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even distant verdicts can be officially reconsidered. But there are a number of problems 
with the HD pardon campaign. It has not received much backing or leadership from the 
official Spiritualist bodies, and it has associated itself with historically dubious side 
issues.

This can be seen from the web site2 which claims to be the official pardon site, and which 
plays up a link with Winston Churchill which is undocumented, except for one well- 
known query he wrote about the cost of the 1944 trial. One might have hoped that new 
evidence would emerge from a book3 by Michael Colmer, who has researched the case 
for ten years, but this is not the case.

Colmer claims “His personal notes of appreciation along with other similar memorabilia 
were destroyed in a house fire at the Duncan family home...” (p.38).

This is the first claim I have seen of such notes. On the same page Colmer states “it is 
more than just probable that Churchill knew of Helen Duncan and her work.” But such 
notes if they ever existed would have left no doubt that he did.

Another opportunity to substantiate the claim is lost in relation to Mrs Duncan’s time in 
Holloway Prison. “And many senior Spiritualists who were close to Helen report that it 
was not only prisoners and staff who made pilgrimage to the dread Holloway Gaol. .So 
too did some of her other more notable sitters, including Britain’s Prime Minister Sir 
Winston Churchill himself.” (p.87).

But who are these senior Spiritualists? Clearly they did not include, for example, Maurice 
Barbanell or Percy Wilson, who really were senior Spiritualists and actually knew Mrs 
Duncan very well. And indeed, Mrs Duncan’s daughter knew nothing of any Churchill 
connection. She was proud of her mother’s work, wrote a book about it, but said nothing 
about Churchill. Could this be because the Churchill tradition is a more recent 
development, in response to the present campaign?

Some other historical statements in the book do not give confidence. Mrs Duncan, we are 
told, was at one point threatened with a charge of Conspiracy “which, in wartime Britain, 
carried the ultimate sentence of death by hanging.” (p.84). Actually the charge 
considered was conspiracy to defraud, which was not a capital crime.

Later events are also unclear. (p.131) “Spiritualism’s governing National Union actually 
withdrew her diploma at one stage”, but did they ever restore it? The story of the SNU 
and Mrs Duncan has yet to be fully told.

“Helen’s family and many Spiritualist friends say that during his visits to her cell Prime 
Minister Churchill made promises of making amends to Helen. It is a fact that in 1951 the

2 See: -Official pardon site for Helen Duncan: - www.helenduncan.org.uk

3 Book by Michael Colmer: - http://www.churchillswitch.com/.
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Brigadier Firebrace: Just a little addition to Mrs. Duncan's story of sunken ships. 
During the war I was head of Intelligence in Scotland and I had the opportunity of 
attending a seance with Mrs. Duncan in Edinburgh. There appeared during the seance 
the form of a control, Albert, and he suddenly said "a great British battleship has just 
been sunk". Well, I had no knowledge of this. After the seance I returned to my 
headquarters and as soon as I got back, about two hours after the sitting, I heard on 
the private line from the Admiralty in Scotland the news that the Hood had been sunk. 
And I was then able to check up that at the time of the seance the Admiralty had no 
knowledge whatever of the sinking of the ship. That was an instance of a materialised 
form, whatever you like to call it, which did give, I think at the correct time, the fact 
about the sinking of the battleship. So you understand from the point of view of the 
authorities, Mrs. Duncan was a somewhat dangerous person. It is a fact that the police 
from Scotland Yard did come to the International Institute while these stories were 
current, and consulted Mrs. Duncan there, and myself, as to how Mrs. Duncan could 
be prevented from giving this information out, because the authorities admitted that 
the information was authentic.

Mrs. K. M. Goldney: I don't want to make this remark appear facetious, but if  the 
control, Albert, was able, by means of clairvoyance, to find out about the sinking of 
the ship he might also have known that it was extremely dangerous to read the minds, 
presumably of British Intelligence and it would really have been a very big 
disadvantage to the British side. They had that knowledge made perfect and I don't 
know whether one would presume he was on the side of the Germans when he gave 
out it had been sunk.

Brigadier Firebrace: Well, I don't know why you should assume that anybody on 
the other side should favour British Intelligence or German Intelligence. A ll I am 
trying to establish is that there is very little difference.

I should like to refer very shortly to this question of Albert. Now I can't think that 
the mere fact of dying confers wisdom on a person who had none before and I would 
suggest that Albert in life, if  he ever was in life, was probably a loose-talker, and 
when he returned through Mrs. Duncan he still remained a loose-talker. You know the 
tendency, in all of us, if  you have some information that other people have not, it's a 
very great temptation to pass it on. I do not think the mere fact of dying actually had 
changed Albert.

Mrs. K. M. Goldney: Anyone who has read Harry Price's book on the 
investigation of Mrs. Duncan, will know that at that time I was on the staff of Queen 
Charlotte's and he asked me whether I would come to give a medical examination of 
Mrs. Duncan. As a result of that I and William McDougall, who was also present at 
all these examinations, as well as Dr. William Brown, confirmed that no medical 
examination explained the presence of ectoplasm or material or whatever you like to 
call it. But following it, there were several letters written to me on the view that no 
medical examination had been given at all and because of that I think it would be fair 
to put on record that I asked the medium whether she wished to have the examination 
take place and she said yes, she did. So far as the examination was concerned it was
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not belong to that era.). Mrs Britten, as a medium, assumed a more passive role than Mrs 
Besant.

Wallraven suggests “As with Annie Besant, public speaking constitutes the most 
important action in her life” (p.397). In retrospect however, we might consider her 
historical work more important- others would nominate the transmission of the Seven 
Principles.

LP...

MARK TWAIN 
And

EARLIEST SPIRITUALIST FICTION
By Gerald O’Hara

Which is the earliest piece of fiction to feature Spiritualism? I recently come across a 
contender for this new crown when I realised that Mark Twain’s first book, “The 
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County and other stories” contained a short story; called 
“Among the Spirits”. This originally appeared as “Among the Spiritualists” in ���  
#����� �� �� �  in January, 1866. ���� # � ���� �� �� �  was a San Francisco weekly literary 
journal established by Charles Henry Webb in May 1864. Shortly after Bret Harte 
assumed the reins of editor, Mark Twain was hired to contribute one article per week. He 
received $50 per month for his contributions. Approximately fifty Mark Twain articles 
ultimately appeared in ���� #�����������  Several of Twain's contributions to ���  
#����� �� �� �  were collected and published by Webb in 1867 as ���� #���&����	�;� � ����  
3 � � � �� � �#���������#�����"� � � 	 �/��������������

Born in 1835 -1910 Samuel Langhorne Clemens was better known by his pen name, 
Mark Twain. Twain was not a Spiritualist and was in general critical of Christianity and 
organised religion. However, the short story though satirical does show some knowledge 
of “table rapping” and the ending does show some understanding of the nature of 
communication.

The Bradford Observer for 1853 published the following doggerel on table rapping

Q3 � � �������� � ���&����� ��� � �� � ���  
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