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FRAUDULENT MEDIUM OF THE
CENTURY?

W illia m  R o y 1 (1 9 1 1 -1 9 7 7 )  is  a  fa d in g  
m e m o ry  in  U K  S p iritu a lism . B u t  h e  h a s  
so m e  c la im  to  b e  th e  m o s t  t ro u b le so m e  
f ra u d u le n t  m e d iu m  o f  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry 1 2 
n o t  le a s t  b e c a u s e  h e  re -a p p e a re d  la te r  u n d e r  
a  d if fe re n t  a s su m e d  n am e .

W e  a re  re p r in tin g  f ir s t  b e lo w  tw o  g e n e ra l 
a c c o u n ts  o f  R o y ’s frau d . T h e  f ir s t  is  b y  
te c h n ic a l jo u rn a l is t  E g o n  L a rs e n ,3 4 w h o  
se ttle d  in  B rita in .

T h is  te l ls  th e  s to ry  in  a  w a y  sy m p a th e tic  to  
M a u r ic e  B a rb a n e ll, e d ito r  o f  Two Worlds a t 
th e  t im e  (1 9 5 8 ). R o y  so ld  h is  s to ry  to  th e  
Sunday Pictorial, n o w  c a lle d  th e  Sunday 
Mirror. B u t  b y  th e  t im e  o f  L a r s e n ’s b o o k , 
B a rb a n e ll  w a s  in  h is  se c o n d  te rm  as e d ito r  
a lso  o f  Psychic News.

T h e  o th e r, s lig h tly  e a r lie r  a c c o u n t is  b y  
S im e o n  E d m u n d s  in  h is  b o o k  Spiritualism: a 

Critical Survey.4 S im e o n  a n d  B a rb ie  h a d  a  lo n g -ru n n in g  feu d , a n d  sn ip e d  a t e a c h  o th e r  
sh a rp ly  in  PN, LIGHT a n d  o th e r  p u b lic a tio n s . ( I t  o n c e  fe ll to  th e ir  m u tu a l f r ie n d , A rc h ie  
J a rm a n  to  p e rs u a d e  e a c h  to  d ro p  a  lib e l c a se  a g a in s t  th e  o th e r .)

S im e o n  m a y  w e ll h a v e  u s e d  th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  P s y c h ic a l  R e s e a rc h  (S P R ) f ile  o n  th e  R o y  
ca se , e sp e c ia lly  i f  i t  c o n ta in s  th e  S u n d ay  P ic to r ia l  a r t ic le s  in  fu ll. D o n a ld  W e s t ,5 w h e n  
re s e a rc h  o f f ic e r  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , h a d  ta n g le d  w ith  W illia m  R o y . In  J a n u a ry  1948 , J S P R 6 
re p o r te d  o n  re s p o n s e s  to  an  o f fe r  o f  m o n e y  fo r  a  p h y s ic a l m e d iu m s h ip  tes t:

1 Photograph of William Roy is taken from The Two Worlds February 22, 1958, page 2.

2 Gale Encyclopedia of Occultism & Parapsychology. William Roy: —http://www.answers.com/topic/william- 
roy

3 Nachlass Egon Larsen 1904-1990:—http://www.br-online.de/content/cms/Universalseite/2008/04/03/cumulus/BR- 
online-Publikation--107572-20080402131931.pdf

4 Spiritualism: a Critical Survey by Simeon Edmunds, Aquarian Press, November 1966.

5 More on Donald West, in this issue see page 156:— William Roy Lies About “Test” Séance.

6 Journal, Society for Psychical Research (JSPR) has been published continuously since 1884
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“ T h e  th ird  m e d iu m , M r  W illia m  R o y , a f te r  a  p re l im in a ry  v is i t  to  in sp e c t  th e  
in f ra - re d  te le s c o p e , c a m e  fo r  a  s it t in g  o n  13 O c to b e r  1947 . H e  w a s  to  b r in g  w ith  
h im  h is  o w n  c irc le  o f  s itte rs , b u t  o n  th e  d ay  o f  th e  s it t in g  h e  in fo rm e d  u s  th a t  
th e y  d e c lin e d  to  a c c o m p a n y  h im . M r  R o y  w e n t  in to  a n  a lle g e d  tra n c e  a n d  th e  
“ c o n tro l” sp o k e , b u t  n o  p h y s ic a l p h e n o m e n a  o c c u rre d . M r  R o y  d e c la re d  h im s e lf  
s a tis f ie d  w ith  th e  c o n d it io n s  a t  th e  tim e , a n d  a g re e d  to  c o m e  a g a in  a  fo r tn ig h t  
la te r. H o w e v e r , h e  la te r  c a n c e lle d  th is  a p p o in tm e n t, o n  th e  p le a  o f  a n o th e r  
e n g a g e m e n t, a n d  fa i le d  to  g iv e  an  a lte rn a tiv e  d a te . O n  12 D e c e m b e r  h e  w a s  
re m in d e d  b y  le t te r  th a t  th e  o ffe r  c lo se d  o n  31 D e c e m b e r . H e  re p lie d  th a t  n e ith e r  
t im e - l im its  n o r  P r iz e  M o n e y  in te re s te d  h im , b u t  g a v e  o n e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  h e  
m ig h t o f fe r  h im s e lf  to  th e  S .P .R . fo r  in v e s t ig a tio n  in  1 9 4 8 .”

S o m e  p e o p le  b la m e d  th e  re s e a rc h e rs  fo r  th e  u n s u c c e s s fu l  a tte m p t to  w o o  p h y s ic a l 
m e d iu m s , b u t  D o n a ld  W e s t  n o te d  in  J S P R  M a y  1948:

“M r  W illia m  R o y , o n e  o f  th e  m e d iu m s  in  q u e s tio n , p ro d u c e d  c o n s id e ra b le  
tru m p e t  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  “v o ic e s ” a t  a  s é a n c e  a t  th e  In te rn a tio n a l In s t i tu te  fo r  
E x p e r im e n ta l  M e ta p h y s ic s  a t w h ic h  I  w a s  p re se n t. T h e  c irc le  th e re  c o n ta in e d  a 
m u c h  h ig h e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f  s c e p tic a l ly -m in d e d  p e rs o n s  th a n  th e  c irc le  w ith  
w h ic h  M r  R o y  sa t a t th e  S o c ie ty . T h e  sa m e  m e d iu m  h a s  b e e n  a b le  to  g iv e  
p u b lic  d e m o n s tra t io n s  o f  th e  “ d ire c t  v o ic e ” f ro m  in s id e  a  d a rk  c a b in e t  o n  th e  
th e a tre  s tag e . T h e  a u d ie n c e  a t th e s e  p e rfo rm a n c e s  m u s t  so m e tim e s  c o n ta in  
p e o p le  w h o  a re  re a lly  a n ta g o n is tic , b u t  th e  “ tra n c e  s ta te ” c o m e s  a n d  th e  
“v o ic e s ” a re  h e a rd  p ro m p tly  a n d  in fa llib ly . T h e  p re c a u tio n s  ta k e n  b y  th e  
in v e s tig a to rs , n o t  th e ir  s ta te  o f  m in d , is  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  s to p p a g e  o f  
“ p h e n o m e n a ”

D e s p ite  p ro d u c in g  n o th in g , R o y  p o s s ib ly  m a d e  u s e  o f  th e  S P R  to  e n h a n c e  h is  re p u ta tio n , 
fo r  D r  W e s t  e x p la in ed :

“ W h ile  o n  th e  s u b je c t o f  th e  in v e s t ig a tio n  o f  M r  R o y  a n d  o th e r  p h y s ic a l 
m e d iu m s , I  sh o u ld  l ik e  to  ta k e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  c o rre c t a n  e x tra o rd in a ry  
ru m o u r  w h ic h  se v e ra l p e o p le  te ll  m e  th e y  h a v e  h e a rd  in  s p ir i tu a lis t  c irc le s . 
A c c o rd in g  to  th is  ru m o u r , M r  R o y  w a s  s tr ip p e d  a n d  sh a v e d  a n d  g e n e ra lly  
tre a te d  v e ry  u n s y m p a th e tic a l ly . I t  is  sa id  th a t  th e re  w a s  an  in te r ru p tio n  in  th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  s it t in g  a n d  th a t  h e  s u s ta in e d  in ju ry .

“ T h e  fa c ts  a re  th ese : M r  R o y  w a s  n e ith e r  s tr ip p e d  n o r  se a rc h e d , b u t  c a m e  in  
a n d  sa t d o w n  in  h is  o rd in a ry  c lo th e s . T w o  s p ir i tu a lis ts  f ro m  L e e d s  w h o  w a n te d  
to  m a k e  e n q u ir ie s  w e re  a d m itte d  b y  th e  c a re ta k e r  a n d  w e re  sh o w n  in to  a  ro o m  
n e x t d o o r  to  th e  s é a n c e  ro o m . H e a r in g  a  s é a n c e  b e g in n in g , a n d  w a n tin g  v e ry  
m u c h  to  a tte n d  it, th e y  ta p p e d  o n  th e  do o r. I  sa id , “ G o  aw ay , w e  a re  e n g a g e d .”
T h e  m e d iu m  w a s  n o t  y e t  in  à  tra n c e . T h a t  is  a ll. L a te r , d u r in g  th e  s é an c e , M r  
R o y  s lu m p e d  fo rw a rd  o f f  h is  c h a ir  o n  to  th e  g ro u n d . H e  sa id  a f te rw a rd s  a  c h a ir  
w ith  a rm s  w o u ld  h a v e  p re v e n te d  th is , b u t  a t th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t, w h e n  h e  w a s  
a sk e d  i f  th e re  w a s  a n y th in g  h e  w a n te d , h e  m a d e  n o  re q u e s t  o f  th is  k in d . H e  to ld
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u s  a t th e  t im e  th a t  a p a r t  f ro m  th is  th e  c o n d itio n s  h a d  b e e n  p e rfe c tly  
s a tis fa c to ry .”

D e s p ite  th e  S P R  e x p la n a tio n  in  th e ir  o w n  p r iv a te  jo u rn a l ,  o n e  w o u ld  g u e s s  th a t  so m e  
S p ir itu a lis ts  d id  b e lie v e  th a t  W illia m  R o y  n a rro w ly  e s c a p e d  m a r ty rd o m  a t th e  SPR !

W e  w o u ld  n e e d  to  t re a t  R o y ’s o w n  1958  s to ry  o f  h is  b r il l ia n t  f ra u d s  c ritic a lly , q u ite  a p a r t  
f ro m  h o w  o w n  la te r  s ta te m e n ts . A f te r  a ll, th e  n e w s p a p e r  w h ic h  b o u g h t  h is  s to ry  w o u ld  
h a v e  w a n te d  s o m e th in g  se n sa tio n a l. N o t  e v e ry o n e  w h o m  h e  th o u g h t  h e  h a d  d e c e iv e d  w a s  
ta k e n  in . S till, th e re  a re  le s s o n s  to  b e  lea rn t. S o m e  m e d iu m s  fe a tu re d  in  S p ir itu a lis t  p a p e rs  
a re  a c tu a lly  c h e a tin g , ta k in g  a d v a n ta g e  o f  la x  c o n d itio n s . I f  R o y  c o u ld  a c h ie v e  so m e  o f  h is  
f ra u d s  w ith  th e  te c h n o lo g y  o f  1950 , w h a t  c o u ld  h e  a c h ie v e  to d a y ?

L .P

T h e  f i r s t  a c c o u n t  b y  E g o n  L a r s e n : — 7

B U S I N E S S  W I T H  T H E  B E Y O N D

A  m a n  c a rry in g  a  f a ir -s iz e d  su itc a se  c a lle d  to  see  th e  e d ito r8 o f  Psychic News, th e  le a d in g  
sp ir i tu a lis t  jo u rn a l  in  L o n d o n , o n e  d ay  in  1952 . In  th e  o ff ic e  th e  v is i to r  o p e n e d  th e  case . I t  
c o n ta in e d  a  v a r ie ty  o f  e le c tr ic a l e q u ip m e n t: a  m ic ro p h o n e , an  a m p lif ie r , an  e a rp h o n e , a 
m in ia tu re  lo u d sp e a k e r , a  p a ir  o f  sh o e s  w ith  c o p p e r  p la te s  o n  th e ir  so les , a n d  a  te le s c o p ic  
ro d  lo o k in g  l ik e  th e  a e ria l o f  a  c a r  rad io .

‘I  am  th e  a s s is ta n t  o f  W illia m  R o y , th e  m e d iu m ,’ e x p la in e d  th e  v is i to r , ‘a n d  th is  is  a 
c o m p le te  se t o f  th e  e le c tr ic a l a p p a ra tu s  h e  h a d  m a d e  fo r  in s ta lla tio n  in  h is  n e w  h o u se . I t  is  
to  b e  u s e d  fo r  c o m m u n ic a tio n  b e tw e e n  R o y  in  th e  s é a n c e  ro o m  a n d  m y s e l f  in  a n  a d jo in in g  
o n e .’

T h e  e d ito r  w a s  n o t  a lto g e th e r  su rp r ise d . F o r  so m e  t im e  th e re  h a d  b e e n  d o u b ts  a m o n g  
s in c e re  s p ir i tu a lis ts  a b o u t th e  m e th o d s  o f  o n e  o f  E n g la n d ’s m o s t  fa m o u s  a n d  su c c e ss fu l 
m e d iu m s ; s till, th e  e x p o s u re  o f  W illia m  R o y  as a  f ra u d  a n d  a  fa k e  b y  h is  o w n  h e lp m a te  w a s  
so m e w h a t u n e x p e c te d .

A s  a  r e s u lt  o f  th a t  v is i t  a t th e  Psychic News o ff ic e , a  n u m b e r  o f  w e ll-k n o w n  E n g lis h  
s p ir i tu a lis ts  a sk e d  W illia m  R o y  a n d  h is  a s s is ta n t  to  a tte n d  a  m e e tin g  w h e re  th e  m a tte r  w a s  
to  b e  d isc u sse d . T h e y  b o th  c a m e — a n d  se e m e d  to  b e  th e  b e s t  o f  f r ie n d s  ag a in . T h e  a s s is ta n t

7 THE DECEIVERS Lives of the great imposters, b y  E g o n  L a r s e n  J o h n  B a k e r , L o n d o n  1966  p a g e s  1 3 4 -1 4 2 .

8 Psychic News e d ito r  a t  th is  t im e  w a s  A .W . A u s tin , 194 6  -  1953.
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h a d  c h a n g e d  h is  s to ry . H e  h a d  t r ie d  to  re v e n g e  h im s e lf  o n  M r  R o y  a f te r  a  p e rso n a l q u a rre l, 
h e  sa id , b y  a c c u s in g  h im  o f  u s in g  a p p a ra tu s  o f  th a t  k in d  to  c h e a t  h is  ‘s it te r s ’ a t sé an c e s . T h e  
q u a rre l h a d  n o w  b e e n  m a d e  u p , a n d  b o th  m e n  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  e q u ip m e n t h a d  b e e n  b u ilt  
m e re ly  ‘fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a  b e t ’ .

T h e  s p ir i tu a lis ts  w e re  o f  tw o  m in d s . S h o u ld  th e y  p u b lis h  th e  s to ry  a n d  le a v e  th e  re a d e rs  
to  a c c e p t  w h ic h e v e r  e x p la n a tio n  th e y  p re fe rre d ?  W o u ld  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  f ra u d  b e  su ff ic ie n t 
to  c o n v in c e  a  ju r y  i f  th e  c a se  c a m e  b e fo re  a  c o u rt?  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , sh o u ld  th e  fa k e  
m e d iu m  b e  a llo w e d  to  g o  o n  w ith  h is  d e c e p tio n ?  W illia m  R o y  p le a d e d  w ith  th e m  n o t to  
ta k e  an y  fu r th e r  s tep s . H e  g a v e  an  u n d e r ta k in g  to  le a v e  th e  c o u n try  a n d  g o  to  S o u th  A fr ic a , 
w h e re  h e  w o u ld  try  to  m a k e  a  l iv in g  w ith o u t  re s o r tin g  to  h is  ‘p sy c h ic  p o w e r s ’ . R o y ’s 
p ro m is e  s a tis f ie d  th e  sp ir i tu a lis ts , a n d  th e y  d e c id e d  to  ta k e  n o  ac tio n ; b u t  th e y  w ro te  to  th e ir  
f r ie n d s  in  S o u th  A fr ic a , w a rn in g  th e m  o f  th e  m e d iu m ’s im p e n d in g  v is it , a n d  a sk in g  th e m  to  
k e e p  an  e y e  o n  h im .

T h u s  W illia m  R o y ’s b r il l ia n tly  s u c c e s s fu l c a re e r  a s  a  m e d iu m  se e m e d  to  h a v e  c o m e  to  
an  en d , a n d  th e  s p ir i tu a lis t  b e lie v e rs  m u s t  h a v e  fe l t  re lie v e d . H e  h a d  b e e n , to  say  th e  le a s t, a 
c o n tro v e rs ia l  f ig u re . In v e s t ig a tio n s  h a d  sh o w n  th a t  h is  o r ig in a l n a m e  w a s  W illia m  G e o rg e  
H o lro y d , w h ic h  h e  la te r  c h a n g e d  to  P lo w rig h t. H e  w a s  b o rn  in  1911 , a n d  h e  h a d  b e e n  in  
c o n f l ic t  w ith  th e  la w  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  o c c a s io n s  as a  y o u n g  m an . F o r  so m e  tim e  h e  h a d  
w o rk e d  a t th e  te le p h o n e  e x c h a n g e  in  S lo u g h , w h e re  h e  a c q u ire d  a  s m a tte r in g  o f  e le c tro ­
te c h n ic a l  k n o w le d g e .

I t  w a s  d u r in g  th e  S e c o n d  W o rld  W a r  th a t  W illia m  P lo w r ig h t  b e c a m e  W illia m  R o y , th e  
sp ir i tu a lis t  m e d iu m — c o m fo r te r  o f  th e  b e re a v e d  w h o  lo n g e d  to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  th e ir  
dead . T h e re  w a s  n o th in g  b u t  p ra is e  a n d  a d m ira t io n  fo r  h im  in  th e  s p ir i tu a lis t  w o r ld  d u r in g  
th a t  p e rio d . ‘S o m e  o f  th e  f in e s t  e v id e n c e  e v e r  h e a rd  a t a  p u b lic  m e e tin g  w a s  w itn e s s e d  a t 
th e  K in g s w a y  H a ll  w h e n  W illia m  R o y  g a v e  a  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  th e  D ir e c t-V o ic e ,’ re p o r te d  
th e  Psychic News in  1947 . A  y e a r  la te r  h e  w a s  g iv e n  th e  e n th u s ia s t ic  h e a d lin e , S P IR IT  
V O IC E S  S P O K E  E V E N  W H E N  M E D IU M ’S M O U T H  W A S  F IL L E D  W IT H  D Y E D  
W A T E R . T h e  d y e d  w a te r , e x p la in e d  th e  a r tic le  in  th e  sp ir i tu a lis t  jo u rn a l , h a d  b e e n  p u t  in  
R o y ’s m o u th  b y  an  in v e s t ig a to r  w h o  k n e w  all th e  tr ic k s  o f  th e  tra d e ; a n d  i t  w a s  still th e re  
a f te r  a  s é a n c e  d u r in g  w h ic h  all k in d s  o f  sp ir its  h a d  sp o k en . D o c to rs  te s te d  th e  m e d iu m , t ie d  
h is  h a n d s , p u t  s tic k in g  p la s te r  o v e r  h is  m o u th ; still th e  sp ir i t  v o ic e s  w e re  h e a rd . S o m e 
p e o p le  sw o re  th e y  h a d  a c tu a lly  se en  R o y ’s ‘sp ir i t  g u id e s ’ m a te r ia liz e  d u r in g  a  sé an c e ; th e y  
fe l t  th o se  u n m is ta k a b le  c o ld  b re e z e s  so  fa m ilia r  to  sp ir i tu a lis ts , as  th o u g h  th e  p o r ta ls  o f  th e  
o th e r  w o r ld  w e re  su d d e n ly  th ru s t  o p e n ; th e y  sm e lt  l ila c  scen t, h e a rd  m e s s a g e s  in  S w e d ish  
a n d  S p a n ish , F re n c h  a n d  Y id d ish , a n d  e v e n  in  M a la y ; m o s t  im p o r ta n t  o f  a ll, th e y  
re c o g n iz e d  th e  v o ic e s  o f  th e ir  d e p a rte d  f r ie n d s  a n d  re la tiv e s , s p e a k in g  o f  th in g s  w h ic h  n o  
o u ts id e r  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  k n o w n . T h e re  w e re , in  B r i ta in  a lo n e , o v e r  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  u p  
a n d  d o w n  th e  c o u n try  w h o  c o u ld  v o u c h  fo r  th e  g e n u in e  p o w e rs  o f  W illia m  R o y  a s  an  
in te rm e d ia ry  b e tw e e n  o u r  w o r ld  a n d  th e  n e x t, a n d  th e  la te  M r  M a c k e n z ie  K in g , C a n a d a ’s 
P r im e  M in is te r , w h o  b e lie v e d  in  sp ir i tu a lism , w a s  sa id  to  h a v e  h e a rd  Q u e e n  V ic to r ia ’s an d  
M r  G la d s to n e ’s v o ic e s  a t  a  p r iv a te  s e a n c e  g iv e n  b y  W illia m  R o y .
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W a s  i t  p o s s ib le  th a t  th is  m a n  h a d  fo o le d  e v e ry b o d y ?  S till, w ith  R o y  sa fe ly  o u t o f  
E n g la n d , an d , a p p a re n tly  s te e r in g  c le a r  o f  sp ir i tu a lism  in  S o u th  A fr ic a , th e  q u e s tio n  w a s  
p e rh a p s  b e tte r  le f t  in  a b e y a n c e . In  1955 , h o w e v e r , n e w s  c a m e  f ro m  th a t  c o u n try  th a t  h e  w a s  
a g a in  a r ra n g in g  sé an c e s . A n d , su re  e n o u g h , so o n  h e  w a s  b a c k  in  L o n d o n  to  re s u m e  h is  
a c tiv itie s .

‘Me Just Simple Indian’

M a u ric e  B a rb a n e ll, e d ito r  o f  th e  L o n d o n  
s p ir i tu a lis t  jo u rn a l  Two Worlds,9 d e c id e d  th a t  th e  
t im e  h a d  c o m e  fo r  a  sh o w d o w n . In  A u g u s t  1955 
h e  p u b lis h e d  a  w a rn in g , a n d  n a m e d  W illia m  R o y  
as o n e  o f  fo u r  m e d iu m s 10 11 w h o  ‘h a d  b e e n  e x p o se d  
in  f ra u d , y e t  still c o n tin u e  to  g iv e  s i t t in g s ’ .

A  sh o rt  t im e  la te r  B a rb a n e ll  re c e iv e d  a 
te le p h o n e  ca ll f ro m  a  s tra n g e r  w h o  sa id  h e  h a d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  r e m a rk a b le  g h o s t  p h o to g ra p h s  an d  
w a n te d  h im  to  c o m e  a n d  lo o k  a t th e m  th a t  sam e  
e v e n in g . A s  h e  le f t  th e  o ff ic e  b u ild in g , a  y o u n g  
w o m a n  w h o  h a d  ‘la in  in  w a i t  fo r  h im , s ta r te d  to  

se t a b o u t h im  w ith  a  r id in g  c ro p ’, a s  a  p o lic e m a n  re p o r te d  w h e n  th e  c a se  c a m e  u p  b e fo re  
th e  m ag is tra te . I t  w a s  M rs  M a ry  P lo w rig h t, W illia m  R o y ’s lo y a l w i f e ,11 w h o  h a d  fe lt  th a t  
th is  w a s  th e  p ro p e r  w a y , to  d ea l w ith  a  m a n  w h o  d o u b te d  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s h o n e s ty . I t  c o s t  h e r  
th re e  p o u n d s  p lu s  th e  r id in g  c ro p , w h ic h  g o t  b ro k e n  d u r in g  th e  a ssa u lt;  b u t  h e r  fe e lin g s  
r e m a in e d  u n te m p e re d . ‘I  am  n o t  so rry  fo r  w h a t  I  d id ,’ sh e  to ld  th e  m ag is tra te .

W illia m  R o y  h im se lf , h o w e v e r , d id  n o t  b e lie v e  th a t  h is  w if e ’s o ld -fa sh io n e d  m e th o d s  o f  
ju s t ic e  w e re  s u ff ic ie n t to  re s to re  h is  h o n o u r . H e  s ta r te d  a  la w s u it  a g a in s t  M r  B a rb a n e ll, 
w h ic h  h e ld  u p  th e  s p ir i tu a lis t  jo u rn a ls  fo r  tw o  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a rs  in  th e ir  e ffo r ts  to  r id  th e  
m o v e m e n t o f  a  f ra u d u le n t  m ed iu m . T h en , in  F e b ru a ry  1958 R o y  su d d e n ly  d ro p p e d  h is  
la w su it, a n d  u n d e r to o k  to  p a y  its  co s ts . In  th e  n e x t  is s u e  o f  Two Worlds, B a rb a n e ll  to ld  all 
h e  k n e w  fro m  h is  in v e s t ig a to rs  a b o u t R o y ’s p ra c tic e s . I t  m u s t  h a v e  c o s t th e  e d ito r  m u c h  
h e a r t-s e a rc h in g  b e fo re  h e  d e c id e d  to  p u b lis h  a n d  b e  d a m n e d ; fo r  d a m n e d  h e  w o u ld  su re ly  
b e  b y  th e  le g io n s  o f  b e lie v e r s  w h o  j u s t  c o u ld  n o t  a c c e p t  th a t  th e y  h a d  b e e n  d u p e d  b y  th a t  
fa m o u s  m ed iu m .

9 Photo of Maurice Barbanell taken from:—The Two Worlds, June 28, 1958, page 3.

10 The other mediums were:—Charles Basham, Arthur Phillips and John Scammell. Psypioneer will look at 
John Scammell in a later issue.

11 Frank Brown’s The Voice Box, gives some details on Roy’s married life, taken from The Fraudulent 
Mediumship of WILLIAM FOY [Roy] by Tim Haigh, Editor o f Psychic News 1992-95:—“William Roy died 
in 1977 at Hastings, Sussex, suffering from cancer, leaving three children, three widows and a bigamous 
bride.” See:—http://www.the-voicebox.com/mediumshipmisdemeanour.htm
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W h a t n o w  fo llo w e d  w a s  e v e n  m o re  a m a z in g  th a n  th e  in c id e n t  o f  th e  a s s is ta n t  w ith  th e  
su itc a se . T h e  L o n d o n  Sunday Pictorial, s e n s in g  an  in te re s t in g  fo llo w -u p  s to ry , se n t a 
re p o r te r  to  W illia m  R o y  to  a sk  h im  w h a t  h e  h a d  to  say  a b o u t th o s e  d isc lo su re s . ‘I  am  n o t 
w o r r ie d ,’ w a s  th e  rep ly . ‘Of course I am a phoney. So  a re  o th e r  m e d iu m s . I t  is  t ru e  th a t  I 
h a v e  t r ic k e d  w o m e n  a t s é an c e s , b u t  I  d id  n o  h a rm .’ A n d  h e  c o n c lu d e d  an  a g re e m e n t w ith  
th e  Sunday Pictorial fo r  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  w h a t  m ig h t b e  te rm e d  h is  a u to -e x p o s u re — or, to  
q u o te  o n e  o f  th e  h e a d lin e s  u n d e r  w h ic h  th e  p a p e r  p r in te d  i t  in  f iv e  in s ta lm e n ts :  ‘A  
S h o c k in g  C o n fe s s io n  o f  h o w  W illia m  R o y  C h e a te d  h is  W a y  to  F a m e  as a  S p ir itu a lis t  
M e d iu m ’ .

L ik e  m o s t  im p o s to rs , R o y  c o u ld  tru th fu lly  c la im  th a t  h e  h a d  m a d e  a t le a s t  so m e  o f  h is  
v ic t im s  ‘h a p p y  as w e ll as p o o re r ’; th a t  h e  d id , a f te r  a ll ‘g iv e  th e m  w h a t  th e y  w a n te d ’ . H e , 
to o , g o t  w h a t  h e  w a n te d ; lu x u ry , ca rs , lo v e , a n d  £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  in  th e  b a n k  as  a  r e s u lt  o f  a  d e c a d e  
o f  s p ir i tu a lis t  h o c u s -p o c u s .

H o w  d id  h e  d o  it?

L o n g  b e fo re  th e  v is i to rs  a rr iv e d  fo r  a  s é a n c e  a t h is  b u n g a lo w  in  n o r th -w e s t  L o n d o n , 
c a lle d  th e  ‘H a m p s te a d  P s y c h ic  C e n tre ’, h e  w a s  b u s y  w ith  h is  p re p a ra tio n s . O n ly  s it te rs  w h o  
h a d  a n n o u n c e d  th e ir  in te n tio n  o f  c o m in g  a  g o o d  w h ile  b e fo re h a n d  w e re  a d m itte d , so  th a t  
R o y  c o u ld  c o lle c t  th e  n e c e s s a ry  in fo rm a tio n . E a c h  o f  th e m  h a d  an  in d e x  c a rd  in  th e  
m e d iu m ’s f i l e .12

O n  a rr iv a l, th e  v is i to r  h a d  to  s ig n  a  fo rm  sa y in g  th a t  h e  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  ‘n o  m e ssa g e  
p h e n o m e n a ’ o r  o th e r  sp e c if ic  re su lts  c o u ld  b e  g u a ra n te e d . V is ito rs  h a d  to  le a v e  th e ir  co a ts , 
h a n d b a g s , a tta c h é  c a se s  a n d  o th e r  b e lo n g in g s  in  th e  c lo a k ro o m : th e  re a so n  g iv e n  w a s  th a t  
th e y  m ig h t f id g e t  w ith  th e ir  th in g s  d u r in g  th e  s ittin g , th u s  d is tu rb in g  th e  ‘a tm o s p h e re ’ . B u t 
as so o n  as th e y  w e re  in  th e  w a itin g - ro o m , R o y ’s a s s is ta n t  w o u ld  g o  th ro u g h  th e  b a g s  a n d  
p o c k e ts  fo r  p o s s ib le  c lu e s , le tte rs , n o te b o o k s , a n d  su c h  lik e ; a n d  th e re  w e re  c o n c e a le d  
m ic ro p h o n e s  in  th e  w a itin g - ro o m  so  th a t  R o y  o r  h is  a s s is ta n t  c o u ld  l is te n  to  th e  v is i to r s ’ 
c o n v e rsa tio n s , w h ic h  o f te n  y ie ld e d  im p o r ta n t  c lu e s  a b o u t th e m s e lv e s  a n d  w h a t  th e y  
e x p e c te d  to  h e a r  d u r in g  th e  séan ce .

A s  a  ru le  th e re  w e re  tw e lv e  p a r tic ip a n ts , s it t in g  c lo se  to g e th e r  in  th e  d a rk e n e d  ro o m . T o  
g e t  th e m  in  th e  p ro p e r  m o o d , a  ra d io g ra m  p la y e d  ‘A v e  M a r ia ’ . T h e n  R o y  w o u ld  b e g in  to  
b re a th e  h e a v ily  a n d  sp e a k  in  th e  v o ic e  o f  o n e  o f  h is  ‘sp ir i t  g u id e s ’ : so m e tim e s  as ‘D r

12 A  s im ila r  f r a u d  w a s  c a r r ie d  o u t  b y  a  C a m p  C h e s te r f ie ld  p h y s ic a l  m e d iu m  w h o  c a l le d  h im s e lf  M a v is  L a m a r  
K e e n e  w h o  w o rk e d  a  c a re e r  o f  th ir te e n  y e a r s  a s  a  f ra u d u le n t  S p ir i tu a l is t  m e d iu m . H e  w o rk e d  o n  s im ila r  lin e s  
a s  W il l ia m  R o y  e .g ., c a rd  in d e x e s , s e c re t  d o o rs , a n d  a r ra n g e m e n ts  w i th  o th e r  fa k e  m e d iu m s  fo r  th e  e x c h a n g e  
o f  in fo rm a tio n . H is  s to ry  is  to ld  in  The Psychic Mafia, (A lle n  S p ra g g e tt  a n d  fo re w o rd  b y  th e  R e v . W il l ia m  V . 
R a u sc h e r)  f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  b y  St. M a r t in 's  P re ss , N e w  Y o rk , 1 9 7 6 :—
http://w w w .m ysticlightpress.com /index.php?page_id=55 B ill  R a u s c h e r  is  n o  s tra n g e r  to  P s y p io n e e r  e .g . see  h is  

a r tic le s  o n  E ile e n  G a rre tt, S ta in to n  M o s e s  e tc ., s e a rc h  “R a u s c h e r” a t: w w w .w oodlandw ay.org th e n  P s y P io n e e r  
Jo u rn a l.

M . L a m a r  K e e n e  c a n  b e  s e e n  o n  v id e o  see :—
http ://w ebcache.googleusercontent.com /search?q=cache:kQ D O nU xnK X kJ:w w w .tviscool.com /play.php% 3Fvid% 3D 300+
C am p+C hesterfield+keene& cd=2& hl=en& ct=clnk& gl=uk& source=w w w .google.co.uk
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W ils o n ’, ‘M a r ie ’, o r  ‘J o e y ’, b u t  m o re  o f te n  in  th e  h o a rse  v o ic e  a n d  e x o tic  a c c e n t  o f  ‘T in k a  
th e  R e d  In d ia n ’ . T h e re  w a s  a  g o o d  re a s o n  fo r  p re fe rr in g  T in k a  as a  ‘sp ir i t  g u id e ’; fo r  i f  th e  
s i t te r s ’ q u e s tio n s  b e c a m e  to o  tr ic k y , th a t  g o -b e tw e e n  f ro m  th e  B e y o n d  w o u ld  say , ‘N o  can  
a n sw e r— m e  ju s t  s im p le  I n d ia n .’

A f te r  a n o th e r  sp e ll o f  h e a v y  b re a th in g , R o y  w o u ld  a n n o u n c e  th a t  ‘y o u r  d e p a rte d  fr ie n d s  
a n d  r e la t iv e s ’ w e re  n o w  p re s e n t  a n d  w o u ld  try  to  s p e a k  to  th e  s itte rs . B y  m e a n s  o f  h is  
te le s c o p ic  ro d , s lip p e d  o u t f ro m  h is  p o c k e t, h e  w o u ld  th e n  p ic k  u p  h is  ‘s p e a k in g  t ru m p e t’ 
f ro m  th e  f lo o r; it  w a s  c o v e re d  w ith  lu m in o u s  p a in t  so  th a t  i t  w o u ld  se em  to  f lo a t  in  th e  a ir  
in  th e  d a rk  ro o m . T h is  u s u a lly  b ro u g h t th e  f ir s t  g a sp  o f  a m a z e m e n t f ro m  th e  s p e llb o u n d  
a u d ie n c e .

M e a n w h ile  R o y  h a d  p u t  a  sm a ll e a rp h o n e , o f  th e  ty p e  w o rn  b y  d e a f  p e o p le , in  h is  ear, 
c lip p in g  th e  w ire  le a d  to  th e  te rm in a l o f  a  p r iv a te  te le p h o n e  l in e  w h ic h  c o n n e c te d  h im  w ith  
th e  a d jo in in g  ro o m  w h e re  th e  a s s is ta n t  w a s  a lre a d y  w a itin g , m ic ro p h o n e  in  h a n d , to  p a s s  o n  
th e  in fo rm a tio n  h e  h a d  g a th e re d  f ro m  p o c k e ts  a n d  h a n d b a g s . R o y  h a d  n o w  an  a m p le  su p p ly  
o f  n a m e s , a d d re s se s , d a te s  o f  b ir th d a y s , d e a th s , tra v e ls , m e e tin g s , a n d  so  on ; in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t p a s t  a n d  c o m in g  e v e n ts  i lln e s se s , p ro b le m s , a n d  p lan s .

N o w  h e  w o u ld  m a k e  th e  ‘g h o s ts ’ sp eak . S o m e tim e s  th e  v o ic e s  c a m e  f ro m  v a r io u s  
d ire c tio n s  in  th e  ro o m ; fo r  th is  e ffe c t  h e  e m p lo y e d  a  m in ia tu re  lo u d s p e a k e r  a t  th e  e n d  o f  
o n e  o f  h is  te le s c o p ic  ro d s. In  th is  w a y  h e  c o u ld  a lso  u s e  h is  o w n  v o ic e  o r  th a t  o f  h is  
a s s is ta n t  fo r  sp e c ia l e ffe c ts . T h e  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  lo u d s p e a k e r  a n d  th e  a s s is ta n t’s 
m ic ro p h o n e  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  c o p p e r  p la te s  o n  h is  so les , w h ic h  h e  p re s s e d  o n  
c a rp e t ta c k s  w ire d  to  th e  a d jo in in g  ro o m . O ften , ‘g h o s t ’ v o ic e s  c a m e  f ro m  a  ta p e  re c o rd e r.

T h e  v o ic e s  w o u ld  a d d re s s  in d iv id u a l s itte rs , w h o  e a g e r ly  ‘re c o g n iz e d ’ th e m  as  th o se  o f  
th e ir  d e a r  d e p a rte d . O c c a s io n a lly  R o y  w e n t  to  th e  e x tra  t ro u b le  o f  le t t in g  a  sp ir i t  ‘m a ­
te r ia l iz e ’ in  d im  l ig h t— b y  th e  u su a l m e th o d  o f  m a k in g  so m e  b u t te r  m u s lin , c a lle d  
‘e c to p la s m ’ in  s p ir i tu a lis tic  la n g u a g e , is su e  f ro m  h is  m o u th . H e  a lso  u s e d  g h o s tly  m a s k s  o r  
le t  a  w h ite - ro b e d  a s s is ta n t  a p p e a r  f ro m  a  s e c re t d o o r. In  th is  m a n n e r  T in k a  th e  R e d  In d ia n  
w a s  m a d e  to  a p p e a r  o n  sp e c ia l o c c a s io n s , a n d  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  s e v e n  fe e t  tall!

B e in g  a  m e th o d ic a l m an , W illia m  R o y  d id  n o t  re ly  e n tire ly  o n  th e  c h a n c e  in fo rm a tio n  
f ro m  ra n s a c k e d  h a n d b a g s  a n d  c o a t  p o c k e ts . B e fo re  a d m ittin g  so m e  w e a lth y  w id o w  o r  o th e r  
p ro m is in g  v ic tim , h e  lo o k e d  u p  v o te r s ’ lis ts , c o m p a re d  o b itu a r ie s , c o n s u lte d  Who’s Who, o r  
w e n t  to  th e  G e n e ra l R e g is te r  a t  S o m e rse t H o u s e  fo r  d e a th  a n d  b ir th  c e r t if ic a te s  (w h ic h  a lso  
g iv e  th e  n a m e s  o f  p a re n ts  a n d  g ra n d p a re n ts ) . L a s t  w il ls  w e re , o f  c o u rse , e sp e c ia lly  
f a s c in a tin g  re a d in g  m a tte r  fo r  th e  m e d iu m . T h u s  h e  w a s  fu lly  p re p a re d  fo r  th e  p r iv a te  
m e e tin g s  fo r  w h ic h  m a n y  r ic h  w o m e n  a sk e d  h im  i f  th e y  d id  n o t  w is h  to  sh a re  th e ir  se c re ts  
w ith  a  d o z e n  o th e r  p e o p le . R o y  a lso  h a d  a r ra n g e m e n ts  w ith  o th e r  fa k e  m e d iu m s  fo r  th e  
e x c h a n g e  o f  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  o n c e  h e  u n d e r to o k  a  ‘c o m b in e d  o p e ra t io n ’ w ith  a n  A m e ric a n  
c o lle a g u e , w ith  ‘sp ir i t  m e s s a g e s ’ o n  ta p e  s e n t a c ro s s  th e  A tla n tic  b e tw e e n  th e  g ro u p s  o f  
s itte rs .
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T h e re  w e re , o f  c o u rse , d o u b tin g  T h o m a se s , o r  a t le a s t  d isa p p o in te d  s itte rs . A  L e tte r  to  
th e  E d i to r  o f  a  s p ir i tu a lis t  p a p e r  in  L o n d o n  e x p re s s e d  w h a t  th e  w r i te r  th o u g h t  o f  o n e  o f  
R o y ’s p e rfo rm a n c e s : ‘M y  f r ie n d  a n d  I  le f t, b o th  fe e l in g  w h a t  a  w a s te  o f  t im e  i t  h a d  b e e n . . .
. T h e  sé a n c e  w a s  h e ld  fo r  o n e  re a so n  o n ly : th e  c o lle c t io n  o f  fe e s  . . . £ 1 0 -1 2  fo r  a  sé an c e  
la s t in g  a b o u t an  h o u r  is  v e ry  n ic e  w o rk , b u t  i t  is  n o t  g o o d  s p ir i tu a lis m .’ O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , 
R o y  g a v e  h is  se rv ic e s  f re e  to  o ld -a g e  p e n s io n e rs . H e  c o u ld  a ffo rd  to , m a k in g  a  w e e k ly  
a v e ra g e  o f  £ 2 0 0  as h e  d id .

Queen Victoria’s Watch

‘L e t  n o  m a n  o r  w o m a n  say  sm u g ly : “R o y  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  ta k e n  m e  in  w ith  th a t  
s t u f f ’, ’ h e  w ro te  in  h is  c o n fe s s io n , ‘b e c a u s e  I  d e c e iv e d  th e  h ig h e s t  in  th e  lan d , as w e ll  as  
th e  h u m b le s t. W h e n  I  th in k  o f  th e  B ig  O n e s  I  c o m p le te ly  b a m b o o z le d , I  fee l a  lit tle  l ik e  a 
b ig -g a m e  h u n te r  d o e s  w h e n  h e  lo o k s  a t h is  t ro p h ie s . . . . M y  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  s itte r , I 
su p p o se , w a s  o n e  o f  th e  w o r ld ’s g re a te s t  s ta te sm e n  a n d  o ra to rs— th e  R ig h t  H o n o u ra b le  
M a c k e n z ie  K in g , O .M . Y e s , e v e n  h e  fe ll fo r  m y  sp ir i tu a lis t  th re e -c a rd  t r ic k .’13

R o y ’s su c c e ss  w ith  C a n a d a ’s la te  P r im e  M in is te r  is  a ll th e  m o re  a s to n is h in g  as i t  w a s  
a c h ie v e d  d u r in g  th e  la s t  w a r , w h e n  th e  m e d iu m  h a d  n o t  y e t  h a d  a  g re a t  d ea l o f  e x p e rie n c e . 
B u t  w h a t  R o y  still la c k e d  in  te c h n iq u e  w a s  w e ll o u t b a la n c e d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  h is  s it te r  w a s  
n o  sc e p tic  in  s p ir i tu a lis t  m a tte rs . A  m e m b e r  o f  th e  D u k e  o f  C o n n a u g h t’s h o u s e h o ld  
a rra n g e d  th e  t im e s  o f  M r  K in g ’s v is i ts  d u r in g  h is  s ta y s  in  L o n d o n  fo r  d is c u s s io n s  w ith  th e  
W a r  C a b in e t. W h e n  th e  C a n a d ia n  P r im e  M in is te r  c a m e  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  h e  d id  so 
in c o g n ito ; a ll W illia m  R o y  w a s  to ld  w a s  th a t  ‘a  d is t in g u is h e d  p e r s o n ’ w o u ld  lik e  to  h a v e  a 
p r iv a te  sean ce .

T h e  m e d iu m  w a s  p u z z le d . I t  w a s  e s se n tia l  fo r  h im  to  h a v e  so m e  id e a  w h o  th e  c a lle r  
w o u ld  be : g o o d  p re p a ra tio n  an d  in fo rm a tio n  w e re  th e  sou l o f  h is  b u s in e s s . H e  lo o k e d  u p  
th e  D u k e  o f  C o n n a u g h t in  th e  r e fe re n c e  b o o k s  a n d  fo u n d  th a t  th e  D u k e , th e n  o v e r  n in e ty  
y e a rs  o ld , h a d  b e e n  G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l  o f  C a n a d a  f ro m  1911 to  1916 . A n d  th e  m o s t 
p ro m in e n t C a n a d ia n  b e lie v e r  in  sp ir i tu a lism  w a s , as e v e ry  m e d iu m  k n e w , M r  M a c k e n z ie  
K in g ! T h e  re s t  w a s  ro u tin e  fo r  W illia m  R o y .

H e  w a s  c a re fu l d u r in g  th a t  f ir s t  s é a n c e  w ith  M r  K in g . T h e re  w e re  n o  w ire s , n o  h e lp e rs  in  
a d jo in in g  ro o m s , n o  ‘m a te r ia l iz a t io n s ’; o n ly  a  fe w  ‘sp ir i t  v o ic e s ’, w h ic h  h e  c o u ld  p ro d u c e  
so  w e ll. E v e n tu a lly , M r  K in g  fo u n d  h im s e lf  ta lk in g  to  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  Q u e e n  V ic to r ia . 
‘D o in g  h e r  v o ic e  w a s  a  b i t  o f  a  s tr a in ,’ a d m itte d  R o y , ‘b u t  i t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  p a s sa b le  
im ita t io n .’

W h a t  d id  ‘H e r  M a je s ty ’ ta lk  a b o u t to  th e  P r im e  M in is te r?  T h a t  w a tc h , o f  c o u rse , fa m o u s  
a m o n g  sp ir itu a lis ts . In  fa c t  th e  Q u e e n  h a d  g iv e n  a  g o ld  w a tc h  to  a  M is s  G e o rg in a  E a g le  ‘fo r  
h e r  m e r i to r io u s  a n d  e x tra o rd in a ry  c la irv o y a n c e  p ro d u c e d  a t O s b o rn e  H o u s e ’ in  1 8 4 6 .14

13 More on Mackenzie King, in this issue, see page 152:—Did William Roy Fool Canada’s Premier?

14 See Psypioneer Volume 1, No.15-16:—Georgiana Eagle -  Queen Victoria’s Clairvoyant Revealed, by 
Stephen Butt:—http://woodlandway.org/PDF/15-16.PSYPIONEERFoundedbyLesliePrice.pdf
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A fte r  M is s  E a g le ’s d e a th  it  w a s  in h e r i te d  b y  an  A m e ric a n  m e d iu m , E t ta  W ie d t, w h o  b e fo re  
h e r  o w n  d e a th  d e c id e d  th a t  th e  w a tc h  sh o u ld  b e  re tu rn e d  to  B r ita in ; sh e  a sk e d  M r  K in g , 
w h o  w a s  g iv e n  sé a n c e s  b y  h e r, to  ta k e  th e  w a tc h  b a c k . T h is  h e  d id , a n d  g a v e  i t  to  th e  
D u c h e s s  o f  H a m ilto n , w h o  m a d e  a  p re s e n t  o f  i t  to  th e  S p ir itu a lis t  A llia n c e . A ll th is  w a s  
c o m m o n  k n o w le d g e  a m o n g  m e d iu m s , b u t  th e  C a n a d ia n  P r im e  M in is te r  w a s  im p re s s e d  b y  
h e a r in g  th e  ‘Q u e e n ' ta lk  a b o u t h e r  w a tc h  w h ic h  h e  h a d  b ro u g h t  b a c k  to  E n g la n d . A t a 
s u b s e q u e n t s é a n c e  R o y  im ita te d  w h a t  h e  b e lie v e d  th e  v o ic e  o f  G la d s to n e  m ig h t h a v e  
s o u n d e d  lik e , s p e a k in g  a b o u t ‘th e s e  g ra v e  t im e s  fo r  B r i ta in  a n d  th e  E m p ir e ’ . M r  K in g  w a s  
e x tre m e ly  s a tis f ie d  w ith  h im . B e fo re  h e  c a m e  a g a in , R o y  le a rn t  u p  a b o u t M a c k e n z ie  K in g ’s 
fa m ily  so  th a t  h e  c o u ld  le t  th e  P re m ie r ’s b ro th e r  a n d  s is te r  ‘t a lk ’ to  h im .

W illia m  R o y  w a s  n e v e r  c a u g h t. D o c to rs , c le rg y m e n , in v e s t ig a to rs  fa m ilia r  w ith  all th e  
tr ic k s  o f  fa k e  m e d iu m s  a n d  sc e p tic a l a b o u t R o y ’s p o w e rs  te s te d  h im , b u t  fo u n d  n o th in g  
w ro n g . A t a  m e e tin g  a t  B e d fo rd  in  1948 , o n e  in v e s tig a to r , B r ig a d ie r  R . C . F ire b ra c e ,15 
fa s te n e d  a  la ry n x  m ic ro p h o n e  to  R o y ’s n eck . ‘A n y  m o v e m e n t o f  th e  m e d iu m ’s la ry n x , an y  
w h is p e r in g s  o r  m o tio n s  o f  th e  th ro a t  w o u ld  b e  p ic k e d  u p , a m p lif ie d  a n d  c o m e  th ro u g h  a 
lo u d s p e a k e r ’, re p o r te d  th e  B r ig a d ie r . ‘B u t  n o  s o u n d  c a m e  f ro m  th e  lo u d s p e a k e r .’ O f  c o u rse  
n o t; R o y  fo u n d  th a t  th e  w ire s  f ro m  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  to  th e  a m p lif ie r  ra n  b e tw e e n  h is  leg s , 
a n d  b y  p re s s in g  h is  k n e e s  to g e th e r  h e  c o u ld  p u ll th e  m ic ro p h o n e  a w a y  f ro m  h is  th ro a t  
d u r in g  h is  ‘sp ir i t  v o ic e ’ p ro d u c tio n s!

A n o th e r  in v e s t ig a to r  h a d  th e  id ea , w h ic h  w e  h a v e  a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d , o f  m a k in g  R o y  fill 
h is  m o u th  w ith  c o lo u re d  w a te r  so  th a t  h e  w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  sp eak , a n d  a n y  v o ic e  th a t  
m ig h t b e  h e a rd  m u s t  b e  a  rea l sp ir i t  one . B u t  R o y  h a d  p re p a re d  h im s e lf  fo r  th e  te s t. H e  h a d  
in  h is  b re a s t  p o c k e t  a  sm a ll p h ia l w ith  a  ru b b e r  tu b e  a tta c h e d  to  it; th ro u g h  th is  h e  sp a t th e  
d y e d  w a te r  in to  th e  p h ia l, a n d  su c k e d  i t  u p  a g a in  a f te r  p ro d u c in g  h is  ‘sp ir i t  v o ic e s ’ . W h e n  
s tic k in g -p la s te r  w a s  p u t  o v e r  h is  m o u th  b y  an  in v e s t ig a tin g  d o c to r , a n d  b o th  h is  h a n d s  t ie d  
to  th e  a rm -re s ts  o f  th e  c h a ir , h e  fo u n d  i t  q u ite  e a sy  to  le a n  o v e r  in  th e  d a rk n e s s  u n til  h e  
c o u ld  re a c h  th e  p la s te r  a n d  lo o se n  i t  w ith  o n e  o f  h is  t ie d  h an d s .

H is  m o s t  fa ith fu l, th o u g h  g u i l t le s s ,16 a c c o m p lic e s  w e re  h is  s itte rs , w h o  u n c o n s c io u s ly  
h e lp e d  h im  i f  g iv e n  th e  s lig h te s t  lead . O n c e  th e  v ic a r  o f  H a m p s te a d  c a m e  to  a  s ittin g , an d  
R o y , w h o  h a d  d isc o v e re d  th a t  th is  c le rg y m a n  h a d  b e e n  a  c h a p la in  in  M a la y a , le a rn t  th e  
w o rd s  fo r  ‘H o w  d o  y o u  d o ? ’ in  M a la y . H e  h a d  h a rd ly  sp o k e n  th e m  w h e n  th e  v ic a r  ju m p e d  
u p  a n d  b e g a n  to  ta lk  in  ra p id  M a la y  in to  th e  sp ir i t  tru m p e t. A f te rw a rd s  h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  h is  
‘sp ir i t  v is i to r ’ h a d  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  r a ja h ’s h o u s e h o ld  w h o m  h e  h a d  k n o w n  o u t th e re .

W illia m  R o y  w a s , w ith o u t  d o u b t, a  g e n iu s  a m o n g  th e  f ra u d u le n t  m e d iu m s  o f  o u r  tim e . 
H is  sa fe s t  p ro te c tio n  w a s  th e  u n s h a k a b le  fa ith  o f  th o s e  w h o m  h e  h a d  m a d e  h a p p y  b y  
‘b r in g in g  b a c k ’ to  th e m , i f  o n ly  fo r  so m e  f le e tin g  m o m e n ts , th e i r  b e lo v e d  d ead . H e  m a d e  
o n ly  o n e  m a jo r  m is tak e : th a t  o f  q u a rre ll in g  w ith  h is  a s s is ta n t. I t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  m e re ly  a

15 M o re  o n  B r ig a d ie r  R . C . F ire b ra c e  in  th is  is su e , see  p a g e  1 5 6 :— William Roy Lies About “Test” Séance

16 S ee  p a g e  1 4 6 :— The Strange case o f Katherine Hayward and Liebie Pugh
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c la sh  o f  te m p e ra m e n ts  o r  a  d if fe re n c e  o f  o p in io n  o n  so m e  tr iv ia l  m a tte r ; b u t  i t  le d  to  R o y ’s 
e v e n tu a l s e lf-e x p o su re .

W e  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  to  h im  sin ce . P e rh a p s  h e  h a s  c h a n g e d  to  so m e  
o th e r, m o re  h u m d ru m  o c c u p a tio n , p o s s ib ly  in  th e  e le c tro - te c h n ic a l f ie ld  in  w h ic h  h e  h a d  
sh o w n  h im s e lf  a  su p e rb  c ra f tsm a n . P e rh a p s  h e  is  a g a in  a  p ra c tis in g  m e d iu m  u n d e r  so m e  
o th e r  n a m e . B u t  e v e n  th e  ta in te d  o n e  o f  W illia m  R o y  w o u ld  n o t, in  h is  o w n  o p in io n , b a r  
h im  f ro m  fu r th e r  su c c e ss  w ith  th e  sp ir i tu a lis ts . ‘I  k n o w ,’ h e  w ro te  w ith  c o n v ic tio n , ‘th a t  
e v e n  a f te r  th is  c o n fe s s io n  I c o u ld  fill th e  s é a n c e  ro o m s  a g a in  w ith  p e o p le  w h o  f in d  i t  a 
c o m fo r t  to  b e lie v e  I  am  g e n u in e .’

17
T h e  s e c o n d  a c c o u n t  b y  S i m e o n  E d m u n d s : —

T h e  m o s t  se n sa tio n a l s to ry  o f  s e a n c e -ro o m  f ra u d  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  is  u n d o u b te d ly  th e  ca se  
o f  W illia m  R o y . D u r in g  th e  I9 4 0 s  th e  s p ir i tu a lis t  p re s s  m a d e  f re q u e n t fa v o u ra b le  re fe re n c e s  
to  th e  w o rk  o f  th is  m ed iu m . A  ty p ic a l e x a m p le  a p p e a re d  in  Psychic News o n  D e c e m b e r  6, 
1947 , w h e re  an  a c c o u n t o f  o n e  o f  h is  d e m o n s tra t io n s  b e g a n : ‘S o m e  o f  th e  f in e s t  e v id e n c e  
e v e r  h e a rd  a t a  p u b lic  m e e tin g  w a s  w itn e s s e d  a t th e  K in g s w a y  H a ll o n  S a tu rd a y  w h e n  
W illia m  R o y  g a v e  a  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  th e  d ire c t-v o ic e .’ S im ila r  g lo w in g  re p o r ts  a p p e a re d  
in  th e  sa m e  p a p e r  o n  Ju ly  31 , 1947 , F e b ru a ry  5, 1948 , M a rc h  6, 1948 , a n d  M a rc h  5, 1949 , 
to  n a m e  a  f e w  sp e c if ic  d a te s . T h e se  re p o r ts  c o m m e n te d  o n  th e  w o n d e r fu l  ‘p h y s ic a l’ 
p h e n o m e n a  p ro d u c e d  b y  R o y — p a rtic u la r ly  m a te r ia lis a t io n  a n d  th e  ‘d ire c t  v o ic e ’— a n d  a lso  
th e  a m o u n t o f  a c c u ra te  in fo rm a tio n , in c lu d in g  n a m e s , d a te s  a n d  a d d re s se s , c o n ta in e d  in  th e  
m e s s a g e s  h e  g av e . B y  th e  m id d le  1 9 5 0 s  h e  w a s  c e r ta in ly  th e  b e s t-k n o w n  ‘p h y s ic a l’ 
m e d iu m  th e n  o p e ra t in g  in  th is  c o u n try .

In  1958  h o w e v e r  R o y , l ik e  m o s t  p h y s ic a l m e d iu m s , w a s  c a u g h t, a n d  in  a  se rie s  o f  
a r tic le s  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  Sunday Pictorial17 18 h e  re v e a le d  in  d e ta il th e  m e th o d s  b y  w h ic h  h e  
h a d  p ro d u c e d  h is  p h o n e y  p h e n o m e n a . B e s id e s  i l lu s tra t in g  th e  c a llo u s  h e a r t le s s n e s s  o f  th is  
m e d iu m  a n d  o th e rs  o f  h is  ilk , th is  c o n fe s s io n  d e m o n s tra te s  th a t  a lth o u g h  f ra u d u le n t  
m e d iu m s  o f  th e  o ld  sc h o o l f in d  l ife  d if f ic u lt  w h e n  in v e s tig a to rs  u s e  m o d e rn  sc ie n tif ic  
e q u ip m e n t, th e ir  u p - to -d a te  c o lle a g u e s  m a y  w e ll  tu rn  su c h  a p p a ra tu s  to  th e ir  o w n  b e n e fit.

A t th e  s ta r t o f  th e  se rie s , u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  ‘U n m a s k e d ’, th e  Sunday Pictorial s ta ted : 
‘U n til  h is  e x p o su re . W illia m  R o y  s to o d  h ig h  in  th e  e s te e m  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  d e v o u t b e lie v e rs  
in  S p ir itu a lism . T h e  w e a lth y , th e  fa m o u s , as  w e ll a s  o rd in a ry  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  in  a ll p a r ts  o f  
B r ita in , k n e w  h im  a s  a  m e d iu m  w h o s e  a p p a re n t  p o w e rs  b ro u g h t  th e m  c o m fo r t  a f te r  th e

17 Spiritualism: a Critical Survey, b y  S im e o n  E d m u n d s  A q u a r ia n  P re ss , L o n d o n  1966. C h a p te r  N in e  F ra u d , 
p a g e s  1 1 8 -1 2 4 .

18 Sunday Pictorial, M a rc h  23 , 3 0 , A p r il  6 , 13, 2 0 , 1958
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d e a th  o f  th e ir  lo v e d  o n es. B u t  n o w — fo llo w in g  a c c u s a tio n s  b y  th e  Sunday Pictorial— th e s e  
“ p o w e rs ” a re  re v e a le d  a s  f r ig h te n in g ly  c le v e r  tr ic k e ry . T h e y  a re  re v e a le d  as a  m o c k e ry  o f  
th e  d e a d  w h ic h  e n a b le d  th is  fa k e  m e d iu m  to  f le e c e  te n s  o f  th o u sa n d s  o f  p o u n d s  f ro m  
p e o p le  h e  fo o le d  a t s e a n c e s .’

B e g in n in g  h is  c o n fe s s io n , R o y  sa id  h e  fe a re d  i t  w o u ld  ‘s h o c k  a n d  d is tre s s  th e  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  
a n d  m o re  p e o p le  w h o  c a m e  to  m y  p r iv a te  a n d  m a s s -a u d ie n c e  s e a n c e s  a n d  le a rn e d  to  re g a rd  
m e  as  o n e  o f  th e  w o r ld ’s m o s t  c a p a b le  a n d  tru s tw o r th y  m e d iu m s  . . . M y  v ic t im s  w e re  th e  
d a z e d  a n d  g r ie f -s tr ic k e n  p e o p le  w h o  b e lie v e d  th a t  I  c o u ld  p u t  th e m  in  to u c h  w ith  th e  sp ir its  
o f  th e ir  lo v e d  o n e s  f ro m  th e  w o r ld  b e y o n d  th e  g r a v e .’

B e fo re  d e s c r ib in g  h is  m e th o d s  R o y  p o in te d  o u t th a t  ‘o f  a ll m e n  a n d  w o m e n , th e  m o s t 
h e lp le s s  a n d  d e fe n c e le s s  a re  th o s e  c ru sh e d  b y  g r ie f’ . H e  a d m itte d  th a t  h is  d u p e s  in c lu d e d  
d o c to rs , c le rg y m e n , jo u rn a l is ts ,  S e rv ic e  c h ie fs , ju d g e s ,  a n d  m e n  e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  fu tu re  o f  
g re a t  n a tio n s . In  a d d itio n  to  n e tt in g  a b o u t £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  h e  re c e iv e d  e x p e n s iv e  p re s e n ts  a n d  e v e n  
th e  fa v o u rs  o f  w e a lth y  w o m e n . H e  w e n t  to  so m e  le n g th  to  im p re ss  s itte rs  w ith  h is  o w n  
a ff lu e n c e . ‘I  d id n ’t  w a n t  th e m  to  th in k  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  b e  d o in g  m e  an y  fa v o u rs  b y  s lip p in g  
sm a ll c a sh  in to  m y  h a n d .’

In  a d d itio n  to  th e  u su a l tr ic k s  in v o lv in g  b u tte r -m u s lin  e c to p la sm  a n d  c o lla p s ib le  
re a c h in g - ro d s  to  m a n ip u la te  th e  tru m p e ts  in  th e  d a rk , R o y  w a s  a b le  to  d ra w  u p o n  a  u se fu l 
w o rk in g  k n o w le d g e  o f  ra d io  a n d  e le c tr ic a l e n g in e e rin g . H e  a lso  k e p t  e la b o ra te  c a rd - in d e x  
re c o rd s  o f  s itte rs  a n d  l ik e ly  s itte rs . T h e se  c o n ta in e d  in fo rm a tio n  o b ta in e d  a t p re v io u s  
s e a n c e s  f ro m  th e  s itte rs  th e m s e lv e s , f ro m  v o te r s ’ lis ts , f ro m  S o m e rse t H o u se , a n d  f ro m  
o th e r  m e d iu m s . ‘W e  p h o n e y  m e d iu m s  tra d e d  in fo rm a tio n — lik e  s w a p p in g  s ta m p s ,’ h e  
d e c la re d . A  ty p ic a l se an c e , a tte n d e d  b y  u p  to  a b o u t tw e lv e  s itte rs , w o u ld  b e  a lo n g  th e se  
lin e s .

O n  a rr iv a l th e  s itte rs , m o s t  o f  w h o m  w o m e n , w o u ld  b e  a sk e d  to  le a v e  th e ir  c o a ts  an d  
h a n d b a g s  in  th e  h a ll. T h e y  w e re  th e n  sh o w n  in to  th e  s e a n c e -ro o m . B e fo re  e n te r in g  h im s e lf  
R o y  w o u ld  l is te n  th ro u g h  a  c o n c e a le d  m ic ro p h o n e  to  th e ir  c o n v e rsa tio n , so m e tim e s  
re c o rd in g  i t  so  th a t  in fo rm a tio n  c o u ld  b e  p la c e d  o n  h is  f ile s  fo r  u s e  a t fu tu re  se an c e s . W h e n  
h e  h a d  h e a rd  e n o u g h  h e  w o u ld  ta k e  h is  p la c e  in  th e  s e a n c e -ro o m , a s k  fo r  th e  l ig h ts  to  b e  
tu rn e d  o ff, an d , a s  a  ra d io g ra m  p la y e d  re l ig io u s  m u s ic , in d ic a te , b y  h e a v y  b re a th in g , th a t  h e  
w a s  g o in g  in to  a  ‘t r a n c e ’. T h e n  h e  w o u ld  b e g in  to  s p e a k  a s  a  R e d  In d ia n  sp ir i t  g u id e , te l l in g  
th e  s itte rs  th a t  so m e  o f  th e i r  lo v e d  o n e s  w e re  p re s e n t  a n d  w o u ld  so o n  a tte m p t to  sp eak .

M e a n w h ile  a  c o n fe d e ra te  w o u ld  b e  b u s ily  e x a m in in g  th e  h a n d b a g s  a n d  c o a t p o c k e ts  fo r  
c lu e s— le tte rs , t ic k e ts , b ills , n o te b o o k s , e tc ., a n d  n o tin g  d o w n  h is  f in d in g s . R o y  w o u ld  p la y  
fo r  t im e  b y  w a v in g  a  t ru m p e t (a  l ig h t  c a rd b o a rd  o r  a lu m in iu m  c o n e  p a in te d  o u ts id e  w ith  
lu m in o u s  b a n d s )  a ro u n d  o n  th e  e n d  o f  a  te le s c o p ic  tu b e  a n d  th e n  s p e a k in g  as lo u d ly  as h e  
c o u ld  (a n o th e r  sp ir i t  v o ic e )  th ro u g h  it. T h is  w a s  th e  g e t- re a d y  s ig n a l to  h is  c o n fe d e ra te , 
w h o  b y  th e n  w o u ld  b e  s ta tio n e d  w ith  h is  n o te s  in  an  a d jo in in g  ro o m . N e x t  R o y  w o u ld  s lip  a 
h e a r in g  a id  e a rp h o n e  f ro m  h is  p o c k e t  a n d  c o n n e c t  i t  u p  w ith  w h a t  lo o k e d  l ik e  an  o rd in a ry  
e le c tr ic a l w a l l- s o c k e t  b u t  w a s  in  f a c t  w ire d  to  a  s im ila r  s o c k e t in  th e  n e x t  ro o m  w h ic h , in  
tu rn , le d  to  an  a m p lif ie r  a n d  a  m ic ro p h o n e .
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In  a n  a c tu a l c a se  d e s c r ib e d  b y  R o y  th e  c o n fe d e ra te  to ld  h im  o v e r  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  th a t  
o n e  o f  th e  s itte rs , n a m e d  S u san , c o m p o se d  so n g s , so m e  o f  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  su n g  a t a 
c e le b rity  c o n c e r t  in  C a m b rid g e . H e  a lso  g a v e  th e  a d d re s s  in  th a t  c ity  w h e re  th e  s it te r  h a d  
fo rm e rly  liv ed . R o y  re m e m b e re d  th a t  w h e n  sh e  a rr iv e d  h e  h a d  a sk e d  th e  s it te r  w h e th e r  sh e  
b e lie v e d  in  s p ir i tu a lism  a n d  th a t  sh e  h a d  re p lie d , ‘N o , b u t  m y  m o th e r  w a s  a  b e l ie v e r ’, th u s  
in d ic a tin g  th a t  th e  m o th e r  w a s  d ead .

A s s u m in g  a  n e w  v o ic e  R o y  sa id , ‘A  sp ir i t  w a n ts  to  ta lk  to  h e r  d a u g h te r ’, a n d  g a v e  th e  
n a m e , ‘S u s a n ’ . H e  f l ic k e d  th e  tru m p e t  o f f  th e  ro d  so  th a t  i t  fe ll to  th e  g ro u n d  a n d  in  th e  
v o ic e  o f  th e  ‘g u id e ’ sa id , ‘T h is  sp ir i t  is  v e ry  w e a k  a n d  f in d s  i t  h a rd  to  c o m m u n ic a te . S he  
sa y s  i t  is  d if f ic u lt  to  r e a c h  y o u  s in c e  y o u  le f t  C a m b r id g e .’ H e  g a v e  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  ro a d  
w h e re  th e  s it te r  h a d  liv e d  a n d  a d d e d  th a t  th e  m o th e r  w a s  p ro u d  to  k n o w  th a t  h e r  d a u g h te r ’s 
so n g s  h a d  b e e n  su n g  b y  a  w e ll-k n o w n  s in g er. ‘T h a t ,’ sa id  R o y , ‘h a d  a  s e n sa tio n a l e ffec t. 
Y e t  ju s t  a  f e w  lin e s  o f  a  h a lf - fo rg o tte n  le t te r  m y  c o n fe d e ra te  fo u n d  in  a  p o c k e t  m a d e  it  
p o s s ib le .’

R o y  a s se r te d  th a t  R e d  In d ia n s  a re  p o p u la r  as g u id e s  ‘b e c a u s e  a  s im p le , d e a d  In d ia n  
w o u ld  k n o w  lit tle  o f  o u r  w o r ld .’ T h u s , w h e n  a  tr ic k y  q u e s tio n  w a s  a sk e d  th e  ‘g u id e ’ c o u ld  
re p ly , ‘N o  c a n  a n sw e r. M e  ju s t  s im p le  I n d ia n .’ R o y ’s o w n  in v e n te d  g u id e , to  w h o m  h e  
g a v e  th e  n a m e  ‘T in k a ’, b e c a m e  fa m ilia r  to  m a n y  s p ir i tu a lis ts  th ro u g h  a  p o r tr a it  b y  a  w e ll-  
k n o w n  ‘p sy c h ic  a r t i s t ’ w h o  c la im s  to  d ra w  sp ir i t  g u id e s  w h ic h  h e  se es  c la irv o y a n tly . W h e n  
to ld  o f  R o y ’s c o n fe s s io n  th a t  th e  g u id e  w a s  h is  o w n  in v e n tio n  th e  a rtis t, F ra n k  L e a h , 
in s is te d : ‘R o y  m ay  b e  a  tr ic k s te r , b u t  m y  d ra w in g  o f  h is  sp ir it  g u id e , T in k a , is  g e n u in e .19 I 
d re w  h im  f ro m  m y  o w n  e x p e rie n c e . H e  g a v e  m e  a  w a rn in g  a t th e  t im e  a g a in s t  R o y , w h o m  
h e  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  th re e  o th e r  e x p e rts  as a  f r a u d .’ H e re  I  th in k  o n e  m ay  fa ir ly  
ask , n o t  o n ly  h o w  an  in v e n te d  g u id e  c o u ld  b e  g e n u in e , b u t  w h y  i f  g e n u in e  a n d  k n o w in g  
R o y  to  b e  a  f ra u d  h e  sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  a c t  as h is  g u id e?

B y  u s in g  th e  e a rp h o n e  as a  m in ia tu re  lo u d sp e a k e r  a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  te le s c o p ic  ro d  a n d  a 
tru m p e t, R o y  w o u ld  so m e tim e s  re la y  th e  v o ic e  o f  h is  c o n fe d e ra te , a t th e  sa m e  t im e  
s p e a k in g  h im s e lf  th ro u g h  a n o th e r  tru m p e t, th u s  p ro d u c in g  th e  s e n sa tio n a l a n d  c o n v in c in g  
p h e n o m e n a  o f  tw o  sp ir i t  v o ic e s  s p e a k in g  to g e th e r . T o  re n d e r  th is  e v e n  m o re  c o n v in c in g  h e  
in v e n te d  a n o th e r  ‘g u id e ’, ‘D r  W ils o n ’ . C o m m e n tin g  o n  th e  su c c e s s  o f  th is  d e v ic e  R o y  
o b se rv e d : ‘T h is  s e n sa tio n a l re v e la t io n  w ill ru in  th e  S u n d a y  b re a k fa s t  o f  o th e r  “ m e d iu m s ” 
u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  c o u n try  w h o  h a v e  to ld  th e i r  s itte rs  t im e  a n d  tim e  a g a in  th a t  th e ir  g u id e s  
h a v e  ta lk e d  to  m y  g u id e s .’

M u c h  o f  R o y ’s su c c e ss  in  d u p in g  q u ite  c ritic a l s itte rs  w a s  d u e  to  h is  c le v e r  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  re la y in g  te c h n iq u e  w h e re b y  h e  w a s  a b le  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  ‘d ire c t 
v o ic e ’ in  fu ll l ig h t, an  a c h ie v e m e n t q u ite  b e y o n d  th e  c a p a b ili t ie s  o f  h is  r iv a ls . T o  d o  th is  h e  
ra n  w ir in g  u n d e r  th e  c a rp e t  f ro m  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  a n d  a m p lif ie r  to  tw o  b ra s s  ta c k s , th e  
h e a d s  o f  w h ic h  p ro tru d e d  th ro u g h  th e  c a rp e t a n d  w e re  o s te n s ib ly  s e c u r in g  i t  to  th e  f lo o r . H e  
a d a p te d  th e  h e a r in g  a id  a s  a  m in ia tu re  lo u d s p e a k e r  a n d  a tta c h e d  i t  to  h is  cu ff, ru n n in g  w ire s  
f ro m  it  u p  h is  s le e v e , in s id e  h is  j a c k e t  a n d  d o w n  h is  tro u s e r  le g s  in to  h is  sh o es. H e re  th e y

19 M o re  o n  F ra n k  L e a h  /  T in k a  in  th is  is su e , p a g e  1 5 0 :—Is William Roy Overdoing It?
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c o n n e c te d  th ro u g h  th e  so le s  w ith  tw o  m e ta l p la te s , o n e  o n  e a c h  sh o e , so  th a t  w h e n  h e  s to o d  
o n  th e  ta c k s  a  c irc u it  w a s  c o m p le te d  a n d  th e  c o n fe d e ra te  c o u ld  p ro d u c e  v o ic e s  f ro m  th e  
lo u d sp e a k e r.

R o y  w a s  n o th in g  i f  n o t  in g e n io u s . O n  o n e  o c c a s io n  an  in v e s t ig a to r  a sk e d  w h e th e r  h e  
w o u ld  b e  w il l in g  to  b e  te s te d  b y  h o ld in g  so m e  c o lo u re d  f lu id  in  h is  m o u th  th ro u g h o u t a 
sean ce . R o y  c o n s id e re d  th e  m a tte r  fo r  se v e ra l d a y s  a n d  th e n  a g re e d  to  th e  te s t , w h ic h  h e  
p a s se d  w ith  f ly in g  co lo u rs . H e  d id  i t  th is  w ay . A  te s t- tu b e  f i t te d  w ith  a  le n g th  o f  ru b b e r  
tu b in g  w a s  c o n c e a le d  in  h is  p o c k e t, a n d  a f te r  f il lin g  h is  m o u th  w ith  th e  f lu id  h e  w a ite d  u n til  
th e  l ig h ts  w e re  p u t  o u t a n d  th e n  s im p ly  p u t  th e  tu b e  in  h is  m o u th , e x p e lle d  th e  f lu id  in to  th e  
te s t- tu b e , w e n t  th ro u g h  h is  ac t, a n d  th e n , a t th e  en d , su c k e d  th e  f lu id  b a c k  in to  h is  m o u th . 
N e e d le s s  to  say , h e  p ra c tis e d  th is  m a n y  t im e s  d u r in g  th e  d a y s  w h e n  h e  w a s  c o n s id e r in g  
w h e th e r  to  a c c e p t  th e  tes t.

R o y ’s e le c tr ic a l k n o w le d g e  o n c e  g o t  h im  th ro u g h  an  e v e n  m o re  d if f ic u lt  te s t. H e  w a s  
a sk e d  to  p ro d u c e  a  ‘d ire c t  v o ic e ’ w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  p ic k e d  u p  b y  a  m ic ro p h o n e  in  a  s e a le d  
b o x . T h is  h e  a g re e d  to  d o — in  th e  d a rk . T h is  t im e  h e  e q u ip p e d  h im s e lf  w ith  tw o  le a d s  
e n d in g  in  sm a ll c lip -o n  c ro c o d ile  c lip s . W h e n  th e  l ig h ts  w e re  p u t  o u t  h e  a tta c h e d  th e s e  c lip s  
to  th e  te rm in a ls  o n  th e  o u ts id e  o f  th e  b o x , th u s  c o n n e c tin g  h is  o w n  m ic ro p h o n e  in  p a ra lle l 
w ith  th e  e n c lo se d  o n e , th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e  in v e s t ig a to r  a s su m e d  th e  v o ic e  w a s  b e in g  p ic k e d
u p.

N e i th e r  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a to rs  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e  se em s to  h a v e  b e e n  v e ry  c o m p e te n t. A n y  
p sy c h ic a l r e s e a rc h e r  w o r th y  o f  th e  n a m e  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  h a v e  in s is te d  o n  m u c h  m o re  
s tr in g e n t c o n tro ls— p a rtic u la r ly  o f  th e  m e d iu m ’s h a n d s — b e fo re  a tta c h in g  an y  s ig n if ic a n c e  
to  su c h  te s ts .

T h e  re a c tio n  o f  th e  sp ir i tu a lis t  p re s s  to  th is  e x p o s u re  is  in te re s tin g . In  its  f ir s t  is s u e  to  
a p p e a r  a f te r  th e  s to ry  b ro k e , M a rc h  1, 1958 , Psychic News s ta ted : ‘T o  im p o s e  u p o n  th e  
b e re a v e d  is  as sh o d d y  a  f ra u d  as c a n  b e  c o m m itte d . I f  fa k e  m e d iu m s  a re  fo u n d  th e y  m u s t  b e  
e x p o s e d  to  p ro te c t  th e ir  s itte rs , g e n u in e  m e d iu m s  a n d  th e  g o o d  n a m e  o f  S p ir itu a lism  i ts e lf .’ 
Im m e d ia te ly  u n d e r  th is  s ta te m e n t a p p e a re d  an  a r tic le  b y  P e rc y  W ilso n , m a n a g in g  d ire c to r  
o f  Psychic News, h e a d e d , ‘H o w  th e  S to ry  w a s  R e v e a le d ’ . I t  b e g a n : ‘N o w  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  
s to ry  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  p u b lic  i t  is  d e s ira b le , I  th in k , th a t  o th e r  fa c ts  sh o u ld  b e  to ld  w h ic h , so  
fa r , h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r e v e a le d .’ W ils o n  w e n t  o n  to  s ta te  ( in  sp ite  o f  th e  g lo w in g  Psychic News 
re p o r ts  a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d )  th a t  h e  ‘f ir s t  b e c a m e  a w a re  o f  M r  R o y ’s a c tiv it ie s  th ro u g h  M r  
A b d y  C o llin s  in  th e  e a rly  ‘5 0 s ’. A f te r  so m e  (u n sp e c if ie d )  sc ie n tif ic  in v e s tig a tio n , th e  
re su lts  o f  w h ic h  w e re  ‘n o t  a t all r e a s s u r in g ’, ‘I t  w a s  d e c id e d  th a t  m e n tio n  o f  R o y  sh o u ld  n o t 
b e  m a d e  in  Psychic News' In  1952  an  a s so c ia te  o f  R o y  to o k  so m e  a p p a ra tu s , in c lu d in g  
m ic ro p h o n e s , sh o e s  w ith  c o p p e r  p la te s  a n d  a  m in ia tu re  lo u d sp e a k e r  to  th e  o ff ic e  o f  Psychic 
News a n d  d e c la re d  th a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  ‘a s s is tin g  R o y  in  p ro d u c in g  e x te n s iv e  f ra u d s  o n  th e s e  
l in e s ’ . A  p h o to g ra p h  o f  th e  a p p a ra tu s , ta k e n  a t th e  t im e , a p p e a re d  a lo n g s id e  th e  a rtic le .

In  v ie w  o f  th e  Psychic News s ta te m e n t th a t  fa k e  m e d iu m s  m u s t  b e  e x p o s e d  to  p ro te c t  
s itte rs , e tc ., it  s e e m s  p e r t in e n t  to  a sk  w h y  th e re  w a s  a  d e la y  o f  m o re  th a n  f iv e  y e a rs  b e fo re
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th e s e  fa c ts  w e re  rev e a le d , a n d  w h y  th e y  w e re  n o t  d is c lo s e d  u n til  a f te r  R o y  h a d  b e e n  
e x p o s e d  in  a n o th e r  n e w sp a p e r.

In  fa irn e s s  i t  m u s t  b e  n o te d  th a t  Two Worlds, th e  o th e r  le a d in g  sp ir i tu a lis t  n e w s p a p e r  a t 
th a t  tim e , h a d  d e n o u n c e d  R o y , to g e th e r  w ith  th re e  o th e r  ‘p h y s ic a l ’ m e d iu m s , C h a rle s  
B a s h a m  A r th u r  P h ill ip s  a n d  J o h n  S c a m m e ll, as  f ra u d u le n t  in  1955 , a n d  th a t  R o y  b ro u g h t  a 
la w s u it  a g a in s t  th e  e d ito r  w h ic h  h e  d ro p p e d  w h e n  th e  f in a l e x p o su re  cam e .

T h e  c a re e r  a n d  d o w n fa ll  o f  W illia m  R o y  is  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  e x a m p le  o f  m o d e rn  
sc ie n tif ic  m e th o d s  a p p lie d  to  f ra u d u le n t  m e d iu m sh ip . O th e rs , le s s  w e ll k n o w n , m a y  w e ll 
h a v e  u s e d  s im ila r  m e th o d s , a n d  th e re  is  n o  d isp u tin g  th a t  e v e n  m o re  c o n v in c in g  d e c e p tio n s  
c o u ld  b e  s ta g e d  w ith  th e  a id  o f  n e w e r  e le c tro n ic  m a rv e ls  su c h  as m in ia tu re  ra d io  
tra n s c e iv e rs , ‘m ic ro -b u g s ’ a n d  s im ila r  d e v ic e s .

There was considerable fall-out from the Sunday Pictorial articles in the 
Spiritualist Movement, as can be seen from the Two Worlds reports below:

THE STRANGE CASE 
OF KATHERINE 

HAYWARD
The Two Worlds:— 20

W ILL Mrs. Liebie Pugh, who is in charge of the 
White House, Surbiton, Surrey, continue to sponsor 
Roy’s seances?

O n  th e  sa m e  d ay  th a t  R o y  w a s  c o n fe s s in g  to  V ic to r  
S im s  o f  th e  “ S u n d a y  P ic to r ia l ,” “ O f  c o u rse  I  am  a 
p h o n e y ,” p e o p le  w h o  h a d  a p p lie d  fo r  5s. t ic k e ts  fo r  

R o y ’s K in g s w a y  H a ll  se a n c e s  th a t  sh e  h a d  o rg a n is e d  re c e iv e d  a  s tra n g e  c irc u la r  s ig n e d  b y  
her.

20 The Two Worlds M arch 1, 1958 page 6.
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G u i d e s  a d v i s e d  i t

T h is  s ta te d  th a t  R o y ’s p u b lic  “v o ic e  se a n c e s” w o u ld  h e  h e ld  o n  T h u rsd a y  th is  w e e k  a t 
C o b h a m , a n d  c o n tin u e d  to  b e  h e ld  a t th e  W h ite  H o u se .

Roy’s withdrawal of his libel action against “Two Worlds,” she added, “was made 
on the advice of Katherine Hayward’s guides, in order that the White House work 
and William Roy’s own mediumship could go forward in an atmosphere of love and 
goodwill to all men ...

“ A f te r  th e  g u id e s  h a d  sp o k e n , K a th e r in e  H a y w a rd  sa id  to  W illia m  R o y : ‘W e  c a n  g o  
fo rw a rd  to g e th e r  a n d  o u t to  th e  w o r ld  o n ly  in  d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  lo v e . G iv e  u p  all 
b i t te rn e s s — all th o u g h ts  o f  o p p o s itio n  a n d  w e  w ill w in  th ro u g h  w ith  lo v e .’

“ T h is  is  w h a t  R o y  h a s  d o n e . W e  a re  p ro u d  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  fac t, to  g o  fo rw a rd  w ith  
h im  a n d  sh a re  h is  tru ly  w o n d e r fu l  m e d iu m s h ip  w ith  th e  w o r ld  a t la rg e .”

S u p e r i o r  p h e n o m e n a

O n  S u n d ay , a f te r  sh e  h a d  se en  R o y ’s c o n fe s s io n  o f  f a k in g  in  th e  “P ic to r ia l ,” sh e  to ld  an  
in q u ire r: “W e  h a v e  c o m p le te  fa ith  in  M r. R o y . A ll th e s e  a c c u s a tio n s  a re  a  c o m p le te  f ra m e - 
u p . “ S h e  a d d e d  th a t  th e  “P ic to r ia l” a r tic le  w a s  m e re ly  a  re -h a s h  o f  “ u n fo u n d e d  a c c u s a tio n s ” 
in  Two Worlds.

A  W h ite  H o u s e  “b u l le t in ” d a te d  Ja n u a ry , 1958  re fe r re d  to  “ h ig h ly  su c c e ss fu l sc ie n tif ic  
e x p e r im e n ts ” ta k in g  p la c e  “ th ro u g h  th e  c o m b in e d  m e d iu m s h ip  o f  K a th e r in e  H a y w a rd  an d  
W illia m  R o y .”

T h is  e n a b le d  th em , i t  a d d e d , to  w itn e s s  a  p h e n o m e n o n  c a lle d  “ c ry s ta ll is a tio n s ” sa id  to  
b e  su p e rio r  to  m a te r ia lis a tio n s . T h e  “b u l le t in ” sa id  th a t  o n e  f ig u re  th u s  to  sh o w  h e r s e l f  w a s  
M a rie  T h e re se , “ th e  m o s t  t ru s te d  a n d  lo v e d  o f  K a th e r in e  H a y w a rd ’s c o n tro ls .”

O n  o n e  o c c a s io n , a f te r  M a r ie  T h e re se  h a d  so  a p p e a re d , M rs . P u g h  sa id  sh e  c o n su lte d  
“ T in k a  (W illia m  R o y ’s g re a t  c o n tro l) .” “ T in k a  " e x p la in e d  h o w  th e  “ c ry s ta ll is a tio n ” w a s  
p ro d u c e d  b y  so m e  f in e r  v ib ra t io n  o f  m a n ife s ta t io n .”

Y e t w h e n  R o y  c o n fe s s e d  to  th e  “P ic to r ia l” a b o u t h is  f a k in g  a t s e an c e s , h e  b o a s te d , “I  
invented Tinka”
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S T R A N G E  C A S E  O F  L I E B I E  P U G H

M Y  S y m p a th y  in  th is  R o y  e x p o su re  g o e s  o u t to  M rs . L ie b ie  P u g h , w h o s e  s in c e r ity  c a n n o t 
b e  q u e s tio n e d . Y e t  as  re c e n tly  as o n  M o n d a y  sh e  s ti l l  b e lie v e d  in  R o y !

N e a r ly  fo u r  y e a rs  ag o , w h e n  sh e  still o w n e d  W o o d  C o u r t  H o te l, C o b h a m , S u rrey , I 
w a rn e d  h e r  a g a in s t  b e in g  c re d u lo u s  a n d  u rg e d  h e r  to  s e e k  c o n f irm a tio n  o f  th e  fa n ta s tic  
c la im s  m a d e  to  h e r  a t  se an c e s . S h e  w o u ld  n o t  lis ten .

S h e  to ld  m e  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  sh e  h a d — it a m o u n te d  to  se v era l th o u sa n d s  o f  p o u n d s —  
a n d  sa id  th a t  e v e n  i f  sh e  sp e n t i t  all a n d  w a s  fo u n d  to  b e  w ro n g , sh e  w o u ld  re g a rd  i t  a s  a 
v a lu a b le  le sso n .

E v e r  s in ce , sh e  h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  f in a n c e  p s y c h ic  a c tiv it ie s  a t  C o b h a m  an d , a f te r  s e ll in g  th e  
h o te l, a t th e  W h ite  H o u se .

S h e  sh o w e d  m e, w h e n  I  sa w  h e r  n e a r ly  fo u r  y e a rs  ag o , a  se v e n -p a g e  c irc u la r  s e tt in g  o u t 
a  g ra n d io s e  sc h e m e  w h ic h  w a s  g o in g  to  h e lp  sa v e  th e  w o rld . A s  p a r t  o f  th is  c a m p a ig n , a 
c o tta g e  in  th e  h o te l g ro u n d s  n a m e s  th e  “ G o ld  R o o m ,” in  w h ic h  e v e ry th in g  w a s  c o lo u re d  
g o ld , w o u ld  b e c o m e  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e ir  o p e ra tio n s .

In  i t  w o u ld  b e  b u i l t  “ a  sp ir itu a l s tru c tu re ,” f ro m  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  s e n t o u t “ ra y s  o f  
re a l is a tio n  to  th e  w h o le  u n iv e r s e .” A n d  in  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  “ G o ld  R o o m ” th is  sp ir itu a l 
su b s ta n c e  w o u ld  b e  g ra d u a lly  s o lid if ie d  so  th a t  “ th e  M a s te rs  c a n  m a n ife s t  th e m s e lv e s .”

T h e  re a s o n  w h y  W o o d  C o u r t  w a s  c h o se n , sa id  th e  c irc u la r , w a s  b e c a u s e  th e  g ro u n d  o n  
w h ic h  i t  s to o d  “ is  a  v e ry  a n c ie n t a n d  h ig h ly  m a g n e tic  c e n tre .”

“ M a s t e r s ”  a t  w o r k

T h e  “ G o ld  R o o m ” w o u ld  b e  a  “ p o w e r  h o u s e  w h ic h  w ill  c o m b a t th e  th re a te n in g  a sp e c ts  
o f  o u r  w o rld . D u r in g  a n d  a f te r  th a t  s u c c e s s fu l c o u n te ra c tio n  o f  d a rk n e s s  b y  lig h t, th e  
M a s te rs  w ill u s e  w h a t  is  b e in g  fo rm e d  fo r  th e ir  d e lib e ra te  m a n ife s ta t io n  to  m a n k in d , w h ic h  
is  th e  p re lu d e  to  th e  in c o m in g  a g e .”

M rs . P u g h  a d d e d  in  th is  c irc u la r : “ I  a m  q u ite  re a d y  fo r  all to  b e  p ro v e d  illu s o ry  an d  
m y s e lf  m is led . I f  th is  c o u ld  in  an y  in c o n c e iv a b le  w a y  tu rn  o u t to  b e  th e  ca se , I  sh o u ld  
w e lc o m e  i t  c o m p le te ly , d e s ir in g  o n ly  tru th .

T h e  c irc u la r  sa id  th a t  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  W o o d  C o u r t  g ro u p  w o u ld  tra v e l o n  a  w o r ld -w id e  
sc a le  “ to  b r in g  th e s e  d iv in e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  to  a ll la n d s  . . .

“ T h e  m e d iu m sh ip  w h ic h  is  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  in  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  g ro u p  is  su c h  th a t  
th e  G re a t O n e s  w ill  b e  a b le  to  co n tro l u s — n o t o n ly  a t se t t im e s — b u t  2 4  h o u rs  o u t o f  th e  
2 4 .”

148



A fte r  s e ll in g  W o o d  C o u r t  H o te l, M rs . P u g h  h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  f in a n c e  all th e  a c tiv it ie s  
f ro m  th e  W h ite  H o u se .

S T R A N G E  C A S E  O F  F R A N K  T U R N E R

W HAT will Frank Turner do now? He has been one of the leading defenders of 
William Roy and, indeed, collected money to help him with the action for alleged libel 
that Roy has now dropped.

In  a d d it io n  to  f re q u e n tly  s e n d in g  m e  sc u rr ilo u s  c o m m u n ic a tio n s — “N e m e s is  w ill  c o m e ” 
w a s  o n e  o f  th e  la te s t— h e  c irc u la r is e d  p e o p le  in v it in g  th e m  to  le a rn  “ th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  
m e d iu m -p e rs e c u tio n s . B e  n o  lo n g e r  h o o d w in k e d  b y  th e  c o m m e rc ia l is e d  S p ir itu a lis t  p re s s .”

Y e t  a ll w e  w e re  d o in g , a t  g re a t  e x p e n se  to  o u rse lv e s , w a s  to  d e fe n d  a n  a c tio n  b ro u g h t b y  
R o y , a  s e lf -c o n fe ss e d  frau d .

T u rn e r  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a  s h o c k  w h e n  h e  re a d  R o y ’s c o n fe s s io n  in  th e  “P ic to r ia l .” In  h is  
c irc u la r  le t te r  in v it in g  p e o p le  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  s u b sc r ip tio n  l is t  h e  h a d  o p e n e d  to  m e e t 
R o y ’s “ h e a v y  c o s ts ” h e  re fe r re d  to  R o y ’s “ g re a t  p sy c h ic  g if ts  a n d  c o m p le te  h o n e s ty ”

S u b sc rib e rs , h e  sa id , w o u ld  “ d o u b tle s s  w e lc o m e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  e x p re s s  in  a 
p ra c tic a l fo rm  th e ir  g ra t i tu d e  fo r  h is  c o u ra g e  in  e m b a rk in g  o n  h is  f ig h t  fo r  tru th  a n d  ju s t ic e , 
a n d  e x p o s in g  th e  lo n g -p e rs is tin g  ty ra n n y  o f  a  se c tio n  o f  th e  o rg a n ise d  S p ir itu a lis t  
m o v e m e n t a n d  its  p o p ish  o v e r  r id in g  o f  th e  v ie w s  a n d  c o n v ic t io n s  o f  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  
c o m p e te n t  p sy c h ic a l re se a rc h e rs .

C o n tr ib u tio n s , sa id  T u rn e r, c o u ld  b e  se n t to  h im . H e  h a d  h e a d e d  th e  l is t  w ith  £ 5 0  “ in  
a p p re c ia t io n  o f  th e  b le s s in g s  re c e iv e d  th ro u g h  th e  g if ts  o f  th is  a n d  o th e r  p e rs e c u te d  
m e d iu m s .”

T u rn e r  h a s  n o t  o n ly  c h a m p io n e d  R o y  b u t  a lso  A r th u r  P h ill ip s , a n o th e r  p h y s ic a l m e d iu m  
w h o  h a s  b e e n  e x p o s e d  in  f ra u d , a n d  w h o  w a s  so  n a m e d  in  o u r  a rtic le  o f  A u g u s t  13, 1955 , 
a f te r  w h ic h  R o y  is s u e d  h is  w r i t  fo r  a lle g e d  lib e l.

T u rn e r ’s c irc u la r  e n d e d  b y  d e s c r ib in g  h o w  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e , sa id  to  b e  a  f re q u e n t 
m a te r ia lis e d  v is ito r , a d d re s s e d  R o y  in  p e rso n , sa y in g  “ T h e  w o rk  o f  th e  sp ir it  w o r ld  in  
sp re a d in g  th e  t ru th s  o f  S u rv iv a l w ill  b e  g re a tly  fa c i l i ta te d  a n d  y o u r  s u ffe r in g s  w ill  n o t  h a v e  
b e e n  in  v a in .”

A s  T u rn e r  w a s  in s tru m e n t in  c o lle c tin g  m o n e y — a n d  R o y  h a s  u n d e r ta k e n  to  p a y  o u r  
c o s ts— w h a t  w ill  h e  d o  n o w ?  H e  is  c o n fro n te d  w ith  R o y ’s c o n fe s s io n  o f  fa k in g . Y e t h e  h a s  
a p p e a le d  fo r  a n d  o b ta in e d  m o n e y  o n  th e  p le a  th a t  R o y  w a s  a  g e n u in e  m ed iu m .

T H E  E D IT O R
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IS  W I L L I A M  R O Y  O V E R D O I N G  I T ?

The Two Worlds:— 21 

BY THE EDITOR

IN 37 years’ experience of Spiritualists I have not come across a bigger scoundrel, liar 
and faker than William Roy. But is he overdoing his confessing?

W h e n  a  m a n  re v e a ls  th a t  h e  is  a  lia r , th e  p ro b le m  is: How much of what he says can you 
believe?

In  th e  “P ic to r ia l” R o y  b o a s ts  o f  h is  fa k in g . B u t  in  S e p te m b e r, 1955 , a s  p a r t  o f  h is  leg a l 
p ro c e e d in g s  a g a in s t  Two Worlds, h e  sw o re  an  a f f id a v it  b e fo re  a  c o m m is s io n e r  fo r  o a th s  in  
w h ic h  h e  sta ted :

“For over 10 years past I have worked as a professional medium. I have never 
acted as a medium other than in a genuine manner.”

W h e n  R o y , a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  S p ir itu a lis t  C o u n c il f o r  C o m m o n  A c tio n , w a s  c o n fro n te d  
w ith  th e  c a rd  in d e x  th a t  h is  a c c o m p lic e  h a d  p ro d u c e d , h e  re s o r te d  to  ly in g . H e  sa id  i t  w a s  
n o t  u s e d  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  h is  s e an c e s , w h ic h  h e  a d m itte d  in  th is  w e e k ’s 
“P ic to r ia l ,” b u t  a s  m a te r ia l  fo r  a  b o o k  o n  h is  m e d iu m sh ip .

L i e s  a n d  t r u t h

H is  c o n fe s s io n  o n  S u n d a y  d e sc r ib e s  a  ro o m  in  h is  G o ld e rs  G re e n  b u n g a lo w  as 
“ e x p e n s iv e ly  fu rn is h e d .” I t  w a s  n o  d if fe re n t  f ro m  th o u sa n d s  o f  s im ila r ly  fu rn is h e d  ro o m s  in  
su b u rb a n  h o m es .

H is  ca r, a  s ta n d a rd  m ak e , b e c o m e s  a  “ g le a m in g ” car. A ll h is  s itte rs  a rr iv e d  in  
“ e x p e n s iv e  c a rs” a n d  w e re  “w e ll  d re s s e d .”

R o y  is te l l in g  th e  tru th  w h e n  h e  sa y s  in  h is  c o n fe ss io n . “ T o  p ic k  o u t th e  tru e  f ro m  th e  
fa ls e  a n d  c o n tr iv e d  is  lik e  s e p a ra tin g  g ra in s  o f  sa n d  f ro m  sa lt— in  th e  d a rk .”

In  o u r  is s u e  o f  A u g u s t  13, 1955 , w h e n  I n a m e d  h im  as  o n e  o f  fo u r  m e d iu m s  e x p o s e d  in  
f ra u d  I  w ro te , “ T h e  s itu a tio n  is  c o m p lic a te d  b y  h e  fa c t  th a t  a ll o r  so m e  o f  th e s e  m e n  h a d , o r  
still h a v e , so m e  g e n u in e  p s y c h ic  p o w e r .”

D o e s  th a t  a p p ly  to  R o y ?  O r  d id  h e  s ta r t w ith  n o  p s y c h ic  p o w e r  a n d  g iv e  o n ly  fa k e  
s e a n c e s  fo r  10 y e a rs?

O b v io u s ly , in , h is  c o n fe s s io n , h e  try in g  to  d o  a s  m u c h  d a m a g e  to  S p ir itu a lism  as h e  
p o s s ib ly  can .

21 The Two Worlds M arch 29, 1958 page 3.
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L i k e  a  J u d a s

R o y  m a y  im a g in e  h im s e lf  a s  a  k in d  o f  S a m so n , try in g  to  p u ll d o w n  th e  w h o le  
S p ir itu a lis t  e d if ice , th o u g h  a  c o m p a r is o n  w ith  Ju d a s  is  n e a re r  th e  m ark . W h e n  I  to ld  a  w e ll-  
k n o w n  S p ir itu a lis t  h o w  m u c h  R o y  w a s  re c e iv in g  fo r  h is  c o n fe s s io n , sh e  re p lie d , “ O h , I 
su p p o se  th a t  is  w h a t  3 0  p ie c e s  o f  s ilv e r  w o u ld  b e  w o r th  to d a y .”

R o y  sa y s  th a t  h e  in v e n te d  “ T in k a ,” o n e  o f  h is  “ g u id e s .” H is  c o n fe s s io n  s ta te s , “ A  
p s y c h ic  a r t is t  h o n e s tly  b e lie v e d  h e  h a s  sk e tc h e d  T in k a , b u t  i t  c a n n o t b e  M Y  T in k a , w h o  
w a s  a  m e re  in v e n tio n .”

T h e  p sy c h ic  a r t is t  is  F ra n k  L e a h , w h o s e  d ra w in g  w a s  re p ro d u c e d  b y  th e  “P ic to r ia l .”

“Roy may be a trickster,” said Leah in the caption, “but my drawing of his spirit 
guide, Tinka, is genuine. I drew him from my own experience. He gave me a, warning 
at the time against Roy, whom he described in the presence of three other experts as a 
fraud.”

L e a h  d id  th is  d ra w in g  w h e n  a  w o m a n , a  s tra n g e r, f ir s t  te le p h o n e d  h im  to  a s k  fo r  a 
s ittin g . L a te r  sh e  re v e a le d  th a t  sh e  w a s  o n e  o f  R o y ’s S itte rs .

F o llo w in g  h is  u su a l p ra c tic e , L e a h  d e s c r ib e d  o n  th e  te le p h o n e  w h a t  h e  c o u ld  see  
c la irv o y a n tly , a n d  m a d e  a  sk e tc h  f ro m  w h ic h  h e  d re w  a  p o r tra it  w h e n  th e  w o m a n  v is i te d  
h im  la te r  a t  h is  s tu d io . T h a t  w a s  in  1948.

W a s  i t  T i n k a ?

A b o u t  th a t  t im e  L e a h  w a s  a sk e d  to  a tte n d  a  s e a n c e  b y  R o y  a t  w h ic h  th re e  o th e r  p e o p le  
w e re  p re se n t. O n  th is  o c c a s io n , sa y s  L e a h , h e  w a s  a d d re s s e d  b y  th e  o n e  c la im in g  to  b e  
T in k a , w h o , s p e a k in g  th ro u g h  R o y , to ld  th e  a r t is t  th a t  h e  h a d  in v ite d  h im  to  b e  p re s e n t  fo r  a 
sp e c ia l rea so n .

He wanted to warn Leah that his medium was a trickster who preferred to work on his 
own as a fraudulent medium.

W a s  th is  a  g e n u in e  c o m m u n ic a tio n ?  I f  i t  w a s  a  fak e , w h y  sh o u ld  R o y  g iv e  h im s e lf  a w a y  
as a  f ra u d  w h e n  h e  w a s  try in g  to  m a k e  e v e ry o n e  b e lie v e  h e  w a s  a  g e n u in e  m e d iu m ?

T h e n  th e re  is  th e  s tra n g e  c a se  o f  L ie b ie  P u g h , w h o  h a s  o rg a n is e d  se a n c e s  fo r  R o y  w ith  
K a th e r in e  H a y w a rd  a t h e r  h o m e , th e  W h ite  H o u se , S u rb ito n , S u rrey . S h e  say s  th a t  a  g ro u p  
o f  a b o u t 10 e x p e r ie n c e d  s itte rs  o b ta in e d  w h a t  th e y  re g a rd  as g e n u in e  p h e n o m e n a  w ith  a 
R o y .
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“On one occasion in the presence of only three sitters,” she said on Monday, “a 
spirit materialised saying he was going to wake Roy up, as he wanted Roy to see him.

“He then brought Roy back to consciousness, grasped him by both his wrists, and 
drew him from his chair in the cabinet out into the room under the red light, so that 
we could see and hear Roy and the spirit form speaking to each other outside the 
cabinet at the same time.”

W h e re  is  R o y  n o w ?  N o b o d y  k n o w s , n o t  e v e n  th e  “ P ic to r ia l .”

D I D  W I L L I A M  R O Y  F O O L  C A N A D A ’ S P R E M I E R ?

The Two Worlds:— 22

Fake medium’s story is full of loopholes 
By the Editor

THE trouble with a lying villain such as William Roy is that it is almost impossible to 
know when he is telling the truth. He boasts in this week’s “Sunday Pictorial” that he 
cheated William Lyon Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada, with fake seances.

T h e  q u e s tio n  is: D id  h e  e v e r  g iv e  a  s it t in g  to  M a c k e n z ie  K in g , o r  is  R o y ’s s to ry  sh e e r  
in v e n tio n ?

R o y  sa y s  th a t  h e  w a s  a sk e d  to  g iv e  a  s e a n c e  to  “ a  d is t in g u is h e d  p e rs o n ,” w h o  w a s  to  
v is i t  h im  “ u n d e r  c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  g re a te s t  d is c re tio n .” b y  so m e o n e  in  th e  D u k e  o f  
C o n n a u g h t’s h o u se h o ld .

N o t  k n o w in g  w h o  th e  v is i to r  w a s  to  b e , h e  w a s  w o r r ie d  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  u n a b le  to  lo o k  
u p  h is  f ile  a n d  re fe re n c e  b o o k s  w h ic h  h e  u s e d  to  “ s u rp r ise ” s itte rs  w ith  h is  k n o w le d g e .

T u rn in g  u p  a  r e fe re n c e  b o o k  h e  fo u n d  th a t  th e  d u k e  h a d  o n c e  b e e n  G o v e rn o r  G e n e ra l o f  
C a n a d a . H e  w o n d e re d  i f  i t  w a s  s o m e o n e  f ro m  C a n a d a .

V i s i t s  k e p t  s e c r e t

“ T h e  n e w s p a p e rs  a n d  th e  ‘C o u r t  C irc u la r ’ to ld  m e  w h o  o f  im p o r ta n c e  w a s  in  L o n d o n ,” 
h e  say s. H e  h a rd ly  d a re d  to  b e lie v e  th a t  h is  c h e c k -u p  su g g e s te d  M a c k e n z ie  K in g . R e fu s in g  
to  ta k e  an y  c h a n c e s , h e  lo o k e d  u p  C a n a d a ’s P re m ie r  in  th e  r e fe re n c e  b o o k s .

22 The Two Worlds, April 19, 1958. Front page & page 3.
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T h a t n ig h t, sa y s  R o y , w h e n  M a c k e n z ie  K in g  s te p p e d  f ro m  h is  D a im le r  h e  k n e w  h e  w a s  
r ig h t. T h is , a n d  o th e r  sé an c e s , w a s  su p p o se d  to  h a v e  b e e n  h e ld  d u r in g  o n e  o f  th e  g re a t  
C a n a d ia n  s ta te s m a n ’s v is i ts  to  L o n d o n  to  c o n fe r  w ith  C h u rc h ill.

The simple fact, however, is that during the war the visits of Allied statesmen were 
kept secret. No mention was made of their being in Britain in newspapers or the 
‘Court Circular’ until AFTER  they had left the country. This was a simple precaution 
enforced by censorship. So Roy is lying.

F o r  th is  f ir s t  fa k e  s e a n c e  w h ic h  h e  sa y s  h e  g a v e  to  M a c k e n z ie  K in g . R o y  d e c la re s  th a t  
h e  s im u la te d  th e  v o ic e  o f  Q u e e n  V ic to r ia  a n d  th a t  M a c k e n z ie  K in g  b e lie v e d  h e  w a s  ta lk in g  
to  th e  “ d e a d ” Q u e e n ?

I d o n ’t  b e lie v e  it. N o t  e v e n  th e  w o r ld ’s g re a te s t  m a le  m im ic  c o u ld  p ro d u c e  a  fe m a le  
v o ic e  th a t  w o u ld  c a rry  c o n v ic tio n , e sp e c ia lly  to  su ch  a  sh re w d  s ta te sm a n  as  M a c k e n z ie  
K in g .

W h a t  d id  I  m a k e  th e  Q u e e n  say ?  “R o y  ad d s. “ S h e  m e n tio n e d  th e  w a tc h  th a t  sh e  g a v e  to  
h e r  fa ith fu l s e rv a n t  J o h n  B ro w n .

“ T h is  w a tc h , fo r  o n e  re a s o n  o r  a n o th e r , is  a lw a y s  p o p p in g  u p  a t s e a n c e s  a n d  is  o n e  o f  
th e  ‘o ld  f a i th fu ls ’ a m o n g  m e d iu m s .”

H e re  a g a in  is  c le a r  
e v id e n c e  th a t  R o y  is  
ly in g . Q u e e n  V ic to r ia  
n e v e r  g a v e  th e  w a tc h  to  
w h ic h  h e  re fe rs  to  J o h n  
B ro w n , w h o  w a s  o n e  o f  
h e r  m e d iu m s . R o y , in  
h is  b ra g g in g  to  sh o w  
h o w  c le v e r  h e  w a s , h a s  
g o t  th e  w ro n g  sto ry .

Q u e e n  V ic to r ia  did
p re s e n t  a  w a tc h  to  a  m ed iu m . A s  o u r  i l lu s tra t io n  sh o w s  i t  w a s  p re s e n te d  to  “M is s  
G e o rg ia n a  E a g le  fo r  h e r  m e r i to r io u s  a n d  e x tra o rd in a ry  c la irv o y a n c e  p ro d u c e d  a t O sb o rn  
H o u se , I s le  o f  W ig h t, Ju ly  15 th , 1 8 4 6 .”

M a c k e n z ie  K in g  w o u ld  h a v e  k n o w n  a t o n c e  th a t  an y  re fe re n c e  a t a  R o y  se a n c e  to  Q u e e n  
V ic to r ia  g iv in g  th is  w a tc h  to  Jo h n  B ro w n  w a s  a  lie .

When Miss Eagle, the recipient off the watch, passed over, Queen Victoria asked 
W. T. Stead, the famous journalist and Spiritualist, to present it to the medium he 
considered the most deserving. He handed it to Etta Wriedt, the American voice 
medium.
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In turn she asked Mackenzie King, who had had successful seances with her, to 
take it back to England when she passed on.

T h e n , sa y s  R o y , h e  p ro d u c e d  th e  v o ic e  o f  G la d s to n e , “w h ic h  w a s  g o o d  e n o u g h  to  fo o l 
th e  C a n a d ia n  P r im e  M in is te r , w h e n  I  sp o k e  o f  ‘th e s e  g ra v e  t im e s  fo r  B r i ta in  a n d  th e  
E m p ire ’ .”

I  d o n ’t  b e lie v e  it. M a c k e n z ie  K in g  in  p a r t ic u la r  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  su sp ic io u s  o f  an y  
“v o ic e ,” e sp e c ia lly  s u p p o se d  to  b e  e m a n a tin g  f ro m  G la d s to n e , w h ic h  w a s  u n a w a re  th a t  it  
w a s  n o  lo n g e r  an  E m p ire  b u t  a  C o m m o n w e a lth .

M a c k e n z ie  K in g , o f  a ll p e o p le , w o u ld  k n o w  th a t  C a n a d a , l ik e  o th e r  D o m in io n  co u n tie s , 
h a d  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  o f  N a tio n s  s in c e  th e  S ta tu te  o f  W e s tm in s te r  o f  
1931.

“ N o t  i m p r e s s e d ”

F o r  th e  se c o n d  v is it , sa id  R o y , h e  h a d  g a th e re d  so  m u c h  u se fu l in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t 
M a c k e n z ie  K in g  th a t  h e  w a s  a b le  to  p ro d u c e , “u s in g  m y  re p e r to ire  o f  v o ic e s , h is  la te  fa th e r  
a n d  a lso  h is  b ro th e r  a n d  s is te r .” R o y  say s  th a t  th e  C a n a d ia n  s ta te sm a n  w a s  d e lig h te d  w ith  
th e s e  e ffo rts .

I  d o n ’t  b e lie v e  it. T h e  p e rs o n  fo r  w h o m  M a c k e n z ie  K in g  h a d  th e  g re a te s t  d e v o tio n  w a s  
h is  m o th e r.

A n o th e r  f a c t  th a t  p u n c tu re s  h o le s  in  R o y ’s s to ry  is  th a t  M a c k e n z ie  K in g  re l ie d  o n  h is  
in tro d u c tio n s  to  m e d iu m s  o n  th o s e  re c o m m e n d e d  b y  h is  f r ie n d s  th e  D u c h e s s  o f  H a m ilto n  
a n d  M is s  L in d -a f -H a g e b y . N e i th e r  o f  th e m  k n e w  R o y .

M is s  L in d  te l ls  m e  th a t  M a c k e n z ie  K in g  d isc u s s e d  w ith  th e m  h is  s e a n c e s  w ith  th e  fo u r  
m e d iu m s  th e y  re c o m m e n d e d , G la d y s  L e o n a rd , G e ra ld in e  C u m m in s , L ilia n  B a ile y  an d  
H e le n  H u g h e s . He never once mentioned Roy.

R o y  a lso  sa y s  th a t  h e  g a v e  a  s e a n c e  to  L o rd  D o w d in g  a t w h ic h  h e  fa k e d  th e  re tu rn  o f  “ a 
f e w  d e p a rte d  R A F  p ilo ts ” a n d  a lso  D o w d in g ’s f ir s t  w ife . A s k e d  b y  th e  “P ic to r ia l” to  
c o m m e n t, D o w d in g  said :

“It may well be that Roy at one time did have some genuine power before he 
decided to use fraudulent methods. I was not terribly impressed with what I observed 
of him at the séance I attended.”

“ T e s t  s é a n c e ”

R o y , h o w e v e r , d o e s  re v e a l h o w  h e  fa k e d  a  “ te s t  s é a n c e ” w ith  tw o  L o n d o n  d o c to rs  w h ic h  
w a s  re p o r te d  b y  “P s y c h ic  N e w s ” o n  M a rc h  6, 1948 . H is  w r is ts  w e re  t ie d  to  a  c h a ir  a n d  h is  
m o u th  ta p e d  w ith  s tic k in g  p la s te r .
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A t th is  s é a n c e  h e  p la n te d  tw o  s to o g e s  w h o  m o v e d  th e  tru m p e ts  a n d  w e re  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  
so m e  o f  th e  v o ic e s . P ic tu re s  p u b lis h e d  o n  S u n d a y  s h o w  h o w  h e  s lu m p e d  fo rw a rd  in  h is  
c h a ir  a n d  p u lle d  th e  p la s te r  a s id e  w ith  o n e  th u m b .

T h e  in c re a s e  in  h is  p u lse  b e a t, f ro m  its  n o rm a l 72  to  o v e r  120, w h ic h  w a s  fe a tu re d  in  th e  
rep o rt, w a s  e a s ily  d o n e , h e  c o n fe sse s . H e  to o k  a  lo t  o f  d e e p  b re a th s  v e ry  q u ic k ly  a n d  th e n  
h e ld  h is  b re a th  as lo n g  a s  h e  co u ld . A n  a c c e le ra te d  p u lse  b e a t  w a s  th e  re su lt.

G u l l i b l e  v i c a r

H is  g re a te s t  se n sa tio n , h e  a sse ts , w a s  w h e n  h e  “ c o m p le te ly  fo o le d ” th e  R ev . A r th u r  
S h a rp , th e n  V ic a r  o f  St. S te p h e n ’s, H a m p s te a d . In  th is  c o n n e c tio n  i t  is  w o r th  m e n tio n in g  
th a t  e x p e r ie n c e d  S p ir itu a lis ts  r e g a rd e d  S h a rp  as v e ry  g u llib le  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  e x a g g e ra te d  
c la im s  h e  c o n s ta n tly  m ad e .

H a v in g  le a rn e d  th a t  S h a rp  h a d  a t o n e  t im e  b e e n  C h a p la in  to  S ir  C h a r le s  B ro o k e , th e  
fa m o u s  W h ite  R a ja h  o f  S a raw a k , in  B o rn e o , R o y  g u e s se d  th a t  th e  v ic a r  w o u ld  sp e ak  
M a la y . A t o n e  sé a n c e  h e  tro t te d  ou t, “ H o w  d o  y o u  d o ? ” in  M a la y .

T h e  v ic a r  w a s  so  e x c ite d  th a t  h e  ju m p e d  to  h is  fee t, g ra b b e d  th e  f lo a tin g  t ru m p e t—  
lu c k ily  fo r  R o y  n o t  c a tc h in g  h o ld  o f  th e  te le s c o p ic  ro d  b y  w h ic h  i t  w a s  a tta c h e d  to  h im —  
a n d  b e g a n  ta lk in g  to  i t  a t a  g re a t  ra te  in  M a la y . A f te rw a rd s  th e  v ic a r  re p o r te d  th a t  h is  “ sp ir it  
v is i to r” w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  la te  R a ja h  B ro o k e ’s h o u s e h o ld  w h o m  h e  h a d  k n o w n  39  y e a rs  
ea rlie r .

H o w  h e  c h e a t e d

R o y  a d d s  th a t  e le c tr ic a l k n o w le d g e  th a t  h e  p ic k e d  u p  w h e n  h e  w o rk e d  a t  S lo u g h  
te le p h o n e  e x c h a n g e d  h e lp e d  h im  w ith  o th e r  tr ic k s  w ith  w h ic h  h e  fo o le d  s itte rs .

H e  te l ls  o f  an  o c c a s io n  w h e n  th e  R e v . C . D ra y to n  T h o m a s  m e n tio n e d  th a t  o n e  
S p ir itu a lis t  so c ie ty  w a s  d e v e lo p in g  a  m ic ro p h o n e  th a t  c o u ld  b e  s e a le d  in  a  b o x . In  c a se  th is  
w a s  p ro d u c e d  a t o n e  o f  h is  s e an c e s , R o y  p re p a re d  h im se lf .

W h e n  a n  in v e s t ig a to r  p ro d u c e d  a  s e a le d  m ic ro p h o n e  h e  n o tic e d  th a t  tw o  te rm in a ls  
outside th e  b o x  w e re  n o t  in su la te d . A f te r  th e  lig h ts  w e n t  o u t, h e  to o k  f ro m  h is  p o c k e t  a 
le n g th  o f  w ire  a n d  sn a p -o n  c ro c o d ile  c lip s  a n d  a  sm all m ic ro p h o n e .

T o  c o v e r  th e  c ra c k lin g  n o ise  h e  m a d e  as h e  f i t te d  th e  c lip s  to  th e  te rm in a ls , h e  g ro a n e d , 
p re te n d in g  to  b e  in  a  tra n c e . H e  w a s  th e n  re a d y  to  se n d  “ sp ir i t  v o ic e s ” th ro u g h  th e  
m ic ro p h o n e  tig h tly  se a le d  u p  in  th e  b o x .
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W I L L I A M  R O Y  L I E S  A B O U T  “ T E S T ”  S É A N C E

The Two Worlds:— 23

W IL L IA M  R O Y  L IE D  IN  H IS  V E R S IO N , P R IN T E D  IN  T H IS  W E E K ’S “ S U N D A Y  
P IC T O R IA L ,” O F  A  “ T E S T ” S E A N C E  H E  G A V E  T O  B R IG A R D IE R  R . C. 
F IR E B R A C E , P R E S ID E N T  O F  T H E  C O L L E G E  O F  P S Y C H IC  S C IE N C E .

F o r  th is  “ te s t ,” say s  R o y  in  th e  la s t  o f  h is  
p u b lis h e d  c o n fe s s io n s , h e  w a s  to  w e a r  a  th ro a t  
m ic ro p h o n e  th ro u g h o u t th e  se an c e . I f  h e  ev e n  
w h is p e re d , s e n s it iv e  p a d s  re s t in g  o n  h is  la ry n x  
w o u ld  p ic k  i t  up .

“ A  ta p e  re c o rd e r  w o u ld  h o ld  th e  d a m n in g  
e v id e n c e  th a t  w o u ld  p ro v e  m y  sp ir i t  v o ic e  
c am e , n o t  f ro m  b e y o n d  th e  g ra v e , b u t  f ro m  m y  
o w n  th ro a t .”

D a r e d  n o t  r e f u s e

T h o u g h  h e  tre m b le d  w ith  n e rv o u sn e s s , h e  
d a re d  n o t  re fu s e  to  b e  te s te d . A s  th e  s e n s it iv e  
p a d s  p re s s e d  o n  h is  th ro a t  h e  h a d  a  su d d e n  
in sp ira tio n . T h e  w ire s  to  w h ic h  w e re  a tta c h e d  
p a s se d  b e tw e e n  h is  k n ees.

E v e n  w ith  h is  h a n d s  b o u n d , say s  R o y , h e  c o u ld  g r ip  th e  w ire s  w ith  h is  k n e e s  a n d  p u ll 
th e  m ic ro p h o n e  f ro m  h is  th ro a t.

“W ith  th e  p a d s  o n ly  h a l f  a n  in c h  f ro m  m y  f le sh , I  g a v e  a  fu ll p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  fa k e d  sp ir it  
v o ic e s . A n d  n o t  a  s in g le  sy lla b le  w a s  p ic k e d  u p  b y  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  to  a p p e a r  o n  th e  ta p e  
re c o rd e r. I  h a d  sc ra p e d  b y .”

Firebrace told “Two Worlds” on Monday that there was no tape recorder used at 
this seance.

I t  w a s  a g re e d  th a t  i t  sh o u ld  b e  th e  f ir s t  o f  a  se rie s  o f  s ix  sean ces . A s  R o y  h a d  o f fe re d  to  
b e  te s te d , F ire b ra c e , fo llo w in g  h is  u su a l p ra c tic e , d id  n o t  in s is t  o n  fu ll c o n tro l o f  th e  
m e d iu m  a n d  te s t  c o n d itio n s  fo r  th e  f ir s t  s ittin g . H e  d id  n o t  e v e n  b o th e r  to  a sk  fo r  th e  
m e d iu m  to  b e  se a rc h e d .

23 The Two Worlds April 26, 1958 page 5.
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F ire b ra c e  w a n te d  to  see  w h a t  tra n s p ire d  a t th is  p re l im in a ry  s é a n c e  so  as to  ta k e  th e  
n e c e s sa ry  p re c a u tio n s  a t th e  o th e rs . A t  th e  e n d  o f  i t ,  h e  w a s  m o s t  su sp ic io u s  o f  th e  re s u lts .  
R o y  m u s t  h a v e  g u e s s e d , fo r  h e  re fu s e d  to  g iv e  an y  m o re  se a n c e s .

H e l d  b y  t w o  m e n

R o y  c la im s  to  h a v e  su c c e e d e d  w h e n  te s te d  b y  D r. D o n a ld  W e s t  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  
P s y c h ic a l  R e s e a rc h , b u t  h is  a c c o u n t d o e s  n o t  re a d  lik e  a  su ccess .

A s  th e  te s t  b e g a n , R o y  w a s  t ig h tly  h e ld  b y  tw o  m en . O b v io u s ly , h e  s a y s , h e  w a s  n o t 
g o in g  to  b e  a b le  to  s lip  fo rw a rd  a n d  m o v e , o r  f lo a t  an y  t ru m p e ts  a ro u n d  th e  ro o m  o n  th is  
o c c as io n .

T h ro u g h  b a f f le d  h e  w e n t  h o p e fu lly  in to  h is  fa k e  tra n c e . A t th a t  m o m e n t, D r. W e s t , w h o  
h a d  b e e n  o u ts id e , w a lk e d  in . A s  W e s t  o p e n e d  th e  d o o r , h e  le t  l ig h t  in to  th e  d a rk e n e d  se an c e  
ro o m .

T h a t , sa y s  R o y , w a s  h is  b ig  c h a n c e , b e c a u s e  l ig h t  is  su p p o se d  to  b e  p h y s ic a lly  h a rm fu l 
to  g e n u in e  m e d iu m s . H e  s lu m p e d  to  th e  g ro u n d  a n d  fe ig n e d  in ju ry . W h e n  h e  re c o v e re d  
f ro m  h is  “ s h o c k ” h e  sa id  h e  c o u ld  n o t  co n tin u e .

R o y  say s  th a t, d e sp ite  h is  c o n fe s s io n s , th e re  w ill  still b e  p e o p le  w h o  re fu s e  to  b e lie v e  
th a t  h e  is  a  fak e . “ I  k n o w  I  c o u ld  f ill se an c e  ro o m s  a g a in  w ith  p e o p le  w h o  f in d  in  a  c o m fo r t 
to  b e lie v e  I  am  g e n u in e ,” h e  a sse rts .
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S e q u e l to  W i l l ia m  R o y ’ s C o n fe s s e d  F r a u d s

The Two Worlds:— 24 

BY THE EDITOR

W IL L IA M  G e o rg e  H o lro y d  P lo w r ig h t , a lia s  W illia m  R o y , h a s  d e fa u lte d  o n  h is  so le m n  
u n d e rta k in g .

T h is  is  th e  la te s t c h a p te r  in th e  
sq u a lid  p sy c h ic  c a re e r  o f  a  s e lf - ­
c o n fe s s e d  sc o u n d re l, sw in d le r , l ia r  
a n d  ro g u e , w h o  b o a s te d  th a t  h e  m ad e  
£ 5 0 ,0 0 0  b y  h is  “ in g e n io u s ly , 
f ie n d is h ” m e a n s  o f  fa k in g  sean ces .

M y  e x p o s u re  la s t  F e b ru a ry  in  Two 
Worlds o f  h is  c o ld -b lo o d e d  tr ic k e ry  
w a s  fo llo w e d  b y  R o y  w r itin g  h is  
c o n fe s s io n s  in  th e  “ S u n d ay  P ic to r ia l .” 
A f te r  d e n y in g  to  o th e r  n e w s p a p e rs  
th a t  h e  h a d  fa k e d  se an c e s , R o y  
w il l in g ly  a g re e d  to  “ te ll a ll” in  th e  
“ P ic to r ia l ,” i f  h e  w a s  p a id  to  d o  so!

H e  b o a s te d  h o w  h e  d e lib e ra te ly  
d e c e iv e d  g r ie f -s tr ic k e n  m o u rn e rs  w h o  
c a m e  to  h is  s e a n c e s  h o p in g  fo r  
c o n so la tio n . T h e re  c a n  b e  fe w  c rim e s  
w o rs e  th a n  b a tte n in g  o n  th e  b e re a v e d .

I  am  p ro u d  o f  th e  le a d in g  p a r t  th a t  Two Worlds p la y e d  in  ru th le s s ly  r e m o v in g  th is  
c h a r la ta n  f ro m  th e  S p ir itu a lis t  scen e .

I t  is  th re e  y e a rs  s in c e  I  f ir s t  n a m e d  R o y  in  o u r  c o lu m n s  as  a  f ra u d u le n t  m ed iu m . H e  
is s u e d  a  w r i t  fo r  a lle g e d  lib e l.

R o y  h a d  n o  d iff ic u lty  in  s w e a rin g  an  a ff id a v it  th a t  h e  h a d  n e v e r  a c te d  o th e r  th a n  as  a 
g e n u in e  m ed iu m !

B e c a u s e  o f  th e  w rit, fo r  tw o  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a rs  n o  c o m m e n ts  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  a b o u t R o y  in  
Two Worlds w h ile  th e  la w  to o k  its  co u rse .

N a tu ra l ly  h e  sa w  o u r  le g a l d e fe n c e , w ith  i ts  d e ta ils  o f  w itn e s s e s  w h o  w e re  p re p a re d  to  
d e sc r ib e  in  c o u rt  h o w  th e y  h a d  b e e n  tr ic k e d  a t R o y ’s sean ces .

24 The Two Worlds August 23, 1958, page 3.
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W h e r e  i s  h e ?

F in a lly  h e  a b a n d o n e d  h is  la w su it , in  th e  o n ly  w a y  p o s s ib le — b y  g iv in g  an  u n d e r ta k in g  to  
p a y  o u r  ta x e d  co s ts . H e  h a s  d e fa u lte d  o n  th is  u n d e rta k in g . H is  o w n  so lic ito rs  a re  k e p t  in  
ig n o ra n c e  o f  h is  w h e re a b o u ts .

Two Worlds is  n o w  lia b le  fo r  th e s e  co s ts , w h ic h  a m o u n t to  £ 1 ,1 3 0 .1 5 s .5 d  
(a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 3 ,4 0 0 ).

O u r  e x p o s u re  o f  W illia m  R o y  w a s  d ic ta te d  b y  tw o  c o n s id e ra t io n s — to  r id  o u r  m o v e m e n t 
o f  f ra u d  a n d  to  s a fe g u a rd  th e  p u b lic , e s p e c ia lly  th e  b e re a v e d . I t  w a s  a  d is ta s te fu l d u ty , b u t  it  
h a d  to  b e  d o n e , w h a te v e r  th e  cost.

I  n o w  a p p e a l to  S p ir itu a lis ts  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e s e  c o s ts  so  th a t  
Two Worlds sh o u ld  n o t  b e  o u t o f  p o c k e t. I  k n o w  th a t  I  w ill  n o t  a p p e a l in  v a in .

Another story comes to light by ex-Chief Detective Inspector Percy Smith on
“The Great Swindlers.”

F A K E  M E D I U M  C H E A T E D  H E R  O F  £ 1 5 ,0 0 0

Ex-Scotland Yard Chief Reveals Swindle By William Roy

The Two Worlds:— 25 

“TWO WORLDS” REPORTER

A HITHERTO unprinted story of how William Roy, the fake voice medium, swindled 
one of his victims, a widow, of £15,000 was printed in the “London Evening News” 
last week.

I t  is  p u b lis h e d  in  o n e  o f  a  se rie s  b y  e x -C h ie f  D e te c tiv e  In sp e c to r  P e rc y  S m ith  o n  “ T h e  
G re a t S w in d le rs .”

T h e  s to ry  in  a ll i ts  d e ta il is  k n o w n  to  m e  b e c a u s e  I  in te rv ie w e d  th e  w id o w  a f te r  Two Worlds 
h a d  re c e iv e d  a  w r it  fo r  a lle g e d  lib e l f ro m  R o y  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  p r in te d  th e  fa c t  th a t  h e  w a s  a 
frau d .

25 The Two Worlds, January 23, 1960. Front page and page 8, reporter unknown, Phillip Paul?.
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F l e d  a b r o a d

H e  w a s  a llo w e d  to  w ith d ra w  th e  c a se  a g a in s t u s  a f te r  h e  h a d  u n d e r ta k e n  to  p a y  th e  
h e a v y  co s ts . B u t  h e  d e fa u lte d  a n d  f le d  th e  co u n try . R o y , in  h is  c o n fe s s io n s  p r in te d  in  th e  
“ S u n d a y  P ic to r ia l ,” b o a s te d  o f  h o w  h e  h a d  m a d e  £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  f ro m  h is  fa k e  sean ces .

T h e  w o m a n , w h o  re a lis e d  h o w  fo o lis h  sh e  h a d  b e e n  in  h e r  a s so c ia tio n  w ith  R o y , b e g g e d  
m e  n o t  to  p r in t  h e r  s to ry  o r  h e r  n a m e . T h e  e x -S c o tla n d  Y a rd  o ffic ia l still h a s  n o t  to ld  all th e  
fac ts .

H e  d e s c r ib e s  th is  c a se  as “ o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  h e a r t le s s  a n d  v ic io u s  c o n fid e n c e  tr ic k s  in  m y  
e x p e r ie n c e .” H e  say s  “ i t  w a s  w o rk e d  u p o n  a  w e l l - o f f  w o m a n  w h o  h a d  lo s t  b o th  h e r  
h u s b a n d  a n d  a  so n  a n d  w a s  a n x io u s  to  c o n ta c t th e m  th ro u g h  S p ir itu a lism .”

T h e  e x -d e te c tiv e  sa y s  sh e  w a s  a p p ro a c h e d  b y  a  m e d iu m  “w e ll p u b lic is e d  a t th e  t im e ” —  
R o y ’s n a m e  is  n e v e r  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  a rtic le . “W e  k n e w  h im  a s  a  tr ic k s te r  w h o  h a d  a lre a d y  
b e e n  c o n v ic te d  fo r  f ra u d s ,” h e  te lls  rea d e rs .

A t  th e  t im e  w e  e x p o s e d  R o y  w e  k n e w  o f  h is  p r is o n  rec o rd , b u t  m a d e  n o  re fe re n c e  to  it  
b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  n o t  c o n s id e re d  s tr ic tly  g e rm a n e .

A c c o m p l i c e  p l a n t e d

S o o n , sa y s  P e rc y  S m ith , th e  w id o w  w a s  a tte n d in g  h is  p r iv a te  s e a n c e s  “ in  a  w e ll-  
a p p o in te d  L o n d o n  h o u s e .” T h is  w a s  th e  su b u rb a n  h o m e , w ith  n o  o u ts ta n d in g  fu rn ish in g s , in  
G o ld e rs  G reen . H e  sa y s  th a t  th e  fe e s  w e re  te n  g u in e a s  fo r  a  s ittin g , b u t  th is  is  an  
e x a g g e ra tio n .

In  h e r  ca se , th e  s to ry  g o e s  on , R o y  p la n te d  a  fe m a le  c o n fe d e ra te  in  th e  h o te l  w h e re  sh e  
liv ed . T h e y  b e c a m e  a c q u a in te d . S o o n  th e y  w e re  e x c h a n g in g  in tim a te  d e ta ils  o f  th e ir  l iv e s  
“ as w o m e n  w il l .”

This information was transmitted as “spirit messages” by Roy and impressed the 
widow who “thought her loved ones were standing by and trying to help her through 
problems.”

T h e  w r ite r  th e n  te lls , a s  a lre a d y  b e e n  re p o r te d  in  o u r  c o lu m n s , h o w  R o y ’s h o u se  w a s  
f i t te d  w ith  e le c tr ic a l a n d  ra d io  a p p a ra tu s  w h ic h  w e re  c u n n in g ly  u s e d  a t  h is  s ittin g s .

T h e  e x -d e te c tiv e  e rrs  w h e n  h e  s ta le s  th a t  w o m e n  w h e n  th e y  a rr iv e d  w e re  to ld  to  le a v e  
th e  c o a ts  in  a  ro o m  a n d  th e ir  h a n d b a g s  “ in  c u p b o a rd s  f i t te d  w ith  s e p a ra te  lo c k s  a n d  re ta in  
th e  k e y s .”

L a te r , h e  say s, an  a c c o m p lic e  o p e n e d  w ith  a  m a s te r  k e y  th e  v a r io u s  h a n d b a g  lo c k e rs  an d  
tra n s m itte d  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  h a n d b a g s ’ c o n te n ts  to  R o y  in  th e  s e a n c e  ro o m  b y  a 
m in ia tu re  ra d io  sy stem .
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T h e re  w e re  n o  c u p b o a rd s  w ith  f i t te d  se p a ra te  lo ck s . T h e  d o o r  o f  th e  ro o m  w a s  lo c k e d , 
b u t  th e  a c c o m p lic e  h a d  th e  k e y  a n d  tra n s m itte d  th e  in fo rm a tio n  w h ic h  h e  fo u n d  in  
h a n d b a g s  a n d  m e n ’s o v e rc o a t  p o c k e ts .

T h e re  fo llo w s  a  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  h o w  R a y  a n d  h is  a c c o m p lic e  fa k e d  th e  “ m e s s a g e s .”

In  t im e ,” sa y s  th e  w rite r , “R o y  b e g a n  to  m a k e  ro m a n tic  a p p ro a c h e s  to  h is  v ic t im ” 
th o u g h  h e  w a s  a  m a rr ie d  m an . H e  a s su re d  h e r  th a t  h e  w a n te d  to  o b ta in  a  d iv o rc e  a n d  m a rry  
he r. S h e  w a s  h e s ita n t  to  re -m a rry  b u t  w a s  f la tte re d .

R o y  th e n  g o t  h is  a c c o m p lic e  a t h e r  h o te l to  p e rs u a d e  th e  w id o w  to  a tte n d  a  s e a n c e  w ith  
a n o th e r  fa k e  m e d iu m  th ro u g h  w h o m  c a m e  “ a  s ta r tl in g  m e s s a g e .” T h is  w a s  th a t  h e r  
“ d e p a rte d  o n e s ” a d v is e d  h e r  to  o f fe r  R o y ’s w ife  £ 1 5 ,0 0 0 , w h ic h  th e y  w e re  c e r ta in  sh e  
w o u ld  a c c e p t to  f re e  h e r  h u sb a n d . T h e  w id o w  w a s  to ld  all th is  w a s  fo r  h e r  h a p p in e ss .

R o g u i s h  c u n n i n g

Im p re s s e d  b y  th is  a lle g e d  sp ir i t  a d v ic e  c o m in g  th ro u g h  w h a t  sh e  I  th o u g h t  w a s  a  s tra n g e  
m e d iu m  w h o  k n e w  n o th in g  a b o u t th e  o th e r  c o m m u n ic a tio n s . sh e  h u r r ie d  to  R o y  in  g re a t  
e x c ite m e n t to  te ll  h im  o f  th e  “ c o n f irm a tio n .”

H e  a p p e a re d  to  b e  o v e rw h e lm e d  a t  th is  n e w s , c u n n in g ly  in tim a tin g  th a t  h is  w ife  h a d  
lo n g  w a n te d  to  g o  a b ro a d  a n d  o p e n  a  b u s in e s s . H e  b e lie v e d , h e  sa id , th a t  sh e  w o u ld  a c c e p t 
th is  m o n e y  to  g iv e  h im  h is  re le a se , so  th a t  sh e  c o u ld  s ta r t  a fre sh  in  a n o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  
w o rld .

T h e  e x -d e te c tiv e  d o e s  n o t  re la te — h e  m a y  n o t  k n o w  it— a n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  th is  sw in d le . 
W h e n  th e  w id o w  e x p re s s e d  d o u b t th a t  R o y ’s w ife  w o u ld  re a lly  a g re e  to  su c h  an  
a rra n g e m e n t, h e  p ro d u c e d  a  le tte r , a lle g e d ly  s ig n e d  b y  h is  w ife , w r i t te n  o n  a  W e s t  E n d  f irm  
o f  s o lic ito rs ’ n o te p a p e r , in  w h ic h  h e r  c o n s e n t  w a s  g iv en .

Later the widow discovered that no such firm of solicitors existed. Roy had even 
faked the notepaper, which he specially had printed for the occasion.

A n y w a y , so  su c c e s s fu lly  w a s  sh e  d u p e d , s ta g e  b y  s tag e , th a t  e v e n tu a lly  i t  w a s  a rra n g e d  
fo r  h e r  to  d ra w  £ 1 5 ,0 0 0  f ro m  h e r  b a n k  a n d  p a y  i t  o v e r  to  R o y . T h is  w a s  d o n e .

A  fe w  d a y s  la te r  sh e  a n d  R o y  w e n t  a w a y  fo r  a  jo in t  h o lid a y . W h a t th e  w r i te r  c a lls  th e ir  
“b e la te d  ‘h o n e y m o o n ’ ” e n d e d  w h e n  n e w s  c a m e  th a t  R o y ’s w ife  h a d  c o m m itte d  su ic id e  b y  
g a s  p o iso n in g .

A t  th e  in q u e s t  a n d  la te r  p ro c e e d in g s  i t  w a s  p ro v e d  th a t  sh e  w a s  p ra c tic a lly  p e n n ile s s  an d  
in  g re a t  d is tre s s  a t R o y ’s d e se r tio n . A ll th e  m o n e y  p a id  o v e r  b y  th e  w id o w  h a d  g o n e  in to  
R o y ’s p o c k e t. T h e  w ife  h a d  m e re ly  b e e n  p a lm e d  o f f  w ith  a  f e w  p o u n d s .
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T h e re  fo llo w e d  a  d is tre s s in g  scen e . T h e  w id o w  a sk e d  a  ta x i d r iv e r  to  ta k e  h e r  to  
S c o tla n d  Y a rd , w h e re u p o n  R o y , th e  c ro o k , m a d e  h im s e lf  sca rce . I t  w a s , S m ith  say s, a  v e ry  
c h a s te n e d  w o m a n  w h o  u n fo ld e d  h e r  s to ry  a t th e  Y a rd .

A t  f ir s t  sh e  w a s  fu lly  p re p a re d  to  p ro se c u te  R o y  fo r  o b ta in in g  £ 1 5 ,0 0 0  f ro m  h e r  b y  
fra u d . L a te r , sa y s  th e  e x -d e te c tiv e , sh e  c h a n g e d  ed. h e r  m in d — sh e  w a s  in  fa c t  p e rs u a d e d  b y  
R o y  to  d ro p  th e  c h a rg e . S o  sh e  to ld  th e  Y a rd  th a t  sh e  h a d  se c o n d  th o u g h ts  a n d  w o u ld  n o t 
in v ite  p u b lic ity .

A s  th e  w r i te r  say s, th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  p o lic e  w e re  tied . A  c h a rg e  o f  th is  k in d  d e m a n d e d  a 
p ro se c u to r , a n d  w ith o u t  th e  e s se n tia l  w itn e s s e s  p ro c e e d in g s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  in s ti tu te d . S o  R o y  
e sc a p e d  a n o th e r  c o n v ic tio n .

T h e  e x -d e te c tiv e  m e n tio n s  th a t  R o y  a n d  h is  a c c o m p lic e  w e n t  to  S o u th  A fr ic a , w h e re  
th e y  t r ie d  s im ila r  f ra u d s . “ B u t  a p p a re n tly  th e y  w e re  a n  su c c e s s fu l ,” h e  says. “W h e n  la s t  
h e a rd  o f  th e y  w e re  p ra c tic a lly  w ith o u t  a  p e n n y .”

T h e  w r i te r  m a k e s  th is  c o m m e n t: “ W o m e n  a re  u s u a lly  th e  v ic t im s  o f  th e  f e w  ‘c o n  m e n ’ 
w h o  e n lis t  th e  a id  o f  p h o n e y  S p iritu a lism  to  d e fra u d  th em . T h e ir  e m o tio n a l n a tu re s  m a k e  
th e m  fa r  m o re  l ik e ly  to  fa ll fo r  th e  b la n d is h m e n ts  o f  a  m a n  w h o  a d d s  to  c h a rm  a n d  g o o d  
lo o k s  th e  ‘g im m ic k ’ o f  b e in g  a b le  to  c o n ta c t  th e  d e p a r te d .”
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Over ten years later there was a sensational development in this story, as
recalled below:

S E L F - C O N F E S S E D  F A K E  

M E D I U M  W I L L I A M  R O Y  

W O R K S  A S  B I L L  S I L V E R

B e a t l e s  w e n t  t o  h i s  s é a n c e  

B y  t h e  E d i t o r

Psychic News:— 26

I LEARNED last week that under the 
assumed name of “Bill Silver,” the self- 
confessed fake medium, “William Roy,” who 
boasted in print that he extracted £50,000 
from the bereaved and the gullible, has been 
giving “direct voice” sittings regularly in 
London for the past five years.

William George Holroyd Plowright, 57, 
who is using the “B ill Silver” alias, has been 
receiving at least £50 a week for his sittings. 
His chief sponsor, a very wealthy man, has 
known for some time, as have some regular 
sitters, that “Silver” is “Roy”.

A  photograph of some of the appliances produced by W illiam  Roy's
self-confessed accomplice. Scotland Yard has this collection 1 It5
museum at the Metropolitan Police Detective Training School.

Top shelf, from left to right: M idget speaker, two unidentified
objects» transmitter and throat microphone.

Middle shelf. Single-piece earphone Consort pocket micro
phone, box with card dexes, earphones

Bottom shelf: Shoes with metal plates inserted in soles connected
to wires which can be concealed beneath the trouser legs.

S o m e  s itte rs  a s se r t  th a t  th e  re su lts , in c lu d in g  “v o ic e  c o m m u n ic a tio n s ” f ro m  e n titie s  l iv in g  
o n  V e n u s , a re  g e n u in e .

T h e  B e a tle s  h a v e  a tte n d e d  o n e  o r  m o re  o f  th e s e  s ittin g s . B u t  th e y  h a v e  m a d e  n o  p u b lic  
c o m m e n t a s  to  w h e th e r  th e y  a c c e p t  th a t  th e ir  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  c a m e  f ro m  th e ir  “ d e a d ” 
m a n a g e r , B r ia n  E p s te in .

C la irv o y a n t T o m  C o rb e tt, w h o  h a s  b e e n  p re s e n t  a t  s ittin g s , w a s  a m a z e d  w h e n  I  to ld  h im  
la s t  w e e k  th a t  “ S ilv e r” is  “R o y .” H e  said :

“ I  d id n ’t  k n o w  th a t. I  h a v e  b e e n  a  d o z e n  tim es . I  h a v e  ta k e n  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  g o t 
e x c e lle n t  e v id e n c e . T h e re  w e re  e v e n  tw o  o r  th re e  v o ic e s  a t th e  sa m e  tim e . I  w o u ld  d e sc r ib e  
th e s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  as s u p e r .”

26 Psychic News M a y  24 , 196 9  (F ro n t  p a g e ).
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R u m o u rs  th a t  R o y  h a d  re s u m e d  h is  s ittin g s , d e sp ite  a  p le d g e  n o t  to  d o  so , c a m e  
o c c a s io n a lly  to  Psychic News d u r in g  th e  p a s t  f e w  y ea rs .

E x p o s e d  a s  a  f r a u d

In  “ T w o  W o r ld s ” fo r  A u g u s t  13, 1955 , I  n a m e d  R o y  a s  o n e  o f  fo u r  m e d iu m s  w h o  h a d  
b e e n  e x p o s e d  in  f ra u d , b u t  w e re  still g iv in g  s ittin g s . A  w r it  fo r  a lle g e d  lib e l w a s  se rv e d  b y  
R o y ’s so lic ito rs .

M y  d e fe n c e  w a s  ju s t if ic a t io n . I  e n g a g e d  c o u n se l a n d  d id  e v e ry th in g  in  m y  p o w e r  to  g e t  
th e  c a se  in to  co u rt. N a tu ra l ly  w h ile  th e  c a se  w a s  sub judice I  c o u ld  n o t  c o m m e n t o n  i t  o r  o n  
R o y ’s c o n tin u in g  a c tiv itie s . A n d  i t  w a s  sub judice fo r  tw o , a n d  a  h a l f  y ea rs!

I  h a d  w itn e s s e s  re a d y  to  g iv e  e v id e n c e  o f  h is  s e a n c e  c h e a tin g . I  w a s  g o in g  to  p ro d u c e  in  
c o u r t  so m e  o f  th e  a p p lia n c e s  ( re p ro d u c e d  o n  th is  p a g e )  w h ic h  R o y  a n d  a  c o n fe d e ra te  u s e d  
fo r  fa k in g  th e  sean ces .

T h e s e  a p p lia n c e s , s in c e  d e p o s ite d  w ith  S c o tla n d  Y a rd , w e re  s u p p lie d  b y  th e  a c c o m p lic e . 
H e  a lso  p ro d u c e d  a  b o x  w ith  c a rd  in d e x e s  k e p t  b y  R o y , w ith  in fo rm a tio n , a b o u t p e o p le  w h o  
w e re  re g u la r  s itte rs , a n d  th o se  h e  h o p e d  w o u ld  co m e .

This was early in 1952. Roy was then told by a group of leading Spiritualists that 
they were going to publish all these facts. He pleaded it was unnecessary to do so. He 
undertook to leave Britain, go to South Africa and not give any more sittings.

R o y  w e n t  to  S o u th  A fr ic a , b u t  d id  n o t  s tay  v e ry  lo n g . O n  h is  re tu rn  to  E n g la n d , h e  
re s u m e d  p ra c tis in g  as a  v o ic e  m e d iu m .

B e c a u s e  h e  h a d  b ro k e n  h is  p le d g e , I  d e c id e d  i t  w a s  m y  d u ty  to  w r ite  th e  a r tic le  n a m in g  
h im  in  “ T w o  W o r ld s ” in  1955 , w a rn in g  n e w c o m e rs , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  b e re a v e d  o n es , w h o  
m ig h t n o t  k n o w  a b o u t h is  f ra u d u le n t  ac tiv ity .

I t  w a s  n o t  u n til  F e b ru a ry , 1958 , th a t  I  c o u ld  p u b lis h  th e  w h o le  s to ry  o f  R o y ’s tr ic k e ry . I 
h a d  to  w a i t  u n til  h e  a b a n d o n e d  h is  la w s u it  in  th e  o n ly  w a y  p o ss ib le , b y  u n d e r ta k in g  to  p ay  
m y  ta x e d  c o s ts  a m o u n tin g  to  £ 1 ,1 3 0  b y  2 4  e q u a l m o n th ly  in s ta lm e n ts . H e  n e v e r  p a id  a 
fa r th in g .

One document in his action for alleged libel was his signed, sworn affidavit before 
a commissioner for oaths that he had never practised fraud. This perjury did not 
bother him.

O n  F e b ru a ry  2 3 , 1958 , th e  “ S u n d a y  P ic to r ia l” (n o w  th e  “ S u n d a y  M ir ro r” ) p r in te d  h is  
s ta te m e n t, “ O f  c o u rse  I  am  a  p h o n e y .” T h is  w a s  a f te r  h e  d e n ie d  to  o th e r  n e w s p a p e rs  th a t  h e  
h a d  fa k e d  sean ces .
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£ 5 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  s e a n c e s

T h e  n e x t  m o n th  h e  a g re e d  to  “ te ll a ll” in  th e  “P ic to r ia l ,” i f  h e  w e re  p a id . T h is , “ th e  c o n ­
fe s s io n  o f  W illia m  R o y ,” w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  f iv e  in s ta lm e n ts . In  th e m  h e  a d m itte d  h e  w a s  a 
sc o u n d re l a n d  sw in d le r , a n d  b o a s te d  h e  h a d  m a d e  £ 5 0 ,0 0 0  b y  h is  “ in g e n io u s ly  f ie n d ish ” 
m e th o d s  o f  fa k in g  sean ces .

He wrote, “My victims were the dazed and grief-stricken people who believed that 
I could put them in touch with the spirits of their loved ones from the world beyond 
the grave.”

R o y  c o n fe s s e d  h o w  h e  p re p a re d  fo r  c h e a tin g  b y  “ s tu d y in g  m y  c a rd - in d e x  sy s te m  a n d  th e  
m in u te ly  d o c u m e n te d  b o o k s  I  k e p t  o n  m y  s it te r s .”

H e  b o a s te d  th a t  “ I  w a s  m a k in g  as m u c h  a s  £ 2 0 0  a  w e e k ” a n d  a lso  re c e iv e d  “ e x p e n s iv e  
p re s e n ts ” th a t  in c lu d e d  a  n e w  car. A ll th is  c a m e  “ o u t o f  th e  p o c k e ts  a n d  p u rse s  o f  th e  
g u l lib le .”

R o y  d e s c r ib e d  in  d e ta il h o w , w ith  h is  c o n fe d e ra te ’s a id , h e  fa k e d  tw o  v o ic e s  sp e a k in g  
s im u lta n e o u s ly . H e  to ld  h o w , a p a r t  f ro m  h is  c a rd  in d e x e s , h e  o b ta in e d  in fo rm a tio n  b y  “ p r i­
v a te  s n o o p in g .” T h is  in c lu d e d  e x a m in in g  v o te r s ’ lis ts , v is i t in g  S o m e rse t H o u s e  fo r  d e a th  
a n d  b ir th  c e r t if ic a te s  a n d  g le a n in g  a  w e a l th  o f  fa c ts  f ro m  w ills .

R o y  d isc lo se d , in  d e ta ilin g  th e  m ic ro p h o n e s , e a rp h o n e s  a n d  o th e r  a p p a ra tu s  h e  u s e d  fo r  
tr ic k e ry , th a t  so m e  o f  h is  e le c tr ic a l k n o w le d g e  w a s  p ic k e d  u p  “ w h e n  I  w o rk e d  a t S lo u g h  
(B u c k s .)  te le p h o n e  e x c h a n g e .” H e  a lso  u s e d  to  b e  a  “ te le p h o n e  w ire  m a n ” a n d  o n c e  h a d  an  
e le c tr ic a l a n d  w ire le s s  shop .

Roy’s series ended with these words: “Even after this confession, I know I could fill 
seance rooms again with people who find it a comfort to believe I am genuine.”

B y  th e  t im e  h is  se rie s  a p p e a re d  R o y  h a d  le f t  th e  c o u n try . T h is  is  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  “B ill 
S ilv e r” .

W ill h e  b e  p ro se c u te d  u n d e r  th e  F ra u d u le n t  M e d iu m s  A c t?  G u ilty  p e rs o n s  c a n  b e  ja i le d  
fo r  tw o  y e a rs  a n d  a lso  b e  f in e d  £ 5 0 0 .

W ill h e  b e  c h a rg e d  w ith  p e r ju ry , fo r  w h ic h  th e  m a x im u m  p e n a lty  is  s e v e n  y e a r s ’ im p r i­
so n m e n t, a  f in e , o r  b o th ?  U n d e r  o a th  h e  m a d e  a  f a ls e  d e c la ra t io n  th a t  h e  h a d  n e v e r  a c te d  
o th e r  th a n  as a  g e n u in e  m ed iu m . A n d  w h a t  w ill  S c o tla n d  Y a rd  do?
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But this was not the end of the story, as Psychic News reported the following
week:

‘ I  L I E D  A B O U T  F A K E  S E A N C E S ’ 

W I L L I A M  R O Y  T E L L S  N E W S P A P E R
P s y c h ic  N e w s :— 27

W ILLIAM  ROY, self-confessed fraudulent medium, made another “confession” this 
week to a Sunday newspaper. He told “News of the World” that the five-part series, 
published by the “Sunday Pictorial” (now “Sunday M irror”) in 1958, was “a pack of 
lies.”

The newspaper interviewed him after Psychic News revealed last week that Roy
was back in Britain and giving 
seances again under another 
name: Bill Silver.

Now 57, with grey hair, Silver 
lives at The Village, Charlton, 
London, S.E. He claimed to have 
made £50,000 from fake seances.

S ilv e r  to ld  “N e w s  o f  th e  W o r ld ” 
re p o r te r  D a v id  R o x a n : “ I  w a n t  to  
fo rg e t  th e  p ast. M y  p u b lic  
c o n fe s s io n  o f  c h e a tin g  th e  p u b lic  b y  
fa k in g  se a n c e s  w a s  a  p a c k  o f  lies . I 
s a id  i t  fo r  th e  m o n e y .”

T h e  n e w s p a p e r  c o m m e n te d :

“ T h e  a c tiv it ie s  o f  B ill S ilv e r  a re  
b e in g  w a tc h e d  c lo se ly  b y  th e  
S p ir itu a lis t  n e w s p a p e r  Psychic 
News. A  s p o k e sm a n  sa id : ‘I t ’s 
p o s s ib le  th a t  S ilv e r ’s p re s e n t  
p s y c h ic  a c tiv it ie s  a re  g e n u in e  b u t  
th e  p u b lic  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  k n o w  th a t  
h e  is  th e  m a n  w h o  d u p e d  h u n d re d s  
o f  p e o p le  a t fa k e d  sean ces .

27 Psychic News M a y  31 , 196 9  (F ro n t p a g e )  P h o to g ra p h :— W ill ia m  R o y  p o in ts  to  th e  w ire  c o n c e a le d  in  h is  
t ro u s e r  leg , w h ic h  r a n  to  a n  a m p lif ie r  in  th e  t ru m p e t  in  o rd e r  to  p ro d u c e  “ s p ir i t  v o ic e s ”
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“ W e  d o n ’t  b e lie v e  h is  c o n fe s s io n  in  1958  w a s  a  p a c k  o f  lie s . H e  w ro te  i t  o n ly  a f te r  h is  
a c c o m p lic e  h a d  c o m e  to  u s  a n d  re v e a le d  h o w  th e  s e a n c e s  w e re  b e in g  fak e d . H e  a lso  
b ro u g h t  th e  p ro p s  to  u s ’ .”

T h o se  p ro p s  a re  n o w  in  th e  m u se u m  o f  S c o tla n d  Y a r d ’s D e te c tiv e  T ra in in g  S ch o o l.

S ilv e r  to ld  th e  n e w sp a p e r:  “ I ’m  n o w  e n g a g e d  in  s e ss io n s  w ith  o th e r  m e d iu m s  b e c a u s e  
I ’m  d e e p ly  in te re s te d  in  p sy c h ic a l re se a rc h . T h e y  all k n o w  I  w a s  W illia m  R o y , b u t  th a t  
d o e s n ’t  a ffe c t  th e ir  a tt itu d e  to w a rd s  m e. T h e y  a c c e p t  m e .”

W h e n  Psychic News in fo rm e d  T o m  C o rb e tt , th e  c la irv o y a n t, w h o  is  a  r e g u la r  s it te r  a t 
S ilv e r ’s c irc le , th a t  th e  m e d iu m  w a s  re a lly  W illia m  R o y  h e  w a s  a m a z e d . H e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  
to ld .

S ilv e r  a lso  to ld  R o x a n : “ I ’m  n o t m a k in g  an y  m o n e y  o u t  o f  th e s e  s ittin g s . T h is  is  ju s t  r e ­
se a rc h  fo r  r e s e a rc h ’s s a k e .”

L a s t  w e e k  P N  re v e a le d  th a t  S ilv e r  h a s  b e e n  re c e iv in g  “ a t le a s t  £ 5 0  a  w e e k  fo r  h is  s it­
t in g s .” H is  c h ie f  sp o n s o r  is  a  v e ry  w e a lth y  m an .

H e  b r e a k s  p r o m i s e

S ilv e r  p ro m is e d  R o x a n  th a t  h e  w o u ld  c o n ta c t h im  th e  d a y  a f te r  th e  in te rv ie w  a n d  te ll h im  
th e  n a m e s  o f  o th e r  m e d iu m s  w h o  w e re  in v o lv e d  in  th e  se an c e s . H e  d id  n o t  d o  so.

In  h is  n e w  c o n fe s s io n  to  a  S u n d a y  n e w sp a p e r , S ilv e r  sa id  h e  w ro te  th e  a r tic le s  a b o u t 
f ra u d u le n t  m e d iu m s h ip  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  d e s p e ra te  fo r  m o n ey .

“ A t le a s t  9 0  p e r  c e n t o f  w h a t  I  w ro te  w a s  lie s . I  k n e w  th e  p r ic e  I  w a s  p a y in g  w a s  th e  
d e s tru c tio n  o f  m y  p ro fe s s io n a l c h a ra c te r . S o  w h e n  th e  a r tic le s  a p p e a re d  I  m a d e  su re  I  w a s  
o u t o f  th e  c o u n try .

“ In  th e  n e x t  f e w  y e a rs  I  h a d  m a n y  jo b s  in  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s . I  ra n  a  b a r  in  T a n g ie rs  an d  
d ro v e  a  lo rry  in  M o ro c c o  fo r  in s ta n c e . T h e n  I  d e c id e d  to  c o m e  b ack .

“I’m prepared to swear that in the past 11 years I haven’t earned a penny from my 
psychic activities. I meet with other well-known mediums at various houses in 
London. We invite many famous people, including Royalty, to attend. Three Beatles, 
George Harrison, John Lennon and Ringo have been. I think they were interested in 
getting in touch with Brian Epstein, their late manager. They were moderately 
successful.”
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‘ I n  t o u c h  w i t h  V e n u s ’

S ilv e r ’s “ c o n fe s s io n ” c o n tin u e d : “ T h o u g h  I  w a n t  to  fo rg e t  th e  n a m e  o f  W illia m  R o y , 
so m e  p e o p le  a re  d e te rm in e d  I  s h o u ld n ’t. In  p a r tic u la r , th e  w ife  o f  a  w e a lth y  a n d  fa m o u s  
m a n  w h o  is  s tir r in g  u p  m u d  a g a in s t  m e. S h e  is  a c tin g  v ic io u s ly  b e c a u s e  sh e  b e lie v e s  I  h a v e  
in fo rm a tio n  w h ic h  I  w o n ’t  re v e a l th a t  w o u ld  h e lp  in  h e r  p e n d in g  d iv o rc e  a c tio n .”

S ilv e r , d u r in g  h is  d a y s  as W illia m  R o y , d ro v e  a  Ja g u a r . H e  still d r iv e s  th e  sa m e  m a k e  o f  
car.

T h e  n a m e s  W illia m  R o y  a n d  B ill  S ilv e r  a re  b o th  a lia ses . H is  rea l n a m e  is  W illia m  
G e o rg e  H o lro y d  P lo w rig h t. In  a d d it io n  to  “ sp ir i t  v o ic e s ” a t  h is  p re s e n t  s e an c e s , h is  c irc le  
a lso  re c e iv e s  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  f ro m  V e n u s ian s !

In all the above articles Maurice Barbanell was editor, unless stated.
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