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their own promptitude, they often terrify men with no&urnal vifions;
provoke melancholy people to fuicide; tempt drunkards and incendiaries
to fet houfes on fire, to burn thofe who are in them, and allure carelefs
fervants and others to found and incautious fleep, that fuch unlucky
accidents might happen ; befides innamerable other ways they have of
executing the devices of iniquitous {pirits through malicious inftigations,
or fecret ftratagems, projeted for the overthrow and deftruction of mortal
men; efpecially when the work to be effeéted by the devil is too hard for
his fubtle and fpiritual nature to effe@, becaufe the fame belongs to the
outward fource or principle to which thefe dubious fpirits more imme-
diately belong. For, being compounded of the fiery element, they are
moft officious in this kind of fervice, being fuch as the antecedent mat-
ter hath fufliciently demonftrated ; but, according to their different ranks
and orders, fome of them are much more inveterate and malicious in their
agency than the reft. Thefe, as well as every other kind of aftral {pirits,
are more or lefs obfequious to the kingdom of darknefs; and the devil,
it feems, can effe& little or nothing without their affiftance in this out-
ward or elementary world, upon the paflions of mankind ; becaufe their
bodies are too crude for the diret conveyance of their influence, either
in dreams, charms, vifions, raptures, or other foft and alluring means.
Thefe fiery {pirits are likewife apt for conjuration, and are always ready
at the call of the magician, for the execution of any cruel or diabolical

purpofe.

Diftin¢t from fiery f{pirits are a {pecies which properly belong to the
metallic kingdom, abiding in mountains, caves, dens, deeps, hiatas or
chafms of the earth, hovering over hidden gold, tombs, vaults, and fe-
pulchres of the dead. Thefe fpirits arec termed by the ancient philo-
fophers “¢ proteilors of hidden treafure,” from a principle or quality in
their nature whence they exceedingly delight in mines of gold and filver,
and places of hidden treafure; but are violently inimical to man, and en-
vy his benefit or accommodation in the difcovery thereof ; ever haunting
thofe places where money is concealed, and retaining malevolent and
poifonous influences to blaft the lives and limbs of thofe whd attempt to
make fuch difcoveries; and therefore extremely dangerous for magicians
to exorcife or call them up. It is recorded in feveral of the ancient Bri-
tith authors, that Peters, the celebrated magician of Devonfhire, together
with his aflociates, having exorcifed one of thefe malicious fpirits to con-
dut them toa fubterranean vault, where a confiderable quantity of treafure
was known to be hid, they had no fooner quitted the magic circle, than
they were inftantaneoufly cruthed into atoms, as it were in the twinkling
~of an eye. And in this particular we have too many fatal examples

upon
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upon record, of the fudden deftruGtion of thofe who by magical {pells
had called upon this defcription of {pirits, for the purpofe of difcovering
hidden gold ; which examples feem to prove, that thefe {pirits have more
affinity with the infernal than with the aftral hierarchy; and that they
are the diabolical agents of Mammon bringing about all the evils of this
world, which {pring from an infatible luft after gold ; whence the faying
in {cripture, that ¢ we cannot ferve God and Mammon,” and that *¢ #¢ s ea-
Sfier for a camel to pafs through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of heaven; ” hyperbolically fpoken, in reference to the
innumerable fins and wickedne{s committed by mankind, forthe fake of
temporary wealth and riches ! Hence too a reafon offers, why, of all other
fubordinate fpirits, thefe are the moft pernicious to mortal men. The na-
ture of them is fo violent, that in the hiftories of the gold and filver mines
abroad, it is recorded that whole companies of labourers have been de-
ftroyed by them at once ; and that their delight is in tormenting, killing,
and cruthing to death, thofe who moft greedily luft after and feek for fuch
treafures. The richeft and largeft filver mine in Germany was haunted
by one of thefe [pirits, who fometimes ufed to appear in the fhape of an
he-goat, with golden horns, puthing down the workmen with uncom-
mon violence ; and at others in the fhape of a horfe, breathing fiery
flames and peftilential vapours at his noftrils, till, by continual deftruttion,
fear, and alarm, they were obliged to defift from working that mine any
longer; and it continues fhut to this day.

Thus far we have confidered f{pirits fubordinate, or {uch as properly
belong to the elementary or outward world. We will now take a view
of the infernal {pirits or devils, and damned fouls; which are to be clafled
according to their refpetive ranks and orders, exacltly correfpondent or
oppofite to the choirs and hierarchies of the angels, or blefled fpirits, in
heaven,

The origin of devils and infernal fpirits, as fcripture revelation hath
confirmed and eftablithed, proceeded from confpiracy and rebellion in
heaven, under the arch-fiend Lucifer, who was originally of the higheft
order of the angelic hoft ; becaufe it is written of him, ¢ In Chers.bin
extentus, protegeus, pofus te monte fantto Dei”—Extended upon a Che-
rubim, and protecting, I have put thee in the holy mountain of God. And
further, becaufe it is alfo written, ¢ Quomodo enim mane oricbaris, Luci.
fer’—For then didft thou rife in the morning, O Lucifer. Various are
the opinions as to the exprefs occafion of his fall. Some fay, it was for
fpeaking thefe words: ¢ Ponem fedem meam in aquilone, fimilis ero
1 altifma’
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tnnumerable devils and wicked fouls inhabit, and are perpetually fcorched
and tormented with materia/ flames of fire. This is the opinion which
the vulgar are naturally addicted and prone to believe. But, if we rightly
confider the kingdoms of heaven and hell, in refpec of each other, we
mufit look upon the fimilitude of /ight and darkne/s in this outward world
which is not circumf{cribed, nor feparate, as to locality, from one ano-
ther ; for, when the Sun rifes, the darknefs of the night difappears ; not
that it removes itfelf to fome other place or country, but the brightnefs
of the light overpowers and {wallows it up, fo that, though it difappears,
yet it is as abfolutely there as the light itfelf. The fame fimilitude is
alfo to be confidered in the defcription of the habitations of good and evil
beings, that they are really in one another, yet not comprehended of one
another ; neither indeed can they be, for the evil fpirits, though they
fhould remove ten thoufand miles, yet are they in the fame quality and
fource, never able to find out or difcover where the kingdom of heaven is,
though it be really through and through with the dark kingdom ; but
in another oppofite quality, which feparates and makes them eternal ftran-
gers to each other. A fimilitude hereof we have in the faculties of hu-
man life, confidered with refpect to the endowments of the foul in the
juft, and in the wicked ; for to be good, pure, and holy, is really pre-
fent as a quality in potentiza with the depraved foul, although at that in-
ftant the foul be cloathed with abominations, fo-that the eye which
fhould behold God, or goodnefs, is putout. Yet, if the foul would but
come out of itfelf, and enter into another fource, or principle, it might
come to fee the kingdom of heaven within itfelf, according to the Scrip-
ture and Mofes, ¢ zbe word is nigh thee, in thy beart, and in thy mouth.”

. True itis, that the devils, or fallen angles, cannot all alike manifeft
themfelves in this aftral world ; becaufe the nature of fome of them ap-
proaches nearer to the external quality than others ; fo that, although pro-
perly the very innermoft and outermoft darknefs be their proximate
abode, yet they frequently flourifh, live, move, and germinate, in the airy
region. But, according to their fiery nature, it is very difficult for them
to appear in this outward world, becaufe there is a whole principle or
gulph betwixt them, namely, they are (hut up in another quality or ex-
ittence, fo that they can with greater difficulty find out the being of this
world, or come with full prefence into it, than we can remove into the
kingdom of heaven or hell with our intelleCtual man. For, if it were
otherwife, and the devils had power to appear unto mortals as they lift,
how many towns, cities, &c. would be deftroyed, and burnt to the
ground ! how many infants would be pluckt away in their innocency, and
unoffending creatures be deftroyed by their malicious power ? Indeed

No, ;8. 12 P few
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few or none would efcape with their lives, or poflfeflions, or found minds ;
wherecas now all thele enjoyments are free amongft mankind; which
proves, that it is extremely hard for infernal {pirits to appear in the
third principle of this world ; and as difficult as for a man to live under
water, or fithes on the thore. Yet we muft grant, that, when the imagi-
nations and earneft defires of the wicked have ftirred up the centre of hell
within themfelves, then the devil hath accefs to this world in their
defires, and continues here to vex and torment them, fo long as the
ftrength of thofe defires remain, which was the firft attrative caufe.

The caufe of the paucity of appearances of evil fpirits in thefe days,
is the fulnefs of time, and the brightnefs of Chriftianity, difpelling the
mifts of herefy and idolatry, as the Sun doth the fogs, which vanifth on
its appearance ; not by any violence or compulfion, but from a caufe im-
planted in the nature of things and their oppofites. Even fo the king-
dom of light, as it overfpreads the foul in power and dominion, clofes
up the centre of darknefs, and fcatters the influences of the devil before it,
who becomes as it were entirely pa/ive as to the works and will of man.
In the time of the law, when the wrath and jealoufy of the Father had
the dominion in the kingdom of nature, infernal {pirits had more eafy ac-
cefs to mankind than they now have ; for, before the incarnation of Chrift,
the anger of God was unappeafed, and had more dominion over the {oul
of man, which -was then at greater diftance from the divine goodnefs ;
confequently the devils could with more facility {pring up in the element
of wrath, and manifeft themfelves in this outward principle ; becaufe
the very idea and bafis of hell is founded on the wrath of God, which is
the only channel by which the devil is conveyed into this world. So,
when the miracles of Chrift began to manifeft themfelves in the world,
the multiplicity of diabolical appearances, and pofiefled with the devil,
began infenfibly to decay and vanifh. It is true, that the greateft inftances
known of the temptations and power of Satan, were exercifed in that {pace
of time betwixt the incarnation and crucifixion of our Saviour ; yet it is as
certain, that the devil knew he had but a fhort time longer to uphold his
kingdom here, and therefore he employed all his firength-and forces to
torment thofe captive and miferable fouls to whom Chrift came to preach
deliverance.  But, after the partition-wall was broken down, and the vail
of Mofes, and the wrath of God, were removed, there was a fenfible and
vifible decay of Satan’s power in the world ; fo that, though it be pof-
fible, even in thefe days, by a renunciation of the falvation of Chrift,
and by becoming a difciple of the devil, to hold correfpondence with,
er to be wholly peficfied by, him ; yet thefe things happen fo rarely, and

requise
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require {o depraved a ftate of mind and condu&, that, whenever they are
pretended {o to be, there is great room to doubt the truth of fuch affer-
tions, though apparently well authenticated.

" But, notwithftanding that the coming of Chrift hath thus curtailed
the power of the devil over all Chriftian countries, yet fuch nations as
have never embraced the Chriftian faith, but purfue the ancient fuperftition -
and idolatry, are ftill deluded and bewitched by him, becaufe, the centre
of truth and light never having been awakened in them, the power of
Satan eafily prevails to feduce them to worthip things vifible, inftcad of
the true God: for, where moft darknefs and fuperftition is found, whe-
‘ther in religion or perfonal underftanding, there his power 1s always moft
predominant. Thus it is now with the miferable inhabitants of the
greateft part of Afia, and the uncultivated and ferocious parts of Africa
and America; yet we have hopes that the goodnefs of Providence, in his
own fit and appointed feafon, will, through fome favourable channel,
communicate the light of the gofpel to thofe miferable beings, whereby
the thocking idea of feeding on human fleth, of devoting one another
to deftruction and flavery, and of purfuing the infinuations and works
of the devil, may be totally abolithed, and every part of the habitable
globe be united in the acknowledgment of one God, of one Saviour, and
of one liberal, candid, and impartial, Chriftian perfuafion.

As to the different fhapes and forms of the devils, it is fuggefted by
Scripture, apd admitted by all writers upon the fubjett, that they were
an{werable in monftrofity and hideoufnefs to the fuperior rank they held
in heaven, and to the enormity of the offence which was the caufe of their
fall. Thus in Revelation, Lucifer, as the leader and prime apoitate, is
termed the great dragon, and king of the devils. And hence 1t is cone
ceived, that thofe who belonged to the fupreme hierarchies in heaven,
and were the foremoft to rebel, were, immediately on their expulfion
from the realms of blifs, transformed from angels of {plendourand glory,
to devils in the fhape of dragons, crocodiles, ferpents, tygers, and the
like; fo that the moft perverfe and potent among the devils poflefs the
moft ugly and frightful of the beaftial thapes, but a thoufand times more
rerrific and frightful than can pofiibly be conceived from the moft fero-
cious of thofe animals. In this confideration, however, there is a mate<
rial diftin@ion to be made between the apoftate angels and the damned
fouls, which have deferted God in this world, and become inhabitants of
the infernal regions in the other. For the moft part, thefe unhappy crea-
tures retain the human fhape, but with afpets difmal and melancholy,
and expreflive of the unfocakable orments they are doomed to fuffer; for
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endure. Such fouls in whom the boiling fource of anger and revenges
hath had a dwelling or receptable here, if they depart this life in their
fins, do likewife endure a moft dreadful kind of torment, which arifes
continually as a biting worm and hungry fire, to double and accumulate
an excefs of defpair upon them. Thofe alfo, who reigned in pride and
oftentation upon earth, treading under foot the meek and humble in
heart, are tortured with the utmoft reverfe of their defires, which are ever
uppermoft in their infatuated imaginations. They are ever feeking to
pull the Almighty from his throne, and towering up in the pride of
their hearts, hoping to gain the kingdom of heaven to infult and boaft in.
But the quality of the beatific fource is utterly occult and eftranged from
them, fo that they can never find, tafte, hear, nor fee, it, though it be
wrapt round and round with their own peculiar fource and principle.
This adds cternally to their mifery, and rifes upon their fenfes with
horrible pangs and bitter gnawings, like the irkfome and vexatious pains
and achs 'of man’s body, only a thoufand times more acute and infuppor-
table, The nature alfo of their habitation is fuch, that their punifh-
ment is exceedingly aggravated that way ; becaufe the extremity of the
four clements is there converted into a whole principle of wrath and tor-
ment. The excefs of cold and heat, drought and moifture, are alternate-
ly raging amongft them by intercourfe ; nar is there any light or luftre
within their courts, but that which is emitted from their fiery eyes, or
flaming noftrils, as a deadly glance or glimmering, which ferves only to
render the momentary glance of their miferable habitation ten times more
difgufting and intolerable. And, as every kind of beingfeeds upon fome-
thing proper toits own nature or element, whether it be plant, animal,
or metallic produttion, fo the devils are ncither deftitute of meat nor
drink, according to their own kingdom and quality, having fruits
fpringing up and growing before them, of hellith, four, and poi-
fonous, natures, which are real and palpable to them, and not imagi-
nary or typical, though to us magical and invilible. Neither is this
at all to be wondered at, if we confider the nature-of man’s foul 77 media
natura ; for, if it feed not upon the internal and fubftantial Word, which
is the very head of life itfelf, it muft and will of neceflity ruminute on
fomethiag clfe, viz. the fruits of iniquity ; which it takes in and fwal-
lows up,* even as an ox drinks the water ; {o that to the foul the fin be-
comes palpable, glutting, and fatiating, from which it never can be freed,
but by works of expiation and repentance. Alfo, in the aftral fource,
when called up by magical fpells and incantations, or otherwife, they are
not deftitute of food, bat receive the influences of the air and -water into
their /mbus, which they convert into food, according to.their own pois
fonous quality ; as of {weet and wholefome herbs the filthy toads and
other venomous reptiles form their poifon, converting them into a nature
No. ;8. 12
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like their own,  And fo likewife thefe infernal fpirits, confidered in re-
freCt of the four elements, have a tone or language peculiar to themfelves
which they exercife and fpcak one amongft another, as mortals do; but
they have utterly loft the dignity of their founds according to the eternal
nature, and are totally corrupted in their pronunciation or diale&, fince
they fell from their firfk celeftial glory ; fo that their articulation is harth,
doleful, fierce, and terrible, like the fruits they feed upon and place
they dwell in. This deprivation is very apparent in the kingdom of
this world, ia the divided languages of every region, according to the con-
ftellation under which they are fituated ; the true and magical language
of nature, notwithftanding the induftrious lexicographers, ftilk remain-
ing hidden from the knowledge of every country in the habitable world.

Thus far I have endecavored to illuftrate the caufes, natures, and pu-
nithments, of infernal fpirits ; which, notwithftanding, is a (ubje& fo
intricate and copious in itfelf, by reafon of the varicty of their qualities
1n the fource of darknefs, wherein they live, move, eat, breathe, and in-
habit, having qualities, actions, and paffions, innumerable, and which are
to mankind almoft utterly unknown and incomprehenfible. So that to.
attempt an ample demonftration of the matter would require decper fpe-
culation than the fubject deferves, or than I am mafter of ;, particularly
as the inhabitants of that gloomy kingdom are never in one regular ftay,
continuance, or property, but from one hour to another are ¢ontinually
floating and changing; like the {wiftnefs of the winds, or the gliding
along of running waters, which pafs away as a thought, and are no more
remembered. Do it is with the devils and damned {pirits in that lachry-
mable ftate of darknefs, where their exiftence is a continual anguith and
torment, thifting from the pangs of one forrow to the bitternefs of ano-
ther, unto all eternity !

Now according to the fpirit of Chriftian. Revelation, there hath been.
always oppofed to the machinations of the devil and his imps upon earth,.
who *“ go about like roaring lons feeking whom they may, devour,” a certain
defcription of good and holy fpirits, whofe province it is to watch over
the affairs of men, and to guard them from the invifible affaults of the
devil ; exclufive of the miniftration of God’s holy angels, which hath
been manifefted in a thoufand different. inftances in Scripture; but whofe.
appearances and manifeftations to the eyes of mortaf man, never has
been, nor can be, permitted, but on the moft important difpenfa-
tions of divine Providence. ‘The received opinion however is, as
to the former doltrine, that there is, according to the difpofition of the
mand or foul, a good or evil Gensus, that accompanics invil{)bly cvery. per-
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