
B i e l f e l d ’ s t a l e n t s  w e r e  l a t e r  u s e d  b y  J a m e s  B u r n s .  B u r n s ’ w e e k ly  j o u r n a l ,  ���  
�����	��������������  1 w a s  w e l l  k n o w n  f o r  i ts  b e a u t i f u l  e la b o r a te  h e a d in g s ;  a n d  
d u r in g  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  p a p e r  ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 8 9 5 ) ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  d e s ig n s .1 2 I n  1 8 7 2 , th e  f i r s t  
i s s u e  o f  th e  �����	�������������  s a w  th e  s e c o n d  d e s ig n ,  p r in t e d  o n  f in e  to n e d  p a p e r  
b y  H e n ry  B ie lfe ld .

A WTtt-IBJ.V JO U R ttA l, DEVOTED TO TUE [lEr-TDRV, PTl RA’.-iVEX a , PmCjflHOi'nV. <JTP TgiU H IN C B OP

TOmHTRftJID V- v ������������� FOB TS.tK BW ESiftti' � �  T il.lt L iH irn ii n i x  ù n t i l i  .LMI

D e s ig n e d  b y  H e n ry  B ie lfe ld

P s y p io n e e r  h a s  p re v io u s ly  m a d e  m u c h  re fe re n c e  to  E m m a  H a rd in g e  B r i t te n ’s sp e e c h  “ T h e  
C re e d  o f  th e  S p irits , a n d  th e  In f lu e n c e  o f  S p ir itu a lism ” g iv e n  a t C le v e la n d  H a ll, L o n d o n , o n  
S u n d a y  30 th A p ril  1871 . A s  a  s u p p le m e n t to  h e r  sp e ec h , E m m a  H a rd in g e  B r it te n  re a d  h e r  
in sp ire d  T e n  S p iritu a l C o m m a n d m e n ts , g iv in g  th e  m a n u s c r ip t  a n d  c o p y r ig h t  to  Ja m e s  
B u rn s  w h ic h  h e  so o n  p u b lis h e d  in  h is  S eed  C o rn  se rie s , n u m b e r  5, u n d e r  th e  t i t le  “ T h e  
C re e d  o f  th e  S p ir its .” 3 F o r  th e  fu ll C le v e la n d  H a ll, sp e e c h  a n d  “ T h e  “ T e n  C o m m a n d m e n ts ” 
see  P s y p io n e e r  Ju n e  2 0 0 9 .4

1 See—������������������ ���������������� �����������!� ���������	������������� � Psypioneer Volume 6, No.1 
pages 3-10:—http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP6.1January2010..pdf

2  ������������������"�����������	�����#�������$���������%&'()%*%( � by Logie Barrow: Routledge &Kegan 
Paul, 1986. Page 59 gives the other two designs of �����	� ������������ � the third image (top in the book) 
started circa 1874 Barrow has nicely adapted this for his book cover using the main two characters.

3 �����	�������������  announced on May 12th 1871 that:—“ ���� +���� ,�		���	����-  communicated by 
the spirits through Mrs. Hardinge will be ready for delivery in a few days.” This was part of the hand out 
series under the title “The Creed of the Spirits.”

4 See Psypioneer Volume 5, No.6 pages 170-184— ����,������ ��������������� �������� ���������� �  
�����������	 :—http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP5.6June09.pdf
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T H E  T E N  S P I R I T U A L  C O M M A N D M E N T S

S p ir itu a lis ts  w ill b e  p le a s e d  to  k n o w  th a t  a n  e m in e n t a r t is t  (H . B ie lfe ld , 
E s q .)  is  e n g a g e d  o n  a  b e a u tifu l w o r k  to  i l lu s tra te  th e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n ts  
g iv e n  b y  th e  sp ir its  th ro u g h  M rs . H a rd in g e . I t  is  to  b e  re p ro d u c e d  b y  
lith o g ra p h y , a n d  w h e n  c a re fu lly  c o lo u re d , w ill  h a v e  all th e  e ffe c t  o f  th e  
o r ig in a l. O n  a  sc ro ll in  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  p ic tu re  w ill b e  in sc r ib e d  th e  T e n  
C o m m a n d m e n ts , T e n  R u le s  o f  R ig h t, a n d  th e  C re e d  o f  th e  S p irits . I t  w ill  b e  
e x h ib ite d  a t th e  fo r th c o m in g  conversazione.

In  A u g u s t  1871 Ja m e s  B u rn s  a n n o u n c e d  i t  w a s  rea d y : 5 6

Just Published, price 2s. 6d.
A  B E A U T I F U L  A R T I S T I C  D E S I G N ,

B Y  H .  B I E L F E L D ,  E S Q . ,

ON WHICH ARE PRINTED

T H E  T E N  S P I R I T U A L  C O M M A N D M E N T S ,  

T H E  T E N  R U L E S  O F  R I G H T ,

AND

T H E  C R E E D  O F  T H E  S P I R I T S ,

AS GIVEN BY THE SPIRITS THROUGH 

E M M A  H A R D I N G E

5 T h e  Medium and Daybreak Ju ly  2 1 , 1871 p  233

6 T h e  Medium and Daybreak A u g u s t  21 , 1871 p  2 5 4
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M r. B IE L F E L D  h as , in  a  v e ry  b e a u tifu l  m a n n e r , e m b o d ie d  in to  h is  d e s ig n  th e  
m o s t  a p p ro p r ia te  sy m b o ls  o f  S p ir it-c o m m u n ic a tio n . A t th e  to p  o f  th e  p ic tu re , 
a m id s t  th e  ra d ia n t  e ffu lg e n c e  o f  sp ir i t- lig h t, s ta n d s  a  p o w e rfu l w in g e d  sp ir i t  o f  
th e  h ig h e s t  o rd e r , h is  fa c e  b e a m in g  w ith  in te ll ig e n c e  a n d  g o o d n e ss , s e e m in g ly  
d ire c tin g  tw o  sp ir its  o f  a  lo w e r  g ra d e , w h o  h o ld  a  la rg e  sc ro ll, o n  w h ic h  a re  
in sc r ib e d  th e  th re e  a r tic le s  n a m e d  ab o v e . A t th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  p ic tu re  is  an  e a rly  
la n d s c a p e  o f  m o u n ta in , lak e , a n d  p la in . T h e  c h u rc h , th e  sy m b o l o f  th e  re lig io u s  
s e n tim e n t a n d  b u ild in g s  in d ic a tiv e  o f  H o m e  a n d  In d u s try , a re  v is ib le . O n  th e  
r ig h t  h a n d  c o rn e r  is  a  m o th e r  d ire c tin g  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  h e r  l it tle  b o y  to  th e  sc ro ll 
a b o v e , a n d  o n  th e  le f t  s id e  is  a  f a th e r  w ith  h is  d a u g h te r  in  th e  sa m e  a ttitu d e . A ll 
ro u n d  th e  m a rg in , o rn a m e n ta l w o rk  is  in tro d u c e d  in  th e  v ig n e tte  sty le . O n  th e  
to p  o f  th e  sc ro ll, j u s t  u n d e r  th e  sp ir its  is  a  b e a u tifu l  a n d  tru th fu l m in ia tu re  
p o r tra it  o f  M rs . E m m a  H a rd in g e , w ith  ra y s  o f  l ig h t  s tre a m in g  d o w n  u p o n  h e r  
h ead .

T h is  e x q u is i te  w o rk  h a s  b e e n  re p ro d u c e d  b y  lith o g ra p h y  in  se v e ra l t in ts , an d  
is  w o r th y  o f  a  p la c e  o n  th e  w a lls  o f  e v e ry  S p ir itu a lis t, b e  h e  p e e r  o r  p e a sa n t.
T h e  p r ic e  is  su c h  as  to  p la c e  i t  w ith in  th e  re a c h  o f  all. I t  m a y  a lso  b e  h a d  in  an  
e le g a n t  m o u n t o r  f ra m e d  in  v a r io u s  s ty le s ; a lso  c a re fu lly  c o lo u re d  b y  h a n d  in  
im ita t io n  o f  th e  o r ig in a l p a in tin g .

I  k n o w  th a t  th is  w e n t  in to  th re e  e d itio n s , m a y b e  m o re , b u t  c a n n o t f in d  a  c o p y  o f  it; an d  
M a rc  D e m a re s t  o n  h is  w e b s ite  “ C h a s in g  D o w n  E m m a ” 7 is  o f fe r in g — “A hundred dollar 
bounty for a copy of this lost gem... ” ! 8

B u rn s  w a s  tru e  to  h is  w o rd  w h e n  h e  s ta te d — “ It w ill  b e  e x h ib ite d  a t th e  fo r th c o m in g  
conversazione.”

M r. a n d  M rs . W illia m  B r itte n  sa ile d  fo r  E n g la n d  in  th e  C u n a rd  s te a m sh ip  “ A b y s s in ia ,” o n  
3 rd  o f  N o v e m b e r  1870  a r r iv in g  a t  th e i r  d e s tin a tio n  (L o n d o n )  o n  th e  15th N o v e m b e r. Ju s t  
p r io r  to  E m m a  a n d  h e r  m o th e r ’s r e tu rn 9 to  A m e ric a , a  la rg e  fa re w e ll  conversazione w a s  
h e ld  fo r  h e r  a t St. G e o rg e ’s H a ll, Ju ly  2 8 th 1 8 7 1 .10 7 8 9 10

7 http://www.ehbritten.org/

8 http://ehbritten.blogspot.com/2009_10_01_archive.html

9 Dr. Britten had already returned some time earlier.

10 This is recorded in the Medium and Daybreak August 4th 1871, which runs into five pages. Emma was 
given money “A purse, containing one hundred and thirty guineas, was then presented to Mrs. Hardinge by 
Mr. N.F. Daw” The attendance list contains many well known mediums and speakers including a Cabinet 
Minister and Members of Parliament, also Emma’s mother and sister were present. The published quote is 
taken from the front page.

174

http://www.ehbritten.org/


B 5� � � � � � 1 � � � � � $ ' � � $ � $ � � .� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � $ ' � � � � � 1 � � � '$ �+ .� * � ) � � � � � � � � � ' � � � � � � �

� � � � � ' � � � $ ��� 1 � � � � � � / � $ ' �A �) �� 6 � � � � � / � � � � � A ��� � � � � ) � ��� # � � $ � � � ) �� � � $ ' �� � � * � ) � � � � �

� � * � � 31 � � � � � � � � � ) � / � � �$ � � � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � B � � � � � 1 �� � � � � � � C $ + + � � � + � � �) .D� � � � A ���

& �� � ' � � � 0� $ � � � � � � $ �� � � .� � � � � ) �+ � � ) � � - � � � � � � � � � � � * � � � � � � � � � � � $ � � � + � � � � � � � � � A ���

8 $ � ) $ � �D

& �� � ' � � � � � �+ ) � � ' �* � ) � � � 1 $ � � � � � � � � � � �) ��� & � �$ * � �) � � � , � � � ' �$ + � ���������������� � 2 �  F % 3�   � 4 �

9 � � � + � � � � ��.� �  �E� ' �$ + � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � BA ��� C $ �� + � � � $ � � � 1 �� � � � ; $ �+ )D� 1�� � "E �� � � � �

� � � � ) � ()� � � + � � �) � + �) )1 � � � � � � � 5 � � * $ � � � � � � � � � � � � � ) � � � / � �$ � ' � � � � � � � � $ � � � � � � 1 � � � � � � � �) � � � � $ � � $ � � � � �

� ) )$ � � � � � � �* $ � , ) � � � � � �& � � � ' � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � ��N

A ��� & � � � ' � � � � � P) ��Q.� * � $ � * � ) � 1 � � ) � � � . � � � $ � / � � � * � � � � � �+ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 1 � � � � � � �

1 � � � � � � � � � � $ �� � $ ' �< � � � � . � � � , � � � ' �$ + � � � 1 � $ �$ / � � 1 � . � * � � � � � ) � � + � � � �$ � / � � � � + � � � �

1 � � � ) � � � � �$ � A �) ) � C $ $ , .� * � $ � � � � � , � � � � �+ � ) � � � � � � � � �+ � ) � � � � � ) � 1 � � � � � � � * � ) �

� � � � / � $ � � � � � � � � � � � . � � � � � < � � � � � � ) , � � � � ' � ) � � � + � / � � � �$ $ , � � � � ��.� � � � � � � � $ � � � � �$ $ , � � � �

� 1 � * � � � � � $ � � � � � � � ) . � � � � � � ' � � � � / � R � � / � $ � � � � � ' $ � � � � + $ + � � � . � � ? � � � �+ � � . � B � � � . �

� � � ) � �) � + � S D� � � � .� 1 � � ) ) � � / � � � � �$ � � � � � � � � � ) � . � ) � � � ) � � � . � B 5� � + � )$ � + � � � � $ � � � / � � � �$ �

� $ � N� 5� �+ � )$ � + � � � � $ � � � / � � � �$ � � $ � .� A � �� & � � � ' � � � � . � 5� � + � )$ � + � � � � $ � � � / � � � �$ �

� $ � ND� 2 	 � � � � ) � � � � � � � � ) � + � � � ? 1 � � ) ) �$ � ) � � ) � � � � � � + � � � � � � � � / � � � � A �) ) � C $ $ , � �$ �

A � �� & � � � ' � � � � . � * � � � � � � � � 1 $ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ) �4

	 ) � 1 �$ � � � � � � � � � � � ) � + � � � � � � � � � $ � � � � � � � � � � � + � � � � $ ' � � � � � 1 �$ � � � � � � / � � 1 � � � � � � � �) �) .� � $ � � � � � �

� � $ ) � � * $ � , � � / � �$ * � � � ) � $ � / � � � ) � � � � 1 � � � � � � � �)+ � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 1 � � � � � � � � ) � ) (� G � � �$ � � � �

7 � �$ � �2 � G 7 4.� � � � �7 � � � � � � � � � � $ � � � � � �$ � ) I � � � , / � $ � � � ) � � & � � � ' � � � � * � ) � � � $ � � � � � � ? �+ 1 �� �

5� � � � � � 1 � � � �) � � � � �* $ �$ � � � � � � � � ) � � � �$ * .� � $ � � � � $ � � � � � / � � � ' ' � � � � � � � )1 � � �) � $ ' �� � ) � �$ � / � ��' �H

��� �����	� ������������� � � � � � � � � .� �  � � � 1 � � E E H! � � � � � ��) �.� * � � � � , � $ * � � ' $ � � � �) � ' � � � � ' � � � � � � � � � � � �$ � ) � $ ' �

1 $ � � � � � � � � � . � � � ) � - � ) � � ' � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � � ' � � � � � � � � � � � � ' � � � 1 $ � � � � � � � � � � $ �� � $ ' � A �) �� 6 � � � � � / � � � 5 � � � � ) � $ ' � � � � � � � � �

$ � ) � � � � � � � � � � � 1 � $ �$ / � � 1 � � � ' � � � ) � �$ � � � � � � � � � � � ' � � � � � � / � � � � � � � � �3 � � � � � � / � � ? 1 � � ) ) �$ � � $ ' � A � ) � � 6 � � � � � / � ()�

� $ � � � � � � � � � 0� � � � � * � � � � � � , � � � � � ) � + � � � � + � � , � � � � � $ � � � � � + � � � � � � � � � )1 � � � � �$ � A � �� � � � � ) ()� � � � � ' � � � � � � ? � � � � � � . �

1 � � � � � � / . � 5 � � * � � � �� � � � ? � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ��� � � $ � / � ()� 6 � � � � $ � � � � � � �  � � � � � ) � � � � . � � � � �* � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � � �) � � � ) � � � � � � �$ �

� � $ � � � � � � � � � � � ) � $ ' � � � � � ) � � � � � 3 �$ $ + � � � � � � � � 	 �$ / � � ) ) � � � � > �� � � � � � � # � � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � � � $ � � � � $ ' � > $ � � $ � � * � � � �

� � � $ / � �) � � � � �A � � �� � � � ) . � �� � � � � ��) �.� � � � � � / � � $ � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � ) � � � 1 � � � � � � � �) �

��"



� ! �@ � � 	 � � �

6�G8L�&5�>;�>9.�>#G9#G�
; � $ + "�����	������������� ���

9 � � � � A � � � & � � � ) . ! # � � � � � � � � $ � � � ' � � � � � � 6 � � � � � & � � � ' � � � � � � ) � - � ) � � / $ � � � $ � � � � �$ � � � � � / � � � � �

+ � -$ � � � � . � $ � � � � � � � � � � � � � ) � . � � � � � � " � � � � � ) � � . � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � 3 ' � � ) � � � � � � � � 6 � � * � ) � $ � � � $ ' �� � � � �

� $ * � ) � � � � � � � � � � � $ ' � 1 �$ � � � � ) � * � $ � � � � � � � $ � � � )$ � + � � � � �$ � + � , � � � � � � 1 � � � * � � � $ ' �

� 1 � � � � � � � � ) + � � $ + 1 � � � � � � � � � � ) + $ $ � � � � � � � � � ) � � ' $ � � � � � � � � ) � � � � ) ) $ � ) � � 5 � � � � $ ) � � � � � � � � � � � ) �

+ � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � + ) � � � � ) � $ ' � � � � � ' � � � � � � � � ) � � � � ) � 1 1 � � � � � ' $ � � � � ) � � � � � ) � � / � � �$ � . � � � � $ � / � �

� � � � + � � � � + ) � �1 � $ ' � � � � � � � � � � A � ) � � & � � � ' � � � . � � + $ � / � � � � + � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 8 $ � � � � � # * � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 9 � � � � � � $ � � 9 �? $ � �

6 � ) � ) , � � � � � ) � � � � � � � � ) � � * � ) � � � � � � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � $ ' � � � � � C � � ) � � � � � � $ � � � � )$ � * � � � � � � � � �

1 $ � � � � � � � $ ' � � � � � � � � � � � � � ) 1 � � � � . � B # � � ) ) .D� 1 � � ' �? � � � �$ � A � ) � � & � � � � � � ( )� � � � � � � � � �

� $ � � + � � $ � ) � * $ � , . � B A $ � � � � � � + � � � � � � � � 1 � � � � � � � � ) + .D� * � ) � ' �$ + � � � 1 � � � � � � / � � ? � � � � � � �

� � � � �+ � ' $ � � � � � � 1 � � 1 $ ) � � � 6 � � � � ) $ � � � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � B � � � � � 1 � � � � � � � � C $ + + � � � + � � � ) D�

* � � � � � ) $ + � � � � � � ) � � / $ � � � � � � � � � ? � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � � �$ � � � � � � � ' � $ � � � ) 1 � � � � � �$ � � � � �

A � 9 57 A � � G 9 � 9 � L & 8 � � < � * � ) � � � / � � � � � � ' �$ + � � � ) � � � ) � / � . � � � � � � � � 1 � � � � � � � � � ' � � � �

1 � � � � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � / � � � � � � $ + + � � �$ � � � � � * � � � � � � � � � * $ � � $ � � � ) . � � � � � * � � � � � � � �

/ � � � � $ � ) � � � 1 � � ) � � � � � � �$ � � � ) � $ � � � ' � � � � � � A � � � � �� � � � � � � � . � � � � � 1 �$ � � � � � + � � � � + �

6 � ) � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � 1 � � � � � � � � ) + � * � ) � � � � � � � � � � �$ � � � � � � �$ ) � � $ ' � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � ' � 0 � � � �

� $ � � � � � � � � �$ � � $ � � � � � / � � � � � * � � , � � � ) T � � � � ) � � � � � � ) � � $ � ) � . � � �+ � � � � � � � � . � � � � � � � � ' � * � * � � , ) �

$ ' �� � ) � � � � � � ) � �

6 � ) � � � � � � � , � � � � ) � � � ' � � * � ) � K � � � � � � � � � 1 � � � � ' � �0 � � � � � � � � � $ � ' � � � � $ ' � � � � � � . � � � ) � $ � � � �

� � ) � � � � * � ) � �$ � � � � � � � � � ) � � � ' � $ + � � � � � ) � ' ' � � � � / � � $ � � � � � � � � � �1 � � � / � � � � � � � � � � � � � � * � ) . � � $ �

� $ � � � . � � � � / � � � � � � � � �$ � � � ) � ) �+ 1 � � � � � � � � ) � � � � � � � + 1 � � � � � � � � ' � �

6 � � * � ) � � � * � � ) � � � � $ � ) � ) � � � � � � � � � / � � � � $ � ) � ' � � � � � � �$ � / � � � � � � � + � � � � + ) � � � � � � � � �

C � � ) � � � � � � � � � 1 � � ) � � � � � . � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � $ $ � � � � � � � �1 � � � � � �$ � � � � , � ) T � � � � ) . � � ) � � � � � � ) $ � � � � �

�$ � � � � � � ' � � / � ) � / � $ * � � � $ ' � � ? � � � � � / � � � � � � � � ' � � � � ) � � � � � � � $ � � � ) � * � � � � � $ ' � � � � � � � � � � ) � � � ) �

� � � � / � � � $ � � � � � 1 � � � � � � � � ) + . � � � � � � $ � � � )$ � + � � � � �$ � � � ) � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �$ � 1 � � 1 � � ? � � � K � � � � � ) � �

6 � � * � ) � � � � � � � � / �$ � ) � � $ � � � � � �$ � � � � 7 � � � � � � � � . � � � � � * � ) � * � $ � � � � ' � � � � ' �$ + � ) � � � � � � � � �

� � / $ � � � . � * � � � � � � � � � � ) 1 � ) � � � � � � � � � � $ � � � � �

� 1 � � � � � � � � ) + � � � ) � $ ' � � � � � � �$ ) � � + � � � � � � � � � � � � � ' � � � � � ) � � � � � ) � 1 1 $ � � � � ) . � � � � � � + $ � / �

� � � ) � . � � � � � � $ ) � � * � $ � , � � * � � �+ .� � ) � � � � � 1 � � ) � � � � * � � � � � � � � ) � � $ � � � ' $ � � � � � � � � ) � � ' $ � � � � � � � � ) . �

� � � * � � � � � � � �$ � / � � � � � , � � � � � � � � + � + � � � � � �

� �� ��

��� �����	� ������������ .� # � � $ � � � � � � . � �  % � � 1 � / � � F  E �

��F



M R .  H E N R Y  B I E L F I E L D .
F ro m —The Two Worlds 13

D E A R  S IR ,— S e v e ra l n o tic e s  h a v e  a p p e a re d  o f  la te  in  th e  n e w s p a p e rs  re la tiv e  to  m y  la te  
f r ie n d , M r. H e n ry  B ie lf ie ld , w r it te n  b y  th o s e  w h o  k n e w  a n d  e s te e m e d  h im  w h e n  in  th e  
c o u n try  as  w e ll as  in  to w n , e u lo g is in g  h is  m a n y  n o b le  q u a litie s , h is  s in c e r ity  as a 
S p ir itu a lis t, h is  sk ill as  an  a r t is t  a n d  m a n  o f  sc ie n c e , h is  u n s w e rv in g  in te g r ity  an d  
g e n e ro s i ty  as a  m an . M o s t  o f  th e s e  w r ite rs  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  k n o w n  h im  a  l it tle  m o re  p e rh a p s  
th a n  th e  la t te r  h a l f  o f  h is  lo n g  life , b u t  a s  m y  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  m y  la te  f r ie n d  d a te s  b a c k  to  
s ix ty -f iv e  y e a rs  s in ce , I  w ill a d d  a  f e w  fa c ts  w ith  w h ic h  I  b e lie v e  o th e r  w r ite rs  w e re  n o t 
a c q u a in te d , a n d  w h ic h  in  m y  o p in io n  te n d  to  sh o w  h o w  m u c h  th e  in d e p e n d e n t a n d  
in q u ir in g  sp ir it, so  fe a r le s s  a n d  so  s tro n g ly  m a rk e d  in  h is  ca se , w a s  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  
f r ie n d s  a n d  so c ia l in te rc o u rs e  o f  h is  e a rly  life .

M r. H e n ry  B ie lf ie ld  w a s  b o rn  a t H e a v itre e , a  su b u rb  o f  E x e te r , in  Ju n e , 1802 , h is  fa th e r  
M r. D ie d r ic k  B ie lf ie ld , a  n a tiv e  o f  S te ttin , in  G e rm a n y , h a v in g  c o m e  o v e r  in  e a rly  l ife  to  
e n te r  th e  h o u s e  e s ta b lis h e d  in  th a t  c ity  so m e  t im e  b e fo re  b y  M r. J o h n  B a r in g , th e  so n  o f  a 
L u th e ra n  m in is te r  a t B re m e n , in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  w o o lle n  m a n u fa c to ry , f ir s t  e s ta b lish e d  
in  th a t  c ity  b y  so m e  o f  th e  F le m in g s , d r iv e n  o u t o f  th e ir  o w n  c o u n try  b y  th e  c ru e l 
p e rs e c u tio n s  o f  A lv a , w h ils t  o th e rs  in tro d u c e d  la c e -m a k in g  a t H o n ito n , a n d  a n o th e r  p a rty  
e s ta b lis h e d  th e  w e a v in g  o f  a  th ic k  c lo th  c a lle d  sw a n sk in , o n  th e  b a n k s  o f  th e  S to u r  in  
D o rse tsh ire . T h e  g ro w th  o f  c o m m e rc e  w ith  th e  sp ir i t  o f  th o s e  w h o  h a d  f le d  f ro m  re lig io u s  
ty ra n n y  in  th e ir  o w n  c o u n try  w a s  fa v o u ra b le  to  th e  g ro w th  o f  c iv il a n d  re lig io u s  lib e r ty , 
w h ic h  h a d  a  s tro n g h o ld  in  th e  U n ita r ia n  c o n g re g a tio n  o f  w e a lth y  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t th in k e rs , 
a m o n g s t  w h o m  M r. H e n ry  B ie lf ie ld  w a s  re a re d  a n d  s p e n t h is  e a rly  life , so  th a t  w ith  h im  th e  
re l ig io n  o f  g ra t i tu d e  h a d  f ro m  th e  f ir s t  s u p e rse d e d  th e  s u p e rs tit io n  o f  fea r . H is  f a th e r  w a s  
s u c c e s s fu l in  h is  c o m m e rc ia l  tra n s a c tio n s , a n d  a t h is  d e a th  le f t  h is  so n  su ff ic ie n t  to  fee l 
h im s e lf  in d e p e n d e n t o f  h is  p ro fe s s io n  as an  a rtis t, a lth o u g h  h e  w a s  o f  th a t  a c tiv e  d isp o s itio n  
th a t  h e  n e v e r  c o u ld  b e  id le , a n d  w a s  a lw a y s  to  h e  fo u n d  h a v in g  so m e  s u b je c t in  h a n d , i f  n o t 
fo r  h im s e lf  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  so m e  f r ie n d  o r  c a u se  h e  w is h e d  to  se rv e .

O th e r  f r ie n d s  h a v e  sp o k e n  o f  h im  as a  p a in te r , b u t  h a v in g  b e e n  b l in d  n e a r ly  fo r ty -se v e n  
y e a rs , I  h a v e  b u t  l it tle  to  say  o n  th a t  h e a d , e x c e p t  th a t  w h e n  I w is h e d  a n y  o f  h is  w o rk  to  
h e lp  o n  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  b lin d , o r  a  su b s c r ip tio n  to  an y  so c ie ty , I  w a s  su re  o f  h is  a id . O th e rs  
h a v e  sp o k e n  o f  h is  S p ir itu a lism . I, h o w e v e r , n o t  a  b e lie v e r  in  S p ir itu a lis t, c a n  sp e a k  w ith  
c o n fid e n c e  o f  h is  s in c e r ity  in  th o se  v ie w s , o f te n  a t th e  c o s t  o f  m y s e l f  b e in g  s ty le d  “ a  h a rd -  
sh e lle d  m a te r ia lis t” ; b u t  n o n e  w ill  fee l o r  r e g re t  h is  d e a th  m o re  s in c e re ly  th a n  th o s e  m a n y  
b lin d  w h o  a re  in d e b te d  to  h is  c o n s ta n t  e x e r tio n s  fo r  th o se  p e n s io n s  in  th e  h o m e , th e  re s u lt  
o f  h is  g e n e ro u s  a s s is ta n c e , w h ic h  c o n tr ib u te d , in  th e  w o rd s  o f  a  la te  b l in d  p o e t, “ T o  s m o o th  
th e  ro ad , a n d  m a k e  e n d u ra b le  th e i r  d a rk  a b o d e .”— I re m a in , y o u rs  tru ly , —

J O H N  B IR D .
3 6 , O sn a b u rg h  S tree t, N .W

13 The Two Worlds N o v e m b e r  18, 1892  a g a in  h is  n a m e  h a s  b e e n  m is sp e lle d .
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On Sunday 13th July, a Spiritualist memorial service was held at the Albert Hall with a 
reported attendance of 8,000— even though the seating capacity was only around 5,000, 
meaning standing room only for some 3,000. A  chair had been left vacant for ACD on the 
stage; and the presiding medium, Estelle Roberts, said she saw his spirit form enter the 
auditorium and not only sit in the chair but provide her with a private message for Lady 
Conan Doyle.

Lady Conan Doyle passed on in 1940 and was buried next to ACD. But in 1955, the family 
sold Windlesham and their bodies were exhumed and taken for burial in the churchyard of 
the 13th century Norman church at Minstead, in the New Forest, not far from ACD’s former 
country home, Bignell House. His headstone there bears the additional words “Knight, 
patriot, physician and man of letters” .

A  ‘man of letters’ indeed he was: not only a writer of fiction and a prolific writer on all 
manner and kinds of factual and spiritual matters but also he was a poet and song writer (he 
even finished an operetta -  ����� ������� � �� �	�� � � � � � � ������������ �  1893 -  for James 
Barrie who had suffered a nervous breakdown). One of ACD’s poems, �	��  � �� � � ���  
seems particularly poignant here:

T h e  P o e m s  o f  A r t h u r  C o n a n  D o y l e  

C o l l e c t e d  E d i t i o n  ( 1 9 2 2 )

@.��?* �6���

THE SOUL TO THE BODY:

SO SORRY, dear old friend, you have to die, 
We’ve been such goodly partners, you and I, 

Such comrades in our work, and mates at play, 
We’ve lived together many a happy day.

It’s only lately that you disappoint,
Sluggish in limb and clogged in every joint;
But that is not your fault, for grim old Time 
Has blocked your tiny arteries with lime,

And cut your sap and left its withering trace 
In every wrinkle of your dear old face.

No, faithful comrade, I have nought but praise;
If there were fault, ‘twas mine. You walked the ways 

On which I led you, be they low or high, 
Thanks for all services! And so good-bye!
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THE BODY TO THE SOUL:
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w ith  th e  C o lle g e , th a t  th e y  w e re  tu rn e d  d o w n  b e c a u s e  th e y  u s e d  th e  n a m e  o f  C h r is t  o r  
a s so c ia te d  C h r is t  w ith  th e ir  p o w e rs .”

“ O f  c o u rse , I  am  m y s e lf  U n ita r ia n , th o u g h  w ith  e v e ry  re v e re n c e  fo r  th e  g re a t  T e a c h e r , 
b u t  I  w o u ld  n a tu ra lly  r e s e n t  a n y  p e n a lis in g  o f  a  m e d iu m  fo r  h is  v ie w s  o r  fo r  h is  m e th o d  o f  
in te rp re tin g  h is  o w n  p o w e rs . B u t  k n o w in g  y o u r  g o o d  sen se , i t  is  in c o n c e iv a b le  to  m e  th a t  
su c h  a  th in g  c o u ld  o ccu r. I  am  su re  th e re  h a s  b e e n  so m e  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g .”

T h is  is  th e  le t te r  o f  a  rea l f r ie n d , a n d  I  h a d  n o  d iff ic u lty  in  re fu tin g  th e  s la n d e ro u s  
c h a rg e , tw o  o f  th e  m e d iu m s  in v o lv e d  se n d in g  m e  p e rso n a l le t te rs  fo r  S i r  A r th u r  as to  th e ir  
re s p e c t  fo r  th e  C o lle g e , a n d  th e  h e lp  th a t  h a d  b e e n  g iv e n  th e m ; as to  th e  o th e r  i t  w a s  n e w s  
to  m e  th a t  sh e  h a d  an y  p a r t ic u la r  re l ig io u s  v ie w s . H e  w a s  fu lly  sa tis f ie d , a n d  re p lie d  th a t  h e  
h a d  d e a lt  se v e re ly  w ith  th e  p e rs o n  w h o  h a d  m a d e  th e  a lle g a tio n s . A s  I  lo o k  o v e r  h is  m an y  
le t te rs  d u r in g  th e  y e a rs  I  see  m a n y  in s ta n c e s  o f  th e  sa m e  n o b le  lo y a lty , a n d  re a lis e  th a t  w h a t  
I  e x p e r ie n c e d  w a s  b e in g  sh a re d  o u t to  h u n d re d s  o f  o th e r  le a d e rs  to  a s s is t  th e m  in  th e ir  f ig h t. 
“ I t  is  te a m  w o rk  w ith  all o f  u s , a n d  e a c h  h a s  h is  p la c e ,” h e  re m a rk s  ag a in . S o m e  o f  h is  
c ritic s , f r ie n d ly  a n d  u n fr ie n d ly , th o u g h t h e  w a s  o v e r  lo y a l to  th e  C a u se , fo r  h e  d id  n o t 
b e lie v e  in  b r in g in g  b e fo re  th e  p u b lic  e v e ry  o c c a s io n  fo r  sc an d a l, b u t  th a t  h e  w a s  a w a re  o f  it  
a n d  d e e p ly  re g re tte d  it, w a s  o b v io u s . “ I  th in k  o u r  M o v e m e n t  n e e d s  a  S h e r lo c k  H o lm e s  
q u ite  as m u c h  as a  p ro p a g a n d is t  a t p re s e n t ,” w a s  h is  c o m m e n t in  d is c u s s in g  o n e  in c id e n t.

H is  lo y a lty  w a s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  an  o p e n -h a n d e d  g e n e ro s ity . H e  re a lise d , m o re  th a n  
m o st, th a t  so c ie tie s  n e e d e d  f in a n c ia l  h e lp , a n d  th e  C o lle g e  sh a re d  lib e ra l ly  w ith  o th e r  
c e n tre s  o u t o f  th e  fu n d s  a v a ila b le  f ro m  h is  le c tu re s . “ I  se n d  y o u  a  c h e q u e  fo r  50  g u in e a s  fo r  
th e  F u n d . I  w is h  i t  w e re  m o re , b u t  th e  n e e d  a n d  p o v e rty  is  g re a t  e v e ry w h e re . F o r  so m e  
y e a rs  p a s t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  p a id  o u t le s s  th a n  £ 2 ,0 0 0  fo r  th e  C a u se , h e re  o r  in  A m e ric a  o r  
a b ro a d . T h e  C o lle g e  w ill l iv e  in  h is to ry , a s  w ill  a  g o o d  d ea l w h ic h  is  h a p p e n in g  n o w .” 
W h a t m ig h t o u r  w o rk  n o t  b e  i f  m o re , o u t o f  th e ir  a b u n d a n c e , s a w  th e  n e e d  a n d  o ffe re d  su c h  
h e lp ?

T h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  h is  tw o  v is i ts  to  th e  U .S .A . w ith  L a d y  D o y le  a n d  h is  fa m ily  w a s  v e ry  
deep . I t  is  n o t  to o  m u c h  to  say  th a t  th e s e  g a v e  a  n e w  s ta n d in g  to  p s y c h ic  s tu d y  w h ic h  is  still 
fe lt. In  m y  o w n  v is it , I  m e t so  m a n y  w h o s e  in te re s t  a n d  e f fo r t  h a d  b e e n  n o ta b ly  q u ic k e n e d  
b y  a  w o rd  fro m , o r  e v e n  b y  a  lo o k  at, th e  g re a t  p io n e e rs , as i f  a  P e n te c o s ta l  b le s s in g  h a d  
a c c o m p a n ie d  th em .

A  m a ss  o f  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  f ro m  S ir A r th u r  to  o n e  w h o  c o lla b o ra te d  w ith  h im  in  
p re p a r in g  h is  tw o  v o l. “H is to ry  o f  S p ir i tu a lis m ” c a m e  a t  o n e  p e r io d  in to  m y  h a n d s , an d  
b e a rs  w itn e s s  a g a in  to  an  o u ts ta n d in g  g e n iu s  fo r  f r ie n d sh ip  a n d  lo y a lty  a n d  tru e  
c o m ra d e sh ip , a n d  is  a  w itn e s s  a lso  to  th e  a s s id u ity  a n d  la b o u rs  h e  d e v o te d  to  f in d in g  o u t th e  
fa c ts  d e a lin g  w ith  e a rly  S p ir itu a lism  in  U .S .A . a n d  in  B rita in . F o r  tw o  y e a rs  th e  h is to ry  w a s  
n e v e r  o u t o f  h is  m in d , in  a d d it io n  to  h is  m a n y  o th e r  la b o u rs , p u b lic  a n d  p r iv a te , fo r, as  h e  
sa y s  in  n o te s  e m b o d ie d  la te r  in  a  le t te r  to  The Times:—
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�������	������������������	��	������=B������	>
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#�	�	� ��	� ���	�� �	�	�	��	�� ����� ���	�	���� ������	� ����� L����4�� �������� ��� �	������
�������	�� ��� G	������ ����	��� ������ �	�	� ���	��	�� �������� ����� E	���	� !���	�� ����
-���	��	�.���0��	�� �����������	���������	�������	��	���������	�������������	������	�	�����
��	� !���	� .35� ���� ����� �� �	��	�� �	��� ��� '�'�� !��	� ����� @	����� !���	�� ���	�� (O���
�	��	��	��()*O�+O� �� ����3���	�����D?

34 The seizure of Mrs. Elgie Corner - Psypioneer Volume 2, No.8 page 164, see: — 
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP2.8August06..pdf

35 Description from a séance held on Thursday 27th February 1873 is recorded in Stainton Moses notebooks. 
See:— Stainton Moses and Contemporary Physical Mediums, LIGHT, Autumn 1963, page 138. Disruptions at 
the séance did not involve Volckman but a James Clarke (J.C.).

36 Taken from the:—Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research - Vol. 54, part 195, 1964 pages 58-59.
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1) Mr. Mrs. Nelson Holmes could not be called entirely credible Spiritualists. When 
they came to England (from Philadelphia) they were charged with dishonorable 
attempts to raise money.

2) Mrs. Holmes later (1874) claimed to materialise “Katie King.”

3) It appears that the charges against Mrs. Guppy’s were founded simply on the 
authority of the Holmes, but as we note they were dishonorable and also had a 
possible motive with regard to “Katie King” !

4) In the letter it said that when Mrs. Guppy called at the London residence of the 
Holmes in January 1873, and revealed her alleged plot to hire (amongst others) 
Volckman:—“to attend a seance at Miss Cook’s, and watching their opportunity, at 
a favourable moment, while the manifestations were in progress to throw vitrol (sic) 
in the face o f  the spirit’— “ .. .as I felt it my sacred duty, let the consequences be 
what they might, to notify Miss Cook and her friends. This we, Mrs. H. and myself, 
did at Mr. Luxmoore’s immediately following the interview with Mr. Guppy.”

But if this is actually true, how did Volckman obtain an invite to the Cook 
residence? Mr. Luxmoore 	��	�  certainly knew William Volckman; they were debating 
together at the Dalston Association just days prior to his seizure. Cook, the 
Corners� ��  and Mr G. R. Tapp all belonged to the Dalston Association as did many 
of the Cook’s friends.

How could such a warning be given to a Justice of the Peace, and to the family of a 
young girl and their friends; and then the named assailant to be admitted to the 
séance?

5) The plot as stated by Nelson Holmes was�! � whereby a certain Mr. Clark, Mr. 
Henderson, and one Volckman (sic) were to be hired to attend a seance at Miss 
Cook’s."  I have already noted a Holmes séance on Thursday 27th February 1873 
“J.C.” disputed the séance, see footnote 35. Who then were Mr. Clark (J.C.), and 
Mr. Henderson?

Clark was associated with the Guppy’s and their friends e.g., the famous physical 
medium Charles Williams. Clark was a developing physical medium but being held 
back by health problems, and within these circles at this time he was going under 
the name J.C.

38 Encyclopaedia o f Occultism and Parapsychology -  T h ird  e d it io n  e d ite d  b y  L e s lie  A . S h e p a rd , G a le  
R e s e a rc h  In c  1991 v o lu m e  1 p . 771 .

39 J o h n  C h a v e  L u x m o o re  w a s  a  w e a lth y  sp ir i tu a lis t, p r io r  to  m o v in g  to  L o n d o n  h e  w a s  a  c o u n try  m a g is tra te  a t  
A lp h in g to n , D e v o n . I t  w a s  a t  th is  t im e  h e  d is c o v e re d  m e s m e r ism , a n d  in  th e  m id  1 8 4 0 s  L u x m o o re  w a s  
r e c o rd e d  in  Zoist a s  h e a lin g  th ro u g h  m e sm e rism .

40 E d w a rd  E lg ie  C o rn e r  m a r r ie d  F lo re n c e  f o u r  m o n th s  la te r.
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H e n d e rs o n  (M r. A . L . H e n d e rso n , o f  49 , K in g  W illia m  S tree t, L o n d o n  B r id g e ) , w a s  
n o te d  a m o n g  S p ir itu a lis ts  fo r  h is  in te n se  sc e p tic ism , b u t  w a s  v e ry  f r ie n d ly . I t  is  
in te re s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  H e n d e rso n  a n d  M r. G u p p y  a tte n d e d  a  F lo re n c e  C o o k  sé an c e  
o n  W e d n e s d a y  4 th D e c e m b e r  1 8 7 2 .41 H e n d e rso n  w ith  th e  m e d iu m ’s p e rm is s io n  
in tro d u c e d  a  n e w  ty in g  m e th o d  to  se c u re  th e  m e d iu m ; h e  a lso  w a s  g iv e n  p e rm iss io n  
fo r  h im  a lo n e  to  e x a m in e  th e  ro o m  a n d  c a b in e t  fo r  as lo n g  as h e  p lea se d .

F lo re n c e  C o o k  h a d  a lso  a tte n d e d  A g n e s  G u p p y ’s sé a n c e s  42 w h e n  H e n d e rs o n  w a s  
p re s e n t

6 ) T h e re  a re  n o  in d ic a tio n s  in  an y  o f  th e  re p o r ts  th a t  V o lc k m a n  in te n d e d  to  h a rm  
F lo re n c e  C ook!

7 ) S o  d id  N e ls o n  H o lm e s  a d d  th e  n a m e s :— V o lc k m a n , C la rk  a n d  H e n d e rso n  la te r; th a t  
is, a f te r  th e  ev e n ts . O r  a re  th e re  e a r l ie r  re fe re n c e s  o f  M rs  G u p p y ’s a lle g e d  in te n tio n s  
p re -d a tin g  th e  1876  le t te r  to  D .D . H o m e ?

T h e re  is  n o  q u e s tio n  th a t  V o lc k m a n  h a d  p re v io u s ly  m e t A g n e s  G u p p y  b e fo re  h is  a c tio n s , 
o n  th e  13th N o v e m b e r  1873 . V o lc k m a n  w a s  o n e  o f  th e  sp e a k e rs  a t  a  d e b a te  a t a  S p ir i tu a lis t  
S o c ie ty  in  F in s b u ry .43 U n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  o f  “D a rk  S e a n c e s” w a s  a  re p o r t  o f  a  s é a n c e  w h e re  
th e  m e d iu m  w a s  M rs . G u p p y , o f  w h ic h  I q u o te  an  e d ite d  v e rs io n :—

DARK SEANCES
M r. M o n c u re  D . C o n w a y  th e n  ro se  a n d  re a d  a  r e p o r t  o f  a  seance a t w h ic h  h e  

a n d  o th e rs  h a d  b e e n  p re se n t. H e  sa id  th a t  a f te r  th e  la s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  so c ie ty , he  
to ld  M r. S h o r te r  th a t, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  all h is  p re v io u s  fa ilu re s  in  S p ir itu a lism , 
h e  w a s  w il l in g  to  try  a g a in , c o n s e q u e n tly  w a s  a sk e d  to  g o  to  a  d a rk  seance a t 
M r. G u p p y 's  h o u se . H e  (M r. C o n w a y )  e x p re s s e d  a  w is h  th a t  a s  i t  w a s  to  b e  in  
th e  d a rk , a n y th in g  th a t  sp ir i ts  m ig h t b e  su p p o se d  to  b r in g  in to  th e  ro o m  m ig h t b e  
to o  la rg e  to  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e a le d  in  th e  ro o m  p re v io u s ly . H e  re q u e s te d  a lso  to  b e  
a llo w e d  to  b r in g  a  f r ie n d  w ith  h im , a n d  th e  p e rm is s io n  b e in g  w a n te d , h e  to o k  
w ith  h im  M r. W . K . C lif fo rd , P ro fe s s o r  o f  A p p lie d  M a th e m a tic s  a t U n iv e rs i ty  
C o lleg e .

T h e  seance to o k  p la c e  o n  th e  6 th  o f  N o v e m b e r , 1873 . A m o n g  th o s e  p re s e n t  
w e re  M r. a n d  M rs . G u p p y , M is s  H o u g h to n , M r. C ra w fo rd , M rs . F ish e r , M r. 
T e b b , M r. V o lc k m a n , a n d  M r. T. S h o rte r . T h e  ro o m  w a s  c o m p le te ly  e x a m in e d  
b y  P ro fe s s o r  C liffo rd , M r. C ra w fo rd , a n d  h im se lf . T h e y  a lso  e x a m in e d  th e  tab le .

41 The Spiritualist D e c e m b e r  15th 1872  p a g e  40 .

42 The Spiritualist D e c e m b e r  1st 187 2  p a g e s  2 8 -2 9 .

43 S p ir itu a lis m  in  F in sb u ry —The Spiritualist N o v e m b e r  2 1 st 1873 p a g e s  4 0 8 -4 1 1 .
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M rs . G u p p y  sa t b e tw e e n  P ro fe s s o r  C lif fo rd  a n d  h im se lf . T h e y  w e re  s a tis f ie d  
th a t  h e r  h a n d s  a n d  fe e t  d id  n o t  m o v e  a ll th ro u g h  th e  ������1  T h e  d o o r  w a s  
lo c k e d  b y  M r. C ra w fo rd , a n d  th e  k e y  g iv e n  to  M r. C o n w a y . A ll p re s e n t  jo in e d  
h a n d s , a n d  th e  l ig h ts  w e re  p u t  ou t. T h e y  w e re  th e n  a sk e d  to  w is h  th a t  sp ir its  
w o u ld  b r in g  c e r ta in  th in g s  in to  th e  ro o m . M r. C o n w a y  w is h e d  fo r  a  b a n d -b o x , 
M rs . F is h e r  w is h e d  fo r  sa u sa g e s , a n d  M rs . G u p p y  fo r  a  ro a s t  p o ta to . (L a u g h te r)  
A f te r  a  t im e  th in g s  w e re  h e a rd  fa ll in g  o n  th e  tab le . W h e n  a  l ig h t  w a s  s tru ck , a 
h e rr in g , an  o n io n , a  c a rro t, a  n a il, a  s tr in g  o f  sa u sa g e s , a n d  o th e r  th in g s —  
(L a u g h te r)— w e re  fo u n d  u p o n  th e  ta b le . T h e  lig h ts  w e re  a g a in  p u t  o u t, a n d  M rs . 
F is h e r  c o m p la in e d  th a t  h e r  c h a ir  w a s  b e in g  d ra w n  f ro m  u n d e r  her. S o o n  
a f te rw a rd s  it  w a s  th ro w n  o n  th e  tab le . A f te rw a rd s  ra p s  to ld  th e m  to  g o  to  tea . 
A f te r  te a  th e  c o m p a n y  re -a s se m b le d , b u t  b e fo re  th a t  M is s  H o u g h to n  a n d  M rs . 
F is h e r  w e re  c o m p e lle d  to  r e tu rn  h o m e . T h e  re s t  o f  th e  c o m p a n y  sa t a ro u n d  th e  
ta b le  a s  b e fo re , h o ld in g  e a c h  o th e r ’s h a n d s , b u t  n o th in g  o c c u rre d . A f te r  re a d in g  
h is  rep o rt, M r. C o n w a y  a d d e d  th a t  b o th  M r. a n d  M rs . G u p p y  se e m e d  to  th in k  
v e ry  l it tle  o f  th e  �������  a n d  h e  (M r. C o n w a y )  th o u g h t  i t  to  b e  a b so lu te ly  
w o r th le s s . T h e re  w a s  n o th in g  o n  th e  ta b le  w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  th ro w n  
th e re  b y  an y  d e s ig n in g  p e rso n , a n d  a lth o u g h  h e  h a d  n o  re a so n  to  su p p o se  
a n y b o d y  p re s e n t  to  b e  d e s ig n in g , it  w a s  a b so lu te ly  w o r th le s s  fo r  an y  p u rp o se s  
c o n n e c te d  w ith  th a t  m e e tin g .

H is  b a n d -b o x  w a s  n o t  th ro w n  o n  th e  tab le . O n ly  th o se  th in g s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
a sk e d  fo r  b y  M rs . F is h e r  a n d  M rs . G u p p y  w e re  th ro w n  u p o n  th e  tab le . A t o th e r  
t im e s  h e  h a d  m e t m o s t  o f  th e  o th e r  p e rs o n s  sp o k e n  o f  as g o o d  m e d iu m s . H e  h a d  
m e t F o rs te r  w h o , i t  w a s  sa id , c o u ld  re v e a l w r it in g  e n c lo s e d  in  se a le d  e n v e lo p e s , 
b u t  w h o  c o u ld  n o t  re a d  an y  fo r  h im . O n c e  h e  w a s  c h a ffe d  in  c o m p a n y  b y  m a n y  
m e d iu m s , w h e re  a b o u t te n  o r  tw e n ty  o f  th e m  w e re  p re se n t. H e  to o k  o u t h is  
p u rse  a n d  sa id  to  th e m , “ I f  y o u  w ill  te ll  m e  h o w  m u c h  m o n e y  is  in  th a t  p u rse  I 
w ill  sp e n d  th e  r e s t  o f  m y  life  in  in v e s t ig a tin g  S p ir itu a lism .” A f te r  a  t im e  a  lad y  
sa id  sp ir its  im p re s s e d  h e r  to  in fo rm  h im  th a t  th e re  w e re  “ se v e n te e n ” p ie c e s  o f  
m o n e y  in  th e  p u rse . H e  to o k  th e m  o u t a n d  th e re  w e re  tw e n ty -n in e . D id  M r. 
N o y e s  k n o w  th a t  th e  la te  A rc h b is h o p  W h a te ly  w a s  a  S p ir itu a lis t?  W a s  h e  
c e r ta in  th a t  th e  m e d iu m  o f  w h o m  h e  h a d  sp o k e n  d id  n o t  k n o w  th a t  D r. W h a te ly  
w a s  c a lle d  th e  W h ite  B e a r?

M r. N o y e s  sa id  h e  w a s  su re  sh e  d id  n o t  k n o w  it. H e  k n e w  her. S h e  w a s  th e  
w ife  o f  an  e m in e n t p h y s ic ia n .

T h e  C h a irm a n  a sk e d  h o w  h e  (M r. T e b b )  k n e w  th a t  h is  c o lle a g u e  c o u ld  t ie  th e  
D a v e n p o r t  B ro th e rs  b e tte r  th a n  h im se lf , h is  c o lle a g u e  b e in g  a  s tra n g e r  to  h im ?

M r. T e b b  re p lie d  th a t  h e  h im s e lf  w a s  a  p o o r  h a n d  a t ty in g  k n o ts . H is  
c o lle a g u e  d id  i t  w e ll, a n d  w a s  a  m a n  n o t  c h o se n  b y  th e  D a v e n p o r ts , b u t  e le c te d  
b y  th e  a u d ie n c e , w h o  w e re  s a tis f ie d  w ith  h im .
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M r. W . V o lc k m a n  a sk e d  M r. C o n w a y  i f  a n y  o f  th e  a r tic le s  m e n tio n e d  b y  h im  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  th ro w n  u p o n  th e  ta b le  b y  p e rs o n s  w h o  h a d  th e ir  h a n d s  h e ld ?

M r. C o n w a y  re p lie d  th a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  th ro w n  th e m  a t th e  m o m e n t 
th e ir  h a n d s  w e re  h e ld , b u t  h e  m u s t  r e m in d  th o se  p re s e n t  th a t  e v id e n c e  ta k e n  in  
th e  d a rk  w a s  n o t  e v id e n c e  a t a ll. (N o , N o ! )  H e  d id  n o t  w is h  to  a ff ix  a n y  s tig m a  
u p o n  a n y b o d y  p re s e n t  a t th e  seance; h e  sh o u ld  b e  so rry  to  say  a n y th in g  to  
w o u n d  th e  fe e l in g s  o f  a n y b o d y ; h e  w o u ld  m e re ly  say  th e re  w a s  n o th in g  w h ic h  
c o u ld  in  th e  s lig h te s t  d e g re e  b e  a c c e p te d  as e v id e n c e .

M r. V o lc k m a n  sa id  th a t  th e  h o ld in g  o f  h a n d s  w a s  o n e  o f  th o s e  p o in ts  w h ic h  
sh o u ld  b e  c le a re d  u p . A c c o rd in g ly , h e  h a d  e n d e a v o u re d  to  su p p ly  an  o m is s io n  
in  th e  rep o rt. H e  h e ld  in  h is  h a n d  tw o  d e p o s itio n s  m a d e  b y  th e  tw o  la d ie s  w h o  
le f t  a f te r  th e  f ir s t  p a r t  o f  th e  seance. M rs . F is h e r  d e p o s e d  th a t  d u r in g  th e  t im e  
th a t  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o c c u rre d , h e r  h a n d s  w e re  h e ld  b y  M r. G u p p y  o n  o n e  s id e  
a n d  M is s  H o u g h to n  o n  th e  o th er, a n d  w e re  so  h e ld  w h ile  h e r  c h a ir  w a s  p la c e d  
o n  th e  tab le . M is s  H o u g h to n  d e p o s e d  th a t  h e r  h a n d s  w e re  h e ld  b y  M rs . F is h e r  
o n  o n e  s id e  a n d  M r. C o n w a y  o n  th e  o th e r. M r. V o lc k m a n  a d d e d  th a t  th e s e  
d e p o s itio n s  su p p lie d  th e  m is s in g  l in k s  w h ic h  h e  th o u g h t  o u g h t to  h a v e  b e e n  
su p p lie d  in  th e  rep o rt. M r. C o n w a y  h a d  sa id  th a t  h e  w is h e d  so m e th in g  la rg e  to  
b e  b ro u g h t. H e  (M r. V o lc k m a n )  h a d  re c e n tly  h a d  a  c u r io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th a t  
re sp e c t, w h ic h  h e  w o u ld  n o t  a tte m p t to  e x p la in , b u t  w o u ld  m e re ly  s ta te  th e  fac t.
H e  w a s  re q u e s te d  to  w is h  s o m e th in g  to  b e  b ro u g h t in to  th e  ro o m , a n d  th e  
m o m e n t b e fo re  h e  a sk e d  fo r  it, h e  h im s e lf  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  h e  sh o u ld  a sk  fo r.
B u t  h e  su d d e n ly  d e c id e d  u p o n  a  su n flo w e r, a n d  in  le s s  th a n  te n  se c o n d s  a  g re a t  
su n flo w e r  p lan t, w ith  a b o u t a  b u sh e l o f  d ir t  a b o u t its  ro o ts , w a s  p la c e d  u p o n  th e  
tab le . H e  w o u ld  n o t  g o  in to  th is  m a tte r  th e o re tic a l ly , h e  w o u ld  s im p ly  s ta te  th e  
fac t.

M r. C o n w a y  sa id  i t  w a s  p a in fu l fo r  h im  to  p u rsu e  th e  m a tte r , b u t  d u r in g  o n e  
o f  th e  seances M rs . F is h e r  m e n tio n e d  sh e  h a d  o n ly  ta k e n  h e r  h a n d  a w a y  to  g e t 
h e r  h a n d k e rc h ie f .

M r. V o lc k m a n  re p lie d , th a t  h e r  d e p o s it io n  sa id  th a t  “ d u r in g  th e  t im e  th e  
m a n ife s ta t io n s  o c c u rre d ” h e r  h a n d s  w e re  h e ld . I t  w a s  tru e  a t a n o th e r  t im e  h e r  
h a n d s  w e re  d is jo in e d  fo r  o n e  m o m e n t, a f te r  a sk in g  p e rm iss io n .

M r. P e rc y  H ic k s o n  sa id , th a t  a f te r  p ra c tic e  fo r  a  w e e k , h e  w o u ld  u n d e r ta k e  to  
p la c e  s a u sa g e s  o n  th e  ta b le  w ith  h is  fee t, b u t  h e  w o u ld  say  n o th in g  fu r th e r  on  
th a t  p o in t, as  h e  d id  n o t  w is h  to  ta lk  a b o u t a  seance a t w h ic h  h e  w a s  n o t  
p re se n t.

W h e th e r  V o lc k m a n  w a s  a c tu a lly  a  p u p p e t  o f  A g n e s  G u p p y , a  sk e p tic — p sy c h ic a l 
re s e a rc h e r— o r s im p ly  a  S p ir itu a lis t  b e lie v in g  in  th e  tru th  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w . C e r ta in ly  M rs. 
G u p p y  w a s  a  p io n e e r  S p ir itu a lis t  a n d  a t o n e  t im e  a  re s p e c te d  m e d iu m  w ith  m a n y  
te s tim o n ia ls ;  in  m a n y  w a y s  sh e  p re p a re d  th e  w a y  fo r  F lo re n c e  C o o k  a n d  th e  H o lm e s ’s.
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To conclude this part, we can also note that even those who witnessed Volckman’s seizure 
tell stories that contradict what is otherwise known. One of the sitters present was the 
barrister—Henry Dunphy, who later makes this claim in The Spiritualist, Feb., 1874, page 
66.

Quoting from the account 44 of Mr. Henry Dunphy:

“I was seated between Lady Caithness and Mr. Blackburn, holding a hand of 
each.” . . . “The apparition then advanced to the portion of the room farthest 
from the cabinet, when a person jumped up, caught the figure round the waist, 
and held it, exclaiming ‘It is the medium!’ Two or three gentlemen present 
rushed forward and caught him, and a struggle ensued. I watched the result with 
considerable interest, and observed that the figure appeared to lose its feet and 
legs, and to elude the grasp, making for that purpose a movement somewhat 
similar to that of a seal in the water. Although the person who made the attempt 
was apparently well able to hold on to anything he might happen to clutch, the 
apparition glided out of his grip, leaving no trace of corporeal existence or 
surroundings in the shape of clothing.”

Given the consistency of the reports, there is little or no question that when the apparition 
was seized by Volckman the lights (gas) were extinguished!

How did Dunphy see the de-materialisation of the apparition?

William Harrison after publishing Volckman’s initial letter, in his newspaper The 
Spiritualist, refused to publish more. Volckman turned to James Burns for help in 
publishing his side of the events. Burns agreed, and covered the story in two issues, starting 
in the Medium and Daybreak on January 16th 1874 under the heading “My Ghost 
Experiences”—Part 1, The Struggling “Ghost” and concluding in the next issue.

In the next issue of Psypioneer we will start to publish William Volckman’s response in 
full.

Paul J. Gaunt

44 T h is  is  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  Facts o f Psychic Science -  b y  A . C a m p b e ll  H o lm s  U n iv e rs i ty  B o o k s , In c  1969  
p a g e  4 0 0  o r ig in a lly , p u b lis h e d  in  1925. C a m p b e ll  H o lm s  a lso  m a k e s  a  h is to r ic a l  e r ro r  b y  s t at i ng: — a  M r. 
V o lc k m a n  b ro k e  th e  ru le s  a n d  s e iz e d  i t  a t  a  sé a n c e  in  th e  h o u se  o f  M r. L u x m o o re  o n  D e c e m b e r  9 th , 1 8 7 3 .” 
T h e  sé a n c e  w a s  n o t  a t  L u x m o o re ’s b u t  a t  th e  C o o k  re s id e n c e  in  H a c k n e y , L o n d o n .
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N o t e s  b y  t h e  W a y :
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The historical significance of Gordon Higginson (1918-1993) need not be argued. He was 
president of the SNU for 23 years, which is more than twice anyone else. Had he not 
passed away, he could have continued to be re-elected into the new millennium.

His leadership would be described by sociologists as charismatic, that is, he owed his 
position in part to exceptional gifts. As with a number of theosophical leaders, his 
popularity was impervious to accusations of fraud. His hard work and generous nature 
endeared him to thousands.

There has been little discussion of how successful his leadership was. We can suggest two 
conflicting views for readers to choose, or modify.

1) His efforts saved the SNU from collapse and led to a more effective system of 
administration based on a streamlined executive committee and a large Council.

2) His lack of interest in the detail of administration (famously, he was reluctant to reply to 
letters) led to a permanent state of disruption.

And then there is the question of fraud. Having inherited Stansted Hall, though without an 
endowment, the SNU built up a college; but had always given the job of principal to their 
SNU president, �)� �**�����  Thus it came about that a centre intended to raise standards of 
mediumship was nominally directed for two decades by a man who for forty years was the 
centre of charges of fraud.

To the outsider, it may seem strange that GH could survive all such charges without, say, 
stepping aside at least temporarily; and indeed that, if there was fraud, more people did not 
speak out. But apart from the natural tendency to keep criticism internal in minority 
movements which are unpopular among society as a whole (“for the good of the 
Movement”) there were good reasons why those high and low mostly remained silent.

English libel laws are notorious throughout the world for favouring the person who claims 
libel. Any psychic publication must therefore think very carefully about printing evidence 
about living mediums. Consider what happened to “Two Worlds” when it accused William 
Roy of fraud. He sued, and dropped the case only when he sold his story to the Sunday 
Pictorial.

Or recall “London Spiritualist”, a monthly which attacked the SNU when GH was 
president (see also note at end]. The SNU sued the editor and the author of the article; they 
also sued the printer, who settled out of court, and the editor’s wife who was involved in 
the business. The LS did not survive.
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A  S p ir itu a lis t  w h o  g iv e s  n e g a tiv e  te s t im o n y  m u s t  e x p e c t  n e g a tiv e  c o n se q u e n c e s . T h u s  a 
m e m b e r  o f  a  d is tin g u is h e d  S p ir itu a lis t  fa m ily  in  L o n d o n  re c e n tly  c o m m e n te d  in  a 
S p ir itu a lis t  C h a tro o m :

‘ ‘A s  y o u  m a y  k n o w , a t  th e  t im e  o f  G o rd o n ’s p re s id e n c y , m y  d a d  w a s  v ic e  
p r e s id e n t  - a n d  m y  m u m  w a s  v e ry  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  L y c e u m  n a tio n a lly . S he  
w a s  a t S ta n s te d , a n d  G o rd o n  w a s  to  h o ld  a  se a n c e  th e re . S o m e h o w , sh e  n o tic e d  
th a t  in  th e  “ m e d iu m ’s c h a ir” th e re  w a s  so m e  g a u z e  ty p e  o f  m a te r ia l  s tu f fe d  in to  
th e  c u sh io n . S h e  w a s  v e ry  su sp ic io u s  o f  i ts  p re se n c e , b u t  h a d  n o  e v id e n c e  th a t  
h e  h a d  p la c e d  i t  th e re  o r  w a s  g o in g  to  u s e  it. I  w e ll  re m e m b e r  h e r  c o n c e rn  a s  to  
w h a t  to  d o  a b o u t it, p o s s ib ly  sh e  to ld  C h a r le s  C o u ls to n , I  d o n ’t  k n o w , b u t  sh e  
w a s  v e ry  t ro u b le d  b y  th is .”

A  f r ie n d  o f  G H  re sp o n d e d :

“W h a t u t te r  n o n se n se !  A n y o n e  w h o  a tte n d e d  as m a n y  m a te r ia lis a t io n  se a n c e s  a t 
S ta n s te d  as I  d id  k n o w s  th a t  th e re  w a s  n o  sp e c ia l ‘m e d iu m ’s c h a ir ’ n e ith e r  d id  it  
h a v e  a  cu sh io n . T h e  c h a ir  u s e d  w a s  an y  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  in  th e  l ib ra ry  a v a ila b le  
fo r  s tu d e n ts  a n d  a tte n d e e s . T o  im p u g n  th e  in te g r ity  o f  G o rd o n  H ig g in so n  a f te r  
a ll th e s e  y e a rs  is  q u ite  d isg ra c e fu l. I  m ig h t a d d  th a t  I  k n e w  [n am e s  d e le te d ]  an d  
th e y  n e v e r  s u g g e s te d  an y  im p ro p r ie ty  to  m e .”

W h ic h  c a u se d  th e  g e n tle m a n  to  add:

“N o , m y  m u m  d id n ’t  k n o w  w h o  to  te ll  o r  w h a t  to  d o  a b o u t it— sh e  w a s  q u ite  
sh o c k ed . S h e  d id  say  th a t  th is  p a r t ic u la r  c h a ir  h a d  b e e n  p la c e d  s p e c if ic a lly  fo r  
G o rd o n 's  u s e .”

O r  o n  th e  m e n ta l m e d iu m s h ip  s id e , an  e x p e r ie n c e d  S p ir itu a lis t  w ro te  p r iv a te ly  in  2 0 1 0 :

“ I  a rra n g e d  fo r  G o rd o n  to  c o m e  to  .............. , th e  c h u rc h  w a s  v e ry  a n g ry  th a t  h e
g a in e d  a c c e s s  to  th e  c h u rc h  re c o rd s  p r io r  to  h is  d e m o n s tra t io n  w h ic h  w a s  
e v id e n t  in  th e  d e m o n s tra tio n , c o m p le te  w ith  an  erro r! I  w a s  l in k e d  w ith  
S ta n s te d , so  a n  e x p o s u re  w o u ld  p la c e  m e  in  a  d if f ic u lt  s itu a tio n  so  th e  w h o le  
a ffa ir  w a s  c o v e re d  u p .”

A  S p ir itu a lis t  p u b lic a tio n  m ay  a lso  lo se  re a d e rs  i f  i t  p r in ts  a c c u s a tio n s  o f  frau d . In  M a y  
2 0 0 8  w e  re p r in te d  th e  1960  in f ra  re d  e x p o su re  in  “P s y c h ic  O b s e rv e r” 45 o f  so m e  p h y s ic a l 
m e d iu m s . S o m e  A m e ric a n  S p ir itu a lis ts  in  1960  c a n c e lle d  th e ir  su b sc r ip tio n s , a n d  q u ite  
so o n  th e  “P s y c h ic  O b s e rv e r” w a s  o b s e rv in g  n o  m o re ; i t  fo ld e d ...

45 P s y p io n e e r  V o lu m e  4 , N o .5  p a g e s  1 0 5 -1 1 8"5������������������,�������������������������,�	�  -  $������  
?������� :— http://w oodlandw ay.org/PD F/PP4.5M ay2008.pdf
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P s y c h ic a l  re s e a rc h  jo u rn a ls  a re  a lso  l ik e ly  to  b e  c irc u m sp e c t. N a tu ra l ly , m a te r ia l  p u b lis h e d  
b y  th e m  is  c h e c k e d  fo r  lib e l. In d iv id u a l re s e a rc h e rs  a re  c a u tio u s  to o . W h e n  th e  la te  T o n y  
C o rn e ll p u b lis h e d  so m e  c a se  f ile s  o n  m e d iu m s , in it ia ls  w e re  re s o r te d  to  w h e re  th e  m e d iu m  
w a s  still w ith  u s . ( se e  P s y p io n e e r  Ju n e  2 0 0 8 .46) M o re o v e r  m e d iu m s  m a y  b e  u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  
re lu c ta n t  to  s it  w ith  a  p sy c h ic a l re s e a rc h e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  lin k e d , e s p e c ia lly  in  th e  
S p ir itu a lis t  p re ss , w ith  an  a c c u s a tio n  a g a in s t  a  m ed iu m .

T h e re  is  h o w e v e r  a  n e w  fac to r: a n d  th a t  is  th e  N e t. G e n e ra lly  th e  p u b lic  h a s  a  l im ite d  
m e m o ry . W h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  G H  in  th e  1 9 5 0 s a t th e  M S A  o r  C P S  is  fo rg o tte n , as is  th e  
S u n d a y  P e o p le  s to ry , th e  B r is to l c a se , a n d  m a n y  m o re . B u t  th e  N e t  n o w  re m e m b e rs , ju s t ly  
o r  o th e rw ise . T h u s  N o a h ’s A rk  S o c ie ty , i f  o n e  d o e s  a  G o o g le  se a rc h , is  a lw a y s  l in k e d  w ith  
a  d isp u te d  in c id e n t  in v o lv in g  a  m e d iu m  a n d  a  tru m p e t, e v e n  th o u g h  it  w a s  n o t  o n e  p e rc e n t  
o f  th e ir  m a n y  c o n fe re n c e s , o r  v a lu a b le  p u b lic a tio n s .

B ra n d  n a m e s  su c h  as “ S p ir itu a lism ” , “ S N U ” o r  “ A r th u r  F in d la y  C o lle g e ” w e re  a b le  in  th e  
1 9 7 0 s to  e m e rg e  w ith  l im ite d  d a m a g e  f ro m  te m p o ra r ily  h ig h  p ro f i le  p ro b le m s  in v o lv in g  
G H . T o d a y  th e  p o s s ib ili ty  o f  p e rm a n e n t im a g e  d a m a g e  f ro m  a  m e d iu m s h ip  m a lfu n c tio n  is  
m u c h  g re a te r , a n d  i f  a n y th in g  th e  m e d ia  a re  m o re  v o ra c io u s .

L P .

N o t e :

T h e  1 9 8 2  l i b e l  c a s e  a t  t h e  R o y a l  C o u r t s  o f  J u s t i c e .

In  th e  L o n d o n  S p iritu a lis t, W a lte r  E a r re y  (ed ito r)  a n d  G . F le m in g  a lle g e d  f in a n c ia l  
m a lp ra c tic e  a t S ta n s te d , a n d  a lso  re p r in te d  an  o f fe n s iv e  n ic k n a m e  fo r  th e  A F  C o lle g e  th e re . 
(I  s u sp e c t th a t  b e fo re  d o in g  th is  th e y  c o n su lte d  n o b o d y .)  T h e  S N U  a n d  th re e  le a d in g  
o ff ic e rs  su ed , a n d  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  se tt le d  fo r  an  a p o lo g y , b u t  th e  p r id e  o f  W E  
p re v e n te d  th is . N e i th e r  s id e  w o u ld  b a c k  d o w n , c o s ts  m o u n te d  to  o v e r  £ 9 0 0 0 , b u t  w h e n  th e  
tr ia l  to o k  p lac e , G F  w a s  re p o r te d  to  h a v e  w ith d ra w n  to  Ire lan d .

In  th e  tr ia l, th e re  w a s  so m e  te d io u s  w ra n g lin g  a b o u t in v e n to r ie s  a n d  w h a t  h a d  g o n e  m is s in g  
a n d  h o w , th a t  w o u ld  n o t  su rp r ise  a n y o n e  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  h o te ls . W . E a r re y  
su b p o e n a e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  S p ir itu a lis ts  to  g iv e  e v id e n c e , a  d is tre s s in g  b u s in e s s  a t  tim e s , as it  
in v o lv e d  v e ry  p e rso n a l m a tte rs . A lth o u g h  h o m o se x u a lity  h a d  b e e n  le g a lis e d  in  E n g la n d  in  
1967 , so m e  w itn e s s e s  fe lt  o b lig e d  to  d e n y  i t  in  co u rt. A f te r  th e  ca se , th e re  w a s  a  m e e tin g  a t 
S c o tla n d  Y a rd  to  d isc u s s  p e rju ry , a t w h ic h  a  p o lic e  o f f ic e r  p o in te d  o u t  th a t  s in c e  in  m a n y  
c o u r t  c a se s , tw o  v e rs io n s  o f  e v e n ts  w e re  p re se n te d , th e re  w a s  l ik e ly  to  b e  a  g o o d  d ea l o f  
th is  a ro u n d , b u t  n o t  m u c h  c o u ld  b e  d o n e .

Psypioneer Volume 4, No.6 pages 140-141—Last minute halt to infra red tests: —  
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP4.6June08..pdf . This article makes reference to: “They Walked Among Us” by 
Louie Harris (wife) Psychic Press 1980, much shortened from the original manuscript. The original 
manuscript has now been published see Psypioneer volume 6, No.4 pages 89-93—Book Review-Alec Harris 
— Paul J. Gaunt:—http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP6.4.April2010..pdf
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In England, newspapers can report court proceedings without fear of libel. As a result, the 
offensive nickname was read by a million people in the Daily Telegraph, rather than a 
thousand in the London Spiritualist! Walter Earrey’s defence had been justification, but 
the jury inevitably found that he had not justified his statements. They awarded total 
damages of £225. This tiny sum reflected their distaste for the goings on which had been 
described to them, some of which had not even been at Stansted. Mrs Earrey was found 
not guilty, the jury exercising common sense and clemency.

The sting lay not in the damages but in the costs; however Earrey had arranged his affairs 
in advance to avoid paying them. Thus ended a typical libel case which caused much 
distraction and worry over several years to the innocent, and benefitted only the lawyers. 
Almost nothing has been written on the case since (readers are invited to correct any errors) 
but it was historically significant.

LP.
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‘Six Lectures on Theology and Nature’ B y  E m m a  H a rd in g e  f ir s t  p u b lis h e d  in  1860 . <	V
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P u b lic a tio n s , th is  is  a  sm a ll b o o k le t  7 p p  £ 2 .0 0  in c l. U .K ., p o s ta g e  (p le a se  a d d  2 0 %  fo r  
a irm a il) . *

‘ The Mystery o f Stainton Moses an address given in 1992 on the centenary o f his death’ 
L e s lie  P r ic e  P u b lis h e d  D e c e m b e r  1999  b y  P s y c h ic  P io n e e r  P u b lic a tio n s , th is  is  a  sm all 
b o o k le t  8 p p  £ 2 .5 0  In c  U .K ., p o s ta g e  (p le a se  a d d  2 0 %  fo r  a irm a il) . *
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T h e  P s y p io n e e r  jo u rn a l  is  a t p re s e n t  a v a ila b le , c o m p le te  w ith  all b a c k  is su e s  o n  th e  w e b  s ite  
http://www.woodlandway.org a n d  w e  a re  g re a tly  in d e b te d  to  o u r  A u s tra l ia n  f r ie n d s  fo r  h o s tin g  
a n d  p o s tin g  th is  Jo u rn a l. Y o u  c a n  o b ta in  i t  f re e  a n d  d ire c t  b y  se n d in g  an  e -m a il e n title d  
“ S u b s c r ib e ” to  psypioneersub@aol.com o r  “U n s u b s c r ib e ” to  d isc o n tin u e .
T o  c o n ta c t  P s y p io n e e r  p le a s e  e -m a il psypioneer@aol.com

P a u l J. G a u n t
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