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PRETFAC E.

\HE favourable reception this Treatife has
met with in its original ‘ftate, and the
feveral Editions -through which it has paffed,
en}:oura-ges the Author to hope that its appear-
‘ance on a more enlarged fcale will render it not
lefs deferving the countenance of his Brethren.
Befide feveral new articles, the prefent Edition |
contains many ufeful remarks and obfervations
founded on the beft authorities and moft au-
thentic records. -

The Author would be wanting in gratitude to
his friends, were he not to acknowledge the
obligations he is under to many gentlemen for
feveral curious extralls, and the perufal of many
valuable manufcripts, which have enabled him
to illuftrate his fubject with greater accuracy and
precifion. o

This Tra& is divided into four Books. In
the firit Book is included a Vindication of
Mafonry, with a demonftration of its excellency.
In the fecond Book the Lectures of the different
Degrees “are ilmu{;t'.':stcd,‘with occafional remarks
and obfervations, and z bricf deicription is given |
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of the antient ceremonies of the Order. The
7hird Book contains the copy of a curious_ old
.Manufcript on Mafonry, enriched with fome
valuable annotations of the great Mr. Locke ;
to which are annexed fome additional remarks,
the better to illuftrate and explain this authentic
document of antiquity. The fourth Book is
reftricted to the hiftory of Mafonry from its firft

appearance in England to the ptefent. time, in
the courfe of which are introduced the moft

remarkable occurrences of the Sotiety, with the
names of the patrons and protectors of the fra-

ternity at different periods. In this part of the

work, the Author has found it neceflary to

make confiderable additions. Throughout the-

whole is interfperfed a number of explanatory’

-notes, containing faithful extra&ts from original
records, and a varicty of other interefting par-

ticulars.

At theend is given a colleftion of Anthems
and Songs; fore of which have never appeared in
any former publication. Thefebeing occafionally
introduced in our affemblies, in the courfe of our
ceremonies, may tend greatly to enliven the
proceedings.




INTRODUCTION.

7HOEVER confiders with attention the
nature and defign of the mafonic’infti-
tution, muft readily admit its general “utility.
From an anxious defire to difplay its value, I
have been induced to offer the following fheets .
to the Public. Many reafons might have with-
held me from the attempt ; my inability asa
writer, my attention to the duties of my profef-
fion, and the many abler hands who have treated
the fubje& before me: yet, under all thefe dif-
advantages, the perfuafions of friends, added to
a warm zeal in the caufe, have enabled me to
furmount every difficulty, and to ritk my repu-
tation on the fate of my performance.

- When I firft had the honour to be elected
Matter of a Lodge, I thought it my duty to in-
form myfelf fully of the general rules of the.
Society, that I might be able to explain to the
Brethsen under my direction their utility and
importance, and OFFICIALLY at leaft to enforce
a due obedience to them. The various methods.
which I adopted with this view, excited in fome of
fuperficial knowledge, an abfolute diflike of what
they confidered as innovations ; and in others of '
more enlarged faculties, a Jealoufy of pre-

, A 4. eminence



viii INTRODUCTION.

eminence which the principles of Mafonry ought
to have checked. Notwithftanding thefe dif-
couragements, I perfevered in my intentions of
fupporting the dignity of the Society, and of dif-
charging with fidelity the truft repofed in me.

As candour and integrity, with a warm zeal
uninfluenced by intereft and unbiafled by favour,
will ever fupport a good caufe, many of my op~
ponents (pardon the expreflion) were foon con-
vinced by argument of their error, and not only
applauded my meafures, but cheerfully concurred
_in their execution ; while others fecretly approved
what their former declared opinions forbad them
publicly to adopt.

‘This unexpedted fuccefs exceeding my moft
fanguine withes, I was induced to enquire, with
a more minute attention, into the contents of
our various le&urcs. The rude and imperfect
ftate in which I found them, the difficulties 1 en-
countered in my fearch after them, and the variety
of modes eftablifhed in our affemblies, rather dif-
couraged me in the firft attempt; perfevering
however in the defign, I continued the purfuit ;
and with the affiftance of a few friends, who had
carefully preferved what ignorance and the de-'
generacy of a corrupt age had rejected as unin-
telligible and abfurd, 1 diligently fought for, and’

: ) at




INTRODUCTION. ix

at length happily acquired, fome of the an-
tient and venerable landmarks of the Order.

This fortunate acquifition increafed my in-~
duftry, and induced my friends to join me in
exemplifying the beauty and utility of themafonic
fyftem, and correfing the irregularities which
had infenfibly crept into our affemblies. We
therefore fully determined to profecute our defign
of effe@ing a general reformation.

To revive the wife charges and ufeful regula-
tions of Mafonry, which inattention had fuffered
to fink into oblivion, was the firft ftep we purfued
at the commencement of our plan.

Dire&ted by an affiduous ftudy and careful
perufal of thofe charges, we eftablithed them as
the bafis of our work. To imprint on the me-
mory the faithful difcharge of our duty, we re-
duced the more material parts of our fyftem into
pratice, and profecuted our enquirics after ftilk .°
more ufeful knowledge. :

To encourage others to join in our under-
taking, we obferved a general rule of reading, or
ordering to be read, one or more of thefe charges
at every regular meeting, and of offéring our fen-
timents in elucidation of fuch particular paffages
as feemed to. be obfcure.. By thefe means many
ufeful hints were offered, which we gradually
improved, till at laft we fucceeded in bringing:

“Ags inta



x - INTRODUCTJON.

into form the feveral feGions of which the three
letures of Mafonry are compofed.

- The progrefs daily made by our fyftem point-
ing out the neceffity of obtaining the fan&ion of
our patrons, feveral brethren, gentlemen of

~acknowledged honour and integrity, joined us
fome years ago in an application to the moft
refpectable members of the Society- for their
countenance and prote&ion; and we fo far hap-
pily fucceeded in the accomplifhment of our plan,
" as not only to obtain the withed-for fanétion,
but to fecure the promife of future afliftance
and fupport. ‘Since that time our plan has been
fo generally approved, as to be univerfally ad-
mitted as the bafis of our Moral Le&ures ; and
to that circumftance the prefent publication owes
its fuccefs. ,

To conclude. Having thus ventured to appear
in vindication of the ceremlonies, and in fupport
of the privileges, of Mafonry, I fhall be happyto
be confidered a feeble inftrument in promoting
its profperity. If I continue to mect with the
approbation of my brethren, and fucceed in my
expelations of giving the world a favourable idea
of the inftitution, I fhall attain the full completion
“of my wifhes; and if my hopes are fruftrated, I thall
ftill indulge the not unpleafant refle€tion of hav-
ing exerted my beft endeavours in a good caufe.

'W.P.

Dean-Street, Fetter-Lane, /%
January 1ft, 1788,
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ILLUSTRATIONS

OF

MASONRY.

"B OOK L

A VINDICATION OF MASONRY*, INCLUDING
A DEMONSTRATION OF ITS EXCELLENCY,

SECTION 1.

A.Rgﬂeﬁiam on the [ymmetry and proportion ab]}layed

in the works of Nature, and on the barmony and
affettion which [ubfift among the various fpecies
of beings of every rank and denomination.

HOEVER refledts on the objects that
furround him, will find abundant rea-
fon to admire the works of Nature, and to adore

the Being who dire@s fuch aftonithing opera-
‘tions : he will be convinced, that infinite wif-

dom could alone defign, and infinite power finifh,
fuch amazing works, .
If
* See the Difcourfe compofed by Brother CriarLEs LestiE,
in the Edinburgh Frec-Mafons Pocket Companion of the
year 17635, B - -
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2 ILLUSTRATIONS

If a man were placed in a beautiful garden,
on a-calm furvey of its rich colletions, would
not_his mind be affeted with the moft exquifite
celight? the groves, the grottoes, the artful
wilds, the flowery parterres, the opening viftos,
the lofty cafcades, the winding ftreams, the whole
variegated fcene, would awaken his fenfibility,
and infpire his foul with the moft exalted ideas.
When he obferved the delicate order, the nice
fymmetry, and beautiful difpofition of every part,
feemingly complete in itfelf, yet refletting new
beauties on the other, and nothing wanting to
anake one beautiful whole, with ‘what bewitch-
ing fenfations would not his mind be agitated ?
A view of this delightful fcene would naturally
lead him toadmire and venerate thehappy genius
of him who contrived it.

As the produtions of art fo forcibly imprefs
the human mind with furprife and admiratien,
with how much greater aftonifhment, and with
what more profound reverence, muft we behold
the operations of Nature? On every hand fhe
‘prefents to our view unbounded fcenes of pleafure
and delight, in which divinity and wifdom are
alike confpicuous. Thefe fcenes are indeed too
expanded for the narrow capacity of man to con-
prehend; yet, from the uniformity of the whole,

it




OF MASONRY. 3

it is eafy to trace the original fource, the grand
Author of exiftence, the fupreme Governer of the
world, the one perfe&t and unfullied Beauty.

Befide all the gaieties and pleafing profpe&is
which every where furround us, and with which
our fenfes are every moment gratified ; befide
the fymmetry, good order, and proportion, that
appear-in the whole works of the creation, there
is fomething farther that attralls the refle&ting
mind, and draws its attention nearer to the
Divinity—~the univerfal harmony and affeétion
which fubfift among the different fpecies of
beings of every rank and denomination. Thefe
are the fure cements of the rational world, and
by thefe alone the rational world fubfifts. Were
it poffible to conceive that thefe could for a mo-
ment be diﬂ'olved, Nature too, and man, the chief
work of God, would return to chaos, and uni-
verfal confufion enfue.

If we look around us we fhall find, that in
the whole order of beings, from the feraph that
‘adores and burns, down to the meaneft infet;
-all, according to their proportion in the fcale of
-exiftence, have, more or lefs, implanted in them
by wife Nature, the principle of uniting with
“others of the fame fpecies with themfelves. Do
we not obferve fome of even the moft inconfi-

B2 derable
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derable animals formed into different ranks and
focieties for the benefit and proteion of each
other? Need we name the careful ant, or the
induftrious bee; infe€ts which the wifeft of men
has recommended as patterns of unwearied in-
duftry and prudent forefight ?

~ When vwe raife our ideas higher, we fhall find
that the innate principle of friendfhip rifes in
_proportion as the objects feem to advance nearer
to the degree of rational. There can be no bet-
ter way of judging of the fuperiority of one part
of the animal creation above the other, than by ‘
obferving what degrees of kindnefs and feeming
good-nature they enjoy.

SECT. IIL

Friendfbip confidered both in a limited and extenfive
© view, and the advantages refulting from it.

O fubje& can more properly engage our at-
tention,  than the benevolent difpofitions,

and good temper of foul, which indulgent Nature
has kindly beftowed upon the rational fpecies.
‘Thefe prefent to the mind agreeable refleGtions,
- and are replete with happy effe@ts. When the
breaft is infpired with tender feelings, a recipro-
cal intercourfe of kind and generous actions con-
' ftantly
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ftantly prevails. As human nature rifes in the
fcale of things, fo do the focial affeions likewife
arife. 'When friendfhip is firm and cemented,
we enjoy the higheft dégree of pleafure ; when
it deadens or declines, we experience an equal
degree of pain. In every breaft there reigns a
ftrong propenfity to this virtue, which, once
properly eftablifhed, fweetens every enjoyment,
“fooths every malady, and removes every difquie-
tude to which human nature is expofed.

Friendfhip may be traced in its progrefs
through the circle of private connexions to that
grand fyftem of univerfal benevolence, which
no limits can circumfcribe. To every branch
of the human race its influence will extend.
A&uated by this principle the fame fentiments will
infenfibly operate on the mind, till each indi-
vidual center his happinefs in the happinefs of
‘his fellow-creatures, and a fixed and permanent
union be eftablifhed among men.

Neverthelefs, though the influence of friend-
thip, confidered as the fource of univerfal bene-
volence, may be unlimited, it will exert itfelf
more or lefs vehemently as the objets it favours
are nearer or more remote. Hence the love of
friends and of country gencrally takes the lead
in our affeCtions, and gives rife to that true

' B3 patriotifm,
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heightening
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patriotifm, which fires the foul with the moft ge-
nerous flame, creates the beft and moft difinterefted
virtue, and infpires that public fpirit and heroic
ardour which enables us to fupport a good caufe,
and rifk our lives in its defence.

This commendable virtue crowns the lover of
his country with unfading laurels, gives a luftre
to all his a&ions, and confecrates his name to

lateft ages. ‘The warrior’s glory may confift in

murder, and the rude ravage of the defolating
fword ; but the blood of thoufands will never
ftain the hands of his country’s friend. His vir-
tues are open, and of the nobleft kind. Con-

{cious integrity fupports him againft the arm of .

power; and fhould he bleed by tyrant-hands,
he glorioufly dies a martyr in the caufe of li-
berty, and leaves to pofterity an everlafting maq-
nument of the greatnefs of his foul.

Friendthip not only appears divine when em-
ployed in preferving the liberty of our country,
but ‘fhines with equal fplendor in the more
tranquil fcenes of life. Before it rifes into the
noble flame of patriotifm, aiming deftruction at
the heads of tyrants, thundering for liberty, and
courting dangers in a good caufe; we fhall fee
it calm and m derate, burning with an even

e ey . ctrar e i,
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heightening the relith for virtus. In thefe hap-
py moments contralls are formed, focieties are
inftituted, and the vacant hours of life are cheer-
fully employed in agreeable company and focial
converfation.

SECT. HL
Origin of Mafonry, and its general advantages..

ROM the commencement of the world, we

" may trace the foundation of Mafonry. Ever
fince fymmetry began, and harmony difplayed
her charms, our Order has had a being. During
many ages, and in many different countries, it
has flourithed. No art, no fcience preceded it.
In the dark periods of antiquity, when literature
was in a low ftate, and the rude manners of our
forefathers withheld from them that knowledge
‘u‘re now fo amply fhare, Mafonry diffufed her
influence. ‘This fcience unveiled, arts inftantly
arofe, civilization took place, and the progrefs of
knowledge and philofophy gradually difpelled the
gloom of ignorance and barbarifm, Government
“being fettled, authority was given to laws, and
the affemblies of the fraternity acquired the pa-
tronage of the great and the good, while the
4 . tenets



8 ILLUSTRATIONS

tenets of the profeffion were attended with gene-
ral and unbounded utility.
Abftra&ting from the pure pleafures which
-arife from a friendfhip fo wifely conftituted as
that which fubfifts among mafons, and which it
is fcarcely poffible that any circumftance or
occurrence can erafe, we find that Mafonry is a
{cience confined to no particular country, but
diffufed over the whole terreftrial globe. Where-
ever arts flourith, there it flourifhes too. Add to
this, that by fecret and inviolable figns, care-
fully preferved among the fraternity throughout
the world, Mafonry becomes an univerfal lan-
guage. By thefe means many advantages are
gained : The diftant Chinefe, the wild Arab,
or the American favage, will embrace a brother
Briton ; and he will know, that befide the com-
mon ties of humanity, there is ftill a ftronger
obligation to engage him to kind and friendly
offices. The fpirit of the fulminating pricft will
be tamed; and a moral brother, though of a
different perfuafion, engage his efteem. Thus,
through the influence of Mafonry, which is
reconcilable to the beft policy, all thofe difputes
which embitter life, and four the tempers of men,
are avoiled ; while the common good, the ge-
ucral defign of the craft, is zealoufly purfued.
"~ The
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The utility of our fyftem is therefore fuffi-
ciently obvious. Men of the moft oppofite reli-
gions, of the moft diftant countries, and of the
moft contradi@ory opinions, are by it united in
one indiffoluble bond of unfeigned affe@ion, and
are bound, by the ftrongeft ties, to the prattice
- of fecrecy, morality, and virtue. Hence in
every nation a Mafon may find a friend, and in.

every climate.a home.

Such is the nature of our inftitution, that, in
all our Lodges, union is cemented by fincere
attachment, hypocrify and deceit are unknown,,
and pleafure is reciprocally communicated by
the cheerful oblervance of every obliging office..
Virtue, the grand object in view, luminous as
the meridian fun, fhines refulgent on the mind,,
enlivens the heart, and converts cool approbation.
into warm fympathy and cordial attention, ,

Though every man who carefully liftens to.
the diftates of reafon, may arrive at a clear per=
fuafion of the neceflity and beauty of virtue,
both’ private and public ; yet it is a full recom-
mendation of a fociety, to have thefe purfuits con-.
tinually in view, as the fole objects of their aflo-
ciation: and thefe are the laudable bonds that:

“unite free-mafons in one indiffoluble fraternity..,

Bs SECT.
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SECT. IV.
Mafonry confidered under two denominations.

ASONRY paffes and is underftood under
"~ two denominations : it is operative, and
fpeculative. By the former, we allude to the
ufeful rules of architeCture, whence a flructure
. derives figure, ftrength, and beauty, and whence
refult a due proportion,and a juft correfpondence
in all its parts. By the latter, we learn to fub-
due the paffions, act upon the fquare, keep-a
tongue of good report, maintain fecrecy, and
practife charity.

Speculative Mafonry is fo much interwoven
with religion, as to lay us under the ftrongeft
obligations to pay to the Deity that rational ho-
mage which at once conftitutes our duty and our
happinefs. It leads the ¢ontemplative to view
with reverence and admiration the glorious works
of the creation, and infpires them with the moft
exalted ideas of the perfe&tions of the divine
Creator.—Operative Mafonry furnifhes us with
dwel‘lings, and convenient fhelters from the vicif=
fitudes and the inclemencies of feafons; and,
while it difplays the influence of human wifdonr,

not
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not only in thé choice, but in the arrangement, -

of the fundry materials of which an edifice is
compofed, it demonftrates that a fund of fciance ‘
and induftry is implanted in man for the wifeft,
moft falutary, and beneficent purpofes.
The lapfe of time, the ruthlefs hand of lgno-
.rance, and the devaftations of war, have laid
wafte and deﬁroyed‘ many valuable monuments
of antiquity, on which the utmoft exertions of
Human genius have been employed. Even the
temple of Sor.oMon, fo fpacious and magnificent;
and conftrutted by fo many celebrated artifts,,
efcaped not the unfparing ravages of barbarous
force. Free-Mafonry, notwithftanding, has ftil}
furvived. The attentive ear receives the found
from the inftru&tive tongue, and the facred
myfteries are fafely lodged in the repofitory of
faithful breafts. The tools and implements of
architeGture, fymbols the moft expreflive! im-
print on the memory wife and ferious truths,,
and tranfmit unimpzired, through the fucceffion
of ages, the excellent tenets.of the inftitution,

Bé6 - SECT.
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SECT. V.
The Government of the Fraternity explained.

HE mode of government obferved by the
fraternity will beft explain the importance
of Mafonry, and give a true idea of its nature
and defign. .
Three clafles are generally admitted, under
different appellations. The privileges of each
clafs are diftin&, and particular means are
adopted to preferve thofe privileges to the juft
and meritorious. Honour and probity are re-
commendations to the firft clafs; in. which the
pradlice of virtue is enforced, and the duties of
morality inculcated, while the mind is prepared
for focial converfe, and a regular progrefs in the
principles of knowledge and philofophy. Dili-
-gence, afliduity, and application, are qualifica-
_tiohs for the fecond clafs ; in which an accurate .
elucidation of fcience, both in theory and prac- .
tice, is given; human reafon is cultivated by a
due exertion cf our rational and intelleGtual
powers and faculties ; nice and difficult theories
are explained, new difcoveries produced, and
thofe already known beautifully embellithed.
. The
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The third clafs is confined to a feleGed few,
whom truth and fidelity have diftinguifhed,
whom years and experience have improved, and
whom merit and abilities have entitled to pre-
ferment. 'With them the antient landmarks of
the Order are preferved ; and from them we
learn and practife thofe neceffary and inftructive
leflons, which at once dignify the art, and qualify
its numerous profeflors to illuftrate and explain
its excellence and utility. '

This is the eftablithed mode of our govern-
ment when we a& in conformity to our rules.
By this judicious arrangement true friendfhip is
cultivated among different ranks and degrees of
men, while hofpitality is promoted, induftry
rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged.

SECT. VL

. Reafons affigned why the fecrets of Mafonry ought not

to be publicly expofd; and the zmpartance of tbo/é
Jecrets demonfirated,

F the fecrets of Mafonry are replete with fuch
advantage to mankind, it may be afked, why

are they not publicly .expofed for the general -
: ‘ good
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- good of fociety ?  Too this it may-be anfwered-;
Weré the privileges of Mafonry to be common,
or. indifcriminately beftowed, the defign of the
inftitution would be fubverted; for being fa~
miliar, like many other important matters,
they. would foon lofe their value, and fink into
difregard.

It is a. weaknefs in human nature, that men
are generally more charmed with novelty, than
the real worth or intrinfic value of things. Of
this. truth. innumerable teftimonies might be
adduced, but one inftance may fuffice. The
aperations of Nature, though beautiful, mag-
nificent, and. ufeful, are frequently overlooked,
becaufe common and familiar. The fun rifes
and fets, the fea flows and reflows, rivers glide
along their channels, trees and plants vegetate,
men and beafts act, yet all thefe, being perpe-
tually prefent to the eye, pafs over unnoticed.
In fbort, the moft aftonithing productidns of
Nature are viewed with indifference on.account
-of their familiarity, and’ gxclte got o?e fingle
emotion, either in admiration of the great caufe,
ar of gratitude for the bleflings conferred. Even
virtue itfelf is not exempted from this unhappy
hxas in-the conftitution of the human frame.,

Novelty
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Novehy influences all our aétions, ajl our deten-
minations. Every thing that is new or difficult
in. the acquifition, however trifling or infignifi-
cant, readily captivates the imagination, and
_enfures a temporary admirationr; while what is
familiar, or y attained, however noble or
eminent for utility, js fure to be lyfregarded by
the giddy and the thinking. .

If the fecrets or peculiar forms of Mafonry
conftituted the effence of the art, it might with
fome degree \of propgety be al‘{?d;xat our
amuferpents WerS tiitling, and eur geremonies
abfurd. But this. the fki
fon knows, be falfa,.

' en-i,f’formed ma-

nearennﬁ:eéh
Wth‘ Bav nfe to

mftances
’conﬁders» and
they inculcate ;
ufeful knowledge,

the propriety &f our folemnities, and candidly
acknowledges their value from their utility.
Many have been deluded by the vague fuppo~
fition that the myfteries of Mafonry were merely
nominal ; that the practices eftablithed. among
the
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the fraternity were flight and fuperficial ; and
that-our ceremonies were of fuch trifling import,
-as to be adopted, or waved, at pleafure. Eftablith-
ing their opinion on this falfe foundation, we
‘have found them hurrying through all the de-
‘grees without adverting to one neceflary qualifi-
cation. They have no fooner pafled through the
ufual formalities, than they have accepted offices,
and affumed the government of Lodges, equally
unacquainted with the duties of the trufts re-
pofed in them, and the deﬂgn of the fociety they
pretended to govern. The confequence is ob-
vious; anarchy and confufion have enfued, and.
the fubftance has been loft in the fhadow.—
Hence men eminent for ability, for rank, and for
fortune, have been led to view with indifference
the diftinguifhed honours of Mafonry, and have
either accepted offices with reluctance, or rejected
them with difdain.

Under thefe difadvantages our inftitution has
long laboured. Every zealous friend to the Order-
‘muft earneftly with for a reformation of the
abufe. Of late years it muft be acknowledged
that our aflemblies in general have been better
regulated. The good effe@s of preferving order
and decorum, promotmg harmony, and incul-

catmg
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cating obedience to the general regulations of
Mafonry, are too obvious to require elucidation.
The flourifhing ftate of fuch Lodges as have
adopted a regular plan of government, are con-
vincing proofs of the propriety of this remark.
Were the brethren who have the honour to
‘prefide over Lodges, to be properly apprized of -
the duties of their refpecive offices, a general
‘reformation would certainly take place. This
‘hint may probably be produ&ive of good confe-
quences. A flep fo laudable would evince the
“propriety of our feveral appointments, and lead
‘'men to acknowledge, that fometimes at leaft our
-honours were defervedly beftowed. Thus the
ancient luftre of the fratermty would be happily
reftored, and our fyftem of government univer-
‘fally admired ; virtue being duly encouraged,
and merit properly rewarded. o
This condu&t alone can retricveour charaler.
Our prudent a&tions ‘muft diftinguifh our title
to the honoufs of Mafonry, and our regular de-
portment difplay the influence and utility of our
rules ; hence the world in general may be led to
admire the regularity of our meafures, and eafily .
* to teconcile the uniformity of our proceedings
with the tenets of our profeflion.

SECT.
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SECT. VIL

Few Societies exempt from cenfure. Irregularities of
Mafons no argument againft the Inflitution.

A MONG the various focieties to which' the
.paflions and inclinations of men have givgn
birth, we find few, if any, that are wholly, ex-
_empted from cenfure. Friendthip, however va~
luable in itfelf, however univerfal its influence,
has feldom operated fo powerfully in general
affociations, as effeCtually to promote that fincere
attachment to the welfare and profperity of each
other, which is neceflary to conftitute true hap-
pinefs. This may be afcribed to fundry caufes,
“but to none with more propriety, than to the
reprehenfible motives which too frequently lead
men to the participation of focial entertainments.
When, to pa}fs an idle hour, to oblige a friend,
or probably to gratify an irregular indulgenca,
we are induced to mix in company,, it is not fur-
prifing that. the important duties of fociety in
that cafe fhould often be neglected, and that, in
the quick circulation of the cheerful glafs, our
nobleft faculties fhould be fometimes buried in
the cup of ebriety. v
' ' It
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1t is a truth tos obvjous to be concealed, that
the privileges of Mafonry have long been. too
common, and hence we may affign a reafon why
their good effe@s arc not more confpicuous.
Several perfons have enrolled their names in our
records merely to oblige their friends, without
once reflecting on the confequences of fuch a
meafure, or enquiring into the nature of their
particular engagements.. Not a few have been
prompted by motives of intereft, and many in-
troduced with no better view than to pleafe as
good companions. A general odium, or at leaft
a carelefs indifference, has been the refult of fuch
condu&. But here the evil has not ftopt. Thefe

Ml L

perfons, ignorant of the defign of the inftitution, -

probably without any real defe& in their own
morals, have been induced to recommend others
of the fame caft' with themfelves for the fame
purpofe. Hence the moft valuable part of Ma-
fonry has been turned into ridicule, while the
fuperficial practices of a luxurious age have bu-
ried in oblivion principles that might have dig-
nified the moft exalted chara&ers.

When we confider the variety of members of
which our fociety is compofed, and the fmall

number who are really converfant with the tenets
: ; . of
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of the inftitution, our wonder that fo few thould
be diftinguifhed for exemplary lives will {oon
abate. It muft be admitted, that though the -
faireft and beft ideas may be imprinted on the
mind, fome men are fo carelefs of their own repu-
tation as to difregard the moft inftructive leflons.
Such, I am forry to obferve, are even to be found
among perfons diftinguifhed for a knowledge in
the art of Mafonry, of whom too many are often
induced to violate the rules to which a pretended
conformity may have gained them,applaufe.
By yiclding to vice and intemperance they have
frequently not only difgraced themfelves, but
have brought difhonour upon the fraternity in
general ; hence the more prudent part of man-
. kind have conceived a general prejudice againft
the fociety, of which it is difficult to wipe off the
impreflion ; and thus, by their indifcretion, the
beft of inftitutions has been brought into con-
tempt. ’
But though unhappy brethren thus tranfgrefs,
no wife man willdraw from thence an argument
againft the fociety, or urge their error as an ob-
jection againtt the inftitution, Were the wicked
lives of men admitted as an argument againft
the religion which they profefs, chriftianity it~
felfy
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felf, with all its beauties, would be expofed to
cenfure, Thus much we may aver in favour of
Mafonry, that whatever imperfections may be
found among its profeffors, it countenances an
error in no individual. Such as violate the laws,
or infringe on good order, are marked with a
peculiar odium ; and if mild endeavours to re-
form their lives fhould not anfwer the good pur-
pofes intended, they are expelled our aflemblies,
as unfit members of fociety.

Vain, therefore, is each idle furmife againft
our noble plan; while Mafonry is properly fup-
ported, it muft be proof againft every attack of
its moft .inveterate enemies. By decrying our
laudable fyftem, men are not aware that they
derogate from the dignity of human nature it-
felf, and from that good order and wife difpofi-
tion of things which the almighty Author of the
‘world has framed for the government of man-
kind, and has eftablifhed as the bafis of the
moral fyftem. Friendfhip and focial delights
«can never be the object of reproach, That wif-
dom which hoary Time has fan&ified, can never
be the objct of ridicule. Whoever therefore
pretends to cenfure or condemn what he cannot
comprehend, appears equally mean and con-

temptible ;
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temptible; and the generous heart will pity
ignorance fo afpiring and infolent. ’

SECT. VIIL

Charity the diftinguifbing charateriftic of Mafons.
That virtue explained.

C‘HARITY is the chief of every focial virtue,
and the diftinguithing charaQeriftic of our
Order. This virtue not only includes a fupreme
degree of love to the great Creator and Gover-
nor of the univerfe, but an unlimited affeCtion
to beings of all chara&ers and of every denomi-
pation. This laft duty is forcibly inculoated
by the example of the Deity himfelf, who libe-
rally difpenfes his beneficence to unnumbered
worlds. :
It is not particularly our province at prefent
to enter into a difquifition of every branch of
"this amiable virtue ; we fhall therefore only .
briéfly ftate the happy effelts of a benevolent dif-
pofition, -and fhew that charity exerted on proper
objedts is the greateft pleafure man can poffibly
enjoy.
The bounds of the greateft nation, or the moft
extenfive empire, cannot circumfcribe the gene-
rofity
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rofity of a liberal mind. Men, in whatever
ficuation they are placed, are ftill, in a great
meafure, the fame. They are expofed to fimilar
dangers ‘and misfortunes. ‘They have not wif-
dom ‘to forefee, or power to prevent, the evils
incident to-nature. They hang, as it were, in
perpetual fufpenfe between hope and fear, fick-
nefs and health, plenty and want. A mutual
chain of dependence fubfifts throughout -the
animal creation. ‘The whole human fpecies
are therefore proper objcéls for the -exercife of
charity. '

Beings who ‘partake of one contmon nature,
ought ever to be.actuated by the fame motives
and interefts. Hence, to footh the unhappy, by
fympathizing with their misfortanes, and to
reftore peace and tranquility to agitated fpirits,
conftitute the general and great -ends -of 'the
mafonic inftitution, This humane, this generous
difpofition fires ‘the breaft with manly feelings,
and enlivens that fpirit of compaflion, which is
the glory of the human frame, and which not
only rivals, but outthines every other pleafiire
“the 'mind is capable of enjoying.

All human pafions, directed by the fupenor
‘principle ‘of reafon, tend to promote fome ufeful
" purpofe ; but-compaflion exerted on proper ob-
- jeétsy
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" jells, is the moft beneficial of all the affections
it extends to greater numbers, and excites more
lafting degrees of happinefs. :

Poflefled of this amiable, this godlike dxfpoﬁ-
tion, Mafons are thocked at mifery under every
form and appearance. The healing accents that
flow from the tongue, not only alleviate the pain
of an unhappy fufferer, but make even adverfity,
in its difmal Rtate, look gay. Our pity excited,
we afluage grief, and cheerfully relieve diftrefs.
When a brother is in want, every heart is prone
to ache; when he is hungry, we convey him
food; when he is naked, we clothe him ; and
when he is in trouble, with fpeed we fly to his
relief. Thus we evince the propriety of the
title we bear, and demonftrate to the world at
large, that the word BROTHER among mafons is
not merely a name,

SECT. IX.

The difcernment .dzﬁlayed Izy\Mqﬁns in the proper

choice of objects of charity.

T muft be acknowledged by the moft invete-
rate enemies of Mafonry, that no fociety is
more remarkable for the pra&ice of charity, nor
any aﬂembly of men more univerfally famed for
difinterefted
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difinterefted liberality. It cannot be faid that
Mafons meet only to indulge in convivial mirth,
while the poor and needy pine for relief. Our
quarterly. contributions, exclufive of our pri-
vate fubfcriptiens to relieve diftrefs, prove the
contrary, We are always ready, in proportion
to our circumftances, cheerfully to contribute to
alleviate the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures ;
but when we confider the variety of objects who
prefent themfelves at our meetings, whofe feem-
ing diftrefs the dictates of Nature as well as the
ties of Mafonry incline us to pity and relieve,
we find it neceffary fometimes to inquire into the
caufe of their misfortunes ; left a mifconceived
tendernefs of difpofition, or an impolitic gene-
rofity of heart, might prevent our making a pro-
per diftin&tion in the choice of obje&s. Though
our hearts and ears ought always to be impreflcd
with, and open to the diftrefles of the deferving
poor, yet our charity fhould not be mifapplied, or
our bounty difpenfed with a' profufe liberality
on perfons who may ufe Mafonry as a cloak to
cover impofture.  Such as are burdened with
a numerous offspring, and through age, ficknefs,
infirmity, or any unforefeen accident-in life, are
" reduced to poverty and want, particularly claim
C our
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our attention, and feldom fail to exixrience the
happy effeéts of our friendly affociations. We
confider their fituation as more eafy to bhe
conceived than exprefled, and are induced li-
berally to extend our bounty in their behalf.
Hence we give convincing proofs of our wifdom
and difcernment ; for though our benevolence,
like our laws, is unlimited, yet our hearts glow
principally with affeCtion toward the deferving

_ part of mankind.

From the above view of the advantages re-
fulting from the practice and profeflion of
Mafonry, muft not every candid and impartial
mind acknowledge its fuperiority to the greater
part of modern inftitutions ! If the picture we
have drawn is juft, it is furely no mean advantage,
no trifling acquifition to any government or ftate,
to have under its jurifdiction a fociety of men
who are firm patriots, loyal fubjects, patrons of
fcience, and friends to mankind.

SECT. X.
Conclufion.  Friendly admonitions.
AVING explainéd the principles of Ma-
fonry, and endeavoured to demontftrate their

excellence and utxhty, I fhall conclude my ob-
fervations
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fervations with a few friendly admonitions,
which I hope will be favourably -received, as
they proceed from a fincere attachmem to the
interef} of the fraternity,

As ufeful knowledge is the great objc& of our
defire, we ought to apply with zeal to the praltice
and profeflion of Mafonry. The ways of wifdom
are beautiful, and lead to pleafure. Knowledge
is attained by degrees, and cannot every where
be found. Wifdom feeks the fecret fhade, the
lonely cell defigned for contemplation. There
‘enthroned the fits, delivering her facred oracles.
T here are we to feek her, and purfue the real blifs,-
Though the paflage be difficult, the farther we
trace it, the eafier it will become.

If we are united, our fociety muft fourifh.
Let all private animofities therefore, if any fthauld
exift, give place to peace and good fellowdhip.
Uniting in the grand defign, let us be happy
ourfelves, and endeavour to contribute to the
happinefs of others, Let us promote the ufe-
ful arts, and by that means mark ouc fupe-
riority and diftin&ion ; let us cultivate the moral
virtues, and improve in all that is good and
amiable; let the Genius of Mafonry prefide
over our conduét, and under her fovereign {way

Ca2 let
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let us a& with becoming dignity. On every
occafion’let us preferve a noblenefs and juftnefs
of underftanding, a politenefs of manner, and an
evennefs of temper. Let our recreations be in-
nocent, and purfued with moderation ; and
never let us fuffer irregular indulgenciés to ex-
pofe our chara&er to derifion. Thus fhall we
a& in conformity to our precepts, and fupport.
the name we have always borne, of being a
refpeCtable, a regular, and an uniform fociety.

EULOGIUM

ASONRY comprehends within its circle

. every branch of ufeful knowledge and learn-
ing, and juftly ftamps an indelible mark of pre-
- eminence on its. genuine profeffors, which
neither chance, power, nor fortune can beftow.
When its rules are ftri&tly obferved, it is found to
be a fure foundation of tranquility amidft the va-
rious difappointments of life; a friend that will
not deceive, but will comfort and affift, in pro-
{perity and in adverfity ; a blefling that will re-
main with all times, circumftances, and places,
: and
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and to which recourfe may be had when other

earthly comforts fink into difregard.

Mafonry gives real and intrinfic excellence to
man, and renders him fit for the duties of focial
life. It calms domeftic ftrife, it is company in
folitude, and jt gives vivacity, variety, and
energy to focial converfation. In youth it checks
the paffions, and employs ufefully the moft a&ive
faculties ; and in old age, when ficknefs, imbe-
cility, and difeafe have benumbed every corporeal
fenfe, and rendered the union of foul and body
almoft intolerable, a refle€tion on the time fpent in
Mafonic purfuits yields an inexhauftible fund of

comfort and fatisfaction.

" Suchare the general advantages of Mafonry ;
to enumerate them feparately, would be an end-
lefs labour : it may be fufficient to obferve, that
he who is poflefled of this true fcience, and a&s
agreeably to the chara&er he bears, has within
himfelf the fpring and fupport of every focial

_virtue; a fubject of contemplation that enlarges
the mind, and expands all its powers ; a fubject
that is inexhauftible, ever new, and always in-
terefhng.

.Cg



[ 30 ]

e —————

ILLUSTRATJIONS
OF

M A 5 O N R Y.

B OOK IL

REMARKS ON MASONRY, INCLUDING AN
JILLUSTRATION OF THE LECTURES, AND
A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF SEVE-
RAL ANTIENT CEREMONIES; TOGETHER
“WITH THE CHARGES OF THE DIFFERENT

DEGREES., -

SECT. L
General Remarks.

ASONRY is juftly confidered as an ar¢

equally ufeful and extenfive. It muft be

allowed, that in all arts there is a myftery, which
requires a gradual progreflion of knowledge to
attain to any degree of perfeCtion in them.
Without much inftruion, and. more exercife,
no man can be fkilful in any art ; in like manner,
without ah afliduous application to the various
fections comprehended in the different letures
of Mafonry, no perfon can be fufficiently ac-
quainted with its true value, '

It

e —
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- Tt is nbt to be inferred from this remark, that
perfons who labour under the difadvantages of a-
confined education, or whofe fphere of life re-
quires a more intenfe application to bufinefs or
ftudy, thould be difcouraged in their endeavours
to gain a knowledge of Mafonry. To qualify an
individual to enjoy the benefits of the fociety, or
to partake of ‘its privileges, it is not abfolutely
neceflary to be acquainted with all the intricate
parts of the fcience. Thefe are refesved only for
the diligent and afiduous Mafon, whohas leifure:
and opportunity to indulge fuch purfuits..

Some are more dexterous and able than
others, fome more expert, fome more eminent,
fome more ufeful ; yet all, in their differeng
fpheres, may prove advantageous te the commu-
nity. Our neceflities as wel} as our confciences
bind us to love one another. Though the induf-

‘trious tradefman proves himfelf a very ufeful
member of fociety, and worthy of every honour
we can confer ; yet the nature of every man’s
- profeflion will not always admit of that leifure
which is requifite to qualify him for an office
‘and it muft be allowed, that thofe who, by ac-
cepting offices, exercife authority, thould be pro-
perly qualified todifcharge their duty with honour:

- Cs to’
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to themfelves, and credit to their different fla-
tions.—All men are not blefled with the fame
powerAs,v all men have not the fame advantages ;
all men therefore are not equally qualified to
govern.—Mafonry, however, is founded upon too
noble, too generous principles, to admit of dif-
quietude and variance among its profeflors on
that account ; neither arrogance and prefump-
tion appear on the one hand, nor diffidence and
inability on the other. In the whole feries of our
proceedings true friendfhip is cultivated among
~ different ranks of men, who are united in one ge-
neral plan, and that endearing happinefs promoted
which conftitutes the eflence of civil faciety.

SECT. IL
he Ceremony of opening and clofing a Lodge.

N every regular affembly of men, who are
convened for wife and ufeful purpofes, the
commencement and termination- of bufinefs is
attended with {ome form. Though cerrmonies
are 1n taemfelves of little importance, yet as they -
ferve to engage the attention, and to imprefs the
mina with reveience, they muft be confidered as
necetfary on folemn occafions. They recal to
memory
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mémory the intent of the aflociation, and banifh.
many of thofe trifling amufements which too fre-
quently intrude on our lefs ferious moments.

From the moft remote period of antiquity this
pradtice may be traced. Being founded on a
rational bafis, the cuftom ftill prevails in every
civilized country of the world.

The veneration due to antiquity, fetting aﬁde
the reafonablenefs of the pra&tice, might recom«
mendit. To enlarge on the propriety of ob-
ferving it in Mafonry, which has received the
fan&ion of the early ages, as well as the patro-
nage of the wifeft men in more recent periods,.
would, we apprehend, be equally needlefs and:
unimportant. As the cuftom therefore is uni--
verfally admitted among mafons, we fhall briefly
confider the advantages of it, as far as the ues of
the Order will admit. : ' ’

" The ceremony ufed at the opening of our
affemblies anfwers two purpofes ; it reminds the
Matter of the dignity of his chara&er,. and the.
brethren of.fidelity to their truft. _Thefe are not.
the only advantages refulting from it; a reve-
rential awe for the Deity is inculcated. Here we
are taught-to adore the God who made us, and
to-fupplicate his prote&ion on our well-meant
endeavours, .. .. . . :
\ Cs . The
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The clofing of our meetinygs teaches us to offer
up the proper tribute of gratitude to the benefi-
cent Aathor of life; and here the kefs important
duties of the fraternity are not paffed over unob-
frved. By this ceremony we are taught the
neceflary degree of fubordination which takes
place in the government of our lodges.

Such is the mature and utility of this cere- -

many, that it becomes oar duty mever to omit it 5
. enthis account it isarranged as a fetion in every
~ degree of Mafonry, and takes the lead in all ous

illuftrations.

4 Prayer ufed at opening she Lodge.
May the favour of Heaven be upon this ouy

happy mecting ; may it be condwied with order,

harmony, and brothierly love, Amen.

A Prayen ufd s g ths Lodge,
May the blefling of Heaven be with us, and

all regular Miafons ; to beautify amd cement us -

with. every moral and! focial virtue. Amen.

Charges and Regalations for the condul? and beba-
wiour of Mafons. »

. A rehearfal of the antient charges of the fociety

properly fucceeds the opening, and precedes the:

clofing,
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clofing, of every lodge ; we fhall theréfore give

them in their due arrangement. The pratice
of explaining the eriginal laws of Mafonry ought

_ fiever to be negledted in our regular affemblies g

" a repetition of our duty cannot be difagrecable

to thofe who are acquainted with it, and to thofe-
to whom it is net known, fhould any fuch be, it.
is highly proper to recommend it.

Management of the Craft in wirking;
. [To be rehearfed at opening the Lodge. ]

Mafons employ themfelves dlllgently in their
fundry vocations, live creditably, .and conform.
with cheerfulnefs to the laws and .cuftoms of the
country in.which:they refide..

"The moft expert Craftfman is chofen  or ap-
pointed Mafter of the work, and is duly honoured -
as fuch by thofe over whom he prefides;

The Mafter knowing himfelf. qualified, . un-
dertakes the government of the Lodge,and truly
difpenfes his rewards, giving to every brother the
approbation which he merits.

A Craftfman appointed Warden of the work
under the Mafter, is true to Mafter and fellows,
carefully overfees the work, and the brethren
ebey him,

Cé6 The
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The Mafter, Wardens, and brethren ‘receive
their rewards juftly, are faithful, and carefully
finith the work they begin, whether it be in the
firft or fecond degree ; but never put that work
to the firft, which has been accuftomed to the
fecond degree.

Neither envy nor cenfure js difcovered among
mafons. No brother is fupplanted, or put out
of his work, if he be capable to finith the fame ;
as no man who is not perfe@ly fkilled in the
original defign, can, with equal advantage to the
Mafter, finith the work begun by another, - *

All employed in Mafonry meekly recéive their
rewards, and ufe no difobliging name. Brothet
or fellow are the terms.or appellations they be-
ftow on each other. They behave courteoufly
within and without the Lodge, and never defert
the Mafter till the work is finithed.

Laws for-the Government of the Lodge.

You are to falute one another in a courteous
manner, agreeably to the forms eftablifhed among
mafdns; you are freely to give fuch mutual in-
ftrucions as fhall be thought neceffary or expe-
dient, not being overfeen or overheard, without

encroachmg upon cach other, or derogating from
that
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that refpe which is due to any gentleman were .

he not a mafon ;. for though as mafons we rank
as brethren on a level, yet Mafonry deprives no
man of the honour due to his rank or charalter,
but rather adds to his honour, efpecially if he
has deferved well of the fraternity, who always
" rendef honour to whom it is due, and avoid ill-
manners. »

No private committees are to be allowed, or
feparate converfations encouraged ; ‘the Mafter
or Wardens are not to be interrupted, - or any‘
brother fpeaking to the Mafter: but duedecorum
is to be obferved, and a proper refpet paid to
the Matfter and prefiding officers. .

Thefe laws are to be ftrictly enforced, that har-
mony may be preferved, and the bufinefs of the
Lodge be carried on with order and regu!anty.

- Amen, So mote it be.

Charge ‘o the Bebaviour qf Mafons.
) [To be rehearfed at clofing the Lodge.]

‘When the Lodge is clofed, you may enjoy
" yourfelves with innocent mirth; but you are
-, carefully to avoid excefs.. You are not to compel
e any brother to act contrary to his inclination, or
\‘ to give offence by word or deed, but epjoy a free
and
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and eafy converfation. You dré to ufe no ise
moral or obfcene difcourfe, but fupport with
propriety the dignity of your character.

You are to be cautious in your words and
cartiage, that the moft penetrating ftranger may
not be able to difcover, or find out, what is not
proper to be intimated ; and, if neceflary, you
are to wave a difcourfe, and manage it prudently,
for the honour of the fraternity.

At home, and in your [everal neighbourhoods,
‘'you are to-behave as wife and moral mén. You
are never to communicate to your famiilies,

friends, or acquaintance, the private tranfackions

of our different affemblies ; but upon every .oe-
¢afion to confult your own honour, and the rcpu~
tation of the fraternity at large.

You are to ftudy the prefervation of your
healths, by avoiding irregularity and intempe-

rance, left your families be neglected and injured,

or yourfelves difabled from attending to your ne-
ceflary employments. : ’

"1f a frange brother apply in that charater,
you are cautioufly to examine him in fuch a me-
thod as prudence may direét, and agreeably to
the forms cftablifhed among mafoens ; that you
may not be impofed upon by an igdorant falfe

pretender,

o
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pretender, whom you are to rejet with con-
tempt, and beware of giving him any fecret hints
of knowledge. -But if you difcover him to bea
<srue and genuine brother, you are to refpe& him
accordingly : if he bein want, you are to relieve
him, or dire€ him how he may be relieved; you
are to employ him, or rccommend him to be
employed : however, you are never charged to
do beyond your ability; enly te prefer a poor

. Brother, who is 2 good man and true, before any

ether perfon in the fame circumftances.

Finally; Fhefe rules youw are always to ob-
ferve and enforce, and alfo the duties which have
been communicated in the lecture; cultivating
brotherly love, the foundation and capeftone, the
eement and glory of this antient fraternity ;
avoiding, upon every occafton, wrangling and
quarrelling, flander and backbiting ; not per-
mitting others to flander your honeft brethren,
But defending their characers, and doing them:
all good offices, as far as may be confiftent with
your honour and fafety, but no farther. Hence
all may fee the benign influcnce of Mafonry, as
all true mafons have done from the beginning of
the world, and will do to the end of time.

Amen.  So mote it be. :
SECT.
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SECT. III

REMARKS on the FIRsT LECTURE.

JAVING illuftrated the ceremony of open-
ing and clofing a Lodge, and inferted the
Charges and Prayers ufually rehearfed in our re-
gular aflemblies on thefe occafions, we fhall now
enter on a difquifition.of the different Se&ions
of the Leures appropriated to the three degrees
of Mafonry, giving a brief fummary of thewhole,
and annexing to each Remark the particulars to
which the fection alludes. By thefe means the
induftrious mafon will be properly inftru&ed in
the arrangement of the fections in each leture,
and be enabled with greater cafe to acquire a
knowledge of the art, ' '
The firft lecture of Mafonry, which is divided
into fix feGions, paints virtue in the moft beauti-
ful colours, and enforces the duties of morality..
In it we are taught fuch ufeful lcffons as prepare, -
the mind for a regular progrefs in the princi-
ples of knowledge and phiiofophy. Thefe are
imprinted on the memory by lively and fenfible
images, to influence our conduc in the proper
difcharge of the duties of focial life,
: Tbe
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The F:(/i Section.

The firft fe@ion of this Le@ure is fuited to
all capacities, and ought to be known by every
one who withes to rank as a mafon. It confifts
of general heads, which though fhort and fimple,
yet carry weight with them. They ferve not
only as marks of diftinétion, but communicate
ufeful and interefting knowledge when duly
examined.. They qualify us to try and examine
the rights of others to our privileges, while they
prove ourfelves ; and as they induce ‘us to in-
quire more minutely into other particulars of
greater lmportance, they ferve as an introduion
to topics more amply elucndated in the following
feéhons.

To thns Remark we ¢an annex no other exs
planation, confiftent with the rules of Mafonry;
we fhall therefore refer the more inquifitive to our
regular aflemblies for farther inftruction.

The Second Seftion.
The fecond fection makes us not only ac-
quainted with our peculiar forms and ceremonies
at-the initiation of Candidates into Mafonry, but

convinces us, beyond the power of contradiction,
) Oy P o

a
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of the propriety of our rites; and demonftrates
to the moft fceptical and heﬁtatmg mind their
excellence and utility.

As in this feCtion we are taught the ccremony
of initiation into the Order, the following par~
ticulars relative to that ceremorty may be here
introduced with propriety.

A Declaration to be affented to by every Candidate,
previous to bis being initiated.

Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour,
before thefe gentlemen*, that, unbiafled by friends
againft your inclination, and uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, you freely and voluntarily
offer yourfelf a candidate for the myfteries of
Mafonry ?

Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour,

~before thefe gentlemen, that you are folely

prompted to folicit the privileges of Mafonry by
a favourable opinion conceived of the inftitution,
a defire of knowledge, and a fincere wifh of being
ferviceable to your fellow-creatures ?

Do you ferioufly declare, upon your honour,
before thele gentlemen, that you will cheerfully

conform
* The Stewards of the Lodge,.
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conform to all the antient eftablifhed ufages and
cuftoms of the fraternity ?

, When the above declaration is made, the can-
didate is propofed in open Lodge, in manner
following: '

' Propofition.
R. W, Mafter and brethren, ‘
At the requeft of Mr. A, B. [mentioning his
\ profeffion and refidence,] 1 propofe him in form 4s
a proper candidate for our myfteries; 1 recom-
mend him as worthy to partake of the privileges
‘of Mafonry : and in confequence of a declara-
tion of his intentions now made, and properly
attefted, I believe he will cheerfully conform to
the rules of the Order.

A Prayer ufed at the Initiation of a Candidate.
Vouchfafe thy aid, Almighty Father of the
"Univerfe, to this our prefent convention ; and
grant that this candidate for Mafonry may dedi-
cate and devote his life to thy fervice, and be-
come a true and faithful brother among us. En-
due him with a competence of thy divine wifdom,
that, by the fecrets of this art, he may be better
enabled to difplay the beauties of godlinefs, to the
honour of thy holy name, Amen. '
, [ Nete,
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[ Nate. 1t is a duty incumbent on every Mafter
of a Lodge, juft before the ceremony of initiation
takes place, to inform the candidate of the pur-
pofe and defign of the inftitution ; to explain the
* nature of his folemn engagements; and in a
manner peculiar to mafons alone, to require his -
cheerful acquiefcence to the duties of morality
and virtue, and to all the facred tenets of the
Order. ]

The Third Setion.

The third fection, by the reciprocal commu-
nication of our marks of diftin&tion, proves us
to be regular members of the Order, and incul-
cates thofe neceffary and inftruéive duties, which
at once dignify our characlers in the double ca-
pacity of men and mafons.

We cannot betfer illuftrate this fection, than
by inferting the following

Charge at Instiation into the firft Degree®,
BROTHER,
[As you are now introduced into the firft
principles of Mafonry, I congratulate you on
being
* The paragraphs enclofed in brackets [ ] may be occafionally
emitted, if time will not admit of delivering the whole Charge.
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being accepted into our antient and honourable
Order : antient, as having fubfifted from time
immemorial ; and honourable, as tending, in
every particular, to render all men fo, who will
be but conformable to its precepts. No infti-
tution was ever raifed on a better principle or
- . more folid foundation ; nor were ever more ex-
cellent rules and ufeful maxims laid down, than
are inculcated on all perfons when initiated into
the myfteries of this fcience. Monarchs, in all
ages, have been encouragers and promoters of
our Art, and have never deemed it derogatory
from their dignity to level themfelves with the
fraternity, to extend their privileges, and to pa«
tronize their aflemblies. ] -

As a gentleman and a mafon you are bound to
be a ftrict obferver of the moral law, as contained
in the holy writings*; to confider thefe as the
unerring ftandard of truth and juftice, and to re-
gulate your life and actions by their divine pre-
cepts, Herein your duty to God }, to your

neighbour,

* The Bible: and in countries where it is not known, any othez
Yook which is underftood to contain the word of God.

+ In never mentioning his name, but with that awe and re-

verence which is due from a creature to his creator; to implore

his aid in all your laudablc undertakings, and to efteem him as
the chief good, ’ ~
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neighbour *, and to yourfelf 1, is dulyinculcated ;
and a zealous attachment to thefe duties will al-
ways fecure public and private efteem. ,
_ In the State, you are to be a quiet and peace=
able fubje&, true to your fevereign, and juft to
your country; you are never to countenance
difloyalty or rebellion, but patiently fubmit to:
magifterial authority, and conform with cheerful-
nefs to the government of the kingdom in which:
you live. ' i
[In your outward demeanour you ate to be
particularly careful to avoid cenfure or reproach ;
and on every occafion to beware of thofe who
may artfully endeavour to infinuate themfelves
into your efteem, with a view to betray your
virtuous refolutions, or make you fwerve from
the honourable principles of this inftitution,
Let not intereft, favour, or prejudice, bias your
integrity, or influence you to be guilty of a dif-
honourable a&ion ; but let the whole feries of
your conduét and behaviour be regular and uni-
form, and your deportment fuitable to the dig-
nity of this laudable profeflion. ] .
Above

% Inafting upon the fquare, and doing unto him as you with
he fhould do.unto yeu.

t In avoiding all irregularity and intemperance, unbecoming
the dihity of human nature, -
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Above all other virtues, you are to’ pradtife
benevolence and charity ; thefe being the moft dif-
tinguifhing chara&eriftics of this venerableinfti-
tution. [Theinconceivable pleafure of contri-

- buting toward the relief of our fellow-creatures
can only be experienced by perfons of a humane
difpofition ; who are naturally excited, by the
power of fympathy, to extend their aid in allevi-

.ation of themiferies ofothers. 'This encourages
the generous Mafon to diftribute his bounty with
cheerfulnefs. By fuppofing himflf in their un- .

‘happy\ fituation, he liftens to their complaints
with attention, bewails their misfortunes, and
fpeedily relieves their diftrefs. ]

The next obje& of your attention, and which
more immediately relates to your prefent ftate, is
our excellent Conftitutions. Thefe contain the
hiftory of Mafonry from the earlieft periods, with
an account of the noble perfonages who have
enriched the Art at different periods; and the
laws and charges by which the fraternity have
beén long governed. '

. A punétual attendance on our affemblies is
next required, more efpecially on the duties of
the lodge to which you may hereafter belong.
There, as in all other regular meetings of the:

fratesnity,
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fraternity, you are to behave with order and de-
corum, that harmony may be preferved, and the
bufinefs of Mafonry be properly conduéted.:
(Y ou are not to lay, or offer to lay, wagers; nei-
ther are you to ufe any unbecoming language in
derogation of the name of God, or towards the
corruption of good manners ; you are not to in-
troduce, fupport, or maintain any difpute about
religion or politics ; or behave ludicroufly while
the lodge is engaged in what is ferious and im-
portant ; but pay a proper deference and refpect
to the Mafter and prefiding officers, and diligent-
ly apply to your work in Mafonry, that you.
may the fooner become a proficient therein, as
well for your own reputation, as the honour of
the lodge in which you have been received. ]
Although your frequent appearance at our re-
gular meetings is earneftly folicited, yet Mafonry
is not meant to interfere with your neceflary
vocations, for thefe are on no account tobe neg-
leQed : At your leifure hours it is expected that
you will ftudy the liberal arts and fciences, and
occafionally improve in Mafonic difquifitions by
applying to well-informed Brethren, who will
be always as ready to give, as you will be to
receive inftruion,
To
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" To conclude, you are to keep facred and in-
violable the myfteries of our Order ; and if ever,
in the circle of your acquaintance, you may find -
one defirous of being accepted among mafons,
you are to be particularly attentive not to re-
commend him, unlefs you are convinced he will
conform to our rules; that the honour, glory,
and reputation of our inftitution may be firmly
eftablifhed, and the world at large be convinced
of its benign influence.

(From the attention you have paid to the
recital of this charge, it is hoped that you will
eftimate-its real value, and ever imprint on your

" mind the facred ditates of truth, honour, and

juftice.]
The Fourth Section.

The fourth feCtion rationally accounts for the
origin of our hieroglyphical inftrucion, and
convinces us of the advantages which will ever
accompany a faithful obfervance of our duty;
it illuftrates at the fame time certain particulars,
of which our ignorance might lead us into error,
-and which as mafons we are indifpenfibly bound
to know.

To make a daily progrefs in Mafonry is our
conftant duty, and is exprefsly required by our
D - general
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general laws. What end can be more noble than
the purfuit of virtue ; what motive more alluring
than the practice of juftice ; or what inftru&ion
more beneficial than an accurate elucidation of
fuch fymbolical myfteries as tend to embellifh
and adorn the mind? Every thing that ftrikes
the eye more immediately engages the attention;
and imprints on the memory ferious and folemn
truths. Hence Mafons have univerfally adopted
this method of inculcating the tenets of their
order by typical figures and allegorical emblems,
and by thefe means they have prevented their
myfteries from defcending into the familiar reach
of every inattentive gnd unprepared novice, from

whom they might not receive due veneration,
Our records inform us, that our ufages and
cuftoms have ever correfponded with thofe of the
antient Egyptians, to which they bear a near
affinity. Thefe philofophers, unwilling to ex-
pofe their myfteries to vulgar eyes, concealed their
particular tenets, and principles of polity, under
hieroglyphical figures, and exprefled their notions
of government by figns and fymbols, which they
. communicated to their Magi alone, who were
bound by oath not to reveal them. The Pytha-
gorean fyftem feems to have been eftablifked on
a fimilar plan, and many orders of 3 more modern
’ date.
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date, Mafonry, however, is not only the moft
antient, but the moft moral inftitution that ever
{ubfifted ; and every character, figure, oremblem,
depifted in our Lodges, has a moral tendency;!
and inculcates the praice of virtue on cvery in-
dividual. :

The Fifth Section.

The fifth fection explains the nature and prin-
_ ciples of our conftitution, and teaches us to dif-
<harge with propricty the duties of the different
departments which we are nominated to fuftain,
in the gavernment of a Lodge.  Here, too, our
ornaments are difplayed, our jewels and furni-
ture fpecified, and a proper attention is paid to our

antient and venerable patrons. |,

To the above remark we can add but little to
explain the fubje& of this fection, or affift the
induftrious mafon to attain it. A punctual at-
tendance on the duties of the Lodge we muft
- recommend as the moft effeCtual means to enable
him to become mafter of it; and it may be juftly:
abferved, that a diligent application to the truths
it demonftrates, will naturally induce him to
improve by the example of the original patrons.
of Mafonry.

D2 The
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The Sixth Seltion.

The fixth feion, though the laft in rank, is
not the leaft confiderable in importance. It
ftrengthens thofe which precede, and enforces,
in the moft engaging manner, a due regard to
our chara&er and behaviour in public as well as
in private life ; in our lodges, as well as in the

- general commerce. of fociety.

Of all the feQions in this degree, the fixth
particularly claims our attention. It not only
retains fome antient landmarks of the Order, but
forcibly inculcates the moft inftrutive leflons.
Brotherly love, relief, and truth, are the themes
on which we here expatiate; and the cardinal
virtues do not ‘efcape our notice. By the exer-
cife of brotherly love we are taught to regard the
whole human fpecies as one family, the high and
low, the rich and poor, created by one Almighty
Being, and fent into the world for the aid, fup-
port, and protection of each other. On this
principle, Mafonry unites men of every country,
fet, and opinion, and conciliates true friendfhip
among thofe who might otherwife have remained
at a perpetual diftance.—Relief is the next tenet

of
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of our profeflion. To relieve the diftrefled is a
duty incumbent on all men, but particularly on
mafons, who are linked together by an indiffo-
luble chain of fincere affe¢tion. To footh the
unhappy, to fympathize with their misfortunes,
to compaflionate their miferies, and to reftore
peace to their troubled minds, is the grand aim
we have in view. On this bafis we eftablifh our
friendfhips and form our connexions.—Truth is
a divine attribute and the foundation of every
virtue. To be good and true is the firft leflon
we are taught in Mafonry. On this theme we
contemplate, and by its diGates endeavour to
regulate our conduct; hence, while we are in-
fluenced by this principle, hypocrify and deceit
are unknown, fincerity and plain-dealing always
diftinguifh us, and the heart and tongue join in
promoting each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in
cach other’s profperity. :

-« To this explanation of the above principles .
fucceeds. an illuftration of the four. cardinal vir-
tues—temperance, fortitude, prudence, and juf-
tice.—By the firft we are initructed to govern
our paflions, and check our-unruly defires. The
health of the body, and the dignity of the fpecies,
are equally concerned in a faithful obfervance of

D3 this
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shis virtue.—By the fecond, we are taught te
refift temptations, and encounter dangers with
fpirit and refolution, This virtue is equally
ciftant from rathnefs and cowardice, and who-
ever poflefles it, is feldom fhaken, and never
overthrown, by the ftorms that furround
him.—By the third, we are induced to regulate’
our conduct by the diftates of reafon, and to
judge and determine with propriety in the exe-
cution of every thing that may tend to promote
either our prefent or future well-being. On this
virtue all the others depend ; it is therefore the
. chief jewel that can adorn the human frame.—
Juftice is the boundary of right, and conftitutes
the cement of civil fociety. Without the exer-
cife of this virtue, univerfal confufion would
enfue; lawlefs force would overcome the prin-
ciples of equity, and focial intercourfe no longes
exift. As juftice in a great meafure conftitutes
the real good man, fo is it reprefented as the pes-
petual ftudy of the accomplithed mafon.

The illuftration of thefe virtues is accom-
panied with fome general obfervations on the
equality obferved among mafons. In our
affemblies no eftrangement of behaviour is to
be difcovered. An uniformity of opinion,

. which

e~
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which is ufeful in exigencies, and pleafing
in familiar life, univerfally prevails, firengthens
every tie of friendfhip, and equally prométes,
love and efteem. Mafons are brethren by a
double tie, and among brothers fhould exift
no invidious diftin&ions. Though merit is
always refpected, and honour rendered to whom
it is due, the fame principles govern all.
A king is reminded, that although a crowh may
adorn the head, or a fceptre. the hand, yet the
blood in the veins is derived from the common
parent of mankind, and is no better than that
- of the meaneft fubjet. The wifeft fenator, or
the moft fkilful artift, is taught, that, equally
with others, he is by nature expofed to infirmity
and difeafe; and that an unforefeen misfortune,
or a difordered frathe, may impair his nobleft
faculties, and level him with the moft ignorant
of his fpecies. This checks natural pride, and
incites courtefy of behaviout.  Men of inferior
talents, or not placed by fortune in fuch exalted
ftations, are here inftruéted to regard their fupe~
riors with peculiar efteem, when they behold
them divefted of pride, vanity, or external gran-
deur, and condefcending, in the badge of inno-
cence and bond of friendthip, to trace wifdom and
Dy follow
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follow virtue, affifted by thofe who are of a rank

beneath them. As Virtue is true nobility, and
Wifdom the channel by which Virtue is di-

re&ted and conveyed ; Wifdom and Virtue cnly

can diftinguith mafons,

Such is the arrangement of the different fec-
tions in the firft leGture, which, with the forms
adopted at opening and clofing the Lodge, com-
prehends the whole of the firft degree of Mafonry.
This plan, while it has the advantage of regu-
_ larity to recommend it, has alfo the fupport of
_precedent and authority, and the fanétion and
_refpeét which flow from antiquity. The whole
is a regular- fyftem of morality, conceived in a
ftrain of interefting allegory, which muft unfold
its beauties to the candid and induftrious in-
quirer,

, S_E CT. 1IV.
REMARKS on the SECOND LECTURE.

ASONRY is a progreflive fcience, and is
divided into different clafics or degrees, for

the more re;ular advancement of its profefiors in
the knowlcuge of its myfteries.  According to the
progrefs

—— e ——— A~
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progrefs we make, we ‘are led to limit or extendi
our inquiries ; and, in proportion to our genius
and capacity, we attain to a greater or lefs de~
gt'ee of perfection.

‘Mafonry includes within its circle almoft
every branch of polite literature. Under the
fan&ion of its myfleries, is comprehended a re-
gular fyflem of fcience. Many of its illuftra-
tions to the confined genius may appear dull,
trifling, and unimportant; but to the man of
more enlargéd faculties, they will appear in the -
higheft degree ufeful and interefting. To pleafe
the accomplithed fcholar and the ingenious artift,
Mafonry is wifely planned; and in the invefti--
gation of its latent do&rines, the philofopher
and mathematician will expenence equal dellght'

and fatisfaétion, '

To exhauft the various fubje&s of which
Mafonry treats, would tranfcend tire powers of -
' " the brighteft genius; ftill, however, nearer ap- .
proaches to- perfeCtion may be made, and the
man of wifdom will never check the progrefs of
his abilities, though the- tafk he attempts may at
firft feem arduous and' infurmountable; Perfe-
verance and application will remove each diffi- -
culty as it occurs ;. every-ftep we advance, new

Dgs "~ pleafures
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pleafures will open to our view, and inftrution
of the nobleft kind attend onr refearches. In

the diligent purfuit of knowledge great difcove~

ries are made, and the intclle@ual faculties are
employed in the grangd defign of promoting the
glory of God, and the goed of man.

Such is the refult of all our illuftrations in.
Mafonry. To promote fcience, reward induftry,
and encourage ingenuity, is the general feope of
our meafures. Reverence for the Deity, and
gratitude for the bleflings of heaven, are incul..
Gated in every degree.  This is the termination

~ of our inquiries,. and beyond thefe limits ouy ca-
pacities cannot reach,

The firfk degree of Mafonry is well calculated
te.enforce the duties of morality, and to imprint
on the memory the nobleft principles which can.
adorn the human mind. 1t is therefore the beft
introdu@ion te the fecond. degree, which not

only extends the fame plan, but. comprehends a.
more diffufive {yftem of knowledge. Here prac~
tice and theory join in qualifying the induftrious

mafon to fhare the pleafures which an. advance-
ment in the art muft neceflarily afford him.
Liftening with.attention to the wife opinions of
experienced craftfmen on important fubjects, he
~ gradually
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gradually familiarizes his mind fo ufeful inftruec
tion, and is foen enabled to inveftigate truths of
the utmoft éoncern in thé general tranfa&xoné
of life.

From this fyﬁem proceeds a rational dmufe-
thent ; while the mental powers are fully exet<
¢ifed, the dignity of our nature is properly fup<
ported. Thus a fpirit of emulation ‘pervades
every breaft, and we are inducéd to vie who fhall
thoft excel in prometing the valuatﬂe fulés of our.
venerable inftitution. : :

Tt Firpt Section..

The firft feQion of the fecond degree of Ma--
fonry accutately elucidatés the mode. of intro-
duétion into that particular clafs, and inftrucls
the diligent craftfman how.te proceed with regu=
larity in the proper arrangement of the ceremos.
nies ufed on that oceafian.. While it qualifies:
him to judge of their importance, it convinces:
him of the neceffity of ftriétly adhering to every
eftablifhed ufagé of the order. ~ Hereihe.is en-
trufted with particelar tefts, to enable him to-
prove his title to the privileges of this degree,
and fatisfa&ory reafons are given for their origin. -
Many duties, which cement in the firmeft union
our well-informed brethren, are ilufbrated in

Dé6 - thig’
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this fetion ; and an opportunity is given to make
fuch farther advances in Mafonry, as may always
diftinguifh the abilities of thofc who have arrived
at this honourable preferment.

The knowledge of this fection is abfolutely
neceflary for every mafon who has been advanged
to this degree, as it rccapitulates the ceremony

of initiation, and contains many particulars, of

which our ignorance may expofe us to derifion.
. To remind the craftfman of his duty, we
fhall here infert

T'he Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree®.

. . BRoOTHER,

Being now advanced to the fecond degree of
Mafonry, we congratulate you on your prefer-
ment. [The internal, and not the external, qua-
Jincations of a man, are what Mafonry princi-
pally regards. As you increafe in knowledge,
you will confequently improve in focial inter-
courfe. - .

It is unneceffary to recapitulate the feveral

duties which, as a mafon, you are bound to dif--

charge; or toenlarge on the neceflity of a ftrict
adherence to them, as your own experience muft
o have

* The fentenices inclofed in brackets [ ] may be occafionally
emitted.
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have convinced you of their value, It may be
fufficient to obferve, that] Your paft behaviour
and regular deportment has merited the additional
honour which we have now conferred ; and in
this new charadter; it is expeted that you will
not only conform to the principles of Mafonry,
but fteadily perfevere in the practice of every
commendable virtue.

The ftudy of the liberal arts [that valuable
branch of education, which tends fo effeually
to polith and adorn the mind] is earneftly re-
commended to your confideration ; efpecially the
noble fcience of geometry, which is ettablifhed
as the bafis of our Art. [Mafonry and Geometry
were originally {ynonymous terms, and this
fcience being of a divine and moral nature, is
enriched with the moft ufeful knowledge ; for
while it proves the wonderful properties of na-
ture, it alfo demonftrates the more important
truths of morality. ]

As the folemnity of our ceremonies requires a
ferious deportment, you are to be particularly
attentive to your behaviour in our regular affem-.
blies ; to preferve the antient ulages and cuftoms
of the fratcenity facred and inviolable ; and in-
duce others, by your example, to hold them in
due veneration, - '

Our
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Our laws and regulations you are to fuppert
and maintain ; and be ever réady to aflift in leeing
them duly executed. Yeu are not to palliate ot
sggravate the offences of your brethren; but in
the decifion of every trefpafs againft our rules,
you are to judge with candour; to admonith with
friendthip, and to reprehend with juftice.

In our private aflemblies; you may now offet
your fentiments and opinions on fuch fabje&ts as
correfpond with, and are agreeable to, the tenets
of Mafonry. By the exertion of this privilege,
you may improve your ratienal and intelle&tual

.powers; qualify yourfelf to become am ufeful ~
member of fociety ; and vie with fkilful brethrens
in an endeavour to excel in every dung that i -
good and great.

* Every regular figtt or femmons, given and
received, you are duly to honouwr, and puné&ually
fo obey ; inafmuch as they confift with our pro-
fefled principles. You are cheerfully to relieve
the neceffities of your brethren to the utmoft of
your power and ability, without prejudice to
yourfelf or your private concerns: and on no
account are you to injure a brother, or to fee him®

injurced 5
® This and the following paragraph are to be omitted, if pre-
vioufly ufed in the courfe of the ceremony.
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injured ; but you are to apprife him of all aps
proaching dangers, and conﬁder his intercft as
inleparable from your own.

Such is the nature of your prefent engage~
*ments; and to thefe duties you are now bound’
by the moft facred ties.

The Smml Sestion.

The fecond felion of this degree prefents tor
view an ample field for the man of genius to pere-
ambulate. Wihile it curforily fpecifies the par-
ticular claffes of Mafonty, it explains the requi--
fite qualifications for preferment in each. In
the explanation of our ufages many remarks are-
introduced, equally ufeful to the experienced’
artift and the fage moralit. Fhe various ope-
rations of the human mind are demonftrated as
far as they will admit of elucidation, and a
fund of extenfive fcience is explored threughout,
Here we find employment for leifure hours, trace
fcience from its original fource,-and gradually
drawing the attention to the fum of perfection,
contemplatewith admiration thewonderful works:
of the Creator. Geometry is difplayed with alf
its powers and properties ; and, in the curious

‘difquifition of this valuable fcience, the mind is

filled
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filled with pleafure and delight.  Such is the
latitude of this fe&tion, that the moft judicious
may fail in an attempt to explain it, as the ra-
tional powers are exerted to their utmott ftretch,
in illuftrating the beauties of nature, and demon--
ftrating the more important truths of morality,

As the orders of architeGure come under our
confideration in the courfe of this fe&ion, 2 brief
defcription of them may not be improper here.

By order in architeCture is meant a fyftem of
all the ornaments and proportions of columns
and pilafters; o it is a regular arrangement of
the projecting parts of a building, efpecially thofe .
of a column, which when united form one beauti-
ful, perfc@, and complete whole. From the firlt
formation of human fociety order in architefture
dates its origin.- When the rigour of the feafons.

" firlt obliged men to contrive huts to fhelter -

themielves from the inclemency of the weather,. .
we learn they planted trees on end, and then laid
others acrofs to fupport a covering. - The bands .
which connected thefe trees at top and bottom. .
gave rife to the 1dea of the bafe and capital of pil-
lars, and from this fimple hint originally pro- .
ceeded the art of architeGure. o,
) The
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The five principal orders are, the Tufcan,
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Compofite. *

The Tufcan is the moft fimple and folid of
the five orders. It was invented in Tufcany,
from whence it derives its name. Its column is
feven diameters high, and its capital, bafe, and
entablature have but few mouldings or orna-
ments ; yet there is a peculiar beauty in its fim-
plicity which adds to its value, and makes it fit
to be ufed in ftructures where the more rich and
delicate orders would be improper.

The Doric order is the moft agreeable to na-
ture. It is the moft antient, and was invented
by the Greeks. Its column is eight diameters
high, and it has no ornament either on bafe or
capital. Its frieze is diftinguifhed by triglyphs
and metopes, and the triglyphs compofe the or-
naments of the frieze. The compofition of this
order is both grand and noble, and it is therefore
ufed prmcxpally in warlike ftru&ures, where
ftrength, and a noble, but rough fimplicity, are
required.

The Doric order is the beft proportioned of
all the orders. ‘Tke feveral parts of which it is
compofed are founded on the natural pofition of
folid bodies. In its firft invention it was more

fimple
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fimple than in its prefent ftate. In after-times
when it began to be adorned, it gained the mame
of Doric; and when it was conftruéted in its
~ primitive and fimple ftate, the name of Tufcan
was conferred on it. Hence the Tufcan precedes
the Doric in rank, on account of its refemblance
‘to that pillar in its original form.

The Ionic order bears a kind of mean propor-
tion between the more folid and delicate orders.

Its column is nine diameters high, its capital is -

adorned with: volutes, and its corhice has denti-
cles. Hiftory informs us, that the famous tem-
ple of Diana at Ephefus was of this order.

The firft idea of it is faid to have been given
by the people of Ionia. It was formed after the
" model of an agreeable young woman, of an ele-
gant fhape, drefled in her hair, as a contraft to
the Doric Order, which was formed after that
of a ftrong robuft man.  There is both delicacy
and ingenuity difplayed in the invention of this
pillar.

The Corinthian is the ncheft of the five or-

ders. It is deemed a mafter-piece of art, and
was invented at ‘Corinth by Callimachus. Its

~ column is ten diameters high, and its capital is’

adomed with two rows of leaves, and eight vo-
: lutes

L ——— e —
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lutes which fuftain the abacus. This order is
generally ufed in ftately and fuperb ftructures.

"Callimachus is faid to have taken the hint of
the capital of this pillar from the following re-
markable circumftance. Accidentally paffing by
the tomb of a young lady, he perceived a bafket
of toys, covered with a tile placed over an acan-
thus root, having been left there by her nurfe.
As the branches grew up, they encompafled the
bafket, till arriving at the tile they met with an
obftru&ion, and bent downwards. Callimachus,
ftruck with the obje&, fet about imitating the
figure, the vafe of the Capital he made to repre-
fent the bafket; the abacus, the tile; and the
volute, the bending leaves.

The Compofite or Roman order is derived
from the other orders. Its capital has the two
rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and.the volutes
of the Ionic. Its column has the quarter-round
as the T'ufcan and Doric orders, is ten diameters
high, and its cornice has denticles or fimple mo-
dillions. To the Romans we are indebted for
the invention of this pillar, which is generally
found in buildings where ftrength, elegance, and-
beauty are difplayed,

The
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‘The antient and original orders of architeéture,
" however, were no more than three. To thefe
orders the Romans added two others, the Tuf-
can, which they made plainer than the Doric;
and the Compolfite, which was more ornamental,
if not more beautiful, than the Corinthian.
To fpeak properly, we have ftill only three or-
ders in architecture that fhew invention and par-
ticular charater, and thefe are highly revered by
mafons.  They eflentially differ Trom each
other ; the other two having nothing but what
is borrowed, differ only in an accidental manner.
The Tufcan is no other but the Doric in its
earlieft ftate, grofs and plain ; the Compofite is
the Corinthian enriched with the Ionic. To
the Greeks we are indebted for what is great,
judicious, and diftinct in archite&ure ; the Ro-
mans, though they have fucceeded a little, have
in vain endeavoured to follow the fteps of the
Grrecians in addition to the number of the orders.

Thefe fimple obiervations on the origin and
progrefs of architeture, are only intended to in-
duce the induftrious Craftfman to purfue his re~
fearches into a more extended field of informa-
tion, by confulting the works of many learncd
writers on the fubject,

In
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In an analyfis of the human faculties, which
is alfo given in the courfe of this feCtion, the five
external fenfes claim our attention,

When thefe topics are propofed in our aflem-
blies, we are not tied to any peculiar mode of
explanation; every man is at liberty to offer his
fentiments under proper reftritions. -

The fenfes are the gifts of nature, and not the
acquifition of our reafoning faculty ; ftill how-
ever they are fubject toreafon. When reafon is
properly employed, the will confirm the docu-
ments of nature, which are’ always true and
wholefome : fhe will diftinguifh the good from
the bad ; reject the laft with modefty, and adhere
to the firft with reverence.

The objets of human knowledge are innu-
merable, but the channels by which this know-
ledge is conveyed are few. Among thefe the
perceptions of external things by the fenfes, and
the information we receive from human tefti-
mony, are not the leaft confiderable, and the
analogy between them is obvious. In the tefti-
mony of nature given by the fenfes, as well as
in human teftimony given by information, things
are fignified to us by figns. In onc as well as.

the
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the other, the mind, cither by original princi-
ples or by cuftom, pafles from the fign to the
conception and belief of the thing fignified. The
figns in the natural language, as well as the figns. '
in our ariginal perceptions, have the fame figni-
fication in all climates and in all nations, and
the fkill of interpreting them is not acquired,
but innate.

Having made thefe obfervations, we fhall pro-
cced to give a brief defcription of the five fenfes.

Hearing is that fenfe by which we are enabled
to diftinguith founds, and are made capable of
the perceptions of harmony and melody, with
all the agreeable charms of mufic. By it we
are enabled to enjoy the pleafures of fociety, and
reciprocally to communicate to each other, our
thoughts and intentions, our purpofes and de-
fires; and by means of this fenfe, our reafon is
capnblc of exerting its utmoft power and energy.

The wife and beneficent Author of Nature
intended that we thould be focial creatures, and
that we fhould receive the greateft and moft im-.
portant part of our knowledge by the informa-
tion of others. For thefe purpofes we are en-
dowed with hearing, that our happinefs and
fatisfaltion may be promoted by a proper exertion
of our rational powers.

Seeing
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- Beeing is that fenfe by which we are enabled
to diftinguifh obje&s of different kinds, and in
an inftant of time, without change of place or

- fituation, to view whole armics in battle array,
figures of the moft ftately fiructures, and all the
agreeable variety difplayed in the landfcape of
nature. By it wecan find our way in the path-
lefs ocean, traverfe the globg of earth, determine
its figure and dimenfions, and delineate any re-
gion or quarter of it, By it we can mcafure the
planetary orbs, and make new difcoveries in
the fphere of the fixed ftars. Nay more; by
this fenfe we can perceive the tempers and dif-
pofitions, the paffions and affeCtions of our
fellow-creatures, when they with moft to conceal
them; fo that though the tongue be taught to
lie and diffemble, the countenance will difplay
the hypocrify to the difcerningeye. In fine, the
rays of light which adminifter to this fenfe are
the moft aftonithing parts of the inanimate crea-
tion, and render the eye a peculiar object of
admiration. ’

- Of all the faculties, fight is witheut doubt the
nobleft. The ftru&ture of the eye, and all its
appurtenances, evince the admirable contrivance
of nature for performing its various external and

internal
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internal motions. The varicty difplayed in the
eyes of different animals, fuited to their feveral
fpecies and ways of life, clearly demonttrates that
organ to be the mafter-piece of Nature’s work.

Feeling is that fenfe by which we are enabled
to diftinguith the different qualities of bodies,

" and thofe of different kinds; fuch as heat and cold,

hardnefs and foftnefs, roughnefs and fmoothnefs,
figure, folidity, motion, and extenfion ; all of
which, by means of certain correfponding fenfa-
tions of touch, are prefented to the mind as real
external qualities, and the conception or belief
of them is invariably connected with thefe cor-
refponding fenfations by an original principle of
human nature, which far tranfcends our in-
quiry. '

All our knowledge beyond our original per-
ception is got by experience. The conftancy of
Nature’s. laws conne&s the fign with the thing
fignified, and we rely on the continuance of that
connexion which experience hath difcovered. -

Thefe three fenfes above explained are deemed
moft effential and peculiarly applicable to our
fraternity. /

Smelling is that fenfe by which we are enabled
to diftinguith odours of various kinds, each of

which
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which has a different impreflion on the mind.
Animal and vegetable bodies, and indeed moft
other bodies, while eprfed to the air, are con-
tinually fending forth efluvia of vaft fubtilty,
not only in the ftate of life and growth, but
in the ftates of fermentation and putrefaétion.
Thefe volatile particles probably repel each
other, and fcatter themfelves in the air, till they
meet with other bodies to which they bear fome
chymical affinity, with which they unite, and
form new concretes. Thefe effluvia are drawn
into the noftrils along with the air, and are the
means by which all bodies are fmelled. So that
there is a manifeft appearance of defign in the
great Creator’s having planted the organ of fmell
in the infide of that canal, through which the
air continually pafles, as well in infpiration as in
expiration. '

Tafting enables us to make a proper diftinc-
tion in the choice of our food. The organ of
this fenfe guards the entrance of the alimentary
canal, as that of finell the entrance of the canal
#or refpiration. From the fituation of both
thefe organs, it is plain that they were intended

. by Nature to diftinguith wholefome food from

_ that which is noxious. Every thing that enters
E into
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into the ftomach muft undergo the fcrutiny of
Tafting ; and by it we are capable of difcerning
all the changes which the fame body undergoes
in the different compdfitions of art; as in cookery,
chymiftry, pharmacy, &c.

Smelling and Tafting are infeparably con-
nefted. It is by the unnatural kind of life men
commonly lead in fociety, that-thefe fenfes are
rendered lefs fit to perform their-matural offices.

By the proper ufe of the five fenfes we can
form juft and accurate notions of the operations
‘of Nature ; and by refleting on the objects with
‘which our fenfes are gratified, we become con-
fcious of them, and are enabled to attend to them, -
till they become familiar obje&ts of thought.

It is evident, that the fenfes, and indeed
all the other operations of the mind, are fo diffi-
cult to unravel, and reduce to their original
principles, that the moft judicious may fail in
‘the attempt to explain them. The mind is the
ultimate object affeted by the fenfes, and when
‘that is difeafed, every fenfe lofes its virtue.
The fabric of thée'mind, as well as that of the
body, is both curious and wenderful ; the facul-
ties of the one are adapted to their feveral ends
with equal wifdom, and ‘with no lefs propriety, -

than




OF MASONRY. vy

than the organs of the other. In the ftruture
of the mind is difplayed the incopceivable wif-
dom and power.of an Almighty Being, and.from
its extenfiye influgnce ower every branch of
fcience, merits our peculiar attention and inquiry.
Jn the asts and {ciences which have leaft con-
siexion with the mind, its faculties are flill the
engines which we muft employ ; and.the better
we underftand their nature and. ufe, their defects
.and diforders, the more fkilfully we. fhall apply
-them, and with the greater fuccefs. Thus, in.the
.nobleft.arts, the,mind. is the fubject uppn which
.We qperate. .

Wife ,men agree, that;there is hut one way
‘to the knowledge of Nature’s works——the
way of obfervation and experiment. By our
conftitution. we-have a.{trong. propenfity to trace
-particular falls and obfervations to general ryles,
and.to,apply thefe rules to account.for other
_effedls, or todiredt us in;the, produion of them.

This procedure of the underftanding is familiar

to.every human creature in;the common affairs
.of life, and is . the only one by which any real

-difcovery in philefophy can be made.
As on .the mind, therefore a]l our. knowledge
~maft depend, what can be-a more proper fubjoct
E 2 ~ for
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for the confideration of Mafons? By anatomical
diffe¢tion and obfervation we may become ac-
quainted with the body, but it is by the anatomy
of the mind alone we can difcover its powers
and principles.

To fum up the whole remarks on this tran- .
fcendent meafure of God’s bounty to man, we
fhall only add, that memory, imagination, tafte,
reafoning, moral perception, and all the aétive
powers of the foul, prefent fuch avaft and bound-
lefs field for philofophical difquifition, as far
‘exceeds human inquiry, and are peculiar myfte-
ries, known only to Nature, and to Nature’s
God, to whom we and all are indebted for our
creation, prefervation, and every blefling we

enjoy..

From this theme we proceed to an illuftration
of the moral advantages of the fcience of Geo-
metry ; a fubje& on which the following ob-
fervations may not be unacceptable.

Geometry, the firft and nobleft of fciences, is
the bafis on which the fuperftructure of Mafonry
is erected. By geometry, we may curioufly trace
Nature through her various wijndings, to her
moft concealed recefles. By it we may difcover

the
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the power, the wifdom, angd the goodnefs of the
grand Artificer of the univerfe, and view with
amazing delight the beautiful propertions which
conne& and grace this vaft machine. By it we
may difcover how the planets move in their diffe-
rent orbits, and mathematically demonftrate their
various revolutions. By it we may rationally
account for the return of feafons, and the mixed
variety of fcenes which each feafon difplays ta
the difcerning eye. Numberlefs worlds are
around us, all framed by the fame Divine Artift,
which roll through the vaft expanfz, and are all
conduéted by the fame unerring law of Nature.
When fuch objeéts engage our attention, how
muft we improve, and with what grand ideas
muft fach knowledge fill our minds ! ‘
A furvey of nature, and the obfervation.of its
beautiful proportions, firft determined man to
imitate the divine plan, and ftudy fymmetry
and order. This gave rife to focieties, and birth
to every ufeful art. The archite& began to
defign, and the plans which he laid down, being
improved by expericnce and time, have pro-
duced fome of thofe excellent works which will
be the admiration of future ages. '

Ej3 ﬁe
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The Third Settion.

The third fe@ion of this degree has recourfe
to the origin of the inftitution, and views Ma~
fonry under two denominations, operative and
{peculative. Each of thefe isfeparately confidered;
and the principles on which both are founced, are
particularly explained. Their affinity is pointed
out, and their connexion demonftrated, by alle-
gorical figures and typical reprefentations. Here
the rife of our government, or divifton into
claffes, is examined ; the difpofition of our rulers,
fupreme and fubordinate,' is traced ; and reafons
are affigned for the eftablithment of feveral of
our prefent pralices. The progrefs made it
architeGure, particularly in the reign of Sofo-
mon, is here remarked ; the number of artifts.
employed in building the temple of Jerufalem
and the privileges they enjoyed, are fpetified ;
- and many other particulars recited, all of which
have been carefully preferved among mafons, and
communicated from one age to another by oral
tradition. ‘The marks of diftinétion, which
were conferred on our antient brethren as the
reward of excellence, are hete named ; and the
duties, as well as the privileges, of their male
' offspring,

~ -—
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offspring, carefully enumerated. In fhort, this
feGtion contains a flore of ufeful knowledge,
founded on reafon and facred record, both enter-
taining and inftrutive. The whole operates
powerfully in enforcing the sefpe@ and veneras
tion due to'antiquity.

We can afford little affiftance by writing to
the induftrious mafon in this feGion; it can only
be acquired by verbal inftruétion: for an ex-
planation, hewever, of the connexion betwecn
operative and fpeculative Mafonry, we would
recommend bim to perufe the Fourth Se&ion of
Book I. page 10.

1
The Faurth Seftion.

The fourth and laft feCtion of this degrec is
no lefs replete with wife and ufeful inftruction.
Circumftances of great importance to the frater- .
nity are here particularifed, and mansy of our
traditional tenets and cuftoms confirmed by fa~
cred and profane record. The celeftial and
terreftrial globes are canfidered with a minute
accuracy ; and bere the accomplifhed gentleman

may difplay his talents to great advantage, in the
' E4 elucidation
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elucidation of the fciences, which are clafled in
a regular arrangement. This feGion contains
obfervations on the validity of fome of our forms,
and concludes with the moft powerful i mcentlves
to piety and virtue,

o

As the feven liberal arts and fciences are illuf-
trated in this fection, it may not be improper
to infert here a fhort explanation of them.

Grammar teaches us the proper arrangement
- of words according to the idiom or dialect of any

particular kingdom or people; and that excel-
lency of pronanciation, which enables us to
fpeak or write a language with accuracy and
juftnefs, agreeably to reafon, authority, and the
1trick rules of literature,

Rhetoric teaches us to fpeak copioufly and
fluently on any - fubjeét, not merely with pro-
priety alone, but with all the advantages of force,

" elegance, and beauty ; wifely contriving to cap-
tivate the hearer by flrength of argument and

beauty. of exprefion, whether it be to intreat and
exhort, to admonifh or appiaud.

Logic teaches us to guide our reafon difcre-
tionally in the general knowledge of things, and
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to dire& our inquiries-after truth, as well for the
inftru&ion of others, as our own improvement.
It confifts of a regular train of argument, whence.
we infer, deduce, and conclude, according to cer-.
tain premifes laid down, admitted, or granted; and
in it are employed the faculties of conceiving,
judging, reafoning, and difpofing ; all of which.
~ are naturally led on from one gradation to ano-
ther, till the point in que(hon is finally deter--
mined.

Arithmetic teaches us to deduce the powers.
and properties of :numbers, which is varioufly.-
effeCted, by letters, tables, figures, and inftru-
ments. By this art, reafons and demonftrations..
are given for finding out any certain number,.
whofe relation or affinity to another number is. .
already known or difcovered. )

- Geometry treats of the pewers and propernes~
of magnitudes in general, where length ; length-
and breadth; or length, breadth, and thicknefs,
are confidered. By this fcience the architect is
enabled to eftimate his plans and.execute his:
defigns ; the general to arrange his foldiers ; the
engineer to mark out ground for encampments ;.
the geographer to give us the dimenfions of the
world and a,llA things therein contained, to deli- -

' Es neate
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neate thé extent of feas; and fpecify the divifions
of empires; kingdoms, and provinces ; and by it
.the aftronomer is alfo enabled to make his obfer-
vations, and to fix the dufation of times and
feafons, years and cycles:  In-fine, geoetry: is-
the foundation of architeGure, and the root of
the mathematics.
Mufic teaches us the art of. idrmmg ¢onvcords
fo as to make delightful harmony by a matlfes
matical and proportional arrangement of abutey
grave; and mixed founds. This art is by a
feries of experiments reduced to a dethonftrative:
 fcience, with refpect to tohes ard the intervals of
found only. It inquires into the nature of conz
cords and difcords, and enables us to find but the
proportion between them by numnbers.
Aftronomy, though the laft, is not the leaft
important fcience, {tis that divine att by which
we are taught to read the wifdom, ftrength, and
beauty of the almighty Creator in thofe faéred

pages the celeftial hemifphere.  Affifted by

aftronomy, we can obferve the motions, meafuré

the diftances, comprehend the magnitudes, and

_calculate the periods and eclipfes of the heavenly
bodies. By it we learn the ufe of the globes, the

fyftem of the world, and the primary lJaw of na-
ture.

X —
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ture. While we are employed in the fludy of
this fcience, we perceive unparalleled inftances of
wifdom and goodnefs, and on every hand may
trace the glorious Author by his works.

As the do&rine of the fpheres is included in
the fcience of aftronomy, and particularly con-
fidered in this fection, we fhall here infert a brief
“defcription of thofe bodies.

The globes are two artificial fpherical bodies,,
on the convex furface of whi.}) are reprefented.
the countries, feas, and various parts of the earth;.
the face of the heavens, the planetary revolu=
tions, and feveral other particulars of equal im-
portance.. The fphere with the parts of the earth-
delineated on its furface, is called the terreftrial
globe; and that with the conftellations and.
other heavenly bodies, the celeftial globe. Their
principal ufe, befide ferving as maps to diftin—
guifh the outward parts of the earth, and the-
fituation of the fixed ftars, is to illuftrate and
explain the phznomena arifing from the annual
revolution and the diurnal rotation of the earth
round its own axis. They are the nobleft in-
fruments for improving the mind, and giving it

Ee6 the

—
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the moft clear and diftiné idea of any' px"ob'lem'

or propofition, as well as enabling it to folve the

fame. While we are employed in contemplating
thele bodies, we are not only infpired with adue
reverence for the Deity and his works, but are

alio indyced to apply with more diligence and"

attention to aftronomy, geography, navigation,
and other arts dependent on them, which are
equally’ ufeful to fociety.

Thus end the different fe&ions of the fecond
le&ure, which, with the ceremony ufed at open-
ing and clofing tgé'l'odge, comprehenid the whole

of the fecond degree of Mafonry. This leGure

contains a regular fyftem of fcience, demon-
ftrated on the clearéft principles, and founded on’
the moft ftable foundation. Thus accomplifhed,
the diligent craftfman is diftinguithed, and

prompted to excel in every thing that is good

and gruat.
SECT. V.

REMARKS on the THIRD LECTURE.

N treating with propriety on any (ubje, it is

neceflary to obferve a regutlar courfe. In the

two firft degrees of Mafonry, we have recapitu-
v lated

——
—————
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tated the contents of the feveral fe&ions, and
fhould willingly have purfued the fame plan inv
the third degree, did not the variety of particulars
which they contain, render it in fome meafure
impotlible to give an abitra&t, without violating
the laws of the Order. We thal! therefore only
remark, that in twelve fections, of which this
leGture confifts, every circumftance refpecting,
our government, and the mode of our proceed-
ings either on private or public occafions, is ac-
curately explained, In this degree, which is
reftrited to a few individuals feletted from the
fecond clafs, we have the -landmarks of the
Order preferved ; and here an opportunity is
given to exemplify that fuperiority of judgment
which is the refult of years and experience, and
which will always fufficiently diftinguifh the
character of expert and ingenious craftfmen.
To the complcte knowledge of this Lecture few
indeed arrive; but it is an infaiiible truth, that
he who acquires by menic the mark of pre-
emincnce which this degree affords, receives a
rewara wh.ch amply compenfates for all his pait -
diligence and afliduicy.

From this clafs our rulers are to be feleCted 3
as it is onlj from thofe who are capable of giving

o inftruction,’
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inftruélion, that we can propsrly exped to-see
ecive it. ) '
The Firft Settion.

The cetemony of initiation into the third.
degree is particularly fpecified in this fection,
and in the courfe of it many ufeful inftructions
are given.

Such is the utility and importance of this fec-
tion, that we may fafely declare that he who is
unacquainted with it, is not qualified to a&t either
as a ruler ot governor of the work of Mafonry..

The foliowing Prayer may very properly be
" ititroduced here :

Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree..

O Lord, dire&t us to know and ferve thee
aright, profper our laudable undertakings, and
grant that, as we increafe in knowledge, we may
improve ia virtue, and ftill further promote thy:
hoenour and glory. Amen.

To:this prayer we thall-add the following:

€harge at Initiation into the Third, Degree.
BRoTHER, .
Your zeal for our inftitution, the progrefs you-
have made in our myflery, and yourftedfaft con-
formity

——— ——

—
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forrhity te sur ufeful regulations, have pointed
you out as 4 proper obsjeé® for this peculiar mark
of odr fiveur. ,

- Duty, honoury akid pratitude, now bind yow
to'be faithful te every truft; to fupport the dig--
ity of yomr chiraC®r onm all vcvafions; and
ftrenuoufly to enfotuey by precept and example,.
a fedfaft obedience to the tenets of Mafonry.
Exemplary .conduét on your part will con-
vince the wotld, that merit is the juft title to our
privileges, and that on' you ouc favours are not.
undefervedly beftowed.

Inh this refpe&iable vhaesdtor, you dte ates
thonzal W cofredt the ifregulanties of lefs
informed Bfethiren y td corre. wheir errors § tos
fortify their minds with refolution againft the
{nares of the infidious, afid to guard theth againft.
every allurement to vicious practices. To pre-
ferve unfullied the reputation of the fraternity:
ought to be your conftant eare, and therefore
it becomes your provincé to cautiorr the inexpe-
rienced againft a breach. of fidelity.” To your
infetiors you are to recommend obedience and:
fubmiffion ; to yeur equals, courtefy and uffa-
* bility; to youe fuper:ors, kindnefs and conde-

fcenfion. Univerfal benevolence you are zca-~
Joufly
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loufly to inculcate; and by the regularity of
your own conduct endeavour to remove every
afperfion againft this venerable inftitution.- Our
anticnt landmarks you are carefully to preferve,
and not fuffer them, on any pretence, to be in-:
frin. ed, or countenance a deviation. from oup-
eftablithed ufages and cuftoms..

Your virtue, honour, and reputation, are con--
cerned, in fupporting, with dignity, the refpecta-.
ble charater you now bear. Let no motive:
therefore make you.fwerve from.your duty, vio-
late your vows, or betray your:truft; but be true. (
and faithful, ‘and imitate the example of that
celebrated artift, whom you have this evening re--
preiented.  Thus you will render yourfelf de-.
ferving of. the honour which we have conferred,.
and worthy. of the -confidence "that' we have-
repoled.

T'he Second Seftion.

"« The fecond fe&tion ferves, as an introdu&ion-
to the proceedings of a Chapter of the Order,.
anJ illuftiates feveral points well known to-ex- .
perienced craftfmen 71 his fection inftrués us
in the ceremony of opening a Chapter, and re-

: ‘ capitulates
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capitulates the moft important circumftances in
the two preceding Degrees.

The Third Settion.

The third fection ferves as a preliminary in-
trodudion to the hiftorical traditions of the Or-
der, and is chiefly colleted from facred record,
and other authentic writings.

The Fourth Section.
~ The fourth fe&ion is compofed of the hifto-
 rical traditions of the Order, and prefents to our
view a finithed piture, of the utmoft confequence
to the fraternity.

T be Fifth Section.

In the fifth fe@ion, the hiftorical traditions of
the Order are continued,

The Sixth Settion.

In the fixth fe&ion, the hiftorical traditions
of the Order are concluded.

The Seventh Seftion.
In the feventh fection our hieroglyphical em-

blems are illuftrated, and many ufeful leflons
inculcated,

kS ol
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inculcated, tending to extend knowledge and
promote virtue.

TFhis fe&ion is indifpenfibly neceflary to be
underftood by every Mafter of a Lodge.

’ The Eighth Seétion.

The eighth fe€ion treats of the government
of the fociety, and the difpofition of its rulers.
This feQion is generally rehearfed at Inftalla-
tions. :

The Ninth Section.

The ninth feGion illuftrates the qualifications.
of our rulers, and includes the ceremony of in-
ftallation, both in the grand lcdge and private
odges®.

T he Tenth Seﬁign.

The tenth fection comprehends the ceremo-
nies of conftitution and confecration, with a
variety of particulars explanatory of thefe cere-
monies.
k The

. * For a pariicular account of many circumftances to which
this and the two folluwing fetions relate, fee the Ceremonies of
Conttitution, Confecration, Infallation, &c. annexed to thefe
Remarks,
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T'he Eleventls Section.
The eleventh fection confifts of the ceremo-
nies ufed at laying the foundation ftones of

churches, chapels, and hofpitals; at dedications;
and at funerals.

The Twelfth Section.

The twelfth fection recapitulates the nmioft re-
markable circunrflances in all the degrees, and
corroborates the whole by infallible teftimony.

Having thus gone through the principal de-
grees of Mafonry, and mude fuclk remarks on.
the fections appropriated to eacht degree, as might
tend to illuftrate the fubjells of which they
treat, we Believe little farther will be wanted to
encourage the zealous mafon to petfevere in his
refearches. When he has traced Mafonry im a
regulat progrefs, from the commencewrent of the

" Firft to the conclufion of the Third Degree,
according to the plan here laid down, he will
have amafled an ample ffore of ufeful learning,

.and may refle with pleafure on the diligence
he has beftowed. By applying the whdle to
the general advhntage of focicty, and obferving

method
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method in the proper diftribution of what he
has acquired, he will fecure to himfelf the vene-
ration of mafons, and the approbation of all
good men.

SECT. VL

OFf the antient Ceremonies of the Order,
E fhall now proceed to illuftrate fome of
* the antient ceremonies of the Order, par-
ficular]y thofe obferved at the Conftitution and
Confecration of a Lodge, with the mode of In- -
ftallation of Officers; “and for the more general
information of our brethren, we fhall occafionally
introduce in their proper places the ufual charges
delivered on fuch occafions. To thefe we fhall
Jikewife annex an explanation of the ceremonies
ufed at laying the foundation ftones of public
ftructures, at the dedication of public halls, and

at funerals, and clofe this part of. the treatife
with the funeral fervice.

.

T be Manner of conflituting a Lodge, including the
Ceremony of Confecration, Se.

Any number of Mafter-mafons, not under

. feven, refolved to form a New Lodge, muft ap-

. . " ply,
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ply, by petition *, to the Grand Mafter ; fetting
forth, ¢ That they are regular 1 mafons, and
¢ are at prefent, or have been, members of re-
¢ gular lodgest: That, having the profperity
. of the fraternity at heart, they are willing to
¢ exert their beft endeavours to promote and
¢ diffufe the genuine principles of Mafonry:
¢ That, for the conveniency of their refpeétive
¢ dwellings, and other good reafons, they have
¢ agreed to form a New Lodge, to be named
¢ , and have nominated and do re-
¢« commend A. B. to be the firft Mafter, and C.D.
< to be the firft Senior Warden, and E.F. to
¢ be

¥ This mode of applying by' petition to the Grand Mafter, and
in confequence of which a warrant to meet as a regular Lodge is
granted, commenced only in the year 1718; previous to which
time Lodges were occafionally convened, and empowered, by in-
herent privileges vefted in the fraternity at large, to meet and act
under the diretion of fame able archite ; and their proceedings
being approved by the majority of the brethren convened in
that diftri@ where the Lodge was held, were deemed conttitu-
tional, By fuch an authonity the Lodge of Antiquity in London

" now holds, and the authority of that Lodge has been repeatedly
confirmed and acknowledged.

1 By regular mafons is to be underftood perfons initiated into
Mafonry in a conftitutional manner, agrecably to the Charges and
Regulations of the Order.

1 Lodges regularly conftituted, or legally warranted by the
‘Grand Lodge to aét,
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< be the firft Junior Warden: That, in confe-
< quence of this refolution, they pray for a war-
< rant of conftitution, to empower them to af-
< femble as.a regular lodgeon the -

¢ of every month, at

< and then and there to difcharge .the duties of
« Mafonry in aregular and conftitutional man- .
< ner, .according to the original forms of the
< Order, and the laws of the Grand Lodge :
.« That, the prayer of the petition being granted,
¢ they promife ftrict conformity to all the regular
<.edi@s and -commands .of the -Grand Mafter,
< and to all the conftitutional laws and regula-
" « tions of the Grand Lodge.”

This petition being properly figned, and re-
commended by theMafters of three regular lodges
adjacent to the place where the New Lodge is
-to.be held, .is to be delivered to the Grand Se-
cretary ; who, on prefenging it to the Grand
‘Mafter,, or in his abfence to the Deputy,. and its °

-being approved -by-him, grants a difpenfation,
authorifing the brethren fpecified in the petition
to affemble as mafons for forty days, or until
" {uch time as a contftitution can be granted by
command of the Grand Lodge, or that authority
be recalled.

: In-
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In:.confequence of this difpenfation, a lodge
may be held at the place therein fpecified; and
the. tranfattions ‘being properly recorded, are
equally valid, forthe time being, with thofe of
a regular conftituted lodge, provided they are
afterwards approved by the brethen eonvened
at the-time of Conftitution.

When the Grand Lodge has fignified theu' ap-
probation of the New Lodge, and the ‘Grand
‘Mafter is thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the
allegations fet forth inthe petition,'he appoints
a day and ‘hour for conftituting [and confe-
crating®*] the New Lodge; and for inftalling
its Mafter, Wardens, and other Officers.

If the Grand Mafter and all -his Officers
attend the ceremony, the lodge is faid to be con-
ftituted IN AMPLE FORM; if the' Deputy Grand
Mafter only and the other Grand Officers attend,
it is'faid to be conftituted IN DUE FORM ; ‘but if
the power of performing the ceremony is vefted
in any fubordinate lodge, it is faid only to be
conftituted 1v FoRM.

On the day and hour appointed, the Grand
Mafter and his Officers [or the Mafter and Offi-

cers
* This is too frequently omitted,
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cers of any private lodge authorized by the
Grand Mafter for that purpofe] meet in a con-
venient room, and being properly clothed, walk
in proceflion to the lodge room.  Silence being
proclaimed, the lodge is opened by the Grand
Matfter [or Mafter in the Chair] in all the degrees
of Mafonry. A prayer is repeated in due form,
and an ode in honour of Mafonry fung. The
Grand Mafter [or Matter in the Chair] is then
informed by the Grand Secretary, [or his locum
tenens,] ¢ That feveral brethren, duly inftructed
< in the myfteries of Mafonry, defire to be formed
< into a New Lodge, under his Worthip’s [or the
< Grand Mafter’s patronage; thata difpenfation
< has been granted to them for that purpofe, by
< virtue of which authority they have hitherto
¢ affembled as regular mafons; and that their
< tranfactions have been duly recorded.” The
petition is read, as is alfo the difpenfation, and
the warrant or charter of conftitution, granted
in confequence of it. 'The minutes of all the
tranfaétions of the New Lodge, while under dif-
penfation, are next read, and if approved are de-
clared to be regular, valid, and conftitutional.
The Grand Matter [or Mafter in the Chair] then
takes the warrant in his hand, and requefts the

brethren,
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brethren of the New Lodge who are prefent; to
{ignify their approbation or difapprobation of the
Officers nominated in the warrant to prefide over
them, which being fignified accordingly, an
anthem is fung, and an oration on the nature
and defign of Mafonry is delivered.

The ceremony of confecration fucceeds.

Ceremony of Confecration®,

The Grand Mafter, attended by his Officers,
and fome dignified Clergyman, form themfelves
in order round the lodge, which is placed in the
center, covered with white fattin.  All devoutly
kneeling, the preparatory prayer is rehearfed.
The chaplain, or orator, produces his authority+,
and being properly affifted, proceeds to confe-
crate. Solemn mufic dignifies the ceremony,
while the neceflary preparations aremade. The
lodge is uncovered, and the firft claufe of the
confecration prayer is rehearfed, all devoutly
kneeling. The refponfe is made, GLorRY TO
Gob oN HIGH, Incenfe is fcattered over the

+ lodge,
* This is never to be ufed but when fpecial'y orerzd,
1 The conttitution roll,

F
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lodge, and the grand honours of Mafonry are
given. The grand Invocation is then pro-
nounced with the honours ; after which the con-
fecration prayer is concluded, and the refponfe
yepeated as before, together with the honours.
The Lodge is covered, and all rifing up, folemn
mufic is refumed, after which the blefling is .
given, and the refponfe made as before, accom-
panied with the ufual honours. An anthem is
then fung, and, the brethren of the New Lodge
<oming forward and doing homage to the Grand
Mafter, the confecration ends.

The above teremony being finithed, theGrand =
Mafter advances to the Pedeftal, and conflitutes
the New Lodge in the following manner: -

< In this my exalted-charadter, to which your
< fuffrages have raifed me, I invoke the NAME of
¢ the MosT HIGH, to whom be glory and
¢ honour, to be with you at your beginning;
¢ and by the divine aid 1 now conftitute and
¢ form you, my good brethren, into--a Lodge of
¢ Free and Accepted Mafons. From hence-
¢ forth I empower you to at as a regular
¢ Lodge, conftituted in conformity to the rites

¢ of
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.<of the Order, and the charges of our antient

¢ and honourable fraternity; and may Ged be

< with you.” Amen. ' [Flourif »with drums

¢ and trumpets.] . - : -
The grand honours are then given, and the
ceremony of inftallation fucceeds.
‘Ceremony of Inflallation.

The Grand Mafter # afks his Deputy, <1f he

¢ has examined the Mafter nominated in the

¢ warrant, and whether he finds him well fkilled
<.in the moble fcience and the royal Art!’
The Deputy anfwering in the affirmative +, by
the Grand Mafter’s order he takes the candidate
from among his fellows, and prefents him at
the pedeftal ; faying, ¢« Moft worthipful Grand
¢ Matfter, [or right worfhipful, as it happens,]
¢ I prefent my worthy brother A. B. to be in-
¢ ftalled Mafter of this New Lodge. Ifind him
< to be of good morals and of great fkill, true

¢ and

* In this, and other fimitar inftances, where the Grand Mafter
is thecified as a&ing, may be underftood any Mafter who perfcrms

the ceremony,

‘4 A private examination is underftood to precede the inflalla-
tion of every Officer. .

<
[4

Fa ;;-

2014
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¢ and trufty, and a lover of the whole fraternity,
¢ wherefoever difperfed over the face of the
¢ earth, and I doubt not that he will difcharge
¢ hissduty with fidelity.”

The following charges* are then read by the

Grand Secretary [or acting Secretary] to the
Mafter Ele&t.

¢1. You agree to be a good man and true,
¢ and ftricly to obey the moral law.

<II. You

¥ As it may be agreeable to the curious reader to know the
antient charges that were ufed on this occafion, we thall here
infert them werbatim, as they are contained in a MS. in the pof-
feffion of the Lodge of Antiquity in London, written in the reign
of James the Second,
¢ % % &e¢ And furthermore, at diverfe aflemblies have
¢ been put and ordained diverfe crafties by the beft advife of ma-
¢ giftrates and fellows, Tunc unus ex fenioribus tent. librum, et illi
¢ ponent manum fuam fuper librum.
¢ Every man that is a mafon take good heed to thefe charges
¢ (wee pray) that if any man find himfelfe guilty of any of thefe
¢ charges, that he may amend himfelfe, or principally for dread
¢ of God, yau that be charged to take good heed that you keepe all
¢ thefe charges well, for it is a great evill for a man to forfwear
"¢ himfelfe upon a book. X
¢ The firft charge is, That yee fhall be true men to God and
¢ the holy church, and to ufe no error or herefie by your under-
¢ ftanding and by wife men’'s teaching. Allfo,
¢ Secondly, That yee fhall be true liege men to the ng of
¢ England, without treafon or any falthood, and that yee know
¢ no treafon or trcachery, but yee fhall give knowledge thereof to
¢ the
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¢ II. You agree to be a peaceable fubject, and
¢ cheerfully to conform to the laws of tbe‘
¢ country in which you refide,

¢ 1II. You

¢ the King, or to his counfell; allfo yee fhall be true one to
¢ another, (that is to fay) every mafon of the craft that is mafon*
¢ allowed, yee fhall doe to him as yee would be done unto
* yourfeife. .

¢ Thirdly, And yee fhall keepe truly all the counfell that ovght
¢ to be kept in the way of Mafonhood, and all the counfell of the
¢ Lodge or of the cih.amber.—Alifo, that yee fhall be no theife
¢ nor thieves to your know ledge free: that yee thall be true to the
¢ king, lord, or mafter that yee ferve, and truely to fee and worke
¢ for bis «dvantage.,

¢ Pourthly, Yee fhall call dl mafons your fellows, or ycur
¢ brethren, and no other names,

¢ Fifthly, Yee fhall not take your fellow’s wife in villony,
¢ nor deflower his daughtcr or fcrvant, nor put bim to no dif-
¢ worthip.

¢ Sixthly, Yee fhall truely pay for your meat or drinke where-
¢ focver yee goe, to table or bord. Allfo, yee fhall doe no villany
¢ there, whereby the craft or {cience may be flandered.

¢ Thefe be the charges general to every true. mafon, both
¢ mafters and fellowes.

¢ Now will I rehearfe otixer charges fingle for mafons allowed
¢ or accepted.

¢ Firft, That no mafon take on him no lord’s worke, nor any’
¢ other man’s, unlefle he know himfelfe well able to perform the
¢ worke, fo that the craft have no flander,

¢ Secondly, Allfo, that no mafter take worke but that he
¢ take reafonable pay for ittp fo that the lord may be truly
¢ ferved, and the mafter to live honeftly, and to pay his fellows
¢ truely. And that n> mafter. or fellow fupplant others of their

¢ worke
F3 .
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¢« I1I. You promife not to be concerned in
« plots or confpiracies againft government, but
¢ patiently to fubmit to the decifions of the
« fupreme legiflature, :
. ~ ¢IV. You

¥ worke; (thatis to fay) that if he hath taken a worke, or elfe
" ¢ ftand mafer of any worke, that he fhall not put him out, un-
¢ lefs he be unable of cunning to make an end of his worke. ’
¢ And no mafter nor fellow fhall take no apprintice for lefs than
¢ feaven yeares. And that the apprintice be free-born, and of
¢ }imbs whole as a man ought to be, and no baftard. And that
¢ no mafter or fellow take no allowance to be made mafon with-
« out the affent of his fellows, at the leaft fix or feaven.
¢ Thirdly, that he that be made be able in all degrees3 thatis,
< free-born, of a good kindred, truc, and no bondfman, and that
“he have his right limbs as a man ought to have,
¢ Fourthly, That a mafter take no apprintice without he have
¢ occupation to occupy two or three fellows at the leaft,
¢ Fifthly, That no mafter or fellow put away any lord’s worke
< tg tafke that ought to be journey worke,
< Sixthly, That every mafter give pay to his fellows and fer-
¢ yants as they may deferve, foe that he be not defamed with falfe
¢ workeing. And that none flander 3nother behind his backe, to
¢ make him loofe his good name, .
« Seaveathly, That no fellow in the houfe or abroad anfwear
¢ another ungodly or reproveablely without a caufe.
< Bighthly, That every mafter-mafon doe reverence his elder;
¢ and that a mafon be np common plaier at the cards, dice, or
¢ hazzard, nor at any other unlawfull plaies; through the which the
« fcience and craft may be difhonoured or flandered, :
¢ Ninthly, That no fellow goe fato the town by night, except
¢ he have a fellow with bim, who may beare him record that he
*was in an boneft places
) ¢ Tenthly,




.

OF MASONRY. 103

< 1V. You agree to pay a proper refpe&t to

¢ the civil magiftrate, to work diligently, live
¢ creditably, and act honourably by all men.

¢ V. You agree to hold in veneration the

¢ original rulers and patrons of the Order of

¢« Mafonry, and their regular fucceffors fupreme

¢ and

. ¢ Tenthly, Fhat every mafter and fellow fhall come to the
¢ aflemblie, if itt be within fifty miles of him, if he have any
¢ warning. And if he have trefpafled againt the craft, to abide
¢ the award of mafters and fcllows.

_ ¢ Eleventhly, ‘I hat every mafter-mafon and fellow that hath
¢ trefpafled agrinft the craft fhall ftand to the corre&ion of other
¢ mafters and fellows to make him accord, agd if they cannot
¢ accord, to go to the commion law,

+ ¢ Twelvethly, That am:fter or fellow make not amould-ftone,
‘ {quare, ncr rule, to no lswen, nor let no lowen werke within
¢ their Lodge nor without to mould ftone.

¢ Thirteenthly, That every mafon receive and cherifh firange
¢ fellowes when they coms over the countrie, and fet them on
¢ worke if they will worke, as the manner isj (that is to fay) if
¢‘the mafon have any-mould ftong in his place, he fhall give him a
¢ mould flone, and fett him on worke; and if he have none, the
¢.mafon fhall refreth him with money unto the next lodge.

¢ Fourteenthly, ‘That every mafon fhall tru:ly ferve his mafter
¢ for his pay.

¢ Fiftecnthly, Thatevery mafter thall truely make an end of

¢ his worke, tafke or journey, whethcrfoe it be,
¢ Thefe be all the charges and covenants that ought to be read

¢ at the inftallment of mafter, or makeing of a free-mafon or

¢ free-mafons, ‘The almighty God of Jacob who ever have you
¢ and me in his keeping, blefs us now and ever. Amen,’

Fg
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_¢ and fubordinate, according to their ftations ;
< and to fubmit to the awards and refolutions of
¢ your brethren in general Chapter convened,
¢ in every cafe confiftent with the conftitutions
¢ of the Order.

¢ VI. You agree to aveid private piques and
¢ quarrels, and to guard againft intemperance
¢ and excefs.
-« VII. You agree to be cautious in your car-
¢ riage and behaviour, courteous to your brethren,
¢ and faithful to your lodge. -

¢ VIII. You promife to refpe& genuine bre-

< thren, and to difcountenance all impoftors, and
¢ diffenters from the original plan of Mafonry.
¢« IX. You agree to promote the general good
¢ of fociety, to cultivate the focial viftues, and to
¢ propagate the knowledge of true Mafonry.’

On the Mafter Ele& fignifying®his aflent to
thefe Charges, the Secretary proceeds to read
the following regulations :

L. You promife to pay homage to the Grand

Mafter for the time being, and to his Officers, .

when duly inftalled ;” and ftriétly to conform to
cvery ediét of the Grand Lodge, or General

. Aflembly of Mafons, that is not fubverfive of the .

principles and groundwork of Mafonry.
II. You
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- II. You admit that it is not in the power of
any man, or body of men, to make alteration or
innovation in the body of Mafonry.

III. You promife a regular attendance on the
committees and communications ef the Grand’
Lodge on receiving proper notice thereof, and
to pay attention to all the duties of M&fonry on
convenient occafions.

1V. You admit that no new Lodge fhould”
be formed without permiffion of the Grand'
Mafter or his Deputy, and that no counte-
nance.ought to be given to fuch irregular Lodge,
or to any perfon clandeftinely initiated therein,
being contrary to the antient charges of the
Qrder. ’

V. Youadmit that no perfon can be regularly
made a mafon in, or admitted a member of, any
Ifdge, without previous notice and due enquiry
into his chara&ter.

-VI. You promife that no vifitors fhall. be- re- -
ceived into your Lodge without duc examination,
and producing proper vouchers of their having :
been initiated in a regular Lodge. '

Thefe are the regulations of the Grand Lodge
of Free and Accepted Mafons.

F 5 | The
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Fhe Grand Mafter then. addreffes the Mafier
Ele& in the following masner : ¢ Do you fub-

¢ mit to thefe charges, and promife to fupport
¢ thefe regulations, as [vfafters have danein all ages
¢'before you ?> Fhe New Mafter having figni-
fied his cordial fubmifion as before, he:is regu-
- larly infialled, bound to bis trufb, and invefted:
with the badge of his office by the Grand Mafter,
who thus falutes him: ¢ Brother A.B., in con-
¢ fequence of youx cheerful conformity to the
< charges and regulations of the Order, I appoint
¢ you Mafter of this New Lodge, not' doubting:
< of your care, fkill, and capacity.” The war-
rant of conftitution is then delivered over to the
New Mafter ; after which the Holy Writings,
the fquare and compafs, the conftitutions, the
minute book, the hiram, the moveable jewels,
and all the infignia of the difierent officers,, ar,
feparately prefented to him, and charges fuit-
able to each, delivered*., The New Mafter is

then conduéled by the [ Grand] Stewards, amidft’

the acclamations of the brethren, to the Grand
Mafter’s left hand, where he returns his be-
coming

* The fame ccremony agd charges attend every fucceedmg in-
itallation,

e ——
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coming acknowledgments ; firlt to the Grand
Mafler, and then to all the officers in order :
after which be is. faluted ‘by the Brethren’in 2
grand chorus. fuitable to the occafion. The
members of the New Lodge then advance in-
proceflion, pay due homage to their New Matter,
and fignify their promife of fubjeCtion and obe«
dience by the ufual congratulations in the diffe~
rent degrees of Mafonry.

This ceremony being - concluded, the Grand " |
Mafter orders the New Mafter to enter imme-'
diately upon the exercife of his office ; to wit, in
appointing his wardens, whom he fpecifies by
mame. They are conduéted to the pedeftal, -
prefented to the Grand Mafter, and inflalled by
the Grand Wacdens ; after which the New
Mafter * proceeds to.inveft them with the badges
of their offices in. the following mananer :

" ¢« Brother C. D. I appoint you Senior Warden
¢ of this Lodge; mémﬁyou with the enfign
¢ of

* When the Grand Mafter and.his Officets attend to conflitute

a new Lodge, the D.G. M, uf\nlly invefts the new Mafier, the

" Grand Wardens invest the new Wardens, the Grand Treafurer

and Grand Secretary inveft the Treafurer and Secretary, and the
Grand Stewards the: Stewards,

Fé
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4-of your office*. Your regular attendance on
¢ our flated meetings is eflentially neceffary ; as

<in my abfence you are to govern this lodge,.

¢ and in my prefence to aflift me in the govern-
¢ ment of it. 1 firmly rely on your knowledge
¢ of Mafonry, and attachment to the lodge, for

¢.the faithtul difcharge of the duties of this im~.

¢ portant office.”

¢ Brother E.F. I appoint you Junior Warden .

¢ of thiis Jodge ; and inveft you with the badge of
_ ¢ your office*. . To you I entruft the examina-

¢ tion of vifitors, and the introdu&ion of can-:

¢ didates, Your regular and punétual attend-
% ance on the lodge is particularly requefted ;

¢ and I have no doubt your zeal for Mafonry -
< will incline you to execute faithfully the duty .

¢ which you owe to your prefent appointment.’

The New Mafter then addrefles both his War- -

dens together.

¢ Brother Wardens, you are too good mem- -

¢ bers of our community, and too expert in the
« principles of Malonr), to rcquire much infor-
¢ mation in the duties of your refpetive offices :

¢ fuffice '

® Here fpecify its moral excellence,
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¢ fuffice it to mention, that 1 expeét what you
¢ have feen praife-worthy in others, you will
¢ carefully imitate; and what in them may have.
¢ appeared defective, you will in yourfelves
< amend. Good order and regularity you muft
¢ endeavoyr. to promote ; for it is only by a due
¢ regard to the Jaws in your own conduct, that
¢ you can expet to enforce obedience to them in
¢ that of the other members.’

The Wardens retire to their feats, and the:
Treafurer * is next invefted. The Secretary is.
then called to the pede({al and invefted with. the:
jewel of his office ; upon which the New. Mafter
thus.addrefleshim: )

¢ I appoint you, Brother G. H Secretary of
¢ this lodge. It is your province to record the.
¢ minutes, fettle the accounts, and iffue out the-
¢ fummons for our regular meetings. Y our good
¢ inclinations to Mafonry and the Lodge, will
¢ certainly .induce you to difcharge the duties of

¢ your office with ﬁdelify, and in fo doing, you.

¢ will merit the efteem and applaufe of your
¢ bretoren.’

The

* This officer is not appointed by the Matter, but cleted by »

the Lodge.
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‘The Stewards are next called up, and invefled ;
upon whick the following charge is delivered to
them by the New Mafter :

¢ Brother k. K. and Brother L. M. } appoint
< you Stewards of this lodge. T'he duties of your
¢ office are, to introduca vifitors, and to fee that
< they are properly accommodated ; to colleét
<« the quarterage and other fees, and to keep an
¢ exa& account of the lodge expences. Your
€ regular and early attendance will be the beft
« proof yow can give of yowr zeal and attach-
¢ ment.*

FThe Mafler then appoints the Tyler, and de-
livers over to him the inftrument of his office,
" with a fhort charge on the eccafion ; aftex which

he addrefles the Members of the lodge at large,

who are not i office, as follows :

¢ BRETHREN,

¢ Such is the nature of our conftitution, that

* as fome muft of neceflity rule and teach, fo
¢ others muft of courfe fubmit and obey. Hu-
¢ mility in both is an effential duty. The bre-
« thren whom I have appointed to affift me in the
¢ government of this lodge are too well ac-
¢ quainted with the principles of Mafonry, and
¢ the
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¢the rules of goed breeding, to extend the
¢ power with which they are entruffed ; and
¢ you are too fenfible of the propriety of their
¢ appointment, and of teo generous difpofi-
¢ tions, to envy their preferment. From the-
¢ knowledge I have of both officers and mem-
< bers, I truft we fhall mutually endeavour to-
¢ pleafe each other, and wnite in the grand
¢ defign of being happy, and of communicating
¢ happinefs.”

The Grand Mafter then gives the brethren’
joy of their officers, recommends harmony, and -
exprefles a wifh that the only contention in the
lodge may be a generous emulation to vie in
cultivating the royal Art, and the moral virtues.
The New Lodge joim in a general falute, and
the new inftalled Mafter returns thanks for the
honour of the conftitution.

The Grand Secretary proclaims the New Lodge
three times, with the honours  of Ma{onry.
Flourifh with horns each time.

The Grand Mafter orders the lodge to be re-
giftered in the Grand Lodge books, and the
Grand Secretary to notify the fame to the regular

lodges.
A fong -
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A fong * with a grand chorus, accompanied by
the mufic, concludes the ceremony of conftitu-
tion, and the lodge is clofed with the ufual fo-
lemnities in the different degrees, by the Grand
Mafter and his Officers ; after which they return.
in proceffion to the apartment from whence they
came.

This is the ufual ceremony obferved By regu~
lar mafons at the Conftitution of a New Lodge,
which the Grand Officers may abridge or extend
at. pleafure ; but the material points are on no
account to be omitted.

The Ceremony vbferved at laying the Foundation Stone

of @ Public Structure.

This ceremony is condu&ed by the Grand
Mafter and his Officers, affifted by the members
of the Grand Lodge. No private member, or
inferior officer of any private lodge, is admitted

to join in this ceremany. Provincial Grand~

Mafters are authorized to execute this truft in
their

* Many of the fongs and anthems, ufed upon this and other
occaﬁons, are inferted at the end of this volume,

r
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their feveral. provinces, accompanied by their
{ Officers, and the Mafters and Wardens of regu-
' lar Lodges under their jurifdiction,. The chief
magiftrate and other civil officers of the place
where the building is to be ereéted, generally
attend on the occafion. The. ceremony is thus
condu&ed.

At the time appointed,. the §Srand Lodge is
convened at fome convenient place approved by
the Grand Mafter., - An excellent band of mar-
{ tial mufic is provided, and the brethren appeas

in the infignia of the Order, elegantly drefled, -

with white gloves and aprons. The lodge is
i opened by the Grand Matfter, and the rules for
regulating the proceflion to 3nd from the place
where the ceremony is to be performed, are read
by the Grand Secretary. The neceflary cau-
tions being given from the chair, the lodge is
adjourned, and the proceffion begins in the fol-
lowing order :
l Two Tylers, with dmwn fwords ;

Mufic;
Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two ;
‘ "~ ATyler, in his uniform ; '
Paft Grand Stewatds ;
] Grand
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Grand Tyler;
- Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods ;
Secretary of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
Wardens of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
MASTER of the Stewards Lodge 3
-- Choirifters ;
Architedt;
. . Swordbearer, with the fword of ftate;
Grand Secretary, with his i)ag;
Grand Treafurer, with his ftaff;
The Bible*, Square, and Compafs, on a crimfon
velvet cufhion, carried by the Mafter
of a Lodge, fupported by two
- Stewards with white rods;
Grand Chaplain;;
Provincial Grand Matfters;
Paft Grand Wardens ;
Paft Deputy Grand Mafters ;
’ Paft Grand Mafters ;
Chief Magiftrate of the place;
" Grand Wardens ;
Deputy Grand Mafter ;
' The

* When the Bible is mentioned, it applies to any book which
is confidered to be the holy writings.
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The Contftitutions carried by the Mafter of the
oldeft Lodge*;

GRAND MASTER.
Twe Stewards clofe the proceffion.

A triumphal arch is ereted at the place where
the ceremony is to be performec} with proper
feaffolding for the reception- of the brethren.
The proceffion paffes through the arch, and the
- brethren repairing to their ftands,- thé Grand
Mafter and his Officers take their places on a
temporary platform covered with carpet. ‘Fhe
Grand Mafter commands filence, and-an ode on
Mafonry s fung. The neceffary preparations
are then made for laying the Stone, on which is
engraved the year of our Lord and of Mafonry,
the name of the reigning Sovereign, and the
name, titles, &ec. of the Grand Mufter. The
Stone is raifed up by means of an engine ereted
for that purpofe, and the Grand Chaplain or
Orator repeats a fhost prager. The Grand
‘Treafurer then, by the Grand Mafter’s com-
mand, places under the Stone various forts of
coin and medals of the prefent reign. Solemn
‘ mufic

# In allufion te.the Conftitutions of the Order being originally
vefted in that Oﬂicel, who is always confidered as the generak
Governor and Director of the Fraternity, in cafe of the refigna-
tion or death of the Grand Mafter.



3116 ILLUSTRATIONS

mufic begins, an anthem is fung, and the Stone
is let down into-its place, and properly fixed ;
upon which the Grand Mafter defcends to the
Stone, and gives three knocks with his hiram,
" amidft the joyful acclamations of the fpectators.
The Grand Mafter then delivers over to the
Archite& the various implements of architec--
ture, intrufting him with the fole fuperinten-
dence and direction of the work; after which
he re-afcends the platform, and an oration fuit-
able to the occafion is delivered. A voluntary
fubfcription being made for the workmen,. the
fum colle&ed is placed upon the Stone by the
. Grand Treafurer; and a fong in honour of
Mafonry concludes the ceremony. The pro-
ceflion returns to the place from whence it fet
out, and the lodge is clofed by the Grand War-
dens, whgu an clegant entertainment is provided
for the company.

The Cer:mony obferved at the Dedication of Maj&m
Halls.

On the day appointed for the celebration of
the ceremony of Dedication, the Grand Mafter
and his Officers, accompanied by all the Bre-

thren
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-thren who are Members of the Grand Lodge,
meet in a convenient room adjoining to the place
- where the ceremony is to be performed, when
the Grand Lodge is opened in ample form in all
the Degrees of Mafonry. The order of pro-
ceffion is read by the Grand Secretary, and a
~general charge refpeing propriety of behaviour
is -given by the Deputy Grand Mafter. The
Lodge is then adjourned, and the proceflion
formed as follows :

Two Tylers, with drawn fwords ;
Mufic
Members of the Grand Lodge, two and two;
A Tyler, in his uniform;
. Paft Grand Stewards; -
Grand Tyler ;.
Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods ;
Secretary of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
Wardens of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
MASTER of the Stewards’ Lodge ;
' Choirifters ; )
One Brother carrying a gold Pitcher, contain-
ing corn ; '
“T'wo Brethren, with filver Pitchers, containing
wine and oil ;
S Four
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Four Tylers carrying the Lodge, covered with
white fattin ;
Archite& ;
Grand Swordbearer, with the fword of ftate;
Grand Secretary, with his bag;
Grand Treafurer, with his ftaff;
Bible, Square, and Compafs, on a crimfon velvet
cufhion, carried by the Mafter of a Lodge,
fupported by two Stewards;
" Grand Chaplain;
Provincial Grand Mafters ;
Paft Grand Wardens ;
Paft Deputy Grand Mafters ;
Paft Grand ‘Matfters ;
Chief Magiftrate of the place;
Two large lights ;
Grand Wardens ;
One large light ;
Deputy Grand Mafter ;
Conﬁxtunons carried by the Maftet of the oldeft
Lodge®; ,
GRrAND MASTER. - '
Two Stewards clofe the proceffion.
o The

* See the note in p. 115,
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The Ladies are introduced into the galleries,
and the mufic take their places in the Hall.
- On the proceflion reaching the Grand: Mafter’s
chair, the ‘Grand Officers, are féparately pro-
claimed according to their rank, as they arrive
at that ftation, and immediately on the Grand
Mafter’s being proclaimed, the Mufic begins,
and a.grand piece. is performed, which continues
while the proceflion marches three times. round
the Hall. . The lodge is then placed in the
center-on a crimfon velvet couch, and the Grand
Mafter having taken the chair under a canopy of
ftate, the Grand Officers ‘and the Mafters and
Wardens of the ﬁodges repair to the’ places
" which have been .previoully prepared for their

" reception: The three lights and the gold and

filver pitchess, with the corn, wine, and oil, are
placed on the Lodge, at the head of which ftands
the pedeftal, with the Bible open, and the Square
and Compafs laid thereon, and the Conftitution
roll, on a crimfon velvet cuthion. Matters
being thus difpofed, an anthem is fung, and an
exordium on Mafonty given, after which the
Archite& addrefles the Grand Mafter in a gen-
teel fpeech, returns thanks for the honour con-
ferred on him, and {usrenders up all the imple-

ments
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ments which had been intrufted to his care at
laying the' foundation Stone. ~The Grand
Mafter having exprefled his approbation of the *
-Archite@’s condu&, an ode in honour of Ma-
fonry is fung, accompanied by the band, after
which the ‘Ladies withdraw for refrefhment;
and fuch of the maficians as are not mafons alfo
retire; in order to entertain the Ladles dumlg
their repaft.

“The Lodge being tiled, the buﬁnefs of Ma-
“fonry is refumed. TheGrand Secretary informs
the Grand Mafter, that it is the deﬁgn of the
fraternity to have the Hall dedicated to Mafonry ;
upon which he orders the-Grand Officers to
“affift in the ceremony, during which the organ '
-continues playing folemn mufic, excepting only
-at the intervals of dedication. .The Lodge is
uncovered, and the firft proceflion being made
round the Lodge, the Grand Mafter having
reached ‘the Eaft, the organ is filent, and in the
NAME OF THE-GREAT JEHOVAH, to WHOM BE
ALL GLORY AND HONOUR, he proclaims the
Hall duly dedicated to MAsoNRY, upon which
the Chaplain ftrews corn over the Lodge. The
organ plays, and the fecond procefion being
anade round the- Lodge, on the Grand Mafter’s

arrival
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arrival at the Eaft, the organ is filent, and he
declares the Hall dedicated, as before, to VIRTUE;
" on which the Chaplain fprinkles wine on the
Lodge. The organ plays, and the third pro-
ceffion being made round the Lodge, the Grand
Matfter having reached the Eaft, the mufic is
filent, and the Hall is dedicated to UNIVERSAL
BENEVOLENCE ; upon which the Chaplain dips
his fingers in the oil and fprinkles it over the
Lodge; and at each dedication the Grand
honours are given. A folemn invocation is made
to heaven, and an anthem fung, after which the
Lodge is covered, and the Grand Matfter retires
to his chair. The Ladies are re-introduced,
and an ode compofed for the occafion is per-
formed ; after which an oration is delivered by
the Grand Chaplain, to which fucceeds an an-
them. Donations for the charity are then col-
leted, the grand proceflion is refumed, and after
marching three times round the Hall, preceded
by the Tylers carrying the [.odge as at entrancey
during which the mufic continues to play a
grand piece, the proceflion returns to the room
from whence it fet out, where the laws of the
Order are rehearfed, and the Grand Lodge is
clofed in-ample form in all the Degrees.

G The
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The Ceremony obferved at Fumerals, according to

antient Cuflom : with the Service ufed on thofe

occafions.

No mafon can be interred with the formali-
ties of the Order, unlefs it be by his awn

fpecial requeft, communicated ta the Mafter

of the lodge of which he died a member,
foreigners and fojourners excepted; nor un-
lefs he has been agdvanced to the third degree.
of Mafonry, from which there cap be no ex-
ception,

"~ The Mafter of the lodge, on receiving intglli-.
gence of his death, and being made acquainted.
with the day and hour appointed for the funeral,
iflues his command for fummoning the ladge;
but if .more Lodges are expeed to attend, he
then muft make applicatioan by the Grand Se-
cretary to the Grand Mafter or his Deputy, for
a legal power and authority to aét on that acca-
fion, and not only to attend the proceffion with,
his Officers in form, but in the abfence of the.
Grand Mafter or his Deputy to prefide over and
regulate the conduct and behaviour of fuch bre-
thren from other Lodges as may affift in forming;

’ the
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the proceffion, who are to be under his direftion
for the time being; and all the brethren prefent

maufl be properly clothed +.
"The difpenfation being obtzined, the Mafter
may invite as many lodges as he thinks proper,
- and

+ By an expreft law of the Grand Eodge, it is enalled, € That
¢ no regular mafon do atterid any funeral, or other public* pro-
¢ ceffion, clothed with the badges and enfigns of the Order;
“‘unlefs a difpenfation for that purpefe has been obtained from
< the Grand Mafter, or his Deputy: under the penalty of for-
¢ feiting all the rights and privileges of the fociety ; and of being
¢ deprived of the benefit of the general fund of charity, thould he
¢ be reduced to want.’ 7

As difpenfations for public proceffiors are feldom or never
granted but upon very particular occafions, it cannot be thought
that thefe will be very frequent, or that regular mafons will in-
cline to infringe an eftablifhed law, by attending thofe which are
not properly authorized. Many public parades under this cha-
ralter, it is true, have been made of late years; but it may fafely
be affirtned, that thefe never received the fanction of the Grand
Mafter, or the countenance of any regular mafon converfant with
the laws of the Society. Cf this the public may be eafily con-
vinced, if it be conficered that the reputation of the whole frater-
nity would be at rifk by irregularity on fuch 2noccafion. It cannot
be imagined, that the Grand Mafter, who is generally of noble:
birth, weeld fo far degrade the dignity of his cffive, as to hazard
the charater of the fociety at large, by granting a difpenfation
from our eftatlifhed rules, for a public proceflion vpon fo trifling
an occafion as a private ben:fit at a playhoufe, public garden, or

" other

* By public proceflion is meant a general convention of mafons

for the purpofe of making a public appcarance,

G2
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and the members of the faid lodges may accom-
pany their officers in form ; but the whole cere-
mony muft be under the direction of the Mafter
of the lodge to which the deceafed belonged, for

' which

other place of general refort; where neither the intereft of the
fraternity, nor the public good, is concerned ; and which, though
it may be of advantage to one ortwo individuals, can never redound

to the good of Mafonry, or the honour of its patrons.
This law was planned to put a ftop to mixed and irregular
conventions of mafons, and to prevent them from expofipg to-
derifion the infignia of the Order, by parading through the ftrects
on unimportant occafions; but it was never intended to reftrict
-the privileges of any regular Lodge, or to encroach on the legal
prerogative of any Mafter of a regular Lodge. By the univerfal
praltices of Mafons every Lodge is authorized by its own autho-
rity to aé on fuch occafions, if the Society at large be not dif-
honoured thereby; and every Mafter, who is regularly eleéted and
inftalled, is fufficiently empowered by the conftitution, without
any other authority, to convene and govern his own Lodge on
any emergency, as at the funeral of any of its members, or on any
other occafion in which the honour of the Society is concerned 3
but when brethren froam other Lodges are convened,who are not fub-
jeét tohis controul, in that cafe a particular deputation s required
frem the Grand Mafter or his Deputy, who are the only general
Direfors of Mafons. It cannot be fuppofcd that the Mafter of
a Lodge will iffue a fummons for the public appearance of his
Lodge on a trifling occafion, or without approbation, as he
well knows that he is amenable to the General Affembly for his
condu&, and, by the charges of his office, muft fubmit to their
award; but fhould he be {o imprudent as to aft on this occafion
improperly, the Brethren of the Lodge are warranted by the laws

to refufe obedience to his fummons,

A Dif-
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A
which purpofe only the difpenfation is granted ;

and he and his officers muft be duly honoured,
and cheerfully obeyed on the occafion.

All the brethren, who walk in proceffion,
fhould obferve, as much as poflible, an unifor-
mity in their drefs. Decent mourning, with
white ftockings, gloves, and aprons*, is moft
fuitable and becoming. No perfon fhould be

“diftinguifhed with a jewel, unlefs he is an officer

of one of the lodges invited to attend in form,
and the officers of fuch lodges fhould be orna-
mented with fafhes and hatbands; as alfo the
officers of the lodge to whom the difpenfation is
granted, who are likewife to be diftinguithed

with white rods. :
o In
A Difpenfation therefore is only necefary in thofe cafes where
mafons from different Lodges are indifcriminately convened, as it
vefts a power in certain individuals for the time being to fuperin-
tend the behaviour of fuch Brethren, that no irregularity may
enfue; but when a regular Lodge is affembled under the aufpices
of its own Mafter, that Mafter is fufficiently empowered to prefide
over his own Lod;e by the Conftitution, anauthority which no
Difpenfation can fuperfede, the former being an aét of the Society at
large, the latter only an a& of the Grand Mafter as an individual.
For thefe fentiments I have lately been cenfured; but a cenfure.

. fo unjuftly founded, defeats its own purpofe, and I truft is too

trifling to merit attention,

" * This is the ufual clothing of mafter-mafons,
G3
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In the proceffion to the place of interment,
the different lodges fhould rank according to
their feniori;),'; the junior ones preceding. Each
Jodge fhould form one divifion, and the follow-
ing order be obferved = : .

The Tyler, with his fword ;.
The Stewards, with white rods ;
The brethren out of office, two and two ;
’ The Secretary, with a roll 5
The Treafurer, with his badge of office ;
Senior.and Junier Wardens, hand in hand ;.
The Paltmafter;
The Mafter ;
‘The Lodge to which the deceafed Brother
belonged, in the following order;
all the members having flowess
ar herbs in their hands ;
The Tyler;
‘The Stewards 3
Mastial Mufic [Drums muflied, and Trumpets
coveped |;
The Members of the Lodge ;
The Secretary and Treafurer ;'
- The Benier and Junior Wardens ;
' Fhe Paftmafter ;

’,

The

A
————— AL
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"The Holy Writings, on a cuthion, covered with
black cloth, carried by the oldeft
Member of the Lodge ;

The Mafter ;

Tte Choirifters, finging an anthem ;-
The Clergymari ;

The BODY, |
with the regalia ’

Pall Bearers, | piaced thereon, § Pall Bedrers ;.
and two {fwords
croffed.

Chief Mourner ;
Affiftant Mourners ;.
Two Stewards 3 -
A Tyler;

Ohe or two lodges thould march, before the:
proceflion begins, to the church. yard, to prevent
confufion, and make the neceffary preparations.
"The breéthren on no account ought to defert their
ranks; or change their places, but keép in theif
different departments. When the proceffion ar-
rives at the “gate of the church-yard, the lodge
to which thé deceafed brother belonged, the
mourners, and attendants on the corpfe, muft
halt; till the members of the other lodges have
formed a citele round the grave, when an open-

’ G4 ing
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ing is made to receive them. They are then to
march up to the grave ; and the clergyman and
officers of the alting lodge taking their ftation at
the head of the grave, with the choirifters 6n each
fide, and the mourners at the foot, the fervice is
rehearfed, an anthem fung, and that particular
part.of the ceremony concluded with the ufual
forms. In returning from the funeral, the fame
order of proceflion is obferved.

The Funeral Service.

‘The lodge is opened by the Mafter of the
lodge to which the deceafed belonged in the third
degree, with the ufual forms, and an anthem is
fung. The body being placed in the center on
a couch, and the coffin in which it is laid being
open, the Mafter proceeds to the head of the
corpfe, and the fervice begins.

MAsTER. ¢ What man is he that liveth, and
¢ fhall not fee death ? fhall he deliver his foul
« from the hand of the grave ?

¢ Man walketh in a vain fhadow, he heapeth
«up riches, and cannot tell who fhall gather
s them,

¢ When he dieth, hefhall carry nothing away;
¢ his glory fhall not defcend after him. /

o ¢ Naked
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¢ Naked he came into the world, and naked
¢ he muft return : the Lord gave, and the Lord
¢ hath taken -away ; blefled be the name of the -
¢ Lord.’

The grand honours are then given,.and cer--
tain forms ufed; which cannot be here explained.
Solemn mufic is introduced, during which the-
Matfter ftrews herbs or flowers over the body ;
and taking the SACRED RoLL in his hand,
he fays,,

¢ Let me die the death of the righteous, and
¢ let my laft end be like his.”

The brethren anfwer,.

¢ God- is our God forever and ever; he will -
¢ be our. guide even.unto death.”

The Mafter then puts the roll lnto the cheft;
upon which-he fays,

¢ Almighty Father, into thy hands we com-
¢ mend the fonl of our loving brother.”

The Brethren anfwer three times,. gmng the
grand honours each time,-

¢ The will of God is accomplifhed ; fo be it.’

‘The. Mafter then repeats the followmg
prayer :

« Moft glorious God, author of all good, and
¢ giver of all mercy, pour down thy bleflings

Gs ¢ upon
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< wpow usy and ftrengthent our folemn engage-
¢ merits witlr the ties of fincere affe&ion. May
< the prefent inflandte of mrortality remind us of
< our approaching fate; and by drawing our
¢ attonition towards thee, the only. refuge in
¢ time of need, hmry we be-induced fo to regulate
< our ¢ondut here, that-when the awful mowment:
< fhall arrive that we ate abowt o quit this:
¢ tranfitory foemey the enlivewing: profpe@ of
¢ thy mercy may difpel the gloom of deathy and
¢ sfter owr departare hence inl"pence amd . in
< thy favour, we may be received: ifito thine
< everlafting kingdom, and theseemnjoy; imr union
« with' the fouls of owr departed friends, the
¢ juft rewards of a pious amd virtuous lifes *
< Amen.’

An anthem being fung, the Mafler retires to
the poedeftaly; and the coffin is fhut up. An-
oration fuitable to the socalion is delivered ;- and
the Mafter recommending love: and umity, the
brethren join hands, ard renew to each other
their pledged vows. The lodge is adjourned,
and the proceffion begins, im the form already
defcribed, to the church, and from thence to the
place of interment ; where the following exhor-
tation is-givep : .

~

¢ Here

R S S



‘

OF MABONRY. 131

¢ Hete we vitw 4 ftriking inftancé of the un-

¢ certaihty of lik, and the vanity of all humar
¢ putfuits. The laft offices pdid to the dead aré

" ¢ orily ufeful 45 thiéy -ate le@ures to the living

¢ from them therefort we are to derive inftruc-
< tion, and ought to confider every folemnity of
« this kind #s a furitmons to prepare fot our dp-
¢ proaching difflution.

‘« Notwithftanding the various mrementos. of
< mortility with which we daily meet; notwith~
< flanding we art convinced that Death has efta~
< blithed his empire over afl the works of
¢ Nature, yet; through fonie unactountable ifn- -
« fatuation; we aré fill apt to forget that we ate’
< borm to.die.. 'We go on frotm oné defign to’
< ahothet, add hope to hope, and lay out plans
< for the fubfiftenice ahd emplogment of many
< yedrs, . till we are faddenly alarmed with the
< approath of Death when we leaft expeét
¢ him, and 2t an hour which we ptobably
¢ conclude to. be tlm mhetidian - of out exift-

"< enee.

¢ What are all the externals of mdjefty, the

< pride of wealth, or charms of beauty, when
¢ Nature has paid her juft debt? 1f for 2 mo-
¢ ment we throw our eyes on the laft feené, and
Gé ¢ view
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¢ view life ftript of its ornaments, and expofed
¢ in its natural meannefs, we fhall then be con-
¢ vinced of the futility of thefe empty delu-
¢ fions. In the grave all fallacies are detetted,
¢ all ranks are levelled, and all diftin&ions are
¢ done away. -

¢ While we drop the fympathetic tear over the:
¢ grave of our deceafed friend, let charity induce
¢ us to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever
¢ they may have been, and let us not with-hcld
¢ from his memory the praife his virtues may
¢ have claimed. Suffer the apologies of human
¢ nature to plead in his behalf. PRerfe@ion has
¢ never been attained ; the wifeft -as well as the
¢ beft of men have erred. His meritorious
< altions, therefore, let us imitate, and from his
¢ weaknefs let us derive inftruction.

¢ Let the prefent example excite our ferious
¢ attention, and ftrengthen our refolutions of
¢ amendment. .As life is uncertain, and all
¢ earthly. putfuits are vain, let us no longer
¢ poftpone the important concern of preparing
¢ for eternity ; but let us embrace the happy
¢ moment while time and opportunity offer,
¢ to provide with care againft that great change,

¢ when the pleafures of this world fhall ceafe to-

< delight,
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¢ delight, and the refle&tions of a life fpent in
< the exercife of piety and virtue yield the only
¢ comfort and confolation. -

¢ Thus fhall our expefations not be fruf-
¢ trated, nor fhall we be hurried unprepared into

¢ the prefence of that all-wife and powerful

¢ Judge, to whom the fecrets of ail hearts are

¢ known, and from whofe dread tribunal no cul-

¢ prit can efcape. .

¢ To conclude: Let us fupport with pro-
¢ priety the charalter of our profeflion on every
¢ occafion; advert to the nature of our folemn:
< engagements, and purfue with unwearied affi-
¢ duity the facred tenets of Mafonry : Let us
¢ with becoming reverence fupplicate the divine
¢ grace, that we may fecure the favour of that
¢ eternal Being whofe goodnefs and power know

¢ no bound ; and profecute our journey, without -

¢ dread or apprehenfion, to that far diftant coun-
¢ try from whence no traveller returns. By the
¢ light of the divine countenance, we fhall then:

" ¢ pafs, without trembling, through:thofe gloomy

¢ manfions where all- things are forgotten, and:
¢ at that great and tremendous day, when, ar-
¢ raigned at the bar of divine juftice, judgment’

¢ fhall
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¢ fhall be ptonounced in our favour, we fhbl)
¢ receive the reward of our virtuejand acquire the
¢ pofleflion of an immortal ihheritance; wherd
< joy flows in ene ¢ontinuved flieamns; and no
¢ mbund can chetk its tourfe.”

* The following invbcatiens ire then to be madé
by the Mafter, and the ufuit hemours to actom=
pbny each:

MasTEeRr. ¢ May we be true and faithful; and
¢ may We live and die in love !’

ANSWER. ¢ 5o mete it be.”

Masver. < May we profefs what is good;
< and may we always aét agteeably v our pro-
¢ feffion !’

ANswER. ¢ Sométe it be.’

MasTER. ¢ May the Lord blefs us, and pruf-
¢ per us ;.and nmmay all our good intentions bo
¢ crowned with fuccefs !’

~ Answeg. ¢ So mote it be.’

The Secretaries dre themr to advance, and
throw their rolls into the grave with the ufuak
forms, while the Mafter repeats with an audible
Voice :

¢ Glory be to God-om ltigh, on earth peate,

¢ and good-will towards mén. ‘
ANSWER,




OF MASORRY. 133

AXSWRA, ¢ 50 mott it be now, from hence-

¢ forth, and: for evérmore.”
- Tive Maftdr is then to conclute the ceremony

at the grave m the fullowing words =

¢ From timc immmemorial it has becn an.
¢ eftablifhed: cuftom amenyg the fraterniey of firee
¢ and aceepted mrafonsy when requefled by a
¢ brother om hié death-bed, to ateompany Mis:
< corpfe to the place of interntdfity. amd there:
< to depofic Iris remains wWith thé ufual forma-.
¢ Jitivs; ' ,

< In conformity to this lawdable uftige, and:
< at the fpetial requeft' of cur deceafed brother,,

- ¢ whofe mentoty we revere; amd whofé 1ofs we:

< deplorey, wo are here aflembled it the charuétet-
¢ of mafong, to refign His Body to the eatth from.
< whiente it came; ahd to offer up the laft tribute
¢ of our affection to his memoty; thereby des
¢ riionftrating to the world the fincerity of out
< paft eftem, and ous fleady attachment to the
¢ ptintciples of our honourable Ordér.

< With proper refpeét to the effablithed cuf-
¢ toms of the country in which we refide, with -

. ¢ due deference to our fuperiors in church and

¢ ftate; and with unlimited good-will to all man<,

¢ kind, we appear in the charaéter of our pros
¢ feffion.
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¢ feflion.—Invefted with the badges of Mafonry, -
< we publicly declare our obedience and fubmif-
¢ fion to the laws and government of the country
¢ in whicQ we live, and an ardent with to pro-. 1
¢ mote the general good of fociety; we humbly im-
¢ plore the blefing of Heaven on all our zealous-
< endeavours for this laudable purpofe, and pray
¢ for our fteady perfeverance in the principles of-
¢ piety and virtue. :

¢ As it has pleafed the divine Creator to re- “
¢ mave our brother from the cares and troubles
¢ of a tranfitory exiftence, to a ftate of eternal
¢ duration ; -and thereby to weaken the chain. by -
< which we are linked one to another : may his
¢ example remind us of our approaching fate,
< and incline us who furvive him,. to be more -
¢ ftrongly. cemented in the ties of union and .
¢ friendthip; that by regulating. our condu
¢ here agreeably to the ditates of truth and .
¢ wifdom, we may enjoy, .in the laft moment, .
¢ that ferene tranquillity of mind which ever .
¢ flows from a clear and. unfullied confcience
< free from offence. ’

¢ Unco the grave we refign the body of our .
< fricnd and brother, there to remain until the
¢ general refurrection ; in favourable expeation

¢ that
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- & that his immortal foul will then partake of joys

¢ which have been prepared for the righteous
¢ from the beginning of the world : and we pray
¢« Almighty God, of his infinite goodnefs, at the
¢ grand tribunal of unbiafled juftice, to extend
¢ his mercy towards him, and all of us, and to
¢ crown our felicity with everlafting blifs in the
¢ expanded realms of a boundlefs eternity. ‘This
¢« we beg, for the honour of his holy name, to
¢ whom be glory, now and for ever. Amen.’

Thus the fervice ends, when the ufual honours
are given, and the proceflion returns to the place -
from whence it came,

The brethren being arrived at the lodge, the
neceflary duties are complied with, and the bufi-
nefs of Mafonry is renewed. 'The regalia, and
ornaments of the deceafed, if an officer of a lodge,
are returned to the Mafter in due form, with
the ufual ceremonies; after which the charges
for regulating the conduc of the fraternity are
rehearfed, and the lodge is clofed in the third
degree with a blefling. i
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THE PRINCIPLES OF MASONRY EXPLAINED.

SECT. L

A Latter firom the learned My. Fobn Licke, to the
Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an-
vld Manufiript on 1he fubject of Frée-Mafonry.

My Lorp, . 6th May, 1696.
HAVE at length, by the help of Mr. Callins;
procured a copy of that MS. in the Botleian
library, which you were fo curious to fee: and,
in obedience to your Lordthip’s commands, I
herewith fend it o yous Moft of the notes an-
nexed to it, are what I mwade yefterday for the
reading of my Lady Mafham, who is become fo
fond of Mafonry, as to fay, that the now more
than ever wifhes herfelf a man, that fhe might be
capable of admiflion into the fraternity.
The




ILLUSTRATIONS, &c. 139

The MS. of which this is a copy, appears to
be about 160 years old ; yet (as your lordthip
will obferve by the title) it is itfelf a copy of one
yet more antient by about 100 years: for the
original is faid to be the hand-writing of
K. Henry VI. Where that prince had it, is at -
prqfent an uncertainty ; but it feems to me to be
an examination (taken perhaps before the king)
of fome one of the brotherhood of mufons; among
whom he entered himfelf, as it is faid, when he
came out of his minority, and thenceforth put a
ftop to a perfecution that had been raifed againft
them: But I muft not detain your lordfhip longer
by my preface from the thing itfelf.

I know not what effect the fight of this old
paper may have upon your lordfhip ; but for my
own part I cannot deny, that it has fo much
raifed my curiofity, as to induce me to enter my-
felf into the fraternity, which I am determined to
do (if I may be admitted) the next time I go to
London, and that will be fhortly. ¥am,

My Lorbp,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obadient, © e
And moft humble fervant,

JOHN LOCKE.

Certayne
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Certayne Queflyons, with Anfweres to the fame, con-
cerning the Myflery of MAGUNRYE ; writtene
by the hande of kynge HENRYE, the fixthe of the
name, and faythfullye copyed by me (1) JoHAN
LeyLANDE, Antiquarius, by the commaunde of
bis (2) Highneffe.

They be as followethe,

QuesT. What mote ytt be? (3)

Answ. Ytt beeth the fkylle of nature, the
underftondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne,
and its fondrye werckynges ; fonderlyche, the
fkylle of reGtenyngs, of waightes and metynges,
and the treu manere of fagonnynge al thynges
for mannes ufe; headlye, dwellinges, and

buyldynges

(1) Joun Lzyranpz was appointed by Henry VIII, at the,
diflolution of monafteries, to fearch for, and fave fuch books and
records as were valuable among them. He was a man of great
labour and induftry.

(2) His HiGrNESSE, meaning the faid king Henry VIIL
Our kings had not then the title of majefty.

o (3) What mote ytt be?] ‘That is, what may thic myftery of
mafonry be? The anfwer imports, that it confifts in natural,

- mathematical, and mechanical knowledge. Some part of-which
(as appears by what follows) the mafons pretend to have taught
the reft of mankind, and fome part they ftill conceals

.
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buyldynges of alle kindes, and all odher thynges
that make gudde to manne.

Quest. Where dyd ytt begyne ?

Answ. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrfte
menne in the efte, whych were before the (s)
ffyrfte manne of the wefte, and comynge weftlye,
ytt hathe broughte herwyth alle comfortes to the
wylde and comfortlefle.

- Quest. Whodyd brynge ytt weftlye ?

Answ. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge
grate mcrchaundes, comed ffyrfte ffromme the
efte ynn Venetia, for the commodytye of mar-
chaundyfynge beithe efte and wefte bey the redde
and myddlelonde fees.

- QUEST.

{4) (5) Fyrfte menne yn the efte, &c.] It thould feem by this
that mafons believe there were men in the eaft before Adam,
who is called the ¢ ffyrfte manne of the wefte;’ and that arts and
fciences began in the eaft.  Some authors of great note for learn~
ing have been of the fame opinion; and it is certain that Europe
and Africa (which, in refpe&t to Afia, may be called weftern
countries) were wild and favage, long after arts and politenefs of
manners were in great perfetion in China and the Indies.

(6) The Venetians, &c.] In the times of monkith ignorance
it is no wonder that the Phenicians thould be miftaken for the
Venetians. Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken one for
the other, fimilitude of found might deceive the clerk who firft
took down the examination, The Phenicians were the greateft
voyagers among the antients, and were in Europe thought to-be

the
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QussT. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?

. Answ. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, jour.
neyedde ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria,

_and yn everyche lande: whereas the Venetians
badde plauntedde macomrye, and wynnynge en-

traunce yn. 3l ladges of magornes, he lernod

muche, and retournedde, and woned yn Grecia

Magna (8), wackfynge, and becommynge 2

myghtye

the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the
-caft with other arts: ’

" (7)-Peter Gower.] This muft be another miftake-of the writer.
1 was puzzled at firft to guefs whe Peter Gower fhould be, the
name being perfeétly Englith; or how a Greek fhould come by
fuch a name: But as foon as I thought of Pythagoras, I could
Scarce forbear fmiling, to find that philofopher had undergone a
metempfychofis he never dreamt of. We need only confider the
Fronch prenunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is Petagore,
10 conceive how . cafily fueh a miftake might be made by aa
unledraed clerk. - That Pythagoras travelled for knewledge into
Egypt, &c. is known to all the learned; and that he was ini-
tiated into feveral different orders of priefis, who in thofe deys
kept all their learning: fecret from the vulgar, is as well known.
Pythagoras alfo made every geometrical theorem a fecret, and
admitted oaly fuch to the. knowledge of them, as had firft under~
gone a five years filence. He is fuppofed te be the inventor of
the 47th propofition of the firft book ef Euclid, for which, inthe
joy of his heart, it is faid he facrificed a hecatorab, He alfo knew
the true fyftem of the world, lately revived by Copernicua; and was
certainly a moft wonderful man, Sce his life by Pron.Har,

(8) Gezcia MacNa, a part of Italy formerdy fo called, in

‘which the Grecks had fettled a large colony,




QF MASONRY. 143

myghiye (9) wyfoacre, and greatolyche re.
Bowned, and her he framed a grate lodge at
Geaton (ro0), and maked many magennes, fome

whereofte dyde journeye yn Fraunce, and maked
mapye magannes, wherefromme, yn procefle oi
gygne, the arte pafled in Engelonde.

- QuEes?. Dasthe magonnes difcouer there artes
uato odhers ? 4

Answ. Peter Gawer, whenne he journeyedde |

to lernne, was fyrfte (11) made, and anonne
techedde; evenne foe fhulde all odhers beyn

recht. Nathelefs (12) magonnes hauethe always
. N yn

(9) Wyfeacre.] This word at prefent fignifies fimpleton, but
farmerly had a quite <ontrary meaning, Weifager, in the old
Saxon, is philelopher, wifeman, or wizard, and having been
fmquently ufed ironically, at length came t¢ have adire€t mean-
ing in the ironical fenfe, Thus Duns Scotus, a man famed for
the fubtilty and acutenefs of his underfianding, hzs, by the fame
method of irony, given a general name to modern dunces.

(10) Groton.j Groton is the name of a place in England. The
place here meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, whlch in
the time of Pythagoras was very populous,

(11) Fyrfte made.] The word MmaApE 1 fuppofe has a particular
apeaning among the mafons ; perhaps it fignifies, initiated.

(12) Magonnes baueth communycatedds, &c.] 'This paragraph
‘hath fomething remarkable in it. 1t contains a juftification of
the fecrecy fo much boafted of by mafons, and fo much blamed
by others; afferting that they have in all ages difcovered fuch
4bings a5 might be ufeful,.and that they conceal fuch only as

would
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yn everyche tyme, from tyme to tyme, commu-
nycatedde to mannkynde foche of ther fecrettes
as generallyche myghte be ufefulle; they haueth
keped backe foche allein as fhulde be harmefulle
yff they comed yn euylle haundes, oder foche as
ne myghte be holpynge wythouten'the techynges
to be joynedde herwythe in the lodge, oder foche
as do bynde the freres more ftrongelyche togeder,
bey the proffytte and commodytye comynge to
the confrerie herfromme,

QuEesT. Whatte artes haueth the magonnes
techedde mankynde ?

Answ. Theartes (13) agricultura, architec-
tura, aftronomia, geometria, numeres, . mufica,
pozefie, kymiftrye, governmente,and relygyonne.

Quest. Howe commethe magonnes more
teachers than odher menne ?

Answ. The hemfelfe haueth allein in (14)
arte of fyndinge neue artes, whyche arte the

, flyrite

would be hurtful either to the world or themfelves What thefe
fecrets are, we fee afterwards,

(13) The artes, agricultura, &c.] It feems a bold pretence this
of the mafons, that they bave taught mankind all thefe arts.
They have their own authority for it; and I know not how we
fhall difprove them.. But what appears moft odd yis, that they
seckon religion among the arts,

(14) Arte of fyndinge ncue artes.] The art of inventing arts,

muft
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ffyrfte magonnes receaued from Godde ; by the
whyche they fyndethe whatte artes hem plefethe,
and the treu way of techynge the fame. Whatt
odher menne dothe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey
chaunce, and herfore but lytel 1 tro.

QuEesT. What dothe the magonnes concele
and hyde? .

Answ. Thay concelethe the arte of ffyndynge
neue artes, and fhattys for here own proffytte,
and (15) preife: Thay concelethe the art of
kepynge (16) fecrettes, thatt foe the worlde
mayeth nothinge concele from them. Thay

con-

muft certainly be a moft ufeful art. My lord Bacon’s Novum
Organum is an attempt towards fomewhat of th. fame kind.
But I much doubt, that it ever the mafons had it, they have now
loft it; fijice fo few new arts have been lately invented, and fo
many arc wanted. The idea [ have of fuch an art is, that it muft _
be fomething proper to be applied 1nall the fciences generally, as
algebra is in numbers, by the help of which, new rules of arith-
metic are, and may be found.

(15) Prefe.] It feems the mafons have great regard to the repu-.
tation as well as the profit of their order ; fince they make it one
reafon for not divulging an art in coinmon, that it may dc hoaour,
to the poffeflors of it. I think in this particular they fhew too
much regard for their own fociety, and tuo little for the reft of
mankind,

(16) Arte of kepynge fecrettes.] What kind of an art this is,
I canby no means imagine. But certainly fuch an art the mafons
" muft have: For though, as icme people fuppofe, they thould have

. . no

H
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concelethe the art of wunderwerckynge, and of
forefayinge thynges to comme, that fo thay fame
artes may not be ufedde of the wyckedde to an
euyell ende. Thay aHo concelethe the (17) arte
of chaunges, the wey of wynnynge the facultye
(18) of Abrac, the fkylle of becommynge gude
and parfyghte wythouten the holpynges of fere
and hope ; and the univerfelle (19) longage of
magonnes. ]

QuEsT,

no fecret at all, even that muft be a fecret, which being difcovered,
wquld expofe them to the higheft ridicule: and therefore it re-
quires the utmoft caution to conceal it. '

(17) Arte of chaunges.] I know not what this means, unlefs
it be the tranfmutation of metals.

(18) Facultye of Abrac,] Here I am utterly in the dark.

{19) Univerfelle longage of magonnes.] An univerfal language
has been much defired by the learned of many ages. It is a thing
rather to be withed than hoped for. But it feems the mafons
pretend to have {fuch a thing among them. If it be true, I guefs
it muft be fomething like the language of the Pantomimes among
the antient Romans, who are faid to be able, by figns only, to
exprefs and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of all mations
and languages. A man who has all thefe arts and advantages, is
certainly in a condition to be envied : But we are told that this
is not the cafe with all mafons; for though thefe arts are among
them, and all have a right and an opportunity to know them,
yet fome want capacity, and others induftry, to acquire them.
However, of all their arts and fecrets, that which I moft defire to
know is, ¢ The fkylie of becommynge gude and parfyghte;® and
Twith it were communicated to all mankind, fince there is nothing
- more

e — ——
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QuesT. Wylle he teche me thay fame artes ?

Answ. Ye fhalle be techedde yﬁ' ye be war-
thye, and able to lerne.

QuesT. Dothe all magonnes kunne more then
odher menne?

-Answ, Not fo. Thay onlyche lm:eth recht
and occafyonntmote then odher menne té kunrie,
butt manye deeth fale yn capaeity, and hanye
rote doth want tnduftrye, thaty 78 petnecefltye
for the gaynymnge 4ll kunnyngé, -

QuEesT. Are magonnés guddes menne then
odhers ?

Answ. Some magonnes are not {o vertuous as
fome odher menne; but, yn the mofte parte, thay
‘be mare gude than thay woulde be' yf thay war
not magonnes. '

~ Quest. Doth magonnes love eidther odher
myghtylye as beeth fayde ?

Answ. Yea verylyche, and yt may ot odfier-
wife be: For gude menne and trev, kennynge
eidher odhet to be foche, déeth always love the
more as thay be more gude.

[Hete endethie the quettyonnes, and awnfweres. ]

more true than the beautiful fentence contained in the laft an-
fwer, ¢ That the better men are, the more they love one another.”
Virtue having in itfelf fomething fo amiable as to charm the
hearts of adl that behold it,

H2
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A GLOSSARY; to explain the old words in tbe-

foregamg Manufmpt.
Allein, only Myghte, power "
Alweys, always Occafyonne, opportumty
Beithe, both Odber, other

Commodyiye, conveniency Onelyche, only .

Confreric, fraternity

Faconnynge, formlng L

Pernece effarye, abfdlntely
neceflary

Fore-/ayinge, prophecy- Preife, honour |,

ing

Freres, brethren
Headlye, chiefly

Hem plefethe, they pleafe
Hemfelfe, themfetves
Her, there, their
Hereynne, therein
Herawyth, with it
Holpynge, beneficial
Kunne, know :
Kunnynge, knowledge

Recht, rlght

Rechenyngs, numbers
Sonderlyche, particularly.
Skylle, knowledge

* Wackfynge, growing

Werck, operation

Wey, way - Co

Whereas, where

Woned, dwelt

Waunderaerckynge working
miracles

Make gudde, arebeneficial Wylde, favage

_Metynges, meafures
Mote, may

Wynnynge, gaining
Ynn, into

Myddilonde;Mediterranean

SECT.

[P TP S
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-SECT. IL- "

Rtmar}: on the prma’mg Mam{/mpt, and on tbe
Annotations, of Mr. Locke. ;

HIS dialogue poffefles a double claim to our
regard; firft for its antiquity, and next for
the notes added to it by Mr. Locke, who, though
_ not at that time enrolled in the order of mafons,
offers conjeCtures on the hiftory and tradi- -
tions of Mafonry, which are not only juft but
judicious : - Mr. Locke, " however, being then
a ftranger to the fraternity, it is hoped a few
additional remarks from'a brother will* not be
deemed altogether impertinent. '
Every reader muft feel a fecretfatisfaltion in the
perufal of this antient manufcript, efpecially the
true and faithful’ mafon, whom it more nearly
concerns. The recommendation of a philofo-
pher of as great merit and penetration as’ this
nation has ever ‘produced, added to the real value
of the piece itfelf, muft give it a fan&ion, and
render it defcrvmg a fcﬂous and candid exami-
nation, :
The conjecture of the ingenious and learned
‘annétater concerning its being an examination
i Hj3 taken
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taken before King Henry of one of the frater-
nity of mafons, is juft. The fevere ediét pafled
at that time againfi the fociety, and the difs
couragement given to the mafons by the bifhop
of Winchefter and-his party, induced that prince,
in his riper years, to make a ftrier ferutiny
into the nature of the mafonic inftitution; which
was fortunately attended with the happy cir«
cumﬁancc of gaining his favaur, together with
his patronage. Had not the difturbances and civil
commotions in the kingdom during his reign
attralted the notice of government, it is pros
bable that this act would have been repealed,
through the intercefion of the duke of Glouy
cefter, whofe attachment ta the focicty was very
confpicuous, »

Page 140. What mate ytt be 7] Mr. Locks
obferves, in his annotation on this queftion, that
the anfwer . ta it imperts, that Mafonsy confifts
of natural, mathematical, and mechanical know-
ledge ; fome part of which, he fays, the mafons
pretend to have taught the reft of mankind, and
fome part they ftill conceal.—The arts which
have been commupicated to the world by mafons
are particularly fpecified.in an anfwer to.one of

the




OF MASONRY. . 1w

the following queftions ; as are alfo thofe which
they have reftricted to themfelves for wife pur-
pofes.— Morality, however, might have been
included in this anfwer, as it conftitutes a prin-
cipal part of the mafonic fyftem. B

Page 141. Where dyd ytt begyne?] In the
‘annotation on the anfwer to this queftion, Mr.
Locke feems to fuggeft, that mafons believed
there were men in the Eaft before Adam, which
is indeed a mere conjecture. This opinion may
be confirmed by many learned authors, but ma-
fons comprebend the true meaning of Mafonry
taking rife in the Eaft and fpreading to the Wett,
‘without having recourfe to the Praadamites.
Eaft and Weft are terms peculiat to the fociety,
and when mafonieally adopted, are only intelli-
- gible to the fraternity *, as they refér to certain
forms and eftablifhed cuffoms among themfelves.
From the Eaft, hewever, it is well known kearn-
ing sxtended to the woftdrn world, and gradually
advanced inte Europe,
. II"agc
- % And bellold the glory of the God of Ifratl casie from-thie
way of the Baft, Fzck, xliii, 2.
Hg
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Page 141. Who dyd brynge ytt weftlye?]
The judicious correétion of an illiterate clerk,
in the anfwer to this queftion as well as the
next, refle@s great credit on the ingenious an-
notator. His explanation is juit, ‘and his elu-
cidation accurate. ’

Page 142. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?]
The records of the fraternity inform us, that
Pythagoras was regularly initiated into Mafonry;
and being properly inftruted in the myfteries of
the Arty was much improved, and propagated
the principles of the Order in other countries
into which he afterwards travelled.

Pythagoras lived .at Samos, in the reign of
‘Tarquin, the laft king of the Romans, in the
year of Rome 220; or, according to Livy, in
the reign of Servius Tullius, in the year of the
world 3472. From his extraordinary defire of

knowledge he travelled into. feveral cguntries,

and. enriched his mind with learning.” He was
the firft who took the name of philofopher 5 that
is, a lover of wifdlom. His fyftem of morality
was admirable. He made unity the principle of
all things, and believed that between God and
man there were various orders of fpiritual beings

' who

———
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who adminiftered to the divine will. *His difci-
ples brought all their goods into a common ftock,
contemned the pleafures of fenfe, abftained from
fwearing, eat nothing that had lnfe, and believed
in the do&rine of a metempfychof S, OF tranfmi-
gration of fouls. The chief aim of this philofo-
pher’s moral do&trine was to purge the mind
from the impurities of the body, and it feems to
have had more real piety in'it than other i‘yﬂ:ems,‘
but lefs exalthefs. ,

Pythagoras travelled’ ﬁrﬁ into hgypt, where
~he was initiated into the feveral orders of priefts,
who, in thofe days, képt all their learning a
fecret from the vulgar,. He made every geome-
trical theorem a fecret, and admltted on]y thofe
to the knowledge ‘of his’ fyﬁem, who had firft
undergone five years filence. He is faid to have
been the inventor of the 47th Propofition of
Euclid*, which, in geometrical folutions and
demonftrations of quantities, is of excellent ufe;
and for which, in the joy of his heart, i it is faid
he facnﬁced a hecatomb He was wdl verfed in .

aﬁro-

* TurorEM. Inany right-angled triangle, the fquare which
is defcribed upon the ﬁdc'fu'btcnding the right angle, Is équal to -
the fquares defcribed upon the fides which .gontain the right §
angle, Euclid, lib, i. prop, 47.

Hs
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aftronomy, and thoroughly, upderflood the trug
fyftem of the world revived by Copernicus,

The pupils wha had been initiated by, this;
philofopher in the. fcnences and. the ftudy of na-.
ture at the’ Lrotpman fchool difperfed abroad,
and taught the do&rines of their preceptor. in all'

+the countries through which they travelled.

Page 143 Dothe magonnes difcouer here artes.

- unto odhers ] Mafons, in all ages, have ftudied.

the general good of mankind. Every ufeful art,
which is neceffary for the fupport of authority.
and good government, or which can tend to
promote fcience, they have cheerfully communi-
cated to mankind. Points of no public utility,
as their peculiar tenets, myftic forms, and folemn
rites, they have carefully concealed. By thefe
means mafons have been diftinguifhed in various -
cpuntries, and the privileges of heir Order kept
facred and inviolable. '

Page 144 Whatte artes haueth the maconnes
techedde mankynde ? ] The arts which the ma-
fons have publicly taught, are here fpécified. It
appears to have furprifed the learned annotator,
that religion {hould be ranked among the arts

propa-
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propagated by the fraternity. Mafotts; in comnf-
pliarice with-the-tenor of their profeflion; have -
always paid- due:obedierice to the mbral-law, and
inculcated. its- precepts- with-powerful-energy on
all their followers. The doctrine of one God, the
creator and preferver of the univerfe,. has been:
their firm- belief.in.every age; and under the
influence Of that- doQrine,. their condu& has.
been regulated through a long fucceflion of yearss
The progrefs of knowledge and philofophy,
aided by.divine revelation, havingabolithed many
of the vain fuperftitions of antiquity; and' en«
lightened the minds of men 'with the knowledge
of the. true-God,-and- the facred- tenets. of the:
chriftian faith, mafons have readily acquiefced iny
and zealoufly'purfued every meafure which.could
promote a religion fo wifely calculated to'make
men happy. In thefe countries, however, where
the gofpel has:not reached, and Chriftianity dif-
played her beauties, the mafons have purfued the
univerfal religion, - of the religion of nature;
thatis,-to be-good - men and -true, -by: whatever
denomination or perfuafion they have beendiftin-
guithed ; and by this univerfal religion the'con-
duét of the fraternity: ftill continues to be regu-
lated. A -cheerful compliance with: the efta=
Hé6 blithed
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-blifhed religion of the country in which we live,
fo far as it correfponds with, and is agreeable to
-the tenets of Mafonry, is earneftly recommended
in all our affemblies ; and this univerfal con-
formity, notwithftanding private fentiment and
opinion, anfwers the laudable purpofe of conci-
liating true friendfhip among men of every per-
fuafion, and has proved the cement of general
union. - S

Page 144. Howe commethe _magonnes more '

teachcrs than odher menne?] The anfwer im-
plies, that mafons, havmg, from the nature and
government of their affociations, greater oppor-
tunities than other men of improving their
talents, are, in general, underftood to be better
qualified to inftruét others, :

Mr. Locke’s obfervation on mafons having
the art of finding new arts, is very judicious, and
his explanation feems to be juft. The fraternity
have always made the ftudy of the arts a principal
part of their private amufement ; in their affem-
blies nice and difficult theories have been can-
vafled and explained ; new difcoveries produced,

~ and thofe already known' illuftrated, The dif- -

ferent claffes eftablifhed, the gradual progreffion
: ' of

P
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‘of knowledge communicated, and the regularity

obferved throughout the whole fyftem of their
gove;'nment',are evident proofs that thofe who are
initiated into the myfteries of the mafoni¢ Art
may difcover new arts ; and this knowledge they
acquire by inftru&ion from, and familiar inter-
courfe with, men of genius and ability, on al-
moft every 1mportant branch of fcience.

- Page 145. What dothe the magonnes concele
and hyde ?] The anfwer imports the art of find-
ing new arts, for their profit and praife; and
then particularizes the different arts they care-
fully congeal. "Mr. Locke’s remark, That this
fhews too-much regard for their own fociety,.
and too little for the reft of mankind, is rather
fevere, when he has before admitted -the pro-
priety of concealing from the world what is “of
no real public utility, left, being converted to

* bad ufes, the confequences might be prejudicial

to fociety. By the word praife,’ is here meant
that honour and refpect to which mafons are en-
titled as the friends of fcience and learning; and
which is abfolutely neceflary to give a fanétion
to the wife do&rines they propagate. Their
ﬁdelxty gives them a claim to efteem ; and the

: re&itude



1258 ILLUSERATIONS

re@titude of their manners will-always.demand
veneration.

Of all:the asts which- the mafon& profefs, -the .

art of fecrecy’ particularly. diffinguithes- thent.
Taciturnity. is a proof of. wifdom,, and isallowed
to be of the utmoft importance in. the: different
tranfa&ions of lifé. The beft.writers: have de-

elared it to be an art of ineftimable value ;.and.
that it is agreeable to the Deity. himfelf may be-
eafily. conceived, from . the glorious. example

which he gives,. in. concealing; from mankind’

the fecrets of. his- providence.. The. wifeft of.

men cannot pry into the arcana of heaven. ;.nor
can they: divine. to-aday what to-morrow may
bring forth.

. Many inftances may be adduc;cl from. hsﬁory
to fhew - the hlgh veneration that was paid to the

art of. fecrecy by the antients. Pliny:informs -

us, that Anaxarchus being imprifomed. with.a
view to extort from him fome fecrets with which.
be had been intrufted, and dreading that.exquifite.
torture might induce him to betray his truft
bit his tongue in the middle, and threw it in the

face of Nicocreon, the tyrant. of Cyprus.—No .

torments could make the fervants of Plancus
betray the. fecrets -of their mafter ; with-fortitude:
they

e~ —— e -
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~ they encountered every. pain, and firenuaufly fap-
ported. their fidglity, amidft; the meft feyere tor-
tures, till death put.aperiod tontheir-fufferings .
The Athenians bowed to a flatue of brafs,
which was reprefented without a tongue to de-
note fecrecy.—The Egyptians: wdr{hi pped Har-
pocrates, the god of filence, who was.always re-.
prefented holding his:finger at'hismeuth.— The
Romans had their goddefs of filence, named;
Angerona, to. whom. they. affered: warfhip,~—
Lycurgus, the celebrated lawgiver; as- well as-
Pythagoras, the great fcholar, particulady, re-
commended this virtue : efpecially. the laft, who;,
as we have before obferved; kept- his difciples
filent d_uriﬁg five years, that they might learn the.
" valuable fecrets hehadtacommunicateuntothem. _
This evinces that he deemed fecrecy the rareft,
as well as the nobleft art*.

Mr.

# The following ftory is rclated by a Raman hiftorian (Aulas -
Gellius); which, as it may be equally pleafing-and mﬁm&xve, we
fhall infert at full Jength.

The fenators of Rome had ordained, that, during their conful-
tations in the fenate-houfe, each fenator fhould be pexmitted.to
Wring his fon with him, who was to derart, if occafion required ;
byt this favour was not general, being reftrited only to the fons of
soblemen; who in thofe days were tutored.from their iafancy in
the virtug of fecrecy, and thereby qualified ‘in their r'per years,

to
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‘Mr. Locke has made feveral judicious obfer-
vations on the anfwer whichis given to the
queftion here propofed. His being in the dark

con-

todifcharge the moﬁ lmportant oﬁcel of government with fidelity
and wifdom, About this time it happened, that the fenators met
on a very important cafe, and the affair requiring‘mature deli-
beration, they were detained longer than ufual in the fenate-houfe,
and the conclufion of their determinations adjourned to the fol=
Jowing day; each member engaging, in the mean time, to keep
fecret the tranfa&iens of the meeting: Anrong other noblemen’s:
fons, who attended on the occafion; was the fon of . the grave:
Papyrus; a famxly of great renown and fplendor. This youth
was no lefs remarkable for the extent of his genius, than for the
prudence of bis deportment. + On his return home, his mother,
anxious to know what important cafe had been debated in the.
. fenate that day, which had detained the fenators fo long beyond
the ufual hour, intreated him to relate the patticulars. The
noble and virtuous youtlr told her, it was a bufinefs not in his
power to reveal, he being folemnly enjoined to filence. On’
* hearing this, her importunities were more earneft, and her in-
quiries more minute., Intelligence fhe muft have; all evafions
were in vain, By fair fpeeches and intreaties, with liberal pro~
mifes, the endeavoured to break open this little cafket of fecrecy ;
but thefe means proving ineffe@ual, fhe adopted rigorous mea-
fures, and had recourfe to firipes and violent threats; being de-
termined that force fhould extort, what lenity could not effeé&.
‘The youth finding his motber’s threats to be very harfh, but her
fixives more fevere; comparing his love to her as his mother,
with the duty he owed to his father ; the one mighty, but the other$
impulfive; lays her and her fond conceit in one fcale; his father; ¢
his own honour, and the folemn injunétions to vfecrccy in the
other feale; and finding the latter greatly preponderate, with a-
noble
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concerning the meaning of the faculty of Abrac,
Tam no ways furprifgd at, nor can I conceive
how he could otherwife be. ABRAC is an abre-

viation

poble and heroic fpirit preferved his honour, at the rifk of
his mothes’s difpleafure; and thus endeavoured to relieve  her
anxiety: . '

¢ Madam, you may well blame the fenate for their long fitting,
¢ at leaft for prefuming to.call in queftion a cafe fo truly imper-
¢ tinent ; except the wives of the fenators are allowed to confalt

"¢ on it, there can be no hope of 2 conclufion, I fpeak this only

¢ ftom my own opinion ; I know their gravity will eafily confound
-¢ my juvenile apprehenfions ; yet, whether nature or duty in-
£ ftruéts me to do fo, I cannot tell, It feems neceffary to them, -
-¢ for the increafe of people, and the public good, that every fenator
¢ fhould be allowed two wives; or otherwife their wives two
¢ hufbands, I fhall hardly incline to call, under one roof, twa
¢ men bythe name of father ; Thad rather with cheerfulnefs falute
“ two womon by the name of mother. This is the queftio
¢ Madam, and to-morrow it is to be determined.’ : o
His mother hearing this, and he feeming unwilling to reveal it,
he took it for an infallible truth, Her blood was quickly fired,
‘and rage enfued, Without enquiring any further into the merits
of the cafe, fhe immediately difpatched ‘meflengers to all the
other ladies and matrons of Rome, to a¢quaint them of the
weighty affair now under deliberation in the fenate, in which
the peace and welfare of their whole lives were fo nearly con-
cetned.  The melancholy news foon fpread a general alarm ; and
a thoufand conjetures were formed, The ladies, being refolved
o give their affiftance in the decifion of this weighty point, im
mediately affembled.  Headed by young !'apyrus’s mother, on
the next morning, tiiey proceeded to the fenate-hoefe, Though
it is remarked that a parliament of women are feldom governed

- by
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viation of the word ABRACADABRA. In the

days of ignorance and fuperftition, that word
had

by one fpeaker, yet the affair being urgent, the hafte pertinent,
and the cafe (on their behalf) of the ubmoft confequence, the re~
vealing woman muft {peak for all the ref. It was agreed, that
the fhould infift on the neceflity of the concurrence of the fenators”
wives to the determination of alaw.in which they were fo partie
cularly interefted. When they came to the door of the fenate-
houfe, fuch a noife was made, for admiffion to fit with their huf-
bands in this grand confultation, that all Rome feemed to be i
an uproar, Their bufinefs, however, muft be knowa, before
they could gain am audience. This being complied with, and
their admiffion granted, fuch an elaborate oration was made by the
female fpeaker on the occafion, in behalf of her fex, as aftonithed
the whole fenators, She requefted that the matter might not be.
hattily determined, but be ferioufly canvaffed aceording to juftice
and equity; and exprefled the determined refclutions of Kerfelf
and her fifters, to oppofe a meafurs fo unconftitutional as that of -
permitting one hufband to have two wives, whe could fcarcely
pleafe one.  She: propofed,. in the name of her fifbers, asthe mok
effeCtual way of peopling the ftate, that if any alteration were to be
made in the eflablithed cuftom of Roms, women might be pef-
mitted to have two bhufbands. The fonatory being informed of
Papyrus’s. fchame to preferve his reputationy arid the riddle being
puthicly fulved, the ladiss were greatly confounded, and: departed
with bluthing cheeles, while. the noble youth, who had thus
proved himfelf worthy of his truft, was bighly commendsd for
his fidelity, To avoid a like tumult in futute, it- was refolved,
that the cultem of intrcducing the fons of fenators fhould:be-abor
lifhed. Papyrus, however, on account of his attachment. to his
word, and his difcrect policy, was excepted fram- this reftriCtion,
and ever afrerwards ficely admitted into the fenate-beufe, where
many hanours were confurred. upon him, )
The

—— e el -
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had -a magical fignification ; but the exphnatmn |
of it is now loft*.

Qur celebrated annotator has. taken no noticc
of the mafons having the art of wokag mira-
cles,

The virtue and fidelity of Papyms are indeed worthy of imita-
tiong byt the mafons have ill a more glorious exampl in their
own body, of a brother, accomplifhed in exery ary, who, rather
than forfeit his honour, or betray his truft, fell afacnﬁcc to t.he
eruel hand ef-a barbarous affaffin,

* M. Hutchinfon, in his ipgenious tremife entitled' Tde Spirn
o Mnﬁm:, gives the following explanation of the word Asrac,
which, as it is new and curious, I fhall here infert in that gen-
tleman’s own words,

““ ABRAC, Or ABRACAR, Was aname which Baﬁhdcs; arelin
s¢ gious of the fecond century, gavata God, wha, hefaid, was the
- ¢ author of three hundzed and fixty-five. .

: ¢ The author of this fuperfition is fad %o have lived i in tbe
# time of Adnau, and that it had its game after ARRASAN oF
# Apraxas, the denomination which Bafilides gave to. the
¢« Deity. He called him the Supreme.God, apd afqnbgd te kim
¢ feven fubordinate powers or angels, who prefided oxer the heay
«vens: and alfo, according to the number of the days in the
¢¢ year, helﬂ that three hundred and fixty-five virtues, gowers, oF
¢¢ intelligences, exifted as the emanations of Gad; the value, or
«¢ numerical diftin€ion of th letters in the word, accordipg te
« the antient Greek numerals, mada 365..

A BP AX AL

I 2 100 1 6Q 1 20Q -

¢ Among& antiquaries. ABraxAs is.an antique gem ar ftons
¢ with the word AsraxAs engraved.on it.. There ara a great
“ many kinds of them, of various figures.and. fizes, mofily. as old
% a8 the third centary. Perfons profefling the religioys.princi=

« ples
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cles, and forefaying things to come. Aftrology
was received as one of the arts which merited
their patrdnage ; and the good effeéts refulting
from the ftudy of it; may fully vindicate the
colintenance given by the mafons to this de-
Jufion.

The antient philofophers applied thh un-
wearied diligence to difcover the afpets, mag-
nitude, diftances, motions, and revolutions of
the hcavenly bodies ; and, accordmg to the dif-

s

¢ ples of Bafilides wore this gem with great veneration as an

“ amulet, from whofe virtues, and the proteion of the Deny, ’
¢ to whom it was confecrated, and with whofe name it wasine -

¢ feribed, the wearer derived health, profperity, and fafety.

¢¢ There is depofited in the Britith Mufeum fuch a gem, whlch
“ is a befil ftone of the form of an ezg: The head is in camw,
¢ the reverfe in taglio.
-~ ¢ In church hiftory, ABrAX is noted as a m)ﬁxcal term, ex-
¥ prefling the Supreme God; under whom the Bafilidians fup-
¢ pofed three hundred and fixty-five dependent deities: it was
¢ the principle of the -gnoftic hierarchy, whence fprang their
 multitudes of thzons. From ABRAxas procecded their
“ PRIMOGENIAL MIND ; from the primogenial mind, the Lo-
# Gos,or word; from the Logos, the Puron 2£s1s, or prudence j
¢ from the Phronafis, Sorr1a’and DyNamMis, or wifdom and
¢ ftrength ; from thefe two proceeded" PRINCIPALITIES,
¥ Powerrs,and ANGELS; and from thefé, other angels, to the
 number of three hundred and fixty-five, who were fuppofed to
4 have the government of fo many ceie(hal orbs commntted to
# their care,” .

coveries
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coveries they made, pretended to foretel] future
events, and to determine concerning the fecrets
of Providence: Hence this ftudy grew, in a
courfe of time, to be a regular fcience, and was
admitted among the other arts pradtifed by
mafons. .

Aftrology, it muft be owned, however vain
and delufive in itfelf, has proved extremely ufe-
ful to mankind, by promoting the excellent
fcience of aftronomy.  The vain hopes of read-
ing the fates of ‘men, and the fuccefs of their
defigns, has been one of the ftrongeft motives to -
induce them, in all countries, to an attentive
obfervation of the celeftial bodies ; whence they
have been taught to meafure time, to mark the
duration of feafons, and to regulatc the operations
of agriculture,

The fcience of aftrology, which is nothmg
more than the ftudy of nature, and the know-
ledge of the fecret virtues of the heavens, is
founded on feripture, and confirmed by reafon
and experience. Mofes tells us, that the fun,
moon, and ftars, were placed in the firmament,
to be for figns as well as for feafons. We find
the Deity thus addrefling Job, ¢¢ Canft thou
4 bmd the fweet influences qf the Pleiades, or loofe

¢¢ the
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< the bonds of Orion?” We are inftracted in
the Book of Fudges, that ¢ they fought from
« Heaven; the flars in their courfes fought
« againft Sifera.” The antiert philofophers
were unanimots in the fame dpinion ; - as well as.
Lord Bacon among the moderns. Milton thus
expreffes himfclf on the fubje&:

Of planetary motions and a/peés

In fextile, fguare, and trine, and oppofite,

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join

In fynod unbenign, and taught the fixed
Their influence malignant when to fower, &c.

It is well known that inferior animals, and
even birds and reptiles, have a foreknowledge of
futurity. And canwe think thrat Matare has with-
held from man thofe favours which fhe has fo
liberally beftowed on the raven, the cat, and the
fow? No, the aches in your limbs, and the
fhootings of your corns, before a tempeft or a
fhower, will evince the contrary. Man, who
is a microcolm, or world in miniature, unites in
himlf all thofe powers and qualities which are
fcattered throughout nature, difcerns fronr cer-
tain figns the future contingencies of his being ;
and, finding his way through the pulpable obfeure

e :—lﬂn{
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to the vifible diurnal and nofturnal [phere, marks
the prefages and prediQions of his happinefs or
wifery. ‘The myfterious and recondite dotrine
of fympathies in Nature, is admirably illuftrated
from the fympathy between the moon and the
fea, by which the waters of the ocean are, in a
certain though inconceivable manner, drawn
after that luminary, 1In thefe celeftial and ter-
refirial {ympathies, there can be no.doubt but
that the vegetative foul of the world transfers a
fpecific virtue from the heavens to the elements,
to animals, and to man. If the moon alone
rule the world of waters, what: effe@s muft the
combination of folar, ftellar, and lunar influences
operate upon the land? It is univerfally con-
fefled that aftrology is the mother of aftronomy,
and though the daughter hath rebelled againft
the mother, it has been long prediGed and ex-
pected, that the venerable authority of the pa-
rent will prevail in the end,

Page 147. Wylle he teche me thay fame artes? ]
By the anfwer to this queftion, we learn the ne-
teflary qualifications which are réquired in a
candidate for mafonry—a good character, and an
able capacity. -

: Page
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Page 147. Dotne aii magonnes kunne more
then odher menne ?] The anfwer only implies,
that though mafons have a better opportunity
than the reft of mankind, of improving in ufe-
ful knowledge; a want of capaciti' in fome,
and of application in others, obftruéls their
progrefs.

Page 147. Are magonnes gudder menne then_ -
odhers ?] Mafons are not underftood to be more’
wvirtuous in their lives and aéions, than other
men may be; but it is an undoubted fa&, that
a ftri&k conformity to the rules of the profeffion
of Mafonry, may make them better men than
they otherwife would be.

Page 147. Dothe magonnes love eidher odher
myzhtylye as beeth fayde 7] The anfwer to this
quettion is truly great,and is judicioufly remarked
upon by the Iearned annotator.

By the anfwers to the three laft queftions, the
objections of cavillers againft Mafonry are re-
futed; its excellency is difplayed ; and every cen-
furc pafled uponit, on accountof the tranfgteflions
of its profeffors, entirely removed. No bad man,

: whofe
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whofe charaQer is known, can be- enrolled- in
our records ; but thould he impofe upon us, and
we are unwarily led to receive him, our endea-
vours are exerted to reform him : and, by being
a mafon, it is probable he may become a better

- fubje@ to his fovereign, and a more valuable

member to the ftate,

Upon the whole, Mr. Locke’s obfervations on
this curious‘manufcript well deferve a ferious and
careful examination ; and there remains little
doubt, that the favourable opinion this philofo-
pher conceived of the fociety of mafons before
his admiflion, was fuﬂicxently confirmed after his
initiation,

A
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THE HISTORY OF MASONRY IN ENGLAND.

SECT. L

Mafonry early introduced into England.— Account of
the Druids.—Progres of Mafonry in England
under the Romans.—Mafons bighly favoured by
St. Alban. -

THE hiftory of Britain, previous to the inva-
fion of the Romans, is fo mixed with fable,

as not to afford any fatisfatory account, either
of the original inhabitants of the ifland, or of
the arts practifed by them. It appears, how-
ever, from the writings of the beft hiftorians,
that they were not deftitute of genius or tafte.
There are yet in being the remains of fome
ftupendous works, executed by them much earlier
than
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than the time of the Romans ; and thefe veftiges
of antiquity, though defaced by the cruel hand
~ of time, difplay no fmall fhare of ingenuity in
their invention, and are convincing proofs that
the fcience of Mafonry was not unknown in
thofe rude ages.

The Druids, it is faid, retained many ufages
among them fimilar to thofe of mafons; but of
what they chiefly confifted, at this diftance of
time we cannot with certainty difcover. Thefe
philofophers held their affemblies in woods and
groves, and obferved the moft impenctrable fe-
crecy in explaining their principles and opinions,
which being known only to themfelves, muft
- have perifhed with them.

The Druids were the priefts of the Britons,
Gauls, and other Celtic nations. They were
divided into three clafles: the bards, who were
poets and muficians, formed the firft clafs ; the
~ vates, who were priefts and phyfiologifts, com-
pofed the fecond clafs ; and the third clafs con-
fifted of the Druids, who added moral phxlofophy
to the ﬁudy of phyfiology. -

‘It is fuggefted that the Druids de.nved their
fyftem of government from Pythagoras. Study
and fpeculation were the favourite purfuits of

I2 thefe

e
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thefe philofophers. In their private retreats they
entered into a difquifition of the origin, laws,
and properties of matter, the form and magni-
tude of the univerfe, and even the moft fublime
and hidden fecrets of nature. On thefe fub-
jeéts they formed a variety of hypothefes, which
they delivered to their difciples in verfe, that
they might more eafily retain them in memory,
being bound by oath not to write them.

In this manner the Druids communicated
their particular tenets, and under the veil of
myftery concealed every branch of ufeful know-
Jedge. This fecured to their order. univerfal
admiration and refpe&, while their religious in-
ftruétions were every where received with reve-
rence and fubmiffion. © To them was committed
the education of youth, and from their femina-
ries iflued many valuable produtions.. They
determined all caufes, ecclefiaftical and civil;

they taught philefophy, aftrology, politics,

rites, and ceremonies ; and in their fongs recom-
mended the heroic deeds of great men to the
* imitation of pofterity, '
It would.be contrary to' the intention of this
treatife to enlargé on: the ufages that prevailed
among thofe antient philofophers; on thefe-we
’ ' can
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can offer at beft but probable conjeQures; it
will therefore be more prudent to abbreviate our

obfervations on this head, and leaving the ex-.

perienced mafon to make his own refle&tions.

on their affinity to the mafonic rites, proceed to.
relate occurrences of more importance, and better -
authenticated. :

. Upon the arrival of . the Romans in Britain,
arts and fciences began to flourith.  As civiliza~

tion increafed, Mafonry rofe into efteem, and

was encouraged by Czfar, and feveral of the

Roman generals who fucceeded him in the go-
vernment of this ifland. At this period the fra-

ternity were employed in ereéting walls, forts,
bridges, cities, temples, palaces, courts of juftice,

and other ftately works. Hiftory is filent con-

cerning their lodges or conventions, and tradi-

tion affords but an imperfe&t account of the

ufages and cuftoms which prevailed in their

aflemblies. - .

‘The wars which broke out between the con-
querors and the conquered, obftru&ted for fome
time the progrefs of Mafonry in Britain, where
it continued in a low ftate till the arrival of the
Emperor Caraufius, when it revived under his

ufpxccs Thls general havmg thaken off the
N % Roman
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Roman yoke, contrived every means to render his
perfon and government acceptable to the people.
He poffefled real merit, encouraged learning and”
Jearned men, improved the country in the civil
arts, and being refolved to eftablifh an empire in
Britain, colle&ted the beft workmen and artificers
from all parts, who under his fway enjoyed peace
and tranquillity. The mafons he held in great
veneration, and appointed Albanus, his fteward,
principal fuperintendant over their affemblies.
Under this patron lodges, or conventions of
the fraternity, were formed, and the bu- i
finefs of Mafonry began to be regularly con-
du&ted. Through the influence of Albanus, the
mafons obtained a charter from Caraufius, to
hold a general council, at which we learn this
worthy knight prefided in perfon as Grand Maf-
ter, and affifted at the reception of many perfons
into Mafonry.. To this council, the name of
Aflembly was afterwards given®. Albanus was {
born at Verulam (now St. Albans, in Hertford- !
e thire),

® An old MS, which was deftroyed with many others in 1720,
faid to have been in the poffeflion of Nicholas Stone, a curious
feulptor under Inigo Janes, contains the following particulars:

¢ St. Alban loved mafons well, and cherithed them much, and
¢ made their pay right good; for be gave them ijs. pes vo;e:;;

.
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fhire), of a noble family. In his youth he tra-
velled to Rome, where he ferved feven years un-
der the Emperor Diocletiap. On his return home,
by the example and perfuafion of Amphibalus of
Caer-leon (now Chefter), who had accompanicd
him in his travels, he was converted to the Chrif-
tian faith, and in the tenth and laft perfecution

of the Chriftians was beheaded, A.D. 303.
St. Alban was the firft who fuffered -martyr~
dom for the Chriftian religion in Britain, of
which the venerable Bede gives the following
account, ‘The Roman governor having been
informed that St. Alban harboured a Chriftian in
his houfe, fent a party of foldiers to apprehend
Amphibalus. 8t. Alban immediateiy put on the
habit of his gueft #, and prefented himfelf to the
‘ officers.

¢ and iijd. to their cheert ; whereas, before that time, in all the
¢ Jand, a mafon had but a peany a day, and his meat, until St. Al.
¢ ban mended itt, And he gott them a charter from the King
¢ and his counfell for to hold a general counfell, and gave itt to -
¢ name Aflemblie. Thereat he was himfelfe, and did helpe to
¢ make mafons, and gave them good charges.’
® The garment which Alban wore upon this occafion was
called a Caracalla; it was a kind of cloak with a cowl], refem-
: ] bling
4 A MS, written in the reign of James II. before cited in -
this volume, contains an account of this circumftance, and in-
creafes the weekly pay to 33, 6d, and 34, a day for the bearers of
burdens, ) .
I4
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officers. He was carried before a magiftrate,
where he behaved with fuch a man]y freedom,
and fo powerfully fupported the caufe of his
friend, as not only to incur the difpleafure of
the judge, but to bring upon himfelf the punith-
ment above fpecified.

- The old conftitutions affirm, that St. Alban
was employed by Caraufius to environ the city of '
Verulam with a wall, and to build him a fine
palace ;. and that the Emperor,-as a reward for
his diligence in executing thofe works, appointed
him fteward of his houfehold, and chief ruler of
the realm. However this may be, there is great
reafon to believe, from the corroborating tefti-
mgnies of antient hiftorians, that this knight
was a celebrated architect, and a great encourager
of good workmen; it.cannot therefore be fup-
pofed that Free-mafonry fhould be neglected un-
der fo eminent a patron.

l;ling the veftment of the Jewifh priefts, Walfingham relates,
that it was preferved in a large cheft in the church of Ely, which
was opened in the reign of Edward II. A.D. 1314; and Thomas
Rudburn, another writer of equal authority, confirms this rela-
tion, and adds, That there was found with his garment an old
Writing in thefe words: ¢ This is the Caracalla of St. Amphi-
¢ balus, the monk and preceptor of St.Alban; in which that
¢ proto-martyr of England fuffered death, under the cruel perfe-
¢ cution of Diocletian againft the Chriftians,

SECT.
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( SECT. IL
Hiftory of Mafonry in England under St. Aufiling

King Alfred, and Athelflane ; and alfo under the
Knights Templars.

FTER the departure of the Romans from
Britain, Mafonry made but a flow progrefs,
and in a little time was almoft totally neglected.
The irruptions of the Picts and Scots obliged
the fouthern’ inhabitants of the ifland to folicit
the affiftance of the Saxons, to repel ‘thefe in-
vaders. As the Saxons increafed, the native
Britons funk into obfcurity, and ere long yielded
the fuperiority to . their* prote&tors, acknow-
ledging their fovereignty and jurifdition. Thefe
rough and ignorant heathens, defpifing every
thing but war, foon put a finithing ftroke to all
the remains of antient learning which had efcaped
the fury of the Pi&ts and Scots.. They continued
their depredations with- unreftrained rigour, till '
the arrival of fome pious teachers from Wales '
and Scotland, when many of thefe favages were
reconciled to Chriftianity, and. the doétrines of -
that religion gained ground among them. = As
Chnihamty fpread, Mafonry rofe into reputc,
15’ SRt
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and lodges were again formed®; but thefe lodges
being under the direCtion of foreigners, were
feldom convened, and never attained to anj de-
gree of confideration or importance.

Mafonry continued in this fituation till the
year 557, when Auftin, with forty more monks
~ among whom the {ciences had been preferved,

came into England. Auftin was commiffioned

by Pope Gregory to baptize Ethelbert King of
Kent, who appointed him the firft archbithop of
Canterbury. This monk and his affociates pro-
pagated the principles of Chriftianity among the
inhabitants of Britain, and by their influence, in
little more than fixty years, all the kings of the
heptarchy were converted. . Mafonry flourithed
under the patronage of Auftin, and many fo-
reigners came at this time into England, who
introduced the Gothic ftyle of building. Auftin
feems to have been a zealous encourager of the
art of architeQure, for he appeared at the head of

the fraternity in founding the old cathedral of -

Canterbury in 600, and thecathedral of Rochefter

in 602; St.Paul’s, London, in 604 ; St. Peter’s, .

Weftminfter, in 605; and many others4. Seve-
. ' xal

® See the Book of Conftitutions,
1 Sece the Mepafticon Anghicanum.
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tal palaces and caftles were built under his au~
fpices, as well as other fortifications on the borders
of the kingdom, by which means the number of
" mafons in England were confiderably increafed.
A few expert brethren arrived from France
_in 680, and formed themfelves into a lodge, un= -
der the direGion of Bennet, abbot of Wirral,
who was foon after appointed by Kenred, king
of Mercia, infpe@or of the Lodges, and general
fuperintendant of the Mafons. -

During the heptarchy Mafonry continued in
alow ftate ; but in the year 856 it revived under
the patronage of St.Swithin, who was employed
by Ethelwolph, the Saxon king, to repair fome
pious houfes ; and from that time it gradually
improved till the reign of Alfred, A.D. 872,
when in the perfon of that prince it found a
zealous prote&or.

Mafonry bas, for the moft part, kept pace
with the progrefs of leasning; and the patrons .
and encouragers of the latter; bave gemerally
been moft remarkable for cultivating and pro-
moting the former. No prince ever ftudicd
more to polifh and improve the undésflandings
of his fubje&s than Alfred, and no one could
therefore prove a better friend to Mafonsy.

16 By
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By his indefatigable affiduity in the purfuit of
knowledge, he induced his people to imitate his
example, and thereby reformed their diffolute l
and barbarous manners. Mr. Hume, in his
Hiftory of Great Britain, relates the following
particulars of this celebrated prince :
Alfred ufually divided his time into three’
equal portions : one was employed in fleep, and
the refeion of his body by diet and exercife;
another in the difpatch of bufinefs ; and a third
ia ftudy and devotion. That he might more
. exally meafure the hours, he made ufe of burn- 2
~ing tapers of equal lengths, which he fixed in
lanthorns ; an expedient fuited to that rude age,
when the geometry of dialing, and the mechanifm
of clocks and watches, were totally unknown.
By this regular diftribution of his time, though
he often laboured under great bodily infirmities, i
this martial hero, who fought in perfon fifty- |
fix battles by fea and land, was able, during a A
life of no extraordinary length, to acquire more i
knowledge, and even te compofle more books, (

than moft ftudious men, bleft with greater lei~

fure and application, have, in more fortunate
ages, made the obje& of their umnterrupted '
induftry. 9
) . As i
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As this prince was not negligent in encous
raging the mechanical arts, Mafonry claimed a
great part of his attention. He invited from all
quarters induftrious foreigners to repeople his

- country, which had been made defolate by the

ravages of the Danes. He introduced and en-

" couraged manufatures of all kinds among them ;

no inventor or improver of any ingenious art did
he fuffer to go unrewarded ; and he appropriated
a feventh part of his revenue for maintaining a
number of workmen, whom he conftantly em-
ployed in rebuilding his ruined cities, cittles,
palaces, and monafteries. The univerfity of
Oxford was founded by him. C
On the death of Alfred in gco, Edward fuc-
ceeded to the throne, during whofe reign the
mafons continued to hold their lodges, under
the fanction of Ethred, his fifter’s hufband, and
Ethelward, his brother, to whom the care of the
fraternity was intrufted. Ethelward was a prince
of great learning, and an able archite&; he
founded the univerfity of Cambridge.
- Edward died in 924, and ‘was fucceeded by
Athelftane his fon, who appointed his brother
Edwin patron of the mafens. This prince
procured a charter from Athelftane, empowering
them
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them to meet annually in communication at
York. In this city the firft Grand Lodge of
England was formed in 926, at which Edwin pre-
fided as Grand Mafter. Here many old writings
were produced in Greek, Latin, and other lan-
guages, from which the conftitutions ‘of the
Englith lodges are originally derived*.

' Athelftane

® A record of the fociety, written in the reign of Edward IV.
faid to have been in the pofleffion of the famous Elias Afhmole,
founder of the Mufeum at Oxford, and unfortunately deftroyed,
+ with other papers on the fubject of Mafonry, at the Revolution,
gives the following account of the ftate of Mafonry at this
period:

¢ That though the antient records of the 'Brothcrhood in
¢ England were many of them deftroyed or loft in the wars of the
¢ Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelftane (the grandfon of King
* Alfrede the Great, a mighty architect), the firft anointed king
¢ of England, and who tranflated the Holy Bible into the Saxon
¢ tongue (A.D. 930), when he had brought the land into reft
® and peace, bwilt many great works, and encouraged many
¢ mafons from France, who were appointed overfeers thereof,
¢ and brought with them the charges and regulations of the
¢ Jedges, prefesved fince the Roman times; whe alfo prevailed
¢ with the King te improve the coaftitution of the Englith
¢ Jodges according to the foseign model, and to increafe the wages
¢ of working mafons.

¢ That the faid King’s brethes, Prince Edwin, being taught .

¢ Mafonry, and taking upon bim the charges of a imafter-mafon, for
¢ the love he had tothe fid Craft, and the honaurable principles
¢ whereon it is grounded, purchafed a free charter of King Athel-
¢ fane, fos the malons having a comre&ion among themflves (as

¢t
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Athelftane kept his court for fome time at
York, where he received feveral embaflies from
foreign princes, with rich prefents of various
kinds., He was loved, honoured, and admired

by

¢ it was antiently exprefled), or a freedom and power to regulate
¢ themfclves, to amend what might happen amifs, and to hold s -
¢ yearly communication and general affembly,

¢ That accordingly Prince Edwin fummoned all the mafons in
¢ the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who came
¢ and compofed a general lodge, of which he was Grand Mafter; '
¢ and having brought with them all the writings and records exe
¢ tant, fome in Greek, fome in Latin, fome in French, and other -
¢ languages, from the contents thereof that affembly did frame
¢ the conftitution and charges of an Englifh lodge, made a law to-
¢ preferve and obferve the fame in all time coming, and ordained
¢ good pay for working mafons, &c.’

From this ra we date the re-eftablifhment of free-mafonry in
England, There is at prefent a Grand Lodge of mafons in the
¢city of York, who trace their exiftence from this period. By
wirtue of Edwin’s charter, it is faid, all the mafoas in the realm
were convened at a general affembly in that city, where they
accordingly met and eftablithed a general or grand Lodge for their
fature government. Under the patropage and jurifdition of
this Grand Ledge, it is alleged, the fraternity confiderably in-
creafed, and kings, princes, and other eminent perfons, who had
been initiated into Mafonry, paid due allegiance to that Grand
Aflembly, But as the events of the times were various and
flwQuating, that Affembly was more or lefs refpe@able; and in
proportion as Mafoory obtained encowragement, its influence was
snore or lefs extenfive. The appellation of Antient York Mafons is
well known in Ireland and Scotland ; and the univerfal tradition
3s, that the Brethren of that appellation originated at Auldby -

g sear
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by all the princes of Europe, who foaght his
friendfhip and courted his alliance. He was a
mild fovereign, dkind brother, and a trug friend.
The only blemifh that hiftorians -find in the

whole

near York, This carries with it fome marks of confirmation ;
for Auldby was the feat of Edwin.

There is every reafon to believe that York was deemed the
original feat of mafonic government; no other place has pre-
tended to claim it, and the whole fraternity have, at various
times, univerfally acknowledged allegiance to the authority
eftablithed there; but whether the prefent affociation in thas
city is entitled to that allegiance, is a fubjeét of enquiry which
it is not my province to inveftigate. To thai affembly recourfe
muft be had for information. Thus much however is certain,
that if a General Affembly or Grand Lodge was held there (of

_ which there is little doubt if we can rely on our records and
canftitutions, as it is faid to have exifted there in Queen Eliza-
beth’s time), there is no evidence of its regular removal, by the ,
confent of its bers, to any other place in the kingdom; and ,
upon that ground, the Brethren at York may probably ¢laim
with juftice the privilege of affaciating in that charaéter. A pum-
ber of refpe&table meetings of the fraternity appear to have been.
convened at fundry times in different parts of England, but we .
cannot find an inftance on record till a very late period, of any
general meeting (fo called) bemg held in any other place beﬁdg
York.

To underftand tlns matwr more clcatly, it may be ncceﬂ'ary to
advert to the originalinftitution of that Affembly called 2 General .
or Grazd Lodge. It was not refiiéted then, as it is now uader~
ftood to be, to the Mafters and Wardens of private Lodges with
the Grand Mafter and his Wardens at their head ; it confifted of
as many of the fraternity ap large as being within a convenient

diftance |
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whole reign of Athelftane, is the fuppofed mur-
der of his brother Edwin. This youth -was
diftinguithed for his virtues, and having died
two years before his brother, a falfe report was

- fpread

diftance could attend, once or twice in a year, under the aufpices
of one general head, ele€ted and inftalled at one of thefe meet-
ings, and who, for the time being, received homage as the fdle’
governor of the whole Body, The idea of confining the prm-
leges of Mafonry, by a warrant of conﬁnutxon, to certain indivi-
duals convened on certain days at certain places, had sio exif-
tence. There was but one family among mafons, and every ma-
fon was a branch of that family. 1t is true, the privileges of the
different degrees of the Order always centred in certain pumbers
of the fraternity, who, according to their advaticerzzat in’ me
Art, were authorized by the antient charges to affemble in, hold

and rule Lodges, at their will a5d difcretion, in fuch places as
beft fuited their convenience, and when fo affembled, to receive
pupils and deliver inftrations in Mafonry; but all the tribute
from thefe individuals, feparately and colle@ively, refied ukti-
mately in the General Affembly, to which all the fraternity
might repair, and to whofe award all were bound to pay fub-
miffion. : o ¢
" As the conftitutions of the Englith Lodges are derived from
this General Affembly at York; as all mafons are bound to ob-
ferveand preferve thofe in all time commg ; and as there is no fanf-
faltory proof that fuch Affembly was ever regularly removed by
the refolution of its members, but that on the contrary the fra-
ternity ftill continue (o meet in that city under this appellation,
it may remain a doubt, whetber, while thefe conftitutions exx!
aé the ftandard of mafonic conduét, that Affembly may not Juﬁly

_¢laim the allegiance to which their original authority entitled

them; and whc&hct any other coaveation of mafons, however
great
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fpread of his being wrongfully put to death by
him. But this a&ion is fo improbable in itfelf,
fo inconfiftent with the chara&er of Athelftane,
and indeed fo flenderly attefted, as to be unde-
ferving a place in hiftory®.

The
great their confequence may be, can, confiftent with thofe con-
ftitutions, withdraw their allegiance from that Affembly, or fet
afide an authority to which not only anuquxty, but the concure
rent approbation of mafons for ages, under the moft folemn en-
gagements, have repeatedly given a fanétion.

It is to be regretted that the idea of fuperiority, or a with to
acquire abfolute dominion, thould occafion a conteft among ma-
fons. Were the principles of Mafonry better underftood, and
more generally practifed, thefe would have no influence, and the
intention of the inftitution be more fully anfwered, Every
mafon would confider his brother as his fellow, and he who, by
generous and virtuous a&ions, could beft promote the happinefs
of Socicty, would always be moft likely to rcceive homage and
s

® The excellent writer of the life of King Athelftane 1',

. given fo clear and fo perfeét a view of this event, that the reader
cannot receive greates fatisfaltion than in that author’s owa
words,

¢¢ The bufinefs of Edwin's death is a point the moft obfure in
the ftory of this King, and, to fay the truth, not one even of our
beft hiftorians, bhath written clearly, or with due attention, con-
cerning it. ‘The fact as commonly received is thiss The King,
fufpeQing his younger brother Edwin, of defigning to deprive
him of his crown, caufed him, notwithftanding his proteftations

of

4 Biog, Brit. vol.i. p.63. 1ft edit,
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The a&tivity and princely condu& of Edwin
qualified him, in every refped, to prefide over
fo celebrated a body of men as the mafons.
Under him they were employed in repairing

: and

-of innocency, to be put on board a leaky fhip, with his armour
bearer and page. The young prince, unable to bear the feverity
of the weather, and want of food, défperately drowned himfelf.
Some time after, the King’s cup-bearer, who had been the chief
caufe of this a& of cruelty, happened, as he was ferving the
King at table, to trip with one foot, but recovering himfelf with
the other, ¢ See,’ faid he pleafantly, ¢ how brothers afford each
¢ other help;’ which ftriking the King with the remembrance
of what himfelf had done, in taking off Edwin, who might have
elped him iz his wars, he caufed that bufinefs to be move
thoroughly examined, and finding his brother had been falfely
accufed, caufed his cup-bearer to be put to a cruel death, en-
dured himfelf feven years fharp penance, and built the two
monafteries of Middleton and Mnchelnefs, to atone for this bafe
and bloody falt®."

Dr. Howel, fpeaking of this ftory, treats it as if very indif-
ferently founded, and, on that account, unworthy of credit+.
Simeon of Durbam, and the SaxonChronicle, fay no more, thas
that Edwin was drowned by his brother’s command, in the
year 9333, Brompton places itin the firft, or at fartheft in the
fecond year of his reign ; and he tells us the flory of the retten
thip, and of his punithing the cup-bearer§, William of Malmé&
bury, who is very circumftantial, fays, he only tells us what

he

® Speed's Chron_icle, Book vii. chap. 38.

4 Gen. Hift. P.iv, c.a. fe&. 10.

1 Simeon Dunelm. p. 154. Chron, Saxon. p.111.

§ Chronicon, p. 8:8. : .
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and building many churches and fuperb edifices,
which had been deftroyed by the ravages of the
Danes and other invaders, not only in the city
of York, but at Beverley, and other places.

. On the death of Edwin, Athelftane undertook
in perfon the direction of the lodges, and the art
‘of Mafonry was propagated in peace and fecurity
under his fanétion. o
* When
heheard®; but Matthew the flower-gatherer{+ famps the whole
down as an indubitable truth, Yet thefe difco:dant dates are
not to be accounted for, If he was drowned in the fecond, he
could not be alive in the tenth year of the King; the firft is the
more probable da'e, becaufe about that time there certainly was |
a confpiracy ag2in® King Ailweittane, in order to dethrone bim,
and put out his eyes, yet he did not put the author of itto death
is it likely then, that he fhould order his brother to be thrown
into the fea upon bare fufpicion? But the reader muft remem-
ber, that we cite the fame hiftorians who have told us this ftory,
to prove that Athelftane was unanimoufly acknowledged King,
his brethren being too young to govern; one would think then,
they could not be old enough to confpire. If we take the fecond
date, the whole ftory is deftroyed; the King could not do feven -
years penance, for he did not live fo long; and as for the tale of
the c'up-/bearer, and his ftumbling at the King’s table, the fame
ftory is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered the brother of
Edward the Confeffor, Lattly, nothing is clearer from hiftory,
than that Athelftane was remarkably kind to his brothers and
fifters, for whofe fakes he lived fingle, and therefore one would
think his brother had lefs temptation to confpire againft him,

* De Gett, R. A. lib.ii,
+ Matth, Florileg,
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When' Athelftane died, the' mafons difperfed,
and the Art continued in an .unfettled ftate till
the reign of Edgar in 960, when the fraternity
were again colle&éd by St. Dunftan, under
'whofe aufpices ' they ‘were employed in
rearing fome pious ftruftures; but rmeeting
with little encouragement, - their lodges foon
declined. ‘

After Edgar’s death Mafonry remained ina
low condition upwards of fifty years. In rozx
‘it began to revive under the patronage of Edward
the Confeffor, who fuperintended the execution
of feveral great works. - He rebuilt Weftminfter
Abbey, affifted by Leofrick, earl of Coventry,
whom he appointed to fuperintend the mafons,
The Abbey of Coventry and many other ftruc-
‘tures were finifhed by this accomplithed ar-
‘chite®. - : e

William the Conqueror acquired the crown
of England in 1066 : and he -appointed Gun-
dulph, bifhop of Rochefter, and Roger de Mont--
gomery, earl of Shrewfbuty, joint patrons of the
mafons, who at this time excelled both in-civil
and military architefture. Understheir aufpices
‘the fraternity were employed in' building the
Tower of London; which was completed in the

reign
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reign of William Rufus, who rebuilt London
* bridge with wood, and firft conftru&ted the palace
and hall of Weftminfter in 1087.

On the acceflion of Henry L. the lodges con-
tinued to aflemble. From this prince the firft
Magna Charta, or charter of liberties, was ob-
tained by the Normans. Stephen fucceeded
Henry in 1135, and employed the fraternity in
building a chapel at Weftminfter, now the Houfe
of Commons, and feveral other works. Thefe
‘were finithed under the dire&ion of Gilbert de
Clare, marquis of Pembroke, who at this time
prefided over the lodges.

During the reign of HenryIl. the Grand
Mafter of the Knights Templars fuperintended
the mafons, and employed them in building their
Temple in Fleet-ftreet, A.D. 1155. Mafonry
continued under. the patronage of this Order
till the year 1199, when John fucceeded his bro-
ther Richard in the crown of England. Peter
de Colechurch was then appointed Grand Maiter.
He began to rebuild London bridge with ftone,
which was afterwards finithed by William
" Alemain in 1209. Peter de Rupibus fucceeded
Peter de Colechurch in the office of Grand
Mafter, and Geoffrey Fits-Peter, chief furveyor

of
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of the king’s works, a@ed as deputy under him.
Under the aufpices of thefe two artifts, Mafonry

flourifhed during the remainder of this and th
following reign. - -

SECT. III

Hiflory of Mafonry in England; during the Reigns of
Edward 1. Edward11. Edward 111, Richard 11,
Henry V. and Henry V1.

ON the acceflion of Edward I. A.D. 1272,
= the care of the mafons was ertrufted to
Walter Giffard, archbifhop of York; Gilbert

de Clare, earl of Gloucefter ; and Ralph, lord of .
Mount Hermer, the progenitor of the family of
the Montagues. . Thefe archite&s fuperintended
the finithing of Weftminfter Abbey, which had
been begun in 1220, during the minority of
Henry II1. 1In the reign of Edward II. the fra-
ternity were employed in building Exeter and
Orriel colleges, Oxford ; Clare-hall, Cambridge ;
and'many other ftru@ures ; under the aufpices
of Walter Stapleton, bithop of Exeter, who:had
been appointed Grand Mafter of the mafons
in 1307. ) N
-Mafonry
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 Mafonry flourithed in England during the

reign of Edward II}. who became the patron of
{cience, and the encourager of learning. He
- applied with indefatigable affiduity to the con-
ftitutions of the Order of Mafonry ; revifed and
meliorated the antient charges, and added feveral
ufeful regulations to the original code of laws
by which- the fraternity had been governed.
He patronized the lodges, and appointed five
deputies under him to infpect their proceedings;
viz. 1. John de Spoulee, who rebuilt St. George’s
.chapel at Windfor,; wherethe order of the garter
was firft ‘inftituted A.D. $350; 2. William a
Wickham, afterwards’ bifhop of Winchefter,
who rebuilt the caftle of Windfor at the head of
400 free-mafons A.D. 1357; 3. Roberta Barn-
ham, who finifhed St. George’s hall at the head
of 250 free-mafons, with othér works in the
‘caftle, A.D. 13753 4..Henry Yeuele (called in
the old records, ‘the King’s free-mafon), who
built the Charter-houfe in London ; King’s hall,
-Cambridge ; and -Queentborough - caftle ; and
-who alfo, rebuilt St, Stephen’s chapel, Weftmin-
fter:.-and 5. Simon Langham, abbot of Weft-
sminfter, who rebuilt the body of - that cathedral
as it now ftands, From fome old records ftill
’ ‘extant
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extant it appears, that at this period lodges were
numerous, and that communications of the fra-
ternity were held under the prote&non of the

civil magiftrate *,
Richard

* An old record of the Society runs thus:

<In the glorious reign of King Edward IIIL when lodges were
¢ more frequent, the Right Worfhipful the Mafter and Fellows,
¢ with confent of the lords of the realm (for moft great menwere
¢ then mafons), ordained,

¢ That for the future, at the making or admiffion of a brother,
< the conftitution and the antient charges fhould be reud by the
¢ Mafter or Warden.

¢ That fuch as were to be admitted mafter-mafons, or mafters
¢ of work, fhould be examined whether they be able of cunning
¢ to ferve their refpeQive lords, as well the loweft as'the higheft,
¢ to the bonour and worthip of the aforefaid art, and to the profit

¢ of their lords ; for they be their lords that employ and pay them
¢ for their fervxce and travel.’

The following particulars are alfo contained in a very old MS
of which a copy is faid to have been in the pofleflion of the late
George Payne, Efq; Grand Mafter in 1718.

¢ That when the Mafter and Wardens meet in a lodge, 1f need
¢ be, the fheriff of the county, or the mayor of the city, or alder-
¢ man of the town, in which the congregation is held, fhould be
¢ made fellow and fociate to the Mafier, in help of him againft
¢ rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the realm.

¢ That entered prentices, at their making, were charged not

. € to be thieves or thieves-maintainers; that they fhould travel

¢ honettly for their pay, and love their fellows as themfelves,
“and be true to the king of England, and to the realm, and to
¢ the lodge.

¢ That
K N
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Richard IL. having fucceeded his grandfather
Edward 111. in 1377, William 2 Wickham was
continued Grand Mafter. He afterwards rebuilt 1
Weftminfter-hall as it now ftands ; and employed
the fraternity in building New College, Oxford,
and Winchefter college, both of which hefounded
at his own expence. '

Henry, duke of Lancafter, taking advantage
" of Richard’s abfence in Ireland, got the Parlia- .
ment to depofe him, and next year caufed him to
be murdered. Thus he fupplanted his coufin,
and mounted the thronc by thename of HenryIV. ,
He appointed Thomas Fitz Allen, earl of Sur-
rey, Grand Mafter. After the famous viétory
of Shrewfbury, he founded Battle-abbey and
Fotheringay ; and in this reign the Guildhall

. . of

¢ That at fuch congregations it fhall be inquired, whether any
¢ mafter or fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to; and
¢ if the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and will
« not attend, then the lodge fhall determine againft him, that he
¢ fhall forfwear (or renounce) his mafonry, and fhall no'more ufe
¢ this craft, the which if he prefume for to do, the fheriff of the
¢ county fhall prifon him, and take all his goods into the King's
¢ hands, till his grace be granted him andiffued. For this caufe
« principally have thefe congregations been ordained, that as well
¢ the loweft as the higheft fhould be well and truly ferved in this
¢ art aforefaid, throughout all the kingdom of England,- Amen,
¢ fo mote it be.’
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of London was built. The King dying in
1413, Henry V. fucceeded to the crown ; when -
Henry Chicheley, archbithop of Canterbury,
obtained the direGtion of the fraternity; and un-
der the aufpices of this patron, lodges and com-
munications were frequent. '

Henry V1. a minor, fucceeding to the throrte
in 1422, the parliament endeavoured to difturb
the mafons, by paffing the following a& to pro-
hibit their chapters and conventions :

3 Hen. VL. cap. 1. A.D. 1423.

Masons fpall not confederate in chapters or
congregations.

¢ WHEREAS, by the yearly congregations

¢ and confederacies made by the mafons in their
¢ general aflemblies, the good courfe and effe&®
¢ of the ftatutes of labourers be openly violated
¢ and broken, in fubverfion of the law, and to
¢ the gredt damage of all the commons ; our fo-
¢ vereign Lord the King, willing in.this cafe to
¢ provide a remedy, by the advice and confent
¢ aforefaid, and at the fpecial requeft of the
¢ commons, hath ordained and eftablifhed that
¢ fuch chapters and congregations fhall not be
K2 ¢ hereafter
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¢ hereafter holden ; and if any fuch be made,

¢ they that caufe fuch chapters and congregations -

¢ to be aflembled and holden, if they thereof be

¢ convi@, fhall be judged for felons: and that

¢ the other mafons, that come to fuch chapters
€ or congregations, be punifhed by imprifonment
¢ of their bodies, and make fine and ranfome at
¢ the king’s will*.’

-

This

* Judge Coke gives the following opinion on this ftatute:

¢ All the flatutes concerning labourers before this ad, and
¢ whereunto this a& doth refer, are repealed by the ftatute of
€ 5 Eliz, cap. 4. about A.D. 1562, whereby the caufe and end
¢ of making this aét is taken away, and confequently the a&t is
¢ become of no force; for ceffante ratione lgis, ceffat ipfa lex:
¢ and the indi€tment of felony upon this ftatute muft contain,
¢ That thofe chapters and congregations are to the violating and
® breaking of the good courfe and effect of the ftatutes of la-
¢ bourers; which now cannot be fo alleged, becaufe thefe fta-
¢ tutes be repealed. Therefore this would be put out of the
¢ charge of juftices of the peace.” INsTiTuTES, Part III
fol. 19.

It is plain, from the above opinion, that this a&, though ne-

wer exprefsly repealed, can have no force at prefent. The mafons
may reft very quiet, continue to hold their aifemblies, and pro-
pagate their myfteries, as long as their conformity to their
profefled principles entitles them to the fanétion of government.
Mafonry is too well known in this country, to raife any fufpicion
in the legiflature, The greateft perfonages have prefided over the
{fociety, and under their aufpicious government, at different times,.
an acquifition of patrons, both great and noble, has been made.

I
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This a& was never once put in force, nor the

lbfratemity deterred from affembling as ufual

under archbifhop Chicheley, who ftill continued
to. prefide over them. Notwithftanding this
rigorous edi&t, the effe® of prejudice and ma-
levolence in an arbitrary fet of men, lodges were

_formed in different parts of the kingdom; and

tranquillity, joy, and felicity reigned among the
fraternity*.

As the attempt of parliament to fupprefs the
lodges and communications of mafons renders
the tranfactions of this period worthy our atten-
tion, it may not be improper to ftate fome of the
circumftances which are fuppofed to have given
rife to this fevere edict.

The

It would therefore be abfurd to imagine, that any legal attempt
will ever be made to difturb the peace and harmony of a fociety
fo truly refpe@able and fo highly honoured.

* The Latin Regifter of William Molart, prior of Canterbury,
in manvfcript, pap. 88. entitled, ¢ Liberatio generalis Domini
4 Gulielmi Prioris Ecclefiz Chrifti Cantuarienfis, erga Faftum
 Natalis Domini 1429,” informs us, that, inthe year 1429, du~
ring the minority of this prince, a refpetable lodge was held at
Canterbury, under the patronage of Henry Chicheley, the arche
bithop; at which were prefent Thomas Stapylton, the Mafter;
John Morris, cuftos de la lodge lathomorum, or warden of the
lodge of mafons ; with fifteen fellow-crafts, and three entered ape
prentices, all of whom are particularly named,

. K3
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The Duke of Bedford, at that time regent of
the kingdom, being in France, the regal power
was vefted in his brother Humphrey, Duke of
Gloucefter*, who was ftyled prote&or and guar-
dian of the kingdom. The care of the young
king’s perfon and education was entrufted to
Henry Beaufort, bifhop of Winchefter, the
Duke’s uncle. The bithop was a prelate of
great capacity and experience, but of an in-
triguing and dangerous charalter. As he afpired
to the government of affairs, he had centinual
difputes with his nephew the prote&or, and
gained frequent advantages over the vehement
and impolitic temper of that prince. Being in-
vefted with power, he foon began to fhew his
‘pride and haughtinefs, and he wanted not fol-
lowers and ‘agents, who were bufy to augment

his influence .
The

® This prince is faid to have received a more learned education
than was ufual in his age, to have founded one of the firft public
libraries in England, and to have been a great patron of learned
men. If the records of the fociety may be relied on, we have
reafon to believe, that he was particularly attached to the mafons,
that he was admitted into their Order, and that he aflifted at the

initiation of King Henry in 1442.
4 In a parliament held at Weftminfer on the 17th of No-
vember 1423, to anfwer a particular end, it was ordained, ¢ That
‘if

o
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" The animofity between the uncle and nephew
daily increafed, and the authority of parliament,
' at

N

¢if any perfon, committed for grand or petty treafon, fhould ~

¢ wilfully break out of prifon, and efcape from the fame, it.fhould
¢ be deemed petty treafon, and his goods be forfeited®.” About

this time, ane William King, of Womolton in Yorkfhire, fer--

vant to SirRobert Scott, lieutenant of the Tower, pretended, that . v

he had been offered by Sir John Mortimer, (coufin to the lately
‘deceafed Edward Mortimer, earl of March, the neareit in blood
to the Englifh crown, and then a prifoner in the Tower)ten pounds
to buy him clothes, with forty pounds a year, and to be made
an earl, if he would aflift Mortimer in making his efcape; that
Mortimer faid, he would raife 40,000 men on his enlargement,
and would ftrike off the heads of the rich bithop of Winchefter,
the duke of Gloucefter, and others, This fcllow undertook to
prove upon oath the truth of his affertion. A fhort time after,
a fcheme was formed to cut off Mortimer, and an opportunity

foon offered to carry it into execution, Mortimer being per-.

mitted one day to walk to the Tower wharf, was fuddenly pur-
fued, feized, brought back, accufed of breaking out of prifon, and
of attempting his efcape. He was tried, and the evidence of
King being admitted, was conviéted, agrecably to the late ftatute,
and afterwards beheaded.

The death of Mortimer occafioned great murmuring and dif-
content among the people, and threatened a fpeedy fubverfion of
thofe in power. Many hints were thrown out, both in public
and private affemblies, of Yhe fatal confequences which were ex-
pected to fucceed this commotion. The amazing progrefs it
made, juftly alarmed the fufpicions of the ambitious prelate, who
fpared no pains to exert his power on the occafion,

® Wolfe’s Chronicle, publithed by Stowe,
Ks

\
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at length, was obliged to interpofe. On the laft
day of April, 1425, the parliament met at Weft-
minfter, . The fervants and followers of the
peers coming thither armed with clubs and
ftaves, occafioned its being named. THE BATT-
PARLIAMENT. Several laws were there made,
and among the reft, the a& for abolifhing the
fociety of mafons*; at leaft for preventing their
aflemblies and congregations. As their meetings

were

* Dr. Anderfon, in the firft edition of the Book of Conftitu-
tions, in a note, makes the following obfervation on this at:

¢ This a® was made in ignorant times, when true learning

¢ was a crime, and geometry condemned for conjuration; but it

¢ cannot derogate from the honour of the antient fraternity, who,

¢ to be fure, would never encourage any fuch confederacy of their

¢ working brethren. - By tradition, it is believed, that the parlia-

¢ ment were then too much influenced by the iHiterate clergy,

- ¢ who were not accepted mafons, nor underftood architeCture (as

¢ the clergy of fome former ages), and were generally thought

¢ unworthy of tifis brotherhood, Thinking they had an inde--

¢ feafible right to know all fecrets, by virtue of auricular con-

¢ feflion, and the mafous never confeffing any thing thereof, the °

"¢ faid clergy were highly offended, and at firft fufpe€ting them of
¢ wickednefs, reprefented them as dangerous to the ftate during
¢ that minority, and foon influenced the parliament to lay hoid
¢ of fuch fuppofed arguments of the working mafons, for making
¢ an a¢t that might feem to reflet difhonour upon even the whole
¢ fraternity, in whofe favour feveral alts had been before. and
¢ after that period made,’

T e ——————— e
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were fecret, théy attralted the attention of the
afpiring prelate, renewed his apprehenfion, and
incurred his dipleafure*,

Sovereign

* The bifhop was diverted from his perfecution of the mafons,
by an affair in which he was more nearly concerned. On the
morning of St.Simon and Jude’s day, after the lord mayor of
London had returned to the city from Wefiminfter, where he had
been taking the ufual charges of his high office, he received a
fpecial meffage, while feated at dinner, from the duke of Glou-
cefter, requiring his immediate attendance. He immediately re-
paired to the palace, and being introduced into the prefence, the
duke commanded his lordfhip to fee that the city was properly
watched the following night, as he expeted his uncle would
endeavour to make himfclf mafter of it by force, unlefs fome -
eftectual means were adopt:d to ftop his progrefs. This command
was ftri¢tly obeyed; and, at nine o’clock the next morning, the -
bithop of Winchefter, with his fervants and followers, attempting
to enter the city by the bridge, were prevented by the vigilance
of the citizens; who repelled them by force. This unexpeéted -
zepulfe enraged the haughty prelate, who immediately colleéted a
numerous body of archers and other men at arms, and commanded
them to affault the gate with fhot. 7 he citizens direétly fhut
up their fhops, and crowded to the bridge in great numbers, when
a general maflacre would certainly have enfued, had it not been
for the timely intespofition and prudent adminiftration of the -
mayor and aldermen, who happily ftopt all viclent. meafures, and

. prevented a great.effufion of blood. :

The archbifhop of Canterbury, and Peter, duke of Coimbra,
eldeft fon of the king of Portugal, with feveral others, endea-
voured to appeafe the fury of the two contending parties, and,
if poflible, to bring about a reconciliation between them; but

Ks u
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Sovereign authority, however, being vefted
in the Duke of Gloucefter, as protector of the
realm, the execution of the laws, and all that

related \

all to no purpofe, neither party would yield. They rode eight
or ten times backwards and forwards, ufing every fcheme they
could think of to pre.ent further extremities; at laft they fuce
ceeded in their mediation, and brought the parties to a confor-
mity, when it was agreed, that all hoftile prdceedings fhould
drop on both fides, and the matter be referred to the award of
the duke of Bedford ; on which peace was reftored, and the city
remained in quiet. .

The bifhop loft no time in tranfmmxng his cafe to the duke
of Bedford; and in order to glofs it over with the beft colours,
he wrote the following letter s
+ ¢RicuT high and mighty prince, and my right noble, and
¢ after one leiveft [earthly] lord; I recommend me unto your
« grace with alkmy heart, And as you defire the welfare of the
¢ King our fovereign lord, and of his realms of England and
¢ France, your own weal [health] with all yours, hafte you
< hither: For by my troth, if you tarry long, we fhall put this
¢ land in jepardy [adventure] with a field, fuch a brother you
< have here; God make him a good man. For your wifdom
¢ well knoweth that the profit of France ftandeth in the welfare
¢ of England, &, The bleffed Trinity keep yous Written in
¢ great hafte at London, on All-ballewen-even, the 31t of -
¢ O&ober, 1425,

¢ By your fervant, to.my lives end,
- HENRY, WincuesTER.

This letter had the defired effe®, and haftened the rcturn of
the duke of Bedford to Londen, where he arrived on the 1oth
of January, 1425-6, On the 21#t of Febiuary he held a great

council
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related to the civil magiftrate, centred in him:
a fortunate circumftance for the mafons at this
critical jun&ure. The Duke, knowing them

to be innocent of the accufations which the’
bithop

council at St. Albans, adjourned it to the 15th of March at Nor-

. thampton, and to the 25th of June at Leicefter. Batts and

ftaves being now prohibited, the followers of the members of
parliament attended with ftones in a fling, and plummets of leads
The duke of Bedford employed ‘the authority of parliament to
reconcile the differences which had broke out betwixt his bro-
ther and the bithop of Winchefter; and obliged thefe rivals to
promife before that affembly, that they would bury all-quarrels
in oblivion, Thus the long withed-for peace between thefetwo
great perfonages, was, to all appearance, accomplithed.

During the difcuffion of this matter before parliament, the duke
of Gloucefter exhibited the following charge, among five others,
againft the bithop of Winchefter: ¢That he had, in his letter to
¢ the duke of Bedford at France, plainly declared. his malicious
* purpofe of affembling the people, and ftirring up a rebellion in
¢ the nation, contrary to the king’s peace.” .

The bithop’s anfwer to this agcufation was, ¢ Tbat he never
¢had any intention to difturb the peace of the nation,. or raife
¢ a rebellion ; but that he fent to the duke of Bedford to folicit
¢ his fpeedy return to England to feule all thofe dnﬁ'ercnces

¥ which’ were fo prejndicial to the peace of the kingdom: That

¢ though he bad indeed written in the letter, That if ke tamed we
& fbould put the land in adwnture by & field, Jfuch a brother you bave
¢ bere; he did not mean it of any defign of his own, but con-
¢ cerning the feditious affemblies of mafons, Carpenters, tylers,
¢ and plaifterers; who, being diftafted by thelate at of parliament
¢ againft the exceffive wages of thofe trades, had' given out many
¢ feditious fpeeches and menaces againt certain great men, which:

¢ tended.
K6
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bifhop of Winchefter had laid againft them, not
only protefted them from his fury, but trans-
ferred the charge of rebellion, fedition, and
treafon, from them, to the bifhop and his fol-
Jowers; afferting that they were the firft violators
of the public peace, and the moft vigorous pro-
moters of civil difcord.

The bifhop, fenfible that his aétions could
not be juftified by the laws of the land, prevailed
on the King, through the interceflion of the
parliament, whofe favour his riches had ob-
tained, to grant letters of pardon for all offences
-committed by him, contrary to the ftatute of
provifors, and other a&s of premunire ; and five

years

¢ tended much to rebellion®: That the duke of Gloucefter did
¢ not ufe his endeavour, as he ought to have done in hit place,
¢ to fupprefs fuch unlawful affemblies; fo that he feared the
¢ king,and his good fubjeéts, muft have made a fiel to withftand
¢ them ; to prevent which, he chiefly defired the duke of Bedford
¢ to come over.”

As the mafons are unjuftly fufpeéted of having given rife to
the above civil commotions, I thought it neceffary to infert the
foregoing particulars, in order to clear them from this falfe
charge. Moft of the circumftances here mentioned, are ex-
traited from Wolfe's Chroniole publifhed by Stowe,

# The above partitulars are extra&ted from onc of Elias Af-
mole’s MSS, on the fubje@ of Frec-mafonry.
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years afterwards, he procured another pardon,
under the great feal, for all forts of crimes
whatever from the creation of the world to the
26th of July 1437.

The duke of Gloucefter, notwithftanding
thefe precautions of the cardinal, drew up in
1442 frefh articles of impeachment againft him,
and prefented them in perfon to the king ; de-

{firing that judgment might be pafled upon him,

according to his crimes. The King referred
the matter to his council, who being principally
ecclefiaftics, favoured the cardinal. At laft,
the duke, wearied out with their tedious delays . .
and fraudulent dealings, dropt the profecution,
and the cardinal efcaped.

After this nothing could remove the inveteracy
of the cardinal againft the Duke of Gloucefter ;
he was refolved to deftroy a man whofe popula-
rity might become dangerous, and whofe refent-
ment he had fo much reafon to apprehend.
The Duke having been a firenuous friend to
the public, and by his prudence, and the au-
thority of his birth and ftation, having pre-
vented an abfolute fovereign power from being
vefted in the King’s perfon, Winchefler was

: enabled
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enabled to gain many partifans, who were
eafily brought te concur in the ruin of the
_ prince*, '

In order to effeCtuate this plan, it was ccn-
certed by the bifhop and his party to murder the
Duke. A parliament was fummoned to meet
at St. Edmondfbury in 1447, where they ex-
pected he would lie entirely at their mercy. As
foon as he appeared, on the fecond day of the
feflions, he was accufed of treafon, and thrown
into prifon ; where he was found the next day
cruel]y

i The bifhop planned the following fcheme at this time to
irritate the duke of Gloucefter: His duchefs, the daughter of
Reginald lord Cobham, had been accufed of the crime of witch-
craft, and it was pretended that a waxen figure of the King was
- found in her pofiesl:on; which the, and her aflcciates, ir Roger
Bolingbroke, a prieft, and one Marge:y Jordan of Eye, melted in
a magical manner before a flow fire, with an intention of making
Henry’s force and vigour wafte away by like infenfible degrees.
The accufation was well calculated to affet the weak and cre-
dulous mind of the King, and gain b lief in an ignorant age.
The duchefs was brought to trial, with her confederates, and the
prifoners were pronounces guilty 1 the duchefs was condemned
to do public penance in London for three days, and to fuffer per-
petual imprifooment; the othets were ex:cuted.

The protettor, provoked at fuch repeated infults offered to- hi¢
duchefs, made a noble and, ftout, refiftance to thefe moft abomis
nable and thamelefs proceedings, but it unfoitunately ended in his-
own deftruction,
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cruelly murdered. It was pretended that his
death was natural ; but though his body, which
was expofed to public view, bore no marks of
outward injury, it was generally believed that
he had fallen a facrifice to the vengeance of his
enemies. After this dreadful cataftrophe, five .
of his fervants were tried for aiding him in his
treafons, and condemned to be hanged, drawn,
and quartered. They were hanged accordingly,
cut down alive, ftripped naked, and marked with
a knife to be quartered ; when the marquis of
Suffolk, through a mean and .pitiful affe@ation
of popularity, produced their pardon, and faved.
their lives; the moft barbarous kind of mercy
that can poffibly be imagined !

The duke of Gloucefter’s death was univer-
fally lamented throughout the kingdom. He
had long obtained, and well deferved, the firname
of coop. He was a lover of his country, a-
friend to good men, the protetor of mafons,"
the patron of the learned, and the encourager of
every work worthy of everlafting memorial. -His
inveterate profecutor, the hypoqritical‘ bifhop,
ftung with remorfe, fcarce furvived him two.

months ; for, after a long life fpent in falfehpod-.

and
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and politics, he funk into oblivion, and ended
his days in mifery*.

After the death of the cardinal, the mafons
continued to hold their lodges without dread or
apprehenfion. Henry eftablithed in his king-
dom various feats of erudition, enriched them
with ample endowments, and diftinguithed them
by peculiar privileges and immunities ; thus in-
viting his fubjeéts to forfake their ignorance and
barbarifm, and to reform their turbulent and

licentious

* The wickednefs of the Cardinal’s life, and his mean, bafe,
and unmanly deat', will ever be a bar againft any vindication of
his memory for the good which hedid while alive, or which the
money he had amafied could do after his death. When in his latt
moments, he was heard to utter thefe mean expreffions: ¢ Why
¢ thould 1 die, who am poffeffed of fo much wealth? If the whole
¢ kingdom could fave my life, I am able by my policy to preferve
¢ it, or by my money to purchafe it. Will not death be bribed,
¢and money do every thing?’ The inimitable Shakefpeare, -
afer giving a moft horrible picture of defpair, and a tortured con®
fcience, in the perfon of the cardinal, introduces King Henry to
him with thefe fharp and piercing werds s

¢ Lord Cardinal, if thou think’& on heav'n’s blifs,
¢ Lift up thy hand, make fignal of that hope,’
He dics, and makes no fign,-

.

Hen.VI. A& 3.

¢ "The memory of the wicked fhall rot, but the unjuftly perfecuted
¢ fhall be had in everlafling remembrance,’

-
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licentious manners. He was initiated into Ma-
fonry in 1442, and was very intent on obtaining
a.complete knowledge of the Art. He perufed
the antient charges, revifed the conftitutions,
and, with the confent of his council, gave them
a legal fanétion *.

Encouraged by the example of their fove-
reign, and allured by an ambition to excel,
many lords and gentlemen of the court were
received into Mafonry, and purfued the art with
diligence and affiduityt+. The King in perfon

prefided

® A record in the reign of Edward IV, runs thus: The com-
¢ pany of mafons, being otherwife termed free-mafons, of auntient
¢ ftaunding and good reckoninge, by means of affable and kind
¢ meetyngs dyverfe tymes, and as a lovinge brotherhode ufe to
¢ doe, did frequent this mutual affembly in the tyme of Henry VI,
#in the twelfth yeare of his moft graciou$ reign, A.D. 1434."
The fame record fays farther, ¢ That the chaiges and laws of the
¢ free-mafons bave been feen and perufed by our late Soveraign
¢ King Henry V1. and by the lords of his moft honourable coun-
€ cil, who have allowed them, and declared, That they be right
¢ good and reafonable to be holden, as they have been drawn out
¢ and colle@ted from the records of auntient tymes,” &c. &c.

From this it appears, that bcfore the troubles which happened

" in the reign of this unfortunate prince, frec-mafons were held

in high eftimation. .

+ While thefe tranfaQtions were carrying on in England, the
mafons were countenanced and proteted in Scotland by King
James I, After his return from captivity, he became the patron

of
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prefided over the lodges, and nominated William
- Wanefleet, bithop of Winchefter, Grand Mafter;

who built at his own expence Magdalene Col-

lege, Oxford, and feveral pious houfes. Eton
- College, near Windfor, and King’s College,
Cambridge, were founded in this reign, and
finithed under the diretion of Wanefleet. Henry
alfo founded Chrift’s College, Cambridge ; and
his queen Margaret of Anjou, Queen’s College,
in the fame univerfity. In fhort, during the
life of this prince, the arts flourithed, and many
fagacious ftatefmen, confummate orators, and
admired writers, were fupported by royal muni-
ficence.
of the learned, and a zealous encourager of Mafonry. The
Scottith records relate, that he honoured the lodges with his royal
prefence ; that he fettled a yearly reienue of four pounds Scots
(an Englith noble), to be paid by every mafter-mafon in Scotland,
to a Grand Mafter, chofen by the Grand Lodge, and approved by
the crown, one nobly born, or an eminent clergyman, who had
his deputies in cities and counties, and every new brother at en-
trance paid him alfo a fee. . His office empowered him to regulate
in the fraternity what fhould not come under the cognizance of
law-courts, To him appealed both mafon and lord, or the builder
and founder, when at variance, in order to prevent law-pleas;

and, in h:s abfence, they appealed to his Deputy or Grand War-
den, that refided next to the premifes,,

SECT.
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SECT. IV.

Hiflory of Mafonry in the South of England from
1471 20 1567.

ASONRY continued to flourith in England
till the peace of the kingdom was inter-
rupted by the civil' wars between the two royal
houfes of York and Lancafter, when it fell into
an almoft total negle&, and continued in that
ftate till 1471, when it began to revive under
the aufpices of Richard Beauchamp, bithop of
Sarum. This prelate had been appointed Grand
Mafter by” Edward IV. and had been honoured
with the title of chancellor of the garter for re~
pairing the caftle and chapel of Windfor.
During the fhort reigns of Edward V. and
Richard I11. Mafonry was on the decline; but
on the acceffion of Henry VII. A, D. 1485, it
rofe again into efteem, under the patronage of
the Mafter and fellows of the order of St. John -
at Rhodes (now Malta), who aflfembled their
grand lodge in 1500, and chofe Henry their pro-
tetor. Under the royal aufpices the fraternity
revived their aflemblies, and Mafonry once more
refumed its priftine fplendor.  On the 24th of
o June
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June 1502, a lodge of mafters was formed in the
palace, at which the King prefided in perfon as
Grand Matter ; and having appointed John Iflip,
abbot of Weftminfter, and Sir Reginald Bray,
- knight of the garter, his wardens for the occafion,
he proceeded from thence in ample form to the
eaft end of Weftminfter Abbey, where he laid the
foundation ftone of that famous piece of Gothic
architecture, known by the name of Henry V1I.’s
Chapel. The Capeftone of this building was
celebrated in 1507. Under the direttion of Sir
Reginald Bray, the palace of Richmond was

afterwards built, and many other flately works.

Brazen-nofe College Oxford, and Jefus and

St. John’s Lolleoes Cambrldge, were all finifhed

in this reign.

Henry V1II. fucceeded his father in 1509,
and appointed Cardinal Wolfey, Grand Mafter.
This prelate built 'Hampton Court Whitehall,
Chrift Church College Oxford, and feveral
other noble edifices ; all of which, upon his dif-
grace, were forfeited to the crown, A.D. 1530.
Thomas Cromwell, earl of Effex, fucceeded the
Cardinal in the office of Grand Mafter ; and em-
ployed the fraternity in building St. James’s
Palace, Chrift’s Hofpital, and Greenwich caftle. -

In

~
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In 1534 the King and parliament threw off alle-
giance to the pope of Rome, and the King being
declared fupreme head of the church, no lefs than
926 pious houfes were fupprefled ; many of which
were afterwards converted into ftately manfions
-for the nobility and gentry. Under the dire&tion
of John Touchet lord Audley, who, on Crom-
well’s being beheaded in 1540, had fucceeded to
the office of Grand Matfter, the fraternity were
employed in building Magdalene Collégé Cam-
bridge, and feveral other ftructures.

Edward VI. a minor, fucceeded to the throne
in 1547, and his guardian and regent, Edward
Seymour, duke of Somerfet, undertook the ma-
nagement of the mafons, and built Somerfet-houfe
in the Strand ; which, on his being beheaded,
was forfeited to the crown in 1552. John
Poynet, bithop of Winchefter, then became the
patron of the fraternity, and prefided over the -
lodges till the death of the King in 1553.

The mafons remained without any nominal
patron till the reign of Elizabeth, when Sir
Thomas Sackville accepted the office of Grand

. Mafter. Lodges were held, however, during this
period, in different parts of England, but the
General or Grand Lodge appears to have been

affembled
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affembled in the city of York, where it is faid the
fraternity were numerous and refpetable. The
following circumftance is recorded of Elizabeth :
Hearing that the mafons were in poffeflion of
fecrets which they would not reveal, and being
jealous of all fecret aflemblies, fhe fent an armed
force to York, with intent to break up their
annual grand lodge*. This defign, however,
was happily fruftrated by the interpofition of Sir
Thomas Sackville; who took care to initiate
fome of the chief officers which fhe had fent on

 this duty. They joined in communication with
the mafons, and made fo favourable a report to the
Queen on their return, that fhe countermanded
her orders, and never afterwards attempted to
difturb the meetings of the fraternity.

Sir Thomas Sackville held the office of Grand
Mafter till 1567, when he refigned in favour of
Francis Ruflel, earl of Bedford, and Sir Thomas
Grefham 4, an eminent merchant, diftinguifhed

| . by
* This confirms my obfervations in a former Note on the
exiftence of the Grand Lodge at York, p. 183.

+ Sir Thomas Grefham propofed to ereét a building at his own
expence, in the city of London, for the fervice of commerce, if
the citizens would purchafe a proper fpot for that purpofe. His
propofal being accepted, and fome houfes between Cornhill and
Threadneedle-Street, which had been purchafed on that account,

° having
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by his abilities, and great fuccefs in trade. To
the former thecare of the Brethren in the northern
part of the kingdom was affigned, while the latter’
was appointed to fuperintend the meetings in the
South, where the Society had confiderably in-
crealed, in confequence of the honourable report
whichhad been made by the officers that were fent
_to difperfe the general meeting at York. Not-
withftanding this new appointment of a Grand
Matter for the South, the General Aflembly con-
tinued to meet in the city of York as heretofore,
where all the records were kept; and to this
aflembly appeals were made onevery important
occafien.

having been pulled down, on the 7th of June 1556, the foundation-
ftone of the intended building was laid. The work was carried
on with fuch expedition, that the whole was finithed in November
1557. This edifice, on its being firft ere@ed, was called the
Bourfe, but foon after its name was changed. On the 23d of
January 1560, the Queen, attended by a great number of her no-
bles, came from her palace of Somerfet houfe in the Strand, and
paffing through Threadneedle-Street, dined with Sir Thomas at
his houfe in Bifhopfgate-Street.  After dinner her Majefty re-
turned through Cornhill, entered the Bourfe on the fouth fide, and
having viewed every part of the building except the vaults, parti=
cularly the gallery which extended round the whol: ftru¢ture, and
which was furnifhed with fhops filled with all forts of the finef®
wares in the city, caufed the edifice to be proclaimed in her pre-
fence, by 2 herald and trumpet, The Royal Exchange ; and on this
occafion, it is faid, Sir Thomas appeared publickly in the charaéter
of Grand Mafter,  This original building ftood till the fire of
London in 1666, when it perithed amidft the general havoc.

SECT.
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SECT. V.

Progreﬁ of Mafonry in the South of England from the
Reign of Elizabeth to the Acceffion of George 1.

HE Queen being well affured that the fra-
ternity were compofed of fkilful architets,
and lovers of the Arts, and that ftate affairs were
points in which they never interfered, was per-
fecly reconciled to their affemblies, and Ma-
fonry made a confiderable progrefs during her
reign. Lodges were held in different places of
the kingdom, particularly in London, and its
environs, where the Brethren increafed con=
fiderably. Under the aufpices of Sir Thomas
Grefham, feveral great works were carried on,
and the fraternity received every encourage-
ment. ' '
Charles Howard, earl of Effingham, fucceeded
Sir Thomas ih the office of Grand Mafter, and
continued to prefide over the Lodges in the South
till the year 1588, when George Haftings, earl
of Huntingdon, was chofen, who remained in
that office till the Queen died in 1603.
On the death of- Elizabeth, the crowns of
England and Scotland were united in her fuc-
ceflor,
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ceflor James VI. of Scotland, who was pro-
claimed King of England, Scotland, and Ire-
land, on the 25th of March 1603. At this
period Mafonry flourithed in both kingdoms,
and the lodges were convened under the royal
patronage. Several gentlemen of fine tafte re-
turned from their travels full of laudable emu-
+ lation, if not to excel the Italian revivers, at leaft
to imitate them in old Roman and Grecian Ma-=
fonry. Thefeingcnious travellers brought home
fome pieces of old columns, curious drawings,
and books of architeéture. -Among the number
was the celebrated Inigo Jones, fon of Inigo
Jones, a citizen of London, who was put ap-
" prentice to a joiner, and had a natural tafte for
the art of defigning. He was firft renowned
for his fkill in landfcape painting, and was
patronized by the learned William Herbert,.
afterwards earl of Pembroke. He made the
tour of Italy at his lordfhip’s expence, where
he improved under fome of the beft difciples
of the famous Andrea Palladio. On his return
“to England, he laid afide the pencil, and con-
fined bis ftudy to architeCture. He became
the Vitruvius of Dritain, and the rival of
Palladio.

L . This
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This celebrated artift was appointed General
Surveyor to King James I. under whofe aufpices
the fcience of Mafonry flourifhed. He was
eleGted Grand Mafter of England, and was de-
putifed by his Sovercign to prefide over the
Jodges*. During his adminiftration,. feveral
learned mep were initiated into Mafonry, and
the fociety was compofed of many refpetable
members. Ingenious artifts daily reforted to
England, where they met with great encourage-
ment. Lodges were conftituted, and formed
into feminaries of inftruion in the fciences and

* polite arts, after the model of the Italian fchools;
the quarterly communications of the fraternity
were revived, and the annual feftivals regularly
obferved. ,

Inigo Jones continued to prefide over the fra-
ternity till the year 1618, when he was fuc-
«ceeded by the earl of Pembroke. Many eminent,
‘wealthy, and learned men were initiated under

his

¢ * The Grand Mafter in the North bearing the Title of Grand
Mafler of all England, may probably have been occafioned by the
‘Title of Grand Mafier Mafon of England having been at this time
conferred on Inigo Jones, and which title the Grand Mafters in
the South bear to this day.

e . e ——
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" his lordfhip’s aufpices, and the myfteries of the
Order were now held in high eftimation.

On the death of King James in 1625, Charles
afcended the throne. The earl of Pembroke
continued to prefide over the fraternity till 1630,
when he refigned in favour of Henry Danvers,

_earl of Danby, who was fucceeded in 1633 by
Thomas Howard, earl of Arundel, the progeni-
tor of the Norfolk family. In 1635, Francis
Ruffel, earl of Bedford, accepted the government
of the fociety ; but as Inigo Jones had, with in-
defatigable afliduity, continued to patronize the
lodges, he was re-eleGted the following year,
and continued in office till his death in 1646*.

Many

* That lodges continued rezularly to affemble at thit time,’
appears from the Diary of the learned antiquary Elias Afhmole,
where he fays, ¢ I was made a frece-mafon at Warrington, Lan-
¢ cathire, with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham, in
¢ Chethire, by Mr. Richard Penket the Warden, and the fellow-
¢ crafts (all of whom are fpecified), on 16th O&tober 1646.> In
another place of his Diary he fays, ¢ On Maich the 10th 3682,
¢ about § hor. poft merid. I received a fummons to appear at a
¢ lodge to be held the next day at mafons’ hall in London,—
¢ March 11, Accordingly I went, and ahout noon were admitted
¢ into the fellowthip of free-mafons, Sir William Wilfon, Knt,
¢ Capt. Richard Borthwick, Mr, William Woodman, Mr, Wil-
¢ liam Gray, Mr, Samuel Taylour, and Mr, William Wife.

¢ I was
L2
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Many curious and magnificent ftrutures were
finithed under the direGion of this accomplifhed
architet; and among the reft that noble edifice
‘the Banqueting houfe at Whitehall, the founda-
tion ftone of which was laid in the year 1607 in
the royal- prefence.

The

~

€ I was the fenior fellow among them, it being thirty-five years
¢ fince I was admitted. There were prefent, befide myfelf, the
¢ fellows after-named ; Mr, Thomas Wife, mafter of the mafons”
¢ company this prefent ycar, Mr. Thomas Shorthofe, and 7 more
€old free mafons. We all dined at the Half-Moon Tavern,
¢ Cheapfide, at a noble dinner prepared at the charge of the new
¢ accepted mafons.’ . .

- An old record of the fociety defcribes a coat of arms much
the fame with that of the London company of freemen mafons;
whence it is generally believed that this company is a branch of

'that' ancient fraternity; and in former times, no man, it alfo
appears, was made free of that company until he was initiated
in fome lodge of free and accepted mafons, as a neceffary quali-
fication. Thic pragtice ftill prevails in Scotland among the
operative mafons,

~ The writer of Mr, Afhmole’s Life, who was not a mafon, be-
fore his Hiftoy of Berkthire, p. 6. gives the following account
"of Mafonry:

¢ He (Mr. Afhmole) was eleted a brother of the company of

¢¢ free mafons; a favour efteemed fo fingular by the members,
¢ that kings themfelves have not difdained to enter themfelves
¢ of this fociety. From thefe are derived the adopted mafons,
% accepted mafons, or free-mafons, who are knowa to one ano-
¢ ther

~&_ -
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The breaking out of the civil wars obftruéted:
the progrefs of Mafonry.in- England. for fome-
time. After the Reftoration, it began to revive
under the patronage of Charles II. who had been
received into the Order while. on his travels.

On

¢ ther all over the world by certain fignals and watch-wvzrds

« known to them alons, They have feveral lodges in different

¢ countries for their reception; and when any of them fall into

¢ decay, the brotherhood is to relieve them, The manner of

¢ their adoption or admiflion is very formal and folemn, and

¢ with the adminifiration of an oath of fecrecy, which has had

¢ better fate than all other oaths, and has ever been moft reli-

¢ gioully obferved ; nor has the world been yetable, by the inad-

¢ vertency, furprife, or folly of any of its members, to dive into -
¢ this myftery, or make the lea'ﬁ difcovery,”

In fome of Mr. Afhmole’s manufcripts, there are many valu-
able colletions relating to the hiftory of the free-mafons, as may
be gathered from the letters of Dr, Knipe of Chrift church Ox-
ford, to the publifher of Afhmole’s Life, the following extralls

_ from which will authenticate and illuftrate many fa&s in the fol-

lowing hiftery,

¢¢ As to the antient fociety of free-mafons, concerning whom
¢ you are defi.ous of knowing what may be known with cer-
¢ tainty, 1 fhall only tell you, that if our worthy brother E. Afh-
¢ mole, Efq. had executed his intended defign, our fraternity had
¢ been as much obliged to him as the brethren of the moft noble -
¢ Gycer of the Garter.  I'would not have you furprifcd at this
4¢ expreflion, or think it at all too affuming. The Sovereigns of
¢¢ that Order have not difdained our fellowthip, and there have
¢ been times . when Emperors were allo free-mafons. What

) ¢ from
L3
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On the 27th Deeember 1663, a general affem-
bly was held, at which Henry Jermyn, earl of
St. Alban’s, was ele@ted Grand Mafter, who
appointed Sir John Denham Kt. his deputy,
and Mr. (afterwards er) Chriftopher Wren,

and

¢ from Mr. Afhmole’s colle@ion I could gather, was, that the
“ report of our fociety’s taking rife from a bull granted by the
¢¢ pope in the reign of Henry V1. to fome Italian architeis to
¢ travel over all Europeto ere& chapels, was ill-founded. Such

“¢ a bull there was, and thofe archite@ts were mafons, But this .

“ bull, in the opinion of the learncd Mr. Afhmole, was confir-
¢ mative only, and did not by any means create our fraternity, or
¢ ¢ven eftablith them in this kingdom. But as to the time and
¢ manner of that eftablifament, fomething I fball relate from the
¢ fame collections,
¢ St, Alban the proto-martyr eftablithed Mafonry here, and
¢ from his time it flourithed, more or lefs, according as the
¢¢ world went, down to the days of king Athelftan, who for the
¢¢ fake of his brother Edwin granted the mafons a charter,
¢ Under our Norman princes they frequently received extraordi~
¢ nary marks of royal favour; there is no doubt to be made, that
¢ the fkill of mafons, which was always tranfcendently great
¢ even in the moft barbarous times; their wonderful kindnefs
¢ and attachment to each other, how different foever in condie
¢ tion ; and their inviolable fidelity in keeping religioufly their
¢ fecrets, muft expofe them, in ignorant, troublefome, and fu-
€ perftitious times, to a vaft variety of adventures, accorc g to
¢ the different fate of parties, and other alterations in govern-
““ment. By the way it may be noted, that the mafons were
« always loyal, which expofed them to great feverities when
¢ power

T e —— ———
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and John Webb his wardens. Several regu-
lations* were made at this aflembly, and the
greateft harmony prevailed ameng the fra-
ternity.

Thomas

¢¢ power wore the appearance of juftice, and thofe who committed
' treafon punithed true men as traitors, ‘Thus, in the 3d year
¢ of Henry VI. an aé pafled to abolith the fociety of mafons,
¢ and to hinder, under grievous penalties, the holding chapters,
¢ lodges, or other regular affemblies; yet this a&t was after-
¢ wards [virtually] repealed, and even before that, King Henry
¢ and feveral lords of his court became fellows of the Craft.”

Some Lodges in the reign of CharlesII. were conftituted by
leave of the feveral noble Grand Mafters, and many gentlemen
and famous fcholars, requefted at that time to be admitted of the
fraternity,

* Among other regulations that were made at this affembly,
‘were the following : . ’

¢ 1. That no perfon, of what degree foever, be made or
¢ accepted a free-mafon unlefs in a regular lodge; whereof one to
¢ be a Mafter or a Warden in that limit or divifion where fuch
¢ lodge is kept, and another to be a craftfman in the trade of
¢ Free-mafonry,

¢ 2. That no perfon heteafter fhall be uccpted a free-mafon,
€ but fuch as are of able body, honeft parentage, good reputation,
¢ and an obferver of the laws of the land.

¢ 3. That no perfon hereafter who fhall be dccepted a free~
¢ mafon fhall be admitted into -any lodge or affembly, until he
¢ has brought a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation
¢ from the lodge that accepted him, unto the mafter of that limit
¢ or divifion where fuch lodge is kept: And the faid Mafter fhall
¢ enrol the fame in a roll of parchment to be kept far that pur-

¢ pofe,
Ly
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Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, fucceeded
the earl of St. Albans in the office of Grand
Matfter in June 1666, and Sir Chriftopher Wren
was appointed Deputy under his Lordfhip. No
Grand Officer ever diftinguifhed himfelf more
than Sir Chriftopher Wren, in promoting the
profperity of the few lodges which occafionally
met at this time; and the honours which he
afterwards received in the fociety, are evident
proofs of the attachment the fraternity bore
to him,

Sir
¢ pofe, and fhall give an account of all fuch acceptations at every
¢ general affembly,

€ 4. That every perfon who is nowa free-mafon fhall bring te -

¢ the Mafter a note of the time of his acceptation, to the end the
¢ fame may be enrolled in fuch priority of place as the brother
¢ deferves; and that the whole company and fellows may the
¢ better know each other.

¢ 5. That for the future the faid fraternity of free-mafons fhall
¢ be regulated and governed by one Grand Mafter, and as many
¢ Wardens as the faid fociety fhall think fit to appoint at every
¢ annual general affembly.

¢ 6. That no perfon fhall be accepted, unlefs he be t\venty-one

¢ years old, or more.’

Many of the fraternity’s records of this and the preceding
reign were loft at the Revolution; and not a few were too haftily
burnt in our own times by fome fcrupulous brothers, from a fear
of making difcoveries prejudicial to the intereft of Mafonry.

.

G
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Sir Chriftopher Wren was the only fon of
Dr. Chriftopher Wren, dean of Windfor, and
was born in 1632. His genius for the arts and
fciences appeared early. At the age of thirteen
he invented a new aftronomical inftrument, by
the name of Pan-organum, and wrote a treatife
on the origin of rivers. He invented a pneu-
matic engine, and a peculiar inftrument of ufe
in gnomenics to folve this problem: ¢On a

¢ known plane, in a known elevation, to de-

¢ feribe fuch lines with the expedite turning of :

< rundles to certain divifions, as by the fhadow
¢ of the ftile may fhew the equal hours of the

commoner in Wadham College Oxon, where he

" ¢ day.” In 1646, he was admitted a gentleman- .-

greatly improved under the inftrutions and -

friendfhip of Dr. John Wilkins, and Dr. Scth
Ward. His juvenile praduétions in- mathema-
tics prove him both a genius and afcholar. His
ftudies were not confined. He affifted Dr.
Scarborough in the anatomical prepara»tions\and;
experiments .upon the mufcles of the: human
body, and wrote feveral dxfcourfes on the longi~
tude, navigation, &c.

After the fire of London, Sir Chrlﬂopher was

S

appointed prmcnpal architeét for rebuilding that :

Ls City.
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city. By his Majefty’s command, he drew up
- aplan for that purpofe, which was approved ;
but private property interfering, was not adopted.
The city, however, was rebuiltin a much better
ftyle than before.

On the 23d of O&ober 1667, the ng in
perfon laid the foundation ftone of the Royal
“Exchange, which was opened in September fol-

lowing. In 1673, his Majefty alfo laid the

foundation ftone* of St. Paul’s, in prefence of
the Grand Mafter and his officers, the lord mayor

and aldermen, the bithops and clergy, and fe-.

veral of the nability and gentry, amidft the
acclamations of a number of fpetators. Thijs
faperb ftrufture was begun, carried on, and
- finifhed by the fraternity, under the direction of
Sir Chriftopher, after his own defigh. Several
new lodges were conftituted about this time, and
the beft archite@s reforted to them.
In 1674, the earl of Rivers having refigned,
. George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, was
cle@ed Grand Mafter. He left the care of the
mafons

® The mallet with which this foundation ftone was laid, is
now in the poffeffion of the Lodge of Aatiquity in London, and
preferved there as a great curiofity,

-
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mafons to his wardens, and Sir Chriftopher, who
ftill continued to a& as deputy. In 1679, the
duke refigned in favour of Henry Bennett, easl
of Arlington ; who was too deeply engaged in

. ftateaffairs, to attend to the duties of Mafonry:

the lodges however continued to affemble undez
his fan&ion, and many refpe&able geatlemen
were initiated.

"On the death of the King in 1685, James II.
fucceeded to the throrie ; during whofe reign the
fraternity were much negleted. The earl of
Arlington dying this year, the lodges met inv

‘communication, and elected Sir Chriftopher

Wren Grand Mafter, who appointed Gabriek
Cibber and Mr. Edward Strong his wardens.
Mafonry continued in a declining ftate for many
years, and a few lodges only occaﬁonally met ire
different places.

At the Revolution, Mafonry was fo much
reduced in the South of England, that there
were no more than feven regular lodges in Lon-
don and its fuburbs,. of which two only were
worthy of notice ; the old lodge of St. Paul’s,
over which Sir Chriftopher prefided; during the:
building of that ftruCure ; and a lodge at St..
"Thomas’s hofpital, Southwark, over which Sir

Leé Robers
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Robert Clayton, then Lord Mayor of Lon-
don, prefided, during the rebuilding of that
hofpital®. :

King William, having been privately initiated
into Mafonry in 1695, approved the choice of
Sir Chriftopher Wren as Grand Mafter, and
honoured the lodges with his royal fanétion, par-
ticularly one at Hampton Court, at which it is
faid his Majefty frequently prefided during the
building of the new part of that palace. Kenfing-
ton palace was built during this reign, under the
dire&ion of Sir Chriftopher; as were alfo Chelfea
Hofpital, and the palace of Greenwich ; the
latter of which had been retently converted into
an hofpital for feamen, and finithed after the de-
fign of Inigo Jones.

At a general aflembly and feaft of the ma-
fons in 1697, many noble and eminent brethren.
were prefent, and among the reft, Charles duke
of Richmond and Lenox, who was at that time.
Mafter of a lodge at Chichefter. His Graee-
was propofed and ele@ed Grand Mafter for the
following year. Having engaged’Sir Chrifto-
pher Wren to adt as his Deputy, he appointed.

" Edward

* Sce the Book of Conftitutions, #7383, p. 106, 107.

.
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Edward Strong fenior, and Edward Strong
juni'or, his wardens. His Grace continued in

‘office only one year, when he was fucceeded by
.Sir-Chriftopher, who continued at the head of

the fraternity till the death of the King in
1702.

During the following reign Mafonry made no
very confiderable progrefs. Sir Chriftopher’s
age and infirmities drawing off his attention
from the duties of his office, the lodges began to
decreafe, and the annual feftivals were entirely

" negleéted*. The old lodge at St. Paul’s, and

a few others, continued to meet regularly, but
confifted of few mehmberst. To increafe their
numbers, a propofition was made, and after~
wards agreed to, that the privileges of Mafonry
fhould net any longer be reftricted to operativé
mafons, but extend to men of various profeffions,
provided fuch men were regularly approved and
initiated into the Order. In confequence of
this refolution, fome new regulations took
place, and the Society began once more to revive
and flourifh, '

* Book of Conftitutions, 1738, p‘. 18,
4 Ibid, '

SECT.
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SECT. VL
Hiftory of the Revival of Mafonry in the South of
England.

N the acceffion of George I. the mafons in
London and its environs finding themfelves
negle@ed by Sir Chriftopher Wren, and their
annual meetings difcontinued, refolved to cement
~under a-new Grand Mafter, and to revive the
communications and annual feftivals of the
Society. With this view, the Lodges at the
Goofe and Gridiron in St. Paul’s Church-yard,
the Crown in Parker’s La%e near Drury-lane,
the Apple-tree tavern in Charles-ftreet Covent-
garden, and the Rummer and Grapes tavern in
Channel-row Weftminfter, the only four Lodges;
.in being in the South of England at this time,,
with fome old Brothers, met at the Apple-tree
tavern above mentioned in February 1717; and
having voted the oldeft Maffer-mafon then pre-
fent into the Chair, conftituted themfelves a
" Grand Lodge pro tempore in' due form. At this
meeting it was refolved, to revive the Quarterly
Communications of the fraternity ; and to hold
the next Annual Affembly and Feaft on the
24th -
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24th of June at the Goofe and Gridiron in
St. Paul’s Church-yard (in compliment to the
oldeft Lodge, which then met there) for the
purpofe of elefting a Grand Mafter among
themfelves, till they fhould have the honour of a
Noble Brother at their head. Accordingly, o
St. John the Baptift’s day, 1717, in the third year
of the reign of King George I. the Affembly and
Feaft were held at the faid houfe; when the oldeft
Mafter-mafon, and Mafter of a Lodge, having
taken the chair, —a lift of proper candidates for
the office of Grand Mafter was produced : and
the names being feparately propofed, the Bre-
thren, by a great majdtity of hands, ele¢ted Mr.
Anthony Sayer Grand Mafter of Mafons for the
enfuing year ; who was forthwith invefted by
the faid oldeft Matfter, inftalled by the Mafter
of the oldeft’ Lodge, and duly congratulated
by the Affembly, who paid him homage. The
Grand Mafter then entered on the duties of his
office, appointed his Wardens, and commanded -
~ the Brethren of the four Lodges to meet him
and his Wardens quarterly in Communication,
- enjoining them at the fame time to recommend
to all the fraternity a punctual attendance on the
next Annual Affembly and Feaft,
Among

’
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Among a variety of regulations which were
propofed and agreed to at this meeting, was the
following : ¢ That the privilege of affembling
as mafons, which had hitherto been unlimited®,
fhould be vefted in certain Lodges or Affemblies
of Mafons convened in certain places; and that
every Lodge to be hereafter convened, except
the four old Lodges at this time exifting, thould -
be legally authorifed to aét by a warrant from
the Grand Mafter for the time being, granted to
certain individuals by petition, with the confent
and approbation of the Grand Lodge in Com-'
munication ; and that without fuch warrant, no-
lodge fhould be hereafter deemed regular or:

_conftitutional.” In confequence of this regula-
tion fome New Lodges were foon after convened
- in different parts of London and its environs, -
and the Mafters and Wardens of thefe Lodges.
were commanded to attend the meetings of the
Grand Lodge, and make a regular report of their
proceedings, and to tranfmit to the Grand Maf-

' ter

* A fufficient number of mafons met together within a cer-

tain diftr.ct had, at this time, ample power to make malons,
and difcharge all the duties of Mafonry, without any wariant of

conftitution.  The privilege was inherent in themfelves as in-
dividuals. ) )
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ter from time to time, a copy of any bye-laws
they might form for their own government, thatno
laws eftablithed among them might be contrary
to, or fubverfive of, the general regulations by
which the fraternity had been long governed.
In compliment to the Brethren of the four old
"Lodges by whom the Grand Lodge was formed,
it was refolved, ¢ That every privilege which
they collectively enjoyed, by virtue of their
immemorial rights they fhould ftill continue to
enjoy ; and that no law, rule, or regulation to
be hereafter made or pafled in Grand Lodge, -
thould deprlve them of fuch privilege, or en-
croach on any landmark which was at that time
eftablithed as the ftandard of mafonic govern-
ment.” When this refolution was confirmed,
the old mafons in the metropolis, in conformity
to the refolutions of the Brethren at large, vefted
all their inherent privileges as individuals in the
four old Lodges, in truft that they would never
fuffer the old Charges and antient Landmarks
to be infringed. The four old Lodges then
"agreed to extend their patronage, countenance,
and protection to every new Lodge which fhould
be hereafter conftituted agreeably to the new
Regulations of the Society, and while they aéted
in
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in conformity to the antient conftitutions of the
Oxder, to admit their Mafters and Wardens to
thare with them in all the privileges of the
Grand Lodge, excepting precedence of rank.
Matters being thus amicably adjufted, the
Brethren of the four old Lodges at large, con-
fidered their attendance on the future Commu-
nications of the Society as unneceffary, and
therefore trufted implicitly to their Mafters and
Wardens, refting fatisfied that no meafure of
importance would be carried without their ap-
probation. The officers of the old Lodges,

however, foon began to difcover, that the new

Lodges being equally reprefented with them
. at the Communications, and fharing every pri-
vilege ' they enjoyed but precedence of rank, in
procefs of time would fo far outnumber the old
ones, as to have it in their power, on a future
occafion, by a majority, to alter the prefent
Conftitution, and to fubvert the privileges
of the original Mafons of England which had
been centred in the four old Lodges: they
therefore, with the concurrence of the Bre-

thren at large, very wifely formed a code of laws

for the future government of the Society, and an-
mexed thereto a conditional claufe, which it
. was

N
— e~
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was agreed that the Grand Mafter for the time’
being, his fucceflors, and the Mafter of every
Lodge to be hereafter conftituted, fhould engage
to preferve and keep facred and inviolable in
all time coming. To commemorate this cir-
cumftance, it has been cuftomary ever fince
that time, for the Mafter of the oldeft Lodge to
attend every Grand Inftallation; and taking
precedence of all prefent, the Grand Mafter
only excepted, to deliver the Book of the ori-
ginal Conftitutions to the new inftalled Grand
Mafter, on his promifing obedience to the
antient Charges and General Regulations.
The conditional claufe above referred to runs
thus:

¢ Every annual Grand Lodge has an inberent
¢¢ power and authority to make new regulations,

" ¢< or to alter thefe, for the real benefit of this

<< antient fraternity ; provided always THAT THER
¢ OLD LAND-MARKS BE CAREFULLY PRE-
¢ SERVED; and that fuch alterations and new
¢¢ regulations be propofed and agreed to at the
s¢ third Quarterly Communication preceding
¢ the Annual Grand Feaft; and that they
¢ be offered alfo to the perufal of 4/ the Bre-
¢ thren before dinner, in writing, cven of the

. €< youngeft
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¢¢ youngefl apprentice ; the approbation and con-
¢¢ fent of the majorsty of all the Brethren prefent,
<¢ being abfolutely neceflary to make the fame
¢¢ binding and obligatory.”

This remarkable claufe, with thirty-eight
regulations preceding it, all of which are printed
in the firft Edition of the Book of Conftitutions,
were approved, ratified, and confirmed by one
hundred and fifty Brethren, at an annual Affem-
bly and Feaft held at Stationers’ Hall on St. John

the Baptift’s day 1721*, and in their prefence -

fubfcribed by the Mafters and Wardens of the
four old Lodges on one part: and by Philip
Duke of Wharton, the Grand Mafter ; Theo-

philus Defaguliers, M. D. and F.R.S. the De-

puty Grand Mafter ; Jofhua Timfon, and Wil-
Jiam Hawkins, the Grand Wardens ; and the
Mafters and Wardens of fixteen Lodges which
‘had been conftituted between 1717 and 1721, on
" the other part.

By the above prudent precaution of our
antient Brethren, the original conftitutions were
eftablithed as' the bafis of all future mafonic
jurifdi&tion in the South of England; and the

antient .

® Sce the firft Edition of the Book of Conftitutions, p. 58

-
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antient land-marks, as they are emphatically
ftyled, or the boundaries fet up -as checks
to innovation or abfolute dominion, were care-
fully fecured againft the attacks of future in-
vaders. The four old Lodges, in confequence
of the above contrad, in which they confidered
themfelves as a diftinct party, continued to a&
by their original authority ; and fo far from fur-
rendering any of their rights, had that authority
ratified and confirmed by the whole fraternity in
Grand Lodge affembled. No regulations of the

-Society which might hereafter take place could
-therefore operate with refpect to thofe Lodges, if

fuch regulations were contrary to, or {ubverfive

- of, the original conftitutions by which only they

were governed ; and while their proceedings were
conformable to' thofe conftitutions, no power
known in Mafonry, could legally cenfure their
conduét, or deprive them of the rights and pri-
vileges which, by virtue of their immemorial
eftablithment, they had always enjoyed. '
The neceffity of fixing the original conftitu-
tions as the ftandard by which 2all future Laws
in the Society were to be regulated, was fo
obvious, and fo clearly underftood by the whole
fraternity at this time, that it was eftablifhed as
: an
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an unerring rule at every inftallation, ‘public
and private, to make the Grand Mafter and the
Mafters and Wardens of every Lodge, engage to
. . 4 .
fupport all the conftitutions; to which every
Mafon alfo was bound by the ftrongeft ties at his
initiation to adhere. [Every one therefore who
acknowledges the univerfality of Mafonry to be
its higheft glory, muft admit the propriety of
this condu@ ; for were no ftandard fixed for the
government of the Society, the fluctuating ftate -
of its Members, and particularly of its Gover-
nors and Direftors, would fubje&t Mafonry to
that variation which might effeCtually deftroy
all the good effects that have hitherto refulted
from its univerfality and extended progrefs*.
During

* When the earlier Editions of this Book were printed, the
Author was not fufficiently acquainted with this part of the hif-
tory of Mafonry in England. The above particulars have been
carefully extracted from old Records and authentic Manufcripts,
and are in many points confirmed by the old Books of the Lodge
of Antiquity, as well as the firft and fecond Editions of the Book
of Conftitutions,

Of the four old -Lodges there is only one extant, viz. No. 1.
the old Lodge of St.Paul, now namcd the Lodge of Antiquity,
formerly held at the Goofe and Gridiron in St, Paul’s Churche
yard, but at prefent (in 1787) at the Mitre Tavern in Fleet-fireet,
Some difagreeable altercations having arifen in the Society in

1778, the Grand Lodge ‘interfered ; and, by fome proceedings which
the
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During the adminiﬁration of ‘Mr. Saye‘r, the
Society made no wvery rapid progrefs. Several
' : Brethren

the members of the Lodge of Antiquity confidered as a breach .
of their privileges, and contrary to the contra& 1721, occafioned
a feparation to take place, and ever fince that Lodge has acted
indcpendent by virtue of its immemorial conftitution,  To refent
this meafure of the Lodge of Antiquity, the Grand Lodge have
accepted under their banner a few expelled Members of that
Lodge, and honoured them with the title of The Lodge of Anti-
guity, No. 1.; but as thefe Gentlemen are deftitute of the Books,
and in poffeflion of no veftige of Antiquity to give them a fanétion
¢o that title, it is not very probable that the honour they have
received will add much to their confequence.

The Lodge, No. 2. formerly held at the Crown in Parker's
Lane in Drury-lane, has been extinét above fifty years, by the
death of its members.

The Lodge, No. 3. formerly held at the Apple-tree Tavern in
Charles-ftreet, Covent-garden, has been diflolved many years,
‘By the Lift of Lodges inferted in the Book of Contftitutions,
printed in 1738, it appears, that in February 1722-3, this Lodge
was removed to the Queen’s Head in Knave’s Acre, on account
of fome difference among its members; and that the members
who met there, came under a new conftitution; though, fays the
Book of Conttitutions, they wanted it not *, and ranked as No. 10,

in

* From this expreffion it is evident, that the members of this
Lodge were underftood to have an inherent right, at leaft col-
lestively, without any new-authority, to meet as a Lodge, and to
difcharge the duties of Mafonry ; and this in a more full and am-
ple manper than any newly conftituted Lodge could doj for itis
very remarkable, that the four old Lodges always preferved their
original power of making, paﬁnfr, and raifing mafons, being termed
Mafters Lodges; while other Lodges, for many years afterwardsy

had no fuch power, it having been the cuftom to pafs and raife
mafons at the Grand Lodge only, )
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Brethren joined the old Lodges ; but only two
new Lodges were conftituted.

Mr.

in‘the Lift. Thus they inconfiderately renounced their former
rank, and every antient privilege which they dcrived from their
immemorial Conftitution.

The Lodge, No. 4. formerly held at the Rummer and Grapes
Tavern in Channel-row, Weftminfter, was from thence removed
to the Horn Tavern in New Palace Yard, where it continued to
meet regularly till within thefe few years; when, finding them-
fclves in a declining flate, the members agreed to incorporate
with a new and flourithing Lodge under the conftitution of the
Grand Lodge, which immcdiately affumed their rank and privileges
In the coutfe of the altercations before mentioned in 1778, the
members of this Lodge tacitly agreed to a renunciation of their
rights as one of the four original Lodges, by openly avowing a
declaration of their Mafter in Grand Lodge, ¢ That they put
¢ themfelves entirely under the authosity of the Grand Lodge;
¢ claimed no diftinét privilege, by virtue of an immemorial
¢ Conftitution, but precedence of rank; and confidcred them-
¢ felves fubje& to every law or regulation of the Grand Lodge,

¢ over whom they could admit of no cantroul, and to whofe )

¢ determinations they dnd every Lodge were bound to fubmit.”
It was refolved in Grand Lodge, That the members of the Lodge
of Antiquity fhould agrce to the fame propcfition; but they
refufed, it being in their opinion repugnant to the contraét
eftublifhed at the firft formation of the Grand Lodge, and to the
"original Conftitutions of the Order, to which zll mafons in
England were bound to pay obedience. Upon this, the lLodge of
Antiquity ordered its officers to difcontinue their attendance on
the future meetings of the Grand Lodge, publifhed a mani-
feito in vindication of its condu@, and, having afferted that the
contract of 1721 had been violated by the Grand Lodge, proceeded
to act as a Lodge by its original powers, in the fame manner
*-it was authorifed to do before that contraét was formed; and
fince

-
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' Mr. Sayer was fucceeded in 1718 by George
Payne, Efq; who, at an Aflembly and Feaft on
the 24th'of June in that year, was duly in-
vefted, ' inftalled, congratulated, and homaged.
This Gentleman was particularly affiduous in’
recommending a ftri¢t obfervance of the Com-
munications. He colle&ted many valuable
manufcripts on the fubje& of Mafonry, and
earneftly defired that the Brethren would bring
to the Grand Lodge any old writings or records
concerning Mafons and Mafonry, to fhew the
ufages of antient times ; #hd in confequence of
this general intimation, feveral old copies of the
Gothic conftitutions were produced, collected,
arranged, and digefted.

On the 24th of June 1719, another Aﬁ'cmbly

‘and Feaft was held at the Goofe and Gridiron

before mentioned, when Dr. Defaguliers - was
. unanimoully

fince that time its authority has been admitted by the Grand
Lodge at York, and a treaty of alliance gpened with that res
fpe@table aembly.

It is a queftion that will admit of fome difcuffion, whether any
of the four old Lodges could, while they exift as Lodges, fur-

_render up their rights; for thofe rights feem to have been granted

by the old Mafons of the metropolis to them in truft; and any
individual Member of thofe four Lodges may obje, if he pleafes,
to their furrender, and in that cafe they never can be given up.

M
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unanimoufly ele&ted Grand Mafter, invefted,
inftalled, congratulated, and homaged. At this
Feaft, the old regular and peculiar toafts or
healths of the Free Mafons were introduced 3
and from this time we may date the revival of
Free-mafonry in the South of England. The
Lodges, which had confiderably increafed by the
vigilance of the Grand Mafter, were vifited by
many old mafons, who had long negleted the
Craft ; feveral noblemen were initiated, and a -
number of new Lodges were conftituted.

At an Affembly and Feaft held at the Goofe
and Gridiron on the 24th of June 1720, George
Payne, Efq; was re-eleted Grand Mafter, in-
vefted, inftalled, congratulated, and homaged as
‘before; and under his mild and vigilant admi-
niftration the Lodges continued in a flourifh-
ing ftate,” ‘

‘This year, at fome of the private Lodges, to
the irreparable lofs of the fraternity, feveral va-
luable manufcripts (nothing having yet appeared
in print) concerning their Lodges, regulations,
charges, fecrets, and ufages (particularly one
written by Mr. Nicholas Stone, the Warden un-
der Inigo Jones), were too haftily burnt by fome
fcrupulous Brothers,

‘ At
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At a Quarterly Communication held this year
at the Goofe and Gridiron, on the feftival of
St. John the Evangelift, it was agreed, That, in
future, the new Grand Mafter fhall be named

- and propofed to the Grand Lodge fome time be-
fore the Feaft; and if approved, and prefent,
he fhall be faluted as Grand Mafter Ele&: and
that every Grand Mafter, when he is inftalled,
fhall have the fole power of appointing his De-
puty and Wardens, according to antient cuftom
when the fraternity were honoured with a No-

" bleman at their head.

At a Grand Lodge held in ample form on
Lady-day 1721, Brother Payne propofed for his
fucceffor John Duke of Montague, at that time
Mafter of a Lodge. His Grace being prefent,’
was faluted as Grand Mafter Ele&, and received
the compliments of the Lodge. ‘The Brethren
exprefled great joy at the happy profpect of being
once more patronifed by the Nobility ; and una-
nimoufly agreed, that the next Affembly and
Feaft fhould be held at Stationers’ Hall; and
that a proper number of Stewards fhould be ap-
pointed to provide the entertainment ; but Mr.
Jofiah Villeneau, an upholder in the Borough,
generoufly undertook the whole management of

M2 the
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the bifinefs, and ‘received the thanks of the
Society for his attention.

While Mafonry was thus fpreading its influ- -
ence over the Southern part of the kingdom, it
was not neglected in the North. ‘The General
Affembly, or Grand Lodge, at York continued
regularly to meet as heretofore. In 1705, under
the direion of Sir George Tempeft, Bart. then
Grand Mafter, there were feveral Lodges, and
mahy worthy brethren initiated, in York and its
neighbourhood.  Sir George being fucceeded by
the Right Hon. Robert Benfon, Mayor of York,
a number of meetings of the fraternity was held
at different times in that city, and the Grand
Feaft during his Mafterfhip is faid to have been
very brilliant. Sir William Robinfon, Bart.
fucceeded Mr. Benfon in the office of Grand
Matfter, and the fraternity feem to have confi-
derably increafed in the North under his aufpices.
He was fucceeded by Sir Walter Hawkefworth,
Bart. who governed the fociety with great eclat.
At the expiration of his Mafterfhip, Sir George
Tempeft was eleted a fecond time Grand
Mafter; and from the time of his eleion in
1714 to 1725, the Grand Lodge continued re-
gularly to affemble at York under the diretion

' of
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of Charles F airfax,v Efq; Sir Walter Hawkef-
worth, Bart. Edward Bell, Efq; Charles Bathurft,

" Efq; Edward Thomfon, Efq; M.P. John John-
fon, M.D. and John Marfden, Efg; all of

whom, in rotation, during the above period, re-
gularly filled the office of Grand Matfter in the

North of England.

From this account, which is authenticated by
the Books of the Grand Lodge at York, it ap-
pears, that the Revival of Mafonry in the South
of England did not interfere with the proceed-
ings of the fraternity in the North; nor did
that event taking -place, alienate any allegiance
that might be due to the General Affembly or
Grand Lodge there, which feems to have been

_confidered at that time, and long after, as the

IMother Lodge of the whole kingdom. For a
feries of years the moft perfe&t harmony fubfifted
between the two Grand Lodges, and private
Lodges flourifhed in both parts of the kingdom
under their feparate jurifdition, The only

-mark of fuperiority which the Grand Lodge in

the North appears to have retained after the re-
vival of Mafonry in the South, is in the title
which they claimed, viz. The Grand Lodge of all
England, Torius ANGLIZ; while the Grand
Lodge in the South pafled only ynder the deno-

M3 mination
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mination of T'he Grand Lodge of England. 'The
latter, on account of its fituation, being en-
couraged by fome of the principal nobility, foon
acquired confequence and reputation ; while the
former, reftrited to fewer, though not lefs re-
fpeGable, members, feemed gradually to decline.
Till within thefe few years, however, the autho-
rity of the Grand Lodge at York was never
. challenged; on the contrary, every mafon
in the kingdom held that Affembly in the
higheft veneration, and confidered himfelf bound
by the charges which originally fprung from that
Affembly. To be ranked as defcendants of the
original York mafons was the glory and boaft of
the Brethren in almoft every country where
Mafonry was eftablithed ; and, from the preva-
lence and univerfality of the idea that York was
the place where Mafonry was firft eftablithed by
Charter, the mafons of England have received
tribute from the firft States in Europe. It is
‘much to be regretted, that any feparate interefts
fhould have deftroyed the focial intercourfe of
mafons ; but it is no lefs remarkable than true,
that the Brethren in the North and thofe in the
South are now in a manner unknown to each.
other. Notwithftanding the pitch of eminence

and
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and fplendor at.which the Grand Lodge in
London has arrived, neither the lodges of Scot-
land nor Ireland court its correfpondence. To
the "introduétion of fome modern innovations
among the Lodges in the South, this unfortunate
circumftance has been attributed ; and as to the
‘coolnefs which now fubfifts between the Grand
,Lodge at York and the Grand Lodge in Lon-
“don, another reafon is affigned. A few Brethren
at York having, on fome trivial occafion, feceded
from their antient Lodge, they applied to Lon-
don for a warrant of Conftitution. Without
any inquiry into the merits of the cafe, their
application was honoured. Inftead of being
-recommended to the Mother Lodge, to be re-
. ftored to favour, thefe Brethren were encouraged
to revolt ; and, in open defiance of an eftablithed
authority, permitted; under the banner of the
- Grand Lodge at London, to open a new Lodge
in the city of York itfelf. ~ This illegal exten-
fion of power, and violent encroachment on
the privileges of antient Mafonry, gave the
higheft offence to the Grand Lodge at York,
-and occafioned a breach, which time, and a
proper attention to the rules of the Order, only

€an repair, ,
M4 SECT.
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SECT. VIL’

Hiflory of Mafonry from its Revival in the South of
England till the Death of King George 1.

THE reputation of the Society being now
eftablithed, many noblemen and gentlemen

of the firft rank defired to be received into the
Lodges, which had increafed confiderably during
“the adminiftration of Mr. Payne. The bufinefs
of Mafonry was found to be a pleafing relaxation
from the fatigue of bufinefs ; and uninfluenced
by politics or party, a happy union was by that
“means effeCted among the moft refpectable cha-

ratlers in the kingdom. :

On the 24th of June 1721, Grand Mafter
" Payne, and his Wardens, with the former Grand
“Officers, ad the Mafters and Wardens of
twelve Lodges, met the Grand Mafter Ele& at
the Queen’s Arms Tavern in St. Paul’s Church-
- yard*®, where the Grand Lodge was opened in
- ample form. Having confirmed the proceedings
of the laft Grand Lodge, feveral gentlemen were
initiated into Mafonry at the requeft of the
- Duke of Montagu ; and amang the reft, Philip
Lord Stanhope, afterwards Earl of Chefterfield.
» : : From

* The_old Lodge of St.Paul’s, now the Lodge of Aatiquity,
having been removed thither, -
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From the Queen’s Arms the Grand Lodge
marched in proceflion in their clothing to Sta-
tioners’ Hall in Ludgate-ftreet, where they were
joyfully received by one hundred and fifty Bre-
thren,. properly clothed. The Grand Mafter
having made the firft proceffion round the Hall,
took an affeCtionate leave of his Brethren ; and,
being returned to his place, proclaimed James
Montagu, Duke of Montagu, his Succeffor for
the enfuing year. His Grace being invefted with
the enfigns of his Office, inftalled, and congra-
tulated, proceeded to the appointment of his
Deputy and Wardens, who were alfo- invefted
and inftalled. The General Regulations com-
piled by Mr. Payne in 1721%, and compared
with the antient records and immemorial ufages
of the fraternity, were read, and met with general
approbation ; and Dr. Defaguliers made an ele-
gant oration on the fubje of Mafonry.

Soon after his eleGtion, the Grand Mafter
gave convincing proofs of his zeal and attention,
by commanding Dr. Defaguliers and James
Anderfon, A. M. men of genius and education,
to revife, arrange, and digeft the Gothic Confti-

) tutions,
# See the Book of Conftitutions printed in 1723,

Mgs



250 ILLUSTRATIONS

tutions, old Charges, and General Regulations.
This tafk they faithfully executed ; and at the
enfuing Grand Lodge held at the Queen’s Arms
St. Paul’s Church-yard on the 27th of Decem-
ber 1721, being the feftival of St. John the
Evangelift, they prefented the fame for approba-
tion. A Committee of fourteen learned Brothers
was then appointed to examine the Manufcript,
and to make their report; and on this occafion
feveral very entertaining leGtures were delivered,
and much ufeful information given by a few old
Brethren, )
At a Grand Lodge held at the Fountain
‘Tavern in the Strand in ample form on the

25th of March 1722, the committee reported
that they had perufed the Manufcript, contain-.

ing the Hiftory, Charges, Regulations, &¢. of
Mafonry, and after fome amendments had ap-
proved thereof. The Grand Lodge ordered the
whole to be prepared for the prefs, and' printed
with all poffible expedition. This order was
ftrictly obeyed, and in little more than two
years the Book of Conftitutions appeared in
print, under the following title: ¢ The Book
< of Conftitutions of the Free Mafons: Con-
«¢ taining the Hiftory, Charges, Regulations,

s &

- —
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¢¢ &c. of that moft Antient and Right Worhip-
« ful Fraternity. For the Ufe of the Lodges.”
London, 1723. . '

Mafonry now flourifhed under the aufpices of
the nobility, and feveral new Lodges were con-
ftituted. 'The Communications were regularly
convened, and the Grand Mafter’s conftant at~
tendance gavé a fanction toall the proceedings.

In January 1722-3, the Duke of Montagu
refigned in favour of the Duke of Wharton,
who was very ambitious to attain the office.
His Grace’s refignation proceeded from the mo-
tive of reconciling the Brethren to this noble~
man, who had incurred their difpleafure, by
having convened, in oppofition to the refolutions
of the Grand Lodge, on the 25th of March,
an irregular affembly of mafons at Stationers”
Hall, on the feftival of St. John the Baptift,
in order to get himfelf eleCted Grand Mafter.
" The Duke of Wharton being fully fenfible of -

the impropriety of his condu&, publickly ac-
knowledged his error ; and promifing in future 2
ftri& conformity and obedience to the refolutions
of the Society, was received into favour, and
with the general confent of the Brethren ap-
 proved of as Grand Mafter Elect for the enfuing
: : Meé year:
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year. His Grace was regularly invefted and
inftalled on the 17th of January 1722-3 by the

Grand Mafter, and congratulated by upwards

- of twenty-five Lodges, who were prefent in the
Grand Lodge on that day. -The diligence and
attention of the Duke of Wharton. to the duties
of his office foon eftablithed his reputation in
the Society ; and under his patronage Mafonry
made a confiderable progrefs in the South of
England. During his prefidency the office of
Grand Secretary was firft eftablifhed, and Wil-
liam Cowper, Efq; being appointed, that gen-
tleman executed the duties of the department for
feveral years. ‘

The Duke of Buccleugh fucceeded the Duke
of Wharton in 1723. This nobleman was no
lefs attached to Mafonry than his predeceffor.
Being abfent on the annual feftival, he was in-
ftalled by. proxy at- Merchant-taylors’ hall, in
prefence of 400 mafons.

His Grace was fucceeded in the year followmg
by the Duke of Richmond, under whofe admini-
ftration the Commnttee of Charity wasinftituted*.

: . Lord

* The Dﬁke of Buccleugh firft ptopofed the fcheme of mﬁng
a general fund for diftrefied xmfans. Lord Paifley, Dr, Defagu-

liers, -
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Lord Paifley, afterwards earl of Abercorn,
being ative in promoting this new eftablifh-

the

.

liers, Colohel Houghton, and a few other brethren, fupported the
Duke’s ptopofition ; and the Grand Lodge appointed a Committee
to confider of the moft effetual means of carrying the fcheme
into execution, The report of the committee was tranfmitted
to the lodges, and afterwards approved by the Grand Lodge. The
difpofal of the charity was firft vefted in feven brethren; but this
number being found too fmall, nine more were added. It was
afterwards refolved, that twelve mafters of contributing lodges,
in rotation, with the Grand Officers, fhould form the committee;
and by another regulation fince made, it has been determined,
that all paft and prefent Grand Officers, with the Mafters of all
regular lodges which fhall have contributed within twelve months

rom the Grand Mafter or his Deputy. The petitions
of the brethren who apply for charity, are confidered at thefe
meetings; and if the petitioner be found a deferving obje&, he
is immediately relleved with five pounds: if the circumftances
of his cafe are of afingular nature, as being reduced by fome un-
expected misfortune from a ftate of afluence to poverty, or being
burdened with a numerous family, and incapable of providing for
them, his petition is referred to the next Communication, where
he is relieved with any fum the committee may have fpecified,
not exceeding twenty guineas at one time. By thefe means the
diftreflud have always found ready relief from this general cha-
rity, which is folely fupported by the voluntary contributions of
the different lodges out of their private fund, without being bur-
denfome on any member of the fociety.

' Thus
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the year 1725; and being-in the country at
the time, his Lordfhip was inftalled by proxy.
During his abfence, Dr. Defaguliers, who had
‘been appointed his Deputy, was very attentive
to the duties of the office ; he vifited the lodges,
and diligently promoted Mafonry. On his
Lordfhip’s return to town, the Earl of Inchi-
quin was propofed to fucceed him, and was
elected in February 1726. The Society now
flourifhed both in town and country, and under
the patronage of this nobleman the art was pro-
pagated with confiderable fuccefs. - This period
was rendered remarkable by the Brethren of
Wales firft uniting under the banner of the
Grand Lodge of London.” In Wales are fome
venerable remains of antient Mafonry, and many

ftately ruins of caftles, executed in the Gothic .

ftyle, which evidently demonftrate that the fra-
ternity

Thus the Committee of Charity has been eftablifhed among
the Frec and Accepted Mafons in London j and though the fums
annually expended to relieve diftrefled brethien, have, for feveral
years pait, amounted to many hundred pounds, there ill rgmains
a confiderable fum undiftributed.

Al complaints and informations are confidered at the Com-
mittee of Charity, and fiom thence a report is made to the next
Grand Lodge, where it is generally approved,

g L
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ternity muft have met with encouragement in

~ that kingdom in former times. Soon after this

happy union, the office of Provincial Grand
Mafter * was inftituted, and the firft deputation
granted by earl Inchiquin, on the 10oth of May
1727, to Hugh Warburton, Efq; for North
Wales ; and on the 24th of June following, to
Sir Edward Manfell, Bart. for South Wales.
The Lodges in the country now began to in-
creafe, and deputations were granted to feveral
gentlemen to hold the office of Provincial

'Grand Matfter in different parts of England, as

well as in fome places abroad where Lodges
had been conttituted by Englith mafons. Du-
: ring

* The Provincial Grand Mafter is the immediate reprefenta-
tive of the Grand Mafter in the diftri¢k over which he is limited
to prefide, and being invefted with the power and honour of a
Deputy Grand Mafter in that province, may conftitute Lodges
therein, if the confent of the Mafters and Wardens of the Lodges

+ already conftituted within his diftri&t have been obtained, and the -

Grand Lodge in London has not difapproved thereof. He wears
the clothing of a Grand Officer, and ranks in all public affem-
blies immediately after Paft Deputy Grand Mafters. He muft in
perfon, or by deputy, attend the quarterly meetings of the Mafters ~
and Wardens of the Lodges in his province, and tranfmit to the
Grand Lodge once inevery year the proceedings of thefe meetings,
~and a.regular ftate of the Lodges under his jurifdi@ion. ‘
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ring the earl of Inchiquin’s Mafterfhip, 2 war~
rant was iffued for opening a new Lodge at
Gibraltar,

Among a great variety of noble edifices which
- were finithed during the Prefidency of Lord
Inchiquin, was that excellent ftru&ure of the
church of St. Martin’s in the Fields ; the foun-
dation ftone of which, it being a royal parifh
church, was laid on the 2gth of March 1721,
in the King’s name, by Brother Gib the Ar-
chite&, in the prefence of the Lord Almoner,
the Surveyor General, and a large company of
mafons.
- 1n the beginning of June 1727, the death of
the King was announced. His Majefty died at
Ofnabruck in his way to Hanover, where he
was buried on the 11th of that month ; and was
fucceeded in the throne of thefe kingdoms by
his fon George 11. who, with his Queen Caro-
line, was erowned at Weftminfter on the 11th
of O&ober following.

SECT.
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SECT. VIIL

Hiftory of Mafonry in England during the Reign -
of King George 11.

HE firft Grand Lodge after his Majefty’s
acceflion to the throne, was held at the
Devil Tavern, Temple Bar, on the 24th of June
1727 ; atwhich were prefent, the Earl of Inchi-
quin, Grand Matfter, his officers, and the Mafters
and Wardens of forty Lodges. At this meeting
it was refolved to extend the privilege of voting

.in Grand Lodge to Paft Grand Wardens, that

privilege having been_ heretofore reftrited to

,Paft Grand Mafters, by a refolution of 21ft No-
. vember 1724, and to Paft Deputies, by another

refolution of 28th February 1726.
The Grand Mafter having been obliged to

- take a journey into Ireland befare the expiration

of his office, his Lordfhip tranfmitted a letter to

- William Cowper, Efq; his Deputy, requefting

him to converre 2 Grapd Lodge for the purpofe of
nominating Lord Colerane as Grand Mafter for
the enfuing year. A Grand Lodge was accord-
ingly convened on the 19th of December 1727,
when his Lordthip was regularly prppofed as
' ) : Grand
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Grand Mafter elect, and being unanimoufly
approved, on the 27th of the fame month was
duly invefted with the enfigns of his high office
- at a Grand Feaft at Mercers’ Hall, in the pre-
fence of a numerous company of the brethren.
His Lordfhip attended two Communications
during his Mafterfhip, and feemed to pay con-
fiderable attention to the duties of his office.
He conttituted feveral new Lodges, and granted
a Deputation to hold a Lodge in St. Bernard’s-
ftreet, Madrid. - At the laft Grand Lodge under
his Lordfhip’s aufpices, Dr. Defaguliers moved,
that the antient office of Stewards might be
revived, to aflift the Grand Wardens in pre-
paring the feaft; and this motion being carried .
unanimoufly, it was agreed that their appoint-
ment fhould be annual, and their number re-
ftricted to twelve.

Lord Kingfton fucceeded Lord Colerane, and
was invefted with the enfigns of his high office
on the 27th of December 1728, at a Grand
Feaft héld at Mercers’ Hall. His Lordfhip’s
zeal and attachment for the fraternity were very
confpicuous, not only by his regular attendance
on the Communications, but by his generous

prefent to' the Grand Lodge, of a curious pe-
deftal,
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deftal, a rich cufhion with gold knobs and
fringes, a velvet bag, and a new Jewel fet in
“gold for the ufe of the Secretary. During his
Lordfhiz’s adminiftration, the Society flourithed
at home and abroad. Many Lodges were confti-
tuted at this time, and among the reft, a Deputa-
tion was granted to George Pomfret, Efq; autho-
rifing him to open a new Lodge at Bengal.
‘This gentleman firft introduced Mafonry into the
Englifh fettlements in India, where it has fince
made fo rapid a progrefs, that, within thefe few
years, upwards of fifty Lodges have been confti-
tuted there, eleven of which are now held in
Bengal. The annual remittances to the Cha-
rity and public funds of the Society from this
" and the other falories of the Eaft India Com-
pany, amount to a confiderable fum.

At a Grand Lodge held at the Devil Tavern
‘on the 27th of December 1729, Nathaniel
Blackerby, Efq; the Deputy Grand Mafter, be-
ing in the chair in the abfence of Lord Kingfton,
produced a letter from his Lordfhip, authorifing
him to propofe the Duke of Norfolk as Grand
Matfter for the enfuing year. ‘This nomination
meeting with general approbation, the ufual
compliments were paid-to his Grace, and he was

faluted



260 ILLUSTRATIONS

faluted as Grand Mafter Ele®. At an Affem-
bly and Feaft at Merchant Taylors’ Hall on the
29th of January following, his Grace was duly
invefted and inftalled, according to antient form,
in the prefence of a numerous and brilliant
company of mafons. His Grace’s abfence in
Italy foon after his eleion, prevented him from
attending any more than one Communication
during his Mafterfhip ; but the bufinefs of the
-Society was diligently executed by Mr. Black-
erby his Deputy, on whom the whole manage-
ment devolved. His Grace was peculiarly .
attached to the Society ; among other fignal
proofs of his efteem, he tranfmitted from Venice
_to England the following noble prefents for the
ufe of the Grand Lodge : 1. Twenty Pounds to
the Charity. 2. A large folio Book, of the
fineft writing paper, for the records of the Grand
Lodge, richly bound in T'urkey and gilt, with
a curious frontifpiece in vellum, containing the
arms of Norfolk, amply difplayed, and a Latin
Infcription of the family titles, with the arms of
Mafonry elegantly emblazoned. 3. A fword of
ftate for.the Grand Mafter, being the old trufty
fword of Guftavus Adolphus king of Sweden, -
which was next wore by his brave fuccefor in
war,




OF MASONRY. 261

wir, Bernard duke of Saxe Weimar, with both
their names on the blade, and further enriched
with the arms of Norfolk in filver on the fcab-
bord. For thefe handfome prefents his Grace
foon after reccived the public thanks of the
Society.

It is not furprifing that Mafonry fhould flou-
rith under fo refpeGable a banner. His Grace
appointed a Provincial Grarid Mafter over the
Lodges in the Circle of Lower Saxony, and
eftablithed by Deputation a Provincial Grand
Ledge at New Jerfey in America. A Provin-

" cial patent was alfo made out under his aufpices

for Bengal. From this period we may date
the commencement of the confequence and re-
putation of the Society in Europe, as daily
applications were made for eftablithing new
Lodges, and the moft refpectable characters of
the age defired their names to be enrolled in
our records. ‘

The duke of Norfolk was fucceeded by Lord
Lovel, afterwards Earl of Leicefter, who was
inftalled at Mercers’ Hall on the 2gth of March
1731. His Lordfhip being at the time much
indifpofed with an ague, was obliged to with~
draw foon after his inftallation. Lord Colerane,

however,

I~ .
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however, alted as Proxy during the Feaft. On
the 14th of May, the firft Grand Lodge after
Lord Lovel’s ele&tion was held at the Rofe
Tavern in Mary-le-bon, when it.was voted that
in future all Paft Grand Mafters and their De-
puties fhall be admitted members of the Quar-
terly Committees of Charity, and that every
Committee fhall have power to vote Five Pounds
for the relief of ady diftrefled mafon; but no
larger fum, without the confent of the Grand
Lodge in- Communication being firft had and
obtained. This refolution is fill in force.

During the prefidency of Lord Lovel, the -

nobility made a point of honouring the Grand
Lodge with their prefence. The Dukes of
Norfolk and Richmond, the Earl of Inchiquin,
and Lords Colerane and Montagu, with feveral
other perfons of diftin&ion, feldom failed to
give their attendance; and though the fubfcrip-
tions from the Lodges were at this time incon-
fiderable, the Society was enabled to relieve
many worthy objects with fmall fums. Asan
encouragement to Gentlemen to accept the office
of Steward, it was ordered that in future each
Steward fhould have the privilege of nominating:
his fucceflor at every fubfequent Grand Feaft.
The

— s -
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The moft remarkable event of Lord Lovel’s
_ adminiftration was the initiation of his Royal
Highne(s Francis Duke of Lorraine, Grand
" Duke of Tufcany, and afterwards Emperor of
Germany. By virtue of a deputation from his
Lordfhip a Lodge was held at the Hague, where
his Highnefs was received into the two firft
Degrees of Mafonry.. At this Lodge Philip
Stanhope, Earl of Chefterficld, then Lord Am-
baffador, prefided ; .—— Strickland, Efq; aed
as Deputy, and Mr. Benjamin Hadley with a
Dutch Brother as Wardens. His Highnefs
coming to England the fame year, was advanced
to the third Degree at an occafional Lodge con-
vened for the purpofe at Houghton Hall in Nor-
folk,-the feat of Sir Robert Walpole ; as was
alfo Thomas Pelham Duke of Newcaftle.

" The Society being now in avery flourithing
ftite, deputations were granted from England,
for eftablifhing Lodges in Ruffia, and in Spain.

- Lord Vifcount Montagu was inftalled Grand
Matfter at an Affembly and Feaft at Merchant
Taylors’ Hall on the 1gth of April 1732.
Among the diftinguithed perfonages prefent on:
that occafion were, the Duke of Montagu, the
Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Strathmore,
' Lord
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Lord Colerane, Lord Teynham, and Lord Car-
penter ; Sir Francis Drake Baronet ; Sir Wil-
liam Keith Baronet, and above. four hundred
other Brethren. At this meeting it was firft
propofed to have a country feaft, and a mation
being made and agreed to that the Brethren
fhould dine together at Hampftead on the 24th
of June, preparations were made accordingly,
and cards of invitation fent to feveral of the
Nobility. On the day appointed, the Grand-
Mafter and his Officers, the Duke of Norfolk,
the Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Strathmore,
Lord Carpenter, Lord Teynham, and above a
hundred Brethren, met at the Spikes at Hamp--
ftead, where an elegant dinner was provided.
Soon after dinner, the Grand Mafter refigned the
Chair to Lord Teynham, and from that time
till the expiration of his office never attended
another meeting of the Society. His Lordfhip
granted a Deputation for conflituting a Lodge
at Valenciennes in French Flanders, and ano-
ther for opening a new Lodge at the Hotel de
Bufly in Paris. Several other Lodges were alfo
conftituted under his Lordfhip’s aufpices; but
the Society were particularly indebted at this
time to Thomas Batfon, Efq; the Deputy Grand
Matfter,
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Mafter, who was very attentive to the duties of
his office, and carefully fuperintended the go-
vernment of the Craft. '

The Earl of Strathmore fucceeded Lord Mon-
‘tague in the office of Grand Mafter, and being
in Scotland at the time, was inftalled by proxy
at an Affembly at Mercers’ Hall on the 7th of
June 1733.  On the 13th of December a Grand
Lodge was held at the Devil Tavern, at which
his Lordfhip and his Officers, the Earl of Craw-
ford, Sir Robert Manfel, a number of Paft
Grand Officers, and the Mafters and Wardens
of fifty-three Lodges, were prefent. Several re-
gulations were agreed to at this meeting refpect-
ing the Committee of Charity ; and among other
matters it was determined, that all complaints
in future to be brought before the Grand Lodge,
fhould be previoufly examined in the Com-
mittee, and from thence referred to the Commu-
nication. ’

The hiftory of the Society at this period
affords no remarkable incident to'record. Some
confiderable donations were colle&ted and diftri-
* buted among diftrefled mafons, to encourage the
fettlement of a new Colony which had been
juft eftablithed at Georgia in America. Lord

N Strathmore
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Strathmore {hewed every attention to the dutles '

of his office; he regularly attended all the meet-
~ ings of the Grand Loodge : under his aufpices the
Society flourifhed both at home and abroad, and
feveral genteel . prefents were received from the
Eaft Indies. Eleven German mafons applied for
authority to open a new Lodge at Hamburgh
under the patronage of the Grand Lodge of
" England, for which purpofe his Lordfhip was
pleafed to grant a deputation; and foon -after
feveral other Lodges were conftituted in Holland
. under the Englith banner.

The Earl of Strathmore was fucceeded by the
Earl of Crawford, who was inftalled at Mercers’
Hall on the 30th of March 1734. Public affairs
attraing his Lordfhip’s attention, the Commu-

nications'during his adminiftration were much

neglefted ; after eleven months vacation, how-
ever, a Grand Lodge was convened, at which
his Lordfhip attended and apologized for his

long abfence ; and to atone for his paft omiffion, -

two Communications were held in little more
than fix weeks. The Duke of Richmond, the
Duke of Buccleugh, the Earl of Balcarras, Lord
‘Weymouth, and many other eminent perfons

' honoured
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honoured the Grand Lodge with their company
during the Earl of Crawford’s prefidency.

The moft remarkable proceedings of the So-
ciety about this time related to:a new Ediion of
. the Book of Conftitutions, which Brother James
Anderfon was ordered to prepare for the prefs ;
and-which made its appearance in January 1738,
confMerably enlarged and improved.

Among the new regulations which took place
in the Society under the adminiftration of Lord . .
Crawford was the following, That if any Lodge
within the Bills of Mortality-fhall ceafe'to meet
for twelve calendar months, the faid Lodge fhall
be erafed out of the Lift of Lodges, and if re-
inftated fhall lofe its former rank. Some
-additional privileges were granted to the Stew-
-ards, in confequence of an application for that
-purpofe ; and to encourage Gentlemen to ferve
the office, it was agreed, that in future all the
Grand Officers, the Grand Mafter only excepted,
fhall be eleted out of that body. A few refo-
lutions alfo pafled réfpeting illegal conventions
of mafons, at which it was reported many per-
fons had been initiated into Mafonry on fmall
and unworthy confiderations,

’ N2 The
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The Earl of Crawford feems to have made
the firft encroachment on the jurifdiGtion of the
Grand Lodge of mafons in the city of York, by
conftituting two Lodges within their diftrict,
and by granting, without their confent, three
Deputations, one for Lancathire, a fecond for
Durham, and a third for Northumberland. This
circumftance the Grand Lodge at York at that
time highly refented, and ever after feem to have
viewed the Grand Lodge at London with a jea~
lous eye. All friendly intercourfe was ftopt,
and the York Mafons from that moment con-
. fidered their interefts as diftin& from that of the
- mafons under the Grand Lodge at London*.

Lord Weymouth fucceeded the Earl of Craw-
ford, and was inftalled at Mercers’ Hall on the
17th

* In confirmation of the above fa&t I fhall here infert a para-
graph copied from the Book of Confitutions, publithed in 1738.
After inferting a lift of Provincial Grand Mafters appoisted for
different places abroad, it is thus exprefled, ¢ All thefe foreign
¢ Lodges are under the Patronage of our Grani Mafter of England 5
¢¢ but the old Lodge at York city, and the Lodges of Scotland,
“¢¢ Ireland, France, and Italy, affeting Independency, are under
¢ their own Grand Mafters; though they have the fame confti-
"¢ tutions, charges, regulations, &c. for fubftance, with their
¢ Brethren of England, and are equally zealous for the Auguftan

¢¢ Stile, and the fecrets of the antient and honourable fratere
¢¢ gity,” Book of Conftitugions 5738, p.195.

— P T~ e m— =
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x7th of April 1735, in the prefence of the Duke
of Richmond, the Duke of Athol, the Earl of
Crawford, the Earl of Winchelfea, the Earl of
Balcarras, the Earl of Wemyfs, the Earl ot Lou- -
don, the Marquis of Beaumont, Lord Cathcart,
Lord Vere Bertie, Sir Cecil Wray Baronet, Sir
Edward Manfel - Baronet, and a fplendid com-
pany of other Brethren. Several Lodges were
conftituted during Lord Weymouth’s prefidency;
- and, among the reft, the Stewards’ Lodge. His
Lordfhip granted a Deputation to hold a Lodge
at the feat of the Duke of Richmond at Aubigny
in France. Under his patronage 2 new Lodge
. was alfo opened at Lifbon, and another at Savan-
nah in Georgia. Provincial patents were like-
wife iffued for South America, and for Gambay
in Weft Africa. '
"~ Lord Weymouth while he was in office never
honoured any of the Communications with his
prefence ; but this omiffion was lefs noticed, on
account of the vigilance and attention of his
Lordfhip’s’ Deputy, John Ward, Efq; after-
wards Lord Vifcount Dudley and Ward, who
applied with the utmoft anxiety to every bufinefs
which concerned the intereft and well-being of
the Society. -
* . N3 Qgne



270 ILLUSTRATIONS

One circumftance accurred while Lord Wey-
mourh was Grand Mafter, of which it may be
neceflary to take notice. The twelve Stewards,
with Sir Robert Lawley, Mafter of the Stewards’
Lodge at their head, appeared for the firft time
in their new badges at a Grand Lodge held at
the Devil Tavern on the 11th of December
1735. On this occafion they were not per-

~mitted to vote as individuals ; but it being
afterwards propofed that they fhould enjoy this
privilege, and that the Stewards’ Ladge fhould
in future be reprefented in Grand Lodge by
-twelve members, many Lodges objefted to
this meafure as an encroachment on the privi-
leges of every other Ledge under the conftitu.
tion. When the motion was put up for confirmae
tion, fuch a difturbance enfued, that the Grand
Lodge was obliged to be clofed, before the fenti-
ments of the Brethren could be collefed on the
fubject.  Of late years this punélilio has been
waved, and the twelve Stewards are now pers
mitted to vote in every Confmunication as indi-
viduals®, ' |

) The

® It was not till the year 1770 that this privilege was wac-
ranted ; when, at a Grand Lodge, on the 7th of February, at the
Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, the following refolu- .
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The Earl of Loudon fucceeded Lord Wey-
mouth, and was inftalled Grand Mafter at Fifh-
mongers’ Hall on the 15th of April 1736. The

' Duke

tion paffed:  As the right of the Members of the Stewards®
¢ Lodge in general to attend the Comm:ttee of Charity,
¢¢ appears doubtful, no mention of fuch right being made
“in the laws of the Socicty, the Grand Lodge are of
*“ opinion, That they bave no general right to attend; but it is
¢ hereby refol.ed, that the Stewards’ Lodge be allowed the pri-
¢ vilege of fending a number of Brethren, equal to any other
¢ four Lodges, to every future Committee of Charity; and that,
¢ as the Mafter of each private Lodge only has a right to attend,
¢ to make a proper diftin@ion between the Stewards’ Lodge and
¢¢ the other Lodges, that the Mafter and three other Members of
¢¢ that Lodge be permitted to attend at every fucceeding Com-
¢ mitteee on behalf of the faid Lodge.”” The Stewards in con-
fequence of this refolution feem to have claimed a fuperiority
which the Conftitutions would not juttify, and which met with
a warm oppofition from feveral Lodges, In the records of the
Lodge of Antiquity is entered the following minute, 17752
¢ It having been rcported to this Lodge, that a Member of the
Stewards’ Lodge had threatened to enter a complaint againft the
Mafter of a Lodge at Paddington, for having paid the ufual com=
pliment to the Mafter of this Lodge, on a vifit, in preference to
2 Member of the Stewards’ Lodge; Refolved, That no Lodge,
or Member of a Lodge under the Conftitution of England, thal
take precedence of the Mafter of this Lodge; and that a Letter
be immediately tranfmitted to the Mafter of the Lodge at Pade
dington, thanking him for the refpet thewn to the Mafter of the
oldeft Lodge, and promifing to defend him and his Lodge againft
the (aid Complaint.” The complaint was never brought before
€he Socicty, and the matter dropt of courfe, .

Ny
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Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Albemarle, the”

Earl of Crawford, Lord Harcourt, Lord Erfkine,
Lord Southwell, Mr. Anftis Garter King at
‘Arms, Mr. Brady Lion King at Arms, and a
numerous company of Brethren, were prefent on
the occafion.  His Lordfhip conftituted feveral
Lodges, and granted three Provincial Deputa-
tions, during his prefidency, viz. one for New
England, another for South Carolina, and 2
third for Cape Coaft Caftle in Africa.

The Earl of Darnley was™ eleted Grand
Mafter, and duly invefted, &c. at Fithmongers’

“Hall on the 28th of April 1737, in the prefence

of the Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Craw-
ford, the Earl of Wemyfs, Lord Grey, and many
other refpe&table Brethren. The moft remark-
able event of his Lordfhip’s adminiftration, was
the initiation of his late Royal Highnefs Frede-
rick Prince of Wales, his prefent Majefty’s
father, atan occafional Lodge convened for that
purpofe at the Palace of Kew, over which Dr,
Defaguliers prefided as Mafter. * Lord Balti-
more, Col. Lumley, the Hon. Major Madden,
and feveral other Brethren were prefent. His

- Royal Highnefs was advanced to the fecond de-

gree at the fame Lodge ; and at another Lodge
convened

-
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convened at the fame place foon after, was raifed
" to the degree of a Mafter-mafon.

There cannot be a better proof of the flourifh~
ing ftate of the Society at this time, than by
adverting to the refpe&able appearance of the
Brethren in. Grand Lodge,. at which the Grand
Mafter never failed to give his attendance : Up-
" wards of fixty Lodges were reprefented at every
Comrhunication. during Lord Darnley’s admi-
niftration, and more Provincial Grand Mafters: .
were appointed by his Lordfhipy than by any
preceding Grand Mafter. Deputations were
granted for Montferrat, Geneva, the Circle of
Ubpper Saxony, the coaft of Africa, New. York,,
and the Hlands of America*..

The Marquis of Carnarvon, afterwards Duke:
of Chandois,. fucceeded Lord Darnley in the
office of Grand Mafter, and was duly invefted
and congratulated at an Aﬂ'embly and Feaft held

att

# At this time the ‘authority granted by patent to a Provincial
Grand Mafter was limited to one year from his firft public ap~
pearance in that charafter within his province; and if, at.the
expiration of that period, a new Elc¢tion by, the Lodges under
his jurifdition did not take place, fubjec to the approbation of

the Grand Mafter, the patent was no longer valid, Hence we:
find in the courfe of a few years different appomtments to the:

fame ftation,
N. 5;
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‘at Fithmongers’ Hall on the 27th of April 1738.
At this Affembly, the Duke of Richmond, the
Earl of Inchiquin, the Earl of Loudon, the Earl
of Kintore, Lord Colerane, Lord Grey, and a

numerous company of other Brethren were pre- -

fent. The Marquis fhewed every attention to
the Society during his prefidency, and in tefti-
mony of his efteem prefented to the Grand
Lodge a'gold Jewel for the ufe of the Secretary :
the device, two crofs pens in a knot ; the knot
and points of the pens being curioufly enamelled.
Two Deputations for the office of Provincial
Grand Mafter were granted by his Lordfhip,
one for the Caribbee Iflands, and the other for
"the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire. The latter ap-
pointment was confidered as another encroach-
ment on the jurifdi®ion of the Grand Lodge at
York, and confiderably widened the breach be-
tween the Brethren in the North and the South
of England ; fo that fince that circumftance all
correfpondence between the two Grand Lodges
- have ceafed.

No remarkable occurrence is recorded to have
happened during the adminiftration of the Mar-
quis of Carnarvon. A plan was laid before the
Grand Lodge for apportioning part of the Cha-

rity

R
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rity to place out the fons of Mafons apprentices,
and after a long debate rejeted. Some difagree-
able altercations arifing in the Society about this
period, 2 number of diffatisfied brethren withs
drew themlelves from their Lodges, and held
meetings- in different places for the initiation of
perfons into Mafonry, contrary te the laws of
the Grand Lodge. 1n confequence of the breach
which had been made in the friendly mtercourfe
" between the Grand Lodges of London and York,
thefe diffatisfied brethren, on being cenfured for
their condu&, immediately aflumed, without
any legal authority, the charalter of York Ma-
fons. Certain meafures being adopted to check
their progrefs, they made no confiderable addi-
tions to their numbers for fome  time ; till, taking
advantage of a general murmur which had fpread
abroad among the Lodges in London, on account
of fome innovations that had been lately intro-
* duced, and which feemed to authorife an omiffion
of, and a variation in, certain antient ceremo-
- nies, they again became objeéls of attention.
This imprudent meafure of the regular Lodges
offended many of the old Mafons ; but through
the mediation of John Ward, Efq; afterwards
Lord Vifcount Dudley and Ward, matters were
N6 in
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in fome meafure accommodated, and- the Bre-

- thren feemingly reconciled. This however was
only a temporary fufpenfion of hottilities, for the
flame broke out again foon after, and gave rife to
future commotidns, which have ever fince inter-
rupted the peace of the Society.

Lord Raymond fuceeeded the Marqms of
Carnarvon in May 1739, and the Lodges under:
his Lordfhip’s aufpices were numerous and re-
fpe&table. Notwithftanding the flourithing ftate:
of the Society, irregularities continued to pre-
vail, and feveral worthy Brethren, who could:
not be reconciled to the encroachments which:
bad been made on the eftablithed fyftem of
Mafonry, were much difgufted at the impru-
dent pracecdings of the regular Lodges. Com-
plaints were preferred at every fucceeding Com--
mittee, and the Communications were fully
employed in adjufting differences and reconciling:
animofities. Seceflions at Jength daily taking
place, it became neceflary to pafs cenfure on a’
few individuals, and to enact laws to difcourage
irregular affociations of the fraternity. The
power of the Grand Lodge was now called in
queftion; and in oppofition to the laws which
bad been eftablithed in that Aflembly, feveral
. Brethren
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Brethren met in Lodges without any legal war-

~ rant, and initiated perfons into Mafonry on

fmall and unworthy confiderations. ~To difap-

- point the views of thefe irregular Mafons, and to

diftinguith the perfons thus received by them
into Mafonry, the Grand Lodge filently ac-
quiefced in the imprudent meafures which the

~regular mafons had adopted, meafures which even

the urgency of the cafe could not warrant. This
had the intended effe@, but gave rife to a new
fubterfuge. The Brethren who had feceded
from the regular Lodges immediately announced
independency, and afluming the appellation of
antient mafons, propagated an opinion that the

-antient tenets and practices of Mafonry were

preferved by them, while the regular Lodges .

" had adopted new plans, and being compofed of

modern mafons, were new to be confidered as
ating under a new eftablithment. To coun-
teract the refolutions of the Grand Lodge, a
new. Grand Lodge was inftituted in London,
under whofe aflumed banner feveral Lodges were-

. conftituted. A civil rebellion enfued, and yp-

der the feigned name of the Antient York
Conftitution thefe Lodges daily increafed, and
manj gentlemen of reputation were introduced

' among
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among them. Without any authority from the
Grand Lodge at York, or from any other efta
blithed mafonic power, thefe irregular Brethren
formed Committees, held communications, ap«
pointed annual feafts; and under the falfe
appellation of the York banner, gained the
countenance of the Scotch and Irifh mafons,
who readily joined in condemning the meafures
of the Lodges in London, which they infifted
tended in their opinion to introduce novelties
and to fubvert the original plan of the Society.
The irregular mafons of London having thus
acquired an eftablithment, noblemen. of both
kingdoms honoured them with their patronage
for fome time, and not a few refpectable names
and Lodges were added to their Lift. - Of late
years however the fallacy being detected, they
have not been fo fuccefsful ; many of their beft
members have deferted them, and a number of
their Lodges have renounced their banner, and
come under the patronage of'the Grand Lodge
of England.

During the prefidency of Lord Raymond no
confiderable addition was made to the Lift of
Lodges, and the communications were feldom
honoured with the company of the nobility. -

: -His
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His Lordfhip granted only one Deputation for
a Provincial Grand Mafter, viz. for Savoy and
Piedmont.

The Earl of Kintore fucceeded J.ord Ray-
mond in April 1740; and, in imitation of his
predeceflor, continued to difcourage irregula-
rities. His Lordfhip appointed feveral Provin-
cials ; in particular, one for Ruffia ; another for -
Hamburgh and the Circle of Lower Saxony ; a
third for the Weft Riding of York, in the room
of William Horton, Efq; deceafed ; and a fourth
for the ifland of Barbadoes.

The Earl of Morton was eleCted on the 1gth
of March following, and inftalled the 'fame day
at Haberdafhers’ Hall, with great folemnity, in
prefence of a very refpeCtable company of the
nobility, foreign ambafladors, and others.
Several feafonable laws were pafled during his
Lordfhip’s mafterfhip, and fome regulations made
concerning proceflions and other ceremonies;
His Lordfhip prefented a flaff of office to the
Treafurer, of neat workmanthip, blue and tipt
with gold ; and the Grand Lodge refolved, that
this officer fhould be annually eleted, and, with
the Secretary and Sword-bearer, be confidered
in future as a member of the Gramd Lodge:

: A large



280 ILLUSTRATIONS

A large cornelian feal, with the arms of Maw
fonry, fet in gold, was prefented to the Society,
at this time, by Brother Vaughan, the Senior
Grand Warden. . William Vaughan, Efg; was
appointed by his Lordfhip Provincial Grand
Mafter for North Wales..

Lord Ward fucceeded the Earl of Morton in
April 1742. His Lordfhip was well acquainted
with the nature and: government of the Society,

- having ferved every office, even from the Secre«
. tary in a private lodge to that of Grand Mafter.
His Lordfhip loft no time in applying the moft
effeCtual remedies to reconcile the animofities.
which- had- prevailed; he recommended to his
officers vigilance and care in their different de-
-partments ; and, by his own.condud, fet a noble:
example how the dignity of the Society ought to
be fupported. Many Lodges which.were ina
declining ftate, by his advice coalefced with
others in like circumflances ; fome,.whiéh had
" been negligent in their attendance on the com-
munications,, after proper. admonitions were
reftored to favour; and others;, which perfe-
vered in their contumacy, were erafed out of
the lift. Thus his Lordfhip manifefted his
regard. for the interefts of the Society, while
his.
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his lenity and forbearance were umverfally
admired. :
- The unanimity and harmony of the Lodges
feemed thus to be reftored under his Lordfhip’s
adminiftration. The free-mafons at Antigua

* built a large hall in that ifland for their meet-

ings, and applied to the Grand Lodge for liberiy
to be ftyled the Great Lodge of St. John’s in

: Antxgua This favour was granted to them in

April 1744. .
.Lord Ward c¢ontinued two years at the head of

the fraternity, during which time he conftituted

‘many new Lodges, and appointed feveral Pro-

vincial Grand Mafters, viz. one for Lancafter,
one for North America, and three for the ifland
of Jamaica. He was fucceeded by the Earl of
Strathmore, during whofe adminiftration, being
abfent the whole time, the care and manage-
ment of the Society devolved on the other
Grand Officers, who carefully ftudied the gene-
ral good of the fraternity. His Lordfhip ap-

" pointed a Provincial Grand Matfter for the ifland

of Bermudas. .
Lord Cranftoun was ele@ed Grand Mafter

in April 1745, and prefided over the fraternity

with great reputation two years, Under his
aufpices”
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aufpices Mafonry flourifhed, feveral new Lodges
were conftituted, and one Provincial Grand
Mafter was appointed for Cape Breton and
Louifbourg. By a refolution of the Grand
Lodge at this time it was ordered, that public
proceflions on feaft-days fhould be difcontinued.
This refolution was occafioned by fome mock
proceflions, which a few difgufted brethren had
fermed, in order to .ridicule thofe public ap-
pearances.

Lord Byron fucceeded Lord Cranftoun, and
was inftalled at Drapers’ Hall on the 3oth of
April 1747. The laws of the Committee of
- Charity were, by his Lordfhip’s order, infpeted,
printed, and diftributed among the Lodges. A
handfome contribution to the ‘General Charity
was fent from the Lodge at Gibraltar; and
during five years that his Lordfhip prefided over
the fraternity, no diligence was fpared to pre-
ferve the privileges of Mafonry inviolable, to
redrefs grievances, and to relieve diftrefs,. When
bufinefs required his Lordfhip’s attendance in
the country, Fotherley Baker, Efq; his Deputy,
and Secretary Revis, were particularly attentive
to the bufinefs of the Society. The former
was diftinguifhed by his knowledge of the laws

and.
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and regulations, the latter by his long and
faithful fervices. Such was the influence of
Mafonry under the aufpices of Lord Byron,
that Provincial Patents were iffued for Den-
mark and Norway, Penfylvania, Minorca, and
New York. » ‘

On the 20th of March 1752, Lord Carysfort

accepted the office of Grand Mafter, “The = .

good effe&s of his Lordfhip’s application te the
real interefts of the fraternity foon became vifi-
ble, by the great increafe of the public fund,
No Grand Officer ever took more pains to pre-
ferve, or was more attentive to recommend, order
and decorum. He was ready, on all occafions,
to vifit the Lodges in perfon, and to promote
harmony among the members, Dr.Manning-
ham, his Deputy, was no lefs vigilant in the
execution of his duty. He conftantly vifited
the Lodges in his Lordfhip’s abfence, and ufed
every endeavour to cement union among the
brethren. The whole proceedings of this altive
officer were conduéted with fuch prudence, that
his candor and affability gained him univerfal
efteem. The Grand Mafter’s attachment to the
Society was fo_obvious, that the Brethren, in
teftimony of their gratitude. for his Lordfhip’s
. - great
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great fervices, re-eleted him on the 3d of April
1753. During the prefidency of his Lordfhip,
Provincial patents were iffued for Gibraltar, the
Bahama Iflands, New York, Guernfey, Jerfey,
Alderney, Sark and Man; alfo for Cornwall,
and the counties of Worcefter, Gloucefter, Salop,,
Monmouth, and Hereford.

The Marquis of Carnarvon (now Duke of
Chandos) fucceeded Lord Carysfort in March
1754. He began his' adminiftration by order-
ing the Book of Conftitutions to be reprinted,
under the infpection of a committee, confifting
of the Prefent Grand Officers; and of George
Payne, Efq; the Earl of Loudon, the Duke of
Chandos, Lord Ward, Lord Carysfort, - ‘late
Grand Mafters; Sir Robert Lawley, Bart. and
Edward Hody, Efq; late D. G. Mafters; Thomas
Smith, Efq; late J. G, W.; the Rev. John
Entick,. Arthur Beardmore, and Edward Bow-
man, Gents. ‘The Grand Mafter’s zeal and
attention to the true interefts of the Society were
fhewn on every occafion. He prefented to the
Grand Lodge, a large filver Jewel, gilt, for the
ufe of the Treafurer, being crofs keys in a knot,
enamelled with blue; and gave feveral other
proofs of his attachment,

' Soen
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Soon after the eleion of the Marquis of
Carnarvon, the Grand Lodge took into confi-
deration a complaint againft certain brethren
for forming and aflembling, without any legal

. authority, under the denomination of antient

mafons ; who, as fuch, confidered themfelves in-
dependent of the Society, and not fubject to the
laws of any Grand Lodge, or to the controul of
any Grand Mafter. Dr. Manningham, the
Deputy Grand Mafter, pointed out the neceflity
of difcouraging their meetings, as being not only
contrary to the original laws of the Society, but
openly fubverfive of the allegiance due to every
Grand Mafter. He obferved, that fuch irregular

‘meetings tended to introduce among the Craft

the novelties and conceits of opinionative per-
fons, and to raife a belief that there have been
other Societies of Mafons more antient than
that of this honourable Society. On this re-
prefentation the Grand Lodge refolved, that the
meeting of any brethren under the denomination
of Mafons, other than as Brethren of the antient
and honourable Society of Free and Accepted
Mafons eftablithed upon the univerfal fyftem, is
inconfiftent with the honour and intereft of the
Craft, and a high infult on every Grand Mafter

©  and
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and the whole body of Mafons. In confequence
of this refolution, fourteen Brethren, who were
members of a Lodge held at the Ben Johnfon’s
Head in Pelham-Street Spitalfields, were ex-
pelled the Society, and that Lodge ordered to
be erafed out of the Lift.

No preceding Grand IMafter ever granted
‘more Provincial Deputations than the Marquis
of Carnarvon ; in lefs than two years the fol-
lowing patents wereiffued ; 1. for South Caro-
lina; 2. for South Wales; 3. for Antigua;
4. for all North America where no former Pro-
vincial was appointed ; 5. for Barbadoes, and
all other his Majefty’s iflands to the windward
of Guadaloupe; 6. for St. Euftatius, Cuba, and
St. Martin’s, Dutch Caribbee Iflands in America;
7. for Scilly and the adjacent Iflands; 8. for all
his Majefty’s dominions in Germany, with a
power to chufe their Succeflors ; and g. for the
County Palatine of Chefter, and the City and
County of Chefter. The greater part of thefe
appointments appear to have been mere honorary
grants in favour of individuals, as none of them
‘were ever attended with much advantage to the
Society. '

The
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The Marquis of Carnarvon continued to pre~
~ fide over the fraternity till the 18th of May 1757,
when he was.fucceeded by Lord Aberdour;
during whofe Mafterfhip the Grand Lodge vated,
among other charities, the fum of fifty pounds
to be fent to Germany, to be diftributed among
-~ fuch of the Soldiers as were mafons in Prince Fer-
dinand’s army, whether Englifh, Hanoverians,
or Heffians. This fum was foon after remitted
- to General Kingfley for the intended purpofe. -

Such was the ftate of Mafonry during the
reign of George II.- On the 5th of Otteber
1760, his Majefty, being fuddenly feized at . his
palace at Kenfington, by a violent diforder, fell
down fpeechlefs, and notwithftanding every en-
" deavour to éffect his recovery, foon expired, in
- the 77th year of his age, and the 34th of his
reign. It may be truly faid that this period
was the golden zra of Mafonry in England ;
the fciences were cultivated and improved, the
royal Art diligently propagated, and true archi-
teCture clearly underfltood ; the fraternity were
honoured and efteemed, Lodges were patronifed -
by exalted characters; and charity, humanity,

and benevolence were the diftinguifhing charac-
 teriftics of mafons.

SECT,
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SECT. IX.

Hiftory of Mafonry in the South of England-from the -
Aeceffion of George I11. 20 the end of the yoar 1779.

N the 6th of O&ober 1760, his prefent
Majefty George I11. was proclaimed King
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, &c.
No prince ever afcended the throne, whofe pri-
vate virtues and amiable charalter had fo juftly
endeared him to his people. To fee a native of
England the fovereign of thefe realms, afforded
the moft glorious profpe of fixing our happy
conflitution in church and ftate on the firmeft
bafe. Under fuch a patron the polite arts could
not fail of meeting with every encouragement ;'
and to the honour of his Majefty it is to be
obferved that, fince his acceffion to the throne,
by his royal munificence no pains have been
- fpared to explore diftant regions in purfuit of
ufeful kriowledge, and to diffufe fcience through-
out every part of his dominions.

Mafonry flourifhed both at home and abroad
at this period under the Englifh Conttitution,
and Lord Aberdour continued at the head of the
fraternity five years, during which time the

public
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public feftivals and Quarterly Communications
were regularly held. His Lordfhip equalled any
of his predeceflors in the number -of his ap-
pointments to the office of  Provincial Grand
Mafter. He granted the following deputations ;
1. for Antigua and the Leeward Caribbee
Iflands ; 2. for the town of Norwich and county
- of Norfolk ; 3. for the Bahama Iflands, in the
room of the Governor deceafed ; 4. for Ham-
burgh and Lower Saxony ; 5. for Guadaloupe ;
6. for Lancafter; 7. for the province of Georgia;
8. for Canada; g. for Andalufia, and- places
adjacent; r10. for Bermuda; 11. for Carolina ;
12. for Mufqueto Shore ; and 13. for Eaft India.
The fecond of thefe appointments, viz. for Nor-
wich, is the only one by which the Society has
been much benefited. By the diligence and
attention of the late Edward Bacon, Efg;. to
whom the patent was firft granted, the Lodges in
Norwich and Norfolk confiderably increafed,and
Mafonry was regularly condufted in that pro-
vince under his infpection for many years.

Lord Aberdour held the office of Grand Mafter
till the 3d of May 1762, when he was fucceeded
by Earl Ferrers, durixig whofc preﬁdeﬁcy- no-

thing remarkable occurred.  The Society feems
’ o now
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now ‘to have loft much of its confequence ; the
General Aflemblies and Communications not
having been honoured with the prefence of the
nobility as formerly, and many Lodges erafed
out of the Lift for non-attendance on the
duties of the Grand Lodge: by the diligence
-and attention, however, of the late General
John Salter, then Deputy Grand Mafter,
the bufinefs of the Society was carried on
with regularity, and the fund of charity
increafed. Provincial patents ;were made out
during Lord Ferrers's prefidency ; 1. for Jamaica;
2. for Eaft India, where no particular Provincial
was before appointed ; 3. for Cornwall ; 4. for
Armenia; 5. for Weftphalia; 6. for Bombay 3
4. for the Dukedom of Brunfwick; 8. for the
Grenades, St. Vincent, Dominica, Tobago, &c. ;
and g. for Canada. From thefe appointments
o confiderable emoluments have refulted to the
Society, excepting from the third and fixth ;
George Bell‘for Cornwall ; and James Todd for
Bombay. Both thefe Gentlemen have been
particularly attentive to the duties of their re-
fpetive offices, efpecially the former, to whom
the Society is in a great meafure indebted for the
prefent flourifhing ftate of Mafonry in Cornwall.

: ‘ : On

C o e —
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On the 8th of May 1764, Lord Blaney was
elefted Grand Matter, at an Affembly and Feaft
at Vintners’ Hall. His Lordthip not being pre-
fent, Lord Ferrers invefted John Revis, Efq; .
late Deputy Grand Mafter, as his Lordfhip’s
Proxy. His Lordfhip continued in office two
years, during which time, being chiefly in Ire-
land, the bufinefs of the Socicty was faithfully

“executed by his Deputy, General Salter, an active
and vigilant officer. The fcheme of opening a
fubfcription for the purchafe of furniture for the
Grand Lodge was agitated about this time, and
fome money colleted for that purpofe ; but the
defign was afterwards dropt for want of proper
encouragement. A new Edition of the Book of
Conftitutions was ordered to be printed under
the infpe&tion of a Committee, with a continua-
tion of the proceedings of the Society fince the
publication of the laft Edition.

The moft remarkable event of Lord Blaney’s

prefidency, was the initiation of their Royal
Highnefles the Dukes of Gloucefter and Cum-
berland ; the former at an occafional Lodge
aflembled at the Horn Tavern Weftminfter on
the 16th of February 1766, at which his Lord-
thip prefided in perfon ; the latter, at an occa-

O2 fional
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fional Lodge affembled at the Thatched Houfe
‘Tavern in St. James’s-Street under the direction
of General Salter.

‘The following Deputations for the office of
Provincial Grand Mafter were granted by Lord
Blaney ; 1. for Barbadoes; 2. for Upper Saxony ;
3. for Stockholm ; 4. for Virginia; s. for Ben-
gal; 6. for Italy; 7. for the Upper and Lower
Rhine, and the Circle of Franconia; 8. for
Antigua; 9. for the EleCtorate of Saxony ;
30. for Madras, and its dependencies ; 11. for
Hampthire ; and 12. for Montferrat. The fifth
and eleventh of thefe appointments have been
fafthfuily executed, By the indefatigable affi-
duity of that truly mafonic luminary, Thomas
Dunckerley, Efq; in whofe favour the appoint-
ment for Hampthire was firft made out, Mafonry
has made confiderable progrefs, not only within
that province, but in many other counties in
England. The revival of the Bengal appoint-
ment has allo been attended with great fuccefs,
as the late liberal remittances from the Eaft
Indies amply fhew.

Among feveral regulations refpe@ing the fees
of Conttitutions, and other matters, which
pafled during Lord Blaney’s adminiftration, was

“the
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the following ; That as the Grand Lodge énter--
tained the higheft fenfe of the honour conferred
on the Society by the initiation of their Royal
Highnefles the Dukes of York, Gloucefter, and
Cumberland ; it was refolved that each of their
Royal Highnefles thould be prefented ‘with an
Apron, lined with blue filk ; s and that, in all
future proceffions, they fhould rank as Paft
Grand Mafters, next to the Grand Officers for
- the time being.

TheDuke of Beaufort fucceeded Lord Blaney,
and was inftalled by proxy at Merchant Taylors’
Hall on the 27th of April 1767, and Mafonry
flourifhed under his Grace’s patronage.

In the beginning of 1768, two letters were
received from the Grand Lodge of France, ex-
prefling a defire of opening a regular corre-
fpondence with the Grand Lodge of England.
This was cheerfully.agreed to; and a2 Book of
Conftitutions, a Lift of the Lodges under the
Conttitution of England, with the form of a
“Deputation, elegantly bound, were ordered to
be fent as a prefent to the Grand Lodge of
France.

Several regulations for the future government
of the Socxety were made about this time, parti-

O3 cularly
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eularly one refpecting the office of Provincial

Grand Mafter. At 2 Grand Lodge held at the
Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, on
the 29th of April 1768, it was refolved that
Ten Guineag fhould be paid to the fund of
Charity on the appointment of every Provincial
Grand Mafter who had not ferved the office of
Steward. '

‘The moft remarkable occurrence during the
adminiftration of the Duke of Beaufort, was the
plan of an Incorporation by royal'Charter. At
a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and Anchor
“Tavern on the 28th of O&ober 1768, a report
was made from the Committec of Charity held
on the 21ft of that'month at the Horn Tavern
in Fleet-Street, of the Grand Mafter’s intentions
to have the Society incorporated, if it met with

 the approbation of the Brethren ; the advantages
of fuch a meafure were fully explained, and a

plan for that purpofe was fubmitted to the con-

fideratior of* the Committce. The plan being

approved, the Thanks of the Grand Lodge were

voted to the Grand Mafter, for his attention to

the interefts and profperity of the Society. . The

-Hon. Charles Dillon, the Deputy Grand Mafter,
then in the Chair, informed the Brethicn, that

. he

e -
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he had fubmitted to the Committee a plan for
raifing a fund to build a hall, and purchafe
jewels, furniture, &c. for the Grand Lodge,
independent of the General Fund of Chanty 3
the carrying of which into execution he appre-
hended would be a proper prelud& to an incor=-
poration, fhould it be the opinion of the Saciety
to have the fame effeCted by a Charter. The
plan being laid before the Communication,
feveral amendments. were made, and the whole
referred to the next Grand Lodge for confirma-
tion. Hereupon it was refolved, that the faid
plan thould be pringed, and tranfmitted to all
the Lodges on record*. The Duke of Beaufort
finding it to be the refolution of the Society to
have a charter of ‘Incorporation, ¢ontributed his
beft endeavours to carry that defign into imme~
diate execution ; and though at firft oppofed by
a few Brethren who mifconceived his Grace’s
good intentions, he firenuoufly perfevered im
promoting every meafure that might facilitate-
the plan; and a copy of the intended Charter
was

® This plan confifted chiefly of certain fees to be paid by the
Grand Officers annually, by New Lodges at their conftitution,

by Brethren at initiation into Mafonry, or on adml{ﬁqn um
Lodgesumembcra, & -

04 -
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was foon after printed, and difperfed among the

Lodges. Before the Society had come to any
determined refolution on this bufinefs, the mem-
bers of the Caledonian Lodge at the Half Moan
Tavern Cheapfide entered a Caveat in the At-
torney General’s Office againft the Incorpora-
tion ; and this circumftance being reported to
the Grand Lodge, an impeachment was laid
againft that Lodge for unwarrantably expofing
the private Refolutions of the Grand Lodge;
and it being determined that the members of the
Caledonian Ledge had been guilty of a great
offence, in prefuming to oppofe the refolutions
of the Grand Lodge, -and endeavouring to
fruftrate the intentions of the Society, a motion
was made, That the faid Lodge be erafed out of
the Lift of Lodges. . On the Mafter of the
Lodge, however, acknowledging the fault, and
publickly afking pardon in the name of himfelf
and his Lodge, the motion was withdrawn and
the offence forgiven, From the return of the
different Lodges it appeared, that one hundred
and fixty-eight had voted for the Incorporation,
and only forty-three againftit. A motion was
then made in Grand Lodge on the 28th of
April 1769, that the Society fhould be incorpo-
rated,

3

IR, _
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rated, and it was carried in the aﬂirmatwe bya
great majority.

At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and
Anchor Tavern on the 27th of O&ober 1769,
it was refolved, that the fum of 1300l. then
ftanding in the names of Rowland Barkeley, Efg;
the Grand Treafurer, and Mr. Arthur Beardmore
and Mr. Richard Nevifon his fureties, in the
Three per Cent. Bank confolidated Annuities, im
truft for the Society, be transferred inte the names.
of the prefent Grand Officers ; and at an extra—
ordinary Grand Lodge on the 2gth of November
following, the Society was informed that Mr..
Beardmore had refufed to join in the transfer ;
upon which it was refolved that letters fhould
be fent, in the name of the Socicty, ﬁgned by
the acting Grand Officers, .to Lord Blaney the
Paft Grand Mafter, and to his Deputy and
Wardens, to whom the Grand Treafurer and
his fureties had given bond, requefting their con--
currence in the refolutions of the Grand Lodge.
of the 2gth of Oc&ober laft. Mr. Beardmore,
however, dying foon after, the defire of the
Grand Ledge was complied with by Mr. Nevi~-
fon, and the transfer regularly made..

Os At
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At a Grand Lodge held at the Crown and
Anchor Tavern on the 25th of April 1770, the
Provincial Grand Mafter for foreign Lodges
acquainted the Socicty, that he had lately re-
ceived a letter from Charles Baron de Boetzelaer,
Grand Matfter of the National Grand Lodge of"
the United Provinces of Holland and their” de-
pendencies, requefting to be acknowledged as
fuch by the Grand Lodge of England, whofe
fupenonty he confeffed ; and premifing, that if
the Grand Lodge of England would agree in
- future not to conftitute any new Lodge within

his jurifdi&ion, the Grand Lodge of Holland
fhould obferve the fame reftriGtion with refpeck
to 3jl parts of the world where Lodges were al-
ready eftablithed under the patronage of England.
Upon thefe terms he requefted that a firm and
friendly alliance might be executed in form

between the Officers of both Grand Lodges, and |
that an annual correfpondence might be carried
on, and each Grand Lodge be regularly made
acquainted once in every year with the moft’
material tranfaltions of the other. On this report
- being made, the Grand Lodge refolved, that
fuch an alhance or compact be immediately en-
tered:
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od tered into, and executed agreeably to Baron de
the Boetzelaer’s requeft.
In 1771, 2 Bill was brought into Parliaments

l

ie.s by the Hon. Charles Dillon, thea Deputy Grand-
N Mafter, for incorporating the Society by ‘act of
o Parliament ; but on the fecond reading of the
. Bill, it being oppofed by Mr. Onflow, at the
. defire of feveral of the Brethren themfelves, whar

- had petitioned the Houfe againft it, Mr. Dillon.
moved to poftpone the confideration of it fine die
and thus the grand defign of an incorporations:

. fell to the ground.
The Duke of Beaufort con(htuted feverak
new Lodges, and granted the following Pro-
R vincial Deputations: 1. for Seuth Carolinas
2. Jamaica 3 3. Barbadoes; 4. Naples, and
Sicily ; 5. the Empire of Ruffia ; and 6. the
Auftrian Netherlands.. ‘Fhe increafe of foreign:
Lodges occafioned the inflitution of a new
Office, a Provineial Grand Mafter for foreign:
Lodges in general, and his Grace accordingly
nominated a gentleman for. that office.. He alfo-
appointed Provincial Grand Mafters for. Kent,,
Suffolk, Lancathire,and Cumberland.. Another
new appointment likewife took place-during his-
‘rraces adminiftration,. the. office of General:
0O 6 lnfpe&ors
x d’

Q,a
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InfpeQors or Provincial Grand Mafters for
Lodges within the Bills of Mortality ; but the
majority of the Lodges in London difapproving

of this appointment, their authonty was foom—

 after withdrawn.

Lord Petre fucceeded the Duke of Beaufort
on the 4th of May 1772, when fevgral regula-
~ tions were made for the better fecurity of the
property belonging to the Society. A confider~
able fum having been fubfc.ibed for the purpofe

of building a hall, a Committee was appointed-

to fuperintend the management of that bufinefs.
Every meafure was adopted to enforce the laws
for raifing a new fund to carry the defigns of the
Society into execution, and no pains were fpared
by the Committee to complete the purpofe of
their appointment. By their report to the Grand
Lodge on the 27th of April 1774, it appeared
that they had contralted for the purchafe of 2
plot of ground and premifes, conliting of two
large commodious dwelling houfes, and a large
garden, fituated in Great-Queen-Street, Lin-
~coln’s-Inn-Fields, late in the pofleflion of Philip
Carteret Webb, Efq; decealed, the particulars
of which were fpecified in a plan then delivered ;
that the real value appeared to be 3,2051 at the
lealt,
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leaft, but that 3,1801. was the fum contracted
to be paid for the premifes; that the front
houfe might produce gol. per annum, and the
Jback houfe would furnifh commodious Com-
mittee-rooms, offices, kitchens, &c. and that the
garden was fufficiently large to contain a coms
plete Hall for the ufe of the Socicty, the expence
of which was calculated not to exceed 30001.%
This report met with general approbation,.
Lord Petre, the Dukes of Beaufort and Chandos,
Earl Ferrers, and Lord Vifcount Dudley and
Ward, were appointed Truftees for the Society,
and the conveyance of the premifcs purchafed
was made in their names.

On the 22d of February 1775, the Hall
Comnmittee reported to the Grand Lodge, that
a plan had been propofed and approved for
raifing 5000l. to complete the defigns of the
Society,‘ by granting annuities for lives in the
following manner: That there fhall bc ene
hundred lives at 501, each ; that the whole pre-

- mifes

* Notwithftandirg this eftimate, it appears by the Grand
Treafurer’s account of Gétober 1780, that 11,1631, 8s, 5d. had
been then expended on this build ng, and that there remained
at that time a cebt due from the hali fand of 3,5831. 14s. 6d.
exciufive of ananauity cf 250l. on account of the Tontines
‘This debt we are happy to hear is now confiderably leflened,
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mifes belonging te the Society in Great-Queen-

Street, with the Hall to be built thereon, fhalk
be vefted in Truftees, as a fecurity to the Sub~
feribers, who fhall be paid 1. per cent. for their
money advanced, the whole imtereft amounting
to 2501}, per annum ; and that this intereft fhall
be divided among the Subfcribers, and the fur-
g vivors or furvivor of them ; and, upon the death
of the laft furvivor, the whole to determine for
the benefit of the Society. The Grand Lodge:
approving:the plan, the fubfcription immediately
commenced, and in lefs than three months the
whole was complete ; upon which the Truftees
of the Society conveyed the eftate to the-
Truftees of the Tontine, in purfuance of a refo-
lution of the Grand Lodge for that purpofe.
On the 1£t of May 1775, the foundation-flone-
of the new Hall was laid in folemn form,. in the
prefence of a numerous company of the Bre-.
thren.  After the ceremony, the company pro--
ceeded in carriages to Leatherfellers” Hall, where:
an elegant entertainment was provided on the:

occafien; and at this meeting the office of’

Grand Chaplain was firft inftituted.
The building of the Hall went on rapidly, and:

was finithed in little more that twelve months.
: On:
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On the 23d of May 1776, the Hall was dedi-
cated in folemn form to Mafonry, Virtue, and
Univerfal Charity and Benevolence, in the pre-
fence of 'a brilliant aflembly of Mafons. A new
Ode, written and fet to mufic on the occafion,
was performed before a number of ladies, who
honoured the Society with their company that
day. An exordium en Mafonry, not lefs ele-
gant than inftructive, was given by the Grand
Secretary, and an excellent oration delivered by
the Grand Chaplain. In commemoration of this
event, the anniverfary of this ceremony has been
regularly kept ever fince.

Thus was completed, under the au{pices of 2

" Nobleman, whofe amiable charalter as a man,

and whofe zeal as 2 mafon, may be equalled,
but cannot be furpaffed, that elegant and highly
finifhed room in Great-Queen-Street, in which
the Annual Affembly and Quarterly Communi-
cations of the fraternity are held, and to the
accomplifhment of which a number of Lodges,
as well as many private individuals, have liberally
fubfcribed. It is to be regretted, that the
finances of the Society will not admit of its
being folely reftrited to mafonic purpofes.
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The Brethren of German'y, hearing of the
flourithing ftate of the Seciety in England,
courted our friendfhip and alliance. Propofals
from the Grand Lodge at Berlin under the pa-
tronage .of the Prince of Hefle-Darmftadt, for
eftablithing a friendly union and correfpondence
with the Mafons of England, being laid
before the Grand Lodge, the fame met with
general approbation; and as a mark of tribute,
the Grand Lodge of Germany engaged to remit
an annual donation to England for the General
Charity. ‘ v

The bufinefs of the Society having now con~
fiderably increafed, it was refolved, that the
- Grand Sccretary fhould be permitted in future to-
employ a Deputy or Affiftant at an annual falary
proportioned to his labour and employment.

Many regulations refpecting the government
of the Society were eftablithed during Lord
Petre’s adminiftration; among thefe the fol-
lowing refolution pafled on the roth of Aprik
3777. ¢ That the perfons who affemble in.
< London, and elfewhere, in the charalter of
¢ Mafons, calling themfclves Antient Mafons,.
¢¢ and at prefent faid to be under the patronage.
« of the Duke of Athol, are not to be coun-

< tenanced
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< tenanced, or acknowledged, by any regular
«¢ Lodge, or Mafon, under the conftitution of
« England ; nor ‘fhall any fegular Mafon be
« prefent at any of their conventions, to give-a
¢¢ fanction to their proceedings, under the pe~
« nalty of forfeiting the privileges of the So-
¢ ciety ; nor fhall any perfon initiated at-any
« of their irregular meetings be admiitted into
- ¢¢ any Lodge, without being re-made*. That
< this cenfure fhall not extend to ziny" Lbdgé, or
¢« Mafon, made in Scotland or Ireland, under
« the conflitution of either of thefe kingdoms ;
<« or to any Lodge, or Mafon, made abroad, un-
< der the patronage of any foreign Grand Lodge .
«¢ in alliance with the Grand Lodge of England ;
¢ but that fuch Lodge and Mafons fhall be-

& deemed regular and conttitutional.” -
An Appendixt to the Book of Conftitutions,
containing all the principal proceedings of the
Society

* This cenfure could only extend to the irregular Lodges
in London which had feceded from the reft of the fraternity there
in 1738, fee p.275—278, and could never apply to the Grand
Lodge in York city, or to any Lodges under that truly antient
and refpetable banner; as their independence and regular
_ proceedings have been fully- admitted and authenticated by the
~ Grand Lodge in London in their Baok of Conftitutions printed.
in 1738, p. 195, ) -

it Ao A Se eedden
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Society fince the publication of the laft Edition
of that Book, was ordered to be printed, as well
as a Free Mafons’ Calendar; and it was alfo
refolved, That the fees for conftitutions, ini-
tiations, &c. fhould be advanced, and no perfon
be received into Mafonry in any Lodge under
the Conftitution of England for a lefs fum than
Two guineas; and that the name, age, pro-
feflion, and place of refidence of every perfon
initiated, and of every Brother admitted Mem-~
ber of a regular Lodge fince the 2gth. of O&ober
1778, fhould be duly regiftered, under the pe-
nalty of fuch Mafon made, or Member ad-
mitted, being deprived of the privileges and
advantages of the Society.

On the 14th of February 1776, it was refolved
in Grand Lodge, That in future all Paft Grand
Officers fhall be permitted to wear a particular
Gold Jewel, the ground enamelled blue, each
Offficer being diftinguithed by the Jewel which
he wore while in office; with this aiEereme,
that {uch honorary Jewel be fixed within a circle
or oval, on the borders of which may be infcribed
his name, and the year in which be ferved the
office. This Jewel to be worn in Grand. Lodge
pendant to a broad blue riband, and on other

occafions
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occafions to be affixed to the brcaﬁ: by a narrow
blue riband *.

Lord Petre granted Provincial Deputatnons
for Madras and Virginia; alfo for Hants, Suflex,
and Surry. Though a few Lodges were erafed
out of the Lift for not conforming to the New
Regulations, many new ones were conftituted ;
‘and under his Lordfhip’s banner, the Socicty
became truly refpe@able.

On the firft of May 1777, Lord Petre was
fucceeded by the Duke of Manchefter, during
whofe adminiftration the tranquillity of the
Society was much interrupted by private ani-
mofities and diffenfions. An unfortunate dif-
pute arifing among the members of the Lodge
of Antiquity on account of fome of the pro~
ceedings of the Brethren of that Lodge+ on the

- feftival

® How far the introdu&tion of this new ornament is recog-
cilable to the original prattices of the Society, | cannot deter~
" mine; but it is the opinion of many old mafons, that adding to
tire gumber of honorary diftin&ions, only leflens the value and
importance of thofe real Jewels by which the ating Officers of
every Lodge are always to be diftinguifhed, ) ,
1 The Matter, Wardens, and fome of the Members of this,
Lodge, having, in confequence of a refolution of the Lodge, .
sttended divine fervice at St. Dunftan’s church in Fleet-Street
in the clothing ef the Order, and having walked back to the
Miue
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feftival of St. John the Evangelift after his
Grace's eletion, the conteft was introduced
into the Grand Lodge, where it occupied the
attention of every Committee and Communica-
tion for twelve months., Had the Grand Lodge
mildly interpofed upon this occafion and recom-
mended harmony, all differences inight have
been amicably adjufted ; but through the mif-
reprefentations of fome prejudiced individuals
who bore fway in the Society at that time, a con-
trary mode was adopted, and rigorous meafures
were purfued. This was attenaed with difagree-
able effeCts ; the privileges of the Lodge of Anti-
quity * were fet up in oppofition to the fuppofed
uncontrollable authority of the Grand Lodge ;
and in the inveftigation of this important point,
the original caufe of difpute was totally for-
gotten. ‘The fpirit of party began to predo-
minate, and bury in oblivion every generous

principle.

-Mitre Tavern in their Regalia, without having obtained a dif~
penfation for that purpofe, a complaint was made to the Com-
mittee of Charity, when it was determined to be a violation of
¢he general regulations refpecting public proceffions. For a
particular account of thisdifpute, fee the Appendix to this Pub-
Jication, to be printed and fold feparately.

* For an account of this Lodge and its pnvxleges, fee p.233
to 241.
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principle. On both fides of the queftion mat-
ters were agitated to the extreme. Refolutions
were precipitately entered into on one hand,
and orders inadvertently ifflued on the other,
which even the warmth of the moment could
not juftify. Memorials and remonftrances were
prefented in vain, and at Jaft an open rupture
enfued. The Grand Lodge enforced its own
edils, and extended its prote&tion to the Bre-
thren whofe caufe it had efpoufed ; while the
Lodge of Antiquity fupported its own immemo-
rial privileges, appointed Committees to exa-
mine Records, and applied to the Old Lodge
in York City, and the Lodges of Scotland and
Ireland, for advice. Peremptorily refufing to
comply with the refolutions of the Grand Lodge,

- this Lodge, the oldeft private Lodge in England,

withdrew its fanction from the Grand Lodge,

" difcontinued the attendance of its Mafter and
‘Wardens at the Committees of Charity and .

Quarterly Commurications as its reprefcnta-
tives, publifhed a Manifefto in its own vindica-
tion, publicly notified its feparation from the
Grand Lodge, and avowed an alliance with
the Grand Lodge of all England held in the
City of York, and with every Lodge and Mafon

: who
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who withed to a& in conformity to the original
Conttitutions *.
It

* The following are fome of the meafares of the Grand Lodge
which the brethren of the Lodge of Antiquity affert to have been
the occafion of this feparation, '

1. The Decifion of the Grand Lodge refpeéting the proceffion
before ftated, p. 307.

2. The Refolution, that, without examination, the Lodge of
Antiquity had no inherent right, nor was intitled to any pare
ticular privilege, other than its rank according to feniority,

3. The Refolution that a Minute fall be entered in the
Minute Book of the Lodge of Antiquity, againft the confent of
its Members, difclaiming all powers and privileges other than
thofe which Lodges in general are intitled to,

4. The Refolution that the faid Minute Book fball be pro-
duced at the Committée of Charity, to fatisfy the Committee
that the preceding refolution had been properly entered.

§. The Refolution that a2 Member of the Lodge of Antiquity
Jpall publicly retraét his private opinion refpe&ting the inhereat
privileges of that Lodge, or be expelled the Grand Lodge.

6. The Grand Lodge permitting the Proteft of a few Members
of the Lodge of Antiquity againft the private proceedings of that
Lodge, to include a charge againft certain other Members of
that Lodge, and admitting the fame to be difcufled in Grand Lodge,
without giving thofe Members notice of the nature of the charge
againft them.

7. Giving a fan&ion to the Mafter of the Lodge of Anti-
quity to produce the Books of that Lodge in oppofition to the
majority of its Members.

8. Erafing the name of a Member of that Lodge from the
Hall Committee as their reprefentative, without fpecifying his
crime. '

9. Peremptorily commanding the expelled Members of the
Lodge of Antiquity to be re-inftated in that Lodge without its
<onfeat,

10. En-
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¥e is to be regretted that this feparation had
ever taken place ; or that aLodge fo truly re-
fpectable,

10. Encouraging thofe expelled Members, with two of their
aflociates, after the Lodge had refolved that they fhould not be
re-inftated, illegally to claim the books and property of the Lodge
from the majority of its Members,

11. Arraigning by printed Letter to the Lodges the condu&
of the Lodge of Antiquity in oppofing thefe illegal claims.

12. Condemning unheard, and afterwards nominally expelling
from the Society, feveral refpe@able Members of the Lodge of
Antiquity, under falfe and illiberal defignations, for having affifted
10 preferve the books and property of that Lodge for the ufe of
the majority of its Members,. in oppofition to the unjuft claims
of three txpelled Members and their two aflociates; and for de-
faming the charaters of the real Members of the Lodge who had
preferved the property, by falfely branding them with having by
force in the deadeft hour of the night taken away the furniturs,
regalia, &c. of the Lodge, and robbed thefe unjuft claimants of
their property.

-13. Giving a fan&ion to thofe three expelled Members with
#heir affociates to meet as the Lodge of Antiquity, in oppofition
%o the real Lodge, which had never been diffolved, and which
~onfifted of above one hundred and fifty members at home and

 abroad; and permitting thofe expelled Members, by virtue of

" that fanfion, under a falfe denomination, to claim the privi-
leges and to demand the arrears due to the real Lodge, from feverdl
sworthy Members who were totally ignorant of the diftin&ion,

Tojuftify the proceedings of the Grand Lodge in this bufinefs,
the following Refolution of the Committee of Charity held in
‘February 1779, was printed and difperfed among the Lodges :

¢ Refolved, That every private Lodge derives its authority
# from the Grand Lodge, and that no authority but the Grand
“ Lodge can withdraw or takeaway that power. That though

L 3 th’
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fpe&table, not only on account of its antiquity,
having exifted as a Lodge in the Metropolis
long

¢ the majority of a Lodge may determine to quit the Society,
¢ the conftituiion, or power of affembling, remains with, and is
¢ vefted in the reft of the Members who may be defirous of con-"
¢ tinuing their allegiance; ard that if all the Members with-
¢ draw themfeives, the conflitution is extinét, and the authomy
¢ reverts to the Grand Lodge.”

This Retolution it was argued might operate with refpect to
any Lodge which derived its conflitution from the Grand Lodge,
but could not apply to a Lodge which derived its authority from
another channel, long before the cftablifhment of the- Grand
Lodge, and which authority had been repeatedly admitted and
acknowledged. Had it appeared upon record, that after the cfta-
blithment of the Grand Lodge, this original authority had ever
been furrendered, forfeited, or exchanged for a warrant from the
Grand Lodge, the Lodge of Antiquity muft in that cafe have
admitted the refolution of the Grand Lodge its full force. But
as no fuch circumftar.ce has ever occurred, or appears on record,
the Members of the Lodge of Antiquily are juftified in confider-
ing their immemorial conftitution facred to themfelves, while
they choofe to exift as a Lodge, and to aét in obedience to the
antient conitutions of the Order,

Confidering the fubjeét in this point of view, it evidently ap-
pears that this rcfolution of the Grand Lodge could have no effeét
on the Lodge of Antiquity, efpecially after the publication of
the Manifeflo avowing its feparation, nor could it have the -
fmalicft influence on the Members of that Lodge, who continued
to meet regularly as heretofore, and to promote the laudable pur-
pofcs of Mafonry on their old independent foundation, That the
Lodg. of Antiguity could never be difiolved while the majority of
its Members kept together, and adted in conformity to the eriginal
conftitutions, is felf-evident; and no edit of the Grand Lodge
. - ©or
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Jong before the eftablifiment of the Grand Lodge
ltfelf almoft as far back as the middle of the laft
: ~ century,

or its ‘éommittees could’ ever warrant an unjuftifiable meafure
or deprive thofe Members of a right which had been admitted to
be vefted in themfelves colle&tively from time immemorialg
a right which’ had never been derived from, or ceded to, any
Grand Lodge whatever, This immemorial conftitution, having
received the fanétion of the oldeft’ mafonic jurifdi€tion in this
kingdom, the Grand Lodge of all England held in the city of
York, as well as the Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, muft be
fufficiently valid; and while the Lodge of Antiquity is com-

. pofed of Members of the higheft refpectability and charatter,

and a&s in bedience to the conttitutions, no power known in
-Mafonry can deprive thofe Gentlemen of the privileges which
they enjoy as Members of that Lodge, or transfer their rights to’
another channel, againt their own confent; without an open
violation of thofe conftitutions, to which not only every individual
Mafon is bound toadhere, but every Grand Mafter at his inttal-
lation agrees to hold, fupport, and maxnum, as facred and invio=
lable landmarks not to be removed. .

To underftand more clearly the nature of that conftittion by
which the Lodge of Antiquity is upheld, we muft have recourfe
to the ufages and cuftoms which brevailed among Mafons at the
end of the laft, and beginning of the prefent century, - The fra-
ternity in general then had a difcretionary power vefted in them--
felves to meet as Mafons in certain numbers according to their
degrees, with the approbation of the Mafter of the Work where
any public-building was carrying on, as often as they found it
feceffary fo todo; and when fo met, ' to receive into the Order’
Brothers and Fellows, and pra@ife the rites of Mafonry. The idea
of invefting. the Mafters and Wardens of Lodges in Grand Lodge
affembled, or the Grand Mafter himfelf; with a power to grant
warrants of conflitution to certain Brothren to' mest 45:Mafons-

_ o8
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century, but from the quality and tonfidera-
tion of its Members, who are fcattered abroad in
. the

‘

on the. obfervance of certain conditions; had then no exiftence.
The fraternity were under no fuch refiritions. The anticat
charges were the only ftandard for the regulation of condu&, and
no law was known in the Society which thofe charges did not
inculcate. To the award of the fraternity at large in general
, meeting affembled once or twice in a year, all Brethren were
fubje@, and the authority of the Grand Mafter never extended
beyond the bounds of that general meeting, Every private
aflembly or lodge was under the direction of its particular Mafter,
chofen for the occafion, whofe authority terminated with the
meeting,. When a lodge was fixed at any particular place for a
certain time, an atteftation from the Brethren prefent entered on
. yecord, was a fufficient proof of its regular conttitution; and
this pra&ice prevailed for many years after the revival of Ma-
fonry in the South of England. By this authority only, an
authority which never proceeded from the Grand Lodge, une
fettered by any other reftri€tions than the conftitutions, of Ma-
fonry, the Lodge of Antiquity has alwaysbeen, and ftill continues
to be governed. .
" The meafures purfued by the Members of the Lodge of Anti-
quity at the commencement of this difpute feem to have been
perfetly regular, cool, and deliberate. Involuntarily led to flem
an unnatural exertion of power, it became a duty incumbent on
them to. defend their own caufe. Finding no redrefs to their
peated £ ftrances, and confidering themfelves ill repaid for
their paft fervices and fupport, after a variety of meetings and
confultations, it was dettrmined to fupport the original rights of
the Lodge; to open a communication with the old Lodge in

- York city, and the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland; to ' .

fupplicate their affift on the prefent emergency; and in the
mean time to withdraw the fintion of the Lodge from the Grand
Lodge
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the moft diftant parts of the globe, fhould have
had occafion to take fuch a ftep; and it is
equally to be regretted that the Grand Lodge
of London, originally brought into exiftence by
that very Lodge itfelf, and which, under that pa- . .
tronage, has arrived to fuch a degree of fplendor
and dignity that noblemen of the firft diftinction
are at its head, fhould ever have fuffered its cha-
raéter to have been ftained, by proceeding to fuck
unwarrantable lengths againft a number of. wor-
Xodge in London, by ordering the Mafter and Wardens no longer
to appear in the future committees or communications of that
Affembly as reprefemtatives of that Lodge. The application to
York was fuccefsful, and an alliance was immediately formed
with that refpectable Society. '

- The Members of the real Lodge of Antiquity having thu§
{eceded from the Grand Lodge in London, and received the coun=

_ tenance and approbation of the higheff mafonic jurifdition in

England at York, continue to hold their regular meetings, and
to practife the ritcs of Mafonry in conformity to the original
conftitutions. The greateft harmony prevails in the Lodge, and
though it does not abound in numbers, the Members are fele®t
and refpetable.  With thefe Members the Author of this Treae
tife has the honour to affociate ; and while he profeifes the higheft
refpeé for the Grand Lodge in London, he hopes never to fain
his charalter, by violating the conflitutions, or deferting hig
friends. For an account of the treatment he has received, fee
his State of Fadts, printed in his own defence,

A more particular inveftigation of the caufes which occafioned the
{eparation of the real Lodge of Antiquity from the Grand Lodge in
London, will be naticed in the Appendix, to be printed feparately,

. P2
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thy Brethren, in oppofition to the conftitutions,
merely to indulge the fpleen and gratify the ma-
levolence of a few difgufted individuals, whofe
turbulent difpofitions are a difcredit to any
fociety. It is moft fervently to be withed that,
through the influence of the noble charaders
who at prefent govern the fraternity, a proper
enquiry may be made into the rife and progrefs
. of this unfortunate difpute, and by reftoring to
its privileges this venerable Lodge, which is now
in a flourithing ftate, and acts independent by
virtue of its immemorial conftitution, in alliance
with the Grand Lodge in York city, once more
add the fan&ion of antiquity to Mafonry in the
Metropolis, and effect that-union and good fel-
lowfhip among the fraternity there, which is fo
neceflary to enfure the ftability and importance
of the Society. Though the Grand Lodge may
nominally preferve the name of this antient Lodge
- on itslift, by permittingafew of its expelled Mem-
bers with their affociates to affemble in that cha-
ra&er, ftill while the old Lodge exifts (and which
it may long do when its proceedings are fo regu-
lar, and its Members fo refpectable, as at prefent),
and while we advert to the circumftance which
gave rife to the difpute, the nominal Lodge will
neither add confequence to the Society, nor con-
fer
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fer honour on the Members of whxch it may be
compofed.

Should the particulars ftated in the preceding
pages fortunately reach the ears, or engage the
attention of any of the exalted perfonages who
at prefent honour the fraternity with their pa-
tronage, by their influence the breach which has
been made on the principles of the inftitution
may probably be healed, and harmony reftored.
T'o bury animofity in oblivion, and fpeedily to
effect areconciliation, that there may be but one
family among the Mafons in this kingdom, muft -
be the ardent with of every faithful brother ; and
he who would refufe to lend a hand in effelting
fo laudable a purpofe, can never be confidered a
friend to Mafons or to Mafonry.

Having traced the progrefs of the Socnety from
"its early dawn in England, to a very recent
period, I fhall conclude my work with a fincere
wifh that an abler hand may profecute this
hiftory, and that the principles of the inftitution
being more clearly underftood, all narrow preju-
dices may ceafe to operate, the" univerfality of
the fyftem be more firmly eftablithed, and the
Society at large be again regulated according to
its original eftablifhment.

*P3



POSTSCRIPT.

INCE the laft Edition of this Book was
printed, the following remarkable events have
taken place in the Society.

On the 1ft of May 1783, his Grace the Duke
‘of Manchefter was fucceeded in the office of
~Grand Mafter by his Royal Highnefs the Duke

of Cumberland, who ftill continues to honour
the Society with his patronage.

On Thurfday the gth of March 1786, his
Royal Highnefs Prince William Henry was
initiated into Mafonry, at the Lodge held at the
Prince George Inn at Plymouth.

On Tuefday the 6th of February 1787, his
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales was made
a Mafon at an occafional Lodge convened for

_the purpofe at the Star and Garter Pall-Mall, over

which his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumber-
land prefided in perfon; and at the Annual Feafton
the 2d of May following, both their Royal High-
nefles were prefent at Free Mafons’ Hall. And

On Friday the 21ft of November 1787, his
" Royal Highnefs the Duke of York was initiated
into Mafonry, at a Lodge convened for the pur-
pofe at the Star and Garter in Pall-Mall, over
which the Duke of Cumberland prefided as
Mafter. His Royal Highnefs was introduced by
his Royal Brother the Prince of Wales.
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COLLECTION

OF

ODES, ANTHEMS, axo SONGS.

ODE I
AIL to the CRAFT! at whofe ferene command
The gentle AR'Ts in glad obedience ftand:
Hail, facred MasoNrY! of fource divine,,
Unerring fov’teign of th’ unerring line =
Whofe plumb of truth, with never failing fway,

* Makes tlte join’d parts of fymmetry obey :

Whofe magic ftroke bids fell confufion ceafe,
And to the finifh’d ORDERS gives a place :
Who rears vaft ftructures from the womb of earths,,
And gives imperfal cities glorious birth.
To.warks of Art HER merit not confin’d,
SHE regulates the morals, fquares the mind 3
Correils with care the fallies of the foul, -

-And points the tide of paffions where to roll:.

On Virtue’s tablet marks BER moral tule,
And forms het Lodge an univerfal fchool ;
Where Nature’s myftic laws unfolded ftand,. -

And Senfeiand Science join’d, go hand in hand.

Pg .+ Omay
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O may HER focial rules mﬁru&xve fpread,
Till Truth ere& her long negletted head |
'Till through deteitful night suE dart her ray,
And beam full glorious in the blaze of day !
‘Till men by virtuous maxims learn to move,
Till all the peopled world HER laws approve,}

And Adam’s race are bound in brothers’ love, }-

ODE 1L

WAKE the lute and quw ’ring fh'mgs,
Myftic truths Urania brings ;.
Friendly vifitant, to thee '

We owe the depths of MasoNRY ¢
Faireft of the \"»irgin choir,
" Warbling to the golden lyre, -
Welcome ; here thy ART prevail !
Hall ! divine Urania, hail !

" Here in Friendfhip’ s facred bower, -
‘The downy-wing’d and fmiling hour,
Mirth invites, and focial Song,

: Namelefs myfteries among :

Crown' the bowl, and fill the glafs, -
To every virtue, every grace,
To the BRoTHERHOOD refound

- Health, and let it thrice go round. - -
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We reftore the times of old,
The blooming glorious age of gold 3
As the new creation free, '
. Bleft with gay Euphrofyne; =~ - .. . . i
We with gadlike Science talk,
And with fair Aftrea walk ;
Innocence adorns the day,
Brighter than the fmiles of May,

Pour the rofy wine again, , .
‘Wake a louder, louder ftrain;
Rapid Zephyrs, as ye fly,
Waft our voices to the fky 5 ¥
‘While we celebrate the N1INE,
And the wonders of the T'rine,
" While the ANGELS fing above,.
As we below, of PEace and LovE. '

ODE HI.
ARISE, gentle Mufe, and thy wifdom impart
"T'o each bofom that glows with theloveof ourart;
For the blifs that from thy infpiration accrues,
Is what all fhould admire, and each mafon purfues..

CHORUS. :
Hence Harmornty fprings, ’tis the cement of love,,
Fair freedom on earth, and bright union above.
Ps. - " Tho”
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‘Tho’ malice our joy fhould attempt to controul,

‘Tho’ difcord around like an ocean fhould roll 5

To the one we’ll be deaf, to the other be blind,

For wifdom alone is the ftrength of the mind.
Hence Harmony, &c.

‘The bright charms of beauty for ever will fhine,

Our art to adorn with a luftre divine,  [truth,

’Till Time, circling round, fhall unfold the great

Which thus has united the fage and the youth.,
Hence Harmony, &c. &c.

ANTHEM L

GRANT us, kind Heav’n ! what we requeﬁ,
In Mafonry let us be bleft ;

Dire& us to that happy place

" Where Friendfhip fmiles in every face :
Where Freedom and {weet Innocence
Enlarge the mind and cheer the fenfe.

. Where fcepter’d Reafon, from her throne,
Surveys the LoDGE, and makes us one ;
And Harmony’s delightful fway
For ever fheds ambrofial day : \
Where we bleft Eden’s plexfures tafte,
While balmy joys are our repaft,
No




[ 323 }

No prying eye can view us here; -
No fool or knave difturb our ¢heer =
Our well-form’d laws fet mankind . free,, .
And give relief to Mifery :.

‘The poor, opprefs’d with woe and gnef'

Gain from our bounteous hands relicf..
Our LobGk the focial Virtues grace,

- And Wifdom’s rules we fondly trace ;.

Whole Nature open to our view,.
Points out the paths we fhould purfue..
" Let us fubfift in lafting peace,

And may our, happinefb increafe ¥

ANTHEM I
BY Mafons® Art th? afpiring dome:
On ftately columns fhall'arife,.
All climates are their native home,
Their godlike adions reach the fkies..
Heroes and. kings revere their name,,
While Poets fing their lafting fame..
Great, noble, gen’rous, good, and brave 3; .
All virtues they moft juftly chaim ;
* Their deeds fhall live beyond the grave,.
And thofe unborn their praife proclaim.. .
Time fhall their glorious a&s enrol, .
‘While love and friendfhip charm the foul..
k6
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ANTHEM IIL
TO Heaven’s high Archite all praafe,
All praife, all gratitude be given; .. - -
Who deign’d the human foul to raife, - -
By myfhc fecrets fprung from Heaven,

i

" CHORUS,
" Sound aloud the great JEHOVAH’s praife ;
‘To him the domc, the temple ralfe.

' xmmmmmmmmmw

‘ SO NG I
[Tune, Attic Fire.].”

ARISE, and blow thy trumpet, Fame !

Free-Mafonry aloud proclaxm, - :
To realms and worlds unknown :

Tell them of mighty Davxd’s fon,

The wife, the matchlefs Solomon,
Priz’d far above his throne.

The folemn temple’s c_loud-capt towers,
Tk afpiring domes are works of ours, -
By us thofe piles were rais’d :,
* Then bid mankind with fongs advance, :
And through th’ ethercal vaft expanfe,
Let Mafonry be praxs d. ,

l.
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We help the poor in time of need,

The naked clothe, the hungry feed,
>T'is our foundation ftone :

We build upon the nobleft plan,

For friendfhip rivets man to man, } Chorus 3 times,
And makes us all as one. '

Still louder, Fame ! thy trumpet blow ;

. Let all the diftant regionsknow  _, .
Free Mafonry is this :

Almlghty Wifdom gave it birth,’

And Heaven has fix’d it here on earth,
A type of future blifs.

S O N G II.
[‘T ane, He comes, &c ]

UNITE, unite, your voices raife ; 5
Loud, loudly fing Free-Mafons’ praife =
Spread far and wide their fpotlefs fame,
And glory'in the facred name.

Lol

" Behold, behold, the upright band,
In Virtue’s paths go hand in hand ;
"They flgun each ill, they do no wrong,
Stri& hogour does to them belong.

How
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How juft, how juft, are all their ways,. -

Superior far to mortal praife !
Their worth defcription faY exceeds,
" For matchlefs are Free-Mafons’ deeds..

Go on, goon, ye juftand true,,

Still, ftill the fame bright paths purfue 5

Th’ admiring world fhall on ye gaze,.
And Friendfhip’s altar ever blaze.

Begone, begone, fly difcord hence,.
With party rage and infolence :

Sweet peace fhall blefs this happy band,.
And freedom fmile throughout the land..

SONG III.
[Tune, Rule Britannia.]

WHEN earth’s foundation firft was laid,,
By the almighty Artift’s hand,.

*Twas then our perfe&, our perfe® laws were-

Eftablifh’d by his ftrict command.., [made,.

CHORUS,

Hml myﬁenous ; hail, glorious M‘onry )

‘That makes us ever great and free.

'As
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As man throughout for fhelter fought,
In vain from place to plai:e did roam,, .
Until from heaven, from heaven he was taught
To plan, to build, to fix his home.
‘Hail, myftenous, &c.
Hence illuftrious rofe our Art,
. And now in beauteous piles appear 5
‘Which fhall to endlefs, to endlefs time impart,
How worthy and how great we are.
Hail, myfterious, &c.
Nor we lefs fam’d for every tie,
By which the human thought is bound ; -
Love, truth, and friendthip,and friendfhip focially,
Join all our hearts and hands around.
- Hail, myfterious, &c.
Our a&ions flill by virtue blet,
And to our precepts ever true,
The world admiring, admiring fhall requeft
To learn, and our bright paths purfue.
Hail, myfterious, &c.

SONG 1IV.
[Tune, Rule Britannia.] -
ERE God the Univerfe began, -
In one rude heap all matter lay,
‘Which wild diforder over-ran,
Nor Bew of light one glimmesing ray 3,
While, in darknefs o’er the whole,

Confufion reign’d without controul.
. ’ Then
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Then God arofe, his thunders hurl’d,
And bad the Elements arife ;

In Airhe hung the pendent World,
And O’er it fpread the azure fkies ;
Stars incircles caus’d torun, .

And in the centre fix’d the Sun.

Then Man he call’d forth out of duft,
And form’d him with a living Soul ;
All things committed to his truft,

And made him Lord of all, the whole ; -
But ungrateful unto Heaven '

He proved, and was from Eden driven. -

From thence proceeded all our woes,,
Nor cou’d mankind one comfort fhare ;
Until Free Mafons greatly rofe,

And form’d another Eden here;

Where true Pleafure ever reigns,

And native Innocence remains.

Here cryftal fountains bubbling flow,, -
Here nought that’s vile can enter in ;
The tree of Knowledge here does grow,,
W hofe fruit we tafte, yet free from Sin ;
‘While fweet Friendfhip does abound,, .
And guardian Angels hover round..

—_— A
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SONG V.
NOT the fitions of Greece, nor the dreams of
AR old Rome, . | : [fume :

Shall with vifions miflead, or with meteors con-

No Pegafus” wings my fhort foarings mifguide’}

Nor raptures detain me on Helicon fide.

-All clouds now diffolve ; from the Eaft beams the

Truth rifes in glory, and wakens the lay. [day—

‘The Eagle-ey’d Mufe—fees the hght—ﬁlls the
grove

‘With the fong of Free Mafons, of F nendﬂnp and
Love! .

Infpired with the theme, the Divinity flies ;
And thron’d on a rainbow—before her arife
Paft, Prefent, and Fature—with fplendid array,
In Mafonic fucceffion, their treafures difplay.
She views murder’d Merit by ruffian-hand fall,
And the grave give its dead up, at fellowfhip’s call |
While the craft, by their badges, their innocence .
prove ;
‘And the fong of Free Mafons is F nendﬂnp and
Love !
From thofe ages remote, fee the Mufe fpeeds her
Tojoin in the glories, the Prefent difplay. [way,
In freedom and friendfhip, the fees the true band,
Wnth their fplendor and virtues illumine theland.
Religion’s
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Religion’s pure beam breaks thevapours of night,
‘And from darknefs myfterious, the Ward gives

the Light ! .. [above,
While the Lodge here below, as the choirs from

Jom the fong of Free Mafons in Friendfhip and
Love.

. That the Future might keep, what the Prefent be-
In rapture prophetic the goddefs arofe,  [flows
As fhe fung through the fkies, angels echo’d the

found,
And thewinds bore the notes to theregionsaround }

- ‘The kind proclamation our fong fhall retain :

*Twas—¢ That Mafonry long may its lufbre main~

tain :

¢ And till Time be no more, our fraternity prove,

¢ That the objects we aim at, are Fnendlhlp and
Love!?

SONG VL
- [Tune, Rural F elicity ]

YE dull ftupid Mortals,give o’er yourconje@ures,
Since Free Mafons* fecrets ye ne’er can obtain
The Bible and Compafs are our dire&ors,
And fhall be as long as this world doth remain.
HereFriendthip inviting,hereFreedomdeligh ting,
Qur moments in innocent mirth we employ :

' CHORUS,

!

e XY
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 CHORUS,
Come, fee, mafons’ felicity,
Working and finging with hearts full of joy.

No other Society that you can mention,
‘Which has been, is now, or hereafter fhall be,
‘However fo laudable is its intention,
It cannot compare with divine Mafonry.
No envy, no quarrels, can here blait our laurels,
No paflion our pleafure can ever annoy :
Come, fee, &c.

Toaid one another we always are ready,
Our Rites and our Secrets we carefully guard;
‘The Lodge to fupport, we like pillars are fteady,
.No Babel confufion our work can retard.
“Ye Mortals come hither, affemble together, .
And tafte of thofe pleafures which never can cloy.
~ Come, fee, &c.

We are to the Mafter for ever obedient,
Whenever he calls, to the Lodge we repair ;
Experience has taught us, that’tis moft expedient

Tolive thhm Compafs, and aéton the Square,
Let mutual agreement be Free Mafons’ cement,
Until the whole Univerfe Time fhall deftroy :

' Qome, fee, &e.
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SONG VIL
[Tune, When Phocbus the tops, &c.j :

‘WHILST Princes and Heroes bromifcuouﬂyf

fight;s
And for the World’s empire exert all their mlght,
We fit in our Lodges from danger fecure,
No hardfhips we meet with, no pains we endure ;
But each brother cheerfully j Joms inafong:
Our rites we renew, :
Our pleafures purfue ;
Thus we waft time along.

To reftlefs ambition:we never give way,

.Our friends and our fecrets we never betray;

Henceforth, O ye Heroes, your ravages ceafe,

And the laurels ye wear, to Free Mafons releafe ¢

* Tho’ ye won them by war, we claim them by peace,
" They are ours, ours, ours, ours, ours ;

Tho’ ye won them by war, weclaim them by peace:

SONG VI
, [Tune, Hearts of Oak.]
NO Set in the world can with Mafons compare,

So agitient, fo noble ’s the badge that they wear,

Tbat all other Orders, however efteem’d,
Inferior to Mafonry far has been deem’d
CHORUS.

— ;.,...- -——--w“-A :
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CHORUS.
We always are free,
And for ever agree ;
Supporting each other,
Brother helps Brother,
No Mortals on earth are fo friendly as we. '

When firft attic fire Mortals glory became,
Tho’ fmall was the fpark, it foon grew to a flame;;
As Pheebus celeftial tranfcendently bright,
It fpread o’er the world a frefh torrent of light.
, We always, &c.

The greateft of Monarchs, the wifeft of Men, -
Free Mafonry honour’d again and again ;
And Nobles have quitted all other delights
With joy to prefide o’er our myftical rites.

We always, &ce
Tho’ fome may pretend we’ve no Secrets to know,
‘Such idle opinions their ignorance thow ;
While others, with raptures, cry out,.they’re re-

veal’d,

In Free Mafons bofoms they fill lie conceal’d.

We always, &c.
Coxcomlcal Pedants may fay what they can,
Abufe us, ill ufe us, and laugh at our plan.
We'll temper our mortar, enliven our fouls,
And join in a chorus o’er full flowing bowls.

We always, &ce

-k
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SONG IX.
[Tune, Goddefs of Eafe.]
GENIUS of Mafonry defcend,
And with thee bring thy fpotlefs train ;
Conftant our facred rites attend,
While we adore thy peaceful reign :
Bring with thee Virtue, brighteft maid,
Bring Love, bring Truth, and Friendfhip here;
"While focial Mirth fhall lend her aid,
~ To fmooth the wrinkled brow of Care.

~ Cqme, Charity, with goodnefs crown’d,
Encircled in thy heavenly robe,
Diffufe thy bleflings all around,
To every corner of the globe :
Sece where fhe comes, with power to blefs,
.. With open hand and tender heart,
-'Which wounded is at man’s diftrefs,
And t.ceds at every human {mart.

Envy may every ill devife,
And falfehood be thy deadlieft foe,
Thou Friendfhip ftill fhalt towering rife,
And fink thine adverfaries low ;
Thy*well-built pile fhall long endure,
Through rolling years preferve its prime,
Upon a rock it ftands fecure,

And b.raves'the rude aflaults of Time, _
, Ye

AL
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Ye happy few, who here extend

In perfet lines from eaft to weft,
With fervent zeal the Lodge defend,

And lock its fecrets in each breaft :
Since ye are met upon the fquare,

Bid love and friendfhip jointly reign,
Be peace and harmony your care,

Nor break the adamantine chain.

~ Behold the planets how they move,

Yet keep due order as they run ;
Then imitate the ftars above,

And thine refplendent as the Sun :
That future Mafons when they meet,

May all our glorious deeds rehearfe,
And fay, their fathers were fo great,

That they adorn’d the univerfe.

SONG X.
[Tune, Arno’s Vale.]
- WHEN my divine Althza’s charms,
No more fhall kindle foft alarms,
* And the keen lightning of her eye,
. Pafles unfelt, unheeded by ;
When moral Beauty’s heavenly form
- Shall ceafe the frozen foul to warm ;
- 'When manners thus corrupt we fee,
Farewel the fweets of MasoNrY'|

When
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When Science fhall withdraw her light, -
And Error fpread a Gothic night;

When Pity’s facred fource is dry,

No pearly drop to melt the eye;;

When Truth fhall hide her blufhing head,
And famifh’d Virtue beg her bread 3

When manners thus corrupt we fee,
Farewel the fweets of MAsoNRY !

But while the fair tranfport our fight,
And moral beauty’s charms delight ;
While Science lifts her torch on high,
And Pity thaws the melting eye ; '
While Truth maintains defpotic power,
And Virtue charms without a dower ;
While manners thus unftain’d we fee,

All hail the fweets of MAsoNRY !

SONG XL
ON, on, my dear brethren, purfue your great lec-
And refine on the rules of old architeture; [ture,
High Ronour to Mafons the Craft daily brings,
To thofe brothers of Princesand fellows of Kings.

Wedrove the rudeVandalsand Goths off the ftage,
Reviving the Art of Auguftus’ fam’d age ;
And Vefpafian deftroy’d the vait temple in vain,

Since fo many now rife in great CUMBERLAND’s
reign.

A 7 The

R o
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The noble five Orders, compos’d with fuch art, --

Will amaze the fix'd eye, and engage the whole
heart ;

Proportion’s fweet harmony gracing the whole,
Gives our work, like the glorious creation, a foul.

~ Then Mafter and bretlxren'»préferve your great

- name,

" This Lodge fo maje{hc wxll purchafe you fame;

Rever'd it fhall ftand till all nature expire,
And its glories ne’er fade till the world is on fire,

See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toil,
Infpires our genius, and bids labour fmile :
Toournoble GrandMafter we’re folemnly bound,
‘W ith honour we’re deck’d, and with virtue we’re
crown’d.

Again, my lov’d brethren, again let it pafs, -
Our antient firm union cements with the glafs :
And all the contention ’mongft Mafons fhall be,

‘Who better can work, or who better agree.

SONG XII

HAIL Mafonry, thou Craft divine !
Glory of earth, from heaven reveal’d ;
Which.doth with jewels precious lhme,
From all but Mafons eyes conceal’d :
Thy praifes due, who can rehearfe,
In nervous profe, or flowing verfe ?
Al
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. All Craftfmen true diftinguifh’d are, <«
Our laws all other laws excel ;
And what’s in knowledge choice and rare,
Within our breafts fecurely dwell.
The filent breaft, the faithful heart,
Preferve the fecrets of the Art.

From fcorching heat and piercing cold,
From beafts, whofe roar the foreft rends ;
From the aflaults of warriors bold,
The Mafons’ Art mankind defends.
Be to this Art due honour paid,
From which mankind receives fuch aid.

Enfigns of ftate that feed our pride,
Diftin&ions troublefome and vain,
By Mafons true are laid afide,
- Art’s free-born fons fuch toys difdain.
Ennobled by the name they bear,
- Diftinguifh’d by the badge they wear.

Sweet fellowthip, from envy free,
Friendly converfe of brotherhood
The Lodge’s lafting cement be,
Which has for ages firmly ftood.
A Lodge thus built for ages pafly
Has lafted, and fhall ever laft,

Then

o e —

.
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Then in our f;)ngs be juftice done

To thofe who have enrich’d the Art,

From Adam to Lord Petre down, .

And let each brother bear a part.
Let noble Mafons’ healths go round,
Their praife in lofty Lodge refound.

Cha, No Craft with Mafons can compare,

Ennobled by the badge they wear.

No Craft with Mafons can compare,
Diftinguifh’d by the badge they wear.
No Craft with Mafons can compare,
Let none defpife the badge they wear.

SONG XIII
[Tune, In Infancy, &c.]
LET Mafonry from pole to pole
Her facred laws expand,
Far as the mighty waters roll,
‘T'o wath remoteft land :
That virtue has not left mankind,
Her focial maxims prove,
For ftamp’d upon the Mafon’s mind,
Is Unity and Love,
Afcending to her native fky,
Let Mafonry increafe ;
A glorious pillar rais’d on high,

+ Integrity its bafe.

Peace adds to olive boughs, entwin’d,
An emblematic dove,

 As ftamp’d upon the Mafon’s mind,

Is Unity and Love,
Q2
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SONG XIV.

_*TIS Mafonry unites mankind,
To generous a&ions forms the foul ;
So ftri&t in union we’re combin’d,
One fpirit animates the whole.

Cho. Then let mankind our deeds approve, 9
Since union, harmony, and love }
Shall waft us to the realms above.

Where’er afpiring domes arife,
Wherever facred altars ftand,
Thofe altars blaze up to the fKies,
Thofe domes proclaim the Mafon’s hand.

The ftone unfhap’d as lumber lies,
Till Mafon’s Art its form refines 3

So paffions do our fouls difguife,
T:ill focial virtue calms our minds.

Let wretches at our manhood rail ;
But thofe who once our judgment prove,
Will own, that we who build fo well,
With equal energy can love. :

Though ftill our chief concern and care
Be to deferve a brother’s name ;-
For ever mindful of the fair,
Their choiceft favours ftill we claim.
’ * From
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From us pale Difcord long has fled,
' With all her train of mortal fpite ;
Nor in our Lodge dares fhew her head,
Sunk in the gloom of endlefs night.

~ My brethren charge your glaffes high,
To our Grand Matfter’s noble Name 3
Our fhouts fhall beat the vaulted fky,
And every tongue his praife proclaim,

SONG XV.
[Tune, Mulberry Tree.)
YE fons of fair Science, impatient to learn,
What’s meant by a Mafon'you here may difcern;
" Heftrengthens the weak,hegiveslight tothe blind,
And thenaked he clothes—is a friénd to mankind.
All fhall yield to Mafonry, '
Bend to thee - :
Bleft Mafonry,
Matchlefs was he who founded thee,
And thou, like him, immortal fhalt be,

He walks on the Level of Honour and Truth,
And fpurns the trite paffions of folly and youth ;
The Compafs and Square all his frailties reprove,
And his ultimate obje¢t is Brotherly Love.

The temple of Knowledge he nobly doth raife,
Supported by Wifdom, and Learning its bafe ;
When rear’d and adorn’d, firength and beauty

unite, : [light.,
And he views the fair ftructure with confcious de-

Q3 With
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‘With fortitude blefs’d, he’s a ftranger to fears,
And govern’d by Prudence, he cautioufly fteers ;
Till Temperance fhews him the port of Content,
And Juftice unafk’d, gives the fign of confent.
Infpir’d by his feelings, he bounty imparts,
For Charity ranges at large in our hearts ;
And an indigent brother reliev’d from his woes,
Feels a pleafure inferior to him who beftows.

ThusaMafon I’vedrawnand expos'd to your view,
And truth muft acknowledge the figure is true ;
Then members become, let’s be brothers and.
‘ friends, S

There’s a SECRET remaining, will make you
amends.

SONG XVIL
[Tune, God fave the King.]

LET Mafons’ fame refound
Thro’ all the nations round,

From pole to pole :
See what felicity,
Harmlefs fimplicity,
Like ele&ricity,’

Runs through the whole.

~ Such fweet variety
Ne’er bad fociety
Ever before :
Faith, hope, and charity,
Love and fincerity,
‘Without temerity,
. Charm more and more,

When

-
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When in the Lodge we’re met,
And in due order fet,

Happy are we :
Our works are glorious,
Deeds meritorious,
Never cenforious,

But great and free.

When Folly’s fons arife,

. Mafonry to defpife,

Scorn all their fpite ;
Laugh at their ignorance,
Pity their want-of fenfe,

- Ne’er let them give offence,

Firmer unite.

Mafons have long been free,

And may they ever be
Grreat as of yore :

For many ages paft,

Mafonry has ftood faft,

- And may its glory laft,

Till time’s no more.

SONG "XVIL
[Tune, God fave the King.]
HAIL Masonry divine ;
Glory of ages fhine,

Long may’ft thou reign :
Where'er thy Lodges ftand,
May they have great command,
And always grace the land,

Thou Art divine ! -

Q4.

- Great
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Great fabrics ftill arife,
And grace the azure fkies,
Great are thy fchemes :
Thy noble Orders are
Matchlefs beyond compare ;
No Art with thee can fhare,
Thou Art divine !

Hiram, the archite&,
Did all the Craft dire&t
How they fhould build ;
Sol’'mon, great Ifr’el’s King,
Did mighty bleffings bring, §Cbom3tis?&
And left us room to fing,
Hail, royal Art!

SONG XVIIIL
LET drunkards boaft the power of wine,
And reel from fide to fide ,
Let lovers kneel at Beauty’s thrine,
The fport of female pride :
Be ours the more exalted. part,
To celebrate the Mafons’ Art,
And fpread its praifes wide.

To dens and thickets dark and rude
_ For fhelter beafts repairs- . .
With fticks and ftraws the fqathcl"d brood
Sufpend their nefts in air :
And man untaught, as wild as thefe,
Binds up fad huts with boughs of trees,
And feeds on wretched fare,
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But Science dawning in his mind,
"The quarry he explores ;

Induftry and the Arts combin’d,
Improv’d all Nature’s ftores :

Thus walls were built, and houfes rear’d,

No ftorms or tempefts now are fear'd
Within his well-fram’d doors.

When ftately palaces arife,
When columns grace the hall,
When towers and fpires falute the fkies,
We owe to Mafons all :

" Nor buildings only do they give,

But teach men how within to live,
And yield to Reafon’s call.

All party quarrels they deteft,
For Virtue and the Arts,

Lodg’d in each true Free Mafon’s breaft,
Unite and rule their hearts :

. By thefe, while Mafons fquarc their mmds,

The State no better fubjects finds,
None act more upright parts.

When Bucks and Albions are forgot,
Free Mafons will remain ;
Muthrooms, each, day, fpring up and rot,
While oaks ftretch o’er the plain :
Let others quarrel, rant, "and roar ;.
Their noxfy revels when no more,
Still Mafonry fhall reign,

Qs Our
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Our leathern aprons may compare
With Garters red and blue ;
Princes and Kings our brothers are,
While they our rules purfue :
Then drink fuccefs and health to all
The Craft around this Earthly Ball,
May Brethren ftill prove true !

SONG XIX.
COME let us prepare,
‘We brothers that are
Affembled on merry occafion :
Let’s be happy and fing,
v For Life is a Spring
“T'o a Free and an Accepted Mafon.
The world is in pain
Our fecrets to gain,
.And ftill let them wonder and gaze on:
: They ne’er can divine '
- The word or the fign
Of a Free and an Accepted Mafon.
" ’Tis this and ’tis that,
They cannot tell what,
Noar why the great men of the nation,
Should aprons put on,
And make themfelves one

With a Free and an Accepted Mafon.
: Great

- -
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Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords,
Have laid by their fwords,
Our myft’ry to put a good grace on,
And ne’er been atham’d
To hear themfelves nam’d
With a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

Antiquity’s pride -
We have on our fide,

To keep up our old reputation ;
There’s nought but what’s good
‘To be underftood

By afree and an Accepted Mafon.,

We’re true and fincere,
And juft to the Fair ;
They’ll truft us on any occafion :
- No mortal can more,, -
. The Ladies adore,

‘Than a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

“Then join hand in hand
. By each brother firm ftand,
Let’s be merry and put a bright faceon:
What mortal can hoaft
So noble a toaft
As a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

Cf.m. No mortal can boaft

Se noble a toaft

As aFree and an Accepted Mafon.
Q6
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SONG XX,
YE thrice happy few
Whofe hearts have been true,
In concord and unity found ;
Let us fing and rejoice,
And unite every voice,
To fend the gay chorus around,

, CHORUS,
Like pillars we ftand,
An immoveable band,
Cemented by power from above ;
Then freely let pafs
The generous glafs
To Mafonry, Friendfhip, and Love.

The GRAND ARCHITECT,
Whofe word did ere&
Eternity, meafure, and fpace,
Firft laid the fair plan
‘Whereon he began
‘The cement of friendfhip and peace.

Whofe firmnefs of hearts,
Fair treafure of arts,
To the eye of the vulgar unknown ;
Whofe luftre can beam
New fplendor and fame,

To the pulpit, the bar, and the throne: )

A em— ..
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The great David’s fon,
Unmatch’d Solomon,
As written in Scripture’s bright page,
A Mafon became,
The fav’rite of Fame,
The wonder and pride of his age.

Indiffoluble bands
Our hearts and our hands

" In focial benevolence bind ;

For true to his caufe, -
' By immutable laws,
A Mafon’s.a friend to mankind,

Let joy flow around,
And Peace, olive bound,
Prefide at our myftical rites ;
‘Whofe condu& maintains
Our aufpicious domains,
And Freedom with Order unites,

Nor let tlie dear maid
Our myfteries dread,
Or think them repugnant tolove 3
To Beauty we bend,
Her emplre defend,

" An empire deriv’d from above,

Then let us unite,
Sincere and upright,
On the level of virtue to ftand :
No mortal can be
So happy as we
‘With a brother and friend in each hand,
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SONG XXIL [apsons,
WHEN alodge of Free Mafonsarecloth’din thexr
In order to make a new brother,
With firm hearts and clean hands they repair to
And juftly fupport one another. [theirftands,

Trufty Brother, take care, of eve-droppersbeware,
*Tis a juft and a folemn occafion;  [know,

-Give the Word and the Blow, that workmen may
There’s one afks to be made a Free Mafon.

The Mafter ftands due, and his officers too,

While the craftfmen are plying their ftation 3
- 'The apprentices ftand, right for the command
Of a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

Now traverfe your ground, as in duty you’re

And revere the authentic oration,  [bound, .
* ‘That leads to the way, and proves the firft ray
OFf the light of an Accepted Mafon.

Here’s Words, and here’s Signs, and here’s Pro~
blems and Lines,
And here’s room too for deep fpeculation 5
Here Virtue and T'ruth are taught to the Yeuth
When firft he’s call’d up to a Mafon.

Hieroglyphics fhine bright, and here light reverts
On the rules and the tools of vocation; [light
We work and we fing, the Craft and the King,. -
>Tis bath duty and choice in a Mafon.
What
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- What is faid or is done, is here truly laid down

In this form of our high inftallation ;
Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean,
Unlefs he’s an Accepted Mafon.

The ladies claim right to come into our light,
Since the Apron, they fay, is their bearing ;
Can they fubjeét their will ? can they keep their

~ tongues ftill ? .
And let talking be chang’d into hearing ?

“This difficult tafk is the leaft we can afk,
To fecure us on fundry occafions ;

‘When with this they comply, our utmoft we’ll try
To raife Lodges for Lady Free Mafons.

Till this can be done, muft each Brother be mum,
Tho’ the fair one fhould wheedle or teazeon 3

~'Bejuft, true,and kind, but ftill bear in mind,

At all times that you are a Free Mafon.

SONG XXIIL
HOW happy a Mafon whofe bofom ftill lows
W ith friendthip, and ever moft cheerfully goes,
Th’ effe@s of the myfteries lodged in his breaft,
Myfteries revered, and by Princes pofleft.

" Our friends and our bottle we beft can enjoy,

No rancour or envy our quiet annoy,  [tools,
Our plumb.-line and compafs, our fquare and-our
Dire& all our attions in Virtue’s fair rules,,
Dire& all our actions, &c.

To
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To Mars and to Venus we’re equally true, *

Our hearts can enliven, our arms can fubdue ; \

~ Let the enemy tell, and the ladies declare,

No clafs or profeffion with Mafons compare ;

To give a fond luftre we ne’er need a creft,

Since Honour and Virtue remain in our breaft,

We’ll charm the rude world when we clap, laugh,
and fing, )

If fo happy a Mafon, fay who’d be a King 3

If fo happy, &c.

SONG XXIII*
[Tune, Belleifle March. ]

IN Hift'ry we’re told, how the Lodges of old
Arofe in the Eaft, and fhone forth like the Sun ;
But all muft agree, that divine Mafonry
Commenced when the glorious creation begun :
With glory divine ; oh, long may’ft thou fhine,
Thou chonceﬁ of Bleflings, derived from above!
Then charge bumpers high, and with fhouts rend
the fky,
To Mafonry, Friendfhip, and Brotherly Love.
 Cho. With glory divine, &c. ,
: Judea’s
® The fraternity are indebted to Brother Charles Bennet,
Organift of Truro, and Member of the Pheenix Lodge of Honour

and Prudence, for the five following Songs, as well as for feverat
others in this colle@ion, all written by that gentleman, .
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Judea’s great King, whofe vaft praifes we fing,
With wifdom contrived, while the Temple he
plann’d ; .
"The myfterious Art then took place in each heart,
And Hiram with Solomon went hand in hand :
While each royal Name was recorded in Fame,
Their works, Earth and Heaven did Jomtly ap
prove ;
Then ch;rg& bumpers high, and with fthouts rend
the
‘T'o Mafonry, F riendthip, and Brotherly Love.
Cho. While each royal, &c.

‘Then Mafons were true,and the Craft daily grew;
They lived within Compafs, and work’d by the
Square;

1In Friendfhip they dwelt, no Ambition they felt,

Their Deeds were upright, and their Confciences

‘On this noble plan, Free Mafons began, [clear:

To help one another they mutually ftrove ;

‘Then charge bumpers high, and with fhouts rend

; the fky,

To Mafonry, Friendfhip, and Brotherly Love.
Cho. On this noble plan, &c.

‘Thofe maxims purfue, and your paflions fubdue,
And imitate thofe worthy Mafons of yore; [guett,
Fix a Lodge in each breaft, be fair Virtue your
Let Wifdom prefide, and let T'ruth tile the door:
So fhall we arife, to an immortal prize,

In thatblifsful Lodge, which no time can remove ;
Then cltx}a:rg& bumpers high, and with fhouts rend

€ 1Ky,
"T'o Mafonry, Friendfhip, and Brotherly Love.
Cho. So fhall we arife, &c,
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SONG XXIV.
On the Revival of Mafonry in Cornwall
[Tune, Vicar of Bray.]
"WHEN Mafonry expiring lay, by Knaves and
Fools rejeGted,
Without one hope, one chearing ray, by worthlefs
fons negleed ;
Fair Virtue fied, Truth hung her head, o’er-
whelm’d in deep confufion,
Sweet Friendfhip too, her fmiles wnthdrew, from
" this bleft Inftitution.
Cho, Fair Virtue fled, &c.

Cornubia’s fons determin’d then free Mafonry to
cherifh, ’

They rous’d herinto life again,and bid fair Science
flourith ;-

Now Virtue bnght, Truth rob’d in white, with
Friendfhip hither haften,

All go hand in hand, to blefs the Band, of upright
Cornith Mafons.

Cho. Now Virtue bright, &c.

Since Mafonry’s revived once more, purfue her
wife dire&ions,

Let Circumf{pe&ion go before, and Virtue fquare
your actions ;

Unite your hands in Friendfhip’s bands, fupport-
ing one another,

With honeft heart, fair Truth impart, to every
faithful Brother.

Cho. Unite your hands, &c,
Let
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Let Coxcombs grin, and Critics fneer, while we
. are blythe and jolly,

Let Fops defpnfe the badge we wear, we laugh at
all their folly ;

Let empty Foolsdefpife our rules, by Jovewe ne’er
will heed ’em,

Say what they will, we’re Mafons ftill, and will
fupport our Freedom.

Cho. Let empty Fools, &c.

But may kind Heaven’s gracious Hand, ftill regu-

late each a&ion,

May every Lodge fecurely ftand, againft. the ftorms
of fa&tion;

 MayLoveand Peaceeach day mcreafe,throughout .

this happy nation,
May they extend, till all fhall end, in one great
" conflagration.
Cho. May Love and Peace, &c.

SONG XXV.
[Tune, In Infancy.]
HAIL Mafonry ! thou facred Art,
Of origin divine !
Kind partner of each focial heart,
And fav'rite of the Nine?
By Thee we’re taught, our aéts to fquare,
* To meafurelife’s fhort fpan ;
" And each infirmity to bear
That’s incident to man.
Cha. By thee, &c.
Tho”
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Tho’ Envy’s tongue would blaft thy fame,
And Ignorance may fneer,

© Yet ftill thy antient honour’d Narhe
To each true Brother ’s dear :

Then ftrike the blow, to charge prepare,
In this we all agree,

May Freedom be each Mafon’s care,

And every Mafon free.
Cho. Then ftrike the blow, &c.

SONG XXVI.

Sungata Provincial Grand Lodge for the County
of Cornwall, held at Truro on the Feftival of
. St. John the Baptift, 24th June, 1779.

[Tune, Cafino.]

COME, ye Mafons, hither bring
The tuneful pipe and pleafing ftring,
Exert each'voice,

Aloud rejoice,
And make the fpacious Concavering;

Let your hearts be blythe and gay,
" Joy and mirth let all difplay,
No dull Care
" Shall enter here,
For this is Mafons’ holiday.
" Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

Fricndﬂ:ip
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Friendthip here has fix’d her feat,”
And Virtue finds a calm retreat,
Go tell the Fool,
*T'is Wifdom’s fchool,

‘Where Love and Honour always meet.

-Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

Social pleafures here invite,

To fill the foul with fweet delight,
While Hand in Hand
Our friendly Band

In Love and Harmony unite.
Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

'May we oft affemble here,

And long the Badge of Honour wear,
May joy abound,
And we be found

For ever faithful and fincere. -
Cho. Let your hearts, &c.

‘Take the flowing glafs in hand,

And drink to our Provincial Grané,
Long may he reign,
The Caufe maintain, )

And Lodges flourifh through the Land,
Cha, Let your hearts, &c,
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SONG XXVIL
[Tune, From the Kaft breaks the Morn. ]

WHILST ezch Poet fings of great Princes and
To no fuch does my ditty belong : [Kings,
To no fuch does my ditty belong :

*Tis freedom I praife, that demands all my lays,

And Mafonry honours my fong ;
- And Mafonry honours my fong.
Cho. *Tis freedom I praife, &c.

Within compafs to live, is a leflon we give,
Which none can deny to be true;
~ Which none can, &ec. .
All our a&ions to fquare, tothe Time we take care,
And Virtue weever purfue;
And Virtue we ever, &c.
Che. All our a&ions, &c.

On a level we are, all true Brothers fhare
_ The gifts which kind Heaven beftows ;
The gifts, &c. : i
In friendfhip we dwell ; none but Mafons can tell
. What blifs from fuch harmony flows ;
What blifs, &c.
Che. In friendthip we, &c.

In our myftical fchool, we muft all work by rule,
And our Secrets we always conceal ;

And our, &c. 5
Then let’s fing and rejoice, and unite every voice,
With Fervency, Freedom, and Zeal ;

With Fervency, &c. '
& w) Chy. Then let’s fing, &c, :
Y Then




-
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‘Then each fill a glafs, and the cu'clmg toaft pafs,
And merrily fend it around ;
And merrily, &c.
Let us Mafonry hail, may it ever prevail,

‘With fuccefs may it ever be crown’d !

With fuccefs, &c.
 Cha. Let us Mafonry, &c.

SONG XXVIIL
[Tune, Balance a Straw. ]

WHEN the Sun from the Eaft firft falutes mortal

And the fky-lark melodioufly bids us arife; [eyes,

With our hearts full of joy, we the fummons obey,

Straight repair to our work, and to moiften our .
clay.

On the traffel our Mafter draws angles and lines,

There with freedom and fervency forms his de-

Not a picture on earth is fo lovely toview, [figns;

All his lines are fo perfe&, his angles fo true.
In the weft fee the Wardens fubmiffively ftand,

" The Mafter to aid, and obey his command ;

‘The intent of his fignals we perfe®ly know,
And we ne’er take offence when he gives us ablow.

In the Lodge, floth and dulnefs we always avoid,

Fellow-crafts and apprentices all are employ’d :

Perfe afhlers fome finith, fome make the rough
plain,

All are pleas’d with their work, and are pleas’d

with their gain,
When
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When my Mafter I’ve ferved feven years, perhaps

more,

Some fecrets he’ll tell me I ne’er knew before 3
In my bofom I’ll keep them as long as I live,
And purfue the dire@ions his wifdom fhall give.

T’ll attend to his call both by night and by day,

It is his to command, and ’tis mine to obey ;

Whenfoe’er we are met, I’ll attend to his nod,

And I'll work till high twelve, then I'll lay dowa
my hOdo

THE END.

-
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