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W ith o u t th e  c le a r in g  u p  o f  th is  v ita l  p o in t, h o w  c o u ld  th e  S p e c ia l C o m m itte e  o f  th e  
N a tio n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  S p ir itu a lis ts  c o m e  to  a n  u n q u e s tio n a b le  d e c is io n  in  th e  W illia m s —  
R ita  ca se ?  I f  th o se  tw o  m e d iu m s  c h o o se  to  a n n o u n c e  th a t  h e n c e fo r th  th e y  w ill 
p ro fe s s io n a lly  g iv e  n o n e  b u t  �@�����  in  w h ic h  th e ir  h a n d s  w ill  b e  h e ld  all th e  tim e , a n d  i f  
th e  sp ir its  c o m m o n ly  a m u se  th e m s e lv e s  in  fu tu re  a t su ch  �@�����  b y  b r in g in g  in  an d  
le a v in g  o n  th e  ta b le  a  h e a p  o f  d ra p e ry , w h ic h  th e y  c a n  e a s ily  do , th e  k n o w le d g e  w ill g ro w  
in  th e  p u b lic  m in d  th a t  a n o th e r  s o lu tio n  o f  th e  D u tc h  c h a rg e  th a n  th e  o n e  g iv e n  b y  th e  
c o m m itte e  is  p o ss ib le ;  a lso  th a t  e ig h t y e a rs  o f  g o o d  c h a ra c te r  e n title d  M r. W illia m s  to  th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  th e  d o u b t. T h e  g e n e ra l d is s a t is fa c t io n  o f  th e  p u b lic  w ith  c a b in e t  �@�����  h a d  b e e n  
p u b lis h e d  b y  M r. S ta in to n  M o s e s  a n d  o th e rs  lo n g  b e fo re  th e  ������  in  H o lla n d , a n d  u n til  
m e d iu m s  w ith  th e  k in d  o f  p o w e r  p o s s e s s e d  b y  M r. W illia m s  a n n o u n c e  th a t  th e y  w ill  g iv e  
n o  m o re  d a rk  �@�����  u n le s s  th e y  a re  h e ld  b y  b o th  h a n d s  all th e  t im e , th e y  w ill  b e  a  so u rc e  
o f  u n e a s in e s s  to  th e ir  f r ie n d s , a n d  k e e p  th e  m o v e m e n t in  c o n s ta n t  d an g e r.

If, a t A m s te rd a m , th e  tw o  m e d iu m s  o b ta in e d  s tro n g  m a n ife s ta t io n s  th e  f ir s t  p a r t  o f  th e  
e v e n in g  w h ile  th e ir  h a n d s  w e re  h e ld , i t  is  p r o o f  th a t  th e y  w e re  so  fa r  u n d e r  sp ir i t  c o n tro l 
th a t  v e ry  n ig h t  th a t  th e  sp ir i ts  a b o u t th e m  m u s t  h a v e  k n o w n  o f  th e  in te n d e d  u se , la te r  on , o f  
m a s q u e ra d in g  g e a r  b y  sp ir its  o r  m ed iu m s.

I t  is  n o t  a  fac t, as  so m e  a sse r t, th a t  b a d  re su lts  a re  a lw a y s  c a u se d  b y  th e  b a d  sp ir itu a l 
s ta te  o f  th e  s itte rs . T h e  D a v e n p o r ts  a lw a y s  h a d  b a d , ig n o ra n t, a n d  u p ro a r io u s  s itte rs , y e t  
re g u la r ly  o b ta in e d  u n q u e s tio n a b le  m a n ife s ta tio n s . M r. J e n c k e n  h a s  n u m b e rs  o f  p r iv a te  
�@�����  w ith  n o b o d y  b u t  h im s e lf  a n d  M rs . J e n c k e n  p re se n t, o r  a  fe w  se le c te d  s itte rs , a n d  
te s t if ie s  th a t  th e  sp ir its  te ll  q u a n titie s  o f  “ o b je c tle s s  l ie s .” W e  h a v e  k n o w n  sp ir its  to  w ilfu l ly  
d e c e iv e  w h e n  n o n e  b u t  tru th fu l a n d  f r ie n d ly  e le m e n ts  w e re  p re s e n t  in  th e  c irc le . T h is  is  p a r t  
o f  th e  d a rk  s id e  o f  S p ir itu a lism , a m id  m u c h  th a t  is  b r ig h t. I t  is  tru e  th a t  u n p le a s a n t  s itte rs  
so m e tim e s  e x e rc is e  a  m a rk e d  in f lu e n c e  o v e r  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  b u t  th o se  w h o  say  th a t  b a d  
sp ir i ts  w ill n e v e r  a tte m p t to  d e c e iv e  a  g o o d  c irc le  a re  in  e rro r. S e v e ra l tru th fu l  p e o p le  h a v e  
h a d  to  g iv e  u p  w r itin g  m e d iu m s h ip  b e c a u s e  o f  m a lic io u s  u n tru th s  w r itte n  th ro u g h  th e ir  o w n  
h a n d s  w h ile  th e y  w e re  a lo n e . T h e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  so m e  o th e r  w r it in g  m e d iu m s , o n  th e  
c o n tra ry , h a s  b e e n  all g o o d . S p ir i tu a lism  o p e n s  th e  g a te s  o f  a n e w  w o rld , in  w h ic h  g o o d  a n d  
ev il a re  in te rm ix e d .

T h e  o u ts id e  p u b lic , a n d  m o s t  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  h a d  l im ite d  e x p e rie n c e  in  p sy c h ic  
p h e n o m e n a , w ill  la rg e ly  e n d o rs e  th e  a c tio n  o f  th e  S p ec ia l C o m m itte e ; b u t  th o s e  p r iv i le g e d  
S p ir itu a lis ts  w h o  h a v e  c o n s ta n tly  h a d  s tro n g  p h e n o m e n a  in  th e ir  o w n  fa m ilie s  in  th e ir  o w n  
h o m e s— su c h  as M rs . S h o w ers , M r. Je n c k e n , a n d  M r. a n d  M rs . C o o k — a n d  w h o  k n o w  th e  
a n n o y in g  p ra n k s  w h ic h  so m e  o f  th e  sp ir its  w h o  p ro d u c e  p h y s ic a l m a n ife s ta t io n s  a re  
c o n s ta n tly  p la y in g , a re  e x a c tly  th e  p e rs o n s  w h o  w o u ld  n o t  b e  so  su re  a b o u t th e  a c c u ra c y  o f  
th e  c o m m it te e ’s d e c is io n . A s  th e  m e d iu m  is  a lm o s t a lw a y s  in  a  d e a d  tra n c e  w h e n  
m a te r ia lis a t io n  m a n ife s ta t io n s  a re  a t  th e ir  h e ig h t, i t  is  lit tle  u s e  a sk in g  h im  a b o u t th e  c h a ra c ­
te r is t ic s  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a ; in  fac t, S p ir i tu a lis ts  h a v e  all a lo n g  g a in e d  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t th e  p h e n o m e n a  b y  c a re fu l p e rso n a l o b s e rv a tio n  th a n  th e y  h a v e  o b ta in e d  b y  
q u e s tio n in g  sp ir its  o r  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  m ed iu m s .
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h a n d , I  o f fe re d  “ Jo h n  K in g ” m y  le f t  h a n d , w h ic h  h e  s e iz e d  w ith  a  f irm  g rip , a n d  I, s ta n d in g  
u p , f e l t  th e  s p ir i t-h a n d  as h ig h  as I  c o u ld  rea c h ; a t th e  sa m e  tim e , w ith  m y  r ig h t  h a n d  I h e ld  
th e  m e d iu m ’s h a n d  d o w n  u p o n  th e  tab le . A f te rw a rd s  “P e te r” s h o o k  h a n d s  w ith  u s , b u t  h is  
h a n d  w a s  n o t  so  w e ll  fo rm e d  as  “ J o h n ’s .” T h e  m o s t  w o n d e r fu l  a n d  g ra t ify in g  m a n i­
fe s ta tio n , h o w e v e r , w a s  th e  d is t in c t  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  “ Jo h n  K in g ” in  o u r  m id s t, w h ile  th e  
m e d iu m  w a s  b e in g  se c u re ly  h e ld  a t  th e  ta b le  b y  m y s e l f  a n d  M r. C . F irs t, a  l ig h t  w a s  seen  
h o v e r in g  o v e r  th e  ta b le , a n d  th e n  th e  l ig h t  d e v e lo p e d  in to  a  face , so  l ik e  o th e r  
m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  “ Jo h n  K in g ” th a t  i t  w a s  in s ta n tly  re c o g n ise d .

T h e  fa c e  w a s  v is ib le  to  ea ch , a n d  it  c a m e  a n d  w e n t  se v e ra l tim es . “ J o h n  K in g ” se e m e d  
h ig h ly  p le a s e d  w ith  h is  su c ce ss , a n d  so  w e re  w e  all. T h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  sp ir i t  u n d e r  
s tr ic te r  te s t  c o n d itio n s  c o u ld  h a rd ly  b e  w is h e d  for. A t o n e  t im e  th e  lu m in o s ity  in  th e  ro o m  
w a s  so  b r ig h t  th a t  I  c o u ld  see  m y  ���%F%��� q u ite  p la in ly . C o n s p ic u o u s  o b je c ts  in  th e  ro o m  
w e re  a lso  re n d e re d  v is ib le  b y  th e  m y s te r io u s  lig h t. “K a t ie ” a tte m p te d  to  s h o w  h e rse lf , b u t  
h e r  fe a tu re s  w e re  n o t  d isc e rn ib le  b y  m e. A  s tra n g e  v o ic e  w a s  h e a rd  s p e a k in g  to  M r. A ., an d  
I  a sk e d  “K a tie ” i f  an y  o f  m y  s p ir i t- f r ie n d s  w e re  p re se n t. S h e  sa id , “ Y es ; th e  o n e  w h o  is 
a lw a y s  w ith  y o u .” “ C a n  h e  sp e a k  to  m e ? ” “ I  d o n 't  k n o w ; h e  w ill  t ry  to  to u c h  y o u .” S h o rtly  
a f te rw a rd s  I  f e l t  a  h a n d  p a tt in g  m e  o n  th e  h e a d , th e n  th e re  w a s  a  so u n d  n e a r  m y  ear, as  i f  
so m e  o n e  w a s  try in g  to  sp eak , a n d  so o n  w o rd s  w e re  u tte re d . O n  m y  e x p re s s in g  su rp r ise  th a t  
m y  s p ir i t- f r ie n d  sh o u ld  b e  a b le  to  sp e a k  w ith  th e  d ire c t  v o ic e , “ Jo h n  K in g ” p ro m p tly  
re m a rk e d . “W e  d id  w h a t  w e  c o u ld  to  h e lp  h im , y o u  k n o w .”

I m u s t  n o t  o m it to  m e n tio n  th a t  f re q u e n tly  d u r in g  th e  s e a n c e  a  la rg e  m u s ic a l-b o x , 
w e ig h in g , I  g u e ss , so m e  te n  p o u n d s , w a s  ta k e n  f ro m  th e  ta b le  a n d  f lo a te d  a b o u t th e  ro o m , 
th e  m o tio n  u s u a lly  c o rre s p o n d in g  to  th e  tu n e . O n c e  in  m a k in g  th e  c irc u it  th e  m u s ic a l-b o x  
to u c h e d  e a c h  o n  th e  h e a d , a n d  a t a n o th e r  t im e  I  w a s  g e n tly  s tru c k  w ith  i t  o n  th e  b a c k  
b e tw e e n  th e  sh o u ld e rs , a n d  I  su p p o se  th e  o th e r  s itte rs  w e re  tre a te d  in  a  s im ila r  m an n e r. 
A g a in , w h ile  th e  m u s ic a l-b o x  w a s  p la y in g  o n  th e  ta b le , th e  in v is ib le s  b e a t  t im e  to  th e  tu n e  
w ith  a  c h a ir  u p o n  m y  h ead . T h e  b e a tin g  w a s  v e ry  l ig h t, o f  co u rse . In  c o n c lu s io n , I  w o u ld  
re p e a t  th a t  f ro m  f ir s t  to  la s t  th e  m e d iu m s  h a n d s , w e re  se c u re ly  h e ld  b y  m y s e l f  o n  o n e  s id e  
a n d  b y  M r. C . o n  th e  o th e r; a n d  th a t  th e re  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  b e e n  an y  tr ic k e ry  o r  
d e lu s io n  is  h e re b y  a f f irm e d  b y

O N E  W H O  K N O W S
J u n e  6, 1873.

[O u r c o rre s p o n d e n t is  th e  e d ito r  o f  an  in f lu e n tia l  p ro v in c ia l  p a p e r .37 E D . M .]

I n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  w e  s t a r t  w i t h  -  C a t h e r i n e  ( K a t e )  E l i z a b e t h  W o o d  1 8 5 4 ­

1 8 8 4 :

37 B u rn s  w o u ld  b e  r e fe r r in g  to , ���� �������������  p u b lis h e d  a t  B o s to n  J u ly -D e c e m b e r  1872 . T h e  W e s te rn  S ta r  
w a s  su s p e n d e d  p r im a r i ly  d u e  to  th e  B o s to n  F ire s , b u t  n e v e r  re -s ta r te d . T h e se  jo u r n a ls  a re  a ll  a v a ila b le  o n  
M a rc  D e m a r e s t ’s e x c e lle n t, E .H . B r i t te n  s ite :— http ://ehbritten.org/bibliography.htm l
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Jo h n  B e n e d ic t  B u e s c h e r  @  £ 1 4 .5 0  -  in c l. U .K . p o s ta g e .

S ee  P s y p io n e e r  4 .1 :— http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP4.1January08..pdf 
Mrs Miller’s Gift - A Celebration of 75 Years of the Edinburgh College of 
Parapsychology formerly Edinburgh Psychic College & Library’ B y  G e ra ld  O ’H a ra  &  A n n  
H a rr is o n  @  £ 7 .5 0  +  P p  IS B N : 9 7 8 -0 -9 5 1 -4 5 3 4 -9 -0 .
S ee  P s y p io n e e r  4 .1 :— http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP4.1January08..pdf

'Dead Men’s Embers’ B y  G e ra ld  O ’H a ra  @  £ 1 4 .9 9  + P p  £ 2 .5 0  (U .K .)  IS B N : 9 7 8 -0 ­
9 5 1 4 5 3 4 -6 -9 . S ee  P s y p io n e e r  b o o k  re v ie w :—  
http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP3.1January07..pdf

'Six Lectures on Theology and Nature’ B y  E m m a  H a rd in g e  f ir s t  p u b lis h e d  in  1860 . Re­
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