their duty, and fquander their time, Which co
fequence will inevitably render the rich defpic
ble, and the poor deftitute ; and every confidera
perfon knows, to what trying temptation penw
reduces, when charadters are ftained, or reput
tion loft. . '

.1 mention this foible of tittle-tattle, efpeciall
as it abounds in this town, and has, to my certa
knowledge, been an infuperable obftacle to tl

referment of many country girls, who havil
?mbibed it by example, have acquired fuch qua
ties as have proved their difgrace if not ruin, al
have incurred them the difapprobation of the w
‘and good. Shun-therefore. all* converfation w:
goffips, becaufe * evil communication corru
good manners, e '

——

General Remarks on the prefent State and Condit
of -the Town, in_ter_/;')erﬁd with admonitions

_ Perfons of both Sexes.
ONDON has been juftly defcribed as a wor
by itfelf, in which we m:y difcover mc
~ new countries, and furprifing fingularities, th:
in all the univerle befides. o
It may jufily be compared to 2 Yarge fore

’
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wild beafts, wheye thoufands range about at a ven-

" ture, are equally favage, and mutually de{tru&we

one to another, .

It abounds with hurry and impertinents, fcram-
blings and undermn}mgs, wvillainies, cheats, and
impoftors.

* Survey it from the court to the dunghill, yott
will fee moft of its inhabitanis a pear in matk;
even at noon day, affeding to be gufy in the fer-
vice uf foaety, but bafely fubfcrvmg thclr own -
palhons, as if deceit was virtug.

Its very pomp, the ipnumerable equlpages,
end fplendid retinue we fee in every corner, af-
ford but a melancholy token of an univ erfal
verty, and the difmal profpe& of crouds of mlfe—
rable pcoplc, either tortured with the agonies of
their own guilt and follies, groaning under the

~wants of the neceffaries of life, mad or infatuated

by oppreffion, or defperate from an urgent fenfe

of irretrievable loffes fuftained in confcience, re-

Putatlon, or poverty

In fhort, if one grand idea could contain 2 juft
yeprefentanon ‘of the motley tribe, which daxly
exhibits in this fcene of adtion, we could not en-
tertain’ it without confufion and aftonifhmet,
Heve are dl!pﬁyed a pérfe& dratha of human life ;
and a juft portrait of human na:ure, and a ftrik-
ing pxé”ure of men and things.

The court is an epitome of this city, as well as
the world, and abounds with glaring inftances “of
the lawlefs fway of pride, ambition and avarice.

The avenues leadmg to it are dgreeable to the
profped&, and all erninate in the fame point, ho-

. nour and felf mtereft

At firft view, the end {ecms ealily e,
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but experience will prove, that before any c
rive at the defired gaol, many by-paths m
. croffed, many intricate mazes explored,
convi®ions of right and wrong ftifled, and
arts invented and pradifed, .

At Weltminfter-hall you may Lear hideous
laints for want of money and bufinefs,
'ﬁamngue to little purpofe, effrontery and
‘geétting the better of niodefty and goed fenfe
dignified rogues opprefling the helplefs but h

Obferve the fticklets for religion, and ‘yo
find them inveterately hating, uncharitably
furing each other, and almoft every pait den

- ing anathemas on the ref. : .
" If we lead the conntryman from. one fe
adtion to another, it will excite at once his
fity and furprize. When he beholds the rev
robe of authority, he will be difpofed to h
‘the wearer; but, when be finds it to be a far
for iniquity, it will incur his contempt. =~

The Park is famous for being the rende
of the gay and gallant, who affemble there |
and t9 be feen, to cenfure and to be cenfi
the ladies to fhew their finery and the fru
much pains taken at the tiolet, and beaux t

-pofe their fopperies, obferve .the Jbeauties,
Ex‘) on a toaft for the approaching evening. I
one’ here is curious in examining thofe who
and moft are malicious as well as cenforious.
In this place of general concourfe people.
join in the com?aﬂy of thofe whom the?ze
bate or dcride, for company is not fought
for the benefit-of. converfation, but joined t
quire 2 degree of confidence, and exbolden
fons againgt thé common reftri&ions of the

-
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They talk chiefly to be taken notice of by thofe
who pafs by them, for which reafon they raifed -

. their voices, that thofe who know them, may

|

not meet without a bow en paflunt. Here ladies
walk four or five miles in a morning with all the
alacrity imaginable, who at home think it an in-
fupportable fatigue to journey from one end of theii
chamber to another. You may obférve a beak
reconnoitering the Mall, as much divided in mind
#sa lady in a lace chamber, determining what
cwompany fhe fhould join, and to avoid the fatal
choice, ufe as much precaution as a prudent pa-

| 1ent would do in the difpofal of a daughter in

marriage.

A plain Iri/b lord fhall lead half a dozen laced
_Coats up and down during his pleafure; and ano~
ther time be as much negle@ed as an honeft manin -

| diftrefs, upon a fight of a ribbon, though every

ribbon bears attra@ion according to its colour.
The Park is likewife a refort for ufurers, who
Ply there in queft of young fpend-thrifts, with
whom they deal in the cent. per cént. way, and
many of whom they eafe of the third part ot their
eltate by the time it comes into their poffeffion.
Here are alfo to be feen a number of tawdry
mifles, who are ambling up and down in Gueflt cf
acully, a dinner, and a crown; as well as many
fharpers. lying in wait for a fool of fortune, oran
experienced countryman. In fhort, the Mall
exhibits a motley fcene of vanity, folly, and kna-
very ; though it may afford recreation aud im-
provement to the ftranger of either fex, provided
they are"fufficiently guarded againft its fnares and
intrigues, - R )
£ would admenifh the cotintry girltohe QNS>
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of fr.quenting that or any other place of ptibl
refort in this town, without proper company.

‘T'he play-houfe under regulatior, isa placel
rational entérta ninent, «nd pleafing infirudio
much of which is :oft threugh the fel-interefie
compliance of the managers, w.th the vitiate
tafte of the town; "I call it vitiated, be. aufe pe
ple in general delight either in the repiefentatio
of obfcenity, or nonfenfical operas, farces, &
which tend to corrupt and enervate the minds¢
the rifing generation. ' ’

Here the indolent loll away their precioustime
the critic comes to indulge his vanity. the fharpe
to trepan, the courtezan to-allure and decey, th
bawd and procurefs to feduce, and beaux and bellt
o fee, be feen, and mutually captivate, .

In this epitome of the vorld, are four claffes
the 6rit is compofed of perfous of quality, an
are feated in the boxes ; though fools and imper
tineats too often intrude amongft them. Thefe
cond clafs, whofe province is the pit, confifts o
_citizens and their ladies, wits and critics, fharper
and courtezans ; the third rank occupies the mid
dle gallery, and is compofed of mechanics, an
the middling degree of people ; the fourth and laf
comprehend the refufe of the town, and is the .ca
of noife, impertinence, and confufijon.

There are nightly in the play-houfes, both i
the pit and middle gallery, a2 number of jiltin
whores, ready to feduce any perfon who has th
leaft appearance of a ftranger. When fuch-a cr
ig feated, one of thefe ladies comes up to hit

h a kind of formal impudence, and fixes he

,as near him as poffible, then begins fors

rtinent prate to draw him inko converfaic
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ith hér. If fhe finds a mén fit for ber turn,
ad.a trué ‘fquire, with a.fubtle and jnfinuating’
ivility, -fhe.leaves him a little,s perhaps to ac-
daint fome . hanger-on; that fhe has a bubble in
w; fome proper meafures are then refolved on,
nd the'returns; and will be fure:to flick by him
) the end’ of the-play, by frequently forcing her
ifcourfe to him,- and contrading a kind of fami-
arity with him. ‘When the entertainment is over,
1t will take care to march out with him,, and by
te way contrive to lét_him have a glimpfe.at{wr
tinted face. R : .

If this prevails not, and he ftill feems infenfi-
le of her defign, the comes to clofe parley, and
efires to know ‘which way he goes, which always
e to be hers." Here fhe takes octafipn to infi-
vate, that if he will call‘a coach; and fet her
own, {he will give him a caft-anotlier.njght

If this fucceeds, the bufinefs is half done; and
ow fhe has got him to herfelf,. {he begins to ca-
le and fatter, to commend- his good nature and
vility; but, above all, the kindnefs of taking
T into his.coach ;' in confideration of which, if
: will do her the favour'to go home with her to
T lodgings; fhe will do her beft to make him
n'gnds;,‘ . ; ) I »
When he airives there, -fhe will it him to
ow his circuymftances, cliarader - in life, &c.
ich, if they anfwer herexpedation, {he affe@s
be fo captivated with his deportment, that he
ft-needsdine with her to-morrow, - and thus
‘train is effe@ually laid, and he is generally
en’in for both. 4 : ‘

i
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The bawd and procurefs alfo frequently
wait here for the unwary of both fexes, an
rious are the arts which they praife, to the i
of the oné, 4nd the ruin of the other.

There are alfo a fet of male decoyem in
fcene of allurément, whofe bufinefs it istto inv

the ftrahger or countryman ‘into deftrudive ¢
Ore of thefe officious fellows will find

. occafion to accoft him, and after 2 little com

as they feldom want confidence and impud
and ftand litt'e upon forms and ceremonies,
afk him after the play, to accompany him t
tavern, and drink to the health of an honefl
tleman of his country, whom he either kne'
“has heard of. If he can wheedle him thithe
Cfirft bufinels is to make him drunk, draw hiw
.gaming, and then rob him of his money.
Various alfo are the traps laid for the ¢
pe&ed fair in this enchanted place;’ to
which, I advife my country readers-of both-
not to be immoderately fomnd of pleafures
never to ufe them without confidering their d
and the comipavy of difcreet experienced fri
~ London’ coffee-houfes comprehend a vaft v:
" of ‘charaders, and are frequented by good,

"' idle, and infignificant perfons.

Hete you ‘may find the man of bufipefs
- philofopher, the critic, the beau, the fharpes
the fpubger; fome tranfading their .comm
concerns, fome ruminating, fome difpt
their logical talents, fome lolling between
and flumber, fome looking ont.for their
and fome, by their vacant faces, - indicatic
emotion at al.
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Frequently the coffce-houfes in the diffcrent

. parts of the town, will aflord a framger a very
i good notion of the inhabitants in general, as wcll
. ag-a ftriking difplay of the diffcrent charafiers in

it; and if he is on his guard, will not prove in

" thedeaft. detrimental to him.

So various are the avocations of this town, aud -
fo diffcrent the times of awtending them, that

. thére are fome. houfes of entertainment open all
. might as well a3 day; m order, according to their
. otiginal defign, to accommodare thofe, whofe

E‘al ags oblige them to attend at the earlielt hours.

But, as cuftoms degenerate in time, fo thefe

arc likewife renderéd fobfervicat to bafe purpofes

and fraudulent defigas.

Thefe houfes arc moftly frequented by loofe
diforderly fellows, who ply there in queft of per-
fons either intoxicated with liquor, or ignorant of
the town, in order to trepan them by various
artfices into meafures, beneficial to the fedacer,
and deftruive to the feduced. Nothing is more
common, than for perfons, after they have fuf.
fered themfelves to be detained beyond their ufual
hour of departure,. to betake themfelves to one of

.thefe kind of Houfes, where they will find a oum-

" ber of chairmen, coachmen, and others, the re-
- fufe of mankind, together with fome of the fame -

plight as themfelves. It is extraordinary, if pre-
tence is not found to quarrel, cfpecially with one
who fcems to be a countryman, unlefs you will
comply with their exorbitant demands, either - in
gaming, drinking, or fpending ‘your money la-

~ vithly on them; in fuch cafes, the ftranger never

fails of being foiled; for if the canmot conquer
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him by dint' of manhood, they wiil; by pumber
Jf you chance (asit is very prabable) 10 fall aflce;
you maye¢xpeét to awake without your hat, watgl
money; &ec. ‘and-it will be very difficult for.yo
to obtain indemnity for propery lofk 1n fo promi
¢ous a cowpany.: o Tt

In moft of the:paflages and avenues leading t
thefe night houfes, you.will.be..agcolted by h
moft miferable of all whores, who are cither @
cluded a lodging, through wantonpefs. ¢r povertj
if you camply not with their defise, they will n
vile you; and if you refent their abufe,. it is muc
if you ¢fcape the rigorous . difcipling of fome 2
tendant bullies; whereas compliance will almo
certainly be attended with' the moit pernicior
confequences. - oo .

‘To " avoid thefe difalters, the ftranger .fhoul
rezularly and punttyally corply with the forn
antl hours of the hoyfe in which he refides, whe
in own. o

Among the reft of the many diverfions ao
amufsments contrived by the ingenious and n
ceflitous, to entestain the rich, the fortunate, ar
the foolifh; befides, plays, operas, pantomjme
cat’s operas, puppet. fhews, &c. there has be
praétifed amoogit vs a piece of old French galla
try called a mafguerade,  an inftitution, where
the moft abandoned may indulge the excefs of Iu
ury and lafcivioufvefs, and wallow in the extrav
gance of concupifcence. -

To the honour. of the prefent day, this ext
vagance of vice has been rather difcountenanc
than encouraged of latc; but as it {ometimes
allowed under the difguifed tile of an affery
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‘om expcnencc, I am aflured of its bane.
-nce, efpecially ‘on ftrangers; I thisk it |
ut on. me, o tXhlbl[ a concile view of the
» order to excite the averfion of the rea:
an.amufement fo repugnant to the l-st of
nd virege,

in my youtl:ful days with-the many extra-
‘gprefentations I had heard of this motley
refolved to be no longer ignorant of a di-
which bad "been, honoured, as fame re-
by the prefcnce of the, greateft quality.

nglyI communicated my intentions to a
fen cpmpamons, and prevailed upon them
ipate with mc in the fame expenfive folly.
certain night we fook coach in the city,
wur back on the honeft part of the town,
rigd away to the long defired {cene of

ng, according to cuftom, transforméd our-

one of the. fhops appointed for the pur.
to fuch fort of uncouth figures, as might
n a.level with the whimfical mortals with
ve were about to mix; potwitbftanding our
to'the affembly houfe, we thought proper
1-ourfelves into fedan chairs, to avoid the
o xhc rabble, who" were gathcred in grmt
s on important occafions. '
n we arrived at Qupid’s new: clyﬁum, and
fed threugh a lane of foldiers; inftead of
1oney, we produced ouf. printed tickets,
by parting with a plcce ‘at a time, carried
ugh three examiner’s offices, till we were
e;li by the mafter of the cerémonics into 3
3 :
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I sow began to look about me with as much
furprize, as a countryman under the dome of St
Paul’s, being farrounded with fuch a variéty of
objedls, as at once perplezed my vetz eyes.

Having amufed myfelf awhile with the gliteér.
ing ponip, and aftonithing variery that furrounded

me, I could not forbear thinking that all the vices |

and follics in the univerfe, were here promifcn
oufly huddled together, - '

Beiog at length reconciled to the many frightful

appearances that wére fauntering to and tro to
entertain each other, with an inexpreflible diverfity
of palleboard faces, old play-houfc yobes, and
other fantattical difgnifes; I began to cxamine
particulars, and fix in my memary every occur.
rance that might deferve public notice.

Purfuant to my defign, I took feveral ‘turis,
the whole length of the grand sffembly room,
which was crouded with a vaft variety of uncouth
- mortals aod appeared on the whole a3 3 medley of
. all nations, ages, and profeflions.
 While the more fprightly part of the motley af.
fembly were diverting themfelves with fhaki
t’heir,zce‘ls, others were ftanding as fpc@ators to

delight their eyes with the fine cuts and capers the -

young gentléman, 3nd thé agiliry and deportment
of the nimble-footed ladies, who ufed every art
and device to win hearts, :

After feveral thort confabulations with the fair-
{ex, in various forms, and on various fubjeéls, I
Degan to amufe my curiofity, with the nomberlefs
.throng of fpeators that were buzzing about we,
and found carried jnto praftice every Rantic ip.



( 71 )

ention, that could render human nature contemp-
ibly ludicrous,

ey are mixt together, kings and peafunts,
ld and young, faints and dxmons, the grave and
the gay, ghofts and living forms, and all charaéters
that could compofe a jumble of diverfities.

Tbus varicgated, they fallied forth in great
mmmbers into the hazard-room; I followed, and
beheld them purfuing their paftime with the ur-
moft decorum; the winners refraining from all
‘etiatic traofports, and the lofers from trantic ex-
£lamations ; no noife was heard but the chinking
of gold, the rautling of dice, and the ftamping of
tbe box.

From the gamefter’s apartment, I croffed the
graad affembly room, to fome more private con-
veviences on the sight hand, where confenting
lovers retired out of the croud to confirm their
afignations. I had no. fooner entered upon thefe
premifes, than I found the feats all occupied by
the moft amorous part of both fexes. Here all
the languifhiog poftures, alluring whifpers, and
engaging airs, that could poflible kindle the fire of
love in the coldeft breaft. were modeftly exercifed.

From thence I moved forward till I came to an
Partment, wh.reall forts of rich drams and cor-
1als were plentifully difpenfed to both fexes, by
Iree or four female undet.ftrappers, whofe fole
Qfinefs was to give their vigilant attendance on
hiis particular occafion. o

Hither the trading part of the female quality
epair to (harpen their wits, clate their drooping
pirits, and resder themfelves more acceptable
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companions to fuch untortupate cullies as
happen 1o engage with them. o
~ Being father averfe to diftilled liquors;
cially at fecond hard, [ temoved my qu;
and retired: through the erond. into one ¢
boxes, where I might fit at eafe, behold t
fembly at a diftance, and ruminate upon th
cellent ufe, and public benefit of this moft
ous -convention, where all -degrees of pe
-either had or 'might have recourfe ro play th
-without the danger of - being kiaown, an
dithonour of being expofed in fome public )
paper. L
Here 1 gaged a confiderable time with alte
-tagé and tranfport, till.upon a figaal given 2
-upper end of the room, moft of the compan
-pifhed in 4 minute, and the:fpacious place ¢
"ception was left empty. N 4
1 inquired .ghe caufe of this fudden  defo
and the perfon, to whom I applied, perceivii
my queftions, I was, a ftranger to the cuftor
this honourable aflembly, told mie, that they
all under ground at prelent, and buafily eng
in regaling themfetves. . .
Advancing to the upper end of the room
-nefe ‘was faluted with the .fmell. of various dai:
but I could not yet difcaver from whenc:
fumes. arofg, till looking narrowly about m
length in 3n. obfcure; corner, .on the right t
I found a fteep pair of ftajrs, .that defcende
moft perpendicularly to.a fubterancan cave, w
#s | entered, I was environed: by a pack of
morants, contending for the faireft dainties
»ature could produce.  As the entenzinment
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y inadequate to the numerous aflembly, with
ch difficulty I procured a fufficicney to appeafe
keennefs of my appetite, and retired into one
the boxes, where 1 happened to find a lady
ch treubled with the hick.up, having made too
e with claret and citron.water ; I began to ad-
nifter what verbal comfort I could to a diftref
.lady in her ftaggering condition; at firlt fhe
med coy, but I foon made her break through
t diffembled modefty, and put on her natural
aper, as well as her fituation would admit.
After fome incoherent difcourfe with her, Iin-
ired her name and lodging, made her fair pro-
fes, and a handfome apology for not waiting on
r-home, and fo returned into the crowd in queft
my companions, whom I foon found, being all
e wyfelf, well cloyed with their entertainment.
By this time, which was about five in the morn.
Jy the mufic was filenced, the dancing given
er, ‘the company duyll, and the lovers eager to
joy fool’s paradife ; fo that, with the reft of my
mpanions, I took a final leave of this expenfive
¢ of mummery, with increafed concern for
: prevalence of vice and folly in my native
datry, '
From fuch aflemblies as thefe, I would diffluade
readers of both fexes, asthey tend to give the
ids of youth a wrong bias, and divert them
m the paths of moral and focial virtue.
\s the curiofity of courtry perfons is naturally
ited by the various things that prefent them-
‘¢s in this town, and as many of them may be .
) both with amufernent and improverenty, {o
€ are other fcenes at which he canmnot be (re-

X
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fent, without incurring much danger, if not fofe-
taining great lofs both in pocket and conftitation.
Covent Garden, and its purlieus, have many -
fnares, which often intice the inexperienced heated
youth to his deftrudion ; and therefore fhould. be
eotered with great caution and circumfpeéticn,
Here are a vaft varicty of allurements, fuch as
tavéras, bagnios, jclly-boufes, and lodging- houfes,
fome adapted to the purpofe of aflignation, and
others to that of the confummation of amorous
defires. .
‘The jelly-boufes have, within thefe few years,
been rciorted to by ladies of pleafure, who ply
there as cattle at a market, or fcrvants at a ftatute
hall, where you may repair and choofe fuch goods
as belt tuit your tafte. Thofe who frequent thefe
houfes have certainly loft that thame and delicacy
which arc the ornaments of the fair fex, as well
. as contra&ted the mroft bare-faced effrontery, be.
ing capable of expofing themfelves to the lewd
embraces of an abfolute ftranger for a trifling '
confideration. They are likewife the refort of idle
fellows, who meanly live on the coutribution of
proftituted wretches, and are therefore bound to
appear there, in order to aflcri their caufe, and
" figbt 1heir battles. -
In fhort, every fober perfon, who regards his
intercft or cbara&cr, will avoid fuch places as are
moft {requented by perfons of indolent difpofiti.
ons, acd tamted morals, and are in the bighcft
fenfe ddogatorv to his honour, fubverfive of his
happinefs, and repugnant to his intereft. '
From thele houfes, the. femaie wain, 23 they
abandoned as well as deluded followers, commanly
.adjourn to other fcenes of debauchery + Whete Yo

N
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is a nightly rendezvous of whcres, pimps, penfi.
oners, bullies, and cullies. v

The bufy fcene generally opens about midaight,
and clofes about four in the wmorniug. Here are
dilcharged vollies of oaths and cxecrations, rib.
aldry and nonfenfe, blafphemy and obfcenity; all
that can fhock a modeft ear, offend a ferious mind,, .
or difguft a rational obferver, is pradifed withoughs-
remorfe, refpedt of perfons or fex, or refpe@ o
the {uperiority of the human to the brutal creation.

As the landlords of fuch houfes cannot but be
fappofed to have loft all fenfe of honour and juf-
tice, the gueft cannot reafonably exped fair treat.
ment or good liquor; and indeed, as tacir view
of frequenting them proceeds from differgnt caufes,
they are generally carelels about the quality or
quantity of what they gorge, to the deftruion of
tReir health, and the profit of the moft abaadoned
»f maokind. -

The uoguarded youth not only injures his con. -
titution, through means of intemperance, by frea
juenting fuch houfes, but alfo.tuo often contrals.
uch -acquaiatance, as prove an ecernal barrier to
18 future fuccels. ,

1 have an intimate friend who lives a melancholy
woof of the truth of this remark, and dates his
uin from the very day he entered ane of thefe .
:nchanting but deftrucive places. L

He was the only fon of an indulgent mother,
yut after a good education at fchool, being ap-
renticed by his guardian, to a menial trade, e
bought proper to relinquith that, and apply to
cademical ftudies, to qualify-uim for a more im.
orrant ftation in life.
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Thefe he profecuted with- fuccefs fome years,
during which he lived bappy in himfelf, refpedted
by t:is friends, and endeared to a fond -parent.

At length, on the clofe of a fummer’s cvening,
he chanced to pafs through tbe firand, and ob-
ferved a vall ingrefs and egrefs of divers of cach -
fex, at a cerwin houfe, his curiofity prompred
him to enter. '

Here he beheld a motley tribe of beings, with
various countenances, geftures, and employs.
Some inflamed with liquor, were denouncing
horrid judgment on themtelves and others; fome
immetfe 1 fenfelefs ftupidity appeared as beings
without refleétion ; fome were encountering with
the moft profligate whores, in the moft indecent
difcou: fe, and others makiog aflignations for amor.
ous dailiance, ' .

Thife ftrange fchemes induced him to fit down,
call for his bowl, and ftay to the full extent of his
ufual time from his lodging :

In a. tfew days, urged by the fame fatal curio.’
fity, he repaired to the fame fatal houfe, where an

-unhappy temale attraited his notice, and capti.
vated his mind. - -

Determined however to maintain his reputation,
fhe in vain attempted to allure him to her embra.
ces feveral mights after cach other; being notonly
fenfible of the fufpicion he fhould incur, but alfo
of the danger inevitably refulting fiom fuch inter,
courfe with a proftitute. ‘

Neverthelefs he kept up a correfpondence, vi-
fited her at her aperuments, and came once or
twice a week in queft of her to (his houfe. Ax .

be was tied to an hour, and theyefore obliged o
qust thefe fcenes which now became agreeable 1o
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him, he began to repine at his fituation in life,
. which laid fuch reftraint-on his condu&, and deter-
~mined to allow himfelf a greater fcope of pleafure.

He was then on the approach to a pretty fortune -
bequeathed him by an indultrious father, who
dicd in his infancy, and he therefore began to ic.
dulge the profpet of enhanced pleafure without
reftri&tion.

As reforting to fuch places commonly produce
intemperance, he frequently went home much dif-
guifed in liquor, which was at length reported to
his worthy patron, who fcnt for, gently reproved
and difmifled him, with an aﬂ'urance, that on pro-
mife of reformaiion, paft conduét fhould be buried
- in oblivion.

This generous behaviour determined him to
abandon that part of the town, which bad already
proved fo injurious to his charadler ; ; and he again
purfued his ftudy with rencwed alacrity.

But alas! the impetuofity of paflion, and alure-

“ments of vice foon conquered the refolutions of
yeafon and virtue, and my unfortunate friend re.
turned to his former courfe.

His old companions in debauchery wclcomcd
him on his arrival, laughed at his foolifh deference
to his friends, and took every mecans to anach
him to their pernicious practices. -

Wholly devoted to vice and folly, and tempted
by thelittle fortune to fall to him within a month, -
without the knowledge of his friends, or aﬂigmng
the leaft caufe, he quitted his ftudies, and betook

himfclf to a life of unreltrained pleafure.

His aflli@ed parent, and fincere friends, vmpot-

tanately folicited his return ; but deaf to Wew Ao
freatics, be rather accelerated his carety WO m\i'-‘ﬁ
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ani poverty, nor allowed himfelf a paufe in his
progrefs towards the goal of ruin.

Having received his fortune, much of which
was exhaufted by debts previoufly contraled on
various accounts, he became not only a dupe to
his own pafiions, but to thofe tharpers which in
this town are always ready to trepan the unthink-
iag youth. The circle of bis acquaintance with
both fexes now enlarged, and his expencesin pro-
portion, ianfomuch, that withia the compafs of a
year, hi ready calh was expended, and he was
obliged to have recourfc to mortgage his linle
eftate, and from thence to abfolute fale; fo that
in about three years he was difencumbered of the
whole. Tis former miltrefles aow cyed him with
rcferve, bhis former companions affe&ted indiffer-
ance, an} many with whom he had paffed hours

- of jollity, had forgotten both his name and face.
‘Thus bereft of his fortune, and abandoned by his
pretended friends, he ftrolled from place to place,
aud often faoutered in the park to count trees,
for a dinner. Bcing at ‘lalt redoced to a ftate of
abfolute want, like the prodigal fon, he returned
to his doating parent, who received him with all
the warmth of maternal affe@ion, arrayed him in-
decent apparel, and furnithed him with gvery ree
quifite for the retrieval of his former fituation,

Afte@ed by this indulgent treatment, he pro.
mifled fubmiffively to apply to his injured patron,
aand if he could obtain bis favour, refume bis re.

_ gular courle of life.

~ But fee the infatuation of vice and folly, not.
withftanding bis expcrience of the fatal confe.
gquences of a diflolution of morals, notony W we

Jofs of reputation, but griping penury WK he
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had no fooner the leaft power of tafling the tale-
ful vices, than his impetuous defires prompted him
to the purfuit of them. :

As bis finances were but {mall; he covld only
fee enough to inflame bis defires, which as. he.
could not accomplith, he at length determined on
a foreign exploit, and accordingly embarked in a
privateer, amongft the very refufe of mankind.

Here he tound fome companions, who owed -
their fituation to the fame caufe with himfelf, and-

" daily joined with him in lamenting the day they
were feduced to enter the habitation or refort of
harlots. .

As he had now much time for refle&tion, he
frequently ruminated on his patt life, the confe.
quences of folly and extravagance, and the abje&
ftate to which he bad reduced himfelf.

Happily he efcaped the lofs of life and limb,
and once more returned to his native country, and
the carefles ¢f the moft induigent of parents.

Nor were his inclinations to vicious. purfuits

+ abated by a former feries of hardfhips and dangers,
as he difcovered in many inftances the fame defires
as before, though the means for accomplithing
them were wanting, fo that Lis abftizence was
po virtue. - . - ‘

At length his unhappy mother, through. dif-
appointment in her expe&ations of the cordudt -
and fate cf her fon, added to an aftmatic difor-
der, clofed the fcene of her life, and left my ua-
happy fricnd to roam at large through the dreary
maze of an unhofpitable world. . ‘ '

Time and misfortune at lengih HrovgR Wm ©

Terious refle@ion,. arnd though, through wach

and indufl:y, he procpres 4 fublftence for W



( 8 )

felf and little family, he pafles not a day withont
repining at his former unhappy fate, refulting
from an incident appirently trifiing, but produc.
tive of a conftant fource of. difquiet.

Since thefe and worle cffc&s flow from the refort
of fuch houfes. we have been fomewhat prolix,
in reciting a cafe, which our country readers may
rely on as matter of fa@, and which, we hope,
will effe@ually diffuade many from the profecuuon
of fuch dcftrutive mealures.

The {tranger cannot pafs any of the (treets of
this fcene of luxury, without being expofed to
the temptation of lewd women, cither in paffing,
or from the windows. Through the force of white
and red paint, and the glating of a few tawdry
rags, they fome of them appear at a diftance, de.
firable objefts, and have thcrcby allured to their
embraces many innocent inexperienced country.
men, who have had reafon to rue their unfotm-
nate captivity.

Befides thefe dangers to which the honeﬂ: -0ty
tryman muit be exp- >fed from this quarter oi the
town, he will likewife, at night, be liable to the
infults of banditti, whofe bufinefs is to feek occa-
fion to quarrel, abufe, and thereby draw him be-
fore a juftice, and extort money by falily fwearing’
he was the aggrefior,

The very officers of juftice havc availed thém-
felues of the ignorance and timidity of a ftranger,
whom they have apprehended, carried to-a round
houfe, and obliged to fee them, to obtain difmif-
fion, though detained coutrary to all law of rea-
fon or the nation.

In fhore, fo numerous anl vaviews are the m-
trigues, frauds and allurements prafiifed, wad
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as the infults, ‘atufes and villainies committed on
the perfon of a ftrange countryman, that, when
"on this enchanting ground, we fhould admonith
‘him to tread with the utmoft precaution, to main-
tain a conftant guard on his paflions and femper,
and not to be excravagantly fond of any amufe.
ment or obje& that may prefent itfelf to his notice
and obfervation. :

Having thus led our readers through a difmal
wilderoefs, and fhewn them what kind of wild
beafts range therein, as well as related many oc-
currences and cnftoms, we prefume worthy the
atteation of the ftranger and couritryman, we fhall
inftance fome of the prevailing follies of the times, .
and f{ubmit the abfurdity of them to.the bar of
realon, and decifion of manly fenfe. ’

With refpeé to garb or drefs, many are fo ri-
diculoufly extravagaut, that this fingle article en-
grofles moft of their time, mouey, and thoughts.
Perfons of quality and refined tafte, drefs three
or four times a day, and are fo fond of exotic fop-
peries, that not only moft trades in the Rate, but
moft nations in the world, are concerned in their
equipage. There are alfo in thistown a kind of
butterfly fparks, or infignificant infe@s, that flutter
about a year or two, and are afterwards forced to
creep into holes and corners, in'a garb ascon- . -
temptible, ‘wretched and loath{ome, as thé former
was {plendid, fulfome, and ridiculous.

This practice vain and foolith as it is, bas been
adopted by numbers to their utter ruin, who hav-
ing expended their fortunes in a few gaudy trap- .
pings (in order to make a figure, as they term it)
become the contempt and ridicule of e wode

L .
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town. There is alfo an Epicurean fed, a fort of
nice palated Iparks, who can relifh nothing but
daintics, and defpifing the unadulterated produc-
tions of their native clime, as common fare, affed -
a tafle for ftudied mixtures, coftly fauces, and
foreign delicacies.

‘Thefe have fiequently indulged their luxuriance
of tafte wi'h delicious motfels, (ill they have want-
ed food convenieunt for the fupport of nature.

Others in this town, zifeél the chara@er of be-
ing generous and fuciable, by making coftly treats
and entertainments; 1 have heard a fool boaft of
liaving expended a hundred pounds on an even-
ing's entertainmient for a few friends, who, after
all, only contemned and ridiculed his prodigality.-

‘The extremity of this folly has frequently ap+
peared in the expences of giddy yeuth on jilts
and courtezans, whom they have indulged in
every whim of drefs, and caprice of tafle, that
pride can fuggeft, or luxury excite,

Such perfous are bene:th even pity, and we
eannot,. when reduced, but feem to grudge thenr
the very hufks to which their penury confiner
them, and wifh them fuch a fate, as might deter
the reft of mankind from their inadvertent condué..

By thefe reflections, I would not inculcate mean -
and var:ow principles, as I deteft all morofenefs-
of temper, and fingularity of behaviour, and
lieartily recommend a decent-garb, and genieel,.
friendly entertainments; upon proper occafions,
as equally neceffary and commendable in a gentle-
man; but to prevent country peopie of  propety
froin being hurried into a compliance with this

L0450 cuftoin wlich prevailsin this \wwr, W e

—
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?lifgmce and impoverifhing of thofe who pradife
lem,
. Of ail the follies and fallacies which reign in
London, none is more glaring than affectation. By
this term, I underfland, according to the defini-
tion of a2 modurn dramatic writer, endeavouring
ko impofe ourfelves on the world, for what we.are.
not ; or ftriving to be, what we are perfuaded we
cannot. There is not in human life o trite a
charader as this; as every man entertaina 2 good
spinion of himlelf more highly than he aught, fo
many are prompted by drefs, or fome extra mark,.
to give-themfelves an air of confequeuce, which’
:hey vainly imagine ‘intitles them to a general
efteem. ' .
Tn promifcuous companies, I have frequently
known a {harper taken for a gentleman, and the
mafter of a puppet-fhew for a man of fenfe; fo
leJuded are moft people by appearance. :
A great wig and fignificant {trut, have long com-
fed a phyfician ; and the apothecaries, and very
yuacks follow their example, Divinity, with re-
[pect to the garb of many of -its profeffors, feems
:0 be reverfed; our young clergy - wearing fmart
curling locks, and prim flocks, more becoming
:avern waiters, tham teachers of the people; . .
This folly of affeftation prewails in London
more particularly, becaufe, through its vaft ex-
rent, and the multitude of its inhabitants, perfons
can carry on a difguife with mare plaufibilty,
than in towns where the charagter and circum-
Rroces of individuals are minutely enquired inta,.
Hence it comes to pafs, that fo many wain, un-
thinking fops have maintained a {plendi\d agpens-
oce, the title of fquire; and s aniendant §\$¢ :
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nities for a few months, and then fneaked from
the bailiff 's clutches, and bilked ali, on whofe
credulity they would impofe by a little outfide
fhew and gaudy parade,

I therefore efteem it effential to my defign, to
admonifh country ;erfons of both fexes, to be
ware of this delufion of affeation, nor judge of
any perfon here by appearance. ‘Though-moft
by affe@ation gratify their pride, many fubferve
their intereft, indeed wholly live by it. Thefe
are painted whores, who when bereft of their dif- -
guife, difplay a figure odious to the beholder.

The fimplity of ftrangers unaccuftomed to fop- |

ry, induces them frequently to catch at the bait
aid for them by the cnfnaring of both fezes.
Plain John is liable to be deluded by the pompef
a train, or a glare of necklace, nor isshoneft Sue
always proof againft a laced coat, and gaudy
fwordnot. : '

On the other hand, villains frequently perpe- |
trate a&s of injuftice, not only under the mafk of
fimplicity, both in drefs and behaviour, but even -
under the very fan&tion of religion. We have
here many perfons fcupuloufly puntual”in the
forms and ceremonies of religion; great -churche
goers, would not fwear an oath on any account,
(qualitics good in themfclves) but follow them in-
to the world, weigh their ations in the balance
of- juftice, bring them to the ftandard of right and
wrong, and you will find their religion mere af-
feGation, their devotion an abfolute lie, and their
precifenefs downright hypocrify. :

Such is the prevalence of infidelity on tlic one
hand, and fapaticifm on the other, that wih

our religion, more fe&ts of which there never werw

Y
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than at this time, common honeftly feems banifh .
ed, and God.like benevolence to have. deferted’
every breaft. L . o

In a word, fair as things may appear to a fu--
ig;ﬁ,cialryer this epitome of the world called .

odon, will' afford the minute infpe@or but & °
difmal fcene, in which he will difcover power op- -
prefling merit, riches over balancing bonefty, and- -
affc Qation trampling on fimplicity. - . -~ ¥

Such is the prevalence of power and parade,.
-that real merit is with great difficulty afcertained,;
efpecially in‘a place where difguife and artificelare .
daily pradifed.- . Writers may be poficfed of ge-
nius in an equal degree, yet appear in different;
lights. Slender virtues may be'highly cftéemed,
becaufe they appear in certain places, or beforg .
certain perfons. Many cxercife exalted vistues in "
obfcurity. -1 remember 2 worthy country gentle. -
man, painted at court in the blackeft colours, who, -
at the fame . t'me, was extremelybeloved .in .th_é:f :
country. The reafon was, that the country péo.’ .
ple among whom he chicfly refided, had mo cors™
refpondence at court, and therefore his reputation °
extended no farther than his parith ; whereas fome -

otent perfons; againlt whofe opprcflions he' de- <
fended the common people, were intimate with * -
principles at the capital. On the other band, t0 -
vcrifg our remarks, concerning charallers, we
may find fome wha are generglly #l-treated in theie +
“own country, -but pafs for angels in the capital.

If we fhould really enguire into 2 man’s cha. "’
raéer, we thould repair ta the place of his abode, - -
and there procurc information, not from his fo-
periors on the fpot, byt from bis neighbom &7
¢qu21;raz_1.k-*, ‘with whom he has \ived ~'\“'.\t\%. aQun
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patural manocr. Daily experience fhews how
wiotchedly we are impofed upon by the fallc a
teftations of fome to anfwer particular purpoles,
and that we, thercfore, can only have a man's true
charater from thofe with whom ke lives free asd
uarcferved. .

Another very prevailing folly in this town, js
an implicit compliance with what is called tafte .
and fathion. Though tafte in the abfira&, may
appear but a trivial thing, yet whoever examiocs

. hiitory and mavkind, will find it a maip fpring of
Lufinefs and aitiom, ‘

Concerning talte, we may find a right judgment
from childsen, who generally delight i milk and
fruits which matwre lupplics ie plenty, whence it
may be ioferred, there is a native agrecablene in
foch things. Mof grown pesfons are fo debaueh-
ed by cuftom, fafhioo, and fancy, that they ra
ther efteem things according 1o genuine goadnefs.
We ase often, by the fearcity and prige of things,
inducced to defpife what nature has marked ifos
good, and produced in abundance. We ¢ontrad
an averfion to things obtainable with eafe or fmall
expence, and cultivate a fondocfs for worfe thas
pare dear, and obtained with difficahy. Teg'is
snose fathionable than milk, becauyle of the dif-
ference of price.  Vegetable produ&ions of Chipa,
and other ealtern countries, tafte fine, for the cofts
of the long voyage to procure them; and men -
generally fancy dear things mult be good. Nor is
falfy tafte lefs glaring in this town, in drefs and
bekaviour. - - n
" If the prince was to walk vpon flilts, the cour-
tlers would follow him, ‘and maiotain the pradlics,

t0be ganteel and rational. Men accomodare Wy
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Ives to the ufe of bad tafted things, and troubles -
:?c habits, in order to be diftinguithed fsom the
gar. ' '
Surely pature and reafon have preferibed the
le of medium, which dire&s a jult valoe on every
isg, and forbids an immodcrate attachment te
jy. Decency declares it abfurd in the fair fex,
' thort garments, to thew their very knees, and
copomy exclaitns againft trailing the flreets with
:h brocades. It is equally prepofterous in the
her fex, to wear garments which will haedly
ver their pofteriers, or fuch as fearcely difcovar
sir legs, _
By thefe brief remarks on tafte, I. mean not oo
ecourage a ridiculous affc&ation of fingulasity, as
1t of the two follies is the worft; but to prevent
implicit compliance with every ridicalous cuf..
n or opinion, -that they may be broached by anp
)l of quality, capricious coxcomb, or flircing:
Juct. :
‘the laft folly, -incident to this town, I (hab
fition, 8 caballing, and embarking with partiés
1 fudtions. If 2 man refle&s fecioufly on the
ibility of human nature, the effeof prejudice,
| bias of intereft, he will- not immaturely de.
¢ in favour of -any opinion, &, or party. A&
n over fanguine in this refpedt, indicates a2 wane
underftaoding, or incurs:a fufpicion of venali.:
Befides, a perfon over zeslgus in the pro!
ting the caufe of 2 party, is generally negligent:
thofe affairs which immediately relate to. hima
;5 and to which, if he attends not, he will be:
ble to difcharge many relative.dutics incum~.
t wpon-him. I bave koown many worthy mes
red by cabak end faltions; who, ‘uy lavhog,
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parties, both with their time and property, have
deftroyed their conedions and credir, and at laft
becn treat:d with the bafeft ingratitade.

Such cabals are in the higheft degree injurious
to commerce, friendfhip, and focicty; as they

evidently tend to inflame the mind, deftroy good |

faich between men, and kindle difcord ia thofe
breafts, which were before the feats of: perfed
harmony. I thort, party connetions can ncver
improve the mind, nor obtain any folid good,
while they generally incur much detriment both
in poiat of temper and propricty.

Having thus exhibited a concife view of the mea -

and things of the town, I prcfume it will not be
foreign to our purpofe, to add a few general di-
retions to fuch perfons as may be difpofed to. vifit
it, cither for amufement or employ ; as much ca
tion is neceflary, not only on their arrival, but
alfo previous to their departure from the country.
With refpe& to the man of fortune,: his moft
important concern, is the difpofal ‘of his eftate.
This is the grand bafis upon which all the reft of
his affairs muit move, fo that unlefs that is leftto
the condudt of a fkilful and boneft perfon, what--
ever fuccefs he may have in town, it will not com-
penfate for the lofs he muft inevitably fultain. _

To fcttle this important atfair, with moft eafe,

and convenicace go himfclf, leat trouble to his
friends and fen(i_lxs, and greatelt fatisfaCtion and
advantage to his tenants and neighbours, it will
be neceflary, in the firlt place, that he be his own
auditor, take a monthly furvey of his refpe&ive
accounts, balance his expences with his receipts,
and proportion both according to the amount of
his revenue.

e M B

Some of our geatry Yook wpon T
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a refledtion upon their charadlers, and imagine
at the overfight of their efta.es is not only a
lious employ, but a derogation from their.dig-.
ty; but to a man of real honour and confciénce,
is rather a diverfion, and-advantageous method
difpofing of thofe Ipare hours, which, unaccupi-
l, would be: burthenfome, . inconvenient, or ex-
mfive.. .
His next comcern muft be, to procure if pof-
e, an honeft ingenious man for a fteward, one
at will neither be tempted by avarice or intereft,
x feduced by neceflity to betray. his concerns,
embezzle his effets, He {hould be neither
orofe in temper, nor rigotous to his tenants;
it watchful to keep them within the moderate
wunds of their leafes and agreements; and above

|, careful to reftrain them from running too far |

arrears, which commonly terminates, not only -
. the ruin of themfelves, but the lofs and in-
mnvenience of the landlord.

A fteward fhould be remarkable. for difcreet
wernment of himfelf, and his own affairs; he
ould be a tolerable mafter of accounts, and well
rfed in the art of agriculture, and the method
" country dealing: but above all, he fhould be
vefted of felfithnefs. and mercenary defigns, and
tuated by principles of juftice, humanity and
atitude. S
A provident houfe-keeper will alfo be requilite,
ho fhould be difcreet, faith§e§, affable, modelt,
eek, and compallionate; and free from the little
inities. of goflipping and tale-bearing, too com-
on to her fex, Her mafter's houfe thould be
:r only. emnpire, and the peaceable government

S 3anRess
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of it lier higheft ambition: fhe fheald have no
ends, nor bufinefs of her own-to divert her mind;
but be vigilant in obferving and refiraining the |
irregularities of the family, not more by advice
and reproof, than the precedent of her decency
and moderation.  If the country gentleman could
thus furnifh. Limfelf (wh'clr indeed :wilt be very
ditlicult} he might then folace himfelf with a eon-
fideration, that .wlien he had tired himfelf with’
the vices and follies of the town, his affairs at heme
being in a good fituation, he .conld veturn and’
repofe himf If with fatisfaction out of the reach of

‘#s noife and hurry. .
The next thing worthy the confideration of tke
country gentleman, is to manage himfelf with
advantage and fecurity when he comes to town.
He has been fhewn already the rocks he is moft |
‘lizble to fplit upon, and the wices, follies, and
dangers, to which he will be perpetually expofed
as a gentleman and fisanger. I fhall therefore
wave thofe already mentioned; and offer bima
$ew admonitious, whigh I hope will aeither be up-
acceptable or unprofitable.  The firft. point sf
advice I would enforce is, not to hurry him into
the fociety of firangers.  1his we have repeated
again and again; as the generality of the mifchiefs
of this town derive their origin from that fource.

¥ alfo zgain admonifh him not te take. men
things upen truft, but firft te weigh them foberly
and deliberately, to bring them home to the
tribunal of reafen, confciencs, and- experiense,
Lefore he paffes judgment, or makes option = This
“town is moftly {wayed by falfhoods and contradis- |
‘tion, or by factian and intereft, fo that if he takei
shings nakedly, withowt compasing them witk

\
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:he rules of truth and probability, he will be fub-
je&t to endlefs falthoods and impoftures,
. I would alfo remind him ef his charaer, his
birth, education, and eftate, and if he confiders
himnfelf as a gentleman, not.nominal, but real,
he will doubtlefs deport “himfelt confiltently with,
that title, and regulate his behaviour by the un-
erring maxims of reafon and juftice. y
With refpe& to ladies of fortune, as it is cuf-
‘omary for them to receive good tuition in the
lountry, they may form a tolerableridea of the’
nature of the town; futljce it therefore to admo-
nith them not to value the fopperies and pleafures
f it, in an inordinate degree, but to beware of
be devices and. intrigues of rakes, fortune-hup~ .
ters, &¢. _ S
Perfons of inferior rank of hoth fexes, will be
pore_liable to the faliacies of an enfnaring town,
1 from their fituation in life, they are deprived.
f that knowledge of it which refults from reading:
ind couverfe ; but it is preflumed, thata precife
idherence -to the ru'es we hzve laid down, and
bfervations of the various arts, cheats, and tricks
ve have detedted and expofed, will prevent their-
alling. a prey to the fame, and enable theps to
ender a town vifit both amufing and profitable,
We would efpecially diffiade country perfons
f all” ranks from harbouring the leaft defire of
uiting a Tural refidence, for the noife; hurry,
ud confufion of a city life, 2 '
Any perfon aof. refle@tion’cannot behold, with~
ut much coricern, fo many flately buildings
wouldering into ruin in divers paits of s Wng-
am for want of inhabitants, :
If the rura] innabitants urge diverfions as agien.
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for preferring a town refidence, we may certainly
with juiuce 1eply, that hunting, fithing, fowling,
and the like, are noble and manly recreations, and
donot cloy nor fatiate, but are ftul improving and
growing daily more delightful. ‘Thuy are wuot
fpent or wafted by fruition as ours are, fot the
more they are purfued, the more they entertain
and gratify,

Befides, it will be neceffary to confider the ex-
pences which inevitably refult from the puriuit of {
the pleafures of this town, whereas thofe of the
country are free and open, and derived, as it were,
from the general grant of nature, Add to this,
that all the pleafures of the town may be run |
through in the narrow fpace of two or three days;
which done, you do but traverfe the fame foolith
voad, and tread the fame flage over and over
again,” and what ¢an be more ungrateful to an in-
getious, enquiring mind, than the dull repetition
of the fame fcenes. If thefe remarks are weighed |
in tie bailance of fober reafon, their falutar- effeds
need not be doubted, - : '

If education is the pretended morive, I would alk
what kind of education is fought after in London?

A genteel and liberal one may be obtained it~
the country, and every neceffary qualification for
a tradefman or a gentleman. ' o

Thofe perfons who hope to improve in evry
ufeful or ornamental branch of education, fhould
embrace precious opporiunities of quiet and
fedatenefls, which cannot be expeéted in a noify
town, the very bane of ftudy and meditation,. I
the country, ail things are generally calm.and

Ll ; there you have fewer cares \o bend .
torment the mimd, and fewer dangem to FWagh
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md difcompofe you. There -are ne hurryings
nor fcramblings, no countermining of onc ano-
ther; but all the bufy actors are innocently and
indufirioufly proceeding in thejr proper flations,
and, as far almoft as’human nature is capable of,
hufhed into perfect repofe,

Surely none of my country friends can thmk
of thefe {uperior advantages, aud retain their giddy
refolution of quitting them all for the fake of a
noify paltry city.

1 am far from advifing any to a reclufe lifa: [
srant that mufic, dancing, fencing and the-like,
ire very -proper amufements to pais away an idle
interval ; but I wouid not have thefe prefewred ta
Tuch purﬁuts astend to aggrandize the mind, and
snoble the foul.

‘There is. but ane thing. within the compa{s of
=ny knowledge, by which this town can improve
heir education; 1 mean in point of. converfation.
[ you were well fettled both in judgment and
principal, if you could run through the different.
ocieties and humours of it, without being infe&-
:d or feduced by them, and withal, could extrad
from them fome good morals and ufeful obferva~
ious, thefe confiderations might juftify a vifit to-
London ; but to leave bufinefs to the managewent
of fervants, and your houfe and gardensto go ta.
ruin; come up- hither to wafte your time and
woney, meerly under pretence of better comnpany,
liverfion, and education, .than your own country
zan afford you, is fuch a mixture of folly and
mnaduefs, as cannot fail to. expofe you to pity, [corn-
and wonder. .

If the defire of company prompis Ny \O© T
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change a country for a city life, let me affore
them, from long experience, they will fopn find
themfelves deceived in their expe®ations, They
may forth what chimerical notions they pleafe,
concerning the men and things of the town, but |
if they fondly imagine, that it exceeds the country
in thofe qualities, which are the ornawents of
human nature, they are greatly miftaken, It, in
reality, is fo corrupt and degenerate and fo ex-
ceediugly over-run with vice and folly, that little
improvement can be expeded' from the fociety
found in it. There are, indeed, as in all places,
fome perfons whole comnpany and converfe, tend
to the edification of their aflociates; but thefe are
fo rare, and withal fo hard to be difcerned, and
comne at by a ftranger, that much time may be
{pent in fruitlefs fearch. I canaffure him for my
own part, that after many years unavoidable re- -
fidence in town, the expence of much money, and
lofs of much time; there are very few within the
circle of my acquaintance on whom I can con-
fidently rely, and with whom 1 can fawmiliarly
converfe.

The general topics of moft companies here
are of a frothy infignificant nature, neither tend-
ing to amufement nor inftruétion ; though almoft
every body ciaims a knowledge of politics, and
our very failors do arraign the meafures of the ftate;

1 awn forry to fay, that our companies in general,
abound with ignorance and impertinence, ribaldry
and nonfence, noife and vanity, and therefore no
reafonable perfon can propofe to himfeif and ad-

, vantage from frequenting them.
Thele remarks, though apparently harin, axe
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litterally true; therefore if the countryman comes
hither, he muft expe to find men apd things
as they are, and not-as he would havethem ; and
it he has fenfe enough to defpife them, he will
incur the charader of a proud ill-natured; un-
b mannerly fellow. ‘
"« Now, vpon the whole,.ifi tha advantages ofva
country life are fet in oppofition to thofe of town
vefidence,” refpefling the health of the bedy, ‘and
the improvement of the mind; it only :remains
to determine which on a felid foundation is moft
eligible; with refpe& to health, it will not admit..
-of controverfy, not only as it is clear air, and
the falutary exhalations of the easth are produc-
tive of the fame, but alfo,:as in general, perfons
-in the country are not fo liable to debaneheries of
every kind, as they ave in'a depraved town becaule
whatever may be their iniclinations, there are not
- -fo many various precédents.
* With refpe& to the improvement of the mind,
it i1 undeniably evident, indifpcfition of body
always affedls the mental faculties, impedes their
exertion, and cafts a glocm over thought in gener-
al; whereas health expands the reafoning power,
Prompts their exercife, and accellerates invention.
Noife ard hurry alfo aitend to perplex the mind,
anifh ideas, and confound ftudy ; whereas folitude
‘and retirement unbend tlie foul, affift the-memory,
and enlarge canception.

Befides, in all parts of the kingdom, there are
Men of probity, genius and learning, who aflured
©f the truth of what I am endeavouring to prove,

ave fixed on 2 little rwal f{pot to enjoy the Llef-
&ngs of health and refledion, and pafs life, retired
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from the buftle of carping mortals, in fiveet folitude
and delightful contemplation.

Lo fuch as thefe you may repair, with thefk
you may couverfe with pleafure and advantage
from thefe you will reap the higheft infirisgion.

If fuch confiderations carry with thewd ang
weight, fureiy we need rot paufe a momeut u
decide the cale.

The counry life muft as far exceed that of the
town, as health is preferable to ficknefs, the min¢
to the body, pleafure to pain, or fubflance tc
jhadow.

It ouly remains to affure our country friends.
that they may rely on the truth of the fevera de-
A¢riptions and definitions comprized in this litte
work; -that the charadters are drawn from life,
without addition or extenuation, and that the
adnonitions arofe from a real concern for the
welfare ‘of mankind, and their progrefs to know-
ledge and virtue; wherein confits .the true hap-
pinels, and fupreme dignity of human nature,

FINTIS



