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The PREFACE.

TO THE

SECOND EDITION.

H1IS Second Edition of this Works

notwithftanding a large Impre/fion

of the Firft,is a Certificate fromthe
World of 1ts general Acceptation s [o we need
not, according to the Cuftomof Editors, boaf?
of it without Evidence, or tell a F——b in
its Favour.

The Subject is fingular, and it has been
handled after a fingular Manner : The wife
World has been pleafed with it, the merry
World bas been drverted with it, and the igr-
morant World has been tanght by it 5 none
but the malicions part of the World has been
offended at it : Who can wonder, that when
the Devil is not pleaféd, his Friends fhould
be angry?

The [trangeft thing of it all is, to hear
Satan complain that the Story is handled
prophanely : But who canthink it ftrange that
bis Advocates fhould BE, what hc was from
the Beginning?

The Author affirms, and has good Vouchers
for it (in the Opinion of fuch whaft Fudg-
ment paffes with him for an Authority) that
the whole Tenor of the Work is [olemn, cal-
culated to promote ferious Religion, and ca-
pable of being improvd in areligions manner.
But he does not think that we are bound ne-
ver to [peak of the Devil but with an Air

A2 of



PREFA.CE.
of Terror, as if we were always afraid of him.

"Tis evident the Devil, as fubtle and as
frightful as be is, has aited the ridiculous
and foolifb Part, as much as moft of God's
Creatures, and daily does fo. And he can-
not believe "tis any Sin to expofe him for a
foolifb Devil, as he is, or [bew the IWorld
that he may be laugh'd at.

Thofe that think the Subject not handled
with Gravity enough, have all the Room .
given them in the World to handle it better s
and as the Author profeffes he is far from
thinking his Piece perfect, they ought not to
be angry that he gives them leave to mend it.
He has had the Satisfaétion to pleafe fome
Readers, and to fee good Men approve it
and for the reft, as my Lord Rochefter fays
i another Cafe,

He counts their Cenfure Fame.

As for a certain Reverend Gentleman,
who is pleafed gravely to diflike the Work (be
hepes, rather for the Author's fake than the
Devil's) be only fays, Let the Performance
bec how it will, and the Author what he will,
itis apparent he has not yet preach’d away
all his Hearers.

1t is enough to me (fays the Author) that
the Devil humfelf is not pleafed with my
Work, and lefs with the Defign of it; let
the Devil and all bis fellow Complainers
Stand on one [fide, and the honeft, well mean-
g, charitable World, who approve my Work,
on the other, and I'll tell Nofes with Satan,
if he dares.
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Cuapr. L

Being an Introduction to the whole IWork.

[ 4

Doubt not but the 'title of this book will

amufe fome of my reading friends a little at

firft; they will make a paufe, perhaps,as they

doat a witch’s prayer, and be fome timea re-
folving whether they had beft look into it or no,
lett they fhould really raife the Dewvil by reading
his ftory.

Childrenand old women have told themfelves {o
many frightful things of rbe Devil, and have form’d
ideas of him in their minds, in fo many horrible
and monftrous fhapes, that really it were enough
to fright the Dewvi/ himfelf, tomeet himfelf in the
dark, drefs’dup in the feveral figures which imagi-
nation has form’d for him in the minds of men;
and as for themfelves, I cannot think by any
means that the Devi/ would terrify them hn{lf
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2 The HISTORY

fo much, if they were to converfe face to face
with him.

It muft certainly therefore be a moft ufeful un-
dertaking to give the true hiftory of this Zyrant of
the air, this God of the world, this terror and aver-
fion of mankind, which we call Devil; to thew
what he 1s, and what he 1s noT, wherehe 1s, and
where he 1s'xoT, when he is 1N us, and when he
ts ~Nor; for I cannot doubt but that the Devil
is really and Jona fide in a great many of our ho-
neft weak-headed friends, when they themfelves
know nothing of ghe matter.

Nor is the work fo difficult as fome may 1ma-
gine. 'The Devil’s biffory is not fo hard to come
at, asit {eems to be; His original and the firftrife
of his family is'upon record, and as for his con-
duct, he has acted indeed in the dark, as to me-
thod in many things; but i» general, as cunning
as he is, he has been fool enough to expofe him-
felf in fome of the moft confiderable tranfactions
of his Lifc, and has not thewn himfelf a politi-
cianat all: Our old friend Matchiavel outdid him
in many things, and I may in the procefs of this
work give an account of feveral of the fons of
Adam, and fome focieties of ’em too, who have
out-witted the Devil, nay, who have out-fin’d
the Devily and that I think may be call’'d out-
fhooting hin in his own bow. ’

It may perhaps be expeéted of me in this hi-
ftory, that fince I feem inclin’d to fpeak favoura-
bly ot Satan, to do him juftice, and to write his
ftory impartially, T fhould take fome pains to tell
you what religion heis of; and even this part may
not be fo much a jeft, as at firlt fight you may
take it to be; for Sazan has fomething of reli-
gon in him, I affure you; nor is he fuch an un-
profitable Dewil that way, as fome may fuppofc
him to be; for tho’, inreverence to my brethren,

T T will



of the DEVIL. 3
1 will not reckon him among the Clergy; No not
fo much as a gifted Brother, yet I cannot deny,
but that he often preaches, and if it be not pro-
fitably to his hearers; ’tis as much their fault,
as it 15 .out of his defign, _

It has indeed been {gggeﬁcci that he has taken
orders, and that a certam Pope, famous for being
an extraordinary favourite of his, gave him both
inftitution and indultion; but as thisis not up-
on record, and therefore we have no authentic
document for the probation, I thall not affirm it
for a truth, for I would not flander the Dewvil.

It is faid alfo, and I amapt to believe it, that he
was very familiar with that holy father Pope Sijve/=
ter 11. and fome chargehim with perfonating Pope
Hildebrand on an extraordinary occafion, and him-
felf ficting in the chair apoftolick, in a full con-
gregation; and you may hear more of this here-
after: But as I do not meet with Pope Diabolus
among the lift; in all father Platina’s lives of the
Popes, fo I am willing to leave it as I find it.

But to {peak to the point, and a nice pointitis
I acknowledge; namely, what religion the Devil
is of; my anfwer will indeed be general, yet not
atallambiguous, for I loveto fpeak pofitively and
with undoubted evidence.

1. Heis a believer. And if in faying fo it thould
follow, that even the Devil has more religion
than fome of our men of fame ¢an at this
time be charged with, I hope my Lorde——
and his Grace the == of —~ and fome of
the upper clafs in the red-hot club, will not
wear the coat, however well it may fit to
their fhapes, or challenge the Satyr, asif it
were pointed at them, becaufe ’tis due to
them: In a word, whatever their Lordfhips

B 2 arcy.



4 The HISTORY

are, I can aflurc them that the Dewil is no
Infidel.

. He fears God. We have fuch abundant evi-
dence of thisin facred Hiftory, that if I were
notat prefent, in common witha few others,
talking to an infidel fort of Gentlemen, with
whom thofe remote things call’d Scriptures
are not allow’d in evidence, I might fay it
was fufficiently prov’d; but I doubt not in
the procefs of this undertaking to thew, that
the Dewvilreally fears God, and that after ano-
ther mannerthan ever he fear’d Saint Frances
or Saint Dunflan; and if that be proved, as
I take upon me to advance, I fhall leave it
to judgment, who’s the better Chriftian, zbe
Devil who believes and #rembles, or our mo-
dern gentry of =—— who belicve neither God
wuor Devil.

[ &)

Having thusbrought ke Dewvil withinthe Pal,
I fhall leave him among you for the prefent; not
but that I may examine in its order who has the
beft claim to his brotherhood, the Papifts or the
Proteftants 5 andamongthelatter the Lutherans or
the Calvinifts ; and fo defcending to all thefeveral
denominations of churches, fee who haslefs of 7be
Devil in them, and who more; and whether /efs
or smore the Devil has not a feat in every f{yna-
gogue, a pew in every church, a place in every
pulpit, and a vote in every fynod; even from the
Saphedrim of the Fews, to our friends at the
Baf{ and Mouth, &c. from the greateft to the
leaft.

It will, I confefs, come very much within the
compafsof this partof my dilcourfe, to give anac-
count, or at leaft make an effay toward ity of the

- thare zhe Devil has had in the {preading religion
an the world ; and efpecially of dividing and fubdi-
¢ viding
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viding opinions inreligion; perhaps, to eke it out
and make it reach the farther; and alfo to {hew
how far he is or has made himfelf a miflionary of
the famous clan de propaganda fides it is true, we
find him heartily employ’d in almoft every cor-
ner of the world ad propaganduni errorem : But that
may require a hiftory by it felf.

As to his propagating religion, ’tis a little hard
indeed, at hrit fight, to charge the Devil with
propagating religion, that is to fay, if we take it
literally, and in the grofs; but if you take it as
the Scots infifted to take the oath of fidelity, viz.
with an explanation, it is plain Satan ks very
often had a fhare in the method, if not in the
defign of propagating the chriffian faith: For ex-

ample.
fthink I do no injury at all to the Devil, to fay
that he had a great hand in the old boly war, as
it was ignorantly and enthufiaftically call'd ;
ftirring up the chriftian princes and powers of
Europe to run a maddingafter the Turksand Sara-
censyand make warwith thofe innocent people above
a thoufand miles off, only becaufe they entred in-
to God’s heritage when he had forfaken it;
graz’d upon his ground when he had fairly tarn’d
it into a common, and laid it open for the next
* comer; fpending their nation’s treafure, and cmbark~
ing their kings and people, (I fay) in a war above
a thoufand miles off, filling their heads with that
religious madnefs, call’d, in thofe days, boly zeal
to recover the ferra fantia, the fepulchers of Chrift
and the Saints, and as they call’dit falfly, thezoly
¢ity, tho’ true religionfaysit wastheaccurfed city,
and not worth {pending one drop of blood for.
This religious Baubble was certainly of Satan,
who, as he crafiily drew them in, fo like a true
Devil he left them in the lurch when they came
there, fac’d about to the Saracess, animated the
B3 immor-
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immortal Saladin againft them, and manag’d fa
dexteroufly that he left the bones of about thir-
teen or fourteen hundred thoufand Chriftians there
as a trophy of his infernal politicks; and after the
chriftian world had wun a /s fanta terra, or in
Englifbya faunt’ring abouta hundred year, he dropt
it to play another game lefs foolifh, but ten times
wickeder than that which went before it, namely,
turning the crufadoes of the Chriftians one againit
another; and, as [ludibras {aid inanother cale,

¢ Made them fight like mad or drunk
¢ For dame religion as for punk.

Of this you have a compleat account in the
hiftory of the Popes decrees againft the Count
de Thoutonfe, and the W aldenfes and Albigenfes, with
the crufadoes and maffacres which follow’d upon
them, wherein to do zbe Devil's politicks {fome
juftice, he met with all the fuccefs he could de~
firc; the zealots of that day executed his in-
fernal orders moft puntually, and planted religi-
on iu thofe countries in a glorious and triumphant
manncr, upon the deftrution of an infinite num-
ber of innocent people, whote blood has fatren’d
the {oil for the growth of the Catholick faith, in
a manner very particular, and to Satan’s full fatis-
faction. ' '

I might, to compleat this part of his hiftory,
give you the detail of his progrefs in thefe firft
{teps of his alliances with Kome; and add a long
lift of maflacres, wars, and expeditions in behalt
of religion, which he has had the honour to have
avifible hand in; fuch asthe Parifian maflacre, the
Flemifly war under the Duke &’ Adlva, the Smith-
fpeld fires in the Marian days in England, and the
maflacres in Zfreland ; all which would moft effec-
tually convince us that ' zhe Devil has not bedeln

g . Vo CE T e



of the DEVIL: 7

idle in his bufinefs y but I may meet with thefe
again in my way, ’tis enough, while I am upon
the generals only, to méntion them thusina fum-
mary way; I fay, ’tis enough to prove that zke
Devil has really been as much concerned as any
body, in the methods taken by fome people for
propagating the chriftian religion in the world.

Some have rathly, and I had almoft faid mali-
cioufly charg’d the Devil with the great triumphs
of his friends the Spaniards in America, and would
place the conquelt of Mexico and Peru to the cre-
dit of his account.

But T cannot join with them in thisatall, I
mufl fay, I believe tbe Devil was innocent of that
matter; my reafon is, becaufe, Sazan was never
fuch a fool as to fpend his time, or his pohticks,
or embark his allies to conquer nations who were
already his own; that would be Saran againit
Beelzehub, a making war upon himfelfy and at leaft
doing nothing to the purpofe.

If they thould charge him, indeed, with dc-
luding Philip I1. of Spaininto that prepofterousat-
tempt call’d rhe Armada, (angliceythe Spanifh Inva-
Jien,) 1{hould indeed morereadily join with themy;
but whether he did it weakly, in hope, which was
indeed not likely, that it thould fucceed; or wick-
edly, to deftroy that great flect ofthe Spaniards,and
draw them within the reach of his own do-
minions, theelements; this beinga queftion which
authors differ exceedingly about, I fhall leave it
to decide it {elf.

But the greateft piece of management, which we
find the Devilhas concern’d himfelf inof late, in the
matter of religion, feems tobethat of the miffion
into China; and here indeed Sazan has acted his
mafter-piece: It was, no doubt, much for hisfer-
vice, that #he Chinefes thould have no infight in-
to mattersof religion, T mean, that we call chrif=

B4 tian



3 The HSITORY

tian; and therefore, tho’ Popery andthe Dewvil are
not at fo much variance as fome may imagine, yet
he did not think it {afe to let the general {yftem
of Chriftianity be heard of among them in China.
Hence when the name of the chriftian religion
had but been received with fome feeming appro-
bation in the country of Fapan, Satan imme-
diately, as if alarm’d at the thing, and dread-
ing what the confequence of it might be, arm’d
the Faponefes againit it with fuch fury, that they
expell’d it at once. '

It was much fafer to his defigns, when, if the
ftory be not a fiction, he put that Dautch witicifm
into the mouths of the States commanders, when
they came to ¥apan; who having more wit than
to own themfelves Chriftians in fuch a place as
that, when the queftion was put to them, anfwer-
ed negatively, Zhat they were not, but that they
were of another religion call’d Hollanders.

However, it feems the diligent 7e/zits out-wit-
ted the Devil in Chinay and, as I faid above, over-
thot him in his own Bow; for the miflion being
in danger &y the Dewil and the Chinele Emperor’s
goining togethery of being wholly expell’d there
too, as they had been in Fapan, they cunningly
fell in with the ecclefiafticks of the country, and
joining the prieftcraft of both religions together,
they brought Fefus Chrit and Confucius to be fo
reconcilable, that the Chinefe and the Romanido-
latry appeared capable of a confederacy, of go-
ing on hand in hand together, and confequent-
ly of being very good friends.

This was a mafter-piece indeed, and, as they
Jay, almoit frighted Sazzn out of his wits; but
he being a ready manager, and particularly fa-
mous for ferving himfelf of the rogueries of the
priefts, fac’d about immediately to the miffion,
and making a virtue of neceflity, clapt in, Wit{ll

a
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all poffible alacrity, with the propofal*; fo the
Fefuitsand he form’d abotch-potch of religion made
up of Poperyand Paganifm, and calculated toleave
the latter rather worfe than they found it, blind-
ing the faith of Chrift and the philofophy or mo-
rals of Confucins together, and formally chriften-
ing them by the name af religion; by which means
the politick intereft of the miffion was prefer-
ved; and yet Satan loft not one inch of ground
with the Chinefes, no, not by the planting the
Golfpel it {elf, fach as it was, among them.

Nor has it been fuch difadvantage to him that
this plan or fcheme of a new modell’'d religion
would not go down at Rome, and that the Inqui-
fition damn’d it with Bell, Bookand Candle; dif-
tance of place ferv’d his new allies, the miffiona-
ries, in the ftead of a protetion from the Inqui-
fition; and now and then arich prefent well plac’d
found them friends in the congregation it felf; and
where any Nuncio with his impudent zeal pretended
to take fuchalong voyage to oppofethem, Satan
took care to get him fent back re infefta, or in-
{pird the miflion to move him off the premiffes,
by methods of their own (that is to fay, being
interpreted) to marther bim.

Thus the miffion has init{elf been truly devilifs,
and the Devil hasinterefted himfelf in the planting
the chriftian religion in China.

The influence zbe Dewil has in the Politicks of
mankind, is another efpecial part of his hiftory,
and would require, if it were poffible, a veryexack
defcription; but here we fhall neceffarily be obli-
ged to inquire fo nicely into the Arcana of circum-
itances, and unlock the cabinetsof ftate in fo many

\

* N. B. He never refus’d {etting his hand to any opinion
which he thought it for his intereft to acknowledge.

courts,
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courts, canvafs the councils of minifters and the
conduét of princes fo fully, and expofe them fo
much, that 1t may, perhaps, make a combuftion
among the great politicians abroad; and in doing
that we may come fo near home too, that tho’
perfonal fafety and prudentials forbid our med-
ling with our own country, we may be taken in
adouble entendre, and fall unpitied for being only
fufpected of touching truths that are fo tender,
whether we are guilty or no; on thefc accounts
I muft meddlethe lefs with that part, at leaft for
the prefent.

Be it that the Devil has had a fhare in fome of
the late councils of Ewrope, influencing them this
way or that way, to his own advantage, what is
it to us? For example, What if he has had any
concern in the late affair of Thorn? What need
we put it upon him, feeing his confederates the
Fefuites with the Affefforial tribunal of Poland
take it upon themfelves? I fhall leave that part
to the iffue of time. I wifh it were as eafy to
perfuade the world that he had no hand in bring-
ing the injur’d Proteftants to leave the jufticedue
to thecries of proteftantblood to the arbitrament
of a popith power, who dare fay that #be Devil
muft be in it, if juftice fhould be obtain’d that
way: I thould rather fay, #he Devil is in it, or
elfe it would never be expelted.

It occurs next to enquire from the premiffes,
whether zhe Devil hasmoreinfluenceorlefs in the
affairs of the world now, than he had in former
ages; and this will depend upon comparing, as
we goalong, his methods and way of working in
patt times, and the modern politicks by which
he a&s in our days; with the diftering reception
which he has met with among the men of fuch dif-
tant ages.

But
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But there is fo much to enquire of about zbe
Dewily before we can bring his ftory down ta
our modern times, that we muft for the pre-
fent let them drop, and look a little back to
the remoter parts of this hiftory; drawing his
picture that people may know him when they
meet him, and fee who and what he is, and what
he has been doing ever fince he got leave to attin
the high ftation he now appears in. o

In the mean time, if I might obtain leave to¥
prefent an humble petition to §azan, it thould be,
that he would according to modern ufage oblige
us all, with writing zhé hiffory of bis own timess
*twould, as well as one that is gone before it, be
a Devilifh good one ; for as to the fincerity of the
performance, the authority of the particulars, the
juftice of the charaéters, {g¢. if they were no bet-
ter vouch’d, no more confiftent with themfelves,
with charity, with truth, and with the honour of
an hiftorian, than the laft of that kind which
came abroad among us, it muft be a reproach to
the Devil himfelf to be the author of it.

Were Satan to be brought under the leaft ob-
ligation to write truth, and that the matters of
fact, which he fhould write, might be depended
‘upon, he is certainly qualified by his knowledge
ot things to be a compleat hiftorian 3 nor could
the Bifﬁop himfelf, who, by the way, bas given us
already the Devil of a hiffory, come up to him:
Miltow's Paudemonium, tho' an excellent drama-
tick performance, would appear a meer trifling
fing-fong bufinefs, beneath tgc dignity of Chevy-
chefe : 'The Dewil could give us a true account
cf all the civil wars in Heaven ; how and by
whom, and in what manner he loft the day there,
and was oblig’d to quit the field : The fiction of
his refufing to acknowledge and fubmit to the
Meffiab, upon his being declar’d Generaliffimo of

' the
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the Heavenly forces, which Satan expected him-
telf, as the cldeft officer; and his not being able
tobrook another to be put in over his head; Ifay,
that fine-fpun thought of Mr. Milton would ap-
pear to be {train’d too far, and only ferve to con-
vince us that he (Milton) knew nothing of the mat-
ter.  Satan knows very well, that the Mefah was
not declared to be the Son of God with power till
by and after zhe refurrection from the dead, and
that all power was then given him in Heaven and
earth, and not before ; fo that Satan’s rebellion
muft derive from other caufes, and upon other
.occafions, as he himfelf can doubtlefs give us an
account, if he thinks fit, and of which we fhall
fpeak further in this work.

What a fine Hiftory might this old Gentleman
write of the Antediluvian world, and of all the
weighty affairs, as well of ftate as of religion,
which happen’d during the fifteen hundred years
of the patriarchal adminiftration !

Who, like him, could give a full and compleat

account of the Deluge, whether it was a meer
vindictive, a blaft from Heaven, wrought by a
fupernatural power in the way of miracle? or
whether, according to Mr. Burnet’s Theory, it was
a confequence following antecedent caufes by the
meer neceflity of nature ; feen in conflitution,
natural pofition, and unavoidable working of
things, as by the Theory publif’d by that learn’d
enthufiaft it feems to be ?
_ Satan could eafily account for all the difficul-
ties of the Theory, and tell us whether, as there
was a natural neceflity of the Deluge, there is not
the like neceflity and natural tendency to a Con-
flagration at laft. :

Would #he Devil exert himfelf as an Hiftorian,
for our improvement and diverfion, how glorious
an account could he give us of Noals’s Voyagg

‘ roun
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round the world, in the famous Ark! he could
refolve all the difficulties about the building it,
the furnithing ity and the laying up provifionin it
for all the colleétion of kinds that he had made;
He could tell us whether all the creatures came
voluntier to him to go into the ark, or whether
he went a hunting for feveral years before, in or-
der to bring them together.

He could give us a true relation how he wheed-
led the people of the next world into the abfurd
ridiculous undcrtaking of building a Babel; how
far that ftupendous ftair-cafe, which was in ima-
gination to reach up to Heaven, was carried, be-
fore it was interrupted and the builders confoun-
ded; how their fpeech was alter’d, how many
Tongues it was divided into, or whether they
were divided at all ; and how many fubdivifions
or dialets have been made fince that, by which
means very few of God's creatures, except the
Brutes, underftand one another, or care one far-
thing whether they do or no.

In all thefe things Satan, who, no doubt, would
make a very good chronologift, could fettle every
Epocha, correét every Calendar, and bring all our
accounts of time to a general agreement; as well
the Grecian Olympiads, the Turkifh Heghira, the
Chinefe fi€titious account of the world’s duration,
as our blind Fulian and Gregorian accounts, which
have put the world, to this day, into fuch confu-
fion, that we neither agree in our holy-days or
working days, fafts or feafts, nor keep the fame
fabbaths in any part of the fame globe.

This great Antiquary could bring usto a certain-
ty in all the difficulties of ancient ftory, and tell
us whether the tale of the fiege of 770y, and the
rape of Helen was a fable of Homer or a hiftory ;
whether the fictions of the Poets are form’d from
their own brain, or founded in fafts; and whe-

ther
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ther letters were invented by Cadmus the Pheni-
ciany or ditated immediately from Heaven at mount
Sinai.
~ Nay, he could tell us how and in what manner
he wheedled Eve, deluded 4dam, put Cain into a
paffion, till he made hiry murther his own bro-
ther ; and made Noab, who was above §oo years
a preacher of righteoufnefs, turn Sot in his old
age, dithonour all his miniftry, debauch himfelf
with wine, and by getting drunk and expofing
himfelf, become the jeft and laughing-ftock of
his children, and of all his pofterity to this day.
And would Satan, according to the modern
practice of the late right reverend Hiftorian, enter
mto the charalters of the great men of his age,
how fhould we be diverted with the juft hiftory
of Adam; in paradife and out of it; his charater,
and how hebehaved at and after hisexpulfion ; how
Cain wandered in the land of Nod, what the
‘mark was which Ged {et upon him, whofe daugh-
ter his wife was, and how big the city was he
~ built there, according to 2 certain Poet of noble
extration,

How Cuain in the land of Nod
When the rafcal was alone
Like an owl in an ivy tod
Built a city as big as Roan.
Roch.

He could have certainly drawn Ewe’s picture,
told us cvery feature in her face; and every inch
in her thape, whether fhe was a perfect beauty or
no, and whether with the fall the did grow crook-
cd, ugly, ill-natur’d and a fcold; as the learned
Valdemar {uggefts to be the effets of the curfe.

Defcending to the charaéter of the Patriarchs
in that age, he might, no doubt; give us in pTr-

ticular
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ticular the characters of Belus, worfhip’d under
the name of Baal; with Satan, and Fupiter, his
fucceffors; who they were here, and how they be-
haved ; with all the Pharaoks of Egypt, the Abi-
milechs of Canaan, and the great monarchs of 4/
[yria and Babylon.

Hence alfo he is able to write the lives of all
the Heroes of the world, from Alexander of Ma-
cedon to Lewis the XIV. and from Auguftus vo the
great King George; nor could the Bithop himfelf
go beyond him for flattery, any more than the
Devil” himfelf could go beyond the Bifhop for
falthood.

1 could enlarge with a particular fatisfation up-
on the many fine things which 84727, rummaging
his inexhauftible ftorehoufe of flander, could fet
down to blacken the charaéters of good men, and
load the beft Princes of the world with infamy
and reproach. '

But we fhall never prevail with him, T doubt,
to do mankind fo much fervice, as refolving all thofe
difficulties would be; for he has anindelible grudge
againtt us ; ashe believes, and perhapsisaflur'd that
men were at firft created by his fovereign, to the
intent that after a certain ftate of Probation in
life, fuch of them as fhall be approved, are appoin-
ted to fillup thofe vacancies in the Heavenly Hoft,
which were made by the abdication and expulfion
of him (zhe Devil) and his Angels ; fo that manis
appointed to come in Sazan’s ltead; to make good
the breach, and enjoy all thofe ineffable Joys and
Beatitudes which Saran enjoy’d before his fall 5
nowonder then, that zbe¢ Devil {fwells with envy
and rage at mankind in general, and at the beft of
them in particular; nay, the granting this point is
giving an unanfwerable reafon, why the Dewil prac-
ufes with fuch unwearied and indefatigable applica-
tionupon the beft men,if poflible,to difappoint Gon

Almighty’s
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Almighty’s decree, and that he fhould not find
enough among the whole Race, to be proper fub-
jets of his clemency, and qualified to fucceed #ke
Devil and his hoft, or fill up the places vacant by
the Fall. It is true indecd, the Devil, who we
have reafon tofay is no fool, ought to know better
than to fuppofe that if he fhould feduce the whole
race of mankind, and make them as bad as him-
felf, he could, by that fuccefs of his wickednefs,
thwart or difappoint the determined purpofes
of Heaven ; but that thofe which are appointed
to inherit the Thrones, which he and his fol-
lowers abdicated, and were depofed from, fhall
certainly be preferv’d in fpite of his Devices for
that inheritance, and fhall have the pofleffion fe-
cur'd to them, notwithftanding all that zke
Drvil and all the Hoft of 7%/l can do to pre-
vent it.

But, however he knows the certainty of this,
and that when he endeavours the feducing the cho-
fen fervants of the moft High, he fights againft
Gop himfelf, ftruggles with irrefiftible grace, and
makes war with infinite power; undermining the
church of God, and that faith in him which is
fortifie Wité‘l the eternal promifes of Jefus Chrift,
that the gates of Hell, that is to fay, the Dewvil and
all his power, fhall not prevail again{t them ; I
fay, however he knows the impoflibility there is
that he fhould obtain his ends, yet fo blind is his
rage, fo infatuate his wifdom, that he cannot re-
frain breaking himfelf to pieces againft this moun-
tain, and fplitting againft the rock. gz: Fupiter
vult perdere hos dementat.

But to leave this ferious part, which is a little
too folemn, for the account of this rebel; feeing
we are not to expect he will write his own Hi-
ftory for our information and diverfion, I thall fee
if I cannot write it for him: In order to this, I

{hall
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thall extract the fubftance of his whole ftory,from
the beginning to our own times, which 1 fhall col-
let out of what is come to hand, whether by
revelation or infpiration, that’s nothing to him;
I fhall take care {o to improve my intelligence, as
may make my account of him authentick, and,
in @ word, fuch as the Devil himfelf fhall not be
able to contradiét.

In writing this uncouth ftory I fhall be freed
from the cenfures of the Criticks, in a more than
ordinary manner, upon one account efpecially;
(wiz.) that my ftory fhall be fo juft and fo well
grounded, and, after all the good things I thall
fay of Satan, will be {o little to his fatisfaction, that
the Devil himfelf will not be able to fay, I dealt
with the Devil in writing it: I might, perhaps,
give you fome account where I had my intelli-
gence,and howall the Arcana of his management
have come to my hands; but pardon me, Gentle-
men, this would be to betray converfation, and to
difcover my agents, and you know ftatefmen are
very careful to preferve the correfpondences they
keep in the enemy’s country, left they expole
their friends to the refentment of the Power
whofe councils they betray.

Befides, the learned tell us, that minifters of ftate
make an excellent plea of their not betraying their
intelligence, againtt all party inquiries into the
great fums of money pretended to be paid for /-
cret fervice; and whether the fecret fervice was to
bribe people to betray things abroad or at home;
whether the money was paid to fome body or tono
body,employ’d to eftablith corref; pondences abroad,
or to cftablith families and amafs treafure at home B
1 a word, whether it was to ferve their country
orferve themfelves, it has been the fame thing, and
the fame plea has been their proteCtion: Like-
wife in the important affair which I am upon, ’tis

C hoped
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hoped you will notdefire me to betray my Corre-
fpondents; for you know Satan is naturally cruel
and malicious, and who knows what he mightdo
to thew his refentment? at leaft it might endanger
a ftop of our intelligence for the future.

And yet, before I have done, I fhall make it
very plain, that however my information may be
fecret and difficult, that yet I came very honeftly
by it, and fhall make a very good ufe of it; for
’tis a great miftake in thofe who think that an ac-
quaintance with the affairs of #he Dewil may not
be made very ufeful to us all: They that know no
evil can know no good; and, as the learned tell us,
that a ftone taken out of the head of a Toad is a
good antidote againft poifon; fo a competent
knowledge of the Dewvil, and all his ways, may be
the beft help to make us defic #he Devil and all
his works.

Cuapr. IL

Of the word DEVIL, as it is a proper name
to the Devil, and any or all his hoft, An-
gels, &c.

IT isa queftion,not yet determined by the learned,
whether the word Devil be a fingular,thatisto
fay,the name of a perfon ftanding by himfelfyor anoun
of multitude; if itbe a fingular, and fo muft be ufed
perfonally only asa proper name, it confequently im-
plies onc imperial Devil, Monarch or King of the
whole clan of Hell ; juftly diftinguifh’d by the
term THE DEVIL, or as the Scors call him, #he

muckle
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muckle horw’d Dee’ly or as others ina wilder dialeét,
the Devil of Flell, that is to fay, the Devil of a
Devil; or (better ftill) as the Scripture exprefles it,
by way of emphafis, the great red Dragon, the
Dewil and Satan.

But if we take this word to be, as above, 2
noun of multitude, and fo to be ufed ambo-dexter, as
occafion prefents, fingular or plural ; thenzbe Devil
fignifies Satan by himfelf, or Satan with all his
Legions athis heels, as you pleafe, more orlefs 5 and
this way of underftanding the word, asit may be
very convenient for my purpofe, in the account I
am now to give of the infernal Powers, fo it is
not altogether improper in the nature of the
thing: It is thus exprefs’d in Scripture, wherethe
perfon poflels’d Marz. iv. 24. is firft faid to be
poflefs’d of zhe Devsl (fingular) and our Saviour
asks him, as fpeaking to a fingle perfon, whar is
2hy name ? and isanfwer’d in the plural and fingular
together, my name is LEGIoN; for we are many.

Nor will it be any wrong to #he Devil, fuppofing
him a fingle perfon, feeing entitling him to the con-
duct of all his inferior Agents, is what he will take
rather for an addition to his infernal glory, than a
diminution or leflening of him in the extent of
his Fame.

Having thus articl’d with the Devi! for liberty
of fpeech, I fhall talk of him fometimes in the
fingular, as a perfon, and fometimes in the plural,
as an hoft of Dewils or of infernal Spirits, juft as
occafion requires, and as the hiftory of his affairs
makes neceffary.

But before I enter upon any part of his hiftory,
the nature of the thing calls me Eack, and my Lord
B of in his late famous orations in de-
fence of liberty, fummons me to prove that there
is fuch a thing or fuch a perfon as zbe Devil 3 and
in fhort, unlefs I can give fome evidence of his

Cz2 exiftence,
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exiftence, as my Lord —— faid very well, I am
talking of nobody.

D—m me, Sir, fays a gracele(s comrade of his
to a great man, your Grace will go to the Dewvil.

D—m ye, Sir, fays the D , then I fhall go
#no where; 1 wonder where you intend to go?

Nay, to zhe D { too 1 doubt, fays Gracelefs,
for I am almoft as wicked as my Lord Duzke.

D. Thou ar’t a {illy empty Dog, fays the D—,
and if there is fuch a place as a Ak/ly tho’ T be-
lieve nothing of it, ’tis a place for fools, fuch as
thou art.

Gr. 1 wonder then, what Heaven the great wits
go to, fuch as my Lord Duke; 1 don’t care to go
there, let it be where it will ; they are a tirefome
kind of people, there’s no bearing them, they’ll
make a Hell wherever they come.

D. Prithee hold thy fool’s tongue, I tell thee,
if there is any fuch place as we call No WHERE 3
that’s all the Heaven or Hell that I know of, or
believe any thing about.

Gr. Very good, my Lord—; fo that Heaven is no
wherey and Hell is no where, and the Dewil is nobody,
according to my Lord Duke !

D. Yes Siry and what then?

Gr. And you are to go #o where when you die,
are you?

D. Yes, you Dog, don’t you know what that
incomparable noble genius my Lord Rochefter fings
upon the fubject, I believe it unfeignedly,

fings.
After death nothing is,
And nothing death.

Gr. You believe it, my Lord, you mean, you
would fain believe it if you could; but {ince you
put that great genius my Lord Rocheffer upon me,
let me play him back upon your Grace; 1 am fure

you
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you have read his fine poem upon #othing, in one
of the ftanzas of which is this beautiful thought,

And to be part of * thee
The wicked wifely pray.

D. You are a foolith Dog.

Gr. And my Lord Duke is a wife Infidel.

D. Why? is it not wifer to believe no Dewvil,
than to be always terrify’d at him ?

Gr. But fhall I tofs another Poet upon you,
my Lord?

If it fhould fo fall out, as who can tell

But there may be a Gop, a Heaven and Hell?
Mankind had beft confider well, for fear

"T fhould be too late when their miftakes appear.

D. D—m your feolifh Poet, that’s not my Lord
Rochefler.

Gr. But how muft I be damn’d, if there’s #o De-
2il? Is not your Grace a little inconfiftent there?
My Lord Rockefter would not have {aid that, and’t
pleafe your Grace.

D. No,you Dog,Tam not inconfiftentat all, and
if T had the ordering of you, I'd make you fen-
fible of it; I'd make you think your felf damn’d
for want of 2 Devil.

Gr. That’s like one of your Grace’s paradoxes,
fuch as when you {wore by Ged that you did not
believe there was any fuch thing as 4 God, or
Devil 5 {o you {wear by #othing, and damn me to
no where.

* Mean't of nothing.

C3 D. You
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D. You are a critical Dog, who taught you to
believe thele folemn trifles? who taught you te
fay there isa Gop?

Gr. Nay, I had a better {chool-mafter than my
Lord Duke.

D. Why, who was your {chool-mafter pray ?

Gr. The Devily and’t pleafe your Grace.

D. The Devil! the Devil he did? what you're
going to quote Scripture, are you? Prithee don’t
tell me of Scripture, I know what you mean, zhe
Devils believe and tremble; why then I have the
whip-hand of the Dewil, for I hate trembling; and
I am deliver’d from it effetually, for I never
believed any thing of it, and therefore I don’t
tremble.

Gr. And there, indeed, I am a wickeder crea-
ture than the Dewil, or even than my Lord Duke,
for 1 believe, and yet don’t tremble neither.

D. Nay, if you are come to your penitentials I
have done with you.

Gr. And Lthink Tmuft have done with my Loid
Duke, for the fame reafon.

D. Ay, ay, pray do, I'll go and enjoy my felf;
I won't throw away the pleafure of my life, I
know the confequence of it.

Gr. And I'll go and reform my felf; elfe T know
the confequence too.

This thort Dialogue happen’d between two
men of quality, and both men of wit tao ; and
the effeét was, that the Lord brought the reality of
the Dewil into the queftion, and the debate brought
the profligate to be a penitent ; fo in fhort, 2he
Devil was made a preacﬁer of repentance.

The Truth is, God and the Devil, however op-
pofite in thejr nature, and remote from one ano-
ther in their place of abiding, feem to ftand pret-
ty much upon a level in our faith: For as to our
believing the reality of their exiftence, he that

D | ‘ ~ denieg
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denies one, generally denies both; and he that be-
lieves one, neceflarily believes both.

Very few, if any of thofe who believe there is a
Gob, and acknowledge the debt of homage which
mankind owes to the fupreme Governor of the
World, doubt the exiftence of the Devil, except
here and there one,whom we call practical Atheifts;
and tis the character of an Atheift, if there is fuch
a creature on Farth, that like my Lord Duke, he
believes neither Gop or Devil.

As the belief of both thefe ftands upon a level,
and that Gop and the Dewvil feem to have an
equal thare in our faith, fo the evidence of their
exiftence feems to ftand upon a level too, in many
things; and as they are known by their Works
in the fame particular cafes, {o they are difcover'd
after the fame manner of demonftration.

Nay, in fome refpeéts ’tis equally criminal to
deny the reality of them both, only with this
diﬂ{rcnce, that to believe the exiftence of 2 Gop
1s a debt to nature, and to believe the exiftence of
the Devil is a like debt to reafon; one 1s a demon-
ftration from the reality of vifible caufes, and the
other a deduction from the like reality of their
effects.

One demonftration of the exiftence of Gob,
is from the univerfal well-guided confent of all
nations to worfhip and adore a fupreme Powers;
One demonftration of the exiftence of the Dewil,
is from the avow’d ill-guided confent of fome na-
tions, who knowing no other Gop, make a Gop
of the Dewil, for want of a better. =

It may be true, that thofc nations have no other
Ideas of the Devil than as of a fuperior Power ; if
they thought him a fupreme Power it would have
other cﬂ“cgs on them, and they would fubmit to
and worfhip him with a different kind of fear.

C 4 But
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But "tis plain they have right notions of him as 2
Devil or evil Spirit, becaufe the beft reafon, and in
fome placesthe only reafon they give for worfhip-
ing himis, that he may do them nohurt; having
no notions at all of his having any power, much
lefs any inclination to do them good; fo that in-
deed they make a meer Devil of him, at the fame
time that they bow] to him as to a Gop.

All the ages of Paganifm in the World have
had this notion of the Dewil: indeed in fome parts
of the World they had alfo fome Deities which
they honour’d above him, as being fuppofed to be
beneficent, kind and inclin’d, as well as capable
to give them good things; for this reafon the
more polite Heathens, {fuch as the Grecians and
the Romansy had their Lares or houthold Gods,
whom they paid a particular refpect to 5 as being
their Protectors from Hobgoblins, Ghofts of the
Dead, evil {Spirits, frightful Appearances, evil Ge-
nius’s and other noxious Beings from the invi-
fible World; or to put it into the language of
the day we live in, from zbe Dewil, in whatever
thape or appearance he might come to them, and
from whatever might hurt them : and what was all
thisbut fetting up Devils againft Devils, fupplica-
ting onc Dew:/ under the notion of a good Spirit,
to drive outand protect them from another, whom
they call’d a bad Spirit, the white Dewvil againit
the black Dewil? v

This proceeds from the natural notions man-
kind neceflarily entertain of things to come; fupe~
vior or infericry Gop and the Dewil, fill up all fu-
turity in our thoughts; and ’tis impoflible for us
to form any images in our minds of an immor-
tality and an invifible World, but under the no-
tions of perfect felicity, or extreme mifery.

Now as thefe two refpect the Eternal ftate
of man afker life, they are refpetively the objeél:f
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of ourreverence and affection, or of our horrorand
averfion ; but notwithftanding theyare plac’d thus
in a diametrical oppofition in our affettions and
paffions, they are on an evident level as to the cer-
tainty of their exiftence, and, as I faidabove, bear
an equal fhare in our faith.

It being then as certainthat there is 2 Dewil, as
that thereis 2 Ged, I muft from this time forward
admit no more doubt of his exiftence, nor take
any more pains to convince you of it; but fpeak-
ing of him as a reality in Being, proceed toenquire
who he is, and from whence, in order to enter
directly into the detail of his Hiftory.

Now not to enter into all the metaphyfical trum-
pery of his Schools, nor wholly to confine my
felf to the language of the Pulpit; where we are
told, that to think of Gob and of the Devil, we
muit endeavour firft to form Ideas of thofe things
which illuftrate the defcription of rewards and
punithments; in the one the eternal prefence of
the higheft good, and, asa neceffary attendant, the
moft perfect, confummate, durable blifs and felicity,
{pringing from the prefence of that Being in whom
all poflible Beatitude is inexpreflibly prefent, and
that in the higheft perfetion: On the contra-
1y, to conceive of a fublime fallen Arch-angel,
attended with an innumerable boft of degenerate,
rebel Seraphs or Angels caft out of Heaventoge-
ther; all guilty of inexpreflible rebellion, and all
fuffering from that time, and to fuffer for ever
the eternal vengeance of the Almighty, in an in-
conceivable manner; that his prefence, tho’ blefled
init felfy isto them the moft compleatarticle of ter-
ror ; That they are in themfelves perfectly miferable;
and to be with whom for ever, adds an incx-
preflible mifery to any ftate as well as place; and
fills the mindsof thofe whoare to be, orexpeét ;;o
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be banifh’d to them with inconceivable horror and
amazement.

But when you have gone over all this, and a
great deal more of the like, tho’ lefs intclligible
language, which the paffions of men collett to
amufe one another with ; you have faid nothing
if you omit the main article, namely, the perfonality
of the Devil; and till you add to all the reft fome
defcription of the company with whom all this is
to be fuffer’d, viz. the Devil and bis Angels.

Now who this Devil and bhis Angels are, what
fhare they have either altively or paffively in the
cternal miferies of a future ftate, how far they
are Agents in or Partners with the fufferings of
the place, is a difficulty yet not fully difcover’d
by the moft learned ; nor do 1 believe ’tis made
lefs a difficulty by their medling with it.

But to come to the perfon and original of the
Devily ory as Ifaidbefore, of Devils; I allow him
to come of an ancient family, for he is from Hea-
ven, and more truly than the Romans could fay
of their idoliz’d Numa, he is of the race of the
Gods.

That Satan is a fallen Angel, a rebel Seraph,
caft out for his Rebellion, is the general opini-
on, and ’tis not my bufinefs to difputethings uni-
verfally receiv’d ; as he was try’d, condemn’d, and
the fentencc of expulfion executed on him in
Heaven, he is in this World like a tranfported Fe-
lon never to return; His crime, whatever par-
ticular aggravations it might have, ’tis certain,
amounted to High-treafonagain{t his Lord and Go-
vernor, who was alfo his Maker; againft whom
he rofe in rebellion, took up arms, and ina word,
rais’d a horrid and unnatural war in his domini-
ons; but being overcome in battle, and made pri-
freer he and all his Hoft, whofe numbers wese

infinite,
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infinite, all glorious Angels like himfelf, loft ac
once their beauty and glory with their Innocence,
and commenc’d Dewvils, being transform’d by crime
into monfters and frightful objefts; fuch as to
defcribe, human fancy is obliged to draw pictures
and defcriptions in fuch forms as are moft hateful
and frightful to the imagination.

Thefe notions, I doubt not, gavebirth to all the
beauteous Images and fublime exprefiions in Mr.
Milron’s majeftick Poem ; where, tho’ he has play’d
the Poet ina moft luxuriant manner, he has{finn’d a-
gainft Sazan moft egregioufly, and donethe Devil
a manifeft injury ina great many particulars, as [
fhall thew in its place. Andas I fhall be oblig’d
to do Satan juftice when I come to that part of
his Hiftory, Mr. Miltew’s admirers muft pardonme,
if I let them fee, that tho’ I admire Mr. Miltonas
a Poet, yet that he was greatly out in matters of
Hiftory, and efpecially the Hiftory of the Devi/;
in thort, That he has charged Sazan falfly in fe-
veral particulars; and fo he has Adam and Eve
too : But that I fhall leave till I come to the Hi-
ftory of the Royal Family of Eden; which I re-
folve to prefent you with when the Dewil and I
have done with one another.

But notto run down Mr. Milton neither, wholfe
poetry, or his judgment, cannot be reproached
without injury to our own; all thofe bright Ideas
of his, which make his poem fo juitly valued,
whether they are capable of proof as to the fact,
are notwithftanding, confirmations of my hypo-
thefis; and ate taken from a fuppolition of the
Perfonality of the Dewil, placing him at the
head of the infernal hoft, as a fovereign ele-
vated Spirit and Monarch of Hell; and asfuchitis
that I undertake to write his hiftory.

By the word HellI do not fuppofe, or at leaft
not determine, that his refidence, or that of the

whole
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whole army of Dewils, is yet in the fame local
Hevrc, to which the Divines tell us he thall be
at laft chain’ddown; or at leaft that he isyet con-
fin'd to it, for we fhall find he is at prefenta pri-
foner at large: of both which circumitances
of Satan I fhall take occafion to fpeak in its
courfe?

But when I call the Devil the Monarch of Hell,
I am to be underftood as fuits to the prefent pur-
pole; that he is the Sovereign of all the race of
Hell, that is to fay of all the Devils or Spirits of
the infernal Clan, let their numbers, quality and
powers be what they will.

Upon this fuppofed perfonality and fuperiority
of Satan, or, as 1 call it, the fovereignty and go-
vernment of one Devil above all the reft; I fay,
upon this notion are form’d all the {yftems of the
dark fide of futurity, that we can form in our minds :
And fo general is the opinion of it, that it will
hardly bear to be oppos’d by any other argument,
at leaft that will bear to be reafon’d upon: All
the notions of a parity of Devils, or making a
common-wealth among the black Divan, feem to
be enthufiaftick and vifionary, but with no con-
fiftency or certainty, andis fo generally exploded,
that we muft not venture fo much as to debate
the point.

Taking it then as the generality of mankind
do, that there is a Grand Devil, a fuperiorof the
whole black race; that theyall fell, together with
their General, Satan, at the head of them; that
tho’ he, Satan, could not maintain his high fta-
rion in Heaven, yet that he did continue hisdig-
nity among the reft, who are call’d his fervants,
in Scripture bis Angels 5 that he has a kind of do-
minion or authority over the reft, and that they
wereall, how many milliond foever in number, at
his command; employ’d by him inall his hellifh

i defigns,
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defigns, andin all his wicked contrivances for the
deftruétion of man, and for the fetting up his own
kingdom in the world.

Suppofing then that there is fuch a fuperior
Mafter-Devil over all the reft, it remains that we
enquire into his character, and fomething of his
Hiftory; in which, tho’ we cannot perhaps pro-
duce fuch authentick documents as in the ftory of
other great Monarchs, Tyrants, and Furies of the
World ; yet I {hall endeavour to fpeak fome things
which the experience of mankind may be apt to
confirm, and which the Devil himfelf will hardly
be able to contradict.

It being then granted that there is fuch a thing
or perfon, call him which we will, as a Mafter-
Devil ; that he is thus fuperior to all the reft in
power and in authority, and that all the other evil
Spirits are his Angels, or Minifters, or Officers to
execute his commands, and are employ’d in his
bufinefs ; it remains to enquire, whence he came?
how he got hither, into this World? what that
bufinefs 1s which he is employ’d about? what
his prefent ftate is, and where and to what part
of the creation of God he is limited and reftrained 2
what the liberties are he takes or is allow’d to
take? in what manner he works, and how his in-
ftruments are likewife allow’d to work? what he
has done ever fince he commenc’d Devil, what
he is now doing, and what he may yet do before
his laft and clofer confinement? as alfo what he
cannot do, and how far we may or may not be
faid to be expofed to him, or have or have not
reafon to be afraid of him? Thefe, and whatever
elfe occurs in the Hiftory and condut of this
Arch-devil and his Agents, that may be ufeful for
information, caution, or diverfion, you may cx-
pect in the procefs of this work.

1 knew
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I know it has been queftion’d by fome; with
more face than fear, how it confifts with a com-
pleat victory of the Devil, which they fay was
at firft obtained by the Heavenly Powers over
Satan and his apoftate army in Heaven, that when
he was caft out of his holy place, and dath’d down
into the abyfs of eternal darknefs, as into a place
of punifhment, a condemn’d hold, or place of con-«
finement, to be referved there to the judgment of
the great Day; 7 /ay, how it confifts with that
entire victory, to let him loofe again, and give him
liberty, like a thief that has broken prifon, to
range about God’s creation, and there to continue
his rebellion, commit new ravages, and aéls of
hoftility againft God, make new efforts at de-
throning the almighty Creator ; and in particular
to fall upon the weakeft of his creatures, M an?
how Satan being fo entirely vanquith’d, he thould
be permitted to recover any of his wicked powers,
andP find room to do mifchief to mankind.

Nay they go farther, and fuggeft bold things
againft the wi{dom of Heaven, in expofing man-
kind, weak in comparifon of the immenfe extent
of the Dewvil’s power, tofo manifeft an overthrow,
to {o unequal a fight, in which he is fure, if alone
in the confli¢t, to be worfted ; to leave him fuch
a dreadful enemy to engage with, and fo ill fur-
nifh’d with weapons to aflift him.

Thefe objections I fhall give as good an an-
fwer to as the cafe will admit in this courfe, but
muft adjourn them for the prefent.

That the Devil is not yet a clofe prifoner, we
have evidence enough to confirm ; I will not
fuggeft, that like our Newgate Thieves, (to bring
little Devils and great Devils together) he is let
out by connivance, and- has fome little latitudes
and advantages for mifchief, by that means; return~
ing at certain feafons to his confinement agai'II)‘.I

his
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This might hold, were it not, that the comparifon
muft fuggeft, that the power which has caft him
down could be deluded, and the under-keepers or
jaylors, under whofe charge he was in cuftody,
could wink at his excurfions, and the Lord of the
place know nothing of the matter. But this wants
farther explanation.

Cuapr Il

Of the original of the DEV 1L, who be is,
and what be was before his expulfion out
of Heaven, and in what flate he was from
that time tothe creation of Man.

O come to a regular enquiry into Satan’s
T affairs, ’tis needful we fhould go back to his
original, as far as hiftory and the opinion of the
learned World will give us leave.

It isagreed by all Writers, as well facred as pro-
phane, that this creature we now call a Devil,
was originally an Angel of light, a glorious Seraph 3
perhaps the choicett of all the glorious Seraphs.
See how Milton defcribes his original glory :

Satan, fo call him now, his former name
Is heard no more in Heaven: He of the firft,

If not tke firft Archangel ; great in power,
In favour and preeminence.

lib. v. fol. 140.

And again the fame author, and upon the fame
fubject :

==Brighter
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Brighter once amidft the hoft
Of Angels, than that ftar the ftars among.
lib. vii. fol. 189.

The glorious figure which Satan is {uppofed to
make among the Zhrounes and Dominions in Hea-
ven is fuch, as we might fuppofe the higheft An-
gel in that exalted train could make; and fome
think, as above, that he was the chief of the
Arch-angels.

Hence that notion, (and notill founded) #amely,
that the firft caufe of his difgrace, and on which
enfued his rebellion, was occafioned upon God’s
proclaiming his Son Generaliflimo, and with
himfelf fupreme ruler in heaven ; giving the do-
minion of all his works of creation, as well al-
ready finifh’d, as not then begun, to him; which
poit of honour (fay they) Sazan expetted to be
conferr’d on himfelf, as next in honour, majefty
and power to God the Supreme.

This opinion is follow’d by Mr. Milton too, as
appears in the following lines, where he makes
all the Angels attending all a general fummons,
and God the Father making the following de-
claration to them.

€ Here, all ye Angels, prodigy of light,

¢ Thrones,dominions,princedoms,virtues,pow’rs !
¢ Hear my decree, which unrevok’d thall ftand.
¢ Thisday I have begot whom I declare
¢ My only Son, and on this hill
¢ Him have anointed, whom you now behold
“ At my right hand; your Head I Him appoint:
€ And my felf have {worn to him fhall bow
¢ All knees in Heav’n, and thall confefs him Lord,
« Under his great vice-gerent reign abide

4 ¢ United,
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¢ United, as one individual foul,

« Forever happy: Him who difobeys,

« Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day

¢« Caft out from Gop, andblefled vifion, falls
¢ Into utter darknefs, deep ingulph’d, his place
“ Ordain’d without redemption, without end.

Satan, affronted at the appearance of a new Ef-
{fence or Being in Heaven, call’d the Sonof God ;
for God, fays Mr.Milton, (tho’ erroneoufly) declared
himfelf at that time, faying, This day bave I be-
gottenbimy and that he fhould be fet up, aboveall
the former Powers of Heaven, of whom Satan
(as above) was the Chief, and expetting, if any
higher poft could be granted, it mightbe hisdue;
1 lay, affronted at this he refolv’d

¢« With all his Legions to diflodge, and leave
¢ Unworfhip’d, unobey’d, the throne fupreme
¢ Contemptuous.

Par. Isft, lib. v. fo. 140+

But Mr. Milton is grofly erroneous inafcribing
thofe words, This day have 1 begotten thee, to that de-
claration of the Father before Satan fell, and confe-
quently to a time before the creation ; whereas,
it is by Interpreters agreed to be underftood of
the Incarnation of the Son of God, or at leaft of
the Refurrection: * fee Pool upon Afs xiii. 33.

D In

* Myr. Pool's words are thefe : Some refer the words, This day
kave I begotten thee, to the incarnation of the Son of Gop, others
to the Refurrettion: our Tranflators lay the ftrefs on the prepo-
fition of which the verbis compounded, and by adding 4gain,
(viz.} raisd up JFefus again, AQs xiii. 33. intend it to be u?tderc-l

(s]¢)
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In aword, Satan withdrew with all his followers
malecontent and chagrine, refolv’d to difobey
this new command, and not yield obedience to
the Son.

But Mr. Milton agrees in that opinion, that the
number of Angels which rebel’d with Satan was
infinite, and fuggefts in one place, that they were
the greateft halt of all the angelick Body or fera-
phick Hoft.

¢ But Satan with his Power,
“ An Loft
¢ Innumerable as the ftars of nighr,
« Orfarsof morning, dew drops, which the Sun
¢ Impearls on ev’ry leaf and ev’ry flower.
5. lib. v. fo. 142.

Be their number as it 1s, numberlefs millions
and legions of millions, that isno part of my pre-
fent enquiry 3 Satan the leader, guideand fuperior,
as he was author of the celeftial rebellion, is ftill
the great Head and Maiter-Devil as before ; un-
der his authority they ftill att, not obeying but
carrying on the fame infurretion againft God,
which they begun in Heaven; making war ftill
againft Heaven, in the perfon of his Image and
Creatureman ; and tho’ vanquifh’d by the thunder
of the Son of God, and caft down headlong from
Heaven, they have yet reafiumed, or rather not

ftood of. the Refurreftion; and there is ground for it, in the
context, for the Refurre@ion of Chrift, is that which St. Pax/
had propounded in v. 30. of the fame Chapter, as his theme
or argument to preach upon.

Not that Chrift at his Refurretion began to be the Son of God,
but that he was manifefted then to be fo.

loft
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loft cither the will or the power of doing evil.

Thisfall of the Angels, with the warin Heaven
“which preceded it, 1s finely defcrib’d by Owid,
in his war of the Titans againft Fupiter; cafting
mountain upon mountain, and hiil upan hill (Pe-
lion upon Ofa) in order to fcale the Adamantine
walls, and break open the gates of Heaven; till
Fupiter ftruck them with his thunder-bolts and
overwhelm’d them intheabyfs : /ide Ovid Metam.
new tranflation, lib. i. p. 19.

¢ Nor were the Gods themfelves fecure on high,

¢ For now the Gyants ftrove to ftorm zhe sky,

¢ The lawlefs brood with bold attempt invade

“ Tue Gobs, and mountains upon mountains /aid-
¢ But now the bolt, enrag’dthe Father took,

‘¢ Olympus from her decp foundations thook,

¢ Their ftructure nodded at the mighty ftroke,

 And Ofa’s fhatter'd top o’er Pelion broke,

¢ They’re in their ownungodly ruines {lain.——

Then again fpeaking of Fupiter, refolving in
council to deftroy mankind by a deluge, and giving
the reafons of it to the heavenly Hoft, fay thus,
{peaking of the demy-Gods alluding to good men
below.

¢ Think youthatthey in fafety can remain,

“ When I my felf who o’er Immortals reign,

“ Who fend the lightning, and Heaven’s empirc
(fway,

“ The ftern * Lycaon praétis’d to betray.
. p. 10.

* Satan.

D2 Since
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Since then fo much poetic liberty is taken with
the Devil, relating to his moft early ftate, and the
time before his fall, give mc leave to make an
cxcurfion of the like kind, relating to his Hiftory
immediately after the fall, and till the creation of
man; an interval which I think much of the De-
vil’s ftory is to be feen in, and which Mr. Milton
has taken little notice of, at leaft it does not feem
compleatly fill'd up; after which I fhall return
to honeft Profe again, and perfue the duty of an
Hiftorian.

Satan, with hideous ruin thus fuppreft
Expell’d the feat of bleflednefs and reft,
Look’d back and faw the bigh eternal mound,
Where all bis rebel boft their outler found
Reftor’d impregnable : 'The breach made up,
And garrifons of Angels rang’d a top;

In' front a hundred thoufand thunders roll,
And lightnings temper’d to transfix a foul,
Terror of Devils. Satan and his hoft,
Now to themfelves as well as flation loft,
Unable to fupport the hated fight,
Expand feraphic wings, and fwift as light
Seck for new fafety in ezernal Night.

In the remoteft gulphs of dark they land,
Here vengeance givesthemleave to make their ftand,
Not that to feps and meafures they pretend,
Councils and fchemes their ftation to defend
But broken, difconcerted and difmay'd,

By guilt and fright to guilt and fright betray'd;
Rage and confufion ev’ry Spirit poflefs’d,
And fhame and borror fwell’d in ev’ry breatts

¥ Trans-
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T ransforming envy to their eflentials burns,

And the bright Angel to a frightful Devil turns.
Thus Hell began 5 the fire of confcious rage.
No years can quench, no length of time affwage.

Material Fire, with its intenfeft flame,
Compar’d with this can fcarce deferve a Name ;
How thould it up to immaterials rife,

When we're all flame, we thall all fire defpife.

This fire outrageous and its heat intenfe
Thurns all the pain of Jof5 to pain of fenfe.
The folding flames concave and inward roll,
A& upon [pirit and penetrate the foul
Not force of Devils can its new powers repel,
Where’er it burns ## finds or makes a HEL L ;
For Satan flaming with unquench’d defire
Forms his own Hell, and kindles bis own fire,
Vanquith’d, not humbl’d, notin will brought low,
But as his powers decline bis paffions grow :
The malice, Viper likey takes vent within,
Gnaws its own bowels, and burfts in s gwn fin -
Impatient of the change be ftorns to bow,
And never impotent in power 2ill now ;
Ardent with hate, and with revenge diftrad},
A will to new attempts, dut none to act,
Yet all feraphick, and in juft degree,
Suited fo Spirits bigh fenfe of mifery,
Deriv’d from /o/s which nothing can repair,
And room for nothing left but meer defpair,
Here's finifl’d Hell 7 what fiercer fire can burn ?
Enough ten thoufand Worlds to over-turn.,

Hewv’s but the frenzy of defeated pride,
Seraphick Treafon’s ftrong impetuous tide,

D3 Where
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W here vile ambition difappointed firft,

To its own rage and boandle[s harred curlt ;
The hate’s fan'd up to fury, that to flame,
For fire and fary are in kind the fame;
Thefe burn unquenchable 1n every face,

And the word ENpLEss conttitutes the place.

O flate of Being! wherebeing’s the only grief,
And the chief torture’s to be damn’d to life;
O life/ the only thing they have to hate;
The fiuifh’d torment of a future ftate,
Compicat in all the paits of endlefs mifery,
And woric ten thoufand times than#of to Be!
Could but the Damn’d zhe’immortal lew repeal,
And Devils dyey there'd be an end of Hell ;
Could they that thing call’d Being annihilate,
There’d be no ferrows in a future ftate 5
'The Wretch,whofe crimes had thut him out o bigh,
Could be reveng’d on God himfelf axd dies
Fob’s Wife was in the right, and always we
Might end by death all human mifery,
Might have it in our choice, #0 be or not to be.

Cuap. 1V.

Of the name of the ‘Devil, his original, and
the nature of his circumflances fince be
has been called by that name.

HE Scripture is the firft writing on earth
where we find the Devil called by his own
proper diftinguithing denomination, DEVIL,

or
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or the * Deflroyer; nor indeed is there any other
author of antiquity or of fufficient authority which
fays any thing of that kind about him.

Here he makes his firft appearance in the world,
and on that occafion he is called the Serpens 5 but
the Serpent however fince made to fignify the
Devil, when {poken of in general terms, was but
the Devil’s reprefentative, or the Devil in quo vis
vebiculoy for that time, clothed in a bodily fhape,
acting under cover and in difguife, or if you will
the Devil in mafquerade : Nay, if we believe
Mr. Milton, the Angel Gabries’s {pear had fuch
a {ecret powerful influence, as to make him ftrip
of a {udden, and with a touch to unmask, and ftand
upright in his naked original thape, mzer Devil,
without any difguifes whatfoever.

Now as we go to the Scripture for much
of his hiftory, fo we muft go there alfo for fome of
his names ; and he has a great variety of names in-
deed, as his feveral mifchievous doings guide us to
conceive of him. The truth is, ail the antient
names given him, of which the Scripture is fuil,
feems to be originals derived from and adapred to
the feveral fteps he has taken, and the feveral
thapes he has appearcd in to do mifchief in the
world.

Here he is called the Serpent, Gen. iii. 1.
The old Serpenty Rev. xii. 9.
The great red Dragon, Rev. xii. 3.
Thedecufer of the Brethren, Rev Xii.10.
The Enemy, Matt. xxiit. 29.
Satan, Job i. Zech. iii. 1, 2.
Belial, 2 Cor. vi. 1y.

* The meaning of the word Devil is Deftroyer. See Pool
upon Aé;s xiii. 10,
D 4 Beel-
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Beelzebub, Matt. Xii. 24.

Mammon, Matt. vi. 24.

The Angel of light, 2 Cor. x1. 14.

The Adngel of the bottomlefs pif,
Rev. ix. 11.

The Prince of the power of the air,
Eph. ii.-2.

Lucifery Ifa. xiv. 12.

Abbadden or Apolliony Rev. ix. 11.

Legion, Mark v. 9.

"T'he God of this world, 2 Cor. 1v. 4.

‘The Foul Spirit, Mark ix. y.

'I'he Unclean Spirit, Mark i. 27.

The Lying Spirit, 2 Chron. xxx.

The Temptery Matt. iv. 3.

The Son of the morning, Ha. Xiv. 12.

But to fum them all up in one, he is called in
the new Teftament pluin DeviL ; all his other names
are varied according to the cuftom of {peech, and
the dialects of the feveral nations where he is fpoken
of ; But ina word, Devi/ is the common name
of the Dewil in all the known languages of the
carth. Nay, all the mifchicefs he 15 empowered
to do, are m Scripture placed to his account, un-
der the particular title of the Dewi/, not of Devils
in the plural number, though they are fometimes
mentioned too; but in the fingular it is the iden-
tical individual Devily in and under whom all the
little Dewils, and all the great Devils, if fuch there
be, are fuppofed to act; nay, they are {uppofed
to be govern’d and direéted by him.  Thus weare
told in Scripture of the works of #be Dewily 1 John
iii. 8. of cafting out the Dewil, Mark i. 34. of
refifting the Devily James iv. 5. of our Saviour
being tempted of the Devil, Mat. iv. 1. of §i-
mon Magusy a child of the Devil, Aéls xiil. 10.
"The Devil came down in a great wiath, Rev. xii.

' 12. and
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12. and the like. According to thisufage in fpeech
we go on to this day, and all the infernal things
we converfe with in the world, are fathered upon
the Dewil, as one undivided fimple effence, by
how many agents foever working: Every thing
evil, frightful inappearance, wicked inits actings,
horrible in its manner, monftrous in its eﬂ'cé%s,
is called the Devil; in a word, Dewil is the com-
mon name for all Dewvils; that is to fay, for all
evil Spirits, all evil Powers, all evil Works, and
even all evil things: Yet ’tis remarkable #be
Devil is no old Teftament word, and we never
find it ufed in all that part of the Bible but four
times, and then not once in the fingular number, and
not once to fignify Satan as ’tis now underitood.

It is true, the Learned give a great many differ-
ing interpretations of the word Dewil 5 the Eng-
lifp Commentators tell us, it means & deflroyer,
others that it fignifies a deceiver, and the Greeks
derive it from a Calumniator or falfe witnefs ; for we
find that Calumny was a Goddefs, to whom the
Athenians built altars and offer’d facrifices upon
fome folemn occafions, and they call her Awxforn
from whence came the mafculine At Bohos which
we tranflate Dewil.

Thus we take the name of Dewvil to fignify not
perfons only, but actions and habits; making ima-
ginary Devils, and transforming that fubitantial
creature call’d DeviL into every thing noxious
and offenfive : Thus St. Francis being tempted
by the Dewilin the fhape of a bag of money lying
in the highway, the Saint having difcover’d the
fraud, whether feeing his Cloven-foor hang out
of the purfe, or whether he diftinguifh’d him by
his fmell of fulplbur, or how otherwile, authors are
not agreed 5 but, I fay, the Saint having difco-
ver'd the cheat, and out-witted the Dewzl, took
occafion to preach that eminent fermon to his

difciples,
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difciples, where his Text was, Momey is THE
DevivL.

Nor, upon the whole, is any wrong done to #he
Devil by this kind of treatment, it only gives
him the fovereignty of the whole army of Hell,
and making all the numberlefs legions of the bot-
tomlefls pit fervants; ory as the Scripture calls them,
Angels to Satan the grand Dewil 3 all their ac-
tions, performances and atchievements are juftly
attributed to him, not as the prince of Devils only,
but the Emperor of Dewils 5 the prince of all
the princes of Dewils.

Under this denomination then of Deviv, all the
Powers of Hell, all the Princes of the air, all the
black armies of Sazan are comprehended, and in
fuch manncr they are to be underftood in this whole
work 5 mutatis mutandis, according to the feveral
circumftances of which we are to {peak of them.

T his being premis’d, and my authority being {o
good, Sazan muft not take it ill, if I treat him
after the manner of men, and give him thofe titles
which he is beft known by among us ; for indeed
having {o many, ’tis not very cafy to call him out
of his name. ‘

However, as I am oblig’d by the duty of an
Hiftorian to decency as well as impartiality, fo I
thought it neceflary, before I ufed too much free-
dom with Satan, to produce authentick Docu-
ments, and bring antiquity upon the ftage, to jufti-
ty thc manner of my writing, and let you fec I
thall deferibe him in no colours, nor call him by
any namc, but what he has been known by for
many ages before me.

And now, though writing to the common
underftanding of my Readers, I am oblig’d to
treat Satan very coarfly, and to {peak of him in
the common acceptation, calling him plain Dewvi/,
a word which in this mannerly age is not {o fono-

rous
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gous as others might be, and which by the error
of the Times is apt to prejudice us againit his Per-
fon; yet it muft be acknowledg’d he has a great
many other names and firnames which he might
be known by, of a lefs obnoxious import than
that of Dewvil, or Deflroyer, &c.

Mr. Milton, indeed, wanting titles of honour
to give to the Leaders of Satan’s Hoft, is oblig’d to
borrow feveral of his Scripture names, and beftow
them upon his infernal feroes, whom he makes
the Generals and Leaders of the armies of Hell ;
and fo he makes Beelzebub, Lucifer, Belialy Mam-
mony and {ome others, to be the names of parti-
cular Devils, members of Satan's upper houfe or
Pandemonium ; whereas indeed, thefe are all names
proper and peculiar to Sazar himfelf.

The Scripture alfo has fome names of a coar-
fer kind, by which #zbe Dewil is underftood, as
particularly, which is noted already, in the Apoca-
lypfe he is call’d the Great Red Dragon, the Beaft,
the Q/d Serpent, and the like: But take it in the
Scripture, or where you will in Hiftory facred or
prophane, you will find that in general the De-
vil 15, as I have faid above, his ordinary name in
all languagesand in all nations ; the name by which
he and his works are principally diftinguifh’d ; Alfa
the Scripture, befides that it often gives him
this name, fpeaks of the works of zhe Dewil,
of the fubulty of the Devil, of cafting out De-
vilsy of being tempted of the Dewil, of being pofe
fefs’d with a Devil, and fo many other expreflions
of that kind, as 1 have faid already, are made ufe
of for us to underftand the evil Spiritby, that in a
word, Devil is the common name of all wicked
Spirits: For Satan is no more the Dewvil, as if
he alone was fo, and all the reft were a diminutive
fpecics who did not go by that name; But, I fay,
even in Scripture, every Spirit, whether under his

‘ Domi~
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Dominion or out of his Dominion, is called the
Dewvil, and is as much areal Devil, that is to fay,
a condemn’d Spirit, and employ’d in the fame
wicked work as Sazan himfelf. '

His Name then being thus afcertain’d, and his
Exiftence acknowledg’d, it thould be a little en-
quir’d what be is 5 webelieve there is fuch athing,
fuch a creature as the Devily and that he has
been, and may ftill with propriety of {peech, and
without injuftice to his Character be call’d by his
antient name Devil.

But who is he? what is his original> whence
came he? and what is his prefent ftation and con-
dition? for thefe things and thefe enquiries arc
very neceflary to his Hiftory, nor indeed can any
part of his Hiftory be compleat without them.

"That he 1s of an antient and noble original muft
be acknowledged, for he is Heaven-born, and
of Angelic Racey as has been touch’d already: If
Scripture-evidence may be of any weight in the

uc[gion. there is no room to doubt the gencalogy
of the Dewil; he is not only {poken of as an i~
gely but as a fallen Angel, one that had been in
Heaven, had beheld the face of Gop in his full
effulgence of glory, and had furrounded the
Throne of the moft High; from whence, com-
mencing rebel and being expell'd, he was caft
down, down, down, Gop and the Devil himfelf
only knows where; for indeed we cannot fay that
any man on Earth knows it; and wherever it is,
he has ever fince man’s creation been a plaguc to
him, been a temprer, a deluder, a calumniator,
an enemy and the objet of man’s horror and a-
verfion.

As his original 1s Heaven-born, and his Race
Angelicy {o the Angelic nature is evidently plac’d
ina clafs fuperior to the human, and this the Scrip-
rure s exprefs in alfo 5 when {pcaking of man,

. it
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it fays, he made him a little lower than the An-
cls.

Thus ¢be Devil, as mean thoughts as you may

- have of him, is of a better family than any of
you, may than the beft Gentleman of you all;
what he may be fallen to, is one thing, but what
he is fallen from, 7s another ; and therefore I muft
tell my learned and reverend fiiend 7. 22 LL. D.
when he fpoke fo rudely of the Devil lately, That
in my opinion he abus’d his Betters.

Nor 1s the Scripture more a help to us in the
fearch after zbe Dewil’s Original, than it is in our
fearch after his Nature - it is true, Authors are
not agreed about his age, what time he was crea-
ted, how many years he enjoy’d his ftate of blef-
fednefs before he fell; or how many years he con-
tinued with his whole army ina ftate of darknefs,and
before the creation of man. 'Tisfuppofed it might
be a confiderable fpace, and that it was a part of
his punithment too, being all the while unattive, un-
employ’d, having no bufinefs, nothing to do but
gnawing his own Bowels, and rolling in the ago-
ny of his own felf-approaches, being a Hell to
himfelf in reflefting on the glorious ftate from
whence he was fallen. 5

How long he remain’d thus, ’tis true, we have
no light into from Hiftory,and but little from Tra-
dition; Rabbi Fudab fays, the Fews were of the
opinion, that he remain’d twenty thoufand years
in that condition, and that the World fhall con-
tinue twenty thoufand more, in which he fhall
find work enough to fatisfy his mifchievous de-
fires ; but he I(%‘Lc:ws no authority for his opi-
nion.

Indeed let the Devil have been as idle as they
think he was before, it muft be acknowledg’d that
now he is the moft bufy, vigilant and diligentgf all

oD’s
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Gob’s creatures, and very full of employment too;
Juch as it is.

Scripture indeed, gives us light into the en-
mity there is between the two natures, the Dia-
bolical and the Human ; the reafon of ity and how
and by what means the power of zbe Dewil is re-
ftrain’d by the Meffias ; and to thofe who are wil-
ling to truft to Gofpel-light, and believe what the
Scripture fays of the Devily there may much of
his Hiftory be difcover’d, and therefore thofe
that lift may go rhere for a fuller account of the
matter.

But to referve all Scripture-evidence of thefe
things, as a Magazine in ftore for the ufe of thofe
with whom Scripture-teftimony is of force, I mult
for the prefent turn to other enquiries, being now
directing my ftory to anage, wherein to bedriven
to Revelation and Scripture-affertions is efteem’d
giving up the difpute; people now-a-days muft
have demonttration; and in a word, nothing will
fatisfy the age, but fuch evidenceas perhaps the na-
ture of the queftion will not admit.

It is hard, indeed, to bring demontftrations in
fuch a cafe as this: No man bas feen Gop at any
time, fays the f{cripture, 1 Jobn iv. 12.  So the
Devi] being a fpiurit incorporeal, an Angel of
light, and confequently not vifible in his own
fubftance, nature and form, it may in fome fenfe
be {aid, #o man has [een the Devil at any time ; all
thofe pretences of phrenziful and fanciful people,
who tell us, they have feen the Dewvil, T fhall ex-
amine, and perhaps expofe by themfelves.

It might take up a great deal of our time here,
to enquire whether the Dewil has any particular
fthape or perfonality of fubftance, which can be
vifible to us, felt, heard, or underftood 3 and which
he cannot alter, and then, what thapes or appear-

ances e Dewil has at any time taken upon him;
1 and
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and whether he can really appear in a body which
might be handled and feen, and yet {o asto know
it to have been the Devil at the time of his ap-
pearing 5 but this alfo I defer as not of weight in
the prefent enquiry.

We have divers accounts of Witches conver-
fing with the Dewvil 5 the Devilin a real body, with
all the appearance of a body of a man or wo-
manappearing to them ; alfo of having a Familiar,
as they call it, an Jucubus or little Devil, which
fucks their bodies, runs away with them into the
airy and the like: Much of this is faid, but much
more than it is eafy to prove, and we ought
to give but a juft proportion of credit to thofe
things. :

As to his borrow’d thapes and his fubtle tranf-
formings, that we have fuch open teftimony of,
that there is no room for any queftion about it;
and when I come to that part, I fhall be oblig’d
rather to give a hiftory of the fa&, than enter
infto any differtation upon the nature and reafon
of it.

I do not find in any author, whom we can call
creditable, that even 1n thofe countries where the
dominion of Satan is more particularly eftablith’d,
and wherc they may be faid to worthip him in a
more particular manner, as 2 Devil 5 which fome
tell us the fndians in America did, who worthip’d
the Dewvil that he might not hurt them ; yet, 7 /ay,
I do not find that even there the Dewil appear’d to
them in any particular conflant thape or perfona-
lity peculiar to himfelf.

Scripture and Hiftory therefore, giving us no
light into that part of the queftion, I conclude and
lay it down, not asmy opinion only, but as what
all ages feem to concur in, that the Dewvil has no
particular body ; that he is a {pirit, and that tho’
he may, Protess like, aflume the appcaranqchof

cither
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either man or beaft, yet it muft be fome borrow’d
thape, fome aflum’d figure, pro bac vice, and that
he has no vifible body of his own.

I thought it needful to difcufs this as a prelimi-
nary, and that the next di{courfe might go upon
a certainty in this grand point; namely, that the
Devil, however, he may for his particular occafions
put himfelfinto a great many thapes,and clothe him-
felf, perhaps, with what appearances he pleafes,
yet that he is himfelf ftill ameer Spirit, that he re-
tains the feraphic Nature, isnot vifible by our eyes,
which are human and Organic, neither can he
a&t with the ordinary Powers, or in the ordinary
manner as bodies do; and therefore, when he has
thought fit to defcend to the meannefles of di-
fturbing and frightning children and old women,
by noifes and knockings, diflocating the chairs
and ftools, breaking windows, and fuch like little
ambulatory things, which would feem to be below
the dignity of his character, and which in parti-
cular, 1s ordinarily performed by organic Powers ;
yet even then he has thought fit not to be feen,
and rather to make the poor people believe he had
a real fhape and body, with hands to act, mouth
to {peak, and the likey than to give proof of it in
common to the whole World, by thewing him-
felf, and acting vifibly and openly, as a body ufu-
ally and ordinarily does.

Noris it any difadvantage to the Devil, that his
Seraphic nature is not confin’d or imprifon’d in a
body or fhape, fuppofe that fhape to be what
monftrous thing we would;; for this would, indeed,
confine his aétings within the narrow fphere of the
organ or body to which he was limited; and tho’
you were to fuppofe the body to have wings for
2 velocity of Motion equal to {pirit, yet if it
had not a power of invifibility too, and a capacity
of conveying it {elf, undifcover’d, into all the fe-

cret
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cret recefles of mankind, and the fame fecret art of
capacity of infinuation, fuggeftion, accufation, &5¢.
by which his wicked defigns arc now propagated,
and all his other devices affifted, by which he de-
ludes and betrays mankind ; Ifay, he wouldbe no
more a Devil, that is a Deftroyer, nomorcaDe-
ceiver, and, nomore aSaran, thatis, a dangerous
Arch encmy to the fouls of men; nor would it be
any difficulty to mankind to fhun and avoid him,
as I thall make plain in the other part of his Hi-
{tory.

E{ad the Devil from the beginning been embodi-
ed, as he could not have been invifible to us, whofe
fouls equally feraphic are only prefcrib’d by being
cmbody’dand encas’d in flefh and bloodas weare;;
fo he would have been no more a Devil to any
body buthimfelf: Theimprifonment ina body, had
the powers of that body becnall that we cancon-
ceiveto make him formidable tous, would yet have
been a Hell to him; confider him as a conquer’d
cxafperated Rebel, retainingall that fury and {wel-
ling ambition, thathatred ot God, and envy athis
creatures which dwells now in his enrag’d fpirit as
a Devil: yet fuppofe him to have been condemn’d
to organic Powers, confin’d to corporeal motion,
and reftrain’d as a Body muft be fuppofed to re-
{train a Spirit; it muft, at the fame tme, fuppofe
him to be effettually difabled from all the me-
thods he is now allow’d to makeufe of, forexert-
ing his rage and enmity againft God, any farther
than as he might fuppofe it to affect his Maker at
fecond hand, by wounding his Glory thro’ the
" fides of his weakeft creature, Man.

He muft, cerrainly, be thus confin’d, becaufe
Body canonly aétuponBody, not upon Spirit; no
{pecies being empower’d to aét out of the com-
pafs of its own {phere: He might have beenem-
power’d, indeed, to have aéted terribleand even de-

E ftructive
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ftructive things upon mankind, efpecially if this
body had any powers given it which mankind had
not, by which man would be overmatch’d and
not be in a condition of f{elf-defence; for exam-
ple, fuppofe him to have had wingstohave flown
intheair; Or to be invulnerable, and that no human
invention, art, orengine could hurt, enfhare, capti-
vate, or reftrain him.

But this is to {uppofe the righteous and wife
Creator to have made a creature and not be able
to defend and preferve him; or to have left him de-
fencelefs to the mercy of another of his own
creatures, whom he had given power to deftroy
him ; This indeed, might have occafion’da gene-
ral idolatry, and made mankind, as the Americans
do to this day, worfhip the Dewil, that hemight
not hurt them; but it could not have prevented
the deftruétion of mankind, fuppofing the Devil
to have had malice equal to his power: and he
muft put ona new nature, be compaflionate, ge-
nerous, beneficent, and fteadily good in {paring the
rival enemy he was able to deftroy, or he muft
have ruin’d mankind : /z fbort, he muft have ceas’d
to have been a Devil, and muft have re-affum’d his
original, Angelic, heavenly nature ; been fill’d with
the principles of love to, and delight in the Works
of his Creator, and bent to propagate his Glory and
Tatereft ; or he muft have put an end to the race
of man, whom it wouldbe in his Power to deftroy,
and oblige his Maker to create a new {pecics, or
fortify the old with fome kind of defence, which
muft be invulnerable, and which his ficry darts
could not penetrate.

On this occafion {uffer me to make an excur-
fion from the ufual ftile of this Work, and with
fome folemnity to exprefs my Thoughts thus:

How glorious is the wifdom and goodnefs of
the great Creator of the World! in thusreftrain-

ing
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ing thefe feraphic outcasts from the power of
afluming human or organic bodies! which could
they do, envigorating them with the fupernatural
Powers, which, as Seraphs and Angels, they now
poflefsand might exert, they would be ableevento
fright mankind from the face of the Earth, and to
deltroy and confound God’s Creation ; nay,ewven as
they are, werenot their powerlimited, they might
deftroy the Creation it felf, reverfe and over-turn
nature, and put the World into a general confla-
gration: But were thofe immortal Spirits embodi-
ed, tho’ they were not permitted to confound na-
ture, they would be able to harrafs poor weak and
defencelefs man out of his wits, and render him
pertectly ufelefs, eicher to his Maker or himfelf.
But the Dragon is chain’d, the Devil’s Power
is limited; he has indeed a vaftly extended Em-
pire, being Prince of the Air, having, at leaft,
the whole Atmofphere to range in, and how far
that Atmofphere is extended, 1s notyet afcertain’d
by the niceft obfervations; 7 fay at leaf?, becaufe
we do not yet know how far he may be allow’d
to make excurfions beyond the Atmofphere of
this Globe into the planctary Worlds, and what
power he may exercife in all the habitable parts of
the folar [yflem 5 nay, of all thejother folar fyfbems,
which, for ought we know, may exift in the
mighty cxtent of created {pace, and of which you
may hear farther in ics order. ,
But let his power be whatit will there, we are
fure ’tis limited here, and that in two particulars ;
firft, he is limited as above, from affuming body
or bodily fhapes with fubftance ; and fecondly, from
exerting feraphic Powers, and aéting with that fu-
pernatural force, which, as an Angel, he wascer-
tainly vefted with before the fall, and which we
arenot certain is yet taken from him; or atmodt,

we do not know how much it may or may not be
E 2 diminith’d
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diminifh’d by his degeneracy, and by the blow
given him at his expulfion: this we are certain,
that be his Power greater or lefs, he is reftrain’d
from the exercife of it in this World ; and hey, who
was one cqual to the Angel who kill’d 180000
men in one night, is not able now, withouta new
commiflion, to take away the life of one 704, nor
to touch any thing he had.

But let us confider him then limited and reftrain-
cd as heis, yet he remains a mighty, a terribleyan
immortal Being ; infinitely fuperior to man, as well
in the dignity of his nature, as in the dreadful
powers he retains flill about him; it is true the
brain-fick heads of our Enthufiafticks paint him
blacker than he is, and, as I have faid, wickedly
reprefent him clothed with terrors that do not
really belong to him ; as if the power of good and
evil was wholly vefted in him,and that he was plac-
edin the Throne of his Maker, to diftribute both
punifhments and rewards; In this they are much
wrong, terrifying and deluding fanciful people a-
bout him, till they turn their heads, and fright
them into a belief that the Dewvil will let them
alone, if they do fuch and fuch good things; or
carry themaway with him they know not whither,
if they do not; as if the Dewvil, whofe proper
bufines is mifchief, feducing and deluding man-
kind, and drawing them.in to be rebels like him-
felf, fhould threaten to feize upon them, carry
them away, and in a word,’ fall upon them to
hurt them, if they did evil, and on the contrary,
be favourable and civil to them, if they did well.

Thus a poor deluded country fellow in our
Town, that had liv’d a wicked, abominable, de-
bauch’d life, was frighted with an Apparition, as
he call’'d it, of the Dewvil; Hefancy’d that he {poke
to him, and telling his tale to a good honeft chri-
ftian Gentleman his neighbour, that had a little
) more
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mote fenfe than himfelf; the Gentleman ask’d him

if he was fure he really faw the Devil? yes, ycs,

Sir, fays bey I faw himvery plain, and {o they be-
an the following difcourfe.

Gent. See him! fee the Devil! art thou fure of
ity Thomas?

Tho. Yes, yes, I am fureenoughot it, Mafler;
to be fure *twas the Dewil.

Gent. And how do you know ’twas the Dewil,
Thomas? had you ever feen the Devil before ?

Tho. No, no, I had neverfeen himbcfore, #obe
fure s but, forall that, I know ’twas the Devil.

Gent. Welly if you're fure, Thomas, there’s no
contradi&ting you; pray what clothes had heon?

Tho. Nay, Sir, don’t jeft with me, he had no

clothes on, he was clothed with fire and brim-
ftone. \

Gent. Was it dark or day light when you faw
him?

Tho. O! it was very dark, for it was midnight.

Gent. How could you fee himthen? did youfee
by the light of the fire you fpeak of?

Tho. No, na, he gave no light himfelf; but I
{aw him, for all that.

Gent. But was it within doors, or out in the
ftreet?

Tho. Tt was within, it wasinmy own Chamber,
when I was juft going intobed, that I faw him.

Gent. Well then, youhadacandle, hadn’t you?

Tho. Yes, I had a candle, but it burnt as blue!
and asdim !

Gent. Well, but if the Devil was clothed with
firc and brimftone, he muft give you fome light,
there can’t be fuch a fire as you fpeak of; but it
muft give a light with it.

Tho, No, no, He gave no light, but Ifmelt his
fire and brimftone; he left afmell of it behind
hinyy when he was gone.

E 3 Gent.
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Gent. Welly fo you fay he had fire, but gave
no light, it was a devilith fire indeed; did it
fecel warm? was the room hot while he was in it ?

Zho. No, no, but I was hot enoughwithout it
for it put me into a great fweat with the fright.

Gent. Very welly he was allin fire, you fay, but
without light or heat, only, it {ecms, he ftunk of
brim{tone; pray what fhapes was hein, what was
he like; for you fay you faw him?

Zho. O! Siry Ifaw rwo great flaring {aucer cyes,
enough to fright any body out of theuwr wits.

Gent. And was that all you faw?

Zho. No, Ifaw hiscloven-foot very plain, ’twas
as big as onc of our bullocks that goes to plow.

Gent. So you faw none of hisbody, but his eyes
and his feet ? a fine vifion indeed!

Zho. Sir, that was enough to fend me going.

Gent. Going ! whatdid you runaway from him?

Zho. No,but I fled into bed at one jump, and funk
down and pull’d the bed-clothes quite over me.

Gent. And what did you do that for?

Tho. To hide my felf from fuch a frightful
creature.

Gent. Why, if it had really been the Devily do
you think the bed-clothes would have fecur’d you
trom him?

Tho. Nay, I don’t know, but in a fright it
was all I could do. ,

Gent. Nay, ’twas as wife as all the reft; but
come, Thomas, to be a little ferious, pray did he
{pcak to you?

Tho. Yes, yes, I heardavoice, but who it was
the Lord knows.

Gent. What kind of voice was 1t, was it like
a man’s voice? ]

Zh0s No, it was a hoarfe ugly noife, like the croak-
ing of a Frog, and it call’d meby my namce twice,
Thomas Dawfony, Thomas Dawfen.

Genz.



of the DE VIL. 55

Gent. Well, did you anfwer ?

Zho. No, not I, 1 could not havefpokea word
for my life 5 -why, I was frighted to death.

Gent. Did it fay any thing clfe?

Tho. Yes, when it faw that I did not fpeak, it
faid, Thomas Dawfon, Thomas Dawfon, you ave
a wicked wretch, you lay with Jenny S—Iaft night 5
if you dom’t repent, I will take you away alive and
carry you to Helly and you fball be damw’d, you wretch.

Gent. And was it true, Zhomas, did you lye
with Fenny § the night before?

Tho. Indeed Mafter, why yes it was true, byt
I was very forry afterwards.

Gent. But how thould the Devil know it,7homas?

TFo. Nay, he knows it to be furc; why, they
fay he knows every thing.

Gent. Well, but why fhould hebe angry atthat?
he would rather bid you lye with her again, and
encourage you to lye with forty whores, than hin-
deryou: This can’t be the Devil, Thomas.

Tho. Yes, yes, Sir, ’twas the Devil to be fure.

Gent. But he bid you repent too, you fay?

Zho. Yes, he threatn’d me if I did not.

Gent. Why, Thomas, do you think the Devil
would have you repent?

Tho. Why no, that's true too, I don’t know
what to fay to that; but what could itbe? ’twas
the Devil to be fure, it could be nobody elfc?

Gent. No, no, ’twas neither the Devil, Thowas,
nor any body elfe, but your own frighted ima-
gination 3 you had lain with that wench, and be-
g a young finner of that kind, your Confcience
terrified you, told you the Devil would fetch
you away, and you would be damn’d; and you
were fo perfuaded it would be fo, that you at laft
imagin’d he was come for you indeed; that you
faw him and heard him; whereas, you may depend
upon it, if Jenny S== will let you lye with her every

E 4 night,
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night, the Devil will hold the candle, or do any
thing to forward it, but will never difturb you;
he’s too much a friend to your wickednefs, it could
never be the Devily, Thon:as; *twas only your own
guilt frighted you, and that was Dewvz/ enough
too, if you knew the worlt of it, you nced no
other enemy.

Zho. Why that’s true, Mafter, one would think
the Devil fhould not bid me repent, that’s truc
but certainly *twas the Devil for all that.

Now Zhomas was not the only man that ha-
ving committed a flagitious crime had been de-
luded by his own imagination, and the power of
fancy, to think the Devil was come for hiw ;
whereas the Devil, to give him his due, is too
honeft to pretend to fuch things; ’tis his bufinefs
to perfuade men to offend, not to repent; and he
profefles no other; he may prefs men to this or
that attion, by telling them ’t1s no {in, no offence,
no breach of God’s Law, and the like, when
really *tis both 5 but to prefsthem to repent, when
they have offended, that’s quite out of his way ;
’tis none of his bufinefs, nordoes he pretend toits
therefore, let no man charge the Devil with what
he is not concern’d in.

But to return to his Perfon, he is, as I have faid,
notwithftanding his loft glory, a mighty, a ter-
rible and an immortal Spirit; he is himielt call’d
a Prince, the Prince of the Power of the Air; the
Prince of Darknefs, the Prince of Devils, and the
like, and his attending Spirits ave call’d bis Angels :
fo that however Sazan has loft the glory and
reétitude of his Nature, by his apoftate ftate, yet
he retains a greatnefs and magnificence, which
places him above our rank, and indeed above our
conception ; for we know not what he 1s, any
more than we know what the blefled Angcls are;
of whom we can fay no more than that they arc

miniflring
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wminifiring Spirits, &c. as the Scripture has de-
crib’d them.

Two things, however, may give us fome in-
fight into the nature of the Devil, in the prefent
ftate he is in; and thefe we have a clear difcovery
of in the whole fcries of his Conduét from the

Beginning.

1. That heis the vanquifh’d but implacable ene-
my of God his Creator, who has conquer’d
him, andexpell’d him from the habitations
of blifs ; on which account he is fill'd with
envy, rage, malice, and all uncharitablenefs 5
would dethrone God and overturn the thrones
of Heaven, if it was in his power.

2. That he is man’s irreconcilable Enemy ; not
as he is a man, nor on his own account {im-
ply, nor for any advantage he (the Devil)
can make by the ruin and deftruction of man;
but in meer envy at the felicity heis fuppofed
to enjoy as Satan’s rival; and as he is appoin-
ted to {ucceed Satan and his Angels in the
pofleflion of thofe glorics from which they
are fallen.

And here I muft take upon me to fay, Mr.
Milton makes a wrong judgment of the reafon of
Sataw’s refolution to difturb the felicity of man;
He tells us it was meerly to affront God his
Maker, rob him of the glory defign’d in his new
work of creation, and to difappomnt him in his
main defign, namely, the creating a new {pecies
of creatures in a perfe@ reétitude of foul, and
after his own image, from whom he might ex-
pect a new Fund of glory fhould be rais'd, and
who was to appear as the triumph of the Mefliah’s
vi€tory over the Devil. In all which Satan could

not be fool enough not to know that he thould
3 be
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be difappointed by the fame Power which had fo

eminently counter-ated his rage before.

But, 1 believe, the Devil went upon a much
more probable defign ; and tho’ he may be faid to ack
upon a meaner principle than that of pointing his
rage at the perfonal glory of his Creatcr; yer |
own, that in my opinion, 1t was by much th
more rational undertaking, and more likely te fuc-
ceed ; and that was, that whereas he perceived this
new fpecies of creaturcs had a fublime as well ac
human part, and were made capable of poflefling
the manfions of eternal Beatitude, from whence,
he (Sazan) and his Angels were expell’d and irre-
trievably banifh’d ; envy at fuch arival mov’d him
by all poflible artifice, for be faw bim deprived of
capacity to do it by force, to render him unworthy
like himfelf; that bringing him to fall into re-
bellion and difobedience, he might fee his Rival
damn’d with him ; and thofe who were intended
to fill up the empty {paces in Heaven, made fo by
the abfence of {fo many millions of fallen Angels,
be caft out into the fame darknefs with them.

How he came to know that this ncw fpecies of
creatures were liable to fuch imperfeétion, is beft
explain’d by the Devil’s prying, vigilant difpofi-
tion, judging or leading him to judge by himfelf;
(for he was as near being infallible as any of God’s
creatures had been) and then inclining him to try
whether it was {o or no.

Modern Naturalifts, efpecially fome who have
not {o large a charity for the fair {ex, asI have, tell
us, that as foon as cver Satan faw the woman, and
look'd in her face, he faw evidently that fhe
was the beft form’d creature to make a Tool of,
and the beft to make a hypocrite of, that could be
made, and therefore the moft fitted for his purpofe.

1. He faw by fome thwart lines in her face,
‘legible, perhaps, to himfelf only) that there was

a throne
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a throne ready prepar’d for the fin of pride to fit
in ftate upon, efpecially if it took an carly pofle(-
fion: Eve you may fuppofe was a perfect Beauty,
if ever fuch a thing may be{uppofed in the human
frame; her figure being {o extraordinary, wasthe
groundwork of his project; therc needed no more
than to bring her to be vain of it, and to conceit
that it either was fo, or was infinitely more fub-
lime and beautiful than it really was ; and having
thus tickl’d her vanity, to introduce Pride gradu-
ally, tll at laft he might perfuade her, that the
was really Angelic, or of heavenly Race, and
wanted nothing but to eat the forbidden fruit,
and that would make her fomething more excel-
lent fill.

2. Looking farther into her Frame, and with
a nearer view to her imperfections, he faw room to
conclude that the was of a conftitution cafy to be
feduc’d, and efpecially by flattering her; raifing
acommotion in her Soul, and adifturbance among
her paflions ; and accordingly he fet himfelf to
work, to difturb her repofe, and put drecams of
great things into her head; together with fome-
thing of a namelefs Kind, which (however, fome
have been ill-natur’d enough to fuggeft) I fhall
notinjure the Devil fo much as to mention, with-
out better evidence.

3. But, befides this, he found, upon the very
firft furvey of her outfide, fomething fo very
charming in her mein and behaviour, {o engag-
ing as well as agreeable in the whole texture of
her perfon, and withal fuch a fprightly wit, fuch
a vivacity of parts, fuch a fluency of tongue, and
above all, fuch a winning prevailing whine in her
fmiles, or at leaft in her tegrs, that he made no
doubt if he could but once delude her, the would
cafily be brought to delude 4dam, whom he found
fct not only a great value upon her perfon, but

was
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was perfeCtly captivated by her charms; in a
word, he faw plainly, that if he could but ruin
her, he thould eafily make a Devil of her, to ruin
her husband, and draw him into any gulph of mis-
chief, were it ever fo black and dreadtul, that the
fhould firft fall into herfelf; how far fome may
be wicked enough, from hence, to fuggeit of the
fair fex, that they have been Devils to their haf-
bands cver fince, I cannot fay; I hope they will
not be fo unmerciful to difcover truths of fuch
fatal confequence, tho’ they fhould come to their
knowlcdge.

. 'Thus fubtle and penetrating has Satan been
from the beginning ; and who can wonder thatupon
thefe difcoveries made into the woman’s infide,
he went immediately to work with her, rather
than with 4dam ? not but that one would think,
if Adam was fool enough to be deluded by his
wife, the Devil might have fecen {o much of it
in his countenance, as to have encourag’d him to
make his attack diretly upon him, and not go
round about, beating the buih, and ploughing with
the Heifer ; fetting upon the woman firit,and then
{etting her upon her husband, who might as cafily
have been impofed upon as the.

Other Commentators upen this critical Text
fuggeft to us, that Eve was not fo pleafed with
the hopes of being made a Goddefs ; That the pride
of a Seraphic Knowledge did not fo much work
upon her imagination to bring her to confent, as
a certain fecret Notion 1nfus’d into her head by
the fame wicked inftrument, that the thould be
wifer than Adam, and thould by the f{uperiority
of her underftanding, ncceffarily have the govern-
ment over him; which, at prefent, the was fen-
fible the had not, he being mafter of a particular
air of gravity and majefty, as well as of ftrength,
infinitely fuperior to her.

4 This
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This is an ill-natur’d fuggeftion ; but it muft
be confefs’d the impatient defire of government,
which (fince that) appears in the general Beha-
viour of the fcx, and particularly of governing huf-
bands, leaves too much room to legitimate the
fuppofition.

The Expofitors, who are of this opinion, add
to ity that this being her original crime, or the
particular temptation to that crime; Heaven
thought fit to thew his juftice, in making her
more entire fubjection to her husband be a part
of the Curfe, that the might read her fin in the
punithment, (viz.) be fball rule over thee.

I only give the general hint of thefe things
as they appear recorded in the annals of Saran’s
firlt Tyranny, and at the beginning of his govern-
ment 1n the World; thofe that would be more
particularly inform’d, may enquire of him and
know farther.

I cannot however, but obferve here with
fome regret, how it appears by the confequence,
that the Devil was not miftaken when he made
an early judgment of Mrs. Eve; and how Sazan
really went the right way to work, to judge of
her; ’tis certain the Devil had nothing to do but
to look in her face, and upon a near ftcady view
he might eafily fee there, an inftrument for his
Turn ; nor has he fail’d to make her a Tool ever
fince, by the very methods which he at firft pro-
pofed 5 to which, perhaps, he has made fome ad-
ditions in the corrupting her compofition, as well
as her underftanding; qualifying her to bea com-
pleat {nare to the poor weaker veffel MAN; to
wheedle him with her Syren’s voice, abufe him
with her fmiles, delude him with her crocodile tears,
and fometimes cock her crown at him, and ter-
rify him with the thunder of her TREBLE; ma-
king the cffeminated Male Apple-eater tremble at th{e

noife
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noife of that very Tongue, which at firft com-
manded him to Sin.  For it is yet a debate which
the Learned have not decided, whether the per-
fuaded and entreated him, or like a true fhe-ty-
rant, exercifed her auathority and oblig’d him to
eat the forbidden fruit.

And therefore a certain author, whofe name,
for fear of the Sex’s refentment 1 conceal, brings
her in, calling to Adam at a great diftance, in
an imperious haughty manncr, beckoning to him
with her hand, thus; Here, fays the, you coward-
ly faint-hearted wretch, take this branch of heaven-
by fruity eat and be a fupid fool no longer 5 eat and
be wifes eat and be a Gods and know, to your eter-
nal fhame, that your wife bas beenmade an enlightn’d
Goddefs before you.

He tells you 4dam hung back a little at firft,
and trembl'd, afraid to trefpafs : What ails the
SoT, fays the new Termagant? what are you afraid
of ? did God forbid you! yes, and why? that we
might not be knowing and wife like himfelf ! What
reafon can theve be that we, who bave capacious
Sfoulsy able to receive knowledge, fhould have it with-
held ? take ity you Fool, and eat 5 dow't you fee how
I am exalted in foul by ity and am quite another
Creature? Take ity 1{ay,or, if youdow't, I'll go and
cut down the Tree, and you fball never eat any of it at
ally and you fball be f1ill a fooly, and be governed by
your wife for ever.

Thus, if this interpretation of the thing be juft,
the Scolded him into it 5 Rated him, and brought
him to it by the terror of her voice ; a thing that
has retained a dreadful influence over him ever
fince ; nor have the greateft of Adam’s Succel-
fors, how light foever fome husbands make of it
in this age, been ever able, fince that, to con-
ceal their terror, at the very Sound ; nay, if we may
yelieve hiftory, it prevailed evenamong the Gods

2 not
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not all the noife of Pulcan’s hammers could
filence the clamours of that outrageous whore his
Goddefs ; nay, even Fupiter himfelf led fuch a
life with a termagant wife, that once, they fay,
Funo out-fcolded the noife of all his Thunders,
and was within an ace of brawling him out of
Heaven. But to return to the Devil.

With thefe views he refolv’d, it feems, to at-
tack the woman ; and if you confider him as a
Devil, and what he aim’d at, and confider the
fair profpect he had of fuccefs, I muft confefs,
I do not fee who can blame him, or atleaft, how
any thing lefs could be expetted from him; But
we fhall meet with it again by and by.

Cuar V.

Of the flation Satan had in Heaven before
he fell 5 the nature and original of his
crime, and fome of Mr. Milton’s miftakes
about it.

HUS far 1 have gone upon general obfer-
vation, in this great affair of Sazan and his
Empire in the World; I now come to my Title,
and fhall enter upon the hiftorical part, as the
main work before me.

Befides what has been faid Poetically, relating
to the fall and wandering condition of the Dewvil
and his Hoft, which poetical part I offer only
as an excurfion, and defire it thould be taken fo ;
I fhall give you what I think is deduc’d from good
originals on the part of Sazan’s ftory in a few
words.

He was one of the created Angels, form’d by
the fame omnipotent hand and glorious p,owgr,

who
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who created the Heavens and the Earth, and all
that is therein : This innumerable heavenly hott,
as we have reafon to believe, contain’d Angels of
higher and lower ftations, of greater and ot lefler
degree, expre(s’d in the Scripture by Throues, Do-
minionsy and Principalities : This, 1 think, we
have as much reafon to believe, as we have, that
there are Stars in the Firmament (or ftarry Hea-
vens) of greater and of lefler magnitude.

What particular ftation among the immortal
Choir of Angels, this Arch-feraph, this Prince
of Dewvilsycall’d Satan, was plac’d inbefore his ex-
pulfion, that ‘indeed, we cannot come at the
knowledge of, at leafty not with fuchan Autho-
rity as may be depended upon; but as from Scrip-
ture authority, he is plac’d at the head of all the
Apoftate armies, after he was fallen, we cannot
think it in the leaft afluming to fay, that he might
be fuppofed to be one of the principal Agents in
the Rebellion which happen’d in Heaven, and
confequently that he might be one of the higheft
in dignity there, before that Rebellion.

The higher his ftation, the lower, and with
the greater precipitation, was his overthrow ; and
therefore, thofe words, tho’ taken in another
fenfe, may very well be apply’d to him: How
art thou falleny, O Lucifer! Son of the Movuing /

Having granted the dignity of his Perfon, and
the high flation in which he was placed among
the heavenly Hoft ; it would come then neceflari-
ly to inquire into the nature of his fall, and above
all, alittle into the reafon of it; certain it is, Je
did fall, was guilty of Rebellion and Difobedience,
the juft effect of Pride; fins, which, in that holy
place, might well be call’d wonderful.

But what to me ismore wonderful, and which,
I think, will be very ill accounted for, is, how

came feeds of crime torife in the Angelic Nature?
created
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ereated in a flate of perfect, unfpotted holinefs ?
how was it firft found in a place where no unclean
thing can enter? how came ambition, pride, or
envy to generate there ? could there be offence
where there was no crime ? could untainted puri-
ty breed corruption ? could that nature contami-
natc and infe€t, which was always Drinking in
principles of perfection ?

Happy ’tis to me, that writing the Hiftory,
not {olving the Difficulties of Saraw’s Affairs,is my
provincein this Work ; that Iam torelate the Fatt,
not give reafons for it, or fign caufes; if it was
otherwife, I thould break off at this difliculty, for
I acknowledge I do not fee thro’ it; neither do I
think that the great Milton, after all his fine Ima-
gecs and lofty Excurfions upon the Subjeét, has
left it one jot clearer than he found it : Some are
of opinion, and among them the great Dr. B—rs,
that crime broke in upon them at {fome interval,
when they omitted but one moment fixing their
eyes and thoughts on the glories of the divine
face, to admire and adore; ‘which is the full em-
ployment of Angels ; but even this, tho’ it goes
as high as imagination can carry us, does not
reach it, nor, to me, make it one jot more com-
prehenfible than it was before 3 all 1 can fay to it
here, is, that /o iz was, the fact was upon Record,
and the rejeéted Troop are in being, whofe cir~
cumflances confefs the Guilt, and {till groan un-
der the Punifhment.

If you will bear with a poetic excurfion upon
the fubjet, not to folve but to illuftrate the diffi-
culty 5 takeitin a few lines, thus,

F Thou
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Thou fin of Witcheraft! firftborn child of Crime !
Produc’d before the bloom of Time;
Ambition’s maiden Sin, in Heaven conceiv’d,
And who could have believ’d
Defilement could in purity begin,
And bright eternal Day be {oil'd with Sin?
Tell us, fly penetrating Crime,
How cam’{t thou there, thou fault {ublime ?
How didft thou pafs the Adamantine Gate
And into Spirit thy felf infinuate?
From what dark ftate? from what deep place ?
From what ftrange uncreated race?
W here was thy ancient habitation found
Before void Chaos heard the forming found?
Waft thou a Subftance, or an airy Ghott,
A Vapour flying in the fluid wafte
Of unconcolted air ?
And how at firft didft thou come there?
Sure there was once a time when thou wert not,
By whom watft thou created ? and for what?
Art thou a fleam from fome contagious damp ex-
hal’d?
How fhould contagion be intail’d,
On bright feraphic Spirits, and in a place
Where all’s fupreme, and Glory fills the Space?
No noxious vapour there could rife,
For there no noxious matter lies ;
Nothing that’s evil could appear,
Sin never could Seraphic Glory bear ;
The brightnefs of the eternal Face,
Which fills as well as conflitutes the place,
Would bea fire too hot for crime to bear,
"Twould calcine Siny or melt it into air
How
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How then did firft defilement enter in?
Ambition, thou firft vital {ecd of Sin !
Thou Life of Death, how cam’ft thou there ?
In what bright form didft thou appear ?
In what Seraphic Orb didft thou arife?
Surely that place admits of no difguife,
Eternal Sight muit know thee there,
And being known, thou foon muft difappear.
But {ince the fatal Truth we know,
Without the matter whence or manner how :
Thou high fuperlative of Sin, ’
Tell us thy nature, where thou didft begin ?
The firft degree of thy increafe,
Debauch’d the Regions of eternal Peace,
And fillI'd the breafts of loyal Angels there
With the firft Treafon and infernal War.

Thou art the high extreme of pride,
And doft o’er leffer crimes prefide ;
Not for the mean attempt of Vice defign’d,
But to embroil the World, and damn Mankind.
Transforming mifchief, now hatt thou procur’d
That lofs that ne’er to be reftor'd,
And made the bright Seraphic Morning-ftar
In horrid monftrous fhapes appear ?
Satain, that while he dwelt in glorious light,
Was always then as pure as he was bright,
That in cffulgent rays of glory fhone,
Excell'd by eternal Light, by him alone,
Diftorted now, and ftript of Innocence, (nence-
And banifh’d with thee from the high Pre-cmi~
How has the fplendid Seraph chang’d his face,
Transform’d by thee, and like thy monftrousrace?
F 2 Ugly
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Ugly as is the crime, for which he fell,
I'itted by thee to make a local Hell,

For {uch muit be the place where either of you
(dwell. h

Thus, as I told you, I only moralize upon the
{ubject, but as to the difficulty, I muflt leave it as
I find it, unlefs, as 7 kinted at firf}, I could pre-
vail with Satan to fet pen to paper, and write
this part of his own Hiftory : No queftion, but
he could let us into the fecret 5 but to be plain,
I doubt I fhall tell fo many plain truths of the
Dewil, in this Hiftory,and difcover fo many of his
fecrets, which it is not for his intereft to have dif-
cover’d, that before I have done, the Dewi/and 1
may not be {o good friends as you may fuppofe
we are ; at leafl, not friends enough to obtain {uch
a favour of him, tho’ it be for public good; fo
we mutit be content till we come ont’ other fide the
Bine-Blanket, and then we fhall know the whole
Story.

BL}xft now, tho’ as I faid, I will not attempt to
folve the difhiculty, I may, 1 hope, venuwre to
tell you, that.there is not {o much difhiculty in it,
as at firft fight appears: and cfpecially not fo much
as fome people would make us believe ; let us fee
how others are miftaken in it, pecrhaps, that
may help us a little in the enquiry; for to know
wwhat it is not, is one help towards knowing what
it és.

M. Milton has indeed told usa great many mer-
1y things of the Devily ina mott formal, folemn
manner ; till in fhort he has made a good PLay
of [eaven and Hell; and no doubt it he had livid
in our times, he might have hadit acted with our
Pluto and Proferpine. He has made fine Speeches
both for God and the Devil, and a little addition

might
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might have turn’d it @ la wodern into & Harlequin
Dicn &G Diakle.

I confefs I don’t well know how far the do-
minion of Postry extends itfelf ; it feems the Buts.
and Bounds of Parna/fis are not yet alcertain'd ;
fo that for ought I know, by vertue of their an-
tient privileges call'd Licentia Poetarum, there can
be no Blafphemy in Verfe 5 asfome of our Divines
fay there can be no Treafon in the Palpit. But
they that will venture to write that way, ought
to be better fatisfy’d about that Point than I am.

Upon this foot Mr. Milton, to grace his Poem,
and give room for his Towring Fancy, has
gone a length beyond all that ever went before
him, fince Owid in his Metamorphofis. He has
indecd complimented Gop A/mighty with a flux
of lofty words, and great founds ; and has made a
very fine Story of the Devil, but he has made a
meer je ne [cay Quoi of Jefus Chrift. In oneline
he has him riding on a Cherub, and in ano-
ther fitting on a Throne, both in the very fame
moment of ation. In another place he has
brought him in making a Speech to his Saints,
when ’tis evident he had none there ; for we all
know Man was not created till a long while after 5
and no body can be fo dull as to fay the Angels
may be called Saints, without the greateft abfur-
dity in nature. Befides, he makes Carist him-
felf diftinguifh them, as in two feveral Bands,
and of differing Perfons and Species, as to be fure
they are.

Stand ftill in bright array, ye Saingsmm——
Here ftand,

T Angels e
Par. Lofi. lib.vi. fo. 174.

.3 So



70 The HISTORY

So that Curist here is brought in drawing up his
Army before the laft Battle, and making a Speech
to them, to tell them they fhall only ftand by
in warlike order, but that they fhall have no oc-
cafion to fight, for he alone will engage the Re-
bels. Then in embattling his Legions, he places
the Saints here, and the Angels there, as if one
were the main Battle of Infantry, and the other
the Wings of Cavalry. But who are thofe Saints?
they are indeed all of AZiltow’s own making 3 ’tis
certain there were no Saints at all in Heaven or
Larth atthat time ; Gop and his dxgels fill'd up
the place; and till fome of the dugels fell, and
Men were created, had liv’d, and were dead, there
could have been no Saints there. Saint Abel was
certainly the Proto-Saint of all that ever were {een
in [Heaven, as well as the Proto-martyr of all that
have been upon Earth.

Juft fuch another Miftake, not to call it a Blun-
der, he makes about Ze//; which he not only
makes LoCAL, but gives it a being before the Fall
of the Angels; and brings it in opening its mouth
to receive them. This is fo contrary to the na-
ture of the thing, and fo great an abfurdity, that
no Poetic Licenic canaccount for it; for tho’ Poefie
may form Stories, as Idea and Fancy may furnith
Materials, yet Pocty muit not break in upon Chro-
nology, and make things which in time were to
exift, act before they exifted.

Thus a Painter may make a fine piece of Work,
the fancy may be gocd, the flrokes mafterly, and
the beauty of the Workmanthip inimitably curi-
ous and fine, and yet have fome unpardonable im-
proprictics which marr the whole Work. So
the famous Painter of Zoledo painted the ftory of
the three Wifemen of the Eaff coming to wor-
thip, and bring their prefents to our Lord upon his
birth at Bethlobem, where he reprefents them as

three
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three Arabian or Indian Kings; two of them are
white, and one black ; But unhappily when he
drew the latter part of them kneeling, which to
be fure was done after their faces; their legs
being neceflarily a little intermix’d, he made three
black feet for the Negroe King, and but three white
fect for the two white Kings, and yet never difco-
ver’d the miftake till the piece was prefented to
the King, and hung up in the great Church. As
this is an unpardonable error in Sculpture or Lim-
ning, it muit be much more fo in Poetry, where
the Images muft have no improprieties, much lefs
inconfiftencies. :

In a word, Mr. Milton has indeed made a fine
Poem, but it is the Devil of a Hiffory. 1 can ca-
fily allow Mr. Miiton to make Hills and Dales,
flowry Meadowsand Plains (and the like) in Hea-
ven; and places of Retreat and Contemplation in
Hell; tho' I muft add, thatit can beallowed tono
Poct on Earthbut Mr. Miiton. Nay, I will allow
Mr. Miltony if you pleafe, to fet the Angels adancing
in Heaven, lib. v. fo. 138. and the Dewils a fing=
ing in Hell, /. i. fo. 44. tho’ they are in thort,
efpecially the laft,moft horrid Abfurdities. But I
cannot allow him to make their Mufick in Hell to
be harmonious and charming as he does; fuch
Images being incongruous, and indeed thockingto
Nature. Neither can I think we fhould allow things
to be plac’d out of time in Poctry, any more than
in Hiftory; ’tis a confufionof Images whichisal-
low’d to be difallow’d by all the Criticks of what
tribe or {pecies {oever in the world, and is indeed
unpardonable. But we fhall find fo many more
of thefe things in Mr. Milton, that really taking
notice of them all, would carry me quite out of
my way, I being at this time not writing the
Hiftory of Mr. Milton,but of the Dewil: befides,

F 4 Mr.
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Mzt. Milton is fuch a celebrated Man, that who but
he that can write the Hiftory of the Devil dare
meddle with him?

But to come back to the bufinefs. As I had cau-
tion’d you againit running to Scripture for fhel-
ter in cafes of difficulty, Scripture weighing ve-
ry little among the people I am directing my
Speech to; fo indeed Scripture gives but very lit-
tle light into any thing of the Devil’s Story before
his Fall, and but 70 wvery lizzle of it for fome time
after.

Nor has Mr. Milton faid one word to folve the
main difficulty (wiz.) How the Dewvil came to
fall, and how Sin came into Heaven ; how the
fpotlefs feraphic Nature could reccive infection,
whence the contagion proceeded, what noxious
matter could emit corruption there, how and
whence any vapour to poifon the Angelick Frame
could rife up, or how it increas’d and grew up to
crime. But all this he pafles over, and hurrying
up that part in two or three words, only tells us,

his Pride,

Had caft him out of Heaven with all his Hoft
Of rebel Angels, by whofe aid afpiring

He trufted to have equal’d the moft High.

lib. 1. fo. 3.

His pride ! but how came S4tan while an Arch-an-
gel to be proud? How did it confift, that Pride
and perfect Holinefs fhould meet in the fame Per-
fon? Here we muft bid Mr. Milton good night ;
for, in plain terms, he is in the dark about it, and
fo we are all;and the moft that can be faid, is, that

we know the fact is{o, but nothing of the nature
or reafon of ir.

But
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But to come to the Hiftory : The Angels fell,
they finn’d (wonderfuld) in Heaven, and God
caft them out; what their fin was is not explicit,
but in general tis call’d a Rebellion againft Gop 5
all {in mutt be fo.

Mr. Milson heretakes upon himto give the Hi-
ftory of it, as particularly as if hehad been born
there, and came down hither on purpofe to give
us anaccount of it; (I hope he is better inform’d
by this time;) but this he does in {uch a manner,
as joftles with Religion, and fthocks our Faith in fo
many points neceflary to be believ’d, that we
muft forbear to give up to Mr. Miiton, or mutt {er
afide part of the facred Text, in fuch a manner,as
will affift fomc people to fet it all afide.

I mean by this, his invented Scheme of the
Son’s being declared in Heaven to be begotten
then, and then to be declar’d Generalifiimo of all the
Armiesof Heaven; and of the Father’s {ummon-
ing all the Angels of the heavenly Hoft to fub-
mit to him, and pay him homage. The words
are quoted already, page 32.

I muit own the Invention, indeed, is very fine;
the Images exceeding magnificent, the Thought
rich and bright, and, in fome refpe&, truly fub-
lime: But the Authorities fail moft wretchedly,
and the mifs-timing of it, is unfufferably grofs,
as is noted in the Introduction to this Works
for Chrift is not declar’d the Son of God but on
Earth; ’tis true, ’tis {poken from Heaven, but
then’tis {fpoken as perfected on Earth; if itwasat
all to be affign’d to Heaven, it was from Eternity,
and there, indeed, his eternal Generation is al-
low’d; but to take upon us to fay, that Oz 2 day,

4 certain day, for fo our Poet affumes, lib. v.
fol. 137.

¢ When on a day,
—— ¢ On fuch a day
‘As
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< As Heaven’s great Year brings forth, the empy-
real Hoft )

¢ Of Angels by imperial Summons call’d,
¢ Forthwith from all the ends of Heaven appear’d.

This is, indeed, too grofs; at this meeting he
makes God declare the Son to be that day begot-
ten, as before 5 had he made him not begotten
that day, but declared General that day, it would
be reconcileable with Scripture and with fenfe ; for
either the begetting is meant of ordaining to an
office, or clfe the eternal Generation falls to the
ground ; and if it was to the office (Mediator)
then Mr. Milton is out in afcribing another fix’d
day to the Work ; fee lib. x. fo. 194. But then the
declaring him zhat day, is wrong chronology too,
for Chuitt is declar’d the Son of God with power,
only by the Refurretlion of the dead, and this is
both a Declaration in Heaven and in Earth. Ro.
i. 4. And Milton can have no authority to tell
us, there was any Declaration of it in Heavenbe-
fore this, except it be that dull authority call’d
poetic Licenfe, which will not pafs in fo folemn an
affair as that.

But the thing was neceflary to Milton, who
wanted to afiign fome caufe or original of the
Devil’s Rebellion 3 and fo, as I faid above, the de-
fign 1s well laid, it only wants two Trifles call’d
Zruth and Hiftery 5 fo I leave it to ftruggle for
i felf,

This Ground-plot being laid, he has a fair field
for the Dewil to play the Rebel in, for he imme-
diately brings him in, not fatisfy’d with the Ex-
altation of the Son of God. The cafe muft be
thus 5 Satan being an eminent Arch-angel, and
perhaps, the higheft of all the Angelic Train,
hearing this fovereign Declaration, that the Son

2 of
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of God was declar’d to be Head or Generaliflimo of
all the heavenly Hoft, took it ill to fee another
put into the high ftation ever bis bead,as the Sol-
diers call it; he, perhaps, thinking himfelf the fe-
nior Officer, and difdaining to fubmit toany but to
hisformer immediate Sovereign 5 in fhort, he threw
up his Commiffion, and, in order not to be compel’d
to obey, revolted and broke out in open Rebellion.

All this part is a Decoration noble and great,
nor is there any objetion to be made againit the
invention, becaule a deduction of probable Events;
but the Plotis wrong laid, as is obferv’d above,
becaufe contradited by the Scripture account,
according to which Chrift was declared in Hea-
ven, not then, but from Eternity, and not declar-
ed with power, but on Earth, (viz.)in hisvictory
over Sin and Death, by the Refurretion from the
dead : fo that Mr. Milton is not orthodox in this
part, but lays an avow’d foundation for the cor-
rupt Doérine of Arius, which fays, there was a
time when Chrift was #ot the Son of Gob.

But to leave Mr. Milton to his flights, I agree
with him in this part, v7z. that the wicked or
finning Angels, with the great Arch-angel at the
head of them, revolted from their obedience, cven
in Heaven it felf 5 that Satan began the wicked
defection, and being a Chief among the heavenly
Hoft, confequently carry’d over agreat party with
him, who all together rebel’d a{gainft od ; that
upon this Rebellion they were {entenc’d, by the
righteous judgment of Gobp, to be expel’d the
holy Habitation; this, befides the authority of
Scripture, we have vifible teftimonies of, from
the Devils themfelves; their influences and ope-
rations among us every day, of which Mankind
are witnefles ; in all the merry things they do inhis
name, and under his protettion, in almoft every
{cene of life they pafs thro’, whether we talk of

things
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things donc openly or in Mafquerade, things done
in=—or out of it, things done in carneft or m jett.

But then, what comes of the Jong and bloody
‘War that Mr. Milton gives fuch a full and parti-
cular account of, and the terrible Battels in Hea-
ven between Michael with the royal Army of An-

els on one hand, and Sazan with his rebel Hoft
on the other; in which he {uppofes the numbers
and ftrength to be pretty near equal ? but at
length brings in the Dewil’s Army,upon doubling
their rage and bringing new engines of war into
the field, putting Michael andall the faithful Army
to the worft; and, in a word, defeats them? For
tho’ they were not put to a plain flight, in which
cafe he muft, at leaft, have given an account of
two or three thoufand millions of Angels cut in
pieces and wounded, yet he allows them to give
over the fight, and make a kind of retreat; fo
making way for the compleat victory of the Son
of Gop: Now this is all mnvention, or at leaft, a
borrow’d thought from the old Poets, and the
Fight of the Giants againft Fupiter, fo nobly de-
fign’d by Owid, almoit two thoufand years ago;
and there "twas well enough ; but whether Poetic
Fancy fhould be allow’d to fable upon Heaven, or
no, and upon the King of Heaven too, that I
leave to the Sages.

By this expulfion of the Dewvils, it is allow’d
by moft Authors, they are, ip/o facto, ftript of the
Rectitude and Holinefs of their Nature, which
was their Beauty and Perfection; and being in-
gulph’d in the abyfs of irrecoverable ruin, ’zis
%o matter wherey, from that very time they loft
their Angelic beautiful Form, commenc’d ugly
frightful Monfters and Dewils, and became evil
doers, as well as evil Spirits; fill’d with a horrid
malignity and enmity againft their Maker, and
srm’d with a hellith refolution to fhew and ex-
JERA 2 ert
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ert it on all occafions; retaining however their
exalted fpirituous Nature, and having a vaft ex-
tenfive power of Action, all which they can ¢x-
ert in nothing elfe but doing evil, for they arcen-
tirely divefted of either Power or will to do good ;
and even in doing evil, they are under reftraints
and limitations of a {uperior Power, which it is
their Torment, and, perhaps, a great part of their
Hell that they cannot break thro’.

Cuar. VL

What became of the Devil and bis Hoft of
fallen Spirits after their being expelld
from Heaven, and his wandring condi-
tion till the Creation ; with fome more of
Mr. Milton’s abfurdities on that fubjeit.

AVING thus brought the Devil and his
H innumerable Legions to the edge of the
Bottomlefs-pit, it remains, before I bring them
to action, that fome enquiry fhould be made into
the pofture of their affairs immediately after their
precipitate Fall, and into the place of their im-
mediate Refidence; for this will appear to be very
neceflary to Satan’s Hiftory, and indeed, fo as
that without it, all the farther account we have
to give of him, will be inconfiftent and imperfect.

And firft, I take upon me to lay down fome
Fundamentals, which I believe I fhall be able to
make out Hiftorically, tho’, perhaps, not fo Gro-
graphically as fome have pretended to do.

1. That Satan was not immediately, nor is
yet lock’d down into the Aby(s of a Jocal
Hell, fuch as is fuppofed by fome, and fuch
as he fhall be atlaft 5 or that, A

2. it
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2. If he was, he has certain libertiesallowed him

for excurfions into the Regions of this Air,and
certain {pheres of action, in which he can,
and does move, todo, like a very Devilas be is,
all the mifchief he can, and of which we fec
{o many examples both about us and in us;
in the inquiry after which, I fhall take occafi-
on to examine whether the Devil is not in
moft of us, fometimes, if not in all of us one
time or other.

. 'That Satarn has no particular refidence in

this Globe or Earth where we live; that he
rambles about among us, and marches over
and over our whole country, he and his
Devils in Camps volant ; but that he pitches
his grand Army or chief Encampment in our
Adjacencies or Frontiers, which the Philofo-
phers call Atmofphere; and whence he is
call’d the Prince of the Power of that Ele-
ment or part of the World we call 4ir;
from whence he fends out his Spies, his
Agents and Emiffaries, to get intelligence,
and to carry his Commiflions to his trufty
and well beloved Coufins and Counfellors on
Earth, by which his bufinefs is done, and his
affairs carried on‘in the World.

Here, again, I meet Mr. Milton full in my face,

who will have it, that the Dewil, immediately at
his expulfion, roll'd down direétly into a Hell
proper and local; nay, he meafures the very di-
ftance, at leatt gives the length of the journey by

the time they were pafling or falling, which, he

fays, was wine days; a good Poetical flight, but
neither founded on Scripture or Philofophy; he
might every jot as well have brought He/l up to
the Walls of Heaven, advanc’d to receive them,

~or he ought to have confider’d the fpace which

is
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is to beallow’d to any locality, let him také what
part of infinite diftance between Heavern and a
created Hell he pleafes.

But let that be as Mr. Milton’s extraordinary
genius pleafes to place it ; the paflage, it {eems, is juft
unine days betwixt Heavenand Hell ; well might Di-
ves then fee father Abrabam, and talk to him too;
but then the great Gulph which Abrabam tells him
was fix’d between them, does not feem to be fo
large, as according to Sir Ifaac Newton, Dr. Hzl-
ley, Mr. Whifton, and the reft of our Men of Sci-
ence, we take it to be.

But f{uppofe the paflage to be nine Days, ac-
cording to Mr. Miiton, what follow’d? why Hell
gap’d wide, open’d its irightful mouth, and re-
ceived them all at once ; millions and thoufands of
millions as they were, it received them all at a
gulp, as we call i#, they had no difficulty to go
in, no, none at all.

Facilis defenfus averni, fed vevocare gradum
Hoc opus bic labor eff. mm— Virg.

All this, as Poerical, we may receive, but not
at allas Hiftorical ; for then come difficulties infupe-
rable in our way, fome of which may be as fol-
low: (1.) Hell is here fuppofed to be a place; nay
a place created for the punithment of Angels and
Men, and likewife created long before thofe had
fallen, or thefe had Being ; this makes me fay, Mr.
Milton was a good Poet, but a bad Hiftorian: Zo-
phet was prepar’d of old, indeed, but it was for
the King, that is to fay, it was prepar’d for thofe
whofe lot it fhould be to come there; but this
does not at all fuppofe it was prepar’d before it was
refolv’d whether there fhould be fubjets for it,
or no; elfe we muft fuppofe both Men and An-
gels were made by the glorious and upright Mka-
er
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ker of all things, on purpofe for deftruttion,
which would be incongruous and abfurd.

But there is worfe yer to come; in the next
place he adds, that Hell having receiv’d them,
clos’d upon them ; that is to fay, took them iny
clos’d or fhut its Mouth; and ina word, they were
lock’d in, as it was faid in another place, they
were lock’d in, and the Key is carry’d up to Hea-
ven and kept there ; for we know the Angel came
down from Heaven, having the Key of the Bot-
tomlefs-pit; but firfty fec Mr. Milton.

¢ Nine days they fell, confounded chaos roar’d
¢ And felt ten-fold confufion in their fall:

< Hell at laft
¢ Yawning receiv’d them allyand onthem clos’'d 5
¢ Down from the verge of Heaven, cternal wrath
¢ Burnt after them
¢ Unquenchable.

This Scheme is certainly deficient, if not ab-
furd, and I think is more fo than any other he has
laid; 'tis evident, neither Safen or his Hoft of
Devils arey, no not any of them, yet, even now,
confin’d in the eternal Prifon, where the Scrip-=
ture fays, he thall be referved #n chains of darknefs.
They muft have mean thoughts of Hell, as a Pri-
lon, a local Confincment, that can fuppofc the
Devil able to break Goal, knock off his Fetters,
and come abroad, if he had been once lock’d in
there, as Mr. Milton {ays he was: Now we know
that he is abroad again, he prefented himfelf be-
fore God, among his ncighbours, when 704’s cafe
came to be difcours’d of; and more than that, it’s
plain he was a prifoner at large, by his anfwer to
God’s queftion, which was, whence comeft thou ?
to which he anfwer’d, from going to and fro tbr]g‘

tne
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the Larth, &ec. this, T fay, is plain, and if it be as
certain that Hell clofed upon them, I demand
then, how got he out? and why was there not a
Proclamation for apprehending him, as there ufual-
ly is, after fuch Rogues as break prifon?

In fhort, the true Account of the Dewil’s Cir-
cumftances, fince his Fall from Heaven, is much
more likely to be thus : That he is more ofa Vagrant
than a Prifoner, that he is a Wanderer in the wild
unbounded Waft, where he and his Legions, like
the Hoords of Zartary, who, in the wild Coun-
tries of Karakathay,the Defarts of Barkan, Kaffan,
and Aflracan, live up and down where they find
proper; fo Satan and his innumerable Legionsrove -
about hic & ubigue, pitching their Camps (being
Beafts of prey) where they find the moft Spoil ;
watching over this World, (and all the other
Worlds for ought we know, and if there are any
fuch,) I fay watching, and feecking who they may
devour, #hat is, who they may deceive and delude,
_and fo deftroy, for devour they cannot.

Satan being thus confin’d to a vagabond, wan-
dring, unfettl’d Condition, is without any certain
Abode; Fortho® he has, in confequence of his An-
gelic Nature, a kind of Empire in the liquid Waft or
Air; yet, this is certainly part of his punithment,
that he is continually hovering over thisinhabited
Globe of Earth; fwelling with the Rage of Envy,
at the Felicity of his Rival, Man; and {tudyingall
the means poflible to injure and ruin him; butex-
tremely limited in Powecr, to his unfpeakable Mor-
tification: This is bLis prefent State, without any
fix’d Abode, Place, or Space allow’d him to reit
the Sole of his Foot upon.

From his Expuifion, I take his firft View of
Horror to be thar, of looking back towards the
Heaven which he had loft; there to fee the
Chafm or Opening made up,out at which, asar a

G Breach
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Breach in the Wall of the holy Place, he was
thruft Head-long by the Power which expel’d him 5
Iay, to{ee the Breach repair’d, the Mounds built
up, the Walls garifon’d with millions of Angels,
and arm’d with Thunders; and, above all, made
terrible by that Glory from whofe Prefence they
were expel’d, as is Poetically hinted at before.

Upon this fight, ’tis no wonder (if there was
fucha Place) that they fled till the Darknefs might
cover them, and that they might be out of the
View of fo hated a Sight.

Wherever they found it, you may be fure
they pitch’d their firft Camp, and began, after
many a four Refleétion upon what was pafs’d, to
confider and think a little, upon what was to
come.

It T had as much perfonal Acquaintance with
the Devil, as would admit it, and could depend
upon the I'ruth of what Anfwer he would give me,
the firlt Quettion I would ask him, fhould be,
what Mealures they refolv’d on at their firft Aflem-
bly ? and the next thould be, how they were em-
ploy’d in all that fpace of Time, between theirfo
tlying the Face of their almighty Conqueror, and
the Creation of Man? as for the Length of the
Time, which, according to the Learn’d, was
twenty thoufand Years, and according to the more
Lecarned, not half a Quarter {o much, I would
not concern my Curiofity much abour it ; ’tis
moft certain, there wasa confiderable time between,
but of that immediately ; firft let me enquire what
they were doing all that time.

The Deviland his Hoft, being thus, I fay, cafl
out of Heaven, and not yet confin’d {trictly to
Heily *tis plain they muft be (ome where . Satan
and all his Legions did not lofe their Exiftence,
no, nor the Exiftence of Devils neither; Gob was
fo far from annihilating him, that he ftill prcfcr;/l’d

13

1
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his Being; and this not Mr. Milton only, but
Gob himfelf has made known to us, having left
his Hiftory fo far upon record; feveral expreflions
in Scripture alfo make it evident, as particularly
the ftory of fob,mentioned before; the like inour
Saviour’s time, and feveral others.

If Hell did not immediatcly ingulph them, as
Milton {uggefts, ’us certain, 1 fay, that they fled
Somewhere,from the anger of Heaven,from the face
of the Avenger; and his abfence, and their own
guilt, wonder not at it, would make Hell enough
tor them wherever they went.

Nor need we fly to the Drcams of our 4freso-
mers, who take a great deal of pains to fill up
the vaft Spaccs of the ftarry Heavens with in-
numerable habitable Worlds; allowing as many
folar Syfiems as there are fix’d Stars, and that not
only in the known Conftellations, but even in Gal~
laxie it felf 3 who, toevery fuch Syftemallow a cer-
tain number of Planets, and to every onc of thofe
Plinets fo many Sazellites or Moons y and all thefe
Plancts and Moons to be Worlds; folid, dark, o=
paque Bodies, habitable, and (as they would have vs
| believe) inhabited by the like Animals and rational
Creatures as on this Earth; fo that they may, at
| this rate, find room enough for the Dewil and all
his Angels, without making a Hell on purpofe 5
' nay they may, for ought 1 know, find a World
for every Devil in all the Devil's Hoft, and fo
|every one may be a Monarch or Mafer-Devil,
{eparately in his own Sphere or World, and play
‘the Dewil there by himfelf.

And even if this were fo, it cannot be denied
‘but that one Dewvil in a place would be enough
for a whole fyftemary World, and be able, if not
jreftrained, to do mifchief enough there too, and
leven to ruin and overthrow the whole body of

| {People contain’d in it.
G:2 But,

i
|
!
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But, I fay, we need not fly to thefe thifts, or
confult the Aftronomers in the decifion of this
point ; for wherever Satan and his defeated Hoft
went, at their expulfion from Heaven, we think
we are certain, none of all thefe Beautiful Worlds,
or be they Worlds or no, I mean the fix’d Stars,
Plancts, ¢, had then any exiftence; for the Be-
ginning, as the Scripture calls it, was not yet
Begun.

But to {peak a little by the rules of Philofophy,
that is fo fay, {o as to be underftood by others,
even when we fpeak of things we cannot fully
underftand ourfelves: Tho’ in the Beginning of
Time all this glorious Creation was form’d, the
Earth, the ftarry Heavens, and all the Furniture
thereof, and there was a Time when they were
not; yet we cannot fay fo of the Void, or that
namelefs no-wbherey as 1 call’d it before, which
now appears to be a fome-where, in which thefe -
glorious Bodies are plac’d. That immenfe Space
which thofe take up, and which they move in at
this Time, muit be fuppofed, beforc they had
Being, to be plac’d there: As God himfelf was,and -
exifted before all Being, Time, or Place, fo the
Heaven of Heavens, or the Place, where the
Thrones and Dominions of his Kingdom then ex-
ifted, inconceivable and ineffable, had an exif-
tence before the glorious Seraphs, the innume-
rable company of Angels which attended about;
the Throne of God exifted ; thefe all had a Bcinﬁ
long before, as the Eternal Creator of them a
had before them.

Into this void or abyfs of Nothing, however
unmeafurable, infinite, and even to tholc Spirits;
themfelves Inconceivable, they certainly launch’d,
from the bright Precipice which they fell from,
and here they fhifted as well as they could.

Here
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Here expanding thofe Wings which Fear, and
Horror at their Defeat furnifh’d them, as | hint-
cd before, they hurried away to the utmoft Di-
ftance poffible, from the Face of Gop their Con-
queror, and then moft dreaded Enemy ; formerly
their Joy and Glory.

Be this utmoft remov’d Diftance where iz will,
Here, certainly, Satan and all his Gang of Devils,
his numberlefs, tho’ routed Armies retired. Herc
Milton might, with fome good Ground, have
form’d his Pandemonium, and have brought them
in, confulting what was next to be done, and
whether there was any room left to renew the
War, or to carry on the Rebellion; but had they
been caft immediately into Hell, clofed up there, the
Bottomlefs-pit lock’d upon them, and the Key
carried up to Heaven to be kept there, as Mr.
Milton himfelf in part confefles, and the Scripture
affirms; I fay, had this been {o, the Dcevil him-
felf could not have been fo ignorant as to think of
any future Steps to be taken, to retrieve his Affairs,
and therefore a Pandemoninm or Divan in Hell, to.
confult of it, was ridiculous.

All Mr. Miltow’s Scheme of Satan’s future Con-
dudt, and all the Scripture Expreflions about zbe
Dewil and his numerous Attendants, and of his
actings fince that time, make it not reafonable to
fuggeft that the Dewils were confin’d to their eter-
nal Prifon, at their Expulfion out of Heaven ;
But that they were in a State of Liberty to att,
tho’ limited 1n ating, of which I {hall alfo fpeak
in its place.

G 3 Cuar.
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Cmuapr VIL

Of the Number of Sataw's Hoft 5 how they
came firft to kmow of the new created
Worlds, now in being, and their Meafires .
with Mankind upon the Difcovery.

EVERAL things have been fuggefted to fetus
a calculating the number of this frightful
throng of Devil, who with Satan, the Adaffer-
Devily was thus caft out of Fleaven; 1 cannot
fay, I am fo much Mafter of Political Arithme-
tick as to calt up the Number of the Beait, no,
nor the Number of the Bealts or Devilsy who
make up this Throng. St. Francis, they tell us,
or {fome other Saint, they do not fay who, ask’d
the Devil once, how ilrong he was? for St.
Francis, you muft know, was very familiar with
him; The Devily 1t feems, did not tell him, but
prefently raifed a great Cloud of Dutt, by the help,
I fuppofe, of a Guit of Wind, and bid that Saint
count it; He was, 1 fuppofe, a Calculator, that
would be call'd grave, who dividing Sazan’s
Troops into three Lines, caft up the Number of
the Dewils of all {forts mn each Battalia, at ten
hundred times a hundred thoufand millions of the
firft Line, fifty millions of times as many in the
fecond Line, and three hundred thoufand timesas
manv as both in the third Line.

The Impertinence of this account would hard-
Iv have given it a place here, only to hint that it
has always been the Opinion, that Saras’s Name
may well be calld a Noun of Multitude, and
vaat 102 Devil and his Angels are certainly no in-

I confide-
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confiderable Number : It wasa {mart Repartee that
a Venetian Noblemanmade to a Pricft who rallied
him upon his refufing to give fomething to the
Church, which the Prictt demanded for the
delivering him from Purgatory; when the Priett
asking him, if be knew what an innumerable Num-
ber of Devils there were to take bim 2 he anlwer’d,
yesy he knew bow many Devils there wereinall : How
many ? fays the Pricft, his curiofity, I {uppoic,
being rais’d by the novelty of the anfwer.  /7by
ten millions five bundred and cleven thoufand, fix
bundred and feventy five Devils and a balf, favs
the Nobleman : 4 balf /{ays the Priclt, pray what
kind of a Dewil is that? your [elf, fays the Noble-
man, for you ave half a Devil already (aund will be
a whole one when you come there) for you are for
deluding all you deal withy and bringing us Soul
and Body into your Handsy that you inay be paid
for letting us go again. So much for their Num-
ber.

Here alfo it would come in very aptly, to con-
fider the ftate of that long interval between the
Time of their Expulfion from Ffeaven, and the
Creation of the World 5 and what the Pofture
of the Devil’s Affairs might be, during that Time.
The horror of their Condition can only be con-
ceiv’d of at a Diftance, and efpecially by us, who
being embodied Creatures, cannot fully judge of
what is, or is not a Punithment to Seraphs and
Spirits; But ’tis juft to fuppofe they fuffer’d all
that Spirits of a Seraphic Nature were capableto
{uftain, confiftent with their Exiftence; notwith-
ftanding which they retain’d till the Hellifbne/s
of their rebellious Principles ; namely, their Ha-
tred and Rage againft God, and their Envy at
the Felicity of his Creatures.

As to how lonig their time might be, I fhall
leave that Search ; no lights being given me that

G 4 are
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are cither probable or rational, and we have fo
little room to make a Judgment of it, that we
may as well believe Father A/——, who fuppofes
it to be a hundred thoufand Years, as thole who
judge it onc thoufand Years 5 ’tis cnough that we
are fure, it was before the Creation, how long be-
fore 1s not material to rhe Devik’s Hiffory, unlefs
we had fome Records of what happen’d to him,
or was done by him in the Intefyal.

During the wandring Conditign the Devil was
in at that Time, we may fuppofe, heand his whole
Clan to be employ’d in exerting their Hatred and
Rage at the Almighty, and at the Happinefs of
the remaining faithful Angels, by all the ways
they had power to fhew it.

Frowa this determin’d ftated Enmity of Sazan
and his Hofl againft God, and at every thing that
brought Glory to his Name, Mr. Aflton brings
in Sazan, (when firlt he faw Adam in Paradifey and
the Felicity of his Station there) {welling with
Rzage and Envy, and taking up a dreadful Refo-
lution to ruin Zdam and all his Pofterity, meer-
ly to difappoint his Maker of the Glory of his
Creation 3 I fhall come to {peak of that in its
Place.

How Satan, in his remote Situation, got In-
tciligence of the Place where to find Zdain out,
or tmatany {uch thing as 2 Man was created, is
Matrer of jult Speculation, and there might be
many rational Schemes laid for it: Mr. Milton
docs not undertake to tell us the Particulars, nor
indeed could he find room for it ; perhaps,
the Devil having, as [ have faidy a Liberty to
range-over the whole Void or Abyfs, which we
want as well a Name for, as indeed Powers to
eonccive of; might have difcovered that the Al-
mighty Creator had form’d a new and glorious
Work, with infinite Beauty and Variety, filling

I - up
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up the immenfe Waft of Space, in which he,
(the Devil) and his Augels, had rov’d for fo long
a time, without finding any thing to work on,
or to exert their Apo(gatc Rage i againtt their
Maker.

That at length they found the infinite untrod-
den Space, on a fudden fpread full with glori-
ous Bodies, thining in felf-exifting Beauty, with
a new, and to them unknown Luftre, call’d
Light: They found thefe luminous Bodies, tho’
immenfe in Bulk, and infinite in Number, yet
fixt in their wondrous Stations, regular and exact
in their Motions, confin’d in their proper Orbits,
tending to their particular Centers, and enjoying
every onc their peculiar Syftems, within which
was contain’d innumerable Planets with their
Sazellites or Moons, in which (again) a reciprocal
Influence, Motion and Revolution confpired to
Form the moft admirable Uniformity of the
whole.

Surprized, to be fure, with this fudden and
yet glorious Work of the Almighty; for the Cre-
ation was enough, with its Luftre, even to fur-
prize the Dewils 5 they might reafonably be fup-
pofed to ftart out of their dark Retreat, and with
a Curiofity not below the Seraphic Dignity ; for
thefe are fome of the things which the Angels de-
Jire to look into, to takea flight thro’all the ama-
zing Syftems of the fix'd Suns or Stars, which
we fee now but at a Diftance, and only make
Aftronomical Guefles at.

Here the Devil found not fubject of Wonder
only, but matter to fwell his revolted Spirit
with more Rage, and torevive the Malignity of his
Mind againtt his Maker, and efpecially againit
this new cncreafe of Glory, which to his infinite
Regret was extended over the whole Watt, and
which he look’d upon, as we fay in human Af-

: fairs,
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fairs, as a Pays conguis, or, if you will have it
in the Language ot the Devil, as an invafion up-
on his Kingdom.

Here it naturally occur’d to them, in their
State of Envy and Rebellion, that tho’ they could
not affault the impregnable Walls of Heaven,
and could no more pretend to raife War in the
Place of Bleflednefs and Peace 5 yet that per-
haps they might find Room in this new, and
however glorious, yet inferior Kingdom or Cre-
ation, to work fome defpite to their great Crea-
tor, or to affront his Majefty in the Perfon of
fome of his new made Creatures; and upon this
they may be juftly fuppofed to double their Vi-
gilance, in the furvey they refolve to take of thele
new Worlds, however great, numberlefsand won-
derful.

What Difcoverics they may have made in the
other and greater Worlds, than this Earth, we
have not yet had an acconnt ; poffibly they are
converfant with other Parts of God’s Creation,
befides this little little Globe, which is but as
2 Point in comparifon of the Reft; and with
other of God's Creatures befides Man, who may,
according to the Opinion of our Philofophers, in-
habit thole Worlds; but as no body knows that
Part but the Dewily we fhall not trouble our felves
with the Enquiry.

But ’tis very reafonable, and indeed probable,
that the Devils were more than ordinarily fur-
priz’d at the Nature and Reafon of all this glo-
rious Creation, after they had, with the utmoit
Curiofity, view’d all the parts of it; The Glorics
of the feveral Syftems; the immenfe fpaces iu
which thofe glorious Bodies that were created and
made part of ir, wereallow’d refpectively to move ;
the innumerable fix’d Stars, as fo many Suns in
the Center of fo many diftant Solar Syfiems; the

(likewife
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(hikewife innumerable) dark opaque Bodies recei-
ving light, and depending upon thofc Suns re-
fpectively for {uch light, and then refleCting that
light again uponandtor the Ufe of one another ;
To fce the Beauty and Splendor of their Forms,
the Regularity of their Pofition, the Order and
Exaétnefs, and yet inconcievable Velocity of their
Motions, the certainty of their Revolutions, and
the Variety and Virtue of their Influences ; and
then, which was even to the Devils themfelves
moft aftonithing, That after all the reft of their
Obfervations they fhould find this whole immenfe
Work was adapted for, and made fubfervient to
the Ufe, Delight and Blefling only of one poor
Species, in itfelf fmall, and in Appearance con-
temptible ; the meancft of all the Kinds {uppo-
fed to inhabit {fo many glorious Worlds, asappear-
cd now tobeform’d; I mean, that Moon cali’d the
Earth, and the Creature call’d Man ; that all was
made for him, upheld by the wife Creator, on his
account only, and would neceflarily end and
ccafe whenever that Species fhould end and be
determin’d. '

That this Creature was to be found no where
but (asabove) in one little individual Mooz ; a Spot
lets than almoft any of the Moons, which were in
{uch great Numbers to be found attendant upon,
and prefcrib’d with in every Syftem of the whole
crecated Heavens; This was aftonithing even to
the Devil himfelf, nay the whole Clan of Dewvils
could {carce entcrtain any juft Ideas of the thing;
Till at laft Satan, indefatigable in his Search or En-
quiry into the Nature and Reafon of this new
Work, and particularly fearching into the Spe-
cies of Man, whom he found God had thus
plac’d in the little Globe, call'd Earth; he foon
came to an Eclairiciffement, or a clear Underftand-
ing of the whole. For Example,
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Firff, He found this Creature, call'd Man,
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was however mean and {mall in his Appca-
rance, a kind of a Seraphic Species ; that he
was made in the very Image of God, endow-
ed with reafonable Faculties to know Good
and Evil, and poffefs’d of a certain thing till
then unknown and unheard of even in Hell it
felf 5 that is, in the Habitation of Devils, let
that be where it would, (viz.)

. That Gop had made him indeed of the low-

cft and coarfelt Materials, but that he had
breath’d into him the Breath of Life, and
that he became a living thing call’d SouL,
being a kind of an extraordinary heavenly
and divine Emanation ; and confequently
that Man, however mcan and Terreftrial
his Body might be, was yet, Heaven-born,
in his f{pirituous Part compleatly Seraphic ;
and after a Space of Life here, (determin’d
to be a ftate of probation) he thould be tranf-
lated thro’ the Regions of Death into a Life
purely and truly Heavenly, and which thould
remain fo for ever; being capable of knowing
and enjoying God his Maker, and ftanding
in his Prefence, ‘as the glorified Angels do.

. That he had the moft {fublime Faculties infu-

fed into him ; was capable notonly of know-
ing and contemplating God, and which was
{till more, of enjoying him, as above ; but
(which the Dewvil now was not) capable of
honouring and glorifying his Maker; who
alfo had condefcended to accept of Ho-
nour from him.

- And which was ftill more, that being of an

Angelic Naturé, tho’ mix’d with, and con-
fin’d for the prefent in a Cafe of mortal
Flefh ; he was intended to be remov’d from

this
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this Farth after a certain time of Life here,
to inhabit that Heaven, and enjoy that very
Glory and Felicity, from which Satanand his
Angels had been expell’d.

When he found all this, it prefently occur’d
to him, that God had done it all as an aét of
Triumph over him (Satan,) and that thefe Crea-
tures were only created to people Heaven, depo-
pulated or ftript of its inhabitants by his Expul-
fion, and that thefe were all to be made #nge/s in
the Devil’s ftead. .

If this thought encreas’d his Fury and Envy,
as far {as Rage of Dewils can be capable of being
made greater 5 it doubtle(s fet him on work to
givea Vent tothat Rage and Envy, by fearching
into the Nature and Conftitution of this Crea«
ture, call’ld Man ; and to find out whether he
was invulnerable, and could by no means be hurt
by the Power of Hell, or deluded by his Sub-
tilty 5 or whether he might be beguil’d and delu-
ded, and fo, inftead of being preferv’d in Holi-
nefs and Purity, wherein he was certainly crea-
ted, be brought to fall and rebell as he (Satan)
had done betore him ; by which, inftead of be-
ing tranfplanted into a glorious State, after this
Life in Heaven, as his Maker had defign’d him
to be, to fill up the Angelic Choir, and fup-
ply the Place from whence he (Sazan) had fallen,
hc might be made to fall alfo like him, and in a
Word, be made a Dewil like himlelf.

This convinces us that the Dewil has not loft
his natural Powers by his Fall; and our learned
Commentator Mr. Pool is of the fame Opinion;
tho’ he grants that the Dewil has loft his moral
Power, or his Power of doing Good, which he
can never recover. Fide Mr. Pool upon Aiis
Xix. 17. where we may particularly obfcrge,

when
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when the Man poffefs’d with an evil Spirie
flew upon the feven Sons of Sceva the Few,
who would have Exorcis’d them in the IName
of Fefus, without the Authority of Fefus, or
without Faith in him; He flew onthem and maf-
ter’d them, fo that they fled out of the Houfe
from the Devil conquered, naked and wounded :
But of this Power of the Devil I fhall fpeak by
1t felf.

Ina Word, and to fum up all the Devil’s Story
from his firft Expulfion, it ftands thus: For fo
many Y cars as were between his Falland the Cre-
ation of Man, tho’ we have no Memoirs of his par-
ticular Affairs, we have Reafon to believe he was
without any Manner of Employment; but a cer-
tain tormenting Endeavour to be always expref-
fing his Rage and Enmity againft Heaven s 1 call
it tormenting, Becaufe ever difappointed ; every
thought about it proving empty; every attempt
towards it abortive ; Leaving him only Light
enough to fee {till more and more Reafon to de-
{pair of Succefs ; and that this made his Condi-
tion ftill more and more a Hell than it was be-
tore.

After a Space of Duration in this Mifery, which
we have no light given us to meafure or judge
of, He at length difcover’d the new Creation of
Man, as above, upon which he foon found Mat-
ter to fet himielf to work upon, and has been
bufily employ’d ever fince.

And now indeed therc may be room to fug-
geft a Local Fell, and the Confinement of Souls
(made corrupt and degencrate by him) to it, as a
Place; tho he himfelt, as is ftill apparent by his
Altings, is not yet confin’d to it ; of this Hell,
its Locality, Extent, Dimenfions, Continuance
and Nature, as it does not belong to Satan’s
Hiftory, I have a good excufe for faying nothing,

and
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and fo put off my meddling with that,. which if
T would meddle with, I could fay nothing of to
- the Purpofe.

CHavr VIIL

Of the Power of the Devil at the Time of
the Creation of this World ; whether it
bas not been farther ftraitw'd and limited
fince that Time, and what Shifts and Stra-
tagems he is obliged to make ufé of to com-
pafs his ‘Defigns upon Mankind.

Unning Men have fabled, and tho’ it be
C without either Religion, Authority or phy-
fical Foundation, it may be we may like it ne’er
the worfe for that; that when God made the Stars
and all the Heavenly Luminaries, the Devil, to
mimick his Maker and infult his new Creation,
made Comets, in Imitation of the fix’d Stars; but
that the Compofition of them being combufti-
ble, when they came to wander in the Abyfs, rol-
ling by an irregular ill-grounded Motion, they
took Fire, in their Approach tofome of thofe great
Bodies of Flame, the fix’d Stars; and being thus
kindled (like a Fire-work unskilfully let off) they
then took wild and excentrick, as alfo different
Motions of their own, out of Satan’s Direction,
and beyond his Power to regulate ever after.

Let this Thought ftand by it felf, it matters net
to our purpofe whether we believe any thing of
it, or no; 'tis enough to our Cafe, that if Satan
had any fuch Power then, he has no fuch Power
now, and that leads me to enquire into his more

recent Limitations.
I am
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Iam to fuppofe, he and all his Accomplices
being confounged at the Difcovery of the new
Creation, and racking their Wits'to find ourt the
meaning of it, had at laft (w0 matter how) difco-
ver’d the whole Syftem, and concluded, as 7 have
faidy that the Creature, call’d Man, was to be
their Succeflor in the Heavenly Manfions; upon
which I fuggeft that the firft Motion of Hell was
to deftroy tgis new Work, and, if poflible, to
,overwhelm it.

But when they came to make the Attempt, they
found their Chains were not long enough, and that
they could not reach to the Extremes of the Syftem :
They had no Power either to break the Order, or
ftop the Motion, diflocate the Parts, or confound
the Situation of Things; they traverfed, no doubr,
the whole Work, vifited every Star, landed upon
every Solid, and fail’d upon every I'luid in the whole
Scheme, to fee what Mifchief they could do.

Upon a long and full Survey, they cameto this
Point in their Enquiry, that in fhort they could
do nothing by Force ; that they could not dif-
place any Part, annihilate any Atom, or deftroy
any Life in the whole Creation; but that as Om-
nipotence had created it, fo the fame Omnipotence
had arm’d it at all Pointsagainft the utmoft Power
of Hell, had made the {fmalleft Creature in it invul-
nerable, as to Sazan ; {o that without the Permiffion
of the fame Power which had made Heaven, and
conquer’d the Devi/, he could do nothing at all, as
to deftroying any thing that God had made, no,
not the little diminutive thing call’d Man, who
Satan faw fo much reafon to hate, as being created
to fucceed him in Happinefs in Heaven.

Satan found him placed out of his Power to hurt,
or out of his Reach to touch; and here, by the
way, appears the fecond Conqueft of Heaven over
the Dewvil; that having plac’d his Rival, as it

were
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were, juft before his Face, and thew’d the hate-
ful fight to him, he faw written upon his Image,
Touch him if you dare. ‘ :

*It cannot be doubted, but, had it not been thus,
Man s {o far from being a Match for the Devil,
that one of Satan’s leaft Iimps or Ange/s could deftroy
all the Race of them in the World, ay World
and all in a2 moment ; _

As he is Prince of the Power of the Air, taking
the Airfor the Elementary /¥ ovldy how eafily could

he, atone Blaft, fveepall the Surface of the Earth ™

into the Sea, or drive weighty immenfe Surges of
the Occean over the whole Plane of the Earth, and
deluge the Globe at once with a Storm? Or how
cafily could he, who, by the Situation of the Em-
pire, muit be fuppofed able to manage the Clouds,
draw them up, in fuch Pofition as thould natu-
rally produce Thundersand Lightnings, caufe thofe
Lightningstoblaft the Earth, dath in Picces all the
Buildings, burn all the populous Towns and Ci-
ties, and lay wait the World ;

At the {ame time he might command fuited
Quantitics of f{ublimated Air to burft out of the
Bowelsof the Earth, and overwhelm and fwailow

up, in the opening Chafms, all the Inhabitants 4

of the Globe?

In a Word, Satas left to himfelf as a Devil,
and to the Power, which by virtue of his Sera-
phic Original he muft be vefted with, was able to
have made Devilith Work in the World, if by a
{fuperior Power he was not reftrain’d.

Bur there is no doubt, af leaft to me, but that
with his fall from Heaven, as he loft the Reéti-
tude and Glory of his Angelic Nature, | mean
his Innocence, {o he loft the Power too that he
had beforc; and that when he firft commenc’d
Devil, he reccived the Chains of Reftraint too,
as the Badge of his Apoftacy, wiz. a general Pro-

H hibition,

o AP
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hibition, to do any thing to the Prejudice of
this Creation, or to act any thing by Force or
Violence without {pecial Permifiion.

This Prohibition was not fent him by a Mef-
fenger, or by an Order in Writing, or proclaimed
from Heaven by a Law ; but Sazan, by a ftrange,
invifible and unaccountable Impreflion felt the
Reftraint within him ; and at the fame time that
his moral Capacity was not taken away, yet his
Power of cxerting that Capacity felt the Re-
ftraint, and left him unable to do, even what he
was able to do at the fame time.

I make no queftion, burt the Devil is fenfible of
this Reftraint, that is to fay, »e¢ as it is a reftraint
only, or as an cffet of his Expulfion from /Zea-
wen 3 But as it prevents his Capital Defign againft
Man, who, for the Reafon I have given already,
he entertains a mortal Hatred of, and would de-
ftroy with all his Heart, it he might; and therefore,
like a chain’d Maftiff, we find him oftentimes
making a horrid hellith Clamour and Noife, bark-
ing and howling, and frighting the People, letting
them know, that if he wasloofe he would tear them
inpieces 3 butat the fame time his very Fury thakes
his Chain, which lets them know, to their Satis-
faction, he can only Bark, but cannot Bite.

Some are of Opinion that the Devil is not re-
ftrain’d fo much by the fuperior Power of his So-
vereign and Maker; but that all his milder Mea-
fures with Man are the effet of a political Scheme,
and done upon mature Deliberation ; that it was
refolved toact thus, in the great Council or P t
of Devils, call’d upon this very Occafion, when
they firft were inform’d of the Creation of Manj
and efpecially when they confidered what kind
of Creature he was, and what might probabl
be the Reafon of making him, (viz.) to fill up
the Vacancics in Heavens I fay, that then the

4 Dewvils
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Dexils refolv’d, that it was not for their Inte-
reft to fall upon him with Fury and Rage, and
{o deftroy the Species, for that this would be no
Benefit at all to them, and would only caufe ano-
ther original Man to be created; for that they
knew Gop could, by the fame Omnipotence,
form as many new Species of Creatures as he
pleafed ; and, if he thought fit, create them in
Hcaven too, out of the Reach of Dewvils or evil
Spirits, and that therefore, to deftroy Man would
no way anfwer their End.

On the other hand, examining ftrictly the
Mould of this new made Creature, and of what
Materials he was form’d ; how mixt up of a Nature
convertible and pervertible, capable indeed of
infinite Excellence, and confequently of eternal
Felicity ; but fubject likewife to Corruption and
Degeneracy, and confequently to eternal Mifery ;
That inftead of being fit to {fupply the Places of
Satan and hisrejeted Tribe (the expell’d Angels)
in Heaven, and filling up the Thrones or Stalls in
the Celeftial Choir, they might, if they could but
be brought into Crime, become a Race of Re-
bels and Traytors like the reft ; and fo come at laft
to keep them Company, as well in the Place of
cternal Mifery, as in the Merit of it, and in a
Word, become Devils inftead of Angels.

Upon this Difcovery, I fay, they found it infi-.
nitely more for the Intereft of Satan’s infernal
Kingdom, to go another way to work with Man-
kind, and fee if it were poflible, by the ftrength
of all their infernal Wit and Counfels, to lay
fome Snare for him, and by fome Stratagem to
bring him to eternal Ruin and Mifery.

This being then approv’d as their only Method,
(and the Devilthew’d he was no Fool in the Choice)
he next refolv’d that there was no time to be loft 3
that it was to be fet about immediately, before the

H 2 Race
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Race was Multiplied, and by that means the
Work be not made greater only, but perhaps the
more difficult too; accordingly the diligent Devil
went inftantly aboutit, agreeably to all the Story
of Eve and the ferpent, as before; the belief of
which, whether hiftorically or allegorically, is not
at all obftruéted by this Hypotheiis. :
I do not affirm that this was the Cafe at firft,
becaufe being not prefent in that black Divan,
at leaft not that I know of) for who knows where
be was or was not in bis pre-exifient State ? 1 can-
not be pofitive in the Refolve that paft there;
but except for fome very little Contradiction,
which we find in the facred Writings, I thould,
I confefs, incline to believe it Hiftorically ; and I
fhall fpeak of thofe things which I call Contra-
di€tions to it more largely hereafter. !
In the mean time, be it one way or other, zhaz
is to fay, either that Satan had no Power to have
proceeded with Man by Violence, and to havede-
ftroy’d him as foon as he was made ; or that he
had the Power, but chofe rather to proceed by
other Methods to deceive and debauch him; 7
Jay, beit whichyou pleafe, Iam ftill of the Opi-
nion that it really was not the Devi/’s Bufinefs
to deftroy the Species ; that it would have been
nothing to the purpofe, and no Advantage at all
to him, if he had done it ; for that, as above,
Gob could immediately have created another Spe-
cies to the fame end, whom he either could have
made invulnerable, and not fubjet to the Devil’s
Power, or remov’d him out of Sazan’s Reach,
plac’d him out of the Devi/’s Ken, in Heaven or
fome other Place, where the Devil could not
come to hurt him ; and that therefore it is infi-
nitely more his Advantage, and more fuited to
his real Defign of defcating the End of Man’s Cre-
ation, to debauch him' and make a Devil of hi}rln,
that
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that he may be rejected like himfelfy and increafe
the infernal Kingdom and Company in the Lake
of Mifery in #ternum.

It may be true, for ought I know, that Satan
~has not the Power of Decftruétion put into his
-Hand, and that he carinot take away the Lifc of a

Man: and it {feems probable to be {o, from the
Story of Satanand Job, when Satanappear’d among
- the Sons of Gop, as the Text fays, o6 i. 6. Now
when God gave fuch a Charaler of %ob to him,
and ask’d him if be bad confider’d bis Servant
Foby ¥. 8. why did not the Devil go immedi-
ately and exert his Malice againft the good
Man at once, to let his Maker fec what would
become of his Servant 704 in his Diftrefs? On the
contrary, we fee he only anfwers by fhewing the
Reafon of Job’s good Behaviour 5 that it was but
common Gratitude for the Blefling and Protetion
he enjoy’d, ¥ 10. and pleading that if his Eftate
was taken away, and he was expos’d as he (Satan)
was, to be a beggar and a Vagabond, going 0 and
Jroin the Earth, and walking up and down therein,
he fhould be a very Devil too, like himfelf, and
curfe God to his Face.

Upon this, the Text fays, that God an{wered ¥.
11. Bebold allthat be bath is inthy Power 3 now ’tis
plain here, that God gave up Job’s Wealth and
Eftate, nay his Family, and the Lives of his Chil-
dren and Servants into the Devils Power 5 and
accordingly, like a true mercilefs Devil, as be is,
he deftroy’d them all; he mov’d the Sabeans
to fall upon the Oxen and the Affes, and carry
them off'; he mov’d the Chaldeans to fallupon the
Camels and the Servants, to carry off the firft,
and murther the laft; he made Lightning flath
upon the poor Sheep, and kill them all ; and he
blow’d his Houfe down upon his poor Children,
and buricd them all in the Ruins. ‘

H 3 Now
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Now here is (1.) a Specimen of Satan’s good
Will to Mankind, and what Havock the Devi’
would make in the World, if he might; and here
is a Teftimony too, that he could not do this
without leave ; fo that I cannot but be of the Opi-
nion he has fome Limitations, fome Bounds fet to
his natural Fury ; a certain Number of Links in
his Chain, which he cannot exceed, or, in a
Word, that he cannot go a Foot beyond his
Tether.

The fame kind of Evidence we have in the
Gofpel, Matth. viii. 31. where Satan could not
fo much as poffefs the filthieft and meaneft of all
Creatures, ?he Swine, till he had ask’d leave; and
that ftill, to fhew his good Willy as foon as he
had gotten leave, he hurried them all into the Sca
and choak’d them; thefe, I fay, are fome of the
Reafons why I am not willing to fay, the Devil
is not reftrain’d in Power; but on the other fide,
we are told of fo many mifchievous things the Devil
has done in the World, by virtuc of his Domini-
on over the Elements, and by other Teftimonics
of his Power, that I don’t know what to think
of it; tho’, upon the whole, the firft is the fafeft
Opinion ; for if we fhould believe the laft, we
might, for ought 1 know, be brought, like the
American Indians, to worthip him «# /zff, that he
may do us no Harm.

And now I have nam’d thofe Pcople in Awme-
rica, I confefs it would go a great way in favour
of Satan’s Generofity, as well as in Tcftimony of
his Power, if we might belicve allthe Accounts,
which indecd Authors are pretty well agreed in
the Truth of, mamely, of the Milchiefs the Devil
does inthofe Countries, where his Dominion {cems
to be cftablith’d ; how he ufes them when they
deny him the Homage he claims of them as his
Due; what Havock and Combuftion he makes

among



ofthe DEVIL. 103

among them; and how Benefieent he is (or at
leaft negative in his Mifchiefs) when they Appeafe
him by their hellith Sacrifices.

Likewife we fee a Teft of his wicked Subtilty
in his Management of thofe dark Nations, when
he was more imwmediately worfhip’d by them ;
namely, the making them believe that all their
good W eather, Rains, Dews, and kind Influences
upon the Earth, to make it fruitful, was from Him ;
whereas they really were the common Bleffings of
a higher Hand, and came not from him, the Dewil,
but tfrom him that made the Devi/y and made him
a Devil or fallen Angel by his Curfe.

But to go back to the Method the Dcvil took
with the firft of Mankind; ’tis plainthe Policy of
Heli was right, tho’ the Execution of the Re-
{olves they took did not fully anfwer their End
neither 5 For Satan faftening upon poor, proud, ri-
diculous Mother Eve, as I have {aid before, made
prefently a true Judgment of her Capacities, and
of ‘her Temper; took her by the right Handle,
and foothing her Vanity (which is to this Day
the fofteft Place in the Head of all the Sex)
wheedl’d her out of her Senfes, by praifing her
Beauty, and promiling to make her a Goddefs.

The foolith Woman yielded prefently,and that
we are told is the Reafon why the fame Method fo
ftrangely takes with all her Pofterity (v7z.) that you
are fure to prevail with them,if you can but once
perfuade them that you believe they are Witty and
Handfome; for the Devil, youmay obferve, never
quits any Hold he gets, and having once found a
way into the Heart, always takes care to keep
the Door open, that any of his Agents may en-
ter after him withoutany more Difliculty: Hence
the fame Argument, efpecially the laft, has fo be-
witching an Influence onthe Sex, that they rarely
deny you any thing, after they are but weak

H 4, enough
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cnough and vain enough to accept of the Praifcs you
offer them on that Head; on the other hand you
are fure they never forgive you the unpardonable
Crime of faying theyare Ugly or Difagreeable: Itis
fuggefted that the firft Method the Devil took to
infinuate all thofe fine things into Eve’s giddy
Head, was by creeping clofe to her one Night,
when fhe was afleep, and laying his Mouth to her
Ear, whiipering all the fine things to her, which
he knew would fet her Fancy a Tip-toe, and fo
made her receive them involuntarily into her Mind
knowing well enough that when the had form’d
fuch Ideas in her Soul, however they came there,
fhe would never be quiet till the had work’d them
up to fome extraordinary thing orother.

It was evident what the Devil aim’d at, namely,
that fhe thould break in upon the Command of
Gop, and {o having corrupted her felf, bring
the Curfe upon her {elf and all her Race, as Gop
had threatn’d; but why the Pride of Ewe (hould
be {o eafily tickled by the Motion of her exquifite
Beauty, when there then was no profpect of the
ufe or want of thofe Charms? that indeed makes
a kind of Difficulty here, which the learn’d have
not determined. Ior,

1. If the had been as Ugly as the DewiZ, the had
no body to rival her, {o that the need not
tear Adam fhould leave her and get another
‘Miftrefs.

2. If the had been Bright and Beautiful as an
Angel, the had no other Admirer but poor
Adam, and he could have no room to be jea-
lous of her, or afraid fhe fhould cuckold
him; fo that in fhort, Eve had no {uch Oc-
cafion for her Beauty, nor could the make any
ufe of it either to a bad purpofe or to agood,
and therefore I believe the Devily, who is too

cunning
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cunning to do any thing that fignifics No-
thing, rather tempted her by the Hope of
encreafing her Wi, than her Beauty.

But to come back to the Method of Satan’s
tempring her, viz.by whifpering to herin her{leep 5
’twas a cunning Trick, that’s the Truth of it, and
by that means he certainly fet her Head a madding
aiter Deifm, and to be made a Goddefs, and then
back’d it by the {ubtle talk he had with her af-
terward.

I am the more particular upon this Part, be-
caufe, however the Devil may have been the firft
that ever practifed ir, yet I can affure him the
Experiment has been tried upon many a Woman
fince, to the wheedling her out of her Modetty,
as well as her Simplicity ; and the Cunning Men
tell us ftill, that if you cancomeata Woman when
theis in a decp fleep, and Whifper to her clofe to
her Ear, fhe will certainly Dream of the Thing
you fay to her, and fo will a Man too.

Well, be this o to her Race or not, it was it
feems {o to her; for the wak’d with her Head fill’'d
with pleafing Ideas, and as fome will have it, un-
lawful Defires 5 fuch, as to be fure the never had
cantertain’d before 5 Thefe are {uppofed to be fatally
infufed in her Drcam, and fuggetted to her waking
Soul, when the Organ Ear which convey’d them
was doz’d and infenfible; ftrange Fate of {leeping
1 Paradife /' that whereas we have Notice but of
two Sleeps there, that in one a Zeman fhould
go out of him, and in the other, the Devil thould
come into her.

Certainly, when Satan firft made the Attempt
upon FEwe, he did not think he fhould have fo
eafily conquered her, or have brought his Bufinefs
about {o {foon; the Dewil himfelf could not have
imagined fhe fhould have been fo foon brought

to
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to forget the Command given, or at leaft who
gave 1t, and have ventur’d to tranfgrefs againtt
him, and made her forget that Gop had told her, it
thould be Death to Ecr to touch it; and above
all, that the fhould afpirc to be as wife as him,
who was fo ignorant before, as to believe it was
for fear of her being like himfelf, that he had for-
bid it her.

Well might fhe be faid to be the weaker Vef-
{cl, tho’ Adam himfelf had little enough to fay
for his being the ftronger of the two, when he
was over-perfuaded (if it were doneby Perfuafion)
by his Wife to do the fame thing.

And mark how wife they were after they had
Eaten, and what Fools they both aéted like, even
to one another ; nay, even all the Knowledge
they attan’d to by it was, for ought I fee, only to
know that they were Fools, and to be fenfible
both of Sin and Shame; and fee how fimply they
acted, 1 fay, upon their having committed the
Crime, and being detetted in it.

¢View them to Day converfing with their God,
¢ His Image both enjoy’d and underftood,
¢ 7o Morrow skulking with a fordid Flight,
¢ Among the Buthes from the /nfinite,  (Sight ;%
¢ As if that Power was blind, which gave them
¢ With fenfelefs Labour Tagging Fig-Leaf Vefts,
¢ Tohide their Bodies from the fight of Beafts.
¢Hark ! how the Fool pleads faint, for forfeit Life,
¢ Firft he reproaches Heaven, and then his Wife :
< The Woman which thox gav'ft, as if the Gift
¢ Could rob him of the little Reafon left,
¢ A weak Pretence to fhift his early Crime,
¢ As if accufing her would excufe him;

¢ But
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¢ But thusencroaching Crime dethrones the Senfe,
¢ And intercepts the Heavenly Influence,

¢ Debauches Reafon, makes the Man a Fool,

¢ And turns his attive Light to Ridicule.

It muft be confefs’d that it wasunaccountable De-
generacy, even of their common Reafoning, which
Adam and Eve both fell into upon the firft com-
mitting the Offence of taking the forbidden
Fruit : If that was their being made as Gods,
it made but a poor Appearance in its firft coming,
to hide their Nakednefs when there was no body
to feec them, and cover themfelves among the
Buthes from their Maker; but thus it was, and
this the Devil had brought them to, and well
might he, and all the Clan of Hell, as Mr. Mii-
ton brings them in, laugh and triumph over the
Man after the Blow was given, as having {o egre-
gioufly abufed and deluded them both.

But here, to be fure, began the Devil’s new
Kingdom; as he had now feduc’d the two firft
Creatures, he was pretty fure of Succefs upon all
the Race, and therefore prepar’d to attack them
alfo, as foon as they came on ; nor was their en-
creafing Multitude any Difcouragement to his At-
tempt, but juft the contrary; for he had Agents
cnough to employ, if every Man and Woman
that thould be born was to want a Devil to wait
upon them, feparately and fingly to feduce them;
whereas fome whole Nations have been fuch
willing fubjeéts to him, that onc of his Seraphic
Imps may, for ought we know, have been enough
to guide a whole Country 3 the People being en-
tirely fubjected to his Government for many Ages;
as in America, for example, where fome will have
it, that he convey’d the firft Inhabitants, at lcaﬁf:_

1
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if he did not, we don’t well know who did, or
how they got thither.

And how came all the Communication to be fo
centirely cut off between the Nations of Ezrope and
Africa, from whence America muft certainly have
been peopl’d, or elfe the Devi/ muft havedone it
indeed? I fay, how came the Communication to
be (o entirely cut off between them, that except
the time, whenever it was, that People did at
firft reach from one to the other, none ever came
back to give their Friends any account of their
Succefs,or invite them to follow ? Nordid they hear
of one another afterwards, as we have Reafon to
think: Did Satan politically keep them thusafun-
der, left News from Heaven thould reach them,
and {o they thould be recover’d out of his Govern-
ment ? We cannot tell how to give any other rational
Account of it, that a Nation, nay a Quarter of the
World, or as fome will have it be, halfthe Globe,
thould be peopled from Exrope or Africa,or both,
and no body ever go after them, or come back
from them in above three thoufand years after.

Nay, that thofe Countries fhould be peopled
when therc was no Navigation in ufc in thefe
Parts of the World, no Ships made that could
carry Provifions enough to fupport the People
that fail’d in them, but that they muft have been
itarved to death before they could reach the Shore
of America; the Ferry from Europe or Africa, in
any Part (which we have known Navigation to
be practifed in) being at leaft 1000 Miles, and in
moft Places much more.

But as to the dmericans, let the Deviland they
alone to account for their coming Thither, this we
are certain of, that we knew nothing of them for
many hundred Years; and when we did, when the
Difcovery was made, they that went from Hence

found Satanina full and quict Pofleflion of them,
ruling
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ruling them with an arbitrary Government, parti-
calarto himfelf; He hadled them into a blind Sub-
je€tion to himfelf;, nay, I might callit Devotion, for
it was all of Religion that was to be found among
them) worfhipping horrible 1dols in his Name, to
whom he directed human Sacrifices continually to
be made, till he deluged the Country with Blood,
and ripen’d them up for the Deftrution that fol-
low’d, from the Invafion of the Spaniards, who he
knew would hurry them all out of the World as
faft as he (¢he Dewvil) himfelf could defire of them.

But to goback alittle to the Original of Things,
It is evident that Sazer has made a much better
Market of Mankind, by thus fubtilly attacking
them, and bringing them to break "with their
Makeras he had donc before them, than he could
have done by fulminating upon them at firft, and
fending them all out of the World at once; for
now he has peopled his own Dominions with
them, and tho’ a Remnant are fnatch’d as it were
out of his Clutches, by the Agency of Invinci-
ble Grace, of which I am not to difcourfe in this
Place ; yet this may be faid of the Dewvil, with-
out Offence, that he has in fome Senfe carried his
Point, and as it were forc’d his Maker to be fa~
tisfied with a Part of Mankind, and the leaft
Part too, inftead of the great Glory he would have
brought to himfelf by keeping them all in his
Service.

Mr. Milton, as 1 have noted above, brings in
the Devil and all Hell with him, making a Fex
de Foye for the Victory Satan obtain’d over one
filly Woman ; indeed it was a Piece of Succefs
greater in its Confequence than in the immediate
Appearance ; nor was the Conqueft fo compleat
as Satan himfelf imagin’d to make, fince the Pro-
mife of a Redemption cut of his Hands, which
was immediately 1ade to the Man, in behalf of

himfelf
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himfelf and his believing Pofterity, was a great
Difappointment to Satan, and as it were fhatch’d
the beft Part of his Viétory out of his Hands.

It is certain the Dewvils knew what the mean-
ing of that Promifc was, and who was to be the
Seed of the Woman, namely, the incarnate Soz of
God, and that it was a fecond Blow to the whole
infernal Body ; but as if they had refolved to
let that alone, Safan went on with his Bufi-
nefs 3 and as he had introduc’d Crime into the
common Parent of Mankind, and thereby fecu-
red the Contamination of Blood, and the De-
{cent or Propagation of the corrupt Seed, he had
nothing to do but to affift Nature intime to come,
to carry on its own Rebellion, and at it {elf in the
Breafts of Eve’s tainted Pofterity ; and that in-
deed has been the Devil’s Bufinefs ever fince his
firft Victory upon the Kind, to this Day.

His Succefs in this Part has been fuch, that
we fee upon innumerable Occafions a gencral De-
* e€tion has follow’d; a kind of a Taint upon Na-
ture, call it what you willya Blaft upon the Race of
Mankind ; and were it not for one thing,he had ruin-
ed the whole Family; 7 /2y, were it not for one
thing, ‘namely, a fele¢ted Company or Number,
which his Maker has refolv’d he thall not be able to
corrupt, orif he does, the fending the promis’d Seed
fhall recover back again from him, by the Power of
irrefiftible Grace ; which Number thus fele&ted or
elefted, call it which we willy are fhill to fupply
the Vacancies in Heaven, which Sazan’s Defeétion
left open; and what was before fill’d up with crea-
ted Seraphs, is now to be reftor’d by recoverd
Saints, by whom infinite Glory is to accrue to
the Kingdom of the Redecmer.

This glorious Eftablithment has robb’d Satan
of all the Joy of his Victory, and left him juft
where he was, defeated and difappointed ;dnor

o€s
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does the Pofleflion of all the Myriads of the Sons
of Perdition, who yet fome are of the Opinion
will be fnatch’d from him too at laft; I fay, the
Pofleflion of all thefe makes no amends to him,
for heisfuch a Dewil in his Nature, that the Envy
at thofe he cannot feduce, eats out all the Satis-
faction of the Milchief he has done in feducing all
the reft ; but 7 muft not preach, fo 1 return to
things as much needful to know, tho’ lefs {olemn.

CHar. IX.

Of the Progrefs of Satan in carrying on his
Congueft over Mankind, from the Fall of
Eve 0 the ‘Deluge.

Doubt if the Devil was ask’d the Queftion
plainly, he would confefs, that after he had con-
quer’d Eve by his own wicked Contrivance, and
then by her Affiftance had brought 4dam too (like
a Fool as he was) into the fame Gulph of Milery,
he thought he had done his Work, compafied the
whole Race, that they were now his own, and
that he had put an End to the grand Defign of
their Creation ; namely, of Peopling Heaven with
a new Angelic Race of Souls, who when glori-
fy’d, thould make up the Defeétion of the Hoft
of Hell, that had been expung’d by their Crime;
in a Word, that he had gotten a better Conqueft
than if he had deftroy’d them all.
But in the midft of his Conqueft, he found
a Check put to the Advantages he expelled to
reap from his Victory, by the immediate Promile
of Grace to a Part of the Pofterity of 4dam,
who, notwithftanding the Fall, were tobe purcha-
fed by the Meffiah, and fnatch’d out of his (Sﬂfm}(;s)
Hands,
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Hands, and over whom he could make no final
Conqueft 3 fo that his Power met with a new
Limirtation, and that fuch, as indeed fully difap-
pointed him in the main thing he aim’d ar, (viz.)
preventing the Beatitudes of Mankind, which
were thus fecur’d; (And what if the Numbers of
Mankind were upon this account encreafed in
fuch a manner, that the {eleéted Number fhould,
by Length of Time, amount to juft as many as
the whole Race, had they not fallen, would have
amounted to in all?) Andthus,indeed, the World
may be faid to be upheld and continued for the
Sake of thofe few, fince till their Number can
be compleated, the Creation cannot fall, any more
than, that withoutthem, or but for them it would
not have flood.

But leaving this Speculation, and not having
enquir’d of Satan what he has to fay on that Sub-

-ject, let us go back to the Antediluvian World :
The Devil to be fure, gain’d his Point upon Ewe,
and in her upon all her Race: He drew her into
Sin ; got her turn'd out of Paradife, and the
Man with her: The next Thing was to go to
work with her Pofterity, and particularly with
her two Sons Cain and Abel.

Adam having, notwithftanding his Fall, repent-
ed very fincerely of his Sin; receiv’d the Promife
of Redemption and Pardon, with an humble but
believing Heart 5 Charity bids us fuppefe that
he led a very religious and fober Life ever after;
and efpecially in the firft Part of his Time, That
he brought up his Children very foberly, and gave
them all the neceflary Advantages of a Religious
Educarion,anda good Introduétion into the World,
that he was capable of ; and that Eve likewife
aflifted to both in her Place and Degree.

Their two eldeft Sons Cain and Abel; The one
Heir apparent to the Patriarchal Empire, and the

4 other
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other Heir prefumprive, I fuppofcalfo, lived very
fober and religious Lives; and as the Principles of
natural Religion dictated a Homage and Subjeéti-
on due to the Almighty Maker, as an Acknow-
ledgment of his Mercies, and a Recognition .of
their Obedience ; fo the receiv’d Ufage of Religi-
on diftating at that Time that this Homage was to
be paid by a Sacrifice, they either of them brought
a Free-will-offering to be dedicated to God re-
{pectively for themielves and Families.

How it was, and for what Reafon that God
had refpect to the Offering of Abel, which the
Learn’d fay, was a Lamb of the Firftlings of the
Flock, and did not give any Teftimony of the like
Refpect o Cainand his Offering, which was of the
firft Fruits of the Earth, the Offerings being equal-
ly fuited to the refpetive Employment of the
Men, that is not my prefent Bufine(s; but this
we find made Heart-burnings, and raifed Envy
and Jealoufy in the Mind of Cair ; and at that
Door the Dewil immediately entred; for he, who
from the Beginning, was very diligent in his way,
never {lip’d any Opportunity, or mifs’d any Ad-
vantages that the Circumftances of Mankind of-
fered him to do Mifchief.

W hat Shape or Appearance the Devil took up
to enter into a Converfation with Cain upon the
Subje&, that Authors do not take upon them to
determine ; but ’tis generally fuppofed he perfo-
nated fome of Cain’s Sons or Grandfons to begin
the Difcourfe, who attack’d their Father, or per-
haps Grandfather, upon this Occafion, in the fol-
lowing manner, or to that Purpofe.

D. Sir, I perceive your Majefty (for the firft
Race were certainly all Monarchs as great as
Kings, to their immediate Pofterity) to be greatly
difturb’d of late, your Countenance is chang’d,

your
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your noble Chearfulnefs (the Glories of your Face)

are ftrangely {unk and gone, and you are not the
Man you ufed to be; pleafe your Majefty to com-
municate your Griefs to us your Children, you
may be fute, that if it be poflible, we would pro-
cure you Relief, and reftore your Delights, the
Lofs of which, ifthus you go on to {ubjeét yourfelf
to too much Melancholy, will be very hurtful to
you, and in the End deftroy you.

Cain. It is very kind, my dear Children, to
fhew your Refpect thus to your true Progenitor,
and to offer your Affiftance: I confefs, as you fay,
my Mind is opprefs’d and difpleafed ; but tho’ ’tis
very heavy, yet I know not which way to look
for Relief, for the Diftemper is above our Reach,
no Cure can be found for it on Earth.

D. Do not fay fo, Sir; there can be no Difeafe
fure on Earth but may be cur’d on Earth; if it
be a mental Evil, we have heard that your great
Anceftor, the firft Father of us all, who lives ftill
on the great weftern Plains towards the Sea, is the
Oracle to which all his Children fly for Diretion
in fuch Cafes as are out of the Reach of the or-
dinary underftanding of Mankind; pleafe you to
give leave, we will take a Journey to him,andre-
prefenting your Cafe to him, we will hear his Ad-
vice, and bring it to you with all Speed, for the
Eafe of your Mind.

Cain. 1 know not whether he can reach my
Cafe or no.

D. Doubtlefs he may, and if not, the Labour of
our journey ¢s nothing when plac’d in Competi-
tion with the Eafe of your Mind ; ’tis but a few
Days travel loft, and you will not be the worfe if
we fail of the defired Succefs. “

Cain. The offer is filial, and I accept your af-
fectionate Concern for me, with a juft Senfe of
an oblig’d Parent; go then, and my Blefling be

upon
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upon you; but alas! whydo I blefs? can he blefs
whom God has not blefs’d ! 3

D. O! Sir,-do not fay fo, has not God blefs’d
you? arc you not the fecond Sovereign of the
Earth? and does he not converfe with you Face
to Face ? are not you the Oracle to all your
growing Pofterity, and next after his Sovereign
Imperial Majelty Lord .4dam, Patriarch of the
World? ‘

Cain. But has not God rejefted me, and. refu-
fed to converfe any more with me, while he dai-
ly Favours and Countenances my younger Bro-
ther Abel, as if he refolv’d to fet him up to rule
over me?

D. No, Sir, that cannot be, you cannot be
difturb’d at fuch a thing; is not the Right of So-
vereignty yours by Primogeniture? can God him-
felf take that away, when ’tis once given? are
not you Lord Adam’s eldeft Son? arc you not the
firftborn Glory of the Creation? and does not
the Government defcend to you by the divine
Right of Birth and Blood?

Cain. But what does all that fignify to me,
while God appears to favour and carefs my youn-
ger Brother, and to fhine upon him, while a
black Dejection and token of Difpleafure fur-
rounds me every Day, and he does not appear to
me as he ufed to do?

D. And what need your Majefty be concern’d
at that, if it be {o? if he does not appear pleafed,
you have the whole World to enjoy your felf in,
and all your numerous and rifing Pofterity Adore
and Honour you ; what need thofe remote Things
be any difturbance to you ?

Cain. How! my Children, not the Favour of
God be valued ! yes, yes, in his favour is Life;
what can all the World avail without the Smiles
and Countenance of him that made it?

e D. Doubt;
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D. Doubtlefs, Sir, he that made the World
and plac’d you at the Head of it all, to govern
and direét it, has made it agreeable, and it is able
to give you a full Satisfaétion and Enjoyment, if
you pleafe to confider it well,tho’ you were never

“to converfe with him all the while you live in’t.

Cain. You are quite wrong there, my Children,
quite wrong. His

D. But do you not, great Sir, fee all your
Children as well as us rejoicing in the Plenty of
all Things, and are they not compleatly happy,
and yet they know little of this great Gon? He
feldom converfes among us, we hear of him in-
deed by your fage Advices, and we bring our Of-
ferings to you for him, as you diret, and when
that’s done, we enjoy whatever our Hearts de-
fire; and fo -doubtic(s may you in an abundant
manner, if you pleafe.

Cain. But your Felicity 1s wrong plac’d then,
or you fuppofe that God is pleafed and fatisfied
in that your Offerings are brought to me; but
what would you fay, if you knew that God is
difpleafed ? that he does not accept your Offerings ?
that when I facrific’d to him in behalf of you all,
he rejected my Offerings, tho’ I broughta prince-
ly Gift, being of the fineft of the Wheat, the
choiceft and carlicft Fruits, and the fweeteft of the
Oil, an Offering fuited to the Giver of them all?

. But if you offered them, Sir, how are you
fure they were not accepted ?

Cain. Yes, yes, I am fure; did not my Brother
Abel offer at the fame Time a Lamb of his Flock,
tor he, you know, delights in Cattle, and covers
the Mountains with his Herds? over him, all the
while he wasfacrificing, a bright Emanationfhone
chearing and enlivening ; a Pledge of Favour, and
light ambient Flames play’d hovering in the low-
er Airy as if attending his Sacrifice ; and when rea-

dy
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dy prepar’d, immediately dcfcended and burnt up
the Flefh, a {weet odoriferous Savour afcending to
him, who thus teftified his Acceptance; whereas,
over my Head a black Cloud, mifty, and dittilling
Vapour, hung dripping upon the humble Alrar
I had raifed, and wetting the fineft and choiceit
Things I had prepar’d, {fpoil'd and defac’d them;
the Wood unapt to burn by the Moifture which
fell, {carce receiv’d the Fire I brought to kindle
it, and even then, rather {mother’d and choaked,
than kindled into a Flame; in a Word, it went
quite out, without confuming what was brought
to be offer’d up. :

D. Let not our truly reverenc'd Lord and Father
be difquieted at all this 5 if he acceptsnot whatyou
bring, you are difcharg’d of the Debt, and nced
bring no more; nor have the Trouble of fuch la-
bour’'d Collettions of Rarities any more ; when
he thinks fit to require it again, pou will have
Notice, no Queftion, and then it being call’d
for, will be accepted, or elfe why fhould it be
requir'd ?

Cain. That may indeed be the Cafe, nor do
I think of attempting any more to bring an Offer-
ing, for 1 rather take it, that I am forbidden for
the prefent; burt then, what is it that my younger
Brother Triumphs in ? and how am 1 infulted,
in that he and his Houfe are all Joy and Triumph,
as if they had fome great Advantage over me, in
thatbthcir Offering was accepted when mine was
not :

D. Does he Triumph over your Majefty, our
Lord and Sovereign? give us but your Order,and
we will go and pull him and all his Generation in
pieces 5 for to triumph over you who are his
elder Brother, is a horrid Rebellion and Treafon,
and he ought to be expell’d the Society of Man-

kind.
I3 Cain. 1
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Cain. 1 think {o too, indeed ; however, my dear
Children and faithful Subjeéts, tho’ I accept your
Offer of Duty and Service, yet I will confider
very well, before I take up Arms againft my Bro-
ther ; befides, our Sovereign Father and’ patri-
archal Lord, Adam,being yet alive, itis not inmy
¢ Right ro act offenfively without his Command.

. . We are ready therefore to carry your Pe-
tition to him, and doubt not to obtain his Licence
and Commiflion too, to empower you to do
your felf Juitice upon your younger Brother ;
who being your Vaffal, “or at leaft inferior, as he
1s junior in Birth, infults you upon the fancied
Opinion of having a larger Share in the Divine
Favour, and rccewving a Blefling on his Sacri-
fices, on Pretence of the fame Favour being de-
nicd you.

Cain. 1 am content, go then, and give a juft
Account of the State of our Affairs.

D. We fhall foon return with the agreeable
anfwer; let not our Lord and Father continue
fad and dejected, but depend upon a fpeedy Re-
licf, by the Afliftance of thy numerous Iffue, all
devoted to thy Intereft and F elicity.

Cain. My Blefling be with you in your Way,
and give you a favourable Reception at the vene-
rable Tent of our univerfal Lord and Father.

Note, Here the curfed Race being fully given
up to the Direction of the Evil-Spirit, which
{o carly poflefs’d them, and {welling with Rage
at the innocent Abel and his whole Family, they
sefolved upon forming a moft wicked and detef~
table lie, to bring about the Advice which they
had already given  their Father Caiz a touch of;
and to pretend that Adam being juftly provok’d
at the undutiful Behaviour of .Zbel, had g n
Cais 3 Commiffion to chaftife him, and by

- Force
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Force to cut him off and all his Family, as guilty
of Rebellion and Pride. :

Fil’ld with this mifchievous and bloody Re-
folution, they came back to their Father Caix,
after flaying a few Days, fuch as were f{ufficient
to make Cain believe they had been at the {paci-
ous Plains, where Adam dwelt ;3 the fame which
arc now call’d the blefled Valleys, or the Plains
of Mecca in Arabia Felixy ncar the Banks of the
Red-Sea.

Note here alfo, that Cain having received a
wicked Hint from thefe Men, his Children and
Subjeéls, as before, intimating that #&e/ had bro-
ken the Laws of Primogeniture in his Behavi-
our towards him, (Cain) and that he might be
juftly punifh’d for it; Satan, that cunning Ma-
nager of all our wayward Paffions, fan’d the Fire
of Envy and Jealoufy with his utmoft Skill all
the while his other Agents were abfent ; and by
the Time they came back had blown it up in-
to fuch a Heat of Fury and Rage, that it wanted
nothing but Air to make it burn out, as it {oon
afterwards did in a furious Flame of Wrath and
Revenge, even to Blood and Deftruction.

Juft in the very critical Moment, while Things
ftood thus with Cair, Satan brings in his wicked
Inftruments, as if juft arriv’d with the Return of
his Meflage from Adam,at whofe Court they had
been for Orders; and thus they, that is the De-
vi/ afluming to fpeak by them, approach their
Father with an Air of folemn but chearful Satif
faction at the Succefs of their Embafly.

D.Hail Sovereign, Reverend, Patriarchal L01'd !

we come with Joy to render thee an Account of
the Succefs of our Meflage.

Cain. Have you then feen the venerable Tents
where dwell the Heaven-born, the Angelic Pair,

I4 1]
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to whom all human Reverence highly due, is and
ought always to be humbly paid ?

D. We have.

Cein. Did you, together with my grand Requeft,
a juit, a humble Homage for me pay, to the great
Sire and Mother of Mankind ?

D' We did. \

Cain. Did you in humble Language reprefent
the Griefs and Anguifh which opprels my Soul ?

D. We did, and back their Blefling to thee
bring.

Cain. 1 hope with humbleft Signs of filial
Duty you took it for me on your bending Knees?

D. We did, and had our Share; the Patriarch
lifting his Hands to Heaven exprefs’d his Joy to
fee his {preading Race, and blefs’d us all.

Cain. Did you my folemn Meflage too deliver,
my Injuries impartially lay down, and due Aflift-
ance and Direction crave?

D. We did.

Cain. W hat {poke the Oracle? he’s God to me;
what juft Command d’yebring, what’s tobe done?
am I'tobear the infulting Junior's Rage ? and meek-
ly fuffer what unjuftly he, affronting Primogeni-
ture and Laws of God and Man, impofes by his
Pride unfufferable! Am 1 to be crufh’d, and be
no more the firftborn Son on Earth, hut bow and
kneel to him ?

D. Yorbid it Heaven ! as 4dam too forbids,
who with a juftice God-like and peculiar to in-
jur'd Parents, Abel’s Pride refents, and gives his
high Command to thee to punifh.

Catn. Topunith? fay you,did he ufethe Word,
the very Word? am 1 commiffion’d then to pu-
nith Abel? .

D. Not Abel only, but his rebel Race, as they
alike in Crime alike are join'd in Punithment.

Cain. 'The
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Cain. The Race indeed have thar’d the Merit
with him ; how did they all infult, and with a
Shout of Triumph mock my Sorrow, when they
faw me from my Sacrifice deje¢ted come, as if
~my Difappointment was their Joy?

D. This too the venerable Prince refents, and
to preferve the Race in Bounds of Laws fubordi-
nate and limited to Duty, Commands that this
firft Breach be not pafs’d by, left the Precedent
upon Record ftand to future Times to encourage
like Rebellion.

Cain. And is 1t then my Soverecign Parent’s

Will?
1, Telisi His I VWil sthat ehionl Bis AR Sons Bis
Image, his belov’d, thould be maintain’d inall the
Rights of Sovereignty deriv’d to thee from him;
and not be left expos’d to injury and Power ufurp-
ed, but fhould do thy felf Juftice on the rebel
Race.

Cain. And fo T will; Abel fhall quickly know
what ’tis to trample on his elder Brother ; fhall
know that he’s thus fentenc’d by his Father, and
PI’m commiffion’d but to execute his high Com-
mand, his Sentence, which is God’s, and that he
falls by the Hand of Heavenly Juftice.

So now Satan had done his Work, he had de-
luded the Mother to a Breach againft the firft
and only Command, he had drawn Adam to the
{fame Snare, and now he brings in Cain prompted
by his own Rage, and deluded by his, (Satan’s,)
Craft, to commit Murder, nay a Fratricide,anag-
gravated Murther.

Upon this he fends out Cain, while the bloody
Rage was in its Ferment, and wickedly at the fame
Time bringing Abel, innocent and fearing no ill,
juft in his Way, he fuggetls to his Thoughts fuch
Words as thefe.

Look
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Look you Cain, fee how Divine Juftice con-
curs with your Father’s righteous Sentence, fee
there’s thy Brother Abel directed by Heaven to fall
into thy Hands unarm’d, unguarded, that thou
may’{t do thy felf Juftice upon him without Fear;
{fee thou may’ft kill him, and if thou haft a Mind
to conceal it, no Eyes can fee, or will the World
ever know it, fo that no Refentment or Revenge
upon thee, or thy Pofterity, can be apprehended,
but it may be faid fome wild Beaft had rent him;
nor will any one fuggeft that thou, his Brother,
and Superior, could poflibly be the Perfon.

Cain prepar’d for the Fact, by his former a-
vow’d Rage and Refolution of Revenge, was
fo much the lefs prepar’d to avoid the Snare
thus artfully contriv’d by the Matfter of all Sub-
tilty, the Dewil 5 {o he immediately runs upon his
Brother Abel,and after a little unarm’d Refiftance,
the innocent poor Man expeting no fuch Mif-
chief, was conquer’d and murther’d ; after which,
as is to be fuppofed, the exafperated Crew of
Cain’s outrageous Race, over-run all his Family and
Houthold, killing Man, Woman and Child.

It is objected here that we have no Authority
in Scripture to prove this Part of the Story; but
I anfwer, ’tis not likely but that Alel/, as well as
Cain, being at Man’s Eftate long before this, had
feveral Children by their own Sifters, for they
were the only Men in the World who were al-
low’d the Marrying their own Sifters, there be-
ing no other Women then in the World ; and as
we never read of any of Abel’s Pofterity, ’tis
likewife as probable they were all murtherd, as
that they thould kill 4bel only, whofe Sons might
immediately fall upon Cain for the Blood of their
Father, and fo the World have been involv’d in
a Civil War as foon as there were two Familics

in it.
But
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But be it {o or not, ’tis not doubted the Devil
wrought with Casin in the horrid Murther, or
he had never done it; whether it was direétly or
by Agents is not material, nor is the Latter unlike-
ly; and if the Latter, then there is no Improba-
bility in the Story, for why might not he that made
Ufe of the Serpent to tempt Eve, be as well fuppo-
fed to make a Tool of fome of Cain’s Sons or
Grandfons to prompt him in the wicked Attempt
of murthering his Brother ? and why muft we
be oblig’d to bring in a Miracle or an Apparition
mnto the Story, to make it probable that the Devil
had any Hand in it, when’twas {o natural to a de-
generate Race to aét in fuch a Manner?

However it was, and by whatever Tool the
Devil wrought, "tis certain that this was the Confe-
quence, poor 4bel wasbutcher’d, and thus the Dewil
made a fecond Conqueft in God’s Creation ; for
Adam was now, as may be faid, really Childlefs,
for his two Sons were thus far loft, Abel was kill-
ed, and Cain was curft and driven out from the
Prefence of the Lord, and his Race blafted with
him.

It would be a ufeful enquiry here, and worthy
our giving an Account of, could we come to a
Certainty in it, namely, what was the Mark that
God fet upon Cain, by which he was kept from
being fallen upon by 4bel’s Friends or Relations ?
but as this does not belong to the Devil’s Hiftory,
and it was God’s Mark, not the Dewil’s, I have
nothing todo with it here.

"T'he Devil had now gain’d his Point, the King-
dom of Grace, fo newly erected, had been asit
were extinét without a new Creation, had not
Adam and Eve been alivey and had not Ewve, tho’ now
130 Years of Age, been a breeding young Lady,
for we muft fuppofe the Woman, in that State of
Longevity, bare Children till they were feven gr

cight
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eight hundred Year old : This Teeming of Eve
peopled not the World fo much as it reftored
the blefled Race; for tho’ Abel was kill’'d Cain
had a numerous Offspring prefently, which had
Sethy (Adam’s third Son) never been born, would
foon have replenifh’d the World with People,
fuch as they were; the Seed of a Murtherer,
curfed of God, branded with a Mark of Infamy,
and who afterwards fell all together in the univerfal
Ruine of the Race by the Deluge.

Bat after the Murther of Abel, Adam had ano-
ther Son born, namely, Sezh, the Father of Enos,
and indeed the Father of the holy Race ; for du-
ring his Time and his Son Enos, the Text fays
that Menbegan to call on the Name of the Lord ;
that is to fay, they began to look back upon Cain
and his wicked Race, and being convinc'd of the
Wickednefs they had committed, and led their
whole Pofterity 1nto, they began to fue to Heaven
for Pardon of what was paft, and to lead a new
fort of Life.

But the Dewvil had met with too much Succefs
in his firft Attempts, not to go on with his ge-
neral Refolution of debauching the Minds of Men,
and bringing them off from God ; and therefore
as he kept his Hold upon Cain’s curfed Race, em-
broil’d already in Blood and Murther ; fo he pro-
cceded with his degenerate Offspring, till in a
Word he brought both the holy Seed and the
degengrate Race to joyn in one univerfal Confent
of Crime, and to go on in it with fuch aggra-
vating Circumflances, as that it repented the
Lord that he had made Man, and he refolv’d to
overwhelm them again with a general Deftruc-
tion, and clear the World of them.

The Succeflion of Blood in the royal original
Line of Adam, is preferv’d in the facred Hiftories
and brought down as low as Nuab and his three

' Sons,

-
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Sons, for a continu’d feries of 1450 Years, fay
fome, 1640 {2y others; in which Time Sin fpread
it felf fo generally thro’ the whole Race, and zhe
Sons of God, fo the Scripture calls the Men of
the righteous Seed, the Progeny of Serh, came
in unto the Daughters of Men, thatis, join’d them-
felves to the curs’d Race of Cain, and married
promifcuoufly with them, according to their Fan-
cics, the Women it fecms being beautiful and
tempting ; and tho’ the Devil could not make the
W omen handfome or ugly in one or other Families,
yet ke might work up the Guft of wicked Incli-
nation on either Side, {fo as to make both the
Men and Women tempting and agreeable to one
another, where they ought not to havé been fo;
and perhaps, as it 1s often feen to this Day, the
more tempting for being under legal Reftraint.

It is objected here, that we do not find in the
Scripture that the Men and Women of either
Race were at that Time forbidden intermarrying
with one another; and itistrue, that literally it is
not forbid ; but if we did not fearch rather to
make doubts than to explain them, we might {up-
pofeit was forbidden by fome particular Command
at that Time; feeing we may reafonably allow every
Thing to be forbidden, which they are tax’d with
a Crime in committing ; and as the Sons of God
taking them Wives as they thought fit to choofe,
tho’ from among the Daughters of the curfed
Race, 1s there charg’d upon them as a general
Depravation, and a great Crime ; and for which,
’tis faid, Gob even repented that he had made
them, we need go no farther to fatisfy our felves
that it was certainly forbidden.

Satan no doubt too had a Hand in this Wick-
ednefs ; for as it was his Bufinefs to prompt Men
to do every Thing which God had prohibited, fo
the Reafon given why the Men of thofe Dgys

I i
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did this Thing was, they faw the Daughters of
Men, that is of the wicked Race or forbidden
Sort, were fair, he tempted them by the Luft of
the Eye; 1n a word, the Ladies were beautiful
and agrecable, and the Dewvil knew how to make
ufe of the Allurement; the Men liked and took
them by the meer Direction of their Fancy and
Appetite, without regarding the fupreme Pro-
hibition 5 They took them Wives of all which they
chofe, or fuch as they lik’d to choofe.

But the Text adds, that this promifcuous Ge-
neration went farther than the meer outward
Crime of it, for it thew’d that the Wickedne(s
of the Heart of Man was great before God, and
that he refented it ; In thort,God perceived a Dege-
neracy orDefect of Virtue had feiz'd uponthe whole
Race, that there was a general Corruption of
Manners, a Depravity of Nature upon them,
that even the holy Seed was tainted with it, that
the Devil had broken in upon them, and prevail’d
to a great Degrec; that not only the Practice of
the Age was corrupt, for that God could eafily
have reftrain’d, but that the very Heart of Man
was debauch’dy his Defires wholly vitiated, and
his Senfes engag’d in it ; {o that ina Word, it
became neceflary to thew the divine Difpleature,
not in the ordinary Manner, by Judgment and Re-
proofs of fuch kind as ufually reclaim Men, but
by a general Deflruction to fweep them away,
clear the Earth of them, and put an End to the
Wickednefs at once, removing the Offence and
the Offendersall together ; this s fignify’d at large,
Gen. vi. 5. God faw that the Wickednefs of Man
was great in the Earth, and that every Imagination
of the Thoughts of bis Heart was only evil continu-
ally. And again ¥ 11, 12. The Earth alfo was
corrupt before God 5 and the Earth was filld with
Violence.  And God look’d upon the Earth, and be-

kold
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bold it was corrupt 5 for all Flefb bad corrupted
bis Way upon the Earth.

It muft be confefs’d it was a ftrange Conqueft
the Dewvil had made in the Antediluvian World,
that he had, as I may fay, brought the whole
Race of Mankind into a general Revolt from
God ; Noah was indeed a Preacher of Righte-
oufnefs, and he had preach’d about yoo Years
to as little Purpofe as moft of the good Minifters
ever did; for we do not read there was one Man
converted by him, or at leaft not one of them left,
for that at the Deluge there was either none of
them alive, or none {par’d but Noab and his three
Sons, and their Wives; and even they are ("tis evi-
dent) recorded, not fo much to be fav’d for
their own Goodnefs, but becaufe they were his
Sons; Nay, without Breach of Charity we may
conclude, that at leaft one went to the Devil even
of thofe three, namely, Haw or Cham for triumph-
ing in a brutal Manner over his Father’s Drunk-
ennefs 5 for we find the {fpecial Curfe reach’d to
him and his Pofterity for many Ages; and whether
it went no farther than the prefent State of Life
with them, we cannot tell.

We will fuppofe now that thro’ this whole 1500
Years the Devil having {o cffeCtually debauch’d
Mankind, had advanc’d his infernal Kingdom to
a prodigious Height; for the Text fays, zhe whole
Earth was fill'd with violence ; in a2 Word, Blood,
Murder, Rape, Robbery, Oppreflion and Injuftice
prevail’d every where, and Man, like the wild
Bear in the Foreft, livid by Prey, biting and
devouring one another. ‘

At this Time Noah begins to preach a new
Dottrine to them, for as he had before been a
Preacher of Rightcoufnefs, now he becomes a
Preacher of Vengeance ; firft he tells them they
fhall be all overwhelm’d with a Decluge, that

I for
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that for their Sins God repented they were made,
and that he would deftroy them all, adding, that
to prevent the Ruin of himfelf and Family, he
refolv’d to build him a Ship to have recourfe to
when the Water fhould come over the Reft of
the World.

- What Jefting, what Scorn, what Contempt
did this Work expofe the good old Man to for
above a 100 Years? for fo long the Work was
building, as antient Authorsfay; let usreprefent to
our felves in the moft lively Manner how the
witty World at that Time behav’d to poor old
Noab ; how they took their Evening Walks to fee
what he was doing, and pafied their Judgment
upon it, and upon the Progrefs of it; I fay, to
reprefent this to our felves, we need go no far-
ther than to our own Witici{fms upon Religion,
and upon the moft folemn Myfterics of Divine
- Worfhip; how we damn the Serious for Enthu-
fiafts, think the Grave mad, and the Sober me-
lancholy; call Religion it felf Flatus and Hyp-
po; make the Devout ignorant, the Divine mer-
cerary, and the whole Scheme of Divinity a
Frame of Prieftcraft; and thus no doubt the
building an Ark or Boat, or whatever they call’d
ity to float over the Mountains, and dance over the
Plains,. what could it be burt a religious Frenzy,
and the Man that fo bufied himfelf; a Lunatick ?
and all this in an Age when divine Things came
by immediate Revelation into the Minds of
Men ! the Dewil muft therefore have made a
ftrange Conqueft upon Mankind to obliterate all
the Reverence, which but a little before was fo
ftrangely imprefs’d upon them concerning their
Maker.

This was certainly the Height of the Dewil’s
Kingdom, and we fhall never find him arrive to
fuch a Pitch again; he was then truly and litﬁ:-

rally
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rally the univerfal Monarch, nay the God of
this World; and as all Tyrants do, he governs
them with an arbitrary abfolute ‘Sway; and had
not God thought fit to give him a Writ of
Ejeétment, and afterwards drown him ocut of Pof-
feflion, I know not what would have been the
Cafe, he might have kept his Hold for ought I
know till the Sced of the Woman came to bruife
his Head, that is to fay, cripple his Government,
Dethrone him and Depofe his Power, as has been
fulfill’d in the Meffiah.

But as he was, I fay, drown’d out of the World,
his Kingdom for the prefent was at an End ; dt
leaft, if he had a Dominion he had no Subjeéts,
and as the Creation was in a Manner renewed, fo
the Dewil- had all his Work to do over again:
Unhappy Man! how has he, by his weak Refif-
tance, made the Devil, recovering his Hold too
caly to him, and given him all the Advantages,
except as before excepted, which he had before?
Now whether he retired in the mean Time, and
how he got footing again after Noab and his Fa-
mily were landed upon the New Surface, that we
come next to enquire.

Cuar X

Of the Devil's fecond Kingdem, and how
he got footing in the renew'd World by his
Viétory over Noah and his Race.

THE Story of Noab, his building the Ark, his
embarking himfelf and all Naturc’s Stock
for a new World on board it ; the long Voyage
they took, and the bad Weather they met with,
tho” it would embellith this Work very well, and

K come
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come in very much to the Purpofe in this Place;
yet as it does not belong to the Devil’s Story, for
1 cannot prove what fome fuggeft (viz.) that he
was in the Ark among the Reft, I fay, for that
Reafon I muft omit it.

And now having mention’d Satan’s bemng in
the Ark; as I fay, I cannot prove it, {o there are,
I think, fome good Reafons to believe he was
not there : Firff, | know no Bufinefs he had there;
fecondly, weread of no Mifehiefdonethere, and thefe
joyn’d together make me conclude he was ab-
fent ; thelaft I chiefly infift upon, that we read of no
Mifchief done there, which if he had been in
the Ark, would certainly have happen’d ; and there-
fore I fuppofe rather, that when he faw his
Kingdom diffolv’d, his Subjects all ingulph’d in
an incvitable Ruin and Defolation, a Sight fuitable
enough to him,except as it might unking him for
a Time; 7 /ay, when he faw this, he took care to
fpecd himfclf away as wcll as he could, and make
his Retreat to a Place of Safety, where that was, is
no more difficult to us, than it was to him.

It is fuggefted that as he is Prince ofthe Power
of the Air, heretired only into that Region. Itis
moft rational to fuppofe he went no turther on
many Accounts, of which I thall fpeak byand by :
Here he ftay’d hovering in the Earth’s Atmof-
phere, as he has often done fince, and perhaps
now docs ; or if the Atmofphere of this Globe
wasaffected by the Indraft of theAbforption,as fome
think, then he kept himfelf upon the Watch, to
fee what the Event of the new Phaznomenon would
be, and this Watch, wherever it was, T doubt not,
was as near the Earth as he could place himfelf,
perhaps in the Atmofphere of the Moon, or in
a Word, the next Place of Retrcat he could
find.

I
From
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From hence I took upon me to infift; that Sa-
2an has not a more certain Knowledge of Events
than we; I fay, he has not a more certain Know-
Jedge 5 that he may be able to make ftronger Con*
1c.’§:ures and more rational Conclufions from that
he fees, I will not deny ; and that which he moft
outdoes us in is, that he fees more to conclude
from than we can, but I am fatisfied ‘he knows
nothing of Futurity more than we canfeeby Obfer-
vation and Inference ; nor, for Example, did he
know -whether God would repeople the World
any-more or no.

I muft therefore allow that he only waited to
fce what would be the Event of this ftrange E-
ruption of Water, and what God propoes’d to do
with the Ark, and all that was in it.

Some Philofopherstell us, befides what I hinted
above, that the Dewil could have .no Retreat in
the Earth’s Atmofphere, for that the Air being
wholly condens’d intoWater,and having continual-
ly pour’d down its Streams to deluge the Earth, that
Body was become fo fmall, and had fuffer’d fuch
Convulfions, that there was but juft enough Air
left to furround the Water, or as might ferve by
its Preflure to preferve the natural Pofition of
Things, and {upply the Creatures in the Ark with
aPart to breath in.

The Atmofphere indeed might fuffer fome ftrange
and unnatural Motions at that Time,butnot (I be-
lieve) tothat Degree, however, Twill notaffirm that
there could beroomin it, or isnew for the Devil,
much lefs for all the numberlefs Legions of Sa-
tan’s Hoft; but there was, and now certainly is, fuf-
ficient Space to receive him, and a fufficient Body
of his Troops for the Bufine(s he had for themat
that time, and that’s enough to the Purpofe ; cr
if the Earth’s Atmofpheredid fuffer any particular
Convulfion on that O;:{caﬁon, he -might make his

2 Retreas
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Retreat to the Atmofphere of the Moon, or of
Mars, or of Penusy or of any of the other Pla-
nets 3 orto any other Place, for he that is Prince
of the Air could not want Retreats in fuch a
Cafe, from whence he might watch for the [fiue
of Things ; certainly he did not go far, becaufe
his Bufinefs lay here, and he never goes out of his
Way of doing Mifchief.

In particular, his more than ordinary Concern
was, to fee what would become of the Ark; he
was wife enough doubtlefs to fee, that Gop, who
had direéted its making, nay even the very Struc-
ture of it, would certainly take Care of it, preferve
it upon the Water, and bring it to {fome Place
of Safety or other ; tho’ where it fhould be, the
Devil with all his Cunning could not refolve,
whether on the fame Surface the Waters draw-
ing off, or in any other created or to be created
Place ; and this State of Uncertainty being evi-
-dently his Cafe, and which proves his Ignorance
-of Futurity, it was his Bufinefs, / /sy, to watch
with the utmott vigilance for the Event.

If the Ark was (as Mr. Burnet thinks) guided
by two Angels, they not only held it from foun-
dering or being {wallow’d up in the Water, but
certainly kept the Waters calm about it, efpecially
when the Lord brought a ftrong Wind to blow
over the whole Globe, which by the Way was the
firft, and, I fuppofe, the only univerfal Storm that
ever blew, for to be {ure it blew over the whole
Surface at once ; I fay, if it was thus guided, to be
{urc the Dewil faw 1t and that with Envy and
Regret that he could do it no Injury, for doubt-
lefs had it been in the Devil’s Power, as God had
drown’d the whole Race of Man, except what
was in the Ark, he would have taken care to have
difpatch’d them too, and fo made an End of the
.Creation at once 3 but either he was not empower’d

4 to
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to go to the Ark, or it was fo well guarded by
Angels, that when he came near it he could do
it no harm : So it refted at length, the Waters
abating on the Mountains of Arrarat in Armenia,
or fome where elfec that Way, and where they
fay a Piece of the Keel is remaining to this Day;
of which, however with Dr. I fay, I be-
lieve not one Word.

The Ark being fafe landed, ’tis rcafonable to
believe Noah prepared to go on Shore, as the Sea-
men call it, as foonas the dry Land began to ap-
pear; and here you muft allow me to fuppofe
Satan, tho’ himfelf cloth’d with a Cloud, fo as
not to be feen, came immediately, and pearching
on the Roof; faw all the Heaven-kept Houthold
fately landed, and all the Hoft of living Creatures
difperfing themfelves down the Sides of the Moun-
tain, as the Search of their Food or other proper
Occafions directed them.

This Sight was enough ; Satan was at no Lofs
to conclude from hence that the Defign of God
was to repcople the World by the Way of ordi-
nary Generation, from the Polterity of thefe eight
Perfons, without creating any ncw Specics.

Very well, fays the Dewvi/y, then my Advan-
tage over them, by the Snare [ laid for poor
Eve, is good ftill ; and I amnow juft where I was
after ddam’s Expulfion from the Garden, and
when I had Cain and his Race to go to work
with; for here is the old expung’d Corrupted
Race ftilly as Cain was the Objeét then, fo Noah
is my Man now, and if I do not mafter him
one way or another, I am miftaken in my Mark.
Pardon me for making a Speech for the Devil.

Noah big with a Senfe of his late Condition,
and while the Wonders of the Deluge were freth
in his Mind, {pent his firft Days in the Extafies
of his Soul, giving Thanks,and praifing the Power

K3 that
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that had béen his Protection, in and thro’ the
Flood of Waters, and which had in fo miraculous
a-Mannery fafely landed him on the Surface of the
néwly difcover’d Land; and the Text tells us, as
one of the firft Things he was employ’d in, /e
built ane Altar unto the Lord, and offered Burm-Of-
fetings upon the Altar. Gen. viit. 20.

While Noab was thus employ’d he was fafe,
the Devil himlelf could no where break in upon
him ; and we may {uppofe very reafonably, as he
found the old Father ‘invulnerable, he left him
for fome Years, watching notwithftanding all
poffible Advantages againit his Sons and their
Children 5 for new the Family began to encreafe,
and Nveal's Sons had feveral Children ; whether
himfelf had any more Children after the Flood or
not, that we are notarriv’d to any Certainty about.
- Among his Sons the Devil tound Faphet and
Shem, good, pious, religious, and very devout Per-
fons ; jerving God daily, after the Example of their
good old Father Noab, and he could make no-
thing of them, orof any of their Pofterity 5 but
Ham the fecond, or according to fome, the young-
er Son of Neah, had 2 Son who was nam’d Ca-
naan, a loofe young profligate Fellow, his Edu-
cation was probably but curfory and fuperficial,
his Father Ham not being near fo religious and
ferious 2 Man as his Brothers Shem and Fapbet
were; and as Canaan’s Education was defeétive,
fo he prov'd, as untaught Youth generally do, a
wild, and in fhort a very wicked Fellow, and con-
fcqt;]cntly a fit Tool for the Devil to go to work
with.

Noab, a diligent induftrious Man, being with
all his Family thus planted in the rich fruitful
Plains of Armenia, or wherever you pleafe, let it be
near the Mountains of Caucafus or Arrarat; went
immediately to work, cultivating and improv-

lng
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ing the Soil, encreafing his Cattle and Paftures, fow-
ing Corn, and among other Things planting Trees
for Food, and among the Fruit Trees he planted
Vines, of the Grapes thereof he made no doubt, ag
they ftill inthe fame Country do make, mofk excel-
lent Wine, rich, lufcious, #trong, and pleafant.

I cannot eome into the Notion of our Criticks,
who toexcufe Noab from the guilt of what follow-
ed, or at leaft from the Cenfare, tell us, he knew
not the Strength or the Nature of Wine, but
that gathering the heavy Clufters of the Grapes,
and their own weight cruthing out their balmy
Juices into his Hand, he tafted the tempting Li-
quor, and that the Devi/ aflifting he was charm’d
with the delicious Fragrance, and tafted againand
again, prefling it out mto a Bowl or Difh, that
he might take a larger Quantity 5 till at length the
heady Froth afcended and feizing his Brain, he
became intoxicate and drunk, not in theleaft ima-
gining there was any fuch Strength in the fuice
of that excellent Fruit.

But to make out this Story, which is indeed
very favourable for Noah, but in it felf extremely
ridiculous, you mutft neceflarily fall into fome Ab-
furdities, and beg the Queftion moft egregioufly
in fome particular Cafes, which way of arguing
will by no means fuppofe what is fuggefted ; at
firft you muft fupport there was no fuch Thing
as Wine made before the Deluge, and that no
Body had been ever made drunk with the Juice
of the Grape before Nosk, which, T fay, is beg-
ging the Queftion in the groffeft Manner.

if the Contrary is true, as I fee no Reafon ta
queftion, if, 7 fay, it was true that there was
Wine drank, and that Men were or had been
drunk with it before, they cannot then but fup-
pofe that Noaby, who was a wife, a grear and a
good Man, and @ Preacker of Righteoufnefs, both

K 4 knew
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knew of it, and without doubt had in his preach-
ing againft their: Crimes, preach’d againft this
among the reft, upbraided them with 1t, reprov’d
them for ity and exhorted them againtt it.

Againy ’tis highly probable they had Grapes
growing, and confequently Wines made from
them, in the Antediluvian World, how elfe did
Noal come by the Vines which he planted? For
we arc to fuppofe, he could plant no Trees or
Shrubs, but fuch as he found the Roots of in the
Earth, and which no doubt had been there before
in their higheft Perfection, and had confequent-
ly grown up and brought forth the fame lufci-
ous Fruit before.

Befides, as he found the Roots of the Vines,
fo he underftood what they were, and what Fruic
they bore, or elfe it may be fuppofed allo he
would not have planted them ; for he planted
them for their Fruit, as he did it in the Provifion
he was making for his Subfiftence, and the Sub-
fittence of his Family : and if he did not know
what they were, he would not have fet them, for
he was not planting for Diverfion but for Profit.

Upon the whole it feems plain to me he knew
what he did, as well when he planted the Vines as
when he prefled out the Grapes ; andalfo when he
drank the Juice that he knew it was Wine, was
ftrong and would make him drunk if he took
enough of it : He knew that other Men had been
drunk with fuch Liquor before the Flood, and
that he had reprehended them forit; and there-
fore it was not his Ignorance, but the Dewil took
him at fome Advantage, when his Appetite was
cager, or he thirfty, and the Liquor cooling and
pleafants and in thort, as Eve faid, the Serpent be-
guilded hery and the pID EAT, {0 the Devil beguiled
Noab, and #¢ pIp DRINK ; the Temptation was
too ftrong for Noak, not the Wine; he knew

: ' well
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well enough what he did, but as the Drunkards
fay to this Day, it was fo good he could not for-
bear it, and {o he got drunk before he was aware;
or as our ordinary Speech exprefles it, be was gver-
taken with drink; and Mr. Pool and other Expo-
fitors are partly of the fame Mind.

No fooner was the poor old Man conquer’d, and
the Wine had lighten’d his Head, but it may be
fuppofed he falls off from the Chair or Bench
where he fate, and tumbling backward his Clothes,
which in thofe hot Countries were only loofe
open Robes, like the Vefts which the Armenians
wear to this Day, flying abroad, or the Devil {o
aflifting on purpofc to expofe him, he lay there
in a naked indecent Pofture not fit to be {een.

In this junéture who thould come by but young
Canaan, {ay fome; or as others think, this young
Fellow firfl attack’d him by way of Kindnefs and
pretended Affection ;- prompted his Grandfather
to drink, on Pretence of the Wine being good
for him, and. proper for the Support of his old
Age, and fubtilly fet upon him, drinking alfo with
him, and fo (his Head being too ftrong for the old
Man’s) drank him down, and then, Dezi/ like, tri-
umph’d over him; boafted of his Conquett, in-
fulted the Body as it were dead, uncovered him
on purpofe to expofc him, and leaving him in
that indecent Pofture, went and made Sport with
it to his Father Ham, who in that Part, wicked
like himfclf, did the fame to his Brethren Fapbet
and Shew 5 but they like modeft and good Men,
far from carrying on the wicked Infult on their
Parent, went and cover’d him, as the Scripture
exprefles i, and as may be fuppofed inform’d him
how he had been abus’d, and by whom.

Why elfe thould Noab, when he came to him-
felf, fhew his Refentment fo much againft Canaan
his Grandfon, rather than againft am his Father,

' and
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and who ’tis fuppofed in the Story the guilt chief
ly lay upon? we fee the Curfe is (as it were) laid
wholly upon Canaar the Grandfon, and not 3
Word of the Father is mention’d, Gen. ix. 2§, 26,

7, Curfed be Canaan, @ Servant of Servants fhall
be bey, &c.

That Ham was Guilty, that’s certain from the
Hiftory of Fact, but I cannot but fuppofe his
Grandfon was the Occafion of it ; and in this
Cafe the Devil feems to have made Canaan the
Inftrument or Tool to delude Noah, and draw
Him in to Drunkennefs, as he made the Serpent the
"Tool to beguile Evey, and draw her into Difobe-
dience.

Poffibly Canaan might do it without Defign
at firft, but might be brought in to ridicule
and make a Jeft of the old Patriarch afterward,
as is too frequent f{ince in the Prattice of our
Days; but 1 rather believe he did it really with a
wicked Defign,and on Purpofe to expofe and in-
fule his Reverend old Parent; and this feems maore
likely too, becaufe of the great Bitternels with
swhich Noab refented ity after he came to be in-
form’d of it.

But be that as it will, the Dewi/ certainly made
a great Conqueft here, and as to outward Ap-
pearance no lefs than that which he gain’d be-
fore over Adam; nor did the Devil’s Victory con-
filt barely in his having drawn in the only righte-
ous Man of the whole Antediluvian World, and fo
beginning or initiating the new young Progeny
with a Crime;but here was the great Oracle filenc’d
at once; the Preacher of Righteoufnefs, for fuch
no doubt he would have been to the new World,
as he was to the old, T fay, the Preacher was
turn’d out of Office, or his Mouth ftopt, which
was worle ; nay, ir was a ftopping of his Mouth in
the wortt kind, far worfe than ftopping his Breath,

or
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for had he died, the Office had defcended to his
Sons Shem and Fapbet, but he was dead to the
Office of an Inftruétor, tho’alive as to his Being;
For of what Force could his Preachings be, who
had thus fallen himfelf into the moit thameful
and beaftly Excefs?

Befides fome are’ of the Opinion, tho’ T hope
without Ground, that Neah was not only over-
taken once in his Drink, but that being fallen
into that Sin it became habitual, and he continued
in it a great while, and that it was this which is the
meaning of his bcin%\?ncovcx'cd in his Tent, and
that his Son faw his Nakednefs; that is, he conti+
nually expofed himfelf for a long Time, a hun-
dred Years, fay they, and that his Son Ham, and
his Grandfon Camaan having drawn him into it,
kept him in it, encourag’d and prompted it, and ali
the while Satan ftill prompting them, join’d their
Scoffs and contempt of him, with their wicked En-
deavours to promote the Wickednefs; and both with
as much Succefs as the Devil himfelf could with for.

Then as for his two Sons modeftly and decent-
ly covering their Father, they tell us, that Repre-
fents Shem and Fapbet applying themfelves in an
humble and dutiful Manner to their Father, ta
entreat and befeech him to confider his antient
Glory, his own pious Exhortations to the late
drowned World, and to confider the Offence
which he gaveby his evil Caurfes to God, and the
Scandgl tohis whole Family, and alfo that they arc
brought in efteCtually prevailing upon him ; and
that then Noah curfed the Wickednefs of Ham’s
degencrate Race, in Teftimony of his fincere Re-
pentance after the Fact.

The Story is not fo very unlikely as it is cer-
tain that it is not to be proved, and therefore we
had better take it as we find it (viz.) for one fin-
glc At ; but fuppofe it was fo, ’tis ftill ccrt?in

’ that
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that Noab’s Preaching was fadly interrupted, the
Energy of his Words flatter’d, and the Force of
his Perfuafions enervated and abated, by this fhame-
ful Fall; that he was effetually filenc’d for an
Inftruétor ever aftery and this was as much as the
Devil had Occafion for; and thercfore indeed we
read littie morc of him, except that he lived three
hundred and fifty Years after the Flood; nay, we
do not fo much as read that he had any more
Children, but the contrary, nor indeed could
Noah have any more Children, except by his old
and perhaps {fuper-annuated Wife, who it was
very likely he had had four or five hundred Year,
unlefs you will {uppofe he was allow’d to marry
fome of his own Progeny, Daughters or Gran-
daughters, which we do not fuppofe was allow’d,
no not to Adam himfelf.

This was certainly a Mafter-picce of the Devil’s
Policy, and a fatal Inftance of his unhappy Di-
ligence, (viz.) that the Door of the Ark was no
fooner open, and the Face of the World hardly
dry from the univerial Deftrution of Mankind, but
he was at work among them ; and that not only
to form a general Defetion among the Race,
upon the Foot of the original Taint of Nature,
but like a bold Devif he ftrikes at the very Root,
and flies at the next general Reprefentative of
Mankind, attacks the Head of the Family, that
in his Mifcarriage the Rife and Progrefs of a Re-
formation of the ncw World thould receive an
early Check, and fhould be at once prevented
I fay, like a bold Devil, he ftrikes at the Roor,
and alas / poor unhappy Nvah, he proved too
weak for him, Saran prevail’d in his very firft At-
tempt, and got the Victory over him at once.

Noah thus overcome, and Satan’s Conqueft
carried on to the utmoft of his own Wiihes,
the Devil had little more to do in the VVo,ir_lci

or



“of the DEVIL. 141

for fome 'Ages, than to carry on an univerfal De-
generacy among Mankind, and to finith it
by a like diligent Application, in deluding the
Generality of the Race, and them as thcy came
on gradually into Life; this he found the lefs dif-
ficult, becaufe of the firft Defection which {pread
like a Contagion upon the Earth immediately
after.

The firft Evidence we have of his Succefs in
this mifchievous Defign was in the Building that
great ftupendious Stair-cafe, for fuch it feems it
was intended, call'd Babel, which if the whole
‘World had not been drunk, or otherwife infatua-
ted, they would never have undertaken; even Sa-
tan himfelf could never have prevail’d with them
to undertake fuch a prepofterous Picce of Work,
for it had neither End or Means, Poflibility or
Probability in it.

I muft confefs I am fometimes apt to vindicate
our old Anceftors, in my Thoughts, from the
Charge it felf, as we generally underftand it, name-
ly, that they really defign’d to build a Tower
which fthould reach up to Heaven, or that it
thould fecure them in cafe of another Flood; and
Father Cafanbon is of my Opinion, whether I am
of his or no, is a Queftion by it {elf; his opini-
on is that the Confufion was nothing but a Breach
among the Undertakers and Diretors of the
Work, and that the Building was defign’d chiefly
for a Store-houle for Provifions, in Cafe of a fe-
cond Deluge; as to their Notion of its reaching
up to Heaven, he takes the Expreflion to be alle-
gorical rather than little, and only to mean that it
thould be exceeding high ; perhaps they might
not be Aftronomers cnough to meafure the Dif-
tance of Space between the Earth and Heaven,
as we pretend to do now; but as Nozb was then

alive,
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alive, and as we believe all his three Sons were {o
too, they were able to have inform’d them how
abfurd it wasto {fuppofe either the oneor the other
(viz.) (1.) that they could build up to Heaven, or
«(2.) that they could build firm enough to refift,
or high enough to overtopthe Waters, {uppofing
fuch another Flood fhould happen; I would ra-
ther thinkit was only that they intended to build
a moft glorious and magnificent City, where they
might all inhabit rogether; and that this Tower
was to be built forOrnamentand alfo for Strength,
or as above, and for a Storc-houfe to lay up vaft
Magazines -of Provifions, in Cafe of extraordinary
Floods or other Events, the City being built in a
great Plain, namely, the Plains of Skhimar near the
River Euphrates.

But the Story, as it is recorded, fuits better
with Satan’s Meafurcs at that Time ; and as he
was from the Beginning prompting them to every
Thing that was contrary to the Happinels of
Man, fo the more prepofterous it was,and the more
inconfiftent with.common Senfe, the more to his
Purpofe; and it .thew’d the more what a compleat
Conqueft he had gain’d over the Reafon as well
as the Religion of Mankind at that Time.

Again, 'us-evident in this Cafe, they were not
only acting contrary to the Nature of Things,
but contrary to:the Defign and to the Command
of Heaven ; for God’s Command was that they
thould replenith the Earth, thatis, that they thould
fpread their Habitations over it, and People the
whole Globe ; whereas they were pitching .in one
Place, as if they were not to multiply {ufficient
to take up any more.

But what car’d the Devil for that, or to put
it a lictle handfomer, that was what Sazen aim-
ed at; for it was enough to him, to bring l\fan-i

king
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kind to att juft contrary to what Heaven had di-
rected or commanded them in any thing, and if
poflible in every Thing.

But God himfelf put a ftop to this foolith Piece
of Work, and it was rime indeed to do fo, for
a madder thing the Devil himfelf never propofed
to them ; I fay, God himfelf put a ftop to this
new Undertaking, and difappointed the Devil 5
and how was it done? not in Judgment and An-

er, as perhaps the Devil expefted and hop’d for,

ut as pitying the Simplicity of that dreaming
Creature Man, he confufed their Speech, or as
fome fay, divided and confufed their Councils, fo
that they could not agree with one another, which
would be the fame Thing as not to underftand
one another; or he put a2 new Shibboleth upon
their Tongues , thereby {eparating them into
Tribes or Families, forby thisevery Family found
themfelves under a Neceflity of keeping together,
and this naturally encreafed that Differing jargons
of Language, for at firft it might be no morc

What a Confufion this was to them we all
know, by their being oblig’d to leave off their
building, and immediately {feparating one from an-
other ; but what a Surprize it was to the old
Serpent, that remains to be confidered of, for in-
deed it belongs to his Hiftory.

Satan had never met with any Difappointment
in all his wicked Attempts till now ; for firft, he
fucceeded even to triumph upon Eve, he did the
like upon Cain, and in fhort upon the whole
‘World, one Man (Noah) excepred; when he blend-
ed the Sons of God, and the Daughters of Hell,
for fo the Word is underftood, together, in pro-
mifcuous voluptuous Living as well as Genera-
tion.

As to the Deluge, Authors are not agreed whe-
ther it was a Difappointment to the Devil or no,

it
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it might be indeed a Surprize to him, for the’
Noab had preach’d of it for a hundred Year toge-
ther, yet as he (Sazan) daily prompted the People
not to heed or believe what that old Fellow Noab
faid to them, and to ridicule his whimfical Build-
ing a monitrous Tub to {wim or float in, when
the faid Deluge fhould come; fo I'am of the Opi-
nion he did not belicve it himfelf, and am pofitive
he could not forefee it, by any infight into Futu-
rity that he was Malfter of.

"Tis true the Aftronomers tell us, there was a
very terrible Comet feen in the Air, that it ap-
peared for 180 Days before the Flood continual-
ly; and that as it approach’d nearer and nearer
every Day all the while, fo that at laft it burft
and tell down in a continual Spout or Stream of
Water, being of a watry Subftance, and the
Quantity fo great, thatit was forty Days a falling 3
fo that this Comet not only foretold The Deluge
or drowning of the Earth, but actually perform’d
it, and drown’d it from it felf.

But to leave this Tale to them that told i,
let us confider the Devil, furpris'd, and a little
amaz’d at the Abforption or Inundation, or what-
ever we arc to call ity of the Earth in the Deluge,
not, I fay, that he was much concernd at it, per-
haps juft the Contrary 5 and if God would drown
it again, and as often as he thought fit, I do not
fec by any thing I meet with in Satan’s Hiftory,
or in the Nature of him, that he would be at all
difturb’d at it all that I can fec in it, that could
give Satanany Concern, would be that all his Fa-
vourites were gone, and he had his Work to do over
again, to lay a Foundation for a new Conqueft in
the Generation that was to come; But in this his
Profpect was fair enough, for why fhould he be
difcouraged, when he had now eight People to
work upon, who met with fuch Succefs whcnhh?1
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had but two ? and why thould he queftion break-
ing in now where Nature was already vitiated
and corrupted, when he had before conquer’d the
fame Nature, when in its primitive Rectitude and
Purity, juft come out of the Hands of its Maker,
and forufy’d with the Awe of his high and fo-
lemn Command juft given them, and the threat-
ning of Death alfo annext to it, if broken?

~ But I go back to the Affair of Babel: This
Confufion of Language or of Councils, take it
which way you will, as the firft Difappoint-
ment that I find the Devil met with, in all his At-
tempts and Practices upon Mankind, or upon
the new Creature, which T mentioned above ; for
now he forefaw what would follow ; namely, that
the People would feparate and fpread themfelves
over the whole Surface of the Earth, and a
thoufand new Scenes of Actions would appear, in
which he therefore prepares himfelf to behave
as he fthould fee Occafion.

How the Devil learn’d to {peak all the Lan-
iuagcs that were now to be ufed, and how many

anguages they were, the feveral ancient Wri-
ters of the Devil’s Story have not yet determin-
ed ; fome tell us they were divided only into fif-
teen, fome into {eventy two, others into one hun-
dred and eighty, and others again into feveral
Thoufands.

It alfo remains a doubt with me, and, T {fuppofe,
will be fo with others alfo, whether Satan has yet
found out a2 Method to converfe with Mankind,
without the Help of Language and Words, or
not : feeing Man has no other Medium of Con-
verfing, no not with himfelf: This I have not
time to enter upon here; however, this feems
plain to me (wiz.) that the Devil {foon learn’d to
make Mankind underftand himy,; whatever Lan-
guage he {poke, and no doubt but he found

Ways
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Ways and Means to underftand them, whatever
Language they fpoke.

Atter the Confufion of Languages, the People
neceflarily forted themfelves mnto Families and
Tribes, every Family underftanding their own
particular Speech, and that only ; and thefe Fa-
milies multiplying grew into Nations, and thofe
Nations wanting Room, and fecking out Habi-
tations wandred fome this YWay, {ome that, till
they found out Countries refpectively proper for
therr fertling, and there they became a Kingdom,
fpreading and pofefling ftill more and more Land
as their People encreated, till at laft the whole
Earth was {carce big enough for them : This pre-
{fented Sazan with an Opportunity to break in
upon their Morals at another Door, (viz.) their
Pride ; for Men being naturally Proud and Envi-
ous, Nations and Trribes began to joftle with one
another for Room ; cither one Nation enjoy’d
better Accommodations, or had a better Soil or a
more favourable Climate than another ; and thefe
being numerous and ftrong thruft the other out,
and encroach’d upon their Land ; the other liking
their Situation, prepare for their Defence, and
fo began Oppreflion, Invafion, War, Battle and
Blood, Satan all the while beating the Drums,
and his Attendants clapping their Hands, as Men
do when they fet Dogs on upon one another.

The bringing Mankind thus to #7ar and Con-
fufiony as it was the firlt Game the Devil play’d
after the confounding of Ianguagesand Divifions
at Babel, {o it was a Conqueft upon Mankind,
purcly devilith, born from Hell, and fo exaltly
tinctured with Satan’s original Sin 4mbition, that
it really transform’d Men into meer Devils; for
when is Man transform’d into the very Image of
Satan himfelf, when is he turn’d into a meer
Devil, if it is not when he is fighting with his

fellow
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fellow Creatures and dipping his Hands in the
Blood of his own Kind ? Ler his Pifture be
confider’d, the Fire of Hell flames or {parkles
in his Eyes, a voracious Grin {its upon his Coun-
tenance ; Rage and Fury diftort the Mufcles of
his Face ; his Paflions agitate his whole Bedy, and
he is metamorphos’d from a comcly Beauteous
angelic Creatureintoa Fary, a Satyr,a terrible and
frightful Monfter, nay, into a Devil ; for Sazan
himfelf is defcrib’d by the fame Word which on
his very Account is chang’d into a Subftantive,
and the Devils are call’d Furies.

This fowing the Seeds of Strife in the World,
and bringing Nations to fight and make War
upon one another, would take up a great Part of
the Devil’s Hiftory, and abundance of extraor-
dinary Things would occur in relating the par-
ticulars ; for there have been very great Conflagra-
tions kindled in the World, by the Artifice of
Hell, under this Head, (viz.) of making War; in
which it has been the Devil’s Mafter-piece, and
he has indeed thewn himfelf a Workman in it,
that he has wheedled Mankind into {lrange un-
natural Notions of things, in order to propagate
and {upport the fighting Principle in the World ;
fuch as Laws ot War, fair Fighting, behaving
like Men of Honour, fighting at the laft Drop,
and the like, by which killing and murdering is
underftood to be juftifiable. Virtue and a urue
Greatnels in Spirit is rated now by Rules which
God never appointed, and the Standard of Ho-
nour is quite different from that of Reafon and of
Nature : Bravery is denominated not from a fear-
lefs undaunted Spirit in the juft Defence of Life
and Liberty, but from a daring Defiance of God
and Man, fighting, iling and treading under
Foot his fellow Creatures, at the ordinary Com-
mand of the Officer, whetherit berightor Wro“f—’a

2 an
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and whether it be in a juft Defence of Life, and
our Country’s Life, that is Liberty, or whether
it be for the Support of Injury and Oppreflion.

A prudent avoiding caufelefs Quarrels is cail’d
Cowardice, and to take an affront Bafenefs, and
Meanncfs of Spirit ; to refufe fighting, and putting
Life at a Caft on the Point of a Sword, a Prattice
forbid by the Laws of God and of all good
Government, is yet call’'d Cowardice ; and a Man
is bound to die duelling, or live and be laugh’d at.

This trumping up thefe imaginary Things call’d
Bravery and Gallantry, naming them Virtue and
Honour, is all from the D¢wil’s new Management,
and his {ubtil influencing the Minds of Men to
fly in the Face of God and Nature, and to act
againft his Senfes ; nor but for his Artifice in the
Management, could it be poflible that fuch In-
confiftencies could go down with Mankind, or
they could pafs fuch abfurd Things among them
for rcafoning ; for Example, A 1s found in Bed
with B’s Wife, B is the Perfoninjur’d, and there-
fore offended, and coming into the Chamber with
his Sword in his Hand, A exclaims loudly, /#7hy
Siry you wow't murder mey, will you? as you are a
Man of Honour let me vife and take my Sword.

A very good Story indeed ! fit for no body but
the Devil to put into any Man’s Head; But fo
it is, B being put in mind, forfooth, that he is
a Man of Hononr, ftarts back and muft ack the
honourable Part; fo helets A get up, put on his
Clothes and take his Sword ; then they fight,
and B is kill’d for his Honour ; whercas had the
Laws of God, of Nature and of Reafon taken
Place, the Adulterer and the Adulterefs thould
have been taken Prifoners and carried before the
Judge, and being taken in the Fact, fhould have
been immediately fentenc’d, he to the Block and
the to the Stake, and the innocent abus’d Hus-

4 band
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band had no Reafon to have run any Rifque of
his Life for being made a Cuckold.

But thus has Sazarabus’d the Reafon of Man 5 and
if a Mandoes me the greateft Injury in the World,
I muft do my felf Juftice upon him, by venturing
my life upon an even Lay with him, and muft fight
him upon equal Hazard, in which the injurd
Perfon is as otten kill’d as the Perfon offering the
Injury : Suppofe now it be in the fame Cale as
abovey, a Man abufes my Wife, and then to give
me Satisfattion, tells me, he will fight me, which
the French calldoing me Keafon y No Siry fay 1, let
me lie with your Wife too, and then if you defive ity L may
fight you 5 then I am uponeven Terms with yor ; but
this indeed is the Reafoning which the L¢vil has
brought Mankind too at this Day : But to go
back to the Subject, viz. the Devil bringing the
Nations to fall out, and to quarre] for Room in
the World, and fo to fight in order to difpoflefs
one another of their Settlements : This began at
a Time when certainly there were Places enough
mm the World for every one to choofe in, and
therefore the Dewvi/y not the want of Elbow-
room, muit be the Occafionof it; and ’tis carried
on ever fince, as apparently from the fame Intereft,
and by the fame original. :

But we thall meet with this Part again very often
in the Dewil’s Story, and as we bring hir farther on
inthe Management of Mankind ; I therefore lay it
by for the Prefent, and come to the next Steps the
Devil took with Mankind after the Confufion of
Languages, and this was inthe Affair of Worfhip;
It does not appear yee that ever the Devil was {o
bold, as either,

1. To fet himfelf up to be worthip’d as a God,
or which was ftill worfe,

2. To perfuade Man to believe there was no
God at al} to worfhip.

L3 Both
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Both thefe are introduc’d fince the Deluge, one
indecd by the Dewil, who foon found Means to
fet himfeif up for a God in many Parts of the
World, and holds it to this Day; but the /a# is
brought in by the Invention of Man, in which
it muft be confefs’d Man has out-fin’d the Devil;
for to do Satan juftice, hc never thought it could
ever pafs upon Mankind, or that any Thing fo
grofs would go down with them ; {o that, iz _fhort,
thefe modern Cafuifts, in the Reach of our Days,
bave, { fay, out-fin’d the Devil.

As then both thefe are modern Inventions, Sa-
tan went on gradually, and being to work upon
human Nature by Stiatagem, not by Force, it
would have been too grofs to have fet himfelf up
as an Objeét of Worthip at firfl, it was to be
done Step by Step; for Exampie.

1. It was fufficient to bring Mankind to a
Negleét of God, to worfhip him by halves,
and give little or no Regard to his Laws,
and {o grow loofe and immoral, indireét Con-
tradiction to his Commands; this would not
go down with them at firft, fo the Devil
went on gradually.

2. From a Negligencé*in worfhiping the true
Gop, he by Degrees introduc’d the worthip
of falle Gops; and to introduce this he be-
gan with the Sun, Aoon, and S1ars, call’d
m the holy Text the Hoft of Heaven ; thefe
had greater Majefty upon them, and fcem’d
fitter to comnmand the Homage of Mankind ;
fo it was not the hardeft Thing in the World,
to bring Men, when they had once forgot-
ten the true God, to embrace the Worfhip
of fuch Gods as thofe.

3. Having thus debauch’d their Principles in
Worthip, and led them from the true and

* only
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only Object of Worhip to a falfe, it was the
eafier to carry them on; fo in a few Grada-
tions more he brought them to downright
Idolatry, and even in that Idolatry he proceed-
ed gradually too ; for he began with awful
Names, fuch as were venerable in the
Thoughts of Men, as Baar or BELL, which,
in Chaldaick and Hebrew, fignifies Lord or
Sovereign, or Mighty and Magnificent, and
this was therefore a Name afcrib’d at firlt
to the true God; but afterwards they de-
{cended to make Images and Figures to re-
prefent him, and then they were call’d by
the fame Name, as Baaly Baalim, and after-
wards Bel/; trom which, by a hellith Dege-
neracy, Saturn brought Mankind to adore
every Block of their own hewing, and to
worthipping Stocks, Stones, Monfters, Hob-
goblins, and every fordid frightful Thing,
and at laft the Dewil himfelf.

W hat Notions fome People may entertain of the
Forwardnefs of the firft Ages of the World, to run
into Idolatry, I do not enquirehere; 1 know they
tell us ftrange Things, of its being the Produét of
meer Nature, one remove from its primitive State ;
but I, who pretend to have fo critically enquir'd
into Satan’s Hiftory, can aflure you, and that
from very good Authority, that the Dewvil did
not find it {o eafy 2 tafk to oblitcrate the Know-
ledge of the true God, in the Minds and Con-
{ciences of Men, as thofe People fuggett.

It is true he carried Things a great Length un-
der the Patriarchal Government of the firft Ages,
but ftill he was fixteen hundred Years bringing
it to pafs ; and tho’ we have Reafon to belicve
the old World, before the Flood was arrived to
a very great HcightLof' ‘Wickednefs, and Ovid

4 very
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very nobly defcribes it by the War of the Zitans
aganft Faupiter, yet we do not read that ever Sa-
tan was come to fuch a Length as to bring them
to Idolatry 5 indeed we do read of Wars car-
ricd on among them, whether it was one Nati-
on againft another, or only Perfonal, we cannot
tell 5 Butthe World feem’d to be fwallow’d up in
a Life of Wickednefs, that is to fay, of Luxury
and Lewdnefs, Rapine and Violence, and there
were Giants among them, and Men of Renown,
that is to fay, Men fam’d for their mighty Va-
lour, great Aétions of War wec may f{uppofe,
and their Strength, who perfonally oppofs’d
others. We read ofno confiderable Wars indeed,
but ’tis not to be doubted but there was fuch Wars,
or clfe it is to be underftood that they liv'd (in
common) a Life fomewhat like the Brutes, the
Strong devouring the Weak; for the Text fays,
the whole Larth was filled with Violence, hunting
and tearing onc another in Pieces, either for Do-
minion or for Wealth, cither for Ambition or for
Avarice, we know not well which.

Thus far the old Antediluvian World went,
and very wicked they were, there is no doubt ot
that ; but we have Reafon to believe that was na
Tdolatry, the Devil had notbrought them to that
Length vet : perhaps it would {foon have follow’d,
but the Deluge interven’d.

After the Deluge, as I have [aid, he had all
his Work to do over again, and he went on by
the fame Steps ; firf he brought them to Violence
and War, thento Oppreflion and Tyranny, then
to negle€t of true Worthip, then to falfe worthip,
and then Idolatry by the meer natural Confe-
guence of the Thing ; who were the firft Na-
tion or People that fell from the Worthip of the
true God, isfomething hard to determine ; the De-
ily who certainly of all God’s Creatures is beft ablg

tq
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to inform us, having left us nothing uponRecord
upon that Subjet, but we have Reafon to be-
lieve it was thus introduc’d.

Nimred was the Grandfon of Ham, Noab’s
fecond Son, the fame who was curled by his Fa-
ther for expofing him in his Drunkennefs: This
Nimrod was the firft who it feems Satan pick’d
out for a Hero: Here he infpir'd him with am-
bitious Thoughts, dreams of Empire, and hav-
ing the Government of all the Reft, 7hat is 20
/fay, univerfal Monarchy; the very{ame Bait with
which he has plaid upon the Frailty of Princes,
and enfnar’d the greateft of them ever fince, even
from his moft Auguft Imperial Majefty King Nim-
rod the firft, to his moft Chriftian Majefty Loais
the XIV. and manya mighty Monarch between.

When thefe mighty Monarchs and Men of
Fame went off the Stage, the World had their
Memories in efteem many Ages after 53 and as
their great Actions were no otherwife recorded
than by oral Tradition, and the Tonguesand Me-
mories of fallible Men, Time and the Cuftom of
magnifying the paft Actions of Kings, Men
{foon fabl'd up their Hiftories, Satan affifiing, into
Miracle and Wonder: Hence their Names were
had in Veneration more and more ; Statuesand Bu-
ftoes reprefenting their Perfons and great Actions
were fet up in public Places, till from Heroes and
Champions they made Gods of them, and thus
(Satan prompting) the World was quickly fill’d
with Idols. -

This Nimrod is he, who according to the re-
ceived Opinion, tho’ I do not find Satan’s Hiftory
exaltly concurring with ir, was firft call'd Belus,
then Baal, and worfhip’d in moft of the eaftern
Countries under thofe Names ; fometimes with
Additions of Sir-names, according to the feveral
Countries, or People, or Towns where he was

' partlcu,-:



154 The HISTORY

particularly fet up, as Baal Peor, Baal Zephons
Baal Phegory and in other Places plain Baaly as
Fupiter in after Times had the like Additions; as
Fupiter dmmon, Fupiter Capitolinus, Fupiter Pif-
tory Jupiter Feretriusy and about ten or tweclve
Fupiters more.

1alt acknowledge, that T think it was a Maf-
ter-picce of Hell to bring the World to Idola-
try fo foon after they had had fuch an eminent
Example of the infinite Power of the true God,
as was feen in the Deluge, and particularly inthe
Efcape of Noab in the Ark, to bring them (even
before Noabh or his Sons were dead) to forget
whofe Hand it was, and give the Homage of the
World to a Name, and that a Name of a mortal
Man dead and rotten, who was famous for no-
thing when he was alive but Bloodand War; 1
fay, to bring the World to fct up this Nothing,
this meer Name, nay the very Image and Picture
of him for @ God, it was firfl a Mark of moit
prodigious Stupidity in the whole Race of Men,
a monftrous Degeneracy from Nature, and even
from common Senfe; and inthe next Place ’twas
a token of an inexpreffible Craft and Subtilty in
the Devily, who had now gotten the People into
{o full and compleat a Management, that in thort,
he could have brought them, by the fame Rule, to
have worfhip’d any thing ; andinalittle while more,
did bring many of them to worthip himfelf, plain
Dewil as be was, and knowing him to be fuch.

As to the Antiquity of this horrible Defection
of Mankind, tho’ we do not find the beginning
of it particularly recorded, yet we are certain it
was not long after the Confufion of Babel ; for
Nimrod, as 1s faid, was no more than Noah’s great
Grandfon and Noab himfelf, 1 fuppofe, might be
alive fome Years after Nimrod was born; and as
Nimrod was not long dead, before they forgot that

he
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he was a Tyrant and a Murtherer, and madea
Baal, that is a Lord or Idol of him, I fay, he
was not long dead, for Nimrod was born mn the
Year of the World 1847, and built Babylon the
Year 18793 and we find Zerab the Father of 4-
brabam, who liv’d from the Year 1879 wasan Ido-
later, as was doubtlels Bethuel, who was Terab’s
Grandfon; for we find Laban, who was Bethuel’s
Son, was fo, and all this was during the Life of
the firft Poft-Diluvian Family, for Zerabwasborn
within one hundred ninety three Years after the
Ilood, and one hundred fifty feven Years before
Noabh was dead 5 and even Abram himfelf was
cight and fifty Years old before Noah died, and
yet Idolatry had been then, in all probability,
above an hundred Years practifed in the World.

N. B. It is worth Remark here, what a ter-
rible Advantage the Devil gain’d by the de-
bauching poor Noah, and drawing him into
the Sin of Drunkennefs; for by this, as I
faid, he filenc’d and ftop’d the Mouth of
the great Preacher of Righteoufnefs, that
Father and Patriarch of the whole World,
who not being able for the Shame of his
own foul Mifcarriage, to pretend to inftruct
or reprove the World any more, the Devil
took hold of them immediately, and for
want of a Prophet to warn and admonifh,
ran that little of Religion which there might
be left in Shem and Faphet, quite out of the
World, and delug’d them all in IpoLATRY.

How long the whole World may be faid to be
thus overwhelm’d in Ignorance and Idolatry, we
may make fome tolerable guefs at by the Hiftory
of Abrabam; for it was not till God call’d him
from his Father's Houfe, that any {fuch Thing as a

Church
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Church was eftablifh’d in the World; nor even
then, except in his own Family and Succeflors for
almoft four hundred Years after that Call; and
till God brought the Ifraelites back out of Egypt,
the whole World may be faid to be involv’d in
Idolatry and Dewil worfhip.

So abfolute a Conqueft had the Devi/ made
over Mankind immediately after the Flood, and
all taking its Rife and Beginning at the fatal De-
feat of Noah, who had he liv’d untainted and in-
vulnerable, as he had done for fix hundred Years
before, would have gone a great way to have
ftem’d the Torrent of Wickednefs which broke
in upon Mankind; and therefore the Devil, I fay,
was very cunning and very much in the Right
of it, take him as he is a meer Devil, to attack
Noab perfonally, and give him a Blow {o foon.

It istrue, the Devil did not immediately raze out
the Notion of Religion and of a Gop from
the Minds of Men, nor could he eafily fupprefs
the Principle of Worfhip and Homage to be paid
to a Sovercign Being, the Author of Nature and
Guide of the World; the Devil faw this clearly
in the firft Ages of the new World, and there-
fore, as I have faid, he proceeded politically and
by Degrees: That it was {o, is evident from the
Story of 706 and his three Friends, who, if we
may take it for a Hiftory, not a Fable, and may
judge of the Time of it by the Length of Fob’s
Life, and by the Family of Lliphaz the Temanite,
who it is manifeft was at leaft Grandfon or Great
Grandfon to Efax Ifaac’s eldeft Son, and by the
Language of Abimilech King of Gerar to Abra-
bam, and of Laban to Tfacob, both the Latter
being at the fame Time Idolaters; I fay, if we
may judge of it by all thefe, there were ftill very
found Notions of Religion in the Minds of Men;
nor could Satan with all his Cunning and Policy

deface



of the DEVIL. 157

deface thofe Zdeas, and root them out of the
Minds of the People.

And this put him upon taking new Meafures
to keep up his Intereft and preferve the Hold
he got upon Mankind ; and his Method was
like himfelf, fubtle and politick to the latt De-
gree, as his whole Hiftory makes appear; for fee-
ing he found they could not but believe the Being
of a God, and that they would needs worfhip fome-
thing, it is evident, he had no Game left him to
play but this, namely, to fet up wrong Notions
of Worthip, and bring them toa falfc Worthip in-
ftead of a True, fuppofing the Object worthip’d
to be {till the fame.

To finith this Stratagem, he firft infinuates that
the true God was a terrible, a dreadful, unap-
proachable Being ; that to fee him was fo fright-
tul, that it would be prefent Death ; that to wor-
thip him immediately, was a Prefumption which
would provoke his Wrath; and that as he was a
confuming Fire inhimfclf, fo he would burn up thofe
in his Anger that dar’d to offer up any Sacrifice to
him, but by the Interpofition of fome Medium
which might receivetheir Adorations in his Name.

Hence it occurd prefently, that {ubordinate
Gods were to be found out and fet up, to whom
the People might pay the Homage due to the
fupreme God, and who they might worthip in
his Name ; this I take from the moftancient Ac-
count of Idolatry in the World ; nor indeed could
the Devil himfelf find out any other Reafon why
Men thould Cannonife or rather Deify their Princes
and Men of Fame, and worthip them after they
were dead, as if they could fave them from Death
and Calamity, who were not able to fave them-
felves when they were alive 5 niuch lefs could
Satan bring Men to {wallow fo grofs, fo abfurd a
Thing as the bowing the Knee to a Stock or 2

Stong,
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Stone, a Calf, an Ox, a Lion, nay the Image or
Figure of a Calf, fuch as the /fraclites made at
Mount Sinai, and {ay, Thefe be thy Godsy, O Ifrael,
awho brought thee vut of the Land of Fgypt.

Having thus, I fay, brought them to fatisfy
themfelves that they worfhip’d the true God and no
other, under the Figures and Appearances which
they made to reprefent him, it was eafy after that
to worfhip any thing for the true God; and thus
in a few Ages they worthip’d nothing but Idols,
even throughout the whole World; nor has the
Devil loft this hold in fome Parts of the World,
nay not in moft Parts of the World to this Day;
He holds ftill all the Eaftern Parts of 4/iz, and the
Southern Parts of Africa, and the Northern Parts
of Europe, and in them the vaft Countries of China
and Tartary, Perfia and India, Guinea, Ethiopia,
Zanquebar, Congo, Angolay Monomotapa, &c. in
all which, except Ethiopis, we find no Veftiges of
any other worthip but that of Idols, Monfters,
and even the Devi/ himfelf; till after the very
coming of our Saviour, and even then, if it be
true that the Golpel was preach’d in the Indies
and China by St. Themas, and in other remote
Countries by other of the Apoftles; we fee that
whatever Ground Sazan loft, he feems to have
recovered it again; and all 4fz and Africa is
at prefent overrun with Paganifm or Mahome-
tanifm, which I think of the two is rather the
worft; Befides all America, a Part of the World, as
fome fay, equalin Bignefs to all the other, in which
the Devil’s Kingdom was never interrupted from
its firft being inhabited, whencver it was, to the
firlt Difcovery of it by the Exropean Nations in
the fixteenth Century.

In a Word, the Devil got what we may call
an entirc Victory over Mankind, and drove the
Worfhip of the true God, in a Manner quite

out
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out of the World, forcing, as it were, his Maker
in a new kind of Creation, the old one proving
thus ineffetual to recover a certain Number by
Force and meer Omnipotence to return to their
Duty, ferve him and worfhip him; But of that
bereafter.

Cuar. XL

Of God's calling a Church ont of the midft
of a degenerate World, and of Sataw's new
Meafures upon that Incident : How be
attackd them immediately, and his Suc-
cefs in thofe Attacks.

Sdmn having, as I have faid in the preceding
Chapter, made, as it were, a full Conqueft ot
Mankind, dcbauch’d them all to Idolatry, and
brought them at leaft to worfhiping the true God
by the wretched Medium of corrupt and idola-
trous Reprefentations ; God feem’d to have no
true Servants or Worfhippers left in the World,
but if I may be allow’d to {peak fo, was oblig’d, in
order to reftore the World to their Senfes again,
to call a fele€t Number out from among the reft,
who he himfelfundertook thould own his Godhead
or {upreme Authority, and worfhip him as he
requir'd to be worfhip’d; this, 7 /sy, God was
oblig’d to do, becaufe ’tis evident it has not been
done fo much by the Choice and Council of Men,
for Satan would have over-ruld that Part, as by
the Power and Energy of fome irrefiftible and
invincible Operation, and this our Divines give
high Names to; but beit what they will, itis the
fecond Defeat or Difappointment that the Devil

4 has
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he met with in his Progrefs in the World; the
firft 1 have fpoken of already.

It is true, Satan very well underftood what
was threatn’d to him in the original Promifc to
the Woman, immediately after the I'all, namcly,
2hou fhalt bruife bis Head, &c. but he did not ex-
pe&t it {o fuddenly, but thought himfelf fure of
Mankind, till the Fullnefs of Time when the
Mefhah fhould come; and thereforeit was a great
Surprize to him, to fee that Abrabam being call’d
was fo immediately receiv’d and cttablith’d, tho’
he did not fo immediately follow the Voice that
direCted him, yet in him, in his Loins was ail
God’s Church at that time contain’d.

In the calling Abrabam, it is eafy to {ee that
there was no other way for God to form a
Church, that is to fay, to fingle out a People to
himfelfy as the World was then ftated, but by
immediate Revelation and a Voice from Heaven:
All Mankind were gone over to the Enemy, over-
whelm’d in Idolatry, in 2 Word, were engag’d
to the Devil; God Almighty, or as the Scrip-
ture diftinguithes him, be Lord, the truc Gop, was
out of the Queftion ; Mankind knew little or
nothing of him, much lefs did they know any
thing of his Worthip, or that there was fuch a
Being in the World.

Well might it be faid the Lord appeared to
Abrabam, Gen. xii. 7. for if God had not ap-
pear’d himfelf, he muft have fent a Meflenger
trom Heaven, and perbaps it was [o too, for he had
not one true Servant or Worthiper that we
know of then on Earth, to fend on that Errand;
no Prophet, no Preacher of Righteoufnefs, Noah
was dead, and had been o above feventeen Year;
and if he had not, his preaching, as I obferved
after his great Mifcarriage, had but little Effect;
we arc indeed told, that Nozbh left behind him

certain
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certain Rules and Orders for the true Worthip

of Gop, which were cail’d the Precepts of Noah,

and remain’d in the World for a long Time; tho'

how written, when neither any Letters, much

lefs Writing were known in the World, is a

Difficulty which Remains to be f{olv’d; and this

makes me look upon thofe Laws call’d the Pre- -
cepts of Noab to beamodern Invention, as1 do alfo

the Aiphabetum Noachi, which Bechars pretends

to give an Account of.

But to leave that Fi&tion, and come back to
Abrabam; God call'd him, whether at firit byVoice
without any Vifion, whetherin a Dream or Night
Vifion, which was very Significant in thofe Days,
or whcther by fome awful Appearance, we
know not; the fecond Time, ’tis indeed {aid ex-
prefsly Gob appeared to him; Be it which W ay
it will, Gop himfelf call’'d him, fhew’d him the
Land of Canaan, gave him the Promife of it for
his Pofterity, and withal gave him fuch a Faith,
that the Devil foon found there was no room for
him to meddle with #brabam. This is certain,
we do notread that the Dewil ever {o much as
attempted Abrabam at all; fome will fu%gcﬁ that
the Command to Abraham to go and offer up his
Son Jfaac, was a Tempration of the Devil, if pof-
fible to defeat the glorious Work of Gop’s call-
ing a holy Seed into the World; for the Jirff, if
Abrabam had difobey’d that Call, the new Fa-
vourite had been overcome and made a Rebe] of,
or fecondly, if he had obey'd, then the promis’d
Seed had been cut off, and brabam defeated ; but
as the Teext is exprefs that Gop himfelf propofed
it to Abrabam, 1 fhall not ftart the Suggeftions
of the Criticks, in Bar of the facred Oracle.

Be it one way or other, dbrabam thew'd a
Hero-like Faith ‘and Courage, and if the Devis
had been the Author of it, he had feen himfelf

- M difap-~
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difappointed in both his Views; (1.)by Abrabam’s
ready and bold Compliance, as believing it to
be Gop’s Command; and (2.) by thedivine Coun-
termand of the Execution, juft as the faral Knife
was lifted up.

But if the Dewil left Abrabam, and made no
attack upon him, {eeing him invulnerable, he made
himfelf amends upon the other Branch of his Fa-
mily, his poor Nephew Lot ; who, notwitftand-
ing he was fo immediately under the particular
Care of Heaven, as that the Angel who was{fent
to deftroy Sodom, could do nothing till he was
out of it; and who, tho’ after he had left Zoar,
and was retir’d into a Cave todwell, yet the fubtle
Devil found him out, deluded his two Daughters,
took an Advantage of the Fright they had been
in about Sodom and Gomorrab, made them be-
lieve the whole World was burnt too, as well
as thofe Cities, and that in fhort, they could
never have any Husbands, &c. and fo in their
abundant Concern to repeople the World, and
that the Race of Mankind might not be deftroy-
ed, they go and lic with their own Father; the
Devil telling them doubtlefs how to do it, by in-
toxicating his Head with Wine; in all which
Story, whether they were not as drunk as their
Father, feems to be a Queftion, or elfe they could
not have {uppofed all the Men in the Earth were
confum’d, when they knew that the little City
Zoar had been preflerv’d for their Sakes.

This now was the third Conqueft Sazan ob-
tain’d by the Guft of humane Appetite; that is
to fay, onceby Eating and twice by Drinking, or
Drunkennefs, and ftill the laft was the worlft and
moft thameful; for Loz, however his Daughters
manag’d him, could not pretend he did not un-
derftand what the Strength of Wine was; and
one would have thought after fo terrible a Judg-

ment
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ment as that of Sodom was, which was, as we ma
fay, executed before his Face, his Thoughts
thould have been too folemnly engag’d in praif-
ing God for fparing his Life, to be made drunk,
and that two Nights together.

But the Devil play’d his Game {ure, he fet his
two Daughters to work, and as the Devil’s In-
ftruments feldom fail, fo he fecur’d his by that
hellith Stratagem of deluding the Daughters, to
think all the World was confum’d but they two
and their Father: To be fure the old Man could
not fufpeét that his Daughters Defign was fo
wicked as indeed it was, or that they intended to
debauch him with Wine, and make him drink till
he knew not what he did.

Now the Devil having carried his Game here,
gain’d a great Point ; for as there were but two re-
higious Families in the World before, from whence
a twofold Generation might be fuppofed to rife
religious and righteous like their Parents, (wviz.)
that of Abraham and this of Lot ; this Crime
ruin’d the Hopes of one of them; it could no
more be faid that juft Le# was in Being, who
vex’d his righteous Soul from Day to Day with
the wicked Behaviour of the People of Sodom ;
righteous Lot was degenerated into drunken in-
ceftuous Loz, Lot fallen from what he was, to be
a wicked and uanrightcous Man ; no pattern of
Virtue, no Reprover of the Age, but a poor fal-
len Degenerate Patriarch, who could now no
more reprove or exhort, but look down and be
atham’d, and nothing to do but to repent ; and
{ee the poor mean Excufes of all the three.

Eve fays, The Serpent beguil'd me, and I did eat.
Noah fays, My Grand[on beguil d me, or the
Wine beguil’d me, and I did drink.

M2 Lot
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Lot fays, My Daugbters beguil’d mey and I alfe
did drink.

1t is obfervable, that as I faid above, Noab was
filenc’d, and his Preaching at an End, after that
one A¢tion, fo the like may be faid of Lot and
in fhort, you never hear one Word more of either
of them after it as for Mankind, both were ufe-
lefs to them, and as to themfelves, we never read
of any of their Repentance, nor have we much
Reafon to believe they did repent.

From this Attack of the Dewi/ upon Lo?, we
hear no more of the Dewil being fo bufily cm-
ploy’d as he had been before in the World ; he
had indeed but little to do, for all the reft of the
World was his own, lull'd afleep under the Witch-
craft of Idolatry, and are fo fhll.

But it could not be long that the Devil lay
idle; as foon as God call'd himfelf a People,
tge Dewil could not be at Reft till he attack’d
them.

¢ Wherever God fets up aHoufe of Prayer,
¢ The Devil always builds a Chapel there.

Abrabam indeed went off the Stage free,and (o
did Ifaac too, they were a Kind of firit Rate
Saints; we do not fo much as read of any failing
they had, or of any Thing the Dewi/ had cver
the Face to offer to them ; no, or with Facob
cither, if you will excufe him for beguiling his
Brother Efau, of both his Birthrightand his Blef-
fing, but he was bufy enough with all his Chil-
dren ; for Example,

" He fent Faudah to his Sheep-fhearing, and
placed aW hore (Zamar) in his Way, in the Pol-
; ture
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ture of Temptation, fo made him commit In-
ceft and Whoredom both together.

Hefent inceftuous Rexben to lie with his Father’s
Concubine Billab.

He fent Dinab to the Ball, to dance with the
Sichemite Ladies, and play the Whore with
their Mafter. '

He enrag’d Simeon and Lewi, at the fuppofed
Injury, and then prompted them to Revenge,
tor which their Father heartily curfed them.

He fet them all together to fall upon poor
Fofeph, firlt to murther him intentionally,
and then atually fell him to the Alidia-
nites.

Hc made them fhew the Party-colour’d Coat,
and tell a lie to their Father, to make the
poor old Man believe 7ofeph was kill’d by a
Lion, &e.

He fent Potiphar’s Wife to attack Fofeph’s
Chatftity, and fill'd her with Rage at the Dif-
appointment.

He taught Fo/eph to {wear by the Life of Pha-
roab. :

Ina Word, he debauch’d the whole Race, ex-
cept Benjamin, and never Man had fuch a Set of
Sons, fo wicked and fo notorious, after {o good
an Introduction into the World as they all of
them had, 70 e fure; for Facob, no doubt, gave
them as good Inftruction as the Circumitances
of (glis wandring Condition would allow him
to do.

We muft now confider the Devil and his Af-
fairs in a quite differing Situation: When the
World firft appeared peopled by the creating
Power of God, he had only Adam and Eve to
take carc of, and I think he ply’d his Time with
them to purpofc enough: After the Deluge he had

“ M3 " Noah
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Noah only to pitch upon, and he quickly conquer’d
him by the Inftigation of his Grandfon.

At the Building of Babel he guided them by
their acting all in a Body as one Man; fo that in
fhort he manag’d them with eafe, taking themas a
Body politic 5 and we find they came inzo his Snare
as one Man ; but Now, the Children of 7/rael multi-
plying in the Land of their Bondage, and God {feem-
ing to fhew a particular Concern for them, the
Dewil was oblig'd to new Meafures, ftand at a
Diftance, and look on for fome Time.

The Egyptians were plagued even without his
Help, nor tho’ the cunning Artift, as I faid, {tood
and Jooked on, yet he durft not meddle; norcould
he make a few Lice, theleaft and meanctt of the
Armies of Infeés raifed to aflli€t the Egyptians.

However, when he perceiv’d that God refolv-
ed to bring the Ifraclites out, he prepar’d to at-
tend them, to watch them, and be at Hand up-
on all the wicked Occafions that might offer, as
if he had been fully fatisfied fuch Occafions would
offer, and that he fhould not fail to have an Op-
portunity to draw them into fome Snare oranother,
and that therefore it was his Bufinefsnot to be out
of the Way, but to be ready (as we fay) to make
his Market of them in the beft Manner he could:
How many Ways he attempted them, nay, how
many Times he conquer’d them in their Journey,
we fhall fee prefently.

Firft he put them in a fright at Baal-Zephon,
where he thought he had drawn them into a Noofe,
and where he fent Pharoab and his Army to block
them up between the Mountains of Pishiroth
and the Red Sea; but there indeed Sazan was
outwitted by Mofes, fo far as it appeared to be
a humane A&tion, for he little thought of their
going dry footed 7hro’ the Sea, but depended up-
on having them all cut in Pieces the next Morn-

mg
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ing by the Egyptians; an eminent Proof, &y the
IV ay, that the Devil has no Knowledge of Ewents,
or any Infight into Futurity; nay that he has not
fo much as a fecond Sight, or knows to Day what
his Maker intends to do to Morrow ; for had
Satan known that God intended to Ford them over
the Sea, if he had not been able to have prevent-
ed the Miracle, he would certainly have prevent-
ed the Efcape, by fending out Pharoab and his
Army time cnough to have taken the Strand be-
fore them, and {o have driven them to the Ne-
ceflity of travelling on Foot round the North
Point of that Sea, by theWildernefs of Ezan, where
he would have purfu’d and harrafs’d them with his
Cavalry, and in all Probability have deftroy’d them:
But the blind thort-fighted Devil, perfeétly in the
Dark, and unacquainted with Futurity, knew no-
thing of the Matter, was as much deceiv’d as
Pharoah himfelf, ftood ftill flattering himfelf with
the Hopes of his Booty, and the Revenge he
fhould take upon them the next Morning; till he
faw the frighted Waves in an Uproar, and to his
utter Aftonithment and Confufion faw the Paf=
fage laid open, and Mofes leading his vaft Army
in full March over the dry Space; nay even then
’tis very propable Satan did not know that if the
Lgyptians follow’d them, the Sea would return
upon and overwhelm them ; for I can hardly
think fo hard of the Dewi/ himf(elf, that if he had,
he would have fuffer’d, much lefs prompted Pha-
roah 1o follow the Chafe at fuch an Expence; fo
that either he muft be an ignorant unforefceing
Devil, or a very ungrateful falfe Devii to his
Friends the Egyptians.

I am enclin’d alfo to the more charitable Opini-
on of Satan too, becaufe the Efcape of the /fraciites
was really a Triumph over himfelt’; for theWar was
certainly his, or atleaft he was auxiliary to Pharoab,

M 4 it
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it was a Vitory over Hell and Egypt toge-
ther, and he would never have fuffer’d the Dif-
grace, if he had known it beforchand ; that is to
fay, tho’ he could not have prevented the Eftape
of [frael, or the dividing the Water, yet he might
have warn’d the Egyptians, and cautioned them
not to venture in after them.

But we fhall fec a great many weak Steps
taken by the Devil in the Affair of this very Peo-
ple and their forty Years Wandring in the Wil-
dernefs; and tho” he was in fome things fuccefs-
ful, and wheedled them into many foolith and
miferable Murmurings and Wranglings againft
God, and Mutinies againft poor Mofes, yet the
Devilwas oftentimes baulk’d and difappointed 5 and
’tis for this Rcafon that I choofe to finith the firft
Pare of his Hiftory with the particular Relation
of his Behaviour among the Jews, becaufe alfo,
we do not find any extraordinary Things happen-
ing any where elfe in the World for above one
thoufand five hundred Years, no Variety, no Re-
volutions; all the Reft of Mankind lay 1till under
his Yoke, quietly fubmitred to his Government,
did juft as he bad them, worthip’d every Idol
he fec up, and in a Word, he had no Dithiculty
with any Body but the Fetws, and for this Reafon,
¥ fay, this Pait of his Story will be the morc ufe-
ful and inftruéting.

To retirn therefore to Mufes and his dividing
the Red Sea; that the Pcople went over or thro’
it, that we have the facred Hiftory for; but how
the Devil behav'd, that you muft come to me
for, or I know not where you will find a true
Accolint of ity at leaft not in Print.

1. It was in the Night they march’d thro’,
whether the Devil faw it in the Dark or no, that’s
2ot my Bufinefs, i

But
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But when he had Day-Light for it, and view’d
the next Day’s Work, 1 make no Queftion but a/Z
Hll felt the Surprife, the Prey being thus fnatch’d
out of their Hands unexpectedly. ’Tis true the
Egyptians Hoft was {ent to him in theirRoom, but
that was not what he aim’d at; for he was fure
enough of them his own Way, and if it was not
juft at that Time, yet heknew what and who they
were 5 but as he had devour’d the whole Jfiaels-
tifh Hoft in his Imagination, to the Tune of at
leaft a Million and a half of Souls; Men, Wo-
men and Children; it was, no doubt, a great Dif-
appointment to the Devil to mifs of hisPrey, and to
fecthem all triumphing on the other Side in Safety.

It is true, Satan’s Annals do not mention this
Detear, for Hiftorians are generally backward to
regifter their own Misfortunes ; but as we have
an Account of the Falt from other Hands, fo
as we cannot queftion the Truth of it; the Na-
turc of the Thing will tell us it was a Difappoint-
ment to the Devil, and a very great one too.

I cannot but obferve here, that I think this
Payt of the Devil's Story very entertaining, be-
caufe of the great Variety of Incidents which ap-
pear in every Part of it; {ometimes he is like a
hunted Fox, curvetting and counter-running to
avoid his being purfued ‘and found out, while at
the fame time he is carrying on his fecret Defigns
to draw the People he pretends to manage, into
fome Snare or other to their Hurt ; at another
time, tho’ the Comparifon is a little too low for
his Dignity, like a Monkey that has done Mif-
chicf, and who making his own Efcape fits and
chatters at a Diftance, as if he had triumpd in
what he had done ; fo Satan, when he had drawn
them in to worthip a Calf, to offer ftrange Fire,
to fet up a Schifm, and the like; and fo to bring
the Divine Vengeance upon themfelves, leaving

3 themy
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them in their Diftrefs, kept at a Diftance, as if
he Jook’d on with Satisfaction to fee them Burnt,
fwallow’d up, fwept away, and the like ; as the
feveral Stories relate.

His indefatigable Vigilance is, on the other
hand, a ufeful Caveat, as well as an improving
View to us; no fooner is he routed and expos’d,
defeated and difappointed in one Enterprize, but
he begins another, and, like a cunning Gladiator,
warily defends himfelf, and boldly attacks his Ene-
my at the fame time. Thus we fec him, up anddown,
conquering and conquered, thro’ this whole Part
of his Story, till at laft he receives a total De-
feat 5 of which you fhall hear in its place: Inthe
mean time, let us take up his Story again at the
Red Sea, where he receiv’d a great Blow, inftead
of which he expeted a compleat Vitory; for
doubtlefs the Devil and the King of Zgypt too,
thought of nothing but Conqueft at Pizhiroth.

However, tho’ the Triumph of the Ifraelites
over the Egyptians muft needs be a great Morti-
fication to the Dewvil, and exafperated him very
much, yet the Confequence was only this, viz.
that Satan, like an Enemy who is baulk’d and
defeated, but not overcome, redoubles his Rage,
and reinforces his Army, and what the Egyptians
could not do for him, he refolves to do for him-
felf 5 in order then to take his Opportunity for
what Mifchiet might offer, being defeated, and
provok’d, I fay, at the Slur that was put upon him,
he refolves to follow them into the Wildernefs,
and many a vile Prank he plaid them there; as
firft, he ftraitens them for Water, and makes
them murmur againft Gop, and againft Aofes,
within a very few Days, nay, Hours, of their
great Deliverance of all.

Nor was this all, but in lefs than one Year more
we find them, (at his Inftigation too) fetting up

: ' a golden
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a golden Calfy and making all the People dance
about it at Mount Sinai 3 even when God himfelf
had but juft before appear’d to them in the Ter-
rors of a burning Fire upon the Top of the
Mountain; and what was the Pretence ? Truly,
nothing but that they had loft Mo/és, who ufed
to be their Guide, and he had hid himfclf in the
Mount, and had not been feen in forty Days, {o
that they could not tell what was become of him.
This put themall into Confufion; a poor Pre-
tence indeed, to turn them all back to Idolatry !
but the wazckfil Devil took the Hint, pufh’d the
Advantage, and infinuated that they fhould never
fee Mofes again, that he was certainly devour’d by
venturing too near the Flathes of Fire in the
Mount, and prefuming upon the Liberty he had
taken before 5 in a word, that God had deftroyed
Mofesy, or he was ftarved to Death for want of
Food, having been forty Days and forty Nights
abfent.

All thefe were, it’s true, in themfelves moft
foolith Suggeftions, confidering Mofes was ad-
mitted to the Vifion of God, and that God had
been pleafed to appear to him in the moft inti-
mate manner; that as they might depend God
would not deftroy his faithful Servant, fo they
might have concluded he was able to fupport his
Being without Food as long as he thought fit;
but to a People fo cafy to believe any thing, what
co;lld be too grofs for the Devil to perfuade them
to?

A People who could dance round a Calf, and
call it their God, mightdo any thing; that could
fay to one another, that this was the Great Je-
HOVAH, that brought them out of the Land of E-
gypt; and that within fo few Days after God’s
miraculous Appearance to them, and for them; I
fay, fuch a People were really fitted to be im-

pofed
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pofed upon, nothing could be too grofs for
them. _

This was indeed his firlt confiderable Experi-
ment upon them as 4 People, or a as Body ; and
the Truth is, his Affairs requird it, for Satan,
who had been a Succefsful Devil in moft of his
Attempts upon Mankind, could hardly doubt of
Succefs in any thing after he had carried his Point
at Mount Sinai: To bring themto Idolatry in the
very Face of their Deliverer, and juit after their
Deliverance ! It was more aftonithing in the main
than even their pafling the Red Sea : Ina Word,
the Devil’s whole Hiftory does not furnith us with
a Story equally furprifing.

And how was poor Aaron bewilder’d in it too ?
He that was Mo/es’s Partner in all the great Things
that Mofes did in Pharaob’s Sight, and that was
appointed to be his Affiftant and Oracle, or Ora-
#or rathery upon all public Occafions; that he,
above all the refty fhould come into this abfurd
andridiculous Propofaly he that was fingled out
for the facred Priefthood, for him to defile his
holy Hinds with a polluted abominable Sacrifice,
and with making the Idol for them too, (for ’tis
plain that he madeit,) how nionftrous it was!

.And fec what an Anfwer he gives to his Bro-
ther Mofes, how weak ! how fimple! /did fo and
[0, indecd, 1 bad them bring the Ear-rings, {Jc.
and I caft the Gold into the Fire, and i¢ came ont
this Calf. Ridiculous! as if the Calf came out
by meer fortuitous Adventure, without a Mould
to caft it in; which could not be fuppofed : And
if it had not come out {o without a Mould, Mofes
would certainly have known of it; had Aaron
been innocent, he would have anfwered after
quite another manner, and told Afefes honeitly
that the whole Body of the People came to him
in a Fright, that they forced him to make them

- . an
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an Idol 5 which he did, by making firlt a pro-
per Mould to caft it in, and then taking the pro-
per Metal to caft it from : That indeed he had
finn’d in fo doing, but that he was mobb’d into
it, and the People terrified him, perhaps they
threatned to kill him; and if he had added, that
the Devil prompting his Fear beguil'd him, he
had faid nothing but what was certainly true ; for
if it was in Satan’s Power to make the People in-
folent and outrageous enough to threaten and bully
the old venerable Prophet (for be was not yet a
Pricft) who was the Brother of their Oracle Mo~
Jesy and had been Partner with him in {o many of
his Commiflions; I fay, if he cou’d bring up the
Paffions of the People to a Height to be rude and
unmanneriy to him (Aaron)and perhaps to threat-
en and infult him, he may be eafily fuppos’d to
be able to intimidate Aaron, and terrify him into
a Compliance.

Sec this cunning Agent, when he has Man’s
Deftruction in his View, how fecurely he acts!
he never wants a handle; the beft of Men have
one weak place or other, and he always finds it
out, takes the Advantage of it, and conquers
them by one Artifice or another; only take it
with you as you go, ’tis always by Stratagewm,
never 4y Force; a Proof that he is not empower'd
to ufe Violence : He may tempt, and he does
prevail 3 but ’tisall Legerdemain, *tis all Craft and
Artifice, he is ftill AtafBorn, the Calumniator and
Decciver, that is, the Mifreprefenter; he mifre-
prefents Man-to Gob, and mifreprefents Gob to
Man; alfo he mifreprefents Things ; he puts falfe
Colours, and then manages the Eye to fec them
with an imperfeét View, raifing Clouds and Fogs
to intercept our Sight; in fhort, he deceives all
our Senies, and impofes upon us 11 Things which
o;hcrwifc would be the cafieft to difcern and jlfgs
of. n
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This indeed is in part the Benefit of the Dev:l’s
Hiftory, to let us fee that he hasufed the fame Me-
thod all along; and that ever fince he has had
any thing to do with Mankind, he has practis’d
upon them with Stratagem and Cunning ; alfo
’tis obfervable that he has carried his Pomnt bet-
ter that way than he would have done by Fury
and Violence, if he had been allowed to makeufe
of it ; for by his Power indeed he might have
laid the World defolate, and made a Heap of
Rubbith of it long ago ; but, as I have obferved
before, that would not have anfwered his Ends
half fo well, for by deftroying Men he would
have made Martyrs, and fent abundance of good
Men to Heaven, who would much rather have
died, than yielded to ferve him, and, as he aim-
ed to have it, to fall down and worfhip him; I
fay, he would have made Martyrs, and that not
a few: But this was none of S#zan’s Bufinefs;
his Defign lies quite another Way; his Bufinefsis
to make Men fin, not to make them fxffer; to
make Devils of them, not Saints; to delude them,
and draw them away from their Maker, not fend
them away to him; and therefore he works by
Stratagem, not by Force.

‘We are now come to his Story, as it relates to
the Fewifb Church in the Wildernefs, and to the
Children of Ifrael in their travelling Circumftan-
ces; and this was the firft Scene of publick Ma-
nagement that the Devil had upon his Hands in
the World; for, as I have faid, 7/ now, he dealt
with Mankind either in their {eparate Condition,
one by one, or elfe carried all before him, engrof-
fing whole Nations in his Syftems of Idolatry, and
overwhelming them in an ignorant Deftruction.

But having now a whole People as it were
fnatch’d away from him, taken out of his Go-
vernment, and, which was ftill worfe, having a

View
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View of a Kingdom being fet up independent of
him, and fuperior to his Authority, it is not to
be wondred at if he endeavour’d to overthrow
them in the .Infancy of their Conftitution, and
tried all poflible Arts to bring them back into
his own Hands again.

He found them not only carried away from the
Country where they were even in his Clutches,
furrounded with Idols, and where we have Rea-
fon to belicve the greateft part of them were pol-
luted with the Idolatry of the Egyptians ; for we
do not read of any ftated Worfhip which they
had of their own, or if they did worfhip the
true God, we fcarce know in what manner they
did it; they had no Law given them, nothing
but the Covenant of Circumcifion, and even Mo~
fes himfelf had not ftriétly obferv’d that, till he was
frighted into it 5 we read of no Sacrifices among
them, no Feafts were ordain’d, no folemn Wor-
fhip appointed, and how, or in what manner they
perform’d their Homage, we know not; the Pai-
fover was not ordain’d till juft at their coming a-
way 3 fothat there was not much Religion among
them, at leaft that we have any Account of ; and
we may {uppofe the Dewvil was pretty caly with
them all the while they werein the Houfe of their
Bondage. :

But now, to have a Million of People fetch’d
out of his Hands, as it were all at once, and to
have the immediate Power of Heaven engaged
in ity and that Satan faw evidently God had fin-
gled them out in a miraculous manner to favour
them, and call them bis own ; this allarm’d him
at once, and therefore he refolves to follow them,
lay clofe Siege to them, and take all the Meafures
poflible to bring them to rebel againft, and dif-
obey Gop, that he might be provok’d to deftroy
them; and how necar he went to bring it to pafs,
we fhall fee prefently. This
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This making a Calf, and paying an idolatrous
Worfhip to it (for they ated the Heathens and
Idolaters, not 1n the fetting up the Calf only,
but in the manner of ther Worfhiping, viz.
Dancing and Mufick, Things they had not been
acquainted with in the Worthip of the true God)
I mention here, to obferve how the Devil not
only impofed upon their Principles, but upon
their Senfes too 3 as if the awful Majefty of Hea-~
ven, whofe Glory they had feen in Mount Sinai,
where they ftood, and whofe Pillar of Cloud and
Fire was their Guide and Protetion, would be
worthip’d by dancing round a Calf! and that not
a living Creature, or a real Calf, but the mere
Image of a Calf caft in Gold, or, as fome think,
in Brafs gilded over.

But this was the Devil’s Way with Mankind,
namely, to impofe upon their Senfes, and bring
them 1nto the groffeft Follies and Abfurdities ; and
then, having firft made them Fools, it was much
the eafier to make them Offenders.

In this very manner he aéted with them thro’
all the Courfe of their Wildernefs Travels ; for
as they were led by the Hand like Children, de-
tended by Omnipotence, fed by Miracles, in-
ftructed immediately from Heaven, and in all
things had Mofes for their Guide; they had no
room to mifcarry, but by acting the greateft Ab-
furdities, and committing the greateft Follics in
Nature; and even thefe, the Devil brought them
to be guilty of, in a furprifing manner: 1. As
Gop himfelf reliev’d them in every Exigence,
and fupply’d them in every Want, one would
think *twas impoffible they thould be ever brought
to queftion either his Willingnefs or his Ability,
and yet they really objected againft both ; which
was indeed very provoking, and I doubt not,
that when the Devil had brought them to att

- in
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in fuch a prepofterous Manner, he really hoped
and believed God would be provok’d effectually :
The Teftimonies of his Care of them, and Abi-
lity to fupply them, were miraculous and unde-
niable; he gave them Water from the Rock,
Bread from the Air, fent the Fowls to feed them
with Fleth, and fupported them all the Way by
Miracles ; their Health was preferv’d, none were
fick among them, their clothes did not wear
out, nor their Shoes grow old upon their Feet ;
could any thing be more abfurd, than to doubt
whether he could provide for them who had ne-
ver let them want for fo many Years ?

But the Devi/ managed them in {pight of Mi-
racles ; nordid he ever give them over till he had
brought fix hundred thoufand of them to pro-
voke God fo highly that he would not fuffer a-
bove two of them to go into the Land of Pro-
mife; fo that in fhort, Satan gained his Point as
to that Generation, for all their Carcaffes fell in
the Wildernefs. Let us take but a fhort View
to what a Height he brought ’em, and in what
a rude, abfurd Manner they atted; how he fer
them upon murmuring upon every Occafion,
now for Water, then for Bread; nay, they mur-
mured a¢ their Bread when they had it 5 Onr Soul
boaths this light Bread.

He fow’d the Sceds of Church-Rebellion in
the Sons of Aaron, and made Nadab and Abibu
offer ftrange Fire till they were ftrangely con-
{umed by ¥ire for the doing it. :

He fet them a complaining at Zaberab, and a
lufting for Flefh at the firft threc Days Journey
from Mount Sinai.

He planted Envy in the Hearts of Miriam and
Aarony againft the Authority of Mofés, to pre-
tend Gop had {poke by them as well as by him,
till he humbled the Father, and made a Leper of
the Daughter, N He
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He debauch’d ten of the Spies, frighted them
with fham Appearances of Things, when they
went out to fearch the Land ; and made them
fright the whole People out of their Underftand-
ing as well as Duty, for which fix hundred thou-
{fand of their Carcaffes fell in the Wildernefs.

He rais’d the Rebellion of Korab, and the two
hundred and fifty Princes, till he brought them
to be fwallowed up alive.

He put Mofes into a Paffion at Meribab, and
ruffled the Temper of the meekeft Man upon
Farth, by which he made both him and Aaron
forteit their Share of the Promife, and be thut
out from the Holy Land.

He rais’d a Mutiny among them when they
travelled from Mount Hor, till they brought fiery
Serpents among them to deftroy them.

He tried to make Baalim the Prophet curfe
them, but there the Dewil was difappointed:
However, he brought the AMidianites to debauch
them with Women, as in the Cafe of Zimri and
Cosbi.

He tempted Ackan with the Wedge of Gold,
and the Babylonifb Garment, that he might take
of theaccurfed thing, and be deftroy’d.

He tempted the whole People, not effectually
to drive out the curfed Inhabitants of the Land
of Promife, that they might remain, and be
Goads in their Sides, till at laft they often op-
prefs’d them for their Idolatry 5 and, which was
worfe, debauched them to Idolatry.

He prompted the Benjamites to refule Satisfac-
tion to the People, in the Cafe of the Wicked-
nefs of the Men of Gibeahy to the Deftrution
of the whole Tribe, four hundred Men excepted
in the Rock Rimmon.

At laft he tempted them to rejeét the The-
ocracy of their Maker, and call upon Samuel

y 2 to
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to make them a King ; and moft of thofe Kings
he made Plagues and Sorrows to them in their
time, as you fhall hear in their Order.

Thus he plagued the whole Body of the Peo-
ple continually, making them fin againft God,
and bring Judgments upon themfelves, to the con-
fuming fome Millions of them, firft and laft, by
the Vengeance of their Maker.

As he did with the whole Congregation, fo
he did with their Rulers, and feveral of the Judges,
who were made Inftruments to deliver the Peo-
ple, yet were drawn into fnares by this /fubril
Serpent, to ruin themfelves or the People they
had delivered.

He tempted Gideon to make an Ephod, con-
trary to the Law of the Tabernacle, and made
the Children of Zfrael go a whoring (that is, a
worfhiping) after ir.

He tempted Sampfon to debauch himfelf with
a Harlot, and betray his own happy Secret toa
Whore, at the Expence of both his Eyes, and at
laft of his Life.

Hetempted E/’s Sons to lie with the Women,
in the very Doors of the Tabernacle, when they
came to bring their Offerings to the Prieft 5 and
he tempted poor E/i to connive at them, or
not {ufhiciently reprove them.

He tempted the People to carry the Ark of
God into the Camp, that it might fall into the
Hands of the Philiftines. And

He tempted Uzzi to reach out his Hand to
hold it up ; asif he that had preferved it in the
Houlfe of Dagon the 1dol of the Philiftines, could-
not keep it from falling out of the Cart.

When the People had gotten a King, he im-
mediately fet to work in diverfe Ways to bring
that King to load them with Plagues and Cala-
mitics not a few.

N2 He
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He tempted Saul to fpare the King of iua-
lick, contrary to God’s exprefs Command.

He not tempted Saz! only, but poflefled him
with an evil Spirit, by which he was left to way-
ward Difpofitions, and was forced to haveit fiddl’d
out of him with a Minftrel.

He tempted Saxl with a Spirit of Difcontent,
and with a Spirit of Envy at poor David, to
hunt him like a Partridge upon the Mountains.

He tempted Sau! with a Spirit of Divination,
and fent him to a Witch to enquire of Samucl
for him 5 as if God would help him when
he was dead, that had forfaken him when he was
alive.

After that, he tempted him to kill himfelf; ona
Pretence that he might not fall into the Hands
of the Uncircumcifed ; as if Self-Murther was
not half {o bad, cither for Sin againft God, or
Difgrace among Men, as being taken Prifoner by
a Philiffine / A Piece of Madnefs none but the
Devil could have brought Mankind to {ubmit to,
tho’ fome Ages after that, he made it a Fathion
among the Romans.. ‘

After Saul was dead, and David came to the
Throne, by how much he was a Man chofen and
particularly favoured by Heaven, the Dewil fell
upon him with the more Vigour, attack’d him
fo many Ways, and conquer’d him fo very often,
that as no Man was {fo good a King, {o hardly
any good King was ever a worfe Man; in many
Cafes one would have almott thought the Dewil
had made Sport with David, to fhew how eafily
ke could overthrow the beft Man God could
choofe of the whole Congregation.

- He made him diftruft his Benefactor fo much
as to feign himfelf mad before the King of Gazh,
when he had fled to him for Shelter.

2 ‘ He
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He made him march with his four hundred
Cut-throats, to cut off poor Nabal, and all his
Houthold, only becaufe he would not fend him
the good Chear he had provided for his honeft
Sheep-thearers.

He made him, for his Word’s fake, give Ziba
half his Mafter’s Eftate for his Treachery, after
he knew he had been the Traitor, and betray’d
poor Mephibofheth for the fake of it ; in which

¢ The good old King, it feems, was very loth
¢ Tobreak his Word, and therefore broke his Oath.

Then he tempted him to the ridiculous Pro-
je&t of numbring the People, tho’ againft God’s
exprefs Command 3 a Thing Feab himfelf was not
wicked enough to do, till David and the Devil
forc’d him to it.

And to make him compleatly wicked, he car-
ried him to the Top of his Houfe, and thew’d
him a naked Lady bathing her felf in her Garden,
in which it appear’d that the Dewil knew David
too well, and what was the particular Sin of his
Inclination ; and fo took him by the Right Handlc;
drawing him at once into the Sins of Murther and
Adultery.

Then, that he might not quite give him over,
(tho’ David’s Repentance for the laft Sin kept the
Devil off for a while) when he could attack him
no farther perfonally he fell upon him in his Fa-
mily, and made him as miferable as he could de-
fire him to be, in his Children, three of whom he
brought to Deftruétion before his Face, and ano-
ther after his Death.

Firft, he tempted fmmon to ravith his Sifter
Tamar ; {o, there was an End of her (poor Girl/)
2}113 to this World, for we never hear any more of

er.

N 3 Then .
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Then he tempted A/alom to murther his Bro-
ther Amnon, 1n Revenge for Tamar’s Maiden-
head.

Then he made Foab run Abfalom thro’ the Bo-
dy, contrary to David’s Command.

And after David’s Death he brought Adonija
(weak Man!) to the Block, for ufurping King
Solomon’s Throne.

As to Abfalom, he tempted him to Rebellion,
and raifing War againft his Father, to the turn-
ing him fhamefully out of Ferufalems, and almoft
out of the Kingdom.

He tempted him, for David’s farther Mortifica-
tion, to lie with his Father’s Wives, in the Face
of the whole City; and had Achitophel’s honeft
Council been follow’d, he had certainly fent him
to Sleep with his Fathers, long before his time—
But there Satan and Achitophel were both out-
witted together.

Thro’ all the Reigns of the feveral Succeflors
of Dawid, the Devil took care to carry on his
own Game, to the continual infulting the Mea-
fures which God himfelf had taken for the efta-
blithing -his People in the World, and efpecially
as a Church; till atlaft he {o effetually debauch’d
them to Idolatry ; that Crime which of all others
was moft provoking to Gopb, as it was carrying
the People away from their Allegiance, and tranf-
pofing the Homage they ow’d God their Ma-
ker, to a contemptible Block of Wood, or an
Image of a brute Beaft ; and this how fordid and
brutith foever it was init {elf, yetfo did his Ar-
tifice prevail among them, that, firft or laft, he
brought them all into it, the ten Tribes as well
as the two Tribes ; till at lat God himfelf was
provoked to unchurch them, gave them up to
their Enemies, and the few that wereleft of them,
after incredible Slaughters and Defolation, were

, hurried



of the DE V1L, 183

hurried away, fome into Zartary, and others into
Babylony from whence very few, of that few that
were carried away, ever found their Way Home
again ; and fome, when they might have come,
would not accept of it, but continued there to
the very coming of the Mefliah. See Epiitles of
St. Fames and ot St. Peter, at the Beginning.

But to look a little back upon this Part ( for
it cannot be omitted, it makes fo confiderable 2
Part of the Devil’s Hiftory) I mean his drawing .
God’s People, Kings and all, into all the Sins and
Mifchiets which gradually contributed to their
Deftruétion.

Firfty (for be began immediately with the very
beft and wifeft of the Race) he drew in King So-
lomon, in the midft of all his Zcal for the build-
ing God’s Houfe, and for the making the moft
glorious and magnificent Appearance for God’s
Worthip that ever the World faw; I fay, in the
middle of all this, he drew him into fuch im-
moderate and infatiable an Appetite for Women,
as to fet up the firft, and perhaps the greateft Se-
raglio of Whores that ever any Prince in the
World had, or pretended to before; nay, and to
bring whoring fo much into Reputation, that,
as the Text fays, {feven hundred of them were
Princeffes ; that is to fay, Ladics of Quality :
Not as the Grand Seigniors, and Great Moguls,
(other Princes of the Eaftern World) have fince
practifed, namely, to pick up their moft beauti-
tul Slaves ; but thefe, it feems, were Women of
Rank, King’s Daughters, as Pharaob’s Daughter,
and the Daughters of the Princes and prime Men
among the Moabites, .Ammonitesy Zidoniansy Hit-
tites, &Xc. 1 Kings xi. 1.

Nor was this all; but as he drew him into the
Love of thefe forbidden Women (for fuch they
werey as to their Nation, as well as Number) fo he

N 4 enfnar’d



184 The HISTORY

enfnar’d him by thofe Women to a Familiarity
with their Worthip; and by degreesbrought that
famous Prince (famous for his Wifdom) to be the

reateft and moft-impos’d-upen old Fool in the

Vorld ; Bowing down to thofe Idols by the In-
ticing of his Whores, whom he had abhorr’d and
detefted in his Youth, as difhonouring that God
for whom, and for whofe Worthip he had finifh’d
and dedicated the moft magnificent Building and
'Temple in the World : Nothing but thegj#inci-
ble Subtlety of this Adrch Dewil could ever have
brought fuch a Man as Solomon to fuch a Dege-
neracy of Manners, and to fuch Meannefics ; no,
not the Devi/ him{elf, without the Affiftance of
his Whores, nor the Whores themfelves, without
the Devil to help them.

Asto Solomon, Satan had made Conqueft enough
there, we need hear no more of him ; the next
Advance he made, was in the Perfon of his Son
Reboboam 5 had met the Devil prompted his Pride
and tyrannical Humour, he would never have
given the People fuch an Anfwer as he did; and
when he faw a Fellow at the Head of them too
whom he knew wanted and waited for an Occafion
to raife a Rebellion, and had ripened up the Peo-
ples Humour to the Occafion: Well might the
Text call it liffening to the Council of the young
Heads 5 that it was indeed with a Vengeance! but
thofe young Heads too were aéted by an old De-
o#/, who for his Craft is called, as I have oblerv’'d,
the Old Serpent.

Having thus pav’d the Way, Feroboam revolts.
So far God had directed him ; for the Text fays
exprefly, {ptaking in the firft Perfon of Gobp
himfelf, 7his Thing is of Me. :

_But tho” Gop might appoint Feroboam to be
King, (that'is to fay, of ten Tribes,) yet Gop
did-not appoint him to {et up the rwo Calves }iln

the
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the two extreme Parts of the Land, viz. in Dan,
and in Bethel 5 that was Feroboam’s own doing,
and done on purpofe to keep the People from
falling back to Rekobeam, by being obliged to go
to Ferufalem to the publick Worthip: And the
Text adds, Fersboam made Ifrael to fin. Thiswas
indeed a Malfter-piece of the Dewvil’s Policy, and it
was effectual to anfwer the End, nothing could
have been more to the Purpofe ; what Reafon he
had to expett the People would fo univerfally
come into it, and be fo well fatisfied with a
couple of Calves, inftead of the true Worthip of
Gob at Ferafalem ; or what Arts and Management
he (Satar) made ufe of afterwards, to bring the
People in, to join with fuch a Delufion, that we
find but little of in all the Annals of Safan; not
is it much to the Cafe : *Tis certain the Devil
found a ftrange kind of Propenfity to worfhip-
ing Idols rooted in the Temper of that whole
Pcople, even from their firft breaking away from
the Egyptian Bondage; fo that he had nothing to
do but to work upon the old Stock, and propa-
gate the Crime that he found was {o natural to
them. And this is Satan’s general Way of work- |
ing, not with them only, but with us alfo, and
with all the World, even then, and ever fince.
When he had thus fecur’d Feroboam’s Revolt,
we need not trace him among his Succeflors ; for
the {fame Reafon of State that held for the fetting
up the Calves at Bethel and Dan, held good for
the kt‘((’iping them up, to all Feroboam’s Pofterity 5
nor had they one good King ever after ; even
Febuy, who call’d his Friends to come and fee his
Zeal for the Lord, and who fulfill’d the Threat~
nings of God upon 4hab and his Family, and up-
on Queen Fezabel and her Offspring, and knew
all the while that he was executing the Judgment
of the true God upon an idolatrous Race ; ‘y};:t
e



186 The HISTORY

he would not part with his Calves, but would
have thought it to have been parting with his
Kingdom, and that as the People would have
gone up to Ferufalem to worthip, fo they would
at the fame Time have transfer’d their civil Obe-
dience to the King of Fudab, (whofe Right it
really was, as far as they could claim by Birth and
right Line) ; {o that by the way, Satan any more
than other Politicians, i1s not for the jus divinam
of lincal Succeffion, or what we call hereditary
Right, any farther than ferves for his Purpofe.
Thus Satan ridded his Hands of ten of the
twelve Tribes; let us now fee how he went on
with the reft, for his Work was now brought
into a narrower Compals; the Church of God
was now reduc’d to two Tribes, except a few re-
ligious People, who feparated fromthe Schifm of
Feroboam, and came and planted themfelves among
the Tribes of Fudah and Benjamin : The firft thing
the Devil did after this, was to foment a War
between the two Kings, while F#dab was govern-
ed by a Boy or Youth, 4bija by Name, and he
none of the beft neither; but God’s Time was
not come, and the Devil receiv’d a great Difap-
pointment ; when Feroboam was {o entirely over-
thrown ; that if the Records of thofc Ages do not
miftake, no lefs than yoocoo Men of Ifracl were
kill’d, fuch a Slaughter, that one would think the
Army of Fudab, hadthey known how to improve
as well as gain a Vitory, might have brought all
the reft back again, and have intirely reduc’d
the Houfe of Feroboam and the ten Tribes that
follow’d him to their Obedience 5 nay they did
take a great deal of the Country from them, and
among thereft Betbel it felf ; and yet {o cunningly
did Sazan manage, that the King of F#dah, who
was himfelf a wicked King, an§ perhaps an Ido-
later in his Heart, did not take down the gq@c}r;
a
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Calf that Feroboam had there, no nor deftroy the
Idolatry it {elf, fo that in fhort, his Viétory figni-
fied nothing.

From hence to the Captivity, we find the De-
27 bufy with the Kings of Fudab, efpecially the
beft of them; as for fuch as Mana/ferh, and thofe
who tranfgrefs’d by the general Tenor of their
Lives, thofe he had no great trouble with.

But fuch as A4/a, Fehofbaphat, Hezek ah, and Fo-
fiab, he hung about them and their Courts, till he
brought every one of them into fome Mifchief or
another.

As firft, good King 4fia, of whom the Scrip-
ture fays, his Heart was perfet all his Days, yet
this fubtle Spirit, that could break in upon him no
where elfe, tempted him when the King of Jfrael
came out againft him, to fend to hire Benbadad
the King of 8yria to help him; as if Gop who
had before enabled him to conquer the Erhiopi-
ans, with an Army of ten hundred thoufand Men,
could not have faved him from the King of the
ten Tribes.

In the fame manner he tempted Fehofbaphat to
join with that wicked King A4hab againft the
King of Syria,and alfo tomarry his Sonto Abab’s
Daughter, which was fatal to Febofbaphat, and to
his Pofterity.

Again, He tempted Hezekiah to thew all his
Riches to the King of Babylon’s Meflengers 5 and
who can doubt, but that he (Satan) is to be un-
derftood by the wicked Spirit which ftood before
the Lord, 2 Chron. xviii. 20. and offered his
Servicetoentice Ahab the King of Ifraelto come
out to Battle to his Ruin, by being a lying Spi-
rit in the Mouths of all his Prophets; and who
tor that Time had a {pecial Commiffion, as he had
another Time in the Cafe of Fob ? and indeed it was
a Commiflion fit for no body but the Devil: Thox

JShalt
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Sbalt entice him, and thou fhalt allo prevail : Go out
and doeven fo, V. 21.

Even good Fofiab himfelf, of whom it is re-
corded, that like him there was no King before binm,
neither after him arofe there any like bim, 2 Kings
xxiii. 26. yet the Devilnever left him with his Ma-
chinations, till finding he could not tempt him to
any Thing wicked in his Government, he tempted
or mov’d him to a ncedlefs War with the King
of Egypt, in which he loft his Life.

From the Death of this good King, the Devil
prevail'd fo with the whole Nation of the Fews,
and brought them to fuch an incorrigible Pitch
of Wickednefs, that God gave them up, for-
fook his Habitation of Glory,the Temple, which
he fuffer’d to be fpoil’d firft, then burnt and de-
molith’d ; deftroying the whole Nation of the
Fews, except a fmall Number that were left, and
thofc the Enemy carried away into Captivity.

Nor was he fatisfied with this general Deftruc-
tion of the whole People of Ifrael, for the tén
Tribes were gone before; but he follow’d them
even into their Captivity ; thofe that fled away to
Egypt, which they tell us were feventy thoufand,
he firft corrupted, and then they were deftroyed
there upon the Overthrow of Egypt, by the fame
King of Babylon.

Alfo he went very near to have them rooted
olt, your&g and old, Man, Womanand Child, who
were in Captivity in Babylon, by the Miniftry of
that true Agent of Hell, Haman the Agagite; but
there Sztan met with a Difappointment too, as in
the Story of Heffer, which was but the fourth that
he had met with, in all his Management fince the
Creation 5 I fav, there he was difappointed, and
his pgirnc Minifter f1zman was exalted, as he de-
serv’d.

Having
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Having thus far traced the Government and
Dominion of the Dévil, from the Creation of Man
to the Captivity ; I think I may call upon him to
fet up his Standard of univerfal Empire, at that
Period ; it feem’d juft then as if God had really for-
faken the Earth, and given the entire Dominion
of Mankind up to his outrageous Enemy the De-
wil 5 for excepting the few [fraelites which were
left in the Territories of the King of Babylos,and
they were but a few ; I fay, except among them,
there was not one Corner of the World left where
the true God was call’d upon, or his Dominion
fo much as acknowledg’d ; all the World was
buried in ldolatry, and that of fo many horrid
Kinds, that one would think, the Light of Rea-
fon thould have convinc’d Mankind, that he who
exacted fuch bloody Sacrifices as that of Moloch,
and fuch a bloody cutting themfelves with Knives,
as the Priefts of Baal did, could not be a Gop, a
good and beneficent Being, but muft be a cruel,
voracious and devouring Devil, whofe End was
not the Good, but the Deftruétion of his Crea-
tures : But to fuch a Height was the blind dement«
ed World arriv’d to at that Time, that in thefe
fordid and corrupt Ways, they went on worfhip-
ing ‘'dumb Idols, and offering human Sacrifices
to them, and in a Word, committing all the moft
horrid and abfurd Abominations that they were
capable ofy or that the Devil could prompt them
to, till Heaven was again put, as it were, to the
Neceflity of bringing about a Revolution, in fa-
vour of his own forfaken People, by Miracle and
Surprize, as he had done before.

We comec therefore to the Reftoration or Re-
turn of the Captivity: Had Satan been able to
have acted any thing by Force, as 1 bave obferv'd
before, all the Princes and Powers of the World,
having been, as they really were, at his Devotion,

e
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he might eafily have made ufe of them, arm’d
all the World againft the Fews, and prevented
the Rebuilding the Temple, and ecventhe Return
of the Captivity.

But now the Dewil's Power manifeftly receiv-
ed a Check, and the Hand of God appcar’d in it,
and that he was refolvd to recftablifh his People
the Fews, and to have a fecond Temple built :
the Devi!; who knew the Extent of his own
Power too well, and what Limitations were laid
upon him, ftood ftill as it were looking on, and
not daring to oppofe the Return of the Capti-
vity, which he very well knew had been prophe-
fied, and would come to pafs.

He did indeed make fome little Oppofition to
the Building, and to the fortifying the City, but
as it was to no Purpofe, {o he was foon oblig’d to
give it over 5 and thus the Captivity being re-
turn’d, and the Temple rebuilt, the People of the
Fews encreafed and multiplied to an infinite Num-
ber and Strength; and from this Time we may
fay, the Power of the Devil rather declin’d and
decreas’d, than went on with Succefs, as it had
done before; It is true the Fews fellinto Seétsand
Errors, and Divifions of many Kinds, after the
Return from the Captivity, and no doubt the
Devil had a great Hand in thofe Divifions; but
he could never bring them back to Idolatry, and
his not being able to do that, made him turn his
Hand {o many Ways to plaguc and opprefs them ;
as particularly by Autiochus the Great, who
brought the Abomination of Defolation into the
boly Place 5 and there the Devil triumph’d over
them for fome Time; but they were deliver’d
many Ways, till at laft they came peaceably un-
der the Protetion rather than the Dominion of
the Romaz Empire: When 7Zerod the Great go-
vern’d them as a King, and reedificd, nay almoft

rebuile
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rebuilt their Temple, with fo great an Expence
and Magnificence, that he made it, as fome fay,
greater and more glorious than that of Solomon’s,
tho’ that I take to be a great Fable, tofay
no worfe of it.

In this Condition the Fewih Church ftood,
when the Fullnefs of Time, as ’tiscall'd in Scrip-
ture, was come; and the Dewilwas kept at Bay,
tho’ he had made fome Encroachments upon
them as above; for there was a glorious Rem-
nant of Saints among #hem, fuch as old Zacha-
rias the Father of Fobn the Baptift, and old §i/-
meon, who waited for the Salvation of ffrael; I
fay, in this Condition the Fewifh Church ftood
when the Mefliah came into the World, which
was fuch another mortal Stab to the Thrones and
Principalities infernal,as that of which I have fpo-
ken already in Chap. I11. at the Creation of Man;
and therefore with this I break off the Antiquities
of the Dewil’s Hiftory, or the antient Part of his
Kingdom ; for from hence downward we fhall
find his Empire has declin’d gradually ; and tho’
by his wonderful Addrefs, his prodigious Applica-
tion, and the Vigilance and Fidelity of his Inftru-
ments, as well human as infernal and diabolical,
and of the Human as well the Ecclefiaftick as
the Secular; he has many Times retriev’d what
he has loft, and fometimes bid fair for recovering
the univerfal Empire he once poflefs’d over Man-
kind 5 yet he has been ftill defeated again, repulft
and beaten back, and his Kingdom has greatly
declin’d in many Parts of the World; and efpe-
cially in the Northern Parts, except Great Bri-
tain; and how he has politically maintain’d his
Intereft and encreafed his Dominion among the
wife and righteous Generation that we cohabit
with and among, will be the Subjeét of the mo-
dern Part of Sataws Hiftoryy and of which we
are next to give an Account. PART
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PART IL

OF THE

MopERN HisToRrRY

CF THE

DEVIL

Cuar. L

Have examined the Antiquities of Satan’s
Hiftory in the former Part of this Work,
and brought his Affairs down from the Crea-
tion, as far as to our blefled Chriftian Times;
cfpecially tothe Coming of the Me/iab, when one
would think the Dezi/ could have nothing to do
among us. I have indeed but touch’d at fome
Things which might have admitted of a farther
Defcription of Satan’s Affairs,and the Particulars
of which we may allcometo a farther Knowledge
of hereafter 3 yet I think I have fpoken to the
material Part of his Conduét, as it relates to his
Empire in this World: What has happen’d to
his more fublimated Government, and his Ange-
lic Capacities, I fhall have an Qccafion to touch
at in {everal folid Particulars as we go along. i
e
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The Meffiab was now born, the Fulnefs of Time

was come, that the old Serpent was to have his
Head broken, that is to fay, his Empire or Domi-
nion over Man, which he gain’d by the Fall of
our firft Father and Mother in Paradife, receiv’d
a Downfal or Overthrow.

It 1s worth obferving, in order to confirm what
I have already mention’d of the Limitation of
Satan’s Power, that not only his Angelic strength
feems to have received a farther Blow upon the
Coming of the Son of God into the Woild, but
he feems to have had a Blow upon his Intellects 5
his Serpentine Cratt and Dexi/-/ike Subtilty {eems
to have been circumf{crib’d and cut thort; and in-
ftead of his being {o cunning a Fellow as before,
when, 25 7 faid, ’tis evident he outwitted all Man-
kind, not only Ewe, Cain, Noab, Lot, and all
the Patriarchs, but even Nations of Men, and
that in their publick Capacity; and thereby led
them into abfurd and ridiculous Things, fuch as
the Building of Babel, and deifying and worfhip-
ing their Kings, when dead and rotten; idolizing
Beafls, Stocks, Stoncsyany Thingyand even Nothing s
and in a2 Word, when he manag’d Mankind juft
as he pleafed.

Now and from this Time forward he appeared
a weak, foolith, ignorant Devil, compar'd to -
what he was before; He was upon almoft every

" Occafion refifted, difappointed, baulk’d and de-
feared, efpecially in all his Attempts to thwart
or crofs the Miffion and Miniftry of the Meffial,
while he was upon Earth, and fometimes upon
other and very mean Occafions too.

And firft, how foolith a Projet was it, and
how below Satan’s celebrated Artifice inlike Cafes,
to put [Herod upon fending to kill the poor in-
nocent Children in Bethlebenz, in hopes to deftroy
the Infant 7 for I take it for granted, it was the

Devil
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Dewil put into Herod’s Thoughts that Executi-
on, how fimple and foolith {ocver; now we muft
allow him to be very ignorant of the Nativity
bimfelfy or elfe he might eafily have guided his
Friend Herod to the Place where the Infant was.

This fhews that eirber the Devil is in general
ignorant as we are, of what is to come m the
World, before it is really come to pafs; and con-
fequently can foretel nothing, no not fo much as
our famous old Alerlin or Mother Shipten didy or
elfe that great Event was hid from him by an im-
mediate Power fuperior to his, which 1 cannot
think neither, confidering how much he was con-
cern’d in ity and how certainly he knew that it
Wwas once to come to pafs.

But be that as it will, ’tis certain the Devi/
knew nothing where Chrift was born, or when;
nor was he able to diret Herod to find him out,
and therefore put him uponthat foolifh, as well as
cruel Order, to kill all the Children, that he might
be furc to deftroy the Mefiah among the reft.

The next fimple Step that the Dcvil took,
and indeed the moft foolith one that he could
ever be charg’d with, unworthy the very Dig-
nity of a Devil, and below the Underftanding
that he always was allow’d to aét with, was that
of coming to tempt the Mefiab in the Wilder-
nefs; it is certain, and he own’d it himfelf atter-
wards, upon many Occafions, that the Dewvil
knew our Saviour to be the Son of God; and
"tis as certain that he knew, that as fxch he could
have no Power or Advantage over him ; how
foolith then was it in him to attack him in that
Manner, #f thou beeft the Son of Gop? why he
knew him to be the Soz of Gop well enough;
he faid fo afterwards, £ know thee who thou art,
the boly One of Gon 5 how then could he be {o
weaka Devilas o fay, if zhou art, thendo foand /o 2

3 The
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The Cafe is plain, the Devil, tho’ he knew
him to be the Son of Gob, did not fully know
the Myftery of the Incarnation; nordid he know
how far the Zlnanition of Chrift extended, and
whether, as Man, he was not fubjett to fall as
Adam was, tho’ his referv’d Godhead might be
ftill immaculate and pure; and upon this Foot, as
he would leave no Method untried, he attempts
him three Times, one immediately after another;
but then, finding himfelf difappointed he fled.

This evidently proves that the Devil was igno-
rant of the great Myftery of Godlinefs, as 7Le
Test calls iz, God manifeft in the Flefh, and there~
fore made that foolifh Attemptupon Chrift, thifk-
ing to have conquer’d his human Nature as ca-
‘pable of Sin, which it was not; and at this Re-
pulfe Hell groan’d, the whole Army of regimen-
ted Devilsreceiv’d a Wound, and felt the Shock
- of it; ’twas a fecond Overthrow to them, they

had had a long Chain of Succefs, carried a devilifh
Conqueft over the greateft Part of the Creation
of Gop; but now they were cut:thort, the Seed
of the WWoman was now come to break the Sevpent’s
Head, that is, to cut thort his Power, to con-
tract the Limits of his Kingdom, and in a Word,
to dethrone him in the World : No doubt the
Devil receiv’d a Shock, for you find him always
afterward, crying out in a horrible Manner, when-
ever Chrift met with him, or elfe very humble
and fubmiflive, as when he begg’d leave to go into
the Herd of Swine, a Thing he has often done
fince.

Defeated here, the firft Stratagem I find him
concern’d in after it, was his entring into Fudas,
and putting him upon betraying Chrift to the
Chief Prieft; but here again he was entirely mif-
taken, for he did not fee, as much a Devil as be
was, what the Event would be ; but when he

Oz came
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came to know, that if Chrift was put to Death,
he would become a Propitiatory and be the great
Sacrifice of Mankind, fo to refcue the fallen Race
from that Death they had incurr’d the Peralty
of, by the Fall, that this was the fulfilling of
all Sgripture Prophefy, and that thus it was that
Chrift was to be the End of the Law; 1 fay, as
foon as he perceiv’d this, he ftrove all he could to
prevent ity and difturb’d Pilare’s Wife in her Sleep,
in order to fet her upon her Husband to hinder
his delivering him up to the Fews; for then, and
not till then, he knew how Chrift was to vanquith
Hell by the Power of his Crofs.

Thus the Dewvil was difappointed and expofed
in every Step he took, and as he now plainly
faw his Kingdom declining, and even the tem-
poral Kingdom of Chrift, rifing up upon the
Ruins of his (Satan’s) Power; he fcem’d toretreat
into hisown Region the Air, and to confult there
with his fzllow Devilsy what Meafures he thould
take next to preferve his Dominion among Men;
Here it was that he refolv’d upon that truly hel-
lith Thing call’d Perfecution, by which, zho> be
prov’d a fooliflh Devil in that too, he flatter’d him-
felf ‘he fhould be able to deftroy God's Church,
and root out its Profeflors from the Earth, even
almofl as {oon as it was eftablith’d ; whereas on the
contrary, Heaven counter-acted him there too,
and tho’ he arm’d the whole Roman Empire againtt
the Chriftians, zhat is fay, the whole World,
and they were fallen upon every where, with all
the Fury and Rage of fome of the moft flaming
Tyrants that the World ever faw, of whom Nero
was the firft; yet in {pight of Hell, Gop made all
the Blood, which the Devil caus’d to be fpilt, to
be femen Ecclefiey and the DEvir had the Morti-
fication to fee, that the Number of Chriftians en-
creafed ceven under the very Means he made ufe

of



of the DEVIL. 157

of to root them out and deftroy them : This
was the Cafe thro’ the Reign of all the Romar
Emperors, for the firft threc hundred Years after
Chritt.

Having thus tried all the Methods that beit
fuited his Inclination, I mean thofe of Blood and
Death, complicated with Tortures and all Kinds
of Cruelty, and that for fo long a Stage of Time
as above; the Devil all on a fuddain, as if glut-
ted with Blood, and fatiated with Deftrudtion,.
fits ftill and becomes a peaceable Spectator for a
good while; as if he either found himf{elf unable,
or had no Difpofition to hinder the Progrefs of
Chriftianity in the firft Ages of its Settlement
in the World : In this mnterval the Chriftian
Church was eftablifh’d under Confantine, Re-
ligion flourithed in Peace, and under the moft
perfet Tranquillity: The Dewvil feem’dtobe at a
Lofs what he fhould do next, and Things began
to look as if Satan’s Kingdom was at an End ; but
he foon let them {ee that he was the fame indefa-
tigable Devil that ever he was, and the Profperi-
ty of the Church’gave him a large Field of Ac-
tion; for knowing the Difpofition of Mankind to
Quarrel and Difpute, the univerfal Paffion rooted
in Nature, efpecially among the Church-Men
for Precedency and Dominion, he fell to work
with them immediately ; fo that turning theTables,
and reafluming the Subtilty and Craf,, which, I
fay, he feem’d to have loft in the former four
hundred Years, he gain’d more Ground in the
next Ages of the Church, and went farther to-
wards reftoring his Power and Empire in the
World, and towards overthrowing that very
Church which was fo lately eftablifh’d, than all
he had done by Fire and Blood before.

His Policy now feem’d to be edg’d with Re-
fentment for the Miftakes he had made; 25 if the

O3 Devil
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Devil looking back with Anger at himfelf, to fee
what a Fool he had been to expet to cruth Re-
ligion by Perfecution, rcjoyc’d for having difco-
ver'd that Liberty and Dominion was the only
way to ruin the Church, not Fire and Faggot;
and that he had nothing to do but to give the
zealous People their utmoft Liberty in Religion,
only fowing Error and Variety of Opinion among
them, and they would bring Fire and Faggot in
fait enough among themfelves.

It muft be contefs’d thefe were devilith Poli-
ticks; and fo fure was the Aim, and f{o ceftain
was the Devil to hit his Mark by them, that we
find he not only did not fail then, but the fame
hellith Methods have prevail’d ftill, and will do
fo to the End of the World. Nor had the De-
vil ever a better Game to play than this, for the
Ruin of Religion, as we fhall have room to
thew in many Examples, befides that of the Dif-
fenters in England, who are evidently weaken’d by
the late Toleration: Whether the Dewil had any
hand in baiting his Hook with an A--- of Parlia-
“ . ment or no, Hiftory is filent, but ’tis too evident

“he has catch’d the Fifh by it; and if the honeft
Church of England does not in Pity and Chriftian
Charity to the Diffenters, ftraighten her Hand
a little, I cannot but fear the Devil will gain his
Point, and the Diffenter will be undone by it.

Upon this new foot of Politicks the Dewil
began with the Emperors themfelves :  Arius,
the Father of the Hereticks of that Age, having
broach’d his Opinions, and Arhanafius the ortho-
dox Bifhop of the Fait oppofing him, the Devii
no fooner {aw the Door open to Strife and Impo-
{ition, but he thruft himfelf in, and raifing the
Quarrel up to a fuited Degree of Rage and Spleen,
he involv’d the good Emperor himfelf in it firft,
and Arhanafus was banifh'd and recall’d, and gaé

‘ ' nifh’
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nifh'd and recall'd again, feveral times, as Error
ran high, and as the Dewil either got or loft
Ground : Atter Conflantine, the next Emperor
was a Child of his own, (Arian) and then
the Court came all into the Quarrel, as Courts
often 'do, and then the Arians and the Qrthodox
perfecuted one another as furioudly as the Pagans
perfecuted them all before. To fuch a Height
the Dewvil brought his Conquett in the very In-
fancy of the Queftion, and fo much did he pre-
vail over the true Chriftianity of the Primitive
Church, even before they had enjoy’d the Li-
berty of the pure Worthip twenty Yecars.

Flufh’d with this Succefs, the Devi/ made ore
Pufh for the reftoring Paganifm, and bringing on
the old Worfhip of the Heathen Idols and Tem-
ples; but like our King Hames 11. he drove too
hard, and Fulian had fo provok’d the whole Ro-
man Ewmpire, which was generally at that time
become Chriftian, that had the Apoftate liv’d,
he would not have been able to have held the
Throne ; and as he was cut off in his Begin-
ning, Pagani{m expir'd with him, and the Devs/
himfelf might have cry’d out, as Fzliaw did,
and with much more Propriety, Ficiffi Gali--
leane.

Fovian, the next Emperor, being a glorious
Chriftian, and a very good and great Man, the
Dewil abdicated for a while, and left the Chrifti-
an Armies to re-eftablifh the Orthodox Faiths;
nor could he bring the Chriftians to a Breach
again among themfelves a great while after.

However, Time and a diligent Devil did the
Work at laft, and when the Emperors concern-
ing themfelves one way or other, did not appear
fufficient to anfwer his End, he chang’d Hands
again, and went to work with the Clergy: To

fet the Doctors effectually together by the Ears, he
O 4 threw
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threw in the new Notion of Primacy among
them, for a Bone of Contention; the Bait took,
the Priefts {wallow’d it eagerly down, and the
Devily a cunninger Fitherman than ever St. Peter
was, flruck them (as the Anglers callit) with a
quick Hand, and hung them faft upon the Hook.

Having them thus in his Clutches, and they
bcing now, as we may fay, his own, they took
their Meatures afterwards from him, and moft
obediently follow’d his Direétions; nay, I will
not {ay but he may have had pretty much the
Management of the whole Society ever fince, of
what Profeflion or Party foever they may have
been, with Exception only to the Reverend and
Right Reverend among our felves.

The Sacred, as above, being thus hook’d in,
and the DEevir being at the Head of their Af-
fairs, Matters went on moft glorioufly his own
wav ; firft, the Bifhops fell to bandying and Party-
making for the Superiority, as heartily as ever
Temporal Tyrants did for Dominion, and took as
black and devilifh Methods to carry it on, as the
worft of thofe Tyrants ever had done before
them.

At laft Saran declar’d for the Roman Pontiff,
and that upon excellent Conditions, in the Reign
of the Emperor Mauaritius; for Bowiface, who
had long contended for the Title of Supreme,
fcil mto a Treaty with Phocas, Captain of the
Fmwperor’s Guards 3 whether the Bargain was
trom Hell or not, let any one judge, the Condi-
tions abfolutely entitle the Dewil to the Honour
of making the Contraét, viz. That Phocas firlt
murthering his Mafter (the Emperor) and his Sons,
Boniface fhould countenance the Treafon, and
declare him Emperor 3 and in Return, Phocas
thould acknowledge the Primacy of the Church
of Rumey and declare Bowiface univerfal Bifhop.

A blef~
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A blefled Compat! which at once fet the Devil
at the Head of Affairs in the Chriftian World,
as well Spiritual as Temporal, Ecclefiaftick and
Civil. Since the Conqueft over Eve in Para-
dife, by which Death and the Devir, Hand ia
Hand, eftablifh’d their firft Empire upon Earth,
the Devil never gain’d a more important Point
than he gain’d at this time. :

He had indeed profpered in his Affairs tolerably
well for fome time before this, and his Intereft
among the Clergy had got Ground forfome Ages;
but that was indeed a fecret Management, was
carricd on privately, and with Difhculty; as in
fowing Difcord and Fation among the People,
perplexing the Councils of their Princes, and fe-
cretly wheedling in with the dignified Clergy.

Alfo he had raifed abundance of little Church-
Rebellions, by fetting up Hereticks of feveral
Kinds, and raifing them Favourers among the
Clergy, fuch as Ebion, Cerinthius, Pelagius, and
others.

He had drawn in the Bithops of Rome to fet
up the ridiculous Pageantry of the Kevy; and
while he, the DeviL, fet open the Gates of Hell
to them all, fet them upon locking up the Gates
of Heaven, and giving the Bifhop the Key; a
Cheat which, as grofs as it was, the DeviL {o
gilded over, or fo blinded the Age to receive it,
that like Gideon’s Ephod, all the Catholick World
went a whoring after the Idol ; and the Bithop
of Rome fent more Fools to the Devil by it than
ever he pretended to let into Heaven, though he
open’d the Door as wide as his Key was able to
do. ’

The Story of this Key being given to the Bi-
thop of Rome by St. Peter, (who, by the way,
never had it himfelf,) and of its being loft by
Somebody or other, (the Devil it feems did noﬁ

3 tell
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tell them who) and its being found again by a
Lombard Soldier in the Army of King Antharis,
who attempting to cut it with his Knife, was
miraculoufly forced to dire€t the Wound to him-
felf, and cut his own Throat ; that King Autharis
and his Nobles happened to fee the Fellow doit,
and were converted to Chriftianity by it, and that
the King fent the Key, with another made like
it, to Pope Pelagius, then Bithop of Rome, who
thereupon affum’d the Power of opening and
fhutting Heaven’s Gates; and he afterwards fei-
ting a Price or Toll upon the Entrance, as we
do here at paffing a Turn-pike ; thele fine things,
1 fay, were {uccelsfully managed for fome Years
before this Iam now {peaking of, and the Devil
got a great deal of Ground by it too; but now
he triumph’d openly, and having fet up a Mur-
therer upon the temporal Throne, and a Church
Emperor upon the Ecclefiaftic Throne, and both
of his own choofing, the Dewvil may be faid to
begin his new Kingdom from this Epocha, and
call it the Refloration.

Since this time indeed the Devil's Affairs went
very merrily on, and the Clergy brought fo ma-
ny Gewgaws into their Worfhip, and {uch devilith
Principles were mixt with that which we call'd
the Chriftian Faith, that in a Word, from this
Time the Bithop of Rome commenc’d #hore of
Babylon, in all the moft exprefs Terms that could
be imagin’d : Tyranny of the worft fort crept
into the Pontificate, Errors of all forts inte
the Profeflion, and they proceeded from one
thing to another, till the very Popes, for {o the
Bithop of Rome was now called, by way of Di-
ftinétion; 1 fay, the Popes themfelves, their {pi-
ritual Guides, profefs’d openly to confederate with
the Devil, and to carry on a perfonal and private
Correfpondence with him at the fame time, taks

mng
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ing upon them the Title of Chrift’s Vicar, and
the infallible Guide of the Confciences of Chri~
{tians.

This we have fundry Inftances of in fome merry
Popes,who, if Fame lies notywere Sorcerers, Magici-
ans, had familiar Spirits, and immediate Conver-
fation with the Devil, as well vifibly as invifibly,
and by this means became what we call Dewsls
incarnate : Upon this account it is that I have
left the Converfation that pafles between Dewvils
and Men to this Place, as well becaufe I believe
it differs much now in his modern State, from
what 1t was in his antient State, and therefore
that which moft concerns us belongs rather to
this part of his Hiftory ; as alfo becaufe, as I am
now writing to the prefent Age, T choofe to bring
the moft fignificant Parts of his Hiftory, cfpeci-
ally as they relate to our felves, into that Part of
Time that we are moft concern’d in.

The Devil had once, as 1 obferv’d before, the
univerfal Monarchy or Government of Mankind
in himfelfy and I doubt not but in that flourith-
ing State of his Affairs, he governed them like
what he is (viz.) anabfolute T'yrant ; during this
Theocracy of his, for Satanis call’'d the God of this
Worldy he did not familiarize himfelf to Man-
kind fo much, as he finds Occafion to do now,
there was not thenfo much need of it; he govern-
cd then with an abfolute Sway; he had his Ora-
cles, where he gave Audience to his Votaries
like a Deity, and he had his Sub-Gods, who un-
der his feveral Difpofitions receiv’d the Homage
of Mankind in their Names; fuch were all the
Rabble of the Heathen Deities, from Fupiter the
Supreme, to the Lares or Houthold Gods of every
Family; thefe, I fay, like Refidents, received the
Proftrations, but the Homage was all Satan’s; the
Devil had the Subftance of it all, which was the
Idolatry. ’ O During
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" During this Adminiftration of Hell, there was
lels Witchcraft, lefs true literal Magick than there
hac been fince ; there was indeed no need of it,
the Devir did not ftoop to the Mechanifm of
his more modern Operations, but rul'd as a Deity,
and receiv’d the Vows and the Bows of his Subjccts
in-more State, and with more Solemnity ; whereas
firce that, he is content to employ more Agents’
and take more Pains himfelf too; now he runs up
and down Hackney in the World, more like a
Drudge than a Prince, and much more than he
did then. )

Hence all thofe Things we call Apparitions and
Vifions of Ghofls, Familiar-Spirits and Dealings
with the Devil, of which there is fo great a Va-
riety in the Worldat this Time, were not fo much
known among the People, in thofe firft Ages of
the Devil’'s Kingdom ; 7% 4 7#0rd, the Devil feems
to be put to his Shifts, and to fly to Art and
Stratagem for the carrying on his Affairs, much
‘more now than he did then.

One Reafon for this may be, that he has been
more difcover’d and expos’d in thefe Ages, than
he was before; thenhe could appear in the World
in hisown proper Shapes, and yet not be known;
when the Sons of Gop appear’d at the divine
Summons, Satan came along with them ; but now
he has plaid fo many fcurvy Tricks upon Men, and
they know him fo well, that he is oblig’d to play
quite out of fight and at in difguife ; Mankind
will allow nothing of his doing, and hear no-
thing of his faying, in his own Name; and if you

ropofe any Thing to be done, and it be but faid
the Dewil 1s to help in the doing it, or if you fay
of any Man he deals with the Dewil, or the Devil
has a Hand in it, every Body flics him and fhuns
him, as themoft frightful Thing in the World.

Nay,
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Nay, if any Thing ftrange and improbable be
done or related to be done, we prefently fay the
Dewil was at the doing it: Thus the great Ditch
at Newmarket Heath, is call'd the Devil’s Ditch 3
fo the Dewvil built Crowland Abby, andthe Whif-
pering-Place in Gloucefier Cathedral ; nay, the
Cave at Caftleton, only becaufe there’s no getting

~to the farther End of it,is call’d the Devil’s A
and the like: The poor People of Wiltfhire, when
you ask them how the great Stones at Sronebenge
were brought thither ? they’ll all tell you the De-~
vil brought them: If any Mifchief extraordinary
befalls us, we prefently fay the Devil was m it,
and the Devil would have it fo ; in 2 Word, the
Devil has got an ill Name among us, and fo he
is fain to a& more in Tenebris, more incog. than
he ufed to do, play out of fight himfelf,and work
by the Sap, as the Engineers call it,and not open-
?' and avowedly in his own Name and Perfon, as

ormetly, tho’ perhaps not with lefs Succefs than

he did before; and this leads me to enquire more
narrowly into the manner of the Devil’'s Manage-
ment ot his Affairs fince the Chriftian Religion
began to fpread in the World, which manifeftly
differs from his Conduét in more antient Times;
in which if wedifcover fome of the moft confum-
mate Fool's Policy, the moft profound fimple
Craft, and the moft fubtle fhallow Management
of Things that can by our weak Underftandings
be conceiv’d, we muft only refolve it into ths,
shat in fhort it is the DeviL.

Cruar.
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Cuapr I

Of Hell as it is reprefented to us, and how
the Devil is to be underftood, as being per-
Sonally in Hell, when ar the fame Time
we find him at Liberty ranging over the
World.

T is true, as that learn’d and pleafant Author, the
inimitable Dr. Browsn fays, the Devil is his own
Hell ; one of the moft conftituting Parts of his In-
felicity is, that he cannot act upon Mankind frevi
Manu, by his own inherent Power, as well as Rage;
that he cannotunhinge this Creation, which, a5 7
have obferv’din its Place, he had the utmoft Averfi-
on to from its Beginning, as it was a ftated Defign
in the Creator to fupply his Place in Heaven with
a new Species of Beings call'd Man, and fill the
Vacancies occafion’d by his Degeneracy and Re-
bellion. :

This fill’d him with Rage inexpreflible, and
horrible Refolutions of Revenge, and the Impof-
fibility of executing thofe Refolutions torments
him with Defpair ; this added to what he was
before, makes him a compleat Devily, with a Hell
i his own Breaft, and a Fire unquenchable burn-
ing about his Heart.

I might enlarge here, and very much to the
Purpofe, in defcribing fpherically and mathemati-
cally that exquifite Quality call’d @ devilifh Spi-
7if, in which 1t would naturally occur to give you
a whole Chapter upon the glorious Articles of
Malice and Envy, and efpecially upon that lufcious,
delightful, triumphant Paffion call'ld REVENGE;
how natural to Man, nay even to both Sexes ;
how pleafant in the very Contemplation, tho’

therc
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there be not juft at that Time a Power of Exe-
cution ; how palatable it is in it felf; and how
well it relifhes when difh’d up with its proper
Sauces, fuch as Plot, Contrivance, Scheme, and
Confederacy, all leading on to Execution: How
it pofleffes a human Soul in all the moft fenfible
Parts ; how it empowers Mankind to fin in I-
magination, as effeCtually to all future Intents
and Purpofes (Damnation) as if he had finned
atually : How fafe a Practice it is too, as to Pu-
nithment in this Lifc, namely, that it empowers
us to cut Throats clear of the Gallows, to flan-
der Virtue, reproach Innocence, wound Honour
and ftab Reputation; and in 2 Word, to do all
the wicked Things in thc World, out of the
Reach of the Law. 2
It would alfo require fome few Words to de-
{cribe the fecret Operations of thofe nice Quali-
ties when they rcach the human Soul ; how ef-
fectually they form a Hell within us, and how
imperceptibly they aflimilate and transform us in-
to Devils, meer human Devils, as really Dewvils as
Satan himfclf, orany of his Angels ; and that there-
fore ’tis not fo much out of the Way, as fome
imagine, to fay, fuch a Man is an incarnate Devil 5
for as Crime made Satan a Devi/, who was before
a bright immortal Seraph, or Angel of Light 5 how
much more eafily may the fame Crime make zhbe
Jame DeviL, tho’ every Way meaner and more
contemptible, of @ Man or a Woman either? But
this is too grave a Subject for me at this Time.
The Devil being thus, I fay, fird with Rage
and Envy, in confequence of his Jealoufy upon
the Creation of Man, his Torment is encreafed
to the higheft by the Limitation of his Power,
and his being forbid to aét againft Mankind by
Force of Arms; this is, I fay, part of his Hell,
which, as above, is within him, and which he
carries
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carries with him wherever he goes ; nor is it fo
difficult to conceive of Hel/y or of the Dewvil,
either under this juft Defcription, as it is by all
the ufual Notions that we are taught to enter-
tain of them, by (the old Women) our Inftruc-
tors; for every Man may, by taking but a com-
mon View of himfelf, and making ajuft Scrutiny
into his own Paflions, onfome of their particular
Excurfions, {fee a He// within himfelf, and himfelf a
meer Devil as long as the Inflammation lafts; and
that as really, and to all Intents and Purpofes, as if
he had the Angel (Satan) before his Face, in hisLo-
cality and Perfonality 5 that is to fay, all Devil
and Monfter in his Perfon, and an immaterial but
intenfe Fire flaming about and from within him,
at all the Pores of his Body.

The Notions we receive of the Devil, as @ Per-
Jon being in Hell as a Place, are infinitely abfurd
and ridiculous ; the firft we are certain is not true
in Fadt, becaufe he has a certain Liberty, (however
&imited that is not to the Purpofe) is daily vifible,
and to be trac’d in his feveral Attacks upon Man-
kind, and has been fo ever fince his firlt Appear-
ance in Paradife 5 as to his corporal Vifibility
that is not the prefent Queftion neither ; ’tis
enough that we can hunt him by the Foot, that
we can follow him as Hounds do a Fox upon a
hot Scent: We can fec him as plainly by the Ef-
fe&t, by the Mifchief he does, and more by the
Mifchief he puts us upon doing, [ fay, as plainly,
as if we faw him by the Eye.

It is not to be doubted but the Dewil can fee us
when and where we cannot fee him : and as he
has a Perfonality, tho’ it be fpirituous, he and his
Angels too may be rcafonably fuppofed to inhabit
the World of Spirits, and to have free Accefs from
thence to the Regions of Life, and to pafs and
repafs in the Air, as really, tho’ not perceptible to

us,
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us, as the Spirits of Men do after their releafe
from the Body, pafs to the Place (wherever that
1s) which is appointed for them. .

If the Devil was confin’d to a Place (Hell) as a
Prifon, he could then have no Bufinefs here ; and
if we pretend to defcribe He/ly as not a Prifon,
but that the Devil has Liberty to be there, or not
be there as he pleafed, then he would certainly
never be there, or Hel/ is not {fuch a Place as we
are taught to underftand it to be.

Indeed according to fome, Fell fhould be a
Place of Fire and Torment to the Souls that are
caft into ir, but not to the Devils themfelves
who we make little more or lefs than keepers and
Turnkeys to Hell, as a Goal; that they are
fent about to bring Souls thither, lock them in
when they come, and then away upon the Scent
to fetch more: That one Sort of Dewvils are made
to live in the World among Men, and to be buly
continually debauching and deluding Mankind
bringing them as it were to the Gates of Hell,
and then another Sort arc Porters and Carriers
to fetch them in.

This is, 7z fhort, little more or lefs than the old
Story of Pluto, of Cerberusy and of Charon ; only
that our Tale is not half fo well told, nor the
Parts of the Fable fo well laid together.

In allthefe Notions of Hell and Devil, the Tor-.
meants of the firft, and the Agency of the laft
Tormenting, we meet with not one Word of
the main and perhaps only Accent of Horror,
which belongs to us to judge of about Hell, I
mean the Abfence of Heaven ; Expulfion, and
Exclufion from the Prefence and Face of the
chief Ultimate, the only eternal and fufficient
Good ; and this lofs fuftain’d by a fordid Neglect
of our Concern in that excellent Part, in ex-

change for the moft contemptible and juftly con-
P demn’d
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demn’d Trifles, and all this eternal and irreco-
verable : Thefe People tell us nothing of the eter-
nal Reproaches of Confcience, the Horror of Def-
peration, and the Anguifh of a Mind hopelefs
of ever feeing the Glory, which alone conttitutes
Heaven, and which makes all other Places dread-
tul, and even Darknefs it {elf.

And this brings me direttly to the Point in
Hand, (viz.) the State of that Hell which we ought
to have in view when we {peak of the Devi/ as
in Hell : 'This is the very Hell, which is the Tor-
ment of the Dewil; in fhort, the Devil is in HeLL,
and HerL is in the Devil 3 he is fill’'d with this
unquenchable Fire, he is expel’d the Place of
Glory, banifh’d from the Regions of Light, -
Abfence from the Life of all Beatitude is his
Curfe, Defpair is the reigning Paffion in his Mind,
and all the little Conftituent Parts of his Tor-
ment, fuch as Rage, Envy, Malice, and Jealoufy
are confolidated in this, to make his Mifery com-
pleat, (wiz.) the Duration of it all, the Eternity of
his Condition; that he is without Hope, with-
out Redemption, without Recovery.

If any thing can inflame this He// and make it
hotter, ’tis this only, and this does add an inex-
preflible Horror to the Devil himfclf; namely, the
feeing Man (the only Creaturc he hates) placed
in a Statc of Recovery, a glorious Eftablithment
of Redemption form’d for him in Heaven, and the
Scheme of it perfected on Earth 5 by which #bis
Man, tho’ eventhe Devil by his Art may have de-
luded him, and drawn him into Crime, is yetina
State of Recovery, which the Devil is not ; and
that it is not in his (Sazan’s) Power to prevent it :
Now take the Devil as he is in his own Nature
Angelic, a bright immortal Seraph, Heaven-born,
and having tafted the eternal Beatitude, which
thefe are appointed to enjoy ; the Lofs of that

4 State
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State to himfelf; the Pofleflion of it granted to his
Rival tho” wicked like and as himfelt; I fay, take
the Devil as he is, having a quick Senfe of his own
Perdition, and a ftinging Sight of his Rival’s Fe-
licity, ’tis Hell enough, and more than enough,
even for an Angel to fupport 3 nothing we can
conceive can be worfe.

As to any other Fire than this, fuch and fo im-
materially intenfe as to Torment a Spirit, which
is it felf Fire alfo 5 I will not fay it cannot be,
becaufe to Infinite every Thing is poflible, but
I mutt {ay, I cannot conceive rightly of it.

I will not enter here into the Wifdom or Rea-
{fonablenefs of reprefenting the Torments of Hell
to be Fire, and that Fire to be 2 Commixture of
Flame and Sulphur; it has pleafed God to let
the Horror of thofe eternal Agonies about 4 /off
Heawven, be laid before us by thofe Similitudes or
Allegories, which are moft moving to our Senfesand
to our Underftandings; nor will 1 difpute the Pofli-
bility ; much lefs will { doubt but that thereis tobe
a Confummation of Mifery to all the Objeéts of
Mifery when the Devil’s Kingdom in this World
ending with the World it felf, that Liberty he
has now may be farther abridg’d ; when he may be
rcturn’d to the {fame State he was in between the
Time of his Fall and the Creation of the World;
with perhaps fome additional Vengeance on him,
{uch as at prefent we cannot defcribe, for all that
Treafon and thofe high Crimesand Mifdemeanours
which he has been guilty of here, in his Conver-
fation with Mankind.

As his Infelicity will be then confummated and
compleated, fo the Infelicity of that Part of Man-
kind, who arc condemn’d with him, may receive
a confiderable Addition from thofe Words in their
Sentence, tobe tormented with the Devil and his

P2 Angels s
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«Angels 3 for as the Abfence of the {fupreme Good
1s a compleat Hell, {o the hated Company of the
Deceiver, who was the great- Caufc of his Ruine,
muft bea Subjeét of additional Horror, and he will
be always faying, as a Scots Gentleman, who died
of his Excefles, faid to the famous Dr. P .
who came to fce him on his Death-bed, but had
been too much his Companion in'his Lifec,

O tu fundamenta jecifti

I would not treat the very Subject it {elf with
any Indecency, nor do I think my Opinion of
that Hell, which I fay confifts in the Abfence of
him, inwhom is Heaven, one Jot lefs folemn than
theirs who belicve it all Fire and Brimflone ; but I
muft own, that to me nothing can be more ridi-
culous than the Notions that we entertain and
fill our Heads with about Hel/y and about the De-
@il’s being there tormenting of Souls, broiling
them upon Gridirons, hanging them up upon
Hooks, carrying them upon their Backs, and the
like, with the feveral Pictures of [ell, repre-
fented by a great Mouth with horrible Teeth, gap-
ing likea Cave on the Sides of a Mountain ; fup-
pole that appropriated to Satan in the Peak, which
indeed is not much unlike ity with a Stream of
Fire coming out of it, as there i1s of Water,
and {maller Devils going and coming continually
i and out, to fetch and carry Souls the Lord
knows whither, und for the Lord knows what.

Thefe Things, however intended for Terror,
are indecd fo ridiculous, that the Devi/ himfelf, to
be fure, mocks at them, and a Man of Senfe can
bardly refrain doing the like, only I avoid it, be-
caufe I would not give offence to weaker Heads.

However,
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However, I muft not Compliment the Brains
of other Men, at the Expence of my own, or
ralk Nonfenfe becaufe they can underftand no
other 5 I think all thefe Notions and Reprefenta-
tions of Hell and of the Dewil, to be as prophane
as they are ridiculous, and I ought no more to
talk prophancly than merrily of them.

Let us learn to talk of thefe Things then, as
we fhould do ; and as we really cannot deferibe
them to our Reafon and Underftanding, why
thould we delcribe them to our Senfes ; we had,
I think, much better not defcribe them at ally that
is to fay, not attempt it: The blefled Apoftle St.
Paul was, as he faid himfelf; carried up, or caught
up into the third Heaven, yet when he came
down again, he could neither tell what he heard
or defcribe what he was 5 all he could fay of it
was, that what he heard was inuticrable, and
what he faw was Znconceivable. :

It is the famec thing as to the State of the
Dewil in thofe Regions which he now pofiefles,
and where he now more particularly inhabits; my
prefent Bufinefs then is not to enter into thofe
grave Things fo as to make them ridiculous, as
I think moft People do that talk of them ; but
as the Dewil, let his Refidence be where it willy
has evidently free Leave to come and go, not
into this World only 5 (1 mean, the Region of our
Atmofphere, ) but for ought we know, to all the
other inhabited Worlds which God has made,
where-ever they are, and by whatfoever Names
they are or may be known or diftinguithed ; for
if he is not confined in one Place, we have no
Reafon to believe he is excluded from any Place,
Heaven only excepted, from whence he was ex-
pell’d for his Treafon and Rebellion.

His Liberty then being thus afcertain’d, three
Things feem to be material for us to give an Ac-

P3 count
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count of, in order to form this Part of his Hif~
tory.

1. What his Bufinefs is on this Globe of Earth

which we vulgarly call the World, how
he acts among us, what Affairs Mankind and
he have together, and how far his Conduct
here relates to Us, and Ours is, or may be
influenc’d by him.

. Where his Principal Refidence is, and whe-
ther he has not a particular Empire of his
own, to which he retreats upon proper
Qccafions; where he entertains his Friends
when they come under his particular Admi-
‘niftration 3 and where, when he gets any
Victory over his Encmies, he carries his Pri-
{oners of War. .

. What may probably be the great Bufinefs
this black Emperor has at prefent upon his
Hands, either in this World or out of it,
and by what Agents he works.

9

e

As thefe Things may perhaps runpromifcuoufly
thro’ the Courfe of this whole Work, and fre-
qluently be touch’d at under other Branches of
the Devil’s Hiftory, fo I do not propofe them as
Heads of Chapters or Particular Sections, for the
Order of Difcourfe to be handled apart 5 for (by
the way) as Satan’s Actings have not been the
moft regular Things in the World, fo in our
Difcouré about him, it muft not be expetted that
we can always tie our felves down to Order and
Regularity, cither as to Time, or Place, or Per-
fons 3 for Satan being hic (& ubique, a loofe un-
govern’d Fellow, we muft be eontent to trace
him where we can find him.

It is true, in the foregoing Chapter, I thew’d
you the DeviL entred into the Herd Eccl_cﬁaﬁické

an
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and gave you fome Account of the firft {uccefsful
Step he took with Mankind finee the Chriftian
Epocha; how having fecretly managed both
Temporal and Spiritual Power apart, and by
themfelves, he now united them in Point of Ma-
nagement, and brought the Church Ufurpation
and the Army’s Ufurpation together ; the Pope to
blefs the General in depofing and murthering his
Mafter the Emperor ;5 and the General to recog-
nife the Pope in dethroning his Mafter Chritt
efus.

4 From this time forward you are to allow the
Dewvil a myftical Empire in this World 5 not an
Aétion of Moment done without him, not a
Treafon but he has a Hand in it, not a Tyrant
but he prompts him, not a Government but he
has a=—in it ; not a2 Fool but he tickles him,
not a Knave but he guides him 5 he has a Finger
in every Fraud, a Key to every Cabinet, from tlhie
Divan at Conftantinople, to the Miffiffipi in France,
and to the South-Sea Cheats at ------- ; from
the firft Attack upon the Chriftian World, in the
Perfon of the Romifh Antichrifty, down to the
Bull Unigenitus 5 and from the Mixturc of St. Pe-
ter and Confucius in China, to the Holy Office
in Spain 3 and down to the Emlins and Dodwells
of the current Age.

How he has managed, and does manage, and
how in all Probability he will manage till his
Kingdom fhall come to a Period, and how at
laft he will probably be managed himfelf, Ex-
quire withiny and you fhall know farther.

P4 Cuar.
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Cmuap I

Of the Manner of Satan’s alling and carry-
ing on his Affarrs in this World, and par-
ticularly of his ordinary Workings in the
dark, by Pofieflion and Agitation.

THE DeviL being thus reduc’d to alt upon
Mankind by Stratagem only, it remains to
caquire how he performs, and which way he di-
rects his Attacks ; the Faculties of Man are a
kind of a Garrifon in a ftrong Caftle, which as
they defendit on the one hand under the Command
of the reafoning Power of Man’s Soul, fo they
are prefcribed on the other hand, and can’t fally
out without Leave; for the Governor of a Fort
does not permit his Soldiers to hold any Corre-
fpondence with the Enemy, without fpecial Or-
der and Dire¢tion. Now the great Enquiry be-
fore us is, How comes the Devir to a Parley
with us? how does he converfe with our Senfes,
and with the Underftanding ? How docs he reach
us, which way does he come at the Affections,
and which way does he move the Paflions ? "Tis
a little difficult to difcover this treafonable Corre-
{pondence, and that Difficulty is indeed the Devil’s
Advantage, and, for ought I {ee, the chief Ad-
vantage he has over Mankind.

Itisalfo a great Enquiry here, whether the Devil
knows our Thoughts or no? If [ may give my
Opinion, 1 am with thenegative ; I deny that he
knows any thing of our Thoughts, except of
thofe Thoughts which he puts us upon thinking,
tor I will not doubt but he has the Art to inject
Thoughts, and to revive dormant Thoughts in us:
It is not fo wild a Scheme as fome take it to Ibe,

S that
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that Mr. Milton lays down, to reprefent the Devil
injecting corrupt Defires and wandring Thoughts
into the Head of Eve, by Dreams, and that he
brought her to Dream whatever he put into her
Thoughts, by whifpering to her vocally when
the was afleep ; and to this End, he imagines the
Deviv laying himfelf clofe to her Ear, in the
Shape of a Toad, when fhe was faft afleep; I
fay, this isnot fo wild a Scheme, fecing even
now, if you can whifper any thing clofe to the
Ear of a Perfon in a deep Sleep, fo as to fpeak
diftintly to the Perfon, and yet not awaken him,
as has been frequently tried, the Perfon fleeping
fhall dream diftinétly of what you fay to him;
nay, fhall drecam the very Words you fay.

We have then no more to ask, but how the
DEevir can convey himfelf to the Ear of a fleep-
ing Perfon, and it 1s granted then that he may have
Power to make us dream what he pleafes : But
this is not all, for if he can fo forcibly, by his
invifible Application, caufe us to dream, what he
pleates, why can he not with the fame Facility
prompt our Thoughts, whether f{leeping or
waking ? To dream, is nothing elfe but to think
fleeping ; and we have abundance of deep-headed
Gentlemen among us, who give us ample Tefli-
mony that they dream waking.

But if the DevIL can prompt us to dream,
that is to fay, to think, yet if he does not know
our Thoughts, how then can he tell whether
the Whifper had its Effect ? The anfwer is plain,,
the DeviL, like the Angler, baits the Hoak, if
the Fifh bite he lies ready to take the Advantage,
he whifpers to the Imagination, and then waits
to fce how it works; as Naomi {aid to Rarh,
Chap. iii. ¢, 18. Sit flill, my Daughtery until thou
know how the Matter will fall, for the Man will
702 be at reft wntil be bave finifhed the thing. Tllllus
: when
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when the Deviv had whifper’d to Eve in her
Sleep, according to Milton, and fuggefted Mifchief
to her Imagination, he only fat {tll to fee how
the Matter would work, for he knew if it took
with hery he fhould hear more of it; and then
by finding her alone the next Day, without her
ordinary Guard her Husband, he prefently con-
cluded the had {wallowed the Bait, and fo at-
tack’d her afrefh.

A {mall deal of Craft, and lefs by far than we
have reafon to believe the Devil is Mafter of, will
ferve todifcover whether fuch and fuch Thoughts
as he knows he has fuggefted, have taken Place
or no 3 the Ation of the Perfon prefently difco-
vers it, at leaft to him that lies always upon the
Watch, and has every Word, every Gefture, e~
very Step we take fubfequent to his Operation,
open to him ; it may therefore, for ought we
know, be a fgrcat: Miftake, and what moft of us
are guilty of, to tell our Dreams to one another
in the Morning, after we have been difturb’d with
them in the Night; for if the Dewvil converfes
with us fo infenfibly as fome are of the Opinion
he does, that is to fay, if he can hear as far as
we can fee, we may be telling our Story to him
indeed, when we think we are only talking to
one another.

This brings me moft naturally to the impor-
tant Enquiry, whether the Devi/ can walk about
the World invifibly or no? The Truth is, this
1s no queftion to me; for as I have taken away
his Vifibility already, and have denied him all
Prefcience of Futurity too, and have prov’d he
cannot know our Thoughts, nor put any Force
upon Perfons or Aétions, if we fhould take away
his Invifibility too, we thould #udevil him ?uite,
to all Intents and Purpofes, as to any Milchiet

he could do ; nay,it would banifh him the Worldg
and
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and he might €’en go and feck his Fortune fome
where elfe ; for if he could neither be vifible or
invifible, neither act in publick or in private, he
could neither have Bufinefs or Being in this
‘Sphere, nor could we be any way concern’d with
him.

The Dewil therefore moft certainly has a Power
and Liberty of moving about in this World, af-
ter fome manner or another 5 this is verify’'d as well
by way of Allegory, as by way of Hiftory, in
the Scripture it felt'; and as the firft ftrongly
fuggefts and fuppofes it to be fo, the laft pofi-
tively afferts it; and, not to croud this Work
with Quotations from a Book which we have
not much to do with in the Devil’s Story, at
leaft not much to his Satisfaction, 1 only hint his
perfonal Appearance to our Saviour in the Wil-
dernefs, where it is faid, zbe Devil taketh him up
to an exceeding high Mountain 5 and in another
Place, the Devil departed from bim. 'What Shape
or Figure he appear’d in, we do not find men-
tioned, but I cannot doubt his appearing to him
there, any more than I can his talking to our Sa-
viour in the Mouths, and with the Voices of the
feveral Perfons who were under the terrible Af-
fli€tion of an actual Poffeflion.

Thefe Things leave us no room to doubt of
what is advanced above, namely, that he, (the
Devil) has a certain Refidence, or Liberty of
refiding in, and moving about upon the Surface of
this Earth, as well as mn the Compafs of the At-
mofphere, vulgarly call'd the Air,1n fome manner
or other: That is the general.

It remains to enquire into the manner, which I
refolve into two Kinds

1. Ordinary, which 1 fuppofe to be his invi-
fible Motions as a Spirit 3 under which Con-
{ideration
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fideration I fuppofc him to have an uncou-
fin'd, unlimited, unreftrain’d Liberty, as to
the manner of acting ; and this cither in
Perfons, by Pofleflion; or in Things, by A~
gitation.

2. Extraordinary 3 which I underftand to be
his Appearances in borrowed Shapes and Bo-
dies, or Shadows rather of Bodies ; afluming
Speech, Figure, Pofture, and feveral Pow-
ers, of which we can give little or no Ac-
count ; in which extraordinary manner of
Appearances, he is either limited by a fupe-
rior Power, or limits himfelf politically, as
being not the Way moft for his Intereft or
Purpofe, to aét in his Bufinefs, which is
more effeCtually done in his State of Obfcu-
Tity.

Hence we muft {uppofe the Dewil has it very
much in his own Choice, whether toat in one Ca-
pacity, or in the other, or in both; that is to
fay, of appearing, and not appearing, as he finds
for his Purpofe: In this State of Invifibility, and
under the Operation of thefe Powers and Liberties,
hie performs all his Functions and Offices, as De-
=ily as Prince of Darknefs,as God of this World,
as Tempter, Accufer, Deceiver,and all whatfoever
other Names of Office, or Titles of Honour he
1s known by.

Now tzking him in this large unlimired, or
{ittle limited State of Aétion, he is well call’d,
she God of this World, for he has very much of
the Attribute of Omniprefence, and may be faid,
zither by bimfelf or bis dgents, to be every where,
and fee every thing; that is to fay, every thing
that is vifible ; for I cannot allow him any Share
ot Omnifcisnce az all. i

‘That
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- "T'hat he ranges about every where, is with us,
and fometimes # #s, fees when he is not feen,
hears when he is not heard, comes in without
Lecave, and goes out without Noife, is neither
to be fhut in or thut out, that when he runs from
us we can't catch him, and when he runs after us
we can’t efcape him, is fcen when he is not known,
and is known when he is not feen ; all thefe
things, and more, we have Knowledge enough
about to convince us of the Truth of them 3 fothat,
as I have faid above, he is certainly walking to
and fro thro’ the Earth, 9¢. after fome manner
or vthery and in fome Figure or other, vifible or
invifible, as he finds Occafion. Now in order
to make our Hiftory of him complete, the next
Queition before us is, how, and in what man-
ner he ats with Mankind? how his Kingdom is
carried on, and by what Methods he does his Bu-
finefs, for he certainly has a great deal of Bufine(s
to do; he is not anidle Spectator, nor is he walk-
ing about incognito,and cloth’d in Mift and Dark-
nefs, purely in Kindnefs to us, that we fhould
not be frighted at him ; but ’tis in Policy, that
he may act undifcover’d, that he magr fee and not
be feen, may play his Game in the dark, and not
be detetted in' his Roguery; that he may prompt
Mifchief, raife Tempefts, blow up Coals, kindle
Strife, embroil Nations, ufe Inftruments, and not
be known to have his Hand in any thing, when
a}tl _the fame time he really has a Hand in every
thing.

Some are of Opinion, and I among the reff,
that if the Dewvil was perfonally and vifibly pre-
{ent among us, and we converfed with him Face
to Face, we fhould be fo familiar with him in a
little time, that his ugly Figure would not affeét
us 2t all, that his. Terrors would not fright us,
or that we fhould any more trouble our felves

about
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about him, than we did with the laft great Co-
met in 1678. which appear’d {o long and {o con-
ftantly without any particular known Event, that
at laft we took no more Notice of it than of the
other ordinary Stars which had appear’d before
we or our Anceftors were born.

Nor indeed thould we have much Reafon to be
frighted at him, or atleaft noneof thofe filly Things
could be faid of him which we now amufe our
felves about, and by which we fer him up like a
Scare-Crow to fright Children and old Women,
to fill up old Stories, make Songs and Ballads,
and in a Word, carry on the low priz’d Buf-
foonery of the common People; we fhould either
fee him in his Angelic Form, as he was from the
Original, or if he has any Deformities entail’d
upon him by the fupreme Sentence, and in Ju-
ftice to the Deformity of his Crime, they would
be of a fuperior Nature, and fitted more for our
Contempt as well as Horror, than thofe weak fan-
cied Trifles contrived by our antient Devil-raifers
and Devil-makers, to feed the wayward Fancies
of old Witches and Serccrers, who cheated the
ignorant World with a Dewil of their own mak-
ing, fet forth, s terrorem, with Bat’s Wings,
Horns, cloven Foot, long Tail, fork’d Tongue,
and the like.

In the nextPlace, be hisfrightful Figure whatit
would, and his Legions as numerous as the Hoft of
Heaven, we thould fee him ftill, as the Prince of De-
vils, tho’ monftrous as a Dragon, flaming asa Co-
met, tall as a Mountain, yet dragging his Chain
after him equal to the utmoft of his fuppofed
Strength; always in Cuftody of his Failors the
Angels, his Power over-power’d, his Rage cow’d
and abated, or at leaft aw’d and under Correétion,
limited and reftrain’d ; in a Word, we fhould
fee him a vanquifh’d Slave, his Spirit brok;q,

is
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his Malice, tho’ not abated, yet Hand-cuff’d and
overpower’d, and he not able to work any Thing
againit us by Force; fo that he would be to us but
like the Lions in the Tower, encag’d and lock’d
up, unable to do the Hurt he withes to do, and
that we fear, or indeed any hurt at all.

From hence ’tis evident, that ’tis not his Bu-
finefs to be public, or to walk up and down in
the World vifibly, and in his own Shape; his
Affairs require a quite different Management, as
might be made apparent from the Nature of
Things, and the Manner of our Aétings, as Men,
either with our {elves or to one another.

Nor could he be ferviceable in his Generation,
as a public Perfon as now he is, or anfwer the
¥End of his Party who employ him, and who, if
he was to do their Bufinefs in public, as he does
in private, would not be able to employ him
at ail.

As in our modern Meetings for the Propagation
of Impudence and other Virtues, therc would be
no Entertainment and no Improvement for the
Good of the Age, if the People did not all ap-
pear in Malque, and conceal’d from the com-
mon Obfervation ; fo neither could Satan (from
whofe Management thofe more happy Affem-
blies are taken as Copies of a glorious Qriginal}
perform the ufual and neceffary Bufinefs of his
Profeflion, if he did not appear wholly in Covert
and under ncedful Difguifes; how, but for the
Convenience of his Habit, could he caft himfelf
into fo many Shapes, aét on fo many different
Scenes, and turn fo many Wheels of State in the
World, as he has done ? asta meer profefs’d De-
vil he could do nothing.

Had he been oblig’d always to aét the meer
Devil in his ownClothes,and with his own Shape,
appearing uppermoft in all Cafes and Places, I;e

could
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could never have preach’d in fo many Pulpits,
prefided in {o many Councils, voted in {o many
Committees, fat in fo many Courts, and influenc’d
fo many Parties and Fations in Church and Srate,
as we have Reafon to believe he has done in our
Narion, and in our Memories too, as well as in
other Nations and in more antient Times. The
* Share Satan has had in all the weighty Confufions
of the Times, ever fince the firft Ages of Chrifti-
anity in the World, has been carried on with fo
much Secrefy, and fo muck with an Air of Ca-
bal and Intrigue, that nothing can have becn
manag’d more fubtilly and clofely, and in the fame
Manner has he ated in our Times, in order to
conceal his Intereft, and conceal the Influence he
has had in the Councils of the World.

Had it been potlible for him to have raifed the
Flames of Rebellion and War {o often in this
Nation, as he certainly has done ? Could he have
agitated the Parties on both Sides, and inflam’d
the Spirits of three Nations, if he had appear’d in
his own Drefs, 2 meernaked Devir? It is not the
Devil as a Dewzl, that does the Mifchiefy but the
Devilin Malquerade, Sazan in tull Difguife, and act-
ing at the Head of civil Confufionand Diftraction.

if Hiftory may be credited, the French Court at
the Time of our old Confufions was made the Scene
of Satan’s Politicks, and prompted both Parties
in Englandand in Scotland alfo to quarrel, and how
was it done? Will any Man offer to fcandalize the
Dewil fo much as to fay, or fo much as to fuggeft
that Sztan had no Hand inirall? Did not the Devil,
by the Agency of Cardinal Richiien, fend 400000
Crowns at one Timeyand 6ooo00 at another, to
the Scots, to raife an Army and march boldly into
England? and did not the fame Dewvil, at the fame
time, by other Agents, remit 8ooooo Crowns to
the other Party, in order to raifc an Army to fall

upon
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upon the Scots ? nmay, did not the Devil with the
fame Subtilty {fend down the Archbifhopis Order
to impofe the Service-Book upon the People in
Scotland, and at the {ame Time raife a Mob a-
gainft it, in the great Church (at St. Giles’s)?
Nay, did not he a¢tually, in the Perfon of an old
Woman (his favourite Inftrument) throw the
three-leg’d Stool at the Service-Book, and ani-
mate the zealous People to take up Arms for Re-
ligion, and turn Rebels for God Sake?

All thefe happy and fuccefstul Undertakings,
tho’ ’tis no more to be doubted they were done
by the Agency of Satan, and in a very {urpriz-
ing Manner too, yet were all done in fecret, by
what I call Pofleflion and Injetion, and by the
Agency and Contrivance of fuch Inftruments, or
by the Dewvil in the Difguife of fuch Servants as
he found out fitted to be employ’d in his Work,
and who he took a more effe¢tual Care in con-~
cealing of.

But we fhall have Occafion to touch all this Part
over again, when we come to difcourfe of the par-
ticular Habits and Difguifes which the Dewi/ has
made ufe of, all along in the World, the better
to cover his Actions, and to conceal his being
concern’d in them.

In the mean Time the Cunning or Artifice the
Devil makes ufe of in all thele Things is in it felf
very confiderable; tis an old Praétice of hisufing,
and he has gone on in diverfe Meafures, for the
better concealing himfelf in it; which Meafures,
tho’ he varies fometimes, as his extraordinary Af-
fairs require, yet they are in all Ages much the
fame, and have the fame Tendency ; namely, that
he may get all his Bufinefs carried on by the In-
ftrumentality of Fools; that he may make Man-
kind Agents 1n their own Deftruétion, and that
he may have all his Work done in fuch a Manner

as
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as that he may fecm to have no Hand init; nay he
contrives fo well, that the very Name Devilis put
upon his oppofitec Party, and the Scandal of the
black Agent lics all upon them.

In order then to look a little into his Conduét,
let us enquire into the common Miftakes about
him, fee what Ufe is made of them to his Ad-
vantage, and how far Mankind is impofed upon
in thofe Particulars, and to what Purpofe.

Cuar. IV.

Of Sataw's Agents or Miffionaries, and
their Aétings upon and in the Minds of
Men in his Name.

Nfinite Advantages attend the Dewil in his re-
tired Government, as they refpect the Manage-
ment of his Interefts, and the carrying on his
abfolute Monarchy in the World ; particular-
ly as it gives him room to act by the Agency of
his inferior Minifters and Meflengers, call’d on
many Occafions bis Augels, of whom he has an
innumerable Afultitudes at his Command, enough,
for ought we know, to {parc one to attend cvery
Man and Woman now alive in the World; and
of whom, if we may believe our fecond fight
Chriftians, the Air is always as full, asa Beam of
the Evening Sun is of Infects, where they are
ever ready for Bufinefs, and to go and come as
their great Governor iffues out Orders for their
Dirceétions.
'Thefe, as they are all of the fame {pirituous
Quality with himfelf, and confequently invifible
like him, except as above, "are ready upon all Oc-

“eafions to be {ent to ard nto any fuch Perfon, and

for
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for fuch Purpofes, fuperior Limitations only except-
edy as the grand Director of Devils, ('The Devil
properly fo call’d guides them;) and be the Sub-
ject or the Objet what it will, #bat is to fay, be
the Perfon they are fent to, or into, as above, who
it will, and the Bufinefs the Mefienger is to do
what it will, they are fufficiently qualified; forthis
is a Particular to Satan’s Meflengers or Agents,
that they are not like us humane Dewils here in
the World, fome bred up one Way, fome ano«
ther, fome of one Trade, fome of another, and
confequently fome fit for fome Bufinefs, fome for
another, fome good for fomething, and fome good
for nothing, but his People are every one fit for
cvery Thing, can find their Way every where,
and arc a Match for every Body they are fent to;
ina Word, there are no foolifb Devils, they are
all fully qualified for their Employment, fit for
any thing he fets them about, and very feldom
miftake their Errand or fail in the Bufinefs they
are fent to do.

Nor is it ftrange at ali, that the Dewvil thould
have fuch a numberle(s Train of Deputy Dewvils
to at under him; for it muft be acknowledged he
has a great deal of Bufinefs upon his Hands, a
vaft deal of Work to do, abundance of public
Affairs under his Direttion, and an infinite Va-
riety of particular Cafes always before him; for
Example.

How many Governments in the World are
wholly in his Adminiftration? how many Divans
and great Councils under his Diretion ? nay, I
believe, *twould be hard to prove that there is or
has been one Council of State in the World for
many hundred Years paft,down to the Year1713,
(we don’t pretend to come nearer home) where
the Dewvil by himfclf, or his Agents in one Shape
or another, has not fat as a Member, if not takeh
the Chair. £ And
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And tho’ fome learn’d Authors may difpute
this Point with me, by giving fome Examples
where the Councils of Princes have been aéted
by a better Hand, and where Things have been
carried againft Sataw’s Intereft, and even to his
great Mortification, it amounts to no more than
this; namely, that in fuch Cafes the Devi/ has been
out-voted 5 but it does not argue but he might
have been prefent there, and have pufh’d his In-
tereft as far as he could, only that he had not the
Succefs he expected; for 1 don’t pretend to fay
that he has never been difappointed ; but thofe
Examples are fo rare, and of fo fmall Significa-
tion, that when I come to the Particulars, as I
thall do in the Sequel of this Hiftory, you will
find them hardly worth naming ; and that, take it
one Time with another, the Devil has met with
fuch a Series of Succefs in all his Affairs, and has {o
feldom been baulk’d ; and where he has met
with a little Check in his Politicks, has notwith-
ftancing, fo foon and {o cafily recover’d himfelf,
regain’d his loft Ground, or replac’d himfelf in
another Country when he has been fupplanted in
one, that his Empire is far from being leflen’d in
the World, for the laft thoufand Years of the
Chriftian Eftablithment.

Suppofc we take an Obfervation from the Be-
ginning of Luther; or from the Year 1420. and
call the Reformation a Blow to the Devil’s King-
dom, which before that was come to fuch a
Height in Chriftendom, that ’tis a Queftion not
yet thorowly dccided, whether that Medley of
Superftition and horrible Herefies, that Mafs of
Enthufiam and Idols call’d the Catholick Hierar-
chy, was a Church of God or a Church of the
Devil; whether it was an Affembly of Saints or
a Synagogue of Satan: I fay, take that Time to
be the Epocha of Satan’s Declenfion and of Lu-

4 cifer’s



of the DEVIL, 229

cifer’s faling from Heaven, that is, from the Top
of his terreftrial Glory, yet whether he did not
gain in the Defection of the Greek Church about
that Time and fince, as much as he loft in the
Reformation of the Romar, is what Authors are
not yet agreed about, not reckoning what he has
regain’d {ince of the Ground which he had loft
evenby the Reformation, (v7z.) the Countries of
the Duke of Sav0y’s Dominion, where the Re-
formarion is almoft caten out by Perfecution; the
whole Paltoline and fome adjacent Countries; the
whole Kingdom of Poland and almoft all /Tungary;
for fince the lalt Warthe Reformation, as it were,
lies gafping for Breath, and expiring in that Coun-
try, alfo feveral large Provinces in Germany, as
Auftria, Carinthia, and the whole Kingdom of
Bobemia, where the Reformation once powerful-
ly planted, receiv’d its Death’s Wound at the
Battle of Prague, Anu. 1627, and languifh’d but
a very little while, died and was buried, and good
King Popery reign’d in its {tead.

To thefe Countries thus regain’d to Satan’s
infernal Empire, let us add his modern Conquefls
and the Encroachments he has made upon the
Reformation in the prefent Age, which are, bow-
ever light we make of them, very confiderable (viz.)
the Electorate of the Rbine and the Palatinate, the
one fallen to the Houfe of Bavaria, and the other
to that of Neuburgh, both Popifh; the Dutchy of
Deux Ponts fallen juft now to a popith Branch,
the whole Eletorate of Saxony fallen under the
Power of popith Government by the Apoftacy of
their Princes, and more likcly to follow the Fate
of Bohemia, whenever the diligent Dewil can bring
his new Projett in Poland to bear, as ’tis more
than probable he will do fo fome. time or other,
by the growing Zeal as well as Power of (that
Houfe of Bigots) the Houfe of A,

Q3 But
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But to fum up the dull Story; we muftaddin
the Rollof the Devil’s Conquefts, the whole King-
dom of Fraunce, where we have in one Year feen,
to the immortal Glory of the Dewi/’s Politicks,
that his Meafures have prevailed to the total
Extirpation of the Proteftant Churches without
a War ; and that Intereft which for 200 Years
had fupported it {elf in fpight of Perfecutions,
Maflacres, five civil Wars and innumerable Bat-
tles and Slaughters, at laft receiv’d its mortal
Wound from its own Champion Zenry IV. and
funk into utter Oblivion, by Satan’s moft exquifite
Management under the Agency of his two prime
Minifters Cardinal Richlien and Lewis the XIV.
whom he entirely poflefs’d.

Thus far we have a melancholy View of the
Devil’s new Conquefts, and the Ground he has re-
gain’d upon the Reformation, in which his fe-
cret Management has been fo exquifite, and his
Politicks fo good, that could he bring but one
Thing to pafs, which by his own former Miftake,
(for the Dewil is not infallible) he has rendred im-
poflible, he would bring the Proteftant Intereft
fo near its Ruin, that Heaven would be, as i#
were, put to the Neceflity of working by Mira-
cle to preventit; the Cafe is thus.

Antuent Hiftorians tell us, and from good Au-
thority, that the DeviL finding it for his Intereft-
to bring his favourite Mabowmet upon the Stage, and
ipread the victorious Half-Moon upon the Ruin
of the Crofs, having with great Succefs, rais’d
firft the Saracen Empire, and then the Turkifb to
{fuch a Heighrt, as that the Name of Chriftain {cem-
ed to be extirpated in thofe two Quarters of the
World, which werce then not the greateit only,
but by tar the moft powerful, I mean 4fiz and 4f7i-
ca3 having totally laid waft all thofe antient and
Hourifhing Churches of Africa, the Labours of

' St.
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St. Cyprian, Teriullian, St. Augufline, and 670
Chriftian Bifhops and Fathers, who govern’d there
at once, alfo all the Churches of Smyrana, Phila-
delphia, Epbefusy, Sardis, Antioch, Laodicea, and -
innumerable others in Pontusy Bithynia, and the.
Provinces of the lefler 4/a.

The Devil having, 1 fay, finifh’d thefe Con-
quefts fo much to his Satisfaction, began to turn
his Eyes Northward, and tho’ he had a confidera-
ble Intereft in the #hore of Babylon, and had
brought his Power by the Subjeétion of the Ko-
#an Hierarchy to a great Height, yet finding the
intereft of Mabomer moft fuitable to his devilify
Purpofes, as mofl adapted to the Deftruction of
Mankind, and laying wafte the World, he refolv’d
to efpoule the growing Power of the Zurk, and
bring him in upon Ezrope like 2 Deluge.

In order to this, and to make Way for an eafy
Conqueft, like a true Devil he work’d under
Ground, and fap’d the Foundation of the Chrifti-
an Power, by fowing Difcord among the reigning
Princes of Europe 5 that {fo envying one another
they might be content to ftand flill and look on
while the 7%k devour’d them one by one, and at
laft might {wallow them up all.

This devilifp Policy took to his Heart’s Con-
tent 5 the Chriftian Princes ftood ftill, ftupid,
dozing, and unconcern’d, till the Turk con-
quered Zhracey over-run Servia, Macedonia, Bul-
gariay and all the Remains of the Grecian Empire,
}n}c} at laft the Imperial City of Conftantinople it
elf.

Finding this politic Method fo well anfwer his
Ends, the Devil, who always improves upon the
Succefs of his own Experiments, refolv’d |from
that time to lay a Foundation for the making
thofe Divifions and Jealoufies of the Chrifti-
an Princes . immortal ; whereas they were at

p Q4 firft
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firft only perfonal, and founded in private Quar-
rels between the Princes refpectively 5 fuch as
Emulation of one another’s Glory, £nvy at the
extraordinary Valour, or other Merit of this or
that Leader, or Rewenge of {ome little Affront; for
which notwithftanding, fo great was the Piety of
Chriftian Princes inthofc Days, that they madeno
Scruple to facrifice whole Armics, yea, Nations,
to their Piques and private Quarrels, 2 certain Sign
ahofe Management they were under.

Thefe being the Caufes by which the Devin
firlt fow’d the Seeds of Mifchief among them,
and the Succefs {o well anfwering his Delign, he
could not but wifh to have the fame Advantage
always ready at his Hand ; and therefore herefolv’d
to order it {o, that thefe Divifions, which, how-
ever ufeful to him, were only perfonal, and con-
fequently temporary, like an Annual in_the Gar-
den, which muft berais’d anew every Sealon, might
for the future be national, and confequently dura-
ble and immorral.

To thisend it was neceflary to lay the Foundati-
on of cternal Feud, not in the Humours and Paf-
{ions of Men only, but in the Interefts of Nations :
"T'he Way to do this was to form and ftate the Do-
minion of thofe Princes, by fuch a Plan drawn 1n
Hcll, and laid out from a Scheme truly political,
of which the Dewil was chief Enginecer 5 that
the Divifions fhould always remain, being made
a natural Confequence of the Situation of the
Country, the Temper of their People, the Na-
ture of their Commerce, the Climate, the Man-
ner of living, or fomething which thould forever
render it impoflible for them to unite.

This, I fay, was a Scheme truly infernal, in
which the Devil wasascertainly the principal Ope-
rator, to illuftrate great Things by fmall, as ever
Folon of Leydes was of the High Dutch Rebellion,or

- / Six
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Sir Fobn B ¢ of the late Project, called the
South-Sea Stock. Nor did this Contrivance of
the Dewvil at all difhonour his Author, or the
Succefs appear unworthy of the Undertaker 3 for
we fee it not only anfwer the End, and made the
Turk victorious at the fame Time, and formidable
to Eurgpe ever after, but it works to'this Day,
the Foundation of the Divifions remains in all
the feveral Nations, and that to fuch a Degree
that it is impoffible they fhould unite.

This is what I hinted before, in which the
Devil was miftaken, and is another inftance
that he knows nothing of what’s is to come; for
this very Foundation of immortal Jealoufy and
Difcord between the feveral Nations of Spain,
Francey, Germany, and others, which the Dewil
“himfelf with fo much Policy contriv’d, and which
ferv’d his Interefts fo long, is now the only Ob-
ftruction to his Defigns, and prevents the entire
Ruin of the Reformation ; for tho’ the reform’d
Countries are very Powerful, and fome of them,
as Great Britain and Pruffia is particularly, more
powerful than ever ; yet it cannot be faid that the
Proteftant Interefts in general are ftronger than
formerly, or fo {trong as they were 1n 1623.
under the victorious Arms of the Swede; On
the other Hand, were it poffible that the Popith
Powers, to wit, of France, Spain, Germany, Ita-
Iy and Poland, which are intirely Popith, could
heartily unite their Interefts, and fhould join their
Powers to attack the Proteftants, the latter would
find it very difficult, if not impofiible, to de-
fend themfelves.

But as fatal as fuch a Union of the Popith
Powers would be, and as ufeful as it would be to
the Dewvil’s Caufe at this time, not the Devil with
all his Angels are able to bring it to pafs; no,
nog with all his Craft and Cunning ; he divided

) them,
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them, but he can’t unite them ; {o that even juft
as 'tis with Men, fo ’tis with Devils, they may
do in an Hour what they can’t undo in an Age.

This may comfort thofe faint-hearted Chrifti-
ans among us, who cry out of the Danger of a
religious War in Exrope, and what terrible Things
will happen when France, and Spain, and Ger-
smany,y and ltaly, and Poland thallall unite ; let this
Anfwer fatisfy them, The Devil himfelf can ne-
ver make France and Spain, or Framce and the
Emperor unite ; jarring Humours may be recon-
cil'd, but jarring Interefts never can : They may
unite fo as to make Peace, 1ho’ that can bardly
be long, but never fo as to make Conquefts toge-
ther ; they are too much afraid of one another,
for one to bear, that any Addition of Strength fhould
come to the other. But thisisa Digrefion,. We
thall find the Devi! miftaken and difapointed too
on feveral other Occafions, as we go along.

I return to Satan’s Intereft in the feveral Go-
vernments and Nations, by vertue of his Invifi-
bility, and which he carries on by Pofleffion ; ’tis
by this Invifibility that he prefides in all the
Councils of foreign Powersy (for we never mean
our own, that we always premife ;) and what tho’
it is alledged by the Criticks, that he does not
prefide, becaufe there is always a Prefident 5 I
lay, if he is not in the Prefident’s Chair, yet if
he be in the Prefident himfelf, the Difference is
vot much; and if he does not vote as a Coun-
fellor, if he votes in the Counfellor, 'tis much
ihe fame ; and here, as it was in the Story of
Abab the King of Ifyacl, as he was a lying Spirit
in the Mouths of all bis Prophers; fo we find
hilm a Spirit of fome particular evil Quality or
other, in all the Tranfactions and Tranfactors on
that Stage of Life we call the State.

Thus
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Thus he was a diffembling Spirit in Char. IX.
a turbulent Spirit in Char. V. Emperors; a bi-
gotted Spirit of Fire and Faggot in our Queen
Mary; an apoftate Spirit in Hen. 1V.; a cruel
Spirit in Perer of Caflile 5 a revengeful Spirit in
Ferdinand 11. 3 a Phaeton in Lewis XIV.3 a Sar--
donapalus in C-=--«- IL

In the Great Men of the World, take them
a degree lower than the Clafs of Crown’d Heads,
he has the fame {ecret Influence; and hence it
comes to pafs, that the greateft Heroes, and Men of
the higheft Charaéter for Atchievements of Glory,
either by their Virtue or Valour, however they
have been crowned with Vitories, and elevated
by human Tongues, whatever the moft confum~
mate Virtues or good Qualities they have been
known by, yet they have always had fome Devil
or other in them to preferve Sazan’s Claim to
them uninterrupted, and prevent their Efcape out
of his Hands; thus we have been a bloody Devil
in a D’ Alva 3 a profligate Devil in a Bucking-
bam 3 a lying, artful, or politick' Devil in a Rich-
lieu 5 a treacherous Devil in a Mazarin 5 a cruel,
mercilefs Devil in a Cortez: a debauch’d Devil
in an Eugene 5 a conjuring Devil in a Luxemburg 5
and a covetous Devil in a M-==-eunvu-- bh:Ina
word, tell me the Man, I tell you the Spirit that
reign’d in him.

Nor does he thus carry on his fecret Manage-
ment by Pofleflion in Men of the firft Magnitude
only, but have you not had Evidences of it among
our felves ? how has he been a Jying Spirit in the
Mouths of our Prophets, a factious Spirit in the
Heads of our Politicians, a profufe Devil in a
B----- s, a corrupt Devil in M----- » 2 proud
Spirit in my Lord Plaufible, a bullying Spirit-in
my Lord Bugbear, a talkative Spirit in his Grace
the D---- of Rartle-hally a {cribling Spirit ii mg

2 : or
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Lord H------- , a run-away Spirit in my Lord
Frightful ; and fo thro’ a long Roll of Herocs,
whofe exceeding, and particular Qualifications
roclaim loudly what Handle the Devi/ took them
y, and how taft he held them ; for thefe were
all Men of ancient Fame, I hope you know that.

From Men of Figure, we defcend to the Mob,
and 'tis there the fame thing; Pofleflion, like the
Plague, is Morbus Plebei 5 not a Family but he
1s a Spirit of Strife and Contention among them 3
not a Man but he has a Part in him; he isa
drunken Devil in one, 2 whoring Devil in ano-
ther, a thieving Dewvil in a third, a lying Devil
in the fourth, and fo on, to a thoufand, and a
hundred thoufand, ad infinitum.

Nay, even the Ladies have their Share in the
Pofleffion 5 and if they have not the Dewil in
their Heads, or in their Thails, in their Faces or
their Tongues, it muft be fome poor defpicable
She-devil that Satan did not think it worth his
while to meddle with; and the Number of thofe
that are below his Operation, I doubt is very
fmall. But that Part I have much more to fay to
in its Place.

From Degrees of Perfons, to Profeflions and
Employments, ’tis the fame ; we find the Dewil
is a true Pofture-mafter, he aflumes any Drefs,
appears in any Shape, counterfeits every Voice,
atts upon every Stage; here he wears a2 Gown,
there a long Robe 5 here he wearsthe Jack-Boots,
there the Small-Sword ; is here an Enthufiafi,
there a Buffoon 3 on this Side he acts the Mounte-
bank, on that Side the Merry-Andrew ; nothing
comes amifs to him, from the Great AMogal, to
the Scaramouch 5 the Dewil is in them, more or
lefs, and plays his Game fo well that he makes
fure Work with ’em all : He knows where the
Common Foible, lies, which is UniveErsaL Pas-

SION,
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sioN, what Handle to take hold of every Man
by, and how to cultivate his Intereft {0, as not
to fail of his End, or miftake the Means.

How then can it be deny’d but that his acting
thus in fenebris, and keeping out of the fight of
the World, is abundantly his Intereft, and that
he could do nothing, comparatively {peaking, by
any other Method ?

What would this publick Appearance have fig-
nified ? Who would have entertain’d him in his
own proper Shape and Perfon? Even B---- B----
himfelfy tho’ all the World knows him to have
a foolith Devil in him, would not have been Fool
enough to have taken him into his Service, if he
had known him : And my Lord Simpleton allo,
who Satan has fet up for a cunning Fool, feems
to have it fit much better upon him now he
pafles for a Fool of Art, than it thould have done
if the naked DE vIL had come and challenged
him for a Fool in Nature,

Infinite Variety illuftrate the Dewil's Reign
among the Sons of Men; all which he manages
with admirable Dexterity, and a Slight particular
to himfelf, by the mere Advantage of his prefent
conceal’d Situation, and which, had he been ob-
liged to have appear’d in Publick, had been all
loft, and he capable of juft nothing at all, or at
leaft of nothing more than the other ordinary Po-
liticians of Wickednefs could have done without
him.

Now, Authors are much divided as to the man-
ner how the Dewvi/ manages his proper Inftru-
ments for Mifchief; for Satan has a great many
Agents in the Dark, who neither have the DeviL
in them, nor are they much acquainted with him,
and yet he ferves himfelf of them, whether of
their Folly, or of that other Frailty call’d Wit,
’tis all one, he makes them do his Work, wllmlen

they
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they think they are doing their own ; nay, fo
cunning is he in his guiding the weak Part of
the World, that even when they think they are
ferving God, they are doing nothing lefs or more
than ferving the Devil; nay, ’tis fome of the
niceft Parc of his Operation, to make them be-
lieve they are ferving God, when they do his
Work. Thus thofe who the Scripture foretold
fhould perfecute Chrift’s Church in the latter
Days, were to think they do God good Service :
Thus the Inquifition, (for Example,) it may be,
at this time, in all the aéls of Chriftian Cruelty
which they are o famous for (if any of them are
ignorant enough not to know that they are De-
vzls incarnate) they may, for ought we know, go
on for God's fake ; torture, murther, ftarve to
Death, mangle and macerate, and all for God,
and God’s Catholic Church ; and ’tis certainly
the Devil's Mafter-piece to bring Mankind to
fuch a Perfection of Devilifm as that of the /x-
quifition 153 for if the Devil bad not been in them,
could they chriften fuch a Hell-fire Judicature as
the Jnquifition is, by the Name of the Hoiy Of-
fice? And fo in Paganifm, how could fo many
Nations among the poor Indians offer human Sa-
crifices to their Idols, and murther thoufands of
Men, Women and Children, to appeafe this God
of the Air, when he is angry, if the Dexil did

not alt in them under the Vizor of Devotion ?
But we nced not go to America, or to the In-
quifition, not to Paganifm or to Popery either, to
look for People that are facrificing to the Drarl,
or that give their Peace-offerings to him, while
they are offer’d upon God’s Altar ; are not our
Churches (ay, and Meeting-houfes too, as much
as they pretend to be more fan&ified than their
Neighbours) full of Devil Worthipers? Where
do his Devotees gratulate one another, and con-
gratulate
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gratulate him, more than at Church? where,
while they hold up their Hands, and turn up their
Eyes towards Heaven, they make all their Vows
to Satan, or at leaft to the fair Dewils his Repre-
fentatives, which I fhall fpeak of in their Place.

Do not the Sons of God make Aflignations
with the Daughters of Men in the very Houfe
of Worfhip ? Do they not talk to them in the
Language of the Eyes? And what is at the Bot-
tom of 1t, while one Eye is upon the Prayer-
book, and the other adjufting their Drefs ? Are
they not facrificing to Fenus and AMercury, nay,
and the very Devil they drefs at ?

Let any Man impartially furvey the Church-
Geftures, the Air, the Pottures and the Behavi-
our; let him keep an exact Roll, and if I do not
thew him two Devil Worfhipers for one true
Saint, then the Word Ssinz muft have another
Signification than I ever yet underftood it by.

The Church (as a Place) is the Receptacle of
the Dead, as well as the Affergbly of the Living;
what relates to thofe below, ?doubt Satan, if he
would be fo kind, could give a better Account
of than I can; but as to the Superficies, I pre-
tend to fo much Penctration as to tell you, that
there are more Spectres, more Apparitions always
there, than you that know nothing of the matter
may be aware of.

I happen’d to be at an eminent Place of God's
moft devout Worfhip the other Day, with a Gen-
tleman of my Acquaintance, who, I obferved,
minded very little the Bufinefs he ought to come
about ; firft I faw him always bufy ftaring about
him and bowing this Wayand that Way, nay, be
made two or three bows and Scrapes when he was
repeating the Refponfes to the Ten Command-
ments, and affure you he made it correfpond
ftrangely, fo that the Harmony was not fo tl>ro-

ken



240 The Modern HISTORY

ken in upon as you would expeét it thould; thuss
Lord, and a Bow to a fine Lady juft come up to
her Seaty have Mercy upon us; threc Bows
to a Throng of Ladies that came into the next
Pew altogether, and- incline —— then ftop’d to
make a great Scrape to my Lord your Hearts,
juft then the Hearts of all the Church were
gone off from the Subject, for the Refponfe was
over, fo he huddled up the reft in Whifpers, for
God a Mighty could hear him well enough, %e faid,
nay, as well as if he had fpoken as loud as his
Neighbours did.

After we were come home, I ask’d him what
he meant by all this, and what he thought of it ?

How could I help it, faid be, 1 muft not be
rude.

What, fays I, rude to who ?

Why, fays be, there came in fo many the De-
vils T could not help it.

What, faid 1, could not you help bowing when
you were faying ypur Prayers ?

O Sir! fays be, the Ladies would have thought
I had flighted them, I could not avoid it.

Ladies ! faid 1, 1 thought you call’d them De-
vils juft now.

Ay, ay, Devils, [aid he, little charming Devils,
but I muft not be rude to them however.

Very well, /zid I, then you would be rude to
God a Mighty, becaufe you could not be rude to
the Devil ?

Why that’strue, /zid be, but what can we do?
there’s no going to Churchas the Cafe ftands now,
if we mutt not worthip the Devil a little be-
tween whiles.

This is the Cafe indeed, and Satan carries his
Point on every Hand; for if the fair {peaking
World, and the fair looking World are general-
ly Dewils, that is to fay, are in his Management,

we
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we arc fure the foul {peaking and the foul doing
World are all on his Side, and you have then only
the fair-doing Part of the World that are out of
his Clafs, and when we fpeak of them, O how
few !

ButI return to the Dewil’s managing our wicked
Part, for this he does with moft exquifite Subtilty ;
and this is one Part of it, (viz.) he thrufts cur Vi-
ces into our Virtues, by which he mixes the Clean
and the Unclean, and thus by the Corruption of
the one, poifons and debauches the other, {o that
the Slave he governs cannot account for his own
common Acétions, and is fain to be oblig’d to
his Maker to accept of the Heart without the
Hands and Feet ; to take, as we vulgarly exprefs
ity the Will for the Deed, and if Heaven was not.
fo good to come into that half in half Service,
I don’t fee but the Devil would carry away all
his Servants : Here indeed I fhould enter into a
long Detail of involuntary Wickednefs, which ,
in fhort, is neither more or lefs than the Dewil in
every Body, ay, in every onc of you, (our Go-
vernors excepted) take it as you pleafe.

What is our Language when we look back
with Refleftion and Reproach on paft Follies ?
{ think I was bewitch’d, 1 was poffe/i’d, certainly
the Devil was in mey or clfe I bad never been fuch
2 §ot : Devil in you, Sir! Ay,who doubts it 5 you
may be fure the Devil was in you, and there he is
ftilly and next Time he can” catch you in the
fame Snare, yow’ll be juft the fame Sot that youfay
you were before.

In fhort, the Dewil is too cunning for us, and
manages us his own Way; he governs the Vices |
of Men by his own Methods ; tho’ every Crime
will not make 2 Man a Dewil, yet itmuftbe own-
ed that every Crime puts the Criminal in fome
Meafure into the Devil’s PR?wcr, gives him a Ti-

tle
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tle to the Man, and he treats him magifterially
ever after.

Some tell us every fingle Man, every indivi-
dual has a Devil attending him, to execute the Or-
ders of the (Grand Signior) Devil of the whole
Clan; that this attending evil Angel, for fo he is
call’d, fees every Step youtake,is with youin every
Action, prompts you to every Mifchief,and leaves
you to do every Thing that is pernicious to your felf 5
they alfoalledge that there is a good Spirit which
attends him too, which latter is always acceflary
to every Thing that we do that is good, and re-
Ictant to evil 3 If this is true, how comes it to
pafs that thofe two oppofite Spirits do not quar-
rel about it when they are preffing us to contrary
Actions, one good and the other evil ? and why
docs the evil tempting Spirit fo often prevail?
Inftead of anfwering this difficult Queftion, I {hall
only tell you, as to this Story of good and evil
Angels attending every particular Perfon, ’tis a
good Allegory indeed to reprefent the Struggle in
the Mind of Man between good and evil Incli-
nations; but as to the reft, the beft Thing I can
fay of it s, that 1 think *#is a Fib.

But to take Things as they are, and only talk
by way of natural Confequence, for to argue from
Nature is certainly the beft Way to find out the
Devil’s Story; if there are good and evil Spirits
attending us, that is to fay, a good Angel and »
Dewily then ’tis no unjuit Reproach upon any
Body to fay, when they follow the Dictates ot
the lattery, the Dewil is in them ; or they are
Devils; nay, I muft carry ic farther flill, namely,
that as the Generality and greateft Number of
People do follow and obey the evil Spirit and not
the good, and that the predominate Power is al-
low’d to be the nominating Power ; you muft

then allow, that inthort, the greater Part of I\I‘Iqui
King
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kind hasthe Devil in them, and fo I cothe to my
Text.

To this Purpofe give me leave to borrow a few
Lines of a Friend on this very Part of the Devil’s
Management. ‘

T'o Places and Perfons he {uits his Difguifes,
And dreffes up all his Bandirti,

Whoas Pickpockets flock to a Country Affizes,
Croud up to the Court and the City.

They're at every Elbow and every Ear,
And ready at every call,Sir;

The vigilant Scout plants his Agents about,
And has fomething to do with us all, Sir.

In fome he has Part, and in fome he’s the Wholey
And of fome (like the Vicar of Baddow)
It can neither be faid they have Body or Soul,

But only are Devils in Shadow.

The Pretty and Witty, are Devils in Mafque,
The Beauties are meer Apparitions;

The homely aloneby their Faces are known,
And the Good by their ugly Conditions.

The Beaus walk about like the Shadows of Men,
And wherever he leads ’em they follow,

But tak’em and fhak’em, there’s notoneinten
But’s as light as a Feather and hollow.

Thus all his Affairs he drives on in Difguife,
And he tickles Mankind with aFeather:
Crecps in at our Ears, and looks outat our Eyes;

And jumbles our Senfes together,
R z He
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He raifes the Vapoursyand prompts the Defiresy
Andrto ev’rydark Deed holds the Candle;

T he Paffions enflames and the Appetite fires,
And takes ev’ry Thing by the Handle.

Thus he walks up and down in compleat Maf-
And with every Company mixes, (querade,

Sells in every Shop, works at every Trade,
And ev’ry Thing doubtful perplexes.

How Satan comes by this governing Influence
in the Minds and upon the Altions of Men, is a
Queftion I am not yet come to, nor indeed docs
it fo particularly belong to the Devil’s Hiftory,
it feems rather a Polemick, fo it may pafs at School
among the Metaphyficks, and puzzle the Heads
of our Mafters; wherefore 1 think to write to the
learned Dr. B~-- about it, imploring his moft
fublime Haughtinefs, that when his other more
momentons Avocations of Pedantry and Pedago-
gifm will give him an Interval from Wiath and
Contention, he will fet apart a Moment to con-
fider human Nature Deviliz’d, and give usa Ma-
thematical Anatomical Defcription of it; with a
Map of Satan’s Kingdom in the Microcofm of
Mankind, and fuch other Illuminations as to him
and his Contemporarics - - and, - - £J¢. in their great
Wifdom fhall feem mcet.

Cuavr.
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CuarV.

Of the Devil's Management in the Pagan
Hierarchy by Omens, Entrails, Augurs,
Oracles, and fuch like Pageantry of Hell ;
and how they went off the Stage at laft by
the Introdutlion of true Religion.

Have adjourn’d, net finith’d, my Account of

the Devil’s fecret Management by Poffefion,
and fhall reaflume it, inits Place; but I muft take
leave to mention fome other Parts of his retir'd
Scheme, by which he has hitherto manag’d Man-
kind, and the firft of thefe is by that Frand of all
Frauds call’d Oracle.

Here his Trumpet yiclded an uncertain Sound
for fome Ages, and like what he was, and accord-
ing to what he praétifed from the Beginning, hede-
liver’d out Falthood and Declufion by Retale: The
Priefts of Apollo aCted this Farce for him to a
great Nicety at Delpbos; there were divers others
at the fame Time, and fome, which to give the
Devil his due, he had very little Hand in, as we
thall fee prefently.

There were alfo fome fmaller, fome greater, fome
more, fome lefs famous Places where thofe Oracles
were feated, and Audience given to the Enquirers,
inall which the Dewil, or fome Body for him, Per-
niffu Superiorum, for either vindictive or other
hidden Ends and Purpofes, was allow’d to make
at leaft a Pretenfion to the Knowledge of Things
to come ; but, as publick Cheats generally do, they
acted in Mafquerade, and gave fuch uncertain
and inconfiftent Refponfi:{, that they were oblig’d

to
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to ufe the utmoft Art to reconcile Events to the
Prediftion, even after things werc come to pals.

Here the Devil was a lying Spirit, in a parti-
cular and extraordinary manner, in the Mouths of
all the Prophets; and yet he had the Cunning to
exprefs himfelf {o, that whatever happen’d, the
Oracle was fuppos’d to have meant 4s 1t fell out;
and fo all their Augurs, Omens and Voices, by
which the Devil amus’d the World, not at that
Time only, but fince, have been likewife inter-

reted.

Fulian the Apoftate dealt mightily in thefe A-
mufements, but the Decvil, who neither wifh’d
his Fall, or prefag’d it to him, evidenc’d that he
knew nothing of Fulian’s Fate; for that, as he -
fent almoft to all the Oracles of the Eaft, and
{fummon’d all the Priefts together to inform him
of the Succels of his Perjian Expedition, they
ally like #bab’s Piophets, having a lying Spirit in
them, encourag’d him and promis’d him Succefs.

Nay, all the ill Omens which difturb’d him,
they prefag’d good from; for Example, he was
at a prodigious Expence when he was at Antioch
to buyup white Beafts, and white Fowls, for Sa-
crifices, and for prediting from the Entrails 5
irom whence the futiockians, in contempt, call’d
him Vitlimarius; but whenever the Entrails fore-
boded Evil, the cunning Devil made the Priefts
put a different Conftruétion upon them, and pro-
mife him Good : When he entred into the
Temple of the Genij to offer Sacrifice, one of
the Priefls dropt down dead ; this, had it had
any Signification more than a Man falling dead jof
an Apoplectic, would have fignified {omething
tatal to Faulian, who made himfelf a Brother Sa-
crift or Pricft; whereas the Priefts turn’d it pre-
fently to fignify the Death of his Colleague, the
Conful Saifn#, which happen’d juft at the fame

' ‘ Time,
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Time, tho’ eight hundred Miles off; fo in ano-
ther Cafe, Fulian thought it ominous that he,
who was Augufius, thould be nam’d with two
other Names of Perfons, both already dead; the
Cafe was thus, the Stile of the Emperor was Fuli-
anus Felix Augufius, and two of his principal Of-
ficers were Fulianus and Felix s now both Fulianus
and Felix died within a few Days of onc another,
which difturb’d Him much, who was the third
of the three Names; but his flattering Devi/ told
him it all imported Good to him (viz.) that tho’
FJulianus and Felix thould die, Auguftus thould
be immortal.

Thus whatever happen’d, and whatever was
forctold, and how much feever they differ’d from
one another, the lying Spirit was fure to recon-
cile the Prediétion and the Eventy and make them
at leaft feem to correfpond in Favour of the Per-
{fon enquiring.

Now we are told Oracles are ceafed, and the
Dewvil is farther limited for the Goodof Mankind,
not being allow’d to vent his Delufions by the
Mouths of the Priefts and Augurs, as formerly:
1 will not take upon me to fay how far they are
really ceas’d, more than they werc before; Ithink
‘tis much more reafonable to believe there was
- ncver any Reality in themat all, or that any Ora-
cle ever gave out any Anfwers but what were the
Invention of the Priefts and the Delufions of the
DeviL; I have a great many antient Authors on
my Side in this Opinion, as Eufebius, Tertullian,
Ariftotley and others, who as they liv’d {o near the
Pagan Times, and when even fome of thofe Rites
were yet in Ufe, they had much more Reafon to
know, and could probably pafs a better Judgment
upon them ; nay Cicero himfelf ridicules them
in the openeft manner; again, other Authors de-
fcend to Particulars, and fhew how the Cheat was

R 4 manag’d
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manag’d by the Heathen Sacrifts and Priefts, and
in what enthufiaftic manner they fpoke ; namely,
by going into the hollow Images, fuch asthe bra~
zen Bull and the Image of 4polio, and how fub-
tilly they gave out dubious and ambiguous Anfwers;
that when the People did not find their Expecta-
tions anfwer’d by the Event, they might be im-
pofed upon by the Priefts, and confidently told
they did not rightly underftand the Oracle’s
Meaning: However, I cannot fay butthat indeed
there are fome Authors of good Credit too, who
will have it that there was a real prophetic Spi-
rit in the Voice or Anfwers given by the Ora-
cles, and that oftentimes they were miraculouf-
Iv cxalt in thofe Anfwers; and they give that of
the Delphic Oracle anfwering the Queftion which
was given about Crefus for an Example, viz.
what Crefus was doing at that time ? z0 ws?, that
he was boiling a Lamb and the Flefh of a Tor-
toifc together, in a brafs Veflel, or Boiler, with
a Cover of the fame Metal ; that is to fay, ina
Kettle with a brafs Cover.
"T'o affirm therefore, that they were all Cheats,
a Man muft encounter with Antiquity, and fet
his private Judgment up againft an eftablifh’d O-
pinion; but ’tis no matter for that; if I do notfec
any thing in that receiv’d Opinion capable of E-
vidence, much lefs of Demonftration, T mufl be
allow’d fill to think as I do; orhers may believe
as they lift 5 I fec nothing hard or difficult in
the Thing; the Prefts, who were always hifto-
rically intorm’d of the Circumftances of the En-
quirer, or at leaft fomething about them, might
cafily find fome ambiguous Speech to make, and
put fome double Zutendre upon them, which
upon the Event folv’d the Credit of the Oracle,
werc it one-way or other 3 and this they certanly
didy or we have room to think the Devir kno]w(s
efs
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lefs of Things now than he did in former
Days.

It is true that by thefe Delufions the Priefts
got infinite Sums of Money, and this makes it
ftill probable that they would labour hard, and
nfe the utmoft of their Skill to uphold the Cre-
dit of their Oracles; and ’tis a full Difcovery, as
well of the Subtlety of the Sacrifts, as of the Ig-
norance and Stupidity of the People, in thofe
early Days of Sataw’s Witchcraft 5 to fee what
merry Work the Dewvil made with the World,
and what grofs Things he put upon Mankind :
Such was the Story of the Dordonian Oracle in
Epirusy wiz. 'That two Pigeons flew out of
Thebes (N. B. it was the Egyptian Thebes) from
the Temple of Belus, ereted there by the an-
tient Sacrifts, and that one of thefe fled Eaft-
ward into Lybia, and the Defarts of dfrick, and
the other into Greece, namely, to Dordona, and
thefe communicated the divine Myfteries to one
another, and afterwards gave myftical Solutions
to the devout Enquirers ;5 firft the Dordonian Pi-
geon perching upon an Oak fpoke audibly to the
People there, that the Gods commanded them
to build an Oracle, or Temple, to Fupiter, in
that Place ; which was accordingly done: The
other Pigeon did the like on the Hill in Africa,
where it commanded them to build another to
Fupiter dmmon, or Hammon.

Wife Cicero contemned all this, and,as Authors
tell us, ridiculed the Anfwer, which, as I have
hinted above, the Oracle gave to Cre/us, prov-
ing that the Oracle it felf was a Liar, that it
could not come from 4pollo, for that Apollo ne-
ver fpoke Latin: In a Word, Cicero rejeted them
all, and Demofthenes alfo mentions the Cheats of
the Oracles; when fpeaking of the Oracle of 4-
polloy he faid, Pithia Pbhilyppiz’d; that is, that

3 when
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when the Priefts were brib’d with Money, they
always gave their Anfwers in favour of Philip of
Macedon.

But that which is moft ftrange to me is, that
in this Difpute about the Reality of Oracles, the
Heathen who made ufe of them are the People
who expofe them, and who infift moft pofitively
upon their being Cheats and Impoftors, as in par-
ticular thofe mentioned above ; while the Chri-
tians who rejeét them, yet believe they did re-
ally .forctel Things, anfwer Queftions, &¢. on-
ly with this Difference, that the Heathen Authors
who oppofe them, infift that ’tis all Delufion and
Cheat, and charge it upon the Priefts ; and the
Chriftian Oppofers infift that it was real, but that
the Dewil, not the Gods, gavethe Anfwers; and
that he was permitted to do it by a {uperior Pow -
er, to magnify that Power in the total filencing
them at latt.

But, as I faid before, T am with the Heathen
here, againft the Chriftian Writers, for T takeit
all to be a Cheat and Delufion: I muft give my
Reafon for ity or I do nothing; my Reafon 1s
this, I infift Satan is as blind in Matters of Fu-
turity, as weare, and can tell nothing of what is
to come; thefe Oracles often pretending to pre-
dict, could be nothing clfe therefore but a Cheat
form’d by the Moncy-getting Priefts to amufe
the World, and bring Grift to their Mill: If I
meet with any thing in my Way to open my Eyes
to a better Opinion of them, I fhall tell it you as
i goon.

On the other hand, whether the Dewil really
fpake in thofe Oracles, or fct the cunning Priefts
to {peak for him ; whether they predicted, or
only madc the People believe they predicted;
whether they gave Anfwers which came to pafs,
or prevail’d upon the People to believe tllmt

what
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what was faid did come to pafs, it was much at
one, and fully anfwer’d the Devil’s End ; namely,
to amufe and delude the World ; and as to do,
or to caufe to be done, is the fame Part of Speech,
fo whoever did ity the Devil’s Intereft was carried
on by it, his Government preferv’d, and all the
Mifchief he could defire was effectually brought
to pafs, fo that every way they were the Devil’s
Oracles, that’s out of the Queftion.

Indeed I have wonder’d fometimes why, fince
by this Sorcery the Devil perform’d fuch Won-
ders, that is, play’d fo many T'ricks in the World,
and had fuch univerfal Succefs, he thould fet up
no more of them; but there might be a great ma-
ny Reafons given for that, too long to tire you
with at prefent : *Tis true, there were not many
of them, and yet confidering what a great deal of
Bufinefs they difpatch’d, it was cnough, for fix
or eight Oracles were more than {ufficient to a-
mufe all the World : The chief Oracles we meet
with in Hiftory arc among the Grecks and the Ro-
ansy VIZ.

That of Fupiter Ammon,in Lybia, as above.
The Dordonian, in Epirus.
Apollo Delphicus, in the Country of Phocis
in Greece.
Apollo Clavius, in Afia Minor.
Serapis, in Alexandria in Egypt.
Trophomis, in Beotia.
Sybilla Cumea, in Italy.
Diana, at Epbefus.
Apollo Daphneus, at Antioch.
Befides many of leflfer Note, in feveral other
Places, as I have hinted before.

T have nothing to do here with the Story men-

tioned by Plutarch, of a Voice being hcar% at
' ea,
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Sea, from fome of the Iflands call’d the Echinades,
and calling upon one Zhamuz, an Egyytian, who
was onboard a Ship, bidding him, when he came
to the Palodes, other Iflands in the Jonian Seas,
tell them there that the great God Pan was dead 5
and when Thamuz perform’d it, great Groanings,
and Howlings, and Lamentation were heard from
the Shore. _

This Tale tells but indifferently, tho’ indeed
it looks more like @ Chrifiian Fable, than a Pa-

an 3 becaufe it {feems as if made to honour the
%hriﬁian Worfhip, and blaft all the Pagan Ido-
latry; and for that Reafon I reject it, the Chri-
ftian Profeffion needing no fuch fabulous Stuff to
confirm it.

Nor is it true in fact,” that the Oracles did
ceafe immediately upon the Death of Chrift;
but, as I noted before, the Sum of the Matter
is this ; the Chriftian Religion {preading it felf
univerfally, as well as miraculoufly, and that too
by the Foolifbnefs of Preaching, into all Parts of
the World, the Oracles ceas’d ; that is to fay,
their Trade ceas’d, their Rogueries were daily
detected, the deluded People being better taught,
came no more after them, and being atham’d, as
well as difcourag’d, they fneak’d out of the
World as well as they could; in fhort the Cu-
ftomers fell off; and the Priefls, who were the
Shopkeepers, having no Bufinefs to do, fhut up
their Shops, broke, and went away; the Trade
and the Tradefmen were hifs’d off the Stage toge-
ther; fo that the Devil, who,it muitbe confefs’d,
got infinitely by the Cheat, became bankrupt,
and was oblig’d to fet other Engines at work, as
other Cheats and Deceivers do, who when one
Trick grows ftale, and will ferve no longer, are
forc’d to try another.

Nor
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Nor was the Devil to feek in new Meafures
for tho’ he could not give out his delufive Trafk
as he did before, in Pomp and State, with the
Solemnity of a Temple and a Set of Enthufiafts
call'd Priefts, who plaid a thoufand Tricks to
amufe the World, he then had Recourfe to his
old Egyptian Method, which indeed was more
antient than that of Oracles 5 and that was by Ma-
gic, Sorcery, Familiars, Witchcraft, and the like.

Of this we find the people of the Souzh, that
is, of Arabia and Chaldea were the firft, from
whence we are told of the Wife Men, that is to
fay, Magicians, were call’d Chaldeans and South=
Jayers. Hence alfo we find Abaziah the King of
Ifrael {ent to Baalzebub the God of Ekrom, to
enquire whether he fhould live or die? This fome
think was a kind of an Oracle, tho’ others think
it was only fome over-grown Magician, who
counterfeited himfelf to be a Devil, and obtain’d
upon that Idol-hunting Age to make a Cunning
Man of him ; and for that Purpofe he got him-
felf made a Prieft of Baalzebub, the God of
Ekvon, and gave out Anfwers in his Name.
Thus thofe merry Fellows in Egypt, Fannes and
Fambres, are faid to mimick Mofes and Aaron,
when they work’d the miraculous Plagues upon
the Egyptians ; and we have fome Inftances in
Scripture that fupport this, fuch as the Witch of
Endory the King Manaffes, who dealt with the
Devil openly, and had a Familiar ; the Woman
mentioned .{fs xvi. who had a Spirit of Divi-
nation, and who got Money by playing the Ora-
cle; that is, anfwering doubtful Queftious, &c.
which Spirit, or Dewvi/, the Apoftles caft out.

Now tho’ it is true that the old Women in the
World have fill’d us with Tales, fome improba-~
ble, others impoffible ; fome weak, fome ridicu-
lous, and that this puts a general Difcreditupon 2ll

the
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the graver Matrons, who entertain us with Sto-
ries better put together , yet ’tis certain, and I
muft be allow’d to afhrm, that the Devil does
not difdain to take into his Service many Troops
of good Old Women, and Old W omen-Men too;
who hefinds ’tis for his Service to keepin conftant
Pay ; to thefe he is found. frequently to com-
municate his Mind, and oftentimes we find them
fuch Proficients, that they know much more than
the Dewil can teach them.

How far our antient Friend AMerlin, or the
grave Matron his (Satan’s) moit trufty and well-
beloved Coufin and Counfellor, Mother Shiproiry
were commiffioned by him to give ouc their pro-
phetic Oracles, and what degree of Poffeflion he
may have arrived to in them upon their Midnight
Excurfions, I will not undertake to prove ;. but
that he might be acquainted with them both, as
well as with feveral of our modern Gentlemen, 1
will not deny neither.

I confefs it is not very incongruous with the
Dewil’s Temper, or with the Nature of his
Bufinefs, to fhift hands ; poflibly he found that
he had tried the World with Oracular Cheats ;
that Men began to be furfeited with them, and
grew fick of the Frauds which were fo fre-
quently detected ; that it was time to take new
Meafures, and contrive fome new Trick to Bite
the World, that he might not be expos’d to Con-
tempt ; or perhaps he faw the Approach of new
Light, which the Chriftian Doétrine bringing
with it began to fpread in the Minds of Men ;
that it would out-fhine the dim burning ignis
Satuus, with which he had {o- long cheated Man-
kind, and was afraid to ftand it, left he fhould
be mobb’d off the Stage by his own People, when
their Eyes fhould begin to open : That upon this
foot he might in Policy withdraw from thofe old

1 Retreats
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Retreats the Oracles, and reftrain thofe Refponfes
before they loft all their Credit; for we find the
People feem’d to be at a mighty Lofs for fome
time, for want of them, fo that it made them
run up and down to Conjurers, and Man-Goflips,
to brazen Heads, {peaking Calves, and innume-
rable fimple Th'ngs, fo grofs that they are fcarce
fit to be named, to fatisfy the Itch of having their
Fortunes told them, as we call it.

Now as the DeviL is very feldom blind to his
own Intereft, and therefore thought fit to quit
his old way of impofing upon the World by his
Oracles, only becaufe he found the World began
to be too wife to be impofed upon that way ; fo
on the other hand, finding there was flill a Pof-
fibilisy to delude the World, tho’ by other In-
ftruments, he no fooner laid down his Oracles,
and the folemn Pageantry, magnificent Appear-
ances, and other Frauds of his Priefts and Vota-
ries, in their Temples and Shrines; but he fet up
a new Trade, and having, as I have faid, Agents
and Inftruments {ufficient for any Bufines that he
could have to employ them in, he begins in Cor-
ners, as the learned "and merry Dr. Brown lays,
and exercifes his minor Trumperies by way of
his own contriving, lifting a2 great Number of
new-found Operators, fuch as Witches, Magi-
cians, Diviners, Figure-cafters, Aftrologers, and
fuch inferior Seducers.

Now it is true, as that Doctor fays, this was
running into Corners, as if he had been expell’d
his mere triumphant way of giving Audience in
I'orm, which for fo many Ages had been allow’d
him ; yet I mult add, that as it feem’d to be the
Deviv’s own doing, from a right Judgment of
his Affairs, which had taken a new Turn in the
World, upon the fhining of new Lights from
the Chriftian Do&rine, {o it muft be acknow-

ledged
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ledged the Dewil made himfelf amends upon Man-
kind, by the various Methods he took, and the
Multitude of Inftruments he employ’d; and per-
haps deluded Mankind in a more fatal and fenfi-
ble manner than he did before, tho’ not fo uni-
verfally. ,

He had indeed before more Porip and Figure
put upon it, and he cheated Mankind then 1n a
Way of Magnifience and Splendor ;5 but this
was not in above eight or ten principal Places, and
not fifty Places in all, public or private ; whereas
now fifty thoufand of his Angels and Inftruments,
vifible and invifible, hardly may be faid to fuffice
for one Town or City ; but in fhort, as his invi-
fible Agents fill the Air, and are at hand for Mif=
chief on every Emergence, fo his vifible Fools
fwarm in every Village, and you have {carce a
Hamlet or a Town but his Emiffaries are at Hand
for Bufinefs ; and which is flill worfe, in all Pla-
ces he finds Bufinefs, nay even where Religion is
planted and feems to flourith; yet he keeps his
Ground and puthes his Intereft according to what
has been faid elfewhere] upon the fame Subjett,
that wherever Religion plants, the Devil plants
clofe by it.

Nor, as I fay, does he fail of Succefs, Delufion
{preads like a Plague, and the Devil is fure of Vo-
tarics ; like a true Mountebank, he can always
bring a Croud about his Stage, and that fome
Times fafter than other People.

What I obferve upon this Subject is this, that
the World is at a ftrange Lofs for want of the-
Devil; if it was not fo, what’s the Reafon, that
upon the filencing the Oracles, and Religion tell-
ing them that Miracles are ceas’d, and that God
has donc {peaking by Prophets, they never enquire
whether Heaven has eftablifh’d any other or new

Way of Revelation, but away they ran with
their
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