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THIS ISSUE OF PSYPIONEER 
is dedicated to

DON GALLOWAY

23 October 1929 - 1 September 2009

Don Galloway served as assistant secretary and later secretary of the College o f  Psychic Studies, 
(formerly the London Spiritualist Alliance). He took a sympathetic interest in the Psypioneer 

project from its inception and frequently passed on material from his private library of 
considerable historical interest. Like many of our readers he had a great respect for the old

workers.

and to
SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

22nd May 1859 -  7th July 1930

This is our second special issue devoted to ACD material in celebration of 150 years since his
birth (the first special issue being May 2009).

Initial Public Offering (IPO -  in today’s terminology!) 
For ACD’s Psychic Bookshop
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PP Introductory Note: -  In  o u r  se p a ra te ly  p u b lis h e d  P s y p io n e e r  A r c h iv e 1 c o n c e rn e d  w ith  
A C D ’s P s y c h ic  B o o k s h o p  a n d  L ib ra ry , w e  h a v e  a lre a d y  p re s e n te d  m u c h  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th e  
e v o lu tio n  o f  th is  v e n tu re .  B e lo w  w e  r e p r in t  th e  P ro s p e c tu s  fo r  th e  p ro p o se d  f lo a tin g  o f  th e  
b o o k s h o p  - w ith  w h ic h  in  th e  e n d  S ir  A r th u r  d id  n o t  p ro c e e d . I t  is  n o t  c le a r  i f  th a t  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  
h is  i ll -h e a lth  o r  g e n e ra l e c o n o m ic  c o n d itio n s .

THE
PSYCHIC & GENERAL BOOKSHOP

CO., LTD.
(including the PSYCHIC PRESS)

ESTABLISHED in 1925 by SIR A. CONAN DOYLE.

INCORPORATED UNDER THE COMPANIES ACTS, 1908-1929.

Capital £7,500
Divided into 7,500 ORDINARY SHARES of £1 each.

D I R E C T O R S :

S. O. COX, Esq., Salmons Cross, Wall Hill, East Grinstead. (Chairman) 
VICE ADMIRAL ARMSTRONG, 23 Gordon Square, W.C.1 

Miss MARY CONAN DOYLE, 13 Queens Gardens, Lancaster Gate, W.2. 
DENIS CONAN DOYLE, Esq., Windlesham, Crowborough.

1 PsyPioneer Archive: - www.woodlandway.org
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B A N K E R S :
BARCLAYS BANK LTD.

S O L I C I T O R S :
Messrs. WESTON SLANEY & Co., 35 North End Road, W .14. 

A U D I T O R :
H. C. PLEWS, Estate Office, The Drive, S.W.6.

S E C R E T A R Y  &  R E G I S T E R E D  O F F I C E :
N. RIDD, Estate Office, The Drive, S.W.6.

PROSPECTUS.
T h e  C o m p a n y  h a s  b e e n  fo rm e d  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e s  s p e c if ie d  in  i ts  M e m o ra n d u m  o f  

A s s o c ia t io n  a n d  in  p a r t ic u la r  to  p u rc h a s e  th e  A s s e ts , in c lu d in g  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  L e a s e , S to ck , 
G o o d w ill  a n d  F ix tu re s  o f  th e  P s y c h ic  a n d  G e n e ra l  B o o k s h o p , V ic to r ia  S tre e t, S .W .I  w h ic h  w a s  
o p e n e d  in  1925  b y  S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  w h o  h a s  u p  to  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  b e e n  c a r ry in g  o n  th e  
b u s in e s s , b u t  n o w  f in d s  th a t  o w in g  to  f a i l in g  h e a lth  a n d  m a n y  p re -o c c u p a t io n s  h e  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  
c a r ry  o n  b y  h im s e lf .  I t  is  f e l t  th a t  th is  o f fe rs  a  g o o d  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  ta k in g  th e  b u s in e s s  o v e r  
f ro m  h im  as  i t  s ta n d s  a n d  p la c in g  sa m e  o n  a  c o m p a n y  fo o tin g  w ith  a  B o a rd  o f  D ir e c to rs  w h o  
w o u ld  b e  p re p a re d  to  c a rry  o n .

A lth o u g h  th e  b u s in e s s  h a s  o n ly  b e e n  e s ta b l is h e d  f iv e  y e a rs , i t  s h o w s  a ll th e  p ro s p e c ts  o f  
b e in g  a  s u c c e s s fu l  o n e , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  th e  s e ll in g  a n d  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  g e n e ra l  l i te r a tu r e  h a s  
b e e n  a d d e d  to  i ts  o r ig in a l  a c tiv it ie s . T h e  g ro s s  e a rn in g s  w h ic h  w e re  l i t t le  o v e r  £ 1 ,0 0 0  in  1925  
h a v e  r is e n  to  a p p ro x im a te ly  £ 4 ,0 0 0  in  1928  a n d  1929 . T h e  p re s e n t  y e a r  s h o w s  an  in c re a s e  u p  
to  d a te . A  g ro s s  tu rn o v e r  o f  £ 6 ,0 0 0  w o u ld  b r in g  th e  c o n c e rn  to  th e  d iv id e n d -p a y in g  s tag e .

S ir  A r th u r  h a s  e x p e n d e d  £ 4 ,5 0 0  f ro m  h is  o w n  p u rs e  in  e s ta b l is h in g  a n d  w o rk in g  u p  th e  
b u s in e s s .  H e  is  p r e p a re d  to  ta k e  h a l f  th is  su m  in  sh a re s , th e  r e s t  in  c a s h . T h e re  w o u ld  re m a in , 
a f te r  th e  e x p e n se  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  fo rm a tio n  h a d  b e e n  m e t, a p p ro x im a te ly  £ 2 ,2 5 0  w h ic h  th e  
D ir e c to rs  c o n s id e r  s u f f ic ie n t  a s  W o rk in g  C a p ita l  a n d  e n a b le  th e  b u s in e s s  to  e x te n d  i t s e l f  b y  
fu l le r  a d v e r t is in g . T h e  C o m p a n y  w o u ld  s ta r t  w ith  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  se v e ra l h u n d re d s  o f  
c u s to m e rs  w h o s e  n a m e s  a re  u p o n  th e  b o o k s  a n d  w ith  a  s ta f f  w h o  a re  th o ro u g h ly  a c c u s to m e d  to  
m a n a g in g  th e  b u s in e s s . T h e  S to c k  o f  a b o u t £ 1 ,0 0 0 , th e  e x p e n s iv e  f ix tu re s , th e  e x is t in g  
b u s in e s s  a n d  g o o d w ill  w o u ld  a ll b e  h a n d e d  o v e r  to  th e  C o m p a n y , a n d  a ll l ia b il i t ie s  p a id  o f f .

A p a r t  f ro m  th e  b u s in e s s  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  w h ic h  a re  h e re  se t fo r th , th e re  a re  v e ry  m a n y  p s y c h ic  
s tu d e n ts  w h e th e r  th e y  b e  p s y c h ic a l  re s e a rc h e rs , th e o s o p h is ts ,  o r  s p ir i tu a lis ts  w h o  d e s ire  to  h a v e  
a n  o p e n  d isp la y  o f  o c c u lt  l i te ra tu re  in  so m e  c e n tre  p o in t  in  L o n d o n , in s te a d  o f  b e in g , i f  i t  e x is ts  
a t  a ll , o n  th e  b a c k  s h e lv e s  o f  a  b o o k s e l le r ’s sh o p . T h e se , n o  d o u b t, f ro m  a  p ro p a g a n d a  p o in t  o f  
v ie w  w o u ld  e x te n d  a  w e lc o m e  a n d  h e lp  to  th e  e n te rp r is e .

T h e  B o o k s h o p  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f  i ts  e x is te n c e  h a s  b e e n  a  m o s t  b u s y  p s y c h ic  c e n tre  a n d  h a s  
p u b l is h e d  m a n y  n o ta b le  w o rk s , in c lu d in g  su c h  b o o k s  a s  V o n  R e u te r ’ s “ P s y c h ic  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  
a  M u s ic ia n ” a n d  P u r c h a s ’ “ S p ir itu a l A d v e n tu re s  o f  a  B u s in e s s  M a n ,” b e s id e s  s m a lle r  b o o k s
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su c h  a s  “ P h e n e a s  S p e a k s ,” C a m p b e ll  H o lm e s ’ “ F u n d a m e n ta l  F a c ts  o f  P s y c h ic  S c ie n c e ,” C o x ’s 
“ T a lk s  w ith  th e  Im m o r ta ls ” a n d  “ E x p e r ie n c e s  in  th e  U n s e e n  W o r ld ” e tc . In  th e  p re s s  th e y  h a v e  
a  c o n s id e ra b le  b o o k , V o n  R e u te r ’s “ C o n s o l in g  A n g e l” a n d  M rs . H in c h c l i f f e ’s “R e tu rn  o f  
C a p ta in  H in c h c li f f e .”

I t  is  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  th e  p ic tu re s  in  th e  sh o p  a n d  o b je c ts  in  th e  M u s e u m  a re  th e  p r iv a te  
p ro p e r ty  o f  S ir  A r th u r  a n d  a re  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  th is  sa le .

M is s  M a ry  C o n a n  D o y le  w h o  h a s  b e e n  h o n o ra ry  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  th e  B o o k s h o p , is  
p re p a re d , f o r  a  t im e  a t  le a s t , to  p la c e  h e r  s e rv ic e s  g ra t is  a t  th e  d isp o s a l  o f  th e  n e w  C o m p a n y , in  
su c h  c a p a c ity  as th e  D ir e c to rs  m a y  d e s ire .

T o  W . T. L IV IN G S T O N ,
G R O T R IA N  H A L L ,

1 1 5 , W IG M O R E  S T R E E T , W .I .
D e a r  S ir,

T H E  P S Y C H IC  &  G E N E R A L  B O O K S H O P  C o ., L td .

I  sh a ll h a v e  p le a s u re  in  s u b s c r ib in g  £ 

fo r  S h a re s  in  th e  a b o v e  C o m p a n y .

Y o u rs  fa i th fu lly ,
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A WORD OF WARNING
B y

A R T H U R  C O N A N  D O Y L E ,  
M . D . ,  LL.D .

S IX PEN C E

No Copyright.

THE PSYCHIC PRESS,
2, V ICTORIA  STREET, S.W.

A WORD OF WARNING
By

A R TH U R  CONAN DOYLE, M.D., LL.D .

I  W R IT E  th is  l i t t le  p a m p h le t,  w h ic h  I  h a v e  e n ti t le d  “ A  W o rd  o f  W a rn in g ,” u n d e r  a  s tro n g  
se n se  o f  re s p o n s ib il i ty . T h e re  a re  c e r ta in  th in g s  w h ic h  i t  is  m y  d u ty  to  say , a n d  th is  s e e m s  to  b e  
th e  t im e  to  d o  it. T h e y  a re  n o t  e a sy  th in g s , n o r  th in g s  w h ic h  m a k e  f o r  p o p u la r i ty , b u t  fo r  m a n y  
y e a rs  I  h a v e  h a d  to  p le a d  an  u n p o p u la r  c a u se  fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  t ru th , a n d  o n e  g e ts  u s e d  to  
o p p o s it io n  a n d  m is re p re s e n ta t io n . A s  o n e  g ro w s  n e a r  th e  l im it  o f  th e  p s a lm is t ,  th e  o u te r  w o r ld  
g iv e s  u s  l i t t le  f re s h  to  h o p e  fo r  a n d  l i t t le  f re s h  to  fea r . O n e ’ s o n ly  p o s s ib le  m o tiv e  o r  d e s ire  is 
to  s ta te  th e  t ru th  a s  c le a r ly  a s  o n e  c a n  see  it, a n d  to  ju s t i f y  a n y  g if ts  w h ic h  G o d  m a y  h a v e  g iv e n  
o n e .

F o r  f iv e  o r  s ix  y e a rs  I  h a v e  re c e iv e d  in  m y  o w n  fa m ily  c irc le  c e r ta in  m e s s a g e s  w h ic h  
p ro fe s s  to  b e , a n d  h a v e  e v e ry  in te rn a l  s ig n  o f  b e in g , f ro m  a  h ig h  s p ir i tu a l  so u rc e . S o m e  o f  th e m  
I  h a v e  a c tu a lly  p u b lis h e d  u n d e r  th e  t it le  “P h e n e a s  S p e a k s .” T h e  p a r t  p u b lis h e d  is  n o t  m o re  th a n  
o n e -th ird  o f  th e  w h o le , a n d  th e  re s id u e  c o n ta in s  m u c h  w h ic h , i f  i t  b e  tru e , is  o f  e x tre m e  im p o r ­
ta n c e  fo r  th e  h u m a n  race . I  w a s  in s tru c te d  th a t  th e  t im e  h a s  n o t  y e t  c o m e  fo r  su ch  p u b lic a tio n , 
a n d  in d e e d  i t  w a s  c le a r  u p o n  th e  fa c e  o f  i t  th a t  a  d e ta ile d  a n d  v e rb a tim  a c c o u n t w o u ld  te n d  to  
c a u se  p a n ic , a n d  le n d  i t s e l f  to  d if fe re n t  fo rm s  o f  v u lg a r is a t io n  a n d  se n sa tio n a lism . I, th e re fo re , 
re f ra in e d , b u t  I  w e n t  th e  le n g th  o f  in d ic a tin g  th e  g e n e ra l te n o r  o f  th e s e  w a rn in g s .

T h is  w a s  th a t  th e  w o r ld  h a d  fa i le d  to  le a rn  th e  le s s o n  o f  th e  g re a t  w a r , th a t  o n ly  b y  su ch  tra g ic  
v is i ta t io n s  c o u ld  i t  b e  c h a s te n e d  a n d  h u m b le d  in to  a  m o re  sp ir itu a l s ta te  o f  m in d , a n d  th a t  
a c c o rd in g ly , unless there was some sweeping change of heart, a  se c o n d  tr ia l  w a s  c o m in g  w h ic h  
w o u ld  su re ly  a c c o m p lish  w h a t  th e  f ir s t  h a d  fa i le d  to  do . T h e  d a te  o f  th is  c r is is  w o u ld  b e  so o n , it
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w o u ld  ta k e  th e  fo rm  o f  p o lit ic a l  a n d  n a tu ra l c o n v u ls io n s , a n d  its  e ffe c t  w o u ld  b e  a b so lu te ly  
sh a tte r in g . S u c h , in  a  n u tsh e ll, is  th e  m e s s a g e  as w e  h a v e  re c e iv e d  i t .  I t  is  n o t  a  p le a s a n t  o n e  
e ith e r  to  h e a r, o r  to  d e liv e r , a t a  t im e  w h e n  w e  a re  still r e e l in g  f ro m  th e  la s t  b lo w , b u t  i f  th e  
m e s s a g e  is  a  t ru e  o n e  th e n  th e  s itu a tio n  sh o u ld  b e  fa c e d .

B u t  is  i t  a  t ru e  o n e ?  T h e re  l ie s  th e  w h o le  c ru x . T h e re  a re  se v e ra l c o n s id e ra t io n s  w h ic h  b e a r  
d ire c tly  u p o n  th e  q u e s tio n . F ir s t  o f  a ll, th e s e  m e s s a g e s  h a v e  c o m e  a b s o lu te ly  u n so u g h t, a re  
e n tire ly  o u ts id e  th e  m e d iu m 's  ra n g e  o f  th o u g h t  o r  in te re s ts , a n d  in  m a n y  w a y s  ru n  c o u n te r  to  o u r  
o w n  o p in io n s . S e c o n d ly , s in c e  th e y  b e g a n  to  r e a c h  u s  th e  w h o le  t re n d  o f  e v e n ts , b o th  in  
in te rn a tio n a l a ffa irs  a n d  in  se ism ic  a c tiv ity  h a s  m o v e d  in  th e  d ire c tio n  in d ic a te d , a n d  sh o w n  i ts e lf  
in  e a c h  c a se  m o s t  a c tiv e  in  th e  v e ry  q u a rte rs  o f  w h ic h  w e  w e re  w a rn e d . F in a lly , d u r in g  th is  t im e  
w e  h a v e  re c e iv e d  a  s e rie s  o f  c o rro b o ra tio n s  w h ic h  n o w  e x c e e d  a  h u n d re d  in  n u m b e r, c o m in g  
f ro m  e v e ry  p a r t  o f  th e  w o r ld , a n d  all d e a lin g  w ith  o n e  o r  o th e r  o f  th e  e v e n ts  w h ic h  a re  a lre a d y  
fo re to ld  in  o u r  rec o rd . I f , to  u s e  a  h o m e ly  c o m p a r iso n , I  m a y  c o m p a re  th a t  r e c o rd  to  a  c o m p le te d  
j ig - s a w  p ic tu re , th e n  w e  h a v e  h a d  e a c h  se p a ra te  p ie c e  h a n d e d  in  in d e p e n d e n tly , so  th a t  all u n ite d , 
w h e n  f i t te d  in to  th e ir  p la c e s , w o u ld  fo rm  a  d u p lic a te . T h e se  re c o rd s , so m e  o f  th e m  sh o rt, b u t  
m a n y  o f  th e m  lo n g  a n d  d e ta ile d , I  h a v e , o f  c o u rse , c a re fu lly  p re se rv e d . T h e y  c o n s titu te  a 
fo rm id a b le  d o ss ie r . I f  an y  c ritic  say s, “ T h e se  a la rm s  a re  c o n tin u a lly  o c c u rr in g . T h e y  a re  
d e lu s io n s  o f  th e  su b -c o n s c io u s  m in d ,” I  am  e n title d  to  p o in t  to  th is  m a ss  o f  e v id e n c e , a n d  to  say , 
“B u t  w h y  sh o u ld  all th e s e  su b c o n sc io u s  m in d s  b e  m o v in g  in  th e  sa m e  d ire c tio n ? ”

A  fu r th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n  w h ic h  in f lu e n c e s  m e  is  th a t  m a n y  o f  th e  le s s e r  p ro p h e c ie s  o f  
P h e n e a s  h a v e  b e e n  a lre a d y  fu lf i l le d . A g a in  a n d  a g a in  h e  h a s  g iv e n  u s  n o t ic e  o f  e a r th q u a k e s  a n d  
o th e r  e v e n ts  b e fo re  th e y  o c c u rre d . A n y o n e  w h o  c a re d  to  e x a m in e  m y  m a n u s c r ip ts  c o u ld  sa tis fy  
h im s e lf  u p o n  th a t  p o in t. If, th e n , P h e n e a s  is  o f te n  r ig h t  a b o u t  th e  s m a lle r  m a tte rs , is  i t  lo g ic a l  to  
s u p p o s e  th a t  h e  is  m is ta k e n  in  h is  m a in  c o n te n t io n ?

W e ig h in g  e v e ry  a l te rn a t iv e  e x p la n a tio n , th e re  is  o n ly  o n e  to  w h ic h  I  c o u ld  a tta c h  an y  
w e ig h t. I t  is  th a t  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  re s p o n d e d  to  th e  r e a c tio n s  o f  th e  w a r  m a y  u n c o n s c io u s ly  fa ll 
b a c k  u p o n  th e  te r ro r s  a n d  w o n d e rs  o f  R e v e la t io n s ,  a n d  th e  A p o c a ly p s e  w h ic h  b u i ld  u p  v is io n s  
o f  th e  s a m e  o rd e r . I t  is  a  c o n c e iv a b le  e x p la n a tio n , a n d  y e t  i t  w ill  n o t  c o v e r  th e  fa c ts . I t  w ill  n o t  
e x p la in  th e  e x a c t  d e ta il  o b ta in e d  in  so  m a n y  o f  th e s e  s in is te r  m e s s a g e s , n o r  w il l  i t  a c c o u n t  fo r  
th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  s ig n s  o f  th e  t im e s  a re  a lre a d y  o m in o u s ly  p o in tin g  in  th e  d ire c t io n  in d ic a te d .

I  h a v e  u s e d  th e  a d je c tiv e  “ s in is te r ,” a n d  so  th e y  w o u ld  s e e m  o n  th e i r  fa c e  v a lu e  a n d  
im m e d ia te  a p p lic a t io n . B u t  I  w o u ld  s tre s s  th e  f a c t  th a t  i f  a n d  w h e n  th e y  m a te r ia l is e  in to  
r e a l i t ie s , th e y  a re  b u t  a  v io le n t  re m e d ia l  p r e lu d e  to  a  v e ry  g re a t  m o ra l  a n d  s p ir i tu a l a d v a n c e  o f  
th e  rac e . T h e re fo re , e v e n  a t  th e  w o rs t ,  i t  sh o u ld  b e  h o p e  a n d  e x p e c ta t io n  r a th e r  th a n  d e s p a ir  
w h ic h  sh o u ld  f il l  o u r  h e a r ts , i f  w e  p la c e  th e  w e lfa r e  o f  th e  w h o le  fu tu re  r a c e  a g a in s t  th a t  o f  o n e  
g e n e ra t io n  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s .

B u t  n o w  w e  c o m e  to  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  w h o le  p ro b le m . W h a t  a re  th e  c h a n g e s  w h ic h  sh o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  th e  w a r , w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a b o u t, a n d  w h ic h  m u s t  b e  
b r o u g h t  a b o u t, i f  w e  a re  to  e s c a p e  th e  w ra th  to  c o m e ?  T h e y  a re , as I  u n d e rs ta n d  th e m , o f  tw o  
d if fe re n t  o rd e rs , r e l ig io u s  a n d  e c o n o m ic . I  w il l  ta k e  th e  fo rm e r  f irs t.
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M a n k in d  m u s t  le a rn  o n c e  fo r  all th a t  R e l ig io n  h a s  n o th in g  w h a te v e r  to  d o  w ith  th e o lo g ic a l  
b e lie fs , o r  fo rm s , o r  c e re m o n ie s , o r  p r ie s t  h o o d s , o r  v e s tm e n ts , o r  s a c ra m e n ts , o r  a n y  o f  th e  
o th e r  t ra p p in g s  a n d  a d o rn m e n ts  w h ic h  h a v e  so  c o v e re d  i t  th a t  w e  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  se e  it. I t  
d e p e n d s  u p o n  tw o  th in g s  o n ly , a n d  th o s e  a re  C o n d u c t  a n d  C h a ra c te r . I f  y o u  a re  u n s e lf is h  a n d  
k in d , th e n  y o u  a re  o f  th e  e le c t, c a ll y o u r s e l f  w h a t  y o u  w ill. I f  y o u  a re  d ry  a n d  h a rd  a n d  b i t te r  
a n d  n a rro w , n o  c h u rc h  a n d  n o  f a i th  c a n  sa v e  y o u  f ro m  th e  ju d g m e n t  to  co m e .

B u t  w h a t  is  th e  h a rm  o f  th e  fo rm  o r  th e  s a c ra m e n t?  M a y  i t  n o t  h e lp  y o u  to  b e  u n s e lf is h  a n d  
k in d ?  I t  is  t ru e  th a t  i t  m a y  n o t  p r e v e n t  y o u  f ro m  b e in g  so  i f  su c h  is  y o u r  n a tu ra l  b e n t. E v e ry  
c re e d  a n d  s y s te m  o f  th o u g h t  h a s  i ts  s a in ts  -  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  th a t  i t  p ro d u c e s  i ts  sa in ts . 
T h e  m e re  f a c t  th a t  th e y  a p p e a r  in  a ll, sh o w s  th a t  th e y  a re  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  a ll. E v e n  A th e is m  h a s  
h a d  i ts  s a in ts . B u t  th e  g e n e ra l  o b je c t io n  to  a ll fo rm s  is  th a t  th e y  in e v i ta b ly  te n d  to  ta k e  th e  
p la c e  o f  fa c ts , a n d  to  g iv e  a  m a n  th e  im p re s s io n  th a t  n o t  b y  h is  o w n  e ffo r t, b u t  b y  s o m e  t r ic k  o r  
c h a rm  o f  s o m e o n e  e lse , th e  s a c r if ic e  o f  a  C h r is t , o r  th e  b le s s in g  o f  a  p r ie s t ,  h e  w il l  re a p  h is  
re w a rd . I t  is  a  fa ta l  d e lu s io n , a s  e a c h  w ill  f in d  fo r  h im s e lf  w h e n  i t  is  to o  la te . I t  is  e a sy  to  g o  
th ro u g h  l if e  in  th e  m a je s t ic  p ro c e s s io n  o f  a  c h u rc h , w ith  th a t  s e n se  o f  s e c u r i ty  w h ic h  th e  sh e e p  
m a y  fe e l in  th e  h e a r t  o f  a  f lo c k . B u t  w e  d o  n o t  d ie  in  a  p ro c e s s io n . W e  d ie  a lo n e . A n d  th e n  
c o m e s  th e  h o u r  w h e n  th e  so u l r e a l is e s  i ts  p o s it io n , a n d  u n d e rs ta n d s  th a t  n o th in g  in  th e  w o r ld  is 
o f  a n y  h e lp  to  i t  s a v e  o n ly  th e  c h a ra c te r  w h ic h  i t  h a s  i t s e l f  b u i l t  u p . I f  i t  is  s w e e t  a n d  lo v in g , a ll 
is  w e l l . I f  i t  is  h a rd  a n d  w o r ld ly , th e n  i t  h a s  n o w  to  f a c e  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e .

T h e s e  i r r a tio n a l  o b s e rv a n c e s  d o  h a rm  b e c a u s e  th e i r  o b v io u s  im p o s s ib i l i ty  a n d  fa ls e h o o d  
a lie n a te  th e  e a rn e s t  m a n , a n d  p re ju d ic e  h im  a g a in s t  a ll th a t  is  t ru e  a n d  g o o d  in  re l ig io n . In  h is  
r e p u ls io n  f ro m  th e  s e lf - s ty le d  m in is te rs  o f  th e  C h r is t  h e  lo s e s  s ig h t  o f  th e  C h r is t  H im s e lf .  H e  
fa i ls  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th a t  a u g u s t  f ig u re , th e  m o s t  n o ta b le  in  th e  a n n a ls  o f  th e  w o r ld , is  in  n o  
w a y  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  a ll th e  c o m p le x it ie s  a n d  d is to r t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  in f l ic te d  u p o n  H is  
o w n  p re fe c tly  s im p le  m a x im s  b y  an  o rd e r  o f  m e n  w h o  o f te n  re p re s e n t  n o t  H im , b u t  th o s e  
P h a r is e e s  w ith  w h o m  h e  c o n te n d e d  in  H is  l ife tim e . C h r is t 's  m is s io n  w a s  to  f ig h t  th e  p e d a n tic  
r e l ig io n  o f  H is  d ay . T h e  sa m e  m is s io n  a s s a i ls  H im  n o w  s h o u ld  H e  c o m e  b a c k  to  u s . I t  is  t ru e  
th a t  th e re  a re  m in is te rs  o f  e v e ry  d e n o m in a tio n  w h o  a re  th e  s a lt  o f  th e  e a rth . S o  i t  m a y  h a v e  
b e e n  a ls o  a m o n g  th e  P h a r is e e s . I t  is  n o t  th e y , b u t  th e  s y s te m  in to  w h ic h  th e y  a re  fo rc e d  w h ic h  
n e e d s  a n  u t te r  re fo rm , w h ic h  c a n  h a rd ly  s to p  s h o r t  o f  to ta l  a b o litio n .

V a g u e  s ta te m e n ts  a re  o f  n o  a v a il. O n e  m u s t  g e t  d o w n  to  d e ta ils , e v e n  i f  s o m e  te n d e r  so u ls  
a re  h u r t  in  th e  p ro c e s s . T h e re  is  n o  n e e d  to  b e  h u r t. T h e y  sh o u ld  le a rn  th a t  th e  b e s t  s e rv ic e  th a t  
c a n  b e  d o n e  to  th e  re a l C h r is t  is  to  m a k e  H im  re a s o n a b le , a n d  th a t  e v e ry  e ffo r t, h o w e v e r  
h u m b le , in  th a t  d ire c tio n , is  d o n e  fo r  H is  s a k e  a n d  H is  t ru e  re lig io n .

L e t  u s  a d m it  in  th e  o u ts e t  th a t  e v e ry  o n e  o f  th e  fa n ta s t ic  b e lie fs  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  fo is te d  
u p o n  m a n k in d  h a s  o r ig in a lly  h a d  so m e  t ru e  a n d  le g i t im a te  m e a n in g , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  
e x a g g e ra te d  a n d  d e fo rm e d , u n til  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m o n s tro s i ty . L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  f ir s t  th e  c a se  o f  
th a t  a u g u s t  la d y  w h o  w a s  th e  m o th e r  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  m a n k in d . S u re ly  sh e  d e s e rv e s  h o n o u r . 
W e  k n o w , i t  is  tru e , h a rd ly  a n y th in g  a b o u t  h e r , b u t  “ l ik e  m o th e r , l ik e  s o n ,” a n d  sh e  w a s  
c a re fu lly  c h o se n . I f  w e  w is h  to  h a v e  an  id e a l o f  w o m a n h o o d  w h y  n o t  M a ry  th e  w ife  o f  Jo s e p h , 
th e  h a rd -w o rk in g  p a r tn e r  o f  a  c a rp e n te r , th e  m o th e r  o f  a  la rg e  f a m ily  a n d  th e  s u ffe re r  in  th a t  
t ra g e d y  w h ic h  h a s  s tir re d  th e  w o r ld ?  A ll th is  is  re a s o n a b le . B u t  w h y  in  th e  n a m e  o f  s a n ity
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s h o u ld  w e  ca ll h e r  “ T h e  V irg in .” A re  n o t  th e  n a m e s  o f  h e r  c h ild re n  k n o w n ?  In  a n  a b s u rd  d e s ire  
to  e x a lt  h e r  a n d  m a k e  h e r  o th e r  th a n  h u m a n , o n e -h a l f  o f  th e  p e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  d r iv e n  in to  
s u p e rs t i t io n , a n d  th e  o th e r  h a l f  in to  c o n te m p tu o u s  a n d  a lm o s t  h o s ti le  n e g le c t. In  c la im in g  to o  
m u c h  h e r  s u p p o r te rs  h a v e  lo s t  th a t  u n iv e r s a l  a s s e n t  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  r ig h t  a n d  re a s o n a b le .

N o w  ta k e  th a t  s a c ra m e n t ,  th e  n a tu re  o f  w h ic h  is  d is g u is e d  u n d e r  su c h  g ra n d  n a m e s  as 
“ E u c h a r is t” a n d  “ tra n s u b s ta n t ia t io n ,” b e c a u s e  i t  is  so  o b v io u s ly  r e p e l la n t  th a t  a n y  p la in e r  w o rd  
w o u ld  c o n d e m n  it. In  its  o r ig in  i t  w a s  re a s o n a b le  a n d  c h a rm in g . I t  m e a n t  th a t  th o s e  w h o  w e re  
o f  th e  s a m e  c o m m u n io n  sh o u ld  m e e t  f ro m  tim e  to  t im e  in  g o o d  f e l lo w s h ip ,  a n d  th a t  w h e n  th e y  
d id  so  th e y  sh o u ld  b e a r  in  m in d  H im  w h o  w a s  th e  v e ry  c e n tre  o f  th a t  C o m m u n io n , th e  g e n tle  
te a c h e r  a n d  l iv in g  e x a m p le  o f  a ll th a t  w a s  g o o d . W h a t  c o u ld  b e  m o re  re a s o n a b le  th a n  th a t?  
A n d  w h a t  h a s  h u m a n  a b s u rd ity  a n d  p e rv e r s e n e s s  m a d e  o f  it?  N o  le s s  th a n  th a t  w e  e a t  a n d  d r in k  
(a n d  p re s u m a b ly  d ig e s t)  th e  a c tu a l f le s h  a n d  b lo o d  o f  G o d . S o m e , p o s s ib ly  h a l f  th e  C h r is t ia n  
b o d y , g o  to  th a t  p re p o s te ro u s  le n g th . T h e  o th e r  h a l f  h a lt  a t so m e  p o in t  j u s t  s h o r t  o f  th is  
b la s p h e m o u s  a b s u rd ity . A ll th is  in  th e  te e th  o f  a ll c o m m o n  se n se  a n d  o n  th e  f a i th  o f  a  s in g le  
te x t  o u t  o f  a  v o lu m e  w h ic h  is  n e v e r  c r i t ic a lly  e x a m in e d  th a t  i t  is  n o t  sh o w n  to  b e  fu ll o f  
m is tra n s la t io n s  a n d  in te rp o la t io n s .  I t  is  fo lly  o f  th is  so rt, fo lly  to  w h ic h  I  k n o w  n o  p a ra l le l  in  
a n y  b a rb a ro u s  re l ig io n , w h ic h  c a lls  f o r  a  ju d g m e n t  u p o n  u s . T h a t  w e  s h o u ld  c la im  th a t  th e  
w o rd s  o f  a  m a n  c o u ld  tu rn  a  w a fe r  o f  f lo u r  in to  th e  f le s h  o f  G o d  w ill  f ill o u r  p o s te r ity  w ith  
m in g le d  h o r ro r  a n d  a m u s e d  c o n te m p t.

O r  ta k e  th e  s o -c a lle d  s a c ra m e n t  o f  C o n fe s s io n . W h a t  c o u ld  b e  m o re  s e n s ib le  o r  la u d a b le  
th a n  to  ta k e  so m e  e ld e r  o f  o n e 's  o w n  se x  in to  o n e 's  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  o b ta in  h is  a d v ic e . T h e  
y o u n g  m a n  w ith  a n  in c l in a t io n  to  d r in k  o r  d e b a u c h e ry  is  g u id e d  a n d  g e n tly  re p ro v e d  b y  h is  
e ld e r . B u t  th a t  o u t o f  th is  p e r fe c tly  n a tu ra l  t r a n s a c t io n  th e re  s h o u ld  b e  so  p e rv e r s e  a n d  
d a n g e ro u s  a  p ra c t ic e  th a t  a  y o u n g  w o m a n  sh o u ld  te ll  h e r  s e c re t  th o u g h ts  to  a  c e lib a te  o f  th e  
o p p o s ite  se x  is  su re ly  s ta rk  lu n a c y . I t  is  d if f ic u l t  to  say  w h e th e r  i t  is  th e  m a n  o r  th e  w o m a n  
w h o s e  d e lic a c y  s u ffe rs  m o s t. I f  sh e  m u s t  n e e d s  c o n fe s s , th e n  in  th e  n a m e  o f  c h a s t i ty  a n d  
c o m m o n  se n se  le t  i t  b e  to  s o m e  d is c r e e t  m a tro n .

A n d  w h a t  o f  b a p tis m ?  I t  is  in te l l ig ib le  e n o u g h  th a t  so m e  c e re m o n y  sh o u ld  b e  p e r fo rm e d  in  
o rd e r  to  r e m in d  th e  a d u lt  th a t  h e  r e a l ly  d o e s  b e lo n g  to  a  c e r ta in  C o m m u n ity , w ith  th e  b e lie fs  
a n d  d u tie s  a tta c h e d . T h e re  is  n o  sp e c ia l  n e e d  f o r  su c h  a  th in g , b u t  i t  is  in te ll ig ib le . L o o k , 
h o w e v e r , a t  th e  m o n s tro u s  p e rv e r s io n  w h ic h  h a s  su p e rv e n e d . I t  h a s  b e e n  ta u g h t  th a t  o f  tw o  
u n c o n s c io u s  b a b e s , o n e  o f  w h ic h  h a s  r e c e iv e d  a  s p la s h  o f  w a te r  w ith  a  fo rm u la  w h ile  th e  o th e r  
h a s  n o t, o n e  w ill  su re ly , i f  b o th  d ie  a t  th e  t im e , b e  b le s s e d  a n d  th e  o th e r  b e  c u rs e d  f o r  ev e r. 
S h o u ld  th e  b a b e  d ie  u n s p la s h e d , th e n  th e  m o th e r  w h o  d ie s  in  b e a r in g  i t  sh a ll lie  in  c o n s e c ra te d  
g ro u n d , b u t  th e  b a b e  sh a ll b e  b u r ie d  o u ts id e  a n d  a lo n e . A g a in , I  a sk , h a s  a n y  h e a th e n  t r ib e  
a n y th in g  m o re  fa n ta s t ic  th a n  th is  in  i ts  r itu a l,  a n d  c a n  w e  e v e r  e x p e c t  th e  a f fa ir s  o f  th is  w o r ld  
to  b e  n o rm a l w h ile  w e  p ro fe s s  to  h o ld  v ie w s  in  r e l ig io n  w h ic h  n o  sa n e  m in d  c o u ld  ju s t i fy ?  I f  
su c h  th in g s  h a v e  c o m e  f ro m  th e  p r ie s th o o d , th e n  i t  is  t im e  th a t  all p r ie s th o o d  s h o u ld  b e  s w e p t 
a w a y , a n d  th a t  th e  C o m m u n ity  sh o u ld  ta k e  th e i r  r e l ig io u s  a f fa ir s  in to  th e i r  o w n  h a n d s . 
H o w e v e r  b a d ly  th e y  c o n d u c te d  th e m  it  c o u ld  n o t  b e  w o rs e  th a n  th e  o rg a n is e d  m a te r ia l is m  a n d  
s y s te m a tis e d  in s a n i ty  w h ic h  a re  th e  f r a m e w o rk  o f  p r e s e n t-d a y  r e l ig io u s  b e lie f .
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W h a t to o  o f  th e  T r in ity , w ith  i ts  in v o lv e d  a n d  m y s tic a l  th re e  in  o n e ?  H o w  s im p le  i t  is  in  i ts  
re a l i ty , a n d  h o w  m o n s tro u s  th e  g ro w th  w h ic h  B y z a n t in e  s p e c u la tio n s  h a v e  n o u r is h e d . W e  h a v e  
o u r  G o d , th e  u n th in k a b le ,  m a rv e llo u s , e v e r -p re s e n t  fo rc e  w h ic h  m a k e s  a ll a n d  p e rv a d e s  all. 
C a ll i t  “ T h e  F a th e r ,” s in c e  w e  m u s t  n e e d s  re d u c e  i t  to  o u r  h u m a n  le v e l o f  th o u g h t  a n d  
e x p re s s io n . S o  f a r  w e  a re  o n  su re  g ro u n d . T h e n  w e  h a v e  th e  S o n , o r  ra th e r , th e  S o n s , s in c e  to  
c e r ta in  h u m a n  b e in g s , w h e r e o f  J e su s  o f  N a z a re th  w a s  a n  o u ts ta n d in g  e x a m p le , th e re  is  g iv e n  
sp e c ia l  a tt r ib u te s  o f  c h a ra c te r  a n d  k n o w le d g e , b y  w h ic h  th e y  m a y  s e rv e  a s  g u id e s  a n d  te a c h e rs  
to  th e  rac e . T h e s e  ra re  so u ls  a re  G o d -c re a te d , so  w e  m a y  u s e  th e  w o rd  S o n . S o  fa r  a g a in  w e  a re  
w ith in  th e  b o u n d s  o f  in te l l ig ib le  re a so n . B u t  w h y  m a k e  a n y  th ird  p e rs o n a  p e rs o n  w h o  c a n  o n ly  
b e  d e f in e d  a s  b e in g  a n  in s p ira t io n , a n  e m a n a tio n , a n  in f lu x , o r  o th e r  n a m e s  w h ic h  a re  q u ite  
c o n tra ry  to  o u r  id e a  o f  p e rs o n a lity . T h e re  a re , w e  w ill  say , v ib ra t io n s  b e tw e e n  F a th e r  a n d  son . 
T h e s e  sa m e  v ib ra t io n s  p a s s  o n  to  u s . B u t  h o w  d o e s  th is  m a k e  a  th ird  p e rs o n , o r  w h y  s h o u ld  w e  
b e m u s e  o u r  p la in  W e s te rn  E u ro p e a n  m in d s  b y  su c h  o b v io u s  fa l la c ie s  o f  a n c ie n t  O r ie n ta l  
s p e c u la tio n ?  L e t  u s  b e  h o n e s t  w i th  o u rse lv e s , a n d  c u t  a w a y  a ll th is  d e a d  m a t te r  u n til  w e  
e x p o s e  th a t  w h ic h  is  liv in g .

A n d  th e  fa ll?  A n d  th e  A to n e m e n t?  I s  i t  n o t  c e r ta in  th a t  th e re  n e v e r  w a s  a  fa ll, a n d  th a t  i f  
th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  fa ll th e re  w o u ld  b e  n o  ju s t i c e  o r  se n se  in  su c h  a  v ic a r io u s  s a c r if ic e ?  H o w  lo n g  
a re  w e  to  c o n tin u e  to  p ro p a g a te  su c h  id e a s , w h ic h  o f fe n d  h o n e s t  m in d s  a n d  m a k e  th e m  tu rn  
a w a y  f ro m  th a t  w h ic h  is  in d e e d  r e a s o n a b le  a n d  e s se n tia l . Is  i t  n o t  e n o u g h  th a t  G o d  h a s  s e n t  a 
g r e a t  t e a c h e r  in to  th e  w o r ld  w h o  c a n  s e t  u s  a n  e x a m p le  in  th e  m o d e s ty  o f  h is  o w n  life , a n d  in  
th e  b ra v e ry  w i th  w h ic h , to  h is  o w n  d a n g e r  a n d  d e s tru c tio n , h e  p ro te s te d  a g a in s t  th e  fo rm a l, 
b ig o te d  c re e d s  o f  h is  d ay , e v e n  a s  le s s e r  m e n  a re  p ro te s t in g  n o w . M a k e  H im  re a s o n a b le , m a k e  
H im  u n d e rs ta n d a b le ;  d o  n o t  m a k e  H is  l ife  a lie n  a n d  in a p p l ic a b le  b y  d e p ic t in g  H im  as  o f  
d if f e re n t  f le s h  a n d  b lo o d  to  o u rse lv e s . I f  H e  w e re  in d e e d  so , th e n  w h e re  is  th e  m e r i t  o f  H is  
c a re e r?

T h e s e  a re  a  f e w  o f  th o s e  d o g m a s  a n d  fo rm a l te a c h in g s  w h ic h  h a v e  to  b e  u t te r ly  s w e p t a w a y , 
i f  th e  R a c e  is  in d e e d  to  m a k e  a n  a d v a n c e  to w a rd s  tru th . T h e  w h o le  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  m u s t  a lso  
g o , sa v e  a s  a  v e n e ra b le  a n d  s o m e tim e s  e d ify in g  p ie c e  o f  l i te ra tu re . I t  to u c h e s  h e ig h ts  o f  p o e try , 
a n d  p re s e rv e s  re c o rd s  o f  e a r ly  h is to ry , b u t  b e a rs  n o  re la t io n s h ip  to  re l ig io n , a n d  c a r r ie s  n o  
m e s s a g e  f ro m  G o d  to  m o d e rn  m an . I t  h a s  lo n g  p o is o n e d  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t, a s  a  c o rp s e  w o u ld  
p o is o n  a  l iv in g  b o d y  to  w h ic h  i t  w a s  c h a in e d .

C o n c e rn in g  th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  a ls o  -  m u s t  w e  n o t  u s e  o u r  G o d -g iv e n  re a s o n  in  i ts  in te r ­
p re ta tio n ?  T h e  t im e  w h ic h  e la p s e d  b e tw e e n  th e  d e a th  o f  J e s u s  a n d  th e  a s se m b ly  o f  th e  g o s p e ls  
w a s  ro u g h ly  th e  s a m e  a s  th a t  b e tw e e n  th e  d e a th  o f  S h a k e s p e a re  a n d  th e  p re s e n t  d ay . T h e re  
w e re  v e ry  m a n y  f lo a t in g  n a r ra t iv e s  a n d  Je ro m e , th e  c o m p ile r , s a id  th a t  e a c h  w a s  a  d if f e re n t  
v e rs io n . F ro m  a m o n g  th e m  a ll h e  b u i l t  u p  th e  p r e s e n t  g o s p e ls . Is  i t  n o t  p e r fe c tly  c le a r  th a t  
n o th in g  a t  a ll w a s  k n o w n  o f  th e  b ir th  a n d  in fa n c y  o f  th is  h u m b le  te a c h e r . I t  w a s  n o t  a  p u b lic  
in c id e n t  l ik e  H is  te a c h in g  a n d  H is  d e a th . T h e re fo re  in  th e  fo o lis h  id e a  o f  g lo r i fy in g  o n e , w h o  
w a s  so  m a n ife s t ly  g r e a t  th a t  H e  n e e d e d  n o  s p u r io u s  a d o rn m e n t, th e  w h o le  s to ry  o f  H is  
b e g in n in g s  is  ta k e n  f ro m  O r ie n ta l  le g e n d s  to ld  m a n y  h u n d re d s  o f  y e a rs  b e fo re . I f  th is  d id  n o t 
s u f f ic ie n tly  v i t ia te  th e  te x t  i t  is  sa id  th a t  in  th e  th ird  a n d  fo u r th  c e n tu r ie s  sp e c ia l  in q u is i to r s  
w e re  a p p o in te d  c a lle d  “ C o r re c to re s ” a n d  th a t  th e i r  d u ty  w a s  to  b r in g  th e  te x t  o f  th e  g o s p e ls  in to  
h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  a c tu a l p ra c t ic e  o f  th e  c h u rc h . I t  w o u ld  b e  in te r e s t in g  to  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  o f
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o u r  p r e s e n t  s a c ra m e n ts  a n d  h o w  m u c h  th e o lo g ic a l  c o n fu s io n  w e  o w e  to  th e  in g e n io u s  
in te rp o la t io n s  o f  th e s e  g e n tle m e n . T h e y  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  s u s ta in  r i tu a l  s in c e  r i tu a l  e n ta i ls  a 
p r ie s th o o d , to  w h ic h  th e y  b e lo n g e d . A s  to  th e  e x a c t  v a lu e  o f  r i tu a l  i t  is  w e ll  to  r e m e m b e r  th a t  
th e  m o s t  r i tu a l is t ic  o f  a ll c h u rc h e s  is  th e  R u s s ia n , a n d  th a t  th e i r  n a tio n a l  h is to ry  h a s  b e e n  a 
n ig h tm a re  o f  m u rd e r  a n d  c rim e .

A ll v a in  fo rm s  m u s t  b e  d is c a rd e d . B u t  th e re  is  s o m e th in g  to  b e  a d d e d  -  so m e th in g  o f  
in f in i te  im p o r ta n c e . W e  h a v e  to  r e c o g n is e  th a t  G o d , th e  C e n tra l  s o u rc e  o f  a ll in s p ira t io n , h a s  
n o t  c e a s e d  tw o  th o u s a n d  y e a rs  a g o  to  se n d  h is  m e s s a g e s  a n d  h is  c o n s o la t io n  to  th e  w o rld . 
T h ro u g h  th e  m o v e m e n t  w h ic h  is  c a lle d  S p ir i tu a lis m , w e  h a v e  le a rn e d  th a t  i t  is  p o s s ib le  to  g e t  
in to  to u c h  w ith  s o u rc e s  o f  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  a re  f a r  h ig h e r  th a n  o u rse lv e s , a n d  th u s  to  o b ta in  a 
c le a r  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  r e a s o n s  o f  o u r  e x is te n c e , a n d  o f  th e  fa te  w h ic h  a w a its  u s  a f te r  d e a th . 
T h is  is  th e  m o s t  w e ig h ty  m e s s a g e  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  se n t  o u t  f o r  tw o  th o u s a n d  y e a rs , a n d  i t  h a s  
b e e n  re c e iv e d  in  th e  m a in  w ith  ig n o ra n t  d e r is io n  a n d  c o n te m p t. T h is  a ls o  h a s  to  b e  a n s w e re d  
fo r  in  th e  t im e  to  c o m e . B u t  i t  is  to w a rd s  th is  so u rc e  o f  k n o w le d g e  th a t  w e  h a v e  to  tu rn  in  th e  
fu tu re . T h e  E th ic s  o f  th e  C h r is t , w i th  th e  g u id a n c e  a n d  te a c h in g  o f  th e  o th e r  w o r ld , w ill  
c o n s ti tu te  th e  w h o le  r e l ig io n  o f  th e  fu tu re , f lu id  in  fo rm  a n d  d o g m a , b u t  so lid  in  th e  e s se n tia ls , 
a n d  c o n s is te n t  a lw a y s  w ith  o u r  re a so n . A ll e ls e  m u s t  c h a n g e . T h e s e  w ra n g le s  w h ic h  w e  n o w  
se e  in  th e  C h u rc h e s , a re  l ik e  m e n  w h o  d is p u te  w h e th e r  th e y  sh a ll s it  o n  th is  b r a n c h  o r  o n  th a t  
b ra n c h , w h e n  th e  w h o le  t ru n k  is  ro t t in g  b e n e a th  th e m . I f  th e y  c o u ld  c h a n g e  th e m s e lv e s , th e n  
a ll m ig h t  b e  w e ll. I f  th e y  w ill  n o t  c h a n g e  th e m s e lv e s , th e n  su re ly  so m e th in g  w il l  c o m e  to  
c h a n g e  th e m . W h a t  th a t  s o m e th in g  m a y  b e  l ie s  in  th e  fu tu re , b u t  th e re  a re  s ig n s  th a t  th is  F u tu re  
is  n o t  f a r  a w a y . I f  th o s e  s ig n s  a re  tru e , th e n  th e  m e s s a g e  is  th a t  E n g la n d , th o u g h  h e a v ily  
s tr ic k e n , w ill  e s c a p e  m o re  l ig h tly  th a n  th o s e  c o u n tr ie s  w h e re  fo rm  a n d  d o g m a  h a v e  a n  e v e n  
s tro n g e r  g r ip  th a n  w ith  us.

L e t  m e , in  a  w o rd , re s ta te  th e  p o s it io n  a s  I  see  it. O u r  re l ig io n  h a s  b e e n  l ik e  c la y  a n d  g o ld , 
th e  c la y  o f  m a n -m a d e  d o g m a  a n d  o b s e rv a n c e , th e  g o ld  o f  th e  in n e r  S p ir itu a l m e a n in g . T h e  c la y  
h a s  lo n g  c o v e re d  th e  g o ld , so  th a t  m a n y  o f  th e  m o s t  e a rn e s t  o f  m a n k in d  h a v e  tu rn e d  a w a y  
h e a v y  h e a r te d , a n d  n e v e r  se e n  th a t  th e  g o ld  w a s  th e re . O u r  ta s k  is  to  re m o v e  th a t  c lin g in g  c la y , 
a n d  to  e x p o s e  a n d  u s e  th e  g o ld  so  th a t  n o  m a n  e v e r  m o re  c a n  d o u b t i ts  e x is te n c e .

I  w r i te  in  a  c o n s e rv a tiv e  a n d  n o t  in  a  d e s tru c tiv e  sp ir it. I  h a v e  m y  e y e s  f ix e d  n o t  u p o n  th e  
m in o r ity  o f  th is  n a tio n  w h o  b e lo n g  to  C h r is t ia n  c h u rc h e s , b u t  to  th e  m a jo r i ty  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
d r iv e n  o u t  o f  a ll c o m m u n io n s  b y  th e  fa n ta s t ic  o u t-o f -d a te  d o c tr in e s  w h ic h  a re  a d v a n c e d , a n d  
w h o  in  th e i r  r e p u ls io n  h a v e  n o w  lo s t  th e  e s s e n t ia ls  o f  re l ig io n . I f  th o s e  d o g m a s  c o u ld  b e  m a d e  
m o d e ra te  a n d  in te l l ig ib le  a s  I  h a v e  t r ie d  to  m a k e  th e m  h e re , th e n  all th o s e  m u lt i tu d e s  m a y  o n c e  
a g a in  b e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  to  th a t  G o d -c o n s c io u s n e s s  a n d  se n se  o f  th e  b e a u ty  o f  J e s u s  w h ic h  is  a t 
p r e s e n t  lo s t. T h e  C h u rc h e s , im m e rs e d  in  th e i r  o w n  p e tty  s q u a b b le s  a n d  fo rm u la s , h a v e  n o  t im e  
o r  e n e rg y  f o r  th e  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  th e  s ta te  o f  th in g s  o u ts id e  th e i r  o w n  b o rd e rs . I f  w h a t  I  h a v e  
sa id  h u r ts  a n y  te n d e r  so u l I  d o  h e re b y  e x p re s s  m y  re g re t. I  h a v e  w r i t te n  n o t  in  le v ity  o r  in  
th o u g h tle s s n e s s  b u t  u n d e r  th e  s tro n g e s t  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  I  am  h e lp in g , in  h o w e v e r  h u m b le  a 
f a s h io n , to  b r e a k  th e  g ro u n d  fo r  th e  h a rv e s t  o f  th e  fu tu re .

O n e  w o rd  in  c o n c lu s io n  a s  to  th e  e c o n o m ic  s id e , w h ic h  is  a ls o  in v o lv e d . T h is  b r in g s  u s  in to  
a n  a tm o s p h e re  o f  p o lit ic s , a n d  y e t  th e re  a re  so m e  la rg e  c o n s id e ra t io n s  w h ic h  a re  g u id in g  p o s ts
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u p o n  w h ic h  a n y  p re s e n t  p o l it ic a l  p a r ty  m a y  m a rc h . T h is  is  n o  p la c e  fo r  d e ta i ls ,  n o r  h a v e  I 
p e rh a p s  th e  p r a c tic a l  k n o w le d g e  w h ic h  w o u ld  fu rn is h  th e m , b u t  i t  is  c le a r  th a t  w e a l th  m u s t  b e  
r e g a rd e d  le s s  a  p e rs o n a l  p o s s e s s io n  a n d  m o re  as  a  t r u s t  to  b e  u s e d  f o r  th e  c o m m o n  g o o d . N o  
o n e  w h o  s u rv e y s  s o c ie ty  c a n  d o u b t  th a t  so m e  a re  to o  r ic h  a n d  s o m e  to o  p o o r , a n d  th a t  a  m e th o d  
s h o u ld  b e  fo u n d  b y  w h ic h  th e  fo rm e r  sh a ll h e lp  th e  la tte r . I t  o f fe n d s  o u r  s e n se  o f  ju s t i c e  th a t  
so m e  sh o u ld  s q u a n d e r  w e a l th  in  lu x u ry  a b ro a d , a n d  th a t  so  m a n y  w h o  w o rk  h a rd  a n d  l iv e  
p la in ly  s h o u ld  b e  so  h a rd  p re s s e d  a t  h o m e . M a n  n e e d s  l i t t le  to  h a v e  a ll th e  m a te r ia ls  fo r  
h a p p in e s s . A n  a s s u ra n c e  o f  n u tr i t io u s  fo o d , n a tu re , lo v e , m u s ic , l i te ra tu re , g a m e s , c le a n ly  
o rd e r ly  h o u s e s  -  i f  a  m a n  h a s  th e s e  th in g s , w h ic h  sh o u ld  c o m e  w ith in  th e  c o m p a s s  o f  a ll, th e n  
h e  sh o u ld , w ith  a n  o c c a s io n a l  c h a n g e , h a v e  a ll th a t  l if e  c a n  g iv e  in  th e  w a y  o f  c o n te n tm e n t. 
W h e n  e v e ry  m a n  a n d  w o m a n  h a v e  su c h  a  p ro s p e c t  th e n  th e  so c ia l p o s i t io n  is  so u n d . S u c h  a 
s o lu tio n  is  n o t  to  b e  g a in e d  b y  b lo o d s h e d , o r  b y  th e  v io le n t  d e s tru c tio n  o f  e x is t in g  G o v e rn m e n t, 
b u t  i t  is  to  b e  g ra d u a l ly  w o rk e d  f o r  as th e  m e th o d s  to  a tta in  i t  u n fo ld  th e m s e lv e s . T h e  p re s e n t  
in e q u a l i t ie s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  m is e r ie s  o f  l if e  a re  a m o n g  th e  c a u se s  w h ic h  m a k e  fo r  d is a s te r .

In  c o n c lu s io n  I  sh o u ld  say  th a t  th e  v ie w s  e x p e r ie n c e d  a re  m y  o w n  a n d  a re  q u ite  in d e p e n d e n t  
o f  th e  S p ir i tu a lis t ic  O rg a n is a t io n .

THE
PSYCHIC BOOKSHOP

LIBRARY AND MUSEUM,

2 , V I C T O R I A  S T R E E T ,  S . W . 1 .

P ro p r ie to r  -  S ir  A R T H U R  C O N A N  D O Y L E .

T e l e p h o n e ,  F ra n k lin  6 2 4 8 . C a b le s , “ E c to p la s m , S o w e s t .”

This Bookshop keeps a unique stock of psychic books, old and new. It is  also prepared to 
supply customers w ith any non-psychic literature w ithin a day of order.

It has been established to give a public outlet f o r  our literature in the most central point o f 
London. Therefore it appeals to all psychic students for support. If  ever profits should be 

earned they will be devoted to the cause.

We s u p p l y  p s y c h i c  libraries o f 50 volumes at very reduced prices, payable by instalments,
to churches, societies, etc.

The Circulating Library send books by post at 2/6 a m onth or one guinea a year.

The M useum (entrance one shilling) contains many objects o f psychic interest.

H o u r s  9 to  6.
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THE HAUNTING OF CONAN DOYLE
B y  L e s l i e  P r ic e

F o r  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  i t  w a s  a  d ay  w h ic h  c h a n g e d  h is  l ife  d e e p ly  a n d  p e rm a n e n tly , as h e  
e x p la in e d  in  a  le t te r  to  h is  f r ie n d  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e :

“Pheneas first came through on Dec 10th 1922. He at once plunged into this subject and has 
spoken about it continually ever since. He seems to have been sent to us for that express purpose. 
It was this which made me take it seriously but as my synopsis shows there have been shadows 
before...” 2

P h e n e a s  w a s  a  sp ir i t  g u id e  in  th e  A C D  h o m e  c irc le  w h o  p ro p h e s ie d  im m in e n t w o r ld w id e  
c a ta c ly sm . T h e  b e lie f , o r  h a lf -b e lie f , th a t  th is  w a s  a b o u t to  h a p p e n , m a d e  th e ir  o rd in a ry  life  
o v e rsh a d o w e d , to  p u t  i t  n o  s tro n g e r. A n d  P h e n e a s  d id  n o t  j u s t  p re d ic t  th is  o n c e  -  h e  k e p t  on  
a b o u t it, m o n th  a f te r  m o n th , y e a r  a f te r  y e a r. M o re o v e r , C o n a n  D o y le  h a d  a v a ila b le  a  c o lle c tio n  
o f  o th e r  p ro p h e c ie s , re c e iv e d  th ro u g h  m a n y  so u rc e s , w h ic h  a lso  p ro p h e s ie d  d isa s te r . I t  w a s  th is  
c o lle c tio n  w h ic h  h e  s e n t in  s u m m a ry  fo rm  to  L o d g e .

T h e  P h e n e a s  c a se  h a s  b e e n  g e n e ra lly  n e g le c te d  b y  b o th  a d m ire rs  a n d  c r it ic s  o f  D o y le . O n e  
re a s o n  u n d o u b te d ly  is  th a t  th e re  w a s  n o  su c h  c a ta c ly sm . E a r th q u a k e s  c o n tin u e d  to  h a p p e n  
re g u la r ly , b u t  w h o le  c o u n tr ie s  d id  n o t  v a n ish . T h e re  w a s  a  w o r ld  w a r  e v e n tu a lly  a n d  lo ts  o f  
s m a lle r  w a rs , b u t  n o th in g  th a t  e n d e d  th e  o ld  o rd er.

A  se c o n d  re a s o n  is  th a t  th e  fu ll m a te r ia l  w a s  n o t  a v a ila b le . E v e n  th e  b o o k  “ P h e n e a s  S p e a k s” w a s  
a  m u c h  e d ite d  a c co u n t. T h e  o r ig in a l re c o rd s  e n d e d  u p  a t th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  T e x a s . F e w  h a v e  
c o n s u lte d  th em . I f  w e  h a v e  n o t  c o n s id e re d  th e  fu ll re c o rd s , w e  c a n n o t a d d  m u ch . M a n y  o th e r  
D o y le  fa m ily  p a p e rs  w e re  lo n g  w ith d ra w n  f ro m  p u b lic  v iew .

T h e  P h e n e a s  te a c h in g s  a d d e d  to  D o y le ’s re lig io u s  ra d ic a lism , g iv in g  an  e x tra  se n se  o f  u rg e n c y . 
H is  t ra c t  “ A  w o rd  o f  w a rn in g ” re p r in te d  in  th is  is s u e  o f  P s y p io n e e r  e x p re s s e d  th is , a lth o u g h  lik e  
th e  P h e n e a s  b o o k , i t  w a s  c irc u m s p e c t  a b o u t th e  d e ta i ls  o f  th e  p o s s ib le  h o r ro r  to  co m e .

In  1974  Je ff re y  M e ik le , a  y o u n g  sc h o la r  a t th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  T e x a s  l ib ra ry  h a d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  
e x a m in in g  th e  o r ig in a l P h e n e a s  m a te ria l. W ith  h is  p e rm is s io n  w e  q u o te  f ro m  h is  g ro u n d b re a k in g  
p ap e r.

[“ ‘O v e r  T h e re ’ : A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  a n d  S p ir itu a lism ” T h e  L ib ra ry  C h ro n ic le  o f  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  
o f  T e x a s , n .s .#  8 (1 9 7 4 ), 2 2 -3 7 ; re p r in te d  in  C r itic a l E s s a y s  o n  S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le , ed. 
H a ro ld  O re l (N e w  Y o rk : G . K . H a ll, 1 9 92), 2 7 1 -8 1 .]

“ D o y le  h im s e l f  b e c a m e  a c tiv e ly  in v o lv e d  w h e n  a n  A ra b ia n  s p ir i t  c a l le d  P h e n e a s ,  w h o  h a d  
a n n o u n c e d  h im s e l f  a s  a  p e rs o n a l  g u id e  in  D e c e m b e r  1 9 2 2 , b e g a n  r e v e a l in g  d e ta i ls  o f  th e

2 March 11 1927 SPR archives- Doyle/Lodge 540
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m o d e rn  w o r ld 's  A t la n te a n  f u tu r e .3 C o m m u n ic a t in g  b y  m e a n s  o f  J e a n  D o y le ’ s a u to m a tic  
w r i t in g  a n d  t r a n c e  s p e a k in g , P h e n e a s  in fo rm e d  th e m  in  1923  th a t  h u m a n ity  w a s  “ s in k in g  in to  
a  s lo u g h  o f  e v il  a n d  m a te r ia l i s m ” c a u s e d  b y  th e  p re s e n c e  o n  th e  e a r th ’s s u r fa c e  o f  th o u s a n d s  
o f  e v il  s p ir i ts  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  p ro g re s s e d  b e y o n d  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  s p ir i tu a l  p la n e s . “ G o d 's  o w n  
l ig h t  m u s t  d e s c e n d  a n d  b u rn  u p  th e  e v il f u m e s ,” h e  sa id , a n d  a  b a n d  o f  s p ir i tu a l  s c ie n t is ts  w a s  
a lr e a d y  a t  w o r k  “ c o n n e c t in g  v ib ra to ry  l in e s  o f  s e is m ic  p o w e r ” to  b r in g  a b o u t  p re l im in a ry  
e a r th q u a k e s  a n d  t id a l  w a v e s . T h e  la te  w a r  w o u ld  b e  “ a s  n o th in g , n o th in g , n o th in g , c o m p a re d  
w i th  w h a t  l ie s  a h e a d .” D o y le 's  o w n  ta s k , P h e n e a s  sa id , w a s  “ to  p r e p a r e  m e n ’s m in d s  so  th a t  
w h e n  th e  a w a k e n in g  c o m e s  th e y  sh a ll  b e  m o re  re a d y  to  r e c e iv e  i t ” . D o y le  w o u ld  a c t  a s  “ a 
b a t te ry  to  o th e r s ,"  a n d  th e  “ w h o le  w o r ld . . .  in  i ts  g r e a t  e x tr e m ity ” w o u ld  “ c l in g ” to  h is  r e c o rd  
o f  th e  r e v e la t io n s .

In  1 9 2 4  P h e n e a s  b e g a n  to  p r o v id e  s p e c if ic  d e ta i ls .  T h e  “ c o m in g  w o r ld - s u r r e n d e r  to  G o d ” 
w o u ld  b e g in  a t  h a rv e s t  t im e  in  1 9 2 5  w i th  a  g r e a t  s to rm  m o v in g  f ro m  w e s t  to  e a s t , fo l lo w e d  
b y  “ a  t r e m e n d o u s  u p h e a v a l  in  C e n tra l  E u r o p e ,” “ th e  s u b m e rg in g  o f  a  C o n t in e n t ,” a n d  th e n  “ a 
g r e a t  l ig h t  f ro m  o n  h ig h .” H a rd ly  a  n a t io n  w o u ld  e s c a p e . A m e r ic a  w o u ld  f a c e  c iv i l  w a r ;  
R u s s ia ,  th a t  “ b la c k  m a r k  u p o n  th e  m a p  o f  h u m a n i ty ,” w o u ld  b e  d e s tro y e d ;  A f r ic a  w o u ld  b e  
f lo o d e d ;  B ra z il  w o u ld  s u f f e r  “ a n  e ru p t io n  o f  a n  e x tr a o rd in a ry  k in d ” ; a n d  th e  V a t ic a n , th a t  
“ s in k  o f  in iq u i ty ” f ro m  w h ic h  “ c o u n tle s s  v e in s  o f  p o is o n  f lo w  to  h u m a n i ty ,” w o u ld  b e  
“ w ip e d  o f f  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  g lo b e .” E n g la n d , h o w e v e r ,  w o u ld  b e  “ th e  b e a c o n  l ig h t  in  th is  d a rk  
w o r ld .” A lr e a d y  C h r is t  h a d  a p p ro a c h e d  th e  “ p o w e r - s ta t io n ” b e in g  e re c te d  a ro u n d  D o y le 's  
h o m e  a n d  w o u ld  s o o n  m a k e  h is  p r e s e n c e  k n o w n . T h e n  h e  w o u ld  w i th d ra w  to  m a k e  f in a l  
p r e p a r a t io n s  b e fo r e  r e tu r n in g  to  p ro c la im  h im s e lf ,  a f te r  w h ic h  D o y le  w o u ld  “ ra l ly  ro u n d  
H im ” f o r  th e  f in a l  b a tt le .  In  a  sm a ll  le a th e r  n o te b o o k  e n t i t le d  “ P r o p h e s ie d  C o u rs e  o f  E v e n ts ,” 
D o y le  r e c o r d e d  th a t  “ th e  w h o le  p ro c e s s  w il l  t a k e  s o m e  y e a r s ,  b u t  I  sh a ll  s u rv iv e  to  th e  e n d , 
th e n  p a s s  o v e r  w i th  m y  w h o le  f a m i ly ,” a  c o n c lu s io n  s u p p o r te d  b y  a  W in n ip e g  m e d iu m ’s 
p r e d ic t io n  th a t  h e  w o u ld  “ n o t  d ie  in  th e  o rd in a ry  s e n s e .”

H e  a p p a re n tly  a c c e p te d  c o m p le te ly  th e s e  r e v e la t io n s  f ro m  P h e n e a s .  A m o n g  f r ie n d s  h e  
c ir c u la te d  “ A  S h o r t  S y n o p s is  o f  S o m e  C o r r o b o ra t io n s ” c o n ta in in g  m o re  th a n  e ig h ty  
p ro p h e c ie s  o f  a  s im i la r  n a tu re  r e p o r te d  b y  o th e r  m e d iu m s . W h e n  th e  a u tu m n  o f  1925  p a s s e d  
w i th o u t  r e m a rk a b le  in c id e n t ,  P h e n e a s  e x p la in e d  th a t  p r e p a r a t io n s  w o u ld  ta k e  lo n g e r  th a n  
e x p e c te d , s in c e  th e y  h a d  u n d e re s t im a te d  th e  s tr e n g th  o f  th e  e n e m y . A s  a  m e a s u re  o f  c o n c e rn  
i t  m ig h t  b e  n o te d  th a t  in  1 9 2 7  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  s p ir i tu a l is t  c o m m u n ity  w e r e  s e r io u s ly  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  p ro b le m  o f  h o w  th e y  w o u ld  d is t r ib u te  th e i r  l i te r a tu r e  in  th e  c o m in g  c r is is ,  in  
th e  e v e n t  o f  “ in te r ru p t io n  o f  r a i lw a y  c o m m u n ic a t io n .” 4 P h e n e a s  h a d  w a rn e d  D o y le  n o t  to  
p u b l ic iz e  h is  p r o p h e c ie s  u n t i l  a f te r  th e  f i r s t  d e f in i te  s ig n s  o f  th e i r  fu lf i l lm e n t ,  b u t  e a r ly  in  
1 9 2 7  h is  P s y c h ic  P r e s s  a n d  B o o k s h o p , lo c a te d  in  L o n d o n , o f fe r e d  a n  e x p u rg a te d  v e r s io n  
c a lle d  P h e n e a s  S p e a k s , c o n ta in in g  e x c e rp ts  o f  a  g e n e ra l ly  s e n tim e n ta l ,  u p l i f t in g  n a tu re .

3 The following quotations come from several series o f typed transcripts, each with its own pagination, and all 
catalogued as “Pheneas speaks.”

4 J. Engledow to George Vale Owen, 17 M arch 1927.
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A  c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  b o o k  w i th  th e  o r ig in a l  ty p e s c r ip t  in d ic a te s  th a t  D o y le  w a s  n o t  a b o v e  
h e lp in g  o u t  P h e n e a s  o n  o c c a s io n . W h e re  th e  ty p e d  t r a n s c r ip t  h a d  P h e n e a s  s ta t in g  th a t  “ th e  
l ig h t  w il l  b e  th e  g r e a te r  f o r  th e  d a rk n e s s  y o u  h a v e  p a s s e d  th r o u g h ,” D o y le  w ro te  in  in k  a 
c o n c lu d in g  p h ra s e  f o r  th e  s e n te n c e  -“ in  f ig h t in g  f o r  t r u th ” - a n d  th e  b o o k  c o n ta in e d  th e  
a d d i t io n  (p . 3 6 ). B u t  h is  h a n d w r i t te n  in te r l in e a t io n s  e n c o m p a s s e d  m o re  th a n  e x a c tn e s s  o f  
e x p re s s io n . T o  p r e v io u s ly  ty p e d  m e s s a g e s  r e c e iv e d  in  1925  h e  a d d e d  s u p p o s e d ly  p ro p h e t ic  
r e m a rk s  c o n c e rn in g  e a r th q u a k e s  a n d  s to rm s  in  R u s s ia ,  J a m a ic a ,  a n d  A u s t ra l ia ,  c o m p le te  w i th  
fo o tn o te s  d e s c r ib in g  th e i r  a c tu a l  o c c u r r e n c e  in  1 9 2 6  a n d  1 9 2 7 . T h e s e  a ls o  a p p e a re d  in  th e  
p u b l is h e d  b o o k  (p p . 116 , 12 3 , 1 2 7 ). O n e  m ig h t  s u s p e c t  D o y le  o f  f a b r ic a t in g  a ll th e  m e s s a g e s ,  
b u t  i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  h e  h o p e d  to  e n s u re  th e  b o o k ’s a c c e p ta n c e  w i th  a  f e w  d ra m a tic a l ly  fu lf i l le d  
p r e d ic t io n s .

T h e s e  f e w  p a th e t ic  la p s e s  f ro m  h is  c u s to m a r i ly  s tr ic t  e th ic a l  c o d e  d o  n o t  d e tr a c t  
s ig n i f ic a n t ly  f ro m  h is  r e c o rd  a s  a  s e lf le s s  c a m p a ig n e r  f o r  th e  w o r ld 's  m o ra l  r e fo rm a tio n  
th ro u g h  s p ir i tu a lis m . S h o r tly  b e fo r e  h is  d e a th  D o y le  w ro te  to  a  f r ie n d  th a t  h e  h a d  “ b ro k e n  m y  
h e a r t  in  th e  a t te m p t  to  g iv e  o u r  s p ir i tu a l  k n o w le d g e  to  th e  w o r ld  a n d  to  g iv e  th e m  s o m e th in g  
l iv in g , in s te a d  o f  th e  d e a d  a n d  d u s ty  s tu f f  w h ic h  is  s e rv e d  o u t  to  th e m  in  th e  n a m e  o f  
r e l ig io n .” B y  th a t  t im e  D o y le  h a d  b e g u n  to  w o n d e r  i f  h e  a n d  h is  w if e  w e r e  “ v ic t im s  o f  s o m e  
e x tr a o rd in a ry  p ra n k  p la y e d  u p o n  th e  h u m a n  r a c e  f ro m  th e  o th e r  s id e ,” s in c e  n o n e  o f  th e  
P h e n e a s  p r e d ic t io n s  h a d  m a te r ia l iz e d ,  b u t  h is  f a i th  in  s u rv iv a l  i t s e l f  n e v e r  w a v e r e d .5 H e  
lo o k e d  f o rw a rd  to  h is  o w n  p a s s a g e  “ o v e r  th e r e ” a s  a  g lo r io u s  n e w  b e g in n in g , a n d  w h e n  th e  
e v e n t  o c c u r r e d  o n  7 J u ly  1 9 3 0 , i t  w a s  a  c a u s e  f o r  q u ie t  c e le b ra t io n  a m o n g  h is  f a m ily  a n d  
f r ie n d s .”

Dr Meikle is now Professor of American Studies and Art History at the University 
of Texas at Austin. Recently he kindly reread his paper, and commented to 
Psypioneer.

“ O f  c o u rse  i t  is  n o w  35 y e a rs  in  th e  p a s t, m y  f ir s t  p u b lic a tio n  as a  y o u n g  sc h o la r  o n ly  25  y e a rs  
o ld , a n d  in  a  f ie ld  I  s u b se q u e n tly  le ft. H o w e v e r , I 'm  su rp r ise d  a t h o w  p ro fe s s io n a l  i t  seem s, 
e x c e p t  fo r  a  to n e  o f  sa rc a sm  th a t  o c c a s io n a lly  c re e p s  in  o n  th e  s u b je c t o f  w h a t  se e m e d  to  m e  
D o y le 's  c re d u lity . T h e  e ssa y  w a s  re p r in te d  in  1992  b y  H a ro ld  O re l in  h is  a n th o lo g y  “ C ritic a l 
E s s a y s  o n  S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le .” O th e r  th a n  th a t  I  d o n 't  re c a ll an y  re a c tio n s  to  th e  e s sa y  o n e  
w a y  o r  th e  o th e r. I 'v e  n o t  w r it te n  a n y th in g  fu r th e r  o n  sp ir i tu a lism , th o u g h  g iv e n  u n lim ite d  t im e  I 
w o u ld  so m e d a y  w r ite  a b o u t P e rc y  H a rr is o n  F a w c e tt, a  f a s c in a tin g  f ig u re  w h o s e  e x p lo ra tio n s  in  
th e  A m a z o n  re g io n  w e re  d r iv e n  b y  c a ta s tro p h is t  p re d ic tio n s  tra n s m itte d  th ro u g h  m ed iu m s .

5 D oyle to W alter G ibbons, 17 M arch 1930 (typed copy).
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I  th in k  i t  is  to o  s tro n g  to  say  th a t  I  a c c u se d  D o y le  o f  frau d . Y o u 're  r e fe r r in g  to  th e  la s t  th re e  
p a ra g ra p h s  o f  th e  e ssay , w h ic h  a re  b a s e d  o n  m y  c o m p a r is o n  o f  th e  ty p e d  P h e n e a s  tra n s c r ip ts  w ith  
th e  p u b lis h e d  b o o k  “P h e n e a s  S p e a k s .” I  s u g g e s t  th a t  D o y le  d id  n o t  a lw a y s  t ra n s c r ib e  s e le c tio n s  
f ro m  th e  tra n s c r ip ts  v e rb a tim  b u t  e d ite d  th e m  to  m a k e  th e  la n g u a g e  m o re  c o n v in c in g . T h is  w a s  
c o m m o n  in  th a t  e ra . In  a d d itio n , h o w e v e r , I  d id  f in d  so m e  sp e c if ic  p ro p h e c ie s  in  th e  b o o k  th a t  
a re  n o t  in  th e  ty p e d  tra n s c r ip ts  h e ld  b y  th e  R a n s o m  C e n te r. T h e se  c o in c id e d  w ith  e v e n ts  th a t  h a d  
in d e e d  a lre a d y  o c c u rre d  in  th e  rea l w o rld . I t  se e m e d  to  m e  th e s e  w e re  a d d e d  to  m a k e  i t  se em  as 
i f  su b s e q u e n t e v e n ts  c o n f irm e d  th e  p ro p h e c ie s . Is  th is  f ra u d  o f  th e  so rt  p ra c tic e d  b y  a  m a n  lik e  
C ra n d o n ?  I  d o n 't  th in k  so. D o y le  w a s  an  o ld  m a n  w h o  b e lie v e d  im p lic itly  in  th e  re v e la t io n s  he  
h a d  re c e iv e d  a n d  w is h e d  to  im p re ss  th e m  u p o n  a  d o u b tin g  w o rld . I  r e fe r  to  th is  e p iso d e  as  “ th e se  
f e w  p a th e tic  la p s e s  f ro m  h is  c u s to m a rily  s tr ic t  e th ic a l c o d e .” I t 's  n o t  a  w h o le s a le  a tte m p t a t f ra u d  
b u t  m o re  o f  an  e m b ro id e ry  o n  re v e la t io n s  h e  w h o le h e a r te d ly  b e lie v e d  in.

I  w is h  m y  d o c u m e n ta tio n  w a s  m o re  c o m p le te , b u t  th e  s ty le  o f  th e  jo u rn a l  e n c o u ra g e d  
m in im a lism , as I  re c a ll. I f  y o u  w is h  to  c o m p a re  th e  ty p e d  tra n s c r ip ts  w ith  th e  p u b lis h e d  b o o k , 
p le a s e  k e e p  in  m in d  m y  fo o tn o te  o n  p. 35 , s ta tin g  th a t  th e  q u o ta tio n s  I  u s e d  “ c o m e  f ro m  se v era l 
s e rie s  o f  ty p e d  tra n sc r ip ts , e a c h  w ith  its  o w n  p a g in a tio n , a n d  all c a ta lo g u e d  [by  th e  R a n so m  
C e n te r]  as ‘P h e n e a s  s p e a k s ’ .” W e re  th e re  o th e r  tra n s c r ip ts  in  D o y le 's  p o s s e s s io n  th a t  a re  n o t  p a r t  
o f  th e  R a n s o m  h o ld in g s?  P e rso n a lly  I  d o u b t it. T h e  D o y le  sp ir i tu a lism  c o lle c tio n  is  so  v a s t  an d  
a p p a re n tly  c o m p le te  th a t  I  c a n 't  im a g in e  a n y th in g  h a v in g  b e e n  o m itte d . I 'm  so rry  I  c a n ’t  p ro v id e  
an y  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  w is h  y o u  w e ll in  fo llo w in g  u p  o n  th is  is s u e .”

A positive view of Conan Doyle’s attitude was provided by the biographer Julian
B. Arnold in his book “Giants in Dressing Gowns “(1942).p.193-6. This has been 
reprinted in another Doylean anthology edited by Harold Orel: Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle: Interviews and Recollections (1991),

A rn o ld  w ro te :

“Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, shortly after the close of the Great War, began to gather examples 
of automatic-writings received by ‘sensitives ’ during the period between 1920 and 1923. My 
own collection of those materials, fascinating though inexplicable, was of such a nature that 
Doyle asked me to supply him with copies, and my compliance led to a long and interesting 
correspondence. He made an exhaustive study of the combined series, arriving at the 
conclusion that they all agreed in another universal war late in 1939 or early in 1940. After 
the manner of automatic-writings, the precise time and even the nature of the disasters 
foretold were not defined, but each separate writing concurred in the general prophecy of 
the perturbed experiences through which the civilized world has recently passed and now 
protestingly endures.

Sir Arthur's interpretations of the evil omens, so uniformly described in the writings 
examined, were made to me twelve years ago when the political skies were moderately 
serene, but as one regards the darkness of those skies today it is strange to recall the famous
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novelist’s prescience and the correctness of his readings of the scroll of fate. The last of his 
letters to me on those matters gloomily confirmed his forebodings. It reads:

Windlesham,
Crowborough,
Sussex.

Oct. 6th, 1927
DEAR MR ARNOLD,

Many thanks for your valuable letter.
You can have no idea of what a concentration of evidence there is, in the automatic- 

writings, upon this world disaster, nor how remarkably consistent the various accounts are.
I have, I should think, 50,000 words (in automatic-writings) on this subject, all carefully 

copied out and extending over three years.
Then I have about sixty independent testimonies of the coming of a world disaster.
Time is their difficulty but the general impression is that it is at the end of the next 

decade.
America will, I fear, suffer greatly. Also Central Europe. Also the Mediterranean basin. 

Ireland also, but the British isles less. But all are to catch it. Such is the general sinister 
scheme.

That is how I get it. But they always emphasize that it is the good spiritual outcome and 
not the sad material means which should be borne in mind. There are to be great psychic 
accompaniments and something corresponding to the Second Coming, though hardly as 
pictured.

I have told you more details than to anyone else, and I don’t want to seem an alarmist.
Yours sincerely,

A. CONAN DOYLE

It was to prepare against the prognosticated Armageddon that Doyle bent most of his 
later energies, and few men have better used their abilities to that end or striven more 
diligently to promote good understanding between Americans and Britishers.”
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Some members of the Doyle family were not impressed by the Pheneas 
material. Georgina Doyle’s book “Out of the Shadows - the untold story of 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s First Family” (2004) champions ACD’s daughter Mary 
who with Kingsley was the offspring of that first marriage...

“ A t  th a t  t im e  [i.e . 1 9 2 9 ] M a ry  w a s  d e e p ly  in te r e s te d  in  h e r  f a th e r ’s g u id e , o r  g u a rd ia n , in  
th e  s p ir i t  w o r ld . T h is  w a s  P h e n e a s ,  d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  C h a ld e a n  o f  g r e a t  a n t iq u i ty  w h o  h a d  to ld  
A r th u r  th a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  c h o s e n  to  m a k e  s p ir i tu a lis m  u n iv e r s a l ly  u n d e r s to o d  a n d  a c c e p te d . 
M a ry  a ls o  r e f e r r e d  in  th e  a r t ic le  to  h e r  s te p m o th e r ’ s r e m a rk a b le  m e d iu m is t ic  p o w e r s  -  b u t  w e  
h e a r  n o th in g  o f  th is  la te r , w h ic h  in d ic a te s  th a t  M a ry  m a y  h a v e  c h a n g e d  h e r  m in d  o n  th is  
p o in t.  J e a n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  g e n u in e , b u t  i t  is  l ik e ly  th a t  im a g in a t io n  a n d  w is h fu l  th in k in g  
a u g m e n te d  a n y  re a l  p o w e r  sh e  m a y  h a v e  h a d .

I t  is  d i f f ic u l t  to  b e  o b je c t iv e  h e re  - A r th u r  s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e l ie v e d  im p l ic i t ly  th a t  h is  w ife  
h a d  a c q u ir e d  th e  g r e a t  g i f t  o f  in s p i r e d  w r i t in g , w h ic h  la te r  c h a n g e d  to  s e m i- t r a n c e  
in s p i r a t io n a l  t a lk in g .  T h e re  is  n o  d o u b t  th a t  th e  b o o k  P h e n e a s  S p e a k s  is  a  t ru e  a c c o u n t  o f  
c o n v e rs a t io n s  in  s é a n c e s  p u rp o r t in g , th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m s h ip  o f  J e a n , to  b e  b e tw e e n  A r th u r  
h im s e l f  a n d  v a r io u s  f a m ily  m e m b e rs ,  f r ie n d s ,  a n d  o th e r s  in  th e  s p ir i t  w o r ld . H o w e v e r  i t  is  
im p o s s ib le  to  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  is  g e n u in e  a n d  h o w  m u c h  is  J e a n ’ s im a g in a t io n .  J o h n  w a s  
q u i te  s u re  h is  a u n t  h a d  n o  m e d iu m is t ic  p o w e rs , a n d  w h e n  I  a s k e d  C la ir e  O ld h a m  i f  sh e  
b e l ie v e d  th a t  J e a n  w a s  g e n u in e  m e d iu m  th e  a n s w e r  w a s  a  fo r th r ig h t  “ G o o d  G o d , n o .” In  f a c t  
k n o w in g  th a t  J e a n  c ra v e d  a t te n tio n , i t  is  e a sy  to  im a g in e  th a t  a f te r  a n  in i t ia l  s h o w  o f  
r e lu c ta n c e  sh e  r e a l iz e d  th a t  sh e  c o u ld  e n jo y  c o n s id e r a b le  n o to r ie ty  b y  p u r s u in g  th e  
a c q u is i t io n  o f  m e d iu m is t ic  g if ts .  S h e  h a d  im a g in a t io n  a n d  a  th e a t r ic a l  n a tu re ,  a n d  o b v io u s ly  
w a n te d  to  im p r e s s  h e r  h u s b a n d .” 6

Georgina Doyle goes on to critically analyse the flattering references to Jean 
and her children in “Pheneas Speaks”.

It is time to draw together these differing testimonies. Unfortunately if Conan 
Doyle did “improve” before publication the prophecies that came through 
Pheneas, by adding details after the event, psychical researchers would take a 
serious view. One of their core activities is scrutinising written or transcribed 
communications for evidence of paranormality. Hitherto Conan Doyle has been 
regarded as inaccurate at times, but not as wilfully altering records.

We may reasonably conclude that Pheneas was an entity who led Conan Doyle 
astray with prophecies of imminent doom that were not fulfilled. ACD’s belief 
in him fluctuated, but the full text of the 1930 Gibbon letter shows that it 
basically remained to the end, despite doubts. It is interesting that Pheneas does 
not feature in the post-mortem communications received by Grace Cooke. 
Pheneas had vanished, leaving not a rack behind. LESLIE PRICE 6

6 Pages 248-9.
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Conan Doyle’s resignation from the SPR

PP Introductory note: F irs tly , w e  re p r in t  b e lo w , c o n te m p o ra ry  S p ir itu a lis t  re a c tio n . T h is  is 
fo llo w e d  b y  th e  S P R ’s o ff ic ia l re sp o n se .

THE INTERNATIONAL

PSYCHIC GAZETTE
No. 200. VOL. 18. MAY, 1930. PRICE SIXPENCE NET

O ur Outlook Tower.

THE C R ISIS IN TH E SO C IETY  FO R  
PSY C H IC A L  R E SEA R C H .

HEARTY SUPPORT FOR SIR A. CONAN DOYLE.

M R . W . H . S A L T E R , th e  H o n o ra ry  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  S .P .R ., in  a  le t te r  to  o u rse lv e s  p u b lis h e d  la s t  
m o n th , said : -

“ T h e  S o c ie ty  h a s  re c e iv e d  se v e ra l le tte rs  f ro m  p ro m in e n t S p ir itu a lis ts  s tro n g ly  d isa p p ro v in g  
o f  S ir  A r th u r 's  a c tio n  a n d  e x p re s s in g  c o m p le te  c o n fid e n c e  in  th e  S o c ie ty 's  m e th o d s .”

W e  m e n tio n e d  th a t  S ir  A rth u r, o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , h a d  re c e iv e d  m a n y  le t te rs  f ro m  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  S o c ie ty  w h o  sy m p a th ise d  w ith  h is  ac tio n , a n d  w e  p u b lis h  b e lo w  sh o rt  e x c e rp ts  f ro m  th e se , 
w h ic h  m a y  b e  le f t  to  s p e a k  fo r  th e m s e lv e s  as to  th e  k in d  o f  “ c o m p le te  c o n fid e n c e  in  th e  S o c ie ty 's  
m e th o d s ” a t p re s e n t  e n te r ta in e d .

A W AVE OF RESIGNATIONS

“ I h a v e  re s ig n e d  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  th e  S .P .R . I  re c e iv e d  n o  h e lp  f ro m  it .”

“ I  b e c a m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S .P .R . so m e  y e a rs  ag o , b u t  i t  s e e m e d  to  m e  th e y  w e re  d o in g  
n o th in g  c o n s tru c tiv e , so  I  d ro p p e d  m y  m e m b e rs h ip .”
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“After being a member since 1911, I resigned last year for practically the same reasons, after 
Mrs. Bulley and several other members had tried to instil some life into the Society without 
success.”

“As far as I and many others are concerned, I can only say that the S.P.R. seems to go out of 
its way to deny comfort to the bereaved... I have subscribed to the S.P.R. for this year... If there 
is no improvement I shall cease to belong to it.”

“Your letter has been a real guide in the matter, and I shall hope to take advantage of your 
advice.”

“I am considering your suggestion that I should join your campaign of resignation, but at 
present am inclined to wait for Sir Oliver Lodge's pronouncement.”

“I wish to sympathise with your action and to tell you that I, too, resigned my membership 
some time ago. . . . I am very glad I have nothing more to do with them.”

“That you can still wield efficient weapons is evident by your letter of resignation from the
S.P.R. I thank you for it. I have many times resented the attitude of that organisation, and shall 
not renew my membership.”

“DISGUSTED”

“I have been so disgusted with the hostile attitude of the Society towards everything which 
could not be brought within the bounds of Telepathy that I have already resigned my 
membership, which discontinued last December.”

“I may say that I read Mr. Besterman's article in the January number of the journal just after I 
had finished reading Mrs. Hack's book, and I have immediately sent in my resignation to the 
Society, feeling that it was of no help to me in my psychic studies.”

“Only the hope that there was some chance of altering the methods of the Society has induced 
me to continue my membership, and I have this year come to the same conclusion as yourself 
that this is hopeless. It seems a pity that the oldest body of all should be left to people who are 
ruining it, and with whom hardly any medium will sit.”

“I wrote them in the same indignant fashion some months ago in regard to some criticisms 
that appeared in the Journal, and the only reply I received was, the Society was not responsible 
for the opinions expressed by its contributors !”

“It is not only Spiritualists who are seriously upset by the present methods of the S.P.R. It 
seemed to me months ago that the handing over to a Jesuit priest the decision as to the 
genuineness of the Scripts of Cleophas was an impertinence, and I wrote to the Secretary about 
it, of course without avail. I have since left the Society, after having belonged to it since its 
inception. It seems to me that the S.P.R. officials are running pretty close to the wind, for they
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a re  ta k in g  m o n e y  in  th e  fo rm  o f  s u b sc r ip tio n s  f ro m  m e m b e rs  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  P sy c h ic a l 
R e s e a rc h , w h e n  b y  th e i r  a c tio n s  th e y  p re v e n t  i t .”

“HORRID SCENES”

“ I a g re e  e n tire ly  w ith  a ll y o u  say  re g a rd in g  th e  d isc o u r te sy  a n d  to n e  o f  a r tic le s  w r it te n  b y  M r. 
B e s te rm a n , a n d  th e  g e n e ra l s ta te  o f  th e  S o c ie ty . In  fa c t  I  s e n t in  m y  re s ig n a tio n  la s t  a u tu m n , 
fo llo w in g  th e  sp e c ia l m e e tin g s  w h ic h  w e re  ca lled . T h e se  w e re  o f  su c h  a  n a tu re  a s  to  fill m e  w ith  
d isg u s t. I t  is  v e ry  sad  to  see  a  S o c ie ty  w h ic h  h a s  h e ld  th e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  S .P .R . in  a  c o n d it io n  o f  
in a c tiv i ty  a n d  d ry  d u lln e ss , su c h  as is  i ts  s ta te  to -d a y . T h e  a tte m p t o f  a  f e w  m e m b e rs , in c lu d in g  
m y se lf , to  in tro d u c e  b y  o p e n  v o tin g  so m e  n e w  m e m b e rs  o n  th e  C o u n c il  w a s  m e t b y  a  s to rm  o f  
p ro te s t  a n d  a c c u s a tio n s  o f  d e s ir in g  to  h a ra s s  th e  C o u n c il, a n d  so  o n  !  N o  d o u b t y o u  h e a rd  o f  th e  
h o r r id  sc e n e s  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e .”

“ I  h a v e  re c e iv e d  y o u r  le tte r , e v e ry  w o rd  o f  w h ic h  I  a g re e  w ith , a n d  m y  re s ig n a tio n  w ill 
fo llo w . I  h a v e  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S .P .R . e v e r  s in c e  it  s ta r te d , b u t  i t  a lm o s t se em s c o n d o n in g  
d ish o n e s ty  to  c o n tin u e  to  s u b s c r ib e .”

“ I  h a v e  w r itte n  to  th e  S o c ie ty  to  re s ig n . I  h a v e  p a id  m y  su b s c r ip tio n  fo r  1930 , so  su p p o se  m y  
n a m e  w ill  h a v e  to  re m a in  u n til  th e  e n d  o f  th e  y e a r .”

“ U n fo r tu n a te ly  I  p a id  u p  as  a  l ife  m e m b e r  so m e  2 0  y e a rs  ag o , n e v e r  th in k in g  th e y  w o u ld  fu n k  
th e ir  o w n  c a u se  as  th e y  h a v e . H o w e v e r , I  h a v e  w r itte n  to  th e  S e c re ta ry  a n d  a sk e d  h im  to  re m o v e  
m y  n a m e  f ro m  th e ir  l is t  o f  m e m b e rs , as I  w is h  to  r e s ig n .”

“TH EY ONLY HINDER”

“T h e  d ay  o n  w h ic h  I re c e iv e d  y o u r  p u b lic  p ro te s t  a g a in s t th e  S .P .R .'s  u n s c ie n tif ic  w o rk  w a s  
re a lly  a  h a p p y  d a y  fo r  m e, b e c a u s e  I  h a d  le a rn e d  b y  m y  o w n  sad  e x p e r ie n c e  h o w  r ig h t  y o u  w e re  
in  sa y in g  th a t  th e y  o n ly  h in d e r  th e  rea l a n d  se rio u s  w o rk e rs . I  w ill, o f  c o u rse , fo llo w  y o u r  
e x a m p le , a n d  re tire  a t th e  e n d  o f  th is  y e a r .”

“ O d d ly  e n o u g h  a b o u t th re e  w e e k s  ag o , I  c a m e  to  e x a c tly  s im ila r  c o n c lu s io n s , a n d  se n t in  m y  
o w n  re s ig n a tio n , a f te r  o v e r  tw e n ty  y e a rs  as an  a s so c ia te  m e m b e r, th o u g h  n o t  k n o w in g  th a t  o th e rs  
h a d  se n se d  a n d  w e re  re a d y  to  p ro te s t  a g a in s t th e  o ffe n s iv e  c h a ra c te r  c h a n g e  w h ic h  h a s  c o m e  o v e r  
th e  h o n o u ra b le  S o c ie ty . . . . T h e  se rp e n t h a s  w o rm e d  its  w a y  in to  th e  n es t, a n d  th o se  l ik e  S ir 
O liv e r  L o d g e  o f  th e  e ld e r  g e n e ra tio n  a re  n o t  to  b e  b la m e d  fo r  n o t  s e e k in g  a  b ra w l w h e re  o n ly  
fo u l b lo w s  a re  s tru ck , a n d  w h e re  m u c k  o n ly  is  to  b e  g a in e d  in  th e  e n c o u n te r .”

“ T h a n k s  fo r  y o u r  b ill  o f  in d ic tm e n t a g a in s t th e  S .P .R . I t  sh o w s  p la in ly  th a t  y o u  a re  a s  a liv e  
a n d  k ic k in g  a s  e v e r, a n d  s till s ta n d  in  th e  fo re m o s t  r a n k  to  re p u ls e  e v e ry  a tta ck . O f  c o u rse , I  re a d  
B e s te rm a n 's  sa y in g s  in  th e  journal fo r  J a n u a ry  a n d  b e fo re . H e  se em s to  b e lo n g  to  th a t  k in d  o f  
p e o p le  w h o  see  e v e ry w h e re  fra u d , fo lly , a n d  s tu p id ity , w h o  k n o w  m u c h  b e tte r  w h a t  h a p p e n s  a t a 
s e a n c e  th a n  th e  s itte rs , w h o  u se  e v e ry  o p p o r tu n ity  to  a ro u se  su sp ic io n , a n d  w h o  n e v e r  sh rin k  
f ro m  c a llin g  a  ro g u e  o r  a  b lo c k h e a d  an y  m a n  w h o  e x p re s se s  h is  h o n e s t  c o n v ic t io n  o f  
S p ir itu a lism . I  b e lie v e  e c c le s ia s tic a l in f lu e n c e s  w o rk  n o w a d a y s  in  th e  S o c ie ty , e sp e c ia lly
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Je su itic a l. I  th in k  i t  b e t te r  to  re s ig n  m y  a s so c ia te s h ip  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  th is  y e a r, m e n tio n in g  th e  
S o c ie ty 's  u n s c ie n tif ic  w a y  o f  c ri t ic is in g  m e n  o f  th e  s ta m p  o f  B o z z a n o  a n d  B ra d le y . S in c e  th e  
d a y s  o f  M y e rs , H o d g s o n  a n d  H y s lo p  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  su n k  d e e p ly . B u t  v e r i ty  w ill  g a in  th e  v ic to ry  
o v e r  lie s , a n d  y o u rs  w ill  b e  a  g re a t  p a r t  in  th e  v ic to ry .”

“ M a n y  in  I ta ly  w ill  jo in  in  th a n k in g  y o u  fo r  y o u r  s tan d , C o u n t B o n  h e re  a m o n g  o th e rs . I f  y o u  
p e rs o n a lly  k n o w  P ro f. B o z z a n o  a n d  h is  w o n d e r fu l  n a tu re  a n d  in d o m ita b le  c o u ra g e  fo r  th e  C au se , 
y o u  w ill  u n d e rs ta n d  -  as h e  is  a  f ra il m a n  n o w  -  h o w  tro u b le d  h is  f r ie n d s  w e re  a t su ch  a b u se  
f ro m  su c h  an  u n e x p e c te d  d ire c tio n  as th e  S .P .R ."

PROTESTS AND CRITICISMS

“ I h a v e  w r itte n  to  th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  S .P .R . in  re p ly  to  h is  c irc u la r  l e t t e r . .. I  la id  s tre s s  o n  th e  
fa c t  th a t  th e  r e v ie w in g  re c e n tly  in  th e  S .P .R . Journal h a s  b e e n  b a d  re v ie w in g , q u ite  a p a r t  fro m  
its  a n im u s  a n d  ig n o ra n c e .”

“ I  th o ro u g h ly  s y m p a th ise  w ith  y o u r  fe e l in g s  a b o u t w h a t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  to  b e  v e ry  se rio u s  
m is re p re se n ta tio n s . I  f e a r  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  u n fa ir  in  th e  c a se s  y o u  m e n tio n , w h ic h  is  d is tin c tly  
b a d .”

“M y  w ife  a n d  I  a re  h u m b le  s tu d e n ts  o f  p sy c h ic  m a tte rs  a n d  m u s t  c o n fe s s  th a t  d u r in g  th e  la s t  
th re e  o r  fo u r  y e a rs  w e  h a v e  d e r iv e d  n o  re a l a s s is ta n c e  a t a ll f ro m  th e  S .P .R . w o rk . T h a t  th e  S .P .R . 
is  a t p re s e n t  n o t  ‘p u llin g  i ts  w e ig h t’ in  an y  w a y  e x c e p t  as a  b ra k e  o n  rea l e f fo r t  I  f e a r  n o b o d y  can  
d e n y .”

A  L ife  M e m b e r  w ro te  to  th e  S o c ie ty : - “H o w  su ch  a  re v ie w  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p te d  b y  a 
S o c ie ty  n o te d  th e  w o r ld  o v e r  fo r  a b se n c e  o f  p re ju d ic e  e ith e r  w a y  is  d if f ic u lt  to  u n d e rs ta n d . . . I 
t ru s t  an  e x p la n a tio n  w ill  a p p e a r  in  an  e a rly  is su e  o f  th e  journal, w ith  a  fu ll w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  
r e v ie w .A  lo ss  o f  c o n fid e n c e  in  th e  S o c ie ty  b y  its  m e m b e rs  w o u ld  ra p id ly  r e s u lt  in  th e  c lo s in g  o f  
th e  S o c ie ty .”

“DESTRUCTIVE IN A TRIUMPHANT W AY”

“ I fee l I  m u s t  re p ly  to  a s su re  y o u  h o w  m u c h  I  s y m p a th ise  in  y o u r  a tte m p t to  b r in g  th e  S o c ie ty  
b a c k  to  its  rea l o b jec ts . I t  w a s  c e r ta in ly  n o t  fo rm e d  to  n e g a tiv e  e v e ry th in g  o f  a  p s y c h ic  n a tu re . I 
h a v e  b e e n  an  A s s o c ia te  o f  th e  S .P .R . fo r  n e a r ly  20  y e a rs , a n d  d o  n o t  w a n t  to  le a v e  i t  u n le s s  I  am  
fo rc e d  to  b y  th e ir  p o l i c y .  M a n y  p ro m in e n t m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , in c lu d in g  S ir  L a w re n c e  
Jo n e s , a re , I  u n d e rs ta n d , c o n v in c e d  S p iritu a lis ts , b u t  la te ly  all c r i t ic ism s  in  th e  Journal o f  an y  
p sy c h ic  h a p p e n in g s  o r  o f  b o o k s  w ith  s p e c ia lis t  e v id e n c e  h a v e  b e e n  d e s tru c tiv e , a n d  destructive 
in a triumphant way. F o r  M r. B e s te rm a n  to  g o  o f f  o n  a  to u r  o f  C o n tin e n ta l  m e d iu m s  fo r  fo u r  
m o n th s  a n d  to  re tu rn  re p o r t in g  jo y o u s ly  th a t  a ll w a s  n e g a tiv e , d o u b tfu l, o r  f ra u d u le n t, p ro c la im s  
h im  u n f it te d  fo r  h is  w o rk  o f  re se a rc h . S o m e  p e o p le  n e v e r  su c c e e d  in  g e tt in g  e v id e n c e , a n d  h e  is  
o b v io u s ly  o n e  su c h  u n fo r tu n a te .”

“ R e a d in g  y o u r  c irc u la r  I  m u s t  in fo rm  y o u  th a t  y o u  h a v e  in d e e d  g u e s se d  th e  in m o s t  th o u g h ts , 
n o t  o n ly  o f  m y se lf , b u t  a lso  o f  m o s t  o f  th e  s c ie n tif ic  e x p lo re rs  o f  p sy c h ic a l re s e a rc h  h e re  in
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M u n ic h , o f  w h o m  m a n y  h a v e  h ith e r to  b e e n  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S .P .R . In  a u tu m n , 1928 , M r. 
B e s te rm a n  w a s  h e re  in  M u n ic h , a n d  B a ro n  S c h re n c k -N o tz in g  a n d  o th e r  r e n o w n e d  m e n  a g re e d  
th a t  th e  S .P .R . m a d e  a  g re a t  m is ta k e  in  s e n d in g  su c h  a  y o u n g  a n d  in e x p e r ie n c e d  g e n tle m a n  
a b ro a d , w h o , in s te a d  o f  in c re a s in g  th e  h ig h  re p u te  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , o n ly  in ju re d  it. I  m y s e l f  w a s  
s tru c k  b y  th e  a r tic le  in  th e  journal r e g a rd in g  th e  se a n c e s  a t M ille s im o  C a s tle , b y  th e  in su ltin g  
m a n n e r  o f  its  c r itic ism . C e r ta in ly  c r it ic ism  m u s t  b e  a llo w e d , b u t  in  m y  ju d g m e n t  i t  w a s  an  
im p u d e n c e  to  a tta c k  P ro f. B o z z a n o  in  su c h  a n  o ffe n s iv e  w a y .”

“ I  jo in  e n tire ly  w ith  y o u  in  y o u r  in d ig n a tio n . I  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  sa m e  s e n sa tio n  w h e n  I  re a d  
B e s te rm a n 's  l ib e llo u s  a rtic le . I t  is  im p o s s ib le  to  e x c u se  h is  o ffe n c e , n o  m a tte r  h o w  o b liq u ito u s  
h is  m e n ta li ty . B y  th a t  a r tic le  h e  h a s  d isg ra c e d  th e  S .P .R .”

“ In  m y  o p in io n  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  n o t  a d v a n c e d  a  s in g le  s tep  s in c e  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  M y e r ’s 
‘H u m a n  P e r s o n a l i ty .’”

“ I t  is  w ith  g re a t  p le a s u re  th a t  I  h a v e  le a rn e d  o f  y o u r  a c tio n , a n d  I  t ru s t  i t  w ill  b e  th e  m e a n s  o f  
e n a b lin g  p s y c h ic  re se a rc h ; a s  su ch , to  p ro c e e d  u n tra m m e lle d  b y  th e  o u tw o rn  fa lla c ie s  o f  
p h y s ic is ts .”

“ I  h a v e  h a d  m y s e l f  su c h  i l lu m in a tin g  d ire c t  e x p e rie n c e s  th a t  th e  k in d  o f  d isc u s s io n s  p r in te d  in  
th e  S .P .R .'s . Proceedings m e re ly  b o re s  m e. A n d  i t  b o re s  o th e rs , fo r  I  am  c e r ta in  th a t  i t  is  ra re ly  
th a t  th e  b e s t  c a se s  o f  p sy c h ic a l e x p e rie n c e  a re  n o w  su b m itte d  to  th e  c e n so rs  in  o f f ic e .”

“ I  am  g la d  y o u  h a v e  ta k e n  th is  m a tte r  u p  b e c a u s e  m a n y  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  a re  lo o k in g  fo r  a  lead . 
W e  h a v e  c lu n g  to  th e  S o c ie ty  w h ile  y o u r  n a m e  a n d  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e 's  w e re  o n  th e  lis t, b u t  w ith  
in c re a s in g  im p a tie n c e .”

“ I  h a v e  w r itte n  to  M r. B e s te rm a n , w ith  w h o m  I a m  o n  so m e  s lig h t te rm s  o f  c o rre sp o n d e n c e , 
to  e x p re s s  m y  d e e p  re g re t  a t th e  m e th o d  a n d  to n e  o f  so m e  m o re  re c e n t  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  in  th e  
jo u rn a l . T h e y  d o  n o t  c o n d u c e  to  f r ie n d ly  fee lin g , n o r  to  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  r e s e a rc h e s  fo r  w h ic h  
th e  S .P .R . w a s  fo u n d e d .”

A LIV ELY  MEETING

“ I a tte n d e d  th e  G e n e ra l M e e tin g  o f  th e  S .P .R . la s t  T h u rsd a y  e v e n in g . T h e re  w e re  b e tw e e n  20  
a n d  30  m e m b e rs  p re se n t, w ith  S ir  L a w re n c e  Jo n e s  in  th e  ch a ir . . . .

“ I  p u t  th e  q u e s tio n  to  M r. B e s te rm a n  th a t  s in ce , in  an  e n d e a v o u r  to  e x p la in  th e  p h e n o m e n a  a t 
th e  M ille s im o  s ittin g s , h e  a lle g e d  th a t  th e y  w e re  p e rp e tra te d  b y  f ra u d , w o u ld  h e  p le a s e  e x p la in  to  
th e  m e e tin g  w h a t  m o tiv e  th e  M a rq u is  C e n tu r io n e  c o u ld  h a v e  h a d  in  p e rp e tra t in g  f ra u d  ? T h e  
C h a irm a n  im m e d ia te ly  g o t  u p  a n d  sa id , ‘I  ru le  th e  q u e s tio n  o u t o f  o rd e r .’ T h is  is  th e  u su a l 
m e th o d  o f  th w a r t in g  an  a w k w a rd  d isc u ss io n .

“ H o w e v e r , a  lit tle  la te r  on , I  h a d  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  s p e a k in g  a g a in , a n d  I  th e n  g a v e  
B e s te rm a n  th e  m o s t  te r r ib le  v e rb a l th ra s h in g  h e  h a s  e v e r  re c e iv e d  in  h is  life .
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“I also severely criticised and reprimanded Mr. W. H. Salter, and told him that he was 
abusing his position as Hon. Secretary of the S.P.R. by his browbeating, domineering, and 
prejudiced attitude.

“At the end of my denouncement I said that whilst I had no race prejudices I considered that 
while any number of graduates from the English Universities possessed the necessary 
qualifications to occupy the position of Librarian and Editor of the ‘journal’ of the S.P.R., it was 
most questionable policy on the part of the Council that this position should have been given to a 
Pole.

“You could have heard a pin drop, and several of them seemed to shrink in their chairs. 
Directly I had finished the Chairman got up and said, ‘After this scene I must close the meeting.’

“As I drove away two or three members came up and shook hands with me, saying they 
agreed with everything I had said.”

PP Introductory Note: The official response to Sir Arthur’s resignation as a member appeared 
in the Journal of the Society for Psychical Research, March 1930 p. 45 -  52. We thank the 
Society for making a photocopy available to us.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE’S 
RESIGNATION

FOR the purpose of record we reprint below certain documents which have already been 
circulated to our Members and Associates, namely: I. A  circular from Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle dated January 1930; II. A  reply to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s circular by the 
President and the Hon. Secretaries; III. A  reply by Mr Besterman to Sir Arthur's circular 
so far as it concerned Mr Besterman’s review of Modern Psychic Mysteries.

Although the Council regard this particular controversy as a very trivial matter, it is 
conceivable that at some future date our members may wish to know exactly what 
occurred, and for that purpose we feel justified in reprinting these three documents.

We are glad to report that very few of our members have adopted Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s advice to resign from the Society. The total of resignations in which his circular 
or Mr Besterman's review is mentioned is two to date (27 February); and the total of all 
resignations since his circular is six.

On the other hand, the Council have received several letters disapproving of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s circular or expressing confidence in the way in which the
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S o c i e t y ’ s a f f a i r s  a re  c o n d u c te d .  A m o n g  th e  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  w r i t t e n  in  t h i s  w a y  m a y  
b e  m e n t io n e d  M r  F . C . C o n s ta b le ,  M is s  D a l la s ,  M r  S ta n le y  D e  B r a th ,  G e n e r a l  S ir  
R e g in a ld  H a r t ,  V .C .,  a n d  D r  O s ty ,  to  w h o m  th e  C o u n c i l  w is h  to  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  th a n k s .

I. S IR  A R T H U R  C O N A N  D O Y L E S  C IR C U L A R .

D E A R  S IR  (O R  M A D A M ),

I h a d  o c c a s io n  r e c e n t ly  [o n  th e  2 2 n d  o f  J a n u a r y  1 9 3 0 . E d .]  to  s e n d  th e  f o l l o w in g  l e t t e r  
to  th e  C h a i r m a n  o f  th e  C o u n c i l  o f  th e  S .P .R . : -

“ D e a r  S ir,

“ I  h a v e  j u s t  r e a d  a n  a r t i c l e  in  t h e  J a n u a r y  n u m b e r  o f  th e  J o u rn a l  b y  M r  B e s t e r m a n  u p o n  
th e  M il l e s im o  s i t t in g s .  I t  i s ,  in  m y  j u d g m e n t ,  s u c h  a  s e r ie s  o f  m is r e p r e s e n ta t i o n s  a n d  
in s u l t in g  in n u e n d o e s  t h a t  i t  t e n d s  to  l o w e r  t h e  g o o d  n a m e  o f  th e  S o c ie ty .  T h e  in s o le n c e  
b y  w h ic h  th e  c o n s id e r e d  o p in io n  o f  a  m a n  l ik e  P r o f e s s o r  B o z z a n o ,  w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t ,  is  s e t  
a s id e  a n d  t r e a te d  w i th  c o n te m p t  b y  o n e  w h o  w a s  n o t  p resen t, an d  w h o  h as  h a d  v e ry  little  
e x p e rien c e  o f  p sy c h ic a l re se a rc h , m ak e s  o n e  a sh a m e d  th a t  su ch  s tu f f  sh o u ld  b e  is su e d  b y  an  
o ffic ia l o f  a  S o c ie ty  w h ic h  h as  an y  sc ie n tif ic  s tan d in g .

T o  a p p re c ia te  th e  fu ll ab su rd ity , as w e ll as th e  g ra tu ito u s  o ffe n s iv e n e ss  o f  M r  B e s te rm a n ’s 
a lte rn a tiv e  th eo ry  o f  frau d , o n e  h a s  to  v isu a lise  w h a t it  ex a c tly  im p lie s . I t  m e a n s  th a t  an  I ta lia n  
n o b le m a n  o f  o ld  fam ily , a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  le g is la tiv e  b o d y , h a s  in v ite d  a  c irc le  o f  fr ie n d s  to  h is  
h o m e  in  o rd e r  to  p rac tic e  a  su c ce ss io n  o f  c o m p lic a te d  fra u d s  u p o n  th em . T h a t h e  is  h im s e lf  
im p lic a te d  is  sh o w n  b y  th e  fa c t th a t  le v ita tio n  o f  h is  o w n  b o d y  an d  o th e r  p e rso n a l p h e n o m e n a  are  
a m o n g  th o se  m o s t c le a rly  rec o rd e d . H a v in g  a sse m b le d  h is  g u e s ts  h e  c a u se s  th e  v o ic e s  o f  h is  o w n  
d e a d  re la tiv e s  an d  o th e rs  to  b e  so u n d e d  in  th e  ro o m . A  lad y  c o n fe d e ra te  c o n c ea ls  u n d e r  th e  sh o rt 
m o d e rn  sk ir t a  lo n g  m ed ie v a l rap ie r, a  m a ta d o r ’s sw o rd , a  b ig  do ll an d  o th e r  o b jec ts  q u ite  u n se e n  
b y  a  c ritica l co m p an y . S he  o r  so m e  o th e r  c o n fe d e ra te  p ro d u c e s  a  la rg e  b a llo o n - lik e  o b je c t w h ic h  
h o v e rs  a b o v e  th e  co m p a n y , a n d  in  so m e  u n sp e c if ie d  w a y  p ro d u c e s  b la s ts  o f  ic e -c o ld  air. A ll th e se  
an d  m a n y  o th e r  w o n d e rs  a re  b ro u g h t o f f  so  su c ce ss fu lly  th a t  in  a  su c ce ss io n  o f  s ittin g s  th e  
co m p a n y , in c lu d in g  P ro fe s s o r  B o z z a n o , a re  c o m p le te ly  d ece iv ed , an d  th e  la tte r  s tak es  h is  sc ie n tif ic  
re p u ta tio n  u p o n  th e  tru th  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a . T h is  is  th e  p ic tu re  w h ic h  M r  B e s te rm a n ’s th eo ry  o f  
f ra u d  w o u ld  c o m p e l u s  to  accep t, th e  w h o le  b e in g  d o n e  w ith  n o  c o n c e iv a b le  ob jec t. C an  w e  d ig n ify  
su ch  n o n se n se  as th is  b y  th e  n a m e  o f  P sy c h ic a l R e se a rc h , o r  is  it  n o t th e  l im it  o f  p u e rile  p e rv e rs ity ?

“ A  fu r th e r  e x a m p le  o f  p re ju d ic e  is  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  a llu s io n s  o n  p a g e  15 o f  th e  sa m e  Jo u rn a l to  
th e  rea l p sy c h ic  re se a rc h e r, M r  D e n n is  B ra d le y , an d  to  G e o rg e  V a lia n tin e  in  B e rlin . T h e  a sse rtio n s  
o f  th e  o p p o n e n ts  o f  S p iritu a lism  a re  a t o n c e  a c c e p te d  o n  th e ir  fa c e  v a lu e  w ith o u t th e  s lig h te s t 
a tte m p t a t d isc r im in a te  ex am in a tio n .

“ I  h a v e  lo n g  w a ite d  h o p in g  th a t  th e  P o d m o re , D in g w a ll, B e s te rm a n  tra d itio n  o f  o b tu se  n e g a tio n  
a t an y  c o s t w o u ld  d ie  aw ay . B u t as th e re  is  n o  s ig n  o f  it, an d  th e  o b se ss io n  seem s ra th e r  to  b e c o m e  
m o re  p ro n o u n ce d , m y  o n ly  re so u rc e  is, a f te r  th ir ty -s ix  y e a rs  o f  p a tie n ce , to  re s ig n  m y  o w n  
m e m b e rsh ip  a n d  to  m ak e  so m e  so rt o f  p u b lic  p ro te s t  a g a in s t th e  e sse n tia lly  u n sc ie n tif ic  a n d  b ia s se d
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work of a Society which has for a whole generation produced no constructive work of any kind, 
but has confined its energies to the misrepresentation and hindrance of those who have really 
worked at the most important problem ever presented to mankind.

Yours faithfully,
A R TH U R  C O N A N  D O Y L E . ”

Those of us who are conscious of the extreme importance of the movement called 
“Spiritualism,” or even those who are desirous to see fair play in the matter, must be aware of the 
way in which the Society, originally intended to be a sympathetic and fair centre for inquiry, seems 
to have become simply an anti-spiritualist organisation. Everything which tends to prove the truth 
of that cult, no matter how honourable or sane the source may be, is assailed by suppression, 
misrepresentation and every sort of unreasonable and vicious opposition.

For a generation, since the death of Myers and the end of the Piper sittings, the Society has done 
no constructive work of any importance, and has employed its energies in hindering and belittling 
those who are engaged in real active psychical research. This latest article of Mr Besterman may be 
insignificant in itself, but it is a link in that long chain of prejudice which comes down from Mr 
Podmore, Mrs Sedgwick [sic], and Mr Dingwall, to the present day. It is necessary, as it seems to 
me, to call a halt, and to make inquiry as to how far the Society is to be for ever in the hands of this 
small central body of reactionaries; or whether they really represent the opinion of the members. It 
is not desirable that the Society should lose its independence or become a Spiritualistic body, but it 
is most essential that it shall not treat what so many regard as a matter of supreme importance with 
the irresponsibility and levity which have been shown hitherto, where it has been the custom again 
and again for a commentator to jeer at phenomena which he has not witnessed, in the face of the 
most cogent evidence of their having actually occurred.

I would ask those who would wish to appreciate what I say to read Mr Besterman’s article in 
the January Journal, and then Professor Bozzano’s measured and dignified preface to Mrs Hack’s 
“Modern Psychic Mysteries” (Rider), which treats of these sittings.

This matter is of more importance than would at first sight appear, for I say deliberately that 
these Millesimo sittings are on the very highest possible level of psychical research, both from the 
point of view of accurate reporting, variety of phenomena, and purity of mediumship. Therefore, if 
they can be laughed out of court anything we can produce will be treated with similar contempt. I 
can hardly believe, as I read Mr Besterman’s criticism, that he has actually read the book. It bristles 
with errors of fact. He complains that we are not told where the sword was apported from. On page 
93 may be read: “The weapon had been lying on a large table on the second floor of the palace. In 
a direct ... thirty yards.” He talks of the apports as if their extreme length was two feet (in order to 
insinuate that they could be concealed by the lady). On page 176 is a picture of a lance 6 feet long, 
and on page 208 of a plant 4U feet high-both apports. He complains that he does not know what a 
flexatone is, and yet it is described on page 97. Yet this slovenly critic takes advantage of his 
official position in order to warn the reading public of the S.P.R. away from this most important 
book. I have waited long in the hope of some reform but I have now concluded that it is not to be 
expected, and that the influence of the Society is entirely for evil. I have, therefore, resigned my 
membership, and the protest would be more effective if those who agree with me would see their
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w a y  to  fo llo w  m y  ex am p le . I t  n e e d  n o t h a m p e r  th e ir  p sy c h ic  stu d ies . In  th e  B r itish  C o lle g e  o f  
P sy c h ic  S c ien ce , 15, Q u e e n 's  G a te , W ., th e y  w ill f in d  an  In s ti tu tio n  w h e re  th ey  c a n  p a rtic ip a te  
th e m se lv e s  in  rea l p o s itiv e  p sy c h ic a l re se a rc h , w ith  m e d iu m s  a t h a n d  to  b e  te s te d , a  g o o d  lib ra ry , 
an  e x c e lle n t q u a rte rly  m ag a z in e , a n d  an  a tm o sp h e re  w h ic h  is p ro g re ss iv e  a n d  n o t  stag n an t.

I  w r ite  th is  u n d e r  a  s tro n g  se n se  o f  d u ty , fo r  I  am  n o w  o n e  o f  th e  o ld e s t m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S .P .R . I 
am  co n v in c e d , h o w e v e r, th a t  th e y  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  n o t a  h e lp  b u t  a  h in d ra n c e  to  th e  p sy ch ica l 
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  w o rld , an d  th a t  a  s tro n g  p ro te s t  is  c a lled  for.

I  m ay  a d d  th a t, h a v in g  u tte re d  su ch  a  p ro te s t, I  c a n n o t u n d e rta k e  to  e n te r  u p o n  p ro lo n g e d  
a rg u m e n t o r  c o rre sp o n d en c e , n o r  can  I  a tte n d  m ee tin g s , as m y  h e a lth  h a rd ly  p e rm its  m e  to  le a v e  
th e  h ouse .

Y o u rs  fa ith fu lly ,
A R T H U R  C O N A N  D O Y L E ,

M .D . (E d in .) , L L .D .

January 1930.

I  w o u ld  re m in d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  w o rd s  o f  th a t  g re a t  p io n ee r, S ir  W illia m  B arre tt: “ A  sc ep tic ism  
w h ic h  is  to o  lo f ty  to  see th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  m a ss  o f  e v id e n c e  u n d e r  its  v e ry  e y e s  is  a n y th in g  b u t 
h ea lth y . I t  c a lls  fo r  m ed ic a l a tte n tio n .”

II. R E P L Y  B Y  T H E  P R E S ID E N T  A N D  H O N . S E C R E T A R IE S .

S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  h a s  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  S o c ie ty  fo r  v e ry  m a n y  y e a rs ; h e  is  an  a u th o r 
m a n y  o f  w h o se  w ritin g s  h a v e  g iv e n  g re a t  p le a su re  to  all o f  us; an d  h e  is  n o w , m o s t  reg re tta b ly , ill. 
O n  all th re e  g ro u n d s  th e  O ff ic e rs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  w o u ld  h a v e  w ish e d  to  av o id  e n te r in g  in to  
c o n tro v e rsy  w ith  h im , b u t  th e  c irc u la r  h e  h as  re c e n tly  a d d re sse d  to  o u r  m em b e rs , in v itin g  th e m  to  
fo llo w  h is  e x a m p le  in  re s ig n in g  fro m  th e  S o c ie ty , c a lls  fo r  an  ea rly  rep ly .

T o  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  S p iritu a lism  is, to  u se  h is  o w n  p h rase , a  “ c u lt,” an d  i t  is  a  n a tu ra l 
c o n se q u e n c e  o f  th is  p o in t  o f  v ie w  th a t, h o w e v e r  s in ce re ly  h e  m ay  p ro te s t  h is  d e s ire  th a t th e  S o c ie ty  
sh o u ld  re ta in  its  “ in d e p e n d e n c e ,” h e  sh o u ld  re g a rd  as “ o b tu se  n e g a tio n ” a n d  “u n re a so n a b le  an d  
v ic io u s  o p p o s itio n ” an y  c ritic ism  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  o n  w h ic h  th o se  w h o  ta k e  th e  “ c u lt” v ie w  o f  
S p iritu a lism  a re  c o n te n t to  b a se  th e ir  fa ith .

I t  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  th e  g re a t  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  th a t  it  h a s  a lw a y s  c o m p rise d  a m o n g  its  
a c tiv e  an d  lo y a l m e m b e rs  p e rso n s  w h o se  v ie w s  o n  S p iritu a lism  ra n g e d  fro m  c o m p le te  a c ce p tan c e  
to  to ta l den ia l: th is  h a s  o n ly  b e e n  p o ss ib le  b e c a u se  an  a tm o sp h e re  o f  to le ra tio n  c o m b in e d  w ith  
f ra n k  m u tu a l c ritic ism  h a s  b e e n  c o n g e n ia l to  m o s t o f  its  m em b e rs . B u t i t  w o u ld  b e  to o  m u c h  to  
e x p e c t th a t  i t  sh o u ld  b e  to  th e  l ik in g  o f  a ll, an d  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  so m e  o f  o u r  m o re  d o g m a tic  
m em b e rs , b o th  S p iritu a lis ts  a n d  A n ti-S p ir itu a lis ts , h a v e  re v o lte d  a g a in s t it. T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  
v a rio u s  se ce ss io n s  in  th e  p ast, b u t  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  n e v e r  a llo w e d  i ts e lf  to  b e  d e fle c te d  b y  th e m  fro m  
th e  p u rp o se  fo r  w h ic h  it  w a s  fo u n d ed , n a m e ly  c ritica l in v es tig a tio n .
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I t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  ru le  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  th a t  th e  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  b o th  th e  fac ts  a n d  th e  
re a so n in g s  in  p a p e rs  a n d  a rtic le s  p r in te d  in  Proceedings o r  th e  Journal sh o u ld  re s t  en tire ly  w ith  
th e ir  au th o rs . I t  is  th e re fo re  easy , in  a  S o c ie ty  as in c lu s iv e  as o u rs, fo r  a n y o n e  seek in g  to  m a k e  a 
c a se  fo r  “ o b tu se  n e g a tio n ” to  se le c t a  lis t  o f  p a p e rs  h a v in g  a  ten d e n c y  to  d en y  th e  su p e rn o rm a lity  
o f  p a r tic u la r  p h e n o m e n a . I t  w o u ld  b e  eq u a lly  easy  to  m ak e  o u t as im p re ss iv e  a  lis t  o f  p a p e rs  
p u b lish e d  in  re c e n t y e a rs  w h ic h  w e re  s tro n g ly  a ff irm a tiv e  o f  th e  g e n u in e n e ss  o f  th e m  o r  o f  o th e r  
p h en o m e n a .

S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  say s “F o r  a  g e n e ra tio n , s in ce  th e  d e a th  o f  M y e rs  an d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
P ip e r  s ittin g s, th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  d o n e  n o  c o n s tru c tiv e  w o rk  o f  an y  im p o r ta n c e .” T h e  P ip e r  s ittin g s  
c o n tin u ed , o f  co u rse , fo r  sev era l y e a rs  a fte r  M y e rs 's  d ea th , a n d  th e  p rin c ip a l re p o r t  o n  th e m  w a s  
p u b lish e d  in  1915 , w h ic h  c a n  h a rd ly  b e  ca lled  a  “ g e n e ra tio n ” b ack . S h o rtly  a f te r  th a t  ( in  1919) w a s  
p u b lish e d  th e  f irs t o f  th e  m an y  p a p e rs  on  M rs  L e o n a rd , all o f  w h ic h  can  c la im  to  b e  as 
“ c o n s tru c tiv e ” as th e  re p o rts  o n  M rs  P ip e r, an d  m an y  o f  w h ic h  a re  w ritte n  fro m  a  d e fin ite ly  
S p iritu a lis tic  p o in t o f  v iew . D o e s  S ir A r th u r  su g g e s t th a t  th e se  a re  o f  n o  im p o rta n c e ?

I t  w o u ld  p re su m a b ly  b e  u se le s s  to  re m in d  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  o f  th e  fa c t th a t  in  c o n n e c tio n  
w ith  c ro ss -c o rre sp o n d e n c e s  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  d u rin g  th e  a lle g ed  d a rk  p e rio d  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  p a tien tly  
p u rsu e d  an  en tire ly  n e w  lin e  o f  re sea rch ; h e  h as  e x p re sse d  h is  p e rso n a l o p in io n  th a t  th e  c ro ss ­
c o rre sp o n d e n c e s  a re  n o t o f  m u c h  v a lu e , b u t  th is  o p in io n  is  n o t sh a red  b y  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  o u r 
m em b e rs , in c lu d in g  sev era l w h o  a re  as  c o n v in c e d  S p iritu a lis ts  as S ir A r th u r  h im se lf.

N o r  is  h e  p ro b a b ly  m u c h  in te re s te d  in  th e  w o rk  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  d o n e  in  e lu c id a tin g  th e  
p ro b le m s  o f  te le p a th y , th o u g h  h e re  a g a in  h e  w o u ld  f in d  h im s e lf  in  d isa g re e m e n t w ith  m an y  
S p iritu a lis ts , w h o  h o ld  th a t  o n ly  o n  a  p ro p e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  te le p a th y  can  a  re a so n a b le  c a se  fo r  
su rv iv a l b e  fo u n d ed .

I t  is  a p p a re n tly  b y  th e  a ttitu d e  to  p h y s ica l p h e n o m e n a  o f  c o n tr ib u to rs  to  Proceedings th a t  th e  
S o c ie ty  is, in  S ir A r th u r ’s o p in io n , to  b e  ju d g e d . H a s  S ir A r th u r  fo rg o tte n  th e  re p o r t  (1 9 0 9 )  o f  th e  
N a p le s  s ittin g s  w ith  E u s a p ia  P a lla d in o , re c k o n e d  b y  m an y  in v e s tig a to rs  th e  s tro n g e s t e v id e n c e  on  
rec o rd  fo r  th e  g e n u in e n e ss  o f  p h y s ic a l p h e n o m e n a ?  A n d  th e  W illi  S c h n e id e r  s ittin g s  a t T a v is to c k  
S q u are  in  1924?

I f  th e  S o c ie ty 's  in v e s tig a tio n s  in to  p h y s ic a l p h e n o m e n a  h a v e  th ro u g h o u t its  h is to ry  b e e n  
in fre q u en t, th is  is  d u e  to  th e  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  co n tro l c o n d itio n s  o n  w h ic h  th e  S o c ie ty  h a s  a lw ay s, 
an d  p ro p e rly , in sis ted , an d  to  th e  p re fe re n c e  sh o w n  b y  p h y s ica l m e d iu m s  fo r  th e  m u c h  lo w e r  
s ta n d a rd  m a in ta in e d  e lsew h ere .

O n  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le ’s s tr ic tu res  o n  M r  B e s te rm a n ’s re v ie w  o f  th e  M ille s im o  s ittin g s  w e  
d o  n o t  p ro p o se  to  d w ell a t len g th , as M r  B e s te rm a n  is  re p ly in g  to  th e m  sep ara te ly . I t  is, h o w e v e r, to  
b e  n o te d  th a t  s ittin g s  h e ld  in  c o m p le te  d a rk n e ss , fo r  th e  m o s t p a rt  w ith o u t co n tro l an d  w ith o u t any  
se a rc h in g  o f  th o se  p re se n t, s ittin g s  a t w h ic h  p h e n o m e n a  w e re  p ro d u c e d  w h ic h  c a n n o t b e  p a ra lle led  
in  th e  re c o rd s  o f  an y  s ittin g s  h e ld  u n d e r  g o o d  co n tro l c o n d itio n s , a re  d e sc r ib e d  b y  S ir A r th u r  as  “ o n  
th e  v e ry  h ig h e s t p o ss ib le  lev e l o f  p sy c h ic a l re se a rc h .” F u r th e r  c o m m e n t is su p e rflu o u s .
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T h e  th e o ry  th a t  s in ce  M y e rs ’s d e a th  th e  S o c ie ty , o r  th e  O ff ic e rs  o r  C o u n c il, h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  an  
A n ti-S p ir itu a lis tic  b ia s  is  as la c k in g  in  fo u n d a tio n  as th e  c o n tra ry  th e o ry  (w h ich  w e  h a v e  a lso  h e a rd  
e x p re sse d )  th a t  in  re c e n t  y e a rs  i t  a n d  th e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  u n c rit ic a lly  S p iritu a lis tic .

(S ig n e d )  L A W R E N C E  J. JO N E S , President.
E L E A N O R  M IL D R E D  S ID G W 1 C K
W .H . S A L T E R  Hon. Secretaries.

14 February 1930.

III. R E P L Y  B Y  M R  B E S T E R M A N .

A s  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  h a s  m a d e  a  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  m in e  to  th e  Journal th e  o s te n s ib le  cau se  
o f  h is  a tta c k  o n  th e  S o c ie ty , I  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  re p ly in g  o n  m y  o w n  b e h a lf  to  h is  
c irc u la r  so  fa r  as i t  c o n c e rn s  m y  re v ie w  o f  th e  M ille s im o  sittings.

S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  is  “ a sh a m e d ” th a t  I  se t a s id e  th e  “ c o n s id e re d  o p in io n ” o f  S ig n o r 
B o z z a n o , a n d  h e  c o n s id e rs  th e  a lte rn a tiv e  th e o ry  o f  f ra u d  to  b e  a b su rd  a n d  g ra tu ito u s ly  o ffen s iv e . 
B u t e v e n  d u rin g  m y  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  ( to  th e  b re v ity  o f  w h ic h  S ir A r th u r  
C o n a n  D o y le  re fe rs )  I  h a v e  le a rn e d  th a t th e  S .P .R . is  c o n c e rn e d  n o t w ith  o p in io n s  b u t  w ith  fac ts , 
an d  th a t  it  is  n o t a c c u s to m e d  to  f lin c h  fro m  o ffe r in g  a lte rn a tiv e  h y p o th e se s  w h e re  th o se  f irs t 
su g g e ste d  d o  n o t a p p e a r  to  b e  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  th e  fac ts . W h a t I  w ro te  w a s  w ritte n  on  th e  b a s is  
o f  su c h  fac ts  as a re  p u t b e fo re  u s  b y  S ig n o r B o z z a n o , a n d  w a s  n o t c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h is  o p in io n s . I f  
S ig n o r B o z z a n o  o r  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  c o n s id e r  m y  c o n c lu s io n s  in ac c u ra te , le t  th e m  p u t 
fo rw a rd  facts, n o t opinions, to  re fu te  th em .

S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le ’s o b je c tio n s  to  m y  s ta te m e n ts  o f  fa c t a re  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  tw o  
se n te n c es  f ro m  h is  le tte r: “A  lad y  c o n fe d e ra te  c o n c ea ls  u n d e r  th e  sh o rt m o d e rn  sk ir t a  lo n g  
m ed ie v a l rap ie r, a  m a ta d o r 's  sw o rd , a  b ig  do ll an d  o th e r  o b jec ts  q u ite  u n se e n  b y  a  c ritica l co m p an y . 
S he  o r  so m e  o th e r  c o n fe d e ra te  p ro d u c e s  a  la rg e  b a llo o n - lik e  o b je c t w h ic h  h o v e rs  a b o v e  th e  
co m p a n y , an d  in  so m e  u n sp e c if ie d  w a y  p ro d u c e s  b la s ts  o f  ic e -c o ld  a ir .” T h is  is  n o t th e  case: I  say  
n o th in g  a b o u t a  lad y  c o n fe d e ra te ; I  say  n o th in g  a b o u t a  “ sh o rt” sk irt, s in ce  S ig n o r  B o z z a n o  g iv es  
n o  in fo rm a tio n  o n  th is  p o in t, a n d  S ig n o ra  R o ss i m ay  eq u a lly  w e ll h a v e  b e e n  w e a r in g  a  “ m o d e rn ” 
e v e n in g  g o w n , w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  lo n g ; I  d o  n o t sp e ak  in  th is  c o n n e c tio n  o f  “ a  lo n g  m ed ie v a l 
rap ie r, a  m a ta d o r ’s sw o rd , a  b ig  do ll an d  o th e r  o b je c ts ,” b u t  m ere ly  o f  a  do ll w h ic h  I su g g est 
m e a su re d  a t m o s t f if te e n  in ch es , an d  o f  a  sh o rt sw o rd  in  its  scab b a rd , w h ic h  I  su g g e st to  h a v e  b e e n  
a b o u t tw o  fe e t lo n g  (all th e se  “ su g g e s tio n s” a re  in ev itab le , s in ce  S ig n o r B o z z a n o  d o es  n o t h im s e lf  
g iv e  th e  n e c e ssa ry  in fo rm a tio n ) . E v e n  so  I  m ere ly  say  th a t  th e se  tw o  o b jec ts  could h a v e  b e e n  
h id d e n  in  a  w o m a n ’s d ress; I  d o  n o t say  th e y  were, an d  I  a lso  sp ec if ic a lly  re fe r  to  th e  w in d o w  o f  
th e  ro o m  a b o u t w h ic h  w e  a re  g iv e n  n o  in fo rm a tio n . I  do  n o t re fe r  to  a  “ la rg e  b a llo o n - lik e  o b jec t 
w h ic h  h o v e rs” b u t  to  a  sm all b a llo o n  th a t  d o es  n o t  ho v er. I t  is  h a rd ly  c o rre c t to  say  th a t th e  m e th o d  
su g g e ste d  b y  m e  o f  p ro d u c in g  co ld  c u rre n ts  is  “u n sp e c if ie d ,” s in ce  I  d e v o te  an  en tire  p a ra g ra p h  to  
a  ca re fu l a c c o u n t o f  th is  w e ll-k n o w n  m eth o d . F in a lly , S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  re fe rs  to  th e  
“ c ritica l c o m p a n y ;” all th e  ev id en ce , in  fac t, p o in ts  to  th e  co m p a n y  h a v in g  b e e n  u tte r ly  u n c ritic a l.
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I need say nothing about the third paragraph of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s letter, since he has 
corrected his mistake in a subsequent communication. The remarks objected to are not by me but 
by P.-P.-S., and are in any case merely a quite accurate summary of an article which was under 
review. [The third paragraph of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's letter to the Council originally started, 
“A  further example of this gentleman's prejudice . . .”]

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's observations as to the Society’s policy it is not in my province to 
answer. But I may observe that the “Podmore, Dingwall, Besterman tradition of obtuse negation,” 
is a tradition of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s own invention, though I am proud to be associated in 
this way with Podmore, for whose critical methods I have the greatest admiration.

The above lines were written for printing in the Journal as a reply to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
letter to the Council. In his circular Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has added further criticisms of my 
review, to which I now reply as briefly as possible. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle says that I complain 
“that we are not told where the sword was apported from,” and goes on to quote a passage 
tending to show that we are told. This is not the case: two different swords are in question. Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle says of me, “He talks of the apports as if their extreme length was two feet .
. .” This is not the case: I do not make any such statement. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle writes of 
me., “He complains that he does not know what a flexatone is, and yet it is described on page 
97.” This is not the case: what I wrote is that the “flexatone” is not illustrated or adequately 
described, and that I have been unable to find any reference to it in the standard musical and 
other works of reference.

(Signed) THEODORE BESTERMAN.
14 February 1930.
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ACD’s AUSTRALIAN HELPER

The name of Leslie Cumow is known to every reader of ACD’s “History of 
Spiritualism” since the author early explains: -

“ I t  w a s  c le a r  th a t  su c h  a  w o rk  n e e d e d  a  g re a t  d ea l o f  re s e a rc h  - f a r  m o re  th a n  I  in  m y  c ro w d e d  
life  c o u ld  d e v o te  to  it. I t  is  t ru e  th a t  m y  tim e  w a s  in  an y  c a se  d e d ic a te d  to  it, b u t  th e  l ite ra tu re  is  
v a s t, a n d  th e re  w e re  m a n y  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t w h ic h  c la im e d  m y  a tte n tio n . U n d e r  th e s e  
c irc u m s ta n c e s  I  c la im e d  a n d  o b ta in e d  th e  lo y a l a s s is ta n c e  o f  M r. W . L e s lie  C u rn o w , w h o se  
k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  s u b je c t a n d  w h o s e  in d u s try  h a v e  p ro v e d  to  b e  in v a lu a b le . H e  h a s  d u g  
a s s id u o u s ly  in to  th a t  v a s t  q u a rry ; h e  h a s  s e p a ra te d  o u t th e  o re  f ro m  th e  ru b b ish , a n d  in  e v e ry  w a y  
h e  h a s  b e e n  o f  th e  g re a te s t  a s s is ta n c e . I  h a d  o r ig in a lly  e x p e c te d  n o  m o re  th a n  ra w  m a te r ia l, b u t  
h e  h a s  o c c a s io n a lly  g iv e n  m e  th e  f in is h e d  a rtic le , o f  w h ic h  I  h a v e  g la d ly  a v a ile d  m y se lf , a lte r in g  
i t  o n ly  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  g e tt in g  m y  o w n  p e rso n a l p o in t  o f  v iew . I  c a n n o t a d m it  to o  fu lly  th e  lo y a l 
a s s is ta n c e  w h ic h  h e  h a s  g iv e n  m e , a n d  i f  I  h a v e  n o t  c o n jo in e d  h is  n a m e  w ith  m y  o w n  u p o n  th e  
t i t le -p a g e  i t  is  fo r  re a s o n s  w h ic h  h e  u n d e rs ta n d s  a n d  in  w h ic h  h e  a c q u ie s c e s .”

This raises the question of course of whether Curnow was responsible for any of 
the errors in HOS. At any rate, he took a natural interest in the impact of the book, 
and called attention in LIGHT October 16 1926, p 484 to some reviews.

R E V IE W E R S  R E V IE W E D
SIR  A . C O N A N  D O Y L E S  “H IS T O R Y  O F S P IR IT U A L IS M ”

BY LESLIE CURNOW

B y  th e  is s u e  o f  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le ’s im p o r ta n t  “H is to ry  o f  S p ir i tu a lis m ” (C a sse lls , 2 
v o ls , 4 2 s .)  a  u n iq u e  o p p o r tu n ity  h a s  b e e n  a f fo rd e d  o f  g e tt in g  so m e  id e a  o f  th e  a tt itu d e  o f  th e  
P re s s  o f  th is  c o u n try  to w a rd s  S p ir itu a lism . F o r  so m e  y e a rs  i t  h a s  b e e n  e v id e n t  th a t  a  m o re  
e n lig h te n e d  to n e  o f  o p in io n  p re v a ile d , a n d  n o w  th a t  v ie w  is  th o ro u g h ly  su b s ta n tia te d . I t  m ay  b e  
sa id  w ith o u t  fe a r  o f  c o n tra d ic t io n  th a t  th e  “H is to ry ” h a s  b e e n  w e ll rec e iv e d . I  h a v e  re a d  so m e  
th ir ty  to  fo rty  re v ie w s  in  L o n d o n  a n d  p ro v in c ia l  n e w sp a p e rs , a n d  fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  th e y  are  
c o u c h e d  in  c o m p lim e n ta ry  te rm s . M o re  th a n  o n e  c o n g ra tu la te s  S ir A r th u r  o n  h is  fa irn e s s , an d  
o p e n -m in d e d n e s s  in  s ta tin g  h is  v ie w s , in  s e e in g  th e  w e a k  sp o ts , a n d  n o t  b e in g  a f ra id  to  s p e a k  o f  
th em . O n e  w r i te r  w h o  w a s  im p re s s e d  b y  th is  a s p e c t  o f  th e  “H is to ry ” say s, “ T h e  z e a l o f  th e  
d e v o te e  is  h e ld  in  c h e c k  b y  th e  in h ib itio n s  o f  a  c o o l, sh re w d , im p a r tia l  a n d  ju d g in g  m in d .”

T h e  fo llo w in g  e x tra c ts  m a y  b e  q u o te d  as in s ta n c e s  o f  a  w e lc o m e  b re a d th  o f  v iew : -

“ T h e  d a y  h a s  g o n e  b y  w h e n  S p iritu a lism  c a n  b e  d ism iss e d  w ith  a  c o n te m p tu o u s  sh ru g  o f  th e  
sh o u ld e rs  as a  p a lp a b le  sy s te m  o f  fra u d . . . . E v e n  th e  c h u rc h e s , a s  w e ll  as th e  a v e ra g e  m an , h a v e  
c o m e  to  a d m it  th a t  th e re  is  so m e th in g  in  i t .”
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“ I t  re q u ire s  m o re  c re d u lity  to  b e lie v e  th a t  s c ie n tif ic  in v e s t ig a to rs  w e re  th ro u g h o u t  d u p e d  in  
th e ir  in v e s tig a tio n s , th a n  to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  p h e n o m e n a  th e y  a v o w  w e re  p ro d u c e d .”

“ I f  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  f ra u d u le n t  m e d iu m s , i t  is  a lso  n o t  an  u n c o m m o n  th in g  to  f in d  a  c le rg y m a n  
in  th e  d o c k .”

“ W h e n  m e n  l ik e  S ir  A r th u r  a n d  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e  a re  su c h  c o n v in c e d  u p h o ld e rs  o f  th e  
d o c tr in e , w e  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  f in d  c o m p la c e n t  c o m fo r t  in  th e  re f le c t io n  th a t  its  a p p e a l is  o n ly  to  th e  
ig n o ra n t  a n d  th e  g u l lib le .”

W h ile  th e re  a re  th e s e  m o re  to le ra n t  v ie w s , th e re  is  y e t  to  b e  fo u n d  in  so m e  q u a rte rs  a  c u rio u s  
w a n t  o f  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  su b jec t, as  w h e n  o n e  n e w s p a p e r  sp o k e  o f  S ir  A r th u r  a s  th e  a u th o r  o f  
“R a y m o n d ” !

I t  is  n o t  s u rp r is in g , p e rh a p s  to  f in d  in  th e s e  P re s s  n o tic e s  an  a lm o s t to ta l  la c k  o f  w h a t  m ay  b e  
c a lle d  in fo rm e d  c ritic ism . C e r ta in ly  th e re  w a s  S ir  O liv e r  L o d g e 's  le n g th y  n o tic e  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  
tw o  is s u e s  o f  “ T. P . ’s a n d  C a s s e ll ’s W e e k ly ,” b u t  th is  o n ly  se rv e d  as a  b r ig h t  c o n tra s t  to  th e  rest.

In  th e  n o tic e s  o f  th e  r e l ig io u s  P re s s  th e re  is  a  re sp e c tfu l to n e , th o u g h  n o  s ig n  o f  an y  
e n th u s ia sm  fo r  th e  su b jec t. T h is  c a n  b e  u n d e rs to o d  i f  th e  fo llo w in g  p a s sa g e  is  a  c o rre c t 
p re s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  v ie w s  o f  th e  ch u rc h e s .

“ A  p ro fo u n d  g u l f  is  f ix e d  b e tw e e n  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  th e  C h r is tia n  C h u rc h  in  a ll i ts  b ra n c h e s , 
a n d  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  S p ir itu a lism . U n d iv id e d  C h r is te n d o m  b e lie v e d  th a t  r e d e e m e d  so u ls  a w a ite d  
in  a  p e n ite n tia l  s ta te  th e  c o m in g  o f  th e  J u d g e  a n d  S av io u r. . . P ro te s ta n t  te a c h in g  is  s u m m e d  u p  in  
th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  S h o r te r  C a te c h ism , ‘T h e  so u ls  o f  b e lie v e rs  a re  a t  th e ir  d e a th  m a d e  p e rfe c t  in  
h o lin e s s , a n d  d o  im m e d ia te ly  p a ss  in to  g lo ry .’”

T h e  te a c h in g s  o f  S p ir itu a lism  a re  c e r ta in ly  in  c o n f l ic t  w ith  th is  la t te r  s ta te m e n t.

A n o th e r  C h u rc h  p a p e r  c o n s id e rs  th a t, “ I f  w h a t  S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  a n tic ip a te s  w ith  su ch  
fe rv o u r  sh o u ld  c o m e  to  p a ss , a n d  c o n v e rse  w ith  th e  d e a d  o f  th e  k in d  w h ic h  w e  f in d  h e re  
d e s c r ib e d  b e c o m e  a  c o m m o n p la c e , th e re  w o u ld  b e  an  e n d  to  fa i th  a n d  a lso  to  h o p e .”

I f  so , fa i th  a n d  h o p e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  re p la c e d  b y  s o m e th in g  fa r  m o re  su s ta in in g , th a t  is, b y  
k n o w le d g e , C le rg y m e n  o f  a ll d e n o m in a tio n s  h a v e  b e e n  re a d y  to  c o n fe s s  th a t  w h e n  th e y  b e c a m e  
c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  tru th s  o f  S p ir itu a lism  a  n e w  w o r ld  o f  c o m fo r t  a n d  e n lig h te n m e n t w a s  th e irs . F o r  
in s ta n c e , th e  R e v . F . C . S p u rr  in  h is  lit tle  b o o k , “ T h e  H e a r t  o f  a  F a th e r ,” s p e a k in g  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  
h is  son , said :

“ T h e  o n ly  th in g  o f  im p o r ta n c e  to  m e  w a s  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t  m y  b o y  re a lly  l iv e d  in  th e  S p irit  
W o rld . I  w a n te d  to  k n o w . M o re  h o p e  a n d  v a g u e  b e l ie f  w e re  s in g u la r ly  u n sa tis fy in g . “ A n d  th e n  
w h e n  k n o w le d g e  c a m e  to  h im , a n d  h e  w a s  s a tis f ie d  b e y o n d  d o u b t th a t  h e  w a s  in  to u c h  w ith  h is  
b o y , h is  h e a r t  c ry  is, “ T h is  n e w  e x p e rie n c e  h a s  tra n s fo rm e d  o u r  liv e s . T h e  sp ir i t  w o r ld  in  w h ic h  
m y  w ife  a n d  I  h a v e  a lw a y s  ‘b e lie v e d ’ h a s  n o w  b e c o m e  a  v e ry  rea l p la c e  to  u s .”
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T h is  m a n ly  c o n fe s s io n  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  s u b s ti tu tin g  k n o w le d g e  fo r  m e re  v a g u e  b e l ie f  sh o u ld  
se rv e  as su ff ic ie n t  a n s w e r  to  th e  fe a rs  e x p re s s e d  b y  th e  e c c le s ia s tic a l o rg an .

O n e  o f  th e  s tra n g e s t  c r i t ic ism s  c o m e s  f ro m  M is s  E v e ly n  U n d e rh il l  in  th e  “ O b s e rv e r .” A s  th is  
la d y  h a s  d e liv e re d  an  a d d re s s  to  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  L o n d o n  S p ir itu a lis t  A ll ia n c e  sh e  c a n  h a rd ly  
b e  w ith o u t  so m e  sy m p a th y  w ith  its  a im s, a n d  th e re fo re  h e r  re m a rk s  m u s t  b e  a ttr ib u te d  to  w a n t  o f  
u n d e rs ta n d in g . In  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  w o m a n  o f  E n d o r  (w h o m  sh e  g o e s  o u t o f  h e r  w a y  to  m a lig n  b y  
c a ll in g  th e  W itc h  o f  E n d o r) , sh e  say s  i t  w a s  sh e  w h o  “ p u rp o r te d  to  su m m o n  th e  g re a t  sp ir i t  o f  th e  
p ro p h e t  f ro m  th e  p la c e  o f  re s t, a n d  n e v e r  th e  p ro p h e t  h im s e lf  w h o  so u g h t su c h  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  
f ro m  th e  u n k n o w n .”

P s y c h ic  s tu d e n ts  d o  n o t  n e e d  to  b e  re m in d e d  h o w  u tte r ly  w ro n g  th is  s ta te m e n t is, f ir s t  in  th e  
id e a  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  “ s u m m o n ” a n y o n e , an d , se co n d , th e  o ld , m o ss -g ro w n  id e a  o f  a  “ p la c e  o f  
r e s t .”

A f te r  a d m itt in g  th a t  th e  l iv e s  o f  th e  s a in ts  s h o w  a  rea l c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  sa n c tity  an d  
“ c e r ta in  k in d s  o f  p sy c h ic  a b n o rm a li ty ,” a n d  th a t  th e ir  l iv e s  p ro v id e  n u m e ro u s  a n d  s tr ik in g  
e x a m p le s  o f  p o s t-m o rte m  a p p e a ra n c e s , sh e  g o e s  on , “ Y e t, in  sp ite  o f  th is , i t  is  su re ly  n o t  to o  
se v e re  to  say  th a t  t ru ly  sp ir itu a l m in d s  h a v e  se ld o m  b e e n  S p iritu a lis t ic , a n d  th a t  th e  ‘h ig h  
te a c h in g s ’ o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  m e d iu m is tic  c h a n n e ls  a t o n c e  b e tra y  th e ir  sh o d d in e s s , w h e n  
c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  u t te ra n c e s  o f  th e  sa in ts .”

I t  is  d if f ic u lt  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t  is  m e a n t b y  th e  re m a rk  th a t  sp ir itu a l m in d s  h a v e  se ld o m  b e e n  
S p iritu a lis t ic , b u t  in  so  fa r  as th e s e  m in d s  h a v e  b e e n  in  to u c h  w ith  sp ir itu a l v e r i t ie s  th e n  th e y  
h a v e  b e e n  a t  o n e  w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  a n d  b e s t  in  S p ir itu a lism . In  th e  se c o n d  c r it ic ism  w e  se em  to  
d e te c t  a  r e g re tta b le  n o te  o f  p re ju d ic e . F ro m  b o th  so u rc e s  th e  te a c h in g  is  lo fty , a n d  w h ic h e v e r  i t  is  
th a t  o n e  f in d s  th e  m o re  h e lp fu l is  a  m a tte r  o f  sp ir i tu a l te m p e ra m e n t.

W h a t  a re  w e  to  say  to  M is s  U n d e rh il l ’s fu r th e r  o b je c tio n  th a t  th e  S p ir itu a lis t ic  h e a v e n  is  
“ e s se n tia l ly  c o m fo r ta b le ” ? D o e s  sh e  e x p e c t to  f in d  i t  u n c o m fo r ta b le ?  A t th e  sa m e  t im e  h e r  v ie w  
is  su re ly  a  la m e n ta b ly  in e x a c t  in fe re n c e  fro m , say , th e  V a le  O w e n  s c r ip t a n d  o th e rs  o f  th e  sa m e  
k in d . H e a v e n , o f  c o u rse , o r  an y  o th e r  a b o d e  o f  h a p p in e s s  m u s t  h a v e  c h a ra c te r is tic s  th a t  m a y  b e  
d e sc r ib e d , i f  in a p tly , a s  “ c o m fo r ta b le ,” b u t  in  n o  se n se  th e  sm u g , o r  m e re  a rm -c h a ir  c o m fo r t 
w h ic h  M is s  U n d e rh il l  in te n d s  to  c o n v e y . In d e e d , a ll th e  a c c o u n ts  th a t  c o m e  to  u s  f ro m  th e  sp ir it  
w o r ld  a g re e  th a t  l ife  th e re , w h ile  o n e  o f  c o n g e n ia l o c c u p a tio n , is  m a d e  u p  o f  h ig h  e n d e a v o u r  in  
m in is te r in g  to  th e  w a n ts  o f  o th ers .

N o t  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  h a s  th e re  b e e n  su c h  a  f lo o d  o f  p u b lic ity  as th a t  g iv e n  to  S ir  A r th u r 's  
n o ta b le  “ H is to ry ,” a n d  th e  d is c u s s io n  th u s  a ro u se d  c a n n o t fa il to  e x c ite  f re s h  in te re s t  in  th e  c a u se  
o f  S p iritu a lism .
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But who was Leslie Cumow? Sometimes this kind of question is answered only in 
the obituaries, and sadly this came swiftly, in Light December 18, 1926 p. 602.

THE PASSING OF MR LESLIE CURNOW
I t  is  w ith  g re a t  r e g re t  th a t  w e  le a rn  o f  th e  p a s s in g  f ro m  u s  o n  S a tu rd a y , th e  11 th  in s ta n t, a f te r  a 

sh o rt  i lln e ss , o f  L e s lie  C u rn o w , w h o  w a s  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  an  e n th u s ia s t ic  w o rk e r  in  th e  S p ir itu a lis t  
m o v e m e n t. T h e  so n  o f  th e  e d ito r  o f  a  le a d in g  A u s tra l ia n  n e w sp a p e r , th e  “ S y d n e y  M o rn in g  
H e ra ld ,” M r. C u rn o w , w h o  o b ta in e d  th e  d e g re e  o f  B a c h e lo r  o f  A r ts  a t S y d n e y  U n iv e rs ity , to o k  
u p  th e  c a re e r  o f  jo u rn a lis m , a n d  c o m in g  to  E n g la n d  in  1913 , w a s  e n g a g e d  b y  th e  L o n d o n  
“ T im e s ” a n d  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  n e w sp a p e rs , in c lu d in g  th e  “ S u n d a y  T im e s .” H e  w a s  fo r  so m e  tim e  
a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  s ta f f  o f  L IG H T  a n d  s u b se q u e n tly  e m b a rk e d  u p o n  a u th o rsh ip  a n d  le c tu r in g , in  
c o n n e c tio n  w ith  S p ir itu a lism  a n d  P s y c h ic  R e s e a rc h , in  w h ic h  h e  m e t w ith  m a rk e d  su c ce ss . H e  
a s s is te d  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  “ T h e  H is to ry  o f  S p ir itu a lism ,” a n d  a lso  
w ro te  a  b o o k , “ T h e  P h y s ic a l P h e n o m e n a  o f  S p ir itu a lism ,” w h ic h  w a s  w e ll rec e iv e d .

H e  w a s  a  “ p la in  b lu n t  m a n ,” o f  g re a t  s in c e r ity  a n d  h o n e s ty  o f  p u rp o se , a n d  th e  a ffe c tio n  in  
w h ic h  h e  w a s  h e ld  w a s  te s t if ie d  to  in  n o  u n c e r ta in  m a n n e r  o n  S u n d a y  la s t, w h e n  th e  
c o n g re g a tio n s  a t th e  ^ o l i a n  a n d  G ro tr ia n  H a lls  ro se  in  s ile n t tr ib u te  to  h is  m em o ry .

W e  e x te n d  to  L e s lie  C u rn o w , in  h is  n e w  s ta g e  o f  life , o u r  s in c e re  g o o d  w is h e s  a t th is  p re s e n t  
s e a so n  o f  G o o d w ill  to  a ll m en .

More tributes were paid at the funeral, reported in Light December 25, 1926 p. 
609: -

THE PASSING OF LESLIE  CURNOW

T h e  in te r m e n t  o f  th e  m o r ta l  r e m a in s  o f  L e s l i e  C u r n o w  to o k  p la c e  a t  S t. P a n c ra s  
C e m e te ry , E a s t  F in c h le y ,  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  1 6 th  in s t . ,  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  la r g e  g r o u p  o f  h is  
f r ie n d s .  A  s h o r t  s e rv ic e  in  th e  c e m e te r y  c h a p e l  w a s  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  R e v . G e o . V a le  
O w e n , a s s i s te d  b y  th e  R e v . H . M . S. B a n k a r t ,  th e  r e g u la r  c h a p la in ,  a n d  M rs .  P h i l ip  
C h a m p io n  d e  C r e s p ig n y  r e a d  th e  2 3 r d  P s a lm . A t  th e  g r a v e s id e  S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  s a id  
a  f e w  im p r e s s iv e  w o r d s  in  t r ib u te  to  th e  d e p a r te d  w o rk e r .  H e  s a id  h e  w a s  r e m in d e d  o f  a 
s im i la r  o c c a s io n  w h e n ,  in  C a l i f o r n ia ,  i t  w a s  s a id  o f  a  d e a d  f r ie n d ;  “ T h e  c a g e  is  o u tg ro w n , 
b u t  th e  b i r d  s o a rs  a n d  s in g s  a b o v e  i t . ” S o  th e y  m ig h t  sa y  o f  t h e i r  d e a r  b r o th e r ,  L e s l ie  
C u rn o w , th a t  h is  c a g e  w a s  b r o k e n  a n d  th e  b i r d  h a d  e s c a p e d  to  a  h a p p ie r  r e g io n . T h e y  w e r e  
s im p ly  th e r e  to  la y  th e  c a g e  o n  th e  s c ra p  h e a p  o f  o ld  c a g e s . H is  s p i r i t  h a d  p a s s e d  to  a  s ta te  
o f  p e a c e  a n d  r e s t ,  a f te r  th e  s t r u g g le  o f  e a r th . H e  w a s  a  g o o d  c o m ra d e ;  a  m a n  to  w h o m  th e y  
c o u ld  tu r n  in  n e e d  w i th o u t  f e a r  o f  h is  f a i l in g  th e m . T h e y  w o u ld  m is s  h im  s o re ly ,  a l th o u g h  
k n o w in g  b e  w o u ld  s ti l l  b e  w i th  th e m  in  th e i r  w o r k  in  th a t  n e w  l i f e  u p o n  w h ic h  h e  h a d  
e n te r e d . T h e y  h a d  n o t  to  s a y  f a r e w e l l  to  h im , b u t  o n ly  a u  re v o ir .
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T h e  R e v . G e o . V a le  O w e n , a d d r e s s in g  th e  a r i s e n  s p i r i t  a s  “ o u r  b r o th e r  a n d  f e l lo w  
s o ld ie r ,” sa id : “ M a y  G o d  a n d  H is  a n g e ls  k e e p  y o u , a n d  th e  p e a c e  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r is t  
b e  w i th  y o u .”

A m o n g s t  th e  f r ie n d s  p r e s e n t ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  t h o s e  a lr e a d y  m e n t io n e d  w e r e  th e  D u c h e s s  
o f  H a m il to n ,  M is s  L in d - a f - H a g e b y ,  M r. H o r a c e  L e a f ,  M r. D a w s o n  R o g e r s ,  a n d  M r. D a v id  
G o w . A  n u m b e r  o f  M r. C u r n o w 's  f r ie n d s  f ro m  th e  H a m p d e n  C lu b  a n d  o th e r s ,  w h o s e  n a m e s  
c o u ld  n o t  b e  o b ta in e d ,  w e r e  a ls o  in  a t te n d a n c e .

A  l e t t e r  w e  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  th e  S e c re ta r y  o f  th e  H a m p d e n  C lu b  s ta te s :  “ M r. C u rn o w  
w a s  h e ld  in  h ig h  e s te e m  b y  a ll  w h o  k n e w  h im  h e re ,  a n d  w e  a re  a ll  v e ry  s h o c k e d  a t  h is  
s u d d e n  e n d .” M r. C u r n o w  w a s , w e  b e l ie v e ,  a  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  H a m p d e n  C lu b  f o r  s o m e  te n  
y e a r s  o r  m o re . H e  w a s  58  y e a r s  o f  ag e .

T w o  o th e r  f r ie n d s  s e n t tr ib u te s .

The first of several written tributes appeared in LIGHT January 29, 1927 p. 52.

S O M E  M E M O R I E S  O F  L E S L I E  C U R N O W

M r. Ja m e s  C o a te s  w rite s : -

I t  w a s  m y  p riv ile g e  to  k n o w  M r. C u rn o w  v e ry  w e ll, an d  I so o n  rec o g n ise d  h is  ab ility , p e rso n a l 
c h a ra c te r  a n d  d eep  in te re s t  in  S p iritu a lism . I  h a d  te a  w ith  h im  tw ic e  in  h is  ro o m  in  th e  H a m p d e n  
C lu b , an d  w a s  a s to n ish e d  a t h is  lib ra ry . H e  sp en t h o u rs  se a rc h in g  se c o n d -h a n d  sh o p s  an d  
b o o k s ta lls  -  h o u rs  th a t a n o th e r  m a n  w o u ld  ta k e  fo r  re s t  an d  re c re a tio n  a fte r  h is  s tre n u o u s  d a y ’s 
w o rk . H e  h a d  th e  C o lo n ia l m a n n e r  -  a  little  f re e  b u t  n e v e r  u n g e n tle m a n ly  -  a n d  h e  w a s  g iv e n  to  
s tro n g  lik e s  an d  d islik es .

I  h a d  m u c h  p le a su re  in  in tro d u c in g  M r. C u rn o w  -  a  s tra n g e r  -  to  sev era l in te re s tin g  p e o p le , an d  
to  o n e  sé an c e  - w ith  M rs . S u sa n n a  H arris . In  th is  ca se  o n e  e x p e rien c e  w a s  en o u g h . H e  fe lt th e  
sé an c e  w a s  e v id en tia l, b u t  i t  la c k e d  in  sp iritu a lity . H e  n e v e r  w e n t b a c k  ag a in . I t  w a s  to o  c o a rse  fo r  
h im .

In  a b se n c e  o n  h o lid a y  o f  th e  E d ito r  o f  L IG H T  h e  w a s  in  th e  cha ir. I  w a s  in  A b e rd e e n  ab o u t 
1922  to  1923. T h e  c ity  w a s  in  a  g re a t  s ta te  o f  e x c ite m e n t a b o u t a  h a u n te d  h o u se . T h e  p o lic e  
o ffic ia ls  b e lie v e d  in  th e  h au n tin g . O n  th e  re c e ip t o f  a  w ire  fro m  M r. C u rn o w  d e s ir in g  m e  to  in q u ire , 
I  g o t p e rm iss io n  fro m  th e  C h ie f  C o n s ta b le  to  in v es tig a te . In  c o m p a n y  w ith  a  w e ll-k n o w n  
S p iritu a lis t I  v is ite d  th e  h o u se , in te rv ie w e d  th e  p eo p le , an d  d re w  ce rta in  c o n c lu s io n s . T h e  h e a d  o f  
th e  h o u se  w a s  a  p e rso n  o f  d o u b tfu l s tan d in g , m a k in g  a  g o o d  b i t  o u t o f  th e  v is ito rs . A s  to  th e  
“ h a u n tin g ,” it  w a s  c le a rly  d u e  to  n a tu ra l c a u se s-  r ic k e tty  f lo o rin g , a n d  c ru m b lin g  o f  th e  w a lls  
b e lo w . I  se n t a  w ire  to  M r. C u rn o w  to  th is  e ffec t: “ T h e re  is  n o th in g  in  th e  h a u n tin g s . A ll d u e  to  
n a tu ra l c a u se s .” T h e  lo ca l P re ss  g o t th e  fu ll p a rticu la rs , an d  th e  h a u n tin g s  ceased .
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A  sh o rt t im e  b e fo re  S ir A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le  sa iled  to  A u s tra lia , M r. C u rn o w , re n d e re d  h im  
so m e  se rv ice . F ro m  th a t  t im e  till b e fo re  M r. C u rn o w ’s d em ise , I  h a v e  re a so n  to  th in k  th a t  S ir 
A r th u r  a p p re c ia te d  h is  ab ility  an d  se rv ice , a n d  p a id  h is  g ra te fu l tr ib u te  to  th e  m e m o ry  o f  C u rn o w  at 
th e  g rav es id e .

L e t  m e  p la c e  a  s to n e  o f  m e m o ry  o n  h is  ca irn .

A second tribute appeared in LIGHT February 12, 1927 page 78.

M O R E  M E M O R I E S  O F  L E S L I E  C U R N O W

M R S . F . E . L E A N IN G  w rite s : -

A s  an  in tim a te  f r ie n d  o f  th e  la te  L e s lie  C u rn o w , i t  h a s  g iv e n  m e  g re a t  p le a s u re  to  see  th e  
k in d ly  n o tic e s  o f  h im  th a t  h a v e  a p p e a re d  in  L IG H T  a n d  e lse w h e re . I t  w a s  re a lly  h e  w h o  s ta r te d  
m e  o n  su ch  c a re e r  a s  a  w r i te r  as I  h a v e  h a d , fo r  m y , p re p o s s e s s io n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p o w e r  a n d  th e  
g lo ry  o f  e d ito rs  w e re  to o  s tro n g  a lto g e th e r  fo r  m e  to  h a v e  d a re d  to  su b m it an y  w o rk  d ire c t  to  
su c h  a u g u s t  b e in g s . M r. C u rn o w , h o w e v e r , w a s  n o t  an  e d ito r , b u t  an  a s s is ta n t  e d ito r , a  k in d  m a n  
w h o  w o u ld  s it  d o w n  b e s id e  o n e  l ik e  an  o rd in a ry  h u m a n  b e in g , a n d  to  w h o m  I w a s  n o t  a f ra id  to  
d isp la y  m y  p e rp le x itie s . P e rh a p s  th e  p re s e n t  E d i to r  o f  L IG H T  w ill  n o t  m in d  m y  a d d in g  h e re  th a t  
m y  te r ro rs  y ie ld e d  b y  d e g re e s  to  th e  d isc o v e ry  th a t  e v e n  th e  c h ie f  c a n  b e  th e  k in d e s t  a n d  m o s t 
m o d e s t  o f  f r ie n d s , a n d  c a n  c o m b in e  g a ie ty  a n d  c o m ra d e sh ip  w ith  th e  w ie ld in g  o f  p o w e r  an d  
a u th o rity . B u t  in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o u r  a c q u a in ta n c e  I  w a s  to o  t im id  a n d  to o  d a z e d  w ith  
e x c ite m e n t to  d o  h im  ju s t ic e . T h u s  i t  h a p p e n e d  o n e  d ay , w h e n  M r. C u rn o w  h a d  ta n ta lis e d  m e  
w ith  th e  s ig h t o f  a  n e w  b o o k  w h ic h  h e  h a d  in  h a n d  to  re v ie w , th a t  h e  su d d e n ly  p u t  i t  in to  m y  
h a n d s  a n d  sa id , “ T a k e  i t  h o m e  w ith  y o u  a n d  see  w h a t  y o u  c a n  m a k e  o f  i t .”

I  ro se  a t o n c e  in to  a  “ s u p e rio r  c o n d it io n ,” a n d  to o k  i t  h o m e , w a lk in g  o n  air. I t  s e e m e d  to  m e  
g re a t  fu n  to  p la y  a t  re v ie w in g  a  b o o k : o f  c o u rse , I  h a d  n e v e r  d o n e  su c h  a  th in g  in  m y  life , a n d  d id  
n o t  fo r  a  m o m e n t th in k  i t  a n y th in g  b u t  a  je s t .  F o r ty -e ig h t  h o u rs  la te r  I  se n t m y  sh e e ts  to  M r. 
C u rn o w : w ith  a  sa u cy  n o te : “H o w ’s y o u r  re v ie w in g ?  I 'v e  d o n e  m in e! A n d  I 'v e  le f t  in  a ll th e  lit tle  
b ite s , fo r  th e re  isn 't  t im e  to  c o p y  i t  o u t .” I  h a d  th e  m o s t  s tu p e fy in g  su rp r ise  o f  m y  life  w h e n  I g o t 
a  n o te  f ro m  th e  E d i to r  a c c e p tin g  it, a n d  d id  n o t  b e lie v e  i t  w o u ld  re a lly  b e  p r in te d  e v e n  th en . B u t  
i t  w a s , w ith  o n ly  o n e  w o rd  a lte red .

A f te r  th is , as  w e  g re w  in  m u tu a l re s p e c t  fo r  e a c h  o th e r ’s a c q u ire m e n ts , m y  l ite ra ry  c o m ra d e  
d id  m e  m a n y  a n d  m a n y  a  g o o d  tu rn , fo r  w e  w e re  e a g e r  b o o k -w o rm s  b o th , a n d  th o u g h  h is  
c o lle c t io n  fa r  o u t-n u m b e re d  m in e , h e  h e lp e d  m e  c o n s ta n tly  to  th e  k in d  o f  b o o k s  I  w a n te d , a n d  h is  
a d v ic e  a n d  k n o w le d g e  w e re  in v a lu a b le . A n o th e r  fe llo w -e n th u s ia s t, still le f t  I  am  th a n k fu l to  say , 
fo r  o u r  c o m fo r tin g , w r ite s  to  m e  th u s: “ I  w a s  in d e e d  so rry  a b o u t L e s lie  C u rn o w . I  h a rd ly  k n e w  
h im , b u t  I  l ik e d  w h a t  I  d id  k n o w . I  lo v e d  h im  fo r  h is  f ra n k n e s s  a n d  s in c e rity . H e  d id  g re a t  w o rk . 
H e  w a s  fu ll o f  e n e rg y  a n d  e n th u s ia sm : th a t  a lso  a ttra c te d  m e  to  h im . I  lo v e  e n th u s ia sm , I  d e te s t  
in e r tia . F ra n k ly , l ife  is  w o rk ; I  c a n 't  c o n c e iv e  o f  an y  o th e r .”
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Y e s , fo r  h im  to o , l ife  w a s  w o rk : i t  is  th e  g re a t  e n s ig n  th a t  f lie s  o v e r  th e  U n iv e rse . H e a v e n  
se n d s  n o  b e tte r  b o o m  th a n  th a t  o f  f in d in g  o u r  w o rk  a n d  th e  fe l lo w s h ip  o f  g o o d  c o -w o rk e rs .

There was however further news of Curnow, and it came suitably enough from Sir 
Arthur himself, in LIGHT January 22, 1927 p. 39.

T H E  R E T U R N  O F  L E S L I E  C U R N O W

BY SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

O n  h is  d e a th  b e d  I  m a d e  a  c o m p a c t  w ith  L e s lie  C u rn o w  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  c o m e  b a c k  to  m e  
th ro u g h  M rs . B a rk e l. O n  W e d n e s d a y , th e  5 th  in s t., I  w a s  a b le  to  g e t  a  s it t in g  w ith  th a t  m e d iu m  a t 
th e  P s y c h ic  C o lleg e . T w o -th ird s  o f  th e  s it t in g  w a s  ta k e n  u p  w ith  o th e r  c o m m u n ic a tio n s . T h e n  th e  
fo llo w in g  c a m e  th ro u g h . I  o m it lo n g  p o r tio n s  w h ic h  a re  p r iv a te .

“ H e  w a n ts  to  say  [th e  c o n tro l w a s  ta lk in g ]  th a t  i t  w a s  th e  h a p p ie s t  t im e  o f  h is  l ife  h is  p a s s in g  
o v e r, b e c a u s e  it  sh o w e d  h im  h o w  m a n y  tru e  f r ie n d s  h e  h ad . W h e n  h e  w a s  to ld  b e fo re  th a t  h e  h a d  
m u c h  w o rk  to  d o  h e  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  w ith  y o u , b u t  i t  w a s  re a lly  o v e r  he re .

“H e  sa y s  th a t  h e  h o p e s , i f  p o s s ib le  h is  l ib ra ry  w ill  n o t  b e  s c a tte re d . I t  w a s  h is  l i f e ’s w o rk ; 
k e e p  i t  in  th e  m o v e m e n t. T h e  b o o k s , i f  s e p a ra te d  w o u ld  fe tc h  v e ry  little , so  i t  is  o f  n o  u s e  to  
a n y o n e  sa v e  S p ir itu a lis ts .

“H e  sa y s  w h a t  a  b e a u tifu l th in g ; d e a th  is. T h e  la s t  th in g  th a t  h e  c a n  re m e m b e r  is  s e e in g  M rs . 
S to b a rt  a n d  th e n  d ro p p in g  o f f  to  s leep , a n d  w a k in g  to  f in d  h is  d e a r  fa th e r , m o th e r  a n d  b ro th e r  
w a itin g  fo r  h im .

“ S in c e  h e  h a s  b e e n  o v e r  h e re  h e  h a d  m a d e  h im s e lf  k n o w n  to  se v e ra l o n  y o u r  side .

“ ‘I  w o u ld n 't  c o m e  b a c k , S ir  A r th u r , m u c h  a s  I  lo v e  th e  m o v e m e n t. I  c a n  see  fu r th e r  n o w  an d  
d o  m o re .’

(T h e se  w o rd s  w e re  u t te re d  in  a  v e ry  c lo se  a p p ro x im a tio n  to  h is  o rd in a ry  v o ice . I t  w a s  m o s t 
c o n v in c in g .)

“ I  [th e  c o n tro l]  m e t h im  b e c a u s e  I  p ro m is e d  I w o u ld ,

“ W ill  y o u  lo o k  in to  th e  n o te s  w h ic h  h e  m a d e  fo r  a  l it tle  b o o k  o n  m e n ta l p h e n o m e n a  a n d  p u t 
th e m  in  o rd e r?

(A . C . D .: “ I w ill  d o  m y  b e s t, b u t  y o u  k n o w  I  am  h a rd  p re s s e d ” )
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H e  is  la u g h in g  n o w . H e  is  th in k in g  o f  y o u r  shop . H e  sa y s  th a t  h e  d id  y o u  o v e r  a  b o o k . H e  says 
h e  b o u g h t  o n e  b o o k  a t  y o u r  sh o p  fo r  tw o  s h ill in g s  a n d  h e  w o u ld  n o t  p a r t  w ith  i t  fo r  f if ty  p o u n d s .”

“ W h a t w a s  i t  a b o u t? ”

“ I t  w a s  an  o ld  b o o k , o u t o f  p rin t. I t  w a s  a b o u t m e d iu m sh ip . V e ry  o ld  a n d  d isc o lo u re d .
H e  say s, ‘M a k e  su re  o f  y o u r  o ld  b o o k s  b e fo re  y o u  sell th e m  so  c h e a p .’ H e  is  still la u g h in g .

“N o w  h e  ta lk s  o f  A u s tra lia . H e  w is h e s  to  se n d  h is  lo v e  to  h is  s is te r.

“ H e  say s  th a t  n o  w o rd s  h e  h a s  h e a rd  o r  re a d  c a n  d e s c r ib e  o r  c o m e  n e a r  th e  w o n d e rs  o f  th e  
sp ir i t  w o rld . I f  h e  h a d  h is  l ife  o n c e  a g a in  h e  say s  th a t  h e  w o u ld  f ig h t  to o th  a n d  n a il f o r  it. I t  is  th e  
g re a te s t  a n d  m o s t  g lo r io u s  tru th  e v e r  k n o w n  a n d  m en , th ro u g h  th e ir  o w n  ig n o ra n c e , h a v e  
fo rfe ite d  th e ir  b ir th r ig h t, w h ic h  w a s  c o n s c io u s  u n io n  w ith  th e  sp ir i t  w o r ld  a n d  a n g e lic  g u id a n c e .

“H e  sa y s  th a t  h e  h a s  m e t m a n y  o f  th e  o ld  t im e rs  h e re . I t  s e e m s  th a t  th e re  is  a  g re a t  s tir  to  w o rk  
in . u n ity  in  o rd e r  to  b r in g  a b o u t a  g re a te r  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  la w s  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n .

“ I t  w ill  b e c o m e  th e  u n iv e rsa l re l ig io n  d e sp ite  w h a t  a n y  m a y  say  to  th e  c o n tra ry .

“W h e n  th e  t im e s  o f  t ro u b le  a re  o v e r  C u rn o w  sa y s  th a t  th e  sp ir it  v o ic e s  w ill b e  a u d ib le  in  th e  
la n d  a n d  m a n  w ill a g a in  w a lk  h a n d  in  h a n d  w ith  h is  a n g e lic  g u id es .

“ H e  c a m e  to  h is  o w n  fu n e ra l a n d  h e a rd  s o m e th in g  o f  a  lit tle  b ird  w h ic h  p le a s e d  a n d  a m u se d  
h im .”

T h o s e  w e re  th e  c h ie f  p o in ts  in  h is  c o m m u n ic a tio n . O n e  h a s  to  a d m it  th a t  th e  m e d iu m  w a s  
fa m ilia r  w ith  C u rn o w ’s a ffa irs  a n d  m a y  h a v e  re ta in e d , e v e n  in  tra n c e , a  su b c o n sc io u s  m e m o ry  o f  
th em . I t  is  a lso  to  b e  n o te d  th a t  I  a sk e d  fo r  h im  b e fo re  h e  c a m e  th ro u g h , so  th a t  it  d id  n o t  a p p e a r  
to  b e  s p o n ta n e o u s . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  i t  is  q u ite  p o s s ib le  th a t  h e  w a s  w a itin g  h is  tu rn  a n d  w o u ld  
h a v e  c o m e  e v e n  i f  I  h a d  n o t  a sk ed . T h e  e v id e n tia l  p o in ts  a re  th e  r e fe re n c e  to  M rs . S to b a rt  w h ic h  
I  k n o w  to  b e  tru e , th o u g h  th e  m e d iu m , so  fa r  as I  k n o w , d id  no t. H is  v ie w s  a b o u t h is  lib ra ry  a re  
c h a ra c te r is t ic  b u t  n o t  s tr ic tly  e v id e n tia l. T h e  u s e  o f  h is  o w n  v o ic e  fo r  a  s in g le  se n te n c e  w a s  
e x tre m e ly  im p re ss iv e . H e  h a d  a  p e c u lia r  n a sa l r is in g  in to n a tio n  w h e n  h e  u s e d  to  say  th e  w o rd s  
“ S ir  A r th u r” w h ic h  w a s  e x a c tly  re p ro d u c e d . T h e  p o in t  a b o u t th e  u n f in is h e d  b o o k  is  tru e , b u t  m ay  
h a v e  b e e n  w ith in  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  m e d iu m , a n d  th e  sa m e  a p p lie s  to  th e  a llu s io n  to  a  b ird  a t 
th e  fu n e ra l. T h e  re fe re n c e  to  th e  v a lu a b le  b o o k  b o u g h t  fo r  tw o  sh illin g s , a n d  h is  a m u s e m e n t a t 
th e  tra n s a c tio n  is  v e ry  c h a ra c te r is tic . H e  b o u g h t  se v e ra l b o o k s  a t th e  sh o p , a n d  I  sh a ll h a v e  so m e  
d iff ic u lty  in  t ra c in g  th is  p a r t ic u la r  o n e , b u t  i f  I  c a n  d o  so  in  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  b e  an  e x c e lle n t  te s t. 
T h e  to ta l  r e s u lt  o f  th e  in te rv ie w , m a k in g  e v e ry  a llo w a n c e  fo r  th e  p a r t ic le s  f ro m  th e  m e d iu m ’s 
m in d  w h ic h  a re  a lw a y s  s w e p t fo rw a rd  in  th e  p s y c h ic  c u rre n t, w a s  e x tre m e ly  c o n v in c in g . T h e  
p a s sa g e  a b o u t w h a t  m a n  h a s  lo s t  b y  h is  ig n o ra n c e  w a s  b e a u tifu l a n d  im p a s s io n e d  as d e liv e re d , 
a n d  i t  to o k  a  C u rn o w  b ra in  to  f ra m e  it.
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This attracted the attention of another editor (LIGHT February 5, 1927 p. 65.)

T H E  R E T U R N  O F  L E S L I E  C U R N O W

S IR ,-I  am  in te n s e ly  in te re s te d  in  S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le 's  r e p o r t  o n  “ T h e  R e tu rn  o f  L e s lie  
C u rn o w ,” a n d  w o u ld  l ik e  to  a d d  o n e  m a tte r  w h ic h  seem s, to  m e , im p o rta n t.

S ir  A r th u r  q u o te s  th e  C o n tro l as  sa y in g , “W ill  y o u  lo o k  in to  th e  n o te s  w h ic h  h e , C u rn o w , 
m a d e  fo r  a  l it tle  b o o k  o n  M e n ta l P h e n o m e n a , a n d  p u t  th e m  in  o rd e r .” I t  m a y  in te re s t  y o u r  re a d e rs  
to  k n o w  th a t  so m e  te n  m o n th s  a g o  I  m a d e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  w ith  M r. C u rn o w  fo r  th e  p re p a ra tio n  an d  
p u b lic a tio n  o f  a  se rie s  o f  a r tic le s  o n  “ T h e  M e n ta l P h e n o m e n a  o f  S p ir itu a lism ,” w ith  th e  in te n tio n  
o f  m a k in g  a  c o m p a n io n  b o o k  to  o n e  I  re c e n tly  p u b lis h e d  o n  “ T h e  P h y s ic a l  P h e n o m e n a  o f  
S p ir itu a lism ,” b y  M r: C u rn o w .

In  th e  la s t  le t te r  I  re c e iv e d  f ro m  M r. C u rn o w , w r itte n  so m e  te n  d a y s  b e fo re  h is  d ea th , h e  to ld  
m e  th a t  h e  w a s  b u s y  w ith  th e  p re p a ra tio n  o f  th is , a n d  h e  h a d  c o m p le te d  th e  n o te s  fo r  th e  f ir s t  f iv e  
c h a p te rs . T o  th e  b e s t  o f  m y  k n o w le d g e  a n d  b e lie f , n o  o n e  w a s  in fo rm e d  th a t  M r. C u rn o w  w a s  
e n g a g e d  u p o n  th e  w o rk , a n d  th e  p o in t  m a y  b e  o f  in te re s t  in  c o n firm in g  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  
c o m m u n ic a to r .

Y o u rs , e tc .,
E R N E S T  W . O A T E N .

M a n c h e s te r .

Another reader added a report to LIGHT February 26, 1927.

THE RETURN  OF LESLIE  CURNOW

S ir ,-C irc u m s ta n c e s  h a v e  in te rv e n e d  to  p re v e n t  m y  re a d in g  L IG H T  fo r  se v e ra l w e e k s , a n d  I 
w a s  m u c h  in te re s te d  to  re a d  S ir  A r th u r  C o n a n  D o y le ’s a r tic le  (p  3 9 ), as  i t  c o n firm s  a  p r io r  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  m in e  h e re  a t  W e s to n  in  th e  e a rly  m o rn in g  o f  D e c e m b e r  3 0 th .

M r. C u rn o w  m a n ife s te d  to  m e  th e n , a n d  se e m e d  to  b e  v e ry  a n x io u s  a b o u t h is  b o o k s , d ra w in g  
m y  a tte n tio n  to  se v era l se ts  a n d  se rie s  o f  v o lu m e s  w h ic h  h e  in d ic a te d  as c o n ta in in g  v a lu a b le  
rec o rd s . H e  se e m e d  to  w is h  th e m  to  b e  p re s e rv e d  a n d  n o t  to  b e  d isp e rsed .

I  im m e d ia te ly  s e n t y o u  an  a c c o u n t o f  th is , w h ic h  y o u  h a v e  a p p a re n tly  o v e rlo o k e d . I  sh o u ld  
l ik e  to  p u t  i t  o n  re c o rd  as c o n f irm in g  M r. C u rn o w ’s re tu rn  a n d  a lso  th e  a n x ie ty  h e  e v id e n tly  fe e ls  
fo r  th e  l ib ra ry  w h ic h  m e a n t so  m u c h  to  h im .

Y o u rs , e tc .,
C H A R L E S  L . T W E E D A L E
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Fortunately a solution was found to the problem of the library. There was only a 
brief report but it was enough to set minds at rest, in LIGHT June 18, 1927 p. 293.

THE LATE MR. LESLIE CURNOW’S LIBRARY.-We are asked to state that in disposing of 
Mr. Curnow’s library, it was found necessary to divide it. One portion was purchased by the 
Marylebone Spiritualist Association, and the other by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who is handing 
over the books acquired by him to the Library of the Britten Memorial Institute in Manchester.

Duncan Gascoyne, curator of the Britten Museum kindly checked “Two Worlds”.

“The only reference I could find was in the Secretary’s Report of the Britten Memorial Fund 
Annual General Meeting held at the Britton Memorial Library, 65 Bridge Street, Manchester on 
Saturday June 9th 1928, which states:-

“The Secretary's report covered all the activities of the year, special mention being made of 
the valuable gift from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle of half of the "Leslie Curnow" collection of 
psychic books. He hoped that sanction from the Charity Commissioners would be received at an 
early date to permit the Library being used until such time as we could establish a permanent 
Library and Institute.”
The Britten Memorial Library collection now belongs to the SNU (although some 
duplicates have been sold off over the years) and is housed at Stansted Hall. They 
bear the bookplate which appears below.

Photo courtesy of Garth Willey LP & PJG
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BO O K S FO R  SALE
Please e-mail psypioneer@aol.com for details

MRS MILLER’S GIFT CD: Written and produced by Gerald O’Hara B.Sc. @ £9.99 +Pp £2.00.

'Helen Duncan - The Mystery Show Trial’ By Robert Hartley @ £12.50 + Pp ISBN: 978-0­
9553420-8-0.
See Psypioneer 3.11: - http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP3.11November07..pdf

' The Cathars and Arthur Guirdham’ Published by Psypioneer @ £4.50 Inc U.K., postage, 
elsewhere (airmail) £4.95 Inc postage. ISBN: 978 0 9536719 3 9.
See Psypioneer 4.4: - http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP4.4April08..pdf

'Aquarian Evangelist: The Age of Aquarius as It Dawned in the Mind of Levi Dowling’ By John 
Benedict Buescher @ £14.50 -  incl. U.K. postage.
See Psypioneer 4.1: - http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP4.1January08..pdf

Mrs Miller’s Gift’ - A Celebration of 75 Years of the Edinburgh College of Parapsychology 
formerly Edinburgh Psychic College & Library’ By Gerald O’Hara & Ann Harrison @ £7.50 + 
Pp ISBN: 978-0-951-4534-9-0.
See Psypioneer 4.1: - http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP4.1January08..pdf

'Dead Men’s Embers’ By Gerald O’Hara @ £14.99 +Pp £2.50 (U.K.) ISBN: 978-0-9514534-6­
9. See Psypioneer book review: - 
http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP3.1January07..pdf

'Six Lectures on Theology and Nature’ By Emma Hardinge first published in 1860. Re­
Published by Psypioneer @ £14.95 + pp. ISBN: 978-0-9556539-0-2 
See Psypioneer 3.6 issue: - http://www.woodlandway.org/PDF/PP3.6June07..pdf

Magical Spiritualism - a warning address given in 1878 to mark thirty years of Modern 
Spiritualism’, Andrew Jackson Davis. Published May 2000 by Psychic Pioneer Publications, this 
is a small booklet 7pp £2.00 incl. U.K., postage (please add 20% for airmail).

' The Mystery of Stainton Moses an address given in 1992 on the centenary of his death’ Leslie 
Price Published December 1999 by Psychic Pioneer Publications, this is a small booklet 8pp 
£2.50 Inc U.K., postage (please add 20% for airmail).

'Occultism and Spiritualism -  a book review by, Stainton Moses originally published under the 
pseudonym M.A. (Oxon). Published 1999 by Psychic Pioneer Publications, this is a small 
booklet 10pp £2.50 Inc U.K., postage (please add 20% for airmail).

A ll three Psychic Pioneer Publications £6.00 Inc U.K., postage (please add 20% for airmail).
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