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THE

"HISTORY

OF THE

"FORTUNE-TELLER.

CHAP L

A preparatory difcourfe to our true biffory, be- -
ing a differtation on the origin and progrefs
of Fortune-Tellingy the caufe of fuperfition
and credulity affigned, abfurd and fuperflitious
apinions apd pratlices now prevalent in
England, pointed out; and a vindication of
tbe Deity, from the blafpbemous notions en-
2ertained of bim by the believers of Fortune-
Tellers.

N eagernefs to enquire into future
events has been the foible of all ages,

and all nations. Not fatisfied with know-
ing that peace of mind muft always be the
confequence of integrity of heart, that prof-
perity and fuccefs mu!‘:ll generally attend a
: - B rectitude
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re@itude of life and condu&, mankind have
been follicitous to know, by fuperftitious
means, the particular good or ill fortune
that is to attend them. This eagernefs and
follicitude firft gave birth to the myftery,
or art of Fortune-Telling. oy

Crafty and dcfigning men, in all ages and
nations, have duped the unfufpicious and
ignorant vuigar: but né fet of men have
duped them more than Fortune-Tellers;
who have picked theit pockets, and impofed
on their judgments, under the moft ridicu-
lous pretences, and fallacious promifes.

The art of divination, or Fortune-Telling,
~ is of high antiquity; it being firft practifed
in Egypt, and from thence making its way
to every country in the known world ; as
the facred writings fully inform us. .

Nine fpecies of this art are mentioned in ~ °

thofe writings. The firlt was by infpeting
the ftars, planets, and clouds, which is
termed Judiciary Aftrology. The fecond
was Augury.  The third, Faftination, or
occult and pernicious practices. The fourth,
Enchanting. The ffth confifted in interro- -
gating the Python fpirits. The fixth was
Witchcraft and Magic. The feventh was
the Evocation and interrogation of the dead,
called Necromancy. The eighth was Rab-
domancy, or predi®ing events by .a wand,
rod, or fticks. The ninth, and laft, was

' Hepatofcopy
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Hepatofcopy, or infpeion of a liver.. All
thefe different kinds of divination, Mofes,
Hofea, and Ezekiel particularly inform us
of. The fcriptures alfo make mention of
Fortune-Tellers, interpreters of dreams,
divinations by water, fire, air, the flying of
birds, their chirping; by thunder, light-
ning, and, in general, by meteors; by the
ground, by points, by lines, by ferpents, &c.
 The Jews became infected by thefe differ-
ent fuperftitions in Egypt, from whence
they came to the Greeks, who tranfmitted
.them to the Romans. .
The Romans diftinguithed divination, or
Fortune-Telling, into Artificial and Natural,
- 'The former was a prognoftic, or induétion,
founded on external figns, conneéed with

~ futore events. The latter prefaged things

by a motion purely internal, and an impulle
of mind independent of any external fign.
This they fubdivided into two forts; In-
nate, and Infufed. The Innate had for its
bafis, the fuppofition, that the foul, cir-
cumfcribed " in herfelf, and commanding
- the different organs of the body, with-
out being totally prefent to them, had
effentially confufed notions of futurity 5 as,
faid they, one may have fufficient reafon to
be convinced of it by dreams, extafies, and
what happens to fome fick perfons at the
- approach of death, and moft othér men,
B2 when
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when threatened with fome imminent dam
ger. The Infufed- was fupported on the
fuppofition, that the foul, like unto a look-
ing-glafs, was enllahtened in regard to the
events thar concerned her; by a light re-
fle@®ed from Gob, or fpirlts They alfo
divided Artifictal Divination into two forts
the one experimental, deduced from natu-
ral caufes, as aftronomical predittions of
eclipfes, &c. or judgments paffed by phy-
ficians on the erifis of difeafes, or conjec-
tures formed by polificians ‘on the revolu-
tions of ftates; as it happened to Jugurtha
leaving Rome, where he had fucceeded by
dint of money, in clearing himfelf of an
atrocious crime, when he faid ; ¢ O vena-
¢ lem urbem, et mox perituram, fi empto-
¢ rem inveneris! ” The other Chimerical,
confifting of capricious practices founded
on falfe judgments, and {upported by cre-
dulous fuperftition. It moved heaven
and ‘earth, as it were, forming prefages
from air, water, fire, birds, the entrails of
animals, dreams, phyﬁognomy, the lines
of the hand, points drawn by chance,
numbers, names, the motions of a rmg and
fieve, and the works of fome authors;
whence came the prediftions called Pre- .
neftinz, Virgilianz, Homericz, and many
- others.

- "i‘he
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“The Greeks and Romans entertained. the
‘moft religious veneration for all thefe foolle-
Ties, as long as they were not enlightened by
the culture of the fciences, which infenfibly
‘banithed the deceptions with their preju-
dices. Cato, being confulted on what
might be prognofticated by rats eating
- bufkins, anfwered, That there was nothing
aftonithing in it; but that it would have
been an unheard of predigy, if thc bufkins
‘had eaten the rats.

Cicero was not more credulous and fuper-
Atitious than Cato. He ridicules all forts of
divinations, without even excepting oracles,

and the predi&ions of augurs and arufpices.

The original of ‘divinatien has been ac-
counted for by Monfieur Pluche in this
.manner : By the Egyptians having - fergot
‘the fignification of the fymbels, which were
aifed in the beginning for inculcating to the

_people the duties of civil life and rchgxon
“When he is afked, how this fignification of
{fymbols could be loft, and how .all the
apparatus of religion could undergo fo
ftrange a revolution? he anfwers; ¢ That
“¢it was in abiding by the letter, the
*e pcoplc received, almoft univerfally, au-

“¢ guries, the perfuifion of planetary in-
¢ fluences, the p-edittions of aftrology,
¢ the operations of alchemy, the differ-
% Bt kmd:s of divinations by ferpents,

B3 birds
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‘¢ birds, wands, magic, inchantments, evo-
¢ cations, &c. The world,” adds he, ¢¢ a-
¢ bounded alfo with mad opinions, which it
“ has not yet in all parts equally got rid of,
¢ and of which it is very neceffary to know
“ the fallacy, becaufe they are as contrary
“ to true piety and the repofe of life, as to
“ the advanccment of true knowledge.”
But how could the people all take the fym-
bois literally ? Nothing more may. be re-
quired for this, than a great revolution in a
a ftate, followed by two or three ages of
ignorance. We are fenfible by experience,
of thefe revolutions in ftates, and the ef-
fects of the ages of ignorance that follow-
ed them, on the ideas and opinions of men,
as well in refpeét to {ciences and arts, ‘as in
matters of-religion. <

But, to offer fomething further on the
origin and progrefs of divination. It may
be faid, that we are alternately happy and
miferable, and fometimes, without know-
ing how. Thefe alternatives have been a
natural fource of conjectures to the minds
that believe they confult nature, when they
only confult their imagination. Whilft
misfortunes were private, none of thofe

conjectures could gain fufficient ground to

become the public opinion; but, if an
affli¢tion was epidemical, it became an ob-

ject capable of fixing the general attention,
and
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-and an occafion to fanciful and mercenary
men for perfuading others to adopt their
ideas. A word, that perbaps then flipped
- from them by chance, was the foundation
of a prejudice. A being that finds itfelf
happy in caufing the misfortune of man-
kind, introducel by an apoftrophe, or
pathethic exclamation, was inftantly realifed
by the multitude, which felt themfelves,
as it were, confoled, when. prefented with
an object they could apply to in their
calamity. ‘ ) k.
But, when fear had created a maleficent.
genius, hope was not backward in creating
a favourable one ; and the imagination, in-
duced by the diverfity of phenomena, cir-
cumftances, combination of ideas, opinions,
‘events, and refleftions, to multiply their
fpecies, filled the earth, air, and waters
with them, and befides, eftablifhed for them
an infinity of various worfhips, which, in
their turn, underwent an infinity of differ-
ent revolutions. \ ,
. The influence of the fun over all that
exifts was too fenfible not to be taken
© notice of; and that luminary was foon
reckoned among beneficent beings. In-
. fluence was fuppofed alfo in the moon ; and
- this notion was extended to all the celeftial
bodies. The imagination, aided by con-
- je€tures which time neceffarily brings about,
B4 aturibured
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attributed difcretionally to thofe bodies, a
charaéter of goodnefs, or” malignity; and
the heavens alfo appeared to concert the
happinefs or miféry of men. In them were
- read all great events; fuch as wars, pefti-
lence, famine, the fall of kingdoms, and
the faté of Kings, &c. Thefe events were
annexed to the phenomena that feldom
happened, fuch as eclipfes, and the ap-
pearance of comets ; wherein was fuppofed
a relation between thefe thingss or rather,
the forturtous coincidence of phenomena
and events made it believed to be fo.

A moment’s reflé¢tion on the univerfal
concatenation of beings would have over-
turned all thefe notions. But do fear and
hope refleét ? How can the influence of &
planet be queftioned, when it promifes us
the death of a tyrant? _

The fuppofed connection betweer names
and things occafioned the ‘affixing of cha-
Tacters to beings. Flattery had given to
planets the names of  Jupiter, Mars,Venus;
‘and fuperftition had made them difpenfers
‘of dignity, ftrength, and beauty. The
figns of the Zodiac are indebted for their
‘virtues to the animals after ‘which they
have been formed. But every quality
has fomething analogous to it: analogy,
- therefore, completes the train of the good
-and bad qualities, a celeftial body ﬂr)nay

00t
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thoot down on a being over whofe nativity
it prefided.

This fyftem was expofed to many difficul-
ties, but none ever troubled themfelves to
folve them, or give a candid anfwer. Ju-
diciary Aftrology now began to plume itfelf
with an air of importance: predléhons were
made, perhaps, one right in nine hundred

‘and ninety nine which were wrong; and yet .

the right was the only one fpoken of; by .
which the art muft undoubtedly be Judged
s excellent.

This fingle marvellous prcdléhon, relat-
ed a thoufand different ways, is multiplied
into a thoufand happy predictions : lies
and impoftures are made to play their part;
there are foon mere than enough to combat
the evidence of reafon, or the voice of
philofophy, and fuperftitoin and crcduhty
gained ground apace.

When the influences of the celeftial
bodies had obtained credit, fome intelligence
muft of courfe be granted to them. People
then addreffed and invoked them. A
wand being laid hold of, ﬁgures were traced
out on the earth, 'in the a:r, and with a
Ioud or muttering voice, a jargon of myf-

“terious words was pronoanced, whereby

whatever was defired was promxfcd to be
‘obtained,

But
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But it was confidered, that if it was &
matter of great importance to be able to
fummon the appearance of good or evil
beings, it was much more to have about
one fomething which might fecure their
proteétion. Hence, by following the fame
principles, talifmans, amulets, &c. were
conftruted. ’

If fome fortuitous events have feconded
the difcovery of truth, there are fome alfo
which may have favoured the progrefs of
error. Such was the forgetting of the fenfe
~ of hieroglyphical charaéters, which ne-

ceflarily followed the eftablithment of the
charalters of the alphabet. - Any defired
virtue was, therefore, attributed to the
hieroglyphical charatters; the figns paffed
into magic, and the fyftem of divination
became thereby more complex, more ob-
fcure, and more marvellous. ; '

As the hieroglyphics comprehended all
manner of ftrokes and touches, there was
not a line but became 3 fign. Nothing
more then was wanting, than to feek for
this fign on fome part of the human body,
in the hand, for inftance, to give birth to
Chiromancy. o

The imaginations of men never acts more
ftrongly and capricioufly than in (leep; but
to whom, unlefs to the gods, could fuper-

ftition attribute fuch fingular and ftriking
objetts
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objects as occur to us in certain dreams ?
Such was the origin of Oneirocritics. It
was difficult not to -perceive, between the
events of the day, and,the phantafms of the
night, fome veftiges of Analogy: fuch an
cvent was fixed to fuch an objeét; and there
were foon perfons who had predictions ready
for all forts of reveries. There even hap-
pened herein an oddity ; a rule being made
to predi®t by contraries; the contrary of
- what had been dreamed of. in the night,
having fometimes happened in the day:
What elfe could happen to men pofieffed

' by the preftiges of divination, and who
believed themfelves continually furrounded
by good or evil beings, but further involving
themf{elves in the admiration of all objetts
and events, whereby they transformed
them into types, admonitions, figns, prog-
noftics, &c. It was not now long before
. they beard the will of the gods in the -
nightingale’s fong. They faw and heard
their decrees in the motion of  the wings of
the eagle, the croaking of the raven, or
the chattering of the magpye. They read
them alfo in the entrails of a calf, efpe-
cially in the time of facrifices and fuch
were the foundations of the art of the
Aurifpices. Some words that flipped from
the facrificing prieft, were found, by chance,
to relate to the fecret motive of him who
' ‘ " had
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had recourle to the affiftance of the words s
they - were taken for an infpiration. This
fuccefs gave occafion to many enthufiaftic
diftractions. The I¢fs one appeared mafler
of his motions, the more they feemed di-
vine 3 and it was believed, that it was ne-
ceffary to lofe reafon amidft ftrong agita-
tions, in order to be infpired, and deliver
an oracle. It was upon this account, that
_ temples were eretted on the places where
the exhalations of the earth made the mind
fantic. ‘
Nothing more was wanting, than te
make ftatues move and fpeak; and the
craft of the priefts foon herein found means
to content the fuperftition of the people.
The imagination proceeds with rapidity .
when it goes aftray. If there be gods, they
difpofe of all things; thercfore, every thing
muft be a fign of their will, and of our
defting; but obje@s of veneration having -
in this refpeét fome connetion of worthip
with the gods, they were, thought more
proper than others to fignify their will; and
vhus it was that prophecies were fought
after in the poems of the war of Troy.
This fyftem of abfurdities ftill gained
+more credit from the opinions entertained
by philofopers of the attion of Gop on the
human foul; from the facility fome found,
by their fkill in medicine, of raifing them-
' . ' felves
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felves to the dignity of forcerers, and from
the neceflity of a refpeétable motive in re-
gard to the people, which determined its
chiefs to aét or to wait, without being re-
fponfible for the event. This neceffity made
politics favourable to the augurs, and the
deliverers of oracles; and in this manner
all particulars concurred to inculcate and
ftrengthen the greateft errors. , ‘
" Thofe errors were fo general, that the
Jlight of religion ecould not hinder their
fpreading among the Jews and Chriftisns.
Even d4mong the latter, fome have been
known to interrogate the dead, and call

'upon the Devil, by ceremonies, like thofe

of the Pagans in the conjuration of the
Stars and Devil. But if the univerfality of
the prejudice was an obftacle to the timid
philofopher to ftand up refolutely - againft
it, it did not hinder.him from [placing it

_in a very ridiculous light; and if he had

courage enough to facrifice his repofe, and
expofe his life, for undeceiving his fellow-
citizens of a fyftem of errors that made
them miferable and wicked, be will be the
more efteemed for it, at leaft, in the eyes of
pofterity, who judge of the opinlens of paft
umes ‘without partiality. Do we not now
confider the books, which Cicero has written
On the Nature of the Gods, and on Divina-
sion, as his beft works ; though they drew

: upon
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upon him from the Pagan priefts the injus
rious title of impious; and from thofe
moderate men, who pretended there thould
be fome refpeét paid to popular prejudice,
the epithets of a dangerous and turbulent
fpirit ; whence it foliows, that, in all times
whatfoever, virtue and truth only are de-
ferving of our refpeét. It was under Nero, -
that it was noble and brave to traduce Ju-
piter. This is what the firt heroes of
Chriftianity dared to do: which, indeed,
they would not have done, if they were
like thofe narrow geniufes, and pufillani+
mous_fouls, who detain truth in captivity,
when there is any danger of declaring it.
Such were the origin and progrefs. of
Divination, or Fortune-Telling. As to the
implicit faith the bulk of the people of all
nations, at this day, have in the art, no
one can be ignorant. In England, particu-
larly, credulity and fuperftition reign with
defpotic force on the minds of the vulgar.
But to what are they owing ?—To preju-
dices imbibed in their younger years, in
favour of hobgoblins, ghofts, fpettres,
demons, apparitions, witches, Fairies,
bug-bears, and other fuch goodly ftuff.
Were not fuch prejudices inculcated by
ftupid nurfes, and fucked in with their mo-
thers milk, the minds of mankind would
not be fitted to receive fuch monftrous
' . abfurdities
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abfurdities as they now hold ; nor would
the following fuperftitious  praétices and
opinions fo univerfally prevail as they do.
Such as the turning of pretty maids fmickets
on St. Agnes’s night, — the walking in the
garden at twelve at night on Midfummer-
Eve, and uttering a ftrange kind of invo-
cation, — the placing of bride-cake under
the pillows of unmarried girls, that they
may dream of their lovers, and intended
hufbands, — the afking of old, ignorant,
thievith gypfies, to tell fortunes, — the
twirling of coffee-cups, and reading defti='
nies in the coffee-grounds, —the opening of
a bible, and implicitly believing, that the
words that cafually ftrike their eyes, indi-
cate their future fate, —the confidence re-
.pofed in dreams of a particular nature, —
the belief that the hopping of a coal out of
the fire, driven by a fulphureous matter in-
clofed, —the peeling off the tallow of a
candlé, or. a particularly luminous fpark
appearing in the wick, denote particular
events,—the fhuffling of cards, and imagin-
ing that certain ones dealt to the fortune-
afking party, point out his or her fuccefs
in life,—the reading of fortunes in a bright
fea-coal fire, —the judgment paffed, and -
-confidence repofed, in meeting with an even
‘or odd number of crows, or magpyes, on
a journey, — the belief, that fpilling falt

: on
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on 3 table,—laying the knives and forks in
a particular manper, —nailing of 3 horfe-
fhoe on a ftable-deor, — ftumbling at a
threthold, or crying Gobp blefs you, at fneez-
ing, ha‘ve wonderful effeéts, — the affixing
of particular judgments on people, in con-
fequence of particular actions, — the faith
repofed in charms, in the cure of the tooth-
ache, agues, or other diforders, —the be-
lief that fome days are more lucky than
others, — the opinion that the fortunes of
men depend on the chirping of crickets,
the croaking of ravens, or the noife of
fpiders, refembling the ticking of a watch,
. and, therefore called a Death-Watch, —the

* credulity in thinking, that the burying of

a yofe for fome months, inclofed in a phial,-
or piece of paper; and then wearing it, the
~ perfon deftined, by Fate, to be her huf-
band, will take it from her breaft, — the
folly in imagining, that a girl’s fmock be-

ing hung on a.line, on fome particular -

nights, will be marked with the initial
letters of her deftined  hufband’s name, —
the firm belief, that by pronouncing fome
certain words, by way of prayer, on fome
mights, before going to bed, the man ap-
pointed by Fate to be the girl’s hufband,
will appear Ithere in proprid Perfoné, —the
imagining that the itching of the ear, or
cdbow, denotes fome particular events, -l;-»
P : tae
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the opinion that the Aurora Borealis, or
«porthern lights, foretel the fate of king-
doms, or public calamities, the con-
~ fidence repofed in vapours arifing from the
p earth,’ and rarefied by heat, fo as to form a
Juminous body, and called by_ the vulgar
" Will of the Wi/g, or Fack a Lanthorn, as be-
ing evil fpirits that delight to miflead the
- unwary traveller from his right road, and
guide him to precipices and bogs. All:
- thefe, and more ‘abfurd and fuperftifious
"~ pra&ices and opinions, the offsprings of
" ignorance, are. well ‘'known to prevail in -
moft parts of Englaid, and are firmly be-
lieved by the major part of the vulgar.
‘To combat popular prejudice, to thake
~ the pillars of an ill-grounded credulity, is
certainly meritorious; but'to lay the axe to
the root, and fap the very foundations of
fuperftition, with regard to Fortune-Tellers,
by developing and expofing their arts, i
much more fo; for in proportion as igno-
rance and credulity decreafe, religion and-
true piety gain ground. . ;
Low, groveling minds, infatuated by
carly imbibed prejudices, contented with
their portion of knowledge, look on every”
attempt to enlarge the mind, by free and
candid enquiry, as an infringement of the
laws, or gs an arttack on religion ; whereas,
neitherthe laws, or religion can be thoxoug?-
wn . ~ . . v

)
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ly underftood, unlafs they are thoroughly ;
canvafled. —If the laws of a country, or the -

particular mode of religion eftablithed in a
country, are excellent; by being infpected
into, and examined with freedom, they will
appear, like filver feven times purified in
the fire, more bright and miore excellent by
fuch infpetion and trial. - On the contrary,
cither laws, -or a religion, that will not bear |

“the fevereft fcrutiny, the firiteft teft, are

unworthy the veneration of mankind, and
fit only for the reception of a Samoiede, or -
Hottentot. e :

It is the glory of the Chriftian religion,
that it not only allows, but commands, ar
enquiry into it’s dotrines and precepts. In
confequence of fuch commands, the learn-
ed and the pious of all ages, fince the efta-
blitlhment of chriftianity, have freely can-
vaffed and fcrutinized its nature, end, and
tendency ; and have had abundant reafon,
by fuch refearches, to blefs and praife the
Supreme Difpofer of all things, for fo glo-
rious, fo excellent, fo divine a fyftem. A
fyftem, all the antient philofophers united
‘could not form ! the joint writings of the
moft eminent moralifts could not furnifh !

Bigotry and infidclity have made dread-
ful havock in the moral world, arrayed in
the garb of religion and virtue. Bigotry may
be deemed to be the offspring of ignora::g
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and pride; and infidelity, the parent of
‘error. It is more difitult to reclaim a
bigot, than a libertine. A fit of illnefs, or
8 ferious inquiry into the nature and fitnefs
of things, rhay convert the heart of the
“latter ; but a bigot is fo attached to his re-
ligious opinions, and fo eaten up with
‘pride, that his mental optics are incapable
of viewing any objects but through the
falfe medium of prejudice.

The credulous, foft, eafy fool, who takes

¢very thing on truft, and believes as his
father and mother believe, can claim no
merit, nor arrogate any praife from his re-
ligious opinions. A rational, well-ground-
ed perfuafion, the effe&t of fober enquiry,
only, deferves applaufe; and that applaufe
the intelligent have met, and now meet
_ with; for the wifer and more learned any

man is, the fincerer and the better Chriftian
he certiinly muft be.

The greateft fervice that can be done to
religion, is to enlarge the empire of reafon;
‘by the expulfion of prejudices of different

- kinds ; for the fpirit of true religion cannot
take place in a breaft filled with enthufiaftic
hotions, and credulous opinions. They
prevent fuch an enquiry as can improve the
mind, and mend the heart; and difpofe the -
foul to gloomy and fantaftic thoughts, hor-
rid images, and defpairing fentiments.

: - Cz2 - -
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‘Of all the filly and ridicalous notiore
embibéd by credulous youth, and rivetted
in ignorant age, the moft abfurd is that of
Fortune-Telling; or a firm perfuafion, that -
it is in the power of a mortil to fortel the
good or ill-luck of any particular perfon.

This bélief implies two of the moft
monftrous abfurdities thdt ever difgraced
the human mind. ‘

Firft, it takes for granted that man is
fiot a frée agent; and |

Secondly, it puts the Fortune-Teller on
d par with — whom ? Even the Deity.
Monftrous, blafphemous fupg)oﬁtion!

If a Fortune-Teller can foretel the fu-
ture everts of a man’s life, thofe events
muft be bound faft in fate, and the fortune-
-afking party is under a neceflity of action.
If, again, the events of my life, or my
particular condu, in particular circum-
ftances, are written in a book, as we may
fuppofe; I muft act in the manner that book
has previoufly mentioned, or it is falfe, and
fays, that I fhall a& in a different manner
than I do a&. Now, the rhoft fenfible
predeftinarian does admit, ‘that our attions
are all written down in the book I have
thentioned ; that is, —do not laugh, good
teader | —the Book of Fate. If fo, can I
call myfelf a free agent? No; nor amI
rewardable or punithable, for good or bad

altigns,,
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adtions, if I am not free. But as the free-
dom of the will, is as manifeft as my free-

" dom to write the Life of the Fortune-Teller,
or not to write it, or my reader to perufe

his life, or mot to perufe it, it is fighting
with the wind, or combating with words,
to endeavour to prove what needs no proof';
what is manifeft to every one, who reflects
calmly and difpaflionately, without being
carried away by the diGtates of prejudice, -
or the conceijts of ignorance. '

_If then, in the minuteft things of life, we
fee, nay, we feel that we are free agents,
our good or ill-fuccefs in life muft depend
on ourfelves, The ftars, a gypfey, or a
fpider, cannot know my natural difpofition
better than I do myfelf; nor, I believe,

‘quite fo well. - They cannot know my abi-

lities fo well as I do; and confequently,
cannot tell fo well as ], the profpeéts I
have of doing well or ill, ‘

Generally, a wife and prudent man has
better fuccefs in life, than an ignorant and

“imprudent one; and there is nothing won-

derful in it. Similar effeéts generally flow
from fimilar caufes; and, therefore, as in
all ages, from the beginning of the world

_to the prefeat time, learning, and genius,

and courage, and other fine accomplith-
ments, have been valued, and rewarded
with high bonours, it hath incited others.

C3 » to
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" to poffefs the fame accomplithments, thag
they might enjoy the fame rewards.

.Is there any thing wonderful, if ahand-
fome, amorous, fenfible fellow, fhould be
declared by fome Fortune-Teller to be wel]
with the women; that a brave and fkilfu}
general fhould be vitorious; or that a pru-
dent and virtuous girl thould be happy?

But if the do&rine of Fartune-Telling
be true, neither learning, nor genius, or
courage, fhould be fought after, or any
pains taken ta arrive at any accomplifhment;
fince if aur condu in life, and our happi-
nefs or mifery, in confequence of it, be
predetermined, in the manner before-men-
tioned, all our endeavours can be of nq
avail, ,

- If indeed, Fortune-Tellers ground their
opinions on the qualifications, apparent abi-
lities, and circumftances, the ruling paf-
- fions, and purfuits of their enquirers, as
the following work will evidently prove,
thére is no wonder they fhould fometimes
predict true events. But if the deluded
and infatuated vulgar imagine, that they
really are endowed with a power to foretel
future events, that will abfolutely come to
pafs, they ceafe to confider him or her as a
mortal, but look on the perfon as a deity
fince the Deity alone can fee future events,
and forcknow, from the diﬂ’er_cm_di&:oﬁtion}

' , an
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and capacities of his creatures, how they
willa& :
_ One would think, that the moft ignorant -
and credulous perfon, in the moft ignorant
and credulous age, could never be foolith
énough to' think, thar the happinefs or
. mifery of a being little lefs than'the angels,
. fhould depend on the twirling of a coffee-
- cup, or the phantafms of a dream, What
an opinion muft fuch wretches have of the
wifdom and goodnefs of .GOD, in fuffering
the noblelt of his creatures to be wretched,
becaufe a wild imagination pretends to fee
future events décyphered by the fortutious
concuffion of coffee-grounds! where, do
. they think, is the Providence of the great
ruler of the univerfe ? where his juftice, his
equity, or his mercy ? Cap they think he
difregards the affairs of this world, that he
fhould fuffer Chance to ufurp His place 2
yet this fuppofition muft bé granted, GOD
muft be unjuft, the fcriptures falfe, and all
things reverfed, if Fortune-Tellers can pre-
di@ future events. _ : :

' Some people may imagine, I have been
too ferieus in refuting this abfurd notion,
{o religioufly believed by the bulk of the
vulgar, and that ridicule would beé a better

- weapon to fcourge it with than argument.
" In truth, it is paying it too great honour;
but if we confider the univerfality of the
. : Cq - opinions
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opinions enterrained of Fortune-Tellers, it .
muft be confefied, the defign of -expofing
‘ their fallacy in the manner I have done, is
extremgly laudable ; and may be confidered
as a very proper introduction, or prepara-
tory difcourfe, tq this Hiffory of the Fortune
Teller, in the Old-Bailey. . .

'C H AP IL

. Our Hero’s birth, education, and turn of mind.
—Defcription of bis perfon. —He falls in
love with bis. mifire[s.—His change of dif-,
pofition_alarms bis parents, who thinkipg,
bim ill, pray for bis recovery, while our
bero vifits bis mifirefs.—In what fituation.
be finds ber, and’ what effeét it bas on
bim—Tbey facrifice 1o the Gyprian Queen,

and think thewfelves bappy.

' HE Fortune-Teller, orDo&or, ashe

is called: by his fervants,was born at a
large market-town in the north of England,
of poor -and honeft parents, who fceing
fomething of a genius in him, were refolv-
ed, fo far as lay in their power, to culti-
tivate jt, and bring it to perfetion. He
was, therefore, at a proper age, fent ta
{chool, where he learnt both, to read and
write, and caft accompts.

"He
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- He was a boy of vaft v1vac1ty, "and ¢én-
tcrpnﬁng difpofition. Before he had arriv-
ed athis tenth year, he had fignalifed him-
fclf abgve his fellows, by his dexterity in
'robbing orchards, and performing other un-
lucky tricks.

To enumerate the many inftances he
gave of his bent of mind, by the mifchie-
vous pranks he played, would be endlefs ;
fince fcarce a day paflfed, but he fmoaked
fome cobler in his ftall, blew out fome old
woman’s candle by means of gunpower
wrapped up at the end of a piece of paper,
threw fquibs into people’s houfes, or placed
crackers under girls petticoats.

He was looked on by all his fchoolfel-
Jows as an uncommon genius, and a lad of
mettle. They acknowledged him, there-
fore, for their chief in all their cnterpnzcs,
and honoured him with the title of captain:
A title, as he has often confeffed to mie, that
pleafed him exceedingly.

Before he was thirteen he fell in love
with his miftrefs, -a fine, buxom ‘girl of
about nineteen, wedded to an old gouty
dotard of fixty-three. - ’ .

In his perfon, he was ‘tall, and well
fhaped. Exercife had thrown crimfon on

. his cheeks, and given vigeur o his limbs.
‘His forehead was high, his hair of a black

. -and fhinjng huc, his eyesbrows full -and
o arched,
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archéd, his eyes black and fparkling, hig -

teeth white and even, his legs ftrong and
well-made ; and, in fhort, his perfon--alto-
gether fuch, as was peculiarly formed to
pleafe the fair, by promifing all their fondeft
imaginations could fuggeft, or their moft
fanguine withes hope for. ,

His miftrefs had frequently obferved him
eying her with the moft intenfe regard, and
plunged in the deepeft reverie; bur looked

on it as a mere boyith curiofity, or a fort of .

dumb folicitation for fomething he wanted
of her, but which he had not the courage
to demand. ]

Our hero's difpofition was now entirely
changed. He was no longer the active,
firring genius, who “infufed fpirit into his
fellows, and pointed out the road to noble

exploits. He was no longer the dauntlefs ~

hero, who climbled the higneft trees, vault-
¢d over the broadeft ditches, or robbed the
faireft orchards. He no longer frhoaked
coblers in their ftalls, fired out the candles
of old women, threw fquibs in people’s
‘houfes, or placed crackers under girls petti-
coats. * No, Cupid had foftented his heart,
tobbed him of his wonted fpirit, and

taught ten thoufand unknown defires ta -

fire his foul, and wanton in his breaft.
His metamorphofis excited furprife in

every one, but in none more than his fathér .

, and

" 3
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_#nd mother. THey .afked him if he was
not well. He faid, he did not know.—
They afked him if he had fallen down, and
‘hurt himfelf. . He aflured them, he had
pot.—They afked-him if he would take 2
dofe of phyfic. He told them, that he had
" rather not. — They advifed a dottor. . He
faid, he had no occafion for one.—They re-
< ¢ommended water-gruel and bed. He de-
" ¢elared, they would be of no fervice to him.
. =—Not knowing then what to prefcribe to
him, they told him, he fhould ftay at
" home, and not go to fchool ’till he was well ;
when with the greateft eagernefs, his eyes
flathing with fire, he cried out,—that -would
be the greateft punithment that could be
inflited on him. \

His parents were now amazed, and knew
pot what to think. Moft boys are fond of
an holiday ; and many of them will pretend
ficknefs to gain one ; but, for a young lad
to declare, that it would be a hardfhip to
be debarred from going to fchool, was an
pnprecedented thing. Well, therefore,
might ‘our hero’s pareats ‘wonder at his
fudden declaration, that ftaying at'home
would be the greateft punithment that could
be inflited on him! . ‘

Like good and affetionate parents, they

. left their fon, recommending a nap to
him; and, in the mean time, rc:tiringh to
S their

e
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their chamber, threw themfelves proftrate
on the floor, and, in the moft fervent man-
ner, befeeched the Gop of bealth,. to re-

move their child’s illnefs); the Gob of mercy,

to be merciful unto him; the Gob of grace,
to impart his good gifts unto him; and

the Gob of wifdom, to make him wife unto -

Jalvation.

While' they were thus breathing out -
their prayers, pouring out their fouls, be-

fore the throne of the Omnipotent, in fa-
vour, of their fon; he, unable any longer
to be abfent from his miftrefs, flew to her
with all the hafte that young defire 'could
furnifh ; and, entering the room where fhe
~was, found her alone, carelefsly lolling on:
a fettee, with her head reclining over one
end of it, her left Hand ‘fupporting  it, her

right negligently lying ‘on her right knee, -

and her left leg fupported by a little ftool.
In this pofition the lay faft afleep s exhibit-

ing a {pectacle, that would have warmed the -

coldeft breaft, and excited defires in an
anchoret’s heart. : ‘

"Hafte had excited our Bero’s breaft to

pant, and his breath to be fhort and quick;

but his miftrefs’s atticude encreafed his' dif-
order ; and gazing on her in perfe&t extacy,
he was fo overwhelmed with a torrent of

~ delight, that a thick mift overfpread his

eyes,

L4
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¢yes, and he was like to have fainted
away.

For fome time he employed himIf in
fhrveying fo charming an obje& ; Cupid, -
all the time, with a malicious pleafure
fhooting his fhafts at his breaft, which wet
their very feathers in his blood, and excited
a thoufand namelefs, and ’till*"then, unknown .
defires. At length he ventured nearer, and
was almoft tempted to fteal a kifs from her
fweet lips ; but fear of waking and offend-
ing her, fupprefled pleading paffion. The
fair-one feemed agitated by fome dream, .
and after fome time vented a figh of ten-
dernefs, - which made her look ftill more
lovely. —She then awoke.

‘How great was her furprife to fce ftand-
ing before her, in an attitude of pleafing
aftomfhment, with his hands folded toge-
ther, and his eyes intently fixed on her, our
hero! he was now difmayed and confound-
ed. His hands involuntarily feparated, and -
dropped down by his fides; his eyes. were
turned on the ground, and he could not
utter a fyllable.

The fair one faw hxs confufion, and
fmiled. With the fofteft accent in the
world, fhe aftked him, what brought him
there, and wherefore he was fo intently
gazing on her? Our hero was ftill mute,
nor dared to raife his eyes from the gro%»s.

&
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The fair then, kicking the ftool from -
- her, and fitting on the fettee, * Comé
Harry,” faid fhe, in a fofi and winning
~ accent, ““don’t be daurted, hor afraid of

,my refentment. Come, tell me .truly,”
contmucd fhe, in a ftill fofter, and moré
winning tone, and taking ofie of his hands
" with hers, and gently fqueezing it; < Comcg
¢ tell me truly what you came here for.”

Our hero then venitured to lift up his eyes,
and feeing nothing but good nature and
_ affability in her’s, told her, he had come
there by chance juft to fee how fhe did,
but viewing her in that fituation, found
himfelf very odd.-

¢« What do you mean,” faid the fmxhng,
ftill holding his hand, and foftly prefling it;
while her eyes fparkled with joy; ¢ Whas
"¢ do you miean by feeling fomething verg
¢ odd, Harry ?”

Poor Harry was now near as much con-
fufed as before. He hung down his head,
and bluthed, nor knew what to fay.

His miftrefs iterated the queftion, begged
him to explain himfelf, and faid fhe would
not be angry.

Harry then, after fome time, faxd,
“ Why, madam, 1 would tell ye what §
¢ meant, if I could; but I ean’t g it. But,
¢ to be fure, 1 did find my heart go pit-a-

pac, pit-a-pat; for all the world. And

“ {0
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» ¢ to be fure, you did look moft charming-
¢ ly, that is certain.”

- Harry was afraid he had faid toa muchs
He left off here, but was fo confufed, his
eyes were again direCted on the ground. -

The fair one, to encourage him, urged

- him to be mote explicit ; and letting go his
hand, and riling up to fhut the door, oa
her ‘returning, ‘the fat down on the fettee 3
and fmiling with ipeffable grace, fqueezing
his hand, and patiidg his cheek, defired

- him to tell her what he thought of hers
and what he meant; by faying, fhe looked

~ moft charmingly. _ "

" After fome hems! and ha’s! and en.
treaties to be excufed, Harry at laft told
her, he thought her the handfomeft woman
in the world ; and he was minded to have
ftolen a kifs from her fweet lips, but was
afraid of waking her. -

Her eyes now fwam- with joy, and the
feemed perfeétly happy. Flattery is a mofk
pleafing potion for woman’s vanity. They
fuick it' in with the greateft avidity. They
are never fatiated with the draughts; and
’though they may not abfolutely credit the
giver’s wonderful flories, yet they are tos
delicious for them to refufe hearing.

She told him, that had he awaked her by a
kifs, the would not have been angry, as his
intention in fo doing could not be ‘crixin;l,

' 5 & And*™”
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¢« And” added fhe, .with the moft engaging
fmile, and again taking his hand, moulding
it between her’s; ¢ Where the intention is
¢ not bad, the a&ion can’t be fo; and there
¢ is no harm done, if none be meant.”

Harry was fo rejoiced to hear her talk
thus, that he ventured to fqueeze her hand,
- which fhe retutned by more fqueezes, and
looking amoroufly on him. He now felt
defires, more ftrong than before, infufing
themfelves in his breaft, and thrilling every
fibre. He gazed on her, and found nothing
but languor.in her eyes, and fmiles on her
face. Encouraged by fo promifing a’ pro-
fpe, he ventured, while fhe was looking
amoroufly on him, and prefling his hand, to
join his lips to her’s; when letting go his
hand, and catching him round the middle;

fhe firained him to her panting bofom, and

lay proftrate on the fettee. '
Harry was a novice in thefe 'matters; but
not fo his miftrefs. While he ‘was' gluing

his lips to her’s, and thinking himfelf the -
happieft of mortals, fhe was employed in re- -

moving the impediments to greater blifs,
and But modefty here draws the veil,

and fuffers me not to relate the fequel.
Suffice. it, they both thought themfelves

fupremely happy.
| CHAP.
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CHAP IIL

Ouy berd’s parents are greatly furprized at bis
Jpeedy recovery. — His mifirefs grows more
and more in love with bim, nor is be back-
ward in teflifying a reciprocal paffion.—Tbey
are difcovered im the Very beigth of their
amorous dalliance by Mifs Fenny,—She in-
forms ber grand-fatber of it.— The confe-
quence théreof.

N Harry’s return home, with his eyes
flathing fire, and raptures fwelling’his
breaft, he met his father and ‘mother on the
ftair-cafe ; they having but juft finithed
their pious prayers for their dear fon’s re-
Have you never feen, reader, the’inimi-
table Mr. Garrick’s arttitude, on the ap-
pearance of his father’s ghoft? Have you
ever beheld the involuntary pofition in
which a hufband throws himfelf, on his
wife’s difcovering him kifling her chamber-
maid? Or, have you ever remarked the
extreme furprife a fweet young nymph dif-
covers, on the firft ‘declaration of love from
her paffionate admirer ?—If you have ob-
ferved either of thefe things, you may have
a proper conception of the attitude' and
furprife our hero’s parents exhib.ted, l?n :
D ( is
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his jocund looks, and entire change of de-
portment. ‘They ftared at him with all the
eyes they could, but could fcarce believe
thofe eyes. Joyful aftonithment for fome time
deprived them of the powers of fpeech;
but when their tongues were loofened from
conftraint, how tenderly did they exprefs
themfelves on the recovery of the fon they
loved !

After this period, time feemed to have
placed wings on his feet, and the feftive

. hours ftill adminiftered to our hero’s happi-
nefs. His miftrefs quite doated on him,
’though fo young; he was equally fond of
ker, and their ftolen intesviews were fre-
quent and delightful.

For fome .months the foft intercourfe
continued; but fate, who envies all the
little poftion of felicity we poor mortals
enjoy, contrived to rob them of their plea-
fures, and put a ftop to their endearments.
—1In fhort, a young girl, of about fixteen,
a grand-daughter of the old fchoolmatter,
happening to come into the fchool-room
one day for pens, when our lovers had.
forgot to fhut the door, difcovered, — oh
dire misfortune, ftrange fpeacle!— her
grand-mother-in-law lying proftrate on one
of the forms, and our hero on her. They
were in the very heighth of their blifs, ut-

tering




Tue Fouruye-TELLER. 3§

tering a confufed and ftrange kind of .noife,
refembling the hum of diftant bees,
- To fay Mifs Jenny was furprifed, is fay-
ing little. She was quite thu‘nderﬁruci,
and ftoad like a fate, furveying the
amorous pait with mute aftonifhment, But
it was pot long before fhe refalved what to
do, In the firlt tranfports of her indigna.
tion, fhe ran out of the room; and meeting
her grand-father, informed him of the {pece
tacle fhe had difcovered. ©
- The good man could fcarce believe the
report, he was fo wrapped up with the
_opinion of his wife’s virtue, and our hera’s
incapacity for fuch 3n attion. Jenny was
fo angry with him far his incredulity, and
diftrufting her veracity, that the defcribed
their pofition in a more particular manner
than fhe had before dane, and her tongue
began to delineate the wickednefs of {uch
an aftion in fuch warm terms, and fhe
painted her own abhorrence of it fo feel-
ingly, that the worked herfelf quite into a
rage againit the offending parties, and foon
- excited thefdme paffion in the old man.
He now hobbled into the room with all
the expedition his gout would permit;
but, alas! the lovers had finified their
bufinefs, and were preparing to quit the
Place. In the greateft rage imaginable, the

old cuckold upbraided his wife for her
D2 violation
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violation of the marriage-bed, and taking
up his crutch, would have finithed our
hero, had he not immediately taken to his
heels.

The wife now infifted on her innocence,
and obftinately 'denied  the crime fhe was
charged with. She averred, Harry came
there only for a bottle of ink, which fhe
had given him, and with tears in her eyes,
protefted the never knew any one but her
own hufband."

This would not for a long time go down
with the old man; but at length, by thé
repeated affeverations of his wife, of her
innocency.—her appeal to her former con-
duét, — her pointing out many inftances
of her care and tendernefs of him, — and
laftly, by Jenny’s faying, that the might
poffibly have been miftaken, he was at

length reconciled, but fwore that Harry .

fhould never come there again.

-

"CHAP. IV,
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CHAP 1V,

Qur bero cafually meets Mifs Fenny in a field,
whom be reproackes for ber indifcretion, —

. Defcription of ber perfon at that period. —
Inftance of Mifs Fenny's candour in owning

. ber error. — Our author takes a [weet re- -
wenge on ber for ber informing againft bim.

T was not above ten days, after this
. A tranfation, that our hero cafually met
the fair author of his mifery, Mifs Jenny.

. She was, perhaps, as fine a girl as the
whole parith could boaft of. The dotor,
even art this diftance of time, cannot {peak
of her without raptures, nor think of her
without pleafure. He has frequently owned
to me, that fhe had the beft-fhaped leg,
and the moft delicate complexion he had

ever feen. » T
But it is neceffary I thould defcribe this
beauty; for, to.confefs the truth, good
reader, in my journeys to the north of
England, I have myfelf, more than once
or twice, been happy in the pofleflion of
that melting, yielding piece of earth’s faireft
mould. ,
- At the time [ am now defcribing, her

age was barely fixteen, and bounteous na-
D3 ture
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~ ture had lavithed all her gifts with fuch\pro-
fufion, that each bold fpectator of fo much
~ beauty confefled, fhe was the peerlefs para-

gon of the lovely fex, and the lovelieft among

the moft lovely. She was of the middle

fize, and of the fineft complexion; and over
her whele form. were diffufed fuch irrefitti-
. ble graces, fuch a winning air, as forcibly
¢nchanted the heart before it could guard
againft their force. Her countenance was
-iweetly charming, and ferenely pleafing.
Her hair was of a light auburn colour,

which in graceful ringlets fell down the

beft-turned neck in the world. Her fore-
head was high; her eye-brows full and
arched, and her eyes — her eyes were blue
and languithing. Nature had vermilioned
her cheeks with her own moft delicate
rouge s the lillies and rofes, in fweec emu-
lation, contending for preference. Her nofe
was not like a rower, hike that of Solomon’s
miftrefs, that looketh towards Damafcus g
or that of my Lord Sapfcull’s, that looketh

towards Edinburgh and Glafgow; but it .

was the prettiet, and moft elegant, and
moft charming nofe in the univerfe, the
Dutchefs Dowager of Utopia only except-
ed. Her pouting lips vied with the coral
in colour, and down in foftnefs. Her teeth
were whité, and even. 'Her breafts, which
had jult before began to fwell, as in dif-

' dain
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dain of ‘limits, and declared the woman,
difplayed fuch charms, as would fire the
breaft of a hermit, and make cowléd fryars
forget their vows of celibacy.  Her fhape
was eafy, charming, elegant

« Fine by Degrees, and beautifully lefs.”

Her arms were lovely, well fhaped, and
denoted her legs were no lefs fo; her hands.
were white as the driven fnow, fmall, and
foft; and her fingers were long and taper,,
and altogether charming ; a {fmall beautiful
foot peeping from wunder -her cloaths,
though not pofiefled of thart conftellation of
charms her face pofleffed, yet forced its
idea to the fancy, and raifed there ten thou-
fand agreeable images. Such was the beau-
tiful Mifs Jenny; and is it a wonder, that
fuch a fair creature fhould inftantaneoufly
fubdue the heart of each fpeftator ? And
€an we be furprized, that fuch beauties
fhould make her loved as foon as fcen?
Our hero began to upbraid Mifs Jenny,
as foon as ever he fet eyes on her, with all
the fharpnefs imaginable ; but there was
fomething fo lovely, fo engaging, and fo
fweet in her countenance, which a blufh
had rendered ftill more irrefiftible, that the
afperity of his cenfures was in a great mea-
{ure foftened; and in the clofe of. his
Dy - f{peech,
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fpeech, he thewed the foftnefs of his heart,
and the force of her charms, by declaring,
that 'he muft forgive ber indifcretion, be-
caufe he found himfelf unable to bear re-
feniment againft fo much beauty.

Mifs Jcnny was a fine, young girl, and,
therefore, fufceptible of vanity, her fex’s
moft delicious food! I am glad, how-
« ever, Harry;” faid fhe, < You do not
. ¢ bear malice, but are fo prompt to for-
¢« give. lownladted wrong; but it was
y* done in the heat of paffion. And, in-
T deed, fuch a fight muft be allowed very

provokmo to a young girl.”

<« Abh, Jenny,” cried our hero, with an
arch fmxlc, and a fhake of the head,
and at the fame time looking her full in
the face; ¢ Ah, Jenny, fuch hghts are not
¢ uncommon in the world, take my word
¢ for it. And indeed, ’tis no wonder;
¢ for,” continued he, in a more paffionate
tone, intently gazing on her ff;ce, and
fqueezing her hand; * there is fuch plea-
¢ fure, fuch rapture, fuch joy, fuch extacy!
““ in mutual enjoymeat, as the poffeffion of
‘“a crown cannot give, or the greateft
< treafures equal. Oh! that I could but
¢ convince you of this truth, and then you

¢ would not blame me for my fenfibility of -

¢ foul, that cannot withftand the charms of
$a ﬁnc woman.” '

Jenny
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* Jenny made our hero fome anfwer, we
may be -fure; but the eating teeth of all-
devouring time have erazed it from our
hero’s memory. However, though he has -
forgot the particular fpeech, he has not
forgot her behaviour on the occafion. All

the time he was defcribing the pleafures of
- enjoyment; her face glowed with red, her

eyes were inflamed, and her breaft gently
heaved ; but ﬁné‘tly modeft, fhe ftrove to

) fupprefs her defires, and to fthew an indig-
-nation fhe did not feel.

Harry vindicated -his condu&, and again
expatiated on the pleafures refulting from
it; and at length, grown bold by much
difcourfe, and fired with the charming ob-
jet before him, he fnatched a kifs from
‘her lips, and prefled her-to his glowing
bofom. The kifs fet his foul on fire, and

- excited fierce defires. He again joined his

lips to her’s, and ravithed fome kiffes foft
as the fouthern wind, and {weeter than the
ne&ar or ambrofia of thundering Jove.

As drops of rain will wear out the hardeft
flint in time; fo the moft infenfible breaft
may be foftened with continued perfuation,
and amorous difcourfe. Our hero talked
fo long to her, urged his paffion with fuch
vehemence, that at length he difcerned the
{parks of  love and rifing defire kindling in
her face, and fparkling in her eyes. Scnzlx]ng

then



42 Tae History or

then the happy opportunity, he caught her
in his arms, and threw her on an haycock,
ravithing fome kiffes, fweet as the honey
of Hyblzan bees, from her fragrant lips.
She was now lefs coy, and lefs referved ;

and our hero more furious and enflamed.’

Improving the lucky minute, he pufhed
the amorous war; and, as in the fields of
Mars, the leaft figns of fear in an enemy
are improved to the utmoft advantage by
an able general ; fo in thofe of Venus, the
leaft figns of rifing defire are eagerly view-
cd by a youthful lover. Mifs Jenny want-
ed now to parly; but our hero would not
permit her, but anf{wered her only with the
fwect, yet formidable artillery of kiffes and
embraces. For fome time were they em-
ployed in the pleafing war; the fair one en-
deavouring to guard her virgin zone, and
our hero to take it by ftorm. At length,
refolution and love prevailed. Fierce de-
fire in our hero had lighted up as fierce a

‘flame in Mifs Jenny. Her breafts began

to heave; her eyes looked languithing; a -

figh, foft as a zephir, {fpoke her melting
" foul ; and over her lovely form was diffufed
fuch an enchanting lanquor, as made her
look lovely as Juno, when to inflame the
thunderer’s breaft, on lofty Gargarus fhe
wore the Paphian goddefs’s embroidered
girdle. Qur hero now viewed with tranf-

port
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port her ftate of foul. He clafped her to
his throbbing breaft; and, while every
nerve {welled with fierce defire, and unruly
- tranfports agitated his whole frame, he was
as happy as the pofieffion’ of untainted in«
nocence could make him. .
This was the delicious, the fweet revenge
our hero took on the amiable Mifs Jenny, .
who from that moment conceived the great-
. eftdove for him imaginable.
* His conne&ion with his fchool-miftrefs
he had no fort of inclination to renew, be-
ing wholly abforded and taken up with
the fuperior charms of Mifs Jenny; and
looking on himfelf as the happieft of
mortals, to be in the poffeflion of fo fair a
divinity.

CHAP V.
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CHAP V.

Our bero's parents think of putting bim ap-
prentice. — They are both f[eized with a
Sewvere fit of illnefs, which foon brings them
to their graves. — Their Epitaph. — Our
author writes an Elegy on their deaths, —
Gets it printed. —Copy thereof. — Remarks
on it.—He is obliged to fell bis furniture,
in order to fupport bimfelf.

THAT an unaccountable being,

what a ftrange riddle is man! elat-

ed with the fmalleft, or even, diftant pro-

fpects of blifs; dejected at the moft trivial

circumftances, or imaginary forebodings of
woe! .

QOur hero thought himfelf fortune’s
minion, and peculiary marked out by fate
to be the darling of the fair. His little
bofom fwelled with ideal joys, and plea-
fures in reverfion, which the womb of
time would ripen and bring forth for his
pofieflion.

He had now reached fourteen, and his
patents began to look out for fome bufinefs
to which to breed him. He had fhewn an
"invincible obftinacy to his father’s trade ;
and as his parents were well convinced,

that
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that where inclination is wanting, improve-
ment may be in vain expected, they deter-
mined not to perfuade, or force him to a
bufinefs, that free choice alone fhould point
out. '

But while they were thus anxious for

- their fon’s welfare, and planning {chemes

for his future happinefs, they were feized
with a fevere fit of illnefs, which though
at firft not looked on as extremely danger-.
ousy yet in about ten days. their lives were:
defpaired of, and in three more the father
died, and the mother furvived him but feven
hours .

Our hero was almoft mconfolablc at h1$ :
parents deaths, and had it not been for the
kind endeavours and tender offices of his
dear Mifs Jenny, to banifh his melancholy,
would have been intirely fo.. Four -days
after their deaths, attended by a numerous
train  of weeping friends, their remains
were depofited in one grave, underneath
a ftone, on which were written thefe
words: -

- ¢ Here lyeth the Bodyes of Henrye and
¢ Elyfabith Turner in Eckfpetation of the
¢« Refurrextion of the Guft. Hee was aged
““ 59, beinge borne in 1670 and fhe 54,
‘“ beinge borne 1675. They dyed both in

¢ won
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“wan Daye, and were byry’d in won
¢ Greave.

- ¢ Weepe not my Frends and Childe fo
¢ deere,

¢« We are not dcade but fleepeth here. . -
- “ We are bothe gon to endles Eternitye,

¢ And as we are you foon mn(’c be. -
¢ Requefcate in Pacey.”

But, not content with this plain inferip-
~ tion, intended to perpetuate his parents

memory, our hero refolved on trying his-

genius for poetry, and fitting down one day
for the laudable purpofe of writing an
elegy, in feven hours, three quarters, five
minutes, and twenty-two feconds, he aétu-
ally produced the followmg

4r Evrcy to the Memory of M. Hwnv

and Eviz. TurNER, who died the Firft
of April, 1729.

Cruel, cruel, crver, CRUEL Death,
O To take away my deareft Parents breath,
Could’ft thou not take away much worfer
folks,

And left them here to pray, and crack their

jokes ?
But true it is the beft go always firtt.
So fays the Provcrb and the Proverb is quite

Jutt,
If
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If wifdom, virtue, could grim Death difari,

And force his fharpeft dart out of his arm,

He furely would have thrown his dart afide,

And my dear parents not fo foon have died.

But Earth was much too mean for fuch true
worth

They both difplayed, to Heaven they there~ '
fore went forth..

In all their dealings and tranfations here,

They ftill were honourable, juft and clear.

No falfehood, or vile works they €’er did do,

But always goodnefs and its ways. purfuc.

Such were my parents, and I can’t forbear,

To drop upon their graves a pious tear.’

If I had talents equal to my hope,

. They fhould be both prais’d with the wit
of PorE.

But as my wit is mean, and vile my verle,

I can’t fo well their wondrous praife rehearfe.

Yet ftill, I’ll make my mourn in mournful

- meafure,

As I have left my joy and only treafure.

A duteous child will always his Parents love,

Next to the Almighty Deity that is above.

God grant that fuch good folks my Parents
were,

May fx'nfpm: others fo to live, and GOD to
ear.

The wicked always are of fearful hcart,

But GOD is ever on the good man’s part.

The*
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The Parifh all can witnefs my Parents worth,
Down to their deaths €’en from their feveral
births.
I hope, I'truft, nay, I always will endeavour,
To have my Parents example before me
- ever.
And when I die, that all the folks may fay,
He was a good man, to GOD I'll always

pray.

By this fpecimen of our hero’s talents
for poetry, even at the tender age of

fourteen, it appears he was both a Bard, a

Philofoper, and a Chriftian. What can be
more poetical, %or exhibit a more ftriking
proof of alliteration, than his faying, ¢ I'l
¢ make my mourn in mournful meafure ?”
More philofophical than to afk of Death,
whom he perfonifies, or makes a real being
of, than to afk, “ Why he did not take
¢ away much worfer folks?” Or more
orthodox, than, indeed, the whole Elegy;
efpecially, his ¢ hoping, and trufting, nay,
¢ his ever endeavouring fo to follow his
¢« Parents good and pious example, that all
¢ the folks may fay, at the time of his
¢¢ death, he was a good man ?”

. From fo promifing an effort of genius,
fuch rich blofloms from a tender fapling,
one inight be tempted to imagine, that the

full
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full ripe fruit, matured by time, and che-
rithed with the fun’s warm rays, muft be
excellent ; but I don’t find by the doftor’s
difcourfe, that he ever after fported in the
fields of Parnaflus, or debauched any of the -
mufes.—This I mention, as an irreparable
lofs ‘to the republic of letters. )

Our hero, after his father and mother’s-
death, found they had left no more meney
behind them, than would defray the funeral
expences. He was, therefore, obliged to
make away with the furniture by little and
lictle, to enable him to fubfift.

His conneftions with Mifs Jenny were
ftill continued. Indeed, he perfe&tly ador-
ed her. Pofleffion had not abated his love,
or palled his appetite. On her part, fhe
was no lefs fond of him. She called on him
almoft daily, and every time they met, they
{':\lci:frsiﬁccd to love, and rioted in excefs of

E' CHAPVL
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CHAP VL |

- Mifs Fenny and our kero [et out for Eondan, a5 .
. pedefirians. — They are quer-token by @
poft-chaife, and bargain with the driver to:
. ‘ride to London.—Qur. berq and Mifs Feany,
- baving. fpent all their wosey, they part—.
« He bires bimfelf to a Quack-doftor. — His:
. mafier fets out for the wef of Englond tp.
_exercife bis occupation.— His maoithods and
artifices in conduliing bis byfiafi -pointed
. Uit - o

BOUT three months  after  this.
period, our hero fold the remaining,
part of his furniture, confulted with Mifs
Jenny concerning his future conduét, and
fhe advifing him to go to London, to try.
his fortune, and offering to accompany
him, he jumped at the propofal, catched
her in his arms, and giving her a tender Kkifs,
fwore he would the next morning fet out,
if fhe would pack up her cloaths, and
make ready for the expedition. This the
promifed to do. :
Accordingly, at the agpointcd time, Mifs
Jenny met our hero, and with their bundles  »
in their hands, they fet out on foot for the
metropolis ; not in the leaft doubting, but
before
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hefore they had walked many miles, they
would be overtaken by fome returned
pott-chaife, or coach, in which they mighe
purfue their journey for a mere trifie. '

They were not miftaken. An empty
poft-chaife overtogk them ;. the driver of
which hailed them, afking, if they were
going to Londen? They informed him they
werc;. when telling them they might ride
in the chaife tothat place for a guinea,
after fome words pafling between them, a
bargain was ftruck for fifteen fhillings,
which our hero thought a very moderate
fum for riding fo many miles.

The next night they arrived at the end
of their journey, and were not a little
pleafed with the expedition they been
whirled there in, and the trivial expence it
had coft them. They would fain have feen
.the town that night, but it was impoffible:
however, ordering a fowl for fupper, and
drinking a bottle dr.two of wine, they re-
tired to bed, fully determined to arife early
the next morning, and view Weftminfter-
Abbey, St. Pau)’s, the Tower, the Wax-
Work in. Fleet-ftreet, and all the other
curiofities ;, -of which they had conceived
high ideas, from the ftories told of them
by folks in the country, after their return
from the metropolis. . :

‘E2. The
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The next day their expetations were in a

great meafure gratified, by the vifits they
made to the places before-mentioned ; and’

they refolved.to fee the other remarkable
curiofities in due order, as foon as poffible.
To be concife, after our amorous pair
had lived together two months, their money
was quite exhaufted, and they knew not
where or how to get more. Harry now
looked out for fome fervice, as footman ;
but Mifs Jenny being of 4 higher fpirit,

felling part of her cloaths, refolved on

braving her gtandfather’s difpleafure, rather
than entering into the fervile ftation of
chambermaid.

It was not long before our hero was
hired in the capacity of a fervant to a cele-
brated intinerant phyfician, vulgarly called a
Quack. He informed Mifs Jenny of what
he had done; but fhe feemed quite indif-
ferent, nor cared what became of him.
Her love was now cooled, and fhe only
thought of her own haplefs fituation, and
of pacifying her grandfather’s refentment.
Their parting, therefore; was not attended
‘with fo much grief, as their exceflive
quondam love for cach other might have
led one to believe.

The quack our hero hired himfelf to,

“kept likewife another footman, and a
merry-andrew, or pickle-herring, whofe bufi-

nefs
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nefs it was todivert the populace, by fwallow-
ing of ribbands, eating fire, cracking jokes,
playing on the fiddle, tumbling on his head,
exhibiting a variety of antic poftures, and
performing other tricks his party-colour-
ed fraternity are generally fuch adepts in;
while his mafler was preparing to drefs
himfelf in his black velvet full-trimmed
fuit, and enormous peruke, to enable
him to appear before the mob with a be-
coming dignity. o
The quack having fupplied himfelf with a
proper. cargo of medicines, and made them
up in packets, and having a vaft number
of puffing advertifements printed off, in
order to catch the ears, and empty the
pockets of the deluded populace, fet off
for the weft of England, where he intend-
ed exercifing his fun&ion, attended with
his retinue of two footmen, and his jack-
pudding. ' )
Being arrived at a large market-town he
thought would anfwer his purpofe, a car-
penter ‘was fent for to eret him 'a ftages
~ and advertifements were handed about the
town by his two footmen, and delivered at
the beat of drum, and found of trumper,
he engaged for that end. ’
The time approaching he was to have
his firft exhibition, pickle-herring mounted
the ftage, and began to fhew ten thoufand
E 3 comic’
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‘cornical tricks and fancies, which called
forth tears of joy in hundreds of eyes, and
made hundreds of ignorant blockhcads gape
and ftare as if the very devil had been in
them, and induced them to conclude he
was the greateft wit of the age. :
~: But when the doctor appeared, their ad-
miration was transferred to him. If they
thought his merry-andrew was the greateft
wit, they thought him the profoundeft
fcholar, and the moft celebrated phyfician
in the world; for he told them over and
over again that he was fo; and was fo
efteemed by the learned and judicious of
all nations in the habitable world. He told
them, he cured the emperor of Germany
of a violent fit of the gout; the arch-duke
of Auftria, of an incurable diabetes; the
emperor of Morocco, of a terrible cancer
in the groin; the emperor of China of a
fever, after he. had been given over by all’
his own phyfigians; the king of Spain, of
the rehumatifm ; and the emprefs queen,
of a fathionable difeafe fhe contracted by
her familiarity with a French dancing-mafter.
All thefe things were' religioufly believed
by the credulous, ignorant vulgar; and
happy did that perfon think himfelf, that
had, or could borrow nioney, to purchafe
onc of the doftor’s packets, that was a
: univerfal
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univérfal panacea, and calculated to chafe
#way all difeafés from the human frame, °
" The doéor ftaid here three wecks, exhi-
. biting every day to crouded audiences, and

fpeéiators, and lighténing the pockets of
@ll the inférior inhabitants. He then fhift-
¢d.his quarters, and went to another town,
-and theré playéd the fame profitable game.
© Our hero was exceffively well pleafed
with his place. He always dreaded work-
ing, and had a violent inclination to ramb-
ling.  And now he had enough of it. The
doctor, his mafter, feldom ftaid at any
town abéve three weeks or a2 month ; and
tn fix months had travelled over all the
weft of England. k&
He thén returned to London, determined
to buy a larger cargo of goods, and to take
a journey to the north to difpofe of them
in the fame manner, and by the fame means
he had difpofed of his former cargo in the
‘weft. This he accordingly executed, and
fucceeded no lefs happily, by means of 2
power of face which nothing could daunt,
his merry-andrew’s fantaftic tricks, and
comic foolleries, and little pieces of plate,
fuch. as fpoons, buckles, fets of knives
and forks, and fuch like things, which he
got rafiled for by the populace.

E4 As
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As every one may not know-the nature
" of thefe kind of raffles, we fhall briefly
inform them.~——Every one who is defirous
of trying his fortune, is to give the'doétor a
, ﬂiilling, and to throw dice, to pluck ftraws,
or tofs up for the prize. The winner is,
of courfe, entitled to the prize, and ever
lofer, to confole him for his, or her ill-
fortune, to receive one of the do&or’s.in-
valuable packets. At thefe raffles, my
friend the Fortune-Teller has aflured me,
it is no uncommon thing, for two or three
hundred people to pay fo many fhillings
for a chance to a prize of twelve fhillings
value ; and though the abfurdity of gam-
ing to fo great difadvange muft be obvious
to every one of the leaft difcernment ; yet,
~whether the country-people have no dif-
cernment, or that they are abfolutely in-

fatuated ; or poffeffed by a fpirit of gaming: -

they will ftill put into the raffle, as it is
called, though there are at leaft one thou-
fand chances to one, any particular raffler
toes not gain the envied prize.

CHAP. ViL
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CHAZP VI

The Dofior takes a journey to the North of
England.—Retarns to London.—Is fent
80 Newgate—Our bero engages bimfelf as
an Afior with the mafter of a travelling
company —T bey fet out for, and arrive at
Fevertham. — Account of their perform-
.ances.—T bey perform at [everal other places.
—Tbe Company is diffolved, and our Hero
gains a fafbionable difeafe.

HE do&or’s journey to the north
was conducted in the fame manner,
and attended with the fame fucccefs as his
journey to the weft. He was looked on
as a very extraordinary perfon, fuperior
to Galen, or Efculapius, or any other pre-

- tender to phyfic. His elaborate differta-

tions on the marvellous cures he bhad per-
formed, by means of his wonderful pills,

. and his florid harangues on his own abilities,

were {wallowed by the infatuated vulgar,
with the greateft eagernefs, who purchafed
fuch quantities of his packets in all places
through which he travelled, as gave the
Surgeons and Apothecaries of thofe places
an invincible ‘pleafure ; they well knowing,
that thofe who fwallowed the dottor’s

' powder
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powder of poft and contemptible trath,
would foon be obliged to have recourfe to
them for remedies, 'to -prevent its dire-
effe&ts.—Quack-doctors are the beft friends -
in the world to really fkilful apothecaries,
for experience amply proves, that after the
departure of thefe itinerants from any
‘country-téwn, the regular bred furgeéons
‘and -apothecaries have ten times more bufi-
‘hefs, in confequence of the havock and
deftruction made in people’s conftitutions by
‘the empiric’s packets, than they have at any
other time. o

With -this genius our author lived near
three years, wonderfully improving his fa- -
, culties, gaining a thorough knowledge of
the world, and that neceflary qualification
for a man’s making his fortune, a modeft
affurance. The doétor and he then parted,
the former being fent to Newgate, for
‘giving a dofe of poifon to a young lady,
whofe hufband had an annuity on her life of
.near five hundred a year.

Harry was not in the leaft daunted at
‘being out of fervice. In his journeys, he
had contrafled an intimacy with feveral
-geniufles, who lived by their wits; fuch
as ftrolling-players, quack-dottors, men-
dicant authors,. common proflitutes mé-
thodift parfons, knights of the poft, rambling
orators, fhewers of wild beafts, pupﬁpct-

ICW
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* dhew men, fleight-of-hand men, tumblers,

gamelters, fortune-tellers, pimps, cheats,
-and equilibrifts. . ... - .

Thefe kind of gentry generally herd
together, they maintain:a correfpondence
with each other, and inform one another
of the towns that give the greateft en-
couragement to public performers, and of
the tempers and difpofitions of the leading
men, and principal magiftrates. By this
reciprocal intercourfe, and' friendly com-
munication of fentimgents, thefe wvarious

ilferers of the public know how to obtain
fcavc from the mayors, or bailiffs, to exhibit
their performances, and pick pockets with
impunity. ‘ ,

" Harry had a great inhclination for the
ftage, and belonging to a club compofed of
the differerit kinds of wits I have above
mentioned, offered his fervice to a mafter
of a ftrolling company, and was accepted,
to perform all the {econd-rate charadters, in
comedy ; together with the merry-andrew
of his late mafter, who was engaged to
perform the firft-rate ones in tragedy.

The matter of the company having got
every thing in readinefs, by redeeming
from pawn fuch of his actors cloaths as were
abfolutely neceflary to cover their nakednefs,
fet out for Feverfham in Kent, where he in-

It
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It was not long before he hired a large
and commodious barn fit for his purpofe,
and engaging a carpenter to make fome
forms for the audience to fit on, and to put
the place in proper order, he gave out the
play of George Barnwell, and the farce of
the Devil to Pay, for their firft night’s enter-
tainnent.

The altors and aétrefles. were now all
bufy in rigging themfclves out, and pre-

paring for their bufinefs. Maria was darn- -

ing her ftockings, Millwood mending her
- fhift, and Lucy her cap ; and poor George
Barnwell, the quondam merry-andrew, was
‘ftudying his part, and fhaving himfelf at
the fame time; Thorowgood was mending
his breeches ; the uncle drawing up fome
holes in. his white ftockings he was to be
murderedin; and Blunt was foaling a pair of
pumps he was to wear, - ‘

The audience happened to be pretty
. numerous, and exprefled their approbation
of the aftors and altreffes abilities; par-

ticularly of the merry-andrew’s, who threw .

into the charalter of George Barnwell fuch
an infinite fund of humour, and arch
raillery, as quite won their hearts, and nrade
them look on him to be at the top of the

profeffion.
It is true, that Maria wore a black ftuff
gown, and George Barnwell an officer’s
_regimentals ;
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regimentals: but there was great propriety
in it. Maria is fuppofed to be horribly
chagrined at poor Barnwell’s fate ; nothing,
therefore, could better fhew this ftate of
mind, than a fuit of fables:, and as to
Barnwell, he being a buck and blood, as:

-the major part of our modern jemmy ap-

prentices are, it.may naturally be pre-
fumed, he would.be immenfely fond of-
wearing fcarlet ; which, he muft well know,
would render him ftill more agreeable in the
eyes of Millwood, with whom he was fo def-
perately in love. ‘

His fellow-apprentice was drefled alfo in
fcarler, he being perfonated by the ma-
nager; and Thorowgood was habited like
a merchant; that is to fay, with a fcratch
wig, a fhabby tinfelled coat, green waift-
coat, and a very handfome pair of buck-
fkin breeches. As to the other charatters,
they were dreffed much alike; only Blunt
worea handfome tye-wig, {ilk ftockings, and
a fword. '

But while I am paying due honour to
our comedians, let me not forget the
prompter. It is well known, that the
prompter of a travelling company is the
chief attor; and that his voice, ’though
not quite fo loud, is more clear and dif-
tin&t to the audience, than moft of the
comedians. - ‘ '

This

~



62 Tur History or
.This was exa@tly the cafe with our promp-

ter. He read over every line fo: diftin&,
and pronounced it with fuch an cmphaﬁs,

as fhewed he had good lungs, apd fpared -
npt for pains to keep the alors quite,

perfect im their parts. In moft ftrolling
companies, every ador and aétrefs off the
ftage, is prompter to thofe on.it; but the

manager, confcious of this gentleman’s

abilities and affiduity, vefted him with that

charalter, and employed him for that.
bufinefs alone ; for he never a,ppcarcd an.
the ftage as an aor, but .was retaingd.
merely as prompter ; only, ta amufe him-*
felf 'in the mornings and afterncons, he.

" would ftick up the bills, and clean the ac-.
tors thoes..

Qur hero foon conceived 2 vxolent paﬁioa'

for the manager’s wife, and tald her fo.,
She laughed at him, but he faid, he was in.
€arneft; and that if fhe did not honaur him,
with her embraces, he would a&ually leave.
the company. Unwilling to lofe fo ufeful a.
player, fhe let him do what he would, nor
repented of it afterwards.

From hence they went to Canterbury,
where they exhibited, but not with equal
fuccefs. After having ftaid here five
weeks, they went to Chatham, and hiring
a lar ‘?e and noble barn, and having ob-
tained leave of the magiftrates, they opcneﬁ.

wit

—~
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with the Beanx Stratagem, -Azcher being at-
- tempted by the mansgery and- Aumwall by
our hero..

T () fay the trugh the lattcr wes 3 mcr@»
novice in the :dramatic .art, Hor were there:
any hopes. of his becoming en-adept. . His;

voice was rather to thick and mumbling;
* his elacutian ungraceful, and atrended with
a monatone; his action, infipid and lifelefs,
and-his ' whole- demeanaur veid of eafe and
elegance. Kawever, hg was as geed a:
player as any in the-company,’ the manager
apnd merry- andrew excepted 3 and, being.
very perfeét in his -parts,- -was logked
Qs tp be 4 nfuful aﬂsor if not a very bril-
liant ope. |

He had, sot been in the profeffion three
months, -before - he had gained the geod
graces, 3nd begn, honpured with the em-
braces, of evary ope of the a@refles.  Bur,.
fickle and.incenftant, they were ynable to.
fix his wavering heart ; he paid his addreffes,
tp every hangdfome- girl-he faw; and not 3.
few of thofec handfome glrls were good-ng-:
tured as they:were fair, and more amerous
than chafte. |

. Oyr company left Chatham after a ﬁay
of fix weeks, ajl of the actors, except aur
hero, being obhgcd to pawn or fell their
clogths, and to make their efcape by the.
lighs. of the moon, to prevent bcmgﬁa;-

reite
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refted. As to the a&refles, indeed, they
were not reduced to fuch diftrefles. They
had charms, and the youths fell vi&ims
to their force. No mifers of their beau-
ties, they did not hoard them for the
. pofleflion of any one man ; but, extenfive-
ly kind, admitted all to their embraces,
that were able and willing to purchafe
them. - -

Our hero was the darling of all thefe
fair-ones. They affited him with money
when he had none; the fpoils of their
amorous culls! and they gave him a place
intheir beds, to prevent melancholy thoughts
.and uneafy reflections from in‘ruding them-
felves into his mind, and banifhing repofe.
Owing to thefe ladies, he flept on down,
when his fellows were ftretched on ftraw;
he eat and drank the choiceft dainties,
when they were dining and fupping with
Duke Humphrey; and he wore his own
cloaths, and added to his wardrobe, when
theirs were in pawn, and their perfons in’
danger. ' )

But this delicious fcene of life could not
laft for ever. One of the atrefles having
been intimate with a methodift parfon, he
had beftowed on her a fathionable difeafe ;
fhe beftowed it on our hero; he gave it
to all the other a&refles; and they be-

. - ftowed
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mwd it on half the town, to the great
joy and emolument of thc furgeons and
apothecaries.

CHAP VIIL

He gets cured by a frilful furgeon.—Offers bis
Jervice to Mr. Fleetwood, as an afior,

"ty whom be is refufed—He difobliges Mr:
Rich by affronting one of bis cats, by an ill-
natured fpeech, afier be bad burt ber by
treading on ber legs.—Mr. Rich’s opinion of
aélors and barlequins.

" T was not above ten or twelve days after
this affair, that our hero left his inamo-
rata’s and. bona roba’s at Chatham, and
came to London, in order to receive the
benefit that might accrue from the judg-
ment and experience of fome of the adver-
tifing doctors of that place.

He accordingly employed a famous ad-
vertifing fon of ZEfculapius, who pro-
- mifed, in the public papers, and undertook
to chafe away all the complaints and dif-
orders to which the human frame was,
liable. ,But ’though he faithfully and punc-
tually adbered to his advice, and took all
that he advifed hiin to; inftead of being
beteer, he grew worfe and worfe.

F However,
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However, as it is not worth while for 2
biographer to be detained in the courfe of
his hiftory, for fuch a trifle as a C—p, we
muft obferve, that afteér having been tam-
pered with by half the advertifing doctors
in town, he applied to one that did not
advertife ; namely, Mr. Horsfield, * in’
Stanhope-ftreet, Clare-Market, who made
a complete cure in four weeks, after he had
been tampered with, and received no aid,
from fcores of pretended fons of phyfic.

He was not long at a lofs what to do.
He had conceived a great affetion for the
ftage, and now determined on offering
his fervices to Mr. Fleetwood, the then
manager of Drury-Lane theatre, who,
ll:c doubied not, would be glad to employ

im. v ' :

Being introduced to him, he fignified
his defire of entering into his fervice, in-
forming him, he had played all the fecond
charaters_in comedy, in a travelling com-
pany, with great applaufe. '

* From what caufe foever it is owing we know not,
- but the author of this ufeful and entertaining work,
bas beep guilty of a very great anachronifin, in fayin
that our hero was cured of the venereal difeafe by Mr.
Horsfield ; Mr. Horsfield is a very fkilful pra&titioner,
and ingenious man, we confefs; but he did not live
* in Stanhope-ftreet at the period here alluded to, and
therefore, our author muft be miftaken in the name of
his hero’s furgeon.

F lcctwood
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Fleetwood defired our hero to favour
him with a fpeech or two, as a fpecimen of
his abilities, and from which he might be
enabled to judge of his voice, delivery,
manner, and a&ion; which he immediate-
+ly complied with, exerting all his fkill to
pleafe fo accurate a judge.

After his fpeeches were delivered, he
was told, he was by no means fit to per-’
form cnther fecond or third charaers, and,
therefore, he had no occafion for him. Our
hero was prodigioufly affeted with this
refufal ; for his money was all exhaufted,
and he knew not where to procure more.
~However, he determined on trying Mr.
Rich, the manager of Covent-Garden houfe,
in hopes he fhould be more fuccefsful with
him.

. As he was preparm% to quit Fleetwood’s
houfe, having taken leave of that gentle-
man, he was remanded back into the par-
lour, and prefented with three fhjllings, to
" confole him for his di‘appointment; which
came to him very opportunely, not havinga
folitary fix-pence in the world. \

It feems, it was a‘ufual cuftom with that
generous gentleman, who well knew the
extreme diftrefs of the poor devils that
offered their fervice to him, to give them
a crown, half-crown, or a fhylling, to
make amends for the additional expence
F 2 they
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they were put to on thofe occafions, by
having their wigs drefled, their fhoes black-
ed, and putting on clean fhirts.

Our hero was now in fomewhat better
fpirits, as he had money in his pocket, and
went to Mr. Rich’s houfe with an affured
air, and dauntlefs intrepidity. But that
gentleman was either not at home, or had
ordered himfelf to be denied.

In fhort, he called there about twenty-
feven times, and at laft had the happinefs of
being introduced to him.

Rich gave him a very gracious recep-
tion, heard him fpeak fome fpeeches, and
appeared well pleafed with him. Our hero
now thought his fortune made. But as
the moft trivial accidents will thwart the

greateft defigns, and the faireft weather

will inftantly be changed by ftorms; fo
were poor Harry’s hopes and profpeéts in-
ftantly dafhed to-pieces, and wafthed away
by a moft unlucky accident. In fhort, in
fcraping, and bowing, and crying out,
¢ Oh Lord, Sir! You' flatter me,”—by
way of anfwer to the manager’s encomiums,
he trod on one of his cats.

Reader! have you ever feen. But:
what fignifies making fimilies ? It interrupts
the courfe of a narration, and fufpends the
attention*from weighter matters.

Rich
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Rich ftared at our hero, and inwardly-
curfed him for his unluckinefs; but how
furprized and offended was he, to hear
him cry out, inftead of making an apology,
¢ Plague rot the cat! Why did n’t the pu
¢ on her fhoes?” . ‘

A man might as well have tweaked Rich
by the nofe, or kicked his a—, as hurt any
of his cats, What then muft his refent-
ment have been againft poor Pilgarlick ?

Snatching up the cat with the greateft
eagernefs, and kifling and fondling it with
the greatelt tendernefs, hefunk down on his
eafly chair, and darting a look of indignation
againft our hero, told him, that if he was
the beft aor in the world, nay, if he was
the beft harlequin in it, a charater ten
times more glorious! he fhould not belong
to his houfe ; for he would never employ
any perfon, that was not poffeffed of that
divine virtue, humanity, and fhewed not a
proper refpect for his cats.

It was in vain, the poor devil made apo-
logy on apology for his misfortune, and
his fpeech. In vain he promifed to thew
all imaginable tendernefs and refpect for
the cats for the future. He was difmiffed,
with this {peech aloud, ¢ Sir, you may
¢ withdraw; you will not do for me.”
Then afide, but loud enough to be heard
by our quick.cared hero; ¢ Inhooman

F3 ~  «puppy!
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“ puppy! to hurt the dear cratur! But
¢ I've learnt him to be more hoomane
“ for the future, I varrant him; a vicked
¢ feller!”

CHAP IX

Our autbor fees anm old acquaintance, who
makes bim a propofal of their commencing

- Quack Doélors, which be agrees to.-— The
method they took to furnifb themfelves with
medicines.—Set out for the country, and meet
with great fuccefs.—Return to London.—
Our bero fees bis old friend and mafter the
Quack at the playboufe.—A new expedztzou
concerted. -

UR hcro was terribly chagrined to

be thus refufed, when he thoughe
himfelf quite fure of employment; and for
a long time was at a lofs what to- do.
However, in a few days, an event hap-
pened, that determined his condué, and
turned our greatly to his advantage.

Going one day to the Fleet Prifon, to
fee a quondam fchool fellow, who had
afterwards commenced -author, and writer
of Critical Reviews, he had the pleafure to
hear, he would be difcharged the next
week, as his creditor had bwn induced,

from
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from the reprefentation of one of his friends,
to compaflionate his fituation, and forgive
* him the debt. o

This gentleman made a propofal to our
hero, to levy contributions on the public,
in the fame manner, and by the fame means,
his former mafter did; that is to fay, by

felling packets of medicines, and having -

fmall pieces of plate raffled for, by the
populace. He fet forth the advantages
this fcheme was pregnant with, in fuch a
plain and convincing manner to our hero,
that he, well convinced of thetruth of what
he faid, agreed to put it in execution ; but
fomewhat doubted about their abilities, he
faid; not their abilities as able furgeons
and doftors, for they were equal, if not
fuperior to any of the travelling empi-
rics, but with refpe& to the fund of cafth
neceffary to carry fuch a fcheme in ex-
ecution.

But this obje@ion was foon removed,
by the author’s declaring, he had a friend,
that was journeyman to an apothecary,
who ‘would make them up a parcel of harm-
lefs medicines; fuch as jalap, mixed in
conferve of rofes, or hyps, for purgatives ;
ipecacuanha, for an emetic; and pillecotia,
~ aloes, Glauber’s falts, and other cheap medi-
cines, being compounded with conferves
of any kind, for the cure of every diforder
‘ F 4 to
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to which the human frame was liable.
¢ Which,” continued the author, and
critical reviewer, ¢ are ten thoufand times
< more harmlefs, and more beneficial, than
“all the quack-dottors packets in the
¢ world ; for, if ours do.no good, they are
“foi innocent, that they will do no harm
¢ which is more than can be faid of the
“ packets of any of our travelling doctors,
¢ and, if I miftake not, of the prefcriptions
¢ of no fmall number of thofe who baaft
¢ themfelves regular phyficians.”

Our hero was foon convinced of the truth
of his friend’s remarks, and agreed to execute
the {cheme propofed, the moment he was
enlarged.

At the time appointed, the author being
releafed from confinement, they fet out for
the country, attended by a merry-andrew,
who was to divert the populace by his wit-
ticifms and comic tricks.

Had I any intention of {pinning out this
work to an immoderate length, I mighe
fet forth the various methods our adventu-
rer’s’ made ufe of to execute their {cheme,
and the adventures they met with in the
profecution of it. But fuch a recital would
be both tedious and infipid. Suffice i,
they played their parts with as much dex-

terity as any of their fratcrmty, and met
with great fuccefs.

After
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After an abfence of above five months,
they returned to London, with a refolution
of procuring more medicines, and to take
another road for the difpofal of them.

. They applied to the fame perfon who
had furnithed them with their former cargo,
on credit, whom they honeftly paid, and
took as many more as came to feven pounds ;
‘which they made no doubt of vending for a
hundred and fifty. :

Our hero went pretty often to the play,
and one night being there, his quondam
mafter the quack-dotor came in, and
fat down by him. He inftantly knew him,
and feeing him in a fhabby drefs, afked him
how long he had been difcharged from New-
gate ; at the fame time teftifying his great
joy at feeing him. .

The quack informed him, he had been
tried at the Old-Bailey, but acquitted; that
not having money or credit to carry on his
former bufinefs, he was in the greateft
diftrefs, and knew not what to do; that
he came to the playhoufe almoft every
night, to divert his melancholy, by means
of fome of his friends the comedians, who
were ever ready to prefent him with orders.
In conclufion, feeing our hero fo well dreff-
ed, for he-was in green and gold, and look
fo fat and well, he afked him for the loan of
a fhilling. - ,

Harrv
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~Harry was always open-hearted, free,
and generous. Putting his hand in his
pocket, and taking from thence a half-
guinea, he gave it to his diftreffed friend :
not out of oftentation, or mere parade of
generofity, but with that alacrity and plea-
fure, as enhances the value of a gift, and
renders it ftill more acceptable to the dif-
trefled receiver.

He then informed him, by way of eva-
ding the acknowledgment, he was pre-
paring to make him, of what had hap-
pened to him fince his leaving his fervice ;
of his engaging himfelf as an aftor in a
ftrolling company, and afterwards having
commenced itinerant phyfician ; -which cha.
racter, he faid, he wasagain to appear in, in
a few days.

The do&or was not in the leaft fur-
prized at the information he had received
from our hero. He well knew his capacity,
and his bold, pufthing fpirit, that nothing
could daunt; and was well convinced, by
experience, that no very fuperior abilities, -
or knowledge of the materia medicas were
requifite for the forming of a travelling
dottor:

He exprefled himfclf very well pleafed
at our hero’s good fortune, and offered to
accompany him as his merry-andrew, if

he was not provided; for, he obferved,
he




Tur ForTuNe-TeLLER. %5

. he had travelled in that capacity for many

years before he had affumed that of the
doftor, and was not above refuming it;
fo far from it, hefhould efteem himfelf fin-
gularly happy in being under our hero’s di-
teétion.

. It happened very lucky-for the docor,
that.our hero’s Jack-Pudding was at that
time indifpofed with a violent gonorrheea
he had contraéted by being too famikiar
with an Anabaptift parfon’s wife. Our hero,
therefore, was as glad to retain the do&or
in his fervice, as he was to be employed by
him, and told him to_call on him the next
morning at his lodgings, to take a break-
faft ; where he might fee his partner,
and fettle every thing neceffary for the
journey. -

Accordingly, the next day every thing
was agreed on between the trrumvirate, and
they were to fet out the next day for Slough,
where they intended to exhibit; and from
whence they refolved on proceeding to
Maidenhead, Twiford, Reading, Newbury,

Hungerford, Marlborough, Devizes, Melk-
tham, Trowbridge, Corfham, Chippenham,
and other places in the weft.

CHAP
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CHATP X

Our bero and bis partner meet with great fuccefs
in their charaflers, as quack-doflors. —
They engage in amours, and live very ex-

. travagantly.—They are oppofed by a rival.

‘—dre forced to decamp from Trowbridge,
and go to Bradford.— Are again followed by
their cvil gemius, who makes a triumpbal
“entry into Bradford.—OQur kero refolves to
quit the quack-dolior, and play the Fortune-
Teller. ‘

) HAT the Dofor told our hero,

concerning his abiljties as a pickle-
herring, was ftrictly true. He was fo very
facetious and droll, that bhe excited tears
of joy in the country bumpkins eyes, and
made the pretty girls rave and pifs for pure
extacy. * -

The two doctors thought themfelves
extremely happy in the acquifition of fuch
a genius, and picked up money apace.
They lived like noblemen, out of the
fruits of their labours, and the people’s
folly. 'The choicelt dainties that earth,

® One fees a Dancing-Mafler capering high,
And raves and pifles for pure Extacy. '
’ Dryden’s Juvenal.
air,
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air, or water could produce, were ranfack-
ed, to furnith out their tables, and regale
their appetites ; and over their Burgundy
and Champagne at night, they would divert
themfelves with laughmg at thecredulity and
ignorance of thofe blockheads by whom they
were fupported.

If the populace will be dcc«:wed why,
let them be deceived, fays mafter Horace.
He is in the right. If quack-doétors and
methodift parfons were obliged to furnith
them with underftanding, inftead of packets,
and texts of fcripture, retailed out, like
ribband, at fo much per yard; they would
. have enough to do. But happy it is,
fuch a commodity is neither required, or
wanted. The bulk of the vulgar, if
pofiefled of underftanding, would be in
pofleflion of a tirefome, heavy load, they
. would fain get rid of : and as it is attended
with no fmall trouble to procure fuch a
burthen, and no eafy matter to fet it down
again, they fave themfelves a great deal of
pains by never acquiring fuch a load atall. .
Happy in ignorance, the poor peafant plods
on in his dull beaten, cow-path, regard-
lefs of things future, and unknovsmcr of

things paft, farther than of fuch as have
bcg:n tranfacted under his own nofe. If
illpmined with the bright beamings of
gemus, and warmed with the divine rays

of
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of reafon, the peafant fhould behold things
with the eye of a philofopher; from that

moment his felicity . ceafes, his mifery
begins. Providence, in nothing more fin-

%u arly wife, than in the diftribution of its
av

ours to the various parts of the creation, .
has given different talents to different per-.

fons ; and every one’s talents are peculiarly

adapted to every one’s wants. The literate.

reader will eafily purfue the fubjed within
his own mind: the ignorant one thould by
no means fee it deeply entered into.

Our hero was as fond of the fair-fex as
ever. He purfued them with the greateft
eagernefs, and cared not what expence, or
trouble he was put to, to procure them.
Variety was his foible, and his delight.
Poflefled of the fineft woman in England,
he would be tired of her in a week ; but
a new face every day, ’though deformed
and old, had charms for his roving fancy,
and captivated his fickle turn of mind.

For fome time they went on fuccefsful
in their bufinefs, and their amours ; for our
hero’s partner and his pickle herring were
not lefs fond of the girls than he was; but
an event then happencd that diffolved their
conneétions, and obliged our hero to return
almoft pennylefs to London. ;

An empiric, drefled in velvet, and riding
in his own chariot, attended by three foot-

men,
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men, oppofed them at Trowbridge, in
Wilts. A coalition was defired, and fought
after by our triumvirate ; but their antago-
nift would by no means confent to it. He
determined to drive them from the field of
battle, or perifh in the attempt. Aut Ceafar,
aut Nullus, was his motto; and he exerted
all his endeavours, ftrained every nerve,
to accomplith his purpofe, and to reign
alone. ‘

It was not an eafy matter to put our hero,
or his partner, out of countenance. - Theéy
mounted their roftrum every day at twelve
o’clock ; and expatiated on their abilities
with all the eloquence thirft of money could
invent, and power of face execute; but,
alas! their rival excelled them both in elo-
quence and impudence. Befides, he intro-
duced into his {peeches numberlefs {craps of
Latin, and forty or fifty lines of Greek from
- Homer’s [liad, which he thundered out
with all the impetuofity of a Demofthences,
or a Cicero. Our partners could not recite
Greek or Latin verfes ; nor were they drefled
in fuch gay cloaths as he was ; nor were they
attended by fuch a number of footmen ; nor
did they ride in their own chariot. How
then could they think of oppofing fo for-
midable an antagonift ? — They were cer-
tainly infatuated, or they would not have
done it,

In
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In fhort, the doctor fairly drove them out
of the field, and they were obliged to quit
the place. Thcy went to Bradford, a large
market and cloathing-town two miles dlf’cant,
mtendmg to exhibit there; but by the
time they bad got their ftage erefted, and

. the merry-andrew was playing all his comic

tricks, and our hero and his partner, dreflfed
in full-trimmed fuits of black cloaths, with
perukes of an enormous . fize, appeared
on tbc ftage, and began to harangue the
gaping populace ;. but their evil genius
appeared in his chariot, attended with half
a dozen men, well mounted, heading the
cavalcade, and with ﬂamino cockadcs in
their hats, and crying out; C . Gentlemen,
¢ behold the wonder of the univerfe! the
< unparalleled Doétor! the heaven-born
¢ fage! the feventh fon of a feventh fon!
*“ who cures all difeafes paft, prefent, and
¢ to come! behold him here, gentlemen,
<¢ in his chariot !—He is going to the White.
Swan Inn, and will exhibit in the market
¢¢ place prefently !” g
All eyes were fixed on the chariot-do&or.
One would have thought they would have
ftared their very eyes out. Old age, open-
ing wide its mouth, pcered through a pair
of broken fpectacles, to take. a peep at the
wonder of the univerfe. The farmers and
clod-hoppers furvcyed the unparralleled
dottor
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do&or with mute aftonithment. The old:
* women gathered about his chariot, to.
take a viéw of the heaven-born fage; and
the boys and girls of the parith ran with’
all the fpeed curiofity could furnith, to.
behold the perfon of, and lifp out their-
furprize at, feeing a feventh fon of a feventh’
fon. Our hero, his partner, and his jack-.
pudding, were no more regarded than old
- apple-women ; but ftood, like ftatues,-
gaping and ftaring at their antagonift.in his
chariot, who was{miling, and bowing, and
cringing to the populace. _ s
. After the chariot had ftood ftill for about
five minutes, it moved flowly forwards ;.
the little boys and girls getting up behind
it, and the old men and women touching
it, to feel if it was not made of mafly gold,’
it Jooked fo very brilliant; and as it was
drawing along, the whele crowd involun-
tarily followed . it,. leaving our hero, his
pertner, . and . merry-andrew, with ‘. their
mouths wide open, and their eyes ftaring-out
of their heads, ’till the whole cavalcade was:
out of fight. o
Recovering themfelves from their fura
prize, they were preparing to. harangue
the air; bur looking about, and not fecing
a fingle foul near them, they caft fuch a
pitcous look alternately on each other, as
: v G denoted
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denoted the. extreme grief and furprize: that
at that inftant pofiefled their fouls. -
‘Thair grief was by no means ideak. - They
had. fuch ill fuccefs at Trowbridge, and

lived fo faft, that they had expended all their .

ready money, and could not have had their
ftage built at Bradford, had they pat pledgs:
ed the greateft part of .their cloaths and

packets with. the honeft carpenter, as afe- - -

curity. for the fum of money they wese~ta’

£

[N
,

give him; and fo the landiord uf‘br«thﬂr-’ s

\

reckoning. | » ;

Our hero, however, firft broke filence.~—-
To extreme furprife and grief, indignation
fucceeded; and in the ficft tranfports of his
rage, jumping off the ftage; ¢ Gue—rdrr—ere.
“ my —cried he, ¢ if 1 ever follow
- ¢¢ this curft bufinefs again, I am fo d~——od
¢ unfortunate.” :

The merry-andrew was fomething of a
philofopher, and could bear the thoufand
natural - fhocks that fleh is heie to, much
better than our hero, or his partner. Hear-
ing his mafter thus exprefs himfelf; ¢ Sis,*
faid he, with the greateft calmnefs: and com-
pofure imaginable, * don’tfwear: if you do,
¢ you will catch no fith.* :
- Qur hero was naturally paffionate, and
was now fo affronted with pickle-herring, -
that he was  minded to have broke his head
for his advice; but calming himfelf a little,

s ' yet

-*

e
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yet darting a look full of wrath on him, he
anfwered ; ¢ Curfe yourT , I don’t want
¥ to catchfifh” .

¢ I thought, ™ aancrEd the mcrfy-
andrew, with a_{mile on his face, ¢ that
¢¢ was the very intention of our undertaking
¢ thie bufinefs ; for i the gudgeons don’t

«¢ bite well, it’s to no purpofe for us to con- '

$¢.tinve angling.”

¢« Rot. your wit, and your ill-feafoned
"¢ jefts I” exclaimed our hero; * and may
¢ Cantwell (the name of the chariot doctor)
¢ be doomed to eat his own pills, and
¢ drink his own draughts, inftead of a
¢ fine fowl and burgundy, for thus plague-
“ ing us! But by ! I'll never play

¢ the Quack-Doétor again; but go to Lon-.

« dop, and turn Fortune-Teller.”

- Qurhero’s partner, and his pxckle-hemng
both fought to divert.him from his re-
folution ; but he was determined on it, and
declarcd he would fet out the next morn-
ing, after he had fettled every thing -with
hts landlord and carpentcr,

| The Eun_of the FirsT ParT. .

G4_>v THE
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ADVENTURES

< OF THE :

FORTUNE-TELLER, &c. |

P A R T IL

CHAP L

Our bero comes to London, and determines
. praétifing the art of a Fortune-Teller.—Some
. confiderations on the afls againff witches,
awischeraft, and Fortune-Tellers. — Our
bero fets up bufinefs, which flows on bim a
pace.—He removes from bis lodgings, and
“takes a boufe in the Old-Bailey. —T be me-
" thods be made ufe of in telling people their
fortunes, fully pointed out. .

CCORDINGLY, the next morning,

after having received a few thillings

from his landlord, as the overplus due to

"him an account ‘of his cloaths being abfo-

lutely fold, he fet out on foot for London

leaving his partner and the merry-andrew
to try their forfune alone elfewhere.

t He
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He could not forbear ruminating on the
- many adventures he had et with, and the

fcenes of life he had been éngaged in, many
of which, for brevity’s fake, we have paffed
over ; and refle®ing on the nature of that
particular bufinefs he had determined enter-
mg into.

On a full confideration of the whole art,
and examining into his own abilities for
properly carrrying it on, he could not but
imagine he was equal to the tatk. He
well knew the credulity and fuperftition of
the bulk of mankind were at fuch a pitch,
that they would jump for joy, and embrace
with pleafure, fuch methods as fhould pri-
vately be offered them for their fatisfa®ion.
He knew too, that when once an implicie
belief in divination, or fortune-telling, had
got footing in a perfon’s breaft, that reafon .
and judgment neceffary to draw inferences
from events, would of courfe ceafe, and
render a detettion of an impofture, if a
fible, yet not a probable event. He
new alfo, and very juftly confidered, that
while mankind feel themfelves pleafed at
the reprefentation of a puppet-thew, or a
juggler’s fleight of hand, they are not at all
anxious to difcover the wires of the flang
that moves them, or the artifices made:
ufe of. ,

G 3 He
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- He could not -avoid recolleCting many
Fortune-Telers, who had made their own
fortunes, by pretending  to predi€t thofe
of others. HHe knew they were people
of no greater capacity than he was; thag
they underftood not human nature, or life,
better than.he did ;. and, of courfe, con-
cluded, ' they were mot thore c3pable . of
earrying on fuchafarce than hewas.

As to the methods to be purfued in the
profecution of fuch a fcheme, reafon zlopg
pounedtbcn)oucu>hunq but, not conteng
with his ewn conjectures only, not fatisfied
with the diCtates of his own judgment,, be
refolved on confulting feveral ingenigns
. fellows, who gained a genteel livelihood by
privately exerciling the fame function,. and
- turning the ignorance and credulity of the
fuperflitious great and litcle vulgar, to thcu
own advantage.

Fhe art muft, indeed, be praéhfed PFiv
vately: he could aeither advertife his pro-
feffion and fkill in the ppblic papers, or by
the delivery of hand-bills; for the fame
ridiculous weaknefs that in the reign of
S—t-Breeches James, had influenced the
three eftates to pafs an act againft witches,
and the praftice of witchcraft, had allo in
ﬁ:veral other reigns, pafied an act agam{t
conjurers, and divination, '

—~

Indeed,
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“Indeed, the aft mentions that thofe per”
foris thae pretend to foretel fucture events,
or tell fortunes, by the infpection of the
hand, by coffee-grounds, by the calculation
of nativities, or by any other means, fhall
be fubje® to certain pains and penalties;
but common fenfe cannot fee any great
reafon for the paffing of fuch an a&; fince
it is notorious to every one of the leaft re-
fleétion, that had no fuch aét been pafied,
the belief in Fortune-Telling, that now fo
univerfally prevails, would nok be near fo
prevalent; nor would fuch a number fo
judiciary Aftrologers, or Fortune-Tellers,
exercife their bufinefs, of gaining a livelihood
from the fears and hopes of the credulous
vulgar. -

he paffing of .an act ggainft witches and
witchcraft, is not only a tacit, but an open
confeffion, that fuch beings, and fuch a
profeflion do a&ually exit. The pafiin
of an aft. againft Fortune-Tellers, an
fortune-telling, is alfo not only a tacit, but
4 frank acknowledgment, that, cither future
evenits may be predited by a mortal, or
that the people of Great-Britain are fuch
grofs fools as to need an aét of parliament to
tell them, that Fortune-Tellers are not—
‘what? Why, that they are not deities ;
for the fmalleft degree of refle@tion would

‘convince any one, that contingencies, or
‘ G 4 actions
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attions that depend entirely on the free-will
of man, -could not be foreknown by man;
and, ‘confequently, there was no need of
atts of parliament to proclaim to the whole
nation, that Fortune-Tellers fhould not ex-
ercife their art wich impunity.

However, aur hero very juftly confidered,

* ghdt as government had interefted itfelf in

forbidding fuch prattifes, thereby tempting
the curiofity of the public the more forcibly,
and, in fome mealfure, giving a fanttion to
popular credulity and fuperftition, (as it
cannot be fuppofed aéts of parliament would
be . pafled againft non-entities) that he
fhould never want for cuftom in fuch a
lace as London, provided he conducted
gis affairs in a proper manner; which he
was determined to do, by every method his. °
own, fertile genius, ar that of his friends,
could fuggeft. v ,

On his arrival in London, he fat himfelf
ferioufly to confider, in what manner he
fhould profecute his undertaking. He ad-
vifed with fome people who had aéted in the
country the charatter he intended affuming.
in town; and from hearing the methods
they took, in the carrying on their work, he
knew how ta manage his own.

But our adventurer, on looking into the
ftate of his finances, found he was not worth
five fhillings in the world, nor knew where

to
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to get them.: Hewas not, however, daun-
ted, but gave it about privately among the
young girls of the ftreet where. he lodged,
that he was a great Aftrologer that could
calculate nativities, and read the ftars ; and
he had not the leaft doubt, but female
curiofity would foon be raifed to fuch a
pit;:h,»‘ that, he would not want for bufi-
nefs. , :

He was not miftaken. He had foon more
than he could execute. , His lodging was
crowded from morning to night, with fine
young girls, and old women; boys, and
dotards, who thronged to him, to knew
their fortunes, and. the felicity or mifery
that awaited them. The young women
aud girls our hero fatisfied, by promifing
all their fondeft imaginations could with for;
and. the old women and dotards. he gave
fuch ambiguous and obfcure, anfwers to,
that if they were not abfolutely pleafed
with, they could not difpute the truth of
them. - - ,

At that time, not being{o much in vogue
as afterwards, he was contented with fmall
fums’ for his trouble in calculating their
" nativities, and from the afpet of the ftars
that reigned at their births, foretelling their
good or ill fuccefs in life. But, as lighe
gains make a heavy purfe, and induce the
greater numble of people to enquire 1;::to

their
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their foveral fates; in four months, -ex~
élofive of mainfaining himfelf genteelly,
he had faved up the fum of thirty-eight
s fifecen Bhllings and nine pence.
Our hero’s befom now fwelled with am-
bition, and he planned greater things. He
doubted not, but in a lictle time, inftead of
telling the fortunes of mean and peor peo-
ple, he fhould have the nobility and gentry
applying te him for his opening of the book
of fate to them, and reading their fever
deftinies. :
- ‘But, to do this, he confidered it neeef-
~ Pary to have a hovfe of his own ; or, at leaft;
" a-great part of one, confifting of feveral
rooms, for the reception of his vifitants, and
" for 'his conducting his affairs wich the greater
efficacy, and propriety.
It wasnotlong before he found eut one he
conceived to- be extremely fit for him. It
was fituated in the Old-Bailey, oppdfite to
the houle where Mr. Meeres, the -printet
of the London Evening Poft, now lives, and
‘comtained many rooms, which were fo con-
itrived, that he could hear in .that he inten-
‘ded for his-own occupying, all that paffed
in‘the adjacent anes. - :
“ ‘He foon agreed with the landlord, and
took it. The alterations he made were
" few, but neceflary. In the exhibition of a
‘common puppet-fiew, room is abfelutely
' ' requifite




Trug ForTuwgTzrLer, o0

fequifite to fix the fcenes, whereon to place
the flang; and then, as the mafters hand
pulls the wires, the puppets move. Bus
in the great trade of Fortune-telling, greaces
tompveniencies, and more rooms, are want-
ing; for “though a penetrating eye may
fee the wires at a puppet-fhew, and not.be
difpleafed with the preprietor ; yet if the
tricks and artifices played behind the curs
tain by a Fortune-teller were difcovered,
he wounld be ruined at once, and his trade
catirely loft. - o

To prevent fuch a difcovery, our hero
took all imaginable care, in dividing his
fooms in fuch a mammer, as rendered it
wnpoflible. He had dark, lttle clofets
behiad the rooms, for the reception of his
vifitants, only feparated by a thin deal
wainfcot, through which he could hear even-

" the fofteft whifper; and to which he ak

ways retired to hear their difcourfe, pres
vious to his telling their fortunes. Fle
entertained alfo two or three fharp fellows
to rup. about the town, and colleét him

manner of news interefting to people of his
bufinefs ; fuch as the elopement of wiwves,
daughters, or nieces ; the ftealing of heirs
efles, or- making of cuckolds; the lots of
plate, money, or goods; the courtthip
between young people, againft the inclic
nation of parents.; the charadters of families,
- : . and



t
92 Tuzx Histoxy or

and the wants of fervants; the names and
hiftory of - fuch people, and of : fervants in
particular, that had an implicit faith in
Fortune-telling, &c. &c. &c. '
Thefe ufeful collectors of news ferved
him alfo in another capacity. He procured
the drefles of farmers, porters, or’ livery-
fervants, which he made them put on,
and to appear like thofe people at his
levee room, and mix with the great number -
of other folks affembled there ; and by
mimicking the air, voice, and manner of
fuch farmers, “porters, or livery-fervants,
to tell them the reafons of their coming
there,—what particular things they wanted -
to know, — thejr hiftory in life, — place
of nativity, —manner of education, —the
names of their fweet-hearts, —their de.
bauching fuch a one,—wanting to know if
another, whom they liked, would marry
them, &c. This feemingly-candid beha-
viour, and full information, generally drew
an artlefs and complete hiftory of the lives
of the parties prefent, their ruling paffions,
wifhes, and purfuits. . :
.. Having obtained as full an account from
every perfon as they could defire, the pre-
tended livery-fervant, porter, or farmer,
is called into the Dottor’s room, who is
then ready to tell his fortune, as he is m-
formed by the fervant who calls him, it may
o cafily

'




Tur ForTuNe-TELLER. 4¢3
eafily be imagined, that when dur hero and his’
- fervant thus get together, what the fub-
je& of their difcourfe is, and how they
are employed ; namely, the latter in rela-
ting, and the former in hearing, the hiftory
of the next perfon that is to make his’
appearance. — : -

‘When, therefore, the unfufpicious, cre-
dulous fool is introduced, how furprized is’
he to hear the Dottor is as well acquaint-
ed with his hiftory, and the purpofe of
his coming there as himfelf. He gapes,
- and ftares, and ftares, and gapes, like a

ftuck pig, and can fcarce believe his eyes
. and ears. -

But, to carry on the farce ftill better,
our hero found it neceflary to put on a
huge furred black cap, a black cloth gown,
like that worn by the conjurer in the
farce of the Devil-to-pay, and to affume & -
flow, folemn voice, and ftern and melan-
choly afpect. )

" While, therefore, our adventurer, in a
tone that in “itfelf would ftrike awe inte
fuperftitious credulity, is relating the
fortune of the fortune-afking fodl, and
drawing his circles and figures, the whole
* fcene excites aftonithment; the Fortune-
Teller’s drefs,—his awful vifage, feamed by
the weight of years,—his folemn, inter-"
rupted tone, ~his ftrange grimaces, —his
- , . furprifing

[N
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furprifing true narration of things paft, and, -
predidion of things future;——all extort:

furprize, and confirm implicit belief.

Now, if any perfon in the anti-chamber,

when interrogated and queftioned concer-
ning his life’s hiftery, and the fubje& of
his prefent vifit, thould feem referved, or
abfalutely refufe to tell the circumftances
enquired into; an account is given to the.
Dof&or in the inner room by the inquirer ;
matters being fo contrived, that he fhould
" be called in firft, to have his fortune told;

) fo that the Do&or is prepared againdt the -

ul-natured perfon’s coming, who thus re-
" fufed to tell his fervant his hiftory. In this
cafe, which, indeed, our. hero has affured
" me, happens very feldom, he either de-
clines telling their fortunes, under various
pretences, or gives. them fuch. anfwers as

she antient oracles ufed to give to particular

people ; that is, in fuch a doubtful, double
fenfe, as may be conftrued almoft any way 3

snd, therefore, . whatever the event may .

prove, it cannot call in queftion the veracity
of the prediGtion, or the abilities of the
Fortune-Teller. 5 , :

CHAP
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CHAP L .

His bufinefs. encreafes, aud be is_ vifited by the
 nobility and gentry.—The different forts of
peoplé that -attend bim. fhewn, . and their
" different motives poinied out.—Caution. and
Jelf-intereft give us advice which we dif~
_ regard, being altuated only for the public
Kood.—Abufes and. mal-pradiices that have
crept into the Englifb gavernment. fbewny—.

- vefleions onthe ufe of Satirve. .

UR Fortune-Teller had not been ia

his houfe above a fortnight, before he
pemd fhop, .and had 2 multiplicity of
bufinefs. In.a thort time, bis fame began
o fpread fo much; that what he had pre+
ditted aof mfelf, came te pafs: the nobi«
lity and gentry, cuckolds and cuckold-maw
leers, .men and women, married and fingle,
old and young, all flocked about him to
bave their fortunes . told, and money came
in by wbnlefalc; his prices were raifed, his,
reputation ecftablifhed, and he was lookcdz
on as the wonder of the age: Fycho Brahe, |
being confidered as a mere fumbler to him,;
‘Erra Pater, an. afs, Agrippa, a driveller;
~and all our moderns, as Lilly, Gadbury,
Trottcr, Parker, Partridge, Williams, and
Moore
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Moore, a parcel of piteous, dogmatical
ignorants, who knew nothing of human life,
or the fprings that move the paffions.

It is incredible what valt numbers of
fuperftitious fools of all ages, fexes, and
nations, daily attended our adventurer, to
have their fortunes told. Young ladies,
‘beautiful as what we may conceive of angels,
on whofe cheeks and lips every grace feemed
to fit, and whofe faultlefs, lovely forms
excited warm defires in the coldeft hearts,
were yet feen crowding to the temple of
Folly, where her votaries were paying their
adorations, and facrificing to her fhrine.
Such lovely, amiable ideots, enchanted the
fight at firft view ; but, wanting good-fenfe
to fecure what beauty gained, the heart was
not in the leaft touched § and,, confequently,
the impreflions made on the imagination,
refembled only an infcription on the fand, -
which the next wave wathed away.

. Old men, whofe buthy wigs befpoke.
great credit for their wearers wifdom, at-.
tended - there alfo, and ‘placed an implicic
confidence in the Fortune-Teller’s {kill : but
as goats wear large beards, fo drivelling
dotards may wear large wigs, and be .ef-
teemed wife, ’till the opening mouth breaks
‘the charm, and fhews their appearances
give the lic to their minds. g

But
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< But amidft the vaft number of charatters
of all kinds, that were.feen at the Fortupe-
Teller’s; fome out of fun; fome out of
ferioufnefs ;  fome . for ridicule; fome for
want of having fomething elfe ta da; fome
to laugh, others to be laughed at; fome
to fee, and fome to be feen ; fome to fhew
their fine cloaths, and fome their fine per-
fons; fome to meet their gallants, and
. fome their wh——s; fome, in fhort, from.
one motive, and fome from another;—let
us, for the entertainment of our readers,
felet from fuch a.groupe of figures, fome
of the moft remarkable, and .relate the
tranfaltions that paffed between our ad-
venturer and them. Let us fhew ‘the cha-
~ ralters of fome certain perfonages of cither
fex, well known in polite life, in a ftriking
oint of view ; let us relate fome of their
mtrigues and amours; and let us drag
the faves of infamy and lewdnefs, from
their dark lurking places, into the fair face
- of day, and hang up their vices, in ter-
rorem, to affright, like fcarecrows, other
‘great villains from purfuing their fteps, left
they fthould meer a fimilar fate, :
But while we thus think of difplaying
the leading features of right honourable
{coundrels, and ignoble' noblemen, timid
caution fuggefts to us, it is not fate ; and
_fays, nobility is privileged to a@t glorious
R - H villainy ;
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villainy ; and that law-alembics may draw
fcandalum magnatum out of fimple relations
of matters: of fat ¢+ and fly felf-intereft
whifpers in our ears, and affures us, that
inftead of biting fatire, we fhould compofe
foul-foothing panegyric : ¢ Inftead of ex-
< pofing the vices of the infamous great,”
continues fhe, * exert all your efforts to
- < gild them over. Call profufion, cecono-
“ my ; luft, affetion ; venality, public
 fpirit; cowardice, courage; and often-
¢ tation, generofity. In thort, mickname

. every thing; prove every thing, any
“ 'thing; and any thing, nothing.—Do this,
¢ and you fhall thrive.”

- 'What! fhall we barter confcience for
gold ?—Shall we tamely fee a nation.plun-
dered!—a p——ce blinded!—his fubjeéts
murdered | — Commerce ruined by righs
honourable fmugglers ! — Vice ftalk at.
large | — Corruption and bribery openly -
pra&tifed, and the neceffity of it vindicated !
—The rights and liberties of Englithmen,
explained away by time-ferving fools, and
brow-beating att——-—svy g—els! — Qur
common father befet, and hemmed in by
flattering fycophants, and venal flaves!—
The laws wrefted, to fpeak the language
of corrupt J——s!—the antient nobility
degraded |—the offspring of traitors and
rebels in office ! — the majefty of the
) ' people
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people defpifed !—the enormous faith of
fnany made for one, vindicated !—our brave
foldiers and failors, who have carried terror
and conqueft in the four quarters of the
globe neglefted, and left to beg about
the ftreets |—our grey-beard veterans com-
manded by beardlefs boys, who never faw
a fquadron in the ficld, nor knew the di-
vifion of a battle better than a fpinfter !—
the liberty of the prefs on the verge of
annihilation ! — oppreflive taxes impofed,
contrary to the united fenfe of the people,
deftru&ive of Britith freedom, and cone
tiary to Magna Charta!-——tame and fpirit.
lefs meafures adopted in the room of bold
and vigorous ones |—overgtown, haughty
churchmen, tyrannifing over the diftrefs,
and fattening at the expence of the poor
and induftrious manufaCurer ! — worthy
divines, poffefled of the pure fpirit of pri-
mitive chriftianity, ftarving in curacies of
thirty pounds a year, while dignified drones
poflefs thoufands for doing nothing l—de-
puties in office receiving forty pounds a
year, for performing all the bufinefs, and
the principals receiving fome thoufands,
- for——>being at the trouble of recciving
the money !—the extenfion of excife laws,
and deprivation of the people’s right of trial
by juries!—eighty-feven thoufand pounds
paid to a commander in chief for not ex-
: H 2 ~ pofir-
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pofifg his perfor, and two pounds thips
teen, to eich brave fellow, that defpifed
death, and dared difficulties, by marching
&¢n to the cahnon’s mouth !—a penfion
granted to a foreign inifter, for negoi
tiating an ignomintous, unpermanent, dnd
infamous p—=—ce ! —penfions allowed to
indefetving people on a‘foreign eftablith=
fnent, to a far gréatér amount, than are
warrantable by the Taws of both realms e
illegal gerferal watrants executed iflegally,
and the houfe of a Britith fenator rapfxcked,
piflaged, and plundered by midaighe robe
E¢rs, and himfelf fent to the Tower I-—juties
séing cohfidred as tnere cyphers, and told
from ‘the ‘bench, thit they have no right to
i\:d‘ge of the 1aw, but ‘ti‘e fa&t only, and
that they muft fird a verdit as they are
diredrédt=—brave and fkilful generdls 'dif-
™mifled from his Majefty’s fervice, for no
‘titnes  dledged 1 == parliaments ‘ packed,
PHeing chofen by the mediation and di-
redtion of a pie—= ‘m~=—r, and the eath
difrurfed for the buying of votes, ' iffued
‘out ‘Of ‘the Ex—==r1 profitable and Ho-
nourable governments conferred on Scots,
in preference to worthy and brave Englith-
men ! —clerks at the Navy, Admiralty,
‘Pay, and -other public ‘offices, like fo many
‘hungry feeches, fucking the blood of our
foldrers ‘and fatlors | —Bithops, -who ‘have
: - made
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made all the intereft in theisc power, and by
all manner of means,. ta become  fueliy
yet when afked, whether they are willing
to be created bithops, anfwer, Nokwws
epifcopari; i. e. We are unwilling sa be
made bithops |—taxes levied.an the nsceft
faries of life, affeGting chiefly the plebeians;
in an® unconftitutional and oppreffive man,
ner ! —the mifapplication and embezzle-
meat of public money, and the great vil-
lains who rob the public of it, not only
connived at, but encouraged in their wick-
ednefs | — places, that ought to be be-
ftowed freely on merit and fkill, fold to’the
beft purchafers, like cattde in Smithfield
market |-—juftices of the peace atting i-
legally, by exceeding their :pawer, .and
grinding the faces of the poor!—affociations
‘entered into by rich tyrants, to profecuge
o the utmoft rigour of the law, thofe: who
are nat poffeffed of eftates to a certain walue,
that prefume to fhoot, hunt, or take fuch
‘game as are wild by nature, and, as fuch,
“the property of the meaneft individual, s
much as the greateft nableman !—{hall we
fec all thefe things, and more, prattifed, and
-potpoint themout? No; .~ - . .,

¢ We'lldo’t, ar perith in the gen’rous caufé!
¢ Hear this, andtremble ye that *fcape the
-« Laws! I " Pors.

H 3 ‘ © We
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" "We fthall, however, premife, that in
thefe perilous times, when poifon and treafon
are drawn out of the moft innocent words,
and a libel is with our lawyers, a mere nofe
of wax: we fhall fubftitute fictitious, in-
ftead of real names; we fhall hold up cha-
racters to the public view, to be claimed by
whoever thinks proper.

But how is. it poflible to fupply apt

names, unlefs there be a fimilitude of cha-
racters ? If fo, how can a work be deemed a
libel ; unlefs it be one to fpeak truth, and
fcourge vice ? good fame is the geward of
virtue; bad, the puni(hmcnt of vice. Now,
rewards and punifhments are ghe poles on

.which all government, both divine and

human, turn. Would you rob virtue of

her arms, and eafe vice of her terrors?

Tell me not of the magiftrate’s office ; his
ends with a fingle att: a bad reputation is
a conftant punithment. The objeétion im-

lies, the chaftifement of the magiftrate is
ineffe@ual, and inferior to the conftant

‘reproach of the world. Wicked men are

afraid of thefe reproaches, and are nettled
with them. They are always ftung with the
charge of their old crimes, or prefent vices.
—What a contradiction is man! that he
cannot bear to hear himfelf charged with the
guile of thofe vices which he dares conftantly
to praftice, &
s
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As the punithment which the magiftrate
infli&s is foon over, and a conftant dread
of reproach attends, the guilty; to debar
rcEroaching men with their crimes, is to
take away the principal curb on vice, and
to robvirtue of one of the chief parts of her'
armour, with which fthe combats the mon-
. fter. If a goed name be an incitement to
virtue, a bad one is a reftraint on vice.
Not to publith a man’s wickednefs is to
expofe the innocent to his fmarcs. Bue,
according to fome, the bare relation of a
crime a man has been guilty of, is a libel 5
fome corrupt, mean fools having been found
in the law, to fcreen the guilty great from
the punifhment of reproach: but all has
been offered under the fpecious pretext of
protefting the innocent; whereas inno-
cence foon cures the bite of flander by her
~own balm, and has in herfelf he: own
confolation under reproach, Thus much
by way of prelude; we come now jo qur
ftories. ' :

I ) CHAP
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My Lord Lawlefs pays & vifit to our bero, in
- arder to bave his fortume told—The cha-.

wableriof that nobleman.—Qur bero is very
. mear affronting bim, but obliges bim bighbly
by agreeable mews—My Lord befiows a
o commiffon os bis coufin.—Kitty F—r vifits
. bém. — Her biftory and cbaratter.—Qur
- herd’s shara&er vindicated from a malicious
. afparfion thrown on it by a late writer.—
. &V hat Kitry and be did togetber in private.

(U T of the many people that came to
ourhero, to hear their fortunes told,
was the lord Lawlefs. His lordfhip, it is
well known, was exceffively fond of young
giels, whom he either purchafed with money,
of obd shatridans, or diftreffed mothers, or
nieces, {for forry am [ to fay fuch unna-
tural wretches really exift) or bartered away
Britannia’s military honours and preferments
for them ; he being in a high office in the
ftate. '
Our hero well knew the hiftory and cha-
raderof the perfon -that prefented himfelf
before him, *though he came drefled like a
mean perfon ; and being requefled to tell
him the particulars of his good or ill fortu

’

ne
in
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in life, he was tld it in the following:
manner. : ‘

¢ The afpeét of the plannet that reigned
¢ at your nativity, which I have juft cal-
¢ cuolated, pldinly indicated, you would
* have naturally a depraved and a vitiated
< tafte, in regard to the fair-fex, which

. “ philofophy only would be able to corret.

¢« But ’though Sogrates had virtue and re-
s¢ folution enough, not only to withftand
¢¢ the libidinous  and drunl{cn -difpofition
¢¢ that was ndtural to him, but to conquer
¢ and fubdue it, fo far, as to be exemplary
« for his virtue and temperance; yet, I
¢ find, by the lines I have hete drawnm,
¢t that you never ftrove to corre&. your
¢ npatural delires, and to curb' them by
¢ the rein of reafon; but that they have
$¢ ran away with you, like wild horfes,
¢¢:and’ hurried you into afts that are a
« difgrace to humanity, and which have
¢ juftly rendered you the deteftation of
% the virtuous and the wife of one fex, and
& tl‘e” ‘ i

. His lordfhip could not bear to ‘hear far-
ther, but interrupting him; ¢ do you
~¢ know,” cried he, what you are faying, and
“ who you are talking'to ?” -

Our hero then, again refuming his pen,
«and drawing with it fome circles, lines, and
figures, after fome paufe, aflumed an ai;
. [0}
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. of furprife; * Good Gob !" exclaimed he,

¢ what doTfeq! youare in difguife. You
« arc not the man you have pretended
“ to be. Youare no lefs than a vifcount,
¢ and no lefs a man than the commander

¢ inChe— % % * 3% ¥ % » »
® K % FF s s & o o

& & & & 2 % ® & & = » =
% % # < My lord, I humbly afk your
¢« lordfhip’s pardon. I am your lordfhip’s

#¢ moft obedient fervant. Your lordfhip

¢ has certainly an undoubted right of pleaf-
¢ ing your appetite ; nor is a nobleman taq
#¢ be tied down to - the ftrict rules of virtue
< made for the curbing of vice in private
¢¢ perfons.—If ' yaur lordthip has an inch-
¢ nation for a fine young girl, the fweeteft

s¢ creature the fun ¢’er fhone on, I believe -

¢ | have intercft enough to procure her
< for your lordthip. I faw her yefterday :
<« fhe looks amiable as a young cherubim,
< js but fmall of ftature, and is”——— '

¢ But, for heaven’s fake,” cries his lord- -

fhip, in an eager tone of voice, his breaft
quite in raptures, and his hollow, antient
eyes fparkling with joy; ¢ but for heayen’s
¢ fake, where is the dear young creature,
¢ and where can I fec her?” = . ;
¢« She was here yefterday,” anfwered the
Doftor; ¢ and I really was furprifed to
* fee fo much beauty and innocence unitsgk:i‘.
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¢ She is a perfe@t paragon ;—the faireft
& pattern o?e excelling nature! — I fhalt
s never forget fuch eyes ; fuch cheeks! fuch
¢ a delicate complexion ; fuchlips! fucha
$¢ neck ! fucha ! fuch 2”—r——me

« Oh! for heaven’s fake! don't keepr
¢ one in fufpence,” cried his lordthip eager-
ly: ¢ here, take my purfe, — command
% me,—T’ll doany thing for you,—your
« nephew, or coufin, fhall have a com-
¢t miflion,—but for Gap’s fake ! inform me
¢ where the dear, little creature is!”

¢ Some people may place their affe@ions
¢ on a tall, mafculine woman,” anfwered""
¢« the Doctor, that is eighteen or twenty
“. years of ages; but, I cannot help being -
¢ of your lordfhip’s opinion, that a fine,
¢ {weet, young creature of nine or ten, is
«¢ infinitely preferable. Now, Maria, for
< 'tl;_’at is the name of her I am fpeaking
[ (o) (P —

« But for Gop’s fake!” exclaimed his
lordthip eagerly, ¢ where can I fee the
~ % dear creature ¢ where does fhe live 2 who

*¢ has the difpofal of her ? what is her age ?
¢ what fort of” :

¢ My lord,” anfwered the Doctor, ¢ fhe

“ is not quite nine years of age, and
[13 is”_ !

¢ Oh! the very age to a hair, as I hope
¢ to be faved,” cried the old letcher; « I
¢ would
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« would not give a fingle farthing for a

< child above nine years old.. Formerly;

¢ indced, a great girl of thirteen, or faurs

' #¢ teen, would go down with me; butm

-~

¢ tafte is now more delicate: yes, tha
¢ Gop! my tafte is now more juft and
¢ delicate.” , :
The conclufion was, our hero undertook,
in confideration of having a commiflion
beftowed on a third coufin of his, the fcn of

-a petty barber in a Cornith borough; a brifk,
. young lad, almofk ten years of age, to bring

Maria, the Girl they had been talking of, to
his lordthip’s houfe by eleven o’clock the
next forenoon. v :

This agreement his lordfhip the mora
readily entered into, when he found, on
enquiry, the boy’s father, the barber, had
voted in the court-interet, for fir John
‘Worthlefs, in oppofition to Willam True-
man Efq; who talked a parcel of nonfenfe
about patriotifm, love of country, and other
obfolete ftuff. '

Another perfon that called on our hero,
to have the book of fate difclofed, and
read to her, was the celebrated Kicty F¥*¥r,
of kifling memory. She was then honoured
with the regards of a p—ce of the bl—d
r—1; whom fhe had enchanted more by
the brilliancy of her wit, than by her

_perfonal qualifications ; ’thongh fhe was far

from




Tue ForTun3-TELLER. tog

from indifferent in that refpect. This lady
was the daughter of a chaler near Charing-

-Crofs, who gave her a very liberal educa-
tion, and from the proficiency fhe made

. in its vatious btanches, formed the moft

pleafing hopes of her future fuccefs in’
life. ' '

She was, in her moft juvenile years, of an
amorous difpofition ; and while at the board-
ing-fchool, towhich the was fent, was look« |
ed on by hér governefs as a very forward
lafs ; giving encouragement, and liftening
with pleafure, to the foft fpeeches made her,
by the bold youths, who had opportunities
of feeing and converfing with her.

It was here the loft, what the fair-fex
call, their virtue. A young officer, about
feventeen 'years of age, having frequent
opportunities of fecing her alone; once,
i the critical moment, when. foft withes
were infufing themfelves into her heart, in
confequence of his foft difcourfe, prefied
her ruby lips, threw her on the carpet, and,

. in fpight of a faint kind of ftruggle fhe made,
rifled all her charms.

_As foon as mifs was taken from the board-
ing-fchool, being a lively, thowy girl, that
kept a good deal of company, fhe was
taken notice of, and addrefftd by numbers
of gay, gallant young fellows, fome in an
honourable, and fome in a difhonourable

‘ manner
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manner. Her father would fain have had
her married to a Cabinet-maker, a man of
great bufinefs, good fortune, and about
twenty-eight years of age : but mifs begged
to be excufed: atradefman by no means
fuited her tafte. She was much better
. pleafed to have half a hundred young offi-
- cers, beaus, and rakes dangling after%er.
Captain M was the next perfon that
was happy in the poffeflion of Kitty ; after
him, my Lord S———— was the happy man ;
after him, Colonel P——; after him, a
. young woollen-draper, who had juft fet up in
bufinefs; after him, the facetious Ned S—r
. the a&or; after him little D——k the.
author; after him, one Abraham M——-,
a wealthy jew; after him, the Reverend
Mr. S——; and after him, Counfellos

N ' :

We cannot tell with certainty, who fuc-
ceeded the Counfellor in the pofleflion of
Kitty ; but certain it is, before bis r——
h vifited her, fhe had been kiffed by ac.
leaft two hundred different people. After
his r h left- her, fhe .was taken
into keeping by one gentleman ; then by
another; then by a third; and in fhorr,
fhe has had as many — purfes put ifita
her hands, as there are pcople in Drury-

Lane play-houfe, . when our inimitable
! Garrick
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Garrick performs King Richard or Abel

Drugger.

'+ Such was the perfon that came to our
hero to learn her fortune. And here it is
neceffary for us to. perform a work, which
gives us a moft fingular pleafure, the ref-
cuing of our hero’s charaéter from the rude
hands of detraétion.

"In a work publithed about five years
fince, pretending to be the life and adven-
tures of Kitty, *though from our own know-
ledge, we pronounce it to-be a mere catch-
penny performance, andto contain the moft
abfolute falfchoods, without any fpice of
wit to render it palatable, and fcarce an
anecdote concerning her that is founded on
fa& ; a moft fcandalous refleion is thrown
on our hero, who, that author fays, be-
haved in a very indecent manner when
fhe vifited him, infifting on her opening
her breafts, and he then feeling them, in
order that he might tell her fortune, and
then committing the greateft indecency.
We take this occafion to affure our rea-
ders, that fuch relation is abfolutely falfe 3
. the real matter of fact being as follows.

When Kitty, putting five fhillings into
our hero’s hand, defired him to tell her
fortune, he looked on her very attentively,
and fomething about her engaging his at-
tention more than ordinary, he was inca-

pable
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pable of going through with his bufinefs,
in that regular and methodical manner he
had always accuftomed himfelf to; owing to
the palpitation of his hearr, which the fight of
fo fine a creature occafioned. :
- In vain he endeavoured to withdraw his
eyes from her, and to dire& them on his
book. In vain he fought to calm the agi.
tations of his breaft. He' gazed on her,
as Romeo does on Juliet, in the mafquerade
and balcony fcenes; and, at length, finding
it impoffible to quell the emotions of his
heatt, he that his book, rofe from his feat,
took Kitty by the hand,—not as a country
elown does his mop-fqueezer, but as an
expertlove-cafuift would do,~gently {queez»
ed it, looked languifhingly on her, and
{poke to her as follows in the fofteft tone of
voice. :

.$¢ Madam, I feel fomething within me,
¢ that entircly difables me from impofing
¢ on you, as I have done on others.—Your
§¢ eyes are more powerful than my art—I
s¢ fee, Ifeel their influence.~—While I gaze
“ on you with fuch extacy, foft defires
¢ {well my breaft, and thrill through every
¢¢ fibre.—Oh, let me then fteal one kifs
* from thofe lips; the balmy fweets will
¢ fill continue, like fragrant flowers that
- ¢¢ retain all theirs, *though they afford joy
¢ and rapture to each pillaging bee.—Oh

5 : ¢ heaven!
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% heaven! ne&tar and ambrofia! ever-
¢ lafting. extacy dwells here ! —Madam
¢ —Madam—1I beg you—I entreat you—
' & —be fo good—only, Madam—to walk
¢ in—in that room—I will take—take it
¢ —I fay, Madam—I will take it as a
% favour.” .. - i

Kitty walked inj our hero followe
her; fhut the door ; threw her on the bed ;
- and was as happy as enjoyment could make
him, |

This is the trué account of what paffed
between mifs Kitty and our héro.” I leave,
it then to the reader, to determine what fort.
of credit is due to the writer of Kitty’s
adventures, from this glairing {pecimen of his
falfehood I have pointed outy and do here-
by caution the reader not to look on our
hero as fuch a contemptible, unfocial being,
he is there reprefented to be, butfuch a one
as | have truly painted him.

I fhall now conclude my genuine ac-
count  of this lady; by obferving, that
fhe was fo well pleafed with our hero, fhe
prefented him with five guineas, and de-
clared fhe would vifit him often ; which I
bave been affured, fhe did very frequently ;
and, if I am not miftaken, even at this
period of time, when fhe is kept by my

lord Cee—==—, fhe cannot help regretting "
I .. the
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the many foft and agreeable hours fhe has
fpent with her dear Fortune-Teller.

CHAP IV

The Hiffory of Tom Rakewell, and Mifs
Biddy Vainlove. Very proper for the pe-
rufal of all young ladies and young .gentle-
men who are ford of reading romances and
novels.

OM Rakewell was a genteel young
' I fellow, and pofieffed of thofe kinds of
talents which take wonderfully with the
ladies. He danced well, fung tolerably,
could talk of the merits or faults of players,
in no contemptible ftyle ; *though it muft
be owned, his obfervations were rather
gleaned from modern pamphlets and news-
papers, than the refult of his own feclings or
judgment. ; -

Tom, over a difh of tea with the ladies,
(an herb he was a paflionate admirer of,
and as able a vindicator as his abilities would -
let him,) could harangue, not unfkilfully,
on a lady’s head-drefs ; could expatiate on
the merits of a top-knot ; could give a long
differtation on, and the hiftory of the origin
and progrefs of, hoop-petticoats; -and could
relate all the fcandalous topics of the day,

/ with
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. with as much malicious pleafure, as any old
prude, or young detrattrefs, ould take in
hearing them. -

‘With thefe " accomplr{hmcnts, it is no
wonder, ‘he fhould - be a favourite of the
fair-fex, and fpend more hours in their
company, than he did mjnutes, in reading
Jhiftory, or philofophy. But Tom was not
entirely unread: ‘he perufed moft of the
{mart, pretty romances and novels, that
-for-fome years Jaft-paft have ‘fo plentifully
‘iffued from the pre(Es) ; and could difcourfe-
on them for hours together, to thofe young
-ladies, whofe tafte led them to the fame courfe
of reading.

Even fribbles feel one time or other the
force ‘of love, or, at leaft, fome kind of
defire to enjoy the fair- fcx, fn a fuller and
more pleafing manner, than in pratting
thh them over tea-tables, and murder-

ing the reputations of their abfent acquaint-
ances.
~ This was Tom’s cafe precifely. He had
for fome time been intimately acquainted
with- Mifs Vainlove, a young lady extreme-
-ly. pretty, about nipeteen years of age, and
worth feven thoufand pounds. A fimila-
rity of difpofition endeared them to each
other, and Hymen foon joined their hands.

- For no lefs than nine months, ‘did the

young couple think themfelves cxtremcly '

‘12 happy

.
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happy. They kept a good deal of company,-
chiefly compofed of perfons, whofe ruling
paffions and tempers were like their own;
and they imagined the felicity they tafted
.would always continue. ‘

It is a trite obfervation, that a fimilarity

‘of difpofition will always enfure happinefs -

.in the conjugal ftate. If that fimiliarity of
. difpofition be in wifdom and virtue, we
readily fubfcribe to the truth of the remark ;
-but if it be in foibles or follies of any kind,
we by no means admit it. '

Mr. and Mrs. Rakewell began to be fick
of the fame fcene, which was every day
the fubje& .of their difcourfe and their
amufements. They wanted a diverfifica-
tion of their pleafures, and found .that a
continued repetition of them palled their
appetites.. '

Even their beloved romances and novels
ceafed to charm. Before ‘their marriage,

they pleafed them wonderfully. The love

intrigues—the adventures—the furprifing
efcapes from cruel fathers, or ‘intended
ravifhers—the pleafing dittion—the happy
cataftrophe —had fuch charms for them,

and fo perfettly agreed with their own -

fentiments of things, that they imagined

~ they could never be tired of them.- But
now they found the. difference.  Their
paffion for gach other .had been fatisfied ;
' and

-
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“and they began to find, that the grand
bufinefs, about which thefc romance and.
novel writers made fuch a fufs, was not ‘at-
“ tended with thofe fublime joys they had been
taught to believe.

. Befides, they found fuch a ﬁnkmg like-
- nefs in all thefe kind of produ@&ions, that
they could not read a few, withoyt, in
cffect, reading all. Love is the great and
fole paffion which gives birth to all the ad-
ventures of modern romance; and thefe ad-
ventures are fo much alike, that their refem-
~ blance tires and furfeits one.

It is in reading, asitis in wh-
The fame kind of work read over and over,
is like the fame perfon enjoyed over and
over. Variety is as neceffary in an author,
asitisin a woman. If the former has fuch
-a poverty of invention, that he is obliged
ftill to go on in the fame hackneyed track,
he will fhare the fame fate a woman will,
whofe underftanding is fo fhallow, as to
be unable to entertain her hufband, or
gallant, with variegated and rational dif-
courfes,

From being carelefs and indifferent to
each other, they foon came to defpife one
another ; and wondered, how it was pof-
- fible they fhould ever have been fo weak,
to have their hands joined in Hymcn s,

bands, ) X
I3 : To

g.
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oo g B T i : . »
' To contempt, hate féon fucceeded, and:

jarring difputes, Tom was™ ever fcolding
his- wife,' and wondering how any woman'

could be fo confoundedly filly; and fle, .
equally furprized, that any man could be- .

have'{d ridiculdus asher hufband:

» The Keart cannot be long together un- -

decupied ¢ it muft have fomé attachment,
and when it has heen disjoined from one
objedt; it eithier feeks, or foon meéts fome

other. : : C
" .So proved it with Mr. and Mrs. Rake-
well.  Defpifing ‘each other moft heartilyy
they feldom converfed, except in ftorm and
thurider. Tom' then left his houfe to go
to a Tavérn, ‘and' fend for fome girl; and
madam took a walk to the Park, to give
a vent to refle&tion, and diiperfe the clouds
of melancholy which hung upon her brow,

. and affti¢ted her heart.
- In oné of her walks up and down the
Malt, he' was accofted by Jack Hazard, a
profefled gametfter, but who was drefled like
any lord ; and  who' with an ealy familiarity
entering into difcourfe with' her, was not
-Jong before he could form a broad guefs of
her fituation in life, and fome hopes he
fhould be able to fucceed in his defigns upon
her. - " #

After they had met by appointment five
times, the gallant at each rime profefling
hts

L SN o
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his love for her, his efteem, and everlafting
conftancy, the fair-one’s heart was quite
fubdued. However, before fhe granted
him the laft favour, fhe refolved to confult
the Fortune-Teller, in. whom fhe had an
implicit confidence ; to know, whether her
ftars had predeftined her to be happy with
the man fhe loved, and whether he would:
. prove conftant.

To aur hero fhe accordingly came, and
defiring to know her fortune; he, who
well knew the before-mentioned particu-
lars, informed her, in a folemn tone, after
pretending to calculate her nativity, and
attually drawing fome lines and circles,—
that the had married a worthlefs fort of
being, a very fribble—that they had dif-
putes continually—that they could never
be happy with each other—that Mr. Ha-
zard (for that he told her was the name of
her gallant) was a man of great fortune,
and f{tri¢t honour—and that if fhe eloped
from her hufband, fhe would be happy
with her inamorato, who would treat -her
with all the tendernefs imaginable.

The fair-one, gave our hero a guinea
more than fhe had paid at her admiffion ta
him, promifed to follow his advice, and took
her leave. ‘ :

Our hero gave over Fortune-Telling for
that day; immediately throwing off his
, v 14 . black -

~
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black gown; and. furred cap, and dreffing’

- himfelf in his laced cloaths, bag-wig, and -
fword. Ordering then a chair, he direGted -

the, chairmen to carry him to Mr. Ha-
zard’s, :in Pall-mall, who, he well knew;
and informing him of the above particulars,
was _promifed. the fum of twenty guineas,
as foon. as. Mrs. Rakewell left her huf-
band ; for Hazard had no money, but
depended on her eloping with a round fum.
. In word, a fortnight afterwards, Hazard
came to our hero, paid him the twenty-
guineas agreed upon, very honourably, and
made him a prefent befides, of a diamond-
ring of the:fame value; and informed him,.
that Mrs, Rakewell, had, in confequence
of his perfualions, taken all her jewels,
cloaths, &c. to an immenfe value, and
feven hundred pounds in ready money.

I could .purfue the hiftory of this lady

much farther; but I am writing the life of

our hero, and not her’s. . I muft, however,
obferve, that in three days after Mr. Ha-
zard’s departure from our hero, he robbed
his miftrefs of all her jewels, money, and
cloaths ; that fhe, being too high-fpirited
to rcturp to her hufband, continued in her
Jodgings; and her beauty attracting the

notice of a young Weft-Indian, after fome |

treaty, he took her into keeping. He
dying, fhe was kept by a Jew Stock-broker

-

who, .
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who, imagining her unfaithful, difcarded
her, without giving her a fhilling. She
then éngaging the notice of a celebrated -
actor, he kept her; and foon giving her a

" fafhionable difeafe, then -quitted her. .She

went, in order to get cured fpeedily, toone
of our advertifing Quacks, who made "her
worfe than before. However, at length,
fhe got cured, and after going through
feveral common adventures, was taken
inmo the fervice'of an old bawd, and is no

a common ftreet-walker. ~ - - A
_ As to her hufband, Tom Rakewell, he

. purfued fuch an infamous, extravagant life,

after her elopement, that he fquandered
away all his fortune in five years, He
applied to all his friends, but they refufed
afliting him. Not knowing what to -do,
he bought a Bible and Teftament, and
getting fome fcraps of it by heart, refolved
on turning Methodift Parfon; which he
accordingly executed, and nowfollows the
fame honourable trade with great fuccefs 5
being looked on as one of the moft fkilful
men in-that fraternity, and beftowing the

beft crumbs of comfort to thofe chickens of
grace. -

CHAP. YV,



™2 Frr HisTtory or

CHAP. V

Refletions and obfervations. on the late marriage
- at.—The biftory of mifs Betfy. Forward.
- Rewomended to the perufal of every young

lady of fortune and family. in Great-Byi-
- tain, Ireland, ama every other kingdom in
- Europe. : ‘

\ T Otwithftanding the many clamours

. §. that have been from time to time
raifed, and objettions made, againft the
late marriage-act, I cannet but think it was
both 3 falutary and neceflary expedient, to

revent, in a great meafure, the many
mifchiefs that arife from a difproportionate
union: and I could wifh it extended to
Scotland, as well as to England; being
thoroughly convinced, it would be highly
productive of the public good, and domettic
felicity. :

Is it not a moft melanchely confideration,
for a father of a family, to refle¢t on the
dangers and artifices to which his fon or
daughter is expofed, at a time too when
appetite beats high, and reafonis too feeble
to fubdue it, by the temptations thrown
in their way, by handfome, artful, coquet-
tilh chambermaids and demi-reps, and

. B ﬂ}':
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- fly, * infidious -fortue-hunters -and foot-
men ?—Can z father enjoy perfe&t peace of
mind, when he thinks on the hazards his
children tun of being wrecked, lured by
the fyren voice of beauty, or cunning? as
well might he be eafy, in feeing them walk
on the narrow coves of a lofty bridge, un-
. derneath which is a dreadful gulph, wher
the leatt falfe ftep would precipitate them to
the bottom, there to be {wallowed up in the
cirling eddies. : ' e

After the utmoft care having been taken
to form the minds of youth by their affec:
tionate parents, whofe whole felicity, for the »
remainder of their lives, entirely depend on
their children’s good condutt; what pun.
gent mifery, what exquifite torture muft
they not endure, if all their hopes and
expeltations are at once deftroyed and
. blafted, by young mafter’s marriage with
the chambermaid, or young mifs’s with the
Footman!

There is no occafion to heighten the °
picture of fuch exquifite diftrefs.. Every
father and mother of children will feel
what language cannot forcibly enough ex:-
prefs. They plain}y fee by fuch an hetero-
geneous, fuch a difcordant union, all ordet
is diffolved, the links of fociety broken,
fubordination at an end, and anarchy and
confufion ufurping their place; and they

‘ ‘ ' feel

°
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feel all their fond withes, for the happinefs
and profperity of their children, lec gay:
bloffoms, blafted in the bud by envious’
blights, and find that by -their thildren’s
mifcondu@, their grey heirs muft go down
with forrow to the grave.

Every father of a family will readlly
concur with me; nay, it may be.laid down
as an uncontrovertible truth, fince daily
experience fully proves it, that few, very
few marriages, entered into without the
confent of parents or guardians, have been
happy. Nor is it at all furprifing; fince -
difinterefted age certainly can judge better
of things than interefted and unexperienced
youth.

Inftead, therefore, of the marriage-a&
being repealed, asfome, probably Fortune-
hunting writers, have withed, I fhould be
glad, an alteration was made in it, {o far as
its not extending to Scotland; and to
ena, that marriages performed there, and -
entered into by perfons under age, without
the confent of their parents, or guard-
ian3, might be declared void, and of no
effect.

There is the greater reafon for this altera-
tion, or rather, extenfion of the a&, as it .
is notorious, that the children of perfons of
rank and fortune, are not hindered from
difproportionate, or imprudent unions, more

: - than
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. than formerly ; fince nothing is more eafy

than for fuch to take a trip to Scotland, te
follow their inclinations ; and, perhaps, chc_

' very deed itfelf, the elopement from pa-

rents, or guardians, has a peculiar charm

. in it, and may be’ no fmall mducemcnt

to them to commit fuch an a&, asitis fo
entirely correfpondent with the deeds of their
favourite hcrocs and heroines in our ‘modern

. romances.

But there thould be as little reftraint as
poffible on the marriages of our common
Pcople Nay, they ought to be encou-
raged to the utmoft; and | the example of an
Auguﬁus Ceefar, and other wife monarchs,

. in the encouragement of matrimony among

the poor, would not be unbecoming a
George the Third. At prefent, the wmar-
riage-act affefts only the common people,
-and, I believe, has prévented fome thou-
fands of marriages among that ufeful order
of perfons, which has been of the utmoft
detriment to the common-wealth,

Thefe refleGtions have naturally arofe from ,
.the following little hiftory. '

Mifs Betfy Forward was a girl of pro-
mifing abilities, and an agseeable perfon.

- She was an only child, ‘and, therefore, her

parents darlm ;3 who took all imaginable
care to cuhwatc _her ratxonal faculncs,
and
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and beftow on her every graceful accom- -

plithment.

Her parents faw with pleafure the im-
provement fhe made in the various branches
of literature fhe was inftruQed in, and were
fo wrapped up in her, that -their lives
feemed bound in hers. They had been

“married fifteen years, without having a -

child; and Mifs Betfy being then born,
when the hufband was forty-fix, and the
wife thirty-nine, fo uncommon an event,
perhaps, made them fondér of her than
they otherwife would have been; and in-
duced them to humour her in a greater de-

ree than reafon would diftate, or a regard
10 parental duty juftify.

When the had attained her fifteenth year, -

being tall of her age, her father’s foot-
man, a fellow that had been engaged in all
maoner of debaucheries, was fo vain as to
dmagine, by his artifices and wiles, he
would be able to feduce her from the path

of virtue and duty. He fet himfelf about

it, and whenever Mifs Betfy was romping’
and playing with the fervants, would ad-
drefs her in a more tender manner than the
others dared to do, or even thought of.
.He would caft a Janguifhing eye og her,
.gaze on her intently, affett to figh, as if
longing for fomething he dared not afk
 for, fqueeze her by the hand, and, in fhort,

e give,

o 4

% e
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give her all the teftimonies he was able,
of .a violent paffion, which yet, her youth
could not thoroughly comprehend the mean-
ing of.

But it .was :not long after, before her
heart became fufceptible of foft Hefires.
Themas ventured to -reveal the paffion he
felt forher, butwas repulfed. Not daunted
with ‘what he well knew was -cuftemary,
he attacked her .again, and was (again -re-
je&ted. 'But once, (oh, that I.could fup-
prefs the fequel 1) -having the withed-far
opportunity -of -addrefling her alone, he
feized her hand, ravifhed :fome kiffes from
her lips, and while the charming fair-one
was half-confenting, half-refufing, and
finding unknown defires infufing themfelves
into her heart, he threw her on the ground,
and. poffefled all her charms.

After this they took all opportunities of
indulging themfielves in their ceiminal . in-
tercourfe ; and nat five months after, the
infidious, treacherous rafcal, prevailed on
her to quit her father’s, as fhe was then
with child, .to leave———thire, and come
up to London; where he took a mean
lodging for her.in a paltry alchoufe,. in
Newtoner’s-Lane, up three pair of ftairs ;
and they had not been there three weeks,
before. he aGtually beat and abufed her. .

It
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It was in vairi the unhappy creature
remonftrated, fighed, and lamented her
hard fate. The unnatural brute, now his
lawlefs defires were fatisfied, cared not a pin

... for her ; and his barbaxjity and cruelty in- -

" creafed. - : :
At length fhe was brought’ to-bed of a
fon ; but whether from want of proper care,
or from any other caufe, the poor babe lived
not above three days ; and three days after-
wards, the father went away from the
lodgings, without taking leave of Mifs
Betfy, or difcharging the various expences

he had contraéted, and took away with him,

not only'the unhappy fair-one’s cloaths and

money (for the had robbed her father of near

one hundred pounds) but feveral things be-
longing to the landlord.
~ Mifs Betfy faw her folly now in a proper
point of view; and determined, like the
prodigal, to return to her parents, and
fupplicate her pardon ; but while the wds
thus determining the matter, the was pre-
vented executing it, by her landlord, who
threw her in gaol, for debt, and threatened
to profecute her for felony.
There happened to be in the fame prifon,
a young gentleman for an affault on fome
watchmen, in a drunken frolick one even-
ing, and having given them fome money
to make the affair up, he happened to caft
: ' ‘ his

e ——
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His eyes on Mifs Betfy; and the regularity

of her features, and {ymmetry of her form,

engaging his attention, he enquired for what'
offence fhe had been committed there ; and

being informed; he fent for her landlord,

and paying him a fum of money, the affair

was comptomifed; and fhe was releafed from

confinement. L

. Few arguments were neceflary to prevail

on her to confent to live with him. Pride

fuggefted; it was mean to fue to her parents.
after fuch a falfe ftep, and fhame prevented

her from doing it; fo that falfe pride and

falfe thame, rather than prudence and reafon,

fuggefted an expedient, to keep her from

her -parent’s fight, and their dreaded dif-

pleafure. o ) , ’
. She had not lived long. with this gentle-

man, before fhe found, fhe had. no reafon

to be proud of her fituation: nor is it &
wonder. Men who are really valuable, are

‘not fo forward to engage. in fuch fcenes,

fuch manly and buckifh {cenes, as to break
lamps, frequent brothels, knock down
decrepid watchmen, and take women into.
kceping they know nothing of. But fuch a
one was the heroic Jack Dreadnought. He
was looked on as the moft complete buck
of the age, and, having an opulent fortune,
was epabled to-purfue all the fports his ruling
paffions led bim to.

R They
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" They now were ever on the qui vive, and

fcarce an hour paffed without a downright

quarrel happening between them. He up-
braided her with her having taken himi in,
by difplaying her charms in prifon, with a.

view of captivating him; and fhe dwelt on.

the grandeur of her famﬂy, and thc mxfcry
fhc experienced in living with him.

-~ At length, their quarrels arofe to fucha

height that they parted. Not knowing
what to do, fhe muftered up 4ll'the money

fhe could fcrape together, by the fale of
her fupernumerary- cloaths, and went into -
the country te fec her parents, and to implore

: thcxr Eardon

n the a;'med there, lhe found tbat-‘

grief for her mifcondué had brought them
Both to their graves ; the wife dying firlt,

and the hufband- furviving her. but fever -

months. She had the mortification too,
to find, that all their fortune was left toa
diftant relation, whom fhe fcarce knew any
thing of ; and who the would have difdained
to have apphcd to for fuccour, had not iron
poverty compelled her.

On an application to fuch pcrfon, who
was an old maid of about thirty-nine years
of age, fhe met with a very cold reception.
She was informed, that news had. arrived a
long time ago, fhe had turned common
proltltute and the bafcne‘fs of fueh an aé'td~

: an

. A ———
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and the infamy of fuch a charatter, was
fhewn with all the eloquence female detef-

" tation and oratory could furnith; and, in

conclufion, the old maid thanked her ftars,
and dwelt on her prudence, that amidft all

_the temptations to which fhe had been ex-

{ed, fhe had not been lewd and wanton,
ut had ftill adhered to the rules, and walked
in the paths, of virtue. . ,

From thence fhe came again to London,
with a trifle of a few guineas beftowed on
her; and foon became fo debauched, and
involved in all fcenes of iniquity, that fhe
might juftly be faid to be one of nature’s
public commoners, and virtue’s fcorn. '
. Butitis fit we fhould return to her firflt
feducer, and thew .what became of him
after he lefc her—The money, cloaths,
and jewels he had robbed Mifs Betfy of,
lafted not long ; Lightly come, lightly go,

‘is a true faying; and the proverbial ex-

}Jtcﬂion of what 1s got over the devil’s back
s fpent under his belly, is not lefs fo. It

‘ {:roved fo with Thomas., While his mom}y
o

afted, no one was happier, nay, not

happy, if happinefs confifts in riot, extrava-:
gance, and debauchery, :

But ‘his money being all fpent, he was
forced through neceflity, again to go to
: t%rtunc to meet
with one far better than his deferts; being
~ K2 . not
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not only treated in a humane, kind manner,
that every good fervant ought to' be, but
had abundance of cloaths and linnen con-
tinually beftowed on him by his generous
mafter, and plenty of money from his
vifitants. o '

To requite his good mafter for his
generofity and kindnefs, he privately robbed
him of pieces of plateand other things, &c.
and foughttofeduce his eldeft daughterFlora,

a fine young lady, about fixteen years of

age ; but fhe, having been educated in a
quite different manner from Mifs Betfy,
was not fo loft to principle, as to fallin love
with one of the knights of the rainbow.
The confequence of his attempts was, a
difcovery of them to the father, who very
juftly ftripped the rafcal of his livery, and
wurned him out of his houfe, and at the
fame time caufed an advertifement to be
inferted in the public papers, of his having
difcharged him for theft and other crimes,
which that judicious gentleman imagined
a duty he owed to the commmunity, to
prevent their being impofed upon by fuch a
tcoundrel. '

After this, not being able of getting
‘into fervice, and robbing privately, he took
the refolution of doing it publicly, by
commencing highwayman.  For about

' " feven
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feven months he reigned fuccefsfully, but
juftice then overtook him,, and he was lodg-
ed in Newgate.

Mifs Betfy, who affociated with all the

debauched and abandoned of both fexes,
and who pra&ifed all the wickednefs in-
cident to her profeffion, by picking the
pockets of her infatuated culls, and giving
them bad difeafes, heard of Thomas’s fate
in being committed to Newgate for a high-
way robbery..  Now ’though fhe had abun-
dant reafon to curfe the infamous rafcal,
and fole author of her mifery, firft by de-
bauching, and then robbing her; yet there”
was fomcthing in his being a highwayman
that charmed her, and drove away all her .
refentment againft him; for highwaymen,
knights of the poft, pick-pockets, “and
fuch like gentry, fhe had a moft paflionate
inclination for ever fince, fhe had commen-
ced common proftitute.
- -She paid him many  vifits during his
confinement, and in confequence of their
renewing their familiarity, gave him a cer-
tain difeafe, for which he not only upbraid-
ed, but well drubbed her. Bety, how-
ever, was like a fpaniel, that fawns on the
hand that beats her, and protefted her forrow
for her misfortune fo pathetically, that he
foon forgave her,

K3 - After
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After Thomas had been in Newgate fix

weeks, his trial was to.come on. The very

evening previous to that dreaded day, Betfy
procuring eighteen pence fram her uncle
at the three blue balls, by the pawning of
a fheet fhe robbed her landady of, came in
great hafte to our hero, the Fortune-Teller,
to know what would be her hufband’s fate
on the morrow. :
He had heard of the famous exploits
Thomas had committed on the high-way,
and of the full evidence there was againft
him. He took, however, his pen, drew
circles, and lines, calculated his nativity,
and ufed other. arts; then.in a myfterious
kind of jargon, told her, that her hufband
was born under a hanging planet; and,
therefore, all the intereft in the world, and
all the wealth and power of the moft wealthy
and powerful, could not fet afide the de-
crees of Heaven, or reverfe the laws of
fate: ¢ for,” continued he, in a flow, fo-
lemn, and interrupted voice, and affuming
a thoughtful afpe@t; ¢ whatever events
¢ a planet ordains, cannot be fruftrated by
«.the power of man. The ftars are the
< foretcllers of all our actions: they are
« the fupreme difpofers of all things, and

of thofe fupreme intelligences, and can
“ read in their afpet, the future good
' ' ¢, fortunes

h:ppy is that man who is the interpreter -
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« fortunes or misfortunes of mankind.
¢ However, do not be afflited at your
“ hufband’s approaching fate, which the
¢ knowledge of the occult fciences tells
*“ me will enfue; for the fame knowledge
. % which points out his fatal cataftrophe,
¢ affures me alfo of your felicity, which
¢ will be brought about by very ftrange
¢ means.” »

Mifs Betfy’s joy was fo great at the
thoughts of the profperity her ftars had
ordained her, that the melancholy fhe was
feized with, in hearing the dreadful end
that Thomas : would meet with, in fuf-
fering an ignominious death in the fight
of the gazing populace, was entirely ab-
forbed in the more agreeable fenfations the
entertained on her own account.

Taking leave of the Fortune-Teller with
a heart full of joy, fhe returned to Newgate,
to confole her gallant, by giving him a
falfe account of the fuccefs of her embafly,
and affuring him, that he would be cer-
tainly condemned, but be reprieved at the
gallows,

Why fhould we be too prolix ?—In fhort,”
feven days. after, Thomas was drawn in a
cart to Tyburn, addrefled by the ordinary,
and exhorted to. make a full confeflion of
his crimes, the rope put about his neck,
.the cart drawn away, and he was left fuf-

K 4 *pended
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pended in the air, and kicking at the devit
of a rate.

As to Mifs Betfy, ’though, her ftars,
according to the Fortune-Teller’s account,
had predeftined her to great felicity, yet
her difeafe ftill gaining ground, by being
tampered with by illiterate empyrics, fthe av
length funk under it, and was buried in St.
Giles’s church-yard. ’
- From hence, . learn, ye fair, to fubdue
the firt temptations of paffion, to curb
lawlefs appetite, and fupprefs guilty defires.

In a particular manner, avoid placing your

- affections on mean and unworthy objeéts,
or Betfy’s fate will be yours, and you fhall

be wretched when living, and your memaries
detelted when dead!

~
i

CHAP VL

Albalangeus’s brazen bead an abfolute cure for
jealoufy : or, the contented cuckold. Exem-
plified in the bifiory of old Gripewell, and
young Wifbfor's. ‘

N old miferly dotard, named Gripe-

, A well, in the eighty-third year of his
age, not having the fear of cuckoldom be-
fore ‘his eyes, but’ moved and inftigated
by the fpirit of letchery, took unto him to
o - wife,
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wife, a beauteous young girl, of eighteen
years of age, named Wifhfor’t.

" They had not been married above three
weeks before quarrels and difputations arofe.
The old dotard was jealous, and the young
wife wantony and thefe diffcrent paflions
were the fource of endlefs jars and ftrife
between them. The hufband thought his
wife was not fo fond of him, as in grati-
tude fhe ought to be, for he married her -
without a farthing portion ; and the wife
thought her hufband abfolutely incapable of
fulfilling a holy man’s command, of render-
ing to his wife due benevolence.

Now, though the old fool had the eyes of
an Argus, or a Lynceus, it being impofii-
ble for them to be ever Gzed on her, fhe
found out opportunities to be abfent from
him for harf an hour together very fre-
quently; and in half an hour a great
deal of bufinefs may be done by a fkilful
workman. o

In a word, the old mifer- teazed, and
perplexed her fo much, that fhe was fain to
g0 abroad as often as fhe poflibly could, to
cool the heat he had excited in her by his
Al treatment of her.

. To the furprife of the 