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HOW RAY TAYLOR CHANGED
OUR LIVES

[Ray Taylor, editor o f  Psychic World, passed on 20 December.]

In  a u tu m n  1969 , a f te r  I  h a d  le f t  th e  C P S  lib ra ry , R a y  a rra n g e d  m e  fo r  m e  to  g o  d o w n  to  S ta n s te d  
a n d  sp e n d  se v e ra l d a y s  so r tin g  o u t th e  l ib ra ry  o f  A r th u r  F in d la y , o n  b e h a l f  o f  D r  W in n in g . M u c h  
o f  th is  w a s  in  th e  ro o m  th e re  k n o w n  a s  th e  L ib ra ry , a n d  i t  in c lu d e d  p sy c h ic  a n d  n o n -p sy c h ic  
b o o k s . I  d id  a  b a s ic  a lp h a b e tic a l a r ra n g e m e n t o f  th e  p sy c h ic  b o o k s , w ith  a  s e p a ra te  c o lle c tio n  o f  
F in d la y  tra n s la t io n s  ( th e se  a re  s e ld o m  m e n tio n e d  b u t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  in f lu e n tia l  in  th e ir  t im e .)  
H e  a lso  h a d  so m e  e a rly  v o lu m e s  o f  P N . A t th e  b a c k  o f  S ta n s te d  H a ll  w a s  a  ro o m  c o n ta in in g  th e  
l ib ra ry  o f  R .J . L e e s . I t  w a s  h e re  th a t  I  f ir s t  re a d  th e  d ia ry  re fe re n c e  to  J a c k  to  R ip p e r , a s  w e ll o ld  
p re s s  c u ttin g s  a b o u t th e  P e o p le ’s L e a g u e  in  P e c k h a m , a n d  lit ig a t io n  in  I lf ra c o m b e .

A s  I  s to o d  o n  a  la d d e r  in  th e  lib ra ry , I  c h a tte d  w ith  an  A m e ric a n  v is ito r . L a te r  I  re c e iv e d  a 
p o s tc a rd  f ro m  h im , w r itte n  o v e r  th e  N o r th  P o le , a n d  w a s  in v ite d  to  a s s is t  h im  in  h is  l ite ra ry  
re s e a rc h  as a  so rt o f  L o n d o n -b a se d  fa c to tu m . H e  w a s  G e o rg e  M e e k , c h ie f ly  re m e m b e re d  to d a y  
fo r  S p iric o m , b u t  a t th a t  t im e , m a in ly  j u s t  s ta r tin g  w ith  h e a lin g  re se a rc h , a f te r  p ro fe s s io n a l 
e n g in e e r in g  w o rk  in  re f r ig e ra tio n . T h ro u g h  G e o rg e , I  m e t a  n u m b e r  o f  p io n e e r  h e a lin g  
re s e a rc h e rs  in  th e  e a rly  19 7 0 s, e sp e c ia lly  a t th e  N F S H  h e a lin g  c o m m ittee .

I  re tu rn e d  to  S ta n s te d  l ib ra ry  in  1971 d u r in g  R a y ’s a n n u a l “ L o n d o n  W e e k ”— th is  w a s  an  
a la rm in g  e x p e rie n c e  fo r  th e  a u d ie n c e , a s  I  le a n e d  b a c k  o n  a  f ra g ile  ta b le  w h ile  d is c o u rs in g  a b o u t 
th e  b o o k s .

W h e n  R a y  to o k  o v e r  P s y c h ic  W o rld  f ro m  S im o n  F o rsy th , th e  m o n th ly  n e w s p a p e r  p la y e d  a 
s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  as an  a lte rn a tiv e  v o ice , so m e tim e s  p r in t in g  s to r ie s  th a t  fo r  o n e  re a s o n  o r  a n o th e r, 
d id  n o t  a p p e a r  in  P N . A  d is tu rb in g  e x a m p le  a ro se  a f te r  P e g g y  M a so n , a  T w o  W o rld s  c o lu m n is t, 
b e c a m e  a  Sai B a b a  d e v o te e , a n d  P N  p r in te d  sp la sh  p a g e  s to r ie s  a b o u t S B ’s p h e n o m e n a  a n d  h o w  
h e  h a d  p u t  J e su s  in  h is  p lac e . I  w ro te  to  P e g g y  a b o u t T a l B r o o k e ’s e x p e r ie n c e s  a t th e  h a n d s  o f  
SB , b u t  sh e  b ru sh e d  th e s e  a s id e -  h a d  n o t  B ro o k e  s in c e  b e c o m e  a  C h r is tia n ?  B u t  la te r  h e r  
s u c c e s so rs  F a y e  a n d  D a v id  B a ile y  a c c e p te d  th e  tru th  o f  th e  c h a rg e s  a n d  is s u e d  “ T h e  F in d in g s ” . 
T h e  re s u lta n t  e x p o su re  w a s  re p o r te d  all o v e r  th e  w o r ld  in  n a tio n a l n e w sp a p e rs . P N  h o w e v e r  d id  
n o t  w a rn  its  re a d e rs , so m e  o f  w h o m  h a d  c h ild re n , in  an y  w a y  - th e  n e a re s t  a llu s io n  b e in g  w h e n  a 
c o lu m n is t  n o te d  th a t  SB h a d  a lle g e d ly  re c e iv e d  a  b a d  p re ss . In  c o n tra s t, R a y  T a y lo r  p r in te d  a 
w a rn in g  n o te .

R a y  c a rr ie d  se v era l se rie s  b y  m e. T h e  f irs t, “ T h e o so p h ic a l C o m m e n t” e m p h a s ise d  th e  
c o n tin u it ie s  b e tw e e n  re s e a rc h  in to  T h e o so p h ic a l a n d  S p ir itu a lis t  p io n e e rs , l ik e  M rs  B ritte n . 
“U n o r th o d o x  V ie w ” w a s  a  p la y  u p o n  w o rd s . T h e re  w a s  C h r is tia n  o r th o d o x y  ( lik e  th e  3 9  a r tic le s  
o f  th e  C  o f  E )  b u t  a  S p ir itu a lis t  o r th o d o x y  h a d  a lso  d e v e lo p e d , e s p e c ia lly  a ro u n d  F in d la y ’s 
sy n th e s is .
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R a y  re c e iv e d  so m e  c r it ic ism  in  th e  m o v e m e n t fo r  p r in t in g  th e s e  p ie c e s , as I  w a s  n o t  a n  a p p ro v e d  
p e rs o n  in  v a r io u s  q u a r te rs .  E v e n tu a lly , h is  p a g e s  b e c a m e  h o s p ita b le  to  m e  o n ly  a t lo n g  in te rv a ls  
(e x c e p t  to  le tte rs ) , w h ile  P N  w a s  th e n  b e in g  la rg e ly  w r itte n  b y  a  h a n d fu l  o f  p e o p le . T h e  so lu tio n  -  
in  2 0 0 4  —  w a s  to  r e la u n c h  th e  P s y p io n e e r  p ro je c t  as a  m o n th ly  n e w s le tte r , w h ic h  w o u ld  
p ro m p tly  r e p o r t  h is to r ic a l f in d in g s  in  d e ta i l .  P a u l G a u n t, w h o  w a s  a lso  g e tt in g  a  l im ite d  re sp o n se  
f ro m  P W  a n d  P N , h a p p ily  c lim b e d  a b o a rd .

R a y  re m a in e d  a  f r ie n d ly  v o ic e  o n  th e  te le p h o n e , q u ite  re c e n tly  a f te r  th e  p a s s in g  o f  D o n  
G a llo w a y . N o w  h e  h a s  g o n e  w h e re  th e re  is  n o  m o n th ly  d e a d lin e , a n d  n o  m o re  p u z z lin g  
b e h a v io u r  b y  fe l lo w  d e n iz e n s  o f  th e  p s y c h ic  w o rld . W e  e x te n d  o u r  sy m p a th y  to  h is  d a u g h te r  
C a n d y , w h o  w ill  c o n tin u e  h is  w o rk .

L P .
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ROBERT JAMES LEES AND THE 
REVD THOMAS ASHCROFT

By Stephen Butt

[Note by Psypioneer: - S te p h e n  B u tt  w ill  b e  re c a lle d  b y  P s y p io n e e r  re a d e rs  fo r  h is  d is c o v e ry  o f  
th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  G e o rg ia n a  E a g le , c la irv o y a n t to  Q u e e n  V ic to r ia . 1 T h ro u g h  h is  w e b  site , 1 2 h e  
h a s  a lre a d y  p u b lis h e d  m u c h  v a lu a b le  a rc h iv a l m a te r ia l, in c lu d in g  th e  C h ic a g o  a r tic le  m e n tio n e d  
b e lo w . T h is  n e w  p a p e r  b y  S te p h e n  B u tt  is  fo llo w e d  b y  re p r in ts  o f  th e  tw o  i te m s  a b o u t L e e s  
re fe r re d  to  in  S te p h e n ’s p a p e r  f ro m  L IG H T  1886 .]

O n  12 A u g u s t  1948 , E v a  L e e s , th e  e ld e s t  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  m e d iu m  R o b e r t  Ja m e s  L e e s , w ro te  a 
s ta te m e n t ‘to  w h o m  it  m ay  c o n c e rn .’ T h e  d a te  is  s ig n if ic a n t  in  th a t  i t  re v e a ls  E v a ’s th o u g h ts  
a b o u t h e r  r e s p e c te d  fa th e r  w h o  h a d  d ie d  in  J a n u a ry  1931. H e  h a d  b e e n  b o rn  o n  12 A u g u s t  1849 , 
a n d  i t  is  e v id e n t  th a t  h is  d e v o te d  d a u g h te r  w a s  a lre a d y  c o n s id e r in g  th e n  h o w  sh e  w o u ld  m a rk  th e  
c e n te n a ry  o f  h is  b irth .

In  h e r  s ta te m e n t, E v a  re fe rs  to  a  le t te r  w h ic h  h e r  f a th e r  h a d  w r itte n  to  ‘L I G H T ’, p u b lis h e d  in  th a t  
jo u rn a l  o n  2 2  M a y  1886. E v a ’s s ta te m e n t is  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a n  o u tlin e  b io g ra p h y  o f  h e r  fa th e r:

“ (H e )  w a s  a  b o rn  c la irv o y a n t a n d  a t th e  a g e  o f  fo u r te e n  b e c a m e  a  t ra n c e  m ed iu m .
In  1868 , k n o w n  as  a  b o y  m e d iu m  in  B irm in g h a m , h e  w a s  g iv e n  a  s h o c k  b y  tw o  
w o m e n  m e d iu m s  th a t  h e  c a m e  o u t o f  th e  m o v e m e n t a lto g e th e r , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  
n o th in g  w h a te v e r  to  d o  w ith  S p ir itu a lism .”

A  su b s e q u e n t se n te n c e  o f  E v a ’s s ta te m e n t h a s  b e e n  c ro s se d  out:

1 Georgina Eagle -  Queen Victoria’s Clairvoyant Revealed b y  S te p h e n  B u tt. P s y p io n e e r  V o lu m e  1, N o . 15 /1 6  p a g e s  
1 7 4 -1 9 6 : - h t tp : / /w o o d la n d w a y .o rg /P D F /1 5 -1 6 .P S Y P IO N E E R F o u n d e d b y L e s lie P r ic e .p d f

2 R o b e r t  J a m e s  L e e s ; - w w w .r j le e s .c o .u k
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“H e  w a s  to ld  th a t  th in g s  w e re  “ a rra n g e d ” w h e n  h e  w a s  in  a  d e e p  t ra n c e .”

E v a  c o n tin u e d :

“F ro m  th e n  fo r  so m e  y e a rs  h e  s tu d ie d  all fo rm s  o f  tr ic k s  a n d  c o n ju r in g  a n d  w h ile  
l iv in g  in  M a n c h e s te r , 1 8 7 5 -1 8 7 8 , w e n t  th ro u g h  L a n c a s h ire  w ith  th e  R e v d  T h o m a s  
A s h c ro f t  w h o  w a s  a n  o p p o n e n t o f  S p iritu a lism .

M y  fa th e r  o n  e v e ry  p la tfo rm  a lw a y s  m a d e  a  s ta te m e n t th a t, i f  a n d  w h e n  h e  h a d  
re a s o n  b y  s h e e r  w e ig h t  o f  e v id e n c e  to  c h a n g e  h is  m in d , h e  w o u ld  re tu rn  to  th e  
sa m e  p la tfo rm  a n d  say  w h y  h e  h a d  c h a n g e d  h is  m in d . T h is  h e  d id  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  
T ru th  a n d  w h e n  A s h c ro f t  a tta c k e d  h im , m y  fa th e r  g a v e  a  le t te r  to  L IG H T .”

T h e  e d ito r  o f  L IG H T  m a d e  th e  m o s t  o f  th e  L e e s  le t te r  a n d  o f  h is  d e c is io n  to  r e tu rn  to  h is  
p re v io u s  b e lie fs . A s  a  re su lt, in  i ts  is s u e  o f  15 M a y  1886, th e  jo u rn a l  h a d  p ro m is e d  d ra m a tic  
d isc o u rs e  in  th e  n e x t  ed itio n :

“ O u r  c o u n try  f r ie n d s  -  e sp e c ia lly  th o se  a m o n g s t  w h o m  M r  A s h c ro f t  h a s  p u sh e d  
h im s e lf  -  w ill  d o  w e ll to  w id e ly  c irc u la te  th a t  n u m b e r  o f  “L IG H T ” . W e  w ill 
su p p ly  th e  n e x t  n u m b e r  o f  “ L IG H T ” , w h ic h  w ill  a lso  b e  a  se rv ic e a b le  o n e  fo r  
g e n e ra l c irc u la t io n  a m o n g s t  o u r  c o u n try  f r ie n d s , o n  sp e c ia l te rm s . A p p lic a t io n s  
fo r  th e s e  sp e c ia l p a rc e ls  m u s t  re a c h  u s  not later than Wednesday morning’s post.”

T h e  sc e n e  w a s  set. A ll th o se  ‘c o u n try  f r ie n d s ’ -  s p ir i tu a lis ts  in  th e  n o r th  o f  E n g la n d  -  w e re  b e in g  
o rd e re d  to  p re p a re  fo r  b a ttle . [T h e  fu ll te x t  o f  th is  n o te  in  L IG H T  fo llo w s  th is  a rtic le .]

A s  p ro m ise d , L e e s ’ s ta te m e n t a p p e a re d  in  L IG H T  o n  2 2  M a y  1886. I t  w a s  a  w e ll- c ra f te d  an d  
re a s o n e d  a rtic le , a n d  L e e s  d re w  b a c k  f ro m  o p e n ly  c r i t ic is in g  h is  o p p o n e n t in  th e  n o rth . 
R e m a rk a b ly , i t  w a s  a n  a r tic le  th a t  la te r  fo rm e d  th e  b a s is  o f  a  sp u rio u s  c la im  a b o u t i ts  a u th o r  an d  
J a c k  th e  R ip p e r , w h ic h  w a s  p u b lis h e d  e ig h t  y e a rs  la te r  b y  a  jo u rn a l is t  in  C h ic a g o .3 T h e  fa l l-o u t  
w o u ld  ru in  L e e s ’ h e a lth  a n d  h is  w o rk  as a  p h ila n th ro p is t , a n d  w a s  p o ss ib ly  th e  c a u se  o f  a  b i t te r  
fa m ily  rift.

T h e  R e v d  T h o m a s  A s h c ro f t  w a s  a  p re a c h e r  in  th e  U n ite d  M e th o d is t  C h u rc h , in  L a n c a sh ire . H e  
b e g a n  h is  p re a c h in g  se rv ic e  in  1863 a n d  d ie d  in  1910 . H e  is  l is te d  as o n e  o f  e ig h te e n  p e o p le  w h o  
p u rc h a s e d  a  o n e  p o u n d  b r ic k  fo r  th e  b u ild in g  o f  th e  M e re  B ro w  M e th o d is t  C h u rc h  w h ic h  o p e n e d  
in  N o v e m b e r  1902 . M e re  B ro w  is  a  h a m le t  w h ic h  lie s  n e a r  th e  v i l la g e s  o f  T a r le to n  a n d  R u ffo rd , 
b e tw e e n  O rm sk irk  a n d  P re s to n  in  th e  w e s t  o f  th e  co u n ty .

A s h c ro f t  is  l is te d  as  a  m in is te r  a t th e  B ru n s w ic k  C h u rc h  in  B u ry  in  1871 , a n d  th e re  a re  
n e w s p a p e r  re p o r ts  o f  h is  e v a n g e lis tic  w o rk  in  C h o r le y  a n d  B la c k b u rn . T h o m a s  P o in to n  D a le  in  
h is  h is to ry  o f  B ru n s w ic k  c h u rc h , p u b lis h e d  in  1896 , d e s c r ib e s  A s h c ro f t  as:

3 The full Chicago text is available on Stephen Butt’s website at: 
http://www.rjlees.co.uk/chicago.htm
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“ A  m a n  o f  m o re  th a n  a v e ra g e  a b ility , r ic h ly  e n d o w e d  w ith  p o p u la r  g ifts , an d  
p o s s e s s e d  w ith  a n  a m b itio n  to  b e c o m e  a  u se fu l m in is te r  o f  J e su s  C h ris t. M r. 
A s h c ro f t  w a s  w e ll  re c e iv e d  in  th e  c irc u it, a n d  so o n  b e c a m e  c e le b ra te d  b o th  a s  an  
a b le  p re a c h e r  a n d  p o p u la r  le c tu re r . H is  s e rm o n s  a re  h ig h ly  sp o k e n  of, a n d  h is  
m in is try  w a s  fru itfu l in  c o n v e rs io n s .”

P o in to n  D a le  a lso  p ro v id e s  so m e  c lu e s  as  to  A s h c ro f t’s c h a ra c te r  a n d  p e rso n a lity :

“ . . . o f  s tro n g  in d iv id u a lity , y o u n g , e n te rp r is in g , a n d  a g g re ss iv e . I t  is  w e ll-k n o w n  
th a t  d u r in g  a  p o r tio n  o f  th a t  t im e  th e re  w e re  d if fe re n c e s  o f  o p in io n , a n d  th a t  
m a tte rs  d id  n o t  ru n  q u ite  sm o o th ly  in  th e  c irc u it. D o u b tle s s  th e  b la m e  d id  n o t  lie  
w h o lly  w ith  th e  m in is te rs , a n d  b o th  p ro v e d  th e m s e lv e s  s u ff ic ie n tly  s tro n g  in  th e  
sy m p a th ie s  o f  th e  m e m b e rs  to  b re a k , f o r  th e  f ir s t  t im e , th e  te n a c io u s  M e th o d is tic  
ru le  o f  a  th re e  y e a r s ’ I tin e ra n c y , a n d  to  se c u re  an  in v ita t io n  to  c o n tin u e  th e ir  
la b o u rs  fo r  fo u r  s u c c e s s iv e  y e a rs .”

L e e s , ju s t  2 6  y e a rs  o f  a g e  w h e n  h e  f ir s t  a p p a re n tly  jo in e d  u p  w ith  A s h c ro f t  w a s  a lso  an  
im p e tu o u s  y o u n g  m a n  an d , a c c o rd in g  to  h is  o w n  la te r  w r itin g s , a  m a n  w h o  c o u ld  e a s ily  b e  le d  b y  
a  s tro n g e r  p e rso n a lity . T o g e th e r , L e e s  a n d  A s h c ro f t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  fo rm id a b le  te a m ; as 
a n ta g o n is ts , th e y  w e re  w e ll-m a tc h e d .

L e e s  a n d  h is  y o u n g  fa m ily  h a d  le f t  L a n c a s h ire  in  1878 , fo rs a k in g  th e  se c u r ity  o f  a  jo b  w ith  th e  
e x p a n d in g  Manchester Guardian fo r  a  p o s t  as a d v e rt is in g  m a n a g e r  o f  a  n e w  p o p u la r  jo u rn a l  in  
L o n d o n  w h ic h  fo ld e d  a f te r  j u s t  a  f e w  issu e s . A s  a  r e s u lt  o f  lo s in g  h is  jo b  a n d  o f  th e n , ra th e r  
n a iv e ly , a c c e p tin g  th e  ‘h e lp ’ o f  a  m o n e y  le n d e r , L e e s  b e c a m e  b a n k ru p t.

A s  a  c o n se q u e n c e , h e  a n d  h is  w ife  a n d  c h ild re n  su ffe re d  m u c h  h a rd sh ip . In  A p ril 1885 th e ir  
d a u g h te r  V io la  d ie d  a t ju s t  e ig h te e n  m o n th s  o f  B ro n c h it is  a n d  c o n v u ls io n s . O n e  m o n th  la te r , th e ir  
y o u n g e s t  c h ild , M a rm io n , d ie d  o f  M a ra sm u s , a  fo rm  o f  m a ln u tr itio n . T h e  b o y  w a s  j u s t  e ig h t 
m o n th s  o ld .

B u t  th e  a rtic le  in  L IG H T  re la te d  n o t  to  th e s e  p e rso n a l a n d  fa m ily  c rise s , b u t  to  an  e v e n t  w h ic h  
to o k  p la c e  in  N o v e m b e r  1884  w h e n , as a  re s u lt  o f  a  l iv e ly  d e b a te  o n  th e  s u b je c t o f  m e d iu m sh ip , 
L e e s  a g re e d  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  a  s e rie s  o f  sé a n c e s  w ith  tw o  A m e ric a n  g e n tle m e n  w h o m  h e  re fe r re d  to  
as ‘M r  S a n d  ‘M r  B ’ :

“ O f  th e  f ir s t  th re e  s é a n c e s  I  h a v e  n o th in g  p a r t ic u la r  to  re c o rd  . A t th e  fo u rth  th e  
n a m e  o f  S am u e l B  w a s  g i v e n . .  In  a n s w e r  to  fu r th e r  in q u ir ie s , M r  B  w a s  to ld  to  
r e -o p e n  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  a  c e r ta in  m in e  w h ic h  h e  h a d  c lo se d  . . . . ”

L e e s  e x p la in s  in  th e  a r tic le  th a t  la te r  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  f ro m  th e  S ta te s  c o n firm e d  th e  a c c u ra c y  o f  
th e  s p ir i t ’s c la im s  a n d  in fo rm a tio n . I t  w a s  th is  a n d  fu r th e r  s e e m in g ly  irre v o c a b le  p ro o fs  w h ic h  
le d  L e e s  to  re a ff irm  h is  b e l ie f  in  S p iritu a lism .

L IG H T  in  i ts  e d ito r ia l  su g g e s te d  th a t  th e ir  a r t ic le  w o u ld  f in a lly  s ile n c e  A sh c ro ft . T h e  e d ito r ’s 
c lo s in g  c o m m e n ts  w e re  c h o se n  to  sting :
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“ T h e  m a tte r , n o w  th a t  M r  A s h c ro f t ’s b u b b le  h a s  b e e n  p r ic k e d , m ay , w e  th in k , b e  
a llo w e d  to  d ro p . W e  a d v ise  h im  b e fo re  h e  a g a in  e n te rs  th e  f ie ld  o f  o p p o s itio n  to  
S p ir itu a lism  to  s e e k  th e  tru th  in  th e  sp ir i t  o f  tru th , to  p ray  e a rn e s tly  o v e r  th e  
m a tte r . T o  re a d  h is  B ib le  c a re fu lly  w ith  s in g le n e ss  o f  p u rp o se , a n d  th e re  to  le a rn  
to  d is t in g u is h  “ b e tw e e n  th in g s  th a t  d iffe r” .”

T h e  y o u n g  m a n  w h o  h a d  lo y a lly  a c c o m p a n ie d  A s h c ro f t  a c ro ss  L a n c a s h ire , d e m o n s tra t in g  th a t  all 
th e  c la im s  o f  th e  S p ir itu a lis t  m e d iu m s  c o u ld  b e  m a tc h e d  b y  a  c o n ju ro r ’s tr ic k e ry , h a d  tu rn e d  
a g a in s t  h im . N e v e r th e le s s , th e  z e a lo u s  A s h c ro f t  c o n tin u e d  h is  in  a n ti- sp ir i tu a lis t  c a m p a ig n in g , 
b u t  a  la te r  r e p o r t  f ro m  C o ln e  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e re  w a s  a  re n e w e d  in te re s te d  in  S p ir itu a lism  in  th e  
v e ry  a re a s  w h e re  A s h c ro f t  h a d  c a m p a ig n e d :

“ T h e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  re c e n t  v is i t  o f  M r. A s h c ro f t  a re  m a n ife s t  in  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  
o f  th e  lo ca l f r ie n d s  to  fo rm  a  so c ie ty  ( th e  m e e tin g s  h i th e r to  h a v e  b e e n  m a n a g e d  b y  
B u rn le y  w o rk e rs ) , a n d  e v e ry w h e re  th e re  is  a  s tro n g  d e s ire  to  o b ta in  in fo rm a tio n  
a n d  in v e s tig a te . M r. A s h c ro f t  re tire d  d isc re d ite d . T h e  p e o p le  w e re  d isg u s te d  w ith  
h is  ta c tic s , a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  b ro k e n  h is  la n te rn  b u t  fo r  th e  g e n e ro u s  in te r fe re n c e  o f  
M r. L e e s . . ”

N e v e r th e le s s , i f  th e  a r tic le  in  L IG H T  fa i le d  to  en d  th e  a n ta g o n ism  b e tw e e n  L e e s  a n d  A sh c ro ft , i t  
is  c e r ta in  th a t  th e  d e ta ils  w ith in  i t  h a d  a  m u c h  lo n g e r  l ife  a n d  e ffec t. L e s s  th a n  tw o  y e a rs  a f te r  its  
p u b lic a tio n , jo u rn a l is ts  re p o r t in g  o n  th e  se rie s  o f  m u rd e rs  in  th e  W h ite c h a p e l  a re a  o f  L o n d o n , 
g a v e  th e  p e rp e tra to r  a  n a m e , J a c k  th e  R ip p e r. S e v e n  y e a rs  a f te r  th a t  ‘a u tu m n  o f  te r r o r ’, L e e s ’ 
n a m e  w a s  to  b e  fo re v e r  a s so c ia te d  w ith  th o se  e v e n ts  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  an  a r tic le  in  a 
C h ic a g o  n e w s p a p e r  w h ic h  d re w  h e a v ily  o n  th e  1886  a r tic le  in  L IG H T .

T h e  a r tic le  w a s  p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  C h ic a g o  S u n d a y  T im e s -H e ra ld  o n  2 8 th  A p ril, 1895 . A t th e  h e a r t  
o f  th is  s to ry  is  th e  c la im  th a t  o v e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs , L e e s  w a s  s e iz e d  b y  v is io n s  o f  th e  R ip p e r  
a n d  h is  m u rd e rs . T h e y  e a c h  c a m e  tru e .

L e e s , i t  w a s  sa id , w e n t  a b ro a d  a n d  b r ie f ly  w a s  n o t  t ro u b le d  b y  su c h  v is io n s . H e  re tu rn e d  to  
L o n d o n  a n d  w h e n  o n  a n  o m n ib u s  w ith  h is  w ife , sa w  a  m a n  g e t  o n  th e  b u s  a t N o tt in g  H ill. L e e s  
to ld  h is  w ife  th a t  h e  b e lie v e d  th e  m a n  to  b e  th e  R ip p e r. L e e s ’ w ife  la u g h e d  a t  h im . W h e n  th e  m a n  
a lig h te d  a t M a rb le  A rc h , L e e s  fo llo w e d  h im , in fo rm in g  a  c o n s ta b le  en route a b o u t h is  fea rs . T h e  
c o n s ta b le  la u g h e d  a t L e e s . T h e  n e x t  d ay , a n d  a f te r  a n o th e r  v is io n , L e e s  w e n t  to  S c o tla n d  Y ard . 
L e e s  r e m e m b e re d  a  p o s tc a rd  f ro m  h is  v is io n , a n d  th e  p o lic e  re c e iv e d  o n e  th a t  m o rn in g  w h ic h  
re a d  as L e e s  s ta ted . T h e y  th e n  to o k  h im  se rio u s ly .

E v e n tu a lly , a f te r  m o re  m u rd e rs , L e e s  w a s  a b le  to  le a d  th e  p o lic e  to  th e  h o u s e  o f  th e  R ip p e r . T h e  
R ip p e r  w a s  a  d o c to r  w h o  liv e d  in  a  fa s h io n a b le  h o u s e  in  L o n d o n . T h e  R ip p e r  w a s  p la c e d  in  an  
a sy lu m  u n d e r  th e  n a m e  T h o m a s  M a so n  N o .1 2 4  in  p la c e  o f  a  p a u p e r , a n d  a  m o c k  fu n e ra l h e ld . I t 
c la im s  th a t  a  D r  H o w a rd  re c o u n te d  th e  ta le  w h ils t  d ru n k  to  a  m a n  w h o  th e n  in fo rm e d  th e  
n e w sp a p e r.
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T h e  n e w s p a p e r  re p o r t  d e sc r ib e s  a  s é a n c e  in  d e ta il in v o lv in g  L e e s  a n d  tw o  A m e ric a n  v is i to rs  to  
L o n d o n . I t  is  o b v io u s  th a t  th e  C h ic a g o  jo u rn a l is t  is  d ra w in g  u p o n  L e e s ’ o w n  w o rd s  a s  p u b lis h e d  
in  L IG H T  in  1886 , n o t  th e  le a s t  th e  r e -a p p e a ra n c e  o f  M r  S a n d  M r  B :

“M r  L e e s  re tu rn e d  to  E n g la n d  w h e re  h e  m a d e  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  R o la n d  B .
S h aw , a  m in in g  s to c k b ro k e r, o f  N e w  Y o rk  a n d  F re d  C. B e c k w ith , o f  B ro a d h e a d , 
W is c o n s in  w h o  w a s  th e n  th e  f in a n c ia l  p ro m o te r  o f  a n  A m e ric a n  sy n d ic a te  in  
L o n d o n .

T h e se  th re e  g e n tle m e n  w e re  d in in g  o n e  d ay  in  th e  C r ite r io n  w h e n  M r  L e e s  tu rn e d  
to  h is  tw o  c o m p a n io n s  su d d e n ly  a n d  e x c la im e d : ‘G re a t G od! J a c k  th e  R ip p e r  h a s  
c o m m itte d  a n o th e r  m u rd e r .’ M r  S h a w  lo o k e d  a t h is  w a tc h  a n d  fo u n d  i t  w a s  e le v e n  
m in u te s  to  e ig h t. A t  te n  m in u te s  p a s t  e ig h t  a  p o lic e m a n  d isc o v e re d  th e  b o d y  o f  a 
w o m a n  in  C ro w n  co u rt, in  th e  W h ite c h a p e l  d is tr ic t, w ith  h e r  th ro a t  c u t f ro m  e a r  to  
e a r  a n d  h e r  b o d y  b e a r in g  all th e  m a rk s  o f  th e  R ip p e r ’s h a n d iw o rk . M r  L e e s  an d  
h is  c o m p a n io n s  a t o n c e  w e n t  to  S c o tla n d  Y a rd . T h e  n e w s  o f  th e  m u rd e r  h a d  n o t 
y e t  r e a c h e d  th e  in sp e c to r , b u t  w h ile  M r  L e e s  w a s  re la tin g  h is  s to ry , a  te le g ra m  
a rr iv e d  g iv in g  fu ll d e ta ils  o f  th e  o u tra g e .”

M a n y  o th e r  d e ta ils  in  th e  C h ic a g o  a r tic le  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  w r i te r  o r  w r ite rs  h a d  a c c e s s  to  a  so u rc e  
o f  p e rso n a l in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t L e e s . A m e ric a n  jo u rn a l is ts  w o u ld  h a v e  se en  th e  d a ily  w ire s  fro m  
L o n d o n  a b o u t th e  R ip p e r  M u rd e rs  a n d  w e re  as in fo rm e d  a b o u t th e m  as th e ir  c o u n te rp a r ts  in  
L o n d o n , b u t  s p e c if ic  fa m ily  d e ta ils  a b o u t L e e s  a n d  o f  h is  w o rk , a n d  h is  a d d re s s  in  th e  L o n d o n  
s u b u rb s  a lso  fo u n d  th e ir  w a y  in to  th e  s p u rio u s  a rtic le .

In  1895 , L e e s  w a s  b u sy  w ith  h is  la te s t  e n te rp ris e , th e  P e o p le ’s L e a g u e  w h ic h  su p p o rte d  m an y  
h u n d re d s  o f  n e e d y  fa m ilie s  in  th e  P e c k h a m  a re a  o f  L o n d o n . A  ‘g lo r io u s  m is s io n ’ w a s  h o w  L e e s  
d e s c r ib e d  i t  in  h is  d ia ry , a n d  w ith  i ts  m a n y  se lf-h e lp  S o c ia lis t-b a se d  p o lic ie s  a n d  p ro je c ts , i t  w a s  
h a v in g  a  rea l e ffe c t  o n  th e  p e o p le  o f  th a t  a rea . W ith in  a  f e w  m o n th s  o f  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  
C h ic a g o  a r tic le  in  se v e ra l E n g lis h  n e w s p a p e rs , h e  h a d  su ffe re d  a  b re a k d o w n . L e e s  le f t  L o n d o n  
fo r  th e  p e a c e  a n d  re la tiv e  a n o n y m ity  o f  th e  f is h in g  p o r t  o f  S t Iv e s  in  C o rn w a ll, ta k in g  h is  la rg e  
fa m ily  w ith  h im . T h e  P e o p le ’s L e a g u e  c lo se d  i ts  d o o rs , n e v e r  to  re -o p e n . L e e s  e v e r  e sc h e w e d  
th e  l im e lig h t  a n d  a  ro le  o f  le a d e rsh ip .

W h o  w a s  th e  so u rc e  in  C h ic a g o  o f  so  m u c h  p e rso n a l fa m ily  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t L e e s?  H o w  d id  a 
c o p y  o f  L IG H T  p u b lis h e d  in  1886  re a c h  th e  C h ic a g o  jo u rn a lis ts ?

P re s e n t  re s e a rc h  id e n tif ie s  tw o  p o s s ib le  c a n d id a te s . O n e  is  th e  n e w s p a p e r  e d ito r  a n d  fe l lo w ­
sp ir i tu a lis t  W .T . S tead , a n d  th e  o th e r, m o re  l ik e ly  c a n d id a te , is  L e e s ’ e ld e s t  so n , N o rm a n  A lb e r t  
L ees .

S te ad  a n d  L e e s  h a d  c o r re s p o n d e d  re g u la r ly  fo r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs  o n  s p ir i tu a lis t  m a tte rs . B o th  
w e re  jo u rn a l is ts  w o rk in g  in  L o n d o n , a n d  b o th  h e ld  s tro n g  n o n -c o n fo rm is t  C h r is t ia n  p h ila n th ro p ic  
v ie w s . S te ad  v is i te d  C h ic a g o  in  1891 , a n d  v is i te d  th e  W h ite c h a p e l  C lu b  -  th e  so c ie ty  o f  C h ic a g o  
jo u rn a l is ts  w h o  h a d  a  sp e c if ic  in te re s t  in  th e  W h ite c h a p e l  M u rd e rs .
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T h e  y o u n g  N o rm a n  L e e s , w h o  h a d  b e e n  b o rn  in  B irm in g h a m  in  1873 , w a s  s ty lin g  h im s e lf  as a 
‘c rim e  r e p o r te r ’ . D u r in g  th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  R ip p e r  m u rd e rs , h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  te e n a g e r  in  
L o n d o n . H e  to o  h a d  b e e n  in  C h ic a g o  in  1 8 9 1 /2  w ith  h is  y o u n g e r  b ro th e r  D o u g la s . A  le t te r  fro m  
S te ad  to  D r  A lb e r t  S h aw , th e  e d ito r  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  e d itio n  o f  ‘T h e  R e v ie w  o f  R e v ie w s ’ in  N e w  
Y o rk  d a te d  2 7  Ju ly  1894  c o n firm s  th a t  N o rm a n  h a d  b e e n  w ith  S te ad  in  C h ic a g o :

“N o rm a n  L e e s , th e  y o u n g  E n g lis h  P o lic e  R e p o r te r , w h o  h e lp e d  m e  in  m y  C h ic a g o  
D e te c tiv e  w o rk , is  le a v in g  b y  th e  ‘E tru r ia ’ w ith  h is  b ro th e r  fo r  N e w  Y o rk . H e  is  
re tu rn in g  to  C h ic a g o . H e  c a m e  ro u n d  to  a sk  m e  w h e th e r  I  th o u g h t  y o u  c o u ld  g e t 
h im  a  f re e  p a s s  to  C h ic a g o  f ro m  N e w  Y o rk . I  to ld  h im  th a t  I  d o u b te d  i t  in  as  m u c h  
as w e  h a d  to  p a y  fo r  o u r  o w n  t ic k e ts  w h e n  w e  w e re  in  A m e ric a , b u t  th a t  I  w o u ld  
m e n tio n  i t  to  y o u .”

H e n c e  w e  k n o w  th a t  N o rm a n  w a s  in  C h ic a g o  o n ly  m o n th s  b e fo re  th e  n o to r io u s  a rtic le  w a s  
p u b lish e d .

T h e re  is  e v id e n c e  in  th e  L e e s  fa m ily  p a p e rs  o f  a  r if t  b e tw e e n  N o rm a n  a n d  h is  fa th e r . H e  se ttle d  
in  N e w  Y o rk  w h e re , a f te r  b e in g  in v o lv e d  in  a  so c ie ty  sc an d a l, an d , a lle g e d ly , s e tt in g  f ire  to  h is  
fa m ily  h o m e , h e  w a s  fo r  so m e  t im e  in c a rc e ra te d  in  a n  in s t i tu t io n  fo r  th e  in sa n e . N e w s p a p e r  
re p o r ts  re c o rd  th a t  h e  a tte n d e d  h is  m o th e r ’s fu n e ra l in  I lf ra c o m b e , D e v o n  in  1912 , b u t  so o n  a fte r  
h e  se tt le d  in  A u s tra lia , e n ro ll in g  in  th e  A u s tra l ia n  a rm y  in  1916  -  g iv in g  h is  s ta tu s  as ‘s in g le ’ - 
a n d  se rv e d  in  th e  M e d ic a l C o rp .

N o rm a n  d ie d  o n  13 O c to b e r  1942  a t th e  S a lv a tio n  A rm y  H o m e  in  B e lle v u e  S tree t, S t P e te rs , 
S y d n e y  N S W , w ith  ‘n o  k n o w n  n e x t  o f  k in ’ . H e  h a d  a b a n d o n e d  h is  fa m ily , o r  th e y  h a d  
a b a n d o n e d  h im . S u c h  w a s  th e  le g a c y  o f  h is  f a th e r ’s a r tic le  o f  1886  in  L IG H T .
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T h e  R e c o rd  O ff ic e  fo r  L e ic e s te r , L e ic e s te rs h ire  a n d  R u tla n d  R O L L R )  c a ta lo g u e d  as  D E  4 4 8 1 /1  
a n d  fo llo w in g .
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Below is the first of the two LIGHT 4 articles referred to: -

THE REV. T. ASHCROFT AND 
SPIRITUALISM

The Rev. T. Ashcroft, of Chorley, has, at various times, sought notoriety by his 
lectures in opposition to Spiritualism. These utterances have no more distinguishing 
characteristic than the utter want of knowledge which they display with regard to the 
subject. Mr. Ashcroft has issued what he calls a “challenge.” As our readers are well 
aware, we are utterly opposed to this method of settling any question, much less such an 
intricate and serious problem as Spiritualism. Mr. Ashcroft makes two challenges; the 
first is to the amount of £1,000. It is not needful for us to enter into particulars; we 
simply advise our country friends who are being troubled by his pretensions, to ask 
Ashcroft whether he w ill consent, in the event of the challenge being accepted, to 
deposit the money with some bank, or with some gentleman of repute. Until he consents 
to do this, we advise our friends to have nothing whatever to do with the matter.

In another challenge, Mr. Ashcroft offers “to forfeit £5 each night that he fails to 
produce, through the assistance of a non-Spiritualist, superior phenomena to those 
obtained by Spiritualists.” Our readers w ill see the utterly clap-trap and shallow nature 
of these so called challenges, and the whole matter would be utterly beneath contempt 
were it not for the sequel.

The facts are these. Mr. Ashcroft has pursued this business of exposer for many 
years. During a portion of that period he was dependent upon the services of a 
gentleman who possessed considerable “mediumistic” powers, but who for a long 
period could not obtain any evidence that disembodied spirits had anything to do with 
the phenomena obtained through his mediumship. This gentleman’s name is Mr. James 
Lees, and, honestly enough, he associated himself with the Rev. T. Ashcroft to expose 
what he thought were unwarrantable pretensions on the part of Spiritualists. Now for 
the sequel. This gentleman has continued his investigations, and the result which we a 
few hours since learnt from his own lips is, that he now confesses himself a Spiritualist, 
and informs us that he has received abundant evidence to convince him that a portion at 
least of the phenomena are produced by the agencies to which Spiritualists mainly 
attribute these phenomena. His position is somewhat akin to our own. He by no means 
receives as the work of disembodied spiritual intelligences a l l  the phenomena which 
occur. He recognise the fact that we are sp irits here and now, and that there is no hard 
and fast line to be drawn between the action of mind embodied and mind 
disembodied— both possess the same powers, though in the majority of cases they are 
latent in the former.

4 LIGHT S a tu rd a y  M a y  15th 1886 .
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M r. L e e s  h a s  p r o m is e d  u s  a  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  in  n e x t  w e e k ’s “ L I G H T ,” in  
w h ic h  h e  w i l l  b r i e f ly  r e c o r d  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  w h ic h  h a v e  le d  to  a n  a d v a n c e  in  h is  
p o s i t i o n  w i th  r e g a r d  to  t h e  m a t te r ,  a n d  o u r  c o u n t r y  f r i e n d s — e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  a m o n g s t  
w h o m  M r. A s h c r o f t  h a s  p u s h e d  h i m s e l f — w i l l  d o  w e l l  to  w id e ly  c i r c u l a t e  t h a t  n u m b e r  o f  
“ L I G H T .” W e  w i l l  s u p p ly  t h e  n e x t  n u m b e r  o f  “ L I G H T ,” w h ic h  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a 
s e r v i c e a b le  o n e  f o r  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  a m o n g s t  o u r  c o u n t r y  f r i e n d s ,  o n  s p e c ia l  t e r m s .  
A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  s p e c ia l  p a r c e l s  m u s t  r e a c h  u s  not later than Wednesday morning 
post.

This theme was duly continued in the next issue: 5

SPIRITUALISM AND ITS 
OPPONENTS

L a s t  w e e k  (p 2 2 6 )  w e  a llu d e d  to  so m e  c h a lle n g e s  to  S p ir itu a lis ts  m a d e  b y  th e  R e v . T. 
A sh c ro ft , o f  C h o rle y , a n d , w h ile  e x p re s s in g  o u r  to ta l  d isa p p ro v a l o f  m a k in g  S p iritu a lism  th e  
s u b je c t o f  b e tt in g  in  an y  fo rm  o r  sh ap e , w e  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  so m e  in fo rm a tio n  in  o u r  p o s s e s s io n  
w o u ld  e n a b le  o u r  c o u n try  f r ie n d s  e f fe c tu a lly  to  d ea l w ith  th e  p re te n s io n s  o f  th e  re v e re n d  
g e n tle m a n  in  q u e s tio n . In  o n e  o f  th e se , “ c h a lle n g e s ,” th e  R e v . T. A s h c ro f t  o f fe rs  “ to  fo rfe it  £5 
e a c h  n ig h t  th a t  h e  fa ils  to  p ro d u c e , th ro u g h  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  a  n o n -S p ir itu a lis t, su p e rio r  
p h e n o m e n a  to  th o se  o b ta in e d  b y  S p ir i tu a lis ts .” W e  p o in te d  o u t th e  u t te r ly  c la p - tra p  a n d  sh a llo w  
n a tu re  o f  th e s e  so -c a lle d  c h a lle n g e s , a n d  th e n  w e n t  o n  to  n a rra te  th a t  th e  g e n tle m a n  u p o n  w h o m  
M r. A s h c ro f t  h a d  b e e n  d e p e n d e n t fo r  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e s e  “ n o n -S p ir i tu a lis t ic ” p h e n o m e n a  h a s  
b e e n  a  m e d iu m  h im s e lf  th ro u g h o u t, w h o  h ad , h o w e v e r , a t th a t  t im e  b e e n  u n a b le  to  sa tis fy  
h im s e lf  th a t  th e  p h e n o m e n a  w h ic h  o c c u rre d  in  h is  p re s e n c e  w e re  a ttr ib u ta b le  to  th e  a g e n c y  o f  
d ise m b o d ie d  sp irits .

S in c e  th e n  M r. L e e s , th e  g e n tle m a n  re fe r re d  to , h a s  c o n tin u e d  h is  in v e s tig a tio n s , a n d  i t  is  w ith  
p ro fo u n d  p le a s u re  th a t  w e  n o w  fu lf il  o u r  p ro m ise  o f  la s t  w e e k  a n d  c o m m u n ic a te  to  o u r  re a d e rs  
h is  s ta te m e n t w ith  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  c a u se s  w h ic h  h a v e  le d  to  a  c h a n g e  o f  o p in io n  o n  h is  p a rt. M r. 
L e e s ’ s ta te m e n t is e x p lic it  a n d  sp e a k s  fo r  itse lf . I t  c o m p le te ly  c u ts  th e  g ro u n d  f ro m  u n d e rn e a th  
M r. A s h c ro f t’s p re s e n t  p o s it io n , a n d  re n d e rs  n u g a to ry  th e  la t te r ’s “ c h a lle n g e s ,” in a s m u c h  as th e  
“ n o n -S p ir i tu a lis t ic  f r ie n d ” th e re  sp o k e n  o f  is  M r. L e e s  h im se lf , w h o , i t  w ill  b e  seen , h as , b y  th e  
s h e e r  fo rc e  o f  e v id e n c e , b e e n  c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  u n te n a b ili ty  o f  h is  fo rm e r  p o s itio n . T h u s  th e  w o rk  
g o e s  on ; th o se  w h o  c o m e  to  s c o f f  u l t im a te ly  re m a in  to  p ray . O n e  b y  o n e  truth-seeking in q u ire rs , 5

5 LIGHT S a tu rd a y , M a y  2 2 nd 1886.
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a lik e  o n  th e  sc ie n tif ic  as o n  th e  r e l ig io u s  s ide , a re  c o n fo u n d e d  in  th e ir  s c ep tic ism . I t  is  n o  
e x a g g e ra tio n  to  say  th a t  n o  o n e  w h o  h a s  e v e r  g iv e n  S p iritu a lism  a  c a re fu l a n d  p a tie n t  
in v e s tig a tio n , b e in g  a c tu a te d  in  th e  in q u iry  fo r  tru th  b y  th e  sp ir i t  o f  tru th , h a s  e v e r  fa ile d , so o n e r  
o r  la te r , to  re c o g n is e  th e  in n a te  tru th  a n d  b e n e fic ia l  in f lu e n c e  o f  w h a t, in  i ts  m a n y  v a r ie d  an d  
c o m p le x  p h a se s , is  g e n e ric a l ly  c a lle d  S p ir itu a lism .

M r. L e e s  s tr ik e s  a  tru e  a n d  p o te n t  k e y n o te  in  th e  c o n c lu d in g  p o r tio n  o f  h is  s ta te m e n t. W ith  
h im , in  h is  p le a d in g  fo r  m o re  sp ir i tu a li ty  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  S p ir itu a lism , w e  a re  in  th o ro u g h  
a c co rd . W e  h a v e  a lw a y s , to  th e  b e s t  o f  o u r  a b ility , in s is te d  u p o n  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  a p p ro a c h in g  
S p ir itu a lism  f ro m  a n o th e r  a n d  a  h ig h e r  s id e  th a n  th a t  o f  m e re  p h e n o m e n a lism . S c ien tif ic  
a tta in m e n ts  a re  so m e th in g , a n d  in te lle c tu a l c a p a c itie s  a re  n o t  to  b e  d e sp ise d , in  an  in q u iry  in to  
th e  th in g s  o f  sp irit; th e y  a re , w ith o u t  d o u b t, v a lu a b le  a id s  to  th e  in v e s t ig a to r , b u t  th e y  a re  n o t  a ll. 
B e y o n d  sc ie n c e , b e y o n d  in te lle c t, th e re  is  s o m e th in g  w h ic h , i f  n o t  p o s s e s s e d  b y  th e  se ek e r, w ill 
p ro v e  an  in su p e ra b le  b a r r ie r  in  th e  p a th . I t  is  n o t  a lto g e th e r  s in c e r ity  o f  p u rp o se , o r  a n  e a rn e s t 
d e s ire  to  k n o w  th e  tru th , th o u g h  i t  p a r ta k e s  o f  b o th  o f  th e se . W h a t, th e n , is  it?  L e t  u s  a n s w e r  in  
th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  C h r is t— “ E x c e p t  y e  b e c o m e  a s  l it tle  c h ild re n , y e  c a n n o t e n te r  th e  K in g d o m  o f  
H e a v e n .”

W e  n o w  a p p e n d  M r. L e e s ’ s ta te m e n t: -

“ O n e  p e rs o n  h a s  a lre a d y  a sk e d  m e  a  q u e s tio n , w h ic h  I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t o th e rs  w ill  rep e a t: W h a t 
n e c e s s i ty  is  th e re  to  m a k e  an y  s ta te m e n t a t a ll?  L e t  m e  e x p la in  a t o n ce . I  am  n o t b y  an y  m e a n s  
v a in  e n o u g h  to  su p p o se  th a t  I  a m  o f  su ff ic ie n t  im p o r ta n c e  to  th ro w  an y  g re a t  l ig h t  u p o n  th e  
c o m p le x  q u e s tio n  o f  S p ir itu a lism , o r  th a t  m y  d e c la ra t io n  o f  fa i th  w i l l  b e  fo llo w e d  b y  its  
a c c e p ta n c e  b y  all w h o  re a d  it; b u t  I  w is h  to  m a k e  a  s im p le  s ta te m e n t as an  a c t  o f  c o m m o n  ju s t ic e , 
b y  w h ic h  I  sh a ll re d e e m  a  p ro m is e  m a d e  a t a  t im e  w h e n  I  u s e d  m y  u tm o s t  e n d e a v o u rs  to  e x p la in  
a w a y  th a t  w h ic h  I  h a v e  d isc o v e re d  to  b e  a  d e m o n s tra te d  tru th .

T h o se  w h o  h a v e  k n o w n  m e  lo n g e s t  w ill b e  a b le  to  b e a r  w itn e s s  to  th e  in te re s t  w ith  w h ic h  I 
h a v e  a lw a y s  re g a rd e d  S p iritu a lism ; a n d  b e in g  p o s s e s s e d  o f  so m e  s lig h t m e d iu m is tic  a b ility , h a v e  
s tu d ie d  a n d  te s te d  th e  s u b je c t in  e v e ry  fo rm , p a tie n tly  s to p p in g  a t  e v e ry  n e w  s tep  to  c ritic a lly  
e x a m in e  e a c h  te s t, s ta te m e n t, a n d  c o m m u n ic a tio n . A f te r  se v e ra l y e a rs  o f  c a re fu l in v e s t ig a tio n , I 
w a s  le d  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  c o u ld  b e  s a tis fa c to r ily  e x p la in e d  u p o n  
a  sc ie n tif ic  b a s is  w ith o u t an y  in te r fe re n c e  o n  p a r t  o f  d is e m b o d ie d  sp irits . T ry  as I  w o u ld , I  fo u n d  
n o  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w h ic h  w o u ld  w a r ra n t  m e  g o in g  to  a  g re a te r  e x te n t th a n  th is ; a n d  in  th is  b e l ie f  
I  d e te rm in e d  to  o p p o se  th e  m o re  a d v a n c e d  th e o ry . A t th e  sa m e  t im e  I  n e v e r  c la im e d  to  h a v e  
e x h a u s te d  th e  su b jec t, a n d  d e c la re d  m y  in te n tio n  o f  c o n tin u in g  its  in v e s tig a tio n , a v o w in g  m y  
re a d in e s s  to  a d v a n c e  m y  p o s it io n  a t a n y  tim e  w h e n  su ff ic ie n t  e v id e n c e  c o u ld  b e  a d d u c ed .

M a n y  in  th e  N o r th  o f  E n g la n d  w h o  w e re  a c q u a in te d  w ith  S p ir itu a lism  te n  o r  tw e lv e  y e a rs  
ag o , w ill  r e m e m b e r  m y  p ro m is e  th a t, i f  I  sh o u ld  e v e r  f in d  m y s e l f  to  b e  w ro n g , I  w o u ld  n o t  sh rin k  
f ro m  m a k in g  i t  k n o w n . I t  is  in  fu lf i lm e n t o f  th is  p ro m is e  th a t  I  m a k e  th is  s ta te m e n t.

S in c e  m y  re s id e n c e  in  L o n d o n , b u s in e s s  h a s  p re v e n te d  m e  g iv in g  su c h  a c tiv e  a tte n tio n  to  th e  
s u b je c t a s  fo rm e rly , b u t  I  h a v e  n e v e r  c e a s e d  to  fo llo w  u p  th e  in q u iry , w ith o u t  an y  c h a n g e  o f  
o p in io n  u n til  N o v e m b e r , 1884 . D u r in g  th a t  m o n th  th e  q u e s tio n  w a s  in tro d u c e d  b y  a  g e n tle m a n  in
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a  c o m p a n y  w h e re  I  w a s  p re se n t, a n d  a  so m e w h a t l iv e ly  d e b a te  re su lte d . I  a d v a n c e d  m y  th e o ry , 
a n d  o f fe re d  to  p ro v e  it, w h ic h  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  a c c e p te d  b y  a  M r. S., a  g e n tle m a n  o f  so m e  
sc ie n tif ic  s ta n d in g , w h o  w a s  a lso  a  S p ir itu a lis t. A n o th e r  o f  th e  c o m p a n y , M r. B ., w is h e d  to  jo in  
u s , th e  la t te r  b e in g  a n  A th e is t. A n  a r ra n g e m e n t w a s  m a d e  to  s it  a  c e r ta in  n u m b e r  o f  t im e s , u n d e r  
c o n d itio n s  to  w h ic h  w e  a ll a g re e d , a n d  a t th e  te rm in a tio n  o f  o u r  in v e s t ig a tio n  w e  w e re  to  
c o m p a re  n o te s . T h e  s it t in g s  to o k  p la c e  in  th e  ro o m s  o f  M r. B ., a n d  c o m m e n c e d  w ith  ta b le  
m o v e m e n ts , b u t  w e re , a f te r  th e  fo u rth  s ittin g , p r in c ip a lly  d e v o te d  to  th e  tra n c e , I  m y s e l f  b e in g  
th e  m ed iu m .

O f  th e  f ir s t  th re e  s é a n c e s  I  h a v e  n o th in g  p a r t ic u la r  to  re c o rd  e x c e p t  th a t  I  w a s  p e rfe c tly  
sa tis fie d . A t th e  fo u rth  th e  n a m e  o f  S am u e l B . w a s  g iv e n , a n d  c la im e d  to  b e  an  u n c le  o f  M r. B ., 
w h o  la u g h e d  a t th e  id ea , as, h e  sa id , h e  n e v e r  h a d  an  u n c le  o f  th a t  n a m e . S till, th e  c o rre c tn e s s  o f  
th e  s ta te m e n t w a s  m a in ta in e d  a n d  a d d itio n a l d e ta ils  g iv e n  b y  w h ic h  to  id e n tify  th e  sp ir i t  i f  M r. B . 
w o u ld  w rite  h o m e . L e t  m e  h e re  say  b o th  th e s e  g e n tle m e n  w e re  A m e ric a n s . In  a n s w e r  to  fu r th e r  
in q u ir ie s , M r. B . w a s  to ld  to  re -o p e n  th e  w o rk in g s  o f  a  c e r ta in  m in e  w h ic h  h e  b a d  c lo se d , as it  
c o n ta in e d  v a lu a b le  m in e ra l, fu r th e r  d e ta i ls  o f  w h ic h  w e re  p ro m is e d  a t  th e  n e x t  s ittin g . T h is  
p ro m is e  w a s  re d e e m e d  b y  m y  d ra w in g , w h e n  in  th e  t ra n c e  s ta te , a  d ia g ra m  o f  th e  m in e , 
a p p e n d in g  v e ry  d e ta ile d  m e a s u re m e n ts  a n d  in s tru c tio n s  as to  w h e re  a  n e w  o p e n in g  w a s  to  b e  
m ad e . T h e  p a r t ic u la r  a tte n tio n  g iv e n  e v e n  to  th e  sm a lle s t  m a tte rs  c o n s id e ra b ly  in te re s te d  a n d  
su rp r ise d  m e , a lth o u g h  I  s till a n tic ip a te d  h a v in g  a  la u g h  a t th e  c o n fid e n c e  M r. S. e x p re s s e d  in  its  
c o rre c tn e ss .

In  th e  m e a n tim e , in q u ir ie s  h a d  b e e n  se t o n  fo o t  re s p e c tin g  S a m u e l B ., a n d  sh o rtly  a f te rw a rd s  a 
le t te r  w a s  re c e iv e d  c o n firm in g  th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  as f a r  as p o ss ib le , b u t  i t  a p p e a re d  h e  w e n t 
W e s t  w ith  so m e  e a rly  se tt le rs  a n d  b a d  n o t  a f te rw a rd s  b e e n  h e a rd  of, so  th a t  h is  d e a th  re m a in e d  an  
o p e n  q u e s tio n . W ith  re s p e c t  to  th e  m in e , I  m a y  say  th a t  so m e  m o n th s  la te r , w h e n  i t  w a s  to o  la te  
fo r  th e  t id in g s  to  h a v e  an y  w e ig h t  in  in f lu e n c in g  m y  o p in io n s , I  le a rn e d  f ro m  M r. B . th a t  h e  h a d  
fo u n d , so  f a r  as  h e  h a d  b e e n  a b le  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  tru th  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t, th a t  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
w a s  q u ite  c o rrec t.

I  w ill  o n ly  re fe r  to  o n e  o f  th e  m a n y  o th e r  m a tte rs  I  c o u ld  re la te  o f  th e s e  s ittin g s . M r. S. h a d  
o b ta in e d  ( to  h im s e lf )  s a tis fa c to ry  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  c o m m u n ic a tin g  in te ll ig e n c e s  b e in g  a c q u a in te d  
w ith  so m e  o f  h is  f r ie n d s  in  A m e ric a , b u t  it  w a s  n o  e v id e n c e  to  m e. A t o n e  s it t in g  h e  e x p re s s e d  a 
w is h  to  le a rn  th e  e x a c t a d d re s s  w h e re  a  c a b le g ra m  w o u ld  re a c h  J u d g e  T. th e  n e x t  d ay , a s  th a t  
g e n tle m a n  w a s  t ra v e ll in g  a t th e  t im e , a n d  i t  w a s  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  h im  a t 
on ce . A f te r  a  s lig h t p a u se , a n  a d d re s s  w a s  I  g iv e n  w h e re  th e  ju d g e  w a s  to  a rr iv e  a t a  c e r ta in  h o u r  
th e  fo llo w in g  d ay , c o rre s p o n d in g  w ith  e ig h t  p .m . E n g lis h  t im e . M r. S. d e s p a tc h e d  a  c a b le g ra m  to  
th e  a d d re s s  g iv e n , b u t  o rd e re d  i t  to  b e  re p e a te d  to  th e  N e w  Y o rk  a d d re s s  o f  th e  ju d g e . A t m y  
s u g g e s tio n  w e  a r ra n g e d  to  s it  th a t  sa m e  n ig h t, a n d  a b o u t tw e n ty  m in u te s  p a s t  e ig h t  M r. S. w a s  
to ld  h is  c a b le  h a d  b e e n  re c e iv e d , a n d  a  re p ly  h a d  b e e n  se n t: c o n s is tin g  o f  th re e  c o d e  w o rd s , 
w h ic h  w e re  g iv en . T h e  re c e ip t  o f  th e  m e s s a g e  n e x t  d a y  c o n f irm e d  th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  in  ev e ry  
d e ta il.

O f  c o u rse  su c h  e v id e n c e  w a s  fa r  b e y o n d  a n y th in g  I  h a d  [a n t ic ip a te d ]  b u t  I  d id  n o t  b y  an y  
m e a n s  a c c e p t  i t  a s  c o n c lu s iv e , a n d  I  b e g a n  to  lo o k  in to  th e  q u e s tio n  a g a in  a t  h o m e ; b u t  h e re  I 
s p e e d ily  fo u n d  th e  re s u lts  f a r  m o re  s ta r tlin g . L e t  m e  g iv e  o n e  ca se , w h ic h  I  re c e iv e d  a t th is  t im e ,
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th a t  d id  m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  e ls e  to  c o n v in c e  m e  th a t  i t  w a s  sp ir i t  a g e n c y  a t w o rk . I  w a s  re tu rn in g  
h o m e  o n e  n ig h t  b y  b u s , a b o u t 7 .3 0 , a n d  h a d  re a c h e d  th e  M a rb le  A rc h , w h e n  a  v o ic e , s p e a k in g  
q u ite  d is tin c tly , to ld  m e  to  re tu rn  to  a  c e r ta in  h o te l a n d  see  a  M r. R ., w h o  w a s  s to p p in g  th e re . I 
re tu rn e d , th in k in g  th is  t im e  I  sh o u ld  f in d  m y  sp ir i t  f r ie n d  a t fa u lt , b u t  w a s  c o n s id e ra b ly  
a s to n is h e d  to  f in d  M r. R . w a s  th e re , a n d  o c c u p y in g  th e  ro o m  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  m e n tio n e d . 
D e te rm in e d  to  f o l lo w  i t  o u t, I  s e n t  u p  m y  c a rd , a n d  sh o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  w a s  e x p la in in g  th e  
r e a s o n  o f  m y  v is i t  to  th e  sm ilin g  s tra n g e r . H e  h a d  h e a rd  o f  S p ir i tu a l is m , b u t  k n e w  l i t t le  a b o u t 
i t ;  s till, h a v in g  a  s h o r t  t im e  to  s p a re  b e fo re  h is  d e p a r tu re  f o r  th e  C o n tin e n t , h e  a c c e d e d  to  m y  
r e q u e s t  to  s it  f o r  a  s h o r t  tim e .

In  le s s  th a n  tw e n ty  m in u te s  h e  w a s  to ld  o f  th e  s u d d e n  d e a th  o f  h is  s is te r  in  A m e ric a ;  th a t  a 
c a b le  c a l l in g  h im  h o m e  h a d  m is s e d  h im ; th a t  i f  h e  w o u ld  w a i t  th e  a r r iv a l  o f  th e  m a il  th a t  n ig h t  
h e  w o u ld  f in d  le t te r s  f ro m  h o m e  c o n f irm in g  th e  s ta te m e n t, a n d  th e  n o t ic e  o f  h e r  d e a th  in  a 
p a p e r , w h ic h  w a s  m e n tio n e d . A t h a lf -p a s t  e ig h t  w e  w e n t  to g e th e r  to  th e  A m e r ic a n  E x c h a n g e , 
w h e re  h is  le t te r s  w e re  d ire c te d , a n d  te n  m in u te s  la te r  th e  m a il  w a s  d e liv e re d , a n d  th e  s tra n g e  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  v e r i f ie d  in  e v e ry  p a r t ic u la r .

T h e s e  a re  a  f e w  in s ta n c e s  w h ic h  I  h a v e  re c e iv e d  s in c e  N o v e m b e r , 1884 . I  c o u ld  g iv e  f if ty  i f  
n e e d s  b e , n o n e  o f  w h ic h  c a n  b e  e x p la in e d  b y  th e  th e o ry  I  p re v io u s ly  h e ld , a n d  th e re fo re  b y  th e  
w e ig h t  o f  e v id e n c e  I  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p e lle d  to  a d v a n c e  m y  p o s it io n  a n d  a c c e p t  th e  d e m o n s tra te d  
f a c t  th a t  d is e m b o d ie d  f r ie n d s  c a n  a n d  d o  re tu rn  to  c o n v e rs e  w ith  u s . B y  th is  I  d o  n o t  m e a n  to  
sa y  th a t  all th e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  S p ir i tu a lis m  h a v e  su c h  a n  o r ig in — fa r  f ro m  it. I  b e l ie v e  th a t  a 
v e ry  g re a t  p a r t  o f  th a t  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  o th e r  w o r ld  h a s  n o th in g  w h a te v e r  to  d o  w ith  th e  
d e p a r te d , a n d  is  a l to g e th e r  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  fo rc e s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  th e  s itte rs .

I  h a v e  n o  d e s ire  to  e x te n d  th e  l im its  o f  th is  s ta te m e n t, b u t  th e re  is  o n e  q u e s tio n  w h ic h  I  fee l 
b o u n d  to  a n tic ip a te . W h y  s h o u ld  n o t  o u r  s p ir i t  f r ie n d s  h a v e  g iv e n  m e  th is  e v id e n c e  e a r lie r?  I 
h a v e  le a rn e d  m u c h  d u r in g  th is  la s t  tw e lv e  m o n th s , a n d  am  e n a b le d  to  se e  n o w  th a t  i t  w a s  
b e c a u s e  I  w o u ld  n o t  g iv e  th e m  a n  o p p o r tu n ity , p re c is e ly  as a  g r e a t  m a n y  o th e rs  a re  s till d o in g . 
I  w a s  s e e k in g  f o r  th e  g ra n d  t ru th s  o f  S p ir i tu a lis m , b u t  I  w a s  lo o k in g  f o r  th e m  in  th e  w ro n g  
p la c e  a n d  in  th e  w ro n g  sp ir it. I  w a s  lo o k in g  fo r  th e m  in  te s t is m , w o n d e r is m , a n d  c r i t ic is m , 
d e m a n d in g  to  b e  c o n v in c e d  in  m y  o w n  w a y , a n d  u p o n  m y  o w n  lin e s ;  s e e k in g  to  c o n fo rm  th e  
la w s  o f  th e  In f in i te  to  m y  p u n y  u n d e rs ta n d in g , r a th e r  th a n  a l lo w  th e  in f in i te  to  l i f t  m e  u p  to  
H im se lf ;  a n d  th is  is  w h e re  th e  s u b je c t  s ta n d s  to -d a y . O n e  h a s  to  s e a rc h  a  lo n g  t im e  to  f in d  an y  
S p ir i tu a lis m  in  it— all th e  in q u iry  is  f o r  “ s ig n s  a n d  w o n d e r s ,” te s t  f i r s t  a n d  te s t  la s t , w h i le  th e  
te a c h in g s  o f  th e  o th e r  l if e  a re  lo s t  in  th e  g re e d  fo r  s o m e  m o re  s e n sa tio n a l  w o n d e r , a n d  th a t  
m e d iu m  is  a c c o u n te d  th e  g re a te s t  w h o  c a n  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu lly  o u t-d is ta n c e  su c h  m e n  as 
M a s k e ly n e  a n d  V e rb e c k .

W h a te v e r  is  d e s ire d  m a y  b e  o b ta in e d , a n d  th e  d e s ire  f o r  su c h  le g e rd e m a in ic  p e r fo rm a n c e s  
a ttr a c ts  o n ly  th o s e  s p ir i ts  w h o  a re  au fait in  th e s e  m a rv e ls , b u t  th e y  a re  n o t  th e  f r ie n d s  w h o  a re  
c a p a b le  o f  d e m o n s tra t in g  th e  h ig h e s t  a n d  m o s t  e n n o b lin g  t ru th s  o f  s p ir i tu a l life ; o n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d , th e s e  w e lc o m e  w o n d e r -w o rk e r s  c ro w d  b a c k  th e  h o l ie r  in f lu e n c e s  w h ic h  a re  j u s t  a s  m u c h  
a t  o u r  s e rv ic e , a n d  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e  is  th a t  S p ir i tu a lis m  h a s  h a d  a  d o w n w a rd  te n d e n c y  in  i ts  
m o ra ls  w h ic h  i t  is  q u ite  t im e  w a s  c h e c k e d , a n d  th is  r a m p a n t  c u r io s ity  s u c c e e d e d  b y  an  e a rn e s t  
a n d  p ra y e r fu l  c u lt iv a t io n  o f  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  th o s e  sp ir i ts  w h o  a re  c a p a b le  o f  le a d in g  in  an
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o p p o s ite  d ire c tio n ;  w h o  u s e  w h a t  w e  n o w  c a ll te s ts  a s  m e re  i l lu s tr a t io n s  o f  th e i r  te a c h in g s , a n d  
b e in g  s e le c te d  a t  th e i r  o w n  t im e  a n d  in  th e i r  o w n  w a y , c o m e  u p o n  u s  w ith  a d d it io n a l  fo rc e , a n d  
c a r ry  c o n v ic t io n  in  th e i r  u n a n s w e ra b le  t ru th .  H i th e r to  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c o n te n t  w ith  th e  
c o m p a n io n s h ip , to  a  v e ry  g re a t  e x te n t, o f  th o s e  sp ir i ts  w h o  k n o w  v e ry  l i t t le  m o re  th a n  
o u rse lv e s ;  a n d  th e s e  in  th e i r  d e s ire  to  a p p e a r  le a rn e d  h a v e  s p o k e n  o f  th a t  u p o n  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  
e q u a lly  ig n o ra n t , a n d  h e n c e  th e  c o n tra d ic t io n  a n d  c o n fu s io n  w h ic h  e x is ts  to -d a y . I t  is  t im e  su c h  
th in g s  c a m e  to  an  e n d , f o r  I  h a v e  le a rn e d  in  m y  r e c e n t  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a t  h o m e  th a t  th e re  a re  
g r e a te r  a n d  p u re r  r e v e la t io n s  a w a itin g  th o s e  w h o  a re  re a d y  to  r e c e iv e  th e m , a n d  I  h o p e  th e  t im e  
is  n o t  f a r  d is ta n t  w h e n , b y  a  u n ite d  e f fo r t  a n d  d e te rm in a tio n , S p ir i tu a l is m  w ill  p u rg e  i t s e l f  o f  
th e  m o rb id  te n d e n c y  w ith  w h ic h  i t  is  a t p re s e n t  s u rro u n d e d , a n d  r e a l is in g  i ts  t ru e  p o s it io n  a n d  
p o s s ib i l i t ie s ,  ta k e  w in g  to  a  h ig h e r  a lt i tu d e , w h e re  i t  w ill  b e  a b le  to  m a n if e s t  i ts  D iv in e  
a p p o in tm e n t  to  a id  m a n k in d  to  l iv e  a  l if e  m o re  in  h a rm o n y  w i th  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  d e s p is e d  
N a z a re n e , w h o  m u s t  e v e r  s ta n d  a s  th e  c e n tra l  p o in t  o f  sp ir i tu a l  t ru th .” —  (S ig n e d )

R O B E R T  J A M E S  L E E S .
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[Note by Psypioneer: - Early Spiritualist mediums often saw fairies, as did for example the 
sister of Alfred Kitson- see Psypioneer February 2005. 6 7 We are reprinting the account below as 
further testimony to this widespread phenomenon. There is however a mystery associated with 
this account - when did Emma make the Continental visit to which she refers?

Moreover, in this true ghost story, is there not some similarity to the acknowledged fictional 
narratives Emma sometimes composed.]

SPIRITS OF THE MINES
Mrs. Hardinge, the authoress o f this extraordinary narrative, has clairvoyant powers, and is well known to

English Spiritualists

B Y  E M M A  H A R D I N G E  B R I T T E N

From  the “Banner o f  L ig h t” (Boston, U.S.), Oct. 9th, 1875.

I FIRMLY, emphatically believe that we have ample demonstration of a human origin in 
every manifestation where human forms are presented or human intelligence rendered. I 
cannot say I know this, but I believe it, and I think an immense array of the testimony our 
experiences in Spiritualism furnish us with, all tends to confirm this belief up to the point 
of absolute certainty. At the same time I not only believe in, but I know the fact of the 
existence of other than human spirits. I have seen them, held some kind of intercourse with 
them, and confidently believe they can measurably intervene in human affairs. I have never 
seen any in human form except in such a caricature, miniature, or distorted resemblance of 
that divine image, that I should not have been liable to mistake them for human beings.

Commencing with the old but never out of fashion saying of Hamlet, “There are more 
things in heaven and earth than we dream of in our philosophy, Horatio,” I shall give my 
experience in one instance, at least, with the so-called “gnomes,” “kobolds,” or spirits of 
the mines.

It is well known in certain mining districts, especially in Bohemia and Hungary, that 
many of the miners cherish faith in the existence of an order of beings who take especial 
interest in their labours, and help them to find rich leads of minerals, knock, or as they call 
it, “hammer” away lustily when they are at fault, and sometimes by these sounds, 
sometimes by lights, and occasionally by the apparition of little figures, point the way to the 
richest leads of the metals. I have visited the mines in Germany and the Bohemar Wold, 
where I have heard those knockings, seen the lights, and should have unhesitatingly 
attributed such phenomena to the spirits of deceased friends of the miners had I not also,

6 Alfred Kitson and progressive Lyceums -  Psypioneer Volume 1, No. 10 pages 123-125: - 
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/Leslie_Price_PP10 .pdf

7 THE SPIRITUALIST - OCT. 29, 1875.pages 209-210.
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n o t  o n c e  o r  tw ic e ,  b u t  m a n y  t im e s ,  s e e n  l i t t l e  s to c k y - lo o k in g  th in g s  in  th e  s h a p e  o f  m e n , 
v e ry  s m a ll ,  a n d  e i th e r  b la c k ,  r e d , o r  m e ta l l ic  in  c o lo u r — li t t l e  c h u n k s  o f  c r e a tu r e s ,  w h o m  
th e  m in e r s  w e r e  a c c u s to m e d  to  s e e  a n d  c a ll  b y  a  n a m e  w h ic h , t r a n s la te d ,  s ig n i f ie s  “ e a r th  
s p i r i t s .” T h e y  s a id  th e y  w e r e  k in d  a n d  g o o d ;  n e v e r  m e d d le d  w i th  th e m , th o u g h  th e y  
s o m e t im e s  in  s p o r t  th r e w  th e i r  to o ls  a b o u t. T h e s e  m in e r s  to ld  m e  th e y  o f te n  s a w  l ig h ts ,  a n d  
a ll  c o u ld  h e a r  th e  k n o c k in g s ,  but few could see the figures, a n d  in  s o m e  o f  th e  m in e s  I 
v i s i te d ,  th e  p o o r  w o r k m e n  th o u g h t  m o re  h ig h ly  o f  m e  th a n  o r d in a r y ,  b e c a u s e  I  c o u ld  se e  
th e i r  “ w e l l  b e lo v e d  l i t t l e  e a r th  s p i r i t s .”

W ith  th e  l ig h t  o f  m o d e r n  S p i r i tu a l is m  to  g u id e  m e , I  e a s i ly  u n d e r s to o d  th a t  I, a s  a 
m e d iu m , c o u ld  s e e  s p ir i tu a l  a p p a r i t io n s  i n v is ib le  to  th e  e y e s  o f  th o s e  w h o  w e r e  n o t  
m e d iu m s . I  a ls o  c o m p r e h e n d e d  w h y  c e r ta in  o f  th e  w o r k m e n , th e i r  w iv e s  o r  c h i ld r e n ,  b e in g  
s p i r i tu a l ly  u n f o ld e d ,  c o u ld  p e r c e iv e  th e  f o rm s  o f  th o s e  w h o m  th e i r  le s s  g i f te d  c o m p a n io n s  
o n ly  k n e w  b y  th e i r  k n o c k in g s  o r  f la s h in g  l ig h ts .

DERBYSHIRE GNOMES

In  W il l ia m  H o w i t t ’ s c h a rm in g  s k e tc h , c a l le d  Berg-Geister, h e  a l lu d e s  to  th e s e  p o p u la r  
b e l i e f s  a m o n g s t  m in e r s ,  b u t  h e  d o e s  m o re , h e  g iv e s  a  v e ry  g r a p h ic  a c c o u n t  o f  a  c e r ta in  
Clamps in the wood, w h e r e  v e r i t a b le  g n o m e s  f ig u r e d  a s  th e  p r in c ip a l  p e r s o n a g e s .  M r. 
H o w i t t ’s n a r r a t iv e  i s  s u p p o r te d  b y  n a m e s , w i tn e s s e s ,  a n d  s u n d ry  d e ta i l s  w h ic h  c o n f i r m  h is  
o w n  u n d o u b te d  te s t im o n y . A s  I  h a p p e n e d  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  p r iv i le g e d  f e w  w h o  v i s i t e d  th e  
h a u n te d  r e g io n  w h ic h  M r. H o w it t  w r i te s  o f , I  s h a ll  c i te  m y  o w n  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  th e  m a tte r ,  
w i th  w h a t  I  t r u s t  m y  r e a d e r s  w il l  a l lo w  to  b e  th e  h o n e s t  p u r p o s e  o f  m a k in g  m y s e l f  
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  s to ry .

I t  is  n o w  s o m e  f e w  y e a r s  s in c e , b e in g  in  th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  a  lo v e ly  v a l le y  c a l le d  
D o v e d a le ,  in  th e  C o u n ty  o f  D e r b y s h ir e ,  E n g la n d ,  I  h e a rd  m y  k in d  h o s t  a n d  h o s te s s ,  M r. a n d  
M rs . H a r t ,  e x p a t ia t in g  u p o n  th e  s in g u la r  p h e n o m e n a  th e y  h a d  w i tn e s s e d  in  th e  c o t ta g e  o f  a n  
o ld  l a b o u r e r  ( th e n  p a s s e d  a w a y  to  th e  b e t t e r  w o r ld ) ,  c a l le d  C la m p s ;  I  th in k ,  i f  I  r e c o l le c t  
r ig h t ,  h e  h a d  w o r k e d  f o r  M r. H a r t ,  w h o  w a s  in te r e s te d  in  th e  m in e s  a d ja c e n t  to  D o v e d a le .  
M y  f r ie n d s  in f o r m e d  m e  th a t  C la m p s  h a d  r e s id e d  f o r  o v e r  f i f ty  y e a r s  in  a  r u in o u s  o ld  f a r m ­
h o u s e , o n ly  a  s m a ll  p a r t  o f  w h ic h  w a s  h a b i ta b le .  T h e  p la c e  w a s  o n  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  m in e s ,  
w h e r e  th e  o ld  m a n  in  h is  y o u th  a n d  p r im e  h a d  w o r k e d ,  a n d  w h e re ,  a s  I  b e l ie v e ,  h e  d ie d . 
D u r in g  h is  lo n g  r e s id e n c e  o f  h a l f  a  c e n tu r y  in  th is  p la c e ,  o ld  C la m p s  a n d  h is  a s s o c ia te s  
w e r e  a c c u s to m e d  to  s e e  s t r a n g e  g lo b u la r  l ig h ts ,  w h ic h  y e a r  in  a n d  y e a r  o u t  w o u ld  c o m e  a n d  
g o  w i th  a ll  th e  f a m i l ia r i ty  o f  h o u s e h o ld  g h o s ts .

M r. H a r t ,  w h o  w a s  s o m e w h a t  o f  a  s c e p t ic  o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  m y  “ s p i r i t s ,” a s  h e  t e r m e d  it, 
d e c la r e d  th a t  i f  C la m p s ’ s l ig h ts  w e r e  s p i r i t s  o f  “ h u m a n s ,” th e y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  th o s e  o f  
d e c e a s e d  l a m p l ig h te r s  o r  g a s  m e n — f o r  th e y  n e v e r  a p p e a r e d  b y  d a y , a n d  g e n e r a l ly  c h o s e  
th e  lo n g  w in t e r  n ig h ts ,  o r  p a r t i c u la r ly  d a rk  e v e n in g s ,  f o r  th e  p e r io d s  o f  t h e i r  v i s i ta t io n s .  
O ld  C la m p s  c a l le d  th e m  h is  “ g lo r io u s  L ig h t s ,” a n d  w a s  v e ry  p a r t i c u la r  a b o u t  r e tu r n in g  to  
h is  s h a n ty  e a r ly  e v e ry  n ig h t ,  so  th a t  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  m is s  s e e in g  th e m . T h e y  c a m e  o u t , o r  
s e e m e d  to  c o m e , a s  m y  f r ie n d s  a l le g e d ,  f ro m  a  f i r m  w a l l ,  f a s h io n e d  o f  ro c k , a n d  th e  b lo c k s  
so  s o l id ly  c e m e n te d  to g e th e r  th a t  n o t  a  c r a c k  o r  c ra n n y  c o u ld  b e  d is c o v e r e d .  T h e y  g e n e ra l ly
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c a m e  f ro m  tw o  o r  th r e e  to  s e v e n  o r  e ig h t  in  n u m b e r .  M rs .  H a r t  s a id  th a t  o n e  v e ry  c o ld  
w i n t e r ’ s n ig h t  s h e  s a w  a s  m a n y  a s  t e n  o f  th e s e  l ig h ts .  T h e y  s e e m e d  to  f i l l  th e  l i t t l e  ro o m , 
a n d  h o v e re d  a b o u t  th e  f i r e  a s  i f  g r a t i f i e d  w i th  i ts  p le a s a n t  w a rm th . “ T h e y  c a m e ,” s a id  m y  
in fo r m a n t ,  “ o u t  o f  th e  w a l l ,  s o m e  a b o u t  tw o  f e e t  f ro m  th e  g ro u n d , o th e r s  a s  h ig h  a s  th r e e  
f e e t ,  b u t  n o n e  m o re  th a n  fo u r ,  a n d  a ll  r e m a in e d  th e  s a m e  h e ig h t  d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f  th e i r  
s ta y .” T h e y  s h o o k , t r e m b le d ,  o r  fickered th e  w h o le  t im e ,  a s  i f  th e y  w e r e  q u iv e r in g  w i th  f e a r  
o r  c o ld . T h e y  h a d  b e e n  s e e n  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  y e a r s ,  lo n g e r ,  in d e e d , th a n  th e  m e m o ry  o f  th e  
“ o ld e s t  i n h a b i ta n t s ” o f  th a t  r e g io n  c o u ld  t r a c e  th e m , e x c e p t  th e  v e n e r a b le  o c to g e n a r ia n  
C la m p s , w h o  a f f i r m e d  th e y  h a d  a lw a y s  b e e n  th e r e  a s  lo n g  a s  h e  c o u ld  r e m e m b e r .  T h e ir  
c o m in g  w a s  g e n e r a l ly  p r e c e d e d  b y  c r a c k l in g  s o u n d s , o r  d i r e c t  k n o c k in g s ,  a n d  m a n y  o f  th e  
n e ig h b o u r s  d e c la r e d  th e y  s a w  th e  f ig u r e s  o f  little men j u s t  a s  M r. H o w i t t ’ s n a r r a t iv e  
d e s c r ib e s  th e m — n a m e ly ,  “ b l a c k  a s  a  c o a l, a n d  p o l is h e d  a s  a  b o o t .” O n e  o f  th e  n e ig h b o u r s ,  
a  w o m a n  w h o  h a d  o f te n  v i s i t e d  th e  c o t ta g e  o f  C la m p s  w i th  h e r  c h i ld r e n ,  d e s c r ib e d  th e  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  th e  l i t t l e  m e n  a s  b e in g  s h o r t ,  c h u n k y , d e s t i tu te  o f  h a ir ,  p o l is h e d  a ll o v e r , a n d  
b e a r in g  a b o u t  th e  r e g io n  w h e r e  th e  h e a r t  l ie s  in  h u m a n  b e in g s  a  la r g e  g lo b u la r  l ig h t  a b o u t  
th e  s iz e  o f  a n  o s t r ic h 's  e g g . I t  w a s  th is  l ig h t ,  s h e  s a id , “ w h ic h  th e  f o lk s  s a w ,” a n d  i t  w a s  b y  
th is  l ig h t  th a t  sh e  a n d  h e r  c h i ld r e n  s a w  th e m . S h e  a d d e d , th e y  d id  n o t  w a lk , b u t  j u m p e d  
a b o u t,  a n d  t h e i r  in c e s s a n t  r e s t le s s  m o tio n s  c a u s e d  th e  f l i c k e r in g s  w h ic h  th e  l ig h ts  a lw a y s  
e x h ib i te d .  M y  f r ie n d  M rs . H a r t  a lw a y s  b e h e ld  th e  d im  o u t l in e  o f  l i t t l e  f ig u r e s  
a c c o m p a n y in g  th e  l ig h ts ,  b u t  th e  d i s t in c tn e s s  w i th  w h ic h  th e s e  c r e a tu r e s  w e r e  s e e n  s e e m e d  
to  d e p e n d  u p o n  w h a t  in  o u r  p h i lo s o p h y  w e  te r m  m e d iu m is t ic  e n d o w m e n ts .  O th e r  f o rm s  h a d  
b e e n  s e e n  a t  C la m p s ’ s, s u c h  a s  d o g s , h o r s e s ,  a n d  e v e n  w i ld  b e a s t s ,  b u t  a s  th e  c o t ta g e  w a s  
i n a c c e s s ib le  to  h o r s e s ,  a n d  n o  o th e r  a n im a ls  o f  a n y  k in d  w e r e  k e p t  o r  k n o w n  to  f r e q u e n t  
th a t  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,  th e s e  a c c o u n ts  w e r e  s e t  d o w n  to  s u p e r s t i t io u s  e x a g g e r a t io n s .

A NIGHT IN A HAUNTED HUT

I  m ig h t  f i l l  a  v o lu m e  w i th  th e  s to r ie s  r e la te d  to  m e  o f  th is  r e g io n ,  a n d  th e  m a t te r - o f - f a c t  
n a r r a t iv e s  w h ic h  m a n y  o f  th e  m o s t  i n te l l ig e n t  o f  th e  m in e r s  a n d  th e i r  f a m i l i e s  f u r n is h e d  m e  
w i th  s e e m e d  b e y o n d  g a in s a y  o r  d e n ia l .  S h o r t ly  b e f o r e  m y  v i s i t  to  th a t  s e c t io n  o f  c o u n try  
t e r m in a te d ,  m y  f r ie n d s  th e  H a r ts  p r o p o s e d  to  g iv e  m e  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  w i tn e s s in g  f o r  
m y s e l f  s o m e  o f  th e  m a r v e ls  th e y  h a d  d i s c o u r s e d  a b o u t.  T h e y  to ld  m e  o ld  C la m p s  h a d  
p a s s e d  a w a y ; th a t  th e  c o t ta g e  h e  h a d  in h a b i te d  h a d  b e e n  te n a n te d  f o r  s o m e  y e a r s  b y  a  v e ry  
d e c e n t  f a m i ly  o f  p o o r  p e a s a n ts ,  b u t  a s  th e  c h i ld r e n  g r e w  u p  th e  e ld e r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  
f a m ily ,  f e a r in g  th e  c o n t in u a l  m a n i f e s ta t io n  o f  p r e te r n a tu r a l  s ig h ts  a n d  s o u n d s  w o u ld  m a k e  
th e m  “ s k e a r y ” a n d  s u p e r s t i t io u s ,  h a d  a t  le n g th  m o v e d  a w a y , a n d  th e  p la c e  h a d  b e e n  
a b a n d o n e d .  I t  w a s  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  f e w  la b o u r e r s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a c c u s to m e d  to  s e e  a n d  
h a d  g r o w n  f a m i l i a r  w i th  C la m p s 's  “ g lo r io u s  l ig h t s ,” th a t  th e y .  w o u ld  n e v e r  c o m e  o u t  e x c e p t  
a  f i r e  w a s  l ig h te d  th e r e ;  a n d  a s  th e  p la c e  w a s  d e s e r te d  a n d  v e ry  f a r  r e m o te  f ro m  o th e r  
in h a b i ta n ts ,  m y  f r ie n d s  p r o p o s e d  to  ta k e  m e  to  a  s ti l l  m o re  d i s ta n t  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,  a n d  o n e  
w h e re ,  a s  th e y  k n e w  b y  e x p e r ie n c e ,  m y  c u r io s i ty  m ig h t  h a v e  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  to  b e  g ra t i f ie d .

S ta r t in g  e a r ly  o n e  f in e  O c to b e r  m o rn in g  w e  d ro v e  a b o u t  te n  m ile s  f ro m  h o m e , in te n d in g  
to  v i s i t  th e  m in e s ,  w h ic h  c o m m e n c e d  a b o u t  th e  e n d  o f  D o v e d a le  V a l le y , b u t  t e r m in a te d  in  
th e  d i r e c t io n  m y  f r ie n d s  p u r s u e d . A r r iv e d  a t  a  w i ld  a n d  m o s t  r o m a n t ic  g le n ,  w e  l e f t  o u r  
h o r s e s  a n d  c a r r ia g e  a t  a  p o o r  ta v e r n  c a l le d  “ T h e  M in e r ’ s R e s t .” p e rc h e d  o n  th e  v e ry  to p  o f
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th e  m a s s  o f  r o c k s  w h ic h  r e a r e d  u p  th e i r  c ra g g y  h e ig h ts  l ik e  s e n t in e ls  g u a rd in g  th e  e n tr a n c e  
to  th e  c h a rm e d  r e g io n . O u r  p a th  w a s  c o n t in u e d  f o r  m o re  th a n  tw o  m ile s  a p in g  a  r o u g h  ro a d  
b r o k e n  o u t  o f  f a l le n  t r e e s  a n d  c ru m b l in g  r o c k s  b y  th e  w h e e ls  o f  th e  h e a v y  w a g o n s  u s e d  f o r  
c o n v e y in g  th e  m in e r a l  f ro m  th e  m in e s .  A  m o re  w i ld ,  w e ird ,  a n d  to i l s o m e  jo u r n e y  I  n e v e r  
in  m y  l i f e  u n d e r to o k ,  a n d  in  t r u th  I  b e c a m e  so  f a t ig u e d  d u r in g  i ts  p r o g r e s s  th a t  w e  h a d  
s o m e  d o u b ts  w h e th e r  I  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  to  m u s te r  s t r e n g th  e n o u g h  to  a c c o m p l i s h  o u r  
p i lg r im a g e .  I t  w a s  tw i l i g h t  b e f o r e  w e  g a in e d  o u r  p o in t  o f  d e s t in a t io n ,  a n d  g la d  e n o u g h  I 
w a s  to  s e e  th e  g lo w in g  f i r e s  o f  w h a t  lo o k e d  m o re  l ik e  a  l i t t l e  e n c a m p m e n t  o f  g ip s ie s  th a n  a 
v i l l a g e ,  a l th o u g h  i t  w a s  r e a l ly  d ig n if ie d  w i th  th a t  t i t le .  M y  f r ie n d s  g u id e d  m e  a t o n c e  to  a 
h u t  m o re  p r e te n t io u s  th a n  th e  r e s t ,  a n d  in t r o d u c e d  m e  to  a  f a m i ly  w h o  h a d  f o rm e r ly  b e e n  
s e rv a n ts  in  t h e i r  h o u s e h o ld .  I t  c o n s is te d  o f  a  m a n , h is  w if e ,  m o th e r ,  a n d  tw o  f in e  la d s ,  a ll  o f  
w h o m  w e r e  e m p lo y e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  in  th e  a d ja c e n t  m in e s .  A s  w e  s ta te d  th a t  w e  h a d  
o n ly  c o m e  to  in s p e c t  th e s e  m in e s ,  a n d  th a t  th e  la te n e s s  o f  o u r  v i s i t  w a s  o c c a s io n e d  b y  th e  
d i f f ic u l t i e s  w h ic h  a t te n d e d  o u r  jo u r n e y ,  th e  g o o d , h o s p i t a b le  p e o p le  w e r e  a t  o n c e  a p p r is e d  
o f  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  p r o v id in g  u s  w i th  s o m e  a c c o m m o d a t io n  f o r  p a s s in g  th e  n ig h t .  T h e  
w o m e n , a f te r  b u s y in g  th e m s e lv e s  to  p r o v id e  u s  w i th  s o m e  b o i l in g  w a te r  f o r  o u r  t e a — f o r  w e  
h a d  c a r r ie d  p r o v is io n s  w i th  u s — a g re e d  to  r e t i r e  to  a  n e ig h b o u r ’ s h u t  w i th  th e i r  b o y s ,  w h i l s t  
th e  f a th e r ,  w h o  w a s  o n  d u ty  in  th e  m in e s ,  l e f t  u s  s o o n  a f te r  w e  a r r iv e d . T h e  s h a n ty  w a s  to  
b e  a t  o u r  d is p o s a l ,  th e n ,  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t.

IMPISH PRANKS

M r. H a r t  w a s  to  b e  “ s to w e d  a w a y ” in  a  c a v e  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  h o u s e , h e w n  o u t  o f  th e  
ro c k , a n d  f i l le d  w i th  s w e e t, f r e s h  h a y , f o r  th e  u s e  o f  th e  h o r s e s  e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  m in e r s ,  
w h i l s t  a  r u d e  b u t  c le a n  b e d  w a s  a s s ig n e d  to  M rs . H a r t  a n d  m y s e lf .  W h e n  a ll  w a s  d o n e  th e  
w o m e n  p i le d  u p  th e  lo g s  o n  th e  h e a r th ,  w h e r e  a  c h e e r fu l  f i r e  w a s  b u r n in g ,  a n d  p r e p a r e d  to  
q u i t  u s . J u s t  a s  th e y  w e r e  b id d in g  u s  g o o d  n ig h t ,  th e  lo g s ,  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  a r r a n g e d  w i th  
s o m e  c a re , s u d d e n ly  tu m b le d  d o w n  a n d  r o l le d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  o n  th e  f lo o r .  D e e m in g  th is  a 
m e re  a c c id e n t  I  to o k  n o  n o t ic e  o f  i t  u n t i l  I  o b s e rv e d ,  w h i l s t  M a r ia  th e  m in e r ’ s w if e ,  w a s  in  
th e  a c t  o f  r e p la c in g  th e m , s e v e ra l  sm a ll, g l im m e r in g  l ig h ts  f l ic k e r in g  o v e r  th e  w a ll  a g a in s t  
w h ic h  th e  lo g s  w e re  p ile d . T h is  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  th e  p h o s p h o re s c e n t  l ig h t  o c c a s io n e d  b y  th e  
d e c a y  o f  th e  w o o d , I  th o u g h t;  b u t  lo! th e  lo g s  w e re  n o  s o o n e r  p i le d  u p  a g a in  th a n  d o w n  th e y  
to p p le d , a n d  th a t  a p p a re n tly  w i th o u t  a n y  c a u se . I  th e n  o b s e rv e d  s ig n if ic a n t  lo o k s  p a s s in g  
b e tw e e n  th e  m o th e r  a n d  d a u g h te r , a n d  an  e v id e n t  d is p o s i t io n  to  l in g e r  a n d  m a k e  so m e  
e x p la n a tio n  a s  y e t  u n s p o k e n . A t th is  m o m e n t  a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  lo u d  k n o c k in g s  w a s  h e a rd  o n  th e  
w a ll  a t  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  ro o m , w h ic h  I  sh o u ld  say , b y - th e -b y , w a s  o f  s to n e , a n d  l i t t le  m o re  th a n  a 
c a v e , h a v in g  b e e n  p a r t ly  fo rm e d  o u t  o f  th e  so lid  ro ck .

“ Is  n o t  th a t  so m e  o n e  k n o c k in g ? ” I  in q u ire d ;  “ p e rh a p s  i t  is  M r. H a r t. W e  h a d  b e t te r  se e  w h a t  
is  th e  m a t te r .”

“N o , la d ie s ,” sa id  o u r  h o s te s s , w ith  so m e  h e s ita tio n , “ i t  i s n ’t  a n y b o d y — th a t  is , n o  o n e  in  
p a r t ic u la r ;  i t ’s th e  w a y  o f  th is  p la c e .”

“B u t  w h a t, th e n , is  th e  w a y  o f  th e  p la c e ? ” a s k e d  M rs . H a r t ,  m e rr ily , a n d  w ith  a n  e v id e n t  
w is h  to  e n c o u ra g e  th e  p o o r  w o m a n . B u t  b e fo re  th e y  c o u ld  a n sw e r, d o w n  c a m e  th e  b ru s h e s  o n
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th e  w a ll ,  th e  f ry in g -p a n , a n d  s u n d ry  o th e r  th in g s  th a t  b a d  b e e n  h u n g  u p  o n  s h e lv e s  a n d  h o o k s . 
T h e  ru d e  d o o r  s h o o k  v io le n tly , a n d  k n o c k in g s  n o w  re s o u n d e d  f ro m  e v e ry  s id e  o f  u s  in  q u ic k  
a n d  i r r e g u la r  sh o w e rs .

“ T h e  w in d  is  r is in g ,” sa id  m y  f r ie n d ; “ I  f e a r  w e  sh a ll h a v e  a  s to rm y  n ig h t .”

“D o n ’t  b e  sk e a ry , la d ie s ,” s a id  o u r  g o o d  h o s te s s , e n c o u ra g in g ly , “b u t  I  s ’p o o s e  a s  h o w  I ’d 
j u s t  b e t t  say  th e m ’s n o t  th e  w in d , b u t  j u s t  th e  l i t t le  h a m m e re rs ;  y o u  knows who, m a rm ,” sh e  
a d d e d , n o d d in g  m y s te r io u s ly  to  M rs . H a r t.

“ O h , y es! I  k n o w  a ll a b o u t  th e m , B e t ty ,” sa id  m y  f r ie n d , a d d re s s in g  th e  m o th e r ;  “ th e y  
w o n ’t  h u r t  u s , b u t  th e y  se e m  ra th e r  ro u g h  to -n ig h t. D o n ’t  th e y  l ik e  o u r  b e in g  h e re ? ”

“L o rd  lo v e  y e , m a rm ,” r e p l ie d  th e  o ld  w o m a n ; “ i t ’s a ll a lo n g  o f  th e y ’s jo y  to  se e  y e  th a t  
t h e y ’re  m a k in g  th is  to -d o . I  th in k  th e y  b e  m o rta l  g la d  to  se e  th e  y o u n g  lad y . O n ly  lo o k ’ee 
th e re , m a rm !”

W HAT THE LITTLE  GOBLINS DID

I  d id  lo o k , a n d  th e re , to  m y  a s to n is h m e n t, a n d  I  m u s t  c o n fe s s  w i th  a  th r i l l  o f  d e e p e r  a w e  
th a n  I  c o u ld  a c c o u n t  fo r  o r  c o n tro l , I  s a w  a  ro w  o f  fo u r  l ig h ts  a s  la rg e  as th e  v e r i ta b le  o s tr ic h ’s 
e g g  w h ic h  a d o rn e d  th e  m a n tle  s h e lf  o f  th e  h u m b le  sh a n ty . T h e s e  l ig h ts  w e re  d ire c tly  b e h in d  
m e , a n d  I  d id  n o t  se e  th e m  ti l l ,  a t t r a c te d  b y  th e  w o m a n ’s e x p la n a tio n , I  tu rn e d  ro u n d  a n d  fa c e d  
th e m . T h e y  w e re  b r ig h t , g lo b u la r  in  fo rm , v a p o u ry  in  s u b s ta n c e , a n d  n e b u lo u s , th ic k e n in g  
to w a rd s  th e  c e n tre , a n d  d e e p e n in g  in  c o lo u r  a lm o s t  to  a  d u ll  red . T h e  fa in t  o u tlin e  o f  a 
m in ia tu re  h u m a n  fo rm  a p p e a re d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  e a c h  lig h t. T h e y  w e re  o f  d if f e re n t  s ize s ; 
n o n e  o f  th e m , h o w e v e r , w e re  h ig h e r  th a n  fo u r  fe e t. T h e y  ju m p e d  u p  a n d  d o w n , a n d  th re w  o u t 
s o m e th in g  w h ic h  re s e m b le d  h a n d s  to w a rd  m e , a n d  as th e y  m o v e d  th e  l ig h ts  d a n c e d  a n d  
s h im m e re d . T h e s e  w o n d e r fu l  things a t  le n g th  r e tr e a te d  in to  th e  s o lid  w a ll  b e h in d  th e m , a n d  th e  
p la c e  w h e re  th e y  h a d  b e e n  w a s  i l lu m in a te d  o n ly  b y  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  w o o d  f ire . F o r  tw o  h o u rs  
th e  w o m e n  (w h o  s ta y e d  w ith  u s  a t  o u r  e a rn e s t  re q u e s t .) ,  M rs . H a r t  a n d  m y se lf ,  w a tc h e d  f o r  th e  
r e a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e s e  s p e c tra l  l ig h ts  in  v a in . In  th e  in te r im  th e  k n o c k in g s  c o n tin u e d , a n d  a. fe w  
s tra y  g le a m s  l ik e  s ta rs  s h o n e  o u t  f ro m  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  a p a r tm e n t, b u t  im m e d ia te ly  
v a n is h e d . A  k i t te n  w h ic h  w a s  a t te m p tin g  to  s le e p  in  th e  w a rm th  o f  th e  c h e e r fu l  f ire , w o u ld  
ra is e  i ts  h e a d  a t  th e  s o u n d s  o f  th e  k n o c k in g s , a n d  o c c a s io n a lly  m a k e  a  d a r t  a t  th e  s h im m e r in g  
lig h ts , w h ic h , a s  i f  p e rc e iv in g  th e  a n im a l, w o u ld  r e tr e a t  q u ic k ly  b a c k  in to  th e  w a ll. I  r e p e a te d ly  
p a s s e d  m y  h a n d  o v e r  th e s e  w a l ls  to  a s c e r ta in  i f  th e y  w e re  d a m p , o r  w h e th e r  a n y  c h in k s  w e re  
th e re  f ro m  w h ic h  p h o s p h o re s c e n t  e m a n a tio n s  c o u ld  p ro c e e d . T h e  w a l ls  w e re  d ry , so lid , a n d  
sm o o th , a n d  w h i ls t  I  w a s  p u rs u in g  m y  e x a m in a t io n  th e  k n o c k in g s  w o u ld  th r i l l  th e  so lid  s to n e  
b e n e a th  m y  v e ry  h a n d . A t th e  e x p ira t io n  o f  tw o  h o u rs  an  e x c la m a tio n  o f  th e  e ld e r  w o m a n  
c a lle d  m y  a t te n tio n  to  th e  h e a r th , w h e re  tw o  la rg e  g lo b u la r  l ig h ts  w e re  h o v e r in g  m id w a y  
b e tw e e n  th e  f lo o r  a n d  th e  ta b le , a n d  ju s t  a b o v e  th e  l i t t le  k i tte n , w h o , w ith  b a c k  a n d  ta il  e re c t  
a n d  e y e s  g le a m in g  f ie ry  red , m a n ife s te d  th e  m o s t  p i t ia b le  s ig n s  o f  t e r r o r  a n d  a m a z e m e n t.

O n c e  a g a in , a n d  th is  t im e  f a r  m o re  d is t in c tly , I  s a w  th e  l i t t le  m e n  I  h a d  b e fo re  b u t  
im p e r fe c tly  b e h e ld . T h e y  w e re  g ro te s q u e  in  sh a p e , w ith  ro u n d , s h in in g  h e a d s , d e s t i tu te  o f  h a ir ,
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perfectly black, and more human about the head than the body. I saw their faces, and 
recognised a sort of good-humoured expression in them, and saw them throw somersaults 
several times as if  for my amusement. A  strange duck with each little head ended the perform­
ance, and then they sank into the ground made of planks laid down upon the rock of which the 
house was built.

“There,” cried the younger woman, “they won’t mislest ye again, ladies. When they goes 
down, they never comes again the night. It’s the end of their game to sink down like that.”

The woman was right. Though at our entreaty both mother and daughter remained with us 
all night, sleeping soundly, curled up on shawls and garments, and though we, lying awake, 
and—must I confess it?— shivering and trembling from head to foot, kept our eyes open, 
straining them in every direction, and with bated breath and ears sharpened by fearful 
anticipation, listened until we could hear the deep silence of that long, long night—we neither 
heard nor saw any more of the “little hammerers.”

The morning came at length. Oh! what an age it was coming! Mr. Hart joined us as we 
were waiting for the morning meal. He had heard knockings, be said, but concluded it might be 
the re-echo of the labourers’ hammers from the mines so close to us. The miners were not at 
work, and no hammering came from them, our host told us, with a significant smile at the rest 
of his family. The adventures of the night were now recounted and talked over. They were not 
strange, nor even alarming to the miners. The two lads declared they had “fine fun with the 
hammerers’ lanterns,” though they acknowledged they had never seen the little men, but plenty 
of others had, they said, and “they wouldn’t part company with them for nothing.” for they 
were famous guides to the spots where the richest lodes of metal lay. The women, too, spoke of 
their appearance with indifference. “They came often,” they said; “and though they cut up now 
and then, throwing things around like, they were only in fun, and never did any harm, except to 
the animals they had.” They thought somehow they did not like dogs or cats, for they couldn’t 
keep any; they either ran away or died suddenly. They didn’t expect, they added, to keep this 
kitten long.” I agreed in this opinion, for, judging of the terror the poor little thing displayed on 
the previous night, I was not surprised to find it moping in the morning, and averse to touch the 
food the boys prepared for it. I found, although these lights and knockings were common 
enough in the mines at times, they only seemed to come at special periods, and did not 
frequent or haunt any other house than the one we visited, and that of old Clamps, many miles 
distant. There seemed to be many evidences that these apparitions, be they what they might, 
either attached themselves to or made themselves manifest only in the presence of mediumistic 
persons. The family we visited were far too ignorant to understand anything of mediumship, 
although they were not unacquainted with the idea and theory of “ghost-seeing.” They were 
not afraid of their well-beloved “little hammerers,” but they were all “terribly scared” by the 
occasional manifestations of a spiritual character, which they narrated to me with a simplicity 
which impressed me with a conviction of their veracity. I

I have never seen this family and never visited that region since. My experiences, however, 
in this connection, do not begin nor end here.
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THE DANGERS OF AN SPR STUDY 
DAY, AND OF A CPS LIBRARY BOOK

T h e  s u rp r is in g  d a n g e rs  o f  p sy c h ic a l re s e a rc h  a re  d ra m a tic a lly  i l lu s tra te d  b y  a  n e w  b o o k  a b o u t 
C o n a n  D o y le . T h e  au th o r, R o g e r  S tra u g h a n  w ill  b e  re c a lle d  b y  P s y p io n e e r  re a d e rs  fo r  h is  re v ie w  
in  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4  8 o f  “ O u t o f  th e  S h a d o w s” G e o rg in a  D o y le ’s b io g ra p h y  o f  C o n a n  D o y le ’s 
fo rg o tte n  fa m ily  f ro m  h is  f ir s t  m arr ia g e .

W h ile  r e c e iv in g  o v e r  so m e  y e a rs  a  se rie s  o f  b o o k  te s ts  c o n n e c te d  w ith  C o n a n  D o y le , D r  
S tra u g h a n  n a rro w ly  e s c a p e d  d e a th  in  a  t ra in  c ra sh  as h e  sa t re a d in g , in  a  c a rr ia g e , “ T h y  K in g d o m  
C o m e ” , a  b o o k  f ro m  th e  C P S  lib ra ry , o f  c r itic a l im p o r ta n c e  in  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  W h ite  E a g le  
L o d g e .

M o re o v e r , h e  w a s  re tu rn in g  f ro m  a  S a tu rd a y  s tu d y  d ay  o rg a n ise d  b y  th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  P s y c h ic a l 
R e se a rc h .

I t  w a s  a f te r  th e  c ra sh  th a t  h e  d e c id e d  to  p u t  h is  b o o k  te s t  e x p e rie n c e s  in to  c o n s e c u tiv e  fo rm . T h e  
re s u lt  is  a  h ig h ly  o r ig in a l a n d  e n te r ta in in g  m y s te ry  b o o k  th a t  c a n  b e  re a d  w ith  p ro f i t  b y  all 
in te re s te d  in  th e  p a ra n o rm a l. 9

B u t  w a s  D r  S tra u g h a n ’s ra i lw a y  e x p e r ie n c e  in  an y  w a y  in f lu e n c e d  b y  h is  p s y c h ic  in v o lv e m e n ts , 
o r  is  i t  to  b e  e x p la in e d , l ik e  th e  re m a rk a b le  e v id e n c e  in  th e  b o o k , as a  c o n c e n tra t io n  o f  
c o in c id e n c e s  o f  a  k in d  th a t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  b e fo re  a ro u n d  p sy c h ic a l a n d  u fo lo g ic a l in v e s tig a to rs?

L P .

8 New light on Arthur Conan Doyle -  Psypioneer Volume 1, No. 8 pages 66-67: - 
http://woodlandway.org/PDF/Leslie_Price_PP8.pdf

9 Study in Survival, A Conan Doyle Solves the Final Problem by Roger Straughan: - 
http://www.o-books.com/obookssite/book/detail/496
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Book Review

A STUDY IN SURVIVAL 
Conan Doyle Solves the Final Problem

By Roger Straughan 
O Books, 2009

A Study in Survival m im ics the title o f  the very first Sherlock H olm es story, A Study in Scarlet; 
and the sub-title, Conan Doyle Solves the Final Problem reflects not only the title o f  the 26th, and 
intended last, H olm es story, The Final Problem, w herein Conan D oyle ‘bum ped H olm es o f f  
Reichenbach Falls, bu t also the ability o f  H olm es’s creator, Sir A rthur Conan Doyle, to  prove his 
personal survival o f  the death o f  his physical body -  w hich occurred on 7th July, 1930.

Conan Doyle, in the last 15 years o f  his physical life, becam e a propagandist for spiritualism ’s 
vital m essage -  the m essage behind any genuine m essage given via a psychic m edium: that every 
hum an personality survives the death o f  the physical body. And, furtherm ore, that the conscious 
m ind continues to  function in a different dim ension o f  a m uch finer vibratory state o f  being.

D r R oger Straughan, som etim e in the m id 1990’s, becam e an unsuspecting target for A C D ’s 
attention (as R oger and I both affectionately refer to  the ongoing personality o f  Sir Arthur). And 
Roger, w ith a ph ilosopher’s enquiring m ind, soon realised that “ readings” brought evidence that 
not only had ACD survived but that ACD w as aware o f  all R oger’s thoughts, activities and 
everyday problem s -  A N D w as available to  help him!

A  “reading” for R oger w as not the norm al reading obtained by consulting a psychic m edium  but 
w as obtained by random ly selecting and opening one o f  Conan D oy le’s books. This he 
discovered through the death o f  his dog, Sgott: that w hatever m atter w as on his m ind he could 
pick up a book w ritten by Conan D oyle, open it at random , and w hatever his eyes first lighted 
upon w as an answ er to  his thoughts! Far m ore often than not, the passage m ade sense! Just as if  
he had discussed the m atter or question w ith Sir A rthur in person.

So m any o f  R oger S traughan’s experiences in delving into the A CD  m ystery parallel m y own 
pathw ay w ith the spirit entity o f  Sir A rthur Conan D oyle that it gave m e an uncanny sense o f 
A C D ’s hidden am usem ent and satisfaction w hen I w as introduced to  R oger and read his draft 
m anuscript. That early m anuscript o f  A Study in Survival, now  dedicated For Sir Arthur - and all 
the Dogs, w as ‘unleashed’ on m e nearly a year ago now, and I have keenly aw aited i t’s 
finalisation and publication.

N ow , w ith a review  copy o f  the book in m y hands, I relive the thrill o f  discovering that am azing 
confirm ation o f  the capacity o f  those w ho have passed through the veil before us to  interact in 
our lives: to  lead us, to  tease us, to  prove their continuing existence, and to  serve us in the 
fulfilm ent o f  our physical lives.
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A lth o u g h  S tra u g h a n  d o e s  n o t  g iv e  a  c a le n d a r  o f  th e  p ro g re s s io n  o f  h is  e x p e rie n c e s , w ith  a  lit tle  
b i t  o f  H o lm e s ia n  s le u th in g , i t  is  re la tiv e ly  e a sy  to  a p p ra is e  th e  a p p ro x im a te  tim e fra m e .

•  H e  h a d  b u ilt  a  m o d e s t  c o lle c tio n  o f  C o n a n  D o y le ’s b o o k s  lo n g  b e fo re  I  w a s  f irs t  
in tro d u c e d  to  A C D  in  1992 , b u t  I  b e lie v e  I  le a p f ro g g e d  h im  in  ra p id ly  b u ild in g  m y  
c o lle c tio n  o f  th e  sa m e  ra n g e  o f  v ir tu a lly  a ll o f  C o n a n  D o y le ’s b o o k s : th e  ...noble, silent 
comrades, waiting in their ranks... (Through the Magic Door, p 1 )  -  a ll th e  b o o k s  R o g e r  
q u o te s  f ro m  I  h a v e  a t m y  o w n  f in g e r  tip s ;

•  I  h a d  c o n ta c te d  A C D ’s d a u g h te r  in  th e  1 9 9 0 ’s b e fo re  h e r  p a s s in g  in  1997 , b y  m a il an d  
th e n  b y  te le p h o n e  -  b u t  n e v e r  g o t  to  m e e t  h er: ju s t  as R o g e r  h a d  c o rre s p o n d e d  w ith  h e r  -  
b u t  n o t  h a d  th e  s a tis fa c tio n  o f  m e e tin g  h e r  f a c e  to  face ;

•  R o g e r  h a d  b e e n  in tro d u c e d  to  A C D  v ia  h is  c o n c e rn  o v e r  h is  d o g ’s p a ss in g , a n d  th a t  h a d  
b e e n  a  c a ta ly s t  in  se e k in g  to  f in d  o u t m o re  a b o u t S ir  A r th u r ’s in te re s t  in  d o g s  (a  
p ro m in e n t p o in t  in  h is  l ife  a n d  in  h is  b o o k s  -  b u t  n e v e r  a  c a t!)  -  a n d  I  h a d  h a d  a  13 y e a r  
e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  a  w o n d e rfu l A ire d a le  w h ic h , w ith  h in d s ig h t, I  a ttr ib u te d  as b e in g  A C D ’s 
‘g if t  f ro m  S p ir i t’ (S ir  A r th u r  h a d  h a d  an  A ire d a le ) ;

•  A n d  w e  b o th  -  h a rd  h e a d e d , a n a ly tic a l a n d  fu n d a m e n ta lly  a g n o s tic  p e o p le  -  h a d  c o m e  to  
b e lie v e  in  l ife  a f te r  d e a th  th ro u g h  o u r  in c re d ib le  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  A C D .

R o g e r ’s m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  A C D  h a s  b e e n  d if fe re n t  to  m in e . M in e  h a s  b e e n  m o re  th e  
c o n v e n tio n a l ty p e  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith  ‘th e  d e a d ’ -  v ia  m ed iu m s . N e v e r th e le s s , I  d o  fee l th a t  
A C D  fre q u e n tly  p u ts  th o u g h ts  in to  m y  h e a d  o r  th in g s  in  m y  p a th  to  in f lu e n c e  (b e n d )  m y  so 
c a lle d  ‘f r e e w ill ’ . H e  d o e s n ’t  a lw a y s  g e t  h is  w a y  th o u g h  -  I ’v e  n o t  y e t  y ie ld e d  to  h is  p e rs is te n t  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t to  “w r ite  y o u r  o w n  b o o k ” . A n d , in  c o m m o n  w ith  R o g e r , h e  h a s  se t c o n u n d ru m s  
fo r  m e  to  so lv e  re la tiv e  to  f in d in g  s e c o n d h a n d  c o p ie s  o f  h is  b o o k s  fo r  sa le . Y e s , a n d  as R o g e r  
a n d  I  fo u n d  in  re a d in g  h is  b io g ra p h ic a l  m a te ria l, h e  c e rta in ly  d id  l ik e  p la y in g  m in d  g a m e s  an d  
p ra c tic a l jo k e s  w ith  h is  fa m ily  a n d  f r ie n d s  in  p h y s ic a l life .

A Study in Survival p u ts  fo rw a rd  a  v e ry  c o h e re n t a c c o u n t o f  R o g e r  S tra u g h a n ’s e x p e rie n c e s  an d  
c o n ta in s  se v e ra l c h a p te rs  o f  se le c te d  e x a m p le s  o f  e v id e n tia l  “ re a d in g s ” . B u t  fo r  m e, a  rea l g e m  
c a m e  as th e  la s t  c h a p te r  The Wider Picture: Survival and Beyond. A s  a  re t ire d  u n iv e rs ity  te a c h e r  
o f  p h ilo so p h y , R o g e r  sk e tc h e s  h is  su p e rb  v ie w s  o n  C o n a n  D o y le ’s “v ita l  m e s s a g e ” . F ro m  h is  
o r ig in a l p o s it io n  o f  sk e p tic ism , h e  c le a rly  s ta te s  th a t  th e  e v id e n c e s  p re s e n te d  to  h im  c o n v in c e d  
h im  th a t  d e a th  is  n o t  th e  end . H a v in g  e s ta b lis h e d  th is , h e  th e n  c o n s id e rs  th e  q u e s tio n  “So what?” 
Is  su rv iv a l g o o d  n e w s?  A n d  i f  i t  d o e s n ’t  lo o k  so  ro se y , h o w  m ig h t i t  c h a n g e  o n e ’s o u tlo o k  -  so 
th a t  o n e  m ay  n u r tu re  o n e ’s o w n  s o u l-b e in g  in  p re p a re d n e s s  fo r  th e  t ra n s it io n  f ro m  a  m a te ria l  
w o r ld  in to  th e  w o r ld  o f  sp irit. H e  in tro d u c e s  th o u g h t  p ro v o k in g  m a tte rs  su c h  as th e  n a tu re  o f  
re a lity  a n d  th e  U lt im a te  R e a lity  -  a n d  le a v e s  th e  re a d e r  to  p o n d e r  th e ir  o w n  re lig io u s  an d  
p h ilo s o p h ic a l  v iew s .

T h a n k  y o u , R o g e r  S tra u g h a n .

G a r th  W ille y ,
E d ito r , WOODLAND WAY, A Path to Spiritual Enlightenment 
M e lb o u rn e
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[Note by Psypioneer: - W o u ld  re a d e rs  a g re e  th a t  th e  c a se  b e lo w  is  th e  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t su rv iv a l 
c a se  to  c o m e  f ro m  A u s tra lia ?  T h o u g h  m u c h  d isc u s s e d  b y  o ld e r  w r ite rs , 10 it  is  su re ly  o v e rd u e  fo r  
a  n e w  a n a ly s is , u s in g  th e  re so u rc e s  o f  th e  N e t: -]

T a k e n  f ro m  L1GHT, S e p te m b e r  16, 1943

THE GREAT SHARK CASE
An analysis of the original documents 

By LOUIS F FERGUSSON, C.V. O.

IN  D e c e m b e r , 1884 , c e r ta in  o c c u rre n c e s  in  P o r t  P h ill ip  B a y  w e re  re v e a le d  b y  d isc a rn a te  
c o m m u n ic a to rs ;  n o  l iv in g  p e rs o n  c o u ld  h a v e  w itn e s s e d  th e m ; a n d  w ith in  a  f e w  d a y s  b y  w h a t 
se e m e d  p u re  c h a n c e  c a m e  o v e rw h e lm in g  p r o o f  th a t  th e y  h a d  o c c u rre d  e x a c tly  as s ta ted .

T h e  c a se  h a s  o f te n  b e e n  c ite d  in  th e  l ite ra tu re  o f  S p ir itu a lism , b u t  fo r  so m e  s tra n g e  re a s o n  th e  
re fe re n c e s  h a v e  u s u a lly  b e e n  in c o m p le te , c o n fu s e d  a n d  in a c c u ra te .

P ro fe s s o r  H a n s  D rie s c h , fo r  in s ta n c e , in  a  d e p re c a to ry  re fe re n c e  (Psychical Research, p p . 
7 8 -7 9 )  w e n t  h o p e le s s ly  a s tra y . H e  sp o k e  o f  th e  v is io n  o f  an  a c c id e n t  in  S y d n e y  H a rb o u r  a n d  o f  a 
y o u n g  m a n  fa l l in g  in to  th e  w a te r  f ro m  a  b o a t  a n d  b e in g  m u ti la te d  b y  a  sh a rk , a n d  o f  a  M e d iu m , 
m a k in g  a  s ta te m e n t to  th is  e f fe c t  w h ile  sh e  h e ld  in  h e r  h a n d  a n  o b je c t  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  th e  
p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  d e a d  m an . In  p o in t  o f  fa c t  th e  a c c id e n t  h a p p e n e d  in  M e lb o u rn e  B a y ; two y o u n g  
m e n  w e re  m u tila te d ; n o  fe m a le  M e d iu m  w a s  c o n c e rn e d ; a n d  n o  M e d iu m  m e n tio n e d  e ith e r  
m u ti la t io n  o r  a  s h a rk  w h ile  h o ld in g  an y  o b je c t  b e lo n g in g  to  e ith e r  o f  th e  y o u n g  m en . In  th e  fa c e  
o f  th e s e  m is re p re s e n ta tio n s  i t  is  d if f ic u lt  to  a tta c h  an y  v a lu e  to  th e  P ro fe s s o r ’s c o m m e n t th a t  th e  
c a se  is  “ n o t  o f  g o o d  e v id e n tia l  s ta n d in g .”

PU B LISH ED  R EFER EN C ES

R e fe re n c e s  m a y  a lso  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  R e v . C h a r le s  T w e e d a le ’s Man's Survival After Death, 
M r. E rn e s t  H u n t ’ s Do We Survive Death?, J a m e s  R o b e r ts o n ’s Spiritualism: The Open Door 
to the Unseen Universe, a n d  in  tw o  o f  th e  b o o k s  o f  P ro fe s s o r  B o z z a n o  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  
t r a n s la te d  in to  E n g lish ; Animism and Spiritism a n d  Discarnate Influence in Human Life. T h e  
a s to n is h in g  th in g  is  th a t  o f  th e s e  a u th o rs  R o b e r ts o n  w a s  th e  o n ly  o n e  to  m e n tio n  th a t  th e  c a se  is, 
so  to  sp eak , d o u b le -b a rre lle d ; th e re  w e re  tw o  b ro th e rs  w h o  e a c h  su ffe re d  th e  lo s s  o f  a n  a rm , an d  
th a t  m e s s a g e s  a b o u t th e  a c c id e n t  c a m e  n o t  f ro m  o n e  M e d iu m  o n ly  b u t  f ro m  tw o . A n d  ev e n  
R o b e r ts o n  d id  n o t  a d d u c e  w h a t  is  su re ly  th e  h ig h  l ig h t  o f  th e  ca se ; th e  e ld e r  b ro th e r ’s 
c o m m u n ic a tio n  to  a  m e d iu m  in  M e lb o u rn e  a b o u t h is  b ro th e r 's  m u ti la t io n  as w e ll as h is  
c o m m u n ic a tio n  to  a  M e d iu m  in  A d e la id e  (s ix  h u n d r e d  m ile s  a w a y )  a b o u t h is  o w n  m u tila tio n .

10 S ee  a lso : - Experiences of Mr George Spriggs -  Spirits bring Tidings o f tragedy (p a g e  2 0 9 )  P s y p io n e e r  V o lu m e  3, 
N o . 9 p a g e s  2 0 7 -2 1 3 : - h ttp : / /w o o d la n d w a y .o rg /P D F /P P 3 .9 S e p te m b e r0 7 ..p d f
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A t th is  ju n c tu re ,  in  o rd e r  to  m a k e  w h a t  fo llo w s  as c le a r  as p o s s ib le , an  a tte m p t m u s t  b e  m a d e  
to  su m m a riz e  th e  in c id e n ts , so  as to  sh o w  th e ir  im p o r ta n c e  f ro m  th e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  o f  th e ir  
su b s e q u e n t v e r if ic a tio n .

T h re e  y o u n g  m e n  se t o u t o n  a  c ru is e  o f f  M e lb o u rn e  o n  th e  n ig h t o f  13 th  D e c e m b e r , 1884 , o r  
e a rly  m o rn in g  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  day . A s  th e y  h a d  n o t  re tu rn e d  b y  th e  16 th  th e  f a th e r  o f  tw o  o f  
th e m  h e ld  se v e ra l s it t in g s  w ith  a  M e d iu m  in  M e lb o u rn e  in  th e  h o p e  o f  e n lig h te n m e n t. T h e  
m e d iu m  sa id  th a t  th e  o c c u p a n ts  o f  th e  y a c h t  h a d  b e e n  d ro w n e d  a n d  th e  a rm  o f  th e  y o u n g e r  son  
b itte n  o f f  b y  a  sh a rk . T h e  a rm le s s  b o d y  o f  th is  so n  w a s  fo u n d  a f lo a t  a b o u t te n  m ile s  f ro m  
M e lb o u rn e  o n  th e  2 1 s t  D e c e m b e r . A  f e w  d a y s  la te r  th e  f a th e r  re c e iv e d  a  le t te r  f ro m  a  f r ie n d  in  
A d e la id e  sa y in g  th a t  th e  e ld e r  so n  h a d  c o m m u n ic a te d  w ith  h im  c la ira u d ie n tly  a n d  h a d  a n n o u n c e d  
th e  se iz u re  o f  h is  o w n  a rm  a n d  h is  w a is tc o a t  b y  a  la rg e  f ish  u n lik e  a n y  s h a rk  w h ic h  h e  h a d  e v e r  
seen . O n  th e  2 7 th  D e c e m b e r  a  h u g e  sh a rk  o f  an  u n u s u a l  k in d  w a s  c a u g h t a t F ra n k s to n , 2 7  m ile s  
f ro m  M e lb o u rn e . In s id e  i ts  b e lly  w e re  fo u n d  th e  a rm  a n d  w a is tc o a t  o f  th e  e ld e r  son . I  sh o u ld  ad d  
th a t  th e  th ird  y o u n g  m an , M u rra y , w h o  w a s  a lso  d ro w n e d , h a s  n o  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  e v id e n tia l 
s id e  o f  th e  c a se , a lth o u g h  h is  p re s e n c e  w a s  c la irv o y a n tly  o b s e rv e d  b y  th e  M e d iu m  in  M e lb o u rn e .

T h e  s ta te m e n ts  th u s  s u m m a riz e d  a re  ta k e n  f ro m  tw o  le t te rs  o f, re sp e c tiv e ly , th e  2 0 th  
D e c e m b e r , 1884 ; a n d  th e  2 1 s t  M a rc h , 1885 , p u b lis h e d  in  th e  A u s tra l ia n  s p ir i tu a lis tic  p e rio d ic a l, 
The Harbinger o f  Light, a n d  w r itte n , b y  M r. H u g h  J u n o r  B ro w n e , th e  f a th e r  o f  th e  tw o  y o u n g  
m en . M r. B ro w n e  a lso  is s u e d  th e  le t te rs  in  p a m p h le t  fo rm , a n d  in  1892  re p r in te d  th e m  in  A 
Rational Faith, p u b lis h e d  b y  G e o rg e  R o b e r ts o n  a n d  C o m p a n y , o f  M e lb o u rn e , S y d n e y  an d  
A d e la id e . In c id e n ta lly , i t  is  m e n tio n e d  in  th is  b o o k  th a t  a  to m b s to n e  in. th e  M e lb o u rn e  G e n e ra l 
C e m e te ry  c o m m e m o ra te s , a m o n g  o th e rs , H u g h  M a c k e n z ie  B ro w n e , a g e d  2 0  y e a rs , a n d  W illia m  
M a c d o n a ld  B ro w n e , a g e d  18 y e a rs , “w h o  w e re  d ro w n e d  in  P o r t  P h ill ip  B a y  th ro u g h  th e  
fo u n d e r in g  o f  th e  y a c h t  Iolanthe o n  th e  15 th  D e c e m b e r , 1 8 8 4 .”

AN ALYS IS  NEEDED

I t  m u s t  b e  a d m itte d  th a t  M r .  B ro w n e  w a s  n o t  a  v e r y  lu c id  w rite r , a n d  th e  s ta te m e n ts  in  th e  
tw o  n e w sp a p e r;  le t te rs  a n d  in  a  su b s e q u e n t re s u m e  (a lso  g iv e n  in  A  Rational Faith) r e q u ire  a 
so m e w h a t c lo se  a n a ly s is  in  o rd e r  to  re c o n c ile  th e m  a n d  to  o b ta in  a  c le a r  p ic tu re  o f  th e  s e q u e n c e  
o f  e v e n ts  a n d  th e  e v id e n tia l  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  su p e rn o rm a l m a n ife s ta tio n s .

I t  s e e m s  p o s s ib le  b y  su c h  a n a ly s is  to  e s ta b lish  th e  fo llo w in g  c o n c lu s io n s ;-

(1 )  T w o  M e d iu m s  g a v e  m e s s a g e s  a b o u t th e  d isa s te r . T h e  f ir s t  w a s  G e o rg e  S p rig g s , in  
M e lb o u rn e . H e  e m p lo y e d  tw o  m e th o d s , (a )  t ra n c e  c la irv o y a n c e , im p ro v e d  a t a n  e a rly  s ta g e  b y  
th e  c re a tio n  o f  p sy c h ic  ra p p o r t  th ro u g h  p s y c h o m e tr iz a b le  a rtic le s  - n a m e ly , tw o  p o c k e t-b o o k s  
w h ic h  h a d  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  b ro th e rs , a n d  (b )  c o n tro l in  t ra n c e  b y  e a c h  o f  th e  tw o  d isc a rn a te  y o u n g  
m en . T h e  se c o n d  M e d iu m  w a s  a  f r ie n d  o f  M r. B ro w n e  in  A d e la id e . H e  w a s  c la ira u d ie n t  an d  
re c e iv e d  a  m e s s a g e  f ro m  th e  sp ir i t  o f  o n e  b ro th e r  o n ly  - H u g h  th e  e ld e r.

(2 )  N o  le s s  th a n  fo u r  p re c is e  a n d  im p o r ta n t  re fe re n c e s  to  th e  fa c ts  th a t  n o  l iv in g  p e rs o n  c o u ld  
h a v e  k n o w n  w e re  m a d e  th ro u g h  th e  tw o  M e d iu m s  a n d  w e re  su b se q u e n tly  v e r if ie d . F irs t, 
W illia m  B r o w n e ’s s ta te m e n t, w h ile  c o n tro llin g  S p rig g s  o n  18 th  D e c e m b e r , 1884 , th a t  th e  y a c h t
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fo u n d e re d  a t n in e  o 'c lo c k , w a s  v e r if ie d  b y  th e  d isc o v e ry  o f  H u g h  B ro w n e ’s w a tc h  in s id e  a  sh a rk  
o n  th e  2 7 th  D e c e m b e r  w ith  th e  h a n d s  s to p p e d  a t  th a t  h o u r. S e c o n d ly , H u g h  B ro w n e ’s s ta te m e n t, 
w h ile  c o n tro llin g  S p rig g s  a t o n e  o f  th e  s it t in g s  h e ld  b y  M r. a n d  M rs . B ro w n e  b e fo re  th e  2 0 th  
D e c e m b e r , th a t  W illia m  B r o w n e ’s b o d y  h a d  b e e n  m u tila ted . B y  a  sh a rk , w a s  v e r if ie d  b y  th e  
d is c o v e ry  o f  W il l ia m ’s a rm le s s  b o d y  o n  th e  2 1 s t  D e c e m b e r . T h ird ly , H u g h  B ro w n e ’s s ta te m e n t 
to  th e  c la ira u d ie n t  in  A d e la id e  o n  th e  2 6 th  D e c e m b e r , th a t  a  la rg e  f ish  h a d  ta k e n  p a r t  o f  o n e  o f  
h is  a rm s  a n d  to rn  o f f  h is  w a is tc o a t, w a s  v e r if ie d  w h e n  th e  f ish  w a s  c a u g h t a n d  o p e n e d  o n  th e  
2 7 th  D e c e m b e r . F o u r th ly , H u g h  B r o w n e ’s fu r th e r  s ta te m e n t, in  re p ly  to  a  q u e s tio n  a sk e d  b y  th e  
c la ira u d ie n t  o n  th e  2 6 th  D e c e m b e r , th a t  i f  th e  la rg e  f ish  w a s  a  sh a rk  h e  h a d  n e v e r  seen  o n e  l ik e  it  
b e fo re , w a s  a lso  c o rro b o ra te d  o n  th e  2 7 th  D e c e m b e r  w h e n  th e  f ish  in  q u e s tio n  p ro v e d  to  b e  a 
sh a rk  o f  th e  w h ite  d e e p -s e a  sp e c ie s  a n d  n o t  th e  b lu e  v a r ie ty  c o m m o n  to  th o se  w a te rs .

OMISSION EXPLAINED

I t  w ill  b e  n o tic e d  th a t  M r. B ro w n e 's  f ir s t  le t te r  to  The Harbinger of Light w a s  d a te d  th e  2 0 th  
D e c e m b e r  a n d  th a t  th e  v e r if ic a tio n s  o f  th e  su p e rn o rm a l m e s s a g e s  d id  n o t  o c c u r  u n til  th e  2 1 s t  an d  
2 7 th  D e c e m b e r . I t  w ill  n a tu ra lly  b e  a sk ed , w ith  e v e ry  e x p e c ta tio n  o f  an  a ff irm a tiv e  a n sw e r, 
w h e th e r  M r. B ro w n e  m e n tio n e d  th e  m u ti la t io n s  fo r  w h ic h  th e  sh a rk s  w e re  re sp o n s ib le . A s  a 
m a tte r  o f  fa c t  h e  d id  n o t  d o  so: a n d  a t f ir s t  s ig h t th is  o m is s io n  se em s in d e e d  to  im p a ir  w h a t  
P ro fe s s o r  D r ie s c h  c a lle d  th e  e v id e n tia l  s ta n d in g  o f  th e  case . B u t  d o e s  i t  re a lly  h a v e  th a t  e ffe c t?  I t  
is  k n o w n  th a t  M r. B ro w n e  w a s  a  c o n v in c e d  a n d  a rd e n t  S p ir itu a lis t  w h o s e  o w n  d a u g h te rs  
p o s s e s s e d  - o n e  o f  th e m  in  n o ta b le  d e g re e  - th e  g if t  o f  a u to m a tic  w ritin g : an d , ju d g in g  f ro m  th e  
s ty le  o f  h is  p u b lis h e d  w o rk s , o n e  w o u ld  h a rd ly  e x p e c t  h im  to  b e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  s tr ic t 
e v id e n tia l  s ta n d a rd s  w h ic h  a n y  P s y c h ic a l  R e s e a rc h  S o c ie ty  w o u ld  v e ry  p ro p e r ly  d e m a n d  b e fo re  
i t  w o u ld  d e ig n  to  c o n s id e r  a  s to ry  o f  th is  k in d . F u r th e rm o re , i t  se em s n o t  u n re a s o n a b le  to  s u g g e s t 
th a t  i t  c o u ld  sc a rc e ly  h a v e  o c c u rre d  to  M r. B ro w n e  as w ith in  th e  b o u n d s  o f  n a tu ra l p o s s ib ili ty  
th a t  th e  m u ti la t io n s  w o u ld  o r  c o u ld  e v e r  b e  su b s ta n tia te d . S o  w h y  m a k e  p u b lic  m e n tio n  o f  w h a t  
h e  n o  d o u b t f e l t  to  b e  an  e s se n tia lly  u n v e r if ia b le  m e d iu m is tic  c o m m u n ic a tio n  o f  an  e x tre m e ly  
p a in fu l c h a ra c te r?

H o w e v e r  th a t  m a y  b e , M r. B ro w n e  b e g in s  h is  se c o n d  le t te r  (w r it te n  a b o u t tw e lv e  w e e k s  after 
th e  c a p tu re  o f  th e  sh a rk )  w ith  th e  re m a rk  th a t  h e  h a d  re f ra in e d  u p  till  th e n  f ro m  a llo w in g  h is  w ife  
to  k n o w  a b o u t th e  in ju r ie s  o n  a c c o u n t o f  h e r  s ta te  o f  h e a lth . H e  th e n  p ro c e e d s  to  in tro d u c e  th e  
s u b je c t o f  th e  su p e rn o rm a l m e s s a g e s  a b o u t th e  sh a rk s  in  th e  fo llo w in g  w o rd s , w h ic h  I  q u o te  in  
fu ll: “ I  m a y  h o w e v e r , o b s e rv e  th a t  o n e  c r it ic  a sk s  w h y  m y  so n s  w h e n  c o m m u n ic a tin g  d id  n o t 
te ll  u s  a b o u t th e ir  b o d ie s  h a v in g  b e e n  a tta c k e d  b y  sh a rk s  in s te a d  o f  m e re ly  s ta tin g , w h e n  a sk e d  
re g a rd in g  th e ir  p h y s ic a l b o d ie s , th a t  th e y  w e re  g re a tly  d e c o m p o s e d  th ro u g h  h a v in g  b e e n  se v era l 
d a y s  in  th e  w a te r . T h is  I  c o n s id e r  to  b e  a  re a s o n a b le  q u e s tio n  a n d  in  re p ly , th o u g h  I  m a y  n o t  b e  
c re d ite d  b y  th o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  k n o w  m e , I  h a v e  to  s ta te  th a t  m y  so n  H u g h , w h e n  c o m m u n ic a tin g , 
c a lle d  h is  e ld e r  b ro th e r  a s id e  o u t o f  h e a r in g  o f  h is  m o th e r , a n d  in fo rm e d  h im , th ro u g h  th e  
M e d iu m , re g a rd in g  th e  m u ti la t io n  o f  h is  b ro th e r  W illia m 's  b o d y  b y  a  sh a rk . T h is  I  d id  n o t 
m e n tio n  in  m y  le t te r  to  y o u  fo r  o b v io u s  re a so n s . H u g h  a lso , th e  d a y  p re v io u s  to  th e  sh a rk  b e in g  
c a u g h t a t F ra n k s to n , to ld  a  f r ie n d  w h o  w a s  in  A d e la id e  a t th e  tim e , a n d  w h o  is  a  c la ira u d ie n t, th a t  
a  la rg e  f ish  h a d  g o t  p a r t  o f  o n e  o f  h is  a rm s  a n d  h a d  to rn  h is  w a is tc o a t  o f f  h is  b o d y .” A  lit tle  
fu r th e r  o n  M r. B ro w n e  a d d s  th a t  h e  re c e iv e d  a  le t te r  f ro m  a n o th e r  f r ie n d  in  A d e la id e  to  w h o m  th e  
c la ira u d ie n t  h a d  m e n tio n e d  a t th e  t im e  th e  fa c t  o f  th is  m e ssa g e . A n d  h e  th e n  d e s c r ib e s  th e  f in d in g
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of Hugh's watch “with the hands pointing to nine o’clock, the very hour at which we had been 
informed through the Medium on the 18th, or nine days previously that the catastrophe had 
occurred.”

THE LATENCY HYPOTHESIS

The question must be answered as conclusively as possible whether telepathy in articulo 
mortis from any of the three yachtsmen can explain away the spiritistic interpretation of the 
messages. Apart from the fact that no psychic rapport seems in the slightest degree probable 
between the third young man Murray and the two Mediums, there remains the hypothesis of 
latency. According to the theory of latency a telepathic message from a dying person may lie 
submerged for a period in the unconscious mind of the percipient. The authors of Phantasms of 
the Living allowed twelve hours as the maximum, within reason, for such period. It would 
hardly then be reasonable to discredit the post-mortem interpretation of the Shark Case by 
postulating latency, when the period for the Melbourne Medium was at least eighty and for 
the Adelaide Medium at least two hundred and sixty hours.

THE QUESTION OF RELIABILITY

There is also the consideration whether it is possible so long after the event to feel any 
assurance of the reliability of the persons concerned. Now Mr Hugh Junor Browne was found 
on personal acquaintance by Frederic Myers to be “a man of high standing” both in character and 
capacity (Human Personality, vol.2 p. 172). And Mr. George Spriggs is known to have had a 
long and honourable career as clairvoyant, materializing Medium and especially as psychic 
healer, in Cardiff, Melbourne and London. In the last period of his life  he was a member of 
the Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance. In LIGHT for 24th September, 1942, Mr. W.H. 
Evans made him the tenth subject of his “Famous Mediums.” Mr. Evans did not fail to refer to 
the message from Adelaide, but followed the example of other writers in ignoring any 
communication through Spriggs about an injury due to a shark. Regarding the gentleman in 
Adelaide, we have only Mr. Browne’s statement that he was a friend and a grand clairvoyant 
and clairaudient Medium.” His name is not given.

An independent corroboration was provided during Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Australian tour. 
He related the story, and at the close of the lecture a member of the audience announced himself 
as the fisherman who had actually captured the large shark.

It only remains to clear up some confusion in two of the works of Professor Bozzano. 
Readers - one can but hope that they are very many - of his extremely important Discarnate 
Influence in Human Life, my be disconcerted to find that his account of the shark case does 
not altogether square with the facts as Mr. Browne stated them; and the same remark applies to 
the earlier work Animism and Spiritism. Incidentally, after having had to comment somewhat 
acidly on the late Professor Driesch’s evaluation of the affair, it is a pleasure to quote his tribute 
to his Italian colleague as “the best theoretician in our field.” Such discrepancy as exists between 
Bozzano’s account and the original documents can, I think, be both explained and to a large 
extent justified.
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I t  se em s a d v isa b le  to  try  to  d o  so  a s  th e  S h a rk  C a se  is  o n e  o f  th e  tw e n ty -s ix  l in k s  in  th e  c h a in  
o f  e v id e n c e  b y  w h ic h  B o z z a n o  s u p p o rts  h is  m o m e n to u s  th e s is  th a t  th e  e x is te n c e  a n d  su rv iv a l o f  
th e  h u m a n  sp ir i t  c a n  b e  a m p l y  p ro v e d  q u ite  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  th e  su b lim in a l fa c u ltie s  o f  
l iv in g  c o m m u n ic a to rs  - w h ic h  fa c u ltie s  a re  e n d o w e d  w ith  v ir tu a l o m n is c ie n c e  b y  o u r  o p p o n e n ts  
in  th e  h o p e  o f  e s ta b lis h in g  th e  p u re ly  a n im is tic  c h a ra c te r  o f  a p p a re n t  p ro o fs  o f  S u rv iv a l.

PROFESSOR BOZZANO'S ACCOUNT

T h e  re fe re n c e s  to  th e  C a se  w ill  b e  fo u n d  o n  p a g e s  2 1 9 -2 2 1  o f  Discarnate Influence, a n d  th e  
fo llo w in g  c o n s id e ra t io n s  sh o u ld  b e  b o rn e  in  m in d :

(1 ) P ro fe s so r  B o z z a n o  e x p la in s  th a t  h e  is  g iv in g  a  ré s u m é  o f  a  c a se  w h ic h  h e  c ite d  in  fu ll in  an  
e a r l ie r  m o n o g ra p h . T h is  m o n o g ra p h  w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  1921 u n d e r  th e  t i t le  Gli Enigmi Della 
Psicometria. I t  d o e s  n o t  se em  to  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s la te d  in to  E n g lish . I t  m u s t  n o t  th e re fo re  b e  
a s su m e d  th a t  th e re  w a s  an y  fa i lu re  a t th a t  d a te  to  g iv e  fa c ts  fu lly  a n d  w ith o u t  c o n fu s io n .

(2 )  T h e  c la ira u d ie n t  m e s s a g e  is  n o t  m e n tio n e d . A t f ir s t  s ig h t th e  o m is s io n  o f  an y  re fe re n c e  to  
th is  s tr ik in g  c ro s s -c o r re s p o n d e n c e  is  m o s t  su rp r is in g . I t  m u st, h o w e v e r , b e  re a l iz e d  th a t  th e  
w r i te r ’s so le  c o n c e rn  in  th is  se c tio n  o f  h is  S u m m a ry  o f  E v id e n c e  is  w ith  th e o re tic a l ly  im p o r ta n t  
p o in t  th a t  p s y c h o m e try , u s u a lly  r e g a rd e d  a s  a  p u re ly  a n im is tic  fa c u lty  ( i.e ., a  fa c u lty  re s id in g  in  a 
l iv in g  se n s it iv e  fo r  re a d in g  t ra c e s  o f  th e  p a s t  m y s te r io u s ly  in h e re n t  in  m a te r ia l  o b je c ts ) , c le a rly  
s e rv e s  in  c e rta in  in s ta n c e s  to  e s ta b lis h  ra p p o r t  w ith  a  d is c a rn a te  p e rs o n a lity  a n d  a c q u ire s  
th e re fo re  s p ir i tu a lis tic  s ig n if ic a n c e . F o r  B o z z a n o ’s p u rp o se s  a t  th a t  s ta g e  o f  h is  a d m ira b le  
a rg u m e n t th e  c la ira u d ie n t  m e s s a g e  is  irre le v a n t. A ll th a t  h e  w is h e s  to  b r in g  o u t is  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  
h a n d lin g  o f  tw o  p o c k e t-b o o k s  e n a b le d  S p rig g s  to  c o n ta c t  o n e  o f  th e  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  fu rn ish  
d e ta ils  o f  e v e n ts  w h ic h  o c c u rre d  a f te r  th e  la s t  o c c a s io n  w h e n  th e  b o o k s  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  b y  th e ir  
o w n e rs . In  A d e la id e  th e re  c a n  p re su m a b ly  b e  n o  q u e s tio n  o f  an y  p s y c h o m e tr ic  p re lu d e  to  th e  
c la ira u d ie n t  m essa g e . 3

(3 )  T h e  P ro fe s s o r  s tre s se s  th e  fa c t  th a t  h is  b o o k  is  a  sy n th e s is  o f  h is  n u m e ro u s  e a r lie r  
p u b lic a tio n s  m a d e  i n  r e s p o n s e  to  a  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  o f  th e  In te rn a tio n a l  S p ir i tu a lis t  
C o n g re s s  o f  G la s g o w  in  1937 . In  a  p o s s ib ly  h u r r ie d  sy n th e tiz in g  o f  th e  m a te r ia l  c o n ta in e d  in  h is  
m o n o g ra p h  o n  p s y c h o m e try  h e  h a s  n o t  e s c a p e d  a  d a n g e r  to  w h ic h  su ch  a  p ro c e s s  is  e sp e c ia lly  
lia b le , th e  d a n g e r  o f  te le sc o p in g . H e  s ta te s  o n  p. 2 2 0  th a t  th e  d isc o v e ry  o f  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  
s h a rk ’s s to m a c h  c o n f irm e d  th e  tra g ic  p a r t ic u la rs  fu rn is h e d  b y  o n e  o f  M r. B ro w n e ’s so n s  th ro u g h  
th e  m o u th  o f  S p rig g s .

UNFORTUNATE CONFUSION

T h is  is  an  u n fo r tu n a te  c o n fu s io n  b e tw e e n  H u g h  B r o w n e ’s b o d ile s s  a rm  a n d  W illia m  
B ro w n e ’s a rm le s s  b o d y . A s  w ill  b e  c le a r  f ro m  th e  p ré c is  o f  v e r if ie d  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  g iv e n  
a b o v e , i t  w a s  th e  d isc o v e ry  o f  W illia m  B ro w n e ’s b o d y  f lo a tin g  in  th e  B a y  a n d  n o t  th e  o p e n in g  o f  
th e  sh a rk 's  b e lly  w h ic h  c o n firm e d  th e  m e s s a g e  a b o u t m u ti la t io n  g iv e n  b y  S p rig g s  w h ile  h e  w a s  
e n tra n c e d  a n d  c o n tro lle d  b y  H u g h .
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I t  w o u ld  b e  in te re s t in g  to  k n o w  w h e th e r  re a d e rs  a re  a w a re  o f  an y  o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n s  w h ic h  
m ig h t h e lp  to  c le a r  th is  u n iq u e  a n d  d ra m a tic  c a se  f ro m  a sp e rs io n s  o n  its  e v id e n tia l  s ta n d in g .

LESLIE’S SEASONAL QUIZ

W h e n  w e  re a d  e ls e w h e re  a  w ild  h is to r ic a l a s se r tio n , w e  so m e tim e s  say  “ I  b e t  th e y  a re  n o t 
P s y p io n e e r  r e a d e rs ” . T h is  is  b e c a u s e  all o u r  re a d e rs , to  b e  su re , n e v e r  c o n fu se  n a m e s  o r  d a tes , 
(u n lik e  th e  e d ito rs )  o r  re p e a t  u n s u b s ta n tia te d  m y th s . T o  h e lp  s h a rp e n  m e m o rie s , in  o u r  u su a l 
se a so n a l q u iz , w e  h a v e  p o s e d  o n e  q u e s tio n  fo r  e a c h  is s u e  in  se q u e n c e  f ro m  Ja n u a ry  2 0 0 9 . 
(A n sw e rs  in  th e  J a n u a ry  2 0 1 0  is su e .)

1. W h a t w a s  P e rc y  W ils o n  to ld  a t  lu n c h  b y  M a u r ic e  B a rb a n e ll  in  1941?

2. W h o  s ta r te d  th e  n e w s p a p e r  “H a rb in g e r  o f  L ig h t” ?

3. W h a t jo u rn a l  d id  A lla n  K a rd e c  fo u n d ?

4. W h y  w a s  W illia m  C ro o k e s  o b lig e d  to  r e p u d ia te  a  c la im  b y  F lo re n c e  M a rry a t?

5. W h o  m a y  h a v e  f ir s t  m e n tio n e d  E c to p la s m  o n  th e  w ire le s s?

6. W h o  w a s  M r  S p litfo o t?

7. H o w  d id  M in n ie  P a rso n s  g o  d o w n  in  h is to ry ?

8. W h o  w a s  th e  g u id e  o f  th e  C o n a n  D o y le  h o m e  c irc le ?

9. H o w  d id  M r. H e n ry  D ie d r ic h  J e n c k e n  ta k e  an  i r re v o c a b le  step?

10. W h y  is  a  c e r ta in  C u ra to r ’s b lo g  o f  su c h  im p o r ta n c e ?

11. W h o  w a s  th e  c h ie f  su rv iv a l re s e a rc h e r  o f  e a rly  A m e ric a n  S p iritu a lism ?

12. W h o  is  th e  c h ie f  s u sp e c t fo r  th e  C h ic a g o  a c c o u n t o f  th e  p s y c h ic  d isc o v e ry  o f  J a c k  th e  
R ip p e r?
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PLEASE
SUPPORT PSYPIONEER

S in c e  th e  la u n c h  o f  P s y p io n e e r  N e w s le t te r  b y  L e s lie  P r ic e  in  2 0 0 4 , P s y p io n e e r  h a s  g ro w n  
c o n s id e ra b ly  w ith  its  w o r ld -w id e  f re e  s u b s c r ib e rsh ip  d u r in g  th e  la s t  5 y e a rs , b e c o m in g  
P s y p io n e e r  J o u rn a l th is  y e a r.

T h e  to ta l  ru n n in g  c o s ts  a re  m e t b y  th e  e d ito r ia l  te a m ; th e  m o n th ly  re s e a rc h  is  a  la b o u r  o f  s e lf  
in te re s t , a n d  d e d ic a te d  to  th e  P s y c h ic  P io n e e rs .

P s y p io n e e r  w o u ld  b e  m o s t  g ra te fu l fo r  an y  d o n a tio n s  o f  B o o k s  o r  Jo u rn a ls , (w e  p a y  th e  p o s ta g e  
c o s ts )  to  fu r th e r  o u r  re se a rc h e s , o r  f in a n c ia l  g if ts  to  h e lp  p u rc h a s e  n e w  m a te ria l  a n d  th e  g e n e ra l 
ru n n in g  c o s ts  o f  th e  f re e  jo u rn a l .

A lso , b u y in g  b o o k s  th ro u g h  u s  h e lp s !

P a y m e n ts  b y  P a y P a l p le a s e  u se : - paulgaunt01@aol.com

B y  p o s t  c h e q u e s  p a y a b le  to : -

P .J . G a u n t 
6, S o u th  V ie w ,
P r ix fo rd ,
B a rn s ta p le ,
D e v o n  E X 3 1  4 D Y  
U K .

P l e a s e  N o t e :  -

Nettie Colburn Maynard (part Two) will now appear in the New Year.

Please note: - “Copyright o f  a ll material appearing in L IG H T  is reserved to the authors and 
original publisher. It may not be reproduced or translated, either wholly or in part, without 
written permission. L IG H T  is still published by the College o f  Psychic Studies and you are urged 
to subscribe. http://www.conegeofpsychicstudies.co.uk/index.html”
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How to obtain this free Journal

T h e  P s y p io n e e r  jo u rn a l  is  a t p re s e n t  a v a ila b le , c o m p le te  w ith  all b a c k  is su e s  o n  th e  w e b  site  
h t tp : / /w w w .w o o d la n d w a y .o rg  a n d  w e  a re  g re a tly  in d e b te d  to  o u r  A u s tra l ia n  f r ie n d s  f o r  h o s tin g  
a n d  p o s tin g  th is  J o u rn a l . Y o u  c a n  o b ta in  i t  f re e  a n d  d ire c t  b y  s e n d in g  an  e -m a il e n title d  
“ S u b s c r ib e ” to  p s y p io n e e rsu b @ a o l.c o m  o r  “ U n s u b s c r ib e ” to  d isc o n tin u e .
T o  c o n ta c t  P s y p io n e e r  p le a s e  e -m a il p s y p io n e e r@ a o l.c o m

P a u l J. G a u n t
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