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They have laughed at the ftory of a1 Magnetical Sommam-
bule, who had written when his eyes were covered witha
head-band, and corrected words, erafed letters to fubftitute
others, upon or ncar thems '

They faid fuch a thing {hould bz fcen before it was be-
lieved ; and even after havmg reaily feen it, they fufpected
the good faith of the Somnambule, fo extraordinary the
event appeared.

But how could they forget that our learned had before-
hand prepared us to believe thofc pheenomena, by pre«
fenting them to" us, as a neceflary confequence from Som-
nambulifm ? ¢ If you follow a Somnambule,” fays the al-
ready quoted article, « it is ealy to perccive, that his
« fleep, fo much alike when he is awake, offers a prodi-
¢ gious number of wonderful things. Truth itfelf becomes
¢ incredible.” -

The author defpifing the exaggerations often attending
on fuch ftories, has only referred ¢ to notorious falls, of
« which the truth cannot even be {ufpeted.”

It is after fuch a preamble, that hc relates the ftory of a
young Somnambule, a clergyman and fellow-ftudent of the
Archbithop of Bourdeaux. That Prelate ufed to go every
night in that Somnambule’s room, as foon as he thought
him afleep. He remarked in particular, that the perfon
got up, took paper, campofed and wrote fermons. When
he had finifhed a page, he read it over, and repeated it
very loud; if, adds the author, that allion was done with-
out the eyes afliftance, can it be called reading ?

The fame clergyman with his cyes {hut compofed mpu-
fic; a cane ferved him as a compafs; with it he traced, at
an equal diftance, the five neceflary lines, put in their
ftead the Key, Flat, Sharp, then marked the notes which
he had firft done '1ll whxtc ; and when ke had finithed, in
“taking up again every one of them, he. made them b/acl'

. {uch as thould have been fo, and wrote the words under. -
1t once happc'led that he wrote them with too large
charaélers, fo that they were nat placed directly under their
»corrcfponding notes 3 he foon perceived his miftake (with-
_out the affiftance of Lis eyes) and in order to mend it, he
erafed what he had juft done, by pafling his hand over,
snd made again lower that muﬁcal line w ith all poffible

precifion.
The
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The Prelate to whom we are indebted for thefe particu~

lars, . having placed himfelf before the Somnambule to be
enabled to follow him with more pplication, obferved a
very wonderful “circumftance : The young clergyman hav-"
ing put in fome place of his fermon the words, #%is divine
injant, perceived in reading it over again, that thefe two
words made a difagreeable diffonance, and fubftituted the "
epithét adsrable inftead of the word divine; but that altera-
tion left an imperfe&tion in the phraf, becaufe there was
ce adorable enfant ; the Somnambule perceiving the error,
very dexterouily added a # after ce, fo that it was written cez
adorable enfant. '
" Whenever the Somnambule read or corrected what he
had written, he took care to put his fingers on the charac-
ters that were not yet dry; he made a digreflion to avoid
rubbing them: a caution he never took when the letters
were not wet, :

It is to be obferved that the Prelate, in order pofitively
to know' whether he made any ufe of bis eyes, had imagined
to put a paffe-board under his nofe ; and it was in that pofiti-
on he continued the operations above-mentioned.

" There are falts certified in the Encyclopedia itfelf,

equally notorious, and .above all contradition ; which is

no doubt fufficient evidently to prove one of thefe two "
points, viz. That the Somnambule can fee without the

affiftance of his eyes, or that his fight, exalted to an incon-

ceivable degree, pierces through his eyelids and the opa-.
cous bodies. ¢

 The memorials of the Academy of Sciences, and the

phyficians works, contain a prodigious number of obferva-

tions which plainly confirm the facts hinted, and éthers of

the fame nature. ' When an explanation of fuch 2 fingulari-

ty is demanded, they all unite to acknowledge the weaknefs

of our comprehenfion, and exhort us to admire what we

cannot underftand. . What Encyclopedia fays on thdt. ac-

count well deferves to be related. .

«« How is it pofiible,” fays he, ¢ that a man buried in
« a found {leep fhould hear, walk, write, or fee ; in a word,’
<« enjoy the exercife of all his fenfes, and perform divers
"¢ motions with exatnefs and precifion ? '

© « We muft freely own there exift many things, the
¢« reafon of which we are quite ignorant of, and
D ¢ which
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% w}uch wc cannot penetrate into, nature has its myite-
€ ries)

The author of the fame article, after havmg mentioned
many furpnﬁng falts, which he aflerts as mconteﬁ:zble,
.makes a judicious farcalm ggainft thofe pretenders in point
"of learning, who believe nothing but what they can account
for, and will not for a moment fuppofe, that there are in
nature myi{teyics impenctrablé to their fagacity. Let us
now cbferve the dangerous effect of prejudice.

Whenever the fame phesnomena are rcpeated by a Mag-
netical Semnambule, it is infinuated thofe concerned
them ufe deccit and fraud, becaufe fuch pheenomena are
contrary to a!l received notions, and have no inftance in

“nature to authorife a belief.  But how is it poflible to re-
concile fuch a reclamation with the various examples which
have jult now been quoted ? .

One of the chief ob]L&xons againft MagnetlcaISomnam-
bulifm is, becaufe it oticrs both contradictions and inconfe-
g:rences with that pretended fubtlety of both fenfe and feel;
mg.

Tt has been obferved that thofe Somnambules, fo dif
cerning with regxrd to certain objects, were altogether m-
fenfible of others.

For example, fuch a man who dexteroufly crofles a row
of chairs without touching them, and writes or reads through
a pafte-board, fhall not fee whether there are pedple round
Lim; he will take one thing for another, and fhall not
_perceive the fraud impofed on him.

But natural Semnambuliim’s example fully anf; wers that
objeciion, and the fuppofed contradiclion, far from being
an argument againft the reality of Maqnetxcal Somnambu-
Lifin, “better citablifhes its vera city, fince it prefents a de-
gree of refemblance more confiftent with natural Somnam-
buiitn.

The natural Somnambule of Encyclopedia well faw his
papet and leteer through a pafte-board, and yet could not
fee the very perfén who was. placed before him, bufily
employved in examining his motions. i

Th¢ Lane Somuambule imagining he was walkingson
the border of a viver, thought he faw a child falling into
the water 5 immediatcly he precipitates himfelf on his bed,

making
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‘making the fame geftures 2s a man fwimming, and after’
having much moved and fatigued himfelf, finding the bed -
clothes in a heap, he fuppofes it the chlld takes it up with
one hand and employs the other to return, by {fwimming
on fhore ;3 ‘when he thinks himifelf there, he lays himfelf
on the bed, and rattles his te¢th, conveying the appearance
of a man quite wet and cold ; he then atks the byltanders
for a glafs of brandy to warm him, and .as they were giv-
ing him a glafs of water he perceived the trick, and infift-
ed on havmg brandy, which, as foon as he has got, he ea-
gerly drinks:it, declaring, at the fame time that it does him
.good.

By that example it is evident that the Somnambule,

though deceived by the fight and feeling, had his tafte
Tound and perfe&, fince he well knew how to alfccm
brandy from water.
* Such contradiftions being hereditary to natural Semnam-
bules, they fhould not be looked upon as extraordinary in
- Magnetical Somnambules, fince both Somnambulifms are
derived from a fecret difpofition which, likely, are very
near the fame. :

I had many fimes an opportunity of feeing myfelf
fuch contraditions, which at firft produced in me a great
diffidence, becaufe I was not then well acquainted witb the
fingularities inherent to Somnambulifn.

Two years ago being at the Marquis of Pzgﬁm«r s I or-
dered a Magnetical Somnambule, whom he fhewed mc,,
to take a hat which was lying on a table in the clofet, and
to go and put it on the head of fome of the company.

I did not exprefs my command in {peaking, Lut only by
Tign in tracing the line which I gave him to run over,
and at the end of which was the hat. The Scmnambule,
(whofe eyes were covered with a pafte-board) got up from
his chair, follows the direction thewn with my finger, ad-
vances towards the table, and takes the hat amid{t many
other objets that were on the fame table; but before he -
prefented it to the perfon, thinks it civil to brufh ity and
" though there was no brufh on the table, he makes the gef-
ture of 2 man who took oné ; and holding the hat with his
left hand, he brufhes it on the three fides with his right
hand, ‘puts the imaginary bruth on thé -table, and carries
: " Da the

\
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the hat, placing it on the head of the indicated perfon.
Though that Somnambule had perfectly fulfilled my inten-
tion, I conceived fome difidence on account of the circum-
ftance of the brufh,

How could that man whofe fight and feeling were feem-
ing perfectly found, not perczive there was no brufii on the
table | How could he miitake lumfelf fo far as to thirk he
had one in his hand ?

From thence I inferred, that having committed fo grofs
and palpable a miftake, he was fur from having the feeling
znd fight as fubtile as they would give to underftand, and

that there ‘was in the reft of his operations more addrefs than

fair prallice. o

The Magnetical Somnambules, whom I have fince feen,
have all given me reafon for the fame diffidence, by difplay-
ing contradictions of the fame nature.

But how great was my furprife, when, after having con-
{ulted the works, memorials, and relations made on Som-

" nambulifm, Iobferved the fame contraditions in natural
Somnambules, and that they were alfo an object of great
jftonifhment to fpeQtators; fo what at firft fecmed to me
a motive of fufpicion, became at lait a new reafen to ground
my perfuafion. ¢ What is inconceivable,” fays Pigatti,
an Italian doctor, (fpeaking of Sommnambules) ¢ is, that,
¢ on certain occafions their fenfations are very fubtile,
¢¢ whillt, on cthers they are very impenetrable.”

I {aw in the fame work an infinite number of other Som-
-nambules, whick, after having at firft thewn 2 wonderful
fubtlety of fenfation, fecmed the next moment to be entirely
deprived of them, by taking one thing for another, and
confounding the obje€ls which could claim no analogy to
one another.
 The mott aftonifhing Somnambule that ever exifted, is,
withont a doubt, Fobn Baptif} Negretti, who was both fol-
Jowed and clofely examined during five fucceflive nights, by
a vaft number of people. M. Pigatti,- who was prefent at
thofe experiments, has given an exat and precife account
of them, which is found in the Fournal Etranger, March
1756.

7'51‘hat Somnambule, having his eyes clofely fhut, took
fnuff out of a box prefented to him, came down many large
; ) ' ftairs
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ftairs witheut groping, hefitation, or even touching, turn« '
ing and ftopping precifely where he fhould; placed bot-
tles, and glafles on a fmall pillar which was in his way;
went and came into the different apartments without run-
ning againft any thing ; ftopped at doors which were fhut,
and opened them; went to draw water from the well,
took out of the buffet napkins, towels, knives, and gene-
rally all that was neceflary for a table ; and performed ma-
ny other things no lefs furprifing, too tedious to relate,
but-which all fuppofe an exquifite fubtlety in the fight and
feeling. ,

Next to this, are to be fcen miftakes, which quite con«
tradict that perfection in the fenfes. After having looked
for a light, the Somnambule imagines he has a candle in'
his hand ; without perceiving his error, he thinks he holds
a candleftick whilft it is only a bottle; he helps himfelf
with that pretended light by carrying it along with him;
he draws near the chimney to dry a wet towel, though
there is no fire; he falutes the ladies and gentlemen in
whofe company he imagines him{elf, whilft there is not any
fuch perfon as he fuppofes among thofe that furround hims
 He goes to the public-houfe, thinking to be accompanied
by a comrade, though there is not fuch a thing; he pours
him fome drink, addreffes him, and drinks his health, with-
out perceiving he is alone. "When bufy in eating a fallad,
they take his plate away to fubftitute a dith of cabbages im-
bibed with vinegar and cinnamon, unknown to him: the
take the laft dith to ferve him with a plate of raw fritters,
and he. continues to eat; they give him water inftead of
wine; at laft fomebody jeftingly rubbing his legs with a
cane, he takes it for the beating of a dog which he fup-
pofes near him ; he falls in a paflion againit the dog, looks
for him, endeavours to beat him, goes and fetches a whip
to chaftife him : after having returned with the whip, fome
of the fpectators throw a muff at him ; then imagining to
Jay hold of the dog, he beats him with violenc.

There are contraditions to explain that which ftruck
me fo forcibly in the Somnambule of the Marquis of
}I:uy/egur, .on account of the imaginary brufh he thought he

eld.
" There are an infinite number of other examples which
might be quoted, and which all tend fully to manifeft that
’ incquality
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inequality of fenfatjons and fenfibility obferved in the feve-
ral Somnambules, -

The Library of Medicine, vol. x. p. 477. mentions a
Somnambule, who getting out of his bed at mid-night,
went to a ncighbouring decayed houfe, and of which but,
fittle remained, faving the bare walls and fome pieces of
timber. '

The Somnambule mounted to the very top of that houfe,
and jumped from one beam to another, though there was
under a profound abyfs.

In the fame work is related a ftory of another Somnams
bule, who, in the night tme drefled himfelf, put on his
boots and fpurs, and then leapt on the border of a window
five ftories high, which he miftook for his horfe, and in
that pofture agitated himfelf with all the geftures of a cava-
licr who rides poft.

In the two laft inftances, there is an inexplicable afloci-
ation of the moft perfect penetration, with the greateft
ftupidity. How a man, who had addrefs enough to climb
up the top of a decayed houfe, and run on a few weak
beams, could not perceive the profound abyfs which lay
under ? and how he, who drefled himfelf as a cavalier, put
on his boots and fpurs, could take the border of a window
for a horfe? To explain thofe fingularities, the principle of
Somnambulifm, and that want of organization which at
that moment took place in the individual, fhould be better
known. - v '

That induces Mr. Rebelizi, a cclebrated Italian do&or,
author of many obfcrvations on Somnambulifm, to fay, that
we ought to content ourfelves with admiring the wonderful
cffclts of that condition which Providence {eems to prefent
to the learned, in order to confound them, and fhew the
narrow compafs of human underftanding.

The apparent immobility and infenfibility of Magnetical
Somnambules, for whatever 1s faid or tranfadted round
.them, is alfo experienced in matural Somnambuies. He
whom I juft now fpoken of, was quite infenfible to the
approach of a candle, which almoft burnt his eyebrows.

Therc is likewife in the memorials of the Academy of
Sciences for the vear 1742, p. 469, a differtation of Mr.
&2 Savage de ia Creix on the Somnzmbulifm of a girl from

' ’ " Mont-
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Montpclher, exhibiting a ftriking inftance of the Iuce iy
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fenfibility :
- - ¢ On the 5th of April, 1757%,” fays the author, ¢« when

I vifited the hofpital at ten o’clock in the morning I found
the patient in Bed.- T

« She began to fpeak with a degree of vivacity and wit,
which fhe never fhewed when out of that fituation ; fhe
changed now and then her difcourfe, and feemed to ad-
drefs many of her friends who were aflembling round
her bed ; what the uttered feemed to bear fome analogy
with what fhe faid in her attack of the preceding day,
wherein having verbatim related an inftruction, in the
way of a catechifm, which {he heard the day before, fhe
made fome moral and malicious applieations to the peco~
ple of the houfe, whom fhe took care to mention under
fi€titious names, accompanying the whole with geftures
and moticns of her eyes, which fhe had opened: in a

- word, with all the circumftances attending on the ac-

tion done the day before; and yet fhe was in a found
fleep.” It was a very awarded circumftance which no cne
doubted ; but forefeeing I could never prefume to afcer-
tain it, unlefs I had previoudly rendered fome formal ex-
periments, I made them on her fenfes and organs whilft

¢ fhe was in the a& of fpeaking.

({4
(14
«
«
€«
«
{3
(14

«
«
«
«

€«
14

-

« At firft, as the girl had her eyes open, I thought that’
difimulation, if there was any. in the cafe, could not
withftand a flap on the hand, or one given fuddenly on
the face ; but this repeated experiment did not cither
occafion the leaft grimace or interrupt her difcourfe: I
had recourfe to ancther experiment, which was to put
brifkly my finger to her eye, and to approach a lighted
wax candle near enough to burn her eye-brows; but
fke did not even twinkie on the occafion.
« Secondly, a hidden perfon made fuddenly a frreﬂt
noife in the girl’s ear, and repeated it with a ftone agamﬂ;
the bolfter of her bed : at any other time fhe would have
been trembling with fear, but then fhe appearcd perfect-
ly indifferent and infenfible to what pafled.
¢« Thirdly, I poured in her eyes and mouth fome bran-
dy, and {pirit of ammoniac fait; I even applied on ths
Lorny tunicle of the eye, a feather’s beard, then the end
6 of
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¢ of my finger, but in vain: Snuff blown up her nofe,
¢¢ pricking with pins, and fingers extorted, had on her the
& fame effet as on a mere machine ; the never gave the
¢ Jeaft fign of fentiment.”

The xoth vol. of the Medicine's library contains a ‘me-
morial on 2 female Somnambule, who was infenfible to the
blows fhe received with a whip on her naked fhoulders ;
one day they rubbed her back with honey, and in that con-
* dition expoied her in the fun’s meridian to the ftinging of
bees, which occafioned a great number of blilters on her
body,  without thewing the leaft motion in the world : but
when fhe awoke, fhe feemed to fuffer acute pain in the af-

fected places, and bitterly complained of the hard ufage
and treament the had met with.

Concermng that ‘woman, I obferved an mteref’cmg cir-
cumitance, which is perfectly conformable to what is now
paft;.it'is becaufe the learned and other profefiors of me-
dicine declined to go and verify the cafe of that ﬂeeper
under the pretence that fuch a ftate contradx&cd the noti-
ons already received in phyficlogy.

"The author of the relation thus exprefles himfelf ¢

¢ The long ftay that woman made at Louvain, gave

« every body an opportunity of fecmfr her, and fcrupul-

-« oufly examining {o extraordinary 2 phcenomenon. ‘The
« ancient profeflors in that town looking on the event as a
¢¢ fable and mere chimera, could not take on themfelves to
& increafe the number of {pectators. It is thus,” continues
the author, ¢ that prejudice fhuts the eyes of men of the
« firlt merit, and hinders them from ftudying and applymg
« themfeives to the difcovery of feveral things which might
« prove very beneficial to monl\md—-Laﬂ:xy, fays the famé
author, ¢ the young profeffors and other phyficians in the
« town, looking on this pheenomenon with an indifferent
« eye, furxouﬂy enquired into the cafe of that flceper, and
¢ after a thorough inveftigation, had every reafon to ‘be
« fully fatisfied. »

It will not be amifs to obferve, that the author of this
page is ¢ a phyfician ¢ the faculty at Paris.”

Such an infenfibility is true, for the noife which fur-
rounds Magnetical Somnambules does not extend to eve-
ry kind of noifc, fince the Somnambule preferves the facul-

Yy
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ty of hearing thofe perfons with-whom he is in analogy and
harmony.

. This diftin@tion has been deemed, by many, a mere ex-

travagance, as it is not conceivable how, in the fame in-
dividual, a faculty could exift which lies open only to fuch
a perfon, and open for all others.
- But that wonder, repugnant to reafon, finds its analogy
in natural Somnambulifm, wherein Somnambules are feen, '
who, though deaf to thundering noifes and the voice of fe-
veral people, yet hear very well, and without the leaft dif-
ficulty, another perfon with whom they keep an exclufive
relation, fuch as patients, nurfes, or others they have more
fpecially approached, as a hufband, wife, or children.

Thefe laft have not only the faculty of making themfelves
heard to a natural Somnambule, but even that of making
him fpeak.

This fingularity is {o very remarkable, that many authors

* eomplain that certain perfons avail themfelves of fuch a

eircumitance to catch the fecret of the Somnambule. It is
thus that begins the article Somnambule in Encyclopedia :

< Somnambules are frequently feen,” fays that article,
¢« who, in their fleep relate whatever happened to them in
¢ the courfe of the day; fome anfwer the queftions made
¢ them, and hold very confiftent difcourfes. There. are
¢ perfons fo uncandid as to avail themfelves of the condi-
¢ tion they are in, ¢ to catch in fpite of them,” certain
¢ fecrets which it is much their intereft to conceal.”

Obferve well thefe expreflions ¢ to catch in fpite of
¢ them.” This plainly fhews the acknowledgment of the
formal influence which certain perfons awake can cxercife
over the Somnambule. )

But by fimilar-means and proceedings can fuch a relation
take place betwixt the perfon awake and the Somnambule ?
Magnetifers pretend, - and infinuate, that the relation is
eftablifhed by mere contact, by touching the Somnambule
in the extremities of his fingers or pulfe; or by-touching,
in a like manner, any body elfe in relation with him ; which
prefents a kind of refemblance with the loadftone.

- They have not failed in exclaiming againft this afferticn ;

and when experience has feemingly convinced them of the

truth, a deccit l'as bzen fufpeCed on the part of the pre-

tended Somnambul:. .
i But
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But to what purpo.e then have they recourfe to that prc-
tended reluctance, to admit of fo ancient an effed, and
long fince well known in the world ? A proverbial cxpreﬂiun
traces us this opinion of oldj for, it i1s well known that
moft proverbs are but fcattered remains of forgotten truths.

But as many perfons might refufe fu¢h authority, we
muft furnifh them with a teltimony given out by the learn-
ed themfelves, and which fully evinces the eflicacy of the
proceedmrr taught Magnetifers.

Henry de Steers, a Flemifh ‘phyfician, certifies, that he
knew from his infancy a Somnambule, who, during his
fleep, performed wonderful things ; among others, he re-
lates that in the middle of night, and during a moﬂ: pro-
found fleep, he went and tock his child out of the cradle
where he lay, and then walked over all the houfe, holding
the infant in his arms : Lis wife, who had accidentally per-

ceived this, afraid of the child, followed her hufband ftep
by ftep, with an intent of affifting them if occafion requir-
ed : or, as the had obferved that, in that fituation her huf-
band anfwered all queftions fhe put to him, and took the
freedom of interrogating him on the moft fecret things the
wanted to know.

The author obferves that the hufband was in day-time
very circumfpedt with his wife on his perfonal affairs,
which he affefted to congcal from her : but being interro-
gated by his wife, when in a ﬂate of Somnambuiifm, and
“« holdmg his child in his arms,” then, faid the author, he
plainly anfwered all the queftions put to him by his wife,
who followed him, and ¢ then had nothing concealed .
¢ from her,” and was often furprifed to hear her fpeaking
of thines which he thought were only known to himfelf.
Vide lera"v of Medlcxm, vol. x. p. 463. ' :
~ 'The tcthoay of a refpeclable author ferves firft t6 con-
firm that influence fpoken of in the Encyclopedia, which
lies in certain perfons ¢ to oblige the Somnambule to fpeak
« and declare thofe very thmg which it" was his inte-
« reft to conceal.” It alfo confirms the poffibility of finding
out a means to eftablifh a re/ation between the perfon who 1s
awake and the Somnambule.

The Semnambule we were fpeakmg of, was in no relation

v with his wife, from the mcement he entered into the ftate of

Somnambulifm




( 35 )

Somnambulifm ; to eftablitha communication, it was necef-
fary he fhould have had Ais child in bis arms. Laftly, ob--
ferve, that the circumftance of having his child in his arms,
perfectly anfwers the proceedings peinted out by the Mag-
netifers. The child, placed in his father’s arms, and on the
other hand-fupported by the hands of a trembling mother,
eftablifhed a relation between the hufband and wife, through
the comimunication and analogy he bore to each of them.
Thus, that aftonithing marvel, againft which phyficians
have fo much inveighed as a mere chimera, a fable, a fraud, |
has, long ago, been attefted by one of their authors, who
confirms in the moft precife manner what Magnetifers had ad-
vanced.—It is eafy to perceive that Magnetifers, by putting
~ themfelves in harmony with Magnetical Somnambules, do
nothing elfe but procure themfelves that intimate analogy,
of which inftances are to be found in natural Somnambu~
lifm, -and into the principle of which they have neglected
to enquire. ,
As to the faculty the Magnetifers pretend to be endowed
with, to dire¢t the Somnambule’s motions, by making him
go from the right to the left, forwards and backwards; in
a dire& and circulary line, after the manner of a loaditone,
in the prefence of the Carupeas, that faculty is a neceflary
confequence of what has been faid before 5 and after having
‘admitted and acknowledged the power ¢ of making a Som-
¢ nambule fpeak againfl his will, and declare thofe very
¢ things he has a material intereft to conceal,” ought not
have any great objetion to admit the faculty of directing
his motions. ' o
An inftance quoted by Kaau Boerhaave, will afford an
idea of the aftonifhing fubjection which a man is liable to
with regard to another perfon with whom he isin affinity, -
That author fpeaks of a man who had the. whim quickly
to enter in aflinity with all thofe whom he approached.
After a few moments, his body acquired a fympathetical
flexibility which forced him to imitate, with precifion and -
rapidity, all the motions he perceived in the perfon he had
fixed upon, as, ¢ to move his eyes, lips, hands, armss
¢ feet, td cover or uncover his head, walk, &c.” and all
this in fpite of himfelf, and through the influenceof a fu-
perior force, which prompted his fympathetical organs to
a& with thofe of cthers.

/
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Tt was an amufement to hold his hands in the prefence
of any one who happened to make geftures, and then he
was extremely agitated, continually ftruggling and endea-
" vouring to fet himfelf at liberty.

If any kind of fenfation was required of him, he was in
thofe moments conilrained, and an{wered he had the head
or heart ach.

Boerhaave adds, that in confequence of that odd kind of
organization, he was obliged to go in the ftreet with his
eyes clofely fhut, and that he was a very troublefome mem-
ber of focicty.

The example of fuch a fympathetical fenfibility may ferve
to diminifh the improbability, of the allinity and relatiqn
which Animal Magnetifm fecms to eftablith between the .
patient and the Magnetifer ; and it is on that account that
Kaau Boerhaave certifies, that a man can, by the means of
fuch an Wimty well eftablifhed, become ¢ a god for another
¢ man,” by making him fubfcrvxcnt to his will arrd plea-
fure. Sit Fimo homini Deus e/t ®

We read in the work of the Marquis de Puyfegur, enti-.
tled, ¢ Memorials to fcrve for eftablithing Animal Mag-
¢ n°tx"m,” many obfcrvaqons of that nature, concerning -
the patients he had put in a ftate of Somnambulifm.

The very firft perfon, whom, to his great aftonithment
he put in that ftate, was in fuch perfe@ affinity with him,
that he exactly followed all his motions, and loudly repeat- .
ed every air which the Marquis internally fang.

That fingularity which at firlt. appeared incredible, ac-
quires (notwithftanding the high charalter of the author)a
new dégree of authority from the above related examples,
and the teftimony of the authors, who have fpoken of that
kind of fympathetical influence.

The proceedings made ufe of by Magnetifers find likewife
their analogy and authority in natural Somnambulifm.

Mr. Figacti was ufed to put an end to the ftate of Som-
nambulifm, by lightly pafling the extremity of his fingers
over the Somnambulc’s cye-lids. It is cxa&ly the method
ufed by Magnetifers. We read in the work of the Marquis
de Puy f?f*ur, that he made, at ‘his pleafure, a patient
change his converfation, by deterring him from fad objets,

and
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and “prefenting him with fome of a 'mor’e'corifoling na-
ture,

¢« When I thought,” fays the author, that hls thoughts
¢ ought to affet him in a difagreeable manner, I ftopped
# him, and tried to infpire him with agreeable ones,
¢ which I eafily did, and then faw him perfely pleafed,
¢ and imagining that he either aimed at .fome -prize, or
¢ danced at an entertainment. I united thofe thoughts in
¢¢-him, and by that means forced him to move himfelf in
¢ his chair, as in imitation of dancing, &c.” .

Thofe pheenomena have been fufpected, though they are
fully confirmed by the Encyclopedia in the article of Som-
nambule.

The author of that article, relating a number of wonder-
ful facts in the Somnambule mentioned, continues thus :

¢ The fame Somnambule has furnithed us with a great
« number of extraordinary falts : but thofe which I have
« related are fufficient to my purpofe.. I fhall therefore
« only add, that whenever T had a mind to make him
s change hlo difcourfe, leave off fad and difagrecable fub-
¢ jells, it was fuflicient to pafs a pen over his lip, and
¢ immediately he difcuffed quite different queftion.”

That conformity betwixt both recitals, ferves to confirm
the one by the other; and if, after that double te{hmony,

o~

-

.any one is authorized to pcrfcvere in his “furprize, he is

ftill more fo to perfevere in his fufpicions.

To conclude, the laft proof of refemblance between the
two kinds of Somnambules is, that of waking: they both
entxrely forget whate\ er they have either done or faid dur-
ing their fleep.

I couid, by extending fuch difcuffion, account for the
communication of thoughts, without the afliftance of either
voice or figns, it being eafy to thew that this fingularity is

- not more difficult to be underftood than the other; that it

has been fufpected by ancient phyfiologifts; and even men-
tioned* in ‘'modern works of celebrated phyficians; but I
think it ufelefs to expatiate any further on a pheenomenon
with which the different minds are not as yet grown fami-

liar enough.
My obje& is, by no means, to write a complete work
wherein the fubjeét of Magnetical Somnambuliim fhould
) A , " bet
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be fully difcufied. I only meant to elucidate fome ideas,
and to encourage judicious perfons to inveftigate the matter,
excite their refleCtions, and provoke in them a philofophi-
cal doubt, and laftly, to encourage them to contribute,
by inveftigation and obfervations, to refolve a problem no
lefs interefting to mankind than coriducive to the ime
provement of Sciences. -

In my next I fhall give an Effay on the Theory of Sem-
nambuhfm.
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