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I N  F ^ U R  P A R T S .

• I f  A  R  T  I.

A N  E n q u iry  ino, and D efen ce o f, A itr o lo g y ;  w ith  an interefting D ifcou tfe  on N atural and O ccu lt P h ilo fop h y— in w hich 
the W ifd o m  aid O m nipotence o f  G o d ; the m telle& ual Faculties o f  A n g e ls , Spirits, and M en  ; the O rd e r, lla n n n n v , 
Sym pathy, aid w onderful P roperties, o f  the C e le lh a la n d  T e rrc itr ia l W o r ld s ;  the Signs, Influences, and K ffetts, o f  the 
H eaven ly Bones upon all anim al, vegetable, and m ineral, Subitan ees; the N u m b er o f  the Sp h eres; the M eth o d  o f  e re c t­
in g  the H oroiope to caft N a tiv itie s , and the D o t t n n e o f  H orary Q u e ilio n s ; are c learly  exem plified  and explained.

P A R T  I I .

E X A M P L E S  fc  acquirin g a Pradtical K n o w le d g e  o f  A itro lo g y , w ith R u les fo r calcu latin g, red tifying, and ju d g in g , N a ­
tiv ities; by witch the R e a d e r  is enabled to d ifeover, w ith Precifion and A c cu ra c y , e v e iy  m aterial In cid en t o f  his future 
L ite  and Fortuie. Illu ftrated  by a V a iie ty  o f  new , entertaining, and curious, Q ueilion s, lately re io lv ed , upon every  m a­
terial O ccurrcn e iiypublic and private L ife . W ith  a C o lle & io n o f  the m olt rem arkable N ativities that have been cait io i 
K in g s , P rin c< ^ |aip ^ th er em inent M en , b y  the moft celebrated Profellbrs o t this Science, in a ll A g e s  o f  the W o i ld ;  
w ith  allom ihuijInstances o f  their exa£t C o m pletion .

P A R T  ill.
M E T E O R O L O Q C A L  A ftro lo g y  defined and exp la in ed : W h ere in  certain R u le s a re  laid  dow n fo r p re ju d g in g th e  R e v o ­

lutions, V iciflitdes, and M isfo rtu n es, with w h ich  e v e ry  P a rt o f  the habitable W o rld  m ay be occaiionafiy tfu eaten ed . 
G e n e ra l E ffeit.p rod u ced  by great C o n ju n itio n s, L c lip les , T ra n lits , C o m ets, B la zin g  Stars, and other extraoid m ary 
P h e n o m e n a ; wih the A r t  o f  ca lcu latin g  E clip fes, T id e s , and W ea th er, for any N um ber o f  Y e a r s  to com e. T o  which 
is ad d ed , a Cols& ion o f  im proved T A B L E S ,  con trived  to  anfw er all the P u rp ofes o f  A g ro n o m ica l C alcu lation s.

. P A R T  I V .

T H E  D iitin & ion  ptween A itro lo g y  and the D iabolical P ractice  o f  E x o r c ifm ; in w hich the M ethods ufed for ta ilin g  up 
and confulting Sirits are laid  open, w ith  various initanccs o f  their C om pacts w ith  w icked M en . A c co u n t o f  A p p a ­
ritions and Spirit; including a gen eral Difplay o f  the M yiteries o f  W itch cra ft, D ivin ation , C h arm s, and N ecio m an cy. 
C o m p iled  from  -Series o f  interne Study and A p p licatio n , and founded on real E xam p les and E xperien ce.

ie IlAiudo? iyw$ ;
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The Sun, Moon, an Stars, hath God dijlributid unto all Nations under Heaven. They declay e the Glory o f  God, and Jhrw  f o  tk 
his Handywork :  )ay and Night do continually tell o f  them, and their Voice ts heard in all Languages, and tiicir IVoi els are 
gone into the Endtif thc'Eai tn.——  D ent. iv . 19. P fa l. x ix . 1— 5 .

By E. SIBLY, M. D. F. R. H. S.
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D E D I C A T I O N .
T o  the Ancient and Honourable Fraternity 

o f Free and A ccepted M A SO N S.
G en tlem en  and B r e t h r e n ,

T H E  Antiquity of your excellent Fraternity, the 

univerfality of its plan, and the moral re&itude 

and purity of its defign, claim a decided pre-eminence 

over every other Bond of Society into which menkind 

have ever formed themfelves, for the mutual welfare and 

happinefs of each other. The noblenefs of foul which 

firft prompted to its inftitution, and the benevolence of 

heart which has ever iince prevailed throughout all its 

members, will remain a fubjeft of lafting admiration!

T o  you, therefore, as the promoters of liberal fenti- 

merrt, and the guardians of every ufeful fcience, I com­

mit this venerable pile of ancient Aftrology ; a fabric 

obviouily conilru&ed by the Great Architect of the 

World, primeval with the ordination of nature, andin- 

feparable from one of the grand fubjedts of your official 

contemplation.

This Science, by being little known, and lefs under- 

itood, may meet with cenfurc and difapprobation from

. that



D E D I  C A T I O N .
that defcription of learned, as well as of illiterate men, 

whofe rule of faith uniformly keeps pace with their own 

arbitrary conceptions. But the difpaflionate part of man­

kind, with every good Mafon, will candidly weigh the 

evidence “  by the balance of the SanCtuary,” and referve 

their fentence till after a fair and impartial trial.

Sheltered, therefore, under the wing of your fraternal 

regard, and patronized by every fober admirer of the 

fecret works of Nature, I ihall attempt to lay the Foun­

dation Stone of an illuitrious Building, facred to Urania, 

upon which fome more able and ingenious Workman, 

fanctioncd by your patronage and protection, may here­

after raife the edifice to out-top the Ikies, and, like Ja­

cob’s ladder, pierce the itarry region, leading the intel­

lectual faculties of the foul to the moil fublime contem­

plations of God and Nature.

I have the honour to profefs myfelf, with unequivocal 

attachment and eileem, G e n t l e m e n ,

Your Accepted Brother,

And faithful Servant,

E. S I B L  Y .No. x. Upper T itchfield-Street, 
C avendish-Square.



T O  T H S

Y O U N G  S T U D E N T  in A S T R O L O G Y .
•*

M y F r ie n d ,

WH O E V E R  thou art, that {halt with fo much 

eafe receive the benefit of my laborious ftudies, 

and doft intend to proceed in acquiring this heavenly 

knowledge of the Stars, wherein the great and admirable 

works of the inviiible and all-glorious God are fo mani- 

feftly apparent, in the firft place confider and adore thy 

omnipotent C R E A T O R , and be thankful unto him for 

thy exiftence. Be humble, andletnonaturalknowledge, 

how profound and tranfcendent foever it be, elate thy 

mind, or withdraw thee from thy duty to that divine " 

Providence, by whofe all-feeing order and appointment 

all things heavenly and earthly have their conftant and 

never-ceafing motion; but the more thy knowledge is 

enlarged by this comprehend ve fcience, the more do thou 

magnify the power and wifdom of the Almighty God, and 

ftrive to preferve thyfelf in his favour; havingin conftant 

remembrance, that the more holy thou art, and the 

nearer thou approacheft to God in thy religious duties, 

the purer judgment (halt thou always give. Beware of 

pride and felf-conceit, yet never forget thy dignity. Re-



( V i)
t

fleCl often on the primeval ^ata of thy creation, that 

thou waft formed in the perfect image o f God, and that 

no irrational creature durft offend Man., the Microcofm, 

hut did faithfully ferve and obey him, io long as he was 

mailer of his reafon and pafliotis, or until he fuflered his 

own Free-Will to be governed by the unreafonable part. 

But alas! when the firft father of us all gave up the reins 

to his difobedient affections, and deferted his reafon 

and his God, then every creature and beaft of the field 

became rebellious anddifobedienttohiscommand. Stand 

fail theft, O  Man! to thy integrity, and thy religion! 

confider thy own noblenefs, and that all created things, 

bothprefent andtocome, were forthy fake created; nay, 

for thy fake, even God became man; Thou art that crea­

ture, who, being converfant with Chriil, liveft and con- 

verfeft above the heavens. How many privileges and ad­

vantages hath God bellowed on thee! thou rangeft above 

the heavens by contemplation, and conceiveft the motion 

and magnitude of the Stars; thou talkeft with angels; 

yea, with God himfelf: thou haft all creatures within thy 

dominion, and keepeft the Devils in fubjeCtion. T h y  ca­

pacity for acquiring knowledge is unlimited by thy Ma-
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ker; and the bleifedneisof an enlightenedmind will bring 

theetheconfolationsof joy and happinefs— Do not then, 

for ihame, deface thy nature, nor make thyfelf unworthy 

of theie celeftial gifts; do not deprive thyfelf of thepower 

and glory God hath allotted thee, for the poffellion of a 

few imperfect, vain, and illufory, pleafures.

W h e n  thou hail perfected the contemplation of thy 

God, and coniidered the extent of thofe faculties with 

which thou art endued, thou wilt be fit to receive the 

following inftru&ion, and to know in thy pradtice how 

to condudl thyfelf.— A s thou wilt daily converfe with the 

heavens, foinftrudl and form thy mind according to the 

image of divinity. Learn all the ornaments of virtue; and 

be fufficiently inftrudled therein. Be humane,courteous, 

familiar to all, and eafy of accefs. Afflidl not the unfor­

tunate with the terrors of a fevere fate; in fuch cafes, in­

form them of theirhard fortune with fympatheticconcern; 

direct them to call upon God to divert the judgments im- 

pendingover them; to fummon up all their fortitude, and 

to endeavour to remove the threatened evil, by a manly 

exercife of that free-will with which the all-merciful God 

hath endowed them. B e  modeftinconverfation, andaflo-
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eminence over its twin-fifter Ajlro?iomy, which every one admires and ap­
proves. Yet aftronomy, diverted of this fpeculation, and regarded only 
as the explication of celeftial phenomena, is like a cabinet without a jew­
el; but, when united to elementary philofophy, it is replete with ufeful 
inrtruflion, and conduces to the lalutary purpofe of making mankind 
wifer, happier, and better.

The track of Nature is a ftraight and obvious road; and yet her foot- 
ileps aic often lo fccietly conducted, that great perfpicuity is requifite to 
periuc her v\ith effect. The mind of man is unqueftionably too much 
clouded wholly to comprehend the immenfe fabric of an all-wife and in­
finite aichitcct; and he might as well attempt to empty with a cup the 
immenic waters of the deep, which are only as a fingle drop, compared 
with the Omnipotence of the Creator, as to attempt to meafure, by the 
utmoft ftrctchof human capacity, the boundlefs extent of the furrounding 
heavens. Yet in things which more immediately concern ourfelves, and 
our future fate and fortune, the permanency of empires, and the prof- 
perity and happinert of mankind, as the fame refult from the natural con- 
icquences of good and evil, regulated by our choice of either; fo far we arc 
qualified with ability to forefee, by contemplating the influx or influences 
by which they are governed. Thus, from the writings of the moil emi­
nent men in philofophy and the mathematics, improved by my own la­
borious application and experience, I have at length ascertained thofe 
powers and properties in the celeftial regions, from whence thefe in­
fluences are conducted, and which open a door for the difeovery of fecrets 
in futurity replete with wonder, deduced from the firft and efficient pro­
perties, paffions, motions, fympathies, and active qualities of all things; 
which, if reafon and truth had not repeatedly confirmed, to the full con­
viction of my fenfes, I ihould have condemned and rejected long ago—  
for reafon and truth have uniformly guided the innumerable experiments
of my laboratory, and ihall ever influence the pen which communicates 
them to the world.

AN



P O E T I C A L  I N V O C A T I O N
T O '

U R A N I A.
D ESCEND, Urania, with prolific Flame, '

And fpread the growing Trophies of thy Name;
Difclofe to Man a Knowledge of the Skies,
Whofe fpangling Beauties draw our wond’ring Eyes.
Inilruft young Students in their Care to know,
The flarry Influence on all Things below;
Unveil to them the ftrange myilerious caufe 
Of thofc Eflfedts deriv’d from Nature's Laws ;
As fiery Meteors, Comets, Lightning, Thunder,
Eclipfes, Blazing Stars, at which Men wonder.
The boift’rous rolling of the troubled Sea;
The daily Tides, their fov’reign Regency.
Whirlwinds, and Water-fpouts, which pleafing ihovr 
The compound Colours of the heav’nly Bow;
With ev’ry occult Virtue and Attra&ion,
The rife, the growth, decay, and putrefaction,
Of all Sublunaries that can be found,
From noble Birth, to Herbs within the Ground. .
How Fire and Water, Air and Earth, agree.
When equipois’d, in focial Harmony,
That there’s a Chain of Concord down defcends,
From Heav’n to Earth; then back to Heav’n afcends.
By Nature (hew to fober Men of Scnfe,
Orion’s Bands, Pleiades* fweet Influence;
Shew that the Stars, which trim the heav’nly Spheres,
Are fet for Signs, for Seafons, and for Years *
Which Day by Day to Man do utter Speech,
And Night to Night this facred Knowledge teach;
That there’s a Time for all Things here below :

b A Time



A Time to reap, to gather in, and fow;
A Time for Birth to Creatures God has giv'n,
A Time to view the great Expanfe of Heav’n.
What ihall befal us, if we’re wife to look,
Is there contain’d, as in a facred Book;
What moves our Inclinations, what our Wills ; 
What gives uc Health, what fubjedts us to ills ; 
What makes one wife ; another raving mad ; 
Another thrifty, yet in rags is clad:
W hat makes one born a Beggar, and his Fate 
Shall be to rife unto a great Eftate ;
Another, born in very high Degree,
Defccnd therefrom, to abjedt Poverty.
What makes us merry, lovers of the Fair ;
And others hate to come where’er they are.
What makes fome barren, as we daily fee,
While others fruitful are inclined to be.
What makes cncchufe to change a fingle Life,
Yet grafp much Mis’ry when he takes a Wife;
And why another ihall this Path purfue,
And prove that one is not fo bleft as two.
Whit makes one travel both by Sea and Land; 
While others hate to move from whence they ftand. 
What makes one labour much for well-earn’d Praife 
While others undeferving, wear the Bays.
What makes one Army, going forth to fight,
By one much fmaller quickly put to Flight*
L it nut plain the itarry Influence forces,
Oiihm’d by Heiv’n to adt in conftant Courfes ? 
rlhue Truths unihaken ftand within this Book, 
TLeiJcre, coimder o’er the Leaves, and look; 
Where Ruicb enough you’li find to Pradtice by, 
lu the pure Science of Aftrology.



A  N

I L L U S T R A T I O N

O f  the C E L E S T I A L  S C I E N C E  of

A S T R O  L O G Y .

P A R T  t h e  F I R S T .

SENSIBLE as I am of the rooted prejudices of the times againil 
the venerable fciencc of Aftrology, and fenfiblealfo of the reproach 
and obloquy that will be levelled againil me by men of obilinate 

and dogmatical principles; I lhall neverthclefs venture, upon the bails of 
t r u t h  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  to make this feeble effort towards reftoring a 
competent knowledge of that comprehenlive fcience, which in all ages 
of the world was deemed the chief ornament of fociety, and the diftin- 
guiihing excellence of enlightened minds. It is therefore to be lamented 
that the cultivation of it is become obfoleteand unfaihionable; and that, 
owing to the violent diilurbances at the clofe of the laft century—to the 
want of recent information on the fubjed, and to the too refined notions 
of modern philofophers, its congenial rays have been fo long withheld 
from ihedding their divine light upon thefe kingdoms.

That an Allrology in the Heavens does really exift, and was ordained of 
God from the beginning of the world, for the immediate information and 
diredion of his creatures here below, is obviouily andinconteftibly proved 
form various parts of thofe facred Books, which containtheuncrring word 
of God, and the perfed rule of faith (or every good and fober Chrillian.—  
To revive the gloomy days of fuperlliuon, or to impofe on the untaught 
multitude, precepts of ignorance, is no part of Author’s defign.—His 
aim is, to remove the mote from the eyes of prejudiced men; and by juft 
reafoning and fair argument, founded'on the principles of religion and 
morality, to íhew them that God is a God of order, and created nothing in 
vain ;— that he framed the world by number, weight, and nuaiure, and 
fixed the whole fyftem of heavenly an,; earthly tilings upon fo perfed and 
immutable a plan, that the whole doth vvoik hurmonioufly and fyrnpathe- 

No. i. B tically
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*  • . .tically together, fo as to*anfwer all the various purpofes for which they

were firft ordained ;—that fuperiors do uniformly rule inferiors ; and that 
celeftial bodies fcnfibly ad upon and influence all earthly fubftances, whe­
ther animal, vegetable, or mineral; not by chance or accident, but by a 
regular inherent caufe, implanted in them from the beginning by the om­
nipotence of God.

It is a maxim withperfons of a contumacious turn of mind, to conlidcr 
every thing as impoflible that does not immediately fall within the com­
país of their own ideas; forgetting that the operations of Nature are as tin- 
learchable as they are curious, and that the ways of God furpafs all human 
comprehenfion ¡«—and fo warped are they from every fentiment of libera­
lity, that thofe who difeover a willingnefs to receive inftrudtion, or who 
differ from them in opinion,are condemned to ridicule and fcorn. But, to 
fhew how reprehenfible fuch conduct is, we need only refledt on the unbe­
lieving St. Thomas, and the pointed exclamation of our Saviour upon that 
occaiion. Men of this untotyard difpolition, will take up my book from 
the impulie of curiofity, till, recollecting themfelves, they will tofs it 
with contempt into fome obfeure corner, and upbraid its author perhaps in 
terms not the moil liberal or pleating. And yet, I am bold to fay, that 
even fuch perfons, invulnerable as they may be to the force of reafon, 
might loon be convinced of the purity and excellence of this Science, 
would they but for a time divert themfelves of prejudice, and impartially 
weigh the evidence brought in its fupport.—Nay, I have reafon to be­
lieve, that, how much foever they appear externally to condemn Aftrology, 
they neverthelcis feci in their own mind, and vainly attempt to ftifle, 
an internal conviction of its abfolute exirtence. Would they but wifely 
cultivate this internal evidence, and put on the lblid realoning of dit- 
pafliopate men, the order of nature would then unfold itfelf to their view, 
and the rtupenduus works of Creation captivate their fenfes ; till, emu­
lous of attaining the moft exalted knowledge, they would feek the vafl; 
extent cf fpace, and find the whole canopy of heaven expanded for their 
contemplation. And thus, familiarized in the wonderful properties of 
heavenly and earthly things, they would no longer confider Aftrology 
as the parent of wicked compadt and infatuation, or the child of impol'- 
ture, but would be fenfiblc it contains the balfamic nutriment of Truth 
and Wiidom.

Thofe, who deny the being of Aftrology, have furely never contem­
plated the myftcrics of their own exirtence, nor the common occurrences 
thatareinfeparable from it; many of which are inexplicable when abftract- 
edly coniidered, and only ceafe to ftrike us with wonder becaufethey are

obvious



O F  A S T R O L O G Y . *5
obvious and familiar to our fenfes. If we recollect that the moll trivial 
incident in nature cannot come to pafs without a caufe; and that thefe 
caufes are inceffantly giving birth to a new fate, which atone time brings 
us comfort, and at another overwhelms us with misfortunes; that to-day 
gives us the full enjoyment of our wifhes, and to-morrow confounds 
every imagination of our hearts; it is itrange we iliould deny that fuch 
caufes exift, when every hour's experience confirms the fact, by the good 
or ill fuccefs that conftantly attends all human purfuits. To illudrate 
this obfervation more fully, let us attentively confider the ftupendous 
frame or model of Nature, as laid down in the holy Scriptures, and en­
deavour to deduce therefrom the fubordinate dependence of one part upon 
another, from the interior heavens to the minuted fubftance upon earth. 
Hence we may poflibly difeover the origin of thefe caufes, and prove that 
Aitrology does not exid in imagination only.

The fubdance of this great and glorious frame, which the Almighty 
created, we call the world; and the world confids of the heaven and the 
earth*. The model of it is, as the prophet Ezekiel deferibes it, in the 
form of a wheel-f*; with many wheels within the fame, involved one 
within .another. And thus we find it by mathematical demondration ; 
for the earth is a wheel or globe of fea and land, circumfcribed by the at- 
molphere, as within a greater wheel, which is globous too; and furrounded 
by the heavens, as by many wheels involved one within another, encircling 
the fun, moon, and dars, and all the hod of them. The power, which 
fird actuated and put thefe wheels in perpetual motion, was the fame 
which called them into exidence; the executioners of whole will are re­
presented by the prophet under the fimiliuide of four living creatures, 
immeafurably endued with wifdom, courage, agility, and drength. And 
hence were life, and fpirit, and power, and virtue, communicated to the 
heavens, and from the heavens to the earth, and from the earth to man 
and bead, and to every plant, and herb, and earthly fubdance. Hence 
alfo are derived the magnetic powers, and wonderful properties of na­
ture ; the virtues of fympathy and antipathy, the invifible effects of at­
traction and expullion, and all the various influences of the dars and 
planets. ^

The proper agents of this noble dructure are angels and men ; the 
one compofed of a pure etherial fpirit, and incorruptible; the other, in 
his primary date lefs pure, but incorruptablc alfo until his fall, which 
brought upon himfclf and offspring mortality and dentil. The angels are 
either good or bad, and ultimately know their reward or doom; but the

* See Gen. i. 1. f  Ezek. i. 15, 16,
works
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works of fallen man are yet upon anvil, and time with us is ftill going 
on. But man is now endued, as in his primary (late, with the agency of a 
free will, and hath good and evil, for a teft of his obedience, continually 
fet before him, with freedom to choofe either. And thus, unconfirmed 
either by the immediate hand of God, or by the operation of the planets 
as fecond caufes, fome embrace life, and others feck condemnation ; and 
hence follow virtue and vice, profperity and adverfity, ficknefs and health, 
life and death, and all the viciflitudes of Fortune. And though the rife 
and fall of empires proceed from the virtues and vices of thofe men who 
govern and inhabit them ; and thefe virtues and vices proceed from the 
free will or agency of thofe men; and though the incidents good and 
bad of one man’s life are innumerable, and the men who are the fubjects 
of thofe incidents in one (ingle age are innumerable alfo ; and though 
the ages of men, fince the creation of the world, are innumerable too; 
jet have all thefe multiplied incidents, whether trivial or important, come 
to pals by a regular courfc or concatenation of caufcs, originally im­
planted in the wheels or frame of nature. And with fuch minute per­
fection was this ilupendous frame conftructed, that neither the fall of 
man, nor the tremendous (hock which agitated the world upon that af­
flicting occafion ; not all the wickednefs of mankind in after ages, nor the 
defolations which have rent the earth in confequence thereof; have yet 
impaired the wheels of this aitoniihing machine, or for a moment im­
peded its conftant and unceafing motion. And fuch was the amazing 
forefight and providence of God, that perceiving, at one view, all the 
events of futurity, and turnings and windings of every man’s will, and the 
total ium and upihot of all virtue and vice, he at once contrived the fates 
of profperity and adverfity, of rewards and puniihments, fo to come up, 
as precifely to anfwer the virtues and prayers of the righteous, and the 
vices and profanenefs of the wicked, in all ages of the world, at their 
fit and appointed feafons.

Now all mankind have each of them, more or lefs, a certain (hare of 
wifdom, power, or wealth, wherewith they occupy in this life, and carry 
forward all their undertakings. Thus we fee fome men, by means of 
riches, courage, or contrivance, grow mighty, and purpofe as if nothing 
could impede the full accompliihment of their defigns; and yet we find 
there are two things which confound the wifeil, and greateft, and proudeft, 
of them all, in the very fummit of their glory;—thefe are, Time and 
Chance— two mighty lords upon earth, which bring to pafs many ftrange 
and marvellous events. 1 ime is that motion of fpace which proceeded 
out of eternity when the world began, and holdeth on unto eternity, which 
is to fuccced at the world's end. Out of this one long time are engen-

dcred
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dered infinite fpaces of time, of a great variety of forts; and thefe are 
either general or fpecial, and each of them either fortunate or unfortu­
nate. There is a time for every purpofe under heaven*; a time of plea» 
fure, and another time of pain and grief; a time to rife, and a time to fall; 
a time to be born, and a time to die. There is a certain lucky time in 
man’s life, wherein if he go out to battle, though with but few men, yet 
be carrieth the vi6iory; and there is another time wherein, though he go 
out with ever fo complete an army, yet (hall he gain nothing but difgrace*f\ 
So alfo there is a time when overtures of marriage ihall be fuccefsful, but a 
man’s defires anfwer it not; and again there is a time when defires of mar­
riage ihall ítrongly urge, and all overtures prove ineffectual j but there is 
a time alfo when defires and overtures ihall exaCtly correfpond, and fuit 
together. In like manner there is a time when profperity and riches ihall 
offer themfelves, and be attained, whether a man üeep or wake; and by 
and by, though he purfue them with wings, yet fo unlucky a time occurs, 
as renders all his endeavours fruitlefs. Some men come into the world 
in a lucky hour, fo that let them be wife or fooliih, they ihall be buoyed 
up on the wings of fate in all matters of wealth or honour, andfucceed in 
all that they take to; while wifer and better men, fmitten with an un­
lucky time of birth, ihall be as undefervedly difparaged, and all their un­
dertakings ihall prove unfuccefsful and unhappy. Some ihall be lucky 
in the van of their enterprizes, and as unfortunate in the rear; and others 
again contrariwife. And thus time feems to mock and fport with the 
men of this life, and to advance, or counteract, all their ikill and contri­
vances, even to a degree infinitely beyond whatever we could reafonably 
conceive or expeót. And yet time of itfelf is but a dead thing, and a 
mere iniirument; but the wheels of the heavens, turning upon it, imprint 
riddles in its face, and carve and cut out the various ihapes of profperity 
and adverfity upon the minuteit portion thereof. And wonderful it is to 
obferve, that a child, the moment it draws breath, becomes time-fmitten 
by the face of heaven, and receives an impreflion from the ftars therein, 
which, taking rife from the afeendant, fun, moon, and other principal 
iignificators, operate as the imprefiors ftand, and point out, as with 
the finger of God, the caufes whence the fate and fortune of the new­
born infant proceed; and, whether it comes before or at its full time, or 
in what part of the world foe ver it is born, it matters not; for, as the na­
ture of the iignificators are that afeend upon the horizon at the birth, 
fuch ihall certainly be the fortune of the J native. This is a truth that

* See Eccl. iii. t, 2, &c. f  Chap. ix. 11. ^
$ This aftoniihing property of nature will be illuftrated more at large, in its proper place, 

and the reader enabled, by plain and obvious rules, to make the experiment upon himfclfi upon 
his own family, or upon any other lubje&s he may think proper.—The event of his own obler- 
vations will confirm the f a a n d  afford him an incxhauftible fund of moral and religious con­
templation !

No. 1. C will
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will bear the moil minute enquiry, and will be found the ordination of 
an all-wife and indulgent Providence, for the fpeculation and improvement 
of his creature man. And thefe fignificators reprefent, as it were, a feries 
of curious knots, which untie by courfe ; and, as every knot unties, dif­
ferent times feem to fly out, and perform their errands ; and of thefe, 
fometimes we may obfcrve two, or three, or more, lucky knots opening 
together, and at other times as many that are inaufpicious. Yet a ll times 
are beautiful in their feafons> if men could hit them ; but through the ma­
lignity of fin, and an intemperate purfuit of worldly pleafures, we often 
lofe the favourable time afforded us, of embracing the moil fubilantial 
happinefs.

The fecond great lord over human inventions, is chance. And thefe 
chances proceed from a great variety of rare and fecret operations of hea­
ven, which throw in the way of men thofe ftrange and fortuitous turns of 
fortune that furpafs all human forefight or conception. And yet there 
is really no fuch thing as chance in nature; but all thofe curious hits, 
that ftrike in between the caufc and its effetl, we call chances, as beil Ant­
ing human ideas, becaufe of the undefcribable properties of them. For 
in ihuffiing a pack of cards, or in cailing the dice, it feems to us a mere 
chance what cail ihould happen uppermoil, or what card will go to the 
bottom of the pack; and yet it is evident by experience, that there is a 
certain luck in nature, which prefides over all thefe adventures, fo that a 
man fhall either win or lofe in a methodical courfe. It alfo happens in the 
time of battle, and in every purfuit after wealth and honour, that chances 
fall in upon us, and turn the fcale by a fecret kind of fate, beyond all 
that could reafonably have been expedted; and thus heaven breathes into 
all human adions an infinity pf thefe chances, that overturn the wifdom, 
and power, and all the greatnefs, of man. Thefe chances are uniformly 
managed by a certain kind of luck, either good or bad, which drives the 
nail; and this, by fome heavenly influence, thatinfufesa fecret virtue or 
poifon into our adions, as courage into their hearts on one fide, or difmay 
on the other; and ikill into fome men’s heads to purfue the right courfe 
to be rich, or folly into others, whereby they run headlong to mifery and 
want; or elfe fortunateth or infortunateth by miilake of words, fignals, 
or a its, that turn to the beft or worft advantage, by ftrange hits or mif- 
carriages; and thus it happens that a flight miftake in battle begets an utter 
rout, after a victory made almoft complete, by the mere utterance of a wrong 
word, or fleering an improper courfe. But, which way foever it happens, 
the whole matter is wrought by a good or ill luck, and the hand of God 
is at the bottom of it; not by any new contrived ad, but by the fame 
regular courfe of nature ordained from the beginning of the world.

Thus
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Thus both Time and Chance are the fervants of nature, under whofe 

commands they fway the world, and worldly men; but by her laws are 
both of them difpofcd. Time meafures out the extent of mens lives, and 
fets bounds how long they may live by ftrength of nature, and how much 
of that time (hall be extenuated by means of fin; and italfo carves out 
limits to the particular fates of all mankind; and Chance a&s in obferv- 
ance of thofe limits, and brings about the good and bad fuccefs of every 
fate. And thus, by the fervice of Time and Chance, nature performs all 
her great and fecret operations, whether upon colleftive bodies, or places, 
or perfons. It may be thought ftrange that nature ihould bring forth men 
and women at a great diftance of years, hours, and places, all deftined to 
die at one time, and by the fame manner of death, either by war, plague, 
peftilence, or íhipwreck ; and that time and chance ihould pick them up, 
and draw them together, from a variety of different purfuits, to partake 
at laft in one and the fame deftruftive fate. Yet this is no more ftrange 
than true; for thefe things frequently happen, and that by the imper­
ceptible influences of thofe heavenly afpe&s and ftars, which in their 
courfesfoughtagainji Si/era*. And by the fame rule, as many men, wo­
men, and children, are, on the other hand, gathered together by a fimi- 
lar force and virtue, to enjoy great and good fortune.

Some perhaps will contend, that thefe operations of nature are incom­
patible with the free agency of man’s will. But, if what has already 
been premifed be attentively confidered, this fuppofition will immedi* 
ately vanifh; for God, who ordained the courfe of nature, certainly 
forefaw the minuteft turn of every man’s will, and eventually contrived 
his fate to correfpond therewith, fo as to admit its free and uncontrouled 
choice. And whoever denies this antecedent principle, or prefcience of 
God in the conftru&ion of the world, denies one of his moil eifential 
attributes. The will of man, without doubt, in a* variety of inftances, 
makes great ftruggles and wreftlings with the ftarry influences, bath 
in good and in evil purfuits, and often prevails over them exceedingly;—  
for, though a perfon be born under fuch benevolent or malignant afpects, 
as (hall point out his natural temper and difpoiition, and indicate the 
principal tranfactions, fortunate or unfortunate, that are likely to be the 
diftinguiíhing marks of his life; yet does it depend entirely upon tbe 
free uncontrouled will of that man, whether all thofe circumftances, fo 
pointed out in his nativity, fhall come to pafs, or not; becaufe the free 
will in every man, when fortified by habits of virtue and wifdom, often 
enable him to over-rule thofe evil afpects, fo as to avoid the commif- 
fion of any criminal offence, and to guard him againft.the misfortunes or

* Judg, v. 20. 1
lodes
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lofles impending over him j while men of a profligate and carelefs 
habit not only lofe the advantages o f a promifing nativity, but, i f  
born under malevolent afpe£Uk are often reduced to the laft ftage of di- 
ffrefs, and periih under the very fame ftrokes o f nature, which wifer 
and better men, born in the fame inaufpicious moments, have endured 
with much eafc. And thus far fapiens dominabitur ajiries, the wife man, 
above the fool, may rule his ftars. But we muft not forget, that under 
thefe operations of fatf. there are many influences fo powerful, that no 
wifdom o f man can oppofe. Such are A e  fatal wounds o f death, when 
nature’s glafs is run out, and fuch the violent blows o f excruciating 
pain and ficknefs, and the high tides o f profperity and adverfity; in all 
which cafes, we find by experience, aftra regunt homines, the ftars rule 
and overpower men. Y et neverthelefs, fuch is the infinite prefcience 
and providence of G od, that forefeeing the defires and deferts o f all wife 
and holy men, in their different ages and times, he alfo laid their fates 
foiling to their aftions. He forcfaw Jofeph’s prayers and tears in his 
captivity, and accordingly provided his advance in nature to correfpond 
therewith*. He forefaw Hannah’s faffing, and eameft prayer, and ordained 
her opening womb to bud forth in courfe o f nature exaftly anfwering 
thereto-f*. So that the wifdom and w ill o f man has its full free work, 
without reftraint or controul; and grace and virtue adf by their own 
principles, as they are led by the H oly Ghoff j and yet nature, as it was 
contrived from all eternity, a£ls freely too. This is the do&rine we are 
taught by the word o f God, which is confirmed by the evidence o f our 
own reafon and experience.

N ow  the fcience which we call Affrolo3y, is nothing more than the 
ftudy or invefligation o f this frame or model of nature, with all its admi­
rable productions and effe&s j whereby we acquire a knowledge o f the fe- 
cret virtues o f the heavens, and the ihining luminaries therein contained. 
It is a fcience which all may attain to, by common diligence and applica­
tion ; and, the more we delight in it, the more readily do we forefee the 
motions o f future events, and the curiofities o f chance and natural acci­
dents, and the courfesof luck by which both are governed, and the order 
o f  fate, unto which all o f  them are fubiervient; together' with all the 
moil curious a£is o f attracting and expelling, alluring and threatening, 
encouraging and difheartening, and all fuch-like operations of nature, 
moft fecretly and imperceptibly performed, beyond the reach o f ima­
gination« And, as by aikill in this ffudy we attain to fee and experience 
things that are paff, fo by the fame ¿kill we attain to a knowledge o f 
things which are to come j and, by knowing the time o f  our birth, are

* See Gen. xxxvti. andxli. 40. Pfcl. cv. 18, 19, 20.—f Sam. i. 10, n, &c.
enabled
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enabled to read in the heavens the ftory of our whole dives, our bleifings 
and erodes, honour and difhonour, profperity and adveriity, ficknefs and 
health, and all the years of our life, and time of our death,; even as though 
we had feen them tranfadted and come to pafs, in their feveral times and 
feafons. For God hath afluredly given this knowledge unto the wife 
man, to know the time and the judgm ent, and the number o f  our days, that 
w e may be certified how long we have to * liv e, with comfort and content; 
that we may be timely prepared for all dates of profperity and adverfity, 
for a long and happy life, or a calamitous and fpeedy death; and that we 
may fupport ourfelves with fortitude and reiignation, in proportion to 
our foreknowledge of thefe events. And no man fo fit to foreknow 
thefe, as he who is able to fay, M ajor fu m  quam cui po£it fo rtu n a  nocere.

But many men will not believe, that by natural means, all or any of 
this foreknowledge can be fairly and lawfully obtained; or that the in­
fluences attributed to the heavenly bodies, have any foundation in truth. 
It is therefore neceiTary, before I enter upon the practical part of the 
fcicnce, to bring fuch evidence in fupport of what has been already ad­
vanced, as will be found incontrovertible, and decifive; and for this pur- 
pofe I muft refer to the teftimony of thofe facred writings, which con­
tain the revelation of God, and in which the doftrine of this fcicnce is 
fo demonftrably proved, that it will be difficult to believe the one, with­
out admitting the other. Let us confider the account given by Mofes, of 
the creation of the heavenly bodies. God faid, “ Let there be lights in 
the firmament of heaven, to divide the lay from the nighty the greater  
light to rule the day9 and the lejfer light co rule the n ig h t; and let them 
be for fignsy and for feafons % and for days and y ea rsT —Thefe then were 
the purpofes for which they were ordained, and irrevocably fixed by their 
great Creator—firft for lights; for had they not a place in the firmament, 
or were we deprived of their illuminating rays, we ihould be inftantly 
overwhelmed with impenetrable darknefs. Secondly, they are to divide the 
day from the night; and this they never ceafe to do; for when the fun, 
the greater lig h t, is funk five degrees below our horizon, we call it night; 
for then the moon and ftars appear, and ihed their lejfer lig h t, and darknefs 
in fome degree is fpread around, and every thing declares it to be the ftatc 
of night. But when the fun, that glorious fountain of life, light, and 
motion, begins to touch the eaftern verge of the horizon, darknefs is 
difpelled, light begins again to dawn, and the ftars which beautifully be- 
fpangle our hemifphere, are foon obfeured by the full blaze of day; but 
as days and nights are unequal, and never continue at one ftay, thefe celel- 
tial luminaries diftinguiih their refpeitive reigns. Thirdly, they are for

* Ecci. i. 5. Pfdl* xxxix. 4, 5.
D figns
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fig n s—not to brutes, for they have not the faculty of miderftanding them*; 
nor to angels, for they continually behold the face of God, and obey his 
will in the government of the heavenly bodies, at his pleaiure. There­
fore, when God faith, L e t  them be fo r  fig n s, he mult lpeak in reference 
to man, whom he formed a rational creature, capable of diftinguifhing one 
fign from another, and of improving by them. Nor are we to look upon 
them as mere figns, like beacons upon a hill, or as only fetting bounds to 
days, months, and years ; but we are to confider them as Jigns and tokens 
of thofe hidden events of futurity, which it concerns every wife and good 
man to know; and which he may always fore fee, by a virtuous and fober 
ftudy of thefe intelligent fig n s, placed by God for that purpofe, in the fir­
mament of heaveii. And that this was the intent of them, is clearly de- 
monllrated by the words of our Saviour, when he foretold the deftruftion 
of Jerufalem, and the final confummation of all things* His apoflles 
aiked him, What fliall the fig n  of thefe things be ? He replies, Earth­
quakes,, famines, and peflilences; fearful fig h ts  in the heavens, and fig n s in 
the fu n , in the moon, and in the *fia rs. Such alfo was thefig n  by which 
the Eaflern Sages difeovered the birth of our Saviour, and the place of 
his nativity; and numerous other inilances may be adduced both from 
ilicred and profane hiftory, in fupport of this dodtrinc.—The fourth ufe 
of thefe celeftial luminaries, is for feafons. This is alfo obvious ; for wc 
find that heat and cold* and drought and moifture, are all guided and go­
verned by the heavenly bodies; and that not only fpring and autumn, 
and fummer and winter, bear teflimony of it; but we have it confirmed by 
the evidence of our own coraftitution and feeling; for when the weather 
is heavy and lowering* we find ourfelves dull and languid ; when bright 
and radiant, we are chearful and merry; and when unfettled and unfea- 
fonable, we feel it by indifpofition and melancholy; and this is all brought 
about by the operation of thefe luminaries upon the feafons of the year, 
in the due courfe of nature. The next ufe allotted them is, fifthly for 
days, and fixthly, for years;, and that thefe aremeafured out, and governed 
by them, is every way apparent; by the fun's circuit, and the moon’s 
energy.—The fun, like a ftrong man, rejoices to run his race; he riieth 
out of the chambers of the eaft, and with golden rays difpels the morn­
ing clouds, and exhales the pearly dewchearing and refrefhing all na­
ture with his prefencc. Hence it is evident that thefe luminaries were 
not only placed in the heavens to give light upon the earth, to govern 
the feafons, and to fet bounds to time; but alfo to communicate fig n s  
and tokens to mankind, of things to come. We fliall now confider how 
far it is fcriptural, and confonant toreafon, to allow them thofe Influences 
attributed to them by Aftrology*

* Luke xxi. C, 7, ii , 25,
That
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That the fan, moon, and all the planets, have a direft and obvious influ­

ence upon earthly fubftances, no man of common obfervation will pretend 
to deny. The fun is the fountain of heat, and that heat is the nurfe of 
life; and the moon is the fountain of moifture, which tempers the vio­
lent heat of the fun, and modifies all his operations. But the fun and 
moon, and all the planets, have each of them a particular fpecific pro­
perty, according to their own innate quality, and according to the nature 
of that fign or band of ftars, under which they happen to be pofited. 
This is a fa£t eftablifhed by repeated obfervation and experience > for 
when the fun enters the equinodtial fign Aries, the fpring begins to ihew 
herfelf, and all vegetative nature, by the moon’s humidity, and the fun’s 
temperate heat, feems to revive and flourifh, and, as it were, to rife from 
the dead; whither the cold blafts of the hycmnal air, had before configned 
it. So when his radiant beams enter the fign Taurus, they ftir up the 
benign Influences of the Pleiades and Hyades > Hoedi being then to the 
north, and Orion to the fouth, and Arfturus finking below the horizon ; 
and their cold and tempeftuous effedts begin to ceafe, as they are fuc- 
ceeded by thefe benevolent conftellations, which produce warm ibuthern 
winds, and gentle ihowers, repleniihing the earth, and caufing vegetation. 
Again, when the fun rifes with the Dog-ftar, we find an influence which 
caufes vehemcncy of heat, contagion, and infirmity. Medicaments ad- 
miniitered under this conftellation, prove hard and obnoxious; and we 
find dogs at this time are apt to run mad ; the feais troubled without any 
apparent caufe, and all nature feems more or lefs opprefled by it; and 
yet thefe effeds are never found to be equally violent in any two fummers, 
which clearly proves an influence in the ftars, as well as in the fun. And 
again, though the fun keeps the fame conftant and invariable courfe 
through the twelve figns of the Zodiack, for an infinity of annual revo­
lutions, yet we never find the feafons and weather exaftly correfpond, 
which they doubtlefs would do, was it not that cold and hear,, and wind 
and rain, are governed by the configurations the fun has with the planets 
and fixed ftars; and this alfo evidently proves the force of their influence. 
It is likewife manifeft̂  that whenever the planet Saturn is palling out of 
one fign into another, the Weather is more or lefs turbulent and unfettled*-

But it is not the weather only, nor the inanimate part of the creation* 
alone, that is affeded by the influences of the fun, moon, and planets; 
for we find they operate upon the human fpecies, and upon all animate 
nature, in every part of the world. The fun, and the quality of the 
heavens about the torrid zone, naturally occafion thofe men who are born- 
and live under it,' to be quite black, with ihort crifped hair, of a mean 
liature, and hot conftitution, imbibing a fierce and favage ipirit y and

this
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this by reafon of the fun’s continual Hay and power in that fiery region. 
It is obfervable, that the inhabitants of the fouth, are of a better and 
quicker wit, and much more ingenious and tradtable; and this is ac­
counted for by their vertical point being fituated nearer the zodiac, in 
which the planets move. So likewife the inhabitants of the north are of 
a llrong body, but of rude manners and condition, becaufe their vertical 
point is placed at a great diftance from the fun’s courfe; and therefore they 
abound with cold and moifture, and are of a phlegmatic conftitution, of 
a fair complexion, tall, courageous, and ingenuous. Europe being 
fituated in the north-weft part of the earth, is under Mars in Aries, andi 
by reafon of this planet ruling in that triplicity, its inhabitants are na- ■> 
turally of a noble and magnanimous fpirit, given to martial exploits, and 
feats of war; of a generous mind, and courteous manners. And thus the 
fun, mo d i f i e d f i ^ g n s  and conftellations through which he 
pafies, regulates the climates, and fheds his influence upon all mankind, 
leaving behind him evident marks ©f his government and fway. Some, 
indeed, have attempted to account for the iwarthy and black complexion 
of the favage race, by a variety of other plaufible conjedtures; but none 
arc to be relied on, that do not attribute its caufe to the intenfe heat and 
power of the fun in thofe climates; than which nothing can be more 
confonant to reafon, fince we find, even in this country, that if we remain 
long together in the fun, in the heat of fummer, our complexions change, 
and we become in a degree tanned and fwarthy.

Confpicuous as are the influences of the fun, thofe of the moon are no 
lefs fo. This is evinced by a confideration of that wonderful and never- 
ceafing operation of the moon upon the ocean, fo as to occafion that per­
petual flux and reflux of the fea, which we call tides. Here we fee the 
waters of the vaft ocean, forgetful, as it were, of their natural reft, move 
and roll in tides obfequious to the ftrong attradtive power of the moon, 
and with an increafe or diminution of force, in proportion as ihe appears 
in ftrength, or want of afpedt. This is an influence fo univerfally ad­
mitted, and fo peculiar to that luminary, that it cftablifhes at once the 
dodtrine we contend for. But there are numerous other inftances of 
the effedts of the moon, no lefs common than extraordinary, and perfedtly 
well known. Thofe unhappy perfons who labour under a deprivation of 
fenfe, and are afflidted with lunacy, have their fits more violent and ter­
rible, in proportion as the moon increafes or diminiihes in light and mo­
tion ; and in all chronic and acute difeafes, her power and influence are 
vifibly and forcibly felt. Indeed every fubjedt of the creation is more or 
Jefs affedted by the moon’s energy; the eyes of cats are obferved to fwell 
cr  fall at the full and change of the moon j and even thcfhell-fifh at the

bottom
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bottom of the ocean, arc known to feel the weight of her influence. 
Tliofe who fleep in the fields, or in any place expofed to the open air, by 
moon-light, find their heads opprcfled with water, and their fenfes inert 
and heavy ; and butcher’s meat hung up, and expofed to the moon-light, 
will foon putrify. The gardener alfo brings us abundant teftimonies of 
the influence of the moon upon the vegetable world. If peas are fown 
in the increaie of the moon, they never ceafe blooming; and if fruits 
and herbs are fet in the wane, experience iliews they are neither fo rich in 
flavour, nor fo itronga J healthy, ¿5 when planted during her increafe; lb 
vines, becaufe they ihould not fpread too fall, are ufually pruned in the 
wane. It is alfo remarkable that a pomegranate will live only as many 
years as the moon was days old, when it was planted; and in planting 
ihrubs, or the like, if they are to fhoot up ilrait and tall, and to take little 
root, they are fetwhen the moon is in an airy fign, and increafing in light; 
but contrariwife when they are to take deep root, and to itrike downwards. 
And thus we may obferve flowers that arc under the moon’s influence, 
only open their blofloms in the night; whilflthoie which arc peculiarly 
under the government of the fun, open every morning when he begins to 
rife, and clofe in the evening when he finks below the horifon. Thefe 
effeits and influences of the moon, are fo common; and fo generally known, 
that it were almoft ncedlefs to repeat them here, but for the purpofe of 
drawing this conclufion, that as one planet has a known and forcible ac­
tion upon fublunary things, it is natural to believe that all the others 
are endued, in fome degree, with a fimilar force and virtue. Indeed moil 
phyficians know that the planet Saturn rules all climadterical years, as the 
fun doth critical days, and the moon the crifis of all acute difeafes; and 
that every feventh year Saturn comes to the fquare or oppofition of his 
place in the radix of every man’s nativity; and that after the revolution 
of the fun, he becomes the chief ruler of critical days; and is often 
obferved, by his configurations with the moon, to fet afide the fatal crifis 
of thofe defperate disorders, over which the patient was not expefted to 
live. From thefe phyfical reafons, we may fafely conclude that Saturn 
is by nature cold and melancholy, as the fun is hot and chearful; and 
being thus oppolite to the fun jn quality and eflfedl, fo is he in relation to 
the figns and manfions of the heavens where he bears rule, and therefore 
inclines always to cold, as the fun does to heat. Hence it follows, that 
when the fun is in Aquaries, which is the proper fign of Saturn, and op-̂  
polite to his own fign Leo, the weather inclines more to cold than to heat; * 
and at every conjunilion, fquare, or oppofition of Saturn with the two 1 

great luminaries, we always find the weather cold, moill, and lowering, 1 
even in the midft of fummer, unlefs the rays of Jupiter or Mars inter- * 
pofe, iu which cafe thefe effeits are fotnewhat lefs vifiblc. Thus, we

£ may
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may prefume to affirm, that the influences of the fun, moon, and planets, 
are eftablifhed beyond contradiction.

But befidcs thefe ligniorities of the fun, moon, and planets, the fix e d  
j!tirs have alio their principalities in the heavens. The Lord, who g ive 
the fun fora light by day, gave the ordinances of the moon and ltars alio, 
for a light by night; and to thefe ilars hath he committed a certain rule 
or dominion* over the day and night, and that promifeuoufly. Now the 
liars have no vifible operation upon us, befidcs tiiut little light they ad­
m ini iter to our eyes in a dark and clear night; and that is lb very final 1, 
that aH the ftars in heaven, befides the fun and moon, are nor to be com­
pared, in this refpeft, with the fmallcfl wax-light; and this little light 
roo is only to he had when the nights are ferene and unclouded. Can it 
then be luppoled that God made thefe glorious bodies, many of which 
are bigger than the whole earth, and move in their orbs as lo many other 
worlds in the heavens, merely for a twinkle in the night, and that only 
when the weather permits ? lo! every little duify that grows upon the cold 
g r o u n d ,  has a fecret and infenfible virtue wrapt in its leaves and flowers ; 
and have thefe celeftial bodies no infiuencesbut what we now and then 
catch with our eyes, as they occafionally fparkle their dim glances upon 
us > Yes, they have each of them a feciet power and virtue, wherewith 
they aft upon all earthly things, as well by day as by night, and in cloudy 
as well as in clear weather. But as their operations are not performed by 
feniible and palpable means, it follows that they have a fecret and hidden 
way of rule, whereby their influences are imperceptibly infufed into every 
concern of this life. And as have the ftars, fo alfo have the fun and 
moon, a fecret and imperceptible aftion, peculiar to themfelves; for it is 
not the mere heat that gives life, nor the mere moifture that fuftains it; 
for if that were the cafe, then might man make living creatures artificially. 
It is true that heat may hatch the eggs, but all the ingenuity of man can­
not make an egg that can be hatched; for there is a fecret operation of 
the fun and moon, independent of heat and moifture, neceflary to the pro­
duction of life, both in vegetive and fenfitive animals. And in thefe 
fecret and infenfible operations, befidcs the light that they give, confifts 
that rule which the iun, moon, and ftars were ordained to exercife over 
all the fons of day and night; and herein are written all thofe ordinances 
of the moon and ftars, which are to be a law  unto mankind, and to the 
whole body of nature, fo long as the world*f* endures. Thus the ftars 
have their natural influences, affigned to them in the. frame of nature, 
from the beginning of the world; and thefe influences are diffufed upon all 
earthly things, as far as day and night extend their limits. And this God

* See Jeremiah xxxi, 35. and Gen. i. iS, + Jeremiah Xxxi, 35,36.
• ‘ him-
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himfelf confirmsf when he fiiys to Job, “  Canft thou bind the fweet 
influence* o f  Pleiades, or loofe the b.mds of Orion ?— Canft thou briBg 
forth Mazzaroth in bis fcafon ; or canft thou /̂^Ardlurus with his Tons* ?M 
Whence it is evident that the ftars called the Pleiades have their ordinances, 
that is, their fw eet influences, which no power of man is able to reftrain. 
And the ftars of Orion have their ordinancer, and binding faculty, by 
ihowers in iummer, and froft in winter, bringing fuch an hard and tough 
coat of armour upon the ground, as all the contrivances of man are not 
able to prevent. Thus Mazzaroth and •f'Ardurus with his fons, have ali’c» 
their ordinances, and the whole hoft of heaven have their courfe, by which 
the purpofes of God, and all the events of this life, are uniformly brought 
to pais.

To this purpofe it is fiid by Deborah the Prophetefs, 'th a t the ftars o f  
heaven fo u g h t in their courfcs againjl Sifter a \ \  not by iword or fpear, nor 
by thunder or lightning; but by thofe fatal and malevolent influences, 
wherewith Sifera and his hoft were marked from their cradle, and drawn 
together by the operations of time and chance, to partake in one common 
deftrudion, in the fame day. And to this efted the Almighty difeourfes 
with Job, concerning the treafures oft the fn ow  and hail, w hich be has hid  
againjl the time of trouble, and the day o f  w ar and § battle. Now what can 
we fuppofe the meaning of this hiding to be, but the order of thofe me-* 
teors, fo curiouily lodged within the arms of the ftars, and withheld by 
their influences, that they may fall by due courfe of nature, at fuchexadb 
periods, as to efted the puniihment of the wicked, and of God’s declared 
enemies, fuch as was Sifera, at the precife time when their abominations 
call forth the judgments of an injured and incenfed Deity ? And after the 
fame manner the light and heat, the wind and rain, the thunder and 
lightning, the froft and dew, are all of them fo admirably contrived ia 
the pofition of the heavens, that they come to pafs in their due and ap­
pointed feafons, and make the grafs to grow  even in the wildernejs, where no 
man || dw ells. Now it muft be obvious to the meaneft underftanding* 
that if thefe things were regulated by a virtue immediately ifluing from 
the bofom of the Deity, then would the light and heat, the wind and 
rain, and all the reft of them, fall only where men and beafts dwell, who 
may fee and enjoy the bleffings of them, and adore and glorify Him who 
fends them; but fince they fall equally where neither man, nor living 
creature is to be found, it follows, that they fall by virtue of means, ana 
that in a continued courfe, wherever thofe means lead them, making the

♦  Job xxxviii. 31, ij , 33.—f  See Argol. Aftr. ante Ephem. lib. ii. cap. S. Srellae tem- 
peftuofae iunt Orion, Ar£hirus, &c. pluriofte Pleiades.—| Judges v. 20,—§ Job xxxviii. 22, 23, 
24, 25, &c.— 1| Job xxxviii. 26, 27.
■ earth
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earth fertile and productive, where eaters arc not to be found, as well as 
where they are. •

Thus far both Scripture and Reafon unite, in confirming our belief of 
the ftarry influence ; but there are lb many other proofs of it, in the or­
dinary produtftions of nature, that it would be highly unpardonable, were 
I to pafs them over in filence. The loadftone affords us one very ftriking 
example, by its attractive and expulfive faculty, and by the magnetic vir­
tue it has a power of communicating to other diftindt bodies. Thus we 
fee a needle, only touched with the loadftone, and placed in the compafa, 
will conftantly point towards the north pole; and though it be ever fo 
far diftant, or though rocks and mountains, or even the earth's body in­
tervene, yet it retains this directive property in fo extraordinary a degree, 
that it will continue precifely in the fame direction, unlefs violence be 
uied to prevent it; and even after it has been removed by force, it will of 
itfelf return to its former fituation, without the leaft fenlible difference. 
The properties of the loadftone in many other refpedts, are fo very inex­
plicable, that the experiments of our moft celebrated modern mathema­
ticians, have not been able to afford us a fatisfadtory definition of them. 
This however is certain, that it could not poflibly imbibe thefe miracu­
lous properties, without the aid of fome celeftial matter, which is com­
municated to it by the influence of the pole-ftar, or fome other of the 
heavenly bodies within the polar circles, from whence it is manifeft the 
loadftone receives thefe fecret and admirable qualities. Another afto- 
niihing effedl of this influence, may be obferved in the natural produc­
tion of life and motion; how it ftarts up and grows, and continues in the 
lap of heat and moifture, proportionably conjoined, and perfedt in all its 
parts, beyond the utmoft of our comprehenfion whence it comes, or 
which way it is maintained, unlefs by the operation of this fccret and in- 
viliblc influence. And if this be denied, I would wiih to aik, Whence 
the rofe, furrounded by ill-fcentcd .weeds and thirties, derives its fragrant 
fmell ? or how the plantane, by the pathway fide, acquires its admirable 
virtue of healing fores ? ©r which way the lily, ftanding up to its middle 
in mud and mire, receives its coat of many colours, fo beautifully wrought, 
as many times we fee it is ? or how a grain of wheat, thrown into the 
cold earth, putrifies and *dies, and then ftarts up into new life, and mul­
tiplies into an ear of thirty or forty grains for one ? Or tell me how the 
matter in an egg, by the fitting of the hen, is in a few weeks animated, 
and converted into a chicken, that will eat, and walk, and chirp the mo­
ment it emerges from the ihell ? Or by what means the feed in the womb, 
without any art, or Ikill, or knowledge of the mother, coagulates, and

* St. John xii. 241
turns



O F  A S T R O L O G Y . 39
turns into fleih and blood, receives life, and is fo admirably formed into 
a perfedt child, that learns to cry, and fpeak, and call ? You w ill lay» 
perhaps, That this is the immediate workmanlhip and efledt o f God. 
But tnis we already kn ow ; the only qucftion is, how he does i t ; whe­
ther by means, or without ? I f  w ithout means, then every child that is 
born, and every feed that grows out o f the ground, mull o f neceffity come 
to pafs by a new creation ; for to bring things into exiftence without 
means, is the fame as to produce them without matter j and requires no 
more ; but for the Alm ighty to fay, Let there be men, or, Let there be 
leaves and flowers j  and, as the W ord fays, they come to pafs. But we 
are certain there never was more than one creation, which was at the be­
ginning o f the world, and ever fince that time, all things have come to 
pafs by a regular courfe o f nature; and hence it follows that there muft 
be a natural and efficient means, for the production o f all things. And. 
i f  fo, then muft thefe things come to pafs by an earthly means alone, or 
elfe by the aid and affiftance o f fome celeftial influence. But by an earthly 
means alone, it is evident, they cannot come to pafs; for we know ex­
perimentally, that neither fire,, earth,, air,, or water, can o f themfelves in­
fufe into the rofe its grateful and fragrant fmell j it  mult therefore pro­
ceed from the agency of fome fp ir itu a l or m aterial fubftance, far faperior 
in efficacy and virtue to any earthly element. I f  it proceeds from a fpi- 
ritual fubftance, it is effedied either by the angels, or by the fo u l o f  the  
world. But by the angels we know it cannot b e , for they have their pe­
culiar offices allotted them in another w a y ; and though they are fubjedts 
o f the world, yet are they no part o f the great frame of nature, from 
whence all things in their order are formed. And if  it  be effected by the 

J iu l  o f  the world, then certainly muft there be l'uch a foul fomewhere ex- 
ifting, which atprefent, is a matter in difpute among the learned j and this 
foulmuft have a fpccial feat in the world, worthy o f itfelf, from whence it 
may inform and adluate every minute particle o f the creation.. I f  this be 
admitted, then it undoubtedly dwells among the celeftial matter, and from 
thence fupplies the earth, through the medium o f  the heavenly bodies, 
with all that power and virtue, which brings to pafs that variety o f ihape, 
colour, fmell, life, and increafe, which we daily fee come to pafs. But 
i f  this hypothefis be denied,, and it is infilled that the earth is fup- 
plied with all her fecret virtues by fome fupernatural m aterial fubftance; 
then name any one thing befides the heavenly matter, and the ftars o f  
heaven, that can be fuppofed to form that fubftance, and the argument 
ceafes j for either way it proves an influence and afrology in the heavens, 
beyond contradiction,, and there w ill remain only one queftion to be de­
cided, which is, Whether thefe celeftial influences create the fucceffion o f 
earthly things, by an immediate power from God, or whether there exifts

F a
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a general foul in the world, through the means of which they come to 
pais in a due order and courfe of nature? Utrum horum mavis accip c; I 
contend for no more. “  In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth •, and the earth was without form, and void, and darknefs was 
upon the face o f the deep, and the fpirit o f God moved upon the face o f 
the waters/' Here, when there was nothing but earth and water, and 
darknefs overfpread all, the fp ir it  o f  God maintained that chaotic mafs, 
and managed the earth by the water, and the water and darknefs by 
himfclf. But now both the earth and water are under the fa c e  o f  heaven, 
and the light is upon this heaven, and the fpirit o f God moveth upon the 
face o f the heavens in that lig h t; and as he actuates the earth and the 
waters by the heavens, fo doth he actuate the heavens by h im felf And 
agreeably to this idea fpeaks the prophet Hofea, when he fays, God w ill 
hear the heavens, and they Jhall hear the earth, and the earth the corn and 
wine and oil, and they * J e z r e e l wherein he ihews us, that as man lives 
by coin and wine, fo they by the earth, and the earth by the heavens; and 
i f  fo, then by the heavens is it that the earth receives all its efficacy and 
virtue, whereby it brings forth fmell, colour, tafte, and life. Mofes 
alfo tells us, that God Jhall open his good tree Jure the heavens, to g ive rain 
unto the land, arid to blefs a ll the -f* works o f  our hands; whence it is evi­
dent that there lodges in the celeitial influences, a faculty o f fortunating 
civil affairs, as well as o f managing natural things ; and that the root o f 
all earthly bleffings is from heaven. Mofes fays again, that the fu n , moon, 
and flars, God hath dijlributed unto a ll nations under heaven ; and the 
Pfalmift fpeaking of the fun and heavenly bodies, fays, they declare the 

glory o f  God, and Jleew fo r th  his handy-work ; day and night do continually 
te ll o f  them, and their voice is heard in a ll languages, and their words are 
gone into the ends o f  the § world-, by which we learn that the heavens, 
and all the liars therein, are full o f fuch virtues as the whole world hath 
need o f; and that thefe virtues God hath lodged in the heavens, to be 
dealt out for the comfort and happinefs o f his creatures upon earth. H is  

JP in t  (faith Job) hath garnijl^ed the \  heavens-, and by the fp ir it  o f  bis 
mouth was the whole army o f  heaven made.

The notion, or idea, that there is one general foul aduating the whole 
world, as there is one foul informing every man’s body, was not only the 
opinion o f the Platonifts and ancient philofophers, but alfo o f many 
learned men in later ages ; and I muff confefs, it appears very reafonable to 
believe, that the world has fuch a foul. For were there not one and the 
lame general living virtue, comprehending the whole fyftem o f nature,

t

* Hofea «. at, 22. f  Deut. xxviii. 12, § Deut. ¡v. 19. Pfal. xix, I • a, 3, 4, 5.. 
J Job xxvi. 13. Pfal. xXKiu. 16.

from
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from the exterior circumference o f the heavens to the in moil center o f the 
earth, how could the lympathies and antipathies o f nature pofubly work 
inch compliances and differences as we know they do, at the amazing 
diitances we fee them, and without any vifible or imaginable contact; 
unlefs fome faculty exifts in the world, that is capable of fuftaining this 
invifible correfpondency between one creature and another ? Where life 
is, thefe things are eafily effedted; as the child in the womb is nouriihed 
by the food the mother eats; but in the inanimate part o f the creation, 
we are at a lofs which way to account for it. N ow  admitting that there 
really is fuch an univerfal foul exiiting, yet is it queftionable whether 
this foul be inteHeftual, or merely vegetive. That there is an intelledtual 
pow er informing the whole world, as the foul does the body, is not to be 
doubted; for otherwife the whole frame o f nature would be inert and 
m otionleis; but then, i f  we admit the foul o f the world to carry this in­
tellect in its own brain, it w ill follow, that this foul is a G od ; lor an 
intdledtual being, filling heaven and earth with its prefence, is an attri­
bute o f*  Gods. Hence I conclude there is an univerfal foul in the. 
world, but that it is only vegetive, and not in tellectual; and that in this 
foul dwells the fpirit o f Alm ighty God, who fillcth the heavens and the 
earth with his prefence, and from hence garniiheth the heavens, and 
caufeth the precious influences o f the fun, moon, and itars, to be diftri- 
buted into all parts o f the § world. And thus God rules immediately in 
the heavens, but rules the world mediately by the heavens. It is true, 
indeed, that God is equally well able to govern and maintain the world 
without means, as he was at firil to conftitute and create the frame o f na­
ture ; but fuch is His divine w ill and pleafure, that he has thought fit to 
bring all things to pafs by virtue o f means, as ordained from the beginning 
o f the world. It is a common and true maxim, that God and nature 
have made nothing in vain; and yet it is as true, that grafs and herbs 
grow where no creatures live to eat -f* them. N ow  were the world go­
verned by God’s immediate prefence only, then would the produ&ion o f 
this grafs and herb be a work in vain; becaufe God’s word brings 
forth all things at pleafure«,; and having a power o f increafing or dimi- 
niihing its operation in a moment, would certainly not have brought forth 
this fertility in an uninhabited and defolate country. But nature running 
her courfe by a conftant and unchangeable decree, has no power to ceal'e 
her work without a m iracle, and therefore though the grals may grow in 
vain, yet nature’s operations are not in vain, fince by one and the fame 
caufe, it produces vegetation in all parts o f the world.

# See Jer. xxiii, 23, 24, 25, § A&S xvii. «8, Job XXvi. 13. Dcut. ivr. 19*
t  Job xxxviii. 26. '

Known
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Known unto God are a ll his works ¡from  the beginning o f  th e *  w o rld ; and 
therefore it would be derogatory to the attributes o f the Deity, not to be­
lieve that the minuted: events o f this world, were forefeen and provided 
for in that moil perfect frame or model o f nature, which as we have al­
ready feen, may be compared to the conftruttion o f a watch, confiiling o f 
many fmall wheels, regulated by one mailer-wheel, or firil mover, which 
being wound up at the creation, with the line o f time, o f a feemingly 
infinite length, has ever fince been winding off, unto the prefent hour; 
and yet is there ilill more line upon the w h eel; but how much remains, 
is only in the breail o f the Alm ighty. And when this line ihall be en  ̂
tirely wound off, then w ill the frame o f nature find its -f* period, and all 
fubordinate wheels w ill ceafe their motion. But until that time, there 
is allotted in this frame of nature, unto every one that comes into the 
world, a certain order or courfe of life, by which he runs through fick- 
nefs and health, honour and diihonour, and all the occurrences o f life, 
from his cradle to the grave. For man is, as it were, a little world within 
h im felf; and though he itand but as one wheel in the frame o f the great 
world, yet within this one there feems many thoufands o f wheels, efpe- 
cially in enterpriiing people, which appear to move one within another 
almoit ad infinitum , till the thread turned on the outer wheel break, or 
elfe be wound oft, and there they make a flop, and die. A ll thefe things 
God, who made man at the firil, perfedtly knows, and foreknew, from 
the beginning o f the w orld; and by this order o f man’s life, he perfedlly- 
knows all the paflages of our lives, and even the moil fecret thoughts o f 
our hearts, both fleeping and J w aking; and how one thought drives off, 
and brings on another, and continues fo doing till the lafl moment o f our 
life, when our breath fails. Now every man being, as it were, a wheel, 
o f the great world, it w ill follow that all men move in a certain frame or 
wheel above themfelves, by virtue o f which the mailer-wheel o f every 
man’s life is put in m otion; and this wheel is fubordinate unto others, 
and thefe alfo unto the mailer-wheel o f the whole world, which is the 
high and m ighty wheel o f heaven, wherein the fun, moon, and flars are* 
fet, to carry on the great works o f nature, unto the end o f time. And 
hence comes the original o f every man’s nativity, and o f all natural qua­
lities, paflions, and incidents o f our lives, except the motions o f our free­
w ill and reafon, which may be allured and inclined by the works o f na­
ture, but cannot be fo rce d  by them. N ow  above and beyond this great 
wheel o f nature, there is yet another § wheel, within which the heavens 
themfelves are turned; and herein is that great and hidden line o f time, 
whereby the whole world, with all its dependencies, is made to hold on 
and continue its motion, unto the final end o f all things; and this ilu~

* Ads xv, iS. |  i  Peter iii. J John ii. 24, 25. § 2 Cor. xii, 2, 3, 4.
pendous
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pcndous wheel is God himfelf, who draws out the line o f  time, and fittin g  
upon the circles o f  the earth, be ftretches out the heavens as a curtain, and 
bcboldetb a ll the inhabitants o f  the world, as grafshoppers under bis * fe e t  \ 
and hence he difeerns, as it were, w ith one view, all the world naked 
before him, both pail, prefent, and to come.

From what has been advanced, it appears obvious that every occurrence 
o f our lives, and all the various productions o f nature, however ftrange 
or incompreheniible they may appear, are brought to pafs by a regular 
and eftabliihed means, decreed by the wifdom o f God, at the begin­
ning o f the w o rld ; and confequently, whatever happens by a contrary 
effed, muft o f neceflity be produced by the immediate hand o f God, and 
conftitutcs a m iracle. Such was the cafe when the Alm ighty made the 
fun and moon ftand Hill j and when, at the prayer o f Ifaiah, he reverfed 
its courfe, and made itretrograde. Such alfo were the works o f our Savi­
our, when he raifed the dead, and gave light to men born blind. And fuch 
was the work o f God, when the fea made a lane for men to pafs through 
on dry ground; and when the fire had no power to fcorch, nor to burn 
thofe who walked in the midit o f ' f  it. Thefe miracles, it is true, had 
no immediate dependence upon the works o f nature; and yet, as God 
from the beginning faw the neceflity o f them, and the occafion upon 
which they would be required, it is reafonable to fuppofe he fet down in 
his eternal mind the contrivance o f thefe miracles, and fo ordained them 
to keep pace with the works o f nature, and to come to pafs at their ap­
pointed leafons, without difturbing or deranging that univerfal frame o f 
the world, out of which all natural things proceed, and from whence all 
the hoft 6 f heaven derive their faculty o f influencing earthly fubftances. 
And that the heavenly bodies poflefs thefe influences, in an infinitely 
powerful degree, I believe w ill not be denied, iince both feripture and 
reafon, as we have now feen, fubftantially prove them. T h e ancient 
philofophers were unanimous in fubferibing to this opinion, even w ith­
out the teftimony o f the facred w ritings; and many very learned authors, 
in later ages, have fupported the fame do&rine. M ilton gives us a very 
ftriking proof o f his belief o f the ftarry influence, in the following p a t  
fage o f his Paradife Loft:*

T o  the blank moon
Her office they preferib’d ; to th* other five,
Their planetary motions and afpefts,
In fextile, fquare, and trine, and oppofite 
O f  noxious efficacy, and when to join 
In iynod unbenign; and taught the f x d

• Ifaiah xl. 22, 23, &c. + See Joih. x. 12, 13.— 2 Kings xx. ix.—-Johnix# 6, 7. and xi. 
44? 53.—Exod, xvi. 2i, 22.—-Dan, iii. 27.
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Their influence malignant when to iliow 'r;
W hich o f them rifing with the fun, or falling,
Should prove tempeJluous> & c. *

The ingenious M r. Fergufon alfo proves, in a variety o f inftances, an 
efficiency and influence in the fun and moon, though he denies that any fuch 
faculty exifts in the fixed ftars. And yet he has ihewn, by very fatisfac- 
tory obfervations, that “  the fixed ftars arc fo many glorious funs, with 
fyftems and worlds furrounding them, fimilar to our own j ” and that 
€i the Alm ighty would not have placed them at fuch diftances from each 
other, without proper objedts were near enough to be benefited by their 
influences”  Hence it follows, from his own hypothefis, that the fixed 
ftars do each of them poflefs a natural -f- influence, homogeneal to the fun 
and moon. But to what diftance the fixed ftars, or any o f the heavenly 
bodies, are capable o f extending thefe influences, is beyond the power o f 
the moft enlightened mind to deteimine ; fince the celeftial matter flows 
through a boundlefs and unlimitted fpace, and operates upon every fub- 
ftance that falls within the line of its diredtion. And now, having made 
it apparent, by an union o f concurrent teftimonies, that the fun, moon, 
and ftars have their refpedtive influences, and that an Aftrology in the 
heavens does by confequence exift, it will be proper to confider, how far 
the ftudy of this noble fcience is compatible with our moral and religi­
ous obligations, and what degree o f it is attainable by the human un- 
derftunding.

That the ftudy and practice o f Aftrology, is a moral purfuit, becoming 
i\ber and religious men, m aybe collected from the cuftoms o f the an­
cients in all enlightened countries ; as well as from the beft and wifeft o f 
Cod's chofen people. And that our all-wife and beneficent Creator, 
originally implanted in the frame o f nature, a means whereby mankind 
may attain to the knowledge of fuch future contingencies as concern their 
welfare and happinefs, is in no refpedt to be doubted, fince we obferve 
in the brute creation, that even the moft inconliderable creatures upon 
the earth, are more or lefs endowed with a gift o f foreknowledge. Thus 
the induftrious bee, and laborious J ant, lay in their fummer ftore, to 
fupply the necefiary wants o f an inclement winter, which they foreknow

is

* See Par?.dife Loft, b. x. 1. 656. f  See Fergufon’s Aftronomy, 6th edit. 8vo. Se&. 4, 5, 8, 
9, 14, &c.

X  C f  all the race of reptiles, the ant, the fpider, and the bee, appear to be endowed with 
the greateft ihare of fagacity. The wifdom of the ant is confpibuous in forming thcmfelves 
into a kind of republic, and therein obferving, as it were, their own peculiar laws and po­
licies ; but the cunning of the fpider feems to exceed that of moft other infers; its various 
artifices to enfnare its prey, is no lefs remarkable than its contrivance of a cell or retreat 
behind its web, where it feafts upon its game in fafety, and conceals the fragments of thoib 
carcales it has devoured, without expoiing to public view the Icaft remains of its barbarity,
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is yet to come. The badger, the hedge hog, and the mole, alio pro­
vide themfelvcs a magazine o f plants and herbs, which they foreknow w ill 
enable them to lie concealed in their holes, during the hard frofts o f  
winter, contented with their prifon, which affords them fafety. Their 
holes are alfo conftru&ed with amazing art, and have generally two ap~ 
pertures, that in cafe one is befet by an enemy, they may efcape by tne 
other. T h e doublings o f the hare, and the tricks o f the fox, to efcape 
the hounds, are alfo aftonifhing indications o f forefight and fagacity. 
The feathered race are likewife endowed with a fimilar faculty, and often 
foretel an approaching ftorm a confiderable time before it appears, by re­
tiring in flocks to their holes and hiding places for ihelter and protection. 
The birds o f paflage feem to inherit tnis gift in a moll remarkable de­
gree; for they aflemble together in prodigious flocks, at an appointed 
hour, and take their leave of us before the approach o f winter, which 
they forefee will deftroy the flies and other in fers, upon which their own 
life depends, as they feed upon nothing elfe. And it is no lefs extraor­
dinary than true, that thefe birds return as early as the fun brings forth 
this clafs o f infeils into new life; and they have alfo the fagacity to find out 
and repoflefs their former nefts and * habitations. The fame provident 

Jorecaji, for felf-prefervation and fafety, is even extended to the innumer­
able inhabitants o f the immenfe ocean, where we fee the fillies, prefled 
by unceafing hunger, indiferiminately prey upon one another, the large 
upon the fmall, even of its own fpecies; whence the fmaller fiih, in re­
gular gradations, when in danger o f being devoured, fly for an aflylum 
to the (hallow waters, where they know their enemy cannot, or dares not 
purfue them. And this purfuit o f one fpecies o f fiih after another, is by 
no means confined to a Angle region; for we find ihoals o f them purfu- 
ing one another, f*om the vicinity o f the pole, even down to the equator; 
and thus the cod, from the banks o f Newfoundland, purfues the whiting, 
which flies before it, even to the fbuthern ihores of Spain. It is aftonifil­
ing alfo that herrings, which appear to generate towards the north o f Scot­
land, regularly make their way, once a year, to the Britiih Channel. 
Their voyage is conduced with the utmoft regularity; and the time o f 
their departure is fixed from the month o f June to Auguft. They always 
aflemble together before they fet out, and no ftragglers are ever found

which might diftinguiih its place of abode, or create the lea ft jealoufy in any infe&, that their 
enerrty was near. Into what hiftory can we look, to find people who are governed by laws 
equal to what we obferve in the republic of bees ? What experience can we defire beyond that 
we obferve in the cunning fpider, to teach us to guard againft the artifices of thofe, who lay 
fnares, to catch the thoughtlefs and unwary? Or what can exceed the indefatigable ant, in 
teaching us leflons of frugality and induftry ?—Well might the wife man fay to the flothful and 
ignorant, Go, tbou fluggard, to the ant, confider her ways, and be wife.

* This has been di(covered by tying certain marks to their fegs, or by cutting off a claw, 
&c. before they emigrate.— In the enfuing fpring, if you preferve their nefts, you will find 
the fame birds will inhabit them, or if yeu-deftroy them they will rebuild in the fame place, or 
near it, '

from



46 A N  I L L U S T R A T I O N

fiiom the general •f* body. It is impoflible to afiign any caufe for this 
emigration, but it doubtlefsly proceeds from the fame inftindtivc iin~ 
pulfe, with which all orders o f animate nature are more or lefs endued, 
beeing then tlut the fupreme Being, in his paternal regard for the mi­
nuted part of his works, has endued the lowed clafs of animals with a 
gift of foreknowledge in what immediately concerns their fafety and 
welfare; would it not be derogatory to the equal providence of God, to 
iuppoie he had not ordained, in an infinitely luperior degree, a means of 
v. ommunieating foreknowledge to man, whom he hath gracioufly formed 
in his own exprefs image and likenefs, and appointed lord over his vail 
creation ?— A creature whom he hath endowed with a rational foul, ca­
pable of paying him adoration and worfliip; and with an underftanding 
qualified to deevpher the golden characters he hath placed in the firma­
ment of heaven, forfig n s o f  thofe hidden events of futurity, which are 
vet to come ? I f we give the feriptures an attentive perufal, we fliall 
find a variety of pafiages to confirm this opinion, both in the old and new 
Tcilamcnt. And we may gather additional evidence, that the Almighty 
1 uended we lliould fludy futurity, from the communications given to 
Adam in Paradife by the angel Gabriel; as W'ell its from the commiiTion M i­
chael the Archangel received from God, to iliew him, in a vifion, the 
principal events o f futurity, from his fall, to the birth, refurredtion, and 
aicention of * Chrift. And I think I am warranted to fay, from the 
authority of our Saviour's own words, that there appears only one event, 
concerning the human race, which the Deity ever propofed to withhold 
from their knowledge, and that is, the time o f the lalt and terrible day 
o f Judgment. But even o f this aw'ful and fecret event, we are promifed 
fome previous intimations, by figns in the fun, moon, J and ftars; 
which are the common fignificators o f all inferior tranfa&ions o f futurity. 
For this reafon we are told to watch , f o r  no man knoveeth the hour when 
thefe things Jhall come ; therefore, thofe who ftudy the fydereal fcience, by 
their watchfulnefs o f the heavenly bodies, and their capability o f difeo- 
vering fuch figns in the fun, moon, and ftars, whenever the tremendous 
fiat fliall be pail, will be the firft to know that the vifitation of God is 
at hand; v/hilft thofe who condemn both the fcience and its profeflors, 
unprepared by any previous intimation, and folded in the arms of 
incautious repofe, w ill find the fatal hour approach like a th ie f in the

t  See Brookes’s Nat. Hift. 2d. edit. i2mo. vol. i. p. 25. Introd vol. ii. p. v68. vol. iii. p. 2, 4, 
vol. vi. p. 9, 20. * See Milton’s Paradife Loft, Books v. vi.vii. viii. xi. and xii. Adam, for this 
purpofe, is faid to be taken up to the top of an high hill, by Michael# who addreifes him in 
theie lines:

Adam, afeend
This hill; let Eve, (for I have drench’d her eves)
Here fleep below, while thou to fore fight wak'ft;
As once thou fleptft, while ihe to life was form’d.X Matt. xxiv. 29,36.—Mark xiii. 24, 25, 32.— Luke xxi. 25,
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when petrified and motionlcfs, in bitter anguiili and defpair, 

they will too late repent their negligence and incredulity.

Now i f  we confider ailrology, what it truly is, a legal and virtuous 
ftudy, we may eafily believe the accounts tranfmitted to us by Jofcphus 
and other hiftorians, concerning its antiquity and divine original. W e 
have already fcen that Adam, previous to his expuliion from Paradife, was 
inftrudted in a foreknowledge of futurity, by the exprefs command o f 
God, as a means o f enlarging his mind, and alleviating his diflrefs, upon 
being turned adrift into the wide world. Jofephus, an hiftorian of cha­
racter and eminence, who quotes the moft ancient authors o f refpedtability 
for what he aflerts, confirms the fame thing, and further informs us, that 
Adam, before his death, inftru&ed his fon Seth in this fcience, who after­
wards engraved the rudiments of it upon permanent pillars o f done, which 
endured through many generations, and were not entirely effaced till fome 
time after the*deluge. W e have it from the fame authority, that the 
Art was taught by Enos and Noah, who preferved it to the days of Abra­
ham, and he incrcafed the knowledge o f it by divine aids, teaching it to 
the Chaldeans and Egyptians. Jofeph is alfo faid to have patronized and

«

§ 1 would recommend a ferious and attentive perufal of thefe feriptures, to every perfon who 
has doubts concerning the do&rine of Aftrology. It is here pointed out, to the underftanding 
of the moft unlettered part of mankind, that the great and terrible day of the Lord, the day of 
judgment, will moft affuredlv come. Our Saviour’s difciples enquire of him, When this day 
ihall be ? He replies, C( Of tnat day and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels which arc 
44 in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father only.” They alfo aik, What fhail be the figns 
hereof? They are told, 44 There ihall be figns in the fun, in the moon, and in the ftars ; the 
' fun ihall be darkened, and the moon ihall not give her light; and upon the earth diftrefs of 

nations, with perplexity ; the fea and the waves roaring; with great earthquakes indivcis

Slaces, and famines, and peftilences; fearful fights and great figns ihall there alfo be in the 
cavens. Watch, therefore, for in an hour when ye think not, Ihall thefe things come; for 

as in the days that were before the Hood, they were eating and drinking, marrying, and giv­
ing in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark; and they knew not, until the flood 
came and took them away; fo alfo ihall ttie coming of the Son of man be. Then ihall he 
fend forth his angels, and ihall gather together his eled from the four winds, from the utter* 
moft part of the earth, to theuttermoft part of heaven; then ihall two be in a field, the one 
ihall be taken; and the other left; two women ihall be grinding at the mill, the one ihall be ta­
ken, and the other left. Therefore be ye ready, left coming, he find you ileeping; and what 
1 fay to you, I fay unto all, W atch.” Now it is clear, from the above, ih z tfig n s  of great 

and direful events, are difcoverable not only by the celeftial bodies, but alfo byfe a r fu l fig h ts in 
the heavens ; by tremendous earthquakes; by total eclipfes of the two great luminaries, which 
deprive them, for a time, of the power of giving light; and by other extraordinary phenomena, 
which ihould always be attended to with reverence and awe. Thefe fig n s our Saviour informed 
his difciples ihouldf precede the deftru&ion of Jerufalem; and aftrologers. and other hiftorians, 
have borne record of the cxa& completion of this prophecy; and it muft oe felf-evident to eve­
ry thinking mind, that the laft day will come topafs. exa&Iy in they way our Saviour has de­
scribed it. Thofe, therefore, who w atch the heayenly configurations, and learn to underftand 
the fig n s our Saviour fpeaks of, will be timely inrormed of the approach of this direful day, and 
found prepared, by repentance and humility of heart, to be gathered w ith  G od 's e le tt; while un­
believing and impenitent men, given up to fenfual and carelefs habits, will be found fieeping  
w hen the avenger someth. “  In that day the ftouteft heart will tremble, and the countenance of 
the proudeft man will fall, before the face of anincenfed Deity.”— See St. Matt, xxiv.— 
Mark xiii, and Luke xxi, * See Jof. Ant. lib. i. cap, 4, 8,12, &c.

H taught
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taught It In Egypt, and is fuppofed hv Origin, Diodorus Siculus, and 
oilier ancient hiilorians, to have been the author o f an ailrological work, 
called, The Aphorifms o f Hermes the *f*Egyptian. Mofes afterwards 
taught and profelled it, independent o f the gift o f prophecy, which al- 
wa\s came by divine infpiration, and confequently was only exercifed 
upon certain extraordinary occafions. From Mofes, we are told, the Pro­
phets and Seers had i t ; and that it was afterwards particularly taught 
among the tribe o f Iflachar, who are on that account ftiled in the facred 
writings, M en who bad undemanding in the J times, and were expert at re- 
folving all queiiions concerning fu tu rity ; and as this tribe were neither 
priefts nor Levites, nor endued with the fpirit o f prophecy, it follows 
that their underjianding in the times, and their ability in foretelling future 
events, arofe entirely from an acquired knowledge o f the figns and influ­
ences o f  the heavenly bodies. For the fame reafon thePeriian aftrologers 
were called Mages, or W ife men, who were Jkilled in the tim es; and the 
Chaldeans termed their young ftudents in aftrology, M en Jkilled in wifdom 
and cunning ^fcience, to learn the learning o f  the Chaldeans. And after the 
Chaldean method o f ftudying the fcience o f aftrology, Daniel, and Shad- 
rach, and Mefech, and Abednego were inftrudted by their tutor M elzar, 
and became ten times more learned in a ll matters o f  wifdom and underfunding, 
than a ll the afrologers in the realm , in confideration o f which they were 
eleiled members o f the public *  fchools at Babylon, which were founded 
for the ftudy o f this a r t; and Daniel was made, by the K ing’s decree, 
Mailer over the Chaldean II aftrologers.

In the days o f Samuel, it appears to have been a common cuftom to go 
to the Seers, or men o f underfunding in the times, not only to be inform­
ed concerning future contingencies, but alip to enquire after loft goods. 
T o  this effedt we find Saul and his fervant difeourfing, when they were 
fu n  out to find the ftrayed afles o f K iih, Saul’s father; and not being able 
to rind them, the fervant propofes to go and enquire o f the Seer, which way 
the afles were gone, and where they may be found. Saul agrees to this, but 
afks, W hat have we to g ive h im ? we have no bread le ft% nor have we any 
fujficient prefent. T he fervant replies, I  have a fo u r th  p a rt o f  a Jhekel o f  
/¡h er  ; r i l  g ive him th a t. Saul anfwerS, W e llfa id , let u s* *  go. This 
paflage enables us to diftinguifh between the gift o f prophecy, for the 
purpofes o f eftablifhing God’s true religion, and the art o f anfwering ho­
rary queftions, and predicting future events. T he one was evidently ef­
fected by fupernatural means, and promulgated to the people without

%

f  Orig. tom. in Gen. Diod. Sic. lib. i. cap. 2. J 1 Chron. xii. 32. § Efth. i. 13. Dan. i. 4.* In fotne of thefe fchools Abram is faid to have been taught$ and that Bel us, the father of 
Nimrod, afterwards buik the fchool-houfe where Daniel was inftru&cd in this fcience. See 
Jof. Ant. lib. i. cap. 8. Diod. Sic. lib. i. cap. 8.

II Dan. 1. 4. 5, 11, t/y 18, 19, 20. ii. 13. v. 11. ** 1 Sam. ix, 6, 7, 8, ¡0.
cxpence•
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expence ; whilft the other, by being calculated for the benefit o f respec­
tive individuals, was always accompanied with money or prefents. In 
the fame way we find David, when in Keilah, where he heard that Saul 
was coming to befiege him, was defirous of knowing the truth, whether 
Saul was coming or n o t; and i f  he was, W hether the men o f  K eilah would 
be true to bim> or would betray him . And being informed they would 
betray him into the hands o f the enemy, who weie fecking his life, he 
fled into the wildernefs o f Ziph, and efcaped the danger that was im ­
pending over -f- him. And in the N ew  Teftament alfo, we have fre­
quent confirmations o f the meteorological part o f this fcience, from our 
Saviour’s own words, in his converfation with the Pharifees, who were 
all verfed in aftrology. He addreifes them to this e ffe it : “  W hen it is 
“  evening, ye fay, it w ill be fair weather, becaufe the iky is red ; and 
“  in the morning it w ill be foul weather, becaufe the iky is red and 
4t lowering. And when a cloud arifeth out o f  the weft, ftraightway ye 
€< fay, A  ihower cometh ; and it is fo. And when ye fee the fouth-wind 
“  blow, ye fay, There w ill be h e a t; and fo it comes to pafs. Ye h y- 
€t pocrites, ye can difeern the face o f the || iky, but the figns o f the times 
€t ye cannot d i f e e r n . A n d  now, i f  we impartially contemplate the 
origin and antiquity o f this fcience, and recolledt that the beft and wifeft 
men in every age o f the world, were profeflors o f it, we muft admit its 
praftice to be highly confiftcnt with all our moral and religious duties.

*

That the human underftanding is alfo capable of attaining to a very 
high degree of knowledge in the hidden works of futurity, and in the 
fecret operations of nature, is likewife to be proved, beyond the power 
o f contradiction. Indeed the paffages already quoted from the holy 
feriptures, are a fufficient confirmation o f it to every difpailionate reader j 
but as there are fome very extraordinary iflftances of this predictive fa­
culty, recorded by different hoftorians, I will juft mention a few of 
them, by way of corroborating die evidence already brought in its fup- 
port. The Emperor Domitian required the Profeffor Largius Proculus, 
to calculate his nativity, from the fuppofed time of his birth, which was 
done, and delivered into the Emperor’s own hands. Afclatarius, a molt 
famous aftrologer o f thole times*, procuring a copy of this nativity, rec-, 
tilled it, and foretold the hour and manner of the Emperor’s death; which 
when Domitian heard, he commanded. Afclatarius to be brought before 
him, when he affirmed his predictions would prove true. Domitian alk- 
ed him if  he could foretel the manner o f his own death ? Afclatarius re­
plied, That he knew he Ihould ftiortly be tom in pieces by dogs •, but to 
confute the aftrologer, the Emperor ordered him to be burnt alive. The 
cruel fentence was accordingly put in execution ; the body was bound and

1 1 Sam.xxui. 10, 11,12,13,14. 1 See Matt. xvi. 2, 3. Lukexii. 24, 53, ¡6;
laid
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laid upon the pile, and the fire kindled ; but at that inftant, there arofe a 
dreadful ftorm of wind and rain, which drove the fpedtators away, and 
extinguiihed the fire ; and Afclatarius was afterwards torn in pieces by 
dogs, as he had foretold. When Latinus informed the Emperor of this 
event, he was greatly mortified, and very melancholy ; and on the day his 
affaffination had been predi&ed, he feigned him felf indifpofed, and locked 
him felf up in his chamber. Stephanus, the captain o f his guard, went to 
his door, pretending he had received fome important difpatches, which 
he wanted to deliver to h im ; but Domitian declining to admit him till a 
certain hour was pail, Stephanus perfuaded him it was then much later 
than the time fpecified. T he Emperor, in confequence, concluding the 
danger to havepaffedby with the hour, or looking upon the predi&ion as a 
mere fable, feeing no confpiracy or danger about him, opened the door, 
upon which Stephanus ftept up to him with a drawn dagger, and ilabbcd 
him to the heart, in the very hour that had been predicted by the aftro- 
loger, on the eighteenth day o f September, the monthjhe had ordered to 
be called* Germanicus. T he fame writers add, that Apollonius Tyaneus 
was at that iiiftant o f time at Ephcfus, flanding in the prefence o f the 
Magiftratcs, and in a kind o f ecftacy, cried out, O Stephanus, ilrike the 
tyrant; and after a paufe, added, *Tis well, thou haft killed him. This art 
o f  redifying nativities, was a difeovery which brought the fcience to very 
liigh  perfedion, and has enabled its profeffors to be aftoniihingly exad in 
prédirions o f confequence. Thus Lucius Tarutius Firmianus, by the 
ads o f Romulus's life, and the time o f  his death, found that he was born 
in the firft year o f the fécond Olympiad, the twenty-third day o f the 
month, about fun-riling. And hence he difeovered that the building o f 
Rome was begun when the moon was in Libra, the fun with Mercury, and 
Venus in Taurus, Jupiter in Pifces, and Saturn w ith Mars in -f* Scorpio. 
T h e  Archbiihop o f Pifa confulted fcveral different profeffors o f aftrology 
concerning his deftiny, and they all calculated his nativity at different 
times, and without any communication with one another ; but they all 
foretold him he would be hanged. It feemed highly incredible at the 
time, becaufe he was in fom uch honour and power; but the event juftified 
the predictions ; for in the fcdition o f Pope Sextius IV . in the fudden 
rage and uproar o f the people, he was lcized and $ hanged. Petrus 
Leontius, a celebrated phylician and aftrologerof Spoletanum, call his own 
nativity, and foretold that his death would be occalioned by water, and 
many years afterwards he was found drowned in a pond, into which he had 
fallen the preceding night, by miftaking his § way. Jofephus tells us 
he caft the nativities o f  Vefpatian, and his fon T itus, and predicted that 
they would both be Emperors ; and fo it turned out. R . Cervinus

* Vid. Sueton. in Domitian. f  Vid. Peucer de Divinat. left, de Aftrolog. 
Florentin. § Jovius, £log, 3;.

I Vid. Annah

calculated
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calculated the nativity o f his fon Marcellus, and foretold that he fhould 
come to great preferment and dignity in the church ; and his mother 
afterwards entreating him to marry one Caffandra Bcnna, he very refo- 
lutely declined it, faying, He would not with the bands of matrimony, bind 
him felf from that better fortune which theftars had promifed him, if  
he continued to live Angle and unmarried. And he was afterwards really 
made Pope *. Picus Mirandula was a fevere writer againft aftrology, 
infomuch that he was termed, Flagellum Aftrologorum; and to ftop the 
malignity o f his pen, Lucius Bcllantius, and two other aftrologers o f 
eminence, procured the time o f his birth, and calculated his nativity, 
which they afterwards fent him, with this predidtion inclofed, “  That he 
would die in the thirty-third year o f his age.” This exafperated him fo 
much, that he began to write a new tradt, with inconceivable afperity, 
againft the poor aftrologers, attempting to prove their calculations a mere 
bubble, and themfelves a fet of impoftors. But when the fatal ap­
pointed hour arrived, he faw the folly o f his own conceits; recanted his 
opinion, and fealed by his death, a {landing memorial o f the inerrability 
and truth of this -fcience. Many other extraordinary circumftances o f 
the kind might be related from different authors, were it not already 
fufficiently obvious that the intelledtyal faculties o f man, when culti­
vated by ftudy, and improved by obfervation and experience, are capable 
of attaining a very exteniivc degree o f knowledge and ikill in this art. 
W e w ill therefore difmifs this argument, and endeavour to explain what 
the fubjedls are, that the fcience o f aftrology naturally comprehends.

Aftrology is compounded o f J la r , and difcourfey and literally
implies, l!he doctrine o f  the J ia r s ; teaching how to judge o f their effe&s, 
and fecret influences, and to foretel future events, by the order o f their 
different afpedts, qualities, and pofitions ; and alfo how to difeover their 
energy and force upon earthly fubftances, in the wonderful and abftrufe 
operations o f nature. It comprehends the moft excellent part o f that 
noble fcience called Phyfiology, or natural Philofophy, which is the doc­
trine o f natural bodies, in the conftrudtion o f the works o f nature. T h e  
body natural may be conceived either generally, as one perfett and entire 
body; or ipecially, as it may d>e divided into two, or fubdivided into 
many thouiand component parts. T h is grand and perfedt body o f na­
ture is called the W orld, or the whole world, which is generally confi- 
dered as making but one entire bod y ; but this general body admits o f  
many fpecial divilions and fubdivifions -y and is firft divided into two

* Vid. Thuan. 1. 1 j. It is remarkable that this prtdidion was printed at Venice, and pub- 
lifhed by Curtins Trojanus, in a book of nativities written by Gauricus, upwards of three 
years before Marcellas Cervinus was proclaimed Pope. And this is that Pope, who when the 
Lc&urer, as the cuftom was, read a certain portion of the writings of the Fathers at dinner 
time, faid, “  He could conceive how thofc who held fo high a place, could provide 
for their own falvation,”

l  branches,
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branches, making one body natural called Celeftial, and another called 
Terreftrial; and hence arife two diilindt fciences, the one termed U ri­
nology, and the other Geology.

Geology is a fcience treating of the natural body called the earth, and 
fpeaks either generally o f the whole earth, or fpecially o f the parts, or fome

(^articular part thereof; and is either fpcculativc, or pradtical. Specu- 
ative Geology confifts in the fimple inveftigation of the earth, either 

in whole, or in part, and of the principles and afiedtions thereof; and to 
this purpofe it treats either o f the common being o f any earthly thing, 
merely as it is a being abftradt from all matter, whether intelligible, or 
fenfible; and as it operates thus, it is termed Metaphyfical, or Preter­
natural Philofophy. But if  it difcourfcs of a movable being in matter, 
and that as it is perfedtly material, it is then called Natural Philofophy. 
O r if  it fpeaks of things converfant in matter intelligible, but not fen- 
iible, as they are the abftradts of matter, it is named Mathematical, or 
Abftradt Philofophy. O f this fort of fcience the fubjedt is Quantity, 
and is either continued, or dilcreet. I f  of continued quantity, it is 
called Geometry, or its fubordinate, Perfpedtive; but i f  the quantity be 
difcreet, it is then termed Arithmetic, or its fubordinate, Mufic. N a­
tural Philofophy properly fo called, treats o f terreftrial bodies, either 
fimple or mixed. The fimple bodies confift o f the four elements, 
called Fire, A ir, Earth, and Water, which occupy all places from the 
utmoft and inferior bodies o f the heavenly matter, unto the inmoft cen­
tre o f the earth; fo that vacuum no where exifts under the cope o f 
heaven. T he mixed bodies are compounded o f thefe four elements, and 
are divided into animate, and inanimate bodies. And all animate bodies 
are endued either with a vegetive, fenlitive, or rational faculty. N ow 
while we ftudy the dodtrine o f this earthly body natural, the fciences o f 
Geography, Hiftory, and Chronology, naturally flow from it ; the firft 
o f  which deferibes the fituation and boundaries o f the different parts o f 
the earth ; the fecond relates the ftory of whatever has been feen or 
tranfadted upon i t ; and the third computes and adjufls all the different 
;m s and portions o f time, from the creation of the world, to the pre- 
fent hour. And fubordinate to thefe are Topography, or a defeription o f 
particular places, and Chronologies o f certain diftindt periods o f time. 
Pradtical Geology, is that part o f natural philofophy which confifts in 
Speculation, for the profit and advantage of mankind ; and leaves a track 
or fruit o f its operation remaining, when the adt itfelf is paft and gone. 
And this is a fort o f ftudy claifed under die denomination o f A rt, rather 
than o f Science. T he fubjedt o f it muft be either Man himfelf, or fome 
fubordinate fubftance. I f  Man be the fubjedt o f inveftigation, then the 
objedt w ill be to teach him precepts of m orality; and this we call
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