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SPR SATISFIES CC
See Psypioneer previous issues:

The Society for Psychical Research has provided the Charity Commission with a written 
account of its handling of the Stansted Donation, which has reassured them that the 
society obtained a reasonable return from the surplus material.

The SPR letter, which the Society has kindly released to me, gives more information 
about the origin of the material which passed through Stansted, how it was removed from 
there, and why the SPR came to give it a low financial value. (The total return from sales 
was about the eBay value of just one Victorian volume of Two Worlds.)

The SPR does not wish to publish the letter. We think this is unfortunate, as it adds 
important details to the published accounts.

The Society has also said that it is their consideration that the matter is now closed. It is 
desirable however that the Victorian volumes which have been placed out of the reach of 
scholars, be made accessible again. The SPR charity trustee who was able to purchase 
these, and then refuse all access, has not given Spiritualists cause to trust psychical 
researchers.

LP.

MARGERY CASE REOPENED
One of the most disputed cases in psychical research is once again being studied. The 
work of the Boston medium Mina Crandon caused a split in the American SPR, leading 
to the formation of a separate Boston society led by Walter Franklin Prince.

It has always been difficult to get a rounded picture of the case, but in 1973, a young 
American scholar, Tom Tietze published an overview called “Margery”. However this 
was truncated by the publisher.

Now Tietze is revising his book, and hopes to publish a full account, using material not 
previously available. If you have further material or insights into the Margery case, he 
would be pleased to hear from you, e-mail naylandsmith@gmail.com.

It should be noted that Tietze will not be addressing the paranormality or otherwise of the 
case. His object is to present the story of what happened. He told Psypioneer.
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“The story is amazing at every turn, with all the wildly hopeful characters traipsing to 
Lime Street from all over the world -- and that narrative is world enough for me.”

NOTE ALSO. Barry Wiley, whose work is already familiar to Psypioneer readers, is to 
publish an article about Margery in History Magazine, which should make it once again a 
talking point among American readers.

LP.

Listen to a piece of history:

MRS MILLER’S GIFT CD
Written and produced by Gerald O’Hara B.Sc.

Helen Duncan age 32

In March 2006, Psypioneer published “Ernest Oaten Makes History” - What I believe” : 1 
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LUTHER COLBY
and

THE BANNER

Luther Colby was born to Naval Captain William Colby and wife Mary on October 
12th 1814 at Amesbury, Massachusetts. Having the advantage of an education, 15 
year old Luther Colby left school to commence his business career in the printing 
industry, apprenticing at Exeter, N.H. In 1836 he moved to Boston and gained 
employment at one of the leading daily papers of the day, the Post. Here he spent 
the next twenty years passing through every grade from composing to the editing 
room.

By personal investigation he became convinced of the conscious continuity of 
human life beyond the grave. Through the influence of a Mr William Berry� 	  Colby 
attended a séance which took place in November 1856 at the residence of Mrs. 
Stearns, Cambridge Street, Boston. It was there he met Mrs. J. H. Conant. So 
impressed with her, Colby brought her to the attention of Berry who subsequently 
secured her for a series of weekly séances at his residence in North Cambridge, 
Mass.

Below �  is published an account of the formation of The Banner as told by John W. 
Day� �  one of Colby’ s closest associates who worked with him from the foundation 
of the Banner o f  L igh t as apprentice, compositor, reporter, assistant editor, and later 
as editor.

	 Mr. William Berry, Co-founder of The Banner, was First Lieutenant of the “Andrew Sharpshooters,” at­
tached to the Fifteenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers. He was killed at the Battle of Antietam, Md., 
September 17, 1862, aged 37 years. He was co-worker with Mr. Colby in the establishment of the Banner 
o f Light, and continued as its business manager until he joined the service of his country in the Civil War. 
As a manifesting spirit intelligence he often made his presence known, and wrote through the hand of Mr. 
Colby frequent messages, that were of much comfort and encouragement to him.

�  Taken from Biographic memorial o f Luther Colby by John W. Day, Banner of Light Publishing 
Co., 1895, pages 24 - 28. Printed is the full account with the exception of the removal of a poem 
by R. Augusta Whiting published in The Banner o f Light Appeal of November 26, 1872.

� In 1872 Day wrote the biography of Mrs. J.H. Conant, (aka Fanny Conant), who was the first medium for 
The Banner’s free public circles upon their inauguration. More on Mrs. J.H. Conant and her work with The 
Banner in a latter issue.
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THE BANNER IS�
UNFURLED

MR. BERRY was told in the winter of 1856 that he would soon change his 
business, publish a paper to be called the Banner o f  Light, in the interests’ of the New 
Revelation, and be associated with MR. COLBY and others in its conduct, - all these 
predictions, made through Mrs. Conant’s mediumship by invisible intelligences, 
proving historically true.

The object of The Banner's establishment was thus clearly set forth in its prospectus:

The spiritual manifestations now being developed demand a vehicle of 
communication which all will respect; and the faster good organs are 
multiplied, the better will it be for man and truth. While the world has sheets 
innumerable wherein are advocated the perishing interests of Time, it is 
important, nay, indispensable, that Truth should have its journals also-equal in 
point of mental and typographical merit to any-which plead and set forth the 
demands and developments of Eternity. . . . The Banner o f  Light has not been 
started without careful thought and preparation. It is in obedience to voices, 
nay, commands from on high, that its publication has been determined upon; 
and every confidence is felt that great support w ill be extended, from regions 
of Light, to render it an instrument of good to man. We know that this must be 
the case, fo r  the evidence presented admits o f  no doubt’ or question. In 
obedience, therefore, to a company on high, the Banner o f  Light is to be 
unfurled.

The first issue of The Banner was brought out at No. 17 Washington Street (old 
number), April 11, 1857, by a firm bearing the title “LUTHER COLBY & Co.” It 
w ill be seen that the promises made to the original publishers by their invisible 
prompters were fully kept.

MR. COLBY, from the time of taking up the duty laid down by the spirit 
counsellors was, till his passage to the Higher Life, indefatigable in its every 
discharge.

The Banner's chief effort has always been to emphasize the fact that the mission of 
Modern Spiritualism is not the organization of a new sect, nor the special separation 
of its believers from the rest of the world by party lines, but rather to furnish a 
spiritual solvent, in which the existing forms of eschatological thought are to be 
saturated, illumination taking the place of gloom as the result. To the harmonious 
outworking of this early ideal MR. COLBY ever directed his energies. In the early 
days of the spiritual movement he was called upon for the sake and in defence of the 
Cause, to withstand alike the attacks of the bigoted clergymen, and the gibes of 
sceptical laymen; even Harvard College itself did not shrink from attempting (though 
vainly) the task of shutting out the new light; but he remained firm, in the face of
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This report was signed by H. F. Gardner, M.D., Chairman, Phineas E. Gay, George
A. Bacon, Daniel Farrar, L. A. Bigelow, Lizzie Doten, George W. Smith, Edward 
Haynes, Emma Hardinge-Britten, John Wetherbee, and others of the Music Hall 
Society.

Through the aid of generous friends and subscribers, the stricken firm at once set 
themselves at work to re-issue the paper, and took temporary headquarters at No. 14 
Hanover Street.

On the 26th of April, 1873, Mr. William White suddenly passed to spirit life, at the 
age of sixty years - from heart failure; and the paper has since been brought out under the 
style of COLBY & RICH.

In the autumn of 1873 the publication office of The Banner was removed to No. 9 
Bosworth Street (then Montgomery Place), a location which had been purchased and 
specially fitted up for the purpose by its business manager, Isaac B. Rich. From this place 
it still continues to make its appearance regularly.

#��� 4+**��� "��� � , �0��� 12 �� 15��� ��+6�* � � �6� � � �+��7+!� ��+6�6
8'� � �� � �& �9

“It becomes the duty of The Banner to announce to its many readers in every 
civilized land beneath the sun, the demise of its Founder and Senior Editor, LUTHER 
COLBY.

“No announcement of his sickness has been made in these columns, because of the 
direct wish of the sufferer, who, till a short time before his passage from the mortal, 
had the hope that the power of will, and a naturally strong constitution, would once 
more place him on his feet among men. It is only just to state, however, that for nearly 
two years past MR. COLBY has felt the depressing influence of age, and has been 
fain, perforce, to yield the larger portion of his former labors to younger hands. . . .

“The event which must come to all finally drew near; and at five o'clock on the 
morning of Sunday, October 7th, just five days before the completion of his eightieth 
year, he entered Higher Life from the Crawford House, Scollay Square, Boston, 
which had been his home for some twelve years past.

“He was cared for during his last illness o f nearly two months, by Mrs. W. P. 
Thaxter, of Boston (wife of Mr. W. P. Thaxter of the Crawford), who exhibited to the 
aged sufferer all the tender sympathy and loving care which a - daughter could have 
displayed, though no blood relationship existed between them. We are sure that our 
readers-the elderly men and women, especially, who have followed MR. COLBY's 
work from the days of their youth-will feel to join with us in the expression of 
reverent thanks to this grand trance medium, who willingly closed her office and
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abandoned her own special work, to smooth the path of this wounded veteran soldier 
of the Truth toward ‘the narrow way that leadeth to the Paradise of God.’

“MR. COLBY was never married. He leaves one brother, Moses L., who, with 
Mr. F. F. Morrill (son of his old friend, the late ex-Senator George W. Morrill, of 
Amesbury, Mass.), aided by his bedside.

On Wednesday afternoon, October 10, 1894, the spacious auditorium of the First 
Spiritual Temple, erected by Marcellus S. Ayer, of Boston, at the corner of Exeter and 
Newbury Street’s, was the scene of the funeral rites held in grateful remembrance of MR. 
COLBY'S work when in the mortal, and in respect to the physical tenement wherefrom 
his enfranchised spirit had arisen to the outworking of new demands upon its energies.

The Spiritual Fraternity Society, through Mr. Ayer, placed the Temple in the 
hands of the Committee of Arrangements; and a large assemblage of people, 
including representatives of nearly every form of religious belief or non-belief in 
the community, convened to join in the silent expression which their presence 
involved, that they had lost a friend, a helper, or one in whom their respect was 
strongly centred.

Moses L. Colby (the only surviving brother), and other relatives, were of the 
assemblage.

Among others in attendance were Isaac B. Rich, partner of the deceased, and 
Mrs. Rich ; John W. Day, editor of the Banner o f  L ight, an associate with MR. 
COLBY for the past twenty-seven years W. N. Eayrs, foreign translator for The 
Banner; Mr. M. S. Ayer; Professor and Mrs. Longley. (I have edited many of the 
names due to space)

[Offerings and addresses were numerous and long, these included addresses by Dr. H.B. 
Storer, Eben Cobb, and Lyman C. Howe.]

At the conclusion of the exercises the congregation gazed on the remains. 
Disposed around the body-which was enclosed in a casket of black cloth - were the 
following gentlemen, who acted as pall-bearers: Isaac B. Rich, John W. Day, Charles 
McArthur, Moses T. Dole, M. S. Ayer, Frederick G. Tuttle, Charles F. Fay, David W. 
Craig, William C. Tallman, W. S. Butler and William F. Nye. The ushers were 
Charles T. Wood, Marshall O. Wilcox. The funeral appointments were furnished 
by Mr. J. Tinkham, undertaker. Mr. H. W. Pitman-associate editor of The B a n n e r ­
made and carried out the arrangements for the funeral. The body was taken to Forest 
Hills, where it was cremated. Thursday, October 11th, the ashes were interred in Mrs. 
Conant's lot at Forest Hills Cemetery, Boston, Mass.
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Dr Harrison, Dr Gray, Dr Beloff, Professor Ellison - all have since been called home. 
Madame Blavatsky would, I think, have benevolently enveloped them in tobacco smoke. 
The work of vindicating her continues with attention turning to her Tibetan and Sanskrit 
connections. After the psychical researchers, it is time for justice from the orientalists.

For research both for and against Madame Blavatsky and other Theosophical pioneers, 
one turns first to the quarterly “Theosophical History” . 14 Among the contributors is 
David Reigle, whose work was featured in Psypioneer June 2005.15

An invaluable collection of his papers can be found at “Eastern Tradition Research 
Institute” . 16 In 2008 he added “Tsongkhapa and the Teachings of the Wisdom Tradition”, 
which has an important Appendix 2 called “On Errors in H. P. Blavatsky’s Writings”.

LP.

FLORENCE WAS PSYCHOANALYSED
It is not widely known that Florence Marryat was analysed (posthumously) by Dr Jule 
Eisenbud, best known for his Ted Serios research. Eisenbud had access not only to her 
two main psychic books, but also to eight of her novels, and to her father’s biography. 
His study “The Case of Florence Marryat” was published in JASPR July 1975, and 
reprinted in his book “Psychoanalysis and the Unconscious”.

Eisenbud noted that Florence scarcely had a mother, that her father was a distant and 
possibly violent figure, and that family around her died more frequently than might be 
expected. He detected in the novels the recurrent search for the longed-for father and a 
number of oedipal situations. Indeed she identified with and envied the male. Her 
witnessed materialisations were (he suggested) symbolic reparations for her anatomical 
lack.

However there was one matter which could not be so easily explained - if  she was a 
reliable scribe, why did she always refer to Crookes as Alfred, when his name was 
William?

LP.

14 www.theohistory.org

15 http ://woodlandway.org/PDF/Leslie_Price_PP14_2005.pdf

16 www.easterntradition.org
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JAMES STANLEY GRIMES
1807 -  1903

“M odern spiritualism originated at my lectures in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., in 1843 ”

Little historical attention has been given to Grimes; although he was generally against 
spiritualistic phenomena, he did have significant dealings with the early mediums. We 
have previously published his account of Andrew Jackson Davis in December 2007, 
“O rig in  o f  M odern  Sp iritua lism 1’ also for information on Grimes please refer to this 
issue.2

I noted in the December 2007 issue that Grimes “... claimed he was the first to publish an 
expose o f  the Fox Sisters, claiming that M r  Greeley requested him to give the expose to 
the Tribune 23 fo r  publication in 1850”. This was published24 in the Tribune on 9th, 17th, 
and 26th of July.

Republished below25 is his interesting account of an early Fox séance, which he attended 
in 1850: -

.... the Fox family exhibited themselves in New York city, at Barnum's Hotel:
admission, one dollar. I was in the city at the time, and, in a conversation with Mr. 
Greeley, related my experiences, and stated what I knew of the origin and character of the 
rappers. Mr. Greeley, though he did not agree; with me, that the whole thing was a sheer 
imposition, was a good deal interested in my statements, and requested me to give them 
to the Tribune for publication. I consented, and did so, only suppressing the names and 
residences of the parties.

I believe, that this was the first expose that had ever been made of the rappers, and it 
produced a considerable sensation.

The same day that I published the expose, I went, at M r. Greeley's request, to see the 
Fox girls at Barnum's Hotel, with an understanding, that, while I tested their powers, I 
should not exhibit any signs of skepticism. On the door of the exhibition room was 22 23 24 25

22Volume 3.12 page 267: - http://woodlandway.org/PDF/PP3.12December07..pdf

��  Horace Greeley (1811 - 1872) founded the New York ����"��  which first appeared 3rd April, 1841, and 
which he was to edit for over 30 years. Use search engine for Horace Greeley: - Psypioneer News 
http://www.woodlandway.org/

��  Notes Chapter 9 note 1, ��	1���������������  by Barbara Weisberg, HarperSanFrancisco, 2004.

25 Pages 373 - 376 inclusive, “�����$�������� � ��2"����/��"��� �3 	�������$���/���0$����� � ��/����"�  
'�$���	��$�4  to which is added, %�&������� �������������� ��0 ����"�	����� ���������"!��������������	� ������  
&��������� �������	"��!�� �$����!��0"�5�!��� ��������"��� ��������6  Published by R. M. Wanzer, Buffalo 
1857.
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