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To Hs GR ACE

PEREGRINE
Duke of Ancafler and Kefleven,

‘Hereditary Lord Great Chamberlain of
‘Excranbp, & U

May it pleafe your GrACE,

O accept of this attempt to illuftrate
T one of the nobleft antiquities now left
upon earth. Iam confident your Grace will
not diflike it, either becaufe it is a religious
antiquity, or becaufe it belongs to our own

country.
A Your




DEDICATION.

Your Grace beft thews your regard to reli-
gion, by a conftant attendance on its duties,
in the fervice of the church; and by a regu-
lar practice of its precepts, in their whole
extent. And as you are juftly {fenfible, the
foundation of religion refts on a careful obfer-
vance of the {abbath: you not only ftudy to
encourage it, by your own great example;
but likewife difcountenance, that too fafhi-
onable cuftom of travelling on fundays, and
other profanations thereof: which are the
fure root of national corruption, the fure
prefage of national ruin.

Nor are your Grace’s virtues more con{pi-
cuous, in your religious and moral charaéter,
than in the love of your country. This you
inherit with the blood that runs in your veins;
this you derive from an immemorial feriés of
noble anceftors, renowned in our annals, for
their fteady allegiance to the {overeign power;
for their vigor in fupport of the conftitution
both in church and ftate; that have often

hazarded
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hazarded and ruined their fortunes, and
poured out their blood, in its defence. I
might inftance particularly, the great part
they bore in the Reformation, the Reftora- -
tion and the Revolution. |

After the honour I have enjoyed of having
been long known to your Grace: I could en-
large upon the amiable qualities of your pri-
vate life, your domeftic and focial virtues,
your humane and beneficent difpofition to all
around you, friends or dependants, or thofe
of your own family. With truth I might fay,
that you never refufed to ferve any perfon
that applied to you, where it was in your
power : that you never knowingly did an un-
kind, an injurious thing to any perfon: that
no one ever withdrew grievid from your pre-
fence. 1 can fafely affirm, .and fear no con-
tradiction, that juftice, honour and honefty
are {ome of the real jewels, that adorn your
Grace’s coronet. And they, at this time of
day, receive a feafonable luftre, from your
high ftation, and illuftrious birth.

But



DEDICATION.

But the agreablenefs of the fubjed infenfis
bly drew me from my main purpofe, which
was to makethis publick acknowledgment, of
the great favours your Grace has confer'd
upon me: and to beg leave to profefs myfelf,

May it pleafe your GrACE,
Your GRACE'S moft humble,

And moft devoted fervant,

Fan. 1. 1739-40.

William Stukeley,




PREFACE

Jew years ago I fpent fome time every fummer in viewing, meafuring,
and confidering the works of the ancient Druids in our Ifland ; I mean
thofé remarkable circles of Stones which we find all over the kingdsm,
many of which I bave feen, but of many more I bave had accounts.

Their greatnefs and number aftonifl’d me, nor need I be afraid to fay, their beauty
and defign, as well as antiquity, drew my particulor attention.” T could not belp
carrying my inquiries about them as far as I was able. My fudies this way bave
producd a vaft quantity of drawings and writing, which confider'd as an intire
work, may thus be intitled,

Patriarchal CHRISTIANITY:

O R,
A Chronological HIS TOR Y
OF THE |

Origin and Progrefs of true Religion, and of Idolatry.

The parts of which the whole is composd are thefé :

I. Canon Mofaice Chronologie, or the year of Mofes fettled, by which ke
reckons time in the biftory of the old world; the time of the year fix’d when cre-
ation was begun. This is done in a new manner, and becomes an intire fiftem of
chronology from the creation to the Exodus, and is exemplified by many particular
Kalendars of the moft remarkable tranfactions; which are proofs of the truth of
the Canon.  There are inter[perfed a great many aftronomical and hifforical 1llu-
Jerations of the facred pages, particularly Sanchoniathon’s gencalogies, and Ma-
nethon’s Egyptian Dynafties, are applied in a new Method to the biftory and
chronology of the Scriptures.

I1. Melchifedec, or a delineation of the firft and patriarchal religion, from
the beft light we can gather in the facred biftory ; and from the moft ancient hea-
then cuftoms, which were remains o - that religion.  In this Treatife it is focwn,
that the firft religion was no other than Chriftianity, the Mofaic difpenjation, as
a wveil, intervening ; that all mankind from the creation had a knowledge of the

plurality of perfins in the Deity.

L. Of the myfleries of the ancicnts, one of the firft deviations from true reli-
gion, to idolatry s this is chiefly purfi'd in an explication of the famous table of
Ifis, or Bembin-zable, publifb’d by Pignorius, Kircher, &c. wherein that know-
ledge which the ancients had concerning the true nature of the Deity, is further
explain'd,

(2) V. 4 dif-




PREFACE

IV. A difeourfe on the bieroglyphic learning of the ancients, and of the origin of
#he alphabet of letters. Very many bieroglyphic monuments of the Egyptians are
explain'd, more efpecially thofé that relate to their true notions of the perfins in the
Deity. The time and rife of the alphabet of letters is deduc'd from a new founda-
tion. The prefent Jquare Hebrew charatlers are fhewn to be the primitive idea of
letters, from whence all others are deriv'd. Whence the idea of every letter was
taken? an explication of all the old Hebrew coins with Samaritan charaéiers.

V. The patriarchal biffory, particularly of Abraham, is largely purfi'd; and
the deduction of the Pheenician colony into the Ifland of Britain, about or fion after
bis time 5 whence the origin of the Druids, of their Religion and writing ; they
brought the patriarchal Religion along with them, and fime knowledge of [ymbols
or bieroglyphics, like thofe of the ancient Egyptians; they bad the notion and ex-
pectation of the Meffiab, and of the time of the year when be was to be born, of his
office and death.

V1. Of the Temples of the Druids in Britain, their religious rites, orders, fa-
crifices, groves, tombs, their curfus’s, places of [forts and exercifes; &c. particu-
larly an ample and accurate defeription of that flupendous temple of theirs at
Abury iz North Wiltthire, the moft auguft work at this day upon the glbe of the
earth; with many prints of ground-plets, views and admeafirements of all its
parts; of their manner of fépulture; an account of my digging into many of their
barrows and tamuli, with drawings of them, &c.

VIL Of the celebrated Stonehenge, another Temple of theirs, with prints of
that work; an account of the barrows 1 dug up, and what was difcover’d in them ;

of the knowledge the Druids bad of the magnetical compafs, and conjectures of the
particular times when thefé works were made, long before Cxfar arriv'd in Britain.

I propofe to publifb thefe two firft, and proceed to the [peculative parts after-
wards ; referving them, God willing, to the maturer time of my life.

My intent is (befides preferving the memory of thefe extraordinary monuments,
o much to the bonour of our country, now ingreat danger of ruin) fo promote, as
much as I am able, the knowledge and practice of ancient and true Religion; to
revive in the minds of the learned the [pirit of Chriftianity, nearly as old as the
Creation, which is now languifbing among us ; to reflore the firft and great Idea of
the Deity, who has carry'd on the fame regular and golden chain of Religion from
the beginning to this day; to warm our bearts into that true fenfe of Religion,
which keeps the medium between ignorant fuperfiition and learned free-thinking,
between flovenly fanaticifin and popifb pageantry, between enthufiajin and the ra-
tional worfbip of God, which is no where upon earth done, in my judgment, better
than in the Church of England. And feeing a fpirit of Scepticifm has of late
become fo fafbionable and audacious as to firike at the fundamentals of all revela-
tion, I bave endeavoured to trace it back to the fountain of Divinity, whence it
Slows 5 and fhew that Religion is one fifiem as old as the world, and that is the
Chriftian Religion s that God did not leave the rational part of his creation, like
the colony of an ant-bill, with no other guide than inftinct, but proportion’d his
difcoveries to the age of the world, to the learning, wifdom, and experience of it ;
as a wifé parent does now to bis children. I fhall fhew Likewife, that our prede-
ceffors, the Druids of Britain, zho’ left in the extremeft weft to the improvement of
their own thoughts, yet advanc’d their inquiries, under all difadvantages, to fuch
beights, as fbould make our moderns afbam'd, to wink in the fun-fbine of learning
and religion. And we may with reafon conclude, there was fomewhat very ex=
traordinary in thofé principles, which prompted them to fuch a noble [pirit as pro-
duced thefe works, fHll vifible with us, which for grandeur, fimplicity and anti-
quity, exceed any of the European wonders, Thaf
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That the doctrines and works of the Druids bave hitherto been fo little confider<
ed ( fince authors only tranfcribe from one to another, the few remaining firaps to
be found in claffic writers) was an incentive to me likewifée in the follrwing ate
tempt, and at the fame time it pleads for me, and befpeaks the reader’s favour.
I want likewife the great advantages to be bad from a knowledge of the remaining
Celtic languages, books, manufcripts, and biftory, the Cornith, Welth, Irith,
Highland, &c. the chief repofitory now of their doclrines and cuftoms ; fo that in
my own opinson I may very well jay with the poet,

Interea Dryadum filvas & faxa fequamur
Intadtas, tua Mecanas haud mollia juffa.  Firgil.

And tho there bas been of late a large volume publift’d on the fubjett of Stone-
henge, yet we may well fay there has nothing been wrote upon the fibject. Nor
bave I any other notion of this performance, than that it is as a firft attempt to
Jay fomething upon thof famous philofophers and priefts the Druids, who are never

Jpoken of in antiquity but with a note of admiration; and are akhways rank'd with

the Magi of the Perfians, the gymnofophifts of the Indians, the prophets and bie-
rophants of the Egyptians, and thofe fort of patriarchal priefls, whofé orders com-
menc’d before idolatry began; from whom the Pythagoreans, Platonifts, and Greek
philofophers learn'd the beft things they knew. To clear away rubbifb, and lay a
Jfoundation only, in this difficult and obfcure work, is doing fonewhat. The method
of writing which I bave chofé is a diffufive one, not pretending to a formal and
}{f Jcholaftic proof of every thing I fay, which would be odious and irkfome to the
reader, as well as.myfelf. The knowledge I have acquired in thefé matters, was
Jfrom examining and ftudying their works ; the proofs are deriv'd from diffant and
different topicks, and it would be wvery inconvenient to marybal them [yliogiftically
in a work of this nature; the prof refults from the intire work; in all matters of
o great antiquity it muf? be found out by the reader 5 and to one that bas proper
Jfagacity and judgment, conviction will fleal upon bim infenfibly, if I am not mif-
taken; and he will own the evidence in general, is as firong as the nature of the
Subjelt will bear, or requires. .

It was very difagreeable to me that 1 was forc'd to combat againft a book pub-
Iifb'd in the name of the celebrated Inigo Jones, for whofe memory I have the
greateft regard. I wonder the publifber of that work did not think of a very eafy
method to convince bimfelf that be was in an error. If Stonehenge 7s 2 Roman
awork, it was certainly built by the Roman feale; had be reduc’d his own meafures
to that flandard, be would bave feen the abfurdity of his opinion; for we cannot
think that a temple, or elegant building, as be would have it, fhould not fhew its
founders by the fcale on which it is form'd; they are all fraciions in the Roman
feale, undoubted evidence that the Romans bad no hand in it. For there is no
meaning, no defign in the choice of the meafures, neither in gemeral nor particu-
lar ; a thing unworthy of a great architecl, or a great defign. But it appears
very evident to me, that Inigo Jones had little or no part in that work, efpecially
as it is moulded at prefent 5 and I think I bave reafon to be of opinion that be never
drew the defigns therein publifbed, becaufe I fhould be unwilling to fay be knowingly
falffied them. I bave very much fhortened what I bad to Jay againft that book,
becaufe I bave no love for wrangling, and barely mention'd what was neceffary,
that the reader may have a true notion of this noble antiquity.
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STONEHENGE
A WORK of the -
Britilh Dauidvs

DESCRIB’D.

CHAP 1L

Of the Situation of Stonehenge in general. That it was a temple of
the Druids, of the patriarchal mode, who were a moff ancient
oriental colony. In later times, she Belge from the continent,
conquer'd this country from them. Whence thefe [lones were:
brought 2 Of their nature, magnitude, weight. Of the mea-
Jure of the Druids, the ancient Hebrew cubit, and its propor- .
tion to the Englifth foor. '

TH E Wiltfbire downs, or Salsfbury plain, (as commonly call'd) for

extent and beauty, is, without controverfy, one of the moft delight-

ful parts of Britain. But of late years great encroachments have

been made upon it by the plough, which threatens the ruin of this
fine champain, and of ‘all the monuments of antiquity thereabouts.  Monu-
ments, we can fcarce fay, whether more wonderful in themfelves, more ob-
fervid, or lefs underftood! among them, Stonehenge has been eminent from the
remoteft ages, tho’ ’tis not the greateft, moft confiderable, or moft ancient.
But ’tis my intent to begin my difcourfe from it, becaufe the lateft, and fromx
thence proceed upwards in our inquiries, about the times and authors of thefe
ftupendous works, the temples of the Druids in our Hfland: for I cannot doubt
that Stonebenge was fuch. The idea we conceive of the diftance of time, when
thefe kind of works were made, cannot be ill-form’d, if we confider, that the
utmoft accounts of ’em we have in writing, are from the Brizons, the remains
of the people who lived here, at the time of the Roman invafion. Thisis men-
tiond in fome manufcripts of Ninnius before the Saxons and Danes came over.
And the oldeft Britons fpeak of this only by tradition, far above all memorial,
They wonder'd at Stonchenge then, and were as far to feek about the founders
and intent of it, as we now. They have recourfe to magic, as is ufual, when
they would account for any thing feemingly fo much above human power, to
accomplith. They tell us, thefe ftones of immenfe bulk were brought from a
plain, in the middleof Ireland, and the like. Which reports give us only no
obfcure hint of their true authors, the Druids, who were fam’d for magicé
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and were driven laft into Jreland, in the time of the Romans. There they built,
fuch like works again, or their brethren had built before; till Chriftianity, to
which the greateft and pureft part of their own dottrine was akin, foon put
an end to their polity, which the Roman arms could not do. And they em-
brac'd that religion, to which their own opinions and rites had fo direct a ten-
dency. This is the fentiment of Origen on Exekic/iv. And ’tis fufficiently
evident, if we confider, that the firft planters of Chriftianity in Irelond, im-
mediately converted the whole ifland, without fo much as the blood of one
martyr. Nay, the Druids themfelves, -at that time the only national priefts,
embraced it readily, and fome of them were very zealous preachers of it, and
effe@ual converters of others. For inftance, the great Columbanus himfelf was
a Druid : the apoftle of. Ireland, Cornwall, &c. . We need not be furpriz'd at
this, when we affert, that there is very much reafon to believe, thefe famous
philofophic priefts came hither, as a Phanician colony, in the very earlieft
times, even as foon as Tyre was founded : during the life of the patriarch
Abrabam, or very foon after. Therefore they brought along with them the
patriarchal religion, which was fo extremely like Chriftianity, thatin effe& it
differ'd from it only in this; they believed in a Mefliah who was to come into
the world, as we believe in him that is come. Further, they came from that
very country where Abrabam livid, his fons and grandfons; a family God al-
mighty had feparated from the grofs of mankind, to ftifle the feeds of idola-
try; a mighty prince, and preacher of righteoufnefs. And tho’ the memoirs
of our Druids are extremely -fhort, yet we can very evidently difcover. from
them, that the Druids were of Abrabam’s religion intirely, at leaft in the ear-

 lieft times, and worfhipp’'d the fupreme Being in the fame manner as he did,

and probably according to his example, or the cxample of his and their com-
mon anceftors.. =~ o 4
All this I fhall preve, in ‘the purfuit of this work. But before we come to

fpeculation, intend to give an exa defcription of their feveral temples, and the -

like works; for fuch will be a good foundation. for us to build upon. That
we may proceed from things evident and more known, to thofe lefs known,
and which we defign to make evident, as well as we are able, and the nature

~of it will permit. A matter fo immers'd in the dark mift of time, where very

few fcatter’d traces remain, muft needs befpeak the reader’s candor. The dig-
nity of the fubje¢t will excufe my boldnefs in attempting one fo difficult. And
however I fucceed in accounting for thefe wonderful works ; at leaft, I fhall be
inftrumental in. preferving their memory, in giving juft drawings of them.
Stonebenge, by the extravagant grandeur of the work, has attrated the eyes
and admiration of all ages. After the reformation, upon the revival of learning
among us, the curious began to confider it more intimately, I cannot fay fuc-
cefsfully. Mr. Camden rofe as the fun of antiquity, that put out former lights,
and, like Cz/ar, affrights all that value a reputation, from attempting any thing
in his way. His great {kill in Roman learning, and our Eznglifh hiftory, only

" enabled him to be, as it were, filent on Stonebenge. He faw with excellent

judgment, that neither Roman nor Englifb had place there, or could ferve to il-
luftrate it. He writes modeftly, as his manner was; * Of thefe things I am
* not able fo much to give an accurate account, as mightily to grieve, that
¢ the founders of - this noble monument cannot be trac’d out.” He could not
perfuade himfelf that either Romans, Saxons or Danes had any hand in it. And
as for his reprefentation of it in picture, I verily believe, it was drawn only
from fancy or memory, or by fome engraver from his oral defcription. 4. D.
1620, king Fames L. being at the earl of Pembroke’s feat at Wilton, and agreea-
bly furpriz’d with the fight of Stonebenge, confulted the famous archite&t fnigo
Fones, upon it; thinking it a matter in his way. This great man, who de-
fervedly may be ftiled the Engli/b Vitruvius, gave his opinion of it, as a Ro-
man work ; and left, I fuppofe, fome few indigefted notes in writing there-

: upon,
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DEscr1IBED.

upon. From which his fon-in-law Fobn Webb compos'd an intire treatife, en-
deavouring to prove it. But they that are acquainted with Roman architeCture,
or have confider'd Stonebenge, muit needs be of a different opinion. And as
my Lord Bithop of London well obferves, in his notes on Camden, * it cannot be
« fafe to clofe with Mr. Fores, tho’ his book otherwife be a learned and ingenia
“ ous piece.” Inigo Fones lived 30 years after this, and yet Mr. #ebb makes an
apology for his work,  that if he had furviv'd to have done it, with his own
“ hand, it would have been better.” But tis very reafonably believ'd, that tho’
Lzr;gogones was an extraordinary genius in architeCture, yet he wanted many
qualifications for an author, efpecially in fuch a work as Stonebenge. *Tis my
opinion, that had his architectonic {kill been united to Mr. Camder’s learning,
he could never have demonftrated Stonebenge to be a Roman work., After-
wards, Dr. Char/ton publifh’d a piece againft #ebb’s performance, and certain-
ly has faid enough to overthrow it, tho’ he could not with equal fuccefs efta-
blith his own opinion, that it was the work of the Danes. Whereas Olaus Wor-
mius finds no fuch monuments among the Gothic nations: which, as Mr. 7o~
land obferves, is anfwer fufficient to his allegation.  #ebb anfwer'd the Do&or’s
book, and by turns effectually demolifl’d his opinion, but could not ftill vin-
dicate his own. Yet from all their difputations, no fpark was ftruck, towards
a difcovery of the real truth. What is the worft part in both performances of
Mr. Webb, his reprefentation of the real monument in his drawings, is fictiti-
ous. And, as Mr. Aubry rightly obferves, ¢ in endeavouring to retrieve a piece of
«¢ architeCture in Vitruvius, he abufes the reader with a falfe reprefentation of the
“ whole.” It requires no great pains to prove this, nor need we take much time
to be fatisfy’d in it: the work is ftill extant. As foon as a judicious eye comes
upon the {pot, we difcern that 2/e44’s equilateral triangles forming the cell are
fancies : his three entrances acrofs the ditch are fo too; and that he has turn’d
the cell a fixth part from its true fituation, to favour his imaginary hypothefis.
But ’tis againft my inclination to find fault with the labours of others, nor do
I thereby feck to bribe the reader in my own favour. I had a great pleafure for
feveral years together, in viewing and examining thefe noble remains of our
anceftors. What 1 wrote about them, was for my private amufement, and that
of friends. And I publith them only for the honour of my country, and in
hopes that fuch a publication will not be unferviceable to religion ; which is
my ultimate view.

Tho’ Stonehenge be the proudeft fingularity of this fort, in the world, as far
as we know: yet there are fo many others, manifeftly form’d upon the fame,
or kindred defign, by the fame meafure, and for the fame purpofe, all over the
Britanic iles; that we can have no room to doubt of their being made by the
fame people, and that by direction of the Brzt7/b Druids. 'There are innume-
rable, from the land’s end in Gorzwall, to the utmoft northern promontory in
Scotland, where the Roman power never reach’d. They are to be found in all
the iflands between Scot/and and Ireland, ifle of Man, all the Orkney iflands,
&c. and numerous in Ireland itfelf. And there is no pretence, as far as I can
fee, for any other perfons or nations being the founders of them. They are
circles of ftones, generally rude, of different diameters, upon elevated ground,
barren, open heaths and downs; chiefly made of ftones taken from the fur-
face of the ground. There are no remembrances of the founders, any other
than an uninterrupted tradition of their being facred; that there is medicinal
virtue in them; that they were made by the Jrifb; that they were brought
from Afric; that they were high-places of worfhip ; fanctuaries; bowing, ado-
ring places; and what names they commonly have, intimate the fame thing,
And in many places the exprefs remembrance and name of Druids remain,
and the people bury their dead in or near them to this day, thinking them ho-
ly ground. Mr. Zoland in his hiftory of the Druids, p. 23. tells us, “In

“ Gealcofla’s mount in Inifien in the county of Dunegal, a Druidefs of that
- n - 0 « game
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name lived ; it fignifies white-legg’d, according to the ancient manner in’
“ Homer’stime. On that hill is her grave and her temple, being a fort of di-
“ minutive Sfonehenge, which the old Irifh, at this day, dare not any way
profane.” Many inftances of this fort, of all thefe particulars, we have in
our ifland: particularly the temple on Temple-downs by Abury. Whatever is
dug up in or near thefe works are manifeftly remains of the Druid times; urns,
bones, ornaments of amber, glafs beads, fnake-ftones, amulets, celts, flint-

. hatchets, arrow-heads, and fuch things as befpeak the rudeft ages, the utmoft

antiquity, moft early plantations of people that came into our ifland, foon af-
ter Noah’s flood. I have all the reafon in the world to believe them an orien-
tal colony of Phenicians; at leaft that fuch a one came upon the firft Celtic
plantation of people here: which reafons will appear in the progrefs  of this
difcourfe. I fuppofe in matters of fuch extraordinary antiquity, it would be
abfurd to fet about a formal demonftration; and thofe readers would be alto-
gether unreafonable, that expect we prove every fact here, as they would do
by living witnefles, before a court of judicature. When all is confider'd, that
I have put together on this affair, a judicious perfon, I prefume, will agree, I
have made the matter fufficiently evident, and as much as the nature of things
requires. ’

In the times juft preceding the coming of the Romans into Britain, the Bel-
ge, a moft powerful colony from the Gallic continent, had firmly feated
themfelves all over the country, where Stonehenge is fituate, quite to the fou--
thern fea; taking in the fouth part of W:ltfbire, and all Dorfetfbire. Wilt-
Shire has its name from the river #7lly, which in Welfb is wyl, in Latin, va-
gire, from its noife. A river of like name in Northamptonfbire. Upon the
former river at Wilton, probably livd the Carvilius, one of the four kings
that fought Fu/ius Cefar, the piGure of whofe fumulus we have given towards
the end. The Belze came into Britain upon the fouth, asother Celtic nations
before had fix’'d themfelves from the eaft, Kenz, the Thames, &¢c. fuch as the
Cantii, Segontiaci, Atrebates, &c. fo that in Cefar’s time, all the fouth and
eaft parts of Britain were difpoflefs'd of their original inhabitants, and peopled
from the continent : and this very work of Stonehenge was in the hands of the
Belge, who built it not. In my stinerarium curigfum, p. 181. I obferv'd no
lefs than four fucceffive boundary ditches here, from the fouthern fhore ; which
with good reafon, I fuppos'd, were made by the Befse, as they conquer'd the
country by degrees, from the aboriginal inhabitants. This thews, " they maft
have been a long while about it, that the Britons difputed every inch of ground
with them, and that for two reafons; as well becaufe of the extraordinary
beauty and goodnefs of the country, as fighting pro aris & focis for their great
temple of Stonehenge : not to fpeak of that other greater temple, a little more
northward, at Abury. The Segontiaci had got Hampfhire, to the eaft of
them, before, as far as the Golinburn river, and the Atrebates, Berkfbire. The
firlt ditch runs between the river of Blandford, formerly Alouna, and the ri-
ver of Bere, the piddle in Dorfetfbire, two or three miles fouth of it.
The fecond runs to the north of Granborn chafe, upon the edge of Wiltfhire,
by Pentridg: it divides the counties of Dorfet and #:lts. 'The third is conf{pi-
cuous upon Salifbury plain, as we pafs from #ilton to Stonehenge, about the
two-mile ftone, north of #ilton: it is drawn between the river Avon and the
Willy, from Dornford to Newton. ‘The fourth is the more famous Wan/dike,
of great extent. Gwaban in old Britifb fignifies fparatio, diftinétio guahana
Jfeperare, and that undoubtedly gave name to the ditch. The method of all
thefe ditches, is, to take the northern edge of a ridge of hills, which is al-
ways fteep; the bank is on the fouth fide. Andinmy itinerary, p. 134. I
fhow'd a moft evident demonftration, that it was made before the time of the
Romans, in the paflage of the Roman road down Runway hill. Tas. IL
Wanfdike is the laft advanc’'d poft of the Belge northwards, and that it was

made
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DEscRrRIBED,

made after Stonebenge was built, is plain,. becaufe the ftones that compofe the
work, were brought from Marlborough downs in north Wil/bire, beyond the
dike; and as then in an enemy’s country. And moft probably it was built be-
fore the Belge fet footing in Britain, becaufe of the great number of barrows
or fepulchral zumuli about it, which, no doubt, were made for the burial of
kings and great men.

The ftones of which Stenebenge is compos’d, beyond any controverfy, came
from thofe called the gray weathers, upon Murlborough downs near Abury;
where is that other moft wonderful work of this fort, which I fhall defcribe
in my next volume. Thisis 15 or 16 miles off. All the greater ftones are of
that fort, except the altar, which is of a ftill harder, as geﬁgn’d to refift fire,
The pyramidals likewife are of a different fort, and much harder thin the reft,
like thofe of that other Druid temple call'd zhe Weddings, at Stanton-drew in
Somerfetfbire. Dr. Halley was at Stonebenge in the year 1720, and brought a
picce of it to the Royal Society. I examin’d it with a microfcope. *Tis a
compofition of cryftals of red, green and white colours, cemented together b
nature’s art, with opake granules of flinty or ftony matter. The Docor ob-
{erv'd from the general wear of the weather upon the ftones, that the work muft
be of an extraordinary antiquity, and for ought he knew, 2 or 3000 years old.
But had the Door been at Abury, which is made of the fame ftones, he might
well from the like argumentation conclude, that work as old again as Stonelenge,
at leaft much older, and I verily believe it. Neverthelefs the current of fo ma-
ny ages has been more merciful to Stoncbenge, than the infolence of rapacious
hands, (befides the general faccage brought upon the work of old) by the un-
accountable folly of mankind, in breaking picces off with great hammers.
'This deteftable practice arofe from the filly notion of the ftones being factitious.
But, alas! it would be a greater wonder to make them by art, than to carry
them 16 miles by art and ftrength; and thofe people muft be inexcufable,
that deface the monument for fo trifling a fancy. ~Another argument of vulgar
incogitancy, is, that all the wonder of the work confifts, in the difficulty of
counting the ftones; and with that, the infinite numbers of daily vifitants
bufy themfelves. This feems to be the remains of fuperftition, and the notion
of magic, not yet got out of peoples heads, fince Druid-times. But indeed a
ferious view of this magnificent wonder, is apt to put a thinking and judicious
perfon into a kind of ecftacy, when he views the ftruggle between art and na-
ture, the grandeur of that art that hides itfelf, and feems unartful. For tho’
the contrivance that put this mafly frame together, muft have been exquifire,
yet the founders endeavour'd to hide it, by the feeming rudenefs of the work.
The bulk of the conftituent parts is {o very great, that the mortaifes and tenons
muft have been prepar'd to an extreme nicety, and, like the fabric of So/-
mon’s temple, every ftone tally’d ; and neither axes nor hammers were heard
upon the whole ftructure. Neverthelefs there is not a ftone at Stonebenge, that
felt not, more or lefs, both ax and hammer of the founders. Yet *tis highly
entertaining to confider the judicious carelefnefs therein, really the giand
gufto, like a great mafter in drawing, fecure of the effett: a true mafter-picce.
Every thing prc;{)er, bold, aftonithing, The lights and fhades adapted with
inconceivable juftnefs. Notwithftanding the monftrous fize of the work, and
every part of it; ’tis far from appearing heavy : ’tis compos'd of feveral fpecies
of work, and the proportions of the difflimilar parts recommend the whole, and
it pleafes like a magical fpell. Neo one thinks any part of it too great or too
little, too high or too low. And we that can only view it in its ruins, the lefs
regret thofe ruins, that, if poffible, add to its folemn majefty. ‘

The ftones of the gray weathers are of a baftard fort of white marble, and
lie upon the furface of the ground, in infinite numbers, and of all dimenfions.
‘They are loofe, detach’d from any rock, and doubtlefs lay there ever fince the

creation, Being folid parts thrown out to the furface of the fluid globe, when
\ C its
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its rotation was firft impref§d. All our Druid temples are built, where thef:
fort of ftones from the furface can be had at reafonable diftances; for they are
never taken from quarries. Here is a very good quarry at Chilmark in this
country. Salifbury cathedral, and all the great buildings are thence; but ’tis
a ftone quite different to our work. It was a matter of much labour to draw
them hither, 16 miles. My friend the reverend Dr. Stcphen Hales, the excel-
lent author of vegetable ftatics, and other works, computed them as follows.
‘The ftone at the upper end of the cell, which is fallen down and broke in half,
is in length (fays he) 25 feet, in breadth 7 feet, and in thicknefs at a medium
3 i, amounts to 612 cubic feet. Now a cubic foot of Hedsngton ftone weighs
near 154 % pounds troy. If Szonchenge ftone be of the fame fpecific gravity, it
will amount to 94,348 pounds, which is 314 tuns. But if this be of the fame
fpecific gravity as Burford ftone, which weighs to 1552 the cubic foot, then it
will weigh 95319 pounds troy, or 32 tuns. If it be equal to Blaiden ftone,
which is 187 pounds troy per cubic foot, then it weighs 114444 pounds troy,
or 38 tuns. But Iam fure that the ftone is of confiderably larger dimenfions,
than what Dr. Hales has ftated it at, and that the fort of ftone is much heavier
- than that of the largeft fpecific gravity he fpeaks of, and that it amounts to
more than 40 tuns, and requires more than 140 oxen to draw it; yet this is
not the heavieft ftone at the place.

The notion we ought to entertain of Stonehenge is not a little enhanc’d, by
the difcovery I made from frequent menfurations there. It gave me the op-
portunity of finding out the ftandard and original meafure, which the people
us'd, who made this and all other works of this kind. And this precludes
any tedious difputation againft the opinion of authors; for whoever makes any
eminent building, moft certainly forms it upon the common meafure in ufe,
among the people of that place. Thercfore if the proportions of Stonckenze
fall into fractions and uncouth numbers, when mecafurd by the Englyh,
French, Roman, or Grecian foot, we may afluredly conclude, the architects
were neither Englifb, French, Roman or Greeks. Thus, for inftance, when
the accurate Greaves tells us, the door of the Pantheon (which is of one ftone)
is of Englifb foot-meafure 19 foot £33 within: fhould we not be apt to affert
at firft fight, that the archite& in fo coftly a work, did not chufe his meafures
at random, but ‘intended that this dimenfion fhould be 20 feet? When we
confider this building is at Rome, and that it amounts to 20 Roman feet, muft
we not conclude, it was erected by the Roman ftandard? adding too, that all
the reft of the dimenfions of this ftately ftructure fall aptly and judicioufly into
the fame fcale. So as long as any weffigia of St. Paul’s cathedral remain, the
Englifb foot, by which it was built, will eafily be known. I muft prepare the
‘reader for a right underftanding of our Druid edifices, by informing him, that
Stonehenge, and all other works of this nature in our ifland, are erected by that
‘moft ancient meafure call’d a cubit, which we read of in the holy feripiures,
and in ancient profaneauthors. I mean the fame individual meafure, call'd the
Hebrew, Egyptian, Phanician cubit; moft probably derivd from Nezbh and
Adam. ’Tis the fame that the pyramids of Egypr and other their works are
projected upon; the fame as that of Mofes’s tabernacle, Sokmeon’s temple, &,
and we may reafonably pride ourfelves in poflefling thefe vifible monuments of
the old meafure of the world. My predeceflor Bithop Cumberland thows, enough
to fatisfy us, that the Egyptian and Hebrew meafure was the fame, tho’ he hus
not hit upon that meafure, to a nicety. My friend and collegue Dr. Arbuth-
not has been more fuccefsful, in applying it to fuch parts of the greater pyra-
mid, as evidently eftablith its proportion, to our Eng/i/b foot, from the mea-
fures Greaves has left us: and fhows it to be 20 inches and # of Eng/j/h meafure.
Thus the Do&or obferves the fide of the greater pyramid at bafe, is 693 Exngli/h
feet; which amounts exa&tly to 400 Egyptian cubits, a full and fuitable rum-

ber for fuch a fquare wark, and without queftion the originally defign’d mea-
fure,
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fure, the fladium of old. I have taken notice that Jnigo Fones obferv'd the like
dimenfions, in laying out the plot of Lincoln’s-Inn-fields. The Doctor adds
many more inftances, deduc’d in the fame way, to confirm it. Iadd, that
Greaves fays, the lowermoit fteps of the pyramid are near 4 feet in heioht,
which amounts to 2 cubits and 2 palms. They are 3 foot in breadth, 7. e,

1 cubit 4 palms. The length of the declining firft entrance is g2 feet and an
half, 7. e. 55 cubits. The length of the next gallery is 110 feet, which a-
mounts to 6o cubits. There is another gallery in the pyramid, of the fame
length. Mr. Webb fays the diameter of Stonebenge is 110 feet. This would
tempt one to fufpect the fame meafure us'd in both. Thus the diameter of the
like work at Row/drich in Oxfordfhire, defcribd by Dr. Phot, is 35 yards, +. e.
110 feet, grofsly meafur'd. Father Brothais in his obfervations on upper E-
gipt, in our Phil. Tran/. found a door-cafe made of one ftoue, in a magnificent
building, it was 26 + feet in height, thisis 15 cubits. Dr. Huntington, in the
fame Tranf. fays, he found the {phynx ftanding by the northern pyramids to be
110 feet in circuit, 7. e. 60 cubits. Ptolomy in his IVth book, and Pliny
XXXVI. fpeak of the obelifk rais’d by king Ramefes at Heliopolis, which
Mr. Webb, p. 34. gives the length of in Englifh feet, 136. This is 8o cu-
bits. That which Auguftus fet up in the circus maximus at Rome upon re-
duction of Egypt, Webb fays, is 120 feet g inches, which amounts to 70 cubits.
Another, Auguflus fet up in the campus martius, which he fays is g foot higher,
z.e. 5 cubits. He fpeaks again of that erected by Fontana before St. Peter’s,
81 feet, which was 5o cubits. I fuppofe the bafe being injurd, it was cut a
little thorter. This at the bafe, he fays, is g foot fquare, 7. e. g cubits. The
Vatican obelifk is 1770 foot high, which is 100 cubits. 12 foot broad at bot-
tom, which is 7 cubits; at top a third part lefs.

- Hence we gather, the meafure of the fhew-bread table of the ews, a cubit
and half in height, Exod. xxv. 23. It had a golden crown about it, meaning
a moulding, or verge or cornifh, as upon our tea-tables. =1 peripheria, coro-
na, becaufe 12 loaves were to be pil'd upon it. It was 31 inches in height,
that of our ordinary eating-tables. And we fhall find by this fame cubit divi-
ded into its 6 tophach’s or palms, all our Druid works are perform’d. *Tis not
to be wonder’d at, that it fhould come into Britain, with an eaftern colony
under the condu& of the Egyptian, Tyrian, Phenician Hercules, (who was the
fame perfon ) about Abraham'’s time, or foon after, as I have good reafons to
believe, which will be fhown in its proper place.

CHAP IL

Of the nameof Stonehenge.  Thefe works prior to the Roman times.
Who were the builders? Of the general fituation of it, again.
Of the beauty of its general proportion. A peep into it. Awalk
round the area. Remarks on two flones flanding on the vallum,
and two correfponding cavities for water vafes: explained from
ancient coins.  That the Wellh are the remains of the Belgz
from the continenty who lived here at the Roman invafion, and
by whofe reports, Stonehenge was built by the moft ancient orien-
tal colony, that brought the Druids hither.

O M E we to the name of Stonchenge, fo call’d by our Saxon anceftors;
an argument fufficient, they were not the builders of it; they would

have called it by a more honourable name. Rode hengenne is in Saxona hang-
. ing-



8

STONEHENGE

ing-rod or pole, 7.e. a gallows; and Stonehenge isa ftone gallows, called fo from
the hanging parts, architraves, or rather impofts, the more remarkable part;
and which only can perfuade people from thinking, the ftones grew in the very
place, (as they exprefs it.) And fo Mr. Camden, Dr. Holland, Mr. Webb and
others think, of the wonderful work at .4bury; becaufe there are none of
thefe overthwart ftones, as here. Many are {o aftonifhed at the bulk of thefe
ftones, that meafuring all art and power by their own, they had rather think,
they fprouted up in their lszl‘aces, like mufhrooms, at regular diftances, in ma-
thematical cireles; than that they were plac’d there by human induftry, for ex-
cellent purpofe. But pendulous rocks are now called benges in Yorkfbire, and
I have been informed of another place there called Stonebenge, being natural
rocks. So that I doubt not, Stonehenge in Saxon fignifies the hanging ftones,
In Cormwallis a Heath call’d now Heng/fon down, probably from fuch a work as
ours, now demolifhed. It isin the hundred of Eaffe. And near it, is that
other memorable Antiquity, compof=d of many upright ftones, call'd the Hur-
lers, a Druid temple. The old Britons or Welfb call Stonchenge choir gaur,
which fome interpret chorea gigantum, the giants dance: Ijudge, more rightly
chorus magnus, the great choir, round church, or temple. = AsBanchor (where
probably was of old, another Druid temple ) means the high temple. But they
miftake it for chorea, chwarae yuare, a ball, dance; as Necham fings;

Nobilis eff lapidum firuitura, chorea gigantum:
Ars experta fuum poffe, peregit opus.

Mr. Camden defines the work corone in modum. The Latin coronaa crown,
corolla a ghirland, and the Britifb crown comes from its circular form, as cér
chorus, 'The armoric Britons call cryn rotundus, kruin the Irifb. Coryn is
the round tip of any thing, many fuch like words in all the Celtic diale@s.
The chorus of a building among Roman chriftians, became appropriate to the
more facred part, or eaft end of churches, always turn’d of a circular form;
from the time of Conflantine the Great. 'Thus all the churches in the holy
land, thus the chapel in Colcheffer cattle, and in the Tower of London, (both, -
in my opinion, built about his time ) are round at the eaft end. The old Brs-
tons or Welfb, we find, hada notion of its being a facred place, tho’ they were
not thebuilders of it; for I take them to be the remains of the Celtic people
that came from the continent, who chiefly inhabited England, at leaft the
fouth part, when the Romans invaded the ifland, they are more particularly
theremains of the Belge. I fuppofe their name #e//b, a corruption of Belge,
*Ovéryas in greek, Welgifchen and (Welfchen in german.  Strebo IV. freaks
of their way of making flannel, called Aawaqy, for which our 2%/ are fo fa-
mous. Strabo gives the celtic word without the guttural afpirate, chlena in la-
tin. 'The moft ancient inhabitants, the remains of the old Pkznician colon

and primitive Cel¢s who built Stonebenge, were the Picts, Scots, Highlund and
Irifp, all the fame people, tho’ perhaps differing fomewhat in dialec, as in fi-
tuation : no otherwife than a Cumberland-man and one of Somerfit/iire now.
The Corni/b, 1 fuppofe, fome remains too, of the old oriental race. But at
this very day in #ales, they call every antiquated appearance beyond memory,
Irifb. Upon view of land, that from before any ones remembrance appears
to have been plow’d, or very ancient ruins of buildings, and the like, the

immediately pronounce, That it was in the times of the Jri/b. The very fame
is obfervable in the north, of the P:éfs or Pights, as they pronounce it, guttu-
rally, in the oriental fathion, which we cannot imitate. They call old foun-
dations, Pights houfes, &c. Every thing is Psé#ifb, whofe origin they do not -
know. Thefe people are confcious, that they are not the Aborigines, who by
time and fucceffive inundations, were forc’d northward and weftward, into

Scotland and Ireland, And alfo in the days of the Romans, fuch of the then in-

habitants,
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DeEscr1BED 9
habitants as would not fubmit to their gentile yoke, took the famercad. - The
Irifb therefore, or ancient Scottsfb, is the remnant of the Phanician language,
mixt with old Bi/cayan and Gallic, dialets of Celts ; and fome oriental, Arabic
in particular : as Mr. Zo/and obferves. And they are the defcendants of the people
who built Stonebenge, and the like Works. 'Whence fpring the ftrange reports
of thefe ftones, coming from Egypt, from Africa, from Spain, from Ireland,
As retaining fome mcmory of the fteps, by which the people who preceded
their anceftors, travelled; nor they themfelves, nor even the Be/y@ pretending to
be the builders of this wonderful work. For the Befge could not be ignorant
of their own coming from the Gallic continent. .

I have taken notice of another remarkable particular, as to the name of
Stonebenge ; which I apprehend to be of higheft antiquity: that it was call-
ed the Ambres, or Ambrofe, as the famous main Ambre by Penjans in Corn-
wall, another work of the Druids akin to this. And from hence the adjacent
town of Ambrefbury had its name. Butof this matter, I muft beg the readers
patience, till I come to the laft chapter, and difcourfe of the antiquity of thefe
works in general. : v

So much at prefentas to the name of our fabrick; it is time to draw toward
the facred pile, and fancy ourfelves walking upon this delightful plain:

-juvat arva videre .
Non raftris bominum, non ulli obnoxia cure. Virg.

nought can be {weeter than the air that moves o’re this hard and dry, chalky
foil. Every ftep you take upon the fmooth carpet, ( literally) your nofe is fa-
luted with the moft fragrant fmell of frpillum, and apium, which with the
fhort grafs continually cropt by the flocks of fheep, compofes the fofteft and
moft verdant turf, extremely eafy to walk on, and which rifes as with a {pring,
under ones feet. The following drawing TaB. IIL is a profpect taken from Tas.IIL
the king’s barrow, weft from Vejpafian’s camp, in the way from Ambrefbury to
Stonebenge, by the Briftol road. Tho’ the graver has not done it juftice: yet it
will give one a general notion of the fituation of the place. It is admirably
chofen, being in the midft of thofe wide downs, eall'd Saliffury plain; between
the river 4wvon to the eaft, and a brook that runs into the #71/ly, on the weft.
Thefe two ftreams half round encompafs it, at 2 miles diftance, forming as it
were a circular area, of 4 or 5 miles diameter, compos'd of gentle acclivities
and declivities, open and airy. Yet agreeably diverfify’d with the appearance of
barrows, every where upon the edges of the higheft grounds. Which very bar-
rows are curious and entertaining, when view'd at hand, as well for the nicety
and handfome turn of their forms, as for their great variety, and all within fight of
thetemple. 'Thefe downs feed many flocks of theep, andno doubt furnifh’d the
idea of Theffalianand Arcadian plains, to the noble Syduey refiding at the neigh-
bouring #ilton. 'The rivers are planted very thick with towns. Six miles fouth
of Stonchenge is Salifbury, a mile nearer is Sorbiodunum, or old Sarum, by the
fide of which paffes the Roman road via Iceniana reaching from Norfolk, into
Dorfetfbire.  As this road goes fouthward, a mile beyond #oodyates, where it
enters Dorfét/bire and Cranburn chafe, it pafles over a heath where are many
old barrows, like thefe on Sa/ifbury plain. It happens there, to infringe upon
one of the barrows, which luckily affords us a demonftration, of the road be-
ing made fince thofe barrows; of which I took notice in my stinerarium p. 180.
and further to gratify the curious have here inferted a print of it TaB. IV. Tas. 1V,
and may take the opportunity once for all to advertize them, of the difadvan-
tage under which all drawings from thefe plains muft appear. They are made
for ufe and inftruction, like mathematical figures, and cannotbe expected much
to pleafe theeye; being form’d chiefly from bare lines, admitting no picture-
like decoration.

' D I have
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I have obferv’d another fimilar proof of thefe works being older than the
Roman times here, in that Roman road that goes from Mar/borough to Bath.
It is near Abury, and I have a print of it engrav'd, which will be exhibited,
when I next publifh an account of that great work. But in the former plate
IV. I call thofe Druid barrows, which are often found on thefe plains: a cir-
cular trench, fometime of 100 foot diameter, with only a fmall tump of earth
in the middle, under which there is commonly an urn. Sometime two or
three of thefe little tumps or diminutive fzmu/i within one circle, which itis
naturalto fuppofe, were friends or relations. Thefe circles are always excele
lently well mark’d out. o

The particular fpot of ground where Stonekenge ftands, is in the lordfhip of
weft or little Ambrefbury: the pofleffion of the reverend Mr. Hayward, who
at prefent may be call'd the Archdruid of the ifland. ’Ti$ a delicate part of
this large plain, with a gentle declivity from the fouth-weft to the fouth and
north-eaft. So that the foil, which is chalk, is perfectly dry and hard. Hence
the infinite numbers of coaches and horfes, that thro’ fo many centuries have
been vifiting the place every day, have not obliterated the track of the banks
and ditches. The water cannot poflibly reft any where hereabouts. The
founders confulted well for the ftability of their work, and falubrity of the
place. Czfar informs us in his commentaries, B. G. v1. 13. that among the
Druids, “ one has the fupreme authority. When he is dead, whoever excels
“ in dignity fucceeds. Butif there be more candidates, the Archdruid is chofe
“ by the votes of the Druids: and fometimes they fight for it. At a certain
« fix'd time of the year the Gaulifh Druids meet, in the territories of the Car-
“ nutes, which country is in the middle of Gaul, in a confecrated place. Hi-
« ther all perfons from all quarters come, who have any controverfy, and ftand
“ to their determination. The difcipline of the Druids arofe in Britain, and
“ jis faid from thence to have been brought into Gax/. And now, they who
¢ defign to be more throughly initiated therein, go over to learn.” Here in
few lines the great author acquaints us with a vaft fund of ancient hiftory, and
upon which whole volumes have been wrote. I obferve no more from it at
prefent, than that we may very reafonably conclude, the elegant and the mag-
nificent ftru€ture of Stomebenge was as the metropolitical church of the chief
Druid of Britain. ‘This was the locus confecratus where they met at fome great
feftivals in the year, as well to perform the extraordinary facrifices and religi-
ous rites, as to determine caufes and civil matters. Cefar calls thefe appoint-
ments of the Druids in Gax/ confecrated places, where probably was nothing
but a circle of rude ftones. Had he feen thofe of our ifland, an Abury or even
a Stonebenge, he would fcarce have given them the title of temples: he was not
ufed to the old patriarchal way. But 1 reckon the true reading in that paffage
quoted from him, to be lbco confecrato, not Juco, which was put in by fome
bold tranfcriber, who had heard of the fondnefs of the Druids for groves. But
how unfit is a grove for a great and public meeting upon civil affairs? And this
for the excellency of its fituation upon a vaft plain, was well calculated for a
publick meeting of thofe of the order, at an eletion of a new Archdruid. As
Cz/ar’s words give light to the work before us, fo it confirms what the warlike
author fays, of the difcipline being originally in Brizain; which the critics up-
on the continent cannot bear, and vainly endeavour to fpirit away Cez/ar’s
meaning. 'The very building of Stonebenge, to fay nothing of other like works
here, thows it was not in vain, that the youth of Gau/ came to learn of men,
who could contrive and execute {o mighty a work.

Stonebenge ftands not upon the very fummit of a hill, but pretty near it, and
for more than three quarters of the circuit you afcend to it very gently from
lower ground. At half a mile diftance, the appearance of it is ftately and aw-
ful, really auguft. As you advance nearer, efpecially up the avenue, which is

to the north-eaft of it, (which fide is now moft perfect) the greatnefs of its con-
- tour
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DEsSCRIBED. LIV

tour fills the eye in an aftonifhing manner. TaB. V. is the front profpect from Ta s, V.
the entrance of the avenue. The ftone that leans o'er the high altar appears
thro’ the grand or principal entrance: becaufe we ftand upon lower ground. If
the reader pleafes to caft his eye upon Plate XII. there 'tis reprefented in ortho- Tas. XI1I.
graphy, (to fpeak technically) as here in profpect. Hence by this method of
comparing the defigns together, we may, without confufion, gather a true no-
tion of the work. Stonebenge is a good deal more in diameter, than the out-
fide of St. Paul’s cupola. And from a comparifon of thefe two buildings, I was
able to judge of the vanity of the architect of St. Peter’s at Rome, who in or-
der to degrade the Pantheon, (whilft he was imitating it) boafted, he would
fet the Pantheon 200 foot high in the air, meaning the cupola there. But the
archite&t of the Pantkeon, Valerius Oftienfis (had he been alive) would have told
him, that the vaftnefs of the diameter in thefe cupola’s is loft by the very height.
Whatever we would have admired, ought to be preferved as the largeft dimen-
fion. ‘Therefore Valerius, with admirable judgment, has made the outward
breadth of the Pantheon one fifth part compleatly longer than its height, taken
in front ; but if we meafure it fidewife, taking in the portico, the breadth to
the height, is more than 6 to 4. By this means the wonder of the Panthecn, -
the curve or arch 150 Roman feet in diameter, remains.  So the curve of Szoze-
benge, which is above 100 Engly/b feet, appears extraordinary large and well
proportion’d, upon a height of 18 foot, which reaches to the top of the outer
cornifh; that of the inner cornifhes is but 24 foot high, at a medium. For
the cornifhes of the inner part of Stonchenge, or that which #ebb calls the cell,
are not all of equal height, of which in proper place. Thus both parts of the
wonder is preferv'd, the greatnefs of the circuit of the whole work, the great-
nefs and height of the parts that compofe it ; the height being one fourth of the
diameter. The greatnefs too of the lights and fhades in Stonebenge, as well as
their variety arifing from a circular form, gives it all poffible advantage, and

makes it deferve the appellation of,

Deorum gloriofa domus,

as Theocritus and Herodotus generally call temples. And its fituation is corre-
fpondent to the antient notion. Paufanias praifes the Tanagrei in Beotia, for
having their temples in clean and diftin¢t area’s, diftant from profane buildings
and traffic. .
Stonchenge is inclofed within a circular ditch.  After one has pafs'd this ditch,
fays the right reverend annotator to Camden, he afcends 35 yards before he
comes at the work itfelf. This meafure is the fame, as that which #ebb calls
110 foot, the diameter of the work. For the area inclos'd by a ditch, wherein
Stonebenge is fituate, is in diameter three times the diameter of Stonebenge,
See the Plate of the area. XXIII. Therefore the diftance between the verge Tas.
of the ditch within fide, quite round, to the work of the Temple, is equal to XXIIL
the diameter of the Temple. The reader remembers what I promis'd, about
the fcale or meafure whereby this work and all others of the Druids, is form’d ;
that ’tis the old Hebrew, Phenician or Egyptian Cubit, which compar'd with
the Engli/b foot, amounts to 20 inches and 4. Therefore I have drawn the
enfuing comparifon and proportion, between our Engli/b and Hebrew Scale ;
which is to accompany us in the future defcription. Tas. VI the fcale of Tas, VI
cubits and feet compar'd. That I might not be fufpected to favour an hypo-
thefis, I produce other peoples meafures, where I can find them in print, pro-
vided they be done with tolerable judgment and accuracy; for both are necef-
fary in our cafe, with proper allowance. ’Tis not to be fuppos’d, that in this
work, the minutenefs and extreme curiofity of Defgoderz, with which he mea-
fur'd the remains of old Rome, is expetted, or even poflible. For tho’ the
ftones are not chizel'd and fquar'd, to fuch precifenefs, as Roman works are;

yet they are chizel'd, and are far from rude. Neverthelefs every body haiknot
ill,
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fkill, properly to meafure them. For they are much impair'd by weather: -
much is knock’d off by wretched hands. Thofe ftones that ftand, are luxated
‘various ways, by time and their own weight; by filly. people digging about
them, and by the unfortunate colony of rabbets lately tranflated thither. So
that we may well fay with Cleudian, : :

- Seram ponderibus pronis traétura ruinam,
Pars cadit affiduo flatu, pars imbre perefa .

Rumpitur, abripuit partem vitiofa vetuftas.

I was forc’'d to make many admeafurements’ and repeated, .before I could ob-
tain an exa& ground-plot ; and it requird much confideration to do it, and to
find out the true fcale by which it was compos'd, the Druid cabit, which they
brought with them from the eaft. Therefore by the annexed fcales, Tas. VI.
which I have contrivid to anfwer all lengths, the reader will moft perfectly un-
derftand the fubfequent defcription, and fee the truth of my affertion: and may
from thence be enabled to meafure any other like works, in our iflands, which
I have not had the opportunity of viewing. It was the eaftern way, in laying
out a building, to ufe a ftaff of 6 cubits long. This was of a convenient, ma-
nageable length; and its divifions being half a dozen, fuited well a reckoning
by duodenaries. ‘Thus in Ezek. xl. 3, 5. Apoc. xxi. 16. the angel that laid out
the temple of Solomon, is defcribed, as having a reed of 6 cubits (a meafuring
reed or cane) in his hand. This being the univerfal and firlt meafure of an-

tiquity, was in time fpread all over the world. In particular, it became the

decempedum of the Greeks and Romans; the common meafuring ftandard. But

’tis remarkable, they alter’d the divifions, thinking it more artful and conveni-

Tas. VII,

Ta . VIII.
Tas. IX.
Tas, X,

ent to have them in lefs parts: and inftead of 6 cubits, they made it confift of
10 feet. . And by time and change, the whole meafure became fomewhat al-
ter'd from the primitive. For the Greek decempedum was {well’d fomewhat too
long, as the Romans diminifh’d theirs a little. Ezekiels reed is our 10 foot
and 4 inches }; 400 cubits is the fadium of the ancients, or furlong, 700 feet.
. When you enter the building, whether on foot or horfeback and caft your
eyes around, upon the yawning ruins, you are ftruck into an exftatic reverze,
which none can defcribe, and they only can be fenfible of, that feel it. Other
buildings fall by piece meal, but here a fingle ftone is a ruin, and lies like the
haughty carcafe of Goliath. Yet there is as much of it undemolifhed, as en-
ables us fufficiently to recover its form, when it wasin its moft perfe& ftate.
There is enough of every part to preferve the idea of the whole. The next
Plate, Tas. VIL the peep (as I call it) into the fanctum fancorum, is drawn,
at the very entrance, and asa viewintotheinfide. When we 2dvance further,
the dark part of the ponderous impofls over our heads, the chafm of fk
between the jambs of the cell, the odd conftru@ion of the whole, and the
greatnefs of every part, furprizes. We may well cry out in the poet’s words

Tantum Relligio potuit !

if you look upon the perfet part, you fancy intire quarries mounted up into
the air: if upon the rude havock below, you fee as it were the bowels of a
mountain turn’d infide outwards. It is pleafant likewife to confider the fpot
upon which ’tis fituate, and to take a circular view of the country around it.
For which purpofe I have fketch'd the following profpects, taking in the
country almoft round the circumference of the horizon. This Ufe there
will be in them further ; if ever it happen, that this noble work fhould be de-
ftroy’d: the fpot of it may be found, by thefe views.
Tas. VIIL north profpe from Stonebenge.
Tas. IX. fouth-weft profpe@ from Stonehenge.
Tas. X. fouth-caft profpect from Stonehenge.

The




ir.

s

72. TABV

P

iR T ;
— H.nﬁum Mu; H i }r,,MT HH H s m HHHT ;
i Gt e
. g S G Bl gt
= yar T T x,.mn.uvr BT 3 wuﬁmmm uwy,wmm He i
= : i T Voo -
HH : HHHTHTEH T T w;mmumyui : HH HH tH ”Wn“mum HEEHH > 2 5
EEEHHHE R Bt BT il /
; SEE R

NN NN \ Z R / ,,,,/ \
5 NN

AR
N ,//_,/ /
L

. A\

Y
\
\

\

~ e

~

AN D A

NS

Y

~
N
Ad

: T

v

N
N

{
i

il
-~

RN

i

g

A peen m&Jtﬁe/&mamz/Wm & Tune. 1724.

=

N
A

s







DEScRT1IBED.

The vallum of the ditch which inclofes the area, or court, is inwards, and

makes a circular terras ; walking upon which, we take the foregoing profpecs.
The loweft part of the area is towards the entrance,, The tops of all the cir-
cumjacent hills, or rather eafy elevations, are cover'd o’re, as it were, with bar-
rows, which caufe an agreeable appearance; adorning the bare downs with
their figures. And this ring of barrows reaches no further, than till you lote
fightof the temple, or thereabouts. Stand at the grand entrance by the flone
that lies upon the ground, and the view of the temple prefents itfelf as in the
Vth Plate, the front profpect of Stonchenge. Directly down the avenue, Tas. V.
to the north-eaft, the apex of an hill terminates the horizon, between -
which and the bottom of a valley you fee the Curfis, a work which has never
yet been taken notice of. Being a {pace of ground included between two long
banks going parallel eaft and weft, at 3 50 foot diftance, the length 10000 fect.
This was defign’d for the horfe races and games, likethe Olympic, the Ifimian,
&c. of the Greeks. But we fhall fpeak more particularly of this afterwards.
In thevalley on this fide of it, the ftrait part of the avenue terminates in two
branches; that on the left hand, leads to the Cur/fiss; that on the right goes di-
re&ly up the hill, between two famous groups of barrows, each confifting of
feven in number. The fartheft, or thofe northward, I call the oldeft king’s
barrows; the hithermoft are vulgarly called the feven king's graves.

If we walk a litle to the left hand, TaB. VIIL is prefented. See the Tae. VIIL

northern long barrow : on this fide of which, the eye takes in the whole
length of the Curfus. Many barrows at the end and on both fides of it.  That
mark’d P. was open’d by my Lord Pembroke, thofe mark'd S. were open’d by
myfelf. What was difcoverd therein will be treated of hereafter. Further to
the weft, the higheft ground of that fpot whereon Stonchenge ftands, eclipfes
a diftant view, and zbere are the nearefl barrows planted with rabbets, which
do much damage too at Stonehenge, and threaten no lefs than the ruin of the
whole. Upon the vallum of Stonehenge is one of the ftones there, which
feems to be a fmall altar, for fome kind of libations, and at the letter A. the
mark of a cavity; of which more particularly, in the next page. The next -
or fouth-weft profpe®, TAB. IX. from Stonehenge, takes in the country from Tas. IX.
Berwickbarn, and my Lord Pembroke’s wood of Groveley, to Salifbury fteeple:
a chain of barrows reaching a 6th part of the whole horizon. Many from
the great quantity of thefe fepulchral sumuli here, injudicioufly conclude,
that there have been great battels upon the plain, and that the flain were
bury’d there. But they are really no other than family burying-places, fet
near this temple, for the fame reafon as we bury in church-yards and confecra-
ted ground. Salifbury fteeple feen from hence, brings to my forrowful re-
membrance, the great Thomas Earl of Pembroke, whofe nobie afhes are there
depofited. He was patron of my ftudies, particularly thofe relating to Stone-
benge. Virtue, piety, magnanimity, learning, generofity, all fublime qualities
recommended and added to his illuftrious defcent. Glorious it will be for me,
if thefe pages live to teftify to another age, the intimacy he was pleafed to
honour me with,

quis talia fando
!

Temperet a lachrymis

In this Plate, the reader may remark another of the cavities within the vallum,
to which that correfponds on the oppofite diameter before hinted at.
The fouth-eaft profpect finithes the circle, Tas. X. looking towards the Tas. X.

valley fouthward, where the rain-water pafles, from the whole work of Stone-

kenge, the whole tra&t of the Curfus and the country beyond it, as far as north

long barrow ; and fo is convey'd into the river 4von at Lake. That road be-

tween king barrow and the feven barrogs is the way to Vefpafian’s camp and fo \
to



Tas.
XXIIIL

TAB.
XXIII.

STONEHENGE

to Ambrefbury. ~The barrow -under thofe feven kings of later form, is that
neareft to Stonebenge.

* Doubtlefs in the facrifices and ceremonies which were here practis'd, water
was us'd, and I obferve moft of our Druid temples are fet near rivers. The rea-
fon why ‘Stonebenge was not fet near a river, has hitherto effeGually preferv’d it,
this part being uninhabitable upon that account, and rather too far off a town
for tillage. But when I curioufly contemplated the beauty and convenience of
this court, I obferv'd two remarkable places, which plainly have a conformity
with the two ftones fet upon the wallum ; which ftones puzzle all enquirers.
Thefe particulars feem to explain one another, and more efpecially by the help
of a coin in Paillant, tom. IL p.240. for which reafon I caus'd it to be engra-
ven on that plate, Ta s, XXIII the area of Stonebenge. ’Tis a coin of Philip
the Roman emperor, ftruck by the city of Heligpolis in Calefyria under mount
Libanus, now call'd Baldec, where is an admirable ancient temple remaining,
deferib’d and pictur'd in Maundrel’s travels of the holy land. In the walls of
it are two or three ftones of an immenfe length, which feem to be the frag-
wmnents of an obelitk, dedicated to the fun, whence the name of Heliopulis. The
coin prefents a temple built upon a rock: to which they afcend by fteps. The
temple is inclos'd in an area with a wall. On the left hand by the circuit of the
area is a ftone altar. A little further, is a great vafe for water to be us'd in the
facrifices. ‘The legend is coLomia 1vLia AVGufta FELx HELiopolitana. Now
the two cavities in the circuit of our area, very probably were the places where
two great ftone vafes were fet, and the two ftones were two altars for fome par-

" ticular rites, which we don’t take upon ourfelves to explain. See another coin

1I. in Defeamp's felectiora numifinata, p. 23. which is to the fame purpofe.
Thofe ftones are fet in their proper places in my fcheme of the area of Stonc-
benge ¢ and I leave them to the better conjectures of the learned in thefe matters.
Mr. Webb fancies them the jambs of two portals of two entrances, befides the
great entrance; and makes them favour his imaginary triangles, from which
he forms the work of Stonebenge, upon a Vitruvian plan. And in order to
bring this about, he draws one fone, that toward the eaft, or on the left hand,
from the true and only entrance, no lefs than 120 foot out of its real place.
No doubt, the reader will be furpriz’d at this, and the eafier credit me, when
I fay his ground-plot in other parts, is very far from being exact. ‘The reader
will obferve from my fcheme, that the two femicircular hollows mark’d A A,
wherein I fuppofe the water-vafes were fet, are plac'd alternatively, with the
two ftones: I don’t pretend to fhow why the Druids did fo. But that ftone
ftanding, together with the upper A, and the center of the grand entrance by
the ftone that lies flat there, make an exact equilateral triangle; yet really have
not the leaft relation to the fcheme of the work of Stonehenge in general, or to
the cell in particular. Nor do the ftones, or thofe hollows, point out any
‘other ‘entrance crofs the ditch into the @rea.  So in the tabernacle of Mo/s and
,tempjlé‘ of Solomon, great vafes in brafs were fet for water, in the court before the
temple. - R : : o

CHAP.
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DEsSsCcCRTIBED.

CHAP IL

The admeafurement of the ground-plot; and outer circle of the
temple, and impofis over it.  Of the principal line of the work,
running down the avenue, and fingle entrance, into the area, or
court.  The impofis are fointed exquifitely by mortaife and tenon.
The temple at Perlepolis a building of this fort.

Take a ftaff 10 foot 4 inches and # long. Divide it into fix equal parts,
Thefe are the cubits of the ancients, Each cubit is divided into fix parts.
Thefe are palms. Thus have we the original meafure of the founders of Stone-
benge. We will take Mr. Webb’s meafures, and compare’em herewith. Tas.
XI. the ground-plot.

Mr. Webb fays, p. §5. that the whole work of Stonchenge being of a circu-
lar form, is 110 foot in diameter. But to be precife, ’tis 108 and fomewhat
more, and his own fcale in his ground-plot thows the fame. This is the dia-
meter from outfide to outfide, which in our ground-plot is the principal diame-
ter. The thicknefs of the ftones of the outward circle, he fays, p. 59. are 3
foot and an half. Hence the inner diameter becomes almoft 102 feet Engli/h.
If the reader pleafes to meafure 102 feet upon the comparative fcales, which I
gave of the Englifh foot and Hebrew cubit, being the meafure us'd by the Dru-
ids, or in the {cales at the bottom of the ground-plot, he will find that it a-
mounts exactly to 60 cubits. 30 cubits being the radius wherewith they ftruck
the circle upon the turf, which is the inner circumference of that work. Thar
fufficiently defin’d their ground-plot. For tho’ they intended in general, that
the thicknefs of the ftones of this outer circle fhould be 3 foot and a half; but
to fpeak more properly, .2 cubits (which is the fame meafure) yet they were
more careful of one fide only, of that dimenfion. And the chief bufinefs be-
ing withinfide this temple, they fet the beft face of the ftones inwards, upon
that ground-line; the other face was fuited as well as the fcantlings they could
get, beft anfwer'd. Webd’s 3 foot and a half is precifely 3 foot 5 inches, and
fomewhat more, making compleatly 2 Druid cubits, as you find by the fcales.
They that carefully view Szonehenge, will eafily fee, that the ftones of the in-
fide both of the outward circle and of the cell, are the fmootheft, beft wrought,
and have the handfomeft appearance. For {o the polite archite@s of the caftern
part of the world, beftow’d more elegance within their temples than without.
Not as our modern London builders, who carve every moulding, and crowd eve-
ry ornament, which they borrow out of books, on the outfide of our publick
ftrucures, that they may more commodioufly gather the duft and fmoke.
The truth is, good fenfe and obfervation of nature, produces the fame ideas in
all ages and all nations. Our Druids obferv’d, that God almighty in forming
the body of a man, made all the external parts great, bold, round, with orna-
ment fufficient; but where the beauty chiefly confifted in the fitnefs of the pro-
portions, in fymmetry and plainnefs. In the infide, he has difplay’d all the
minutie of divine {kill. They have done the like, according to their way, in
Stonebenge.  So even as to the outward appearance, I find they took care to fet
thofe ftones that had the beft outward face, toward the front or entrance. And
to embarrafs the general {cheme of the work, they made ufe of two centers in-
ftead of one, but 2 cubits diftance from one another; perhaps to make the thing
intricate and as magical: befides the advantage it gives to the oval form of the
included cell.

Obferve,

l ET us now fet about an examination of the meafures of the temple itfelf.

Tas. XI.

Tas. VI,
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Obferve, in laying down the ground-plot and pfoje&ing this outer circle,
we faid it was 110 feet, (grofs meafure) in diameter. 'We remember what is

. before-mention’d, that the learned Greaves meafur'd two galleries in the great-

Tas. XII.
TA Bo -Vo "

“they took the liberty ‘to relax of t

er pyramid, in like manner, each 110 feet. So the bithop of London fays,
from the grand entrance of Stonebenge, to the work is 3 5 yards: fo he fays the
diameter of the circle at Row/drich in' Oxfordjbire, is 3§ yards: all this while 60
Druid or Egyptian cubits are meant. So the length of Solomon’s temple was 60
cubits, whereof the Zdes 40 cubits, the fanétum fanctorum 20. ‘

The intention of the founders of Stonehenge was this. The whole circle
was to confift of 30 ftones, each ftone was to be 4 cubits broad, each interval
2 cubits. 30 times 4 cubits is twice 60: 30 times 2 cubits is 60. So that thrice
60 cubits compleats a circle whofe diameter is 60. A ftone being 4 cubits
broad, and 2 cubits thick is double the interval, which is a fquare of 2 cubits.
Change the places between the ftones and their intervals, and it will make a
good ground-plot for a circular portico of Greek or Roman work. For fuppo-
fing thefe intervals to be fquare plinths of 2 cubits each fide, and columns pro-
perly fet- upon them: it will admit of 3 diameters for the intercolumniation,
which is the diaftyle manner in architecture. . But to talk of pycnoflyle with
Mr. Webb, and call thefe ftones of ours pillars or pillafters, where they are
twice as broad as the fpace between them, and to call this an order, is
monftrous. -

Thus a ftone and an interval in this outward circle of Stomebenge, makes
fquares; 2 allotted to the ftone, 1 to theinterval ; which for ftability and beau-
ty withal, in fuch a work as ours, isa good proportion. The curiofity of the
work, and the general orthography of the outward circle, I have defign’d in
Plate XII. and it may be feen in the feven ftones now remaining at the grand
entrance. Which thow what ftritly was the intent of the founders, and where

ﬁat ftrictnefs, and that with judgment; fo

. as to produce a good effect. T fhall explain it from Mr. #7¢b8’s own meafures,

that I may give the truth its full advantage. P. 59. he fays, the ftones which-

‘made the outward circle are 7 foot in breadth. Obferve that 7 foot makes 4
‘cubits of the Druids. He fays, they are 15 foot and a half high. You find
" that exaltly g cubits. P.61. he fays, the architraves lying round about upon

them, are 2 foot and a half high, 7. e. our cubit and half. He mentions their
breadth to be 3 foot and half, equal to the thicknefs of the upright, 7. e. our two
cubits. They are jointed in the middle of each perpendicular ftone. Hence

tho’ he has not mention’d the length of thefe architraves, we gather them to be
6 cubits long.  This is fpoke of their inward length, for outwardly they muft

needs be fomewhat longer, as beingan ark of a larger circle. I muft obferve -
about thefe architraves, as Mr. #ebb calls them, that they are more properly

" call'd impofts or cornifhes; for they are not made to fupport any thing above

them, as is the nature of an architrave, but for the ftability and ornament of
what fupports them, which is the nature of impofts and cornithes. Tho’ thefe
bodies of ftone here, never had or were intended to have, any mouldings upon
them, like Greek and Roman works ; they are Wrou%uht perfeétly plain, and
fuitable to the ftones that fupport them. I obferve further, the chizeling of
our upright ftones, is only above ground. For the 4 or 5 foot in length below
ground, is left in the original natural form. And that the upright ftones are made
very judicioufly to diminifh a little, every way ; fo thatat top they are but 3
cubits and a half broad, and fo much narrower as to fuffer their impofts, to
hang over a little, or" project (in properer terms)over the heads of the up-
rights; both within - fide and without. By this means thefe uprights are in
much lefs danger of falling or fwerving any way: and the impofts, which
are not broader than the thicknefs of the ftones at bottom, which fupport them,
have a graceful effe®, by proje@ing a little,” without danger of furcharging
them. We fee here plain, natural, eafy geometry, what we may call the

g o S firft
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firft rudiment of art, deduc’d from common reafon: but they that can find
any Roman delicacy herein, muft, I freely own, have a much nicer eye and
talte, than I can pretend to. The Druids had, from patriarchal times, made
their altars or temples of rude unpolifh’d ftones. But now hearing, probably
from Phanician traders, of the glories of Solomon’s temple, at leaft of other
temples made artfully in imitation of it; fuch as thofe ot Sefgfris in Egypt, and
others about Phanicia : they thus made a fmall approach to fquare fcantlings
and ftones wrought. And this feems to have been the firft and the laft work
of theirs of this kind, that I can hear of, either in the Britanic iles, or on the
continent. And no doubt but it muft give them fo high a reputation, that
even the people of Gaul themfelves could not help owning to Cz/ir, that the
difcipline of thefe men was firft begun here, and carry’d on with fuch fuccefs,
that they fent their youth from the continent hither, as to an academy, to be
initiated in their learning. We are not to fuppofe thefe words are to be ftrictly
taken, as if the Druids here began their inftitution : but that being an oriental
manner of religion, and much different from that on the Ga/ic continent, what
they had of it there, was deriv'd from Britain. It appear'd as much new to
them, who were chiefly idolaters, as in many ages preceding, Abrabam'’s reli-
gion appear'd new to the inhabitants of Pbanicia and Egypt : who were then
not much tin¢ur'd with idolatry. Nor, probably, had the Druids much op-
portunity of building another fuch work, as Stonebenge, between its foundati-
on and the Rowan times. Becaufe, I apprehend, the encroachments of the
Gallic nations from the continent, feating themfelves in Britain, about 200
years before Ceefar’s invafion, had molefted the Druids much, in thefe fouthern
counties: and drove them with the old Britons, farther northward and weft-
ward. But of this we will treat more particularly afterwards, when we offer
our opinion, of the time when it was made.

In the orthographic plate, TaB. XII. we may fee the ftrict geometry of the Tas. XIIL
work of this outward circle, and the artful variation therefrom, in order to make
the aperture of the grand entrance fomewhat wider than the reft. Mr. Webb
does not take notice of this particular; and he might have triumph’d in it.
For 'tis no lefs than a Vitruvian rule, to relax the intercolumniation juft in the
middle of the portico, in the front of a temple, and over-againft the door. He
fpeaks of it in Lsb. IIL. 2. when talking of the Euflyle ratio, the beft for ufe,
appearance and ftrength: he directs the intercolumniation to be of two diame-
ters and & ; but the middle intercolumniation of three diameters. By which
means the approach to the door will be much more commodious, and nothing
diminifh’'d otP beauty in afpect. And this is the reality of the cafe before us.

But alas, our Briti/b priefts knew nothing of Vitruvius ; they deduc’d this
knack from an authority much ancienter than him, v:z. from pure natural
reafon, and good fenfe. Nor does this hurt the whole of the work. The
aperture ought ftrictly to have been two cubits equal to the reft, but they ad-
vanc'd it to two cubits and a half. This only crowds the next intervals on each
fide a fmall matter nearer, the reft preferving their true diftance quite round.
And in the work itfelf, "tis obvious enough to the naked eye. Again, there is
another remarkable particular obferv’d by our priefts. Becaufe the aperture of
the principal entrance we are fpeaking of, is wider than the reft: they have
made the impoft over it thicker than the reft, and ’tis equally obvious to the
naked eye. ‘'This was the more effeGtually to fecure it from breaking. But
this additional thicknefs they have put below. They were fenfible it would
have produc’d an ill effect at top, by breaking the line of that noble cinture.
It muft be own’d this was extremely well adjufted. And the breadth of the
ftone that hangs over head in this place is aftonithing. See Plaze VII. calld a Tas. VIIL
peep into the fanétum fanttorum. I had the greateft pleafure imaginable, in the
year 1723, Fuly, in being here for feveral days together, with the learned
Heneage Lord Winchelfea. 1 have juft Fn"cafon to boatt of that intimacy ‘}ixc]ir,\&
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dulg'd me in ; and his memory muft for ever be dear to me, for his noble qua-
lities. My Lord and I were very careful in taking the meafures of Stonehenge 5
and with great grief we obferv'd, the ftones here reprefented in that Plase,
and Tas. V. the front view, to be much deviated forwards from their true
perpendicular, and in the utmoft danger of falling. "T's to be fear’d fome in-
difcreet people have been digging about the great entrance, with ridiculous hopes
of finding treafure, and loofen’d thereby the chalky foundation. We found
by meafure, that the upper edge of the impoft overhangs no lefs than 2 foot
7 inches,” which is very confiderable in a height of 18. The whole breadth at
the foundation is but 3 foot and a half. And this noble front is now chiefly kept
up by the mafonry of the mortaife and tenon of the impofts.

Thro’ the middle of the principal entrance, runs the principal line of the
whole work; the diameter from north-eaft to fouth-weft. This line cuts the
midde of the altar, length of the cell, the entrance, the entrance into the court,
and fo runs down the middle of the avenue, to the bottom of the valley for
almoft 2000 feet together. This is very apparent to any one at firft fight, and
determines this for the only principal entrance of the temple. All the other
intervals of the ftones of the outer circle, have no preheminence in any re-
fpe@. There is no fuch thing as three entrances, which Mr. #Webb's {cheme
fuggefts. He might as well have pretended there are 6, for fo many points of
his triangles meet in intervals, at the verge of the outer circle. Upon this line
are all the principal centers that compofe the work, it varies a fmall matter
from true north-caft. :

- The contrivance of our artificers in making mortaifes and tenons, between
the upright ftones and the impofts is admirable, but fo contrary to any practice
of the Romans, that it alone is enough to difqualify their claim to the work.
Much judgment and good fenfe is fhewn in the management of them. The
centers of the tenons are 2 cubits diftant from each other, upon each upright. By
this means there is 4 cubits diftance from the center of the tenon of one ftone,
to the center of the tenon of its next neighbour, acrofs the intervals, or in
one impoft. Divide the upper face of an upright into its 2 fquares, the cen-
ter of atenon is in the center of that fquare. Divide theunder face of an im-
pott, into its 3 fquares, the correfpondent mortaifes are in the centers of the
two outermoft fquares, and this was the ftrit geometrical method us'd by the
founders: fo that the ftones fitted, as foon as plac’d in their true fituations,
Thefe tenons and mortaifes of this outer circle are round, and fit one another
very aptly. The tenons and mortaifes, are 10 inches and a half in diameter,
which is 3 palms, or half a cubit. They rather refemble half an egg, than
an hemifphere. Thefe moft effetually keep both uprights and impofts from
luxation, and they muft have ufed great labour that threw them down. Sir
Robert Sibbald fpeaks of a rocking ftone in Ireland, contriv’d with mortaife
and tenon like ours: of which Mr. Toland gives us an account, with other
like, the works of the Druids. o

- The whole height of upright and impoft is 1o cubits and a half, The up-
rights ¢ cubits, the impoft 1 cubit and a half, {o that the impoft is a 6th part
of the height of the upright. If we meafure on the outfide, the colleétive
breadth of two upright ftones, and the interval between them, ’tis 10 cubits -
and a half equal to the whole height; and the interval is half the breadth of a
ftone, - the thicknefs of -a ftone is half its breadth, That impoft which lies over
the grand entrance, we faid, was deeper and longer than the reft. Abrabam
Sturges an archite@, and myfelf meafured it, in prefence of Lord #inchelfea.

Its middle length is 11 feet 10 inches, which is 6 cubits 4 palms; 2 foot 11

inches high, which is 1 cubit 4 palms. They have likewife added a little to its
breadth, more than the reft, being 3 foot g inches, which is 2 cubits and a
palm. N. B. The fcale of my drawing is adapted for the infide of the cir-

cle, upon which the proportions in geometry are built: fo that the outward
: breadths
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DEeEscRrRIBED 19

breadths of the uprights and lengths of the impofts are fomewhat more, than
by the fcale appears there. . The intelligent reader knows this muft be the con-
fequence, in arks of a larger circle.

Nothing in nature could be of a more fimple idea than this vaft circle of
ftones, and its crown-work or corona at top; and yet its effet is truly majeftic
and venerable, which is the main requifite in facred ftructures. A fingle ftone
is a thing worthy of admiration, but the boldnefs and great relievo of the
whole compages, can only be rightly apprehended, from view of the original.
On the outfide, the impoftsare rounded a little to humour the curvity of the
circle, and within they are ftrait, tho’ they ought to be a little curv'd. This

" makes them fomewhat broader in the middle, than at the end, and broader than

the 2 cubits, which is the thicknefs of the upright ftones, upon an ichnography.
So that within, the crown-work makes a polygon of 3o fides. But this little
artifice without debafing the beauty of the work in the leaft, adds much
ftrength to the whole, and to the impofts in particular. We may guefs their
proportions are well chofe, when {o many of them are thrown down by vio-
lence, and not broke in the fall. And their greater breadth in the middle, or
that part that covers the intervals, adds to the folemnity of the place, by the
fthadow they prefent at thebottom. The whole affair of jointing in this build-
ing is very curious, and feems to be the oldeft and only fpecimen of this kind
of work in the world. There is nothing, that I know of, comesin competi-
tion withit, but the cclebrated ruins at Perfépolis. Tas. XXXV. Itis composd _TAs.
of great ftones laid acrofs one another, as Stonebenge: but not with mortaife XXXV-
and tenon. The vulgar and learned too, generally take it for the remains of
the palace of the Perfian monarchs, burnt by Alexander the great; but it is
really an open temple like ours, and made much in the fame manner. But the
ftones are well fquar'd, ornamented with mouldings and carvings, and the
whole of them are fquares, not round works as here.  Perfépolss is a mixture,
between the ancient patriarchal round form of open temples, and the fquare
form introduc’d under the Few:/ difpenfation, in oppofition to the former,
which were generally degenerated into idolatrous purpofes. But of this I
fhall fpeak more perhaps hereafter, when I treat of the moft ancient tem-
les. :
d Of the outer circle at Stonebenge which in its perfetion confifted of 6o
ftones, 30 uprights and 30 impofts, there are more than half the uprights,
viz. 17 left ftanding. 11 of thefe uprights remain, continuous, by the grand
entrance, five impofts upon them. One upright at the back of the temple
or on the fouth-weft, leans upon a ftone of the inner circle. There are fix
more lying upon the ground, whole or in pieces. So that 24 out of 30 are
ftill vifible at the place. There is but one impoft more in its proper place.
And but two lying upon the ground, fo that 22 are carried off. Hence Iin-
fer, this temple was not defac’d when chriftianity prevailed. But fome rude
and facrilegious hands carried the ftones away for otherufes. However it can-
not but be the higheft pleafure imaginable to a regular mind, to walk round
and contemplate the ftatcly ruins which I have endeavour'd to preferve in the
outfide views, fuch asTaB. XIII. from the fouth-weft, and fo of the reft. Tas. XIIL

But we may fay with Lucan,

Fam magis atque magis preceps agit omnia fatum. \

CHAP.
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CHAP IV.

IOf the leffer circle of flones, without impofts. A difputation againft
Mr. Webb.

ANY drawings have been made and publith’d, of Sfonchenge. But
M they are not done in a {cientific way, fo as may prove any point, or
improve our underftanding in the work. I have theret%re drawn four archi-
Tas. XIL tetonic orthographies: one, TaB. XIL is of the front and outfide: three are
different fections upon the two principal diameters of the work. Thefe will for
ever preferve the memory of the thing, when the ruins even of thefe ruins are
_ perifh’d ; becaufe from them and the ground-plot, at any time, an exa& mo-
Tas. XIV,del may be made. Tas. XIV, XV, XVI. thefe orthographies thow the pri-
XV, XVI. mary intent of the founders; they are the defigns, which the Druids made, be-
fore they put the work in execution, And by comparing them with the draw-
ings correfpondent, of the ruins, we gain a juft idea of the place, when it was
in its perfeGtion. But now as we are going to enter into the building, it will
Tas. XI. be proper again to furvey the ground-plot, Ta s. XI. which is fo different from
that publifh’d by Mr. 7#ebb. Inftead of animaginary hexagon, we fee a moft
noble and beautiful ellipfis, which compofes the cell, as he names it, I think
adytum a proper word. ‘There is nothing like it, to my knowledge, in all an-
tiquity ; and ’tis an original invention of our Druids, an ingenious contrivance
to relax the inner and more facred part, where they perform’d their religious of-
fices. The two outward circles do not hinder the fight, but add much to the
folemnity of the place and the duties, by the crebrity and variety of their in-
tervals. They that were within, when it was in perfection, would fee a moft
notable effe& produc’d by thiselliptical figure, included in a circular corona, ha-
ving a large hemifphere of the heavens for its covering,

Somewhat more than 8 feet inward, from the infide of this exterior circle,
is another circle of much leffer ftones. In the meafure of the Druids ’tis five
cubits. This circle was made by a radius of 24 cubits, drawn from the com-
mon centers of the work. This ftruck in the chalk the line of the circumfe-
rence wherein they fet thefe ftones. The ftones that compofe it are 40 in num-
ber, forming with the outward circle (as it were) a circular portico: a moft
beautiful walk, and of a pretty effe@. Somewhat of the beauty of it may be

Tas. XVIL feen in Plate XVII. where, at prefent. 'tis moft perfe&. We are imposd on,
in Mr. Webb’s fcheme, where he places only 30 ftones equal to the number of the
outer circle, the better to humour his fancy of the dipteric afpe&, p. 76. He
is for perfuading us, this is a Roman work compos'd from a mixture of the plain-
nefs and folidnefs of the Tufcan order, with the delicacy of the Corinthian.
That in afpe® ‘tis dipteros bypeethros, that in manner ’tis pycnofiylos ;
which when apply’d to our antiquity, is no better than playing with
words. For fuppofe this inner circle confifted of only 3o ftones, and
they fet as in his {cheme, upon the fame radsus, as thofe of the outer: what
conformity has this to a portico properly, to an order, tufcan, corinthian -or
any other, what fimilitude is there between thefe ftonesand a column? where
one fort is fquare oblong, the other oppofite (by his own account) pyramidal.
Of what order is a column, or rather a pilafter, where its height is little more
than twice its diameter? Where is the bafe, the fhaft, the capital, or any
thing that belongs to a pillar, pillafter or portico? the truth and fact is this.
The inner circle has 40 ftones in it. 'Whence few or none but thofe two in-
tervals upon the principal diameter, happen precifely to correfpond with thofe
of the outer circle. Whereby a much better effet is produc’d, than if the
cafe had been as Webb would haveit. For aregularity there, would have been

trifling
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DeEscRIBED 21

trifling and impertinent. Again, Mr. Webb makes thefe ftones pyramidal in
fhape, without reafon. They are truly flat parallelograms, as thofe of thé
outer circle. He fays, p. 59. they are one foot and a half in breadth, but
_ they are twice as much. Their general and defigned proportion is 2 cubits,
or two cubits and a half, as they happen’d to find fuitable ftones. A radius of
23 cubits ftrikes the inner circumference: of 24 the outer. They are, as we
faid before, a cubit thick, and 4 cubits and a half in height, which is above
7 foot. This was their ftated proportion, being every way the half of the
outer uprights. Such feems to have been the original purpofe of the founders,
tho’ ’tis not very precife, neither in defign, norexecution. In fome places, the
ftones are broader than the intervals, in fome otherwife: fo that in the ground-
plot I chofe to mark them as equal, each 2 cubits and a half. There are fcarce
any of thefe intire, as to all thefe dimenfions; but from all, and from the fym-
metry of thefe Celtic kind of works, which I have been converfant in, I found
this to be the intention of the authors. ’Tis eafy for any one to fatisfy them-
felves, they never were pyramidal; for behind the upper end of the adytum,
there are three or four left, much broader than thick, above twice; and not
the leaft femblance of 4 pyramid. I doubt not but he means an obelifk, to
which they might fome of them poffibly be likened, but not at all to a pyra-
mid. Nor indeed do I imagine any thing of an obelitk was in the founders
view ; but the ftones diminifh a little upward, as common reafon diGtates they
ought to do. Nor need we beftow the pompous words of either pyramid, or
obelifk upon them. For they cannot be faid to imitate, either one or other,
in fhape, ufe, much lefs magnitude: the chief thing to be regarded, in a com-
parifon of this fort. The central diftance between thefe ftones of the inner cir-
cle, meafured upon their outward circumference, is 4 cubits. I obferve fur-
ther, that the two ftones of the principal entrance of this circle, correfpondent
to that of the outer circle, are broader and taller, and fet at a greater diftance
from each other, being rather more than that of the principal entrance in the
outer circle. It is evident too, that they are fet fomewhat more inward than
the reft ; {o as that their outward face ftands on the line that marks the inner
circamference of the inner circle. I know no reafon for all this, unlefs it be,
that the outfide of thefe two ftones, is the outfide of the hither end of the el-
lipfis of the adytum : for f{o it correfponds by meafure upon the ground-plot.
This is apparent, that they eminently point out the principal entrance of that
circle, which is alfo the entrance into the adytum. For five ftones on this
hand, and five on that, are as it were the cancelli between the fanc7um and
Jan&um [anctorum, if we may ufe fuch expreflions. ’Tis fcarce worth
mentioning to the reader, that there never were any impofts over the heads of
thefe ftones of the inner circle. They are fufficiently faften’d into the ground.
Such would have been no fecurity to them, no ornament. They are of a harder
kind of ftone than the reft, as they are leffer ; the better to refift violence.
There are but nineteen of the whole number left; but eleven of them are
ftanding sn fitu. ‘There are five in one place ftanding contiguous, three in
another, two in another. The walk between thefe two circles, which is 300
foot in circumference, is very noble and very delightful. Probably it gave Jn:-
go Fones the idea of defigning that fine circular Eortico, which is one great
beauty, among many, in his drawings for White-ball, publift’d lately from the
originals by my Lord Burlington; who has a true notion of the extraordinary
merit of that great man: and very commendably has revivd his memory.
Such a circular portico put in execution, would have a marvellous effet, much
exceed a common gallery in ufe, becaufe ’tis a perﬂetual walk, without turn-
ing back, and well becomes a royal refidence. The beft view of this fort, to
be had from our work, is from the north, as in TAB. XVIL. the reader cannot Tas, XVII,
but obferve, how little pretence here is for an imitation of Greek or Roman
portico’s, notwithftanding the grand andGagrecablc curve of the outward cirgle.
' ut
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But when we fee the difproportion of the inner circle in regard to any purpofe
of this fort, we muft own the invention of Hermogenes in contriving the pfou-
do-dipteros, is here apply’d with an ill grace. The founders of Stonebenge cou’d
have no need of make-fhifts for want of room on Salifbury plain. Or how
could a concentric row of little ftones, or pillars if he will {o have it, bear any .
refemblance to the contrivance of Hermogenes, which confifted in having none;
in taking away the whole inner row of pillars, {0 as to add to the convenience
of room, and preferve the afpet, at the fame time? Moft undoubtedly the
Druids had no further meaning in it, than to make ufe of the even numbers of
30 greater ftones, and 4o lefler ftones; and this was to produce a more per-
plexed variety, by the interftices having no regard to one another. So far were
they from having a notion of Grecian beauty, in the pillars of circular por-
tico’s being fet on the fame radius; pillar anfwering to pillar, intercolumniati-
on to intercolumniation. And this will be fhown repeatedly in the progrefs of

~ this work, to be the common practice of the Druids in other like in-
ftances. )

But when we confider the cell, as Mr. #ebb names it, we find him guilty
of great difingenuity, in ill conceiving the form of it, and in diftorting his
ground-plots, to colour it over the better. The minute you enter this adytum, -

Taze. as in Tas. XVIIL you difcover ’tis not a hexagon, nor ever was intended for
XVIL  one, and there can’ be no greater abfurdity than to imagine it one. It is in
truth compos'd of certain compages of ftones, which I thall call ¢ri/ithons, be-
© caufe made, each of two upright ftones, with an impoft at top: and there are
- manifeftly 5 of thefe #r7/ithons remaining. But the naked eye eafily difcovers,
- they are very far from making s fides of a hexagon. They cannot be brought
- toany approach, of a truly circular polygon. 3 #rilithons of the gare remain-
~ ing entire, 2 areruin’d indeed, in fome meafure, but the ftones remain i fru.
And nothing is eafier, than to take the ground-plot, from fymmetry and cor-
~ refpondency. 'We fee the two frilithons on the wings or fides of the adytum,
~are fet almoft in a ftrait line, one of another; whenin a hexagon form, they
~ ought to make a confiderable angle. If you examine them tri%qnbmetrically,
. the trueangle of an hexagon is 120 degrees, but here is an angle of near 150.
And by making it an hexagon, he fuppofes one #r/ithon entirely gone, tgat
neareft the grand entrance, when there is not the leaft appearance that ever
there were fuch ftones there. No cavity in the earth, no ftump or fragment
vifible, not is it eafy to imagine, how 3 ftones of fo vaft a bulk could have
been clean carried away, either whole or in pieces. There is no room for
them to have been carried away whole, no traces of their having been thrown
down, broke in pieces and fo carried away. = This outer fide of the work be-
ing the moft perfe&t of the whole.. Of the ruins of the other #r#/ithons, there
is not the leaft part wanting. What has been thrown down and broke, re-"
mains upon the fpot. But this #rs/sitbon in difpute, muft needs have been fpi-
rited away, by nothing lefs than Mer/in’s magic, which erefted it, as the
monks fable. Befides, if it were ftill ftanding, it would be very far from
making this adyfum a regular hexagon, to which he has accommodated his
peripteros fcheme: p. 87. Further, granting it was a reiular hexagon, it
would be very far from correfponding with that {cheme, or have the leaft ap-
pearance, of its being taken from fuch aone. For our editor there, has con-
verted the cell quite from the nature of that at Stonebenge. He has made the
upper end of his cell at theletter H oppofite to the grand entrance G, nota #ri-
Jithon as it is notorioufly at Sfomebenge, but an angular interval between 2 #ri-
thons. It is not the fide of the figure, but the angle. Whereas it is moft ne-
torious at Szomebenge, that the upper end of the adyzum oppofite to the grand
entrance, and to the whole length of the avenue and entrance between it and
the area, isa trilithon; not an angle or interval. And that trilithon is exceed-
ing ftately, tho’ in ruins, one of the upright- ftones being fallen, thi: other
eaning.
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leaning. So that here, we have the cell converted full a 6th part of the whole
compafs, from itstrue and original fituation, and fo in all the fchemes of Mr,
Webb's book, not one excepted. In that, for inftance, Scheme I, p. 56, the
high altar is plac'd at D not againft a ¢rilithon, as it ought to be, oppofite to
the grand entrance in the front of the temple, and to the (only) entrance be=
low, into the area, but againft an angle between two. If then you fuppofe
that hexagon remov'd back a 6th part, o as that a #7:/ithon be fet behind the
high altar, as it is really in the thing its felf, and upon the principal diameter of
the whole work: then this abfurd confequence follows, that the oppofite ¢ri-
lithon of the cell ftands in the very midft of the entrance into the cell, upon
the fame principal ground-line or diameter of the work, and quite obftructs
the view and entrance into it. It is altogether as ridiculous, as if a dead wall
was built under St. Pauls organ-loft, which is and ought to be the chief en-
trance into the choir. Befides, by #/¢b4’s ground -plots and uprights, it feems
as if, when you entred this adytum, there were 3 trilithons on the right, and 3
on the left, whereas it is moft obvions, there are but two on the right, and
two on the left; when you advance into it, the orderly way, from the north-
eaft grand entrance of the avenue; which he himfelf p. §5. owns to be the
principal. But I'am tired of fo ungrateful a tafk, which neceflity alone could
have extorted from me.

CHAP V.
Of the cell or adytum of Stonehenge. Of zhe Surgeons amphi-

theater, London.

lepntations become cloifters and porticoe’s. Let us now with minds
free from paffion, enter the adyfum with an intent to find out its true
figure, to examine what it really was, and whatitis. And that may eafily be
done, becaufe (asI faid before) as to the zrilithons of which it is chiefly com-
pos'd, they arcall remaining. Not abit is loft, but what mifchievous and filly
people knock off with hammers, to fee whether, as the wretched vulgar notion
would have it, the ftonesbe fatitious. Tas. XVIILis a defign of it, which
I made fitting in the center of the grand entrance in the inner circle. This
point is properly the door-way or entrance into the adytum, as a wicket or little
door, whilft the jambs of the hithermoft #rilithons prefent themfelves, as the
greater door, of above 40 feet wide, 2 5 cubits. I obferve in the old GrecZ ftory,
many footfteps of the primitive patriarchal way left in their facred ftructures,
which are parallels to this work before us, and others of our Druids. For in-
ftance, Paufanias in atticis {peaks of a temple dedicate to Venus, in the front
of which, is a wall (as he calls it) built of rude ftones. Neverthelefs he con-
cludes it to be a very famous work. One may very well imagine, this wall of
rude ftones is the remnant of fome fuch old work as ours, left for the facred re-
gard the people had to it, even after art was rifen to great height, together with
fuperftition and idolatry. For that the moft ancient Grecks had very little of
idolatry, any more than our Druids, I fhall fhow when I difcourfe on that
head. Again: the more facred part of the temple at Hierapolis anfwering to
our Adytum, had no door, tho’ none enter'd therein but the chief priefts. Lu-
cian de ded Syria. 1 fuppofe it was in imitation of the ancient ufage, without
doors to fhut or open, as our temple here, For the ancients thought it wrong,
to confine the deity, as it were, within any cover'd place: ’till My/es, by God’s
dire@ion, made a tabernacle cover’d with fkins, which was to adumbrate the
Mefliah Son of God, who was to be cloathed with our nature, And Sols-
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enor’s temple was built in imitation of this tabernacle, But before that, the an-
cients meant no more by temples, or altars, as they were firft call'd, than a
certain known and confpicuous place, ornamented in a particular manner, that
thould mark out a #eb/a, or a place towards which we are to addrefs the Deity,
‘and that for uniformity fake. As the Turks and Arabians do now, who are the
defcendants of Ifbmael, and had this cuftom from Abrabam. Tho’ the fupreme
Being be omniprefent, yet for our convenience, where time, place, and fuch
kind of circumftances are neceflary to a public action, he would have, as it
were, the place of his prefence made notorious. As in the Few:/h difpenfation
he did in a moft extraordinary manner, by the fbechinab. And from Sobmon’s
temple, all the reft of the world borrow’d the fathion of temples, properly
fo call'd, built magnificently and with roofs. For the facred houfes mention’d
in fcripture before then, were only little chapels, fhrines, like our Druids 4;/2-
waens, which fometime they carried about in a cart, fometime were fix’d in ci-
ties, for publick ufe ; as Bcth Dagon, and the like. Thefe were but 4;ffvaens
improv'd, niches turn’d into facella, in imitation of two or three ftones in A4-
brabam's altars, which we may well call the Ze4/z, and find many of them a-
mong our Druid antiquities. :

The cell is form’d by a radius of 12 cubits and a half, from the two centers 2
and 4, as to the inward curve; the outward takes a radius of 1§ cubits ; for
thefe ftones are two cubits and a half thick. The two circles are turn’d intoan
oval, by aradius of 3o cubits, (after the ufual manner) fet in the two centers
¢ and 4, where the two circles interfe@. The former centers are 12 cubits
and a half diftant from each other, the length of the radius. The fame oval
is obtain’d by a ftring of 60 cubits, the ends ty’d together, and turn’d round
upon two centers, according to the gardiners method. An oval form’d as this
is, upon two centers coinciding with each other’s circumference; or, which is
the fame thing, whofe centers are diftant from each other the length of their
radius, is moft natural and moft beautiful, being the fhape of an egg. Moft
probably thefe religious philofophers had a meaning, in thus including an egg-
like figure, within a circle, more than mere affeGation of variety. Whatever
that was, we may reafonably conclude, that from the method in antiquity, of
making the Zeb/z of a curved figure, the chriftians borrowed theirs of turning
the eaft end of their churches in that manner; and that the Druids in the work
before us, have produc’d the nobleft kiffvaen or kebla that is known.

My purpofe in drawing many prickt lines upon the plate, is not difficult to
be underftood. Nor does it require particular explanations. To avoid affeation
or tedioufnefs, I leave them to the readers amufement: only obferve, that Mr.
Webb's equilateral triangles have no hand in forming the cell. The intent of
it is very diftant from a regular polygon. But that it is incomparably more
beautiful; than fuch a one would have render’d it. It is as a magnificent niche
27 cubits long, and as much broad, meafuringin the wideft place.

This part is call’d =meog or concha templi and adytum, into which, we may
fuppofe, none but the upper order of priefts, together with the high-prieft,
were commonly to enter, during the time of miniftration, in religious rites.
We may imagine the beauty of the appearance here upon thofe occafions,
when an innumerable company of the Bruids affifted, all in white furplices.
The center of the excentricity of this oval is but three cubits nearer the entrance,
than the center of the whole work. And they have cut off but one ¢r:lithon,
which they make the opening of the a:Ztum ; meeting the eye to great advan-
tage, from the grand entrance. By the aforefaid contrivance, there is left a
fpace of five cubits between the jambs of the opening of the adyfum, and the
inner circle in front, juft the fame as is between the inner and outer circle. The
inner circle there performing the office of cancelli to it, as we obferv'd before.
If a choir of this form was put in practice, and executed by a mafterly hand,
it would have a very extraordinary effect, and perhaps excel the too fimilar

concave
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DEScR11IBED.

concave of a cupola.  Our Druids had undoubtedly fuch a notion, in placing
this within a circle. And for the fake of this, they turn’d the two circles
into a fmaller fpecies of an ellipfis. :

There’s a Druid antiquity like our adytum in fhape, call'd Eghoys Glominog,
on the top of Arennig vaur in Lhanykil parith, Merionydbfhire, but made of a
continued wall. The ancients thought the world of an egg-like fhape, and as
the world is the temple of the Deity, they judg’d it proper to form their tem-
ples, fo as to have a refemblance thereto. The ancient hieroglyphic of the Deit
is a circle, and I have reafon to believe it more ancient than the flood. Plaso,
who learnt much from the anceftors of our Druids, fays in Diogenes Lacrtius,
that God is fpherical, which he muft mean hieroglyphically. So our Druids,
as well as he, may mean the infinity of nature in the Deity, who made the
world, by this {cheme of Stonehenge; at leaft they underftand by the circle,
the feat and refidence of the Deity, the heavens, which include all things,

It feems to me, that Inigo Fones from this adyfum projected the plan of the
Surgeons theatre in London, a fabric for feeing and hearing much admired b
all good judges. And which my Lord Burlington, out of a fpirit truly noble,
and a great love for the archite@’s memory, has lately repair’d, with his own
charges and excellent {kill. I find the Surgeons theatre (or rather amphitheatre)
is form’d from the fame proportion as our adytum, the tranfverfe and conjugate
diameters being as 4 to 3, vzz. 4o foot and 30 foot. And this appears to me
a ftrong prefumption, that Inigo fones did not make the ground-plot of Stone-
benge, publith’d under his name. The Surgeons amphitheatre is a good deal
lefs than our cell. _

Such is the noble and eafy geometry of the adyrum of Stonehenge. The
ftones that compofe it, are really ftupendous, their height, breadths and thick-
nefs are enormous, and to fee fo many of them plac’d together, in a nice and
critical figure, with exatnefs; to confider, as it were, not a pillar of one
ftone, but a whole wall, a fide, an end of a temple of one ftone; to view
them curioufly, creates fuch a motion in the mind, which words can’t exprefs.
One very remarkable particular in the conftruction of this adyzum, has efcaped
all obfervers: which is this, As this part is compos'd of #rilithons (as I betore
call them) fett two and two on each fide, and one right before; they rife in
height and beauty of the ftones, from the lower end of the adyru::, to the
upper end. My meaning is this. The two hithermoft ¢ri/ithons correfpond-
ing, or thofe next the grand entrance, on the right hand, and on the left are
exceeded in height, by the two next in order; and thofe are exceeded by the
trilithon behind the altar, in the upper end of this choir. So that in laying
down the meafures of the parts, that compofe this place, the reader muft be
content to take my word. Mr. Webb's meafures cannot be precife in all of
them, feeing he knew nothing of this particular; and that his notion of an
hexagon, iscontradicted by it, as well as by fa&. “He fays p. 6o. the ftones
“ of the greater hexagon feven foot and a half in breadth, three foot nine
« inches thick, and twenty foot high, each ftone having one tenon in the
« middle.” His meafure of feven foot and a half in breadth, only fhews the
vaftnefs of the ftones, it is no precife meafure, for the founders regarded not
any precifenefs in their breadth: becaufe two together were defign’d to make a
compages, whereon to fet the impoft, and this I call a #rilithon. .Each trili-
thon ftands by its felf, independant of its neighbour, not as the ftones and im-
pofts of the outer circle, link’d together in a continued corona, by the impofts
carried quite round. Indeed the breadth of a ftone at bottom is feven feet and
a half, whichis 4 cubits and a half. Two ftones therefore amount to nine cu-
bits, and thereis a cubit of interval between them, making in the whole ten
cubits. But they were not careful of the particulars, only of the whole, in
one of thefe compages or trilithons. - I

n
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The ftones of the cell are made to diminith very much, towards the
top, moft apparently with a defign, to take off from their weight, and
render them what we call top-heavy, in a lefs degree. Hence the interval be-
tween the two upright ftones of the compages widens fo much upwards. This
muft certainly contribute very much, to their ftability. In affigning 20 foot
for their height, Mr. Webb has well taken the medium. A very {mall
matter more than 20 feet makes exaltly 12 cubits of the Hebrews, Egyp-
tiansand Druids. 'The reader remembers the proportion I affign’d between the
Englifb foot and this cubit. 20 inches and $ make a cubit, therefore 20 feet
and 4 make 12 cubits. The true cafe as to the heightof the z7:/ithons, is thus
refpetively, and which may be feen in Tas. XV. with the harmony and
fymmetry, in the proportion of the whole. We may obferve their gradual ri-
fing in height, all from the fame bafe, like pillars of higher orders and more
diameters. But the intelligent reader muft needs fee, that our founders never
had fight of Greek or Roman pillars, and never pretended to imitate them, or
take any one idea from them. ~ And of thefe three different orders or degrees of
altitude, in thefe #rilithons, one exceeds the other by a cubit. So that their
heights refpeively are 13 cubits, 14 cubits, 15 cubits.

The impofts of thefe trilithons are all of the fame height. Mr. 77l
p.61. “informsus, the architrave lying onthe top of the great ftones of the
“ hexagon and mortaifed alfo into them fixteen foot long, 3 foot g inches broad,
“ 3 foot 4 inches high.” Mr.WWebb’s 16 foot long, is too fcanty, itamounting
to g cubitsand 2 palms, but the intent of the founders was to make thefe im-
poigs equal both in length and breadth to the foundation of the upright ftones
that fupports them, I mean the two ftones at bottom, the fuftaining part of
the compages, which in its whole breadth makes 10 cubits ; and 10 cubits long
the impofts are to be affign’d. Moft certainly whoever undertake to meafure

~ them, whether from thofe fallen on the ground, or ftill in their proper place,

will be apt to fail in giving them juft length. Both becaufe 1.’tis obfervable

* that thefe impofts are form’d fomewhat broader upwards, than in their bottom

part; but this may not be taken notice of by every one. This was done very

* judicioufly upon an optical principle, which it is plain the founders were aware of,

For a ftone of fo confiderable an elevation, by this means only, prefents its
whole face in view. Therefore they that meafure it at bottom will not take
its true length, 2. If they take the dimenfion, either from a ftone ftill in its
proper place, or from one fallen down, they will be very liable to fhorten the

- meafure. For in the firft cafe, the upper edge of thefe impofts, muft needs

have fuffer'd from the weather, in {o elevated an expofure, thro’ the fpace of
2000 years. - Itis very apparent they have fuffered not a little. Large and deep
furrows of age are vifible all around them. But if they meafure thofe fallen,
they muft well imagine fuch have doubly fuffered, from . weather, and from
the people every day diminifhing all corners and edges, to carry pieces away
with them. Sothat in this cafe, analogy and fymmetry only can fupply thefe
defe@ts. Thus we found before, that the breadth of the impofts of the outer
circle is equal to their ichnographical breadth: fo it is here, being 1o cubits.
Befides, the outer face of thefe impofts is longer than the inner, as being in
the larger circle. Therefore ten cubits is to be underftood their medium mea-
fure.

M. Webb gives it as a general meafure, that they are 3 foot g inches broad.
He has before told us, the ufprights which fupport them were 3 foot ¢ thick ;
take that twice, it makes 7 foot and a half, which he afligns for the breadth, of
the uprights. This is all juft within a trifle, and it is not expeed that he
who was not aware of the cubit, by which thefe works were made, fhould do
it with greater accuracy. The truth of the whole is this: #244's 7 foot and half
is 4 cubits and a half, as we faid before ; the half of it is 3 foot 9, and a very

little more, But this muft be taken for the leaft breadth of the impofts, that
at
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at theends. For in the middle they are fomewhat broader. Tho’ the infide
faces are firait, yet, as we obferv'd, in proper place, of the impofts of the outer
circle; fo here, they are rounded behind: their outer circumference anfwer- Tas. XI.
ing to the great oval upon which they are founded. So likewife their ends are
made upon a radius of that oval, whence the innner face of the impoft is
fomewhat fhorter than the outer, and is another reafon why their lengths may
eafily be taken fomewhat too thort. I have drawn the impofts in their true
fhape in the ground-plot. The artifice of the tenons and mortaifes of thefe Tas. XI.
trilithons and their impofts, what conformity they bear to that of the outer cir-
cle, is exceedingly pretty, every thing being done truly geometrical, and as
would beft anfwer every purpofe, from' plain and fimple principles. In the
bottom face of the impoft, if divided into three {quares, the two mortaifes are
made in the middle of the two outermoft fquares. Draw diagonal lines from
corner to corner ; where they interfe®, is the center of the mortaife; which
central diftance from one to the other, is feven cubits of the Druid meafure.
Each tenon is a cubit broad upon its longeft diameter, for they are of an oval
figure. An admirable contrivance, that the impofts fhould lie firm upon the
heads of the uprights, and keep the uprights fteady in theit places, to ftrengthen
and adorn.  'We may remark this pretty device, in the management of the te-
nons and mortaifes. Cutan egg acrofs upon its fhorteft diameter or conjugate;
one half thereof reprefents the fhape of the tenons of the outer circle. Cut it
acrofs upon its tranfverfe diameter, one half is the fhape of the tenons of the
adytum. ’Tis evident the meaning of it is this. The tenons of the outer cir-
cle are higher in proportion, than the others, becaufe the impofts are lefs and
lower than the others, and on both accounts more liable to be difturb’d, either
by accident or violence, than the others: therefore more caution is us'd for their
prefervation. ‘This is an inftance of art, noble and fimple withal. Mr. /7%
fays the impofts are 3 foot 4 inches high, which is precifely 2 cubits, a fixth
part of the height of the medium order of #rilithons; as the impofts of the outer
circle are a fixth part of the height of the ftones of the outer circle. The,
medium order of #rilithons is above 24 foot high, 7. e. 14 cubits, The lower
order is 13 cubits, v7z. thofe next the entrance. The upper #7:/itbon behind
the altar was 15 cubits. Each rifing a cubit higher than the other, as we be-
fore obferv'd. ,

I promis'd to fhow the reader what Stonehenge is, and what it was. The
latter, I prefume, is done in the four prints, TaB. XII, XIV, XV, XVI. be- Tas. XII,
ing geometric orthographical feGtions of the whole work, all neceffary ways, XIV, XV,
fuch as architets prepare in defign, when they fet about a building. "Tis whol- XV1
ly needlefs to fpend many words in explaining them. What' the work is, of
our adytum at prefent, is fhown in the fubfequent prints, Tap. XVIII, Tas.
XXI, XXII. The Vth correfponds with the XIIth. The one fhows the front of _ XVIII,
the temple when in perfection, the other asnow in ruins. The XVIth may be X¥XL XXIL
compar'd with XIX and XX. all prefenting a view from the adyzum toward
the entrance. TaB. XVIIL is a contrary view, when one ftanding by the en- Tas.
trance, looks toward the adytum. The fame is prefented in Plate VII. which XVIL
I call a peep into the fanétum fanétorum. XXIL is the fame, but a little oblique.
This plate fhows at prefent, what the XIVth does in its original. Plate XV
and XX correfpond, thowing the adytum on one fide, in its perfect, and in
its ruinous ftate. Particularly they explain, what I fpoke of, as to the orderly
rifing of the ¢rilithons in height, one above another, from the lower end to the
upper end of the adytum. Tas. XXIL illuftrates it, by exhibiting to view, Tas.xX11.
tl‘:e other and moft perfe& fide of the adytum. ’Tis an oblique profpet of it,
from the entrance. '

The quantity of the folid is well adjufted, in proportioning the ftone-work
of this adytum, to the intervals upon the ichnography. Each #rifithon is 10
cubits, and each interval about 6. ‘The jambs, or vacsum of the entry c:rhpand
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themfelves to 25 cubits, which is about 43 feet. From which meafure my“
Lord Pembroke demonftrated the falfity of /#2b4’s hexagonal fcheme, when his
Lordthip firft did me the honour to difcourfe about Stonebenge. In Mr. Webb's
dcfigns, we find two jambs (taking one sri/ithon away) expand but little above
31 feet, by his own fcales. Tho’ I don’t pretend, but that fome of my fore-
going meafures, may here and there pofiibly vary a little, upon a very ftrict
trial, and where proper judgment is not us'd, becaufe the ftones in fome parts
may protuberate, or great parts of them may have fallen off ; yet 10 foot dif-

Tas. XIX, ference from truth cannot be allow’d of. In the Plates X1X and XX. obferve

XX.

the infide of that upright ftone, which makes the northern jamb of the chief
entrance of the outer circle. A very great piece is fallen off towards the top,
which difcovers its tenon and the mortaife of the impoft above it. And in the
management of fuch prodigious ftones as thefe are, fix'd in the ground, and
ramm’d too like pofts: ’tis not to be wonder'd at, if by chance we find fome
little variation. Tho’ for my own part, I obferv’d none; rather wonder'd,
how it was poffible for them, without lewices and the like devices, to fet them
in their places to fuch precifenefs. And the reader, whofe mind has receivid no
prepoffeflion, cannot but be abundantly fatisfy’d, that the multitude of mea-
fures I have given from Mr. Webb's own account, are perfectly agreeable to the
fcale of cubits, deduc’d from works of the Egyptians and others: and that in
round and full numbers, not trifling fractions. If we collate the numbers given,
with the Roman fcale, the meafures appear very ridiculous and without defign ;
and that is a fure way of confuting the opinion, of its being a Roman work.
But as thefe ftones are generally rough, and by time muft fuffer in all dimenfi-
ons, ’tis not practical to take their true meafure, without neceffary judgment,
and relation had to fymmetry.

- Of thefe greater ftones of the adytum, as 1 obferved before, there are none
wanting. They areall on the fpot, 10 upright ftones, § cornifhes. The #rs-
lithon firft on the left hand is entire 77 fru, but vaftly decay’d, efpecially the
cornith. ‘There are fuch deep holes corroded, in fome places, that daws make
their nefts in them. The next ¢77/ithon on the left hand, is entire, compos'd
of three moft beautiful ftones: The cornifth happen’d to be of a very durable
kind of Englifb marble, and has not been much impair'd by weather. My
Lord Winchelfea and myfelf took a confiderable walk on the top of it, but it
was a frightful fituation. The #r#/sithon of the upper end of the adytum, was
an extraordinary beauty. But alas through the indifcretion probably, of fome
body digging there, between them and the altar, the noble impott is diflodg’d
from its airy feat, and fallen upon the altar, whereits huge bulk lies unfractur'd.

Recidit in folidam longo poft tempore, terram
Pondus, & exhibuit junétam cum viribus artem. Ovid Met.

The two uprights that fupported it are the moft delicate ftones of the whole
work. They were, I believe, above 30 foot long, and well chizell'd, finely
taper'd and proportion’d in their dimenfions. That fouthward is broke in
two, lying upon the altar. The other ftill ftands entire, but leans upon one
of the ftones of the inward oval.

Famjam lapfura cadentique
Imminet affimilis

The root-end or unhewn part of both, are rais'd fomewhat above ground. We
cannot be fure of the true height of this, when it was perfect: but I am fure
15 cubits, which I have affign’d, is the loweft. The next #r:ilithon, that to-
ward the weft, is intire, except that fome of the end of the impoft is fallen
' ~ clean
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clean off, and all the upper edge is very much diminifh’d by time. As Lucre-

tius fays,

Minui rem quamque videmus,
Et quafi longinguo fluere omnia cernimus vo,
Ex oculifque, vetuftatem, fubducere noftris.

'The laft #r7/ithon, that on the right hand of the entrance into the adyfum, has
fuffer’d much. The outer upright being the jamb of the entrance, is flill
ftanding, the other upright and impoft are both fallen forwards into the ady-
tum, and broke each into three pieces. I fuppofe from digging near it. But
from one piece of the impoft lying loofe, in the middle, between the jambs of
the adytum, Mr. Webb in the plan of his ruins of Stonehenge (being his 6th
Scheme) forms the remains of his imaginary 6th #rz/ithon, fuppofing it one of
the ftones of the inner or lefler hexagon, as he calls it. Yet if this fragment
was really a ftump of fuch a ftone, as he would have it, ftill it would not
create an hexagonal form of the cell, but ftand juft in the middle of the en-
trance, and block it up in a very abfurd, unfeemly, and incommodious a man-
ner. And nothing can be more certain, than that there never was fuch a thing
in being, That ftone of the #7/ithon which is ftanding, has a cavity in 1t
which two or three perfons may fit in, worn by the weather.

Stonebenge is compos'd of two circles and two ovals, refpectively concen-
tric. At the diftance of two cubits inward from the greater oval, defcribe
another lefler oval, on which the ftones of the inner oval are to ftand: 19
ftones in number, at about the central diftance of 3 cubits. This lefler oval is
to be defcrib’d by a ftring and the 2 centers, as before. Or by 2 circles from a 10
cubit radius, and the 2 centersaand 4, as of the other before was fpoken. Mr. ¥ ebb
fays, p. 60, “ the ftones of the hexagon within, 2 foot 6 inches in breadth, one
*foot and a half thick and 8 foot high, in form pyramidal.” His two foot
and a half is our cubit and half, for the breadth of tKch ftones; being but a
third of the breadth of the ftones of the greater oval. And the interval be-
tween ftone and ftone, the fame. Their height is likewife unequal, as the
trilithons, for they rife in height as nearer the upper end of the adytum. Mr. Tas. XV,
Webb's 8 foot affign’d, is a good medium meafure, for it is juft 4 cubits and 4
palms, the third part of the height of the medium trilithon. From the ruins
of thofe left, we may well fuppofe, the firft next the entrance and loweft
were 4 cubits high; the moft advanc’d height behind the altar might be five
cubits, and perhaps more. ‘The ftones are fomewhat of what Mr. #ebb calls a
pyramidal form, meaning that of an Egyptian obelifk, for they taper a little
upwards. They are of a much harder fort than the other ftones, as we fpoke
before, in the lefler circle. The founders provided that their lefler bulk fhould
be compenfated in folidity. They were brought fomewhere from the
weft. Of thefe there are only 6 remaining upright. The ftumps of two
are left on the fouth fide by the altar. One lies behind the altar, dugup or
thrown down, by the fall of that upright there. One or two were thrown
down probably, by the fall of the upright of the firft #7ilithon on the right
hand. A ftump of another remains by the upright there, ftill ftanding.
Their exa& meafures either as to height, breadth or thicknefs, cannot well be
afcertain’d.  For they took fuch as they could find, beft fuiting their fcantlings,
but the ftones were better fhap’d and taller, as advancing towards the upper
end of thecell,

I CHAP.
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Of the number of the flones. Of the altar-flone. Of what has
been found in digging, about the temple. A plate of tin of the
Druids writing. A plate of gold, [uppofed to be of the Druids

writing.

HUS have we finithed the work, or principal part of this celebrated
wonder ; properly the temple or facred ftructure, as it may be called.

Tho’ its loftieft creft be compos’d but of one ftone, laid upon another. “ A
« work, as Mr. Webb fays jultly, p. 6. built with much art, order and pro-
‘ portion.” And it muft be own’d, that they who had a notion, that it wasan
unworthy thing, to pretend to confine the deity in room and fpace, could not
eafily invent a grander defign than this, for facred purpofes: nor execute it in
a more magnificent manner. Here fpace intleed 1s mark’d out and defin’d:
but with utmoft freedom and opennefs. Here isa #4eb/z intimating, but not
bounding the prefence of the Deity. Here the variety and harmony of four
differing circles prefents itfelf continually new, every ftep we take, with open-
ing and clofing light and fhade. 'Which way {o ever we look, art and nature
make a compofition of their higheft gufto, create a pleafing aftonithment, ve-
ry appofite to facred places. ‘
 The great oval confifts of 10 uprights, the inner with the altar, of 20, the
great circle of 30, the inner of 40. = 10, 20, 30, 40 together, make 100 u
right ftones. 5 impofts of the great oval, 30 of the great circle, the 2 ftones
ftanding upon the bank of the area, the ftone lying within the entrance of the
area, and that ftanding without. There feems to have been another ftone
lying upon the ground, by the val/lum of the court, dire&ly oppofite to the en-
trance of the avenue. All added together, make juft 140 ftones, the number
of which Stonebenge, a whole temple, is compos'd. Behold the folution of
the mighty problem, the magical fpell is broke, which has fo long perplex’d the
vulgar! they think ’tis an ominous thing to count the true number of t%c {tones,
and whoever does o, fhall certainly die after it. Thus the Druids con-
tented themfelves to live in huts and caves: whilft they employ’d many thou-
fands of men, a whole county, to labour at thefe publick ftructures, dedicated
to the Deity.

Our altar here is laid toward the upper end of the adysum, at prefent flat on
the ground, and fqueez’d (as it were) into it, by the weight of the ruins upon it.
*Tis a kind of blue coarfe marble, fuch as comes from Derdyfbire, and laid
upon tombs in our churches and church-yards. ~ Thus Pirgi/ defcribes an an-
cient altar, after the Efrufcan fathion, and which probably had remain’d from
patriarchal times. ‘ :

Adibus in mediis nudoque fub @theris axe
Ingens ara fuit.

. Kne. II.
Servius upon the IIId Georg. fays, in the middle of a temple was the place
of the Deity: the reft was only ornamental. This altar is plac’d a little above
the focus of the upper end of the ellipfis. Mr. #ebb fays, p. 56. the altar is 4
foot broad, 16 inlength. 4 foot is 2 cubits 2 palms, which at four times
meafures 16 foot. I believe its breadth is 2 cubits 3 palms, 7. e. 1 and a half:
and that its firft intended length was 10 cubits, equal to the breadth of the z7s-
lithon before which it lies. But ’tis very difficult to come at its true length,
*Tis 2a inches thick, a juft cubit, and has been fquar'd, It lies between the
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DESsScRrRIBED.

two centers, that of the compaffes and that of the ftring: leaving a convenient
{pace quite round it, no doubt, as much as was neceffary for their miniftra-
tion.
~ Mr. Webb fays, the heads of oxen, and deer, and other beafts have been
found upon digging in and about Stonehenge, as divers then living could teftify,
undoubted reliques of facrifices, together with much charcoal, meaning wood-
athes. Mr. Camden fays, mens bones have been found hereabouts, Fe means
in the barrows adjacent, and I faw fuch thrown out by the rabbets very near the
temple. But eternally to be lamented is the lofs of that tablet of tin, which
was found at this place, in the time of King Henry VIIL (the Zra of reftitu-
tion of learning and of pure religion) infcrib’d with many letters, but in fo
ftrange a character, that neither Sir Thomas Ellist a learned antiquary, nor
Mr. Li/ly mafter of St. Paul’s fchool, could make any thing out of it. Mr.
Sammes may be in the right, who judges it to have been Punic; I imagine if
we call it Iri/b, we fhall not err much. No doubt but it was a memorial of
the founders, wrote by the Druids: and had it been preferv'd till now, would
have been an invaluable curiofity. To make the reader fome amends for fuch
a lofs, I have given a fpecimen of fuppofed Druid writing, out of Lambecius's
account of the Emperor’s library at Vienna. *Tis wrote on a very thin plate
of gold, with a fharp-pointed inftrument. It was in an urn found at Vienna,
roll'd up in feveral cafes of other metal, together with funeral exuvie. 1t was
thought by the curious, one of thofe epiftles, which the Ce/tic people were
wont to fend to their friends in the other world. So certain a hope of a fu-
ture ftate had the Dru:ds infusd into them. The reader may divert himfelf
with endeavouring to explain it. ‘The writing upon plates of gold or tin is
exceeding ancient, as wWe fee in F0b xix. 24.

[TAYALO HeT AMAD |
5 - IVTYARE - DAY A
MENEV: NFRRTAIVA
{BA - ACRNNI o HV A
RI- § YAMRIAIAS THOBA
RABAY (G

Plutarch in his pamphlet de demsnio Socratis tells a fimilar ftory.  « About
« the time of Agefilaus, they found a brazen tablet in the fepulchre of Alemens
«¢ at Thebes, wrote in charatters unknown, but feem’d to be Egyprzan. Chonu-
“ phis, the moft learned of the Egyptian prophets then, being confulted upon
« it, confirm’d it, and faid it was wrote about the time of Hercules and Piro-
¢ teus king in Egypt. Tzetzes, chil. 2. hift. 44. mentions Proteus a king in
¢ lower Lgypt by the fea fide, pretends he was fon of Neptune and Phanicia,
throwing him up thereby to very ancient times, thofe of the firft famous na-
vigators, our Hercules and the Phanicians. He is faid to have lived in the
ifland afterward call’'d Pharos, from the watch-tower there ereGted. Here Io-
mer fings, that Profeus diverts himfelf with his pboce or fea~calves, moft un-

doubtedly
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doubtedly his fhips. But at that time of day, every thing new and flrange was
told by the Greeks in a mythologic way.

In the year 16335, as they were fPlowing by the barrows about Normanton
ditch, they found a large quantity of excellent pewter, as much as they fold at
a low price for g/ fays Mr. Aubry in his manufcript collections, relating to
antiqurdes of this fort. There are feveral of thefe ditches, being very fmall in
breadth, which run acrofs the downs. I take them for boundaries of hundreds,
parifhes, &c. Such as the reader may obferve in my Plate XXXI. of the bar-
rows in Lake-ficld. 1 fufpeét this too was a tablet with an infcription on it, but
falling into the hands of the countrymen, they could no more difcern the
writing, than interpret it. No doubt but this was fome of the old Br:#:/b ffan-
num, which the Tyrian Hercules, firnam’d Melcarthus, firft brought ex Caffi-
teride infida, or Britain. Which Hercules 1iv'd in Abrebam’s time, or foon
after,

Mr. Webb tells us, the Duke of Buckingham dug about Stonelenge: 1 fear
much to the prejudice of the work.  He himfelf did the like, and found what
he imagin’d was the cover of a ¢huribulum. He would have done well to have
given us a drawing of it. But whatever it was, vafes of incenfe, oil, flower,
falt, wine and holy water, were ufed by all nations in their religious ceremo-
nics,

Mr. Thomas Hayward, late owner of Stomchenge, dug about it, as he ac-
quainted Lord Winchelfea and myfelf. He found heads of oxen and other
beafts bones, and nothing elfe. In 1724. when I was there, Richard Hayns
an old man of Ambrefbury, whom I employed to dig for me in the barrows,
found fome little worn-out Roman coins at Stonchenge, among the earth rooted
up by the rabbets. He fold one of them for half a crown, to Mr. Merr:/ of
Golden Square, who came thither whilft I was at the place. The year before,
fHayns was one of the workmen employ'd by Lord Carlton to dig clay on
Harradon hill, ealt of Ambrefbury, where they found many Roman coins,
which I faw. I fufpect he pretended to find thofe at Stonebenge, only for fake
of the reward. My friend the late Dr. Hurwood of Doétors-Commons told me,
he was once at Stonchenge with fuch fort of Roman coins in his pockets, and
that one of his companions would have perfuaded him, to throw fome of them
into the rabbit-holes: but the Doctor wasmore ingenucus.  Neverthelefs were
never fo many fuch coins found in Stoncbenge, they would prove nothing more,
than that the work was in being, when the Romans were here; and which we
are aflured of already. I have a brafs coin given me by *Yebn Collins Efq; col-
lector of the excife at Stamford. The heads of Jfulius and Auguflus averfe: the
reverfc a crocodile, palin-branch and garland. cor. N En. the colony of Ne-
maufis in France. It was found upon Sa/iflury plain; and might be loft
there before the Roman conquelt of Britan under Claudius, by people of
France coming hither; or in after-ages: no matter which.

Fuly 5 1723. By Lord Peinbrok’’s diretion, I dug on the infide of the al-
tar about the middle: 4 foot along the edge of the ftone, 6 foot forward to-
ward the middle of the adyrum. At a foot deep, we came to the folid chalk
mix’d with flints, which had never been ftird.  The altar was exaQly a cubit
thick, 20 inches and ¢; but broken in two or three picces by the ponderous
matfles of the impoft, and one upright ftone of that #77/¢hon which ftood at the
upper end of the adytum, being fallen upon it. Ience appears the comiodi-
oufnefs of the foundation for this huge work. They dug holes in the folid
chalk, which would of itfe!f kecp up the ftones, as firm as if a wall was built
round them. And no doubt but they ramm’d up the interftices with flints,
But I had too much regard to the work, to digany where near the ftoncs, 1
took upan oxe’s tooth, above ground, without the adyfun on the right hand
of the lowermoft #7//ithon, northward. And this is all the accourt, of what

has been found by dizging at Stonehenge, which I can give.
CHAP
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CHAP VIL

Of the area round Stonchenge.  The bowing flones. The manner
of facrificing.

F the court round the temple of Stomebenge, fomewhat is faid already,
and of the two ftones ftanding within the val/um: and of the two cavi-
tics remarkable, which have fome correfpondency therewith. I fuppofed, they
were places, where two great vafes of water ftood, for the fervice of the tem-
le, when they perform’d religious rites here. And I endeavour'd to illuftrate
1t by a coin of the city Heliopolis. 60 cubits is the diameter of Stonebenge, 60
more reaches the inner edge of the circular ditch of the court. The ditch ori-
ginally was near 30 cubits broad, but thro’ long traét of time, and the infini-
ty of coaches, horfes, &c. coming every day to fee the place, ’tis levell’d very
much. The intire diameter of the court, reaching to the outward verge of the
ditch, is 4 times 60 cubits, which is about 410 foot. The five outer circles
of the ditch are ftruck with a radius of 80, go, 100, 110, 120 cubits.
Juft upon the inner verge of the ditch, at the entrance from the avenue, lies
a very large flone, at prefent flat on the ground. Mr. Webb, p. 57. pretends
to give us the meafure of it, confounding it with the other two before-men-
tion’d to be within the va/fum, to which they have no relation, no fimilarity
in proportion. ‘This is to favour his notion of three entrances of the ares, de-
ndant upon his hypothefis of equilateral triangles. He there tells us at the
gtter F, ¢ the parallel ftones on the infide of the trench were four foot broad
« and three foot thick; but they lie fo broken and ruin’d by time, that their
« proportion in height cannot be diftinguifh’d, much lefs exactly meafurd.”
Thus he, but ’tis fnvita Minervd ; for all three ftones, in all appearance, are
as little alter’d from their firft fize, as any ftones in the work. The two ftones
within the vallum are very fmall ftones, and ever were fo. The one ftands;
the other leans a little, probably from fome idle people digging about it. This
ftone at the entrance is a very great one, near as big as any one of the whole
work, and feems too as little alter'd from its original form : only thrown down
perhaps by the like foolith curiofity of digging near it. Inftead of #ebd’s four
foot broad, it’s near feven: but to fpeak in the Druid meafure, four cubits. It
is at prefent above 20 foot long. - If it ftood originally, and a little leaning, it
was one of thofe ftones which the #elfb call crwm lechen, or bowing-ftones.
However, Mr. Webb mutt falfify the truth very much, in making this and the
two former any thing alike in dimenfion, fituation and ufe. But he does fo,
much more in the next, which is doubtlefs a crwm lche, ftill ftanding in its
original pofture and place in the avenue. ’Tis of much the like dimenfion as
the other, tho’ not fo fhapely, and ftands in like manner on the left hand, or
fouth, of the middle line, of the length of the avenue. I furmife, the Dru-
ids confider'd the propriety of making the other a little more fhapely than this,
becaufe within the area, and nearer the facred fabric. There is the diftance of
119 feet between them, to {peak properly, 8o cubits. Thisinterval Mr. Webb
contras to about 43 foot, and fuppofes there was another ftone to anfwer it on
the right hand, as alfo another to anfwer that on the infide the ditch. And he fup-
pofes the like of thofe before-mention’d, both within and without the ditch, at
his two fancy’d entrances. But of thefe, there is nec vola nec vefligium, and I
dare fay, never was., This ftone has a hole in it, which is obfervable of like
ftones, fet thus near our like temples: as we fhall fee in the progrefs of this
work. The ftone is of 24 foot in circumference, 16 high above ground, 9
broad, 6 thick. The ufe of it I mn’;‘certainly tell ; but Tam inclin’d to thit})l!ac,
' t

33

TAB.
XXIII,



34

STONEHENGE

that as part of the religious worfhip in old patriarchal times, confifted in a fo-
lemn adoration, or three filent bowings: the firft bowing might be perform’d
at this ftone, juft without the ditch, the fecond perhaps at the next ftone, juft
within the ditch. Then they turn’d by that ftone to the left hand, asthe man-
per was, in a proceffion round the temple, both the priefts and animals for facri-
fice. At thofe two ftones and water-vafes, probably there were fome wathings,
Juftrations, or fprinklings with holy water, and other ceremonies, which I
don’t pretend to afcertain. Then upon the entry into the temple, perhaps
they made the third bow, as in prefence of the Deity. After this, in the court,
we may fuppofe the priefts prepar’d the hecatombs and cuftomary facrifices.
If that great ftone juft within the ditch, always lay, as it does now, flaton the
ground, and iz fitu, (whichIam not unwilling to believe) then, I apprehend,
it was a table for drefling the victims. Ezekiel, in defcribing the temple of
Ferufalem, {peaks of fuch in the entry, Xl 30, 40,41, 42, 43.

*Tis juft to think, the ancient form of facrificing here, like that of the Ro-
mans, Greeks or elder nations, was pretty much the fame as that among the
Fews, and that as in patriarchal times ; and in fhort, no other than the origi-
nal practice of mankind, fince the firft inftitution of facrifices, at the fall.
Therefore we {hall fubjoin it from Homer's defcription, in Iliad 1. It quadrates
extremely well, in all appearance, with the place and temple before us.

Straightway in hafte, a chofen hecatomb

To God, prepard, the well-built altar round,
They place in order. Then their hands they wath,
And take the falted meal. Aloud the prieft,

With hands uplifted, for the affembly prays.

After the prayers, they wav'd the falted meal,

And then retiring flay the animals.

The fkins being ftript, they cut off both the thighs,
And cover them with cawl; firft offerd crude.

The prieft then burns a part on plates, + thereon red wine,
Libation pourd. The miniftring young men
Stand by him, with their five-fold {pits in hand.
But when the thighs are burnt, out of the reft
Entrails and flefh, harflets and ftakes they make,
Upon the fpits transfixt. Then roafted well

They fet all forth.  After the duty done;

A feaft they next prepare.  Plenty of food
Diftributed around, chearful repaft.

Banquet being o're, the youths huge goblets crown,
And fill to all in cups. 'Then facred hymns

Sung to the Deity, conclude the day.

+ In another place he adds,

With choice cloven bits of wood,
Without leaves

Thefe are moft ancient rites, fymbolical of the purity of the facrifice of the
Mzfjiab, pointed at by, and derivid from the Mo/aic difpenfation, where every
thing of facred purpofe was to be perfect.

Thus much is fufficient to give the reader an idea of the ancient manner of
facrificing, fuch, no doubt as was practis'd at this very place entirely the He-
brew rite. 1 fuppofe only the priefts and chief perfonages came within the grea,
who made the proceffion with the facrifices along the avenue. The multitude
kept without, on foot or in their chariots,

: "CHAP.
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CHAP VIL
Of the Avenue to Stonchenge.

HE Avenue of Stonchenge was never obferv’d by any who have wrote
of it, tho’ a very elegant part of it, and very apparent. It anfwers, as
we have faid before now, to the principal line of the whole work, the north-
eaft, where abouts the fun rifes, when the days are longeft. Plutarch in the
life of Numa fays, the ancients obferv’d the rule of fetting their temples, with
the front to meet the rifing fun. Promachidas of Heracleum, and Dionvfius
Thrax take notice of the fame thing. And this was done in imitation of the
Mpyfaic tabernacle and Solmon’s temple: probably a patriarchal rite. This
avenue extends itfelf, fomewhat more than 1700 feet, ina ftrait line, down to
the bottom of the valley, with a delicate defcent: 1 obferve the earth of the
ditches is thrown inward, and feemingly fome turf on both fides, thrown upon the
avenue: to raife it a little above the level of the downs. The twoditches con-
tinue perfectly parallel to the bottom, 40 cubitsafunder. About midway, there is
a pretty depreflure, natural, which diverfifies it agreeably. Stonebenge, 1 faid, is
not on the higheft part of the hill. 1 found, the reafon, why the Druids fet it
juft where it is; becaufe it is precifely 1000 cubits from the bottom to the en-
trance of the garea. When I began my inquiries into this noble work, I
thought it terminated here, and Mr. Roger Gale and myfelf meafurd it fo far
with a chain. Another year, I found it extended itfelf much farther. For
at the bottom of the valley, it divides into two branches. The eaftern branch
goes a long way hence, directly eaft pointing to an ancient ford of the river Avon,
called Radfin, and beyond that the vifto of it bears dire¢tly to Harradon hill
‘beyond the river. The weftern branch, from this termination at the bottom
of the hill 1000 cubits from the work at Stonebenge, as we faid, goes off with
a fimilar fweep at firft; but then it does not throw itfelf into a ftrait line im-
mediately, as the former, but continues curving along the bottom of the hill,
till it meets, what I call, the cxr/is. 'This likewifc is a new unobferv'd curio-
fity belonging to this work, and very much enlarges the idea we ought to en-
tertain, of the 'magnificence and prodigious extent of the thing. The temple
which we have been hitherto defcribing, confiderable indeed as it really is, in
itfelf; yet now aprears as a fmall part of the whole. I fhall therefore defcribe
all thefe parts feparately, to render them more intelligible: and then fhow
their connection, and what relation they have, to one another, as well as I
can. Butitis noteafy to enter at once, into the exceeding greatnefs of thought,
which thefe people had, who founded it; bringing inall the adjacent country,
the whole of nature hereabouts, to contribute its part to the work. Therefore
I fhall difcourfe of it backward and forward; firft going from Stonebenge to its
termination, or more properly its beginning, and then return again. Explain-
ing all the way, what is its prefent condition, and what, ’tis reafonable to fup-
pofe, was its original, when the Druids made their firft defign. This together
with the feveral views I have drawn of it, will give us nearly as good a notion cf
the whole, as we can at thisday expe&, and perhaps preferve the memory of
it hereafter, when the traces of this mighty work are obliterated with the
plough, which it is to be fear'd, will be its fate. That inftrument gaining
ground too much, upon the ancient and innocent paftoritial life; hereabouts,
and everywhere elfe in England: and by deftructive inclofures beggars and de-
populates the country. :
At the bottom of the valley, and the end of the ftrait part of Stonchenge
avenue, 1000 cubits from Stomebenge, as we faid, the eaftern wing of the

avenue turns off to the right, with a circular fweep, and then in a ftrait
line
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line proceeds eaftward up the hill. It goes juft between thofe two moft con-
fpicuous groups of barrows, crowning the ridg of that hill eaftward of Stone-
henge; between it and Vefpafian’s camp, feparated from them both by a deep
valley on eachfide. Thefe two groups of barrows are called generally the feven
king’s graves, each. Icall that moft northerly, the old feven kings graves,
for there are really 7, tho’ but 6 moft apparent; they are all fet at greater di-
ftance, all broader, flatter, and as it is moft reafonable to fuppofe, older than
the other. The other are fet clofer together, of a more elegantly turn’d figure,
campaniform, and in all appearance, much later than the former. Therefore
I call thefe, being fouthwatd and directly between Stonelenge and the town of
Ambrefbury, the new feven kings barrows. Of the feven old, the moft nor-
therly one and probably the oldeft, is exceeding flat and as it were, almoft
funk into the earth with age; fo that it is fcarce vifible ata diftance. The
avenue runs up to the top of the hill, juft between them: and they make as
it were wings to it, and I believe were defign’d as fuch, when fet there. When
the avenue firft turns off in the valley, it is much obfcurd by the wheels
of carriages going over it, for a great way together: for this is the road to La-
vington. Neverthelefs a curious eye, without difficulty, fees all the traces of
it fufficiently, till it is got higher up the caty afcent of the hill, and out of the
common road. Then it is very apparent and confifts of the two little ditches
as before, (when coming directly from Stvichenge) exally parallel, and ftill
40 cubits afunder.  And it is made with the fame degree of variation, or about
6 degrees fouthward from the true eaft point. So that it is evident again,
the Druids intended it thould go full eaft, but their compafs by which they
fet it, varied fo much at that time, according to my opinion of the matter.
To perpetuate the mark of it as much as I'can: I meafured the diftance of it
from the fouthern ditch thereof, to the ditch of the neareft 7. e. moft nor-
therly of the new 7 kings barrows, and when in the right line of thofe 7 barrows:
itis 257 feet. I know not whether there was any defign in it, but itis exacly
150 cubits. From the northern ditch of the avenue here, to the neareft of the
old feven kings barrows, is 3 5o foot; which is exactly 200 cubits.

Whilft we are here upon the elevation of this hill, between thefe two groups
of barrows, "tis 2700 feet from the beginning of this wing of the avenue at
the bottom of the valley, where it commences. It ftill continues in the very
fame direCtion eaftward, till unfortunately broke off by the plow’d ground,
300 feet from hence. This plow’d ground continues for a mile together, as
far as the river’s fide at Amberfbury. So that ’tis impoffible to trace it any far-
ther. ‘The firft plow’d field, that fouthward, is Mr. Hayward's; the other is
of a different eftate, calld Countefsfarm. And the plowing of thefe two go
on at right angles one of another. That fPicce on the north fide of the avenue,
of the latter tenure, goes along the line of the avenue, is long and narrow, and
has (as ufual with greedy farmers) encroach’d upon and fwallow’d up fo much
of the length of the avenue. And that amounts to 750 feet more in length,
which muft certainly be added to the avenue, This is all along the eaftern
declivity of the hill we are upon, that of the twice feven kings graves, and
reaches near the bottom of the valley, between it and the hill whereon ftands
Vefpafian’s camp. Now reafon and the judgment I have got in converfing with
works of thiskind, tell me, the founders would never begin this avenue at the
bottom of a valley, but rather on a confpicuous height, which is vifible from a
great diftance of country round. 'We muft fuppofe the intent of the avenne
was to diret the religious proceffion to the temple ; and that at the beginning
of it, they made fires early in the morning of that day, when they held their
grand feftivals, to give notice to all the adjacent country. Therefore when we
crofs this valley flill eaftward, with the former direction of the compafs, and
mount that next hill, whereon ftands Vepafian’s camp: we find exadlly fuch
a place as we could with, and extremely fuitable to that purpofe. For it com-
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mands a very extenfive profpe& both upwards and downwards of the river,
and on the other fide of it, t%‘:' many miles; all about that part of the country
where it is highly reafonable to think the old Britons livid, who frequented
this temple. This eminence is north of Vepafian’s camp, north-weit from
Ambrefoury church. Here is a very large fcene of the country taken in. It
has a fine gentle rife for half a mile and more, even quite from the ford at
Radfin. You fee the moft delightful river 4von flank’d with villages on both
fides, from almoft as far as new Sarum, and then to the head of it, § miles
off. It was the cuftomof the Druids to give notice, by fires, of the quarterly
days of facrifice. ‘Thus the Druids in Ireland before chriftianity, us'd to kin-
dle a fire call'd in their language Tlachdgha, on Al faints eve, to perform a
general facrifice : as Mr. L/wyd mentions in his Jrifb dictionary. Mr. Toland
fpeaks of others too. I obferv’d there has been a bank acrofs the bottom of the
valley, for the more eafy paffage of the religious ceremony, and this much
corroborates my conjeture of the avenue reaching hither.

Plate XXIV. explains all that I have laft faid about this avenue, and fhews
its dire€ion to Haradon Hill, on the other fide the river.

I am apt to believe from the conformity I have obferv'd in thefe works,
that there was a facellum or little temple here upon this hill, where the
avenue began. 'We fuppofe this might eafily be deftroy’d when they began to
plow here, being {o near the town. T have found feveral of thefekind of large
ftones, either travelling to Stonebenge, or from it. One as big as any at Store-
benge, lies about 3 milesoff northward, in Durington ficlds. Another in the
water at Milford, another at Fighelden; they feem to have been carried back
to make bridges, mildams or the like, in theriver. There is another in the
London road, ealt from Amb;l{/bury, about 2 mile from the town. Another
in the water at Bulford. A ftone ftands leaning at Prefbute farm near the
church, as big as thofe at Stonchenge. What confirms me in the conjeGture
that there was a facellum here originally, is, that an innumerable company of
barrows on the oppofite hill, on the other fide of the river coming down Hara-
don, and in the line of the avenue feem to regard it; as is ufual in thefe works.
For thofe barrows are not in fight of Stonehenge itfelf, by reafon of the inter-
pofition of the hill whereon ftand the double groups of feven king’s graves.
And even thofe two groups feem to regard this little temple as well as the great
one, curving that way. The diftance from hence to Stonehenge is 4000 cu-
bits.

In order to have a juft notion of this avenue, it is neceflary to go to the neigh-
bouring height of Haradon hill, on the other fide the river. The largeft bar-
row there, which I call Hara’s and which probably gave name to the hill, is in
the line of the avenue; the ford of Radfin lying between, as we fee in the laft
Plate. 11tood upon this hill May 11. 1724. during the total eclipfe of the
fun, of whichI gave an accountin my [tinerarium. Here is 2 moft noble
view of the work and country about Stonehenge. Whoever is upon the fpot
cannot fail of a great pleafure in it; efpecially if the fun be low, either after
rifing or before fetting. For by that means the barrows, the only ornaments of
thefe plains, become very vifible, the ground beyond them being illuminated
by the funs flaunting rays. You fee as far as Clay-bill beyond Warminfler 20
‘milesoff.  Youfee the fpot of ground on the hill, whereon ftands Vefpafian’s
camp, where IconjeCture the avenue to Stonebenge began, and where there was
a facellum, as we conceive. From hence to that fpot a valley leads very com-
modioufly to Radfin, where the original ford was. :

This Radfin-farm {eems to retain its Celtsc name: meaning a ford or paffage
for chariots, the old way of carriage here ufed. Rbedeg currere, rhedegfain
curfitare, in Irifb reathaim. Fin in the old Irib, is white. It regards the
chalky road which went up from the ford. ’Tis a pretty place, feated in a
flexure of the river, which from hence feems to bend its arms both ways, to

L : embrace

TAB.
XX1V.

Tas.
XXIV.

Tas.
XXVI.



38

Tas XXV,

Tas.
XXVI.

XXVIL

Tas.
XXIV.,

XXVIIL

STONEHENGE

embrace the beginning of the avenue. ‘The place is very warm, thelter'd from
all winds, and efpecially from the north. I am perfuaded it was originally a
feat of an Archdruid or Druid. See Mr. To/and difcourfing of the Druids hou-
{es, p. 111.  The nuns of Ambrefbury too had a chapel there. The ford is
now quite difus'd, becaufe of the bridge by the town’s end ; and the road of it
is foreclos’d by hedgerows of paftures on both fides the lane, leading north-
wards from Ambrefbury to north Wiltfbire. This road lying between Radfin
and the beginning of Stonehenge avenue, is fweetly adorn’d with viorna, We
are fuppofed now to ftand on the zumulus of Hara, an old Irifb royal name,
and poffibly the king who was coadjutor in founding Stonehenge, who lived, it’s
likely, in the eaftern part of Wiltfbire: for which reafon they direGted the

avenue this way.
Et nunc fervat honos fedem, tuus, cffaque nomen.

Here are very many barrows upon this fide of the hill, all looking toward the
facred work. Hence we furvey Ambrefbury, Vefpafian’s camp, and Stonchenge,
the curfis, and little Ambrefbury. Likewife a very ancient barrow which an-
fwers to that of Vefpafiar’s camp, feeming to be plac’d here with fome regulari-
ty and regard to the facellum at the beginning of the avenue. This is a long
barrow, which I fuppofe the Archdruids who liv'd at Radfin, and perhaps the
chief perfon concern’d in projecting the magnificent work. The reader muft

'indulge me the liberty of thefe kind of conjectures; there is no evidence pofi-

tive left in fuch matters of great antiquity. I have fome little reafon for it,
which I fhall mention when we fpeak of the barrows. There is this prefent
ufe, to aflix thereby names to things, that we may talk more intelligibly about

them.
We are next to advance down Haradon-hill in the fame dire&ion, nearcr

Radfin, from whence I drew Plate XXV. This valley leads us very gently to
the river,

Qua f¢ fitbducere colles
Incipiunt, mollique jugum demittere clivo

Ufque ad aquam.

Virg.

This and the two views in Plate XX V1. give us a good notion of the country
on this fide. There are feven barrows together, in the road from Amébrefbury
to Radfin, one great one and fix little ones, which regard the face/lum, but
cannot poflibly to Stonehenge. This was a family burying-place probably of
fome confiderable perfonage, who liv'd at Ambrefbury. Thefe plates fhow us
too, the avenue marching up the next hill, where the old and new feven kings
barrows receive it again, as wings to it. This is thown more diftin& in the
next plate, Tas. XXVII where the corn ground has began to encroach upon
it, I could fcarce forbear the with,

Pereat labor irritus anni.

When you are gone a little farther toward Stonchenge, and arriv'd at the top of
the hill, if you turn back you have the view prefented to you like that Tas.
XXIV. beyond A the beginning of the avenue, is Radfin, beyond that Hara-
don. 'The profpect forward, toward Stomebenge, is thown Tas. XXVIIL
There you fee the union of the two wings of the avenue, at the commence-
ment of the ftrait part of it C. Again, you may obferve the nature of the weft
wing of the avenue, going with a continued curve round the bottom of the
hill, till it enters the Hippodrom or curfus. At a diftance you fee Yanfbury
camp, thought to be another of Vefpafian’s. Next you defcend into the val-

ley to the union of the wings of the avenue, and afcend the agreeable part
of
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of it, to the temple. Along here went the facred pomp. How would it de-
light one to have feen it in its firft {plendor!

Fam nunc folennes ducere pompas
Ad delubra juvat, cafofjue videre juvencos. Virg,

I have often admir'd the delicacy of this afcent to the temple. As foon as
you mount from the bottom, ’tis level for a great way together : and the whole
};ngth of it is a kind of ridge, for it flopes off both ways from it on each fide ;
{o that the rain runs off every way. Juft about half way there is a depreflure,
as a paufe or foot pace, thowing one half of the avenue afcending, the other
defcending, both magnificent, in the ancient gufto. There was a temple of
Fupiter Labradeus near Mylafa a city of Caria, much frequented. The
way leading thither was called facred, and pav'd 60 furlongs, thro’ which
their proceflion went.  Philgftratus fays, you went to the temple of Diana at
Epbefus, by a ftone portico of a fladium. Paufanias in Phocicis fays, the
avenue to the temple of Minerva Cranea near Elatea is afcending, but fo gent-
ly that it is imperceptible. Again in Chap. X. we read of a pavd way, to
the oracle at Delphos. But the natural pavement of our avenue is much finer.
I take notice, that Fupiter Labradeeus wasa ftatue holding a halbard in his
hand, which inftrument like a fcuris or amazonian ax, was as a fceJter to the
Lydian kings. And apparently our Engli/b halbard is the very word, with
- an afperate way of pronunciation prefix’d, Labrada. So our Druids carried
about a fharp brafs inftrument which we often find, call’'d a celt; (I know not
whence) with which they us'd to cut the Mi/letor, at their great feftival in mid-
. winter. I have reprefented one hanging at our Druids girdle, in TaB. I it Taz. L
was to be put into the {lit at the end of his ftaff, when ufed. But of this here-
after. Now with the Poet in his celebrated Ode

Quibus
Mos unde deductus per omne
Tempus, Amazonia fecuri
Dextras obarmet, querere diffuli:

Nec feire fas eft omnia Horat.

being arriv'd again at Stonehenge, from the laft print, Tas. XXVIIL though T4,
fmall, we may fee the beauty of the curve in the outer circle of that work, XXVIIL
efpecially from the avenue, when the eye is below it. 'We obferve the fame
in the grand front view. TaB. V. Tas. V.
And now we are return’d to the facred fabric, we will difcourfe a little upon
thefe temples in general, and fo conclude this chapter.
In Macrob. Saturn. 1. 18. mention is made of a famous round temple in
Tbrace, where they celebrate moft magnificent religious rites. It is upon the
hill Zi/miffus. The temple is open at top. I fuppofe like ours, not a little
round hole like as in the Pantheon, nor is it a {mall round facellum like thofe
little round temples at Rome to Romulus, to Vefia, &c. It is not reafonable to
think they thould build a Pantheonin Thrace, nor can I underftand it otherwife,
than that, it was like our Sfomebenge, and in truth an ancient patriarchal
ftructure of a primitive model. 'The Deity here worthipp'd was call'd Saba-
zius fays he, fome make him Fupiter, fome the fun, fome Bacchus. Thefe
are the firft perverfions of the ebovabof the Fews. In my Judgment, the
name Sabazius is a corruption of the Hebrew name of God ninay fzbaoth,
Deus exercituum, a title that would well fuit the warlike Thracians. In time
Idolatry debafed every thing. When they perform’d the religious rites of
Bacchus, they cried Evobe, Sabbai, and call’d him Evius, Evan, Sabazius, &c.

Lvoke is a corrupt manner of pronouncing ms Febovab, and this facred cry is
truly
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. truly no other than what frequently occurs in holy feripture, PINIF MAY 7,1, ‘l

wab Sabaoth. He is the king of -glory,- Pfalm xxiv. 10. But I have difcourfcd
on this head in my Paleographia Sacra Ne 1. which will be continued.
Diodorus Siculus in his Book II. mentions a very eminent témple of a round
form, among the Hyperboreans, as he calls them,. who inhabit an ifland fitu-
ate in the ocean over-againft Gau/, which is notlefs than Siczly. He gives an

"odd account from thence mix’d with fable, and feemingly fome reports of Stone-
“benge itfelf. N '

Mr. Toland is confident, this hyperborean region is our Sc’etland ifles,

.whence Abaris the Druid and hyperborean philofopher, famous in Grecian ftory.
“Whilft I am writing this, March 6. 1739-40. we had an account read before

the Royal Socicty, much confirming Mr. Toland’s notion ; fpeaking of the ad-
mirable temperature of the air there, not fubjett to fuch extremities, fuch fud-

-den changes, - as even in Britain itfelf. . There are fuch templesas ours there.

.- Arnobius in VI. fpeaking of-the origin of temples, « We don’t, fays he,

‘« make temples to the Gods, as if we defign’d to {helter them from the rain, -

~¢the wind,- the fun: but that we may therein prefent ourfelves before them, -
: ¢ and by our prayers, after a fort, fpeak to them as if prefent.” We may well

-affirm this of our temple, built after the manner of the patriarchal ones, tho’

probably an improvement, and fomewhat more magnificent. Ours confifts of

two ovals and two circles. Many in our ifland, which I fuppofe older than

Stonebenge, confift of one oval, or niche-like figure made of three ftones only,
(of which our adyfum is a more magnificent fpecimen) and a circle of rude -
ftones fix’d in the ground; of which our work, crown’d with a circular cof-

nith, is a more magnificent ffecimen. Sometime I meet with a niche without
a circle, fometime a circle without a niche. We may well fay, the circle is
analogous to our chapels, churches, or cathedrals, according to their different
magnitude ; the niches correfpond to our choirs, altars,”and more facred part

of the facred building, the more immediate place of the refidence of the Deity.

They are what now the Turks and' Arabians call the kebla, derivid, as we faid
before, from the patriarchal practice, and particularly from the great patriarch
Abrabam. 1 doubt not but the altars which he and his pofterity made, men-
tion'd in fcripture, were a ftone upon the ground before three fet in a niche-
like figure, and the whole inclos'd in a circle of ftones. At other times they fet
only one ftone for a kebla, as fometime our anceftors did likewife. This pradtice
was propagated generally. among all ancient nations. Among many it was forgot-
ten, or not practifed, where they had but little religion at all. Among others,
after idolatry had prevail'd with them, they thought all former manners of

" worthip like their own, and miftook the ftones which were £eb/a’s or places of’
-worthip, for the objects of worfhifl;. Hence Maximus of Tyre fays, the Ara-

bians worthipp'd he knew not what, for he faw only a great ftone. Which,

'no doubt, was the Zeb/a toward which they directed their devotion, as they
“had learnt from Abrabam, or the like patriarchal anceftors. So Paufanias in

Achaicis fays, the ancient Greeks worthipp’d unhewn ftones inftead of ftatues;
more particularly among the Pharii, near the ftatue of Mercury, were 30
fquare ftones, which they worfhipp'd. If our author could not make his nar-

ration agreeable to common fenfe, he might well miftake this ancient patriar-
“chal temple, fomewhat like ours of Stonehenge, for a circle of deities: he
~himfelf being a ftranger to any other than image-wotfhip. I fhall handle this
* matter more largely hereafter, and now let us defcend again from the temple to
“the curfus. Only I would clofe this chapter with this fhort reflection. This
.avenue is proof enough (if there needed any) that our work is a temple, not
*a monument, as fome writers would have it, But it requires no formal confu-
-tation, S '

CHAP.
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CHAP IX

Of the Curfus. Games exercis'd on holy fefiivals. The Druids
underflood geometry.

BOUT balf a mile north of Stonebenge, acrofs the firft valley, is the
curfus or bippodrom, which I difcover'd auguft 6. 1723. ’Tis a noble
monument of antiquity: and illuftrates very much the preceding account of
Stonzhenge. It was the univerfal cuftom, to celebrate games, fealts, exercifes
and fports, at their more publick and folemn meetings to facrifice. Which was
done quarterly and anniverfarily, at certain ftated feafons of the year. Macrob.
Satur. 1. fays, “ Upon holy days dedicated to the gods, there are facrifices,
¢ feafts, games and feftivals. For a facred folemnity is, when facrifices are
 offer'd to the gods, or holy feaftings celebrated, or games perform’d to their
¢ honour, or when holy days are obferv’d.” This great work is included be-
tween two ditches running eaft and wett in a parallel, which are 3 50 foot afun-
der.  When I mention 3 50 foot, I fpeak in the grofs, and as we fhould fet it

41

down in an Englifb {cale: but if we look into Plate V1. where I have given a Tas, VI,

comparative view of our Engli/b foot, and the moft ancient cubit ; at firft fight
we difcern, this meafure means 200 of the Druid cubits. This curfis is a lit-
tle above 10000 foot long : that s, it is made of 6000 Druid cubits in length.
A moft noble work, contrivid to reach from the higheft ground of two hills,
extended the intermediate diftance over a gentle valley: fo that the whole cu7-
Jas lies conveniently under the eye of the moft numerous quantity of fpecta-
tors. 'To render this more convenient for fight, it is projeted on the fide of
rifing ground, chiefly looking fouthward toward Sfomebenge. A delightful

rofpect from the temple, when this vaft plain was crouded with chariots,
gorfcmen and foot, attending thefe folemnities, with innumerable multitudes!
This curfus, which is two miles long, has two entrances (as it were:) gaps
being left in the two little ditches. And thefe gaps, which are oppofite to each
other, in the two ditches, are oppofite to the ftrait part of Stonehenge ave-
nue.

I mention’d before, that at the bottom of the ftrait part of Stonchenge ave-
nue, in the valley, the avenue divides itfelf into two parts. One goes dire&t-
ly eaft toward Radfin, the other goes northweftward, and enters our cur/is nearly
at the fame diftance weft from the gaps or entrances before-mention’d : as thofe
gaps are from the eaft end of the hippodrom. Thefe gaps being at a conveni-
ent diftance from that eaft end, may be thought to be in the nature of diftance
pofts. It feems to me, that the turf of the adjacent ground on both fides, has
been originally taken off, and laid on the whole length of this curfis, becaufe
it appears fomewhat higher in level. Tho’ this was an incredible labour, yet a
fine defign for the purpofe of running. The earth of the vallum is likewife
thrown inward.

The eaft end of the curfus is,compos’'d of a huge body of earth, a bank or
long barrow, thrown up nearly the whole breadth of the curfis. This feems
to be the plain of feflion, for the judges of the prizes, and chief of the fpecta-
tors. The weft end of the curfis is curv’d into an arch, like the end of the
Roman circus's. And there probably the chariots ran round, in order to turn
again. And there is an obfcure barrow or two, round which they return’d, as

© 1t were, a meta.

This is the fineft'piece of ground that can be imagin’d for the purpofe of a
horfe-race. 'The whole is commanded by the eye of a fpe@ator in any part.
In the middle is a valley, and pretty fteep at prefent: yet only fo, as that a
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Britifb charioteer may have a good opportunity of fhowing that dexterity,
fpoken of by Cez/ar. But the exquifite {oftnefs of the turf prevents any great
damage by a fall. The ground of it hereabouts declines fomewhat north-
ward. The main part of this bippodrom is upon a gentle ridge running eaft
and weft. This render’d the place cooler.

On the fouthern ridge, toward the weft end of it, are many confiderable
barrows: but none towards the eaft end, for that would obftruét the view of
Stonchenge. ‘There are many barrows but of no confiderable bulk, on the
north-fide, upon the extenfive afcent, toward the great north long barrow.
This magnificent work of the curfus is drawn due eaft and weft: except a
fmall variation of 4 or § degrees fouthward from the eaft. If we meafure
along the bank, from the eaftern meta, at 700 cubits exactly, we come over
againft the middle line of the ftrait part of the avenue to Stonehenge: 500 cu-
bits further condués us to the gaps or oppofite entrances, I before mention’d;
which we fuppofe as diftance pofts. The whole interval between the eaftern
meta and thefe gaps, is 1200 cubits. At 1000 cubits more, we come to the
place where the weft wing of the avenue enters the fouthern ditch of the cur-
Jus.  That weft wing too, isjuft 1000 cubits long to its union, with the ftrait
part of Stonehenge avenue. Likewife the ftrait part of Stonebenge avenue is juft
1000 cubits long, as mention’d in its proper place. This weft wing begins,
in the bottom of that valley, which croffes the middle of the cuz/ius and fweep-
ing along by the bottom of the hill, in a gentle curve, mects with the lower

" end of the ftrait part of Stonehenge avenue, where the wing or avenue unites

to it, with an equal angle. So that the whole work is laid out with great
judgment and fymmetry; and curioufly adapted to the ground, which was
well confider’d, before the plot was mark’d out, by the firft furveyors. From
the bottom of the valley crofling the middle of the cur/is, to the weftern meta
is 3800 cubits more, making in the whole 6000 cubits. The north end of
the eaftern mefa does not extend fo far as the northern bank of the curfis: 1
fuppofe, the reafon is, that there might be liberty that way, to ftop the horfes,
at theend of' the courfe. Therefore they fet out, on the fouth fide of the czr-
Jis and return’d by the north fide. I obferve the ditch and bank towards the
eaftern end of the curfis much obfcur’d, by the trampling of men and horfes,
frequenting the fpeGacles here: this being the moft throng’d.

The Curfus is directly north from Stonebenge: fo exactly, that the meridian
line of Stonehenge pafles precifely thro’ the middle of the Curfius. And when
we ftand in the grand entrance of Stonebenge and obferve the two extremities of
the Curfus the eaftern and weftern meta, they are each exactly 60 degrees from
the meridian line; on each hand: making a third part of the circle of the ho-
rizon. By which we fee, the Druids well underftood the geometry of a circle,
and its meafure of 360 parts.

Paufanias 7n Beotic. fays, ¢ among the Thebans, by the gate Pretis is the
¢ Gymnafium of folaus and likewife the fadium, which is a bank of earth
¢ thrown up, fuch as that at Olympia and of the Laurii. In the fame place is
¢ the heroical monument of folaus. A little beyond, to the right is the Azppo-
¢ drom, and in it Pindar’s monument. The fame author in Arcad. VIIL writes,
¢ that before the walls of Mantinea, in a field, was a ffadium made for horfe-
¢ races, in honour of Antinous. Not far from it was the temple of Neprunus
€ equefiris and others” So that we fee it was the manner of the ancient Greeks
thus to define their places for {ports by banks of earth, and that near their temples.

After the Romans had borrow’d the ufe of the Britifb chariots for travelling
and the like, they us'd them too in the Gircenfian games. Thus Sidonins Apol-
linaris his poem upon it, L. XXII.

Inflant verberibus fimul regentes,
Famque & petlora prona de covinno
Extenfi rapiuntur.

Again,
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Again,

Turic ceetus juvenum fed aulicorum

Elzi mulachra torva Car;zfi

Exercent, [patiantibus quadrigis.
tandem murmura buccine flrepentis
Sufpenjas tubicen vocans quadrigas,
Ejffundit celeres in arva currus.
Hinc agger fonat, binc Arar refultat,
Hinc fé f¢ pedes atque eques refletit,
Stridentum & moderator effedorum.

Such, we may well imagine, was the fcene of this place, in ancient days,
And as the poet mentions the river Arar, 1 may take notice, in paffing, that
I have feen, feveral other places of fports and racings, which I take to have
belong’d to the ancient Britons. As particularly thofe two great banks call'd
Rawdikes in the meadow near Leicefter, which> fpe&ators look on as unac-
countable. Another fuch work, I have feen in the meadow by Dorchefler,
the ancient Roman city and epifcopal fee, in Oxford/bire. Both are by the fide
of rivers. Another upon the river Lowther by Perith in Cumberland.

Thefe places by rivers, were more agreeable to the Gree# tafte, as in a hot-
ter country.  Another like place of fports, was in the chalky valley juft with-
out the town of Royffon, on the fouth fide of it, by the London road. The
old Roman road there, or Hermen-fireet pafles over one corner of the work,
as being of later date. I may, perhaps, defcribe thefe more largely, another
time. We read in Homer and Virg:l that races were celebrated at funerals.

CHAP X

Of the barrows, or fepulchral tumuli about Stonchenge. Gene-
rally fet in groups, which are family burial places; and in fight
of Stonehenge. They are fingle burial places. How the body
is pofited. What bas been found in digging into thefe bar-

7rows.

COME in the laft place to fpeak of the barrows, obfervable in great num-

bers, round Stonehenge. We may very readily count fifty at a time, in fight,
from the place; eafily diftinguifhable: but efpecially in the evening, when
the floping rays of the fun fhine on the ground beyond them. Thefe barrows
are the artificial ornaments of this vaft and open plain. And it is no fmall en-
tertainment for a curious perfon, to remark their beauties, their variety in form
and magnitude, their fituation. They are generally of a very elegant campa-
niforms thape, and done with great nicety. There is likewife a great variety in
their fhape, and turn, and in their diameters, in their manner of compofition.
In general, they are always upon elevated ground, and in fight of the tem-
ple of Stonchenge. For they all regard it.  This fhews, zbey are but fuperficial
infpeCtors of things, that fancy from hence, great battels on the plain; and
that thefe are the tumultuary burials of the flain. Quite otherwife; they are
afluredly, the fingle fepulchres of kings, and great perfonages, buried during
a confiderable fpace of time, and that in peace. There are many groups of

them together, and as family burial places; the variety in them, feems to indi-
‘ cate
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cate fome note of difference in the perfons there interr’d, well known in thofe
ages. Probably the priefts and laity were fomeway diftinguifh’d; as well as
different orders and ftations in them. Moft of the barrows have little ditches
around, extremely well defin'd,. In many is a circular ditch 6o cubits in dia-
meter, with a very fmall fumulus in the center. 60 or even 100 cubits is
a very common diameter in the large barrows. Often, they are fet in rows,
and equidiftant, {o as to produce a regular and pretty appearance, and with fome
particular regard to the parts of the temple, the avenues, or the curfis.
For inftance, where the avenue begins at the firft elevation, from Radfin ford,
advancing towards Stonebenge, feven large and flat old barrows are on the right
hand of the avenue, towards the eaft end of the curfis, feven large barrows
of a newer fhape, are on the left hand: both thefe groups before fpoken of,
are placd in a fimilar manner, in regard to the avenue, and as wings or
openings to it. Upon every range of hills, quite round Stonchenge, are fuccef-
five groups of barrows, for fome miles: and we may even obferve, that great
barrow by Lord Pembroke’s park at Wilton, which I call the tomb of Carviiius,
is fet within view of Stonehenge.

In 1722, my late Lord Pembroke, Easl Thomas, who was pleas'd to favour
my inquries at this place, open’d a barrow, in order to find the pofition of the
body obferv’d in thefe early days. He pitch’d upon one of thofe fouth of
Stonebenge, clofe upon the road thither from #7lton: and on the eaft fide of
theroad. ’Tis one of the double barrows, or where two are inclos'd in one
ditch: one of thofe, which I fuppofe the later kind, and of a fine turn’d bell-
fathion. It may be feen in Plate IX. On the weft fide, he made a fe&ion
from the top to the bottom, an intire fegment, from center to circumference.
The manner of compofition of the barrow was good earth, quite thro’, except -
a coat of chalk of about two foot thicknefs, covering it quite over, under the
turf. Hence it appears, that the method of making thefe barrows was to dig
up the turf for a great fpace round, till the barrow was brought to its intended
bulk. Then with the chalk, dug out of the environing ditch, they powderd
it all over. So that for a confiderable time, thefe barrows muft have look’d
white: even for fome number of years. And the notion of fanéity annex’d

to them, forbid people trampling on them, till perfeétly fettled and turf’d over.

TaABs.
XXXII.

Hence the neatnefs of their form to this day. At the top or center of this
barrow, not above three foot under the furface, my Lord found the fkeleton
of the interr'd; perfet, of a reafonable fize, the head lying toward Stonelenge,
or northward. .

The year following, in order to profecute this inquiry, by my Lord’s order,
I begun upon a barrow north of Stonebenge, in that group fouth of the curfis.
*Tis one of the double barrows there: and the more eafterly, and lower of the
two: likewife fomewhat lefs. It was reafonable to believe, this was the fepul-
ture of a man and his wife: and that the lefler was the female: and fo it
provid, at leaft a daughter. We made a large cut on the top from eaft to
weft. After the turf taken off, we came to the layer of chalk, as before, then
fine garden mould. About three foot below the furface, a layer of flints, hu-
mouring the convexity of the barrow. Thefe flints are gather'd from the fur-
face of the downs in fome places, efpecially where it has been plow’d. This
‘being about a foot thick, refted on a layer of foft mould anothe. ‘oot : in which
was inclos’d an urn full of bones. This urn was of unbak’d - v, of a dark
reddith colour: crumbled into pieces. It had been rudely wrou  t with fmall
mouldings round the verge, and other circular channels on the .. tfide, with
feveral indentures between, made with a pointed tool, as depicted in Plate
XXXII. where I have drawn all the forts of things found in this barrow. The
bones had been burnt, and crouded all together in a little heap, not fo much
as a hat crown would contain. The collar bone, and one fide of the under-
jaw are grav'd in their true magnitude, It appears to have been a girl of about

14
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14 tﬁears old, by their bulk and the great quantity éf female ornaments mix'd
with the bones, all which we gather'd. Beads of all forts, and in great num-
ber, of glafs of divers colours, moft yellow, one black. Many fingle, many
in long pieces notch’d between, - {o as to refemble a firing of beads, and thefe
were generally of a blue colour. There were many of amber, of all fhapes
and fizes, flat fquares, long {quares, round, oblong, little and great. Like~
wife many of earth, of different fhapes, magnitude and colour, fome litile and
white, many large and flattifh like a button, others like a pully. But all had
holes to run a ftring thro’, either thro’ their diameter, or fides. Many of the
button fort feem to have been cover'd with metal, there being a rim work’d in
them, wherein to turn the edge of the covering. One of thefe was coverd
with a thin film of pure gold. Thefe were the young lady’s ornaments. And
had all undergone the fire: fo that what would eafily confume fell to pieces as
foon as handled. Much of the amber burnt half thro’. This perfon was a
heroin, for we found the head of her javelin in brafs. At bottom are two holes
for the pins that faftned it to the ftaff. Befides, there was a fharp bodkin,
round at one end, fquare at the other, where it went into a handle. 1 ftill
preferve whatever is permanent of thefe trinkets. But we recompos'd the afhes
of the illuftrious defunét, and cover'd them with earth. Leaving vifible marks
at top, of the barrow having been open’d, to diffuade any other from again
difturbing them: and this was our practice in all the reft.

Then we op’d the next barrow to it, inclos'd in the fame ditch, which we
fuppos'd the hutband or father of this lady. At fourtcen inches decp, the
mould being mix’d with chalk, we came to the intire fkeleton of a man.
The fkull and all the bones exceedingly rotten and perifl'd, thro’ length of
time. ‘Tho’ this was a barrow of the lateft fort, as we conjecture. The body
lay north and fouth, the head to the north, as that Lord Peméroke open’d.

Next, I went weftward, to a group of barrows whence Stonebenge bears eaft
north-eaft. Here is a large barrow ditch’d about, but of an ancient make. On
that fide next Stonchenge are ten lefler, {fmall, and as it were crouded together.
South of the great one is another barrow, larger than thofe of the group, but
not equalling the firft. It would feem, that a man and his wife were bury’d
in the two larger, and that the reft were of their children or dependants. One
of the fmall ones, 20 cubits in diameter, I cut thro’, with a pit nine foot in
diameter, to the furface of the natural chalk, in the center of the barrow ;
where was a little hole cut. A child’s body (as it feems) had been burnt here,
and cover'd up in that hole: but thro’ the length of time confum’d. From
three foot deep, we found much wood afhes foft and black as ink, fome little
bits of an urn, and black and red earth very rotten. Some fmall lumps of
earth red as vermilion: fome flints burnt thro’. Toward the bottom a great
quantity of athes and burnt bones. From this place I could count 128 bar-
rows in fight. Sce a vaft multiplicity of ’em, Tas. XXXI. - _

Going from hence more foutherly, there is a circular difh-like cavity dug in
the chalk, 60 cubits in diameter, like a barrow revers'd. *Tis near a great bar-
row, the leaft of the fouth-weftern group, ’Tis between it, and what I call
the bufhbarrow, fet with thorn-trees, TaB. XXXII.  This cavity is feven feet
deep in the middle, extremely well turn’d, and out of it, no doubst, the adja-
cent barrow is dug. The ufe of it feems to have been a place for facrificing and
feafting in memory of the dead, as was the ancient cuftom. "Tis all overgrown
with that pretty fhrub erica vulgaris, now in flower, and fmelling like honey.
‘We made a large crofs fetion in its center upon the cardinal points; we found
nothing but a bit of red earthen pot. ’

We dug up one of thofe I call Druid’s barrows, a fmall tump inclosd in a
large circular ditch. I chofe that next to buthbarrow, weftward of it. Stone-
benge bears hence north-eaft. We made a crofs fection ten foot each way,
three foot broad over its center, upon the cardinal points, At length we found

N ' a fquarith
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= Iquarith hole cut into the folid chalk, in the center of the fumulus. It was
three foot and a half, 7. e. two cubits long, and near two foot broad, 7.e. one
cubit: pointing to Stonchenge direGly: It was a cubit and half decp from the
furface. This was the domus exilis Plutonia coverd with artificial earth, not
above a foot thick from the furface. In this little grave we found all the burnt
bones of a man, but no figns of an urn.  The bank of the circular ditch is on
the outfide, and is 12 cubits broad. - The ditch is 6 cubits broad (the Druid’s
ftaff) the area is 70 cubits in diameter. The whole 100. -
I open’d another of thefe of like dimenfions, next to that Lord Pembroke fir
open’d, fouth of Szomebenge. We found a burnt body in a hole in the chalk,
as before. - Mr. Roger Gale was with me. .
In fome other barrows I open’d, were found large burnt bones of horfes and
dogs, along with human. Alfo of other animals as feem’d; of fowl,- hares,
boars, deer, goats, or the like. - And in a great and very flat old fafhion’d bar-
row, weft from Stonehenge, among fuch matters, I found bits of red and blue
marble, chippings of the ftones of the temple. So that probably the interrd
was one of the builders.. Homer tells us of Achilles {laying horfes and dogs, at
the funeral of his friend Patroclus. -
Lord Pembroke told me of a brafs fword dug up in a barrow here, which was
fent to Oxford. In that very old barrow near little Amberfbury, was found a
very large brafs weapon of 20 pounds weight, like a pole-ax. - Said to be given
to col. #yndbam. In the great long barrow fartheft north from Stonebenge, which .
I call north long barrow, and-fuppofd to be an Archdmid’s, was found one
of thofe brafs inftruments call'd celts,- which I hold to belong to the Druids,
wherewith they cut off the mifletoe, as before mention’d. Mr. Stallard of
Amberfbury. gave it to Lord Burlington, now in Sir Hans Shane’s cabinet: 13
incheslong. They duga cell in a barrow eaft of Amber/bury, and it was in=
habited for fome time. There they found all the bones of a horfe. ‘This is
the fum of what is moft material, that fell within my obfervation, relating to
the barrows about Stonchenge. 'We find evidently, thefe ancient nations had
the cuftom of burning their dead bodies, probably before the name of Rome.
So lachrymatories we read of in fcripture, ancienter than Greek or Roman times,
Pfalm lvi. 8. ' : ‘
TaB. XXXI. the barrows in Lake-fic/d. ‘This is as a church-yard, the bu-
rial-place of fome town, or large family. - I mention’d before, that the ditches
obfervable here, are bounds of parifhes, hundreds or lordthips. The country-
men fometime call this group, the prophets barrows. Becaufe the French pro-
phets 30 years ago, fet up a ftandard on the largeft barrow, and preach’d ta
the enthufiaftic multitude. . :
Tas. XXXIII. bufh-barrow, a barrow planted by the thepherds. *Tis fouth
of Stonebenge, and commands a pleafant profpect of the temple, the curfis, the
avenue, and of all the barrows arounds this plain. You fee the hills a little on
this fide Abury, whereon runs the Wanjdike, the boundary of the Belgic
kingdom. Co ~ ~ ‘
TgA B. XXXIV. the tumulus of Carvilius who fought Yulius Cefar. *Tis
on the other fide of #ilton (Carvilium) by Lord Pembroke's park: and plant-
ed with four trees, as one of the vifto’s to the park. - - o
Tap. XXXV. one of the temples at Perfepolis a patriarchal one, open : but
made after Solomon’s temple, fquare: with mouldings and ornaments. I take it
to be of the fame age as Stonehenge. : -

CHAP
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CHAP XL

Of the original name of Stonchenge, and a conjeture of the ge-
neral time of building fuch kind of works. Of Wanidike, &y
whom made and when. Of Velpafian’s camp. Stonehenge wascall d
the Ambers, or Main Ambres: which mean the anvinted flones,
i e. the confecrated, the facred flones. The meaning of the word
Ambrofia.  The Tyrian Hercules brought the Druids hither,
with Abraham’s religion. Apher a grandfon of Abraham’s,
bis companion.

Have inform’d the reader, to the beft of my fkill, what was, and what

is the ftate of Stonehenge, both above, and below ground. I apprehend,
it will be expccted, that Ithould fay fomewhat, concerning the antiquity and
time of ereCting thefe works, efpecially of Stomehenge. But what can we fay,
of a matter fo very remote? where the oldeft memoirs and reports of the old-
eft nation inhabiting the ifland, can give us no fatisfation about it: but are as
far to feek, as to the founders of this wonderful work, as we are, at this time,
and are forced to apply to magic: in order to account for it. Notwithftand-
ing, I fhall endeavour to fatisfy the readers curiofity, in this point, as well
as 1 can; by giving him my own opinion about it. Not doubting of his
candour, in fo arduous an attempt: which may perhaps be an amufement
to him, whether it gains his belief, or not. Therefore, I fhall recite, in fhort,
what occurs to me, on this fubjet. 1. As to the antiquity of thefe temples
in general. 2. Of the time of founding Stonehenge.

The former will anticipate, in fome fort, what I promis'd, in treating of
the temples of the Druidsin general. But Iam naturally led to it, here, by
obferving, that the name of the adjacent town of 4mberfbury, points out a
relation to the work of Stonebenge, and to the ancient name of it. For as we
took notice at firft, the prefent name of Stonwnge, is purely Saxon, given by
our lateft anceftors, by a people wholly ftrangers to the purport of the thing,
that had no notion, no report of its having once been a facred place; and fig-
nifies no more than hanging-ftones, or a ftone-gallows. The ancient Britons
call'd it choir-gaur, which the Monks latiniz’d into chorea gigantum, the giants
dance; a name fuited to the marvelous notion they had of the ftructure, or
of the reports of magic, concern’d in raifing it. But I had rather chufe to
think cborr gaur in Welfb, truly means, the great church; the cathedral, in
our way of fpeaking. A general title, which the #7¢//b inhabitants, the rem-
nants of the Belzz, conquer'd by the Romans, gave it; as well knowing the
true ufe of it, and even frequenting it in a religious way. Tho’ they had dri-
ven off the firft poffeflors of it, and the builders: I mean in Dsvitiacus his
time, or fooner, before the Roman invafion.

There is a very plain reafon: that Stonehenge was built, before the Wanfdike
was made, and zhaf was the laft boundary of the Bejgic kingdom in Brifain.
The ftones of which Stonebenge is compos'd, were fetcht from beyond that
boundary, confequently #hez an enemies country. It feems not improbable,
that the Wanfdike was made, when this Belgic kingdom was at its height, and
that time we may well guefs at, from Cefar. “ He tells us in B/ Gall. Lib.
II. 4. “ the Belgz are of German original. By force of arms, they poflefsd
« themfelves of the countries, fouth of the Rbsne and towards the ocean, dri-
“ ving out the Gauls. 'They were a very warlike nation, and could produce

“ 100000 men in arms. 'That one of their kings Divitiacus, in the memor)f"
T (11
0
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“ of fome then living, obtain’d the government, both of great part of Gani
“ and in Britain too.” I believe the Belse and Sicambri, all one people of
German original. Our Wel/b call themfelves Cymrz, and from them Cumber-
{and has its name. It is very juft to think this /#an/dike was made in the time
of Divitiacus, both becaufe of the greatnefs of the work, fuiting fo potent a
prince, and becaufe it is the laft boundary : after that time, the Roman power
fwallowing up all divifions.

I judge, we may reafonably place the time of making the #an/iike, about
50 years before Czfar wrote, we may fay Auc. 650. Divitiacus probably
ordered it to be made in perfon. And it feems to have been drawn from the
upper end of the Tees river, about WWhit-church, and Andover, in Hampfhire:
to the Avon river, about Briffol. Thefe two rivers and the Wanfdike feparated
the Belgic kingdom from the old Celtic Britons. - They by this means, were
driven from this beautiful country, and from their ftately temple of Stonchenge,
by thefe powerful invaders. It is remarkable enough, that the inhabitants of
Somerfétfhire, the ancient feat of the Befge, retain ftill the Bejgic, liquidating
pronunciation, v confonant for £ z for s,

The Devizes is a town in the middle of the length of Wan/dike, very pro-
bably ere&ted, among others, to fecure this ditch or fortification. It feems to
have been the capital fort or frontier town, and to have its name from the king,
asa trophy or monument of his power: built by him in perfon. Anonymus
Ravennas may poflibly call it Punétuobice, but we have no certainty, that his
copy retains the word uncorrupt, or that he tranfcribed it right: nor what altera-
tion the Romans made in the original word, nor what was made in the later
and barbarous times. However there feems enough therein, as well as in the
prefent name of the town, to countenance our conjeCture. The former part
of the word punftuo, which Mr. Baxter thinks monftrous, may come, per-
haps, from the German word pooghen, which fignifies an arduous work, and
might regard the caftle here, which is faid to have been once, the ftrongeft
in Europe. Neubringenfis calls it Divifee.  They tell us legendary ftories ofg its
being built by an old Br:zz/b king, ~

Diwvifus was probably the name of this Belgic Monarch, or Dujguis: as
Gluiguis king of Demetia in Wales is wrote Glivifus in Toland, p. 186. and
the termination may have been form’d into Latin, from the Celtic word
taeog dux. Whence, perhaps, the Etrufan Tages, fo much boafted of
in their antiquities; likewife the modern Doge of Venice. So that Divitiacus
may well be Divifis dux. The name of the #Wanfdike, 1 thewed to be purely
Celtic, p. 4.

It is §n4ancicnt oriental cuftom to make thefe boundary ditches. Thus the
land belonging to the feveral tribes of JfFae/ was marked out by a ditch, as we
read in the accounts of the holy land. ~ Particularly the author of / woyage de
la terre fainte, printed 167%. Parzs, p. §7. fays, * he travell'd five or fix miles
“ along fuch a ditch going from Foppa to Ferufalem, which parted the tribes
 of Benjamin and fudab.” ’Tis recited Fofbua xv.

The monkith writers make much ado about Aurelius Ambrofius, a chriftian
king of the Britons (in the time of our great anceftor Heng/#) building Stonebenge,
by the help of Merlin Ambrofius the magician, in memory of the Br:¢ifh nobility
flain treacheroufly by Hengiff, at Ambrefbury. Some fay the fa® was com-
mitted ad pagum Ambri, others call it canobium Ambrij, others ad montem
Ambrij. One while they refer the name to Ambrofius, another time to an
Abbot Ambrius, and this was among our Roman Britifh anceftors, who were
chriftians. They add too, that Meriin fetch’d thefe ftones out of Ireland,
that they had been brought before, out of Africa into Ireland: that he fet them
up here in the fame form, by art magic; and that the ftones were of a medi-
cinal Virtue. Thefe matters we read in Girald. Cambrenf. de admirand. Hib.
C. 18, Higden's Polychron. v. . Geoff. Monmouth VIIL, Matt, Wefiminfter, &c.
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This calls to my memory, what the above-mention’d Dr. Harwood in-
form'd me, he had heard the great Sir Chriflopher Wren fay, that there
were fuch ftruCtures as Stomehenge, in Africa, being temples dedicate to
Saturn. But Ineed not be tedious in obferving, how abfurd the Aontifh re-
ports are; of a chriftian king erecting Stonebenge, as a fepulchral monument
for the Brit;fb nobility, maflacred in the monaftery of Ambrefbiry. At the
fame time they fay, their bodies were buried in the church-yard of the mo-
naftery. Nor how they confound the names of Ambrofius the king, Ambrius
the abbot, the town, abby and mountain of Ambiy, and perhaps of Mer/in
too, for one of them was call'd Ambrofius. But their affirming, the edifice
came out of Africa into Spain, thence into Ireland, thence into Britain, and
of its being erected here in the fame form, by art magic; and that the ftones
are of a medicinal virtue: thefe notions lead us to the original truth, of
the Druid founders, and that Stenehenge had originally, the name of Ambres,
and from it the adjacent town of Ambrefbury had its name.

To purfue this matter a little further. Between Stonebenge and the town,
hanging over the river, upon elevated ground is a fine and ancient camp, com-
monly call'd Vejpajian’s, and not without much probability, attributed to him.
We have often had occafion to mention it before.  That great man, deftin’d
by providence for executing his final vengeance, on the people of the Fews,
and thereby accomplithing our Saviour’s predictions; by his fuccefles in this
place, pav’d a road to the imperial dignity. Having conquer'd the ifle of
Wight, he purfued his good fortune, higher up into this country, where he
made this camp, and another acrofs the heath, call'd Yanefbury; which feems
to retain the latter part of his name. The camp we are fpeaking of near
Ambrefbury, is an oblong fquare, nicely placed upon a flexure of the river,
which clofes one fide and one end of it. There is an old barrow inclos'd in it,
which, doubtlefs was one of thofe belonging to this plain, and to the temple
of Stonchenge, before this camp was made. It is pretty to obferve, that the
road from Stonchenge to Ambrefbury, runs upon the true via pretoria of the
camp. The Generals tent or pretorium was in that part fouth of the road, be-
tween it and the river, toward little Ambrefbury.,  There is another gate of

the camp, at the lower end, northward, the porta pratoria ordinaria, in the -

Roman language. Now I apprehend, that Stonchenge was originally call’d
the Ambres, fiom thence this camp was call'd Admbrefburgh, and thence the
name of the town underneath.

Mr. Camden writes, “ that near Penjans in Cornwall, is a very remarkable
« ftone, call'd main Ambre, which tho’ it be of a vaft bignefs, yet you may
“ move it with one finger: notwithftanding a great number of men cannot
« remove it from its place. The name is interpreted the ftone of Ambrofius”
A pi&ure of it in Norden's hiftory of Cornwall, p. 48. 1have fcen one of thefe
rocking ftones, ascall'd commonly, in Derby/bire. Mr. Toland in his hiftory
of the Druids, mentions it too, and fays there are fuch in?#ales and in Ireland.
Sir Robert Sibbald mentions them in Scotland, all rightly judg’d to have been
done by the Druids. | Sir Robert fpeaking of the rocking ftone near Balvaird
(or the Bards town) in Fife: “ I'am inform’d (fays he) that this ftone was
“ broken by the ufurper Cromwell's foldiers. And it was difcover'd then, that
“ its motion was perform’d, bya yolk extuberant in the middle of the under
“ furface of the uppermotft ftone, which was inferted in a cavity, in the fur-
 face of the lower ftone.” Thisis the artifice of the ftones at Stonebenge,
but applied here by the Druids for a moveable principle, as there, for ftabili-
ty. I call them mortaife and tenon: and before obferv’d them to be of an egg-
like form; which Sir Robert callsayolk. The Main Amber in Cornwall was
likewife deftroy’d in the civil wars, by one of Oljver’s governors. Thefe re-
formers had a notion of thefe works being fuperftitious matters. Main Ambre is

lapis Ambrofius, or petra Ambrofia, And that name leads us to confider the famous
() petre
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petree Ambrofie, on the coins of the city of Tyre. A fpecimen of them, I have
drawn on the Plafe following.

e S e—
AMBPOCIE
IIETPE

|
\
l"\u
. N
ll|lnl“

Thefe, and many more of the like fort, ftruck by thecity of Tyre, in honour
of their founder Hercules, may be feen in Vaillant’s fecond Volume of colony
coins, pag. 69, 148, 218, 251, 337.

Ti.cy reprefent two great, rough ftones, call'd petre ambrofie, with an al-
tar before them, and an olive tree; Hercules the hero of Tyre, the famous Na-
vigator of antiquity, their founder, facrificing. On fome of the coins petre
ambrofie wrote in Greek. He is reprefented indeed like the Greek Hercules,
but in the latter times of the Roman empire, when thefe coins were ftruck,
they at Tyre were as far to feek about the true meaning and origin of their fuft
antiquities, as we of ours. And what knowledge they had of them, was from
legendary reports of the Greeks, who chiefly, among the heathens, had the
knack of writing. ‘Thefe reports, as we may find in Nonnus his Dionyfiacs, 40.

and 41. acquaint us, that Hercules invented fhipping, as a latin poet too inti-
mates, Tzbullus.

Prima ratem wventis credere docta ‘.Zjvrus.

"They acquaint us that he ordered Tyre to be built, where the petraz ambro-

Jie ftood, which were two moveable rocks, ftanding by an olive tree. He

was to facrfice on them, and they fhould become fixt and ftable: rather, the
City thould bebuilt with happy aufpice, and become permanent.

Here are our Main Ambres, made artfully moveable, a kind of altars, or pil-
lars, the fame as the pillars of Hercules fo fam'd, and as little underftood. They
were the original patriarchal altars, for libations and facrifices, and mean, in
general, their Altars, whether moveable or immoveable: or as we may fpeak,
their temples, which imply an altar properly, inclofed with ftones and a ditch,
or ground dedicated and fet apart for public celebration of religious rites. For
tl}c word Ambrofius means in general, confecrated, dedicated to religious
ufe.

Befide the petre ambrofie of Tyre, and our main ambres of Britain and Ire-
land, we meet withanother in Hepbeftion's Hiftory IIL 3. * Speakingof Her-
“ cules, he mentions the Gygonian ftone, as he calls it, near the ocean, which
“ may be mov'd with the ftalk of an g/phodel, but can’t be remov'd by any
¢ force.” It feems this word Gygonius is purely Celtic. For gwingog fignifies
motitans, the rocking ftone; and gugon is what the boys with us call a gig, or
little top. For thefe Gygonian ftones are of that fhape, pyramidal, X
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No wonder thefe matters are well nigh loft, in the mift of extreme antiquity,
when even the meaning of the word ambrofius was hardly known, either to the
antients or moderns, till Mr. Baxter difcoverd it, in his gloffary. It fignifies
oil of rofes, rofaceum: the moft antient kind of perfume. In the 4th Ody/fy,

V. 445. Edothea a feagoddefs, teaches Menelaus and his companions, to cure
the odious fmell of the fea calves.

A ubesilw am fiva ixdem Sive phpscze
Hovuara mrasor.

She put ambrojfia to their nofes, fweetly fmelling. Again, in his hymn to Venus,
the graces wafht the goddefs, and anointed her with oil ambrofial : fuch as be-
comes the immortals. :

] xé’mv Dl
Aubesta, oia Oexg emevlundey &idy ivras.

Laftly, in Jliad. XXIII. Venus anoints Heéfor's body with ambrofial oil of
rofcs,

. ﬁoé‘c’em Q‘ xej&v irale
Aubepoe

Whichis a tautology. For from length of time, they fcarce knew the true
meaning of the word in Homer’s age.

Virgil feems to underftand but fomewhat of the original meaning of the
word, fpeaking of Venus ; her hair was anointed with ointment perfum’d.

Ambrofieg; come divinum vertice odorem
Spiravere rm——  neid.

In Pliny Nat. Hift. XIIL. 1. we find the oleum rhodinum moft antient, com-
mon and fimple.  And this is the true ambrofia, which from its very antient
ufe in facred rites, had almoft loft its meaning; and was us'd to fignify, one
while, the food of the gods, another time, immortality ; again, whatever is
divine, or appropriate to the gods. But fimply, it figuifics oil of rofes, ftill
from its fift ufe, in facred matters, it imports anointed, in a religious fenfe;
confecrated, dedicated. Then main ambres, ambres, petre ambrofie, fignify
the ftones anointed with holy oil, confecrated; or in a general fenfe a temple,
altar, or place of worfhip.

The truth is, it was a patriarchal cuftom to confecrate their altars, pillars,
or in a general word temples, by anointing with oil, either fimple or perfum’d.
Rofe oil being the oldeft, engrofs’d the general name of the action; fo that a
ftone anointed with oil of rofes, isa main amber, or lapis ambrofius. 'The fame
is an altar, or ftone dedicate to religious ufe. The plural number, petre am-
brofie, import a church or temple, in our way of fpeaking.

We have an illuftrious inftance of this practice in the holy Scriptures, and
the earlieft. Gen.xxviii. This is not commonly underftood by writers. *Tis
the moving and memorable hiftory of young Ffacob, fent away from his fa-
ther’s houfe alone, to take a long journey to fome unknown relations. He
came to a place, call'd afterward Betbel, and fleeping with his head on a ftone
for a pillow, had a celeftial vifion; and a promife from God, of the higheft
importance to him and all mankind. Awaking, he thought the place had
been holy ground, where, perhaps, his grandfather A4brabam had before-time
built an altar; an houfe of God, or gate of heaven, as he elegantly names it.
« Thercfore he rofe up early in the morning, which was one circumftance (in

¢ patriarchal

SI




§2

STONEHENGE

¢ patriarchal times) of the work he was going about, and took the ftone that
« Ec had put for his pillow, and fet it up for a pillar; and poured oil upon the
“ top of it, and called the place Beth-el, 1. e. the houfe of God. Then he vow-
“ ed, that if God would pleafe to profper him in his journey, and bring him
« back into his own country, he would build a temple there, and confecrate to
“ God the tythe of his fubftance, as was the manner in thofe times.”

This is in reality a votive, patriarchal temple, altar or houfe of God, which
he not only vows to build, but at the fame time endows it. The ftone which
Facob anointed, was not an altar properly, lying on the ground whereon to
make a libation, but he fet it up as apillar. It was one of the upright ftones,
which the feripture calls pillars, as ftanding of itfelf ; a part of the circle of
ftones, inclofing thealtar. And by the a& of anointing, ¥acoé confecrated it,
as the manner then was, deftined it for a facred purpofe, as an earneft of his
will in good time to fulfil it. And this he did fulfil, chap. xxxv. building the
celebrated temple of Bethel. Here Feroboam fet up one of his golden calves.
At laft it was deftroy’d by Vejpafian. :

- In Exod.xxiv. 4. “ we have an inftance of Mo/ rifing up early in the morning
“ and building an altar, and fetting up 12 pillars around it.” This was before the
tabernacle was made, which introduced the cuftom of cover'd temples.

But fo famous was that patriarchal temple of Facob's, which he built at Be-
thel; that the heathen called all their temples of thatfort, when they were per-
verted to idolatrous purpofes, Bethylia, lapides Betyli, and the like. Which
indeed is but another manner of exprefling lapis Ambrofius, or our Main Am-
bre. And according to cuftom, the fabulous Greeks having loft the true hifto-
ry of its origin, affix’d many ftrange ftories to it; as of Sazurn devouring fuch
a'ftone, wrapt up in a fkin, inftead of his Son Fupiter: which feems to be
form’d from the memory of praying at thefe places, in the name of the media-
torial deity, as the patriarchs did. And Sanchoniathon tells us, the god Oura-
nus devifed Betylia, or animated ftones. He means our rocking ftones, gygo-
nian ftones. I fhall fhow in my difcourfe on that fubje, that by Ouranus,
he means righteous Noah, who, according to patriarchal ufage, builded an al-
tar unto Febovab, Gen. viii. 0. meaning one of thefe patriarchal temples. In
time, by the corruption of mankind, thefe places were defecrated to idolatrous
purpofes ; and writers pervert the intent of them. So that God Almighty, raif-
ing up the Mofaic Difpenfation, was oblig'd to interdit the very ufe and pra-
¢ice of thefe open temples, and introduce the cover'd one of the tabernacle;
by way of oppofition to heathenifm, as well as with other important views.

We find now the meaning of anointed ftones in antiquity, and the olive-
tree fet by the ftones on the Tyrian coins. As the very learned Author of .4r-
cheologia Greca obferves, on the affair of confecration,  they were more
“ or lefs fumptuous and expenfive, as other parts of divine worfhip, accord-
“ ing to the ability of the worfhippers.” Young Facoba traveller us'd plain
oil, part of his viaticum, others us'd perfum’d oil, or ambrofia. ‘That author

~

“cites us from Atheneus, the method of confecrating Fupiter Crefias’s ftatue

with a libation call’d ambrofia: and others by anointing with oil, prayers and
libations, Exodus xxx. 22. We have the holy precious ointment made under
the Fewi/b difpenfation for the like purpofe. And we ufe fuch, for inaugura-
tion of our kings, to this day. _

The Tyrian Hercules who built Tyre and fet up the petre Ambrofie in thofe
coins, (if I miftake not) liv’d as early as the time, of facod’s anointing the
ftone at Bethel. 'The great Bochart, who penetrated very deep into the Phe-
nician learning, looks upon it as a clear matter, that in Fo/bua’s time, the
Phanicians fent innumerable colonies, into the mediterranean coafts, and
even to the ocean. In the preface to his admirable work Canaan, he fays,
“ he has a great fufpicion, that colonies went abroad this way, before that

“ time. Particularly, he afferts, that Hercules, in Eufebius firnamed Defanaus,
: “ who
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« patriarchal times) of the work he was going about, and took the ftone that
« Ec had put for his pillow, and fet it up for a pillar; and poured oil upon the
“ top of it, and called the place Betb-¢l, 1. e. the houfe of God. Then he vow-
¢ ed, that if God would pleafe to profper him in his journey, and bring him
« back into his own country, he would build a temple there, and confecrate to
 God the tythe of his fubftance, as was the manner in thofe times.”

This is in reality a votive, patriarchal temple, altar or houfe of God, which
he not only vows to build, but at the fame time endows it. ‘The ftone which
Facob anointed, was not an altar properly, lying on the ground whereon to
make a libation, but he fet it up as apillar. It was one of the upright ftones,
which the fcripture calls pillars, as ftanding of itfelf ; a part of the circle of
ftones, inclofing thealtar. And by the a& of anointing, F¥acob confecrated it,
as the manner then was, deftined it for a facred purpofe, as an earneft of his
will in good time to fulfil it. And this he did fulfil, cbap. xxxv. building the
celebrated temple of Bethel. Here feroboam fet up one of his golden calves.
At laft it was deftroy’d by Vefpafian. :

- In Exod.xxiv. 4. ““ we have an inftance of Mofs rifing up early in the morning
‘ and building an altar, and fetting up 12 pillars around it.” This was before the
tabernacle was made, which introduced the cuftom of cover'd temples.

But fo famous was that patriarchal temple of Facod’s, which he built at Be-
thel; that the heathen called all their temples of that fort, when they were per-
verted to idolatrous purpofes, Bethylia, lapides Betyli, and the like. Which
indeed is but another manner of exprefling lapis Ambrofius, or our Main Am-
bre. And according to cuftom, the fabulous Greeés having loft the true hifto-
ry of its origin, affix’d many ftrange ftories to it; as of Saturn devouring fuch
a ftone, wrapt up in a fkin, inftead of his Son Jupiter: which feems to be
form’d from the memory of praying at thefe places, in the name of the media-
torial deity, as the patriarchs did. And Sanchoniathon tells us, the god Oura-
nus devifed Betylia, or animated ftones. He means our rocking ftones, gygo-
nian ftones. I {hall fhow in my difcourfe on that fubje&, that by Ouranus,
he means righteous Noah, who, according to patriarchal ufage, builded an al-
tar unto fehovab, Gen. viii. 20. meaning one of thefe patriarchal temples. In
time, by the corruption of mankind, thefe places were defecrated to idolatrous
purpofes ; and writers pervert the intent of them. So that God Almighty, raif-
ing up the Mofaic Difpenfation, was oblig’d to interdict the very ufe and pra-
¢tice of thefe open temples, and introduce the cover'd one of the tabernacle;
by way of oppofition to heathenifm, as well as with other important views.

We find now the meaning of anointed ftones in antiquity, and the olive-
tree fet by the ftones on the Tyrian coins. As the very learned Author of 4r-
cheologia Greca obferves, on the affair of confecration,  they were more
“ or lefs fumptuous and expenfive, as other parts of divine worthip, accord-
“ ing to the ability of the worfhippers.” Young Facoba traveller us'd plain
oil, part of his wiaticum, others us'd perfum’d oil, or ambrofia. ‘That author

“cites us from Athenzus, the method of confecrating Fupiter Ctcfias’s ftatue

with a libation call’d ambrofia: and others by anointing with oil, prayers and
libations, Exodus xxx. 22. We have the holy precious ointment made under
the fews/b difpenfation for the like purpofe. And we ufe fuch, for inaugura-
tion of our kings, to this day.

The Tyrian Hercules who built Tyre and fet up the petre Ambrofie in thofe
coins, (if I miftake not) livd as early as the time, of Facob’s anointing the
ftone at Bethel. ‘The great Bochart, who penetrated very deep into the Phee-
nician learning, looks upon it as a clear matter, that in Fo/lua’s time, the
Phanicians fent innumerable colonies, into the mediterranean coafts, and
even to the ocean. In the preface to his admirable work Canaan, he fays,
“ he has a great fufpicion, that colonies went abroad this way, before that

“ time, Particularly, he afferts, that Hercules, in Eufébius firnamed Defanaus,
: “ who
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*¢ who was famous in Pbenicia before the Exodus, is the fame, who conquer'd
 Anteeus in Africa: which in Eufébius, is fet 56 years before. Heiscall'd Her
* cules primus, and that is 63 years before the Exodus, in Eufébius’s chrono-
¢ logy.” Again, hejudges it to be 2000 years diftance between the later Ro-
man times and the firtt Hercules. Now from Conflantine the great, 2000
years carriesus up to Facob’s time. And he proves, from Ariffotle de mirabilibus,
that Hercules built Utica in Africa, atthat time; wherein Eufebius fays he was
famous in Phanicia, and this muft be when Hercules was old. He having
conquer'd Anfzus in that country, when he was young.

But I find in the fame Eufebius, Prometheus isfet 111 years ftill earlier, be-
fore the firft mention of Hercules, this is during the life of the patriarch Fo-
Jeph.  Prometheus and Atlas were brothers, and ftudents in Aftronomy, with
whom the ftory of Hercules is always conjoin’d.  And fo high at leaft, I muft
place the time of our Tyrian Hercules, who is the fame as Defanaus. But
Marianus tranfcribing Eufébius calls him Dgfénaus. And Hefychius fays Dorfanes
is a name of Hercules, with the Indians. But by the Indians, it is likely, the
Phanicians and Arabians are meant; for the ancient Greeks call all the country
to the eaft of the mediterranean fea, India. And then we may in fome mea-
fure underftand the report of Ammianus Marcellinus, who takes it from Tima-
genes, an old Greek Hiftorian, buta Syrian by nation, fpeaking concerning the
peopling of Gaul, “that the more ancient Hercules conducted the Dorienges,

“ to the countries bordering on the ocean.” Perhaps the Dofareni are meant,

an Arabian nation, mention’d by Prolemy. A Deity of the Arabians was called
Dufaris or Dofaris, mention’d by Step. Byzant, Suidasand Tertullian. A dif-
ficult word, which Bochart cannot trace from the Arabian language; nor is it
eafy to fay, what Deity he was. No wonder fuch matters are obfcur’d, thro’
fo long diftance of time. Some think him Bacchus, fome Mars, and why not
Hercules? for after mankind laps'd into idolatry, thefe three were much con-
founded.

I find fufficient teftimony, of the Tyrian Hercules coming from Arabia,
about the red fea, or having companions, that were natives of that country.
For this reafon they nam’d an ifland at the city of Gadss, which they built,
Erythia, Erythrea; which Pliny IV. 22. fays, was fo called from the firf:
pofleffors, the Tyrians, who came from the Erythrzan fea: which is the
red fea. Solinus fays the fame. That fea had its name from Erythras,
as the Greeks and the fame Pliny write; who is Edum or Efax, brother of Fa-
cob. 'The words are fynonymous, fignifying red. The reports of Hercules's
expedition to that ifland Erythrea now Cadiz, is famous in all the old Greez
WIItErS.

This relation we have given of the Tyrian Hercules, that he lived about the
time of Abrabam, or foon after, according to Eufébius’s chronology; that he
came from about the red fea, and had companions in his travels, that lived
thereabouts, is much confirm’d by what fofepbus writes, from Alexander Po-
Wbifor; who cites it from a very antient author, called Cleodemus, fir~
nam’d Malchus, who wrote a hiftory of the Fews, agreeable with the Mo/aic.
He fays, Abrabam had™ feveral Sons by Keturah, he names Apber, Surisand
faphra. ‘That Apher and Faphra were auxiliaries to Hercules, when he fought
in Lybia againft Anteus. That from Apher the country was nam’d Africa.

'That Hercules married his daughter, and begat of her Dodorus. fofephus in
the fame chap. of the firft book of his antiquities, writes, that 4brabam had
fix fons born of Keturah : men, heroic and wife. That theyand their pofteri-
ty were fettled in Troghdytss, in the country of Arabia felix, reaching to the
red fea. He makes Opber or Apber grandfon to Abrabam, by Midian his fon.
"That Apher waged war in Lybia and conquer'd it, and plac’d his fons there, who
call'd the Country Africa from their father. So Schindler in his lexicon,

, 13601.
pag. 13 P M-
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Making proper allowance for relations of fuch very antient matters, tran{mit-
ted by hiftorians of different countries, different languages, and fo often tranfcri-
bed and tranflated, before they come down to us; here is enough to confirm
and explain, what we have before advanc’d: both as to time and place, and
matter. And we cannot but fee what relation our Main Ambres and the gygo-
nian ftone by the ocean, have to the petre ambrofie, which Hercules fet up at
Tyre: which is the drift of my difcourfe. That very gygonsan ftone, for ought
I fee, may be our rocking-ftone near Penfans, it ftands by the fea-fide. Nor
do I fee any abfurdity, if wejudge, that it was ereted there, by Hercules in
perfon. Near it is that other famous Druid temple call'd Bzftawaon, confifting
of 19 pillars in a circle and a central 4¢4/a. 'The entrance is made of 2 fome-
what larger ftones, than the reft: not improbably one of the Herculean labours.
It is affirm’d by the beft authors, that our Tyrian Hercules, the more ancienter
Hercules, built the city of Gadis, at Cadiz now. And where-ever Hercules
came, there we read of his pillars. Thus Avienus, ‘

Hic Gadir urbs e, dicta Tarteffus prius,
Hic funt columne pertinacis Herculis.

Arrian IL. of the life of Alexander,‘remarks, “ that Gadis was built by .thc

« Phanicians. There wasa temple of Hercules. The form, the facrifices
¢ and ceremonies there perform’d, are all aficr the Phanician manner.” Stra-
bo in his Lzb. 111. fays there were two.pillars in this temple, dedicate to Hercu-
les; which the learned T77/2an in his commentaries on medals, p. 384. fays, he
doubts not, but they were petr@ ambrofiz, in imitation of thofe of the fame name,
in the temple of Hercules of Tyre, which Herodotus in Euterpe {peaks of. He
appears to have been an extraordinary genius, and a man of great piety withal.
Therefore where-ever he came, he made thefe patriarchal temples, or fet up
illars of ftone, as antiquity called them. Juft as the patriarchal family did
in the land of Canaan. - And Hercules feems to me, to have been a great man,
raifed up by providence, to carry the reform’d patriarchal religion, to the ex-
tremeft part of the then. known weftern world. Here, I fuppofe, the reli-
ion of Abrabam remain’d pure, for many ages, under the Druids, till per-
lg'naps corrupted by incurfions from the continent. It is remarkable, .that the
Romans, who were fo catholic, (different from thofe we now abfurdly call Ro-
man catholics) as to parmit all religions, perfecuted only that of ‘the Druids,
and the chriftian: whence we are naturally led to think, there was a good
deal of refemblance. Indeed, the Druids are accufed of human . facrifices.
They crucified a2 man and burnt him on the altar; which feems to be a moft
extravagant a& of fuperftition, deriv’d from fome extraordinary notices they
had of mankind’s redemption: and perhaps from Abrabam’s example mifun-
derftood. But as to human facrifices fimply confidered, the Romans them-
felves and all other nations upon earth at times, practis'd them. :
To this Hercules, antiquity affixed very many names, from different noti-
onsof him, retain’din different countries; and after idolatry took root, he was
worfhipp’d under thofe names of confecration, according to the old method.
For inftance, one of his names was Palemon. Palemon, fays Hsfjchius, is
Hercules. 'The Greeks madehim a fea Deity, who had been fo great a fea-cap-
tain, They call him Melicerta, which is his Phanician name Melcartus, king
of the city. Owid tells us the ftory in Mez. IV. Nonnus calls him Afrochiton

, ftarry-robed, from his being made a conftellation in heaven. In the Gallic

ii;tlme of him, which Lucian faw, he is reprefented with a fphere in one
d, under the name of Ogmius. Mr. Toland in his hiftory of the Druids,
thews us the true interpretation of that word, from the Iri/b language; after the
learned had in vain attempted the explication of it. From thence we infer he
brought the ufe of letters hither, Cefar informs us, the Druids had. thcﬁ"

- c
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DEScRIBED,
He is called 4/fis, by the eafterns, which fignifies the valiant: the famme as Heza

s of the Germans.

Befide the patriarchal cuftom of building thefe places of worfhip, and con-
fecrating them with oil, we find many other footfteps of that moft ancient
religion, in the hiftory of Hercules.  Silius fpeaking of the ftrange rites ufed
in the Gaditan temple of Hercules, fays, the priefts officiated there barefooted,
practis'd chaftity, had no ftatues, us'd white linen furplices, And it is a noto-
rious cuftom with the ancient Pbanicians, to pay tithe. Indeed they paid
tythe to Herculs. 'Which only imports, that it was a precept and practice
introduc’d by Hercules.  And after they had deified Hercules they pradtisd it
toward him. This wasa common method, when idolatry began. I fhall
treat more largely of thefe affairs; when I difcourfe exprefily of the patriarchal re-
ligion. Likewife, I fhall prove more fully, from chronological characters,
that this Hercules livid at the time, we are {peaking of] in the canon Mofaice
chronolpgie. 'What I now recite, concerning thefe matters, I could not well
avoid, as they in my apprehenfion. relate to the name of Stonehenge.

Pliny Nat. Hift. V11. 56. gives us a teftimony, of our Hercules, under the
name of Melcartus, (as Bochart rightly corre@s it) firft bringing tin into
Greece, from the Cafjiteridiflands. By which the Britjfb are meant. The tin
of Tyre, which the merchants of Greece, came to buy, at the fairs of that ci-
ty, is mention’d Ezekze/ xxvii. 12. which, no doubt, came from hence. But
it is much earlier mention’d, among lead and other metals, when the Midia-
nites had it in Mojes’s time, Numbers xxxi. 22. the Chaldce and Arabic verfion
there, ufe the word %aftira, the Ilicrofolymitan kiffara. No wonder the Mi-
dianites fhould then abound with tin: when we were told by Fofpbus, that
Apher fon of Midian, was one of Hercules's companions. The LXX. in
that paflage of Numbers call it ggasimeoc.  But tin is mention’d earlier ftill, in
ob xix. 24. and o livid in this fame country, on the borders of Arabia:

Itis very evident from Bockart, that the Phenicians, had fail'd quite round
Britain, by what he writes of Thule. How then can we doubt but the great
Yland, which they found in the extremeft weft, was Britain? but they kept
their gainful navigation hither fo fecret, for many centuries, that even Herodo-
tus the earlielt Greek writer profefles he knows not, whence the tin comes.
Britain was the only country, where it could come from, inany quantity, as
Pliny fays. Butfrom this great fecrecy of the Phanicians, we have loft the
high antiquities of Britain, as unknown to the Greeks; the only heathen na-
tion that had the addrefs to commit things to writing. Therefore we muft be
content with what fmall remains of this kind, can be fifth’d out of the wreck
of time, by fuch conjeftural methods, as antiquaries cannot avoid infifting
on.

In Devonfbire is Hartland point fo call'd corruptly, asthe excellent Camden
obferves, for Herculis promontorium. And upon the Durbam fea coaftis a
town on a promontory call'd Hartlepool. A village call'd Hart near it. Itake
it to have been call'd by the Greek traders here Heracleopolis.  And hence, pro-
bably came that fine old altar in Gree#, dedicated to the Tyrian Hercules, which
Mr. Roger Galeand I copied, in Gorbridge church-yard. :

From thefe and many other confiderationsof this kind, which I fhall here-
after treat of more largely and profeffedly: I cannot but join in opinion with
Franc. Philelpbus in his epiftles, and Lilius Giraldus in his Hercules mention’d
by Mr. Camden, in the laft quoted paffage, and with many other writers, that the
very ancient Phenician or Tyrian Hercules conducted an eaftern colony hither,
upon the aborigines; withwhom came the Druids, the builders of Stonebenge and
the like works among us. And let this fuffice for what I promis'd upon the firft
head of this chapter, v7z. to fpeak of the antiquity of t.gcfe works in general.
2. We are to fpeak of the time of founding Stonchenges .

CHAP.
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STONEHENGE |

CHAP XII |
A conjelture about the time of the founding of Stonehenge.

An uniform variation in fetting thefe works, not to be accounted
Jor, but by fuppofing the Druids us'd a magnetical compafs.

Zheir leader, the Tyrian Hercules, was pofe/sd of a compafs-
box. The oracle of Jupiter Ammon bad a compafs-box. The

golden fleece az Colchis was a compafs-box.  Both thefe temples
were founded by Apher, Hercules bis companion, and grandfon

zo Abraham. Apher, Aphricus, or Phryxus zhe fame perfon,
Jeems to have given name to Britain. The Druids fer their tem-

ples and other works by it.  The hiffory of the mariner’s compafs,
fince thattime. The biffory of the variation of the magnetic needle.

A conjeure of the time of building Stonehenge, from thence.

N my Enquiries into thefe works of the antient Druids in our ifland, I ob-
I ferved a greater exactnefs in placing them, with regard to the quarters of
the heavens, than one would expe&, in works feemingly fo rude; and in fo re-
mote an age, to which we muft neceffarily refer them., What more particular-
ly mov'd my attention, was a certain variation from cardinal points, which I
obferved regular and uniform, in the works of one place. And that variation
was different, in works of another place; yet equally regular and uniform in
that place. Suppofe (for inftance) the works about Abury in Wiltfbire gene-
rally vary g or 10 degrees to the left hand, from cardinal points: 7. e. weftward
from the north. And the works at Stonebenge generally vary to the right hand,
from cardinal points, and that to the quantity of 6 or 7 degrees. The principal
diameter or groundline of Stonebenge, leading from the entrance, up the middle
of the temple, to the high altar, (from which line the whole work is form’d)
varies about that quantity fouthward of the north eaft point. The intent of the
foundecrs of Stonchenge, was to fet the entrance full north eaft, being the point
where the fun rifes, or nearly, at the fummer folftice. As well becaufe zhar
is the fartheft elongation of the great celeftial luminary, northward; the com-
plement of our earthly felicity, in ripening the fruits of the earth: as becaufe
then they celebrated one of their principal religious meetings or feftivals, with
facrifices, publick games, and the like. Such was the cuftom of all the antient
nations. The If#tbmian, Nemean, Olyr;fian, Pythian games, famous in the
works of the learned nations: thofe of Tyre II. Maccabees iv. 18. dedicated to
their and our founder, the antient Tyrian Hercules, who, I fappofe, conducted
the firft Phanician colony, with our Druids, into Britain: thefe were all held
at this time of the year. A cuftom continu’d from patriarchal times. \

This exactnefs with which the Druids fet their works, and the uniformity
of their variation, make me believe, this variation was not the effe@ of chance
or negligence, 2

By a fuperficial reflexion upon it, we fhould be apt to fufpe&, it was owing
to their obferving the fun’s rifing on the longeft day of the year, or fummer fol-
ftice, and fetting their line byit. For this is fuppofed to be a method by which
they formerly fet our Churches: marking the fun’s rifing at the equinox. But
the Druids were too good aftronomers and mathematicians to need fo mean an
artifice: nor does it correfpond to the quantity precifely enough. Befides, this
fame variation appears where it cannot poffibly regard the fun’s rifing, at tlat
time,
time, For,
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For, I obferv'd the like variation, or very near, in all the other parts relating
to this temple before taken notice of ; befide the avenue leading up to the tem-
ple from the north eaft, in a ftrait line; which has the before-mention’d variati-
on all the way. At the bottom of the hill, this avenue divides into two wings,

each going off from the laft mention’d part, with a decent fweep ; the one to

the left hand, weftward, the other to the right hand, eaftward. They go off
with a like angle, and that angle varies the like quantity. The weftern wing
goes to the curfis, before obferv'd, the place upon the downs, half a mile off
Stonebenge, made for races with chariots and horfes. The right hand wing of
the avenne runs directly eaftward for a mile together, pointing to a place on an
angle of the river, called Radfin. This part of the avenue, which was intend-
ed by the founders, to have been drawn precifely eaft and weft, varies about g
or 6 degrees to the fouth.

Likewife, that great work of the cur/fus itfelf, which ftretches its length a-
crofs the downs, from eaft to weft, like a line of latitude upon the globe, varies

fuch a like quantity, from true eaft and weft, the fame way. The meridian -

line of Stonehenge pafles exactly through the middle of this curfis.

Further, at the eaft end of this curfus, the huge bank of earth, above 200
foot long, made acrofs the end of the curfus, as a meta, and whereon fat the
princes and judges of the prizes: This bank of earth is drawn exaltly at a right
angle with the curfis, confequently due north and fouth, but with the variati-
on before fpoken of. Thefe, and other like obfervations here, as well as in o-
ther Druid Works, appear’d to me no otherwife to be accounted for, but that
the Druids usd a magnetical compafs, in laying down the works: and that the
needle vary’d fo much, at that time, from the true meridian line.

I remember I open’d this affair, near 20 Years ago, to Dr. Halley, who was
of the fame fentiment. Nor am I the firft who fufpe@ted the Phanicians of
old were pofiefled of this great fecret, as well as the Chinefé, from times imme-
morial. Iam not moved to think otherwife by what Bochart writes againtt it.
The very name of the magnet lapis Heraclius ftrongly fuggefts, the Tyrian na-
vigator before-mention’d knew it, as is well argued by Fullr in his Mifcella-
nies, IV, 19. And many things occur, in the mythology of the antients,
wherein (if I miftake not) I difcern moft evident traces of this knowiedge of
the direGtive power of the magnet. We are not to defpife the fables of the an-
tients, but to make the beft ufe of them, and fearch out for their latent truths.
My predeceflor Cumberland, obferves in Sanchoniathon, p. 325. ¢ that Apok-
“ Jodprus (for inftance) hath many truths in his mythic hittory, deriv'd from the
“ tradition of Phenicians and Egyptians, planting Athens” And the Greeks,
thofe happy pra&itioners in writing, as well as other arts, took the unlucky
turn of the marvellous, to {o exorbitant a degree, asto write nothing without it,
In Apollodorus, put out by the learned Dr. Gal, p. 114. we have an ac-
count of the Iotg labour of Hercules, his conqueft of Cadiz, or Gadira, as
then calld, or Erythea. We are told, the hero fet uﬁ the 2 pillars at the
Streights mouth, at Gibraiter, or then Tarteffus; which we may reafonably
fuppofe fome temple made of thefe rough ftones, or fome main ambres, like
thofe we mention’d before, the petre ambrofiz in the Tyrian coins. Then,
“ fays our author, going on his journey, therays of the fun were fo vehement
 upon him, that he had the boldnefs to draw his bow againft him. The
« god admiring the intrepidity of the man, gave him a golden cup with which
“ he fail'd over the ocean.” Pifander in his Ild. book, (in .Atheneus Deipnof.
X1.) writes the fame, only that Ocesnus lent him the cup. Panyafs in his L.
of the hiftory of Hercules, fays, he begg’d it of Nereus, fon of So/, and with it
fail'd to Erythea. (Macrob. Saturn. XXI. 5.) Theoclytus, in Atheneus afore-
faid, in his IL. de zempeff. mentions the fame thing. He faid it before in his 7i-
tanomachia. Pherecydes, in his IIL of hiftory, quoted both in Atheneus and
Macrobius, tells a ftory fomewhat like that of Apollodorus, but more particular.

Q_ ‘ Servius
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Servius An. VIL mentions it, but as fome of the former, makes the cup of brafs,
inftead of gold. Alexander Eplefius the like. All very antient writers. Lu-
cian fays, that Hercules fail'd in a fea-conch fhell. 'What can we underftand
by all this, mention’d by fo many grave authors, but a compafs-box,which ena-
bled him to fail the great ocean, and penetrate to our northern ifland, lefs ob-
noxious to the funs vehement heat? Add to this, in the fame place, Apo/ods-
rus {peaks of his fighting Albion and Dercynus, by Mela, called Bergion, Sons
of Neptune; which were the moft antient names of the Brizannic Ifles, before
the name of Britain. Diodorus Siculus, in his IV, book delivers a like account
of this 1oth labour of Hercules, but in a mere hiftorical manner. And adds, that
when he return’d by Szczly, he dedicated a grove to Geryon the hero, where,
to his time, the people did religious rites. For this affair of facred groves, we
know our Druids were famous. He built a temple likewife at Gades. Weare
not to fupyofe it a cover'd edifice, like what pofterity call'd a temple, but an
open one, according to the mode of thofe days. Cover'd temples, at that time,

- being a thing unknown in the world. Afterward, a magnificent temple, pro-
- perly, was there built to him. Mela witnefles, that it was our Egvptran Her-

cules, who was there worfhipped. For I fuppofe our Egyptian and the Tyrian
Hercules to be all one.  The fame mention’d by the name of 45, in Mane-
thons XVIL. Dynafty, in Fofephus c. App. in Africanus, Eujcbivs, and Syncellus.
Apollonius 11. 14. writes, it was not the Theban but the Egyptian Hercules that
came to Gades: which is confirm’d by Hecateus. And Hcerodotus, in Euterpe
fays, Hercules is a very antient deity among the Egyptians, not fo, among the
Greeks.  And T fuppofe this hero lived at, or very ncar the time of the patri-
arch Abrabam. S .
Thefe were the times about the beginning of idolatry. And Hercules was
far from being an idolater himfelf, though worfhipp’d afterwards, for his great
exploits, and perhaps on this very account of his inventing or knowing the ufe
of the compafs. This is the Hercules kneeling on one knee, a conftellation in
heaven, taken notice of by Dionyfius Halycarn. by Tzetzes, Hyginus, A [chylus
and others. It feems to indicate his piety; for which the aftronomers his dif-
ciples plac’d him in the heavens. He kneels upon the aric circle, and fup-
ports the zodiac on his fhoulders; tho’ this is not under{tood by the painting
on our modern globes. The Phanicians, his fucceflors in the tin trade of Brz-
tain, kept the trade and the very name of the Ifland as a great fecret ; as well
as the ufe of the compafs, till it was loft with them. But it feems highly pro-
bable, becaufe Lucian defcribes Hercules with a fphere in his hand, that he af-
fixed the prefent Afterifms of the zodiac: and his fucceflors, the Pbanicians,
propagated them. o '
"Tis next to our prefent purpofe, to confider that famous oracle of Fupiter
Ammon in Africa, to be referr'd to the moft early times of idolatry: render’d
illuftrious by Alexander the Great taking a journey to it. Which gives us the
opportunity of knowing fomewhat of it. : : ;

Quamwis /Etbz'opurh populss, Arabumg; beatis
Gentibus, ac Indis, unus fit fupiter Ammon. Lucan,

All thefe nations, with Egypt and Africa, were peopled by the pofterity
chiefly of Ham. They were the firft that fell into idolatry, and worfhipped
their common progenitor, call'd Amynus, in Sanchoniathon. Hecateus fays,
Amoiin, as the Egyptians write it, is the word of thofe that invoke god, and
that they meant fomewhat very myfterious by it. The hiftorv of its origin is
this. Bacchus, the hero, or demigod, travelling through the fandy defarts of
Africa, with a great army, was perithing with thirft; he pray’d to his father
Fupiter for relief, who fent a 7am that fhow’d him a fpring, fav’d him and his
hoft. Out of gratitude, the hero builds a temple there, to the deity who tcllni‘ls

. aide
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aided him under the form of a ram. There is no room to doubt, that this
is in part copied from the tranfaction of the children of Ifrac/, in the Arabian
wildernefs. They have added to it, a name and notion borrowed from patri-
archal tradition, of a divine perfon, fymboliz’d by a ram; horned, anointed,
which is all one. 'We chriftians mean Mpgfizh. Innumerable paffages in old
authors, which I might cite, innumerable monuments of antiquity in fculp-
ture, thew, that Fupiter Ammon was figurd as a ram, with a ram’s head,
with rams horns.  They applied the patriarchal notion of the M/fiab, to their
progenitor Ham, in an idolatrous way: and deified him under that charater.
“There is a very remarkable paffage in Herodotus, which, it is worth our while,
to tranfcribe.

In Euterpe cap. 42. that author tells us, why the Theban Egyptians pay fo
great a rcgard to the fheep.  Hercules on his importunity to Fupiter,
¢ that he might have the honour perfonally to fee him, at length prevail'd.
And the god confented to exhibit himfelf to his view, under this device.
viz. Jupiter cut off a ram’s head, put the fkin over his own head, and thus
« appear'd to Hercules.  Whence the Egyptians made the ftatue of fupiter,
« with a ram’s head, and call Fupiter Ammiun. Whence they hold fheep

for facred animals, never kill them but once a year, upon the feftival day of
Fupiter, when only one ram is facrificed, and his head put upon the ftatue
of Futiter ; all that are there prefent, beat the ram, and at laft he is buried
in a facred urn.”
It is impofiible not to fee, that this is derived from that hiftory recorded,
Exodus xxxiii. Mojés defires of ‘febovab repeatedly, that he might fee him.
He culls it fecing his glory. He is anfwer'd at length. I will make all my
“ goodncfs pafs before thee, and I will proclaim the name of fehovab before
 thee. Thou canft not fee my face, but I will put thee in a cleft of the
“ rock, and cover thee with my hand, whilft T pafs by. Thou fhalt fee my
“ back parts only.” Here he notorioufly promifes Mofes, that he fhall fee him,
in a fymbolical form. In the next chapter, ¥chovab defcended in the lumi-
nous cloud, or Skechinah, and proclaimed the name of ‘febovab; recites
thofe attributes that relate to his dealings with mankind, in the ftrongeft
point of light; ¢ his goodnefs and mercy, and long-fuffering, forgiving ini-
‘ quity, tranfgreilion and fin:" but adds, he will by no means clear the guilty,
“ but vifit the fathers iniquity upon the children.” Wherein our original and
fatal tranfgrefiion is fufficiently intimated, and that God’s juftice is equal to his
mercy; and the neceflity of a divine redemption by facrifice, which in feri
ture language is call'd, ¢ the lamb flain from the foundation of the world.”

All this the moft ancient nations had a knowledge of, from patriar-
chal tradition. When they laps'd into idolatry, they applied thefe good noti-
ons to their new idolatry, and made ftatues from the fymbolical and figurative
forms of fpeech, us'd in true religion. Their facrificing the ram on the fefti-
val day of Fupiter, their beating the ram, putting his head on the ftatue of
their deity, burying him in a facred urn: all moft evidently pointing out the
notions they had, in the moft early times, of the f{uffering ftate of the Me/iab.
And fuch was the origin, in fhort, of Fupiter Ammon. But it appears, by
what learned authors write, on Curtius’s defcription of his flatue, that a mag-
netical compafs box made one confiderable part of his facreds. This we read
in Hyde Perf. relig. p. 495. in Curtius publifh’d by Pitifcus, and by Rader
the jefuite, and Schottus in Ortelius, by Fuller, Herwart and others. “ This
¢ compafs box with the ftatue of the deity, was fet in a golden fhip
« (the golden cup of Hercules) and carried in proceflion on the fhoul-
« ders of the priefts, accompanied by women finging an hymn in their

«

(14

(14

«

[44

({4

“ own language.” I doubt not, but the circumftance of carrying this gol-

den fhip, on the thoulders of the priefts, is an imitation of the My/aic ark in
the march of the Jfaelites, thro’ the wildernefs, during their forty years pil-

grimage.
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grimage. Tho’ they miftook the reafon of the thing; the ¥ews/b church then
being in a military and travelling ftate. But where the camp refted, the ark
was repofited, in the adytum of the tabernacle: fo likewife when in poflefii-
on of the land of Canaan. This is fufficient proof, that the Lybsans here-
in, copied after the Jfraelites, not vice verfa, as our moderns are willing to
think, in thefe cafes.

Curtius tells us, the habit of Ammon’s fatue was made of Smaragd and
other precious ftones,. wrought in Mo/aic work. Which I take to be too, in
imitation of the pontifical attire, under Mo/s's adminiftration: particularly of

- the facred, oracular pectoral, made of Mofaic work, with gems. I appre-

hend, that befide the ftatue of Ammon, there was a figure of (the upper part at
leaft of) a ram, on the compafs box: which was the oracle. And it is eafy to
guefs how this may be managed for the purpofe; even beyond the trick of
Fanuarius’s blood, and other Popi/b devices.

Hence we may better underftand the famous golden fleece, which occafion-
ed the Argonautic expedition, one of the earlie%t and moft memorable Zrz’s
of the Grecian hiftory. If we fuppofe this golden fleece to be a compafs box,
we fee the reafon why the choice youth of Greece fet out upon that voyage:
which, as all other matters of ancient hiftory, among the Greeks, is fo unac-
countably puft up with the leaven of fable. It became navigators to run any
bazard for fuch a treafure. If we enquire into its origin, it is thus. Pbrixus
fon of Athamas and Nepbeles (according to the Greeks) had a fhip given him
by his mother. The fhip is call'd in the fable a golden ram, or the ram with

* a golden fleece (the fame thing as Hercules's golden cup.) In this, he and his

fifter Helle, flying the ill-ufage of their mother-in-law I, fail away by fea.
Hell affrighted in the voyage, falls overboard and gives name to the Hellefpont.
Phrixus continues the voyage, and goes to Zetes king of Colchis, where he
hangs up his golden ram in the temple, to Fupiter Phyxius, (one would be
apt to imagine they meant Pyxius, alluding to the box.) Fa/on made his far-
fam’d expedition thither afterward, and ftole it. But the ram was placed in
the heavens, among the conftellations, asa memorial; the firft fign in the Zo-
diac : which thews the high antiquity of the ftory. : :

- This account manifeftly pretends very great antiquity, and fome fignal
event. I obferve this Tz their mother-in-law, is faid to be the nurfe of Bac-
chus, and throwing herfelf with her fon Melicerte into the fea, became a god-
defs, under the name of Leucothea. Her fon became a god, under the name
of Palemon. This Melicerte is allowed by all the learned, to be no other than
our Melcartus above-mention’d. Palemon is Hercules, fays Hefychius. . Pa-
lemon is his name of deification. Paufaniasin the beginning of his corsnthi-
aca informs us, this apotheofis of Ino and Melicerta was the occafion of founding
the famous IfZbmiangames. Plutarch faysthe fame, and Phavorinus. Again,
I obferve, Pbrixus is faid to be fon of Nepbele (a cloud) whence call’d nubige-
na by Columella. We muft hence expect fomewhat very fecret and obfcure.
Further, all writers fay openly this 7am or thip of Pbrixus was oracular and
could fpeak upon occafion. So all the writers of the Argonautics too will
have the thip Argos to be loquacious and oracular. Magnes another name of
the load-ftone is often call'd .Adamas, which feems to be no other than A4tha-
mas.  Apollodorus makes Magnes the fon of Zolus, who marrying Nais, inha-
bited the ifle Seriphus. Aolus was a great failor, invented fails, and ftudied
the winds, therefore deified and made the god of the winds. I fuppofe it all
ends in the myfterious invelopement of the knowledge of the magnetic com-

afs. ' .

d I hope for the readers candour, in reciting thus much from antient fable,
which I did as concifely as poffible. But in matters of obfcure antiquity, we
muft make ufe of all helps. And in heathen antiquity we have no other.

ftrictly hiftorical way of writing in former times, isonly to be expected i{{) th;
2 acre
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facred canon of the Fews. And what is remarkable, after God’s holy fpirit had
deferted them, their writers became the greateft fablers in the world, and, if
poflible, out-did the Greeks, in that way.
One would imagine, the fathion of thefe moft antient charts, was to divide
. the circle into 12 parts, and affix the celeftial figns of the zodiac to them; be-
" ginning with the eaft at arzes, where the fun rifes at the equinoxes; and thence
they might call the box by the name of arzes, as thewing the eaft where ares
is placd. As now the Turks and Arabians call it kibla noma, i. e. fhewing
the 4:6/a, or fouth point, the way toward which they turn. their faces in devo-
tion. So we only enquire for the north point ; and call it the lode-ftone, be-
caufe it {thews the lode-ftar or north pole.  But'’tis all one; any one point in a
circle being found, the reft are found too.

From what has been faid, it fcems probable, that the fable of the hero find-
ing out the fpring in the fandy defarts of Africa, by the help of a ram fent from

upiter, means the travelling over thofe immenfe plains by the help of a com-

{s, which they call’d by the name of a 7am, or a goldenram. And that the

fleflors of the antient oracle of Ammon had fuch a fecret, which they cun-
ningly applied to the facreds of their deity. Probably, in that moft early age,
they had not improv'd the ufe of it to the pitch and manner that we enjoy, with
a needle; and zbat fet upon acentral pin: but having found out the verticity of
the magnet, they put it into a boat, which was to fwim on water, and therein
it would have liberty to turn itfelf to its proper direction. And this is the fen-
timent of the learned Dr. Wallis, in the Philbofopbical Tranjactions, Ne. 278,
This boat was the better a handle for the mythologifts to call Hercules's veffel a
golden cup, becaufe cups were made in the fhape of a boat, and had the fame
denomination, cymbium.

Thofe learned commentators upon Curtius abovementioned agree, there
was a ftone along with the ftatue of Ammon, carried about in the golden
fhip; and perhaps, hence the antient navigators took the hint of applying the
figure of the ram to their compaffes, however form’d, and gave it the name of
the ram, or golden fleece, which the Greek fables, their moit antient hiftory,
ring of: and hence their thips deriv’d their oracular quality. Phrixus’s fhip,
the golden ram, being faid to fpeak on occafion, as well as the fhip argos. The
ftupendous properties of this ftone, without difficulty, would perfuade even
thofe above the vulgar, that there was a divine principle in it, quite metaphy-
fical, confequently oracular. And in the dawnings of idolatry, the evil agent
who was vigilant to pervert every thing to his own purpofe, would not fail to
make great ufe of the fecrets of the magnet. The intire notion of oracles a-
mong the heathen, is caufed by the devil's mimickry of God’s tranfactions a-
mong the patriarchs and the fews. But I believe the Egyptians took their no-
tion of carrying a boat in all their religious proceflions, from this magnetic boat,
of which both Herodotus and Plutarch inform us. For they intended it to fig-
nify the movement and defcent of the divine ideas from the fupreme mind; e-
fpecially the very fountain and principal of thofe ideas: and it muft be own’d
to be admirably well chofe. Hence the top and the bottom of the verge or
limbus of the celebrated Jfiac table, is adorn’d with a boat. In one a ram, in
the other a bull. Meaning the origin of the chain of ideas flowing from the
divine mind. "Tis highly probable, #bas with the ram is the copy of Fupster
Ammon’s boat, mention’d by Curtius. And I fuppofe this is Herwart’s opini-
on, but I'have not yet feen his book. Of this I fhall difcourfe larger in my
explication of the Bembintable. However Herodotus tells us in his II. book,
that the temple of Fupiter Ammon took its rife from Phenicia. I only men-
tion this for the fake of thofe that are over acting the credit of antiquities in
Egypt.

g‘g)’c learn in Plutarcl’s difcourfe de Ifid. & Ofir, that the thip argos of the

Greeks, was in reality the thip that our Hercules fail'd round the world in.
R Further,

61
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Further, this oracular fhip has its name argos, fays my friend Mr. Baxter, giyf.
ant. rom. from the Hebrew and Syrian word argan, an ark. Which confums
what I faid above, concerning ti)le carrying about the thip of Adwmmon on the
fhoulders of the priefts. Strabo in II. of his geography, mentions the temple”
of Leucothea, built by Phrixus at Colchos ; that there was an oracle there; and
that the theep was never flain at the place. This thews its relation to that of
Supiter Ammon. Leucothea is the name of confecration of Hercules his mother,
Hercules himfelf being call'd Palemon; both made fea deities: from the ex-
traordinary fame of Hercules, the firft and great fea captain. Paufanias in At-
ticis fays, he was buried in the Corinthian Ifthmus; where the Iffbmian games
were kept to his memory. But Melz writes, that his remains were at Gadbs.
It’s probable there was only an honorary monument of him at the J#bmus, as
founder: asthe honorary monument of olsus mention’d to be among the The-
bans, by the Stadium, p. 42. . '

Mr. Baxter in gh/]. ant. rom. v. afcania makes Phrixus to be Aphricus, and
the fame perfon as Fupiter Ammon, or the founder of the temple of Fupiter Am-
mon; rather, of that prior to Fupiter Ammon. We are not to regard the little
artifices of the Greeks, who draw all celebrated events and perfons of antiquity,

_into their own country. Aphricus, no doubt, is the Aphre before-mentioned,
fon of Midian, fon of Abraham; whom Cleodemus makes an affociate of Her-
cules, in his Lybian wars. = Foféphus makes him the conqueror of Lybia, and
that he gave name to Afr7ca. 'Tis notunlikely but that he is the hero that tra-
vell’'d over thefe barren fands by the help of the compafs, as his countrymen the
Arabians have from times immemorial practifed, in travelling over their own
defarts. And might probably erect a patriarchal temple there; and in times of
his pofterity it degenerated into the idolatrous temple of Fupiter Ammon. And
there the compafs box of the hero remain’d, and was converted into part of the
heathen facreds. :

*Tis no very ftrange matter, if they at another time call this fame heré Bac-
chus, therein confounding him with the like travels of the Ijraelites, through
the Arabiandefarts. 'We are not to expect thefe hiftories of old times involv'd
in fable, abfolutely confiftent. But if this account be agreeable to truth or near
it; then we may imagine the fame Apbre, by the Greekscall'd Phrixus, accord-
ing to Mr. Baxter, pafS'd the Helle/pont, rade the expedition into Colchss, and
built a likc templc there. And a compafs box called the golden a7, wasmade
alike part of the objec of their adoration. This is exceedingly confirm’d by
the report of Herodotus and Diodorus S. who fay, the Golchs pratifed the rite of
circumcifion, a matter which the learned cannot account for; but appears plain
from hence : thefe being the defcendants of Abrabam. They fay, at the fame
time, that the Ethigpians practife the like: and that ’tis no recent cuftom a-
mong them, but from the beginning. Tapprehend by Erbiopians are meant A-
rabians, who are pecple defcended from -Abrabam. Herodotus fays likewife
the Egyptians circumcis’'d, which muft be accounted for in this fame manner;
fome Arabian or Ethiopian nation bringing the cuftom among them. As a
further confirmation of Phrixusbeing Apbricus, Bochart thews the Colchic and
Hebrew tongue is much a-kin. And thus we may account for what Mr. Toland,
p. 133. fays, that the idiom of the Iri/b language (which we fuppofe the rem-
nant of the moft antient oriental,) has a mixture of Arabic init.

I faw a book in Dr. Mead’s library, Mufeo de las medallas defconocidas E[pa-
nolas, p. 35. Ne, 82, 83. are two ancient unknown medals, fuch as they often
find in Spain. ‘The firft a head (not of the beft workmanthip) on the obverfe,
young, but heroical enough, a necklaceon. Behind it A® P A in the old Pbe-
nician chara&er, like the Samaritan. Reverfe a horfeman, and under the exergue
another word in like Punic charaGer. The other No, 83. has the fame head
in the obverfe, but without the necklace: and A & P A before, in plain Greek,
behind a dolphin,  The revetfe as the laft. There is another fuch coin in the

fame
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fame book, no difference, but the name and dolphin tranfposd. I veri
ly belicve this is our Apbra, or Apber in our Engliyfh tranflation call'd Epber,
Gen. xxv. 4. ftruck by fomecity in Spain, who acknowledged him their founder.

It is remarkable enough, what Mr. Norden writes, in his hiftory of Corn-
wall. 'The Cornz/b men univerfally fuppofe that the Fews are the people who
firft work’t in their rocks, for tin: and in old neglected tin-works, they find
fome of theirtools. The workmen call them asza/ farazin, the Fews caft off
works, in their Hebrew fpeech, fays Norden. Now I apprehend he means
our Arabians: and it is a circumftance confirming the former notions. And
to it we may refer the origin of the odd reports, of our Stomebenge coming from
Africa and the like. By the Greeks, Hercules Melcartus or Melicerta, and
Phrixus or Apricus are made half brothers: by Fofpbus, Hercules is fon-in-law
to Apbricus. The Phanicians paid tythe. So the Arabians, in Pliny, the
like: being patriarchal cuftoms.

Apbricus or Phryxus we may very well fuppofe to be father of the Phrygians.
And his expedition thro’ the propontis to the Euxine fea, the Greeks colour
over with their Helle and Hellefpont. But we cannot entertain too high a re-
fpec for him, becaufe I fee it no lefs reafonable, to refer the origin of the Bri-
tons to him. I mean that eaftern colony that came hither with Hercules, upon
the old pofleffors or aborigines Albionites, which gave the more famcus name of
Britaintotheifland. The Brigantes is the fame name, fays Mr. Baxter the com-
" mon and more ancient name of this people: who being driven northwards by
inundations of foreigners from the continent in after times, the name became
more appropriate to the inhabitants of 2o74/bire and the neighbouring counties.
In Tacitus the Brigantes ate called maxima Brittanorum natio. At the fame
time they forc’d the ancienteft pofleflors, the Albionites or Albanians ftill more
northwards. Likewife many of thefe Brigantes pafSd into Ireland, where
they became a famous nation. The Bryges, Phryges, Phrixi, Brifones, Bri-
gantes, Britones are intirely fynonimous words in different dialects. And this
affignment of the origin of our anceftors, very well accounts for that notion
of their Phrygian or Trojan defcent, fo riveted in the minds of the old Britons.
A notion which prevail'd among fome of the Gallic nations on the continent,
and they had retain’d the memory of it, in the time of Ammianus Marcelli-
nus, who mentions it. Likewife in Czfar’s time, fome Gallic nations, claim-
ed kindred with the Romans; probably upon this very account.

This is, in fhort, fome prefumptive evidence we have, of Hercules and
Apbricus planting Britain, introducing the Druids with the patriarchal religion:
and concerning the knowledge they had of the ufe of the compafs. This whole
matter will be further confidered, when I come to treat of it expreflly. At
prefent we will continue the hiftory of the compafs, as it became more fully
known to the world.

Martinius in his Atlas, and Gilbertus de magnete, Lib.1. 2. thow us, the
Chinefé have us'd the magnetic needle from times immemorial : that they have
a trick of telling fortunes with it: as the heathen afore-mentioned made it
oracular. The Arabians likewife have us'd it, for travelling over the great
and wild defarts, of weeks together, where there is no track to guide
them; nor have they any notion of time when they began this pratice.
Herwartius publithed admiranda ethnice theokgie, wherein he endeavours
to prove that the old Egyprians had the ufe of the magnetic needle,
and that the Bembin table contains the docrine of it, invelop’d in hierogly-
phicks. The learned Fuller in his Mifellanies Lib. 4. 19. aflerts, that the
Phanicians knew the ufe of it, which they endeavour'd to conceal by all pof-
fible means, as they did their trading in general. That it was loft with them,
as many other arts, their ars plumaria, the dying of purple, ( the invention of
our Hercules of Tyre) the Hebrew poetry, and other curious knowledge, which
is perifhed. | o ) -
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*T's not unlikely that the lodeftone being applied to religious ufe, was one
caufe of its being forgot : together with the fecrecy of .the Phanician voyages.
Suetonius in Nero, fpeaks of a prophetic needle,  which the emperor us'd to pay
hisdevotionsto. ‘'Thelearned Burman fhews, that moft, orall of the old MSS. and
printed books, read it acuncula, acucula, or acungula; which, in my opinion,
the criticks have caufelefly correGted into scuncula: becaufe they had no notion
‘of the magnetic needle being underftood by it.

Monfieur Faucket, a famous.French antiquary, in his antiquities of Frazuce,
quoies fome verfes from a poet in that country, who wrote A, D. 1180. where-
in isas plain a defcription of the mariner’s box, as words can make. The poet
mentions it by accident, not as a thing new and ftrange. Ofirius in his dif-
courfe of the adts of king Emanuel, refers the ufe of the compafs among the,
Europeans, to Gama and the Portyguefé, who found it among fome barbarous

yrates, about the Cape of Good Hope ; who probably were fome remains of
the’ old Phenicians, or Arabians, or at leaft have preferved from them, this
practice.” About A. D. 1260. Paulus Venetusis faid to have brought it from
China; by the great author on the magnet, our countryman Gilbert. Gene-
brand in his chron. fays, theufe of the lode-ftone reviv'damong us about A. D.
1303. by FL Melvius a Neapolitan, and others attribute it about that time to
Fobn Goia a Neapolitan. . Fofeph de Coffa fays, fome Mahometan feamen whom
Vafguez de Gama met with near Mofambick, who had fail'd thofe feas by the
ufe thereof, taught it him. I obferve our ancient Brifons, the Welfb, call a
{teers-man or pilot /ywydd, whence no doubt comes our Englifh word lode-
ftone, and lode-ftar, the north-pole. Llyw is the helm of afhip in Britifb.
Lodemanage in._ Skinner’s etymology an old Englifb word, fignifying the price
paid to the pilot. Our lords of the Cinque Portskeep a courtat Dover, by
that name. Thefe things feem to indicate fome memorial of the magnet left
among the #el/b, from the oldeft times: and of .its application to failing.

Thus have we given a kind of hiftory of this prodigy in nature, the magne-
tic needle: to confirm our fufpicion, that the Briti/b Druids knew the ufe of
it, and ufed it in thefe works of theirs, which we have been treating of. We
learn in the Philofophical Tranfactions, Lowthorp, Vol. 1L p.6o1. ‘that there are
confiderable veins of “the magnet, inour own country, in Devonfhire; where
the Pbenicians and Druids muft needs be very converfant.

We return now to our firft fubject Szonehenge, and apply what has been faid,
to the obfcrvation we there made. It is not to be thought, that the Druids,
men who employed themfelves in thofe noble ftudies, which Cz/ar gives us
an account of, and who were at_the pains of bringing thefe  vaft . ftones to-
gether, from fuch a confiderable diftance of 16-miles: -I fay, it is not to be
thought, but that. they would be nice and exa& in placing them. And this,
not only particularly, in refpect of each other, upon the projected ground-

lot: but alfo in general,-in refpect of the quarters of the heavens. And this
I found to be a juft furmife, when I examined their works for feveral years to-
gether, with- fufficient accuracy, with a theodilite. . As I took notice before,
the works of one place regarded the cardinal points, but with: a certain uni-
form variation therefrom. Whence I grounded my conjecture, that they were
fet by a compafs, which at that time varied, according to that quantity ob-
fervd.  Of which property of variation we may well fuppofe, the Druids
were ignorant. _ This I now propofe for the rule of inveftigation, of the time
when Stonehenge was ereted. Hoping the reader will judge as favourably of
the attempt, "as things of  this great antiquity require. ‘ ’

The variation at Stonebenge is about 6 or 7 - degrees, from the north eaft-
ward. Thave in order to'form'our hypothefis, fet.down a fcheme of the ftate
of the variation in Englind, from the:beft - obfervations I could meet with.

Dr. Halley takes notice, that the variation at Paris is always 2 degreesand a half
- ' more
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more eafterly than with us. Orontius Finzus in 1550 obferv'd it to be there,
about g degrees, eafterly, therefore to reduce it, I have ftated it at 11 degrecs
30. and from thence continued it, to the prefent time, as in the enfuing table.

Anno Dom. Obfervation. Variation,
deg. min.

1550 By Fineus —— 11 30 eaft,
1580 =~ Mr. Burroughs 11 15 eaft.
1600 ———— 8 o eaft.
1622 ~——u  Mr. Gunter 6 o eaft.
1634 ———  Mr. Gellibrand 4 5 eaft.
1642 — — 3 5 eaft, .
1657 ——— Mr. Bond — o0 ©
1665 Mr. Bond ~ —— 1 22 weft
1666 ———  Capt. Sturmy —— 1 27 weft
1667 ———  Capt. Sturmy ——= 1 33 weft
1672 ————  Dr. Halley —— 2 30 weft
1683 —— 4 30 weft
1685 —— 5 5 weft
1692 ——e 6 o wefl.
1723 ——— 11 o wefl
1733 ——— 12 o welt.
1740 ——— 15 45 weft.

By this table it appears, that in the fpace of 180 years, the variation of
the magnetic needle in England, has fhifted from 11 degrees and a half eaft-
ward, to 11 degrees and a half weftward. In go years the medium of thofe
extremes, which was 1657, there was no variation at all; the needle pointing
due north and fouth. But zlas our obfervations extend no farther, 'We know
not the bound of the variation, on either hand: nor the quantity of its moti-
on, when thereabouts. Mr. Geo. Grabam thinks it is now near the weftern
bound. It is very flow, in all probability, when upon the return, and as
it were, ftationary: like the fun’s wotion at the uopics, when it is returning.
So that the nice determination of its circle, and of its motion, is referved
for remote pofterity. Dr. Halley conjectures, that the whole period of varia-
tion, is perform’d in about 700 years. Upon this fuprofition, in grofs, we
we may thus found our conjc¢ture, of the time of building of Stonchenge.

By what wecan find, the variation is about 9 minutes in a year, or a de-
gree and a half in 10 years, at this part of its circle. Now I obferv’d at Stone-
benge, that the eaftern wing of the avenue, the cur/us and other parts belonging
to the temple, abated fomewhat in their variation, eaflward, being fomewhat
lefs than that of the temple itfelf. It is highly reafonable to believe, that the
great work of Stonebenge could not take lefs than half a fcore years in build-
ing: and that thofe other works were made in fucceeding years, not long af-
ter it was finithed. From hence I gather, which way the magnetic variation
was moving, at the time of founding Stomehenge, viz. from eaft toward no
variation and fo to weft. This muft be the foundation of our calulus.

Therefore at the time of the founding of Stonebenge, the variation was about
the fame quantity and place, asabont A.D. 1620. in our preceeding table.
Suppofing with Dr. Halley, the revolution of this variation be about 700 years,
three intire revolutions thereof, bring us to about the year of the city of Rome
280. which is about 460 years before our Saviour’s time: 420 years before
Cefar invaded Britain. About 100 years before our Saviour’s birth, Divitia-
cus made the WWanjdike north of Stonebenge, and drove the pofleflors of this
fine country of the /#:ltfbire downs, northwards. So that the Druids enjoy-

ed their magnificent work of Stonebenge, but about 360 years, And the very
S great

6§
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great number of barrows about it, requires, that we thould not much fhorten
the time. Sir Jfaac Newton in his Chronology, reckons 19 years for a medium
of a king’s reign. So that in that fpace, there were about 19 kings, in this
country. And there feems to be about that number of royal barrows (in my
way of conjeturing ) about the place.

I obferve, this time we have affign'd for the building of Stonebenge, is not
long after Cambyfés’s invifion of Egypr. When he committed fuch horrid
outrages there, and made fuch difmal havock, with the priefts and inhabitants
in general, that they fled the country to all parts of the world. Some went
as far as the Eaf Indies, and there taught many of the antient Egyptian
cuftoms; as is taken notice of by the learned. It is not to be doubted that
fome of them fled as far weftward, into the ifland of Britasin, and introduced
fome of their learning, arts and religion, among the Druids; and perhaps had
a hand in this very work of Stonchenge: the only one that I know of, where -
the ftones are chizel’d. All other works of theirs, are of rude ftones, un-
touch’d of tool, exactly after the patriarchal and Fewib mode: thercfore
older. ' : ’

This was at a time, when the Phenician trade was at height, the readier a

conveyance to Britain: it was before the fecond temple at Ferufalem was builts
before the Grecians had any hiftory. ’

 Direitions o the binder.

Al the half fheet plates are to be bound up with the book, as fingle leaves,
according to their pages, and without guards, wiz. Plate, No. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 12, 14, 1§, 16, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35
Thofe Plates, No. 11, 17, 19, 21, are to be once folded in the middle, and
bound up with guards. Thofe Plates, No. 3, 5, 13, 18, 20, 22, are to be
folded in three parts, and bound up with guards. S
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Tonehenge the lateft of the Druid temples, Page 1, 17, 66
Older than the time of the Saxons and Danes, 1,2,3,7 47
Older than the time of the Roman Britons, . I, 2,32
Older than the time of the Belge, who preceded the Roman invafion, 4,8, 9, 47
The biftory of the Belge feated about Stonehenge, in Cefar’s time, 4, 8, 47
Our Welth the remains of the Belge, 8
The Cimbrians the fame, 48

Of the Wanf{dike: made by Divitiacus, 4, 47
Of Vefpafian’s camp Ambrefbury,

4

Tbhe fiones of Stonehenge are from the gray weathers on Marlborough dowﬂ?,
547

Of their nature, magnitude, weight, 50
Of their number, ‘ 30
Myr. Webb's drawings of Stonehenge fale, 3, 22, 2§
Abfurd to compare the work to Roman or Grecian orders, 6, 10, 16, 20, 21, 28
The ccll not form’d from three equilateral triangles, 3, 18,24, 33
But one entrance into the area, 3, 18, 23, 33
He makes one fide of the cell out of a bit of a loofé flone, 29
He bas turn'd the cell a fixth part from its true fituation, 3, 22
The cell not a bexagon, but an oval, 20, 22, 29
Dcmonftrated by Lord Pembroke's meafire, 28
. Demonfirated by trigonometry, ‘ 22
Proved by the furgeons amphitheater, London, being an imitation thereof; 23§
Stonehenge not made by the Roman foot, 6
Webb makes tbe inner circle, of thirty flones, inflead of forty, 20
He contracts 119 feet to 43, 33
He draws a flone on the vallum 120 foof out of ifs true place, 14
Stonehenge 7ot @ monument, 49

The Druids came with an oriental colony, upon the firft Celtic inbabitants, 62,63

Introduc’d bere by the Tyrian Hercules, 7, 31, 32, 50, 52, 55, 03
The colony were Pheenicians or Arabians, 63, 66
They found out our tin mines, 32, 55, 63

The Druids came bither about Abraham’s time or fooni after; 2,7, 31,32, 49;175 2
Jf}
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They were of the patriarchal religion, Page 1, 2, 17
Which was the fame as chriftianity, o 2, 54
Stonehenge prov'd the work of the Druids from the infinite number of the like,
all over the Britannic #fes, 3,8
Farther fuggeftions : becaufé accounted facred, made by magic, medicinal, came
Jfrom Ireland, Spain, Afric, Egypt. In fome places the name of Druids re-

maining, 3 5 9 47, 48
From the antiquities dug up about them, 4, 45, 46
Schetland iffes the Hyperboreans of the Greeks, zhence Abaris the Pythagorean

phibfoplser, 40
Stonehenge not built by the Saxons, deduced from its name, 7y 47
Demonftrated to be older than Roman times, 9, 10
Such in countries never conquered by the Romans, 3
Stonehenge and fich aworks built by the Pheenician colony, 8,9,32,49
The cathedral of the Arch-Druid, 8, 10, 32
Called antiently the Ambres, 9, 47
Thence Vefpafian's camp, and Ambretbury nam'd, . 49
Stonchenge call'd choir gaur: the great church or cathedral, 447
Made with mortaife and tenon, unufual with the Romans, 18
Made by the ancient Hebrew, Pheenician cubit, 6, 12, 28
Its proportion to our foot, 6, 11, 15, 26, 30, 32
The ancient decem-pedum, 12
The Druids were geometricians, 16, 18, 27, 42
Knew the ufe of the compafs, 57, 63
They carried a little ax to cut down mifletoe, 39, 48
The Druids letter, 31, 54
The patriarchal temples were open, 19, 23, 39, 39, 40, 46, 52, 54, 58.
Mofes’s tabernacle the firft cover'd temple, ‘ 23, 24, §8
Patriarchal temples, 19, 49, 46, 50, 51, 54
Of rude ftones, anchizeld, 66
The kehla, 24, 30, 40,
Had no flatues, B304 :2:
Patriarchal altars, 30, 50, 52

- Their temples fronted the eaft, 35
Their temples were confecrated and endowed, 52
Paying tythe, : 52, 5§
Bowing, a part of worfbip, 33, 34
They officiated barefooted, 55
They praitifed chaflity, before officiating, ibid.

 The priefts wore white linen furplices at the time of offciating, 24, 55
Their publick devotion was calld praying, or invoking, in the NAME, 52
They believ'd a future flate, 31
They gave notice of religious feflivals by fire, 37
Thofe were the quarterly facrifices, ibid.
The manner of facrificing, 34, 54
They usd water for purification, 11, 13, 14,34
Of the water vafés at Stonehenge, 11, 13, 14,
The flone table tbfere, 8 » 1514 gi
Of the flanes and cawvities on the vallum, 11, 14
Crwm-lechen, bowing flones, . 33, 34

Human
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Human facrifices, . Page ¢4
Heathen imitations of the Jews, 46, 60, 62
Main Ambres, rocking flones, gygonia, petre ambrofiz, Bzthylia, 18, 49,

50, §1, 52, 54

Ambrofia whar ? 51,52
Horned, anvinted, analogous to facred, confécrated, 52,59
The time when Hercules lived, 52, 53, 58
Hercules buslt patriarchal temples, where-ever be came, 54, 57
Probably be made the Main Ambre by Penfans, and Bifcawoon, 54
Perfepolis a patriarchal temple, 19, 46
Of the avenue of Stonehenge, 35, 39
Of its two wings, 35, 38, 41, 57
Eaflern wing, its variation, 36, 56, 57, 64, 63
Of the Hippodrom or Curfus, 13,41, 56
Its variation, 42, 57
Tke Romans borrowed the Britith chariots, 42
The eaflern meta, 1tsvariation, 57
Otber like works, in other parts of England, 43
9Ze via Iceniana, 9
Of the barrows or fepulchral tumuli, 43
Druid barrows, 10, 4 g
Arch-Druids barrows, 3

Urn burial, 44, 46
The bodies lay north and fouth, 45
Beads of amber, glafs, gold, &c. found, ibid.
Horfes, dogs, and other animals buried with them, 46
Carvilius’s zomb, 4, 44, 46

The magnetical compafs known to Hercules, the Pheenicians and Arabians, 57

The oracle of Jupiter Ammon bad a compafs, 59, 61, 62
The golden fleece was a compayfs, 60, 62
How the compafs was forgot, 55, 58, 63, 64
Apher grandfon of Abraham, companion of Hercules, from Arabia, 53, 62, 63
He gave name to Africa and to Britain, 53, 62, 63
A fcheme of the variation of the compafs, 65
A conjecture therefrom, when Stonehenge was founded, 65
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