L 1 F E

JOSEPH BALSAMO,

COMMONLY CALLED

COUNT CAGLIOSTRO:

. ——— L e . wemce

CONTAINING THE

SINGULAR AND UNCOMMON ADVENTURES OF THAT
EXTRAORDINARY PERSONAGE FROM HIS .BIRTH /
TILL HIS IMPRISONMENT IN THE CASTLE OF ST.
ANGELO.

TO WHICH ARR ADDED,

THE PARTICULARS OF HIS TRIAL BEFORE THE IN-
QUISITION, THE HISTORY OF HIS CONFESSIONS
CONCERNING COMMON AND EGYPTIAN MASONRY,
AND A VARIETY OF OTHER INTERESTING PARTI-
CULARS.

Tranflated from the Ongmal Proceedings publithed at Rome by Order of
the Apoftolic Chamhcy. .

o.‘ cee - .
. .

WITH AN ENGRAVED PORTRAI'I‘ OF QAGLIOSTKOo

e e e ue -
-

L OND O N:’
PRINTED FOR C. AND G. KEARSLEY, NO, 46, FLEET-$TRRET,
M.DCC.XCI.

Digitized by GOOg le



.
.
.

Tre D NEW YORK

i LICLIBRARY
2:3:2275
ASTOR, LENOX aND

TILDENFOUNDATIONS,
190"

PR
.«
.. <.
. .
. . .’-
o .
D P
. ..
.
o 'e
. .o .
oo Wb o =
¢ *3 .
.
. fe .
e se
.F."- e

Digitized by (: )

t
<

-~

RO IR P oA






A g—————— T RN
PRETFATCE
BY THE

ITALIAN AUTHOR.:

T
=

‘A LIFE which, during a period of fortys
feven years, has been continually enve-

loped in myftery and enigmas; which, confi
dered by fome as a model of heroifm; religion,
and morality, and regarded by others as a tiffue
of bafenefs, impofture, and impiety, has hi-
therto kept the judgment of a large portion -of
Europe in fufpenfe : this life however-is at
length become the fubje@'of *ferious and ufe-
ful mediration, fince the chara&er of Caglioftro
is:'no longer equivocal. : The finner,” Whilé
perufing thefe fheets, will now fee and acknow:
ledge his error; the good ¢atholic will perceive
the neceffity of being cenftantly on his-'guard
againft the fnares of hell; the fcholar will
learn how deceitful that knowledge is which
has not ‘religion for its bafis ; the ignorant will
A2 ' be
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e L1

be taught to be humble; and the whole world
will have occafion to admire the double tri-
umph of truth apd faich. _ '
Jofeph Balfamo, fo celebrated under the pre-
tended title of Count Alexander Caglioftro,
has undoubtedly been a very famous impoftor.
We are naturally inclined to defpife and to
ridicule thofe paft ages, in which fuch men
- have been credited; applauded, ‘and treated
~as fomething fuperior to humanity. We are
in the right undoubtedly fo to do. But when it
is recolledtod that: this adveaturer. flourithed in
the cighteenth centusy—during 3 period which
arrogates to. itfel-the: title: of  an. enlightened
and philofephic agr, itfinitely fuperior to pre-
padices—the fanavi¢al adminers. of the. prefent
t;mcg;_ﬁught to be covc;cd with.a fmlnmy con-
fufipp,l--;; ... oan Bl e
Soms WLLI, no donht, enqu.tm, hmv an m;-
pottor could; acqujre fo..much celebrity, and
receive fo mucl, conntenance, . 3MONg, NALODS
Gﬂhg‘{?ﬁ?dbyﬂhc fciences,. -and -froq; ivdivir
dwals not deftitpee.of abilisies. Lt is.ierehigion
that-has , been, bis,, inpradudor,, that has_fup-
posted,, and, thay, has agquired for. lum-a&l his
tnwmahs. STRRN [ B
... When we t:onﬁdcx thmambmmm ofwthe halfs
knﬂﬁi ghabitants:iafca nnmbcr“of ftates. in
Europe,

- - o -
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Europe, to divine what"the eye 'of man never
faw, the eat.of man-never heard, nor the heart
of man was ever able to comprehend—nec orx-
Ius. vidit, nec ayvis. aydivit, nec in car bominis

ofcondis—when we find -them in the height of /

their blafphemies. exclaiming there is no God—
mn ¢f Days—we peed not be afraid to afirm -
that the ignorance of the ancients was lefs
pernicious than the knowledge of the moderns.

In fhort, whenhas Europe been fo inundated
and everwhelmed with fanaticiim, as in our .
age ¢ Who has nat heard of the devils of Lau-
dun ? of hobgoblins, fylphs, convulfionaries,
magnetifts, and cabalifts? What is the obje&
of the free mafons; and thofe phrenetic focieties
called the Illuminated, with their plots, their’
fecrets, their invocations, and their ridiculous
Tites ?

Itis a juft obfervation, that impoftors ac-
quire credit and renown only in thofe countries
where there is but little religion, and much
philofophy. Rome is net a capital in which
fuch men can hope to fucceed, becaufe error will
not be permitted to fpread forth its branches in
* the centre of the true faith. The life of Count
Caglioftro is a luminous proof of the jultice of
our obfervation ; and this is the reafon why we
have thought it our duty to compofe this

6 - work,
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[ vil
work, faithfully extracted from authentic re-
cords depofited with us—records that the een-
fures of the critic cannot reach.

The authority of the Sovercign Pontiff has
on this occafion been employed in difpenfing
with the law that, with as much juftice as pru-
.dence, enjoins inviolable fecrecy refpeting all
the procedures of the Holy Inquifition.

We beg leave to conclude with obferv-
ing, that we would much rather have pre-
ferred eternal filence on this fubje&, than now
report a fingle circumftance as a fadt, the
exiftence of which was not founded on moral
certainty. T. Hanaelle

. . CMW‘“ XW/\_

LY
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ADVERTISEMENT
nﬁr THE
ENGLISH TRANSLATOR,

AGLIOSTRO, after committing 2
multitude of rogueries in various
kingdoms, and efcaping from the hand of
juftice in almoft every capital in Europe,
has at length, by an uncommon fatality,
been arrefted in his career, and condemn-
ed to death jn the only metropolis, per-
haps, in which he could not have been
convicted of a breach of the moral obli-

gations that conne& man with fociety.
Whatever motive may have influenced
the court of Rome, it will be a lafting
reproach on the reign of Pius VL. to have
detained, tried, and infli¢ted the punifh-
ment of perpetual jmprifonment on a
man, againft whom he could only prove

the crime—of being a free mafon !

As
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- As the Apoftolic Chamber, in its own

jufiificatian, has publithed the life and
trial of this extraordinary man, the Tranf-
lator, thinking that it may prove an ob-
ject of rational curiofity to the Englith
reader, now prefents it for his infpetion
and perufal,

R
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO.

CHAPTER L

OS E P H Balfamo, the fon of Peter Balfa-
mo and Felicia Braconieri, both of thém.qf
mean extrattion, was born at * Palermo, on the
cighth

" * In a memoir publifhed by the Count whilein England,
he pretended that he could not fpeak pofitively as to the
place of his nativity, nor in regard to the parents from whom
he derived his birth. This circumftance gave an ample
fcope to the imagination of his followers ; fome of whom
pretended that he was the {offspring of the grand mafter
of Malta, by a Turkifh Lady, taken captive by a galley be-

: B longing
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t 3 THE LIFE OF

eighth of June 1743. . His father, who had
been a merchant, happening to die during his.
infancy, his maternal uncles took him under
their protection, and endeavoured to inftruct
him in the principles of religion, and give him
an education fuitable to his years. Butfrom his
earlieft infancy he fhewed himfelf fo averfe to
a virtuous courfe of life, that he fled more than
once from the feminary of St. Roch at Pa-
lermo, where he had been p]accd for his in-
ftruction.

At the age of thirteen he was entrufted to
the care of the father-general of the Good- Brother-
bocd*, who carried him to the convent of that
order at Cartagirone. There he put on the ha-

“bit of a novice ; and, being plated under the
tuition of the apothecary, he learned from him
Ic'mging to that ifland ; while others, with equal probability,
affirmed that he was the only furviving fon of that prince
who aboyt thirty-five years ago fwayed the precarious
feeptre of Trebifond.  To infufe into this ftory a greater
portion of the marvellous, it was added, that a revolution
taking place, in confequence of which the reigning fovereign
was facrificed to the fury of his feditious fubjeéts, his ine
fant fon, the Count Caghoftro, was conveyed by a trufty
friend to Mcd.m, where the Muffulman Sherif had the
unprejudiced generofity to educate him in the faith of his
Chriftian parents. T.

® Benfratelli,

. (according

Digitized by GOOS le



EOYNT CAGLIOSTRO. . 3§
¢actording to his own confeffion) the firft prin-

ciples of chemiftry and medicine.
He did net continue long in this afylum:

during his ftay; however, he exhibited fo many

new fymptoms of a vicious charaéter, that the
religious were often under the neceffity of chaf-
tifing him. It is recorded among other things,

that, being emiployed to read during meals, as

~ is euftomary in all holy communities, he would
never repeat what appeared in the book; but,on

the contrary, fpoke whatever occurred to his own

Mmagination : nay, he has even confefled that,
3n reading the Martyrology; he ufed to fubfti~
tute the names of the moft famous courtezans
of the time, inftead of thofe of the faints.

In fine, to get rid of the mortifications and
the penance infliGted upon him, on account of

his faults, he abandoned his convent, and re<

turned to Palermeo.

It was abour this period that he culnvatcd a
tafte for drawing : but this neither occafioned
a change in his morals, or his condu®. The
excefles to which he abandoned himfelf were
almott of every kind and defcription. Deliver-
ing himfelf entirely up to his paffion for fenc-
ing, and to the company of the moft diffolute
young men of the neighbourhood, there was
no quarrel in which he did not take a part: but
' Bz above
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4 THE LIFE OF

above all things he took a particular pleafure
in refitting the officers of juftice, and in deliver-
ing from their hands the prifoners whom they
had arrefted. He was alfo accufed of having
forged tickets of admiffion into the theatre;
and he ftole from one of his uncles with whom
he lived, a confiderable quantity of money,
and -feveral wvaluable effe&ts. Having encou-
raged an’ amorous intércourfe between an ace
quaintance and one of his female coufins, he car-
sied billet-doux from one to the other; and, pro-
fittng by this opportunity, made the loverbelieve
that the young lady fometimes requefted mo-
ney, and fometimes a watch ot a trinket : thefe
prefents were accordingly confided to his carey
and clandeftinely appropriated to his own ufe.
Such was his addrefs, that he infinvated him-
felf into the good gracesof a relation who was
a notary, and altually found means to falfify a
teftament in favour of a certain Marquis Mau-
rigi, by which means great injury accrued to a
pious eftablifiment. This piece of roguery
was difcovered feveral years after, at a time
when he was abfent from Palerme; and Proof'&
were adduced on the occafion that elearly ma-
nifefted his criminality. It has alfo been af-
ferted that he affaflinated a canon; and itis pre-
tended that, having been applied to by a monk
L to
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, 5

to procure leave of abfence from his fuperior,
he forged a permiffion, on purpofe to cheat the
-holy father out of a little money. '
This much is however certain, that he was
frequently feized and imprifoned: but it fo
happened that he always regained his liberty ip
- fhort tige, cither from the want of neceffary
proofs for his conviftion, on account of the
mazure of the crime, or by means of the credit
and interceffion of his relations. At length he
'was forced to:fly from his country for having
duped a goldfmith, of the ngme of Marana,. of
more than. fixty pieces of gold. Having inge-
nuity fufficient to make this fimpleton believe
that he had an immenfe treafure concealed in a
grotto, in a diftant part of the country, of which
he would put him in poffeffion ; he, under thjs
pretence, procured the above-mentioned fura,
‘which, as he pretended, was to be employed in
certain magical opesations, This comedy how-
- ever concluded very little to the advantage of
poor Marano, for he was feverely beaten by
certain people who appeared to him in the
fhape of infernal fpirits. The truth is, that
thefe inhabitants of Pandemonium were no
other than the companions of Balfamo, who
aced in concert with him, and affumed this

difguife at his recommendation,
‘ B3 Marano
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B ) THE LIFE OF

.- Marano having difcovered the trick, was ex-
tremely .irritated, as may very readily be be-

lieved; and, not content with laying an informa-
tion of the particulars before a magiftrate, he
-determined to revenge his wrongs, by affafii-
nating the author of them. Tt was this that der
‘termined Balfamo to fly fram his native;coua-
try. . : e
A variety of circomftances which occurzed
from this period till the time of his laft impri-
fonment, have given. grounds to:believe that
he pra&tifed forcery. This fuppofition is
founded on the -two following anecdotes. The
firft is, that, under pretence of preparingl are-
medy for one of his fifters, who was.peffeffed, he
made a country prieft adminifter a little cotton
to her, which had been fteeped in the boly ail
which is ufed for extreme union. . It is how-
ever well known that he never.had a fifter who
was poffeffed. *The other, which is rather re-
markable, is as follows : It is pretended that,
being one day in company with feveral of his
friends, they tefltified a great curiofity to dif-
cover what a cerrain lady of their acquaintance
was doing at that very moment. Balfamo
offers to fatisfy their inclinations: he accord-
ingly forms a fquare on the ground, waves his
hand over it, and then draws the figure of the
‘ o lady
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 7

lady playing at cards with three of' her ac-
quaintaace. - On this théy inftantly ferd to her
‘houfe, and find that (he was- attually fitting in
the fame attityde, employed in the very occue.
pation, and in compmy.witli the fame perfons
whom he had delineated. By, means -of the
circumftances which we fhall hereafter relate,
it will be eafy to determine what degree of
credibility thould be given to this event,. and
what are the conclufions which ought t0 be
drawn from it. ' »

Balfamo being obliged to fly from Palermo,
gave himfelf up ro a wandering life, and ae-
tually travelled through moft parts of the
world : we are henceforth obliged to give cre-
dit to his own aflertions until his arrival in
Rome, becaufe we have no other opportunity
of tracing his hiftory, or of verifying any of the
particulars,

By means of the money which he had pro-
cured in the manner already related, he now
repaired to Meflina. There he got acquainted
with a certain perfon of the name of Altotas:

it is not known with certainty whether he was a

Spaniard or a Greek, for he could fpeak both of
thefe languages with fluency. He was in pof-
feffion of feveral Arabic manufcripts, and pre-

tended to be a great chemift. Having em-

B4 barked
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8 THE.LITFPE OF

_barked together on bodrd of a veff¢l, they
failed along the Archipelago, and landed at
Alegandria in Egypt, where during the fpace of
forty days they performed feveral operatiotis
in chemiftry, by which they procured a great
deal of money.

They propofed to pafs from thence to Grand
Cairo ; but they were driven by contrary winds
to the ifland of Malta. Thtre they remained
for fome time, and worked in the laboratory of
the grand mafter Pinto. Altotas ¥ having died
foon after, Balfamo refolved to vifit Naples,
and accordingly put himfelf under the protec-
tion of a knight of Malta, to whom Je was re-
commended by the grand mafter. '

He fupported himfelf for fcme time in that
capital with the money which had been pre.
fented to him by the grand mafter, and the pre-
. fents which he received from his companion the
Chevadlier ; and fben -after was lucky enough

. LR I

* In a pamphlet written under the dire®ion of the Count,
it is pretended that Altotas was bis tutor, " during his'refi-
dence at Mcdma, in the pa]ace of the Mufti Salaha)m;
that he inftructed him ‘o’ the’ lmowledge of botany and
-phyfic; made him acquaintedf with the otiental languages
and litérature ; introduced him to the fovereign of Mecca,
by whom he was greatly carefled ; aud teadehimacquainted
with all the wonders of Egypt, T. . ., . .

to
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, 9

to.agquire the regatd of a prince who was
attached to the ftudy of chemiftry,.and who _
wifhed. to - carry bim 1o, v1ﬁt his: poﬁ”cﬁ‘ ions in
Sicily%e © 5 e e
.. ,H;v—;ng taken.advfamagc :of thxs opportumty
‘to revifit, Mefling, he happened to- meet with a
prieft, who whs his countryman and particular
gcquajntance. He himfelf confefles that this
perion was violent in his temper, diffolute in his
morals, and had often participared. in -his. ro-
gueries-dyring their refidence at Palermo : he
gven adds; that this very clergyman was one of
she  devils .who. *had 'baftinadoed the Jeweller
Marano, while fcarcbmg the grolto for: the
hidden toealare. . a. uivooos

. Haring chofen thm perfon for ius affociate,
Bc' took leave of the:iprince, and they departed
togethet for; Naples. « Im.the courfe of' their
journey.they. woré atrdfted at an inmin the town
of Pizze, under ~prétence of :having: carried
off a lady with them: but as no fuch perfon
was found-in their company, they were imme-
diately - ﬁ!t at llbérty .After a fhort ftay at

i Thls prince is faxd te have been of the noble houfe of
Caramanco, and nearly related to the ambaffador of that
pame wholately reprefénted the king of the Fwo Sicilies, at
the court of London, and is now on¢ of the mlmﬁers of that
fovercign. T,

| Naples,
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T0 THE LIFE OF

Naples, it was refolved that they fhould repaif
to Rome.

Arrived in the capital of the Chriftian world,
Balfamo affumed feveral different chara&ers,
and appeared fometimes in an eccléfiattical, and
fometimes in' a fecular habit. By means of
letters of recommendation which he had pro-
cured at Naples, he obtained accefs to feveral
perfons of diftin&ion* : among others he got ac-
quainted with the Bailli de Breteuil, af that time
ambaflador from Malta to Rome; and was alfo
prefented to many ecclefiaftics of hLis own
country. - From the generofity of thefe, and his
own private induftry, he was enabled to pro-
cure fufficient money to defray all his expences.

He employed himfelf at this period in mak-
ing drawings ‘on paper; the outlines of which
were produced by means of a copper plate en-
graving, and afterwards filled up by him with
Indian ink : thefe he fold for defigns. made by

# In a publication intitled La Lettre de Comte Cagliofire
an Pexple & Anglols, it is pretended that he had determined
to remain incognita in Rome, when chance baving difcovered
him to Cardinal Urfina, that prelate paid him the moft flat-
tering attention, and introduced him to feveral cardinals
and Roman princes. Among thefe were Ganganelli, who
afterwards became Pope Clement XIV.; andRezzonica,
who at that time filled the papal chair, and by whom he
pretends to have been feveral times admitted to the honour

ofa canference. T
means

Ll
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COYWNT CAOLTOSTRDO. 11

means of a pen only. Having taken up his
abode at the fign of the Sun, in the neighbour-
hood of the Rotunda, he happened to quarrel
-with one of the waiters, in confequence of
awhich he was imprifoned for three days.

. It was about this time that he happened to
fee the young Lorenza Feliciani, who lived
near to the Three Pilgrims. He foon became
exceedingly attached to this young woman,
and afked her parents confent to make her his
wife : this was accordingly granted, and he re-
ceived, as adower, a trifling fortune, propor-
tionate to their copdition. The marriage was
folemnized in the parith church of St Saviour
* in the Fields, and the bridegroom lodged with
his father-in-law for fome months after.

The firft leflons which the young bride ree
‘ceived from her hufhand, were intended, ace
cording to her own confeflion, to inftruct her

. in the means of attracting and gratifying the
-pleafures of the other fex. The moft wanton
coquetry and the moft lafcivious arts were the
principles with which he endeavoured to infpire
her. The mother of Lorenza, fcandalized at
this condu®, had fuch frequent altercations
with her fon-in-law concerning his behaviour,

that he refolved to remove-from her houfe.
He found it much eafier in anpther place to
corrupt
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‘12 " THE LIFE o
-corrupt the mind and the morals of his wife. He
then prefented her to two perfons well qualified
for the exercife of her talents, after having firft
inftructed her to entangle them both by her
allurements. With one of thefe the did not fuc-
ceed; but over the other fhe acquired a com-
plete victory. He himfelf conduted her to the
very {pot deftined for the pleafures of the lover;
lefe her alone in his company, and retired into
another chamber. .o :
The interview and the offers made to her
were fuch as were entirely correfpondent to the
wifhes of the hufband; but the wife on.this
occafion did not exhibit a proper inftance of
conjugal obedience. She foon after imparred
the whole affair in confidence to her hufband,
and received nothing in return but the moft
bitter reproach, and the moft violent and
dreadful menaces. Tt was then that he began
to infinuate this maxim, which he afterwards
fo afliduoufly repeated : ¢¢ That adultery is no
crime in a woman who commits it on account
of her intereft, and not fimply through affeétion
to another man,” :
He even added example to precept, by prov-
ing how little he himfelf refpected the ties of
conjugal fidelity, We fhall have occafion te

particularife feveral inftances of this kind, inthe
courfe
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 15

courfe of our hiftory ; we will only mention here
that on thefe occafions he aroufed his dormant
paflions by drinking a certain Fgyptian wine,
compofed of aromatics, which poffeffed all the
qualities neceflary for the completion of his in-
tentions,
His wife having at length begun to hearken
“to his inftru&ions, he conduéted- her two or
three times to the place where fhe had formerly
been fo difobedient to his orders,. She fome-
times received clothes, fometimes trinkets,
and fometimes a little money, as the reward of
her condefcenfion. One day the hufband
wrote a letter in his wife’s name to the lover
“whom he had forced her to receive, in which
he begged the loan of a few crowns, which were
immediately fent: in return for thefe, he pro~
mifed an interview in the courle of next day,
and the lady was faithful to the appointment.
Balfamo having frequently changed his place *
of abodg¢ about this time, formed many new ac-
quaintance ; and, among others, cultivated an
intimacy with Ottavio Nicaftro, a perfon well
known on account of having afterwards finithed
his exiftence at the gibbet, as an accomplice in
an affaflination; and alfo with another celcbrated
adventurer, called the Marquis Agliata: bnrh
of thefe were Sicilians, The charaler of the
' 3 Marquis
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Marquis had a firgng refemblance to that of ou#
hero. During the time of their intimacy toge-
ther, they were frequently perceived to be fhut
up in a chamber, where they remained a long
time without any third perfon whatever. About
what they were occupied is not precifely known ;
but more than one perfon has been heard to
affirm that they were one day feen to iffue from
the place of conference; the Marquis holding

_two bills in his hand ; which, after having com-

pared together, he prefented to Balfamo,
telling him at the fame time that it was im-
pofible to do any thing better. Balfamo.
himfelf has not attempted to deny the fuperior

‘genius of bis friend in all things that regarded

the counterfeiting of writing, and the imitation
of feals : adding, that this extraordinary noble-
man had prefented himwith a patent as an officer
in the fervice of the king of Pruffia, in which
he himfelf pretended to be a colonel ; and had
forged the fignature of that prince with a won-
derful degree of accuracy. Thus authorized
by letters patent from the head of the illuftrious
houfe of Brandenbourg, Balfamo attually af-
fumed the uniform.of one of the Pruffian regi«

ments. '
Thefe infeparable friends now determined to
leave Rome : the caufe of sheir fudden depar-
ture
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COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 1 £

ture may be fairly attributed to what has been
reported by Balfamo’s own father-in-law. Ni«
caftro having quarrelled with his friends, moft
probably about a divifion of the booty, pre-
. fented himfelf to the officers of the police, ac-
cufed them of having forged feveral bonds, and
offered to give evidence againft them. There .
is reafon to believe that this treachery having
been difcovered by Agliata and his compa-
nion, they determined inftantly to leave the
capital of the Roman deminions.

They accordingly departed in two feparate
carriages ; the wife of Balfamo being feated in
that which contained the Marquis, and the
hufband in the other, along with the fecretary.
of Agliata, ' ,

Balfamo has confefled, without any relu&ance,
how little the conjugal vows were refpected
during this journey, which was entirely at the
expence of his titled companion. Having taken
the road to Venice, by Loretto, they arrived
at Bergamo; and while on the road committed a
great number of rogueries : among others,Cagli-
oftro and Agliata, after having fhut themfelves
up for fome time without the knowledge or
ingervention of any perfon, are reported to have
fabricated letters of introduétion, which af«
. forded them an opportunity of tricking feveral
refpectable
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refpeQable families out of conﬁdcrablc futns ot'
MORCy © - :
They ﬁopped fome days at Bergamo, occu-
pied in recruiting their purfe, and in making;
acquaintance. The magiftrates, however, haVo
ing difcovered the chara&er and purfuits of the
ftrangers; Balfamo and his wife were arrefted ;
and, after vndergoing the neceffary examina-
tions, were banithed from the city. Agliata
had the good fortune to efcape. At the mo-
ment that the officers of juftice feized the huf-
band, he had fufficient addrefs to convey a {mall
packet of bills to his wife, which he conjured
her to deftroy, on purpofe to fave his life, She
accordingly concealed them in her bofom, and
took the firft opportunity of tearing them to
pieces. She obferved, on this occafion, that
the bills were written on ftamped paper. We
learn alfo from this woman, that her hufband
was not intimidated, by this untoward accident,
from continuing this fpecies of fraud ; foron a
a future occafion he fabricated papcr, with the
neceffary marks, at a village fituate on the river
. of Genoa. By means of that very paper he
forged a note for two thoufand five hundred
crowns, which he afterwards got difcounted at
Savona. But let us return to Bergamo.

Balfamo having been driven from this. city,
‘ as
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as° we have already mentioned, found himfelf
in ‘extreme - milery, :for Agliata-bad carried
off all the .modey.with him. He wquld now
have returned ‘to; Rome, if the dread of being
imprifohed, on acoount of his former forgeries,
bad not deterred him : he at length was fo emnr,
batraffed; that he Tefolved, in‘company with his
wife, to undertake a pilgrimage to.St. James of
Galicia, .

. He withed to infinuate, in the courf¢ of hls
interrogatorics, thdt.he had been excited to this
Jjaurney by s piety, a$ a penancé for his fins,
and thofe of his wife: it is:certain however
that.they never:went to that holyi place. .He,
has even been forced to acknowledge, that
having. fotnd :means to Jive morg sr hiis eafe,,
ascwe fhall fec incthe. fequel, he- zbfolutely lott
all - thoughas . 6f .completing this . pilgrimages:
and it is not difficult to guefs-what the motives:
weré which deterred him from fulfilding his views.
» Having both of them dfflumed the drefs of
pilgrims, they. travelled through. the-territaries
of .Sardinia- &nd Gcnoa:, and'“aé’length arrived
at.Aatibes, - 1+ ' - oA y

~During this derrrey thcy lived upon alms;
which they endeavoired to-procure-in greater
abundance, by feigning to have undertaken a- .
prlgnmagc, 254 penance voluntarily impofed
c upon
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upon themfelves, on account of having cons
tratted a clandeftine marriage. ‘But as begging
was a bad trade, and afforded a.very fcanty
fupport, the hufband folicited his wife to aug-
ment it by the fale of her charms ; and, in the
midft of menaces for this purpofe, he ufually
uttered the moft horrible impieties. - < Of what
fervice is your virtue ?” faid..he. ¢ Does the
God on whom you depend, afford you any fuc-
cour? Do "you not behold the mifery with
which we are:overwhelmed ?”

-~ Several officers at Antibes proﬁted of the
eﬂ'c&s of thefe:leflons § and by means of the
money which they. prefented her; and the alms
which they: recelved, this wirtuous couple con-
tinued their jouriey, and airiveéd ac Barcelona,
where they remained for fix 'months; At theend
af“that i périod, their property being entirely
expended, Balfamo perfuaded his wife to ‘go
and confefs herfelf in a church in the neigh-
bourhood of itheir inn, which belonged to a
convent ; and defired her to inform the father-
confeflor, that they were- both ‘defcended from-
an illuftrious Roman family ; but that, having.
married without the confent of their relations,
and their remittances falling fhort, they were
reduced to the moft deplorable poverty.

. Lorenza obeyed the commands of her fpoufe,
. and
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and even improved upon his inftruétions ; fo
that the confeflfor attually believed the fabri-
cated ftory, and prefented’het with a fmall fum
of money. On the next morning he fent them
aham; and following himfelf foon after,to make
them a vifit of condolence, he faluted the huf-
band by the title of ¢ His Excellency.” Both of.
them have acknowledged the truth of this anec-
dote ; but Balfamo, not covetous of the glory
of it, has attributed the honour of the invention
catirely to his wife, However, the vigilance of
the rector of the parifh embarraffed them nota
little ; for, having conceived fufpicions of their.
veracity, he demanded the contra&t of their
marriage, which they happened not to have
along with them. . .

That they might not hereafter be expofed to
a fimilar mortification, Balfamo determined to
folicit the protection of a grandee ; and to ob-
tain this he thought that he could not devife a
- better expedient for his introdu&ion, than to
make ufe of the attrations of his wife.

Young and-agreeable, of a middle fize, pof-
feffed of a white fkin, brown hair, round counte-
nance, brilliant eyes, happy phyfiognomy, and
uncommon fenfibility, Lorenza was admirably
calculated to excite the paffions. This atually

Caz2 o took
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took place on the prefent occafion, as well as
on many others. ’
The hufband and wife having prefented them-
felves ta this perfonage, informed him of their
fituation. After having ordered the hufband
to retire, the magiftrate interrogated the wife
with great ferioufnefs as to the truth of their
marriage. He became fenfible by her anfwers
that this ceremony had taken place; and while
he undertook to procure an authentic copy of
the certificate from.Rome, the beauty of the
lady made fuch an impreffion upon his mind,
that he infinuated certain propofals that did but
little credit to his character. She refufed com-
pliance with his defires; and he gave her time
torefleé on the fubje@, and difmiffed her. The
eircumftances of this interview having been re-
eounted to the hufband, Lorenza received the
moft bitter reproaches on account of her be-
haviour ; and at the end of a few days was
. carried back to the houfe of the grandee.
Scarce was fhe arrived when he requefted her to
anfwer his propofition with a fimple yes or 0 :
the hufband, here intercepting her reply, ex-
claimed, Yes ! and inftantly retired. The con-
. fequence of this reply produced a double piftole;
and Lorenza received a fimilar recompence on
: the
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the eight foll:)wing days, during ‘which her
hufband efcorted her regularly to the fame
hotel. . T

The contraét of marriage at length arrived
from Rome; but by this time Balfamo had
formed an intimacy with a nobleman who was
upon his travels. He alfo fell inlove wich Lo-
renza; who did not fail, as may be readily fup-
pofed, of informing her hufband of the cir-
cumftance. Balfamé knowing that in a fhort
time the tribute of double piffoles would ceafe to
be: paid:by the enamoured magiftrate, coun-
felled his wife to flatter the paffion, but not to
fatisfy the wifhes, of the ftranger; that he might
be enabled.to travel to.Madrid at his expence,
as he withed much to vifit that capital.
- This defign was carried into execution with
all imaginable fuccefs. They. all three repaired
to the metropolis of Spain, where they lived in
the fame houle; the noble traveller occupying
an apartment contiguous to the lady’s. =

However, as he paid all the charges, ai1 be-
gan to perceive that he was duped, he at length
threatened to remove. Alarmed at this circum-
ftance, Balfamo informed his fpoufe that it was
at length neceffary to comply with his defires ;
fhe accordingly obeyed the injun&ions of her
hufband, and this criminal intercourfe.conti-

C3 ' aued
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nued for a confiderable time. Almoft every
morning at day-break this kind fpoufe awak-
ened his wife, and informed her that it was time
for her to rife, and repair to the apartment of
their illuftrious gueft,

A law-fuit which Balfamo carried on at this
time againft one of his countrymen, gave himan
opportunity of fending his - wife to folicit the
minifter in his behalf. In the courfe of this
affair, he infifted on a fcrupulous and exa& ac-
count of every thing that concerned his fair
petitioner : fhe informed him minutely of her
fituation, even to her connetion with the
ftranger, whom he withed her to difmifs, at the
fame time propofing himfelf as a lover in his
ftead. This arrangement however not being
fatisfaltory to° Madam Balfamo, the minifter
immcdiately withdrew his protection; obferving,
at the fame time, that he fhould hereafter be
inexorable to her entreaties,

This threat was verified in a thort time ; for
the traveller being no longer able to fatisfy the
avaricious demands of Balfamo, who was per;
petually foliciting either money or effects, at
length tefolved to abandon them. On this Lo~
renza, by the order of her hufband, who had
been informed of every thing, repairéd once
more to the minifter : but he, with the ftately

dignity
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dignity of a Spaniard, refifted all hertempta-
tions ; and difmiffed her with this-energetic re-
Ply :—¢¢ I have learned, Madam, to hold a pro-
mife facred !”

Being thus abandoned, they refolved to re-
pair to Lifbon. As foon as they arrived there,
Balfamo made it his bufinefs to enquire at a
celebrated ordinary, where he dined, concern~
ing fome perfons in affluent circumftances; and
he foon learned the name and refidence of a
rich merchant, who feemed exallly fuited to
his purpofe. He accordingly difpatched his-
wif® next .morning to folicit a/ms of him. On
this occalion fhe received. a piece of money,
which was accampanied with certain offers of
another fort; and in cenclufion an interview
was agreed upon in a garden belonging to his
. country houfe. : )

In the courfe of three months this amour
was cultivated with uncommon affiduity by -
both parties, and produced no lefs than eight
piftoles for every vifit made by the lady. How-
ever, the fear of a difpute with the family of
the merchant, who beheld this ‘intercourfe with
an evil eye, made Balfamo at length determine

to leave this city, and repair to London.
. That his defigns in that capital might be at-
.¢ended with fuccefs, he contrived it fo that his
o C 4 wife
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wife thould learn the Englifh language, during
their reﬁdencc in Portugal ; and he procured as
her governels a young waman, to whom he
himfelf gave leffons of a very different kind.
. Balfamo, on his arrival in London ¥, en-
gaged
* He arrived in London, according to his own account, in
July 1776; poficfled, if we belicve his ftory, of plate, jewels,
and fpecie, to the amount of three thoufand pounds. Soon

after his arrival, he hired apartments in Whitcomb;ftreetz
immediately adjoifing to Hedge-lane, in which he pretends

" to have dedicated a large portion of his time to his favourite

ftudies of chemiftry and phyfic.
During his difpute with M. de Morande, the follfing
inventory of his jewels was publifbed in the Courier de

. I’Europe :

"« A gold repeater, enamelled in blue, with flars
of gold, and enriched  with two circlets of diamonds. Its
chain, three rows of {mall diamonds, terminated by threelarge
ones, and brilliant pendants ; from two of which hung a
clufter of diamonds, and from the fourth a feal mounted in
the fame.—N. B. On this watch, the chain of which was
valued at one thoufand five hundred pounds, five hundred
pounds was lent by 3 pawnbroker in Princes-ftreet, Leicefter-
fields. .

* A fmall green feal-fkin cafe, containing fix rings, the
firft confifting of five diamonds, furrounded with fmaller
ones ; the fecond of two, mounted in the form of a heart,
and encircled likewife with diamonds, &c.; the third re-
prefented a garter and buckle in fmall diamonds.—N. B.
Thefe belonged to. Madam Caglioftro. The three others
were hoop rings, two of diamonds, and the third of garnets,

. o “ A pair
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gaged as ufual in that thameful commerge, in
which he bartered the charms of his wife againk
the property of every opulent man who withed
1o become a purchafer. We fhall here confine
ourfelves to the recita) of one anecdote. By the
laws of England, if a man furprifes his wife in
adultery; he can commence a lawfuit againft
the feducer, and oblige him to pay a large fum
of money.

Balfamo and his wife, during their refidence
in that capital, got acquainted with feveral
quakers ; and alfo with a Sicilian, whom they

% A pair of ear-rings, nine diamonds in each, in a green
{eal-fkin cafe.

“ The portrait of M. Caglioftro; amedallion fet with dia-
_monds, in a cafe fet with ditto.

¢« The figure of a dove compofed of dnamonds, and fuf-
pended by three rows of fine pearl.

¢ A necklace of ditte.

¢ A pair of ear-rings of {mall brilliants.

$¢ A pair of black filk bracelets with diamond buckles.

¢¢ A large hoop ring of diamends in a gold box.

« An oval gold coloured fouff box—on it are engraven
implements of gardening—in a cafe of ditto.

¢ A {weet-meat box of gold, in a red fkin cafe, &c. &c o

This, and a numerous lift of other articles &jually va-
luable, are faid to have been brought by the Count into'Eng-
land. If fo, Lorenza and he muft have been very fuccefsful
in their wirruous occupation fince the time when they were
obliged by want to undertake a pilgrimage to St. }ames of
Galicia, . T. .

7 called
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called the Marquis de Vivona. One of the
quakers was captiyated with the charms of the
Jady; and, in his attempts to feduce her virtue,
entirely forgot the aufterity of his fe&. Without
yielding to his wifhes, Lorenza informed her
hufband of his paffion ; and he contrived, in
eoncert with Vivona, that fhe fhould promife
him a private interview; that two witnefles
fhould watch in an adjoining chamber; and
that, at the’moment when the quaker fhould -
think himfelf on the brink of happinefs, upon
a certain fignal being given, Balfamo, Vivona,
and the fervants fhould rufh into the apart-
ment ; and by means of threats, infults, and
menaces, oblige him to pay dearly for his un-
tafted pleafures,

~ Every thing fuccccdcd according to their
withes. The quaker, faithful to his appoint-
ment, repaired at the hour agreed upon, and
began to compliment the lady in the manner
made ufe of in Penfylvania. Lorenza affected
to be furprifed at his gallantry ; and afked how
it was poffible for one of the ¢ friends” to be
fo polite to the ladies?

The dialogue on this became exceedingly
lively and interefting: and at length the
quaker, as if preparing to fwim in b/ifs, throws
off. his hat, his wig, and his coat. But the

con~
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concerted fignal being ‘given at this- inftant,

‘B.alfamo. Vivona, and the relt.burft into the
chamber,- and furprifed him in this ridicu-
lous fituation, Thus caught in the fa&, as it
were, it was in vain for him to diffemble; he
fumed, fretted, curfed, and fwore; and at length
was permitted to efcape, on condition of pre-
fenting the enraged hufband with one hundred
peunds fterling, which was inftantly complied
with.. On his departure the fharpers divided
th emoney between them.

.. Thefe.two friends, however, foon after. fe-
paratcd the circumftance which occafioned
their difunion was as follows :==Balfamo, who oy
was.in pofleffion of a large quantity of ropazes,
which he had colletted during his refidence at
Lifbon, wifhing to convert them into money,
entrufts them to Vivona; who, after having ac-
cepted the employment, appropriated them to
his own ufe, and then abfconded.

Soon after Balfamo himfelf was thrown into
prifon®, by his landlord, for the rent of his °
houfe. . It muft undoubtedly appear extraor-
dinary, to behold this man fo frequently re-
duced to mifery, notwithftanding the confi-

# In the King’s Bench, having been furrendered by his

pail. T
derable
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derable acquifitions which he had made, both
in mooey and effeéts. The reader’s aftonifh-
ment will however ceafe, if, to the wafte na-
turally attendant on ill-gotten wealth, be added
the proud and extravagantdemeanorof Balfamo,
who, that he might appear a2 man of confe-
quence in the opinion of the world, fet no
bounds to his expences.

It is an acknowledged fa&, without reckon-
ing the prefents which he and his wife had
received, in the courfe of their travels, in jewels,
- watches, &c. that he procured upwards of a
hundred thoufand crowns in hard cath., This
however did not prevent him from being more
than once reduced to fuch diftrefs, as to be
under the neceffity of pawning his trinkets for
the payment of his domeftic expences.

The generofity of an Englifh gentleman at
length opened the gates of his prifon. His wife,
by frequenting the Catholic chapel belonging to
the Bavarian minifter ®; had an opportunity of
becoming acquainted with avery worthy cha-
ra&er, to whomfhe mentioned the fituation of her
hufband, and from whofe bounty fhe received a
fum of money fufficient to .liquidate the debt.

# At that time fituate in Golden-fquare, being annexed to
the houfe of Count Haflang. T\
Befides
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Befides this, their patron, out of mere cha-
rity, received them both into his houfe. Amidft
the familiarity which this circumftance brought
about, he imagined that he had difcovered a
genius for painting in Balfamo, who readily
undertook to decorate fome apartments at his
country refidence. - i

The Englithman havmg removed his fa-
mily from town on purpofe to fuperintend the
labours of his gueft, it fo happened that his:
daughter, who. was ftill young, became ena-
moured with the painter. It is not welt known
whether this attachment proceeded voluntarily
from herfelf, or whether it was produced by the
fedu&tive arts of Balfamo‘ _th,ls much is hawever .
certain (and he has confefled it himfelf),- that
he wrought the paffions of this young woman’
to fuch a pitch of folly, that the prefented him_
at different times with large fums of money.

It may appear aftonifhing that a man like:
this fhould be able to infinuate himfelfinto the
good graces of the fair fex ; more efpecially as all
thofe who were intimately acquainted with him
have affirmed, that he had nothing engaging

_either in his perfon or his converfation.

Rather fhort than tall in his ftature, of a
brown complexion, a bloated countenance, and
a fc:vcrc afpett; ufing a Sicilian diale&, disfi-

gured
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gured by many phrafes of a foreign idiémn,
which altogether formed an almoft Ifraelitifh
jargon; deftitute of any of thofe graces.fo com-
mon in the world of gallantry ; without know=
ledge, without abilities, and, in fine; deprived
of every means of infpiring love *—how could
a man of this dcfcrlpnon obtain. fuch an afcen-

- ' . dancy

" * To this portrait, };a'ipt.ed_ by the boly hand of an inqui-
fitor, we fhall add a companion, drawn by an avowed ad~
mirer of the Count: the. likexefs was taken during his laft
refidence in England. T:

¢t The Count de Caglioftre is below the mlddlc ftature,
and inclined” to corpulency; his face is a round oval ; his
complexion and eyes dark, the latter uncornmonly penetrat-
ing. Inhis addrefs, we are not fenfible of that indefcribable
grace which engages the affeCtions before we confult the
underftanding. On the contrary, there is in his manner a felfs
importance, which at firft fight rather difgufts than allures,
and obliges us to withhold our regard, till on a more inti-
mate acquaintance we yield it as the tribute of our reafon.

. Though naturally ftudious and cbutcmplat'we, his conver-

fation is. {prightly, abounding with judicious remarks and
pleafant anecdotes ; yet, with an underftanding in the higheft
degree perfpicuous and enlarged, he is ever rendered the
dupe of the fycophant and the flatterer. His heart and
purfe are ever open to the fupplications of diftrefs ; but
there is, in his mode of beftowing, a pompofity, which fre-
quently renders that liberality afcribed to oftentation, which
is in reality the effect of a truly compaffionate and beneficent -
heart. .
s Far
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dancy ovgr the ladies, that, after having per-
verted them from the path of virtue, they ac-
tually recompenfed and rewarded -him with
magnificent prefents. His artful conduct how-
ever will furnifh us with an ample folution' to
this problem ; for he made it a rule to pay his
addrefles to no woman unlefs fhe was cither
old, or fo ugly that fhe could never have ex-
peced a lover, had not fuch a man as Balfamo
been in exiftence. o

The Englith gcntlcman, ‘who had begun to
be difpleafed at feeing himfelf deceived in re-
gard to the dedorations of his apartments, which
were disfigured rather than embellithed by the
daubings of Balfamo, became furious when he
perceived that his daughter had been debauched.
Neverthelefs he had fuch a command over his
paffions, that he contented himfelf with driving
the painter and his chafte wife out of his houfe.

Balfamo having thus become once more
deftitute, left the capital of England *, and
took the road towards France. At Dover he

- ¢ Far from being ichooled in the fcience of deception, he
poflefles a noble franknefs, which does honour to human na«
ture ; a difpofition open and unreferved, even to a fault, In /
his attachments he is warm and fteady; and, though eafily o,
provoked to choler, it is a ftorm which, like thofe of fum-
mer, quickly pafles away.”

* Thiswasin 1772. T,
/ formed
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formed an acquaintance' with a M. Duplaifir,
who offered to carry hirh and his lady to Paris.
This invitation was accepted ; and it is from
.Caglioftro’s own mouth that we learn, that
duoring the whole of the journey Duplaifir tra-
velled in a poft-chaife along with his wife, while
he himfelf accompanied them at a humble dif=
tance on horfeback, - !
- It is'not difficult to comprehend the confes
quence of this arrangement. "The wife of Bal-
famo became the miftrefs of Duplaifir, and
- continued in that capacity for many months at
Paris, durit;g which he dcfrayeif' the expences
of the whole party. The infatiable difpofition
of Balfamo, who always withed to fell his mers
chandize as dear as poffible, at length difguffed
the lover, whofe finances were not very confi-
derable : he accordingly advifed Lorenza, if lhe
chofe to continue this trade, either to carry it on
on ber own account,.or to return to Italy and live
with her parents. She affured him that fhe de-
figned to follow his counfel ; and in a few days
after aCtually abandoned the habitation of her
hufband, and removed to another which her:
paramour had provided for her ; taking care,
however, to carry all her clothes and ornaments
along with her, ‘ :
The hufband, extremely irritated at this elope-
ment,
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_ment, had recourfe to the king’s authority, and
.obtained an order to arreft his wife, who was
condulted to Sz. Pelagie *, where fhe remained
for feveral months; during all this time he
himfelf took up his abode with an old demi-
rep.

The fale of a certain wafth for beautifying the
fkin procured him fome money about this pe-
riod ; but he received much more from the
generofity of the lady with whom he was con-

“"nected, and with whom he continued to live a
confiderable time after his wife was releafed

from St. Pelagie. At length he took a houfe
for himfelf near to one of the barriers,

It is not 4 littlg interefting to thofe defirous
of being informed of every thing concerning

 this remarkable man, that during the time that
Lorenza was in confinement, the police drew

.up a memorial, which was afterwards printed
in Paris, pnder the title of ¢ Ma correfpon-
dance avec le Comte Caglioftro.” Among other
things contained. in this, is to be found the de-
.pofition of Duplaifir, who fwore that, although

* La maifon de St. Pelagie was an cftablihment in -
Paris fomewhat in the nature of a houfe of corre&tion for
loofe women. This, like every thing elfe under the old
government, being liable to the moft fcandalous abuft, has
.participated in the gencral reform. T, .

D Balfamo

- -
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Balfamo and kis wife had lived during three
months at his expence, they had neverthelefs
contralted debts to the amount of more than
two hundred crowns with milliners, peruke-
makers, and dancing-matters.

Having taken a houfe at one of the barriers,
as we have already mentioned, during his refi-
dence there he found means to form an ac-
quaintance with two perfons of diftinction, who
carried their love of chemiftry to a ridiculous
excefs. He pretended to have difcovered
fome miraculous fecrets in that fcience; he
even afferted that he had found out the art of
making gold, and of prolonging human ex-
iftence.  This latter affertion had peculiar
charms for one of them, who had arrived at a
very advanced age. To confirm their belief
in his promifes, he took a few Spanifh piftoles
from them, and having melted them along with
other materials in a crucible, he produced a
lump of gold of more value than the. money
which they had depofited before the operation.
By means of thefe ftratagems, and feveral others,
he procured upwards of fifty louis d’ors.

It is almoft needlefs to mention, that our
hero neither communicated to them the fecret of
making gold, nor of efcaping from death. He

engaged, however, to difcover both of thefe de-
Jfiderata 3
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Jiderata; but the period for the performance
having at length elapfed, his pupils began to
form fufpicions concerning his veracity. Bal-
famo was well aware of the danger of his fitua-
*tion; and dreading left he fhould be arreited
for the money advanced, he procured a pafl-
port under a fittitious name, fled with great
precipitation to Bruffels, and after having tra-
verfed Germany and Italy, arrived at his native
city of Palermo.

He did not however long enjoy his liberty
among his countrymen. Marano, the jeweller
whom he had not only duped but baftinadoed,
as we have before mentioned, having not yet
forgot his injuries, immediately applied to the
magiftrates, and procured an order for his im-
prifonment.  Soon after this, a profecution
took place in confequence of the teftament that
had been forged in favour of the Marquis
Maurigi : the protetion of a nobleman, to
whom he had procured a powerful recommen-
dation while at Naples, prevented him, how-
ever, from being condemned to the galleys;
and he was a&ually fet at liberty, on condition
of immediately departing from Palermo.

Being thus once more obliged to abandon
the city which gave him birth, he repaired, in
company with his wife, to Malta; where he
: D2 is
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is faid to have fupported bimfelf for fome
time by the fale of his pomade for.improv-
ing the complexion: but the commodity
from which he drew his moft certain revenue
appears to have been—=his wife !

At the end of three months he left that
ifland alfo. Let us here make a fhort digref-
fion:—How comes it about that this man could
never remain for any confiderable time in any
one country whatever? And how was it pof:
fible that he could tranfport himfelf with fuch
facility from one end of Europe to another?
“We can only anfwer as to the fact.— His travels,
his voyages, his vagabond kind of life, are known
to all the world. To an unquiet and turbulent
fpirit, he added a paflion for wandering: and
this paflion was not unaccompanied with its
peculiar advantages ; _for he was thus fuddenly
removed from his cenfors, his creditors, and
his enemies.

From Malta he paffed over to Naples, where
he remained for feveral months ; and he there
ence more found his advantage in pretending
to an extraordinary knowledge in the {cience
of chemiftry, and the myfteries of the cabala.

Among others, he got acquainted in that city
with a merchant and a prieft, who became both
- enamoured of his pretended difcoveries. The

| merchant

-
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merchant was rich; the monk governed him;
and our adventurer perceiving it to be for his
intereft torule his new friend without the in-
convenience attendant upon a rival, attempted
to fupplant the boly father, and fucceeded ac-
cordingly. ' ,
Having thus acquired .the undivided efteem
of this imple man, he found no great difficul-
ty in borrowing large fums from him, promif-
ing in return to make him acquainted with thofe
fciences which he dignified with the epithet of
Jublime. At this period, in compliance with the
defires of L.orenza, he invited his father-in-law,
and his wife’s brother, to Naples ; the latter of
whom he was prevailed upon to take under his
prote&tion. This young man was handfome, -
and had an engaging air: Balfamo therefore
formed the defign of matching him with a lady
poflefling fimilar qualities, that he might rear
her up in the fame manner as he had done
Lorenza, and acquire the fame advantages by
means of her beauty. He was well affured that,
with two females fo excellently educated, he could
"not fail of procuring immenfe fums.
Accorppanied. by his wife, and his brother-
in-law, he left Naples, and fet off for France.
Having arrived at Marfeilles, they determined
to remain in that city for fome time. Balfamo

D3 found
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found an opportunity,during his refidence there,
of gaining the confidenceof alady who, although
the was ofd, had not as yet entircly abandoned
the idea of gallantry. Having perceived her
Joible, he determined not to let fuch an op-
portunity efcape his vigilance; and whether
it was that the beldame became enamoured of
him, or that he feigned to be attached tq her,
it fo happened, that an intimacy and attach-
ment took place between them. He himfelf
has avowed, without any referve whatever, that
he received abundance of prefents from her,
fome in money, and others in effets.

This lady, who had been formerly very hand-
fome, had a lover during her youth, who ftill
refided in her neighbourhood ; and, notwith-
ftanding his advanced age, exhibited fymptoms
of the ftrongeft jealoufy at her partiality for
Balfamo. The old lady was determined how-
ever to lofe neither of her adorers ; the one, be-
caufe he was in the vigour of youth; the other,
becaufe he was exccflively wealthy. She ac-
cordingly fuggefted to the firft the means of
foftening the afperity of the fecond. The an. -
cient lover ftill felr all the ardour bf affeion
for his charmer ; but he perceived with horror
that age had furrowed his cheek, and en-
fecbled his pleafures. Balfamo tgok advan-

tage
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tage of this, and promifed by means of a che-
mical operation to reftore him to the full vi-
gour of youth and enjoyment; and as this de-
crepit gallant was feized with the mania of dif-
covering the philofopher’s ftone, the pretended
philofopher had the moft ample opportunity of
deceiving him at his own eafe. He accordingly
made him acquainted with feveral operations
which he performed by means of his alembic,
and amufed him_with the promife of difcover-
ing the fecret of making gold. In the mean
time, he extratted confiderable fums from him
under pretence of purchafing the ingredients, :~
which he pretended to be exceedingly expen-
five. ‘

While every. thing went on in this profper-
ous manner, Balfamo did not lofe fight of the
proje& which he had formed in behalf of his
brother-in-law, He had introduced him as a
Roman cavalier, poffefling a large fortune; and
the better to fupport this importance, he had
clothed him in the moft fumptuous and extra-
vagant apparel. In the mean time, he himfelf
pafled for an officer of rank ; and always af.
" feCed to appear drefled in the Pruflian uni-
‘form, which Agliata had gqualified him to wear.

All this deception was intended to bring

D4 ) about
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.about a match between the Roman cavalier

and one of the daughters of his female friend,
who was about eighteen years of age. He him-
felf accordingly demanded the young Jady in
form from her mother, who was quite enchant-
ed with the honour of an alliance with him,
The marriage however did not take place, ow-

ing to the obftinate refiftance of Lorenza and:

her brother. }t would be here unneceflary to
mention the brutality and cruel .treatment
which both of them affirm to have experiented
from Balfamo on account of this refufal ; the
truth of their declaration is fufficiently gua-
rantied by the tranfports of rage natural to a
man of his charaéter, on feeing himfelf deprived
of fuch a fine opportunity of acquiring wealth.

The time for accomplifhing the wifhes of the
a/d beau was now nearly elapfed, .and it became
neceflary to come to fome refolution how to act
upon the occafion. This was not difficule :
Balfamo perfuaded him that he had juft re-
ceived intelligence that his father-in-law was
fuddenly feized with a dangerous malady at -
Rome, and that it was abfolutely neceffary that
he fhouid immediately. repair to that capital.
This excufe alfo ferved for the enamoured lady :.
and that he might proceed with greater dili-
A gencg
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gence on his journey, and return with more
celerity, they prefented him with, an excellent
.travelling carriage, and a large fum of money.
Having converted the carriage into dollars 1
3t Barcelona, Balfamo, with his wife and her
brother, pafled through Valencia, and arrived
at Alicant. M. Sachi, a furgeon, publithed a
letter at Strafbourg,.in 1782, in which he afferts
that he entertained and attended on Caglioftro,
his wife, and brother-in-law, during their refi-
dence in Valencia, where he firft affumed the
name of Don Thifcio, wore the uniform of a
lieutenant, and pretended to be a native of Na-
ples. He adds that, being driven from that city,
they departéd for Alicant, where Don Thifcio
experienced the moft humiliating reception.
" . In confequence of this, Balfamo proceeded
to Cadiz, where he found another famatic in the
myfteties of chemiftry, Having introduced
himfelf with his ufual effrontery to this new
dupe, he tricked him out of a bill of exchange
for ané thoufand crowns, under the ordinary
pretext of procuring the ingredients neceffary
for the compofition of the philofopher’s ftone,
Befides this, he received a prefent of a curious
gold repeater; and was adroit enough to make
}}imfclf mafter of another, which the. unfufpi-
) ' cious

L
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cious merchant took out of his cafket on pur~
pofe to thew him.

In the courfe of his interrogatories, he could
not deny part of thefe fa&s; but he affirmed
that he had received the watch, fome money,
and the moft hofpitable entertainment during all
the time he remained at Cadiz, as a reward
proceeding from the woluntary generofity of the
donor, on account of the valuable chemical fe-
crets which he had communicated to him.

Before his departure from that city he quar-
selled with his brother-in-law, under pretence
that he had ftolen fome of his property ; and
dreading left his hoft fhould perceive his im-
pofture, he and his wife foon after departed for
London. It was during his fecond refidence
in the capital of England, that he got ac-
quainted with 2 Mr. Sc——t and a Mrs.
F y, both of them addi&ted to gambling in
_ the lottery. He informed them that he pofiefled
the {cience of divination ; that he could predic
with certainty the numbers that would be deli-
vered daily from the wheel; and that he pofs
fefled even the art of making gold #,

[} _ . By

* Caglioftro, while in England, aﬂi;‘méd that he pofleff-
ed an Egyptian MS, containing many curious cabaliftical
opcrationa.
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By thefe means he was enabled to procure
large fums of money from thefe credulous peo-
ple; but as neither of them was enabled to
realize the promifes of Balfamo, they atlength
perceived the impofture which had been prac-
tifed againft them, and made application to a
court of juftice for redrefs. In confequence of
this law-fuijt ‘he was frequently imprifoned#,

and

operations, by the aid of which he was able to ealculate
chances, and afcertain the numbers that would turn up in
the courfe of each day’s drawing. It is pofitively afferted
that he was lucky enough to announce the numbers 55 and
§7, during his refidence in Whitcomb-ftreet, in 1776, to the
perfons indicated above, by which they procured a very
Jarge fum of money, It has alfo been faid, that certain
people, not content with the ufufrué of his abilities, applied
to a perfon in the commiffion of the peace for Weftmin(ter,
who aftually granted a warrant againit Caglioftro, on the
charge of witcheraft, and thus got poffeflion of the curious

MS. which however they were incapable of ufing. T.
® Tt is well known that Caglioftro was confined for fome
"time in the King’s Bench. After regaining his liberty he
found himfelf arrefted fo often, that he at length actually
hired apartments in the houfe of Saunders, a fheriffs officer,
in Warwick-court, Gray’s ion. During this period he was
{o haraffed by the tricks of certain pettifoggers, who ima-
gined he poflefled immenfe wealth, that fome refpeétable
people interfered in his behalf, and moved the Court of
King’s Bench againft this confpiracy of the low retainers of

;!xg law.

Among
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and was not liberated till after a very tedious
and expenfive procefs. . ’
It was' in that metropolis, and about this
very time, that he began to conceive that pro-
Je& which he afterwards carried into execution,
and which foon after made fuch a noife all over:
" Europe. Having for fome time affociated with
the free mafons, and been, admitted into all
their lodges, he formed the defign of inftitut-
ing a new fe&, of which we fhall hereafter give
a more ample detail : at prefent we fhall con-
fine ourfelves to thofe circumftances which are
neceflary to the knowledge of his hiftory.
Balfamo foon -perceived that he could not
difcover a better fource of impofture than that
of a new f{yftem of mafonry; and that it might
have a more fure and more extenfive effe&, he
was determined to give it all the charms of
novelty. He accordingly prefcribed rules,

Among other law-fuits, he had a ver;: remarkable one.
with a Mr. Scott and a Mifs Fry, that was referred to the-
arbitration of the late Mr, Howarth; in confequence of
which that gentleman ordered a diamond necklace, bought
at a pawnbroker’s in Princes-ftreet, and faid to have been
prefented to Madame Caglioftro on purpofe to propitiate the
numerical fkill of her -hufband, to be returned to the donor,

The Count was on this occafion condemned to pay the cofts
of fuit, T, '

» R formed
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formed regulations, and.invented the neceflary
ceremonies. It is difficult to determine to what
a length the blindnefs and folly of mankind
-may be carried ; it is fufficient here merely to
mention, that he confeffed, during his interro-
sgatories, that he procured a prodigious number
of difciples, all of whom acknowledged. him
as their chief and their mafter. This is the
origin of that celebrity which has made his
name fo well known in every quarter of the
globe, and which has occafioned fo much con
je€ture for a number of years.

A lucky combination of circumftances tended
not a little to the accomplifhment of his grand
obje¢t : his converfation, his manner of living,
and his -appearance, all contributed to the pro-
pagation of his tenets.

About this time he adopted the name of Cag-
lioftro, and affumed the title of Count ; he was
alfo extremely fcrupulous to conceal his origin,

-his fituation, and his age. To fome he affirmed
that he was born before the deluge, and to

‘others that he had affifted at the marriage at
‘Cana in Galilee. Sometimes he gave ourt that
he was born at Malta; and fometimes that he
was the fon of the grand mafter, by a princefs
‘of Trebifonde. He fpoke of his travels, his
ftudies, his lcarning, in a manner at once em-

' phatic
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phatic and fublime #. His converfation was
ufually replete with his travels in Arabia,
Egypt, and other diftant parts of the globe.
He would alfo frequently mention his difcove-
ries in regard to the pyramids, and the various
fecrets of nature of which he had obtained a
knowledge.

He wauld fometimes preferve a myfterious
filence; and when his name or his condition was
demanded, he would anfwer, ¢« I am what I
am ;” and after repeated requefts and fupplica-
tions he would at length condefcend to fhew
his cypher, which was reprefented by the de-
vice of a ferpent pierced by an arxow, and bolding
an apple in its mouth.

We muft not here forget his pretended ac-
quifitions in the fciences of chemiftry and me-
dicine, of which he boafted fo much, and which

* The Tranflator has learned from a perfon of diftinc-
tion, who was well acquainted with Caglioftro, that his
converfation was only calculated to captivate the vulgar, -
He generally fpoke in an evafive and ambiguous ftyle, and
affected to make all his r¢fponfes with an oracular obfcurity,
His great art confifted in uttering certain vague and incom-
prehenfible fentences, fo that the imagination of his pupils

. might interpret in their own manner whatever they could
not underftand. Reafon is clear and perfpicueus, but it has
no effet except on the minds of an enlightened few ; the
jargon of impofture is always unintelligible, and on this very
account it exercifes its empire over the multitude. T.

con=
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contributed not a lictle to the importance which
he affixed to his name and his perfon. The world
fwarms with fanatics who believe every thing in
regard to the firft of thefe arts*: the defire of
becoming fuddenly rich by acquiring the fecret
of making gold, and of prolonging life by means
of the philofopher’s ftone 4, flattered the avarice
and the felf-love of a prodigious number of
perfons. In regard to medicine, forrune was
exceedingly favourable to him, and he atually
fucceeded in the cure of fome difcafes. Bur in
truth his knowledge did not furpafs that which
is acquired by every guack and noftrum-monger.
In fine, no perfon became rich by his means,
and yet he himfelf acquired immenfe fums
by his numerous impofitions. A liquor to
which he gave the appellation of Egyptian
wine, and a compofition which was called the
Reftorative Powders of Count Caglioftro, were fome
of the fecrets of which he boafted. But the
pomade for the complexion was the difcovery on
which he piqued himfelf moft; knowing well
that it was the fure means of acquiring the cre-

* In Germany and Italy in particular.

§ The boly fathers here difcover their ignorance of al-
chemy, as it is the univerfal panacea which is to enfure the
continuance of exiftence by warding off the progrefs of dif-
cafe. T. '
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dit and the efteem of that half of the human
race which is defirous always to appear young
in the eyes of the other.

The train of fervants with which he was now
furrounded *, correlponded with his affeted
confequence. When he travelled, he was al-
ways accompanied by a numerous jfuite of cou-
riers, lacqueys, walets-de-chambre ; in fine, by
domeftics of all kinds, who being well mounted
and clothed, gave an air of credibility to the
high birth of which he fo much boafted. The
liveries, which were made in Paris, coft twen=.
ty Jouis d'ors each. His apartments were fur-
nithed in the moft clegant and coftly ftyle;
a table magnificent in regard to its decorations
was of ealy accefs to his numerous guefts ; and
the elegant and ¢xpenfive clothes worn by him-
felf and his lady, correfponded to the luxury
that appeared every where around them.

His oftentatious generofity made a great
noife ; he often attended the poor gratis, and
even prefented them with money, Several of
‘his difciples in mafonry, who carried their at-
tachment to a pitch little fhort of adoration,
frequently offered him magnificent pre-fcnts,

* This muft allude to the time whcn the Count rdidad
in Sloane-ftreet, nghtibx idge. T.

.‘but
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but he himfelf conftantly refufed therh: how- .
cver he {o contrived it, that he would fometimes
appear before his friends plunged in the moft - .
profound melancholy ; and on their demanding
the reafon, the Countefs would call them afide,
and impart to them in confidence the embar-
raffments of her lord, either on account of the
delay of his remittances, a theft that had been
juft committed upon his property, or fome
other accident of the like nature. She always
took care to conclude by obferving, that the
pride and delicacy of the Count, joined to
the defire which he entertained of doing all
poflible good to the human race, without the
profpe of any return whatever, made him
conftantly refufe the affiftance of his friends.
The pupils of Caglioftro becoming enrap-
tured at the difintereftednefs of their mafter,
were fure to open their purfes upon thefe
occafions; conjuring the lady at the fame
time to convey their prefents in fuch a manner
as fhould preclude the Count from &lufbing at
the tribute which they paid to his extraordinary
- talents. By means of thefe and other fimilar
deceptions, of which we fhall fpeak hereafter,
~ he was enabled to procure whatever money he
ftood in need of.
It was thus by means of mafonry, feconded
E by
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by fome other lueky incidents, that this adven~
turer was enabled to procure a celebrity, of
which a parallel has not occurred in the hiftory
of impoftors. Who could imagine that a man of
this defcription fhould have been received with
refpect in fome of the moft enliglitened cities in
Europe ? That he fhould have been regarded
as a ftar propitious to the human race, as a new
prophct, and as a type and reprefentation of the
Divinity 2 That he fhould have approached
thrones? That haughty grandees fhould have
become his humble fuitors, and nobles paid
him the moft profound veneration ?

Thefe facts however cannot be denied. Such
was the popular delufion, that in France, and
indeed in moft countries, his portrait and thas
of his wife were to be feen every where, on
faos, on rings, on fnuif-boxes, and on medal-
lions. His buft was cut in marble, eaft in
bronze, and placed in the palaces of the nobi-
lity. Even this was not fufficient; for under
thefe appeared an infcription in letters of gold,
denoting them to reprefent the DIVINE CAG-
LIOSTRO.

Having inftituted a new fet of free mafons
in London, as we have already mentioned, he
departed for the Hague. ‘Chere having, as.

ufual, propagated the rumour of his caba-
3 " ' litticak
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liltical difcoveries, he took advantage of the
avarice of a Dutchman, who was anxious to
increafe his fortune by means of the other’s
fkill in prognoftication. Under this pretence
he cozened him out of a fum of from four to
five hundred crowns. The Dutchman, being in
pofleffion of the pretended fecret, immediately
haftens to Bruflels, where the lottéry was about
to begin drawing ; and Caglioftro, profiting by
his abfence, takes an opportunity to leave the
Hague. He then paffed into Italy ; and arriv-
ing at Venice, affumed the ticle of the Marquis
de Pellegrini. The difcovery of fome chemi-
cal fecrets gained him the confidence of a
merchant of that city, from whom he found
means to procure a thoufand fequins ; affuring |
him, with the moft bare-faced impudence, that
he would tedch him the art of making gold,
of changing hemp into filk, and of fixing mer-
cury. After this fraud, which could not fail of
being {peedily difcovered, he faw the neceffity .
of quitting Venice, and even Italy.
Having returned into Germany, after refid-
. ing for fome time in feveral different cities on
the Continent, he refolved to take up his abode
in Courland. At Mittau he attracted the at-
tention of feveral people of high rank, who
were led by his reputation, which now began
E 2 to
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to be con{picuous, to regard him as an extraor-
dinary perfon, ¢ I did not fail,” faid he, ir
the courfe of his interrogateries, ¢ to fuftain
the charatter of the great perfonage which -
they enabled me to affume ; and I was carefulon
this oceafion to conduét myfelf after the man«
ner of a man brought up in a court,” He now
received vifits from the grandees, and paid them
in return. A nobleman having become ene
amoured of Madam Caglioftro, fhe at firlt ap-
peared.to be cruel ; but although the hufband,
ever fince the time that he began to acquire
celebrity by his fublime difcoveries in ma-
fonry, had fet an extraordimary value on the
Countefs, and endeavoured to make her ap-
. pear a refpeCtable woman, yet he could not
refrain from being tempted upon the prefent
occafion by the riches of .the lover. He ac-
cordingly perfuaded his wife to be favourable
to his paffion.

In the mean time Caglioftro, by means of his
mafonry, began to gaia an afcendency over the
minds of a great number of the nobility, and
fucceeded in infpiring the inhabitants of Cour-
land with an averfion to their fovereign. Their
attachment to his perfon was carried to fuch an
excefs, that he began to form a party in the
duchy, and had attually the ambition of afpir=

ing
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ing to the throne *, from whence they offered
to drive the prefent poffeflor. He pretends
that he had virtue “enough to refift the tempta-
“tion, and that he refufed the proffered boon
from the refpect, due to fovereigns, His
wife has affured us, that his refufal was pro-
duced by the refleion that his impoftures
would be foon difcovered. However that may
have been, this much is certain—that he did
not let this opportunity efcape of colle&ting a
prodigious number of prefents, in gold, filver,
and money. Being in poffeffion of thefe riches, he.
defc Mittau, and repaired to St. Peterfburgh.
After a fhort refidence in that city4, during’
which

* Does it not appear probable that Caglioftro has here,
as well as in many other places, found means to impofe even
upon the holy fathers themfelves ? Is it to be fuppofed that he
would have afpired to a fovereignty, of which Marthal Saxe,
although feconded by one of the greateft princefles in Eu-
rope, could not procure the pofleffion ? or that the nobles of
.Courland would. have encircled the brow of an advcnturcr
with the ducal crown ? T,

+ It has been afferted with fome degree of probability that
Caglioftro found but little encouragement for the difplay
of his genius in the frozen regions of the north. While on
the frontiers, he announced himfelf as a colonel in the fer-
vice of Spain; but the minifter of that court protefted
againft his commiffion, and obliged him to abdicate his mi-

. E; litary
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which he prattifed chemiftry and medicine, he
departed for Warfaw ; and, on his arrival there,
made ufe of all his artifice to deceive a prince
to whom he found means to be introduced.
Seduced by the tricks difplayed by Caglioftro
relative to his mafonry, which appeared to have
an intimate connetion with magic, he ap-
peared exceedingly defirous to acquire a know-
ledge of this fcience; and was anxious above all
things to obtain a devi/ from this pretended
mag‘cian, whom he might have always at his
command.

~ Caglioftro puffed him up a long time with
the expeQation of fulfilling this ridiculous pro~
mife, and atually procured prefents from him
to the amount of feveral thoufand crowns.
The prince at-length perceiving that there was
no hope of retaining one of the infernal fpirits
in his fervice, wifed to make himfelf mafter of
the eartbly affeitions of the Countefs; but in
this too he was difappoimted, as the lady pofi-
tively refufed to comply with his defires. Find-

litary rank. He was then under the neceffity of paffing for a
ftranger who had acquired uncommon fkill in the fciences of
chemiftry and medicing. M. Rogerfon, firft phyfician ta
the Emprefs, at length unmafked the impoftor ; for the pre-
teaded pupil of the fchool of Hermes could not withftand
the arguments of the leamned ftudent of Edinburgh, T.
ing
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ing himfelf thus balked in both his attempts, he

sbandoned every other fentiment except that

of revenge; and intimidated our adventurer and

his wife in fuch a manner by his menaces, that .
they were obliged to reftore his prefents, and

abandon Warfaw.

They then took the road to Franckfort, and
after a fhort ftay there proceeded to Straf-
burg. The fabulous palladizm was never re-
ceived with more reverence than they experi-
enced inthat city. The repuration of our hero
had preceded him; and he was loaded with
careffes, overwhelmed with applaufe, and re-
ceived with every demonftration of joy. During
his refidence there he contratted a friendfhip
with a perfon of diftintion, and was vifited by
him with the utmoft cesemony. In a fhort time
be acquired fuch a defpotic empire over the
mind of this illuftricus perfonage, that he be-
came his tyrant *: thus all his defigns were
eafily accomplifhed.

Caglioftro

* The talian editor has been careful to conccal the name of
this perfon, merely becaufe he is a dignitary of the church of
~Rome. We however have no fcruple to declare that it was
an archbithop and a cardinal, a fecular and an ecclefiattical
prince ; in fine, Louis de Rohan, who at that time had the
lee of Strafburg committed to his pious fuperintendance.
Since that period, he has experienced the honour of being
imprifoned on fufpicion of being concemed ia the robbery of

' E4 ) the
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" Caglioftrovufed to fay to his wife, ¢ I with to
get poffeflion of his head ; you muft take care’
of the remainder of his body.” The vi&tim
readily fell into the double fnare which was
thus laid for him ; and it may be fairly faid that
+ he was placed between two fires, in fuch a man-
ner that efcape was become impoflible. He
accordingly lavifhed immenfe fums upon this
wirtuous pair ; fome rich prefents ftill remain, as
teltimonies of the generofity and magnificence
of the donor.

To complete his folly, on the reprefentation
of Caglioftro he agreed to eret a {mall edifice,
in which he was to experience a phyfical rege-
neration, and to become young again, by his
wonderful operations. This was the funda-
mental impofture of his Egyptian mafonry »
and the fum of twenty-thoufand francs was ac~
tually paid him, on purpofe to accomplith the
undertaking.

~ Among other dupes, there was a certain lady

.

the famous diamond necklace, of being driven withignominy
from his archbifhopric, and of having affembled an army of
marauders cn the frontiers of France, with whom he has
more than once threatened .to undertake a predatory expe-
dition againft a country, that by its late glorious revolution
has humbled the defpotifin of the nobles, and taught man to
refpect the dignity of man. T,

wha
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who made a journey to Strafburg, exprefsly for
the purpofe of adoring this new idol in perfon,
On this occafion, as on all others, where there
was an opportunity of ¢onverfing with the di-
vine man, the experienced the wonderful effets
of his virtues, and foon after actually exhibited
the fruits of them. .

At length, however, he left Strafburg, laden
with an immenfe booty. In a memorial which
he afterwards prefented to the parliament of
Paris, he pretends to have fet off with great
precipitation for Naples, on receiving intelli-
gence that one of his friends was on his death-
bed, and that he actually received his laft breath.
In his anfwer to the interrogatories before the
Inquifition, he however afferted that he was
obliged to leave Strafburg on account of the
perfecutions which he experienced from the
phyficians of that city.

This much is certain—that from Strafburg
he paffcd into Italy, and vifited Naples. His.
ftay in that city was not long, as he remained
there no more than three months.

He withed to infinuate, during his examina-
tion, that he would not have departed fo fpeed-
ily, had it not been on account of the warm fo-
licitations which he reccived from the Count
de Vergennes, who preffed him to return to

France,
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France. It would be doing an injury to the
memory of that illuftrious minifter to give the
leaft credit to this affertion ; befides, it does not
tally with what he himfelf acknowledged to the
parliament of Paris*, He at that time afferted
that he was induced to leave Naples from

* The Tranflator will not vouch for the authenticity of
Caglioftro's affertion concerning his correfpondence with the
Count de Vergennes while at Naples. This much, hawever,
is certain—that the original of the following letter, fuppofed
to be written while C. refided at Strafburg, was publithed
during the life of the minifter, and never publicly contra-
dicted. T.

Tranflation of a letter from M. the Count de Vergennes, fecre
tary of flate for foreign affairs, te M. Gerrard of Straf-

burg.
Perfailles, 13th March, 183.

¢ THE Count de Caglioftro is not perfonally known to me,
Sir ; but common report fpeaks fo loudly in his favour, ever
fince he fettled in your city, that humanity requires that
he fhould be treated with regard, and at leaft experience
tranquillity. The circumftance of his being a ftranger, added
to the good which he is faid to have done, is a double title
to your proteftion, and that of the magiftrates over whom
you prefide, M. Caglioftro onlylentrcatl peace and fecurity ;
and thefe being infured by the laws of hofpitality, I am
fufficiently acquainted with your natural difpofition to know
that you will maintain him in the enjoyment of both, and of
all other advantages which he may perfonally deferve.
« I have the honeur to be, &c.
(Signed) DE Vereennes.”
the
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the jealoufy which he had raifed in the brealts of
the medical men of that city, on account of the
extraordinary cures which he had performed ;
and that he had repaired from thehce to Bour-
deaux, with a defign of returning into England.
His wife however has contraditted both of
thefe affertions; and declared that the real mo-
tive of his departure was, becaufe he found that
country unfavourable to his {fyftem of mafonry.
" Having thus taken the road towards France,
he at length arrived at Bourdeaux, where he ex-
ercifed his two profeffions of medicine and ma-
fonry ; without, however, renouncing his old
habits of roguery and deception. It was about
this period that he played off one of thofe tricks
for which he was fo famous ; the particulars of
~ which are yet recounted with the utmoft refpet
by his deluded followers. - '
Having fallen into a dangerous bilious com- -
plaint, on account of the chagrin which he
had experienced at being forbid to enter the
houfe of a married lady whom he loved to
diftration, he beheld his bed conftantly fur-
rounded by his pupils in Egyptian mafoory,
One day, pretending to awake from a profeund
lethargy, he informed them that he had had a
celeftial vifion. We fhall here mention the cir-
cumftances which he then communicated, and

which

Digitized by GOOg IQ



6o THE LIFE OF

which he afterwards confeffed in the courfe of
his procefs.

He informed them that he thought he was
feized by the neck by two perfons, who drag-
ged him by force into a fubterraneous building,
A door then opened of its own accord ; and he
was inftantly conveyed into a moft charming
apartment, which he compared to a royal faloon
magnificently illuminated, in which a grand
feftival was celebrating. All the affiftants were
clothed in white robes, which defcended to
their feet; and he recolleted among them many
of his difciples in mafonry who were no more.

He immediately thought that, being deli-

~vered from the evils of this world, he was at
-length arrived in Paradife. A long robe is
prefented to him, and a fword like to that
which is ufually placed in the hand of the ex-
terminating angel. He advances; and, dazzled
by the radiance around him, he proftrates him-
felf, and offers up his thanks to the Supreme
Being for having conferred fuch happinefs upon
him. But at this inftant he hears an unknown
voice exclaim—r¢¢ Behold what thy recompence
fhall be; but, to acquire this, it is neceffary that
thou fhouldft ftilllabour.”—And thus his vifion
ended; which, if weare to believe himfelf, ferved
to ftrengthen him in his refolution of propagat-

ing
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ing his tenets with redoubled ardour : however,
if we are to give credit to his wife, this was no-
thing more than a fabulous narration, which he
invented merely for the purpofe of confirminghis
pupils in their obedience, and of making them-
ftill more attached to the myfteries of his fyfe
tem. o

Whatever'might have been the motives, the
effects were peculiarly advantageous ; as a wi-
dow lady of birth was fo far feduced by this,
and fome other impofitions, that he found
means of tricking her out of five thoufand
crowns.

From Bourdeaux he travelled to Lyons. The
foundation of a mother lodge in that latter city,
occupied his labours during three months, His
zeal for the propagation of his opinions, how-
ever, did not prevent him from raifing a contri-
bution of four or five hundred Jouis d’ors, under -
pretence of communicating fome chemical pre-
parations to his difciples. Thefe fecrets, as
ufual, confifted in the transformation of metals,
the compofition of gold, &c. &c. Some experi-
ments on mercury were however the fole proofs
which he gave them of his proficiency in the
fcience of metallurgy ; and his difciples found
themfelves unable to perform thofe grand che-
_mical operations which he pretended to teach

: them,

Digitized by (.;008 le



62 - THE LIFE OF

them, To prevent their reproaches, he fome-
times made ufe of onc pretence, and fome-
times of another; but he generally had the
effrontery to affirm that their failure was
produced by their fins, their murmurs, and
their incredulity. Intoxicated as it were with
the magic ' of his Egyptian mafonry, they
received the reproaches of their grand mafter
with the fame refped as the refponfes of an
oracle, and became more and more entangled
in the labyrinth of abfurdity.

At length behold him arrived at Paris, where
he foon became the object of general conver-
fation, regard, and efteem. We mean to fpeak
here only of the famous intrigue of the diamond
trecklace.  Amidt all that has been faid on this
fubje& by the gazettes, and the hiftories of
the times, we fhall confine ourfelves to the re-
cital of a few facts which we are able to repeat
without the poffibility of being deceived.

It is difficult to decide whether, in this cele-
brated affair, Madame de la Mottc*, or the

Count

* To fuch as may not be acquainted with the hiftory of this
fingular character, it will be neceflary to recite a few partia
culars of her life, Her maiden name was Feanne de Saint
Remy de Valois : fhe claims her defcent from Henry IV. of
whom ene of her female ancefiors was the miftrefs, She

was
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Count Caglioffro, had the greateft fhare of
glory. Itis certain, however, that both of them
acquired uncommon ec/at, and indeed attempts.
ed to furpafs each other. We cannot affirm
that they a&ed in concert on this memorable
‘occafion ; we can however with fafety affert,
that Caglioftro was well acquainted with the de-
figns of this woman, fo wonderfully formed for
intrigue, and that he always kept his eye ftea-
dily fixed upon the famous necklace. He cer-
tainly perceived, and has indeed confefled in
his interrogatories, that he was acquainted with

was born at Fontette, on the 22d of July 1756 ; and, when
marriageable, was united to Comte de la Motze. Having
found means, on account of her d/r¢b, to be admitted to fome
degree of intimacy with the Queen of France, fhe is ac-
cufed of having projefted the plan of procuring the famous
diamond necklace by means of the agency of the Cardi-
nal de Rohan. On the difcovery of that myfterious tranfe
action fhe was arrefted; and committed, on the 2gth of May
1786, to the Baftille. She was afterwards removed to the
Salpetricre, a houfe of correétion for loofe women ; from
which having efcaped in a very extraordinary manner, the
repaired to England, and publithed 2 Memo:r, in which the
pretended to develope the whole of this intrigue.

Having contratted feveral debts, fhe is reported to have
broke her leg about three months fince, in attempting to ef-
cape from a fheriff’s officer ; and is adtually faid to be at this
moment confined in the King’s Bench prifon, on account of
a trifling debt. F,

all
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all the manceuvres which fhe put in practice to
accomplifh her criminal defigns. Let us not,
therefore, rob Caglioftro of the glory of having
employed the utmoft efforts of his genius in
profiting by her abilities.
The whole affair was at length difcovered,
He had forefeen this; and wifhed to have evad-
ed the .inevitable confequences attendant on
detettion : but it was now too late. The officers
of the police were perfuaded, that without his
aid this piecé of roguery and deception could
never have been carried on ; and he was ar-
refted, and imprifoned in the Baftile. He, how
ever, did not lofe courage: he even found
means to corrupt his guards, and to eftablith a
correfpondence with the other prifoners who
were confined along with him. It was owing to
this that they were enabled to be uniform in
the an{wers which they gave in to the various
interrogatories to which they were obliged to
reply.
Caglioftro, who has recounted the whole of
the circumftances to us, has added, of his own
accord, that he denied every thing to his judges
with the utmoft intrepidity ; and exhibited fuch
. & famenefs in his replies, that, on Madame de la

Motte’s being confronted with him, and find-
" ing herfelf unable to quath his evidence, fhe
: became
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became fo furious, that fhe threw a candleftick
at his head..in the prefence. of all his Judges.
By this means he was declared innocent. . -
Our readers. perhaps will not be difpleafed at
the narrative of his life, which he delivered to
the judges while imprifoned .in the Baftile;
we fhall here recapitulate the particulars. He.
pretended that Altotas had acted as a Mentor
to him, and thatin the firft part of his life there
were fome particulars which had all .the air and
appearance of a romance. He confefled that he
was unacquainted either with his parents.or his
country ; but he imagined himfelf to be of an
illuftrious family, and fuppofed that he. was born
at Naples. He afferted: that ac an age when
he firt bécame confcious of his exiftence, he
found himfelf in the city of Medina, was called
Acharat, and lived in the houfe of the- Mufd
Salaahym. He was attended by two ;eunuchs,
and treated with the utmoft deference and re-
fpect. Altotas was his governor; in fiae, he
had the whole fuperintendance of his conduét.
This fage educated him in the principles of the
Chriftian religion ; and informed him that his
parents, who were noble, profefled the fame
faith. He taught him botany and phyfic; he
inftruted him ia a great number of the orien-

F cerning
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ékrning the pyramids of Egypt, which are thd
epbiitaries of the moft-precious knowlcdoe hpa
pcrtalmig to ankind. - R
¢ left Medina at ewelve years ~of' age, ’hls
sbfence -being bittetly bewailed by the. Mufti,
and his fteps condudted by Altocas. - They res
phired -t Méccd; with the caravan; “and lodged
With" thes therif, . - The meeting of: this:.prince
. and youhg Achurat, 'forms an - epiflode, worthy
bf the Trage. - - T deary( thé careffes,  the ten:
8€r: crhotions of -phremal affeition, revealed
thé ‘gritid miyftér§?of whar illuftrions birth of
Whith * Balfamo ‘#4d ' -always ' boafted.. He re-
fathedthiree: yess beloved and sladok adored
Y théPrinee s and then ifis young Telema-
thusdeparted in company with s Mentor for
Egypest *Nothing tould be mrore affeing than
e Yarewel - that teok place between him ard
wlie fherif : Adieu, unfortunate fon of nature! were
the Tult ‘words which this fovereign addreffed
t0 hith. “Aochatat mrade many important difco-
veries i Egypt; and thofe who prefided over
the’ ‘m‘yﬁerxes of Tteligion -coneealed none of
their fecrets from his enquiries. In fine, -in
‘the courfe of - three years, he travelled ovér the
prifcipal €mpires of Afia amd Africa. From '
Rbddes he failed For Malta, where the rigorots
"ebferviiee of quarantine being difpenfed with,
LR A he
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he was:regeived into efie: palace of thé grand
mafter, and. confided to the care of a chevalier of:
high rank -and family.. Az thar .period Altotas.
having. thrown afide .his. muffulman’s. drefs,.
appeared a catholic, a prieft,.and a knight of
Malta; and the youngAchardt: wasat.the,
fame time declared. Count: Caglioftro. : - He:
now acquired the friendfhip «of -feveral perfons.
of diftin&ion, and had the honour of; beigg. in-.
troduced ‘to the ‘moft ‘iltuftrious. fodieties. At
length Altotas died in the arms of his pupil ;.
impartinig; in his laft ‘motmerits, the moft im-
portadt -intelligence ta him  concerhing- the.
kingdom: of . Trebifonde, of. which.be:had be--
fore heard.:from- the--black: eunuch who  had,
watchbed aver his infancy ; and .alfo from the:
grand ‘mafter, who had fpoken to him many
times about the fherif of Mecca. In fine, Cag-
lioftro, ‘after , having vifited Sicily and Naples,
~ in company with a knight of Malta, t0dk leave’
of his eompanion in that ciry, and rq.pmd 1o

Rome. : AU AR T
His defcndcrs, durmtr HIS 1mpr|fonmedc in
the Baftille, prmtcd and circulated this marvel-
lous hiftory.” The: cclcbratcd ‘memorial pre-
fcmcd in his favour tg. 1:hc court bcforc whom
be was tried, had his - porraic finely engraved
Fa in
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in the title page#; while a thoufand particulars
of his fabulous life, reprefented by appofite
{ymbols, lurrounded it.. The advocates of Ma-
dame de la Motte, on. the other hand, endea-
vaoured: to-pull off, the mafk from this hypo-
crite, ‘by-defcribing lim as an ignorant impof-
tot, a mifcteant, a forcerer, and, in a word, as
a2 ‘bero. in: villainy. - - They recapitulated his
crimes, they adduced witnefles to prove his tur-
pitude; and, by way of peroration,-compared
him to the celebrated impoftor Jofeph Borri,
who debauched thoufands by his herefics, re-
ceived almoft divine honours at Strafburg,
was tried -:at- Rome before the Inquifition, by
which he was forced publicly to abjure his er-
rors, and at |cngth died in prifon in 1695+

During

¥ The following verfes were chofen as a motto, and
prlaced bcneath .
¢ Del’ami des humains reconnoiffez les traits.”
¢ Tous{cs jours font marqués par de nouveaux bienfaits,
¢ 11 prolonge la vie, il fecourt ’indigence ;
: ¢ Le plaifir d’dtre utile eft feul fa recompenfe.”

- : T.

4 Jofeph Francis Borri, a chemift, an herefiarch, a phyfi-
cian, and a prophet, was bom at Milan, about the beginoing
ofthe 17th century. After receiving a good education in his
nhtive cuy, he went to Rome, and finithed his ftudies under the

Jeluviea,
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During his trial before the Apoftolic:Chamber,
Caglioftro could not dcny the numeréifs fhlfc-

Jefuits;; who admired hnm as a prodigy on_acenunt,of bis
extraordinary capacny - Like Caglloﬁro, he apphed him-
felf to chemiftry, and like him? is faid to have made fome
difcoveries in that fcience. H:s life tob, whictt-was-not the
moft pure, feems to be another feature in which he refembled
the Count. “ o

It is very remarkable ﬂmt each of thefe ﬁ.xwla; men was
pamcularly favpured at Strafburg; that_ both were tried
by the Inquifition, and both récéived fentcnce of imp:‘xfon-
ment for [ife. - :

Borri is faid to have-tricked Quyeen. Chnt’mz nf Sweden,
and the ng of Denmark, out of large fums of money, under
pretence of lmpamng to them ghe difcovery of the p'hrlofo-
pher’s ﬂone Havmg fled into Hungary, he was felzed by
order of the Emperor, andl defivered up _io the “Pope's nun-
cio, who feit him te Rothe, from -wheice Hé' never re-
turnéd ; having been fhut ug, &f Oeber 1673y in, the naﬁle
of St.' Angelo, in whicly fertrefe-ha died in 1695, . s

It iv. confidently afferted, that the Duke dEiﬁr:c., bavmg
bpen given over by his phyficians, prevaxled bpon his Hoh-
nefs to permit Borri to prefcribe to him ; and thit he was fo
fuccefsful in his applications, that he aftudlly reftored thit
ricbleditinto health,” who: in retum procured hi3-. transfer
from; the dungeons of the Inq\uﬁnon to the fortrefs in which
he: dncd :

The Pretended dnfcovenes of tbls cxtraoxdmary chara&or
are <;ontamed in a book ¥ wntten by him, intitled, «“La Chiave
del Gabinetto,” a duodecm)o volume, printed’ in 168+
which has'fince ferved as the foundation of the .celebrated
romapce called the Conns de Gabahs.-—-pn&mn. Hiftorique

de. 1'Abbe I’Advocat. T.
F 3 hoods
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hoods. which he had ywersd in the courfe of his
sxapinagion . at the!Baftillg, and in_the many
declarations which he had made refpeting his
birth hisrank, aud his travcls ; and hE ‘affured
us. tbat vaiity ,wis . the fole “motive that in-
,duccd hlqtt.o havq‘;gcpur{q to th,c[c impof
sures. - o . o .

It mu{’c here be obfcrvcd that in. 1ookmg
over “his pa ers,a Tma?l"book Was dl[’dovcrcd
wrmep cntxrcly witﬁ Tns owq hand contammg
an abridgment of hls life founded_gpoq this
Syfter of irrrpvftuwy “arkd Johis -het cohfefied- was
cbmp’ol?d' with an inféntiod of fCrvmg as'ma-
) tcna's for - a‘larger hxﬂ'ory, ‘Wwhich "he imended
_to con&qé‘t on “the famg ,Plan. Evcn m t}\e
.cowsis., of l};s..,lntcx:rggatqr;;s, hq: dld np,; faulv
-ofubeing: Rilb faishéud vo his.chara&er,-and: srue
to his attachyment to-iwhavever was marvellous.
’thrr ‘prefied  for” evifence and. proofs of his
Kk ff'rfldq;, ﬁnd‘ng lt"'axfﬁcult to uphold the
fory. wh;ph,hc, had f@brzu;atcd in France, hc
endeavoured . to lmpefer upoen his judges :by
‘means of a néW impofture; for-he aGually: pre-
tended to us to be fprung from Charles -Mur-
tel, the ﬁock ﬁom whxch the ﬁ)vcrexgns of the
Carlovmggan race qrc dcfgcndcd It Is. ra(,hc:
furprifing that he fhould not mentionany thing.
of this while in France,’ as this invention nvight

A SRR TY A B *avc
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bave been; of more -advantage to him; ip,,that
than in.gny.other country ;. hoyvcver, when the;
commlﬁionerp of the Roman, Roptlif dglired,
him o make. out, his genealogy, and.addyce
pr.oofs of his, auguﬂ: birgh, tb;s gr,ofs dqp\;pﬁon
became. mﬁ;antly appasenty. .

In fine, neither, the netariety: of h:s m;ppf-
t_ures,__th_c‘.(lp;g,v_vhxch he had in thc intrigue of
the diamond pecklace, nor. the. praofs .broughty
forward by .his adverfaries, prevented one-qf
the prinsippl asibunals of Erange from declaripg
him ipnocgnt.  Liberated from .prifon, his de-

-hveranca was announcr.d by his dgfqp]qow“!}
_marks of the.moft cxtr,tordxqary joy-:- Exfbin
vals,, balls, J.i.lqmmatwgsnfuscqsécd.thsxhiw,
evept : but their triumph was of fhort duration;;
for on the day after he received an order from
the King,: by whichrhe was-cammandedtod€are
Paris in twcnty -four hours; -and the kingdony: fres
threc weeks, Tn coni’eq‘ucqclc qr ﬂus dxféﬁjouh
event he gerireq sa the village %P.#Iz, which is
about a league diftant from Paris. "Im‘than.,
place thefanaticifm of his -followers was eon-
fplcuouﬂy“difp']‘kﬁdd fdt‘ he“whs~ there vifited?
by feveral” pcrfons of dlmn&xon, and 'B‘y ;tm
prodigiqus. multitude of hispartifaps, who tef-
tified ‘the “meft «profound:: venesation for him,"
Among thefe were certain ladies of galtahts¥s -

Fg4 and
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and particularly a native of St. Domingo, who
being extremely ugly, prefented him with a fum
of money in return for a compofition that was

to make her as young and as beautiful as Hebe.
Having repaired to London, he refolved o
keep his word with his difciples, to whom he
had promifed that he fhould publith a memorial
againft the minifters and the court of ‘France.
He accordingly commenced his career by com-
plaining to the king againft two of his officers,
one “of - whdm wis the’ commiffary Chenon,’
and the other the Marquis de Launay ®, gover-
rior of the Baftille, accufing them of having
enibezzled a large fum of money;-and feveral’

valuable effedts, durmg lus imprifoAment .’
' Thb

9. This nobleman, who onght, on account of his qruelty
and rapacity, to have been fentenced to death. by the ordi-
nary proeefs of a court of juftice, bas fiace experienced a

~ fate which he fo Juﬁly deferved, by means of the irregular

[ juttice of the populace, whd tut o&' his head forﬁnng on the
citizens. . T. .

+ The following- is’ the inventory of the property which

[ Caglioftro pretends to have left in his bureau. og :his being
carried. to the Baftille, and wluch we here lay ‘before out
readers :

%1, In the: upper part-fifieen rouleam,‘bomainuig ﬁfty’
double louis d'ors: eachrs. the. whole bcmg fealed by the
Cowntsamms., .. 4

g, A
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Thie numerous memoirs publifhed in thie courfe
of: this ‘affair tend to prove. the falehood: of
Caglioftro’s aceafativti; untruths-heaped upon
untruths fill all ‘his -charges. - He:offered m. -
adduce his wife’s oath in proof of his affértions;;
and with the very fame breath he difavowed her
fignature, afferting that the had never-earned to
write; and alleging, in confirmation of this,
that ‘the Roman-ladies were never inftruéted in
this part of education,” for fear left they fhould
thus be induced to engage in an amorous Cops
refpondence. - o :
»This affair was: at lengnh camcd bcfore tho
council, where the calumny of the accufer was
fully proved. - Imprefled with:ithe defire of
preventing:fimilar- accufations, - the ‘moft parti«
culac care was taken, on the firft moment of his
nmprifonment at Rome, ta make. him. draw up
an exa& and faithful inventary of all che ar-
ticles. which he had lefc .in his- apartroents, or
htiabom bis: per(m at the sfoment when: he

N s

%2, A money bag containing one thoufand two hun-
dred and thirty-three Roman and Venetian fegulm """ .
¢ 3, Twenty- fourSpamlh double doubloons, fealed with
his feal. ol
“ 4. Two port-fuhos,' one of which contained fortys
feven bills, belonging to the Caiffe d’Efcompte, of one thou-
fand livres cach,” T,

,

was
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was arrefted, 'This inventory was produced bex
fore the commifiioners whe dxamined him,: and
was found -exaétly:to-correfpond with the }ifb
of his effkfts,! which werbcardfdlly dcpaﬁted n
proper ‘Randsi Yoo sl St a0
- In_the mean time. Caghoﬁro s haucd chmcd
tor increafe: dajly: againtt the. conrt, of Franee,
He drew wp the plan of; a feditions Jerter , ad-
drefied .to"the French natign, exeiting them.to,
yebel ‘againft’the . royal, authority, and the fyf-
tem of goverament then pradtdes. s Fhispalis:
tical tra&t was fent to one of his pupils at Pasis,
who having /decked. it out irs all the heautit€ of
language, . and the embellifharienss-aftyles vee
donveyed it:ewhiin'in Landon; iwhersy upgn aks
aminationjitvins. found-toxontam fomany exe
preflions calculatod ta fedoce:the mukitudezshd,
produce: a: wbdl:, that" a -printer; - to whorche.
applied, ‘at “firft refufed. the.'uf® of:. hm'pr:faa
The Count, however; .determined tapublifloite
ghd this wery letter; having'~heen afrotisandst
tranflated into feveral of the modern languages,
made a great noife i moft of «tﬁe‘kmgdbms of
"Eprqpe. | His. llterarl . correlpo ondent l}awpg
foon after ]omcd him in London, he exhgrted
him te demondtrate the-neceflity:of depireffing
thig toyal antRSrRY in ‘Frandey’ and afféreéd’ thar!

xt becamc him, and the reft of Yhis difcxpleé, to
avenge
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COYNT CAGLLIQSFRO. 15

avepge the injurics whigh he had experienced,
in the fame manner as the Knights Temy
plars ,had revepged .the, death of thcu- gﬁmd
@aflan: o g od 4

. Y.may. be here ncegﬁ”a,'(y to obfesvc, 4ha,; in
h;s Lsstex tg the, Rrench-Natiop, writsen in Lonr
don:enzhe 20th of June 1786, he feems.clearly
tapredidy the approaching revolution in France;
for he-praphefigs that “¢.the Battille. fhall.be
deftroyed, and .became 3. public walk ;. be
8ANPUNCSS, ; that ¢ 3., phince - fhall, seign. in
Erance, who, will -aholifh, Zettres de.cacket, .cane
vpke she: fates-general,, and. reeftaplith, she
e rehigion,” It js alfausartaing thaky presiaus
9 hys, detantion 35 Bome,- ho: drew yp-264d
tranfmigspd-a petition, 19.she . (E3tes-general; in \
whiclfhe folicits his retuen to Paris; ang afirms,
amonggaikicrt thingss: thavA :he had by Jais Ja-
bours:gopsributed. I}QBQM te- the Hbﬁrms pf
Erang” Lo v v o) ey o 0

.. It.wasiduring his thicdwific tmEmgland that
the.mmhle <ifpute pgewrred heswoen him
and .oife, oft the Englifi/naws.writers®, . and

\

tu)'&)lu. by et oM | TR P TE I 9

* It was wx;h M, dc Mor;mde, ﬂ;en edltor of th& Cayrier
de P Exrope, and now puEl:ﬂler of L Arg:u ‘Patriote, that
Caglioftro’cattied 6n’a paper Wit Mvfich feernd ‘aﬂe?aé:h to
have occafioned his depanure from the metropolis of Eng-
land, T. . e

¢ Wth h
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which was occafioned by the followmg circum-
ftance. -

Among the number of ridicviots mcdico-
chemical ftories which he propagated, that-con-
cerming pork was not thelealt extraordinary.
He once affirmed, in-the'midft of a moft refpec-
table cofnpany, that the inhabitants of Medina,
onpurpofe to deliver themfelves from the lions,
tigeis,-and other wild beafts with which that
country was infefted, were accuftomed to fat-
ten-hogs by means of arfenic, and then todrive
them - into the forefts, where they were de-
vouréd by thefe ferocious animals; who ‘were
inftantly poifoned by this fpeciés of food. " The
politician® immediately publifhed this ftory,
.and’'made his own comments upon it. Cag-
lioftto Was fo enraged at this - circumfance,
that he fent him a new kiad of challeige; for
he give him an invitation, on the 3¢ of Sep-
tember 1786, to partake of a meal on the
gth of November.. following, wiich. was to
confift of a fucking pig, fattcned after the man-
ner made ufe of at Medina ; and he offered to
bet five thoufand guincas that his antaszom(t
thould not furvive the entertainment,”

_ This invitation was kowever declined by his

'.»( . el H o W

* M. dc Morandc. . i
wary
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' wary. adverfary, who took fuch effeftual means
to expofe the character of the Count, that he
was {urrounded by a crowd of dupes and cre-
ditors, and at length obliged to fly from Lon-
don, left he fhould bc once more 1mmured in
a gaol. "

Caglioftro accordingly lefc his wife behmd
him; and croffingthe Englifh Channel, travelled .
through France. Having arrived in Switzer-
land, he took up his abode in the city of Bafil.
In the mean time Lorenza being harafled and
tormented by the fuggeftions of her confcience,
which reproached her with the many fins fhe
had committed, communicated the irreligious

" life and criminal a&ions of her hufband to feve-

ral perfons. The moment that he underftood
this, he immediately fent for her # ; and oblig-
ed her to make a declaration before a magif-
trate at Bienne, by which fthe difavowed her
former confeffion, and folemnly depofed that
her hufband had always been an honeft man,
and a very good catholic.

After ftaying feveral months at Bienne, he
vifited Aix in Savoy, on purpofe that his wife

* Madame Caglioftro is faid to have fet out for Switzer-
land in company with Mr. nd Mrs. De L . T.

might
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might ufe the baths of that- place ;. anifrom
thence he repaired to Turin., :
Scarce had he fet his foot in that cwy, when.
it was intimated to him, by an order from the
king, that..he ‘mult deparc immediately. - He
then ftopped for fome time at Roveredo : | but
he did-not. experience a better fate therey for
the late Emperor Jofeph-I1. in-a fhort timg pro-
hibited him from exercifing the. profeffion of
phyfic, to-which- he had now entirely- devoted.
himfelf,; . It being then neceffary that he thould:
quit this city alfo, he retired to TFrent: and.
foon after a little,book was publifhed, intitled,
« Liber Memorialis de Caleoftro dum  eflet
Roboretti;” in which an ample detail was given
/of the cheats, rogueries, and impoftures prag-,
tifed by him during his. refidénce there. . This.
work would merit perufal, were it not that the ;
author had .imitated - the ftyle and cxpref-
fions of the infpired writers: a circumftance
which occafioned this produétion to be termcd
by many readers, ¢ the Evangeh(’cs of the Coum:
de Caglioftro.”, It is neceffary for thofe who may
heve read i to know, that this very Caglloﬁrp,
in the courfe of his anfwers before the Inqui-
fition, has been forced- to ackpowledge the
truth of the affertions contained in.chis cele-
L2 brated
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COU'N'T CA'GLIOFTRO. 94

brated publicationy and to whichi:he: could only
objé&t the fatirieal and biting: ckprcﬁ'nons with
which it abounded. P .

Tire €ount.had: *hopes - of cktraord:mary fuc-
cefsildt Prent,! by means of his mafonry. He
atcempied. to make profelytes,-but in vain—
thanks to: the. watchful' care 'of .the . Prince
Bifhop, to whofe court.:he: procured accefs by
means of.his . boafted difcoveriesin phyfic and
ehemiftey, 13t became at length neceffary that
he thould look 1o hes: interefts, and find out -
another. country, where he might-be.more likes
ly to.augment his revenues; which had' no othet
fource except his impoftifres. . At that period
ke was' fo diftrefied for moneys that he was
oblfged to pa\m ¥ dlhmond -of. . confiderablé
value, . : 0 o

But in what ¢ comtry could he find afctreat?
There was now no perfon but-#ho, €ither by
petonal knowledge,or by the relation of otliers,
w3s ‘acquainted: with him, ‘and well’knew how
to appreciate his worth, From Palermo, France,
Sardinia.-he had already been banithed by the
exprefs orders of .the fovereign ; and in other
kingdoms the memory of his impoftures was
ftill freth on the minds of the inhabitants.
* Thofe who had been duped and cheated by
him (and they were many in number, and fcat-
’ . tered
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tered over all parts of the world) would haye
inftantly torn him to pieces had they got him
into their hands.

Perhaps he defigned to return into Germaay ;
but at that very moment the Prince” Bifhop
of Trent received a letter, in which he was
given to underftand, that the Emperor was very
forry that he had admitted fuch a notorious
character into his ftates: this circumftance,
which was made known to Caglioftro, was fuf-
ficient to prevent him from revifiting any of the
Imperial dominions. What country then could
he tranfport himfelf to? In this dilemma, his
thoughts were naturally turned towards Rome :
there he was not afraid of being punithed for
his former crimes; as he hoped that, after fo
many years, they might be forgotten : befides;
the metamorphofis of Jofeph Balfamo. finto
Count Caglioftro, would contribute not a little
to the oblivion of his mifdeeds., Notwithftand-
ing this, he ftill dreaded left he fhould expe-
rience, in the vigilant folicitude of the virtuous
and amiable prince ¥ who now governs us, fuf-.
ficient caufe for terror and difmay.

* Pope Pius VI. whofe name is terrific no where but
within the narrow and reftri@ed territory which the policy
of the Europzan princes ftill permits him to <hjoy. T.

In
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In the midft of thls perplexity, his wife, who
ardently defired to return into the bolom of
. her family and her country; did all in her power
to influence her hufband to revifit her native
city. She was ftill more:incited to this, by the
defire of abandoning a kind of life, of which
the light of religion, which was not yet totally
extin in her; made her frequently perceive all
the horrors, and infpired her with the well<
founded dread of meeting an untimely end.

During the number of years that fhe had
been married, fhe had always lived in the moft
deplorable fituation ; being forced either to
commit guilt, or expofe- herfelf to the moft
cruel outrages from her hufband, when fhe
fhewed any averfion to a complmncc with his
criminal infinuations.

Lorenza accordingly boafted of the advan-
tageswhich would affuredly accrue to him by his
return to Rome ; and fhe was particularly anxious
to inculcate this idea into'the minds of forhe of
the principal- courtiers of the Prince Bifhop,
who lived in a clofe intimacy with Caglioftro.
Their opinions at length determined him, and
he became anxious to receive recommen-
dations to fome people of diftin&ion. To
procure the patronage of the Bifhop, he had
recourfe to bigotry itfelf ; he feigned to repent
' G of
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of his mafonry, went and threw himfelf at the
feet: of a confeffor, and affected to exhibit the
moft ardent defire to re-enter the bofom of the
eburch, and to reconcile himfelf to the court of
Rome, . Thegood prieft, readily believing all
that-he had uttered, intimates the repentance of
Caglioftra to the prince, and even engages
“his highnefs to give him thofe recommendations
which he defired.

Scarce, héwcy,er, had he returned from con-

feflion,” but he exclaimed, in prefence of his
wife, ¢« How finely I have gulled this holy fa-
ther!” :
She has g@nally. fworn to the truth of this
circumfance ; and the papers which have been
found upon him, as well as his uniform courfe
of life, evidently demonfirate that fhe depof-
ed- t6 - nothing more than the truth. He not
only preferved n his heart an attachment for
mafonsy ; but, doning that very.period, he
flill continued. te write to his difciples upon the
affairs, and in the: ftyle and amanner, of a free
mafon ; nry, he even continued to pradfe thae
art, as we fhall fee afterwards.

- ‘Having arrived.at Rome, in company with
his wife, at the end of the month of May, in
the year 1789, he remained for fome time in &
furnithed alodgmg, in, the &rede d’Efpagha, and

afterwards
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‘afterwards took a houfe fituate near the palace
of Farnife. At this period he lived with extra-
ordinary circumfpeion ; but mﬁdcllty and
impofture had become fo mnmatcly mter-
woven with his charalter, rhat he found it 1m'-

offible to refilt the temptations which they con-
tinually held forth. We fhall fpcak elfewherc
of the different myﬁencs of mafonry ‘which he
pratifed at Rome we fhall ofily obferve here,
that he often recapitulated the cxrcumﬂ:ances at-
tcndant on his pretendcd onom, his travelsj,
his fcientific acquirements ; and that he even
attempted fome cures, whxgh however were not
attended with {ugcefs.

Having undertaken to glve medical ro,hcf to

a foreign lady affli@ed with fome wounds in her
legs, he prefented her with 3 plafter whic
had nearly produced a ganorcne he prcfcn.bed
fomc chemical preparations to a woman
rank, on purpofe to produce fecundity ;- bl#t
fhe is fill barren: a perfon labouring under an
indigeftion applied to him_for relief ; but. thc
pills which he fent had fo lictle Cfficacy, thatbc
Is aﬂix&cd at th;s very day thh the fame dlf-
order. .
~ So bad was 1%15 private hff:, that he came?

.......

2, conccwcd
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conceived a reciprocal attachment to him :
they exchanged rings together, and even
plighted their t7oth, as is cultomary during the
nuptial ceremony. Befides this, he often at-
tempted to feduce a young woman who waited
upon his wife; but from her virtue he always
cxpcncnccd the mortification of a refufal.

As thefe intrigues did not fill his purfe, Cag-
Vioftro foon found himfelf in the moft deplor-
able diftrefs for want of money; and was ac-
cordingly obliged to pawn’ his chcIs, to raife
the fums neceffary for his expences.

. He perceived that, in thi$ city, many were
cager to ftudy his chara&ter ; that few were dif-
pofed to believe his impoftures ; and that no
perfon was defirous of fupplying his wants.

The recolleion of his fins, and more efpe-
cially thofe which he had committed againft our
holy religion, like a gnawing worm, preyed.upon
]'ns confcience without ceafing. - All thefe cir-
cumﬁanccs ftrongly operated on his mind, and
ja; lenOth made him dctcrmmc to change hls
afylum
 He thought that the ﬁtuatlon of affairs in
France was fuch as to g:vc him hopes of a re-
treat in that country. He' accordingly fent a
petmon to the’ ﬁatcs general ‘fequetting per-

miffion

‘
'
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miffion to return to that kingdom ; and he ac-
companied this requeft with 2 number of docu-
~ments, certificates, &c,

In the mean time he received intimation of
the profecution intended to be commenced
againft him ; a fhort time after, the fame per-
fon who atted the difhonourable part of being
a fpy to a criminal like him, gave him frefh
ingimations of his danger.

- Notwithftanding thefe warnings, Caglioftro
never dreamed of flying ; nay, he did not even
deftroy thofe numerous papers which have -
fince ferved as vouchers of his crimes, and
have furnithed the moft ample proofs of his
complicated guilt. "
+ At length he was arrefted during the evening
of the 27th of December 1989; and, after an
exalt inventory of his moveables, they were
Jealed up; after which Caglioftro was condutted
%o the caftle of St. Angelo,

Gj . CHAP-
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.~ CHAPTER I

a particular Accouni of Egyptian Mafonry.
(o PR ‘

ITHERT O we have only treated of
I- the private life of Caglioftro; but, hav-
ing condu&ed him through fuch a fcene of ini-
quities to the caftle of St. Angelo, we fhall

free mafon, before we proceed to give an'az-
. cquat of his trial and condemnation. In this
part of his hiftory, his magical operations exhi-
bit an ample field for fpeculation ; but it is firft
neceflary that we thould fay fomething of ma-
fonry in general, and of Egyptian mafonry in
particular. ' .

The free mafons conlift of an immenfe num-
ber of individuals, who meet together at ftated
periods; and in certain determinate places,
which they term Lodges. The book of their fta-
tutes, printed by Williang Hunter, was publifhed

_ for
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¥or the firft time at Londen in 1723 : by this.it
appears that in that city and its environs there
were then twenty focieties, each of which had
its mafter, and fent a deputy every year to &
general affembly, held on purpofe to nominate
a grand matfter, to whom they were all fubject.

The direftors of this inftitution have always
been uncommonly anxious to hide the true ori-
gin of their fe®, and to conceal their regula-
tions bencath a myfterious jargon, fo as to pre-
vent their ebjet and their intentions from
being difeovered. In-the book already quated,
it is afferted that their meetings are intended
to reftore the glory of architecture, and the
mechanical art of mafonry. On this account
they date their hiftory from Adam, whom God,
the grand architect of the univerfe,.created after
his own image. Mofes and Solomon were, ac-
cording to them, grand mafters of the order;
and the hiftory of their art is carried down in
this manner from age to age, and from nation
to nation, particularizing all thofe great princes
who have loved and patronifed architeture.

In other works publifhed in defence of this
fe@, their origin is adduced from a remnant
of the Templars who took refuge in Scotland ;
and who, being often obliged to mingle-among
the infidels during the crufades, found it con-

o G4 ~ vyenient
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venient to recognize each other by means of
certain figns. Some affirm that Thomas Cran-
mer, an apoftate bifhop; and favourite of Anng
Bullen, was the founder of this order; others
attribute its origin to Oliver Cromwell, whom
they call the famous deliverer of the peoplc,,
and othets, to King Arthur #,

Adopting allegorical expreffions which havc
a reference to the mechanic arts, they are die
vided into apprentices, journeymen, and maf
ters; and they are able to difcoyer each other
by touching the hand, and by pronouncing cer-
tain words fyllable by fyllable. Every clafs has
1ts own particular figns and tokens, and every
lodge its own particular diftinguithing charac.
teriftics. ‘Their ceremonies abound with many.
tidiculous and even fuperftitious rites; but
what is chiefly to be blamed is, the abufe which
they make of every thing facred. It is neceffary
to remark three things here: the firft is, the
obligation which every member contra&ts ta
maintain a profound and an inviolable fccrccy;

* The holy father feems to be but little acquainted thh
elther the hiftory or myfteries of free mafonry.

In this paragraph we find a new charge adduced againft
Cranmer, and a new virtue attributed to Oliver Cromwell ; )
for we learn that the one was a free mafon, and the other .
3 patnot' T.

and

'

Digitized by GOOg[Q




COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, 8y

" and this he fubje&s himfelf to by means of an
path, adminiftered in a folemp manner: the ' -
fecond is, the blind obgdience which they pro-
mife to all the orders, whatever they may be,
which they receive from their grand mafter:
the third is, the ftri& and intimate union by
which they are connected together ; this is more
rigidly aobferved than even the ties of confan-
guinity ; and by it they are bound to fuc-
cour ecach aother in all times, places, and Cir-
cumftances.

The confequences arifing from thefe combi-
nations may be eafily gueffed. Many perfons who
have carefully examined and fcrutinized the lives
of the free mafons, declare that they have found
them all, and particularly their leaders, to be
men of bad charatter, ignorant, and equally
§cﬁitqtc of morality and religion. But, laying .
conjecture afide, we fhall have recourfe to fadts
only. It refults from many fpontaneous decla-
rations, from the depofitions of witnefles, and
other papers preferved in our archives, that
while, among thofe affembled under pretence
of occupying themfelves about the bufinefs of
the fociety, fome openly profefs the moft dar-
ing contempt for religion, and the moft avowed
and abominable libertinifm, others attempt to

' overa
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ovcrtum.tbe yoke of fubordimation, and deftroy
the principles of monarchy. .

Perhaps this obje& is the dcﬁcm of moft of
them; but this, which isthe grand fecret, is not
communicated to all the members, nor to all
thelodges. One need not be aftonifhed that,
although the democratic party forms the majo-
rity, fome few fhould be atrached to the facred -
rights of kings. Thef= undoubtedly have not -
been admitted into the fecret ; either becaufe their
inclinations may have rendered them inimical
to the obje of the inftitution, or becaufe their
want of abilities may have rendered them in-
capable of co-operating in the confpiracy.

It is impofiible to give too much praife to
the vigilance and the zeal of thofe popes who
have cordemned and profcribed this fociety.
Clement X1I. of glorious memory, on the 26th
of April 1738, publifhed his conftitution
which begins with thefe words—¢ In eminenti.”
There he thunders againlt this fect; and
Jaunchestheterrors of excommunication againft
the individuals who compofe it, from which they
cannot be relieved but by his Holinefs himfelf,
except on their death-bed. Not content with me-
nacing them with fpiritual punifhment, he fub-
je@sthem alfotocofporattattipation ; andenjoins

all
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all the ordinaries, fuperior ecclefiaftics, and
inquifitors, to watch in a fpecial manner over
thofe fe&arifts, and to punifth them as perfons
Sirongly fufpeiied of berefy. This {age pontiff per-
ceived the horrible evils which muft neceflarily
refult from this monftrous affemblage of perfons
of all fe&s and denominationg of religion. But
there were alfo other confiderations which deter-
mined his conduét. He calculated the confe«
quences of the oath of fecrecy which they had
fubfcribed ; and thought, ke Cicilius Natalis
quoted by Minutius Felix, ¢ that crimes dread
the day-light, and that virtue is never afraid of
the public eye.” He refleCted thatin every
country, and in every government, the laws
both canonical and civil have equally prohi-
bited conventicles, and fecret affociations, on
account of their pernicious tendency with re-
{pett to the public tranquillity, and the fafety
of the ftate. He weighed and approved the
reafons of thofe virtuous and prudent perfons
who have always confidered the members of
* thofe focieties as bafe and comupt citizens. 1In
fine, he had before his eyes the example of
oth¢r monarchs, who had employed their ut-
molt endeavours in their refpeitive kingdoms
to deftroy {fuch dangerous aflociations.
Clement XII. withing alfo to confer a gréat
4 - bencfit
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benefit on the whole univerfe, and more efpe-
cially upon his own fubje@s, publifhed an
edi&, dated January 14, 1739, in which he for-
bids, under pain of death, and withous any bope of
pardon, all perfons from affifting or being pre-
fent at the lodges of the free mafons, which he
terms ‘¢ pernicious affociations, fufpetted of
berefy and fedition *.” He alfo condemned to
the fame punithment all thofe wbo engaged or
Jolicited any one to enter into the focieties, or who en~
gaged cr folicited any one to give aid, counfel, or
affifance of any kind, to their members. In
fine, he impofed it as an obligation on good
Chriftians to reveal and difcover all fuch: and
the tranfgreffors of this edit are menaced with
corporal punifhment, and pecuniary fines,. ag
the difcretion of the judges.
¢ Isit poffiple that any man can proftitute hjs pen by
an culogium on this cruel edi& of Clement XII. ? Can even
an inquifitor, forgetting the difproportion of the/upgofed crime
to the punithment, praife this barbarous law, in the fame
eentury in which a Mpntefquieu and a Beccaria lived ?
But my wonder ought to ceafe ; as I am now writing in ap
age and country in which a man equally renowned in the
caufe of philofophy and of liberty has had his property de-
. ftroyed, and his houfe reduced to afhes, on account of his
religious opinions ; while the Goths and Vandals who made
this new attack upon Science, have been infidioufly praifed,

and oblfqucly applauded! T,
The

Digitized by GOO{Q le



COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 93

The immortal Benedi® XIV. was animated
with the fame zeal. At the return of the jubilee
in the year 1750, he began to perceive how
many evils and diforders had arifen from this
fect, and how much its members were increafed.
He was fully convinced of thefe truths by the
free and fincere confeflion of many ftrangers
who had repaired to Rome to procure indul-
gences, and who had recourfe to the Pope to.
relieve them from the excommunication which
his predeceffor had launched in his bull.

Benedi& XIV. confirmed this bull ; and re-
publithed and extended it in his conftitution,
dated May 10, 1751, which commences witir
thefe words—¢¢ Providas Romanorum Pontifi-
cum.” '

Many fecular princes have fince followed his
example, We fhall not here fpeak of the fevere
prohibitions publifhed at Manheim, in 1737,
by his highnefs the Eleétor Palatine; at Vi-
enna, in 1743 ; inSpain and Naples, in 1751;
at Milan, in 1757 ; at Monaco, in 1784 and
1785 ; and at other periods, in Savoy, Genoa;
Venice, Ragufa, &c. &c. We fhall confine
ourfelves entirely to countries which do not
enjoy the bleffings of the catholic religion ; and
we may inftance even Turkey itfelf.
We learn from an authentic record depofited

In

s
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in the boly office, that in 1748 the Qttompan

Porte received intimation that'a Frenchman had
epened a lodge of free mafops in the houfe of an
Englith dragoman *, to which many Turks had
been invited. Orders were inftantly iffyed ra
the Car1tan Pacua to furprife the perfons af-
fembled therc, to 1mpnfon them, and to fes ’
fire to the houle. Tbe*frce mafons were in-
formed of thefe circumftances ; and from that
moment forbore to meet any more, or even tQ
fpcak on the fubjeét. _

Neverthelefs it was intimated to the mafter
of the houfe, that in cafe of a fecond offence hig
habitation would be reduced to athes ; and the
foreign minifters received ,a f_pi:mgl_go,t‘ivce thas
they muft confine themfelves entirely to the
catholic religion, and be captious of introducing
any new fe&, . - which might midlead the ﬁmyq
and the unwary. .

The Frenchman :fcapcd ﬁ;om the vcngcang@
of the fublime Porte, by embarking on board
of a veffe], and leaviqg the capital of the mufe
fulmen.

What we haye already urged may appear
fufficient to pull off the mafk with which this
fociety wifhes to cover itlelf, and to guard all

% An interpreter hblongin.g t,c; an axi;bqﬁdo:. T.
: ' . men
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men againft this dangerous and c’ontagious“hc-
refy. If any perfcn thould yet remain in un-
certainty, he has only to hear what Cagliofiro
confeffed before the tribunal of the Inqmﬁuon,
and then to determine for himfelf. His tefti-
mony muft be acknowledged to have greas
weight ; for it cannot be denied but that he had
an intimate knowledge of every thing thag
concerned this myftery, having lived for a
number of years in the ftri¢teft union with the
free mafons, who regarded him as a being
pofieffed of a fupernatural knowledge in that
fcience.

‘According to him, it is divided iato fevcral
fects ; but there are two which are reckoned the
principal, and are moft efteemed. The firft,
which is the moft frit, is that to which the
adepts belong. 'The members of it profefs the
moft irreligious fentiments, and employ magi¢
in their operations ; but their principal obje¢t is .
the deftruction of the cathalic religion, and of
monarchy.

The members of the other pretend to be
occupied about the difcovery of fecrets in the
hermetic art, and mare efpecially the philofo-.
phc;"s ftone ; but their abjeét fubmiffion to the
grand maftqr, and their oath of feﬂccy, plainly

indicate
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~

indicate that they are enemies to i)ublic trdni=
quillity.

Caglioftro avowed that he was affociated it
London with the fecond of thefe fe&ts; that his
wife alfo was made a member, and attually
received a diploma, which coft five guineas.
They prefented the lady with a ribbort of thé
order, on which the words UN1oN, SILENCE,
and VirRTUE were embroidered; and defired
her to fleep on the following night with this
ribbon attached to her thigh.

Before the- admifflon of a male candidate;
sandoubted proofs of his courage are required 3
among a number to which Caglioftro was oblig-
ed to fubmir, we fhall recount the following ¢
He was firft hoifted up to the ceiling of the
- room, by a cord fixed to a pulley; and
after experiencing a confiderable degree of
pain, had his hand fcorched by means of 4
candle. His eyes were then covered with a
bandage; and he receivéd an empty piftol, with
orders to charge it. He accordingly obeys,
and introduces the powder and the ball ; but
when be was defired to difcharge the contents
againft his head, he, as may be ealfily conjec-
tured, teftified the utmoft repugnance. The
piftol was then taken fram him with feorn ; and,

: after
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aftera variety of folemnities, again prefented.
The awfulnefs of the ceremony had now fuch
‘an effeét on: his mind; that, regardlefs of felf-
prefervation, he feizes the inftrument of death,
draws the trigger, and experiences a fmart ftroke
on his fcull, which he at firft-imagined to pro-
ceed from the ball, but which however did
not leave the leaft mark behind. Having
fince affifted at the initiation of many candi-
dates, he difcovered that on thefe occalions
the piftol was always changed; and that one
of the affiftants flood by to fuperintend the
operation, and give the mafon ele¢t a blow
upon the head, fo as to make him imagine
he had been wounded.

Having thus efcaped from the terrors of an
imaginary annihilation, an oath was admi-

~ niftered in great form, of which the following
1s an exact copy: ‘

* 1, Jofeph Caglioftro, in prefence of the
¢¢ great Architet of the Univerfe, and
““ of the prefent company now affembled,
‘¢ hereby promife to obey all orders which I
¢« fhall receive from the Grand Mafter, or
¢ others my fuperiors ; and 1 engage, under
«¢ the penalty of fubmitting to fuch punith.
« mem: as fhall be inflicted upon me, fcru-
b pulouﬂy to obey them in all things: and

H « Ialfo
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¢¢ I alfo promife never to difcover the fecrets
«¢ which may be communicated to me, either
<« by words, writing, geftures,- or any other
¢ manner whatever.”

Being now initiated in the myfteries of ma-
fonry, he took care, during his refidence in
London, to frequent all the different lodges.
A little time before his departure from that
capital, he happened to purchafe fome manu-
fcripts from a bookfeller, which appeared to
have belonged to a certain perfon of the name
of George Cofton, of whom however he had no
- knowledge whatever. On perufing thefe, he -
found that. they treated of Egyptian mafonry,
but that magic and fuperftition were engrafted
on it. Being captivated with a variety of
.paffages in this work, he refolved to ereét a
new lodge on its bafis; but at the fame time,
if we are to believe him, he determined to
avoid every thing that tended .to impiety.
He accordingly founded that very fyftem
which has tended fo much to his aftonithing
celebrity, and which has been fince propagated
with fuch uncommon induftry in all parts of
the world. g

‘We have already obferved, that his fole in~
ducement was, the profpet of the rich cons
tributions which he expected to receive from

7 " his
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iis followers. As he had po regard to religion,
dnd no fettled belief in matters of faith, thefe
-confiderations -were sot likely.to deter him;
" fmore cfpecially as his ambition was inflamed
with the idea of making kis, :by the. charms
of novelty and the attra&ions of fplendour,
not only the predominant, -but .the - moft
wealthy and fefpe&cd c&abhﬂamcnt of free
mafons |
~ To enable the reader to comprehend how
he was able; for fo many years and in {fo many
- dilferént countries; to propagate his tenets,
and procure difciples, it may be neceffary to
enter into fome details concerning Egyptian
. afonry, We fhall extra& our fa&ts and ob-
fervations from a book compofed by himfelf,
and now in our poffeffion, by which he avows
‘he was always direfted in the exercife of his
funétions, and froth which thofe regulations
and inftrutions were copied wherewith he
enrictied many mother lodges. In‘this treatife,
which is written in French; he promifes to con-
dué his difciples to perfettion by means of pby-
" fical and moral regemerationt ; to confer perpetual
- youth and beauty on them ; and reftore them
to -that ftate of innocence, which they were
" deprived of by means of origingl fin. He afferts
: that Egyptian rhafonry was firft propagated
' Hes . by
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.by Enoch and Elias; but that-it has, fince thel#

time, loft muchr of its purity and fplendour.
Common mafonry, according.to him, has de-
gencrated into mere bdffoonery, and women
have of late been. eptirely excluded -from its
mylteries ;: but the time was now arrived when
. the Grand Copbte was about te reftore the glory
of mafonry, -and - allow its benefits to be par-
ticipated by both fexes.

The ftatutes of the order then -follow in ro-.
tation; the divifion of the members into three
diftin@ claffes; the various figns by which
they might difcover each other; the officers
who are to prefide over.and regulate the fo-
ciety ; the ftated times when the members are
to affemble; the ere@®ion of a tribunal for
deciding all differences that may arife between
the feveral lodges, or the particular members
of each; and the various ceremonies which
ought to take place at the admiffion of the
candidates. In every part of this book the
pious reader is difgufted with the facrilege,
the profanation, the fuperftition, and the
idolatry with which it abounds —the invo-
cations in the name of God; the proftrations;
. the adorations paid to the grand mafter ; the
fumigations; the inc_cnfc; the exorcifms ; the
+emblems of the holy Trinity, of the moon,
of
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of the fun, of the compafs, ‘of the fquare;*and :
a thoufand other fcandalous particulars,” with
which the world is at prefent well acquainted.

The Grand Cophte, or chicF of the lodge, is
compared “to"God the Father ; he is ‘invoked’
upon every occafion ; he regulates all the ac-
tions of the -méembers, and all the ceremonies
of the lodge; and he is even fuppofed to have
communications ‘with angels: and with the
Pivinity. -In the exercifé of miany of their rites,
they are defired to repeatthe ¢ Veni Creator:
Spiritus;” and the ¢ Te Deom Laudamus;” -
nay, to fuch an excefs of impiety are they en--
joined, that in reciting the Pfalm ¢ Memento, !
Domine, David, et omnis manfuetudinis €jus,?
the mame of the grand mafter>is’ always 'to'be-
fubftituted " inftead of the king .of 1frael. "
= People " of all: religions :‘are-"admitted into’
the fociety of; Egyptian mafonry; the Jew, the'
Calvyinift, . the Lucheran can be received into it,
as well as the Catholic,..provided they betieve:
in the exiftence of a God, and the immortality v
of the foul.and have. been previoufly allowed.
to ‘participate in.the myfteries of: the common
mafonry. When mien are admitted, they re-.
ceive a’pair of garters from the Grand Cophte,
as is ufual in all lodges, for their miftreffes ; and
when women are received into the fociety, they

' H 3 are
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are prefented by the grand miftrefs with a coeka
ade, which they are defired to give to that_
man to whom they are moft attached. We
fhall here recount the ccremony made ufe of
on admitging a f‘em,alc, The candidate having
prefented herfelf, the grand miftrefs (Madame
Caglioftro generally prefided in that capacity)
Dreathes upon the face of the candidate from
the forehead to the chin, and then fays; < [
breathe. upon you on purpofe to inipire yow
with the virtués which we poffefs, fo that they,
may také root.and flourith in your heart; I
thus fortify your foul; I thus confirm you in.
the faith of your bréthten and fﬂlcn‘s,.a'ccordine;
t6 the engagements which you have eontradted
with them. . We now admit you 3s a daughe
ter of the Egyptian lodge. We order that you
be acknowledged in that capacity. by al} the
brothers and fifters of the Egyptian lodgess
and that you enjoy with them the fame prﬁ
rogatives as with ourfelves.”

The grand mifter thug addu‘ffes the mal@
¢andidates ¢ ¢ In virtue of the power which I
have received: from . the: Grand Gophte, the
founder of our drder, and by the particulag
grace of God, I hereby confer upon you the
honour of being admitted into our. lodge, ia

the namas of Holies, Mm, Jutraganimaton.™
[ ., ., In'
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In -a book faid to be printed at Paris in 1789,
it is afferced that thefe lalt words were fug-
gefted to Caglioftro, as facred and cabaliftical
expreflidns, by a pretended conjurer, who faid
that he was affifted by a fpirit, and that this
fpirit was no other than the foul of a cabalifti-
cal Jew, who by means of the magical art had
murdened his own father, before the cormng
of Jefus Ghrift: :

Comiman - mafons have been accuftamed to
regard St, John as their patron, and to cele-
brate the. feftival of that faint, Caglioftro
alfo addpted him as his proteftor; and it s not
a listle remarkable, that he was imprifoned at
Rome -on the very name ¢lay of his pdtron!
"The reafon for his veneration to this great
prophet .was, if we are to believe himfelf, the
great fimilarity and conneétion between the
Apocalypfe and the rites of his infticution.

We muit here obfdrve, that when any of
his difciples were admirred into the higheft
.clafs, the following execrable ceremony took
place. A young boy or girl, in the ftate of
virgin inpocence and purity, was procured, wha
was called the pupil, and to whom power was
given over the feven fpirits that furround the
throne of the divinity, and prefide over the
feven planets : their names, according to Cag-

H 4 lioftro’s
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lioftro’s book, are. Anaél, Michael, .Raphael,
Gabriel, Uriel, Zobiachel, and Anachiel *.
The pupil is then made.ufe. of as an interme-
diate agent between ‘the. fpiritual and phyfical
world; .and, ‘being ' clothed in a. long white
robe, adarned with a'ved-ribbon,.and blue filk
feftoons, he is thutup in a little clofet. From that
place. he gives refponfes to the grand mafter,
and tells whether the fpirits and:Mofes have
agreed to receive the candidate into che hlgheft
clafs of Egyptian mafons, :

It is not a little remarkable, that, in every
part of his fyftem of mafonry, Caglicftre has
exhibited the meoft profound venération and
refpeétfor the patriarch Mofes ;" and yet that,
on his examination, he affirmed :béfore his
judges, he had: always::cherithed.. she .. moft
invetgrate. antipathy' againft -him. He attri-
buted this hatred to an opinion which he had
early imbibed, that Mofes had comimitted the
grofleft injuftice in-encouraging the 1fraelites
to carry away with them- the orndiments of the
Egyptians ; and, notwithftanding. our utmoft
endeavours to convincc ‘ h_im of. this damnablc

- 3

. * Since Herfchel has dxfcovercd an eighth planet, the
Egyptian mafons will, no doubt, elect anothcr fpirit to goy
vern it, T.

Ctr Ol".
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error, hechas always remained obflinate-in his
hetcrodoxy. His wife affirms, that his hatred to
this great lawgiver proceeded from his conftant
refiifal-to ‘encourage him in his mafonry. He
loved the Jews however exceedingly, and was
ufed-to affirm that thcy were ‘the beft na’tib‘n in.
the world. . :

In his inftru&ions to obtam the moral and

phyfical regeneration which he had promifed

to his difeiples, - he is exceedingly careful to
give a.minute defcription of the -operations so
which they are to fubmir. Thofe whoare de-
firous.of experiencing. the moral regeneration,
are.to retire for forty days from the world, and
to diftribute their time into certain-propuftions.
Six hours are to be employed in refie&tion, three
inprayer to the Divinity, nine in the holy opera-
tions of Egyptian mafonry; and the remaining
period is ta be dedicated to repafe.” At the end
of thirty-three days”a vifible communication
is to take place between the patient-ind the
feven primitive {pirits ; and on the morning of
the fortieth day his foul will be infpired with
divine knowledge, and his body be as pure as
that of a new-born innocent.

To procure a phyfical regeneration, the pa-
tient is to retire t6 the country in the month of
:Mayf and_during forty days is to live accord-

ing
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ing ¢o ;the moft ftti¢t and auftere rules, eating-
very little, and then only laxative and fanative
herbs ; and meking ufe of no other drink shan
diftilled water, or rain that had fallen ip-the
courfe of that month, On the 17th day; s&er
having let blood, certain white drops are torbo
taken, fix at night, and' fix in the moising;
increafiog them two a day in progreffiod. 1. In
three days mose a fmall quantisy of bload is-again
to. be taken:fram the arm hefore. fun-rife, and.
the paticnt is to retise to bed till the aperation
is completed, A grain of the panaces is then
to be raken; 'this peneces.:is the famuont of
which. God created man when he firft made
hym immortal, Whon this is fwallowed, the
candidate lofes his fpeech and his reficftion
for three!gntire days; and he is fubject to fre-

quent canvulfions, ftruggles, and perfpirations.
Having recovered from shis ftate, in. which
howevér he - experiences no pain whatever, on
the thirty-fixth-day he takes the third and laft
grain of the pamacea, which caufes bim 1o fall
into a.profound .and tiamquil fleep s . it is then
that he lofes hid hair, his: fkin, and.his teevh,
Thefe again are all repraduced in a few hours 3
and, having become a.new man, on the morn-~
ing of the fartieth- day he leaves his houfe,
epjoying a complete rejuwencfcence, by which
) he
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he is enabled to live 5557 years; or to fuch
time as he, of his own accord, may be defirous_
of joining the world of fpirits!

We have thus, by relating the pratices of
the Egyptian mafonry, ecxhibited the moft
ample proofs of its grofs impofture. The
Jearned and ingenious criticifm by which two
~ celebrated theologifts have already expofed the.

~whole of this fykem, precludes. us frem faying
any thing moré on the fubje&, We fhall only
add, that the whole inculcates the moft detefta-
ble imazims of Impiety, fuperftition, and facri-
l€ge; it attacks religion both in- front and ia
rear, and endeavouss to fap and overturn the -
moft folid grounds and moft venerable dogmas
@f our holy faith. Coe

CHAPTER III.-
m Aeccount of the Manner in whick Caghoﬂro

contrived to propagate and q/t‘abl' iy bt.f Egyp-
zmn Majomy

F TER the preliminary account that we

have dlready given, it will not be diffi-
gult.ta comprehend all the circumftances which

« occurred,
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occurred, and 311" thé events' which took place;
in the apoftlethip of Caglioftro, while ke was-
labouring with the zeal oF 4 a mxfﬁonary to c&a«
blith-his Egyptian mafonry. -

-+ In regard-to this fubjedt; fuch was his obfti=
nracy, and fo raotéd his impofture, that, even.in
kis replies to the various interrogatories ‘and’
. queftions ptopounded to him, ke tontinucd to’
avow thdt in this inftiration’ there: ‘was fome-
tbmg divine and fupernaturall” -

"We fhall now recapitulaté a vaiiety of cir-
camftancés-recounted by himfelf in' the courfe
6f his-trial; and :we fhall referve to ourfelves
the liberty of* eriticifing on- his deluﬁve and
fallacious narrative, * ve i

Being admitted, as we hawe alrcad}'“mr;g
tioned, into one of the free mafons lodges in
London,- and - having afterwards formed a new
fyftem on the writings of George Cofton, which
he dignified, with:the name of Egyptian Ma-
fonry, he determined to propagate his opi-
pions, and tQ.make.converts to- his fyﬂ:em in
every coynery i Eurepe, a4

He accordingly repaired to the Hagpc, and
was invited to aflift at one of the Dutch Iodges,
the members of wwhich wene~cxccedmgly ﬁq&
in-the, obfervance of their ceremonial. _

He was received by them uader what is

» ' termed
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-termed the arch of fleel; that is to fay, he was
-defired to pafs between two ranks of mafons
who croﬂ'ed their fwords in the air while he
walked undcr them. He prefided over thefe
_as grand mafter; and alfo exercifed the func-
tlons of the GranD VisiTor, whofg power is
.unhrmted

_ In this lodge he pronounced an eulogium on
- Egyptian mafonry, which had a vifible effect:
. on the minds of moft of his auditors. He was
foon after requefted to found a lodge for wo-
men, which he accordingly inftituted with greac
".ceremony, and received into it many ladies of
rank and fortune as members: his wife filled
the office of GRAND MisTrEss,

The difcourfe which he delivered on this
folemn, occafion, if we may believe himfelf,
was uncommonly elegant and {ablime ; ‘it lafted
. for two or three hours, and embraced all the {ci-
ences, both facred and profane. ¢ This was,”
faid he, < the effe@ of. that fpecial favour
of God which had always been «extended to
me, in regard to the exercife of mafonry: it
was undoubtedly a recompence for my conftant
defire :to propagate and extend the. Catholic
faith; to avow thc exiftence. of a God; to
preach up the lmmqrtahty of the foul ; and to
deftroy the fuperftitigus and magical ceremo-

nies
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110 THE LIFE OF -
nies of common’ mafonry: Some perfons wef®
fo charmed with my oration, that they infifted
on tranfcribing and pteferving it; as a brief bu¢
eloqueiit defence of their faith.”

From thé Hague he repaired to Veniée; :
where he alfo leagued himftlf with the free
mafons. Having left that city, he determined
to vifit Pruffia; and; in paffing through Nu.
remberg, happened to ftop at an imn i that
place. Another ftranger having ftopt &Ho to
refreth himfelf, Caglioftro, by means of certain
figns, difcovered him to be a mafon ; and ac-
quired his efteem to fuch a degree by his mar-
vellous relations, that, on parting; he prefented
him with a diamond ring.

During his fhort refidence at Berin, he
found his arts incffe®ual to debauch any of
the lodges in that capital, as the vigilance of
Fredetic the Great rendered al his attempts
abortive.

At Leipfic, however, he was more fuccefiful,
as he acquired a high celebrity and renown there
on account of his pretended difcoveries in the
hermetic art, The free mafons in particular
treated him with the moft ditinguifhied honour

“and refpet; they invited him to a fplendid
entertainment, at which the plates, the difhes,
the botiles, and the wine glaffes, were alk

placed
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placed three afid- three, in commemoration of
the holy Trinity. On this, as on all other
fimilar occafions, he made a fpeech, in which
he enumerated the excellencies and advantages
of his Egyptian mafonry ; combated the im-
picety and profanenefs of that of his entertainers;’
and prophefied that Scieffort, the grand mafter,
before the expiration of that very month, would
experience the vengeance of the Divinity. Not:
thhﬂ:andmo this, they not only paid all the ex-
pences which he had incurred in that city, but
alfo prefented him with a purfe of gold on his
departure.

At Dantzic he reccived the fame honours,
and the fame refpe@: at Koenigfberg alfo he
was loaded with favours. But he confeffes
that, in both thefe cities, he perceived that
the free mafons were inimical to the ruling
powers, and plotted their deftruétion,

Having proceeded to Mittau, among other
circumftances which contributed to exalt his
reputation, and conciliate the affetion of peo-
ple of diftin&ion, was the completion of his
prophecy refpetting Scieffort, who killed him-
felf by means of a piftol, before the expiration
of the month, as had ‘been prcdlﬁcd by Cag-
lioftro.

The malons of that city, who are cxceedmgly

numerous,
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‘numerous, and all of themrt{xcn of rank and
diftinétion, invited him to their lodges, where
he prefided as grand mafter. He perceived
here, as elfewhere, that their ceremonies were
_disfigured and difgraced by magic, fuperfti-
tion ; the principles of Swedenburg, a Swedith
preacher; and thofe of M. Falc, a Jew rabbi,
awho are regarded as chiefs by the #llumi-
‘nated. He withed to undeceive them, and to
initiate them in the rites of his Egyptian ma-
fonry : for this purpofe he founded a lodge for
men and women among them, according to-the
ceremonial laid down in his book. As grand
mafter, he direted all the rules and regulations
of the fociety ; and (as he fays) fpoke with his
~ufual energy and eloquence, being fupported
and affifted by the infpiration of God: but, as
~he found it exceeédingly difficult upon this
- occafion to convince his audience of the truth
of his affertions, he determined to give them
the moft fatisfaltory proofs of the verity of, the
maxims which he inculcated ; that is te fay, of
the exiftence of a Deity, and the immortality of
the foul.

« I accordingly,” fays Caglioftro, < defired
that a little child, the fon of a perfon of dif-
tin&tion, might be introduced to the lodge.
I placed hlm on his knees before a table, on

which

~ ¢
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which a cryftal vafe of pure water was placed,
and behind the vafe feveral wax tapers were
burning. I then put my hand upon his head,
and befought the Divinity to affit us by
means of his omnipotent power. This cere-
mony being finithed, the child was defired to
look into the vafe; on which he obeyed, and
inftantly exclaimed that he beheld a fine gar- -
den. On this I took courage, and defired
that he might pray to God to enable him to
fee the angel Michael. The child then faid
that he faw fomething white, but could not
diftinguith what it was. In a few moments
after he began to clap his hands, and ftrike his
feet againft the floor, crying out, ¢ I perceive
a little child, who looks like an angel;’ and
inflantly attempted a defcription, fuch .as
1s ufually given of heavenly beings. On
this the affembly, who had hitherto. remain-
ed filent, burft forth into loud acclamations ;
but the father of the child, being defirous to
make another experiment, requefted- that he
might know what his daughter, who was then
~ at a country houfe fifteen miles diftant, was
doing. The fame ceremonies having again
taken place, the boy once more turned towards
the vafe, and obferved that his fifter was at that
very moment defcending the ftair-cafe, to em-
I brace
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