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A P
PLAIN and RATIONAL ACCOUNT
OF THE '

NATURE and EFFECTS, &c.

‘ Lonpon.
SIR,
: HE fceptical air, with which you
liftered to my relation of the powers

-and effects of Animal Magnetifm, did not

excite in me any emotions of furprife. I
was once equally as incredulous as you may
be, and without arrogating to myfelf any
uncommon fhare of logical powers, or rhe-
torical {kill, 1 will venture to prediét, that
beforethe termination of our correfpondence,
you will be as cordial a believer as myfelf.
Permit me, however, to remind you, that
during our late converfation, when Philofo-
phy and reafoning, had without effet ex-
haufted their artillery, you took refuge in
ridicule :—But Ridicule, Sir, ought not to be

-regarded as the teft of truth ; for it has al-

ways been found much eafier to laugh at
an argument, than to give a pertinent reply.
You requeft me to fend you an account of
this new Science, to be confidered at your

- A lcifur&
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leifure. I embrace the tafk you have im-
pofed with pleafure, as it will enable me at
once to gratify your curiofity, and to do
juftice to thofe important difcoveries, which
being little underftood, have been unworthily
treated.

It has been - frequently objeCted by o-
thers, as well as yourfelf, that the powers
afcribed to Animal Magnetifm, ¢ are not
conformable to any of the known laws of
matter and motion.”—I readily grant the
truth of this aflcrtion ; but muft beg per-
mifiion to add, that if this were an argument
of -any weight, it might be produced againft
every new difcovery in Philofophy. ,

There was a time, Sir, when the Pheno-
mena of Elecricity were not accommodated
¢ to any known laws :”—There was a time
when a propofal to fail with fafety through
the Air, would have been treated as a fenfe-
lefs Chimera by the learned, and branded
as a magical exploit by the vulgar; and yet
thefe wonders are now become familiar, and
are eafily explained on natural principles.
The daily difcoveries that are made of new
and unexpected properties in natural things,
ought therefore to teach modefty to the
{ceptical obje&or, and impofe filence upon
the petulance of hafty criticifm.

You believe, Sir, 1 fuppofe, that the
Ele&ric fluid is pretty generally diffufed :
You believe that the feveral appearances ex-
hibited by the Magnet, may be folved by

the
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the hypothefis of a fluid-circulating in a cer-
tain dire¢tion through Magnetic fubftances ¢
and why may not I believe with equal reafon,
the prefence and circulation o? a fubtile,
active, and potent fluid, through the feveral
Syftems of Animal matter, with whefe agen-
cy, the feveral Phenomena of health and dif-
eafe, are intimately connected? T tell me,
‘that the fluid for whofe exiftence I contend,
is invifible, intangible, not cognizable by
any of the fenfes, is only urging that which
may be retorted with equal advantage, a-
gainft your own fchemes of attraction, Mag-
netifm, &c. Herethen, at leaft, we ftand
upon equal ground ; and although the truth
of my Theory has not yet admitted of a fen-
fible demontftration, this is only a defet com-
mon with it to a multitude of other {chemes,
and may perhaps, be rather referred to the
narrownefs of human intelle&, than to any
thing atually unintelligible in the nature of
the fubject.

But I begin to be apprehenfive, that
too much has been granted, in allowing
that its exiftence cannot be demonftrated.
If you require me indeed, to render itan

- object of your fight, feeling, or any other
external fenfe, your demand certainly exceeds
the powers of any of our fraternity. But

- excufe me, Sir, when I fay, that we look-

with pity upon the man, who requires fuch

a grofs and fenfual fpecies of demonftration

as this. Any peafant that has the ufe of his
: A 2 cyes
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eyes can contemplate an obje& of fight ;—
tge moft confined capacity may derive infor-
mation from tangible obje&s.

Befides, as Philofophers are generally a-
greed, that the fenfes are perpetually im-
pofing fallacies upon the judgement, we have
agreed to reject and difclaim their authority ;
and to employ more noble and brilliant fa-
culties, in examining the nature of a fluid,
whofe effential qualities are too rare and fub-
tile, ever to be made the fubje& of a natural
experiment. Without pretending to elaim
any fuperior powers of excogitation, we are
contented to fuggeft, that an adept in this
fcience, can difcern that which is invifible
- to all the non-initiated ; he can perceive
caufes and effe@s neceflarily connected in an
endlefs feries, wherean ordinary Philofopher
could only flounce about in the dark ; and he
rules with abfolute dominion over a fluid
more penetrating and active, than the Alka-
heft of Paracelfus, or the Ether of Sir Ifaac
Newton.

It is a fundamental principle in this new
Syftem, that the Animal-Magnetic fluid per-
vades and circulates through every fibre of
the body; it confers fenfation on the nerves,
gives motion to the mufcles, and is the grand
fource of thofe various energetic actions, by
which the vital, natural, and animal funions
are performed. From this reprefentation,
it is extremely obvious, that the moft com-

pendious
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pendious way to become a Phyfician, muft
be, to acquire the maftery over this univerfal
agent. We claim the merit of pofieffing
this defideratum, and as the fluid is reduced
to a ftate of perfect obedience to our com-
mands, if the body be paralytic, we excite
fuch ftrong vibrations in the ina&ive nerves,
that they are fuddenly roufed into fenfibility.
Let a part be contracted, debilitated, oreven

wafted, it is fufficient to dire& a ftream of
this noble medicine through its centre, and
the movelefs mafs muft infallibly ftart into
the moft lively and vigorous actions. - If this
fluid be thrown with unufual rapidity thro’
the upper orifice of the ftomach, it excites
powerful eru&ations ; apply it to the mid-
dle of that organ, and it will produce vomit-
ing ; and when it is made to a&t upona more
inferior part, it will operate ds a cathartic.

I have often thought, that the curious
effe@s which electricians have afcribed to ne-
gative and pofitive electricity, are all dif-
played to great advantage by the Animal
Magnetic fluid. By exciting a turbipated
motion in its integrant parts, and then .
throwing it with great velocity through the
body, it will excite a fort of ftorm in the
animal frame, and produce that admirable
Phenomenon the Cr1s1s: But when we fup- _
prefs its inordinate motions, and compel it
to move in a contrary direGtion, the excef-
five quantity is fubftracted, a delightful lan-

’ A guor
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guor fteals upon the patient, and he finks
" into the arms of fleep.

I make no doubt, but your curiofity will
- now excite you to enquire, by what fkill we
have fubjugated this extraordinary fluid, and
rendered it thus obedient to all our dictates.
« By the fame methods faid a malicious op-
«¢ ponent, which the Wizards of Lapland
¢ employ to control the wind.” This
infinuation is, however, the refult of con-
fummate ignorance ;—the method cannot -
be divulged ; for upon this point, we have
all fworn to maintain an inviolable fecrecy.
Some people have affected to harbour un-
favourable fufpicions, of what theyare pleafed
to call dark and enigmatical proceedings ;
- and others, who pretend to be religious,
uncharitably infinuate, that our folemn oaths
of initiation are profanations of the moft fa-
cred things. But fuch malignant accufa-
tions are not worthy our attention ; and he
muft pofiefs very little intrepidity, who is to
be awed by the fcruples or clamours of the
vulgar.

Valuable noftrums, and important Arcana,
abound in every department of the commu-
nity ; nor will theie ever be a dearth of en-
vious, or difappointed men, to brand the
fortunate adventurersas impudent buffoons,
or grave impoftors.

The teachers of the Magnetic fcience are
however men of the moft liberal principles ;

they
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they do not defign to bury their important
fecrets in their own bofoms. They deliver
Le&ures upon this curious and interefting
fubject at a very moderate expence, {o that
if your curiofity be not gratified to its utmoft
extent, no one ought to bear the blame but
yourfelf.* :

Iam, Sir,

Yours, &c.

e e s iremmas

LETTER IL

Lonbpon.
SIR, :

IF I conceive rightly of your meaning, you

feem to argue thus: ¢ As the effecis
produced by Animal Magnetifm lie under
the control of the Magnetifer’s fingers,
the powers fo direted muft be material
and tangible, confequently they are {ufcep-
tible of fenfible demonftration.”—Again,
¢ If the Magnetic fluid be an obje&t of

your

® The Magnetic Academy, like the fchool of Arifto-
tle, divides its difciples into two diftin& clatles. The
exotericks, or the half-initiated, only give five and
twenty guineas for their inftruétions : but the Acroa-
ticks pay the moderate fum of fifty guineas, to be
completely equipped in the theory and pradtices Ed.
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your fenfes, it may be rendered evident
and fenfible to the fenfes of another; but if
it be not an object of fenfe, by what means
was it firft detetted ¥

I confefs, Sir, that arguments like thefe,
may have fome weight with thofe who have
been accuftomed to the vulgar modes of phi-
lofophizing, but they make no impregion
upon the Magnetic Hypothefis. Men of
moderate fized underftandings, may obtain
fome fcanty notions of things, by the dull
and tedious way of noting falts, making
experiments, and forming conclufions upon
_duly verified premifes ; but we are emanci-
pated from fuch Philofophical fetters ; and
if I might prefume to make the comparifon,
as when the pregmant cranium of Jupiter
fuffered the pangs of parturition, fo our
theories burft from the narrow prifon of the
brain, and like Minerva ftand before their
author, faultlefs and complete. Nor ought
you from hence to conclude, that thefe
creatures of the underftanding, have no
exiftence, but in the imagination that gave
them birth ; they have produced prodigious
effets, and it is upon this ground, that I
mean to defend the pracice of Animal Mag-
netifm, in the prefent letter. _

When this new Science was firft taught
and pra&ifed in the capital, and vifitors were
permitted to be eye-witneffes of its wonder-
tul powers, I was urged by an eager curio-

fity
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. fity to make ope .in the number of fpeQa-
‘tors. My mind had by various means be-
come greatly prejudiced againft the opera-
tors, fo that chnt with a full perfuafion
that they were jugglers, who were practi-
fing fraud and impofition upon the credulous.

But no fooner had I entered the apartments,

.where the grand atchievements of Magnetic
energy were difplayed, than I felt as by ma-
gic influence, my light incredulity chilled
into timorous apprehenfion. Never did the
cave of Trophonius more inftantly diffipate

" flippancy and laughter. My attention was

foon directed to the great difpenfer of Mag-
netic influence, who had juft begun to ope-
rate upon, or in other words, to #reat a lady
of diftin&ion. He direGed his eyes towards
hers, with a fixed and penetrating ftare,
which foon produced the intended perturba-
tion ; for the due management of the Eye is

a very eflential auxiliary in this procefs.*
Whether there be any analegy between the
Eyes of the Doctor, and the organs of vifion
. in

* Thofe who undertake to manage infane people,
derive great affiftance from the power of the eye over
their unhappy patients. They can frequently by one ftea-
‘i{ look, awe them into quietnefs and fubmiffion. Poor

ouficau compiained moft eloquently of the terrible eyes
of David Hume, and from this circumftance, many
people have fuppofed that he was out of his fenfes.
. May we draw a fimilar conclufion concerning the

ftate of thofe who are agitated by the ftare of the %ﬂég-
actic Do&or ?  £d. ' :

B
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_in thofe foreign fnakc.s, who decoy their

prey by barely looking at it, Icannot deter-
mine ; there is evidently fome fimilarity in
the effecs :—but leaving the inveftigation
of that point, 1 proceed to obferve, that in
the prefent cafe, he propofed to direct the
ftream of fluid througﬁ the ftomach of his

~ patient. ‘The DoCtor accordingly began to

writhe his fingers in feveral dire@ions with
furprifing agili‘tiy; thefe contortions, were
quickly fucceeded by fympathetic motions
in the patient, who began to heave and vomit
in a moft cxtraorcfinary marnner ; but whe-
ther the dofe was tco powerful for her
frame, or that fome inadvertence had oc-
curred in the mode of adminiftration, its in-
fluence was propagated to the bowels, and
excited attions there, which delicacy forbids
me to mention.

I was not a little aftonifhed to find that
the doctor was affifted by feveral female pu-
pils, and in a diftant part of the room, I
faw a ftout young fellow found afleep, under
the magic influence ot a female magnetifer.
As there was a confiderable number of pa-
tients of both fexes in the room, the won-
derful effe&s of Animal Magnetifm, ruthed
upon all my fenfes at once in tie moft power-
ful manner. Some patients on my right hand,
were happily delivered of a confiderable quan-
tity of imprifoned air, which the Do&or ex-
tricated with great facility ; not a few were

mn
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infits ; in others, the ftomach was pouring
out its contents ; and fome I fufpect ex
rienced a thorough cleanfing of the whole
"mafs of humours. Now 1 have the mis-
fortune to poffefs the fenfe of {melling in
great perfettion, and am troubled with a
fqueamith ftomiach ; fo that I affure you, it
required more than an ordinary thare of forti-
tude to maintain my ground.

A little experience has taught me, how-
ever, that Animal Magnetifm is a fovereign -
remedy-againft thofe fcrupulous niceties, and
prudifh delicacies, which the people of this
nation ftill affe&, notwithftanding our long
and familiar intercourfe with the lefs referved
foreigners. Wouldyoubelieve it, Sir, that peo-
pleunder the influence of this charming pana-
cea, find a wopderful eafe in permitting any
natural fun@ion to proceed, without feeling
the leaft embarrafiment, from the prefence
of a numerous affembly. This circumftance
may in time have a happy effet upon our
manners as well as our health, for reafons
too obvious to be mentioned,

The fac&ts 1 have already recited, may
appear rather extraordinary, but they are
greatly inferior in magnitude and importance
to the crifis. By the crifis, is to be under-
ftood, a violent and univerfal convulfion of
the whole frame, attended with a tempora
gerangement of the fenfes. This method 13

B3y - eme
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employed in certain-diforders where ‘it is
neceflary to give a grand thock to the Ani-
mal Syftem, that ebftrutions of every kind
may be removed, and the circulating fluids
be quickened in their motions,

Whenever the operator judges it neceffary
to raife a ternpeft of this kind, you will fee
the fubjeét of his power upon the firft onfet,
almoft ftrangled with ﬂzct’ulencics 3 eve
feature of her face becomes frightfully dz
torted ; her Eyes roll with a furious wild-
nefs ; white foam is violently eje¢ted from
the mouth; and every fibre of the body
feems to palpitate and agonize. The fight
of a fpectacle like this, appeared at firft very
tremendous : It recalled to my remembrance
the ftory of the Pythonefs dragged to the
awful tripod ; and the ftill more horrid tales
of diabolical poffeffions. But thefe ridicul-
ous qualms foon fubfided. I thought it
reafonable, that a power which could inti-
mately pervade the very atoms that confti-
tute the fabrick, might alfo be equal to all
thefe ftrange effe@®s; and as the Doéor
affured me ic could at all times fufpend thefe
operations, I gave myfelf no more uneafinefs
upon the fubjeét. ,

It has been pretended by fome people, that
yiolent impreflions made upon a weak, or
difordered imagination, would be adequate
to the production of the feveral ‘appearances
exhibited in the ¢r4fs - amd it has been ma-

' licioufly
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licioufly infinuated, that magnetifers are fuc-
cefsful, in proportion to their dominion over
the fancy. ‘

To thefe calumpies 1 might reply, that
if good be done, though: through the me-
dium of the imagination, no: one ought to
complain, the patient obtains his cure, and-
the Do&or receives-his fees, fo that the be-
nefits are reciprocal. - But as ill-nature and
prepofieffion, are indifpofed to liften to any
evidence contrary to their withes, I fhall
leave thefe fuggeftions to their own fate.

I remain, Sir,

Yours, &c.

e I e

LETTER I

Lonpon.
S IR,

FR()M among the numerous and hitherto
unheard of effets which take place in
thofe who are thrown into a crifs, I fhall
feleCt two of the moft remarkable, for your
prefent entertainment. In the firft place
you are to underftand, that when a Man is
thus completely reduced under Magnetic
: ) influ-

. -



4 LETTER IH-

influence, although he fhould feem to be -
poflefled of his fenfes, yet he ceafes to be
an accountable creature. You may if you
pleafe, call thisa bold paradox, and charge
me with uttering extravagant notions, but I
will appeal from your ftartled imagination,
ta the teft of experience. You know that
there is no point of honour upon which men
are more exquifitely delicate, than in giving
or receiving the Lée dire?.  But Magneti{m
can remove this dangerous fcrupulofity.

Let your footman be thrown iato a Crifis,
- and Kc may not only infult his mafter, but
give the lic to the firft man in the kingdom
with perfe&t impunity.*

Men of nice feelings may be fhocked at
the recital of fuch plain dealing, but a little
refie®ion will convince moderate people,
that this liberty of fpecch may be attended
with prodigious advantages. It is an old
maxim, thatthe naked truth feldom falutes
the Ears of the great, but this difficulty
may now be removed by our wonder-work-
ing fcience.

Wheneves

® This is literally and rigoroufly true. An impu-
dent footman fprawling in a counterfeited convulfion,
gave the Lie to a nobleman before a public company 3
and, hear, O ye men of fenfibility and honour, he
efcaped the merited chaftifement of kicking or caneing !
his lordfhip with great condefcenfion continued to chat
with him in a very familiar way. £4.
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Whenever a man of Quality is difgofed to
e

hear of his errors or ignorances, may
order his valet to be thrown into a crifis,
and his Lordfhip will not fail to be treated
with a freedom which upon any other occa-
" fion, would be deemed infufferable infolence.
It needs no great fagacity to forefee that this
remarkable privilege is Liable to abufe, but
you know, Sir, that the beft things are ca-
pable of the greateft corruptions. Iam well
aware, that thofe minds which are yet fet-
“tered with vulgar opinions, will not readily
conceive, how Animal Magnetifm can eman-
cipate 2 man from civil and moral obliga-
tions ; to thefe people I fhall only reply,
- that I pity the narrownefs of their intellec-
- tual faculties, and advife them not to cen-
fure, what they do not underftand. .
Another remarkable prerogative conferred
upon the fubjeét of the Cryfs, is, that of
- perfect and unobftru&ed vifion ; or in other
words, all opacity is removed, and every ob-
© je& becomes luminous and tranfparent. It
will be in vain for you to oppofe any objec-
tions, founded upon the nature of light and
vifion, againft my affertion ; the merits of
the caufe fhall reft upon fair and open expe-
riments. | do not intend to affirm, that
every perfan in a crifis is poffefied of this
extraordinary faculty ; but it is a notorious
fa@, that foms highly favoured ones have
- declared, they could tell you the hour of the



16 LETTER I

day by your watch, when it is locked up in

r drawer ; and could read a book of
moderate fized priat, by looking at it thro'
a2 Millitone.*

It is uaneceffary for me to expatiate, upon
the mumerous advantages that muft refult,
from the application of this Lyncean power
t0 medical purpofes. Phyficians are fre-
quently ata lofs to affign the precife caufe
and feat of internal difeafes; and we know
that a judgement founded upon fymptoms
and reafoning, muft be liable to great un-
certainty. Indeed, the very illuftrious di-
viner by Urine, hasdifcovered a much more
compendious way to the detetion of dif-
cafes, than that which is generally taught
in the fchools of medicine ; but his {kill,
tho’ confeffedly great, cannot afpire to a
competition with that of the man in a
Crifis.

Here .we have at length, obtained that
long withed-for defideratum, the art of look-
ing into the infide of a patient, in order. to
learn the nature of his complaint. 1 cannot
indeed upon this ‘point fpeak from aual
experience, as I never had the curioﬁ:yg to

{uffer

* Let not the gentle reader fufpe that the defender
of Magnetifm, is led by enthufiaftic fondnefs to the
verge of exaggeration. The fhamelefs teachers of this
Syftem of Abfurdity had the effrontery to propagate, -
and their difciples the finplicity to defend, thefe mor=
ftrous pretenfions. £d,

L3
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fuffer a crifi$ in my own perfon ; but the ex-
periment has been fo frequently repeated,
that the Do&or maintains the fa¢t, with the
fame fearlefs confidence, for which he is fo
notorious upon cvery other point of the
Magnetic doétrine.

Let a perfon labouring under any difeafe
whatever, be only brought within the fphere
of vifion, of one in a Crifis, and the patient
inftantly becomes tranfparent before him.

- By virtue of this literal intuition, chalk-
ftones have been difcovered fwimming in the
blood-veflels, bile obftructing the nerves,
wind in the liver, and maggots in the brain,
No perfon can for a moment entertain a
doubt, that very valuable benefits may be
derived from the difcreet exercife of this
Eower; and yet the friendsto Magnetifm,

ave been grofilly infulted upon tl%is very
point by your fceptical Philofophers : fome
of thefe men, have even had the effrontery to
offer our great Profeflor a fum of money, to
favour them with a Specimen of his gifts, in -
this way ; but his dignityof foul, would not
not fuffer him to be bribed into an oftenta-
tious difplay of this eminent faculty.

1 very well remember, that when I firft
ventured to hint at this effe¢t of Magnetic
influence to a Philofophical friend, he ve
charitably fuppofed me to have loft my fenfes;
and with great politenefs, made that a pre-

. tence for declining any farther converfation
: - C upon
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upon the fubje&t. But he was not fuffered
to efcape by the help of fuch a forry evafion 3
I urged him upon this point with fo much
vehemence of argumentation, that at len

¥ compelled him to reply.—It would be as
eafy, faid he, to fee to the centre of the
Earth, as to fee through the body of a Man.
—Moft afluredly it would, nor ought we
from hence prefumptuoufiy to affign the li-
mits of powers and properties, fo far exceed-
ing our comprehenfion.—But to examine a
morbid body, fo as to difcover the feat of
any particular complaint, requires confide-
rable fkill in Anatomy; and yet by your
account it feems, that the Do&or’s foot-
man, or cook, are occafionally employed to
execute this important fervice : How came
they to be fo knowing, as inftantly to recog-
nize any morbid deviation :(—Why Sir, the
fame power that can confer fuch perfpica-
cious opticks, can likewife remove 2ll opa-
city from mental vifion.—Very profound,
indeed Sir ! but you feem to have forgotten,
that opacity, or tranfparency,are properties
of thcpgbjtcy&, and notp of the organpof%eght -
Now do you mean to fay, that the Crifis
as you call it, renders opagque bodies at a
diftance diaphanous; or does it make the
Animal in convulfions fo very fharp fighted,
that he can fce where no light is tran{mit-
ted f—Excufe me, Sir, thefe are trite and
vulgar objetions; they miay have fome
, force
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force when applied to pcolple in an ordinary
ftate, but Animal Magnetifm is-without ana-,
logy, it bears no refemblance to any one Phe-
nomenonin nature.—I verilybelieve it, replied
my friend, and immediately quitted the room.
As my antagonift had thus haftily retired
from the field, I exulted in my victory, and
am not without hopes, that from an adver-
fary, he may become a ‘corivert to Magne-
tifm. _ : ;

I will, however,- frankly eonfefs, that
the wonderful vifual powers conferred by the
Crifis, ought not to have been divulged in
fo publick a manner ; nay, this opennefs
and ingenuity, may be inimical to the intereft
of the operator. , '

Suppofe for inftance, that a Lady of vir-
tue and delicacy thould require the Door’s
affiftance, were fhe to conceive that fhe is
more perfeétly expofed to the Eyes of his
footman, than the naked favages of America,
falfe delicacy, and the prejudices of Educa-
tion, might induce her ta reje& this falutary
remedy. Befides, this power of minute in-
fpe@ion, ‘is capable of being - perverted and
mifapplied, to the great inconvenience of the
Patient.

I had once an opportunity of obferving a
curious inftance,where a Magnetifer’s fenfe of
touch hadacquiredadegree ogg?:rfc&ion,equal
to that which I have related of the organ of .
fight ; for asin the latter inftance they can
fec without light, fo in that which I am

C3 going
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going to relate, be could fze/ without the
conta& of a tangible obje&.

The Dogtor was ferioufly engaged in Mag-
netifing a Gentleman, when he fuddenly
eried out with a rapture equal to that which
agitated ' Arcblmedes, when he jumped out of
" thebath, and ran naked into the ftreet, ¢« I
have found them,” ¢ I have got them.”
¢« Got hold of what,” faid the Patient,
fomewhat amazed. ¢ I have'caught hold
of two worms, Sir,” Tteplied the Do&or,
¢ '] feel them between my fingers.” ‘Tho’
the patient did not fee them, yet he believ-
ed, and was delighted ; and the whole com-
piny departed with emotions that are eafier
to be conceived of, than exprefled.

- I retnain, Sir,

Yours, &ec.

LETTER IV.

LoNbpon.
SIR, \

IT was once my intention, to have fent you
a more ample account of the Crsfs, and
its wonderful concomitants ; but as you
wifh for information upon a different part of

' : ' : the

-
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the fubje@, I fhall proceed to give you the
fatisfaction you defire. - '

When the Science of Animal Magneti{m
was firft employed in a medical way, the
dire@ors of the procefs, were lefs fkilful than
their prefent fucceflors. They employed
a formidable and unweildy apparatus, con-
fifting of a large tub, perforated with a great
number of holes, and through thefe aper-
tures iron rods were made to proje&, for
the purpofes of conveying,and directing the
Magnetic effluvium. But thefe were days
of ignorance, and grofsnefs of invention.

We have now no occafion for refervoirs to
contain the Magnetic fluid, nor for extrane-
ous affiftance to convey it to the morbid
part: Our Profeflor is always full charged
in his own body, and in beholding him, you
fee the moft faultle(s edition of a Materia
Medica, that was ever fent abroad. Like the
ingenious fpider, he is continually employed
in pouring forth the contents of his own
bowels, to alleviate the fufferings and for-
rows of his fellow creatures.

It has been pretended by fome people,
that the Magnetifers carry certain fubtile
fubftances in their pockets, fo that the nu-
merous cures they perform, are wrought by
the efficacy of Medicinal effluvia. But no-
. thing can be lefs true than this flanderous
imputation. If it were neceffary for me to
adduce particular proofs of this affertion, I

' could
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could demonftrate, that they are not at all
indebted to Phyfical agents for their fuc-
cefs ; for they have contrived to maintain a
profound ignorance, concerning every thing
that relates to the practice of Medicine.

. There are fo many advantages attending
this new method of treating difeafes, that
it threatens annihilation to the Phyficians
and Apothecaries; you ought not to be fur-
prifed therefore to find, that the faculty op-
pofe .with fuch firmnef(s, this dangerous in-
novation.

"When a fick perfon choofes to be cured
by Treatment, (a .new technical name we
have lately adopted) he is entircly delivered
from all the naufeous potians, whichordinary
Pratitioners are accuftomed to prefcribe ;
his palate will never be difgufted, nor his
ftomach offended, by Chymical or Galenical
compounds. As nothing can be more eafy,
fo no method of cure can be half fo diverting,
as that by Animal Magpetifm. The patient
is only required to fit in his chair for about
half an hour every day, in the prefence of
the Magnetic Dottor, who cmplo({s fo many
curious grimaces, and fingular gefticulations,
in diflodging the complaint, that the low
fpirits of a Hypochondriac, mutt infallibly be
refrefhed by obferving them. The expenfe,
may indeed equal that which is incurred by
the ufual mode of recovery, but any fenfible
man would rather pay his money to be cqueld

- with-
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without medicine, than be obliged to fwallow
the drugs, and pay into the bargain.

The certainty attending this method of
cure, has a ftill greater claim to our notice ;
for it may be {zid of Animal Magneti{m, that
it never fails to do good to one of the parties,
which is more than can be at all times faid
for the prattice of Phyfick. Some of our
fraternity, have honeftly confefled, that
on making attempts to adminifter medi-
cines in the ufual way, it was feldom with
fuccefs ; and as defamatory reports were cir-
culated, that fome patients were unexpectedl
hurried into the other world, a juft diflike
was conceived againft fuch edged tools ; it
was, therefore, determined to make war upon
ficknefs, in a2 manner lefs hoftile to the hu-
man conftitution. ' o

Indeed, if any man has found by fad ex-
perience, that in the adminiftration of drugs,
it is very uncertain whether he fthall kill or
cure, it will do credit both to his humanity
and integrity, when he fhall adopt a method
at once profitable and harmlefs : and cer«
tainly, he who takes another’s purfe, robs
bim of trath, when compared with the man,

who diftributes mifery or death in every
dofe.*

. As

* The pra&ice of Animal Magnetifin hath often
proved the laft refource of an ignorant and hardy ad-
venturer ; and a fellow unfit to prefcribe Phyfick for a
horfe, has fuddenly become a great Phyfician, on affum-
ing the charaéer of a Magnetifer,
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~ As a man of learning, you are doubtlefs

acquainted with the admirable relations upon
secord, of the power of myftical founds,
when uttered by an old woman over a dif-
cafed perfon ; of the extraordinary virtue
of Magical Charatters, of Love Philtres,. and
Amulets : and you certainly know fome-
thing of the wonder-working weapon-falve,-
and the famous fympathetic powder, the
former of which was applied to the weapon
to heal the wound ; and the latter could
ftop the moft dangerous hemorrhages, ata
moderate diftance. But all thefe accounts,
which have been generally treated as fabu-
lous, are more than realized in the powers
and effe@ts of Animal Magnetifm. Let me
intreat you, Sir, to reftrain your f{cepticifin
upon this point, till 1 have fully explained
myfelf ; nor hattily reje& my affertion as
incredible, becaufe it may furpafs your com-
prehenfion.

The interpofition of any portion of fpace,
between the Lo&or and his patient, can
form no obftacle to the altion of the Mag-
netic fluid. If any difeafed perfon fhall com-
municate to the Docor the place of his refi-
dence, although he fhall be an inhabitant of
another kingdom, he is as much under the
power of our great difpenfer of Magnetic
influence, as if he lived in' the next ftrcet.
Many people have received cures while they
were travelling, by giving the Magnetifer a

plan
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plan of their journey, and one of our people
in London, a&ually cured an old woman of
blindnefs, when fhe was making the tour of
Wales. :

You know that fick people are fometimes
ftrangely perverfe, and obftinately refufe to
take the benefits that are offered to them
here we can again boaft a manifeft fuperio-
rity over medicine, for we have no occafion
to pour the drugs by force down the throat
of a refrattory patient, he may be filently
cured, without his knowledge and-concur-
rence. Thus, like the Aftronomer, who
was intrufted with the diftribution of thow-
grs and fun-fhine to the whole globe, the
operators in Magnetifm when fitting in
‘their clofets, may be employed in curing Ca-
tarats in Greenland, the Goat in China,
the Leprofy in Egypt, and the Yaws in
America. The dottors are perfectly agreed,

- that their influence upon a patient at any
diftance is equally powerful ; but they con-
fe(s, that when this fubtile fluid is propelled
beyond a certain limited fpace, it is apt to
become ungovernable, fo that they always
wifh to condu it by the means of a thorter
rein. If the difeafe fhould happen to be
fituated externally, and fo can be fairly re-
prefented by the pencil, let the patient only
tran{mit its pi&ture once a week to the opera-
tor, and the cure will go on without any in-

convenience. ‘
' D ) . . BChOld,
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Behold, Sir, a perfe& contraft to the abo-
minable pra@ices recarded in the Hiftories
of Witchcraft and Sorcery; thefe infernal
wretches employed their art, in tormentin
French and Scottith Kings, by fticking
little waxen images full of pins, and roafting
them before a flow fire ; while the Magne-
tic DoQor exercifes his talents upon pictures
and images, with the moft kind and bene-
volent intentions.

Do not, I befeech you, mifunderftand me,
as if I meant to infinuate, that the Magne-
tifers area tribe of Magicians and Conjurers ;
nor fuffer your imagination to fancy, that
there is fome refemblance between their pre-
tenfions, and the boaftings of thofe who deal
with the Devil. A Man of Science will
form a more juft eftimate of their real cha-
ralter, and leave thefe chimera’s to the cre-
dulous vulgar.

-Some Philofophers have objected againft
our diftant operations, by afferting, that no
material fubftance can a&, where it is not
prefent under fome form. But this is mere
gratis dictum. What do we know about
proximity or remotene{s ¢ Perhaps there are
no two particles of matter in_the univerfe
that acually touch one another, and yet
theyexercife reciprocal altions: befides, near-
nefs and diftance are mere arbitary terms, fo
- that as gne of our LeGurers very well ob-

ferved, Edinburgh may for ought we know,

be
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be as much in the neighbourhood of London,
as Iflington. I cannot at prefent bring for-
ward all the reafons by which this fublime
Hypothefis is maintained ; but the Le&ures

- of our Profeflors, contain every thing that
can be withed for upon the fubjeét.

If I have hitherto been reciting to you a
narration replete with the marvellous, the
conftellation of wonders, contains a ftar
much brighter than any that has yet beea
viewed. Pardon my figurative language,
for I want words to exprefs that tranfcenden-
tal faculty, by which the Magnetic Do&or
can transfer difeafes from one fubjeQ to ano-
ther, with the fame facility that you can
pour wine out of a bottle into the decanter ;
and this fimile will hold in another part,
for as wine is decanted in order to be again
taken out, fo the difeafe is tranfplanted, that
it may be more conveniently expelled. When
Iwasa child, I remember, the nurfe ufed to
transfer whitlows from our fingers into the
ear of a cat, to our great comfort, but to
the inexpreffible torment of the poor ani-
mal ; the Magnetifer, however, in his fu-
perabundant benevolence, transfers the com-
phints of his patients to himfelf, and after-
wards runs the ritk of expelling them from
his own body. Iam quite at a lofs to con-
je€ture, whether you will more admire the
power of the Door, or his eminent hu-

manity.
D Ia
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In former days, when aregular exorciferun-
dertook to difpofiefs the body of a demoniac,
he would ecither fend the demon into the Red
Sea, or imprifon him in .the bowels of the
earth ; he had not, like our do&ors, the cou-
rage to engage his adverfary in clofe quar-
ters.—1 alio defy the medical world to pro-
duce fuch an example of rare benevolence :
Where i1s the Phyfician, for inftance, that
would be willing to take the Gout, the Colic,
or the Stone from his Patients, and then un-
dergo the danger and fatigue, of combating
thefe formidable enemies in his own terri-
tories ? ¥ '

It muft, indeed, be acknowledged, that
the a&t of tranfplantation, induces a material
change in the form of the difeafe, fo that the
operator does not become the fubj=t of the
fpecific complaint which he tranflates, but
only experiences a general inconvenience.
As you will probably be curious to know in
what manner the doftor is affeCted by this
transfer, 1 will relate the ufual mode of its
operation. No fooner is a diteafe expelled
from his wonted refidence, than like a wild
beaft attacked in his den, he rufhes furioufly
upon his opponent ; the firit onfet {fome-
what refembles the contli&t of an Acid with

an

¥ Here then we have a fpecimen of a true medical
Metemplychofis, .where mens difeafes, like their fouls,

being violently diflodgea, are compelled to fhift aboug
for new habitations.
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an Alkali, for there is a powerful effervefcence
in the Magnetifer’s ftomach, and fuch a fedi-
tion in his entrails, that he becomes puffed
up like a man in a Tympany. This ob-
ftructed flatulence he foons expels in a very
{enfible manner, at every convenient outlet,
and he declares his victory in the language
of a genuine ventriloquift.* ‘
Thus the Magnetifer by voluntarily ex-
ofing himfelf to the painsand infirmities of
Eie patients, is conftrained to fuffer for the
beneft of focicty, a daily feries of cruel mar=
tyrdoms.

Iam, Sir,

Yours, &ec.

® As there are certain people who attach themfelves
to peculiar operations, as Oculifts, Aurifts, &c. fo
the Magnetifers generally make the lower inteftines
the theatre of their exploits. All their powers and
prognoftics {mell ftrongly of the water-clofet; and from
the nafty tricks they play in the prefence of their pati~
ents, one might be induced to fugxé\, that like the
antient Egyptians they worfhip the Crepitumventris. £d.

"LETTER
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LETTER V.

. Lonpon.
SIR, ,
‘VV HEN the effe@s of Animal Magne-
tiln frft became generally known,
there was a i e in its operatious, fb
far furpafiing the v, s I fuiis of the mul-
titude, that they were regurded as miracu-
lous. ‘The mafters of this Scicnce, iound it
rather difficult to decide upon the beft way
* in which mankind fhould be directed to con-
ceive of its atchicvements, whether they
fhould refer them to natural caufes, or lay
claim to fupernatural powers ; and this dif-
ficulty was farther augmented, by their not
being ‘prccifely clear, with refpect to the na-
ture of the powers of which they were con-
fcious. ‘They concluded however, that there
could be no impropriety in hinting at the
efficacy of Fa1Th, when acting conjointly
with Animal Magnetifm ; and as for the un-
believing, and profane, they were left to take
the fole chance of Magnetifin uncombined.
I am aware, that many of the graver fort of
gcoplc, have been greatly fcandalized, at our
inting a neceffary connexion of this New-
Science with Religion, but they were pro-
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bably ignorant of the furprifing moral effets
which it has wrought upon many of its dif-
ciples.

I do not intend to infift upon the intro-
duion of it as an auxiliary to religion ;
nor do I approve of our openly arrogating
fupernatural powers. This is very delicate
ground, for 1t might lead to a controverfy,
whether, fuppofing the fa&ts we have ad-
duced to be authentic, the effets are to be
afcribed to Divine, or Diabolical agency.
Difcuffions of this nature are attended with
fo many inconveniencies, that we wifh care-
fully to avoid them. I fhall, therefore, con-
tent myfelf with hinting thus much in fa-
vour of the co-operation of Faith, that ob-
ftinate incredulity will difarm Magneti{fm of
all its powers, and entirely prevent the un-
happy infidel, from deriving any benefit from
this falutary remedy.

But while the fubjeé of this New Science, -
agitates and divides the minds of fo many
people, I am happy to fee the number of
illuftrious and refpe¢table names, which dig-
nify the lift of converts to Magnetifm. We
can boaft of difciples in both houfes of Par-
liament;; many worthy Gentlemen .in the
church, may be ranked among its ableft
mafters, and warmeft defenders ; and even
a remnant among the faculty, have had the
liberality to diveft themfelves of prejudice, -
and become ftudents in the fchool of Maﬁpc-

tim,
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tifm. ‘There is, indeed, one clafs of men,
upon which we have hitherto been unable
to make the leaft impreffion; I mean the
Philofophers,—a race of men notorious for
incredulity refpe@ing all the oecult fciences :
we have accordingly determined to regard
them as incorrigible.

I have fometimes amufed myfelf with Spe-
culations, upon the unparalled advantages
that may refult; from the introdu@ion of
Animal Magnetifm into the great council of
the nation.  If the minifter fears oppofition
in fome favorite- motion from a turbulent
orator, he may by the eloquence of his fin-
gers, confign the troublefome member to
{leep; or if the Gentleman be already upon
his legs, thundering out invectives againft
mal-adminiftration, he may find this Demof-
thenes other employment, by throwing him
into a Crifis. . You will probably fay, that
this power may prove a dangerous engine in
the hands of a corrupt adminiftration ; but
remember Sir, the Patriots may avail them-
felves of the fame weapon, fo that on a day
of public bufinefs, St. Stephén’s would ex-
hibita motley fcene of members found afleep,
or rolling in convulfions. This would form
a new ra in the hiftory of minifterial influ-
ence ; and our Senators would then feek as
cagerly for an antidote again{t the powers of
Magneti{m, as for a remedy againt the bite
of a mad dog. ‘

It
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It is my private opinion however, that:the
communication of this power, ought to be
laid under certain reftri¢tions. Evil-minded
and defigning men, (if any fuch can b:come
Magnetifers) might produce great mifchief;
and confufion, in the world, by the mifap-
plication of this potent inftrument. Our
Legiflature might be interrupted in the di-
gefting of falutary laws ; magiftrates might
be arrefted i the execution of juftice ; and
even the Pulpit be expofed to a new fpecies
of infult. An unlucky fellow inftead of pelt-
ing a preacher with ftones, would more ef-
fectually fpoil his fermon, by throwing him
into aCréss.  But the prevention of thefeand
fuch like abufes, I refign to the wifdom of
our Law-givers. ‘

I have often been curious to know, why
our clerical difciples betrayed fuch eagernefs
to become adepts in the Science. They
cannot exhibit attainments of this kind in
the Pulpit, nor ought their gown to permit
them to follow it as a lucrative profeffion ;
andif they Magnetife gratis, this great gene-
rofity may prove .njurious to thofe, who
may be faid, ¢ By this craft to get their
wealth,” We are very fenfible of the ho-
nour they confer upon us, by entering into
our Society ; and the contemptand perfecu-
tion, which they voluntarily fuffer in the
common caufe, merit our warmeft expref-
fions of gratitude. But it would probably

E be-
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"be thore for the common intereft, if they
were contented to affift us by their prayers
and good withes. Don’t think, Sir, that
I fay this from mercenary motives, I can
affure you, it is for their fake, rather than ours,
that 1 deliver this opinion.

The .great opennefs, with which ‘the

* Magnetic profeflors have communicated their
inftructions, feewns likely to be attended with
fome'inconverience. Curiofity, or ambition,
has prompted many -plain uneducated men
to emerge from obfcurity, by acquiring a
knowledge of this occult fcience; hence
-tradefmen have quitted their fhops, and clerks
their counting-houfes, to become proficients .
in Animal Magnetifin. - For imy own part,
I do not approve of thus expofing the Arcana
of our art to fuch an indifcriminate company ;
and I am rather apprehenfive, ‘that the in-
veftigation of fo profound a fubjed, may
produce unfavourable effeéts upon the brains
of men, whofe ftudies never extended far-
ther than the dotrines of lofs and gain. The
number of operators is already quite adequate
to the public demand, fo that our friends

‘may be fupplied with Animal Magneti{m,
for their own ufe, and the benefit of their
families, at a oderate expence, without
expofing themfelves to the dangers inciden-

. tal to learned enquiry.

I have now, Sir, enumerated feveral pe-
culiar advantages, medical, moral, and po-
litical,
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litical, that may be derived from the due
management of Anima) Magnetifm, I fhall
briefly fuggeft another, which muft be a
very interefting one to the.polite world.

When a Gentleman pays a morning vifit
to a Lady, it may fo happen, thata dearth
of news, "and a barrennefs of invention, fhall
fo fpitefully jump together, that the séze 2
téte will be likely to prove a fcene of perfect -
infipidity ; but if the vifitor happens to be
an adept in this {cience, the embarraflment
cannot be of long duration. It may foon be
fafhionable to afk the Lady, if fthe choofes to
be Magnetifed ; and this diverting employ-
ment will at all times prove an infallible re-
lief to a dull converfation. 1t has been vio-
lently fufpected, that this has operated as a
powerful motive with many young people of
fortune, to learn the Art and Science of
Magnetifing,

1 havc gow, Sir, delivered ta yon a fair
and authentic account of the nature and
qualities of Animal Magneti{m ; the {ucce(§
of this attempt to remove your incredulity,
can only be decided by time and experis
ence.

I remain, Sir,

Yours, &c,

Ea THE
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T H E
A PPENUDI X

HE ironical ftile employed in the

preceding letters, feems to have been
intended to expofe Animal Magnerifm, with
its abettors, to ridicule and contempt. And
upon a fubject fo truly contemptible, it was
perhaps, as good a method as could have
been adopted. Argument and candid exa-
mination would be entirely mifplaced, when
directed againft men, who poficfs ncither fci-
-ence nor honefty. But although the artful
Ringleaders of this fcheme of fraud and im-
pofitionare too defpicable to deferve anyother
notice, than that which the law has atligned
for vagrants and fortune-tellers ; yet the
fimple credulity of great numbers, (of whom
better things might huve been expetted)
feemed to render it neccflary, that fome at-
tempt fhould be made, to refcue them from-
this {preading dclufion.

On comparing the general account of Ani-
mal Magnetifi, as 1t is exhibited in the
foregoing pages, with the refult of a very

diligent



APPENDIX. 37

diligent enquiry, both among the operators
and patients, I am fo far from confidering *
it as a caricature, that it might have been
carried much farther, withoutat all violating
the truth. No fanatics ever divulged notions
more wild and extravagant ; ne impudent
empiric ever retailed fPromifcs more prepof-
terous, or hiftories of cures more devoid of
reality, than the tribe of Magnetifers. It is
now my intention, as Editor, tomake a few
obfervations, upon fome of the particular
fa&ts that are brought forward in the fore-
going Letters.

I. Thefe men abound with noify preten-
fions to Science and Philofophy ; and with
people that are poflefled of neither, a myfti-
cal jargon delivered with eafe and effrontery,
will have a mighty effe®. But there is a
general ftrain of inconfiftency, and evafion,
in their manner of propagating the know-
ledge, they affet tohave attained. Some-
times they boaft of performing all thefe won-
derful things, by the interpofition of fome

" fluid, which nobody but themfelves knows
any thing about ; and when you inquire
where it is, and what are its properties, you
are told upon one occafion, that it circulates
through the whole earth ; at another time,
it is contained in the body of every individual;
then you are to feek it in the body of the
Doctor; and by and by, it comes out, that
they are not fure, whether there may be any

material
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material fluid or no ;—perhaps their opera-
tions are performed by fome occult quality,
or by Sympathy. The tarce of profound
Science is carried ftill farther, by the formal
delivery of LeCtures upon Magnetifm : and
fome people have been found in almoft every
« clafs of Society, who would pay from twenty

five to fifty guineas, fign a bond, and take
a folemn oari of fecrecy into the bargain,
that they might have the privilege of hear-
ing a fet of fenfelefs harangues, which no-
body ever did, or ever can underftand.

In this country, indeed, a man may utter
nonfenfe, and vend it at his own price ; but
there feems to be fome impropriety, in per-
mitting them to adminifter ocaths of fecrecy
to their credulous hearers.  There cannot be
3 more likely method adopted, ta prevent
the detection of any fcheme of villainy, than
to expofe its dupes to the hazard of perjury,
in giving a proper information againft the
authors. It may be very properly inquired,
whyis all this darknefs and myftery employed,
if there be no fraud or juggle in the cafe ?
and reafonable people will be ftrongly inclined
to fufpec, that where a bufinefs fhrinks
from the light, and dares not fubmit to a
fair examination, there muft be fomething
very weak, or very wicked, interwoven in
its fabric.

1I. When thefe men firft began their
practices in this kingdom, they contrived

' LY




APPENDIX g

to work upon the fancies of weak and irri
‘table women, o as to throw them'into Hyf-
teric fits ; and to thefe convulfions they gave
‘the name of Crifs. Some violent effelts
were neceffary to be produced, to awaken
the atterition of the populace ; and this was
a trick of known efhicacy, for it has often
‘been too  fuccefsfully employed by the moft
wretched 'impoftors, who have by arts like
thefe, fupported a claim to a fupernatural
miffion. It feams, however, that thefe bo-
dily agitations are not effential to the fuccefs
-of the fcheme ; they have anfwered their
purpofe, -and now give place to a milder,
and lefs alarming practice.*

There are fome circumftances attending
this part of the impofture, that greatlyexpofe
‘the credulity of the people. They find no
difficultyin believing, that an arrogant buffoon
by making fome ridiculous motions with his
fingers, can throw any perfon into con-
‘vulfions.—They believe, alfo, that thefe
‘people, when adually convulfed, are in a
very proper ftate for enquiring into the na-
ture of difeafes ; and they believe likewife,
that any of the Do&or’s accomplices, when
in this condition, can fee through all the

cover-

* The reafon for this alteration is very obvious.
Very dangerous confequences have followed from exci-
‘ting thefe canvulfions, fo as to put the health of the
fufferers, and the credit of the Magnetifers, into a very
perilous fituation.
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coverings of the body, natural and artificial,
into the very bowels of his Patients. The
very recital of abfurdities like thefe, muft
thock every perfon of fenfe and integrity :
and yet this thin veil of impofture, has not
prevented people of all ranks, from becoming
the prey of thefe audacious pretenders.*

11I. It was formerly charged upon the
Jefuits, that they had a fcheme of religion,
adapted to the different taftes of peeple with
whom they had intercourfe ; and a method
like this, is every day practifed by the Magne-
tifers. 1f a man of fome pretenfions to
learning, enquires after its nature, he is affured
it is ftrictly Philofophical and rational ; that
there is no claim to any powers or effeéts
but fuch as are natural. But let a2 fimple
credulous perfon apply, and he is given to
underftand, that it has no fort of relation

to

% This {pecies of Divination is not the peculiar
offspring of Magnetifin. Many years ago, the city of
Paris was infetted with vagrants, who offered to con-
vince any perfon that would pay them, that their Eyes
could pierce through the moft opake fubftances. They
sretended to know the contents of an _box made of

old, filver, or wood ; and more than this, they offered
to repeat the contents of any letter, written at the dif-
tance of feveral miles, provided the perfon would
write it in the prefence of a particular clock, which
they affirmed, would repeat again every thing that
was tranfa&ted in its prefence.  What is rather fingular,
they feemed to perform what they fo boldly promifed,
and with fuch fuccefs, as to impofe upon fome men of
education, who believed that thefe people had difcovered
¢ @ mew agent in nature.”
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t0 medicine, or human means; but is a
fomething, on which his own imagination
may confer a2 name. . ‘

With fome religious people, it has been
attempted to be pafled off as a miraculous
operation ; and, upon certain occafions, it
has been found convenient to give dark hints
at the power and efficacy of Faith, when its
aftings were diretted this way. Timid peo-
ple, who could fwallow by wholefale all the
abfurdities that have been propagated con-
cerning miraculous cures, have, at times,
exprefled fome apprehenfion left thefe men
thould be performing all their feats by a dia-
bolical compa@; but the good which they
fancied was done, foothed their minds into
tranquillity upon this poinf: In fhort, Ani-
mal Magneti{fm has been a fubtle fluid ; it
has been fympathy ; it has been Faith and

yer; it has been fpiritval influence ; or,
it has been any thing that feemed to {uit the
difpofition of the prefent inquirer.

In an age which pretends to fo much illu-
mination as the prefent, it muft appear
very extraordinary, that it thould be necef-
fary to employ arguments to prove that a
Phyfical effe&, cannot be produced without
a Phyfical caufe : that men cannot cure dif-
cafes without employing adequate remedies 3
and that the drawin ggures and charatters
in the air, canoot affe@t a fick perfon at the
diftance of a hundred miles! 1 will venture

F to
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to fuggeft to thofe people, whofe faith is not
to be ftaggered by the want of probability,
that the fame drug which would prove falu-
tary in a fmall dofe, may prove poifonous
in a larger : if Magnetifm, therefore, be fo
powerful a remedy, it is capable of being em-
ployed in executing the moft deftructive pur-
pofes ; and deftructive in a way the moft
dangerous, becaufe the moft fecret. For
the Magnetifer, without attacking the
lives of men by dagger, or poifon, might
affaffinate in every family, with the moft
perfet impunity.

Now, is there a difciple, poffeffed of
common fcnfe and integrity, who will feri-
oufly declare, that he really believesall this to
be very poffible-* If fuch a believer as this
can be found, I am fure he is bound as a
good citizen, to exert his beft endeavours to
Dbanifh thefe dangerous people, not only from
the community, but out of the world: And
thofe who cannot digeft fo much of the mar-
vellous, by encouraging the impofture, deferve
to be regarded as their affociates in infamy.
How can the fame men pretend to any con-
fiftency, when. they affe¢t- to defpife the .
Hiftories of Witchcraft, and Sorcery, and
yet profefledly give credit to ftories equally
improbable, with any that are related by the
moft credulous Hiftorian ¢ It would be
mafifeftly ridiculous to pretend, that there
is no analogy between the boafted feats of

Con-
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Conjurors and Magnetifers ; the refemblance
will ftrictly hold in every refpeé except this,
that the Magnetifer is the more able Magi-
cian of the two. :
. 1V. 'Welearn from the hiftory of human
nature, that the more illiterate part of the
community, from their pronenefs to fuper-
ftition, have moft commonly become the
prey of arrogant impoftors, But the modern
tribe of Magnetic Jugglers, have had the
fineflz to feduce charaters, the moft exalted
and refpeCtable. What muft be the afto-
nithment of pofterity, to read, that mem-
bers of the Britith Senate, have fo far for-
gotten their dignity, as to countenance the
moft worthlefs foreigners, in their flagrant
impofitions upon the Publi¢ : to read, that
they have become their aflocjates and co-ad-
jutors; have liftened with gravity to Lec-
tures frayght with the moft profound non-
fenfe ; have learnt the tricks and grimace of
knavith buffoons, and thus equipped, they
have iffued forth as Magnetifers, offering
their fervices among their friends and ace
quaintance. : )
It is really difficult to know in what man-
ner to addrefs thefe noble and honourable
charaéters, who have thus fullied their dige
nity, and difhonoured their underftandings.
The Education of a Gentleman, ought tq
render him a competent judge between Phi-

‘ quophy, and Legerdemain; between a ratie

Fa onal
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onal propofition, and nonfenfical jargon. I
muft therefore, frankly acknowledge, that
to me it agp&:s one of the greateft and moft
fingular effects of Magneti{m, that it thould
poflefs the power to infatuate and bewilder,
theintelle&ts of men, whoupon ma y other
occafions, are capable of ating an ufeful, and
creditable part in fociety.

V. Men of avowed licentious principles,
have embraced many opportunities, to infult
the friends of Chriftianity, upon the weak-
nefs and credulity of the orthodox. But
Magnetic attraCtion feems to have levelled
all diftin@ions ; fo that believers, and un-
believers, 1urks, Jews, and Schifmatics, may
be found mingled together in the number of
its difciples. If it were once thought a
ftrange thing to meet Epicurus in a heathen
temple ; How much more ftrange is it, to
fee a rational Infidel, who could never find
fatisfatory evidence of the truth of Chrift-
ianity, now admitting with implicit faith,
all the doctrines taught by the great Apoftles
of Magnetifm ! Men who deny the perpe-
tual providence of the Creator, can believe,
that a wretched impoftor in London, daily
controls the health and lives af their fellow
creatures in different parts of the Globe,
They do not believe that God ever endowed
any one with power to open the Eyes of the
blind ; and yet they believe, that without
any divine affiftance, a man can confer the

gift
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gift of feeing through the moft opaque bo.
dies. ‘They cannot perceive any thing con-
fondlt to reafon, or juftice, in vicarious fuf.
ferings ; and yet they admit that a Magneti.
fer can transfer the Phyfical evils of his
fellow creatures to his own body, fo that
< bimfelf fball take their fickneffes, and bear
thesr infirmities..” A miracle, according to
thefe Gentlemen, is in its own nature ime
po(fible ; and yet they believe, that their
mafter by making a few circles in the Arr,
can perform miraculous cures, equal to any
upon record : but what is more, they alfo
believe, that the Magnetic Apoftles can con- -
fer upon themfelves, the power of working
miracles equally extraordinary. When men.
have attained to fuch a meafure of faith, that
they can receive and propagate tales, equalz
ridiculous with any that difgrace the legen
of the darkeft ages; we muft either threwd-
ly fufpe@ the honefty of their fceptical de-
clarations upon certain points, or rejoice to
obferve that, among Infidels, may be found
the leaft rational, and the moft credulous of
all mankind.

V1. This abfurd bufinefs, is likewife faid
to receive countenance and fupport, from
many re{fpeCtable minifters, both in the efta-
blithed church, and among the diffenters,
Their motives for ftanding forth as advocates
in fo ftrange a caufe, may do credit to their
heasts ; but the interefts of humanity do not

require
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require any man to lay afide his underftand-.
ing : and the plea of a good intention, is a
very infufficient excufe, for the man who ex-
pofes not only his own charaer, but his
profeffion, and even religion itfelf, to the
mfults of profane men, for the fake of de-
fending a piece of contemptible quackery.
Some of thefe reverend Gentlemen have
learned the art and myftery of Magnetifm,
to the great edification of thofe, who have
long been accuftomed to regard priefts and
empirics as fimilar chara&ers. It may be
refumed, however, that clergymen are no
more interefted in the {cience and practice of
Magnetifm, than in tumbling, or rope-
dancing ; and if their curiofity fhould induce
them to learn the art of picking locks, and
inverting pockets, it would be not lefs lauda-
ble, than that which carries them to the lec-
tures of Magnetifers : and Iam fully perfuaded
that a clergyman has as much bufinefs with
Magic, as with Magnetifm, in the perfor-
mance of his paftoral funéion. ‘
Reverend Sirs, you are believers in the
Chriftian Revelation, and in Animal Mag-
netifm ; and you defend the authenticity of
cach in the fame way, by the evidence of
miracles. Suppofe it were to be inquired,
How you diftinguith between the mira-
cles. recorded in fcripture, and thofe re-
lated by the profeflors of this new Iart?
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I 'am perfuaded you would be fome time
in finding a fatisfatory anfwer. ‘To re-.
ply, that the Magnetifers lay no claim to
miraculous powers, would be a mere fubter~
fuge, a verbal evafion ; for wherever a true
miracle is performed, the agency of fome
fupernatural power is implied. If any man
thould remove a mountain by ftretching. out
his finger, you would grant the interference
of an agent more than human ; and if by a
fimilar motion, difeafes can be chafed from
the bodies of the fick, are thefe effets lefs
fupernatural ? '
The very fame arguments, that would
prove the mighty works done by the Apo-
ftles of Chrift, to be genuine miraoles, would
be equally conclufive in favour of the migh
feats boafted by the Magnetifers. If you
be thus reduced to acknowledge the prefence
of a fupernatural power, we muft next in-
wveftigate its nature, and inquire whether thefe
operations be diabolical, or Divine? You
“cannot efteem them to be divine, without
deferving the folemn reproof that Peter once
delivered to that ancient impoftor, Simon
the Magician ; and charity forbids one to
fuppofe, that you fufpe& diabolical agency.
But it is very poffible, that fome of thefe
marvellous ftories, which you have helped
to circulate, are grofs miftakes, and that
the greater part are impudent falfehoods ;
What then will be your refletions when the
' bubble
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bubble burfts, and the whole fcheme of this
stsocious impofition fhall be openly de-
tected? The time cannot be very diftant,
when the moft fafcinated advocate for this
Medico-religious buffoonery, will be atham-
ed of, and confounded at, his fimple credu-
lity. The interefted agents in tiis bufinefs,
axe too low and contemptible, to fuffer the
indignatian of an infulted publick ; but upon
you, their tools and abettors, will the pon-
derous load of infamy defcend ; an Infamy,
that may ftain the glory of all your former
labours, and greatly obftru& your future
ufcfulnefs. A well gounded charge of cre-
dulity and fanaticifm, muft unnerve all that
your zeal, your learning, and piety, may at-
tempt ; and the meaneft of your hearers,
may think it a fufficient reafon for defpifing
all that you may preach, when he fay,
This Man was a Magnetifer !'—

7. Quacks and Impoftors have commonly
been moft fuccefsful in their depredations,
n the lower ranks of people, who are
always remarkably attached to the marvel.
Jous. The common venders of noftrums,
bave alfo genenally given the people fome-
thing {ubftantial for their money; but quack-
:}?’ in this improvzd ﬁatc,hopcratcs upon
e body, difordering the imagination,
and cann’;t I;hoyaﬁ of one ego&, but wg}‘xre]:::&
victim of credulity has been previoufly delud-

ed by hope, or terrified with apprclu:nﬁon.I
t
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- Tt has been thought a fufficient reply to

" any one who urges that Magnetifmn operatcs

only upon the fancy, that *“ we may daily

- witnefs the moft remarkable FacTs, which

are performed by this new .agent in nature.”
When any matter of fa& is brought be-
fore the mind, with fufficient evidence of its
truth, it muft be admitted ; but we are not
obliged to grant any conclufion which the
relator may pleafe to infer. 1 believe, that
timorous people have fallen into fits, at
the time they were expofed to the tricks
and grimace of a Magnetifer ; that the fto-
mach and bowels have fuffered great com-
motions; and that fome diftempers gra-
dually difappeared after thefe difturbances
had been excited. The fimple falts are ad-
mitted for truths, and the caufe Iaffign, is
mental perturbation. Nothing .can betray

eater weaknefs of the underftanding, than
gr a man to pretend that he has rightly
affigned the caufe, when he has only fimply
proved the fa&, and who expets the fame
deference to be paid to his Logical dedu@i-
ons, that we give to the teftunony of his
fenfes.

Before a man undertakes to fhow, that
any one Phenomenon is effeted by fome
agent or power, it is incumbent upon him
to prove the exiftence of that agent, or his
theory will be a mere repe of fand. Ntohw

G e
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the exiftence of fuch an Agent as theMag-
netifers boaft of, is a mere chimera, its rea=
lity never has, and never can be proved :

on a fair and candid examination into this °

matter in France, they were pronounced to
be a fet of vile impoftors, apd were prohi-
bited by royal Authority, from continuing
their int{mous practices. *

It has been often urged, that < If
be done by thefe men, why fhould we be fo
fcrupulous about the means that they em-
ploy i 'This is indeed an argument wor-
thy of fuch a caufe, and would vindicate
highway-robbery and affarfination, as well
as Magneti{m.

He who pretends that the end will juftify
the means, is either a weak, or a wicked
man, and is qualificd to be an advocate for
the groffeft enormitics that have ever been
committed. Fraud, and deceit, are in their
own nature, highly criminal; and whatever
fuppofed benefits may refult from employ-

‘ing

* In order to elnde the force of what the Royal
Academicians brought againft this impofture in France;
the Magnetifers in England, pretend to renounce all
affinity with their foreign brethren. ~ They tell us, that
what they praice is * commonly called Animal Mag-
netifm ; but in what the difference confifts, they have
not vouchfafed to declare.  But this is a paltry cquivo-
cation, for, however, there may be fome little circumn-
flantial variations, the fcheme is fundamentally and

eflentially the fame: equally foolith, and equall
fraudulent. Ly So0lh Y

—
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ing fuch engines, the guilt of the perpetrator
is not at all leflened by his fuccefs; and it
becomes the duty of every good member of
fociety, to difcountenance and expofe fuch
dangerous charaters.

But it is no new thing, to fee men in dif-
trefs, urged by fretfulnefs and impatience,
forfake the ufe of lawful and natural means
of relief, and attempting to extricate them-
felves by practices of a very fufpicious nature.
We have a very memorable inftance of this,
in the example of King Saul, who in the
day of his calamity, fought relief from the
prohibited arts of a wretched old woman ;
—and it becomes his imitators to recollect
the affecting reafon he gives for this crimi-
nal conduét,—¢¢ I am fore diftreffed—and
Go: is departed from me,—therefore I have
called thee.” :

THE END.
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