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THE BANNER IS
UNFURLED

MR. BERRY was told in the winter of 1856 that he would soon change his
business, publish a paper to be called the Banner of Light, in the interests’ of the New
Revelation, and be associated with MR. COLBY and others in its conduct, - all these
predictions, made through Mrs. Conant’s mediumship by invisible intelligences,
proving historically true.

The object of The Banner's establishment was thus clearly set forth in its prospectus:

The spiritual manifestations now being developed demand a vehicle of
communication which all will respect; and the faster good organs are
multiplied, the better will it be for man and truth. While the world has sheets
innumerable wherein are advocated the perishing interests of Time, it is
important, nay, indispensable, that Truth should have its journals also-equal in
point of mental and typographical merit to any-which plead and set forth the
demands and developments of Eternity. . . . The Banner of Light has not been
started without careful thought and preparation. It is in obedience to voices,
nay, commands from on high, that its publication has been determined upon;
and every confidence is felt that great support will be extended, from regions
of Light, to render it an instrument of good to man. We know that this must be

the case, for the evidence presented admits of no doubt’ or question. In
obedience, therefore, to a company on high, the Banner of Light is to be
unfurled.

The first issue of The Banner was brought out at No. 17 Washington Street (old
number), April 11, 1857, by a firm bearing the title “LUTHER COLBY & Co.” It
will be seen that the promises made to the original publishers by their invisible
prompters were fully kept.

MR. COLBY, from the time of taking up the duty laid down by the spirit
counsellors was, till his passage to the Higher Life, indefatigable in its every
discharge.

The Banner's chief effort has always been to emphasize the fact that the mission of
Modern Spiritualism is not the organization of a new sect, nor the special separation
of its believers from the rest of the world by party lines, but rather to furnish a
spiritual solvent, in which the existing forms of eschatological thought are to be
saturated, illumination taking the place of gloom as the result. To the harmonious
outworking of this early ideal MR. COLBY ever directed his energies. In the early
days of the spiritual movement he was called upon for the sake and in defence of the
Cause, to withstand alike the attacks of the bigoted clergymen, and the gibes of
sceptical laymen; even Harvard College itself did not shrink from attempting (though
vainly) the task of shutting out the new light; but he remained firm, in the face of
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most trying conditions, and with the support of his spiritual coadjutors, continued at
all times true to his colors.

The history of the Banner of Light as a bold, honest and unselfish advocate of
spirit-return and communion is before the world, and can speak always for itself.
Since its inauguration it has found its way all over the globe wherever the English
language is known. It has experienced the usual vicissitudes incident to business life.
Its original firm of publishers changed in time to BERRY, COLBY & Co.; at the
period of the civil war the financial condition of the nation, generally, found its
counterpart in that of this paper. 7The Banner was then issued at No. 3 1-2 Brattle
Street, but business straits drove its publishers into a failure, which necessitated going
through bankruptcy. Mr. Berry, after some preliminary movements, embarked on the
sanguinary flood of the civil conflict, became an officer in a Salem, Mass., contingent,
and fell, bravely fighting at the head of his command, at the battle of Antietam, Md.,
September 17, 1862.

The paper was revived, as to publication, by the late William White (then State
printer of Massachusetts), and under the firm name of William White & Co.- Messrs.
Isaac B. Rich, Luther Colby and Charles H. Crowell being co-partners - was continued
at 158 Washington Street (old number).

The great and historic fire of 1872, which wrought such widespread destruction in
Boston, burned the Parker Building, 158 Washington Street, where The Banner was
located; and but little was left to its publishers out of the ruin save a reduced insurance,
the name of the paper, and their established mercantile reputation.

Some idea of the extent of this disaster to the publishers may be gained by the
following extract from the “Report of the Boston Banner Relief Committee” issued
November 23, 1872:

Consulting with the proprietors of The Banner, we learn that their loss has
been as follows:

Value of books burned, lowest wholesale price ... $26,000
Loss of composing-room................................. 3,500
Loss of mailing-machine, etc.. 1,100
Loss of circle-room pictures, furnlture etc 1,000
Loss of office furniture, safe, etc...................... 1,500
Subsequent loss by fire at Messrs. Rand, -

Avery & Co.'s establishment............................ 2,000

Total, $35,100

Amount of insurance, $20,000, of which probably thirty per cent., or $6,000 will
eventually be obtained; leaving a net total loss of about $30,000.
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This report was signed by H. F. Gardner, M.D., Chairman, Phineas E. Gay, George
A. Bacon, Daniel Farrar, L. A. Bigelow, Lizzie Doten, George W. Smith, Edward
Haynes, Emma Hardinge-Britten, John Wetherbee, and others of the Music Hall
Society.

Through the aid of generous friends and subscribers, the stricken firm at once set
themselves at work to re-issue the paper, and took temporary headquarters at No. 14
Hanover Street.

On the 26th of April, 1873, Mr. William White suddenly passed to spirit life, at the
age of sixty years - from heart failure; and the paper has since been brought out under the
style of COLBY & RICH.

In the autumn of 1873 the publication office of The Banner was removed to No. 9
Bosworth Street (then Montgomery Place), a location which had been purchased and
specially fitted up for the purpose by its business manager, Isaac B. Rich. From this place
it still continues to make its appearance regularly.

The Banner for October 13™ 1894 leading editorial was headed
“GONE HOME”

“It becomes the duty of The Bamnner to announce to its many readers in every
civilized land beneath the sun, the demise of its Founder and Senior Editor, LUTHER
COLBY.

“No announcement of his sickness has been made in these columns, because of the
direct wish of the sufferer, who, till a short time before his passage from the mortal,
had the hope that the power of will, and a naturally strong constitution, would once
more place him on his feet among men. It is only just to state, however, that for nearly
two years past MR. COLBY has felt the depressing influence of age, and has been
fain, perforce, to yield the larger portion of his former labors to younger hands. . . .

“The event which must come to all finally drew near; and at five o'clock on the
morning of Sunday, October 7th, just five days before the completion of his eightieth
year, he entered Higher Life from the Crawford House, Scollay Square, Boston,
which had been his home for some twelve years past.

“He was cared for during his last illness of nearly two months, by Mrs. W. P.
Thaxter, of Boston (wife of Mr. W. P. Thaxter of the Crawford), who exhibited to the
aged sufferer all the tender sympathy and loving care which a - daughter could have
displayed, though no blood relationship existed between them. We are sure that our
readers-the elderly men and women, especially, who have followed MR. COLBY's
work from the days of their youth-will feel to join with us in the expression of
reverent thanks to this grand trance medium, who willingly closed her office and
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abandoned her own special work, to smooth the path of this wounded veteran soldier
of the Truth toward ‘the narrow way that leadeth to the Paradise of God.’

“MR. COLBY was never married. He leaves one brother, Moses L., who, with
Mr. F. F. Morrill (son of his old friend, the late ex-Senator George W. Morrill, of
Amesbury, Mass.), aided by his bedside.

On Wednesday afternoon, October 10, 1894, the spacious auditorium of the First
Spiritual Temple, erected by Marcellus S. Ayer, of Boston, at the corner of Exeter and
Newbury Street’s, was the scene of the funeral rites held in grateful remembrance of MR.
COLBY'S work when in the mortal, and in respect to the physical tenement wherefrom
his enfranchised spirit had arisen to the outworking of new demands upon its energies.

The Spiritual Fraternity Society, through Mr. Ayer, placed the Temple in the
hands of the Committee of Arrangements, and a large assemblage of people,
including representatives of nearly every form of religious belief or non-belief in
the community, convened to join in the silent expression which their presence
involved, that they had lost a friend, a helper, or one in whom their respect was
strongly centred.

Moses L. Colby (the only surviving brother), and other relatives, were of the
assemblage.

Among others in attendance were Isaac B. Rich, partner of the deceased, and
Mrs. Rich ; John W. Day, editor of the Banner of Light, an associate with MR.
COLBY for the past twenty-seven years W. N. Eayrs, foreign translator for 7The
Banner; Mr. M. S. Ayer; Professor and Mrs. Longley. (I have edited many of the
names due to space)

[Offerings and addresses were numerous and long, these included addresses by Dr. HB.
Storer, Eben Cobb, and Lyman C. Howe. ]

At the conclusion of the exercises the congregation gazed on the remains.
Disposed around the body-which was enclosed in a casket of black cloth - were the
following gentlemen, who acted as pall-bearers: Isaac B. Rich, John W. Day, Charles
McArthur, Moses T. Dole, M. S. Ayer, Frederick G. Tuttle, Charles F. Fay, David W.
Craig, William C. Tallman, W. S. Butler and William F. Nye. The ushers were
Charles T. Wood, Marshall O. Wilcox. The funeral appointments were furnished
by Mr. J. Tinkham, undertaker. Mr. H. W. Pitman-associate editor of 7he Banner-
made and carried out the arrangements for the funeral. The body was taken to Forest
Hills, where it was cremated. Thursday, October 11" the ashes were interred in Mrs.
Conant's lot at Forest Hills Cemetery, Boston, Mass.
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welcoming the paper. The addresses and phone numbers of both organisations appeared
on the press release. Quite clearly, these two bodies were not hostile any more.

Professor Arthur Ellison, centenary president of the SPR in 1982, had much to do with
that. A lifelong Theosophist, for a time driven to the edge of the TS by hostility to free
enquiry (as he was to recall in his Blavatsky Lecture “Science, Consciousness and the
Paranormal” 1998) his calm, friendly and progressive outlook was a blessing to all. The
SPR was later to ask him to serve a further term as president. If this was Theosophy, they
wanted more of it!

As for Dr Harrison himself, (1912-2001) he was already in his seventies when he entered
the history books, but still working an expert witness in the law court. Behind his modest
bespectacled manner was fifty years experience of the psychic field in the SPR, including
high profile cases like Matthew Manning and Harry Price (no relation to me) and a
recognised expertise in forgery, photography, handwriting and paper. He admired HPB's
writings, was influenced by her thought, but somehow had been preserved from every
becoming a Theosophist! Here was a loaded gun all right, but one with beneficent effects
- a man of gentleness, and a lover of music, whose immaculately typed research, step by
step exposed error.

While acknowledging the many years of painstaking defence of HPB by other students of
her case like Walter Carrithers, it fell to Dr Harrison to fire the shot that brought the walls
down. Not that all psychical researchers, or even all Theosophists, then began to regard
HPB as the soul of truthfulness; but rather the balance had been redressed, and the sting
had been drawn..

After fine tuning, the text of the press release was agreed by the SPR. It is common to
date such releases as embargoed until a particular time. I chose the start of 8 May, being
aware of what that meant to Theosophists. 101 years after the Hodgson report, and 95
years after her death, Madame Blavatsky's public reputation was released from its
imprisonment by that 1885 report.

Copies of the press statement were placed in the post, airmail to distant parts. The news
was largely ignored by the secular press. Some psychic papers picked it up. Then came
the theosophical publications. The TS Pasadena sent out a special letter. “The
Theosophist” in Adyar called for justice for Leadbeater too! Its president's letter was
reprinted by many national sections. Within months Dr Harrison's name was being read
and spoken in many languages.

Later in the year began a second wave, as new books included reference to the report,
first as hurried footnotes. This continues, although one book “Madame Blavatsky's
Baboon” managed to mention George Harrison the Beatle but not Vernon Harrison. Once
I looked at a 1997 Russian anthroposophical book. Among the Cyrillic letters, in a
footnote I could read, in our alphabet, Dr Harrison's name and paper.
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Spiritualism, such as one in two parts by Henry Dunphy, which defended Cook and Mary
Showers. It was Showers, through whom the daughter of Marryat materialised, whom she
described as above suspicion.

Ms Hill concludes “The position of the female trance medium, signifying as it did the
potential for a subversive form of power in which women were able to command the
public space of the séance, thus came to mirror the powerful position of the female editor,
who was able to use her public position to defend their cause”. ( p.345)

LP.

Crookes rejects Florence’s account:

POLEMICS OF
SPIRITUALISM

[We do not normally reprint material from the SPR journal, which is available to SPR
members online, but hope this will be allowable for the attached note from May 1906
about Miss Marryat which is not widely known. LP]

IN the Annales des Sciences Psychiques for March, 1906, pp. 140-1 (English edition,
April, 1906, pp. 213-14) is published an alleged account by Sir William Crookes of a very
remarkable case of “dematerialization” witnessed by him with the medium Miss Florence
Cook,-when the materialised form of “Katie King” stood with outstretched arms against the
wall of the séance room, and in the light of three gas burners, turned on to their full extent,
melted away before the eyes of the sitters, like a wax doll melting before a hot fire, till they
were left staring at the vacant spot where she had stood.

Various enquiries having reached us as to the authenticity of this striking story; it may
be well to state that it does not occur in any work by Sir William Crookes. It occurs, on the
contrary, (as M. Sage has pointed out to us) in a book entitled 7here is no Death, by
Florence Marryat [Mrs. Ross-Church] (pp. 142-3). In regard to the passage in the Annales,
Sir William Crookes writes to us:

“As far as I am concerned there is not a word of truth in it. Nothing of the sort ever
happened in my presence, in my house or elsewhere.”

It seems particularly unfortunate that in a journal where the name of Sir William
Crookes appears on the cover, and in an article consisting of animadversions on the alleged
inaccuracies and unscientific spirit of an opponent, the writer should have been betrayed
into this unlucky confusion between testimony offered by Sir William Crookes and that
offered by Miss Florence Marryat.
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